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Date: Tue, 4 Jan 94 11:13:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Happy New Year!

Welcome to 1994 and another volume of SF-Lovers Digest.  For those of you
keeping track or who might have been on vacation and missed a few issues,
volume 18 of SF-Lovers contained 800 (!!) issues.  The entire volume has
been packaged in the archives as sf-lovers.v18a (Jan - Jun) and
sf-lovers.v18b (Jul-Dec).  All back issues are available via the mail
server sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu.

The following is the current stated policy regarding SF-Lovers Digest and
copyrights.  I strongly urge anyone who has not yet read SFLOVERS.POLICY to
do so.  It is available via anonymous ftp or the ftp mail server.

   SF-LOVERS Digest is a copyrighted publication.  It may be
   freely printed, copied or redistributed as long as it is
   copied in its entirety with all headers, trailers, credits,
   copyright notices and other identifying information completely
   intact.  All rights to all material published within the
   Digest remain entirely with the author and may not be used in
   any other publication without permission of the author.  All
   materials published in the Digest are assumed to automatically
   have an implied copyright date as given in the "Date" field if
   no copyright notice is explicitly given.

Each and every month, at the beginning of the month, I put in an
administrivia section listing the appropriate email addresses for the
Digest.  Please be sure to read these messages since these addresses may
change and this is the ONLY notice you're likely to get.  Also, if you send
your email to the wrong address, it is likely to get lost, misplaced,
ignored, or have something really, really bad happen to it.  It helps
everyone if you direct your message to the correct place.

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Mail requesting to be added or removed from the distribution list that is
sent to any other address will NOT be acted upon.

Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field or to the address specified in the
"From:" field.  Error messages that are directed to the "Reply-To:" address
may cause your subscription to be cancelled.  Sorry, but that's the way it
is.

Submissions for the digest are to be sent to the appropriate address from
the list given below.

       Topic				Address
       -----				-------

       Written SF			sf-lovers-written@rutgers.edu
       Sf on Television			sf-lovers-tv@rutgers.edu
       Sf Films				sf-lovers-movies@rutgers.edu
       General discussions that don't
         fit specifically in the other
         topic headings 		sf-lovers-misc@rutgers.edu

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to ensure that it is
listed in time.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 94 10:10:11 GMT
From: edwong@eis.calstate.edu (Edmund WONG)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Pam Korda) writes:
> The problem with P. Anthony is that he comes up with really neat ideas
> for stories, but he lacks the writing talent to carry them through.  It
> is a shame, really.  I thought that the ideas for the worlds in the Blue
> Adept Series, and the Incarnations, and even Xanth were very interesting.
> However, the actual stories he wrote just aren't good. And, of course, he
> also suffers from sado-necro-bestiality (beating a dead horse).

Hmm...  Anthony used to have a lot of great ideas and still does even now,
but as previously stated he beats 'em silly after typically the third book.
The Apprentice Adept series was a great concept and was great reading for
the first three books.  When I picked up the series again after he started
new sequels, I became quickly disappointed.  Instead of leaving a fine
ending by itself, he had to milk that cash cow dry!  The whole series just
degenerated.  What a bummer.  The same with almost all of his other series
(Xanth, Incarnations).  I'm holding out hope for the Mode series (fat
chance).

Another criticism (nothing is more vicious than a disappointed and
disgruntled fan), is his handling of sex.  He used to be tactful and showed
some skill.  Read "On the Farm" in _Again Dangerous Visions_ for a pretty
good story; now just look at Xanth or just about anything.  Sigh...  How he
fell from glory (kind of like Sammael - err, Lucifer).

Edmund H. Wong
edwong@ctp.org

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 04:31:42 GMT
From: spamman@carson.u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

In my youth I used to like Anthony.  But that was before his endles series
of books came out...I still think that the ancient 'Macroscope' is about
his best SF book.  I also think that 'A Spell For Chameleon' is a great
fantasy work.  Especially for its time.  I still feel that an early trilogy
of his is his most underrated series yet - the 'Tarot' books.  In the Tarot
trilogy he really brings up many thought-provoking points about religions
and their relationships to the human condition.  I strongly urge Anthony
fans who are becoming sad with his efforts of the last decade to read his
Tarot trilogy.  They prove that, at least at one point in his career, the
man could think.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 14:40:25 GMT
From: tmd@austin.lockheed.com (Tom Davis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

edwong@eis.calstate.edu (Edmund WONG) writes:
>Another criticism (nothing is more vicious than a disappointed and
>disgruntled fan), is his handling of sex.  He used to be tactful and
>showed some skill.  Read "On the Farm" in _Again Dangerous Visions_ for a
>pretty good story; now just look at Xanth or just about anything.  Sigh...
>How he fell from glory (kind of like Sammael - err, Lucifer).

Minor correction - the story is entitled "In the Barn".

Tom Davis
tmd@austin.lockheed.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 04:10:58 GMT
From: wogg0743@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Shakespeare)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Xanth Question

Which of the myriad of Xanth novels is actually worth reading?

wogg0743@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 04:34:46 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Xanth Question

I like 'A Spell for Chameleon', and ultimately, the two sequels.  Reading
beyond these three will simply yield more of the same, or, less of the
same.

Depending on your perspective of course...

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 05:43:26 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Xanth Question

wogg0743@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu writes:
>Which of the myriad of Xanth novels is actually worth reading?

Well, having read them all, I can tell you the ones that stick in my mind:

A Spell for Chameleon; it's the first, and has *two* good mystery subplots,
as well as setting up all the rest.

The Source of Magic: very good, development of the magic system and
exploration.

Castle Roogna: different. Time-travel, a murder mystery, a decidedly odd
companion, and some truly nice ramifications for Magician Murphy...

Centaur Aisle: again good: the centaur's mystery, and the first outside-
world interaction.

Night Mare: another magical mystery, the five Elemental Areas of Xanth,
plus the chain of succession...

... some semi-forgettable ones (I don't have them on my list by title, only
as "Xanth I-XVII"...)

Dragon on a Pedestal: Ivy turned loose on the unsuspecting world at age
four or so, in cahoots with the Gap Dragon... pretty good. The second
wiggle swarming.

...

Man from Mundania: Ivy gets a boyfriend, Com-Pewter returns, Xanth gets a
new Magician (whilst having to figure out his Talent), a decidedly
different Question-asking, and the return of some other characters from way
back...

Those'll do for a start; you may find yourself hating them, or loving them,
or anything in between. YMMV.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 12:33:15 GMT
From: ajmsun1@liverpool.ac.uk (Mr A.J. Mockler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BIO OF A SPACE TYRANT

I heard a rumour a long time ago that there would be a sixth part to the
Piers Anthony - BIO series, possibly focussing on the sister. Did this ever
pan out?

Alan

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 14:57:24 GMT
From: ghesmiz@chopin.udel.edu (Michael Macchione)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Xanth Question

wogg0743@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu
>Which of the myriad of Xanth novels is actually worth reading?

The usual consensus is that the series generally got worse as it went on.
So generally start at the beginning and continue until you can no longer
stand the series.  Most people can usually get to the 8th book- Crewel Lye:
a Caustic Yarn and die off on the 9th - Golem in the Gears.

Tolerance levels do vary. It depends how many bad puns you can take. After
a while they become overly stupid and overly abundant.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 05:01:13 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Donaldson's "Gap" Series  (Spoilers)

Stephen R. Donaldson's "Gap" series is brilliant, but not always palatable.
It is technically better than the "Covenant" trilogies in almost every
respect.  It is more tightly plotted, there are fewer one-dimensional
characters, and (halelujah!) Donaldson doesn't use ten-dollar words where
five will do.  The story is interesting, riveting in fact, and is allowed
to become increasingly complex without becoming hard to follow.

The main problem which some readers will have with these books is that most
of the major characters are vile.

Reading the series has been like peeling an onion backward: Each book in
the series is larger and more complex than the previous one.  The first
book, "The Real Story: The Gap into Conflict", is short (something that
probably hurt sales) and relatively simple.  It begins with the story the
public sees: A loathesome toad of a space pirate is somehow brought down by
a dashing freebooter, who leaves with the fair lady who was in the pirate's
grasp.  Then we get the story behind the story, particularly the story of
how Angus Thermopyle (sic) enslaved Morn Hyland, and why Hyland went off
with Nick Succorso, and it's appalling.  It's appalling, but it's still a
small drama played out on a small stage.

Donaldson ends the first book, "The Real Story", with an essay (excellent
in itself) on Wagner's "Ring of the Nibelungs", which provided much of the
inspiration for the Gap series.

In "Forbidden Knowledge: The Gap Into Vision", the stage gets much larger,
and we begin to see what was missing from the first novel: context.  Behind
Morn Hyland of the United Mining Companies Police is the UMCP itself, and
behind it is the UMC.  Behind "space piracy" is the infrastructure that
makes it viable, such as illegal ship repair yards and, most important,
customers for the loot.  The customers are the Amnion, a very alien race
whose peace with humanity is uneasy and unstable.  Amnion biotechnology has
progressed as far as human mechanical technology (which they purchase).
Indeed, their imperialism is biological: They do not wish to conquer
humanity, but to change humans into Amnioni.

Most of "Forbidden Knowledge" follows Nick Succorso's ship, Captain's
Fancy, on which Hyland has exchanged her earlier enslavement for a more
polished one.  By the end of this book, Captain's Fancy has reached
Billingate, the main illegal pirate base, Succorso has sold Morn's son,
Davies, to the Amnion, and promised them Morn, as well.  And the UMCP has
rebuilt Angus Thermopyle and sent him to Billingate on a mission of
destruction.

In "A Dark and Hungry God Arises: The Gap into Power", the scope of the
story widens again.  This is also where the Wagnerian analogues start
falling into place.  The book begins with Holt Fasner (nicknamed the
Dragon), CEO of UMC, visiting his mother (heavy-handedly named 'Norna'),
for advice.  Their relationship is a good metaphor for most of the
relationships in the novel: She is a medical prisoner, kept alive decades
longer than she wishes, because her advice is valuable to Holt.  Her advice
must be taken with caution, however, because if she can give him apparently
good advice which will destroy him, she will do so, and both of them know
it.  Mutually destructive relationships built on hate and need are more the
rule than the exception in this book.

"A Dark and Hungry God Arises" follows two parallel (and occasionally
intersecting, if you'll pardon the non-Euclidian metaphor) stories.  Back
on Earth, Warden Dios, director of the UMC Police, is working to destroy
Fasner's power without bringing down the UMCP.

On Billingate, a game of plot and counter-plot is played out.  The UMCP has
developed (and suppressed) a defense against Amnion mutagens.  If word of
this gets out in human space, it could bring down the UMC.  On the other
hand, a hint of this defense has been given to the Amnion, to make them
more tractable.  The Amnion want Succorso because of his links to the
anti-mutagen, and they want Morn and her son, who may be the key to their
efforts to mutate human minds without mutating the bodies.  They are
willing to put a great deal of pressure on Succorso and on the owner of
Billingate, known as the Bill, but too much pressure will compromise the
willingness of humans to sell them human technology.  Similarly, the Bill
can't be seen to be selling them paying customers without compromising his
own credibility.  Succorso, who would cheerfully sell Morn and all her
relatives to the seventh generation, must worry about alienating his crew.
To the Bill and others, Angus's arrival is an unexpected wild card, and it
seems marginally better to let him in and see what he'll do than to refuse
him admission.  Milos Tavener, Angus's former captor and torturer, has been
sent with Angus, and given a control over him but, their mission doesn't
look like one which Tavener is likely to survive.

Donaldson plays the game fairly: There may be some close timing and some
unlikely coincidences along the way, but all the characters behave in
manners which are consistent with what they are, what they know, and what
they need.  For most of them, what they need is to put the pieces of the
puzzle together quickly enough to survive the experience.  By the end of
the book, Nick Succorso's only hope of survival lies in cooperating with
Angus Thermopyle in rescuing Davies (a most unlikely Siegfried) from the
Bill and Morn from the Amnion.

Meanwhile, back on Earth, the political battle between Warden Dios and the
Dragon is starting to generate real corpses.  Presumably we'll see a good
deal more of this conflict in the next book, "The Gap into Madness: Chaos
and Order."

As I said at the beginning, the skill with which Donaldson has constructed
this series is not in question.  (He does occasionally forget that he's
writing soft sf, and try to give more technological detail than holds up,
but that's the closest he comes to showing technical flaws.)  Most of the
characters are on the despicable side though, and so is much of their
behavior.  To Donaldson's credit, the worst of this behavior is implied,
rather than shown.  (The not-so-bad can still be pretty bad.  I could have
lived a while longer without the bar scene where the floor show consisted
of a woman cutting her breasts off without anesthetic.)

One might argue that the characters are not gratuitously ugly.  Most of
them have climbed out of miserable and impoverished conditions, conditions
which are part of the background problem in this series, and it's hard to
come out of such an environment without being twisted by it.  But ugly is
still ugly, and these characters and the ways they behave towards each
other are the worst things about the series.

If you haven't tried the series, and it sounds as if it's worth a try, read
the first book.  Not only is "The Real Story" considerably the shortest of
the books, but they get steadily better, so if you decide to continue after
the first book, you won't be disappointed.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
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Date: 3 Jan 94 05:38:31 GMT
From: cortesi@netcom.com (David Cortesi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review of three novels by Iain M. Banks

		A Review of Three Novels by Iain M. Banks:

     CONSIDER PHLEBAS  -  USE OF WEAPONS  -  AGAINST A DARK BACKGROUND

Review Copyright 1993 by David E. Cortesi

Iain M. Banks writes great galumphing adventure tales, packed with
invention and incident.

Barring one important reservation that I'll come to later, I can recommmend
any of the three reviewed here as a page-turner that would be perfect for
whiling away the hours of a long layover at Dallas-Fort Worth airport or a
rainy weekend in Tacoma, WA.

What follows are capsule summaries, spoiler-free, of the three titles
above. After them I present one important reason you might NOT want to read
any of them, and add some general comments on Banks' work.

CONSIDER PHLEBAS takes place during a war of galactic scale. Horza, a
stoic, bitter, and angst-filled member of a dying sub-species of humanity,
is caught up in events and given a dangerous mission: to quest for a
missing Mind, a super-AI, hiding in a cavernous labyrinth on a proscribed
planet. He pursues this task doggedly, violently, across a staggering
variety of awesome landscapes and through a vivid succession of perils. In
the end he achieves what is at best a Pyrrhic victory.

CONSIDER PHLEBAS takes place in Banks' "Culture Universe." The Culture is a
culmination of sorts to humanoid evolution. It is Banks' speculative answer
to the following very interesting question: We can now foresee a time when,
through genetic engineering, or robotics, or nanotech, or mining the
asteroids, or (here insert your favorite deus ex technica), we will be able
to banish all material want.  Then what do we do?

All of our economic and social mechinery is built on axioms of scarcity.
Everything we do is related in some way to the allocation of scarce
resources among too many recipients.  But in a world in which any human
could command literally any material good he or she desired, what
foundation would remain for human culture? How can we define ourselves to
ourselves when there are no degrees of richness and no "work" that needs
doing?  I first saw this question posed in a James P. Hogan novel.  Hogan's
answer was: we would compete for the good opinion of others (respect is
always in short supply).

Iain Banks' answer is: by good works.  The Culture, a multiracial
civilization that spans the galaxy and possesses technological power beyond
magnificence (which it wields with verve and a complete lack of parsimony)
finds its inner purpose in helping younger civilizations along, as subtly
and unintrusively as it can - like an elephant attempting dentistry on a
mouse.

Banks' Culture folk are well-meaning, hedonistic, possessed of dire powers
yet withal a bit vague and ill-focussed. Their benign interventions often
go painfully wrong with tragic consequences for their pawns. The Culture,
in short, is a European writer's sharp caricature of Americans. The satire
is not pressed as such, but it is clear and remorselessly funny.

USE OF WEAPONS also takes place in the Culture universe. Cheradenine
Zakalwe is a soldier of fortune, the stoic, bitter, angst-filled survivor
of too many military misadventures - some carried out on commission from
The Culture, others free-lance adventures.  The story is structured as a
series of flashbacks that spiral toward the source of Zakalwe's angst.
These are interleaved with the account of his final mission for The
Culture.  He pursues it doggedly, violently, across a staggering variety of
awesome landscapes and through a vivid succession of perils. In the end he
achieves something rather less than a Pyrrhic victory.

AGAINST A DARK BACKGROUND is not a Culture novel.  Instead it is set in a
single solar system, one which, we are given to understand, is so isolated
from other stars that the inhabitants have never been able to make the leap
to interstellar travel.  They have populated all the planets of their
system; indeed several space-faring civilizations have risen and fallen.
The present civilization is a colorful, decadent texture of opposing
religious and commercial interests, loosely ruled by a hereditary
commercial aristocracy.

Sharrow is a daughter of an aristocratic house (as she curtly tells a
functionary who insists on having her last name, "I don't have a last name,
I'm a f*****g aristo"). She is - yes - stoic, bitter, and angst-filled.
Unlike the heros of the previous two books, Sharrow has solid reasons for
being so, and these are made clear early in the story.  She is stoic
because she is an ex-soldier, a successful squadron leader in a recent war.
She is bitter because a religious cult has been granted judicial leave to
hunt her down and kill her (also for a number of other reasons that are
revealed as the story unfolds).  She is angst-filled because, indirectly
and inadvertently, she caused a few million deaths.

The deaths came about from the misuse of the second-to-last remaining Lazy
Gun, a relic of a previous civilization. Sharrow had it, but turned it over
to the improper authorities, who blew up themselves and a city with it.
Now, to save herself from that religious cult, she has no choice but to
search for the final Lazy Gun.  She reassembles her wartime squadron and
sets out on the quest. She pursues it doggedly, violently, across a
staggering variety of awesome landscapes and through a vivid succession of
perils. In the end she achieves something a little better than a Pyrrhic
victory.

Very well, I've been poking fun at the fundamental sameness of these
stories. In truth, the formula is only evident in retrospect. There is a
lot to praise in these books. (There is also a lot to find fault with.  In
fact, there is simply A Lot in each of them.)

Here's why you might want to pass them all up and read something else:
Banks kills his sympathetic characters.

I dislike and distrust authors who do this - who create likeable,
sympathetic people and cut them down.  I will never read another book by
Elmore Leonard, not after he made me fall half in love with a female lead
and then let her be chased down and butchered with a submachine gun.  Joe
Haldeman disgusted me when he ended a recent book with a pointless
bloodbath.  The characters in which an author invites me to invest my
empathy are supposed to end up *changed* - possibly sadder and more
scarred, but wiser in some way.  Dead is not changed; dead is dead.
Unheroic death - simply falling a casualty to a plot element, is a denial
of the value of the character and a nasty joke on the reader's trust.

Banks does this with regularity.  This is not a spoiler, it is a consumer
alert: do not become attached to any character in the novels under review
here.  The odds are very good that the character you like best or empathize
with the most will not survive to the final page. All of these books close
with stages as corpse-littered as Hamlet's.

If Banks wrote ordinary eye-fodder, this ugly characteristic would make the
books unworthy of review. But there is more to them, both good and bad.

The most astonishing thing about Iain Banks' work is his every-changing
quicksilver flow of invention. He never seems to run out of new scenery and
plot twists.  As long as you keep reading and don't think too deeply, the
never-ending flow of images is spellbinding. Banks is profligate with his
scenery.  Larry Niven wrote two novels to explore his one Ringworld.  Banks
uses a ringworld (he calls it an orbital) as the set for one-third of
CONSIDER PHLEBAS, then moves on to bigger things. (The Culture builds
ringworlds the way we put up shopping malls.)

The elements of this flow are derived from the standard components of
science fiction, but they are fractured and recombined by a kaleidoscopic
mind.  Banks uses the conventions of SF the way Robin Williams uses the
voices and slogans of pop culture: you recognize his quotes and
impressions, but they come so fast in such outrageous combinations that
everything is new and fun again.

Some of the fun is in the sheer effrontery of it.  You suddenly realize the
incongruity of what you've been reading, and you can only laugh at how
Banks' narrative skill has conned you into placidly accept something
completely over the top.  In the opening scene of CONSIDER PHLEBAS, Horza
is in the process of being executed by being drowned in shit.  In USE OF
WEAPONS, Zakalwe recalls in detail the process of being decapitated. (The
Culture zoomed in to rescue his head and regrew his body from it). The
object of Sharrow's search is a weapon with a sense of humor. Sharrow's
sister lives in a monastery where the penitents are permanently manacled to
little trolleys that run in tracks that criss-cross the walls and floors.
And so on.

Mixed up with these cartoon visions are others that have the true
science-fiction Awe Factor.  Banks is just as profligate with these as with
the others (does he know the difference?).  For some reason I can't forget
one of the most domestic: a glass-bottomed swimming pool in AGAINST A DARK
BACKGROUND, cantilevered out over a cliff so that as you swim you look down
through water at a sunny landscape thousands of feet below.

After his profligate imagination, Banks' greatest skill is in the narration
of violence.  I don't know another writer who can depict a fight so vividly
and with such pace.  You see and appreciate every bullet, blow, laser beam
or garroting. One of the most striking scenes in CONSIDER PHLEBAS is a foot
chase and hand-to-hand fight to the death that takes place in twilight, in
a ramp where giant hovercraft are coming up out of the sea.  The characters
claw at each other in the dark, the glare, the noise and spray - it has
unforgettable, stark clarity.

And that brings up a reason why you might be cautious about recommending
these books to anyone young: they are unrelentingly violent. The characters
kill and are killed, torture and maim and destroy, and rarely for ends that
could be justified in any scheme of morals. CONSIDER PHLEBAS is perhaps the
worst on this account - Horza kills twice to save his own life, but he also
plots a murder and carries it out for no other reason than to steal a ship.
The others are saturated with painful and violent episodes.  It's all
coloful and cartoon-like, but behind it all is acceptance of the idea that
when all is said and done, the effective resolution to any conflict can be
found in firepower.  Well, Sharrow tries to reach the opposite conclusion,
but circumstances won't let her.

Finally, I could talk about the structure of the books: how they read as if
Banks didn't know the meanings of either "rewrite" or "enough", how at
least a third of CONSIDER PHLEBAS is tangential to the plot and cuttable,
how the final resolution of USE OF WEAPONS is a twist that is only slightly
less manipulative than ending a story with "and then I woke up, it had all
been a dream", how the fussy, smart-mouth "drones" of the Culture books are
nothing but British stage butlers dressed up to look like floating
suitcases, but, what's the point?  These aren't supposed to be great works;
they are meant to be great sprawling entertainments, and they succeed at
it. They are bloody good reads, in all senses.

Author:     Iain M. Banks
Title:      CONSIDER PHLEBAS
Publisher:  St. Martin's Press, NY
Date:       1987
Publisher:  Bantam Books
Date:       1991
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-29281-1
Comments:   $5.99
Pages:      497 pp

Author:     Iain M. Banks
Title:      USE OF WEAPONS
Publisher:  MacDonald and Co.
Date:       1990
Publisher:  Bantam Books
Date:       1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-29224-2
Comments:   $5.99
Pages:      389 pp

Author:     Iain M. Banks
Title:      AGAINST A DARK BACKGROUND
Publisher:  Bantam Books
Date:       1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-29225-2
Comments:   $5.99
Pages:      515 pp

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 15:39:09 GMT
From: dave@blackjoke.bsd.uchicago.edu (Dave Griffith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Moving Mars by Greg Bear

Well, I thought I had moved Greg Bear permanently off of my hardcover buy
list after the highly disappointing _Queen of Angels_, _Heads_, and _Anvil
of Stars_.  All good journeyman works, but no where near the quality of
_Blood Music_ or _Forge of God_.  Just another author who starts off great
and fades after a the first few books.  Another Joe Haldeman or Spider
Robinson.

I was wrong.

Bored, with too much cash, and facing a bookstore full of nothing, I picked
up _Moving Mars_.  Seven hours later, I finished, quite literally having
been unable to put it down (cancelling appointments to finish it).

While this book will undoubtedly draw comparisons with _Earth_ and _A Fire
Upon the Deep_ (and like them, is certainly deserving of highest awards),
it is a significantly better work than either of them.  The big science is
there, as is the big politics.  Examinations of the sociology of the highly
networked near future abound, and in fact Bear takes us closer to Vinge's
Singularity than either Vinge or Brin were able to, to the very edges where
much of humanity _knows_ that it is becoming something more, and has some
pretty good clues as to what that might be.  If this were all there were to
_Moving Mars_, it would still be a book worthy of praise.  But there is
considerably more here.

_Moving Mars_ is written as the memoirs of Cassiea Majumdar, and a better
job of characterization I simply can't recall.  The dialogue is perfectly
lifelike, the non-viewpoint characters people that I had known and talked
with.  Non-viewpoint characters are seen as a person would see them, in
bits and pieces, not always clear or coherent (a very difficult job for an
author with a gods-eye view to pull off).  Even more impressive, the
viewpoint character is presented as an old woman remembering back on her
life as clearly as possible (but not more so) and with nothing to hide,
with just exactly the right amount of internal editing.  Unlike, say
Haldeman's _Worlds_ series, you can believe that this is a memoir, not
fiction disguised as a memoir.

I cannot recommend this book highly enough.

Dave Griffith
Information Resources
University of Chicago
Biological Sciences Division
dave@delphi.bsd.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 09:08:30 GMT
From: smw@astro.ocis.temple.edu (Stewart M. Wiener)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Upcoming works by Steven Brust

Is there any word on where the next Vlad Taltos novel, ORCA, will fit into
the series chronologically?

While I'm very curious about where Steve intends to take Vlad's life after
ATHYRA, I have to admit that I found ATHYRA less enjoyable to read than any
of Brust's other novels.  I hope he wouldn't consider it a major step
backwards for him to return to some of the familiar elements from previous
Vlad stories which he left behind in ATHYRA.

Stewart Wiener
Temple Law School
smw@astro.ocis.temple.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 94 20:02:46 GMT
From: SSQLJOE@vmd.cso.uiuc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Elgin: Earthsong

I was disappointed by "Yonder Comes the Other Edge of Time", which blends
the ozark series with the Coyote series (I think).  I don't know how it
stood up as far as a Coyote book, but it seemed incomplete as far as the
Ozark series went.  Much was implied, nothing said.  It also seemed very
sad in its themes (the destruction of a culture when a more powerful and
superficially richer culture is introduced).

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 20:33:45 GMT
From: Marty.Moore@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Marty Moore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Elgin: Earthsong

When I first read "Yonder", I too was disappointed in that more was not
done with Ozark.  The original trilogy ranks among my favorite sets of
books. Then I realized that "Yonder" is not really an Ozark book - it is a
Coyote Jones book that just happens to be set on Ozark.  I re-read the book
from that perspective and enjoyed it much more the second time.

Marty Moore

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 05:05:30 GMT
From: srps@galactose.mc.duke.edu (Steven Pirie-Shepherd)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alisdair Gray/Poor Things

Has anyone out there read stuff by Alisdair Gray (Scots author..brilliant)?
He uses fantasy/fantastical realism in his stories.  His latest one, _Poor
Thngs_, is a reworking of the Frankenstein theme - almost qualifies as SF.
ISBN unknown at present but will post as soon as I get the book back (it's
been on loan now to various bodies for ages!!!!). Also try his masterpiece
_Lanark_ - utterly brilliant.

I urge all to check out this man's work.

Steven Pirie-Shepherd		       		
srps@galactose.mc.duke.edu	        

------------------------------
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Date: 3 Jan 94 16:00:23 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Del Rey Internet Newsletter, January (long)

WHAT'S NEW IN THE STORES
 
WORLDWAR: IN THE BALANCE by Harry Turtledove.  Hardcover.
 
What if mankind's first contact with an alien species had taken place
during World War II?  Harry Turtledove brings both storytelling skill and
historical expertise to bear in this panoramic recreation of a very
different WWII: as the outcome of the global conflict hangs in the balance,
alien invaders arrive to claim Earth for their lizard race.  Can mankind
unite against a common foe?  And even if they can, how can they stand
against massive technical superiority?  In the hands of many authors, this
could be a snoozer.  But, as he did with the Civil War in GUNS OF THE
SOUTH, Turtledove brings WWII to life and makes his alternate history feel
as real as our own.

THE WITCH DOCTOR by Christopher Stasheff.  Hardcover.
 
The next volume in the _A Wizard in Rhyme_ series begun with HER MAJESTY'S
WIZARD and continued in last year's THE OATHBOUND WIZARD, which brought us
the story of Matt Mantrell and his adventures in the world of magic.  Now
Stasheff introduces Matt's buddy Saul, who's been looking for his lost
friend.  When Saul finds himself swept into the same alternate world of
magic, he has a devil, well, a dickens of a time trying to stay a free
agent in a world where magic emanates from either God or the Adversary.
Stasheff and his slightly off-center characters explore some pretty serious
philosophy, and they have fun doing it.

SHADOW OF THE WELL OF SOULS by Jack Chalker.  Trade paperback.  The second
novel of the new Well World trilogy, which began with ECHOES OF THE WELL OF
SOULS, follows Nathan Brazil and his estranged companion, Mavra Chang as
they race each other to reach the Well of Souls, the site of the universe's
master computer.  But each is faced with daunting obstacles - roadblocks
that seem to be caused by more than the usual animosity of the local
inhabitants.  And worse than that, it appears that the preset course of
evolution on the Well World has been altered and those changes are
beginning to affect the unchangeable Nathan Brazil.  This is classic
Chalker - a quest and a chase story set on a unique world populated by a
variety of alien races.  The trilogy's final volume is currently scheduled
for publication in September 1994 in trade paperback.

ECHOES OF THE WELL OF SOULS by Jack Chalker.  Paperback.
 
This is the first novel in Chalker's new Well World trilogy, and a story
that more closely examines one of Chalker's more interesting characters,
the immortal and eternally wandering Nathan Brazil.  After thousands of
years of living on Earth, Brazil and his equally immortal but estranged
companion Mavra Chang are once more needed by the Well World to combat a
perceived threat to the order of the universe.  ECHOES will definitely
interest fans of the original Well World series, and, because it can be
read independently of the original, it's also a good starting place for
newcomers.

WE OPEN ON VENUS by Christopher Stasheff.  Paperback.
 
Book Two of the theatrically oriented _Starship Troupers_ series.  An
eccentric cast of characters puts on a play out in the planetary provinces.
Everybody from veteran troupers to total neophytes, innocent ingenues to
volatile prima donnas, struts and frets his hour upon the stage, taking to
the boards in the name of the Bard.  Light adventure that puts a new spin
on Shakespeare.

THE WIZARD KING by Julie Dean Smith.  Paperback.
 
The conclusion to Smith's _A Caithan Crusade_ series.  In this volume,
magic returns to Caithe at last but, not in the way Princess Athaya
expected.  A warrior wizard plans to take Caithe for his own, and rule
lesser, mortal people.  Stopping him will be the greatest challenge of
Athaya's life.  A rich medieval fantasy, with court intrigue, endearing
characters, adventure, and an interesting system of magic - Kurtz fans,
take note.

DEL REY DISCOVERY:
THE IMPERIUM GAME by K. D. Wentworth.  Paperback.
 
Big, dense, complicated, meaningful novels, science fictional and
otherwise, are great, but sometimes I just want to dive into an adventure
and have a good time without working hard at all and THE IMPERIUM GAME is
that kind of book.  It's fun, and funny enough that when I first read it I
kept skulking around the hall with a few pages in my hand, waiting to find
a fellow editor to whom I could read the latest good parts.  It's set in a
role-playing environment that recreates ancient Rome, complete with gods
and goddesses and an Underworld.  Of course, everything is the product of
superpowerful computers, and therein, it seems, lies the problem: there are
some weird bugs in the system.  So Minerva won't materialize as anything
but a scruffy owl and keeps disemboweling mice in front of supplicants, and
Mars goes on the rampage as only Mars could.  Meanwhile, one hapless chief
programmer is trying to make everything all right before he gets picked up
by a latter-day Robocop for a murder he, of course, didn't commit.  It's
not great literature, but it makes me smile.
 
DEL REY DATA
  
January books:
WORLDWAR: IN THE BALANCE by Harry Turtledove (SF)
345-38241-2
Hardcover, 496 pp; cover art by Bob Eggleton
 
THE SPOILS OF WAR by Alan Dean Foster (SF)
Book Three of _The Damned_; 345-37576-9
Paperback, 304 pp; cover art by Barclay Shaw
 
THE GOBLIN MIRROR by C. J. Cherryh (F)
345-38476-8
Paperback, 320 pp; cover art by David Cherry
 
HOSTILE TAKEOVER by Jack McKinney (SF)
Book Four of _The Black Hole Travel Agency_; 345-37079-1
Paperback, 368 pp; cover art by Bruce Jensen

February books:
THE WITCH DOCTOR by Christopher Stasheff (F)
Book Three of _A Wizard in Rhyme_; 345-37584-X
Hardcover, 416 pp; cover art by Darrell K. Sweet
 
SHADOW OF THE WELL OF SOULS by Jack Chalker (SF)
_Watchers at the Well,_ Book 2; 345-36202-0
Trade paperback, 384 pp; cover art by Bob Eggleton
 
ECHOES OF THE WELL OF SOULS by Jack Chalker (SF)
_Watchers at the Well,_ Book 1; 345-38686-8
Paperback, 320 pp; cover art by Bob Eggleton
 
WE OPEN ON VENUS by Christopher Stasheff (SF)
Book Two of _Starship Troupers_; 345-36891-6
Paperback, 336 pp; cover art by David Mattingly
 
THE WIZARD KING by Julie Dean Smith (F)
Book Four of _A Caithan Crusade_; 345-37153-4
Paperback, 352 pp; cover art by Michael Herring
 
 --> DEL REY DISCOVERY: THE IMPERIUM GAME by K. D. Wentworth (SF)
345-38729-5
Paperback, 240 pp; cover art by Nicholas Jainschigg

March books:
OUT OF THIS WORLD by Lawrence Watt-Evans (SF/F)
Book One of the _Three Worlds Trilogy_; 345-37245-X
Hardcover, 320 pp; cover art by Peter Peebles
 
A GUIDE TO THE STAR WARS UNIVERSE, SECOND EDITION, REVISED &
EXPANDED by Bill Slavicsek (SF reference)
345-38625-6
Trade paperback, 448 pp; cover art by Ralph McQuarrie
 
THE TALISMANS OF SHANNARA by Terry Brooks (F)
Book Four of _The Heritage of Shannara_; 345-38674-4
Paperback, 448 pp; cover art by Keith Parkinson
 
THE PRINCE OF ILL-LUCK by Susan Dexter (F)
345-38065-7
Paperback, 256 pp; cover art by Mark Harrison
 
FIRE IN A FARAWAY PLACE by Robert Frezza (SF)
Sequel to A SMALL COLONIAL WAR; 345-38724-4
Paperback, 320 pp; cover art by Peter Peebles
 
ROADMARKS and MY NAME IS LEGION by Roger Zelazny (SF)
Repackages; 345-34515-0 and 345-29522-6
Paperbacks, 192 and 224 pp; cover art by Michael Herring and Tim
Hildebrandt

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Elizabeth H. Boyer

Elizabeth Boyer has published 10 fantasy novels with Del Rey since 1980,
and eight are still in print.  That's pretty impressive.  She began
publishing stand-alone novels - THE X AND THE Y novels, as I refer to them,
and later began a big, sweeping series called _The Wizard's War._ All her
books share the same fascination with Norse mythology and magic combined
with a sense of humor which is a good thing, because that Norse mythology
can get pretty dreary without a light touch.
 
Books are listed in chronological order by publication date, with the
series title, if any, listed in parentheses.  The two that are no longer
available are marked with asterisks.
 
THE SWORD AND THE SATCHEL (5/80; 345-33601-1)*
THE ELVES AND THE OTTERSKIN (9/80; 345-32054-9)
THE THRALL AND THE DRAGON'S HEART (9/82; 33749-2)
THE WIZARD AND THE WARLORD (8/83; 345-34711-0)*
THE TROLL'S GRINDSTONE (_The Wizard's War_, 7/86; 345-32182-0) THE
CURSE OF SLAGFID (_The Wizard's War_, 6/89; 345-33265-2) THE
DRAGON'S CARBUNCLE (_The Wizard's War_, 6/90; 345-35459-1) THE LORD
OF CHAOS (_The Wizard's War_, 10/91; 345-36302-7)
THE CLAN OF THE WARLORD (10/92; 35966-6)
THE BLACK LYNX (12/93; 345-37593-9)
 
About the Author:
Elizabeth Boyer began planning her writing career during junior high school
in her rural Idaho hometown.  She read almost anything the Bookmobile
brought and learned a great love for nature and wilderness.  Science
fiction in large quantities led her to Tolkien's writings, which inspired a
great curiosity about Scandinavian folklore.  Ms. Boyer is Scandinavian by
descent and hopes to visit the homeland of her ancestors.  She has a B.A.
from Brigham Young University at Provo, Utah, in English literature.
 
After spending several years in the Rocky Mountain wilderness of central
Utah, she and her husband now live in Utah's Oquirrh mountains.  Sharing
their home are two daughters and an assortment of animals.  Ms. Boyer
enjoys horseback riding, cross-country skiing, and classical music.
 
IN DEPTH

K. D. Wentworth is one of Del Rey's newest authors.  Her first book, THE
IMPERIUM GAME, is just out and the story of her writing career should prove
inspirational or at least helpful to anyone trying to break into the
sf/fantasy field.  Wentworth's second novel, MOONSPEAKER, will be a fall
'94 title, and I suspect from reading the following essay that she has no
plans to slow down.  So I will now go clear off a special shelf for
incoming Wentworth novels #3, #4, #5...  Meanwhile, here's what she has to
say about how she got started and what happened next.
 
THANK YOU, UNCLE SAM
 
My mad rush to publication started at the beginning of a steamy Oklahoma
summer six years ago.  Then, as now, I was working as an elementary teacher
and had the summer off.  I have always been blessed/cursed with a lot of
nervous energy and find it impossible to stay sane watching "Perry Mason"
re-runs and dusting bric-a- brac, but when I mentioned looking for a
part-time job, my husband, still smarting from paying the extra taxes on my
part-time wages from the year before, paled and said, "Why not stay home
this summer and write?"  The twinkle in his eye added: _no danger of you
making any money at that!_
 
I said, "Okay," bought a copy of Damon Knight's CREATING SHORT FICTION, and
decided to either read about how to write or write for two hours each
afternoon.  For the first few weeks, I did a lot more reading than writing.
My poor husband would come home and say, "How was your day?"
 
I would grit my teeth and say, "Great!  I wrote a whole sentence today and
it was really, really wonderful!"  Then I would seriously think about
killing him.  By midsummer, though, I reached the all- important section
entitled "Plot."  Things began to flow a little better.  I decided to write
a humorous story, my most natural voice, and actually finished it.  My
husband brought home a laptop computer for me to try one weekend.  I used
it to write a story in three days and was completely hooked.  He bought me
an IBM clone and has seen very little of me since, although we do exchange
e- mail occasionally.
 
I received my first rejection (from _Asimov's_) in October and managed not
to slit my wrists, just barely.  Then I discovered the Writers of the
Future Contest and began entering every quarter. In January I finished a
short story that was really the first chapter of a novel and decided to
give the novel a try.  I discovered Lawrence Block's THE NOVEL FROM PLOT TO
PRINT and thought, "Oh, so that's how it's done," then set a goal of
writing three pages a day.  In April, when _Aboriginal SF_ sent my first
personal rejection, I was so excited that we celebrated by going out to
dinner.
 
I sent the novel off to Pageant in August and took time to write a short
story for the upcoming Writers of the Future deadline - my fifth entry,
then started my second novel.  In December, Pageant sent back my first
novel, saying that it was good and they were sorry to return it without an
offer, but the company had been sold.
 
The following day, Writers of the Future called: I had won third place in
the last quarter.  My story would be published in WRITERS OF THE FUTURE V
and I would receive a free trip to a week-long workshop in New York with
Tim Powers and Algis Budrys.  Thrilled, I developed stomach trouble,
thereby discovering that the body often can't tell good stress from bad,
and lay awake nights, planning my career.  In the meantime, I finished my
second novel.
 
After I returned from the workshop and the awards ceremony at the United
Nations, I sent out more stories and waited for the sales to roll in.  They
didn't - and didn't - and didn't.  The following nine months were the most
discouraging of my entire writing life.  Then, in December, almost exactly
one year after I won in WOTF, I sold a story to a new magazine called
_Starshore._ Then _Pulphouse_ took one, and _Journal Wired._ I began to
make sales here and there, and in the fall, sold three stories in one week,
including one to _Aboriginal._ I joined SFWA and finished my third novel.
In the meantime, DAW and Del Rey rejected the second one.
 
From time to time, I tortured myself by querying reputable agents.  They
either a) wouldn't answer my letter at all, or b) agreed to look at my
work, then politely declined to represent me, or c) agreed to look at my
work and never, ever, read it, pleading excuse after excuse as the months
piled up and my novel drifted in publishing limbo.  I wrote a fourth novel,
a sequel to the second, but couldn't market it since its predecessor had
never sold.  I continued to sell short stories, making my biggest
circulation sale yet to _Alfred Hitchcock's Mystery Magazine._ In spring
1991, I won a scholarship to the Wesleyan Writers Conference and traveled
to Connecticut to learn about Art with a capital A.
 
I continued to send my novels out and they consistently came back with
polite personal rejections.  I considered leaving off my return address to
foil the publishers in their frenzied need to return my work, but figured
they would track me down anyway.  I filled a whole file folder with
rejections, so I started a second one, having saved each and every slip in
the secret hope that when I had "enough" of them, they would achieve
critical mass and I wouldn't get any more.  So far, I don't seem to have
enough.
 
1992 rolled around and I wrote the first draft of a fifth novel, THE
IMPERIUM GAME, then decided I was nuts to spend all my time on novels when
I couldn't sell them.  I put it aside and wrote more short stories, hoping
to accrue enough credits to persuade a good agent to take me on.  I began
to get rewrite requests from magazines like _Fantasy & Science Fiction._
Some of those stories sold, some didn't, but each rewrite taught me
something important.
 
In early 1993, I went back to THE IMPERIUM GAME and completed the final
drafts.  By waiting, I had given myself enough emotional distance to see
the flaws and polish them out.  I sent the manuscript to Del Rey, because I
had heard of the Discovery program and knew they were looking for new
voices.
 
Then, in February, lightning struck.  An agent from a top literary agency
called the editor of _Fantasy & Science Fiction,_ asking if she knew any
writers looking for agents, and got my name.  She called me to chat and
find out if I had any novels done.  "Only five," I said, not knowing
whether I should be ashamed I had that many or glad.  Three weeks later,
she agreed to represent me.
 
In May, Del Rey bought THE IMPERIUM GAME.  I spent the next three months
rewriting my second novel, MOONSPEAKER, trying to use everything five long
years of writing and being rejected had taught me.  In October, Del Rey
bought the rewritten MOONSPEAKER.
 
I took inventory of my life the other day and realized that somewhere along
the way I have given up cooking, working out at the health club, folk
dancing with my friends, and watching television.  I recently had to admit
to my fourth grade students that I don't know who Steve Urkle is and have
never watched "Beverly Hills 90210."  I see my husband on alternate
Saturday nights and wash clothes only when the dirty ones threaten to
overwhelm the house.  And I have an appointment with a tax accountant next
week and my husband is hinting I might like to take up ceramics next summer
instead of writing.
 
Thanks, Uncle Sam - I owe it all to you.

   - K. D. Wentworth

[Moderator's Note: Due to the length of this article, it has been split
into two parts.  Part two will appear in issue #4.]

------------------------------
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Date: 3 Jan 94 23:18:51 GMT
From: crichar@bldgumsu.lan1.umanitoba.ca (Cheryl Richardson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Diane Duane's New "Door" book

I have been impatiently waiting for the third "Door" book by Diane Duane.
I read her first two (The Door into Fire / The Door into Shadow) some time
ago.  Has anyone heard when the new one will be out and in what format
(hardcover or paperback) it will be published.

Thank you.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 00:09:36 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Diane Duane's New "Door" book

Cheryl Richardson (crichar@bldgumsu.lan1.umanitoba.ca) wrote:
>I have been impatiently waiting for the third "Door" book by Diane Duane.
>I read her first two (The Door into Fire / The Door into Shadow) some time
>ago.  Has anyone heard when the new one will be out and in what format (
>hardcover or paperback) it will be published.

_Door into Sunset_ is out in hardcover and has been for a bit (more than a
month, less than a yeaar).  I saw a copy on the shelf when I was in LA,
okay, Ventura if you want to be picky a week or so ago.  At Dangerous
Visions.  I think.

I almost bought it, but decided, reluctantly, to wait for paperback.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 08:39:14 GMT
From: audrey@zikzak.apana.org.au (Audrey Falconer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Diane Duane's New "Door" book

I have a paperback here, published in Great Britain, 1992. I thought it was
available over in the US, but it seems that it isn't, like her _Wizards
Abroad_.

Audrey

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 12:29:29 GMT
From: ajmsun1@liverpool.ac.uk (Mr A.J. Mockler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HINZ we go again!

It's time once again for my periodic request for all you Christopher Hinz
(the "Paratwa" trilogy) fans to type up. Come on, there must be some of you
out there. If you haven't read him yet then seek out a copy of his first
book Liege Killer. It is by all standards a classic, and was bettered with
the other two in the series (Ash Ock and the Paratwa).

Does anyone have any news on the guy? Four years is a long time.  I was
stateside recently and found even less evidence of his work in bookstores
than is exhibited in the U.K! What is going on?

Alan

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 07:34:33 GMT
From: hayenga@maroon.tc.umn.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Any info on P.C. Hodgell _Seeker's Mask_?

Has anyone heard any more about when _Seeker's Mask_ will actually be
released and how to get it?  I've asked my local bookstore but they say
they haven't been able to find anything out.

Gary Hayenga

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 14:26:22 GMT
From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: OUT OF TIME by James P. Hogan

		       OUT OF TIME by James P. Hogan
	    Bantam Spectra, ISBN 0-553-29971-9, 1993, US$3.00.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1993 Evelyn C. Leeper

   This could be described as a story that fell through a time warp - it
reads like the old "science puzzler" stories you used to see in the 1950s.
A strange phenomenon has struck New York.  Time is out of joint (with
apologies to Philip K. Dick) - everyone's clock or watch seems to be
running at a different speed, with the result that people find themselves
losing time.  For example, their watch says an hour has passed, but the
clock at City Hall says two hours have passed.  (One assumes everyone is
syncing up with the sun, though this is never actually stated.)  Joe
Kopeksky is trying to find out why this is happening and how to stop it.
Along the way he meets the same stereotyped and cliched characters one
would have found in the 1950s: a German scientist (complete with thick
accent), an Irish priest (complete with thick brogue), and so on.  (If it
is politically incorrect to write racially stereotyped characters, why is
it apparently not politically incorrect to write nationally stereotyped
ones?)

   In any case, this is not a book one reads for the characterization.
Hogan's solution is derived from one way of expressing the laws of physics,
but he may be taking some philosophical concepts too literally for this to
be strictly science fiction.  There is a certain element of fantasy here
(in my opinion), or at least the sort of scientific "babble-speak" that
STAR TREK has become known for.  This book is a definite departure from the
usual literary bent of this series of novellas, and will probably
disappoint the series' regular readers, while not reaching the audience for
the 1950s nostalgia that it seems to be.

Title:      Out of Time
Author:     James P. Hogan
City:       New York
Date:       December 1993
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
Comments:   paperback, US$3.00
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-29971-9
Pages:      128pp

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 18:50:36 GMT
From: markk@david.rdyne.rockwell.com (Mark Kelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JABLOKOV

Alexander Jablokov has a short story collection scheduled for publication
this coming Spring, from Arkham House, called "The Breath of Suspension."

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 01:47:53 GMT
From: mrogers@mtholyoke.edu (Sean Patrick Rogers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Guy Gavriel Kay

Has anyone read the novel after "The Summer Tree" by Guy Gavriel Kay?  I
just finished TST, and was wondering how the second book in the trilogy is?

Thanks.

Sean Rogers
mrogers@mhc.mtholyoke.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 02:43:08 GMT
From: kjm@panix.com (Kevin Maroney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

Sean Patrick Rogers <mrogers@MtHolyoke.edu> wrote:
>Has anyone read the novel after "The Summer Tree" by Guy Gavriel Kay?  I
>just finished TST, and was wondering how the second book in the trilogy
>is?

Very much the same, which is to say, very good. Kay's writing improves
slightly as the series progresses, but not much since it starts at such a
high level, it's a shame he never quite gets over the occasional clunker.
Basically, the whole trilogy is very much of a single piece.

_Tigana_ is a major step forward, and I consider it one of the major works
of fantasy, possibly the best fantasy since _Little, Big_.

Kevin J. Maroney
kjm@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 05:11:43 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

mrogers@MtHolyoke.edu (Sean Patrick Rogers) writes:
>Has anyone read the novel after "The Summer Tree" by Guy Gavriel Kay?  I
>just finished TST, and was wondering how the second book in the trilogy
>is?

Better. :-) And the third one is better than the second... once you're
done, you'll want to reread them immediately, I think. If only to see what
you missed the first time...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 14:55:25 GMT
From: bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu (David Wren-Hardin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

mrogers@MtHolyoke.edu (Sean Patrick Rogers) writes:
>Has anyone read the novel after "The Summer Tree" by Guy Gavriel Kay?  I
>just finished TST, and was wondering how the second book in the trilogy
>is?

This is one of my favorite series of all time. If you liked the first, you
should like the second.  And if you like the series, you should read his
other books. Tigana is a stand alone book that is _excellent_, and I've
heard similar comments about his last books, _A Song for Arbonne_ but,
haven't read it yet myself.

David Wren-Hardin
University of Chicago
bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 16:00:23 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Del Rey Internet Newsletter, January (long)

[Moderator's Note: This is the second part of the article that began in
issue #3.]

Q & A

Q: This may be an old question, but will there ever be another 2001 novel
   by Arthur C. Clarke?  I once read that he was paid an advance to write
   20,001.
A: Arthur C. Clarke does plan to write another "something-thousand-
and-one" book - it may be set somewhat closer to our time than 20,001.
What's holding up the project is the fact that Clarke doesn't want to start
until the Galileo spacecraft gets to Jupiter and sends back data; he needs
that information to write a book that's not wrong or misleading.  Depending
on the kind offices of NASA to do the necessary research for your book can
mean, apparently, that you must have the patience of an elephant.
 
Q: How do you go about assigning a manuscript to a copyeditor?  Do you take
   into account the c/e's own personal tastes?
A: Editors don't assign the manuscripts, at least at Del Rey; the
copyediting coordinator does.  She knows our freelancers, and gives them
books that they're competent to edit; she also knows who enjoys the sf and
fantasy manuscripts and who doesn't, and assigns accordingly. She makes
every effort, too, to assign all the books of a series to the same
copyeditor, to facilitate continuity checking.

Q: Have you ever received any manuscripts in electronic form, and do you
   plan on eventually e-mailing (or FTPing) electronic versions of
   manuscripts to copyeditors?
A: We get unsolicited manuscripts on disk occasionally, which makes us
unhappy.  We've edited a few of our books on disk, but the systems aren't
yet in place in the production department to make use of
electronically-formatted manuscripts.  Until the whole system goes
electronic, it's very hard for any one department to do so and very
frustrating to try.  Our copyeditors aren't set up to copyedit on disk, and
since they're freelancers, the problem of making sure they all have the
right hardware and software would be a tricky one.  Any super-advanced
system we set up would probably include the following: editing/copyediting
on disk using software that keeps track of who made which changes and
allows for queries; electronic transmission of the manuscript to the
copyeditor (assuming everyone's online), allowing us to hire freelancers
outside the immediate area; delivery on disk to the printer.
 
Q: I do not feel that Del Rey drops authors any more than another
   publisher; I do wonder, however, if Del Rey (or any other publisher, for
   that matter) ever realize that they might have made a mistake, and give
   the authors another chance. Perhaps the books were poorly marketed or
   distributed, for whatever reason.
A: As far as second chances are concerned, there's a big hurdle to overcome
in publishing: prior sales record.  If a book (or an author) has performed
disappointingly in the past, it is extremely difficult for a sales
representative to convince a bookstore buyer that the book (or the author)
is worth taking a a chance on the second time around.  Even in the best of
situations these days, many bookstore buyers often "buy to the net": if
they ordered 10 copies of an author's first book, and sold 7, they will
order only 7 copies of the second book and then only sell 5.  Then, the
next time around, they might order 5...  Our reps have a very hard time
combatting this, so trying to convince buyers to take 10 of a book they
sold 3 of last time is almost impossible without some very convincing
"cross-sell" information like a related movie, sudden huge popularity of
the author's later books, a "hot" subject, et cetera.
  
IMHO:  SF, Crichton style

Michael Crichton's on my mind lately.  At Ballantine this year, everyone
zeroed in on our latest megaselling paperback superstar: the editors, the
sales force, the promotion department, the advertising people, and the
reprint department (_especially_ the reprint department!).  Not only were
two movies based on Crichton novels released, catapulting those books onto
bestseller lists everywhere, but THE MAKING OF JURASSIC PARK and Crichton's
previous books, including CONGO, THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN, and THE TERMINAL
MAN, were all wildly successful for us.  Not bad for one author, one year,
and one publisher.
 
Obviously Crichton sells.  Not so obviously, though, he's the bestselling
science-fiction author there is, even though most of his readers would
never think of JURASSIC PARK, CONGO, SPHERE, or THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN as
science fiction.  In fact, a lot of Crichton readers say they don't like sf
and never read it.  Science-fiction editors find this extremely
frustrating.  It even makes us rant and rave and act generally unsavory.
If it's so clear to us that Michael Crichton writes sf, why isn't it clear
to the vast majority of the book-reading public?  And why does Crichton's
sf soar onto the bestseller lists (even lacking a high- profile movie),
leaving in the dust a lot of similar books labeled science fiction?
 
Crichton has a modus operandi: first he finds a hot scientific or
technological topic (for example, dinosaur DNA from the bellies of
prehistoric mosquitoes).  Then he revs it up and lets it run ahead of
current developments, cursorily explaining the fictional solutions to
current roadblocks (how to actually clone a viable dinosaur from that
fragmentary DNA: fill in the blanks with frogs).  He sets the book as near
in the future as possible in fact, nothing separates Crichton's fictional
worlds from our own _except_ the fictional scientific/technological
advances.  Then he puts together a fast-moving plot that revolves around
the technology or science (a dinosaur theme-park gone disastrously wrong.)
And he then explains the technology or science to the reader as the plot
unfolds (Malcolm expounding on chaos theory in JURASSIC PARK, or the
mini-essay on reptiles vs. birds that's inserted into the action near the
end.)

This approach appeals to millions of readers except some hardcore sf
readers, who perhaps find Crichton's ideas and writing unexciting.  But
many more people have read JP this year than any 10 science-fiction novels.
So how does Crichton's product differ from the sf novels published _as_ sf?
 
Most important of all is the setting.  SF readers are used to assimilating
the necessary details of an unfamiliar setting - a futuristic society, a
far-off colony planet, an alien culture, or our own society gone down the
tubes, in the opening chapters of a novel.  And SF writers take advantage
of their readers' ability to pick up crucial facts on the fly.  It's a
skill we usually don't realize we have, but it explains why sf novels often
seem impenetrably confusing to non-sf readers.  In fact, a lot of the feel
of science fiction comes from the tossing around of science- fictional
details in a way that makes them seem commonplace.  If done with subtlety,
this makes the whole setting feel well developed and realistic even if only
some elements are described: readers see only the tip of the iceberg, but
the tip seems so real that the rest _must_ be down there.
 
Crichton doesn't do this.  Instead, he uses our own world and time.  This
way, he avoids having to orient his readers to a new setting, and they can
jump right into the story, simply assuming that everything not explicitly
described as different is the same as their everyday experience would
suggest.
 
Second, Crichton is very careful about how he presents his science or his
technological developments.  He lays the subjects out very clearly,
sometimes taking time out from the action entirely to fill readers in on
something that proves the relevance of an upcoming plot development.  He
picks subjects he can explain simply, and if the subject is not simple (as
most scientific subjects are not), he fictionalizes it to make it simple -
that frog DNA again.  And he doesn't toss the information around as if
readers already know it; he spells it out more explicitly.
 
One of science fiction's unwritten rules seems to be that as much new
information as possible should be presented as given, as long as the reader
doesn't get too confused.  Crichton has other ideas.  Instead, he
drastically reduces the amount of new information he needs to get across
(by using our world and time as the setting) and then approaches the rest
head-on, aiming for clarity and simplicity rather than the seamless
insertion of information.
 
Science fiction has developed a style that's harder to read than is most
fiction; Crichton has taken the subject matter of sf and divorced it from
that style.  Along with Tom Clancy, Michael Crichton has found a way to
present advanced technology and scientific information (fictional or
otherwise) to a mass audience in a palatable, easily digested format.  You
don't have to be an experienced reader to read Crichton; you certainly
don't have to be an experienced sf reader.  Crichton's books, and his
astounding success, point out something that's not so obvious: to read
science fiction requires specialized skills.  And since a lot of people who
lack these skills want to read thrillers about the latest hot topics in
science, Crichton has a huge market that regular sf can't touch.  So here's
what I want to know: how do we convince his readers there's a lot more good
stuff out there, worth reading even if they have to work a little harder at
it?  Now that their brains are warmed up, how do we convince them to
stretch their minds?
 
Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
ekh@panix.com
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Date: 3 Jan 94 05:38:36 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: H.M. Hoover

			   Review:  H.M. Hoover

Helen M. Hoover is one of the better writers of sf juveniles.  Her books
tend to be set in dystopian futures - exceedingly dystopian in some cases,
but more commonly in futures which aren't repellent, so much as lacking.
Many of the books feature technocratic societies which aren't oppressive,
but don't have a great deal of heart, or much room for nature or art.

In a way that's a trap for an author, especially a writer of juveniles,
because it's too easy to generate reader identification by making the main
character a young person who doesn't fit in, and whose values are better
suited to our own society.  Hoover tends to lean less heavily upon this
short cut in her better novels.  Among those are:

"The Rains of Eridan" (*** on an uncalibrated four-point scale).  This
novel has what is almost the default Hoover setting - a corporation-
sponsored scientific expedition on a new world.  Something has gone wrong
with the Eridan expedition, however, and members are gripped by a growing
and irrational panic that culminates in mutiny.  Theo Leslie, a
Xenobiologist, is out in the field at the time, and witnesses the murder of
two of the expedition leaders, and the escape of their daughter, Karen
Orlov.  Typically for Hoover, that's almost the last we hear of the mutiny,
except in passing.  The rest of the book follows Theo and Leslie as they
pursue the scientific mystery of the panic, and as they come to appreciate
Eridan for its beauty and wonder, and not just for its profit potential.

"Return to Earth" (***) also follows the pattern of showing a young
protagonist from the viewpoint of an older one.  The latter, in this case,
is Galen Innes, governor of one of the major space habitats, who wishes to
retire on backwater Earth.  The former is Samara Lloyd.  When Samara's
mother is assassinated, she inherits the directorship of Continental Lloyd
Corporation.  (In practical terms, this means she inherits North America.)
She also inherits the enmity of the Dolmen - the cult leader probably
responsible for the assassination.  The book follows her initial clashes
with the Dolmen, and her effort to bring him down.  It leaves unanswered
the question of whether she can cure the cultural malaise that allowed him
to come to prominence in the first place.

"The Delikon" (***-) is set in a future in which the casual exploitation of
other worlds backfired.  The Delikon, a technologically advanced and quite
alien species, got fed up, conquered Earth, and set about to reeducate
humanity their way.  Their way isn't particularly onerous - when you're
that powerful there's no need for cruelty, and in part it involves bringing
up the human children who will be humanity's next generation of leaders.
This training is most successfully conducted by Delikon children adapted to
a humanoid form capable of surviving on Earth.  Varina is the best of these
trainers, which is why she's had the job for as many decades or centuries
as she has.  Yet, after all this time, the Delikon have still not succeeded
in bringing Humanity around to Delikon norms, a failure which is brought
home when Varina finds herself in the middle of an uprising against the
Delikon.

A couple of other books could have been as good if Hoover had been able to
resist the temptation to write down to her readers.  "Another Heaven,
Another Earth" (**+) takes place on a dying colony.  After five centuries,
time has done away with most of the colony's higher technology, the
planet's heavy metals have reduced fertility and life expectancy, and each
generation is smaller than the one before it.  Then a new expedition comes
to the planet - arrogant, condescending, offering a rescue the colonists
never sought.  "The Lost Star" (**+) features another failed colony, in
this case that of an alien species which human researchers don't even
recognize as sentient.  The intelligence which was to have guided that
colony takes a chance and uses the last of its power in a gamble that a
young human might be able to make a difference.

Writing down is Hoover's besetting literary sin.  Her blacks are too black,
her whites are too white, her settings have no depth, her stories have
simplistic morals and she likes to make *sure* the reader will understand
the moral of the story.  (Authors like Duane and Jones stand as proof that
a book can clearly be a juvenile and still not be written down.)  Engaging
characters, an avoidance (usually) of unnecessary melodrama, and a focus
upon the human, rather than the technical side of her projected futures
make Hoover's better novels worth reading, but she has yet to make the jump
from good to excellent.

Author:    Hoover, H.M.
Title:     The Rains of Eridan
Title:     Return to Earth
Title:     The Delikon
Publisher: Avon (paperback reprints)

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
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Date: 2 Jan 94 21:52:46 GMT
From: ehickey@news.acns.nwu.edu (Erin K. Hickey  ehickey@merle.acns.nwu.edu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Katherine Kerr: Daggerspell (minor spoilers)

coatem@aix02.ecs.rpi.edu (Malik Paul Coates) writes:
>I read Daggerspell last night. I wasn't able to put it down until I
>finished, and now I can't get it out of my mind :( That book actually
>bothered me. It left me feeling depressed like Stephen King's older books
>did.  I'm still tempted to read the others, but before I do I NEED to know
>what happens so I can decide if I really want to.  Does Nevyn ever get the
>girl?? if so when??  Are the other books as good as that one???

Let's just say that things get back on the right track....finally.  I just
finished everything she has out in paperback (well, all the westlands
novels) and liked them all.  Daggerspell was the best, but the others are
not that far behind.  K.K continues with the "flashback" chapters which
explain in more detail who some of the charcters are.  The "present" story
is continued for at about one hundred years.  Just read 'em!

Erin
ehickey@acns.nwu.edu
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Date: 4 Jan 94 09:50:25 GMT
From: istewart@datlog.co.uk (Ian Stewartson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Katherine Kerr: Daggerspell (minor spoilers)

Does any one know anything about the next book after Days of Blood and Fire
(I assume there is one given the ending)?

Ian Stewartson
Data Logic Ltd.
Kings House
Kymberley Road
Harrow, Middlesex, HA1 1YD, UK
istewart@datlog.co.uk
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Date: 31 Dec 93 18:11:01 GMT
From: djdaneh@pbhyc.pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fritz Leiber, _You're All Alone_

dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de (Ludwig Dickmann) writes:
>Well, Fritz Leiber is my favourite author, 

I can't go so far, but he was certainly one of the finest writers ever to
work in this field.  I'm reminded of Harlan Ellison's remark that he felt
"unworthy to sharpen Leiber's pencils" - respected and loved by all.  He
was also a genuinely sweet and warm human being; I'm glad that his last
time on this Earth was spent in the company of a woman he loved, for the
death of his first wife had shattered him.

>I am somewhat surprised to find so few people talking about him in this
>news group.

Not really surprising - he was brilliant, wonderful, and above all
_readable_ but, practically everyone agrees on this.  He wrote exciting
stories that the quasiliterate could enjoy, literately; his writing was as
elegant as Joyce's and as simple as Stephen King (on an unusually good
day).  He wrote in so many subgenres and did *all* of them so well that
there's something for anyone to love.

So he's not controversial.  What's for a group like this to discuss?  How
can we flame each other? - so to speak.  

>IMHO, Fritz Leiber was one of the best writers in the sf/fantasy/horror
>field, and nobody else had such a large variety in his writings.

Well, durn few, anyway.  I think Heinlein came close - straight SF, teenage
romance, horror ("They" and THE PUPPET MASTERS), sword'n'sorcery (GLORY
ROAD), science-fantasy ("Waldo"), contemporary fantasy, etc..  But he's
controversial, so he gets all the attention!

>Leiber created the term "Sword & Sorcery"

I didn't know that!  Cool.

>[H]is horror fiction is equally well-known ("Our Lady of Darkness", "Smoke
>Ghost"),

How can you leave out CONJURE WIFE and "The Girl With the Hungry Eyes?"
Probably not as incredibly good as OLoD (btw, I still prefer Leiber's
original title, "The Pale Brown Thing"), but mighty good nonetheless and
better-known because of media versions.

>* He never wrote much. It took Leiber almost 50 years to write a total of
>seven (not too long) books on Fafhrd and Grey Mouser. Other writers do
>seven longer books in not even two years. It seems rather obvious to me
>that quality has to suffer from such high productivity

Well, he *did* write a lot of other stuff in between the F&tGM books -
actually, if anyone can provide a good bibliography of Fritz Leiber's work

   (Hint! Hint!)

I think you'll be surprised at how *MUCH* there is.  Certainly not much
compared to a writing machine like Asimov or King or even Robert
Silverberg, but a goodsized shelf full.

[Moderator's Note: anyone who wants a good bibliography of Leiber's work
can find one in the SF-Lovers archives in the authorlists directory.  The
filename is Leiber.Fritz]

>* Leiber always knew very precisely how many pages an idea he had was good
>for.  He mastered equally well short-short stories like "The Bait" (4
>pages), and long novels like "The Wanderer" (400 pages).

Ah, THE WANDERER.  What a lovely story!  And subtly hilarious; the roller-
coaster scene at the beginning had me in helpless tears of laughter the
first time I read it.

>If I remember correctly, he remains the only writer to have won Hugo
>Awards in all 4 fiction categories, i.e. Novel ("The Wanderer", "The Big
>Time), Novella ("Ship of Shadows"), Novelette ("Ill met in Lankhmar"),
>Short Story ("Gonna Roll the Bones").

Huh.  Hasn't Le Guin picked up all four?  - I could be wrong...

>I would like to learn others' views on Fritz Leiber and his work.

Well, I've been working for some time on a long essay on Leiber (and
another on Theodore Sturgeon, who I think ranks as high), which if I ever
finish will appear in rec.arts.sf.reviews.  But in the meanwhile, so would
I!

Dan'l
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Date: 31 Dec 93 21:13:56 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fritz Leiber, _You're All Alone_

I've never been enthusiastic about most of Leiber's novels.  In particular,
both "You're All Alone" and "Conjure Wife" have always struck me as
beginning with wonderful premises and never being able to live up to them.

>I think you'll be surprised at how *MUCH* there is.  Certainly not much
>compared to a writing machine like Asimov or King or even Robert
>Silverberg

'Even' Robert Silverberg?  I read an anecdote a few years back about
someone who asked Silverberg if he would have been able to maintain the
quality of his writing had he churned out as many books as, say, Isaac
Asimov.  His answer was "I've written *more* books than Isaac Asimov."
(And under a great many pseudonyms, I might add.)

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
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Date: 2 Jan 94 03:24:46 GMT
From: ghirarde@wam.umd.edu (Judith Ellen Ghirardelli)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Anyone read Dragondoom by McKiernan?

Ulen Neal E <nealu@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu> wrote:
>I don't know why, but I love _Dragondoom_, what a great story.  It's one
>of my most favorite books.  I was just wondering if anyone else has read
>it and what you thought of it.

Yes, I loved it too.  One of my favorites.  I liked the other 2 series, but
this one was really original IMO.  And such a great story of right and
wrong, and stereotyping people (and dwarves), and how both sides can be
right and wrong at the same time, and how your "enemies" may be just like
you.  I love the author's note, where he says it is really a story about
redbirds and bluebirds.  I really loved it. I still don't know who I think
was right about who the treasure belonged to.

Judy Ghirardelli
ghirarde@bunyip.gsfc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 31 Dec 93 23:06:36 GMT
From: ggreenberg2@ssc.wisc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Marge Piercy

Has anyone read Marge Piercy's Women on the Edge of Time?  An excellent
book and a good example of anarchist rather than libertarian tendency in
some Science Fiction.  The emphasis is more on cooperation rather than self
gain and individual rights as well as on networks of cooperating
communities.  Her recent book whose name I can't remember also hints at
some anarchist ideas, especially its emphasis on communities.  It also
flows much better and show considerable improvement in her writing.

Greg Greenberg

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 94 09:57:38 GMT
From: dasher@netcom.com (Anton Sherwood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Resnick series title?

Is there an overall title for the Resnick novels that include SANTIAGO, THE
DARK LADY, SOOTHSAYER/ORACLE/PROPHET and maybe TALES OF THE VELVET COMET
and TALES OF THE GALACTIC MIDWAY?  That is, set in the history where the
capital of the human empire is on Deluros VIII?

Anton Sherwood
dasher@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 18:33:04 GMT
From: djdaneh@pbhyc.pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Resnick series title?

dasher@netcom.com (Anton Sherwood) writes:
>Is there an overall title for the Resnick novels that include SANTIAGO,
>THE DARK LADY, SOOTHSAYER/ORACLE/PROPHET and maybe TALES OF THE VELVET
>COMET and TALES OF THE GALACTIC MIDWAY?  That is, set in the history where
>the capital of the human empire is on Deluros VIII?

Actually, it's a lot bigger than that - dam near *everything* Resnick has
written, with the exception of some very early books (like REDBEARD), and
some short stories, is set in a single universe.  The "empire" period is
one of several.

This future is sketched out in some loose detail in his BIRTHRIGHT: THE
BOOK OF MAN, a brilliant abuse of the structure Isaac Asimov worked out for
the "Foundation" stories: in a series of vignettes, Resnick carries the
reader from the relatively-near future to the end of the human race...  and
beyond.  (This was the first Resnick I ever read, and it's still one of my
favorites.)

Dan'l

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 17:18:17 GMT
From: INFN000@musicb.mcgill.ca (FREEDMAN)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Simmons, When Worlds Collide Sequel?

Wm Simmons' When Worlds Collide ends with a significant, unresolved issue.
Was a sequel planned? When is it scheduled to come out?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 13:03:11 GMT
From: an55864@anon.penet.fi
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: After Worlds Collide (was When Worlds Collide)

When Worlds Collide did indeed have a sequel: After Worlds Collide. I'm not
sure how much one should give away in this sort of post but, suffice it to
say that the giant ship successfully escapes the doomed Earth and locates a
habitable planet.  Strangely enough, they are not the only ones living
there.  As old science fiction it is pretty good but some dumb things take
place that sort of spoiled it for me.  A good, light read though.  I would
recommend it to anyone who enjoyed the original.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 93 12:51:34 GMT
From: DMCCOLL@albnyvms.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 1890's Science Fiction

Can anyone send me a list of science fiction that either takes place in the
late 1800's or was written during this time?

I already know about Frank Stockton's book "The Great War Syndicate" which
IMHO was ahead of its time. We all know about Jules Verne and early H.G.
Wells.  I am not looking for time travel books, but for stories that take
place during that era.

Thanks in advance.

Daniel McColl
dmccoll@albnyvms.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 93 20:04:56 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: 1890's Science Fiction

DMCCOLL@albnyvms.BITNET:
>Can anyone send me a list of science fiction that either takes place in
>the late 1800's or was written during this time?

The obvious way to fill that prescription would be to wade through the
boatload of Holmes sf and Dracula sf (or sf featuring both).

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 93 15:33:04 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: 1890's Science Fiction

Daniel McColl writes:
> Can anyone send me a list of science fiction that either takes place in
> the late 1800's or was written during this time?

Michael Moorcock is an enthusiastic scholar of the science fiction and
fantasy of this period; you might like to consult his books for many
references:

  Wizardry and Wild Romance (Michael Moorcock, Gollancz, 1987)
  Fantasy: the 100 best books (ed. James Cawthorn and Michael Moorcock, 
    Xanadu, 1988)

There's also

  Future perfect: American sf of the 19th century (ed. H. Bruce Franklin,
    Oxford University Press, 1978)
  Isaac Asimov presents the best science fiction of the 19th century
    (ed. Isaac Asimov, Charles G. Waugh, and Martin Greenberg, Gollancz,
     1983) 

and a general history of sf such as the excellent

  Trillion year spree (Brian W. Aldiss with David Wingrove, Gollancz, 1986)

will provide some context.

Gareth Rees

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Television - SeaQuest (10 msgs) & X-Files (3 msgs) &
                        Doorways (2 msgs) & UFO

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 93 03:23:35 GMT
From: JBRANDY@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest DSV

I have actually come to like Seaquest more and more. It's nice to find
other folks who like it too. Is there any zine fiction out there yet?  I'm
a writer, and am always looking for outlets for a good story. I have gotten
a couple of good story ideas that I know would sell professionally, but is
nice fan fiction stuff.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 93 06:24:22 GMT
From: ggreene@koko.csustan.edu (George Greene)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SQ:DSV:Darwin isn't real!!

I know I said this before but DARWIN ISN'T REAL!!!

I know the people that work on this show and they laugh at me for two hours
when I ask who trains the dolphin for the long shot in the show and they
just laugh.  It's a remote controlled dummy - it costs about $3+mill to
make and when it was tested in a lake before the show it was lost for 3
weeks because someone forgot to replace the batteries the night before.

Now for all of you that have been taping the show go and look at the damn
thing then tune in to say Flipper on Nick and look at him.  The skin is all
wrong and the eyes aren't the right size.

You all shouldn't feel bad back when that Oscar was being given for 2001
the academy thought that the apes used were very well trained also.

Oh, also go back and read the credits - there is no trainer listed for the
show and they are filming this on a sound stage - wouldn't it be kind of
hard on a real dolphin??

I'll get the name of the company that made it and post it here as soon as I
can call my friend at the SFX company.

George Greene
ggreene@koko.csustan.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 93 08:39:00 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SQ:DSV:Darwin isn't real!!

ggreene@koko.csustan.edu (George Greene) writes:
>I know I said this before but DARWIN ISN'T REAL!!!

Is that supposed to be "news" to anyone? (except maybe little kids :)

Actually, I think if they were to lose that dumb fish, AND the kid... the
show would be a whole lot better.

So far at least, I don't think it's worth renewing for another season.  I
watch them at separate times, but Superman is a VASTLY better show.  Lois &
Clark are actually interesting people, unlike all the cheap cliche
characters they have on seacrust.  If one of those shows has to go down,
then DSV gets my vote for sure.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 93 11:17:01 GMT
From: vacsc10f@vax.csun.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SQ:DSV:Darwin isn't real!!

I said the exact same thing on GEnie when the show started.  I've seen
dolphins in captivity and in the ocean close up, and Darwin just didn't
look right to me.  There's a guy on GEnie who works for sQ in some capacity
and he said that it was real, but he never actually said he saw the thing.

If Darwin is real, it means he's being kept in captivity on the studio lot.
With Hollywood's zeal for animal rights (FREE WILLY, etc.) I find that hard
to believe.  I suppose if it's true, it would explain the show's secrecy in
this matter.  They don't want people to know how bad off this dolphin is.
OTOH, I think they just don't want people finding out that most of the
dolphin shots on the show are not of a real animal.

Brett

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 11:27:29 GMT
From: d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SeaQuest 1-2-94 comments

I really enjoyed the Martian episode! I don't know if the show is getting
better, or if I'm going senile. (flame bait)

A couple of problems, however. At first the Quest homes in on some kind of
surface beacon, then when they find it adrift, home in on the radio
conversation in order to find the capsule. You mean nobody checked the
signal bearing against the beacon? Duh!

Also, I'm no sub expert, (or any other kind) but torpedo technology wasn't
at *that* level in 1941. Let's see, the Quest is about a mile from two
torps which are closing fast. The ship crash dives, evades one and almost
the other. Not! The torps have *no* terminal guidance? Where did they buy
them at, Torpedoes R Us?

But, on the whole, I liked this episode. Darwin's voice has become at least
as intelligible as most rappers. Lucas shows his lecherous side, something
I can relate to. Is there yet hope? Stay tuned.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 13:29:02 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest 1-2-94 comments

d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato) writes:
>I really enjoyed the Martian episode! I don't know if the show is getting
>better, or if I'm going senile. (flame bait)

Well... after a LONG downhill slide, at least this episode wasn't WORSE.  I
guess that means it was "better"...

>A couple of problems, however. At first the Quest homes in on some kind of
>surface beacon, then when they find it adrift, home in on the radio
>conversation in order to find the capsule. You mean nobody checked the
>signal bearing against the beacon? Duh!

I know, that was pretty stupid.  Somehow NOBODY NOTICED that the signals
were coming from totally different locations?  Yea sure.

>Also, I'm no sub expert, (or any other kind) but torpedo technology wasn't
>at *that* level in 1941.  Let's see, the Quest is about a mile from two
>torps which are closing fast. The ship crash dives, evades one and almost
>the other. Not!

And that was even stupider!!  Apparently the GIGANTIC seaquest can crash
dive and maneuver better than a torpedo?!  Give me a break.

> Darwin's voice has become at least as intelligible as most rappers. 

It still annoys the hell out of me though...

>Lucas shows his lecherous side, something I can relate to.

But I still think having a weasley-clone was a RIDICULOUS idea.

> Is there yet hope?

We'll see.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 13:59:46 GMT
From: drh4@po.cwru.edu (Dawn R. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest 1-2-94 comments

Personally, I though the episode on the whole was rather good.  SeaQuest is
definitely getting better. Even my husband, a die hard Lois & Clark fan,
watched the taped seaQuest episode with me last night. He thinks it's
pretty good now too!

As for Mr. Adams ragging on the episode (and the show in general) 1. Lucas
is no Wesley clone. He is portrayed much more realistically than Wesley
ever was and is a much more believable \ teanager. And IMHO a very
interesting and enjoyable character. 2. If you think so little of seaQuest
why are you watching it in the first place???? Go watch L&C, if you find it
to be such a better show!!

seaQuest is an interesting show, with an interesting premise and just like
ST:The Next Generation, it keeps improving with age (this past season, not
withstanding).

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 16:04:37 GMT
From: angelia@netcom.com (Angelia Derrick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SeaQuest 1-2-94 comments

I really enjoyed this episode. It was very suspensful and interesting. I
think that seaQuest is getting better and better. I really hope they let it
stay on for another season.

 For who said Lucas is a Wesley-clone. He isn't at all like Wesley, have
you noticed that? The only thing the same about them, is the idea of a
teenager on a ship.

 Could someone tell me who plays Lt. Krieg(sp)? I seem to have forgotten at
the moment. Lt. Kreig is starting to develop into one of my favorite
characters. I like almost all of them, but favorites are starting to
surface.

 One thing I really liked from the episode, was when they sent the whiskers
ahead of them and they got blown up. I can't remember his name, but the
person who sends them out. I loved how when they ordered it, he did not
want to do that. But Bridger assured him, they would get him new toys. And
after the whiskers were all destroyed, Bridger did a joke condolence. And
the guy said that it was okay that they died for a reason. I loved that
little clip.

Angelia

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 02:23:30 GMT
From: omaha@u.washington.edu (Omaha Sternberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest 1-2-94 comments

d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato) writes:
>I really enjoyed the Martian episode! I don't know if the show is getting
>better, or if I'm going senile. (flame bait)

   Oh, I feel so much better now. I thought I was the only person who
considered this episode worth watching.

>A couple of problems, however. At first the Quest homes in on some kind of
>surface beacon, then when they find it adrift, home in on the radio
>conversation in order to find the capsule. You mean nobody checked the
>signal bearing against the beacon? Duh!

   Well, I guess they assumed that the beacon was attached to the capsule
still! Do you check your phone line before you dial in every time for new,
etc.? (Actually, I kind of have to, my line has been going dead a lot
lately, and the phone company says they don't know why).

>Also, I'm no sub expert, (or any other kind) but torpedo technology wasn't
>at *that* level in 1941. Lets see, the Quest is about a mile from two
>torps which are closing fast. The ship crash dives, evades one and almost
>the other. Not! The torps have *no* terminal guidance? Where did they buy
>them at, Torpedoes R Us?

   Actually, that's what went through my mind too. I saw them dive,
and wondered why the torpedoes didn't come back after them.

>But, on the whole, I liked this episode. Darwin's voice has become at
>least as intelligible as most rappers. Lucas shows his lecherous side,
>something I can relate to. Is there yet hope? Stay tuned.

   I've been watching the show lately just to see Lucas and, and, geez, I
can never remember the guy's name, just his body (chuckle); the one in
charge of ship's stores. I was interested from a different perspective, on
this particular episode. For one thing, it screamed that the Oceanography,
Marine, and Ocean technology communities are tired of losing out on grants
to space research and other things all the time.  Being a student of
Oceanography (graduate in spring), I can sympathize. I died laughing at
Bridger's comments of $400 billion for a snail! I was on the floor. I
thought the the whole thing with President Chi and Tran (the general) could
have been done better, but I won't harp on it too much.
   All and all, I hope that this episode is example of better things to
come, instead of the light that turns into the speeding train that runs you
into the dirt.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 02:06:49 GMT
From: karmann@cwis.unomaha.edu (Kevin J. Karmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest 1-2-94 comments

dadams@netcom.com  writes:
> Well... after a LONG downhill slide, at least this episode wasn't WORSE.
> I guess that means it was "better"...

It was definitely one of the better seaQuests, if not the best to date.  My
main problem with the episode was the pacing; everything seemed to happen
too fast, like they were trying to squeeze a two-hour story into a one-hour
episode.  Also, it seems to me that the seaQuest has only a few different
kinds of stories in it thus far: virus (computer or human) and searching
for missing people/things.  There's been exceptions, but that seems to be
what they do most...

On the other hand, I liked the idea of science vs. military applications of
the seaQuest.  I also liked the idea of space science vs. sea science
(unfortunately for seaQuest, I'm on the side of the former...).

And I'm not an expert on the plans of the space program, but didn't the
Mars capsule look a little...old fashioned?  I'm not sure what I was
expecting (I don't know; it doesn't really make sense to send a specially
built Shuttle to Mars, since I doubt many return trips would be made...at
least for a while), but I didn't expect something that looked like one of
the old modules...

>>Lucas shows his lecherous side, something I can relate to.
> 
> But I still think having a weasley-clone was a RIDICULOUS idea.

I personally never had any problems with Wesley, but Lucas' "lecherous
side" annoys me all the time, for some reason.  Oh well, at least they
didn't send Lucas out with Hitchcock and Crocker (which is what I
half-expected, considering that he's gone on 90% of the dangerous
missions...).

Kevin

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 93 15:19:52 GMT
From: gvg@hplvec.lvld.hp.com (Greg Goebel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-FILES: "Eve"

The X-FILES episode "Eve" had a pretty fair plot - some ripoffs from
SILENCE OF THE LAMBS, and the notion of devil children is hardly new; still
the script had plenty of twists to keep it interesting.

As spotty as X-FILES is, I am beginning to look forward to it (since it
seems to throw curves at me unlike the TNG stuff which is usually way too
predictable).

A comment and a question: Did anyone else suspect that Deep Throat's agenda
all along was to obtain control of Eve 9/10?  Also ... they didn't say too
much about the Adams, did they?  A lead-in for a future episode?

Greg Goebel
Hewlett-Packard
VXD Marketing
POB 301
MS-CU326
Loveland CO 80539
gvg@hpislsup

------------------------------

Date: 27 Dec 93 23:47:55 GMT
From: debbrown@news.delphi.com (DEBBROWN@DELPHI.COM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: "Eve"

gvg@hplvec.LVLD.HP.COM (Greg Goebel) writes:
>As spotty as X-FILES is, I am beginning to look forward to it (since it
>seems to throw curves at me unlike the TNG stuff which is usually way too
>predictable).

I'm completely hooked.  Thank goodness for holiday reruns - I can at least
PARTLY catch up with what I've missed (what a fool I was to not watch this
from the beginning!).

>A comment and a question: Did anyone else suspect that Deep Throat's
>agenda all along was to obtain control of Eve 9/10?  Also ... they didn't
>say too much about the Adams, did they?  A lead-in for a future episode?

I was reading someone's speculation that Mulder is an Adam.  Wouldn't he
just flip if he ran into someone who looked just like him? :-D

Debbie Brown
debbrown@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Dec 93 15:28:13 GMT
From: gvg@hplvec.lvld.hp.com (Greg Goebel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: "Eve"

debbrown@news.delphi.com (DEBBROWN@DELPHI.COM) writes:
> I was reading someone's speculation that Mulder is an Adam.  Wouldn't he
> just flip if he ran into someone who looked just like him? :-D

It would seem a little unlikely unless they violated premises of earlier
shows - Mulder's reminiscences of the disappearance of his sister seem to
indicate a conventional (rural?) family life, while the clones of the
Litchfield experiment were raised under what appeared to be somewhat
controlled conditions.  Mulder also appeared ignorant of the Litchfield
experiment itself until Deep Throat tipped him off.

However, much remains to be revealed in X-FILES and I hope they do, since
if they don't develop the underlying premises of the story continuity the
series will fall apart.

Greg Goebel
Hewlett-Packard
VXD Marketing
POB 301
MS-CU326
Loveland CO 80539
gvg@hpislsup

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 93 04:44:23 GMT
From: omaha@hardy.u.washington.edu (Omaha Sternberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doorways

aa396@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Bill Henley) writes:
>I know almost nothing about "Doorways," - what is the basic premise,
>anyway?  But, I know that it is a creation of George R.R. Martin who has
>an excellent track record with BEAUTY & THE BEAST (TV series) and as
>author of some outstanding written science fiction.

   For that matter, what is the show, period. I've never even heard of it.
Maybe I been off de net too long, hmmm?

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 93 07:09:00 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doorways

The basic premise of the show "Doorways" is that there is a system of
connections between alternate dimensions and a half wild woman escapes
through one.  She meets up with a Doctor in our universe and when her
pursuers follow, she escapes into another universe with the Doctor.  (And
that is pretty basic).  George R.R. Martin did post a lot of info on GEnie
about the show and screened the pilot at Loscon '92.  It looked like it had
good potential for a series, but ABC decided to go with a show that had
some identification built-in.  ABC did order six scripts before deciding to
drop the show so there is a possibility that those could get novelized
somewhere down the road.

Anyone know if "Doorways" has been released in the U.K.?

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 31 Dec 93 00:47:33 GMT
From: jad@gonzo.tct.com (Jo Davidsmeyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: UFO

Michael_Klassen@mindlink.bc.ca (Michael Klassen) writes:
>Does anyone have fond recollections of the 70's British TV series UFO,
>with American Commander Straker as the anti-hero?

My fondest recollection of the show was the TV Guide review. Paraphrasing
from my a 20-year-old memory of the review, it stated that UFO's premise
centered around antagonistic aliens attempting to invade Earth and steal
humans for mating purposes; the alien race suffers from "hereditary
sterility" ...hereditary sterility means that if your father was sterile,
chances are that you will be too.

As a young, uncritical SF fan, I loved the show when it first aired in this
country. But I also loved the review, which caused me to actually analyze
what I was watching (it was a new concept for an eighth-grader ).  So my
"fond recollections" of UFO are more for the unremembered reviewer than for
the show itself.

Jo Davidsmeyer
Publisher, STRANGE NEW WORLDS
PO Box 223, Tallevast Florida 34270
jad@tct.com

------------------------------
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***********************

1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA16148; Wed, 5 Jan 94 12:11:44 EST
Date: Wed, 5 Jan 94 12:11:44 EST
Message-Id: <9401051711.AA16148@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #7
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Wed, 5 Jan 94 12:11:44 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #7
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Wednesday, 5 Jan 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 7

Today's Topics:

                   Administrivia - SF-Lovers Archives,
		   Television - Lois and Clark (16 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Wed, 5 Jan 94 11:45:27 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Archives

   The files in the archives can be split up into several categories: back
issues of the Digest, episode guides, frequently asked questions (FAQ's),
author bibliographies and plain text files on various subjects.  A complete
list of each file, the last date of modification and size may be found in
the file "00Index" in the archive directory.

   The file, "00New" is a listing of changes since last month.  This is an
easy way for you to determine what files have changed or have been added in
the last month.

   Please remember that the machine you are connecting to,
GANDALF.RUTGERS.EDU is a unix machine.  As with all unix machines,
filenames are case sensitive.  This means that filenames and directory
names *must* be entered as given.  

   All of the files in the archives are available via anonymous ftp or
through the SF-Lovers mail server at sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu.
For help in using ftp to retrieve files from the archives, send email to
the ftp server with the command "help" in the body of the message.

   Below is a partial list of the files that are currently available in the
archives:

Episode Guides:

   blakes7.guide
   bradbury-theatre-guide
   doctor-who.guide
   forever-knight.guide
   galactica.guide       
   galactica80.guide     
   lost-in-space.guide
   max-headroom.guide
   new-twilight-zone.guide
   outerlimits.guide
   prisoner.guide
   quantum-leap.guide     
   red-dwarf.guide
   sapphire-and-steel.guide
   space:1999.guide
   star-blazers.guide
   star-cops.guide
   star-trek-animated.guide
   star-trek-tng.guide    
   star-trek.guide
   tomorrow-people.guide
   twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   alternate-histories.txt
   amber-timeline.txt
   amber.parody
   argon.txt
   babylon5.faq
   cons.txt    
   decwars.txt
   down-in-flames.txt
   gender-swapping.list
   hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   hugos.txt
   klingonaase.txt
   nebulas.txt
   prometheus.txt
   quantum-leap.faq
   quantum-leap.primer
   saturn.txt
   sf-music.txt
   the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
   transformation-stories.txt
   WSFS.business-passed-on.txt
   WSFS.constitution.txt
   WSFS.standing-rules.txt
   world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   sf-lovers.v1
   sf-lovers.v2
   sf-lovers.v3
   sf-lovers.v4
   sf-lovers.v5
   sf-lovers.v6
   sf-lovers.v7
   sf-lovers.v8
   sf-lovers.v9
   sf-lovers.v10
   sf-lovers.v11
   sf-lovers.v12a
   sf-lovers.v12b
   sf-lovers.v13
   sf-lovers.v14
   sf-lovers.v15a  [Jan 1990 - June 1990]
   sf-lovers.v15b  [July 1990 - December 1990]
   sf-lovers.v16a  [Jan 1991 - June 1991]
   sf-lovers.v16b  [July 1991 - December 1991]
   sf-lovers.v17a  [Jan 1992 - June 1992]
   sf-lovers.v17b  [July 1992 - December 1992]
   sf-lovers.v18a  [Jan 1993 - June 1993]
   sf-lovers.v18b  [July 1993 - December 1993]

   Also in the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John
Wenn are available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).  
 
   A few notes about the files.  All of the back issues except for volume 1
are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1, includes a
number of messages from the early days before digests and there is much of
"historical" interest.  Back issues from Volume 1 are NOT available with
the "back" command of the server.

   Old issues of the current volume may be found in the same directory as
the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy where "xxx" is the
month of publication and "yy" is the current year.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 05:58:06 GMT
From: markb@spock.dis.cccd.edu (Julie Bixby)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L&C fans--write ABC *now*!!!

Greetings! ABC has yet to issue its decision regarding L&C's fate.  Rather
than mounting a letter-writing campaign after hearing about the show's
cancellation, as fans of other shows have done in the past, why not a
pre-emptive strike? Tell the network there are viewers out there who,
although they may not figure in the Nielsen ratings, regularly watch the
show and look forward to watching it in the future. ABC's address is:

77 West 66th Street
New York, NY 10023

A little positive reinforcement may go a long way - let's hope!

Julie Bixby
markb@cccd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 15:55:40 GMT
From: rpeters@husc9.harvard.edu (Ryan Peters)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L&C 1/2

I just have a few questions and observations about last night's episode
(1/2):

 - The episode as a whole was pretty good, but the end of the world
scenario really wasn't developed very well.  Everyone seemed to be taking
Armageddon pretty calmly.  I guess they all were just optimistic that
Superman would save the day.

 - I don't know if this was so in previous episodes, but when Dean Cain was
Superman in last night's episode he started to act very poorly.  It seemed
like rather than changing the voice or personality as he changed persona's,
he just started to talk like a stereotypical bad actor.  It was weird.

 - I admit that I have not seen all of the episodes, but since when are
Superman and Lois such a couple.  That conversation before his first trip
to space made it sound like they were an item for sure.

 - That whole Cat and the Priest thing was odd and unnecessary.  Sometimes
that character is really useless.

 - The car that hit Clark was a flimsy plot device.  I was very confused on
why it was out of control.  Was the driver so in awe of the eclipse that
they couldn't drive straight?  Why didn't the driver jump out?  Am I
missing something?  I think they could have found a better way to have
Clark get supposedly hit in the head.

I am really starting to enjoy this show.  I hope it continues to do at
least moderately well.  I am glad someone posted ABC's address.  I
definitely will write and I hope others will also.  Does anyone know when
the networks usually give word on whether a show will return the next
season?  The teaser for next week's episode looked interesting.  Anyways,
thanks for listening.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 18:18:50 GMT
From: mjo@iao.ford.com (Mike O'Connor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94

I saw it.  Good episode.  

And what I think the best part of all - Cat Grant entering into a
confessional, and trying to seduce the priest.  Man, I laughed...

Michael J. O'Connor
Ford Motor Company
20000 Rotunda, Bldg. 1-3001
Dearborn, MI  48121
mjo@jobone.srl.ford.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 20:39:16 GMT
From: d-thiel@uiuc.edu (David Thiel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94

karmann@cwis.unomaha.edu (Kevin J. Karmann) writes:
>Anybody else think this might be a play on the episode of THE ADVENTURES
>OF SUPERMAN (note the lack of "NEW"; I'm talking George Reeves here)
>episode where basically the same thing happens (Superman prevents an
>asteroid from colliding with the Earth, only to loose his memory in the
>process)?  If so, this should be rather fun...

I certainly think the similarity was intended. BTW, the original episode is
called "Panic in the Sky," from the second season of the old TV show. It's
generally considered to be one of the best episodes of that series.
(Homage to this show was also paid in the comic book series a couple of
years back with a storyline of the same name, though the story had nothing
to do with the asteroid/amnesia premise.) Wasn't one of the things that
jogged George Reeves' memory finding his closet full of Superman costumes?

David Thiel
d-thiel@uiuc.edu                      

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 22:54:02 GMT
From: staggers@cup.hp.com (Ken Staggers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94

My thoughts: Unoriginal plot wonderfully represented, EXCELLENT attention
to details once again.

If this is the first episode after Warner made production personnel
changes, I think it is going in the right direction.  20 minutes of air,
oxygen supply, costume burning up, switching glasses without Lois seeing,
mentioning that he didn't learn how to fly until 18, etc.  These people
know their Superman.

4 stars imho.

Ken

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 01:45:22 GMT
From: karmann@cwis.unomaha.edu (Kevin J. Karmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94

staggers@cup.hp.com  writes:
> My thoughts: Unoriginal plot wonderfully represented, EXCELLENT attention
> to details once again.

True, the idea is unoriginal, but I think a nice homage now and then to the
original ADVENTURES OF SUPERMAN isn't such a bad idea...as long as they
pick good (or at least workable) ideas!  (I'm not certain I'm ready for an
episode where Perry encounters the shades of Elvis, though.  :-)

> If this is the first episode after Warner made production personnel
> changes, I think it is going in the right direction.  20 minutes of air,
> oxygen supply, costume burning up, switching glasses without Lois seeing,
> mentioning that he didnt learn how to fly until 18, etc.  These people
> know their Superman.

They're definitely keeping with the Post-Crisis (if Pre-Doomsday) Superman,
all right, with the ability to hold his breathe for a long duration, but
not an incredibly long period.  I wonder if the S-shield here was the
original, Kryptonian model (that Ma Kent brought out in Premiere); the only
thing of the costume that survived at all was a fragment of that, after
all...

On the other hand, I'm not sure what Perry's logic was in actually letting
Jimmy go to see the psychic.  Other than to produce a pretty humorous
scene, of course.  :-)

Kevin

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 16:42:27 GMT
From: cmpalmer@abulafia.b21.ingr.com (Christopher M. Palmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94

>If this is the first episode after Warner made production personnel
>changes, I think it is going in the right direction.  20 minutes of air,
>oxygen supply, costume burning up, switching glasses without Lois seeing,
>mentioning that he didnt learn how to fly until 18, etc.  These people
>know their Superman.

One more:  Clark played football?!?

Add one bad note - talking into the radio while in space.  Boo.

Christopher M. Palmer
Intergraph Corporation
Test Engineering
Huntsville, Alabama     
(205) 730-4042
cmpalmer@abulafia.b21.ingr.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 17:46:22 GMT
From: thig@csd4.csd.uwm.edu (Terence P Higgins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94

cmpalmer@abulafia.b21.ingr.com (Christopher M. Palmer):
> One more:  Clark played football?!?

   It's kind of amusing to note, in case someone didn't know, that Dean
Cain apparently played college football. They had him on Monday Night
Football at the start of the season to plug the series and showed a clip of
him playing for Stanford or whomever it was...

thig@csd4.csd.uwm.edu         

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 20:04:01 GMT
From: j-geer@vm1.spcs.umn.edu (John Geertz-Larson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94

cmpalmer@abulafia.b21.ingr.com (Christopher M. Palmer) writes:
>One more:  Clark played football?!?

Clark as ex-football hero (albeit at Smallville High, not in college - he
spent most of his spare time as a "non-traditional" U of Metropolis student
working in a diner) is part of the _comic's_ post-Crisis/post-Byrne
continuity.  It's part of the explanation for his muscular physique, along
with dumbbells in his apartment.  (Clark doesn't realize, until Lois
mentions it to him, that the dumbbells are too light.)

The TV Clark's football career apparently continued at some midwestern
university (Did the trophy football say "Midwest University?"), since he
applied for his Daily Planet job the same day he got off the bus and left
his handprint in its front grille.

Meanwhile, back in Smallville, senior year of high school: Clark wins the
big game almost single-handedly; Pa Kent chews him out for using his powers
selfishly and reveals his E.T. origin for the first time; Clark leaves town
to find his place in the world (in secret at first), after revealing his
powers to Lana Lang.

Source: THE MAN OF STEEL #1 of 6 (1986 miniseries by John Byrne) 

See also: THE WORLD OF KRYPTON, THE WORLD OF SMALLVILLE, and THE WORLD OF
METROPOLIS (three four-part 1987 miniseries by John Byrne) for the complete
backstory/retcon.

>Add one bad note - talking into the radio while in space.  boo.

Don't know - never tried it myself.  Microphone built or stuck into the
oxygen mask?  Otherwise it must be psionic (tm) ...  :-)

John Geertz-Larson
Univ. of Minnesota
j-geer@vm1.spcs.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 20:23:00 GMT
From: danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L&C fans--write ABC *now*!!!

markb@spock.dis.cccd.edu (Julie Bixby) writes:
>Greetings! ABC has yet to issue its decision regarding L&C's fate.

I'm confused here.  I though L&C was steadily climbing in the ratings,
while sQ:DS5 has been slowly dropping.  How can L&C be in trouble?

Do you have any numbers, or any actual reports of L&C having problems?

Dan Wood
danwood@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 22:07:33 GMT
From: sanjiv@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (Sanjiv Sarwate)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94

cmpalmer@abulafia.b21.ingr.com (Christopher M. Palmer) writes:
>One more:  Clark played football?!?

Yup.  Actually, in the current comics storyline, Clark Kent was the best
all-around player Smallville High had ever seen.  His coach, in fact,
predicted a very profitable professional career for him.  Given that his
parents aren't exactly rolling in money, it would not be unreasonable to
assume that he played well in H.S. and got an athletic scholarship.

>Add one bad note - talking into the radio while in space.  boo.

He had an oxygen mask.  The radio could have been in that apparatus.

Sanjiv Sarwate
sanjiv@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 22:15:17 GMT
From: sanjiv@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (Sanjiv Sarwate)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L&C fans--write ABC *now*!!!

danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood) writes:
>I'm confused here.  I though L&C was steadily climbing in the ratings,
>while sQ:DS5 has been slowly dropping.  How can L&C be in trouble?
>
>Do you have any numbers, or any actual reports of L&C having problems?

ABC has been known to drop shows which aren't doing as well as they want
them to, and is, in fact, one of the more notorious networks for
introducing quality shows and hanging them out to dry.  They'll probably
stick with this one since the numbers are rising, it's got reasonable
demographics, it is doing well in its timeslot, and I can't believe that
the budget is _that_ horrendous.

I wish the TV industry would wake up and realize just how poor the Nielsen
system is for measuring viewing.  There are whole demographic groups which
are invisible in that system, and with the prevalence of niche programming,
one would think that they would try and find a better way to document what
the niches are watching.

Sanjiv Sarwate
sanjiv@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 22:22:32 GMT
From: sgeels@leland.stanford.edu (Scott Alan Geels)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94

Christopher M. Palmer <cmpalmer@abulafia.b21.ingr.com> wrote:
>Add one bad note - talking into the radio while in space.  Boo.

How about the wind-flapping cape in space?

Scott Geels
sgeels@leland.stanford.edu
sgeels@sun-valley.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 22:18:23 GMT
From: staggers@cup.hp.com (Ken Staggers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94

One more note...I believe that this is the second time that they used the
Chicago skyline (night version) on the show.  Also, does anyone know where
they tape this show?  The outside street kind of looks like the set at
Disney MGM in Florida.

Ken

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 23:23:13 GMT
From: hwnunes@leland.stanford.edu (hwn.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dean Cain (was: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94)

Terence P Higgins thig@csd4.csd.uwm.edu writes:
>It's kind of amusing to note, in case someone didn't know, that Dean Cain
>apparently played college football. They had him on Monday Night Football
>at the start of the season to plug the series and showed a clip
>of him playing for Stanford or whomever it was...

Actually, he was an all-American (as in one of the best DBs in the nation)
for Princeton and I believe played for the NY Giants (pretty well too)
until he blew out his knee and went into acting.  He is still only 26.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 01:04:12 GMT
From: rpeters@husc9.harvard.edu (Ryan Peters)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dean Cain (was: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94)

>Actually, he was an all-American (as in one of the best DBs in the nation)
>for Princeton and I believe played for the NY Giants (pretty well too)
>until he blew out his knee and went into acting.  He is still only 26.

Actually, he played for the Buffalo Bills (New York State's only real
football team).  Does anybody know how long he played?  I am a big Bills
fan and never remember him.  Thanks.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 4 Jan 94 22:28:23 GMT
From: staggers@cup.hp.com (Ken Staggers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L&C fans--write ABC *now*!!!

Dan Wood (danwood@netcom.com) wrote:
>I'm confused here.  I though L&C was steadily climbing in the ratings,
>while sQ:DS5 has been slowly dropping.  How can L&C be in trouble?
>
>Do you have any numbers, or any actual reports of L&C having problems?

According to the trades, ABC and Warner had a meeting in October to discuss
the fate of L&C.  From what I can tell, ABC had faith in the show and
decided to give it a chance.  There was definitely an increase in new
promos for the show.  A few appearances of Dean and Teri on talk shows,
etc..  Also, more promos during the day in their soap opera schedule.

Now for the speculation part :) I think that ABC wants to see if it can get
better ratings if not up against SeaQuest (which has 22 episode guarantee,
and maybe a timeslot guarantee as well) Unfortunately, SeaQuest is still
around.  My only comments about the 18-49 demographics is that it is not in
the top 20 often (demographics published in Electronic Media).  I think L&C
will tape a full season of shows, with the last one airing during May
sweeps.  I don't think ABC will move it from Sundays at 8pm.  I think they
just wanted to expose it to a different audience when it aired 2 episodes
in the Wed. 10pm slot.

Ken

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 22:39:06 GMT
From: urban@sideshow.jpl.nasa.gov (Michael P Urban)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94

Ken Staggers <staggers@cup.hp.com> wrote:
>One more note...I believe that this is the second time that they used the
>Chicago skyline (night version) on the show.  Also, does anyone know where
>they tape this show?  The outside street kind of looks like the set at
>Disney MGM in Florida.

The exterior of the observatory looked for all the world like the familiar
Griffith Park Observatory (which was also the learned astronomer's hangout
in the original Adventures of Superman version of the same story).

Mike Urban
urban@cobra.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 07:02:26 GMT
From: jtaggart@netcom.com (J. Taggart Gorman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94

sanjiv@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (Sanjiv Sarwate) writes:
>He had an oxygen mask.  The radio could have been in that apparatus.

  Ah, but you'll notice that they give him a combo earset/mic that wraps
around the ear, has a piece in the ear, and a boom with the mic at the end.
It would be hard for Supes to wear an oxygen mask with a mic boom sticking
out the side.
  When I first saw them hang something near Supes ear, I thought to myself,
"Cool - they're going to use one of those "ear-mikes" (one piece
speaker/mike that goes into the ear and picks up the vibrations of a
persons voice, not the actual sound waves) because everyone knows there's
no sound in space!"  But then I was disappointed.  (But to think about it,
when was the last time I saw a TV show that had a spaceship fly by without
making noise?  Maybe L&C is just being consistent. :))

  As for Supes' cape flapping in the "solar wind", I overlooked that, for
Supes' cape _always_ flaps, atmosphere or not.  :)

J. Taggart Gorman
jtaggart@netcom.com
taggart@scopus.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 08:25:29 GMT
From: topelson@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Alan Topelson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L&C fans--write ABC *now*!!!

Huh?

I thought you write in when a show seems to be in trouble. Over break, I
read a bunch of articles in various newspapers (local and national) dealing
with tv end 'o year wrapups, and they all seemed to call L&C a hit.

That and that L&C has been getting higher ratings than Seaquest...

And that ABC isn't expecting L&C to topple Murder She Wrote which has a
completely different viewer base (older, grayer). ABC is trying to corner
the younger viewers, and succeeding.

In fact one of the articles (don't remember which paper) even called
Seaquest a hit as well, saying it was more a game of chicken between ABC
and NBC as to who will outlast the other in that time slot, and who will
move their show to another timeslot first.

Neither show seems in trouble based on that logic, and if anything L&C
seems the stronger of the two, so relax.

I finally saw L&C over break. Not bad.

topelson@casbah.acns.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 93 02:41:12 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Viper Tv show

I hadn't originally planned to pay any attention to this new series VIPER
(I've never been very impressed with heroes who need a car to do their
fighting for them).  However, I just ran across the info that the
creator/producers of the show are Danny Bilson and Paul DeMeo, the same
team who produced the FLASH TV series and THE ROCKETEER movie a few years
ago.  Since I liked both of those productions quite a bit, maybe I will
give VIPER a try.

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 94 17:19:40 GMT
From: gberigan@cse.unl.edu (Greg Berigan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Viper TV show

ubiquito@news.delphi.com (UBIQUITOUS@DELPHI.COM) writes:
>Is it just me, or does Viper look suspiciously A LOT like Knight Rider?

Kind of like the second version of KITT, but instead of the aero-braking
panels, this car morphs.  I didn't see any advantage in the morphing except
that it gave the car a "secret identity".

Also, this car does _not_ talk.  It does have an eye-in-the-sky though
which looks like it may have been conceptually lifted from TERMINATOR 2.

I have not liked the promos at all.  They are giving away too many of the
plot points.

I saw the whole pilot almost a month ago, and there's a scene with an
exploding house with what I thought was a _terrible_ musical score.  (Got
to love our CableVision channel 51... most of the time a test pattern, but
sometimes you get an unannounced sneak preview.  Too bad more often than
not it is of commercials.  At least the shows were commercial free!)
However I will be watching it tonight (January 2nd, 1994, 9pm/8pm Central,
NBC) to see if they made any changes.

Greg Berigan
gberigan@cse.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 05:14:26 GMT
From: markdl@netcom.com (Mark Lamutt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Viper Rant

Sheesh...they've got to be kidding me.

Spoilers ahead for any who care...

1.  Blatant Knight Rider ripoff.  They didn't just borrow ideas from it,
they hacked it to pieces.  Pseudo bad guy gets injured, gets his face
changed a little, and starts fighting for the good guys.  Except we have an
African American (or whatever the PC term is today - don't get me wrong, I
like the actor, just not his role, in a wheelchair no less - anyone
remember what happened to the guy in the wheelchair in War of the Worlds?)
instead of the British white guy.

2.  Blatant Airwolf ripoff.  What a suprise - the good guy steals the
vehicle from the company to use it to do good.  And they set up their base
in the abandoned location that no one will ever look for and won't ever
find.  And hey, we sure can't answer any questions of the bad guys that own
the vehicle.

3.  If I wanted to watch a Chrysler/Dodge commercial that was 2 hours long,
well, I'd just pop in my favorite tape of all of them.  The good guys drive
the Viper, the cops drive the minivans, and the bad guys drive the
Stealths.  Sheesh...

4.  Oh, and I just loved the transformation to the off-road car.  That was
really neat...

I can't believe this ever made it to the air, much less is a series.  But
of course the Friday at 8/7 timeslot will kill it quickly most likely.

I thought that Danny Bilson and Paul DeMeo (sp) did a great jop with The
Flash, but they sure struck out with this one...

Of course all the above are strictly my opinions, and mine alone.  And
before I get totally flamed for the racist and disabled thing, I'm not - I
just really hate two diminsional roles that are badly conceived, and badly
written, regardless of the race or condition of the character.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 07:35:30 GMT
From: mrosen@nyx.cs.du.edu (Michael Rosen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Viper Rant

I was thinking the same exact thing...that Fridays will kill this show.
And it won't be a great loss, I don't think.  I know I won't go out of my
way necessarily to catch this on TV.

If the guy can design a high tech car why can't he design a wheelchair for
himself that's other than manual?

Overall, it's wasn't absolutely terrible I guess but not great in the
least.

Michael Rosen
mrosen@nyx.cs.du.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 07:58:08 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Viper Rant

markdl@netcom.com (Mark Lamutt) writes:
>1.  Blatant Knight Rider ripoff.  They didn't just borrow ideas from it,
>they hacked it to pieces.  Pseudo bad guy gets injured, gets his face

Michael Knight's original identity was a cop, wasn't he?

>changed a little, and starts fighting for the good guys.  Except we have
>an African American (or whatever the PC term is today - don't get me
>wrong, I like the actor, just not his role, in a wheelchair no less -

Dorian Harewood.  One of the better actors running loose in Hollywood.
Completely wasted in this part, which had no redeeming originality; bet
it's modelled on Brady... did you catch the complaint about gang members
with guns causing his injury, and his highly-PC "no guns" stance?

Of course, three times more people are murdered by drunk drivers than
people misusing guns every year, and over a million people a year need
hospital-grade medical support for injuries caused by drunk drivers, but
THAT's not fashionable to mention right now.  In this country, a kid who
gets injured is about 5.3 times more likely to have been injured in an
incident involving alcohol abuse, but hey, who's counting...  After all,
Clinton's going to eliminate gang warfare by "taking their guns away."  He
said so yesterday, right?

>anyone remember what happened to the guy in the wheelchair in War of the
>Worlds?) instead of the British white guy.

Yep.  He got killed at the end of the first season, heroically.  They
zapped several major characters to cut budget, hired Adrian Paul to replace
them, moved underground (and apparently to another universe as well) ....
and then fired the few barely literate writers they had.

>2.  Blatant Airwolf ripoff.  What a suprise - the good guy steals the
>vehicle from the company to use it to do good.  And they set up their base
>in the abandoned location that no one will ever look for and won't

Looked pretty blatant to ME.  At least "Wolf's Lair" was inside a natural
rock formation, instead of a monolithic concrete castle...

>ever find.  And hey, we sure can't answer any questions of the bad guys
>that own the vehicle.

Lee Iacocca must have loved it.

>4.  Oh, and I just loved the transformation to the off-road car.  That was
>really neat...

Since Citroen has provided that kind of thing as a nearly stock option for
40-50 years, I don't really regard it as being too innovative...

Now, if it had grown wings, THAT might have been interesting.

>I can't believe this ever made it to the air, much less is a series.  But
>of course the Friday at 8/7 timeslot will kill it quickly most likely.

NBC knows how to get rid of series.  Remember, 10PM Friday, the third year
of "STAR TREK," a series NBC was pressured into keeping on the air when
they didn't even want it around?

>I thought that Danny Bilson and Paul DeMeo (sp) did a great jop with The
>Flash, but they sure struck out with this one...

Take a look at Mike Jittlov's "THE WIZARD OF SPEED AND TIME" sometime;
it'll give you an idea of where a lot of the "Flash" FX concepts came from.

Bilson and DeMeo ran a fair show on "THE FLASH."  Their subsequent efforts
haven't been too great.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 07:32:00 GMT
From: glenn.st-germain@freddy.ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Glenn St-Germain)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: VIPER premiere

WHAT: Viper
WHEN: Premiere (2 hour), NBC, 9 pm P.S.T.

Okay, not bad. Not quite what I expected, but not bad. The setup for those
of you who weren't able to catch it: It's sometime in the near future,
probably early next century. The police department (not sure what city) has
been funding a project called Viper - a souped-up sports car with all sorts
of high-tech gimmics. The problem: finding a driver who is good enough to
handle it.

Meanwhile, a group of thieves and hijackers have been pulling jobs for hire
using a fleet of sleek black sportscars. When their leader crashes his car,
the authorities erase his memory and give him a new identity, then assign
him as Viper's new driver.

But it turns out (not surprisingly) that one of the politicians backing the
project is in the hip pocket of the group (an organized crime outfit
called... the Outfit) and pulls the plug. So the driver and designer steal
the car and go after the rest of the sports car gang.

Simple enought plot, especially since the first forty-five minutes of the
two-hour premiere are about as exciting as watching paint dry. Sure, the
car looks great, but nothing really happens until almost halfway through,
when our hero (who looks and talks like a young Barry Van Dyke) takes Viper
out for a spin.

The car is armed with an EM pulse that can shut down the operating systems
of other cars (man, those computers are everywhere in the future!) and a
powerful grappling hook. It's armor plated. It can change from steet mode
to off-road four-wheel drive. It changes shape and colour, from normal
cruise convertible to its ghastly shade of pursuit mode (pale grey).

Okay, it looks good. But how does it play, you ask? Well, not bad.  Not
great, but not bad. Sure, the characters are mostly one-and-two dimensional
(although our hero has a certain amount of angst over the fact that they
gave him a lobotomy to erase his memory (nice people, the authorities of
that day...)).

So now they're outlaw vigilantes with a super automobile with more gimmicks
in store for us, I'm sure. The creators (Paul De Meo and Danny Bilson) were
responsible for adapting The Flash and The Human Target for television and
have now created an original (?) series.  Okay, not 100% original... there
are elements of Knight Rider (the car, the new identity and face for the
hero), Streethawk (the designer monitoring from a control panel at HQ), and
Airwolf (they have the vehicle illegally) here.

Probably what bothered me most about the pilot was it was just so gosh
darn... predictable. Nothing surprising happened. Everything went by the
numbers, right down to the cliches.

But it's only the pilot. I'll probably keep watching to see if it gets
better, and I hope it does... I have a fondness for vigilantes and
high-tech gimmicks. But if the writing doesn't improve, kiss this one
goodbye next summer if not sooner.

Its first regular episode airs Friday at 8 on NBC (its regular timeslot).

Glenn
gst@freddy.ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 16:03:49 GMT
From: mears@cup.hp.com (David Mears)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Viper Rant

Michael Rosen (mrosen@nyx.cs.du.edu) wrote:
> If the guy can design a high tech car why can't he design a wheelchair
> for himself that's other than manual?

You know, the whole thing might have been more interesting if he HAD
designed the car sort of like a super wheelchair for himself.  Then, he'd
have an alter-ego kind of thing going for him when he's behind the wheel
doing good.  It might make for more inter-personal drama than the show's
likely to end up with as it is now.

David B. Mears
Hewlett-Packard
Cupertino CA
mears@cup.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 15:25:50 GMT
From: virgo@metter.fmpmis.metter.com (P. Virgo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Viper...it's a bit 'o' this and a bit 'o' that....

Well, I watched a bit (first hour) of Viper this Sunday...so what do we
have??

One of the main characters originally in a "road gang" - great shades of
the Road Warrior

He goes through an identity change - ala a twist on Robocop/Knight Rider

Basically, he's supposed to protect the populace..but from what, I'm not so
sure....maybe a dark vigilante who rides around in a '94 Impala SS, offing
folks who straddle parking lines or park in handicapped zones??? Maybe his
arch-nemesis could be some crazy yet brilliant baddie who drives a
Calloway-modified ZR1 'Vette...

Hmmm, I don't know...this show could be interesting - if the guy reverted
back to bad and the engineer and the police have to come up with ways to
stop him as he commits crimes in the Viper but, I guess NBC wouldn't like
that idea, huh???

Aieeee....well, other thoughts/comments welcome. 

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 17:34:50 GMT
From: janders@master.ceat.okstate.edu (John Joseph Anderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Viper...it's a bit 'o' this and a bit 'o' that....

It seemed like the end was the classic Knight Rider meets Lethal Weapon.
Do we need another Joe Pesci?  Otherwise, it wasn't a bad show.  My really
only big complaint is the heavy ( I mean heavy ) Chrysler plug.  Of course,
Lois and Clark have their Fords/Mercurys/Lincolns.  (And Perry's Mark VIII
was great!)

Joseph Anderson
janders@master.ceat.okstate.edu

------------------------------
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	      Television - Viper (12 msgs) & Tek War (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 18:21:32 GMT
From: wrg@hebron.connected.com (William Guest)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Viper Pilot was SO BAD......

It was SOOOO bad, I changed channels after the first test ride by the
anmesiac pseudo-Robo-Bad-Guy-Turned-Good-Guy.

How BAD was it for you?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 19:44:44 GMT
From: JW83HISW@miamiu.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Viper Rant

  Well, I'm willing to wait until I see one of the series episodes, but I
have a feeling I'm going to be disappointed.  While not bad (there have
been much worse ideas on TV - The Human Target stands out), Viper could be
*so* much more.

  So many elements of this show reminded me of such excellent books as K.W.
Jeter's _The Glass Hammer_ and Williams' _Hardwired_: the focus on driving
and powerful machines, outlaw gangs, overpowering corporations and
organizations, mind and body alteration, the omnipresent power of
information systems.

  I would kill for a Viper in which the driver and partners have become
essentially mercenaries, working for the big corporations that have
replaced state governments in a balkanized U.S. as security and espionage
specialists, using the money earned to finance their crime-fighting
efforts.  To see the Viper used to smuggle high-tech drugs through areas of
the country which stop trade, or as a blockade runner into a part of the
U.S. in which ethnic warfare has flared up.  The police owned by
corporations,the national government cut out of the power loop.  God, it
would be great!

  Unfortunately, what we've got is a kind of "cyberpunk-lite" in Viper.  My
wife commented after the movie that the general public probably couldn't
handle the kind of show I was talking about.  I would normally challenge
that, but given the way shows like Lois & Clark (which is pure drivel)
become popular, and quality shows like The Flash are gone after only six
episodes, I've given up on the general American viewing public's concept of
quality.

  Viper will fade rapidly, but the *potential*!  It's annoying to see it
wasted.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 18:44:39 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Viper Rant

mears@cup.hp.com (David Mears) writes:
>You know, the whole thing might have been more interesting if he HAD
>designed the car sort of like a super wheelchair for himself.  Then, he'd
>have an alter-ego kind of thing going for him when he's behind the wheel
>doing good.  It might make for more inter-personal drama than the show's
>likely to end up with as it is now.

Already been done.  The pilot film was titled "EXO-MAN."  Crippled
scientist builds bullet-proof powered exoskeletal suit, becomes vigilante
crime fighter.  I've been told that Martin Caidin was involved with the
original script, and took his name off it, for some reason... (we're not
talking huge originality or quality, here.)

Dorian Harewood's character is merely a politically-correct "threefer," a
character who is (A) black; (B) in a wheelchair; (C) a victim of Nasty Ugly
Guns, who is now anti-gun.

The part is an insult to an actor of Dorian Harewood's caliber, but I'd
rather seem him doing ANYTHING in front of a camera than not be working.

If they wanted to do something decent with it, they'd have had it turn out
that Harewood's character is the best driver for the car, because he
designed it... and the other guy becomes his "leg man."  A "buddy cop"
show, where one guy stays with the car when he drives it, but either of
them can take it out on the road.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 19:49:17 GMT
From: dzhines@kimbark.uchicago.edu (david zevcalvert hines)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Viper Pilot was SO BAD......

wrg@hebron.connected.com (William Guest) writes:
>How BAD was it for you?

REALLY bad. Deeeeep hurting, as we say over on alt.tv.mst3k. Apparently NBC
couldn't make an original bad sci-fi show, so they had to rip off aspects
of other bad sci-fi shows. Let's count, shall we?

1. Speed Racer (that flying gizmo - it even came out of the same place
   on the Mach 5 - er, I mean the Viper.)
2. Highwayman (the whole "roving bands" thing)
3. Street Hawk (the cop being used for the project, the "Big Brother"
   setup) 
4. Knight Rider (of course. Even the little red light got ripped off.)
5. Airwolf (they steal the gizmo to do good with it)

Other problems I had with it:

1. Predictability. I was doing a countdown to the explosion of the
   apartment.  Also, when you find yourself saying lines in unison with the
   characters...
2. Cliche after cliche. Any show including the exchange "You look like
   you've seen a ghost." "I think I just did." has to have been written in
   about 20 minutes or so...
3. Excessive PC. What was *really* annoying about it was that the show
   seemed to be trying to use minority characters to excuse its badness.  I
   got the feeling that if they could have made the VIPER's designer Jewish
   and left-handed without seeming to go completely overboard, they would
   have.
4. Did you notice how every time a door closed, the mandatory girlfriend
   started to cry? She must have something against the mistreatment of
   doors.
5. People who wanted to be somebody else. I wanted to shoot the Joe Pesci
   wannabe, and the Dennis Franz wannabe was annoying too.
6. The mother of the girlfriend took her daughter's sudden, violent death
   incredibly well. *Too* well. "I'm responsible for your daughter's death,
   ma'am." "That's nice, dear; would you like some lemonade?"
7. And, of course, the Outfit deal/murder happening on a large, presumably
   commuter-ridden road, in *broad daylight.*

Oh, the pain...

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 18:49:59 GMT
From: thompsod@vkm.com (David Thompson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: VIPER observation and questions

An observation: 

VIPER = (.75 * KNIGHT RIDER) + (.10 * AIRWOLF) + (.25 * A-TEAM)

Variables:

75% KNIGHT RIDER = Just the car
10% AIR WOLF = Just the hide-out
25% A-TEAM = Good guys operating outside of the law.

SPOILER AHEAD

Question:

Why didn't Aster and his side-kick (I can't remember his name) just use
that nifty hologram projector to disguise VIPER instead of doing that lame
convert to 4X4??  I'm sorry, but that only reminded me of an episode of the
DUKES OF HAZZARD when them Duke boys had the General Lee converted into a
4X4 by Cooter.

Also, is the new hide-out going to be called "Payton's Place"??

Dave Thompson

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 20:29:34 GMT
From: damelio@bedford.progress.com (Stephen D'Amelio)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Viper...it's a bit 'o' this and a bit 'o' that....

Did anyone else notice the gizmo under one of the Black (Talons?). When
they did the scene spinning the car off the road, there was clearly some
mini tripod with wheels under the front end to help it along. Maybe they
couldn't get the AWD to spin (If it was a Talon).

Steve D'Amelio
damelio@progress.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 20:19:29 GMT
From: 96958609@wsuvm1.csc.wsu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Viper, yet another comparison

Would like to add one more.  Does anybody remember the TV series called
STREETHAWK?  Same premise, one guy rides the bike another sits in the
control room to tell him what to do.  If memory serves, Streethawk didn't
last too long either.
 
Also, as an aside, to those of you commenting on the PC anti-gun message.
If the writers were truly going for PC, they would not have let the driver
(his name escapes me) announce he would be carrying a gun.  This is like
any other cop show...they have to put in the violence because unfortunately
that is what many viewers want to see.

Theresa Smith
96958609@wsuvm1.csc.wsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 22:12:27 GMT
From: swaim@owlnet.rice.edu (Michael Parks Swaim)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Viper Rant

  Anyone else find the emphasis on finding a driver somewhat silly? No need
to have someone competent at law enforcement, or anything else. The guy
just has to be able to tool around the block in his car.

Mike Swaim
swaim@owlnet.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 16:57:39 GMT
From: dbasinge@nickel.ucs.indiana.edu (Mike Basinger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Viper Pilot was SO BAD......

Spoilers ahead (although this show was spoiled in the first place).

I think the dumbest part of the whole show was when the bad guys blow up
the girl friend. "Ha, now he will work for us, and get the car. BWHAHAHAHA"
the evil bad English accented villain laughs.

What a dumb plot device.

Mike Basinger
dbasinge@nickel.ucs.indiana.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 20:16:19 GMT
From: mikef@metter.fmpmis.metter.com (Mike Fletcher)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: VIPER observation and questions

Knight Rider?  This show had NOTHING in common with Knight Rider!

Knight Rider, it was a cop that experienced amnesia and had plastic
surgery, then became a good guy.

Viper, on the other hand, was a bad guy that experienced amnesia and had
plastic surgery, then became a cop.

The differences are glaringly plain to see!

Plus, Michael Knight had a twin brother named Garth (David Hasselhoff in a
fake moustache) which appeared in a later episode.  Watch for later
episodes of Viper, when twin brother "Barth" appears.. see..  completely
different.

Is Viper indicative of the calibre of shitty television sci-fi that we can
expect in the future?  I'm beginning to think that Otherworld was the last
worthwhile piece of sci-fi on the networks.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 21:45:00 GMT
From: $W$PR42@luccpua.bitnet ("Pete Brauer 312/915-6157")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Viper premiere

Ok, I hope there will discussion on this although I have seen none since
the actual premiere.  First of all, I thought it was a relatively well done
presentation, I enjoyed it in the visceral guys/hot cars kind of way but
IMHO there are some major holes.  Here they are as I see them in no
particular order, I list them for conversation only.  Please let me know
what you think, agree or disagree:

1. Beyond the obvious ethical dilemma of the Doctor first "mindwiping" did
anyone have any have a moral thing with her sleeping w/him?  I mean come
on, first you make her a doctor and try for a sympathetic character but she
barely says boo to the slime councilman "making" her do it, and then show
how shallow she is by making him fall in love with her.

2. As far as the car goes, are they trying to say that the body armor is
its natural state and the red sportster version is a holo projection and
the armor is always there or are we supposed to belive that there is some
new technology that allows matter to appear so randomly based on a computer
projection?

3.  Did anyone else have a major problem with the next to last scene when
at the touch of a button the car morphed into a four-wheeler?  Again, let's
try and keep a semblance of reality, at least Kitt was always in his
high-tech state.  Let's try to obey some of the rules of physics.

4. And finally (for now) how many people were disappointed that the
producers could not find a real paraplegic to play Julian in the show
instead of having the actor they do. "Midnight Caller" had a Vietnam vet
actor who was great, and really para. Very, very un-PC.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 04:59:07 GMT
From: bitbug@netcom.com (James Buster)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Viper Pilot was SO BAD......

dzhines@midway.uchicago.edu writes:
>7. And, of course, the Outfit deal/murder happening on a large, presumably
>   commuter-ridden road, in *broad daylight.*

Oh, c'mon. I *like* powerful criminal organizations who execute people in
broad daylight. Now if only they had good guys who could be as cool.
Anybody else notice that the actor who played the Outfit leader also played
Roger Lococco on Wiseguy?

James Buster
bitbug@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 94 14:31:31 GMT
From: obiwan@netcom.com (obiwan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Shatner's TEK WAR

Somebody wrote:
>The less said of Shatner the better.  Who really wrote Tekwar anyway?

Shatner supposedly wrote Tek War with another person (whose name was listed
on the cover).  I can't remember the name, but you know the format...

			     WILLIAM SHATNER!
                 
				  TEKWAR

			       (with Mr. X)

I had the unfortunate pleasure of reading _Tekwar_.  I consider this one of
the worst mistakes of my life.  But the part of the _Tekwar_ tragedy I find
the saddest is that Shatner did indeed have someone help him write the book
and it was still the most stinking load of utter garbage I've ever had the
misfortune to lay eyes upon.  I wonder how awful it would have been if
Shatner had written without "help"?

If you're thinking about reading _Tekwar_, DON'T DO IT!!!!!

obiwan@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 94 19:37:17 GMT
From: markdl@netcom.com (Mark Lamutt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Shatner's TEK WAR

Shatner "wrote" the book with Ron Goulart.  And as of now there are planned
a series of syndicated television movies based on each of the first four
"Tek" books.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 94 21:05:10 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Shatner's TEK WAR

> The less said of Shatner the better.  Who really wrote Tekwar anyway?

Excuse me, but much as I hate to defend William Shatner (whom I think of as
an under-intellectual boor with an ego problem) I'd like to point out that
Shatner graduated from McGill University at a time when literacy was still
a graduation requirement, and that several of his plays were produced, on
other people's money, more than four decades ago.

William Shatner is not God's gift to the acting profession, the directing
profession, or the writing profession.  He *is*, however, competent in all
three of these areas.

If you were to watch credits on TV shows in current production, you might
notice Shatner's name as "director."  (One recent one that springs to mind
was an acceptable episode of the new "KUNG FU" show.)  These jobs are
largely unheralded, and un-noticed by the public, because he doesn't make a
big deal out of them; he's simply working.

And as for the query, "Who really wrote "TEKWAR," the answer is obvious -
read the credits.  The man's name is Ron Goulart, and he's been selling SF,
fantasy, mystery, and scripts for nearly four decades.  It's quite obvious
that Shatner wanted a series milieu which would allow him to play a
plainclothes T.J. Hooker, in a techie-RoboCop environment, designed it, and
shopped around for some people to help him flesh it out.  His dedications
and acknowledgements make this perfectly clear, and I don't regard it as a
reflection on Shatner; if he's going to be a producer, he can NOT do all
the details himself, and must delegate some authority, and some creative
prerogative.

Shatner *is* a competent prose writer, as well as playwright, and only he
and Goulart will ever know for sure how much work either did.  While it's
certain that the "Tekwar" books are better work than Shatner knew how to do
at the outset, it's also pretty evident that they are more coherent, and
better-constructed, than anything I've seen from Goulart in the past.
Shatner's contribution should not be minimized or disdained.

I will not be at all surprised if "TEKWAR" is the biggest lox on the air.
(Look at "Seaquest DSV," which started with a LOT more budget and
production support; nearly a total loss.)  But on the other hand, I feel
there *IS* a good chance that it might turn out to be decent drama/SF, at
least by TV standards.

Shatner is capable of good work; he's proven it in the past.  Let's wait
and see before making our decisions, okay?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 07:46:00 GMT
From: glenn.st-germain@freddy.ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Glenn St-Germain)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Shatner and TEKWAR on TV

With all of this Shatner-bashing going on I'd like to comment that in the
Canadian edition of TV Guide a few months back, when they first talked
about TekWar going on TV, Shatner admitted that he'd appear in it... but
not as the main character. Apparently they got someone younger (hopefully
someone who can act) to be the hero (don't know his name, having never read
the book(s)), while Shatner has a small supporting role in it somewhere.

Of course this info could be wrong...

(The reason Shatner overacts so badly is that he's a stage actor by
training, and stage actors almost always overact on film/video. Look at
Richard Burton, for example. Or Richard Harris. [Then again, Patrick
Stewart (most of the time) doesn't overact, and he was a stage actor...)

Glenn
gst@freddy.ersys.edmonton.ab.ca
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Date: 4 Jan 94 19:52:15 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BIO OF A SPACE TYRANT

ajmsun1@liverpool.ac.uk (Mr A.J. Mockler):
>I heard a rumour a long time ago that there would be a sixth part to the
>Piers Anthony - BIO series, possibly focusing on the sister.

The source of that rumour is fairly easy to identify: The series ends with
Hubris coming back from the dead to demand a sequel.  (This is considerably
rawer than Chalker's "Epics must be at least trilogies.")  Happily, he
hasn't acted upon this.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 01:48:11 GMT
From: bobm@ingres.com (Bob McQueer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Xanth Question

wogg0743@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu writes:
> Which of the myriad of Xanth novels is actually worth reading?

In general, the earlier the better (though I quit after a while).  An
exception - Night Mare is a bit better than a couple that preceded it.  In
fact, my recommendation would be to read them in sequential order, and stop
when you think they've slid far enough downhill.

Concerning Anthony:

It might be interesting to see him publish a book as an essayist.  I find
his forwards interesting, though incredibly self indulgent.  In particular,
they sometimes throw an interesting light on the mental workings of a
commercial hack, er, commercially successful writer.

For instance, he described in one of his forwards how his career took off
when he decided he would not write anything he couldn't presell - he would
submit proposals and outlines, and if a publisher wouldn't advance him for
the idea, he simply wouldn't work on it.  I believe this was in the forward
to the "Incarnations of Immortality" series, which he explained was an
exception.

Several years ago, Anthony defended fantasy writing in Isaac Asimov's
magazine against an adversary who was denigrating fantasy as opposed to SF.
I decided that the match went to Anthony, at least on points, if not by a
TKO.  I forget who he was rebutting.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 01:17:17 GMT
From: adwright@mit.edu (Andy Wright)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Piers Anthony, and sex, the writing of scenes depicting/containing

edwong@eis.calstate.edu (Edmund WONG) writes:
> Another criticism (nothing is more vicious than a disappointed and
> disgruntled fan), is his handling of sex.  He used to be tactful and
> showed some skill.  Read "On the Farm" in _Again Dangerous Visions_ for a
> pretty good story; now just look at Xanth or just about anything.
> Sigh...  How he fell from glory (kind of like Sammael - err, Lucifer).

I'm just curious, how do you mean, "used to be tactful"?  I'd really like
to know what exactly other people don't like about how he writes about sex.
I've always enjoyed how he portrays it.  But then, the most recent book of
his I have read has been Question Quest.  Do you mean, he tells too much?
makes it sound too sexy?  Or makes it unsexy?  Please enlighten me.

Andy Wright
adwright@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 21:04:10 GMT
From: weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu (Matthew P Wiener)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review of three novels by Iain M. Banks

Reviewing the reviews ...
cortesi@netcom (David Cortesi) writes:
>CONSIDER PHLEBAS  -  USE OF WEAPONS  -  AGAINST A DARK BACKGROUND
>
>[plot summaries omitted]
>
>Here's why you might want to pass them all up and read something else:
>Banks kills his sympathetic characters.
>
>I dislike and distrust authors who do this - who create likeable,
>sympathetic people and cut them down.  [...]  The characters in which an
>author invites me to invest my empathy are supposed to end up *changed* -
>possibly sadder and more scarred, but wiser in some way.  Dead is not
>changed; dead is dead.  Unheroic death - simply falling a casualty to a
>plot element, is a denial of the value of the character and a nasty joke
>on the reader's trust.
>
>Banks does this with regularity.  This is not a spoiler, it is a consumer
>alert: do not become attached to any character in the novels under review
>here.  The odds are very good that the character you like best or
>empathize with the most will not survive to the final page. All of these
>books close with stages as corpse-littered as Hamlet's.

Wow.  Thanks for the revelation.  I wish someone had told this to my
English teacher - we'd have been able to skip all those lousy books and
plays that have these major unacceptable consumer alertable flaw.  To think
of all those Shakespeare plays I could have been spared.  To think of all
that Ibsen I could have skipped out on.  No need to read Flaubert, or
Tolstoy, or Dostoevsky.  Now that you mention it, Traven stunk, and the
movie adaption was even worse.

I suppose what makes Tolkien so great, unlike these other clowns, is that
he didn't _really_ kill off Gandalf.

>After his profligate imagination, Banks' greatest skill is in the
>narration of violence.  I don't know another writer who can depict a fight
>so vividly and with such pace.

To tell you the truth, I've never noticed this aspect of Banks' writing.
Even considering THE WASP FACTORY.

>the fussy, smart-mouth "drones" of the Culture books are nothing but
>British stage butlers dressed up to look like floating suitcases

They are?  Some of them, maybe, but certainly not all of them.  Some of
them are independently minded vicious little suckers.  There was one in USE
OF WEAPONS, and be sure to check out PLAYER OF GAMES.

>These aren't supposed to be great works;

They certainly won't be if you measure them with ridiculous criteria.
Banks simply isn't interested in spoonfeeding polite little fairly tails to
polite little children.  I can deal with it.

Matthew P Wiener
weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 08:30:20 GMT
From: Jeric@cup.portal.com (J Eric Chard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Moving Mars by Greg Bear

>Well, I thought I had moved Greg Bear permanently off of my hardcover buy
>list after the highly disappointing _Queen of Angels_,

   I felt that "Queen of Angels" was THE most outstanding piece of s.f. I
have read in at least 10 years.  Why?

   1)  Adult themes.
   2)  Non-apocalyptic.
   3)  Structure.  (in the writing sense)
   4)  Characterization.
   5)  Concepts.

   For instance, while I thoroughly enjoyed "Ringworld Engineers", there is
no way I would ever label it "literature".  However, I felt safe in
plastering that label on "Q of A" because of the satisfying interweaving of
the 5 story lines and they way they illuminated and reflected each other.

   I feel secure in recommending "Q of A" to adults.

   Often I've felt very insulated from the events and characters of Bear's
stories.  "Removed".  "QofA" was a breakthrough (for me or him) in the
intensity and immediacy of the story.  I was totally drawn in to each
character's plight, goals and struggles.

   Also, the book has stood up to 2 re-readings.  Like any good work of
art, it rewards further examination.  It has a characteristing of many of
my favorite pieces: On the first read, I'm totally lost until a third of
the way through.  I basically get the plot.  The second time through,
acclimated to the jargon and the scenario, I can enjoy the interplay of the
characters.  On the third read I grok the structure and the craftmanship of
the book.

   Perhaps if you can see your way to it, you could re-read it with these
points in mind.  With a 5-track storyline, "Q of A" is the kind of book
where you should EXPECT to have to re-read it.

>I cannot recommend this book highly enough.

   Glad to hear "Moving Mars" is engrossing.  I look forward to reading it.

Jeric@cup.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 17:03:00 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Moving Mars by Greg Bear

I too liked Moving Mars.  I also liked Queen of Angels.  I like most of
Bear's stuff.  Blood Music is the only book by him that I couldn't justify
keeping.  It stank.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 15:42:31 GMT
From: R.FURR@genie.geis.com (Rob Furr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Upcoming works by Steven Brust

Stewart M. Wiener, smw@astro.ocis.temple.edu writes:
>Is there any word on where the next Vlad Taltos novel, ORCA, will fit into
>the series chronologically?
>
>While I'm very curious about where Steve intends to take Vlad's life after
>ATHYRA, I have to admit that I found ATHYRA less enjoyable to read than
>any of Brust's other novels.  I hope he wouldn't consider it a major step
>backwards for him to return to some of the familiar elements from previous
>Vlad stories which he left behind in ATHYRA.

(*gratuitious plug for favorite author warning*)

if, perchance, you DO discover that the next Taltos book drops off in your
opinion, you might want to consider looking into Glen Cook. IMHO, Cook and
Brust share many of the same qualities and tendencies, with, again IMHO,
Brust tending a little more towards the traditional fantasy style, and Cook
tending a little more towards the SF mindset, even while writing fantasy.

(In fact, before I fully discovered either author, I'd read a book in
Cook's Garrett series (Old Tin Sorrows, I think) and a book in the Vlad
Taltos series (Jhereg, if memory serves), and was under the impression that
they were by the same author (when I check books out from the library
paperback shelves, I usually don't look too closely at the covers. Words in
a row, that's what I'm looking for.) After realizing that the two authors
WERE, in fact, different people, I drifted away from Brust and started
collecting Cook.)

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 14:27:00 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: The Worthing Saga

		     The Worthing Saga by Orson Scott Card
			 A book review by Gareth Rees
			  Copyright 1993 Gareth Rees

   _The Worthing Saga_ is a fix-up of Card's 1983 novel _The Worthing
Chronicle_, together with stories from the collection _Capitol_ (1978) and
three previously uncollected early stories.  _The Worthing Chronicle_ was
itself a fix-up, being a rewrite of _Hot Sleep_ (1979) incorporating
material from _Capitol_.

   The plot of _Hot Sleep_ (which is followed closely by TWC) concerns the
planet Capitol, where the elite of a galactic empire stretch out their
lives by the use of cryogenics and the memory-erasing drug somec: the
sleeper's brain is 'taped' prior to taking somec, and the tape is played
back on waking.  One man, Abner Doon, dislikes this autocratic and sterile
society so much that he takes over the entire government of the galaxy (!)
with the aim of bringing civilization down.  Before he does so, he sends
out a number of colonies to increase humanity's chances of recovering after
the crash.

   One of the colony ships is captained by Jason Worthing, pilot and
telepath.  After an accident on the journey destroys the brain tapes of the
sleeping colonists, Worthing becomes God to the now child-like settlers and
fathers on them a race of telepaths.  That is as far as _Hot Sleep_ went.

   TWC continues the story several thousand years beyond the end of the
earlier novel, but focuses the vast tale through the viewpoint of a farm
boy on an agricultural planet at the very end of the story, who is told
tales from this history by a very aged Jason Worthing.  Why is this?
Here's what Card has to say (from _Maps in a Mirror_):

   "The flaws in _Hot Sleep_ had arisen from my feeble attempts to control
the vast sweep of time involved in the story.  With _The Worthing
Chronicle_, I unified the story by containing it within a frame, the story
of a village whose life had been deeply affected by the outcome of the
whole Worthing story.  In effect, the new novel was the story of how people
are transformed by stories - a circularity that still delights me."

   Well, I think he's wrong: the flaws in _Hot Sleep_ weren't serious, and
at least the story was told in a straightforward manner.  In the later
novel the sweeping plot is revealed in fragments; dramatic and vivid
chapters are reduced to half-page summaries, and in gaining a perspective
TWC loses involvement and excitement, and the exchange is not an equal one.

   But the most interesting aspect of TWC is the moral, which is hammered
home at every opportunity.  TWC is Card's strongest statement yet of the
moral imperative that (it becomes clear) underlies all of his fiction.
Card's belief (and I must assign it to Card because it is so prevalent in
his fiction without any sense of irony) is that suffering somehow ennobles
humanity; that pain and grief are necessary for the development of wisdom;
and that a world with pain is more beautiful that a world without.  Here is
the Jason Worthing character on the subject:

   "I _feel_ what other people feel, but I have no pity for them.  I saw
the universe without pain, and I said, This is foul, undo it, and then I
chose to remain in it because I prefer to live here, surrounded by fear and
suffering, I would rather live in a world where there can be agony like
Hoom's - so that there can be a man like Hoom.  I would rather live in a
world where a man does a mad thing like walking naked through the snow just
for the sake of honor."

   Even if, like me, you find this attitude disturbing and reeking of
hypocrisy, we must take it seriously as it is a respectable belief within
the Christian community.  Indeed, it is perhaps a necessary belief for
people otherwise unable to reconcile their belief in a loving and
omnipotent God with the state of the world.  Viewed in this way, _The
Worthing Chronicle_ is an attempt to justify God to His creation, a task
that would tax a Milton, and it is not surprising that Card fails.

   As to _The Worthing Saga_: if you can find copies of _Hot Sleep_ or
_Capitol_ (they are both now out of print), read those.  But _The Worthing
Saga_ is a dead book, the material worked over too many times.  Not content
with mutilating his characters, must Card mutilate his fiction also?

Title:     The Worthing Saga
Author:    Orson Scott Card
Publisher: Legend
Date:      1991

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 17:48:44 GMT
From: brendah@netcom.com (Brenda Holloway)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Del Rey Internet Newsletter, January (long)

Ellen Key Harris (ekh@panix.com) wrote:
>ECHOES OF THE WELL OF SOULS by Jack Chalker.  Paperback.
>
>This is the first novel in Chalker's new Well World trilogy, and a story
>that more closely examines one of Chalker's more interesting characters,
>the immortal and eternally wandering Nathan Brazil.  After thousands of
>years of living on Earth, Brazil and his equally immortal but estranged
>companion Mavra Chang are once more needed by the Well World to combat a
>perceived threat to the order of the universe.  ECHOES will definitely
>interest fans of the original Well World series, and, because it can be
>read independently of the original, it's also a good starting place for
>newcomers.

Hmmm... except that if Brazil and Chang ever just sat down and talked,
there wouldn't be much of a plot. Once they get to the Well World, a good
portion of the book is mostly just misunderstanding each other's motives...

Brenda Holloway
Sony Electronic Publishing
brendah@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 19:16:22 GMT
From: R.FURR@genie.geis.com (Rob Furr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Del Rey Internet Newsletter, January (long)

Brenda Holloway, brendah@netcom.com writes:
>Hmmm... except that if Brazil and Chang ever just sat down and talked,
>there wouldn't be much of a plot. Once they get to the Well World, a good
>portion of the book is mostly just misunderstanding each other's
>motives...

(*Insert standard WHY DOES CHALKER *ALWAYS* HAVE TO DO THE SAME DANG SEX
CHANGE/TATOO/DISFIGUREMENT/"YOUR PAST LIFE IS UNIMPORTANT NOW" BIT?!?!
rant here*)

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 23:04:50 GMT
From: archer@frmug.fr.net (Vincent Archer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Del Rey Internet Newsletter, January (long)

Brenda Holloway <brendah@netcom.com> wrote:
>Hmmm... except that if Brazil and Chang ever just sat down and talked,
>there wouldn't be much of a plot. Once they get to the Well World, a good
>portion of the book is mostly just misunderstanding each other's
>motives...

Misunderstanding... or being misdirected? :-)

This first volume reminds me strongly of the last Chalker series, the
Quintara Marathon: Nothing much occurs in the first book, apart a long and
convoluted introduction of all characters, hints about the Enemy (there's
always an Enemy, with a E, of course), and their coming together to the
scene of the action (the Well World).

What bothers me is that the second book will be good, and the third will be
somewhat a disappointment, as Chalker pulls out a fast one to solve and tie
the mystery. Well, at least this time, we are facing three god-like
characters that are known from the beginning to be just that, so we won't
get a deus ex-machina; they're out of the box from page 1...

Vincent Archer
archer@frmug.fr.net
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Crichton (6 msgs) & Dick (2 msgs) & Dickson &
                   Elgin & Gray & Heinlein (3 msgs) & Hinz (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 02:56:51 GMT
From: navarrer@ava.bcc.orst.edu (Roy Navarre)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Del Rey Internet Newsletter, January (long)

Re Chricton's success.

I assumed the lion's share of the credit goes to the hype machine behind
Jurassic Park.  The methodology described to 'clone' the dinos is cleary
pseudoscience.  It's a good read, but hardly one of the superior SF novels
of the year.  Seems to me JP the novel's success is largely due to the
superb hype, most probably generated by Hollywood and made possible in part
by the movie the Andromeda strain, which to me means he had sizable
Hollywood connections prior to the movie rights to JP being bought.  Having
SOON TO BE A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE on the cover can't help but send sales
through the roof.  Then after the movie, movie-goers will run out and buy
the book.  Seems like it's mostly hype and fortunate timing.  I'd suspect
any SF book would enjoy the same success if given an equivalent amount of
hype.

Roy

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 05:29:07 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Success of Jurrasic Park [was Re: Del Rey Internet]

Roy Navarre <navarrer@ava.bcc.orst.edu> wrote:
>Seems to me JP the novel's success is largely due to the superb hype,

I'd say about 99 3/4% responsible, yes.  I don't know what kind of impact
JP made when it was first released, but surely not anywhere near the kind
of readership (well, at least "boughtership", if you take my meaning) as
when the movie came out.

>most probably generated by Hollywood and made possible in part by the
>movie the Andromeda strain

I'd say that AS was only marginally in effect here.  IMGLO, the overriding
factor in JP's success is the fact that one Steven Spielberg took an
interest in making a movie based on the book.

>Having SOON TO BE A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE on the cover cant help but send
>sales through the roof.

Yeah, sure - look what it did for _Soul of a New Machine_...

>Then after the movie, moviegoers will run out and buy the book.

(Words to live by.  Especially if your name's Allen Dean Foster...)

>Seems like it's mostly hype and fortunate timing.

And Spielberg and ILM and a massive promotional budget.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 06:22:20 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Crichton & marketing

navarrer@ava.bcc.orst.edu (Roy Navarre) writes:
>I'd suspect any SF book would enjoy the same success if given an
>equivalent amount of hype.

Count on it.  Crichton had written a number of books, under various names,
and came up with "THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN," at just about the same time as the
first major moon mission was being readied.  The publisher timed it to the
space program beautifully, and at least some analysts have attributed the
lunar astronauts' post-mission quarantine to a publicity-engendered public
reaction to the idea of plagues....
 
Note that Harry Harrison's "THE JUPITER PLAGUE," also printed as "PLAGUE
FROM SPACE," antedates "Andromeda" by nearly a decade, and is the probable
source of several of Crichton's major plot elements. Harrison handled them
better, more coherently, and simply lacked Crichton's publicity,
bibliography, and computer maps.
 
If you check Shklovskii and Sagan's book on the search for extraterrestrial
intelligence, you'll find a rather thorough discussion of why Arrhennius'
theory of light-accelerated spores, germs, or viruses over interstellar
distances does not hold up with any life form we know of.

The movie version of A.S. got around this by implying that the Strain might
have been adhering to a bit of a *manufactured* artifact but, this still
begs the question.  *IF* the A.S.  can stand up to solar radiation
densities at Earth orbit, why are we supposed to believe that a
"microscopic nuclear reactor which can break any material down into energy,
and construct any material it needs" is going to be killed by... a change
in pH?  glorp.
 
Note that dissociated elements of Crichton's plague population either all
mutate simultaneously, or mutate only locally, as the plotline demands.

Many of Crichton's plot elements are logically and structurally
indefensible, much of his "science" is dictated by momentary necessity, and
his characterizations are almost nonexistent.

...and yet, he's a multimillionaire.  He must be doing SOMETHING right, but
I'm danged if I can figure out what it is.
  My reaction to "SPHERE" was completely unprintable, and yet it earned him
(and will continue earning!) more money than I will make in my entire life.
 
 I believe he's a vastly better director than a writer, and that
"WESTWORLD" and "RUNAWAY" are triumphs of directorial skill over
limitations of story, script, and budget; but I don't buy his books until I
can get them in second-hand paperback stores.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 22:54:19 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Crichton & marketing

Ellen Key Harris (ekh@panix.com) wrote:
>gharlane@nextnet.csus.edu writes:
>>...I don't buy his books until I can get them in second-hand paperback
>>stores.
>
>But you do buy them!  See, this is what fascinates us...

I do not buy them.  I read AS checked out from the library and thought it
was the most ludicrous, panic-inducing piece of trash I'd had the
misfortune to read in my entire life (since then, of course...).  I read JP
when several friends of mine all persisted in pushing copies in my
direction.  I thought the science stupid, the plot clearly designed to be
turned into an action screenplay, pandering to some of the worst elements
of such and resulting in some extremely silly sequences.  Crichton's
characterization of women, as usual, alternated between dull and offensive.
_Rising Sun_ *enraged* me, although I laughed so hard when told Japanese
audiences were treating the movie version as a comedy that almost made up
for it.  Crichton's creation of fictional experts who then spout dangerous
nonsense strikes me as some of the most irresponsible, not to mention
lacking in integrity, behavior a novelist engaged in depicting a possible
near future can participate in.

However, I think I understand why people like these books.  They are not
hard to read, in part because they are very visually oriented, with a lot
of description.  What makes a Crichton novel easy to turn into a movie also
makes it comprehensible to people who read few books, but watch many
movies.  Then, as Ellen Harris aptly pointed out, when the science is too
hard to explain, Crichton fictionalizes it, so the reader can understand.
The readers, then, feel *smart*, *intelligent*, as knowledgeable as the
expert in the story and *indeed they are*, because the expert in the story
is a lying idiot, but not directly portrayed that way so it hardly matters.

Crichton's characters behave in ways we the audience can clearly see as
unwise (either because they're really amazingly *stupid*, or because
Crichton as author-god *tells* us they're stupid).  The reader then feels
*superior* to the players in the story.  Now we are not only smart,
intelligent and knowledgeable, we are even *wise*.

Crichton is engaged in ear tickling.  Ear tickling sells (ask any Ferengi).
Unfortunately, no solution suggests itself to me.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 01:51:07 GMT
From: ee@star.qmw.ac.uk (Frossie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Crichton & marketing

rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley") writes:
[fully justifiable rage deleted]
>However, I think I understand why people like these books.  They are not
>hard to read, in part because they are very visually oriented, with a lot
>of description.

I quite agree. I think the subject matter is immaterial, pseudo-sf or not.
I am willing to bet (beer, not money) that if you compared the book sales
to the film's ticket sales you'd get roughly the same ratio as for other
"you've seen the movie now buy the book" blockbusters like The Hunt for Red
October, The Firm etc..

Am I correct in thinking that in the book it was the boy that figured how
to use a menu bar - oh sorry - "hack" the computer towards the end ?

ee@star.qmw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 18:18:13 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Crichton & marketing

I think that the appeal of Crichton is that the Luddite aspect appeals to
the masses, while more technically inclined readers/viewers get a boot out
of the numerous inconsistencies and the really creaky plots.  So Luddites
can like it because it speaks to them, and non-Luddities can like it
because it's so obviously contrived that they don't feel attacked or
threatened by it.  A more subtle form of what you call 'ear tickling', I
suppose.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 18:43:38 GMT
From: DARIN@comsys.byu.edu ("Darin L. Stewart")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 3 Stigmata of Palmer Eldrich

I've just completed reading the 3 Stigmata of Palmer Eldrich by Philip K.
Dick and thoroughly enjoyed it but the final page threw me a bit.  Bulero
and Blau are returning to Earth and Leo tells Blau to have faith in him as
Earth's protector.  Blau tells him to shut up and just think.  Leo
apologizes and says it was just a slip and wouldn't happen again.  I
understood the novel and its conclusion but not this last bit of dialogue.
Would some wise soul please enlighten me?

Darin L. Stewart
Telecommunications Systems
Brigham Young University  
(801) 378-7838            
darin@comsys.byu.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 23:00:31 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: 3 Stigmata of Palmer Eldrich

Dick himself mentioned that the end of the story is contained in its
epigraph.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 21:41:56 GMT
From: oberd_r@opium.cs.odu.edu (Richard Oberdorfer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gordon R. Dickson Inquiry

I have been waiting patiently for the next volume in the Childe Cycle,
having seen nothing since YOUNG BLEYS a couple of years ago.  At a con
shortly after BLEYS came out, I spoke with the author, who said BLEYS THE
MAN would be the next title.  In response to an inquiry from me, he also
expressed an inclination to write something that would "fill in" the
"missing" years on Ian Graeme.  I continue to wait.  I enjoy the clever
little DRAGON series, but it sure isn't the same as the "DORSAI" books!
Has anybody got any ideas as to what the delay could be?  I expected that a
new novel would come out about the time TOR started re-releasing the
earlier volumes in the cycle.  But I've seen and heard nothing.  

R. Oberdorfer

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 04:08:22 GMT
From: friedman@husc10.harvard.edu (Dawn Friedman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Elgin: Earthsong

SSQLJOE@vmd.cso.uiuc.edu writes:
>I was disappointed by "Yonder Comes the Other Edge of Time", which blends
>the ozark series with the Coyote series (I think).  I don't know how it
>stood up as far as a Coyote book, but it seemed incomplete as far as the
>Ozark series went.  Much was implied, nothing said.  It also seemed very
>sad in its themes (the destruction of a culture when a more powerful and
>superficially richer culture is introduced).

  I liked it.  I thought it was about time that she began to confront the
terrible things about Ozark society that are mentioned without much comment
in the trilogy.  Do you think it's obvious that Coyote's world is only
superficially richer?  Would you really like to live on Ozark?  Would you
really like to have your world government deny you the opportunity to
leave?
  
  Of course, there are some marvelous things about Ozark.  But all my red
flags go up when authority figures tell kids that they have to obey some
tradition or custom because 'life isn't fair.'  If the goal of Ozark
religion is human perfectibility, they of all people ought to be trying to
make life fair.

  Thoughts?

Dawn            
friedman@husc.harvard.edu   

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 16:17:28 GMT
From: masjb@irix.bris.ac.uk (SJ. Brewster)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alisdair Gray/Poor Things

Steven Pirie-Shepherd (srps@galactose.mc.duke.edu) wrote:
>Has anyone out there read stuff by Alisdair Gray (Scots author..brilliant)
>he uses fantasy/fantastical

Yes, I've read it.  Wonderful stuff indeed; a tie for the 'Best Book Steve
Read in '93' Prize (tied with Byzantium Endures by Moorcock and Nights At
The Circus by Angela Carter).

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jan 94 00:22:22 GMT
From: bounty@metronet.com (Ed Bullard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Signif. of Heinlein's Work?

One thing to remember about Stranger is that RA started it then put it away
for twenty years before he finished it. It was his first attempt at adult
fiction because everything else had been written for Boy's Life.

I agree that things got weird with Number but you have to remember that was
written just before they discovered his brain thing (tumor or embolism).
Once he had surgery things got a lot better. In my personal opinion Friday
was his best and may well prove to be his last prophecy.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 94 07:01:49 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: UNCLEAR ON THE CONCEPT; was Re: Signif. of Heinlein's Work?

bounty@metronet.com (Ed Bullard) writes:
> One thing to remember about Stranger is that RA started it then put it
> away for twenty years before he finished it. It was his first attempt at
> adult fiction because everything else had been written for Boy's Life.

Bull.  "A Martian Named Smith" got started in the early fifties. It was
printed LESS than ten years later.  It was *NOT* his first attempt at
"adult fiction," becaused he'd started writing FOR adults in 1939.
Further, the ONLY thing I know of that he *ever* wrote for "BOY'S LIFE" was
one short novella, "TENDERFOOT IN SPACE," which considerably POSTdates much
of the work in "STRANGER."

The last segment of 'STRANGER' and the final rewrite and length cutting
took place after "Tenderfoot," of course.

> I agree that things got weird with Number but you have to remember that
> was written just before they discovered his brain thing (tumor or
> embolism).  Once he had surgery things got a lot better. In my personal
> opinion Friday was his best and may well prove to be his last prophecy.

Absolutely incorrect.  "NUMBER OF THE BEAST" postdated his arterial bypass
by several years.

The problem was *neither* "tumor" *nor* "embolism".  It was a transient
ischemic malfunction brought on by sinister (means "left side")
carotid-artery blockage.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 94 20:00:38 GMT
From: Peter_L_Zavon.Wbst843@xerox.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Signif. of Heinlein

jim@bigq.sbil.co.uk (James Gillespie) writes:
>pzavon@news.delphi.com (PZAVON@DELPHI.COM) writes:
>>The significance of "Stranger in a Strange Land" is that with this work
>>Heinlein began to develop a cult following and as a result to be
>>independent of editorial changes/requirements.  anything with his name on
>>it would sell and the editors knew it.
>
>Not true.  He had a hell of a time getting _Stranger_ published.

...and misunderstands my point.  He may have had a devil of a time getting
_Stranger_ published, but once that was done he never had that kind of
trouble again and was able to publish just about whatever he wanted.

Peter Zavon
zavon.wbst843@xerox.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 16:31:04 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HINZ we go again!

St. Martin's seems to be less than enthusiastic to publish more Hinz.
Though I think Leigekiller did well, the sequels weren't big sellers.
Perhaps Hinz is also unhappy, this might explain the long time since
publishing.  The third book is still in print.  I've told people over the
net about a bookstore near me that ships free in the U.S. and has copies,
they bought the books, and the manager ordered some more copies.  They've
already arrived.  If the publisher still has first editions of that book
after all this time, it CAN'T be selling well.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 23:13:44 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (Patrick Nielsen-Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HINZ we go again!

We now own softcover rights to the three Liegekiller books, and will
publish them in some form or another in the next couple of years, possibly
as a trade paperback omnibus.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 07:16:08 GMT
From: bp494@cleveland.freenet.edu (Dana Goldblatt Anthony)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HINZ we go again!

I read and enjoyed the entire series (my local library has all three!)  but
it was essentially a one-note song; while it had reasonable
characterization and its one note was very original, it just isn't that
worth chatting about at this late date.

Let's hope Hinz writes something else that's even better.

Dana

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 4 Jan 94 23:56:37 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Any info on P.C. Hodgell _Seeker's Mask_?

hayenga@maroon.tc.umn.edu:
>Has anyone heard any more about when _Seeker's Mask_ will actually be
>released and how to get it.  I've asked my local bookstore but they say
>they haven't been able to find anything out.

Hypatia Press (360 W. First, Eugene OR, 97401; 503-485-0947) is
theoretically working on a limited edition.  Quite limited, as in fifty
'deluxe' copies at about $150, and four hundred 'leatherbound' copies at
about $60.  (They were also going to put out a clothbound copy at about
$30, but that fell through.)  It was supposed to come out last Halloween.
Then it was supposed to come out for Christmas.  The revised projection is
Real Soon Now.

So your options are to pay Hypatia prices for a Hypatia edition, probably
in the not too distant future, or wait and keep hoping a major publisher
picks it up.  (To add to the fun, the Hypatia edition is supposed to have
been close to six hundred pages, so it's better than even money that a
major publisher's version will be edited and revised.)

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 04:48:58 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Any info on P.C. Hodgell _Seeker's Mask_?

The Hypatia Press edition of Seeker's Mask is more than theoretical.  Al
has already released proof copies to dealers.  It's simply a matter of time
before the books are released.  He's been having problems with Hodgell's
use of elipses.  She apparently has a butt-load of them in the book, and
his Mac software wasn't fond of them.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 15:27:35 GMT
From: jrw@ccd.harris.com (Jay Wherley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

Kevin Maroney (kjm@panix.com) wrote:
>_Tigana_ is a major step forward, and I consider it one of the major works
>of fantasy, possibly the best fantasy since _Little, Big_.

I agree. After _Tigana_, _TST_ was a little bit of a let down. Some of it
almost seemed awkward compared to _Tigana_...but still a great step up from
the norm. It is neat to see Kay grow as he progresses in that trilogy. You
can feel the rumblings of _Tigana_.

Jay Wherley
jrw@ccd.harris.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 16:38:44 GMT
From: urban@sideshow.jpl.nasa.gov (Michael P Urban)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

David Wren-Hardin <bdh4@midway.uchicago.edu> wrote:
>Tigana is a stand alone book that is _excellent_, and I've heard similar
>comments about his last books, _A Song for Arbonne_ but haven't read it
>yet myself.

It is excellent, but not quite as well-crafted as Tigana.  The moral
complexity that gives Tigana its unique quality is lacking in Song for
Arbonne.

On the other hand, I found Arbonne to be a more pleasing fantasy world than
Tigana.  I felt sorrier to be saying goodbye to the locale and characters
when I finished the book than when I finished Tigana.

Anyway, both are terrific, and a cut above the usual run of plain-wrap
medieval fantasies with their Generic Barbarians or what have you.

Mike Urban
urban@cobra.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 21:11:49 GMT
From: bswetman@itsmail1.hamilton.edu (Barbara Swetman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

I read Tigana first and loved it. Looking for more I read Fionavar cycle
and was very disappointed. I guess I read them in the wrong order. If there
were not so much I haven't read even once, I might consider giving them
another look.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 13:25:51 GMT
From: alex@mrc-lmb.cam.ac.uk (Alex Knight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

I always thought that The Summer Tree was the best of the trilogy.  Clearly
I'm in a minority. It seems that we're all convinced that Tigana is awesome
but, what did people think of A Song for Arbonne? I enjoyed it, but it
didn't have quite the same impact as Tigana.

Alex

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 19:35:50 GMT
From: moonman@camelot.bradley.edu (Craig Levin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

   I agree with you on the impact issue. With Tigana, one saw most of the
events through the eyes of people who were deeply "into" the liberation of
Tigana and the rest of the Palm from the 2 tyrants.  OTOH, in A Song for
Arbonne, things are largely seen through the eyes of Blaise, who's got
other things on his mind than the valiant defense of Arbonne, like his own
brand of nationalism.

Craig Levin
moonman@camelot.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 22:27:54 GMT
From: rebel@imperial.sjc.mcd.mot.com (Jim Gallagher)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Guy Gavriel Kay's next

I personally think Kay is one of the better "Fantasy" writers in the market
and highly recommend the Fionavar Tapestry, "Tigana", and "A Song for
Arbonne".  Does anybody know what his next book will be and when will it be
released?  Apparently he writes in the country his next book's setting will
resemble.

Thanks.

Jim Gallagher
Motorola Computer Group
rebel@sjc.mcd.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 00:36:47 GMT
From: news@leeds.ac.uk (not for reply)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay's next

Jim Gallagher (rebel@imperial.sjc.mcd.mot.com) wrote:
>I personally think Kay is one of the better "Fantasy" writers in the
>market and highly recommend the Fionavar Tapestry, "Tigana", and "A Song
>for Arbonne".  Does anybody know what his next book will be and when will
>it be released?  Apparently he writes in the country his next book's
>setting will resemble.

I've heard a rumour that the next one will be Spanish-based, but can't
remember where I heard it so the information is suspect.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 03:52:17 GMT
From: markg@ichips.intel.com (Mark Gonzales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kays

I think Tigana is one of the best works of fantasy ever written.  A Song
for Arbonne was competent journeyman fantasy.

The Fionavar Tapestry I found to be a total loss after the first book.
Books two and three are just a boring loop:

for (all monsters, all magic objects) in Dungeon_Masters_Handbook
        find_magic_object
        encounter_monster
        kill_monster with magic_object
end

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 05:07:57 GMT
From: morgyn@netcom.com (Morgyn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

I've reread the whole thing numerous times in the last couple of years -
one of my current projects is to find TST in hardback, difficult as it's
out of print.

I still cry during certain parts, particularly when people I really, really
liked die.

Yes, Tigana is more complex, and so is A Song for Arbonne but, The Fionavar
Tapestry grabs my emotions more than they do, and I'd say that a writer who
can make a _dedicated_ reader cry every single time they reread the same
book has got considerable talent.

I buy all his books in hardback now, one of the the few writer's for whom
I'm willing to shell out that much money.

Morgyn

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 07:24:44 GMT
From: bp494@cleveland.freenet.edu (Dana Goldblatt Anthony)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

morgyn@netcom.com (Morgyn) says:
>Yes, Tigana is more complex, and so is A Song for Arbonne but, The
>Fionnvar Tapestry grabs my emotions more than they do, and I'd say that a
>writer who can make a _dedicated_ reader cry every single time they reread
>the same book has got considerable talent.

The Fionavar Tapestry *is* an incredible tearjerker.  I also cry every time
I read this.  I even wrote a poem based on a certain character's death in
the second book.  (For a free copy send email.)  (Title: The Moon's Lover
Leaves Her) Anyhow, The Fionavar Tapestry was very over-written.  The
writing was even what I'd call bad.  But the emotional charge seemed to
overwhelm that problem.

I think the Summer Tree was the best also; I didn't even much like the 3rd
book (I read the first 2 three times before I even got a copy of book 3)
with its overused Arthurian archetypes and less appropriate character
death; book 3 seemed to have less depth of characterization as well.

I haven't read Arbonne yet.  Tigana didn't impress me as much as it did you
guys; I haven't much to say for it...

Dana

------------------------------

Date:     Wed, 5 Jan 94 13:49:54 EST
From: Kathy Godfrey <kgodfrey@bbn.com>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject:  Frank Belknap Long dead at age 90

Frank Belknap Long died Sunday 1/2/94 in Manhattan, at age 90, according to
an obituary in the New York Times of 1/5/94.

Long wrote stories for Weird Tales, Astounding, and Unknown, and was also
editor of Satellite Science Fiction.

Kathy Godfrey
kgodfrey@bbn.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 23:32:00 GMT
From: 0003621563@mcimail.com (Variety Boston)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: STAR TREK MEMORIES

STAR TREK MEMORIES
by William Shatner with Chris Kreski

A review by Daniel M. Kimmel

I got this as a gift over the holidays and I have to say I was most
pleasantly surprised.  This is a MUST for any one who is a "Star Trek" fan,
whether you're a Trekker, Trekkie or simply someone who enjoyed the shows.

The focus is on the original series, with the post 1969 incarnations (the
animated series, the movies, TNG, DS9, the books, etc.) brushed off in an
epilogue that's memorable for entirely different reasons.

What makes this interesting is not only Shatner's memories, but the fact
that he includes fresh interviews with Leonard Nimoy, Majel Barrett
Roddenberry, Nichelle Nichols, DeForest Kelley and others involved in the
show.  (James Doohan is notably absent.  See below.)

The book begins with Roddenberry's story, and the long process in bringing
"Star Trek" to the air.  Shatner spends little time on his own background,
although he is extremely playful about his own reputed ego, kidding himself
throughout.

What's notable is that Shatner isn't afraid to shatter a few myths.
Roddenberry is seen as the great man who created the series but whose bluff
was called in a showdown with NBC and who, as a result, largely abandoned
the series in the final season.  The retelling of the "first interracial
kiss on TV episode" ("Plato's Stepchildren") reminds us how cowardly
network executives of the era were and why Roddenberry went the syndication
route with TNG.  We also get a very different version of how the script for
"The City on the of Forever" came about, that's quite different from the
Harlan Ellison version.  We can see the beginning of the "cashing in" on
"Star Trek" as Roddenberry pops up in the middle of the third season to add
extraneous dialogue about an "IDIC" medal, simply to give it the "Trek"
stamp of approval when he marketed it.

But "Star Trek Memories" isn't about bashing Roddenberry.  He comes across
as a man who had a vision and who was the one man most responsible for
getting "Trek" launched in the first place, even with all the odds against
him.  Shatner also gives credit to a number of behind the scenes people,
some of whom may only be known to the diehard "Trekkers."  The "Jefferies'
Tubes," for example, were named not for a famous scientist, but the show's
talented art director, Matt Jefferies.

While there are a lot of funny and even warm anecdotes, nothing quite
prepares you for the final chapter, in which Shatner discovers that the
"Gang of Four" (Nichols, Doohan, Takei, Koenig) were often quite resentful
of Shatner's star status and the way he used it.  Shatner's confession of
how his own ego prevented him from being closer to the supporting cast (he
professes a close friendship with Nimoy) is quite astonishing given the rap
he's had over the years.  Doohan flat out refused to talk to him for the
book, and given Shatner's plea in the final pages to talk to him anywhere,
on or off the record, one actually sympathizes with Shatner.  He apparently
has reached a stage in his life where he is able to reflect back and admit
that sometimes he hurt others because he wasn't thinking of them at all.
It is an astonishing confession in a "star biography" and it made me really
*like* the man.

"Star Trek Memories" is not the definitive "Star Trek" book, if such
exists, but it is one that "Star Trek" fans can't afford to miss.

TITLE: STAR TREK MEMORIES
BY: William Shatner with Chris Kreski
Publisher: Harper Collins
Pages: 306
ISBN: 0-06-017734-9
Price: Sorry, it was a gift and the price was removed;
presumably around $20.

Dan Kimmel
variety@mcimail.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 05:38:39 GMT
From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: PASSION PLAY by Sean Stewart

		       PASSION PLAY by Sean Stewart
		  Ace, ISBN 0-441-65241-7, 1993, US$4.50.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1993 Evelyn C. Leeper

   I find science fictional looks at religion intriguing, and in that
category I would include future theocracies.  PASSION PLAY is about a near-
future America that is a theocracy, having been taken over by the
Redemptionists.  The "reds" (as they are somewhat confusingly called) have
taken over the entertainment media as well, and everything is now
instructive or uplifting.  The Reds seem to have some idea of art, though
movies and such financed by religious groups now don't seem to show much
evidence of this, and it is during the production of a version of FAUST
that the murder which forms the core of the book's plot occurs.  The story
is told in the first person by an independent investigator (who has some
semi-psychic powers which are never explained).

   Reading the book, I felt like a stone skipping over the surface of a
lake.  There's too much "stuff" in this short book to have any of it
examined in depth.  The Redemptionist government, the religious structure
(what happened to all the non-Christians in the new United States?), new
uses of the media (along with a distrust in technology approaching the neo-
Luddite level - how do these contradictory ideas get resolved?), puritanism
(along with drugs and sex) all these are touched on, but never examined or
even made consistent.  And wrapping all this around a murder mystery
confuses the issue.  There's too much the reader is trying to figure out
about the background to give him or her a fair chance at figuring out the
crime.  (Yes, I know a murder mystery is not necessarily a puzzle.  Still,
it does seem as though the science fiction nature of this merely mystifies
the reader further.)

   PASSION PLAY suffers from a super-abundance of aspects.  I rarely find
myself complaining that a book is too short, but Stewart needed either to
lengthen the book or cut back on the various changes introduced.  (It's
also possible that an "expository lump" explaining some of what was going
on might have made the rest less confusing.)  PASSION PLAY is an intriguing
novel, but ultimately disappointing.  (In fairness, I show note that many
people have liked it more than I, and it did win the Aurora Award for Best
Canadian Science Fiction Novel in English.  But my reaction was that it
showed a lot of promise, but didn't deliver on it.)

Title:      Passion Play
Author:     Sean Stewart
City:       New York
Date:       December 1993
Publisher:  Ace
Comments:   paperback, US$4.50.
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-65241-7
Pages:      194pp

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 18:10:17 GMT
From: ecl@mtgpfs2.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: WORLDWAR (was Re: Del Rey Internet Newsletter, January (long))

ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris) writes:
> WORLDWAR: IN THE BALANCE by Harry Turtledove.  Hardcover.

WARNING!! WARNING!! WARNING!! WARNING!!

This is the first of a four-book series.  I liked it - full review to
follow in a week or so but, people should be aware that it is not a
complete story in itself (and ends with a bunch of cliff-hangers), and
nowhere on the cover, jacket copy, or title page is this said.  A hearty
"boo-hiss" to Del Rey for deceptive packaging.  (And while we're
complaining, someone at Del Rey also flip-flopped the cover art, and the
swastikas all go in the wrong direction!)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 22:25:46 GMT
From: wayne@tachyon.com (Wayne Sewell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: WORLDWAR (was Re: Del Rey Internet Newsletter, January (long))

ecl@mtgpfs2.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper) writes:
> This is the first of a four-book series.  ...  people should be aware
> that it is not a complete story in itself (and ends with a bunch of
> cliff-hangers), and nowhere on the cover, jacket copy, or title page is
> this said.

Del Rey isn't the first publisher guilty of this.  I remember a similar
irritation when I read the first volume of Chalker's Quintara Marathon, The
Demons at Rainbow Bridge.  It ended in a similar abrupt fashion, with all
the characters just standing there looking at each other.

Wayne Sewell
Tachyon Software Consulting
P. O. Box 550937
Dallas TX  75355-0937
wayne@tachyon.com
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Date: 7 Jan 94 05:09:25 GMT
From: smw@astro.ocis.temple.edu (Stewart M. Wiener)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Upcoming works by Steven Brust

Now, I wouldn't want anyone to think that my opinion of Brust is on a
downslide.  I loved THE GYPSY and AGYAR, which appeared around the same
time as ATHYRA, and I'm looking forward to 500 YEARS AFTER.  It's my
opinion of *Vlad* that's on a downslide.

I've tried Cook.  Twice.  Didn't think it was anything to write home about;
it was just straightforward plot and an occasional funny bit.

Brust's got *depth*, you know?  The characters are not merely
three-dimensional, they're fully realized people who are cool to hang out
with.  There's flair and originality in his writing style - every once in
a while he blows me away with a metaphor that nobody else could have
thought of, or an unexpected wry twist of the language.  You can tell when
he's just having a blast (as in THE PHOENIX GUARDS), and share in the fun.
I like the guy.

Stewart Wiener
smw@astro.ocis.temple.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 06:07:04 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Upcoming works by Steven Brust

smw@astro.ocis.temple.edu (Stewart M. Wiener) writes:
>Now, I wouldn't want anyone to think that my opinion of Brust is on a
>downslide.  I loved THE GYPSY and AGYAR, which appeared around the same
>time as ATHYRA, and I'm looking forward to 500 YEARS AFTER.  It's my
>opinion of *Vlad* that's on a downslide.

Well... _Teckla_ and _Phoenix_ were *depressing*.  No doubt about that.
_Athyra_ wasn't depressing, but it was very different, and didn't grab me
nearly as much as most of his other works have.

As for Vlad: he's not a nice guy.  He may be turning into a decent guy,
but, let's face it, he's an assassin, he killed people for money, and
enjoyed beating them up.  He is snide, arrogant, and not as smart as he
thinks he is.  And the later books are showing this.  Since they're being
narrated by Vlad, it makes sense for them to be more depressing.  And I've
got a lot of respect for Brust as an author.

As for _Agyar_, it was one of the most chilling novels I'd ever read.
Agyar was written very well.  _The Gypsy_ I wasn't as impressed with, but I
did not regret buying it in hardcover.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 14:30:22 GMT
From: scg@panix.com (Steven Gould)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Upcoming works by Steven Brust

I can testify that 500 YEARS AFTER is very good.  (No, it's not out yet -
read a galley.)

Steven Gould
scg@panix.com
steve.gould@genie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 18:03:38 GMT
From: skye@netcom.com (Alexandra Knepper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Upcoming works by Steven Brust

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>As for Vlad: he's not a nice guy.  He may be turning into a decent guy,
>but, let's face it, he's an assassin, he killed people for money, and
>enjoyed beating them up.  He is snide, arrogant, and not as smart as he
>thinks he is.  And the later books are showing this.  Since they're being
>narrated by Vlad, it makes sense for them to be more depressing.  And I've
>got a lot of respect for Brust as an author.

As do I, he's one of my favorites.  (For fans of non-nice guys who are
snide arrogant, and not as smart as they think they are, check out Anne
Rice's Lestat books.  If you can wade through the hideously overdone
writing, you'll find the quintesential character of that type, who,
moreover, fails to evolve one iota in hundreds of years ... and pages.)

>As for _Agyar_, it was one of the most chilling novels I'd ever read.
>Agyar was written very well.  _The Gypsy_ I wasn't as impressed with, but
>I did not regret buying it in hardcover.

I didn't care much for Agyar (as a Brust book - I still find it worth
keeping, it's just not nearly his best effort).  I loved The Gypsy.
Phoenix Guards is my least favorite - an interesting exercise in style, but
a definition of tedium at almost 500 pages of it.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 94 02:57:00 GMT
From: nachison@scsud.ctstateu.edu (Nachison,Beth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Upcoming works by Steven Brust

skye@netcom.com (Alexandra Knepper) writes:
>I didn't care much for Agyar (as a Brust book - I still find it worth
>keeping, it's just not nearly his best effort).  I loved The Gypsy.
>Phoenix Guards is my least favorite - an interesting exercise in style,
>but a definition of tedium at almost 500 pages of it.

I don't know about that.  I thought The Phoenix Guards was a terrific romp.
But then, Dumas was one of my favorite writers when I was a kid, and this
is the next best thing to having something new from the Master to look
forward to.

Beth
nachison@scsu.ctstateu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 18:05:27 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: The Worthing Saga

gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees):
>Well, I think he's wrong: the flaws in _Hot Sleep_ weren't serious, and at
>least the story was told in a straightforward manner...  _The Worthing
>Saga_ is a dead book, the material worked over too many times.

I also preferred "Hot Sleep".  One of the main problems I had with the
rework was Card's use of the telepaths.  In "Hot Sleep", Card ends on a
thought-provoking and morally ambiguous note, as we see that Worthing is
breeding telepaths.  In TWS we get this great leap to yes, there are
telepaths, and their sticking their noses into other worlds in a rather
simpleminded manner, and it's a Bad Thing.  An unconvincing and off-topic
morality play has been tacked on to the original story.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 18:51:32 GMT
From: weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu (Matthew P Wiener)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: The Worthing Saga

dani@netcom (Dani Zweig) writes:
>>Well, I think he's wrong: the flaws in _Hot Sleep_ weren't serious, and
>>at least the story was told in a straightforward manner...
>
>I also preferred "Hot Sleep".

I won't touch the rewrite.

My memory is vague, but I strongly recall a scene with Jason being
subjected to a vicious little beastie called the "Estonian twit", or
something like that, and the rewrite I read in the store was definitely
inferior.

Matthew P Wiener
weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 18:43:58 GMT
From: 97jrr@williams.edu (Aubergine Volante)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card in general

I think that what I like most about Orson Scott Card is that he takes his
lousy stuff off the shelf. Now granted, I didn't read _Hot Sleep_ and I did
read _Worthing Saga_ so I don't know how the two compare, but *he* felt one
was worse than the other. I just appreciate that. He doesn't want to waste
his readers time, unlike, uhmm, a certain narcissistic writer with Author's
Notes longer than most books.

I think that most of us would agree that _Ender's Game_ is just pretty hard
to top, but most of his other stuff is almost as good. Has anyone else read
_Maps in a Mirror_ (it's the hardback version containing most of his
non-Worthing short stories - been reprinted into 4 separate volumes as
paper.) Some of those stories were truly amazing.

Check out _Lost Boys_ if anyone is hard up for something to read.

Julie

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 20:19:55 GMT
From: palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com (John J. Palmer )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: O.S. Card: Memory of Earth

I just got this book from the library but haven't had a chance to read it
yet, Any comments on it? Is it good? How's the sequel?

John Palmer
palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 05:23:37 GMT
From: ariel@netcom.com (Catherine Hampton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: O.S. Card: Memory of Earth

John J. Palmer (palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com) wrote:
>I just got this book from the library but haven't had a chance to read it
>yet, Any comments on it? Is it good? How's the sequel?

It's excellent, IMHO, less ragged at the edges than some of Card's work and
profoundly moving, as much of his work is.  I didn't like the sequel as
well, but that's only a matter of degree.  It was well worth the $6.00 I
spent.

Catherine Hampton
ariel@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 10:22:00 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card in general

> I think that what I like most about Orson Scott Card is that he takes his
> lousy stuff off the shelf. Now granted, I didn't read _Hot Sleep_ and I
> did read _Worthing Saga_ so I don't know how the two compare, but *he*
> felt one was worse than the other. I just appreciate that. He doesn't
> want to waste his readers time, unlike, uhmm, a certain narcissistic
> writer with Author's Notes longer than most books.

The problem with this for me is that I don't think his judgement is very
good.  I've read both _Hot Sleep_ and _The Worthing Saga_ and think the
former is much the better book of the two.  I think Card is wasting his
time re-writing the books he considers to be his turkeys; he would do
better to write something original.

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 08:44:22 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card in general

97jrr@williams.edu (Aubergine Volante) writes:
>I think that what I like most about Orson Scott Card is that he takes his
>lousy stuff off the shelf. Now granted, I didn't read _Hot Sleep_ and I
>did read _Worthing Saga_ so I don't know how the two compare, but *he*
>felt one was worse than the other. I just appreciate that. He doesn't want
>to waste his readers time, unlike, uhmm, a certain narcissistic writer
>with Author's Notes longer than most books.

This is one of the things I *don't* like about him. Having four or five
different versions of a novel out, and having all but the last withdrawn
from publication, *really* gets confusing if you're trying to find one of
the earlier ones. I want a copy of "Unaccompanied Sonata", for instance,
because "Monkey Sonatas" is *not* the same mix of stories. I was lucky
enough to get a UK copy of "Capitol", and heard a while back that he does
not consider it good enough to be sold anymore; tough. *I* like it very
much, and would have had an unseen hole in my collection if it were never
there. Even the stuff he thinks, in retrospect, is bad is generally good.

Plus, he's due for another Alvin Maker story, but instead we get Lost Boys
and The Call of Earth volumes one and two (and three and four, etc.)...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 17:48:23 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card in general

David DeLaney <dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu> wrote:
>Plus, he's due for another Alvin Maker story, but instead we get Lost Boys
>and The Call of Earth volumes one and two (and three and four, etc.)...

Oh dear, it sounds as if you are pining for more Alvin stories the way I
pine for Brin to do more Uplift stories.  Who needs _Earth_?  Who needs
that other book with the clones?  (Hush, dears, I'm speaking rhetorically.)
You have my sympathy for what it's worth.

As for Card, while I rather enjoy his two how-to-write books, I've given up
reading his fiction altogether.

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 13:12:53 GMT
From: joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: O.S. Card: Memory of Earth

palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com (John J. Palmer ) writes:
>I just got this book from the library but haven't had a chance to read it
>yet, Any comments on it? Is it good? How's the sequel?

Worth reading, and if I felt I could trust Card to complete the series I'd
buy it in hc. Be warned, though, that this is very clearly Mormon SF, far
more so than his earlier books.

joe@zikzak.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 16:45:38 GMT
From: allan@cs.cornell.edu (James Allan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: The Worthing Saga

gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees) writes:
>But the most interesting aspect of TWC is the moral, which is hammered
>home at every opportunity.  TWC is Card's strongest statement yet of the
>moral imperative that (it becomes clear) underlies all of his fiction.
>Card's belief (and I must assign it to Card because it is so prevalent in
>his fiction without any sense of irony) is that suffering somehow ennobles
>humanity; that pain and grief are necessary for the development of wisdom;
>and that a world with pain is more beautiful that a world without.  Here
>is the Jason Worthing character on the subject:
>
>"I _feel_ what other people feel, but I have no pity for them.  I saw the
>universe without pain, and I said, This is foul, undo it, and then I chose
>to remain in it because I prefer to live here, surrounded by fear and
>suffering, I would rather live in a world where there can be agony like
>Hoom's - so that there can be a man like Hoom.  I would rather live in a
>world where a man does a mad thing like walking naked through the snow
>just for the sake of honor."
>
>Even if, like me, you find this attitude disturbing and reeking of
>hypocrisy, we must take it seriously as it is a respectable belief within
>the Christian community.  Indeed, it is perhaps a necessary belief for
>people otherwise unable to reconcile their belief in a loving and
>omnipotent God with the state of the world.  Viewed in this way, _The
>Worthing Chronicle_ is an attempt to justify God to His creation, a task
>that would tax a Milton, and it is not surprising that Card fails.
[...]

I suppose there's a possibility that Card views it as an attempt to justify
God, but it's far broader than that.  All sorts of aphorisms fall nicely
into the theme: necessity is the mother of invention, too much sunshine
doth a desert make, learn from your mistakes, etc.  The idea that a Utopia
wouldn't be all it's cracked up to be occurs regularly: if I remember where
the Don Juan in Hell scene comes from, Shaw touches upon it in MAN AND
SUPERMAN.

I think Card is right on that point, though I must admit it becomes a bit
formulaic and tiring after awhile.  "Hmmm.  I wonder when the Bad Thing is
going to happen to this character?"  Sort of akin to the SF genre's "Ah,
here's the obligatory same-sex sex scene yet" feeling that was particularly
rampant several years back.  (ObAsbestos: No moral judgement there; I just
get tired of reading the same gratuitous "plot" device over and over
again.)

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 20:29:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.atl.ga.us (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card in general

>... else read _Maps in a Mirror_ (It's the hardback version containing
>most of his non-Worthing short stories - been reprinted into 4 separate
>volumes as paper.) Some of those stories were truly amazing.

I read it; yes, there were some great stories in it.  "The Porcelain
Salamander," "The Princess and the Bear," "Unaccompanied Sonata," "A Plague
of Butterflies,"... and one whose title I can't remember, about a crippled
boy who can heal people and a televangelist who can't.

>Check out _Lost Boys_ if anyone is hard up for something to read.

Do you mean that it is only for the desperate?

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 20:25:02 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Diane Duane, _So You Want to be a Wizard_

One of my favorite bits in _Door into Shadow_ is where Segnbora is singing
that love song to the Shadow.  Me, I've always been soft for anyone who
could laugh in the jaws of Moloch, or spit in Satan's eye, but to sing a
love song to the Shadow - well, now, there's someone with *style*.

In the excellent juvenile _So You Want to be a Wizard_, the involuntarily
pacifist Nita is continually being beat up, but finds herself unable to
fight back.  Chancing upon a book in the library entitled _So You Want to
be a Wizard_, she hopes to a find a solution to her problems in magic.
Along with that solution, or on the way to that solution, she finds a lot
of other, bigger, more interesting problems, and she, too, finds herself
engaged in singing (speaking, okay, fine) to the Shadow (okay, Starsnuffer,
but the principle is the same), and she too is able to find in herself the
possibility of redemption for the unredeemable.

But that's not really that important, except that I happened to like it a
lot.  What's important is that Kit and Nita are believable juvenile
characters wandering through a fantasy world with more verisimilitude than
is typical of juveniles and coming up with solutions to the problems they
encounter which are more ingenious than I've seen in a while.

Good stuff.  I recommend it.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------
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	     Books - Brin (4 msgs) & Chalker (4 msgs) & Dick &
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Date: 7 Jan 94 18:27:37 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brin (was: Card in general)

Dorothy J Heydt <djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu> wrote:
>Oh dear, it sounds as if you are pining for more Alvin stories the way I
>pine for Brin to do more Uplift stories.  Who needs _Earth_?  Who needs
>that other book with the clones?  (Hush, dears, I'm speaking
>rhetorically.)

It seems to me Brin thinks that the Uplift stories are trivial
entertainments - mere mind-candy, while his other books are _serious_ and
_important_. That's why he rations the Uplift books so carefully - he
wouldn't want to be mistaken for a mere writer of books that are only fun
to read.

This again goes to show that an author isn't necessarily the best judge of
his own work. Next thing you know, he'll be taking himself as seriously as
Ursula Le Guin, and stop writing anything that one might possibly mistake
for enjoyable reading. (Aaaargh! The dread Le Guin syndrome!)

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 19:24:33 GMT
From: joshi@cs.uiuc.edu (Anil Joshi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glory Season was: Brin was: Card in general

Dorothy J Heydt <djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu> wrote:
>Oh dear, it sounds as if you are pining for more Alvin stories the way I
>pine for Brin to do more Uplift stories.  Who needs _Earth_?  Who needs
>that other book with the clones?  (Hush, dears, I'm speaking
>rhetorically.)

Are referring to Glory Season?
I liked it a lot more than Postman or Sundiver

My ranking of Brin's books I have read so far:

Uplift War
Start Tide Rising
Glory Season
Sundiver
Postman

BTW, are there any other uplift books which I haven't read yet.
There seems to be a new one coming out soon...

Anil

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 94 06:11:43 GMT
From: scg@panix.com (Steven Gould)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brin was: Card in general

Brin's stated reason for not doing books in the UPLIFT WAR universe one
after another have more to do with his fear of becoming a "series" writer.
I don't know what his acutal opinion is of the books, but I doubt he looks
down on them.

Steven Gould
scg@panix.com
steve.gould@genie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 00:18:28 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun059.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glory Season was: Brin was: Card in general

Anil Joshi (joshi@cs.uiuc.edu) wrote:
>BTW, are there any other uplift books which I haven't read yet.  There
>seems to be a new one coming out soon...

_Brightness Reef_ has been reported to be his next book, previously known
as _Sooners_ (working title) and about 

SPOILERS for _Startide Rising_:

What happens to the Streaker. No word on the lifeboat yet.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 15:58:07 GMT
From: bcoe@trumpet.aix.calpoly.edu (Brian Eirik Coe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Chalker

Vincent Archer <archer@frmug.fr.net> wrote:
>This first volume reminds me strongly of the last Chalker series, the
>Quintara Marathon: Nothing much occurs in the first book, apart a long and
>convoluted introduction of all characters, hints about the Enemy (there's
>always an Enemy, with a E, of course), and their coming together to the
>scene of the action (the Well World).
>
>What bothers me is that the second book will be good, and the third will
>be somewhat a disappointment, as Chalker pulls out a fast one to solve and
>tie the mystery. Well, at least this time, we are facing three god-like
>characters that are known from the beginning to be just that, so we won't
>get a deus ex-machina; they're out of the box from page 1...

I hope that the rest of the series isn't to the level of the Quintara
Marathon.  I thought that was by far his most convoluted and difficult to
understand work.  and I thought that Flux and Anchor was bad!

I also wish he had spent less time on the introduction.  in the first (and
still best) Well World book he really didn't tell us much about the
characters until they had been throught the well.  I would rather have had
that kind of action rather than reading about them so long before.  The
first one just seemed to drag.

By the way, anyone know the title of the next one? I heard that it will be
out next month, but I have forgotton the title.  Thanks.

Brian Eirik Coe

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 17:53:34 GMT
From: Mark.Stackpole@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Mark Stackpole)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Chalker

Brian Eirik Coe <bcoe@trumpet.aix.calpoly.edu> wrote:
>I hope that the rest of the series isn't to the level of the Quintara
>Marathon.  I thought that was by far his most convoluted and difficult to
>understand work.  and I thought that Flux and Anchor was bad!

   Soul Rider/Flux & Anchor worked for me because the solutions to the
mysteries of just what was going on were very satisfactory. Quintara
Marathon just didn't have a good payoff in comparison.

>By the way, anyone know the title of the next one, I heard that it will be
>out next month, but I have forgotton the title.  Thanks

   _Echoes of the Well of Souls_ (Feb 1994: trade paperback $10)

Mark_Stackpole@oclc.org

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 15:37:11 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Chalker's next book

Mark.Stackpole@launchpad.unc.edu (Mark Stackpole) writes:
>Brian Eirik Coe <bcoe@trumpet.aix.calpoly.edu> wrote:
>>By the way, anyone know the title of the next one, I heard that it will
>>be out next month, but I have forgotten the title.  
>
>   _Echoes of the Well of Souls_ (Feb 1994: trade paperback $10)

Change "Echoes" to "Shadows" and all will be well (and correct).  ECHOES OF
THE WELL OF SOULS was the first book of the new trilogy, and came out in
May of '93.  It will be out in February in regular mass-market paperback.

Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
201 East 50th Street
NY NY 10022 USA
ekh@panix.com
E.Harris1@GEnie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 20:29:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.atl.ga.us (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Chalker

>This first volume reminds me strongly of the last Chalker series, the
>Quintara Marathon: Nothing much occurs in the first book, apart a long and
>convoluted introduction of all characters, hints about the Enemy (there's

But "The Demons at Rainbow Bridge" was three novelettes that were pretty
good in their own right, besides introducing all the characters.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 15:31:55 GMT
From: DARIN@comsys.byu.edu ("Darin L. Stewart")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 3 Stigmata of Palmer Eldrige

>Dick himself mentioned that the end of the story is contained in its
>epigraph.

The paperback I read didn't contain an epigraph.  Could someone please
summarize?

Darin L. Stewart
Telecommunications Systems
Brigham Young University  
(801) 378-7838            
darin@comsys.byu.edu      

------------------------------

Date:    Thu, 06 Jan 94 11:33 CST
From:    "Pete Brauer 312/915-6157"                  <$W$PR42>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alan Dean Foster (or did I say a bad thing??)

This goes all the way back to junior high when i read the Tar-Aiym Krang
and maybe it is because he and Ray Bradbury (Golden Apples of the Sun) were
the first sf that I read, but I really enjoy Alan Dean Foster's books.
Several of my friends have been berating me for years claiming that his is
among the worst of the stuff that is out there.  Now, while I admit that it
isn't great literature, it is a very enjoyable way to spend an afternoon.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 17:13:59 GMT
From: BORENSA@hugse1.harvard.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alexander Jablokov

In reply to Dave Schweisguth's and Matthew Wiener's questions about
Jablokov:

CARVE THE SKY does not take place in the same future world as the FUTURE
BOSTON shared world. But it does take place in -another- future Boston
universe, so it's easy to see why people might think they are related.

Jablokov contributed many stories to FUTURE BOSTON. I believe that only one
of them was previously published (as were several other FB stories by other
authors): "The Place of No Shadows" in "Asimov's" in Nov. 1991.

In response to Wiener's question on whether Jablokov has enough stories to
merit a collection - the answer is yes. Arkham House, a small press
publisher, will publish a short story collection in the spring or summer of
1994, entitled BREATH OF SUSPENSION. Interestingly, the story from which
the collection takes its title is a prequel story to CARVE THE SKY.  Since
AH is a small press, you might need to special order the book, or pick it
up at a convention, where there are usually booksellars who carry their
line.

A few other notes about FUTURE BOSTON, which has just been published in
hardcover from Tor: There are several "companion pieces" to the FB
collective which are not in the book: Steve Popkes' novella "The Egg",
which was a Nebula finalist and is in G. Dozois' "Year's Best SF - 7th
Annual Collection", was too long to include in the book, and was published
instead as part of a Tor double.

David Alexander Smith's novel IN THE CUBE also takes place in the FB
universe.  It was published in the fall of 1993 in hardcover from Tor.
Smith also had his FB story "Dying in Hull" (which -is- in the FB book)
included in Dozois' 6th Annual "Yrs Best SF"

I feel obliged to add that since I am member of the Cambridge SF Workshop,
along with Jablokov, Smith, Popkes, et al. (but I joined after the writing
of FB), I know these guys. So I don't want to review the books or stories.
But I can provide information about FB if anyone is interested, including
dates that they will be reading (probably in the New England area).

Sari Boren
Harvard Graduate School of Education
Cambridge, MA
borensa@hugse1.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 14:49:36 GMT
From: MAdams@utxvm.cc.utexas.edu (Mark Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay's next

I've seen a number of posts recommending Kay.  Could you give some
descriptions about his works you liked the best (and why, please).  Also,
could you mention a few other fantasy authors you personally enjoy to give
me an idea on what your tastes run to.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 21:01:25 GMT
From: neile@u.washington.edu (Neile Graham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

Dana Goldblatt Anthony <bp494@cleveland.Freenet.Edu> wrote:
>The Fionavar Tapestry was very over-written.  The writing was even what
>I'd call bad.  But the emotional charge seemed to overwhelm that problem.

That's an interesting call.  I didn't think so at all, either of the times
I've read it.  The texture is denser than more fantasy novels (the fantasy
and sf genres to me seem to be generally thin and plot-oriented and so I
really welcomed that richness).  I didn't think it was over-written at all.

I certainly didn't find any bad writing.  There have been several books in
the genre that the writing has bothered me so much I couldn't read them,
and a few I read in spite of the horrible writing (Anne McCaffrey's early
books come to mind here).

I think Kay is one of the best writers in the genre, actually.  He
certainly is one of the more intelligent writers.

>I think the Summer Tree was the best also; I didn't even much like the 3rd
>book (I read the first 2 three times before I even got a copy of book 3)
>with its overused Arthurian archetypes and less appropriate character
>death; book 3 seemed to have less depth of characterization as well.

Arthurian archetypes may be overused, but the way Kay used them and the
character of Arthur that he presented was fresh and new.  That was one of
the things that impressed me most about the Fionavar Tapestry - the way he
took the old archetypal tales (Arthur, the kidnap of the oriental princess,
the wild hunt, the svart alfar and lios alfar) and gave them new depth and
life.  I was *very* impressed.

>I haven't read Arbonne yet.  Tigana didn't impress me as much as it did
>you guys; I haven't much to say for it...

I liked Tigana, but the nationalist theme made me a little nervous.  I
really enjoyed Arbonne.  It didn't ring quite as deeply as the other two
did, but it was nonetheless one of the best fantasy books I've read.

Neile Graham
neile@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 03:30:14 GMT
From: joeshaw@info1.cc.vt.edu (Joseph Shaw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

bp494@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Dana Goldblatt Anthony) writes:
> The Fionavar Tapestry was very over-written.

I would make this comment about Tigana. (The only Kay I've read, and I
never even finished it - I set it aside to read a different book I just
_had_ to read, and I just haven't felt any urge to finish it.)

> The writing was even what I'd call bad.  But the emotional charge seemed
> to overwhelm that problem.

I wouldn't call the writing of Tigana _bad_, per se, but I didn't get
enough of an emotional charge out of it to overcome the unnecessarily
repetitive writing.  (IMHO, of course.)

Joseph Shaw

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 08:57:49 GMT
From: darknite@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay

joeshaw@info1.cc.vt.edu (Joseph Shaw) writes:
>I would make this comment about Tigana. (The only Kay I've read, and I
>never even finished it - I set it aside to read a different book I just
>_had_ to read, and I just haven't felt any urge to finish it.)
>
>I wouldn't call the writing of Tigana _bad_, per se, but I didn't get
>enough of an emotional charge out of it to overcome the unnecessarily
>repetitive writing.  (IMHO, of course.)

You know something?  I don't believe I know anyone who actively disliked
it.  I know people who absolutely loved it (myself included) and I know
people who slept through it.

Tigana is one of those peculiar books that either reaches out and grabs you
with its premise and characters, or misses entirely, in my observation.

For myself, I knew I was getting too involved when I started asking myself
whether I'd rather be ruled by Alberico, or by Brandin.  I wrestled with
that for a good long time until it became obvious that (after flip flopping
a few times, and putting myself in the position of Tiganese vs, say,
Senzians) _I_ couldn't deal with either one of them.

Then I tried to figure out what I'd do if I knew that killing one whold
bring down the other.  Came real close to what Asimov might have called
roblock.

John S. Novak, III
darknite@camelot.bradley.edu
darknite@cegt201.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 17:03:38 GMT
From: brad@bear.ras.ucalgary.ca ( Brad Wallace )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Spider Robinson

joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater) writes:
>Remember when you *looked forward* to Spider's writing?

Yeah. But it's been a while. I enjoyed "Night of Power" (it wasn't perfect,
but I enjoyed it) and was mildly amused by the Callahan stories. He has
become tiresome though. His soapbox approach to writing is really ruining
some potentially good ideas.

Brad
brad@ras.ucalgary.ca

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 01:38:38 GMT
From: scg@panix.com (Steven Gould)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Spider Robinson

>Remember when you *looked forward* to Spider's writing?

And he can't deal with death worth beans.  The number of times he cashes in
on the angst caused by the death of a major character is equaled by the
number of times it turns out the character isn't dead after all.

Steven Gould
scg@panix.com
steve.gould@genie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 13:17:38 GMT
From: joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Spider Robinson

scg@panix.com (Steven Gould) writes:
>And he can't deal with death worth beans.  The number of times he cashes
>in on the angst caused by the death of a major character is equaled by
>the number of times it turns out the character isn't dead after all.

In his latest (Lady Slings The Booze) a few characters die. Admittedly, one
is only the spare body of the hero's dual-bodied wife.

By the way, did anyone else think it was pathetic for the narrator to say
(regarding a hooker falling in love with him on first sight) "Well, I know
it's ridiculous, but that's what really happened"?

It's *not* what really happened. It's fiction. Spider Robinson sells lies
for a living. If the lies aren't believable, he's failed in his job. As he
has for quite a while.

joe@zikzak.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 18:28:45 GMT
From: JVOGEL@leda.hq.nasa.gov (JOHN VOGEL)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Forests fo the Night by S. Andrew Swann

I saw this paperback with a tiger in clothes holding a gun on the cover and
assumed I was seeing a Larry Niven Kzin story.  Wrong!  Nohar Rajasthan,
the tiger, is the result of genetic experiments that were done to create
better and better soldiers.  The war is over (there were several, his was a
Pakistan/Indian conflict that caused his father to be created) and he and
several hundred thousand genetically altered semi-humans live in the United
States as second class citizens.

What does an intelligent Tiger do for a living?  He becomes a private
Investigator.

There is minimal hard science in it.  It is mostly an adventure and mystery
story of the "What If" variety.  I enjoyed it.  Published by Daw Books.
Forests of the night by S. Andrew Swann.
 

------------------------------
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Date: 7 Jan 94 15:06:44 GMT
From: S.S.B.Glover@bradford.ac.uk (Steve Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Hacker and the Ants

From Rudy Rucker... to be published this May.

Is utterly brilliant, and not just because it's got great chunks of the
Jargon File mixed in.

Which is a way of asking... was "Studly" the name of the character in the
Cartoons in the paper version of the Jargon file?

Steve Glover

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 18:55:25 GMT
From: wibaird@nmsu.edu (William P. Baird)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Silverberg: New Spring Time

Does anyone know if there has been another sequel written in this series?
Or if one is even planned?  I enjoyed the first one the most.  The second
was okay.  However, I am curious how he is going to handle the "human
question"... (i.e. where did they go?)

Will Baird                                      
Astronomy/Physics Undergraduate
New Mexico State University	      		
wibaird@nmsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 19:41:26 GMT
From: joeshaw@info1.cc.vt.edu (Joseph Shaw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Silverberg: New Spring Time

wibaird@nmsu.edu (William P. Baird) writes:
> Does anyone know if there has been another sequel written in this series?
> Or if one is even planned?  I enjoyed the first one the most.  The second
> was okay.  However, I am curious how he is going to handle the "human
> question"... (i.e. where did they go?)

I have no idea is there's ever going to be a third book, but it seemed to
me that things were fairly well resolved at the end of the second book.
I'ts been a while since I read it, however, so I won't go into details that
would likely be wrong.

Personally, I liked the second book better than the first.  The beginning
of the first dragged on quite a bit, I thought, whereas I found the second
intriguing from the start.

Joseph Shaw

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 03:03:21 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Cliff Simak, _Goblin Reservation_

As a result of Dani Zweig's Belated Review for Simak, I tried _Way
Station_, which was absolutely fantastic.  "The Big Front Yard" was also
entertaining, and "The Grotto of the Dancing Bears" was excellent, one of
the best sf stories I've ever read, in a very low-key way.

_The Cosmic Engineers_ came up in a recent thread about worst ever sf
stories, which I don't think it deserved (and posted to that effect) even
though I'm inclined to feel it isn't worth reading (aged very badly, but I
bet it was great fun when it came out).

I haven't given up on Simak yet, though, and just finished _The Goblin
Reservation_.  Cute, I think, is the operative term here; don't rush out
and buy this novel.  Protagonist Maxwell is teleported out to a colony to
see if there really is a dragon there (one of the few legendary Earth
critters that hasn't been rediscovered); he fails, returns and is copied on
the way.  The first one back is murdered, and the second has to figure out
what happened and why.  Along the way we meet his friends (a neanderthal, a
lovely young woman, a ghost, and a saber-toothed kitty, among others) and
some potential enemies, and watch dastardly doings be thwarted, but of
course the nasties involved weren't *really* as nasty as we thought, and
even if they were, they had good, understandable reasons, and we find
ourselves being talked into sympathizing.  Sort of.

Don't rush out and buy it; the images are repetitive, and the plot's thin.
The lovely young woman is annoying, and the moonshine making neandertaler
is, well, let's face it: silly.

But I only paid $.38 for it, and it didn't take long to read, so it wasn't
a dead loss.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 15:46:27 GMT
From: dswartz@pugsley.osf.org (Dan Swartzendruber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Simmons, When Worlds Collide Sequel?

elspeth@xocolatl.com (Elspeth Sapphire) writes:
> FREEDMAN <INFN000@MUSICB.MCGILL.CA> writes:
>> Wm Simmons' When Worlds Collide ends with a significant, unresolved
>> issue. Was a sequel planned? When is it scheduled to come out?
>
> It seems to me that I read a sequel that occurs after they land on a
> planet (was it Mars?).  They find abandoned cities and rockets of
> Russians that also fled the Earth.

Earth was destroyed by the larger (gas giant?) of the two intruding planets
(Bronson Alpha).  The refugees landed on the smaller, Earthlike of the pair
(Bronson Beta).  This planet ends up in a stable orbit around the sun,
while Alpha continues on out of the system.  They find abandonded, domed
cities, connected by an underground subway-like system.

Dan S.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 17:58:20 GMT
From: ecl@mtgpfs2.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Simmons, When Worlds Collide Sequel?

Freedman <INFN000@MUSICB.MCGILL.CA> writes:
> Wm Simmons' When Worlds Collide ends with a significant, unresolved
> issue. Was a sequel planned? When is it scheduled to come out?

I'm confused.  Edward (Edwin?) Balmer and Philip Wylie wrote the book WHEN
WORLDS COLLIDE; Rudolph Mate directed the film.  Who's William Simmons?

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jan 94 19:46:34 GMT
From: INFN000@musicb.mcgill.ca (FREEDMAN)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: when worlds collide etc.confusion

Sorry for confusing so many out there. Yes, there was an old two-volume
set, When Worlds and After Worlds Collide. In addition, Wm. Simmons began
writing a series - two so far, the second entitled (wait for it) When
Worlds Collide. It concerns a writer of fantasy scenarios/software for
virtual reality. It ends like a sequel is coming, but I've seen no word so
far. Please help.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 00:37:11 GMT
From: iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Ian Borchardt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Simmons, When Worlds Collide Sequel?

However a Wm. Simmons did write "When Dreams Collide" which is a sequel to
"In the Net of Dreams".  Both are IMNSVHO very good comedy fantasy novels.
And in answer to Freedman, no I have no idea if there are going to be any
further sequels.

Ian Borchardt
Medical Physicist               
Adelaide Radiotherapy Centre            
iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 17:44:45 GMT
From: Peter_L_Zavon.Wbst843@xerox.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Simmons, When Worlds Collide Sequel?

INFN000@musicb.mcgill.ca (FREEDMAN) asked:
>Wm Simmons' When Worlds Collide ends with a significant, unresolved issue.
>Was a sequel planned? When is it scheduled to come out?

To which an55864@anon.penet.fi replied:

>When Worlds Collide did indeed have a sequel: After Worlds Collide.

I think there may be some confusion here.  _When Worlds Collide_, and its
sequel _After Worlds Collide_ was written by Eando Binder, a pseudonym for
E.  and O. Binder.  It was published in the 1930's, I think, and a movie
was made from it in the 1950's.

Is there another book by the same title by William Simmons?

Peter Zavon
zavon.wbst843@xerox.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 94 19:21:17 GMT
From: tigger@nbrwh130.bnr.ca (Jeff Skinner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Cordwainer Smith

 Of all the SF Writers I have encountered in the past thirty years the one
whose work seems timeless and whose books I continue to re-read and find
new insights and inspiration in is Cordwainer Smith (AKA Paul Linebarger).
 
 Are there any Smith fanciers out there who can answer any of these
questions ?
 
  1) The books I own are :
 
        i) The Best Of Cordwainer Smith (Ballantine Paperback)
       ii) A second Ballantine Collection of short stories called
           The Instrumentality of Mankind (???) and containing other Smith
           work not in i)
 
           These are both from about 1975-1980
 
      iii) Norstrilia 
 
       iv) The Casher O'Neill Stories
 
     Are any of these still in print ? My copies are in pretty
    bad shape and I would like to replace them. Also, Have I
    missed anything ? Is there any published SF by Smith not
    covered in this list ?
 
 2) The Best Of Collection has an intriguing foreword by J.J. Pierce the
editor. Does anyone know if/where he can be reached ? Also did anyone ever
do a Smith Biography ? I am sure it would be damned interesting.
 
 3) Pierce mentions three Mainstream novels by Smith, "Ria", "Carola" and
"Atomsk". Are any of these available in any form ?
 
Jeff Skinner
tigger@x400gate.bnr.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 94 21:06:48 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

tigger@x400gate.bnr.ca writes:
>Also, Have I missed anything ? Is there any published SF by Smith not
>covered in this list ?

I have two other story collections, Space Lords and You Will Never Be The
Same. I couldn't say offhand if their contents are fully duplicated by Best
Of and IoM, but I doubt it.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 00:05:32 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

tigger@x400gate.bnr.ca writes:
> 3) Pierce mentions three Mainstream novels by Smith, "Ria", "Carola" and
>"Atomsk". Are any of these available in any form ?

I seem to remember seeing these in hardback, around 35-40 years ago.  Spy
novels by "Felix C. Forrest" or "Felix C. Forest," perhaps?  I know Dr.
Linebarger used several pseudonyms for his detective and spy yarns.
 
I've certainly never seen them in paperback, or I'd own copies; but that
doesn't preclude the possibility that they've been reprinted.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 94 23:16:00 GMT
From: lmann@drycas.club.cc.cmu.edu (Laurie Mann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

tigger@x400gate.bnr.ca writes:
>Of all the SF Writers I have encountered in the past thirty years the one
>whose work seems timeless and whose books I continue to re-read and find
>new insights and inspiration in is Cordwainer Smith.

I quite agree.  Smith was a GREAT writer, and his works are classic.

>Is there any published SF by Smith not covered in this list ?

A few pieces.  Last year, NESFA Press published The Rediscovery of Man, The
Complete Short Fiction of Cordwainer Smith.  This collection included
pieces never published in America.  This collection is about to go into its
second printing.  It can be ordered directly from NESFA Press (Box 809,
Framingham, MA 017101-0203).  The book runs over 670 pages, and includes
the JJ Pierce forward.  (The book can also be special ordered through
bookstores such as Borders Book Shop or WaldenBooks as it's in the Books In
Print database.)  Jim Mann, the editor, is an occassional contributor here.

> 2) The Best Of Collection has an intriguing foreword by JJ Pierce the
>editor. Does anyone know if/where he can be reached ? Also did anyone ever
>do a Smith Biography ? I am sure it would be damned interesting.

I agree that it would be an fascinating biography.  I don't know if anyone
is working on one.  The problem with Smith is that his life was so
incredible that it sounds an awful lot like a novel.

>3) Pierce mentions three Mainstream novels by Smith, "Ria", "Carola" and
>"Atomsk". Are any of these available in any form ?

I'll report back here tomorrow night with the details.  I think they are
out of print, but I'll check Books In Print at work tomorrow.

Laurie Mann
lmann@drycas.club.cc.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 05:01:00 GMT
From: joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

It gives me much joy to be able to tell you that NESFA have published the
*complete* short stories of Cordwainer Smith in one volume. It's called
_The Rediscovery of Man_, and is priced at US$24.95. Contact NESFA Press,
PO Box 809, Framingham, MA 07101-0203. When I last contacted a member of
NESFA, they did individual mail orders. I have no connection with NESFA.

Let me wax ecstatic about this book: How wonderful it is to have a
definitive collection! This contains everything except _Norstrilia_ (an
oversight, in my view). It's nicely printed on acid-free paper, well bound
and has a front cover from the days when you could jolly well tell by the
picture that it was SF. NESFA also publish a concordance to Cordwainer
Smith, if you're interested.

The volume has two previously-unpublished tales. Of one of them, _Himself
in Anachron_ I have read that the rights were owned, or had been owned, by
Harlan Ellison to be printed in his soon-to-be-released _Last Dangerous
Visions_. The story in _Ansible_ is that Mr. Ellison was somewhat churlish
about this, but this is surely not true. Harlan Ellison's milky-smooth and
even temper is respected and admired by all who know of him.

I cannot recommend this collection too highly. I wish that they had put
together a complete collection for James Schmidt, too, instead of a "best
of". What use is another collection? The pulps are dying, NESFA should save
these stories from oblivion!

In closing, let me thank NESFA once again. How fortunate we are to have
people who will do this. It is truly admirable that three sovereign
American nations band together to produce science fiction. NESFA is perhaps
the best initiative yet of President Bill Clinton.

joe@zikzak.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 94 06:40:12 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Steel Beach", by John Varley

This book has everything!

SCIENCE!

   "As you can see," Smith was saying as we walked down a long
   and fairly rickety flight of metal stairs, "they've just about
   frabjulated the primary phase of the osmosifractionating
   de-hoo-dooer.  And those guys rattatting the willy-nilly say
   they ought to have it whistling Dixie in three days' time."

HORROR!

   I went to the nearest table and stuck a knife into a pate
   sculpture of Sigmund Freud and spread the thick brown goo over
   a slice of bladk bread... I put two thick slices of smoked ham
   on top of the pate, spread a layer of cream cheese, a few
   sheets of lox...and topped it all off with three spoonsful of
   black Beluga cavier.

EPISTEMOLOGY!

   "Not three weeks ago, when she turned up that fourth ace with
   the biggest pot of the night, I *knowed* she was cheating!....
   I know what I dealt her!"

WHAT MORE COULD YOU ASK!

What was that?  Sex and violence?  Yeah, there's that too.  If you haven't
gotten around to reading "Steel Beach" yet, you should.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 94 18:30:38 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Steel Beach", by John Varley

Kidding aside, "Steel Beach" really is excellent, but not without its
flaws.  One of its best features (as with other 'Eight Worlds' works) is
that Varley has put a lot of thought into the implications - social and
ethical, of technology that could be just around the corner.  I may
disagree with some of his ideas, but they're certainly thought-provoking.
(He's pretty good about avoiding expository lumps, but sometimes he slips
badly.)

The story itself is interesting, well-told, and often very humorous - at
times side-splitting.  Its worst weakness is the welding on of the Heinlein
subplot in the last fifth of the novel.  It's too late, too different, and
too irrelevant.  (The 'Glitch' is relevant, but that could have been told
differently.)  The problem here is that Varley *wanted* star travel to be
the implicit answer to one of the problems he raised.

Again, if you haven't read it yet, it's starting to appear in the used book
stores, so the price is definitely right.  (In fact, if I'd known it was
going to be this good, I'd have bought the paperback new.)

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 14:06:26 GMT
From: paris@zygon.dev.cdx.mot.com (Gregory M. Paris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Steel Beach", by John Varley

dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig) writes:
>Kidding aside, "Steel Beach" really is excellent, but not without its
>flaws.  One of its best features (as with other 'Eight Worlds' works) is
>that Varley has put a lot of thought into the implications - social and
>ethical, of

I mostly enjoyed reading the book, but the comment above about the 'Eight
Worlds' reminded me of one thing I really didn't like.

This is not an Eight Worlds book - Varley says as much in the Author's
Note at the end.  Yet, the book is filled with Eight Worlds references and
technology.  Through the whole thing I kept thinking, "Gee, I don't
remember it this way."  I was probably right, since Varley didn't try to
make _Steel_Beach_ jibe with those other works.

In a way, it left me feeling ripped off.  It was as if he took his old
ideas, threw in a few new ones, turned on the blender, then applied the
result to paper.  After such a long hiatus, one might have hoped for
better.

For Eight Worlds fans, a re-read of _Persistence_of_Vision_ or
_Ophiuchi_Hotline_ might be more satisfying.

Greg Paris
Motorola Codex
20 Cabot Blvd C1-30
Mansfield, MA  02048-1193
paris@merlin.dev.cdx.mot.com

------------------------------
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Date: Tue, 11 Jan 94 09:01:15 EST
From: Shameless Plug Department <sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stuff Available

This is a brief announcement about items currently available:

   - There are still some SF-Lovers shirts available.  These were produced
     for sale at ConFrancisco with artwork designed by Hugo-nominated
     artist Bob Eggleton.  They will be available for sale at BOSKONE,
     February 18-20 at the NESFA Sales table or by mail-order from me.  The
     at-con sale price is $10.50 and mail-order is $12.50.  If you wish to
     find out more information on mail-order sales, contact me at:
     sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu.

   - Now in the archives, is an episode guide for the television show,
     Brisco County, Jr..  Hopefully, this file will be periodically updated
     by the author as new episodes are aired.  All of the archive files are
     in the directory pub/sfl.  The filename is: brisco-county.guide.

     To get a file from the archive, you can use anonymous FTP or the
     SF-Lovers FTP server at sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu.  For
     complete instructions on using FTP to retrive files from the archives,
     send email to the server address with the command "help" in the body
     of the message.

   - Recently updated, is the latest version of the convention listings.
     This file contains a list of conventions held all over the world that
     I have knowledge about including dates, locations, guests, membership
     fees, and addresses for most conventions.  The filename is: cons.txt.

   - Also in the archives is the 1994 Hugo Nominations Ballot.  Any member
     of either the administering or the immediately preceding Worldcon as
     of January 31 of the current calendar year is eligible to make
     nominations for the Hugos.  This ballot may be printed and mailed to
     the balloting committee (address given in file) if you are an eligible
     member.  Instructions for nominating are included in the file.  The
     filename is: WSFS.1994-Hugo-Nominations-Ballot.

   - Finally, those who are curious about the Hugos or the World Science
     Fiction Society (WSFS), can find the current constitution of the
     society (which contains the full text of the rules and descriptions
     for the Hugo awards and the administering thereof), the standing rules
     (for conducting of meetings held at the Worldcon each year), and the
     business passed on from the meeting at ConFrancisco to Conadian.
     The filenames for these files are:

     WSFS.constitution
     WSFS.business-passed-on
     WSFS.standing-rules

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 23:44:57 GMT
From: strand1@hotsun.nersc.gov (Leon Strand)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Talismans of Shannara

Hello, all.  Does anyone know if Terry Brooks' _The Talismans of Shannara_
has come out yet?  Thanks very much.  

Leon Strand

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 18:45:12 GMT
From: elajoie@eeap.ogi.edu (Elaine LaJoie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust

Last month I read all the "Vlad" book while I was sick with the flu.  They
were great.  I think I was reading one a day - they were so fast, and I
couldn't put them down.  (Plus, since I couldn't get up, I had nothing else
to do!)  I liked Vlad, even though he was snide, arrogant, and full of
himself - he seemed to be capable of developing into someone decent.
   Anyway, I've been reading various comments about his other works.  Could
someone give me a list?  All I've seen in the bookstores is Cowboys Bar and
Grill.  Thanks!

Elaine

[Moderator's Note: Anyone interested in a list of  this author's work can
find it in the SF-Lovers archives in the authorlists directory.  The
filename is Brust.Steven.]

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 04:12:55 GMT
From: dagibbs@quantum.qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

I haven't read Agyar yet, since I can't afford hard-cover books.  I
thoroughly enjoyed every other book by Brust, except _To Reign in Hell_.  I
could not finish it.  I finished most of Brust's stuff the day (or usually
night :-) I started it, but I found myself progressing the _TRiH_ at about
a page a day, and finding any excuse to do something other than read.  It
seems to be missing the light touch and wry humour that pervades his other
works.  (Even _The Gypsy_ has its wry moments of dark humour.)

_Phoenix Guards_ is a bit slower going than many of the other books, it is
a Dumas (French romantic) pastiche, and so follows that (slightly :-) wordy
style.  If you have learned skimming techniques or like Dumas, it is still
quite enjoyable.

David Gibbs
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 08:38:37 GMT
From: alyx@u.washington.edu (slashing sandy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lois McMaster Bujold - new book almost out!

The January Locus reviewed Mirror Dance very favorably, and gave a February
publication date, so it could be out anytime.  It is a Mark/Miles book, set
(I'm almost sure) 3 years after Brothers in Arms.

Thorne has a pretty major part, as does Elli.

Sandy

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 17:53:47 GMT
From: amie@hubcap.clemson.edu (Amie Spitzer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: The Worthing Saga

Ok, I realize this is for summary only, but I feel a great injustice has
been done to Card's Worthing Saga. It has been a long time since I have
read it, so my details are sketchy. That aside, I think you hit on the very
thing that makes you either a die-hard Card fan or a take-him-or-leave him
reader. Yes, he does put in this sense of suffering as the key to growth
and greatness. But I don't think that it is a totally religious thing and
that you have to be Christian to enjoy Card's "brainwashing" (as you made
it seem.) I am still questionable myself on this god issue, but I do
believe that suffering can lead to a better person who has a more rounded
view (and less naive) of life. I also think that suffering can lead to an
equally worse person who lets bitterness lead his or her life. I think the
appeal of much of Card's work is that there is hope that if you endure, you
can go on to reach a new kind of growth if not happiness. I don't think
this kind of philosophy is for Christians only, but anyone who isn't
basically suicidal or homicidal! Card does also write some works that does
deal with the worse case situation (including a story that deals with the
negative affects of suffering and somec.) With that said, I would suggest
everyone read this book and decide for themselves the value of it and not
to let this critique cloud your decision to read it or your judgement
thereafter.

Amie

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 21:05:40 GMT
From: sl45z@cc.usu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: O.S. Card: Memory of Earth

ariel@netcom.com (Catherine Hampton) writes:
> It's excellent, IMHO, less ragged at the edges than some of Card's work
> and profoundly moving, as much of his work is.  I didn't like the sequel
> as well, but that's only a matter of degree.  It was well worth the $6.00
> I spent.

   My wife has quite enjoyed them also.  I'm curious what anyone else
thinks of the books in his Homecoming series.  I don't trust my own opinion
against my bias because I already know the entire storyline.
   BTW, Card came here to USU to talk and sign books last year when #2 of
Homecoming was coming out.  Talking to him he commented on how he got a
little carried away with some character developing but, intended to get the
story back up to speed in #3.  That one will be titled "The Ships of
Earth", unless I've really lost my memory. (No pun intended)
   Comments?

Travis L. Clements
Utah State University

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 21:12:10 GMT
From: sl45z@cc.usu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card in general

> Plus, he's due for another Alvin Maker story, but instead we get Lost
> Boys and The Call of Earth volumes one and two (and three and four,
> etc.)...

   Don't fret about the Alvin Maker book.  Just about a year ago he
promised the next book, I believe it will end the series but don't quote
me but, he has obligations with his publisher.  Appearantly his publisher
isn't nearly as interested in another Alvin as his fans are.  So it goes.
He has promised, so I feel safe in saying, The Day Will Come!

Travis L. Clements
Utah State University

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 04:53:04 GMT
From: ariel@netcom.com (Catherine Hampton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: O.S. Card: Memory of Earth

>My wife has quite enjoyed them also.  I'm curious what anyone else thinks
>of the books in his Homecoming series.  I don't trust my own opinion
>against my bias because I already know the entire storyline.

I think most of us who are at all familiar with Mormonism, or even with
traditional Christianity and the New Testament, can see where he got a lot
of this story.  I find it among his better work, though, at least of what
I've read thus far.  I still haven't read any of the Alvin Maker books,
though, or a number of stray novels.  While I love Card's work, I find it
difficult to handle more than a book every couple of weeks or month.  I get
wierd dreams from it.

Catherine Hampton
ariel@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 19:20:02 GMT
From: brendah@netcom.com (Brenda Holloway)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Chalker

Vincent Archer (archer@frmug.fr.net) wrote:
>Brenda Holloway <brendah@netcom.com> wrote:
>>Hmmm... except that if Brazil and Chang ever just sat down and talked,
>>there wouldn't be much of a plot. Once they get to the Well World, a good
>>portion of the book is mostly just misunderstanding each others'
>>motives...
>
>Misunderstanding... or being misdirected? :-)

Well, there's obviously four players; Brazil and Chang, the antagonistic
protagonists; the thing in the rock who wants the universe reset just one
more time; and the fourth player (as yet unknown, but seemingly inept) who
wants to keep them both from the Well, probably by playing them against
each other.

>This first volume reminds me strongly of the last Chalker series, the
>Quintara Marathon: Nothing much occurs in the first book, apart a long and
>convoluted introduction of all characters, hints about the Enemy (there's
>always an Enemy, with a E, of course), and their coming together to the
>scene of the action (the Well World).

The problem with all of Chalker's aliens, is that they aren't alien at all.
Given Chalker's predilictions, they're meant to be satires on specific
people or nationalities (or religions), but on the Well World, is it asking
too much for there to be some real ALIENS in it? And of course, they always
turn out to be descendants of some elder race, which might explain it to
Chalker's satisfaction, but not mine.

If there were interesting characters, it would make the predictable plot
more palatable... the best part of the first book was Brazil with the
vacationing handicapped couple, both who were already aliens of a sort in
their own world. The book became a lot less interesting once it moved to
Chang's Amazon paradise in the jungle, and less interesting even once it
moved to the Well World.

Chalker took his interesting characters and situations, a couple who defied
their handicaps and enjoyed life and living, and threw them into the well
where they emerged as Dillians (I guess; I know the woman did, at least,
but it's been awhile) and now they've had all the interesting facets of
their characters erased and probably (they don't appear afterward in the
first book) will be reduced to more supporting characters. Maybe they'll
even swap genders.

I thought he did the gender-swap bit pretty well in "The Identity Matrix";
we don't need to be reminded that people are defined by their genders
anymore.  Even if that were true. Which it's not.

I still read his stuff, because sometimes light pulp-style adventure is
still a nice break from heavier stuff, but I'm sure he could do better if
he really wanted to...

>What bothers me is that the second book will be good, and the third will
>be somewhat a disappointment, as Chalker pulls out a fast one to solve and
>tie the mystery. Well, at least this time, we are facing three god-like
>characters that are known from the beginning to be just that, so we won't
>get a deus ex-machina; they're out of the box from page 1...

I did like the descriptions of the new humanity; looks like they'll take
the role that the psychic Sasquatch had in the first series.

Brenda Holloway
Sony Electronic Publishing
brendah@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 21:27:41 GMT
From: albatros@wings.micro.umn.edu (Bob Alberti)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson's "Gap" Series  (Spoilers)

Dani Zweig (dani@netcom.com) wrote:
>Stephen R. Donaldson's "Gap" series is brilliant, but not always
>palatable.  It is technically better than the "Covenant" trilogies in
>almost every respect.

Except, of course, technologically.  Donaldson displays a deep, profound,
and insightful lack of understanding of even the most trivial physics.  For
instance, he states early on that a particular starship is unable to
achieve a given velocity (I forget precisely, but let's say it was .5C).
Later the ship is accelerated by outside forces to ".9C" (regardless of the
fact that in this case there is no frame of reference initially given for
".9C in regards to what").  It finds itself approaching a starbase at
".9C", and "slows" to dock with the base.

I really enjoyed the stories - vile characters are terrific but, had to set
the shock absorbers on my suspension of disbelief to "off-road".

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 01:57:24 GMT
From: bkoike@sdcc8.ucsd.edu (Bryce Koike)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson's "Gap" Series  (Spoilers)

albatros@wings.micro.umn.edu (Bob Alberti) writes:
>Dani Zweig (dani@netcom.com) wrote:
>>Stephen R. Donaldson's "Gap" series is brilliant, but not always
>>palatable.  It is technically better than the "Covenant" trilogies in
>>almost every respect.

The Covenant books had a plot.  The Gap wanders around, nasty things happen
to people who I happen to dislike, and then the book ends.  They're
well-written, but I wish I could feel as if they were going somewhere.
It's gotten to the point where I have pity for no one, not even Morn...

>Except, of course, technologically.  Donaldson displays a deep, profound,
>and insightful lack of understanding of even the most trivial physics.
>For instance, he states early on that a particular starship is unable to
>achieve a given velocity (I forget precisely, but let's say it was .5C).
>Later the ship is accelerated by outside forces to ".9C"

That's with the existing technology for the ship.

>(regardless of the fact that in this case there is no frame of reference
>initially given for ".9C in regards to what").  It finds itself
>approaching a starbase at ".9C", and "slows" to dock with the base.

That's with a strange alien engine stuck in their ship.  The ship's
original engines were incapable of pushing the ship to whatever velocity it
was - the new ones were.  Apparently it has nothing to do with the hull
structure, etc..

I have to admit that I was a bit boggled as to how they managed to slow
down but, I can handle the speed stuff.  His technology isn't half as
idiotic or unbelievable as a lot of the other stuff I've had to swallow
over the years (including the Empire Strikes Back which leaves me
shuddering at times)

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 15:40:32 GMT
From: wilkinson@hippo.herston.uq.oz.au (Darren Wilkinson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Raymond Feist: New book?

I was just wondering if anyone knew if Raymond Feist has release a new book
to follow on from "The Kings Buccaneer"?

Responses via e-mail would be greatly appreciated as I don't read here
often.

Thanks.

Darren Wilkinson
wilkinson@hippo.herston.uq.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 18:36:11 GMT
From: BORENSA@hugse1.harvard.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steve Popkes-correction

I'd like to correct an error in my information about about FUTURE BOSTON,
and specifically, Steve Popkes" story "The Egg".

"The Egg" was published as a Tor double, but not under that title.  It
became a short novel and was published as SLOW LIGHTNING.

Sari Boren
Harvard Graduate School of Education
borensa@hugse1.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 21:06:26 GMT
From: richb@stard.eng.sun.com (Rich Burridge)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What's Bob Shaw been up to?

I finished "Fugative Worlds" by Bob Shaw last night. It's copyright 1990,
and it's the last thing I've seen from him. This guy used to be on my "must
buy" list. What's he been up to in the last three years?

The cover had a quote from Orson Scott Card asking for Bob to "hurry up and
write the damn sequel please". This is kind of confusing because (IMHO) the
book doesn't need a sequel. I can only assume this is a quote OSC gave for
one of the two previous books in the series.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Wolfe (9 msgs) & Quantum Leap Novels &
                      Wild Cards (2 msgs) & New Releases (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 10:01:08 GMT
From: swann@rock.concert.net (Stephen Swann -- Personal Account)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Word of the Vindicator

Does anybody want to take a crack at explaining why Gene Wolfe is so
revered in sf circles?

Several months ago, on this very newsgroup, I got into a discussion of
fantasy and sf epic, and what were the critical works in the genre.  Aside
from the really obvious ones (and the ones I already knew that I didn't
agree with), one series came up that I was only vaguely familiar with: Gene
Wolfe's _Urth of the New Sun_.

Well, they're out of print, but I managed to track down a copy of _Claw of
the Concilliator_, and I've read that.  While reading it, I also laid hands
on _Shadow of the Torturer_, and I've started reading that, as well.
They're not bad, and I might even be inclined to read the whole series.
But really, and I'm not trying to provoke a flamefest here, I _really_,
truly, don't understand the apparently universal adulation of Wolfe.  The
first several pages of each of these books is devoted to the most
outrageously fawning blurbs, from every reviewer from Locus to the New York
Times book review.  He is extolled as being the greatest storyteller in
science fiction, as well as the most literate and visionary; his books are
the most profound, and the most epic in scope, no other could have created
such a sweeping vision, such a powerful and transcendent literary
achievement, etc..

Ok, I've only read one book, and barely scratched the surface of another.
But I already feel safe in saying that Wolfe is *not* the greatest writer
of our age.  What gives?  Are the later books of the series discernably
more powerful and literate?  Or have all my literary sensibilities turned
to wood?  In the face of all this affirmation of Wolfe's greatness, I have
_tried_ to see the purportedly amazing power of these books, but I just
_don't_.  They seem like pretty routine "future history" writing to me,
replete with bad science and silly ideas.  (Imagine copping, of all things,
Heinlein's dumb notion of "grokking" people by eating their remains).

Can somebody help me out, here?  :-)

Stephen Swann
swann@rock.concert.net

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 20:33:13 GMT
From: eliz@ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Word of the Vindicator

Stephen Swann asks:
>Does anybody want to take a crack at explaining why Gene Wolfe is so
>revered in sf circles?
[...]

Your opinion of writers like Gene Wolfe (and John Crowley, and Robert
Holdstock, et al.) is going to depend a lot, clearly, on what kind of books
you *like* to read and read frequently, and also on the mental equipment
you bring to the books.  They rely not so much on the adventure-story plot
as on you, the reader, interpreting very consciously the author's words on
the paper as you go along.  They cannot be read passively.  And they are
emphatically not "routine `future history' writing: they're not like
anything else in the SF section of your bookstore, probably.

To say that the Torturer books are not powerful or literate is a telling
charge: telling on you!  No insult intended, but Gene Wolfe *is* literate
and powerful, and probably you're not reading the text the way it needs to
be read.  [No, don't let's get off on a tangent about "all texts should be
read the same way".  They shouldn't, no more than you should look at a
Rubens and a Van Gogh in the same way.  Information is encoded differently
in different periods and different styles.]

Most obviously, Wolfe is playing with old concepts (the books are rife with
symbols and incidents associated with Catholicism and other religions,
including the notion that by eating of a piece of someone's body, the eater
incorporates that person into himself - trust me, that one didn't originate
with Heinlein) and with new old words (he enjoys deriving novel words from
legitimate classical roots).  He's playing with you, the reader, too; he
likes unreliable narrators, and you have to figure out when Severian (or
any character!) is telling the truth, when he's lying, and when he's not
interpreting things "correctly".  The suspense and interest in the Torturer
books, for me, are psychological, more than plotty; they're a bildungsroman
of sorts, a travelogue, and a mystery story too.  Reading Gene Wolfe is
*work*.  If you're not used to making mental annotations and correlations
as you read, particularly in a very long work, try keeping notes.  Stop and
revisit earlier sections of the story as you re-encounter elements already
introduced.  Think about what you read; question it.  Gene Wolfe knows what
he's doing.

Elizabeth Willey

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 21:38:09 GMT
From: lofstrom@hawaii.edu (Karen Lofstrom)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Word of the Vindicator

I'm no great fan of Wolfe, since I usually prefer sympathetic characters
and plots with happy endings (OK, I'm a philistine).  However, even I will
admit the eerie beauty of the worlds he creates and the language he uses to
create them.  His concepts intrigue and his plots are vivid and
idiosyncratic... about as far removed from the usual fiction-by-the-yard as
you can get.  He may not be to everyone's taste, but he's a -good-, serious
writer.

Karen Lofstrom
lofstrom@uhunix.uhcc.Hawaii.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 23:04:06 GMT
From: mce@halcyon.com (Brian McElhinney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: LAKE OF THE LONG SUN by Gene Wolfe

Some quick observations (a few SPOILERS lurk within):

   LAKE picks up exactly where NIGHTSIDE left off. Re-reading NIGHTSIDE is
   nearly required.
	
   For some strange reason, I found my second reading of NIGHTSIDE to be
   much more enjoyable. Maybe because I knew I could "turn the page" when
   it ended, and pick up LAKE?

   NIGHTSIDE + LAKE make a fairly satisfying story.  LAKE ends in a
   similarly abrupt manner, but on a high note.  (Black humor, yet.)  A big
   improvement!

   I like the character Silk now (I didn't particularly care before), and I
   enjoyed watching his belief system change.

   On the down side, there are times when Silk sounds *way* too much like
   Severian.  Primarily when he is explaining himself.

   And the parallel between Silk and Severian's mysterious family origins
   was uncomfortable.  Although in Silk's case he may not have parents, in
   the traditional sense...
	
   Not to mention the biggest, hence most painful, parallel that seems to
   be developing.
	
   Did Silk see a nearby solar system from the observation bubble?  Stay
   tuned for volume three.

   I really, really, hate The Book of the Long Sun as a title.  Much too
   similar to you-know-what.  From the LoC entry in volume one it appears
   Wolfe originally intended the series to be titled Starcrosser's
   Landfall.  Much better!
 
Brian McElhinney 
mce@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 23:46:43 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (Patrick Nielsen-Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: LAKE OF THE LONG SUN by Gene Wolfe

mce@halcyon.com (Brian McElhinney) writes:
>I really, really, hate The Book of the Long Sun as a title.  Much too
>similar to you-know-what.  From the LoC entry in volume one it appears
>Wolfe originally intended the series to be titled Starcrosser's Landfall.

Uh uh. Gene originally intended the series to be titled The Book of the
Long Sun.  "Starcrosser's Landfall" was the invention of Gene's editor,
David Hartwell, who later thought better of it.  However, S's L does carry
on a ghost existence in a few catalogs.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 94 07:57:57 GMT
From: cerious@vnet.net (Phillip Crews)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Word of the Vindicator

>Well, they're out of print, but I managed to track down a copy of _Claw of
>the Concilliator_, and I've read that.  While reading it, I also laid
>hands on _Shadow of the Torturer_, and I've started reading that, as well.
>They're not bad, and I might even be inclined to read the whole series.

I believe, first, that you should read the series in order; start with
_Shadow of the Torturer_.

Gene Wolfe's books are intense, deep, thought-provoking, probing, and
playful. I cannot put them down. The _Urth_ series of books is the only
long series I've read more than once, besides LOTR.

Phillip

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 08:42:54 GMT
From: myong@flute.aix.calpoly.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Word of the Vindicator

> Your opinion of writers like Gene Wolfe (and John Crowley, and Robert
> Holdstock, et al.) is going to depend a lot, clearly, on
 
   Cool!  Some new (to me) stuff to read while waiting for the next Long
Sun book.  Any other "Wolfean" authors that I might like to know about?
   Right now, I'm reading _The Dying Earth_ because of its influence on the
Book of the New Sun, and it seems to be not a novel as much as an
experience, so to speak.  Vance is not telling a story as much as he is
showing us a world.  Interesting, but I'm not going to run out to find the
sequels.
   As far as the Book of the New Sun being out of print, I believe I saw an
article (in this newsgroup) that it's going to be re-released sometime
soon.  *I'm* looking for some of Wolfe's other Urth work such as _Castle of
the Otter_ and _Empires of Foliage and Flower_.  Does anyone know if these
will ever be re-released?

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 15:50:36 GMT
From: bards_n@buttercup.cs.odu.edu (Nathan Bardsley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Word of the Vindicator

>*I'm* looking for some of Wolfe's other Urth work such as _Castle of the
>Otter_ and _Empires of Foliage and Flower_.  Does anyone know if these
>will ever be re-released?

=Castle of the Otter= is part of the latest Gene Wolfe collection from Tor.
I think it's =Castle of Days=.  Also included are the contents of Gene
Wolfe's Book of Days, and a great deal of unpublished stuff.

=Empires of Foliage and Flower= is, I believe, a Cheap Street book.
Generally, Cheap Street books go for about $100 each, and take a while to
sell out.  A mass market reprinting is unlikely to happen before the Cheap
Street edition is gone.

Nathan Bardsley
bards_n@cs.odu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 19:52:21 GMT
From: eliz@ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Word of the Vindicator

myong@flute.aix.calpoly.edu writes:
>> Your opinion of writers like Gene Wolfe (and John Crowley, and Robert
>> Holdstock, et al.) is going to depend a lot, clearly, on
>
>Cool!  Some new (to me) stuff to read while waiting for the next Long Sun
>book.  Any other "Wolfean" authors that I might like to know about?

Holdstock and Crowley (who do both differ from Wolfe in many ways, be
warned) are about the closest you'll come in genre SF.  Richard Grant is
also a possibility; he's more like "Crowley lite", a little too slick,
without Vance's effortless mastery of language and throwaway character.
Grant's _Saraband of Lost Time_ is his best book; _Rumors of Spring_ is
very similar (thematically) and _Views from the Oldest House_, for some
reason, I haven't finished although I have started it twice.  P. C.
Hodgell, like Grant, doesn't attain the depth of scholarship and
characterization, but her first book, _God Stalk_, is tangentially
Vance-like and Grant-like.  You could also try Mary Gentle.

>Right now, I'm reading _The Dying Earth_ because of its influence on the
>Book of the New Sun, and it seems to be not a novel as much as an
>experience, so to speak.  Vance is not telling a story as much as he is
>showing us a world.  Interesting, but I'm not going to run out to find the
>sequels.

The first two Gormenghast books by Mervyn Peake, if you have not read them,
might also be to your taste.  You will certainly also like M.  John
Harrison's _The Pastel City_ and the sequels; regrettably, these are all
pretty hard to find.

Elizabeth Willey

------------------------------

Date: 31 Dec 93 22:26:41 GMT
From: eah4@po.cwru.edu (Elizabeth A. Hlabse)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: QL: More comments from Ashley re: "The Wall"

Forwarded from Ashley once again.
    
    Boy, we seem to have opened Pandora's Box with this, haven't
    we?  <g> Let me do some quick answer stuff.  (I wonder how
    much of this there's going to be - I have to go back to the
    office on Monday!)
     
    Michael - The decision to stick with Sam's mind leaping,
    rather than his body, was mine.  I started the first book in
    August 1991, and never got editorial direction on any of them
    (I didn't even get a revision letter until #4, Prelude, which
    will be out next April).  Despite repeated requests, I
    couldn't even pry a copy of the show's bible loose from the
    studio.  So It's All My Fault. <g> The decision was
    deliberate on my part, as it seemed the easiest way to handle
    discrepancies like clothing and so forth.  (Many Leapers cite
    "8 1/2 Months" to refute the hypothesis.  Personally, I don't
    see why Sam would be experiencing all those symptoms of
    pregnancy unless he'd leaped into the body of a pregnant
    woman!)  I know this is the subject of debate.  Frankly, I
    don't want to get into it any more; if anyone really, really
    hates the idea, I believe the forthcoming books by Melanie
    Rawn (KNIGHT OF THE MORNING STAR) and Melissa Crandall
    (SEARCH AND RESCUE) take the opposite view.  There's
    something for everybody in this universe!
     
    Anon - Now I see what you mean about time flow.  You've got a
    good point there.  In the last QL book I've written (it'll be
    #7, if I can ever pry the draft out of my editor's hands to
    revise it) I try to show the consequences of leaping on the
    future.  For my books, I postulate that Ziggy (and Sam and
    Al) are somehow "separate" from the time stream.  So they
    might destroy their own future without creating the paradox.
    Please pay no attention to the writer behind that particular
    curtain, okay? <g> At one point I had to have Al explain my
    plot to Verbeena because I was getting dizzy trying to keep
    track of it.  Ended up looking like a football play diagram.
     
    Nitpicking Tina changing Ziggy's voice?  And I thought I was
    being so clever, explaining why Ziggy started out as "he" and
    ended up a "she"!  (Most people didn't even catch that,
    actually.)
     
    As for dealing with "other leapers," or with Beth or Sammie
    Jo, I'm afraid you'll have to look for that stuff in books by
    other writers.  Every time Sam leaps he changes things, you
    see, and in the universe I'm writing in, those things didn't
    happen quite that way.... <G>

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 09:50:38 GMT
From: stile@okcforum.uoknor.edu (Howard Wilson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Wild Cards

It has been awhile since the last Wild Cards book, eh?  What is the
problem?  They always seem to be late (might be why they stopped putting
previews and "look for the next one in..." in the books).  Or is my local
bookstore just being slow again?
 
Howard Wilson II
stile@okcforum.osrhe.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 16:31:12 GMT
From: kspence@dante.ccs.itd.umich.edu (Lester Kenyatta Spence)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wild Cards

stile@okcforum.uoknor.edu (Howard Wilson) writes:
> It has been awhile since the last Wild Cards book, eh?  What is the
>problem?

  From what I have seen, the next Wild Cards book will pick up where the
last one left off, and it will be out in March.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 94 23:46:52 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: out this week in the USA

I found at the bookstore this week:

Chaos Mode, Piers Anthony, Ace/Putnam (hb)
 Third in the series (not yet the last).
Damia's Children, Anne McCaffrey, Ace SF (pb)
 Out in paperback; I wasn't gonna buy it in hb.
Crown of Empire, Chelsea Quinn Yarbro, Baen SF (pb)
 in David Drake's Crisis of Empire series
Hotel Andromeda, ed. Jack Chalker, Ace SF (pb)
 collection set in a "universal hotel"
A Cast of Corbies, Mercedes Lackey and Josepha Sherman, Baen Fantasy (pb)
 (?!) a novel set in the Bardic Voices world
The Imperium Game, K. D. Wentworth, Del Rey Discovery (pb)
 Roman-Empire VR roleplaying murder mystery
Werenight, Harry Turtledove, Baen Fantasy (pb)
 it's Turtledove fantasy, buy it
Dual to the Death, Geary Gravel, Bantam Spectra (pb)
 no, it's not misspelled; Batman animated series novel w/Harvey Dent
We Open on Venus, Christopher Stasheff, Del Rey SF (pb) (yay)
 Starship Troupers book two
The Wizard King, Julie Dean Smith, Del Rey Fantasy (pb)
 A Caithan Crusade book four (and last (?))

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 20:13:27 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: out this week in the USA

Also:
Seeds of Destiny, Thomas A. Easton, Ace SF (pb)
 Fifth in his Gypsies/Engineers Organic Future series, which I hadn't
 been following up to now (but may have to go back and pick up the first
 four in if this is any good).
Kingdoms of the Wall, Robert Silverberg, Bantam Spectra (pb)
 This may have been out for a while; I just noticed it.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA21528; Tue, 11 Jan 94 11:04:11 EST
Date: Tue, 11 Jan 94 11:04:11 EST
Message-Id: <9401111604.AA21528@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #18
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 11 Jan 94 11:04:11 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #18
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 11 Jan 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 18

Today's Topics:

	  Television - Time Trax (2 msgs) & Sapphire and Steel &
                       Star Blazers & SF TV Schedules (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Jan 94 18:09:25 GMT
From: richw@mks.com (Rich Wales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Time Trax -- is SELMA an acronym?

In the _Time Trax_ show, is "Selma" (the name of Darien's holographic
computer disguised as a credit card) an acronym or abbreviation for
anything?  And if so, what?

Rich Wales
Mortice Kern Systems Inc.
35 King Street North
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada N2J 2W9
+1 (519) 884-2251
richw@mks.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 02:57:21 GMT
From: skriefal@eeyore.stcloud.msus.edu (Scott Kriefall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time Trax -- is SELMA an acronym?

richw@mks.com (Rich Wales) writes:
>In the _Time Trax_ show, is "Selma" (the name of Darien's holographic
>computer disguised as a credit card) an acronym or abbreviation for
>anything?  And if so, what?

This was mentioned in the pilot episode.  If I recall correctly, SELMA =
Self-Encapsulated, Limitless Memory Archive.

Scott
skriefal@eeyore.stcloud.msus.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 21:44:13 GMT
From: David.Baron@london.british-library.uk
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sapphire & Steel

cjf@vetmed.wsu.edu writes:
>Does anyone remember the British series "Sapphire & Steele"?  It starred
>Joanna Lumley (The New Avengers), and David McCallum (The Invisible Man).
>Has anone any information as to whether the Sc-Fi channel will be
>screening this series any time soon?

All six stories of "Sapphire & Steel" are available on video in Britain.
It is one of my favourite series from the 70s; although it was originally
shown at 7pm, it was not really a family show.  There was no guaranteed
happy ending, especially evident in the second and sixth stories, and there
was always a dark and foreboding feeling about the show.  Like much British
drama, it was made on a fairly low budget, and with limited sets and a
small cast, all of which added to the claustrophobic atmosphere.  What
carried the show was the quality of the acting; you were never left in any
doubt that the characters were taking the (potentially silly) events with
deadly seriousness.  It's well worth seeing if you get the chance. The
British magazine TV Zone has recently carried several articles on the
series.

David Baron
Wetherby, England
david.baron@bl.uk

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 94 21:02:45 GMT
From: kyrouz@titan.ucs.umass.edu (Bill Kyrouz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Blazers

   Does anybody in this newsgroup have some background info on Star Blazers
(the show I practically grew up on on channel 38 in Boston); particularly
the third not-aired-in-the-US season.  I managed to hunt down a tape of the
first four or five third season episodes at a Federation Comics, but I was
a tad disappointed by the fact that the voices were different (and by the
fact that the Wave Motion Gun wasn't used..heh).  Does anyone know if a
version of the third season exists with the original dubbing cast?

  *sigh* If only there were cartoons on today like SB... If the sci-fi
channel were to pick it up I'd be quite psyched.

William J. Kyrouz III
CASIAC Student Coordinator
Univesity of Massachusetts at Amherst
kyrouz@student.umass.edu
titan.ucs.umass.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 05:45:42 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SFTV: Current Season Titles of SF TV Shows (Jan 9th)

Science Fiction TV Series Episode Lists

Compiled by Lee Whiteside

January 9th edition

This file lists the episodes for the current season of the following
science fiction/genre shows:

Star Trek: The Next Generation
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine
Babylon 5
Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman
seaQuest DSV
Highlander: The Series
Time Trax
The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr.
X-Files
Viper

Where known, production numbers are listed.  Otherwise, episode numbers
listed are for the order in which the episodes are broadcast. This main
list will be posted periodically to rec.arts.sf.tv and rec.arts.tv.  A
separate list of upcoming science fiction TV shows is also posted which
contains only the info on upcoming episodes although this file contains
known upcoming episode info as well.

STAR TREK: The Next Generation Season 7 (syndicated)

Ep #  Date   Prod # stardate   title

153   9/18/93  253  47025.4     Descent, Part II
154   9/25/93  254  not given   Liaisons
155  10/02/93  255  47215.5     Interface
156  10/09/93  256  47135.2     Gambit, Part I
157  10/16/93  257  47160.1     Gambit, Part II
158  10/23/93  258  47225.7     Phantasms
159  10/30/93  259  47254.1     Dark Page
160  11/06/93  260  47304.2     Attached
161  11/13/93  261  47310.2     Force of Nature
162  11/20/93  262  47410.2     Inheritance
163  11/27/93  263  47391.2     Parallels
     12/04/93  253R 47025.4     Descent, Part II
     12/11/93  254R not given   Liaisons
     12/18/93  256R 47135.2     Gambit, Part I
     12/25/93  257R 47160.1     Gambit, Part II
      1/01/94  255R 47215.5     Interface
164   1/08/94  264              The Pegasus
165   1/15/94  265              Homeward
      1/22/94  258R 47225.7     Phantasms
166   1/29/94  266              Sub Rosa
167   2/05/94  267              Lower Decks
168   2/12/94  268              Thy Known Self
169   2/19/94  269              Masks
170   2/26/94  270              Eye of the Beholder
      3/04/94  259R 47254.1     Dark Page
      3/11/94  260R 47304.2     Attached
171   3/18/94  371              (new episode)


The date is the first date of satellite uplink.  Paramount's official 'week
of' is two days later.  Stardates will be added when known.

STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine Season Two (syndicated)

Ep #  Date   Prod # stardate    title

 21   9/25/93  421  not given   Homecoming
 22  10/02/93  422  not given   The Circle
 23  10/09/93  423  not given   The Siege
 24  10/16/93  424  47182.1     Invasive Procedures
 25  10/23/93  425  not given   Cardassians
 26  10/30/93  426  47229.1     Melora
 27  11/06/93  427  not given   Rules of Acquisition
 28  11/13/93  428  47282.5     Necessary Evil
 29  11/20/93  429  47329.4     Second Sight
 30  11/27/93  430  not given   Sanctuary
     12/04/93  421R not given   The Homecoming
     12/11/93  422R not given   The Circle
     12/18/93  423R not given   The Siege
     12/25/93  409R not given   The Passenger
 31   1/01/94  431              Rivals
 32   1/08/94  432              The Alternate
      1/15/94  424R 47182.1     Invasive Procedures
      1/22/94  425R 47177.2     Cardassians
 33   1/29/94  433              Armageddom Game
 34   2/05/94  434              Whispers
 35   2/12/94  435              Paradise
 36   2/19/94  436              Shadow Play
 37   2/26/94  437              Playing God
      3/04/94  426R 47229.1     Melora
      3/11/94  427R not given   Rules of Acquisition
 38   3/18/94  438              (new episode)

The date is the first date of satellite uplink.  Paramount's official 'week
of' is two days later.  Stardates will be added when known.

Babylon 5 (PTEN)

Week Of    Ep # Prod #  Title

01/24/94     1  103     Midnight on the Firing Line
01/31/94     2  102     Soul Hunter
02/07/94     3  104     Born to the Purple
02/14/94     4  101     Infection
02/21/94     5  108     The Parliament of Dreams
02/28/94     6  110     Mind War


Additional Schedule TBD  (a couple of repeats may follow the first six)

                105     Believers
                106     And the Sky Full of Stars
                107     The War Prayer
                109     Grail
                111     Survivors
                113     Deathwalker
                114     By Any Means Necessary
                115     Legacies
                116     Raiding Party
            22  112     Chrysalis (Season Finale)


Episodes To Be Produced

                        The Resurrectionist
                        Babylon  Squared
                        The Quality of Mercy
                        Midnight in the Sunken Cathedral
                        (unknown) Part 1
                        (unknown) Part 2
                        Demon on the Run (maybe this season)


Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman  (ABC)

Air Date   Ep #     Title

 9/12/93     1      Pilot (1 hr 45 mins)
 9/19/93            [Pre-empted for Emmy Awards]
 9/26/93     2      Strange Visitor (From Another Planet)
10/03/93     3      Neverending Battle
10/10/93     4      I'm Looking Through You
10/17/93     5      Requiem For A Superhero
10/24/93     6      I've Got A Crush On You
10/31/93     7      Smart Kids
11/07/93            [pre-empted for "Dances with Wolves"]
11/14/93     8      The Green Green Glow Of Home
11/21/93     9      The Man Of Steel Bars
11/28/93    10      Pheremone, My Lovely
12/05/93            [pre-empted for Flinstones movie"
12/12/93    11      Honeymoon In Metropolis
12/19/93     2R     Strange Visitor (repeat)
12/22/93     1R     Pilot (Part 1)
12/26/93            [pre-empted on Sunday]
12/29/93     1R     Pilot (Part 2)
 1/02/94    12      All Shook Up
 1/09/94    13      Witness
 1/16/94     3R     Neverending Battle
 1/23/94    14      Illusions of Grandeur


seaQuest DSV (NBC)

Air Date   Ep #     Title

09/12/93     1      To Be or Not To Be (2 hr Pilot Movie)
09/19/93     2      The Devil's Window
09/26/93     3      Treasures of the Mind
10/03/93     4      Games
10/10/93     5      Treasure of the Tonga Trench
10/17/93     6      Brothers and Sisters
10/24/93     7      Give Me Liberte
10/31/93     8      Knight of Shadows
11/07/93     9      Bad Water
11/14/93            [pre-empted by "Backdraft"
11/21/93    10      The Regulator
11/28/93    11      seaWest
12/05/93     4R     Games               
12/12/93            [pre-empted by "The Jetsons/E.T."]
12/19/93    12      Photon Bullet
12/26/93     1R     To Be Or Not To Be
12/30/93     9R     Bad Water (Thursday night airing)
 1/02/94    13      Better Than Martians
 1/09/94    14      Nothing But the Truth
 1/16/94    15      Greed For a Pirate's Dream
 1/23/94            [pre-empted for "Treasure Island"]


Highlander: The Series Season Two (Syndicated)

Week of    Ep #    Production #         Title

09/27/93    23        93201             The Watchers
10/04/93    24        93202             Studies In Light
10/11/93    25        93203             Turnabout
10/18/93    26        93204             The Darkness
10/25/93    27        93205             Eye For and Eye
11/01/93    28        93206             The Zone
11/08/93    29        93207             Return of Amanda
11/15/93    30        93208             Revenge of the Sword
11/22/93    31        93209             Run For Your Life
11/29/93    32        93210             Epitaph For Tommy
12/06/93    23R       93201(R)          The Watchers
12/13/93    24R       93202(R)          Studies in Light
12/20/93    25R       93203(R)          Turnabout
12/27/93    30R       93208(R)          Revenge of the Sword
01/03/94    26R       93204(R)          The Darkness
01/10/94    27R       93205(R)          Eye for an Eye
01/17/94    31R       93209(R)          Run For Your Life
01/24/94    33        93213             Bless the Child
01/31/94    34        93211             The Fighter
02/07/94    35        93212             Under Color of Authority
02/14/94    36        93214             Unholy Alliance Part 1
02/21/94    37        93215             Unholy Alliance Part 2


TIME TRAX Season One (PTEN)

Week Of    Ep # Prod #  Title

 1/20/93    1/2         A Stranger In Time (2 Hour Premiere)
 2/01/93     3          To Kill A Billionaire
 2/08/93     4          Fire And Ice
 2/15/93     5     5    Showdown
 2/22/93     6          The Prodigy
 3/01/93     7          Death Takes A Holiday
 3/08/93     8          The Contender
 3/15/93     9          Night Of The Savage
 3/29/93    10    14    Treasure Of The Ages
 4/05/93    11     9    The Price Of Honor
 4/12/93    12    17    Face Of Death
 4/19/93     4R         Fire And Ice
 4/26/93     5R         Showdown
 5/03/93    13    15    Revenge
 5/10/93    14     4    Darien Comes Home
 5/17/93    15          Two Beans in a Wheel
 5/24/93    16    16    Little Boy Lost
 5/31/93     3R         To Kill a Billionaire
 6/14/93     6R         The Prodigy
 6/21/93   1/2R         A Stranger In Time (Pilot Repeat - Some stations
                          aired this over two weeks in one hour segments)
(Info missing)

 8/30/93    16R         Little Boy Lost
 9/06/93     4R         Fire & Ice
 9/13/93     5R         Showdown
 9/20/93     3R         To Kill A Billionaire
 9/27/93     6R         The Prodigy
10/04/93     7R         Death Takes a Holiday
10/11/93     8R         The Contender
10/18/93     9R         Night of the Savage
10/25/93    17    22    Mysterious Man
11/01/93    18    21    Framed
11/08/93    19    18    Beautiful Songbird
11/15/93    20    19    Photo Finish
11/22/93    21    11    Darrow For The Defense
11/29/93    22    20    One On One
12/06/93    12R   17R   Face Of Death
12/13/93    13R   15R   Revenge
12/20/93    10R   14R   Treasure of the Ages
12/27/93    14R    4R   Darien Comes Home
 1/03/94           9R   Price Of Honor
 1/10/94          16R   Little Boy Lost
 1/17/94           5R   Showdown


Time Trax Season TWO  (PTEN)

Week Of   Ep #  Prod # Title

 1/24/94    23    23    Return Of The Yakuza
 1/31/94    24    25    Selma Is Missing
 2/07/94    25    28    To Live & Die In Docker Flats
 2/14/94    26    29    A Close Encounter
 2/21/94    27    27    The Gravity Of It All


Adventures of Brisco County, Jr. (FOX)

[I've just started getting the titles for these, any additional info
 would be appreciated]


Air Date  Ep #      Title
 8/27/93    1       Pilot
 8/29/93    1R      Pilot (Sunday Night)
 9/03/93    2       The Orb Scholar
 9/10/93    3       No Man's Land
 9/17/93    4       Brisco In Jalisco
 9/24/93    5       Socrates' Sister
10/01/93    6       Riverboat
10/08/93    7       Pirates
10/15/93    8       Senior Spirit
10/22/93    9       Brisco for the Defense
10/29/93   10       Showdown
11/05/93   11       Deep in the Heart of Dixie
11/12/93   12       Crystal Hawks
11/19/93   13       Steel Horses
11/26/93    2R      The Orb Scholar
12/03/93    3R      No Man's Land
12/10/93   14       Mail Order Brides
12/17/93   15       AKA Kansas
12/24/93    4R      Brisco in Jalisco
12/31/93    5R      Socrates' Sister
 1/07/94   16       Bounty Hunter's Convention
 1/14/94   17       Fountain of Youth
 1/21/94    6R      Riverboat


X-Files (FOX)

Air Date  Ep #  Prod #  Title

 9/10/93     1  1X79    The X-Files
 9/17/93     2  1X01    Deep Throat
 9/24/93     3  1X02    Squeeze
10/01/93     4  1X03    Conduit
10/08/93     5  1X04    The Jersey Devil
10/22/93     6  1X05    Shadows
10/29/93     7  1X06    Ghost in the Machine
11/05/93     8  1X07    Ice
11/12/93     9  1X08    Space
11/19/93    10  1X09    Fallen Angel

12/03/93     3R 1X02    Squeeze
12/10/93    11  1X10    Eve
12/14/93     4R 1X03    Conduit (Tuesday Night Showing)
12/17/93    12  1X11    Fire
12/24/93     2R 1X02    Deep throat
12/31/93     5R 1X04    The Jersey Devil
 1/07/94    13  1X12    Beyond the Sea
 1/14/94     7R 1X06    Ghost in the Machine   
 1/17/94                ?  (Monday Night Showing)
 1/17/94     8R 1X07    Ice (monday Night Showing)
 1/21/94    14  1X13    GenderBender


Viper (NBC)

  Airdate  Ep #  Title
  1/02/94    1   Pilot Movie
  1/07/94    2   Once a Thief...
  1/14/94    3   Ghosts
  1/21/94    4   The Face


Thanks to the following people for compiling or passing along some of the
info contained in this file:

Mike Brown - Star Trek & Time Trax
Jim Hobby - Various info
J. Michael Straczynski - Babylon 5 (Of course)
Cliff K. Chen - X Files
Steve Monares - Time Trax
Jeff Hudgens - B5 & Time Trax
Rita  E. Owen [72774,2723] - Brisco County
Phil Alberhasky 74235,716 - Brisco County
Lindy Cooksey 72713,3055 - Brisco County and others
Loren Heisey <lorenh@hpcvdj.cv.hp.com> - Brisco County

Any updates, corrections or questions should be emailed to:
    leew@indirect.com (Internet)
    76044,502  (Compuserve)
    L.WHITESIDE (GEnie)

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 04:54:17 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Update to SFTV Schedule, Next Monday X-Files Double Feature

Next Monday, Fox will air two episodes of "X-Files" in their usual Monday
Night Movie slot.  The first episode will be a repeat of the pilot episode
"The X-Files" and the second episode will be a repeat of the 8th episode
"Ice".  That's Monday, Jan 17th from 8 to 10 pm E/P and 7 to 9 pm C/M.

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 11 Jan 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 19

Today's Topics:

		  Television - Lois and Clark (12 msgs) &
                               Tek War & X-Files

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 16:25:09 GMT
From: karmann@cwis.unomaha.edu (Kevin J. Karmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L&C fans--write ABC *now*!!!

topelson@casbah.acns.nwu.edu  writes:
> I thought you write in when a show seems to be in trouble. Over break, I
> read a bunch of articles in various newspapers (local and national)
> dealing with tv end 'o year wrapups, and they all seemed to call L&C a
> hit.
> 
> That and that L&C has been getting higher ratings than Seaquest...
[...]

I don't know what newspaper articles you've been reading, but the only one
on show stats that I've read (in the Omaha World-Herald; I usually read USA
Today, too, but haven't been over the semester break [no school, no paper])
said that both SEAQUEST DSV and LOIS & CLARK have been "disappointments."
It went on to give their placements (I know SEAQUEST came in 60th out of
about 120 shows; I think L&C came in 50th).

On the other hnad USA Today Columnist Jefferson Graham (in his column on
Prodigy, where he's the TV Expert), said that SEAQUEST came in 48th in the
season to date, while L&C came in 49th.  Also, he said that he felt both
would return next season, although one would definitely have to move (he
was betting SEAQUEST DSV).

Kevin

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 21:34:16 GMT
From: tyg@hq.ileaf.com (Tom Galloway)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (L&C) New Ep : Jan 2/94

Ken Staggers <staggers@cup.hp.com> wrote:
>know where they tape this show?  The outside street kind of looks like the
>set at Disney MGM in Florida.

Nope. Based on a fair number of DC Comics staffers doing cameos in an
opening sequence filmed when said DC staffers were going to the San Diego
Comics Convention, I'd say it's filmed in the LA area.

tyg@hq.ileaf.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 11:16:34 GMT
From: ey@unix.brighton.ac.uk (BATDUCK)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Old v. New Superman

With regards to the new Lois&Clark series and the comics, and the old
comics, and the Supe movies, didn't Lex Luthor lose all his hair in the
original due to an accident?  And, didn't Lex and Clark know each other
before?  From the comics I thought the new Lex Luthor is Lex's son or
something?

It's just strange to see them so different from the usual.  Next you'll be
telling me Krypton is still there!  All in all I think I prefer the
Superboy series.  If I remember correctly this was with Lana Lang and set
in Smallville?  As a side note wasn't Lana Lang played by the very
attractive Stacy Haiduk?

Edwin Yau
ey@unix.brighton.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 00:08:53 GMT
From: barmar@think.com (Barry Margolin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Old v. New Superman

ey@unix.brighton.ac.uk writes:
>With regards to the new Lois&Clark series and the comics, and the old
>comics, and the Supe movies, didn't Lex Luthor lose all his hair in the
>original due to an accident?  And, didn't Lex and Clark know each other
>before?

Yes, in the pre-Crisis universe, Lex was also from Smallville, and they
knew each other when Superman was Superboy.  Lex lost his hair when
Superboy interfered in some kind of experiment he was doing.  Prior to that
they were friends, but he blamed Superboy for ruining his life and turned
to evil.

>From the comics I thought the new Lex Luthor is Lex's son or something?

I haven't read post-Crisis stuff, so I don't know for sure, but I don't
think so.  They just started everything fresh.

>It's just strange to see them so different from the usual.  

I guess the primary target audience is younger viewers, so they don't
really care that us old fogies remember how things were in the 70's.  I
think it makes more sense that they base their characters on the current
comics rather than dredging up the archaic version.

>Next you'll be telling me Krypton is still there!  All in all I think I
>prefer the Superboy series.  If I remember corrently this was with Lana
>Lang and set in Smallville?

During its last season they moved from Smallville University to a big city
(I don't think it was Metropolis - maybe Washington, DC), where Lana and
Clark worked for an organization that investigated claims of the paranormal
(might have been some kind of federal bureau, which is why I think it may
have been in DC).  I guess they did this to make it more believable that
fantastic problems would happen to the same people every week.

>As a side note wasn't Lana Lang played by the very attractive Stacy
>Haiduk?

Yes.  She's now on SeaQuest, battling the new Superman for ratings.  She
sure enhances those uniforms.

Barry Margolin
barmar@think.com
{uunet,harvard}!think!barmar

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 01:45:36 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Old v. New Superman

Actually, the SUPERBOY TV series never took place in Smallville.  During
the first two seasons Clark and Lana (and in the first season a preppie-ish
Lex Luthor) attended "Shuster University" in the town of "Siegelville" - a
slightly heavy-handed tribute to the creators of Superman/boy.  During the
last two seasons they were interns at the "Bureau of Extra-normal Affairs";
I'm not sure if the town or city was ever identified.

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 19:43:00 GMT
From: nachison@scsud.ctstateu.edu (Nachison,Beth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Old v. New Superman

barmar@think.com (Barry Margolin) writes:
>I guess the primary target audience is younger viewers, so they don't
>really care that us old fogies remember how things were in the 70's.  I
>think it makes more sense that they base their characters on the current
>comics rather than dredging up the archaic version.

There's also a large audience, probably the largest part despite its small
representation in these discussions, which has never followed Superman
comics closely, or kept close tabs on the changing portrayals of specific
characters in TV or movie versions over the years, but will watch and enjoy
the current series AS A SERIES IN ITS OWN RIGHT, without reference to other
versions past or present. It's good, for the sake of the serious fans, that
the creators have apparently followed the most current comic line, but the
average viewer probably doesn't know, and certainly won't care. As the name
"Lois and Clark" suggests, the emphasis is on the character-interactions
and not on the super-heroics or super-villains. The producers are clearly
spending their money on writers and set-designers rather than special
effects. They're not going to erase or supersede the fans' memory of older,
well-loved versions of Superman but, the new series has different aims, and
IMHO has succeeded very well so far.

Beth
nachison@scsu.ctstateu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 05:31:29 GMT
From: markb@spock.dis.cccd.edu (Julie Bixby)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L&C: John Shea "All Shook Up" in People magazine

Please forgive if someone's posted this already (I haven't seen one so
far), but in the January 10th issue of People (the one with dieting
"winnders & losers" on the cover), John Shea has a brief quote on the very
last page.

Julie Bixby
markb@cccd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 05:46:37 GMT
From: psrc@pegasus.att.com (Paul S R Chisholm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L&C Lex Luthor interpretation

barmar@think.com (Barry Margolin) writes:
> TV Guide answered that the change is due to John Shea's idea of how the
> character should be portrayed...

I think the way Lex Luthor is portrayed in LOIS AND CLARK is just fine.
Given this is primarily a romantic comedy, you don't want a psychopath (ala
most interpretations of Batman) or even a serious threat.  A serious
opponent, one that actually *wins* much of the time, is another matter.
Oily works.  And, yeah, he can afford Rogaine.

On the other hand, John Shea acts just about exactly the same way he did in
HONEY, I BLEW UP THE KID, so maybe a lot of it's him.

Paul S. R. Chisholm
AT&T Bell Laboratories
psrc@pegasus.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 16:59:56 GMT
From: jogle@mr-hyde.aoc.nrao.edu (Jim Ogle (Ks. Jim))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Old v. New Superman

barmar@think.com (Barry Margolin) writes:
>>From the comics I thought the new Lex Luthor is Lex's son or something?
>
>I haven't read post-Crisis stuff, so I don't know for sure, but I don't
>think so.  They just started everything fresh.

The comics did restart things with Lex and Superman not initially knowing
each other.  Currently in the comics Lex has had his brain transplanted
into a younger body (his original one was dying of cancer) and he's been
passing himself off as his own son (who was "kept hidden" for his own
protection until Lex. Sr.'s death.)

Jim
NRAO-VLBA
Socorro, New Mexico
jogle@aoc.nrao.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 02:02:55 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L & C: Should they "jump in the sack"?

In the new TV GUIDE (Jan. 15-21), in the "Grapevine" section, Dean Cain
(Clark/Superman in LOIS & CLARK) is quoted as saying, "Lois and Clark
should jump into the sack.  That's something you've never seen in the
comics."

Hmmmm... I like Cain's acting but I rather hope he doesn't have much
control over the writing or direction of the show, because I think that's a
pretty lousy idea.  If he means that Lois and Clark should "jump into the
sack" as part of a meaningful, long term monogamous type relationship
leading possibly up to marriage, that would be kind of like having Richard
Kimble catch the one-armed man and clear his name halfway through the first
season of THE FUGITIVE.  What do you do with the rest of the series?  The
whole point of L & C, other than Superman's heroics, is whether Clark can
convince Lois that she should have a meaningful relationship with his real,
"normal" self rather than his superheroic persona.  Once they do develop
such a relationship, that's pretty much the end of the ball game.

On the other hand, if Cain means that Lois should have a casual fling with
Clark (or Superman) before she makes up her mind which of his identities
she really wants to have a relationship with, well, that doesn't seem to me
to be in character for these characters.  Especially the straight-arrow
Clark, but Lois too, though we don't know all that much about her
pre-Superman love life, seems to take sex fairly seriously.  (Cat Grant
she's not.)

And, while I'm no Moral Majority type who is horrified speechless at the
thought of a TV character having sex without a marriage license, I would
still just as soon *not* see these characters I like "jump into the sack"
too casually.

What do other fans of the show think about this?

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 07:57:04 GMT
From: judson@crl.com (Michael Judson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L & C: Should they "jump in the sack"?

Bill Henley <aa396@cleveland.Freenet.Edu> wrote:
>Hmmmm... I like Cain's acting but I rather hope he doesn't have much
>control over the writing or direction of the show, because I think that's
>a pretty lousy idea.  If he means that Lois and Clark should "jump into
>the sack" as part of a meaningful, long term monogamous type relationship
>leading possibly up to marriage, that would be kind of like having Richard
>Kimble catch the one-armed man and clear his name halfway through the
>first season of THE FUGITIVE.  What do you do with the rest of the series?
>The whole point of L & C, other than Superman's heroics, is whether Clark
>can convince Lois that she should have a meaningful relationship with his
>real, "normal" self rather than his superheroic persona.  Once they do
>develop such a relationship, that's pretty much the end of the ball game.

Yes, Exactly!!!  Look what happened to Moonlighting.  The show is great
because they *don't* have sex.  If they did, then there would never be that
certain tension between Lois and Clark.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 15:10:53 GMT
From: richs@syma.sussex.ac.uk (Happy Halibut VI)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L&C UK pilot review

I watched the pilot to the New Adventures of Superman in the UK on BBC1
last Saturday and I have to say I was quite impressed. I was all ready to
give it fifteen minutes and then switch off, but I found it quite
compelling.

For a start Lois Lane is extremely well cast (I'll say - sorry to be sexist
here bit it has to be said) and has a wonderfully strong character.  There
is a definite concentration on the relationship between Lois and Clark that
tended to be hideously slushified (if such a word exists) in the films and
is done far better here.

The show was the usual preposterous comic book stuff - with the added,
winning ingredient of not taking itself too seriously. There were some very
funny moments, and the whole thing was well acted, witty, fun and
entertaining.

Some of the best lines included Clark's mother telling her son that it
wouldn't be his face people would be looking at, and Lois's brilliant slip
when Clark answers the door to her, dressed only in a towel, "It's nine
o'clock, I thought you'd be naked. Er, ready!"

Lex Luther was very well done, complete with a comic book thunder storm,
with lightning giving him a dramatic entrance. I almost expected him to
hold a black cape over his face and say "welcome to castle Dracula" in a
bad Transylvanian accent. Good stuff.

All in all, I really enjoyed it. A vast improvement on the films, even
Superman's costume seems less garish on the eyes compared to his big screen
incarnation. I'll be watching again next week.

Even if you didn't like it, you've got to admit that it's better than
seaQuest DSV (which I stopped bothering with weeks ago after watching about
five or six episodes in a vain attempt at "giving it a chance").

Richard Salter
richs@cogs.sussex.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 20:25:11 GMT
From: JW83HISW@miamiu.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Shatner's TEK WAR

  For those who are interested, the current issue of STARLOG has an article
about the Tek movies and Shatner.

  Just to clear up some things:

  - Shatner does not star in the movies.  He will make guest appearances as
the boss of the Cosmos Detective Agency.  He is the producer of the movies.
I don't believe he directs the films.

  - The main character, Jake Cardigan, is played by Greg Evigan.  Evigan is
probably best known for his work on the sit-com My Two Dads.  He has done
several other tv series, and also starred in the unfortunate Deepstar
Sixfilm.

  For more info on the movies, you'll have to read the article in STARLOG.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 21:17:49 GMT
From: crutty@epas.utoronto.ca (Chris Rutty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-Files support letters to FOX

Dear X-File fans!

Two recent articles in the Toronto Star (Nov. 30, 1993 and Dec. 3, 1993,
which highly praised the show, expressed concerns that FOX and the Global
(in Ontario) networks had scheduled the show at a bad time - i.e. on Friday
nights at 9:00pm. At this time of the week the ratings have not been as
good as they should be for such a well produced show and thus, the Toronto
Star writer, Mike Antonucci, and the Associated Press' Scott Williams
suggested that fans of the show write to the FOX network to insist that
they move the show to a better time-slot, and he suggested Monday nights as
an alternative to football.I'm not sure how this would work in Canada, but
it would be worthwhile for fans to make their thoughts known in support of
this fine show, which incidently is filmed in Canada in British Columbia.

In your letter you might also suggest that there is really so little
science fiction related material on TV today (other than Star Trek related
series) that encourages viewers to think.

For Canadian viewers who see X-Files on Global, you might ask FOX whether
or not Global is required to air the previews for the next week's episode.
Cable regulations in Canada require the Canadian signal to overide the
American signal so no matter if we watch the show on Global or on the
Buffalo FOX station, both channels carry the Global feed and we can never
see the previews. This is no doubt a major irritant to Canadian viewers of
other series (i.e. Star Trek TNG and DS9, Lois and Clark (carried on CTV),
among others) who consistently miss previews when they are unlucky enough
to have their local station show these shows simultaneously with the U.S.
stations. Perhaps there should be a regulation, or a condition of sale of a
show to foreign markets that they air the complete show, including
previews. Any thoughts on this?

Anyway, for those interested in supporting the X-Files show and to demand
that its time-slot be changed to a better time, FOX's address is:

   Programming
   FOX Broadcasting Co.
   5746 Sunset Blvd.
   Los Angeles, Calif. 90028.

Good Luck, and hopefully this will have some effect.

Christopher J. Rutty
Dept. History
U. of Toronto
			   

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA00580; Tue, 11 Jan 94 12:43:53 EST
Date: Tue, 11 Jan 94 12:43:53 EST
Message-Id: <9401111743.AA00580@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #20
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 11 Jan 94 12:43:53 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #20
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu
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Today's Topics:

		       Television - Viper (9 msgs) &
                                    Babylon 5 (2 msgs) &
                                    X-Files

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 15:45:56 GMT
From: mgelman@orleans.ma30.bull.com (Michael A. Gelman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Viper premiere

$W$PR42@luccpua.BITNET ("Pete Brauer") writes:
> 1. Beyond the obvious ethical dilemma of the Doctor first "mindwiping"
> did anyone have any have a moral thing with her sleeping w/him?  I mean
> come on, first you make her a doctor and try for a sympathetic character
> but she barely says boo to the slime councilman "making" her do it, and
> then show how shallow she is by making fall in love with her.

I wouldn't say "shallow" (apparently several months passed very quickly
while he was in therapy) but it was an ethical goof.  Doctors aren't
supposed to sleep with patients - and a patient that has a memory lapse?
Serious lawsuit fodder.

I don't even see why she was even told.  Why did she have to know, except
to have that dramatic scene where he could blame her and she could get
weepy and say she really loves him.

> 4. And finally (for now) how many people were disappointed that the
> producers could not find a real parapelegic to play Julian in the show
> instead of having the actor they do. "Midnight Caller" had a Vietnam vet
> actor who was great, and really para. Very very un-PC.

I recall reading that the director (producer?  one of them) was looking for
a "real" parapelgic, but couldn't find one who was also a minority.

Michael Gelman
M.Gelman@ma30.bull.com 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 20:29:53 GMT
From: MTOOMEY@hestia.fcs.uga.edu ("Mark Toomey")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Viper BAD (when you should know this)

wrg@hebron.connected.com (William Guest) writes:
> It was SOOOO bad, I changed channels after the first test ride by the
> anmesiac pseudo-Robo-Bad-Guy-Turned-Good-Guy.
> 
> How BAD was it for you?

Well, they need this exceptional driver for this exceptional auto right? So
who do they get. A guy who, while escaping from the cops in a car chase,
turns his head to check behind him, turns back, and....get this!! HITS A
BUS!!!

Ha ha ha ha Hee hee hee (Rolls on floor, face turning red) 

Yep, this is obviously the guy I want driving my billion doller auto.
Like, if you can't avoid a bus, you'll probably have some trouble with
smaller vehicles. (Tears still rolling down cheeks)

:-)

Mark Edward Toomey
Network Administrator                        
Family & Consumer Sciences
University of Georgia     
Athens, GA 30602-3622     
mtoomey@hestia.fcs.uga.edu     
mark@thor.fcs.uga.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 00:13:13 GMT
From: DENISEI@alcon.acu.edu (DENISE INGLIS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Viper

The only thing I thought innovative about Viper was the EM pulse used to
disable other vehicles, except wouldn't such an EM pulse shutdown ALL the
vehicles and other machinery in the area not to mention the Viper itself?
And what is that "concrete castle" thing.  It looked like a huge dam to me.
Nobody notices a huge concrete castle/dam?  Give me a break.

Denise Inglis
denisei@alcon.acu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 20:07:41 GMT
From: charlet@hubcap.clemson.edu (Charles E "Rick" Taylor IV)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Viper premiere

mgelman@orleans.ma30.bull.com (Michael A. Gelman) writes:
>I recall reading that the director (producer?  one of them) was looking
>for a "real" paraplegic, but couldn't find one who was also a minority.

This is like Star Trek:TNG ... notice how they like to get the minorities
out of the way with one character (Geordi - black and blind, etc.).  Viper
was pretty poor (I could bear to watch only half of the premiere it was so
bad - what with the incredible changing cars and all that! :) ).

Also, could anyone help but think that that red light going back and forth
was reminiscent of an old show with a black trans-am that talked? :) :)

Rick
charlet@hubcap.clemson.edu
charlet@eng.clemson.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 19:51:48 GMT
From: sallylb@netcom.com (Sally Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Viper Rant

The thing that really ticked me off (well, other than the lousy concept,
the bad writing, and the bad acting) was that they hired an able-bodied
actor to play a disabled character. I wonder how Dorian Harewood would have
felt if they'd decided to cast the part with a white guy in blackface
makeup? And for those of you who are saying, "oh, that's different", I got
news for you: it isn't.

I shall be firing off one in my endless series of complaints to NBC.

Sally Smith
(510)790-0608
sallylb@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 15:15:35 GMT
From: mgelman@orleans.ma30.bull.com (Michael A. Gelman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Disabled Actors (was Re: The Viper Rant)

If you take that logic to the extreme, you're saying only blind actors can
play blind characters, only gay actors can play gay characters, only Jewish
actors can play Jewish characters.  I thought acting was taking on another
persona, with its strengths and weaknesses.  Given a good makeup job, I
don't see why (inherently) a white (or Hispanic or Asian) person couldn't
play a black person.  Or the other way around.

Michael Gelman
M.Gelman@ma30.bull.com 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 23:41:57 GMT
From: barmar@think.com (Barry Margolin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disabled Actors (was Re: The Viper Rant)

mgelman@orleans.ma30.bull.com (Michael A. Gelman) writes:
>I read an interview with the director (or producer) who said that he could
>not find an actor who was both black and disabled.  Take it as you will.

Well, it's not clear why the character has to be both.  But I find it
difficult to believe that there aren't a bunch of black, disabled actors in
Hollywood.

What I suspect he couldn't find was a *well-known* black, disabled actor.
Dorian Harewood was the only actor in the show with significant name
recognition to TV viewers - he has had major roles in at least two
successful prime time series (Sharon Gless's lawyer show a couple of years
ago, and I think a cop or medical drama a few years ago).

In fact, it could easily have been possible that Harewood was hired before
they decided that the character should be disabled.  This doesn't seem to
be the case from the above interview information, but actors are frequently
hired before details of a show are finalized.

Barry Margolin
System Manager
Thinking Machines Corp.
barmar@think.com
{uunet,harvard}!think!barmar

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 01:14:33 GMT
From: mikep@sr.hp.com (Mike Powell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disabled Actors (was Re: The Viper Rant)

Let's see if I can't get in trouble here ;-)

Hollywood does do particular things with casting sometimes...  the
'blackface' of the past is a notable example...

But more recently, apparently there have been a couple of made-for-tv
movies that portray the actual events of real-life crimes.  In the cases
I'm referring to, the two criminals were, in real life, black men but, for
the Hollywood version, they cast white men to play the parts...

It would never fly if they tried to have it the other way around.

Ahhh... political correctness at work! (Hollywood style)

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 94 06:36:31 GMT
From: gberigan@cse.unl.edu (Greg Berigan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Viper Rant

The sad thing about the Viper pilot is that the guy with that accent was
the least 2-dimensional of all of them.  And I still watched the thing
twice.  The first time was not on NBC, nor was it on satellite, nor did it
have a single commercial or any pushing around of the credits.

Greg Berigan
gberigan@cse.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 00:00:38 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Babylon 5 Universe Today News and Info (Jan 6)

UNIVERSE TODAY - BABYLON 5 EDITION

With the latest Babylon 5 News and Information

Collected by Lee Whiteside, keeper of the Babylon 5 FAQL

Look for regular postings as we count down to the start of the Babylon 5
series with the latest news and info on Babylon 5.

January 6 1994


SAT FEED FLASH!

Feeding this weekend on Galaxy 4, Transponder 21 is the "Making of Babylon
5" half hour special hosted by Walter Koenig.  Feed times are:

Friday   1/7   1:00 to 1:30pm ET
Saturday 1/8   12noon to 12:30pm ET
Monday  1/10  6:05pm to 6:35pm ET

Audio is 5.8-left 6.2-right 6.8-mono

Thanks to Steve Monares for the timely info.

It is also possible that a new set of Babylon 5 promos will feed this
weekend as well, so keep an eye on that transponder.  Check you local TV
listings carefully for when your local station will air the special.  The
earliest reported airings are starting January 15th.  Some stations are
currently airing the sales promotional video when they have ten minutes to
fill (after a late movie or such).  This has lots of clips from the
upcoming series.

PRESS BLITZ APPROACHING!

According to Babylon 5 creator/Executive Producer J. Michael Straczynski,
there will be ads in major magazines this month for the Babylon 5 series.
Also look for articles in Entertainment Weekly, TV Guide and in your local
newspapers (some of which will have Babylon 5 articles in their weekly TV
listings the week the series premieres).  Also, entertainment news TV shows
such as Entertainment Tonigt, CNN's Showbiz Today, E! News Daily and Sci-Fi
Buzz should be having Babylon 5 reports in the next few weeks.

Cinefantastique Magazine features B5!

The current issue of Cinefantastique (a double-issue featuring Batman) has
a two page article on Babylon 5 with the next issue (on the stands late
January/early February) will have a major feature on the show.

Electronic Promo Kit Due Soon!

An electronic promo kit is scheduled to be released around January 10th
through many online services including GEnie, Compuserve and America
Online. A Windows and Mac version is being released.  Several Amiga owners
are planning to port it over to the Amiga as soon as they can.  Expect the
program to be available at the Babylon 5 ftp site and other sites shortly
after it is released.

First episode Feeds on January 20th

The first episode of the Babylon 5 series "Midnight on the Firing Line"
will start feeding on January 20th.  There will be two feeds of the
"standalone" version and two feeds of the "combo" version (paired with
"Kung Fu: The Legend Continues").  Specifics are:

BABYLON 5: THE SERIES -- SATELLITE DOWNLINK INFORMATION

All feeds are Galaxy 4, Channel 21. 
Audio is 5.8 left, 6.2 right, 6.8 mono.
Satellite feed times (Eastern) are as follows:

(Beginning 1/20/94) STANDARD VERSION -- Thursdays -  2:00-3:00pm
                                          Fridays - 10:00-11:00am
             B5/KF:TLC COMBO VERSION -- Saturdays -  5:00- 7:30am
                                          Sundays -  8:00-10:30am

     The two-hour 30-minute feed includes a seven minute reel change
between shows - BABYLON 5 followed by KUNG FU: THE LEGEND CONTINUES - the
combo feed is for stations showing theses shows *in that order*.  This
combo block feed replaces the TIME TRAX/KUNG FU feed effective 1/22/94.

NOTE: PTEN airs it's sat feeds "real-time" in that when there is a two
minute local commercial break, there is two minutes of black video.

Babylon 5 Initial Episode Schedule

Week Of   Prod #    Title

01/24/93  103       Midnight on the Firing Line
01/31/93  102       Soul Hunter
02/07/93  104       Born to the Purple
02/14/93  101       Infection
02/21/93  108       The Parliament of Dreams
02/28/93  110       Mind War

A Babylon 5 Primer

Babylon 5 is a new science fiction television series created by J. Michael
Straczynski (JMS).  It is set in the year 2258 on the space station Babylon
5, the fifth Babylon station.  The series has been in development since
1987 and the pilot movie aired in February, 1993 on the Prime Time
Entertainment Network (PTEN).  A series was commisioned a few months
afterwards and will start airing on PTEN stations the week of January 24th.
Many stations will air the show on Wednesday nights at 8 pm
(Eastern/Pacific)/ 7 pm (Central/Mountain).  Other PTEN stations with other
affiliations (such as FOX or other networks) will air the series at other
times.  Check your local listings or consult the B5/PTEN TV Station list.

Creative forces behind the show include Larry DiTillio (Script Editor),
Harlan Ellison (Creative Consultant), David Gerrold, D.C. Fontana, Mark
Scott Zicree and Christy Marx in addition to JMS (who is writing about half
of the first 22 episodes).  Music score is being done by Christopher
Franke, former member of Tangerine Dream.  Visual Effects are being done
entirely on computer by Ron Thornton and Foundation Imaging.  The effects
for the series are much improved over what was seen in the pilot movie.

Main cast includes Michael O'Hare as Commander Jeffrey Sinclair, Andreas
Kastulas as Narn Ambassador G'Kar, Peter Jurasik as Centauri Ambassador
Londo Mollari, Mira Furlan as Minbari Ambassador Delenn, Jerry Doyle as
Security Chief Michael Garibaldi, Claudia Christian as Lt. Cmdr. Susan
Ivanova, Richard Biggs as Dr. Stephen Franklin, and Andrea Thompson as
Telepath Talia Winters.  Supporting and recurring cast include Stephen
Furst as Londo's assistant Vir Cotto, Bill Mumy as Delenn's assistant
Lennier, Caitlin Brown as G'Kar's attache Na' Toth, and Julia Nickson as
Surveyor Catherine Sakai.

Guest Stars in the first season include Walter Koenig, David McCallum, W.
Morgan Sheppard, David Warner, Danica Mc Keller, Judson Scott, Christopher
Neame, Clive Revill, William Sanderson, Robin Curtis, Sarah Douglas, and
John Snyder.

Also featured is the mysterious Vorlon Ambassador Kosh Naranek and n'grath,
non-humanoid aliens created for the show.

The series has been developed with an overall story arc for a five year run
with events planned out to occur during each season.  However, the
individual episodes will be stand-alone stories that are not dependent on
your having seen all the other episodes in the series.

JMS has promised "No Cute Kids, No Cute Robots, Ever!" and stories written
by science fiction writers.  Things that occur to characters will affect
them in later episodes and during the course of the series many of them
will undergo major changes.

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 02:12:12 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: More B5 Sat Feeds on Friday!

Info courtesy of John Hudgens

NEW BABYLON 5 STUFF SATELLITE INFORMATION

THE MAKING OF BABYLON 5:
       Friday  1/7 - 1-1:30pm                   All feeds are
     Saturday  1/8 - Noon-12:30pm            GALAXY 4, Channel 21
       Monday 1/10 - 6:05-6:35pm     Audio: 5.8 left, 6.2 right, 6.8 mono

BABYLON 5 FILLER PIECES (6:00, 4:30, & 2:30 lengths):
       Friday 1/7 - 3:30-3:45pm
     Saturday 1/8 - 11:30-11:45am                Same as above
      Monday 1/10 - 1:30-1:45pm

BABYLON 5 CHARACTER PROMOS:
     Thursday 1/6 - 3:30-3:45pm                  Same as above
       Friday 1/7 - 1:40-1:55pm

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 00:13:07 GMT
From: DEBBROWN@delphi.com (Deborah Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-Files support letters to FOX

I agree, it's important to write to Fox in support of this excellent show.
 
It's also important that we tell everyone about it so that hopefully, they
will like it and tell all THEIR friends to watch (and write Fox, etc.).
Sooner or later, the ratings have to come up to where they should be.
 
What I have read on CompuServe suggest that The X Files isn't doing as
badly as it would seem.  For one thing, I've read that in key demographics
(18 - 49 year age group), The X Files places second in its time slot.  Not
too bad, really.  For another thing, The X Files usually places somewhere
in the middle of the pack, ratings-wise for Fox programs.  Not that shabby
again.  I've also heard that the network likes the show, which isn't bad
news at all.
 
Still, WRITE TO FOX!  They need to know we are out here supporting the
show.
 
As for The X Files' ratings on New Years Eve (it was dead last) - I blame
Fox entirely for that.  I was tuned in to Fox all week, and not ONCE did
they promote the show.  It was Friday night, during the TNG rerun at 7 that
I saw confirmation that it was even going to be aired that week.  The ONLY
Friday night programming they advertised was Brisco County (one or two ads)
and their New Years' Eve Celebration (which put me to sleep before the Big
Moment).
 
Of interest - I checked the AP news wire on CompuServe tonight and found an
item titled "The X Files - A Must See!", which was a terrific write-up of
the show.  This morning's USA Today had a nice article about it by Matt
Roush (in the item that panned the new "Burk's La" :).
 
I don't really think The X Files is doing as badly as it would seem, but
why not write to Fox to make SURE they know we are out here.  I don't have
a Nielsen box in my house, but I have an address and a word processor. :-)
I make sure they know I'm watching.

Debbie Brown
debbrown@delphi.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Brin (4 msgs) & Brust (6 msgs) &
                         Card (5 msgs) & Dick & Foster (2 msgs) &
                         Popkes & Art Book by Lundgren

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 17:08:31 GMT
From: jhildebr@nyx10.cs.du.edu (Jeff Hildebrand)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brin

Peter Cash <cash@convex.com> wrote:
>It seems to me Brin thinks that the Uplift stories are trivial
>entertainments - mere mind-candy, while his other books are _serious_ and
>_important_. That's why he rations the Uplift books so carefully - he
>wouldn't want to be mistaken for a mere writer of books that are only fun
>to read.

   No, no, no, no, no! Brin has explained his philosophy on this many times
at conventions and such. The reason why the uplift books are only every
third book is because he doesn't want to become a one trick pony so to
speak. He feels that if he just churns out one uplift book after another
he's going to lose a lot in the way of freshness and originality. The
uplift books are important to him, but they aren't the only thing that is
important to him and so he wants to spread himself around. Personally I
think that makes a lot of sense and having seen several authors go down the
sequelitis tube, I'm willing to wait.

   Then again, I liked Glory Season.

Jeff Hildebrand
hildebra@math.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 17:38:11 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brin

Jeff Hildebrand <jhildebr@nyx10.cs.du.edu> wrote:
>...The reason why the uplift books are only every third book is because he
>doesn't want to become a one trick pony so to speak. ...  Personally I
>think that makes a lot of sense ....

Oh, yes, it makes sense, the way going to the dentist makes sense, or
eating your veggies or wearing your seatbelt.  Brin is keeping his
instrument well-tuned.

Trouble is, from my point of view (because I don't like his non-Uplift
books), he spends two-thirds of his time tuning and only one-third playing.

*sigh*

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 00:10:43 GMT
From: novak@joplin.wri.com (John M. Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brin 

djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt) writes:
>Oh, yes, it makes sense, the way going to the dentist makes sense, or
>eating your veggies or wearing your seatbelt.  Brin is keeping his
>instrument well-tuned.
>
>Trouble is, from my point of view (because I don't like his non-Uplift
>books), he spends two-thirds of his time tuning and only one-third
>playing.

Which of his other books have you read?

It's probably just a matter of personal taste; I think I have enjoyed just
about everything of his that I have read, other than a couple of short
stories (and these were balanced by a couple of short stories that are
among my all-time favorites). _The Practice Effect_ is nice light fantasy
(I think the reason so many people hate this is that they expect Science
Fiction), _The Postman_ has some wonderful mythic elements, and _Earth_ is
just plain fun as well as thought-provoking.

While the Uplift books are still my favorites, I've gotten to the point of
looking forward to anything by Brin. I'll take what I can get.

John M. Novak
novak@wri.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 22:37:57 GMT
From: cordell@shaman.nexagen.com (Bruce Cordell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brin was: Card in general

Sign me up as well on the 'Take what you can get' from Brin! I have
_thoroughly_ enjoyed every novel he has written, not just the Uplift books.
In fact, IMHO, _Earth_ and _The Postman_ were better!!!

Bruce Cordell

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 16:05:57 GMT
From: lewis!kkv@cerl.cecer.army.mil (Jamie J Ferguson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

I too had a hard time finishing 'To Reign in Hell.'  I thought the story
was excellent but it was VERY slow reading for a while.  It is based on
some interesting ideas, and I think it's unfortunate that it dragged so
badly.

Jamie

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 00:15:48 GMT
From: ebarnea@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Eyal Barnea)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

Pretty good.  As far as I can tell, you only missed _The Sun, the Moon, and
the Stars_.  You may not like that OR Agyar, as they are both rather dark.
Also, tStMatS has practically no connection to sff, and is not very plot
centered.  It is, however a tour de force.  It and Agyar are my favorites
of Brust's, and are both in my top three of all time.  From experience with
making others read tStMatS, however, those who don't *love* it, just don't
see any point to having read it, so go figure...

Eyal Barnea
ebarnea@garnet.acns.fsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 22:42:24 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

kkv@lewis (Jamie J Ferguson) writes:
>I too had a hard time finishing 'To Reign in Hell.'  I thought the story
>was excellent but it was VERY slow reading for a while.  It is based on
>some interesting ideas, and I think it's unfortunate that it dragged so
>badly.

Interesting.  I had a hard time with "Gypsy", (which dragged for me), but
felt "TRIH" moved along fairly well.  And there was a definite ironic
undertone to the book, IMO.  Consider what Brust did with the "Get thee
behind me, Satan" line, for instance (I don't recall the details, just
remember being really amused by the context in which he put it.)

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 15:43:44 GMT
From: lewis!kkv@cerl.cecer.army.mil (Jamie J Ferguson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

It has been a while since I read 'To Reign in Hell' but I do remember it
was very slow in points.  I have yet to finish "Gypsy" so I can't say much
about that.  I really like the style "Jhereg" etc. were written in, but
some of Brust's other books don't have the same appeal for me and I tend to
take a long time reading them (or I stop completely).

Jamie

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 20:47:28 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

kkv@lewis (Jamie J Ferguson) writes:
>It has been a while since I read 'To Reign in Hell' but I do remember it
>was very slow in points.  I have yet to finish "Gypsy" so I can't say much
>about that.  I really like the style "Jhereg" etc. were written in, but
>some of Brust's other books don't have the same appeal for me and I tend
>to take a long time reading them (or I stop completely).

I suppose I'd have to agree to some extent, though it's been a while since
I've read the book as well.  After having read it, though, the slow points
don't really seem very bad in retrospect, and I remember a few points which
seemed slow until I thought about them a bit, and then they came across as
being quite humorously ironic.  I don't recall any specific details, that's
just the impression I'm left with overall after all is said and done.

The Brust book that seemed slowest to me, behind 'Gypsy', was
"Brokedown Palace".  It seems to me that that book, for instance, wouldn't
make as much sense without knowing something about the troubles in
Romania (and Brust's obvious interest in things Hungarian).  And I
suspect someone who knew more about it than I did would find even more
in the book.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 00:58:07 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

Bronis Vidugiris <bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com> wrote:
>I suppose I'd have to agree to some extent, though it's been a while since
>I've read the book as well.  After having read it, though, the slow points
>don't really seem very bad in retrospect, and I remember a few points
>which seemed slow until I thought about them a bit, and then they came
>across as being quite humorously ironic.  I don't recall any specific
>details, that's just the impression I'm left with overall after all is
>said and done.

TRiH does have some slow bits, to be sure, but it seemed to me that was
because it was more of an "idea" book than an "action" book, like the Vlad
books. In the Vlad books, Brust is basically writing mind candy - watch
Vlad run around, kill a few people, and be a wise-ass for a while.  In
TRiH, he was doing something different.  I don't want to claim he was
writing "serious literature" or anything that pretentious (as I try to
dance out of the perennial "slobs v. snobs" debate...), but he was focusing
less on the characters and their actions than on working through the ideas
raised by _Paradise Lost_- the apparant contradiction between "God is
omniscient" and "Satan is not a fool." Hence the slow spots, and the
characterization, which is a vit less 3-D than Brust's usual.

>The Brust book that seemed slowest to me, behind 'Gypsy', was "Brokedown
>Palace".  It seems to me that that book, for instance, wouldn't make as
>much sense without knowing something about the troubles in Romania (and
>Brust's obvious interest in things Hungarian).  And I suspect someone who
>knew more about it than I did would find even more in the book.

_Brokedown Palace_ always seemed to me to be a case where Brust was playing
around with diffferent styles, kind of like _The Phoenix Guards_ but on a
far smaller scale. Just the way the book is organized (short bits of plot,
separated by shorter "interludes" covering peripheral stories, and the
growth of the tree) suggests (IM(NS)HO) that he was playing around with
something.

Brokedown Palace, though, contains some of my favorite bits from Brust -
one of the "interludes" near the end of the book has some absolutely
brilliant prose in it, and the little speech about the nature of kings was
great.  (Insert standard disclaimers about varying mileage)

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 16:56:11 GMT
From: DARIN@comsys.byu.edu ("Darin L. Stewart")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: homecomming series

> I think most of us who are at all familiar with Mormonism, or even with
> traditional Christianity and the New Testament, can see where he got a
> lot of this story.

I haven't read the second book yet but _Memory of Earth_ was taken directly
from the first few chapters of 1 Nephi in the _Book of Mormon_.  Even the
characters names are derived from the family of Lehi.

Darin L. Stewart
Telecommunications Systems
Brigham Young University  
(801) 378-7838            
darin@comsys.byu.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 19:16:08 GMT
From: MARGEW@alcon.acu.edu (MARGE WOOD)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card/Worthing saga

You are right, Amie.  Good point.  I think I just got saturated with Card.
It's kind of like pickles - some is good but lots isn't.  The point you
made about suffering is very true.  Everyone has to do it, but how people
choose to deal with it makes a great deal of difference.  If it is a growth
opportunity then they grow.  

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 15:48:32 GMT
From: B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card in general

David DeLaney (dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu) wrote:
>ones. I want a copy of "Unaccompanied Sonata", for instance, because
>"Monkey Sonatas" is *not* the same mix of stories.

_Unaccompanied Sonata_ also contains Card's poem "Tin Men" which does not
seem to have been reprinted in _Maps in a Mirror_. It is placed after the
contents page (but isn't listed on it) and before Ben Bova's introduction
(in my edition which is 1983, Orbit).

Barry Traish
93 Stanningley Road
Armley, Leeds, LS12 3NW UK
B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 21:53:33 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (Patrick Nielsen-Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card in general

sl45z@cc.usu.edu writes:
>Don't fret about the Alvin Maker book.  Just about a year ago he promised
>the next book, I believe it will end the series but don't quote me, but he
>has obligations with his publisher.  Apparently his publisher isn't
>nearly as interested in another Alvin as his fans are.

Not to put too fine a point on it, this is nonsense.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor, Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 00:22:20 GMT
From: joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: homecomming series

DARIN@comsys.byu.EDU ("Darin L. Stewart") writes:
>> I think most of us who are at all familiar with Mormonism, or even with
>> traditional Christianity and the New Testament, can see where he got a
>> lot of this story.
>
>I haven't read the second book yet but _Memory of Earth_ was taken
>directly from the first few chapters of 1 Nephi in the _Book of Mormon_.
>Even the characters names are derived from the family of Lehi.

I dearly love Mr. Card's writings, but I think he's playing the same theme
too much.  I'm getting tired of brilliant people who cannot be understood
by those around them, who must do something terrible in order to win
salvation for their people. It makes a great story the first, second and
third times, but after _Ender's Game_, _Songmaster_, _Kingsmeat_, _Wyrms_,
_A Plague of Butterflies_, _Lost Boys_ and _Alvin Maker_ (want to bet he'll
have to do something bloody?); it all gets a bit predictable.

joe@zikzak.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 18:03:20 GMT
From: fiver.rabbit@lambada.oit.unc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 3 Stigmata of Palmer Eldridge

The epigraph at the beginning of the book reads:

   I mean, after all; you have to consider we're only made out of
   dust.  That's admittedly not much to go on and we shouldn't
   forget that.  But even considering, I mean it's a sort of bad
   beginning, we're not doing too bad.  So I personally have
   faith that even in this lousy situation we're faced with we
   can make it.  You get me?

      From an interoffice audio-memo
      circulated to Pre-Fash level 
      consultants at Perky Pat Layouts,
      Inc., dictated by Leo Bulero
      immediately on his return from Mars.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 16:58:00 GMT
From: $W$PR42@luccpua.bitnet ("Pete Brauer 312/915-6157")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Damned Series by Alan Dean Foster

This is a three-part series of books from Alan Dean Foster that were
published by Ballantine between early 1992 and mid-1993.  For those that
are familiar with Foster's work, it is very similiar in readability and
tone to the Flinx of the Commonwealth Series except with new characters
and races of intelligence.

			 BOOK ONE - A Call to Arms

  In the first book of the series we are introduced to the Weave races
which are engaged in combat with the forces of the "Purpose," which are led
by the Amplitur, a race of beings that are alone in the universe in that
they are able to exert telepathic control over other races.  They do this
by giving what they call "suggestions" to those races that they have beaten
and then genetically re-engineering the defeated races so that they follow
only those that are seeking to disseminate the "Purpose".

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 13:53:50 GMT
From: shemavo@ecf.toronto.edu (SHEMAVONIAN  DEREK MICHAEL)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alan Dean Foster

"Pete Brauer" <$W$PR42> writes:
> This goes all the way back to junior high when I read the Tar-Aiym Krang
> and maybe it is because he and Ray Bradbury (Golden Apples of the Sun)
> were the first sf that I read, but I really enjoy Alan Dean Foster's
> books.  Several of my friends have been berating me for years claiming
> that his is among the worst of the stuff that is out there.  Now, while I
> admit that it isn't great literature, it is a very enjoyable way to spend
> an afternoon.

I read _A Call to Arms_ on recommendation from a friend.  I admit it.  I
quite enjoyed it.  I'd call it a fun read.  It has two sequels out now, and
I'll probably read them when I get the time.  However, I also had the
misfortune of reading _Codger Space_.  I like fluff.  But I want at least a
bit of substance with my fluff!  With _A Call to Arms_, there was at least
a premise to the story, that of human "barbarians" being the most efficient
warriors in the galaxy, but _Codger Space_ was just a bunch of silly (and
unlikely) occurrences.  I guess you can't judge a book by its title - or
author...

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 23:40:57 GMT
From: irs@panix.com (Ian Strock)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steve Popkes-correction

BORENSA@HUGSE1.HARVARD.EDU writes:
>I'd like to correct an error in my information about about FUTURE BOSTON,
>and specifically, Steve Popkes" story "The Egg".
>
>"The Egg" was published as a Tor double, but not under that title.  It
>became a short novel and was published as SLOW LIGHTNING.

"The Egg" was originally the cover story of the January 1989 issue of
_Isaac Asimov's Science Fiction Magazine_, the name of which has since been
changed to _Asimov's Science Fiction_.

Ian Randal Strock
Associate Editor
Asimov's Science Fiction

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 04:53:49 GMT
From: pgrace@world.std.com (Peter Grace)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Carl Lundgren's Book

I was reading my SF Chronicle and noted an advertisement for a book from
Carl Lundgren (8"x11", 120p, $20+$5sh, 150+ color paintings).  An 800
number was listed.  I work for a company with 24 hour 800# service, and so
I called (11PM EST).
  Carl answered!  Argh!  Sure is nice to get him when he wasn't working on
a painting. He was sleeping.
  He doesn't think that he'll be at Boskone or Arisia.  Have any others
seen this book? What are your opinions?
  I called (800) 795-9272, Visa/Mastercard accepted. 

Peter Grace
pgrace@world.std.com

------------------------------
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Date: 11 Jan 94 01:32:30 GMT
From: hunt@flotsm.ozy.dec.com (Peter Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THE RAMA TRILOGY by Arthur C. Clarke and Gentry Lee

			     THE RAMA TRILOGY
		    by Arthur C. Clarke and Gentry Lee
			A book review by Peter Hunt
			 Copyright 1994 Peter Hunt

   The Rama Trilogy consists of _Rama II_, _The Garden of Rama_, and _Rama
Revealed_, which collectively form a sequel to Clarke's classic,
_Rendezvous with Rama_.  The trilogy doesn't quite meet the standard of SF
set by its predecessor; as a sequel to _RwR_, the series is ultimately
unsatisfying, and frustratingly so.  However, I still found the series
interesting and enjoyable as an SF story in its own right.

			*** SPOILER WARNING ***

Major spoilers for _Rama II_ and _The Garden of Rama_ follow. I've kept
spoilers for _Rama Revealed_ to a minimum, since it's a new release.  I've
marked the end of the spoilers, as spoiler-free discussion follows.

   In _Rama II_, a second Rama spaceship enters the solar system in 2200. A
second exporation team is sent to investigate it, and this time, the group
is made up of military personnel, scientists and journalists.  Chosen for
their exceptional skills in their chosen profession, little thought was
given, it seems, to how they would work together. Power struggles and
personality conflicts hinder the group's activities, and the exploration of
Rama II only reaches a preliminary stage before things go very wrong, and
the team is ordered to evacuate. The characters do encounter two groups of
aliens on Rama, though - the "avians" and the "octospiders", although their
significance with the respect to Rama and the Ramans is unclear. Three
people choose to stay on board, as Rama II continues its voyage out of the
solar system.

   _Rama II_ is really a prologue to the next two books. What happens in
_Rama II_ is very interesting and intriguing, but not much of what happens
in _Rama II_ carries through to the next book.

   _The Garden of Rama_ tells of the three explorers' experiences on Rama
as it heads out of the solar system. The first part of the book is
primarily about the changing relationships between the three main
characters (Nicole and Richard Wakefield, and Michael O'Toole), and their
growing family. When the family reaches their destination, a huge space
complex simply called The Node, there is some more traditional SF fare,
including some very interesting revelations about the Rama and Rama II
spacecraft. The Wakefield family returns on Rama III to the solar system to
establish a human colony on the spacecraft. The last part of the book deals
with the first few years of the colony's existence. There's also a detailed
encounter with an avian colony, and we learn a lot more about their
society. By the end of the book, however, things aren't looking too good
for either the human colony or the main characters.

   _The Garden of Rama_ is the most ambitious book of the trilogy, as it
covers a long period of time, introduces many new characters, and deals
with some complex interactions between those characters. There's also some
surprisingly good SF. It ends in an annoying cliffhanger, however.

   _Rama Revealed_ is really the continuation of _The Garden of Rama_. It
again centers on the intrepid Wakefields, their efforts to understand Rama
and its octospider occupants, and their attempts to counter the destructive
power that the human colony within Rama III has become.

   *** END OF SPOILERS ***

   The main difference between _Rendezvous with Rama_ and The Rama Trilogy
is scope; the Rama Trilogy tackles much broader issues.  _Rendezvous with
Rama_ was about Rama first, and its impact on humanity second. The Rama
Trilogy deals primarily with humans and humanity, set against the backdrop
of the strange and possibly hostile environment provided by Rama.

   The immediate effect of this thematic difference is the change in
stature of Rama itself. It's this change which is the main reason for my
dissatisfaction with The Rama Trilogy as the sequel to _Rendezvous with
Rama_. In _Rendezvous with Rama_, it's the spaceship that's the star.  The
combination of its intriguing design, coupled with its indifference not
only to the humans' exploration of it, but also to humanity itself, makes
Rama as interesting and complex as any character.

   In the trilogy, Rama becomes the setting, and its role and presence is
much diminished. Conflict occurs between human characters, or between
humans and other elements, in Rama.  Even then, it is not essential to much
of the plot that events take place in Rama. Sometimes the characters
themselves seem to forget they're living on the inner surface of a massive
cylinder.

   In fact, sometimes I got the feeling that the authors had forgotten it
too. In _Rendezvous with Rama_, there's an unforgettable passage in which
characters crossing the Cylindrical Sea are endangered by a massive wave of
water. What's so striking is that the characters first see the wave ABOVE
them, on the "ceiling". This really brought across the bizarre physics
taking place inside this ship.

   Sadly, there are no passages like this in The Rama Trilogy. When
characters look at Rama from a high place (in itself largely unnecessary on
a concave world), they look "out", never "up". The strangeness, and
possible vertiginous feeling, of seeing a landscape rearing above you is
simply never mentioned. This is a costly omission, I think.

   However, one of the positive aspects of the human-oriented themes of The
Rama Trilogy is the strong characterisation. Characterisation, and complex
relationships between characters, is something which Clarke's writing alone
has traditionally lacked. Not so here; the Rama Trilogy is really a story
about human beings (and about one family in particular), and how different
people react to very strange situations. Much of the story is about the
characters' emotions and motives; this is particularly evident in the first
part of _The Garden of Rama_, which is in the form of a personal diary.

   Sometimes the personal aspects of the books get a bit irritating,
however; there are a few too many tearful partings, tearful reunions, or
extended reminisces. It all gets a bit much at times, resembling a soap
opera more than a little. I also think that someone should have told the
authors that recounting the endless joys of raising the almost-perfect
family may not appeal to everyone. But, in general, I welcomed the strong
characterisation.

   I should say, though, that this is still very much an SF series.  The
volume of SF content in the trilogy suffers because of the significant
component of human interactions, but the SF that's there is of excellent
quality, and of the standard we've come to expect of Clarke. Again, the SF
tends not to be concerned with Rama itself, which gets frustrating after a
while. But certainly there are enough interesting ideas to be getting on
with.

   Technically, the writing is quite good, but there are occasional
passages which are downright clumsy. At times I felt I was reading a
screenplay, especially during dream descriptions. Analogies also tended to
be overused - by the end of the series, if another character's reminiscence
was described as "a montage of images running through their mind" yet
AGAIN, I was ready to scream. But passages such as these were thankfully
infrequent, and not an impediment to enjoying the series as a whole.

   Essentially, I found The Rama Trilogy to be interesting and enjoyable. I
think it is exceptional SF story, with strong characters and interesting
concepts and situations. However, as the sequel to _Rendezvous with Rama_,
I think it's only average. The greatest flaw with this series is that is
ultimately fails to fulfil the potential set by its pedecessor. And that's
a shame, because while the series has a lot of positive aspects, it's that
single shortfall that readers will most likely remember.

Title:      RAMA II
Author:     Arthur C. Clarke
Author:     Gentry Lee
Publisher:  Orbit Books
City:       London
Date:       1989
Order Info: ISBN 0-7088-4826-5
Pages:      496 pp.
Comments:   paperback, A$10.95

Title:      THE GARDEN OF RAMA
Author:     Arthur C. Clarke
Author:     Gentry Lee
Publisher:  Orbit Books
City:       London
Date:       1991
Order Info: ISBN 1-85723-021-3
Pages:      593 pp.
Comments:   paperback, A$11.95

Title:      RAMA REVEALED
Author:     Arthur C. Clarke
Author:     Gentry Lee
Publisher:  Victor Gollancz
City:       London
Date:       1993
Order Info: SBN 0-575-05577-4
Pages:      477 pp.
Comments:   hardback, A$35.00

Peter Hunt
Networks and Comms (Aust)
Digital Equipment Corp.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 13:27:46 GMT
From: m91aga@tdb.uu.se (Anders Gabrielsson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson's "Gap" Series  (Spoilers)

Bob Alberti (albatros@wings.micro.umn.edu) wrote:
>Dani Zweig (dani@netcom.com) wrote:
>>Stephen R. Donaldson's "Gap" series is brilliant, but not always
>>palatable.  It is technically better than the "Covenant" trilogies in
>>almost every respect.
>
>Except, of course, technologically.  Donaldson displays a deep, profound,
>and insightful lack of understanding of even the most trivial physics.
>For instance, he states early on that a particular starship is unable to
>achieve a given velocity (I forget precisely, but let's say it was .5C).
>Later the ship is accelerated by outside forces to ".9C" (regardless of
>the fact that in this case there is no frame of reference initially given
>for ".9C in regards to what").  It finds itself approaching a starbase at
>".9C", and "slows" to dock with the base.

I think the .9c speed was achieved through the faulty(?) gap drive from the
aliens (don't remember their name). Did they use that to slow down, too?
I'm not at all sure.

Anders

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 19:53:22 GMT
From: throopw%sheol@concert.net (Wayne Throop)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson's "Gap" Series  (Spoilers)

albatros@wings.micro.umn.edu (Bob Alberti) writes:
>[.. in the "Gap" series ..]  Donaldson displays a deep, profound, and
>insightful lack of understanding of even the most trivial physics.  [...
>e.g.: ship can't accelerate to .9c but can *de*celerate *from* .9c. ..]

bkoike@sdcc8.ucsd.edu (Bryce Koike) writes:
>[.. new engines were installed in the interim ..] The ship's original
>engines were incapable of pushing the ship to whatever velocity it was -
>the new ones were.

Unfortunately, this doesn't save the situation from blithering idiocy, on
at least two counts.  In that scene, Donaldson has spaceship-X approaching
station-Y at .9 lightspeed, spaceship-Z between X and Y and approaching Y
.5 lightspeed, and then has somebody in spaceship-X brightly chirp that
"well, we're overtaking C at .4 lightspeed" (Well, of course Donaldson
characters never chirp anything brightly... they're too full of Unresolved
Angst for that... but I mean it was said casually as an "of course we all
know" bit of exposition in a relatively light tone for a Donaldson
character.)

Of course the problem with this is that relativistic velocity addition
doesn't work that way.  The actual difference yields something more like
.7c, as I recall.

And even if you forgive Donaldson his relativity gaffe, or assume that the
story is written in some Newtonian universe, Donaldson establishes solidly
that there is no high acceleration "shield" in this technology (several
major plot points hang on this), yet he has spaceship-X slow from .9c to
rest, establishes the timeframe in which this occurs (a few hours), and
blithly ignores that this subjects his crewmembers to 500+ g accelerations,
enough to leave them smeared all over the bulkheads.

And that's not even getting into the ridiculous mass/payload ratios that
such capabilities would demand with the level of technology portrayed.
(Yes, one can wave one's hand and grant him energy from the "vacuum
fluctuation" fairy or whatnot, but it's still annoying, and doesn't fit
with his own explanations of anything.)

>His technology isn't half as idiotic or unbelievable as a lot of the other
>stuff I've had to swallow over the years (including the Empire Strikes
>Back which leaves me shuddering at times)

True, true.  But given the insightful things he had to say about (for one
example) sandgorgon physiognomy in the "Covenant" books, I was very
disappointed that he does so poorly in the "Gap" books.  Dashed
expectations and such.

Further, the "space-portrayed-as-a-vast-pool-of-viscous-fluid" so common to
Star {Wars,Trek}, with spaceships banking and "drifting to a stop" when
unpowered, and engines pointing "out the back" instead of in the direction
of acceleration and so on, seems somehow less annoying to me.  I'm not sure
just why.  Certainly if space-as-viscous-fluid were used in a *book*, I'd
probably puke.  As a visual metaphor it only induces mild nausea.  Go
figure.

Wayne Throop
throopw%sheol@concert.net
throop@aur.alcatel.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 02:30:24 GMT
From: hunt@flotsm.ozy.dec.com (Peter Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson's "Gap" Series  (Spoilers)

throopw%sheol@concert.net (Wayne Throop) writes:
> Unfortunately, this doesn't save the situation from blithering idiocy, on
> at least two counts.  In that scene, Donaldson has spaceship-X
> approaching station-Y at .9 lightspeed, spaceship-Z between X and Y and
> approaching Y .5 lightspeed, and then has somebody in spaceship-X
> brightly chirp that "well, we're overtaking C at .4 lightspeed"

[ stuff deleted ]

> Of course the problem with this is that relativistic velocity addition
> doesn't work that way.  The actual difference yields something more like
> .7c, as I recall.

[ Other gaffe to do with deceleration from .9C @ ~500Gs deleted]

Yeah, it's a problem. The first flaw isn't SO bad; Donaldson sees
relativity as being a velocity limit of c, rather than a fundamental way of
expressing velocity and time in terms of frames of reference. The second
one is pretty bad though; even Newton understood that deceleration and
acceleration were the same thing.

I guess it didn't really bother me so much because I wasn't reading the
books for the SF content. The SF is just the setting; the books are about
the characters. Okay, the SF setting is imperfect, but the characterisation
and plot are as good as ever, so I can forgive the goofs easily enough.
Certainly I'm not affronted by them, as others seem to be.

Why let the SF spoil it when there's so much else in the book to enjoy?

Peter Hunt
Networks and Comms (Aust)
Digital Equipment Corp.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 23:12:32 GMT
From: brendah@netcom.com (Brenda Holloway)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What's Bob Shaw been up to?

Rich Burridge (richb@stard.Eng.Sun.COM) wrote:
>I finished "Fugative Worlds" by Bob Shaw last night. It's copyright 1990,
>and it's the last thing I've seen from him. This guy used to be on my
>"must buy" list. What's he been up to in the last three years?
>
>The cover had a quote from Orson Scott Card asking for Bob to "hurry up
>and write the damn sequel please". This is kind of confusing because
>(IMHO) the book doesn't need a sequel. I can only assume this is a quote
>OSC gave for one of the two previous books in the series.

Probably.

According to Locus:

"Bob Shaw has become the editorial consultant for British publisher Allison
& Busby's new sf list."

You know, he _has_ written quite a few other books, including
"Orbitsville", "Medusa's Children", and the wonderful short story "The
Light of Other Days"... and much, much more. Check out any used book
store...

Brenda Holloway
Sony Electronic Publishing
brendah@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 05:58:14 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun057.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What's Bob Shaw been up to?

Brenda Holloway (brendah@netcom.com) wrote:
>According to Locus:
>
>"Bob Shaw has become the editorial consultant for British publisher
>Allison & Busby's new sf list."

He has also been pretty ill lately. He was just recovering from one bout of
serious illness when he was guest at Protoplasm (summer 92), and he had to
withdraw from being a guest at last year's Novacon (autumn/fall) at short
notice due to illness once again. Last I heard he was doing OK, but I
wouldn't expect great wads of text from him in the near future.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 18:01:23 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What's Bob Shaw been up to?

brendah@netcom.com (Brenda Holloway) writes:
>You know, he _has_ written quite a few other books, including
>"Orbitsville", "Medusa's Children", and the wonderful short story "The
>Light of Other Days"... and much, much more. Check out any used book
>store...

And, may I interject, the collection "Other Days, Other Eyes" of slow glass
stories which includes the original "Light Of Other Days" as the first
part.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 11 Jan 94 14:22:12 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: Andre Norton - Part I

Andre Norton is one of the greats of science fiction and fantasy - one of
the writers who moulded and influenced an entire generation of readers.
Her work suffers, however, from a severe case of Heinlein's Syndrome: If
you didn't encounter it in your teens, you may not care much for it if you
encounter it now.  In Norton's case, this is primarily because most of her
early books were juveniles.

'Juveniles' is a slippery term in this context, since for much of the
genre's history, *most* of the stories and novels were read by a relatively
young readership.  Until the last couple of decades, however, very few
authors were explicitly writing science fiction for a young readership.
The conspicuous exceptions were Robert Heinlein and Andre Norton, and both
exhibited the rare gift of writing for younger readers without writing
down.

Yet Heinlein's novels tended to stay with those readers after Norton's were
(fondly) left behind.  Because Andre Norton's novels were adventure
stories, tales of wonder and imagination, but not books that challenged
their readers intellectually or philosophically.  They still made wonderful
reading for a thirteen-year-old or a fifteen-year-old, though.

The reason I've been referring to Norton's books in the past tense is that
I'll be dwelling for the most part on her earlier novels, not her more
recent ones.  (For those, read "Part II", which I'm not planning to write.)
That certainly leaves enough books to cover!  Norton has written over a
hundred books (and, with a librarian's neatness, has taken care to scatter
the titles all through the alphabet).

There is a 'standard' milieu which houses a large fraction of Norton's
science fiction, but it doesn't attempt to be a consistent future history.
It's a multi-species galaxy, though humans predominate, or at least are
most numerous.  (In *none* of her books does Norton slip into a
humans-good-aliens-bad simplicity.)  A precarious rule of law is provided
by the Patrol, but space-farers who want to survive go armed.  The Patrol
itself is over-extended, and when it shows up, is as likely to deliver its
own justice as to wait for the courts.  (The other civilization-spanning
organization is the Thieves Guild.)  Starfaring worlds trade not only with
each other, but also with more primitive worlds - no Prime Directive here!
Large corporations tend to control the more profitable trade routes, while
independent traders work the exotic and peripheral ones.

Technology is advanced, but ill-defined aside from the ubiquitous space
ships, blasters, and advanced medical technology.  Telepathic abilities are
unusual, but not unknown.  We don't see much large-scale government, but it
presumably exists, as the backgrounds of many of the novels include
interstellar wars, 'burnt off' planets, and displaced populations.  And
there's a back-history: In the millions of years before humanity came on
the scene, many other races expanded and disappeared, often leaving behind
high-tech, high-psi, or even 'magical' artifacts of incalculable value.
Obviously this is a varied enough background for any number of tales.
Among the best of these:

"The Last Planet" (aka "Star Rangers", **** on an uncalibrated four-point
scale.  Warning: For this review, I'm not rating the books on how they
would read if I reread them now, but on how I felt about them when I read
them at age twelve or thirteen or fourteen.  TLS, for instance, was one of
the few books I read more than twenty times.)  In "The Last Planet",
Norton's standard milieu is only glimpsed in the background.  An
interstellar empire is collapsing, and the Patrol has become an
embarrassment to the local authorities, who order the few remaining ships
on a mission from which they're not expected to return.  The book opens
with the last of these ships making its last crash landing on a primitive
world which turns out to have remains of a high technology.  Before the
survivors can make a place for themselves on this world, they and other
galactic refugees, must first work through the conflicts they've brought
with them: humans vs non-humans, telepaths vs non- telepaths, and the
perennial problem of the power-hungry.

In "Dark Piper" (****-) too, the galactic milieu is only in the background.
The Four Sectors War has just ended.  The planet Beltane, settled as a
scientific experimental station, rather than as a regular colony, was
relatively unaffect by the war, and when Griss Lugard, one of the few
veterans to return, warns that the galaxy is no longer as safe as it was,
few wish to hear.  Sure enough, the galaxy doesn't leave Beltane alone.
When a number of the Beltane's youngsters are trapped with Lugard by a cave
in, the accident winds up saving their lives: They emerge to find most of
the colony dead, and their world in the hands of refugee veterans from
other worlds, or in the paws of the products of hitherto-secret biological
research.

"Dread Companion" (***+), like many of Norton's novels, combines science
fiction and fantasy.  Kilda is a creche-raised youngster who takes a
governess/teaching position as a means of getting offworld.  She is made
responsible for Oomark, a subdued but ordinary boy, and Bartare, a girl who
is somewhat uncanny, and turns out to have a link to an unseen entity who
is teaching her magic.  Bartare is eventually drawn, and Kilda and Oomark
with her, to another reality.  Essentially, this reality is the land of
Faerie - a land of magics and monsters and shape-changed or enspelled
humans, and Kilda must cobble together tag ends of magic and legend in
order to win them free.  For practical purposes, the Faerie portion of
"Dread Companion" would have been identical whether the characters had
arrived there by sounding strange stones on a distant planet or by walking
into an Elf mound on twentieth-century Earth.

"Star Guard" (****-) is one of the books placed in a 'relatively' near
future, rather than in a distant future in which humanity has spread to the
stars and Earth is a barely-remembered part of its prehistory.  In this
future, humanity's expansion was swiftly checked by other galactic races,
who channeled humanity's aggression by making it Earth's chief export:
Planetary rulers could hire human mercenaries (either 'Archs', for low-tech
worlds, or 'Mechs' for medium-tech worlds) to fight their limited and
regulated battles.  After three centuries of this, neither humans nor
aliens were completely satisfied: Some humans thought the system was just
designed to keep Earth in its place, and some aliens thought that Earth
wasn't being kept in its place and both started to cheat.  When a small
Arch 'Horde' finds itself facing high-tech weaponry, the chicanery starts
coming into the open.  I'd characterize "Star Guard" (1955) as a precursor
to the military sf/f now being written by authors like Drake, Turtledove,
and Stirling, albeit one that draws more on Xenophon than on Viet Nam for
its inspiration.

"Witch World" (***+) introduces us to Norton's best-known and longest-
running fantasy series.  A man on the run from gangsters escapes through a
mystical portal/plot-device which sends those who use it on a one-way trip
to the world for which they are best suited.  In short order he finds
himself in the middle of a fight, and finds that he has rescued one of the
witches of Estcarp.  In time, he comes to play a pivotal role in Estcarp's
fight for survival against its foes to the south.  Good sword-and-sorcery,
and more imaginative than most of the successors it inspired.

(Brief background: The Witch World is the fantasy equivalent of a post-
holocaust milieu.  Long ago, sorcerers of incredible power warred and came
close to destroying their world.  The last of these sorcerers were
destroyed or imprisoned or chose to leave their world, though they left
behind artifacts which still have great power for good or evil.  Most of
the world's humans now live at a generic-medieval level of technology (with
some odd higher-tech quirks), have little or no magic, and distrust it in
others.  Estcarp is a very old land, trapped between enemies to the north
and the south, which retains some magic.  Girls who are born with the power
are taken young and trained as witches.)

"Witch World" spawned a large number of sequels, most of them (for a while)
quite good.  "Web of the Witch World" was a direct continuation.  Then came
the next generation, triplets, each of whom provided the viewpoint for a
different book: "Three Against the Witch World", "Warlock of the Witch
World", and "Sorceress of the Witch World".

"Year of the Unicorn" (***+) is not set in Estcarp (or the lands adjoining
it), but in High Halleck, a land across the sea, poorer in magic use, but
richer in ancient magic artifacts.  Most of the High Halleck novels were
written later than the Estcarp novels (they're also not as good, but that's
just my opinion :), and interact with the latter only slightly, the main
connection being that High Halleck is invaded by Estcarp's northern enemy.
Most of the High Halleck novels are set against the background of that
prolonged war and its aftermath.  "The Year of the Unicorn" - the
first-written and best of the High Halleck novels, begins at the war's end:
High Halleck has won, partly because it recruited supernatural allies, and
now the allies have come to claim their pay - thirteen well-born brides.
The trouble is, one of the brides is of witch blood.

It seems a quirk of Norton's writing (or perhaps just of my view of it)
that one spends more time describing the milieu than the actual story.  To
her credit, she herself does not do so.  The first few pages of a novel
will often wax expository, but after that she sticks to her story telling.
(Will you enjoy that story telling if you're *not* in your teens?  If you
haven't read any of her books, try a couple and find out.)

Other key titles include: "The Crossroads of Time", "Ordeal in Otherwhere",
"Moon of Three Rings", "The Zero Stone", "Star Gate", "The Time Traders",
"Star Man's Son" (aka "Daybreak, 2250 AD").

It would be unhelpful to list all the Norton books worth reading.  Many or
most fans who encounter Norton in their teens go through a phase of reading
*all* of them.  And there aren't many that *aren't* worth reading.  There
are some, though, and it's probably worth a few words of warning: "Quag
Keep" (*) is the first and worst "kids find themselves living a fantasy
roleplaying game" novel.  Avoid.  The 'magic' books (with titles like
"Steel Magic", "Fur Magic", "Dragon Magic", etc.) are children's books, not
so-called "young adults" books, and are written for younger readers.
(That's a tactful way of saying I found them obnoxious, except for
"Lavender-Green Magic" but, might have enjoyed them if I'd read them when I
was nine.)  "Huon of the Horn" (*+) is a novelization of one of the more
irritating of the medieval romances.  The romance involved numerous
repetitions of the sequence a) Huon is warned against a danger; b) Huon
barges in anyhow; c) Huon has to be bailed out.  Norton's novelization is
actually an improvement on the original, but...  "Eye of the Monster" (*+)
and "Sea Siege" (*+) were my introduction to the possibility that Andre
Norton could write dull novels, though I subsequently encountered "Garan
the Eternal" (*+) and other confirmations.  And Norton's coauthored works
are, naturally, highly variable (but I give her credit that if her name is
on the cover, her work is on the inside).

Different people will probably give you different warn-off lists.  For that
matter, different people will probably give different best-of lists.  I've
given what I think are some good starting points for a reader who is
unfamiliar with Andre Norton's works.

Author:   Norton, Andre
Comments: yes, that's her legal name
Title:    The Last Planet
Comments: alternate title, Star Rangers
Title:    Dark Piper
Title:    Dread Companion
Title:    Star Guard
Title:    Witch World
Title:    Year of the Unicorn

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 15:17:28 GMT
From: msjh@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu (Judith L. Hardin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: Andre Norton -- Part I

Dani, thanks for the review of early Andre Norton!  She was one of the
great influences on my taste in sf/fantasy.  _Star Rangers_ (aka _The Last
Planet_ - not nearly as interesting a name, IMHO) was THE first sf I ever
read, and I read and re-read it, and still do, from time to time, though by
now I practically know it by heart.  I read some Heinlein - Podkayne, et
al., and _Stranger_ when it first came out but, what I really liked was
Norton.

You gave a good overview of her general setting, but I just want to add
that two of her hallmarks, for me, are her use of psi powers, and her
inclusion of animals as characters.  _Ordeal in Otherwhere_ and its sequel
(sorry, title escapes me for the moment), _Beast Master_, _Lord of
Thunder_, and _Cat's Eye_ are just a few of the books in which a character
(usually orphaned adolescent) develops a psychic tie with an
animal--usually more empathic than telepathic.  She also used Native
Americans as characters--Hosteen Storm, a Navajo, and his step-father and
half brother, in _Beast Master_ and _Lord of Thunder_ spring immediately to
mind, but there are others.

I think she's a wonderful, and hugely underrated, author.  

Judi Hardin
msjh@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 18:26:52 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: Andre Norton -- Part I

msjh@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu (Judith L. Hardin):
>_Ordeal in Otherwhere_ and its sequel (sorry, title escapes me...

"Ordeal in Otherwhere" *is* the sequel, the prior book being "Storm Over
Warlock".  Lantee also makes a cameo appearance in "Forerunner Foray."

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
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Date: 12 Jan 94 03:16:50 GMT
From: churchyh@sneezy.cc.utexas.edu (Henry Churchyard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: Andre Norton -- Part I

>"Ordeal in Otherwhere" *is* the sequel, the prior book being "Storm Over
>Warlock".  Lantee also makes a cameo appearance in "Forerunner Foray."

Actually it's the _son_ of Lantee and Nordholm who makes the appearance in
Foray, and his role is hardly a `cameo' - we just don't see him in his
actual body and find out his name until near the end.

I find some of Norton's books totally pathetic, while others of them I read
again and again, like _Perilous_Dreams_ and _Ice_Crown_ (for some reason
I've reread the latter about 5 times over the last 3-4 months, even though
it's probably not great literature).

Henry Churchyard
churchyh@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 13:36:55 GMT
From: young@epas.utoronto.ca (A. Young)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: Andre Norton -- Part I

Dani states emphatically that that Andre Norton is the author's legal name.
If that's so, she has changed her name at some point in the last 30-40
years! At one time librarians and catalogues gave 'Andre Norton' as a pen
name of Alice Marie (I _think_ it's Marie, not Mary) Norton.  She also
wrote a few stories/books in the fifties under the pen name 'Andrew North.'

A very minor quibble with a wonderful review of one of my favourite authors
of sf/f!

By the way, can anyone help me to remember where a short story called (I
think) 'The Inspector General' appeared? I think it was in an Andre Norton
or Andrew North anthology but I can't remember the name of the book and I'd
like to reread it...

Dr. Abigail Ann Young
Records of Early English Drama
Victoria College
University of Toronto
young@epas.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 17:31:00 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: Andre Norton -- Part I

young@epas.utoronto.ca (A. Young):
>Dani states emphatically that that Andre Norton is the author's legal
>name.

I don't know about 'emphatically', but I did state it.

>If that's so, she has changed her name at some point in the last 30-40
>years!

To the best of my knowledge, she has.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 14:22:53 GMT
From: betsyp@char.vnet.net (Betsy Perry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: Andre Norton -- Part I

Well, it may be her legal name _nowadays_, but many libraries still file
her under NORTON, ALICE MARY.  It wouldn't hurt to look in both places,
especially when you're searching for 20-year-old books.

Betsy Hanes Perry
betsyp@vnet.net

------------------------------
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Date: 11 Jan 94 22:36:14 GMT
From: ljk@ohstpy.mps.ohio-state.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: *** HODGELL *** Seekers' Mask!!!!

I just spoke with the publisher who is currently working on "Seekers'
Mask".  He is still taking orders for PC's book.  He is publishing a
leatherbound version for $60, $5 handling. You can send him a check, or
call and give him your visa number.  (If you call him, you'll probably get
sucked into a lengthy chat about Pat, how she's doing, her plans for a
fourth book, etc.. He's a *really* nice guy.)  Also ready for binding is a
$120 version of -Mask that is bound in a nicer leather, has artwork with
it, and some other bells and whistles, I forget what he said...call him,
he'll be glad to tell you.

There is another publisher currently considering buying the hardback
rights, the paperback rights, or both to PC's book.  If they decide to do
so, they'll distribute later this year.  If the other publisher doesn't buy
the rights, Hypatia will most probably snap up the rights to one or the
other and publish later this year also.

So if you don't want to wait some undetermined amount of time, order the
book from Hypatia Press.

Here's the info:

   Hypatia Press
   360 West First
   Eugene, OR  97401
   (503) 485-0947

The gentleman I spoke with said that the lesser-priced leatherbound books
will be at the binders this week, and orders will begin to ship as early as
the end of next week...service with a smile.  I've ordered mine, and will
report any more delays...

Lori Keller

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 16:41:43 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: *** HODGELL *** Seekers' Mask!!!!

The 'gentleman' you talk to when calling Hypatia Press is the editor, Al
Bard Newcomber.  He has an eye-patch that says, "Out of Order."  He would
probably be quite depressed to find that he's being referred to as
'gentleman.'

Also, he told me that the book would be shipping this week, two weeks ago.
If he's now telling you that the book will be shipping next week, I
wouldn't hold my breath.  He does his formatting on Mac software, and has
been having a hell of a time finishing the format.  Apparently Hodgell uses
a zillion elipses (...) and his Mac software hasn't been able to digest
them.  He therefore has been meticulously reading every page of the book
and manually changes the elipses problem.  He's been doing this for quite
some time.

Let's wait until we have actual books in our sweaty palms before we start
announcing that the book is going to ship next or any week.  Hypatia is
notorious for amazingly late releases.  'Drawing of the Dark' by Tim Powers
was supposed to be published in 1989, always 'just about to go to the
bindery,' and it finally came out in 1991.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 13:34:47 GMT
From: sillywiz@dcs.warwick.ac.uk (SillyWiz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

tigger@x400gate.bnr.ca writes:
> Of all the SF Writers I have encountered in the past thirty years the one
>whose work seems timeless and whose books I continue to re-read and find
>new insights and inspiration in is Cordwainer Smith (AKA Paul Linebarger).
> 
> Are there any Smith fanciers out there who can answer any of these
>questions ?

Yes and maybe.. I'n not a "Smith fancier", but I do think he's an extremely
underread and underrated author.

>  1) The books I own are :
> 
>        i) The Best Of Cordwainer Smith (Ballantine Paperback)
>       ii) A second Ballantine Collection of short stories called
>           The Instrumentality of Mankind (???) and containing other Smith
>           work not in i)

The Rediscovery of Man... it contains the most famous of the
Instrumentality stories "Scanners Live in Vain".

>           These are both from about 1975-1980
> 
>      iii) Norstrilia 
> 
>       iv) The Casher O'Neill Stories
> 
>     Are any of these still in print ? My copies are in pretty 
>    bad shape and I would like to replace them. Also, Have I
>    missed anything ? Is there any published SF by Smith not
>    covered in this list ?

As far as I know they have not been in print recently.. I recently got me
hands on a hardback of "Norstrilia" for 25p .. can you say "moved fast.."
??!?!?!

There are no other books as far as I know.

> 2) The Best Of Collection has an intriguing foreword by J.J. Pierce the
>editor. Does anyone know if/where he can be reached ? Also did anyone ever
>do a Smith Biography ? I am sure it would be damned interesting.

I don't know about one.. I agree it would make extremely good reading.

Keith Lucas
sillywiz@dcs.warwick.ac.uk
csugq@csv.warwick.ac.uk
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Date: 10 Jan 94 19:14:25 GMT
From: S.S.B.Glover@bradford.ac.uk (Steve Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

There's a recent UK paperback "Quest of Three Worlds" which contains the
Casher O'Neill stories...

Steve Glover

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 19:48:55 GMT
From: dlow@sc.hp.com (Danny Low)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

If you want to be really complete, get a copy of the armistice for the
Korean war. Cordwainer Smith under his real name of Paul Linebarger is the
author of that document. :-)

Danny Low
HP NSD
dlow@ppg01.sc.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 21:13:54 GMT
From: S.S.B.Glover@bradford.ac.uk (Steve Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

And then there's his book on brainwashing... The only one of his books our
school library had!

Steve Glover

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 01:06:00 GMT
From: lmann@drycas.club.cc.cmu.edu (Laurie Mann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

Jeff Skinner (tigger@nbrwh130.bnr.ca) wrote:
>3) Pierce mentions three Mainstream novels by Smith, "Ria",
>"Carola" and "Atomsk". Are any of these available in any form ?

You might find them in an old library or in a used book store.  They are
definitely out of print.

The following books by Paul Linebarger are in print:

   The Political Doctrines of Sun Yat Sen
   Psychological Warfare
   Sun Yat Sen & the Chinese

The following books about Cordwainer Smith are currently in print:

   A Cordwainer Smith Checklist (Mike Bennett)
   Concordance to Cordwainer Smith (Anthony Lewis)
   Rediscovery of Man:  The Complete Short Fiction of Cordwainer Smith 
     (Jim Mann)

Laurie Mann
lmann@drycas.club.cc.cmu.edu
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Date: 10 Jan 94 23:54:06 GMT
From: andy@soliton.physics.arizona.edu (Andrew F. Nelson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater) writes:
[Cordwainer Smith books in print or no]

>It gives me much joy to be able to tell you that NESFA have published the
>*complete* short stories of Cordwainer Smith in one volume. It's called
>_The Rediscovery of Man_, 
>
>Let me wax ecstatic about this book
[...]

Here's another one who wants to wax...

This book is bound and printed as well or better than any other book I've
ever seen.  It's a pleasure to open it up and just look at the print and
smell the paper. Other than being a very satisfied customer via having
purchased this book and the Best of James Schmitz collection NESFA also
published, I have no connection to NESFA.

>I cannot recommend this collection too highly.  [...]  In closing, let me
>thank NESFA once again. How fortunate we are to have

I concur with both of these statements. Bravo! 

Andy Nelson
andy@neutrino.physics.arizona.edu
andy@neutron.physics.arizona.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 18:56:05 GMT
From: Jim_Mann@transarc.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

dlow@sc.hp.com (Danny Low) writes:
> If you want to be really complete, get a copy of the armistice for the
> Korean war. Cordwainer Smith under his real name of Paul Linebarger is
> the author of that document. :-)

He was the author of the text one group of Korean soldiers used to
surrender with. I never heard before that he was the author of the
armistice. I think you may have just inflated his reputation a bit here.

Jim Mann
Transarc Corporation			
The Gulf Tower, 707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
(412) 338-4442
jmann@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 21:21:37 GMT
From: dlow@sc.hp.com (Danny Low)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

Jim_Mann@transarc.com wrote:
>He was the author of the text one group of Korean soldiers used to
>surrender with. I never heard before that he was the author of the
>armistice. I think you may have just inflated his reputation a bit here.

My source was a DoD official. Linebarger apparently was the one who did the
translations to and from Mandarin of the wording of the armistice. In the
process he had a lot of say on the exact wording of the armistice.

Danny Low
HP NSD
dlow@ppg01.sc.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 13:25:48 GMT
From: Jim_Mann@transarc.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

dlow@sc.hp.com (Danny Low) writes:
> My source was a DoD official. Linebarger apparently was the one who did
> the translations to and from Mandarin of the wording of the armistice. In
> the process he had a lot of say on the exact wording of the armistice.

Interesting. This never seems to show up in the material written on Smith,
including the stuff by J.J. Pierce and Fred Pohl, both of whom were in
contact with Smith or his widow. I wonder if this is something they missed
or if the DoD official misremembered. More to the point, I wonder if there
is any way to check on this. There must be histories of the treaty
somewhere.

Certainly if he was involved in the translation, he would have had a lot to
say about the wording. He knew quite a bit about how to word things such
that it would get the desired result without causing the Koreans to loose
face.

Jim Mann
Transarc Corporation			
The Gulf Tower, 707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
(412) 338-4442
jmann@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 20:56:30 GMT
From: wrr3118@h2o.portal.com (Rick Russell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

Books by Paul Linebarger ("Cordwainer Smith") at the Texas A&M Library:

       LINEBARGER PAUL MYRON ANTHONY 1913-1966 
    1   BEST OF CORDWAINER SMITH <1975>  (AM) 
    2   BEST OF CORDWAINER SMITH <1975>  (AM) 
    3   CAROLA A NOVEL <1948>  (AM) 
    4   CHINA OF CHIANG KAI SHEK <1941>  (AM) 
    5   CHINA OF CHIANG KAI SHEK A POLITICAL STUDY <1973>  (AM) 
    6   GOVERNMENT IN REPUBLICAN CHINA <1938>  (AM) 
    7   INSTRUMENTALITY OF MANKIND <1979>  (AM) 
    8   NORSTRILIA <1975>  (AM) 
    9   POLITICAL DOCTRINES OF SUN YAT SEN AN EXPOSI <1937>  (AM) 
   10   PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE <1948>  (AM) 
   11   PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE <1955>  (AM) 
   12   QUEST OF THE THREE WORLDS <1978>  (AM) 
   13   UNDERPEOPLE <1968>  (AM) 
   14   YOU WILL NEVER BE THE SAME <1975>  (AM) 

I note that Paul Myron Anthony Linebarger also wrote several books on
Chinese politics, and that someone named Paul Myron Wentworth Linebarger
(1871--1939) has several works on Chinese politics. Perhaps they were
related.

Rick Russell
rick-russell@tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 02:55:50 GMT
From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BY ANY OTHER FAME edited by Mike Resnick and Martin H. Greenberg

     BY ANY OTHER FAME edited by Mike Resnick and Martin H. Greenberg
		  DAW, ISBN 0-88677-594-9, 1994, US$4.99.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1993 Evelyn C. Leeper

   I like to read alternate histories.  Many people use the terms
"alternate history," "alternate universe/world," and "parallel
universe/world" interchangeably, but they are not the same.  Alternate
histories are about history.  Maybe I'm just being contentious, but a re-
telling of THE MALTESE FALCON with Gypsy Rose Lee as the detective is not,
to my mind, about history.

   Now to be fair, I should say that BY ANY OTHER FAME is not billed as an
anthology of alternate history stories.  It's billed as an anthology of "23
alternate futures of the world's most famous and infamous celebrities" - a
description equally inaccurate, since almost all of the stories are set in
the past.  DAW's back-cover label of them as "What if?" stories is more
accurate, though the fact that Golda Meir's name is misspelled in the blurb
suggests that accuracy is not a high priority there in any case.

   Given, therefore, that I read alternate history stories for the
historical content, I have to say that I found BY ANY OTHER FAME
disappointing.  The best story, and perhaps even the only good story, is
Kristine Katheryn Rusch's "Sinner-Saints," about Lillian Hellman, Dashiell
Hammett, and the House Un-American Activities Committee with-hunts of the
1950s.  There's history, there's characterization, there's meat - all
missing from most of the other stories.  The only other story I enjoyed was
"A Bubble for a Minute" by Dean Wesley Smith, in which the main character
discovers that history may not be what it seems, and that it's far from
dead.  It uses an old idea, but Smith executes it well.  (The same idea is
used by Janet Kagan in "Space Cadet," which immediately follows "A Bubble
for a Minute" - very poor placement in my opinion, since it forces the
reader to compare the two.  Kagan's piece also strikes me as derivative of
Pamela Sargent's "Danny Goes to Mars" and has the same mean-spiritedness of
the latter.  I am no fan of the main character of these stories, but I
still see the stories as somewhat childish attacks.)

   Twelve stories - more than half the stories in the book, center around
Hollywood stars or other figures in the entertainment industry.  And too
many of them have not just one person following a different path, but
several, and for apparently unrelated causes.  Where is Occam's Razor when
you need it?  Also too prevalent are familiar stories retold with other
participants (e.g., Gypsy Rose Lee in "The Fifteen-Minute Falcon" and
Amelia Earhart in "The DEFIANT Disaster").  Laura Resnick's "Under a Sky
More Fiercely Blue" has at least some relation to history, as does Michelle
Sagara's "Four Attempts at a Letter" (though this is more musings on an
alternate event than the possible outcomes of it) and Barry N. Malzberg's
"Hitler at Nuremburg."

   I suppose the cover illustration (Marilyn Monroe, Elvis Presley,
Humphrey Bogart, and film sprockets) should have given me a clue, but I
have to say I found this a disappointing anthology and hope that Resnick's
future "alternate" anthologies go back to the history part.  When they
focus on history, they're some of the best around.  (It's also true that
his more historical ones seem to have been done for Tor, so it may be that
he has different types of anthologies for different publishers.  It is true
that Resnick seems to have suggested topics to the authors for many of the
stories, so perhaps he was aiming for something less historical here.)

Anthology:  By Any Other Fame
Editor:     Mike Resnick
Editor:     Martin H. Greenberg
City:       New York
Date:       January 1994
Publisher:  DAW
Comments:   paperback, US$4.99
Order Info: ISBN 0-88677-594-9
Pages:      316pp
Title:      "Farewell, My Buddy" by Barbara Delaplace
Title:      "A Night on the Plantation" by Brian Thomsen
Title:      "Allegro Marcato" by Barry N. Malzberg
Title:      "Four Attempts at a Letter" by Michelle Sagara
Title:      "The Fifteen-Minute Falcon" by George Alec Effinger
Title:      "Dance Track" by MercedesLackey & Larry Dixon
Title:      "Would He Do Woody?" by Nicholas A. DiChario
Title:      "The Wages of Sin" by Jack Nimersheim
Title:      "Franz Kafka--Superhero!" by David Gerrold
Title:      "If Horses Were Wishes..." by Ginjer Buchanan
Title:      "Ars Longa" by Nancy Kress
Title:      "A Dream Can Make a Difference" by Beth Meacham
Title:      "Under a Sky More Fiercely Blue" by Laura Resnick
Title:      "Sinner-Saints" by Kristine Kathryn Rusch
Title:      "Out of Sight" by Janni Simner
Title:      "Mother, Mae I?" by Lawrence Schimel
Title:      "The DEFIANT Disaster" by Kate Daniel
Title:      "South of Eden, Somewhere Near Salinas" by Jack C. Haldeman II
Title:      "Clem, the Little Copper" by Tom Easton
Title:      "A Bubble for a Minute" by Dean Wesley Smith
Title:      "Space Cadet" by Janet Kagan
Title:      "Hitler at Nuremburg" by Barry N. Malzberg
Title:      "Elvis Invictus" by Judith Tarr

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jan 94 01:58:46 GMT
From: SRC100S@oduvm.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The First Three Star Wars Movies

According to Timothy Zahn at Sci-Con in mid-November, there will be twelve
new Star Wars Novels coming out (the first of these are already out, "Truce
at...")  They have to be out by Spring 1997, so the new movies can be
released in time for the 20th Aniversary of Star Wars: A New Hope.

------------------------------
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Date: 13 Jan 94 18:42:50 GMT
From: bkoike@sdcc5.ucsd.edu (Bryce Koike)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brin was: Card in general

cordell@shaman.nexagen.com (Bruce Cordell) writes:
>Sign me up as well on the 'Take what you can get' from Brin! I have
>_thuroughly_ enjoyed every novel he has written, not just the Uplift
>books.  In fact, IMHO, _Earth_ and _The Postman_ were better!!!

I was quite surprised by The Postman until I hit the end with the
off-the-wall genetically engineered weirdos.  It was so totally unexpected
that it wasn't until the second read that I could finally accept it.

My problem with the Earth (which I've read roughly seven times) is that the
future history isn't believable to me.  The general premesis is buyable,
but the Ra Boys and stuff like that...I just can't accept it.  Ignoring
that, I think that Earth was severely crippled by the entire black hole
plotline.  Had Brin removed it and written something less generically
adventurous, I would have found the entire novel far more interesting.

Oh well, I might read Glory Season when it hits paperback.  At the very
least, it'll be interesting to find out how he handles the subject...

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 15:40:47 GMT
From: lewis!kkv@cerl.cecer.army.mil (Jamie J Ferguson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris) writes:
>I suppose I'd have to agree to some extent, though it's been a while since
>I've read the book as well.  After having read it, though, the slow points
>don't really seem very bad in retrospect, and I remember a few points
>which seemed slow until I thought about them a bit, and then they came
>accross as being quite humorously ironic.  I don't recall any specific
>details, that's just the impression I'm left with overall after all is
>said and done.

I agree.  After I read "To Reign in Hell" the parts which were slow while I
was reading didn't leave me with a bad feeling about the book.  I loved the
story - maybe I'll dig it out and read it again.

>The Brust book that seemed slowest to me, behind 'Gypsy', was "Brokedown
>Palace".  It seems to me that that book, for instance, wouldn't make as
>much sense without knowing something about the troubles in Romania (and
>Brust's obvious interest in things Hungarian).  And I suspect someone who
>knew more about it than I did would find even more in the book.

I haven't finished either of these 2 books... maybe someday.  It is
interesting that I LOVE his books like "Jhereg" but don't like some of his
others (I shouldn't say I dislike them until I actually read them, I
suppose, I guess they are just hard to get into for me personally).

Jamie

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 04:41:55 GMT
From: datta@durban.berkeley.edu (Ruchira Datta)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

Chad C. D'Amour Orzel <oilcan@wam.umd.edu> wrote:
>...In the Vlad books, Brust is basically writing mind candy - watch Vlad
>run around, kill a few people, and be a wise-ass for a while.

I don't disagree, but one of the things I really liked about the Vlad books
was that in most of them, there was at least one reference to catch for
people who enjoy that sort of thing.  I don't remember all of them now, but
here's one from _Jhereg_.  (Perhaps these were discussed here when the
books were coming out, but I read them long after that.)

>From Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, _The Adventure of Silver Blaze_, a bit of
dialogue between Inspector Gregory (who speaks first) and Sherlock Holmes:

   "Is there any other point to which you would wish to draw
my attention?"
   "To the curious incident of the dog in the night-time."
   "The dog did nothing in the night-time."
   "That was the curious incident," remarked Sherlock Holmes.

>From Steven Brust, _Jhereg_, Chapter 14, a conversation between Vlad Taltos
(who speaks first) and his wife Cawti:

   "There," I said, "does anything strike you as odd?"
[She suggests something, but he says that wasn't what he meant.]
   "Then I don't see what you're referring to."
   "I'm referring to the strange action of the bodyguards at
the assassination attempt."
   "But the bodyguards did nothing at the assassination attempt."
   "That was the strange action."

I could try to dig up more, if anyone is interested.

Ruchira
datta@math.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 08:44:13 GMT
From: kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Pam Korda)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

datta@durban.berkeley.edu (Ruchira Datta) writes:
>one of the things I really liked about the Vlad books was that in most of
>them, there was at least one reference to catch for people who enjoy that
>sort of thing.

[Sherlock Holmes reference munched]

Here's one that is not so literary. In _Athyra_, one of the peasants says
something like "A kethna with a wooden leg? What an extraordinary thing?
How would a kethna come to have a wooden leg in the first place?"

This is obviously a reference to the infamous "pig with a wooden leg" joke.

Pam Korda
kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 18:38:49 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

Ruchira Datta <datta@durban.berkeley.edu> wrote:
>I don't disagree, but one of the things I really liked about the Vlad
>books was that in most of them, there was at least one reference to catch
>for people who enjoy that sort of thing.  I don't remember all of them
>now, but here's one from _Jhereg_.  (Perhaps these were discussed here
>when the books were coming out, but I read them long after that.)

I definitely agree with you here - that's part of what makes the books so
enjoyable: there's a whole other level to them, where the more literary
side of Brust's wit comes through (as opposed to the many cheap wisecracks
provided by Vlad and Loiosh).

The point I was making however, was to draw a distinction between the two
classes of Brust's books. In general, the posts we get here regarding Brust
(leaving aside the "who is this guy, and what did he write" posts that
usually start the whole thing off) fall into two major categories:
   1) wholesale admiration: "If he did an edition of the phone book, 
      I'd buy it in hardback..."

or 2) qualified admiration: "I love the Vlad books, but I thought (choose
      at least one of: tRiH, Agyar, tStMatS, Phoenix Guards) was slow
      going"

The distinction between the two classes is what I was trying to point out,
(hopefully avoiding the "snobs v. slobs" debate...) the Vlad books, while
they are not lacking in the sort of humor you point out, are primarily
action oriented, and depend mostly on Vlad's sarcasm for humor value (note
the widespread dissatisfaction with _Athyra_, the first Vlad book not to be
narrated by Vlad...). In contrast, his "idea" books, (for lack of a better
word) depend almost exclusively on the more literary side of Brust's sense
of humor for that side of their attraction. Some people find this to be
slow going, others find it just as enjoyable. (Please note that I'm not
trying to argue that one of these is intrinsically better...)

Personally, I think Brust could probably make the White Pages good
reading...

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 94 17:58:43 GMT
From: skye@netcom.com (Alexandra Knepper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

>Interesting.  I had a hard time with "Gypsy", (which dragged for me), but
>felt "TRIH" moved along fairly well.  And there was a definite ironic
>undertone to the book, IMO.  Consider what Brust did with the "Get thee
>behind me, Satan" line, for instance (I don't recall the details, just
>remember being really amused by the context in which he put it.)

I had a hard time initially with the Gypsy, then I got some idea of what
was going on and read the whole book rest of the book through in one
sitting, I was so drawn into it.  I loved TRIH, and had absolutely no
problems with it (I think the line is from a scene where someone is about
to blast Satan, and Mephisto tells him to 'get behind him' for cover).

>I am beginning to see enough comments in praise of TRIH that I might go
>back and give it another try, but it was so rare that I am unable to
>finish a book, that I may not.  I had no problem with _The Gypsy_.

I highly recommend TRIH, if that counts for anything (probably not, but one
can hope <grin>).

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 03:57:13 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

If I remember a talk Brust gave at an Ad Astra awhile back, he tries to
break a rule about writing with each book, and 'Brokedown Palace' was what
resulted _after_ he tried to write a conscious allegory and discovered,
that yes, conscious allegories are awful.
 
To Reign in Hell was something I disliked on first reading (because I'd
been expecting Milton), and liked quite a bit on the second reading.
 
A friend of mine described Athyra as being about normal people experiencing
Vlad; I think this is quite apt.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 21:10:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.atl.ga.us (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust

_To Reign in Hell_ is the only Steven Brust book I've read yet, but I
enjoyed it immensely.  It is a well-written, well-plotted story.  As for
"missing the light touch and dry humour"... what about the first sentence
on the first page, and numerous other bits throughout?

If this is one of Brust's worst books, I need to rush out and find all his
others.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 14:18:02 GMT
From: jay@qabalah.cac.psu.edu (D. Jay Newman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

<SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA> wrote:
>To Reign in Hell was something I disliked on first reading (because I'd
>been expecting Milton), and liked quite a bit on the second reading.

That is similar to my experience with the book.  When I first read it, I
considered it an interesting idea, but basically boring.  After several
months (without rereading it), I came to the conclusion that it was
actually a work of genius.

It's now one of my favorite books, and Brust is now one of my favorite
authors.

D. Jay Newman
dn5@psu.edu  
jay@qabalah.cac.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 21:19:45 GMT
From: DETTMMA@wkuvx1.bitnet (Matt Dettman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card - Enders Game

Does anyone know the future of the Ender's Game series?  Is another book
due out?

As a side note, any comments on Card's latest release? (can't remember the
name, but it's about a little boy, and I believe it's Stephen King-ish, but
I could be wrong)

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 14:39:38 GMT
From: noel@chastain.gatech.edu (noel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card - Enders Game

DETTMMA@wkuvx1.bitnet (Matt Dettman) writes:
>Does anyone know the future of the Ender's Game series?  Is another book
>due out?
>
>As a side note, any comments on Card's latest release? (can't remember the
>name, but it's about a little boy, and I believe it's Stephen King-ish,
>but I could be wrong)

It's called _Lost Boys_, based on Card's short story of the same name.  It
is out in paperback, and most bookstores seem to have shelved it under
horror.

The original story, which was nominated for a Nebula, was somewhat
controversial because Card used himself and his family as characters,
telling the story in first person and creating a fictitious older son that
is the main character.  Although the story appeared with an explanation,
Card was (I beleive unfairly) criticized for appropriating the grief of
families that have actually lost children.  Card discusses this at some
length in _Maps in a Mirror_, and whichever of the paperback story
collections contains this story..

Anyway, the novel switches to third person, and fictitious characters, who
are clearly based on Card's family.  The novel doesn't have the shock
impact of the short story, but it is deeper, and very powerful in its own
way.  (In fairness, the novel probably would have had more shock impact if
I hadn't previously read the short story.)

Noel Rappin
noel@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 15:29:23 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (Patrick Nielsen-Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card - Enders Game

DETTMMA@wkuvx1.bitnet (Matt Dettman) writes:
>Does anyone know the future of the Ender's Game series?  Is another book
>due out?

A fourth Ender book is under contract.  So are several other projects, and
it's anyone's guess which one Scott will write next.

The third Homecoming book, THE SHIPS OF EARTH, is shipping even as I type
this.  A collaboration with Kathryn Kidd, LOVELOCK, is scheduled for this
summer.  The fourth Homecoming book, EARTHFALL, has been delivered to us
and will be publishe a year from now.  And a standalone SF novel,
PASTWATCH, has been turned in to Donald Grant and will be published
sometime in the next year in a limited edition; we'll do the subsequent
editions.

People say Scott has too many series going, but he does seem to be actually
turning the books out.  I imagine we'll see Ender 4 and Alvin 4 by and by.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 16:27:22 GMT
From: tdc@world.std.com (Terry D Condren)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card - Enders Game

The last book in the Ender series, Xenocide, is definitely a cliff hanger,
so at least one more book should be forthcoming. I don't know when.

Card's most recent release, Lost Boys, is very Stephen King-ish. I haven't
read the novel, but I read the short story in Maps in a Mirror.  The short
story was fantastic, but you've got to be accepting about modern
cruelities.

Card's next release will be in the Memory of Earth series, and will hit the
shelves in 2-3 weeks.

Terry Condren

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 94 01:42:59 GMT
From: joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card - Lost Boys

DETTMMA@wkuvx1.bitnet (Matt Dettman) writes:
>As a side note, any comments on Card's latest release? (can't remember the
>name, but it's about a little boy, and I believe it's Stephen King-ish,
>but I could be wrong)

It's _Lost Boys_, and I'm not sure about it. Firstly, Card is a much better
writer than King. Much better. It's not like a King novel, because the
really creepy stuff doesn't happen until the very end. Instead of
supernatural horror, Card seems to be creating a mood of natural dread, and
it seems to work.

The problem for me was that it hangs on the twist at the end. If you've
read the short on which the novel is based, a lot of the power's knocked
out. Also, the short was written so that the reader could believe that Card
was talking about his own experiences. That doesn't really work with the
novel.

joe@zikzak.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 94 20:43:24 GMT
From: bkoike@sdcc5.ucsd.edu (Bryce Koike)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card - Enders Game

noel@chastain.gatech.edu (noel) writes:
>>As a side note, any comments on Card's latest release? (can't remember
>>the name, but it's about a little boy, and I believe it's Stephen
>>King-ish, but I could be wrong)

It has resemblences to King's general ideas, but Card's approach is
completely different.

>It's called _Lost Boys_, based on Card's short story of the same name.  It
>is out in paperback, and most bookstores seem to have shelved it under
>horror.

I scoured the local store for half an hour wondering where it was until I
got to the counter and saw a stack of them sitting there.  Oh well...it's
definitely more horror than SF or Fantasy...

>The original story, which was nominated for a Nebula, was somewhat
>contraversial because Card used himself and his family as characters,
>telling the story in first person and creating a fictitious older son that
>is the main character.  Although the story appeared with an

To be totally truthful, it never bothered me for a second.  In fact, I
think that it's a pretty silly point.

[stuff deleted]

>Anyway, the novel switches to third person, and fictitious characters, who
>are clearly based on Card's family.  The novel doesn't have the shock
>impact of the short story, but it is deeper, and very powerful in its own
>way.  (In fairness, the novel probably would have had more shock impact if
>I hadn't previously read the short story.)

Well, there were several factors which I enjoyed a great deal more in the
novel than the short story.  While the original short story is far more
tight and concise (a very desirable trait, I feel), there's something to be
said about being allowed to ramble and develop characters more fully.  I
definitely appreciated the random extras that Card threw in (this is, in
fact, my friend's most favorite aspect about King's books - that he spends
time to outline things which really aren't very important to the plot).

I wasn't quite sure which I preferred more until I finally hit the end of
the book.  For me, the novel hit harder and more powerfully, but maybe it
was because I knew what to expect and Card surprised me very pleasantly.
This is one that's going to be re-read a few times.  (Not to mention the
amusing IBM and Apple computer bashing.  Somewhat shallow, but very amusing
nevertheless)

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Date: 16 Jan 94 02:12:33 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: Piers Anthony

			  Review:  Piers Anthony

This review is intended as first aid for readers who are giving the Piers
Anthony shelf at the bookstore dubious glances and wondering whether and
where to jump in.  That comes close to being a frequently asked question.
In some respects, my answers are going to be very similar to those that are
typically given in response.

Piers Anthony is a writer with a gimmick.  Many gimmicks, in fact, and each
book or series he writes is structured around a gimmick of some sort, most
often a game.  The result is typically excellent mind candy, at least to
start, often mixed in with non-trivial ethical or philosophical issues
which can challenge the young readers who constitute his primary target
audience.  Anthony has the bad habit, unfortunately, of taking the contents
of one excellent novel and stretching them over an entire series, flogging
the gimmick-of-the-day until the last bit of life has gone out of it.  This
is why he aggravates people so: He hasn't the grace to be an untalented
hack who can just be ignored *or* to write to his potential.

It's worth thinking of Anthony's career in two parts.  Before he hit the
jackpot with his 'Xanth' series, he wrote mostly stand-alone novels.  They
ranged from excellent to execrable.  (The worst of the latter were
unpublishable at the time, but have since been printed on the basis of
Anthony's name.  Those books often have forewords that say things like "I
wrote this in 1960 but couldn't sell it until 1990."  Take those warnings
gratefully to heart.)  Since he became a reliable best-seller, stand-alone
novels have become the exception, and the series novels have become the
rule.  He hasn't stopped writing entertaining young-people's fiction: If
you pick up the first book of almost any of his series, it's likely to be
good.  Trouble is, he then puts that book through more sequel-permutations
than the book was made to bear.  So, where to start?

"Macroscope" (***+ on an uncalibrated four-point scale) is probably his
best book.  The Macroscope itself is the ultimate 'eye', capable of picking
up high-resolution observations from anywhere in the galaxy.  A number of
extraterrestrial civilizations are already under observation and those near
Earth's level of development show a distressing tendency to self-destruct.
The Macroscope is also picking up a general broadcast, on the band it uses,
which appears to carry technical information, including the key to
interstellar travel but, that information is protected by a 'destroyer'
sequence which destroys the minds of those with high enough intelligence to
comprehend the technical information.  A small group, which includes the
one person capable of making limited use of the broadcast, embarks on a
search for answers: What is the 'destroyer'?  Why is it in place?  Can the
information it shields save Earth from self-destruction?

The book bubbles with ideas.  The *author* bubbles with ideas, and wants to
share them with us, often at great length.  Reading "Macroscope" is like
being shown through a child's collection of gems, bottle-tops, and other
shiny objects found on the beach: Word puzzles, ecological collapse,
mathematical games, racism, astrology, the nature of genius, and more - the
elements are interesting and thought-provoking, but it often feels as if
Anthony included anything that happened to interest him that day.  The
characters are shallow and obsessive - a problem Anthony's never licked,
and play idiotic games for absurdly high stakes.  The story keeps taking
time out for little psychodramas, apparently for no better reason than that
the author likes writing them.  And yet... and yet, there is something
engaging about this book bubbling over with ideas faster than the author
can put them on paper.

A relatively early work (1969) "Macroscope" hasn't aged as gracefully as it
might have, but Anthony's strengths and weaknesses show clearly.  At the
time, the book signalled great potential.  An author who could build on
those strengths and overcome those weaknesses could produce wonderful
books.  Now, a quarter of a century later, little has changed.  Replace
"Macroscope" with another title and change the list of shiny objects, and
the preceding paragraph can be applied to most anything Anthony's written
since.

"A Spell for Chameleon" (***) is the first book in the 'Xanth' series, that
made Anthony's fortune.  If most of Anthony's books are mind candy, the
'Xanth' novels are spun sugar - light, airy, and almost content-free.
Xanth in a magical land.  No, not in the sense that there's a lot of magic,
but in the sense that *everything* is magic.  It's a land of dragons and
harpies and giants and demons.  It's a land where shoes grow on shoe trees
and butter comes from butterflies and everyone is born with a magic power.
Everyone except Bink, that is, who's about to be exiled from Xanth as a
result.  Bink's search for magic takes him first to the castle of the Good
Magician who is able to verify that he does have a powerful magic, but one
that is hidden, and then into the path of an invading army led by a
previously exiled Evil Magician.

"A Spell for Chameleon" is cute, light-weight, and fun, particularly if you
don't mind bad puns and characters who are seldom more than extensions of
their talents.  The series has run to many sequels.  The first couple, "The
Source of Magic" and "Castle Roogna" are better than the ones that follow,
as each book in the series seems to lean more heavily on bad puns than the
previous one.  The most frequently asked question about Anthony's books is
which Xanth novels to read, and the answer that is almost always given is
to read until they stop being fun and then to stop, because they're not
going to get better.  (Anthony's series generally decline, but the Xanth
series has run long enough for the decline to be particularly visible.)
One other word of warning: Piers Anthony's handling of relations between
the sexes generally puts me in mind of a twelve-year-old peeking up girls'
dresses, but nowhere is this more pronounced than in the Xanth novels.

Other Major Series:

"On a Pale Horse" (***) is the first book in the series "Incarnations of
Immortality."  It's placed in an Earth much like our own, except that magic
coexists with science, and the Earth is a battleground between Heaven and
Hell.  Between God and the Devil are the five Incarnations - once-human
manifestations of Death, Time, War, Fate, and Nature.  Neutral in
principle, they often oppose the Devil in practice.  When Zane's time comes
to die, Death comes for him and winds up taking the bullet meant for Zane.
By the 'rules', Zane gets the job and becomes the new Death and the Devil
takes advantage of his lack of experience to further a scheme meant to give
Hell control of the Earth.  Each sequel tells the story of a different
Incarnation.  As is typical, the series goes downhill after a promising
start.

"Split Infinity" (***) is the first of three, and ultimately seven, books
in the "Apprentice Adept" sf/fantasy series.  Proton is a fabulously rich
planet whose Citizens are served by 'serfs' - people from other worlds who
are happy to take long-term contracts as almost-property for extremely high
pay.  The chief recreation on Proton is "the Game" - a complex competitive
framework which supplies most of the digressions in the series.  Phaze is a
parallel world in which magic replaces science.  The murder of the Blue
Adept, one of the most powerful mages of Phaze, enables Stile, his Proton
analogue and one of the foremost Game players, to enter Phaze and take his
place.  As an adept on Phaze and as a major Game competitor on Proton, he
battles what turn out to be related dangers.

"Sos the Rope" (***) begins one of Anthony's earliest series, the "Battle
Circle" trilogy.  In a post-holocaust future, men wander around duelling
with primitive weapons, or settle into small tribes whose leadership is
determined by this code duello.  (Women function primarily as camp
followers.)  This 'idyll' is shattered when Sol and Sos, respectively an
unbeatable warrior and a thinker, join forces and begin to create an
empire.

"Refugee" (**) begins the five-volume "Bio of a Space Tyrant" - a novel of
contemporary politics, artificially placed in a science-fictional setting.
Anthony's political prescriptions follow the rather corrupt tradition of
"Here is what I would do if I were President *and* had dictatorial powers."

The "Cluster" series, a trilogy beginning with "Cluster" (**) and two
stand-alone novels, is placed in a future in which interstellar travel is
expensive, but it is practical to interact with other worlds by projecting
one's personality into a host, if one has a strong enough Kirlian aura.
Each book in the trilogy has a different character with an exceptionally
powerful aura serving as a key player in an intergalactic struggle.  A
prequel - the "Tarot" trilogy, is probably better thought of.

A number of Anthony's stand-alone novels are worth at least mentioning.
"Triple Detente" (***) is structured around the question of how to make
good government and self-interest congruent and begins when Earth and
another world...conquer each other.  "Prostho Plus" (***) is silly fun: A
dentist (a prosthodontist, actually) is kidnapped by a space alien with a
toothache, and finds himself being passed from planet to planet in a
never-ending battle against interstellar tooth decay.  Steppe (**+) is
essentially a retelling of the history of Genghis Khan, within the context
of a futuristic role-playing game.

Anthony has also coauthored many novels, mostly with mediocre results.
Among these is his recent and unlikely collaboration with Mercedes Lackey,
titled "If I Pay Thee Not in Gold" (**).  I came away from this book with
the impression that Lackey had done the word-smithing (which is better than
Anthony's usual) while adhering to a fairly generic Piers Anthony plot
outline.  The result is a book for Anthony fans, not for Lackey fans.


Comments and Recommendations: If you're looking for books that are
thoughtful and thought-provoking, with plausible characters facing
meaningful challenges, don't waste your time with Piers Anthony.  If you're
looking for trash, and aren't put off by a few stylistic quirks including
shallow characterization, a juvenile attitude towards women, obsessive
patterning of the story, and a tendency for characters to determine the
fate of the galaxy by challenging each other to a game of monopoly or such
like, Anthony writes *good* trash.  Bear in mind that these books are
written primarily for younger readers, and written down, at that: The
ethical dimension of Anthony's writing is pronounced, but it's shallow and
simplistic.

None of which means that you won't enjoy his books.  Millions do.  I do.
Sometimes.  The important rule to remember is to start at the beginning of
a series, and not to expect a declining series to get better.  I haven't
tried to be exhaustive in listing Anthony's novels or even in listing his
series. It's more useful to think of Piers Anthony's books as a commodity,
in the sense that a Harlequin romance is a commodity: The question isn't
"which are the good ones?" so much as "do I feel like reading one?"  One of
his books is about as good as another for answering that question.

Author:       Anthony, Piers
Title:        Macroscope

Series:   The Xanth Series
Series:   Incarnations of Immortality
Series:   The Apprentice Adept
Series:   Battle Circle
Series:   Bio of a Space Tyrant
Series:   Cluster

Title:    Triple Detente
Title:    Prostho Plus
Title:    Steppe
Title:    If I Pay Thee Not in Gold
Comments: The last coauthored with Mercedes Lackey

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 14:20:24 GMT
From: eaobrien@vax1.tcd.ie
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Constantine query

   Over my Christmas break, I got hold of, read and much enjoyed _Burying
the Shadow_, by Storm Constantine. Could someone please mail me brief
spoiler-free reviews of anything else she has written ?
 
Many thanks.

Emmet

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 22:52:35 GMT
From: palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com (John J. Palmer )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Constantine query

I have read The Enchantments of Flesh and Spirit, first in a Trilogy. I did
not greatly enjoy it. Its interesting: pseudoESP/magic, alternative sex
(hermaphrodites) and the powerful (wizard) grooming the unknown boy/king
type plot.

What I didn't like about it was that I could not really identify with the
main character(s).  They are all males that have gone through this
transformation into hermaphrodite beings, okay fine, interesting but, (this
is where that author comes in) they spend a lot of dialogue and thought on
complimenting each other on how nice they look (clothes, hair) and saying
(he) is so beautiful...  ???!

This is where it fell apart as a story for me. Storm perhaps let too much
of her own personality? (too much feminine priorities?) take over too much
of the center of the story. This may be fine and relevant for some friends
of mine, but left me exasperated with the characters and unable to relate
to progression or direction of the plot. (Which, since it seemed like a
fairly well-known plot, left me saying, Get on with it already!)

Hey, Storm is breaking new ground, (alt.sex, etc.) it just didn't do
anything for me.

John J. Palmer
MDA-SSD M&P
palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 13:27:39 GMT
From: vanyel@crl.com (Paul W. Cashman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Constantine query

eaobrien@vax1.tcd.ie writes:
>Over my Christmas break, I got hold of, read and much enjoyed _Burying the
>Shadow_, by Storm Constantine. Could someone please mail me brief
>spoiler-free reviews of anything else she has written ?

Spoiler-free reviews?  That's almost an oxymoron.  In my case, it's fairly
easy to do, since I haven't had a chance to read my newest Constantine
acquisitions.  :)

First the stuff I know and like:  

The Wraeththu trilogy:
THE ENCHANTMENTS OF FLESH AND SPIRIT
THE BEWITCHMENTS OF LOVE AND HATE
THE FULFILMENTS OF FATE AND DESIRE

Originally from Tor in paperback here, and in hardback and trade paper from
British publishers (MacDonald, Orbit).  Now collected as a trade paperback
omnibus entitled WRAETHTHU from Tor here in the States.  THESE I have read,
and I enjoyed them quite a bit.  I recommend them, although some might find
it a bit hard to identify with the main characters after their
transformation into Wraeththu.  Of the three books above, I think I enjoyed
the middle book the most.  The trilogy enjoys a fairly strong fannish
component from gay fandom, judging from activity on IRC.

(To the person who read the first book and didn't enjoy it much, note that
the plots and the primary characters in the following books are not the
same as in ENCHANTMENTS; maybe they're worth a re-read for you.)

Other stuff: 
"An Elemental Tale" was good, a short story published in the Storm
Constantine Information Service's INCEPTION clubzine.

Other novels:

HERMETECH
THE MONSTROUS REGIMENT
BURYING THE SHADOW (good, huh?  I have a copy here but I'm afraid to
open it; sent by a friend in the UK)
SIGN FOR THE SACRED

I haven't read these yet, so my reviews will be short on both content and
spoilers :), basically, "they exist."  :) I have the above except for
MONSTROUS REGIMENT; I received them recently but am very afraid to open
them, since they're scarce in the States to say the least.

She's very much active in publishing right now; she's had recent stuff
published in the new NEW WORLDS prozine, and she has made a submission for
at least one US themed anthology of late.

Paul W. Cashman
vanyel@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 14:05:17 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Constantine query

vanyel@crl.com (Paul W. Cashman) writes:
>The Wraeththu trilogy:
>THE ENCHANTMENTS OF FLESH AND SPIRIT
>THE BEWITCHMENTS OF LOVE AND HATE
>THE FULFILMENTS OF FATE AND DESIRE
>
>Originally from Tor in paperback here, and in hardback and trade paper
>from British publishers (MacDonald, Orbit).  Now collected as a trade
>paperback omnibus entitled WRAETHTHU from Tor here in the States.

Actually, from Orb, an imprint of Tom Doherty Associates, Inc.  WRAETHTHU,
ISBN 0-312-89000-1, 800 pp., $17.95.

I mention the specific imprint because some bookstore clerks will blank out
on you if you ask for a Tor book of that name.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------
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Date: 17 Jan 94 14:28:53 GMT
From: dac@prolix.apana.org.au (Andrew Clayton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Against a Dark Background

This isn't a review. More of a 'hey, I read this neat book' article.

Iain M.  Banks's 'latest' SF novel, _Against a Dark Background_, was one of
the five excellent novels I read during the past month.

Mr. Banks is a coherent wand of light, blazing in the sky of SF authors -
hard SF, warped characters, black [some would say 'sick'] humour, and a
whole lot of action. {IMAO}

The good guys usually get it in the end, and without spoiling anything, it
is again a case of 'don't care for any character too deeply'.

I was led to believe that AGADB was another Culture novel - set in the
utopian galaxay-spanning Culture society, with its Minds, sentient robot
'drones', and plethora of devices, large and small.

But it isn't.  I might be in the same universe, but the Culture doesn't get
a mention.

The book is set in a star system that is embedded in a dark nebula.  One
star, and several life-supporing planets.  The population of the major
planet have been 'civilised' for at least 20,000 years.  Civilisation is a
loose term.  War is commonplace, even ritualized, and earlier civilizations
with a far greater control over things physical, have passed on, and left a
few devices around that are unreproducable, inexplicable, and very
powerful. The current civilisation(s) have interplanetary space travel, but
interstellar voyages aren't possible with their technology.

One of the artifacts from a past age is The Lazy Gun - it kills whatever
it's aimed for but, you'll have to read the book to find out how.  There
were eight Lazy guns created, but only one remains, and nobody knows where
it is.

Our heroine, Sharrow, is an aristo, and ex-finder of artifacts.  She and
her group of mercenary friends have previously located a Lazy Gun, and for
a decent wodge of money, did the right thing, and gave it to the World
Council, with disasterous consequences involving the leveling of part of a
major city.  ['I nuked NY?']

A lunatic religious cult [the Horza?  one of many] has taken out an
assasination contract upon Sharrow, in order to satisfy some prophecy which
will come to pass on the dodecamillenium [year 20,000].

The story concerns Sharrow, and her quest to find the last Lazy Gun, and
thus nullify the contract placed upon her life.

If you haven't read Banks before, you'll probably be surprised at some of
the twists and turns the story takes.  Certainly his yoyoing between the
present and the past takes some getting used to.  Veteran readers of Banks'
work will no doubt find everything comfortably similar to his past books.
The bad guys are kind of bad, and the good guys are kind of bad too, but
you like them more even so.

There are those who have had their thrill-glands shot off by Banks, and are
claiming to be less awed by his later works - certainly this book doesn't
have the impact of _Consider Phlebas_, or the gratuitous bizarreness of
_The Wasp Factory_, but it's still comfortably within the 10% of books
inhabiting the better side of Sturgeon's well known aphorism.

David Andrew Clayton
dac@prolix.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 17:55:58 GMT
From: leifmk@nova.pvv.unit.no (Leif Magnar Kj|nn|y)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Against a Dark Background

Possible mild spoilers below.  

Andrew Clayton <dac@prolix.apana.org.au> wrote:
>Iain M.  Banks's 'latest' SF novel, _Against a Dark Background_, was one
>of the five excellent novels I read during the past month.

Agreed upon the excellence, although I think I maybe like the Culture
novels infinitesimally more.  Side question: Which were the four others?

[Stuff deleted]

>I was led to believe that AGADB was another Culture novel - set in the
>utopian galaxay-spanning Culture society, with its Minds, sentient robot
>'drones', and plethora of devices, large and small.
>
>But it isn't.  I might be in the same universe, but the Culture doesn't
>get a mention.

True, although there are several very suspicious circumstances which might
lead one to believe that, perhaps, the Culture is lurking in the background
anyway.

>The book is set in a star system that is embedded in a dark nebula.  One
>star, and several life-supporing planets.  The population of the major
>planet have been 'civilised' for at least 20,000 years.  Civilisation is a
>loose term.  War is commonplace, even ritualized, and earlier
>civilizations with a far greater control over things physical, have passed
>on, and left a few devices around that are unreproducable, inexplicable,
>and very powerful. The current civilisation(s) have interplanetary space
>travel, but interstellar voyages aren't possible with their technology.

AFAIK, the star system isn't in a dark nebula.  It's worse than that.  It's
all alone by itself in intergalactic space, with a distance on the order of
a million light years to the nearest other star system.  This is why they
can't cross interstellar space; the technology jump required is just too
great.  Remember, this civilization has been interplanetary for seven
thousand years.

Anyway, the following data points are enough to arouse suspicion:

* A star system has formed in intergalactic space.

* This star system is capable of sustaining life on not only one, but
  several planets (which is possible, but not all that likely, I guess).

* The star system is populated by what, for all practical purposes, appears
  to be humans, and they seem to have evolved separately (which might mean
  that someone/something has made it look that way, as well).  This is
  another characteristic shared with many star systems in the Culture
  universe.

Still, nothing definite has appeared yet....

>One of the artifacts from a past age is The Lazy Gun - it kills whatever
>it's aimed for but, you'll have to read the book to find out how.  There
>were eight Lazy guns created, but only one remains, and nobody knows where
>it is.

The bit about the fabulous AI that (probably) created the Lazy Guns in the
first place is indeed suspicious.  It doesn't sound too dissimilar from a
Culture Mind.  Also, the description of the Lazy Guns does indicate a level
of technology on a par with the best the Culture has to offer.

[Stuff deleted]

>A lunatic religious cult [the Horza?  one of many] has taken out an
>assasination contract upon Sharrow, in order to satisfy some prophecy
>which will come to pass on the dodecamillenium [year 20,000].

Surely, you must have misremembered the name of the cult, I hope?  'Horza'
is part of the name of the main character in _Consider Phlebas_....  But
I'll be damned if I can remember what the cult was called, either.

leifmk@kari.fm.unit.no
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Date: 18 Jan 94 10:50:21 GMT
From: eaobrien@vax1.tcd.ie
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Against A Dark Background

   Banks is reported to have said that there is one sentence in _AaDB_
which *proves* it is set in the Culture universe.. but do you think he'd
tell us where ?

Emmet

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 14:26:37 GMT
From: kenm@festival.ed.ac.uk (K MacLeod)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Against A Dark Background

eaobrien@vax1.tcd.ie wrote:
>Banks is reported to have said that there is one sentence in _AaDB_ which
>*proves* it is set in the Culture universe.. but do you think he'd tell us
>where ?

Be interesting to know where Banks is reported to have said this, because
it ain't so. _AaDB_ takes place in an isolated solar system, with the
nearest galaxies millions of light-years away. And the Culture doesn't have
intergalactic travel. So there can be no connection with the Culture
stories.

Ken MacLeod

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 15:17:07 GMT
From: kenm@festival.ed.ac.uk (K MacLeod)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Against a Dark Background

Leif Magnar Kj|nn|y (leifmk@nova.pvv.unit.no) wrote:
[deletions]
>...there are several very suspicious circumstances which might lead one to
>believe that, perhaps, the Culture is lurking in the background anyway.
 
[more deletions]

>The bit about the fabulous AI that (probably) created the Lazy Guns in the
>first place is indeed suspicious.  It doesn't sound too dissimilar from a
>Culture Mind.  Also, the description of the Lazy Guns does indicate a
>level of technology on a par with the best the Culture has to offer.

Against this I would suggest: 

1. The best the Culture has to offer, however, doesn't include
inter-galactic travel.
2. The book has been marketed (at least in the UK)
as 'a non-Culture SF novel'. Would an advertiser lie? :)

Basically, any SF novel that Banks writes which is set outside the Culture,
but includes 'humans', ultra-advanced technology and AI, could be suspected
of being in the Culture universe. In a trivial sense this could be so, but
there need be no connection with the Culture stories.  In this case, by
setting it in a stellar system so isolated that the galaxies look like
fuzzy stars, Banks has made the absence of a connection more or less
unbreakable (so to speak). It also fits in with the theme of isolation, and
with the implacability of events, which form the 'dark background' itself.
 
Ken MacLeod

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 16:30:14 GMT
From: irbohlen@med.unc.edu (Ivis Reed Bohlen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gillian Bradshaw

Has Gillian Bradshaw written anything since The Horses of Heaven?  I
noticed it has appeared in paperback and wondered if that foreshadowed a
new hardback from her.

Ivis Reed Bohlen
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
irbohlen@med.unc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 94 00:57:42 GMT
From: ayjay@netcom.com (AJ Casamento)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gillian Bradshaw

Ivis Reed Bohlen (irbohlen@med.unc.edu) wrote:
>Has Gillian Bradshaw written anything since The Horses of Heaven?  

I would suggest her version of the Arthur legend:

   Hawk_of_May
   Kingdom_of_Summer
   In_Winters_Shadow

I liked the series a lot (but I'm a sucker for Arthurian legend).

AJ Casamento
I/O WORKS, Inc.
223 Purissima Road
Woodside, CA 94062
ayjay@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 07:37:52 GMT
From: kahogan@ucsee.eecs.berkeley.edu (Kevin A. Hogan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brian Daley -- Where is he recently?

I'm passing along a question from my father.  He hasn't been able to find
any recent works from Brian Daley.  Is he still writing, somewhere?  If so,
what's his latest project?

Any answers are appreciated.

Kevin
kahogan@ucsee.EECS.berkeley.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 94 01:07:12 GMT
From: horneugn@cwis.isu.edu (HORNE_EUGNIA_LEE)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brian Daley -- Where is he recently?

The latest information on Brian Daley that I've been able to track down is
that Floyt/Fitzhugh are in limbo, awaiting their second set of adventures,
while Mr. Daley is collaborating with another author (I forget who) using
the name "Jack McKinney" and writing Robotech novels and other things.

If anyone should know Mr. Daley, I have a few dozen questions about the
fates of Floyt/Fitzhugh and Company.  If I can't know their fates, can I
have a least a "Penny dreadful" by Bombastico Herdmann?  ("Hobart Floyt and
Alacrity Fitzhugh Challenge the Amazon Flame Goddesses of the Galactic
Fringe" would be nice.)  

Eugenia Horne
horneugn@cwis.isu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 23:55:16 GMT
From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: STRONG SPIRITS by Elisa DeCarlo

		      STRONG SPIRITS by Elisa DeCarlo
	  Ace, ISBN 0-380-77405-4, January 1994, 151pp, US$4.50.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   This is apparently the prequel to DeCarlo's earlier book, THE DEVIL YOU
SAY, since that deals with the adventures of two characters who meet in
this book.  I heard DeCarlo read some of THE DEVIL YOU SAY on "Hour of the
Wolf" on WBAI radio and that was part of what made me pick up this book:
the P. G. Wodehouse influence is not immediately obvious from the cover.
(The cover is reminiscent of that of Nina Kiriki Hoffman's THREAD THAT
BINDS, but here the whimsical effect is accurate to the book.)

   This is the story of Aubrey Arbuthnot, good-for-nothing playboy, whom
his father's death has left somewhat impoverished, and his adventures with
ghosts, spiritualists, hell hounds, and music hall singers.  Playing Jeeves
to Aubrey's Wooster is Hornchurch, a gentleman's gentleman and clearly the
more intelligent of the pair.  Though the story attempts a serious tone and
a bit of horror for its climax, even that gives way to the general
frivolity of the book.  All in all, this is a pleasant little book in a
delightfully refined style.

Title:      Strong Spirits
Author:     Elisa DeCarlo
City:       New York
Date:       January 1994
Publisher:  Ace
Comments:   paperback, US$4.50
Order Info: ISBN 0-380-77405-4
Pages:      151pp
Series:     Arbuthnot & Hornchurch
Volume:     2

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 15:25:07 GMT
From: jade@tct.com (Jo Davidsmeyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: _Dark Mirror_, a Trek novel

	  _Dark Mirror_ - a new Star Trek novel from Pocket Books
			a review by James Thaggard
 
I hate to admit it in public, but I am old enough that I actually saw my
first Star Trek episode when it originally aired on NBC. I looked forward
to each Star Trek motion picture and religiously saw them on their opening
dates. Yet only in the last year have I read any of the Star Trek novels.
Although I consider many of the early paperbacks dumb at best and
pronographic at worst, I enjoyed two writers in particular: A. C. Crispin
(_Yesterday's Son_) and Diane Duane (_Spock's World_).

I approach Star Trek books differently than other novels. I already know
these characters: I see them, I hear them, I feel them. In a Trek book I
wish to see a three- or four-part episode unfold in my mind as I delve
deeper into the rich characterizations of the crews I have grown to
consider friends.

In Diane Duane's _Dark Mirror_, nearly one hundred years have passed since
Kirk, Bones, Uhura, and Scotty beamed aboard the Imperial Enterprise in the
classic episode "Mirror, Mirror." Ignoring our Captain Kirk's advice to
their Mr. Spock, the Empire has gone on to seek out and kill new life,
conquer and subjugate new civilizations, and boldly slaughter where no one
had slaughtered before. With no new worlds to add to their Empire, the ISS
Enterprise has come to our universe to do the same.

*** MINOR SPOILERS ***

Once onboard the alternate Enterprise, Captain Picard, Deanna Troi, and
Geordi LaForge find a dark, distorted reflection of their own universe.
The Empire never knew a Q, the Borg, or Data. But the Empire plays host to
a resentful Number One, a surly La Forge, a Barclay who is both
self-confident and deadly, and a Beverly Crusher who is the Captain's
woman. The most disturbing change is in Deanna Troi, who uses her Betazed
powers as an all too efficient Imperial Security Officer. The dual Deannas
are both the heroine and villainess of the piece.

Captain Picard is a voracious reader in both universes. "Our" Picard's
browsing through the dark universe's library provides the book's most
chilling moments. Glacing through a volume of Shakespeare, Picard reads in
horror as The Merchant of Venice's Portia serves not as a defender but as a
prosecutor. ("The quality of mercy must be earned / And not strewn gratis
on the common ground.")

*** END OF SPOILERS ***

So can the brave crew of "our" Enterprise accomplish the impossible and
save the universe from this unspeakable threat in just 337 pages? Of
course! You may wish you could "warp" through the first third of this
novel. The beginning moves distressingly slow. The cover promises an
alternate universe, and I was impatient to get to it. But Ms. Duane
inflicts us with intrusive sub-plots involving a friendly, lovable, and
unbelievable Federation scientist dolphin, a running discussion of the
merits of Klingon and Earth operas, and some dull (but vital) techno-
babble about "hyperstrings." But, finally, after about one hundred pages,
we're off the see the Empire, and what a wonderful journey it is.  (***)

[note: this review appears in the February issue of Strange New Worlds,
reprinted here with permission]

Jo Davidsmeyer
Publisher, STRANGE NEW WORLDS (a semiprozine)
PO Box 223
Tallevast FL 34270
jad@tct.com
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Gabaldon (4 msgs) & Gibson (2 msgs) &
                       Hamilton & Hauser & Hawke (4 msgs) &
                       Modesitt, Jr. (2 msgs) & Shaw

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 19:35:23 GMT
From: marotta@ljsrv2.enet.dec.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dragonfly in Amber

I am wading through this tome, which is in paperback (all 950-odd pages of
it), by Diana Gabaldon.  Have you heard of it?  It has a bit of
"time-travel" in it.  My question is: "Is this a sequel to her previous
book, 'Highlander'?"

I am certain that a lot is taken for granted about the reader's familiarity
with the prior events in the plot.  Unfortunately, nowhere does it indicate
that this story is continued from "Highlander."  Of course, with time
travel, the reader has to be clever and patient with flashbacks (in this
case, flashbacks during flashbacks).  But I can't make any honest judgement
about this book until I know whether I am missing information because I
didn't read "Highlander."

Mary

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 20:43:37 GMT
From: Mary_B_Oldham@ccmail.jpl.nasa.gov (Mary Oldham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dragonfly in Amber

marotta@ljsrv2.enet.DEC.COM wrote:
> I am wading through this tome, which is in paperback (all 950-odd pages
> of it), by Diana Gabaldon.  Have you heard of it?  It has a bit of
> "time-travel" in it.  My question is: "Is this a sequel to her previous
> book, 'Highlander'?"

Yes, "Dragonfly in Amber" is definitely a sequel to "Outlander" by Diana
Gabaldon.  I wouldn't imagine that the sequel would be much fun to read
without having read the first book.  By the way, I just finished
"Outlander" and it was fun reading.

The triligy will be finished this year when "Voyager" is published.  This
is the conclusion to the time travel series.

Mary

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 21:48:45 GMT
From: calderon4@llnl.gov (Phetsy Calderon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dragonfly in Amber

marotta@ljsrv2.enet.DEC.COM writes:
>My question is: "Is this a sequel to her previous book, 'Highlander'?"

Yes, it most certainly is. The 3rd book in the series, Voyager, is just out
in hardbook. Dragonlfy & Highlander were both, IMHO, nice juicy reads. BTW,
if you enjoy these books, you might like Judith Merkle Riley's A Vision of
Light and In Pursuit of the Green Lion.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 01:01:17 GMT
From: ALINE.THOMPSON@mogur.com (aline thompson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dragonfly in Amber

Outlander, ma'am, not Highlander.  "Outlander" is in paperback also.  Read
it first or you'll never quite understand Claire and Jamie, et al.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 21:56:27 GMT
From: lai@ee.ualberta.ca (Stephen Lai)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gibson's Neuromancer Series

Does anybody out there know if William Gibson will write another book for
the Neuromancer/Count Zero/Mona Lisa Overdrive series.  Is there already a
book out that continues from where Mona left off?

Stephen Lai
University of Alberta, Canada
lai@bode.ee.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 01:18:55 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gibson's Neuromancer Series

Gibson has said many times that he has no intention of writing a sequel to
his trilogy.  He's not thinking about it, he doesn't wan't to see it, he
will not write it.  He has also said that he has no intention of writing
any more stories with the character 'Molly' involved.  He's happy to just
let Molly amble off into the sunset.

However, Gibson has also said more than once that if he ever got into a
financial bind, he would indeed write such a story for the money.  He's
pragmatic to the end.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 94 06:30:13 GMT
From: sandyh@world.std.com (Sandra J Hutchinson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Edmond Hamilton fans?

Are there any other fans of Edmond Hamilton's Starwolf series out there?

Does anyone know of contemporary authors who might be working with similar
themes?

Are any of his other works still in print?

Sandra Hutchinson
sandyh@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 94 07:52:57 GMT
From: ROBERTS%DECUS@mimas.arc.ab.ca (Rob Slade)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "The Hawthorne Group" by Hauser

Tor/Tom Doherty Assoc.
175 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY  10010
USA
"The Hawthorne Group", Hauser, 1991, 0-812-51342-8
 
It's hard to consider that incisive analysis might come from a book which,
in 1991, refers to Telex as a major high tech information source and talks
of "faxograms".  It is also hard to believe in the data security of a firm
which uses six digit numeric codes as an access key (with no password
backup) and, in addition, chooses them from significant dates in the users'
past.
 
For a thriller involving a "high tech everything" company and the NSA there
is very little technology involved.  After much is made about access codes
and cards, initially, the only further mention for the next hundred or more
pages is the assignment of a new access code when it becomes necessary for
the heroine to operate the paper shredder.  (Oh, please.  And, while we are
on the subject of office procedures, who ever heard of a major organization
with only ten clerical workers, not so much as an office manager, and no
office politics.)  In one instance a character does give a reasonable
description of a DES decrypting machine.  In another, the NSA manages to
"introduce" a virus into the Hawthorne Group's computers.  (Oh, no!  It's
the AF/91 virus again!)  (The first edition of the book was May of 1991.)
 
It is extremely difficult to care what happens to any of the protagonists.
The good guys are not so much lifelike as sordid, the bad guys are not so
much evil as humourless.  The heroine is apparently talented enough as an
actress never to have had to take a day job, and yet, she has no self
esteem.  The hero is a young John Wayne who upbraids thugs for bumping
people: he has all the personal sensitivity of a block of concrete.
 
The plot is not developed so much as propelled by arbitrary fits and
starts.  Major developments follow from no internal logic.  In spite of the
disjointedness, however, there is no surprise or tension leading up to a
"surprise" ending that is supposed to be a shocker.  By that time, though,
you simply don't care.
 
("The Cuckoo's Egg" has a recipe for chocolate chip cookies: this book has
a recipe for hot fudge sauce.)  (Plus an acrostic.)
 
copyright Robert M. Slade, 1993   

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 94 11:14:44 GMT
From: els323d@fawlty8.eng.monash.edu.au (Mr W.A. Tall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Time Wars" series...any fans...

Are there any fans of the "Time Wars" series by Simon Hawke out there, or
am I alone in my appreciation of this mind blowing and thoroughly
captivating science fiction series...?????

I would like to know...hopefully you are all out there somewhere.

Will Tall
Melbourne, Australia
els323d@ccds.cc.monash.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 94 21:59:28 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Time Wars" series...any fans...

els323d@fawlty8.eng.monash.edu.au (Mr W.A. Tall) writes:
> Are there any fans of the "Time Wars" series by Simon Hawke out there, 

Here's one; I bought it book by book, and gave my brother the first book
for Xmas '92; his reaction was to grumble (after he'd read it) that *now*
he had to go search through the used bookstores to find the rest in order
(last I heard he hadn't found #2 yet) because it looked like he was going
to *like* the dratted series...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 94 01:30:22 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Time Wars" series...any fans...

"Simon Hawke" is actually Nick, or Nicholas, Yermakov.  Despite the name,
he's not some furrin commie scum, but a relatively goodoleboy home-grown
amurrican.

Some years agone, he noticed his books weren't selling too well, and had an
attack of good sense; this resulted in him using several names on different
books and series, and experiencing enjoyable benefits thereby, in that more
people bought his books; when they weren't expecting yet another tedious
translation of some plodding Russian SF effort (which, in truth, could well
have been magnificent in Russian and ruined by the translator, as is often
the case!) ...  they were willing to take a closer look at his stuff.
 
The "TIME WARS" books, with major framing milieu, are:
 
THE IVANHOE GAMBIT          (Ace, 1984)  (Ivanhoe, Robin Hood)
THE TIMEKEEPER CONSPIRACY   (Ace, 1984)  (The Three Musketeers)
THE ZENDA VENDETTA          (Ace, 1985)  (Prisoner of Zenda)
THE NAUTILUS SANCTION       (Ace, 1985)  (20,000 Leagues)
THE KHYBER CONNECTION       (Ace, 1986)  (Gunga Din)
THE ARGONAUT AFFAIR         (Ace, 1987)  (Jason & the Argonauts)
THE DRACULA CAPER           (Ace, 1988)  (Dracula, H.G. Wells )
THE LILLIPUT LEGION         (Ace, 1989)  (Gulliver's Travels)
THE HELLFIRE REBELLION      (Ace, 1990)  (American revolution)
THE CLEOPATRA AFFAIR        (Ace, 1990)  (Caesar & Cleopatra)
THE SIX-GUN SOLUTION        (Ace, 1991)  (Tombstone - OK Corral)

What Yermakov did was make a list of every adventure novel he'd ever really
loved, and then design a series format that would allow him to dump his
characters into the middle of it.  Further, he rationalized this format in
such a way that he could justify using both REAL and FICTIONAL characters
and events.  (The idea is that, after time travel is discovered,
researchers discover that the fluidity of history, and embedded errors in
historical information, have hidden the fact that some myths are closer to
what actually happened...)  In places where there was a chance of confusion
between reality and fiction, he punctiliously provided a detailed
afterward, discussing where he'd taken liberties, and giving his research
sources.  And he did a *lot* of research.
 
Since he's imaginative, creative, and possessed of a manic sense of humor,
bits of movies, TV shows, known history, apocryphal history, novels, tall
stories, and four-thousand- year-old myths found their way into the
stories.
  
Then, when he got bored, he added more plotlines... parallel universes,
deus ex machina characters, custom-made life forms, nanobot viruses that
turn normal people into werewolves, duplicates of slain heroes, several
varieties of kitchen sinks, and danged near every SF yarn ever written,
with the possible exception of "ROCKY JONES, SPACE RANGER."
 
As a result of this, the series got so loose and uncontrolled for a few
novels that I don't think it's too much to say that it got completely away
from him in the years '87-'89.  Fortunately, even when he had his
underlying plotlines going in nine directions at once, the books were STILL
fun to read.  By the last couple, he'd tightened things back down again,
and things were a bit more coherent as he wound up the series.  The last
three books seem to owe a bit more to historical research than to fiction.
 
Unfortunately, in his windup, he missed out on several neat ideas that
would have made the series resolution vastly more satisfying and amusing.
 
However, "THE SIX-GUN SOLUTION" is definitely a nice job.  One of the fun
things about TSGS is that, when I got into an argument over the historical
accuracy of the movie, "TOMBSTONE," all I had to do was go to TSGS, and
look up the reference books Yermakov had used as his sources, and been kind
enough to list in his afterward.  So the book paid for itself many times
over; not only did I get my money's worth out of reading it, but it saved
me a couple of days' time in the library winning a fifty-dollar bet on a
couple of minor details the moviemakers played loose with.

If you have any fondness at all for the classics of adventure and
imaginative fiction, these twelve books are the most joyous homage to them
you'll ever encounter.  I hope they stay in print a long time, and pay off
Yermakov's castle, or whatever.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 15:03:03 GMT
From: rancke@diku.dk (Hans Rancke-Madsen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Time Wars" series...any fans... [Mild spoilers]

I'm running a time travel RPG campaign loosely inspired by this series. I
changed the background (I consider the time wars themselves a fairly
unconvincing concept) but have used the events freely. Obviously some
things wer changed by the substitution of the PCs for the actual heroes
(Andre de la Croix was left unconscious in a gutter in Paris 1625, and
nobody remembered about her ;-). I alternate one "Time Wars" adventure per
homegrown adventure, and the next adventure will be "The Nautilus
Sanction". Lots of fun yet to come.
 
>The "TIME WARS" books, with major framing milieu, are:
> 
>THE IVANHOE GAMBIT          (Ace, 1984)  (Ivanhoe, Robin Hood)
>THE TIMEKEEPER CONSPIRACY   (Ace, 1984)  (The Three Musketeers)
>THE ZENDA VENDETTA          (Ace, 1985)  (Prisoner of Zenda)

THE PIMPERNEL PLOT	     (Ace, 1985? ;-) (The Scarlet Pimpernel)

>THE NAUTILUS SANCTION       (Ace, 1985)  (20,000 Leagues)
>THE KHYBER CONNECTION       (Ace, 1986)  (Gunga Din)
>THE ARGONAUT AFFAIR         (Ace, 1987)  (Jason & the Argonauts)
>THE DRACULA CAPER           (Ace, 1988)  (Dracula, H.G. Wells )
>THE LILLIPUT LEGION         (Ace, 1989)  (Gulliver's Travels)
>THE HELLFIRE REBELLION      (Ace, 1990)  (American revolution)
>THE CLEOPATRA AFFAIR        (Ace, 1990)  (Caesar & Cleopatra)
>THE SIX-GUN SOLUTION        (Ace, 1991)  (Tombstone - OK Corral)

>Unfortunately, in his windup, he missed out on several neat ideas that
>would have made the series resolution vastly more satisfying and amusing.

One plot device I dreamed up myself and am going to use eventually is
having one of the Drakov clones find incontestable evidence that he is,
indeed, a clone, and get so upset that he decides to help the Time Service
get rid of the real one (He'll fail, of course, but a friendly, helpful
Drakov will really freak the PCs out ;-).

>However, "THE SIX-GUN SOLUTION" is definitely a nice job. 

I was very disapoointed with it. First of all for letting some really
promising plot lines (from previous stories) dangle, secondly for being
unusually boring. It read more like an essay on the shootout with a few
"Time Wars" frills added than a "Time Wars" adventure.  I'm sure it would
have interested me a lot more if I had cared at all about that incident.

>If you have any fondness at all for the classics of adventure and
>imaginative fiction, these twelve books are the most joyous homage to them
>you'll ever encounter.

Do be aware that he takes quite a lot of liberties with the books he pays
homage to. This is not necessarily a bad thing, but I _was_ a bit miffed
when he telescoped the events of 9 months in "The Three Musketeers" into a
few weeks. It was still a good story, mind you.

Hans Rancke
University of Copenhagen
rancke@diku.dk

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 94 17:49:38 GMT
From: lennon@ac.dal.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L. E. Modesitt Jr. Info Please

L. E. Modesitt has written "The Magic of Recluse" and it's sequel/prequel,
"The Towers of the Sunset". That latter came out in hardcover in the summer
of 1992 (aug, 1992).

I would like to know if another sequel is planned, or if "The Towers" was
the last book in that series.
 
Thanks for any assistance.
 
R. K. Gandhi
lennon@ac.dal.ca

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 94 18:55:25 GMT
From: ben@spcuna.spc.edu (Ben Cohen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L. E. Modesitt Jr. Info Please

lennon@ac.dal.ca writes:
>I would like to know if another sequel is planned, or if "The Towers" was
>the last book in that series.

According to the author, there are more books in the Recluse series coming
out. He's planning "The Magic Engineer" for March, '94, and "The Order War"
for January, '95. "Engineer" is the story of Dorrin and the building of the
city of Nylan while "Order War" is about the younger days of Justen and the
fall of Fairhaven.
   Additionally, he's planning a direct sequel to "Recluse" itself,
tentatively titled "The Death of Chaos", and scheduled for delivery to the
publisher in mid-94.
   Finally, he's got another book "Of Tangible Ghosts" about an alternate
universe where ghosts are semi-tangible, which should be out in hardcover
in the fall of '94.

Ben Cohen
St. Peter's College	
Jersey City, NJ  USA
ben@st.canard.spc.edu
...!rutgers!spcvxb!ben

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 14:02:21 GMT
From: gbell@festival.ed.ac.uk (G Bell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What's Bob Shaw been up to?

He's written a sequel to "Who Goes Here" called "Warren Peace", which was
originally to be the title of the former. Also in a special issue of
Interzone last year he intimated that he may begin work on a fantasy series
as an experiment.

Here's the publication details of "Warren Peace", sorry they're for the UK
edition:

Warren Peace / Bob Shaw
London : Gollancz, 1993
ISBN 0575049189

           
Graham Bell
Bibliographic Services
Edinburgh University Library
George Square
Edinburgh EH8 9LJ
G.Bell@festival.ed.ac.uk
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Niven (3 msgs) & Norton (4 msgs) &
                        Spider Robinson (4 msgs) & 
                        Simak (2 msgs) & William Simmons & 
                        Zelazny (2 msgs) & Borderlands (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 12:39:03 GMT
From: keithm@wumpus.cc.uow.edu.au (Keith Marshall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Larry Niven and Corbell

Larry Niven wrote a short story called 'Down and Out' in 1976 about a
character called Corbell who comes out of cryogenesis and is immediately
given a mission to seed planets. He then ignores the mission and takes the
ship on a trip to see the center of the galaxy.

Anyway, I believe that he wrote some other short stories and maybe some
books about this character.

Thanks.

keithm@wampyr.cc.uow.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 94 03:29:09 GMT
From: r3dlb1@dax.cc.uakron.edu (David L Burkhead )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Larry Niven and Corbell

   I don't know about any short stories, but there was a novel WORLD OUT OF
TIME that dealt with exactly the premise you described.

David L. Burkhead
r3dlb1@dax.cc.uakron.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 94 18:17:22 GMT
From: mab@panix.com (Michael A. Burstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Larry Niven and Corbell

r3dlb1@dax.cc.uakron.edu (David L Burkhead) wrote:
>I don't know about any short stories, but there was a novel WORLD OUT OF
>TIME that dealt with exactly the premise you described.

As far as I remember, the short story described was called RAMMER, which
was then expanded into the novel WORLD OUT OF TIME. (IMHO, the short story
was stronger.) RAMMER can be found in either N-SPACE or PLAYGROUNDS OF THE
MIND, I forget which.

Michael A. Burstein
mab@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 19:09:02 GMT
From: lrucker@parcplace.com (Lee Ann Rucker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: Andre Norton -- Part I

Did she ever write anything under the name "Andrew Norton"?  My boyfriend
recalls reading a few books by that author and thought they might actually
be by Andre Norton - they were fairly old, possibly written before the
60's.

If that's not her, anyone know anything about "Andrew Norton"?

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 05:46:55 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: Andre Norton -- Part I

lrucker@parcplace.com (Lee Ann Rucker) writes:
> Did she ever write anything under the name "Andrew Norton"?  
>...
> If that's not her, anyone know anything about "Andrew Norton"?

I only saw two short stories under the name "Andrew Norton," but "Andrew
North" showed up on a lot of her books for a while.

If memory serves, the "Andrew North"s were the Interstellar Trader series,
and possibly the Time Trader books... (?)

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 94 17:10:35 GMT
From: young@epas.utoronto.ca (A. Young)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: Andre Norton -- Part I

I am pretty sure that the Time Traders series appeared under the name Andre
Norton. I don't think she used Andrew North after the fifties. I am
confused about when she actually changed her name (I presume by deed poll).
I am told she did this in the 30s when writing boys stories but if so, I
don't understand why as late as the fifties and sixties her name was listed
in some library catalogues as Alice Mary Norton with Andre Norton and
Andrew North given as pen-names. Several years ago I encountered an
annotated bibliography of her books which I browsed but did not buy and it
said she was originally a children's librarian from Cleveland Ohio but was
now (i.e., sometime in the 80s) living in Florida. If she began writing in
the 30s, she must be rather old by now (70s or 80s) - is all this in the
FAQ and I have just missed it?

Dr. Abigail Ann Young
Records of Early English Drama
Victoria College
University of Toronto
young@epas.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 94 18:19:12 GMT
From: donh@netcom.com (Don Harlow)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: Andre Norton -- Part I

young@epas.utoronto.ca (A. Young) writes:
>I am pretty sure that the Time Traders series appeared under the name
>Andre Norton. I don't think she used Andrew North after the fifties. I

The four Time Traders novels, the first of which first appeared in the late
1950's, were definitely "Andre Norton" novels; that name was already fairly
well known among science-fiction readers of the time.

>living in Florida. If she began writing in the 30s, she must be rather old
>by now (70s or 80s) - is all this in the FAQ and I have just missed it?

I don't know about the 30's, but her first SF novel that I know of -
"Daybreak -- 2250 A.D.", appeared 40 years ago, and that was after she had
written her juvenile non-SF. "Daybreak" was reprinted as one of the very
first Ace SF Doubles in the mid-fifties. I don't know how old she is,
either, but she certainly must be getting on in years.

Don Harlow
donh@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 19:56:19 GMT
From: gdewan@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (Geoffrey DeWan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Callahan Touch

I have been reading The Callahan Touch by Spider Robinson and in it is the
following reference:

  (Sometimes I think of it as the Single Overlooked Blunder in an
  otherwise convincing universe.  You know that Heinlein story,
  "They," where the guy's world seems perfectly ordinary and
  plausible...until one rainy day there's a screwup in the
  Continuity Department and one of his windows displays sunshine?
  You don't want to tug too hard on at an anomaly like that: your
  universe could unravel like a cheap sock.)

Can anyone identify this story?  Also, does anyone else think the Callahan
series (except for Callahan's Lady) might make a good TV series?

Geoffrey DeWan
gdewan@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 00:48:10 GMT
From: INFN000@musicb.mcgill.ca (FREEDMAN)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: The Callahan Touch

The story appeared in a collection titled 6xH, originally entitled The
Unpleasant Profession of Jonathan Hoag. Gnome Press was first to put this
out in 1959. Some good, untypically paranoid Heinlein there.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 02:49:09 GMT
From: veck@pshrink.chi.il.us (Steven King)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Spider Robinson

phaedrus@halcyon.com (Mark Phaedrus) publicly declared:
>     And in the context of the other things going on in Callahan's books,
>a hooker falling in love at first sight seems downright _likely_ to me. :)

That's what really bugged me about "Lady Slings The Booze".  Don't get me
wrong.  I like Spider's writing a lot, and I like the Callahan's books a
lot.  But the Callahans are short stories.  In each story one or two wildly
improbable things happen.  Okay, no problem.  One or two things I can
handle in a story.

LStB has the same number of wildly improbably things as a Callahan's book.
But, it's only one story!  A dozen or more sharp suspensions of disbelief
are okay in a book of a half dozen or so short stories.  That's just too
much for a single novel.  By the end of the book I didn't really care about
the characters any more.  I knew Spider would pull out some
sufficiently-advanced-science to save their butts.  By golly, he did!
Surprise, surprise.

I've got to say, this is the first Spider Robinson book I really didn't
enjoy.  (And once, just *ONCE*, I want to see one of his characters who
*DOESN'T* like Irish Coffee!  1/2 :-)

Steven King
veck@pshrink.chi.il.us

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 07:15:12 GMT
From: phaedrus@halcyon.com (Mark Phaedrus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Spider Robinson

veck@pshrink.chi.il.us (Steven King) wrote:
> LStB has the same number of wildly improbably things as a Callahans book.
> But, it's only one story!  A dozen or more sharp suspensions of disbelief
> are okay in a book of a half dozen or so short stories.  That's just too
> much for a single novel.

   Yep, Spider did sort of throw the one-porcupine rule out the window on
this one, all right. :) I think I mentally worked around this problem by
pretending that each chapter was a short story.  But I still had to stop
and get the quills out of my throat once or twice...

phaedrus@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 08:41:09 GMT
From: law015@aberdeen.ac.uk
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Simak and Blish

   I was interested in Rebecca Crowley's comments on Simak - by the way
it's Deer that dance in the Grotto, not Bears!
   It's a pity that more of his work is not in print, though that may
alter.  My own contribution has been editing some collections of the short
stories for UK publication.  The most recent, 'The Creator' has 9 stories
in it, and is a UK/US publication from Severn House; isbn o 7278 4569-1
(hb) and 0 7278 9004-2 for pb.  Severn publishes from 475 5th Av, NY as
well as in the UK.
   While on such matters Severn has also done a collection of stories by
James Blish, 'A Work of Art', isbn 0 7278 4464-4 9my editing again).

Frank Lyall

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 09:03:19 GMT
From: jacob@plasma2.ssl.berkeley.edu (Count Chocutus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cliff Simak

I've only read three Simak novels, two of which were so overwhelming that I
can't recall their titles or even very much of their plots.  I do remember
that they were sprinkled with interesting concepts, confusing storylines,
and boring characters and plots.  Much like life, I guess.  However, one of
his books, _City_, has made it to my best-of list.  While containing some
plot elements that still bother me, (where did the Martians go? what about
the Jovians? et al) I tend to ignore them due to being engrossed in the
overall story.  Readable in an evening, I find it nice light philosophical
pondering, the way it was meant to be. :)

jacob@sunspot.ssl.berkeley.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 17:51:32 GMT
From: fkiesche3@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: When Worlds Collide/After Worlds Collide

Sorry folks, but E & O Binder DID NOT write "When Worlds Collide" and
"After Worlds Collide".  While the Binder brothers did produce much great
SF, this classic was the work of Philip Wylie and Edwin Balmer. These two
gentlemen are definitely separate and distinct from from the Binders, and
not pseudonyms for the Binders. Philip Wylie, for example, produced the
classic examination of the differences between men and women called "The
Disappearance" (which George Pal, the producer of the movie version of
"When Worlds Collide" had optioned shortly before his untimely death) and
"The End of the Dream"

The editions I have (in my hand right now) were published by Warner Books
in December 1982. I recall reading descriptions of how these books came
about in several SF histories published during the 1970's.

"When Worlds Collide" dealt with the discovery of the double planet of
Bronson Alpha and Bronson Beta. Alpha was on a collision course with the
earth. Plans were made to make an escape to Beta, which was to go into an
orbit approximating that of the Earth (no mention of all the orbital debris
that would be left after such an collision...). The plot fairly well
mirrors the plot of the movie, with the movie supplying much of the
details. One major difference is the initial passage of the planets: As a
result of volcanic explosions, the characters of the book are able to mine
a previously undiscovered metal that allows them to make rocket motors that
won't burn out (a problem that is plaguing many of the other ships that are
being made in other countries trying to duplicate the main character's
efforts). At the end of the book, the worlds collide and our heroes make it
out in time.

"After Worlds Collide" takes up immediately after the first book. The
characters discover life on Bronson Beta, including the remains of a
previous advanced civilization (I seem to recall that they can pretty much
move into the cities). They also discover another group made it from Earth
(they may be Russians, but it's been a while since I read it). War breaks
out and is resolved eventually.

One amusing item I remember from the book is the discovery of life on
Bronson Beta. The chief scientist character is all ready to start naming a
new species of moss with a complicated Latin name, showing phylum and all
that.  Another main character (the pilot of the ship) states that is one
thing they have left on Earth. On Bronson Beta a dog will be a dog, a tree
will be a tree and moss will be moss...

Wylie and Balmer had plotted a third "Worlds" novel, but never wrote it.
This would have examined the vanished race that previously inhabited
Bronson Beta.

"In the Net of Dreams" and "When Dreams Collide" are totally separate books
by William Simmons. If I recall correctly, the were published about two
years ago by Bantam Spectra.

Fred Kiesche
FKiesche3@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 22:18:59 GMT
From: rmorris@wndrsvr.la.ca.us (Russell Morris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Zelazny: Recent books by?

Forgive me if it's old/stupid/done-to-death-already, but I'm a big fan of
Zelazny, and have despaired of finding anything new by him for a number of
years now. I'm talking non-Amber stuff (I liked the original series okay
but have basically lost interest in that storyline). I've read all the
collected short stories up to a point about 10 years ago or so (which is
when I moved on from sf as an obsession to other, equally obsessive
things). I've read all of his novels, I'm pretty sure, up to that same
point. In terms of newer novels, though, all I've seen have been
co-authorings, which by and large have left me feeling victimized, a la the
old "bait and switch," in which a book putatively by Roger Z. turns out to
have a few snatches of Zelazny-esque dialogue or description here and
there, but has pretty obviously been cobbled together by some lesser
talent, with Zelazny's name being grafted onto the cover as a marketing
ploy.

Anyway, I'm interested in finding out what he's done in the last decade or
so. If any of you informative types could e-mail me an answer I'd be very
appreciative. Will also summarize replies, if anyone cares.

Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 01:52:23 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zelazny: Recent books by?

Zelazny's most recent book is "A Night in Lonesome October" - cute,
light-weight, and enjoyable.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 02:23:10 GMT
From: rh3j+@andrew.cmu.edu (Rebecca Anne Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Life on the Border

I read a terrific book over break that I haven't seen mentioned here.  It's
a book of short stories by various authors, all of them about various
teenage elf and human street punks, gangs, and runaways in a city on the
border between the worlds of human and faerie in future America.  It's
called LIFE ON THE BORDER, edited by Terri Windling, I think, and I've
heard there are others in the series which I haven't found yet.  It was a
lot of fun to read, and I hope there are more.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 05:31:20 GMT
From: scg@panix.com (Steven Gould)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Life on the Border

So far there are two anthologies, BORDERLAND (?), and LIFE ON THE BORDER.
In addition, Will Shetterly has written two novels in that place, ELSEWHERE
and NEVER NEVER, which came out in hardback from the HBJ imprint Jane Yolen
Books, and paper from Tor books (that is ELSEWHERE did - NEVER NEVER isn't
in paper yet.)  Emma Bull has also written a novel in that universe, called
FINDER, which will be a February 1994 hardback from Tor.

(This is from memory.  Corrections possible and welcome.)

Steven Gould
scg@panix.com
steve.gould@genie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 05:45:35 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Life on the Border

Your corrections, sir.

There have been _three_ anthologies: BORDERLAND (NAL, 1986; Tor, 1992),
BORDERTOWN (NAL, 1986; to be reissued one of these days by Tor), and LIFE
ON THE BORDER (Tor, 1991).

You have the data about ELSEWHERE right.  The title of Will Shetterly's
other Borderlands novel is one word: NEVERNEVER.  It's just now out from
Harcourt Brace & Co. (formerly HBJ); we'll do the paperback in a year and
half or thereabouts.

Finally, Emma Bull's FINDER no longer needs to be referred to in the future
tense; copies are off press and shipping.

Other forthcoming Borderlands projects include another anthology and a
novel by Terri Windling.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 05:57:44 GMT
From: sandyh@world.std.com (Sandra J Hutchinson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Life on the Border

I loved the stories and can't wait for the forthcoming books to be out.
Some of the people involved are guests at Boskone in Feb. so I'm looking
forward to getting more information then.

In the meantime, you might also want to look into other kinds of "elf punk"
literature, or "urban fantasy" as my local sf dealer insists on calling it.
Mercedes Lackey has a series called "Serrated Edge" which deals with
similiar themes, and Emma Bull has a wonderful novel already out (I gave it
away unfortunately so I can't come up with the title.).  Also, try BEDLAM
BOYZ by Guon (also a Serrated Edge book)

And if anyone else has any other books that are like these, please let me
know.

Sandra Hutchinson
sandyh@world.std.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		      Films - Ghost in the Machine &
                              Batman: Mask of the Phantasm &
                              Time Cops & The Hulk (3 msgs) &
                              Fantastic Four (6 msgs) &
                              Inframan

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 15:05:41 GMT
From: blake7@cc.bellcore.com (berardinelli,james)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: GHOST IN THE MACHINE

			   GHOST IN THE MACHINE
		    A film review by James Berardinelli
		     Copyright 1994 James Berardinelli

Rating (Linear 0 to 10):  0.5

Date Released:  12/29/93
Running Length:  1:35
Rated:  R (Violence, language)

Starring:  Karen Allen, Chris Mulkey, Ted Marcoux, Wil Horneff, 
	   Jessica Walter
Director:  Rachel Talalay
Producer:  Paul Schiff
Screenplay:  William Davies and William Osborne
Music:  Graeme Revell
Released by Twentieth Century Fox

   I didn't expect GHOST IN THE MACHINE to be this bad.  Going in, I was
aware that it wasn't likely to make the Top 10 list, but I was curious
about how this hi-tech horror concept was going to be implemented.  Never
in my darkest nightmares did I imagine what was waiting in ambush in that
darkened theater.

   Karl Hoffman (Ted Marcoux), a.k.a. the "Address Book Killer," is on the
loose, slaughtering people in their homes, then driving recklessly on
rain-slicked roads.  One night after spending some time butchering a few
helpless victims, he decides to pass a car on a two-lane highway.  Crossing
over the double-yellow line, he veers into the path of an oncoming
eighteen-wheeler, and it's good-bye Mr. Serial Killer.  Actually, he's not
dead, and what's left of him arrives at the hospital in the middle of a
particularly violent electrical storm.  He happens to be in the MRI chamber
when lightning strikes a transformer.  Sparks are everywhere and, somehow,
Karl ends up transformed into a computer virus.  There, deep within his
electronic domain, he plots death and mayhem, beginning with a woman named
Terry Munroe (Karen Allen) and her thirteen-year old son Josh (Wil
Horneff).  The only man is his way is the valiant hacker hero Bram Walker
(that's Walker, not Stoker, played by Chris Mulkey).

   First of all, this is not an April Fools review.  I didn't make up the
above plot, although I admit it sounds far too stupid, even by Hollywood's
standards, to have made it to the screen.  Considering the low
(nonexistent?) quality of the final product, it's odd that Rachel Talalay
allowed her name to be attached to GHOST IN THE MACHINE.  Maybe it's really
an alias, although why she couldn't just use Alan Smithee, like every other
dissatisfied director, is beyond my understanding.  It couldn't be that
she's pleased with this movie, could it???  The mind boggles at the
possibility.

   Every year has its worst movie.  1992 had SPLIT SECOND.  Now 1993 has
GHOST IN THE MACHINE.  Actually, they're a lot alike, at least
superficially.  Both are distinguished by utterly inane premises (SPLIT
SECOND offered Satan as a serial killer).  Both feature moronic scripts,
inept direction, and bland "performances."  If she ever wants another job,
Karen Allen will probably have to spend a lot of time convincing people
that it was really her evil twin sister in GHOST IN THE MACHINE.

   Then there's the issue of technological accuracy.  The computer
virus/serial killer manages to migrate from PCs to microwave ovens via
power cables.  It does this sort of thing repeatedly, getting into video
cameras, hot air dryers in a men's room, a car radio, and a dishwasher.
Unless there's been some amazing leap of data transfer technology that I'm
not aware of, viruses cannot be transmitted through power lines.  Of
course, since we're dealing with homicidal bit streams here, the rules
could have changed.

   Scientific considerations aside, GHOST IN THE MACHINE has problems with
issues of basic credibility.  For example, if fifteen police cars arrived
outside a quiet house in the middle of the night, and the officers opened
fire without provocation, isn't it reasonable to assume that this might
lead to some sort of incident, especially if an innocent woman ends up in
the hospital?  The last thing one would expect is for the entire incident
to be ignored, but that's exactly what happens.  I guess when you're busy
chasing a digital mass murderer, you have more important things to worry
about.

   At least there are some decent special effects to distract the viewer's
attention from the story, right?  Wrong.  The visual effects aren't much
better than those found in any typical video game system.  They're
repetitive and unimaginative.

   Of course, someone could make the argument that GHOST IN THE MACHINE is
actually a cautionary tale warning of the dangers of giving computers too
much control.  The more humanity relies upon them, the greater the danger
of unleashing something that we neither understand nor can control.  The
producers would probably applaud this interpretation.  Personally, I don't
buy it.  As far as I'm concerned, this is just a very, very, very bad
motion picture.

   As the saying goes, if it walks like a turkey, looks like a turkey, and
gobbles like a turkey, then it must be a ...

   Wait a moment ...  Something's wrong.  I'm having trouble keying in the
rest of this review ...  How come this word processor isn't functioning
properly ...?  Why is the modem lit up like that?  What in the ...  It's
not as if my computer is hooked up with ...  This can't be hap

		   <*PORT CLOSED.  SESSION TERMINATED*>

James Berardinelli
blake7@cc.bellcore.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jan 94 17:11:02 GMT
From: ZENF@uvvm.uvic.ca (Zen!)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review (Yea!): BATMAN: Mask of the Phantasm

   _Batman: Mask of the Phantasm_ is a moderately successful translation of
the small screen animated series to the silver screen. Unfortunately, the
success of the animated series is this movie's own worst competition; the
film never comes close to attaining the 23:30 epiphanies of episodes like
"Harley & Ivy," "Almost Got Him", or "Heart of Ice."

   The plot is fairly straightforward. A new vigilante, the Phantasm (who
bears a suspicious resemblance to the Reaper, the Barr/Davis character from
"Batman: Year Two") is killing mobsters. Seen from a distance fleeing the
crime, the Phantasm is mistaken for Batman.  Naturally enough, Bats
investigates. It turns out that he encountered all of these characters
early in his crimefighting career. Through a series of flashbacks, we meet
an early love of Bruce Wayne's, Andrea Beaumont (who is, I think, a
character new to the Batman legend).  Most of the flashback sequences
concerns Bruce's indecision about whether to allow himself to fall in love
with Andrea (who is, it must be said, a well-written foil to Bruce) or to
follow his vow to his parents to fight crime. We get to see, for example,
Bruce's first attempt at crime fighting without the cape and cowl (in a
scene obviously drawn from Miller's "Batman: Year One"). The Joker is
involved in all of this, too, but I won't say how in this review.

   As I mentioned, much of the story is told through flashbacks. These
scene have real emotions in them, and they're well done character moments,
but they slow the pace of the film drastically. Expectations are always a
dangerous thing, but I was hoping for something with a bit more action.
Fortunately, the finale between Batman and the Joker is big and quite
exciting, but the film *as a whole* is no roller-coaster.

   While the Phantasm is appropriately menacing, the Joker once again
steals the show. The Joker is superbly performed (thaaaank you, Mark
Hamill) and written -- he's far more creepy than he ever gets to be on the
tube. One reason for this is that, in a major break with the TV show,
people actually *die* in this film... clearly, Warner felt it could take a
bit more dramatic license in a theatre than it could on a weekday
afternoon.

   The show's acclaimed "dark deco" look is intact. The animation, however,
while without peer on television, is only average looking on the silver
screen, particularly with Disney's last few triumphs so so recent in the
public's memory. The one thing I really noticed myself was the sound. Maybe
for those of you with multi-thousand dollar home entertainment systems
won't notice, but with my tiny tinny little mono TV speaker, the difference
going into a theatre is *dramatic*.

   _Batman: Mask of the Phantasm_ is equal to the show that created it.  If
you want to see it in the movie theatres, though, better do it within the
next week or two. The audience was pretty thin when I saw it this weekend,
and this one will probably be hitting the video store shelves soon.

Zen Faulkes

------------------------------

Date: 29 Dec 93 04:10:35 GMT
From: gswan@psych.toronto.edu (George Swan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Time Cops

There was a story on CBC Newsworld (a Canadian all-news cable channel,
similar to the US CNN) about the BC film industry.

A science fiction film called "Time Cops" was highlighted.  The director,
one Darryl Haimes gave a couple of sound bites explaining that American
production companies can make American films with American leading actors
more cheaply if they come to Canada and hire Canadian crews.

The time machine rode on tracks.  Maybe it is the lineal descendant of Doc
Brown's "Flux Capacitor"?

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jan 94 14:31:04 GMT
From: viper@skybridge.scl.cwru.edu (Pramod Kalapa)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Incredible Hulk Movie

Just read in the latest issue of StarLog that there is a new Incredible
Hulk movie in the works, set for a 1995 release. However Lou Ferrigno will
not be playing David Banner's green alter ego. Instead the Hulk will be
computer generated.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 09:58:14 GMT
From: nealu@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu (Ulen Neal E)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Incredible Hulk Movie

Since Bill Bixby has died, who is going to play David Banner!?

Neal E. Ulen
nealu@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 94 06:16:15 GMT
From: gberigan@cse.unl.edu (Greg Berigan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Incredible Hulk Movie

nealu@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu (Ulen Neal E) writes:
>Since Bill Bixby has died, who is going to play David Banner!?

And since they killed off both David Banner and The Hulk in the last TV
movie, it looks like there is going to be some serious resurrection on
_both_ sides of the camera!  (It was getting to look like a "let's try to
make another superhero spinoff" thing going on.  And they tried it
_twice_!)

Or will this be back to Bruce Banner?

Meanwhile I'm wondering how valuable those The Incredible Hulk live-action
TV series trading cards are these days.

Greg Berigan
gberigan@cse.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 16:45:25 GMT
From: jlogan@netcom.com (jlogan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Fantastic Four Movie

I saw in an issue of WIRED magazine an article talking about the new movies
that are created using computers.  One of the movies they talked about was
called "The Fantastic Four" it was based on the comic book series.  The
article had one picture from the movie in it, and it looked REALLY good!
Anyway the article went on to say that the movie was made with a budget of
$200,000 and was completed early!  What happened to this movie?  Does
anyone know if it will be show, or if it is out on video?

jlogan@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 17:22:12 GMT
From: R.FURR@genie.geis.com (Rob Furr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fantastic Four Movie

jlogan, jlogan@netcom.com writes:
>I saw in an issue of WIRED magazine an article talking about the new
>movies that are created using computers.  One of the movies they talked
>about was called "The Fantastic Four" it was based on the comic book
>series.  The article had one picture from the movie in it, and it looked
>REALLY good!  Anyway the article went on to say that the movie was made
>with a budget of $200,000 and was completed early!  What happened to this
>movie?  Does anyone know if it will be show, or if it is out on video?

That's odd. I had heard that a: Roger Corman was worried about it, because
its budget was $4 million, which was twice as high a budget as he'd ever
worked with before, and b: that they were having problems getting the
computer graphics working right, so it WOULDN'T be done on time. (I think
it was Starlog I read it in. Or CFQ, don't know which.)

Rob Furr
r.furr@genie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 08:29:30 GMT
From: archfien@mindvox.phantom.com (Michael Bullock)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fantastic Four Movie

Actually I just saw a preview for it a couple of weeks ago. It was on a
release to video B-film called Carnosaur (at least that's what I think it
was). I don't know. I saw a couple of decent looking stills from the film
myself during the summer. Any interest I had for the film evaporated when I
saw the preview however. It was ten minutes long. There were no cool
special effects except for one image of Ben Grimm morphing into the Thing.
No footage of the Human Torch. Doctor Doom was laughable; his armor looked
like it was made of plastic and his henchmen just looked plain goofy. It
looked dull and cheap, IMHO.

I can't remember what the release date they gave was though. Sorry.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 11:12:31 GMT
From: jogle@mr-hyde.aoc.nrao.edu (Jim Ogle (Ks. Jim))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fantastic Four Movie

I've heard that it is supposed to be out this month or maybe in February.
It was originally scheduled for several months ago and then got pushed back
(though when it didn't show up when it was supposed to I figured that it
went straight to video.)

From what I've read, the Human Torch fully flames on for only one scene at
the end of the film; the rest of the time he just does little fire tricks.
A friend of mine saw a preview for it (maybe the same one mentioned above,
except it wasn't on a videotape) and said that the Mr. Fantastic effects
are also limited to a few tricks, mostly just arms stretching around.  The
Thing supposedly looks about as "realistic" as the Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles did in their films and the Invisible Girl/Woman (don't know which
version they're using in the movie) doesn't fade from sight when she turns
invisible, she just disappears - he said it was almost obvious that they
just turned off the camera, had everyone stand still while the actress left
the shot, then restarted the camera once she was clear.

I've also heard the rumor that the only reason the movie got made was so
that whoever's backing it wouldn't lose the license, which is why it had
such a small budget for something that should have received a huge amount
of money for the effects alone.

Jim Ogle
NRAO-VLBA
Socorro New Mexico
jogle@aoc.nrao.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 09:00:45 GMT
From: gbell@festival.ed.ac.uk (G Bell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fantastic Four Movie

jogle@Mr-Hyde.aoc.nrao.edu (Jim Ogle) writes:
>I've also heard the rumor that the only reason the movie got made was so
>that whoever's backing it wouldn't lose the license, which is why it had
>such a small budget for something that should have received a huge amount
>of money for the effects alone.

It was the German producer of things like the Neverending Story, etc.  Who
had originally budgeted the movie at about 40 million dollars, but couldn't
get the backing so when he realised his time was running out before the
rights reverted to Marvel he decided to team up with Corman to produce what
we now have. Incidently the digital effects were produced on the effects
artists' home equipment, which saved on the overhead.

Graham Bell
Bibliographic Services
Edinburgh University Library
George Square
Edinburgh EH8 9LJ
G.Bell@festival.ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 17:14:15 GMT
From: barnejd@wkuvx1.wku.edu (Jeff Barnes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fantastic Four Movie

According to some rumors, they might be making a "sequel" of sorts - i.e.,
not rehiring any of the original cast and only referring in passing to the
origin.
   Since I missed the beginning of this thread, did you know it'll be
opening in Nashville the 21st?  I might go, if only to see how bad it will
probably be...

Jeff Barnes
barnejd@wkuvx1.wku.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 15:44:24 GMT
From: rsjohnso@naz.edu (Richard S. Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: inframan!!!

Now that the Mighty Morpin' Power Rangers are more popular than Barney and
a new Ultraman series is in the works, it's time to discuss what may be the
cheesiest monster saga ever: INFRAMAN.

For those of you who haven't seen this gem, Inframan is a Chinese reworking
of Japanese monster cliches, brought to America by those wonderful trash
merchants - the Shaw Brothers. This film has everything: bizarre monsters,
martial arts, bionics, and a blond Chinese femme fatale with metal
breastplates. If this sort of thing appeals to you - rent it, you won't be
disappointed. (Most Blockbuster locations I've been to have it.)

By the way, Roger Ebert in an article in FILM COMMENT called "Guilty
Pleasures" admitted that he loves this movie.

How about some discussion about this classic?

Rich Johnson
rsjohnso@libra.naz.edu

------------------------------
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Date: Wed, 19 Jan 94 12:05:09 EST
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SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 19 Jan 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 31

Today's Topics:

	   Films - Batman (3 msgs) & Childhood's End (3 msgs) &
                   An Incident At Ravensgate & American Cyborg (2 msgs) &
                   Lawnmower Man II & Solar Crisis (3 msgs) & Congo &
                   Forbidden Plane t(5 msgs) & Little Shop of Horrors &
                   Johnny Mnemonic & Waxwork II

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 04:38:20 GMT
From: jedi@u.washington.edu (Kevin Field)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: CATWOMAN movie... yes!

Despite what some people on the Net have claimed, there are currently plans
to film a CATWOMAN movie.  Tim Burton is interested in directing, and
Michelle Pfeiffer really wants to star again.  Chances are, if it's ever
made it will be released in the summer of '95 or '96, almost definitely
some time after BATMAN III has been released.  Both Burton and Pfeiffer
love the character, and want to do more with her.  No word if Batman will
play a minor role in it.

This info. was gathered from Variety newspaper and news from Warner Bros.
studio...

Kevin

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 14:52:25 GMT
From: ldkendal@unix.amherst.edu (Lukas Kendall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Batman III

As of right now, it's 90% confirmed that Elliot Goldenthal (Pet Semetary,
Alien 3, Demolition Man) will be scoring Batman 3, good news for me since I
love his work. This was confirmed with Elliot two days ago for Film Score
Monthly (a soundtrack newsletter I do, E-mail if interested).  We'll have
an interview with Elliot next issue, as well as one with James Newton
Howard.

Lukas Kendall

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 06:36:22 GMT
From: jholstei@scott.skidmore.edu (jeremy holstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Batman 3

According to Hero Magazine, Robin Williams has been signed as the Riddler.
And, yes.  To date Hero's info has been accurate.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 19:28:40 GMT
From: brine@bnr.ca (Bill Brine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Arthur C. Clarke's "Childhood's End"

One of my favorite sf novels was Childhood's End by Arthur C. Clarke.  I
remember reading a few years back that a movie was going to be made based
on this novel.  Anyone know if that ever happened?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 07:22:54 GMT
From: lazlo@unm.edu (Lazlo Nibble)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthur C. Clarke's "Childhood's End"

Bill Brine <brine@bnr.ca> wrote:
> One of my favorite sf novels was Childhood's End by Arthur C. Clarke.  I
> remember reading a few years back that a movie was going to be made based
> on this novel.  Anyone know if that ever happened?

Childhood's End has been in development Hell for what must be well over a
decade now.  As far as I know, there are still folks out there who want to
make it, but nobody's ever been able to get the project off the ground.

(On the other hand, the Songs Of Distant Earth stageplay is apparently
still going full-tilt-boogie and due to open sometime later this year.)

Lazlo
lazlo@unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 94 14:42:13 GMT
From: dtrg@st-andrews.ac.uk (David Thomas Richard Given)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthur C. Clarke's "Childhood's End"

Lazlo Nibble <lazlo@unm.edu> wrote:
>Childhood's End has been in development Hell for what must be well over a
>decade now.  As far as I know, there are still folks out there who want to
>make it, but nobody's ever been able to get the project off the ground.

Arthur C Clarke said in the afterword to _Rama II_ that there's a TV
version of _A Fall of Moondust_ in production. Since he's probably likely
to be right, when is this coming out? Has anyone else heard of it?

David Given
dtrg@st-andrews.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jan 94 15:28:55 GMT
From: rdm@metapro.dialix.oz.au (Rob Masters)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Film - An Incident At Ravensgate

This is a movie that I first ran into at an SF film festival some years
back here in Perth (West Oz). At the time, it was shown at about 10:30pm,
and about half the audience went up to an all-night cafe up the road
afterwards and sat around saying "What happened?".

It is (in Aus) available on video, and I was wondering if it had seen
overseas distribution.

Further, I was also wondering (for those who have seen it) what your
interpretations of it were!

And, finally, if you can get access to it - see it! One of the best
UFO/Conspiracy movies ever made (IMNSHO).

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 18:37:41 GMT
From: chai@stx.com (Pan Chai)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: American Cyborg, Steel Warrior

I just heard about this movie.. Since I am interesting in robotic
technology, I assume this is going to be another "TERMINATOR" like movie.
Has anyone seen it??  Was it any good? or worth to see it???

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 06:20:39 GMT
From: frittsk@medicine.wustl.edu (Kimberly Ann Fritts)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: American Cyborg, Steel Warrior

chai@stx.com (Pan Chai) writes:
>I just heard about this movie.. Since I am interesting in robotic
>technology, I assume this is going to be another "TERMINATOR" like movie.
>Has anyone seen it?? Was it any good? or worth to see it???

This movie was NOT any good, NOT worth seeing except maybe some day on
MST3000.  Not only was it senseless, but it was BORING!

Kim Fritts
Department of Illustration and Photography
660 S. Euclid Box 8055
St. Louis, MO 63110
frittsk@medicine.wustl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 20:11:19 GMT
From: stu1084@alpha.wright.edu (Christopher Shamis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lawnmower Man II

Pierce Brosnan stated in an interview that he would be in Lawnmower Man II,
which would begin filming at the end of this month.  Does anyone out there
know anything else about this movie?

Matt Falk

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 20:26:00 GMT
From: tom.betz@execnet.com (Tom Betz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Just saw "Solar Crisis"

I just saw a movie called "Solar Crisis" on HBO.  It's an apparently
big-budget Sci-Fi flick made in 1990 with a pretty reputable cast
(including Charlton Heston, Tim Mathesson, Peter Boyle, Jack Palance)
fairly expensive-looking special effects, and about the crappiest writing
you'd ever care to see.

The credited director is "Alan Smithee"; meaning, of course, that the
actual director didn't want his name associated with the final product.

Having seen the final product, I wouldn't blame him; but I'm curious -
does anyone know who really directed this turkey, and what the actual
circumstances of its making and unmaking were?  I suspect that, considering
the quality of some aspects of the movie, there's a very interesting story
here, and it's one I hadn't heard before.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jan 94 20:56:11 GMT
From: spampina@bugs.cis.upenn.edu (Joe Spampinato)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Solar Crisis

I saw previews of the special effects at SIGGRAPH, but I don't remember
which year.  The effects were produced by Pacific Data Images.  A guy I
spoke with at the company said that the movie was actually a foreign
production - I believe Japanese.  I never really got straight why an
English speaking cast was used.

I eagerly awaited its release, but never saw it out in theaters.  This was
at least two years ago.  It only recently appeared on the shelves at
Blockbuster as far as I know.  Maybe it was only released abroad?

Joe Spampinato

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 18:22:26 GMT
From: ajm@walrus.sw.stratus.com (AJ Madison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Just saw "Solar Crisis"

I happened to notice a large number of Japanese names in the credits,
especially in the SFX areas.  I suspect this was a joint Japanese-American
venture, one way or another.  In light of the writing and quality/qualities
of the SFX, I have the impression it was initially targeted at the Japanese
Amine market and during pre-production the budget gratuitously
self-escalated.  It may even be a failed pilot.  The writing has that
familiar flavour, especially for this genre, a certain, how shall I say it,
"NBC`tique?"

But Jack Palance, what a guy!  Horribly written, near-silly sub-plot, and
old Jack just throws himself into his role.  Most interesting part of the
movie, for *ME*.  Meanwhile everyone else is faxing in their lines.

(Sorry, you know as much as I do, but you're not the only other person in
America who saw this Thanksgiving main course.)

A.J. Madison
Stratus Computer Inc.              
55 Fairbanks Boulevard      
Marlboro, MA  01752                      
ajm@sw.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 00:58:36 GMT
From: RTRAVSKY@uwyo.edu (Rich Travsky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Crichton's Congo to be Filmed...

I read in an interview with Michael Crichton in one of the Sunday
supplements that Congo will be filmed. Does anyone perchance have more
info?

Rich Travsky
University of Wyoming
Division of Information Technology
rtravsky@uwyo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 16:11:17 GMT
From: georgep@emr1.emr.ca (George Pachulski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Forbidden Planet  was there a sequel ?

 I just saw the movie "Forbidden Planet" on video and though it wasn't too
bad for a '56 Sci -Fi flick.

  I was wondering if there was a sequel ever made ... or was Altair V
totaly destroyed ?  any other movies of the same type around?

Thanks.

George

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 18:40:32 GMT
From: ajm@walrus.sw.stratus.com (AJ Madison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forbidden Planet  was there a sequel ?

There is a "Forbidden Planet" REMAKE in the works.  Though knowing
Hollywood, don't believe it until you see it.

On the other hand, "Forbidden Planet" so completely captured the continuing
SF serial ambiance, that one would swear it was the first (or even a
middle) installment of a whole series of "Cruiser J-57" films.  Several
film critics have commented on this aspect of the film.  Yet, only the one
example like it exists.  Anyone know how well/badly it did at the
box-office?  Perhaps the Studio's behavior was a foreshadowing of NBC's
short-sightedness in the 60's, meaning, it didn't do boffo box the first
two weeks, thus the studio never realized the entire potential of the
concept.

A.J. Madison
Stratus Computer Inc.              
55 Fairbanks Boulevard             
Marlboro, MA  01752         
ajm@sw.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 22:16:09 GMT
From: hurley@robadome.com (Jim Hurley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forbidden Planet - was there a sequel ?

In my opinion, this is the finest science fiction movie ever made.

There is no sequel, but Robby the robot did have a movie or two made just
for him. Rumor has it that a remake is being planned, but I heard that
rumor many years ago. A Disney studio did the special effects for the film,
and the music studio of Louis and Bebe Barron did the soundtrack.  This
soundtrack pretty much defined science fiction music and remains a classic
in my opinion. The Barrons built all their music equipment and oscillators
to make the sounds, although some were made from tape manipulation as well.
There was some controversy over an Oscar award for the soundtrack - I
believe it was given to the Disney folks instead of the Barrons - there was
an article in Keyboard Magazine about this several years ago.

You will occasionally hear some portions of the original soundtrack in
other films, particularly many episodes from The Outer Limits. Also, you
will find relics from the Krel laboratory appear as backdrop in some
movies.

I don't believe any part of Robby was used in that monstrosity called Lost
in Space.

The music was available on LP and is currently available on CD. The video
has an older form and a newer remastering. Unfortunately, the video suffers
from the smaller aspect ratio. The wide screen version is much better,
particularly in the ending sequences where more of the Lab is visible than
on the video. There is a terrible example of editing on the video in the
short frame where Robby zaps the banana-stealing monkey.

There is a novel dating from that time, but it tells a slightly different
story. In it, the Krel machine created life - that was how the animals were
made; Morbius made them for company for his daughter.  I read the novel
many, many years ago, and I must admit I forget the ending. I think Morbius
dies from the cumulative stress of using the brain booster. I don't
remember if the planet was destroyed in the book.

As for other movies in the same ilk - I suppose you mean with the theme of
evolving to god-like powers. There was an Outer Limits episode featuring
David McCallum (which used sounds from Forbidden Planet) that touched on
this idea. There are many books that dwell on that idea especially novels
by Olaf Stapledon. The first Star Trek Movie. Can't think of any more
off-hand.

Jim Hurley
ROLM - A Siemens Company
PBX SW - Callbridge Applications
hurley@robadome.com   

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 08:28:44 GMT
From: gbell@festival.ed.ac.uk (G Bell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forbidden Planet - was there a sequel ?

There was a semi-sequel called "The Invisible Boy" which was took place on
Earth, sorry but can't off the top of my head remember who directed or
starred in it.

Graham Bell
Bibliographic Services
Edinburgh University Library
George Square
Edinburgh EH8 9LJ           
G.Bell@festival.ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 18:06:14 GMT
From: urban@sideshow.jpl.nasa.gov (Michael P Urban)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forbidden Planet - was there a sequel ?

Jim Hurley <hurley@robadome.com> wrote:
>gbell@festival.ed.ac.uk (G Bell) writes:
>>There was a semi-sequel called "The Invisible Boy" which was took place
>>on Earth, sorry but can't off the top of my head remember who directed or
>>starred in it.
>
>That wasn't a sequel, it just used Robby the robot.

Well, it was a tiny bit stronger than simple character re-use, since it is
explained that Robby came from the future, and I think they show a
photograph purportedly showing Robby and the crew of the ship from
Forbidden Planet (whose designation I can never remember--XJ-32?) in their
return to Earth, probably a publicity cast photo, so we can say that there
was a slight attempt to establish continuity with the previous film.
"Semi-sequel" seems to describe it pretty accurately,

Mike Urban
urban@cobra.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 23:14:59 GMT
From: Tony.Redman@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Tony Redman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Little Shop of Horrors question (for sure!)

I remember reading an article about Little Shop (the musical version) that
said that when the movie was first shown to test audiences the original
ending was shot (where Audrey II ended up eating Audrey, Seymour, and then
set about devouring the world). Audiences supposedly objected to this and a
new happy ending replaced it. My question is: are there any plans to
re-release LSOH (possible on laserdisc) and allow this extra footage to be
seen? I saw pictures of it and it looks great! Anybody know?

Tony Redman
tonyr@alcon.acu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 17:50:22 GMT
From: ah248@freenet.carleton.ca (Marisa  Golini)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Johnny Mnemonic filming next month!

Just a note to let all the Gibson fans know that "Johnny Mnemonic" starts
filming next month in Toronto (and Hamilton). Keannu Reeves stars along
with Ice-T and Dolph Lundgren as the bad-guy hit-man (of course!)

When I interviewed Gibson in September, he had said that if they hadn't
started filming by last November, then the project might die. They hadn't,
so I thought it bit the dust. Glad to see it's rolling again!

Let's hope they do a good job with this!

Cheers!

Marisa

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 16:13:22 GMT
From: jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com (Joel Finkle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Waxwork II: Lost in Time

What can I say about this film?

GREAT TRASH!!!!

Waxwork was a quirky film with some interesting premises: A wax museum
where each exhibit was a doorway through time (not exactly true, since some
were fictional... but you can stretch this if you believe that some of the
fiction was written as fact.  Most folks can't tell the difference anyway,
right? ;^)

Waxwork II: Lost in Time begins with a recap of the final minutes of
Waxwork, but with the hand of the bad guy escaping the burning wax museum,
following the heroine home clinging to a taxi, and murdering her father.
She's on trial for the murder now, and she and the surviving hero decide
they need evidence of living dead to prove her innocence (I won't spoil why
the original hand isn't available for the jury).

Needless to say, our heroes begin travels through more time doorways, this
time all into other movies, including Frankenstein, Alien/Aliens, Hell
House/Haunting of Hill House, Jack the Ripper, Dr. Jekyl, etc. etc.  Guest
stars include Patrick Macnee, David Carradine, Alexander Gudenov, Bruce
Campbell (yay!), Marina Sirtis and a few others I probably missed in the
credits.

This is not a film to be savored and analyzed, rather to be fed like
popcorn in large handfuls.  It's not nearly as well made as the original,
but it's more fun.  Rent this as a double with Stay Tuned, and you'll have
more movie in-jokes than you can stand.

Joel Finkle
Searle R&D
jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com

------------------------------
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Date: Tue, 25 Jan 94 10:00:41 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
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Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Patricia Anthony & Asimov & Banks (6 msgs) &
                   Bradbury & Brust (2 msgs) & Ellison & Hamilton

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 03:46:10 GMT
From: bp494@cleveland.freenet.edu (Dana Goldblatt Anthony)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: Conscience of the Beagle, Patricia Anthony

Review written by Dana L. G. Anthony (no relation!)

Conscience of the Beagle
by Patricia Anthony
201 pp.
Publisher: First Books 1993
po box 2449 woburn MA 01888
$21.99 Hardcover

   There is more in this 200 page book than in many twice or five times as
long: it invites comparisons to the best sf/detective novels including
Bester's Demolished Man.  Like them, it goes past the conventions of both
genres to provide three-layered stories: psychological, social, and
political; the mental states of the detective and quarry; the thriller
story of the chase, as a menace to society is hunted down; and the science
fictional specialty of explicating the political and technological changes
that humanity has undergone.
   The narrator, Dyle, is a character reminiscent of those in C.J.
Cherryh's work: gifted and competent, he has recently been through a
serious trauma.  In fact, his entire detective team, sent to a paradisiacal
planet with a religious dictatorship government to investigate a series of
bombings, have devastating psychic wounds.
   Their primary suspect and best informant, the Minister of Science, is a
well characterized antagonist; the author skillfully shows his good and bad
sides alternately, never quite letting the reader decide what he's up to
and whether to trust him until the spectacular and surprising (at least to
me; I never was that great at guessing mysteries) conclusion (which
successfully wraps up all three of the stories: the personal, the detective
story, and the sf story!).

Title:      Conscience of the Beagle
Author:     Patricia Anthony
Publisher:  First Books
City:       Woburn, MA
Date:       1993
Pages:      201
Comments:   hardcover, $21.99
Order Info: ISBN 1-880448-30-0

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 20:57:41 GMT
From: mirth@mcs.com (Gavin S. Patton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Foundation Series Question

Okay, hopefully someone out there can solve this question for me:

Was there EVER a printing of the original Foundation Trilogy as a 6-book
set?  A person I work with swears she read the original trilogy as a six
volume hardback set from her college library.  NOTE: This was about 7 years
ago.  This also does not include anything but Foundation, Foundation and
Empire, and Second Foundation.  (No Prelude, Edge, or Warehouse!)

I don't recall ever seeing the original trilogy as anything except a
trilogy, with the exception of the original serialized version in
Astounding.  Has anyone else seen this six-volume set, or is my associate
totally confused?

Gavin

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 01:47:27 GMT
From: leifmk@nova.pvv.unit.no (Leif Magnar Kj|nn|y)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Against a Dark Background

K MacLeod <kenm@festival.ed.ac.uk> wrote:
>Against this I would suggest: 
>
>1. The best the Culture has to offer, however, doesn't include
>inter-galactic travel.

Except that 
   A: By the time of _The Player of Games_, the Culture is quite able to
reach the Magellanic clouds (although it takes a year or two to get there),
which aren't part of the main galaxy (although only a short, but not
negligible, distance from it on an intergalactic scale).  There is no
indication that it would be impossible for the same type of ships to cross
larger intergalactic distances (they're self-sufficient, and can draw as
much energy as they please straight from the Grid; all they need is a bit
of time).
   B: Quite a bit of technological development does seem to take place
during the centuries which are spanned by the Culture novels.  There is no
reason to believe that the Culture of a few more centuries or millennia
into the future would not be even more advanced.

>Basically, any SF novel that Banks writes which is set outside the
>Culture, but includes 'humans', ultra-advanced technology and AI, could be
>suspected of being in the Culture universe. In a trivial sense this could
>be so, but there need be no connection with the Culture stories.  In this
>case, by setting it in a stellar system so isolated that the galaxies look
>like fuzzy stars, Banks has made the absence of a connection more or less
>unbreakable (so to speak). It also fits in with the theme of isolation,
>and with the implacability of events, which form the 'dark background'
>itself.

Well, of course, there's no *hard evidence* that it's Culture-connected.
There's just enough room for suspicion.  Although, judging by the various
Culture novels (in particular _Consider Phlebas_), the galaxy is also home
to a number of elder civilizations which far surpass the Culture in age and
technological achievement (if no longer in vigor).  Any suitable elder
culture with the right kind of vicious sense of humour might have set the
scene in the Thrial system.  Not that any of this is important, but it's a
great way to waste some time in front of a computer.

leifmk@kari.fm.unit.no

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 16:17:34 GMT
From: S.S.B.Glover@bradford.ac.uk (Steve Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Against A Dark Background

>Banks is reported to have said that there is one sentence in _AaDB_ which
>*proves* it is set in the Culture universe.. but do you think he'd tell us
>where ?

No, that's in 'The Bridge'. And it turns the whole book inside out...

Steve Glover

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 03:04:03 GMT
From: Graeme.Lindsell@anu.edu.au (Graeme Lindsell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Against a Dark Background

leifmk@nova.pvv.unit.no wrote:
> Agreed upon the excellence, although I think I maybe like the Culture
> novels infinitesimally more.  Side question: Which were the four others?

  Have to agree here: AADB was good, but "Use of Weapons" is one of my
all-time favourites.

[stuff deleted]

> The bit about the fabulous AI that (probably) created the Lazy Guns in
> the first place is indeed suspicious.  It doesn't sound too dissimilar
> from a Culture Mind.  Also, the description of the Lazy Guns does
> indicate a level of technology on a par with the best the Culture has to
> offer.

  Yes, but I can't think of a Culture Mind making a Lazy Gun, and letting
such weapons wander around. In "A Gift From the Culture" a much weaker
weapon has greater limitations placed on its use. Also, if the Culture made
the Lazy Guns then they've been in contact with the system for several
thousand years: surely Contact and Special Circumstances would have built a
"better" (but duller for Banks' purposes) society in that time.

 Other societies in the Culture universe have built AI's. The Idirans for
example used them but didn't allow them citizenship as the Culture does. So
did the less advanced culture described in "Use of Weapons". Just because
an AI built it doesn't mean an AI from the Culture. I don't think there is
any real evidence that the Culture have been there, and their society is
IMO evidence that they haven't.

Graeme.Lindsell@anu.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 14:47:48 GMT
From: kenm@festival.ed.ac.uk (K MacLeod)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Against A Dark Background

Dave Griffith (dave@blackjoke.bsd.uchicago.edu) wrote:
>> Be interesting to know where Banks is reported to have said this,
>> because it isn't so. _AaDB_ takes place in an isolated solar system,
>> with the nearest galaxies millions of light-years away. And the Culture
>> doesn't have intergalactic travel. So there can be no connection with
>> the Culture stories.
>
>This is simply false.  The Culture has intergalactic travel, although it
>takes a bit of time.  Much of _The Player of Games_ is set in the Lesser
>Magellanic Cloud, a 3 year trip.

In _The State of the Art_, Li says in the course of a rant about the
stupidity of Earth-folk:

'... we haven't even got out of our home galaxy yet ... unless you count
the Clouds, but I doubt they would.'

When the hero of _Use of Weapons_ agrees to do a job for the Culture,
without knowing what exactly the job entails, Diziet Sma remarks:

' ... could have been the other side of the galaxy, for all you knew; could
have been the Clouds. You might have been saying yes to a four-year trip.'

This implies exactly what Li states explicitly above: the Clouds are the
farthest places they've reached. The Clouds are roughly one hundred
thousand light-years away. The trip takes roughly two years. At that speed
you could cover a million light-years in twenty years. I get the
impression, however, that starships can't go that fast between galaxies: in
_The Player of Games_ (p 73, Macmillan edition) the drone Worthil tells
Gurgeh: 'The journey will take nearly two years on the fastest ships, due
to the nature of the energy grid; it's more tenuous out there, between the
star-clumps.' This suggests that it'd be even more tenuous in genuinely
inter-galactic space (the Clouds are on this scale just suburbs of the
Milky Way).

But even at that speed (twenty years to cover 1Mly) it would take four
centuries to travel the average distance between galaxies. As far as I
know, the only inter-galactic journey mentioned in the Culture stories is
at the end of _Consider Phlebas_, where some of the defeated Idirans are
said to be heading for Andromeda ( a mere 2.5 Mly :) ).

So I guess what I should have said was that the Culture doesn't, at the
time of the Culture stories, intervene outside of the home galaxy and the
Clouds, and there are reasons for thinking that doing so would remain
difficult (e.g. if the energy grid is related to the local concentration of
matter). And I suspect that Thriall/Golter is located in a region of the
universe whose gross structure is rather different from the Local Group -
it's isolated, but with a fair number of galaxies visible to the naked eye.
Astronomy corrections welcome, but I think that's a long way off.

Ken MacLeod    

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 18:26:53 GMT
From: mst@vexpert.dbai.tuwien.ac.at (Markus Stumptner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Against a Dark Background

>1. The best the Culture has to offer, however, doesn't include
>inter-galactic travel.

Are you sure?  The Magellanic clouds are about 8% of the way to Andromeda
(just to give a yardstick), and the voyage from the Milky Way to the Lesser
Cloud takes a couple of years.  It's quite imaginable that a ship could
manage, say, a 50-year voyage.  The main question would be: would they be
interested?  (But, then, the other question would be, given the Culture,
someone's bound to try it.)  So I think that, technically, it would be
possible.  However, I think the intent was otherwise.

>Basically, any SF novel that Banks writes which is set outside the
>Culture, but includes 'humans', ultra-advanced technology and AI, could be
>suspected of being in the Culture universe. In a trivial sense this could
>be so, but there need be no connection with the Culture stories.  In this
>case, by setting it in a stellar system so isolated that the galaxies look
>like fuzzy stars, Banks has made the absence of a connection more or less
>unbreakable (so to speak). It also fits in with the theme of isolation,
>and with the implacability of events, which form the 'dark background'
>itself.

Right.  I think both views can be argued for, but this one is the more
convincing one.  I would surmise that the parallels between the Culture
novels and this one more express his general outlook and kind of humor than
any intended causal connections.

Given that the mood and plausibility of the background <sic> of the book is
highly dependent on the isolated state of the system, I'd say the Culture
was not intended to be in this picture.

That the population is human is a common occurrence in Banks' universe.  I
don't think he's ever stooped to the level of actually explaining this.

Markus Stumptner
University of Technology Vienna                 
Paniglg. 16, A-1040 Vienna, Austria
mst@vexpert.dbai.tuwien.ac.at
vexpert!mst@relay.eu.net
...mcsun!vexpert!mst

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 21:21:59 GMT
From: markrose@spss.com (Mark Rosenfelder)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Against A Dark Background (spoiler)

At one point in the book it's stated that Thrial is isolated by at least 1
million light years in all directions.  That's really not so far on the
scale of intergalactic space; Thrial could be (for instance) halfway
between Andromeda and the Milky Way.  Both galaxies would be naked-eye
visible (or would be if it weren't for junklight; that system is pretty
crowded).  Of course, there's no indication that it's *our* galaxy that
Thrial is a million light years away from.

But, having just finished the book, it's another thing that worries me.
What exactly happened to the Lazy Gun at the end of the book?  Is the
implication that it's still there in the Sea House?  That Sharrow grabbed
it on the way out?  That it destroyed itself, only not with a nuke?

And while I'm at it, it seems uncharacteristically dim of Sharrow and her
team to have slogged on through the Embargoed Areas without adequate
supplies and weapons.  If they were really that dumb they'd never have made
it as far as they did in the Antiquities business.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 07:06:23 GMT
From: tsirbasc@ere.umontreal.ca (Tsirbas Christos)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ray Bradbury__Dead or Alive?

I went to one of my favourite bookstores today to look for something
interesting.  As is sometimes my custom, I asked whether anything new was
expected from Ray Bradbury.  The clerk replied that Bradbury died last
spring.  When I asked a friend who is a big fan, she told me that Bradbury
was indeed dead...

I don't seem to remember hearing this anywhere...

If anybody can confirm or deny this, please reply via e-mail.  If it is the
case that the man is dead, a date, or references to obituaries would be
appreciated.

Chris Tsirbas
tsirbasc@brise.ere.umontreal.ca

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 18:57:14 GMT
From: eahg138@rigel.oac.uci.edu (Marty Kagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust:500Years After

Does Anybody know when 500 Years After (The sequel to Phoenix Guards) is
going to be released?  It was advertised in Agyar and I think the paperback
version of Gypsy too.

Marty Kagan
eahg138@orion.oac.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 21:09:05 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:500Years After

eahg138@rigel.oac.uci.edu (Marty Kagan) writes:
>Does Anybody know when 500 Years After (The sequel to Phoenix Guards) is
>going to be released?  It was advertised in Agyar and I think the
>paperback version of Gypsy too.

Mid-March.  It's an April hardcover.  Hint: Bookstore employees will find
it in their indices under its actual title, FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 22:48:02 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Last Deadloss Visions

			 THE LAST DEADLOSS VISIONS

		   An enquiry into the non-appearance of
			     Harlan Ellison's
			THE LAST DANGEROUS VISIONS

		       written by Christopher Priest

Is now on my mailserver.  It was announced in Ansible as being available,
and people asked where.  The delay was because I needed to get permission
from the author (general net availability wasn't stated explicitly, and I
would rather be safe), and he was away for a few weeks.

To get it (warning, it's 146 Kb long - if anyone is interested I'll add a
UUENCODED ZIP version), send email to mailserver@keris.demon.co.uk, with
any subject line (it's ignored), and the following lines (*not* a chatty
letter!) in the body:

GET DEADLOSS.TXT
END

You can add the commands HELP and DIR (on separate lines) before the END
command to get help and the files available.

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 00:48:05 GMT
From: geitner@alexia.lis.uiuc.edu (Lorin Geitner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edmond Hamilton fans?

sandyh@world.std.com (Sandra J Hutchinson) writes:
>Are there any other fans of Edmond Hamilton's Starwolf series out there?
>
>Does anyone know of contemporary authors who might be working with similar
>themes?
>
>Are any of his other works still in print?

I haven't read the Starwolf series, but I have read a number of the
"Captain Future" books.  They were kind of a science fiction answer to the
Shadow and Doc Savage, in the 30s and 40s.  Pretty crude writing and
characterization, but fast moving plots.  In short, they are good, escapist
trash which I thoroughly recommend for that purpose.  They are now out of
print, but you can still frequently find them in used books stores.

Does anyone else out there remember the Captain Future series, and if so,
what did you think of it?

Lorin Geiter
geitner@alexia.lis.uiuc.edu

------------------------------
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 19:31:00 GMT
From: tyrus@dragon.hna.com.au (Brother Tyrus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Clive Barker : The Great and Secret Show

How many people have read this book, the previous book _Weaveworld_ and the
next one _Imajica_?  Although not a trilogy, all 3 books have a similar
feel.  _The great and secret show_ is, IMHO, one ofthe best books ever
written, brilliantly combining SF with Fantasy, horror and mysticism.

Anybody else read it?  I'd like some other people's opinions, plus on other
Clive Barker material which does not necessarily fall under the 'horror'
category.

tyrus@dragon.hna.com.au

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 03:03:43 GMT
From: sdl3966@ocvaxa.cc.oberlin.edu (Live Backwards)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clive Barker : The Great and Secret Show

I read about two-thirds of _The Great and Secret Show_ and was forced to
stop.  And that's saying a lot, because I almost NEVER don't finish a book,
no matter how bad. Horror a la Stephen King is really not my thing,
although I'll readily agree that Barker (or at least TGASS) is not strictly
horror, or at least is horror mixed with fantasy and mysticism as you said.

TGASS started out great, and I was really into it. However, I felt that it
stretched out far too long. I was turned off by all the female characters,
even the ones who were obviously supposed to be strong. I don't always let
a lack of female characters deter me (after all, Heinlein is my god :) but
in this instance it really bugged me. The book degenerated into
sensationalist horror, and started to feel like a "nerd's revenge" fantasy.
Maybe it got better in the last third, I don't know. I'm wary of Barker
now, but I'm still willing to try out some of his other stuff.

Maybe my opinion of TGASS had something to do with the person who
recommended it to me...

Joan

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 06:56:40 GMT
From: crawford_killian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clive Barker : The Great and Secret Show

This was a useful book in that it precluded my ever having to waste any
more time on Barker's stuff. Otherwise, it was a dreadful piece of crap.

Crawford Kilian
Communications Department
Capilano College
North Vancouver BC Canada V7J 3H5
Usenet: Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca
Internet: ckilian@cln.etc.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 14:34:40 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clive Barker : The Great and Secret Show

Crawford Kilian (crawford_killian@mindlink.bc.ca) wrote:
>This was a useful book in that it precluded my ever having to waste any
>more time on Barker's stuff. Otherwise, it was a dreadful piece of crap.

Pity, since _Weaveworld_ is brilliant (IMHO) and I couldn't finish TGASS
either. Barker's problem with his Dark Fantasy, is that he drops into
horror mode every so often, especially in his sex scenes. He only does this
once in _Weaveworld_, so it's possible to ignore it. TGASS had at least
three occurrences before I stopped.  It seemed like he would feel he had to
include something of the sort every so often, would dash it off, and then
never go back to that scene, leaving it very unpolished compared to the
rest of the writing. I would recommend _Weaveworld_ to anyone, even if they
hated TGASS.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 15:40:32 GMT
From: jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com (Joel Finkle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clive Barker : The Great and Secret Show

Note that while these are not series, TGaSS is listed as "The First Book of
The Art".

I haven't read Imajica, but I have it on my long list.  My short list has
about 20 books on it, so it'll be a while before I get to Imajica.
Weaveworld I thought was better than TGaSS, more fun (even though I left
the book at our summer cabin, and didn't finish the last third until the
next summer).  TGaSS was more like a bad horror film.  Well done, but it'd
be turned into one heck of a lousy movie.

Joel Finkle
Searle R&D
jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 20:16:17 GMT
From: goodin@fraser.sfu.ca (Charles Frederick Goodin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clive Barker : The Great and Secret Show

crawford_killian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian) writes:
>This was a useful book in that it precluded my ever having to waste any
>more time on Barker's stuff. Otherwise, it was a dreadful piece of crap.

Well, there's a wonderfully informative piece of criticism.  What exactly
was wrong with it?  I'll admit, it certainly doesn't have the quality of a
lot of Barker's other books (e.g. Imajica, Weaveworld), although it's a lot
better than "The Thief of Always".  But it still contains a little of
Barker's essential style.  The man uses words like Van Gogh used a
paintbrush.  For me, at least, he manages to really bring forth the feeling
in the scene, and oftentimes he'll write one sentence that just says
exactly what it should say: succinct, but still drawing a complete picture.

Barker is one of the writers on my "must read" list, even though he's done
a few things that weren't up to his usual standards. ("The Theif of Always"
being the foremost example).

Chuk Goodin
Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, BC
goodin@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 19:57:51 GMT
From: LDMCC@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card: Tales of Alvin Maker

Anyone know whether there are or will be any Alvin Maker stories in
addition to the first three (_Seventh Son_, _Red Prophet_, and _Prentice
Alvin_)?  The story just seemed stop in the middle of things at the end of
_Prentice Alvin_.

Lon Mendelsohn

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 19:57:04 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Tales of Alvin Maker

<LDMCC@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU> writes:
>Anyone know whether there are or will be any Alvin Maker stories in
>addition to the first three (_Seventh Son_, _Red Prophet_, and _Prentice
>Alvin_)?  The story just seemed stop in the middle of things at the end of
>_Prentice Alvin_.

Yes, there will.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 09:21:25 GMT
From: ender@lakes.trenton.sc.us (Keith Emery)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Orson Scott Card "Memory series"

I recall a post (or two) awhile back in reference to Orson Scott Card's new
book in the _Memory of Earth series.  The post mentioned something about
this series, or atleast the first book in the series having to do with
Mormon theology.  I would like more information on this as to why the book
is thought of in this way etc..

I personally am enjoying this series, and figured more information might be
interesting.

Keith Emery
ender@lakes.trenton.sc.us

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 14:13:40 GMT
From: noel@gaia.gatech.edu (noel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card "Memory series"

ender@lakes.trenton.sc.us (Keith Emery) writes:
>I recall a post (or two) awhile back in reference to Orson Scott Card's
>new book in the _Memory of Earth series.  The post mentioned something
>about this series, or atleast the first book in the series having to do
>with Mormon theology.  I would like more information on this as to why the
>book is thought of in this way etc..

I'm not the greatest authority on this, but here are a couple of broad
facts and maybe someone else can fill in the details.  The entire
_Homecoming_ series is a science fiction retelling of some (or all) of the
stories in the Book of Mormon.  In particular, that is how Card described
it before it had been released.  It was similar enough to the originals for
a number of other practicing Mormons to sharply critisize Card for
trivializing the religous texts.  When this discussion spilled over into
the Card bulletin board on Prodigy, he responded with a long, eloquent
defense of his use of the material.

Noel Rappin
noel@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 03:11:33 GMT
From: kickaha@student.adelaide.edu.au (Sundance Bilson-Thompson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: World Of Tiers series

   As anyone can tell from my email address, I am something of a fan of
Phillip Jose Farmer's 'World of Tiers' series. Last night I happened to be
flipping through my copy of 'The Lavalite World', the fifth book in the
series, and discovered a bit at the very end that said
      'Be watching for the next book in the series: Kickaha's World'
or words to that effect.

   To the best of my knowledge, 'Kickaha's World' was never published, the
sixth book supposedly in the series being 'Red Orc's Rage'.  Does anyone
have any idea what was supposed to happen in 'Kickaha's World', or have an
address (preferably email) where I can contact Phillip Jose Farmer and ask
him?  Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 16:47:37 GMT
From: jim@rand.org (Jim Gillogly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: World Of Tiers series

<kickaha@student.adelaide.edu.au> wrote:
>To the best of my knowledge, 'Kickaha's World' was never published, the
>sixth book supposedly in the series being 'Red Orc's Rage'.

I found "Red Orc's Rage" (1991) very disappointing - it's basically the
fantasy of a "disturbed" teen-ager undergoing World of Tiers therapy, where
he fantasizes about what it would be like to be Red Orc.  I don't consider
it a canonical part of the series, but YMMV.

The final (?) book in the series, "More than Fire" (1993) is much better:
It's Kickaha vs Red Orc all the way through, with cameos by our favorite
planets, and good action, adventure, twists, and turns.  The Tiers series
(like Riverworld) went down sharply to "Lavalite" (not even counting the
nadir of "Rage"), but "MtF" is a worthy close to the series.  Recommended!
The ISBN is 0-312-85280-0, if that helps.

Jim Gillogly

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 16:08:11 GMT
From: egstein@scws3.harvard.edu (Evan Stein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Time After Time

All hail Jack Finney...

This is the most awesome Science Fiction book I have ever read.  Time
Travel theories that are based in psychology and motivation rather than
magnetic fields (snicker).  If you haven't read it you should, and come to
think of it I'm not going to spoil it...

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 15:58:58 GMT
From: curtw@vms.cis.pitt.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time After Time

Isn't it actually called "Time and Again," not "Time after Time"?

"Time after Time" was the movie in which H.G. Wells traveled to the present
in pursuit of Jack the Ripper.

Finney's "Time and Again" involves a man traveling back to 19th century New
York.

Curt Wohleber
Communications Specialist
Univerity of Pittsburgh
curtw@vms.cis.pitt.edu				     	

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 12:07:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.atl.ga.us (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Time After Time

This should be _Time and Again_.  I've read it three times; it's the best
time travel story I've ever read.  Finney has also written some good short
stories with similar themes, which can be found in:

_The Third Level_ (also published as _The Clock of Time_)
_I Love Galesburg in the Springtime_

_About Time_ (just the time-travel stories from the above two volumes)

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 16:32:13 GMT
From: mlauer@gn.ecn.purdue.edu (Mary E. Lauer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dragonfly in Amber

Mary Oldham writes:
>Yes, "Dragonfly in Amber" is definitely a sequel to "Outlander" by Diana
>Gabaldon.  I wouldn't imagine that the sequel would be much fun to read
>without having read the first book.  By the way, I just finished
>"Outlander" and It was fun reading.  The trilogy will be finished this
>year when "Voyager" is published.  This is the conclusion to the time
>travel series.

Well, actually, it's not the last. 8-) There is a fourth book, which won't
be published for at least another year. That's what I heard, and having
finished Voyager (which was just as good as Outlander, I must say!) I can
tell you that it doesn't wrap up all the storylines.

Now I have to hold my breath for a year for the fourth book! 8-)

Mary Lauer
marra@sadira.gb.nrao.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 05:09:16 GMT
From: mmccool@void.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mike McCool)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gerrold: Next Chtorr book?

Does anyone know when the next War with the Chtorr book will be released?
I have book 5, I think, right after the blimp crashed.

Any info greatly appreciated!

Mike McCool
mmccool@ncsa.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 21:31:04 GMT
From: JEK133@psuvm.psu.edu (Josh Kaderlan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gerrold: Next Chtorr book?

mmccool@void.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mike McCool) says:
>Does anyone know when the next War with the Chtorr book will be released?
>I have book 5, I think, right after the blimp crashed.

Wait a second...  The Hieronymous Bosch crashed in Book 4, *A Season for
Slaughter*.  Is the fifth book already out?  I just borrowed the first four
books from a friend, and after having read them in quick succession, I find
myself getting antsy for the next book.  God, I hate long series...

Josh

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 23:51:41 GMT
From: bp494@cleveland.freenet.edu (Dana Goldblatt Anthony)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: The Virtual Boss by Floyd Kemske

Review written by Dana L. G. Anthony

The Virtual Boss
by Floyd Kemske

   A science fictional, near future satire and horror story about
management!
   Donald Jones has a horrible experience with his first three jobs: People
- - personalities - get in the way of getting things done.  "...it's
impossible to get people to do what you want just by telling them to." he
discovers.  He discovers this by going through experiences that are
uncomfortably realistic-sounding; I felt that anyone who went through what
he did would try what he tried, and (as he felt) feel that he was creating
a utopian company.
   Jones establishes a combination expert system/ Eliza program (with some
handwaving about neural nets etc.) which tries various maneuvers on each
employee and verifies by the company's databases what makes each employee
more effective.  The program becomes a "Virtual Boss", without ever being
an AI...  there's nothing about how it "comes to life", just its imitation
of lifelike behaviors and manipulation of human employees is enough.
   The setting is revealed in only small doses; jobs are harder to come by
and there are some technical advances, some new social protest groups; but
it is a believable near future.  The author wisely leaves the computer
program enigmatic; it is ultimately not a force for good or evil, though it
often seems like one or the other, but the tool it is; the force is how
people respond to it, and its ease at manipulation.
   Caught between the awfulness of working for a Virtual boss and the
torture of being or working for a real one, the story shows no way out
except being your own boss; which may be the path for the future anyway.
   This is a very well written book; the characterizations are satirical,
not realistic, but very on target.  It made me squirm and made me think.

Title:      The Virtual Boss
Author:     Floyd Kemske
Order Info: ISBN 0-945774-22-2
Publisher:  Catbird Press, 16 Windsor Rd,, North Haven CT 06473
City:       North Haven, CT
pages:      237
Comments:   hardcover, $19.95
Date:       1993

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 15:35:02 GMT
From: paradox@dorsai.dorsai.org (jason yaskoir)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stephen Lawhead?

Any one into the "Song Of Albion" trilogy??? It's Celtic based fantasy.

paradox@met.com
paradox@dorsai.dorsai.org

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 15:18:02 GMT
From: pat@cooky.demon.co.uk (Pat McMurray)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Lawhead?

Yes I've read the first volume, but not anything else yet. I enjoyed it, it
wasn't typical run of the mill Celtic fantasy. I also liked Holdstock's
Lavondyss/Bone Forest series which had a very similar feel about it.

Pat McMurray

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 09:45:31 GMT
From: fraserdk@dcs.glasgow.ac.uk (David K Fraser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Lawhead?

I've read the first two books. They are, IMHO, the best books that Lawhead
has written so far. In fact, apart from the Pendragon Cycle, they are the
ONLY good books he's written so far! Not that his earlier books were
terrible: they were just naive, corny and badly-written. I'm looking
forward to the third book in this series: if he keeps improving at this
rate, it should be something special...

David F. 

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 94 22:17:17 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: out this week in the USA

Out this week:

Islands Of Tomorrow, F.M.Busby, AvoNova SF (pb)
 adventures outside of time and space (?)
The Singularity Project, F.M.Busby, Tor SF (pb)
 Out in paperback; "con man sells matter transmitter to billionaire"
  reports Spider Robinson
An Alien Light, Nancy Kress, Avon SF (pb)
 An alien study of the bloodthirsty human race
Purgatory, Mike Resnick, Tor SF (pb)
 Another alien-planet-gets-human-contact story like Paradise
Stainless Steel Visions, Harry Harrison, Tor SF (pb)
 Out in paperback; short-story collection incl. The Golden Years of the
   S.S.R. 

Out last week but I'm waiting for paperback:
Worldwar: In The Balance, Harry Turtledove (hb)

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Bujold (4 msgs) & Jones (3 msgs) &
                        Patricia Kennealy 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 23:31:28 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lois McMaster Bujold's Barrayar/Miles/etc. series

Between being sick, and knowing _Mirror Dance_ was about to come out in
hardback, I thought I'd reread some Bujold, and see if it was as good as I
remember it being.  It was - maybe even a bit better.  I skipped _Falling
Free_ and _Borders of Infinity_, which the following review indicates by
their absence.

The following are reviewed according to internal chronology; since some of
the books "spoil" others, I'll insert a generic spoiler warning here.  I
tried not to give away too much in the reviews, but I tend to like to know
ahead of time how things come out so I don't have to worry about what
happens and can pay attention to the interesting details along the way.
Needless to say, sometimes I ruin endings as a result.

I know a lot of people around here have already read and enjoyed these
books immensely, as recent discussion has indicated.  I hope, if you
haven't read these books yet, you give them a try.  Lois McMaster Bujold
has a great take on the military subcategory of adventure sf, particularly
the mercenary subsubcategory.  She also writes an enjoyable romance.

SPOILERS ahead:

_Shards of Honor_ is the story of an invasion which was a bad idea in the
first place, and which takes what appears to be a sharp turn for the worse
along the way.  It is also the story of an unexpected mid-life romance for
two people on opposite sides of the war, in search of a separate peace.
It's about honor and loyalty, principles and love.  It is, in spots, very
funny.

Our unlikely couple from the previous novel, Aral Vorkosigan and Cordelia
Naismith marry in _Barrayar_, hoping, rather distractedly, for a quieter
future than their recent past.  They are not to get it, however, as Aral is
appointed target er, Regent for the young Emperor and Aral's policies
result in wrath against him personally.  They have a son, and find
themselves in the middle of a palace coup.  This one is more about desire
and duty, wants and needs, and, in spots, this one is even funnier.

All relevant parties survive and their son, Miles Naismith Vorkosigan,
grows up, determined to overcome his disabilities and prove himself great
even with the hand he was dealt, but equally determined not to lose his
mother's love and his father's respect along the way.

In _The Warrior's Apprentice_, Miles fails to pass the physical examination
to enter the Imperial Military Academy.  Dejected, he takes a vacation to
his mother's old home on Beta Colony. He tries to do a good deed, and maybe
impress Elena, but like telling a little lie, he has to scramble fast to
cover the good deed with more good deeds until he inadvertantly creates the
Dendarii, a mercenary army, and brings peace to Tau Verde.  He succeeds in
getting out with enough money to cover the original debt and scrambles back
to Barrayar in time to stand trial for a charge of treason.  He slides out
of that problem, and into the academy.  This one is about the easy way and
the hard way, the merely good and the dangerously great.  It's funny in
parts, too.

When his military career takes a dive in _The Vor Game_ following a
collision with a psychotic commanding officer with no political sense,
Miles winds up tagging along with agent Ungari to scope out a nearby
(galactically speaking) political situation.  He finds the Dendarii in
disarray, reverted to their old name and commander, but largely still loyal
to him.  Gregor, meanwhile, managed to escape his keepers, and Miles is
appalled to find himself personally responsible for the Emperor's
safekeeping, particularly when he fails in this task.  Miles being Miles,
or, rather, Admiral Naismith, and all others inspired by his peculiar brand
of manic insanity, this all works out in the end.  The Dendarii become the
Emperor's Own, and get a budget.  This one's about demands and sacrifices,
debts and costs.

In _Ethan of Athos_, we get a break from the, uh, breakneck pace of life
around Miles, only we get it in the form of Elli Quinn, who moves quicker,
if not as fast.  She's running a side business in espionage for Miles
(think of it as diversification of services), trying to find out why a
Jackson's Hole lab was destroyed.  Her life intersects with that of the
title character, sent by his all-male society to find out what happened to
their shipment of ovarian cultures, desperately needed to propagate the
Athos people and uh, culture.  The culture shock for Ethan (meeting women,
the Sink of Sin for the first time!), and the hectic nature of the chase
they are both involved in make for a fascinating tale.  Bujold's ability to
create a conflict in which all characters are sympathetic, and in pursuit
of mostly worthy goals is apparent.  I'd describe this one as being about
means and ends, about ethics and morals.

After an unbelievably successful caper on Dagoola IV (depicted in _Borders
of Infinity_, and proof that Bujold can do heart-wrenching, as well as she
can do funny), the Dendarii are fleeing from the Cetagandans, first the
fleet, then assassins and political players, in _Brothers in Arms_.  They
arrive on Earth, where they thought they were expected, but where no one
knew they were coming, where a Komarran heads the Barrayaran embassy (why
is this a problem?  Aral is known as "the Butcher of Komarr"), and where a
plot is brewing against Miles Vorkosigan (as opposed to against Admiral
Naismith, his Dendarii alter ego, who merely has a price on his head).
This one is about family duty, family loyalty, about who is family, and
whether you are their keeper.

Miles is one of the most memorable characters in recent science fiction,
but for me, Cordelia, Elli and Elena (and, for that matter, minor
characters such as Kareen, Drushnakova, Lt. Bone, Elizabeth Naismith and
Alys Vorpatril) make these stories wonderful to read, particularly in such
a male-dominated genre.  The contrast between Betan-style constitutionalism
and feudal Barrayar, and that between Cordelia's theism and many of the
other's indifference to religion, give depth to the things held in common:
personal loyalty and honorable behavior.  Bujold's sympathetic portrayal of
people whose beliefs and behavior differ wildly, and who often come into
conflict is refreshing.  Her books are highly entertaining adventure
stories with enough of a moral and philosophical background to reward
rereading.  And some of them are riotously funny.

The weakest of these books is probably _The Vor Game_, the complexity of
the plot(ting - and I mean it in both senses) gets a bit overwhelming.
_Ethan of Athos_ works the best as a stand-alone novel (_Shards of Honor_
being pretty clearly the chronological entry point to a series).  _The
Warrior's Apprentice_ is probably the best, although it's a tough call
between that and _Barrayar_.  _Brothers in Arms_ makes the least sense out
of context, and leaves an enormous amount hanging at the end so although
the writing is, imo, technically the most competent, and the
characterization is the sharpest (Ivan is finally more than That Idiot -
he's acquired a specific kind of idiocy and it's by choice, rather than
congenital; furthermore, hanging out with Miles is having a beneficial
influence.  The Komarran diplomat is one of Bujold's more compelling
side-characters, and we're finally getting some insight into the Miles-Mom
connection.  We knew it had to be there; we're finally getting a glimpse of
it.), it loses as a novel what it gains as a series entry.

I look forward (intensely) to _Mirror Dance_.  I want to know what Miles
did with his baby brother.  And what Cordelia said when he tried to
explain.  ;-)

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 03:44:06 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois McMaster Bujold's Barrayar/Miles/etc. series

rcrowley@zso.dec.com:
>_Brothers in Arms_...is, imo, technically the most competent, and the
>characterization is the sharpest (Ivan is finally more than That Idiot -
>he's acquired a specific kind of idiocy and it's by choice, rather than
>congenital

I thought the best take on this idiocy was in "The Warrior's Apprentice":

   Ivan had the family memory, at least.  What would it be like
   to have a mind that retained nearly everything, but never
   bothered to put it in any kind of order?  Exactly like living
   in Ivan's room, Miles decided.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 15:54:44 GMT
From: kaufman@sml9.ecs.umass.edu (David Kaufman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois McMaster Bujold's Barrayar/Miles/etc. series

I suppose we could talk forever about the relative merits of Bujold's
books.  But I can't resist speaking up for _Shards of Honor_, IMO the best
book published since _Ender's Game_.  I find its main topic and most
powerful element to be something deeper than honor - SIN.  (With overtones
of hubris, classically done.)  Decide, if you can, who was the real
villain.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 21:20:30 GMT
From: kaufman@sml9.ecs.umass.edu (David Kaufman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois McMaster Bujold's Barrayar/Miles/etc. series

On the subject of _Shards of Honor_, I (David Kaufman) claimed that the
fundamental subject of the book is the nature of sin, and popped off with
the tag line: 

> Decide, if you can, who was the real villain.

Rebecca Crowley responded with text including:
> ... nobody really qualifies as a villain (either they were ignorant,
> stupid, not psychologically responsible, caught in a conflict of
> loyalties/principles, congenitally screwy, etc.  Prince Serg is the only
> possible exception I can think of, and he's really more of a puppet than
> anything else).  Everyone is potentially a target of sympathy ("Two
> victims.  There are two victims in this room.").  Everyone is the product
> of a sum of vectors they have no real control over.  Everyone has the
> capacity to be better than they are and is expected to try.

Oho!  I think you've fallen into my trap.  What about *Ezar*?  Let's start
from the beginning, and watch the crescendo of evil.  Just when you've got
it pinned down, you find out that there really is something worse.

[SPOILERS BEGIN HERE.]

  Cordelia meets up with hideous violence on the planet surface (Bothari).
     (*Feel* her anger at the waste of Dubauer's fate.)
  Then, she bumps into a broader evil of political intrigue (Radnov).
     (Grieve with her for the children swept away by landing on the wrong
      side.) 
  Next, Bothari again, but more personal, more frightening, and intertwined
     with the sadism inflicted on him ("two victims", just as you say). 
     (Fear her own fate with her; absolve Bothari with her.)
  Next, slaughter on a higher scale by Serg, the warmongering coward.
     (Fight to contain the revulsion he inspires.)
  But encompassing it all, responsible for every act of torture and
     violence from cover to cover, is the deepest plot.   

Ezar chose to give command to Serg and his kind, allowing their abuses of
it (Vorruyter's, in particular).  He engineered the "triumph" of the war
party so that the assault on Escobar would go forward.  He knew that
thousands of Escobarans would die, that thousands of Barrayarans would die,
and that all sorts of other perfectly nice people would be caught in the
net (e.g. Cordelia).  And as the cherry on top, he used Aral's loyalty in
the one way that would do the most to destroy him.

And for what?  Do the ends justify the means?  Ezar was trying to remake
the future of an entire planet, and he pretty well did it, but I don't
think that it really lets him off the hook.  Remember that he says
something like "I have always been an atheist, a faith I find comforting in
my old age."  If I had done what he did, I'd be just as glad as he was to
think that I wouldn't be held to answer in the hereafter for my actions.

And if you really think that he was justified, what about Kodos the
Executioner in the original Star Trek series (the Shakespearean episode -
"The Conscience of the King")?  Kodos played God too.  He decided to make
the trade-off himself, life against life.  Would he have been a hero, if
the food ships hadn't come so soon after the slaughter?  Even he didn't
really believe so.  (What other stories cover this theme?  I suspect that
someone will think of a telling reference to ancient Greek tragedy.)

I never thought about Cordelia behaving unrealistically, as you suggest.  I
can see it in her foray into the engine room, I guess.  But surely Miles is
far more guilty of this?  That's a reason why I put both Cordelia books
ahead of all the others - that Cordelia is capable of being caught
unprepared, while Miles can talk his way out of anything, and endure any
number of broken bones without losing his train of thought.  Cordelia is to
me a more universal character.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 20:33:33 GMT
From: bkramire@unix.amherst.edu (Nobody's Home)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Charmed, I'm sure

   I was thrilled a couple of months ago to see some threads on Diana Wynne
Jones.  I ahdn't been able to read any of her stuff since I moved away from
home and lost access to the children's library *grin*.

   However, I saw a book that i HADN'T read by her in the bookstore the
other day.  It's the first time I had ever seen one of her books outside of
a library.  I can't remember which one it was, (i would recognize the
title) but it was about witches (*shock*) and was, from what I could see,
NOT a Chrestomanci book.

   So what I was wondering was, is it any good?
   Worth picking up when I get the money?

   I just wish I could find Witch Week and Dogsbody in a bookstore...

Bethany Ramirez

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 02:13:08 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charmed, I'm sure

It might have been _A Sudden Wild Magic_ which I bought new last week.  The
book is about a cabal of English witches who find out that someone is
manipulating Earth in order to learn from its advances (both arcane and
technological) and attempt a counterattack.

I didn't like it, and I've generally enjoyed her books (especially
_Archer's Goon_ and _Charmed Life_).  There were just too many characters,
on all sides of the conflict, whom I intensely disliked, and not enough
that I liked or cared about.  Also, the plot seemed exceedingly flimsy,
basically just a framework to hang a romance on.  Romances do not work well
when you dislike the people involved, and happy endings tend to fall flat
when you don't see how any of the people now paired up could stand each
other.

The dislike of the characters may be my own personal reaction, but I think
the flimsy plot would bother a lot of people.  Lots of deus ex machina,
lots of threads that don't lead anywhere or don't really make much sense.
(The enemy leader was in telepathic contact with dozens of spies on Earth,
but he still thinks Earth natives are reptiles?)

This one's headed for the used book store.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 18:53:35 GMT
From: sudmici@yalevm.ycc.edu (Micole Sudberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: charmed,  I'm sure

I concur with the generally negative opinions of _A Sudden Wild Magic_, and
the generally positive ones of Diana Wynne Jones.  Knopf Bullseye has
recently republished a bunch of her books in paperback: Witch Week, Charmed
Life, Dogsbody, The Ogre Downstairs, The Lives of Christopher Chant ... I
*think* that's all.  You should be able to find them in any store with a
reasonably good children's section; or special order them from any place
that does that.  (Most of the chains do.)  Ace and Berkeley also
republished some, but they're probably out of print by now.  (A shame; they
did Howl's Moving Castle, which is my absolute favorite and I think the
best of them.) (Uh, "they" = Ace, at least in the particular instance
above.)

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 01:24:01 GMT
From: slz3c@cc.usu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What happened to Patricia Kennealy?

I have enjoyed her work a lot and am very curious as to what ever happened
to the sequel of The Hawks Gray Feather? It was supposed to be called the
Oak Above the Kings according to the end of HGF but after several years I
still haven't seen the next book.  Does anyone know what happend?  Is
Patricia Kennealy ever going to finish it?  The back of the same book also
mentions a series of books called The Tales of Gwydion and the Tales of
Brebdan both a triology and both say "Forthcoming" Any information would be
welcome.  I really enjoyed the first series and want to finish the second
sometime in my lifetime!

Heidi

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

		   Books - Bujold (3 msgs) & Kennealy &
                           Norton (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 23:20:44 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois McMaster Bujold's Barrayar/Miles/etc. series

SPOILERS follow

Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley <rcrowley@zso.dec.com> wrote:
>I do like _Shards of Honor_ quite a lot, but I had a problem the first
>time I read it that got a lot worse the second time: Cordelia's responses
>to the things that happen in the second half of the book are very hard for
>me to believe.  She waltzes right through some incredibly dangerous stuff
>without really realizing how incredibly
[...]
>of the book.  To me, her actions and _attitude_ are "foolhardy", not
>courageous and that just isn't compatible with the view of Cordelia we
>get in _Barrayar_.

I didn't react this way. I guess I saw it as the character revealing
resources she didn't know she had until she was tested. Perhaps I'd be more
inclined to agree with you if you could point out specifically what
incidents bothered you, and why. Granted, resolving the mutiny on Aral
Vorkosigan's ship after the arrival of her Betan rescue team was pretty
risky. But consider her position: she'd gotten to like Aral (or perhaps
even love him), and she had given him her "parole". I doubt whether she
really wanted to leave. To leave him with the mutineers on board his ship,
a situation created by her own people, would be dishonorable. And it's
evident that Cordelia holds great store by honesty and honor.

>The really neat thing about Bujold, imo, is that nobody really qualifies
>as a villain (either they were ignorant, stupid, not psychologically
>responsible, caught in a conflict of loyalties/principles, congenitally
>screwy, etc.  Prince Serg is the only possible exception I can think of,
>and he's really more of a puppet than anything else).  Everyone is
>potentially a target of sympathy ("Two victims.  There are two victims in
>this room.").  Everyone is the product of a sum of vectors

Two victims and one villain - Vorrutyer. I think he pretty clearly
qualifies as a "bad guy" and he gets what he deserves. Otherwise, I agree
with you.  Characters in this book do awful things, yet Bujold makes us
look at them with some sympathy. Consider Sergeant Bothari, the
torturer-rapist. (What does Cordelia say to him? "Madmen are close to god",
or something like that. Touching, considering her position at the time.)

>they have no real control over.  Everyone has the capacity to be better
>than they are and is expected to try.  The most "evil" setup in any of the
>books (the invasion of Escobar) could have been avoided by its principals
>*at any time*, merely by displaying even the slightest amount of sense.

Yes. In fact, I found the reasons posited for the Escobar invasion (the
true reasons) to require considerable suspension of disbelief. I find it
hard to believe that a government, any government, could mount such a
Goldbergian assassination plot. I mean, wars are _expensive.

>I'd have to say, in that context, that the "villain", to the degree there
>is one, is Barrayar itself (not the planet, but its people, as represented
>by its government).  Why, then, do so many clearly honorable, so many
>*good* people choose to be loyal to such a hideous system?  Well, there's
>something about Barrayar, which is greater than Beta, whose leader Steady
>Freddy is only significant in that every person we run into on Beta says
>right off, "I didn't vote for him".  On Barrayar, just about everyone,
>directly or indirectly, has sworn allegiance to the leader of Barrayar -
>everyone is on the line, all the time.  It has a potential for greatness
>that Beta Colony-as-an-organization lacks.  In this particular case,

I don't know. I don't know because I don't feel that I really understand
Barrayar very well. I think that Bujold's gifts lie in the areas of
characterization and plotting; she's not good at imagining worlds. I don't
see Barrayar as a real place in her books, just as a stage-set for the
characters and action. She hasn't left me with a real "feel" for the place,
for its history or culture. I do think that the despotic nature of
Barrayaran government isn't an advantage and I don't think the Vorkosigans
do, either.

But don't let my criticisms mislead - I've just recently started reading
the Bujold books, and I haven't enjoyed space opera this much since I was a
kid.  

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 23:52:18 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois McMaster Bujold's Barrayar/Miles/etc. series

David Kaufman (kaufman@sml9.ecs.umass.edu) asked:
>Decide, if you can, who was the real villain.

I said it was Barrayar.

David disagreed, saying:

> What about *Ezar*? 
>
>Ezar chose to give command to Serg and his kind, allowing their abuses of
>it (Vorruyter's, in particular).

Why did Ezar "choose" to give command to Serg?  Serg was the heir; if he
was to one day be Emperor, he *had* to have command experience, or he'd
never succeed in keeping faction fighting to a minimum, and before you know
it Barrayar would dissolve in the feudal bickering that had characterized
pre-Dorca "civilization" on that planet.  He's *had* command for a long
time, before he was handed the invasion fleet proper.  Therein lies the
problem, and why I called Serg a puppet.  Serg probably started life as a
garden-variety psychotic, who wouldn't be much of a threat because the
checks and balances of society would prevent him from getting enough power
to do the horrid things his sick brain suggested to him.  However, as the
Imperial Heir, he has the means, the power and the opportunity, to do what
he wants when he wants almost always to who he wants, with impunity.  He is
answerable *only* to the Emperor himself, Ezar.  Ezar, as Serg's father and
liege-lord, is personally, morally and legally responsible for Serg's
actions, and personally, morally and legally obligated to discipline and/or
punish him as necessary.  Serg's behavior was inevitable, due to a
combination of genetics and birthright; Ezar was forced to do something
about it, once he was aware of it.

Ezar likely did what he could to slow Serg down.  Probably talked to him,
disciplined him in a variety of ways we don't know about because it all
happened before _Shards of Honor_.  Serg got better at covering up his
wickedness, or just waited until he was of age, and then collected men
around him who would cooperate in his abominable behavior in exchange for
the power Serg-as-heir could provide.

By this time, quiet solutions to the Serg problem (like snuffing him in the
crib with a pillow, which in a lot of ways would have been ideal) were
non-viable.  Remember, Ezar really had no way of knowing just *how* bad
Serg was going to turn out and kept offering him chances to redeem himself.
Also, moderate solutions to the Serg problem were non-options, as any
discipline short of death had already proved inadequate (and imprisoning
the Imperial Heir seems, ah, politically really unwise - that'd probably
trigger the kind of civil warfare Ezar was trying *desperately* to avoid).

Assassinating Serg would require a scapegoat, and his security was probably
too good anyway; exposure of Ezar's involvement would, again, trigger civil
war.

This leaves death by genuine accident, let the future deal with it (in the
meantime, what Barrayar would suffer!  And again, his eventual demise at
the hands of an angry populace or lucky assassin would trigger, you guessed
it, civil war; worst of all, Serg allowed to ascend to the throne would
probably result in him *still* attacking Escobar - see below for more on
this), or, hey!  Let's get him killed in battle *now*.  Dies gloriously,
leaves his son as an heir (young enough and protected from his father, he's
probably not too twisted yet), no civil war, etc..

The costs were horrible, as David aptly pointed out:

>He knew that thousands of Escobarans would die, that thousands of
>Barrayarans would die, and that all sorts of other perfectly nice people
>would be caught in the net (e.g. Cordelia).  And as the cherry on top, he
>used Aral's loyalty in the one way that would do the most to destroy him.

If you think Ezar *wanted* to wipe out Aral's sense of personal honor,
*wanted* to use his loyalty to warp and destroy him, well, I think we read
different books.  Same title, same author, same words on the same pages,
but different books nonetheless.

If Ezar hadn't engineered the early triumph of the war party,
 after Ezar's death, Serg would almost certainly have launched the
Escobaran expedition, only this time, without Aral to handle the retreat,
ultimately escaping (assuming he did escape; if he didn't, you're looking
at civil war again over the succession) with a shambles of an army
completely unprepared to handle anything larger than a barroom brawl, wide
open to the Cetagandan invasion which would promptly follow a successful
Komarran revolt.  Bye-bye Barrayar.  There'd be nothing left (Barrayar
wanted Komarr intact so they were careful about how they treated it; Komarr
and Cetaganda don't want Barrayar intact.  They'd nuke the place till the
whole damn planet glowed.).  Nothing.  Thousands of Escobarans, thousands
of Barrayarans, a few Betans, and one man's personal honor are a *small*
price to pay, against the utter destruction of civilization on Barrayar and
thousands of Escobarans, and probably a few Betans.  Even Aral, once it was
spelled out for him, even Aral realized his own honor wasn't worth that
cost.  He paid, willingly.  For Barrayar.  Aral always paid for Barrayar.

Like I said, the *real* villain here, to the extent there is a villain, is
Barrayar, at least the way its people, as represented by the government,
are organized.  If Serg hadn't had such power, he would never have been
such a problem, and would not have required such a solution.

>I never thought about Cordelia behaving unrealistically, as you suggest.
>I can see it in her foray into the engine room, I guess.

Naw, the foray into the engine room made *sense* and she was scared,
anyway.  I had in mind the second half of the book, for example, after the
Betans are captured and she's brought to Vorrutyer.  She's naked,
Vorrutyer's slicing up her thigh with a knife, and has just told Bothari to
rape her.  She already saw what happened to Elena Visconti.  And her
reaction is a shudder here, and my-isn't-he-strange there.

Later, when Miles describes what Cordelia said about Vorrutyer ("She said
he was a bit strange, which sounds all right, until you remember that she's
Betan."), it's okay that it's flippant.  It's been over for twenty years,
and we're hearing about this second-hand.  At the time, however...

She works up more worry over Bothari snoring in the shower than she worked
up over what Vorrutyer was about to do to her.  This strikes me as, uh,
hard to believe.  Maybe Beta Colony sex norms are even weirder than I
thought.  (Or maybe I have some hangups about fates worse than death - on
the other hand, isn't it *reasonable* to consider sex-oriented torture
involving hallucinogens a fate worse than death?  Particularly when it
turns out this guy's particular turn-on involves pregnant women?  But then,
Cordelia didn't know about that.  *shrug*)

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 00:37:29 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois McMaster Bujold's Barrayar/Miles/etc. series

As always, SPOILERS follow:

Peter Cash (cash@convex.com) wrote:

>Perhaps I'd be more inclined to agree with you if you could point out
>specifically what incidents bothered you, and why.

I think I did this in my response to David Kaufmann's post.  In case it
wasn't totally clear, the bit in the engine room made total sense to me;
the bit under the scalpel, tied to the bed, with Vorrutyer slavering over
her and then siccing Bothari on her did not.  On the other hand, since I've
never directly experienced either situation, (heck - anything even remotely
*close* to either situation) what do I know?  ;-)

>Two victims and one villain - Vorrutyer. I think he pretty clearly
>qualifies as a "bad guy" and he gets what he deserves.

Heh.  Oh, yeah, I'd call Vorrutyer a villain, although not *the* villain of
the book.

>I don't know. I don't know because I don't feel that I really understand
>Barrayar very well. I think that Bujold's gifts lie in the areas of
>characterization and plotting; she's not good at imagining worlds. I don't
>see Barrayar as a real place in her books, just as a stage-set for the
>characters and action. She hasn't left me with a real "feel" for the
>place, for its history or culture.

The depiction of Barrayar as a culture grows over the course of the novels.
The short story in _Borders of Infinity_ in which Miles plays detective in
an infanticide case does a lot to show the character of the Barrayaran
populace.  So does the section in _Barrayar_, where Gregor, Cordelia and
Bothari are hiding out with the back country with the assistance of the
postman, his sister and a few other characters.  Their stoic resolve to be
loyal to their Emperor (Gregor) and liege-lord (Piotr, Count Vorkosigan) in
the face of massive pressure from Pretender Vordarian and pressure from his
troops and security forces (up to and including fast-penta'ing *children*)
is awe-inspiring.

It also helps explain why the Cetagandan invasion didn't work out so well.
You won't ever be able to subdue this planet with a foreign force, short of
killing everyone over the age of about 3.

Make that 2, just to be safe.  Look at how with-it Gregor was, and he was
what, five?

When you get around to _Ethan of Athos_, you might notice that the way
Bujold depicts places is more by showing us how people have been shaped by
their places, rather than directly describing institutions, customs,
creeds, geography, history, banana production, etc..  And a fine job of
show-don't-tell it is.  IMO.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 14:37:38 GMT
From: bansidhe@wixer.bga.com (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What happened to Patricia Kennealy?

slz3c@cc.usu.edu writes:
>I have enjoyed her work a lot and am very curious as to what ever happened
>to the sequel of The Hawks Gray Feather? It was supposed to be called the
>Oak Above the Kings according to the end of HGF but after several years I
>still haven't seen the next book.  Does anyone know what happend?  Is
>Patricia Kennealy ever going to finish it?  The back of the same book also
>mentions a series of books called The Tales of Gwydion and the Tales of
>Brebdan both a triology and both say "Forthcoming" Any information would
>be welcome.  I really enjoyed the first series and want to finish the
>second sometime in my lifetime!

The Oak Above the Kings will be out in May of this year.  The reason for
the long interim was that first Kennealy acted as a consultant on the Doors
movie, and then she wrote a book about her relationship with Jim Morrison
(largely to correct the portrayal of him and of her in that movie) and saw
that book through first edition hardcovers and revised paperback editions.

So she hasn't been sloughing off or anything, but for those of us who are
eagerly awaiting the sequel to Hawk it's been a long 3.5 years. :)

Now that the Jim stuff is out of the way she's back on track and there
won't be as long a wait, plus she's got some new books planned.  So there's
going to be plenty of Kelts books for us to read for a long time!

Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik
bansidhe@wixer.bga.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 09:43:09 GMT
From: nsmca@aurora.alaska.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Norton Paratime Cops?

Anyone read the book by Andre Norton that had a paratime theme. Can't
remember the title right now.. Read so much in my life..

nsmca@acad3.alaska.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 16:45:46 GMT
From: donh@netcom.com (Don Harlow)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Norton Paratime Cops?

nsmca@aurora.alaska.edu writes:
>Anyone read the book by Andre Norton that had a paratime theme. Can't
>remember the title right now.. Read so much in my life...

_Crossroads of Time_ and _Quest Crosstime_.

Don Harlow
donh@netcom.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Bujold (3 msgs) & Clarke (5 msgs)


---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 02:06:00 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois McMaster Bujold's Barrayar/Miles/etc. series

rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley"):
>Ezar likely did what he could to slow Serg down.  Probably talked to him,
>disciplined him in a variety of ways we don't know about because it all
>happened before _Shards of Honor_.  Serg got better at covering up his
>wickedness...

Not from Ezar, he didn't.  Note the exchange in "Barrayar" in which we
learn that Ezar protected Serg's wife - *after* she became pregnant.

The key here is that the only way to avoid a crippling civil war (far more
serious than the Pretendership, since there wouldn't have been a clearly
legitimate side) was to have a viable heir.  That meant protecting Serg
from discrediting himself or getting himself killed, until Gregor was
conceived, and then making sure it was Gregor who inherited, and not Serg.
(If Gregor is unable or insane, the gamble's lost in any case.)

>By this time, quiet solutions to the Serg problem (like snuffing him in
>the crib with a pillow, which in a lot of ways would have been ideal) were
>non-viable.

See above: Any solution that didn't include a legitimate heir was
non-viable.

>If Ezar hadn't engineered the early triumph of the war party, after Ezar's
>death, Serg would almost certainly have launched the Escobaran expedition,
>only this time, without Aral to handle the retreat

Except that the reason Aral was needed to handle the retreat is that Serg
had been set up to lose: If Serg had been emperor, he, and most of his
admirals, would have known about the new shields, and made plans
accordingly.

>Like I said, the *real* villain here, to the extent there is a villain, is
>Barrayar...

And Barrayar, in turn, is what it is because of the isolation, the
Cetagandan invasion, etc.  In other words, circumstances being what they
were, Barrayar was what it was.  But since there are always circumstances
at which to point, this is another way of saying there are no villains -
just victims of circumstance.  All that does, though, is force us to find
another word for people who react to their circumstances by becoming
torturers or murderers.  Seems simpler to call them 'villains'.

>She's naked, Vorrutyer's slicing up her thigh with a knife, and has just
>told Bothari to rape her.  She already saw what happened to Elena
>Visconti.  And her reaction is a shudder here, and my-isn't-he-strange
>there.

I didn't think this was so strange.  Terror is one reaction to imminent
harm, but detachment is plausible.  What her reaction would have been had
she really been hurt (the thigh was deadened, the rape hadn't happened yet)
is likely another story.  And we may imagine that there *was* a reaction
later, when it all had a chance to sink in.

cash@convex.com (Peter Cash) writes:
>Yes. In fact, I found the reasons posited for the Escobar invasion (the
>true reasons) to require considerable suspension of disbelief. I find it
>hard to believe that a government, any government, could mount such a
>Goldbergian assassination plot. I mean, wars are _expensive_.

No, it was reasonable given the circumstances.  Ezar *knew* he was dying.
That put a time limit on getting Serg out of the way.  It had to be a
perfect crime, i.e., one where nobody or even suspected that an
assassination had taken place.  And killing Serg wasn't enough: He had to
weaken Serg's party, strengthen Aral, and suppress Barrayar's appetite for
foreign adventures.  Aral's job, beyond that of acquiring a reputation,
which he didn't know about, was to make sure the expedition's losses
weren't such as to put Barrayar at risk.

You're right that no government would do this but, one man might.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 04:00:10 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [Spoilers!] Bujold's Barrayar/Miles/etc. series

I find Barrayar a _very_ convincing culture; the feudal politics reminds me
a *lot* of the Norman Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, and the weird social
dislocations have an internal logic.
 
The Escobar Plot isn't just about killing Serg; it's about destroying the
War Party, the Ministry of Political Education, and severely pruning the
power-hungry in the hopes that Gregor will survive.
 
I would also suggest that Cordelia's description of Aral having taken a
near mortal wound to his spirit is a lot closer than saying that his honour
was destroyed.  He got better; he would not have been an effective regent
if he had not, and he would most probably not have been such a
non-traditionalist regent if he hadn't experienced the limitations of
'Ezar's way' quite so personally.
 
As for the torture scene - severe detatchment is plausible.  Cordelia is
arguably a candidate for sainthood, and dear sweet saintly Cordelia is one
of those annoying people who go berserk and keep thinking.  I know some
people like that, so I find most of her behaviour quite plausible, and,
well, _of course_ she's differently wired about stress.
 
This is one of the things I _really_ like about Bujold's books; most of the
people in them are nuts.  Not 'odd', not eccentric, but quite gloriously
mad.  It makes the heroics quite a bit more plausible to me, as well as
being an entirely logical consequence of the lives the protagonists are
living.
 
I'd _love_ to see a novel, or a story, or _anything_, from Gregor's point
of view.  As it is, all one really sees of Gregor is his terror that people
are going to notice he's just a normal sort of fellow pretending to be The
Emperor.  Gregor's view of Miles ought to be worth a few
stare-at-ceiling-and-giggle-helplessly episodes.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 19:03:56 GMT
From: Maja.Fajdiga@ijs.si (Andrea Maja Fajdiga)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois McMaster Bujold's Barrayar/Miles/etc. series

>>If Ezar hadn't engineered the early triumph of the war party, after
>>Ezar's death, Serg would almost certainly have launched the Escobaran
>>expedition, only this time, without Aral to handle the retreat
> 
> Except that the reason Aral was needed to handle the retreat is that Serg
> had been set up to lose: If Serg had been emperor, he, and most of his
> admirals, would have known about the new shields, and made plans
> accordingly.

If I remember correctly, Aral's assigned task in Ezar's script wasn't
handling the retreat, it was making sure that Serg arrived at the frontline
in time to get blasted away. Vorrutyer would have handled the retreat if
Ezar's script had been followed, wasting much more lives in a futile
attempt to cover his ass since it was Ezar's plan to have Vorrutyer
apologize for the mess to him in old-Japanese sense of the term as part of
the general collapse of the war party (Aral told Cordelia something to that
effect when she asked him about his part in the plot). IMHO most of the
Barrayaran fleet was written off by Ezar in advance, having Vorrutyer
conveniently dead and Vorkosigan in charge the moment Serg was confirmed
dead was an unexpected bonus that minimized the expedition's losses.

As about the believability of the whole plot: a friend of mine who had
spent quite some time personally involved in a nearby war (as cannon fodder
;-() had no problems believing in the plot part .. he found Cordelia's
relatively easy escape from Beta colony hard to swallow ;-).  BTW, he
didn't like the book at all, and my lending it in a packetfull of
'junk-food space opera' wasn't exactly a good idea ...

Andrea Maja Fajdiga-Bulat
"J.Stefan" Institute
Ljubljana, Slovenia
maja.fajdiga@ijs.si

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 02:29:00 GMT
From: variety@mcimail.com (Daniel Kimmel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Characterization in SF
         (was THE RAMA TRILOGY by Arthur C. Clarke and Gentry Lee)

hunt@flotsm.ozy.dec.com (Peter Hunt) writes:
>I should say, though, that this is still very much an SF series.  The
>volume of SF content in the trilogy suffers because of the significant
>component of human interactions, but the SF that's there is of excellent
>quality, and of the standard we've come to expect of Clarke.

I have not read THE RAMA TRILOGY and, thanks to your review, I may get
around to it eventually.  However I want to take issue with your comment
above.  Do you really thing that "SF content" and "human interactions" are
mutually exclusive?

I would hope not.  I think you don't really mean this because you end up
praising both of these components in the series.  Indeed, if you don't have
"human interactions" you don't have a story, unless your characters are all
robots or aliens or intelligent animals, and even then the author is
commenting on human society through these fictional substitutes.  (There is
a lovely apocalyptic Ray Bradbury story where the only character is an
automated house, but I think that's the exception that proves the rule.)

Part of the reason I returned to reading SF in my 30s after having largely
given it up (except for the occasional new book by Asimov) was that SF
writers had become *writers* as much as extrapolators of science.  Now I
don't want to knock the stylists of earlier eras who were bringing real
writing talent to the field, but truth be told that they were rarities, not
the norm.  Even my favorite authors (Asimov, Dick, Sheckley) were primarily
*idea* people, and not great writers.  (A case can be made that Dick BECAME
a great writer, but his early stuff is talented hackwork.  Even a brilliant
short story like his Nebula award winning "We Can Remember It For You
Wholesale" has stick figure characters who wander through the protagonist's
reality breakdown.)

I think that authors like Dan Simmons (HYPERION), Greg Bear (FORGE OF GOD),
William Gibson (NEUROMANCER), Orson Scott Card (ENDER'S GAME) and David
Brin (STARTIDE RISING) are successful because they have both the SF content
AND the characterization, and blend it together so that you'll really can't
separate them.  When, in ENDER'S GAME, Ender enters the zero gravity
practice battle field and gets his fellow cadets to go *down* rather than
*forward* it's not only a dramatic moment dealing with the scientific
extrapolation of how one would fight in such an environment, but one that
tells us something about this character's intelligence, creativity and
leadership capabilities, which turn out to be crucial to the plot.

I hope I haven't misconstrued what you said, but I simply wanted to make
the case that good SF novels should aspire to be good SF AND good novels.
To do anything less is to lead to the sort of dismissal that has been the
lot of the genre for decades and seems to be finally crumbling, at least at
the edges.

Dan Kimmel
variety@mcimail.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 23:14:28 GMT
From: egstein@scws3.harvard.edu (Evan Stein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Rama II

OK, I've owned both of the books for two years and I think Garden has been
sitting on my bookshelf at home for a few months too but I never read them.
The week of finals here at Harvard has arrived.  What do I do? I decide to
read BOTH!  I finished Rendezvous pretty quick.  It's an excellent story,
very well structured and (perish the thought) even plausible (except maybe
for the people living on Mercury.)  However, RAMA II shows a reader clearly
how much can change in twenty years (the time passed between manuscripts.)
The second story has some peculiar structure and lots of historical
references (I mean DEEP history).  The story seems to lose its way through
the middle...I hope it picks up at the end.  I believe that Rama would have
done perfectly well if Mr. Clarke had just ended the story at "The Ramans
do every thing in threes!!"

I think the story should have ended there.  Now, this is in no way a
commentary on Arthur Clarke.  If he doesn't pen a Final Odyssey soon I'm
going to be very upset.  I think it is about time we got back to Jupiter,
and found out what was going on out there.  Maybe?

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 20:58:01 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rama II

egstein@scws3.harvard.edu "Evan Stein" writes:
>OK, I've owned both of the books for two years and I think Garden has been
>sitting on my bookshelf at home for a few months too but I never read
>them.  The week of finals here at Harvard has arrived.  What do I do? I
>decide to read BOTH!  I finished Rendezvous pretty quick.  It's an
>excellent story, very well structured and (perish the thought) even
>plausible (except maybe for the people living on Mercury.)

Implausible?  With current technology, yes, but then so is viable
interplanetary flight at the moment.

>However, RAMA II shows a reader clearly how much can change in twenty
>years (the time passed between manuscripts.)  The second story has some
>peculiar structure and lots of historical references (I mean DEEP
>history).  The story seems to lose its way through the middle...I hope it
>picks up at the end.  I believe that Rama would have done perfectly well
>if Mr.  Clarke had just ended the story at "The Ramans do every thing in
>threes!!"

The reason you're disappointed is because RAMA II WAS NOT WRITTEN BY
CLARKE!  It was an outline by Clarke, written by Gentry Lee (and on the
basis of that and Garden of Rama I will avoid anything else by Lee).  As
far as I can see there is nothing of Clarke in the books that couldn't be
derived from Rendezvous.

Compare that to Clarke's own later writing - The Ghost From Grand Banks,
for instance, which is still the same Clarke who wrote the earlier books.
Look at the style - is there one use of ellipsis in the Rama sequels?
That's just a gross example (my use of ellipsis stems from reading too much
Clarke as a child!), but you can look at the narrative and dialogue styles
as well...

>I think the story should have ended there.  Now, this is in no way a
>commentary on Arthur Clarke.  If he doesn't pen a Final Odyssey soon I'm
>going to be very upset.  I think it is about time we got back to Jupiter,
>and found out what was going on out there.  Maybe?

I think so, too, just as long as it's *him* writing it and not some other
author (I don't like the posthumous 'collaborations' with Asimov etc.
either).

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 15:15:09 GMT
From: jezsik@alcor.concordia.ca (Louis Jezsik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gentry Lee's Rama - Bites!

Well, I am very glad to hear that my favorite author wasn't exactly working
in collaboration with Lee (as based on previous posts).  I tore through
Rama II and waited patiently for the Gardens of Rama in hopes that it would
explain what happened and tie up loose ends.  I am looking forward to
completely ignoring whateverthehell the next book is called.

I take it that I am not the only one disappointed with the books?

A couple of events stick out that REALLY bother me.  [SPOILERS here folks,
but it's rather hard to spoil the story worse than Lee did, so go for it]
Someone else had already mentioned about how the science/media team was not
chosen for their ability to get along.  I'll live with that.  At a
going-away party on Earth, the heroine chances upon the wife of one of the
team members who is talking to herself.  The wife goes into detail about
how she made some great discovery that was then stolen by her, now,
husband.  He only married her, she goes on, to keep her quite.  HUH?  I
would bet that Lee actually knew of such a case, but I would hope he could
have come up with a better way of letting the reader know what a cad the
woman's husband is.

In Gardens, where the heck did the forest come from?  One of the characters
is struck by a branch that fell from a tree.  When did the seedlings (or
saplings for that matter) get a chance to become trees?  I found that
particularly annoying.

What about the economy of Rama?  I still can't figure out how that was
supposed to work.

Why convicts?  Why on earth would they send convicts?  Surely there were
plenty of disgruntleds on Earth they could have picked to meet Rama.  How
was the government able to surpress the broadcast message sent out by Rama?

And of course the END of Gardens.  How many of you wanted to hunt down G.
Lee and tie him to a chair until he finished the book?

Never mind me, I'm just on a role.

Louis Jezsik
jezsik@alcor.concordia.ca

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 17:10:56 GMT
From: masjb@irix.bris.ac.uk (SJ. Brewster)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rama II

I was wondering earlier this week: what is the worst book that I have ever
actually finished reading?

And this thread has reminded me: 'Cradle', by ACC & GL.  What an utterly
godawful waste of trees.

Steve

------------------------------
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Date: 19 Jan 94 13:57:59 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Diane Duane's "Wizard" Series

Diane Duane's "Wizard" series is now up to four books, and all are worth
reading.  If you've read "The Door into Fire", or its sequels, the Wizard
books deal with much the same themes, pitched to a younger audience:

Eons ago, when the universe was being created, one Power stood aloof from
the creation and then meddled maliciously, introducing death, both personal
and entropic.  This story is told all over the universe, in one form or
another.  Wizardry was created as the first line of battle against this
Lone Power, and Wizards do what they can to encourage life and to postpone
the heat death of the universe.  This is explained, at greater length, in
the Wizards Manual.

"So You Want to Be a Wizard" (**** on a four-point scale) begins with
thirteen-year-old Nita Callahan ducking into the children's library to
avoid getting beaten up by classmates, and getting caught up (in more ways
than one) in a book titled "So You Want to Be a Wizard", which is actually
a genuine wizards manual.  (These manuals, readers of the 'Door' series may
recognize the name of their author, though Duane changes it in a subsequent
book, find their way into the right hands.  Someone else looking at the
manual will think it's just a children's book.  So if you read Duane's book
and think it's just an excellent work of fiction, it may mean that *you*
don't have what it takes to be a Wizard! :-)

When Nita takes the Wizards Oath included at the front of the manual (the
Oath recurs from book to book, though the wording keeps changing) she is
invested with magic powers.  Soon, while practicing these powers, she meets
another new Wizard - Kit.  Together they attempt a complex spell and
swiftly find themselves *way* over their heads, as the working out of that
spell leads them into direct conflict with the Lone Power itself.

Despite the seriousness of the themes which motivate the novel, the writing
is delightfully silly, with dragons under the streets of New York, yellow
cabs that haunt the streets looking for victims, carnivorous fire hydrants,
and a white hole with the hiccups, combining with a unique vision of
wizardry to create one of the half-dozen best juvenile fantasies in
existence.  (The book owes a considerable debt to L'Engle's "A Wind in the
Door", but is more fun to read.)

   "...We'll have to call a regional Advisories' meeting."

   Fred hiccuped again, and the explosion left behind it a 
   year's back issues of TV Guide.

   "Later," Carl said. "The situation here looks like it's
   deteriorating."

"Deep Wizardry" (****-) begins later the same summer, on the sea shore,
when Nita and Kit save the life of a cetacean wizard.  Once again they find
themselves in conflict with the Lone Power, this time in its manifestation
as the Serpent that brought death to the sea and was subsequently bound
there.  Unfortunately, that binding is coming loose and if it gives, the
conversion of the East Coast to the East Shoals will be the least of the
mischief that results.  Nita and Kit volunteer to help reenact the Song of
the Twelve - the ritual that keeps the Serpent bound, without fully
realizing what they've volunteered for.  As if this isn't trouble enough,
it's getting harder and harder to explain their continued absences to
Nita's parents, who assume she and Kit have discovered sex, or to Dairine -
Nita's too-bright-for-her-own-good younger sister.

"Deep Wizardry" is almost as good as "So You Want to Be a Wizard."  It
deals with more complex and serious themes than the latter, but lacks some
of the the light-hearted silliness which made the first book so much fun.
The most obvious literary debt this book owes is to Milton.  (This points
up a difference between adult and juvenile fiction.  Some of the kids who
read "Deep Wizardry" will one day read "Paradise Lost" and, with delight,
recognize the style of speech they first heard from Duane's Serpent.  In
juvenile fiction, this kind of anticipation of future reading is purely a
plus.  In adult fiction it counts as lack of originality.)

   "Ed," she said, slowly and carefully, "are you trying to
   say that you're actually planning to *eat* me sometime soon?"

   "The day after tomorrow," said the Master-Shark in perfect calm...

"High Wizardry" (***+) is Dairine's story.  Since finding out about Nita
she's wanted wizardry of her own and it comes to her in an unexpected
guise, when she boots up her parents' new computer.  The first sign that
something's odd is a minor one: The Apple logo isn't missing the customary
bite.  When she invokes the 'copy' utility, and it copies the computer,
rather than just its files, she begins to realize what she has.  As soon as
she can get away with it, she goes travelling.  To a galaxy far away.

This book has wonderful flights of fancy (for some reason I particularly
treasure the image of Dairine fleeing for her life through a transport
terminal, being asked for her mother's maiden name), but it also has
irritating technical flaws.  For example, just about all of the
astronomical details in the book are wrong.  (This happens so often and so
consistently that I'm still not sure whether it's supposed to be an obscure
joke.)  The computer element which looms so large in this book is at a
level chosen for its familiarity.  (I don't claim that implementing an
online wizard's manual in Basic, to run under DOS on an Apple computer,
makes more or less sense than any other configuration.  I'm just saying
that it grates.)  Readers who are familiar with computers are also likely
to be uncomfortable with Dairine's interactions with the sentient planet.
("It only knows unary."  "Well teach it binary.")  A satisfying book, in
sum, but with warts.

   "I'm sorry if I said something to offend you, but please, I
   need some help getting my bearings---"

   Dairine was so preoccupied that she bumped right into
   something on the other side of the street -- and then yipped
   in terror.  Towering over her was one of the first things to
   get out of the car, a creature seven feet high at least...

   The tall creature bleated at her, a shocking sound up so
   close.  "Excuse me," said the computer, translating the bleat
   into a dry and cultured voice like a BBC announcer's, "but why
   are you talking to our luggage?"

"A Wizard Abroad" (***) is the most recent Wizard novel.  For reasons which
ostensibly have to do with Nita's spending too much time on her wizardry,
and probably have more to do with the amount of time she's spending with
Kit, her parents pack her off to spend the rest of her summer vacation with
her aunt, in Ireland.  Sure enough, there are no coincidences: Ireland
needs help.  For some reason, the walls between this world and its
alternates are wearing thin, and elements which have no business in today's
Ireland, such as extinct or mythical monsters, are slipping through.
Before these walls collapse completely, Nita and other wizards have to find
or recreate the greatest treasures of Ireland's legends and use them to
refight one of its oldest battles.

This book functions primarily as a chapter in the continuing story of
Nita's growth as a wizard and as a person.  While she and Kit play a key
role here, it is as part of a much larger group, not as a couple of kids
off on their own adventure.  (Dairine also makes a couple of cameo
appearances, but she came out of "High Wizardry" with so much power that
she's spoiled for any roles but those of plot device or dea cum machina.)
On its own terms, as a novel, "A Wizard Abroad" is weaker than its
predecessors.  It's heavy handed, with every plot twist carefully
foreshadowed two chapters in advance, and far too many of the book's pages
are devoted to retelling Irish legend.  (The incident on the last page is
also borrowed from folklore, but it's the sort of borrowing that has its
place in juvenile fiction.)  And, for some inexplicable reason, Duane
*still* manages to pull in some astronomy, and get it wrong.

   She fell into an imitation of Dairine's high-pitched voice,
   made even more squeaky by annoyance.  '"No, I will *not* move
   your galaxy...what do you want to move it *for*?  It's fine
   right where it is!"'

You'll likely have noticed a pattern: The series is going downhill.  It
started at a sufficiently high level, however, and is declining slowly
enough, that even the weakest book in the series is still a pleasure to
read.  They're juveniles, but I'd recommend "So You Want to Be a Wizard"
even to readers who normally don't care for juveniles.  Following that,
you'll know whether you wish to seek out the sequels.

*I'll* certainly keep reading these books.  If nothing else, now that we
know how to bridle the nightmare, I want to know *how* many more books
it'll be before we find out what one should ask the Transcendent Pig!

Author: Duane, Diane
Title:  So You Want to Be a Wizard
Title:  Deep Wizardry
Title:  High Wizardry
Title:  A Wizard Abroad

Comments: All four books are available in paperback from Corgi books.  If
Comments: you're not in Britain, it gets harder.  The first two are
Comments: available in North America in paperback from Dell/Laurel-Leaf,
Comments: the first three are available in hardcover from Delacorte, and
Comments: the only way to get the fourth is to order it from Britain, or
Comments: from a bookstore that can order it from Britain for you.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 17:36:44 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Diane Duane's "Wizard" Series

_High Wizardry_ was also printed in the same paperback format as the first
two. Honest, I have a copy. (Two, actually - one to keep, one to lend...)

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 19:03:08 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: _Dark Mirror_, a Trek novel

jade@tct.COM "Jo Davidsmeyer" writes:
>          _Dark Mirror_ - a new Star Trek novel from Pocket Books
>                        a review by James Thaggard

Thank you for posting that - it saves me the trouble!  I really was going
to get round to reviewing it sometime, honest...

>I approach Star Trek books differently than other novels. I already know
>these characters: I see them, I hear them, I feel them. In a Trek book I
>wish to see a three- or four-part episode unfold in my mind as I delve
>deeper into the rich characterizations of the crews I have grown to
>consider friends.

That's an important difference between Trek (or any other media 'shared
universe') books and standalone fiction.  The vast majority of the readers
will already know a lot about the characters and environment, so the author
can get on with writing a story without having to somehow explain the
universe as well.  Of course, it also imposes restrictions - no girlfriends
for Mr. Spock!

>In Diane Duane's _Dark Mirror_, nearly one hundred years have passed since
>Kirk, Bones, Uhura, and Scotty beamed aboard the Imperial Enterprise in
>the classic episode "Mirror, Mirror." Ignoring our Captain Kirk's advice
>to their Mr. Spock, the Empire has gone on to seek out and kill new life,
>conquer and subjugate new civilizations, and boldly slaughter where no one
>had slaughtered before. With no new worlds to add to their Empire, the ISS
>Enterprise has come to our universe to do the same.

Just a note - Dark Mirror is, of course, a Next Generation novel, so the
characters are all from TNG, not from the original series.  This is Diane's
first (and hopefully not last) TNG novel - her previous Trek books have
been with the original cast - and I felt that she made the transition very
well.

>*** MINOR SPOILERS ***
>Captain Picard is a voracious reader in both universes. "Our" Picard's
>browsing through the dark universe's library provides the book's most
>chilling moments. Glacing through a volume of Shakespeare, Picard reads in
>horror as The Merchant of Venice's Portia serves not as a defender but as
>a posecutor. ("The quality of mercy must be earned / And not strewn gratis
>on the common ground.")

Agreed - that sent shivers down my spine as well.  Finding a book that is
mostly the same, but then you spot differences...

>So can the brave crew of "our" Enterprise accomplish the impossible and
>save the universe from this unspeakable threat in just 337 pages? Of
>course! You may wish you could "warp" through the first third of this
>novel. The beginning moves distresslingly slow. The cover promises an
>alternate universe, and I was impatient to get to it. But Ms. Duane
>inflicts us with intrusive sub-plots involving a friendly, lovable, and
>unbelievable Federation scientist dolphin, a running discussion of the
>merits of Klingon and Earth operas, and some dull (but vital)
>techno-babble about "hyperstrings." But, finally, after about one hundred
>pages, we're off the see the Empire - and what a wonderful journey it is.

Here I disagree, about the 'intrusive' sub-plots.  I found that the first
part was just as enjoyable - in fact, perhaps more enjoyable, since the
later part was 'darker' (unavoidable pun!).

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 22:06:23 GMT
From: ideaman@leland.stanford.edu (Damon Silver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: George R. R. Martin

I got the chance to see Mr. Martin speak in Santa Fe, oh, about 10-12 years
ago, at which time I got an autographed copy of "Sandkings," a collection
of seven of his stories.  I eventually proceeded to snap up just about
every science fiction story he's written, and even some non-SF stuff.

What captivated me in his writing was its imagery of humanity in space as
lonely people on distant worlds separated by huge gulfs of space.  The
people in his stories were not galaxy-conquering warlords; neither were
they a lowly race struggling against the cavalier whims of a
long-established galactic culture bent on humanity's destruction.  They
were just people in strange environments acting like people in strange
environments: coping the best they could, albeit with a somewhat more
thoughtful and sometimes cynical attitude to their problems.  This is not
to say the stories weren't fantasy (they were), but they were believable
fantasy, which I find very rare.

What my gushing boils down to is that upon inspection of the copyrights of
most of these stories, I find that the majority of them were written in the
70's and early 80's, which leads me to wonder whether he's been writing
anything in the last ten years, and if he has, where is it?

I'm aware of his work on the second Twilight Zone series of the late 80s.

I know he's edited the Wild Card series which, while entertaining, has done
little to sate my appetite for writing in the style of his earlier, more
evocative work.

So, will people in the know please fill me in on what one of my favorite
authors has been doing to occupy himself recently?  (Please don't mention
"Tuf Voyaging" or "Portraits of His Children" - I know about these. =P)

Thanks.

Damon Silver
ideaman@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 00:58:29 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George R. R. Martin

Well, I know that he recently sold a yet-to-be-written fantasy trilogy to,
um, Bantam, I think.  Them or Warner.  It wasn't us, although David
Hartwell was quite interested in it and put in a bid on Tor's behalf.  I
read some of the sample-chapters-and-outline.  It was quite good - dark,
literate epic fantasy stuff.

I wish I could remember the name of the series, and which company it went
to, but I'm afraid all that knowledge has fled down the memory hole.  Maybe
someone else knowledgeable will be cued by this into remembering.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
forgetful editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 02:28:40 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George R. R. Martin

According to the December issue of Locus.  George R.R. Martin sold an epic
fantasy trilogy, "A Song of Ice and Fire," to Bantam for a large amount of
money.  The three titles are:

A Game of Thrones
A Dance With Dragons
The Winds of Winter

Bad news is that the first novel isn't due until early 1996.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 03:30:43 GMT
From: cfsje@ux1.cts.eiu.edu (Susan Eisenhour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George R. R. Martin

Read these?
Done in 80s, I think:

Armageddon Rag - which I couldn't stop reading and ended staying up all
night to finish, 

Fevre Dream - vampires on a Mississippi riverboat.

Susan Eisenhour
cfsje@ux1.cts.eiu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 01:32:44 GMT
From: sarmstrong_s@sen.ca.gov
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George R. R. Martin

I've read several of GRR Martin's novels, and the one I enjoyed the most
was FEVRE DREAM, Poseidon Press 1982.  Basically, it is about a good .vs.
bad vampire in the 1800's.  And in today's glut of lousy vampire novels,
this one was a refreshing read.

Steve

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		    Television - SeaQuest DSV (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 11:47:10 GMT
From: d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

It really seems to me that Quest is getting better. I liked this show,
although, as usual, it had a couple of groaners:

The crew landed on the island in a helicopter, then set out after the magma
probe on foot. Hard to rationalize this one.

The 'launch' is the silliest / ugliest contraption I have ever seen. I
could take an old Winnebago, some car carriers, and a roll of duct tape and
make something more convincing. Triangular windows?

But, on the positive side, we get to see the Quest more clearly, weird
design that it is. The character development on the show is getting much
stronger, and it seems to me that the technical goofs are becoming fewer.

Even the Lucas haters would have liked this one...

Dean

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 14:58:01 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato) writes:
>The crew landed on the island in a helicopter, then set out after the
>magma probe on foot. Hard to rationalize this one.

Actually, wasn't it just Raleigh Young who landed in the helicopter?  I
assumed that the rest of the crew came aboard the launch.  Not sure why
they couldn't use the helicopter.  Maybe they would rather go on foot than
ask Raleigh if they could use his helicopter; it might end up being quicker
in the long run. :-)

>The 'launch' is the silliest / ugliest contraption I have ever seen. I
>could take an old Winnebago, some car carriers, and a roll of duct tape
>and make something more convincing. Triangular windows?

But at least you got to see it get blown up. :-)

>But, on the positive side, we get to see the Quest more clearly, weird
>design that it is. The character development on the show is getting much
>stronger, and it seems to me that the technical goofs are becoming fewer.

I agree, this is one of the best yet.  There were a couple things that
bugged me, towards the end, but nothing major:

1. Who WAS in charge of the seaQuest when Ford was on the island?  It seems
unlikely to me that it would be Westphalen, although this isn't really made
clear.  Noyce just says "Why is she in charge? Where's Ford?"  which could
mean either that she shouldn't be in charge at all, or that she would only
be in charge if Ford was missing.

2. What's the story with the "four unauthorized torpedos"?  The whole
conversation between Bridger and Westphalen seemed a little goofy, but this
part in particular.  It would seem to me that, depending on whether you
listen to Noyce or Bridger, there was either no authorization at all, or
full authorization to do whatever it was she was about to do.  And how do
they KNOW that only five torpedos were necessary?  Why not four, or six?
It would seem like this determination could only be made after analyzing
the target, which by that point had been blown up and then buried beneath a
brand-new island.

3. And just what convinced Crocker and the weapons officer to go ahead and
fire, anyway?  It doesn't seem like Westphalen's "Fire the torpedos!"
constitutes a convincing enough argument to make them fire without
authorization.  Of course, they both knew that unless they did, Ford and
the others would probably be killed, but it still seems like a rather
abrupt about-face from the position they had held mere seconds before.
Along those same lines, why did Noyce let his orders be ignored so easily?
Granted, they seemed rather half-heartedly issued, but I don't think too
many admirals would let a captain brush them aside with a flick of the
wrist.

Minor questions, but they made me wonder.

>Even the Lucas haters would have liked this one...

This is the first show in which Lucas played no part whatsoever, isn't it?
Also the second in a row where Bridger played almost no part.  Presumably
they're trying to emphasize some of the other characters, but I hope they
come up with some other device than just yanking everyone off the boat who
might overshadow the character they want to emphasize.  That's not going to
work too many times.

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 19:08:43 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SQ: Is Scheider pulling out?

A question out of idle curiosity for those who follow "seaQuest DSV" news
closer than I do; have there been any reports of Roy Scheider (Capt.
Bridger) leaving the show or cutting back his involvement?  I noticed that
in the next to last episode (about the eco-terrorists taking over the sub)
he was absent from the ship and only appeared in a few scenes on a TV
monitor.  And while I didn't see all of the latest episode about the
treasure hunters on the volcano island (it was so dull that I started
flipping back and forth between it and the LOIS & CLARK rerun) I didn't
notice Bridger at all in the parts that I saw; Commander Ford seemed to be
running the ship.

Speaking of the sQ episode being dull, the plot was rather reminiscent of a
STAR TREK; DEEP SPACE NINE episode from last season; "Progress," in which
the DS9 crew has to convince an old Bajoran codger to leave his home on an
asteroid so that the asteroid can be used to generate energy. (And *that*
show was pretty dull too - all statements about episodes being dull IMHO,
of course)

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 19:41:57 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SQ: Is Scheider pulling out?

aa396@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Bill Henley) writes:
>A question out of idle curiosity for those who follow "seaQuest DSV" news
>closer than I do; have there been any reports of Roy Scheider (Capt.
>Bridger) leaving the show or cutting back his involvement?

I haven't heard any such reports, but I don't follow the "showbiz" side of
the show nearly as much as some others on this newsgroup...

>while I didn't see all of the latest episode about the treasure hunters on
>the volcano island (it was so dull that I started flipping back and forth
>between it and the LOIS & CLARK rerun) I didn't notice Bridger at all in
>the parts that I saw; Commander Ford seemed to be running the ship.

Bridger appeared mostly on the video screens again, for the second week in
a row.  He was "live" at the very beginning and the very end.

The fact that it's happened two weeks in a row made me wonder the same
thing you are wondering, but I'm not sure how much to read into it.  My own
guess is they just did it to get Bridger (and in this case, Lucas) out of
the way so they could emphasize some of the other characters.  I hope so
anyway.

On the other hand, if Scheider did want out, they might be in a better
position to deal with it than a few weeks ago.  We see the other characters
gaining more experience, and Ford was already offered his own command once.
It might be more believable now if Bridger left and Ford took over; on the
other hand, I think Ford's unfulfilled desire for his own command still has
some possibilities left in it.  In particular, I loved Crocker's "It's not
too late to get the captain back, sir...  Not that there's any reason to,"
and Ford's accompanying glare in last night's episode.

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 18:14:58 GMT
From: rwm@central.keywest.mpgn.com (Rob Miracle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato) writes:
>It really seems to me that Quest is getting better. I liked this show,
>although, as usual, it had a couple of groaners:

I really liked this one.  The past few weeks have gotten better.  I have to
admit, I thought they had goofed last night.  We thought it was a re-run
until "Four Months Later".  This was good continutity.  It has been about 4
months since the Magma probe was released, and they went back to an old
story.

>The crew landed on the island in a helicopter, then set out after the
>magma probe on foot. Hard to rationalize this one.

The Helicopter only brought the scientist.  The rest of the crew came on
board the launch.  The chopper had to fly out of Pearl, and probably didn't
have enough fuel to go on a search.  After all, they didn't know it would
be moving.

>The 'launch' is the silliest / ugliest contraption I have ever seen. I
>could take an old Winnebago, some car carriers, and a roll of duct tape
>and make something more convincing. Triangular windows?

Acutally, the design reminded me of the "Launch" drawn up in the Role
Playing Game "Traveller".  It was very similar to the small craft drawings
and blue prints.  Ugly yes!

>But, on the positive side, we get to see the Quest more clearly, weird
>design that it is. The character development on the show is getting much
>stronger, and it seems to me that the technical goofs are becoming fewer.

The whole plot seemed to flow well, except that Dr. Westphalan had given
the order to fire several times and they waited until the last second to
fire.  I also feel that the previews are very misleading.  I thought that
several of the crew were taken hostage.  Not that their dingy got nuked by
some wacko.  None-the-less, quite enjoyable.

>Even the Lucas haters would have liked this one...

This brings up a bit of a nit-pick.  How-come we have two shows in a row
with the Captain dirt-side?  I hope this doesn't become a trend.  Also, why
does the seaQuest arming its torpedos take UEO to Defcon 1??

Rob Miracle
Tantalus Inc.
Key West, Florida
rwm@central.keywest.mpgn.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 00:29:41 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

rwm@central.keywest.mpgn.com (Rob Miracle) writes:
>The whole plot seemed to flow well, except that Dr. Westphalan had given
>the order to fire several times and they waited until the last second to
>fire.  I also feel that the previews are very misleading.  I thought that
>several of the crew were taken hostage.  Not that their dingy got nuked
>by some wacko.  None-the-less, quite enjoyable.

They didn't wait until the last second, they fired at the first possible
second.  The weapons officer says the firing sequence will take 60 seconds.
They have to flood (and possibly load?) all nine tubes.  He's just counting
down the time until the torpedos can be fired.

I was also under the impression that the crew were going to be taken
hostage (since the promos say 'taken hostage').  Which reminds me, am I the
only one who think the promos for the show...well, suck?  If I was only
judging the show based on the promos I've seen, I probably wouldn't watch
it.  The scenes they show aren't bad, but the voice-overs are inane.  "Just
when it couldn't get any worse!" indeed.

>This brings up a bit of a nit-pick.  How-come we have two shows in a row
>with the Captain dirt-side?  I hope this doesn't become a trend.  Also,
>why does the seaQuest arming its torpedos take UEO to Defcon 1??

I hope it doesn't become a trend either.  As I said previously, I think the
simple answer to "why two in a row?" is that they want a chance to show off
the other characters without Bridger overshadowing them.  Someone else
suggested Scheider might want to reduce or end his involvement in the
series, and that this was one way to ease Bridger out.  I prefer to believe
my explanation, but I think it has just about run its course as a useful
character-development device.

Actually, Noyce didn't say UEO was at Defcon 1, he said "you're [seaQuest]
at Defcon 1".  I've never heard the term applied to a single ship before,
but I don't pretend to be an expert, either.  Could be the writers thought
it sounded neat. :-) Presumably it also has something to do with the fact
that the seaQuest is preparing to fire with no authorization at an
unidentified target.  I agree it doesn't make a lot of sense.  This is not
the first time seaQuest has launched its torpedos while not engaging an
enemy, and Noyce didn't get all hot and bothered then.  Possibly the fact
that he knew Bridger was not in command made him more jumpy.

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 20:08:13 GMT
From: rwm@central.keywest.mpgn.com (Rob Miracle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang) writes:
>1. Who WAS in charge of the seaQuest when Ford was on the island?  It
>seems unlikely to me that it would be Westphalen, although this isn't

I would assume that the Engineer (what's her name - used to be married to
the supply officer) would be in charge, which is kind of weird.  Noyce was
confused by her being on the bridge and appearing to be in charge.

>2. What's the story with the "four unauthorized torpedos"?  The whole
>conversation between Bridger and Westphalen seemed a little goofy, but
>this part in particular.  It would seem to me that, depending on whether
>you listen to Noyce or Bridger, there was either no authorization at all,
>or full authorization to do whatever it was she was about to do.  And how
>do they KNOW that only five torpedos were necessary?  Why not four, or
>six?  It would seem like this determination could only be made after
>analyzing the target, which by that point had been blown up and then
>buried beneath a brand-new island.

I gathered from that exchange, that when Bridger stepped overtop if Noyce
and said "You made the right decision" that crew then realized that Dr.
Westphalen had the captain's permission to fire the torps.  The bit about
the four unauthorized torps was Bridger kidding with her.  She does not
know how much power the torps have (being the non-military type).  Bridger
would have realized that it only would take 5, so he is razzing her about
the other four.  It was also a way to point out that he did get her
authorization to fire.

Rob Miracle
Tantalus Inc.
Key West, Florida

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 05:25:58 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

rwm@central.keywest.mpgn.com (Rob Miracle) writes:
>I would assume that the Engineer (what's her name - used to be married to
>the supply officer) would be in charge, which is kind of weird.  Noyce was
>confused by her being on the bridge and appearing to be in charge.

You mean Lt. Cmdr. Hitchcock.  However, she was ashore with Bridger and
Lucas.  The highest-ranking character who was on the ship was Lt. Krieg,
but I don't know if he was the highest-ranking crewmember who was on the
ship.  I guess it's one of those mysteries.

>I gathered from that exchange, that when Bridger stepped overtop if Noyce
>and said "You made the right decision" that crew then realized that Dr.
>Westphalen had the captain's permission to fire the torps.  The bit about
>the four unauthorized torps was Bridger kidding with her.  She does not
>know how much power the torps have (being the non-military type).  Bridger
>would have realized that it only would take 5, so he is razzing her about
>the other four.  It was also a way to point out that he did get her
>authorization to fire.

I think you are right, of course, that Bridger is just giving Westphalen a
hard time.  I still don't buy that he could figure out after the fact that
they only would have needed five.  The number required would, I think,
depend on the thickness of the rock above the magma chamber.  And since it
was all blown up, there would be no way to measure it afterwards.  Unless
they took the data from the magma buoy and compared it to the charts of the
ocean floor to determine how much rock was between the chamber and the
floor.

Of course, Bridger could have made up the number five, too.  :-)

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org
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Date: 18 Jan 94 15:14:15 GMT
From: t9116ts@tech.mis.cfc.com (Todd M. Swan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

rwm@central.keywest.mpgn.com (Rob Miracle) writes:
>The whole plot seemed to flow well, except that Dr. Westphalan had given
>the order to fire several times and they waited until the last second to
>fire.  I also feel that the previews are very misleading.  I thought that
>several of the crew were taken hostage.  Not that their dingy got nuked
>by some wacko.  None-the-less, quite enjoyable.

I got the feeling they were waiting for a firing solution...  Maybe it's
just me...

On problem I had was that someone (Bridger?) said that Ford, the scientist,
and "half a dozen" other people were on the island when it was about to
explode.  I counted six *altogether*.  Where were the other two?  Maybe
this explains where Krieg was at the end...

Todd M. Swan
Chrysler Financial
Center Line, MI
tms@cfc.com

------------------------------
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Date: 18 Jan 94 06:37:02 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

I write:
>rwm@central.keywest.mpgn.com (Rob Miracle) writes:
>>I would assume that the Engineer (what's her name - used to be married to
>>the supply officer) would be in charge, which is kind of weird.  Noyce
>>was confused by her being on the bridge and appearing to be in charge.
>
>You mean Lt. Cmdr. Hitchcock.  However, she was ashore with Bridger and
>Lucas.

(I had to look at the videotape to notice this - she is in the background
in the scenes with Bridger and Lucas, but she definitely climbs down the
airlock ladder.)

>The highest-ranking _character_ who was on the ship was Lt. Krieg, but I
>don't know if he was the highest-ranking _crewmember_ who was on the ship.
>I guess it's one of those mysteries.

Now I don't know.  Having thought about it, we never see Krieg on the ship
after they return from the island for the first time.  Nor do we see him on
the island with Ford.  Do we?  So I guess I'm not sure where he is.  In the
absence of any evidence, I would guess he's still on the ship.

Moreover, from the premiere episode we know that UEO regulations "require
that the ranking officer on board be notified in the event of an emergency"
- - unless Ford was just making that up as part of his scheme to get Bridger
to stay, but it seems like a reasonable regulation.  If Krieg really wasn't
on board, then the highest-ranking character would be O'Neill, but
certainly on a ship with that many military personnel there would be
someone else with a rank above Lt.(jg).  Unless everyone on the bridge went
loopy and forgot about the regulations, which seems unlikely, it must be
the writers who have forgotten about it. :-) Of course once Bridger gave
his OK, it becomes irrelevant who was in charge; but by that time the
course of action had pretty well been decided upon, it seems.

If they really are trying to develop characters by conveniently
incapacitating everyone who outranks them, this might have been the one and
only opportunity poor Lt.(jg) O'Neill would have to command the seaQuest,
if he really was the ranking officer. :-)

Oh well.  Another unsolved mystery.  Does anyone else care any more?  Did
anyone else ever care?  Am I insane for wondering about it?  What else
would I be doing besides sleeping?  Hmm, good idea... good night.

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org
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Date: 18 Jan 94 14:29:30 GMT
From: pkz0@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (PETER K. ZEITLER)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato) writes:
>It really seems to me that Quest is getting better. I liked this show,
>although, as usual, it had a couple of groaners:

[stuff deleted]

...couple of groaners, si! In four months, the magma buoy traveled from a
mid-ocean ridge to a subduction-zone volcano (1000's of km most places on
this planet), riding in a "magma river?"  Sigh. One show like this can undo
_so_ much lecture effort...ain't no magma rivers down there folks; the
mantle is solid rock, save for the few percent partial melt in the
asthenosphere. This just doesn't cut it in a show set only a few years
ahead on this planet (and that has someone like Ballard as a consultant
(where was his input on this episode?!?)). A show like TNG can get away
with science fantasy much more easily; the appeal but also the danger for a
show like SeaQuest is that getting things right matters more.

And while I'm grousing, there's the chronic depiction of the egotistical
scientist-genius, who does it all alone. (and we geologists can't win Nobel
prizes...there's no Nobel prize for earth or environmental science (go
figure, in these times) - the best you can do is something called the
Crafoord Prize).

Too bad. The show was improving, but this last episode had some first
quality bozo science and some classic stereotyping of scientists. Bleah.

Peter K. Zeitler
Earth & Environmental Sciences
Lehigh University
Bethlehem, PA
pkz0@lehigh.edu
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Date: 18 Jan 94 19:09:28 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

t9116ts@tech.mis.cfc.com (Todd M. Swan) writes:
>One problem I had was that someone (Bridger?) said that Ford, the
>scientist, and "half a dozen" other people were on the island when it was
>about to explode.  I counted six *altogether*.  Where were the other two?
>Maybe this explains where Krieg was at the end...

Well, there are the 2 people who chased the guy who blew up the launch.  I
couldn't tell who they were - I assumed they were just MP or generic
crewmembers.  Counting them, plus Ford and Young and the treasure-hunters,
that would make 8 altogether.  Maybe Krieg was one of the people chasing
the loony.

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org
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Date: 20 Jan 94 01:06:02 GMT
From: atreis@news.delphi.com (ATREIS@DELPHI.COM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

rwm@central.keywest.mpgn.com (Rob Miracle) writes:
>I really liked this one.  The past few weeks have gotten better.  I have
>to admit, I thought they had goofed last night.  We thought it was a
>re-run until "Four Months Later".  This was good continutity.  It has been
>about 4 months since the Magma probe was released, and they went back to
>an old story.

This part of the show impressed me.  Shows with this much continuity and
timing THIS good are very rare.  At least in my experience.

>The Helicopter only brought the scientist.  The rest of the crew came on
>board the launch.  The chopper had to fly out of Pearl, and probably
>didn't have enough fuel to go on a search.  After all, they didn't know it
>would be moving.

An explanation of this would have been nice though.  Perhaps the tracking
device woulnd't work right in it either. :)

>>But, on the positive side, we get to see the Quest more clearly, weird
>>design that it is. The character development on the show is getting much
>>stronger, and it seems to me that the technical goofs are becoming fewer.

Anyone know how the inside of this thing is laid out?  I've been trying to
figure it out...

Anyone know what the deal was with the school board?  The treasure hunters
mentioned it, but that was the end of it.  Just curious...

atreis@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 13:23:12 GMT
From: drh4@po.cwru.edu (Dawn R. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

While this is the first episode in which Lucas played no part whatsoever,
it is not the first episode in which he had no major role. Lucas has only
been a major player in a handful of episodes: Brothers and Sisters (the
orphaned kids), Knight of Shadows (the sunken ship), the Regulator (Darwin
kidnapped), Bad Water (the hurricane), Photon Bullets (the world bank
break-in), and Nothing But the Truth (commandos take over the ship). In
most of the other episodes he only has a few scenes, and most of them seem
to be with Bridger.

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 14:16:30 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

atreis@news.delphi.com (ATREIS@DELPHI.COM) writes:
>Anyone know what the deal was with the school board?  The treasure hunters
>mentioned it, but that was the end of it.  Just curious...

I think that was supposed to be a joke.  They were worried about the UEO
showing up and making them stop searching for the treasure.  One of them (I
forget which) said "It's not illegal.  It's just stupid.  So unless the
Board of Education shows up..."  (Or something to that effect.)

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org
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Date: 21 Jan 94 19:02:25 GMT
From: sallylb@netcom.com (Sally Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

rwm@central.keywest.mpgn.com (Rob Miracle) writes:
>This brings up a bit of a nit-pick.  How-come we have two shows in a row
>with the Captain dirt-side?  I hope this doesn't become a trend.  Also,
>why does

I don't think NBC's showing the episodes in the order in which they were
filmed. In fact, I'm sure of it. So, I guess the Capt. wasn't originally
supposed to be off the ship for 2 in a row.

I'm going to try to get hold of my contact at NBC for some more info, but
when I talked to him the other day, he was on his way out of the office and
back home... something about aftershocks. :-/

Sally Smith
(510)790-0608
sallylb@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 01:06:52 GMT
From: sallylb@netcom.com (Sally Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SQ:DSV -- Shatner to guest star!

Yowza, folks, Variety reports that last week Bill Shatner, complete with
fake mustache, was guest starring in an episode of seaQuest, where he plays
the villain.

No other details, but it could be fun...

Also, the new Starlog mag has a nice interview with John D'Aquino (Lt.
Krieg).

Sally Smith
(510)790-0608
sallylb@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 15:11:14 GMT
From: richw@mks.com (Rich Wales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SQ: Is Scheider pulling out?

If Roy Scheider pulls out, I think the effect on SQ would be significant
and possibly fatal.

Capt. Bridger, in my view, is crucial to the show because he supplies an
anti-bureaucratic wisdom, common sense, and humanity that no one else on
the ship can give.

He knows the military mind, because he's been there himself, but he's
rejected that way of thinking and acting.  He resisted returning to the
seaQuest, and although he's decided to stay, it's on his own terms.

Bridger has risen above the hidebound military approach.  He can play the
military man if he must, and he knows how to deal with the military,
whether it be the top brass or the officers he commands but, you always
know this is a role he has freely =chosen= to play, and not an innate part
of the man himself.

Bridger's actions in the climax of last Sunday's episode clearly
illustrated how his approach differs from the cookie-cutter, by-the-book
way.  The admiral couldn't get past the issue of someone outside the normal
chain of command (Dr. Westphalen) firing torpedoes at =anything= for any
reason whatsoever.  Only Bridger would listen to the reasons, and having
heard them, could tell the doctor she was doing the right thing regardless
of what the regulations might say.

Even in what I think is Bridger's most spit-and-polish military action so
far - the episode with the orphaned kids on the undersea station, where he
played the consummate senior Marine Corps officer in order to give the
holdout boy formal word of his parents' death - you =knew= it was only a
role.  (Contrast Bridger with Crocker in that scene.)

Bridger is the type of "captain" I could see saying a line like "Trust me."
- - then, with the faintest smile, following it up with "That's an order."  I
doubt Ford would ever act that way.

SQ needs Bridger in order to remind us that the hope of humanity is
founded, not in advanced technology, superior firepower, and military
discipline, but in people willing to put =people= first.

So, for the sake of the show, I hope Scheider stays.

Rich Wales
Mortice Kern Systems Inc.
35 King Street North
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada N2J 2W9
richw@mks.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 19:38:22 GMT
From: tweekco!1-3469%tardis@pacbell.pacbell.com (Jennifer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Defcon One

rwm#central.keywest.mpgn.com (Rob Miracle) writes:
>I hope this doesn't become a trend.  Also, why does the seaQuest arming
>its torpedos take UEO to Defcon 1??

The answer to this question is simple: DEFCON is a protocol running
somewhere between 5 and 1, DEFCON 5 being the least serious (total peace)
all the way to DEFCON 1 (outright war). This protocol is adopted the world
over as a standard to military alert levels, and even the TrekMUSE service
has adopted the DEFCON as its standard "readiness of combat forces" system.

It is set by computer; if an enemy troop unit is spotted in a nation's
territory, computers will automatically sound an alert. It can be cancelled
by personnel, but the initialization of a certain DEFCON level is
automatically triggered by a hostile action (such as the firing of a
ballistic missle.)

Mira

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 23:04:46 GMT
From: richw@mks.com (Rich Wales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Time Trax questions

I recently got "hooked" on Time Trax, but as a result of my tardiness I
missed most of the first season, including the pilot (which I assume is
unlikely to be aired again for some time, given that it's been rerun
already and the second season is about to start).

Any answers (or leads to answers) to the following questions would be
welcome.

Have any Time Trax novels been written, either novelizations of the pilot,
or novelizations of other episodes, or original stories?  Have any plans to
do so been publicly announced?

Are the producers of Time Trax willing to consider outside "spec script"
submissions, with or without an agent?

Please reply to me by e-mail, and if there is anything of interest to pass
on to the net, I'll post a summary.  Thanks.

Rich Wales
Mortice Kern Systems Inc.
35 King Street North
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada N2J 2W9
richw@mks.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 14:40:29 GMT
From: d-thiel@uiuc.edu (David Thiel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deconstructing "Power Rangers"

From someone who had entirely too little to do last night...

Deconstructing the "Mighty Morphin' Power Rangers"

Episode: "Doomsday" Part Two

Plot (such as it is): Sorceress Rita Repulsa whisks the people of Angel
Grove into a "dimensional vortex." She then lands her moon palace in the
middle of the city, where her powers are greatly increased.

Guest monsters: Cyclopsis, the evil WarZord; Lokar, an enormous floating
head.

Power Rangers, by gender and race: Three male, two female; one African-
American, one Asian-American, three Caucasian.

Power Rangers, by gender and race (in the original Japanese version): Four
male, one female; five Japanese.

Number of "Zords": Eight; five DinoZords, one Dragonzord, one Cyclopsis
(WarZord), one Titanus (Carrier Zord).

Number of "DinoZords" that are actually based on dinosaurs: Two. (Mastodon
and Sabre-Tooth Tiger are prehistoric mammals; Pterodactyl is not
technically a dinosaur.)

Number of times a character uses a form of the word "Zord" (not counting
the name "Zordon"): Twenty.

Number of times a character uses a form of the following words:

      Mighty: One.
      Morphin': Four.
      Power: Thirty-six.
      Rangers: Twenty-seven.
 
Number of times the robot Alpha 5 says "Ai-yi-yi-yi-yi!": Three. (Twice
while sneezing.)

Number of brain cells that died during the making of this program: Unknown.

David Thiel
d-thiel@uiuc.edu                      

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 23:37:07 GMT
From: allied@sco.com (Allie Davidson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Eerie, IN

I'm sorry to pester people on this one, but, what ever happened to the TV
show Eerie, Indiana?  There are very few shows on programmed TV that I like
to watch and this one was always amusing and different then the usual
offering.

Allie
allied@sco.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 17:50:31 GMT
From: gaetz@cfa281.harvard.edu (Terrance J. Gaetz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Eerie, IN

One of my favorite series ever.  It ran for one season of 18 episodes on
NBC (1991-92) and was cancelled in spite of critical acclaim.  Part of the
trouble was that it was opposite #1-rated "60 Minutes" so it had difficulty
getting ratings.  NBC's removing it from the schedule for a couple of
months and shifting the the time between 7:30 and 7:00 didn't help either.

Reruns of the original series are currently showing on the Disney cable
channel; last month they showed a 19th episode "Broken Record" which was
originally scheduled as the 5th episode but ended up not being shown in the
original run on NBC.  (It had appeared during the runs in the UK and
Australia, though.)  A script exists for an additional episode (The Jolly
Rogers), but apparently it was ever produced.

Omri Katz (Marshall) has since appeared in a couple of movies (Matinee,
   Hocus Pocus) recently guest-starred twice as John Larouquette's son in
   the "Larouquette" TV series.

Justin Shenkarow (Simon) currently stars as Matthew, one of Sheriff Brock's
  kids on the TV series "Picket Fences".

Terry Gaetz
gaetz@cfa.harvard.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 17 Jan 94 16:21:00 GMT
From: wombat@eng.umd.edu (Jose Gonzalez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-Files Renewed For a Second Season

According to today's USA Today, "Fox has given X-Files, the critically
acclaimed sci-fi/crime show, a full order for 22 episodes for the fall
season...."

Good news, eh?

Jose Gonzalez 

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 20:05:00 GMT
From: esti@quads.uchicago.edu (Paul A. Estin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Verisimilitude or "Aliens in the cornfield again, Maw."

   A friend of mine pointed me to the show _The X-Files_ a couple of months
back and I've been enjoying it ever since.  I hadn't watched the show
previously because the extremely hokey promos turned me off (I didn't care
for the implication that "everything you read in the supermarket tabloids
is true!")  But now I enjoy it.  Since it's on Friday nights, when I'm
rarely home, I usually tape the episodes and watch them later. I caught up
on four of them this past weekend.  Today, I just discovered the newsgroup
alt.tv.x-files and have read all the posts in it.  So now, I'm in a
reflective mood about the show.  (Hey, it's more fun than doing my research
and TAing.)

   Anyway, I see a potential problem for _X-Files_ developing, and I
*really* *really* hope that the writers avoid it, because I like the show a
*lot*.  The problem is, to use hoity-toity literary terminology, a lack of
"verisimilitude".  I don't care if the show is *realistic* per se - this is
*fiction* but, it should have *internal* consistency, in terms of *how* it
asks viewers to suspend their disbelief.  It should build a consistent
world.

   I forget who said it, but someone once made the comment that science
fiction, to be good, is allowed one wild "hook", BUT that everything else
should either be same-as-we're-used-to or should follow from the hook in
some way.  Star Trek (to pick an example with which people will be
familiar) is lousy science fiction, because a gazillion different devices,
alien races, and (pseudo)science developments have been introduced and then
either (a) forgotten about entirely or (b) their ramifications have not
been worked out properly.  Why, transporters *alone*...  Trek has come up
with two separate and incompatible explanations for their basic function
(one in which people/objects are coded, transmitted, and reintegrated;
another in which people pass through some kind of 'place' in
midtransmission) - any science fiction fan could come up with some
interesting and internally consistent implications that follow from the
shows which use *either* explanation, but the Trek writers haven't.  Other
examples: how many 'omnipotent' races *are* there in the universe, anyway?
Whatever happened to nanotech?  Or to all of Geordi's engineering
improvements?  I love watching Trek, but I have to take things
episode-by-episode because the series *as a whole* is not self-consistent;
it does not build a coherent world.  It lacks verisimilitude.

   _X-Files_ is in even more danger than Trek of falling into the
lack-of-verisimilitude trap.  While the fun of Trek lies mostly in watching
the interactions of all the characters, _X-Files_ has only two recurring
characters, and the show relies correspondingly more heavily on the plots
and science fiction aspects.  So far the show has been throwing a large
number of "hooks" into the mix: aliens of various stripes, mutations, etc..
If it doesn't stop and tie some threads together, I think a lot of the
charm of watching will be lost.  "Deus ex machina" endings are
unsatisfying' if literally anything can happen, or if everything can be
"explained" as "it's aliens, therefore it's unexplainable" (as in
Genderbender), the show loses its cohesiveness, and with it, a lot of
suspense.

   I watched the pilot episode this weekend, for the first time.
(Excellent show overall, by the way... that last scene in the Pentagon
storage room was one of the spookiest and scariest scenes I've ever seen on
TV!)  But one (potentially) negative thing really stood out.  Mulder has a
line which goes something like "If science can't explain something, then
maybe we should look elsewhere."  That gave me pause, because the line only
makes sense if by science he means "standard accepted body of knowledge".
If instead he means scientific *methods*, then the line makes no sense, if
Mulder wants to lay any claim to being an investigator.  Let me put it
another way: There's a show or two in which Mulder talks about some
evidence "fitting the pattern of UFO abduction reports".  As long as the
show sticks to lines like that, it does OK (even though in real life such
'patterns' are pure bunkum).  But if it's a matter of "it's unexplainable;
therefore it's aliens in the cornfield again", the show loses a lot of
integrity.

   So far, the lack of cohesiveness hasn't mattered much; first of all, I
have a less stringent standard for TV produced by many people on a tight
schedule than for a text story written by one person.  More importantly, I
have faith that there are explanations "behind the scenes", and that some
of the threads will eventually come together in a coherent way.  I think
the reason why people were disappointed with _Twin Peaks_, for example, was
that it became obvious that David Lynch *didn't* have a coherent
explanation for everything when he started, that he was making stuff up as
he went along, and for every mystery that *was* solved, two more were
introduced.

   I *hope* the writers of _X-Files_ have a coherent tale of "what the
aliens are up to" (and another of "what the government is up to") in which
several stories and phenomena are tied together.  Maybe there are several
tales of odd mutations, and it turns out that aliens are behind it for some
rational reason. I don't know, and I don't want to be spoon-fed the
information anyway.  But I want there to *be* some coherence
behind-the-scenes which will gradually work its way into the show's plots
and keep the series as a whole from unraveling.  It's too good a show to
have that happen to it.

   (Note: the line "Aliens in the cornfield again, Maw" comes from a
student-produced musical at the University of Chicgao several years back
entitled "Rick Cosmos and the Green Things from Mars".  It was a hysterical
show.  Another great line is "Hush, son, that's a song cue.")

Paul Andrew Estin
U. Michigan Cognitive Psychology
estin@umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 04:20:36 GMT
From: shan@nyx10.cs.du.edu (Steven Han)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Verisimilitude or "Aliens in the cornfield again, Maw."

Paul A. Estin <esti@midway.uchicago.edu> wrote:
>   Anyway, I see a potential problem for _X-Files_ developing, and I
>*really* *really* hope that the writers avoid it, because I like the show
>a *lot*.  The problem is, to use hoity-toity literary terminology, a lack
>of "verisimilitude".  I don't care if the show is *realistic* per se -
>this is *fiction* but, it should have *internal* consistency, in terms of
>*how* it asks viewers to suspend their disbelief.  It should build a
>consistent world.
>
>   I forget who said it, but someone once made the comment that science
>fiction, to be good, is allowed one wild "hook", BUT that everything else
>should either be same-as-we're-used-to or should follow from the hook in
>some way.  Star Trek (to pick an example with which people will be
>familiar) is lousy science fiction, because a gazillion different devices,
>alien races, and (pseudo)science developments have been introduced and
>then either (a) forgotten about entirely or (b) their ramifications have
>not been worked out properly.

[stuff deleted...]

>I love watching Trek, but I have to take things episode-by-episode...
>because the series *as a whole* is not self-consistent; it does not build
>a coherent world.  It lacks verisimilitude.

You make many excellent points.  I agree that from a writing standpoint,
Trek may qualify as poor science fiction under your criteria.  However,
we're not TA's handing out grades to Trek writers.  The criteria I would
use instead is whether the show is enjoyable.  I know, that's an incredibly
nebulous term; what I mean by it is whether I can suspend my disbelief and
immerse myself in the storyline and be entertained, without popping back
into the real world periodically because of illogical elements in the
story.

To succeed this test, a story and its setting *should* be internally
consistent, as you have mentioned, and not have gaping holes in its
internal "universe".  But does this mean that it's poor form to have
threads that are dropped, and technologies that are forgotten?  I think
not.  I believe that as long as a show's universe is sufficiently well
developed and maintains reasonable internal consistency, minor lapses do
not hurt the overall sense of immersion.  Besides, the technology elements
and threads you mention as lapses, I consider Macguffins.  Trek introduces
new technologies as necessary (e.g., "Tachyon fields", "E-band emissions",
etc.) for use as plot devices, nothing more.  Nowhere in our perception of
the Trek universe does it say that such devices cannot exist; therefore,
the fact that they appear in one show and then disappear should not be a
problem.

Trek fans call this type of plot devide "technobabble", because it is
usually involves highly technical jargon, and and more importantly, is
really meant to be ignored.  (I'm sure sombody will correct me again if
this term is not indigenous to the Trek world :) ) Some may call the use
and discarding of such plot elements a lack of continuity, but I don't
think that's the case unless the element is substantially important to the
show's universe, which is usually not the case.  The Trek "universe" is
fortunately wide enough to allow the writers the freedom to use such ideas.

>_X-Files_ is in even more danger than Trek of falling into the
>lack-of-verisimilitude trap.  While the fun of Trek lies mostly in
>watching the interactions of all the characters, _X-Files_ has only two
>recurring characters, and the show relies correspondingly more heavily on
>the plots and science fiction aspects.  So far the show has been throwing
>a large number of "hooks" into the mix: aliens of various stripes,
>mutations, etc..  If it doesn't stop and tie some threads together, I
>think a lot of the charm of watching will be lost.

Picking up on my last point, I think that it is not necessarily a problem
when the X-Files uses a large number of hooks.  Unlike Star Trek, which has
already established its universe and its own internal rules, the X-Files is
still in the process of feeling out boundaries in its storyline.  To
belabor the Trek analogy, the X-Files is still in the process of
determining what is "canon" (definitely not an original Trek term).  Do
alien visitors exist in the X-Files universe? Most likely yes.  Are there
human mutations? Yes again.  Do ghosts exist? Probably.  Can people tell
the future? Maybe.  Can computers do strange things and mess with your PC?
Yes, to a point.

What does this all mean? Well, to me it points to a somewhat amorphous but
evolving set of conventions about the X-Files universe.  And as you can
see, the universe is broad enough to allow the writers plenty of freedom to
pursue strange phenomenon, be they down-to-earth or extraterrestrial in
nature.  Now is this universe too broad to be believable, or does it
perhaps contain internal inconsistencies?  Well, I think that the broadness
of a show's assumptions does not automatically preclude immersion or
suspension of disbelief, as long as the stories are told well - e.g., look
at "The Twilight Zone", which had a really broad universe, and yet made for
great TV.

As for the question of internal consistency, I believe the show has so far
not made any major errors in consistency.  It has never definitively ruled
out the existence of a phenomenon, only to have it appear in another
episode; that sort of thing would certainly raise most peoples' eyebrows.
Of course, it's possible that they have made errors in continuity, but I
haven't caught any yet.

>"Deus ex machina" endings are unsatisfying' if literally anything can
>happen, or if everything can be "explained" as "it's aliens, therefore
>it's unexplainable" (as in Genderbender), the show loses its cohesiveness,
>and with it, a lot of suspense.

I agree with you totally here - not surprising, since I have been ranting
and raving on this topic for several days now.  It's one thing to allow for
aliens in the show's universe; it's another thing to attribute strange
phenomena to aliens because simply because it's the easy thing to do.  This
plot device was acceptable in the pilot episode and in "Conduit" because
the alien connection was established ahead of time; however, when the
aliens thing is thrust upon us at the very end of an episode, the story
loses its credibility - it's just bad writing.  I can suspend my disbelief
for deus ex machina endings maybe once or twice a season, but any more than
that and I'll start to hurl.

>I *hope* the writers of _X-Files_ have a coherent tale of "what the aliens
>are up to" (and another of "what the government is up to") in which
>several stories and phenoomena are tied together.  Maybe there are several
>tales of odd mutations, and it turns out that aliens are behind it for
>some rational reason. I don't know, and I don't want to be spoon-fed the
>information anyway.  But I want there to *be* some coherence
>behind-the-scenes which will gradually work its way into the show's plots
>and keep the series as a whole from unraveling.  It's too good a show to
>have that happen to it.

Personally, I would prefer there *not* be an explanation for all the
strange goings-on.  After all, if there is a "conspiracy" and it's exposed,
where will the show go from there?  More importantly, I think it would ruin
the suspense associated with the show.  Hearing a pat answer to all the
questions posed by the X-files would demean all the fine episodes where the
questions were left unanswered, and made the viewers hunger for more.
After all, isn't that one of the marks of a good book, leaving the reader
hungry for more?

Of course, I wouldn't mind one "conspiracy" episode, where an alien or
government coverup plot is discovered by M&S, one that was more substantial
and insidious than the ones uncovered so far, and which answers many (but
not all) of the questions posed to date.  Heck, it could even be a
two-parter!

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 02:34:15 GMT
From: wdieteri@rainbow.sosi.com (William Dieterich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Stand

I just saw this in THE DENVER POST so I am posting it.

Long reluctant about bringing "The Stand" his novel about the apocalypse,
to TV, novelist Stephen King has changed his mind. And he will even make a
cameo appearance in an eight-hour miniseries featuring: Jamey Sheridan,
Rudy Dee, Molly Ringwald, and Rob Lowe this year to ABC, the Daily News of
Los Angeles reports.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 17:22:05 GMT
From: ui220@freenet.victoria.bc.ca (Tracy Ann Murray)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forever Knight

   I heard that the are bringing back "Forever Knight."  It was cancelled
along with the rest of Primetime after Crimetime when Letterman moved to
CBS.  But now the rumor is that it will be coming back in syndication.
Personally, I found the show fascinating, with reasonably good writing and
production values.  I'd get interested in it myself if I didn't already
have too many things on my plate.  I think it would make a good block with
Time Trax and Kung Fu.

Tracy

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 19:49:24 GMT
From: preacher@mit.edu (tak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forever Knight

One of this AM's papers (USA Today?) blurbed that <Forever Knight> is going
into syndication this fall, 26 new episodes.

Terry King
preacher@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 03:32:38 GMT
From: velia@netcom.com (Velia Tanner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alien Nation

They are making an "Alien Nation" movie that will pick up where the series
left off.  Andrew Schneider and Diane Frolov, who wrote the series and now
write Northern Exposure, are writing and producing, and "Alien Nation" exec
producer Ken Johnson will be involved, too.

Speaking as someone who didn't discover how great that show was until just
before it went off the air, I couldn't be more pleased.

Velia

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	Television - Upcoming Episodes & Treasure Island (3 msgs) &
                     Matrix & Darkroom & Outer Limits (4 msgs)
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Date: 26 Jan 94 00:06:25 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SFTV: Science Fiction TV Upcoming Episodes (Jan 25)

NOTE: The next version should have some updated sat feed info.

Science Fiction TV Shows Upcoming Episodes (Jan 25th edition)

This posting contains titles of upcoming episodes for the following shows:

Star Trek: The Next Generation
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine
seaQuest DSV
Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman
Adventures of Brisco County Jr.
X-Files
Highlander
Time Trax
Babylon 5
Viper

Plus other specials noted that I find out about in advance.

SF TV News Tidbits

The Babylon 5 TV series debuts this week.  Check the Babylon 5 TV station
list posted to rec.arts.sf.tv and alt.tv.babylon-5 if you don't know where
it is playing locally.

The new series of the New Tomorrow People debuts on Nickelodeon this
Saturday at 6 p.m. ET/PT.

The second season of Time Trax starts this week.  The show may also be
moving to a new time slot in a lot of markets so check your local
listings..

Highlander returns to new episodes after a run of repeats.

William Shatner will be guest starring in an upcoming episode of seaQuest
DSV.

This only lists the titles of the shows, so there are no spoilers other
than what might be contained in the titles.  I am going to attempt to post
this info on a regular basis.  If you have access to info that I don't
have, please email me at leew@indirect.com so I can include it here. The
syndicated shows I should have up to a months worth (at least) of upcoming
episodes.  For the network shows, it is limited to what info is listed in
various tv listing sources and what people post to the net.

Satellite Feed Information is contained at the end of this listing.  Any
updates to that info would be appreciated.

As always, these schedules are subject to change by the producers and
networks at any time.

Star Trek (Info from Mike Brown and Jim Shaun Lyon)

Star Trek: The Next Generation

Ep #   sat feed   Prod #    Title

165     1/15/94     265     Homeward
        1/22/94     258R    Phantasms
166     1/29/94     266     Sub Rosa
167     2/05/94     267     Lower Decks
168     2/12/94     268     Thy Known Self

unofficial

169     2/19/94     269      Masks
170     2/26/94     270      Eye of the Beholder
        3/04/94     259R     Dark Page
        3/11/94     260R     Attached
171     3/18/94     271      (new episode)

Star Trek: Deep Space Nine

        1/15/94     424R    Invasive Procedures
        1/22/94     425R    Cardassians
 33     1/29/94     433     Armageddom Game

Unofficial

 34     2/05/94     434     Whispers
 35     2/12/94     435     Paradise
 36     2/19/94     436     Shadow Play
 37     2/26/94     437     Playing God
        3/04/94     426R    Melora
        3/11/94     427R    Rules of Acquisition
 38     3/18/94     438     (new episode)


Note: the date listed is the first day the episode is transmitted over
the Paramount sat feed.  Paramount's official "week of" starts two days
later on the following Monday.


Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman (ABC)
(Sunday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)
(info from Michael Burstein)

 1/23/94       Illusions of Grandeur
 1/30/94       Requiem for a Superhero (repeat)
 2/06/94       [New Episode]

seaQuest DSV (NBC)
(Sunday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 1/23/94        (pre-empted by Treasure Island - a special on the new
                 Las Vegas hotel)
 1/30/94        (pre-empted by Super Bowl)
 2/06/94        Whale Song

To be scheduled:
                The Last Lap at Luxury


The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr. (Fox)
(Friday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific, 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 1/28/94       (pre-empted by X-Files)
 2/04/94       [New Episode]


X-Files (Fox)
(Friday nights at 9 p.m. Eastern/Pacific, 8 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 1/21/93       Genderbender (new)
 1/28/94       Space (repeat in Brisco County's time slot)
                     (Tales from the Crypt in regular XF slot)
 2/04/94       Lazarus
 2/11/94       Young at Heart
 2/18/94       E.B.E.


Highlander (Syndicated)
(Info from Linda Cooksey)
(airs on WGN at 10:30 pm ET Thursdays the week following "Week Of")

Week of      WGN      Production #      Title

01/17/94    1/27/94   93209(R)          Run For Your Life
01/24/94    2/03/94   93213             BLESS THE CHILD
01/31/94    2/10/94   93211             THE FIGHTER
02/07/94    2/17/94   93212             UNDER COLOR OF AUTHORITY
02/14/94    2/24/94   93214             UNHOLY ALLIANCE PART 1
02/21/94    3/03/94   93215             UNHOLY ALLIANCE PART 2


Time Trax (PTEN/Syndicated)
(Info from Steve Monares)

Week of Air          Episode #       Title

1/24/94              23              "Return Of The Yakuza"
1/31/94              25              "Selma Is Missing"
2/7/94               28              "To Live & Die In Docker Flats"
2/14/94              29              "A Close Encounter"
2/21/94              27              "The Gravity Of It All"


Many PTEN stations air Time Trax on Wednesdays at 8 p.m. (E/P), 7 p.m.
(C/M) PTEN stations that have other affiliations air it whenever they can
fit it in.  Starting Jan 26th, Babylon 5 will take over the Time Trax time
slot and Time Trax will be aired at a time up to the local station.


Babylon 5  (Info from John Hudgens)

Week Of   Prod #    Title

01/24/93  103       Midnight on the Firing Line
01/31/93  102       Soul Hunter
02/07/93  104       Born to the Purple
02/14/93  101       Infection
02/21/93  108       The Parliament of Dreams
02/28/93  110       Mind War

Many PTEN stations will air Babylon 5 on Wednesdays at 8 p.m. (E/P),
7 p.m. (C/M) with other stations airing the show wherever they decide.


Viper (NBC)
(Fridays at 8 p.m. E/P  7 p.m. C/M)

  1/21/94   The Face
  1/28/94   Safe as Houses
  2/04/94   (pre-empted by "Days of Our Lives" special)


Universal Action Pack (Syndicated)
(Rotating package ot two hour TV movies featuring some sci-fi.  I'll list
 all of them so you can keep track of when the sci-fi shows are on:
 Tek War - Four movies based on William Shatner's Tek novels
 Hercules - Hercules movies produced by Sam Raimi
 Fastrack - John Landis movies about two friends who discover an abandoned
            space ship
 Bandit -  Movies based on "Smokey and the Bandit"
 Another Midnight Run - Movies based on "Midnight Run"
 Vanishing Son - Martial Arts from Sam Cohen )

Also airs usually on WGN at 8 pm ET on Tuesday the week after the "Week of"
with a repeat showing the following Sunday (late night Sat) at 12:30 am

 Week of   WGN      Title

 1/17/94   1/25/94  Tek War
 1/24/94   2/03/94  Bandit - Must Be Country (Thursday airing )
 1/31/94   2/08/94  Another Midnight Run - The Tender Trap


Other upcoming science fiction shows and/or movies

NICK:

Nickleodeon has the second series of the New Tomorrow People at 6 p.m ET/PT
on Saturdays.

PTEN:

Island City  - Pilot movie airing last week in February.
Writer/Executive Producer is Jonathan Glassner.  It is set 100 years in the
future where Genetic engineering has eliminated most diseases and resulted
in a Fountain of Youth drug and most everyone in the world takes it.
However, it wasn't tested well enough and after five years, about 95% of
the users mutate into psychotic creatures known as "recessives".  The
non-affected humans migrate into a wall city called "Island City".  the
show focuses on a special military/science group whose job is to go out and
rescue "normal" people and study the recessives.

Directed by Jorge Montesi, produced by Chris Chulack.
Executive producers are Lee Rich, Bruce Sallen and Jonathan Glassner

Syndicated (Rysher)

Robocop: The Series

Premieres in March with two hour movie Robocop: The Future of Law
Enforcement Pilot was written by Robocop creators Ed Neumeier and Michael
Miner.  Stars stage/TV actor Richard Eden.  21 hour episodes plus the two
hour pilot movie.

May '94 Cinefantastique (shipping in March) will have coverage by Dan
Persons.


SAT FEED INFO SECTION  - All times listed are Eastern

Paramount sat feeds (ET):

        Saturday

                0900    Entertainment Tonight
                1000    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine
                1100    The Untouchables
                1500    Entertainment Tonight
                1600    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine
                1700    The Untouchables
                1800    STAR TREK: The Next Generation

        Sunday

                1400    STAR TREK: The Next Generation
                1500    The Untouchables
                1600    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine

All are on T302, transponder 3 (2V)
        5.8 mono (SAP for ET)   6.2 left   6.8 right   (wideband)


Babylon 5 Sat Feed Info


           BABYLON 5: THE SERIES -- SATELLITE DOWNLINK INFORMATION

 All feeds are Galaxy 4, Channel 21. Audio is 5.8 left, 6.2 right, 6.8 mono.
                     Satellite feed times (Eastern) are as follows: 

  (Beginning 1/20/94) STANDARD VERSION -- Thursdays -   2-3pm
                                            Fridays - 10-11am
               B5/KF:TLC COMBO VERSION -- Saturdays - 5-7:30am
                                            Sundays - 8-10:30am

   The two-hour 30-minute feed includes a seven minute reel change between
shows - BABYLON 5 followed by KUNG FU: THE LEGEND CONTINUES - the combo
feed is for stations showing theses shows *in that order*. This combo block
feed replaces the TIME TRAX/KUNG FU feed effective 1/22/94.

NOTE: PTEN airs it's sat feeds "real-time" in that when there is a two
minute local commercial break, there is two minutes of black video.

Time Trax

Galaxy 4, Transponder 21

Fridays   9:30 am (stand alone feed)
Fridays   9:30 pm (stand alone feed)
Saturdays  5am - 7:30am (first half of combo feed with Kung Fu)
Sundays    8am - 10:30am ( ditto)

New feed info after 1/20 needed

Highlander

Wednesday 7:30 am    Galaxy 4, transponder 22
Friday   11:30 am    Galaxy 4, transponder 22

Lois and Clark (new episodes only)

Saturday  6:30 am  T2, Transponder 7

seaQuest DSV  (new episodes only)

Friday 11:00 am   T2, Transponder 18 (was missing on 1/7/94)
Saturday 6:00pm   F1, Transponder 8

X-Files

Friday  3:30am  T3/16
Friday  1:00pm  E1, Transponder 8  (Canadian Feed, new shows only)

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 08:36:47 GMT
From: caesar@fraser.sfu.ca (Caesar Man-Kit Yu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Treasure Island!!!????

I can't believe the programming idiots who decided to put this stupid thing
on the air. It's got to be the most obvious commercial/tv show ever! Even
Viper is at least a little subtle.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 13:15:42 GMT
From: David.A.Markham@dartmouth.edu (David A. Markham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Treasure Island!!!????

I agree TOTALLY! It wasn't totally obvious at first - it just seemed like
some stupid show about a kid with an overactive imagination. But at the
end, they sold this thing so obviously... it was absolutely pathetic. The
best part of the show was when the cannons went off and people fell off the
boats. I just wish they'd sunk a little sooner...

Dave

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 17:27:38 GMT
From: barmar@think.com (Barry Margolin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Treasure Island!!!????

caesar@fraser.sfu.ca (Caesar Man-Kit Yu) writes:
>I can't believe the programming idiots who decided to put this stupid
>thing on the air. It's got to be the most obvious commercial/tv show ever!
>Even Viper is at least a little subtle.

It was an infomercial, not an ordinary entertainment program.  Why did you
expect subtlety from it?  Was it really more obviously commercial than most
other infomercials?

I didn't watch it, but I assume it started with the usual "The following is
a paid commercial program..." stuff.  TV Guide also said it was an
infomercial.  So don't say they didn't warn you.

What I'd like to see is a feature-length version of the Gravity Edge
infomercial. :-)

Barry Margolin
System Manager, Thinking Machines Corp.
barmar@think.com
{uunet,harvard}!think!barmar

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 20:06:10 GMT
From: preacher@mit.edu (tak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Matrix

Got hooked on Matrix (mob hitman back from the dead with a mission to help
others, mostly under duress - USA Network) going on a year ago.  They
pulled it before the pilot aired, then snuck it back in the wee hours of
the morning to finish the initial run.  I missed it, of course.

(1) Any idea if it'll turn up anywhere?

(2) Can some kind soul email (or post) to let me know what happened in the
pilot?

Thanks much.

Terry King
preacher@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 20:31:15 GMT
From: tk6411@cynthia.albany.edu (KOHL TIMOTHY)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Darkroom

Does anyone out there remember the twilight-zonish show in the early
eighties called 'Darkroom' (hosted by James Coburn).  I think it had a lot
of style and some wonderfully bizarre stories.  I enjoyed it a lot when it
was on and never saw it again (I don't think it lasted a whole season) How
about it folks?

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 03:45:03 GMT
From: alexr@willow.login.qc.ca (Alexandre Rousseau)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Outer Limits

Does anyone remember that early 60s show ? I used to watch it in the early
70s when I was a kid and loved it. I wonder if it would have as much impact
today though, seeing it as an adult.

Still, I would love to try the experiment and I wonder if anyone has seen
it recently.

Thanks.

Alexandre Rousseau
UUCP: alexr@willow.uucp
Internet: alexr@willow.login.qc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 00:19:33 GMT
From: dambik@fnalo.fnal.gov (Ed Dambik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Outer Limits

Some of the episodes are *still* wonderful SF though they probably won't
seem very scary to you now. Definitely worth watching again though.
Episodes occasionally appear on cable TV. TNT shows a block of something
like 8 hours of OL every now and then. They're also out on video.

Ed

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 00:48:59 GMT
From: steiner@eeel.nist.gov (Richard Steiner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Outer Limits

alexr@willow.login.qc.ca (Alexandre Rousseau) wrote:
> Does anyone remember that early 60s show?

It had a interesting mix of suspense, science, and science fiction,
compared to the equivalent sf anthology shows at the time.  I'd vote it
better than "One Step Beyond", more suspenseful than "Science Fiction
Theater", and except for several episodes, a touch below the total quality
of "The Twilight Zone", although "OL's" science was usually more creative.
As a kid, I loved the fictional science aspect of "OL" more than the
monsters.

(History: there was another short-lived sf show at the time which dealt
mainly with space exploration, but its name slips my memory.  Any help,
someone?)

> I wonder if it would have as much impact today though, seeing it as an
> adult.

It certainly had an impact then, since my physics classmates and I all
remembered it fondly when we saw it in again in the mid-70's. The early
sixties were still pre-space travel, pre-color TV, and pre-SF movie
spectaculars, so "OL" was quite on the edge.  My favorite episode then was
"Demon with a Glass Hand", but I seem to like a lot more of them now.  I'm
pleased to see that you liked it in the 70's.  Unfortunately, action and
special FX are almost all that count lately, so I suspect new viewers would
be uninterested.

> Still, I would love to try the experiment and I wonder if anyone has seen
> it recently.

TNT has the occasional late night "Outer Limits" marathon about every 6
months or so, with some interesting commentary by the original stars and
writers.  TNT plays it pretty campy, but they tend to do that with
everything.

All the episodes are available on video.  I've yet to find a book similar
to the "Twilight Zone Companion."

Richard Steiner

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 17:05:54 GMT
From: heming@unixg.ubc.ca (Susan Heming)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Outer Limits

steiner@eeel.nist.gov (Richard Steiner) writes:
>All the episodes are available on video.  I've yet to find a book similar
>to the "Twilight Zone Companion."

I have a trade paperback called "The Outer Limits: The Official Companion".
found it in a delete bin for $1.99. Excellent book, with synopses of all
the episodes, interviews with the writers, producers, and directors, and
all sorts of behind the scenes stuff. It's by David J. Schow and Jeffrey
Frentzen, published by Ace Science Fiction Books, ISBN 0-441-37081-0.

------------------------------
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Date: 19 Jan 94 03:35:39 GMT
From: roy@eckerd.edu (Jonathan Roy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Earthquake, Budget, etc. 1-18-94

  Some nice messages on B5's budget, and some info on the earthquake from
Joe's POV. Lots of Jarvis bashing on GEnie right now.. I guess he has a
review coming up where he says B5 is a dud, and gives it a 2 out of 10. :)
(Compare to the 1/10 last year for the pilot, where he said The Jetsons had
better effects, and it had no hope of becoming a series...)

Enjoy!!!

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 1
Message 443       Thu Jan 13, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 02:17 EST
 
   Well, we've finished shooting "Legacies," and have begun shooting
"Raiding Party."  I think "Legacies" came out very well (guest-starring
John Vickery).  "Raiding Party" will guest star Gerrit Graham.

   We finally delivered "Chrysalis" to Warner/PTEN, and heard back: our
liaison over there was stunned, describes it as the best season-ending
cliffhanger he's ever seen, unlike anything done before.  Suffice to say
we're pleased.

   There's not a lot of CGI in either "Legacies" or "The Quality of Mercy"
(which will follow "Raiding Party" in the production lineup), because
neither story really called for it.  But there's a *lot* in "Raiding
Party," some of it very elaborate.  By way of comparison, in an average B5
episode, a script from beginning to end has about 60 or 70 setups (a setup
is a numbered scene or shot, i.e., INT. SCOCKPIT or INT. ZEN GARDEN).
"Raiding Party" has around 112 setups.  That's more than in some movies.
It's a *very* busy script.

   We're now just about two weeks from our debut.  Lots of behind the
scenes action...meeting with journalists and some critics, buckets of
interviews, and a general sense of *anticipation* among the crew.  People
are now either seeing, or about to see what we've been quietly doing here
ever since July.

   Once "Babylon Squared" is turned in, probably on Friday or Monday, there
will be just 4 scripts left to write (of which 2 are the two-parter).
 It seems like just yesterday we had 22 in front of us to write.  The time
has just zipped past with unparalleled speed.  It feels like it took
forever to GET the series, and suddenly before we really have a chance to
think about it, ZOOM, the first season is nearly over.

   This is going to be a very interesting few months....

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 1
Message 463       Fri Jan 14, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 13:50 EST
 
   No studio in its right mind would give a second season go without
getting in a fair number of ratings nights first to determine whether or
not it's a viable show.  Not every good show gets amazing ratings, and not
every crummy show fails....

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 1
Message 464       Fri Jan 14, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 22:01 EST
 
   On the topic of B5 being a novel for television, consisting basically of
five "books" (as Lord of the Rings was three books)...some figures for your
consideration.

   The total page number of script pages for season one: 1,100 (give or
take about 10-20 pages).  Basically two 550 page novels, or one very long
(275,000 words) novel.

   At this point, it looks like the total for season one scripts written by
JMS is 12 scripts, or a total of about 600 pages (equal to a 150,000 word
novel).

   Assuming the show runs 5 years, that's 5,500 pages, equal to 11 average-
sized (100,000 words) novels.  Given that I'll probably continue to write
about half the scripts, that's 2,500 pages/5.5 novels just in JMS scripts.

   (Why do I suddenly feel very tired...?)

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 1
Message 468       Sat Jan 15, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 00:18 EST
 
   Oh, forgot two things: 1) Though this may never appear anywhere, my
title for the Year One/Book One arc is "Signs and Portents."  2) We just
cast June Lockhart as our guest lead in "The Quality of Mercy."

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 1
Message 476       Sat Jan 15, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 03:22 EST
 
   Yes, this is the actual text of a script.  And a script contains scene
descriptions, dialogue, directions.  (Contrary to popular opinion, the
actors don't just make up their lines when they hit the stage, based on
loose ideas by somebody.)  My scripts tend to be *very* detailed, with
camera movement suggestions, optical notes, indications of dissolves vs.
cuts, on and on.  A typical scene might look like this:

EXT. BABYLON 5 - ESTABLISHING

A scuttleship unloads cargo from a transport parked alongside the station.
PAN ACROSS with the scuttleship, tracking with it until it passes into the
docking bay, then DOWN TO the observation dome window, where we can just
see into

INT. OBSERVATION DOME

where Lieutenant-Commander IVANOVA stands at the console, cup in hand,
staring bleakly out into the starscape as SINCLAIR comes up alongside.

                             IVANOVA
                  I hate mornings...I've always had a
                  hard time getting up when it's dark
                  outside.

                             SINCLAIR
                  We're in space.  It's always dark
                  outside.

                             IVANOVA
                        (forlornly)
                  I know...I know....

   (That, by the way, is a slight re-do of an actual shot from "Raiding
Party.")

   A script page, single-spaced, works out to about the same wordage as a
double-spaced prose fiction page, about 225-250 words per.

   On this whole "costs less = not as good" question, the one thing that
galls me is the knowledge, accumulated through 120+ produced TV episodes,
that 30% *or more* of any show's budget is wasted.  It comes because you
don't get a script until maybe 3-4 days before you have to shoot, and
everybody works round the clock, ringing in double- and triple-overtime on
EFX, costumes, sets, you name it.  So items that should by all rights cost
maybe $150,000 end up costing you $300,000 or more.

   In B5, we're generally 3-5 scripts ahead of ourselves at any one moment.
Directors and crew get their scripts *weeks* before we have to shoot.  And
even earlier than that, because I know what's coming down the road for the
whole season, I can give someone literally *months* of advance warning on
major EFX, or set requirements.  As a result of all this, items that
normally cost $150,000 either cost exactly that, or we actually end up
*saving* a little money.

   A lot of television production is absolutely irresponsible.  That we are
penalized in the press for acting responsibly is something that I just
can't figure....

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 1
Message 489       Sat Jan 15, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 20:38 EST
 
   Sci-Fi Buzz was on the set this week, in fact, and did some quick
interviews with cast, me, and Harlan (who is returning to Sci-Fi Buzz as
commentator).  More on this when I get a date.

   Yes, much to my chagrin, I'm in the Making Of piece.  I hate me on
camera.  I get twitchy, my head disappears into my neck, my neck disappears
altogether, I suddenly gain about 20 pounds, and I look for all the world
like some kind of demented, myopic turtle.

   And yes, Bill Mumy is also in "Mercy," but has no scenes with June.

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 1
Message 500       Sun Jan 16, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 03:06 EST
 
   Actually, there are newer black leather B5 jackets, which we made up for
cast and crew for Christmas, as a gift.  They're *gorgeous* black
leather-and- cloth letterman jackets, with a slightly redone B5 logo on the
back (better metallic thread for the sunburst, some other minor
variations).  Mine has something a little extra: the patches worn on the
uniforms of those who fought at the Battle of the Line.  A Starfury patch
on the left arm, squadron name/number on the right arm, EA Command Patch
with name on the left breast, Earthforce Off Worlds patch on the right
breast.  Very, very cool.

   BTW, a request for a favor: reviews are going to be coming out this week
on our first episode.  I know they're slated to appear in People,
Entertainment Weekly, and TV Guide.  (Apparently Jarvis will be doing a
review, about which he would only say to some people, "It's *brief*," which
sounds like another hatchet job in the offing.)  I know that the East Coast
gets deliveries of these magazines a few days before they arrive here on
the West Coast.  If anyone sees these (or other) reviews prior to Tuesday,
let me know, and post as much as you can from it.  Thanks.

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 1
Message 511       Sun Jan 16, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 17:44 EST
 
   Re: the PPG firing...we talked to some high-IQ types about how a plasma-
firing weapon might work.  There would be superheated bursts, some marginal
escape of the gases used, and it would burn through the air, creating a
small thunderclap-like sound.  So this is what we did.

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 1
Message 522       Mon Jan 17, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 04:06 EST
 
   BTW...since we've been discussing script stuff here, a little bonus:
from 1990-1991, I wrote a new 4-hour "V" miniseries, entitled "Rebirth."
It was to be the comeback for the V series, until they realized that the
show, like its predecessor, would be too expensive to produce for
syndication.  This is the only official, Warners-sanctioned follow-up to
the V series, even though the script wasn't produced.

   I've gone ahead and uploaded the first three acts of that miniseries to
the SFTV library, file #893.  For those who followed the V story, you might
find this of some interest....

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 1
Message 587       Tue Jan 18, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 14:51 EST
 
   Logging on from the computer at work.  Still no power at home, so my
system there is dead.  So this'll be brief.  Terrible couple nights,
especially the Sunday, when the big one hit.  Lights out, blind terror, the
sound of plaster tearing and glass breaking and objects flying through the
room.  The house shaking as though in the maw of a large, terrible animal.
Fireplace fell down in the den, will probably have to rebuild the whole
fireplace.  Sundeck/patio is now separated from the house.  Massive cracks
elsewhere.  Dust and grit over everything.  To enter a room you have to
clear a path through debris...cd's, books, magazines, videotapes,
everything's off the shelves and on the floor, 6-12" deep.  Couldn't even
open the office door, blocked by debris.

   Fortunately, no injuries here or in the B5 crew/cast.  Andreas' house
took a major pounding, might be a total loss, we'll have to see.  Our
cinematographer (the same one who escaped the fire by inches) is in similar
straits.  We offered cast and crew the chance to stay home, but everyone
wanted to come in to work, get back on the horse again, show their support
for the show.

   More as I'm able.

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 2
Message 300       Wed Jan 12, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 02:04 EST
 
    My problem is that I have little or no interest in defending B5 as good
SF to anyone.  I think his definition is arbitrary.  Ray Bradbury said that
good SF is whatever one points to and says that's good SF.  It seems to me
that those most interested in defining SF are the ones who most profit
from, and hew to, their own definitions.  It's as inherently silly a
discussion as the folks from the War of the Worlds series insisting that
their show was NOT a science fiction series (excuse me? aliens, and
starships, and interplanetary warfare, and it's NOT an SF series?).

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 2
Message 319       Fri Jan 14, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 02:49 EST
 
   I don't think it would be entirely appropriate for me to comment on the
Ellison/Koenig question, as it kind of violates the privacy on both
sides....

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 3
Message 248       Mon Jan 10, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 02:38 EST
 
   This kind of comment is really pointless now because the show is about
to hit the air.  Lots of people have been badrapping it during the months
of waiting.  Now you get to see for yourself, and all this "it ain't great"
stuff will be shown for the BS it is.  If you've seen it, judge for
yourselves.  They're full of it.

   It's dismaying that we've gotten to this point of, if we're not wasting
millions of dollars on EFX, it can't be any good.  Wrong.

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 13
Message 326       Fri Jan 14, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 00:59 EST
 
   We'll imply some of the geography in the series, but the interactive
computer program coming out soon has a map of the station, and shows where
what is in relation to everything else.  As for the fighters, they wait
until they clear the arms to launch.

Second SF&F RT
Category 18,  Topic 13
Message 335       Fri Jan 14, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 21:52 EST
 
   Since I sat on a panel with Niven, who said that in his view nothing
good is written for TV, and implied basically that TV writers were people
who'd sold out and were just a shade above prostitutes in the food chain, I
doubt very much that Niven would be interested in writing scripts, nor
would I be terribly much inclined to ask.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 20:36:03 GMT
From: techy@iastate.edu (Babylon 5)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Financial Post Review of B5

Hey folks, remember me?  heh.  Anyway... found this little tidbit on
Lexis/Nexis... anyone want to organize a letter writing campaign?  ;>

The Financial Post
January 15, 1994
Section 4; Spectrum: Arts & Leisure; Television; pg S7
Length: 557 words

HEADLINE: Babylon 5 may be TV's equivalent of a black hole

BYLINE:  Marc Dacey for the Financial Post

BODY:
  Watching 25-year-old Star Trek reruns, it's hard to imagine it was one of
the more thought provoking shows of the 1960's.  But the program's highly
optimistic vision of mankind's future in space has not only endured, it has
spawned film features, spinoff products, a Bible written in the fictional
language of Klingon and two of the most popular sundicated TV series ever -
Star Trek: The Next Generation and Deep Space Nine.

  That kind of success has not gone unnoticed by Warner Bros., which is
launching the syndicated series Babylon 5 (Saturday, Jan 22, 5 pm on many
CTV affiliates; Wednesday, Jan 26, 8 pm on US stations).
  
  Babylon 5 is a vast station, neat a distance-obliterating wormhole,
nominally run by humans as neutral turf on which numerous mutually
antagonistic races bicker and barter.

  Sound familiar?  There's a rock-jawed commander with a coolly efficient
sidekick, a telepathic aide who "feels" plot twists, and they work in a
command centre that looks like the middle of a roller-derby rink.

  That's right, space fans: in a blindingly obvious attempt to cash in on
the Star Trek syndie phenomenon, Warner has combined half the characters
from Star Trek and most of the plot devices of Deep Space Nine.

  The trouble is that in the episode I saw the writing was atrocious, the
computer effects were derivative and the acting was just plain bad.  Did I
mention that members of one of the alien races all look like Larry of the
Three Stooges?  Space may be infinite, but based on Babylon 5, it's
conceptually minute.

Troy Rutter
Project Vincent
Iowa State University

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 02:04:48 GMT
From: hummel@athena.mit.edu (Franklin Hummel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Making of...

   I just finished watching "The Making of..." on WSBK here in Boston.

   First impression: VERY-well done.  When the movie first aired, I wrote
to WSBK and was lucky enough to have my letter read on the air.  I stressed
what I saw in B5 was a -potential- for a great, dramatic, science fiction
series.  After watching "The Making of..."  I have even greater hope that
potential is going to be fufilled.
 
   And I want to say I found "The Making of..." to be EXTREMELY clever in
the way it was done.  The presence of TREK elements (Koneig, Fontana) in
the series was very well-done, clearly making an appeal to Trek fans and
what they liked the best about TREK, yet stressing at the same time how B5
would be different (and possibly better) than TREK.

   I am getting an excitment about the premier of BABYLON 5 as a series
which I have not had since STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION premired.
  
   And I am beginning to think, no, believe this will be better.

Frank Hummel
hummel@athena.mit.edu
f.hummel@genie.geis.com
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Date: 13 Jan 94 23:48:31 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Universe Today Babylon 5 Edition (1/13/94)

UNIVERSE TODAY - BABYLON 5 EDITION

With the latest Babylon 5 News and Information

Collected by Lee Whiteside, keep of the Babylon 5 FAQL

January 13, 1994

NATIONAL PRESS THIS WEEK

TV Guide - This week's TV Guide is a "Special Sci-Fi Issue" which means
lots of Star Trek articles.  In an overview of upcoming new sci-fi series
by new TV Guide Sci-Fi columnist, Babylon five is mentioned briefly as
needing some "fine-tuning" and will be featuring Billy Mumy.  There is a
picture of Delenn and The Soul Hunter plus a full page color ad for Babylon
5.  There will hopefully be more on B5 in the next few issues.

Entertainment Weekly - This week's Entertainment Weekly has a cover article
on "Trek Wars" looking mainly at Deep Space Nine, Babylon 5, and Shatner's
"Tek War" movie series.  The Babylon 5 section gives an overview of the
series and mentions Straczynski's five year plan.  The main negative part
of the article is when the author implies (strongly) that since B5 is
spending about half of what DS9 spends per episode, don't expect to be
knocked out of your seat by the special effects.  General consensus is that
it's not how much you spend, but how well you spend it...

Making of Babylon 5 starts airing on local stations

Following is a list of known airtimes and dates for stations showing "The
Making of Babylon 5".  The half hour program is hosted by Walter Koenig and
features interviews and episode clips from Babylon 5.  Check your local
listings or call your local station for if your city is not listed.

AZ  Phoenix KUTP 45   Sat Jan 15th at 11:30 pm,  Mon Jan 24th at 6:30 pm
CA  Los Angeles KCOP  Tue Jan 25th (after Clippers Game)
CT  Hartford WTIC 61  Mon Jan 17th 10am, Sat Jan 29 10:30 pm
MA  Boston WSBK       Tue Jan 19th at  8:00 pm
NC  Raleigh/Durham    Sat Jan 29th at 10:30 pm
UT  Salt Lake KJZZ    Sat Jan 15th at  6:00 pm
WI  Madison           Sun Jan 30th at  3:30 pm


New Computer Stuff Arriving..

Following is the press release on the imminent arrival of the Babylon 5
demo and other associated official releases.

WARNER BROS. DEVELOPS COMPUTERIZED INTERACTIVE
INFORMATION KIT TO PROMOTE NEW SCIENCE FICTION 
SERIES "BABYLON 5"

First Time Interactive Computer Program Used To Launch A Television Series

(Burbank, CA-January 11, 1994)--Warner Bros. will be the first company ever
to market a television series using self-running interactive computer
programming. Warner Bros.  has developed a computerized interactive
information kit to help promote the series debut of the science-fiction
adventure "Babylon 5", which premieres Wednesday, January 26 on Warner
Bros. Domestic Television Distribution's Prime Time Entertainment Network
(PTEN).

Another first comes from the fact that the programs will be distributed
directly into homes electronically via such computer networks as
CompuServe, America On-Line and Genie.  Subscribers simply access the
program using their computer and modem.  In addition, the program will be
distributed by stations that air "Babylon 5" to local user groups and
science-fiction clubs.  The "Babylon 5" interactive program is available in
both Windows and Macintosh formats.

The interactive kit contains moving video and sound from the series, a full
interactive view of the interior of the Babylon 5 spaceship, program
synopsis, character descriptions, biographies of the stars, color photos
and production credits.

Jim Moloshok, Senior Vice President, Warner Bros. Corporate Marketing &
Advertising Services, said "the computer program is a unique way to reach a
highly targeted science-fiction audience."  "In today's aggressive
television environment, with more and more alternatives competing for
viewers every day, the toughest marketing job is winning the consumer's
attention," added Moloshok.  "With highly targeted interactive promotion,
not only do you actively attract the interest of potential viewers, you
also create an enjoyable reason for them to increase the time they will
commit to learn about your new product."

In addition, Warner Bros.' cutting edge marketing for the show will also
include a series of "digital trading cards" featuring digitized visuals
from the series.  Cards will be posted on a number of computer bulletin
boards prior to the series' premiere and then two new cards will be
uploaded on a weekly basis to coincide with each episode.  The digital
computerized trading cards, similar to baseball cards, will be numbered and
contain full color photographs, character information and episodic
synopsis.  The cards will remain posted on the network for a limited time
and available for digital trading among subscribers who will send cards to
each other via these computer networks.

Moloshok estimated that between 90-100 cards will be available by the end
of the first season of "Babylon 5".

The interactive information kit and digital trading cards were developed
under the direction of Warner Bros. Corporate Marketing and Advertising
Services by Doglight Studios in Los Angeles.

Availability of Electronic Babylon 5 Materials

If you aren't on any of the online commercial services, where can you find
the mentioned files and programs?  One source is the Babylon 5 FTP sites
available via INTERNET.  The main site for the Babylon 5 archives is
ftp.hyperion.com.  It contains many digitized pictures, sound files, text
file archives and other information on Babylon 5.  A recent addition to
Babylon 5 ftp access is ftp.uml.edu which duplicates (or "mirrors") the
hyperion site.  To access either of these via ftp, connect up via ftp using
the name "anonymous" and then enter in your email address when it asks for
your password.  On hyperion, the Babylon 5 files are in /pub/Babylon-5 and
on ftp.uml.edu the Babylon 5 files are in /Babylon-5.  The uml site
currently has a faster network connection and will take less time to
transfer files.  Please try to use both site in non-business hours so they
don't get bogged down and keep people from working.

Some of the first B5 trading cards are already available on both sites and
the demo program should be available as soon as it is released.

Satellite Press Conference in the Works

A satellite Press conference with J. Michael Straczynski and one or two
Babylon 5 cast members is tentatively planned for the week of the series
premier.  Keep an eye out for details as they become available.

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 03:26:11 GMT
From: chrisco@mbs.telesys.utexas.edu (Chris Cooley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Financial Post Review of B5

techy@iastate.edu quotes a Financial Post article (in part):
> That's right, space fans: in a blindingly obvious attempt to cash in on
>the Star Trek syndie phenomenon, Warner has combined half the characters
>from Star Trek and most of the plot devices of Deep Space Nine.

Fans,

This reminds me of some reviews of "Star Wars" (episode IV) when it first
came out.  You know, complaints of unknown (and maybe talentless) actors,
the tired story, and most memorable to me, that it was a "blatant rip-off"
of Star Trek.

I can't take what this unknown (to me) columnist believes as anything more
than words thrown together to meet a deadline.  I'll be starting my
adventure soon (tomorrow at 2pm EST!!) and I can't wait!  Furthermore, I
know already that I won't be able to decide how "good" or "bad" Babylon 5
is come tomorrow evening.  Just as a reviewer of a book shouldn't judge a
novel by its first chapter, neither will I.

But I will say, as is common in this network world, "Thanks in advance,"
Mr.  Straczynski.

Chris Cooley
Microcomputer Technologies
Computation Center
University of Texas at Austin
chrisco@bongo.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 23:42:54 GMT
From: umcho000@cc.umanitoba.ca (Connie Cho)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Financial Post Review of B5

I rather liked the pilot when I saw it, but I have to agree with the
reviewer about some aliens looking like Curly. I absolutely detest the guy
dressed like some Napoleon with the Bozo haircut who talks like some
displaced vampire. He is awful!

I keep seeing ads for B5 on the SciFi Channel. Is it common practice for
such advertising, especially since the ads make no mention whatsoever about
time or date? I found it very misleading at first, thinking that they were
promoting it for the SciFi Ch., but it won't be shown there, will it?

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 23:41:57 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Universe Today Babylon 5 Edition (B5 News and Info)

A few quick news notes (and then off to watch a tape of the sat feed!)

B5 in TV Guide - This week's TV Guide has the expected bad review from Jef
Jarvis.  The sci-fi column has an interview with Bill Mumy.  There is also
a two page B5 ad inside the front cover.

B5 Ads elsewhere - Full page ads have been spotted in Entertainment Weekly
and Sports Illustrated.  No articles or other mentiones in E.W., though.

TV Entertainment News reports - No advance word so far on any Babylon 5
reports on the various Entertainment news shows.  Best bet is just to tape
them and see what you get since by the time a post mentioning it appears it
may be too late to catch it.  Likely shows to have something in the next
week are Entertainment Tonight, CNN's Showbiz Today, E! News Daily and the
Sci-Fi Channel's Sci-Fi Buzz.

L.A. Quake - The Babylon 5 studios suffered only minor damage and
production on the show missed one day.

Electronic Press Kit - The Windows electronic press kit is now avaialble at
both ftp sites (ftp.uml.edu and ftp.hyperion.com).  The Mac version has not
yet been uploaded by Jim Moloshok of Warners anywhere.  Copies of the
program have been mailed to local stations so you may want check with them.

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 06:06:25 GMT
From: danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Financial Post Review of B5

umcho000@cc.umanitoba.ca (Connie Cho) writes:
>I rather liked the pilot when I saw it, but I have to agree with the
>reviewer about some aliens looking like Curly. I absolutely detest the guy
>dressed like some Napoleon with the Bozo haircut who talks like some
>displaced vampire. He is awful!

I've _never_ seen more than a few seconds of the 3 stooges, so that's not a
problem for me.  Actually, his strange looks are actually kind of fun, and
it helps define the character, as comic and tragic. There will be some
interesting things with him in store for us, it appears.

Peter Jurassik described Londo as being "part Bozo the Clown, part Patti
LaBelle's Motown 25th Anniversary Reunion" !!!!

>I keep seeing ads for B5 on the SciFi Channel. Is it common practice for
>such advertising, especially since the ads make no mention whatsoever
>about time or date? I found it very misleading at first, thinking that
>they were promoting it for the SciFi Ch., but it won't be shown there,
>will it?

It seems to be endemic to shows on the syndicated networks like Paramount
(Trek, Untouchables, etc.), PTEN (B5, Time Trax, Kung Fu), and Action Pak
(TekWar and more).  Local affiliates may or may not carry them all at the
same time, as the network (NBC, Fox, etc.) affiliates do.

But agreed....they at least should say "Check local listings for time and
channel" or some such...)

(BTW, Babylon 5 will be on Wednesdays at 8 in _most_ markets.

Dan Wood
danwood@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 04:25:35 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Comments on Reviews, Ratings and the future of Babylon 5

The first episode of Babylon 5 has now been seen by quite a few people and
millions more will see it over the next week.  As expected, most of the
national reviews have been negative, VERY negative.  This has got a lot of
people worried that this may cause Babylon 5 to fail.  It won't.  As JMS
has pointed out, a lot of popular shows were trashed by the critics when it
started, Star Trek in particular.  Most of the critics appeared to pay as
much attention to the show and the accompanying press material as they
would to an unwanted relative that showed up on their doorstep.

One thing working in Babylon 5's favor is that it is part of a syndicated
network and is guaranteed a full 22 episodes for the first season, 75% of
which have already been filmed.  The other PTEN shows, Kung Fu: The Legend
Continues and Time Trax were both renewed for second seasons with ratings
that would get them kicked off the major networks within a month.
Syndicated ratings are comparable to the network ratings reported in the
national press each week, but a rating of 11 is very good for a syndicated
series (ST:TNG generally gets around a 12 to 13 for new episodes and 9 to
10 for a repeat episode with ST:DS9 averaging about 3 ratings points below
TNG) and even a 4.0 rating will be considered a success (which is what Time
Trax, Highlander and others generally get with Kung Fu a point or more
higher).  The Babylon 5 pilot movie got a national rating of around 10.0
which was outstanding.  I think the series will hit the ground with at
least an 8 for the opening episode and won't drop much below a six.  In
most major cities, the show has a very good prime time slot, better than
TNG or DS9 usually has (the ratings really drop off in the last hour of
Prime time where B5 is usually at the start of prime time).  I wouldn't be
surprised if B5 catches up to DS9 since the ratings will improve as time
goes by, not drop off.

There's going to be people who don't like the show, some of whom will be
very vocal about it.  There will be people who love the show and be very
vocal about it.  And there will be people who watch and enjoy the show
quietly.  Their numbers will add up week after week.

For the future of Babylon 5?  All the stations currently airing it in late
night slots will move it to better time slots when they see the ratings
other stations are getting with it.  Once all the hoopla over the TNG
finale dies down, Babylon 5 will get some positive press as a show TNG fans
are watching when TNG is gone.  Paramount, being embarrassed by B5
overtaking DS9 will probably insist on more "stunt" episodes (big name
guest stars or TNG cast appearances) for the fall season.  And in a year
from now, we'll all be speculating on how the B5 season finale will affect
the new season and whether ST:Voyager will be able to usurp B5.

I guess I'm ready to turn the soapbox over to someone else now...

Next?

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 08:28:22 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Comments on Reviews, Ratings and the future of Babylon 5

leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside) writes:
>The first episode of Babylon 5 has now been seen by quite a few people and
>millions more will see it over the next week.  As expected, most of the
>national reviews have been negative, VERY negative.

Having SEEN the first episode, it seems to me that those so-called
"reviewers" must have never really watched the show... or for some reason
had already made their minds up beforehand.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 23:45:01 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Cleveland Plain Dealer review of BABYLON 5

For those who have been complaining about the negative reviews of the
BABYLON 5 series premiere (which we here in Cleveland will see tomorrow),
the review by TV critic Tom Feran in the Plain Dealer today was basically
favorable (though the show played second fiddle in the column to the
cartoon show "The Critic").  Feran starts off by noting that B5 "looks at
first glance like a blatant ripoff of STAR TREK: DEEP SPACE NINE", but then
goes on to cite J.M. Straczynski's claims of having originated the idea
first and submitted it to Paramount.  "Straczynski and Warner Bros. rule
out legal action, figuring the TV universe is big enough for two
space-station shows, as it once was big enough for literally dozens of
westerns.  They might be right, since theirs could be just the show for
sci-fi fans who have branded its rival 'Deep Sleep Nine'.  Emphasizing
action more than character, (B5) is a show that's simply grittier, more
exuberantly freewheeling, and more fun."  Feran goes on to say "especially
fun are the aliens," including Andreas Katsulas and Peter Tomasik, and
notes Straczynski's "five-year plan" for the series.

(Personally, this is Bill Henley speaking, not Tom Feran, I'm a Star Trek
fan from way back and like DS9, though it has its weak spots, so
unfavorably comparing B5 to the various incarnations of Trek gets my back
up.  HOWEVER, I have always maintained that Trek is not the only good way
to do a science fiction TV show, and I'm looking forward to B5 which I hope
will be good in a different way from Trek.)

Bill Henley

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:
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Date: 26 Jan 94 02:19:24 GMT
From: sethb@panix.com (Seth Breidbart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Foundation Series Question

Gavin S. Patton <mirth@MCS.COM> wrote:
>Okay, hopefully someone out there can solve this question for me:
>
>Was there EVER a printing of the original Foundation Trilogy as a 6-book
>set?

Not that I, or The Whole Science Fiction Database Quarterly, has ever heard
of.

However, the first book was also published in an abridged form, and the
second had two different titles at various times.

Seth

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 05:08:37 GMT
From: vluong@eis.calstate.edu (Vince Luong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Asprin

Speaking of authors who can't seem to write the next book, can ANYONE tell
me what is happening with Robert Asprin's M.Y.T.H. books?  I mean, come
on!!  Each of those books are a puny 150-200 pages, large print, and the
plots aren't exactly shake-the-world Robert Jordan or Robert Heinlein type
of stuff!  Is he dead?  That would seem the only plausible explanation for
a man who hasn't written anything new for years.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 22:56:05 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robert Asprin

   As for Asprin, I have heard that he has been having personal
difficulties going through a divorce and should be getting back to writing
RSN.

Gregg  Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 16:16:25 GMT
From: michael@aqm.com (Michael Bringmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Asprin

_Sweet_Myth-tery_of_Life_ is listed as forthcoming for the end of January
1994 / beginning of February 1994.  It is supposed to be a trade paperback
from Schiffer (distributers for Donning/Starblaze).

Michael W. Bringmann
QMS Incorporated
(205)633-4300 x1765
Mobile, AL, 36688, USA
michael@rd.aqm.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 15:01:14 GMT
From: G.L.Eden@newcastle.ac.uk (G.L. Eden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Against a Dark Background

>>...there are several very suspicious circumstances which might lead
>>one to believe that, perhaps, the Culture is lurking in the background
>>anyway.

[Tons of stuff deleted] 

mst@vexpert.dbai.tuwien.ac.at (Markus Stumptner) writes:

> Right.  I think both views can be argued for, but this one is the more
> convincing one.  I would surmise that the parallels between the Culture
> novels and this one more express his general outlook and kind of humor
> than any intended causal connections.
> 
> Given that the mood and plausibility of the background <sic> of the book
> is highly dependent on the isolated state of the system, I'd say the
> Culture was not intended to be in this picture.

AADB is not supposed to be connected with the Culture in any way. Banks
wrote AADB in the late '70s just after _Use of Weapons_ his first Culture
novel. He left AADB laying around for the odd decade before finally
publishing it after a minor rewrite.

The whole point of the novel (apart from providing lots of entertaining
whizz-bangs, NB. Quote - me: "It's basically a big guns novel, a bit like
Consider Phlebas?" Iain: "Yeah, pretty much so.") is that the Golteran
system *is* totally isolated. In a way it's a study of the effect of
isolation on a society.

There are numerous symptoms in evidence, but the one which I think is most
interesting is the wierd and wonderful (non)government which has built up
like a stalagmite, drip by drip over the ages.

Age is all important. I can't think of a specific quote, but there are
loads of neat throw away references to the age of things, buildings built
on buildings, ad infinitum.

I just loved the cover BTW. It summed up the whole novel for me, Sharrow
(presumably) looking in on a room full of ancient machinery, (I think it
was a scene from Nachtals Ghost). I just can't help but wonder what she
thinking.

Greg Eden
Physics Department
Herschel Building
University of Newcastle
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7RU, England
g.l.eden@ncl.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 19:35:00 GMT
From: tyrus@dragon.hna.com.au (Brother Tyrus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barker: G&SS/Everville

EAOBRIEN@vax1.tcd.ie writes:
>I thought _Great and Secret Show_ was the best of Barker's novels..  every
>few months I post something relating to it and get lots of negative posts.
>It's been a while since I read it, but the appeal is similar to _Imajica_
>in that I enjoy books where the apparent conflict at the beginning turns
>out not to be the real major conflict after all.. _G&SS_ scores over
>_Imajica_ in having a more consistently well-drawn setting..

I agree completely about it being more consistently drawn than _Imajica_,
though I enjoyed this immensely also.

>G&SS_ is one of those books like King and Straub's _The Talisman_ or Iain
>Banks' _The Wasp Factory_ that most people either give up in the first
>hundred pages or get really heavily into, in my experience..

Exactly.  I have recommended _G&SS_ to many people, and from feedback they
either absolutely love it, or cant get into it and hate it.

>The good news is that the long-delayed _second_ Book of the Art,
>_Everville_ is scheduled for release this June..

Brilliant!  I had given up on there ever being more Books of the Art.  My
brother will be especially pleased, _G&SS_ is his bible :)

tyrus@dragon.hna.com.au

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 20:19:25 GMT
From: drysda02@ursa.calvin.edu (David Rysdam)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clive Barker : The Great and Secret Show

>How many people have read this book, the previous book _Weaveworld_ and
>the next one _Imajica_?  althoughnot a trilogy, all 3 books have a similar
>feel.  _The great and secret show_ is, IMHO, one ofthe best books ever
>written, brilliantly combining SF with Fantasy, horror and mysticism.

>Anybody else read it?  I'd like some other people's opinions, plus on
>other Clive Barker material which does not necessarily fall under the
>'horror' category.

Yeah, I read it.  And _Ww_, I think.  After reading the first couple of CB
works, I thought he was the greatest thing since sliced bread.  Then I read
a couple more and realized that the man has written only one book.  Over
and over again.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 22:21:28 GMT
From: cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _A Million Open Doors_ by John Barnes

   I'm a bit bemused by the critical acclaim that John Barnes has received
from _A Million Open Doors_.  The two worlds he creates are caricatures,
almost silly, and very hard to take seriously. I assume the point of the
book is to tout the virtues of a free and open soicety but Barnes' effort
really doesn't drive that point, or any other home.

   The structure of the book is similar to Ursula Le Guin's _The
Dispossessed_, which is a much superior work.  The contrast between the two
societies in Barnes is shallow in comparison.

   I did like some aspects of the book.  Giraut was a well crafted
protagonist and the supporting characters are also well drawn.  Too bad we
couldn't see these characters in a more fulfilling piece of work.

Doug Baker
cbaker@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 13:24:35 GMT
From: sheilah@wam.umd.edu (Sheila Herndon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _A Million Open Doors_ by John Barnes

I enjoy the prospect of finding a new author to read, but John Barnes
certainly wasn't it. I didn't even enjoy the characterization.

Was this meant to be a young adult book?

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 15:57:28 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _A Million Open Doors_ by John Barnes

C. Douglas Baker writes:
>I'm a bit bemused by the critical acclaim that John Barnes has received
>from _A Million Open Doors_.

I haven't seen any such acclaim but I found the book painfully shallow.
The idea that planetary, technologically sophisticated cultures could be as
narrow and stupid as Barnes portrays them is just laughable.  Barnes
clearly realises this, because the novel portrays a period of a couple of
years in which both cultures are more or less completely demolished by a
weight of political and social pressure roughly equal to a wet feather.

Yes, _A Million Open Doors_ is a delightful piece of whimsy, a sort of
'what if totalitarian governments could be pushed over without really any
effort at all?'.  But a serious novel?  Never.

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 18:41:45 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _A Million Open Doors_ by John Barnes

cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker):
>The two worlds he creates are caricatures, almost silly, and very hard to
>take seriously. I assume the point of the book is to tout the virtues of a
>free and open soicety...

Why would you assume that?  It's not as if he tries to portray one.

>Giraut was a well crafted protagonist and the supporting characters are
>also well drawn.

Bingo!  So let's give the author the benefit of the doubt, and assume that
the book is about the people and only secondarily about the worlds.  If you
look at the book from that perspective, the warmth of the reviews it's
gotten will make more sense than if you try to judge it as the political
tract it isn't.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 18:04:24 GMT
From: cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _A Million Open Doors_ by John Barnes

Dani Zweig <dani@netcom.com> wrote:
>cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker):
>>Giraut was a well crafted protagonist and the supporting characters are
>>also well drawn.
>
>Bingo!  So let's give the author the benefit of the doubt, and assume that
>the book is about the people and only secondarily about the worlds.  If
>you look at the book from that perspective, the warmth of the reviews it's
>gotten will make more sense than if you try to judge it as the political
>tract it isn't.

   Even with the good characterization the book just was not that well
crafted.  Are you trying to say that interesting characters in ridiculous
settings makes for a good novel?  I don't think so.

Doug Baker
cbaker@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 17:45:45 GMT
From: cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _A Million Open Doors_ by John Barnes

Sheila Herndon <sheilah@wam.umd.edu> wrote:
>Was this meant to be a young adult book?

I may be wrong but I don't think _A Million Open Doors_ was meant to a
"young adult" book.  The sexual aspects of the book are "adult" oriented.

_Orbital Resonance_ on the other hand is a "young adult" or juvenile book
and much more entertaining IMO.  _OR_ also has some clear themes that are,
more or less, well explored.

Doug Baker
cbaker@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 03:41:39 GMT
From: jlr@world.std.com (John L Redford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _A Million Open Doors_ by John Barnes

cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker) writes:
>Even with the good characterization the book just was not that well
>crafted.  Are you trying to say that interesting characters in ridiculous
>settings makes for a good novel?  I don't think so.

Well, one person's caricatured and cliched setting is another's satire.  I
rather liked the culture based on romance and troubadour-hood, and wouldn't
mind a vacation there, so long as tourists are exempt from the code duello.
The culture based on capitalist Calvinism seemed a little more strained,
but I think it was mainly there for contrast.

As for the improbability of knocking over totalitarian regimes so 'easily',
the history of the last five years has shown that it can be done.  The
parallels to the Soviet Union are pretty close: disruption from outside
cultural contact, a leader secretly on the side of reformers, a failed
counter-coup.  If anything, Barnes went a little too far that way.

I thought that one of the nice things about the book was how Barnes showed
the ups and downs of cultural diversity.  The over-culture of the Galactics
is not all that attractive, or at least their sexual preferences aren't.
In fact, all of the cultures shown have good and bad points.  Diversity was
important, though, all by itself.  No one knew what might be needed when
humanity finally met aliens.  No one in the US thought that mathematics or
a knowledge of Navajo would make a difference in fighting the Japanese, but
they did.

John Redford
jlr@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 02:54:11 GMT
From: tsirbasc@ere.umontreal.ca (Tsirbas Christos)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ray Bradbury--The man is not dead!

Earlier this week I posted regarding a statement from a bookstore clerk
that Ray Bradbury had died.  I doubted the validity of the statement so I
decided to post in this newsgroup asking whether anybody else had heard
anything.  I also did a bit of net surfing to see if I could uncover any
facts.  After a bit of research, and mail from a couple of people who have
dealt directly with the man, or have acquaintances who are in contact with
him, I am happy to report that the man is quite alive, and apparently in
very good health.

If anybody took my query as truth, or as an attempt to start a vicious
rumour, please accept my apologies.  My only intention was to verify a
statement, made to me independently by two misinformed individuals.

Chris Tsibas
Department of Philosophy
University of Montreal

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 20:07:36 GMT
From: jhildebr@nyx10.cs.du.edu (Jeff Hildebrand)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Pat Cadigan?

Well on a trip to the local Border's recently I found a copy of Pat
Cadigan's latest short story collection (quick review, buy it, it's very
good) and noticed in the About the Author blurb that she has a new novel
coming out "in early 1994" from Tor Books. I looked at the latest Locus
list but they don't seem to list it. Anyone know a publishing date and
whether it's going to be in harback or paperback?  (This looks suspiciously
like a question for a certain senior editor. :)

Jeff Hildebrand
hildebra@math.wisc.edu

------------------------------

From: RYDEEN.PAUL@forum.va.gov
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Palm Tree Garden
Date: 20 Jan 94 11:50 EST

VALIS Contactees Wanted: Announcing The Palm Tree Garden, a book-length
anthology from the publishers of Crash Collusion that will feature the most
outrageous speculations concerning Philip K. Dick's perception of reality.
PTG is to be an open forum covering all possible viewpoints.  Emphasis will
be on symbolic and esoteric interpretations.  Parallels may be found
anywhere, if one but looks.  We are not looking so much for answers, but
for possible leads out of the maze "of death".  One possibility is this:
Certain individuals may have actually undertaken attempts to contact VALIS,
or may have been contacted spontaneously by same.  Alternately, they may
have had information beamed into their heads by renegade Rosicrucians, or
disgruntled Soviet scientists playing around with psychotronics.  Have you
ever caught a glimpse beyond the Black Iron Prison, leaving you with the
knowledge of How Things Really Are?  If so, we'd like to hear about it.
All submissions will be acknowledged.  We are also looking for artistic
interpretations: fictional, poetic, visual, etc..  Write Paul Rydeen, P.O.
Box 250147, Montgomery, AL 36125-0147 for more information, or send e-mail
to rydeen.paul@forum.va.gov.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 16:54:44 GMT
From: mathieu@embl-heidelberg.de
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Rats and Gargoyles

   Has anyone read some books from Mary Gentle?
   The reason I'm asking is that I read "Rats and Gargoyles"... I found
that book boring, confusing, difficult to read (I read English almost as
fluently as French, so "foreign language" is not an explanation). Now, I
have seen other books from her. They look interesting, and in fact I was
almost going to buy one of them before noticing the author... So, is "Rats
and Gargoyles" a typical book of this author, or just an accident? Or
maybe a trial to write something in the "Renaissance" style?

   Any comments and information are welcome.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 03:11:48 GMT
From: ssaunder@fox.nstn.ns.ca ("Steve Saunders")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BOOK REVIEW - MORGAN LLYWLELYN "DRUIDS"

I had never heard of Morgan Llywelyn before finding the paperback book
"Druids" (pub 1991) in the local bookstores a few months ago. The story
takes place when Rome was taking over Gaul at the time of Julius Caesar.
The central character is a druid and it concerns his life from when he is a
young orphan in his tribe through his rise to the chief druid of the Gauls
and finally to the end when Rome has conquered Gaul. It was a really moving
story and well written.

According to the inside front cover, this author has written other books
including: "The Wind from Hastings", "Lion of Ireland", "The Horse
Goddess", "Bard", "Grania" and "Red Branch".

I have never seen these other books, although since reading Druids I have
checked regularly in the book stores.

Has anyone else read any of these? And if so were they good? Are there any
other books by this author?

Steve Saunders & Beverley Richardson
RR1, Blockhouse, Nova Scotia B0J 1E0   Canada
ssaunder@fox.nstn.ns.ca

------------------------------
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Date: 28 Jan 94 12:45:58 GMT
From: jaf2@ra.msstate.edu (John A. Ferretti)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gregory Benford

I am looking for any info on Benford's books,_In the Ocean of Night_,
_Across the Sea of Suns_, _Great Sky River_, _Tides of Light_.

_Tides of Light_ left a lot of loose ends, and I was wondering if there was
a book after it?

Any info would be appreciated.

Thanks.

John
jaf2@ra.msstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 17:55:16 GMT
From: DARIN@comsys.byu.edu ("Darin L. Stewart")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE:Card - Homecoming series

> _Homecoming_ series is a science fiction retelling of some (or all) of
> the stories in the Book of Mormon. It was similar enough to the originals
> for a number of other practicing Mormons to sharply critisize Card for
> trivializing the religous texts.  When this discussion spilled over into
> the Card bulletin board on Prodigy, he responded with a long, eloquent
> defense of his use of the material.

As a practicing Mormon, I would like to say that I (and most of my
friends/associates BTW) were not in the least offended by Cards retelling
of the Book of Mormon stories.  Card did not present them as scripture or
doctrine but as stories.  This may give exposure to some aspects of the
Mormon Faith that many would not have otherwise not come in contact with.

I will say that the first book followed the Book of Mormon (1 Nephi) so
closely that I new exactly what would happen next almost to the point of
knowing the dialogs before reading them.  I haven't read the second and
third books yet but I am curious to see if this trend continues throughout
the series.

Darin L. Stewart
Telecommunications Systems
Brigham Young University  
(801) 378-7838            
darin@comsys.byu.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 04:21:26 GMT
From: kasprj@isaac.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Tales of Alvin Maker

joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater) writes:
> _Ender's Game_ was complete in itself, but the Alvin series is not.
> Failing to conclude a series is breaking faith with all the people who
> purchased the earlier books, and is a despicable thing to do.
 
 The thing is, even if Card agrees with this, it's not bothering him very
much. Even if his fans are angry with him for not finishing the Alvin Maker
series, they'll still snap up his other books like hotcakes. He's not
losing any sales by leaving the Alvin books unfinished for now. Also, I may
be misremembering this, but I think Card contracted for the Alvin Maker
series before he really became a hot property, so he doesn't make as much
from them as he does from his new works. If that's the case, it makes
economic sense for him to blow them off while he writes more lucrative
books.
 
 Still, I'm just as anxious to see the next Alvin book as anyone; I'm more
looking forward to that than anything else Card could possibly come up
with.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI
Troy, NY, USA
kasprj@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 18:21:30 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Tales of Alvin Maker

kasprj@isaac.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
>I may be misremembering this, but I think Card contracted for the Alvin
>Maker series before he really became a hot property, so he doesn't make as
>much from them as he does from his new works. If that's the case, it makes
>economic sense for him to blow them off while he writes more lucrative
>books.

It would be pretty crass for me to discuss Scott's contracts on Usenet, but
let it be noted that this isn't an issue.  In fact I've had some occasion
to discuss Alvin with Scott, and I gather the holdup is a matter of Scott
needing the time to work out certain aspects of the story to his own
satisfaction.

Amazingly enough, sometimes writing books takes longer than you expected it
to.  Scott gets in trouble with his fans because, when he gets stuck on one
series, he just goes and /s/t/a/r/t/s/ /t/h/r/e/e/ /m/o/r/e/ writes a
different book.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 23:08:52 GMT
From: 97jrr@williams.edu (Aubergine Morte)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Tales of Alvin Maker

As far as I'm concerned, authors can take their own sweet time to write a
book as long as it's good. (Not that I'm not getting a bit impatient too,
but I've found that the authors who spend more time with books write better
ones...) I doubt Card will disappoint even if he does take a while.

Julie

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 16:35:53 GMT
From: kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alvin Maker: enough whining!

Would all you people rabbiting on about Card's contempt for, betrayal of,
and/or dastardly plot to hunt down and kill every member of his readership
ask yourselves a question? Very simply: would I rather read books by
someone who writes to a marketing schedule, or ones written as and when
their author feels capable of doing the subject matter justice? It should
be admirable, not cause for complaint, that Card is writing his books in
his own time. It tells you he cares enough to want to do them well.
Especially the Alvin Maker series - I mean come on, this is a fantasy
re-casting of the life of Joseph Smith! Would you expect a Mormon writer to
give it less than his best?

If you care so much about promptness, there's this guy called Eddings...

Justine

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 22:36:15 GMT
From: VONKROP@indy.navy.mil (PAM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: O. Scott Card ever appear in public?

Gosh, I had no idea Card was so popular.  I've liked him ever since I read
"Songmaster" in one of those "Best of" compilations.

I was wondering, does Card ever make any public appearances (book signings,
etc.)?  I really would like to talk to him, not to discuss his writings at
length or anything, just to say hi and get an autograph.  Has he done any
book signings in the past?

Just wondering.

Pam Von Krosigk
Naval Air Warfare Center
Indianapols

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 19:43:00 GMT
From: denby.liu@almac.co.uk (Denby Liu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card: Tales of Alvin

I didn't even realise there WAS supposed to be another book, the third book
in the series seemed like an okayish ending, although I would have liked
more details of the Crystal City place, whatever.

You know, when I first read Seventh Son, the story touched me like very few
books have done.  I the entire story was just crafted _beautifully_.
Reading the next two books was like getting a slap in the face.  They
seemed liked someone totally different had written them, even the
characters weren't consistent with the first book.

Xenocide was also a real disappointment, THAT book seemed to have forgotten
the previous books' details.

His Maps In The Mirror anthology is amazing.  Some of those stories make my
skin creep.  He out horrors most horror novelists.  That Freeway Games
story was just sick!!  Anyone who likes a good horror story should really
check that section of the anthology out.

denby.liu@almac.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 20:27:49 GMT
From: ahrvid@linnea-grind.stacken.kth.se (Ahrvid Engholm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edmond Hamilton fans?

geitner@alexia.lis.uiuc.edu (Lorin Geitner) writes:
>I haven't read the Starwolf series, but I have read a number of the
>"Captain Future" books.....they were kind of a science fiction answer to
>the Shadow and Doc Savage, in the 30s and 40s.  Pretty crude writing and
>characterization, but fast moving plots.  In short, they are good,
>escapist trash which I thoroughly recommend for that purpose.  They are
>now out of print, but you can still frequently find them in used books
>stores.  Does anyone else out there remember the Captain Future series,
>and if so, what did you think of it?

   Captain Future used to be very popular in Sweden in the 40's, under the
name "Kapten Frank". ("Future" doesn't translate so well into Swedish.
"Frank" means approximately the same as in English, to be frank.)
  During the war whe had a weekly science fiction and adventure magazine
here, called Jules Verne Magasinet/Vheckans Aventyr.
  Almost all the Captain Future stories until 1947 where serialized there.
They where very popular among the readers. Many years after the magazine
folded a group of fans in Stockholm started a Captain Future Society, and
published a fanzine about him. They were quite serious about him, and had
lots of articles on various aspects of this guy.
  A few of the members of this society even published a Captain Future
novel from their own publishing house, in 1980.
  I happened to read the stories since I once decided to read all of the sf
in this old 40's magazine... About the quality of the magazine, it is
enough to say that Hamilton's Captain Future stories were the best stories
there.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 14:55:31 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edmond Hamilton fans?

geitner@alexia.lis.uiuc.edu (Lorin Geitner) writes:
>Does anyone else out there remember the Captain Future series, and if so,
>what did you think of it?

Well, at the time it was being published, I thought it was the greatest
thing in the world; of course, I was more impressionable then.  I seem to
recall Emsh, or perhaps Cartier, illustrations that were utterly fabulous
work by the standards of the time.  All I remember is the crew of
sidekicks... an android, a robot, and a brain in a box, who seemed to be
modelled on Doc Savage's little crew.  Wasn't there a beautiful female
cousin, as well?

I notice I can't bear to read any of them today...
 
The closest "modern" equivalent is Perry Rhodan, long may he pulp; I've
actually been able to read a few of those all the way through.

About 38.4 zillion of the P.R. short novels have been translated into
English, and I understand they're still grinding out new ones in Germany.

I'd hate to think how much total wordage is in print on Perry Rhodan.
(There's also a twenty-year-old European movie that I see occasionally on
UHF stations in the middle of the night that seems to be derived from the
first couple of P.R. novels... interesting from a historical perspective.
I've been told there are P.R. TV shows, comic books, and movies, plural.)

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 14:21:00 GMT
From: denby.liu@almac.co.uk (Denby Liu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stephan Lawhead?

How about Empyrion?  I found this book to be unusual, enjoyable although
the basis for the story seemed a bit contrived.  Sending two corporate
employees through a worm hole?  I still don't understand the point of the
company doing this to the two characters, anyone want to clue me in?  It's
a looong time since I read this book, so I'm a little fuzzy on what I do
remember.

denby.liu@almac.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 12:11:51 GMT
From: K.Haigh-Hutchinson@bradford.ac.uk (K.HAIGH-HUTCHINSON)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephan Lawhead?

Denby Liu (denby.liu@almac.co.uk) wrote:
>How about Empyrion?  I found this book to be unusual, enjoyable although
>the basis for the story seemed a bit contrived.  Sending two corporate
>employees through a worm hole?  I still don't understand the point of the
>company doing this to the two characters, anyone want to clue me in?  It's
>a looong time since I read this book, so I'm a little fuzzy on what I do
>remember.

Cybernetics did not just send two employees through the wormhole. They
founded the original colony.

I understood our hero was supposed to find out what happened to the colony,
write its history and return. Cybernetics did not know it would be a
one-way trip, they did not know what had happened to the colonists. There
seems to be a time effect in going through the wormhole that Cybernetics
did not know about. And they had no idea that from the viewpoint of the
colonists the technology that brought them there was 'lost in antiquity'.

Kathy

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 14:57:59 GMT
From: spsun5!kt@aluxpo.att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephan Lawhead?

I didn't like Stephen Lawhead's Albion series, his previous series. Can't
remember the previous titles, but the main character was QUENTIN I think.
Reason why I didn't like his books is that they're so predictable. In the
first series QUENTIN befriends druid-like people; well maybe not druids but
people who believed in the ONE-GOD and all that. QUENTIN always wins at the
end of each book through something mystical (his flaming sword is
reminiscent of Belgarion's Sword in Edding's books). In the second series,
ALBION, the same thing happens.  The hero, don't want to remember his name,
ends up in ancient Briton, gets befriended by druids/mystics. The head
druid dies and the stones ring. He kills the head ogre with a singing
stone. Lawhead just rehashes the same themes in his books.

Kenneth

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 13:50:25 GMT
From: jlpicard@wixer.bga.com (Craig Becker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George R. R. Martin

Susan Eisenhour (cfsje@news.cts.eiu.edu) wrote:
> Read these?
> Done in 80s, I think:
> Armageddon Rag - which I couldn't stop reading and ended staying up all
> night to finish, 
> Fevre Dream - vampires on a Mississippi riverboat.

Yes, read them both.  I don't know, they weren't bad, but I think Martin is
at his best in the short story domain. YMMV, of course.

Speaking of GRRM, I've heard some (very insubstantial) rumors that there's
another Haviland Tuf book in the offing. Can anyone confirm/deny?

Craig Becker
Austin, TX USA
jlpicard@wixer.bga.com
jlpicard@austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 03:28:42 GMT
From: Mark.Stackpole@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Mark Stackpole)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George R. R. Martin

   Remembering my GEnie days, George RR spent the '80s working on _Twilight
Zone_, _Beauty & the Beast_, and attemping to sell a series to ABC called
_Doorways_. Besides the _Wild Cards_ series, I think his most recent
fiction was collected in _Portraits of his Children_.
   I too remember with fondness the "Avalon" stories (for lack of a better
term) of the '70s. Too bad no more are coming.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 04:56:33 GMT
From: cfsje@ux1.cts.eiu.edu (Susan Eisenhour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George R. R. Martin

The "Avalon" stories were mentioned. Are they collected anywhere? Could
someone give the titles, or at least some of them? If not in a collection,
any clues to finding?  Thanks.

Susan Eisenhour
cfsje@ux1.cts.eiu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 07:48:55 GMT
From: ideaman@leland.stanford.edu (Damon Silver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George R. R. Martin

Susan Eisenhour <cfsje@news.cts.eiu.edu> wrote:
>The "Avalon" stories were mentioned. Are they collected anywhere? Could
>someone give the titles, or at least some of them? If not in a collection,
>any clues to finding?  Thanks.

So glad you asked. =)

Since I'm the one who started this thread originally, I figure I could at
least offer some helpful hints.  Keep in mind, Martin's universe never
really gives a specific history or a specific layout of things.  Names and
events sort of trickle down through rumor and word of mouth and legend.

The collections below may have overlaps.

"Sandkings" - seven stories.  Off the top of my head, The Way of Cross and
Dragon, Bitterblooms, In the House of the Worm, Fastfriend (one word?), The
Stone City, Starlady, Sandkings.

"A Song for Lya" - collected stories

"Tuf Voyaging" - seven stories about Haviland Tuf, some of which mention
associations with so-called "Avalon" stories.

"With Morning Comes Mistfall" - collected stories

"Dying of the Light" - full length novel set on Worlorn, a dying world

"Portraits of His Children" - collected stuff.  Hmm, this may not have more
than one "Avalon" story, but it's still worth the read.

"Songs of Stars and Shadow" (maybe, maybe...not sure on this one) - more
collected stories

OTHER NON-"AVALON" STUFF:

"Windhaven" - full length novel with Lisa Tuttle...haven't read this one in
a while, but don't recall being especially impressed the first time. SF.

The "Wild Cards" series, Volumes I-XII (short stories around a central
theme), and a new full-length novel in the series.  All edited by Martin,
with some writing thrown in.  Pseudo-SF.  Could be classified alternate
history.

"Armageddon Rag" - haven't read this one - fiction, I believe.

"Fevre Dream" - Vampires and a steamboat in the 1860s or thereabouts.
Fiction.

There's probably other stuff I've forgotten, but those should give you a
good head start on his work.  Enjoy!

Damon Silver
ideaman@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Books - Clarke & McCaffrey (2 msgs) &
                           Niven (9 msgs) & Norton &
                           Reeves-Stevens & Cordwainer Smith &
                           Wurts & New Releases

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 00:19:30 GMT
From: ghost@wam.umd.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 2061

Hi, I remember reading some parts of this waaaaaaaaaaaaaay back ~4 years
ago,..  just pieces here and there you understand 8-) and I was wondering
if someone wouldn't mind giving me (or telling me where to find the info)
info on what happens in the novel that was supposed to be the end of 2001,
2010 etc..  I just finished watching 2001 and I liked it - very poetic ...
Also is there a review for 2061?  What was the whole purpise of the
monolith? Was it a single purpose tool, mutli-purpose? Info please?

Thank you kindly.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 03:37:42 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Anne McCaffrey: "First Fall"

Anne McCaffrey's "The Chronicles of Pern: First Fall" tells a story that
didn't really need telling, and tells it badly.  Several stories, in fact.

She should have left well enough alone: Pern was settled by colonists who
were unaware of the Red Star and its thread, and contact with the home
worlds was lost for reasons unknown.  In providing more specific answers,
McCaffrey has given us a collection of labored, unconvincing, and
uninteresting stories.

The first story, "The Survey", tries to explain why the original survey
team failed to spot the danger, but ignores the more serious organizational
stupidity: It makes sense to have a small team do a quick initial survey,
but you'd think that if habitable planets are uncommon, a thorough followup
survey would be conducted before sending in ten thousand colonists.  (We're
not talking here about "It looks great, but let's be cautious," from the
original survey; we're talking about "We don't know what killed so much of
the plant and animal life, but aside from that it looks great.")

The last story, "Rescue Run", tries to explain why contact was never
resumed: A mission finds a few survivors in the south and, after a cursory
exploration, takes their word for it that nobody else survived.  It doesn't
occur to anyone to check the other continent.  A far more serious failing
is that it doesn't occur to anyone to orbit a camera and computer-scan
Pern, rather than try to physically search it in five days.

Three other stories cover the early years of threadfall.  "The Dolphin's
Bell" is the story of the evacuation of the southern continent.  By and
large, the story could as well have been about an evacuation of Long
Island.  (There's even a main character who knows a lot about
twentieth-century history and nothing about nineteenth or twenty-first
century history - a failure of verisimilitude to which McCaffrey is
particularly prone.)

"The Ford of Red Hanrahan" tells of the settling of the third northern
Hold.  It's particularly dull.  "The Second Weyr" - the tale of the
establishment of Weyrs at Benden and elsewhere, is the best story of this
poor lot but, like 'Ford', it's still mainly begats: This is how the name
was chosen and this is how the location was picked and this is how such and
such custom arose and here are the names of the original leaders, etc.

Writing stories to fill in the backstory of a favorite story or series is a
common passtime among fans, and such fan fiction can be fun for the writers
and the readers.  It's almost always a mistake, though, for authors to
write their own fan fiction.

If you must read this book, get it from the library, for it is not worth
the $3 that used book stores will eventually ask for it.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 06:18:36 GMT
From: bkramire@unix.amherst.edu (Nobody's Home)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Anne McCaffrey: "First Fall"

Dani Zweig wrote:
> Anne McCaffrey's "The Chronicles of Pern: First Fall" tells a story that
> didn't really need telling, and tells it badly.  Several stories, in
> fact.
>
> She should have left well enough alone: Pern was settled by colonists who
> were unaware of the Red Star and its thread, and contact with the home
> worlds was lost for reasons unknown.  In providing more specific answers,
> McCaffrey has given us a collection of labored, unconvincing, and
> uninteresting stories.

   Ah, much agreed.  A friend came to visit this past weekend, and he
brought his copy for me to borrow.. I spent a couple hours reading it and
decided it was an utter waste of my time.  Your phrase "Story that didn't
really need telling, and tells it badly" about sums it up.  I, for the
first time in ages, am THRILLED that books are coming out in hardcover
first, because now I get to suffer reading them BEFORE wasting the money
on them. I can't remember the last time she wrote a decent book.

Bethany Ramirez

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 04:02:32 GMT
From: Bob_Hearn@qm.claris.com (Robert Hearn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Niven: when?

I've heard there will be a Beowulf Shaeffer collection, with some new
stories.  Also a new Man-Kzin Wars.  Also a new Ringworld novel(la).
Anyone have any idea when?

Thanks.

Bob Hearn
Spartacus Software
hearn@claris.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 03:08:23 GMT
From: max@alcyone.darkside.com (Erik Max Francis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Niven: when?

Speaking of this, Niven referred to a story called "The Ghost Ships" in
_N-Space_ (or was it _Playgrounds of the Mind_?), which sounded
interesting.  Anybody know about the status of this?

Erik Max Francis
1070 Oakmont Dr. #1
San Jose, CA  95117
...!uuwest!alcyone!max
max@alcyone.darkside.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 15:15:38 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Niven: when?

CRASHLANDER, the Beowulf Shaeffer collection, will be out in March (it's
offically an April book) in paperback.  The new Ringworld novel is being
written now, and will probably be out in hardcover in '95, but we're not
sure yet.  Don't know about the Man-Kzin Wars book, since that's not Del
Rey.

Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
201 East 50th Street
NY NY 10022 USA
ekh@panix.com
E.Harris1@GEnie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 15:17:20 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Niven: when?

max@alcyone.darkside.com (Erik Max Francis) writes:
>Speaking of this, Niven referred to a story called "The Ghost Ships" in
>_N-Space_ (or was it _Playgrounds of the Mind_?), which sounded
>interesting.  Anybody know about the status of this?

THE GHOST SHIPS has been on Niven's back burner for a long time, and may or
may not ever be written.  We can hope, though!

Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
201 East 50th Street
NY NY 10022 USA
ekh@panix.com
E.Harris1@GEnie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 01:47:58 GMT
From: erich@hrl8.cs.tamu.edu (Erich Schneider)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Niven: when?

SPOILERS (for a novel that hasn't been written?)

The recently published guide to Ringworld and Known Space (lots of
pictures, has Niven's approval, but not as good an investment as Chaosium's
_Ringworld_ RPG, in my opinion) has an entry in its timeline, a few years
after the second Ringworld expedition, which states that the Kzinti
patriarch attempts to have the Puppeteer fleet of worlds destroyed for
having the audacity to attempt to breed tame Kzinti. The Ringworld is
involved somehow.

Looks suspicious to me.

Erich Schneider
erich@bush.cs.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 02:04:25 GMT
From: max@alcyone.darkside.com (Erik Max Francis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Niven: when?

erich@hrl8.cs.tamu.edu (Erich Schneider) writes:
> The recently published guide to Ringworld and Known Space (lots of
> pictures, has Niven's approval, but not as good an investment as
> Chaosium's _Ringworld_ RPG, in my opinion) has an entry in its timeline,
> a few years after the second Ringworld expedition, which states that the
> Kzinti patriarch attempts to have the Puppeteer fleet of worlds destroyed
> for having the audacity to attempt to breed tame Kzinti. The Ringworld is
> involved somehow.

This is the basis of the RINGWORLD: REVENGE OF THE PATRIARCH game.  There
were comments in it somewhere that said that it was considered canon by
Niven.

What is this guide to Ringworld and Known Space, and where can it be
gotten?

Erik Max Francis
1070 Oakmont Dr. #1
San Jose, CA  95117
...!uuwest!alcyone!max 
max@alcyone.darkside.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 23:59:49 GMT
From: erich@hrl8.cs.tamu.edu (Erich Schneider)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Niven: when?

max@alcyone.darkside.com (Erik Max Francis) writes:
>What is this guide to Ringworld and Known Space, and where can it be
>gotten?

Don't know the editor's name, but it's 8 1/2 by 11-sized, glossy, lots of
pictures, and should be available in your local B. Walden's store.

It has a timeline, sections on the species of Known Space and Ringworld,
explanations of the physical workings of the Ringworld, Known Space
technical goodies, a section on psionics, and some more stuff, probably.

Like I said, it has less good info than the excellent (but now out of
print) _Ringworld_ RPG put out by Chaosium, which is a truly mammoth source
of information.

Erich Schneider
erich@bush.cs.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 18:00:38 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Niven: when?

erich@hrl8.cs.tamu.edu (Erich Schneider) writes:
> The recently published guide to Ringworld and Known Space (lots of
> pictures, has Niven's approval [...]

I saw this guide in a bookstore (I forget the title; it's a large "art"
paperback, probably filed with the Trek "tech manuals" at the top of the SF
shelf.)

I thought it was pretty awful. For one thing, some of the pictures are
silly, especially compared with the classic sketches on the inside covers
of the old Niven paperbacks. I'm sorry; Thrintun don't have claws. And
Kzinti don't have stripes. (Yes, I dislike the covers of the _Man-Kzin
Wars_ collections, too.) And a tasp is not the shape and size of an assault
rifle. The artist seems to have been told about the stories, rather than
having read them.

More importantly, the guide has a lot of comments that seem contrary to
Niven's stories. There's a comment, for example, that all Puppeteers have a
manic-depressive cycle, which is triggered by stressful situations. (Huh?)
And that all Puppeteers have implanted tasps. Maybe these things are true
of all Puppeteers *that leave the home system*, but there's nothing in the
guide that makes that distinction.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 12:38:48 GMT
From: kulesa@acsu.buffalo.edu (Royal Nuisance)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Niven: when?

This past July, at the Toronto Trek VI convention in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada, I attended the tail end of a reading by convention guest Barbara
Hambly, of the vampire short story which will be her contribution to the
"vampire story" anthology which she is in the process of editing.  During
the question-and-answer session which followed, a question caused her to
digress about the process of soliciting vampire stories from other authors.

She said that at one point, she called up Larry Niven and asked *him* if
*he* would contribute one.  "Why did you think to ask *me*?" he asked.
"I've never written about vampires before."  She reminded him that vampires
had been on the Ringworld, and he said, "Yes, that's right!" and agreed to
think about writing a vampire story.

The next day, Niven called Hambly back and said, "either I've got your
vampire story, or I've got the next Ringworld novel!"

The rest, apparently, is destined to become history.  This is all I know,
either about the third Ringworld novel or that anthology of vampire
stories.

Now you know who to blame or thank for the first major, fully canonical
Known Space tale in fifteen years...  :-)

kulesa@acsu.buffalo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 11:40:00 GMT
From: IRH%A1%UTRC@mrgate.utc.com ("Irene R. Harrison  727-7415", 203)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Andre Norton - pen names

To answer as many of the pen name questions as possible.

Andre Norton was born Alice Mary Norton and changed her name legally to
Andre Norton. (I don't know exactly what year that was done.)

   Her first Novel was published in 1934, THE PRINCE COMMANDS

   In the 1950's she used Andrew North as a pen name for 3(?) books
      PLAGUE SHIP, 1956, Gnome
      SARGASSO OF SPACE, 1955, Gnome
      VOODOO PLANET, 1959, Ace D*345
   these are all Dane Thorson/Solar Queen series

   In 1954 the pen name Allen Weston was used for the book MURDERS FOR SALE
      which was written with Grace Allen Hogarth reprinted in 1992 as
      SNEEZE ON SUNDAY without pen name

   From 1936-1939 Andre Norton was a regular reviewer for the Cleveland
      Plain Dealer, using the 'by line' A.Norton.

   In the 1980's a friend of Andre's was ill. Andre prepared 2 books for
      publication. One of these was complete and needed very little work,
      the other required major additions.  MAID AT ARMS, 1981, Fawcett, by
      Enid Cushing CAROLINE, 1983, Tor, by Andre Norton and Enid Cushing

Andre Norton did work for the Cleveland Library System and is currently,
about 81.  My records, here at work, have that a Photo appeared in the
April 1992 issue of Locus.  I believe that's a reference to the photo that
was taken at Andre's 80th birthday party.

Andre has said that she 'never published under her birth name' and that
Andrew North was a pen name that she used because she was editing several
books for World at the time. (BULLARD OF THE SPACE PATROL, SPACE PIONEERS,
SPACE POLICE and SPACE SERVICE) Andre has pointed out that the way she
spells her name is the feminine version of the French name, with the male
version having an accent (a fine point missed by American readers and
printers).

My guess is that libraries might have picked up that Andre Norton was a pen
name ONCE and forever after have that name on their records. Perhaps they
needed to note that THIS author is a woman? I wonder how they catalogue
James Tiptree Jr?

OTHER NAMES NOT ANDRE NORTON

Alden Norton edited 2 or 3 Science Fiction Anthologies
Alice Mary Norton 'is' a librarian living in Ridgefield, CT and has
   published several articles on library themes
Mary Alice Norton wrote the Borrower books. (Perhaps this was confusing to
   no one but me. But then I read these books.)
Andrew Norton: Well that's a new one on me.  This is NOT Andre Norton.  I
   also don't remember any of her short stories appearing with the Andrew
   North pen name.

Irene Harrison
IRH@UTRC.UTC.COM

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 12:39:14 GMT
From: jaf2@ra.msstate.edu (John A. Ferretti)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Reeves-Stevens: Chronicls of Galen Sword

Does anyone know if a third book is out yet?

The first two where _Shifter_ and _Nightfeeder_.

Any info would be appreciated.

Thanks.

John
jaf2@ra.msstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 17:54:03 GMT
From: rp@rb.icl.co.uk (Robin Parkinson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Paul Anthony Myron Linebarger

Has anybody written a biography of this guy (a-k-a Cordwainer Smith, as if
you didn't know)? The brief notes at the front of his books tend to suggest
he had a highly interesting life.

Robin Parkinson
ICL Retail Systems
Bracknell, England
rp@jasper.rb.icl.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 16:12:34 GMT
From: paulr@bigdog.engr.arizona.edu (The Silicon Avatar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Wurts' new one...

Called "Curse of the Mistwrath" (or thereabouts).  Anyone read this yet?  I
really loved her collaboration with Feist on the Empire trilogy, and I'm
looking for someone that has read the new one to compare it to either her
other works or "* of the Empire"...

Paul Richards
100 E. Strada Patania        
Tucson, AZ, USA  85737-9442  
paulr@bigdog.engr.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 22:39:09 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: out in the USA

Picked up at B. Dalton's today:

Dragonspawn, Mark Acres, AvoNova Fantasy (pb)
 A Chronicle Of Wizard War in the Land Between the Rivers, says the front
 cover 
Earthsong (Native Tongue III), Suzette Haden Elgin, DAW SF (pb)
 Yes! At last! It's significantly thinner than the first two, though.
A Song for Arbonne, Guy Gavriel Kay, Roc Fantasy (pb)
 Out in paperback.
Stan Lee's Riftworld: Villains, Bill McCay, Roc Fantasy (pb)
 Second in the comics-as-real-life series...
Catfantastic III, ed. Greenberg & Norton, DAW Fantasy (pb)
 Collection of cat sfantasy (that's a typo, but I'll leave it) stories.
Isaac Asimov's Robots in Time: Dictator, William F. Wu, AvoNova SF (pb)
 Fourth of six.
Shadowrun: Lone Wolf, Nigel Findley, Roc Fantasy (pb)
 "Blood and magic rage in the streets of Seattle."
Curse of the Mistwraith, Janny Wurts, Roc Fantasy (hb)
 The Wars of Light and Shadow, v.1

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Piper (8 msgs) & Rice (8 msgs) &
                         Tad Williams & Willis

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 21:37:57 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Paratime Police

've just bought a copy of _Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen_ by H. Beam Piper.  The
cover quote is "The last and best of the Paratime stories".  The authorlist
on elbereth.rutgers for Piper lists LKoO (1965) _Paratime_ (1981) and a
sequel to LKoO by Roland Green and John F Carr, _Great King's War_ (1985).
Were there some short stories set in this multiverse or what? The cover
quote has me confused.

(I bought LKoO after reading Jack Chalker's G.O.D. Inc. which has the
dedication in one of them: To H. Beam Piper, who did it first and best.
Anyone read both and can compare Piper's and Chalker's versions - Chalker's
interest in the idea is obvious given his obsession with alternate
definitions of what it means to be "human".)

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 00:03:15 GMT
From: ayjay@netcom.com (AJ Casamento)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Paratime Police

  Well, you might also try The_Worlds_of_H._Beam_Piper, edited by John Carr
(I have the ACE paperback, ISBN 0-441-91052-1) which has a couple of short
stories in it. The Lord_Kalvan_of_Otherwhen novel was also republished at
one point as The_Gunpowder_God.

  I read everything I could get my hands on from Piper a little over 10
years ago. I really enjoy his stuff (yes, including the "Fuzzy" books).
I'm not sure what happened to most of his copyrights after he committed
suicide, but I see stuff get republished every so often. From what I do
remember of the story, Piper committed suicide because he thought himself a
burden to his friends. I had heard he was being cheated by his agent and
didn't even know his books were selling.

A Adams (csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk) wrote:
>(I bought LKoO after reading Jack Chalker's G.O.D. Inc. which has the
>dedication in one of them: To H. Beam Piper, who did it first and best.
>Anyone read both and can compare Piper's and Chalker's versions -
>Chalker's interest in the idea is obvious given his obsession with
>alternate definitions of what it means to be "human".)

  I've also liked Poul Anderson's Annals_of_the_Time_Patrol, which is sort
of the same venue. However, for my money, it's Piper. He was, what used to
be termed, an accomplished storyteller. Granted, by today's standards
(where so many people have worked these themes over) some of his work may
seem dated and a little space opera in tone. But, for the time period he
wrote in those descriptions wouldn't have been accurate. And they're still
great stories. If you're feeling adventurous, try Piper's _Empire_ or
_Federation_ which are also part of his Future History(or Space_Viking,
Cosmic_Computer, Lone_Star_Planet, etc.).

AJ Casamento
I/O WORKS, Inc.
223 Purissima Road
Woodside, CA 94062
ayjay@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 00:28:39 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Paratime Police

ayjay@netcom.com (AJ Casamento):
>The Lord_Kalvan_of_Otherwhen novel was also republished at one point as
>The_Gunpowder_God.

Not exactly.  LKoO had two antecedents.  The story "When in the Course",
which wasn't published before it appeared in "Federation", has a
recognizable version of the same story, but placed on another planet in our
timeline, rather than on this planet in another timeline.  The story
(novella) "Gunpowder God" was published before LKoO (it's another of the
Piper works that weren't reprinted as of the time Ace announced that it had
reprinted all of Piper's works) and may be thought of as a rough draft for
the paratime version of the story.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 00:55:05 GMT
From: dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu (David Empey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Paratime Police

I don't think _Lone Star Planet_ is part of the Piper's Terran Federation
future history.  Also, you left out _Four Day Planet_, which unquestionably
is part of the future history.

Dave Empey

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 07:48:53 GMT
From: churchyh@doc.cc.utexas.edu (Henry Churchyard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Paratime Police

The best pre-Kalvan story is _Last_Enemy_, in which Dalla and Verkan first
meet again...

Henry Churchyard
churchyh@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 18:00:52 GMT
From: ayjay@netcom.com (AJ Casamento)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Paratime Police

David Empey (dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu) wrote:
>I don't think _Lone Star Planet_ is part of the Piper's Terran Federation
>future history.  Also, you left out _Four Day Planet_, which
>unquestionably is part of the future history.

Sorry, what I meant to do was to suggest _Federation_ and _Empire_ as some
examples of Piper's future history. The parenthetical was to suggest some
other titles as well (and I didn't do the full string of Piper titles) and
not to suggest that they were all written to the same future history design
as _Federation_. Would you accept lack of caffeine as a reasonable excuse
for poorly crafted sentence structure?

In atonement, here is the list of H.Beam Piper titles I currently own (as
a jumping off point for those of you who might like to track some of these
down for a Really_Good_Read):

Empire	
Federation
First Cycle	(with Michael Kurland)
Four Day Planet
Fuzzies and Other People
Fuzzy Sapiens
Little Fuzzy
Lone Star Planet
Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen
Paratime
Space Viking
The Cosmic Computer
The Worlds of H.Beam Piper (edited by John Carr)
Uller Uprising

AJ Casamento
I/O WORKS, Inc.
223 Purissima Road
Woodside, CA 94062
ayjay@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 07:30:17 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu 
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Paratime Police

dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig) writes:
> ayjay@netcom.com (AJ Casamento):
>> The Lord_Kalvan_of_Otherwhen novel was also republished at one point as
>> The_Gunpowder_God.
>
> Not exactly.  LKoO had two antecedents.  The story "When in the Course",
> which wasn't published before it appeared in "Federation", has a
> recognizable version of the same story, but placed on another planet in
> our timeline, rather than on this planet in another timeline.

Not exactly.  "WHEN IN THE COURSE" was published in the early fifties in a
small-circulation pulp SF magazine.  (Campbell had bounced it because the
Freyans were interfertile with Terran humans, with no explanation, and
because he felt there weren't enough "obstacles" for the Terrans to
overcome... "Yeah, so they 'invent' gunpowder.  What else do they do,
that's original?".)

> The story (novella) "Gunpowder God" was published before LKoO (it's
> another of the Piper works that weren't reprinted as of the time Ace
> announced that it had reprinted all of Piper's works) and may be thought
> of as a rough draft for the paratime version of the story.

Not quite...

(John Carr's pronunciamentos on how much of Piper's work has been reprinted
should not be regarded as pertaining to THIS timeline.)

"GUNPOWDER GOD" was published in ANALOG back when it was a large-format
magazine.
"LORD KALVAN OF OTHERWHEN," an intended composite of three novellas,
"GUNPOWDER GOD," "DOWN STYPHON," and "HOS HOSTIGOS," was published in the
first paperback edition, from Ace, in 1965.  (First print run was 35 cents,
overstamped to forty cents as soon as ACE found out Piper was dead...)
 
(ACE had put "SPACE VIKING" out of print, despite mass requests for copies
from all over the country, had refused to print "LITTLE FUZZY" or "FUZZY
SAPIENS," and scrupulously lost track of all royalties repeatedly.  The two
"FUZZY" books had been sold through AVON, which packaged and distributed
them in such a way as to assure sales failures.)

What few checks Ace and Avon *did* bother to send went to Piper's agent,
Kenneth S. White.

Campbell bought and printed "GUNPOWDER GOD," and had bought "DOWN
STYPHON" following a couple of minor changes.
   Campbell had sent the requested changes on "HOS HOSTIGOS" back to White,
but they were lost in White's morass of disorganization and never made it
to Piper, so Piper didn't know (a) that "DOWN STYPHON!"  had been bought;
or (b) that "HOS HOSTIGOS" was a sure sale.
   White was notoriously lackadaisical about details in the absence of a
critical situation; and while he knew HBP's urgent need of funds, he knew
he'd get the cash there in time... and then he died of a heart attack.
All of White's records were in his head.
  Piper thought he was stone broke, with no publications contracted, and
after the news of White's death came in, he offed himself neatly.  (Cleaned
the house, put down a tarp, left a note, all very orderly.)  This was about
November of '65, if memory serves.
   The entire agency was passed to a new agent, one not well versed in the
field, one who had no way of knowing where stories had been sent, rejected,
or accepted.
 
So he gathered up the three sections of "LORD KALVAN," and shipped them off
to "ACE."  ACE published the book with the piratical speed that was Ace's
hallmark in those days (note: the folks who run the ACE operation these
days are a different company, and different personnel; Ace's unethical and
discourteous behavior in the sixties is *not* something that Ace
Publishing, 1994, has any responsibility for.) And "LORD KALVAN OF
OTHERWHEN" was on the stands as a paperback *before* the issue of ANALOG
with "DOWN STYPHON" in it was mailed!  This caused some very amusing
copyright hassles, since two different companies had copyrighted the same
story, both (apparently) in good faith.
 
Campbell gave both novellas the cover; "GUNPOWDER GOD" was a Schoenherr,
and Freas did "DOWN STYPHON!"  If anyone needs the issue dates, I'd be
happy to look them up.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 04:43:41 GMT
From: thergoud@soda.berkeley.edu (Theron Goudeau)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Paratime Police

And to think that from the time back in '83 that I discovered Piper's works
until just a few years ago, I thought I was the *only* person who'd ever
heard of or read him.  I even remember showing "Little Fuzzy" to a friend
of mine, and her scornful reply, "Oh, that's just a cheap Ewoks rip-off."
Grrrrr...

I really enjoyed Piper's works (just reread the Fuzzy stuff, including
Mayhar's "Golden Dream," but not "Fuzzy Bones," which I can't find - not
Piper, but still Fuzzy).  I've read all the works mentioned earlier in the
thread - some dear soul at the Honolulu Public Library, Main Branch was a
Piper fan, too (okay, so there were two of us), and ordered about
everything he ever wrote for the library.  It's interesting to note the
anachronisms - everyone smokes cigarettes with no thought for health risks,
and spaceships travelling through hyperspace fire atomic missiles at each
other, calculating fire control trajectories with slide rules.  =)

Glad to see that a few other people enjoy Piper's storytelling efforts. 

Theron Croft Goudeau
thergoud@soda.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 05:56:15 GMT
From: jl3j+@andrew.cmu.edu (John Robert Leavitt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lasher and The Witching Hour

Quick question from my wife.  She recently received a copy of Anne Rice's
new book, Lasher, as a birthday present, but the cover blurb says that it
continues the same characters that appears in The Witching Hour.  She wants
to know if it is either necessary or recommended to read TWH before reading
Lasher, or if Lasher stands on its own well enough that she can just dive
right in.  Thanks.

John

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 13:17:40 GMT
From: mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lasher and The Witching Hour

I can't imagine how LASHER would make any sense of one had not read THE
WITCHING HOUR. It only scarcely makes any sense in any case.

Mike Godwin
Electronic Frontier Foundation         
mnemonic@eff.org

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 16:13:17 GMT
From: cynthiab@brtph895.bnr.ca (Cynthia Brown P125)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lasher and The Witching Hour

Yes, it is much better to read TWH before Lasher.  TWH gives the family
history for the story of the Mayfair Witches.  That history is necessary to
really understand some of the characters' actions and motives.  I read TWH
when it was first published and when I recently read Lasher I spent a lot
of time trying to remember what happened in TWH so that I understood the
references in Lasher.

Hopes she enjoys them.

Cindy Brogan Brown
Bell-Northern Research
Research Triangle Park, NC
cynthiab@bnr.ca                                                      

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 00:07:41 GMT
From: crew@cs.stanford.edu (Roger Crew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lasher and The Witching Hour

Here's one reader who was annoyed to wade through 1000+ pp only to find out
that The Witching Hour was merely the first of a series.

Does anyone know how many books there are going to be (i.e., is Lasher the
conclusion, 2nd of a trilogy,...)?

Roger Crew
crew@CS.Stanford.EDU      

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 21:08:34 GMT
From: vigil@esca.com (Sandra Vigil)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lasher and The Witching Hour

John Robert Leavitt <jl3j+@andrew.cmu.edu> writes:
>She wants to know if it is either necessary or recommended to read TWH
>before reading Lasher, or if Lasher stands on its own well enough that she
>can just dive right in.  

It is both recommended and necessary.  Having read them quite a while
apart, I had a difficult time remembering who was who when reading
_Lasher_.

Better yet, chuck 'em both and read _Interview with a Vampire_.  

_Lasher_ was going to be my nomination for worst book read in '93, but I
decided it really couldn't be worse than _The Bridges of Madison County_,
just more disappointing.  I expected to be disappointed by _Bridges_.  I
had hoped to be entertained by _Lasher_.  I was not.

Sandra Vigil
vigil@esca.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 22:31:14 GMT
From: cliff@marasai.mfg.sgi.com (Clifford O. Thompson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lasher and The Witching Hour

I've read TWH, but not Lasher.  If TWH hadn't been so tedious, predictable,
and disappointing, I might give enough of a damn to read Lasher.  So much
for "ifs."

I have a friend who's read both, and she felt that TWH wasn't REQUIRED for
enjoying Lasher.  She also felt that Lasher was a better book.  I'd already
come close to giving up on Anne Rice after Queen of the Damned, and TWH was
the straw that broke the camel's back.

Cliff

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 09:18:14 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lasher and The Witching Hour

vigil@esca.com (Sandra Vigil) writes:
>Better yet, chuck 'em both and read _Interview with a Vampire_.  

Better even than that, read The Vampire Lestat first, and *then* Interview
with the Vampire; this will greatly assist you in retaining motivation to
read the rest of the series.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 16:15:00 GMT
From: rabeard@utkvx.utcc.utk.edu (NIGHT)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lasher and The Witching Hour

crew@CS.Stanford.EDU (Roger Crew) writes...
>Does anyone know how many books there are going to be (i.e., is Lasher the
>conclusion, 2nd of a trilogy,...)?  

I think Lasher was pretty final.  AR has said whe wants to write about Mona
Mayfair, but I can't see it being a direct continuance of the series.  Her
next book out is supposed to be _Taltos_, which while it sounds like it
should be related to the TWH and Lasher line, I don't think it's a sequel
to Lasher.

Allen Beard
University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN  USA
rabeard@utkvx.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 01:17:59 GMT
From: nealu@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu (Ulen Neal E)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn

I'm waiting for _To Green Angel Tower_ to come out in pb before I begin the
trilogy (I always wait for a series to be completed before I start it).

If anyone has read some or all of the trilogy, drop me a line and let me
know if you liked it or not.

PLEASE...NO SPOILERS!

Neal E. Ulen
nealu@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 07:38:57 GMT
From: jfc@athena.mit.edu (John F Carr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Connie Willis

I just read _Doomsday Book_ and was struck by the similarity of the
treatment of the university environment in that novel and in her short
story "In the Late Cretaceous".  Is this her typical style?  (I haven't
read anything else by her that I could name.)

I probably missed some of the intended effect in _DB_, since I used to be a
change ringer and I still remember much of the terminology (which must have
been expected to be incomprehensible to most readers, at least in America).

John Carr
jfc@mit.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 17 Jan 94 07:20:01 GMT
From: ROBERTS%DECUS@mimas.arc.ab.ca (Rob Slade)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Terminal Compromise" by Schwartau

Inter.Pact Press
11511 Pine St. N.
Seminole, FL   34642
813-393-6600
fax: 813-393-6361
"Terminal Compromise", Schwartau, 1991, 0-962087000-5, U$19.95/C$24.95
wschwartau@mcimail.com p00506@psi.com
 
"Terminal Compromise" was first published in 1991, and was enthusiastically
promoted by some among the security community as the first fictional work
to deal realistically with many aspects of data communications and
security.  Although still available in that form, recently it has been
"re-issued" in a softcopy "shareware" version on the net.  (It is available
for ftp at such sites as ftp.uu.net, ftp.netsys.com, soda.berkeley.edu and
wuarchive.wustl.edu.  Use archie to look for TERMCOMP.)  Some new material
has been added, and some of the original sections updated.  Again, it has
been lauded in postings on security related newsgroups and distribution
lists.
 
Some of you may be old enough to recall that the characters current in
"Outland" sprang from a previous Berke Breathed cartoon strip called "Bloom
County".  Opus, at one point, held the post of movie reviewer for the
"Bloom County Picayune".  I remember that one of his reviews started out,
"This movie is bad, really bad, abominably bad, bad, bad, bad!"  He
considers this for a moment, and then adds, "Well, maybe not *that* bad,
but Lord! it wasn't good!"
 
A fairly large audience will probably enjoy it, if such trivialities as
language, characterization and plot can be ignored.  For once the "nerds"
don't get beat on; indeed, they are the heroes (maybe).  The use of
computers is much more realistic than in most such works, and many ideas
that should have greater currency are presented.  The book will also appeal
to paranoiacs, especially those who believe the US federal government is
out to get them.
 
Consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds but, it does make for a
smoother "read".  "Terminal Compromise" would benefit from a run through a
style checker ... and a grammar checker ... and a spelling checker.
Constructions such as "which was to be the hypocenter of the blast if the
Enola Gay hadn't missed its target" and "National Bureau of Standards which
sets standards" are understandable, although awkward.  In other places it
appears words might be missing, and you have to read over sentences several
times to puzzle out the meaning.  (The softcopy/shareware version comes off
a little worse here, with fragments of formatting codes left in the text.)
 
On second thought, forget the spelling checker.  Most of the words are
spelled correctly: they are simply *used* incorrectly.  A reference to an
"itinerant professional" has nothing to do with travelling.  (Maybe he
meant "consummate": I couldn't think of a synonym starting with "i".)  The
"heroine" trade was probably intended to refer to white powder rather than
white slavery.  There are two automobile "wreak"s.  "Umbrage" is used
twice.  An obscure seventeenth century usage did once refer to shelter
given by islands to a harbour, but it's stretching the language a bit to
make it refer to a covering for the naughty bits.  Umbrage usually refers
to offense, suspicion, doubt or rage, as in "I take umbrage at what I
suspect is a doubtful use of the language".
 
Characterization?  There isn't any.  The major characters are all supposed
to be in their forties: they all, including the President of the United
States, speak like unimaginative teenage boys whose vocabulary contains no
adjectives other than obscenities.  This makes it difficult at times to
follow the dialogue, since there are no distinctives between speakers.
(The one exception is the president of a software firm who makes a
successful, although surprising, translation from "beard" to "suit", and is
in the midst of the most moving and forceful speech in the book, dealing
with our relationship to computers, when the author has him assassinated.)
 
The book is particularly hard on women.  There are no significant female
characters.  None.  In the initial introduction and background of the hero
there is no mention of a significant other.  It is something of a shock
later to discover he is married, then that he is divorced.  Almost all of
the females are simply bedroom furniture.  The portrayals remind one of the
descriptions in "Don Quixote" of women "so gay, striking and beautiful that
the sight of her impressed them all; so vividly that, if they had not
already seen [the others], they would have doubted whether she had her
match for beauty".
 
Which raises another point.  All of the hackers, except some of the
Amsterdam crew, are fit, athletic and extremely attractive to the female of
the species.  Even among the I-Hack crowd, while there may be some
certifiable lunatics, nobody is unkempt or unclean.  These urbane
sophisticates drink "Glen Fetitch" and "Chevas" while lounging in "Louis
Boston" suits on "elegant ... PVC furniture".  Given that the hackers save
the day (and ignoring, for the moment, that they caused the trouble in the
first place) there seems to be more than a touch of wish fulfillment
involved.
 
(Schwartau tries to reiterate the "hackers aren't evil" point at every
opportunity.  However, he throws away opportunities to make any
distinctions between different types of activities.  Although the different
terms of phreaks, hackers and crackers are sprinkled throughout the story
they are not well defined as used by the online community.  At one point
the statement is made that "cracking is taking the machine to its limit".
There is no indication of the divisions between phreaks, hackers and
crackers within their various specialties, nor the utter disdain that all
three have for virus writers.  Cliff Stoll's "Hanover (sic) Hacker", Markus
Hess, is described as a "well positioned and seemingly upstanding
individual".  This doesn't jibe with Stoll's own description of a "round
faced, slightly overweight ... balding ...  chain smoking" individual who
was "never a central figure" with the Chaos Computer Club, and who, with a
drug addict and a fast buck artist for partners "knew that he'd screwed up
and was squirming to escape".)
 
What little character is built during the story is unsteady.  The author
seems unable to decide whether the chief computer genius is one of the good
guys or the bad.  At times he is mercenary and self-centred; at others he
is poetic, eloquent and visionary; in yet other scenes he is mentally
unbalanced.  (He also appropriates the persona and handle of another
hacker.  We are never told why, nor are we ever informed of what happened
to the original.)  Following the characters isn't made any easier by the
inconsistency of naming: in the space of five paragraphs we find that our
hero, Scott Byron Mason (maybe) is the son of Marie Elizabeth Mason and
Louis Horace Mason.  Or possibly Evelyn Mason and Horace Stipton Mason.
The main academic studying viral programs is Dr. Les (or Arnold) Brown (or
Sternman) who is a professor at Sheffield (or MIT).  (Interestingly, there
is an obvious attempt to correct this in the later "softcopy" version of
the book.  At times the "corrections" make the problem worse.)
 
For a "thriller", there is very little tension in the story.  The unveiling
of the plot takes place on a regular step by step basis.  There is never
any hint that the hero is in the slightest personal danger: the worst that
happens is that one of his stories is quashed.  Indeed, at the end of the
book the computer attacks seem basically all to have succeeded, credit card
companies are bankrupt, banks are in a mess, airlines are restricted, phone
systems are unreliable and the bad guys are in charge.  Yet our heroes end
up rich and happy on an island in the sun.  The author seems to be
constantly sounding the alarm over the possibility of this disaster, but is
unwilling, himself, to face the tremendous personal suffering that would be
generated.
 
Leaving literary values aside, let us examine the technical contents.  The
data security literate will find here a lot of accurate information.  Much
of the material is based on undisputed fact; much of the rest brings to
light some important controversies.  We are presented with a thinly
disguised "Windows", a thinly disguised Fred Cohen (maybe two?), a severely
twisted Electronic Freedom Foundation and a heavily mutated John Markoff.
However, we are also presented with a great deal of speculation,
fabrication and technical improbabilities.  For the technically adept this
would be automatically disregarded.  For the masses, however (and this book
seems to see itself in an educational light), dividing the wheat from the
chaff would be difficult if not impossible.
 
As with names, the author appears to have problems with the consistency of
numbers.  In the same paragraph, the softcopy version has the same number
quoted as "over 5000", "almost 5000" and "three thousand".  (It appears to
have been "corrected" or updated from the original version without reading
the context).  A calculation of the number of hackers seems to be based
upon numbers pulled out of the air, and a computer population an order of
magnitude larger than really exists.  The "network", seemingly referring to
the Internet, has a population two orders of magnitude too large.  Four
million legal copies, with an equal number of pirate copies, of a virus
infected program apparently result in only "between 1 and 5 million"
infections.  (I *knew* a lot of people had bought Windows but never used
it!)  Not the most prolific virus we've ever seen.
 
Schwartau seems uncertain as to whether he wants to advertise real software
or hide it.  At various times the characters, incessantly typing to each
other across the (long distance) phone lines use "xtalk" (the actual
filename for Crosstalk), "ProCom" (ProComm, perhaps?), "ComPro" and
"Protalk".  They also make "4800 BAUD" connections (technically unlikely
over voice grade lines, and even if he meant "bits per second" 4800 is
rather an odd speed) and communicate with "7 bits, no parity, no stop bits"
parameter settings.  (The more common parameter settings are either 8 bits,
no parity or 7 bits, even parity.  You *must* have stop bits, usually one.
And to forestall the obvious criticism, there is no indication in the book
that a "non-standard" setting is being used for security reasons.)
 
We are, at places in the text, given detailed descriptions of the
operations of some of the purported viral programs.  One hides in "Video
RAM".  Rather a stupid place to hide since any extensive video activity
will overwrite it.  (As I recall, the Proto-T hoax, which was supposed to
use this same mechanism, started in 1991.  Hmmm.)  Another would erase the
disk the first time the computer was turned on, which leads one to wonder
how it was supposed to reproduce.  (This same program was supposed to be
able to burn out the printer port circuitry.  Although certain very
specific pieces of hardware may fail under certain software instructions,
no printer port has ever been numbered among them.)  One "hidden file" is
supposed to hide itself by looking like a "bad cluster" to the system.
"Hidden" is an attribute in MS-DOS, and assignable to any file.  A "bad
cluster" would not be assigned a file name and therefore would never, by
itself, be executed by any computer system.  We also have a report of
MS-DOS viri wiping out a whole town full of Apple computers.
 
Schwartau is not averse to making up his own virus terminology, if
necessary.  ("Stealth" is also reported as a specific virus.)  At one point
the book acknowledges that viral programs are almost invariably detected
within weeks of release, yet the plot relies upon thousands of viri
remaining undetected for years.  At another point the use of "radio
broadcasts" of viral programs to enemy systems is advocated, ignoring the
fact that the simplest error checking for cleaning "noise" from digital
radio transmissions would eliminate such activity.
 
A number of respected security experts have expressed approval of "Terminal
Compromise".  This approbation is likely given on the basis that this book
is so much better than other fictional works whose authors have obviously
had no technical background.  As such the enthusiasm is merited: "Terminal
Compromise" raises many important points and issues which are currently
lost on the general public.
 
Unfortunately, the problems of the book, as a book, and the technical
excesses will likely restrict its circulation and impact.  As a fictional
work the lack of literary values are going to restrict both its appeal and
longevity.  As an exhortative or tutorial work, the inability to
distinguish between fact and fiction will reduce its value and
effectiveness in promoting the cause of data security.
 
copyright Robert M. Slade, 1993   
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Date: 23 Jan 94 19:41:24 GMT
From: pss1@christa.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Next book in Sheffield's _Heritage Universe_?

Does anyone know when the next book in Charles Sheffield's _Heritage
Universe_ series is due out?  This is the series that includes _Summertide_
and _Divergence_.

Thanks.

Paul Secinaro
Synthetic Vision and Pattern Analysis Laboratory
UNH Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
pss1@kepler.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 21:18:16 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Next book in Sheffield's _Heritage Universe_?

The 3rd book, _Transendence_, has been out for a while.  It's available in
paperback now, too.

As I recall, the cover claims that it's the last book in the series.  I
haven't read the book to see how much room he left for another book,
though.  Of course, he could always write a second series.

Personally, given today's market for sequels and shared universes, I think
it seems unlikely that he would drop such a large and detailed universe
after only 3 books...

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 04:45:56 GMT
From: chuthlu@netcom.com (Galen Jang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Next book in Sheffield's _Heritage Universe_?

Dave Schaumann (dave@CS.Arizona.EDU) wrote:
>As I recall, the cover claims that it's the last book in the series.  I
>haven't read the book to see how much room he left for another book,
>though.  Of course, he could always write a second series.

  Actually, Transcendence is not the last book.  A lot of issues are left
unanswered.  At least one more book will be coming.  Personally, I don't
think Transcendence is up to the standard of the previous two books.  Too
much gee-whiz super science and not enough character development.  Gee-whiz
science is one of the greatest thing in science, but if that's the only
thing in a novel, it tends to be a little boring.  Moreover, this book
doesn't solve anything about the Builders either.  I hope Sheffield's
hiatus from this series is used to think of better plot developments.

Galen Jang
chuthlu@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 14:09:52 GMT
From: pss1@christa.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Next book in Sheffield's _Heritage Universe_?

I'd like to thank everyone who responded to my original question.  To sum
it up, the series looks like this:

1. _Summertide_ 
2. _Divergence_ 
3. _Transcendence_ (should be out in paperback in U.S.A.) 
4. _Convergence_ (due in late 1994 in U.S.A.)

The bookstores in my area carry so little of Sheffield that I wasn't even
aware the third book was out yet, let alone in paperback!  It was only last
weekend that I actually saw #1 and #2 on the shelf together in the same
bookstore! I guess I'll have to put in an order on _Transcendence_.  BTW,
can anyone recommend other good stuff by Sheffield?

Paul Secinaro
Synthetic Vision and Pattern Analysis Laboratory
UNH Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
pss1@kepler.unh.edu
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Date: 27 Jan 94 09:27:56 GMT
From: baum1@syma.sussex.ac.uk (Paul Silver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Next book in Sheffield's _Heritage Universe_?

Paul S Secinaro (pss1@christa.unh.edu) wrote:
>BTW, can anyone recommend other good stuff by Sheffield?

There's 'Sight of Proteus' and 'Proteus Unbound' (they may be in the
opposite order) which I enjoyed. There's also Traders World, which I didn't
think was as good - it ranked at about stock SF level, whereas all the rest
rank higher (IMHO, of course).

If you like the way Sheffield writes you could try some Larry Niven (if you
haven't all ready) - especially his Known Space books, they also have
artifacts left by an ancient race, though they're not quite as big as the
ones in the HU. (The two Proteus books seem like Sheffield's version of
early Known Space, and with the tenuous links between the Proteus/HU it
looks like he might be building up his own long look at human culture in
the stars).

Paul
baum1@syma.sussex.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 05:52:06 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Next book in Sheffield's _Heritage Universe_?

pss1@christa.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro) writes:
>BTW, can anyone recommend other good stuff by Sheffield?

Sure! Most of his stuff is good. I'll recommend the newly-expanded McAndrew
Chronicles (unless you have the previous edition, in which case don't
bother); Between the Strokes of Night; Sight of Proteus and Proteus
Unbound; and his short-story collections (I'll nearly *always* buy
short-story collections, since the quality nearly always varies enough to
include one or two gems; others avoid them, since the quality ... one or
two clunkers. YMMV).

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 23:55:19 GMT
From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: WORLDWAR: IN THE BALANCE by Harry Turtledove

	       WORLDWAR: IN THE BALANCE by Harry Turtledove
	 Del Rey, ISBN 0-345-38241-2, January 1994, 488pp, US$21.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   First, a warning: this is the first book of a four-book series.  (
According to what I've heard, the other three are WORLDWAR: TILTING THE
BALANCE [already in Del Rey's hands], WORLDWAR: UPSETTING THE BALANCE [just
finished], and WORLDWAR: FINDING THE BALANCE [still to be written].)
Nowhere on the cover (or inside) does Del Rey warn you of this, and unlike
some first novels which can be read as stand-alone stories, this ends on a
very open-ended note, with little if anything resolved.  Shame on Del Rey
for not warning the reading!  (Oh, and the cover art by Bob Eggleton has
been flip-flopped.  One assumes this is for some arcane marketing reason,
but the result is that all the swastikas are backwards.)

   It is May 1942.  War is raging around the world.  Major Heinrich Jager
is fighting for the Third Reich on the Eastern Front.  George Bagnall is a
flight engineer for the RAF.  Ludmila Gorbunova is a pilot, but for the
Soviet Air Force.  Moishe Russie is a Jew in the Warsaw Ghetto.  Liu Han is
a Chinese peasant woman.  Jens Larssen is an American physicist on the
Manhattan Project.  Sam Yeager us a minor league outfielder and science
fiction fan from Nebraska.  Atvar is the fleetlord of the invading
spaceships of the Race.

   Say what?

   Oh, didn't I mention it?  It seems that in this alternate universe,
lizardlike aliens from outer space invade Earth in 1942.  Needless to say,
this changes the progress of World War II considerably.  Alliances shift in
interesting ways as humans attempt to repel the invaders.  This often
involves uneasy truces and alliances, as countries unite with their
erstwhile (human) enemies to fight the invaders while trying to avoid
conceding any advantage to these (human) enemies that might backfire if and
when the Race is defeated.

   One thing that Turtledove has managed to do is take plot devices and
writing techniques that often fail, and make them work.  For example, the
book starts with a bit of a cliche: the Race surveyed Earth eight hundred
years ago and is amazed at the amount of progress made since then, since
they show change or progress only over periods of millennia rather than
years (for example, between steam engines and powered flight, or between
dynamite and atomic bombs).  But there is further explanation and
elaboration of this as the story progresses and as the history, biology,
and psychology of the Race is revealed.  the result is that there are
REASONS given for this "slowness" on the part of the Race.  That's the
flip-side of an alternate history, I suppose.  An alternate history asks,
"What would have happened if Y had happened instead of X?"  Here Turtledove
asked, "What would have had to have been different for X to happen instead
of Y?"  It's the difference between induction and retroduction (as
described by Charles Peirce).  Detectives use retroduction (also known as
abduction) to figure out what could have led to a certain result; Sherlock
Holmes was famous for it.  It is seen in science fiction, but more common
is the inductive aspect: build a world, then decide what would populate it.
(There's also some rather obvious foreshadowing when the Race complain of
the cold in Poland, in the middle of the summer.)

   The characters on the whole are well fleshed out, though with as many
major characters as WORLDWAR: IN THE BALANCE has, it's not too surprising
that a couple of them are still thinly sketched (undoubtedly some of these
will be further developed in the remaining volumes).  The multiple points
of view do give a very good "global" feel to this book that many alien
invasion stories lacked - how often is everything told through American
eyes, with only passing reference to the rest of the world?  Here the parts
of the world not portrayed are those which are not on a war footing when
the Race arrived, and so have less ability to resist the Race.  (The end
papers contain a list of all the major characters, and some minor ones,
with indications as to which are real and which are fictional creations.  I
would have hoped the latter clarification wasn't necessary, but after
someone asked Connie Willis whether the General Grant character in her
LINCOLN'S DREAMS was real or fictional, one never knows.  And admittedly
some of Turtledove's "real" characters are less famous than others.  At any
rate, I hope Del Rey continues this for the rest of the series - in a story
published over a period of years, some memory joggers are helpful.)

   Turtledove knows how to write a plot and characters that keep the reader
interested and turning the pages.  Whether he can sustain this for two
thousand pages remains to be seen, but this book is at least a good start.

Title:      Worldwar: In the Balance
Author:     Harry Turtledove
City:       New York
Date:       January 1994
Publisher:  Del Rey
Comments:   hardback, US$21
Order Info: ISBN 0-345-38241-2
Pages:      488pp
Series:     Worldwar
Volume:     1

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com
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Date: 12 Jan 94 18:07:41 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Connie Willis

John F Carr <jfc@athena.mit.edu> wrote:
>I just read _Doomsday Book_ and was struck by the similarity of the
>treatment of the university environment in that novel and in her short
>story "In the Late Cretaceous".  Is this her typical style?  (I haven't
>read anything else by her that I could name.)

I merely assumed that her opinion of academic politics hadn't changed
between one work and the next.

>I probably missed some of the intended effect in _DB_, since I used to be
>a change ringer and I still remember much of the terminology (which must
>have been expected to be incomprehensible to most readers, at least in
>America).

Many of us are familiar with the _words_, at least, from reading Sayers's
_The Nine Tailors._ Not that we know what they signify, but then neither
did Sayers at the time.

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 19:21:45 GMTF
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Connie Willis

jfc@athena.mit.edu (John F Carr) writes:
> I just read _Doomsday Book_ and was struck by the similarity of the
> treatment of the university environment in that novel and in her short
> story "In the Late Cretaceous".  Is this her typical style?  (I haven't
> read anything else by her that I could name.)

The academic politics, actually, was the one thing I really didn't like in
The Doomsday Book.  I'm willing to suspend my disbelief enough to accept
time travel, but not enough to accept a community that worked the way
Willis said.

I'm not really familiar with the English academic system; maybe it's true
that department heads there have vastly more power than department heads
here do.  I can't believe, though, that anyone could every have the sort of
absolute, unquestioned power, with no possibility of recourse, that we saw
in the book.  I also can't believe that anyone would ever set up
bureaucratic structures that would lead to the sort of obstacles that the
plot depended on.  This part just seemed very artificial.

(But I liked the book anyway.)

Matthew Austern
matt@physics.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 19:49:41 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Connie Willis

Matt Austern <matt@physics.berkeley.edu> wrote:
>I'm not really familiar with the English academic system; maybe it's true
>that department heads there have vastly more power than department heads
>here do.  I can't believe, though, that anyone could every have the sort
>of absolute, unquestioned power, with no possibility of recourse, that we
>saw in the book.  I also can't believe that anyone would ever set up
>bureaucratic structures that would lead to the sort of obstacles that the
>plot depended on.

I get the feeling that Gilchrist's power-grab would not have succeeded for
more than a few hours _if_ there had not been the NHS quarantine and
accompanying near-martial-law situation going on.  Remember the bit where
the visiting American complains about not being allowed to leave the area,
"In the US you can't interfere with people's civil liberties like that,"
and the Englishman recalls that this attitude cost the US umpteen thousand
deaths in the Pandemic.  The book takes place in a context where the
British health service has, maybe not infinite, but _very_ great authority
in time of emergency.

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 05:54:28 GMT
From: carolync@netcom.com (Jon Jasper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Connie Willis

I just finished _DB_ too.  It seems that her university environment was
frustratingly inept and charming at the same time.  I thought it was a
pretty good effect.  But the padding!  The pace was way too slow and the
same plot points were repeated over and over.  I liked the book overall,
but it could easily have been written in half the pages.

Jon
carolync@netcom.com
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Date: 13 Jan 94 17:16:00 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Connie Willis

Jon Jasper <carolync@netcom.com> wrote:
>I just finished _DB_ too.  It seems that her university environment was
>frustratingly inept and charming at the same time.  I thought it was a
>pretty good effect.  But the padding!  The pace was way too slow

I disagree wholeheartedly.  Without the leisurely pace and the wealth of
detail, you could not have come to know the characters so well, which is
one of the major points of the book.

Cf. Kivrin's comment toward the end: "If I hadn't come, nobody would ever
have known how frightened and brave and irreplaceable they were."

Clearly, your mileage varied...

>and the same plot points were repeated over and over.

It's called "parallel structure."  

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 15:46:37 GMT
From: carolync@netcom.com (Jon Jasper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Connie Willis

djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt) writes:
>It's called "parallel structure."  

Please explain exactly what "parallel structure" means.  It seems to me
that in chapter after chapter Kirvin's thoughts were described with very
little new information added each time...  I can't get sick, I've got to
talk to the guy who found me, why isn't the translator working.  So for the
first half of the book she is just sitting in bed, thinking this same stuff
over and over, and not going out and interacting with all these interesting
14th century types.  Maybe I used the wrong terminology when I said "plot
points", what I meant was, as in my example above, there was a lot of
repetition.

Jon
carolync@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 18:33:24 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Connie Willis

Jon Jasper <carolync@netcom.com> wrote:
>Please explain exactly what "parallel structure" means...

Okay, I mean that what the characters were doing in the 14th century, the
other characters (mutatis mutandis) were doing in the 21st.  [Sorry, if
you don't know Latin, that's "with the necessary changes"]

Part of this is dictated by the nature of mankind and biology; I mean, if
you're going to have an epidemic, it usually starts with one person, and
then a few more fall ill, and then more, and you keep hoping it isn't going
to get worse, but it does.  This happens in both centuries.

And running out of supplies.  And the people who have the authority are off
somewhere and you never do find them.  And the people who are left usurping
authority and making very bad decisions and then spending _the rest of
their lives_ trying to push the blame off onto someone, anyone else.  And
the quiet, consistent goodness of the real saints who don't try to blame
anybody, just keep on working to help other people till they drop in their
tracks.

>....  So for the first half of the book she is just sitting in bed,
>thinking this same stuff over and over, and not going out and interacting
>with all these interesting 14th century types.  ...

Yeah, you might have had more action if her life-threatening 1320 flu had
only lasted twenty-four hours.  But then it would have been a lot less
life-threatening, not to mention believable.

>I used the wrong terminology when I said "plot points", what I meant was,
>as in my example above, there was a lot of repetition.

And you didn't like it.  Okay, tastes differ.

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 94 02:07:13 GMT
From: carolync@netcom.com (Jon Jasper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Connie Willis

Another parallel would be the way in both time periods the medical
treatments followed the same pattern.  Both Kirvin with the plague and Mary
with the flu were trying to treat people but with little success.  They
kept trying everything they knew, but neither had the right cure.  The main
benefit each was able to give was comfort.  Of course technology finally
came through in Mary's time, but it was the quarantine that really
prevented the flu from becoming almost as bad in the future as the plague
was in 1348.  In both time periods the best medical treatment available
still left things a messy miserable business.

Jon
carolync@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 21:29:37 GMT
From: bell@rock.enet.dec.com (Shane L. Bell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Impossible Things - Connie Willis

I bought and read Connie Willis' Impossible Things collection based on
recommendations in this newsgroup and loved it.  I have a couple of
questions about some of the stories that I didn't fully understand.

1) Schwarzschild Radius - Any explanation at all about this one would be
appreciated.  I totally didn't understand the point of this at all.

2) Chance - What do people think about the ending of this one.  What do you
think happens to Elizabeth there at the end.  She's changed the past and
now what's happening to her.  Is that the cold hand of death she feels?

I loved most of the stories especially Ado and Last of the Winnebagos.  I
thought Winter's Tale was very well done as well.  The only ones I didn't
like were In The Late Cretaceous and At the Rialto.  I didn't really
understand the point of In The Late Cretaceous either but didn't care
enough about it to ask people's opinions.

I hope this generates some good discussion.  Thanks for all answers and
comments.

Shane L. Bell
bell@rock.enet.dec.com

------------------------------
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Date: 27 Jan 94 00:06:00 GMT
From: 0003621563@mcimail.com (Variety Boston)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BABYLON 5

Almost as tiresome as the many TV critics trashing "Babylon 5" are those
fans who trash the movie and TV critics.  Since I write movie and TV
criticism professionally, and I *like* SF (both written and media) I offer
the following review that was part of my column which appeared in a few
Massachusetts papers this week.  I hope this will restore the faith of
those who believe it impossible for a "mundane" critic to speak
intelligently of SF:

   William Shatner, in his recent memoir "Star Trek Memories," recalls how
his show got hammered by the critics upon its premiere in 1966.  Now, of
course, everyone professes to have recognized early on that it was a
television classic.
   "Bablylon 5" is a new television series that promises to be every bit as
significant, and some of the national critics are already making it quite
clear that they have a significant blind spot when it comes to science
fiction.  "Babylon 5," a new series being syndicated by Warner Bros.
Television, premieres on channel 38 on Wednesday January 26, with a repeat
on January 30 at 6 p.m.
   Set in the 23rd century, the show is set aboard a space station that
serves as an intergalactic version of the United Nations.  As in real life,
the ambassadors engage in both political and personal intrigues.  The first
episode includes a war where the conquered people announce that they had
"invited" the conquerors in, an assassination attempt, and a "foreign"
policy being held hostage to an Earthside election.  The similarities to
contemporary situations are as pointed as they are intentional.
   Perhaps what makes this the most interesting new show in a season of
science fictional efforts is that creator J.  Michael Straczynski conceives
the show not as a series of disconnected short stories, but as a novel for
television that will (he hopes) unfold over a five year run.  Thus the
first episode is more akin to a first chapter, although it does contain a
story complete in itself.  The show has the potential - and "potential" is
the key word here - to become the science fiction equivalent of "Hill St.
Blues" or "St. Elsewhere."
   But what about all those weird costumes and the strange makeup?  Well,
this is set in a far future where humans interact with species from other
worlds, and it's a treat to see truly ALIEN aliens, who have their own
motives that aren't necessarily understood by the humans.  The Minbari, for
example, were involved in a war with Earth that they were on the verge of
winning when they suddenly sued for peace.  The reason for that bizarre
decision is only one of the plot threads to be explored in future episodes.
   While some feel the need to put down "Star Trek" to build up "Babylon 5"
(or vice versa) they really shouldn't.  Both the current "Star Trek" shows
and "Babylon 5" are head and shoulders above most of what passes for
contemporary TV science fiction.  Indeed, in terms of writing and acting,
these shows are the unheralded gems of current television.
   If you like science fiction, or are willing to come in with an open
mind, you may discover "Babylon 5" is one of the most fascinating
discoveries of the season.

Dan Kimmel
variety@mcimail.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 14:37:16 GMT
From: jrs@netcom.com (John Switzer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon-5 Review in NEWSDAY

Furr@cup.portal.com (George Dalton Madison) writes:
>I just saw _Midnight on the Firing Line_.
>
>All the morons who've been panning _Babylon 5_ are obviously suffering
>from an advanced case of cranio-rectal inversion, willful ignorance, or
>both.
>
>I can't wait for next week.

Sorry, but when this week's episode opened, I just couldn't help but think
of only one thing - Curly of the Three Stooges with his finger in an
electric light socket. They definitely shouldn't put more than one Centauri
in the same room at the same time.

John Switzer
jrs@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 05:42:47 GMT
From: bcoe@trumpet.aix.calpoly.edu (Brian Eirik Coe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon-5 Review in NEWSDAY

   I must say that the review seems pretty close.  It seems that the
creators put to much stock in their F/X and not enough into the writing.  I
have a VERY hard time believing that the sequence of events that they
showed was possible.  And yes, I am a fan of both TNG and Deep Space 9 and
find that Deep Space 9 and Babylon Five have very little in common.  At
least in the first shows we learn enough about the DS9 crew to care about
what happens to them.  Between the pilot movie last year and this one, I
can't even remember most of the characters names!

I suppose it could get better.  After all, Deep Space 9 has had several
clunkers in its year and a half run, and TNG many in its 6 1/2, but with
the stakes raised so high, I can't believe that the script wasn't more
interesting.  I couldn't tell you what it needed specifically I suppose, it
was kind of just there.

One glaring plot oversight, or maybe contrivance, was that the council was
so kept in the dark by ALL sides.  To me, that makes no sense.  At the
least the Terran leaders, who so much wanted to stay out of war, should
have replied instantly.  

Oh well, enough bitching.  I'll give it a few more episodes before I give
it up.  Maybe it will get better.

Brian Eirik Coe

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 07:41:12 GMT
From: psrc@pegasus.att.com (Paul S R Chisholm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: "Midnight on the Firing Line" impressions (no sp**lers)

Pico summary:  My ass hasn't been kicked yet, but I'll be back.

For a first episode, especially with a one year hiatus since the pilot,
very nice indeed.  There's a little room for improvement.  Mr.  Straczynski
has already said this is one of the (relatively) *weakest* of the first six
episodes, so let's see what happens.

The biggest area for improvement in the pilot was a serious case of
exposition-itus.  This is almost completely cured.  The first and last
sequences still suffered, but there's still a lot to explain in this world,
so I guess we'll get some explanations for a while.  The introductions of
the new second-in-command and telepath were done *very* smoothly, thank
you.

(I like Ivanova.  I'm an extremely nice, helpful, easy-going guy...  until
I get overloaded.  Which happens a lot.  Upon which, I become less than
completely polite.  Especially when there are more things I feel
passionately about than I can do something about.  I *like* Ivanova.)

Somethingd still felt... slow?  I don't know if it's pacing (at worst,
uneven), or if the music is nice but lacks punch, or if the cinematography
or editing is a little boring, or what.  I didn't feel drawn intensely into
the story.  I felt, rightly or wrongly, that I could have squeezed out five
or ten minutes, without losing a word of dialog or a single shot.  (Hubris
is a wonderful thing, isn't it?-)

These characters don't act much like ambassadors.  Okay, I'd expect some
"frontier justice" and stress under pressure; but I also expect enmity to
be covered by a veneer of politeness.  The veneer's not there.

The Star Furies moved and fired their engines the way a physics major would
expect; startling!  But it doesn't make tactical sense.  One of the classic
battle situations is combat in a particular location or around a particular
target.  That's what we had in "Midnight."  There are two ways to do this.
One, you can come to a dead halt and fire.  "Dead halt" refers to what
happens to you when you try this tactic.  (Speed is life; objects at rest
tend to rest in pieces.)  Two, you can loop around the target; either
orbiting it or coming near it at one point in each loop.  Straight lines,
which we saw a lot of in "Midnight", are useful neither for evading fire
(too easy to track) nor for staying near the target.  (I'd also expect
"fire and forget" weapons that arc in on a target, without pointing the
Star Fury in exactly the right direction.)

There were some nice twists.  I appreciated the near-total lack of any
explanations!  If you want to really give us pretzel plots, I'm looking
forward to them.

There is (what seems to me) one serious plot hole.  At the Council meeting,
G'Dar presents some evidence.  Lando has evidence that clearly refutes it;
why didn't he present that?  I can explain it away, with some hand waving,
but I shouldn't have to.

Kosh's translator is a neat idea.  I don't buy it; the timing between when
the music starts and stops, and when the translation starts and stops,
didn't seem right.  (The translation should never end before Kosh's native
speech does!)  'Course, it could be that Kosh speaks perfect English, and
the music is just meant to confuse us...

The view from the garden was very impressive, geometrically convincing and
correct, a view from the center of a classic O'Neill cylinder.  But why is
it, the "surface" of B5 as seen from the garden bears no similarity to the
B5 we've seen.

And I would have liked to have seen *somebody* pay for a drink, by laying
out some coins or presenting identification or something.

I was better able to appreciate "Midnight" after I watched it a second
time.  It was good enough to watch two times.  Or three.  Or...

Paul S. R. Chisholm
AT&T Bell Laboratories
AT&T PersonaLink(sm) Services
psrc@pegasus.att.com

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 27 Jan 94 08:26:00 PST
From: "Rodgers, Robert" <RRodgers@unex.ucla.edu>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon-5

  **SPOLIERS FOLLOW***

Last night I watched the eagerly awaited premiere of Babylon-5.  Like much
of television, the major feeling I came away with was disappointment.
 Although I like the "look and feel" of the show, even accepting the
bad-hair day aliens, I have to wonder why the producers hired a
seventh-grader to write the season premiere.  Within the first two minutes,
the Bruce Willis-looking security chief was telling a Centauri "You know
Centauris don't have major arteries in their wrists."  Duh.  I learned in
my first creative writing class that real people tend not to tell each
other things they both know for the benefit of the reader/audience.  My
wife, who is a writer, turned to me and we both said "weak."  It didn't get
any better, with the cliched characters, (The Cop, the Frosty Agressive
Woman Officer, the Deep, Sensitive Captain, the Evil Alien), and the
predictable plot devices, ("You want to come up to my quarters later,
baby?").

I will give this thing another few chances, but the bad writing scares me.
Actors take time to grow into their roles - check out Worf, Riker, and Data
in the ST:TNG pilot but, bad writing is hard to cure short of firing the
writers.  I hope the producers can cure the show, because it has potential,
but if the remaining episodes are as silly as the one last night Babylon 5
will end up on the TV SF junkpile with Space 1999 and Battlestar Galactica.

Rob Rodgers
UCLA Extension

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 14:50:59 GMT
From: jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com (Joel Finkle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5: *****

A definite thumbs up!

The premiere definitely closed up some of the gaps of the pilot:
* The aliens aren't a one-of-everything, we saw more than one Narn and
  Centauri
* The characters are a little deeper - still room for improvement
* Complex plot, more than one thing going at a time

Minor gripes:
* If the place is spinning, windows on the side are *floors* You won't see
  people standing parallel to those windows unless their noses are getting
  squashed.  That's why spinning stations are usually shown as rings: you
  get more usable windows.

* Ivanova is still somewhat wooden (where have I seen her before?  I think
  she was a sarcastic character on some comedy show, or stand-up, but I
  can't place her)

* I'd like to see at least one alien that isn't human in shape and size.
  Why is everything bipedal?

* Sinclair goes out on the raider intercept himself?  OK, there were good
  plot reasons: he needed an excuse to avoid the council, and he had some
  ideas about the backers, but aren't leaders supposed to delegate?

THIS PLACE IS BIG!!! Unlike TNG, there seems to be a lot more room for
stories that range from things like Brin's Uplift books (colonization
issues and ancient civilizations), Laumer's Retief (galactic diplomats),
without getting into the Trek "Who's getting possessed/replaced this week?"

Joel Finkle
Searle R&D
jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 19:18:59 GMT
From: clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon-5 Review in NEWSDAY

jrs@netcom.com (John Switzer) writes:
> Sorry, but when this week's episode opened, I just couldn't help but
> think of only one thing - Curly of the Three Stooges with his finger in
> an electric light socket. They definitely shouldn't put more than one
> Centauri in the same room at the same time.

The word to remember is "Peacock" While the description of "Electric Larry"
rings true (^_^), there is a method to the apparent madness.  If you've
ever seen 17-18th century French nobility (the powdered wigs and clothing
that required hours to don), you'll understand the Centauri (a decadent and
declining race, stuffed full of its own arrogance)

clark@daffy.csee.usf.edu
clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 20:03:02 GMT
From: CDOMS@vax1.umkc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 Favorable review from KC paper

The Kansas City Star paper gave B5 a favorable review.  The by-line was
"Unique 'Babylon 5' looks like a fun space to visit."  Barry Garron the
reviewer states that this is no DS9 ripoff.  He basically gives a synposis
of the show but says this about the show.

"The two-hour "Babylon 5" movie offered viewers an intriguing story and
memorable characters.  The series pilot has all of that, plus an infusion
of humor.
  In the opener, word reaches Babylon 5 that a peaceful argicultural colony
operated by the Centauri has been attacked by an unknown force.  That sets
in motion a whole range of diplomatic reactions, plus additional con
conflicts when some ambassadors disagree with their home governments.

 It adds up to an intertaining mix of Machiavellian scheming, diplomatic
maneuvering and more than a few interpersonal conflicts.  This is one space
station you're likely to want to visit frequently."

Gee, he must have actually watched the show.

Carol Doms
cdoms@umkcvax1
cdoms@vax1.umkc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 18:12:53 GMT
From: Aylott@world.std.com (Chris M Aylott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5: *****

> Minor gripes:
> * If the place is spinning, windows on the side are *floors*. You won't
>   see people standing parallel to those windows unless their noses are
>   getting squashed.  That's why spinning stations are usually shown as
>   rings: you get more usable windows.
>
>Notice that not all the station is spinning but has some spinning sections
>(the spherical/cylindrical sections) and other parts (such as the docking
>bays) which don't spin.  However, even non-spin sections appear to have
>artifical gravity (the docking control room at least appears to be in a
>non-spin section yet has "gravity").

The Docking Control Room IS in a spin section... it's the little window
below the main docking entrance - on the END of the station. That way it
has gravity (probably lighter than at the outside of the station, but not
enough to require expensive special effects work and jumping around <g>)
AND a window to look out of.  I think that's the only window we saw...

>> * Sinclair goes out on the raider intercept himself?  OK, there were
>>   good plot reasons: he needed an excuse to avoid the council, and he
>>   had some ideas about the backers, but aren't leaders supposed to
>>   delegate?

>In this case, Sinclair had experience and additional information which
>needed to applied on the spot.  He knew the fighters would have a C&C
>(Command and Control) ship nearby, guessed that the fighters would use
>a ruse to avoid calling attention to the C&C ship and hoped that he would
>find evidence of the Narn perfidity on-board said ship.  Besides, he
>*is* known as an excellent figher pilot and commander of fighters.

And he seems like he'd much rather be chasing baddies ("Gathering") or
flying fighters than sitting behind his desk... y'know, so would I.

------------------------------
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Date: 27 Jan 94 15:39:22 GMT
From: tobye@athena.mit.edu (Toby Elliott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: +/- Review: Babylon 5 (SPOILERS)

SPOILERS

On the whole: Thumbs generally down, though not as bad as the reviews were
making it out to be. Has potential.

On the + side:

1) Great Graphics. Vastly improved over the pilot. Most of the external
shots were breathtaking, the flying ships were exciting. I agree, though,
that the lines were a little *too* sharp. Not because of atmospheric
disturbance, but I would expect to see some wear and tear from use,
micrometeorites, etc. Not a major complaint, though.
   The one scene that all the graphics went to hell, though, was the garden
scene. The pullback shot was as bad a matte as I've seen in a while.  It
looked as though the actors had about 3 feet of space and then there was a
sheet with some swirls on it. The one in the pilot looked much more
impressive.

2) Some improvement towards the end. Some of the characters seemed to be
warming up to the role. The last two scenes, in particular were nice, even
if the setup for Garibaldi's "Second favorite thing" was a little heavy
handed.

On the - side:

1) For a show that prides itself on "no robots, no cute kids", they managed
to come up with the most gut-wrenchingly annoying character I've ever seen
in SF. In fact, the only character I can remember who annoyed me as much on
TV was Steve Urkel - he was that bad. This is, of course, Londo's second in
command.  What were they thinking?! Why take a bumbling, stupid character,
who mugs for the camera, plays dumb for Londo to explain things and
generally comes across as teeth-gratingly, stomach-churningly annoying, and
make him second to the modern day UN ambassador? If that's the result of
"no cute kids", give me a ship of Wesleys any day. I will gain very little
respect for the program while that character is there. UGH!!!!

2) The acting is still stiff. There's an acute feeling that the actors are
conscious of being actors playing roles, and the whole thing comes across
much more as a play being filmed rather than a story. In particluar, in
scenes where two or three characters are interacting in one of the larger
rooms (the council chamber, one of Londo's rooms), they look like actors
walking across the stage. The two main new characters - Ivanova and the
telepath are particluarly guilty of this, although Sinclair is bad as well.

3) The Vorlon. The musical voice is annoying enough - and it will start to
grate. However, having a character that inscrutable is just silly. IN
general, having a mysterious oracle-like character hanging around is the
sign of a bad show.

4) The plot. It required both incredible stupidity on the part of the
characters (in particluar during Londo's nephew's speech - wasn't it
obviously coerced?  They barely even considered that), and wrapped itself
up all too neatly with 20 minutes to go in the show. It was also a pretty
B-grade plot - acceptable for a pilot or first episode, but they'd better
get better. While we're on the subject...

5) The preview. OK, maybe this is a nitpick, but that was a really stupid
looking preview. They must have hired the SeaQuest writers to come up with
it.

6) Nitpicks:
   The opening monologue was fine for now, but in about three episodes,
it's going to really grating. It's trying to emulate Stewart's opening to
TNG, but lacks both the voice and the sense of excitement that Stewart can
convey.  Let Sinclair read it in his regular voice, or come up with
something new. The shots behind were very nice though. Add another voice
for changing them every episode :)
   The pivot, while a cool maneuver, had its problems. When Sinclair pivots
around, he has a raider ship flying straight at him, but waits a full
second before firing? Why didn't he rapid fire as soon as he was coming out
of the pivot? Why wasn't the rader ship going full guns at a stationary
target?  Why do ships continue to refuse to mount a pursuit deterrent gun
in the rear?  Sinclair lost a little of his "best pilot in the fleet"
credibility on this one. But it did look good.

Not the worse science fiction. Not even the worst science fiction we've
seen this week (MANTIS). But if this is the next great SF show, the future
of SF looks pretty bleak. Frankly, at the moment, I like SeaQuest and DS9 a
lot better.

Toby Elliott
tobye@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 23:46:50 GMT
From: danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ARCHIVE: Babylon 5 answers by Straczynski collection

ANNOUNCING the Babylon 5 JMS answers collection, available for ftp as
"b5_jms_answers.txt" from ftp.uml.edu (preferred) or ftp.hyperion.com
(slower) in the Babylon-5 directory.

From the text introduction:

Answers & Info about Babylon 5    1/26/94 version     B5-JMS-answers.txt

This document contains a selection of actual quotes by J.Michael
Straczynski, creator of Babylon 5, during his tenure online while the
show's pilot and series was in production.

This text, as organized, is intended to be read by people who are recently
getting into Babylon 5, who have read the FAQ, and want to know more.
Plus, there are some fun tidbits you may have missed the first time around.
For a background history of the "universe" of B5, you will want to read the
Babylon 5 Grid Epsilon Log as well.  If you want a _complete_ historical
view of the creation of the pilot and the show, go and read all the JMS
archives.

Some aspects of the document will probably fade away, as the characters or
situations hinted at actually hit the airwaves; the need for the document
may fade away once the 1st season is underway and the episode guides are
around.

The text here is a selection of some of JMS's stories, answers to questions
(paraphrased here), and general remarks.  They are organized as simply as
possible, dashes separating followup remarks.  WARNING: JMS tends to drop
interesting "tidbits" throughout his text - no real spoilers, since those
he's keeping classified but, if you don't want any hints at all, read no
further.

Joe is online frequently, and there are a lot of people online who are
familiar with the B5 universe, but there's no point asking a question that
has been asked before. To make it easier to find an answer to a question,
you can search by keyword for the topic in which you are interested.
Simply search for a word (singular, not plural) preceeded by the "~" mark.
For example, to read all the articles about Ambassador Delenn, search for
"~delenn".  [Index words are always lowercase, with occasional hyphenations
for multi-word terms, like "~twin-peaks", and apostrophies, like "~g'kar".]
An index of all keywords can be found at the END of this document.

If the topic you are looking for is not here, it is probably because I
couldn't find anything recent and substantive to place there.  Or maybe
your question is specific to a recently-aired episode, not Babylon 5 in
general.  Check out recently posted questions and answers on the news
group, or the Grid Epsilon Log for descriptions of characters, races, etc.
that had been introduced in the pilot.

The information in here, though it at one point came from the fingers of
JMS, MAY NO LONGER BE CORRECT.  Remember, a lot of this was written when
the series was supposed to start after the pilot, so there have been a lot
of changes.  There are original typos here, and potentially confusing
lead-ins to some answers, since these are quoted from responses to other
people.  Paraphrase questions are the best guesses at what was actually
asked.

This document contains material Copyright 1992, 1993, 1994 by J. Michael
Straczynski.  He has given permission for his words to be redistributed
online, as long as they are marked as being copyright JMS.

This document is being maintained by dan wood <danwood@netcom.com>, and may
or may not be updated.  Thanks to David "jazz" Navas, Elana Beach, and Kyle
Haight for their assistance on this draft. Comments and additions
encouraged.

Dan Wood
danwood@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 18:53:51 GMT
From: eljay@panix.com (Vincent J. Murphy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: +/- Review: Babylon 5 (SPOILERS)

Toby Elliott <tobye@ATHENA.MIT.EDU> wrote:
>What were they thinking?! Why take a bumbling, stupid character, who mugs
>for the camera, plays dumb for Londo to explain things and generally comes
>across as teeth-gratingly, stomach-churningly annoying, and make him
>second to the modern day UN ambassador? If that's the result of "no cute
>kids", give me a ship of Wesleys any day. I will gain very little respect
>for the program while that character is there. UGH!!!!

   I think both Londo and the aide were badly acted and drawn characters.
The actor playing Londo seemed to have just one acting style: growl and
yell out lines.

>2) The acting is still stiff. There's an acute feeling that the actors are

   Stiff as cardboard. They fired all the good actors from the pilot
apparently.

>   The pivot, while a cool maneuver, had its problems. When Sinclair
>pivots around, he has a raider ship flying straight at him, but waits a
>full second before firing? Why didn't he rapid fire as soon as he was
>coming out of the pivot? Why wasn't the rader ship going full guns at a
>stationary target?  Why do ships continue to refuse to mount a pursuit
>deterrent gun in the rear?  Sinclair lost a little of his "best pilot in
>the fleet" cred on this one. But it did look good.

   This really bugged me. I hear all this stuff about how 'accurate'
the space combat in B5 is, and then I see an example. Why did Sinclair 
even bother to reduce velocity? Why not just turn around? (The silliness
of having no rear firing weapons is just icing on the cake :)). 

   Overall, I give B5 5 goofy Centauri hairdos out of 10. 

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 18:19:15 GMT
From: savoia@sw.stratus.com (Rick Savoia)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5 - thumbs up.

Any show that has 'Duck Dodgers in the 24 1/2 century' as part of it is
definitely a thumbs up for me!  I thought that was great, a reference to
our day, something which Star Trek has always lacked.

I always found it disturbing that everyone in the 24th century world of
Gene Roddenberry read poetry, performed Shakespeare, played in musical
quartets, etc..  I can't believe that other influences would disappear
just like that.

Rick Savoia
savoia@okemo.sqa.stratus.com
Rick_Savoia@vos.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 18:19:45 GMT
From: danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5: *****

Joel Finkle <jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com> writes:
>Minor gripes:
>* If the place is spinning, windows on the side are *floors* You won't

The windows you're talking about are, I assume, in C&C (command and
control).  This is at the far end of the station, near the docking bay,
where indeed looking out the window is perpendicular to the floor.  And
yes, having windows on the floor has been mentioned by JMS, though I don't
think we've seen it yet.

>* I'd like to see at least one alien that isn't human in shape and size.
>Why is everything bipedal?

There are a few non-humanoid characters coming up (n'grath, and a CGI
character).  Also, what about Kosh?  He is _damn_ non-humanish...only we
don't know by how much!!!!!

Oh yeah, here's something JMS wrote about that subject:

      We're taking the position that some things might look
   similar to Earth life, but others won't. n'grath has a fairly
   traditional insectoid look, but that is so pervasive here that
   it's a good chance it'll work out there. On the other hand,
   the pak'ma'ra, which you'll get a good look at in "Legacies,"
   are *quite* different from earth critters. The basic problem,
   of course, is that all we have as a frame of reference, in
   reality, is Earth stuff; we haven't yet seen real alien life.
   So anything we come up with is in some way, however distorted,
   based on what we can conceive of. This is limited by
   experience. This is the problem on ANY level in dealing with
   aliens. Whatever we conceive will never be a fraction of what
   the reality would be.d

>* Sinclair goes out on the raider intercept himself?  OK, there were good
>plot reasons: he needed an excuse to avoid the council, and he had some
>ideas about the backers, but aren't leaders supposed to delegate?

I mostly agree with you...it would be nice to send flunkies out but, JMS
has said that since Sinclair (also Ivanova, also Garabaldi) are pilots,
they'll take any chance to take out a Starfury.  But I believe that
Sinclair will be called for taking so many risky flights when he's supposed
to be in charge of the station...

Dan Wood
danwood@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 17:55:07 GMT
From: michael@softwords.bc.ca (Michael McAleese)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5 - Midnight on the Firing Line

   Being on the net, I heard about Babylon 5 long before I saw the two-hour
pilot movie.  The hyperbole flew, and I was prepared for something quite
exceptional.  Well, the pilot wasn't quite that exceptional, but it did
show a lot of promise.  So last night, fully a year after the eagerly
awaited first movie, I saw the first episode of the series.

   In brief, it looks like they're starting to deliver on their promise.
It's not absolutely flawless, but it was damn good television.  The episode
still had to endure a bit of exposition about the universe and the
characters that was a bit stilted, but the central story itself was
extremely well done.  It moved along at a brisk pace, held my attention
firmly, and contained no major plot holes or inconsistencies.  The visual
effects were stunning, and this time even the score was excellent.

   I'm looking forward to the next episode eagerly!

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 01:39:16 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: query to JMS.......

No offense intended:
 
Is there a reason that Londo's assistant hasn't got a Centauri accent?
 
Is there a reason they speak EA English when alone in their quarters?
(Obviously, if they were speaking Centauri, and we were getting a
 magical translation, we'd hear both of them in unaccented colloquial
 English...     
 I'm also, of course, interested in myth-system cognates; I notice Londo
 swears by the Great Maker, but cheerfully condemns people to "hell."  If
 we're going to excoriate people in alien metaphor, the least we could do
 is something like, "And YOU go straight to Lirdl's Fire Pit, too!"  of
 course, this lacks the pungent efficiency of the original choice of
 words....)

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 13:44:54 GMT
From: geoffb@coos.dartmouth.edu (Geoff Bronner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5 - Midnight on the Firing Line

I saw a lot of promise too. The pilot was such a big disappointment after
all the hype that I refused to expect much from the first few episodes.
The new character introductions were a bit slow but I can live with that.
But I also saw a lot of the same problems with delivery by the cast that
were in the pilot. I can't believe that they hired that many poor actors so
I have to start wondering if there needs to be some sort of major change in
the directing.  All the new members of the cast come off just as wooden as
the people that got cut after the pilot and I've seen some of them act well
in other productions.

Hopefully things will iron out after a few episodes and everyone settles
in.

geoffb@Dartmouth.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 22:26:30 GMT
From: doug@se.com (Doug Swallow)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: query to JMS.......

>Is there a reason that Londo's assistant hasn't got a Centauri accent?
> 
>Is there a reason they speak EA English when alone in their quarters?
>(Obviously, if they were speaking Centauri, and we were getting a 
> magical translation, we'd hear both of them in unaccented colloquial
> English...     
> I'm also, of course, interested in myth-system cognates; I notice Londo
> swears by the Great Maker, but cheerfully condemns people to "hell."  If
> we're going to excoriate people in alien metaphor, the least we could do
> is something like, "And YOU go straight to Lirdl's Fire Pit, too!"  of
> course, this lacks the pungent efficiency of the original choice of
> words...)

I can think of a few reasons, off the top of my head:

(1) Londo learned English from someone who spoke with the accent he now
uses when he speaks English, and Vir learned it from someone else.

(2) Centauri is made up of more than one cultural region and the way a
Centauri speaks English mirrors certain accents and attributes of the way
he/she speaks their own language.

(3) "Hell" may be a direct translation from "Lirdl's Fire Pit" but there
may be other nuances between a term like "god" and "Great Maker" that
prevent one from substituting for the other.

(4) One of the best ways to keep up on using a foreign language is to use
it, even when you're among those who know other common languages, unless
something you want to communicate is beyond either of your present
translational capabilities.

Doug Swallow
7927 Clubhouse Estates Dr.
Orlando, Florida 32819-5026
doug@se.com          

------------------------------
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Date: 16 Jan 94 14:19:50 GMT
From: jseaver@bigwpi.wpi.edu (Jason John Seaver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brisco County Jr. 14 Jan 93 (Spoilers)

   Sort of surprised there isn't much more discussion here after Friday
night's episode, can't much argue about whether the show's sf or not after
THAT one.  

SPOILERS

   I couldn't help but be a bit disappointed by this one.  There seems to
be a pattern here of the show being something of a letdown whenever it
shifts into complete-SF mode.  While "Crystal Hawks" at least was able to
milk a lot of humor out of Sheena Easton's character and "Steel Horses" had
a lot of good moments, "Fountain of Youth" was just too serious throughout
the entire episode.  Almost every joke came from Brisco and Bowler reacting
to the gang of pretty boys, and for a show like ABCjr which bases much of
its appeal on the gags, this wasn't a good sign.  Even the chapter titles,
"Boiling Point" and "Future Shock", were pretty serious.

   As an SF/action program, though, "Fountain of Youth" delivered the
goods.  The chase and the characters participating in it were well thought
out and implemented.

   Now to the ending.  Though the clods at Fox spoiled it when they made
the previews ("...a killer from the future..."), I liked the confrontation
as we found about Bly - how did he know about the orbs, why did he want
them so badly (and why did he seem to know some sort of really effective
martial arts in "Crystal Hawks"?)?  Though there was a certain amount of
cheese involved - "I'm gonna go back to 2506 and rule the Earth!!" - I sort
of knew this was going to be the reasoning behind Bly all along.

    What's left for the show now in the next 8 episodes before its untimely
cancellation?  Even though Bly's out of the picture and Brisco has one orb
(eventually to be two), the show still has some things to do and questions
to answer:

   - Brisco's got to catch EVERYONE who shot his father,
   - Just what are the orbs and where do they come from?
   - What is Brisco County Senior's role in all this?  The bullet was in
     his gun, so he must have had some involvement.
   - What's Brisco supposed to do with the orbs once he gets 'em, and
     what is this "FINAL confrontation with Bly"?

   If I had to guess, I'd say we won't find out until the end of the
series, and even then it'll be left open on the off chance that Fox decides
to give it another chance.  The next new episodes will probably just be
funny western bits with some of Wickwire's inventions.

Jay

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 94 23:48:48 GMT
From: kchang@orion.oac.uci.edu (KC)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brisco County Jr. 14 Jan 93 (Spoilers)

Jason John Seaver <jseaver@bigwpi.WPI.EDU> wrote:
>I couldn't help but be a bit disappointed by this one.  There seems to be
>a pattern here of the show being something of a letdown whenever it shifts
>into complete-SF mode.  While "Crystal Hawks" at least was able to milk a
>lot of humor out of Sheena Easton's character and "Steel Horses" had a lot
>of good moments, "Fountain of Youth" was just too serious throughout the
>entire episode.  Almost every joke came from Brisco and Bowler reacting to
>the gang of pretty boys, and for a show like ABCjr which bases much of its
>appeal on the gags, this wasn't a good sign.  Even the chapter titles,
>"Boiling Point" and "Future Shock", were pretty serious.

Well you must think, first, after FOX picked up the series, they said they
would buy twelve more episodes after the pilot. Well, before you know it,
they opted to buy more so that the total number of episodes would be 24.
Well, by the time they announced it, Brisco was getting close to finishing
episode nine, and so the writers and producers sat down and came up with
plans on how to continue the series up to episode 24 and came up with a
conclusion but not definite and so they worked on that until something
definite of a storyline. This happens to be a transitional storyline where
the orb sub plot dominated the main plot so they can advance the story a
bit further and yet keep at a pace to stretch the series a bit, and let
Brisco and Bowler do other stuff on their 'adventures' (remember, this is
the 'Adventures' of Brisco County Jr.). And I think now they are going to
concentrate more on the other gang members and hopefully bring back Pete
Hunter (Pete, where are you when the show needs you?).  This show is not
the typical show anyway. It is more like a transitional phase to keep
watchers watching and viewing and also to keep the ratings up, especially
on a Friday night.

>As an SF/action program, though, "Fountain of Youth" delivered the goods.
>The chase and the characters participating in it were well thought out and
>implemented.

Yeah, though I wish the actress who played Lily was a bit better. She was
so stale throughout the show, I nearly thought she was an extra. They could
have cast someone better than her (unless it happened to be the person who
won a trip to the Brisco County Jr. set and get a chance to act in it, I
remember a friend telling me some girl won it). Anyway, this episode really
boosted the sub plot of the orb forward, faster than I thought the series
would take it, and now, the show can take its time with other major stuff.

>Now to the ending.  Though the clods at Fox spoiled it when they made the
>previews ("...a killer from the future..."), I liked the confrontation as
>we found about Bly - how did he know about the orbs, why did he want them
>so badly (and why did he seem to know some sort of really effective
>martial arts in "Crystal Hawks"?)?  Though there was a certain amount of
>cheese involved - "I'm gonna go back to 2506 and rule the Earth!!" - I
>sort of knew this was going to be the reasoning behind Bly all along.

Well, info like this helps move the plot forward and yet give info to the
background of people. The writer was new and I'm not sure if she knew what
she was writing, but then, this was the first female writer for this
series, so that can explain why. *shrug*

>What's left for the show now in the next 8 episodes before its untimely
>cancellation?  Even though Bly's out of the picture and Brisco has one orb
>(eventually to be two), the show still has some things to do and questions
>to answer:

Actually, the series will have 27 episodes total for this season, not
including the pilot. The last one was episode 16 (sans pilot, episode 17 if
you think pilot is episode 1), so there will be 11 more episodes pushed in
between repeats here and there. Anyway, from what I hear, FOX will be
picking up the show for a second season and there will be no cancellation.
The producers are already doing their jobs of trying to get a plan for the
second season, from what I hear.  Bly is not out of the picture, fully.
There is one more Bly to deal with.  Remember he is from the future, which
means Bly is not born yet. I have a really strange feeling that Brisco will
be going to the future to stop Bly from going through the time machine and
going to the 19th century.

>   - Brisco's got to catch EVERYONE who shot his father,

Yeah, they are still loose out there. ;)

>   - Just what are the orbs and where do they come from?

They are alien objects that came from the sky. 3 came down.

>   - What is Brisco County Senior's role in all this?  The bullet was in

He is the marshall who caught Bly and his gang of outlaws.

>     his gun, so he must have had some involvement.

He knew a bit about the orb, but I'm not sure how the writers will deal
with this issue. Lots of us are thinking that Brisco County Sr. is from the
future as well but got warped farther than Bly and that is why he is older
than Bly. *shrug*

>   - What's Brisco supposed to do with the orbs once he gets 'em, and
>     what is this "FINAL confrontation with Bly"?

He has to harness its powers. He is destined with the orbs to confront Bly,
probably in the future where Bly comes from.

>   If I had to guess, I'd say we won't find out until the end of the
>series, and even then it'll be left open on the off chance that Fox
>decides to give it another chance.  The next new episodes will probably
>just be funny western bits with some of Wickwire's inventions.

You may never know what will happen with the orb and Bruce Campbell is not
saying anything as of yet. All that he is saying is that he is promoting
the series.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 22:36:56 GMT
From: jseaver@bigwpi.wpi.edu (Jason John Seaver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brisco County Jr. 14 Jan 93 (Spoilers)

KC <kchang@orion.oac.uci.edu> wrote:
>Yeah, though I wish the actress who played Lily was a bit better. She was
>so stale throughout the show, I nearly thought she was an extra. They
>could have casted someone better than her (unless it happened to be the
>person who won a trip to Brisco County Jr set and get a chance to act in
>it, I remember a friend telling me some girl won it). Anyway, this episode
>really boosted the sub plot of the orb forward, faster than I thought the
>series would take it, and now, the show can take its time with other major
>stuff.

   She did seem kind of wooden, didn't she?  The show didn't do nearly as
much with the story as it could have done; she's got an aging adult son who
might look upon her actions with severe disapproval.

   As to getting on with other major stuff, how about a couple of stand-
alone episodes that aren't much more than entertaining before getting back
into the major plotlines.

>Actually, the series will have 27 episodes total for this season, not
>including the pilot. The last one was episode 16 (sans pilot, ep 17 if you
>think pilot is ep 1), so there will be 11 more episodes pushed in between
>repeats here and there. Anyway, from what I hear, FOX will be picking up
>the show for a second season and there will be no cancellation. The
>producers are already doing their jobs of trying to get a plan for the
>second season, from what I hear.

   I thought that about Alien Nation, the only other show Fox has had with
the same level of quality as Brisco.  We all know what sort of atrocities
Fox committed THERE at the end of the season.  Fox hasn't completely thrown
in the towel yet, and is still promoting the show rather than quietly
running the episodes it's ordered and then allowing the show to disappear.

>Bly is not out of the picture, fully. There is one more Bly to deal with.
>Remember he is from the future, which means Bly is not born yet. I have a
>really strange feeling that Brisco will be going to the future to stop Bly
>from going thru the time machine and going to the 19th century.

   I hope not.  I don't want to second-guess the producers who've done a
bang-up job so far, but part of the show's charm is that it is, despite all
the weirdness, a western.  Tampering with a winning formula can be
dangerous.

>>   - Just what are the orbs and where do they come from?
>
>They are alien objects that came from the sky. 3 came down.

   Then where's the third (I missed the pilot and premiere, as well as a
couple others)?  Brisco's got one now, and will get one when he returns to
the end of AKA Kansas...  What happened to the other one?

>>   - What is Brisco County Senior's role in all this?  The bullet was in
>>     his gun, so he must have had some involvement.
>He knew a bit about the orb, but I'm not sure how the writers will deal
>with this issue. Lots of us are thinking that Brisco County Sr. is from
>the future as well but got warped farther than Bly and that is why he is
>older than Bly. *shrug*

   Again, I don't know how I feel about this.  The "ordinary guy who gets
caught up in strangeness" theme works pretty well for me, but if it's
handled well...  Maybe the Countys have been guarding the orbs and objects
of their ilk for a loooong time, and have more or less forgotten their
duty, but are somehow attracted to it nonetheless...

>>   - What's Brisco supposed to do with the orbs once he gets 'em, and
>>     what is this "FINAL confrontation with Bly"?
>
>He has to harness its powers. He is destined with the orbs to confront
>Bly, probably in the future where Bly comes from.

   Again, I hope not, but whatever.  I wouldn't THINK Bly could use the orb
from inside, but he's got plenty of time to think about how to go about it.

Jay

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 23:34:26 GMT
From: Mark.Jones@f34.n105.z1.fidonet.org (Mark Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brisco County Jr.

    Is it just me (and my fellow Brisco watchers), or is Bly really the bad
actor (and dull character) he appears to be?
    Virtually *any* of his henchmen would be far more entertaining foils
for Brisco.  Pete, in particular, would do better.
    When Bly dropped out of sight for a while, and Brisco was chasing
various of his minions every episode, I hoped that the producers had
realized what an abominable choice they'd made for Bly and were going to a)
quietly drop him entirely, or b) replace him with someone else.
    Apparently not, though.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 06:04:41 GMT
From: kchang@orion.oac.uci.edu (KC)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brisco County Jr. 14 Jan 93 (Spoilers)

Jason John Seaver <jseaver@bigwpi.WPI.EDU> wrote:
>She did seem kind of wooden, didn't she?  The show didn't do nearly as
>much with the story as it could have done; she's got an aging adult son
>who might look upon her actions with severe disapproval.

Yeah, but I have no idea what they were doing with this anyway. Because,
this was filmed in November, so, I remember them doing a casting call
sometime in October, so...who knows? *shrug*

>As to getting on with other major stuff, how about a couple of stand-
>alone episodes that aren't much more than entertaining before getting back
>into the major plotlines.

Hmm, main plot is the capture of all of Bly's men and Bly himself. The rest
were just fillers, but they do add a lot of character to everyone.

>I thought that about Alien Nation, the only other show Fox has had with
>the same level of quality as Brisco.  We all know what sort of atrocities
>Fox committed THERE at the end of the season.  Fox hasn't completely
>thrown in the towel yet, and is still promoting the show rather than
>quietly running the episodes it's ordered and then allowing the show to
>disappear.

Yep, from what I hear, and I think the producers know it as well which is
why they are hustling and bustling to get it even more promoted and work
out for stuff later on. I mean why send out actors to promote something
that in the end will be cancelled?

>Then where's the third (I missed the pilot and premiere, as well as a
>couple others)?  Brisco's got one now, and will get one when he returns to
>the end of AKA Kansas...  What happened to the other one?

One of them blew up, forgot which episode but it blew up. So there are two
left, one the future Brisco has, and one the current Brisco has.

>Again, I don't know how I feel about this.  The "ordinary guy who gets
>caught up in strangeness" theme works pretty well for me, but if it's
>handled well...  Maybe the Countys have been guarding the orbs and objects
>of their ilk for a loooong time, and have more or less forgotten their
>duty, but are somehow attracted to it nonetheless...

You may never know what is to be expected of this.

>Again, I hope not, but whatever.  I wouldn't THINK Bly could use the orb
>from inside, but he's got plenty of time to think about how to go about
>it.

Who knows? Explanations are hard to get especially when it occurs around
something that is not fully western.

kchang@orion.oac.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 06:20:48 GMT
From: cleavy@pangea.stanford.edu (Cleavy McKnight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brisco County Feb. 4 episode title & info

Since some folks have been asking for episode titles, and since the Dallas
Morning News printed them this week (they don't, always), I present the
following as a public service:

Title: "Hard Rock"
Description: "Brisco and Bowler try to stop a man from harassing Bowler's
old flame, who resists his attempt to extort protection money for her cafe
in a town called Hard Rock"
Lenore .................... JoNell Kennedy
Hondo ..................... Nicolas Surovy
Whip ...................... Jeff Phillips
Viva ...................... Gary Hudson
[Description from TV Guide]

------------------------------
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Date: 19 Jan 94 23:45:52 GMT
From: kchang@orion.oac.uci.edu (KC)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brisco County Jr.

Mark Jones <Mark.Jones@f34.n105.z1.fidonet.org> wrote:
>    Is it just me (and my fellow Brisco watchers), or is Bly really the
>bad actor (and dull character) he appears to be?

Billy Drago is a great actor for the role of Bly. He can really carry that
ambiance of evil, yet remain perfectly calm and collected throughout
without resorting to that evil side that is apparent in most bad guys in
older westerns. But I do like John Bly, every little bit of info on Bly
adds to the effect of the story and makes him more appealing. But now with
the orb sub-plot advanced far forward, they series can now concentrate on
the others of Bly's gang and other minor sub-plots that people want to know
about.  Anyway, with a second season coming in for AoBCJr., you may not
know what will happen with the plot thus far. All I hear is that the
producers are rushing around getting ready for the season ending, which is
pretty soon, either by the end of this month or by beginning of February,
and also as well, preparing for next season slots of episodes. So, we shall
see what they do with John Bly.

>    Virtually *any* of his henchmen would be far more entertaining foils
>for Brisco.  Pete, in particular, would do better.

Actually, I want Pete Hunter back too. I don't know why they didn't bring
him back after the "Socrates' sister" episode. Hmm, but I think they will
soon. I hope.

>    When Bly dropped out of sight for a while, and Brisco was chasing
>various of his minions every episode, I hoped that the producers had
>realized what an abominable choice they'd made for Bly and were going to
>a) quietly drop him entirely, or b) replace him with someone else.

Doubtful, remember that actors have other things to do too.

>   Apparently not, though.

Well, let's continue to watch the series, then, shall we?

kchang@orion.oac.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 23:33:38 GMT
From: ghost@openage.com (Glenn Host)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brisco County Jr.

Mark.Jones@f34.n105.z1.fidonet.org (Mark Jones) writes:
>   Is it just me (and my fellow Brisco watchers), or is Bly really the bad
>actor (and dull character) he appears to be?

I agree the character is extremely boring but that is not necessarily the
actor's fault.  It may be written and/or directed that way.

Glenn E. Host
Reston, VA

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 05:33:00 GMT
From: FILESFR@steffi.uncg.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: M.A.N.T.I.S.

I thought that M.A.N.T.I.S. had a few interesting plot ideas, but I was
definitely not part of the target audience.  Does anybody but me feel that
the basic feel of the movie would have been better suited to Batman, with
or without paralysis and a M.A.N.T.I.S. type suit?

Fred Files

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 11:26:03 GMT
From: phin@west.darkside.com (Phineas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "M.A.N.T.I.S." premiere Monday on Fox

I didn't expect it to have a cast of mostly black people, and I thought
this aspect of it was very cool... that the promos didn't tip off or try to
exploit this aspect of it at all (from what I saw).  It's nice to have a
black superhero for the nineties.  However, beyond that I was underwhelmed.
The sfx were kind of cheesy (in the flying sequences, the foreground
'flying' objects didn't quite match the background at all in terms of
resolution, lighting, etc.) and the characters and dialogue were very
predictable.  I thought that last dialogue bit about 'a peaceful world
doesn't exist' was extremely predictable, I saw it coming a mile away.  I
did like the Sam Raimi cameo though...  But a non-violent superhero who
can't even stand to be punched very hard before he 'shorts' out is kind of
boring.  Sigh.  I'd say it was a nice try, an interesting failure, but I
won't be planning on seeing it again.

Phineas

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 06:37:07 GMT
From: yoda@soda.berkeley.edu (Sean "Yoda" Rouse)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Did Bernard Hermann get score credit? (was Re: M.A.N.T.I.S.)

I only watched the last half hour (looking for a friend who got a bit
part).  I was not impressed.  However:

During the Chopper fight I could clearly hear Bernard Hermann's score from
North by Northwest.  Was he credited?

Sean Rouse
yoda@soda.berkeley.edu
...!ucbvax!soda!yoda  

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 13:26:57 GMT
From: jmrots@bb1t.monsanto.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: M.A.N.T.I.S.

FILESFR@steffi.uncg.edu writes:
> I thought that mantis had a few interesting plot ideas, but I was
> definitely not part of the target audience.  Does anybody but me feel
> that the basic feel of the movie would have been better suited to Batman,
> with or without paralysis and a M.A.N.T.I.S. type suit?

Correct, few good ideas, that's it.

I wasn't impressed by the play of the actors.  Special effects were cheap.
It's going to take some work before they can make it good.  Let's wait for
the next one and decide.  

Jean
JMROTS@BB1T.MONSANTO.COM

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 13:54:23 GMT
From: savoia@sw.stratus.com (Rick Savoia)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "M.A.N.T.I.S." premiere Monday on Fox

Quite possibly the WORST science fiction show yet.  Wooden acting, a
disjointed plot, just terrible.

Rick Savoia
savoia@okemo.sqa.stratus.com
Rick_Savoia@vos.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 19:43:40 GMT
From: tnutter@spcfs2.nsc.com (Ted Nutter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: M.A.N.T.I.S. 

I caught the last 30 minutes of this 'film' last night.  It has to be one
of the worst movies I have seen in a long time.  It wasn't camp, I don't
know what it was!  The acting was at best stiff, the sfx were plastic
models thrown into cardboard buildings - HORRIBLE!  Unfortunately it wasn't
funny-bad it was sad-bad.  I am really shocked Sam Raimi did this, since I
liked his work on Darkman.

Ted

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 20:53:01 GMT
From: loh@fraser.sfu.ca (Keith Meng-Wei Loh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: M.A.N.T.I.S.

Sam Raimi produced it, so maybe it wasn't all his fault. Actually, it was
okay given the way that TV SF usually is on networks. Not bad directing.
The FX were admittedly a little shaky. The scenes of the M.A.N.T.I.S. car
flying around the city reminded me of the end of REPO MAN. The two African
sidekicks of the M.A.N.T.I.S. doctor guy were really irritating.
Otherwise, it was a different story, not exciting enough for me to tune in
again if indeed it is a series.

Keith Loh
loh@sfu.ca
Simon Fraser University

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 20:53:39 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Did Bernard Hermann get score credit?

yoda@soda.berkeley.edu (Sean Rouse) writes:
> I only watched the last half hour (looking for a friend who got a bit
> part).  I was not impressed.  However:

Ditto.  Genius builds physically vulnerable power pack.  Genius builds
non-waterproof device and stakes his life on it...

> During the Chopper fight I could clearly hear Bernard Hermann's score
> from North by Northwest.  Was he credited?

No, you couldn't.  The orchestral effect was specifically chosen to emulate
the B.H. score, but did NOT follow the same chord progression series...
quite.
 
Think of it as a tip of the hat to Hitchcock and B.H., rather than theft,
since it was original music.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 21:51:43 GMT
From: djw@wang.com (David Weinstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "M.A.N.T.I.S." premiere Monday on Fox

I dont know. I kind of watched in fascinated horror, kind of like the
operation show on the learning channel, really horrible but in some way too
fascinating to turn off. :) Its problems aside I thought it was cool that
they have a black superhero with his African sidekicks and the gang thing
to make it topical (yet cliched). It really made me think of a comic book
come to life.  I may watch it again. I'll have to see what's on the
operation channel that night! :)

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 01:33:49 GMT
From: data@metronet.com (Mike Golobay)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: M.A.N.T.I.S. (Sam Raimi's TV movie)

Ted Nutter <tnutter@spcfs2.nsc.com> wrote:
>I caught the last 30 minutes of this 'film' last night.  It has to be one
>of the worst movies I have seen in a long time.  It wasn't camp, I don't
>know what it was!  The acting was at best stiff, the sfx were plastic
>models thrown into cardboard buildings - HORRIBLE!  Unfortunately it
>wasn't funny-bad it was sad-bad.  I am really shocked Sam Raimi did this,
>since I liked his work on Darkman.

I agree most emphatically!

In addition, I found the movie to be quite racist and thought the continual
redefinition of the black/white boundaries to be nauseating.  I'd rather
watch commercials.

Mike Golobay
data@metronet.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 00:19:50 GMT
From: jrs@netcom.com (John Switzer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "M.A.N.T.I.S." premiere Monday on Fox

savoia@sw.stratus.com (Rick Savoia) writes:
>Quite possibly the WORST science fiction show yet.  Wooden acting, a
>disjointed plot, just terrible.

But you have to admit that it had a "Message" - I counted 23 explicit
references to race in the first 10 minutes or so alone, and they just kept
coming and coming and coming. Fine, though perhaps network TV needs a
"Black" superhero TV show, but M.A.N.T.I.S.? The only reference I saw to
why it's "M.A.N.T.I.S." was that it spelled out some techno-goobledygook
name.

Geez, maybe you want to inspire kids and get them off the street, but
M.A.N.T.I.S.? I mean, was the doctor really sitting there alone thinking
"I've got to inspire fear in the criminal element and hope in everyone
else, but what creature does that? Mantis! Yeah, that's the ticket!
Everybody knows the mantis is a force for good!"

Or was he sitting around a la Bruce Wayne thinking "criminals are a
cowardly and superstitious lot" when a mantis came bursting through the
window? Or maybe he got bitten by a radioactive mantis, which would explain
why he's got hypnotic powers, just like a mantis.

Weak, really weak.

John Switzer
jrs@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 04:03:57 GMT
From: pw@crl.com (Peter Wadsworth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: M.A.N.T.I.S. (Sam Raimi's TV movie)

Ted Nutter (tnutter@spcfs2.nsc.com) wrote:
> I caught the last 30 minutes of this 'film' last night.  It has to be one
> of the worst movies I have seen in a long time.

I agree!  Outside of Ted Raimi's cute cameo, it was dogmeat.  Turns out, of
course, that Sam didn't direct - he just co-wrote the screenplay.  All the
same, I'm embarrassed for him... hope Hercules is much better!  This was
typical, commercial tripe. 

Peter Wadsworth
pw@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 15:26:22 GMT
From: jorge@clark.net (Jorge DeLaCruz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: M.A.N.T.I.S.

Keith Meng-Wei Loh (loh@fraser.sfu.ca) wrote:
> Sam Raimi produced it, so maybe it wasn't all his fault. Actually, it was
> okay given the way that TV SF usually is on networks. Not bad directing.
> The FX were admittedly a little shaky. The scenes of the M.A.N.T.I.S. car
> flying around the city reminded me of the end of REPO MAN. The two
> African sidekicks of the M.A.N.T.I.S. doctor guy were really irritating.
> Otherwise, it was a different story, not exciting enough for me to tune
> in again if indeed it is a series.

   The racist bit got to me. The reporter kept refering to the white guy
next to him as a racist.  I'm surprised that one of the villains was black.
I think they made to much of it.  The town can't be to racist.  Most of the
town folk were black, most of the reporters were black.  The only whites
were the reporters' boss, the old pathologist (sp?), and the mayor
wanna-be.
 
   What I liked.  I liked the sidekicks, they were funny.  I liked the
female pathologist. I liked that the suit isn't prefect, Power Pack not
well protected, shorted by water.

   Dislike (besides all the racism). The fact that he caught the doctor
with the car was lame, she should have bounced and fallen on the pavement.
The guy in the gym, the only black guy I liked on the show, should have
been given a 'M' phone as well.

Jorge

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 14:32:54 GMT
From: d-thiel@uiuc.edu (David Thiel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Mantis" premiere Monday on Fox

jrs@netcom.com (John Switzer) writes:
>Geez, maybe you want to inspire kids and get them off the street, but
>Mantis? I mean, was the doctor really sitting there alone thinking "I've
>got to inspire fear in the criminal element and hope in everyone else, but
>what creature does that? Mantis! Yeah, that's the ticket!  Everybody knows
>the mantis is a force for good!"
>
>Or was he sitting around a la Bruce Wayne thinking "criminals are a
>cowardly and superstitious lot" when a mantis came bursting through the
>window? Or maybe he got bitten by a radioactive mantis, which would
>explain why he's got hypnotic powers, just like a mantis.

Oh, I don't know, if you were going to take on an animal persona in order
to strike fear, an insect isn't really a bad choice. Our hero is obviously
a "preying" MANTIS - preying on criminals. (Yeah, it's hokey, I know.)

I watched the last 30 minutes of the show the night it premiered, and
pretty much agreed with the other reviews on the net: cheesy effects,
indifferent action and a superhero who can be taken out by a garden hose.

Now that I watched it all from the beginning, I have to admit that I liked
it well enough. The hero had an interesting look and some nifty gadgets.
Despite the sometimes poor special effects, I preferred the "MANTISmobile"
to the Viper. I also appreciated the primarily African-American cast in
roles that weren't relegated to the usual drug pushers and inner city
youths. (They were there, yes, but there were also doctors and TV reporters
and self-made millionaires all the types one expects in a superhero story.)
While I missed the trademark Sam Raimi humor and wished for a faster-paced
show, I think it was a fair attempt at comic book-style action - not nearly
as good as THE FLASH, but much better than SPIDERMAN or THE HUMAN TARGET.

David Thiel
d-thiel@uiuc.edu                      

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 18:36:20 GMT
From: jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com (Joel Finkle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: M.A.N.T.I.S.

Not one white major character lived through the pilot (and there was only
one to begin with).  Strange, you'd think they'd try to attract a wider
audience.  Having young Africans man the 'batcave' is a slightly different
twist on Batman's Alfred, but it's definitely a call back to the Adam West
days.  Actually, with the long coat (and truly awful tie), it's closer to
the Green Hornet, no?  I'll consider watching this regularly, but I won't
change my schedule for it.  The Mantis-mask really needs to cover more of
his face.

Joel Finkle
Searle R&D
jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 18:26:20 GMT
From: virgo@metter.fmpmis.metter.com (P. Virgo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What I think M.A.N.T.I.S needs....

Well, we all have been subject to the viewing of MANTIS and based on the
slams, we can all pretty much agree that it needs help. I like the idea of
a black superhero, how he becomes MANTIS (his conservative ways, his
shooting and feeling let down by the "forces" he so supported, his
"conversion", though that whole thing could've been better defined).

Before we pick the idea to pieces and demand it be pureed, let's remember -
first runs of Lois&Clark, Seaquest DSV,Star Trek:TNG/DS9,all pretty much
started out with bad episodes (oh yeah, Viper - LET'S NOT FORGET VIPER.
AAAACKKKK!).

To make this show work,IMHO, some things need to be addressed:

1. The sidekicks - too jolly.  If they were more of a quiet/brilliant pair
than a jolly/brilliant pair, I could like them better. Try to keep them
in mystery - not know how they and the doctor came together 'til maybe a
later episode.

2. Work on those special effects.

3. Characters - the pretty pathologist wasn't bad but, we need more emoting
from her.  I'd like the doc(MANTIS), to take on a more arrogant style to
his regular side with a slight self-righteous attitude when he becomes
MANTIS - he feels that it's up to him to change the world, or try.  All
other stock characters need better definitions as well.

4. The premise for tackling urban problems is nice but, let's not wear it
out toooo much. An occasional megalomaniac (a la Joker) with a villainous
flair would be nice,too. Some of these villains could be at the root of
some of the problems, if you want to mix it up like that.

5. Somebody get MANTIS a better setup in the outfit dept.

6. Good plots/storylines/dialogue - that goes with the territory.

All I can think of here...any other ideas??? Those that may better
define/detail what I've said???

It's a nice idea but, like other SF shows, it needs to define itself better
AND keep the interest of the viewers.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	 Television - M.A.N.T.I.S. (5 msgs) & SeaQuest (5 msgs) &
                      Alien Nation & Knight Rider 2010 (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 10:36:37 GMT
From: billdill@kaiwan.com (William Dill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What I think M.A.N.T.I.S needs....

> Well, we all have been subject to the viewing of MANTIS and based on the
> slams, we can all pretty much agree that it needs help. I like the idea
> of a black superhero, how he becomes MANTIS(his conservative ways, his
> shooting and feeling let down by the "forces" he so supported, his
> "conversion",though that whole thing could've been better defined).

First off I was involved with the production so I'm extremely biased.  I
was the cinematographer.  However, yours is the first thoughtful evaluation
of the show I've seen here on the net.
 
I agree that the show needed some work on many levels, but compared to much
of the TV I see, I felt pretty good about the look at least.  I'm actually
pretty brutal about evaluating what I do.  That's the only way to grow.
      
However, I've learned some of the limits that TV places on the creative
process.  This was the first TV show of this size ($3 Million budget) that
I've done.  I also did a little movie called Sidewalk Stories ($200,000).
We had total freedom.  After all what was the risk?
 
> To make this show work, some things need to be addressed
 
> 1. The sidekicks - too jolly.  If they were more of a quiet/brilliant
> pair than a jolly/brilliant pair, I could like them better. Try to keep
> them in mystery - not know how they and the doctor came together 'til
> maybe a later episode.
 
I agree.  They came off a bit thin.  I thought it was interesting, though,
that they spoke Kiswahili (an African language) I've never seen that on TV.
 
> 2. Work on those special effects.
 
They were pretty dreadful.  Especially the rear projection work.  I was
pretty furious but in their defense, they were working on a vastly
increased workload with a fixed budget.
 
> 3. Characters - the pretty pathologist wasn't bad but, we need more
> emoting from her
 
She showed a rather limited range of emotions from hostile to pissed.
She's a better actor than that.  The script didn't help.  This is not
uncommon of roles written for women by men.
 
> I'd like the doc(MANTIS),to take on a more arrogant style to his regular
> side with a slight self-righteous attitude when he becomes MANTIS - he
> feels that it's up to him to change the world, or try.
 
Don't know if I agree with you on this.  I thought he was the most well
constructed character.  I like the fact that He was conservative.  On the
other hand that's kind of like a counter characterization. (Blacks are
usually portrayed on TV as Liberal so how can we make him different...
Let's see maybe we should make him... Conservative!  Yeah, that's it.)
There was still something about him I liked.  Maybe it was Carl's handling
of the character more than what was written for him.
 
I saw a review that I agreed with that said that the effecting of his voice
hurt the character.  I couldn't agree more.  The mask took away the most
powerful tool an actor has - his face. Then the voice effect took away the
second most power tool - his voice.
 
> 4. The premise for tackling urban problems is nice but, let's not wear it
> out toooo much. An occasional megalomaniac (a la Joker) with a villainous
> flair would be nice, too. Some of these villainss could be at the root of
> some of the problems, if you want to mix it up like that.
 
That megalomania of Mantis' foes was definitely discussed.  That was one of
the problems with this show.  Who was his foe?  I never quite figured that
out.  What bothered me even more was the idea of a non-violent super hero.
I think that took away a most of the dramaric tension of the show.  There
was no real sense of danger surrounding him (Unless you count the many
garden hoses he passed in his travels.)
 
> 5. Somebody get MANTIS a better setup in the outfit dept.
 
I liked it.  It bugged me though that he was so physically vulnerable.
(Water knocks the mask out?) The idea was that he was still supposed to be
working on the suit.  That bugged me.  It contradicted his status as this
genius guy who can do no wrong in the technology department.
 
> 6. Good plots/storylines/dialogue - that goes with the territory.
 
It's difficult to develop a show like Mantis.  Some of this has to do with
the fact that, though it had comic elements, this show was not a comedy.
It seems to be a lot easier for network to commit to black shows that are
broad comedies like Martin or Sinbad.
 
Basically, I think it was a noble effort, no worse than many I've seen that
are now on the air.  They're out there figuring out how to make their shows
work, making lots of money for their creative personnel.
 
My views are my own.  I no longer have any connection to the production. 
 
Darn it.
 
Regards, 

Bill Dill

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 15:57:55 GMT
From: matt@peewee.chinalake.navy.mil (Y.E.T.A.N.O.T.H.E.R. Pratt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: M.A.N.T.I.S. (Sam Raimi's TV movie)

Mike Golobay (data@metronet.com) wrote:
>In addition, I found the movie to be quite racist and thought the
>continual redefinition of the black/white boundaries to be nauseating.
>I'd rather watch commercials.

I'm glad I'm not the only one offended by the racist tone of this movie!  I
especially took offense in the scene where the older (white male)
pathologist harangues the young (black female) pathologist as being only an
"affirmative action hiree" (not exact, but that kind of thing) because she
found something that proved that "the poor black gang member" didn't
accidently OD.  Racism in this country is already bad enough.  I expected a
little more than this.  It was directed by Eric Laneauville (the young,
smaller orderly from St.  Elsewhere), and I expected more than the "it's
all a plot by the white man" theme that pervaded the show.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 15:53:31 GMT
From: jseaver@bigwpi.wpi.edu (Jason John Seaver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "M.A.N.T.I.S." premiere Monday on Fox

   Y'know, I rather liked this movie.  I have trouble believing that
M.A.N.T.I.S.  is getting panned so badly while TekWar seemed to be getting
better- than-average reviews, when that actually induced physical pain in
the room I watched it in.

   I enjoyed it, but I think they should have cleaned the end up a little
when they found out that it would just be a TV-movie, not a series.

   Question: Do all Sam Raimi superheroes wear ties while on duty?  MANTIS
did, and I think I remember Darkman doing it to.  Whatever, it really is
amusing and different.

   Was kind of nice to see black people speaking plain English on Fox, too.

Jay

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 15:50:16 GMT
From: pautler@ils.nwu.edu (David Pautler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: M.A.N.T.I.S. (Sam Raimi's TV movie)

matt@peewee.chinalake.navy.mil wrote:
> It was directed by Eric Laneauville (the young, smaller orderly from St.
> Elsewhere)...

I didn't notice who the director was.  But did you notice that Laneuville
made a cameo as the police officer?  He was the one making out the report
based on Sam Raimi's character's story (Sam's character attended "the
University of Venus").  Director and producer making cameos in the same
scene.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 23:37:50 GMT
From: kchang@orion.oac.uci.edu (KC)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: M.A.N.T.I.S

It is quite interesting. Too bad it could have been better and I could see
it improving a whole lot, if someone proofread the teleplay before they
filmed it. For one thing, Raimi, when he writes by himself, tends to really
love progressive dialogue and progressive scenes, which tends to make them
stale and/or corny. In this case, half of the movie was such, and I would
have loved to have edited the teleplay for him to get the movie moving
faster and the dialogue sounding a bit fresher than what it was. Not that I
am bagging on Raimi, but that is how he writes. *shrug* What I mean by
progressive is that it is a step by step dialogue when you can edit lots of
those useless lines to get the same meaning across in less time and in less
words and probably in less scenes too.

The movie was so obvious as to which one was Raimi's ideas and which were
Hamm's ideas. Any fan of either can really tell.

I just love Raimi's little allusions though to the Evil Dead series. At
least I respect Raimi for that, because he does love his fans. Same goes
for Sam Hamm, although most of his ideas were allusions to Batman and very
unoriginal.

The movie didn't follow a traditional 7 chapter breakdown for a TV movie,
but it is okay in the breakdowns. Kind of left you hanging between
commercials, asking yourself, what in hell are we in commercials for?

This movie was a great concept, low on originality and plot. At least the
subplots didn't dominate the overall main plot to the story or this movie
would have been really pathetic. But anyway, everything in this movie made
me laugh, because 1) it is so Raimi and 2) the staleness of the movie, you
have just got to love the staleness.

I can see this going into the series. I think I will write to FOX and ask
them to pick this up as a series.

Did any of the Raimi fans notice that Joseph LoDuca did the music score for
this TV movie? As well, did you guys also notice that KNB Effects Group did
the viper suit?

Lastly, the person in the police station talking about University of Venus
is SAM RAIMI. The whole scene could have been cut out and you wouldn't know
the difference. This scene was so Raimi (just to give himself a cute cameo
appearance) that I laughed when he said those lines. Not just that, he was
actually clean-shaven for some nth time, a rarity at most.

kchang@orion.oac.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 16:11:06 GMT
From: bkivowitz@delphi.com (Bonnie Kivowitz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest

I'm 16 years old, and the only reason I watch SeaQuest is to see Jonathan
Brandis!  Well, I love SF too, but that just adds more appeal to the show.
The reason why Jonathan was receiving mail before they went on the air is
because he was a well-known actor before SeaQuest.  He appeared in several
movies and did guest spots on tv shows.  Also, he's featured in teenybopper
magazines, so teens see him there.  

Bonnie :)

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 00:41:53 GMT
From: MILLER_BR@acadmn.mercer.peachnet.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest (more, again)

Glad to see all the talk about SQ, since _I_ hope it continues!  After all
- - look at some of the episodes from ST:TNG's first season!  8-)

Rob Miracle had a valid point IMO:
>I gathered from that exchange, that when Bridger stepped overtop if Noyce
>and said "You made the right decision" that crew then realized that Dr.
>Westphalen had the captain's permission to fire the torps.  The bit about
>the four unauthorized torps was Bridger kidding with her.  She does not
>know how much power the torps have (being the non-military type).  

For me, the point was that the military-types in the bridge crew weren't
sure about firing torps on Westphalen's say-so; but they trusted Bridger to
understand the scientific explanation (having experienced Bridger's
translating the good doctor's explanations in past situations) so they went
ahead on HIS say-so.  (As Rich Wales pointed out.)  And Westphalen
_realized_ that she didn't know the power of the torps: that's why she
explained to Crocker _just what result was needed_ and CROCKER was the one
who mentioned/ordered a full spread!

Chris Lang wrote:
>incapacitating everyone who outranks them, this might have been the one
>and only opportunity poor Lt.(jg) O'Neill would have to command the
>seaQuest, if he really was the ranking officer. :-)

But if O'Neill didn't understand the reasoning behind Westphalen's _urgent
request_ to use torpedoes, would he WANT to be the commanding officer (and
thus responsible for the consequences of acting/not acting)?  I think
that's one reason O'Neill sat tight and let Crocker negotiate firepower
with Westphalen.

For Peter Zeitler:

>prizes...there's no Nobel prize for earth or environmental science (go
>figure, in these times) - the best you can do is something called the
>Crafoord Prize).

Who's to say that by seaQuest's time the Nobel committee hasn't woken up?
8-)

Sally Smith reassured me:

>I don't think NBC's showing the episodes in the order in which they were
>filmed. In fact, I'm sure of it. So, I guess the Capt. wasn't originally
>supposed to be off the ship for 2 in a row.

I would _hope_ not, after the song-and-dance Noyce went thru to get him
_on_ the bloody boat!

Betsy Miller
Mercer University Library
miller_br@acadmn.mercer.peachnet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 07:31:05 GMT
From: hefferma@pegasus.montclair.edu (Dennis F. Hefferman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SQ: Is Scheider pulling out?

chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang) writes:
>I haven't heard any such reports, but I don't follow the "showbiz" side of
>the show nearly as much as some others on this newsgroup...

   Scheider is in a new movie, _Romeo is Bleeding_.  It wouldn't surprise
me to find out that he got a little time off for it.

   I agree with the later post that losing Bridger would be the Wrong Thing
for SQ.

Dennis Francis Heffernan
Montclair State College
hefferma@pegasus.montclair.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 17:39:30 GMT
From: DEBWALSH@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 1-16-94 ; getting better (!?)

I thought Westphalen simply took control because the emergency was not a
military one.  As for knowing how much firepower was necessary, Nathan had
the luxury of time to figure it out on his way home.  Plus, I think he was
pulling her chain about the whole business.
 
I agree - the promos are misleading and generally garbage.  This episode
proved a lot better than the promos indicated.  One of the things I love
about this show (like the Indiana Jones movies) is the realization of wish
fulfillment on things like buried treasure and wonderful (and likely
impossible) archaeological finds.  It's one of the reasons the Library of
Alexandria episode is a favorite - what a neat thing to find!

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 17:47:59 GMT
From: DEBWALSH@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest

I started watching the series because I liked the actor who plays Krieg
(John D'Aquino) and I usually try to give any SF at least a shot.  (The one
show I didn't in recent years is Space Rangers because I kept forgetting
and then it was gone).  I've really come to look forward to new episodes of
seaQuest, although I think they're still trying to figure out what to do
with Krieg.  Sigh.
 
FYI, I'm planning to do a seaQuest fanzine for next fall.  I'm looking for
fan-written fiction, poetry, vignettes, and of course art.  This is a
print-media zine, not electronic.  I can be reached by E-Mail (also at
America Online, deb walsh@aol.com), or by snail mail (Deb Walsh, 2 Spring
Hill Terrace, Somerville, MA 02143).  Pass it on ... :>

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 14:35:00 GMT
From: $W$PR42@luccpua.bitnet ("Pete Brauer 312/915-6157")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alien Nation

Ok, so if they are doing the Alien Nation movie thing again, who plays the
characters, the guys from the movie or TV?  I know that Mandy Patinkin is
in a successful run on Broadway so he is probably out, but I think James
Caan is available.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 07:42:17 GMT
From: jrmureik@sciborg.uwaterloo.ca (Jonas Mureika  Newt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Knight Rider 2010

   Contrary to those who don't believe it (even *I* find it a bit hard to
believe!), advertised during "Tek War" last night on the Action Pack was
"Knight Rider 2010".  You think they'd have given up long ago, but hey,
what can you do.  I wonder what they'll do with the story; will it star
good ol' Michael himself, DH, or that woman from Knight Rider 2000? (the
one with one of KITT's chips in her head).  Also, how can they possibly get
along without Devon?!!

   Is there anyone who has extra news?

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 19:27:41 GMT
From: finifter@gandalf.rutgers.edu (The Evil Leaper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Knight Rider 2010

Jeez, what are they doing to that show?  Given the schlock that was KR2000,
I wouldn't put it past them to give KITT a female voice.  The series itself
was pretty cheesy, I admit, but it was fun and it had a formula you didn't
tamper with.  Rule #1: KITT is a black Trans-Am with William Daniel's
voice.  Rule #2: Let Devon think he runs the show.  Etc.  When they put
"KITT" in that rusted-out pickup, I cringed.  When they killed Devon, I
turned it off.  A KR2010, IMHO, could only be worse.

Tracy E. Finifter
Douglass College
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, New Jersey
finifter@gandalf.rutgers.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		     Television - Star Trek (11 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 19:46:10 GMT
From: clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Picard Commits Treason!!

So how many of you enjoyed the most recent episode of ST:TNG, where Picard
commits his little act of high treason by revealing a classified piece of
equipment (namely the Federation "cloaking device") to a hostile/foreign
power?  They've pulled some bone-head things before in this series, but
this one took the cake....

Die-hard Trekkers, please explain to me why Picard shouldn't be
court-martialed (If someone in the present-day Armed Forces had done
something similar, I'd guarantee he'd be spending the rest of his life in a
tiny hole in the wall.)

clark@daffy.csee.usf.edu
clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 21:28:35 GMT
From: geoffb@coos.dartmouth.edu (Thumper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Picard Commits Treason!!

Note -> minor, almost non-existent spoilers for "The Pegasus"...

clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark) writes:

>So how many of you enjoyed the most recent episode of ST:TNG, where Picard
>commits his little act of high treason by revealing a classified piece of
>equipment (namely the Federation "cloaking device") to a hostile/foreign
>power?  They've pulled some bone-head things before in this series, but
>this one took the cake....

I don't know... it was the moral thing to do? Picard is a moral, honorable
kind of guy.

>Die-hard Trekkers, please explain to me why Picard shouldn't be
>court-martialed (If someone in the present-day Armed Forces had done
>something similar, I'd guarantee he'd be spending the rest of his life in
>a tiny hole in the wall.)

What do Trekkers know? Ask a Trekkie.

If someone in the US military revealed that the United States was in
violation of an international treaty it would be difficult to hold a court
martial, now wouldn't it? I can think of a few Congresscritters who would
try to make her/him a hero. (and a few who would start looking for some
rope but they would have enough problems of their own)

geoffb@Dartmouth.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 23:38:24 GMT
From: rnmeyer@rchland.vnet.ibm.com (Robert Meyer)
Newsgroups: rec.arts.sf.tv
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Picard Commits Treason!!

> Die-hard Trekkers, please explain to me why Picard shouldn't be
> court-martialed (If someone in the present-day Armed Forces had done
> something similar, I'd guarantee he'd be spending the rest of his life in
> a tiny hole in the wall.)

Hmmm ...

Well, it'll make the Federation look like liars.  They signed an agreement
saying that they would not develop such a device, though the flag-ship of
the fleet has one.  Perhaps Romulan agents had already reported the
existence of such a device.  If Romulan agents had NOT known about the
device, there will probably be a lot of scrambling back home, with some
agents losing jobs, or more likely, their lives.  In either case, it's
going to be one ugly mess for the diplomats to straighten out.

I don't know if it is treason, though.  Assume that in the present-day our
government signed an agreement saying that we would not work on any kind of
deadly nerve gas.  Then, what if one of our top field commanders revealed
that we really did have some, what would it mean?  I don't know.

Bob Meyer
Dev/2000 Admin & Sys Services
IBM Rochester, MN 
RobertMeyer@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 02:07:18 GMT
From: mdunn@unlinfo.unl.edu (Mike Dunn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Picard Commits Treason!!

   Actually, I think Picard revealed the cloaking device to prevent being
court-martialed. The cloaking device was an illegal experiment done by
Starfleet security only, not by starfleet as a whole. Since only security
knew about it, if Picard hadn't done anything to show the Romulans the
device, then the whole incident would have been swept under the rug, Picard
would have been court-martialed for not obeying orders of a superior
officer (the admiral), and that would be that. By revealing the device,
Picard was safe because now the Romulans would contact the Federation about
the violation of the treaty, and the higher-ups in Starfleet would know
about Starfleet intelligence's violation of the treaty and intelligence
would be able to cover up the incident or court-martial Picard. Since the
experiment was illegal to start with, Picard didn't do anything wrong, and
in fact it was the head of Starfleet intelligence that was
court-martialed.

     Personally, I didn't want Picard to reveal the device, because if he
hadn't, it would have given the Federation a great secret weapon, even
though the heads of Starfleet are too moral to use it.

Mike Dunn
mdunn@unlinfo.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 14:54:16 GMT
From: trk@hemlock.cray.com (Tim Kirby)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Picard Commits Treason!!

Matthew Clark (clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu) wrote:
>I wouldn't mind it if Picard had blown the whistle, to his superiors (I'm
>sure there were one or two who could've dealt with it...) But to
>deliberately compromise the Federation's security, such as it is, just
>doesn't sit well.

Interesting... so you think that they should have just slipped off under
their clandestine cloak. What would you expect the waiting Romulan ship to
do then?  A great big Federation starship just disappeared from inside a
sealed asteroid (David Copperfield eat your heart out) and you think they
will shrug their shoulders and waft off thinking nothing more about it? Far
better that the Enterprise be "up front" about it there and then...

Or would you rather they blew away the Romulan ship and snuck off into the
night...

Tim Kirby
Cray Research Inc.
Eagan, MN, USA
trk@cray.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 21:01:57 GMT
From: mouse@hudlink.hoboken.nj.us (Jeff h kaplowitz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ST-TNG THE PRIME DIRECTIVE

Regarding the recent episode about Picard's decision to exercise the 
Prime Directive over saving a species on a dying planet: which is more 
important the Prime Directive of non-indifference which in this case is 
a willful act of genocide with the excuse of "I was following orders" or 
disregarding an order from higher up to save an entire species?

To watch an episode where the members of the flagship could stand and 
watch as the planet died without trying to help was as disturbing as
watching the events in Bosnia. Haven't the writers learned anything from 
the 20th century with its Hitler's and Pol Pot's and obeying orders? Is
this the message of the 24th century that a directive is more important 
than life?

Jeff H Kaplowitz
mouse@hudlink.hoboken.nj.us

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 14:18:32 GMT
From: baum1@syma.sussex.ac.uk (Paul Silver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST-TNG THE PRIME DIRECTIVE

This actually shows one of the big differences between the original Trek
and TNG, in TNG they don't go around making their own rules and disobeying
the Federation whenever they want to, they have to go by orders, especially
when the Prime Directive is concerned, they've gone against it before, but
there were reasons why they couldn't in this case.

Personally I'd see it as a case where TNG has to grow up a bit: they don't
always have the answers and if there is a problem they either can't or are
not allowed to solve they have to put up with it. They can't boss everyone
around to their way of thinking and still be the good ol' lovable
Federation, and as flagship the Enterprise should come across more of these
difficult situations than other ships.

(Of course as this is all fiction for the TV and books, and it doesn't make
good sales if they fail often enough to be slightly realistic then there
won't be many times where this happens, still it's good to see they can't
solve everything.)

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 15:21:29 GMT
From: savoia@sw.stratus.com (Rick Savoia)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST-TNG THE PRIME DIRECTIVE

The Prime Directive is in place to prevent contamination of under-developed
worlds from occurring from outside sources.  Think about it for a second.
If the Prime Directive didn't exist, you could have cases where the less
scrupulous members of the Federation could find a planet rich in certain
materials, move in and with superior technology, set themselves up as gods,
looting the planet and treating the inhabitants like slaves and possibly
preventing their further evolution.

For an edict as strong as the Prime Directive, you have to follow it to the
letter.  If you don't, then it becomes useless.  If the Federation were to
break the Prime Directive every time a planet were in trouble, then the
Directive would become useless and would be broken at every opportunity.
The Prime Directive also serves to keep members of the Federation from
experiencing troubles from outside sources as well.

I know that the Prime Directive has been broken a number of times by our
fearless crew and with the exception of one similar case (Data - Pen Pals),
a whole planet was never to be affected by their actions.  In all of these
cases, the captain and crew were in violation of the Prime Directive.

I don't think Hitler or Pol Pot or Bosnia has anything to do with this
episode.  I'm sure, from the characters' point of view, it wasn't easy to
watch this happen and it was the last thing they wanted to do, but they are
constrained by their Directives.  If you don't believe in the edicts of the
orginization that governs you, then you are working for the wrong
orginization.  The members of the Federation have sworn to uphold the
tenets of the Federation, whether or not they agree with them at all times.

Rick Savoia
savoia@okemo.sqa.stratus.com
Rick_Savoia@vos.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 02:43:44 GMT
From: steiner@eeel.nist.gov (Richard Steiner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Picard Commits Treason!!

I agree with the other writers who have responded to this.  Picard is an
honorable guy, and he took the honorable course (presumably, there is
greater agreement about "honor" and "equal rights" among Earthmen of the
24th century than today.)  Note that it was the "bad guys" who felt that
everything had to be secret, even from the rest of Star Fleet.  Kind of
says something there, eh!  (The script was undoubtedly written long before,
but compare this to blowing the whistle on the human radiation
experiments.)

I'll add that a treaty violation is the political equivalent to the ethical
violations of the "Prime Directive", which gets broken often enough for
self serving Federation or personal reasons.  IMHO, the point of the show
is that there are concerns over and above those of one's own person, race,
nation, planet, whatever.  Even in the present, as a result of the
Nuremburg trials and Vietnam's Mi Lai, there are standard military ethics
courses at the academies which teach when orders from a superior officer
are not to be followed blindly.  ("You are not required to torch the
village just because the Captain had a bad day and ordered it.")

(Warning: Liberal ravings ahead.)

"Trekker" comments aside, realize that this show's plot is equivalent to
the arguments of the early eighties, when President Reagan and his cronies
tried to explain how "Star Wars" anti-missle technology was NOT a direct
violation of the Anti-Ballistic Missle (ABM) treaty signed in the 60's.
The rational was; "This will protect the USA by giving us the advantage in
a nuclear exchange, and the USSR is probably cheating anyway."  The
argument still hasn't gotten dismissed entirely, but no one who dissented
with RR was confined to a hole in the wall.  And remember, Mondale promised
in the '84 election that if "Star Wars" was developed, he would share it
with the USSR.  The conservatives got upset, of course, but he didn't lose
the election because of THAT.

It also parallels the actions of several past Presidents and CIA Directors,
who got into trouble (not enough trouble, IMHO) for violating US laws that
prohibit little things like: covert activities expressly forbidden by
Congress (Irangate), CIA activities within the US borders (CoIntelPro,
Watergate), conspiracies to overthrow duly elected heads of state (Chile,
et al.), and assasination attempts on foreign officials (Castro).  Note,
these were all secrets from Congress and the people, too.  Detect a trend?
Compare to the publicity of Saddam's vow to kill Bush, or Khomeni's
contract on Salman Rushdie.

The nice thing about America is that our government (usually) obeys its own
laws, even when dealing with countries that don't conform to ours. The ends
do not justify the means.  Interpretation: If you are a cannibal in a dire
situation, you might eat more by surviving at the expense of the "less
worthy", but afterward, you will still be a cannibal, and no one can trust
you then.

Pardon my ravings,
Richard Steiner

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 07:18:34 GMT
From: le@cs.tulane.edu (Doug Le)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Picard Commits Treason!!

I have a question that does not have anything to do with the current thread
of Picard committing treason:

Is this the first time the treaty about the cloaking device was mentioned??

I remembered in one of the earlier episodes, in which the Enterprise called
on the Klingons to use their cloaking devices, I wondered after on why the
Federation did not have their own cloading device.  It is not until now
that an answer was given.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 23:13:28 GMT
From: martijn@hacktic.nl (martijn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Is Trek too darn Earth-centric?

Well I think that it is.

(I know that this question must have been asked earlier, but it's just
something that bugs me everytime I watch a Star Trek episode.)

Here's a list of Federation ship names in ST:TNG: (*)

USS Aries               USS Essex               USS Repulse
USS Berlin              USS Gandhi              USS Stardust
USS Bozeman ?           USS Hood                USS Tripoli
USS Brattain ?          USS Intrepid            USS Tsiolkovsky
USS Cairo               USS Jenolan ?           USS Victory
USS Charleston          USS Lantree             USS Wellington
USS Drake               USS Melbourne           USS Yamamoto
USS Enterprise (C & D)  USS Phoenix             USS Yosemite

As you can see almost all ships have names which are of Earth origin (I
don't know about the question marks, though they sound Terran). They are
named after Terran places (and Terran names of E.T. places), persons and
words. The initials USS come from American warships (which is why Ralph
Offenhouse asked if he was on an American ship in 'The Neutral Zone'). The
Federation uses the western alphabet and Arabic numerals. And speaking of
the UFP, their emblem is similar to the UN's laurel-wreath with a starmap
instead of a map of Earth. I don't know much about the Earth's history from
1995 - 23??, but it seems likely that the UFP evolved from the UN. The
headquarters of the Federation are in San Francisco (the Big One obviously
didn't come, since The Golden Gate bridge and that pyramid building
survived) and Earth itself is the center of the Universe ('Sector 001') on
the Federal starmaps, which also points to a dominating role of Earth and
its inhabitants. The Federation must have over a hundred members; don't
they have any say in the naming of the ships? Why are there no ships named
after famous Vulcans or Betazoids? What happened in those 400 years between
present day Earth and the time of the first Star Trek episode? How did a
comparatively 'primitive' species like our own 'conquer' so many worlds in
such a short time? In the Star Trek universe there are species which had
invented space-flight thousands of years before the Sputnik was launched in
October 1957 (when Man's exploration of space began). Why aren't they the
dominating factor in the Universe instead of us? Surely Man has made great
advance over the last 400 years, but if same level of advancement was
applied to our past we would have had the microwave oven in the Middle
Ages.  (Shakespeare's Hamlet would have been more interesting: To Defrost
Or Not To Defrost, That Is The Question. ;-) )

And almost all alien species in Star Trek look like humans: they have two
eyes, one mouth, two arms and two legs. Some can't even be distinguished
from humans, like the Betazoid. Whatever happened to the Horta and Tribbles
from the original series? It's also very convenient that all species
breathe the same air (with the same pressure and oxygen level). And don't
you find it odd that almost every planet they visit has the same gravity,
atmosphere and plant life as Earth? (I know spacesuits are a drag to wear
and very bad for dialogue.)

I hope none of this ruins your enjoyment of Star Trek!

Martijn

(*) Flame Insurance! I got this list from a book (The Nitpickers Guide for
Next Generation Trekkers, by Phil Farrand) so don't sue me if I didn't
mention a ship (Ooh, he forgot the USS Ladida, which flew past the
Enterprise for 7/100 of a second in the 44th minute of 'Haven'). ;-)

Martijn Janssen
Rotterdam, The Netherlands
martijn@hacktic.nl
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Date: Tue, 1 Feb 94 08:00:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Mail requesting to be added or removed from the distribution list that is
sent to any other address will NOT be acted upon.

Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field or to the address specified in the
"From:" field.  Error messages that are directed to the "Reply-To:" address
may cause your subscription to be cancelled.  Sorry, but that's the way it
is.

Submissions for the digest are to be sent to the appropriate address from
the list given below.  Please also read the file "SFLOVERS.POLICY" in the
archives.

       Topic				Address
       -----				-------

       Written SF			sf-lovers-written@rutgers.edu
       Sf on Television			sf-lovers-tv@rutgers.edu
       Sf Films				sf-lovers-movies@rutgers.edu
       General discussions that don't
         fit specifically in the other
         topic headings 		sf-lovers-misc@rutgers.edu

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.
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Date: 31 Jan 94 13:59:24 GMT
From: reeder@reed.edu (P. Douglas Reeder)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: "Daugher of the Bear King" by Eleanor Arnason

"Daugher of the Bear King" by Eleanor Arnason
review copyright 1994 by P. Douglas Reeder

Eleanor Arnason does high fantasy, and, as you might expect, this is not
your usual high fantasty.  The basic elements are there: an Earthling
transported to a world of magic, where she is to play a pivotal role in the
battle against evil.  But Arnason's heroine is a middle-aged homemaker with
a husband and two grown childen, who would rather be with her family than
haring off to fight monsters.  The story has Arnason's usual realism and
plausibility: events unfold in a manner which makes it very easy to believe
that they would actually happen that way.

Esperance is a daughter of the Bear King, an entity of great power and
indifference, and she thus has magical power in addition to being able to
transform herself into a bear.  Arnason's use of a bear motif is very fresh
and convincing.

And things are not necessarily what they seem in the world of Ingilla.  At
one point, Esperance washes ashore on the island of a sorceress who is kind
to her, but is warned by voices to escape.  The reader is unsure which to
believe.

Arnason has Esperance narrate the second half of the story to her daughter
and another woman, which removes the reader from the immediacy of the
situation, to what purpose I'm not sure.

The identity of the chief villain is unoriginal and in fact the entire
ending seems to lack focus.  The conclusion resolves far less than one
would expect, even, and perhaps especially, on the emotional level.

So this is a thoughtful book (though without any apparant message) with a
less-than-satisfying ending.  If you enjoyed the style of "A Woman of the
Iron People", you will find a similar (but not identical; more happens but
less is resolved) style here.  I enjoyed reading it.

Author:     Eleanor Arnason
Title:      Daughter of the Bear King
Publisher:  Avon
City:       New York, NY
Date:       copyright 1987
Order Info: ISBN 0-380-75109-7
Pages:      239 pp
Keywords:   realistic fiction in high-fantasy framework
Comments:   paperback $3.50


Doug Reeder 
Div, Grad & Curl                         
programming & derivative work 
Internet: reeder@reed.edu
USENET:   ...!tektronix!reed!reeder
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Date: 28 Jan 94 14:58:22 GMT
From: rmcneice@mbsdev70.shearson.com (Robert McNeice)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clive Barker : The Great and Secret Show

The Great and Secret Show was a great book - it made me buy Imajica which,
although interesting, was very confusing and ultimately sucked.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 16:51:00 GMT
From: dmph@radon.sys.uea.ac.uk (D.M.P. Hagyard ESE PG)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clive Barker : The Great and Secret Show

This is all very much a matter of taste, but I really enjoyed "The Great
and Secret Show".  I then borrowed "Weaveworld" from the library and found
that the story just outstayed its welcome.  It may have been the case that
I was just a little stressed out at the time.

Dominic Hagyard
University Of East Anglia
Norwich NR4 7TJ England
dmph@sys.uea.ac.uk         
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Date: 29 Jan 94 07:33:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.atl.ga.us (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _A Million Open Doors_ by John Barnes

cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker) writes:

>I'm a bit bemused by the critical acclaim that John Barnes has received
>from _A Million Open Doors_.  The two worlds he creates are caricatures,
>almost silly, and very hard to take seriously. I assume the

Both of them were artificial, designed cultures, reflecting the
idiosyncrasies and prejudices of the small groups who designed and founded
them.  Both of them share some aspects with various historical Earthly
cultures.  There may be some question about how stable these two cultures
would be, but they could certainly last some time after being created.

>I did like some aspects of the book.  Giraut was a well crafted
>protagonist and the supporting characters are also well drawn.  Too bad we
>couldn't see these characters in a more fullfilling piece of work.

Yes, the excellent characters were the main drawing point.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 00:24:47 GMT
From: ccc_rex@waikato.ac.nz (Rex Croft)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stephen Baxter, _Timelike Infinity_

I just read _Timelike Infinity_ by Stephen Baxter.  Very enjoyable.

Lots of hard physics involving black holes.  I couldn't tell the difference
between the facts and the fiction, which is good.

Simplistic characters, but lots of neat hardware (mile wide biological
space ships), aliens, and wormholes turned into time machines.

I didn't quite follow the ending, but the rest of the book good.

Rex Croft
VMS Systems Programmer
University of Waikato
Hamilton, New Zealand
ccc_rex@waikato.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 00:57:08 GMT
From: aivey@mailer.fsu.edu (Ann Ivey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ray Bradbury--The man is not dead!

Also, to my knowledge, he still does consulting work with Disney
Imagineering Dept. and he just recently wrote a piece for TV Guide in
October about the roots of Halloween.  He is 73 years old and his birthday
is on August 22.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 20:39:10 GMT
From: ltauxe1@gl.umbc.edu (tauxe lianne)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: MZBradley

Does anyone know when the next _Sword & Sorceress_ anthology is coming out?

Lianne

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 14:46:24 GMT
From: eskridge@access3.digex.net (C/D Eskridge)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: O. Scott Card ever appear in public?

PAM <VONKROP@INDY.NAVY.MIL> wrote:
>I was wondering, does Card ever make any public appearances (book
>signings, etc.)?  I really would like to talk to him, not to discuss his
>writings at length or anything, just to say hi & get an autograph.  Has he
>done any book signings in the past?

OSC was guest of honor at Philcon several years ago, and has appeared on a
local to DC radio talk show when Xenocide came out.  He is a damn good
speaker, both entertaining and informative.  One of the panels he (or was
it solo?) was 100 good ideas where he takes a topic and rattles off story
ideas for it.

Check out SF.Fandom for his convention appearances.  I'm sure he does some
other touring when he has a new novel to sell.

Curt

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 14:28:49 GMT
From: bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu (David Wren-Hardin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Tales of Alvin

denby.liu@almac.co.uk (Denby Liu)  writes:
>I didn't even realise there WAS supposed to be another book, the third
>book in the series seemed like an okayish ending, although I would have
>liked more details of the Crystal City place, whatever.

This is the second article I've seen that has said this, and really, I have
no idea how anyone could think the last book was the ending.  I'll have to
thumb through it tonight, but my recollection is that it had the _most_
loose threads of any of them.  That's why I've been looking for it for,
well, years.  I do have to agree, that I'd rather Card did it 'right' than
just churn it out.  But knowing how he does things, he's probably had
several perfectly good manuscripts, then decided they were his 'poorer'
work and refused to release them.

>You know, when I first read Seventh Son, the story touched me like very
>few books have done.  I the entire story was just crafted _beautifully_.
>Reading the next two books was like getting a slap in the face.  They
>seemed liked someone totally different had written them, even the
>character weren't consistent with the first book.

Seveth Son was great, Red Prophet was a little uneven, IMHO, but that could
be from how it was released. I've heard that it wasn't meant to be a stand
alone book, but was part of one of the others that was released separately
for length reasons.  I thought 'Prentice Alvin was every bit as good as
Seventh Son, albeit the tone is different.

David Wren-Hardin
University of Chicago
bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 16:05:52 GMT
From: jkm2@ra.msstate.edu (Joseph K Mcallister)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Tales of Alvin

I too have no clue how folks thought it was the ending.  We have the bad
guy planning bad things against Alvin, we have him going off. We have
bunches of unresolved conflicts.  It was n times the cliff hanger 1 & 2
were.

I vaguely remeber that Alvin was based (loosely) on a poem.  Is this an
early sign of senility, or does anyone remember what this poem is?

Joel

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 22:30:18 GMT
From: portney@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Eric Portney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: OSC: 4th Book to Ender?

Will there be a 4th book in the Ender's Game series?  If this is a topic
previously discussed here, sorry about this, but I am eager to find out if
there will be a new edition to this wonderful series.  About a year ago I
heard mention of Ender's Children as a possible title to the 4th book.  Is
there any validity to this?  Thanks in advance.

Eric Portney
portney@gandalf.rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 20:27:21 GMT
From: mksmith@metronet.com (Michael Kalen Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Orson Scott Card at cons

If you're ever able to get to a WorldCon or regional con where Card is
making an appearance, don't miss him! He's a terrific raconteur and has
great stage presence (the early Mormon theater experience, I guess). For a
number of yrs, he's done "Let's Write a Story" sessions at cons which are
SRO. He manipulates the audience, which gets fully and loudly involved, and
at the end he points out exactly why science fiction or fantasy works the
way it does - because the audience just did it. He seems to be tiring of
these ad hoc mini-workshops, though, which is too bad.

Card is *not* a bashful person...

Michael Kalen Smith
Dallas, Texas
mksmith@metronet.com            

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 07:53:23 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Tales of Alvin

Joseph K Mcallister <jkm2@Ra.MsState.Edu> wrote:
>I vaguely remeber that Alvin was based (loosely) on a poem.  Is this an
>early sign of senility, or does anyone remember what this poem is?

   The title is "Prentice Alvin and the No-Good Plow". I forget the
author's name. It's reprinted in the hardcover version of _Maps in a
Mirror_ (not in the paperbacks that were derived from it, though).

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu
goldfarb@UCBOCF.BITNET   
goldfarb@soda.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 07:23:51 GMT
From: joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Tales of Alvin

denby.liu@almac.co.uk (Denby Liu)  writes:
>I didn't even realise there WAS supposed to be another book, the third
>book in the series seemed like an okayish ending, although I would have
>liked more details of the Crystal City place, whatever.

There are too many loose ends to think of it as concluded. He's had the
prophetic vision of the crystal city; his younger brother (who is also a
seventh-son of a seventh-son) is yet to find a role; the Indians haven't
become their own people yet.

>You know, when I first read Seventh Son, the story touched me like very
>few books have done.  I the entire story was just crafted _beautifully_.
>Reading the next two books was like getting a slap in the face.  They
>seemed liked someone totally different had written them, even the
>character weren't consistent with the first book.

Card's writing is changing, and I think it's changing for the worse. His
later stuff isn't as fresh and radiant as the older stories. It also seems
to me that he's explored the themes I expect to see realised in the Alvin
Maker series: _Homecoming_ covers the same source material, and _Folk of
the Fringe_'s last chapter is very much what I expect the conclusion of
Alvin Maker to be.

>Xenocide was also a real disappointment, THAT book seemed to have
>forgotten the previous books details.

The novella was superb, the novel was excellent, the series is good.

>His Maps In The Mirror anthology is amazing.  Some of those stories make
>my skin creep.  He out horrors most horror novelists.  That Freeway Games
>story was just sick!!  Anyone who likes a good horror story should really
>check that section of the anthology out.

I have no better collection of stories than _Maps In The Mirror_.

joe@zikzak.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 13:51:00 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Tales of Alvin

goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) writes:
>The title is "Prentice Alvin and the No-Good Plow". I forget the author's
>name.

I had to go look at my copy of MAPS IN A MIRROR to make sure you weren't
remembering something about "Prentice Alvin and the No-Good Plow" that I'd
forgotten.  You weren't.  The author's name is Orson Scott Card.  Ring any
bells?

:)

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 17:03:37 GMT
From: Mark.Stackpole@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Mark Stackpole)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Tales of Alvin

Joel wrote:
>I vaguely remeber that Alvin was based (loosely) on a poem.  Is this an
>early sign of senility, or does anyone remember what this poem is?

   It sure was. The poem is called "'Prentice Alvin and the No-good Plow".
It won Orson a Utah state arts prize. The poem covers not only a good bit
of the plot of the third book in the Alvin Maker series, but it also give
some indication of the fourth ("'Prentice Alvin") as well. It is reprinted
in the hardcover edition of _Maps in the Mirror_.

   On the matter of OSC ever finishing his series, I believe that Orson has
painted himself into a series of artistic corners and the challenges he has
set up would defeat the most visionary of writers. In "Ender", OSC has to
depict the perfect man, a Christ-like figure who sacrifices himself for all
life in the cosmos, without being maudlin. In "Alvin Maker", by the time he
reaches the Crystal City (Salt Lake City), OSC has to describe the perfect
community, a Utopia melding the spiritual and the social, without being
dogmatic. And now in "Homecoming", OSC is doing nothing less than putting
forth a new covenant between man and God, without being doctrinaire.

   If Orson succeeds in completing a series, he might as well clear the
bowling trophies off his mantlepiece to make room for his Noble Prize.  ;-)

Mark_Stackpole@oclc.org

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 15:27:22 GMT
From: DARIN@comsys.byu.edu ("Darin L. Stewart")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card

> I was wondering, does Card ever make any public appearances (book
> signings, etc.)?  I really would like to talk to him, not to discuss his
> writings at length or anything, just to say hi and get an autograph.  Has
> he done any book signings in the past?

Card does an appearance here at B.Y.U. about twice a year.   

Darin L. Stewart
Telecommunications Systems
Brigham Young University  
(801) 378-7838            
darin@comsys.byu.edu      

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Brust (3 msgs) & Clarke (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 00:48:40 GMT
From: dagibbs@quantum.qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust's _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_

[SPOILERS in this article]

I have just finished reading Steven Brust's _The Sun, the Moon, and the
Stars_ (hereinafter referred to as _TStMatS_ to conserve bits) and, though
I enjoyed it, at the end I was left somewhat mystified.  Not by the story
itself, but by the fact that somebody had, for some reason, stuck the label
"Fantasy" (or more explicitly the label "Ace Fantasy") on this novel which,
in my opinion, was not in any way a fantasy novel.

_TStMatS_ is told from the point of view of Greg Kovaks, a "starving
artist", and has 4 main threads - the story of Greg's painting of the
largest canvas he has tried yet; the story Greg and the other artists who
share an experimental studio as they reach a turning point, either to put
on a show of their stuff, or to give up the experiment; the background of
who the people are and how this studio experiment started (through
flashbacks); and a Hungarian folk-tale being told by Greg to his friends,
and also by the author to the reader.  All four parts are nicely
interwoven, and it is a well-crafted tale.

Of the four main threads, the first three are pretty clearly not fantasy
(ok, the idea of succeeding as an artist experimenting with a new style is
fantasy, but it isn't Fantasy), so to get any fantasy content at all, we
have to look at the folk-tale.  Now, the re-telling of folk-tales, myths,
legends, etc is a staple of fantasy, but always as a re-interpretation of
the tale, whereas the retelling of the folk-tale in _TStMatS_ seems as
close to the traditional as possible, given that it is in print in English,
instead of spoken in Hungarian.  Also, it seems that the actual text of the
folk-tale could be dropped out of the novel without changing the strory
that is told, though the change in pacing and style (and wordcount) might
be more of a problem, but it did not seem integral to the novel.

So, why is it marketed as fantasy?

1. It was submitted as part of "re-telling of traditional folk tales"
series that Ace was doing, and Ace was doing this under a fantasy label, so
it was fantasy.

2. Steven Brust is a fantasy author, it was written by Brust, so it must be
fantasy.

3. Brust is known in the fantasy genre, but not the mainstream, so this
will probably sell if marketed as fantasy but not as mainstream.

4. All of the above?

David Gibbs
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 03:59:16 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust's _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_

dagibbs@quantum.qnx.com (David Gibbs) writes:
>_TStMatS_ is told from the point of view of Greg Kovaks, a "starving
>artist", and has 4 main threads

Actually, there are six threads to each chapter, if I remember correctly,
and each thread, or subchapter, has its own theme.  I haven't figured out
what they all are, though :).

>So, why is it marketed as fantasy?

Because it is fiction, and Brust is a Fantasy author.

That's it.

Bookstores will file it in the fantasy section, NO MATTER WHAT, since that
is what Brust is known for.  Even if it were marketed as a dictionary, it
would show up in the fantasy section, either solely or in addition.  That
is the way things work, most of the time.  You can fight it, or accept it.

If Brust had more non-fantasy books, it would be much less likely to
happen; someone like Asimov, for example, could be found in many different
parts of a bookstore.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 04:15:18 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust's _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_

dagibbs@quantum.qnx.com (David Gibbs) writes:

>So, why is it marketed as fantasy?

I can't speak for Ace, although we are now the publishers of Terri
Windling's "Fairy Tales" series.  Why was THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS
marketed as fantasy?  Maybe because the options were:

(1) publish it as a straight mainstream novel (say under the Putnam imprint
- - same conglomerate as Ace); sell 1500 copies in hardcover; sink like
stone;

(2) publish it under the fantasy imprint, where already-existing Steven
Brust fans know to look for new books by Steven Brust; sell twice as many
hardcovers and get nice solid paperback sale as well.

What would you do?  Quick, no looking for the answers in back of the book.
:)

(PS: The "Fairy Tales" series, incidentally, is chartered as a series of
retellings or reworkings of fairy-tale material by popular modern fantasy
writers; this doesn't preclude them from using the material to surprising
ends, even telling stories that lack whizbang genre magic-n-wizards
elements.  Some people seem to like this.  ymmv.  etc.)

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 15:45:13 GMT
From: fiver@onededbdy.async.vt.edu (fiver rabbit)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rama II

SJ. Brewster (masjb@irix.bris.ac.uk) wrote:
>I was wondering earlier this week: what is the worst book that I have ever
>actually finished reading?
>
>And this thread has reminded me: 'Cradle', by ACC & GL.  What an utterly
>godawful waste of trees.

I would agree that _Cradle_ is THE worst book I have ever had the
misfortune to read.  I hated it so much I felt like burning it, but I
settled for trading it at a used book store:)

I think I hated _Beyond the Fall of Night_ only slightly less. I assume
that was just Gregory Benford writing the sequel but Arthur C. Clarke got
co-credit since his original novella was also included.

Btw, someone said he hated the posthumous Asimov collaborations. I've read
both the Silverberg-Asimov _Nightfall_ and _The Ugly Little Boy_ and I only
wish that Silverberg would expand on more of Asimov's stories. I haven't
gotten around to reading _The Positronic Man_ yet - just hoping it will be
as enjoyable a read for me:)

In fact, I think I'll just forget _Cradle_ ever existed so I hope I don't
run into any more posts about it:) hehe

fiver@onededbdy.async.vt.edu
fiver@vt.edu                
fiver@nostradamus.async.vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 00:49:19 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: 2061

Word is that Clarke is waiting for another Jupiter fly-by before writing
another 2001+k book.

>Also is there a review for 2061?

This is how I would rate the books in the series:
   _2001_: a classic, definative sf
   _2010_: not classic, but a good book anyway
   _2061_: echh... don't bother

>What was the whole purpise of the monolith? Was it a single purpose tool,
>mutli-purpose? Info please?

Seems like this was pretty well answered in the books.  Monoliths appear in
various places and for various purposes (which seemed fairly well explained
to me), therefore Monoliths are multi-purpose tools.

It is also implied that monoliths are hyper-dimensional objects; perhaps
there is only one monolith, and the multiple appearances are just different
extensions into the lower three dimensions.  Or not.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 18:09:48 GMT
From: zazen@awdprime.austin.ibm.com (Ed Welbon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gentry Lee's Rama - Bites!

Louis Jezsik (jezsik@alcor.concordia.ca) wrote:
>Well, I am very glad to hear that my favorite author wasn't exactly
>working in collaboration with Lee (as based on previous posts).  I tore
>through Rama II and waited patiently for the

I thought that Rama II was somewhat reasonable actually.

>Gardens of Rama in hopes that it would explain what happened and tie up
>loose ends.  I am looking forward to completely ignoring whateverthehell
>the next book is called.

I thought that "whateverthehell" = "Rama Revealed" 

I hope (against hope perhaps) that "Rama Revealed" will be authored by A.C.
Clarke and not by G. Lee.

>The wife goes into detail about how she made some great discovery that was
>then stolen by her, now, husband.

I kind of disliked that also.  But after all, she, of all people was in the
best position to have either prevented of at least corrected after the fact
the situation.

>What about the economy of Rama?  I still can't figure out how that was
>supposed to work.

I thought that basically, the economy really didn't work.  I seem to
remember that much of the "work" was done by the androids.  I also recall
that the "city" was essentially prefabricated.  I imagined that only
minimal maintenance was required for the structures.  I don't recall where
the food came from, wasn't it farmed?

Assuming that humnas required in some (perhaps small) way in the provision
of food and that there were services that the farmers would have required
(must be something that a farmer might want that androids could not
effectively provide), then there would the possibility of an exchange of
services/commodities which in turn would form the basis of a (perhaps
shallow) economy.

I disliked that part about the weather conditions becoming inhospitable
because of human meddling.  Surely the human weather problems would affect
the other civilizations on the cylinder?  After all we are talking about a
fairly small closed system (e.g.  compare it to Rhode Island).  What
purpose would the Raman's have in allowing humans to muck up likelihood of
survival for the other civilizations in the cylinder?  As I recall, in Rama
II, the Raman's seemed to be bent on keeping inter-race contact to a
minimum.

Maybe the Raman's were running an experiment designed to determine how
effective humans were at destroying themselves and others?

>And of course the END of Gardens.  How many of you wanted to hunt down G.
>Lee and tie him to a chair until he finished the book?

One might also have G. Lee fix the "errors" he made in the plot (perhaps
using the methods outlined in Stepen King's misery 8).

Edward H. Welbon
zazen@hwperform.austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 19:36:41 GMT
From: hearn@claris.com (Bob Hearn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rama II

fiver@onededbdy.async.vt.edu wrote:
> I think I hated _Beyond the Fall of Night_ only slightly less.  I assume
> that was just Gregory Benford writing the sequel but Arthur C. Clarke got
> co-credit since his original novella was also included.

Wow!  If someone hates _Cradle_ more than _BtFoN_, I'll certainly stay away
from it!  _BtFoN_ just about made me throw up.  Did Benford even _read_ the
original?
 
> Btw, someone said he hated the posthumous Asimov collaborations.  I've
> read both the Silverberg-Asimov _Nightfall_ and _The Ugly Little Boy_ and
> I only wish that Silverberg would expand on more of Asimov's stories.  I
> haven't gotten around to reading _The Positronic Man_ yet - just hoping
> it will be as enjoyable a read for me:)

I didn't care much for Silverberg's _Nightfall_ (it's not bad, but a _very_
different flavor from Asimov, just barely within what I would call SF), and
_The Ugly Little Boy_ has been waiting on my shelf for a while now.  I'll
wait for _The Positronic Man_ in paperback.  BTW, this is an expanded
version of _The Bicentennial Man_, is it not?  The front and back covers
seemed to imply otherwise, but the content made me think so.

On the other hand, by all means read _Caliban_ by Roger MacBride Allen.  I
wasn't going to bother until I saw a recommendation on the net.  You can
almost consider it a fifth robot novel.  (It's set after _Robots and
Empire_.)  I got hooked and read all his books.  I find I often don't like
the endings much, but otherwise his stuff is great.  Especially _The Ring
of Charon_.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 02:06:45 GMT
From: jezsik@alcor.concordia.ca (Louis Jezsik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: AC Clarke can write, but can he read?

After reading the sequels to Rama with G. Lee, and the sequel to Against
The Fall Of Night (with some pathetic dweeb not worthy to be mentioned),
AND hearing about how bad Cradle was, would it be going too far to say that
Clarke is a fabulous writer but he can't read?  I mean, seriously, how did
he make such a mistake as to team up with those two?  (I never did read
that series of books with his name on it.  Clarke didn't write them,
someone else did, but they were supposed to be in his style or something.
Anyway, they featured artwork of a rather well-endowed fem on the covers
(reason enough for avoiding them for me).  Anyone review them?)

A.C., if you are reading this, PLEASE, go solo!  There are no authors
(non-authors in this case) that write as well as you.

Louis Jezsik
jezsik@alcor.concordia.ca

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 16:36:37 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gentry Lee's Rama - Bites!

zazen@hwperform.austin.ibm.com "Ed Welbon" writes:
>I hope (against hope perhaps) that "Rama Revealed" will be authored by
>A.C.  Clarke and not by G. Lee.

It is available in Britain, and from what I saw of it (the 'page 177' test
and a few other samples) it seems to be all Lee's work again.  Since I
didn't finish 'Gardens' I wasn't really interested, but someone else asked
me to look for it so I looked at it as well...

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 19:17:32 GMT
From: rshipley@access1.digex.net (Rich Shipley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: AC Clarke can write, but can he read?

jezsik@alcor.concordia.ca (Louis Jezsik) writes:
>After reading the sequels to Rama with G. Lee, and the sequel to Against
>The Fall Of Night (with some pathetic dweeb not worthy to be mentioned),
>AND hearing about how bad Cradle was, would it be going too far to say
>that Clarke is a fabulous writer but he can't read?  I mean, seriously,
>how did he make such a mistake as to team up with those two? ...

I have the opposite opinion. I have enjoyed many of Clarke's books, but
often feel that not enough happens in them, and that the characters are
often wooden. The original Rama was a good book, but it had too much of the
"sense of awe"/"no detail or action" feel to it. I have enjoyed the ones
with Gentry Lee enourmously and eagerly await the next.

Rich

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 17:27:20 GMT
From: bcoe@trumpet.aix.calpoly.edu (Brian Eirik Coe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: AC Clarke can write, but can he read?

Louis Jezsik <jezsik@alcor.concordia.ca> wrote:
>A.C., if you are reading this, PLEASE, go solo!  There are no authors
>(non-authors in this case) that write as well as you.

I don't know if that would help anymore.  I just finished reading "The
Hammer of God" a couple of weeks ago, and A.C. seems to have lost his
touch.  The last book that I read by him that I actually came away from
feeling any sense of awe at all was "The Songs of Distant Earth" I even
disliked "The Ghost from the Grand Banks", and I am a voracious reader on
the Titanic, but some of the subplots and characters in both it and Hammer
were stupid, failed miserably to advance the story, and had little merit in
their own right.  I think I'll go back and re-read Childhood End or 2001.
Maybe that will restore my faith.

Brian Eirik Coe

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 17:48:37 GMT
From: dmph@radon.sys.uea.ac.uk (D.M.P. Hagyard ESE PG)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: AC Clarke can write, but can he read?

   I was brought up on Arthur C. Clarke books and was very interested in
his collaborations.  I think one of the reasons that many people dislike
them is that they are so far removed from what they expect from Clarke.
Some of the sense of awe and grandeur that I get from his earlier books is
due to: the cleverness and scale of his imagination; his obvious enjoyment
exploring the possibilities and the fact that his characters and plots are
so stripped down.  I agree that his characters can be wooden, they are
usually simple plot devices to allow the facts about the situation to
become known.  They are masks for Clarke's joy in discovery.  In the two
collaborations I have read, "The Cradle" and "Rama II", one of the results
of the process has been to complicate the characters.  The ideas, instead
of being the focus of the plots become backdrops to the story unfolding
around the actions of the characters.  This does take the eye away from
them - reducing the impact of the ideas.  In "Cradle" at least I would say
that the ideas are still there, if not centre stage.  A second difference
is that the feel of the book is completely different: hard and sharp
instead of cozy and academic.  This was a big shock to my system when I
first tried the books.  It was the literary equivalent of expecting a
string quartet and being confronted with a rock group.  Both entertainments
I enjoy, but I don't always like to be surprised like that.

   In summing up I think that if the books hadn't had that magical name on
them they would have been a lot better received.  They were entertaining
books, but unexpected.  However, I enjoy the comfort of Clarke's prose for
its own sake and didn't seek out the other collaborations.  Perhaps I am
still smarting from the literary mugging when I read the first book.

Dominic Hagyard
University Of East Anglia
Norwich, NR4 7TJ England
dmph@sys.uea.ac.uk         

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Davidson & Drake & Egan (2 msgs) &
                        Gentle (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 10:37:53 GMT
From: jmerelo@casip.ugr.es (Juan J. Merelo Guervos)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Avram Davidson

Another one has been published in Asimov's; it's entitled something like
"Virgil, the oxthrall..." one of the summer issues, if I remember well.

JJ

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 02:43:12 GMT
From: dma7@po.cwru.edu (Daniel M. Alt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The General, Book 5

   Remind me never to start reading a series that hasn't been finished yet.
This is why I buy USED books.  Ah well.  Having read the first four books
for S.M. Stirling and David Drake's series, "The General", I have become
thoroughly hooked.  Does anyone know when book 5 is due?  Thank you.

Daniel Alt
Case Western Reserve University  
Cleveland, Ohio

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 22:03:19 GMT
From: kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Greg Egan's QUARANTINE

In his introduction to one of Greg Egan's stories in the 92 Year's Best
Science Fiction, Gardner Dozois refers to a novel called Quarantine, Egan's
first, which had then just been sold to Legend.  Does anyone know if it's
come out yet, or if not, when it will?

For those who don't know - Greg Egan is an Australian writer whose stories
have been appearing in all the top magazines for several years now. He has
a way of turning the standard problems of academic philosophy into "what
if" stories - problems like predestination or the nature of personal
identity. He's also very good with scientific extrapolation. The best of
his stories that I've read is The Moat, a subtle but scary paranoia tale
set in a twenty first century Australia very similar to George Turner's,
i.e. somewhat dystopian as a result of accelerating environmental collapse.
It appears in the 92 Year's Best anthology and I strongly recommend it.

Justine

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 22:08:27 GMT
From: masjb@irix.bris.ac.uk (SJ. Brewster)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Egan's QUARANTINE

It has been out in Britain for about a year.  Damn good book.

Steve.Brewster@Bristol.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 18:17:12 GMT
From: kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rats and Gargoyles

mathieu@embl-heidelberg.de writes:
>Has anyone read some books from Mary Gentle ?
>The reason I'm asking is that I read "Rats and Gargoyles"... I found that
>book boring, confusing, difficult to read (I read English almost as
>fluently as French, so "foreign language" is not an explanation). 

That depends how *widely* you have read in English - there are styles, and
styles. Some English is a foreign language to me, too.

But, speaking for myself, I found RaG interesting and confusing, and not
difficult to read. So I suspect it's taste.

>Now, I have seen other books from her. They look interesting, and in fact
>I was almost going to buy one of them before noticing the author... So, is
>"Rats and Gargoyles" a typical book of this author, or just an accident ?
>Or maybe a trial to write something in the "Renaissance" style ?

You might find ``Golden Witchbreed'' more accessible. ``Ancient Light''
(its sequel) is waiting on my shelves to be read (along with about 50 other
books), so I can't say about that. ``The Architecture of Desire'', a sequel
to RaG, is, to my mind, markedly inferior; it lacks the scope of RaG and
the story didn't seem to go anywhere.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 11:17:32 GMT
From: ajl@ecs.soton.ac.uk (Andy Lewis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mary Gentle - some reviews (Was: Rats and Gargoyles)

I've read four of Mary Gentle's books - Golden Witchbreed, Ancient Light,
Rats & Gargoyles and The Architect(ure?) of Desire - no, make that five -
I've read Grunts as well.

I loved the first three, but they are pretty different from each other.
Witchbreed is a wonderful exploration of Orthe, an alien world which has
had very meagre contact with mankind, as seen through the eyes of a human
ambassador (Christie), as she embarks on what turns into an epic tour of
Orthe and the manipulations and schemes of its inhabitants.  I always think
of this as a very gentle (no pun intended) and human book - it has none of
the nightmareish Gothic complexity of Rats, and I'd unreservedly recommend
it. Orthe and its very likeable and complex natives is a superb conception.

Ancient Light picks up from where Witchbreed left off, and while it is
about the same length, it is much more complex. It involves Christie's
return to Orthe, and I don't want to say much about it, for fear of
spoiling it for new readers, but it is far more complex and powerful than
its prelude (which really serves simply as an introduction.) The character
of this book is very different - it is hard at times to figure out what is
going on, if only because Christie herself seems to be the least
well-informed person on the planet, and she spends most of the book in a
state of utter confusion, exhaustion and mental collapse.  The two books
together serve to build up to the final scene, (which Mary Gentle envisaged
before she'd ever begun to write), and both the journey and that scene are
more than worth reading.  Absolutely wonderful.

Rats - well, I loved it, but for different reasons, and I can easily see
people hating it. And yes, it still confuses me, even after four or more
readings.

The Architecture of Desire - I wasn't too keen - very different again from
Rats, although it uses Valentine and Causabon again (with different
backgrounds, though.) I found the underlying story a bit too sordid for my
tastes - I couldn't conceive much of a liking for any of the characters,
and that didn't help.

Grunts - Um.  Imaginative, very clever, a little too long, very funny, and
SICK!  (I admit it, I have a sick sense of humour) It starts off as a kind
of Tolkienesque Last Battle between good and evil - from the point of view
of the Orcs, who are mean. Tolkien's Orcs were cute and cuddly by
comparison. The book is a mess - it follows the misadventures of a small
band of Orcs whose main aim is to survive the Last Battle (which they do
fairly early on), and it meanders from idea to idea, theme to theme, some
of which are wickedly funny and entertaining, and some of which seem to
drag a bit too much.  These vary from the various Marines parodies (which
are at the core of the whole plot), a war crimes trial, a superb Aliens
rip-off, the schemes of a couple of Halflings (who make the Orcs look
pretty benign)

Scattered with so many sick one-liners that its impossible to spot them all
- - "Sergeant, pass me another elf - this one's split" (if you understood
that straight off, you have a sick mind :-) ), no likeable characters at
*all* (if you do spot one in the book, you can guarantee that he/she won't
be alive for long) A memorable read, whether or not you like it.

Andy Lewis
Department of Electronics
and Computer Science     
University of Southampton
ajl@ecs.soton.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 17:34:50 GMT
From: ks@cs.brown.edu (Kate Sanders)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mary Gentle

I thought _Golden Witchbreed_ was an excellent book: characters, plot,
structure, style, the details of a new world, all about as good as they
could be. Fortunately it is self-contained; the sequel, I agree, is
definitely disappointing. The sequel is called something like _Different
Light_, though; _Rats and Gargoyles_ is a different book. I haven't been
able to get more than about 50 pages into RG, but I was hoping that was
because appreciating the book involves learning the details of another new
and original world, and I haven't worked hard enough at it yet. Sorry to
hear that you didn't like it even after reading the whole book. But don't
give up on Gentle before trying _Golden Witchbreed_.

Kate

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 18:37:01 GMT
From: pws@s-a.amtp.liv.ac.uk (Peter Stephenson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mary Gentle - some reviews (Was: Rats and Gargoyles)

IMHO Rats and Gargoyles is possibly the most startling original example of
fantasy I have ever read.  It is certainly difficult to read and time after
time I found myself wondering whether I had interpreted something correctly
even though there was no other obvious explanation.  Also, the plot flags a
little and I found the scenes between Valentine and Casaubon rather slow,
as I did some of the scenes towards the end where reality appeared to be
turning upside down every page or so.  Nonetheless, I though the picture of
the city, its inhabitants, its architecture and its mythology to be quite
stunning.  It's the sort of book a lot of well-known fantasy writers have
aimed towards but never quite managed to produce.  It might be easier to
take in small doses: there are a couple of short stories set in the same
world in the collection `Scholars and Soldiers' along with some other
stories, some not very good, one at least (`The Pits Beneath the World',
which is S.F. rather than fantasy) brilliant.

Golden Witchbreed is my next favourite, and could almost be by a different
author; it's fairly standard, but well-written, S.F. with fantasy
overtones.  I didn't feel the sequel, Ancient Light, worked at all.

Peter Stephenson
Department of Physics
University of Wales at Swansea
Singleton Park, Swansea, SA2 8PP, U.K.
Tel. +44 792 205678 extn. 4461
P.Stephenson@swan.ac.uk
pws@ukacrl.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 07:37:34 GMT
From: Nick_Janow@mindlink.bc.ca (Nick Janow)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mary Gentle

I read one of Mary Gentle's books - Golden Witchbreed, and found it slow
reading, but I liked the depth of it.  It's definitely not light reading,
but I found it worthwhile.

I read the sequel, and found it disappointing.  I forget the title of the
sequel, but if it's Rats and Gargoyles, I agree with your description.  It
was slower than G W, but lacked what made G W worth reading.

Nick_Janow@mindlink.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 10:02:18 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mary Gentle

The sad case of Mary Gentle is evidence that copy-editing is a lost art in
this modern, author's-disk-straight-through-to-the-printers publishing
industry.  I enjoyed Gentle's lushly described decaying hermetic city and
the poses developed by her characters, but the plot and writing are both
dire.

The majority of "Rats and Gargoyles" is taken up with events on one
particularly portentous and foreshadowed day that turned into a complete
anti-climax for me as Gentle spun it out by a manic scene-shifting
narrative that insisted on a different location every page or so.  As for
the writing, Gentle has very basic problems with this: she seems to feel
reluctant to call her characters by name, so even when they're the
viewpoint they're confusingly referred to by a plethora of epithets (a
variant on said-bookism, I suppose).  She also feels the need to describe
in painful detail her characters' appearances, expressions and slightest
movements (one critic compared this to the blocking that goes on in cartoon
scripts).  These problems ought to be trivial things that were found by the
editors on first submission and gently corrected.

The good news is that Gentle was getting better, as of "The Architecture of
Desire", which is calmer and less confusing, but I simply couldn't be
bothered to read anything of hers after that (wannabe soldiers turn me off
just as much if they're female as if they're male).

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 00:36:20 GMT
From: RKOSTER3@ua1vm.ua.edu (Raph Koster)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mary Gentle

_Rats and Gargoyles_ is NOT stylistically or plotwise similar to her
earlier work... no Renaissance, no extravagantly confusing names, no
tortured language, in either _Golden Witchbreed_ or _Ancient Light_.

_GW_ is a pretty good depiction of an alien society with a nicely drawn
culture, a so-so paranoia plot and a nice twist. It plays some with issues
of gender but not really all that much.

_AL_ is a sequel that was apparently intended to be there from the
beginning (i.e. it was not written to cash in on _GW_, or so I've heard.).
It returns to the milieu of _GW_ and SPOILER thoroughly destroys it in one
of the most utterly depressing endings I have seen in a long time. :-)

I enjoyed both quite a lot, and reread _GW_ for pleasure every once in a
while.  I don't know that I will ever reread _AL_ because it was too damn
depressing.

Raph Koster
rkoster3@ua1vm.ua.edu
rkoster@english.as.ua.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 20:57:43 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mary Gentle: The Architecture of Desire

		 The Architecture of Desire by Mary Gentle
		       A book review by Gareth Rees
			Copyright 1993 Gareth Rees

   This is not quite a sequel to "Rats and Gargoyles", but it does concern
two characters who appeared in that novel and in the story collection
"Soldiers and Scholars": Valentine Roseveare, master-physician of the
Invisible College of soldier-scholars (and yes - for once the cover is an
accurate portrayal of her dress), and Balthazar Casaubon, corpulent
Rabelasian master-architect likewise.  Together they make one of the oddest
couples ever seen in the fantasy genre.

   The plot is unconnected with that of "Rats and Gargoyles" - indeed there
are few hints that we are in the same universe as that of the magical,
crumbling 'city at the heart of the world' ruled by demons and rats, that
was depicted in that novel.  Instead we are in a cross-dressing
seventeenth-century England, where Queen Carola and the Protector-General
Olivia vie for power on the brink of civil war.

   Seventeenth-century London is, under Gentle's eye, as lushly described
as the nameless city of "Rats and Gargoyles": here, the heads on poles
along London bridge mutter a recitation of their crimes; weathervanes croak
weather forecasts and offer directions; the Queen cures disease with her
touch; and Isaac Newton discovers that, contrary to popular opinion, the
sun goes around the Earth.

   There are, however, basic problems with the writing.  The manic
page-by-page scene-switching that made "Rats and Gargoyles" hard to read
has calmed, but Gentle is still reluctant to call her characters by name:
Valentine is referred to variously as 'White Crow', 'Roseveare',
'master-physician', 'soldier-scholar', 'the cinnamon-haired woman' and by
other epithets.  This is especially disconcerting as Valentine is, for much
of the novel, the viewpoint character.  Pages of unattributed dialogue are
followed by a sentence like "She looked at the woman", and the reader must
look back frantically to find out exactly who looked at whom.  This kind of
thing would be so easy to correct, and would do wonders for Gentle's
readability - let's hope her editor is reading this.

   The plot?  Valentine and Casaubon are seemingly far removed from turmoil
at their country estate.  But trouble comes in the form of a summons for
Casaubon to London where plans to build a puritan temple to the sun are
being ruined by supernatural influence.  Valentine meets the
Protector-General's messenger, Desire-of-the-Lord Guillaime, fails to save
her from rape and then gets the hots for her, with tragic consequences.
Valentine is embroiled in machinations between Olivia and Carola.  Casaubon
discovers that the temple cannot be built.  The rapist is sentenced to
hang.  Valentine and Casaubon fall out over Desire-of-the-Lord, and the
ending is provocatively inconclusive.

Title:     The Architecture of Desire
Author:    Mary Gentle
Publisher: Bantam Press
Date:      1991

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 21:25:41 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mary Gentle - some reviews

I've read GW, AL, and most of R&G.

I liked Golden Witchbreed the best - it's by far the easiest read as well.
Ancient Light does some metaphorical violence to the worldivew in GW.  This
is probably part of the reason I didn't like it as much.  I actually think
the darker view taken in AL is closer to reality, while the more romantic
view in GW is, well, romanticized.  However, I enjoyed reading GW more.
And I have developed a dislike for authors re-organizing the universe on
me, even if they did plan it in advance.  (Or even if they didn't,
actually).  It's still worth reading for the ending, though.  IMO. (If this
sounds a little inconsistent, what can I say? :-().

Rats & Gargoyles didn't impress me much.  It had a few interesting ideas,
but was too muddy for my taste.  Eventually, it meandered around to a
conclusion, but it was too unfocused for my tastes.  The plot didn't really
carry it for me, neither did the characterization.  YMMV.

The others I haven't read.

------------------------------
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	       Books - Gerrold (2 msgs) & Gibson (7 msgs) &
                       Jablokov (4 msgs) & Martin

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 19:47:18 GMT
From: ashbery@tenet.edu (William George Ashbery)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gerrold Chthorr Wars

Does anyone know if Gerrold is ever going to continue this series?  Some of
us have been waiting for several years to see what's going to happen next,
and how he's going to extricate himself from the (seeming) corner he had
written himself into at the end of the last book.

Bill Ashbery
ashbery@tenet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 00:19:08 GMT
From: geoffb@coos.dartmouth.edu (Geoff Bronner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gerrold Chthorr Wars

ashbery@TENET.EDU (William George Ashbery) writes:
>Does anyone know if Gerrold is ever going to continue this series?  Some
>of us have been waiting for several years to see what's going to happen
>next, and how he's going to extricate himself from the (seeming) corner he
>had written himself into at the end of the last book.

Well, I suppose that depends on which book you are referring to? The
paperback edition of Book 4: A Season for Slaughter (Jan 93) contains an
interview with Gerrold where he says that the 'trilogy' could have at least
7 books. Book 5: A Method for Madness was in progress whenever the
interview was conducted.

It is interesting to note that NO promises were made about a publication
date this time around.

geoffb@Dartmouth.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 20:56:21 GMT
From: rphanser@unix.amherst.edu (RUSSELL PAUL HANSER)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gibson's _Virtual_Light_

I was wondering if anybody out there has read Gibson's Virtual Light?  I
actually didn't get into Neuromancer, but this one looks interesting (the
jacket).  I would like to know what you thought of this, and also whether
it is so like the others that I should pass on it...

Russ

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 00:17:21 GMT
From: markg@ichips.intel.com (Mark Gonzales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gibsons _Virtual_Light_

I liked it much better than the others. It is about people who are
insignificant on the global scheme of things (a rent-a-cop and a bike
messenger). No super hacker heroes here. It is not so far in the future as
the sprawl novels.

It is a hell of a lot better than _The Difference Engine_.

On the down side, he slanders Portland, Oregon. I've never seen sprinklers
trained onto the sidewalk to keep the homeless away around downtown
Portland, and I live downtown, so I think I would have seen them if they do
exist.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 16:01:58 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gibsons _Virtual_Light_

Mark Gonzales <markg@ichips.intel.com> wrote:
>I liked it much better than the others. It is about people who are
>insignificant on the global scheme of things (a rent-a-cop and a bike
>messenger). No super hacker heroes here. It is not so far in the future as
>the sprawl novels.

Actually, I don't think the Sprawl books were supposed to be all that far
in the future. Definitely it's a different future than _Virtual Light_, but
I don't think it was all that far down the line... (I'm probably wrong on
this)

And I would question the characterization of the main characters of the
Sprawl novels as being "super hacker heroes." Granted, Case from
Neuromancer is a hacker ("cowboy"), but he's definitely pretty small time.
The hacker character in Count Zero is a punk kid, and I don't recall who
was the hero in Mona Lisa Overdrive. Molly is a wandering mercenary of some
sort. Etc..

None of these people are, by themselves, "significant on the global scheme
of things." They get caught up in events that _are_ significant, but they
themselves are just petty hustlers caught up in the grand designs of
others.  I think it was Bruce Sterling who described this as "low life and
high tech."

The characters in Virtual Light are in the same basic situation. None of
them are by themselves important, but the VR shades lifted by the bike
messenger _are_ important, and the characters wind up in well over their
heads.

The only major difference is that Gibson has decided to come at this from a
different angle than the more hacker-centered Sprawl works.

>On the down side, he slanders Portland, Oregon. I've never seen sprinklers
>trained onto the sidewalk to keep the homeless away around downtown
>Portland, and I live downtown, so I think I would have seen them if they
>do exist.

They're not there _yet_...

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 20:48:38 GMT
From: mksmith@metronet.com (Michael Kalen Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gibsons _Virtual_Light_

I bought _Virtual Light_ in hardcover and I've made several attempts to get
into it because I really *want* to read it ... but I may have to wait for a
paperback edition because the f***king bold sans-serif typeface and the
wonky page design drives me right round the bend!

Michael Kalen Smith
Dallas, Texas
mksmith@metronet.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 06:20:07 GMT
From: akriger@halcyon.com (Andrew G. Kriger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gibsons _Virtual_Light_

Give it a read.  It's overall an enjoyable book.  His bridge, shantytown
culture is well done, and the future looks grim as usual (a west-coast take
on the east-coast sprawl?).

Unfortunately (bad with the good) it suffers from the same problems I found
with Count Zero and Mona Lisa Overdrive - we have too many story threads
cap'n and we running out of pages in the book; well, we'll just tie them
all off neatly like so, and voila the ending.  But otherwise, like I said,
a good book.

Andrew Kriger
akriger@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 01:03:31 GMT
From: bkoike@sdcc5.ucsd.edu (Bryce Koike)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gibsons _Virtual_Light_

oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel) writes:
>Mark Gonzales <markg@ichips.intel.com> wrote:
>>I liked it much better than the others. It is about people who are
>>insignificant on the global scheme of things (a rent-a-cop and a bike
>>messenger). No super hacker heroes here. It is not so far in the future
>>as the sprawl novels.

It's a somewhat more believable read that, in my own opinion, contains a
lot more interesting material than, say, Neuromancer.  (Or perhaps it's
just because I've read Neuromancer too many times for my own good.  Shrug)

The "hackers" here aren't super-glorified beings, but described as either
being somewhat reclusive, nerdy, or out of touch.  In fact, fairly
reminiscent of Snow Crash (along with Chevette who is practically a carbon
copy of Stephenson's charater...)

>Actually, I don't think the Sprawl books were supposed to be all that far
>in the future. Definitely it's a different future than _Virtual Light_,
>but I don't think it was all that far down the line... (I'm probably wrong
>on this)

Depends on how fast you assume that technology advances.  Virtual Light
could easily take place in the very early 21st Century.  The Sprawl series
has artificial intelligence, direct neural interfaces, and more -
technology beyond the grasp of the people in VL.  I'd assume that the
Sprawl series would date a few decades after VL.  I'm not saying that they
share the same timeline, now...

>And I would question the characterization of the main characters of the
>Sprawl novels as being "super hacker heroes." Granted, Case from
>Neuromancer is a hacker ("cowboy"), but he's definitely pretty small time.
>The hacker character

Actually, he appeared to be among the highly-ranked cowboys.  Certainly not
the best (getting burned out in the way he did pretty much denied him any
chances of it anyway).  But big time hackers were names in the Sprawl.

>in Count Zero is a punk kid, and I don't recall who was the hero in Mona
>Lisa Overdrive. Molly is a wandering mercenary of some sort. Etc..

Um, back up a little.  Bobby Newmark is a hacker wannabe - in Count Zero
he's not even a novice, really.  To be honest, he doesn't count.  Jammer
(also from CZ) was a god to Bobby and was fairly well respected by everyone
who talked to him.  Other examples are Bobby Quine who was quite a name
himself...

Now compare these people to the hackers of Virtual Light who are basically
outlaws who live in a fantasy reality where they think that they can change
the world, but have to live as exiles.  Or the ones who strap on VL goggles
to escape reality, whatever.  They're still criminals of one type or
another, but in the Sprawl series they were revered and respected...

>None of these people are, by themselves, "significant on the global scheme
>of things." They get caught up in events that _are_ significant, but they
>themselves are just petty hustlers caught up in the grand designs of
>others.  I think it was Bruce Sterling who described this as "low life and
>high tech."

Yes, but the big hackers of VL talk big and accomplish little.  Not an
enormous difference, but it is interesting to see how Gibson's portrayal of
them changes.  

Gibson isn't god, but he's a far better read than Danielle Steele :) (Okay,
I wouldn't know that for certain...maybe I'm wrong...but I doubt it)

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 15:53:23 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gibsons _Virtual_Light_

Bryce Koike <bkoike@sdcc5.ucsd.edu> wrote:
Re: Case, Bobby Newmark, Jammer, Bobby Quine, and someone else...

>Now compare these people to the hackers of Virtual Light who are basically
>outlaws who live in a fantasy reality where they think that they can
>change the world, but have to live as exiles.  Or the ones who strap on VL
>goggles to escape reality, whatever.  They're still criminals of one type
>or another, but in the Sprawl series they were revered and respected...

It's a difference in perspective. In the Sprawl, the people we see are
those who hang out in the Gentleman Loser- cowboys and hustlers themselves.
Of course they respect and revere the big-time cowboys.

But what about the middle-class suburban slug who gets burned because one
of these cowboys raids the cyberspace offices of his bank? I doubt
"respect" and "revere" would come close. The attitude towards the cowboys
from this segment of the population would be pretty much the same as the
attitude that the rent-a-cop (forgot his name) in VL has towards the
Republic of Desire.

Most likely, if one were to move in the same sort of circles in VL, one
would find a similar respect for God-Eater et al. However, Gibson has
chosen to give us the other view...

>>None of these people are, by themselves, "significant on the global
>>scheme of things." They get caught up in events that _are_ significant,
>>but they themselves are just petty hustlers caught up in the grand
>>designs of others.  I think it was Bruce Sterling who described this as
>>"low life and high tech."
>
>Yes, but the big hackers of VL talk big and accomplish little.  Not an
>enormous difference, but it is interesting to see how Gibson's portrayal
>of them changes. 

Well, the point doesn't apply as well, since the Republic of Desire are not
the focus of the book's action the way, say, Case is. A lot of this has to
do with their position in the story itself. One could imagine Gibson
writing a story about some fledgling member of the RoD pulling some sort of
grand computer heist - along the lines of "Burning Chrome."

However, the story here is not about the hackers, it's about people who
have minimal knowledge of how to make computers work, acting out in the
"real" world. It's a far different thing.

But to argue this from the other angle for a second: what sort of global
relevance do the Sprawl hackers have, if we leave out the matrix-changing
results of the Straylight Run? Bobby Quine in "Burning Chrome" breaks a
pimp. Granted, he makes a spectacular amount of money, but does this really
change the world on a global scale? Does it really change the world outside
of the seamy side of the Sprawl? Quine is famous at the time of the story,
but only among the Gentleman Loser crowd. And he's still living day to day,
pulling (relatively) small jobs that net him enough cash to make it to his
next girlfriend.

And there are hundreds of other hackers who are orders of magnitude less
significant, even among the underworld of the Sprawl. And there are
hundreds who try to make the big score and get killed by the Yakuza.

The few characters we see in the Sprawl books are the exception, not the
rule.  Presumably, the Republic of Desire boasts its own Bobby Quines, who
make the big score, and achieve infamy. And it probably also has its fair
share of Cases (Straylight aside) who try to burn someone out of their
league and end up burned out in the VL equivalent of Chiba City.

VL does represent a change in perspective wrt the hacker set, but it is not
the one originally suggested. It's the shift from the underworld view of
the hacker-as-role-model to the Middle America, rent-a-cop view of the
hacker-as small-time hood. In the end, they are the same hackers.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 04:09:26 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alexander Jablokov

   I recently finished _Nimbus_ and I've read _A Deeper Sea_, both by
Jablokov, and am I the only one who thinks he missing one undefinable thing
to be writing REALLY great books?  Does anyone think they can put their
virtual finger on what's missing?

Gregg  Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 14:13:48 GMT
From: dcs@neutron.chem.yale.edu (Dave Schweisguth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alexander Jablokov

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu wrote:
>I recently finished _Nimbus_ and I've read _A Deeper Sea_, both by
>Jablokov, and am I the only one who thinks he missing one undefinable
>thing to be writing REALLY great books?  Does anyone think they can put
>their virtual finger on what's missing?

Let me try: emotional involvement. "Sense of wonder", even. I've read "A
Deeper Sea", but not "Nimbus", and I agree with your assessment. ADS makes
it clear that the author knows that the reader has read any number of books
about dolphins and future history and cyborgs and whatnot; there is little
exposition (because we know it all) or excitement (because we've seen it
all). The end of the novel is heavily foreshadowed, apparently on the
assumption that we wouldn't have been surprised anyway. I think ADS
would've been A Perfect Book if it had made me say "Wow!" just once.

I can't resist mentioning here that I thought "The Princess Bride" (the
movie, not the book, which I haven't read) was really stupid, for something
like the same reason.

I've also read Jablokov's "Carve the Sky", and never tire of recommending
it.  I think he *did* involve himself, and the sympathetic reader, with his
subject. It's a good SF mystery, but it's irresistible because of its
impact on anyone who's ever been hopelessly taken by a particular work of
art.

So, has anyone been really involved by "ADS" or "Nimbus"? I'm looking
forward to the latter because it's Jablokov, but a little less so because
I'm carrying around all this critical baggage. 1/2 :-)

And just because I feel like typing a little more, how about Ian McDonald:
I was bowled over by "Desolation Road"; it was absolutely charming. I
haven't liked a novel he's written since. Every one of them was
insufferably smug.

Dave Schweisguth   
Yale MB&B & Chemistry
dcs@neutron.chem.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 19:54:09 GMT
From: gmcdonald@zdi.ziff.com (glenn mcdonald)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alexander Jablokov

I, too, thought _Carve the Sky_ was intense, and _A Deeper Sea_ and
_Nimbus_ weren't quite as involving, but I can't pinpoint why, either.
Maybe I just liked the characters better.

Glenn

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 02:09:09 GMT
From: cliftonr@netcom.com (Pope Clifton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alexander Jablokov

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu wrote:
>I recently finished _Nimbus_ and I've read _A Deeper Sea_, both by
>Jablokov, and am I the only one who thinks he missing one undefinable
>thing to be writing REALLY great books?  Does anyone think they can put
>their virtual finger on what's missing?

  It's whatever he had in _To Carve The Sky_.  My wife and I both read that
first, and were floored by it.  We were both disappointed by _Nimbus_ and
_A Deeper Sea_.  Both seemed too frenetic and disjointed.

  _To Carve The Sky_ is more contemplative?  Has a sense of wonder?  Has
characters with genuine emotions?  Whatever it is, it works for me.

Clifton Royston
cliftonr@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 01:21:44 GMT
From: balt98@access2.digex.net (Baltimore in 98)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George R. R. Martin

According to GRRM himself (on GEnie) he's currently pitching a new series
concept to the networks and working with Melinda Snodgras on screenplays
based on Wild Cards and Burrough's A PRINCESS OF MARS.

Perrianne Lurie
baltimore98@access.digex.net

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Llywelyn (4 msgs) & McDonald (3 msgs) &
                      Piper (3 msgs) & Rice & Sheffield &
                      Spinrad & Stephenson & Tolkien &
                      Willis (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 05:13:07 GMT
From: al@iris.claremont.edu (prunesquallor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BOOK REVIEW - MORGAN LLYWLELYN "DRUIDS"

ssaunder@FOX.NSTN.NS.CA ("Steve Saunders") writes:
>From Beverley Richardson
>According to the inside front cover, this author has written other books
>including: "The Wind from Hastings", "Lion of Ireland", "The Horse
>Goddess", "Bard", "Grania" and "Red Branch".

I've read _Red Branch_ and _Lion of Ireland_ and enjoyed them.

In addition to the above books, she has written _The Elementals_ and one
other, more recent one whose name escapes me.

Michael L. Medlin 
al@iris.claremont.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 15:08:51 GMT
From: elspeth@xocolatl.com (Elspeth Sapphire)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BOOK REVIEW - MORGAN LLYWLELYN "DRUIDS"

I read "The Horse Goddess", but it was many years ago and I don't remember
much more than I enjoyed it.  If I remember right, it was about the Greeks
learned to raise and ride horses.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 23:26:17 GMT
From: ALBUNCE@main.rmwc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Morgan Llylewyn

Yes!  _Grania_, the story of a female pirate, was excellent, as was _Red
Branch_.  I have read her others, but so long ago that I can't recall much.
Definitely give them a try, though!

Anna L. Bunce
albunce@main.rmwc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 23:07:03 GMT
From: twymer@cie-2.uoregon.edu (Theresa Wymer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BOOK REVIEW - MORGAN LLYWLELYN "DRUIDS"

(elspeth@xocolatl.com) wrote:
>I read "The Horse Goddess", but it was many years ago and I don't remember
>much more than I enjoyed it.  If I remember right, it was about the Greeks
>learned to raise and ride horses.

Actually, 'twas the Celts.  It's a story about Epona, the Celtic horse
goddess, and takes place apparently before their people became nomadic.
Epona (portrayed here as a human) spends some time out on the steppes,
brings back horses, and starts quite a revolution in transport, much to the
chagrin of the conservatives in the tribe.

Theresa Wymer
twymer@cie-2.uoregon.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 06:39:50 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alexander Jablokov

dcs@neutron.chem.yale.edu (Dave Schweisguth) writes:
>And just because I feel like typing a little more, how about Ian McDonald:
>I was bowled over by "Desolation Road"; it was absolutely charming. I
>haven't liked a novel he's written since. Every one of them was
>insufferably smug.

Coincidentally, I just read _Desolation Road_ over break.  At first, I
found it quite annoying, with lots of little subplots that didn't seem to
fit together.  Of course, as the book progressed, I began to see things
fall into place.

Was it just me, or did the town of Desolation Road seem more appealing
before ROTECH et al. took it over?  I kind of liked the image of a
forgotten town living its life untouched by the rest of civilization.

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 01:56:57 GMT
From: sauron@cesun1.ee.nus.sg (Soh Kam Yung)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ian McDonald: Scissors Cut Paper Wrap Stone...

I've just read in Locus that Ian McDonald's latest work, Scissors Cut Paper
Wrap Stone, is out. Has anybody see it yet? The Locus reviewer liked it.

After reading The Broken Land, I wonder how McDonald hands Japan in that
novella...

Soh Kam Yung
sauron@ee.nus.sg
engp3010@leonis.nus.sg

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 16:19:21 GMT
From: weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu (Matthew P Wiener)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ian McDonald: Scissors Cut Paper Wrap Stone...

sauron@cesun1 (Soh Kam Yung) writes:
>I've just read in Locus that Ian McDonald's latest work, Scissors Cut
>Paper Wrap Stone, is out. Has anybody see it yet? The Locus reviewer liked
>it.

Yes, it's a slim paperback.  I got mine in Tower Books about a week ago.

Matthew P Wiener
weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 00:27:27 GMT
From: pstaplet@nyx10.cs.du.edu (Patrick  Stapleton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen sequels

The discussion about H. Beam Pipers works brought to mind the book Lord
Kalvan, and the authorized sequel GREAT KINGS WAR (by Green and Carr).
Apparently they were at one time working on a second sequel tentatively
titled GUNPOWDER GOD.  A segment of which was published as a short story in
Pournelle's THERE WILL BE WAR Vol. 8 anthology in 1989.  The editorial
comments along with the story indicated that the book would be out "soon".
 My question is, was the book ever published?  If it was, I missed it
somehow and would really like to find it.  Can anyone help?

Pat Stapleton
stapletonsmc-mis.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 03:09:07 GMT
From: lindsay+@cs.cmu.edu (Donald Lindsay)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen sequels

Patrick  Stapleton <pstaplet@nyx10.cs.du.edu> wrote:
>The discussion about H. Beam Pipers works brought to mind the book Lord
>Kalvan, and the authorized sequel GREAT KINGS WAR (by Green and Carr).
>Apparently they were at one time working on a second sequel
>
> My question is, was the book ever published? 

I hope not. The "sequel" was nowhere near as good as the original.
Battles, more battles, bleah.

D.C.Lindsay
Carnegie Mellon Computer Science

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 13:41:21 GMT
From: Alexandra_Haropulos.McLean_CSD@xerox.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Subject: Re: Paratime Police

Thanks to Gharlane for sharing his usual fund of lore, this time on Piper.
I remember being 12 or so and reading Campbell's affecting cover note for
"Down Styphon", which related his remorse on failing to contact Piper
personally about the sales.

Stuck in bed with the flu last week, I re-read _Four Day Planet_. It is the
only Piper tale I can recall without a single woman in it. I have always
enjoyed the way that he wrote his female characters, but they strike me as
being written by someone with more appreciation than experience. Forgive me
if I am asking personal questions about someone who cannot clear their own
record, but does anyone know anything about Piper's personal life? Did he
go to college? Did he ever work in mining or the police? Was he ever
married or engaged? What kind of family did he come from?

I'm sure there must be a bio somewhere, but I have never seen it.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 16:58:47 GMT
From: JHENKE@ucs.indiana.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Rice

   Specifically in response to the series of letters on/about Anne Rice's
new book, Lasher.  First off, I gave up on her after "Interview with a
Vampire"; all the rest seemed too much like cashing in on her own sudden
popularity and the vampire cachet.  Some of us think that this business
should have stopped with 'Dark Shadows', thank you.  "The Witching Hour"
was too long for its own good, and the fact that I paused reading it over
the Thanksgiving Holiday didn't help me to keep track of the plotline and
characters.  I only got about a hundred pages into "Lasher" before I
realized that this tome was even more convoluted than the last.  Gabriel
Garcia Marquez would be proud.

JJ
jhenke.indiana.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 22:01:09 GMT
From: gordon@research.canon.oz.au (Gordon Clare)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Next book in Sheffield's _Heritage Universe_?

pss1@christa.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro) writes:
>BTW, can anyone recommend other good stuff by Sheffield?

It's been *ages* since I've read any Sheffield... but from memory:

*MILD SPOILER ALERT* - but hey, these books are old :-)

The Nimrod Hunt - it had a couple of good ideas but the basic story line
seemed to fall flat.  The good ideas being a military experiment gone wrong
thing, and the "tinkers" where individuals are made up of heaps of tiny
flying subunits that operate purely on instinct.  Also, at the end of the
book, individuals from several races were fused together by these tinker
things into some sort of "overmind".

Proteus Unbound - A couple of good ideas again.  Sheffield's body forming
or body art stuff which I can't remember what he called it , but on the
whole a bit of a joke.

Between the Strokes of Night - (what sort of title is that :-) ). Wasn't
too bad.  Some people are slowing themselves down by greater and greater
degrees where, in the limit, you can see how the universe is being
physically manipulated.  (This was benign manipulation though, to recreate
the universe in its death throes.)

Gordon Clare
Canon Information Systems Research Australia
P.O. Box 313 North Ryde
NSW, Australia 2113
gordon@research.canon.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 19:21:19 GMT
From: egstein@scws3.harvard.edu (Evan Stein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Little Heroes

SPOILERS
 
I think the author is Norman Spinrad... the book is Little Heroes...

It's about a future when Rock and Roll are completely computer generated -
the music is made on a Vox Box and now a new company wants to create a
character for videos that can be computer controlled as well.  Enter
"...Jack" he's controlled by two computer geeks (not really) who spend most
of their days thinking about sex and what they might have been.
 
The book spirals out of control with people becoming addicted to computer
drugs (like tek) and other computer generated characters appearing.

The book is great at times, slow at times, and just plain weird. (I liked
it)

I don't know much more about it than the title and the author.  Anyone else
have major comments?  What else has Spinrad written.  I seem to recall a
review of another Science Fiction piece in Ent. Wkly.

Evan 

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 13:59:20 GMT
From: reeder@reed.edu (P. Douglas Reeder)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: "Snow Crash" by Neil Stephenson

		      "Snow Crash" by Neil Stephenson
		review copyright 1994 by P. Douglas Reeder

Comic-book cyberpunk Chariots of the Gods.  That tells you all you need to
know about Neil Stephenson's _Snow Crash_, but I should explain a bit.

The writing is at the comic book level (the main character's name is Hiro
Protagonist); the heroes prevail because their tricks and gadgets always
work, while those of other characters fail sooner or later.  The other main
chararacter, Y.T., escapes from a building full of policemen by using
commonly available gadgets.  The policemen apparently haven't considered
how to deal with commonly available weapons and gadgets.  Y.T. rides a
skateboard and (as is commonly done in this world), harpoons passing
vehicles for a pull.  It might be possible to ride a towed skateboard at
freeway speeds for a while, but sooner or later you'd fall and be run over
by a following vehicle.  More to the point, you'd be shot by angry drivers,
and in this anarchic world, there's nothing to stop them from doing so.
And these skateboards with the fantastically self-adjusting wheels would
use more power than would be needed to just push the board forward.  One of
the principal villains can throw spears that penetrate bulletproof vests.
People drift across the Pacific in a raft of small boats, miraculously not
being sunk by storms or running out of food on the three-year journey.

Cyberpunk.  All the usual stuff is here - anarchy, soul-less corporations
taking over, virtous criminal hackers.  Stephenson has totally missed an
obvious point about cyberspace: its geometry is radically different from
the real world.  There is no such thing as distance between two pieces of
information; you can form a link between any two pieces of information you
choose.  In Stephenson's cyberspace, people must use a virtual mass-transit
system to navigate between data and have a title to virtual real-estate.
One of the things which science fiction does is to use the imagination to
extrapolate possible worlds which are _different_ from ours; Stephenson's
virtual world is just like ours, despite having a radically different
basis.

Chariots of the Gods.  It's ancient computer hackers instead of ancient
astronauts, but otherwise the same fuzzy thinking and theories that explain
everything.  There are some ideas here that are well suited to making
interesting fiction, but Stephenson's presentation was a real turn-off,
with tedious expository lumps and exposition that cries out for critical
examination.

So, if you don't care about plausibility, imagination, or critical
thinking, you may find this an entirely readable novel.

Author:     Neal Stephenson
Title:      Snow Crash
Publisher:  Bantam
City:       New York, NY
Date:       copyright 1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-56261-4
Pages:      470 pp
Keywords:   comic-book cyberpunk Chariots of the Gods
Comments:   paperback $5.99

Doug Reeder
reeder@reed.edu
...!tektronix!reed!reeder

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 13:58:26 GMT
From: pit@trillian.cc.ttu.ee (Peter Myakoshin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: J.R.R. Tolkien saga continuation

Yesterday I bought a copy of _Free_Continuation_of_The_Lord_of_The_Rings_,
written in Russian by Nick Perumov and published in neighbor Russia.  The
books also have the subtitle: _300_years_later_.

Here are some brief facts about the author: Nick Perumov is young
Sankt-Peterburg writer, worked on this book during 1987-1992. I've never
heard about him before. In the introduction, written by another person, it
is said, that this is not strictly a continuation of J.R.R.  Tolkien's
_The_Lord_of_The_Rigns_, it is only based on it.

I can compose my opinion about these books and upload it into listserver,
if you are interested in it.

And also one question: does anybody know anything about things like that
for Tolkien's saga (I mean like _Scarlet_ by Margaret Repley for
_Gone_with_the_Wind_)?

Title:The Elf's Sword
Author: Nick Perumov
City: Sankt-Peterburg
Date: December 1993
Publisher: Severo-Zapad (North-West)
Comments: hardback, ~$3 (40 Estonian crowns)
Pages: 735
Series: Ring of Darkness
Volume: I

Title: The Black Spear
Author: Nick Perumov
City: Sankt-Peterburg
Date: December 1993
Publisher: Severo-Zapad (North-West)
Comments: hardback, ~$3 (40 Estonian crowns)
Pages: 895
Series: Ring of Darkness
Volume: II

Peter Myakoshin
Tallinn Technical University
Estonia
pit@cc.ttu.ee

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 18:10:09 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Impossible Things - Connie Willis

"Schwarzschild Radius," "In the Late Cretaceous," and "At the Rialto" are
in a sense variants of the same approach - using human behavior as a
metaphor for scientific things: specifically the Schwarzschild radius, the
extinction of the dinosaurs, and the subatomic chaos described by quantum
theory.  I think they all work extremely well.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 15:59:28 GMT
From: bell@rock.enet.dec.com (Shane L. Bell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Impossible Things - Connie Willis

hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty) writes:
>"Schwarzschild Radius," "In the Late Cretaceous," and "At the Rialto" are
>in a sense variants of the same approach - using human behavior as a
>metaphor for scientific things: specifically the Schwarzschild radius, the
>extinction of the dinosaurs, and the subatomic chaos described by quantum
>theory.  I think they all work extremely well.

I understood "At the Rialto" in that manner and now "Schwarzschild Radius"
makes more sense (Thanks!) but I still don't get the feeling that "In the
Late Cretaceous" is a metaphor for the extinction of the dinosaurs.  Care
to elaborate your thoughts on the matter?  Thanks!

Shane L. Bell
bell@rock.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 18:36:35 GMT
From: LopezE@rpi.edu (Zed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Impossible Things - Connie Willis

I wouldn't call it a metaphor for the extinction of the dinosaurs, but for
evolution. The environment was changing; the only choices for the life
forms comfortable in the perishing niche was to evolve or perish.

These examples of Willis using her characters' behavior as a metaphor for
scientific phenomena are specific cases of a more general trend in her
writing. She seems fond of theories and having characters act them out, but
she doesn't restrict herself to scientific theories - "Chance", "Distress
Call", and "Death on the Nile" leap to mind.

Zed
PO Box 698
Piscataway NJ 08855
LopezE@rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 00:00:04 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Impossible Things - Connie Willis

I got the idea from a remark Connie Willis herself made at the ICFA to the
effect that the Paleontology Department are dinosaurs running into analogs
of all the things that killed the original dinosaurs.  I realize that
doesn't prove anything, but it goes with my perception.  She also said that
when she sold the story to Doubleday for a dinosaur anthology, some
functionary in the Permissions Dept. decided it was unfair to
paleontologists and she would have to change it, but Robert Silverberg, who
edited the anthology, got them to print the story as written.  (This as a
Horrible Example of the way well-meaning people who don't want to offend
anyone turn into censors.

Arthur D. Hlavaty           
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Tuesday, 1 Feb 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 61

Today's Topics:

		     Books - Vernor Vinge (13 msgs) &
                             Tad Williams (5 msgs) &
                             Colin Wilson (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 15:06:35 GMT
From: skomedal@alkymi.unit.no (Knut Torstein Skomedal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vernor Vinge: what books has he written?

I've bought and read "a Fire upon the Deep" and I liked it very well. Has
he written any other books, and if so, are they any good? Does anyone know
if he's planned to write more books from the same universe?

Knut Skomedal

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jan 94 16:34:13 GMT
From: jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com (Joel Finkle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge: what books has he written?

He doesn't have that many out, you should be able to fill in the blanks.

The Witling: Hard to describe, the back cover blurb doesn't do it justice,
but it's not his best either.  Alien planet, fantasy-like setting
encountering space-faring humans.

The Peace War: What if you could create a force field that was absolutely
impenetrable... for ten thousand years (I may be off by orders of magnitude
here, it's been a while).  Wonky science, great plot.

Marooned in Realtime: The sequel to Peace War.  People come out of the 10^x
year force field bobbles, find the rest of humanity left.  Even wonkier
science, grand, far-reaching plot.  I call this a Bear-ism, where the
sequel picks up the first novel's weird science, turns the knobs up to 11,
and becomes cosmic in nature (See Eon/Eternity, Forge of God/Anvil of the
Stars, etc.).

Across Realtime: Omnibus edition of Peace War, Marooned in Realtime, and a
linking novella (that I haven't read, since I didn't want to shell out $6
for two novels I already have).

There's a few more, I think.

Joel Finkle
Searle R&D
jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 94 00:18:50 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge: what books has he written?

The linking novella ("The Ungoverned") also appears in _True Names...  and
Other Dangers_, together with the title story and three others, which are
OK, but weren't brilliant (I can't remember the names :-)).  "True Names"
is brilliant, and the rest of the stories are definitely worth reading.
"True Names" has also been published stand alone as a novella.

There's another set of short stories _Threats...and Other Promises_ I
haven't found a copy yet so I can't comment.

There's also _Grimm's World_ and _Tatja Grimm's World_, the second being a
rewrite and expansion of the first. I've been warned off these, but YMMV.

According to the authorlist on elbereth.rutgers.edu that covers all his SF
fiction.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 94 01:56:56 GMT
From: rdippold@qualcomm.com (Ron "Asbestos" Dippold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge: what books has he written?

Run out and get "Across Realtime".  It should be readily available (though
I don't know how long new releases take to get to Norway), and it contains
"Peace War," "The Ungoverned," and "Marooned in Realtime" together.  It
precedes Fire Upon the Deep in time.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 94 05:30:10 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge: what books has he written?

whughes@lonestar.utsa.edu (William W. Hughes) writes:
>skomedal@alkymi.unit.no (Knut Torstein Skomedal) writes:
>>I've bought and read "a Fire upon the Deep" and I liked it very well.
>>... Does anyone know if he's planned to write more books from the same
>>universe?
>
>_The Peace War_ and _Marooned in Real Time_, collected under one cover as
>_Across Realtime_. I think they are excellent.

Um, evidence that those are in the same universe, please? The *author* has
stated that they're not (he wants to write more Transcend-universe stories,
but feels that the bobble-universe stories are about done)...

That stated, they're good to read anyway; get them. *I'll* buy anything he
writes *in hardback*...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jan 94 06:02:27 GMT
From: spcoltri@mailhost.ecn.uoknor.edu (Steve Coltrin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge: what books has he written?

rdippold@qualcomm.com (Ron "Asbestos" Dippold) writes:
>Run out and get "Across Realtime"...
>It precedes Fire Upon the Deep in time.

In the sense of publication time, it should be noted; the Bobble stories
are distinct from the Partitioned Galaxy, and _Marooned in Realtime_ takes
place millions of years in the future.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 00:57:37 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge: what books has he written?

On a different subject, and pardon me if this has already been discussed,
but has anybody read 'Grimm's World' or 'The Witling' by Vernor Vinge?
I've picked up both recently and am trying to decide where to put them in
my large 'books to be read' stack.  How are these books???

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 02:05:35 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge: what books has he written?

Since you already have _The Witling_, go ahead and read it.  It's thin and
won't take you long and it has one of the best worked out versions of
teleportation I have ever seen (and yes, I've read Niven).  I didn't much
care for the story, although the gimmicks were great.

I did not read _Grimm's World_; I read _Tatja Grimm's World_, which I
understand to be a reworking/expansion of _Grimm's World_.  This one wasn't
as skinny, and had less cool gimmicks, and the ending was pretty cheesy
(all of which may be less of a problem in the shorter version) although
some of the descriptions toward the end had high, uh, "startle value".  Not
gross-out, per se, and not even major plot surprise/shakeup.  But a bit of
a jolt that comes from a combination of the two.  I've never heard anyone
else react to those descriptions that way, so this may come under the
heading "idiosyncracy" (and, not knowing what _Grimm's World_ includes, the
scenes I'm thinking of may not even be included).

Anyway.  Read _The Witling_ first.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 05:23:48 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge: what books has he written?

Thanks, I shall read 'The Witling' first.

Also, does anybody know if V. Vinge is doing a tour for his latest book?  I
live way up here in the Pacific North West and nobody ever tells me
anything.  Had he already done signings, and will he in the near future?

BTW, I liked his latest book, but I must say that I found the slow-time
male character to be a bit tedious.  VV probably did this on purpose,
because of the 'brainiac' behind the character.  Nevertheless, this
character didn't flow like the rest of them.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 21:10:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.atl.ga.us (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vernor Vinge: what books has he written?

skomedal@alkymi.unit.no (Knut Torstein Skomedal)  writes:
>I've bought and read "a Fire upon the Deep" and I liked it very well. Has
>he written any other books, and if so, are they any good? Does anyone know
>if h planned to write more books from the same universe?

He has already written one other story set in the same universe, "The
Blabber."  It appeared in his story collection _Threats and other
Promises_, which is out of print.  His other story collection, _True Names
and Other Dangers_, is still in print (Baen).  All the stories in these are
good, and some are great.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 13:16:36 GMT
From: dave@blackjoke.bsd.uchicago.edu (Dave Griffith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge: what books has he written?

spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce) writes:
> On a different subject, and pardon me if this has already been discussed,
> but has anybody read 'Grimm's World' or 'The Witling' by Vernor Vinge?
> I've picked up both recently and am trying to decide where to put them in
> my large 'books to be read' stack.  How are these books???

'The Witling' should probably be put in amongst the "mindless books to read
in summer" part of your stack.  Nothing offensive about it, but not great
either. 'Tatja Grimm's World' should be placed as far down your stack as
necessary to insure that you never actually get to it.  Worthless.

Dave Griffith
Information Resources
Biological Sciences Division
University of Chicago
dave@delphi.bsd.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 21:13:06 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge: what books has he written?

Michael Pearce (spamman@u.washington.edu) wrote:
>Also, does anybody know if V. Vinge is doing a tour for his latest book?  

As near as I can tell, you blew it; you should have gone to VikingCon in
Bellingham last fall.  He did sign books.  He even recognized my name from
here.  :-) He's a really neat guy, very smart, very interesting to talk to.
You might want to catch VikingCon this year; his co-winner Connie Willis
will be GoH along with George R.R. Martin.

>Had he already done signings, and will he in the near future?

As near as I can tell, your best bet is the following (ripped bleeding from
the cons posting):

June 30 - July 3, 1995 (Oregon)

   WESTERCON 48.  Red Lion/Jantzen Beach & Columbia River Hotels, Portland,
   OR.  GoH: Vernor Vinge; FGoH: Elayne Pelz.  Memb: $30 until 12/31/93,
   more later (children 6-12 half price).  Info: In the "other hotel" or
   write Westercon 48, PO Box 2584, Portland, Oregon 97208-2584; email:
   74007.3342@compuserve.com or j.lorentz@genie.geis.com.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jan 94 01:18:32 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge: what books has he written?

Cons are nice, but one can only go to so many.  I went to Westercon this
year and that was all I could afford.  I did get to meet some swell authors
there, including Michael Shea, Barbara Hambly, and (of course) Greg Bear.

However, I was wondering if Vinge is going to do a bookstore tour this year
for 'A Fire Upon the Deep', at least for the paperback release.  I've never
met Mr. Vinge, but have heard numerous nice things about him.  Since R.
Crowley seems knowledgable on this topic, and doesn't know of a tour, I
must assume that he's not coming around...I shall weep now.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 06:21:49 GMT
From: bl7489@u.cc.utah.edu (Brad Lauchnor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn

Ulen Neal E (nealu@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu) wrote:
>I'm waiting for _To Green Angel Tower_ to come out in pb before I begin
>the trilogy (I always wait for a series to be completed before I start
>it).
>
>If anyone has read some or all of the trilogy, drop me a line and let me
>know if you liked it or not.

I thought that it was a very good series. Some people have complained that
the books are slow reading. I can't argue that of the several thousand
pages in this series there aren't slow parts but I think the end justifies
the means (so to speak :-) ) I really enjoyed the series quite a bit so
give it a try. It reminded me of Tolkien. Not in the "It's a total rip off
of Tolkien" way, just in the writing style and the ability to tell a story
with subtlety. Sometimes it's nice to read a book where the plot and the
message aren't pounded into your skull with a 12 pound sledge! (Williams
only uses a 3 pound sledge :-) )

Read it
Enjoy it

Brad

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 18:26:36 GMT
From: scg@panix.com (Steven Gould)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn

The first book is the strongest, but I was happy enough reading the whole
thing.  Tad has conveys a sense of the sacredness of the land that many who
work in Tolkienesque fiction completely miss.  (This is, after all, one of
Tolkien's strengths.)  

Steven Gould
scg@panix.com
steve.gould@genie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 20:31:49 GMT
From: garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn

scg@panix.com (Steven Gould) writes:
> The first book is the strongest, but I was happy enough reading the whole
> thing.

Egads, if the first is the best, I'll stop reading now!  I've read the
first and have begun on the second.  The first book really wore on for the
first 500 pages - I thought it was miserable writing, but many of my
friends had told me the story was good and suggested I be patient.  Well,
2/3 of the way through the first book started getting really good, good
enough that I almost forgave Williams for those 500 shitty pages!

Williams still has strikes against himself by my reckoning.  The second
book is starting out good, but if it starts going downhill (as you suggest
that it does) then I'll put it aside until I have time to waste for such
mediocre work.

Bill Garrett
University of North Carolina
Department of Computer Science
garrett@cs.unc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jan 94 21:46:41 GMT
From: palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com (John J. Palmer )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn

scg@panix.com (Steven Gould) wrote:
> The first book is the strongest, but I was happy enough reading the whole
> thing.  Tad has conveys a sense of the sacredness of the land that many
> who work in Tolkienesque fiction completely miss.  (This is, after all,
> one of Tolkien's strengths.)

I don't know why people always try to compare everything to Tolkien, except
in the case of The XXX of Shannara series where the names were changed to
confuse the innocent.

Williams Memory Sorrow and Thorn series is quite good in its own right.  He
avoided rehashing the same ol' Fantasy storyline (though he did start with
it).  Tad paints a good mood, as a reader you are caught in the environment
affecting the charactors, which in many ways were very 3 dimensional. I
can't think of any thing more to say without delving into spoilers...

John Palmer
MDA-SSD M&P
palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jan 94 14:12:39 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn

The series starts slowly. The first part of the initial book seems to drag
along a bit at first, but then things pick up for the rest of the series -
and I came to the conclusion the slow first part is a significant,
worthwhile part of the series, even though it put me off at first reading.
You may well come round to the same idea - after you've read the second
book, think what the effect would have been _without_ the first part.

The third book, IMHO, is weakened a bit by rushing things along; It gives
me the impression that it might have done better if Tad had taken things a
bit slower, even if it meant making it 50% longer but, it's still worth
reading. Overall, I'd highly recommend the series with a reminder that
you may find the start a bit slow, but it's well worth persevering.

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk
jc@selune.demon.co.uk
jerry@shell.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jan 94 20:33:20 GMT
From: rsquires@unm.edu (roger m squires)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _The Space Vampires_ by Colin Wilson

Is this title worth bothering with?  I've read a couple of Wilson's
basically run-of-the-mill mysteries, but none of his sf output.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 22:37:17 GMT
From: subg@atheist.tamu.edu (SubGenius)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _The Space Vampires_ by Colin Wilson

I don't find much of Wilson worth reading.

_The Space Vampires_ was made into a bad film (_Lifeforce_), which should
also be avoided.

As far as his other skiffy goes, I'd say that _The Philosopher's Stone_ is
his best.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 22:37:09 GMT
From: wsinkins@mbcr.bcm.tmc.edu (William G. Sinkins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _The Space Vampires_ by Colin Wilson

The Space Vampires is, er, a novelty.  If you've seen the movie
"Lifeforce", you can read the book that inspired director Tobe Hooper.  The
movie is one of those wild/bizarre but fun-to-watch ones; Leonard Maltin
has a funny description in his Movie Guide.  The book is pretty bad, but
when I saw it, lurid cover and all, for 2 bucks (used) I had to buy it.

Bill Sinkins


 

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jan 94 05:15:19 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _The Space Vampires_ by Colin Wilson

A number of years back, Dan O'Bannon perpetrated a movie called "ALIEN."
This movie derived concepts and entire scenes from Van Vogt short stories
from the early forties, stories which were later composited into the book
"VOYAGE OF THE SPACE BEAGLE."  van Vogt sued, and won a fairly nice
judgement.

Interestingly, Colin Wilson's book, "THE SPACE VAMPIRES," is directly
derived from a novella by A.E. van Vogt.  In the original edition of the
book, Wilson acknowledges this, and thanks van Vogt for granting him,
gratis, full rights to do what he wanted with the idea.  Wilson's treatment
is MUCH different than van Vogt's, and has only a few major plot points in
common but, the VV was definitely the takeoff point.
 
Intriguingly, O'Bannon did the script for "LIFE FORCE," and the "LIFE
FORCE" credits list *only* Colin Wilson as the source of the story.  Since
VV had given Wilson a free rein, Wilson was free to contract rights to his
version of the story without van Vogt having to be involved.
 
I'm sure O'Bannon was amused by being able to get away with not-crediting
van Vogt again.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		      Television - Babylon 5 (8 msgs)


---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 17:38:16 GMT
From: bell@rock.enet.dec.com (Shane L. Bell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: +/- Review: Babylon 5 (SPOILERS)

eljay@panix.com (Vincent J. Murphy) writes:
>>	The pivot, while a cool maneuver, had its problems. When Sinclair
>>pivots around, he has a raider ship flying straight at him, but waits a
>>full second before firing? Why didn't he rapid fire as soon as he was
>>coming out of the pivot? Why wasn't the rader ship going full guns at a
>>stationary target?  Why do ships continue to refuse to mount a pursuit
>>deterrent gun in the rear?  Sinclair lost a little of his "best pilot in
>>the fleet" credibility on this one. But it did look good.
>
>   This really bugged me. I hear all this stuff about how 'accurate' the
>space combat in B5 is, and then I see an example. Why did Sinclair even
>bother to reduce velocity? Why not just turn around? (The silliness of
>having no rear firing weapons is just icing on the cake :)).

   Have you ever tried to shoot something while moving in the other
direction?  What makes you think that it's that easy to be flying in one
direction and not hit anything and be able to aim at someone behind you?
How would you like to hit your own ships instead of the enemy by firing
semi-blind behind you?
   Please people educate me about 'accurate' space combat.  As far as I
know nobody has done it yet.  Until then it's all people's opinions and why
are yours necessarily the correct ones.

Shane L. Bell
bell@rock.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 03:54:32 GMT
From: scheetz@watson.bms.com (Chris Scheetz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5 - thumbs up.

>Any show that has 'Duck Dodgers in the 24 1/2 century' as part of it is
>definitely a thumbs up for me!  I

Me too!

>thought that was great, a reference to our day, something which Star Trek
>has always lacked.

I was wondering what Garibaldi's 2nd favorite thing in the universe was.  I
loved Delann's face as he/she? was trying to understand the humor of it.

>I always found it disturbing that everyone in the 24th century world of
>Gene Roddenberry read poetry, performed Shakespeare, played in musical
>quartets, etc.  I can't believe that other influences would disappear
>just like that.

I agree. If that's the way it's going to be then we animation fans are a
dying breed. I don't think I like that idea.=)

Christopher Scheetz
scheetz@bms.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 22:57:41 GMT
From: gary@springfield.sfsu.edu (Gary Hoo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon-5 Review in NEWSDAY

bcoe@trumpet.aix.calpoly.edu (Brian Eirik Coe) writes:
>[Review deleted]
>I must say that the review seems pretty close.  It seems that the creators
>put to much stock in there F/X and not enough into the writing.

I wouldn't say the creators put too much stock in the effects, but I agree
that the writing could be improved.

I seem to recall JMS (even after all this time, I don't have the courage to
spell his name without a reference from another post) saying that he wanted
the show to be close to HILL STREET BLUES in its writing.  Was this in the
"Making of..." show?

At any rate, I somehow got this impression, and so when I watched
"Midnight" I was hoping for something ... different.  I know you can't
expect a home run from every first episode of every series, but I was
hooked from the very first episode I saw of HSB and I was hoping to be
gripped in the same way by B5.  I wasn't, and the specific reasons all tie
into the lack of depth that seemed to characterize the plot and the
characters themselves.  (Note that I said "seemed.")

Plot discussion (aka *SPOILERS*) follow

The dovetailing of two plot lines (the Narn attack and the raiders' preying
on ships) really bothered me.

One of the distinctive features of HSB was its support of several different
plot lines at a time, none of which was related to another except in the
most tangential way and few, if any, of which got resolved in one episode.
From reading this group I get the impression that that is pretty much the
intended scheme for B5.  A casual viewer of "Midnight" probably would not
recognize this intention, however; though there are lots of personal
interactions (e.g., Londo's and G'kar's hostility to one another) that
undoubtedly will result in future plotlines, these interactions are not of
themselves specific stories.

A casual viewer (I consider myself to be one, since I had not read this
group for several months prior to seeing "Midnight") would come away from
the first episode feeling that the show had introduced and resolved two
stories in an hour.  It didn't hint that there were stories brewing under
the surface.

The coincidence of the raiders being so clearly linked to the Narns and
Sinclair's party finding the incriminating data crystals on the C&C ship
was too much for me.  Other posters have said that there may not have been
coincidence here.  I can accept that possibility.  Yet why wasn't there a
brief shot somewhere near the end of the episode indicating that *Sinclair*
was curious about the convenience of finding the appropriate data on the
C&C ship?  Wasn't he just a little bothered by how both of his major
problems were so tidily linked together?

I would have appreciated a look inside his mind.  I fully expected that his
character would be as suspicious of the circumstances as I was.  I assume
he's neither stupid or blindly trusting.  Yet, in the absence of any hints
that Sinclair recognizes his "luck" as being a little convenient, those
possibilities crossed my mind.  (Maybe we're supposed to think this.  It
doesn't make him a very sympathetic character, though.)

Some of the performances, as many other posters have mentioned, were a
little stiff.  In particular, I was disappointed with the second-in-
command's confrontation with the telepath in the bar.  From the words, I
knew Ivanova must have felt deep anger and resentment toward everything the
other represented, yet I didn't see much repressed emotion in her tone of
voice, inflection, or expression.  The final line, expressing her intention
to maintain hostilities, was a great idea that should have given the scene
a real punch; instead, it came off flat.

I was a mite bothered by the DUCK DODGERS clip.  It was cute as hell, and
I'm a big WB cartoon fan, but would human beings of 300 years hence really
still be watching 300-year-old entertainment?  Sure, we produce and watch
Shakespeare even today but, are future generations going to regard the
Golden Age Hollywood cartoons as our time's most enduring, classic works,
on par with Shakespeare?  Humor's a tricky item, especially when played
this broadly.

(OK, I admit: I wouldn't be criticizing the DD reference if JMS had made it
from a Friz Freleng cartoon like YANKEE DOODLE DAFFY instead of a Jones
cartoon.  :)

All this nattering aside, I'll keep watching.  I want this series to
succeed.  The current bumper crop of SF and fantasy-related shows
notwithstanding, TV needs more SF shows so that critics and viewers can
stop comparing every new show that comes along with TWILIGHT ZONE and STAR
TREK.  You don't see people comparing NYPD BLUES with DRAGNET, right?  Same
principle applies - if enough shows of a genre emerge, then each show can
be judged on its *own* merits and not on its relationship to some long-gone
series having no connection other than the genre.

gary@futon.sfsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 12:16:43 GMT
From: rmdelc01@ulkyvx.louisville.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Comments on Reviews, Ratings and the future of Babylon 5

I just saw the first episode last night.  I haven't read any of the
articles on the net because I wasn't interested and figured none of my
local stations would pick it up anyway.  (I just thought I'd add that to
show I'm a pretty unbiased reviewer) And I loathe ST:TNG, for those who
want to accuse me of being a ST zombie :-) My thoughts:

Has some potential to be either really good, but it's basically cheesy.
The sets were ok, as were the costumes.  The FX were pretty cheesy.  At
first I thought the Centauris were incredibly stupid, but Stephen Furst and
the guy who played Londo (?) won me over.  The acting was generally pretty
good, with one glaring exception - the actor who plays Sinclair.  Maybe
this was just a bad episode, but I hate this character already.  From his
cleft chin to his decision to do the right thing by ignoring the message
from his superiors, he seems to be such a Dudley Do-Right it's sickening.
I hope he's fleshed out or replaced.  I liked Ivanova (?) and Garibaldi and
loved the Duck Dodgers thing.  But the major thing that worried me was the
music.  It was right out of a bad show from the 1970's.  Any show that
cheeses out on the soundtrack and goes with something that incredibly bad
worries me, because I wonder where their priorities are.

But, I won't get much of a chance to see if it improves or not.  In my
area, it's on Friday at 9:00, which puts it against X-Files.  Sorry, no
contest.

But, I do think it has potential.  It needs a lot of fine-tuning.  I think
DS9 is much better.

Rose M. Delckum
U of L Imaging Services
rmdelc01@ulkyvx.louisville.edu
rmdelc01@ulkyvm.louisville.edu
rose@cecily.UUCP 

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 20:30:11 GMT
From: jdunning@tucson.princeton.edu (John Alan Dunning)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: +/- Review: Babylon 5 (SPOILERS)

Shane L. Bell <bell@rock.enet.dec.com> wrote:
>Have you ever tried to shoot something while moving in the other
>direction?  What makes you think that it's that easy to be flying in one
>direction and not hit anything and be able to aim at someone behind you?
>How would you like to hit your own ships instead of the enemy by firing
>semi-blind behind you?

Space probes like Voyager do this all the time.  As they're flying past a
planet at thousands of miles an hour, they pivot around their center of
gravity to keep their cameras pointed at whatever they've been programmed
to take pictures of.  There's absolutely no reason to slow down if you just
want to pivot and face backwards.

Why are the guns fixed?  There's no reason for everything to be facing
forwards.  Space craft are more like helicopters, which have pivoting guns,
than planes, which have fixed cannon.  There should be computer-controlled
guns facing in every direction.

>Please people educate me about 'accurate' space combat.  As far as I know
>nobody has done it yet.  Until then it's all people's opinions and why are
>yours necessarily the correct ones.

No, no one's performed much space combat, and there's no reason to believe
that the kind of combat we can imagine today will be relevant two centuries
down the road.  Still, it's quite clear that most of the space combat
depicted in movies suffers from the mistaken belief that space fighters
have to fly around like airplanes.  In fact, without some fantastic force
field kind of technology, there's no way to do it.  On the other hand,
spinning a ship around its own axis is something we know how to do today,
and there's no reason to think future space craft would somehow lose that
ability.

John

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 06:36:49 GMT
From: gwangung@u.washington.edu (just another theatre geek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 Artistic Autopsies: Midnight on the Firing Line...

SPOILERS

   Well. Not as bad as I feared. But nowhere as good as I hoped or as it
should be.

   The Pluses:

   Special effects. Definitely. Very well done and for the most part well
directed (except for an annoying tendency to show off with the camera
movement).

   The sense of politics, for the most part. Bringing in the Centauri
ambassador's nephew during the council was a surprisingly astute touch for
the script (though it was never meant to convince....).

   The sense of alieness, which has not been done well consistently on
television.

   A refreshing lack of outright stupidity, which is a change from
You-Know-What...

   The minuses:

   The acting. Michael O'Hare is not Patrick Stewart, nor even an Avery
Brooks or even a WIlliam Shatner; I kept on imagining what a less wooden
actor would have done with, say, the initial confrontation with the
Centaurian ambassador. And Claudia Christian is no Terry Farrell. The
woodeness of the acting of the Earth humans is simply unacceptable for what
aspires to be a quality show. The ambassadors are at least competent, but
need reigning in to balance the ensemble.

   The directing. If the special efects directing was dynamic, the
direction of the station scenes was static, with very little imagination in
the storytelling and selection camera angles. Very little is added to
emotional content of scenes and very little snap is added to the
storytelling

   The scripting. For much of the earlier parts of the show, MIDNIGHT
showed all the faults of the pilot movie. Expository lumps sticking in the
middle of scenes; scenes were massively over-written and went on far too
long, vitiating the dramatic payoff. Things improved immensely in the
second half of the show, but scripts MUST be tightened to improve the
overall tension and pace of the show; confrontation scenes must be
sharpened.

   Overall, the minus points outweigh the plusses; if all the shows are of
this quality, then BABYLON 5 isn't going to be worth the time it takes to
watch it. However, I'll note that many of the problems are correctable;
better direction is quite possible, as is better scripting, particularly if
Harlan Ellison does a script or two (the acting may not improve...though
it's certainly possible for the cast to give better performances given
better scripts).

   To piss off B5 fans even more, I'm going to make an observation that JMS
at this point looks very much like Gene Roddenberry in that he has laid out
some decent ideas for a show, but his execution in his scripting has not
matched his vision; his enthusiasm for his vision has so far overwhelmed
the internal quality control critic on some very basic craftsmanship
issues. Again, this is less of a problem if he can hand the baton over to
some quality staffers...

If I were grading, this would rate a 1.7 on a 4.0 scale. There is plenty of
room for improvement.

Roger Tang
gwangung@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 02:49:55 GMT
From: bouma@cs.purdue.edu (Bill Bouma)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 : special effects

First few general comments about the first episode of Babylon 5:

I really like this show!  If the series holds up to this first episode, it
will not only be the best SF show on TV, (the only real competition comming
from X-Files there), but also one of the best TV shows in general.  What is
so good about it?  It has depth.  The setting has depth.  The characters
have depth.  The plot has depth.  It has humor, mystery, and conflict.  It
treats the audience like they have some intelligence.  Rating: 7/10

Now on to the main point of interest, the SFX:

The computer generated graphics were very nice as well.  The graphics could
hardly be mistaken for reality, but they were good enough to draw me in.
Excellent use was made of camera angles and shading to give the space shots
a 3D feel.  Good use of color!  I am glad all the ships are not solid grey
as in other SF.  The external shots are visually interesting to watch just
from an artistic perspective.

There were two problems I noticed with the external shots, however.  One is
that there is still sound in space.  It is way toned down, but it is still
there.  Listen in the opening scene, the ships go "whoosh" as they pass the
camera.  It also sounds like shots are being fired.  The other problem is
the spotlights from the ships checking out the disabled transport.  You can
clearly see the cones of the light.  It looks pretty, but is not correct
for light passing through space.

Internal to the station, the FX were not as good.  As others have noted,
the matte painting in the garden was pathetic.  Better to let us use the
imagination, than to spoil it by showing that junk.  Why don't they just
take a video of some industrial complex, warp the image appropriately, and
project it on the ceiling?  Well, it's an idea.

Bill
bouma@cs.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 02:23:39 GMT
From: jazz@netcom.com (David C. Navas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: query to JMS...

Spoilers - Centauri religion

doug@se.com (Doug Swallow) writes:
>(3) "Hell" may be a direct translation from "Lirdl's Fire Pit" but there
>may be other nuances between a term like "god" and "Great Maker" that
>prevent one from substituting for the other.

Londo's world's (major?) religion is polytheistic.  Hence the "god of food"
"god of passion" from the Making of.  In that context "Great Maker" would
be "God the Creator," I suppose.

David Navas
jazz@netcom.com
dnavas@us.oracle.com
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Date: 30 Jan 94 08:39:53 GMT
From: colin@callisto.pas.rochester.edu (colin roald)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 Impressions (no spoilers)

Well, I don't think these are SPOILERS, but your mileage may vary.

Overall, thumbs up.  The most serious problem remaining is the dialogue,
which still needs a lot of work, and Sinclair needs to relax (both the
actor and the character, who seems almost painfully macho). Garibaldi could
use a bit of loosening up, too (the elevator scene had me wincing).
Everyone else was excellent, particularly G'Kar.

The plot wasn't bad, though I thought it was wrapped up a little too
quickly and too neatly. I'd like to see more carry over from episode to
episode.

Other nits include the matte painting from hell in the Garden scene, and
Kosh, who is inscrutable to the point of complete impenetrability.

That said, I'm more than prepared to let the actors work into their roles,
because the fundamentals were *solid*.

FX: Models are dead.  The zooms, the camera angles, the *motion*...  I'll
never be able to look at a model just hanging there in quite the same way.
The searchlights, the battle scene were like nothing ever seen before, on
tv or in the movies.

Physics: wonderful.  I am so *happy*...  I've watched the 'Fury pivot and
shoot seven or eight times, because it's so *cool*.  And the 'Fury just
hanging beside the freighter - perfect!

Sound: did someone really say they thought the battle was *boring*?  I
thought the music in that scene was excellent, taut and gripping.  I am a
little concerned by the (subdued) doppler-shifted whizzes of passing ships
and the explosion noises though, though I admit I didn't notice them until
my fourth time through the scene.  The soundtrack was good elsewhere, but a
little heavy-handed in places, particularly at the the beginning of Londo's
"my nephew Karn" speech.

Costuming:  uniformly gorgeous.

Miscellany: oh joy, oh bliss, there are simply hordes of people moving
about on this station.  And they have *news*.  And their rooms are filled
with *stuff*.  (On that Other Show, *stuff* has apparently been abolished.
Maybe because they don't have pockets to carry it in.)  Londo even had a
jacket hanging over his chair!  On the other hand, Sinclair's desk and
office room looked suspiciously barren.  (Though I suppose he could be one
of those unnatural _tidy_ people.)

Colin Roald

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 10:01:47 GMT
From: benjy@totoro.ai.mit.edu (Benjamin B. Thomas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 : special effects

bouma@cs.purdue.edu (Bill Bouma) writes:
>The other problem is the spotlights from the ships checking out the
>disabled trans- port.  You can clearly see the cones of the light.  It
>looks pretty, but is not correct for light passing through space.

But it is correct for light passing through space around a ship which has
just been attacked and whose hull was breached. There would be plenty of
debris and vented atmosphere in the vicinity of the ship. Now you could
argue that the light cone would look different, but it would still be
there.

Cheers,

Benjy

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 16:30:13 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 : special effects

bouma@cs.purdue.edu (Bill Bouma) writes:
>There were two problems I noticed with the external shots, however.  One
>is that there is still sound in space.  It is way toned down, but it is
>still there.

So what?  There may not be "sound in space", but there IS sound in TV
SHOWS!  People who are somehow bothered by that get a solid gold medal of
silliness from this watcher of both space and SF...

> Listen in the opening scene, the ships go "whoosh" as they pass the
>camera.  It also sounds like shots are being fired.

As they should, since it adds to the overall dramatic effect.  If EVERY
time they cut to a space shot there was DEAD SILENCE, it would almost be
laughable... and it would certainly be very distracting and DEtracting from
whatever was happening.

Being "bothered" by that is serious ground for getting a life, not to
mention learning the realities of television production.

If you want to see "slient" views of space, then just turn on NASA Select
during any Shuttle mission!  I certainly do... but *not* for the silence...
(or just go watch 2001!)

>  The other problem is the spotlights from the ships checking out the
>disabled transport.  You can clearly see the cones of the light.  It looks
>pretty, but is not correct for light passing through space.

It is for light passing through "dusty" space...

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 18:34:20 GMT
From: james_n@sunee.uwaterloo.ca (James Nicoll)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Comments on Reviews, Ratings and the future of Babylon 5

<rmdelc01@ulkyvx.louisville.edu> wrote:
>The acting was generally pretty good, with one glaring exception - the
>actor who plays Sinclair.  Maybe this was just a bad episode, but I hate
>this character already.  From his cleft chin to his decision to do the
>right thing by ignoring the message from his superiors, he seems to be
>such a Dudley Do-Right it's sickening.  I hope he's fleshed out or
>replaced.

   I'd settle for *finally* seeing a DD-R character get his nuts in the
wringer for disobeying orders on a routine basis. He may have made a poor
decision in letting Ivanova know he was disobeying orders: my impression
was that she disagreed with him on the Minbari issue, and if she decides
that B-5 is too important to be left in the hands of a Minbari-lover, he's
handed her a nice tool to get rid of him with.

   Did we ever see Ivanova interact with the nonhumans? I wonder if she
likes them any better than she does telepaths, people with weak-chins, and
people with too many [What a stupid basis for a political decision: she
would have loved Mulroney :].

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 19:42:38 GMT
From: marshall@exg106.rh.psu.edu (Marshall Maresca)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5- Open Minded Review (spoilers)

SPOILERS for "Midnight on the Firing Line".  Beware.

I will start out by saying that I did not enjoy the pilot movie when I saw
it last year.  If you think this biases me in any way, so be it, but I like
to think I watched this with an open mind.

Good Points:
   The production values jumped immensely since the last time.  I was very
impressed.  The lighting was much better - contrasty in parts but never too
dark that you couldn't see anything.  And the sound recording was much
better.  In the pilot movie, the sound levels kept jumping: one scene
couldn't be heard, the next blew out your ears.  One volume setting got you
through the whole show.
   The Narn make-up is top-notch.  Reminded me (minorly) of the aliens from
"Enemy Mine" (remember that one?).
   The special effects (specifically, outer space shots) have improved as
well.  They still need some work - they look like good computer graphics.
I will say that models always look like something real and solid.  The best
option is to combine the best aspects of the two, but the cost, the cost.
   Kudos to the performance of Garibaldi and G'kar.  Very well done.  I
also liked the telepath and Deleen, but we didn't see very much of them.
Kosh's voice was well acted, and I liked the "Aliens who don't think like
us." angle, and the Vorlons in general.  They may turn out to be the best
allies that Earth will have.  I didn't notice his voice credits anywhere in
the credits (I may have just missed it), was it James Sloyan?
   The little details, such as the news broadcasts, the viewscreens that
one can just walk out of range of, and Duck Dodgers (including Deleen's
confused but fascinated reactions with even the popcorn (and Garibaldi
trying to force the bowl on her) to it all).  It's things like this that
make for great potential.
   I really got a sense of, "There is more going on here."  The plot line
was excellent, made you think, (Very convenient that Narn had JUST what
Sinclair needed, isn't it?) and I really felt that this was just the
opening to the "five-year-story" I've been hearing so much about.

Bad Points:
   In contrast to the Narn make-up, I was unimpressed by the Centauri
make-up.  Basically, "Let's spike all their hair!".  Didn't work for me.
They tried to explain it in a throwaway line, (in the scene with Garibaldi
in the opener), but it didn't work.  I know that Trek is guilty of some of
the same stuff ("Pointed ears!  Nose wrinkles!") but here, with all the
hype behind it, I just expected better.
   Most of the acting was very poor, especially in the two principals of
Sinclair and Ivanova.  Claudia Christian can do better than that, I know
(as I said the same of Tamlyn Tomita last year), but she was only good in
one scene, that being the one with the telepath at the end.  Michael O'hare
I am unfamiliar with, but I didn't even see potential in him.  He really
needs to boost it up or he could weigh down the series.
   While the plot line was excellent, the specific dialogue was very bad in
some spots.  This needs a lot of work.  People just don't talk that way -
part of the problems I'll discuss in my next point.  The best scenes for
dialogue were A: The scene with Sinclair and Kosh, B: The scene with
Garibaldi and the telepath, and C: Garibaldi and Deleen watching Duck
Dodgers.  The council scene and almost every scene with Londo or Ivanova
dripped with bad dialogue.  Made me wonder if their acting was bad or if it
was just what they had to work with.
   A big one: EXPOSITION!  There was too much.  The big winner was the
opening credit speech.  Compare to others. Trek's boils down to, "We're in
space now, and we're checking it out."  SeaQuest's boils down to, "We're
underwater now, and we're checking it out."  Quantum Leap's boils down to,
"He's stuck in the past, doing good things."  (Note that Leap's orignal
saga cell was too expository, over a minute long.  They shortened it.)  The
point is that it's telling you more than you need to know.  So it's ten
years after a certain war, so it's the third age of man (what DOES that
mean, anyway?).  If people want to know these things, have it come out in
the show itself, have it come naturally.  And speaking of unnatural
exposition, how about that whole scene between Londo and Garibaldi in the
beginning?  They've known each other for how long, and don't they both know
all about what they are talking about?  It was as bad as the "History of
the Babylons" that Sinclair told Lyta in the movie.  Other poor exposition
was all the stuff about the Narn and the Centauri.  Ouch.  The only GOOD
exposition was Ivanova telling the telepath about her mother.

   Wrapping it up: A definite improvement from "The Gathering" (wasn't that
the Highlander pilot title as well?), and show huge amounts of potential.
But it's only potential, and it really needs to be tapped.  I am intrigued
enough to keep watching, despite the hideous promo for next week.  (I am
convinced promos for all sci-fi shows are put together by people other than
the ones who make the shows).  Only the whole, I give "Midnight" a 6 out of
10.

As always, comments, complaints and personal attacks are welcome.

Marshall Ryan Maresca

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 20:53:09 GMT
From: maxhawk@ccnet.com (Marc Stuart Mantione)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 : special effects

I think they need to film the show in a better quality video tape, about
the same as Star Trek is, that would actually make the effect look perfect.
There's still a little something that bothers me about the effects, and I
think it's because they look too 'recorded live' in appearance.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 21:49:40 GMT
From: marshall@exg106.rh.psu.edu (Marshall Maresca)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 : special effects

Marc Stuart Mantione (maxhawk@ccnet.com) wrote:
>I think they need to film the show in a better quality video tape, about 
>the same as Star Trek is

Actually, they are both shot on film, not video.  Trek may use a better
stock but it's film.

Marshall Ryan Maresca

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 01:54:20 GMT
From: bouma@cs.purdue.edu (William J. Bouma)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 : special effects

dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams) writes:
> So what?  There may not be "sound in space", but there IS sound in TV
> SHOWS!  People who are somehow bothered by that get a solid gold medal of
> silliness from this watcher of both space and SF...

So your argument is, because it has always been done, it is the right thing
to do?

> Being "bothered" by that is serious ground for getting a life, not to
>mention learning the realities of television production.

It was claimed here that there would be no sound effects on space shots,
just music.  That is the point.  The claims were lies.

Bill
bouma@cs.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 02:43:27 GMT
From: lambert@cae.wisc.edu (Lambert Timothy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5 - thumbs up.

>>I always found it disturbing that everyone in the 24th century world of
>Gene Roddenberry read poetry, performed Shakespeare, played in musical
>quartets, etc.  I can't believe that other influences would disappear
>just like that.

It's always hard in science fiction to determine what elements of today's
culture will survive in the future, because we are not given a clear
picture of its viability after only a few years' time, or such.  The thing
with classical music and literature such as Shakespeare is that they have
lasted a surprisingly long time, probably longer than other forms of music
or literature which have come before or after it, so it is very SAFE to
assume that it will last a lot longer.  I would suppose that Gene
Roddenberry didn't wan't to make any assumptions about today's culture in
the future and then find out that he was wrong; most people who make
science fiction would probably like their work to be "outdated" as little
as possible.  Then again, STTNG is probably Gene's "ideal" view of the
future.  Yuk!

If we wait a couple of decades and find that, for instance, the Beatles are
still popular in that time, then we might be able to assume that this music
will also last into the far future.  I understand that most Warner Brothers
cartoons were made in the same time or even before, but they haven't
enjoyed quite the mainstream popularity as say the Beatles (although
almost).  By the way, I'm not endorsing the Beatles in any way.  I just
happen to notice that their music is available on their albums, while other
groups from the 60's can be found on records by K-Tel, or something like
that.

Timothy John Lambert

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 04:12:58 GMT
From: tomw@orac.asd.sgi.com (Tom Weinstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 : special effects

dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams) writes:
>bouma@cs.purdue.edu (Bill Bouma) writes:
>> There were two problems I noticed with the external shots, however.  One
>> is that there is still sound in space.  It is way toned down, but it is
>> still there.
>
> So what?  There may not be "sound in space", but there IS sound in TV
> SHOWS!  People who are somehow bothered by that get a solid gold medal of
> silliness from this watcher of both space and SF...
>
>> Listen in the opening scene, the ships go "whoosh" as they pass the
>> camera.  It also sounds like shots are being fired.
>
> As they should, since it adds to the overall dramatic effect.  If EVERY
> time they cut to a space shot there was DEAD SILENCE, it would almost be
> laughable... and it would certainly be very distracting and DEtracting
> from whatever was happening.
>
> Being "bothered" by that is serious ground for getting a life, not to
> mention learning the realities of television production.

Guess what?  You're both wrong!  (And you're both right.)  There is no
sound in space in B5.  It's the musical soundtrack.  They decided that
sound in space was a bad idea (Harlan Ellison is VERY vehement on this, he
calls it the "whoosh factor").  However, you must have sound otherwise
people get bored.  So, they tried a few different things, and ended up with
having Christopher Franke, the composer, write the music so that it is
synchronized with the action.  I think you'll realize, if you go back and
listen, that any "whoosh" is really just the music.  You might think this
is a subtle distinction, but if you listen closely you CAN tell the
difference.

Tom Weinstein
tomw@orac.esd.sgi.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Television - Babylon 5 (9 msgs) & The Phoenix (3 msgs) &
                      Dark Shadows & Quantum Leap (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 19:28:55 GMT
From: rogerc@gradient.com (Roger Christie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 Impressions (no spoilers)

OK, I've watched the pilot, and I've watched the first episode twice and
I'm sorry but this show *stinks*. I mean really. Some of the comments I
read here:

Well, it's great it's just got bad writing...

Well, it's great it's just got bad acting...

Great! A dramatic television show with lousy writing and pathetic acting.

Let's see now:

   The council believes the Centauri ambassador's son's statement...sure

   The commander of the station goes out on a pirate hunting trip during a
   *vital* council meeting that is perhaps the prelude to war...sure

   Garibaldi stops the ambassador from killing G'Kar and then *what do you
   know* the commander shows up with *convenient* proof that the Narns
   attack was unprovoked...that one made me LOL.

   The FX suck. I'm sorry they really do. It would be great if it was a
   computer game but, guess what folks, it isn't. It's supposed to convince
   you that it's reality. No danger of that. Give me the ST models anyday.

   And the acting and dialogue is *JUST WRETCHED*.

I'm not a diehard ST:TNG fan, but the day after watching B5, I happened to
watch an episode. The acting is *infinitely better*.

Look, I love SF, and believe it or not, I'll probably continue to watch
this show, but so far, it's been a pretty painful job.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 20:10:52 GMT
From: bouma@cs.purdue.edu (Bill Bouma)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 : special effects

tomw@orac.asd.sgi.com (Tom Weinstein) writes:
> Guess what?  You're both wrong!  (And you're both right.)  There is no
> sound in space in B5.  It's the musical soundtrack.  They decided that
> sound in space was a bad idea (Harlan Ellison is VERY vehement on this,
> he calls it the "whoosh factor").  However, you must have sound otherwise
> people get bored.  So, they tried a few different things, and ended up
> with having Christopher Franke, the composer, write the music so that it
> is synchronized with the action.  I think you'll realize, if you go back
> and listen, that any "whoosh" is really just the music.  You might think
> this is a subtle distinction, but if you listen closely you CAN tell the
> difference.

I went back and watched the scenes in question, and you are the one who is
wrong!  The woosh sounds, and especially the shots being fired and the
explosions are all perfectly correlated to the video.  It makes no
difference if you claim the sound is the music, the effect is the same.
When something blows up you hear a boom.  I would agree with you if the
sounds in question were somehow musical in nature, or if they did not occur
precisely with the video.  Cute way to shirk the issue, though.

Bill
bouma@cs.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 01:29:24 GMT
From: mglee1@students.wisc.edu (Michael G. P. Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: Babylon 5 Initial Episode

A couple points, to give my background on this.  I haven't been following
any discussion on Babylon 5, at all.  I watched the pilot movie last year
when it was on, and I just rewatched that before the first episode when it
was shown yesterday.  I've been a fan of sf-tv for all of my life, so I was
interested in seeing a new show.  Star Trek: The Next Generation has proven
that a science fiction tv show can be a real success, but Star Trek's
unique history leave it an open question if a new SF show can be
successful.

So, what do I like about B5?

FX are good.  Of course, the poor FX of sixties and seventies (or before)
SF TV can be forgiven, but that's not acceptable anymore.

A different way to do FTL - the jump port (as a "real" mechanical device,
unlike ST:DS9's wormhole) is nice to see on an SF show.

I liked seeing some of Earth politics - Star Trek was designed to be
utopic, and this is reflected even in DS9, however, on introspection, it
doesn't take much to realize that it wouldn't be much like that at all.
The implication that the Earth government commits human rights abuses
against telepaths gets major points - after all, the US has run radiation
tests against its own people, lots of governments do nasty things against
its own people.  Why should that change?

Duck Dodgers clip.  First of all, the only culture that's shown in ST:TNG
is "high culture" - everyone is in theatre groups performing Shakespeare or
in small orchestra playing Mozart.  I think this clip actually says a lot
about the differences between the two series.

Unresolved plot points - where did the raiders come from?  What are their
motivations?

Things I have problems with:

It's implied that the ship is somehow "neutral", yet Earth appears to run
the station.  Also, would the commander of the ship necessarily be the
ambassador as well?  It's clear that the council was meant to resemble the
UN, it says so at one point.

Of course, it has the old Trek problem of sending the commander into
battle.  I'm amazed that a station of that apparent size would have the
commanding officer both go into a combat situation and be a political
ambassador.

Some of the characters haven't yet sunk in.  I'll be patient before I
critique the characters too much.  One episode, as time and again has
shown, does not make a series.

My analysis:

The only important thing, is will I keep watching.  The answer is, for now,
yes.  I patiently sat through a year and a half or so have average-level
TNG to get the episodes when it was at its peak (end of Season Three).
Babylon 5 is no Star Trek.  But I don't think that's a problem, in fact
it's a virtue.  I've seen Star Trek already.  To be cheesy, the galaxy's a
big enough place for them both.

Michael G. P. Lee
michaell@cs.wisc.edu
mglee1@students.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 22:01:15 GMT
From: eric@polaris.async.vt.edu (Eric Pawtowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 : special effects

Bill Bouma <bouma@cs.purdue.edu> wrote:
>pass the camera.  It also sounds like shots are being fired.  The other
>problem is the spotlights from the ships checking out the disabled
>transport.  You can clearly see the cones of the light.  It looks pretty,
>but is not correct for light passing through space.

JMS has already gone over that one in the alt. group: the idea is
that there are "cones" of light due to dust raised in the battle that 
had just occurred (vaporized ship hull and so forth).  It was deliberately
put in, and will not be put in if the scene is not around a battle 
area.

I'm not sure that I agree with this reasoning (seems to me dust
should have been left behind when the raiders boarded and stabilized 
the freighter) but that's he way it's supposed to work.

epawtows@polaris.async.vt.edu
epawtows@vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 03:37:34 GMT
From: mikep@sr.hp.com (Mike Powell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 : special effects

Using music to replace the non-existent sound in space is an interesting
idea... but what most folks seem to forget is that there is no _music_ in
space either!

That's what bothers me the most...  it just isn't realistic!

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 23:17:06 GMT
From: dss2k@poe.acc.virginia.edu (David S. Strauss)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 Impressions (no spoilers)

rogerc@gradient.com  writes:
> OK, I've watched the pilot, and I've watched the first episode twice and
> I'm sorry but this show *stinks*. I mean really.  Let's see now:
>
>   The council believes the Centauri ambassador's son's statement...sure

First of all, it was Londo's nephew, not his son.  Where did you get the
idea they believed him?  Nobody in the show gave that impression.  However,
this is a Council meeting.  Although it looked very fake, until there's
proof, they HAVE to go on the basis that it's the truth.

>   The commander of the station goes out on a pirate hunting trip during a
>   *vital* council meeting that is perhaps the prelude to war...sure

Exactly the point.  Sinclair is first and foremost a pilot, who should not
be in control of the station.  (This a plot point to be brought up later,
as JMS has stated often.)  He doesn't WANT to have to abstain, giving the
Narns more leverage.  So he pulls rank and leads the squadron.  If he DOES
stay, he has to vote no, which creates a far greater risk of war.  Should
he be allowed to go out fighting?  No, and I'm sure he'll be called on it.

>  Garibaldi stops the ambassador from killing G'Kar and then *what do
> you know* the commander shows up with *convenient* proof that the Narns
>   attack was unprovoked...that one made me LOL.

If you've been reading alt.tv.b5 at all, you'll note there are two theories
as to why this happened, both explaining the deus ex ending to the main
episode plotline.  One, Garibaldi and Sinclair were lying, and the data
crystals contained no such data.  Since the commander already pulled this
once before, in the pilot, it's not such a stretch.  I, personally, don't
buy this argument because of the look on the other Narn's face when
Sinclair mentions the crystals.  The one I buy is that, for some reason,
the Narns wanted those crystals to be found, and used the raiders as a
diversion for some reason.  Based on JMS' statement that the Ragesh 3
situation is NOT finished, and G'Kar's strange smile after the crystals
have been shown to him, I'd be willing to bet on it.  Why they'd do it is
anyone's guess so far, but it's exactly the sort of multi-layered deception
I expect to see frequently.

>   The FX suck. I'm sorry they really do. It would be great if it was a
>   computer game but guess what folks it isn't. It's supposed to convince
>   you that it's reality. No danger of that. Give me the ST models anyday.

Oh you mean the models that can't portray any resemblance of real space
travel, and are limited to the same stock footage and maybe one or two new
shots per episode?  I disagree, but since it's simply an opinion here, you
can feel as you wish.  Note, though, that soon we'll find out if the ST
producers agree with you, as the major industry rumor is that ST:Voyager
will be going 100% CGI too.

>   And the acting and dialogue is *JUST WRETCHED*.
> 
> I'm not a diehard ST:TNG fan, but the day after watching B5, I happened
> to watch an episode. The acting is *infinitely better*.

Well, "Wretched" is far too strong a word, but since you're the one making
the ST comparison, go back and watch "The Naked Now."  Then come back and
say with a straight face that TNG had better writing and acting in its
first episode.  Heck, even Patrick Stewart looked uncomfortable, stiff, and
lifeless in the first season, and I consider him to be one of the finest
actors on TV right now.

David Strauss
dss2k@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 18:13:34 GMT
From: colin@callisto.pas.rochester.edu (colin roald)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 Impressions (no spoilers)

just another theatre geek (gwangung@u.washington.edu) wrote:
>David S. Strauss <dss2k@poe.acc.Virginia.EDU> wrote:
>>rogerc@gradient.com  writes:
>>>   The council believes the Centauri ambassador's son's statement...sure
>>First of all, it was Londo's nephew, not his son.  Where did
>>you get the idea they believed him?
>
>Well, the fact that ON THE SHOW, nobody dropped a line about confusing the
>council.

In fact, ON THE SHOW, we never saw the council's decision at all.
Furthermore, ON THE SHOW, Londo also admitted that the Centauri themselves
had no plans to do a damned thing.  What do you expect to the council to do
in that situation?  You might note, also, that none of the other
governments *wanted* to get involved (the EA's reasoning was shown ON THE
SHOW), and were probably happy to accept any excuse that was offered to
them.

>>>   The commander of the station goes out on a pirate hunting trip during
>>>   a *vital* council meeting that is perhaps the prelude to war...sure
>>Exactly the point.  Sinclair is first and foremost a pilot, who should
>>not be in control of the station.  (This a plot point to be brought up
>>later, as JMS has stated often.)
>
>But it wasn't stated ON THE SHOW.

And if it had been explained on the show, you'd probably be complaining
that there was too much exposition.  It was the first episode.  These
things will come out - give it a break.

>>used the raiders as a diversion for some reason.  Based on JMS' statement
>>that the Ragesh 3 situation is NOT finished, and G'Kar's strange smile
>>after the crystals have been shown to him, I'd be willing to bet on it.
>
>That's nice. Unfortunately, I JUST WATCH THE SHOW.

The strange smile was there, ON THE SHOW.  The assumption that the writer
wasn't thinking is IN YOUR HEAD.  We're terribly sorry if he doesn't
spoon-feed you in the manner to which you are accustomed.

And yes, I agree with you that (at least some) of the actors need to loosen
up.  On the other hand, I defy to you complain about the performance of
G'Kar.

Colin Roald

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 10:22:00 GMT
From: joann.mantych@loebbs.com (Joann Mantych)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5

I basically liked Babylon 5 and think it shows promise. Just like ST:DS9,
the beginning show was rough. My main complaint is I felt I was dropped in
the middle of a plot. Who was who? And what was what?  We were expected to
know a lot about the characters and plots presented and I did not. I did
see the movie last year but don't remember much about it. If it did explain
more, then maybe they should have shown the pilot before the series
premiere. Hope it cleans up and presents some good stories.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 20:18:57 GMT
From: cmpalmer@abulafia.b21.ingr.com (Christopher M. Palmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 Impressions (no spoilers)

dss2k@poe.acc.Virginia.EDU (David S. Strauss) writes:
>rogerc@gradient.com  writes:
>>   The council believes the Centauri ambassador's son's statement...sure
>
>First of all, it was Londo's nephew, not his son.  Where did you get the
>idea they believed him?  Nobody in the show gave that impression.
>However, this is a Council meeting.  Although it looked very fake, until
>there's proof, they HAVE to go on the basis that it's the truth.

Londo's nephew's unconvincing speech was made unconvincing by his facial
expressions and voice inflection.  Granting the remarkable coincidence that
not only do Centauris closely resemble humans but have the same emotional
expressions, would the Non-Aligned Worlds ambassadors be skilled enough to
know that he was lying?  There is only so far you can go on a TV show
showing not only alien makeup, but alien mannerisms (making funny faces,
picking their noses with fancy nose pics, doing the Bureau of Funny Walks
skits as they walk down the corridor, etc.), but it would be interesting to
see misunderstandings arise because some alien misinterprets another
alien's hand gesture or facial expression.

BTW, does anyone else think that Sinclair looks *exactly* like the main
character in Origin's Wing Commander game?

Christopher M. Palmer
Intergraph Corporation
Test Engineering
Huntsville, Alabama     
(205) 730-4042
cmpalmer@abulafia.b21.ingr.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 18:36:27 GMT
From: phurm@tlcnet.aps.muohio.edu (Paul Hurm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Phoenix (TV series)

Does anyone remember the series "The Phoenix"?
 
It was out in the mid 70's (I think) and starred Judson Scott who also
played Khan's son in "The Wrath of Khan".
 
It was short lived - 6 or so episodes.
 
Anyone know if this is available on video?
 
Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 02:50:51 GMT
From: leeknights@delphi.com (IBM Apple)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Phoenix (TV series)

Yes, the series was short-lived, 6 episodes as you said, and no it isn't,
as far as I know, available on tape.  Unless Sci-Fi decides to snare it, it
also hasn't been repeated in a NUMBER of years.
 
Linda

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 07:33:16 GMT
From: mathias@tarkus.ocis.temple.edu (mathias thallmayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Phoenix (TV series)

The 2 hour movie aired in April of '81. The show ran in March and April of
'82.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 16:16:17 GMT
From: wayno@sun2944a.chinalake.navy.mil (wayne fiebick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DARK SHADOWS

Is there any DARK SHADOWS fans on this board, or is there somewhere else I
should look?

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 16:40:21 GMT
From: ajk2@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (ADAM JEFFREY KRAMER)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Quantum Leap

I am a big fan of the televison series QUANTUM LEAP and when the show was
canceled I heard rumors that it would return as movies (either tv or
theaters).  Has anybody heard anything about this?  Any information on the
return of QL would be greatly appreciated. Thanks.

Adam

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 03:53:52 GMT
From: Tim_E._Kretschmann@nrunner.mil.wi.us
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap

There are quite a few novels being written currently. I've heard rumblings
about TV reunions and perhaps a movie, but nothing definite.

Timothy E. Kretschmann
Muskego, WI
Tim_E._Kretschmann@nrunner.milw.wi.us

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Television - Star Trek (4 msgs) & TekWar (15 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 03:44:52 GMT
From: blakjak@panix.com (noah MITTMAN zis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Is Trek too darn Earth-centric?

martijn (martijn@hacktic.nl) wrote:
[beginning deleted]
> And almost all alien species in Star Trek look like humans: they have two
> eyes, one mouth, two arms and two legs. Some can't even be distinguished
> from humans, like the Betazoid. Whatever happened to the Horta and
> Tribbles from the original series? It's also very convenient that all
> species breathe the same air (with the same pressure and oxygen level).
> And don't you find it odd that almost every planet they visit has the
> same gravity, atmosphere and plant life as Earth. (I know spacesuits are
> a drag to wear and very bad for dialogue.)  I hope none of this ruins
> your enjoyment of Star Trek!

I'm not much of a trekkie/trekker/whatever. I just watch the show. >) There
was a two part episode about the reason why the intelligent life forms were
all humanoid - it had to do with finding DNA fragments somewhere in space.
I'm sure someone can expand on this episode (I would like to know the exact
outcome - I never saw the second part!)

blakjak@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 18:09:57 GMT
From: johnv@buphy.bu.edu (John Vaillancourt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Is Trek too darn Earth-centric?

   I believe you're speaking of the 6th season episode "The Chase" in which
it was explained that a humunoid race "seeded" planets with samples of
their DNA, which explains why all the races in the galaxy are so similar.
Also, it was not a two-parter, just one episode.

John

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 23:27:05 GMT
From: JHENKE@ucs.indiana.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Star Trek

Someone commented that all the aliens are humanoid, or at least bipedal.  I
understand that the Actors Union is recruiting in other solar systems, but
so far their membership is exclusively *human*; when the networks give Trek
spinoffs enough money to produce believable special effects, then we the
viewers will get to see non-humanoid aliens on these TV shows.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 13:19:33 GMT
From: x93jzd@essex.stfx.ca (THE PRIVATEER)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Star Trek

Regarding Captain Picard's actions re: the phase cloaking device.

It was established at Nuremburg (rightly or wrongly) that soldiers,
specifically officers, cannot use the pretext of "acting within orders" as
an excuse for carrying out orders they honestly believe to be morally
wrong.  In this case since the cloaking device itself was a breach of
established military policy (the treaty between the Federation and the
Romulans forbids the creation of such a device by the Federation), Picard
actually acted expressly within the boundries of Starfleet policy when he
revealed the device to the Romulans.  Had Picard concealed the existence of
the device he would have helped break the terms of the Federation treaty
and possibly endangered the lives of trillions of Federation citizens.
That does not sound like treason, to me.

Ken Barker
x93jzd@essex.stfx.ca

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 07:33:15 GMT
From: gleason@mwk.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Shatner's TEK WAR

  It's an evil world where TEK War becomes a TV series, when so much great
science fiction is ignored, stolen poorly, or sits on a shelf, optioned but
unproduced...

Lee K. Gleason N5ZMR
Control-G Consultants
gleason@mwk.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 16:02:24 GMT
From: JW83HISW@miamiu.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TekWar

  Wow!  That was a lot of fun!  Nothing deep, but excellent f/x, good
film work, and a pretty entertaining story.  I enjoyed it a lot.

  I particularly liked the computer effects.  The cyberspace chase was well
done and really intense, perhaps the best sequence of the film.  The chase
of Sonny through the old factory was also well done.  The scene where the
white-haired tek dealer smiled at Jake was really spooky - nice shot.  I
also liked the way Bascom was a more mysterious and powerful figure than
the friendly uncle in the books.

  Pretty good performances too.  I want to see more of Sid Gomez, though.
The reparte' between he and Jake was rather forced.  Greg Evigan was good
as Jake.  The best acting of the movie belonged to the man playing Winter,
the big android.  A strong presence.

  More SF/Fantasy on the Action Pack:
  In addition to three more Tek movies, upcoming on the Pack are Sam
Raimi's Hercules, plus Fastrack by John Landis, Knight Rider 2010, and I
caught a little bit of a medieval swordfight (very Ivanhoe-ish) in the
promo.  Could be a lot of fun.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 21:32:26 GMT
From: geoffb@coos.dartmouth.edu (Thumper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TekWar

JW83HISW@MIAMIU writes:
>  I particularly liked the computer effects.  The cyberspace chase was
>well done and really intense, perhaps the best sequence of the film.

That sequence was a lot of fun... someone had a lot of fun with those F/X.

To be honest... I didn't think Wm. Shatner could do such a good job
directing. Maybe he does know what he's doing. Or he cares more about
TekWar than he did about Star Trek V.

Geoff
geoffb@Dartmouth.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 07:34:37 GMT
From: wprice@jarthur.claremont.edu (Frank Price)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TekWar rocks!

I consider myself a pretty picky science fiction watcher.  I have never
read Shatner's Tek books, and had very low hopes for this show.  But I
decided to watch TekWar anyway.  Wow!  That was really great!  I had no
idea Shatner had anything under the toupee.  Star Trek V certainly didn't
show much.

The cyberspace scene was the best virtual reality representation I've ever
seen on video, and the whole concept was very good.  I was actually
surprised at how much plot there was.

I am a little unclear on the future of this show.  Will the sequels be made
for it as part of the Action series?

Frank Price
wprice@jarthur.claremont.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 14:48:18 GMT
From: jrs@netcom.com (John Switzer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TekWar rocks!

I have to admit that I was expecting it to be a total loss, but was very
impressed by all of it, especially the cyberspace representations - the
verbal explanations were mercifully brief, letting the visuals speak for
themselves. Although there were a couple of plot holes, the plot was
basically sound (and, I bet, a lot better than that of the book).

>I am a little unclear on the future of this show.  Will the sequels be
>made for it as part of the Action series?

I believe three other movies are scheduled - at least this is what the
local paper had to say about it on Monday.

John Switzer
jrs@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 15:06:46 GMT
From: brunnock@world.std.com (Sean Brunnock)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TekWar

In my opinion, TekWar is very good. The plot and acting were adequate, but
the computer graphics were very good and it had lots of interesting
touches. Some of the scenes were very memorable.

I saw this right after a rerun of ST:TNG which makes for an interesting
contrast. The plot and acting for ST:TNG are better, but the themes are
boring. The world of TekWar is a much more interesting future.

For those who say: "The book is horrible! How can the movie be any good?"
I suggest that you compare "The Godfather" film and book.

TekWar is better than "Max Headroom" and on a par with "Until the End of
the World".

Sean Brunnock

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 19:22:34 GMT
From: hui-tai-hing@math.yale.edu (Tai Hing Hui)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TekWar

It's been mentioned that there will be series of 3 more (?) TekWar movies.
Does anybody know when can we expect to see them?

For those who have read the novels, how does the movie compare with them?

Thanks.

Dennis

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 15:35:55 GMT
From: jseaver@bigwpi.wpi.edu (Jason John Seaver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TekWar rocks!

Frank Price  <wprice@jarthur.claremont.edu> wrote:
>The cyberspace scene was the best virtual reality representation I've ever
>seen on video, and the whole concept was very good.  I was actually
>surprised at how much plot there was.

   Maybe it's because I'm the only CS major on the planet that thinks
virtual reality/cyberspace is just a flash in the pan, but I thought that
was one of the cheesiest scenes out of a lot to choose from.

   Also, what plot?  Most of the first half hour could have been reduced to
about five minutes with no result but a more streamlined movie, Shatner's
directing and acting was about ST5-quality, and the story really never got
moving.

Jay

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 00:19:59 GMT
From: tomw@orac.asd.sgi.com (Tom Weinstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TekWar rocks!

jseaver@bigwpi.WPI.EDU (Jason John Seaver) writes:
> Maybe it's because I'm the only CS major on the planet that thinks
> virtual reality/cyberspace is just a flash in the pan, but I thought that
> was one of the cheesiest scenes out of a lot to choose from.

I think cyberspace will turn out to be the TomSwiftAtomicFlyingCar of the
90's.  On the other hand, even though the rest of it was pretty bad, the
VR/cyberspace scene struck me as a true image of Gibson's vision of the
future.

Tom Weinstein
tomw@orac.esd.sgi.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 01:03:15 GMT
From: frankb@sad.hp.com (Frank Ball)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TekWar rocks!

Tom Weinstein (tomw@orac.asd.sgi.com) wrote:
>I think cyberspace will turn out to be the TomSwiftAtomicFlyingCar of the
>90's.  On the other hand, even though the rest of it was pretty bad, the
>VR/cyberspace scene struck me as a true image of Gibson's vision of the
>future.

It struck me as a rip-off of Gibson.  I didn't see much of anything
original in TekWars.  The little kamikaze kids were about it.  That cowgirl
hacker and her accent made be wince.  This show sucked.

Frank Ball
Hewlett Packard
1212 Valley House Drive
Rohnert Park CA 94928-4999
frankb@sad.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 16:57:00 GMT
From: robert.winkler@canrem.com (Robert Winkler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TEKWAR

Well, I saw TEKWAR yesterday...

			   !  SPOILERS ALERT  !

I think it was bad. REALLY bad.

I had read the critiques of the first part here, and they seemed to be good
in general. Therefore I expected something between mediocre and good, but
*professionally* done.

Tekwar sure as hell wasn't.

First the good things:

1) Special F/X.

They were great, very well done. Unfortunately, their being superimposed
over the `real' world (in the cybersearch scene) didn't do justice to the
computer graphics, and virtually destroyed the effect. What's more, in a SF
movie it's kind of stupid to stuff MOST of the high-end f/x into a SINGLE,
storywise rather insignificant scene, while leaving other scenes in *very*
poor conditions.

2) Acting

Wasn't bad. Most of the actors/actresses did a good job, particularly
Cardigan, his African-American partner, the tek-peddlers, and perhaps the
prof's daughter/android. On the other hand, the Cyberpunk girl acted worse
than an oak dining set, and Shatner was twice as `intensive' as in any of
the good ol' Trek episodes.

3) Props

That is, that little there is. They're good, functional looking, melt into
the general image of the future.

Now, the bad things:

1) Continuity.

That is, the COMPLETE lack of it. Characters are appearing and gotten rid
off in a heated frenzy, each scene is taking place about 100 miles apart
from each other, so the only thing that provides continuity between the
various scenes is that the same guy holds the gun - CardiGUN...;-) There's
no time left to create a distinct atmosphere of ANYTHING, let alone the
future in particular. The editing isn't top-of-the-line either, but that
may be the director's fault: if he doesn't shoot footage for the
*transitions*, you cannot edit them in...

2) Music & sound.

AWFUL. For the computer sounds, they even used R2-D2's distinctive noise in
the cybersearch scene, completely inappropriately, mind you. The
sound-quality is very bad in general, while the music is absolutely
forgettable (yeah, now that I came to think of it... was there ANY?).

3) Sets

Except there wasn't any. Those few techno-looking interiors were nice, but
most of the action took place in factories - WHY would one think that in
the future everybody's living at GM, or that a computer chip assembly plan
will look like Ontario Hydro? - that LOOKED like 20th century factories. I
came away with the impression not of the future, but of a cheap movie
purported to portray the future...

4) Story

Mediocre. Nice action, and the slow unfolding of the background `legend',
i.e. Tek and all, saved it from becoming utter trash. The `revolutionaries'
were completely unnecessary, useless an element, though. Could anyone tell
me how faithful the show remained to the books? Never read them.

So much for now. Take care.

Robert

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 20:06:36 GMT
From: paris@zygon.dev.cdx.mot.com (Gregory M. Paris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TekWar rocks!

tomw@orac.asd.sgi.com (Tom Weinstein) writes:
>Yep.  "Cowgirl" was a bit much.

What I wasn't sure of was whether the character was doing a poor job of
playing at being a cowgirl, or whether the actress was doing a poor job of
playing the character.  It came across as the latter.

Greg Paris
Motorola Codex
20 Cabot Blvd C1-210
Mansfield, MA  02048-1193
paris@merlin.dev.cdx.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 06:59:02 GMT
From: kludge@u.washington.edu (Somebody)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Shatner's TEK WAR

>   It's an evil world where TEK War becomes a TV series, when so much
> great science fiction is ignored, stolen poorly, or sits on a shelf,
> optioned but unproduced...

Quite.  Then again, most great science fiction books would be turned into
extremely bad movies, so it may be fitting that a bad book like Tek War was
made into a bad movie first.

The special effects were pretty good... but I can't stand cyberpunk crap
where people get trapped and hurt through wires - just turn off the damn
computer if you're in trouble!  Sheesh.  They should be afraid of some real
danger, like say getting traced and having their heads blown off by some
guys wearing suits and dark sunglasses.

Things that were stupid: Tek, the script, the gun, the crawly projector
   thing, the jeep getting controlled, a lot of the computer displays, the
   sound!!!!! (ugh), the pathetic "action" scenes - especially how they
   progressed at slow motion speed, but weren't actually in slow motion...
   The stupid android thing at the end there, the crystal, the hockey
   player thing, the pathetic hacking crap...

Things that were nice: The CGI, the display screens, the advertising
   billboard things, the general feel that only went away some of the time
   that they were in the future...

It wasn't good, but it wasn't an utterly laughable pathetic piece of
garbage like Lawnmower Man either.  It has some potential.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 01:06:20 GMT
From: ghost@wam.umd.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TEK WAR UGH!! 8-p

Just saw this thing on a local station WDCA20 and gad!  At first I was
ready to give it a chance.  So-so music but nice f/x but when they started
that 'cyber street-talk' I wanted to puke.  Maybe it is just me but it
didn't seem like that was how they really talked.  Seems like the 'actors'
were just reciting stuff and that CowGirl character, and that other idiot,
sheesh, it has been a long time since I heard such cheesy dialogue.
Cyber-cops/matrix-police - give me a break.  I must admit that the graphics
were nice during the Nueromancer-wannabe matrix run but that shit about
waving the hands around? Oh no...

Are the novels actually as bad as this?            
I think it is still playing on TV right now but yuck.

sorry for rambling but I just wished there WAS a good science fiction show
on TV as opposed to cheesy forgetable 'Action-Pack' gunk.  [I didn't
mean to offend Tek fans, or anything, but this was kind of, er, stupid ]

But, that 'matrix run' scene... hahahaha... completely unbelievable
dialogue.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 08:18:46 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TEK WAR UGH!! 8-p

ghost@wam.umd.edu writes:
[a bunch of things about how bad TEKWAR was...]
 
Sorry you feel that way. 

Interestingly, I'm typing this on a "virtual keyboard," using extremely
modified "power gloves" and a multi-window "glasses" display that were a
master's project done by a friend of mine.
 
If you were in the room, you'd see me typing on the air, with wide
movements, because the keys on the virtual keyboard are about an "inch and
a half" on a side.

So much for "waving hands in the air."  One interface system we're trying
to get working in this thing uses 3-D icons that you reach out and grab,
and twist, or squeeze, or shake....
 
Don't misunderstand; this gear isn't that great to use, and I'm switching
back to a normal terminal shortly.  But I think your objections to "TEKWAR"
on the basis of its tech are probably more founded in prejudice than
anything else.
 
Now, if you wanted to talk about the miserable PLOTTING, or the slop
direction on the combat-raid scene, *those* I could agree needed work.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		 Films - Upcoming Movies & Lost in Space &
                         Spiderman & LX-23 & 
                         Dark Universe & Godzilla (2 msgs) &
                         Forbidden Planet (2 msgs) & Laserman

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 04:32:01 GMT
From: bdj@engr.uark.edu (Bryan D. Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Upcoming Movies List 2.01

This list can only be as accurate as you make it, so please email me any
additions and updates/corrections. If possible include the source of your
information. Don't expect a response from me through email if you're just
giving me some updates (You'll see that I got them in the next post). If
you say something that warrants a response, you'll get one. Please send
updates to my email address at the end of this note.  If you feel that you
have comments that might improve this list, please feel free to email them
to me at the address at the end of this note.  Please send questions
pertaining to what the movie is or about to the appropriate newsgroup. All
dates are US wide release dates.  -Bryan D. Jones (bdj@engr.uark.edu)

 -Upcoming Films-   -281 Titles-  15 Updated and 4 New films since 1.27

- -1994-

04 Feb: I'll Do Anything, My Father The Hero, Romeo is Bleeding
11 Feb: Blank Check, Eight Seconds to Glory, Guarding Tess, My Girl 2
18 Feb: Ace Ventura: Pet Detective, Angie "I Says", Blue Chips, Reality
     Bites, Short Cuts
25 Feb: Dream Lover, Over the Line
Februa: Across the Moon, Being Human, Belle Epoque, Golden Gate, On Deadly
     Ground, Rapa Nui, With Honors

04 Mar: 21 (Quiz Show), The Browning Version, Fiorile, Young Americans
11 Mar: American Ninja 5, Monkey Trouble
18 Mar: Naked Gun 33 1/3: The Final Insult, 3 Ninjas Knuckle Up
25 Mar: Above the Rim, Greedy, Lightning Jack, Mighty Ducks 2
30 Mar: Into the Mouth of Madness, Thumbelina, Threesome, Wolf
March : Chasers, China Moon, Color of Night, Favor, Hudsucker Proxy,
     Reckless Kelly, Rita Hayworht & Shawshank...

01 Apr: Backbeat
08 Apr: A Good Man in Africa
15 Apr: Naked in New York, Surviving the Game
22 Apr: That's Entertainment III
29 Apr: Endless Summer II
April : Cowboy Way, Indian Warrior, Major League 2, Police Academy 7, 
     Trial by Jury

06 May: Clean Slate, Four Weddings and a Funeral, Miami, Penal Colony
13 May: Bad Girls, Blue Sky, The Chase, The Paper, There Goes My Baby,
     Troll in Central Park, Widow's Peak
27 May: Beverly Hills Cop III, City Slickers II, The Flintstones, Maverick,
     It's Pat

Spring: Air Heads, Blankman, Cartooned, Cliford, Leon, The Lion King
     (Animated), The Muppet Treasure Island, PCU, Pet, Serial Mom

10 Jun: Lassie
17 Jun: Clear and Present Danger, Crooklyn, Getting Even with Dad
June  : Cop Tips Waitress $2 Million, Natural Born Killers, Pee Wee
     Footbal, Renaissance Man

01 Jul: Blown Away, The Shadow, True Lies, Wyatt Earp
15 Jul: Exit to Eden
22 Jul: The Client, River Wild
July  : Angels in the Outfield, Countermeasure, Foreign Student, Just in
     Time, Little Big League, Love Affair, North, The Specialist, Twist of
     Fate, Yellow Dog

Summer: Aliens vs. Predator: The Hunt, Oh The Places You'll Go

05 Aug: Time Cop
12 Aug: Black Beauty, Last of the Dog Men
August: Baby's Day Out, Boys on the Side, Forrest Gump, I Love Trouble,
     Milk Money, My Summer Story, The Next Karate Kid, Tall Tale

04 Nov: Frankenstein

Autumn: Ghost and Mrs. Muir(remake), Interview With The Vampire, Pagemaster

Decemb:  Batman III, Godzilla (American), Spiderman, Star Trek VII

1994  : The Black Panther, Brutal Force, Crusade, Ed Wood, The Lawnmowerman
     2, The Mask, Sinbad Tales, Tremors II

- -1995-
Decemb: Catwoman
1995  : Pocahontas (animated)

- -1995-2000-: Star Wars I, Star Wars II, Star Wars III

Here's a little key for the following section:
Done  - completed films that as of yet have no release dates.
Filmin- films that are casting or in pre-prod., production, or post-prod.
     that have no release dates.
Plannd- films that are currently planned or in development.
??????- this is the catch-all group where I put films that I have no
     confirmation on whether it is even planned or not.

Done  : 
Arizona Dream, Barcelona, Day of Atonement, The Hidden II, Little Buddha,
The New Age, Tales From the Darkside: The Movie 2, Red Rock West, Slaughter
of the Innocents

Filmin:  
Don't Do It, Geronimo, Highlander II(redo), House Party III, Monolith,
Silly Hillbillies on Mars(animated)

Plannd: 
The Air Up There, The American, Biker Mice from Mars(animated), Black,
Blondie, Cat Bone: The Return of Huckleberry Finn, Casper: the Friendly
Ghost, Concrete, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court, The Count of
Monte Cristo(remake), The Creature From the Black Lagoon(remake), Creepshow
3, The Demolished Man, Dinotopia, Dolores Claiborne, Fantasia Continued,
Flaming Carrot, The Fly III, Forbidden Planet(remake), Forbidden
Planet(sequel to remake), Foundation, The The Good Doctor, The Green
Hornet, Guns and Roses, Harlot's Ghost, Hill Street Blues:The Movie, Honey
West, I Was a Teenage Werewolf(remake), The Invisible Man(remake), The List
of Seven, The Man in the Iron Mask(remake), The Mangler, Mary Reilly(A
version of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde), The Men in Black, Mother Night, Naked
Gun 4, Nuclear Family, Paradise Junction, The Phantom, Plastic Man, The
Postman, A Princess of Mars, Private Lessons, Puff the Magic Dragon
(Animated remake), The Revenge of the Old Queen(2nd sequel to Rocky
Horror), Richie Rich, The Saint, Stars My Destination, The Stowaway to
Mars, Stranger in a Strange Land, The Talisman, The Texas Rangers, Thinner,
Trancers IV (Video), Trancers V(Video), The Vampire Lestat, War of the
Worlds(animated), Zone of Silence

??????: 
20 Bucks, 30 Wishes, Anything But Love, The Apostle, Auntie Mame, Badmen,
Barefoot Gen, Beauty, Billie's Song, Body Shot, The Brady Bunch, Coach, The
Cool Surface, The Crossing Guard, Cruel and Unusual, D'Artagnan, Damon,
Davy Crockett, Dead Reckoning, Dear Rosie, Deathstalker V, The Defective
Detective, Desperation Angel, Dial M for Monster, The Enchanted Cottage
(remake), Evening Star, Faithful, Family Prayers, Fences, First Knight,
Flash Gordon(remake), Fly by Night, Forty Thieves, Gang Land, The Gerry
Conlon Story, Glass Shadows, "Good Dog Carl", Hamlet(a pig not
Shakespeare), Heart Mountain, Higgins and Beech, "High Times Hard Times",
The Hunting Club, Hunting the Devil, In a Country of Mothers, Into the
Woods, Jack of Hearts, Jade, Joyride, Jungle Book (animatronic), Kings in
Disguise, The Lady Takes an Ace, Late Consequence: A Man and Two Women,
Lightning in a Bottle, The Little Rascals: Our Gang, The Lost City, A
Married Man and a Virgin, The Mayor of Castro Street, Midnight Ride, The
Mist, Mr. Magoo, The Munsters, The Music of Chance, Needles, The Neighbor,
Organic Future, Paper Hearts, Phantom of the Opera (remake), The Picture of
Dorian Gray(remake), Pinocchio(live-action), Prince Charming, Quiz Show,
The Rainbow Warrior, Return to Mystic Pizza, The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty, The Secret of Roan and Inish, Shanghai 1920, Silent Tongues, Slay
the Dreamer, Song of the Sea, Starwatcher, Stone Valley, Streat Fighter,
Streetwise, Superman: The New Movie, Swan Lake, Tank Girl!, Terry and the
Pirates, A Thief of Time, The Three Stooges, To Be an Outlaw, Tracker,
Trouble Bound, The Vampire in Brooklyn, Vanished, Waterworld, Who
Discovered Roger Rabbit?, Without a Word, Yo Alice!, Younger & Younger

Bryan D. Jones
bdj@engr.uark.edu
bdj@comp.uark.edu
as724@cleveland.freenet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 19:35:58 GMT
From: d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lost In Space; The Next Generation

It's been awhile since this thread disappeared, but I was thinking about a
LIS movie as a continuation of the old series, and a question occured to
me. Why do it?

I mean, why should a writer / producer be saddled with trying to reconcile
the silly original with 1990's technology? Admittedly, the first few
episodes were really quite good, but later on...

The original premise of the show was great; a family sets out to colonize
another planet and gets sabotaged. The sabotour gets stranded aboard and
goes along for the ride. Throw in computer generated SPFX and a redesigned
ship, and it could work! Can you imagine the boffo robot they could do
today? State of the art aliens? A new Judy?

Sorry. I was hot for her until Ro came along.

I'm leaving.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 23:22:20 GMT
From: jemagee@students.wisc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Spiderman

With all this talk of Marvel Based super hero movies, I thought of
something.  Supposedly the next movie to come out, last time I heard, based
on a comic book was SpiderMan, directed by James Cameron, the reigning King
of Action Films, after Terminator2, any news on that????

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jan 94 01:49:34 GMT
From: moksha@cats.ucsc.edu (Matthew Michael Brenner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TERENCE McKENNA, ROBERT ANTON WILSON, RUDY RUCKER in Portuguese film

(Lisbon) Robert Anton Wilson, Terence McKenna, and Rudy Rucker finished
filming scenes for a 55-minute movie to be released in the U.S. later this
fall at a San Francisco film-fest.  The film, whose working title is LX-23,
finds the three men out on the streets of this historic European city, as
they encounter a host of bizarre and wonderous characters and find
themselves enmeshed in an epi-conspiracy of high adventure.
English/Portuguese with subtitles.

moksha@cats.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 02:53:00 GMT
From: robert.winkler@canrem.com (Robert Winkler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dark Universe

Howdy!

Haven't seen a trashy B-movie lately?

I can warmly recommend DARK UNIVERSE !

		   WARNING ! SPOILERS AHEAD ! WARNING !

Well, this pearl of a horror was released by American Independent
Productions, and promises to be the latest low budget disaster in the long
and distinguished history of the genre.

No, it's not bad - not *simply* bad. CREATURE was bad. NIGHT FLYERS was
bad. SOLAR CRISIS was bad.

Dark Universe is horrible.

You got your standard space shuttle - distorted out of proportions, looking
more like a `Cash R Us' plastic toy for children under 8, warning, may be
swallowed - coming back to Earth. The single pilot suddenly discovers `some
kind of sporas' on board, then... Yeah, how did you guess? He MORPHS into
something.

Here's thus our monster. He's really not THAT bad, more like the creature
from CREATURE, a poor counterfeit of our glorious Alien, may it live
eternally in our nightmares, covered by yellow patches of fungus and
peasoup.

So the shuttle crashes, and the fungus starts spreading. So does our
monster.  For the remaning part of 83 excruciating minutes we follow our
creature sucking the liquids out of tourists wandering in the swamp - yeah,
those sick individuals deserve it, who the HELL goes to camp in a swamp?
and our heros/heroines looking for the crash-site.

The story, true to the great traditions, is stupid, schematic and
predictable. The actors/actresses are probably from the nearest acting
school - correspondence course, most likely, getting occasional help from a
nervous entrepreneur and the unattractive camera crew. Their greatest
contribution to the movie, apart from their woodpecker-tempting
performance, is a few shots depicting the bare upper part of the female
leads. May you be in the midst of tortured adolescence, the artificial
poses offer little temptation.

The special effects are cheap, although we're treated with a lot of slime,
some decent make-up, and TONS of morphing.

Now, it wouldn't be so aggravating, had Dark Universe been made by a few
enthusiastic amateurs. Unfortunately, according to the credits, there were
some brand-name studios/fx companies/whatever involved in the project as
well.

The movie claims to have been shot on AGFA stock, but don't believe it too
easily. The colors, especially in the night/campfire shots, show the kind
of distortion you may be familiar with from shot-direct-to-video features.

Oh, the most important part: the evil industrialist is played by none else
but Joe Estevez. Since to the best of my knowledge Emilio Estevez is the
son (?) of Martin Sheen, and our Joe's voice is IDENTICAL to Martin Sheen's
voice, not to mention the facial similarities, I cannot help but presume
the family connections.

Do yourself a favor: don't rent this crap. Don't even touch it. Boycott the
store that offers it. It's sheer trash, for good money.

If you're really desperate, watch Mighty Morphing Power Rangers. Now,
THAT'S a professional show - at least compared to Dark Universe...;-)

Take care.

Robert

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 19:05:55 GMT
From: mrathwel@uoguelph.ca (Mark Rathwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Godzilla movies?

   I've seen several posts hinting at Godzilla movies that were more recent
than Godzilla 1985. What movies are there and are they any good?

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 21:13:00 GMT
From: dave@blackbox.cc.columbia.edu (David Milner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Godzilla movies?

Here's a list of the recent Godzilla films:

GODZILLA 1985
GODZILLA VS. BIOLLANTE (1989)
GODZILLA VS. GHIDRAH (1991)
GODZILLA VS. MOTHRA (1992)
GODZILLA VS. MECHAGODZILLA (1993)

None of these films are remakes. Instead, they are merely based on some of
the previous Godzilla films.

GODZILLA 1985 and GODZILLA VS. BIOLLANTE have been released on home video
in the United States. The rest have yet to be distributed in this country,
although you can find subtitled versions of them at sci-fi conventions.

The Toho Company Ltd. has announced that it intends to release another
Godzilla film in Japan either in December or early 1995. It has yet to
announce a title.

The upcoming TriStar Godzilla film is currently being written by Ted Elliot
and Terry Rossio, the people who wrote Walt Disney's ALADDIN, and it is
going to be directed by Alex Cox, whose previous credits include REPO MAN
and SID & NANCY.

David Milner
Columbia University  
inet:   dave@blackbox.cc.columbia.edu 
usenet: ...rutgers!columbia!blackbox!dave
        ...rutgers!columbia!blackbox.cc.columbia.edu!dave

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 10:55:30 GMT
From: asawyer@liverpool.ac.uk ("Mr A.P. Sawyer")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forbidden Planet

George Pachulski said:
>  I just saw the movie "Forbidden Planet" on video and though it wasn't
> too bad for a '56 Sci -Fi flick.
> 
>   I was wondering if there was a sequel ever made ... or was Altair V
> totaly destroyed ?  any other movies of the same type around?

There is a Stage Musical, directed by Bob Carlton, called "Return to The
Forbidden Planet" which has done really well in London's West End.  It uses
the basic plot of the film, plays up the Shakespearean references (most of
the dialogue consists of tags from various Shakespeare plays - there's a
wonderful line nicked from JULIUS CAESAR when the monsters from the Id go
"on the march" ) and is spiced up with rock and roll classics.  I saw it
when it played in Liverpool some years before the London success and it was
a truly great experience!

Andy Sawyer,
Librarian/Administrator: Science Fiction Foundation Collection
Sydney Jones Library
asawyer@liverpool.ac.uk.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 00:44:07 GMT
From: Tim_E._Kretschmann@nrunner.mil.wi.us
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forbidden Planet

> It uses the basic plot of the film, plays up the Shakespearean references
> (most of the dialogue consists of tags from various Shakespeare plays -
> there's a wonderful line nicked from JULIUS CAESAR when the monsters from
> the Id go "on the march" ) and is spiced up with rock and roll classics.

The Shakespearan play that "Forbidden Planet" is based on is "The Tempest."
It follows the plot quite nicely.

As for sequels, I've heard that one is in the works.  Off hand, I'm not
sure who is directing, but I thought I read Stan Winston (of JP
dino-puppets fame) is redesigning Robbie.

Tim_E._Kretschmann@nrunner.milw.wi.us

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 04:26:07 GMT
From: RXL124@psuvm.psu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ahnold's new sf movie

Is this true? I heard they are close to making a deal on another Terminator
like movie (not in story-wise but style-wise)call LASERMAN. My friend told
me he read the article from some sort of sf magazine. I am very excited
about this but I need confirmation, because I pretty much follow what's
going on with Mr.T and the only thing I heard about was "True lies" due in
this summer and some comedy next year. So where does Laserman fit?
Ahnold's not getting any younger. I think he should do all the action films
while he still has the time and put comedy aside.
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Baxter (2 msgs) & Del Rey Internet Newsletter
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Date: 1 Feb 94 05:45:16 GMT
From: kasprj@isaac.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Baxter, _Timelike Infinity_

ccc_rex@waikato.ac.nz (Rex Croft) writes:
> I just read _Timelike Infinity_ by Stephen Baxter.  Very enjoyable.
 
 I'm sorry, but I consider it a moral imperative to refute this, lest some
unwary reader make the mistake of purchasing this book and possibly
contributing to the continuation of the undeserved career of one of the
worst hack writers of phony hard SF to come down the pike since the bad old
pre-_Astounding_ days.
 
 I bought Baxter's _Raft_ back in '92, and I was mildly impressed. Enough
so to put him on the list of possible successors to the old sense-of-wonder
writers like Clarke and Niven. I figured that if he did a bit more homework
with the science, and learned how to write characters and dialogue, he'd be
one of the better new SF writers out there, and even if he stayed at the
same level, I could at least count on him for passable mind candy.
 
 So in '93 I bought _Timelike Infinity_. 
 
 This proved to be a mistake. 

> Lots of hard physics involving black holes.  I couldn't tell the
> difference between the facts and the fiction, which is good.
 
 Ninety-nine percent of it is vigorous handwaving, and the rest is
misapplied.

> Simplistic characters,
 
 That's putting it politely. Baxter's humans are paper cutouts, and his
aliens are different-shaped paper cutouts, and I can't tell one from the
other. At least in _Raft_ they were cut from some fairly durable poster
stock, but the characters in _Timelike Infinity_ are no more substantial
than what we in the States euphemistically refer to as "bathroom tissue".

> but lots of neat hardware (mile wide biological space ships), aliens, and
>wormholes turned into time machines.
 
 The book's special effects might save it, if they were written in such a
way as to make them interesting. But even the "neat hardware" was nothing
more than paper cutouts folded into weird shapes.

> I didn't quite follow the ending,
 
 Don't worry. There wasn't anything worth following.

> but the rest of the book good.

 The rest of the book doubleplusungood.
 
 _Timelike Infinity_ sucks rocks through a flexi-straw. Please do not buy
this book. Maybe if no more copies are sold, Stephen Baxter will stop
inflicting his execrable writing on the science fiction world, or perhaps
even learn some basic composition skills and write something worth reading.
(Now I know that a whole bunch of people are going to want to go and read
this book just to see what could possibly be so bad about it. Please, just
don't buy it in the bookstores. I can't stomach the thought of people's
hard-earned money going into Baxter's pockets because of this turkey.
Borrow a friend's copy or find it in a used bookstore or something.)
 
 If you want to read a hard SF novel with two-dimensional characters and
lots of sparkly hardware, try Donald Moffitt's _Genesis Quest_ and _Second
Genesis_.  The bogosity quotient of the science is much lower, and Moffitt
can write well enough to keep the reader interested in what's happeneing.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI
Troy, NY, USA
kasprj@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 09:01:52 GMT
From: gbell@festival.ed.ac.uk (G Bell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Baxter, _Timelike Infinity_

Sorry to disapoint you old bean, but I really enjoyed "The Raft" and
"Timelike Infinity", and just to rub salt in to your battered and lacerated
intellect Baxter has since written two more novels, cheeky bastard! eh:-)

Oh yeah, Niven, who I've quite enjoyed in the past, has a blurb on Baxter's
books saying he (Baxter) should be assassinated before he puts Niven out of
a job, sounds like you're in the wrong job:-)

Graham Bell
Bibliographic Services
Edinburgh University Library
George Square,              
Edinburgh EH8 9LJ           
G.Bell@festival.ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 15:29:11 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Del Rey Internet Newsletter, February (long)

FIRST ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 
The DEL REY BOOKS Internet Newsletter
      
Number 13 (February 1994)
  
WHAT'S NEW IN THE STORES
 
OUT OF THIS WORLD by Lawrence Watt-Evans.  Hardcover.

OUT OF THIS WORLD, Book One of the Three Worlds trilogy, is a departure
from Lawrence Watt-Evans's lighthearted Ethshar series.  It mixes our own
very real world, a fantasy world, and a technological empire, playing on
the science-fiction classics and showcasing Watt- Evans' wry wit.  The hero
is a mild-mannered suburbanite who has a problem with his basement - it
contains a portal to another world.  Humorous fantasy mixed with
hard-hitting realism.

THE TALISMANS OF SHANNARA by Terry Brooks.  Paperback.
 
In THE TALISMANS OF SHANNARA, the conclusion to the Heritage of Shannara
series, the descendants of the Elven house of Shannara have all completed
their quests.  But the leader of the Shadowen, Rimmer Dall, is determined
that they will never get together to share the knowledge that will end the
destruction of the Four Lands.  TALISMANS is classic, epic fantasy, filled
with quests, elves, dwarves, and heroes combatting evil.

THE PRINCE OF ILL LUCK by Susan Dexter.  Paperback.
 
First we'll let Marion Zimmer Bradley describe this one, in a letter to the
editor: "I have just read Susan Dexter's book THE PRINCE OF ILL LUCK.  It
is one of the most delightfully funny books I've read in my life, with an
amusing stumblebum of a hero and a heroine who makes the average Amazon
look like a wimp...I read so many of these things that I usually read them,
to say the least, without enthusiasm.  But within three pages I was hooked.
There's even a delightful horse which gives the book a flavor of Richard
Adams."  Basically, a loser prince wins the hand of a duke's daughter by
accident; really peeved with this situation, she runs away, taking him
along because he and his horse are convenient; then she poisons him and
takes off.  Does he die?  Of course not - the horse saves him.

FIRE IN A FARAWAY PLACE by Robert Frezza.  Paperback.
 
Several years after the soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 35th Imperial Rifle
Regiment quelled the revolt that marooned them on the planet Suid Afrika in
Frezza's first novel, A SMALL COLONIAL WAR, another fleet appears in the
skies above the planet: Earth has not forgotten them, nor has the ruthless
Japanese company that once ran Suid Afrika.  Despite his well-intentioned
efforts to prevent bloodshed, Lt. Col.  Anton Vereshchagin and his
battalion of very well-trained and well motivated troops eventually must
protect an entire planet against imperial aggression from an Earth
dominated by the Japanese.  The editor of this one bought it because he
found it to be well-drawn, meticulously detailed military sf - a cut above
the usual "small group takes on state/empire/world and wins" scenario.
Frezza, a former Army officer, is also the author of the wacky McLENDON'S
SYNDROME.

ROADMARKS and MY NAME IS LEGION by Roger Zelazny.  Paperbacks.
 
ROADMARKS is about the Road that runs through all of time, with turnoffs to
alternate histories, and the people who use it.  MY NAME IS LEGION is the
story of a nameless (or omninamed) operative for a global detective agency.
Both are examples of the quirky, entertaining style that has won Zelazny
six Hugo and Nebula Awards.  These are repackages of previous Del Rey
books; we repackaged THE CHANGING LAND and DILVISH, THE DAMNED in November.
 
DEL REY DATA
   
February books:
THE WITCH DOCTOR by Christopher Stasheff (F)
Book Three of _A Wizard in Rhyme_; 345-37584-X
Hardcover, 416 pp; cover art by Darrell K. Sweet
 
SHADOW OF THE WELL OF SOULS by Jack Chalker (SF)
_Watchers at the Well,_ Book 2; 345-36202-0
Trade paperback, 384 pp; cover art by Bob Eggleton
 
ECHOES OF THE WELL OF SOULS by Jack Chalker (SF)
_Watchers at the Well,_ Book 1; 345-38686-8
Paperback, 320 pp; cover art by Bob Eggleton
 
WE OPEN ON VENUS by Christopher Stasheff (SF)
Book Two of _Starship Troupers_; 345-36891-6
Paperback, 336 pp; cover art by David Mattingly
 
THE WIZARD KING by Julie Dean Smith (F)
Book Four of _A Caithan Crusade_; 345-37153-4
Paperback, 352 pp; cover art by Michael Herring
 
 --> DEL REY DISCOVERY: THE IMPERIUM GAME by K. D. Wentworth (SF)
345-38729-5
Paperback, 240 pp; cover art by Nicholas Jainschigg

March books:
OUT OF THIS WORLD by Lawrence Watt-Evans (SF/F)
Book One of the _Three Worlds Trilogy_; 345-37245-X
Hardcover, 320 pp; cover art by Peter Peebles
 
A GUIDE TO THE STAR WARS UNIVERSE, SECOND EDITION, REVISED & EXPANDED
by Bill Slavicsek (SF reference)
345-38625-6
Trade paperback, 448 pp; cover art by Ralph McQuarrie
 
THE TALISMANS OF SHANNARA by Terry Brooks (F)
Book Four of _The Heritage of Shannara_; 345-38674-4
Paperback, 448 pp; cover art by Keith Parkinson
 
THE PRINCE OF ILL-LUCK by Susan Dexter (F)
345-38065-7
Paperback, 256 pp; cover art by Mark Harrison
 
FIRE IN A FARAWAY PLACE by Robert Frezza (SF)
Sequel to A SMALL COLONIAL WAR; 345-38724-4
Paperback, 320 pp; cover art by Peter Peebles
 
ROADMARKS and MY NAME IS LEGION by Roger Zelazny (SF)
345-34515-0 and 345-29522-6
Paperback repackages, 192 and 224 pp; cover art by Michael Herring and
Tim Hildebrandt

April books:
THE LIVING GOD by Dave Duncan (F)
Book Four of _A Handful of Men_; 345-37899-7
Hardcover, 400 pp; cover art by Jim Burns
 
STRANGER AT THE WEDDING by Barbara Hambly (F)
345-38097-5
Paperback, 320 pp; cover art by Don Maitz
 
CRASHLANDER by Larry Niven (SF)
Beowulf Shaeffer short-story collection; 345-38168-8
Paperback, 320 pp; cover art by Don Dixon
 
A WHISPER OF TIME by Paula E. Downing (SF)
345-38195-5
Paperback, 304 pp; cover art by Nick Jainshigg
 
 --> DEL REY DISCOVERY: THE HELDAN by Deborah Talmadge-Bickmore (F)
345-38243-9
Paperback, 336 pp; cover art by Michael Herring
 
Special Announcement:  Action on the Star Wars Front
 
Next month will be the release of our GUIDE TO THE STAR WARS UNIVERSE,
Second Edition.  A fat trade book, it's illustrated throughout, and is a
revised and greatly expanded version of our previous GUIDE (1984).  The
publication of the new GUIDE kicks off a year of Star Wars action around
Del Rey, as detailed below:
 
We will be repackaging the first-ever original Star Wars novel, SPLINTER OF
THE MIND'S EYE by bestselling sf author Alan Dean Foster, in May of '94.
SPLINTER was a hugely successful book when it was first published, and we
want to introduce it to a whole new generation of readers - almost
literally.  It will include an introduction by George Lucas, discussing
(and dispelling some rumors of) how the book came about.
 
In July we'll be publishing a three-in-one volume of L. Neil Smith's
Adventures of Lando Calrissian (a big fat book priced like a regular book,
like our Han Solo Adventures).
 
But the most exciting project in the works is a trade paperback containing
the entire script of the National Public Radio dramatization of Star Wars.
I've listened to the whole dramatization on tape (mostly while doing the
dishes) and it's great!  It has about 20% totally new material, written by
Brian Daley: scenes that we only hear about in the movie version and the
novel version, especially events on Alderaan, and some expansions of events
that were briefly covered in the movie.  The script will be illustrated
with art from the LucasFilm archives: production sketches, storyboard art,
photos of props and filming, and stuff like that (I'm not quite sure what
else because we haven't picked out the art yet).  And the book may even
have an introduction by Brian Daley, who's one of the most expert Star Wars
experts ever.

Special Announcement:  DRIN Reader Survey

Since this is the DRIN's one-year anniversary issue, I thought I'd solicit
some feedback from readers (and give some stuff away).  At the end of this
issue is a quick survey about the DRIN's contents, with a contest question,
too.  Please fill it out and e-mail it to me.  We'll use the survey to make
the DRIN better, and give the winner of the contest a prize - guess what?
Books.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Brian Daley
 
Brian Daley was originally discovered by Lester del Rey, who bought his
first novel, THE DOOMFARERS OF CORAMONDE, in the late 70s.  (This happens
to be the first Del Rey book I remember reading.  I bought it for a quarter
at a garage sale when I was 12.  Brian _hates_ it when I bring this up.)
He's written a wide variety of sf and fantasy under his own name and under
the pseudonym of Jack McKinney, which he shares with fellow sf author James
Luceno.  Besides the many books to his credit, Brian also wrote the scripts
for the National Public Radio dramatizations of "Star Wars" and "The Empire
Strikes Back," adding in some good juicy scenes.  But those aren't out in
book form (yet!), so they're not listed here.  He's currently at work on an
immense intergalactic saga tentatively titled GAMMALAW.
 
This list is divided into two sections: Brian's solo work, and his
collaborative work as half of Jack McKinney.  Within the two sections, all
books are listed in chronological order by publication date.  All are
mass-market paperbacks unless noted "hardcover."  The books that are out of
print are followed by an asterisk.
 
By Brian Daley:
THE DOOMFARERS OF CORAMONDE (4/77; 345-33953-3)
THE STARFOLLOWERS OF CORAMONDE (2/79; 345-33954-1)
A TAPESTRY OF MAGICS (2/83; 345-29682-6)*
HAN SOLO AT STARS' END hardcover (4/79; 345-28251-5)*
HAN SOLO AT STARS' END paperback (10/79; 345-29664-8)*
HAN SOLO'S REVENGE hardcover (11/79; 345-28475-5)*
HAN SOLO'S REVENGE paperback (6/80; 345-28840-8)*
HAN SOLO AND THE LOST LEGACY (9/80; 345-34514-2)
TRON novelization (6/82; 345-30352-0)*
REQUIEM FOR A RULER OF WORLDS (Floyt and Fitzhugh trilogy, 5/85; 345- 
31487-5)
JINX ON A TERRAN INHERITANCE (Floyt and Fitzhugh, 12/85; 345-31488-3)
FALL OF THE WHITE SHIP AVATAR (Floyt and Fitzhugh, 1/87; 345-32919-8)*
THE HAN SOLO ADVENTURES (Han Solo 3-in-1 volume, 6/92; 345-37980-2)
 
By Jack McKinney, of whom Daley is half:
ROBOTECH:  GENESIS (#1, 3/87; 345-34133-3)
ROBOTECH:  BATTLE CRY (#2, 3/87; 345-34134-1)
ROBOTECH:  HOMECOMING (#3, 3/87; 345-34136-8)
ROBOTECH:  BATTLEHYMN (#4, 3/87; 345-34137-6)
ROBOTECH:  FORCE OF ARMS (#5, 5/87; 345-34138-4)
ROBOTECH:  DOOMSDAY (#6, 6/87; 345-34139-2)
ROBOTECH:  SOUTHERN CROSS (#7, 7/87; 345-34140-6)
ROBOTECH:  METAL FIRE (#8, 8/87; 345-34141-4)
ROBOTECH:  THE FINAL NIGHTMARE (#9, 9/87; 345-34142-2)
ROBOTECH:  INVID INVASION (#10, 10/87; 345-34143-0)
ROBOTECH:  METAMORPHOSIS (#11, 11/87; 345-34144-9)
ROBOTECH:  SYMPHONY OF LIGHT (#12, 12/87; 345-34145-7)
SENTINELS:  THE DEVIL'S HAND (#1, 4/88; 345-35300-5)
SENTINELS:  DARK POWERS (#2, 5/88; 345-35301-3)
SENTINELS:  DEATH DANCE (#3, 6/88; 345-35302-1)
SENTINELS:  WORLD KILLERS (#4, 7/88; 345-35304-8)
SENTINELS:  RUBICON (#5, 8/88; 345-35305-6)
ROBOTECH:  THE END OF THE CIRCLE (#18, 1/90; 345-36311-6)
KADUNA MEMORIES (7/90; 345-36579-8)*
EVENT HORIZON (_The Black Hole Travel Agency_, 6/91; 345-37053-8)
ARTIFACT OF THE SYSTEM (_The Black Hole Travel Agency_, 8/91; 345-
37054-6)
FREE RADICALS (_The Black Hole Travel Agency_, 5/92; 345-37078-3)
HOSTILE TAKEOVER (_The Black Hole Travel Agency_, 1/94; 345-37079-1)
ROBOTECH:  THE ZENTRAEDI REBELLION (#19, 5/94; 345-38744-0)
 
About the Author:
Brian Daley was born in rural New Jersey in 1947.  After a four-year
enlistment in the Army, he held down the usual odd jobs (waiter, bartender,
loading-dock worker) before enrolling in college, where he began his first
novel, THE DOOMFARERS OF CORAMONDE.  Besides writing sf and fantasy novels
and the odd movie novelization, he has scripted movie adaptations for NPR,
dramatic recordings for Disneyland, and a number of animated TV episodes.
In the service of various writing and scripting assignments, he has become
an expert on the world of Star Wars.  He and his longtime companion,
historical novelist Lucia St.  Clair Robson, currently divide their time
among northern New Jersey, Martha's Vineyard, and the environs of
Annapolis, Maryland.
 
[Moderator's Note: Due to the length of this article, it has been split
into two parts.  Part 2 will appear in issue #68.]
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Date: 2 Feb 94 09:14:21 GMT
From: pg@login.dkuug.dk (Per Goetterup)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clive Barker : The Great and Secret Show

crawford_killian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian) writes:
>This was a useful book in that it precluded my ever having to waste any
>more time on Barker's stuff. Otherwise, it was a dreadful piece of crap.

Actually I liked it a lot more than Weaveworld and Imajica, both of which I
haven't been able to finish.

His Books of Blood are great too. And Cabal. And The Damnation Game...

You're doing yourself a great wrong by basing your opinion on just one
book.  Clive Barker at a minimum equals Stephen King and surpasses him by
miles when it comes to keeping a decent level of writing. Okay, "Needful
Things" was really great but some of his recent work has *really* sucked
IMHO.

Per Goetterup
TechnoVision Software
Denmark
pg@login.dkuug.dk

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 15:45:10 GMT
From: wayno@sun2944a.chinalake.navy.mil (wayne fiebick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Well of Souls

I just finished reading Jack Chalkers new Well of Souls book "Exiles to the
Well of Souls".  I thought it was every bit as entertaining as the original
Well series.  Only thing I don`t like about his writing is having to start
a story and wait a year for the next chapter!

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 15:30:21 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Egan's QUARANTINE

ee@star.qmw.ac.uk (Frossie) writes:
> [Quarantine by Greg Egan] is truly stunning. 

I beg to differ.  Egan is a brilliant exponent of the classical sf formula,
which is to say that he can take a single startling idea and present it
with just enough character and background to produce a readable story.
I've really enjoyed his short fiction in Interzone and elsewhere - I think
he's especially good with ideas to do with consciousness or personality and
how they may be affected by technology.

But he's not so good at the other elements of writing, especially dialogue
and character.  At short story and novellette length this doesn't matter
because his ideas are indeed stunning, but as of Quarantine he had
difficulty with the novel form.  I just didn't care about his characters or
what happened to them, and the milieu was unexciting.

Perhaps he'll improve with practice, but at the moment he's in the Steve
Baxter bin of novelists with good ideas but no prose.

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 14:38:18 GMT
From: charless@sco.com (charless)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rats and Gargoyles

kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin) writes:
>You might find ``Golden Witchbreed'' more accessible. ``Ancient Light''
>(its sequel) is waiting on my shelves to be read (along with about 50
>other books), so I can't say about that. ``The Architecture of Desire'', a
>sequel to RaG, is, to my mind, markedly inferior; it lacks the scope of
>RaG and the story didn't seem to go anywhere.

On the contrary: The Architecture of Desire is _not_ what it seems. The
story doesn't go where the naive reader expects it to go, because the book
is not the story. The _book_ is about desire, and the way it makes people
compromise their ideals. The _story_ is about a surrealized vision of the
English Civil War, with lots of historical references to the then-prevalent
world view (around the dawn of the age of enlightenment). The _setting_ is
an inverted geometry of sexual politics, with gender roles confused and
subverted.

Trying to read any of the recent novels by Mary Gentle as simple narrative
fiction is like mistaking a UNIX workstation with a usenet feed for an
overgrown pocket calculator.

Charlie Stross
charless@sco.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 15:29:11 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Del Rey Internet Newsletter, February (long)

[Moderator's Note: This is the second part of an article that began in
issue #67.]

IN DEPTH
 
When I asked Lawrence Watt-Evans to write something for the DRIN, I posed
for him the question that begins his essay.  I figured he was remarkably
well suited to answer it, since he's the author whose Del Rey books are
most evenly divided between sf and fantasy.  In fact, his most recent book,
OUT OF THIS WORLD, is a mix of sf and fantasy; and in his essay, he poses a
counterquestion: did we use our sf logo (the circles) or our fantasy logo
(the cockatrice or gryphon or basilisk or whatever it is) on the cover?
The answer is that we sneakily avoided the problem: on hardcovers, we don't
use either of our special logos!  So we'll defer the dilemma until OUT OF
THIS WORLD makes its paperback debut.
 
SCIENTIFIC MAGIC?
 
"What do you see as the definitive differences between sf and fantasy,
since you write both?"  This is an especially interesting question coming
from a Del Rey editor.  When Del Rey was founded, it was the first major
publisher to declare a sharp division between the sf and fantasy lines -
Judy-Lynn del Rey ran the sf, Lester ran the fantasy.  Fantasy editors did
not buy sf; sf editors did not buy fantasy.  No other house kept them so
carefully segregated, despite a few crossover books labeled "science
fantasy."
 
Judy-Lynn and Lester are both gone now, though, and the barriers are
breaking down.  So were they artificial?  Or were they a good idea?  What
_do_ I see as the definitive difference?
 
The sf purists will want to lynch me for this, but the fact is, there _is_
no definitive difference.
 
I have written both - shucks, I've won awards for both.  And I've written
articles on the difference before - "Watt-Evans' Laws of Fantasy" was
published in _Starlog_ years ago, and gave my definitions of the two
genres.  Basically, the difference is that in fantasy you write about
things you believe to be impossible, while in sf you write about stuff that
hasn't been disproved.  Everything else is window dressing.
 
Thing is, one person's sf is another person's fantasy.  Is time travel
possible?  Faster-than-light travel?  Parallel worlds?  Psi powers?
Nanotechnology?  (You may think you can give a simple yes or no answer to
some of those, but I assure you, I can find people who will give the
opposite answer just as confidently.)

Sometimes you have a story that's clearly one or the other; nobody
seriously contends that THE LORD OF THE RINGS is science fiction, or that A
FALL OF MOONDUST is fantasy.  And maybe once upon a time, it was pretty
easy to classify _most_ stories.  But it's gotten harder and harder as it
gets more difficult to define the limits of what's possible, and as those
limits turn out to be in unexpected places: fifty years ago, nanotechnology
was fantasy, but the swamps of Venus were sf.  The grey area between sf and
fantasy has gotten larger and larger.  Sf has managed to lay claim to large
chunks of it, more out of tradition than anything else and, because of the
trappings, the window dressing.  In sf, if you present something that
_looks_ like magic, you have to give a rationale; in fantasy, you can just
go ahead and call it magic.
 
Often the real difference between the two, whether the sf folks want to
admit it or not, is whether the author bothers to make up a rationale.  You
have a world dominated by wizards living in castles, who battle each other
by casting lightnings about - it's fantasy.  But say it's a planet of
another star, and the lightnings are high-energy particle beams, and all of
a sudden it's sf.
 
Your hero rides a dragon - it's fantasy.  The dragon's the result of
careful gene-splicing - it's sf.
 
Me, I like to play in that gray area, and keep it at least slightly gray.
I know enough science to write good hard sf - I've been published in
_Analog_ but, I don't insist on it; I'm perfectly willing to play around
with myth and magic if that will make a better story.  And I love writing
science fantasy.
 
THE CYBORG AND THE SORCERERS is set on a colony planet bombed back to
barbarism, where wizards have risen to power but, is it magic, or psionic
abilities caused by a radiation-induced mutation?  I never said; I let the
reader decide.
 
In my story "Windwagon Smith and the Martians," Thomas Smith is transported
to Mars but, by magic, or technology?  I never said.
 
And now, in OUT OF THIS WORLD and the rest of the Three Worlds trilogy, the
characters find themselves involved with alternate universes where the laws
of physics are different: one a non-Einsteinian space where the speed of
light is not a limit, but things are otherwise fairly similar, and the
other where there's an omnipresent energy field that can be used to work
"magic" - magic that obeys very definite laws of its own.
 
Now, is that sf, or is it fantasy?  This time, I not only didn't say, I
don't know myself.  Which doesn't bother me at all.  Let the readers figure
out whichever answer they like.
 
I originally sold the trilogy to Del Rey as science fiction, but that was
only because Lester del Rey was backlogged at the time, and I thought I'd
get a faster reply from the sf side.  I have no idea whether they're
planning to put the sf circle logo or the fantasy cockatrice on it; your
guess is as good as mine.
 
Because what matters to _me_ is whether it's a good story, with interesting
characters and settings and situations - one that will keep the readers
turning pages, and leave them feeling satisfied at the end.
 
Sf, fantasy - who cares?  I love 'em both.
 
       - Lawrence Watt-Evans

Q & A

Q: Does Del Rey ship trade paperbacks on a different schedule from mass
   market paperbacks and hardbacks?  It appears that the local bookstores
   get the Del Rey mass market paperbacks and hardbacks at the same time
   (second week of the month), but the trade paperbacks don't hit the
   shelves until near the end of the month.
A: Del Rey doesn't have a set shipping schedule for either trade paperbacks
or hardcovers, as we do for mass-market paperbacks.  Trade and hardcover
books ship when they're finished being printed and bound, and that might be
a month and a half before the official publication date, or 3 weeks into
the official publication date (but we try to avoid that!).  Usually they go
on sale the second week of the month before the official publication month.
 
Q: THE BEST OF HENRY KUTTNER contains two stories about a family of
   hillbillies with some special psionic powers.  One of these is called
   something like "Exit the Professor" about a fellow who investigates them
   and winds up in a bottle.  Does anybody know whether more stories of
   this family were written, and where they might be found?
A: There were four of these "Hogben" stories: "Exit the Professor" (1947),
"Pile of Trouble" (1948), "See You Later" (1949), and "Cold War" (1949).
They were all published in the magazine _Thrilling Wonder Stories_; both
"Exit the Professor" and "Cold War" are collected in Ballantine's THE BEST
OF HENRY KUTTNER (1975) but it's unfortunately out of print.
 
Q: Do buyers for bookstores really negotiate with the sales representatives
   over each title?  Considering the number of titles in a decent-sized
   store, that must be quite a lot of work for both parties.
A: The answer to this is, in general, yes.  Our sales reps visit their
accounts each month, sample cover flats in hand, and go through our list,
taking (or coaxing) orders for all the books.  Chain stores usually buy
centrally, so a sales rep visits the national office and goes through the
month's books there.  The amount of negotiation that goes on over titles is
variable; some books get more discussion than others.  And in some stores,
depending on the customer base, a few books get very little discussion at
all.  Still, it's a huge job for both the sales rep and the book buyer.
 
Q: Could you comment on why so many titles seem to be released 6 months to
   1 year _earlier_ in England than in the U.S.?  Are the British
   publishers bidding higher to release earlier?
A: Actually, many titles are released in the U.S. before they come out in
England.  It all depends on whether the book is first acquired by a British
publisher and later sold to a U.S. publisher, vice versa, or sold
independently on both sides of the Atlantic.  The books that are published
in England first are usually (but not always) originals from British
publishers; the U.S. publishers don't acquire reprint rights until far
along in the British publication process, and publish later (often using
reviews from the British edition to help their sales).  Sometimes when a
book is sold independently in both the U.S.  and England, the British
edition comes out before the U.S. edition (or simultaneously).  When
British publishers buy reprint rights to U.S.  books, the British editions
usually come out after the U.S. editions.
 
Q: I've heard there will be a Beowulf Shaeffer collection, with some new
   stories.  Also a new Man-Kzin Wars.  Also a new Ringworld novel(la).
   Anyone have any idea when?
A: CRASHLANDER, the Beowulf Shaeffer collection, will be out in March (it's
offically an April book) in paperback.  The new Ringworld novel is being
written now, and will probably be out in hardcover in '95, but we're not
sure yet.  Don't know about the Man-Kzin Wars book, since that's not Del
Rey.
 
Q: Niven referred to a story called "The Ghost Ships" in N-SPACE (or was it
   PLAYGROUNDS OF THE MIND?) that sounded interesting.  Anybody know about
   the status of this?
A: THE GHOST SHIPS has been on Niven's back burner for a long time, and may
or may not ever be written.  We can hope, though!
 
Q: Has Julian May brought out DIAMOND MASK yet?  A friend in New Zealand
   said, when he met her at a convention, that it was going to be released
   at the end of'93.  So is it out in the U.S.?
A: DIAMOND MASK, Book Two of _The Galactic Milieu Trilogy,_ will be a March
hardcover from Knopf.  We will publish in paperback in early 1995.
 
IMHO:  Turnabout
 
I've been filling this space with my humble opinions for a year now, so
I've decided to give everyone a chance to IMHO me back.  Below is the
first-ever Del Rey Internet Newsletter reader survey, which we will use to
improve the DRIN.  There's also a contest because I like to give things
away.
 
So please answer any or all of the questions below and e-mail the survey to
ekh@panix.com by February 20th.  We will only be using the information to
make the DRIN better; we will _not_ be compiling any sort of list of
respondents for any reason.  Thanks!
 
DEL REY INTERNET NEWSLETTER
READER SURVEY
 
1.  How long have you been reading the DRIN?
 
2.  How do you get the DRIN:  rec.arts.sf.written, GEnie, our e-mail
subscriber list, CompuServe, another network (which one?), a gopher
(which one?), a BBS (which one?)...
 
3.  Are there parts of the DRIN you find particularly helpful and/or
entertaining?  Which ones?  (Choose them from the list below.)
 
     WHAT'S NEW IN THE STORES (descriptions of current books)
     DEL REY DATA (list of recent and upcoming books)
     Special Announcements
     DEL REY BIBLIOGRAPHIES
     IN DEPTH (essays by authors, cover artists, and other sf pros)
     Q & A (questions and answers about sf & publishing)
     IMHO (behind-the-scenes looks at various aspects of sf publishing)
 
4.  Are there parts of the DRIN that you _don't_ find interesting or
useful?  Which ones?  (Choose them from the list below.)
 
     WHAT'S NEW IN THE STORES (descriptions of current books)
     DEL REY DATA (list of recent and upcoming books)
     Special Announcements
     DEL REY BIBLIOGRAPHIES
     IN DEPTH (essays by authors, cover artists, and other sf pros)
     Q & A (questions and answers about sf & publishing)
     IMHO (behind-the-scenes looks at various aspects of sf publishing)
 
6.  What else would you like to see in the DRIN?
 
5.  How many sf and fantasy books do you read a month, on average?
 
OKAY, HERE'S THE CONTEST:
 
Start with any Del Rey author's name.  Scramble it into another name,
phrase, or random but amusing collection of words.  Relevance to sf is
encouraged but not required.  You must use all the letters of your author's
name, as it appears on the book cover(s); for example, "Paula E. Downing,"
not just "Paula Downing."  Neatness doesn't count, but silliness does.  You
may submit more than one scramble, but please just send me one piece of
e-mail per person.  The author of the most amusing entry (as judged by a
panel of Del Rey editors during our pastry-powered Friday-morning meetings)
will win - surprise! - two current Del Rey books of his or her choice, or
one Del Rey book plus THE INTERNET DIRECTORY, a big fat guide to resources
on the Internet.
 
Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
ekh@panix.com
E.Harris1@genie.geis.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Brust (5 msgs) & Duncan (4 msgs) &
                        Haldeman & Hodgell (3 msgs) & 
                        May (2 msgs) & McCaffrey

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 22:38:10 GMT
From: dagibbs@quantum.qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust's _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_

Sean Eric Fagan <sef@kithrup.com> wrote:
>dagibbs@quantum.qnx.com (David Gibbs) writes:
>>_TStMatS_ is told from the point of view of Greg Kovaks, a "starving
>>artist", and has 4 main threads
>
>Actually, there are six threads to each chapter, if I remember correctly,
>and each thread, or subchapter, has its own theme.  I haven't figured out
>what they all are, though :).

It is reasonable that, structurally, each chapter did have 6 sections, but
I found as far as story was concerned only the 4 distinctive threads;
though I may have missed one.  I guess it depends on how finely you
subdivide things.  (Threads: Greg + his painting; Greg + his friends; Greg
+ the past; the folk-tale told by Greg.  I guess you could subdivide Greg +
his friends into: Greg + his girlfriend, and Greg + the other artists to
get five.  There may be a 6th such division that I have missed.)

>Bookstores will file it in the fantasy section, NO MATTER WHAT, since that
>is what Brust is known for.  Even if it were marketed as a dictionary, it
>would show up in the fantasy section, either solely or in addition.  That
>is the way things work, most of the time.  You can fight it, or accept it.
>
>If Brust had more non-fantasy books, it would be much less likely to
>happen; someone like Asimov, for example, could be found in many different
>parts of a bookstore.

But, if everything Brust does is filed as fantasy, "NO MATTER WHAT", then
how is Brust ever going to get more non-fantasy books? :-)

David
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 23:03:50 GMT
From: dagibbs@quantum.qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust's _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_

P Nielsen Hayden <pnh@panix.com> wrote:
>dagibbs@quantum.qnx.com (David Gibbs) writes:
>
>>So, why is it marketed as fantasy?
>
>(2) publish it under the fantasy imprint, where already-existing Steven
>Brust fans know to look for new books by Steven Brust; sell twice as many
>hardcovers & get nice solid paperback sale as well.

I don't in fact think it was ever released in hardcover - as far as I
remember the "Fairy Tales" series was a paperback series from the start.

And, now I'm not faulting Ace for publishing it where it will sell, I was
just noting that it has provided a very odd reading experience - you read
fantasy with certain expectations, and _TStMatS_ just didn't meet those
expectations, which meant much of the time that I was reading it, I had a
little thought process running in the background saying, "ok, so when do we
get to the fantasy part?"  By about half way through, I turned this little
daemon off, and proceeded to finish the book.

>(PS: The "Fairy Tales" series, incidentally, is chartered as a series of
>retellings or reworkings of fairy-tale material by popular modern fantasy
>writers; this doesn't preclude them from using the material to surprising
>ends, even telling stories that lack whizbang genre magic-n-wizards
>elements.  Some people seem to like this.  ymmv.  etc.)

I don't think anywhere in my argument that I suggested that I didn't enjoy
the book, and I thoroughly enjoyed the one other book that I have read that
I know was part of the series (_Jack, The Giant Killer_, be Charles de
Lint).  In fact I did enjoy _TStMatS_, I just didn't think it was fantasy.

David
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 02:38:36 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust's _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_

dagibbs@quantum.qnx.com (David Gibbs) writes:
>BTW, does anyone disagree with my evaluation of this book as being NOT
>fantasy?
 
It depends on your definition of fantasy, but I found it to be a fantasy.
 
The sixth thread is the thread about the creative process (and the fifth
thread is about personal growth :) ; the 'fairy tale' can be read as the
protagonist's experience in DreamTime that parallels their experience in
the tangible world.  The assertion that one must struggle in both worlds to
bring something into being might not make tStMatS a fantasy, but Greg and
Crusakari being the same person certainly does shift it into the
'adventures of men in the perilous realms' definition.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 01:27:48 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust's _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_

dagibbs@quantum.qnx.com (David Gibbs) writes:
>I don't in fact think it was ever released in hardcover - as far as I
>remember the "Fairy Tales" series was a paperback series from the start.

THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS by Steven Brust.  New York: Ace Fantasy,
1987.  Hardcover, ISBN 0-441-08410-9.  First Printing.  210 pages, $16.95.
It's sitting next to my keyboard as I type this.

All of the Fairy Tales thus far - the first three from Ace, and subsequent
books in the series from us, have been initially issued in hardcover.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 01:26:34 GMT
From: ebarnea@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Eyal Barnea)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust's _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_

dagibbs@quantum.qnx.com (David Gibbs) writes:
>I have just finished reading Steven Brust's _The Sun, the Moon, and the
>Stars_ (hereinafter referred to as _TStMatS_ to conserve
>
>So, why is it marketed as fantasy?

Funny.  I read that book about 5 1/2 years ago, and was wondering the same
thing.  However, I disagree about the claim that you can eliminate the folk
tale without hurting the book.  It is essential for understanding what the
'real' world characters are going through.  Also, are you sure there were 4
threads?  I seem to recall a fifth, which was mostly philosophical
discourse.

From my recollection, and impression of his other work, it appears to be
Brust writing Zelazny.  As far as I can tell, he is the best living author
at controlling his style consciously.  Maybe the best ever.

BTW, tStMatS is my favorite novel, bar none.  

Eyal Barnea
ebarnea@garnet.acns.fsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 13:38:48 GMT
From: young@epas.utoronto.ca (Abigail Ann Young)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dave Duncan, _A Man of His Word_

I've just finished reading these books (a series of four fantasy novels)
and don't recall having seen any discussion of them here. I admit they are
not by any means the Great Canadian Novel but I found them 'a good read.'

Duncan is a retired geologist who spent a lot of time in the North, I
gather fromn the blurb, and certainly his descriptions of arctic and
subarctic weather is one of the best features of his writing.  Otherwise,
he seems not to be influenced much by other fantasy novels: I caught a
vague whiff of 'Xanth' and a more substantial one of RPGs.  The fourth and
final book was a bit disappointing because (I think) it required both plot
resolution and some real characterisation: Duncan seems better at twisting
his plot than reolving it and to rely on rather stereotypic
character-types. But I wouldn't mind reading something else by him when I
was looking for something light and fun.

I looked in at a bookstore on the way home from church on Sunday and
noticed that he seems to have fallen prey to the Eddings disease and
started another series in the same universe with some of the same
characters as AMoHW. Does anyone have any comments on it?

Dr. Abigail Ann Young
Records of Early English Drama
Victoria College
University of Toronto
young@epas.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 14:35:55 GMT
From: jltrudel@epas.utoronto.ca (Jean-Louis Trudel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan, _A Man of His Word_

young@epas.utoronto.ca (Abigail Ann Young) writes:
>I've just finished reading these books (a series of four fantasy novels)
>and don't recall having seen any discussion of them here. I admit they are
>not by any means the Great Canadian Novel but I found them 'a good read.'
>
>Duncan is a retired geologist who spent a lot of time in the North, I
>gather from the blurb, and certainly his descriptions of arctic and
>jubarctic weather is one of the best features of his writing.  Otherwise,
>he seems not to be influenced much by other fantasy novels: I caught a
>vague whiff of 'Xanth' and a more substantial one of RPGs.  The fourth and
>final book was a bit disappointing because (I think) it required both plot
>resolution and some real characterisation: Duncan seems better at twisting
>his plot than reolving it and to rely on rather stereotypic
>character-types. But I wouldn't mind reading something else by him when I
>was looking for something light and fun.

Duncan has written several stand-alone science fiction novels: I have _West
of January_, _Strings_, _Shadow_, and _Hero!_.  On the whole, however, I
would not describe them as "light and fun".  (Well, I find them "fun", but
it's another kind of fun, I suspect.)

The best of these, to my taste, is _West of January_, which takes place on
a planet with a very slow rotation rate.  To tie in with another thread,
this is a good example of a book where the author kills characters with
abandon, and wounds and maims the protagonist at leisure.  On the other
hand, I think Duncan has fun confounding many stereotypical expectations of
standard heroic plots and behaviours.  You've been warned...

I think _Shadow_ is best read as a wicked (in the strongest sense of the
term) satire of Anne McCaffrey's Pern books.  What if the Pern dragons had
had their consciousness raised and realized they were being used as
expendable beasts of war?  I must say that I haven't discussed this
hypothesis with the author.  Again, rather on the harsh and bloody side...

_Strings_ is set up as a mystery, involving the usual Duncan character - -a
naive but intelligent young man tangling with headstrong women, and some
interesting pseudo-physics.

_Hero!_ follows some of the patterns outlined above: a headstrong woman, a
somewhat politically naive planetary "hero" who goes through hell.  Here,
the hero is in the Canadian mould; success comes at a cost, and it is not
clearcut.

>I looked in at a bookstore on the way home from church on Sunday and
>noticed that he seems to have fallen prey to the Eddings disease and
>started another series in the same universe with some of the same
>characters as AMoHW. Does anyone have any comments on it?

I haven't read his fantasy novels, but you may want to check out the
current issue of the Canadian SF magazine ON SPEC, which has an excerpt
from the novel _The Stricken Field_.  Light and fun describes the mood
pretty well.

Jean-Louis Trudel

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 04:27:42 GMT
From: CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu (The Fool Eternal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan, _A Man of His Word_

young@epas.utoronto.ca (Abigail Ann Young) said:
>...Anyway, anyone have any comments on it?

Actually, the second series is flowing looser and more cohesively than the
first run. Rare example of a sequel's improvement on the original.

Interesting thing about the whole thing: I think that it feels kind of
Romantic/ early Victorian, kind of if Byron had written Dickenesque
serials. It might just be the liberal dosing of Romantic poetry quotes, but
there is also the elements of exoticism and melodrama (in a positive
sense), the extremely serial, rotating nature of the story and the plucky
heroine-in-exotic-danger shtick. All together, and he's doing more than
just riding the old Eddings/Jordan ferris wheel.

Mitch Hagmaier            
Quest Laboratories        
H.R. Division             

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 05:33:38 GMT
From: paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan, _A Man of His Word_

 Jean-Louis Trudel <jltrudel@epas.utoronto.ca> wrote:
>Duncan has written several stand-alone science fiction novels: I have
>_West of January_, _Strings_, _Shadow_, and _Hero!_.  On the whole,

Hey!  Where did you find a copy of _Shadow_?

>The best of these, to my taste, is _West of January_, which takes place

I think I'd also consider this the best of his SF.

>I haven't read his fantasy novels, but you may want to check out the
>current issue of the Canadian SF magazine ON SPEC, which has an excerpt
>from the novel _The Stricken Field_.  Light and fun describes the mood
>pretty well.

His fantasy is also pretty good (and was my entry to his writing).  They
include _A Rose-Red City_, _The Reaver Road_, "The Seventh Sword" series
(_The Reluctant Swordsman_, _The Coming of Wisdom_, and _The Destiny of the
Sword_), the "A Man of his Word" series (_Magic Casement_, _Faery Lands
Forelorn_, _Perilous Seas_, and _Emperor and Clown_), and the "A Handful of
Men" series (_The Cutting Edge_, _Upland Outlaws_, _The Stricken Field_,
and the forthcoming book).

Are there any I don't know about?

Samuel Paik
Digital Equipment Corporation
3D Device Support
paik@mlo.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 08:34:56 GMT
From: kim@sun.lclark.edu (John Kim)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 1968

In the back of one of Joe Haldeman's books, it says that he's coming out
with a new novel called 1968. Knowing that Haldeman comes from a Vietnam
War background, I guessed that it would be either a new science fiction
novel or at least something dealing with war.  Anyone have any more
information about his new book?  Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 22:44:02 GMT
From: kieran@cmatter.physics.indiana.edu (Kieran Mullen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: LOOKING FOR BOOK

    I am looking for the third book in a trilogy.  The author's name is P.
C. Hogdell (or Hodgell?).  The first two books were _Godstalk_ and _Dark of
the Moon_.  (I am 90% certain of the second title, but would not bet my
life on it.)  The genre is fantasy, and the basic underlying idea is a race
(the Kencyr) are basically angels on the side of the Creator, battling the
Forces of Evil (tm).  The problem is that they've been losing for over a
millenium, and God's not really talking to them anymore.  It's a great book
in the niche of theological fantasy.  The main character is name Jamethiel.

   The third volume was supposed to wind it all up.  I don't know if it was
ever published.  A quick check in Books in Print showed nothing by the
author at all.

   Does anyone know if the third volume was published?  I'd like to know
how it turns out.  Email replies preferred, but posts to the list are nice
too...

   Thanks!

Kieran Mullen

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 06:23:55 GMT
From: mkellis@hoshi.colorado.edu (Mike Ellis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Seeker's Mask_ is OUT

For those of you who have been waiting for just about forever:

_Seeker's Mask_, by P.C. Hodgell, is out.  I received my copy today, and I
don't plan to get much sleep tonight.

My god, this is about as good as Tolkien coming back from the dead.

Michael K. Ellis
mkellis@hoshi.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 14:54:35 GMT
From: dhawk@netcom.com (David Hawkins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Seeker's Mask_ is OUT

mkellis@hoshi.Colorado.EDU (Mike Ellis) writes:
>_Seeker's Mask_, by P.C. Hodgell, is out.  I received my copy today, and I
>don't plan to get much sleep tonight.

Mine showed up Tuesday! But I think I'll re-read Godstalk and Dark of the
Moon first (and the two chapbooks) and then read Seeker's Mask.

Good thing I'm taking a three week vacation.  ;-)

[By the way, you can only get this from Hypatia Press. My copy was #322 (I
think, it's at home) of the 500 they printed.]

David Hawkins
dhawk@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 16:35:01 GMT
From: THALVERSON%LAOTZU@corp.qgraph.com (Thomas Halverson - Quad/Tech #7839)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Julian May

Does anyone have any information about when the next Julian May book ( the
sequel to Jack the Bodiless ) will be coming out?

Tom Halverson

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 14:00:05 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Julian May

(Thomas Halverson - Quad/Tech #7839) writes:
>Does anyone have any information about when the next Julian May book ( the
>sequel to Jack the Bodiless ) will be coming out?

_Diamond Mask_. Supposed to be out in harback in March, which means,
generally, it'll hit the stores in mid-February (ooooo, aaaah)

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 18:28:00 GMT
From: connie.parker@access-info.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Pern

What are your feelings on the Dragonriders of Pern books by Anne McCaffrey.
These are my favorite books I read the whole set at least 3 times a year.
Can't wait for each book that comes out. Is there a message area just on
Pern out there and if so how do I get sign on.

Connie

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - McDonald (4 msgs) & Silverberg &
                         Stephenson (5 msgs) & Willis (4 msgs) &
                         Mailing List for Book Collectors

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 23:48:54 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: McDonald

drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu "Rebecca Drayer" writes:
>Coincidentally, I just read _Desolation Road_ over break.  At first, I
>found it quite annoying, with lots of little subplots that didn't seem to
>fit together.  Of course, as the book progressed, I began to see things
>fall into place.

I didn't mind that, for some reason (I usually dislike that sort if
'bittiness').  Perhaps because the quality of his writing was good enough
to distract me.

>Was it just me, or did the town of Desolation Road seem more appealing
>before ROTECH et al. took it over?  I kind of liked the image of a
>forgotten town living its life untouched by the rest of civilization.

Er, wasn't that the point?  Or *a* point, rather - I thought the
'corruption' of the town was an integral part of the plot.  I could well be
wrong, of course - I don't know the author (that's still the only thing of
his that I've read so far) or what he intended.

I thought it was good, anyway...

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 19:17:15 GMT
From: shick@europa.eng.gtefsd.com (Steve Hick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ian McDonald: Scissors Cut Paper Wrap Stone...

weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu (Matthew P Wiener) wrote:
> Yes, it's a slim paperback.  

I liked it a lot, and thought it was thin because he didn't overpad it at
all.  It has an interesting 'McGuffin" and I thought the plot device of the
pilgrim's journey interesting and appropriate.  And his treatment of a
post-post-industrial, pre-fuedalism Japan thought-provoking.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 04:45:23 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Desolation Road

chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton) writes:
>drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu "Rebecca Drayer" writes:
>>Was it just me, or did the town of Desolation Road seem more appealing
>>before ROTECH et al. took it over?  I kind of liked the image of a
>>forgotten town living its life untouched by the rest of civilization.
>
>Er, wasn't that the point?  Or *a* point, rather - I thought the
>'corruption' of the town was an integral part of the plot.  I could well
>be wrong, of course - I don't know the author (that's still the only thing
>of his that I've read so far) or what he intended.

It was definitely the point.  I'm just saying that the town seemed like a
better place to live in the beginning.  (I guess I just liked Dr.
Alimantando.)

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu
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Date: 2 Feb 94 17:38:39 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ian McDonald: Scissors Cut Paper Wrap Stone (SPOILERS)

Honest, really, big SPOILERS now.

Steve Hick@europa.eng.gt (756)
> I liked it a lot, and thought it was thin because he didn't overpad it at
> all.  It has an interesting 'McGuffin" and I thought the plot device of
> the pilgrim's journey interesting and appropriate.  And his treatment of
> a post-post-industrial, pre-fuedalism Japan thought-provoking.

I don't know. The setting was nice, but it didn't fascinate me. And the
McGuffin was really implausible. The "direct-brain-imprint" idea worked
in _Snow Crash_, which was half-satire and not at all serious; but
_Scissors..._ is very serious, with the focus on the pilgrimage and the
idea of spiritual growth, and the plot device doesn't bear the weight of
it all. 

The behavior of the Euro government that recruits Our Hi^?ero is also
pretty implausible; they wouldn't let him run around loose, they'd grab
all the fracters themselves and kill him. (And it doesn't matter that
they're stored on a locked disk. The first assignment they give him
would be to put some some turkey under the "obedience" fracter, which is
then recorded by a hidden camera, and they play it back to him and ask
him for the password. Then they kill him. Or just kill him and reproduce
the things themselves; it was easy enough the first time.)

The only way I could deal with this was to label it all "plot device"
and try to concentrate on the rest of the story. Didn't work out very
well. Maybe I'd make a lousy Buddhist, or maybe I was reading too fast,
or maybe the rest of the story was just dull. You tell me.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 02:16:46 GMT
From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HOT SKY AT MIDNIGHT by Robert Silverberg

		 HOT SKY AT MIDNIGHT by Robert Silverberg
	    Bantam Spectra, ISBN 0-553-09248-0, 1994, US$22.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1993 Evelyn C. Leeper

   Robert Silverberg's last two solo novels (THE FACE OF THE WATERS and
KINGDOMS OF THE WALL) take place on alien worlds.  HOT SKY AT MIDNIGHT
takes place on Earth (and an orbiting space habitat) and is definitely a
return to the more familiar setting - Silverberg even has a large part of
the action taking place in the San Francisco Bay area, his current home.
But the world of HOT SKY AT MIDNIGHT is not completely familiar - we are
thrust into a future in which many of the ecological disasters which have
been predicted have come to pass.  The ozone layer is destroyed, the air is
unbreathable without masks and filters, there are deserts where now there
is fertile land, and vice versa, and San Francisco and Los Angeles are
reduced to towing in icebergs for their water supply.

   In this world, Paul Carpenter is a "salaryman" for a multi-national
corporation who takes on any job assigned with the help of advanced
learning techniques.  His friend Nick Rhodes is a genetic engineer who is
on the verge of developing new techniques to modify humanity to survive in
this new environment.  Also a major character is Farkas, a man who had been
genetically engineered as a fetus by a renegade scientist: he has no eyes
but has instead some other sense corresponding to sight which could prove
valuable in space travel.

   Silverberg is too careful a craftsman for the names "Carpenter" and
"Nick" to be accidental.  Unlike the Biblical view of their predecessors,
both these characters have their good sides and their evil sides.
Carpenter is taken into the desert (symbolically) and tested - he doesn't
do so well this time around.  Nick is not giving humanity a huge change in
their mental state, but rather in their physical state.

   I'm not sure all the futuristic elements - space stations,
multi-nationals with lifetime employment, environmental disasters, and so
on, fit together entirely consistently, but Silverberg makes it at least
plausible for the duration of the story.  HOT SKY AT MIDNIGHT has a lot of
ideas, not the least of which is "if we modify ourselves to live in a very
different environment, are we still human?"  The spy plot seems at times
overdone, but on the whole this book is worth a read.

Title:      Hot Sky at Midnight
Author:     Robert Silverberg
City:       New York
Date:       February 1994
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
Comments:   hardback, US$22.95
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-09248-0
Pages:      336pp

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com
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Date: 1 Feb 94 18:23:21 GMT
From: G.L.Eden@newcastle.ac.uk (G.L. Eden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: "Snow Crash" by Neil Stephenson

reeder@reed.edu (P. Douglas Reeder) writes:
> "Snow Crash" by Neil Stephenson
> review copyright 1994 by P. Douglas Reeder
> 
> Comic-book cyberpunk Chariots of the Gods.  That tells you all you need
> to know about Neil Stephenson's _Snow Crash_, but I should explain a bit.

[stuff deleted]

> Chariots of the Gods.  It's ancient computer hackers instead of ancient
> astronauts, but otherwise the same fuzzy thinking and theories that
> explain everything.  There are some ideas here that are well suited to
> making interesting fiction, but Stephenson's presentation was a real
> turn-off, with tedious expository lumps and exposition that cries out for
> critical examination.
> 
> So, if you don't care about plausibility, imagination, or critical
> thinking, you may find this an entirely readable novel.

I hope this isn't going to turn into a 'my opinion's better than your
opinion sort of thing' but I just refuse to accept Mr. Reeder's view of
this exciting rollercoaster of a novel.

The book is worth reading if only for the long, scrolling first scene. It
had me bouncing around along with it. It introduces, in passing, tons of
little throw away concepts this book is quite infomationally 'dense' and
builds to an amazing climax. All whilst the hero (Hiro) delivers a pizza.

This novel doesn't try (seriously) to do any soul searching (thank god), it
pretends to nothing. It is a fantastic, funny and light-hearted look at the
future. Stephenson manages a neat tongue in cheek style, well suited to the
subject. All the scenes involving the MAFIA wearing their fluorescent green
logoed FBI style jackets had me rolling around. It was all so ridiculous
yet semi-plausible. Cosa Nostra pizzas. Heh. heh heh.

The accusation that this novel lacks imagination is just laughable, are we
to believe that the hundreds of neat concepts and extrapolations don't need
imagination? That the cyberspace sword fight scenes didn't need
imagination, like the very idea of 'Snow crash' as a virus doesn't need
imagination?

This is a fun whizz bang novel. It doesn't pretend to any thing thing else.

Just thought I should point this out  ;-)

Greg Eden
Physics Department
Herschel Building
University of Newcastle
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7RU, England
g.l.eden@ncl.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 01:48:21 GMT
From: delint@meena.cc.uregina.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Review: ""Snow Crash"" by Neil Stephenson

I generally agree with the previous response to the review - I agree with
the original review in as much as the "ancient hacker" theory is a bit
flimsy, but the whole book seemed to be more in the line of a parody of the
whole "Dark Future (because it's just like now)" field of SF.  The main
disappointment was that a bit of the lightness was lost towards the end
(although I -really- enjoyed Uncle Enzo's method of dealing with Raven).
Absolute agreement with this line:

>This is a fun whizz bang novel. It doesn't pretend to be anything else.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 14:13:44 GMT
From: B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (Barry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: "Snow Crash" by Neil Stephenson

G.L. Eden (G.L.Eden@newcastle.ac.uk) wrote:
>The book is worth reading if only for the long, scrolling first scene.

If you haven't read the book and don't especially feel like it, just read
this first chapter, IMHO, far better than the rest of it. But then I doubt
you would be able to stop yourself...

Barry Traish
93 Stanningley Road
Armley, Leeds LS12 3NW,UK
B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk
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Date: 2 Feb 94 18:48:41 GMT
From: hurh@fnal.fnal.gov (Patrick Hurh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: "Snow Crash" by Neil Stephenson

G.L.Eden@newcastle.ac.uk (G.L. Eden) wrote:
> This novel doesn't try (seriously) to do any soul searching (thank god),
> it pretends to nothing. It is a fantastic, funny and light hearted look
> at the future.

Hmm... I saw this also, but then I thought about satire and reflection upon
our own society.  It reminded me a bit of a 'Gulliver's Travels' sort of
story (as does _Virtual Light_).  You know, pointing out through
fantasticly absurd situations the shortcomings and possible (exaggerated)
futures of our own present society.

> like the very idea of 'Snow crash' as a virus doesn't need imagination?
> 
> This is a fun whizz bang novel. It doesn't pretend to any thing thing
> else.

I thought it got the reader (at least it got me) to re-examine William
Burroughs' views on language as a virus... linguistics as a programming
technique.  It's not a new concept, but Stephenson brings it to the fore
and made _me_ think about it... for quite some time.  Understanding that
society actually programs human brains and linguistics is the 'assembly
language' is something that is not generally something that most people
tend to think about.  _Snow Crash_ did it for me... could do it for you.

Patrick

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 23:01:01 GMT
From: cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: "Snow Crash" by Neil Stephenson

Barry <B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk> wrote:
>If you haven't read the book and don't especially feel like it, just read
>this first chapter, IMHO, far better than the rest of it. But then I doubt
>you would be able to stop yourself...

Actually, I have a dissenting opinion.  I didn't like _Snow Crash_ that
much but the first few chapters, IMO were not that exciting (fast-paced but
not really that interesting).  I liked the last 150 pages or so much
better.  At least by that point the book and the Protagonist :) have a
goal.  Overall, I agree with the first post on this thread.  Snow Crash
was....average.

Doug Baker
cbaker@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 15:26:59 GMT
From: kousen@rayleigh.res.utc.com (Kenneth A. Kousen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Connie Willis

> ...  And the people who have the authority are off somewhere and you
> never do find them...

Speaking of whom, if the thread involving the missing dean was ever
resolved, I missed it.  Where the heck was he, anyway?

Ken Kousen
United Technologies Research Center
East Hartford, CT
kousen@rayleigh.res.utc.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 16:23:01 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Connie Willis

Kenneth A. Kousen <kousen@RAYLEIGH.RES.UTC.COM> wrote:
>Speaking of whom, if the thread involving the missing dean was ever
>resolved, I missed it.  Where the heck was he, anyway?

Fishing in Scotland, I believe.

The missing dean was the McGuffin for this story - you keep expecting him
to show up and put everything right, because all the characters think he's
crucial, but he's completely unimportant (except in his absence).

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 00:05:13 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Connie Willis

Kenneth A. Kousen <kousen@RAYLEIGH.RES.UTC.COM> wrote:
>Speaking of whom, if the thread involving the missing dean was ever
>resolved, I missed it.  Where the heck was he, anyway?

We NEVER find out.  As of the end of the book, nobody says a word about
having heard from him.

As for me, I don't give a damn.  So long as they get Kivrin back, who cares
about the dean?  The salmon (or maybe it's trout) can have him.

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 17:23:10 GMT
From: LopezE@rpi.edu (Zed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Connie Willis

oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel) writes:
>The missing dean was the McGuffin for this story - you keep expecting him
>to show up and put everything right, because all the characters think he's
>crucial, but he's completely unimportant (except in his absence).

Beyond this frustration of expectations, I read his disappearing act as a
hidden joke. The dean knew his subordinates would foment some crisis in his
absence, and he wanted to make sure he was unavailable so they couldn't
appeal it to him.

LopezE@rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 02:18:27 GMT
From: al@iris.claremont.edu (prunesquallor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Biblio:  Electronic Mailing List for Book Collectors

Biblio is an unmoderated electronic mailing list that I set up as a forum
for collectors/dealers of fine books (rare, antiquarian, first edition,
fine press, etc.) of all kinds.  Want lists are welcomed and encouraged, as
are small dealer catalogs.  Discussion of every aspect of collecting is
also welcome: storage, cataloguing, mail order dealers, author signings,
book fairs and events, and much more.  We have quite a variety of
collectors gathered in the short time that this list has been in existence,
with collecting needs both narrow and broad, and I welcome the opportunity
to communicate with others who have caught the bug.

TO SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE:
All subscription and unsubscription requests are handled by the following
address:
 biblio-request@iris.claremont.edu

subscribe: send a message to the above address with the word "subscribe" in
the Subject: line.

unsubsribe: send a message to the above address with the word "unsubscribe"
in the Subject: line.

SUBMISSIONS:
All submissions are sent to:
	biblio@iris.claremont.edu

Most importantly:  Have fun!

Michael L. Medlin
al@iris.claremont.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		       Books - Tad Williams (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 09:08:21 GMT
From: kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Pam Korda)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn

garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett) writes:
[Re: Dragonbone Chair - boing until about 2/3 through, then it picks up]

I just read the first two books in the series, and I had the exact same
opinion on _The Dragonbone Chair_. The second book is better than the first
book, although I had some problems with some of the characterization -
certain characters did not seem to be acting in agreement with the way they
were previouslly developed. I think Williams realized this, and tried to
explain it in the last book. He did an acceptable job. I am now about 1/2
through _To Green Angel Tower_, and I think that it is the best of the
three.

_Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn_ is not the best epic-quest-fantasy series I
have ever read, but it is not the worst, either. the biggest complaint I
have is that it is kind of slow reading. Most of the time, I do not have a
problem putting the book down. This is a good thing, since I have a bad
tendency to jump into a book and not come out until it is done, and I have
many things to do in life besides read.

Anyway, I would recommend finishing the second book, and read the third if
you can borrow it from a friend or from a library. It is not worth buying
in HC, but it is entertaining enough.

Just out of curiousity, I have seen two copies of _To Green Angel Tower_.
One of them has Simon and Miriamele on the front, and Jiriki and Aditu on
the back. The other had the sithi on the front and humans on the back. Is
this an intentional thing, or a publishing mistake?

Pam Korda
kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jan 94 10:38:54 GMT
From: lofstrom@hawaii.edu (Karen Lofstrom)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn

Pam Korda (kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu) wrote:
>_Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn_ is not the best epic-quest-fantasy series I
>have ever read, but it is not the worst, either. the biggest complaint I
>have is that it is kind of slow reading. Most of the time, I do not have a
>problem putting the book down. This is a good thing, since I have a bad
>tendency to jump into a book and not come out until it is done, and I have
>many things to do in life besides read.

Some of us didn't mind the pace.  My husband and I are fast readers and
zipped through the books with great pleasure.  Tad did a good job of
creating a plausible world, believable characters, and a complex plot, and
all of that takes lots of pages.

>Just out of curiousity, I have seen two copies of _To Green Angel Tower_.
>One of them has Simon and Miriamele on the front, and Jiriki and Aditu on
>the back. The other had the sithi on the front and humans on the back. Is
>this an intentional thing, or a publishing mistake?

In his topic on GEnie, Tad said that this was intended.  I forget -why- it
was intended - publishing experiment?  I know that there was a big fuss
recently about the magazine Wired putting two different covers on one
issue, to see which would sell more newsstand copies; perhaps publishers
like to try out variations on bookjackets.

Karen Lofstrom
lofstrom@uhunix.uhcc.Hawaii.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jan 94 06:07:33 GMT
From: lofstrom@hawaii.edu (Karen Lofstrom)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The ancient trilogist

Tad Williams recently posted a long parodic poem in his topic on GEnie, and
graciously gave permission when I asked if I could repost it here.  Now
follows a LONG poem, describing the trials and travails of trilogies.  Fans
of Tad may stop and enjoy, foes of Tad may proceed to the next post.

THE RIME OF THE ANCIENT TRILOGIST


 It is an ancient Trilogist
 And he stoppeth one of three.
 "By thy palsied hand and jaundiced eye,
 Now wherefore paw'st thou me?

 The bookshop's doors are open wide
 And cash my pocket burns,
 The sale is on -- back off, old con,
 Or I'll shove you into the ferns."

 He holds him back with toner-stained hand,
 "There was...a book," quoth he.
 "Unhand my leg, you sniveling yegg!"
 The yegg unhanded he.
 But held him with a watery gaze --
 The bibliophile takes pause,
 And lists, gape-mouthed like a Shatnerphile
 While the Trilogist wags his jaws.

 The fan sits on the sidewalk
 Unable to resist,
 And thus spake on that grizzled wreck
 The dull-eyed Trilogist.
 "The book was bought, scarce more than plot,
 Scribbled on a casual page,
 For which a score of editors
 Did scuffle, shove, and rage."

 "A trilogy sold on outline?"
 The bibliophile gave scoff.
 "You tell a lie -- now let me fly
 The new Dernyi's half-off!"

 "I tell the truth, now set ye doon."
 The trilogist clutched him tight.
 "For I was once as brash as you...
 But things change when you write."

 Nor can the fan escape the man
 Who's bound to bend his ear.
 And so with tiny squeals of woe,
 The fan is drawn up near.

 "So my scant outline was snapped up
 By publishers swift of check.
 I did not dream when I cracked that ream
 T'would render me a wreck.

 A thoroughgoing pro I was,
 And started on page one
 I even chortled -- foolish man!
 And said 'This will be fun.'

 For once before the writer's chore
 I'd undertook successful:
 A novel writ, in days of yore,
 With not a paragraph stressful.
 So full of loathesome pride was I,
 I never paused to doubt,
 That six months hence would see these prints
 In galleys all laid out.

 'A character, a dab of plot,'
  -- I sketched it in just so
 'Another plot, some landscape stuff,
 Just watch these pages flow!'

 And as I laboured at my keyboard
 A devil's idea formed.
 'A hundred pages in,' quoth I,
 'My writing hand's scarcely warmed!

 Why should I thusly pen myself
 In paddock too small for me?
 O, any dingle can write a single!
 I'LL STRETCH IT OUT TO THREE!' "

 "Why look'st thou so?" now comes the cry,
 From his fannish auditor.
 "And how fell you from that lofty height
 To the porch of this bookshop door?"

 " 'Tis why I've grabbed -- and sith have gabbed,
 With careless tongue -- at thee,"
 The old wretch said, "My doom was sealed
 When I stretched it out to three."

 "I never saw the rising sun
 Nor communed with the night
 For I was far too occupied
 And kept my curtains tight.

 The sweet wind never kissed my brow
 Or raindrop washed my face
 For I was scribing a trilogy
 Which demands a fearful pace.

 But I had done a hellish thing
 In saying yes to three,
 For all men know what a vale of woe
 Is the Valley of Trilogy.
 Nor could my friends ever drag me thence:
 From the Valley of Trilogy

 Not a single chum but thought me dumb
 For saying yes to three
 They cried and wailed, like Vlad's impaled
 They'd lost me to Trilogy
 Though one or two, when the wail was through,
 Whispered: "Save a proof for me."

 Thus left alone, like a dogless bone
 In nursery-rhyme matron's cupboard.
 And I laughed to see them scorning me
 As though I were L. Ron Hubbard.

 For I felt sure they would all be back,
 And my ring would be soundly kissed,
 As soon as my threesome made landfall most gleesome
 On the shores of the Locus List.

 And so on the Seas of Madness
 I sailed my lit'rary sloop.
 So blinded was I that chicken spit then
 Would have seemed to me chicken soup.

 My dreams, in snips of stolen sleep
 Featured raves from letterists belle
 But my waking hours were a tad less fun
 For in truth it did not go well.

 Day after day, day after day,
 I wrote, nor paused for luncheon
 The characters were my cellmates
 And the plot was now my dungeon

 Plotting, plotting, everywhere
 In front, behind, on flank
 Plotting, plotting, everywhere
 And every bit of it stank.

 The very theme did rot, O Christ!
 That ever this should be!
 And every character lived and breathed
 Devoid of sympathy.

 And so I moaned, and bowed, and bent,
 But could write nought but dreck.
 Instead of a rope, or a lanyard soap,
 Three books hung 'round my neck.

 There passed a weary time.  Each day
 The phone did seldom ring.
 No more did friends and publishers
 To my each bon mot cling.
 And other writers shunned my path
 For fear they'd catch something.

 Then one day, as I scoured my chin,
 Of tell-tale White-Out stains
 An idea burst upon me
 That I knew would loose my chains.

 An idea grand: a plot unbland,
 Packed full with Fate, and Truth.
 That would redeem my tortured book,
 Restore my leach-ed youth.

 With eyes full-teared, and five days' beard
 I leaped in the air and sang
 For I had seen the promised land
 Whence the cry "Best-seller" rang.

 With eyes full-teared, and five days' beard
 My pets did hear me shout:
 Gramercy!  They for joy did grin,
 And the smallest dog did a whirling spin.
 (It was years since they'd been out.)

 But their petty needs would have to wait,
 (I knew they would sympathize)
 For now the plot I had long despaired of
 Was floating before my eyes.

 I strove and strained, 'til I was drained
 My new tale to unfold;
 To turn the dross of two years loss
 To solid, costly gold

 A fever ran as the tale I span
 But for naught would I slow
 Until I knew Books One and Two
 Were done, and Three to go.

 So vast my haste, so great my pace
 I gave but little heed,
 As one by one my faithful pets
 Each laid him doon and deed."

 "I fear thee, Ancient Trilogist,
 I fear thy trembling paw,
 And thou art gray, and gaunt, and rank,
 And somewhat slack of jaw.

 I fear thee and thy foetid breath,
 And also that watering eye!" --
 "Fright not, fright not, thou fearful fan
 The pets died -- but not I!

 Alone, alone, all, all alone,
 Alone in a drafty house!
 And never a dog to slippers fetch
 Or cat to roust a mouse.

 The many pets, so beatiful!
 And they all stiff did lie:
 And a thousand thousand slimy things
 Did plot; and so did I.

 I thought upon my Trilogy
 And cast away remorse
 Would my twin heroes, Feist and Brooks
 Waste tears on a furry corpse?

 And so the days and nights flew by
 So weeks and months did flee
 As newfound inspiration
 Sped my course through Volume Three
 Angelic hands had lit the lamp
 That showed me Volume Three.

 And when an idle millimoment
 Would to me leisure lend
 I dreamt the glory soon to come
 When I would write: The End.

 Oh Art! It is a precious thing,
 Beloved from pole to pole!
 To Art itself (allied with what
 Some might call a Commercial Gut
 Instinct) I owed my soul!

 The gnomes of Plot so long ennui'd
 Began to leap and caper
 The story came so thick and fast
 I oft ran out of paper

 And as I smiled the parchment piled
 High as an NBA center.
 A brilliant line came every time
 As fast as I pressed "enter".

 Until at last the manuscript
 Had overfilled the room
 A tiny shake from a small earthquake
 Would sure have spelled my doom.

 But thoughts of danger passed me by
 The Book was all-important!
 And I was only its straight-man slave --
 Tiny Ralph to its Emperor Norton!

 And then at last, at twenty past
 Midnight, of some nameless day
 I reached the final paragraph
 And fainted dead away.

 And straight into a dream I flew
 Of a gala, festive launch;
 Each VIP made eyes at me
 But I stood oh-so-nonch
 Alant, for now my hour had come.
 A slave blew on a conch!

 And down the staircase, glittering
 Came Charlie Brown himself
 All ermine-clad, attended close
 by many a beaming elf.

 At yet another shell-salute
 The gath'ring silent fell.
 Then Charlie turned and to me beckoned,
 (I felt quite dizzy for a second)
 No whisper broke the spell.

 I stood before the glory
 Of his fur-lined island shirt
 And every nerve, with tingling verve
 Raised up in crazed alert.

 His voice was meek as the raised cheek
 Of a convent girl who'll be kissed.
 But each word he uttered set my heart a-flutter:
 'You've topped the LOCUS List!'

 I leaped from sleep with my flesh a-creep,
 Afraid that I'd dreamed ALL.
 But there was my mighty manuscript
 Spread ceiling-to-wall-to-wall.

 Fiery triumph coursed my veins.
 The dream would soon come true!
 Not a B-52 but a B-53
 I needed to send out Volume Three
 And a van for One and Two.

 The aircraft barely lifted off
 (It damaged the house next door)
 I called my publishers to give the news
 Then went to the couch, took off my shoes
 And comatose fell once more.

 It's said the publication mills
 Grind slow -- more so with mine!
 The copyediting alone
 Took up four man-years time.

 The bindings were of brand-new stuff
 (The labs perforce worked late)
 To hold my monster epi-tome
 At a still-commercial rate.

 At last the galley proofs went out
 (Oh, how the mailmen grumbled)
 One critic called up in a rage:
 His vestibule had crumbled.

 If size alone defined a tome
 If girth precluded flaw
 I knew that I had shown the world
 And defied Sturgeon's Law.
 (I polished up the mantelpiece
 To hold my Nebula.)

 At last the launch date came, and I
 Attired in tie and tails,
 Was ushered in to meet the folk
 Who did PR and Sales.

 Champagne flowed free, and flowed to me
 Rich kudos and applause.
 (The stockroom kids were a little upset
 But you can't part the sea without getting wet)
 My mood swung higher, the highest yet --
 Perhaps THREE Nebulas!

 But then a whining, carping voice
 From the shadows of the room.
 Cut through the chewing of canapes
 And spake out loud my Doom . . ."

 "Why, Ancient Trilogist, why dost
 Thou shake and weep this way!
 What possible thing could have wrecked your fling
 On your best of possible days?"

 "Be quiet, fanboy -- I'll tell you now
 And tell most hideously
 Of the doom that fell when I wrought too well 
 And stretched it out to three.

 Someone had invited a critic
 (The specter at any feast)
 But foolish me said: "Let him speak!"
 He was set back down by the bodyguards
 (They'd left him a wee bit creased.)

 Now strode up he, with finger pointed,
 'I've noted some things,' he said.
 'Some certain similarities
 To authors living or dead.

 For one thing, your protagonists
 Are small, and round, and sweet,
 And like some others writ before,
 They seem to have hairy feet.

 And here's this king, remarkable thing,
 Who's just like Aragorn.
 And here's another, the king's friend's brother,
 Who dies with a broken horn.

 Dost sound Boromir-ish to you?
 It certainly does to me!
 How about these buddies, an elf and dwarf
 Named Galoglas and Limli?

 In fact', the critic thundered,
 'I've noted some notable things.
 The entire plot's been bought job-lot --
 You've just written The Lord of the Rings!'

 A leaden pall covered them all,
 PR and selling folk,
 If you had dropped a pin just then
 'Twould have thumped like a mighty oak.

 I rose to speak, with fiery cheek,
 'Quiet, or I'll break your pate!
 You critic guys call it "plagiarize"
 When we artists appropriate!

 Yes, I say proudly that I have danced
 Where Tolkien once had trodden.
 Hah!  That just shows what a critic knows!
 The whole damn book's Post-Modern!'

 But when my stirring defense was done
 The pall was not notably lightened,
 And one by one did my publishers  run
 Like ducks by a weasel frightened.

 Until I stood alone among
 The stacks and stacks of books.
 Except for the critic, who smiled a smile,
 Then turned and walked away down the aisle
 With a spiteful, superior look."

 And here the Ancient Trilogist
 Does lift his trembling grip
 His mouth it gapes, like cheap-made drapes,
 A tear from his eye does drip.

 "I've told you all, of my sudden fall,
 In hopes that, unlike me,
 When your moment's come, you'll settle for one
 And not stretch it out to three."

 And thus the aged reprobate
 Unhands the frightened fan,
 And slowly makes his tott'ring way
 To a close-parked minivan.

 Before he turns the starting key,
 In the battered van's ignition
 He to the fanboy turns once more,
 And makes one more admission.
 "It really wasn't that bad," he says.
 "I've kept three first editions."
 And then, on sagging shocks, the van
 Trundles out of the lot.
 The undercarriage scrapes the street
 Like a pram loaded down with a ton of wheat;
 It lurches, veers, and disappears:
 Where it once was, it's not.

 The fan, he shakes his greasy head,
 And eyes the bookshop door.
 He seems a little warier
 Than once he was before.

 Then with a slightly numb-ed look,
 Like a bachelor at a wedding
 He strides into the bookstore
 To go find some David Eddings.

 THE END

Karen Lofstrom                         
lofstrom@uhunix.uhcc.Hawaii.edu
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Date: 10 Jan 94 21:09:15 GMT
From: BECK@jila.colorado.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Williams, mild grumbles

I thought that "The Dragonbone Chair" ,the first book of Tad William's
"Memory, Sorrow and Thorn" was several cuts above the usual Tolkien
rip-off, and the second book was enjoyable as well, so I awaited the
publication of "To Green Angel Tower" with some anticipation.  Well I got
it, and I read it, which was an effort in places, and I was quite
disappointed.  First off, I threw my back out lifting it off the shelf,
which is not literary criticism in itself but is a sign of what's wrong
with the book: it's too damn long.  Where, oh where, have the editors gone?
Why did no one tell Williams to cut it to half its length?  As it stands,
every character goes through every possible experience and emotional state,
and it's all reported in real time.  The result at least for me being that
the story was too sprawling and diffuse to be at all effective.  When there
are a few well-developed characters who each go through a crisis of
whatever sort once or twice in a book, it makes an impression and means
something; when 75 ill-differentiated characters are having crises one
after another on every page, they blur together.  If the book had been half
as long, it would have been more than twice as good.  (All the above is my
humble opinion only; if you loved the book and wish it was longer I'm happy
for you.)

Sara Beck

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jan 94 16:50:00 GMT
From: rabeard@utkvx.utcc.utk.edu (ALLEN BEARD)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, Thorn

mann@orion.cmc.uab.edu writes:
>  Is the third book in the series out in paperback yet?

This isn't gospel, but I have heard that they are releasing the third book
in TWO paperback books, because of its length I suppose.  But I haven't
seen it out.

Allen Beard
University of Tennessee
Knoxville, TN  USA
rabeard@utkvx.utk.edu
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Date: 13 Jan 94 03:30:26 GMT
From: ciaran@netcom.com (Sylvia Sotomayor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, Thorn

>This isn't gospel, but I have heard that they are releasing the third book
>in TWO paperback books, because of its length I suppose.  But I haven't
>seen it out.

The first part is scheduled as an April release, so it should be in the
stores by mid-March.  The second part is a July release.  I can look up
ISBN numbers if you insist.

Sylvia Sotomayor
ciaran@netcom.com
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Date: 20 Jan 94 03:23:53 GMT
From: garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, Thorn

I just finished reading Williams' series; I liked it in some ways, disliked
it in others.  I often sound very negative about it, but that's because the
craft of good writing is subtle.  Mistakes and shortcomings proclaim
themselves loudly as glaring problems, but success appears quietly when the
reader anxiously turns one page to read the next.

The thing I disliked most about the series was the way it moved so slowly
in some parts.  The first 500 pages of "The Dragonbone Chair" were mostly
worthless: there was little plot to speak of, and really no description.
I've seen good authors say more in 50 pages (rather than 500).  The third
book, "To Green Angel Tower", tended to drag.  I think Williams left too
much of the plot development until the third book, so he had too much
ground to cover.

Another complaint of mine is the ending of the trilogy.  No, I won't give
it away, but let me just say that the climax involves some big plot twists.
The _problem_ with this is that Williams provides almost nothing to clue us
into the surprise ahead of time.  In fact, the bulk of the series - 2000
pages worth, prepares us for almost the total opposite.  Now, I love
surprises and plot twists as much as everyone else, but there are RULES for
doing it right.  If the author heaps sudden changes on the reader at the
last moment, like Williams does, he destroys the story prior to the
culmination and loses much of his credibility for the climax.

Look at how a good mystery or suspense writer crafts her story.  She'll
drop clues throughout the story, usually advancing a number of
possibilities, leaving the reader to wonder whodunnit until the very end.
*BUT* the clues leading to the correct answer (the conclusion of the story)
must be present before the climax.  Suppose the author set up a story in
which four people were suspected of killing Mr. Jones, and the progression
of the story leaves open the possibility that any one of them could have
done it.  Then, 10 pages before the end of the book, the author has the
police find photographic evidence and a witnessed confession that The
Butler did it.  Story over.  Wouldn't that be LAME??!

Bill Garrett
University of North Carolina
Department of Computer Science
garrett@cs.unc.edu
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Date: 20 Jan 94 07:37:50 GMT
From: kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Pam Korda)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, Thorn

garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett) writes:
>I just finished reading Williams' series; I liked it in some ways,
>disliked it in others.

I agree with Bill, here. Some of it was well-done, while other parts just
were not interesting. I had to force myself to finish _The Dragonbone
Chair_; the first 2/3 are just simply _boring_, and I have an attention
span of much greater than 2 minutes.

>The thing I disliked most about the series was the way it moved so slowly
>in some parts.  The first 500 pages of "The Dragonbone Chair" were mostly
>worthless: there was little plot to speak of, and really no description.

I agree here, too. In that many pages, I would expect to glean a much more
comprehensive idea of what the world and people of Osten Ard were like.
Williams depended too much on analogy to our world's history and legends,
instead of developing them into something of his own.

>Another complaint of mine is the ending of the trilogy.  No, I won't give
>it away, but let me just say that the climax involves some big plot
>twists.  The _problem_ with this is that Williams provides almost nothing
>to clue us into the surprise ahead of time.  In fact, the bulk of the
>series - 2000 pages worth, prepares us for almost the total opposite.

This I disagree with. I, in fact, had the opposite opinion - the so-called
"plot twist" was pretty evident to me; I had a hard time believing that all
these wise dudes couldn't figure it out by themselves before it was too
late.

The final problem I had with the series is that the characters sometimes
acted in direct contradiction to the way Williams had developed them to
that point. He would then justify these "slips" retroactively, for the most
part in _To Green Angel Tower_.  Characterization is one of the most
important things in a book, for me, and this sort of thing really bugged
me.

This is not to say _Memory, sorrow and thorn_ is a bad series. I did enjoy
reading it, even if it was not as exciting as other books I have read. It
is just not as good as I had been led to believe by other people.

I will stress that this is all, of course, in my own opinion, and if you
happen to think _M,S,&T_ is the best thing you've ever read, you are
welcome to. I may not have good taste, but I know what I like.

Pam Korda
kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu
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Date: 20 Jan 94 10:10:34 GMT
From: jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, Thorn

kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Pam Korda) writes:
>>The thing I disliked most about the series was the way it moved so slowly
>>in some parts.  The first 500 pages of "The Dragonbone Chair" were mostly
>>worthless: there was little plot to speak of, and really no description.
>
>I agree here, too. In that many pages, I would expect to glean a much more
>comprehensive idea of what the world and people of Osten Ard were like.
>Williams depended too much on analogy to our world's history and legends,
>instead of developing them into something of his own.

Speaking as someone who is only about 500 pages into _Dragonbone Chair_ I'd
agree - it moves pretty slowly.  In 500 pages, I expect to see either a
_lot_ of detail on cultures and backgrounds, or significant character
development.

As it happens, I've seen, as Pam suggests, a lot of cultural allusion, in
the form of analogies, and minimal character development.

Now, as it happens, I both like and dislike the allusions through
analogies.  I like them because for the most part I regard them as literary
puzzles for which I am somewhat prepared - history is a hobby of mine.  I
particularly found the one really glaring historical discontinuity
intriguing, namely, the old Empire, obviously intended to symbolize Rome,
was given as bronze age power.  Our Rome was firmly iron age.  I find it
interesting, though, because it was the bringers of iron from the north who
drove out the Fey-like Sithi.  I might misremember, but I believe those
northerners also brought the religion of Usires, as well.  (Heh.  I found
the Usires analogies interesting, too, but I'm too tired to comment
coherently.)

But on the other hand, they bug me a _lot_, because the comparisons are
_too_ close.  Right down to the names of the days of the week, and the
names of the months.  Now think about that - the last, twelfth month, is
called Decander.  It's obviously meant to mean 'tenth month' as their
Novander is meant to mean 'ninth month' and so forth.  But this, in turn,
means that they messed up their calendar by inserting two extra months in
the middle of their year.  They had the _same_ problem with their calendar
as did we, and they fixed it the same way.  This strikes me as being _way_
too close an analogy to serve symbolic purposes, and it grates on my
nerves.  Because I keep looking for references to the people of the novel
having been taken from this place, and I'm fairly sure that's not the case.

I do have to say, though, that in his descriptions of the supernatural, and
especially the Storm King, I think Williams excels.

John S. Novak, III
jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu
jsn@camelot.bradley.edu
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Date: 20 Jan 94 16:37:12 GMT
From: guenther@cis.ohio-state.edu (michael george guenther)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn

I've noticed that some people are posting about the dissatisfaction they
felt about Tad William's MS&T trilogy.

Someone mentioned that Williams spent almost all of the 3000+ pages in
developing a plot and anticipated ending, just to ruin all reader
speculation and giving a different ending...

I don't mean to sound (insert word here), but isn't that what authors are
supposed to do?  What I mean is that if he were to have dropped all these
hints about what was going to happen, we wouldn't have needed to read the
whole series.

I would like to point out though that he _did_ drop some hints that things
were not as they appeared to be but, since I have noticed that some
people reading this thread haven't finished I will refrain from spoiling.

I may be stretching this a little now, but is Jordan doing the same thing
that Williams did?  Jordan drops a HUGE number of hints in each book,
forcing us to, of course, make speculations on what is going to happen.  As
I recall, I don't think that many, if any at all, of our speculations have
been on target.

   i.e. I'm sure that no one really expected Asmodean to die.

   i.e. I'm positive that no one believed that Lanfear would go
        nuts.

As I look back on the books (through re-reading and Skimming) I come upon
hints that were dropped that could indicate these "unpredictable events"
(especially Lanfear's psychosis) from occurring (yet another proof of the
Theory of Determinism :-).

As to Williams' use of analogy to our world, I think that this is what made
his series so enjoyable to me.  The idea of something familiar mixed in
with the unfamiliar (Nabban and Rome, Usires Aedon and Jesus Christ vs. the
Sithi, Magic, Ineluki, and (of course) the Trolls) create something that,
to me, was refreshing and enjoyable.  I liked the series so much that I am
currently re-reading it (for the third time), and yes, I even enjoy the
first 1/3rd of the Dragonbone Chair because it sets up the changes that
Seoman Snowlock will be going through throughout the whole series.

Michael Guenther    
guenther@cis.ohio-state.edu
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Date: 20 Jan 94 16:35:51 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, Thorn

>The thing I disliked most about the series was the way it moved so slowly
>in some parts.  The first 500 pages of "The Dragonbone Chair" were mostly
>worthless: there was little plot to speak of, and really no description.

It does drag a bit; I gave up for a few months the first time I started it.
OTOH, having eventually gone on and really enjoyed the series, I'd class it
as an interesting experiment - In most books you're lucky to get a chapter
or so of Our Heroes Life Before He Goes Adventuring; _TDC_ gives you a good
solid basis, and throws in some stuff that, while not amazingly exciting at
the time, turns out to be relevant later on. A bit like the cliche about
schooldays; you don't appreciate them till afterwards :-).

Does it work? Well yes, it does give you a good feel for the life Simon
pines after occasionally on his travels, and it does provide a nice
contrast to later events; On the downside, it probably puts off potential
readers unless they have the stamina to carry on until the obvious action
starts.  

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk
jc@selune.demon.co.uk
jerry@shell.portal.com
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Date: 20 Jan 94 18:55:24 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn (throw in some Jordan too)

Michael George Guenther <guenther@cis.ohio-state.edu> wrote:
>I've noticed that some people are posting about the dissatisfaction they
>felt about Tad William's MS&T trilogy.
>
>Someone mentioned that Williams spent almost all of the 3000+ pages in
>developing a plot and anticipated ending, just to ruin all reader
>speculation and giving a different ending...
>
>I would like to point out though that he _did_ drop some hints that things
>were not as they appeared to be....but since I have noticed that some
>people reading this thread haven't finished I will refrain from spoiling.

I'd like to know what the hints were that you noticed. I read the whole
series, and enjoyed it, but I don't recall any really noticeable hints that
the ending was going to deviate from the epic fantasy norm.

>I may be stretching this a little now, but is Jordan doing the same thing
>that Williams did?  Jordan drops a HUGE number of hints in each book,
>forcing us to, of course, make speculations on what is going to happen.
>As I recall, I don't think that many, if any at all, of our speculations
>have been on target.

That's just Murphy's Law in action. The only Jordan prediction that I
recall turning out to be accurate was Erica's, and she meant that as a
joke...

>I even enjoy the first 1/3rd of the Dragonbone Chair because it sets up
>the changes that Seoman Snowlock will be going through throughout the
>whole series.

I'll agree with you that it wasn't nearly as bad as the Net.reviewers seem
to be saying. It was a much better portrayal of normal life than you get in
the average epic fantasy novel, and did set up the later changes well.

It was still kind of slow, though...

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 02:54:45 GMT
From: garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn

guenther@cis.ohio-state.edu (Michael George Guenther) writes:
> As to Williams' use of analogy to our world, I think that this is what
> made his series so enjoyable to me.  The idea of was something familiar
> mixed in with the unfamiliar (Nabban and Rome, Usires Aedon and Jesus
> Christ vs. the Sithi, Magic, Ineluki, and (of course) the Trolls) create
> something that, to me, was refreshing and enjoyable.

I was bothered by many of Williams' analogies, particularly his concept of
Nabban and the Aedonite church.  John Novak wrote a bit about this and
echoed many of my thoughts.

My opinion about his Aedonite church is that it's a complete rip-off of
Christianity, with just the names changed to protect the blitheringly
ignorant.  I feel like I could duplicate the "Book of Aedon" by taking a
Christian Bible and replacing "Jesus" with "Usires", "Aedon" with "Christ",
"Cross" or "Crucifix" with "Tree", "Rome" with "Nabban", etc.  I don't
fault authors for drawing material from various real cultures - they do it
all the time, and many do it quite well but, Williams' work seemed like
little more than a quick hatchet job.

Bill Garrett
University of North Carolina
Department of Computer Science
garrett@cs.unc.edu        
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Today's Topics:

		       Television - X-Files (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 18:52:27 GMT
From: quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca (Asif Quadri u)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: GENDER BENDER

This was the second best episode I've ever seen, after the Eve episode.

The plot was original and extremely gripping. The scenes in the underground
gaves were full of heightened drama, mystery and intrigue.

The story was on such a high point but then they had to introduce the idea
of stupidity; THE CROP CIRCLE!

Just as I was about to hail what probably would have been to most excellent
sci-fi adventure I've seen in recent times they had to add this riduculous
element. Are we supposed to believe that the Kindred just packed up into
their UFO and went back to Mars, i.e. they were really aliens.

I don't think so. X-files works because it introduces unexplained elements
into our framework of reality. To suggest that a religious group are really
a group of visitors on a field excursion is ridiculous to suggest and
doesn't fit within this framework.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 20:36:59 GMT
From: esti@quads.uchicago.edu (Paul A. Estin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Verisimilitude or "Aliens in the cornfield again, Maw."

shan@nyx10.cs.du.edu (Steven Han) writes:
>You make many excellent points.  I agree that from a writing standpoint,
>Trek may qualify as poor science fiction under your criteria.  However,
>we're not TA's handing out grades to Trek writers.  The criteria I would
>use instead is whether the show is enjoyable.  I know, that's an
>incredibly nebulous term; what I mean by it is whether I can suspend my
>disbelief and immerse myself in the storyline and be entertained, without
>popping back into the real world periodically because of illogical
>elements in the story.

[text deleted]

Of course, what violates one's sense of 'believability' is to some degree
subjective.  For me, often I quite happily watch a Trek show which has
little science or science fiction to it.  But when the Trek writers try to
have an episode be science-fictiony, I often cringe.  Either:

(a) they do a good job (which happens, rarely)

(b) it doesn't fit with earlier shows (example 1: the transporter stuff I
mentioned; example 2: in DS9, Odo the shapeshifter is orphaned from his
race, not knowing from whence he came; in TNG, we've seen at least two
races of shapeshifting aliens),

or

(c) the writers don't seem to really know what they're dealing with
(example 1: the 'nanotech' critters open up a completely new scale of tech,
but in the Trek universe they're never heard from again; example 2: from
"Relics", the writers don't realize just how big a Dyson sphere is-- total
land area exceeds that of all known planets combined.  You don't *see* a
curve from anywhere "close up").  I agree with Ken Arromdee, that some plot
elements *should* have critical effects on the show's universe, and when
they're *not*, that destroys verisimilitude.  Other people clearly are not
as bothered by this (perhaps because-- I hope I'm not being condescending
here-- they haven't seen nanotech or Dyson spheres treated appropriately in
other nonfiction or fiction?)

Now, getting back to X-Files...

[text deleted]
>What does this all mean? well, to me it points to a somewhat amorphous but
>evolving set of conventions about the X-Files universe.  And as you can
>see, the universe is broad enough to allow the writers plenty of freedom
>to pursue strange phenomenon, be they down-to-earth or extraterrestrial in
>nature.  Now is this universe too broad to be believable, or does it
>perhaps contain intern al inconsistencies?  Well, I think that the
>broadness of a show's assumptions does not automatically preclude
>immersion or suspension of disbelief, as long as the stories are told well
>- e.g., look at "The Twilight Zone", which had a really broad universe,
>and yet made for great TV.
[text deleted]

Well, as I said before, I have a less stringent standard for TV than for
books.  So, to a point, I can keep suspending my disbelief.  (Also, just to
make myself clear, _The X-Files_ *hasn't* broken verisimilitude yet - I'm
just worried that it *might* in the future.)  But I can keep up that
suspension of disbelief better if the writers *have* some kind of canon in
their heads, and aren't just making stuff up and worrying about tying it
together later.

To put it another way, so far I've been talking about judging the X-Files
in terms of science fiction.  But even if we judge it as mystery, the same
thing applies... the series has a whole need not be totally airtight, but
it should hold together *somewhat*.

[deleted]

>Of course, I wouldn't mind one "conspiracy" episode, where an alien or
>government coverup plot is discovered by M&S, one that was more
>substantial and insidious than the ones uncovered so far, and which
>answers many (but not all) of the questions posed to date.  Heck, it could
>even be a two-parter!

That's pretty much what I had in mind, too.  Sorry if I implied I wanted
one huge show which pulls *everything* together - I don't think *that*
would work at all.  I'm just looking for balance between, on the one hand,
the writers having a semi-coherent background canon, and, on the other,
leaving a certain amount of mystery intact.  And I'm more worried about the
(possible future) lack of the former than the lack of the latter.

Thanks for your comments!

Paul Andrew Estin
U. Michigan Cognitive Psychology
estin@umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 23:48:10 GMT
From: rogrif@ca.sandia.gov (griffith richard o)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-Files: Am I missing something?

Greetings;

After all of the hoopla and generally positive things I have seen on the
net about the TV show "X-Files", I decided to tape a couple of episodes and
give it a try.  I caught, by luck, a double header: what appeared to be the
first episode, and what was perhaps the second, about the nasty happenings
at an ice-core research station in the arctic (antarctic? It was COLD...)

Discussion contains SPOILERS, for those who care...

The first episode was interesting, set up the characters, and I enjoyed it
up until the ending, which didn't really make sense.  However, being the
first episode, I thought I'd let it pass - I mean, the series could and
SHOULD be setting up mysteries and things the viewer doesn't understand,
which can then be explained as the shows go along.  However, the NEXT
episode was so silly that after it ended I had pretty much decided NOT to
watch the show again.  Let me explain why.

The researchers at the ice station had brought up ice samples that
apparently contained some alien bug that began life as a microscopic
lifeform, entered the victim's bloodstream, and rapidly grew to the size of
a good-sized catepillar.  The catch is, EACH of these creatures HATES
others of its kind, and so drove the people serving as its hosts to kill
one another, so that there would be only one (were there bugs from
Highlander... sorry, couldn't resist).

The catch is, at the beginning of the story one of the people, the bush
pilot, was bitten by an infected dog and contracted the nasy alien bug.  In
blood samples, the people could OBSERVE the little critters.  However, the
solution to the whole thing was to take an infected person, drop a full
grown bug into their body, and then let the two parasites kill each other
in a fight to the death for the host.

HUH?  If the mature bugs killed each other off until there was only one per
human host, how come the dog (which had a mature bug in it) could infect a
human with microscopic bugs?  If there were microscopic bugs in the dog and
people even with the mature bug, how come killing off the mature bug in the
person "cured" them, i.e. no more bugs?  Perhaps I am missing something,
but we seem to have a logical impossibility.

My problem with the series is that this is not a question of gee whiz
Rube-Goldberg or ST:TNG type technological gadgets or weird mystical
explanations that are applied to make the episode work; I could accept that
through the "willing suspension of disbelief", and enjoy the show anyway.
Unless I am missing something, this is simply an error in logic, pure and
simple.  It really bugs me (sorry).

So my question is this: do the episodes get better, or would I continue to
pull my hair out at silly logical errors and inconsistencies?  I am willing
to watch a show with lots of unexplained events, on the assumption that
there are THINGS HAPPENING that haven't yet been explained.  I am not
willing to keep watching a show that has huge and easily fixed plot holes.
Okay, I lied.  I can take plot holes with the best of them, but I don't
always enjoy it, and based on the raves I have seen here about the show, I
was REALLY suprised to find such big holes in the plot.  Was it just a poor
episode?  Am I being too critical?

Please respond either directly or to the Digest, as you feel appropriate.

Richard Griffith

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 02:43:06 GMT
From: debbrown@delphi.com (Deborah Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: GENDER BENDER

Asif Quadri u <quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca> writes:
>The story was on such a high point but then they had to introduce the idea
>of stupidity; THE CROP CIRCLE!

I didn't think it was that stupid.  "Cutesy" at worst, IMHO, but why not?
 
>I don't think so. X-files works because it introduces unexplained elements
>into our framework of reality. To suggest that a religious group are
>really a group of visitors on a field excursion is ridiculous to suggest
>and doesn't fit within this framework.
 
Why not?  They were aliens stranded here (or beings from an alternate
dimension - it wasn't stated specifically just WHERE they were from),
disguising themselves as a reclusive religious group to be able to isolate
themselves from the local natives.  It works for the Amish, why not call
themselves "The Kindred" and lock everyone out?
 
And who says thy weren't just another human species type of being from my
previously mentioned alternate universe?  Who says crop circles are caused
by extraterrestrial spacecraft?  That's a theory at best, but not the only
one.  Remember, Scully said they found "human DNA" in the pheromones from
the genderbender.  This would tend to suggest to me that maybe they were
human, just from another 'realm'.
 
All this is FWIW, of course.  I just think viewers are very quick to assume
that because they weren't our brand of human, that they were ET's.  They
don't have to bo.
 
Debbie Brown
debbrown@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 18:44:35 GMT
From: cliff@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Cliff K Chen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-Files: Am I missing something?

rogrif@CA.SANDIA.GOV (griffith richard o) writes:
>The first episode was interesting, set up the characters, and I enjoyed it
>up until the ending, which didn't really make sense.  However, being the
>first episode, I thought I'd let it pass - I mean, the series could and
>SHOULD be

   What didn't make sense?  That episode made perfect sense.  There was
nothing confusing about it at all.

>HUH?  If the mature bugs killed each other off until there was only one
>per human host, how come the dog (which had a mature bug in it) could
>infect a human with microscopic bugs?  If there were microscopic bugs in
>the dog and people even with the mature bug, how come killing off the
>mature bug in the person "cured" them, ie no more bugs?  Perhaps I am
>missing something, but we seem to have a logical impossibility.

   Your wording is perfect.  "Mature" bugs kill one another.  I.e. - they
will only allow a single dominant parasite to exist in a single host.  And
that single dominant parasite is needed to maintain the health of its
offspring while in the same host.  So, as long as the remainder of its
offspring stay in the "larval" stage, there should be no conflict.  Once a
larvae enters another host, it is free to grow to dominance.
   Of course, this is just one of my own plausible explanations.
   The "bug hating bug" was merely the theory they had.  It is by no means
accurate.  It is only a theory based on the observation of 2 or three
mature creatures.

>Unless I am missing something, this is simply an error in logic, pure and
>simple.  It really bugs me (sorry).

   Ugh, that was bad.  But the point is that the logic you create is your
own.  Explain it as you will since the show is dealing with the
"unexplainable."

>So my question is this: do the episodes get better, or would I continue to
>pull my hair out at silly logical errors and inconsistencies?  I am
>willing to watch

   Don't take this as a flame, but maybe if you thought a bit more about
these things they would make sense.  I haven't had any problems with any
episode's logic...except for "Space" and maybe the deus ex machina ending
of "GenderBender."
   And not to condemn the show in your eyes, but IMHO, the pilot episode is
the best episode they've had, and "Ice" (the ice worm one) is also up
there.

>I have seen here about the show, I was REALLY suprised to find such big
>holes in the plot.  Was it just a poor episode?  Am I being too critical?

   I think you are.  The show is meant to scare you, not appeal to your
logic.  And plot holes are probably not what you meant, perhaps the logic
of the phenomena is a bit iffy, but that does not conflict with the plot.
I think you meant to say that the poor logic sometimes acts as a plot
device but, hey, that's true of EVERY sci-fi show on television, does that
mean that you don't watch any of them?

Cliff Chen
cliff@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 19:12:03 GMT
From: dbrod@bank.ecn.purdue.edu (Douglas O Brod)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-Files: Am I missing something?

cliff@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Cliff K Chen) writes:
>   Your wording is perfect.  "Mature" bugs kill one another.  I.e. - they
>will only allow a single dominant parasite to exist in a single host.  And
>that single dominant parasite is needed to maintain the health of its
>offspring while in the same host.  So, as long as the remainder of its
>offspring stay in the "larval" stage, there should be no conflict.  Once a
>larvae enters another host, it is free to grow to dominance.
>
>   Of course, this is just one of my own plausible explanations.
>
>   The "bug hating bug" was merely the theory they had.  It is by no means
>accurate.  It is only a theory based on the observation of 2 or three
>mature creatures.

But I thought Scully found out about the non-compatibility of the worms by
watching *larvae*!  She then went and put the two jars next to each other,
but the larve were first.

I like the series a lot, but "Ice" is not one of my favorites...I just
didn't buy the worm non-compatibiliy.

Doug Brod
dbrod@ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 19:43:06 GMT
From: debbrown@delphi.com (Deborah Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-Files: Am I missing something?

You ARE missing something - the rest of the series.  Most of the episodes
are better than the two you taped that Monday night, although that Arctic
episode was one of my personal favorites.
 
They don't always explain everything, so if you insist on explanations, you
might be disappointed
 
It's MY favorite show, but tastes differ.  I don't know, what do others
think?

Debbie Brown
debbrown@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 17:57:51 GMT
From: DEBWALSH@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-files -- Jan 17 repeats

I had heard somewhere (probably online somewhere) that Fox had originally
opted not to pick up this show.  Silly them.  I kind of like Scully's hair
longer and darker, but I agree that Anderson is more comfortable in the
role now.
 
One of the things I like about her is the fact that she doesn't panic
easily.  I think to some extent it's because she's always looking for the
rational explanation - where the wires are attached, who's operating the
wizard, sort of thing ...

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 06:15:17 GMT
From: cleavy@pangea.stanford.edu (Cleavy McKnight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-Files Feb. 4 episode title & description

Since some folks have been asking for episode titles, and since the Dallas
Morning News printed them this week (they don't, always), I present the
following as a public service.

Title:  "Lazarus"
Description:  "Scully's friend, and FBI agent, begins to take on the
characteristics of the man he killed while trying to stop a bank robbery"
Agent Willis .................... Christopher Allport
Warren Dupre .................... Jason Schombing
Lula Velasquez .................. Cec Verrell
[Description from TV Guide]

------------------------------
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	   Television - X-Files (8msgs) & Logan's Run (4 msgs) &
                        Alf (3 msgs) & Something Is Out There (2 msgs) &
                        Time Trax & Tales From The Crypt (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 00:36:53 GMT
From: omaha@u.washington.edu (Omaha Sternberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-Files: Am I missing something?

rogrif@CA.SANDIA.GOV (griffith richard o) writes:
>HUH?  If the mature bugs killed each other off until there was only one
>per human host, how come the dog (which had a mature bug in it) could
>infect a human with microscopic bugs?  If there were microscopic bugs in
>the dog and people even with the mature bug, how come killing off the
>mature bug in the person "cured" them, ie no more bugs?  Perhaps I am
>missing something, but we seem to have a logical impossibility.
>
>So my question is this: do the episodes get better, or would I continue to
>pull my hair out at silly logical errors and inconsistencies?  I am
>willing to watch a show with lots of unexplained events, on the assumption
>that there are THINGS HAPPENING that haven't yet been explained.  I am not
>willing to keep watching a show that has huge and easily fixed plot holes.
>Okay, I lied.  I can take plot holes with the best of them, but I don't
>always enjoy it, and based on the raves I have seen here about the show, I
>was REALLY suprised to find such big holes in the plot.  Was it just a
>poor episode?  Am I being too critical?

   Well, let's see. If they had come up with all the answers by the end,
where would be the suspense? X-Files seems to rely on you never knowing
something for sure. And the Ice-core stations episode kept forming ideas as
to why the creatures worked the way that they do, but no one ever came up
with a pat solution. Also, I seem to recall that bugs, either larvae or
mature, of DIFFERENT individual bugs killed each other off. That's why they
couldn't just take a blood sample from the person and insert a bug from the
sample back into the same person. Had to be a different one. Which means
the bugs could reproduce asexually, making clones of each other. You don't
attack yourself, so why attack a clone of yourself.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 16:23:18 GMT
From: quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca (Asif Quadri u)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: GENDER BENDER

Deborah Brown (debbrown@delphi.com) wrote:
>Asif Quadri u <quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca> writes:
>>The story was on such a high point but then they had to introduce the
>>idea of stupidity; THE CROP CIRCLE!
>
>I didn't think it was that stupid.  "Cutesy" at worst, IMHO, but why not?

Well I think that the crop circles deserves its own episode. To tag it on
to the end on Gender Bender spoils the opportunity to deal with an episode
on crop circles. And considering that crop circles have been sighted all
over the world does this suggest that there are kindred groups living all
over the planet?

That's why I think the crop circles should have been left out. The episode
was doing just fine by itself and I think the episode would have had a
stronger ending if they DIDN'T explain their disappearance and just left it
in mystery, then this would truly be an "x-file".

In my opinion, combining the two story ideas just killed the chance of
dealing with crop circles separately. Now, if they try to do a story on
crop circles it will always run into contradiction with Gender Bender

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 18:24:24 GMT
From: quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca (Asif Quadri u)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-Files titles

How many of you can't stand the opening credits of the X-Files? Why ruin
such a brilliant show with such a pathetic opening. Like we're really
stupid and we need words and phrases flashed on the screen to tell us what
the program is about and what the subject content is (phrases like
paranormal activity, gov't denies knowledge etc.).  And then there's the
really pathetic music!

When they show the trailers for next weeks episode and they have that green
X on a black background coming at you, now that's a much better form for
the title sequences with chilling sound effects. How about modifying that
into a new title sequence?

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 17:41:41 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-Files Convert

Hello, out there.  I am a convert to the X-Files.  I didn't watch it at
first because it sounded so goofy, but a friend who did watch and whose
opinion I trust told me I'd like it.  Well, I don't like it.  I LOVE it.  I
can't believe I was so stupid not to tune it right from the beginning
[sound of hand slapping head]

While I think that the stories of the weird usually seen in the supermarket
checkout stands are sheer garbage, for the purpose of the show I am willing
to suspend my huge disbelief (just as I do for all the SF/fantasy shows I
enjoy) and buy the premise.

What really attracts me to the show is not the stories, actually (although
I do like them) but the relationship between straight-but-weird Mulder and
currently-my-fave-doc-on-TV, Sculley.  I totally agree with those who state
that a romantic relationship between the two would ruin the both the
tension and the friendship between them, and wreck the dynamics of the
show.  They should remain friends only, and explore that type of
relationship.

I wouldn't mind seeing an episode where those aliens who abducted Mulder's
sister showed up again.  Speaking of which, someone on Compuserve said
there are hints in the show which suggest Mulder himself has been kidnapped
by aliens.  I'd like to know what those hints are; just curious.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 01:01:25 GMT
From: debbrown@delphi.com (Deborah Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-Files: Am I missing something?

Douglas O Brod <dbrod@bank.ecn.purdue.edu> writes:
>But I thought Scully found out about the non-compatibility of the worms by
>watching *larvae*!  She then went and put the two jars next to each other,
>but the larve were first.
 
The larvae were from different adults, different hosts and therefore would
not tolerate the presence of the other larva.
 
The X Files almost never answers all the questions it raises in an episode.
Lots of things are left to the viewers' imaginations, which I find
refreshing.  I don't want everything spelled out to me.  In "Ice", it was
strongly hinted that the worms were extraterrestrial (the station was
drilling over a crater-like formation under the ice, suggesting a pre-
historic meteor), but left it at that.  Remember the station was torched
after they left, covering up the existence of the worms for good (we hope
:).
 
They do that on this show.  I love it.
 
Debbie Brown
debbrown@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 12:55:07 GMT
From: mff@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Martin F. Falatic)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: GENDER BENDER

>> The story was on such a high point but then they had to introduce the
>> idea of stupidity; THE CROP CIRCLE!
>
>And who says thy weren't just another human species type of being from my
>previously mentioned alternate universe?  Who says crop circles are caused
>by extraterrestrial spacecraft?

   Just my two cents on this thread... I don't know, if I wanted to make a
hasty getaway, and cover my tracks (especially if what I had already done
appeared paranormal to the outside world) wouldn't a diversion like this be
effective? Perhaps they knew the 'crop circle' would distract our heros
from the real escape route, at least long enough for them to be far away
when the true escape route was discovered (if ever.) In _that_ context, it
seems much less corny...

Martin F. Falatic
mff@mentor.cc.Purdue.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 16:43:57 GMT
From: dawyd@dorsai.dorsai.org (David Gurzynski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-Files titles

Asif Quadri u wrote:
>How many of you can't stand the opening credits of the X-Files? Why ruin
>such a brilliant show with such a pathetic opening. Like we're really
>stupid and we need words and phrases flashed on the screen to tell us what
>the program is about and what the subject content is (phrases like
>paranormal activity, gov't denies knowledge etc..).  And then there's the
>really pathetic music!

I guess there's just no accounting for taste!  ;-) I REALLY like the intro!
I think the combination of words and graphics, particularly "the answer is
out there", is very effective in giving a clue to the atmosphere of the
show.  It was that dripping X that almost turned me off to the show, it
isn't complex enough a symbol, it doesn't convey enough of a message to me.

David Gurzynski
Brooklyn NY
dawyd@dorsai.dorsai.org

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 00:20:33 GMT
From: jonesd@server.uwindsor.ca (Jones  Kristine Lynn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-Files Convert*spoiler(pilot)*

pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris) writes:
>Speaking of which, someone on Compuserve said there are hints in the show
>which suggest Mulder himself has been kidnapped by aliens.  I'd like to
>know what those hints are; just curious.

Well, if you missed the pilot, Mulder and Scully lost that nine minutes...
Another is that he couldn't remember anything about the night his sister
disappeared until he went under hypnosis: then he recalled a whole bunch of
weird stuff. (This was in "Conduit": the third or fourth episode) This may
suggest that maybe he was abducted another time and doesn't remember. 

jonesd@ucc.uwindsor.ca

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 00:28:57 GMT
From: jaylk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Jay Kaufman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Logan's Run

I recently re-discovered the Logan's Run book series and am interested in
info on the TV show.

How many seasons did it last?  I know it debuted around 1975 or 76, and
remember it vaguely.  I don't get the Sci-Fi channel, so I don't even know
if it's on this network.  How was the quality of the show?  Who were the
main actors?

I am currently reading the novel, which is fascinating.  It was certainly a
product of the sixties, not the seventies, as the premise is of a society
where the Youth Revolution that began in the sixties exploded by the end of
the century, creating a teenager-controlled version of Orwellian society.

The characters in the book are certainly younger than the stars who played
them on TV and in the movie as well, so some of the book's flavor was lost
as a result. Any info would be appreciated.  

jaylk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 06:16:55 GMT
From: st1lw@rosie.uh.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Logan's Run

   The television series "Logan's Run" premiered on September 16, 1977.
(This was about four months after the release of *Star Wars*, if you are
interested.)  The show had a total of fourteen (14) episodes.  The last NEW
episode aired on February 6, 1978.  This may have been the last time
"Logan's Run" was seen on network television, or maybe some of the episodes
were repeated after that.  I do not know either way.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 19:19:38 GMT
From: bfullerton@vax1.umkc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Logan's Run

The show, I think was on CBS in 1977 or 1979.  It starred Gregory Harrison
and Heather Menzies.  William Nolan also wrote 2 other books based on
Logan's Run.  One was called Logan's World and i forgot the other novel's
title.

They are hard to find, but I found my copies at a used bookstore.

Loved the movie, but the series needed some development.

Barb Fullerton
bfullerton@vax1.umkc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 02:01:34 GMT
From: dl24@cornell.edu (Dan Lorey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Logan's Run

  Ted Turner owns the rights to the "Logan's Run" TV series, and the
episodes periodically show up on the TNT network, often at 4 in the
morning. Last year, however, TNT ran 13 of the 14 episodes in one week as
part of a SF theme week.

Dan Lorey
dl24@cornell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 05:16:46 GMT
From: alf@crl.com (Anthony Farmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ALF

I REALLY loved this show, up until about year 3.  Then it started to get
all moral and sappy (just like the Fonz did towards the end of Happy Daze),
rather than irreverent like it was in the beginning.

Anyway, I never got to see the "Risky Business" episode.  I was wondering
if anyone out there might remember some of the funny stuff that happened in
that episode.

Also, did anyone else notice that ALF's voice changed after about 6-10
episodes and then again after the first year and 1/2?

Finally, did anyone else see the FINAL episode?  The one I saw ends with
ALF in the middle of the field with the Alien Task Force, the army, the air
force, and several other agencies descending on him.  And the Tanners
arrive just in time for the freeze-frame.

Was that IT?  Did I simply miss the 2nd half of a 2-parter?  Or did they do
that just to piss me off?  :-)

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 16:15:42 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ALF

alf@crl.com (Anthony Farmer) writes:
>I REALLY loved this show, up until about year 3.  Then it started to get
>all moral and sappy

They RUINED the show with the senseless "baby" business.

>Anyway, I never got to see the "Risky Business" episode.  I was wondering
>if anyone out there might remember some of the funny stuff that happened
>in that episode.

If you know the title I can at least give you the description from my ALF
Episode Guide...

>Also, did anyone else notice that ALF's voice changed after about 6-10
>episodes and then again after the first year and 1/2?

They altered it around a bit, but it was still the same guy.

>Finally, did anyone else see the FINAL episode?  The one I saw ends with
>ALF in the middle of the field with the Alien Task Force, the army, the
>air force, and several other agencies decending on him.  And the Tanners
>arrive just in time for the freeze-frame.

That was the FINAL episode.  Here is the guide entry:

 102. "CONSIDER ME GONE"   03/24/90

 It's a sad day in the Tanner household as ALF announces he's 
 leaving Earth to settle on another planet with Skip and Rhonda,
 but ALF is captured by the Alien Task Force before he can get
 to their spaceship.  (Last episode).

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 13:04:33 GMT
From: Jim_Mann@transarc.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ALF

dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams) writes:
> They RUINED the show with the senseless "baby" business.

Nah, the show never was much good. The two cartoon shows that spun off from
it though were some of the cleverest cartoons since Rocky and Bullwinkle.

Jim Mann
Transarc Corporation			
The Gulf Tower, 707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
(412) 338-4442
jmann@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 15:46:41 GMT
From: gld@mhoro.cc.columbia.edu (Gary L Dare)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Something Is Out There

SFC (the Sci-Fi Channel) started repeats of a short-run series from around
1988 called "Is Something Out There?"  It's one of those Canadian shows set
in Generic City supposedly in America.  The first episode has a series of
bizarre murders whose victims are rapidly, surgically attacked a la UFO
cattle mutilations but it seems to be some strange creature doing it.
Maryam D'Abo of the James Bond file "The Living Daylights" is on this one,
and apparently the aliens will have Australian accents! (-; She is a good
guy, by the way ...

Gary L. Dare
gld@columbia.EDU
uk960@freenet.victoria.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 00:17:05 GMT
From: umgumpri@ccu.umanitoba.ca (Christopher Michael Gumprich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Something Is Out There

Uh, not to be nitpicky, but the series "Something Is Out There" was
AMERICAN, not Canadian (national pride... we'd never have done that!)  that
was done by NBC, as a spinoff to a mildly successful TV Movie.  It was
killed off when it went up against Dallas.

Chris M. Gumprich
umgumpri@cc.umanitoba.ca

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 21:01:09 GMT
From: tweekco!1-8857%tardis@pacbell.pacbell.com (Cris McRae)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Time Trax

Did anyone see the new Time Trax?  They aired the first episode of the new
season. The Japanese girl who plays a cop was in the original Babylon 5
movie, wasn't she?  I didn't see her in the first episode of Babylon 5
though.

cris.mcrae@panasia.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 01:26:47 GMT
From: tlg4@po.cwru.edu (TJ Goldstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TALES FROM THE CRYPT for the cable impaired

For those of us who DON'T have HBO, TALES FROM THE CRYPT has been bought by
Fox.  (Well, 65 episodes that have already aired on cable, anyway.)

They're going to be shown on Saturday nights at 11.

TJ Goldstein
cn577@cleveland.freenet.edu
tlg4@po.cwru.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 22:59:45 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TALES FROM THE CRYPT for the cable impaired

I have read that for the move to Fox broadcast TV the CRYPT show will be at
least slightly censored; certain bits which go overboard on gore and/or sex
for network standards wlll be either snipped out or replaced by alternate,
milder footage.  So if it's important to you to be seeing the original,
authentic uncut CRYPT, you still need cable.

Bill Henley

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 4 Feb 1994         Volume 19 : Issue 75

Today's Topics:

	 Television - M.A.N.T.I.S. (4 msgs) & Star Trek (2 msgs) &
                      Viper (3 msgs) & Thunderbirds & 
                      ASC Nominations & Tomorrow People

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 10:22:00 GMT
From: joann.mantych@loebbs.com (Joann Mantych)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Mantis" movie opinion

Hi There,
I watched 10 minutes of MANTIS. I became sick.
I watched another 5 minutes of MANTIS. I became sicker.
I turned off the Television. I felt better.

I consider myself a very tolerant person. Shows like this challange my
tolerance. PURE GARBAGE, just pure garbage. It is not worth the effort
people took to make or watch it.

On a scale of 1 to 10, I rate it a -1000

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 20:14:00 GMT
From: cwm@indial1.io.com (CWM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mantis - I liked it, so sue me

I just recently checked into this group to find out what y'all think about
all the new shows that've been debuting, and I'm frankly amazed and bemused
by the level of contempt heaped upon Mantis. I thought this was a smart,
entertaining show with tons of potential. The pilot wasn't perfect (when
was the last time you saw a PERFECT TV show anyway), but it was a good
start. To address some of the criticism I've seen.

Characterization/dialogue/plot - yes, there was room for improvement on all
three, particularly the last, but I didn't find any of these elements
lacking to the point of offensiveness. Still, this is the area I look for
the most tangible improvement in if the show's going to survive.

Special effects - No, they weren't expensive or high tech, but so what?
They had a loopy, comic-booky feel that you expect from a Sam Raimi project
of this type, and that's all that really counts. I would like to see more
mobility in the costume, but I'm willing to wait a few shows. And if the
cinematographer is still reading this newsgroup - good job, dude.

Believability - I've got to admit that the car that changes into a
hover-plane exceeded my personal threshold of disbelief, but I'll get used
to it. That was really my only major personal problem with the show. It
didn't bother me at all that the suit was shorted out by a splash of water
- - not at this stage of the show, anyway. Right now, the suit is basically
an advanced prototype, and it makes sense that it should have some obvious
glitches. If it's still fritzing out so easily in the second season, that
might be a different story. Mantis obviously works in a comic-book reality
- - fuzzy science, simplified moral dilemmas, exaggerated characters,
implausible situations. A certain kind of viewer tends to look at the above
as drawbacks to the genre, rather than the assets they really are - if
properly used. Mantis uses comic book reality properly. It's smart about
the things it needs to be smart about, but doesn't sweat the things that
would get in the way of its mood or pace.

Race - I like the fact that the cast is integrated, with African Americans
having the dominant roles. I thought they played the race card just as much
as it needed to be played, without becoming preachy or didactic. And I
thought the Africans were very well-done characters. One nice touch - the
way that the reporter's technician was a racist, and the reporter knew he
was a racist and said so, but they managed to work together efficiently and
without acrimony anyway.

Originality - Once again, we're dealing with the superhero genre here.
It's a very formalized and basically predictable form. Mantis goes with the
flow, and that's good. And I thought it got more of its inspiration from
Green Hornet than from Batman anyway.

Summary - Mantis is a show that entertains. It's as good as it needs to be
with every evidence of getting better in the future. What more can you ask
of a TV show?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 00:27:15 GMT
From: foxnet@delphi.com (Charles Kennedy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: FOX network wants to know about M.A.N.T.I.S.

FOX has an e-mail address (Foxnet@Delphi.com) for your comments about its
shows. We would like viewer opinion on MANTIS. In the subject heading
please write MANTIS - Movie, MANTIS - Series, or MANTIS - not depending on
if you think FOX should make Mantis into a number of TV movies into a
regular series, or forget about the show completely. Include any comments
you might have - and thanks for the input.
 
CHarles Kennedy
V.P. Program Research
Fox Broadcasting Company

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 07:31:43 GMT
From: billdill@kaiwan.com (William Dill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: M.A.N.T.I.S. (Sam Raimi's TV movie)

dfetter@silver.ucs.indiana.edu (daniel f etter) wrote:
> I thought it was boring and dumb and looked like that stupid TV show
> Viper.  Given the promos for this series (...by Hollywood's best action
> directors...)  or whatever, they should have had Raimi direct it, instead
> of the nobody who did. It looked like it was, surprise, made for
> television. The efx sucked.  The action (well there really wasn't any)
> sucked.  The next day, I caught some of Tek War. Ugh. I think I'm going
> to steer well clear of this series.

Eric Laneuville is anything but a nobody.  Last year Laneuville won the
Directors Guild of America award for television directing for a wonderful
episode of LA Law.  He's done well over 70 hours of TV episodes and pilots,
including some of the biggest shows on television.  (St. Elsewhere, NYPD
Blues, Dream On among others.)

NOBODY?

Bill Dill

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 21:25:06 GMT
From: rogrif@ca.sandia.gov (griffith richard o)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ST:TNG Prime Directive

This is in reference to the episode where a planet's atmosphere is being
destroyed, killing off an entire species.  I just saw it, since I am
catching up on shows that I taped over the last week or two.

Definite SPOILERS for the episode,  for those who care.

This episode made me LONG for the days of the original, where Kirk and
company may have played fast and loose with the "rules", but they sure had
a strong sense of what was right and wrong, and acted on it.  I mean, for
many seasons of TNG we have had Picard's basic humanity and high moral
standards DRILLED into us.  The sanctity of LIFE has been a big underlying
concept for many episodes.  Picard and crew have certainly skirted the
edges of the "rules" before, but this time, in the face of what was an
open-and-shut case of when the Prime Directive SHOULD be violated, the
entire crew of high-minded and moral people STOOD there and watched an
entire SPECIES die out.  It was a KLINGON who did the right thing, and
saved at least some of them.  Furthermore, he did it in a way that didn't
even really violate the darn Prime Directive at all; the species was saved
and they never even learned that anything was amiss.

And what was the meaning of the little subplot, in which one of the aliens
gets off the holodeck, learns the "truth" about his species being saved by
the Enterprise, and commits suicide rather than go back to his people and
have to keep silent for his whole life about what he knew?  At that time,
Picard made some silly statement like "If only we had left him and his
people alone, he would not have died alone and in fear".  What kind of
garbage was that?  Dead is dead, and I suspect it kind of doesn't matter
WHO you are with when you kick the bucket.  I took this subplot to be an
illustration of Picard's point of view about the wisdom of the Prime
Directive.  What - was it supposed to be better to let a whole SPECIES die
off than have one person kill himself to avoid damaging his species
world-view?

Were we supposed to come away from the episode with the feeling that the
Enterprise SHOULD have let the whole species die, and that saving a small
band of them was WRONG?  Since that is what every character in the episode
wanted to do, until one person forced them to save a small population, I
believe that is the point the writers wanted to make.  As you can tell from
the length of this posting, that really left a BAD taste in my mouth.
After the episode, I was left with the horrible feeling that you get when
someone you have known and trusted and liked for YEARS does something
totally foreign to their character.  It rang false for Picard and the crew
to act as they did.  It also made me perceive the Federation as something
less than enlightened and benign.

Richard Griffith

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 14:52:41 GMT
From: martijn@hacktic.nl (martijn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG Prime Directive

rogrif@CA.SANDIA.GOV (Richard Griffith) writes:
>This is in reference to the episode where a planet's atmosphere is being
>destroyed, killing off an entire species.  I just saw it, since I am
>catching

[stuff deleted]

>of the "rules" before, but this time, in the face of what was an
>open-and-shut case of when the Prime Directive SHOULD be violated, the
>entire crew of high minded and moral people STOOD there and watched an
>entire SPECIES die out.

I haven't seen this episode but if you are right it must have been written
by someone who sympathizes with the Nazi war criminals who said "befehl ist
befehl" at the Neurenburg trial.  This part of history shows us that you
can't hide behind rules.  You have to follow your own responsibility. I
think it is wrong to forget this lesson of history, especially in a time
where fascists and racists are rearing their ugly heads once again. If the
producers have any *honor* they should do an episode where Picard gets
tried for crimes against sentient life (I guess crimes against humanity
sounds a bit shallow in the 24th century). And the Klingon who saved these
beings should be decorated. If Picard gets tried they could make up a twin
brother who becomes captain of the Enterprise (so Patrick Stewart doesn't
have to lose his job).

M.A.R. Janssen
Schiedamseweg beneden 539d
3028 BW  Rotterdam
The Netherlands
martijn@hacktic.nl

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 02:38:36 GMT
From: davidso1@muvms6.wvnet.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Viper!!! Please Read

Hello there!!!!!

First I want to say that THIS IS NOT, I REPEAT, NOT MY ACCOUNT!!!  This is
a friend's account. My Item-text file is blitzed and I can't post from
mine.  Please mail any replies to:

Payne5@muvms6.wvnet.edu

Thank you.

What I want to say is basically directed to all of you who think that Viper
is KnightRider II and that the car is really KITT III (the second was KARR,
if you are wondering).  I'm not a Viper fanatic, but I do like the show and
I feel that I have a responsability to say a few things about the show.

First, for those who did not like the pilot, well the Head Writer of the
show did not have anything to do with it.  It was the script sold to NBC.

The Morphing animation cost $50,000 a pop to use on the show.
(I just threw that in)

Is there anywhere that even _shows_ KR reruns anymore? There are a lot of
new young people and old people who either:
A) Don't remember KR
B) Don't care about KR
c) Accepted that KR is gone and that Michael Knight is now a Lifeguard on
Baywatch.. ugh...

Viper does _not_ talk like KITT did...
Viper _does_ have some nifty gadgets, but you would have to expect that
being the type of car that it is... 
Viper cannot save Joe's butt all the time unless he is in it.. once he's
out of it except for the drone and it isn't perfect.. it almost killed Joe!
Viper changes colors! And is a Convertible too!
Viper has a better range of characters. Better diversity of different
people. 
Viper tries not to use violence.. something to think about in these times.

Just give Viper a chance and remember that it is not:
Knight Rider, or
Dukes of Hazzard, or
Car 54 Where are you? or
Smokey and the Bandit or ... 

This is a _new_ show, with the ideas coming from _new_ talented people.
Give them a chance to give us something great. Remember how people hated
Cheers! at first?

And if you like Viper and have a comment about the show, please mail as I
know people who would be most interested in hearing them.

Remember, to mail ME, and not my friend, please mail to:

Payne5@muvms6.wvnet.edu

Thank you.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 23:25:42 GMT
From: cmeadows@nyx10.cs.du.edu (Chris Meadows)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Viper!!! Please Read

I feel much the same way...I really do like the show.  The "Joe Astor"
character has a kind of charisma that is THERE, but not OVERDONE, like
Michael Knight's.  Dorian Harewood is good in his role, and I rather liked
him from Time Trax anyway.  Joe Nipote, the show's Joe Pesci-clone,
provides some very good comic relief.  The car has offensive weapons (a
"tazer", missiles, and grappling hook launcher).  KITT never had that.

I like the dark-future setting of Viper, too...kind of cyberpunk, except we
have yet to see any cyberware yet (I hope they have it).  The plot is
developing nicely, too...the police chief from the first episode is now
with a vigilante organization, and Joe is going to "consider" teaming up
with it.  This could lead to some interesting stories in the future.

Sure, there are a few continuity glitches, such as the drone rising out of
a silver car when the car is in the red convertible mode, or Joe Nipote's
character entering "Firehawk" in the search computer when they didn't know
that was the name of the vehicle yet, but I'm willing to overlook these
little faults...I like this show, and really hope the ratings get better...

Chris Meadows
CHM173S@NIC.SMSU.EDU
CMEADOWS@NYX.CS.DU.EDU
CMEADOWS@NOX.CS.DU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 01:35:32 GMT
From: cmeadows@nyx10.cs.du.edu (Chris Meadows)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Anime Reference in VIPER?

I don't know if I tend to see anime references behind every bush or what,
but I DO know that in the most recent episode of VIPER, involving the
Firehawk assault vehicle, there was a reference to a high-jacked truck of
computer parts as being the "Tetsuo shipment."  I don't know if it REALLY
is or not, but it sure strikes me as a reference to AKIRA, the anime movie
featuring a character of the same name...

What do you think?

Chris Meadows
CHM173S@NIC.SMSU.EDU
CMEADOWS@NYX.CS.DU.EDU
CMEADOWS@NOX.CS.DU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 01:16:40 GMT
From: dszpiro@ivey.business.uwo.ca (Daniel A. Szpiro)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Thunderbirds questions

Can someone help me with the following:

  How many episodes of Thunderbirds were made?
  Are these episodes available on video anywhere, and is so, from who
    (i.e.,  what film/distribution company)?
  Are either of the Thunderbirds full-length films ("Thunderbirds are Go!"
    and  "Thunderbird 6") available on video, and if so, from who?

Daniel A. Szpiro
Western Business School              
The University of Western Ontario
London, Ontario, Canada, N6A 3K7
dszpiro@ivey.business.uwo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 23:35:39 GMT
From: sallylb@netcom.com (Sally Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ASC TV award nominations

In my continuing attempt to fill bandwidth and inform the net, herewith are
the TV nominees for Feb. 27th's American Society of Cinematographers
awards:

One episode of a regular series:

Lowell Peterson, Second Chances, "I Can't Get No Satisfaction"
David Tattersall, Young Indiana Jones, "Istanbul"
Brian J. Reynolds, NYPD Blue, "Oscar Meyer Weiner"
Bing Sokolsky, NYPD Blue, "True Confessions"
Roland Ozzie Smith, Dr. Quinn, "Where The Heart Is"

Movie of the Week or Pilot:

Donald M. Morgan, ASC, "Geronimo"
Bing Sokolsky, NYPD Blue, Pilot
Kenneth Zunder, seaQuest DSV, Pilot
Neil Roach, "To Dance With the White Dog"
Thomas Del Ruth, ASC, X-Files, Pilot

One Episode of a mini-series:

Robert Draper, ACS, "A Matter of Justice" part 1
Ron Garcia, "Murder In The Heartland" part 1
Kees van Oostrum, ASC "Return to Lonesome Dove" part 2
Isidore Mankofsky, ASC, "Trade Winds" part 3
Phedon Papamicheal, "Wild Palms, The Floating World" (part 2)

Sally Smith
(510)790-0608
sallylb@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 00:57:50 GMT
From: msliger@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu (Michael Sliger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tom. People: The Culex Experiment (1) impressions

***Beware: Slight spoilers if you have not watched episode 1***

Well, after finally seeing the first episode, I was happy about it overall.
The promos made it look to be very campy (as the first season was at
times), but at least this episode had a serious tone about it.  The new
theme song is very horrible and I wish they would go back to the first
season theme.  There were a few details at the beginning that annoyed me as
far as continuity goes:

   Why didn't Kevin either (a) teleport to where Megabyte was to meet him
or (b) talk to Megabyte telepathically telling him he was late and what he
saw after the accident.  He was 35 minutes late and with powers like he
has, why wouldn't you use them?  Adam had no qualms about teleporting to
the same site later on.

   After Kevin was hurt, why didn't Megabyte and Adam attempt to use their
healing powers to revive Kevin?  They bound together to try to talk
telepathically, but healing would also be an obvious thing to attempt.

I know that when it comes down to it, the plot would not have worked if my
suggestions were followed, but it seems that they are glaring mistakes that
warrant a slight plot adjustment.  I'm happy so far and I expect the new
girl to be a little more likeable later on.  (BTW, a mention of what
happened to Lisa would have been a nice touch.)

Michael Sliger

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

        Administrivia - The Fumble Fingers Phenomenon,
	Books - Arnason & Asimov (2 msgs) & Clive Barker (2 msgs) &
                Barnes (3 msgs) & Bester (4 msgs) & 
                Crawford (2 msgs) & Ellison (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 8 Feb 94 10:28:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Fumble Fingers Phenomenon

Yes, the Fumble Fingers Fenomenon has struck - yesterday morning I
discovered that somehow, somewhen, more than half of the distribution list
was missing right out of the middle of the file!  I spent much of yesterday
trying to figure out what happened, restoring an old version of the file
from Thursday and re-doing all the adds/deletes since Thursday, February 3.

So if you sent in a change of address or a unsubscribe request that didn't
take effect, please drop me a note so I can process it.  In the meantime,
it's snowing here and I've got to go shovel my driveway, so let me get on
with the business of doing the Digests...

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 18:02:04 GMT
From: LEVYM@uwstout.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arnason

Concerning Eleanor Arnason's Daughter of the Bear King, Arnason is a
Marxist with a strong identification with the Labor Movement and workers'
rights.  She says that she sees one major theme in Daughter as involving
the conflict between quality workmanship and shoddy workmanship.  Note that
most of the monsters simply aren't made very well.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 04:23:07 GMT
From: rlk@merlin.think.com (Robert Krawitz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Forward The Foundation (some SPOILER)

I bought it yesterday (in paperback), and in one session, with time out for
a party and sleep, read it.  I came away with distinctly mixed feelings.
The first half, roughly, was quite strong, but the second half left me
disappointed.

I realize that Asimov was constrained by what he had already written, and
coming up with something consistent within that framework was difficult,
but some things in it just seemed poorly thought out or not well developed.
To wit:

1) Eto Demerzel (the Daneelus Ex Machina ever since, oh, Robots and Empire)
seems to have rather changed between Prelude and Forward.  In Prelude he
was the shadowy, sinister power behind the throne, and quite believable as
the machiavellian prince.  I didn't so much mind him actually being a good
guy (that, after all, was happening even in Prelude when his real nature
came out, and some times good guys have to be ruthless), but in Forward he
was quite visible in public and quite popular.  How did THAT suddenly
happen?  And how did everyone suddenly know that Demerzel had served so
many emperors befoe Cleon?  Which brings me to:

2) How Joranum was disgraced.  Demerzel had served at least 3 emperors, and
he never appeared to age.  Just by one little chuckle he could shut
everyone up at a press conference (and he gives press conferences - see (1)
above)?  Granted, by then nobody outside of Mycogen had the vaguest clue
what a robot was, but surely SOMEBODY'S going to get suspicious?  Daneel
couldn't at least change his appearance every now and then and change his
name after a while?

3) Daneel needs to be coached in how to laugh by Seldon?  Surely he had
learned how to show human emotions back in the Caves of Steel and Naked Sun
days?

4) Mycogen was the remnants of Aurora?  Spacers would live in such cramped
conditions?  Granted, times change, but evidently Mycogenians remembered
some legends about Aurora.  Aurora had been a hard-nosed, rather practical
world.  Times change, I guess...

5) Tamwile Elar.  The electro-clarifier, which he knew would toast robots.
Just what was the story behind that, anyway?  Why did he want to kill Dors?
What exactly were his ties to the junta?  This could have been a very
interesting side story, that could have been a plot against Seldon by Linn
or somebody, but instead it petered right out with Dors killing Elar and
dying from First Law roblock.

(Now we're getting into the nits)

6) Gaal Dornick took (or was shipped a Prime Radiant to TERMINUS???  What
use would he have for it there?  What would happen when someone found it
(obviously, from Foundation, they didn't, but there were some smart cookies
in that bunch)?

7) Trantor sure seems to be falling apart in a hurry.  Don't know, maybe
Cleon II did a good job putting it back together several hundred years
later, but it all seems to be collapsing a lot faster than I though from
Foundation...

Robert Krawitz
OS/IO Software Engineer
Thinking Machines Corp.
245 First St.
Cambridge, MA  02142
rlk@think.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 22:24:22 GMT
From: ojvind@chagall.klab.caltech.edu (Ojvind Bernander)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forward The Foundation (some SPOILER)

rlk@merlin.think.com (Robert Krawitz) writes:
>I bought it yesterday (in paperback), and in one session, with time out
>for a party and sleep, read it.  I came away with distinctly mixed
>feelings.  The first half, roughly, was quite strong, but the second half
>left me disappointed...

I wasn't more disappointed than I expected after Prelude.  Forward wasn't
worse than Prelude, but not much better either.

One inconsistency is Seldon's wife.  She is quite protective of her Harry,
but in a very emotional way: she can't forgive her daughter-in-law for
saving Harry's life, instead of her doing it herself.  Since she is a robot
it makes sense that she is very protective but, emotional?  Come on!

Speaking of emotions and feelings and other soft stuff, Asimov appears to
have realized that he should add that sort of stuff to his stories.  His
older stories were more of logical mind games.  But instead of _showing_ us
believable reactions, he _tells_ us about it and has his characters in a
most logical fashion discuss their feelings.  It's a bit too much when the
hoodlum says: "Well, ya know, Mistah, I had a disadvantaged childhood and
mah mother didn't give me the emotional support a young child needs and
therefore I just can't help beating my wife, I just have to."

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 20:37:07 GMT
From: jgpletin@is2e.bfu.vub.ac.be (Pletinckx Jurgen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tim Powers and Clive Barker 

Right. The general opinion on these works of Barker seems to be that
"Weaveworld" is better than "Imajica", which is better that "The Great and
Secret Show", which is in turn better than "Weaveworld". +++

But that's not what this post was to be about. I recently got myself a copy
of Tim Powers' "Last Call" and read it. As fast as I could. (Powers tends
to do that to me.)

A few hundred pages into the book (around the scene where the protagonist
recollects his first full game of Assumption), an uncanny feeling of
familiarity crept up on me.  I was able to pinpoint it : this felt to me
like the kind of book that Barker has been trying to write for years now,
without much succes. The sense of wonder, the unexplainable (and
unexplained) phenomena, the impression of goings-on that the reader isn't
supposed to understand, the drama : it's all there.

However, in Powers' book I also find characters that I like to read about,
and heaps of archetypes 'n' symbols that actually belong there; stuff
that's somewhat harder to come by in a book by Barker (IMHO).

This feeling of similarity was so strong that I felt like asking opinions :
anyone else see some similarity between "Last Call" and the 'multiverse'
books by Barker? Or anyone articulate enough to distill some sense out of
the above ramblings?

Inquiring mind wants to know.

jgpletin@vub.ac.be

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 02:43:48 GMT
From: al@iris.claremont.edu (prunesquallor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tim Powers and Clive Barker

I see some similarity, BUT.  _Last Call_ is Powers at his best, and Powers
at his best is very, VERY tight (IMHO).  I enjoy some of the images that
Barker calls up, but his work is very, VERY loose, incredibly messy.  This
is a purely personal reaction, but Powers is nearly always able to keep my
attention riveted, to keep me along for the ride, beginning to end.
Barker's ride has some nice bits and pieces, but there are huge boulders
and "BRIDGE OUT" signs along the way.

(Powers is one of my top five favorite authors, so I may be a bit biased
here.)

Michael L. Medlin
al@iris.claremont.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 18:30:19 GMT
From: t88_lars_e@maja.teknikum.uu.se (Pelle Hillberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _A Million Open Doors__ by John Barnes

scg@panix.com (Steven Gould) wrote:
>>Even with the good characterization the book just was not that well
>>crafted.
> 
> Opinions differ.  I personally think it was no accident that A MILLION
> OPEN DOORS was on the final Nebula ballot.  I clearly see the book is not
> to your taste.  You have failed to give me any reasons why you think so
> as the statement 'the book was not that well crafted' just doesn't jibe
> with my experience of that book.

The thing I was most annoyed with was a few rather lame plot devices he
used in this otherwise excellent book. Why, oh why, did he include an alien
civilization from out of the blue? :-) And the "accident" with the
expedition's vehicles.

But then again, the characterization was very good, so was the
entertainment value, which is what _I_ look for in a book...

Pelle Hillberg
Uppsala, Sweden

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 20:46:42 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _A Million Open Doors__ by John Barnes

I found _A Million Open Doors_ to be a superficial book in most respects.
The cultures described are one dimensional, the planet the action takes
place on is a cipher, with the stereotypical one settlement.  The
"revolution" is almost embarrassing in its unbelievability.  Most of the
characters are caricatures.  And the climax takes place off-stage!  (I
might add that the reason it does take place off-stage is because the main
character all do an incredibly, fantastically stupid move).

I was sorry to dislike the book so much, because I like John Barnes (the
person) quite a bit.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 03:32:24 GMT
From: ssusin@econ.berkeley.edu (Scott Susin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _A Million Open Doors__ by John Barnes

Mark T Pitcavage <mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu> wrote:
>I found _A Million Open Doors_ to be a superficial book in most respects.
>The cultures described are one dimensional, the planet the action takes
>place on is a cipher, with the stereotypical one settlement.  The
>"revolution" is almost

Actually, there were _two_ settlements on the ice planet.  When I read the
book, I thought this was a refreshing break from the stereotype.

I agree, though, that the book was no more than pretty good.

Scott Susin

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 09:49:17 GMT
From: fredrik@edb.tih.no (Fredrik Wilhelmsen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Who stole the weather?

I've just finnished reading "The demolished man" by Alfred Bester for the
m-th time. (3. time actually). I have two questions:

   1) Who stole the weather? Everybody is making snide remarks about
      something Powell (or Dishonest Abe) did sometime.

   2) "I am only one of the tourists." What is the joke?

Thanks for helping.

Fredrik Wilhelmsen
Trondheim College of Engineering
Norway

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 19:46:10 GMT
From: markrose@spss.com (Mark Rosenfelder)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Who stole the weather?

Fredrik Wilhelmsen <fredrik@edb.tih.no> wrote:
>   2) "I am only one of the tourists." What is the joke?

I took the latter as simply a catch phrase, something everybody in the
culture would have understood; purposely inserted, unexplained, to add to
the verisimilitude of the story.  There are other examples in the story,
such as the "Bip." "Bop" greeting.

The weather story serves a similar function; by not explaining everything
about Powell the author suggests a more real human being.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 21:51:09 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Who stole the weather?

Fredrik Wilhelmsen <fredrik@edb.tih.no> wrote:
> 1) Who stole the weather? Everybody is making snide remarks about
>    something Powell (or Dishonest Abe) did sometime.

Bester never tells us what it was.  I suspect that many people who know
Powell well use the tag, since they know it makes him blush, without ever
knowing what the episode was.

>   2) "I am only one of the tourists." What is the joke?

The full line is, "And the corpse said, I'm only one of the tourists!"  I
don't know what it's about either.  I suspect that if Bester were still
alive and you asked him, he wouldn't know either.

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 22:12:07 GMT
From: kolarm@clark.edu (Roger M Kolaks)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Who stole the weather?

  Bester had always been one of my favorites but I find "The Stars My
Destination" a more interesting read than "Demolished".  Even though tDM
got the award.

  I've always felt that Gully Foyle one of the most memorable characters in
SF.  I am continually amazed by the force of the character's motivation and
how well it works.

  I'm certain that I have read this book at least once a year since it was
first published.(non exageratus est).  But then the first time I read "The
Count of Monte Critso" it was so exciting I read it again immediately.

  Bester was a very solid writer his earlier novels and all of his short
stories hold up well thirty years later.  And so many of his characters are
unforgettable.  I really regret that he didn't produce more SF than he did.

rmk

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 01:58:09 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dan Crawford: The Sure Death of a Mouse

Dan Crawford's "The Sure Death of a Mouse" is a sequel to his earlier
"Rouse a Sleeping Cat".  Well, sort of a sequel - the setting is the same,
but you don't need to have read the earlier book to read this one.  Like
the first book, it's a light fantasy, well, sort of light, the humor being
of a macabre sort.  The running gag through both books is the setting
itself, the kingdom of Rossacotta.

Rossacotta has, for centuries, been a kingdom of outlaws and brigands.
There's never been a criminal who wasn't welcome there, as long as he paid
his taxes.  In the past half-century, though, it's been trying to civilize
itself.  So far, the veneer of civilization is very thin.  Think of the
setting as a Thieves' World setting but, not nearly as genteel or as
dignified.

The central character, once again, is Nimnestl, the eight-year-old king's
bodyguard.  Once again, she discovers evidence of a plot.  (In Rossacotta,
evidence of a plot usually consists of a trail of bodies, so finding the
evidence is not, in itself, difficult.)

Also, once again, there is a second central character.  This time it is
Polijn, a child prostitute who has been placed in the palace by an
apparently mad mage, as a spy.  (Not that he tells her what she's supposed
to be looking for, or on whom she's supposed to spy.)

The story itself is fairly tight and well told - the main question being
whether the main characters will be able to cut, sift, or think their way
through the growing pile of corpses before they find themselves joining it.
It's an enjoyable light read, though "Rouse a Sleeping Cat" was better.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 23:32:16 GMT
From: paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Crawford: The Sure Death of a Mouse

Dani Zweig <dani@netcom.com> wrote:
>Dan Crawford's "The Sure Death of a Mouse" is a sequel to his earlier
>"Rouse a Sleeping Cat".  Well, sort of a sequel - the setting is the

Wouldn't prequel be more accurate?  The events here occur before _Rouse a
Sleeping Cat_, I think.  The biggest clue is Polijn, who is dragged out of
the Swamp in TSDoaM, and as I recall is Arbeth's apprentice in RaSC.

Samuel Paik
Digital Equipment Corporation
3D Device Support
paik@mlo.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 09:30:31 GMT
From: fiver@onededbdy.async.vt.edu (fiver rabbit)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ellison: next book

I heard Harlan Ellison's next collection (one called SLIPPAGE I believe) is
due out sometime this year.  Does anyone have any more specific info? :)

Thanks.

fiver@onededbdy.async.vt.edu
fiver@vt.edu                
whoami@nostradamus.async.vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 16:12:41 GMT
From: balt98@access2.digex.net (Baltimore in 98)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ellison: next book

Actually, the NEXT Ellison book due is MIND FIELDS, a series of short
shorts inspired by the paintings of Jacek Yerka, a Polish artist, from
Morpheus (and overdue).  Also in the pipeline is CITY ON THE EDGE OF
FOREVER, and SLIPPAGE (no dates have been announced for either of these
beyond "sometime this year"), and then Pulphouse's ELLISON UNDER GLASS
(which HASN'T been promised for 1994).

Perrianne Lurie
baltimore98@access.digex.net

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Brunner (7 msgs) & Brust (2 msgs) &
                        Bujold (3 msgs) & Duncan (3 msgs) & 
                        Gentle (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 16:36:29 GMT
From: carolync@netcom.com (Jon Jasper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

Hello Ladies and Gentlemen,

I'm wondering if any Brunner fans out there could recommend 'The Sheep Look
Up.'  I'm up to about page 170 out of 460, and I'm really tempted to quit
it.  I very rarely quit a book once I'm started.  I want to give the author
a fair chance, but perhaps more importantly, I already paid my $4.95 and I
want the full measure of pleasure or torture that I paid for.

It seems that this book is about 80% tangential info about how horribly bad
off the environment is, and 20% story.  And for the 20% that is a story,
I'm not sure there's any real plot to it yet.  There's a rather large cast
of characters loosely connected together by Wats, insurance, and poisoned
releaf food, but so what.  Why do I care?  I can't take being hit up side
the head with a big environmental stick on 4 out of 5 pages just to get to
a non-story about characters I really don't care about.

I'd like to know what other people who have read this book think.  Have I
described it fairly or am I way out of line?

Regards.

Jon
carolync@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 19:21:38 GMT
From: LopezE@rpi.edu (Zed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

carolync@netcom.com (Jon Jasper) writes:
>I'm wondering if any Brunner fans out there could recommend 'The Sheep
>Look Up.'

Yes, I could and would.

This is very explicitly an "If this goes on..." tale. The environmental
content is not tangential; it is the heart of the story - the characters
exist to serve it. I still found the characters fleshed out and I cared
about them, so their subjugation in this manner doesn't strike me as a
flaw. The story does gain momentum and coheres more into an organized plot.

The "loose" connections continue to loop back on each other as Brunner
illustrates the interconnectivity of things. The various crises echo each
other in different ways. This book is what convinced me of the fallacy of
the attitude that we can continue to produce arbitrary quantities of toxins
because we'll just store them somewhere safe.  There is nowhere safe.

It's about as prophetic an sf novel as I've read. Some of the most
outrageous parts are already happening - I've seen joggers wearing filter
masks; the rhetoric used to discredit the book's environmentalists is being
used by industrialists today. And having lived in LA, spray painting cars
"STOP! YOU'RE KILLING ME!" starts becoming easily imaginable.

And if you don't finish it, you'll miss out on one of the most wonderfully
biting endings I've ever read.

I don't know how useful any of this will be to you considering we disagree
on the crucial point of caring about the characters...

LopezE@rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 20:15:28 GMT
From: lindsay+@cs.cmu.edu (Donald Lindsay)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

Jon Jasper <carolync@netcom.com> wrote:
>I'm wondering if any Brunner fans out there could recommend 'The Sheep
>Look Up.'  I'm up to about page 170 out of 460, and I'm really tempted to
>quit it.

Understandable: it's not cheerful, and your mood may not be quite up to the
experience.

>There's a rather large cast of characters loosely connected together

The style is sort of pointillist - as you get further, the loose
connections get tighter, so that an overall effect is achieved.  "Stand On
Zanzibar" is in the same style, but more lighthearted, with the last line a
punchline. (Don't skip ahead on that one: it's only a great last line if
you've read the right sections of the book.)

SPOILER for _Sheep_:

It doesn't have a happy ending. If you're holding on, waiting for one, then
you can give up.

D.C.Lindsay
Carnegie Mellon Computer Science

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 18:31:07 GMT
From: prudin@cix.compulink.co.uk ("Paul Rudin")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

I read the book a couple of years ago and finished it, but then I very
seldom stop reading a book once I've started it. Your comments seem fair to
me. The only Brunner book I've really enjoyed was "Stand on Zanzibar"
although I probably havn't read them all.

On the subject of books that deal with enviromental issues in a more
readable way I've just read Ben Elton's third book "This Other Eden".  This
along with his other books "Stark" and "Gridlock" are not usually placed on
the sf shelves in bookshops but are very funny ( 'though I've heard that
you don't have sarcasm and irony in the States <G>) and probably would fall
into any sensible definition of sf. I guess the publishers reckon they'll
sell more copies by not marketing these as sf.

Paul Rudin
prudin@cix.compulink.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 03:41:33 GMT
From: ssusin@econ.berkeley.edu (Scott Susin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

I thought this book and Stand on Zanzibar were great.  On the other hand,
pretty much everything else I've read by Brunner has been lousy.

The 'tangential' stuff is the best part.  In Stand on Zanzibar, women wear
artificial nipples, which can be switched to erect to indicate interest, or
limp to indicate 'get lost.'

Scott Susin

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 19:35:21 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

For what it is worth (which is very little, except to prove that tastes
differ), I thought that TSLU and SoZ were pretentious garbage, and most
other Brunner good to excellent.  (Note "most".  I continue to try to
forget _Players at the Game of People_.  Unfortunately it seems to be an
unforgettable book, no matter how hard I try.)

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 23:08:24 GMT
From: erich@hrl5.cs.tamu.edu (Erich Schneider)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

carolync@netcom.com (Jon Jasper) writes:
>I'm wondering if any Brunner fans out there could recommend 'The Sheep
>Look Up.'
>
>Why do I care?  I can't take being hit up side the head with a big
>environmental stick on 4 out of 5 pages just to get to a non-story about
>characters I really don't care about.

Your assessment of the book is largely correct, by my memory.

I remember getting very numb to all of the horrors in the book. I just
didn't care about one more description of enviro-horror. Later, I realized
that perhaps Brunner was trying to achieve this effect, trying to show how
people reach a point where the horrors around them just don't affect them
anymore but, that something still needs to be done about it.

Go read "Stand on Zanzibar"; it's more fun.

Erich Schneider
erich@bush.cs.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 23:57:41 GMT
From: dagibbs@quantum.qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust's _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_

Eyal Barnea <ebarnea@garnet.acns.fsu.edu> wrote:
>Funny.  I read that book about 5 1/2 years ago, and was wondering the same
>thing.  However, I disagree about the claim that you can eliminate the
>folk tale without hurting the book.  It is essential for understanding
>what the 'real' world characters are going through.

I didn't say it wouldn't hurt the novel - since I definitely worried about
pacing.  As to it being essential for understanding what is happening to
the "real" people, I would like to think so, but in my first look through I
didn't see an immediate relationship.  Can you make some suggestions as to
how the falk tale illuminates the real world situation?

>Also, are you sure there were 4 threads?  I seem to recall a fifth, which
>was mostly philosophical discourse.

No, I'm not sure on the 4 threads, since my first attempt gave me 3 threads
and I had stuff left over.  I may have bundled the philosophical discourse
into the thread I labelled as "Greg and his painting", since both the
discourse and the comments about painting seem to be mostly Greg talking to
the reader.

>From my recollection, and impression of his other work, it appears to be
>Brust writing Zelazny.  As far as I can tell, he is the best living author
>at controlling his style consciously.  Maybe the best ever.

An interesting statement, can you be more explicit about the antecedent of
the "he" in "he is the best living..." above?  It looks like it could refer
to either Brust or Zelazny.

David Gibbs
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 04:13:35 GMT
From: ddb@arnold.network.com (David Dyer-Bennet)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust's _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_

dagibbs@quantum.qnx.com (David Gibbs) writes:
>So, why is it marketed as fantasy?
>
>1. It was submitted as part of "re-telling of traditional folk tales"
>series that Ace was doing, and Ace was doing this under a fantasy label,
>so it was fantasy.

Actually "fairy tales", into which folk tales and even folk songs (my wife
did hers based on Tam Lin) were admitted.

>2. Steven Brust is a fantasy author, it was written by Brust, so it must
>be fantasy.
>
>3. Brust is known in the fantasy genre, but not the mainstream, so this
>will probably sell if marketed as fantasy but not as mainstream.
>
>4. All of the above?

I suspect 4.  Also, I've heard some people suggest there are interesting
structural interactions between the modern and folk-tale sections.  I
didn't feel them when I read it myself, but I'm known to be be pretty blink
at those frequencies.

When it first came out I did find it in the mainstream hardcover section at
a local B. Dalton.

David Dyer-Bennet
Network Systems Corporation
Brooklyn Park, MN
+1-612-391-1353
ddb@network.com               

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 15:20:44 GMT
From: dave@blackjoke.bsd.uchicago.edu (Dave Griffith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mirror Dance, by Lois McMaster Bujold: a short review

_Mirror Dance_, the new Miles Vorkosigan book by Lois Bujold, reached
Chicago yesterday and I skipped far more sleep than I should have to finish
it.  Thoughts, no spoilers.

_Mirror Dance_ is very different than Bujold's previous works.  Having
mastered the light-hearted caper book (_Vor Game_, _Brothers in Arms_) and
the military romance (_Shards of Honor_, _Barrayar_), Bujold sets her
sights here on much bigger game.  _Mirror Dance_ is a dark, tense,
psychological study of the main characters in the series, particularly
Miles and Mark Vorkosigan.  Even more personal and telling than even the
works in _The Borders of Infinity_.  Mark is the viewpoint character for
much of the book, and Bujold fleshes him out wonderfully, changing him from
the raging cipher of _Brothers in Arms_ to a fascinatingly detailed tragic
figure.  Miles also increases in complexity, changing from the cocky
superman occasionally beset by doubts to something very different indeed.
Cordelia's reflections on her son are particularly intriguing:

   "We are discussing a young man upon whom Barrayar laid so much
   unbearable stress, so much pain, he created an entire other
   personality to escape into.  He then persuaded several
   thousand galactic mercenaries to support his psychosis, and on
   top of that conned the Barrayaran Imperium into paying for it.
   Admiral Naismith is one hell of a lot more than just an ImpSec
   cover identity.  I grant you he's a genius, but don't you dare
   try to tell me he's sane."

At times, Bujold seems to be stretching the limits of her abilities, and
lapsing into lecture to explain her insights.  This was occasionally
annoying, but not damning.

Warning: unlike the rest of the series, _Mirror Dance_ can not be read as a
standalone.  Far too much of it will be completely incomprehensible to
anyone who has not read the series to date, particularly _Brothers in
Arms_, _The Warrior's Apprentice_ and _The Borders of Infinity_.  With that
caveat, I strongly recommend _Mirror Dance_ to all Vorkosigan fans.

Dave Griffith
Information Resources
University of Chicago,
Biological Sciences Division
dave@delphi.bsd.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 18:52:30 GMT
From: ckd@kei.com (Christopher Davis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Bujold: _Mirror Dance_ is out

I picked it up last night.  I have managed to put it down, but only for
things like work.  Good thing there's a weekend coming...

Highly recommended.  I suggest re-reading at least _Brothers In Arms_
before beginning it, though re-reading *everything* is not necessarily a
bad idea.  It brings in plot threads from all over, as befits the first
book to take place "later" (internal chronology) since _Brothers_ (and the
_Borders of Infinity_ framing story).  *Many* of our favorite characters
are back, and as interesting as ever.

No spoilers here, just an appetite-whetter; there's too much in there for
me to *dare* spoiling a mite of it.

Christopher Davis
ckd@kei.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 09:34:17 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Bujold: Mirror Dance

I just wanted to add my voice to the chorus.  Much as I deplore the bad
habit of printing books in hardcover that could perfectly well have been
printed in paperback instead, sometimes the book is worth the price.  This
one is.  It's good.  Not as much fun as "The Warrior's Apprentice", but
then, it's much more ambitious.

It's not much of a spoiler to reveal what the reader knows within the first
few pages of the book, which is that Mark shows up on the Dendarii fleet's
doorstep, pretending to be Miles, and uses them in a move against Jackson's
Whole.  Instead of trying to make an entire book out of this, though,
Bujold disposes of the episode in about a hundred pages.  The heart of the
book is Mark's coming to terms with Barrayar and with himself.  Poor
Barrayar.

Readers who have enjoyed the previous Vorkosigan books will enjoy this one
as well.  As a number of people have already pointed out, though, this is
not the place to start reading Bujold's books.  If you haven't read the
others, start with "Shards of Honor" or "The Warrior's Apprentice".

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 15:51:28 GMT
From: as232@cleveland.freenet.edu (Michael Lerner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan, _A Man of His Word_

Duncan's best work, IMHO, was his "Seventh Sword" Trilogy, starting with
_The Reluctant Swordsman_.  I re-read these books every once in a while;
it's a great story!

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 14:48:11 GMT
From: MAdams@utxvm.cc.utexas.edu (Mark S. Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan, _A Man of His Word_

paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik) wrote:

> His fantasy is also pretty good (and was my entry to his writing).  They 
> include _A Rose-Red City_, 

I wish he would make a sequel to this one (I don't know what he would do
with it, but it was the first thing by him I ever read and I loved it).

> ... _The Reaver Road_, 

He is producing a sequel to the Reaver Road (can't wait tell it comes out).

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 17:59:36 GMT
From: graham@cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan, _A Man of His Word_

MAdams@utxvm.cc.utexas.edu (Mark S. Adams) writes:
>Yes, but unlike Eddings, Duncan has written a slew of other novels that
>have nothing to do with his _A Man of His Word_ series and (gasp) they are
>*all* very good.  Try anything by Duncan; I haven't been disappointed yet.

I would actively avoid _Hero!_. Plot and characterization were particularly
poor. _Strings_ is better, but still not terribly good. I'd still say that
the _Seventh Sword_ series or _Shadow_ are his best.

Stephen Graham
graham@cs.washington.edu
graham@ee.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 18:41:41 GMT
From: lofstrom@hawaii.edu (Karen Lofstrom)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mary Gentle

I loved her first book, _Golden Witchbreed_, but haven't been able to
finish any of her books after that.  I like the worlds she creates, and her
sense of style, but I don't care about her characters and I don't like her
pacing.  _Rats and Gargoyles_ was particularly notable for leaden dialogue
that went on page after pages like this:

"After all," he said, twitching his shoulder so that the gold-embroidered
cape fell into comely folds as it cascaded to the marble floor, "it's all a
matter of opinion."

"But one could say," she replied, staring off into the distance where huge
gangs of burly workers clambered over spidery scaffolding, "that...."

Mary Gentle seemed compelled to offer us every twitch, article of clothing
and object within the speaker's purview as well as the dialogue.

There's a good book in there, if some autocratic editor were to stand over
Mary Gentle and insist "Cut this, cut that, expand this ...".

Karen Lofstrom
lofstrom@uhunix.uhcc.Hawaii.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jan 94 20:16:52 GMT
From: lofstrom@hawaii.edu (Karen Lofstrom)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mary Gentle

Oops, perhaps I should make it clear that those quotes were my feeble
attempts to imitate Gentle's style, rather than a quote from the book
itself (which I don't have at hand).  She's a better writer than I am, for
all her faults.

Karen Lofstrom
lofstrom@uhunix.uhcc.Hawaii.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 3 Feb 94 03:54:56 GMT
From: ddb@arnold.network.com (David Dyer-Bennet)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Tales of Alvin Maker

joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater) writes:
>The time for him to go slow was before the series began. That's when he
>should have plotted it out. When I purchase the first part of a series I
>do so on the understanding that the series will be completed, and that I
>won't be left with only part of a story. *Will* he complete the series?
>Perhaps. He's written and published a lot since then, and now has two
>other series incomplete (*). I can't see any evidence that he is able to
>finish a series.

I agree - I think the legitimate complaint is that he's starting these
other series instead of working on the pending ones.  I just finished the
first two books of his Earth series; I don't think it's up to either the
Ender or the Alvin Maker books.

Of course, he can write whatever he wants.  But I find myself feeling like
waiting for things to finish before picking them up in the future.

David Dyer-Bennet
Network Systems Corporation
Brooklyn Park, MN
+1-612-391-1353
ddb@network.com               

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 14:28:19 GMT
From: fkiesche3@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A Response by Orson Scott Card...

Greetings All:

Orson Scott Card is alive and well on America Online. I've been sharing
with him the messages posted lately on the SFL Digest regarding his works.
He composed the following response to some of the messages:

START MESSAGE

Date:   94-02-04 13:13:51 EST
From:  OrsonCard
Subj:   Re: Does Orson Scott Card Exist?
To:       FKiesche3

Since you have been kind enough to forward this discussion to me, would you
be willing to relay my response?

First, I appreciate very much the kind words of those who have found value
in my books.  I can't even disagree with those who find some books better
than others and some showing signs of "deterioration."  I have no idea
whether I'm getting better or worse - just different.  I can't stand the
thought of writing the same book twice, and so with each book, consciously
or not, I set myself new challenges and can't pretend to know whether I'm
ever up to meeting them.  I write the books to the best of my ability, but
recognize that different stories will please different people.  For what
it's worth, every book that was listed here by someone as having failed,
someone else has told me is my best; and every book that someone here has
praised, someone else has happily informed me is a complete failure.  Only
if I had exactly the same audience for all my works would I fear that I was
artistically dead.

There will be two more (please, only two, he begs the muse) Alvin books:
Alvin Journeyman and Master Alvin.  Journeyman is a wanderjahr novel that
ends at the point where the poem ends, for those who want a preview of the
main plot.  Master Alvin ends with Alvin dead - all my stories end at the
end of the hero's life, so that's hardly a surprise - and the Crystal City
in ruins with a remnant of the people fleeing west into Red country under
the leadership of Arthur Stuart.  So those looking for a happy ending -
whose books have you been reading, anyway? <grin>

Xenocide was a novel split in half, unlike all my other books.  It was my
decision, not the publisher's, because at 160,000 words it took a sharp
turn into an entirely different kind of story and I didn't want to hurry
that story in order to make it fit comfortably within the main line of the
Xenocide tale.  I know the ending was unsatisfying; I had thought to be
able to bring the next book out immediately, but as with the Alvin books,
it has decided to grow into something even stranger than my original plan.

Someone's speculation that I might have a bunch of manuscripts that
"weren't up to my standards" lying around gives me more credit than I
deserve.  I don't write books that aren't up to my standards in the first
place, for the good reason that I know they are failing in chapter 1 or 3
or 5 and so I stop and go back and find the problems and fix them before I
go on.  Only once have I ever done multiple drafts of chapters in the last
two-thirds of a novel.  By the time I get to that point, the story is
usually working to my satisfaction and multiple drafts aren't necessary.
Which is, alas, more than you wanted to know about how I work ...

As to public appearances, while I enjoy them, I feel they are accomplishing
less and less while, as my children get older, I want to reserve more and
more time to my family and my work.  I do occasional local signings, and
when other circumstances take me to a faraway city I will usually arrange
with a bookstore to do a signing there.  My only planned speaking
engagement in 1994 is an address to the BYU Honors Program in March.  I do
teach a class or two every year for Appalachian State University in Boone,
NC.  And while I do enjoy performing, I am a profound introvert by nature
and find myself indulging that tendency more and more the older I get.  I
have visions of myself someday locked in a hotel room like Howard Hughes,
peering out at the world through cracks and blinds <grin>.

Anyone who wishes to have a book signed, however, need not wait for a
public event.  I am happy to sign books (personalized or plain autograph,
whichever you request) that are mailed to me at PO Box 18184, Greensboro NC
27419-8184; please package them in such a way that the packaging material
can be reused to return the books.  If it's a conversation that you'd like,
I try to keep up with my mail at OrsonCard@aol.com, though if I'm buried in
a project I sometimes disappear from virtual society for a month at a time.

Thanks again to those who took enough of an interest in my work to comment
about it.  -Orson Scott Card

END MESSAGE

Thanks for listening.

Fred Kiesche
FKiesche3@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 17:02:18 GMT
From: med23312@leonis.nus.sg (Wee Soon Khai)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: When will Rama Revealed be out?

   I read AC Clarke's Rendezvous to Rama more than 5 years ago and I
thought it was one of the better ACC novels. So I was quite delighted this
holiday when I found out that there were actually sequels and quickly
grabbed all three book available now. Now I have just finished Garden of
Rama and found to my horror that this was not the last book in the series.
If the Ramans did everything in threes (actually a concept not emphasized
in the second and definitely not the third book as well), why are there
more than 3 Rama books? Anyway, I am left quite high in suspense (how can
you not be when a character developed throughout 2 novels as a great
hero(ine) is facing execution etc.).
   I heard that the next book is called Rama Revealed. Will this be the
last Rama book (or at least have a decent ending and not leave me high and
dry again) or will ACC and Gentry Lee do it again? I hate having to reread
these books again.
   Back to the question: is this book out yet? Can't seem to find it in any
bookstores. If not, when is it expected to be out?

Wee Soon Khai
med23312@leonis.nus.sg

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 02:53:33 GMT
From: sauron@cesun1.ee.nus.sg (Soh Kam Yung)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: When will Rama Revealed be out?

Wee Soon Khai (med23312@leonis.nus.sg) wrote:
>I heard that the next book is called Rama Revealed. Will this be the last
>Rama book (or at least have a decent ending and not leave me high and dry
>again) or will ACC and Gentry Lee do it again? I hate having to reread
>these books again.

Be patient... the hardcover edition of the book is out but it will take
time to reach Singapore, assuming local distributors bring the book in.

According to Locus reviews, the books picks up exactly where Garden of Rama
left off and does end the Second Rama* series.

[* Note on that: due to the different nature of Clarke's original book and
the series of books with Gentry Lee, I tend to think of them as separate
books, set using the same Rama technology but not necessarily in the same
universe.

I think of Clarke's _Rendezvous With Rama_ as a single book while the ones
by him and Gentry Lee form part of what I call the Second Rama Series.]

Soh Kam Yung
sauron@ee.nus.sg
engp3010@leonis.nus.sg

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 20:04:50 GMT
From: daustin@uuneo.neosoft.com (Dan Austin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: AC Clarke can write, but can he read?

Louis Jezsik (jezsik@alcor.concordia.ca) wrote:
>After reading the sequels to Rama with G. Lee, and the sequel to Against
>The Fall Of Night (with some pathetic dweeb not worthy to be mentioned),
>AND hearing about how bad Cradle

   The 'dweeb' is Gregory Benford. A great, IMHO, writer of SF.  His books
are far better than most of Clarke's stuff, with few exceptions. Benford
writes well. Too well, probably, for most people to deal with. I didn't
like 'Against', his style doesn't mix well with Clarke's '40's style
writing. Benford's books deserve more attention than they get. He's one of
the few writers I actually look forward to reading.

>(I never did read that series of books with his name on it.  Clarke didn't
>write them, someone else did, but they were supposed to be in his style or
>something.  Anyway, they featured artwork of a rather well-endowed femme
>on the covers (reason enough for avoiding them for me).  Anyone review
>them?)

   Well-endowed femmes on the cover are what sells. I never judge a book by
what the publisher puts on the cover. Too many good books would be
eliminated. If this is how you judge books, you've probably missed most
good SF.

>A.C., if you are reading this, PLEASE, go solo!  There are no authors
>(non-authors in this case) that write as well as you.

   I agree that Gentry Lee is a pain. I don't much like the Rama sequels.
Clarke is too old to write well anymore. Of the 'big three', he was always
the weakest. Asimov and Heinlein produced great books up to the moment of
their deaths. Clarke hasn't written anything really good for 25 years.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 15:35:54 GMT
From: alex@mrc-lmb.cam.ac.uk (Alex Knight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A.C. Clarke & Gregory Benford

daustin@news.NeoSoft.com writes:
>The 'dweeb' is Gregory Benford. A great, IMHO, writer of SF.

Gregory Benford is undoubtedly one of the best living writers of SF, and,
as you go on to say, one of the most under-rated. I don't feel that anyone
who has read, say "Timescape" or "In the Ocean of Night" could disagree.
Admittedly, some of his other stuff is rather weaker, but who's perfect?

>His books are far better than most of Clarke's stuff

This I question.

>I agree that Gentry Lee is a pain. I don't much like the Rama sequels.
>Clarke is too old to write well anymore. Of the 'big three', he was always
>the weakest. Asimov and Heinlein produced great books up to the moment of
>their deaths. Clarke hasn't written anything really good for 25 years.

I never read any of the Gentry Lee Rama efforts, instinctively rejecting
them on the grounds of: a) Sequels where sequels not required (despite that
closing sentence) - another good example is Bob Shaw's iffy follow-ups to
his excellent Orbitsville b) Sequels by another hand (even with the
original author's name on the cover) are almost invariably tripe.  I'm
delighted that most of the comments on them on this group confirm my
prejudices! :-]

Clarke may now have "lost it", which is a tragedy if true but, to say that
he hasn't written anything really good for 25 years is a statement I can't
agree with. I know 2061 was pretty awful, but what about "The Songs of
Distant Earth"? This is just one example. Have you read it? And to my
taste, Asimov was always far inferior in his writing style to Clarke.

All IMHO!!!!!!

Alex
alex@mrc-lmb.cam.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 06:19:00 GMT
From: mtpins@icaen.uiowa.edu (Michael T Pins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: AC Clarke can write, but can he read?

Clarke has always been the best lousy writer in the genre.  His characters
are wooden, his pacing often questionable, etc..  On the other hand, his
ideas are often worth the effort of putting up with his flaws as a writer.
I'd be *real* concerned about any "written in Clarke's style".

Michael Pins
mtpins@icaen.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 17:11:42 GMT
From: jlr@world.std.com (John L Redford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: AC Clarke can write, but can he read?

YMMV.  I thought Asimov's last good novel was "The Gods Themselves" in '73,
and Heinlein's was "The Moon is a Harsh Mistress" in '66.  After that they
both fell victim to tidying up loose ends in their universes.  Clarke was
going strong as of "2010" in '82.  In the mid-80s he apparently came down
with a debilitating neurological illness, which has cut his own output a
great deal.  That's why he has been collaborating so broadly.

All three of them are very different writers, though.  I happen to own
almost all of Clarke's novels and only a few of Asimov's and Heinlein's,
but all three are unquestionably among the greats.

John Redford
jlr@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 20:39:06 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.C. Clarke

Someone suggested that Clarke was a poorer writer than Asimov or Heinlein.
Here I would disagree.  Although his characterization always remained
wooden, he had/has a sense of vision that the other two did not possess.
Works such as _2001_, _Childhood's End_, _THe Fountains of Paradise_,
_Rendezvous with Rama_, and _Against the Fall of Night_ resonate with the
reader in a way that A & H's best works simply do not.  Clarke used
symbology well, as well as the language of transcendence.

Having said that, I do not care for his recent work.  I would not say that
he is simply too old to write well, because a number of elderly writers
(70+) still produce good stuff, including Fred Pohl, Damon Knight, Jack
Vance, and Jack Williamson, to name just a few.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 20:15:44 GMT
From: specfict@cyclops.demon.co.uk (Speculative fiction)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.C. Clarke & Gregory Benford

Another good Clarke book is "The Songs of Distant Earth", admitedly this is
a novellisation of an earlier short story, BUT it is (IMHO) Clarke's last
good book. After this he has gone seriously down hill.

I have purchased all his later books more out of habit than because they
grabbed me as a good read. It is my opinion that his collaborations are a
sign that either he has "lost it" or that writing is now second place to
him.

I found Rama II etc. a good read but not really worth the money I paid. (I
have Rama II signed by A.C.Clarke).

I can only hope that Clarke ditches his collaborators and takes some
serious time and writes something decent.

Peter Wilkin
Kidbrooke
London UK

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 20:35:24 GMT
From: zazen@awdprime.austin.ibm.com (Ed Welbon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: When will Rama Revealed be out?

Soh Kam Yung (sauron@cesun1.ee.nus.sg) wrote:
>Wee Soon Khai (med23312@leonis.nus.sg) wrote:
>>I heard that the next book is called Rama Revealed. 
>
>Will this be the last Rama book

Almost certainly, Rama Revealed", will be the last book.  The ending of
"Rama Revealed" seemed to me to offer a final resolution, but you never
know.

>>(or at least have a decent ending and not leave me 
                        
I have several specific criticisms of how various characters were dealt
with and how the plot evolved.  But this I think, is matter of individual
perspective and taste.

And while I don't mean to be disrespectful to Clarke or Lee, I suspect that
the ending of "Rama Revealed" was very strongly infuenced by Clarke's
personal situation.  I was disappointed in (what I believe to be) Clarke's
philosophical stance as enunciated by the ending of "Rama Revealed".

>According to Locus reviews, the books picks up exactly where Garden of
>Rama left off and does end the Second Rama* series.

By my reading and recollection, this is so.

>I think of Clarke's _Rendezvous With Rama_ as a single book while the ones
>by him and Gentry Lee form part of what I call the Second Rama Series.]

I agree, the second and third book have an entirely different character.  I
found them to be more involved with human interaction.  They seemed to
downplay the Science and Technology side of the events portrayed.  It is
for this reason that I like "Rendezvous With Rama" more so than the the
first and second sequels.

In my opinion, "Rama Revealed" is a little closer in character to that of
"Rendezvous With Rama".  If you have read the first two sequels to
"Rendezvous With Rama", then I do recommend you read "Rama Revealed".
While I kind of doubt that "Rama Revealed" will win any awards, it is a
hell of a lot better than many SciFi works that I have recently read.

Edward H. Welbon
zazen@hwperform.austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 22:33:56 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.C. Clarke & Gregory Benford

Peter Wilkin suggests that _Song_ is Clarke's last good book, but I must
disagree.  I found the style so wooden and the plot so uninspired that I
was forced to give it up halfway through.  But obviously, opinions differ.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	Books - Egan (2 msgs) & Feist & Gabaldon & Hogan (3 msgs) &
                Jablokov (4 msgs) & Kay (2 msgs) & 
                Martine-Barnes (2 msgs) & Moffitt & Norton

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 17:19:57 GMT
From: martins@cogsci.ed.ac.uk (Martin Sutherland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Egan's QUARANTINE

gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees) writes:
>Perhaps he'll improve with practice, but at the moment he's in the Steve
>Baxter bin of novelists with good ideas but no prose.

I'll go with that. _Quarantine_ started off quite interestingly, but it
seemed like he ran out of ideas by about page 80, then spent the rest of
the book trying to explain why the quantum-farting-about works. He does
this badly. And it's just not enough to sustain the rest of the novel.
Also, he doesn't follow the "elephant" rule of writing in _Quarantine_: If
at the start of a story you say "I came out of my house this morning, and
there was an elephant sitting in the driveway!" then at the end of the
story you ought to have explained the elephant.

His short stories are, OTOH, most excellent.

Martin Sutherland

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 00:07:01 GMT
From: ee@star.qmw.ac.uk (Frossie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Egan's QUARANTINE

martins@cogsci.ed.ac.uk (Martin Sutherland) writes:
>I'll go with that. _Quarantine_ started off quite interestingly, but it
>seemed like he ran out of ideas by about page 80, then spent the rest of
>the book trying to explain why the quantum-farting-about works. He does
>this badly. And it's just not enough to sustain the rest of the novel.
>Also, he doesn't follow the "elephant" rule of writing in _Quarantine_: If
>at the start of a story you say "I came out of my house this morning, and
>there was an elephant sitting in the driveway!" then at the end of the
>story you ought to have explained the elephant.

Let's agree to disagree on that one. I found the thriller-like plot to be
exciting, in addition to the quantum-stuff (stretching the limits of
vocabulary here or what) gimmicks which I thought were very intriguing in
an amusing sort of way.

I certainly enjoyed it far more than Grag Bear's Blood Music, which in a
way is a similar kind of book.

Can't remember the bit about the elephant :-) :-)

ee@star.qmw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 00:12:11 GMT
From: cbb4417@tamsun.tamu.edu (Clay Bruce Blankenship)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Feist/Wurts Empire bookskjjs

Wayne MacLaurin <waynem@bcarh882.bnr.ca> wrote:
>phillips@stsci.edu writes:
>> 	I can't recall the author's name, but the "Daughter Of The Empire"
>> books are excellent (these take place during the same time period as the
>> Riftwar books, but on the other side of an interdimensional rift).
>
>That would be Janny Wurts.  Her solo works are pretty good and she does
>her own cover art !

These books are indeed excellent.  They are by Janny Wurts and Raymond
Feist and are Daughter of the Empire, Servant of the Empire, and Mistress
of the Empire.  In the land of the Tsurani there is a very strict caste
system with the emperor and his family at the top (and the magicians who
are outside the law) and then the noble families of the land.  Politics in
this world is a struggle for power between the various houses who scheme
for political advantage against each other while following the many Tsurani
traditions.  It is quite interesting to see how the young girl Mara, who
suddenly inherits the rule of her house when her family is killed, bends
the traditions to her advantage to bring her house from near ruin to
prominence.  These stories kept me interested all the way through.  I
especially liked the characters who were Mara's advisors like Arakasi the
spy master and Nacoya, nursemaid turned First Advisor.

Clay Blankenship

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 01:35:00 GMT
From: TAMARB@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dragonfly in Amber

I was relieved to read that there's going to be a fourth book, having just
finished _Voyager_, which clearly doesn't wrap up the series. As far as I'm
concerned, she can keep writing them, following Claire and Jamie into their
80's. I'll keep reading 'em. I'm hooked.  I'm sort of surprised that this
thread is in the sf newsgroup, though. The books are more historical
romance, although leagues above the norm for that genre.
 
My question: has anyone else read _Voyager_ yet? (No, I didn't shell out
the bucks for the hardcover; I took it out of the library. )I'd love to
discuss it. I thought in some ways it was the best so far, except that
after midpoint, there isn't quite as strong a forward drive.  (*SPOILER*
for those who haven't read the first two.) _Outlander_ had the urgent need
to get back to the 1940's, and various other crises along the way, most
especially getting Jamie out of prison and then healing him. _Dragonfly in
Amber_ has the awareness from the moment that Claire starts telling her
story that she and Jamie are going to part, and he might be dead. And then
within the story, there's the looming presence of the massacre at Culloden.
The first part of _Voyager_ is, of course, about Claire trying to find out
what happened to Jamie. And the rest I'm not going to say unless I know I'm
talking to someone who's already read _Voyager_!
 
Tamar

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 20:37:48 GMT
From: gregg@hrc2.harvard.edu (Gregg Germain)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: James P. Hogan: where have you gone?

 I read Hogan's books in the late 70's and thought they were great. But
recent trips to the bookstores are disappointing as I see no new books by
this author. Last one I read was Thrice Upon a Time.

 Does anyone have any info on the author or his later works?

Thanks.

Gregg

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 00:59:40 GMT
From: taia_a@ix.wcc.govt.nz (Second Genyosha)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James P. Hogan: where have you gone?

> Does anyone have any info on the author or his later works?

 Alive and well as far as I know, there was a sequel to the the "Giants"
trilogy, _Inherit the Stars_, _Gentle Giants of Ganyemade_ and _Giant's
Star_.  It was called _Entoverse_ and released in 1992? Basically, it was
the handling of the occupation of Jerlven(sp) and the impact of VR etc.. I
thought that the book wasn't as good as I remember Hogan, but upon
rereading the Giant's trilogy I found that it wasn't that good. Times
change our tastes I guess.

 Of course my tastes aren't for everyone, I did like reading some of the
Star Trek novels recently such as _Vendetta_. So don't believe everything I
say :)

Toni Taia
TAIA_A@kosmos.wcc.govt.nz

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 04:16:48 GMT
From: palmer@cco.caltech.edu (David M. Palmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James P. Hogan: where have you gone?

gregg@hrc2.harvard.edu (Gregg Germain) writes:
> I read Hogan's books in the late 70's and thought they were great. But
>recent trips to the bookstores are disappointing as I see no new books by
>this author. Last one I read was Thrice Upon a Time.
>
> Does anyone have any info on the author or his later works?

Just looking at my bookshelf, there are the Giants novels, Code of the
Lifemaker, Voyage From Yesteryear, The Proteus Operation, Mirror Maze, The
Endgame Enigma.

He's written quite a few.  However, in many of his newer books he lets the
libertarian propaganda dominate getting in the way of the story, characters
writing, etc..  I haven't read bothered to read many of his recent ones for
this reason.  Too bad, he used to be a good writer.  As someone once said
of someone else (H. G. Wells?), he's sold his birthright for a pot of
message.

David M. Palmer
palmer@alumni.caltech.edu
palmer@tgrs.gsfc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 22:52:42 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alexander Jablokov

I found Jablokov's _Carve the Sky_ to be rather pretentious.  SF rarely
deals with "art" well, if indeed any form of literature does.  There was
little characterization, and the dialog was uninspired.  In contrast, his
_Nimbus_ was a masterful use of "literary film noir" techniques, from the
shady characters, to the secrets from the past, to the use of description
and environment.  I found it very enjoyable.  _A Deeper Sea_ I am reading
right now, and so don't yet have an opinion.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 13:42:14 GMT
From: dcs@neutron.chem.yale.edu (Sarah Keill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alexander Jablokov

Mark T Pitcavage (mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu) wrote:
>I found Jablokov's _Carve the Sky_ to be rather pretentious.  

I found "Carve the Sky" both very convincing in its handling of both
characters and subject, and sincere, not pretentious. Sincerity is exactly
what I felt CtS had and ADS doesn't. I haven't read "Nimbus", so we only
overlap on one book, but if you like ADS don't hesitate to speak up!

Dave Schweisguth
Yale MB&B & Chemistry
dcs@neutron.chem.yale.edu |

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 19:53:53 GMT
From: LopezE@rpi.edu (Zed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alexander Jablokov's _Carve the Sky_

Mark T Pitcavage (mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu) wrote:
> I found Jablokov's _Carve the Sky_ to be rather pretentious.  SF rarely
> deals with "art" well, if indeed any form of literature does.  There was
> little characterization, and the dialog was uninspired.

dcs@neutron.chem.yale.edu (Sarah Keill) writes:
>I found "Carve the Sky" both very convincing in its handling of both
>characters and subject, and sincere, not pretentious. Sincerity is exactly
>what I felt CtS had and ADS doesn't.

I half-agree with both of you. I find that in _CtS_, Jablokov was being
sincerely pretentious. Through half the book, I was thinking that his reach
was exceeding his grasp, that he was attempting more than the
characterization and contrived (if clever) dialogue could fulfill.

Then I hit "In Paris, you don't try to bribe someone with bills that aren't
crisp. Not if you want to be taken seriously." and it fell into place that
what he was writing was a romance (in the term's older sense; recall that
"scientific romance" was a proposed name for sf when it was young), and he
did so self-consciously.

After recognizing that, I could really get into the high-falutin'
conversation, the bigger-than-life adventure and the good old fashioned
science-fictional sense of wonder.

LopezE@rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 03:30:38 GMT
From: lofstrom@hawaii.edu (Karen Lofstrom)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alexander Jablokov

I loved _Carve the Sky_ so much that I was quite excited to find _Nimbus_
at the library AND find ADS out in paperback.  I read the two later books
one after the other and was disappointed, particularly in ADS.  ADS seemed
perfunctory, I didn't care about the characters, and the ending was brutal
and sad.  I found the unpredictable shifts from the Point of View of the
Russian hero to the POV of his American colleague/lover disconcerting and
confusing.  _Nimbus_ was better, but I still didn't like any of the
characters.  The cyberpunkish world he created wasn't as original as the
world of CTS.

Jablokov may be writing too fast.  Perhaps he didn't make enough on his
first novel to give him the financial respite he'd need to take his time on
subsequent works.

Karen Lofstrom
lofstrom@uhunix.uhcc.Hawaii.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 22:25:00 GMT
From: e_dessu@pavo.concordia.ca (dez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Guy G. Kay

This post is completely unrelated to any current thread (something of a
novelty!).  I was just rereading The Fionavar Tapestry by Guy Gavriel Kay,
and some very interesting thoughts struck me:

1.  The Fionavar Tapestry has a very definite good vs evil theme to it.
Kay's later books lack that element of _supernatural_, dare I say _godlike_
evil that seems impossible for mere mortals to defeat.  _Tigana_ and _A
Song for Arbonne_ have foes to defeat, but they are mundane, human foes
(read irony into this statement).

2.  Kay links Fionavar to our reality, making the intervention from our
world necessary to the defeat of the supernatural dare I say godlike evil
from note 1.  His later works lack this Earthling commando force (read
irony into this statement).

3.  Fionavar is full of artfully written but still essentially "stock"
characters: The dour, duty-obsessed older prince, the brash irresponsible
younger brother, the willful princess, the at-one-with-nature horse-back
people, elves, etc..  Both _Tigana_'s and _Arbonne_'s characters seem
fuller, richer, less archtypical.

These three points lead me to opine that, although _Fionavar_ is a
compelling and entrancing story, _Tigana_ and _A Song for Arbonne_ are
overall richer and more compelling novels.  The characters are more alive,
much more ambiguous, and not easily categorized as "Good" or "Evil".  The
"forces of good" often fight amongst each other, showing sometimes
surprising cruelty and brutality.  The "evil" characters are often victims
of circumstance, wracked with guilt and self-loathing.

Don't get me wrong, there's much to be said about The Fionavar Tapestry.
It reads much more like an epic legend or fairy tale (for lack of a better
expression).  Everything is on a grand scale, supernatural forces shake the
world, and everything comes to a cataclysmic conclusion that sets
everything right.  There's something comfortable about epic fantasy, and
Kay manages to keep it fresh and exciting, but his later novels break away
from the epic mould to explore other issues in the genre.

God, I just realized that I sound (read?) just like a book critic.
Sorry...

I'd like to hear from other Kay fans.  Do you think I'm full of crap?  Did
I overanalyse?  Could it be that *gasp* you agree?

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 23:46:20 GMT
From: clevin@oucsace.cs.ohiou.edu (Craig Martin Levin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

Having only read Tigana and A Song for Arbonne, I suppose I'm rather biased
in favor towards them.<g> I find those worlds very accessible to me. They
have believable places and names, and the emotions seem deep and real. As a
historian, I really love how he's taken two cultures, one known to most
people-Renaissance Italy, and another of equal importance <IMO>, but lesser
prominence-Languedoc, and given them new environments.

On a personal level, I liked A Song for Arbonne better. I have looked at
the culture of Languedoc, and much of what we call medieval culture stems
from them and their borrowings from the nearby Moors. They were a rather
fun loving bunch, with the large exception of the Cathars or Albigensians,
far more so than the comparatively savage folk of Languedoil.

Craig Levin          
Ohio U.  		
clevin@oucsace.cs.ohiou.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 21:22:13 GMT
From: frodol@sci.kun.nl (Frodo Looijaard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A. Martine-Barnes: Sword in the Tree ever published?

Andrienne Martine-Barnes has written a series of four books: Fire Sword
(1984), Crystal Sword (1988), Rainbow Sword (1988) and Sea Sword (1989). In
the last part another book was announced as 'Sword in the Tree'. Does
anybody know if that one is, or ever will be, published? Though you see the
first four parts still occasionally in bookstores over here in the
Netherlands, I have never found the last (?) part!

Frodo Looijaard
University of Nijmegen
frodol@sci.kun.nl

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 02:07:20 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A. Martine-Barnes: Sword in the Tree ever published?

frodol@sci.kun.nl (Frodo Looijaard):
>Andrienne Martine-Barnes has written a series of four books: Fire Sword
>(1984), Crystal Sword (1988), Rainbow Sword (1988) and Sea Sword (1989).
>In the last part another book was announced as 'Sword in the Tree'. Does
>anybody know if that one is, or ever will be, published?

Good question.  I asked her about it last year, and she said that she wants
to finish the series, but hasn't been able to sell the last book, due to
disappointing sales on earlier books in the series.  (I'm not surprised:
"The Fire Sword" was excellent but "The Crystal Sword" and "The Rainbow
Sword" were much weaker.  "The Sea Sword" was a considerable improvement,
but she'd probably lost much of her audience by that point.)  I hope the
last book *does* appear eventually.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 01:30:59 GMT
From: hatton@socrates.ucsf.edu (Tom Hatton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Moffitt: Any chance for the next in the series?

Anyone know if D. Moffitt is continuing the Crescent/Gathering of Stars
books? I thought there was another in the series to come, but considering
the other two came out in '89, it seems as if that isn't going to happen.

Just curious.

Tom Hatton
hatton@cgl.ucsf.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 04:38:29 GMT
From: edb@cbnewsg.cb.att.com (emily.d.brooks)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Andre Norton: Ice Crown

Someone (I've lost the article, sorry) said that "_Ice Crown_ contains the
most amazing and sustained scene of unconscious pornography I've ever read.
I loved it!"

Inspired by this comment, I re-read _Ice Crown_ and now have a question.
Which scene did you mean?  The bathing?  If so, why is it pornographic?

Not meaning to re-start the porno flames!

Emily Brooks

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Hodgell (3 msgs) & McCammon (7 msgs) &
                      Rosenblum (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 07:40:18 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Seeker's Mask", by P.C. Hodgell

"Seeker's Mask" is the too-long-awaited third book in P.C. Hodgell's 'Jame'
series.  The first book, the out-of-print "Godstalk" is one of the all-time
most enjoyable fantasy novels, and our introduction to the world of
Rathillien, to the Kencyrath, and to Jame.

The Kencyrath are a union of three species, two of them nearly human, bound
by the Three-Faced God to fight Perimal Darkling, a force (sentient?)  of
Chaos which threatens to destroy the universes.  After binding them, the
God left them to their battle.  After thirty millenia of losing battles and
retreats from one universe to the next, the Highlord of the Kencyrath
turned his coat, betraying most of his people to Perimal Darkling in
exchange for immortality of sorts.  The survivors retreated to Rathillien,
the next 'threshold' world on the Chain of Creation.

Jame is an enigma.  She first appears fleeing out of the Haunted Lands -
the abandoned territory closest to Perimal's border but, part of her memory
is gone.  She is Shanir - one of those Kencyrath who are particularly (and
unwelcomely) close to their God.  Such closeness manifests itself in
dangerous powers, in physical differences, and in rotten Karma.  (The
Kencyrath don't 'worship' their God, or even like it.  They just obey
because they weren't given a choice.)  "Godstalk" is the story of Jame's
year in the city of Tai-Tastigon, wherein she apprentices in the Thieves'
Guild, begins to learn some of the secrets of Rathillien, and gets a lot of
people killed before she flees the city.  It's the best of Hodgell's books
- - well balanced between humor and drama, with engaging characters, a very
strange city, and a complex mystery in the background.

The sequel to "Godstalk" is "Dark of the Moon", a much...well, darker book.
It alternates between Jame's story, as she travels towards the Kencyr
homeland and that of Torisend, her twin brother.  Sort-of twin: Somehow
he's a decade older than she is.  He came out of the Haunted Lands years
earlier and managed to persuade the feuding Highborn families to accept him
as the heir to their vanished Highlord.  (That he survived his ascension by
more than a few months came as an unpleasant surprise to most of those
Highborn.)  We learn more about the Kencyrath in this book, not least that
the rigid honor by which they define themselves has for many become a
facade.  And, through Jame's travels we begin to learn that Rathillien
itself is a more complex world than it seemed - one which is fighting
Perimal Darkling, and perhaps the Kencyrath, in its own way.  "Dark of the
Moon" ends with Jame rejoining Torisend.  The reunion is not a comfortable
one (he hates and fears her Shanir heritage, not least because he is
repressing knowledge of his own) and ends with his sending her off to
become a proper Highborn lady.

Okay, you didn't really need to know all this, because "Seeker's Mask" is
only out in a limited-edition printing, so it's safe to assume that anyone
who gets it has read the first two volumes.  That seems to be what Hodgell
thought, too, because "Seeker's Mask" makes little allowance for new
readers.  It's too bad: "Seeker's Mask" starts poorly and then gets better
and better, but it could do with ten pages of introduction and about a
hundred pages less text.  (Or a hundred pages more.  More on this later.)

(There are also three short stories: "Bones" is an odd episode in Tai-
Tastigon.  "Stranger Blood" takes place about a decade later than the first
three books.  And "Child of Darkness" takes place on Earth, and ties into
the rest of the series...oddly.)

"Seeker's Mask" begins at Torisend's keep of Gothregor, where he has sent
Jame into a far worse situation than he intended.  She has been taken in
hand by the women there, who mean to train her to obedience, whatever it
takes.  By the time Jame departs Gothregor, she has invisible assassins and
enraged pursuers on her trail, and a wound on her cheek that could trigger
a civil war if it is seen.  She keeps it hidden behind a mask.

The bare plot of "Seeker's Mask" consists largely of an at least temporary
tidying of loose ends left over from "Dark of the Moon".  One by one, as
she travels, Jame pulls in artifacts and characters she left scattered
around Rathillien.  (In some cases 'scattered' was more comfortable.  For
instance, last time she saw Bane, he was merely a demon.)  In the process
Jame moves towards an identity she can live with, within the Kencyrath.

In "Dark of the Moon" we began to see the rot within the Kencyrath.  Since
the betrayal two millenia earlier, Kencyr honor has become a rigid facade
behind which the power-mad can play with human lives, as long as they stick
to the tattered letter of their code, and repressive Custom has taken on
the status of law.  We see more of this corruption in "Seeker's Mask", but
we also see that the Kencyr still have considerable if hidden strengths.
Much the same is true of Rathillien, as a whole.  Its very reality is being
eaten away by Perimal Darkling, but it also has tremendous native reserves
of power which are being marshalled in its defense.  There is a satisfying
symmetry to "Seeker's Mask", a progressive unveiling of Jame, of the
Kencyrath, and of Rathillien.

The book also has Hodgell's accustomed combination of action and slapstick.
The humor is largely situational: The drama is real enough, and the stakes
are high enough, that one can almost fail to realize what an ensemble
Hodgell has put together with a straight face: Jame is fleeing invisible
assassins, vengeful monsters, and some gods (?) that keep trying to swallow
her (but will behave if spoken to sharply), while lugging around a large
tapestry, a knife that will rot anything, a blind cat, soldiers who think
she's insane, and a semi-sane, semi-feral, semi-trustworthy follower.  This
while trying to make her way through a reality storm that may have been
triggered by a keepful of scholars who got too bored.

"Seeker's Mask" ends with an equilibrium of sorts.  The loose ends from
previous books have been rescued or retrieved, and the most dangerous of
them have temporarily neutralized each other.  The native powers have
revealed themselves as possible allies.  Jame herself is placed in a
position of greater strength, and possibly greater safety.  She is also in
a position of immediate risk, and Hodgell *could* pick the story up where
she leaves this one but, it would work very well if instead she picked up
ten years later, with the situation implied by "Stranger Blood".

I enjoyed the book.  It started poorly, I thought: The situation in which
we first find Jame is by turns unconvincing, Byzantine, and over-complex.
After she leaves Gothregor, though (which is to say after the first hundred
pages or so), trouble is encountered in smaller doses, and Jame is in
better command of what she encounters, a combination which makes for more
enjoyable reading.  By the book's half-way mark, I was turning pages with
great satisfaction (and noting in distress that I had less than two hundred
and fifty pages left to go).

The book has its flaws.  The first I've already noted: It requires a great
deal of background knowledge.  Some of that knowledge is simply assumed,
some of it is force-fed in places, rendering parts of the book too dense.
A related problem is that the doesn't have a major focus, unlike "Dark of
the Moon", for instance, which revolves around an enormous battle.
"Seeker's Mask" is important within the context of the larger series,
serving to tidy up the first part of that series and bring it to a closure,
but it doesn't have a strong 'identity', of its own.  A third failing is
its lack of well-developed characters.  Hodgell simply doesn't pay much
attention to the feelings, thoughts, or motivations of the secondary
characters.  That puts too much weight on Jame's character, which Hodgell
isn't particularly interested in developing in this book.

As you've probably gathered, I'm looking at "Seeker's Mask" from two
perspectives.  As a middle-of-series book for readers who are already
immersed in this story, it is more than satisfactory.  (I'll be rereading
the book soon after I finish writing this.)  It could use some tightening,
some editing, (just a bit of proofreading), but it gives its readers what
they've been missing for too long.  But if a publisher picks this book up
and prints it without reprinting "God Stalk", a casual reader is going to
have a hard time picking it up, figuring out what's going on, and enjoying
it.  It could be repaired: A good introduction would help.  So would a
shortening of the book, in some ways: Some scenes are extraneous, some
details don't need to be explained.  And the book could use a stronger
unity: Everything that happens is subtly connected, but too often it feels
as though Jame is wandering from one coincidental encounter to another.
The climactic encounter with the gods seems like just another episode.

"Seeker's Mask" is *not* coming to a bookstore near you. :-( It currently
exists as a limited (pronounced 'pricey') edition.  Word from the publisher
is that if Hodgell can't sell the book to another publisher, he'll put out
a general hardcover edition.  (This would be *bad* news, in the sense that
we'd be less likely to ever see book four.)  The best outcome would be for
"God Stalk" and "Dark of the Moon" to be rereleased, and for a more tightly
edited version of "Seeker's Mask" to then appear, but we're unlikely to
know for a long time.  In summary, then, I'm thrilled that this book has
finally appeared, and even at limited-edition prices I thought I got my
money's worth but, I hope for some rewriting before it sees a more general
distribution.

Author:     Hodgell, Patricia C.
Title:      Seeker's Mask
Date:       1994
Publisher:  Hypatia Press, 360 W. First, Eugene OR 97401  (503-485-0947)
Comments:   $60 US ppd, 500-issue leather-bound signed limited edition
Order Info: ISBN 0-940841-32-0
Pages:      474 pp

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 09:46:11 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Seeker's Mask", by P.C. Hodgell

Just a note for UK readers; the previous two books were published in the UK
some time back as a single volume called "Chronicles of the Kencyrath"
(trade paperback). I don't know if they were ever published separately over
here.

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk
jc@selune.demon.co.uk
jerry@shell.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 16:26:19 GMT
From: erica@cc.gatech.edu (Erica Liebman Sadun)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: PC Hodgell

I just got off the phone with Hypatia Press (who promises my book REAL SOON
NOW!!!).  In the course of conversation it was mentioned that Ms. Hodgell
might appreciate encouraging letters (i.e. "We want to you to keep writing
books" sort of letters).  If you'd like to encourage morale, send letters
to:
	p.hypatia@genie.com
or	pressenter@aol.com

They will be forwarded to her.

You might also want to encourage Patrick N. H. of Tor to reconsider picking
her up as a TOR author directly. :)

Erica Sadun
erica@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 22:58:15 GMT
From: bhattis@tardis.pictel.com (Satish Bhatti)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robert McCammon

I just finished reading "Boy's Life" by Robert McCammon, and it's already
in my all-time favorite list.  I was wondering if anybody had read some of
his other stuff, and would they recommend it?

Satish

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 12:07:47 GMT
From: vanyel@crl.com (Paul W. Cashman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robert McCammon

bhattis@TARDIS.PICTEL.COM (Satish Bhatti) writes:
>I just finished reading "Boy's Life" by Robert McCammon, and it's already
>in my alltime favorite list.

I must admit I was leery of reading a book hailed as "the wondrous national
bestseller"; that's high praise to live up to.

BOY'S LIFE lived up to those high expectations.  Strictly speaking it might
not qualify as SF, but it's great, terrific.  "Wondrous", even.  :)

[ Thanks to, of all people, Kirk Hammett of Metallica for recommending this
particular author and book.  Two years later, I finally read it.  :) ]

Paul W. Cashman
vanyel@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 16:43:27 GMT
From: bigtree@acpub.duke.edu (Daniel Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robert McCammon

Other stuff by him is actually quite good.  I'd recommend _They Thirst_,
_Gone South_, and _Mine_.  As far as horror authors go, he's pretty much a
rote writer (i.e.  he's fairly predictable) but he plots well.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 04:27:53 GMT
From: morgno@netcom.com (Michael Thompson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robert McCammon

Satish Bhatti (bhattis@TARDIS.PICTEL.COM) wrote:
>I just finished reading "Boy's Life" by Robert McCammon

I really liked it.  I recommended it to my wife, who doesn't usually like
the same books as I, and she really liked it too.

I read it at about the same time as "Summer of Night" by Dan Simmons.  Both
are about children growing up in more innocent times, but McCammon managed
to end his story well while Simmons went off the deep end.

Michael Thompson
Castle Morgno
morgno@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 09:47:41 GMT
From: kdthomas@netcom.com (Kim Thomas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robert McCammon

Well, I believe I've read all of his books up to and including "Boy's
Life," and would recommend the following:

   SWAN SONG
   THE WOLF'S HOUR
   STINGER
   USHER'S PASSING	

These are my favorites.  Be forwarned, though, that these are more "horror"
oriented than BOY'S LIFE and may not be what you expect.  Hope this helps.

Dave Thomas
kdthomas@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 05:28:47 GMT
From: al@iris.claremont.edu (prunesquallor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robert McCammon

bigtree@acpub.duke.edu (Daniel Johnson) writes:
>Other stuff by him is actually quite good.  I'd recommend _They Thirst_,
>_Gone South_, and _Mine_.  As far as horror authors go, he's pretty much a
>rote writer (i.e.  he's fairly predictable) but he plots well.

I agree; before _Boy's Life_, I found him entertaining but hardly
noteworthy, maybe a notch or two above Koontz.  _Boy's Life_ is
incredible, though, huge leaps and bounds ahead of anything else he's done,
one of the most dramatic improvements that a bestselling author has ever
made (at least in my experience).

Michael L. Medlin
al@iris.claremont.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 17:44:22 GMT
From: rogerc@gradient.com (Roger Christie,home@9600=9=13696671)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robert McCammon

Quite simply, Boy's Life is one of the single finest novels I have ever
read...

Gone South is pretty damn good too, and of course neither of them should
remotely be classified in the horror section...

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 18:24:00 GMT
From: fzimmerm@ciesin.org (Fred Zimmerman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW--"Chimera", by Mary Rosenblum

Author:     Rosenblum, Mary
Title:      Chimera
Publisher:  Del Rey
City:       New York
Date:       November 1993
 Order Info:ISBN 0-345-38528-4
 Pages:     403 pp.
Comments:   paperback, US$4.99

Mary Rosenblum's CHIMERA is set in a future in which most business
communication takes place in a global network of "virtual offices".  This
novel presents a challenging exploration of cyberspace as a realm for the
presentation of the self.  In today's business world, we are used to being
evaluated on the basis of such qualities as our body language, our clothes,
our accent, our professed values, and, in professional America, at any
rate, above all on the basis of our formal educational credentials.  Not
many of us are ready for a world like Rosenblum's, in which we will compete
on the basis of how well our visualization software edits our body language
and presents our chosen image of self, and in which virtual reality artists
are the aristocrats of the global Net.  As a verbal, book-loving,
command-line person whose computing experience began with Fortran and the
Heath Disk Operating System (HDOS) and who has never much liked the
MTVization of the media, I must say that I hope for a future information
environment that is considerably less visual than Rosenblum's.  But I liked
the fact that her book made me uneasy about the possibilities.

This, Mary Rosenblum's second novel, is a good book, well worth reading for
anyone who is interested in the Internet and communication via computer.
In the words of the Del Rey Discovery motto on the inside cover, this
"something new" is "worth the risk."

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 23:35:16 GMT
From: markg@ichips.intel.com (Mark Gonzales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: REVIEW--"Chimera", by Mary Rosenblum

fzimmerm@ciesin.org (Fred Zimmerman) writes:
[...]
>This, Mary Rosenblum's second novel, is a good book, well worth reading
[...]

Let me second that recommendation. I was just about to post a review of
this one myself.  It's a nicely drawn dystopia, with good characterization,
and technology.

_Chimera_ is an interesting variation on the cyberpunk theme. It's as good
as Gibson's _Virtual Light_.

Mark

------------------------------
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Date: 4 Feb 94 18:18:10 GMT
From: schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu (Christina Schulman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Seeker's Mask_ by P.C.Hodgell (Long) MAJOR SPOILERS

_Seeker's Mask_ by P.C. Hodgell
Published by Hypatia Press

_Seeker's Mask_, the third book in the series that began with _Godstalk_
and _Dark of the Moon_, is finally out (hooray!), and it's great.

Major, major spoilers follow - you've been warned!

A review of this book is probably not particularly useful.  It's being
published as a limited series of 500, at $60 apiece.  Mine's #497, so it's
probably safe to assume that they've all been sold, and those of you who
haven't ordered one may have to just suffer unless a major publisher
decides to pick up the series.  For you sufferers, I'm including a plot
summary, so be warned: spoilers, spoilers, spoilers!

_Godstalk_ is the story of how Jamethiel Talissen came to the god-ridden
city of Tai-tastigon with an infected arm, a sullen Book, and no memory of
the past several years.  Upon recovering from the infection, she joins the
Thieves Guild, and proceeds to pull the Guild, the Temple District, and a
good chunk of Tai-tastigon down around her ears, despite the best of
intentions.

_Dark of the Moon_ carries Jame and her Kendar friend Marcarn across the
Ebonbane mountain range down to the Riverland in search of her twin brother
Torisen, who's changed a bit since she last saw him - he's now about 10
years older than she, and Highlord of the Kencyrath.  Chapters about Jame
alternate with chapters about Tori, and naturally they come together just
in time for the scene of a climactic battle and the implosion of a close
relation.

As _Seeker's Mask_ begins, Jame has spent an uneasy season in Gothregor,
her brother's keep, trying to adjust to the cloistered world of Highborn
Kencyr women.  Just when she's fed up with masks, tight skirts, and
needlepoint, a number of invisible assassins show up to finish the job they
bungled 34 years ago of killing all the Knorth women.  She dispatches most
of them with the help of a Master Rune and her half- deceased half-brother
Bane, accidentally reducing the high council chamber to glass-littered
rubble.  Her brother's significant other, the daughter of the powerful
rival house Caineron, slashes Jame's cheek open, so to avoid plunging the
Kencyrath into civil war or being force-healed by a despised priest, Jame
takes off for Restormir, the Caineron stronghold, to rescue her bondsman,
Graykin.

(In the meantime, Torisen goes slightly mad from lack of sleep, fear of his
sister, and the influence of his dead father Ganth.  [Ganth was always
several fries short of a Happy Meal.]  He rides off toward Gothregor,
possibly to kill Jame, with Grimly Wolver in pursuit.)

Jame runs into Kindrie, who's escaping the tender mercies of the priesthood
and Jame's old enemy Ishtier.  The two of them cross the river with the
help of an unusually mobile willow tree and eventually end up near Wilden,
where Rawneth, the Randir matriarch, is summoning a demon to dispose of
Jame.  Instead of a demon, she gets Gorgo and Loogan, who say hi to Jame,
have a light snack, and disappear back to Tai-tastigon.  Jame and Kindrie,
along with ten nearby Knorth randon soldiers, are rescued from a less
cordial demon by a convenient patch of weirding mist that transports them
straight to Restormir.

The lot of them penetrate Restormir to rescue Graykin, and Jame runs across
Lyra, who is still ditsy but quite friendly, m'lord Caineron, who still
isn't feeling quite in touch with things, and the Earth-Wife Mother Ragga,
who is pretty annoyed at Jame for stealing her _imu_.  As an earthquake
shakes the tower to rubble, Jame, Kindrie, Graykin, and the randons escape
down the river to Mount Alban, the scrollsmen's college, where they take
refuge from the worst weirdingstrom in centuries.

(In the meantime, Tori and Grimly hole up in the Wolver Holt to wait out
the storm.)

Mount Alban, at the moment, is no more stationary than the local trees, and
Jame is swept along with the scrollsmen's college down the length of the
Silver River by the plot devi - er, weirdingstrom, to the Southern Wastes,
and then back up the river in shorter hops.  In Hurlen, Graykin retrieves
the Book Bound in Pale Leather, and Jame unsuccessfully searches for the
_imu_ in the Heart of the Woods.  In Wilden, she rescues Kindrie from the
priests (again), has a venomous little chat with Ishtier, invites Bane
along for the ride, and leaves the Priests' College collapsing into rubble.

(In the meantime, Tori and Grimly arrive in Gothregor by unusual means.
Tori, who has regained a reasonably tight grip on reality, is Not Pleased
to discover his sister gone with assassins possibly on her trail, so he
rides off to Mount Alban to find her.)

Mount Alban returns to its habitual foundations, but the middle of it,
which just happens to contain Jame at the time, keeps on moving, all the
way up north to Kithorn, where she arrives just in time to play an
unintentional part in a Merikit religious ceremony.  Tori arrives just as
Jame emerges from the ceremony, not exactly unscathed but at least with the
favor of the elemental gods of the Merikit.

      "Somehow, I'm not surprised."  He surveyed the surrounding
   ruins.  "Your friend Marc warned me that I would probably find
   the Riverland reduced to rubble and you in the midst of it,
   looking apologetic."
      "Er ... sorry."

All in all, quite a busy week.

Needless to say, I expected to like this book (or I wouldn't have paid $60
for it), and I wasn't disappointed.  _Seeker's Mask_ has the intricate
plotting and macabre humor of _Godstalk_, and after a somewhat slow start
it maintains a breakneck pace.  The Riverland lacks the grisly charm of
Tai-tastigon, but it does gain depth and a sense of history.  (Well, there
are quite a few charming details.  I loved the candied tadpoles and the
raining frogs.)  The supporting characters are drawn in depth and detail
(even the dead ones), with underlying tensions and motivations of their
own.  And unlike _Dark of the Moon_, _Seeker's Mask_ only has short
interludes that deal with Torisen, who still hasn't worked up either the
nerve or the interest to ask Jame where she's been for the past decade or
so.  (Which is probably just as well.)

As usual, honor is a central theme: at what point does personal honor
eclipse obedience?  Destruction is, of course, another.  I think Hurlen is
the only city or keep in the entire series to be visited by Jame without
suffering major structural damage.  (Of course, the climactic battle in
_Dark of the Moon_ on Hurlen's outskirts was pretty destructive.)  Mount
Alban wasn't badly damaged, but it certainly wasn't all in one place much
of the time after Jame arrived.

Most of the plot threads are tied up by the conclusion, some more messily
than others.  Typically, Jame manages to prevent the loss of the Riverland
completely by accident and without realizing it until several days later.
A few loose ends are set up for the future: Bane guarding the Objects of
Power with only a multitude of bugs for company, Ashe's on-going testing to
see if Jame is a true tyr-ridan, Jame's new status among the Merikit, and a
certain albino rathorn that's lurking in the woods around Gothregor.  And
presumably there's going to be a final showdown with Ishtier, after all, we
have it on pretty good authority that she will yet be his doom.  I want the
next book, and I want it *now*.

If you haven't read _Godstalk_, give it a try: it's a very original, very
intricate fantasy where the smallest gesture often has far-reaching (and
disastrous) consequences.  It's currently out of print, so scour your local
used bookstore, or check with your library.  (Almost every library in
America seems to have a copy of _Godstalk_.)

If you're already a rabid fan of the series, _Seeker's Mask_ is worth the
wait.  Hopefully, the series will get picked up by a major publisher, and
we won't have to wait so long for the next one.

Christina Schulman
Pittsburgh NMR Institute                 
schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu
schulman@clarity.princeton.edu
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Date: 5 Feb 94 03:47:41 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Seeker's Mask_ by P.C.Hodgell (Long) MAJOR SPOILERS

schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu (Christina Schulman):
>Major, major spoilers follow- you've been warned!
>she...proceeds to pull the Guild, the Temple District, and a good chunk of
>Tai-tastigon down around her ears, despite the best of intentions...
>...just in time for the scene of a climactic battle and the implosion of a
>close relation...  ...accidentally reducing the high council chamber to
>glass-littered rubble.  ...leaves the Priests' College collapsing into
>rubble.

I'm sure there's a pattern here, if only I could see it.

>[Ganth was always several fries short of a Happy Meal.]  

Nicely put! :-) Though, to be fair, he did finally end up with people who
were willing to make a meal of him on his own merits.

>Jame runs across Lyra, who is still ditsy but quite friendly, m'lord
>Caineron, who still isn't feeling quite in touch with things

I'm not sure Lyra's problem isn't just woeful ignorance.  Though
presumably, she got sent to Gothregor in her time and managed to hang onto
that ignorance in the face of whatever mild opposition to the endeavor she
may have encountered.

Caldane's indisposition not being as temporary as we assumed is a
delightful twist.  How much of that crystal does Jame have left?  I'm
fairly sure she didn't use it all.

(When you think about it, she's accumulating an incredible arsenal.  Aside
from her innate and not-inconsiderable talents, she has a knife that can
kill, rot, or cut anything, a book of impossibly powerful spells, a rathorn
which (once she gets around to binding it) will win any cavalry battle she
attends single-footedly (though her own side's mounts won't be in great
shape either), a couple of truly alarming relatives, thieves' skills
(including the ability to walk on air, if enough people clap), the
attention of the Arrin-ken, political power (and enough Shanir blood
backing it up to bind about two thousand Kendar at need)...  If she could
only embroider worth a damn.)

>Jame is swept along with the scrollsmen's college down the length of the
>Silver River by the plot devi, er, weirdingstrom...

Fair enough.  We're given enough information to realize *why* it's behaving
so conveniently, but it's definitely blatantly convenient.

>Jame emerges from the ceremony, not exactly unscathed but at least with
>the favor of the elemental gods of the Merikit.

*Is* she planning to return next year?  I suspect the Merikit would also be
just as happy if she didn't.

>Bane guarding the Objects of Power with only a multitude of bugs for
>company

The problem with Ashe's grizzly plan for keeping Bane happy is that only
she and Jame know where to look, and Jame isn't likely to tell.  Can we
assume that Ashe is going to be gossiping to people she doesn't much like?

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
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Date: 5 Feb 94 05:30:56 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Seeker's Mask_ by P.C.Hodgell

I don't think Seeker's Mask is out of print yet.  The books are NOT sold in
numerical order.  They're sold by picking up whichever book happens to be
on top of the nearest stack.  Hypatia Press still has plenty to sell.

I'm waiting for the slip-cased edition.  Which is still being assembled.
So there are at least 50 not handed out yet.  And plenty more of the
standard leather edition.  Contact Hypatia Press and buy the book.  Let's
not start any rumors that the book is out of print, until Al says it IS out
of print.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 23:32:02 GMT
From: mkellis@hoshi.colorado.edu (Mike Ellis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Seeker's Mask_ by P.C.Hodgell (Long) MAJOR SPOILERS

Dani Zweig (dani@netcom.com) wrote:
> schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu (Christina Schulman):
>>Major, major spoilers follow - you've been warned!

>>[Ganth was always several fries short of a Happy Meal.]  
>
> Nicely put! :-) Though, to be fair, he did finally end up with people who
> were willing to make a meal of him on his own merits.

Actually, what *I* would like to know is what is Ganth's current status.
Is he still alive, dead in that way that only characters in Hodgell books
can be, or really *dead* and that little voice in Tori's head is just his
subconscious working overtime.  From what we've already seen, I'd have to
say Ganth's dead, but he doesn't much like it, and he wouldn't mind seeing
Tori go just as crazy as he (probably by eating his own fries, and Jame's
to boot).

> (When you think about it, she's accumulating an incredible arsenal.
> Aside from her innate and not-inconsiderable talents, she has a knife
> that can kill, rot, or cut anything, a book of impossibly powerful
> spells, a rathorn which (once she gets around to binding it) will win any
> cavalry battle she attends single-footedly (though her own side's mounts
> won't be in great shape either), a couple of truly alarming relatives,
> thieves' skills (including the ability to walk on air, if enough people
> clap), the attention of the Arrin-ken, political power (and enough Shanir
> blood backing it up to bind about two thousand Kendar at need)...  If she
> could only embroider worth a damn.)

The flip side to all of this is that Jame's arsenal is just as likely to
kill *her* as it is to aid her.  She's nearly died by the knife several
times, almost killed herself with the book just as often, the rathorn would
like to skewer her, Bane would no doubt do her serious mischief if given
half a chance, and once everyone realizes that she's Shanir they'll
probably try to lock her up for the rest of her natural born life.  That is
if Tori doesn't beat them to it.

Not to mention that for all the Arrin-ken that want her around, there's
more than a couple who *don't*.  Permanently.  For her own good she should
probably stick to embroidery. With her claws she could probably get good
enough to dispense with the needles.  :-)

>>Bane guarding the Objects of Power with only a multitude of bugs for
>>company
>
> The problem with Ashe's grizzly plan for keeping Bane happy is that only
> she and Jame know where to look, and Jame isn't likely to tell.  Can we
> assume that Ashe is going to be gossiping to people she doesn't much
> like?

Well, Ashe *is* a poet and a balladeer, even if she is a rather dead one.
She'll probably come up with something suitably cryptically obvious about
treasures buried at the foot of Mt. Alban, which should entice no end of
ambitious and/or stupid people to come and 'interview' with Bane.

I believe that Ashe still has the domain of the 'Lawful Lie', so she can be
pardoned if she leaves out little things like running into him when she
distributes the tale.

One of the reasons I love Hodgell's writings is that at the center of them
is a very deep, almost gleeful sense of macabre humor.  Certainly Jame
seems to get the joke. The question is, does anyone else?

Michael K. Ellis
mkellis@hoshi.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 20:20:49 GMT
From: erica@cc.gatech.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lost Manuscript....AGAIN???

Heard on CNN a few minutes ago: Tolkien's executor unearthed an unpublished
manuscript - not a note collection like the Simarillion but rather an
unfinished novel about Bilbo's parents.  (I assume they meant Bilbo's
parents when they referred to the parents of the hero of the fantasy novel
"The Hobbit").  The reporter guy joked that this could be called "The Lord
of the Other Ring" but that sounds like a pretty stupid title when the ring
doesn't (won't) even enter the storyline until Bilbo finds it in the
Hobbit.  Anyway, it's supposed to have a lot of Christian values and be a
lot closer to Leaf by Niggle than fantasy stuff.
 
You know for a dead guy, this Tolkien fellow is pretty prolific.  (Up there
with L. Ron Hubbard).
 
Erica Sadun
erica@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 07:24:22 GMT
From: aivey@mailer.fsu.edu (Ann Ivey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hell or Lucifer in Literature

Could anyone please send me information on any books or short stories with
Hell as the setting and/or Lucifer as a character?  I have all the
biggies... Milton, Dante, Goethe, Kingsley Amis.  Please send any
suggestions to: brig@freenet.scri.fsu.edu and not to the address in the
header, please.  Thank you.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA26098; Tue, 8 Feb 94 12:44:28 EST
Date: Tue, 8 Feb 94 12:44:28 EST
Message-Id: <9402081744.AA26098@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #82
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 8 Feb 94 12:44:28 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #82
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Tuesday, 8 Feb 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 82

Today's Topics:

	 Books - McCaffrey (2 msgs) & Sargent & Spinrad (3 msgs) &
                 Steakley (6 msgs) & Stephenson (3 msgs) &
                 Tyers & Wilson (2 msgs) & New Books

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 21:51:27 GMT
From: lbm@avs.com (Linda B. Merims)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Pern

I liked them progressively less as time went on.

I loved the first two.  Then, McCaffrey created a hold-based branch in the
story.  I didn't care for _Dragonsong(singer?)_ or _Dragondrums_ at all.
They read like juveniles.  Then, she went back to the main thread with _The
White Dragon_.  I thought it was pretty good, particularly the implication
that dragons were still evolving according to some long-lost genetic
engineering plan, and Ruth was the result.  But overall I was beginning to
lose interest in Pern, it's politics, and the characters.  It was becoming
too much like an intermidably dragged out soap opera and it wasn't worth
wading through the subplots to discover the main revelations.  Indeed, I
had tired of it to the extent that I havn't even bothered to read anything
published since _The White Dragon_.  I'd probably only pick it up again if
she ever writes a finale - they go to the Red Star and destroy it.  The
End.

It is interesting that the Dragonriders of Pern series usually shows up on
lists of books to read for horse lovers.  The relationship between rider
and dragon is very much an idealized version of the relationship between
horse and caretaker.

Linda B. Merims
Waltham, MA

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 22:06:59 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Pern

lbm@avs.com "Linda B. Merims" writes:
>I loved the first two.  Then, McCaffrey created a hold-based branch in the
>story.  I didn't care for _Dragonsong(singer?)_ or _Dragondrums_ at all.
>They read like juveniles.  

Er, there was a good reason for that.  She wrote them *as* juveniles!

>I'd probably only pick it up again if she ever writes a finale - they go
>to the Red Star and destroy it.  The End.

Spoiler alert!

She has written it - it's called All The Weyrs Of Pern...

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 21:42:12 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Retrograde Reviews--Pamela Sargent: The Sudden Star [spoilers]

[Welcome to Retrograde Reviews.  Books reviewed under this heading will be
ones that are a few years old, but that I read recently anyway because, for
the most part, I wasn't reading SF when they came out.  Most of queue
consists of these books, although my pre-Hugo reading will be taking things
up for a while.  I may dig out some of my older ones, though.  Stay
tuned...]

This is the first Sargent I've read.  It won't be my last, but only because
I harbour a vague curiosity about _Venus of Dreams_.

The book seems more aimed at depicting a dystopic future world than
advancing any kind of plot.  Thus, we have doctors forbidden to treat
hereditary diseases in hopes that they'll die out, a group trying to keep
technological knowledge alive but dying from the inside, cities trying very
hard to keep out the poor, etc..  We also have a disease, causing eventual
psychosis in most who contract it.

Our main characters are a doctor cast out of his home city for illegally
treating diabetes and a young prostitute who stays with him for lack of a
better alternative; neither of them are particularly sympathetic, and they
are sometimes downright scummy.

Most of the book is spent watching them wander from New York down to Miami,
in very episodic chunks.  In Miami, the plot starts to develop slightly,
but then they have to flee again...  There is a small resolution of sorts
at the end; the rest of the plot threads have died away.

Perhaps I'm being unkind, but I kept waiting for the book to grab me, and
it did so very rarely.  I'll have to hope that Sargent has done better
elsewhere, else I won't bother looking for anything else by her.

Overall rating: 6/10.

Author:     Sargent, Pamela
Title:      The Sudden Star
Publisher:  Fawcett Gold Medal
City:       New York
Date:       Copyright 1979
Order Info: ISBN 0-449-14114-4
Pages:      285 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US$1.95

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 08:34:40 GMT
From: emerson@cs.utexas.edu (E. Allen Emerson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Spinrad, _Down in Flames_ ?

I recollect reading somewhere that Norman Spinrad is preparing/editing
_Down in Flames_, evidently an anthology where various authors destroy
their universes.  It seems to be inspired by a conversation between Spinrad
and Niven, where Spinrad asked Niven: Why not write a story destroying
Known Space? An outline, also called "Down in Flames" of Niven's response
appears in _N-space_.  Assumptions include: Beowulf Shaeffer never went to
the galatic core and the 2nd Quantum hyperdrive is a hoax, as is the core
explosion. Kzinti are not necessarily what they seem.

It is really a beautiful deconstruction.

Does anyone know the status of Spinrad's project, which would presumably
include the elaboration of Niven's "Down in Flames"?

E. Allen Emerson

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 18:58:21 GMT
From: leifmk@nova.pvv.unit.no (Leif Magnar Kj|nn|y)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Spinrad, _Down in Flames_ ?

Sarah Keill <dcs@neutron.chem.yale.edu> wrote:
>E. Allen Emerson (emerson@cs.utexas.edu) wrote:
>>[Down in Flames] is really a beautiful deconstruction.
>
>Deconstruction?

Aye.  At least, Niven's outline for the story (as seen in one of those
collections of miscellany that came out recently, either _N-Space_ or
_Playgrounds of the Mind_, don't remember which one) is a "beautiful
deconstruction."  Of course, it will never get written as outlined there
(or at least it shouldn't), because it was made woefully out of date, and
badly contradicted, by the appearance of _Ringworld_ and _Ringworld
Engineers_.

Basically (without spoiling things too much), the story outline includes a
near-total upside-down-turning of Known Space, where it turns out that a
large number of things are not what they seem (in fact, they're a lot more
frightening); much of what is "known" about the history of Known Space and
the races that dwell there is fabricated and false evidence; even some
*races* are entirely fake.  It all ends in a large-scale apocalyptic
interstellar war, which may or may not leave any survivors.  Furthermore,
it is all done up to match (or else explain why not) all previous stories.

leifmk@kari.fm.unit.no

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 13:14:06 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Spinrad, _Down in Flames_ ?

emerson@cs.utexas.edu (E. Allen Emerson) writes:
>Does anyone know the status of Spinrad's project, which would presumably
>include the elaboration of Niven's "Down in Flames"?

I'm the editor who bought it, and the last I heard, it was Coming Along.
My general policy with books like this is that I'd rather have them good
than soon.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 02:40:37 GMT
From: carot901@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu (Carothers Jason)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John Steakley

I was wondering if anyone else besides me has heard of John Steakley.  His
most notable book I know about is _ARMOR_.  If anyone knows if he has
written any new books, could they post the titles?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 16:06:46 GMT
From: landin@cherokee.nsuok.edu (Mark Landin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Steakley

I saw another Steakley book called _Vampire$_, and the main characters were
called, get this, Jack Crow and Felix! Go figure. That *must* be
intentional, but...

Anyway, I foolishly did not buy it. Now I wish I had. I have only seen it
once. If it's written anything like _ARMOR_, I've really screwed up!

Good luck. Let me know if you find it and like it.

Mark C. Landin
Northeastern St. Univ
Tahlequah, OK
landin@cherokee.nsuok.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 09:51:09 GMT
From: jaf2@ra.msstate.edu (John A. Ferretti)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Steakley

ARMOUR has to be one of my favorite books of all time! and yes Vampire$ is
a good book as well, if you like vampires (me being a BIG Anne Rice fan) it
helps you get into it even more!!!

Hope you can find it.

John

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 22:06:00 GMT
From: rabeard@utkvx.utcc.utk.edu (NIGHT)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Steakley

I have both of them.  Very different, but I liked them both.  Vampire$
isn't written like Armor, but it is good.  Basic plot is a group of people
who are paid to exterminate vampires in real world setting.  Of course they
get accused of setting up hoaxes and such.  Being good at what they do
draws attention, and the rest might spoil the book for you.

Allen Beard
Rabeard@utkvx.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 14:29:53 GMT
From: media!irscscm!dcosner@uunet.uu.net (Dianne Cosner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Steakley

>I saw another Steakley book called _Vampire$_, and the main characters
>were called, get this, Jack Crow and Felix! Go figure. That *must* be
>intentional, but...

We have both books, they are both very good.  The characters Jack Crow and
Felix are not the same characters, just the same names.  If you liked
_Armor_ you should read, _StarShip Troopers_ by Heinlein, and the _Chthorr_
series by David Gerrold.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 16:26:50 GMT
From: jefft@watson.ibm.com (Jeff Tang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Steakley

In the Foreword, Steakley notes something like, "This Jack Crow is no other
Jack Crow.  This Felix is no other Felix".

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 05:21:29 GMT
From: JEK133@psuvm.psu.edu (Josh Kaderlan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: "Snow Crash" by Neil Stephenson

cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker) says:
>Actually, I have a dissenting opinion.  I didn't like __Snow Crash__ that
>much but the first few chapters, IMO were not that exciting (fast paced
>but not really that interesting).  I liked the last 150 pages or so much
>better.  At least by that point the book and the Protagonist :) have a
>goal.  Overall, I agree with the first post on this thread.  Snow Crash
>was... average.

Unbeliever!  How can you say that SC was *average*?!  At any rate you and I
obviously have different standards.  The thing I loved about SC was the
sheer chutzpah of Stephenson's writing, and the first scene is probably the
best part of the book from a chutzpah standpoint.  Although there is
something to be said for Hiro's escape from the rednecks: "After that, it's
nothing but a chase scene."  Gotta love it (or not, as the case may be).
As for the book not having a point, I disagree; the point was to entertain,
and IMHO it did that, with a skill paralleled in few other books I've read.
YMMV.

Josh

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 18:56:30 GMT
From: G.L.Eden@newcastle.ac.uk (G.L. Eden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: "Snow Crash" by Neil Stephenson

hurh@fnal.fnal.gov (Patrick Hurh) writes:
> I thought it got the reader (at least it got me) to re-examine William
> Burroughs' views on language as a virus... linguistics as a programming
> technique.  It's not a new concept, but Stephenson brings it to the fore
> and made _me_ think about it... for quite some time.  Understanding that
> society actually programs human brains and linguistics is the 'assembly
> language' is something that is not generally something that most people
> tend to think about.  _Snow Crash_ did it for me... could do it for you.

Well, maybe *anything* else was a bit of an exaggeration. Yes, I got all
the language as a virus bit. It was a particularly hot topic because the
previous night Richard Dawkins (author of Selfish Gene and top talking head
scientist) had just spent 20 minutes on the Late Show (arts prog in UK)
proposing this idea i.e. language=virus.

Actually the only slight weak point of the book for me, was that Stephenson
laboured over this point a bit too much.

Greg Eden
Physics Department
Herschel Building
University of Newcastle
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7RU, England
g.l.eden@ncl.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 08:38:46 GMT
From: bkoike@sdcc5.ucsd.edu (Bryce Koike)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: ""Snow Crash"" by Neil Stephenson

At the first read, I thought that Snow Crash was fairly whimsical,
unusually funny (I've read a lot of supposedly hilarious SF and Fantasy,
enjoyed it, but never laughed once), but without much content.  Second time
around I caught some things that I missed.  Third time around I was a bit
more interested.  While the humor was good, I was a bit glad that it
deviated later.  If the jokes continued coming as hard as they did in the
first chapter, I doubt that the novel could have held my interest even half
as long.

I'm not saying that this is the book of the year, or the most important
reading I've done this year, but there's more to it than just light humor,
which is more than can be said about most comedic fantasy and science
fiction.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 17:43:07 GMT
From: Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.compaq.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: STAR WARS: THE TRUCE AT BAKURA, by Kathy Tyers

I can sum up my feelings about this, the latest Star Wars hardcover from
Bantam, in six words:

This should have been a paperback.

If this had been released as a paperback, I wouldn't have had any problem
with the narrow scope of the story, or the lack of significance of the
story, or the simplistic characterizations of the main characters.  "Oh
well, it's just a paperback book," I could have said.  Both Foster's
SPLINTER OF THE MIND'S EYE and Daley's HAN SOLO trilogy were better written
and more significant than this book, and both of those efforts began as
paperbacks (I think....)

Some specific gripes:

  Does Han Solo ALWAYS have to call Threepio "Goldenrod?"  I don't think
  so.

  Threepio is not THIS bad.  Tyers portrays the droid as a blithering
  idiot, with everyone wanting to turn him off at the first opportunity.

  Leia's reconcilliation with Vader/Annakin is just left hanging.

  Han and Leia SQUABBLING?  I don't think so.

  For all the good they did, Han, Leia, Chewie, and the 'droids could have
  stayed home.  Oh, except that they did manange to rescue Luke at the end
  with the Falcon (like they did at Bespin) AFTER he'd turned away the bad
  guys single-handedly.

Before this gets too negative, I just want to re-iterate: if this had been
a paperback, none of this stuff would have bothered me a lot.  Because in
spite of all this, it was an enjoyable read.  At least as good as some of
those Star Trek paperbacks out there.  But, following Timothy Zahn's
excellent Star Wars trilogy (excuse me, "three book cycle"), my
expectations for TRUCE were just too high.

I'd grade THE TRUCE AT BAKURA a C+.

Erich Hurst
Compaq Computer Corporation
Houston, Texas

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 20:44:44 GMT
From: kvyverma@vnet3.vub.ac.be
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: R.A. Wilson & M. Shea

I recently saw a new (British) edition of the _Illuminatus_ trilogy (in one
volume) by Wilson and Shea. I remember reading the _Schrodinger's Cat_
trilogy a couple of years ago, which was great fun. Remarks about
_Illuminatus_, anyone? Is it as hilarious as _S'sC_? And, by the way, I
would appreciate suggestions for other titles, either by Wilson or by
Shea...

Thanks.

Koen Vyverman
Astrophysical Institute
Brussels Free University

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 09:50:55 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: R.A. Wilson & M. Shea

I haven't read SC, but I loved the ILLUMINATUS trilogy.  I first tried to
read it as a freshman in college, got through the first book, and didn't
understand any of it.  Then 10 years later I read the whole trilogy and
loved it, though I was worried that I now understood it :) It strongly goes
after conspiracy theories, and should please anyone amused at Kennedy
Assassination buffs and their elaborate goings on.  I describe it as being
the literary equivalent of an acid trip.

Wilson wrote several other Illuminati books without Shea, mainly supposed
"serious" books as opposed to novels, such as MASKS OF THE ILLUMINATI.  I
recommend you take it all as fictional entertainment.

To discover what started the whole Illuminati phenomenon, check out THE
PRINCIPIA DISCORDIA, OR HOW I LEARNED TO LOVE THE GODDESS AND WHAT SHE DID
WHEN SHE FOUND ME.  It is available in select bookstores or by mail from
Lampoonics Limited Press.

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 07:42:56 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: out this week in the USA

Just out:

Small Gods, Terry Pratchett, Harper Collins (hb)
 Brutha is the Chosen One of the Great God Om, who's currently in the shape
 of a tortoise, but can't quite remember why... More Discworld, in
 hardback.
The Witch Doctor, Christopher Stasheff, Del Rey/Ballantine (hb)
 Saul Bremener, Matt Mantrell's friend, finds the scrap of parchment...
 A Wizard In Rhyme part III
Shadow of the Well of Souls, Jack L. Chalker, Del Rey SF (tpb)
 Part two of the new series.

ObGripe: The page facing the title page in Small Gods has "By the same
author" books listed, among which is Eric (Discworld, w/Josh Kirby). If
Harper Collins is going to list it, Harper Collins can bloody well make it
available for those of us in the USA who are tired of only reading about it
in the alt.fan.pratchett FAQ... Also listed: The Unadulterated Cat (with
Gray Joliffe; not Discworld).

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		      Television - Babylon 5 (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 23:27:08 GMT
From: IO21173@maine.maine.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 Impressions (no spoilers)

dss2k@poe (David S. Strauss) writes:
>Oh, you mean the models that can't portray any resemblance of real space
>travel ...

The most realistic portrayal of space travel I've ever seen was in the
movie 2001:A SPACE ODYSSEY, at least as far as how space craft move, and
that, my friends, was done entirely with models, long before
computer-controled motion control.

BABYLON 5 has another strike against it.  What do you hear during the space
shots, especially the dog fights?  Engines revving, blasters firing.  This
is inherently UNREALISTIC BECAUSE THERE IS NO SOUND IN SPACE.  So much for
that idea.

The TNG/DS9 producers had considered using computer graphics when they were
planning TNG, and decided against it, opting to realize the Enterprise with
models.  Even then, much of the matte paintings and animation (phaser
blasts) are realized using an electronic system.  DS9's wormhole, both the
entrance and the interior, are done enitrely as computer graphics.  I think
what has happened is the state of the art is much more advanced than it was
in 1987, so high quality computer graphics are available to TV producers
with their limited budgets.  B5, SPACE RANGERS, and SEAQUEST DSV are three
shows using computer graphics instead of miniatures.  Even then, computer
graphics still don't look 100% life-like; this may be why we have never
seen a shot of the SEAQUEST surfacing.

> ... and are limited to the same stock footage per episode ...

You may very well see that in BABYLON 5, even though it is easier for them
to produce new shots.  Think about it: every single FX shot costs so many
thousands of dollars to create, and you don't have a lot of money per
episode anyway - even if it's $1 million/episode, it still doesn't go very
far.  Most of the shots of the Babylon station are establishing shots.  Are
you going to create a brand new one each and every time the script says
EXT. BABYLON 5 (ESTABLISHING), which adds up to a lot of shots, or will you
create a small library of establishing shots, and use your FX money on the
new material you need for each episode?  I'd say, create the library.
SEAQUEST has a big budget and uses computer graphics ... and I've already
seen shots of the ship re-used.

>Go back and watch "The Naked Now" ... and say with a straight face TNG had
>better writing and acting in the first episode ...

Go back to the DS9 pilot, "Emissary," and tell me the writers didn't have
their act together in that one!  Yes, TNG had problems with writing in
season 1, but I think most people agree those problems have long since been
cleared up.  Certainly, a new TNG or DS9 episode, from this season, has
excellent writing and acting.

There's one more factor in TNG's early stiffness.  The show received a lot
of media attention, so during those episodes, there weren't just the film
crew, but God Only Knows how many journalists and photographers on the
other side of the camera, too.  Wouldn't that make you a bit nervous?

Babylon 5 has been called the "STAR TREK grudge show", and I wonder if
that's not true for viewers as well: we'll blast TREK at every opportunity.

I'm willing to watch BABYLON-5 and give it a shot.  But I'm going to
continue to watch both STAR TREK series.  After all, they are just tv
shows.  And (yes, I am a hypocrite for saying this), we shouldn't get to
engaged over which is better if they're all good.

And they are.

Mike Gallagher

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 09:10:27 GMT
From: mikel@netlink.nix.com (Mike Lemons)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5: Babble On (Midnight)

I timed the length of the action scenes.  The first one was 20 seconds and
the last one was 80 seconds.  The rest of the show consisted of the actors
standing around talking about it.  They seemed rather pleased with so many
lines.  It was like watching a Hamlet play.  It was tedious.

Everyone has been complimenting the special effects and adherence to
Newton's laws in the final space battle.  I was disappointed with the cold,
sterile mood.  I never once felt that the good guys were in any danger or
would fail to protect the transport.  (Due in part to the Raider's habit of
holding fire while the good guys spun around and got a bead on them.)
Victory is not so sweet when there is never any chance of defeat.

The final space battle should not have been sufficient to resolve the whole
conflict.  So a Narn advisor was captured off camera.  Why would this make
the Earth support sanctions or the Centauri not desire war?

>It's not like Midnight was "MANTIS" or "VIPER"

Good point.  The worst B5 episode will smell like a rose when compared to
the best episode of "MANTIS" or "VIPER".

The original Star Trek was intended to be a "Rawhide in Space."  I think
that Babylon 5 is intended to be a "General Hospital in Space."

Mike Lemons
INTERNET:  mikel@netlink.nix.com
UUCP:   ...!ryptyde!netlink!mikel

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 05:40:18 GMT
From: IO21173@maine.maine.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 Impressions (no spoilers)

I just had a thought about why so many viewers, including me, had trouble
getting involved with "Midnight:" we were expecting something different.

The STAR TREK series' are best described as "Space Westerns."  The original
show was sold as "WAGON TRAIN to the stars;" DS9 has been compared to
GUNSMOKE.  Think about the classic western town, with its saloon, sheriff,
a fort, and other conventions, and you realize DS9 is a western town in
space.  Saloon = Quark's, Sheriff = Odo, Doc = Bashir, Fort/Calvalry =
Starfleet presence.  Clear?  And what genre does the western belong to?
ACTION/ADVENTURE!

Now, what's BABYLON 5 billed as?  HILL STREET BLUES in space.  What kind of
show is that?  As I understand it, it's a DRAMA.  DRAMAS can be very
different from ACTION shows, and therein lies the problem.  A number of
viewers, including me, tuned in expectin, consciously or otherwise, an
action show ... and we got something else altogether.  So, the problems we
had getting into it basically amounted to a part of our brains going "What
the **** is this ****!?"  If we'd expected drama from the beginning, that
would not have happened in the first place.

And all without that much of a comparison to DS9 ... which, it seems isn't
valid to make.  Beyond the obvious parallel (which isn't unusual in
Hollywood, so why's everyone making a big deal about it?) they really are
very different.  As different as an apple and an orange, as different as a
western frontier town is from a modern major city.  It's not valid to
compare them.

Mike Gallagher

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 17:17:31 GMT
From: newton@indial1.io.com (Thomas Newton Bagwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 Impressions (no spoilers)

colin roald (colin@callisto.pas.rochester.edu) wrote:
>well, I don't think these are spoilers, but your mileage may vary.

>Overall, thumbs up.  the most serious problem remaining is the dialogue,
>which still needs a lot of work, and Sinclair needs to relax (both the
>actor and the character - who seems almost painfully macho). Garibaldi
>could use a bit of loosening up, too (the elevator scene had me wincing.)
>everyone else was excellent, particularly G'Kar.

I think a lot of that will come when the actors get more comfortable with
their roles.  Remember also, that we haven't seen Sinclair interact yet
except in his official capacity.  Actually, I liked the elevator
scene...real life is like that sometimes.

>the plot wasn't bad, though i thought it was wrapped up a little too
>quickly and too neatly. I'd like to see more carry over from episode to
>episode.

My understanding is that a lot will carry over from episode to episode.  I
particularly liked the way Sinclair was able to avoid the council meeting
and follow up on his idea about Narn involvement at the same time.  It got
wrapped up in the last 15 minutes, or about the final third, which didn't
strike me as too quickly.

> Other nits include the matte painting from hell in the Garden scene, and
>Kosh, who is inscrutable to the point of complete impenetrability.

Don't forget that apart from the garden, with the high bushes, you weren't
seeing any part of the terrain nearby.  It was all quite a distance off.
They do need to work on that some more, though.

>That said, i'm more than prepared to let the actors work into their roles,
>because the fundamentals were *solid*.

Absolutely.

>FX: Models are dead.  the zooms, the camera angles, the *motion*...  i'll
>never be able to look at a model just hanging there in quite the same way.
>the searchlights, the battle scene were like nothing ever seen before, on
>tv or in the movies.

Exactly.  I watched ST:TNG just afterwards (which I also greatly enjoy),
and I kept imagining how much better it would work if they were to take the
same approach.  Maybe they will in ST:Voyager.

>Physics: wonderful.  I am so *happy*...  I've watched the 'Fury pivot and
>shoot seven or eight times, because it's so *cool*.  and the 'Fury just
>hanging beside the freighter - perfect!

I also liked the fact that in the combat scenes they gave no preference to
any given perspective.  If you watched the freighter in the background you
noticed that it was likely to be at almost any sort of random angle with
respect to the maneuvering fighters.  No sticking to a 2-d plane.

Early reports say the next episode is better.

Tom Bagwell

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 05:29:48 GMT
From: gwangung@u.washington.edu (just another theatre geek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 PERFORMANCE PROGNOSIS: SOUL HUNTER

SPOILER

Sigh. What another wretched episode... NOT!!!!

   From opening scenes to ending scene, SOUL HUNTER had almost everything
that THE GATHERING and MIDNIGHT ON THE FIRING LINE lacked: taut scripting,
intelligence on the part of the characters, a sustained sense of alien
culture, an admirable ambiguity on morality and believable
characterization, decent foreshadowing that was in service to the plot and
much, much more.

   The plusses: A much leaner script, with scenes building nicely, making
their point and getting over with.

   + A real sense of creepiness surrounding the Soul Hunters. And a double
plus for the reversal of perceptions with the introduction of the second
one.

   + Characterization of the humans en passant, as the script hurtled to
its ordained end. Particular kudos to the Garabaldi scene with Sinclair as
they met the second Soul Hunter (a tweak, I think, to all those
Riker/Picard scenes) and the Ivanova funeral scene, where Christian's
woodeness is used to good effect.

   + The new doctor. Little was seen, but what there was gives me hope for
a fun character. He and Garibaldi oughta get along (or, if not, we should
see an entertaining reason why not).

   + Sinclair and Garibaldi act intelligently, not necessarily taking
things at face value, but not dismissing them out of hand, either.

   + Direction of the action scenes. Nicely dynamic, nicely edited.

   + Foreshadowing. Verrry nicely placed as the most obvious ones were
integral to the main plot (and I think others were planted as well, but I
have less problems with THIS unobstrusivenss, as our attention is obviously
distracted with the more flagrant ones).

   The minuses:
   - Direction of exposition scenes. Fairly static, with not a whole lot of
imagination (except for the second interrogation of the first Soul Hunter;
nice touch to have his breath fog the glass).

   - A shade too much techno-babble ("Isolab"? Ahhh...no, guys....).

   - Michael O'Hare and Claudia Christian are not entirely comfortable with
their roles. Better than MIDNIGHT, but they still have to find their handle
on the characters (though it looks like that if they're given good enough
material, they'll rise to the occasion).

   Overall, the plusses FAR outweight the minuses. If all the remaining
shows are like this, I'll be a VERY happy camper. On a scale of 4.0, I'd
give this a 3.4...

Roger Tang
gwangung@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 03:58:15 GMT
From: IO21173@maine.maine.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 Impressions (no spoilers)

I just saw the second episode, the one with W. Morgan Shepard as the Soul
Thief, and it was indeed much better than "Midnight" ...

... and I can tell you why.

Basically, in "Midnight," neither the space station nor our regulars were
in any direct danger; the danger was far away, on Ragesh 3 and on
transports.  The writers tried to correct this by having Londo's nephew on
Ragesh, but since (a) we'd never met him before, and (b) viewers who, like
me, hadn't seen "The Gathering," didn't know Londo before, it didn't really
work.  Having 500 unseen men women and children on that transport at the
end was another attempt to get us engaged.  That didn't work either.  The
second episode went right after one of our main characters, and even at the
very beginning - hey, you think I'm going to spill the beans to someone who
hasn't seen it?

I still have complaints, though, about the writing and acting.  Garibaldi
remains the only Earth Alliance officer who has an interesting personality;
everyone else is basically ... there.  Their new doctor doesn't seem to
have many traits beyond his professional judgement.  And the show remains
disturbingly humorless; there's interaction, but nothing even close to
funny, much less potentially hilarious.

The good news is, the second episode did keep me on the edge of my seat in
precisely the same way the first episode did not.  There's hope.

Mike Gallagher

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 05:44:52 GMT
From: khaight@netcom.com (Kyle Haight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Soul Hunter -- Impressions (SPOILERS)

Ok, I just finished watching Soul Hunter, and here are a few quick
impressions.  I'd guess there will be SPOILERS below, so consider yourself
warned.

Very impressive.  Some people have been saying that Soul Hunter wasn't
science fiction, but I have to disagree.  It was pretty close to the edge,
but I didn't see anything that I thought couldn't be explained by a
low-octane application of Clarke's Law.  The main subject of debate seemed
to be whether or not the information matrix that composed personality
continued to exist naturally past death, or if it could only do so with
technological help.  I would classify Delenn's belief in an afterlife as
religious, but nothing says you can't have characters in SF with religious
beliefs.

One thing that struck me about the Soul Hunter itself was how _alien_ it
seemed.  I firmly expect to read many posts from people charging that the
Soul Hunter was "just another human being with a funny forehead," but I
think those people will be missing the point.  The thing seemed to be
working from an alien psychology.  It was _weird_.  Compare it to most
other TV aliens, who tend to act like human beings with funny foreheads.
The Soul Hunter acted like something alien, with a funny forehead.  Kudos.

I liked the new doctor.  Didn't that actor once have a role on the soap
opera _Days of Our Lives_ as a doctor of some kind?  Regardless, I thought
his performance was quite good, perhaps the smoothest of the human cast
outside of Garibaldi.  Sinclair seemed a little looser than in Midnight,
but not much.  I'm very much looking forward to an episode where Sinclair
gets a chance to play something out of "command mode."

A final comment on the supposed "instability" of the Soul Hunter, that led
it to try causing deaths instead of waiting for them.  This argument
reminded me strongly of a short passage from Orson Scott Card's _Speaker
for the Dead_:

   "And look at what they did to *him*!"

   "Yes, lets look what they did to him.  They put him to death.  Exactly
the way they put to death their own most honored citizens.  Shouldn't that
have told us something?"

   "It told us that they're dangerous and have no conscience," said the
Bishop.

   "It told us that death means something completely different to them.  If
you really believed that someone was perfect in heart, Bishop, so righteous
that to live another day could only cause them to be less perfect, then
wouldn't it be a good thing for them if they were killed and taken directly
into Heaven?"

The Soul Hunter's "aberration" was rigorously logical, it just violated
other social standards held by his species.  I liked that.  Incidentally,
the comparison to _Speaker for the Dead_ should be taken as highly
complimentary.  For me, that book is one of the handful that defines the
highest potentials of the SF genre.

I'm sure I'll think of more after I go back and watch the episode again,
but for now I'll just close by saying that I can't think of anything I've
seen on TV before that was really that much like that.  It does leave you
thinking.

Kyle Haight
khaight@netcom.com
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	      Television - M.A.N.T.I.S. & SeaQuest (7 msgs) &
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Date: 7 Feb 94 17:36:12 GMT
From: foxnet@delphi.com (Charles Kennedy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Thanks for M.A.N.T.I.S. feedback - FOXNET

Thanks to all who wrote in (about 150 messages) regarding what FOX should
do with the MANTIS project. Reaction was fairly split between making it a
series and making it a series of movies. Many of you cited executional
problems with the pilot but thought it still had potential.  I'll post word
once FOX makes a decision - your input was very helpful.

Charles Kenendy
V.P. - Program Research
FOX Broadcasting Company.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 13:36:04 GMT
From: David.A.Markham@dartmouth.edu (David A. Markham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SeaQuest 2/6

I thought this episode was overall one of the best developed. I especially
like the "loose" attitude that seemed to permeate the crew... the doctor
walking onto the bridge with jeans and Krieg running onto the bridge during
the alert without his uniform! The plot was a believable one, and even the
ending made sense. I thought the opening, before the theme plays, was well
construed and helped make the plot believable. Any opinions?... and I know
there are....  8 )

Dave

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 13:52:18 GMT
From: drh4@po.cwru.edu (Dawn R. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest 2/6/94--Bridger and Lucas

   I thought yesterday's episode of seaQuest was great!! It was an
interesting conflict of interests for Bridger. But the thing I liked the
most about the entire thing was the emphasis it put on the relationship
that has been developing between Bridger and Lucas. It has been evident in
several of the episodes that the captain is starting to care about this kid
he's been stuck with, and that Lucas respects Bridger and looks to him for
advice and maybe as the parental role that is decidedly lacking in his
life. But in this episode they come right out and say it. For me that was
the highlight of the episode. Okay, I'm a sap! Maybe it's because my father
took off without a word 12 years ago and I've lacked a father figure for
quite some time now. Who knows? But I do know that I've been annoyed with
TNG for years for pussyfooting around the father-son thing between Wesley
and Picard. It was kind of nice to see it acknowledged on seaQuest.

   I also liked Krieg's comment to Lucas while he was still a stowaway,
about Lucas being a part of the crew of the ship (and not just some
annoying kid hanging around).

   Although, I do have one question: Now, if Ford didn't send in the
captain's resignation because he was no longer a captain so he couldn't
order Ford to do it, but Bridger never actually resigned because Ford
didn't send in the letter... Was Ford disobeying orders or not???????

Oh, by the way, has anyone seen the new seaQuest novel? It's called The
Ancient and it looks pretty good so far. Although, If you don't like Lucas,
you may not enjoy this one since one of the subplots is a major case of
puppy love for Lucas.

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 18:38:30 GMT
From: angelia@netcom.com (Angelia Derrick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 2/6/94--Bridger and Lucas

Dawn R. Humphrey (drh4@po.CWRU.Edu) wrote:
>Although, I do have one question: Now, if Ford didn't send in the
>captain's resignation because he was no longer a captain so he couldn't
>order Ford to do it, but Bridger never actually resigned because Ford
>didn't send in the letter... Was Ford disobeying orders or not???????

Well, officially when he wrote the letter he was not the captain. So any
orders he gave to the crew after he wrote the letter, were not official. So
Ford was not disobeying orders when he didn't send in the letter.

Angelia

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 21:01:48 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 2/6/94--Bridger and Lucas

angelia@netcom.com (Angelia Derrick) writes:
>Well, officially) when he wrote the letter he was not the captain. So any
>orders he gave to the crew after he wrote the letter, were not official.
>So Ford was not disobeying orders when he didin't send in the letter.

If he wasn't captain when he wrote the letter, then he also wasn't captain
when he came back, was he?  And even though Ford was acting captain, I
doubt that gives him the authority to reinstate Bridger after he has
resigned.

Personally, I doubt that the mere act of writing a letter of resignation
equates to the act of resigning, as Ford claims.  I find it difficult to
believe that regulations would be set up to work that way.  What if a
significant period of time (days, weeks, YEARS?) elapses between the
writing of such a letter and the delivery of it?  That could create a royal
mess of things (especially if, say, the crew is never told about it).

I could believe that when Bridger told Ford he was resigning, it was
effective, but by that time he had already given out his order.  I would be
more willing to bet, though, that until UEO received the letter, Bridger
was still the captain.  Anyone know what the rules are in the US Navy?

Sounds to me like a case of bending the likely rules to make for a better
story.  But in any case I agree with the previous posters who felt this was
one of the best episodes yet.  Although the promos claimed that Max was one
of Bridger's best friends, it didn't seem like much was made of that in the
actual show.  It's implied, of course, by the fact that Bridger spoke at
his funeral, but the one thing I was left wondering after it was over is
what their relationship was.  Did I miss something, or was it just not
explained?

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 18:44:19 GMT
From: angelia@netcom.com (Angelia Derrick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest 2/6 - Krieg and Food

I have to say my favorite part of the whole episode was when Krieg, Ortiz,
Ford, and (I can't remember his name) whre in the lunch room and Krieg was
ranting and raving about the fake food. I was laughing sooo hard.  "This is
the perfect orange..." I could watch that scene over and over.  And each
product was just as funny, he ranted about the oranges, the eggs, and the
meat. That was one of the best parts of the whole episode.

Angelia

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 21:09:56 GMT
From: sallylb@netcom.com (Sally Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 2/6/94--Bridger and Lucas

drh4@po.CWRU.Edu (Dawn R. Humphrey) writes:
>I thought yesterday's episode of seaQuest was great!! It was an
>interesting conflict of interests for Bridger. But the thing I liked the
>most about the entire thing was the emphasis it put on the relationship
>that has been developing between Bridger and Lucas. It has been evident in
>several of the episodes that the captain is starting to care about this
>kid he's been stuck with,

Well, yeah, call me a sap too, but I liked it too. And I also liked, as
Dave and Angelia mentioned, the more casual dress some of the crew
had occasionally. And, hm, well, the captain and the doctor have definitely
shown where their feelings for each other lie, eh?

Krieg's rant about fake food was great, and I yelled at my roommate for
calling during his rendition of "Cheeseburger In Paradise". :-)

And, as an old "Wiseguy" fan, it was nice to see Jonathan Banks again.

Sally Smith
sallylb@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 14:24:59 GMT
From: David.A.Markham@dartmouth.edu (David A. Markham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 2/6 - Krieg and Food

angelia@netcom.com (Angelia Derrick) writes:
>I have to say my favorite part of the whole episode was when Krieg, Ortiz,
>Ford, and (I can't remember his name) were in the lunch room and Krieg was
>ranting and raving about the fake food. I was laughing sooo hard.  "This
>is the perfect orange..." I could watch that scene over and over.  And
>each product was just as funny, he ranted about the oranges, the eggs, and
>the meat. That was one of the best parts of the whole episode.

Conversation like this shows how well the character development is going!
The relationships are becoming totally believable, and things happen as if
they were "real life." Everything seemed to click on this episode!

Did anyone else see the USA Today article on SeaQuest and Jonathan Brandis?
It said that SeaQuest, though #50 or so in the Nielson ratings, is
constantly in the Top 20 for the 18-49 age group and is right at the top of
the Teenage group! Yes!

Dave

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 03:26:33 GMT
From: lalibr@isaac.its.rpi.edu (Vivs Laliberte (Scott))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People

  Well, the first new episode has come and gone... Personally, I think it
was pretty bad, even after the second viewing. (With the pilot of the
second series I liked it a lot more with further viewings)

  SPOILERS ahead:

  Good points:
  Only 2 real screams in this episode, and a few gasps... Kevin, of course,
does the screaming.
  Connie Booth, though not in the first episode, will definitely be a major
plus to the story.
  Some improved special effects, but... more in the bad points.
  The clips between episodes are from season one, not spoilers for the
current season!!!! YAY!
  I liked the bit about the Tomorrow People being the future, and that
future being one of peace... Sounded like Alpha Phi Omega doctrines to me,
but then Im a bit prejudiced on that point! =)

  Bad points:
  No explanation at all about Lisa not being around.
  
  Weak plot line so far:
      Why is Megabyte taking a train to meet Kevin?
      Why didn't he use telepathy to call him when he was late?
      Why, when he was late, did Kevin take a bike over to meet Megabyte?  
      Wy non-consistency?  When Lisa met Adam, and when she met Kevin,
they instantly knew each other. Neither Megabyte nor Adam "recognized" Ami?
      Ami's being at hospital at the right place and time are a bit 
too coincidental for me. Also her character goes from air head, to
mysterious to ...

  The Effects:
  Whomever did the stuff for the TV monitors that are being viewed by Dr
Cullex at the begining should really have read the script!  If this person
were actually watching these events, she would not have the dialogue she
does.
   They seem to have come up with a "standard" teleport effect to save
time. Both Adam and Megabyte take on the same pose for several teleports.
   Whomever did the effects isn't following the story line again when
Megabyte Ami and Adam teleport to the Mother Ship. Ami should not have had
a teleport effect, as she was carried by the other two.
   That bug that attacked Kevin, GIVE US A BREAK!

  Plot:
   Ami has a flash back about Kevin's accident. It was implied, at least,
that they needed the ship's help to do that. Precognition, well, Kevin
showed us last time that this is possible for the Tomorrow People, and
Ami's first scene shows she has some such talent.
   Ami is incorporated pretty poorly.  I mean, one minute she believes
nothing, and a few minutes later she goes teleporting off to an alien space
ship?
   C'mon, they all felt Kevin get bit right before he lost consciousness,
how braindead are Adam and Megabyte anyway?

   Aesthetics:
   Adam had a nice Australian accent in the first season, it appears to
have mostly been supplanted by a British one.
   Kevin's accent has gotten even worse.
   The new theme music is as bad as the Quantum Leap replacement!
   The showed a shot of Lisa in the commercial bumper... It's bad enough
that we have no explanation as to where she has gone, but do they have to
make it SO obvious!?
   PLEASE bring back Roger Damon Price to do these scripts!
  
  Ok, to answer some old questions:

  Kristian Schmid, Christian Tessier and Adam Pearce reprise the roles of
Adam Megabyte (Marmaduke Damon) and Kevin Wilson.  Kristen Ariza 's Lisa
is no place to be seen.  Naomie Harris joins the crew as Ami (Sanders?).

  Dr. Culex is played by Jean Marsh, and Connie Booth plays the American
good scientist who'se work has been stolen by Cullex.

  The second storyline, Monsoon Man, see's the tomorrow people battling a
crooked cereal manufacturer who plans to use a weather machine to destroy
the competitor's crops.

 (Is it just me, or do these story lines belong aimed at 10 year olds?
Again, I say, send Pressman and Cathro back to Mike and Angelo, and give us
Damon Price!!!)

  Do all British shows treat the police as total buffoons, or only the
Tomorrow People? The antics and music in this episode reminded me of the
worst parts of the Blue and the Green (With Chris and the cop!) and the
police antics in (bluch, dare I say it) A Man for Emily.

  Here's hoping it improves!  If anyone has an address for the folks in
charge, please post it, I want to request RDP be placed back on his show.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 07:36:43 GMT
From: pete@plutonium.cchem.berkeley.edu (Pete Goodeve)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tom. People: The Culex Experiment (1) impressions

msliger@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu writes:
>Well, after finally seeing the first episode, I was happy about it
>overall.
 
So was I.  The tautness was screwed up a lot higher than in last year's
series, and only one `silly adult' (the policeman) - so far (:-/).

>After Kevin was hurt, why didn't Megabyte and Adam attempt to use their
>healing powers to revive Kevin?  They bound together to try to talk
>telepathically, but healing would also be an obvious thing to attempt.

I saw it reliably reported (unfortunately I forget where) that they are
going to quietly forget the healing powers, because they made things too
`easy'.  Your other complaints [deleted] I mostly agree with; I wondered
much the same myself.

Pete

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 03:21:23 GMT
From: lambert@cae.wisc.edu (Lambert Timothy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People

lalibr@isaac.its.rpi.edu (Vivs Laliberte (Scott)) writes:
>   Bad points:
>   No explanation at all about Lisa not being around.

It would be nice if she could appear in a later episode, just so we know
that she hasn't been forgotten.

>   Weak plot line so far:
>      Why is Megabyte taking a train to meet Kevin?

Just a wild (and maybe contrived) guess, but perhaps the Tomorrow People
can only teleport in cases of extreme need or fear, like when Kevin fell
off a double-decker bus in the pilot movie and teleported just before he
went splat.  In addition, it might be easier to teleport to the island then
to anyplace else (this was implied in the pilot) hence they can go there
while they are "calm".

>      Why didn't he use telepathy to call him when he was late?
>      Why, when he was late, did Kevin take a bike over to meet Megabyte?

Again, this might be a case of extreme need.

>         Whomever did the effects isn't following the story line again
> when Megabyte Ami and Adam teleport to the Mother Ship. Ami should not
> have had a teleport effect, as she was carried by the other two.

Megabyte's father appeared to "sparkle" when Kevin and Megabyte carried
him, I think.  No problem here.

All in all, I think there is some improvement to this show from the pilot,
though they still have bumbling or stupid adult characters like the police
chief, and stereotype thugs.  This is probably common in children's shows
(like a lot of Disney productions), oh well.  Mind you, even Doctor Who
started out as a children's program, and it's done quite well.  I'll give
this one a lot of time.

Timothy John Lambert

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 05:26:28 GMT
From: sokay@cyclone.mitre.org (Stephen J. Okay)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Speaking of The Tomorrow People and V

Does anyone here remember the *old* Tomorrow People?  I was especially
irritated at Entertainment Weekly's coverage of the pilot to the new show,
specifically at the credit they gave Nickelodeon for its development.

They not only cited that network as the creators of the show, but they
didn't even *mention* the old one!  Hmph!

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 04:32:48 GMT
From: Furr@cup.portal.com (George Dalton Madison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tom. People: The Culex Experiment (1) impressions

pete@plutonium.CChem.Berkeley.EDU (Pete Goodeve) writes:
>>After Kevin was hurt, why didn't Megabyte and Adam attempt to use their
>>healing powers to revive Kevin?  They bound together to try to talk
>>telepathically, but healing would also be an obvious thing to attempt.
>
>I saw it reliably reported (unfortunately I forget where) that they are
>going to quietly forget the healing powers, because they made things too
>`easy'.

I don't necessarily agree with this - they handled it pretty well in the
original series, usually needing more than one Tomorrow person *PLUS* Tim's
help for anything serious. (I concede, Adam healing the one geek who fell
off the building in the first sequence all by himself was a BIT much...)

George D. Madison
furr@cup.portal.com
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Date: 7 Feb 94 07:49:52 GMT
From: tgt40502@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Tim Tsui)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L&C 2/6 question

I thought tonight's show was OK, although I have certainly seen better
episodes.  A couple of questions I had:

1. Why didn't the scientist (I don't remember his name) realize that Clark
   wasn't standing on the ledge but rather floating in the air?  He must
   have known that there was barely any room on the ledge for himself to
   stand, so how would Clark have enough room to stand behind him?
2. Anyone miss Cat?  I thought for a minute that she was going to be the
   one in the health club flirting with Clark's dad.
3. Who else, when Lois and Reed fell into the trash compacter, immediately
   thought about Star Wars?  When Lois picked up that bar to try to place
   in between the walls, memories of one of the greatest sci-fi movies came
   rushing back.
4. At the end of the show, was Lex implying that he knew all along about
   the virus, and that it belonged to him?  If so, why did he not tell his
   sidekick (what happened to the Indian guy wearing the turban?) about it
   when they were talking earlier about it?  Instead, he had him check to
   see if the computers were slowed down.  The guy told Lex that they were
   indeed slow, to which Lex commented that nobody is protected or
   something of the sort.  Why then, at the end of the show, did his
   sidekick (does this guy have a name?) say something about how Lexcom was
   unaffected by the virus?  This part was very confusing to me.
5. Anyone else think that Clark was going to rush out and catch the skeet
   disc that Lex missed?

Overall, I think that L&C is one of the most entertaining shows I watch.
Teri Hatcher was awesome as always.  I loved that part where she gave Clark
those puppy dog eyes and asked him if he was her partner.  How could he say
no?

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 19:42:09 GMT
From: Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.compaq.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L&C: Interviews

James Endrst of The Hartford Courant interviewed Deborah Joy LeVine
(executive producer) Dean Cain and Teri Hatcher about "Lois & Clark."  Some
interesting and amusing tidbits:

   The question isn't IF Lois and Clark will have sex, it is WHEN.
"They're definitely going to do it," said LeVine.  But she's waiting until
the show is in danger of cancellation.

   In the season-to-date rankings, L&C is #56 out of 113 shows, while
seaQuest is #60, and Murder, She Wrote is #7.  However, ABC has said that
they were "going to wait for the other guy to blink," rather than change
the time slot.  Critics have been suggesting a later time slot on
Wednesdays.  This would allow the show to be a bit more sophisticated and
adult in the main characters' relationship.
   "This is adult, witty humor.  I think you'd be seeing more chemistry,
more banter, more sexual innuendo," if it were in a later time slot, said
Teri Hatcher.
   "My tendency, I think, is to go more for adult drama.  So I have to
remember that I'm writing more for kids and a wider audience," said LeVine.
"...[B]ut I think that seaQuest will blink.  And I think that we will end
up with that time slot."

   Teri Hatcher was in the movie "Soapdish," and in a "Seinfeld" episode
"in which she played a woman with perfect breasts...."  Dean Cain used to
play a boyfriend of Shannon Doherty's character on "Beverly Hills, 90210."

   Teri jokes that the skimpy outfits she's had to wear are because
somebody from ABC management supposedly said, "We're not taking advantage
of her breasts."

   Tracy Scoggins describes her character (Cat Grant) as kind of "an
Eveready bunny that walks through in tight dresses."

   Whenever Superman and Lois do finally do the dirty deed, Dean says that
Superman, who has "all the working parts of a man," isn't likely to
disappoint.  "I would imagine he could be about the best lover there could
be."

Things to make you go, "Hmmmm....."

Erich Hurst
Compaq Computer Corporation
Houston, Texas

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 21:24:24 GMT
From: karmann@cwis.unomaha.edu (Kevin J. Karmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L&C 2/6 question

tgt40502@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu  writes:
> 1. Why didn't the scientist (I don't remember his name) realize that
>    Clark wasn't standing on the ledge but rather floating in the air?  He
>    must have known that there was barely any room on the ledge for
>    himself to stand, so how would Clark have enough room to stand behind
>    him?

He was afraid - and had a lot to be afraid of, between hiding from the cops
and standing on a ledge a few feet up.  Clark probably escorted him out the
window and told him to "Not look down" (which seems the logical thing to
say), so he never really got the chance to see if Clark was standing on the
ledge.  Plus, it was night, so darkness also comes into play.

> 2. Anyone miss Cat?  I thought for a minute that she was going to be the
>    one in the health club flirting with Clark's dad.

Not really, although I don't mind her (especially if she develops like the
comics character).  However, if she DID flirt with Clark's dad, Clark would
probably never forgive her...  Besides, I can't see Cat going after someone
of Jonathan's age.

> 4. At the end of the show, was Lex implying that he knew all along about
>    the virus, and that it belonged to him?  If so, why did he not tell
>    his sidekick (what happened to the Indian guy wearing the turban?)
>    about it

He did know all along about the virus.  Remember, when Lois & Clark come to
visit him, he tells Nigel (his "sidekick," or butler in this case; the
Indian wearing the turban was some kind of trainer or sorts I think...)  to
check the computer slowdown.

What he implies is that he might, one day, make a computer virus of his own
(with "no code," which sounds silly...).

>    when they were talking earlier about it?  Instead, he had him check to
>    see if the computers were slowed down.  The guy told Lex that they
>    were indeed slow, to which Lex commented that nobody is protected or
>    something of the sort.  Why then, at the end of the show, did his
>    sidekick (does this guy have a name?) say something about how Lexcom
>    was unaffected by the virus?  This part was very confusing to me.

At first, Lex thought there was a virus in the system (the virus probably
started in Lex's computer systems, since the person who made it worked for
him), so he had Nigel check it out.  Nigel found out that there was,
indeed, a virus and they might be helpless against it.  However, in the
end, Superman saved the day and no permanent data loss occurred.  At least,
that's how I took it.  It did, though, give Lex an idea of his own that he
put away for future reference: creating his own virus.

> 5. Anyone else think that Clark was going to rush out and catch the skeet
>    disc that Lex missed?

Well, had he, I'm sure Superman would've had to have had a talk with Lex...
:-) Of course, it seems unlikely (considering it was nightfall again) that
the skeet would actually fall on anyone.  Always possible, of course, but
there's a possibility either way.  (Also, why wouldn't a skeet that was
torn apart by a bullet hurt anyone?  It isn't like it would turn to
dust...)

> Overall, I think that L&C is one of the most entertaining shows I watch.
> Teri Hatcher was awesome as always.  I loved that part where she gave
> Clark those puppy dog eyes and asked him if he was her partner.  How
> could he say no?

With L&C, "the play is the thing," so it was rather entertaining (although
I thought the episode lacked in certain areas; I was way ahead of them on
the creator of the virus actually being alive, for instance...).  The "I
know" scene was rather clever, too, as was the thing about the biggest
secret ("Clark, tell me your biggest secret - I need blackmail material!"
<Grin>).

Kevin

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 23:47:17 GMT
From: quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca (Asif Quadri u)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L&C: No not the trash compactor?...Again!

Just a short note on the last episode 'The Ides of Metropolis'.

That scene where Lois and the detective are trapped in that trash room was
vaguely familiar to that scene in Star Wars when they're all trapped in the
waste disposal room.

I said to myself, don't tell me, the walls are going to close in now, and
sure enough, what do you think happened next?

Please, try to use some more creative ideas. I know it probably wasn't a
deliberate rip off of Star Wars but it is annoyingly coincidental.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 22:02:43 GMT
From: jonkung@soda.berkeley.edu (Jonathan Kung)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L&C 2/6 question

Kevin J. Karmann <karmann@cwis.unomaha.edu> wrote:
>tgt40502@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu  writes:
>What he [Lex] implies is that he might, one day, make a computer virus of
>his own (with "no code," which sounds silly...).

I think Lex meant "encryption key."  Thus, one day he'd like to make a
virus with an unbreakable code, so no one could tamper with it and stop it
like whatever happened this episode.

>>   of the sort.  Why then, at the end of the show, did his sidekick (does
>>   this guy have a name?) say something about how Lexcom was unaffected
>>   by the virus?  This part was very confusing to me.
>
>At first, Lex thought there was a virus in the system (the virus probably
>started in Lex's computer systems, since the person who made it worked for
>him), so he had Nigel check it out.  Nigel found out that there was,
>indeed, a virus and they might be helpless against it.  However, in the
>end, Superman saved the day and no permanent data loss occurred.  At
>least, that's how I took it.  It did, though, give Lex an idea of his own
>that he put away for future reference: creating his own virus.

I thought it meant that Lex has the very best people working for him, and
they were able to do _something_.

>Of course, it seems unlikely (considering it was nightfall again) that the
>skeet would actually fall on anyone.

Maybe it's my cruddy tv, but I distinctly remember hearing someone go "ugh"
or something as the skeet fell onto the camera, fade to black.

>(Also, why wouldn't a skeet that was torn apart by a bullet hurt anyone?
>It isn't like it would turn to dust...)

Yeah, those fragments looked pretty sizable to me.

Now for a question of my own: Why hassn't Perry's most valuable source
("Sore Throat"??) found out that Superman is Clark and Clark is Superman?

Jon Kung

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 05:56:38 GMT
From: shmed@acs2.bu.edu (Christopher Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L&C: No not the trash compactor?...Again!

quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca (Asif Quadri u) writes:
>I said to myself, don't tell me, the walls are going to close in now, and
>sure enough, what do you think happened next?
>
>Please, try to use some more creative ideas. I know it probably wasn't a
>deliberate rip off of Star Wars but it is annoyingly coincidental.

I think it *was* a deliberate ripoff.  Right down to using the bar to try
to keep the walls apart.  The walls closing in is the oldest superhero
cliche in the book!  The fact that Superman didn't crash in and save them
from the walls proved to me that they were doing that trash compactor
tongue-in-cheek.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 23:53:50 GMT
From: elee@orion.it.luc.edu (Esther Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L&C 2/6 question

Tim Tsui (tgt40502@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu) wrote:
>   the virus, and that it belonged to him?  If so, why did he not tell his
>   sidekick (what happened to the Indian guy wearing the turban?) about it
>   when they were talking earlier about it?  Instead, he had him check to
>   see if the computers were slowed down.  The guy told Lex that they were
>   indeed slow, to which Lex commented that nobody is protected or
>   something of the sort.  Why then, at the end of the show, did his
>   sidekick (does this guy have a name?) say something about how Lexcom
>   was unaffected by the virus?  This part was very confusing to me.

I thought that Lex was admitting the fact that even *he* had
vulnerabilities (cf the meteor episode), and that although he knew the
virus had infected his own computer corp. there was little or nothing he
could do about it, hence the reference to "the ultimate terrorism,"
although he was not about to run and hide, or "drive off the edge of the
world" or something like that. But at the end, when Nigel reported the
limited damage done by the virus before Superman stopped it, I think Lex
decided that the best defense was to take the offensive and make sure that
the next "supervirus" was his.  Don't know, that's what it seemed like, but
I was already a little annoyed with missing the first five minutes so I
could be mistaken. If anyone would fill me in on those five minutes, I
would be grateful.

Esther

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 05:50:46 GMT
From: jad44314@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Janet A Dornhoff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tom. People: The Culex Experiment (1) impressions

Augh!  The ponytail is gone!  Adam looks like a cheap version of Christian
Slater or River Phoenix now!  :-P

Yeah, it was less campy, but it seemed to have a little less life, too.
There wasn't very much personality or humor.  Maybe they'll get some sort
of balance in the next episodes.  I definitely agree about the music.
Anyone else get the impression the budget was quite a bit lower on this
one?  I mean, only a couple of stock shots of the island, fewer effects,
and lots of filming indoors on the same sets.

Michael Sliger <msliger@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu> writes:
>Why didn't Kevin either (a) teleport to where Megabyte was to meet him or
>(b) talk to Megabyte telepathically telling him he was late and what he
>saw after the accident.  He was 35 minutes late and with powers like he
>has, why wouldn't you use them?  Adam had no qualms about teleporting to
>the same site later on.

Actually, I was kind of hoping for something like this to happen.  Y'see,
in the first series, Kevin was always very reluctant to use his powers,
even when his life was in danger.  If you'll recall, even when he had a van
bearing down on him from the alley and a Mack truck about to hit him, Kevin
didn't teleport on his own; Adam and Lisa had to 'boost' him.  The poor kid
kept almost drowning whenever he jaunted, after all.  To me, it would stick
out terribly if he was suddenly jaunting all over the place.

>After Kevin was hurt, why didn't Megabyte and Adam attempt to use their
>healing powers to revive Kevin?  They bound together to try to talk
>telepathically, but healing would also be an obvious thing to attempt.

It looked to me like they did.  The 'glowing red hand' wasn't used in
normal telepathy; we've only seen it when Adam was healing.  I think the
poison was just something their powers couldn't handle.  Kevin hit his head
pretty hard, but the doctor found no sign of injury, that's why he looked
for poison.  Maybe Adam and Megabyte could heal the physical damage, but
not eliminate poisons.

>I'm happy so far and I expect the new girl to be a little more likeable
>later on.  (BTW, a mention of what happened to Lisa would have been a nice
>touch)

I don't know, I'd rather have Lisa disappear without explanation than have
her go join the Galactic Federation... :-)

This series reminded me a lot more of the original series than the first
story did.  Kevin/Stephen kidnapped from the hospital, for one.  And the
boys are all starting to look too much alike.  Adam cut his hair and Kevin
grew.  Kind of like having John, Stephen, and Mike all in the same episode.
Mike especially looked like a younger clone of Stephen.  In the first
story, the three boys were very distinctive, both in looks and in
personality.  Megabyte was a total pop culture victim, Kevin was afraid of
what he was, and Adam was more experienced and confident.  If they were
being consistent, Kevin wouldn't have been hooked on the video game; he was
bored with them.  Megabyte was the MTV and video junkie.  I don't know,
maybe he's been a bad influence, but it does tend to blur them together.

Another old-series touch, it appears that Adam, like John, is pretty much
living back at the base.  That's where he jaunted from when Kevin got bit,
and he'd already pitched a tent there in the pilot, even though he could
have jaunted home to sleep if he wanted to.  I wonder whether he has family
or not.

All in all, mixed feelings about this one.  The music, opening sequence,
Adam's hair, and the lack of distinctive personality and a sense of fun so
far, on the minus column.  On the plus side, no more cartoon adults, and
Kevin is keeping his dislike of jaunting.  Amy is promising, and they seem
to be giving her a touch of precognition.  I'd like to see some
individualization of talents.  Maybe Adam would be the only one who can
heal well, Amy sees the future, Kevin reads minds best, but can't jaunt
properly.  Something like that.

And yes, I _will_ continue to think of it as jaunting, even if _they_ don't
call it that. ;-)

Janet Dornhoff
jad44314@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu
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Date: 3 Feb 94 09:38:21 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 PERFORMANCE PROGNOSIS: SOUL HUNTER

>   - A shade too much techno-babble ("Isolab"? Ahhh...no, guys....).

Uhh, yes.  That is not t-b.  Isolab is ISOLATION lab, which naturally is
where you put an alien who needs (or so they thought) to breath an
atmosphere different than humans.

>   - Michael O'Hare and Claudia Christian are not entirely comfortable
>with their roles. Better than MIDNIGHT, but they still have to find their
>handle on the characters (though it looks like that if they're given good
>enough material, they'll rise to the occasion).

It usually takes people a little longer than just the first couple of
episodes to truly "find their roles".  Anyone going back to the first
season of TNG could see that in an instant.  Riker was almost unwatchable
back then for example.  He makes Sinclair look like a wild man!  :-> As for
Claudia, I watched her doing satellite interviews for a couple of hours the
other day and she was GREAT!!  For one thing a terrific sense of humor...
hopefully we'll start to see some of that in her character.

>	Overall, the plusses FAR outweight the minuses. 

More so than ANY other new SF series... by far!

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 17:35:19 GMT
From: rawdon@colby.cs.wisc.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5 Grade Report: "Midnight On The Firing Line"

Spoilers for the Babylon 5 episode "Midnight On The Firing Line":
Well, TV Guide did get *one* thing right: Babylon 5's pilot movie was
better than this.  Not, mind you, that "Midnight On The Firing Line" was
BAD.  But I get ahead of myself.

To start with, found the opening credits to be real overkill as far as
explaining the premise went.  Having Sinclair (rather than Londo) talk
about "the third age of mankind" seemed really very strange, and it seemed
like a lot of the details provided (as well as the vague "It can be a
dangerous place"; heck, if it COULDN'T be a dangerous place, why would we
be watching it?) were unnecessary.  I'd rather have cut the chatter down to
a third of its length and spent more time listening to the music.

Speaking of the music, I was very disappointed that Stewart Copeland isn't
doing the series music; I'd really been looking forward to hearing an
extended version of his main theme.  Oh, well.  Although the new music
doesn't grab me as much as Copeland's did, and it sounds VERY reminiscent
of the "Gonna Fly Now" theme from the early Rocky movies, it is still
pretty enjoyable and envocative.  Just, well, lower-key than I'd been
hoping for.

Before I go further, a note: There have been, and no doubt will continue to
be, comparisons between B5 and the second generation Star Trek series.
Some people object to this, but it seems clear to me that the two (or
however many) series are cut from similar cloth: Efforts to bring serious,
sharp, smart science fiction to television in an integrated and artistic
fashion.  (The same cannot be said, I think, of Space Rangers, or
Battlestar Galactica, both of which have similar space opera trappings.)
Though I think that seeing B5 *solely* through comparison is unproductive,
I have no problem with comparisons when it makes sense.

Many of you are probably aware that I find the second-generation Trek
series to be sorely lacking.  Of course, unlike B5, they did have a huge
precedent to live up to in their adoption of the "Star Trek" appellation,
so in that respect B5 perhaps has an advantage.  Though I'm not one who
automatically prefers another SF series because it's not coming from the
current Trek creators; one net person once claimed that I preferred Space
Rangers to TNG, which was a far cry from what I actually *did* say about
the network show.

Now, to turn to the story: "Midnight On The Firing Line" is clearly a very
different story from the pilot movie; less a situation thriller/mystery
than an adventure yarn (although not entirely that, either; perhaps more of
a "day in the life of Babylon 5" story).  Because of that, it came across
feeling a bit content-free (a feeling of "that's all" nagged at me at the
end).

Similarly, the characters are still feeling their way around.  Part of this
is that I find the acting still quite stiff in some places, especially
Michael O'Hare as Sinclair, and the woman playing Ivanova; they're just not
convincing to me in conveying emotions.  Sinclair comes across as too
smooth; sometimes this works, but other times, such as when Sinclair was
arguing with the senator back on Earth, it's hard for me to believe that
he's really frustrated or angry.  Ivanova didn't seem to be much more than
a hard-bitten military sort, and, again, her exchange with Winters at the
end of the episode made her seem too restrained; sure, she was supposed to
be fighting to keep control, but it didn't really *feel* that way to me -
more like the actress was trying to force the tears *out*.  I think that
improvement by both of these actors would be a giant step up for the show.

(Incidentally, it just occurred to me that Talia Winters reminds me
visually a lot of the White Queen from the X-Men comic book.  They're even
both telepaths.)

On the other hand, the show has several good actors as well.  I enjoy both
Garibaldi and Londo, and their interaction is one of the show's strongest
point so far.  Londo's ravings in his quarters *did* come across as quite
believable, and his confrontation with Garibaldi when going to kill G'Kar
were the high point of the show.

I also like Delenn, though we didn't see much of her in this episode.
G'Kar is fine as a stock villainous sort, but I hope his role grows fairly
soon.  Similarly, I look forward to exploration of the various empires; the
Centauri Republic is well-defined as a bunch of galactic wusses, but
presumably there are *some* teeth lurking behind the all-gums smiles.  Kosh
is simply an enigma at this point.

I was amused by the swift debunking of the idea the humans and the Centauri
are related.  However, it got me to thinking: Maybe the Minbari surrendered
during their war with Earth because they learned that THEY are related to
humans?  (Well, it's a thought.)

Certainly no review of this show would be complete without a look at the
special effects.  It's no big surprise to me that these are the best I've
seen on television (I've never been very impressed with the usually
unimaginative models and look of the Star Trek SFX).  The computer models
still have a little trouble with explosions, though.  Also, though the
inertia-less camera movement gives the space scenes an interesting feel,
during the battle sequence I found that the twisting-and-turning was rather
confusing, and I had a hard time following the battle.  The space shots, so
far, have been much more effective with simpler camera movement (although
the spiral in the opening credits of the pilot, and the landing of the
spider-thing, also in the pilot, were both quite impressive).

My feeling about this episode is that, again, it seems like a relatively
unambitious "day in the life" story, with a collection of relatively
generic menaces.  This is a good starting point, I suppose, but it doesn't
enthuse me as a stand-alone episode.  However, it seems clear that it will
be some episodes before things really start to gell for the viewers, and,
though hints of substantial characterization are there, it will take some
time to lay them all out on the table.

I've seen a few comments which seem tantamount to rejecting the series on
the basis of the first episode (although some perhaps spoke more strongly
than the writers really felt).  But, it's important to keep in mind that
only 3 hours of Babylon 5 have aired (for me, anyway); not all TV shows can
spring as vividly to life as the original Star Trek series did (whose two
pilots I count among the strongest episode in the genre of SF on TV).
Although I enjoyed the pilot more, "Midnight On The Firing Line" is a solid
start, and I look forward to more.  (It sure beats the heck out of watching
Bob Dole...)

Grade: C+

Michael Rawdon
University of Wisconsin Computer Sciences Department
Madison, WI
rawdon@colby.cs.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 23:22:40 GMT
From: varvel@cs.utexas.edu (Donald A. Varvel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 Impressions (no spoilers)

David S. Strauss <dss2k@poe.acc.Virginia.EDU> wrote:
>rogerc@gradient.com  writes:
>>The FX suck. I'm sorry they really do. It would be great if it was a
>>computer game but guess what folks it isn't. It's supposed to convince
>>you that its reality. No danger of that. Give me the ST models anyday.
>
>Oh you mean the models that can't portray any resemblance of real space
>travel, and are limited to the same stock footage and maybe one or two new
>shots per episode?  I disagree, but since it's simply an opinion here, you
>can feel as you wish.  Note, though, that soon we'll find out if the ST
>producers agree with you, as the major industry rumor is that ST:Voyager
>will be going 100% CGI too.

I would call the effects in B5 "interesting and different" and in most ways
"realistic".  I've never been taken with special effects in much of
anything.  Those in "Star Wars" I found interesting at the time, but it was
clear how they were done.  The Star Trek effects have never impressed me in
any of the variations, even the movies.  I think video effects have a long
way to go, but it will be in the direction B5 is heading, not more models.

>>And the acting and dialogue is *JUST WRETCHED*.
> 
>>I'm not a diehard ST:TNG fan, but the day after watching B5, I happened
>>to watch an episode. The acting is *infinitely better*.

I *am* a bit of a diehard ST:TNG fan, I guess.  It's about the only show I
watch on purpose every week.  I think I can address some of this.

Some of the acting on ST:TNG is better than anything we've seen yet on B5,
IMHO.  Stewart and Spiner and Goldberg are often good.  Frakes and Sirtis
were perfectly awful for years; frankly, I haven't seen anything on B5 as
bad as their worst.  (These days their best is sometimes pretty good;
Frakes in particular has gotten through several entire episodes the past
couple of seasons without making me wince.)  The rest of the cast is
generally adequate, but no better than that.  All of the lines on ST:TNG
are entirely predictable.  I sometimes say them along with the actors.  I
can't do that (yet) with B5.

The difference is *familiarity*.  Lots of people have talked about the
actors settling into the roles, and some of that goes on.  (Cf the first
season of ST:TNG.  It's pretty awful even now.)  There also needs to be
some of the roles settling into the audience, though.  That takes time.  I
think much of the Trekkie criticism of B5's acting comes from people who no
longer recognize the routine bad acting on ST:TNG because they're used to
it.

>Well, "Wretched" is far too strong a word, but since you're the one making
>the ST comparison, go back and watch "The Naked Now."  Then come back and
>say with a straight face that TNG had better writing and acting in it's
>first episode.  Heck, even Patrick Stewart looked uncomfortable, stiff,
>and lifeless in the first season, and I consider him to be one of the
>finest actors on TV right now.

I think Brent Spiner is close to the same class.  I think he has a pretty
awful role to work with and some of the worst lines ever given to anyone,
yet seems to pull it off.  At least he isn't tempted to over-emote.  But
then, I never particularly minded Wesley Crusher until I started seeing him
on reruns.

I didn't find the acting in MotFL embarrassing, except possibly for some of
the scenes between Londo and Vir, and it was *Londo* who made me wince.
But then, I've always rather liked Flounder.

Don Varvel
varvel@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 16:45:55 GMT
From: mears@cup.hp.com (David Mears)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5:  Actors improving?

Well, I've read a few reviews now of Soul Hunter, and quite a few of them
have stated that the actors did a better job in that episode than in the
`first' episode.  The opinions seem to be that the actors are `getting more
used to their roles and are fitting into them better.'

Well, correct me if I'm wrong (as I'm sure MANY people will!), but wasn't
Soul Hunter produced BEFORE Midnight?  (I don't have my episode list in
front of me at the moment.)  Why would the actors be `feeling more
comfortable in their roles' if this episode was filmed before Midnight was?
Wouldn't that mean the actors actually became more wooden as time went on?

Oh well.  I still generally enjoyed both episodes and plan to continue to
watch.

David B. Mears
Hewlett-Packard
Cupertino CA
mears@cup.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 18:37:37 GMT
From: andrem@pyramid.com (Andre Molyneux)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 Impressions (no spoilers)

<IO21173@MAINE.MAINE.EDU> writes:
> I just saw the second episode, the one with W. Morgan Shepard as the
> Soul Thief,  and it was indeed much better than "Midnight" ...
> 
> ... and I can tell you why.
> 
> Basically, in "Midnight," neither the space station nor our regulars were
> in any direct danger; the danger was far away, on Ragesh 3 and on
> transports.  The writers tried to correct this by having Londo's nephew
> on Ragesh, but since (a) we'd never met him before, and (b) viewers who,
> like me, hadn't seen "The Gathering," didn't know Londo before, it didn't
> really work.  Having 500 unseen men women and children on that transport
> at the end was another attempt to get us engaged.

From my point of view, having the regulars in "direct danger" on a regular
basis is a big minus.  I like characters who are interesting and feel
"real".  In real life, if someone is constantly under pressure from threats
to their life (e.g. in combat), they change, and not for the better.  They
often become hardened to death and suffering, and may even cease to care
about their own life after a while.  Another reaction would be to become
paranoid and unwilling to take any risks.

These are just a couple of possibilities, but from my point of view it's
not possible to maintain an interesting, three-dimensional character if
they're in a life-or-death pressure cooker every week.  If it doesn't
affect them, they're inhuman (not a problem with a good number of the
characters, I know).  If it does affect them realisticly, we'll have a
station full of basket cases after a while.

(Minor spoiler in the next paragraph)

That said, it is interesting to throw the characters into a life-or-death
situation on rare occasions to see the characters' true colors.  Emphasis
on the "rare".  I think the best thing about Delenn's (sp?) fear was that
it was something more than the fear of dying.

Andre

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 20:02:55 GMT
From: velmeran@fubar.ocean.washington.edu (Jack Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5 Grade Report: "Midnight On The Firing Line"

rawdon@colby.cs.wisc.edu writes:
>SPOILERS for the Babylon 5 episode "Midnight On The Firing Line"
[...]
>or angry.  Ivanova didn't seem to be much more than a hard-bitten military
>sort, and, again, her exchange with Winters at the end of the episode made
>her seem too restrained; sure, she was supposed to be fighting to keep
>control, but it didn't really *feel* that way to me - more like the
>actress was trying to force the tears *out*.  I think that improvement by
>both of these actors would be a giant step up for the show.

What's wrong with being/portraying a hard-bitten military type?  I would
think that since the Earth very recently ended a war which we should have
lost (I haven't seen the pilot, so I don't know all the details that have
been aired) there would be a fair number of this sort of person around.

>(Incidentally, it just occurred to me that Talia Winters reminds me
>visually a lot of the White Queen from the X-Men comic book.  They're even
>both telepaths.)

Hm, me thinks you're right.  Didn't even think of that...

>models and look of the Star Trek SFX).  The computer models still have a
>little trouble with explosions, though.  Also, though the inertia-less
>camera movement gives the space scenes an interesting feel, during the
>battle sequence I found that the twisting-and-turning was rather
>confusing, and I had a hard time following the battle.  The space shots,
>so far, have been much more effective with simpler camera movement
>(although the spiral in the opening credits of the pilot, and the landing
>of the spider-thing, also in the pilot, were both quite impressive).

The biggest problem I had with the FX is that the shots fired are
pathetically slow.  When Sinclair turned and shot the raider that was
behind him, his shots CRAWLED across the screen.  The raider should have
tried to evade them, he certainly had time to try something...

Jack Brown
velmeran@fubar.ocean.washington.edu
Velmeran@aol.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Television - Upcoming SF TV Show Titles & X-Files (4 msgs) &
                    Nightmare Cafe & Gerry Anderson & 
                    She-Wolf of London & New Twilight Zone (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 00:20:04 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SFTV: Upcoming Science Fiction TV Show Titles (Feb 4th)

Science Fiction TV Shows Upcoming Episodes (Feb 4th edition)

This posting contains titles of upcoming episodes for the following shows:

Star Trek: The Next Generation
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine
seaQuest DSV
Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman
Adventures of Brisco County Jr.
X-Files
Highlander
Time Trax
Babylon 5
Viper

Plus other specials noted that I find out about in advance.

SF TV News Tidbits

Babylon 5 - The opening episode of the series pulled in very good overnight
ratings in most of the major markets.  Reported numbers are in the 7 to
12.5 rating for the first showing, which is very good for a syndicated
show.

ST:TNG - Jonathan Frakes and Genie Francis are expecting a baby, due in
August.

Patrick Stewart is hosting Saturday Night Live on February 5th.

This only lists the titles of the shows, so there are no spoilers other
than what might be contained in the titles.  I am going to attempt to post
this info on a regular basis.  If you have access to info that I don't
have, please email me at leew@indirect.com so I can include it here. The
syndicated shows I should have up to a months worth (at least) of upcoming
episodes.  For the network shows, it is limited to what info is listed in
various tv listing sources and what people post to the net.

Satellite Feed Information is contained at the end of this listing.  Any
updates to that info would be appreciated.

As always, these schedules are subject to change by the producers and
networks at any time.

Star Trek (Info from Mike Brown and Jim Shaun Lyon)

Star Trek: The Next Generation

Ep #   sat feed   Prod #    Title

        1/22/94     258R    Phantasms
166     1/29/94     266     Sub Rosa
167     2/05/94     267     Lower Decks
168     2/12/94     268     Thy Known Self
169     2/19/94     269     Masks
170     2/26/94     270     Eye of the Beholder
        3/05/94     259R    Dark Page
        3/12/94     260R    Attached
171     3/17/94     271     (new episode)

Star Trek: Deep Space Nine

        1/22/94     425R    Cardassians
 33     1/29/94     433     Armageddom Game
 34     2/05/94     434     Whispers
 35     2/12/94     435     Paradise
 36     2/19/94     436     Shadow Play
 37     2/26/94     437     Playing God
        3/05/94     426R    Melora
        3/12/94     427R    Rules of Aquisition
 38     3/19/94     438     Profit and Loss


Note: the date listed is the first day the episode is transmitted over the
Paramount sat feed.  Paramount's official "week of" starts two days later
on the following Monday.

Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman (ABC)
(Sunday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)
(info from Michael Burstein)

 1/30/94       Requiem for a Superhero (repeat)
 2/06/94       The Ides of Metropolis
 2/13/94       (pre-empted by "Will You Marry Me")
 2/20/94       Foundling

seaQuest DSV (NBC)
(Sunday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 1/30/94        (pre-empted by Super Bowl)
 2/06/94        Whale Song
 2/13/94        (pre-empted by NBA All Star game)
 2/20/94        The Stinger

To be scheduled:
                The Last Lap at Luxury


The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr. (Fox)
(Friday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific, 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 1/28/94       (pre-empted by X-Files)
 2/04/94       Hard Rock
 2/11/94       [New Episode]
 2/18/94       Bye Bly


X-Files (Fox)
(Friday nights at 9 p.m. Eastern/Pacific, 8 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 1/28/94       Space (repeat in Brisco County's time slot)
                     (Tales from the Crypt in regular XF slot)
 2/04/94       Lazarus
 2/11/94       Young at Heart
 2/18/94       E.B.E.


Highlander (Syndicated)
(Info from Linda Cooksey)
(airs on WGN at 10:30 pm ET Thursdays the week following "Week Of")

Week of      WGN      Production #      Title

01/17/94    1/27/94   93209(R)          Run For Your Life
01/24/94    2/03/94   93213             BLESS THE CHILD
01/31/94    2/10/94   93211             THE FIGHTER
02/07/94    2/17/94   93212             UNDER COLOR OF AUTHORITY
02/14/94    2/24/94   93214             UNHOLY ALLIANCE PART 1
02/21/94    3/03/94   93215             UNHOLY ALLIANCE PART 2
02/28/94    3/10/94                     Vampire


Time Trax (PTEN/Syndicated)
(Info from Steve Monares)

Week of Air          Episode #       Title

1/24/94              23              "Return Of The Yakuza"
1/31/94              25              "Selma Is Missing"
2/7/94               28              "To Live & Die In Docker Flats"
2/14/94              29              "A Close Encounter"
2/21/94              27              "The Gravity Of It All"

Starting Jan 26th, Babylon 5 took over the Time Trax time slot in the PTEN
block with Kung Fu: TLC.  Check your listings for where you local station
airs Time Trax.


Babylon 5  (Info from John Hudgens)

Week Of   Prod #    Title

01/24/93  103       Midnight on the Firing Line
01/31/93  102       Soul Hunter
02/07/93  104       Born to the Purple
02/14/93  101       Infection
02/21/93  108       The Parliament of Dreams
02/28/93  110       Mind War

Many PTEN stations will air Babylon 5 on Wednesdays at 8 p.m. (E/P),
7 p.m. (C/M) with other stations airing the show wherever they decide.


Viper (NBC)
(Fridays at 8 p.m. E/P  7 p.m. C/M)

  1/28/94   Safe as Houses
  2/04/94   (pre-empted by "Days of Our Lives" special)
  2/11/94   Thief of Hearts
  2/18/94   Mind Games

Universal Action Pack (Syndicated)
(Rotating package ot two hour TV movies featuring some sci-fi.  I'll list
 all of them so you can keep track of when the sci-fi shows are on:
 Tek War - Four movies based on William Shatner's Tek novels
 Hercules - Hercules movies produced by Sam Raimi
 Fastrack - John Landis movies about two friends who discover an abandoned
            space ship
 Bandit -  Movies based on "Smokey and the Bandit"
 Another Midnight Run - Movies based on "Midnight Run"
 Vanishing Son - Martial Arts from Sam Cohen )
 Knightrider 2010

Also airs usually on WGN at 8 pm ET on Tuesday the week after the "Week of"
with a repeat showing the following Sunday (late night Sat) at 12:30 am

 Week of   WGN      Title

 1/17/94   1/25/94  Tek War
 1/24/94   2/03/94  Bandit - Must Be Country (Thursday airing )
 1/31/94   2/08/94  Another Midnight Run - The Tender Trap
 2/07/94   2/15/94  Knightrider 2010
 2/14/94   2/22/94  Tekwar - Teklords

Other upcoming science fiction shows and/or movies

NICK:

Nickleodeon has the second series of the New Tomorrow People at 6 p.m ET/PT
on Saturdays.

PTEN:

Island City - Pilot movie airing last week in February.  Writer/Executive
Producer is Jonathan Glassner.  It is set 100 years in the future where
Genetic engineering has eliminated most diseases and resulted in a Fountain
of Youth drug and most everyone in the world takes it.  However, it wasn't
tested well enough and after five years, about 95% of the users mutate into
psychotic creatures known as "recessives".  The non-affected humans migrate
into a wall city called "Island City".  the show focuses on a special
military/science group whose job is to go out and rescue "normal" people
and study the recessives.

Directed by Jorge Montesi, produced by Chris Chulack.
Executive producers are Lee Rich, Bruce Sallen and Jonathan Glassner

Syndicated (Rysher)

Robocop: The Series

Premieres in March with two hour movie Robocop: The Future of Law
Enforcement Pilot was written by Robocop creators Ed Neumeier and Michael
Miner.  Stars stage/TV actor Richard Eden.  21 hour episodes plus the two
hour pilot movie.

May '94 Cinefantastique (shipping in March) will have coverage by Dan
Persons.


SAT FEED INFO SECTION  - All times listed are Eastern

Paramount sat feeds (ET):

        Saturday

                0900    Entertainment Tonight
                1000    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine
                1100    The Untouchables
                1500    Entertainment Tonight
                1600    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine
                1700    The Untouchables
                1800    STAR TREK: The Next Generation

        Sunday

                1400    STAR TREK: The Next Generation
                1500    The Untouchables
                1600    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine

All are on T302, transponder 3 (2V)
        5.8 mono (SAP for ET)   6.2 left   6.8 right   (wideband)


Babylon 5 Sat Feed Info


           BABYLON 5: THE SERIES -- SATELLITE DOWNLINK INFORMATION

 All feeds are Galaxy 4, Channel 21. Audio is 5.8 left, 6.2 right, 6.8 mono.
                     Satellite feed times (Eastern) are as follows:

  (Beginning 1/20/94) STANDARD VERSION -- Thursdays -   2-3pm
                                            Fridays - 10-11am
               B5/KF:TLC COMBO VERSION -- Saturdays - 5-7:30am
                                            Sundays - 8-10:30am

     The two-hour 30-minute feed includes a seven minute reel change
between shows - BABYLON 5 followed by KUNG FU: THE LEGEND CONTINUES - the
combo feed is for stations showing theses shows *in that order*. This combo
block feed replaces the TIME TRAX/KUNG FU feed effective 1/22/94.

NOTE: PTEN airs it's sat feeds "real-time" in that when there is a two
minute local commercial break, there is two minutes of black video.

Time Trax

Galaxy 4, Transponder 21

Fridays   9:30 am (stand alone feed)
Fridays   9:30 pm (stand alone feed)
Saturdays  5am - 7:30am (first half of combo feed with Kung Fu)
Sundays    8am - 10:30am ( ditto)

New feed info after 1/20 needed


Highlander

Wednesday 7:30 am    Galaxy 4, transponder 22
Friday   11:30 am    Galaxy 4, transponder 22


Lois and Clark (new episodes only)

Saturday  6:30 am  T2, Transponder 7


seaQuest DSV  (new episodes only)

Friday 11:00 am   T2, Transponder 18 (was missing on 1/7/94)
Saturday 6:00pm   F1, Transponder 8


X-Files

Friday  3:30am  T3/16
Friday  1:00pm  E1, Transponder 8  (Canadian Feed, new shows only)

 
Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 10:20:26 GMT
From: jsnead@netcom.com (John R. Snead)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X Files, Lazarus, name of author?

Here's a question for all you folks out there.  Does anyone know who the
writer was for the last episode of the X-Files, "Lazarus" where the FBI
agent died and was possessed by a killer?  There were some things in that
episode that reminded me of a story by someone I used to know, and I wonder
if he was involved with making it.  Thanks in advance.  E-mail or a reply
here are both OK.
 
John
jsnead@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 22:30:36 GMT
From: vmercer@scott.skidmore.edu (victoria mercer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X file question

Barney of Borg (tperreau@Mr-Hyde.aoc.nrao.edu) wrote:
>What is the name of Fox Mulder's sister?

Her name's Samantha.  There's a whole file of info shown about it in the
episode "Conduit".

Tory

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 13:21:36 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X Files, Lazarus, name of author?

"Lazarus" was written by Alec Gansa and Howard Gordon, two of the
producers.  Gansa & Gordon used to be writers/producers for Beauty and the
Beast (one of my favorite) shows, and I was very happy to see they landed
jobs with the X-Files.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 05:31:22 GMT
From: klyfix@ace.com (Klyfix)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: GENDER BENDER

I found that episode to be about the best X-Files I've seen; had a nice
Lovecraftian feel about it. I suspect it was intentional; note that in the
club where the victums were getting picked up they frequently focused on a
poster from H.R. Geiger's _Necronomicon_. It was much more satisfying than
other episodes, made up for the rather wooden acting of the stars.

V.S.Greene
klyfix@ace.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 20:00:21 GMT
From: rallard@emr1.emr.ca (Richard Allard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Nightmare Cafe?????

Can anybody help me with a slight problem I have? I have always wondered
what happened to that fantastic show called Nightmare Cafe?  Can anybody
fill me in on the disappearance of Nightmare Cafe? Any news would be
appreciated.  E-mail is o.k.,too.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 13:47:23 GMT
From: rbarter@kean.ucs.mun.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gerry Anderson HELP requested???

Does anyone have information on Gerry Anderson shows, especially:

1. Space: 1999
2. Thunderbirds
3. UFO
4. Captain Scarlet
 
Any technical specs or general information would be greatly appreciated.

Rbarter@kean.ucs.mun.ca

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 22:03:31 GMT
From: rk5997@albnyvms.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: question

   Hi. This is my first time reading this news group and I have a question.
(maybe it has been discussed before - if it has I'm sorry) Anyway, a few
years ago (the 90-91 TV season I believe) I watched a syndicated show
called SHE WOLF OF LONDON. It later changed its name to LOVE & CURSES when
the main characters relocated to L.A. I believe I saw most, if not every,
episode.  Was the series canceled unresolved?  Or did the she-wolf find a
cure and then it went off the air. It was a cool, sometimes cheesy, show.
Anyone with info about this show please post if you could. Like I said it
was a decent show, plus the girl in it was HOT. Thanks.

Rick Karas

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 05:22:43 GMT
From: skriefal@eeyore.stcloud.msus.edu (Scott Kriefall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: (New) Twilight Zone

One of the independent stations here (KITN-29) has recently begun to re-air
the Twilight Zone shows that were made in the mid-1980s.  They seem to be
showing one half-hour episode, and then an episode comprised of two
15-minute "sub-episodes."  I never saw these when they were originally
aired, so my question is: was the 'episode comprised of two 15-minute
shorts' idea used when the series originally aired, or am I seeing severely
edited versions of some of the original half-hour episodes?  The only
episode guide that I could find mentioned nothing about this.

Scott
skriefal@eeyore.stcloud.msus.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 15:17:06 GMT
From: d-thiel@uiuc.edu (David Thiel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

The first season of the revamped TWILIGHT ZONE was made up of hour-long
episodes composed of two or three segments of variable lengths. A story
could be anywhere from ten to fifty minutes (including commercials).

The second season began as similar hour-long episodes, but CBS requested
the show to be cut to a half-hour, resulting in some hasty reediting of the
segments in production. The series was put on hiatus and eventually
cancelled, but at least one more hour-long "special" aired before its
demise.

A final season was produced directly for the syndication market, and
supervised by J. Michael Straczynski (creator of BABYLON 5). Its only
purpose was to create enough episodes to complete a proper syndication
package (typically 65 episodes, though I don't know how many there are for
THE TWILIGHT ZONE). I have heard that the network segments were reedited
(sometimes adding material, sometimes deleting it) and swapped around to
shoehorn them into half-hour slots, though I've never seen the results.
(Fortunately, I taped them all the first time around.)

TWILIGHT ZONE did some terrific stories, particularly during the network
run. My personal favorites include: "A Message from Charity" (a 20th
century boy shares thoughts across the centuries with a Puritan girl), "The
Toys of Caliban" (parents cope with a mentally retarded son with terrifying
powers), "Dead Run" (a trucker carts dead souls to Hell), "A Small Talent
for War" (aliens complain about our warlike ways) and "I of Newton" (a
mathematician outsmarts a devilish foe).

David Thiel
d-thiel@uiuc.edu                      

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 16:49:59 GMT
From: ron@burger.wimsey.com (Ron Currie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

The series, in its original run on CBS, was an hour long, with between 1
and 4 stories per hour. Some episodes have been cut for the half-hour
package, but for the most part they remain intact. And quite good, too.
Have you ever seen anything on network TV as scary as R. McCammon's
"Nightcrawlers"?

------------------------------
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Date: 3 Feb 94 15:34:45 GMT
From: tobye@athena.mit.edu (Toby Elliott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: +/- Review: B5: Soul Hunter


SPOILERS

In brief, a great start, but it fell apart pretty severely towards the end.

On the plus side:

+ Acting was generally improved, although it still has a ways to go.
Perhaps because there were less "large chamber" scenes, it felt a little
less theatric.  The doctor seems a good addition - its nice to see a
character who isn't ridiculously stiff or excessively flamboyant. He didn't
get a chance to shine here, but that was mostly the role.

+ Music was much better. The themes surrounding the Soul Hunter were
 particularly nice and creepy.

+ The graphics were impressive again. The out of control Soul Hunter ship
was very well done, as was Sinclair's maneuvering (although there's a big
nitpick below.

+ The insect alien head was great, and it was nice to see a completely non
humanoid race. The arms let it down a little, since they appeared to be
flapping around like they were on puppet strings, but the head looked
great.

On the minus side:

- - Actually, the biggest minus is simply an extended series of nitpicks and
character stupidities taht ruined the second half for me. It was the
traditional "dumb down the crew" to give the bad guys a chance. Anyway,
here are some of the more glaring ones:

   If Sinclair misses the ship on the final grapple, not only is he going
to be vaporized when they destroy it, but if the ship is really abot three
seconds away, B5 is going to take some serious damage. Given the amount of
damage a small bomb did in the pilot, I'm amazed they would let it anywhere
near as close as it did.

    This alien is clearly very powerful, yet there's only ONE security
guard outside his iso-lab. And he doesn't even let anyone know that he's
going in?

   As soon as he found out that the Soul Hunter had disappeared, why didn't
Sinclair broadcast a general alert. OK, maybe he didn't cause panic, or
maybe he can't do that. Why didn't he at least let important people, like,
say, the ambassadors know so that they could be on their guard.

   On the same topic, the Soul Hunter expressed an awful lot of interest in
Delenn. Nobody thought to alert her? Now I'm no space commander (g), but
the first thing I do is try to notify all races that are clearly hated/at
war/in fear of the race that just escaped. I can't believe it took them
that long and that much prompting to figure out who their traget was.

   Again, on the same topic. You've just run into one of your childish
nightmares who clearly scares you enough that you're desperate to get him
off the station because you're sure that he'll escape, and not only do you
not bother to get a guard or two, but when the door goes you just announce,
quite placidly "come in" and don't even look up?!

   Delenn being much more powerful than she seems is no real suprise.
However, somebody that powerful having no hidden defenses? Even if all her
psi powers etc. are failing (as has to happen occasionally), she has
nothing on her to prevent him from grabbing her and dragging her across the
station? I guess this is possible, but it seems silly. I'm not asking for
much - maybe just a tooth implant, or a concealed weapon in the jewelery.
Omitting the immediate following scene was a pretty serious cop out - what?
she just fainted from fright? I don't care how scared she was, she would
have tried to defend herself, or at least call for help.

   The second Soul Hunter can point to a small map of the station and say
"the death is here", but when they get there can't even tell them which
direction to go in? OK Scooby. You and shaggy go that way and we'll see who
runs into the ghost... Gosh, I wonder who'll run into the ghost.

  Not only that, but they send Sinclair alone?  It obviously took a moment
for them to get there. If this is a man so powerful that he can take out
Delenn without a fight, wouldn't they be nervous enough to muster a few
more security troops while they were heading there.

   Then, on top of all that, Sinclair doesn't bother to tell everyone else
when he hears strange moaning noises up ahead. We know he has a wrist comm
on.  Why didn't he just quietly use it to call the others who were nearby
in?  Answer: it's not much of a fight.

   Sinclair turns the beam on the Soul Hunter. Now clearly, this beam, if
nothing else causes a weird feeling. OK, he's an alien, but he has no
reflex?  Generally if you get hit by something strange, you move out of the
way. Oh yeah, he was distracted by the little floating balls. That still
shouldn't have affected his reflexes. Instead, he just stands there,
clearly in some discomfort. The beam is obviously not paralyzing, since it
didn't paralyze Delenn. Throwing all that aside and assuming that Soul
Hunters are just that vulnerable to these beams, wouldn't they have some
precautionary protection for just such an event when they accidentally cut
the beam with part of their body? That's like putting sodium in water
without having lab glasses on - sure, you're probably safe.

Those are just the character action plot annoyances. I haven't even touched
the "science"

- - Ah yes, the science. For a show that is trying to pride itself on the
scientific accuracy, that was awfully loopy stuff. Either it's magic or
it's technobabble so advanced as to be indistinguishable from magic. The
little balls distracting the Soul Hunter at the end were a particularly
silly touch.  I don't like to bring up other shows, but the "telepathic
particles" from DS9's "Dramatis Personae" are generally considered to be
one of the worst plot devices of all time, and I could see very little
difference except in size with these orbs. (Yes, I know perfectly well that
someone will try to make a big issue of all the differences. Flame suit on.
My point is that the feel of the "science" was exactly the same.)

- - Maybe it's just me, but a lot of the bits here seemed very cliched. Ship/
station picks up ship with mysterious visitor (maybe it's the Quaagaars
:)).  Soul Hunter turns out to be a renegade. Soul Hunter uses oldest trick
in the book to get out of jail cell. (Help! The air in here!). Party splits
up and the lead character finds the villain. Dramatic last minute rescue by
turning the alien weapon against the alien...

Two other nitpicks just came to mind. The Soul Hunter's ship was left
unguarded? And they didn't do a good enough sensor sweep to detect a
compartment large enough to hold all that technology. If it had just been
the orbs, fine, but that other tech looked like it might fold into a
3'x1'x1' piece. Thus, the cabinet probably had to be about 3x2x2 or so.
Twelve square feet is a lot to miss if you do a careful sensor sweep and
reconcile readings to find empty spaces. Why at least didn't Delenn go on
to the ship and try to sense the orbs?

That about wraps it up, although the more I think about it, the less I like
it.  Put it on a par with Midnight, maybe slightly better.

Toby Elliott
tobye@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 05:06:48 GMT
From: maxhawk@ccnet.com (Marc Stuart Mantione)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: +/- Review: Babylon 5

   Well, I just saw the 2nd episode, and I have to say that it was much
better than the previous shows. I liked the story and the Soul Hunter
concept was very interesting. I like how it took a step beyond science to
cover a little different ground. I also liked how they are building a few
ongoing sub-plots. I'm interested at seeing what's next...

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 17:42:52 GMT
From: eyeballk@orion.login.qc.ca (The Eyeball Kid)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5 Review (episode 2)

Something I wrote for Line Noise (online SF mag).  It will probably draw
the wrath of the die-hards, but if it sparks debate, I'll wear it:

		 CUTE KIDS AND ROBOTS?  I DON'T THINK SO.

A few days ago I saw episode two of BABYLON FIVE, J. Michael Straczynski's
answer to Star Trek and his self-proclaimed attempt (re: Sci-Fi TV) to "get
it right".  The story revolved around the arrival of a "Soul-Catcher", part
of a race of beings that considers it their duty to stop souls being
"lost".  Religion and politics: excellent material for Science Fiction AND
Television.

Too bad it didn't follow through.

What we got instead was a lunatic (a well played charismatic lunatic, but a
cliche none the less) running through the station after having suffered a
career crisis, collecting souls before their owners are done with them.
Ho-hum, oh dear...

J. Michael Straczynski tours the SF convention circuit regularly, talking
to fans, drumming up support for his show, but after a TV pilot and two
episodes I'm beginning to wonder Who does he talk to, and What does he
watch on TV?  His mandate for Babylon Five was "no cute kids or robots"
(why he hired one as his lead actor I don't know).  "Hill Street Blues in
outer space" was another pitching line but, apart from the liberal use of a
smoke and some blue uniforms, the comparison is far from appropriate.
Perhaps his mandate should've been "no gratuitous SPFX" - then at least
we'd see how good the writing really is.  Because, in my opinion , four
TV-hours of Babylon Five doesn't hold a candle to fifteen minutes of
Northern Exposure or Picket Fences - cute kids and all.

Straczynski, for all his posturing, has missed the ingredients important to
any TV show: Moral Dilemma, and Drama.  Maybe doing time on Murder She
Wrote (a show devoid of moral dilemma) drove it out of him.  Whatever it
was, the absence becomes blatantly obvious in the episode mentioned above.

The existence of "The Soul" is the central argument of every religion on
Earth.  It has shaped every culture on our planet, but never has it shaped
any two cultures exactly the same way.  Catholics, Protestants, Buddhists,
Muslims, and Hindus (to name a few), all have different interpretations of
the soul and its purpose.  Atheists and Agnostics complicate matters
further.  I doubt that this problem will be resolved in the next two
hundred years (Godel's theorem suggests it might never be solved), but in
Babylon Five no one even raises an eyebrow.

Now, if you were on a space station and someone arrives with a bag full of
souls, what would YOU say.  "Really? I'd like to see them.  They might
answer some long standing questions on my planet," or perhaps "Do you have
a license to collect those?" or perhaps "I'm sorry, I'm an atheist which
makes you a liar."  A Catholic might ask if it was like purgatory.  A
Buddhist might ask if it was anyone they knew.  But on Babylon Five these
questions not only go unanswered, THEY GO UNASKED!  A "soul"?  What IS
that?  A "lost" soul?  Why is it lost?  If it's not "lost" is it
"captured"?  What do you do with them when you find them?  Where do you
keep them?  How?  Why?  Would you like that to happen to you?  Why?  Why
not?  NOT ONE OF THESE IDEAS EXPLORED!

Good television (and Science Fiction) asks questions.  IF the soul exists
THEN what happens IF... etc., etc.  "But," someone says with a patronizing
air of superiority (usually the producer or studio executive) "Science
Fiction is for the young and the young at heart."  You mean like 1984, and
Brave New World; Dune and Neuromancer; Flowers For Algenon and Bladerunner?
Or do you mean like Lost In Space and THUNDERBIRDS?  "Yeah!  Lost In Space!
That Billy Mummy was such a cute kid!"  Ironic that he's also in Babylon
Five.  Shame on you Michael.  "And besides," the executive will continue,
"Sci-Fi fans don't want a lot of complicated philosophical stuff!  They
want SPECIAL EFFECTS!  You know: SPACESHIPS!  And ACTION!"

Hmmm.  I wonder about that.  The average Science Fiction fan has an above
average IQ.  They've been thinking about weird stuff most of their lives,
usually alone.  Most figured out the paradox of time travel by their
twelfth birthday; most know that Newspeak is a way of brainwashing the
population; that computers don't "think" but one day might; that space is
really big, and that the only way to move across it fast is with a Warp
drive; that there's no air out there, and it's only by coincidence that the
Star Trek TNG away team always lands on a planet with breathable atmosphere
(so they don't need space-suits); and that if someone who claimed to be a
"soul-catcher" landed on the Enterprise Data and Jean Luc would both want
some answers DAMN QUICK.

In a single season of Northern Exposure they dealt with Jungian and
Freudian psychoanalytical theory, Proust and "historical truth", the nature
of the self (several times), and Kafka.  A season of Picket Fences deals
with the media and freedom of speech, the repercussions of violence, the
right to die, censorship, privacy, religious freedom, sex and the nature of
sexual orientation, and society's obligations to the homeless.  Both shows
have imagination, intelligence, wit, and humor.  They don't talk down to
their viewers, don't simplify the issues, and they don't run from a MORAL
DILEMMA.  Indeed, as with all great drama THEY SEEK IT OUT!  The "cute
kids" in Picket Fences make serious choices with serious consequences, get
hurt, and pay for their mistakes.  It's drama written for grown-ups, by
grown-ups - an abstract forum for intelligent and often socially relevant
ideas.  And it's DRAMATIC - you don't know what will happen to these
characters because, when a TV show doesn't treat its audience like "cute
kids or robots", they'll try anything.  Characters will get hurt, they'll
fail, screw up their lives, and screw up someone else's life too.  You
don't want it to happen, but it's good TV.

And it's the reason I started reading Science Fiction: because that's what
it delivered.  But when it comes to Science Fiction Television and the
concept of "drama" - nuances of character, conceptualization of ideas, even
basic story structure, SF is still just "radio with pictures".  And not
very good radio, either.

Why?  Because J. Michael Straczynski is way off the mark.  The problem with
SF TV is NOT "Cute Kids and Robots".  They're just a symptom.  The PROBLEM
is the way the audience is treated.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 03:45:13 GMT
From: smith_wade@nocmsmgw.harvard.edu ("Smith Wade")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babble-on 5

Well, I for one have had it.  The 'soul' episode did me in.  What
unmitigated bullshit!  This show is getting worse and worse with each
passing frame.  It's as if all these characters from some 1940's dopey
comedy were thrown in a time machine and tossed loose. They even look like
they wear clothes from some theatrical closet.
Writing=  F-
Characters=  F-
Effects=  D+
Science=  F-

They'll be bringing in crystals next week!
Sign me off for this turkey, it's not worth the videotape or the time.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 04:39:33 GMT
From: rawdon@colby.cs.wisc.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5 Grade Report: "Midnight On The Firing Line"

velmeran@fubar.ocean.washington.edu (Jack Brown) writes:
>rawdon@colby.cs.wisc.edu writes:
>>Ivanova didn't seem to be much more than a hard-bitten military sort,
>>and, again, her exchange with Winters at the end of the episode made her
>>seem too restrained; sure, she was supposed to be fighting to keep
>>control, but it didn't really *feel* that way to me - more like the
>>actress was trying to force the tears *out*.  I think that improvement by
>>both of these actors would be a giant step up for the show.
>
>What's wrong with being/portraying a hard-bitten military type?  I would
>think that since the Earth very recently ended a war which we should have
>lost (I haven't seen the pilot, so I don't know all the details that have
>been aired) there would be a fair number of this sort of person around.

Well, there's nothing per se wrong with being a hard-bitten military type,
but if that's ALL she is (and, note that above I said that she doesn't seem
in the first episode to be much more than that) then I'm going to lose
interest fairly quickly.

The note about the recency (is that a word?) of the war is well-taken,
though.  Interesting that we've seen plenty of dislike on the part of
humans toward Narns and Centauri, but not much toward Minbari (i.e.,
Delenn) yet, though surely most humans aren't as rational about the Minbari
psyche as Sinclair is.

Michael Rawdon
University of Wisconsin Computer Sciences Department
Madison, WI
rawdon@colby.cs.wisc.edu
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Date: 8 Feb 94 22:24:47 GMT
From: Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.compaq.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: Forward The Foundation (SPOILERS)

rlk@merlin.think.com (Robert Krawitz) writes:
>I bought it yesterday (in paperback), and in one session, with time out
>for a party and sleep, read it.  I came away with distinctly mixed
>feelings.  The first half, roughly, was quite strong, but the second half
>left me disappointed.

I didn't have any mixed feelings at all: I liked it.  I thought it was the
best Foundation novel since _Second Foundation_.  You can keep Gaia and
Daneel, just give me more Seldon and psychohistory!

>1) Eto Demerzel (the Daneelus Ex Machina ever since, oh, Robots and
>Empire) seems to have rather changed between Prelude and Forward.  In
>Prelude he was the shadowy, sinister power behind the throne, and quite
>believable as the machiavellian prince.  I didn't so much mind him
>actually being a good guy (that, after all, was happening even in Prelude
>when his real nature came out, and some times good guys have to be
>ruthless), but in Forward he was quite visible in public and quite
>popular.  How did THAT suddenly happen?  And how did everyone suddenly
>know that Demerzel had served so many emperors befoe Cleon?  Which brings
>me to:

Remember, it was Joranum who brought Demerzel/Daneel to the public's
attention, in order to discredit him.  Up until then, Daneel had 
successfully stuck to the shadows.  In fact, this is why Daneel had to 
leave.  Now that he had the public's attention, he could not be as 
effective as he needed to be.

>2) How Joranum was disgraced.  Demerzel had served at least 3 emperors,
>and he never appeared to age.

How many presidents did Tip O'Neil serve with?  6?  8?  And the emperors of
Trantor during that time didn't serve much longer than 4 or 8 years.  :)

He didn't appear to age because noone NOTICED it.  Demerzel kept himself
out of the public's eye, and probably made sure noone would WANT to
consider how little he had aged.

>Just by one little chuckle he could shut everyone up at a press conference
>(and he gives press conferences - see (1) above)?

He gave ONE press conference.  Only when he ABSOLUTELY HAD TO.

>  Granted, by then nobody outside of Mycogen had the vaguest clue what a
>robot was, but surely SOMEBODY'S going to get suspicious?  Daneel couldn't
>at least change his appearance every now and then and change his name
>after a while?

As long as Daneel kept a low profile, yes, one could assume that no one
would get suspicious.  Few people even knew he existed.  But now Daneel
realizes that keeping a low profile is impossible, so he leaves.  If he's
gone, what is there to get suspicious about?

Also, remember that along with clearing Daneel, Joranum was SERIOUSLY
discredited.  "You think Demerzel was a robot?  Why, that's what that crazy
ol' Joranum thought!  Are you crazy, too?"

>3) Daneel needs to be coached in how to laugh by Seldon?  Surely he had
>learned how to show human emotions back in the Caves of Steel and Naked
>Sun days?

Once again, remember that Daneel stuck to the shadows, working behind the
scenes.  He never had a need to know how to laugh.  And who would have
coached him?  He stayed to himself.

>4) Mycogen was the remnants of Aurora?  Spacers would live in such cramped
>conditions?  Granted, times change, but evidently Mycogenians remembered
>some legends about Aurora.  Aurora had been a hard-nosed, rather practical
>world.  Times change, I guess...

You just answered your own question.  Times change.  I was never crazy
about the Spacer worlds popping back up on Trantor in _Prelude_, but that's
a criticism for _Prelude_, IMO, not _Forward_.

Hey, if you can pick nits, I can too!  :)

>5) Tamwile Elar.  The electro-clarifier, which he knew would toast robots.
>Just what was the story behind that, anyway?  Why did he want to kill
>Dors?  What exactly were his ties to the junta?

I don't have my copy of the book with me, but weren't all these questions
answered?  Didn't he want to kill Dors BECAUSE she was a robot?

>This could have been a very interesting side story, that could have been a
>plot against Seldon by Linn or somebody, but instead it petered right out
>with Dors killing Elar and dying from First Law roblock.

Well, what you consider "petering out", I consider a very exciting and
satisfying ending.  Different tastes, that's all.

>6) Gaal Dornick took (or was shipped a Prime Radiant to TERMINUS???  What
>use would he have for it there?  What would happen when someone found it
>(obviously, from Foundation, they didn't, but there were some smart
>cookies in that bunch)?

If I were Gaal, I would want a Prime Radiant with me.  What would happen if
someone found it?  Well, the same thing that would have happened if they
had found out that Gaal was a member of the Second Foundation.

There were no psychohistorians on Terminus, so if someone found it and
turned it on, what would they see?  A bunch of mindless mathematical
equations.  How would anyone on Terminus know what those equations meant?

A VALID arguement against continuity is the fact that the Encyclopedia
Galactica tells us Gaal had a Prime Radiant.  But the E.G. was published by
the Foundation, who had no knowledge of the Second Foundation, much less
the Prime Radiant.

>7) Trantor sure seems to be falling apart in a hurry.  Don't know, maybe
>Cleon II did a good job putting it back together several hundred years
>later, but it all seems to be collapsing a lot faster than I though from
>Foundation...

Yeah, definitely nitpicking here.  We see very little of Trantor in
_Foundation_, so I don't think you can say definitely that Trantor was
"better" then than it was in _Forward_.

ojvind@chagall.klab.caltech.edu (Ojvind Bernander) writes:
>One inconsistency is Seldon's wife.  She is quite protective of her Harry,
>but in a very emotional way: she can't forgive her daughter-in-law for
>saving Harry's life, instead of her doing it herself.  Since she is a
>robot it makes sense that she is very protective but, emotional?  Come on!

Why not?  Dors is obviously not your typical robot.  What is there to
preclude her from being emotional?  OR, from acting in a way that could be
CONSTRUED as emotional?

>Speaking of emotions and feelings and other soft stuff, Asimov appears to
>have realized that he should add that sort of stuff to his stories.  His
>older stories were more of logical mind games.  But instead of _showing_
>us believable reactions, he _tells_ us about it and has his characters in
>a most logical fashion discuss their feelings.  It's a bit too much when
>the hoodlum says: "Well, ya know, Mistah, I had a disadvantaged childhood
>and mah mother didn't give me the emotional support a young child needs
>and therefore I just can't help beating my wife, I just have to."

Well, I would agree, but I don't think it is as bad as you say.  I don't
think his characters "discussed" their feelings to REPLACE "showing" their
feelings, because his characters DID "show" their feelings, too.

Erich Hurst
Compaq Computer Corporation
Houston, Texas

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 01:18:03 GMT
From: hunt@flotsm.ozy.dec.com (Peter Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: Forward The Foundation (SPOILERS)

Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.COMpaq.COM writes:
> A VALID arguement against continuity is the fact that the Encyclopedia
> Galactica tells us Gaal had a Prime Radiant.  But the E.G. was published
> by the Foundation, who had no knowledge of the Second Foundation, much
> less the Prime Radiant.

Not so. All extracts from the Encyclopaedia Galactica come from the edition
published in 1090 F.E. (I think). That is, 1090 years after the founding of
the Foundation. By that time, the Foundation was WELL aware of the Second
Foundation. They might even have heard of the Prime Radiant. Who knows?  By
THAT stage, maybe the Foundation was aware of Seldon's complete plan, and
its history, but still believed that the Second Foundation no longer
existed.

Peter Hunt
Networks and Comms (Aust)
Digital Equipment Corp.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 13:37:31 GMT
From: quinlan@spectrum.cs.bucknell.edu (Daniel Quinlan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forward The Foundation (some SPOILER)

ojvind@chagall.klab.caltech.edu (Ojvind Bernander) said:
> Speaking of emotions and feelings and other soft stuff, Asimov appears to
> have realized that he should add that sort of stuff to his stories.  His
> older stories were more of logical mind games.  But instead of _showing_
> us believable reactions, he _tells_ us about it and has his characters in
> a most logical fashion discuss their feelings.  It's a bit too much when
> the hoodlum says: "Well, ya know, Mistah, I had a disadvantaged childhood
> and mah mother didn't give me the emotional support a young child needs
> and therefore I just can't help beating my wife, I just have to."

Do you really believe that Asimov meant this or do you think he was trying
to say something?

Daniel Quinlan
quinlan@spectrum.cs.bucknell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 16:20:38 GMT
From: phatch@slc.mentorg.com (Phill Hatch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: G. Bear: Anvil of Stars

Just finished this last night, and quite enjoyed it.  There are some veiled
spoilers in this discussion, so beware.

I was looking for someone else's opinion on the use of the word "Job" to
describe their mission.  With all of the other literature based titles such
as Pan and Christopher Robin, I began reading job as Job with a long o, the
book and character from the bible.

There are some interesting similarities literarily.  Job was imposed upon
by higher forces with little or no explanation, much suffering and lots of
ambiguity.

For Anvil of Stars, the Job was imposed upon the humans and Brothers by
greater powers.  There was little or no explanation, much suffering and
lots of ambiguity.

Only after the fact was there any evidence that could justify the actions
taken.

Or am I reaching too far with this job/Job thing.  English majors have been
known to do that.

Phil
phatch@slc.mentorg.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 23:32:31 GMT
From: afrederi@girtab.usc.edu (Aphrodite Sedai)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G. Bear: Anvil of Stars

I don't know about the job/Job thing but, here's my two cents on Anvil of
Stars: (By the way, I'm a third of the way through it, so excuse anything
that I'm ignorant of.)

The whole idea of the Job seems distinctly immoral.  Executing an entire
race because of something their ancestors did hundreds or thousands of
years ago.  No one can be held accountable for the crimes of their
ancestors.  That is very wrong.  And no one individual can be held
responsible for crimes committed by their entire race.  They may not have
been a part of it or even known about it.

Never the less, the crime of dispatching self-replicating killer machines
should not go unpunished.  Something must be done to the ones did it.  I
think something along the lines of reducing the civilization too a
primative level would be sufficient.  That way they can redevelop into
something good or not redevelop at all.

IMHO, of course.  Make that not-so-humble :-)

Maybe this dilemma will be resolved later in the book.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 18:21:11 GMT
From: kennethm@cc.gatech.edu (Kenneth Moorman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alan Bloch short stories

   I have read "Men are Different" by Alan Bloch and am wondering if he
wrote any other short stories; if so, where can I find them?

Kenneth Moorman
kennethm@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 21:16:28 GMT
From: dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

Jon Jasper <carolync@netcom.com> wrote:
>I'm wondering if any Brunner fans out there could recommend 'The Sheep
>Look Up.'

Yes, strongly, but with caveats.  _The Sheep Look Up_ is not an easy book
to read - it is both a very depressing book and stylistically unusual.
(Though I think the style is borrowed/imitated/stolen from the "America"
series by John dos Passos.)

>It seems that this book is about 80% tangential info about how horribly
>bad off the environment is, and 20% story.  And for the 20% that is a
>story, I'm not sure there's any real plot to it yet.  There' a rather
>large cast of characters loosely connected together by Wats, insurance,
>and poisoned releaf food, but so what.

If you continue reading, you will find that the different characters, and
seemingly unconnected story lines, begin to tie together more and more
tightly as the story progresses - you begin to see the actions of one
character affecting the lives of another, or even the characters themselves
meeting and interacting.

Also, the environmental detioration is both the main point of the story,
and a driving element of the plot.  Many of the characters actions are a
reaction to the detioration of the environment.  Of course the book is also
somewhat heavy-handed in this element.

David
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 18:34:40 GMT
From: toms@ihs.com (Tom Stockman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

Jon Jasper (carolync@netcom.com) wrote:
>I'm wondering if any Brunner fans out there could recommend 'The Sheep
>Look Up.'  I'm up to about page 170 out of 460, and I'm really tempted to
>quit it.

I'm with you, I rarely put a book down...I wish I had with this one...

This book just gets worse & worse, and bleaker and bleaker.

Brunner has written two fairly awesome books.  Stand On Zanzibar is
spectacular!  And Shockwave Rider is extremely intriguing - it has some
very interesting predictions for what happens to society with the advent of
national computer networks, and presents some extremely interesting utopian
ideas about how this might work for the better...

After one works the kinks out, of course...

Throw TSLU in the trash!

Tom Stockman
toms@ihs.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 22:07:54 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

To reinforce what some other people have already said:

_Stand On Zanzibar_ is possibly better, definitely more cheerful.  Deals
more with overpopulation than pollution, but those two, along with _The
Shockwave Rider_ and the one I always forget..._The Jagged Orbit_?...are a
thematic tetralogy dealing with different kinds of "pollution".

The style used in _SOZ_ and _TSLU_ is a bit experimental, but I think it
works for those books(Walter Jon Williams also used it in his novelette
"Side Effects"); you start by jumping around a lot, but gradually start
focusing on some of the characters.  It's certainly not to everyone's
taste, so feel free to ditch it and read something more uplifting, like
_Players At The Game of People_.  :-)

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 15:56:09 GMT
From: fkiesche3@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Sheep Look Up

Keep slogging through the book. Along with "The Shockwave Rider" and "Stand
on Zanzibar" it remains one of my favorite books by Brunner. The shock that
I felt when one character loses a child (I won't say anymore) is still with
me.  That kind of feeling rarely lasts with other books and I read Sheep
for the first time around 1975 (?).

On "Stand on Zanzibar", I read it twice, using a different method each
time, and almost felt like I was reading a different book each time. The
first time I read it, I read all of the short stories and essays one after
another and then read the integrated novel. The second time I read the book
from one end to another. How have other people read this book?

I recall that when "The Shockwave Rider" first came out there were some
reviews that castigaged the publishers for a bad editing job. Apparently
chunks of the book were taken out and some characters were combined into
one character. Does anybody else remember this (the review I recall was
either in F&SF or Analog). Did Brunner ever come out with a "director's
cut" equivalent to this novel?

I also have fond memories of these three books (along with "Squares of the
City" and "Jagged Orbit" becuase I used them for the basis for a paper I
submited to a Urban Studies class - a very difficult teacher who gave me an
"A" based primarily on the paper and how these books examined urban
problems...

Fred Kiesche
FKiesche3@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 16:53:12 GMT
From: dennis@cadkey.com (Dennis Paul Himes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

   FWIW, I've found all of the Brunner I've read good but not excellent.
One of my favorites is _The_Infinitive_of_Go_, which is the best
alternative universe story I've read (although I'm not normally a fan of
alternative universe stories, by which I means stories in which there are
universes similar to but different than ours and people travel between
them).  If you like Clifford Simak, I would recommend Brunner's
_To_Catch_a_Falling_Star_, which seems to be greatly influenced by Simak.

Dennis Paul Himes
dennis@cadkey.com

------------------------------
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Date: 8 Feb 94 17:25:04 GMT
From: cah@charybdis.jpl.nasa.gov (Allen Halsell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: News about "Mists of Avalon" Sequels?

I've read rumors about two sequels to "Mists of Avalon" by Marion Zimmer
Bradley.  I find this hard to imagine and easy to believe, given the
"sequel-itis" raging through the genre.

Can anyone illuminate me as to when/if these books are coming out?

Allen Halsell
cah@lewis.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 01:07:37 GMT
From: sk150@namaste.cc.columbia.edu (Steven Kasow)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust's _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_

David Goldfarb <goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu> wrote:
>   *All* of Brust's books have 17 chapters.

Well, my first reaction upon reading this was "No way! _The Phoenix Guards_
has to have way more!" So, I checked, the book ends with "Chapter the
Thirty-Fourth" and is indeed split into two books, the first book ending
after chapter, you guessed it, seventeen.

Well, my second reaction is: why?!?! Any fans out there know the answer?
Does the man just like prime numbers?  Does he do it just to confuse fans?

Steven Kasow
sk150@columbia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 19:09:25 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Mirror Dance

Dani Zweig (dani@netcom.com) wrote:
>I just wanted to add my voice to the chorus.  

Me too.  This book is worth it.  I'm really very glad I went back and
reread everything (okay, I skipped _Falling Free_ and didn't get around to
_Borders of Infinity_, and I'm regretting skipping that last) recently;
there are a _lot_ of small references incorporated into this novel.

Spoilers may follow:

For example, at one point Ivan is showing Mark around the capital,
including the now-urban-renewaled caravanserai where Bothari grew up and
took Koudelka on that rather ill-thought-out expedition.  Where Bothari,
Droushnakova and Cordelia found Alys Vorpatril and Ivan was born.  Ivan and
Mark check out the spot where Ivan was born (Mark is, of course, skeptical
- - it's now a shop selling overpriced antiques), and the spot where Lord
Vorpatril was killed (marked by a plaque).  Best of all is the face-off
between Mark and 3 poor inhabitants of the shabbier part of the
caravanserai - the resulting encounter drives home the differences between
Mark (including Mark's incredibly lethal tendencies) and Miles, recalls the
Bothari/Koudelka encounter with a much larger band years earlier, and
points out the limits to what even Cordelia and Aral have been able to
accomplish in thirty years.

That isn't even a central incident, although it could have been.  This book
has a *lot* of incidents like this: discussions in the library
unintentionally eavesdropped on, individuals wandering through relatives
old rooms and encountering objects from the past, children of characters we
knew from the past, repercussions of the now-accomplished plans of Aral and
Cordelia.  All recall the past, but Bujold nevertheless escapes the trap of
trying to render her universe complete; where once we had Barrayarans
wandering around among galactics, we now have a galactic planting himself
on Barrayar, planning to stay.  The potential scope of the series is larger
at the end of the book than at the beginning and at the same time, it could
be ended with this book.

Partly because the plot revolves around Mark's development as a person,
partly because of the presence of Cordelia, this book has a lot more
explicit psychobabble style characterization.  For the most part, I'd say
it works.  The weirdest thing about this book is the way so many characters
from previous books show up, appear to be about to play a major role, and
then get abruptly (and appropriately!) taken out of the action.  Their
shadow, the ghost of their presence, the importance of their absence then
proceeds to play a crucial role in succeeding events.  Miles while dead;
Aral while awaiting his replacement heart; ImpSec in the person of *anyone*
while Mark is at Baron Ryoval's for five days.

Cordelia still can't manage to leave Barrayar, but even though she's alive
and moving around, she's mostly coping with other problems.  Like Illyan,
she's dealing with the complicated political situation that results from
Miles' disappearance, Mark's appearance, and Aral's cardiac problems.  As a
result, we see her as much through Mark encountering the people she's
influenced (there's a great one liner where Mark notes Cordelia's mark in
Gregor's upbringing, recalling the end of Barrayar where, immediately after
Cordelia is informed she'll have zero power in the Regency, she's handed
Gregor to raise for the first few years), as we see her in person.

This indirect style of characterizing off-stage people is effective and
compelling - it more than makes up for some of the explicit analyzing that
goes on around Mark.

All in all, _Mirror Dance_ is a very good piece of character driven drama.

(And I *really* liked the way Jackson's Whole winds up being portrayed as a
kind of evil twin of Barrayar - no law, everything driven by relationships
between extremely powerful warring factions, many of whom are connected by
blood ties.  The primary difference turns out to be the fulcrum for
Cordelia's lever on Barrayar, which might not work at all on Jackson's
Whole (but given the way Mark turned out, one never knows): trust.  The
Deal is the Oath of Jackson's Whole, but without trust, without a solid
expectation of fidelity.  Good stuff.)

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 22:24:19 GMT
From: ckd@kei.com (Christopher Davis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Mirror Dance (contains SPOILERS)

Rebecca Crowley <rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com> writes:
> Me too.  This book is worth it.  I'm really very glad I went back and
> reread everything (okay, I skipped _Falling Free_ and didn't get around
> to _Borders of Infinity_, and I'm regretting skipping that last)
> recently; there are a _lot_ of small references incorporated into this
> novel.

Indeed.  Those self-same references led to my "rereading recommendations".
I had just re-read _Borders_ (ironically enough, since it was the one you
*hadn't* summarized :-) and I'm glad I did.

Were I to make a one-word summary of What This Book Is About, that word
would be "identity".  How you define yourself, how you relate to other
people who are related to you (especially when they're your clone, or
you're their clone, or you're each clones of someone else); all this is a
central theme.

Spoilers follow.  If you haven't read _Mirror Dance_ yet, *DON'T READ ANY
FURTHER*.  Really.  This book, more than many others, deserves to be read
*unspoiled*.

Even the cover starts out exploring the theme - this is "A Vorkosigan
Adventure", *not* "A Miles Vorkosigan Adventure".  The theme of the
mirror-image is in both the title and the cover art (but note the beard; a
visible difference - your clone is NOT your mirror).

The theme is repeated: use of the mirror dance in helping Mark and Kareen
become more comfortable with each other; the ambiguous "coming out of
unconsciousness" sequence where it could be Aral *or* Miles for a couple
pages (and you don't know which); the Duronas; the cryo-amnesiac Miles; the
Naismith/Vorkosigan duality, explored in more detail; Mark's "black gang";
the reactions of everyone to Mark, and of Mark to everyone; and many more,
even smaller items.

In many ways, Miles and Mark become like the pair of mirrors in a barber
shop, leading to an infinite regress; they start out "near" each other, but
then rapidly diverge into separate individuals.

Christopher Davis
ckd@kei.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 15:56:11 GMT
From: fkiesche3@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Bujold Query

The new Bujold book sounds great. Silly question though (and I apologize if
this has been beaten into the ground already):

What is the proper order in which to read these stories?

Thanks much.

Fred Kiesche
FKiesche3@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 00:09:10 GMT
From: lipton@dorsai.dorsai.org (Robert Bryan Lipton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Mirror Dance (contains SPOILERS)

Just finished MIRROR DANCE yesterday.  While I enjoy it and think Bujold is
one of the better new writers, I still think she glossed over some of the
elements: Mark's insanityand Miles' amnesia should have been handled in
greater detail.  Instead she provided the same razzle-dazzle
plotting-of-errors that she does so well but, that didn't work quite so
well.

Still, a very good novel.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 17:25:36 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold Query

<fkiesche3@aol.COM> wrote:
>What is the proper order in which to read these stories?

To begin with, DON'T read _Mirror Dance_ till you have read some of the
other books, it will just confuse the hell out of you.

There are two ~"proper"~ orders in which to read them.  One is in the order
of publication; the other is that of internal chronology.

Bujold publishes the internal chronology at the end of _MD_ which, since I
happen to have my copy here, I will transcribe.

   Falling Free
   Shards of Honor
   Barrayar
   The Warrior's Apprentice
   The Vor Game
   Ethan of Athos
   Brothers in Arms
   Borders of Infinity (which contains stories stretching all the
      way back to before The Vor Game)
   Mirror Dance

Now, you can begin with _Falling Free_ (which takes place about two hundred
years before Miles is born) and read steadily forward.  Or you canm start
with _The Warrior's Apprentice_ (the first book written) and read forward
from there, and pick up the first three books whenever you feel like it.

I'd say, at a minimum, read _The Warrior's Apprentice_ and _Brothers in
Arms_ before you try _Mirror Dance._

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 00:24:49 GMT
From: DENISEI@alcon.acu.edu (DENISE INGLIS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card: Lost Boys

***SLIGHT SPOILERS***

Started _Lost Boys_ the other day.  I wasn't sure I wanted to get into it.
I didn't really like the novella b/c the autobiographical elements gave me
the creeps.  It was hard to separate author from work.  OTOH it's probably
those same autobiographical elements that give the work such a sharp
reality.  I mean, they teach writers "Write what you know", right?

Despite my misgivings the book has been pretty good so far: good pacing,
good characterizations, the 3 children have distinctive personalites.  I
was really into the scene where DeAnne, the mom, admonishes her oldest son,
Stevie, to scream if a stranger approached him who did not know the
pre-arranged "password".  Then Stevie says, "What if no-one hears me
scream?"  I got a sudden chill down my back remembering what happened in
the novella.  <shiver>

I think the name of the computer software company in the book, "Eight Bits,
Inc." is pretty funny. :D

Denise Inglis
denisei@alcon.acu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 09:07:29 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Crawford: The Sure Death of a Mouse

paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik):
>>Dan Crawford's "The Sure Death of a Mouse" is a sequel to his earlier
>>"Rouse a Sleeping Cat".  Well, sort of a sequel - the setting is the
>
>Wouldn't prequel be more accurate?  The events here occur before _Rouse a
>Sleeping Cat_, I think.  The biggest clue is Polijn, who is dragged out of
>the Swamp in TSDoaM, and as I recall is Arbeth's apprentice in RaSC.

Quite right, and my mistake.  I'd blanked on the fact that the second main
character was Polijn in the other book as well.  Actually, there's a much
simpler way to determine the order: King Conan III, Lord of All Rossacotta,
the Mines of Troppo, And Anything Else He Can Take, is eight years old in
'Mouse' and nine in 'Cat'.  As I said, though, either book stands well on
its own.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 18:18:31 GMT
From: rogrif@ca.sandia.gov (griffith richard o)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jablokov's _Deeper Sea_

I haven't checked my copyright dates, but did he write _A Deeper Sea_
BEFORE he wrote _To Carve the Sky_?  I didn't like ADS nearly as much, and
I am trying to decide if Jablakov tried something that just didn't work for
me, or if ADS is an older work that TCTS and his writing has just improved
(IMHO).  For me, ADS lacked likeable characters, was depressing, and was
confusing at the same time. Was ADS just TOO deep for me?  Any
thoughts/comments?

Richard Griffith

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 05:41:36 GMT
From: stile@okcforum.osrhe.edu (Howard Wilson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George R. R. Martin

Jorge DeLaCruz (jorge@clark.net) wrote:
>>Does anyone know when (or if) the next Wild Cards book is due to be
>>released?  And if so, what's the topic?
>
>I heard (on the net) that it would be out in March.  Hopefully it would
>continue on the Card Sharks, with Hartmann being involved.

Boy, do I have news for you guys.

I asked a month or so ago about the new WC book, and was told March.
Knowing that when book publishers say March, start looking in February, I
have been paying CLOSE attention to new arrivals at B. Daltons.

Wild Cards   Book II of a New Cycle: Marked Cards   IS OUT!!!!

Waldenbooks has it too, so I suspect any major store will have it.  If it
got to Oklahoma, then it got to you.  (Overseas people excluded).

Have yet to read it, as I just got it the other day and I am still working
on Isle of Woman by Piers Anthony.

Howard Wilson II
stile@okcforum.osrhe.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 14:46:37 GMT
From: 880774h@dragon.acadiau.ca (Chris Hulan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Moon's sequels/prequels to Deeds of Paksenarrion

I was in the local second hand book store and saw two sequels/ prequels to
Moon's Paksenarrion<sp> triligy.  The first was about Gird (I forget the
title), and the second was titled _Liar's Oath_.

I was wondering if they are woth picking up.  I really enjoyed the trilogy,
but we all know what sequels and prequels can be like.

Chris Hulan
chris.hulan@acadiau.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 16:43:32 GMT
From: daoffer@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Debora Offer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Moon's sequels/prequels to Deeds of Paksenarrion

"Surrender None" (about Gird) is very good.  "Liar's Oath" was not as good
as DoP but I think that's because I didn't like the main character.  I'd
recommend getting at least "Surrender None".  

Debora
offer@mamba.asg.arlut.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 20:06:36 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Moon's sequels/prequels to Deeds of Paksenarrion

Chris Hulan (880774h@dragon.acadiau.ca) wrote:
>I was in the local second hand book store and saw two sequels/ prequels to
>Moon's Paksenarrion<sp> triligy.  The first was about Gird (I forget the
>title), and the second was titled _Liar's Oath_.

I went mildly ga-ga over Moon's DoP latish last year (for a wide variety of
reasons, many of which I enumerated in some essays I wrote and never
posted, I found the treatment of religion in DoP absolutely fascinating)
and asked this same question.  Several people posted, and I got a fair
amount of email about it, as well.  Consensus is about what Debora Offer
said, although some were a bit stronger on the subject.  I believe Dani
Zweig said Surrender None was a "disappointment" and Liar's Oath a step
down even from that.  I haven't bothered to read them yet.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 18:43:40 GMT
From: MCCLYMER@maine.maine.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David R. Palmer and sequil to Threshold

   Does anyone else remember author David R. Palmer? He wrote "Emergence"
and then "Threshold" which was part of a series.  I hunted for a long time
for the sequel "To halt Armegedon" (ISBN 0- 553-25626-2).  At first it
appeared in the reader's guide as un published, price and date not set.
Bantam eventually re-released "Emergence" with an afterward by the author
explaining his writers block and how the threshold sequel was next on his
list, etc..  Know the writer's guide actually gives an ISBN # and a price
$3.95 but no PUB date. Bantam said that the book is very old and hasn't
been in print in years an doesn't even on their customer service computer
system.  Has anyone actually seen a copy of the sequel?  Can you provide me
with some details?

Thanks in advance. 

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 14:23:13 GMT
From: scg@panix.com (Steven Gould)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David R. Palmer and sequil to Threshold

The third book by Palmer (which =was= contracted for) has yet to be
delivered (or published, obviously).

Steven Gould
scg@panix.com
steve.gould@genie.geis.com

------------------------------
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Date: 8 Feb 94 07:34:59 GMT
From: holt@clark.net (Robert Holt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Richard Grant Obscura...

I'm looking for any fans of Richard Grant.

I'd like to have a discussion with someone about "Views From The Oldest
House", one of the most original, mythical, poetical, cynical books ever
written.

Actually, I'd be happy if anyone has even heard of him!

Robert Holt
WJHU Baltimore Public Radio

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 10:20:53 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Richard Grant Obscura...

Robert, I think you'll find a number of people who like Richard Grant.  I
originally encountered him by picking up _Rumors of Spring_ on a whim.  I
was very pleasantly surprised at the result!  He was clearly a skilled
writer with a sense of whimsy.

After that, I ordered _Saraband of Lost Time_ from The Other Change of
Hobbit Bookstore (510-848-0413).  I didn't care for that novel as much.

When _Views from the Oldest House_ came out, I eagerly bought it, started
reading it, and became confused.  The stream-of-consciousness style of the
novel offgeputted me, and I had to put it down.  Much later, I tried the
novel again, tried _harder_, and found my efforts rewarded.  Much of the
prose is simply lyrical, and there are incredible insights in the novel as
well.  I strongly suspect I would appreciate the novel even more on a
second reading, but well, time is so pressing these days.  Sometime.

His fourth novel, _Through the Heart_ was good as well, more narrative than
_Views_ but nonetheless interesting.  I disliked the ending, though.

Not only is Grant a good writer, but his wife is perhaps even better.
Elizabeth Hand, author of _Winterlong_ and its sequels, is married to RG.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 19:16:56 GMT
From: eliz@ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Richard Grant Obscura...

By the way, Richard Grant may belong in the postapocalyptic thread,
although the apocalypse, whatever it was, lies far in the past in his
books; they are something like Vance's _Dying Earth_ stories that way.

Robert Holt writes:
>I'm looking for any fans of Richard Grant

I wouldn't describe myself as a "fan" of Richard Grant, but maybe under the
circumstances (unless Mark Pitcavage and Dani Zweig are simply slow to wade
in on this one) you may have to make do with me, and keep in mind that I
characterized Richard Grant as "John Crowley lite" (think it was Crowley)
recently in this forum.

I have read _Saraband of Lost Time_ and _Rumors of Spring_, and I have not
yet penetrated _Views from the Oldest House_.  This isn't for want of
trying; I liked the opening of the book, but when the overly self-indulgent
stuff, particularly about Malachi, began, my interest flagged.  I have not
yet been sufficiently curious to pick the book up and push myself through
it (putting it in a class with _The Last Voyage of Somebody the Sailor_; I
usually finish books).  I also found writing such as "The unoriginal hungry
student moved onto thriving slopes, passing from the gloomy pre-Dissolution
landscape back another century and a half to the glowing afternoon of
Luminism" to be turgid and unrewarding.  And cute.  When you go to the
trouble of decoding a sentence like that, you expect to be impressed or
entertained at the end, but I was routinely disappointed.  That Grant was
trying to do something special and individual is obvious; he failed, the
writing collapsing under the weight of its metaphors.

_Saraband of Lost Time_ and _Rumors of Spring_ contain many of the same
mystic-transformation themes and expansive tendencies as _Oldest House_,
but are less experimental, or perhaps just as experimental but in a more
controlled way, in fewer areas at once.  Of those two, _Rumors of Spring_
is the better book, more unified in the end.  _Saraband_ is lighter and
less weighty.

I have wondered if the failure of _Oldest House_ to engage me is due to the
very male, gendered slant of Grant's writing, which I had also noticed in
the two earlier books.  There is little for me to identify with in Turner
Ashenden or any of the other characters.  The women characters are (at
least to where I abandoned the story) dull, all vessels and pawns and
obvious Symbolic Plot Devices.  I can read about a male character with
great pleasure, but there has to be less writing in the way for me to do
it.

Elizabeth Willey

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 06:31:22 GMT
From: holt@clark.net (Robert Holt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Richard Grant Obscura...

Elizabeth Willey (eliz@ai.mit.edu) wrote:
>That Grant was trying to do something special and individual is obvious;
>he failed, the writing collapsing under the weight of its metaphors.

Do you mean that he loses his credibility with silly metaphors? Or that
they're too "weighty", too hard to get through? I was captivated by them,
silly though they were, that seems to be one of his devices.

For example: 

   "Someone had executed a sculpture of two snakes. Or maybe they were
dragons. The figures were luridly detailed, arm-thick, molded of bright
synthetic stuff that had dried to a pourous simulacrum of skin.  The two
creatures squared off in petrified, unconvincing combat across something
Turner could only think of as a laminated bird bath. The white one looked
like it was winning. Barely, though. The red one-- older, Turner guessed,
than its rival --hung on. Its reptillian features were set in weary
stubbornness and its foreclaws enclosed a fin jutting up from the pedestal.
Which maybe, then, was supposed to be a sundial. So much the worse: fake
pagan astronomy. The glaring plastic face of time."

Should we take this metaphor seriously?
 
>_Saraband of Lost Time_ and _Rumors of Spring_ contain many of the same
>mystic-transformation themes and expansive tendencies as _Oldest House_,
>but are less experimental, or perhaps just as experimental but in a more
>controlled way, in fewer areas at once.  Of those two, _Rumors of Spring_
>is the better book, more unified in the end.  _Saraband_ is lighter and
>less weighty.

I completely agree with what you say here.  I enjoyed Rumors of Spring, but
something about his style opened up with "Views..."

I definitely belive his writing to be male-slanted, and yes, the women
merely vessels in his writing but, concerning Symbolic Plot Devices, well,
I think that is one of Grant's trademarks - his use of myths and
mythological characters put in a modern (or post-post-apocalyptic :-))
setting to update them, like in Rumors of Spring..."There is only one
story..." I wish the characters had more depth, but how much depth does
Arthur have in Mallory? Or Morgause in "Mists of Avalon?"

There is an ineffable quality in this work.  Something charmed me, sucked
me into this world that still feels incredibly vivd when I think about it
today. I guess it's because I can relate to the male characters, I have
experienced a group house like the Solar Temple, and I enjoy the myths
Grant is recreating.
  
Robert Holt
WJHU Baltimore Public Radio

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 04:42:13 GMT
From: shorst@nyx10.cs.du.edu (Scott Horst)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Richard Grant Obscura...

I'll have to second, or third, the opinions about _Views from the Oldest
House_. I found it fascinating, but it didn't come together for me. I
couldn't finish it after having really enjoyed _Rumors of Spring_. The John
Crowley comparison is apt - I probably picked up _Rumors_ because it showed
promise of containing Crowleyesque elements (mysterious, thoughtful,
humorous, arcane), and I thought it was well worth the read.  _Views_
promised more depth to me, but maybe I just didn't catch on. I guess I'll
have to try the others.

Has anybody added Richard Grant to the "authors with style" thread?

Scott Horst
shorst@nyx10.cs.du.edu
af256@freenet.hsc.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 22:19:53 GMT
From: schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu (Christina Schulman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Seeker's Mask_ by P.C.Hodgell -MAJOR SPOILERS

Dani Zweig, dani@netcom.com writes:
> Caldane's indisposition not being as temporary as we assumed is a
> delightful twist.  How much of that crystal does Jame have left?  I'm
> fairly sure she didn't use it all.

I was under the impression that she had used it all, but she does know
where to get more.  Except, of course, that she left the Builders' city in
the Anarchies collapsing into rubble.

Possibly it wouldn't be so potent for the Builders?  Then again, Highborn
are *supposed* to be difficult to poison, and the Builders were smaller.

It's going to make matters interesting for Caldane at the next High Council
at Gothregor, particularly if they haven't gotten around to repairing the
windows and the roof yet.

> (When you think about it, she's accumulating an incredible arsenal...  a
> book of impossibly powerful spells

Well, they do tend to leave her with a sore throat.  We've seen one
elemental Master Rune apiece in the latter two books; presumably we'll see
"Earth, leap" and "Water, flow" in the next two.  (We should be so lucky as
to see the next two books at all.)

> thieves' skills (including the ability to walk on air, if enough people
> clap)

But would this work away from Tai-tastigon?  Presumably the temples keep
things better in line elsewhere.  Although it's implied that with Ishtier's
return the priests at Wilden aren't paying attention to that sort of thing,
which is why the weirdingstrom occurred.

(Didn't Canden go off to explore a temple that's been abandoned by the
priests?  Oy.)

Solution: let's go back to Tai-tastigon!  Jame owes Gorgo a visit now
anyway.

> the attention of the Arrin-ken,

Considering the attitude of Jorin's new buddy in the Snowthorns, I don't
think this is exactly an asset!  Of course, now that Jame has a good answer
for that old riddle, the Arrin-ken no longer have a decent excuse to stay
away.

One thing that isn't made clear: in Wilden, Jame recognizes the chorus of
the Arrin-ken in the God Voice.  Are *they* the God Voice, or are they just
chiming in now that they've taken an interest in Jame?  Since the God Voice
posed the riddle that gave them an excuse to withdraw in the first place,
either they're newly interested in Jame, or they've been very, very
manipulative for a very long time now.

> political power (and enough Shanir blood backing it up to bind about two
> thousand Kendar at need)...

Where do you get this figure?  I know Tori has about that many bound, but
he hasn't blood-bound them (understandably).

>>Jame emerges from the ceremony, not exactly unscathed but at least with
>>the favor of the elemental gods of the Merikit.
> 
> *Is* she planning to return next year?  I suspect the Merikit would
> also be just as happy if she didn't.

She wasn't given a choice about attending this year.  And in a case of
feed-or-be-fed-to-the-River-Snake, I suspect she'd defend her status.

>>Bane guarding the Objects of Power with only a multitude of bugs for
>>company
> 
> The problem with Ashe's grizzly plan for keeping Bane happy is that only
> she and Jame know where to look, and Jame isn't likely to tell.  Can we
> assume that Ashe is going to be gossiping to people she doesn't much
> like?

Ashe will presumably be gossiping about more than that.  In "Stranger
Blood" it seems to be common knowledge that Jame's full name is Jamethiel,
and that she spent several years in Gerridon's house; among the titles she
has accumulated is "Darkling."  (And 'Bender is in her retinue, so I
suppose she'll be going back for a visit.)  Another title of hers is
"Lordan of Ivory," which probably has something to do with that white
rathorn.  It's interesting that she's managed to hang onto lordan status
despite being known for a darkling.

> ... Hodgell *could* pick the story up where she leaves this one but, it
> would work very well if instead she picked up ten years later, with the
> situation implied by "Stranger Blood".

I disagree!  I want to see what happens at Tentir.  Besides, "Stranger
Blood" isn't 10 years later, it's no more than 6 years later: the events in
_Seeker's Mask_ take place exactly 34 years after the White Hills, and
"Stranger Blood" takes place almost 40 years after.  (No, I don't have it
memorized; I checked. :-) (But where's Jorin?)  I'm impressed that the
Riverland is still more or less standing despite having Jame around for 6
whole years.  Bonus trivia: According to the colored map of the Riverland
on the Frontispiece, it's now the year 3027, which would put the White
Hills in 2993, "Stranger Blood" around 3033, and Jame's and Tori's birthday
around 3000, which is a nice round number.

I wish Marc had at least put in an appearance in _Seeker's Mask_; all Brier
Iron-thorn does is look big and glower.

Christina Schulman
Pittsburgh NMR Institute                 
schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu
schulman@clarity.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 07:01:25 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Seeker's Mask_ by P.C.Hodgell -MAJOR SPOILERS

schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu (Christina Schulman):
>>thieves' skills (including the ability to walk on air, if enough people
>>clap)
>But would this work away from Tai-tastigon?

I asked just that question at Confrancisco, and was told 'no'.  But I think
she should reconsider. :)

>Solution: let's go back to Tai-tastigon!  Jame owes Gorgo a visit now
>anyway.

I suspect that he'd be willing to pass.  (It beats passing away!)

>>political power (and enough Shanir blood backing it up to bind about two
>>thousand Kendar at need)...
>
>Where do you get this figure?  I know Tori has about that many bound, but
>he hasn't blood-bound them (understandably).

I didn't mean blood-binding.  On the basis of the discussion in "Dark of
the Moon", binding appears to be the standard Highborn talent for any
Highborn with *any* Shanir talents, and the number of Kendar you can bind
seems to be a measure of strength.  Since followers are a source of
economic, political, and military power, Tori is presumably at his limit
with two thousand.  And indications are that Jame is at least as powerful
as he is.  (He ought to have some physical manifestation.  The fact that
his hair is going white doesn't count, considering how much grief he's been
getting.  Do you suppose maybe he has two noses and nobody's noticed? :)

>Another title of hers is "Lordan of Ivory," which probably has something
>to do with that white rathorn.

Let's hope it's that, and not the knife. :)

>It's interesting that she's managed to hang onto lordan status despite
>being known for a darkling.

It's not against the Law to be a darkling, just Custom. :-) And, of course,
there are precious few Knorth alternatives.

>>... Hodgell *could* pick the story up where she leaves this one but, it
>>would work very well if instead she picked up ten years later, with the
>>situation implied by "Stranger Blood".
>
>I disagree!  I want to see what happens at Tentir...

There are two perspectives, the artistic and the fannish.  From the fannish
perspective, I want the next ten years covered at the rate of one book per
six months.  But it's more artistic to leave things untold and bring a
story to an eventual close.  (Explaining Bender would be the challenging
part.)

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 13:52:18 GMT
From: dac@prolix.apana.org.au (Andrew Clayton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tim Powers and Clive Barker

I picked up Powers' _Last Call_ on whim; having only read _The Anubis
Gates_ a few years ago, I was hoping it would be keen.

During the time between buying the book and actually reading it (to-read
piles are a growing problem everywhere) I became addicted to playing poker
in the #poker channel of IRC (Inter Relay Chat).

The book was very close to Earth in lots of places.  I certainly felt for
the protagonist, during his quest.  Powers' description of the hidden
Egyptian gods was reminiscent of his earlier Anubis Gates.

I had a problem with the physical reality of the ghost-like being that was
Our Hero's dead-wife.  And the other haphazard meetings with strange and
meaningful side-characters.  The book would have been less without them,
yet they cannot be rationally explained.

'It's a story Dac' - yah, and a keen story too.  It works, even with these
irrationalities.  At the end, the entire book rests on a number of
fantastic impossibilities.

I liked it.  Glad someone else did too.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		  Books - Hogan (4 msgs) & Kay (8 msgs) &
                          Volsky (2 msgs) & Wurts

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 10:03:07 GMT
From: vanyel@crl.com (Paul W. Cashman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James P. Hogan: where have you gone?

taia_a@ix.wcc.govt.nz (Second Genyosha) writes:
>gregg@hrc2.harvard.edu (Gregg Germain) writes:
>>I read Hogan's books in the late 70's and thought they were great. But
>>recent trips to the bookstores are disappointing as I see no new books by
>>this author. Last one I read was Thrice Upon a Time.  Does anyone have
>>any info on the author or his later works?
>
> Alive and well as far as I know, 

He seemed fine at last year's ChattaCon.  A very gracious gentleman; any
author who invites a strung-out-on-Sunday-lookin' fan to lunch is a Good
Egg in my book.  :) (Alas, I had to decline.)

>there was a sequel to the the "Giants" trilogy, _Inherit the Stars_,
>_Gentle Giants of Ganyemade_ and _Giant's Star_.  It was called
>_Entoverse_ and released in 1992? Basicly it was the handling of the
>occupation of Jerlven(sp) and the impact of VR etc.. I thought that the
>book wasn't as good as I remember Hogan, but upon rereading the Giant's
>trilogy I found that it wasn't that good. Times change our tastes I guess.

I think that trilogy got better and better.  _Entoverse_ didn't quite
measure up, but then again, it had stiff competition.  I also very much
like VOYAGE TO YESTERYEAR, an excellent modern-day workable Utopia.

Paul W. Cashman
vanyel@crl.com 

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 20:21:38 GMT
From: kenyon@pogo.den.mmc.com (Warren Edward Kenyon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James P. Hogan: where have you gone?

palmer@cco.caltech.edu (David M. Palmer) writes:
>Just looking at my bookshelf, there are the Giants novels, Code of the
>Lifemaker, Voyage From Yesteryear, The Proteus Operation, Mirror Maze, The
>Endgame Enigma.

If those are the only ones of his on your shelf, then you have missed the
best two, "The Genesis Machine" and "Two Faces of Tomorrow".  Both are
before he starting letting his libertarian viewpoint dominate the story.

>He's written quite a few.  However, in many of his newer books he lets the
>libertarian propaganda dominate getting in the way of the story,
>characters writing, etc..  I haven't read bothered to read many of his
>recent ones for this reason.  Too bad, he used to be a good writer.  As
>someone once said of someone else (H. G. Wells?), he's sold his birthright
>for a pot of message.

Actually, though, if the message is good, and the cause just, I am willing
to let it slide.  Of course, I happen to be libertarian.  I agree that his
earlier stuff was better, but even bad Hogan is better than the best of
most other authors.  I think "Entoverse" was his worst.  He should have
left the giants alone after book 2.

Read the two books I mentioned, if you haven't. I envy anybody reading
those for the first time.  Same with Thrice Upon A Time, which is the first
of his that I read.  It was like discovering a best friend.

kenyon@pogo.den.mmc.com
kenyon@fr2.den.mmc.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 15:56:18 GMT
From: fkiesche3@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Where Have You Gone, J.P. Hogan?"

I seem to recall an announcement in Locus (one to one and a half years ago)
that Hogan was working on a sequel to "Code of the Lifemaker", to be
publised by Del Rey. Has anybody heard anything newer on this?

"Code" was an amusing book. I didn't think that I would enjoy it when I
started reading it, but I had fun by the end!

I also vastly enjoyed the "Giants" novels, especially "Inherit the Stars".
I've read most of his others, but have not kept them in the collection...

Fred Kiesche
FKiesche3@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 08:10:31 GMT
From: Bob_Hearn@qm.claris.com (Robert Hearn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James P. Hogan: where have you gone?

gregg@hrc2.harvard.edu (Gregg Germain) wrote:
>  Does anyone have any info on the author or his later works?

Well, I'm not sure on the exact order, but there have been several books
since _Thrice Upon a Time_.  Unfortunately, the recent ones have gone
wayyyy downhill, and some don't even qualify as SF at all.

As far as I know, this is a complete list of his novels, in rough
chronological order (names off the top of my head, may get a few wrong):

Inherit the Earth
The Gentle Giants of Ganymede
Giant's Star

The Two Faces of Tomorrow
Voyage to Yesteryear
Thrice Upon a Time
The Genesis Machine
Code of the Lifemaker

The Proteus Operation
Endgame Enigma
Mirror Maze
The Infinity Gambit
Entoverse
The Multiplex Man

There is also a recent novel(ette) that I can't remember the name of.
There is also _Minds, Machines, and Evolution_, which is mostly essays with
(I think) some short stories thrown in.

I tend to think of them in those clusters.  The Giants trilogy was great.
The following five are all favorites of mine as well.  Of the last group,
they are increasingly political fiction and less science fiction.  _The
Proteus Operation_ strikes a very good balance (would make a great movie),
_Endgame Enigma_ somewhat less so, and _Mirror Maze_ and _The Infinity
Gambit_ I wouldn't bother to read.  (At least, if you want SF, and the
flavor of his earlier stuff.)  _Entoverse_ is another novel in the Giants
series, but it doesn't quite measure up to the first three.  Unlike his
previous few books, though, there are some interesting SF ideas present.
_The Multiplex Man_ I decided to wait for in paperback, but I don't think
it's going to be published in paperback.

So, if you haven't read any of those first 8, definitely track them down,
and _The Proteus Operation_ is pretty good as well.

Bob Hearn
Spartacus Software
hearn@claris.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 05:33:22 GMT
From: melissa@i-link.com (Melissa Gaul)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

e_dessu@pavo.concordia.ca wrote:
> This post is completely unrelated to any current thread (something of a
> novelty!).  I was just rereading The Fionavar Tapestry by Guy Gavriel
> Kay, and some very interesting thoughts struck me:

[stuff deleted]

> I'd like to hear from other Kay fans.  Do you think I'm full of crap?
> Did I overanalyse?  Could it be that *gasp* you agree?

On another note, did you happen to notice the references to Fionavar in
both _Tigana_ and _A Song for Arbonne_? In both it's a legendary ideal
world... I found that interesting.

Melissa

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 04:30:41 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun010.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

Guy Kay was the co-editor of _The Silmarillion_ with Christopher Tolkien,
so it's not surprising IMHO that The Fionavar Tapestry shows a lot of
Tolkien influence. Regarding the crossover between worlds, Kay has left it
open as to whether any of his later books might have passages between the
worlds (ours and another, Fionavar and another, or two new worlds, or new
worlds and either of them from Tigana and SfA, since he has subtly linked
all the novels so far into his 10 worlds of the weaver (it was quite a
shock in Tigana when I suddenly had this throw away line as a link to the
Fionavar Tapestry).

Anyway, the Good vs Evil theme is well overused in fantasy - most of the
so-called High Fantasy has the Dark lord or whatever, and the lack of this
combined with the rich writing is one of the things that make Tigana my
favourite fantasy book.

The reviews I saw at the time TFT came out were mainly along the lines of:

"Shows a lot of promise in the writing. Now that he's got Tolkien out of
his system (hopefully) he'll be one to watch out for."

and I think he delivered with Tigana.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 21:10:00 GMT
From: e_dessu@pavo.concordia.ca (dez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

>On another note, did you happen to notice the references to Fionavar in
>both _Tigana_ and _A Song for Arbonne_? In both its a legendary ideal
>world... I found that interesting.

It is very interesting.  It makes a link between all of his worlds, but
still maintains the mystical atmosphere of Fionavar.  Kay has one of his
Fionavar characters (Loren, I think, but don't quote me...) say that
Fionavar was the first world, and that all others were but poor reflections
of it.  That theme helps keep Fionavar's role in Kay's worlds as a place of
High Fantasy, separate from his other worlds where "mundane" occurrences
happen.

Just a thought, and fuel for further discussion (I hope!).

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 22:15:53 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

No, I agree. _The Fionavar Tapestry_ were good for what they were - a cross
between Tolkien and Narnia.  :-) But _Tigana_ was an absolutely awesomely
stunning book.

_A Song For Arbonne_ was great while I was reading it, but didn't tie up
the plot threads nearly as well.  For instance, I think the entire Lisseut
thread could have been deleted, since it didn't add anything plotwise.
Okay, maybe plot isn't the essential thing here, but it detracted/
distracted from the "real" plot with Blaise.  If it could only have tied in
a little better...

It had its moments, but it had some disappointments plotwise as well.
Things could have hung together better.  Even before I read _Tigana_, it
was disappointing; I would have hated to have read it after, with the
correpondingly higher expectations that would have generated...

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 18:13:46 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

Aaron V. Humphrey <aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca> wrote:
>No, I agree.  _The Fionavar Tapestry_ were good for what they were - a
>cross between Tolkien and Narnia.  :-) But _Tigana_ was an absolutely
>awesomely stunning book.

That's a pretty good way of putting it (|Tolkien||Narnia|sin(theta), I
mean).  It does take care of the obligatory "cover Tolkien's ground again"
thing that all fantasy writers seem to do. I still thought the books were
much better than your average Epic Fantasy Novel, as there are at the very
least hints of how good Kay can be (some nice character touches, some neat
ideas).

Re: Song for Arbonne

>It had its moments, but it had some disappointments plotwise as well.
>Things could have hung together better.  Even before I read _Tigana_, it
>was disappointing; I would have hated to have read it after, with the
>correpondingly higher expectations that would have generated...

I'm not sure I agree with this. If anything, I thought it hung together a
little bit better than _Tigana_ in terms of plotting. There are a few
scenes in Tigana that seem to just be stuck on to the actual plot, for some
reason that doesn't strike me as obvious. While the Lisseut thread is a bit
of a tangent to the "real" plot, it does serve a fairly clear purpose.

And the resolution of the "man left behind on the island" (I've completely
blanked on his name) thread was priceless.

All in all, I don't regret buying it in hardcover, even though the
paperback showed up three weeks later.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 19:00:15 GMT
From: melissa@i-link.com (Melissa Gaul)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey) wrote:
> _A Song For Arbonne_ was great while I was reading it, but didn't tie up
> the plot threads nearly as well.  For instance, I think the entire
> Lisseut thread could have been deleted, since it didn't add anything
> plotwise.  Okay, maybe plot isn't the essential thing here, but it
> detracted/ distracted from the "real" plot with Blaise.  If it could only
> have tied in a little better...

I liked the slightly disjointed nature of this.  Since when does everything
in life have significant connections? I felt the characters here were
enjoyably complex. I would, though, have liked the Lisseut subplot to have
been a bit larger, not leaving much of the explanation to the short excerpt
from her vitet ay the end.
 
> It had its moments, but it had some disappointments plotwise as well.
> Things could have hung together better.  Even before I read _Tigana_, it
> was disappointing; I would have hated to have read it after, with the
> correpondingly higher expectations that would have generated...

Tigana did leave a few loose ends, as well, but granted not as many. 

BTW, who _did_ Blaise give the yellow rose to? Was is Lisseut? or Ariane?
or someone else?

Melissa
melissa@i-link.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 01:42:49 GMT
From: rwl2@quads.uchicago.edu (richard william lindstrom)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

FYI: Last week, in the _USA Today_ of all places, there was a mention of _A
Song for Arbonne_ as one of the best books of the year. It was sort of "the
best books you've never heard of from 1993" list. If anyone's interested, I
can find the exact date. It was a pleasant surprise to see it mentioned...

Richard W. Lindstrom
rwl2@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 18:08:44 GMT
From: crosby@rintintin.colorado.edu (Matthew Crosby)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

I totally agree - the Fionavar Tapestry was a Tolkien re-write.  A very
good one, but a rewrite nevertheless.  (I am reminded of Le Guin's comments
about The LOtR being like the ring - enslaving huge numbers of fantasy
writers.  She said she only escaped because she was too old when she read
it)

On the other hand, Tigana (I haven't read the newest one yet) was a
wonderful re-creation of medieval Italy, imho.  It is also not black and
white story like so much modern fantasy.  I'd love it if more modern
fantasy moved away from the defeat Sauron/Morgoth/whatever they are calling
him to something more like this.  As you say, less epic.

I'm well looking forward to A Song for Arbonne

Matt
crosby@cs.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 18:58:18 GMT
From: psm1@quads.uchicago.edu (patricia sayre mccoy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Illusion_ by Paula Volsky

I've finally put this book down for good after about 1/3 of it.  It reads
like badly done history and I know how the French and Russian Revolutions
ended.  So far, all that's happened is a rather dull girl meets the queen
and has lots of dresses made for her!  Does it get any better than this?
How is Volsky's newest book _wolf of Winter_ compared to _Illusion_?

Patricia Sayre McCoy
psm1@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 19:43:33 GMT
From: msjh@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu (Judith L. Hardin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Illusion_ by Paula Volsky

Quit while you're ahead - it never gets any better.  I was very
disappointed by it (don't you just hate spending perfectly good money on a
terrible book?).  In fact, I haven't really liked anything of Volksy's
since _The Sorcerer's Lady_.

I didn't know there was a new one - promising title.  I'd be interested,
too, in hearing opinions from people who have read it.

Judi Hardin
msjh@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 01:37:09 GMT
From: VROBERTS%clinfo@msscc.med.utah.edu (VALORI ROBERTS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: My kingdom for an editor!

>First off, I threw my back out lifting it off the shelf, which is not
>literary criticism in itself but is a sign of what's wrong with the book:
>it's too damn long.  Where, oh where, have the editors gone?  Why did no
>one tell Williams to cut it to half its length?  As it stands, every
>character goes through every possible experience and emotional state, and
>it's all reported in real time.  The result at least for me being that the
>story was too sprawling and diffuse to be at all effective.  When there
>are a few well-developed characters who each go through a crisis of
>whatever sort once or twice in a book, it makes an impression and means
>something; when 75 ill-differentiated characters are having crises one
>after another on every page, they blur together.  If the book had been
>half as long, it would have been more than twice as good.

Take all of the above, insert the name Janny Wurts and _Curse_Of_The_
_Mistwraith_. She would have done herself (and us) a service to have hocked
the word processor and bought herself a good editor. Where the hell was her
editor with the red pen?!

Actually, I read an interview with her where she said that she'd had the
idea for this series for years. However, she wanted editors to leave her
precious story alone and so she wrote a bunch of trust-building books
before she started in on this one. Well, I guess she achieved her goal,
because I can see no evidence of an editor anywhere.

The story seems fair enough (not original, but o.k.) but wading through "75
ill-differentiated characters having crises one after another on every
page" gets tiresome indeed. And this is only the first 600-page book out of
5!  Well, at least the cover art will be decent.

Vroberts%clinfo@msscc.med.utah.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Rawn (10 msgs) & Tepper (3 msgs) &
                        Temps & Quantum Leap Novels (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 03:04:28 GMT
From: datta@durban.berkeley.edu (Ruchira Datta)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Melanie Rawn  (was Re: Guy G. Kay)

A Adams <aaa@scs.leeds.ac.uk> wrote:
>Anyway, the Good vs Evil theme is well overused in fantasy - most of the
>so-called High Fantasy has the Dark lord or whatever,

I'd like to take this opportunity to recommend Melanie Rawn's Dragon Prince
and Dragon Star trilogies, as most definitely *not* suffering from this
particular failing.  They have some of the fullest and most plausible
characterization I've ever seen in fantasy.  Unfortunately both trilogies
suffer from trilogy-itis (the second less so than the first), i.e., they
sag in the middle.  In particular, the second book of the first trilogy
tends to drag a bit, which turns some people off.  Let me say to those
people: read on, it's worth it.

Ruchira
datta@math.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 03:53:24 GMT
From: mjmillar@tartarus.uwa.edu.au (James Millar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn (was Re: Guy G. Kay)

While Melanie Rawn is a very good author, she tends to have just a couple
too many characters running around in any given book. Her most recent
_Skybowl_ does not even provide a good list of characters.  Reading her
novels can be an exercise in research and recall, which can make it a bit
hard to read. This is especially true if the books come out over a period
of six years, and they still refer to events in the first books *in detail*
in the sixth. Still all in all, worth the effort.

James

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 18:40:39 GMT
From: lillyp@tuzo.erin (Lilly Posarac)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Melanie Rawn

Regarding the discussion on Melanie Rawn, I just finished the Dragon Prince
and I found it really enjoyable.  It's not at the same level as Robert
Jordan's (my favorite :) ), but it's definitely fun to read.  The only
annoying thing so far has already been mentioned: all the characters are so
bloody perfect!!! Beautiful, strong, ambitious etc..

How is the second series (no spoilers please!!) compared to the first?  Is
Rawn planning anything more dealing with this world?

Thanks for any info.

Lilly Posarac
lillyp@credit.erin.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 17:59:14 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

James Millar <mjmillar@tartarus.uwa.edu.au> wrote:
>While Melanie Rawn is a very good author, she tends to have just a couple
>too many characters running around in any given book. Her most recent
>_Skybowl_ does not even provide a good list of characters.  Reading her
>novels can be an exercise in research and recall, which can make it a bit
>hard to read. This is especially true if the books come out over a period
>of six years, and they still refer to events in the first books *in
>detail* in the sixth. Still all in all, worth the effort.

This wasn't that big a fault, IMHO, though I would agree it is a bit of a
problem, espescially because some of the characters have very similar names
(Chaynal and Chayla, I believe, and both are occasionally shortened to
"Chay" for one example...) which can make it a bit difficult to figure out
who's who. Also, there's the annoying little fact that people who have died
in previous books are generally not listed in the character lists in the
back, despite the fact that they are referred to frequently. Both of these,
however are just organizational gripes...

The only major problem I had with her writing was an irritating (IM(NS)HO)
tendency to heap superlatives upon her main characters. They're the
smartest, the best fighter, the most beautiful people in the world, etc..
After about a book and a half, I start wishing for some ugly incompetents
to show up...  This gets better in the second series, but I'm cynical
enough that it still bugs me.

Bitching aside, though, they are very enjoyable books - a good way to get
through a week or so of the flu (which is why I first read them) if not
"Great Literature."

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 20:31:23 GMT
From: kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Pam Korda)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel) writes:
>The only major problem I had with her writing was an irritating (IM(NS)HO)
>tendency to heap superlatives upon her main characters. They're the
>smartest, the best fighter, the most beautiful people in the world, etc..
>After about a book and a half, I start wishing for some ugly incompetents
>to show up...  This gets better in the second series, but I'm cynical
>enough that it still bugs me.

This is the second post that I've noticed mentioning this in Rawn's "Dragon
XXX" books. I personally did not notice this. Well, this is not precisely
true. I noticed that all the characters are extraordinarily good-looking,
etc.. That, unfortunately, seems to happen in a lot of books. I just ignore
it. Personally, I thought that Rawn's characters had a ton of faults,
mostly of the psychological kind. The "Younger Generation" were just
insufferable. Pol and Andry were such arrogant bastards. And Pol's wife (I
forget her name) was the most insipid person I have had the misfortune to
meet in Real Life _or_ in literature.

Pam Korda
kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 23:48:12 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

Pam Korda <kor2@midway.uchicago.edu> wrote:
>I noticed that all the characters are extraordinarily good-looking, etc..
>That, unfortunately, seems to happen in a lot of books. I just ignore it.
>Personally, I thought that Rawn's characters had a ton of faults, mostly
>of the psychological kind. The "Younger Generation" were just
>insufferable. Pol and Andry were such arrogant bastards. And Pol's wife (I
>forget her name) was the most insipid person I have had the misfortune to
>meet in Real Life _or_ in literature.

This mostly occurs in the second series, as I recall. There's a bit of
Andry's arrogance in the first series, but as I read it, she's setting him
up as a quasi-villain.

But Rohan and Pol, and Sioned to a large degree are just amazing at damn
near everything they want to do. Rohan's a great fighter, a great ruler, a
great schemer, and so on. Sioned is the most beautiful woman any of the
characters have ever seen, she's an amazingly powerful Sun-runner, despite
being incompletely trained, and a few other things. They're all absurdly
charming, loved by everyone, fair and just, and on and on...

Don't get me wrong here - I'm not saying I didn't like the books. They were
a good read, and when the next one comes out in paperback, I'll buy it.
But this was, to my mind, a noticeable fault in the writing - their
tortured psyches aside, the characters are just too damn good at
everything.

This is enough of a nagging point to me to keep Rawn off my "buy in HC"
list.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 19:20:27 GMT
From: ayjay@netcom.com (AJ Casamento)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

James Millar (mjmillar@tartarus.uwa.edu.au) wrote:
>I'd like to take this opportunity to recommend Melanie Rawn's Dragon
>Prince and Dragon Star trilogies

  I'd second this whole-heartedly. Not only do Melanie's character's
age/change like "real people"(tm) but several of them actually die and pass
from the stage/story. While this is occasionally sad (for her as well, I
asked her about it at WorldCon last year and she said that the last scene
of _Stronghold_ actually made her leave her work for days after she had
written it) it does bring an edge of reality into her writing that some
authors choose not to use.

>While Melanie Rawn is a very good author, she tends to have just a couple
>too many characters running around in any given book. 

  I don't disagree that the number of characters is high, and I had the
same problem with Feist's "Riftworld" series as well as Edding's
"Belgariad" series. But while _Skybowl_ doesn't have the list of characters
at the back, the first five books do, so I didn't have too much trouble in
looking up anybody I couldn't remember. But the storyline holds very well
and I didn't catch the number of contradictions that I usually do in such a
series. *1

  I actually had more trouble keeping track of the various sub-plots than I
did the characters. And I suspect that this will mean that when I re-read
them (as I surely will) I'll find things the next time around that I didn't
notice this time. Might be fun.

Just my thoughts.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 00:46:58 GMT
From: graham@cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn (was Re: Guy G. Kay)

datta@durban.berkeley.edu (Ruchira Datta) writes:
>A Adams <aaa@scs.leeds.ac.uk> wrote:
>>Anyway, the Good vs Evil theme is well overused in fantasy - most of the
>>so-called High Fantasy has the Dark lord or whatever,
>
>I'd like to take this opportunity to recommend Melanie Rawn's Dragon
>Prince and Dragon Star trilogies, as most definitely *not* suffering from
>this particular failing.  They have some of the fullest and most plausible
>characterization I've ever seen in fantasy.

I'll dissent. Rawn has a series of unbelievable cardboard cut-outs propped
up by straw for characters. I finished the first series only because I was
trapped in the Phoenix Airport for 12 hours.

Someone gave me the second series and I promptly abandoned the books on a
communal book shelf.

But then, we all have different tastes.

Stephen Graham
graham@cs.washington.edu
graham@ee.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 18:36:08 GMT
From: salvav@cii3130-02.its.rpi.edu (Vito Salvaggio)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

Does anyone know if she has anything planned to write anymore about this 
world and if so when it would come out?

Thanks.

Vito Salvaggio
salvav@rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 05:00:15 GMT
From: mjmillar@tartarus.uwa.edu.au (James Millar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

 IMHO, the second series _is_ better than the first, the characters are
more realistic ( Yes they shown _many_ more flaws, especially Pol :-) ).
And the plot itself is more continuous than the first trilogy. The best
thing is they are all out in paperback, so you don't have to wait a year
between each book!

James 

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 00:14:34 GMT
From: jacob@plasma2.ssl.berkeley.edu (Fungi from Berkeley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tepper Books

   True Game series: (F)
      The Song of Mavin Manyshaped
      The Flight of Mavin Manyshaped
      The Search of Mavin Manyshaped
   *  King's Blood Four
   *  Necromancer Nine
   *  Wizard's Eleven
      Jinian Footseer
      Jinian Dervish Daughter
      Jinian Star-Eye

Anybody have any opinion on these?  I read the middle three years ago and
loved them, but when the first one came out (The Song of Mavin Manyshaped),
it just didn't seem to appeal to me for some reason and I never picked it
up.  How do they relate to the ones I've read?  Same universe, I take it.
I loved the system of magic she set up.  Now, years later, are these all
worth reading?  Also, were they published in the order listed?  For some
reason I always had the impression that the one I read were the first out.
Hmmm...

(I hear people rave about some of Tepper's more feminist books.  I just
want good writing and stories, no preaching.)

Thanks.

jacob@sunspot.ssl.berkeley.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 19:05:25 GMT
From: neile@u.washington.edu (Neile Graham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

The Mavin books are about the mother of Peter, the main character of the
"number-named" books.  The Jinian/Dervish Daughter books are about Peter's
girlfriend.

Yes, these books are all worth reading.  I have read (and re-read them more
than once) in chronological (rather than publishing) and love them.  They
are what I call keepers - books that I know I will re-read in the future.

I believe the Peter books were published first, then the Mavin, then the
Jinian ones, though I'm not 100% certain about that.  I think they work
best in chronological order, because the Mavin books really focus mostly on
her story and how the society affects her in a personal way.  The Peter
books get a little more concerned with how Peter and the society can affect
each other, and the Jinian books, well, they are kind of about how Jinian
affects the world.

It's a definite progression larger and larger and the books grow in depth,
though to my mind they'll all wonderful.  There's an immediacy about the
characters that is engaging.

>(I hear people rave about some of Tepper's more feminist books.  I just
>want good writing and stories, no preaching.)

Well, even in Tepper's "preaching" books there is good writing and good
stories, though I must confess to not yet being able to bring myself to
read my copy of "Sideshow" and I never did buy a copy of "Raising the
Stones."  I love all the rest, though.  IMO she's head and shoulders above
most genre writers out there, both in writing ability and ambition.

Neile Graham
neile@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 19:58:31 GMT
From: ccc_rex@waikato.ac.nz (Rex Croft)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

You should read _KBF_, _NN_, _WE_ first.  The hero's mother is Mavin
Manyshaped, so the books named after her describe her life.  It is a long
time since I have read these, but I remember loving the trilogies (1) and
(3).  Jinian is the hero's wife, and those three books tell the same story
as in (1) but from Jinian's point of view.

You should definitely read the series (1) and (3).  If you do want to read
(2) then read it after (1).

> I loved the system of magic she set up.

Yes, original and very interesting.

> Now, years later, are these all worth reading?

Definitely.  Sometime I must re-read them.

> Also, were they published in the order listed?  For some reason I always
> had the impression that the one I read were the first out.  Hmmm...

I think they came out in the order (1) (2) (3) in the UK publications.

> (I hear people rave about some of Tepper's more feminist books.  I just
> want good writing and stories, no preaching.)

I have kept away from her later books so I can't comment on them.

Rex Croft
VMS Systems Programmer
University of Waikato
Hamilton, New Zealand
ccc_rex@waikato.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jan 94 21:30:04 GMT
From: ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk ("David Langford")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wild Cards and more!?

>Also is there anyone into writing similar stories, but different world?

For a little while until the editors and Penguin Books fell out, there was
a British series called TEMPS which was, er, Curiously Reminiscent of WILD
CARDS ... although the editors (the "Midnight Rose" collective: Neil
Gaiman, Mary Gentle, Roz Kaveney, Alex Stewart) swore that the concept was
ever so independently conceived. It was very British, revolving around
low-budget wild talents nurtured and exploited by an inefficient government
"Department of Paranormal Resources".

The quirky Britishness may have helped ensure no US sale. The shared world
anthologies were TEMPS (1991) and, expanding into the even more thrillingly
bureaucratic world of the EC, EUROTEMPS (1992).

John Grant wanted to write the story of a low-budget superhero who was able
to turn himself into various forms of cheese. Imprisoned, he might become
Brie and seep away to safety; the climax was to be a gunfight in which he
turned to Emmenthal and bullets passed harmlessly through the holes. The
editors were curiously unkeen on this one....

Dave Langford
ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 00:46:58 GMT
From: jns2641@ritvax.isc.rit.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: QL:  book

I am wondering if there is a continuance of the book series based on the tv
show, and how often does the book comes out.  I wish that there are
different authors for this series like Star Trek books.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 21:11:51 GMT
From: rck1@ellis.uchicago.edu (roberta chi-woon kwong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: QL:  book

I've heard that QL novels by other authors will be coming out soon; by
Melanie Rawn and <mind goes blank here>. Can't remember the other author's
name, I'm afraid.

Speaking of the novels, I'm still curious to know (assuming _Starlog's_
reporting is accurate) why Ashley McConnell bases her "it's Sam's *mind*
that's leaping" theory seemingly on the basis of one unproduced episode
(the baby one), despite the many aired episodes that point to the contrary
("Blind Faith," "Pool Hall Blues," "The Wrong Stuff," "Nowhere to Run," to
name a few).

(Note: the above question isn't mean to sound obnoxious; my apologies if it
does; it's a serious question.)

Robin C. Kwong

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		      Books - Tad Williams (10 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 02:42:28 GMT
From: garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn: Plot Twists

guenther@cis.ohio-state.edu (Michael George Guenther) writes:
> Someone mentioned that Williams spent almost all of the 3000+ pages in
> developing a plot and anticipated ending, just to ruin all reader
> speculation and giving a different ending...
>
> I don't mean to sound (insert word here), but isn't that what authors are
> supposed to do?  What I mean is that if he were to have dropped all these
> hints about what was going to happen, we wouldn't have needed to read the
> whole series.

I'm that "someone" and it seems that within 24 hours and only 2 follow-ups
I'm already being misunderstood.  ;)

[ Warning: SPOILERS ahead ]

I love plot twists; books are seldom much fun without them.  Even if you
anticipate them fully (e.g. when reading a book the second or third time)
it's fun to watch how the author provides clues and red herrings.  My bone
of contention is that Williams didn't do enough of this in his series, that
of the THREE twists exposed in the last 30 pages - the purpose of the
swords, Simon's ancestry, and Josua/Camaris, none were setup adequately.

Okay, so the trick about the swords was fairly obvious to most readers, but
only in the sense of people _knowing_ that _something_ was amiss, and gee,
what could be the meaning of the "false messenger" that Williams mentions
every 3 pages?  Make a wild guess; you'll get it.  It seems pretty cheap
that none of the characters in the story figure it out until the very end.

The other two surprises came with no advanced warning.  There were one or
two *extremely* shaky clues about Simon's ancestry, but there was
absolutely nothing to set the stage for what we learned about Camaris and
Josua.  The "clues" for that all seemed to suggest that Camaris knew
something about the Storm King, despite Strangyeard's assertion that it
didn't.

There's an art in crafting a mystery, or any story that involves unexpected
twists of the plot, and it's one that Williams doesn't yet grasp.  The main
rule is that the twist shouldn't be wholly "unexpected"; clues must be
available to the reader in advance of the twist.  Sharp readers should be
able to guess it in advance, and any reader should be able to look back
after discovering it and see the logical progression toward it.  Fail to do
this, and readers (I speak for myself if no one else) will credit the
author less.

> I may be stretching this a little now, but is Jordan doing the same thing
> that Williams did...Jordan drops a HUGE number of hints in each book,
> forcing us to, of course, make speculations on what is going to happen.
> As I recall, I don't think that many, if any at all, of our speculations
> have been on target.

Propitious you should mention Jordan; I was just thinking about him and his
"Ironic Foreshadowing".  I see a number of differences between the craft of
Jordan and Williams:

   - Jordan's series has a certain _tightness_ in that dreams, visions,
     thoughts, hopes, rumors, etc. all have meaning.  Those of us who
     discuss Jordan love to speculate about the meaning of these because we
     *know* (or at least *think* we know) that they'll have significance.
     By contrast, Williams' series struck me as having excess and
     irrelevant symbolism.

   - Jordan's story doesn't involve plot twist so much as plot development.

   - When Jordan *does* throw a curveball, the evidence is all there, even
     if one doesn't see it except through hindsight.  For example, the
     clues that Rand could channel and the clues that Rand was Aiel.

Our speculations about Jordan are often wrong, but that goes with the
territory.  It would be a disparaging comment on his writing if we all read
TFoH and had then shouted, "Where in the name of the Light did he come up
with that??!"

I think an equivalent to Williams' (poor) plot twists would be Jordan
ending the series in one more book, revealing therein that Mat is the Dark
One incarnate and Moiraine is a turncoat Forsaken who seeks to destroy him.
Oh, and the Tinkers are all darkfriends and the Song they seek has lyrics
like "My sweet Shai...n" when sung backwards.

Bill Garrett
University of North Carolina
Department of Computer Science
garrett@cs.unc.edu        

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 04:52:36 GMT
From: jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn

garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett) writes:
>My opinion about his Aedonite church is that it's a complete ripoff of
>Christianity, with just the names changed to protect the blitheringly
>ignorant.  I feel like I could duplicate the "Book of Aedon" by taking a
>Christian Bible and replacing "Jesus" with "Usires", "Aedon" with
>"Christ", "Cross" or "Crucifix" with "Tree", "Rome" with "Nabban", etc..
>I don't fault authors for drawing material from various real cultures -
>they do it all the time, and many do it quite well but, Williams' work
>seemed like little more than a quick hatchet job.

I don't know.  There was one passage that gave me the feeling that the
actual founding text may have more differences than we suspect.  The
incident about Usires Aedon _killing_ two men (and then repenting, of
course) fascinated me.  So does the constant reference to Usires being
crucified upside down.  (What's the point of doing it upside down?  Spite?
I thought crucifixion would be enough in itself...)

But, yes, it took me exactly two references to chuck "Tree" in the same
mental chunk as "Cross", etc.

But I suppose I can't really judge the work as a whole, only being part way
through the first book...

John S. Novak, III
jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu
jsn@camelot.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 07:28:22 GMT
From: kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Pam Korda)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn: Plot Twists

garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett) writes:
>[ Warning: spoilers ahead ]
>that of the THREE twists exposed in the last 30 pages - the purpose of the
>swords, Simon's ancestry, and Josua/Camaris - none were setup adequately.
>
>Okay, so the trick about the swords was fairly obvious to most readers,
>but only in the sense of people _knowing_ that _something_ was amiss, and
>gee, what could be the meaning of the "false messenger" that Williams
>mentions every 3 pages?  Make a wild guess; you'll get it.  It seems
>pretty cheap that none of the characters in the story figure it out until
>the very end.

This is one of the things that really bothered me. I mean, if _I_ can
figure something out, I would have hoped that smart cookies like the
Scrollbearers could, too. I mean, the first time I read the swords prophecy
- - "If early is to resist too late," I thought "huh? Their interpretation
does not really fit with what Nisses says." I would have thought that they
would have spent a little more thought on such a cryptic message. The same
thing goes for Minneyar == Bright Nail. It was blatantly obvious from the
"troubling" passage in Morgenes' book, but none of those clever scroll
dudes could figure it out. Excuse me for thinking that the "wise"
characters should be at least as clever as little ol' me, but I felt kind
of cheated by it.

I suppose I shouldn't be so down on Williams. I did get a fair amount of
enjoyment out of the books, it is just that I had expected a lot more than
I got.

Pam Korda
kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 10:02:55 GMT
From: bookworm@yvax.byu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, Thorn

I love the trilogy.  I haven't read such an original epic of quality since
John Ronald Reuel Tolkien's Lord of the Rings.  Williams' books are not
perfect.  Yes, there are times when it was slower than others.  But the
suspense of what happened to any of the characters was great.  The writing
was stupendous.

What makes a tale good?  I like it when there are characters that I can
care about.  When there are not, the book is dull and I don't appreciate
it.  This applies to movies as well.  I cared what happened to Seoman and
the Princess and everyone else.

As for being "led on" in a sense for 2000 (approx.) pages, I disagree.  I
don't see where anything in the end is anything of a surprise.  Perhaps it
comes from having read 300+ novels in the past few years, but there were no
unsuspected plot twists.  At least none so great as to completely ruin a
story.  Where is the plot twist that ruins the story?

Casey Bowen
Bookworm@yvax.byu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 15:46:48 GMT
From: bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu (David Wren-Hardin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn *SPOILERS*

Avast ! Here abide Spoilers !!!!!!!!

Well, I thought it became apparent half-way through GAT or so that things
weren't as they appeared.  I think several in the League of the Scroll,
Tiamak for one, point out that maybe the prophecy is a _Dark_ prophecy and
maybe getting the swords is a Bad Thing.  By the time they all get to the
top of the Tower, it is pretty apparent that the swords aren't nice, happy
swords, and things aren't going as planned.

My problem with the ending was the, for lack of a better word, dippiness of
it.  The whole 'We love you Inleuki.' *poof* ! he's gone ending was not
that satisfying.  Essentially, the Storm King could have been beaten by
Barney.

But I still loved the series, and think everything else about it was great.
I think there were ample hints that it was going to come down to some big
sword battle with the Bad Guy a la Eddings, and while we didn't know
exactly what would happen, I didn't see it as an unjustified twist.

David Wren-Hardin
University of Chicago
bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu		

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 15:53:56 GMT
From: bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu (David Wren-Hardin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn: Plot Twists

garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett) writes:
>There's an art in crafting a mystery, or any story that involves
>unexpected twists of the plot, and it's one that Williams doesn't yet
>grasp.  The main rule is that the twist shouldn't be wholly "unexpected";
>clues must be available to the reader in advance of the twist.  Sharp
>readers should be able to guess it in advance, and any reader should be
>able to look back after discovering it and see the logical progression
>toward it.  Fail to do this, and readers (I speak for myself if no one
>else) will credit the author less.

I guess I didn't really have a problem with this, but saw it more as
something out of real-life.  The secrets weren't necessarily crucial to the
ending of the story, and so like everyone else in the book, Williams chose
to shock us.  In real-life,if someone wanted to keep a secret like this,
you probably wouldn't know.  I haven't reread the books, but I've wondered
if perhaps there aren't clues there that I simply missed, not knowing what
to look for.  I liked it.  And actually, was it that big of a shock?
Didn't we know that Camaris had a thing for Josua's mother from book one?
And as for Seoman's ancestry, Williams didn't have to say _anything_ from
page one for me to suspect that he was from a high background.  It would
have been more surprising if he wasn't the son of some one big.  

David Wren-Hardin
University of Chicago
bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 15:56:36 GMT
From: bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu (David Wren-Hardin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn: Plot Twists

kor2@midway.uchicago.edu writes:
>This is one of the things that really bothered me. I mean, if _I_ can
>figure something out, I would have hoped that smart cookies like the
>Scrollbearers could, too. I mean, the first time I read the swords
>prophecy -"If early is to resist too late," I thought "huh? Their
>interpretation does not really fit with what Nisses says." I would have
>thought that they would have spent a little more thought on such a cryptic
>message. The same thing goes for Minneyar == Bright Nail. It was blatantly
>obvious from the "troubling" passage in Morgenes' book, but none of those
>clever scroll dudes could figure it out. Excuse me for thinking that the
>"wise" characters should be at least as clever as little ol' me, but I
>felt kind of cheated by it.

I think this is at least partially a result of the characters living in the
world that we are reading about.  Sure, Bright Nail is obvious to us, but
we don't live there, we haven't lived with the image of Prester John as
heroic King for decades, and we are perhaps a wee bit more cynical.  They
_knew_ that he killed the dragon with Bright Nail.  They read what they
knew, not what was there.

David Wren-Hardin
University of Chicago
bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 16:00:52 GMT
From: bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu (David Wren-Hardin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn

garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett) writes:
>My opinion about his Aedonite church is that it's a complete ripoff of
>Christianity, with just the names changed to protect the blitheringly
>ignorant.  I feel like I could duplicate the "Book of Aedon" by taking a
>Christian Bible and replacing "Jesus" with "Usires", "Aedon" with
>"Christ", "Cross" or "Crucifix" with "Tree", "Rome" with "Nabban", etc..
>I don't fault authors for drawing material from various real cultures -
>they do it all the time, and many do it quite well but, Williams' work
>seemed like little more than a quick hatchet job.

I think this is exactly what Williams wanted to do, and don't really have a
problem with it.  There could be several explanations. 1) It's a parallel
universe thing, and so there are, well, parallels. 2) As for the religion
being similar, maybe it's because they are the same religion in both
worlds.  If one takes the starting point that Christianity is 'true', that
God sent his son to Earth, then one can take the next step that if there
are parallel universes, he did the same thing there too. The religion will
be the same, and the whole 'plot' of the religion the same too.

This is not a 'new' idea.  If we ran across Aliens, you can bet that people
would look for similarities to our religions as proof of a universal God.

David Wren-Hardin
University of Chicago
bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 19:39:34 GMT
From: bookworm@yvax.byu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn: Plot Twists

I don't know about any of the rest of you, but Seoman's Ancestry was so
obvious to me that it couldn't be hidden.  Oh yes, I'll not say it was
totally obvious from the very beginning, but what was obvious to me from
page 1 of the Dragonbone Chair was that Simon was not just a Scullion.  It
does not degrade Willaims' writing one whit to say he used a very common
Fantasy Theme.  In fact it is a huge theme throughout fiction.  A low class
becomes a high class.  It was just obvious.

As for Joshua and Camaris, it wasn't all that tough.  Look again.  Either
that, or read more fantasy.  It is there.

Casey Bowen
Bookworm@yvax.byu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jan 94 15:53:01 GMT
From: (David Ingham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn: Plot Twists

garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett) wrote:
> [ Warning: spoilers ahead ]
> I love plot twists; books are seldom much fun without them.  Even if you
> anticipate them fully (e.g. when reading a book the second or third time)
> it's fun to watch how the author provides clues and red herrings.  My
> bone of contention is that Williams didn't do enough of this in his
> series, that of the THREE twists exposed in the last 30 pages - the
> purpose of the swords, Simon's ancestry, and Josua/Camaris - none were
> setup adequately.

I really hated it that for 3 books all the good guys tried to discover the
meaning and purpose of the swords and it turned out that it didn't matter
to the plot whatsoever.

> Okay, so the trick about the swords was fairly obvious to most readers,
> but only in the sense of people _knowing_ that _something_ was amiss, and
> gee, what could be the meaning of the "false messenger" that Williams
> mentions every 3 pages?  Make a wild guess; you'll get it.  It seems
> pretty cheap that none of the characters in the story figure it out until
> the very end.

I agree.  The "false messenger" clue is meaningless to the reader if none
of the characters figure it out.  IMO the ending had almost nothing to do
with the rest of the book and it left me feeling cheated.

> I think an equivalent to Williams' (poor) plot twists would be Jordan
> ending the series in one more book, revealing therein that Mat is the
> Dark One incarnate and Moiraine is a turncoat Forsaken who seeks to
> destroy him.  Oh, and the Tinkers are all darkfriends and the Song they
> seek has lyrics like "My sweet Shai...n" when sung backwards.

Yeah, on re-reads, Jordan's plot twists all make sense and are obvious.
Williams doesn't.

David Ingham

------------------------------
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Date: Thu, 10 Feb 94 17:37:46 EST
From: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Boskone 31 Program

For anyone who's planning to attend Boskone 31 (February 18-20 at the
Sheraton Tara hotel in Framingham, MA - full details below) or just
thinking about it, an advance copy of the program schedule has been placed
in the SF-Lovers archives at gandalf.rutgers.edu.  The filename is
Boskone31.Program.txt and it's available via anonymous ftp in the directory
"pub/sfl".  If you don't have access to anonymous ftp, you can also use the
SF-Lovers email server at sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu.  For more info
on using the server, send mail to that address with the word "help" as the
body of the message.

From the convention listings also available fromm the archives (filename
"cons.txt"):

February 18-20, 1994 (Massachusetts)

   BOSKONE 31.  Sheraton Tara Hotel, Rte. 9 at Exit 12 on the Mass Pike,
   Framingham, MA; (508)879-7200; rms $84 sngl, $86 all others.  GoHs: Emma
   Bull, Will Shetterly; SGoH: Patrick & Teresa Nielsen Hayden; AGoH:
   Nicholas Jainschigg; Featured Performer: Cecilia Eng.  Memb: $30 until
   1/15/94, more after.  Info: Boskone 31, Box 809, Framingham, MA 01701;
   (617)625-2311.
- --
Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 17:05:41 GMT
From: GGPERRY@nuacvm.acns.nwu.edu (ggreg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babble-on 5

I, too, must express massive disappointment in B5 thus far.  especially for
a show that has touted itself as the "savior of American tv SF."  without
that proclamation, I wouldn't be nearly so disappointed, and would have
just shrugged it off as more typical American/STNG crap-sftv, albeit about
25% better.  but still.  With Harlan Ellison connected with this show, I
expected something fantastic, doubly so with statements to the effect of
not doing all the stupid ass things STNG has been doing for seven years
stra ight.  Is Ellison connected in name only?  After having been
bored/preached at/ lectured/lied to etc. by STNG for seven years straight,
perhaps the only hope for a real SF tv show full of imagination,a sense of
wonder and intelligent story-telling (made in America)is really only in our
minds...

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 19:57:11 GMT
From: gwangung@u.washington.edu (just another theatre geek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babble-on 5

Smith Wade <smith_wade@NOCMSMGW.HARVARD.EDU> wrote:
>Writing=  F-
>Characters=  F-
>Effects=  D+
>Science=  F-

   Not that I'm the biggest fan of the show, but these grades are pure
garbage. This time around, at least, there's been some competent scripting
and storytelling (as compared to, say, SEAQUEST). And the effects are
certainly much better than LOIS AND CLARK (though the characterization
badly needs a sense of L&C's playfulness).

Roger Tang
gwangung@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 23:06:12 GMT
From: shf@netcom.com (Stuart Ferguson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Soul Hunters (was: B5 Impressions)

Spoilers for Soul Hunter

andrem@pyramid.com (Andre Molyneux) writes:
>I think the best thing about Delenn's (sp?) fear was that it was something
>more than the fear of dying.

Damn straight.  Delenn is meeting what in our mythology would be the Devil.
The guy who wants your immortal soul, remember?  In fact, in many "deals
with the Devil" stories the Evil One is portrayed as placing a higher value
on more virtuous souls than on deadbeat souls.  I have the feeling that
Soul Hunters are going to play a greater role in the B5 saga than just
being the heavy in one episode.

My speculation, and this is based entirely on what we have read here and
seen on the tube, is that JMS is telling a deeply mystical story on a
science fiction backdrop.  It is the attention to accuracy in scientific
matters that lends punch to those things which are mysterious.  For
example, if we were given some technodribble about "telepathic archives" or
something, then the question of what was in the spheres loses some of its
value.  By the same token, if we saw artificial gravity, teleporters and
such in common use then nothing can be a true mystery.

The point is that there are things we don't know, and learning these things
is the whole reason for going out into space, for wanting to have a
dialogue with people and entities that see things differently and have
different knowledge.  For all our technical progress, we have had little
success in our struggle with the Great Mysteries - the "what's it all
about" kind of questions.  It looks like B5's science and technology is not
that far beyond where we are today, but when the Soul Hunter passed through
they got a tantalizing glimpse into one of the great mysteries that has
been uncracked for centuries.

I'm sick of hearing from people who didn't like the episode because the
science didn't agree with their current belief.  The heck with that.  If
the characters don't learn anything by the end of the episode, instead of
"The End" we might as well say, "So What?"  So for those people who think
they have all the answers at their fingertips, ready to transmit to
thousands of people everywhere as if it were the one and only truth, I say:
stay home.  Don't go out and seek anything new, don't visit other cultures,
don't examine ideas which disagree with yours, don't read books.  Don't
bother because you won't find anything.  Stay home, wrapped in your view of
the world like a turtle in a shell.  For me, I want ideas that challenge
me.  Bring 'em on!

I thought Soul Hunter was really good.  The dialogue had me riveted,
especially.  Very, very engaging.  The only complaint I had with the show
was the pacing of the confrontation between Sinclair and the Hunter I
thought was poor.  I think the choice of camera angles and slow editing
diffused the dramatic tension that had been so well built up.  Still, quite
entertaining and very thought provoking.  

Stuart Ferguson
shf@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 05:11:19 GMT
From: IO21173@maine.maine.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 Impressions (no spoilers)

It seems I may have been misinterpreted.  I said I "Soul Hunter" was better
than "Midnight" because we had our principles in jeopardy in "Hunter."
This has started a debate over whether it's a good idea to have characters
in danger week after week.

Let me rephrase, then:

I think "Soul Hunter" was easier to get involved in than "Midnight" because
the story DIRECTLY INVOLVED our characters.  Yes, physical danger was at
the core of this, but more than that, this story involved them DIRECTLY.

In "Midnight," our characters were involved indirectly.  The action was far
away from Babylon 5.  There was political intrigue, but even then, it
wasn't enough to make up the difference.  The writers tried to correct this
by putting in Londo's nephew and having 500 men, women, and children on the
transport battled over at the end; neither really got to us: the 500
refugees were unseen, and we'd never met Londo's nephew before, so there
was no reason to care about either one.

I agree that it can become repetitious/gimmicky to have your characters in
danger every week.  The important thing is to have our characters at center
stage in our stories; otherwise, we won't care what happens.

Does this clear things up?

Mike Gallagher

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 19:09:51 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5 Review (episode 2)

I'm not getting into all the endless debates about why or why not an
episode is good, but I wanted to comment on one thing in your review.
Ragging on the show for casting Bill Mumy when all you may have seen (if at
all) is one short scene with him in the "Making of B5" special makes it
sound like you've already determined your opinion before even watching it.
Did you see Mumy when he was in "The Flash" or hosting "Inside Space"?
He's not Will Robinson anymore.

Maybe the first couple of episodes haven't changed the way we look at SF
TV, but a lot of it is people's opinions.  Those that don't like it will
cut it down, those that love it will praise it.  There doesn't seem to be
much room in between.

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 07:52:55 GMT
From: khaight@netcom.com (Kyle Haight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Criticisms and Perspective

CRITICISMS

I have noticed a number of what I would classify as "no-win" criticisms
directed against Babylon 5.  By "no-win," I mean a situation which would be
criticized no matter how it was handled.  One (admittedly minor) example is
the problem some people had with Talia Winters' saying "Garibaldi" after
her encounter with Londo in "Midnight on the Firing Line."  Some people
feel like this is treating the audience like idiots.  However, had Talia
not said that, someone else would certainly have asked "How did Garibaldi
know that Londo was going to try to shoot G'Kar?  Programs that have
characters acting on the basis of magin information are so stupid; I hate
B5!"  (Although I doubt such a person would use the semi-colon.)

Another example: The debate over alien accents.  Some people are
disappointed that not all Centauri talk with the same accent as Londo, or
that not all Minbari talk with the same accent as Delenn.  But if all the
Centauri and Minbari spoke with the same accents, someone would be
criticizing the show for having "lame-o monolithic alien cultures
characterized by stupid accents."  Either you want the aliens to be
individuals or you don't, and no matter which way Babylon 5 does it someone
will think it's wrong.

There are things about Babylon 5 that do deserve criticism.  Sinclair's
acting still needs to loosen up, for example.  I attribute this in part to
the fact that he hasn't had a story yet that moved him out of "command
mode," but I want to see him be loose, and soon.

PERSPECTIVE

I am amazed at how people think they can predict the way the entire series
is going to turn out on the basis of the pilot plus the first couple of
episodes.  Think back for a moment.  If we were to try to predict what TNG
would be like on the basis of the first few of its episodes, what would we
think it would look like?  I would predict:

A) On the basis of "Encounter at Farpoint," I would expect wooden acting
and amazingly cheesy dialogue.  ("Great joy, and happiness.")

B) On the basis of "The Naked Now," I would expect plots that were blatant
ripoffs of original TOS plots.

C) On the basis of the first six to eight episodes, I would expect that
Wesley would save the Enterprise almost every single week.

Now, what did we actually get, looking back on TNG now that it is nearing
the end of its very impressive run?

A) Much improved acting and writing, in episodes like "Best of Both
Worlds," "Chain of Command," "Yesterday's Enterprise," "Measure of a Man,"
etc..

B) Many many plots that struck out in directions that TOS never even
considered going in.

C) Wesley quit saving the ship on a regular basis, and eventually moved off
the show altogether.  By season 4 he was actually a decent character.

This, to me, indicates that attempting to predict where a show is going to
wind up on the basis of its first few episodes is a futile endeavor.  Lois
& Clark's best episode was the first one.  I would advise watching at least
the first six episodes of Babylon 5, if not the first 12 before writing it
off as worthless.

Kyle Haight
khaight@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 01:00:23 GMT
From: mglee1@students.wisc.edu (Michael G. P. Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: _Soul Hunter_ thoughts

I just saw the second episode of Babylon 5, _Soul Hunter_.  While the first
episode was good enough to keep me around to this week, this episode really
clicked for me.  First of all, it gave a more solid view of what Babylon 5
is about - it made it clear that besides being episodic, there are many
themes and a "global" storyline tying the whole series together.

The acting is a little wooden, but I was beginning to feel, especially from
the first officer, it's the character that's a little stiff.

The FX are delightful - they aren't like anything else I've seen on
television, and the first scene where Sinclair went to rescue the Soul
Hunter's ship was both fascinating to watch, and an example of where
limiting your technology (Star Trek would have just used a tractor beam, or
perhaps beamed the whole ship), paid out in story terms.

The Soul Hunter concept was spooky - I liked the ambiguousness of what they
actually do, and I found them to be very interesting.  I was also intrested
in seeing how the religious beliefs of the Mimbari clashed with the beliefs
of the Soul Hunters.

I respect them for trying to accomplish non-humanoid aliens with the
insectoid creature.  It wasn't a flawless creation, but it was still
unique.

I'm not going to fix on a numeric grade, they often seem arbitrary to me,
but this was a clear step ahead from last week's episode.  Perhaps I'm
getting used to the B5 universe.  The show is now certainly on my
not-to-be-missed category.

Michael G. P. Lee
michaell@cs.wisc.edu
mglee1@students.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 01:35:49 GMT
From: jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: _Soul Hunter_ thoughts

mglee1@students.wisc.edu (Michael G. P. Lee) writes:
Soul Hunter comments below:

>The FX are delightful - they aren't like anything else I've seen on
>television, and the first scene where Sinclair went to rescue the Soul
>Hunter's ship was both fascinating to watch, and an example of where
>limiting your technology (Star Trek would have just used a tractor beam,
>or perhaps beamed the whole ship), paid out in story terms.

My only problem was a small dosage of a recurring SFTV disease, "Artificial
Threat."

Who the Hell designed the stargates so that anything coming out under
inertia (i.e., following a geodesic in space) is going to impact directly
on the station?

That's _stupid_.

>I respect them for trying to accomplish non-humanoid aliens with the
>insectoid creature.  It wasn't a flawless creation, but it was still
>unique.

It was, to my eyes, a cheesy visual effect, but simply the knowledge of a
_very_ non-humanoid alien, together with an entire sector of the station
set up for them, made sense to me.

The translation over voice was seen again, as is proper.  My only complaint
here is that the nature of the critter's real voice sounded very, very much
like noise, and made the voice-over translation hard to hear.  Not a
mistake I expect to see repeated.

John S. Novak, III      
jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu
jsn@camelot.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 01:41:32 GMT
From: maxhawk@ccnet.com (Marc Stuart Mantione)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: +/- Review: B5: Soul Hunter

   I think that they could get away with something more like the Soul
Hunter idea. I do like how they went outside 'science' and touched
something that couldn't be normally explained with technical background.
It's sort of like what was on the latest Star Trek; an alien energy
creature possessing Crusher's family members over time because they possess
a certain genetic structure for the alien to use. Sounds like the
scientific explaination of a ghost to me...
   In a universe filled with thousands of races, there could be
metaphysical or supernatural entities out there..

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 01:58:03 GMT
From: kmunoz@cs.oberlin.edu (Kevin Munoz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: _Soul Hunter_ thoughts

jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak) writes:
>Who the Hell designed the stargates so that anything coming out under
>inertia (i.e., following a geodesic in space) is going to impact directly
>on the station?
>
>That's _stupid_.

   The station is the only thing of note in the area. The jump gate is
there for the station's use (and vice versa). It would be really silly to
have the gate facing =away= from the station, or slightly to the "left". It
saves fuel if you don't have to completely turn around or go in weird
directions just to get to the docking area.  What =I= find weird is that
the gate faces the =side= of the station, rather than the =front door=.

Kevin Munoz
kmunoz@cs.oberlin.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 23:09:02 GMT
From: paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Criticisms and Perspective

>I think I must be the only one on the planet who likes Sinclair, stiff as
>he is.

Actually, I liked Sinclair.  He seems like a reserved and very tightly
controlled personna.  I thought that Garibaldi was rather stiff, like in
the elevator scene with his fingertips tucked under his armpits and all
that armwaving in the early scene with Londo.  The chuckles at the Duck
Dodgers episode didn't sound natural either.

Samuel Paik
Digital Equipment Corporation
3D Device Support
paik@mlo.dec.com
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Date: 7 Feb 94 21:48:35 GMT
From: throopw%sheol@concert.net (Wayne Throop)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 : space FX

I know others have covered several aspects of the subject, but I continue
to be alternately pleased and appalled by the portrayal of various events
in space in B5.

I'm pleased that they've killed the space-is-a-viscous-fluid FX model that
runs rampant in shows from Battlestar Ponderosa to ST:XXX (choose your
XXX).  Killed it dead.  I'm pleased that they have a more realistic way to
launch the fighters.  I'm pleased that the craft fire thrusters in the
direction they accelerate, and that this isn't always in the direction of
travel.

Then I'm appalled when "killing velocity" is used to describe a
pivot-and-fire.  Gag, hack, cough.  Killing velocity relative to *what*?
And *why*? (The FX itself was quite good... the voice exposition stank.)

I'm pleased that all the spaceships aren't pictured properly oriented to
each other all on a plane (with any damaged ones listing at about 30
degrees) (and BOY am I glad space-is-a-viscous-fluid is dead in B5...).
Then I'm appalled with the asteroid belt portrayal.  Then (at least
moderately) pleased with the grappling-the-damaged-spacecraft sequence.

But finally, in Soul Hunter, I shout at the screen in despair as a body is
launched, purportedly towards the local star, BY THRUSTING DIRECTLY TOWARDS
THE STAR!  AAAAUUUUGGGGHHHH!!!!

I'm having a hard time with whether it's better to just check one's
Newtonian mechanics hat at the door, as one must do to "get into" ST:XXX,
or whether to keep it on, and be handed a jolt like that every now and
then.  Whether 'tis nobler in the mind of a viewer to ask nothing of space
FX and so be pleased at anything gotten right, or by seeking a higher
standard, risk intermittent disappointment.

To watch the FX, perhaps to scream.... Aye, there's the rub.

Wayne Throop
throopw%sheol@concert.net
throop@aur.alcatel.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 22:12:06 GMT
From: bobspik@osuunx.ucc.okstate.edu (Jeremy Sammons)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Soul Hunter Spoilers

After viewing Soul Hunter and many of the responses posted here, I would
like to offer my opinions on the show.

   Firstly, I thought it was one of the best sci-fi episodes of any show
that I have ever seen.  I know many people say that the "spiritual" stuff
involved was hokey, and some have criticized the show for pretending to be
a hard sci-fi show and then coming up with something like this.
   I think we should remember that it is quite possible that there are
things occurring in the universe which we will have no explanation for when
we discover them, and so we might consider them magical or spiritual.  To
say a priori that everything in the universe must have a scientific
explanation is pretty silly when we have looked hard at one out of one (so
far) solar systems.  There may be a scientific explanation for what was
occurring with the souls and the "soul-sucker" device, but we can't say
automatically that there must be, otherwise it is silly.
   I also think that Straczynski recognized that some of the best sci-fi is
not pure "science" fiction, and that in many of the best works an element
of mystery is included with story-lines that do not involve just accepted
science as we know it today.  For example, Dan Simmons's "Hyperion" and
"The Fall of Hyperion" won many awards, and the story involved lots of
things we would consider magical or spiritual, such as the AI God, the
world between the portals, and so on.  Yet I think most people would
consider it excellent science fiction.  I don't think we should be
disappointed that a story like this was included in the B5 time-line; on
the contrary I think it was one of the best episodes I have ever seen in
science fiction, and I hope that many more like this are in the works.  The
show was ALMOST flawless.

First, the few nitpicks:
1) The one that struck me the strongest was Sinclair going out to capture
the incoming Soul Hunter vessel.  It seems strange that the commander of a
station would risk his life to do such a thing.  I know he was one of the
best pilots during the war, but still, it would be more logical for another
pilot on the station to do the same thing.  There may be a rational
explanation for this, but at the moment it seems to much like the Star Trek
problem of having all of the command crew going down with almost every away
team.  Not smart.

2) I think the mantis-alien would have been much more interesting visually
if he had moved differently.  Bugs do not move slow.  If he had been more
quirky, more sudden in his movements, it would have been a bit more
realistic.  Rather than move slowly, I think the creature should have
remained completely still until he needed to move, and then to do so very
quickly.  I don't know what others think of this, but would anyone agree
that such movements would be pretty stunning and indicative of a very alien
presence, rather than just a really neat costume?

3) There were at least two of what seemed to be Star-trek ripoffs; one has
already been mentioned here, the costuming for the Soul Hunter.  The little
thing around his head is so obviously Ferengi, but, I didn't really
remember that until most of the way through the show, for reasons I will
express later.  The other was the obvious correlation between the ST
medical lab and the one on the station.  The little body-enclosure is so
similar to the one used in ST, as well as the reactions by the people to
body stimulations.  That can be explained as what would normally happen,
but taken into context with the entire enclosure, it was really a pretty
obvious ST ripoff.  But it was relatively minor, so who cares.

4) Sinclair's part is still rather badly acted.  I get the impression that
he takes nothing seriously.  He reminds me of a well-oiled politician.  He
does great in fight scenes, and scenes where he is under stress, but
normally, I just can't conceive of him as realistic.  Compare O-Hare's
acting to that of Doyle's.  Doyle is realistic, not wooden, and you get a
sense he is serious about things.  Not so with O'Hare.

5) Everone keeps laughing at the actions of the guard when the Soul Hunter
falls down.  Personally I think it was a rational action based on an
emergency.  Hind-sight is always 20/20; "What kind of an idiot would go in
there without backup?" we say. Yeah, well, consider:
   You hear a crash and the creature under your guard appears to have hurt
himself.  You can call a med-team from outside, or do so while
simultaneously checking on the creature.  His reaction was sudden, and what
many people would have done under the same circumstances.  Certainly that
glass was thick; the guard might have thought the Soul Hunter was seriously
injured, and might have tried to help him with first aid of some sort even
before the med-team arrived.  More importantly, keep in mind the guard
might not have known exactly what a Soul Hunter was.  That reason alone
might have not given him any reason to fear the creature knocked out on the
floor.
   Other than this I can think of no other problems with the show.  There
may be a few things I am forgetting, but I'll have to watch it again. It
was brilliantly acted by almost everyone, and the special effects (as
usual) were stunning.  I especially like the scene with the hurtling ship
coming straight into the screen, and the drop-away view of Sinclair's ship.
Superb.
   I think the main reason I liked this show so much was because of the
Soul Hunter.  I think one of the problems with using humanoids as aliens is
that you can never get a true sense of "alieness" with them.  The Klingons
are just mean humans, Vulcans logical atheists, and so on.  The makeup just
doesn't make for an other-worldy creature, but a human with specific human
qualities magnified.  I think the Soul Hunter was the first true "alien"
humanoid I have seen in a long time.  The way he spoke, the look in his
eyes, the little thingy in his forehead, the lines on his face, his voice,
shape of his head..for me it was easy to see the creature as weird enough
to be alien.  JMS, the choice of Shepard was superb; the Soul Hunter was
magnificently acted.  I was on the edge of my seat a few times.  The part
that really got me was when he entered Delenn's quarters; you knew who was
knocking before he knocked, and knew the reaction of horror would be
intense even before she made it.  "I have come to save your soul at any
cost" was a great line.  Superb.
   I also loved the acting at the very end; the music set off Delenn's
ecstasy at releasing the souls very well.  Her reactions were great.  She
really seemed to be enjoying herself.  Although It is a bit more difficult
to imagine her as anything other than a weird human, that scene did help.
   The fore-shadowing for events in the future was perfect; just the right
amount at just the right spots.  I would be interested in knowing more
about the battle with Dukass; was it on the ground, like the battle in Lord
of The Rings (which is what first came to mind) or a huge fire-fight.  How
would Soul Hunters make it through a fire-fight?

Also, while I'm on the matter, Will B5 ever give ground forces the
attention they deserve?  Spaceships are nice, but many actions must take
place on world.  I might suggest some background work should be done on
marines and the like if it hasn't already been done so.  Maybe also some
tanks, or whatever.  I know that would present problems for the computer
crews, but it would be interesting.  In all of the many years of ST, we
never see any ground forces other than people with phasers.  A nice
artillery barrage, and the away team might consider using armor next time.
   In short (too late!) I thought it was a superb episode, and I vehemently
disagree with those who say it was a mild improvement over the Midnight
episode.  It was light years ahead in acting and plot.  Keep up the good
work, JMS!  I think you have finally stumbled on the essence of sci-fi
found in the novels, and have done well in letting us visualize it.  Thanks
for the treat!  

Jeremy Sammons
bobspik@okstate.edu
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Date: 8 Feb 94 03:19:22 GMT
From: bouma@cs.purdue.edu (William J. Bouma)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: +/- Review: B5: Soul Hunter

Aylott@world.std.com (Chris M Aylott) writes:
> I have more of a problem with the ship colliding with B5 in the first
> place. It's certainly possible, but it's also improbable. Worse, it FEELS
> like a plot device.

Yes, that really bothered me.  And it came right at the beginning, yuck.
It is extremely poor design to orient the hyper jumping device such that
something that flies out of it uncontrollably can even have a chance of
hitting the station!  This was dumb.

I also had a hard time believing that that flimsy grappling hook could
withstand the kind of torque that was put on it.  Materials scientists have
done a good job between now and then!

> See above. Sinclair likes to do things himself. Silly boy.

I also feel Sinclair is doing too much.  There need to be more red-shirts
around to take some of the heat. ;^) Of course it was necessary for him to
be alone at the end to further the plot between him and the Minbari.  But
why did Sinclair go out after the out of control ship at the beginning?  He
is in command.  He should be able to command someone else to face a
possibly dangerous situation.  There should be guys on stand-by ready to
take off in case of just such emergency (like firemen).  What about the
precious seconds lost while Sinclair raced to the launching bay?

> religous delusion. We DON'T KNOW, and the characters don't know, and I
> bet even JMS doesn't quite know. All we know is that Sinclair saw
> SOMETHING. Everything after that is open to interpretation, and that
> makes it true science fiction.

Well put!  This is what made the show good, despite the problems with some
of the detail.  It really made you think about which view was right and
still left you wondering in the end.  Each character had a belief and acted
consistently upon it.  Nothing was shown to make any one view seem more
plausible than any other.

It was thought provoking, and quite suspenseful/entertaining.  But there
definitely were a few legitimate problems with the plot.

Bill
bouma@cs.purdue.edu
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Date: 8 Feb 94 03:42:38 GMT
From: jet@netcom2.netcom.com (J. Eric Townsend)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: _Soul Hunter_ thoughts

Kevin Munoz <kmunoz@cs.oberlin.edu> writes:
>The station is the only thing of note in the area. The jump gate is there
>for the station's use (and vice versa). It would be really silly to have
>the gate facing =away= from the station, or slightly to the "left". It
>saves fuel if you don't

Not if you're worried about all the various hostile actions.  

All I'd have to do is gain control of the other end of the gate and start
throwing things at you.

Since you have to brake or accelerate coming out of the gate, why not have
a second vector to work along?  Either you come screaming out of the gate
and have to brake to avoid a B5-faceplant, or you come out with 0 velocity
and have to motor over to B5.  Either way you have to do some sort of burn,
so you might as well do it at a slight angle.

J. Eric Townsend
jet@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 07:42:49 GMT
From: eric@polaris.async.vt.edu (Eric Pawtowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: _Soul Hunter_ thoughts

John Novak <jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu> wrote:
>Who the Hell designed the stargates so that anything coming out under
>inertia (i.e., following a geodesic in space) is going to impact directly
>on the station?

That isn't quite how it works - the speed at which a ship leave the jump
gate is evidently dependent on how fast it was moving before it entered the
jump gate on the other side.  (Possibly also on if it changed speed while
_in_ hyperspace, we don't know if that's possible yet).

So there is no such thing as a ship coming out of the gate "under inertia".
It means that there is *a* speed that a ship leaving the jump gate can be
traveling that results in a collision with B5.  The Soul Hunter's ship
obviously had that velocity.

Now then, I do agree that it would seem to make sense to position the gate
and station such that only a very unusual exit velocity would cause such a
collision, or at least, the collision would take more time.

I also agree that it seems like a bit of a plot stretch to imagine that the
Soul Hunter ship came in at the right velocity for impact, particularly
seeing as it wasn't particularly important to the plot.  If it had been an
unusual ship headed on a course for deep space, Sinclair *still* would have
gone after it.

epawtows@polaris.async.vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 03:19:44 GMT
From: astroatc!vidiot!brown@spool.cs.wisc.edu (Vidiot)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Towering numbers for 'Babylon'

Broadcasting&Cable - Feb 7, 1994

_Babylon 5_, the newest hour-drama spoke of Warner Bros.' Prime Time
Entertainment Network, scored an impressive 17% rating improvement over
lead-in programming and a 49% year-to-year time period gain with a 7.0
rating/10 share average (Nielsen Station Index, Jan. 24-25) in 28 overnight
metered markets.  Best top-market stories came in Los Angeles, where
KCOP(TV) saw a 113% share improvement over February 1993 sweeps time period
levels with a 12.0/17 at 8-9p.m.; WWOR-TV New York, whose 25% improvement
came from a 7.2/10 score, and WPWR-TV Chicago, which posted a 5.9/9,
marking a 50% share gain.  The L.A. score was four share points ahead of
its _Star Trek: Next Generation_ lead-in, while Chicago was up a full share
point over its _Trek_ lead-in.  In Houston and Seattle, _Babylon_ outscored
_Star Trek: The Next Generation_ and spin-off _Deep Space Nine_ in
head-to-head competition.  The buggest year-to-year gains came in Kansas
City and Orlando, Fla., where KSMO-TV and WOFL-TV had respective 9.4/13 (up
225%) and 8.8/16 (up 220%) debut scores.  

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 20:28:49 GMT
From: lachance@scheme.cs.ubc.ca (Daniel LaChance)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5 Reality

I don't know if anyone has noticed, but the "Dome" is located near the axis
of B5 and, therefore, anyone in the Dome would feel "weightless" since they
are in an area of less gravitational pull.

Have a look at the introduction to B5.  There is a scene near the end where
we zoom in on the Dome from a far off distance.

Daniel LaChance
Department of Computer Science
University of British Columbia
Vancouver, Canada
lachance@scheme.cs.ubc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 13:11:43 GMT
From: belas@mbimail.umd.edu (Bob Belas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Which character is Billy Mumy?

I noticed that Billy Mumy (the same who played the kid in Lost in Space???)
is playing the character Lannier (sp) on Bab5.  I can't recall seeing this
character.  Which one is he?

Bob Belas
Center of Marine Biotechnology
University of Maryland
Biotechnology Institute
600 East Lombard Street
Baltimore MD  21202    
Belas@mbimail.umd.edu  
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Date: 8 Feb 94 04:58:18 GMT
From: wombat@eng.umd.edu (Jose Gonzalez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: CRITICAL COMMENTS: "Soul Hunter"

***Spoilers***

This one needed a little more work, but not bad.

"Soul Hunter" is a bit of a step backwards from "Midnight" for B5, but not
a huge one.  The biggest problem isn't its crawling pace, though that
certainly doesn't help, but the fact that the intriguing ideas behind the
premise of the episode aren't developed any further.  Still, there are some
excellent moments here.

Comments:

   The new addition to the cast, Richard Biggs as Dr. Franklin, makes the
best first impression of any of the characters we've met so far.  He's
instantly likeable.  Biggs is obviously a very talented actor, and right
now is outshining *all* of the actors not playing aliens.  He's a great
choice.  His character is interesting as well; he's something of a cocky,
smug, but non-grating personality.  (What I tend to think an older, more
mature Dr. Bashir would be like actually, DS9 fans might note.)  Hopefully,
he'll go overboard some time in the near future and have to be snapped back
a bit.  *That* would be fun to watch.  Hopefully, Franklin will become more
of a major player down the road; Biggs looks to be just too talented not to
utilize him as much as possible.

   As David Letterman is fond of saying, "Them special effects is
*fan*tastic."  And boy are they.  The Asimov really looks great.  From what
I gathered from the promos, we'll be seeing it again sometime later.  The
starfury-soulship sequence, most of which I had seen before on E! a few
months ago, was really nice as well.  It had to be, because the suspension
of disbelief involved in the set-up for that scene was *way* too high.  I
understand that Joe wanted to set up a nice tense-ridden action scene, but
if there was anyone in the viewing audience who didn't role their eyes when
Sinclair was told that the soulship was heading on a "collision course,"
I'd be surprised.

   Just *how* far is Babylon 5 from the jumpgate?  Just *how* fast was that
ship going that it got there in about 3 minutes?  Just *whose* idea was it
to make everything that comes out of the jumpgate head straight for Babylon
5?  I hope a Vorlon warship never comes out of that gate having lost
maneuverability.  Bye Bye B5. (: That's like putting a restaurant on a
straight line 100 feet away from the off ramp of a major freeway; sure,
cars *can* slow down and park, but I wouldn't want to be in there when the
brakes fail.  There were other ways that the link-up could have been made
dangerous.  Off the top of my head, considering that the soulship had just
been fired upon, why not have it venting plasma (or whatever) so that it's
*really* out of control, constantly changing direction?  That would
certainly have added an element of risk for Sinclair without seeming
contrived.  Like the resolution in last week's "Midnight," it's just too
easy to have the ship heading straight for B5.  Easy almost never makes for
good drama.  It didn't here.

   The acting was something of a mixed bag as well.  I don't know if anyone
else has this problem, but I find it difficult to assess an actor's talent
when they have a thick accent.  It's just that I'm used to hearing all the
nuances associated with an American accent, so something like Mira Furlan's
voice really throws me for a loop.  I *think* she did a mostly good job,
but who can say?  (: On the other hand, Michael O'Hare was downright bad
here.  I'm not particularly worried since he was better in "Midnight,"
which was filmed after this episode.  (Though, as you can imagine, I am
*not* looking forward to "Infection.")

   One problem that the first two episodes both share is the fact that the
CGI sequences tend to overshadow everything else.  They're *so* intense,
*so* full of energy, that the live-action stuff feels like a let-down in
comparison.  Nothing really works as well as the link-up that begins the
first act.  As a result, "Soul Hunter" starts off running, and then slows
to a screeching walk.  There isn't any more significant action, and by
action I mean movement along of the plot, until the soul hunter captures
Delenn towards the end of the episode.  Unfortunately, the pace isn't
helped at all by Morgan Shepherd's attempt to make his character sound
"alien."  He chooses to say... everything really... slowly... causing... me
to fall... asleep.  And even *this* isn't helped by the fact that all of
his dialogue is unnecessarily dull and verbose except when he's providing
us valuable information about Delenn or the Grey Council.  So what we get
is someone whose purpose ends up being to drop us hints about future events
and the nature of Delenn.  This is not enough.

   The other aspect of the episode that hurts it is also its greatest
strength.  It's a brave thing to deal with the concepts of souls and the
supernatural without offering an absurd technobabble explanation for them;
which is something a show I love dearly, TNG, really went overboard with
recently.  For that alone, "Soul Hunter" deserves a lot of praise.
However, the issues and implications that the existence of the soul bring
up are merely glossed over.  Neither Sinclair nor Franklin, or anyone else,
is challenged by what soul hunter represents.  Forget the run and shoot
that the show turned into; I wanted to see some of these characters
question what they believe.  That's much more interesting than a game of
hide and seek.  Don't get me wrong, that can be fun too, but the real meat
of the episode wasn't utilized nearly as well as it should have been.

   Lest you think I'm being overly critical, a *wonderful* scene, the best
of the episode, was the funeral for the lurker.  In only about a minute or
so, we learn a lot about these characters and the things they believe.  For
the first time, I saw Ivanova as something other than a piece of wood, and
I already have a better feel for who Franklin is than I do Sinclair.  I
just wish the rest of the episode had been that intriguing.

Overall, not a bad episode, but I can't help feeling that it didn't go far
enough.

Grade: 6.0  

Season 1 so far:

"The Gathering"                  5.00
"Midnight on the Firing Line"    7.25
"Soul Hunter"                    6.00
                                 ----
Average:                         6.08

Jose Gonzalez 

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 14:35:42 GMT
From: phillips@stsci.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: CRITICAL COMMENTS: "Soul Hunter"

***Spoilers***

wombat@eng.umd.edu (Jose Gonzalez) writes:
>Just *how* far is Babylon 5 from the jumpgate?  Just *how* fast was that
>ship going that it got there in about 3 minutes?  Just *whose* idea was it
>to make everything that comes out of the jumpgate head straight for
>Babylon 5?  I hope a Vorlon warship never comes out of that gate having
>lost maneuverability.  Bye Bye B5. (:

   In defense of B5: you will note that Babylon 5 (and, presumably, the
jumpgate), both orbit that impressive-looking planet/moon.  Keep in mind
that the Soul Hunter's arrival was unexpected and unscheduled; is it
unscheduled because its arrival corresponded with the time when B5 is in
danger of being hit by something coming out of the gate?  If that's so,
then periodically the gate is known to be unused.  Maybe that's why the
Soul Hunter used it then...
   I'll grant you that it's a hell of a coincidence, but if you try a
little bit, it almost makes sense.  ;-)

Jim Phillips
phillips@kepler.stsci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 21:03:00 GMT
From: glenn.st-germain@freddy.UUX (Glenn St-Germain)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5: first regular episode

The first regular series episode of Babylon 5 aired last night locally
(finally!)... and I am impressed. Mostly because I didn't care for the
pilot all that much. But some of the things I didn't like about the pilot
film were rectified:

 - The plot of the 2-hour pilot wandered all over the place for the first
hour before it settled down. Worse, all the major plot developments were
telegraphed quite badly, so that nothing in the show was a surprize.
   In the first episode ("Midnight on the firing line"? or something like
that...) the plot flowed much more smoothly. No telegraphing, no holes in
the plot you could fly the Enterprise through, and some suspense (and
action!)

 - In the pilot I particularly hated the Centauri ambassador, who seemed to
me like a refugee from a bad Italian (space) opera. In this episode, I was
able to take him more seriously. He wasn't a joke this time.

 - Commander Sinclair seems to have gotten a charisma transplant; in the
pilot he had the command presence of a wet sponge. Here he showed some
mettle, some backbone.

- - I like the new second-in-command (and I'm wracking my brain trying to
 figure out where I've seen her before! Help!).

 - The space visuals were still absolutely wonderful. I was worried that
with a more limited series budget they might skimp on the visuals. I'm glad
my fears were ungrounded.

Overall, I rather enjoyed it, and if this episode is an indication of
things to come, maybe this series will stick around for a while. And maybe
I should admit that maybe I was a little to hard on the pilot of B-5 in the
past; the pilot for Star Trek: The Next Generation was not all that great
either, and look how great the series had been since then (I refer to
seasons 3 and 4; season 6 was disappointing, and the current season of TNG
(Season 7) has been mostly crap...)

Glenn St-Germain
Edmonton Alberta Canada
gst@freddy.supernet.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 17:52:04 GMT
From: ccarlson@paf
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Criticisms and Perspective

Kyle Haight mentions some criticisms of B5, e.g. wooden acting and accents,
that I agree with, but am a bit less forgiving on.  The "alien accents"
don't sound the least bit alien; they sound like silly, 5-cent imitations
of Eastern European accents.  (Never thought I'd hear my Polish
Grandmother's accent on a sci fi show, much less one so badly overdone on
the v's.)  A believable alien accent is doable; check out the aliens
speaking English on "War of the Worlds."  All you need is a little
imagination.  Aside from that, the acting is so variously over- and
under-done I can't bear to watch, I'm actually embarrassed for the actors.
This is high school play level, much less soap level acting.  The show has
some nice ideas but I'll have to tune out until the acting improves or I'll
shudder myself into an early grave.

Chris
ccarlson@oz.gsfc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 00:51:48 GMT
From: MILLER_BR@mercer.peachnet.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest: Whale song

I've been reading the generally-positive comments about this episode, and I
had to wonder if we watched the same one!  Didn't it bother anyone else
that:

An army general was giving orders to a submarine commander?  (Of course,
that Navy officer looked rather decrepit to still be serving, even running
a desk)

That he tried to talk "the old run 'n' gun" to a man who resigned a
position watching the birth of his own dream _because_ his son died under
those very circumstances?  (My impression is that there was LOTS of talk at
the time, resurrected at each attempt to pry Nathan off his island back to
active service, and surely the general [who was serving at the time of his
resignation] pulled Bridger's file before the meeting!)

Twisted the UEO charter "to serve and protect" (or words to that effect) in
addition to using jargon like "sanction with extreme prejudice" after
Bridger steered the conversation into straight-talk and specifics?  The
impression was that the general couldn't even stand solidly behind
something he obviously felt strongly about (I won't say a conviction,
'cause that I doubt) without window-dressing it!

Then the general said that he expected an answer in 24 hours.  Nathan
figured that his letter of resignation would be answer enough.  _But Ford
didn't send it._ Did the general (or Noyce, or someone else) not then
contact seaQuest and insist on talking to Bridger?  Did Ford say "he's in
the head" each and every time?  Did no one get suspicious that a captain
allegedly under their orders wouldn't answer or return calls?  And I got
the impression that Bridger's little "vacation" lasted _at least_ a week!
Would Ford be willing to obviously jeopardize his own career in covering
the tracks of a man he'd personally known mere months (if that long)?  (And
don't tell me that Ford said in the pilot that Bridger had always been one
of his heroes: hero-worship will only go so far in cutting your own
professional throat.)

The positives [yes, there were _some_  8-) ] :

The scenes with Lucas.  Obviously there's feeling on Bridger's part given
his decision to tell Lucas about his resignation first, and feeling on
Lucas' part given his typical hurt-teenager slamming-the-door-on-his-way-
out.  Ditto Lucas' incredulous question at the end, "Did you kill him,
sir?" and Nathan's choice to reinforce his own negative answer, and their
relationship, by leaving the bridge _with_ Lucas (with his hand on Lucas'
shoulder, come to that).

And Sally Smith (sallylb@netcom.com) brought up the other important
civilian: 
>had occasionally. And, hum, well, the captain and the doctor have
>definitely shown where their feelings for each other lie, eh?

To which I say (having gone back to watch the episode again): not
necessarily.  After the talk with Lucas, Bridger then 1) resigned to Ford
in Crocker's presence, 2) changed out of uniform, 3) went to tell Darwin to
leave seaQuest for their island _before_ Westphalen found HIM at the moon
pool.  While Lucas was high on Nathan's list of "hear it from me," Kristin
was not.  Why?  For starters, after seeing her in the doorway, he can't
look her squarely in the eye until _after_ she reassures him that he made
the right decision "for you."  She's also applying some physical comfort by
rubbing his arm while she's talking.  Only then does he look at her.  She
admits _first_ that she'll miss him, then he reciprocates before THE
KISS....which is so quick that Kristin's hand doesn't get to make contact
with Nathan's cheek.  And she looks quite disappointed about this - before
he looks at her again, when she puts a good expression on her face, for
him.

So yes, the doctor has shown where _her_ feelings lie: I think that Bridger
was just grateful for someone refusing to argue with his decision!  [And
maybe a _little_ curious when faced with what might have been his last
chance to see what kissing Kristin would be like!  ;-) ] The best
indication of _his_ feelings IMO was that speaking look he threw her when
he returned to seaQuest.  No words, just a _very intense_ look promising
further discussion later.  So the future may indeed be _real_ interesting
for their relationship!
 8-)

And Krieg is still the comic relief; although I wouldn't think that he'd
rant and rave about the food in front of the XO who just accepted his
officer- application _reluctantly_.  This is not calculated to make a good
impression.

But I was relieved to see Bridger's reaction to "the cheeseburger from
Paradise" after all the politically-correct menu discussions.  It's nice to
know that Nathan's sense of smell (and taste buds' memory) can overcome his
PC training.  I personally don't want to surrender _my_ food stocks to the
PC police!  (As my husband said: that part of the future I'd just as soon
skip.)

So good parts advancing Bridger's relationships with the 2 "important" non-
military personnel aboard seaQuest, and bad parts showing the UEO world.
IMHO.

Betsy Miller
miller_br@acadmn.mercer.peachnet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 18:46:37 GMT
From: z_dentonam@ccsvax.sfasu.edu (Amy_of_Terra)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest 2/6

I loved the SeaQuest episode that aired on Feb. 6.  It was great.  I was
laughing so hard at some parts I couldn't see the screen.  The part I liked
best was Krieg making his cheeseburger (or attempting to) Poor guy after
all that and he doesn't get to eat it!!  When he said "some cow passes gas
and I can't have a cheesburger?" I nearly died!! I haven't laughed that
hard since I saw Mrs. Doubtfire.  (Very good movie by the way).  I liked
the whole entire show.  I didn't think that he would leave the ship for
very long though.  I do have a few questions though.  Wouldn't being shot
out of a torpedo tube cause instant death like Bridger thought?  Also, (for
you sports fans), does Nolan Ryan have a son named Nolan?  I didn't think
so but I'm probably wrong.  That's all, I loved it.  Hope they make more
like it.
  

------------------------------
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Date: 10 Feb 94 12:31:33 GMT
From: putter@ace.com (Putter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sea Quest Info?

Has anyone out there heard whether or not SeaQuest is going to be picked up
for another season?  Also, any idea whether they plan to show re-runs this
summer if the show is scheduled to come back in the fall?  I've only seen
about 5 episodes and it looks like it has potential.  However, I've heard
it got off to a rocky start so I'd be curious to see some fall '93
episodes.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 15:54:30 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest: Whale song

MILLER_BR@mercer.peachnet.EDU writes:
>An army general was giving orders to a submarine commander?  (Of course,
>that Navy officer looked rather decrepit to still be serving, even running
>a desk)

I inferred (perhaps incorrectly) that the officers were members of the JCS
(or whatever its successor is in 2018), and that the general was the
chairman.  If that was the case then he could indeed be giving orders to a
submarine commander.  Except that Bridger is now UEO, not USN.  The
relationship between the UEO and the US military has never been clear in my
mind.  Maybe Bridger and others (Noyce?) are still USN personnel,
technically?  Or else the UEO has some sort of agreement with the Pentagon
regarding the seaQuest.

Now that I think about it, though, didn't "Better Than Martians" feature
the chairman of the JCS?  Maybe that's not who the general is supposed to
be.  Or maybe that's not who it was in "Martians."  Or maybe the first
guy's tour of duty is up.  :-)

>That he tried to talk "the old run 'n' gun" to a man who resigned a
>position watching the birth of his own dream _because_ his son died under
>those very circumstances?  (My impression is that there was LOTS of talk
>at the time, resurrected at each attempt to pry Nathan off his island back
>to active service, and surely the general [who was serving at the time of
>his resignation] pulled Bridger's file before the meeting!)

Not sure about this.  Maybe the general figured that since Bridger was back
in the service, things would go smoother...

>Twisted the UEO charter "to serve and protect" (or words to that effect)
>in addition to using jargon like "sanction with extreme prejudice" after
>Bridger steered the conversation into straight-talk and specifics?  The
>impression was that the general couldn't even stand solidly behind
>something he obviously felt strongly about (I won't say a conviction,
>'cause that I doubt) without window-dressing it!

This is very true, I think.  But I wonder why you consider it a negative
aspect of the episode?  It might be a negative aspect of the general, but
it seems to be in keeping with his character.

>Then the general said that he expected an answer in 24 hours.  Nathan
>figured that his letter of resignation would be answer enough.  _But Ford
>didn't send it._ Did the general (or Noyce, or someone else) not then
>contact seaQuest and insist on talking to Bridger?

This is one point I agree was troubling.  The whole issue of Bridger's
letter of resignation bothered me, but I've already gone on about that in a
previous article, so I won't here.

>So good parts advancing Bridger's relationships with the 2 "important"
>non- military personnel aboard seaQuest, and bad parts showing the UEO
>world.  IMHO.

I'm not sure the bad parts were the UEO world, per se.  The UEO seems to be
portrayed as well-intentioned but sometimes too militarily-minded (Noyce),
while whenever the US military is brought in, they are portrayed as
arrogant and cold (the general, in this episode).  I wish we knew more
about just what the relationship is between these two groups.

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
+1 313 995 4042
chrisl@ncms.org

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 21:45:31 GMT
From: Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.compaq.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brent Spiner Interview

An interview with Brent Spiner ("Data" on Star Trek: The Next Generation,
for those of you from Alpha Centauri) was printed today in the Houston
Chronicle.  Some of the interesting comments mentioned:

1. The seventh Trek movie will focus on the TNG crew but also include
   original Trek stars.  They are aiming for a Thanksgiving release, and it
   goes into production in April, right after they film the 177th and 178th
   tv shows, the two-hour series finale.

2. Spiner said a recent supermarket tabloid printed an accurate synopsis of
   the plot of the new movie.  Coincidentally (??) the Feb. 1 issue of
   "Star" tabloid reported that in the new movie, the cryogenically frozen
   body of Kirk is stolen, revived and forced to fight against Picard.  [My
   opinion of that: "Ugh."]

3. "Most outside locations from the original script [ST VII] have been
   axed.  I have a feeling they're going to shoot it like the series - very
   fast, very cheap...." said Spiner.  "Let's face it: It's business, isn't
   it?  The word 'business' in 'show business,' I've found, is the more
   important of the two."

4. At first, the NextGen cast was resentful of DS9.  They felt like they
   were being "brushed off."  But those feelings have changed.  (In
   contrast to the original Trek's cast's feelings toward TNG.)

5. He doesn't watch DS9, but he doesn't watch TNG, either.  In general,
   sci-fi doesn't interest him.  And there is "so much" Trek, "you can only
   go to the well so many times."  He speculates on the motivation behind
   making ST:Voyager is not a "new, even more wonderful Star Trek," it is
   "another cash cow."  Even though he says, "I do think there's something
   to be said for Star Trek's optimistic vision of the future," he seems to
   feel that all the Trek incarnations are repeating each other.

6. He talks fondly of all the things he has done on TNG - playing Holmes,
   an old man, his evil twin brother, a western - "I couldn't have asked
   for a better part."  He talks about how his clowning on the set has
   spread to others in the cast.  "Patrick Stewart could do his own
   stand-up routine now."  [BTW, anybody else catch Stewart on SNL this
   weekend?]  Things are so "chaotic and wild" on the set, "I think the
   place is going to explode on the last day."

7. "I'm always laughing at what we do and don't take it seriously.  The
   fans are entitiled to take it seriously, just as I'm entitled not to
   take it seriously."

8. Spiner is ready to move on, either to another series, or back to the New
   York theater, where he got his start.  "I'm looking forward to new and
   uncharted territory."

Hope you enjoyed it.

Erich Hurst
Compaq Computer Corporation
Houston, Texas

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 13:12:06 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek rips off Anne Rice

I finally saw this ghost episode, and I have to say, I think it is the
WORST Next Gen episode I've ever seen, and that's saying a lot.  Not only
did it steal from Anne Rice (and probably a dozen other ghost stories) but
the whole thing was just too ridiculous for words.  Maybe it would have
played better around Halloween.  I don't know how Gates McFadden managed to
get through the orgasm scenes without dying of laughter.

This is the "Spock's Brain" of Next Gen.  I expect to see it on MST3000
shortly.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 15:14:31 GMT
From: stu1084@alpha.wright.edu (Christopher Shamis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek rips off Anne Rice

>Anne Rice, on the other hand, DOES have a chance. Does anyone know how
>I/we can contact her? Paramount must be made to pay for its evil
>scum-sucking attitude towards freelancers.

Good point. But before we all storm the castle, has anyone made sure if
anything appeared in the credits about permision to use/change/fold/
spindle/mutilate the AR story?

I am /not/ saying that I saw any such message, but Im curious, to see if
anyone looked.  I don't have the TNG episode on tape so I can't do it.

(I think it would be neat to see Paramount slapped with a lawsuit over
this) and I'm sure Anne is in contact with them, isn't Paramount doing
Interview???

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 15:35:32 GMT
From: glambert@moose.uvm.edu (gary lambert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek rips off Anne Rice

pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris) writes:
> I finally saw this ghost episode, and I have to say, I think it is the
> WORST Next Gen episode I've ever seen, and that's saying a lot.  Not only
> did it steal from Anne Rice (and probably a dozen other ghost stories)
> but the whole thing was just too ridiculous for words.  Maybe it would
> have played better around Halloween.  I don't know how Gates McFadden
> managed to get through the orgasm scenes without dying of laughter.

Hmmm...actually I thought she did them well... ;)
The moment when Picard lets her know he is there after watching her from
the door was an interesting and unusual Trek moment.  I actually felt
embarrassed for her! ;)

> This is the "Spock's Brain" of Next Gen.  I expect to see it on MST3000
> shortly.

While perhaps not the best of all the Next Generation shows...this one is
not, IMHO, equal to "Spock's Brain".  It would be hard to actually go that
low! :) Actually, if there is an episode that I would choose, it would have
to be the "crew becomes children and save the Enterprise" one.  Talk about
your silly shows! (followed by "Riker is dying, let's go to the video
clip!" poor excuse for use of videotape episode from the writer's strike)

Gary Lambert
glambert@moose.uvm.edu
glambert@uvmvm.uvm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 14:47:25 GMT
From: seaman@seaman.math.uiowa.edu (Walter Seaman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek rips off Anne Rice

After reading all the messages on this net about STTNG's Rice-esque (or
rather TWH-esque) episode, I watched it and taped it. The story obviously
has taken many, many ideas from TWH.  I actually thought it was a pretty
boring episode, although it was fun to identify all the ideas taken
directly out of TWH.  Dr. Crusher afraid of ghosts?  This from a person who
managed to "think" her way out of an alternate universe "quantum bubble"?
(Remember the episode where Wesley created that, and the Traveller came to
help rescue Beverly).  I also watched the opening and closing credits many
times to see if there was a credit to AR, and there was none.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 14:29:17 GMT
From: avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com (Al Von Ruff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek rips off Anne Rice

>Again... YES YES YES... They did credit her book.  YES YES YESS at the end
>of the show during the credits her book was credited....  

Again, NO NO NO.  They did not credit her book.  Several people have now
taped the show, examined the credits in detail, and posted findings. The
only credit given to anyone was:

   "Based upon material by Jeanna F. Gallo"

There has been speculation that perhaps two versions of the episode exist -
one with Anne Rice credits. To date, no one has recorded, sighted, and
posted such a credit.

Al von Ruff
avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 15:10:58 GMT
From: greenlee@primate.wisc.edu (Diane Greenlee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek: Another Season?

   In the March issue of _Science Fiction Age_, there's mention of the
possibility that the Next Generation could go on for another season.  The
original quote is as follows:

>The original plan was to end the show after the seventh season to clear
>the decks for a potential series of _Next Generation_ movies and _Star
>Trek: Voyager_.  But negotiations are said to be underway which might
>result in the renewal of the show for one to two more seasons.

   Does anyone have any more information regarding this?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 23:26:51 GMT
From: barrond@news.delphi.com (BARROND@DELPHI.COM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DS9 - O'Brien Drinking Coffee

SPOILERS

A question regarding the latest episode of DS9 where O'Brien isn't the real
O'Brien:

If I recall, in last week's episode where O'Brien was supposedly killed by
some radiation booby trap, his wife recognized a doctored video by noticing
that O'Brien was drinking coffee; when in fact he doesn't do this.

In the recent episode, we see him (or his replicant) drinking LOTS of
coffee.  Was this to tell us it isn't the real O'Brien, or was it a flaw?

They seemed to really emphasize this coffee drinking so much that it was
almost insulting if designed to give a clue as to the story...

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 14:19:42 GMT
From: jpicard@airley.apana.org.au (Grant Burton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek & ds9

Does anybody know if Star Trek TNG or DS9 won any awards at the latest
Golden Globe awards??

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 16:06:38 GMT
From: zelevin@athena.mit.edu (Vladimir V Zelevinsky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DS9 - O'Brien Drinking Coffee (SPOILER)

barrond@news.delphi.com (BARROND@DELPHI.COM) writes:
> If I recall, in last week's episode where O'Brien was supposedly killed
> by some radiation booby trap, his wife recognized a doctored video by
> noticing that O'Brien was drinking coffee; when in fact he doesn't do
> this.
>
> In the recent episode, we see him (or his replicant) drinking LOTS of
> coffee.  Was this to tell us it isn't the real O'Brien, or was it a flaw?
>
> They seemed to really emphasize this coffee drinking so much that it was
> almost insulting if designed to give a clue as to the story...

Did you swithch your TV off after the happy end? Just a seconds before the
episode ended, O'Brien told his wife that he actually *does* drink coffee
in the afternoon.

Quite a nice touch, IMHO.

Vlad

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 20:09:44 GMT
From: kgodfrey@bbn.com (Kathy Godfrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark and the trash compactor

If the trash compactor scene in the 2/6/94 episode of Lois & Clark only
reminded you of "Star Wars," consider yourself lucky.  Am I the only one
who was also reminded of the last-season episode "The Magic Secret" in "The
Adventures of Superman" (George Reeves) in which he had been weakened by
Kryptonite, and he, Lois, and Jimmy were trapped in a pit between two
closing metal walls?  Superman used superhypnosis on Lois to levitate her
and use *her levitated body* to keep the walls from coming together.  When
she came to later, she had a headache, but her hat (not to mention her
body) was undamaged.  A "classic" (:-)) from Robert Leslie Bellem and
Whitney Ellsworth, the same guys who wrote the next two episodes, "Divide
and Conquer" (Superman splits himself in two) and "The Mysterious Cube"
(Superman walks through walls).

Kathy Godfrey
kgodfrey@bbn.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 22:45:29 GMT
From: karmann@cwis.unomaha.edu (Kevin J. Karmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L&C 2/6 question

jonkung@soda.berkeley.edu  writes:
> Kevin J. Karmann <karmann@cwis.unomaha.edu> wrote:
>>tgt40502@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu  writes:
>>What he [Lex] implies is that he might, one day, make a computer virus of
>>his own (with "no code," which sounds silly...).
>
> I think Lex meant "encryption key."  Thus, one day he'd like to make a
> virus with an unbreakable code, so no one could tamper with it and stop
> it like whatever happened this episode.

Oh!  Code as in key, not code as in programming.  That makes sense.

>>  Of course, it seems unlikely (considering it was nightfall again) that
>>the skeet would actually fall on anyone.
> 
> Maybe it's my cruddy tv, but I distinctly remember hearing someone go
> "ugh" or something as the skeet fell onto the camera, fade to black.

There sure was.  I was just pointing out that Lex had no way of knowing
whether the unlikely probability was true or not.  (I don't even think he
could see over the edge of the buidling from where he stood...)

> Now for a question of my own: Why hasn't Perry's most valuable source
> ("Sore Throat"??) found out that Superman is Clark and Clark is Superman?

Because Clark hasn't been careless enough to let him find out.  :-)  

Then again, maybe Sore Throat does know, and therefore Perry also knows,
but he just doesn't tell anyone what he knows, you know?  :-)

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 08:57:40 GMT
From: MDuPree@world.std.com (Micky DuPree)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Scully & Mulder's relationship

bissett@acs4.bu.edu (Robert Bissett) writes:
>Has anyone else ever thought that maybe Fox likes her so much partly
>because she's the only agent who will even work with him? Sheesh.

Take it one step further: has anyone else ever thought that Mulder is
anxious to back Scully up because she's the one who held a gun to the head
of Air Force Intelligence and forced them to cough him back up in "Deep
Throat"?  She could have gotten into very deep trouble for that if the Air
Force had wanted to pursue it, but god only knows what else they would have
done to Mulder given more time.  We've already seen that Mulder has had
experience with a partner who let him down.  Maybe he just has the good
sense to be there for the person who was there for him when he needed it.

I mean, people have been talking about the scariest episode they've seen so
far... I'm not a Believer, so most of that stuff has just rolled off my
back.  But the scene where they put Mulder under the needle gave me the
creeps.

It seemed to bother Mulder a lot, too.

Micky

------------------------------
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Date: 1 Feb 94 06:53:45 GMT
From: 72377.3623@compuserve.com (Kevin Standlee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 93 Worldcon Mailing

1993 WORLDCON SOUVENIR BOOKS MAILED TO MEMBERS WHO DID NOT ATTEND

ConFrancisco, the 1993 World Science Fiction Convention, has completed
mailing its Souvenir Books to all of its supporting and attending members
who did not attend the convention.  This PostCon Mailing included the
Souvenir Book and other publications (different packages had different
books, distributed more-or-less at random), a letter from ConFrancisco's
Chairman, David W. Clark, regarding possible uses of the ConFrancisco
Membership Database, a sales-to-members order form, and a 1994 Hugo Awards
nominating ballot.  (All attending and supporting members of ConFrancisco
are eligible to nominate on the 1994 Hugos.)

PostCon packages to US destinations mailed (fourth-class) from Sacramento,
California, on Monday, January 31, 1994.  Packages to Canada mailed
(surface printed matter) the same day from the same place.  Packages to
most of the rest of the world mailed by International Surface Air Lift
(also from Sacramento) several weeks ago.

If there are members of ConFrancisco who did not attend the convention
reading this, we would appreciate knowing when you receive your PostCon
package.  Send e-mail to K.STANDLEE@GENIE.GEIS.COM or
72377.3623@COMPUSERVE.COM.  (I can't read messages posted to this
newsgroup; I can only post "blindly" - sort of like write-only memory (g).)
Just let us know who you are, where you are, and when you got your package.
Thanks!

Posted by Kevin Standlee, Division Chief and Bulk Mail Maven for
ConFrancisco.

K.STANDLEE@GENIE.GEIS.COM   
72377.3623@COMPUSERVE.COM

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 05:57:18 GMT
From: standlee@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 1993 Worldcon Mailing

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Date: 7 Feb 1994
Contact:  Kevin Standlee, (916) 674-1021, k.standlee@genie.geis.com
 
CONFRANCISCO MAILS 1994 HUGO BALLOTS TO 1993 WORLDCON MEMBERS
 
ConFrancisco, the 1993 World Science Fiction Convention, mailed 1994 Hugo
Awards nominating ballots to most of their attending and supporting members
in a series of mailings in mid-January and early February.
 
Under the provisions of the World Science Fiction Society Constitution,
members of the prior year's Worldcon are eligible to nominate for the
current year's Hugo Awards.  However, neither the current nor the previous
Worldcon are required to mail ballots to those eligible voters; the current
Worldcon is merely required to accept the ballots from such eligible
voters.  This appears to be the first time a Worldcon has undertaken a
mailing to the eligible members in the following year since the provision
allowing them to vote was adopted several years ago.
 
While members of ConFrancisco are eligible to nominate for the 1994 Hugo
Awards, only members of ConAdian, the 1994 Worldcon in Winnipeg, will be
eligible to vote on the final ballot, which will be released this spring
after the nominating ballots are tallied.
 
Included in the mailing is a letter to all of ConFrancisco's members
discussing the organization's potential plans to share the convention
membership database with similar fannish groups, giving the members an
opportunity to exclude their names from the database should they decide to
do so, and offering the members the opportunity to purchase ConFrancisco
logo merchandise.  Because of the timing of the mailing, ConFrancisco
decided to also include a 1994 Hugo Awards nominating ballot as a public
service to fans, many of whom may not have known they were eligible.  This
mailing was optional, not required, and is not intended to create any
similar obligations on future Worldcons.
 
This mailing of Hugo Nominating Ballots was made possible by the close
cooperation of the ConFrancisco and ConAdian committees.  Such cooperation
is not surprising, as the same people (David Bratman and Seth Goldberg) are
administering the 1994 Hugo Awards as did administer the 1993 Hugo Awards.
Also, ConAdian's WSFS affairs are being handled by the same person (Kevin
Standlee) who did so for ConFrancisco, and he is also ConFrancisco's bulk
mail coordinator.  ConFrancisco volunteers worked weekends throughout
January and early February to prepare the various packages for mailing.
Depending on where the member lived and what other items were included,
their packages mailed by air printed matter, International Surface Air
Lift, fourth class, or non-profit bulk rate mail, mostly from Sacramento,
California, over several weeks in January and early February.
 
ConFrancisco is still attempting to locate addresses for some members.  As
they find valid addresses, they will send ballot packages to them.
 
Nominating ballots must be postmarked by March 31 and received by April 7,
1994 in order to be counted.  Return completed ballots to the
administrator's address in Concord, California, which is printed on the
ballot.  Do not return ballots to the main ConAdian addresses in Fargo,
North Dakota and Winnipeg, Manitoba.  Ballots may also be cast by fax:
instructions for doing so are on the ballot.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 09:22:02 GMT
From: 72377.3623@compuserve.com (Kevin Standlee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Worldcon Email Addresses

The following is a partial listing of electronic mail addresses of people
on the committee of ConAdian, the 1994 World Science Fiction Convention,
which will be held September 1-5, 1994, at the Winnipeg Convention Centre
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.

Programming (including video and film programming):
  Bruce Farr (M.FARR@GENIE.GEIS.COM)

Administration (inquiries about membership status, changes of address, and
other things you would send to the Con Office):
  Victor Schwartzman (V.SCHWARTZMA@GENIE.GEIS.COM)

Standing Exhibits (Dealers' Room, ConCourse, History Exhibits, Art Show):
  Chris Dant (C.DANT@GENIE.GEIS.COM)
  Art Show inquiries can go directly to Elayne Pelz 
     (ELAYNE@WWTC.TIMEPLEX.COM)

WSFS Affairs (Hugo Awards Administration, Site Selection, Business Meeting):
  Kevin Standlee (K.STANDLEE@GENIE.GEIS.COM)
  Hugo Administration: David Bratman (D.BRATMAN@GENIE.GEIS.COM)
  Business Meeting: Donald Eastlake III (DEE@SKIDROW.LKG.DEC.COM)

Extravaganzas (Hugo Awards Ceremony, Masquerade, Opening/Closing
Ceremonies, 
"Gather" (Meet the Guests)):
  Kent Bloom (K.BLOOM@GENIE.GEIS.COM)
  Hugo Ceremony: Peter & Athena Jarvis (P.JARVIS1@GENIE.GEIS.COM)

Member Services (Hospitality Suite and related areas):
  Christine Barnson (C.BARNSON@GENIE.GEIS.COM)

Operations
  Robbie Cantor (R.CANTOR@GENIE.GEIS.COM)
  Doug Houseman (DOUG@GARNET.MSEN.COM)

Publications:
  Progress Report Editor: Terry Fowler (76620.3557@COMPUSERVE.COM)
  Souvenir Book Production: Kathryn Daugherty (70571.1141@COMPUSERVE.COM)

Facilities (Hotels/Convention Centre, but don't try to make regular hotel
reservations by e-mail, because it won't work and you will waste your time):
  Linda Ross-Mansfield (70324.2252@COMPUSERVE.COM)
  Suite Allocation:  Diane Miller (D.MILLER14@GENIE.GEIS.COM)

Convention Chairman (Effective 9 Feb 94)
  John Mansfield (CONADIAN@GENIE.GEIS.COM)

Posted by Kevin Standlee
K.STANDLEE@GENIE.GEIS.COM

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 07:07:20 GMT
From: standlee@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ConAdaian Progess Report -- when?

Because of unforseen production delays, it looks like ConAdian PR 5 will
not mail until late in February.  Because that would create intolerable
delays with the Hugo Nominating Ballots (the deadline for returning ballots
is the end of March and the PRs are being mailed bulk rate, which is slow),
ConAdian has decided to do a separate first class mailing of 1994 Hugo
Nominating Ballots and also Hotel Booking Forms to all members.  The
ballot/booking form mailing will be prepared this week and probably will
mail early next week.  Ballot/booking mailings to US members will be mailed
first class from Fargo ND; mailings to Canadians (first class) and the rest
of the world (air mail) will be from Winnipeg.  I will post here when the
mailings are completed.
 
The only time-sensitive part of this mailing is the Hugo Ballot.  The Hotel
Booking Form is being included because many people have been contacting us
thinking that everyone has a booking form except them.
 
Kevin Standlee
Preferred e-mail contact:  k.standlee@genie.geis.com
Alternate e-mail contact:  72377.3623@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 08:23:30 GMT
From: standlee@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ConAdaian Progess Report -- when?

<standlee@delphi.com> writes:
 
>Because of unforseen production delays, it looks like ConAdian PR 5 will
>not mail until late in February.  Because that would create intolerable
>delays
 
Looks like I spoke too soon.  Shortly after I wrote that, I was informed
that they will get PR 5 to the printer and probably have it mail about
February 15 after all.  Therefore, to avoid having to pay perhaps $1500 in
additional postage, the Hugo Nominating Ballot will be included in the PR 5
mailing after all.
 
The current plan will be to mail PR 5 to Canadian members from Winnipeg; to
US members from Fargo ND, and to non-North American members from Sacramento
CA, the latter by International Surface Air Lift (ISAL) mail.  ISAL isn't
available from Canada, and the ISAL acceptance office nearest to Winnipeg
(Bismark ND) is too far away to be useful.  Therefore, ConAdian's official
airline, Northwest Airlines, will donate free air-freight to get the
non-North American PRs to Sacramento, where ConFrancisco's bulk mail maven
has agreed to prepare them for ISAL mailing.
 
Kevin Standlee
Preferred e-mail contact:  k.standlee@genie.geis.com
Alternate e-mail contact:  72377.3623@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 16:09:18 GMT
From: clements@vax.ox.ac.uk
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Intersection Science News

From Glasgow to the Ends of the Universe

[This article was originally written for the BSFA magazine Matrix, edited
by Jenny Glover]

People get involved with running WorldCons for many reasons.  But I'm sure
Jenny Glover got involved with running the Fan Program for Intersection
with an eye to arm-twisting other programme areas into writing articles for
Matrix. That is how you get to be reading this little piece about our plans
for the Science program of 'The Scottish Con'.

The science programming group is headed up by the triumvirate of Amanda
Baker, John Bray and myself, Dave Clements. We were all at least partly
responsible for the programming of Illumination, the 1992 Eastercon. Also,
we are all professional scientists - Amanda and I are astrophysicists,
whilst John works for the Met Office. We are aided and abetted in our task
by an international group (including Bill Higgins who organised the science
programme at Chicon 5, the 1991 WorldCon), connected via the computer
network known as the Internet.
 
Our aim for the Intersection Science programme is to provide innovative,
exciting and high quality coverage of science and real- world issues at the
convention. To achieve this we will primarially use the considerable
scientific expertise present within fandom.  But in areas where that
expertise is lacking, we will bring in experts from outside fandom to make
contributions. A number of special guests have already agreed to
participate in this capacity.  We are also liaising with the Edinburgh
International Science Festival to capitalise on their resources, both
speakers and exhibits.

The subject matter of the Intersection Science program will not only cover
areas traditionally expected of convention science programs, such as space
projects, physics, astronomy (especially with two astronomers on the
committee!), but also will look into other 'softer' sciences which are not
always so well covered. In addition , we intend to have a number of items
on the crossovers between science, science fiction and the real world,
which are becoming more obvious as the predictions of past generations of
writers come true. We wish to raise questions concerning the environment.
How much longer can industry delay before making a real commitment to
sustainable use of resources? Can technology continue to advance but in an
ecologically responsible manner? We are interested in privacy issues being
introduced by the evolving status of computers in society at large.
Genetics and eugenics have troubled the world for decades. But as
controversion techniques such as gene therapy, chromosomal manipulation and
use of foetal tissue become more commonplace, these issues take on a new
urgency. Can a realistic compromise be found between medical vision and
ethical reticence? As scientists, we on the Intersection science
programming committee have a vested interest in the problems of funding
scientific research.  Researchers are asking where can particle physics go
now that the Superconducting Super-Collider has been cancelled? But we are
even more concerned about the implications which government research cuts
have for the fundamental economic and technological basis of Western
society.  Does there need to be a simple, obvious link from advances in
theoretical astrophysics to the GNP, for the curiosity-driven research to
be indispensible?

As the next step in this overall plan, we have already put together a very
long list of potential items. But another main plank to the science
programming strategy is that items should be timely and topical. As
Intersection approaches, we will be watching the news in the scientific
journals to ensure that some of the newest developments can be discussed at
the Convention. We will also be canvassing fannish opinion to find out
which items most interest you.

In this area, you can help us immediately. If there are specific scientific
issues or subjects you would like us to cover, please let us know.  If you
wish to get involved with the programme, we are particularly looking for
people who are keen to 'sponsor' items.  This is because we firmly believe
that the best convention programme items are driven by someone who is
excited about them. We can be contacted at my address: Flat 3, Bishop's
Court, John Garne Way, Marston Road, Oxford OX3 0TU, or over email on
dlc@astro.ox.ac.uk (note that Intersection PR2 contains a misprint in this
address).

A further area where we hope to make an impact is in the fixed exhibits
area in the Fan Fair. We intend that the Intersection Science Programme
will not just consist of panels, talks, workshops and so on. We are also
looking for 'poster papers'. If you have an idea or project which can be
briefly described in a poster display, we would like to put it up for
general viewing in the public area of the convention. This idea is based on
the short papers often displayed at scientific meetings, and we already
have a number of people working on posters. Subjects offered so far include
designs for launch vehicles, as well as rigorously devised planetary
ecologies, and the alien lifeforms that might evolve in them. Other areas
of the Intersection programme will also be sponsoring poster papers. If
you'd like more information on this scheme, please contact us at the
address given above.

We are in the process of organising the WorldCon science programme that we
would like to attend. I've told you about as much as I can about our plans
at the moment, but rest assured you will be hearing more from us in the
not-too-distant future. To help make this the science programme which you
would like to attend, we need to hear about your ideas too.  We hope to
hear from you soon!

See you all in Glasgow!

Dave Clements
Intersection Science Programme
clements@uk.ac.ox.vax
dlc@uk.ac.ox.astro

------------------------------

From: "DAVID J. SORRELLS" <SORRELLS@twlab.unt.edu>
Date:          Wed, 2 Feb 1994 11:51:38 CST-6CDT
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject:       upcoming conference

I am chairing the science fiction and fantasy session at the South Central
Modern Language Association (SCMLA) in November in New Orleans. I would
like my sf-lovers colleagues to submit scholarly papers on any aspect of
science fiction and fantasy.  If you are interested, please e-mail me
directly.  Papers on film, television, novels, short stories, poems, etc.
are welcome, as long as they are critical in nature.

The deadline for full submission - paper, 100-word abstract, and letter, is
March 15, so take your earliest opportunity to respond.

David Sorrells
University of North Texas
Denton, TX
sorrells@twlab.unt.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 7 Feb 94 22:42:13 GMT
From: ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk ("David Langford")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ansible 79

ANSIBLE 79
FEBRUARY 1994

From DAVE LANGFORD, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU. Fax 0734
669914. ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk. _Ansible_ may
be had whimsically or for stamped addressed envelopes (1/copy).

[Disclaimer: Each issue of ANSIBLE is designed for exquisite DTP in
multiple fonts. This text dump for CIX and Usenet looks awful. So it goes.
DRL]

THE BLACK SPOT. Are certain sf authors (as one or two have been enquiring
in not-for-quotation circulars) _really_ blacklisted by publishers? Or has
the recession's impact on midlist sf merely left them without a market?
_Ansible_ offers the usual large drink for a copy of any publisher's
official blacklist....

### THE CLUB OF QUEER TRADES ###

PAT CADIGAN visits Britain in March to promote _Fools_: `I expect you to be
much in evidence, paying homage, while I'm in the country. It will make up
for your previous failure to be slavish. You dog.'
   JOHN CLUTE enjoyed many enthusiastic communications from The Women's
Press about their reissue of Joanna Russ's _The Female Man_ without, they
confided, that _awful downmarket sci-fi cover_ - by, as it happens, Judith
Clute.... (Erasing the past, this reissue claims to be the first WP edition
ever, although its publicity goes on about 20,000 mysterious prior sales.)
[JC]
   HARLAN ELLISON `was an anonymous bidder for various items in Dick
Ellington's fanzine collection, which I was auctioning off,' _writes Robert
Lichtman_. `He was rounding up old fanzines with appearances by him of
which he lacked his own copy.... The night before bidding closed, he made a
tongue-in-cheek threat ("I'll have to come up there and kill you,
Lichtman!") if I didn't promise to call him collect should someone outbid
him in the final hours. "Oh, joy!" I said to him, "my Very Own Harlan
Ellison Death Threat." To his credit, he laughed, and not maliciously....'
[] It's said that a while ago HE offered his entire backlist to Tor in what
he called `the deal of the century' - $1 a book.  This was declined
because, the story goes, Tor boss Tom Doherty had somehow got the idea that
being HE's publisher might be stressful.
   LIONEL FANTHORPE will star in an anthology of his finest Badger Books
passages, suitable for reading aloud in public places, for expounding,
declaiming, reciting, orating and elocuting ... expected from Wrigley Cross
Books in July. [DC]
   GEORGE R.R.MARTIN's fantasy trilogy `A Song of Fire and Ice' sold here
for #450,000 after an epic Battle of Dinosaurs between Legend's John `It's
my round!' Jarrold and ultimately victorious Malcolm `It's your round!'
Edwards of HarperCollins.
   ELLA PARKER, the 50s/60s UK fan and early BSFA secretary who was
involved in Eastercons and hosted London SF meetings from 1960-64, entered
a hospice and died last year. [EL]
   CARL SAGAN complained about Apple's use of `Carl Sagan' as their
internal nickname for a new computer. Thus the machine is now the BHA,
short for `Butt-Head Astronomer'.... [MMW]
   STEVE SNEYD's latest 4pp bibliography _Data Dump 8_ tastefully lists
lots more `nukecaust'-theme sf (and non-sf) poetry: contact 4 Nowell Place,
Almondbury, Huddersfield, HD5 8BP.
   THOG THE MIGHTY, scourge of John Grant's LONE WOLF books and '93 con
newsletters, will be an extra Sou'Wester GoH. (Being fictional, he comes
cheap.) Excited LW publishers Red Fox took a congratulatory half-page ad in
the programme book....
   IAN WATSON wants us to report his Finnish trip. So: `Finland had its
first-ever winter con, AIKACON (7-8 Jan) with Ian Watson as GoH, hidden
behind layers of scarves and sweaters as he slipped his way through the
ice-covered streets of Tampere. About 200 people had a jolly good time.
Watson's Finnish is far from perfect, so he chose to speak English on the
programme - the rest was in Finnish, a language composed of hypnotic
streams of consonants with an occasional vowel for inhaling purposes.
Language difficulties forced foreign delegates to spend their time drinking
the local brew, a situation endured with great courage.  A.Engholm denies
falling asleep during the GoH speech: I just meditated, he claims. Three
words will sum up the successful Aikacon: _Perkele kirjoittamisellakin
sissiliikejohtajaksi!_' [AE]

### CONCULCATION ###

4-6 Feb [] VIBRAPHONE (filk), Oak Hotel, Brighton. #27 reg. Contact, er,
some likely-looking registration desk?
   8 Feb [] WRITING FOR LIBERTY, ICA, The Mall, SW1. 18:45. Liberty (former
NCCL) benefit evening of readings by notables including M.  Moorcock,
T.Pratchett. #25. 071 930 3647. _A.Frost:_ `Mention this or die in pain,
for it is organized by Roz Kaveney!'
   12-13 Feb [] STARBRIGHT (_Quantum Leap_), Shepperton Moat House Hotel.
Contact 338 Blackfen Rd, Sidcup, DA15 9WY.
   19 Feb [] AYL-CON (_Dr Who_), Aylesbury somewhere. Contact 40 Kingsmead
Monks, Risborough, Princes R., Bucks, HP7 9LN.
   19 Feb [] AUKCON (anime), Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, WC1. #10 reg.
Contact Anime UK, 70 Mortimer St W1N 7DF. (Better book in advance.  Cheque
to `Anime Subscriptions'.)
   24 Feb [] MOLLY BROWN reading at The 3R's, 2 Crouch End Hill, N8.
20:00. #3/#2 concessionary. Info 081 691 7481.
   26 Feb [] INTERSECTION PARTY, Carrick Hotel, Glasgow, 8pm - all welcome
who can spell `Phan Fayre'. Contact Jacky Gruter-Andrew, Intersection,
Admail 336, Glasgow, G2 1BR.
   4-6 Mar [] MASQUE III (costume con), Stakis Victoria Hotel, Nottingham.
#25 reg. Contact 4 Ednaston Ct, Yeldersley Lane, Ednaston, Ashbourne,
Derbyshire, DE6 3BA.
   5-6 Mar [] MICROCON 14, Exeter University. GoH Geoff Ryman. #5 reg.
Contact 6 Clifton Hill, Exeter, EC1 2DL. If UK government cuts go through,
`this may be the last Microcon ever.'
   12-13 Mar [] SEDUCED AND ABANDONED: THE BODY IN THE VIRTUAL WORLD, ICA
(see above). Pat Cadigan, Bruce Sterling.
   10-12 Jun [] SHOTS ON THE PAGE (mystery/detective), Forte Crest Hotel,
Nottingham. #30 reg (#40 from 1 Mar). Contact Broadway Media Centre, 14
Broad St, Nottingham, NG1 3AL.
   _Rumblings_ [] THE SCOTTISH CONVENTION has followed through its `time
and space' theme by declaring a time (3rd Fri) and a space (Wellington pub,
London) for monthly public meetings. Be there or be miserably safe from
committee co-opting.... [] _File 770_ gives a rundown of coming Worldcon
bids: 1997, San Antonio, St Louis; 1998, Baltimore, Boston, Niagara Falls;
1999, Australia, Las Vega; 2001, Philadelphia (but as it's `The Millennium
Philcon', that might be a typo for 2000), Boston.

### INFINITELY IMPROBABLE ###

THE EARTH MOVED FOR THEM. Reports say no sf people were badly injured in
the Los Angeles earthquake, the only death being of Bruce and Elayne Pelz's
cat Scrabble (hit by bricks as a wall collapsed). Bruises, property damage
and books hurled from shelves were widespread - Lydia Marano of Dangerous
Visions bookshop had to be dug out from under piles of books and bookcases.
Falling downstairs in the dark, the unfortunate Harlan Ellison broke his
nose. One of Mike Glyer's Hugos leapt off a shelf and smashed a glass lamp.
The Los Angeles SF Society held its next meeting as usual.... [_File
770_/Internet]
   THE CAUCUS RACE. _Arthur C.Clarke Award_ - the shortlisted novels are
_A Million Open Doors_, John Barnes; _Ammonite_, Nicola Griffith; _Vurt_,
Jeff Noon; _Snow Crash_, Neal Stephenson; _The Iron Dragon's Daughter_,
Michael Swanwick [your editor was much impressed by this one, though when a
fantasy Word of Power has the syllables _sfwa ya sig_ one wonders whose leg
is being pulled]; _The Broken God_, David Zindell. `An exceptionally strong
shortlist,' babbles administrator David V.Barrett, possibly conveying a
coded subtext about the quality of last year's?  [DVB] [] _BCA Fantasy & SF
Author of the Year Award_ - a new addition to the British Book Awards,
presented on 10 Feb. [] _Collectors Awards_ ... were Michael Crichton, and
Harlan Ellison's _Mefisto in Onyx_ (lettered state _of course_), really the
most `collectable' author and book of 1993? So says California's ace book
dealer Barry R.Levin, no doubt quite impartially and with no unsold stocks
of either in his cupboard.... A lifetime award also goes to Arthur
C.Clarke. [] _Spent Brass_ poll (USA) for favourite fan stuff: fanzine
_Mimosa_, artist W.Rotsler, writer D.Langford, con Corflu 10, single issue
_Fanthology 1989_, cover D.Steffan on ditto, article D.Emerson's `Passing
On' (_Mainstream_).
   STRETCH OF THE IMAGINATION. `For answer she drew her hands right and
left across her full breasts and raised them above her head as if to
challenge time.' (George Turner, _Beloved Son_) [KL]
   TOO GOOD TO CHECK. `A fan of _Hitch-Hiker _was in a bar with a friend
who worked in a nut house. The fan happened to use one of the _HHG_
tag-lines ("Here, put this fish in your ear" or something) and the shrink
jumped up saying, "WHAT?!" Seems they had a guy locked up who would only
respond to questions with _HHG_ bits; since a lot of psychos have languages
all their own, and no-one who'd dealt with this guy knew _HHG_, they were
going nuts themselves trying to decipher him.' [NR] Just needed a fish in
the ear, really.
   _ALTERNATE WORLDS_ is the imaginative title of `The World's Only
Alternate History Magazine', just launched. Hefty articles by Brian
Stableford, Evelyn C.Leeper _et al_. Quarterly, #3/issue; 48pp A4; 19 Bruce
St, Rodbourne, Swindon, Wilts, SN2 2EL.
   C.O.A. _Maia Cowan/George Laskowski_, 1306 Cherokee, Royal Oak, MI
48067-3386, USA. _Mog Decarnin_, 440 Zalvidea St #5, Los Angeles, CA 90026,
USA. _Christina Lake_, 12 Hatherley Rd, Bishopston, Bristol, BS7 8QA
(`Peter-Fred and I have split up - though so amicably that the rest of
fandom will hardly notice the difference!'). _Ken Lake_ (will he never
stop?), c/o The Stamp Wholesaler, PO Box 708, Albany, OR 97321, USA - to
mid-Feb only. _Steve Palmer_, 4 Park Rd, Toddington, Dunstable, Beds, LU5
6AB. _Gary & Linda Stratmann_, 78 Hatherley Rd, Walthamstow, London, E17
6SB.
   PLAY IT AGAIN, HARI. The Asimov _Foundation_ movie is said to be
scheduled for Xmas 94, directed by Jean-Jaques Annaud (_Quest for Fire_,
_The Name of the Rose_). [_Film Review_ 2/94]
   1993 UK `FASTSELLERS' in the top 100: Crichton, _Jurassic Park_ (no.
1); Harris, _Fatherland_ (10); King, _Gerald's Game_ (12), _Dolores
Claiborne_ (17); Adams, _Mostly Unfunny_ (13); Pratchett, _Lords and
Ladies_ (30), _Small Gods_ (33), _Only You Can Save Mankind_ (69); Herbert,
_Portent_ (32); Koontz, _Dragon Tears_ (42), _The Funhouse_ (59), _The Door
to December_ (67); Eddings, _Domes of Fire_ (56); Brooks, _Elf Queen of
Shannara_ (68); Banks, _The Crow Road_ (89); Feist/Wurts, _Mistress of the
Empire_ (91); Feist, _The King's Buccaneer_ (99).  [JN/_Grauniad_]
   RANDOM FANDOM. _Arnold Akien_, relentless letter-writer, had a year of
woe in '93: on separate occasions he broke an ankle, a wrist and was shot
by an airgun from a passing car. Realizing the cause must be divine wrath
at his handwriting, he's buying a word processor. [] _Harry Andruschak_
claims that unfriends at the Los Angeles SF Society have changed the rules
of `the LASFS Annual Nigger of the Year Contest' _[sic]_ to nominate him.
Can such tacky things be? [] _Abigail Frost_ was enchanted to discover the
political organization of her dreams, the London Psychogeographical
Society: `They're anarchists with ley lines!  It sounds wonderful!' Watch
her chart the Old Straight Track to the Wellington pub's toilets, using
only a dowsing pendulum.... [] _Alexis Gilliland_ married Lee Uba in
October. [] _Martin Hoare_ told _Ansible_ in revolting detail of his coming
gall bladder op; do not utter the word `keyhole' in his presence. [] _Roger
Weddall_, the universally popular Aussie fan who died so young in Dec 1992,
is now publicly known to have been HIV+ ... `the first well-known fan to
die as a result of contracting AIDS,' writes Andy Hooper - but not, we are
afraid, the last.
   _AMAZING STORIES_ suspended publication after appearing since 1926;
current owners TSR may have it redesigned. [_SFC_]
   LETTER COLUMN. _Charles Platt_ responds to my incautious use of the word
`obsessive' in _A78_: `I ignored Ellison's mudslinging the first three or
four times, then tried repeatedly to complain in a civilized fashion before
I wearily geared up for VICTIMS OF ELLISON. As you say, it is "obsessive",
but one has to be obsessive merely to attract Ellison's attention. To make
him think twice before maligning people gratuitously in future will
obviously require even more effort, but I now see this as an interesting
challenge. If enough victims fight back (merely by telling the truth), I
think it can be done. [] I am still willing to sit down and shut up if
Ellison will apologize for lying about me. Anyone else would have had the
decency to do that. Why should this pugnacious hypochondriac suffering a
terminal case of _noblesse oblige_ consider himself exempt from admitting
his own errors?' [21 Jan]
   DREDD'S LANGUAGE LESSONS. `I have seen the future, and it ****s!'
_writes David Redd_. `The music press is in the forefront of linguistic
development - words such as "shambolic" appeared in _New Musical Express_
at least five years before reaching _The Sunday Times_. Now see what the
trend-setting _Melody Maker_ [11 Dec] promises for 1999 journalism! Opening
sentences of three consecutive live band reviews: _(1)_ "Get f***ed!" _(2)_
"N*ggers f***." _(3)_ "What a f***ing set!" ...  Stylists and witty
newswriters, take note. This is your future.'
   TEN YEARS AGO: _Helliconia Winter_ was serialized in _Ansible 37_ (Feb
84). Well ... page 25a of the draft. A Barry R.Levin `collectable'?

### MISLEADING CASES ###

There is a certain sf flavour about the case, judged in New York towards
the end of 1993, of _Teri Smith Tyler, Plaintiff, v. James Carter, William
Clinton, Ross Perot, American Cyanamid, Iron Mountain Security Corporation,
Defense Intelligence Agency, IBM, David Rockefeller, Rockefeller Fund,
BCCI, Nasa, Defendants._ Try to imagine the expression on the face of
District Judge Charles S.Haight, Jr, as he recited all this:
   `Plaintiff contends she is a cyborg, and that she received most of the
information which forms the basis for her complaint, through "proteus",
which I read to be some silent, telepathic form of communication. _[...]_
She asserts that the defendants are involved in the "Iron Mountain Plan",
which provides for the reinstitutionalization of slavery and "bloodsports"
(which she identifies as death-hunting _[n1]_ and witch-hunting), and the
oppression of political dissidents, herself included. Plaintiff's complaint
alleges a number of personal indignities visited upon her by defendants:
"strafing of my dormitory room by planes and helicopters, the electronic
bugging of my student rooms and apartments, deliberate noise harassment,
blasting of loud rock music with lyrics designed for witch-hunts (music
about social pariahs) ... students following me around to prevent me from
studying, whispering campaigns and social ostrification ..." _[...]_
Plaintiff also makes the following allegations against the defendants.
Former President Jimmy Carter was the secret head of the Ku Klux Klan; Bill
Clinton is the biological son of Jimmy Carter; President Clinton and Ross
Perot have made fortunes in the death-hunting industry, and are responsible
for the murder of at least 10 million black women in concentration camps,
their bodies sold for meat and their skin turned into leather products. The
defendants are also responsible for breeding farms, which turn out 2,000
black girls a year, who are then sold for recreational murder or as human
pets. Additionally, the defendants utilize weather control and earthquake
technology to threaten other countries. _[...]_
   `Plaintiff asks the Court to grant her the following relief: 1. $5.6
billion in compensatory and punitive damages. _[etc, etc]_
   `... Plaintiff additionally contends that the Gulf War against Iraq was
undertaken so that America could restock its sexual slavery camps _[...]_
40,000 Iraqi soldiers captured by the United States, selected for their
physical attractiveness, have been brought to this country where they were
"being beaten, forced to run gauntlets and homosexually gang- raped by
American soldiers." Plaintiff claims to have confronted Secretary of
Defense Cheney with evidence of this allegation. Cheney, through "proteus",
purportedly told the plaintiff, "Well, we were so sick and tired of killing
black girls...."' [via PNH] _(Oddly, she lost her case.)_

Ansible 79 (c) Dave Langford, 1994. Thanks to Paul Barnett, David
V.Barrett, Pat Cadigan, CIX sf, John Clute, Debbie Cross, Ahrvid Engholm,
Mike Glyer, Andy Hooper, Naveed Khan, Ken Lake, Robert Lichtman, Ethel
Lindsay, Joseph Nicholas, Patrick Nielsen Hayden, David Pringle, Neil Rest,
SF Chronicle, Martin Morse Wooster, and our Hero Distributors FATW, Janice
Murray, SCIS, Alan Stewart, Martin Tudor, Elizabeth Willey.  3 Feb 94

Posted by Dave Langford
ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Attanasio (4 msgs) & Bear & Benford (3 msgs) &
                  Bradley & Brin (2 msgs) & Brunner (3 msgs) &
                  Bujold & Card (2 msgs) & Crowley & de Lint &
                  Duane & Feist & Joe Haldeman (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 01:20:59 GMT
From: briansp@css.itd.umich.edu (Brian W. Spolarich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A. A. Attanasio

  I was just wondering if there were any folks out here who have read any
of A. A. Attanasio's work:

  Radix
  Arc of the Dream
  In Other Worlds
  The Last Legends of Earth

  I have found his writing to be some of the most intelligent and wonderful
that I have read in a long time, and he has really challenged the way that
I think about my interactions with the world.

  Anyone have any thoughts to share about this excellent writer's work?
Does anyone know anything more about him than "he lives on the world's most
remote island chain"?

Brian W. Spolarich
UM ITD/US Consulting and Support Services
briansp@umich.edu			 

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 02:13:32 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A. A. Attanasio

I find Attanasio to be an utterly undisciplined writer, and have only been
able to finish one of his novels (_Radix_).

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 06:16:32 GMT
From: briansp@css.itd.umich.edu (Brian W. Spolarich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A. A. Attanasio

Mark T Pitcavage (mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu) wrote:
>I find Attanasio to be an utterly undisciplined writer, and have only been
>able to finish one of his novels (_Radix_).

  Why do you say he is undisciplined?  What constitutes a disciplined
writer, in your mind?  What is so great about discipline?

  These may sound facetious, but I am simply curious on what basis you make
that judgement.

Brian W. Spolarich
UM ITD/US Consulting and Support Services
briansp@umich.edu			 

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 09:01:44 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A. A. Attanasio

Brian, I'd say that disciplined writing includes tight plotting, sentences
that carefully follow one another logically, control over adjective
phrases, etc.

I know I'm not in a small minority in having this opinion of AAA.  The
Encyclopedia of SF notes that he is not a "tempered" writer, and other
sources over the years have said much the same thing.  (as I recall, David
Pringle was one of them)

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 11:08:19 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G. Bear: Anvil of Stars

Phill Hatch writes:
> Or am I reaching too far with this job/Job thing?

I think you're reaching too far.  Recall that the children in 'Anvil of
Stars' had volunteered for the job, whereas Job was given no choice in the
matter.  The points to the stories are very different: Job came to affirm
the power and glory of the Lord whereas Anvil of Stars is ambivalent as to
whether the job was a good thing (certainly there's plenty of evidence that
the vast majority of the inhabitants of the destroyed solar system were
completely innocent of the destruction of Earth).

The parallel that struck me most forcefully was between 'Anvil of Stars'
and 'Lord of the Flies': both focus on isolated communities of
children/young adults and both show such a community being swallowed up by
power struggles and mysticism.  If Bear had a point in this it must be to
suggest that given how tribal and violent we humans are, it's foolish to
expect the galaxy to be a nice place.

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 06:27:40 GMT
From: meikled@kralizec.zeta.org.au (David Meiklejohn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gregory Benford (was Re: AC Clarke can write, but can he read?)

jezsik@alcor.concordia.ca (Louis Jezsik) writes:
>After reading the sequels to Rama with G. Lee, and the sequel to Against
>The Fall Of Night (with some pathetic dweeb not worthy to be mentioned)

"Pathetic dweeb?"  Surely you can't mean Gregory Benford, who for me runs a
dead heat with David Brin in the best modern author stakes.  (Mind you,
Greg Bear runs very close).  If you're interested in hard sf with fresh
ideas and good plot and characterisation, you can't go past Benford.  Then
again, if your leaning is to fantasy, his works could be difficult for you
to get into.

Beyond the Fall of Night explored the future evolution of life, of which
Man becomes a minor player.  Compare this with Great Sky River, where the
evolution of machine intelligence is contemplated, and you will appreciate
Benford's range and depth of vision.

David Meiklejohn
meikled@kralizec.zeta.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 00:57:49 GMT
From: holman@tauon.ph.unimelb.edu.au (Brett Holman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gregory Benford

According to "informed sources", Benford's next book out will be out in
August, and is called Furious Gulf. It *sounds* like the last? in the Great
Sky River/Tides of Light series (two exceptionally exceptional books) ...
but does anyone know any more??

Brett Holman
School of Physics
University of Melbourne
Australia		
holman@tauon.ph.unimelb.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 15:30:12 GMT
From: MAdams@utxvm.cc.utexas.edu (Mark S. Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gregory Benford

> Beyond the Fall of Night explored the future evolution of life, of which
> Man becomes a minor player.  Compare this with Great Sky River, where the
> evolution of machine intelligence is contemplated, and you will
> appreciate Benford's range and depth of vision.

_Beyond the Fall of Night_ *does* explore the future evolution of life,
*but* it also contemplates the evolution of machine intelligence.  Remember
that wherever their ship went were signs that machines had been there first
and destoyed life and back on Earth there were *definite* indications that
a machine intelligence had dropped off the alien sea creatures (sorry don't
have the book handy; can't remember what they were called) to destroy life
on Earth.

> According to "informed sources", Benford's next book out will be out in
> August, and is called Furious Gulf. It *sounds* like the last? in the
> Great Sky River/Tides of Light series (two exceptionally exceptional
> books) ... but does anyone know any more??

That would be great.  These two books are preceded by _In the Ocean of
Night_(ITOON) and _Across the Sea of Suns_(ATSOS).  I read _Great Sky
River_ and _Tides of Light_ initially and only then did I proclaim Benford
to be, at the very least, a demi-god.  I went to the book store and bought
everything else he had written; I only realized afterword that ATSOS and
ITOON were the first books in the series.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 04:56:03 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: News about "Mists of Avalon" Sequels?

cah@charybdis.jpl.nasa.gov (Allen Halsell) wrote:
> I've read rumors about two sequels to "Mists of Avalon" by Marion Zimmer
> Bradley.  I find this hard to imagine and easy to believe, given the
> "sequel-itis" raging through the genre.
> 
> Can anyone illuminate me as to when/if these books are coming out?

I read in Locus, I believe, that there will be two, the first I believe is
called the "Cottage in the Woods" or something to that effect.

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 04:20:30 GMT
From: blaak@csri.toronto.edu (Raymond Blaak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Question: David Brin

mrfante@bu.edu (mario fante) writes:
>Can anyone tell me whether or not any new works by David Brin have been
>published since _Earth_ a couple of years ago?  I seem to recall an ad for
>a forthcoming book called _Stratos_ some time ago (1991) but haven't been
>able to track it down.

In Toronto, _Glory Season_ is available in hardcover (Bantam). I have no
idea what it is about, for I am waiting till it comes out in paperback.

I *really* like this guy's stuff, but even so, I go through so many books,
that at $25 a pop a hardcover is not worth it. In fact, the only hardcovers
I have are those where I have read the story a million times and want to
have a copy enshrined on my shelf.

Ray Blaak
blaak@csri.toronto.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 19:37:03 GMT
From: palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com (John J. Palmer )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Question: David Brin

BTW, Glory Season is the same story as Stratos, Brin just changed the title
in the interim before publishing. It's a fine book, I like it a lot,
thought provoking and not predictable. (Grain of salt).

John J. Palmer
MDA-SSD M&P
palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 01:14:37 GMT
From: jjh654@huxley.anu.edu.au (Joseph J Hope)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

Jon Jasper (carolync@netcom.com) wrote:
>> I'm wondering if any Brunner fans out there could
>> recommend 'The Sheep Look Up.' [Distaste deleted]
>
>I'm with you, I rarely put a book down...I wish I had with this one...
>This book just gets worse and worse, and bleaker and bleaker.

I think this is an unusual reason for disliking a book. I thought TSLU was
great, and would have thought it a complete cop-out to tack on a happy
ending.  Fair enough that you didn't like it, and fine that you put it down
because you found it depressing (sorry if I am wrong about your reasons).

I think it is very well written, and would highly recommend it. If all
books were like this I might not read as much, simply because it might get
me down after a while, but I dislike the idea of continually reading
Hollywood scripts as well.
 I might try more Brunner books some time.

Joe

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 11:06:33 GMT
From: meskes@ulysses.informatik.rwth-aachen.de (Michael Meskes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Sheep Look Up

fkiesche3@aol.COM writes:
>On "Stand on Zanzibar", I read it twice, using a different method each
>time, and almost felt like I was reading a different book each time. The
>first time I read it, I read all of the short stories and essays one after
>another and then read the integrated novel. The second time I read the
>book from one end to another. How have other people read this book?

I read it from one end to the other and would really recommend to do so.
It's the overall picture that's created I think what's makes this book one
of the best. In my opinion it's the best.

I think you mentioned the best books Brunner wrote. I also like The
Dreaming Earth, The Whole Man, The Tides of Time and (maybe the best of
these four) The Stone That Never Came Down.

Michael Meskes
Lehrstuhl fuer angewandte Mathematik insb. Informatik
RWTH-Aachen, D 52056 Aachen, Germany
meskes@ulysses.informatik.rwth-aachen.de

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 22:35:17 GMT
From: cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

Just a point of IMHO:

My two favorite Brunner (I've read a lot of Brunner but not everything) are
INTERSTELLAR EMPIRE and THE WRONG END OF TIME. Ironically, I have seen many
negative comments on both of these books.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 18:09:24 GMT
From: ender@vision.eri.harvard.edu (ender)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold Query

fkiesche3@aol.COM wrote:
> The new Bujold book sounds great. Silly question though (and I apologize
> if this has been beaten into the ground already):
> 
> What is the proper order in which to read these stories?

In almost all of the Miles Vorkosigan series of books there is a sort of
"time line" although Barryar (?) occurred before Miles was born and it made
somewhat more sense to read it afterward all the Miles books. Am I making
any sense?

There is a new Bujold out? Wow, am I out of it.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 18:24:40 GMT
From: Mark.Stackpole@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Mark Stackpole)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Lost Boys

***NOT SO SLIGHT SPOILERS***

   I found the sub-text of _Lost Boys_ very unpleasant. It it the most
xenophobic book I read in a long time. Every single non-LDS character in
_Lost Boys_ is a threat or a danger to the Mormon family and community.
There is a manipulative boss, the child abuser techy-nerd, the irrational
school teacher and several other whom I forgotten since I read the novel.
The only sympathetic non-LDS character, the handyman, turns out to be a
pedophile rapist and serial murderer.
   OSC seems to state that a Mormon can only be safe with other Mormons;
all non-Later Day Saints are evil. While I'm sure that this was not OSC's
intention, this paranoid view is very clear in _Lost Boys_.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 15:40:37 GMT
From: tdc@tiac.net (Terry Condren)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Lost Boys

I think the "watch out for non-LDS" message is more a subjective stance
rather than an objective statement of fact on OSC's part, and it's
definitely not limited to Mormons.  Every religion that I've come into
contact with from Judiasm to Catholicism to Fundamentalism to Islam has an
us-them mentality.  Any philosophy that claims to have the *real* truth
must adopt an exclusionary attitude towards unbelievers/infidels/pagans,
etc..

Yes, OSC's message may be a touch xenophobic, but it's due to religion in
general, not just Mormonism (is that the correct term?) specifically.

Btw, I'm a practicing agnostic and thus have no strong bias.

Terry Condren
tdc@tiac.net

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 01:24:52 GMT
From: briansp@css.itd.umich.edu (Brian W. Spolarich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John Crowley:  Little, Big

  Anyone know the writing of John Crowley, specifically Little, Big?
Another one of the best novels (of any kind) that I have read.  I was
curious if anyone had any thoughts to share on this book.  Impressions,
favorite parts, speculations on sources, etc..

Brian W. Spolarich
UM ITD/US Consulting and Support Services
briansp@umich.edu			 

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 03:36:53 GMT
From: mcgregoa@cognos.com (Alayne McGregor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Into the Green by Charles de Lint

		     INTO THE GREEN by Charles de Lint
			reviewed by Alayne McGregor

   Angharad has the triple gift: tinker, harper, and witch. But that gift
is at best mixed, in a society where witches are persecuted and hunted down
for their powers.

   She survives by staying out of the major cities, where the persecution
is the worst. But now she can no longer do that, because she is the only
one who can fight the threat of an ancient device, which would remove the
Green magic from the world.

   Alone, she journeys to the city of Cathal. With witch-finders and
thieves following all too closely, and with uncertain allies, she tries to
find the device and save the magical heritage of the Summerblood.

   Angharad is no Amazon heroine, nor a sorceress tossing off spells. de
Lint has produced a refreshing variant on the quest novel with a heroine
who can't slip silently into a city, who makes mistakes, but who still uses
her intelligence, skills, and compassion as best she can.

   It's an engrossing novel, with an ending not easily guessed, and written
with de Lint's typical care and feel for language. If I have any criticism,
it is that it sometimes seems too distanced, and that it's difficult to
feel the tragedies along with the characters. Nevertheless, this is a
well-done fantasy, better than 90 per cent of what's on the F&SF shelves.

Title:      Into The Green
Author:     Charles de Lint
City:       New York
Date:       November 1993
Publisher:  Tor
Comments:   hardback, CDN$27.95
Order Info: ISBN 0-312-85672-5
Pages:      254pp

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 19:52:14 GMT
From: gary@ah3.cal.msu.edu (Gary J LaPointe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Duane

An Important thing to note about DARK MIRROR to Duane fans is that she has
a dolphin like being in there that is reminiscent to her characters in Deep
Wizardry.  As a matter of fact the parallel universe may be some shape/form
of what Kit and Nita has experienced in their adventures.  There are a few
other things but I don't want to spoil the particulars (and I'm not done
yet!).

Gary J LaPointe
Michigan State University
gary@ah3.cal.msu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 03:44:10 GMT
From: holee@mothra.syr.edu (Vorpal Bunny(R))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Raymond Feist's New Book

I heard that Raymond Feist will be publishing another book within the year,
does anyone know what this will be?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 07:52:31 GMT
From: kim@sun.lclark.edu (John Kim)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Joe Haldeman

Just finished rereading Haldeman's novel, The Forever War.  Does anyone
think that TFW is anti-Heinlein? I've heard that it was written as a sort
of antithesis of Heinlein's Starship Troopers. It obviously has connections
with Vietnam, but I'm curious to see what Haldeman's personal convictions
are in regards to warfare and the military in general. Anyone with any
ideas?

I've also read his collection Dealing With Futures and the back of the book
says he has a new novel coming out called 1968. Does anyone have more info
on this? Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 11:17:18 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman

_The Forever War_, according to Haldeman, was not written as an
anti-Heinlein novel, but rather a science-fictionalization of his own
experiences in Vietnam in many ways.  As I recall, Heinlein told him it was
a good novel.

------------------------------
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Date: 11 Feb 94 20:56:00 GMT
From: ENGMJA@engensvr.ltec.com ("Aylor, Mark")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: C. S. Friedman

I was browsing through the last few months of postings, but did not see any
discussion on C. S. Friedman.

Anyway, this is by far one of the best sf/f authors I have read in a long
time IMHO.  I read _Madness_Season_ and was very impressed with the
pseudo-vampire the story was told about.

The second book I picked up after that was _Black_Sun_Rising_.
 _THE_BEST_BOOK_ I have ever read. I have never been so drawn into a story
as I was there. I could not put it down.

Then what to my dismay!  _When_True_Night_Falls_ the long awaited sequel
comes out and...aw...  Sorry this one just didn't have the intensity of her
other books.  I felt like about 100 pages was left out.  The whole trip
across the ocean was summed up in a few pages. I wanted to see how they
survived.

Does anyone else have an opinion on this (if I haven't brought something up
long ago dead). Please let me know.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 20:56:12 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: C. S. Friedman

When WTNF came out in hardback, there was a fairly significant amount of
discussion about it.  About a year ago, some friends of mine talked me into
reading (I didn't used to let myself get sucked into reading 500+ novels
very often, but that's another story) a bunch of Friedman.  You didn't
mention _In Conquest Born_ in your post; you might want to go dig that one
up - it's space opera, genetic weirdness and war, and all of it quite good
even if it does take itself a bit more seriously than I care for, and even
if it is a bit angst-ridden.

_Madness Season_, by contrast, was light-hearted.  ;-) Which pseudo-vampire
did you have in mind?  If it sounds like a silly question, think about it
for a minute.  I assume you mean the protagonist, rather than the other
entity he hooks up with later on.

_Black Sun Rising_ was technically the best written, imo, although I felt
it was not as interesting (involving? intense?) a book as either of the two
others.  It explores some of ideas about the reciprocity of sacrificer and
sacrificee; that bit where what'sherface offers her blood cupped in her
hand to Tarrant book has true Shudder Value, exaggerated for me because I'd
been increasingly noticing this idea in the other two books (it took me
five days to read the three of them, and I took a day-long break in the
middle so I must confess, I was pretty much soaked in this stuff and have
no real objectivity about it).

I have a copy of WTNF, and I keep meaning to read it, but I keep meaning to
read a lot of things, and all I seem to do these days is work, cook, soak
in a hot tub, trade backrubs and do crossword puzzles.  Which is not to say
I'm complaining.

I have about 12 messages saved from the previous thread and I suppose I
could email them to you if you were interested.  Skimming them, the
consensus is with you that WTNF isn't as "fresh" or "intense" or good as
BSR.  There's a lot of plottish discussion re: Calesta, Tarrant and his
various identities, the possibility that Tarrant may have stray offspring
running around and who they might be if they do, in fact, exist.  There's
also some discussion of the implications of Tarrant's sacrifice a long time
ago, and it being a mirror image of Casca's long before that (Casca
sacrificing knowledge for life; Tarrant sacrificing life for knowledge was
the way one poster put it).  Also, a couple of people noted gee, duh, it's
about *time* Damien realizes Tarrant could possibly be Saved.  There were
also some additional side threads at the time which I didn't save for some
reason.

Hope that helps.

Rebecca Crowley		
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 05:12:48 GMT
From: markus@twain.ucs.umass.edu (Anthony M Christopher)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: C. S. Friedman

I wasn't too crazy about _In Conquest Born_, though I loved all her other
stuff.  I'm not sure which my favorite may be, BSR or MS.  WTNF wasn't
quite as good, though also very enjoyable.  BTW, does anyone know her
mailing address?

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 07:51:22 GMT
From: skye@netcom.com (Alexandra Knepper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: C. S. Friedman

I haven't seen any other posts regarding Friedman recently, but I agree
with you, she is very good.  I haven't had the chance to read "True Night"
yet but even if it's not as good as "Black Sun," I'm dying to learn more
about Vryce and Tarrant and watch them interact.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 15:46:45 GMT
From: tdc@tiac.net (Terry Condren)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: C. S. Friedman

skye@netcom.com (Alexandra Knepper) wrote:
> I haven't seen any other posts regarding Friedman recently, but I agree
> with you, she is very good.  I haven't had the chance to read "True
> Night" yet but even if it's not as good as "Black Sun," I'm dying to
> learn more about Vryce and Tarrant and watch them interact.

The interaction between Tarrant and Vryce is extremely interesting.  Poor
Vrcye is constantly forced to challenge his parochial beliefs concerning
the definition of evil.  If the use of the dark fae accomplishes a holy
purpose, is that evil?

I'm glad CSF didn't cast Vrcye from the dogmatic mold.  A simple I'm good /
you're bad world view would've sunk the series.  Vryce's willing to
question his own beliefs and engage in a little healthy self-doubt is
refreshing.

Terry Condren
tdc@tiac.net

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 20:21:53 GMT
From: oberd_r@saguaro.cs.odu.edu (Richard Oberdorfer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: J.P. Hogan's latest

Lots of Hogan buffs on the line. His latest novelette is OUT OF TIME and,
sorry, it's really not much.  A simple dilemma, said to be world
threatening, but it's not very persuasive.  His solution is logical and
hardly surprising.  When I finished it, my response was "So what?" [And I
LOVE some of his earlier stuff, like THE PROTEUS OPERATION].  

R. Oberdorfer

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 09:19:16 GMT
From: vanyel@crl.com (Paul W. Cashman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Where Have You Gone, J.P. Hogan?"

fkiesche3@aol.COM writes:
>I also vastly enjoyed the "Giants" novels, especially "Inherit the Stars".
>I've read most of his others, but have not kept them in the collection...

Interesting note about INHERIT THE STARS; it was featured in an episode of
the (Americanized) Robotech animated series as an item to be returned to a
deceased friend's father.  The title and author are never explicitly
mentioned, but the book's identity is clear from the animation.  Hogan is
- -quite- popular in Japan...

(For the curious, this was in the episode "Paper Hero.")

Paul W. Cashman
vanyel@crl.com 

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 13:51:57 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Where Have You Gone, J.P. Hogan?"

THE IMMORTALITY OPTION, Hogan's sequel to CODE OF THE LIFEMAKER, is almost
finished--Hogan's working on minor revisions now.  It will be a Winter '95
hardcover (i.e., it will be out in about a year).  

Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
201 East 50th Street
NY NY 10022 USA
ekh@panix.com
E.Harris1@GEnie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 18:41:56 GMT
From: annako@microsoft.com (Anna Korra'ti)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Pern

lbm@avs.com (Linda B. Merims) writes:
>Indeed, I had tired of it to the extent that I havn't even bothered to
>read anything published since _The White Dragon_.  I'd probably only pick
>it up again if she ever writes a finale - they go to the Red Star and
>destroy it.  The End.

   She did write a finale - it was called _All the Weyrs of Pern_.  This
was the immediate followup to events at the very end of _Renegades of
Pern_.
   McCaffrey has since written _Chronicles of Pern_, but this is a short
story collection which goes back to Pern's earliest days, and fills in some
historical gaps. Within the chronology of the Pern universe, _All the
Weyrs_ is the final book.

dapple@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 00:52:35 GMT
From: mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk (Michael Peter Vaughan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Pern (and an AMcC rant)

Anna Korra'ti <annako@microsoft.com> wrote:
>universe, _All the Weyrs_ is the final book.

And thank god for that... (imho)

I like the first five or so dragonbooks (up to and including Dragondrums,
although the other books _do_ have their good points) but from there on I
think she goes down hill. I don't think she writes SF very well, or rather
(to correct myself) she doesn't _explain_ what was once fantasyesque (sic)
in terms of science - I think the science bits of Thw White Dragon and
AtWoP feel rather clumsy (having AIVAS as a quite literal Deus Ex Machina
deliberately suicide is a bit silly: what happens if a plague or something
happens which AIVAS could help with, but which the community at their
current (rather low) level of tech couldn't deal with?)

Having said that I think the crystal singer books are fun, and the Ship Who
Sang is enjoyable, so...

I think AMcCaffrey's strengths lie not in writing SF or F, but in romantic
stories. Most of her books, when you come down to it are love stories: The
Crystal Singer book, The ship who sang, Dragonflight, DragonSinger 1&2,
etc..

This is a generalisation, but a reasonable one I think.

I don't think that she's _that_ good a writer: there are several points (I
remember counting three) in Crystal Line (anybody any idea why it was
called that?) where she says something like "She felt the power from the
powerful engines..." Very bad editing.

I still _like_ her though. Her orginal Dragon characters were wonderful -
even I had a lump in my throat as I read Master Robinton's funeral...
*sniffle*

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 12:20:21 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Pern (and an AMcC rant)

mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk "Michael Peter Vaughan" writes:
>I like the first five or so dragonbooks (up to and including Dragondrums,
>although the other books _do_ have their good points) but from there on I
>think she goes down hill. I don't think she writes SF very well, or rather
>(to correct myself) she doesn't _explain_ what was once fantasyesque (sic)
>in terms of science - I think the science bits of Thw White Dragon and
>AtWoP feel rather clumsy (having AIVAS as a quite literal Deus Ex Machina
>deliberately suicide is a bit silly: what happens if a plague or something
>happens which AIVAS could help with, but which the community at their
>current (rather low) level of tech couldn't deal with?)

Agreed.  As part of a Pern fan club, writing fiction in an 'alternate'
Pern, we have tried to explain her 'science' (including how a planet which
goes out to the Oort Cloud manages to stay around 1AU for 50 years out of a
250 year orbit!), and AIVAS I thought was a definite 'deus ex machina', and
contradicted her earlier stories (particularly the intros).

>I think AMcCaffrey's strengths lie not in writing SF or F, but in romantic
>stories. Most of her books, when you come down to it are love stories: The
>Crystal Singer book, The ship who sang, Dragonflight, DragonSinger 1&2,
>etc..
>
>This is a generalisation, but a reasonable one I think.

Very reasonable, since she has said many times to fans that what she writes
are romances!  The SF books are basically her 'setting' for the story.

>I don't think that she's _that_ good a writer: there are several points (I
>remember counting three) in Crystal Line (anybody any idea why it was
>called that?) where she says something like "She felt the power from the
>powerful engines..." Very bad editing...

I think the tiltle is a pun on "crystalline", but I don't know if it was
intentional.

However, the editing on her books is a large part of the problem.  Damia's
Children was abyssmal - spelling errors, chunks repeated, clumsy 'cuts'
between paragraphs, etc.  I don't believe that anyone bothered to proofread
it at all.  My statement about it was "If that had come to me as fan
fiction, I would have sent it back marked up with the errors".  I still
intend to get a copy of the paperback - either they will have corrected it,
in which case it might be readable, or they haven't, in which case I'll
mark that up and send it to the publishers.  If the publisher (Bantam?)
can't afford proofreaders and spellcheckers, give it to fans to publish...

>I still _like_ her though. Her orginal Dragon characters were wonderful -
>even I had a lump in my throat as I read Master Robinton's funeral...
>*sniffle*

Oh, aye...  Several of her pieces still get me sniffling (Menolly first
playing in the quartet at the Harper Hall - I'm a musician and I *know* how
playing in a group can be a 'high', especially for the first time).

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 03:01:36 GMT
From: joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tim Powers

dac@prolix.apana.org.au (Andrew Clayton) writes:
>The book was very close to earth in lots of places.  I certainly felt for
>the protagonist, during his quest.  Powers' description of the hidden
>egyptian gods was reminiscent of his earlier Anubis Gates.

Powers likes the idea of myths underlying reality. He's also used the theme
in _The Stress of Her Regard_ and _The Drawing of the Dark_.

>I had a problem with the physical reality of the ghost-like being that was
>Our Hero's dead-wife.  And the other haphazard meetings with strange and
>meaningful side-characters.  The book would have been less without them,
>yet they cannot be rationally explained.

Powers uses references like some writers use adjectives. Sonny's wife
represents Death, death incarnate. She's still alive because he's not been
able to accept the fact that she's died (the cup of coffee in the oven). He
becomes an alcoholic, and as the spooky stuff starts to manifest it becomes
evident that he's Drinking With Death. I know I've seen this on a woodcut
somewhere, and it may be on teh Tarot cards too.  This also ties into the
part where he is staggering through the ruined cathedral after her, that's
a Tarot reference.

His wife may also have been actualised because Sonny's coming into his
powers as heir-presumptgive to the King, and she's the wife of the King and
therefore the Queen. He needs to reject her for a real Queen in order to
win. This may just be my surmising, though.

As for side characters not making sense, which ones do you mean? The part I
liked was the way that *everybody* made sense, in context. Dondi is
probably the weirdest one, but he grew up in a box being impressed by the
cards.

I'd classify _Last Call_ as one of my favorite books, up there in the top
10.

jds
joe@zikzak.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 03:36:50 GMT
From: mcgregoa@cognos.com (Alayne McGregor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Burning Bright by Melissa Scott

		      BURNING BRIGHT by Melissa Scott
			reviewed by Alayne McGregor

   In the far future, the Game is an interstellar addiction.  Using one
base world and a number of variant scenarios, players don virtual reality
headsets to join in adventures - the more complicated the plots, the
better.

   The free-port planet of Burning Bright is the centre of the Game in all
of the human civilization. When spacepilot Quinn Lioe unexpectedly gets a
10-day layover on Burning Bright, it's the perfect opportunity to try out
the latest Game scenario that she has designed.

   It's even more popular than she thought, and she prepares to enhance her
Game reputation and her bank account by running her Game sessions for the
rest of her layover.  Unfortunately, some of the players are playing
real-life games as well, and Lioe finds she has to be a master player in
real life too.

   This is not a gaming novel, it is a novel of intrigue and character,
where the Game only counterpoints the real-life maneuvering. Scott has also
done an excellent job of describing her aliens, the Hsai, (even if they
have more than a hint of the Orient) and of building her storm-tossed
planet. I could feel myself walking on top of the dike that protects the
city from the sea; I could hear the acid in the verbal dueling.

   Recommended.

Title:      Burning Bright
Author:     Melissa Scott
City:       New York
Date:       May 1993
Publisher:  Tor
Comments:   hardback, US$21.95
Order Info: ISBN 0-312-85502-8
Pages:      349pp
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Date: 9 Feb 94 09:00:17 GMT
From: cc697@cleveland.freenet.edu (Eric Oppen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Next Draka Book: When?

When is S.M. Stirling going to quit futzing around with that idiotic "Fifth
Millenium" which can't make up its mind to be either a post-holocaust
pseudo-medieval SF storyline or a post-Tolkien pseudo-medieval fantasy
storyline and get on with telling us what happened next in the Draka world?

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 01:54:25 GMT
From: taia_a@ix.wcc.govt.nz (Second Genyosha)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Next Draka Book: When?

 Well as much as I would love to see the Draka suck nuclear waste and all
die a nice and painful death, I understand that the "4th" novel in this
series will deal with the Domination and the Free Americans in space
together, no happy ending is to be expected people :( I always did like the
comment by one of his friends of "nuking from orbit" :)

 And as for his "Fifth Millenium" expect more of the same there. If you
read the appendices that are at the back of them, you can see that the
"world" is a personal favourite of his from quite a few years back. So he
will "futzing around" with the series for quite a while I think.

 He also is involved in the "General" series, started by David Drake, plus
the other minor projects with Pournelle, McCaffrey and others. So he is
busy and I suspect that he will get around to it, but when is the question?
Not that I care for a sequel that much unless the Draka are destroyed by
petty rivalry and a serf rebellion that, well, I can dream can't I?

Toni Taia
TAIA_A@kosmos.wcc.govt.nz

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 19:22:21 GMT
From: zxmxa09@studserv.zdv.uni-tuebingen.de (Andreas morlok)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Next Draka Book: When?

Some time ago I`ve read here something about a 4th part in which a Draka is
accidentially transported into our timeline in some kind of time travel
experiment. O.K., this could be a joke, but nevertheless there seems to be
a new Draka novel next time - at least according to the Alternate History
List, in which it is called "Heavy Iron".

taia_a@ix.wcc.govt.nz (Second Genyosha) writes:
>... that I care for a sequel that much unless the Draka are destroyed by
>petty rivalry and a serf rebellion that, well, I can dream can't I?

Well, if the rumor above is right, we should better prepare for the
invasion...

Andreas Morlok 
Hegelstr.27 72072 Tuebingen Germany
morlok@studserv.zdv.uni-tuebingen.de

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 23:12:28 GMT
From: pcrxs@nasagiss.giss.nasa.gov (Robert B. Schmunk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Next Draka Book: When?

zxmxa09@studserv.zdv.uni-tuebingen.de (Andreas morlok) wrote:
> Some time ago I`ve read here something about a 4th part in which a Draka
> is accidentially transported into our timeline in some kind of time
> travel experiment. O.K., this could be a joke, but nevertheless there
> seems to be a new Draka novel next time - at least according to the
> Alternate History List, in which it is called "Heavy Iron".

The 4th Draka book, HEAVY IRON, is on the Alternate History List entirely
because someone made a posting here to r.a.s.w naming the book during the
summer of 1993, and also gave a two sentence plot description. The
reliability of such information, well... It would presumably be a Baen
book, so it would be hopeless toask PNH or EKH if they know anything about
it.

Robert B. Schmunk
NASA/Goddard Institute
2880 Broadway
New York, NY 10025 USA

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 08:42:22 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

jacob@plasma2.ssl.berkeley.edu writes:

>   True Game series: (F)
>      The Song of Mavin Manyshaped
>      The Flight of Mavin Manyshaped
>      The Search of Mavin Manyshaped
>   *  King's Blood Four
>   *  Necromancer Nine
>   *  Wizard's Eleven
>      Jinian Footseer
>      Jinian Dervish Daughter
>      Jinian Star-Eye
>
>Anybody have any opinion on these?  I read the middle three years ago and
>loved them, but when the first one came out (The Song of Mavin
>Manyshaped), it just didn't seem to appeal to me for some reason and I
>never picked it up.  How do they relate to the ones I've read?  Same
>universe, I take it. I loved the system of magic she set up.

THe first three are prequels, mainly; the first describes Shifter life, as
well as the origins of the High King's Domain, and the Wizard Himaggery;
the second has Mavin rescuing Handbright again - but in a *completely*
different setting (across the ocean); the third introduces the Dervishes,
the Ban of Bartelmy, and more Wizardly strangeness, as well as the
Shadowpeople and the Daylight Bell ("On the road, the old road, a tower
made of stone;
   In the tower hangs a bell that cannot ring alone.
  Shadowbell rings in the night, Daylight Bell the dawn;
   In the tower hung the bells, now the tower's gone...")  and finishes up
with (if I recall correctly) the events of KB4 from Mavin's perspective.

>Now, years later, are these all worth reading?  Also, were they published
>in the order listed?  For some reason I always had the impression that the
>one I read were the first out.  Hmmm...

They are *well* worth reading; I always reread them in the original order.
I *loved* the first trilogy (which is the middle three), liked the second
(which is the Mavin three), and *adored* the third, which is (yes) the last
three, and which is sequels to the others. The first of *it* introduces
Jinian and deals with her early years and the start of her Great Quest; the
second shows *her* side of the events in Wizard's Eleven, plus more
unfolding of the mysteries of Lom ("What's Lom?" I hear you cry... you'll
have to read them to findd out); and the third is the grand tying-together
of all the loose plot threads, the conclusion of Jinian's Great Quest, the
secrets of the Eentsies, etc., ending in a catastrophic change (and the
faint promise of more sequels, a thousand years later...).

>(I hear people rave about some of Tepper's more feminist books.  I just
>want good writing and stories, no preaching.)

Oh, that they are (good writing and stories, that is).

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 02:35:40 GMT
From: rlee@hookup.net (Ray Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

>(I hear people rave about some of Tepper's more feminist books.  I just
>want good writing and stories, no preaching.)

Thoroughly recommend "Grass" and "Raising the Stones".  "The Gate to
Womens' Country" may be feminist, but so what.. it's still an excellent
novel.

Of the early stuff, enjoyed KB4 and N9, but felt W11 unsatisfactory and the
rest somewhat stretched. The Jinian ones are certainly better than the
Mavin trilogy.

Ray

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 11:47:52 GMT
From: clfisher@r-node.io.org (clfisher)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

The King's Blood trilogy was fun.  Not especially deep, but fun.  Mavin
Manyshaped wasn't very good at all IMAO.  Very disappointing after King's
Blood, etc..  Jinian was much better than Mavin, but not as good as the
King's Blood series.  Of course, I may merely have grown tired of the
world.

>I always had the impression that the one I read were the first out.
>Hmmm...

Yes.. King's Blood, then Mavin, then Jinian

>(I hear people rave about some of Tepper's more feminist books.  I just
>want good writing and stories, no preaching.)

Tepper took a sudden turn for the literary after these books.  Her later
work is much heavier.  Some of it is still really good, but expect a higher
effort-to-pleasure ratio than King's Blood.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 19:57:14 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

I only read Jinian Footseer, Dervish Daughter, and Jinian Star-Eye.  Of the
three, the last one was my favorite.  I read them all one after another,
and found Star-Eye to be an exciting and poignant conclusion to the events
in the trilogy.

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 20:59:09 GMT
From: fzimmerm@ciesin.org (Fred Zimmerman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: On Rereading Tolkien (Fred's Books #3)

Author: Tolkien,J.R.R.
Title:  Lord of the Rings; The Silmarillion; Unfinished Tales

A few thoughts on rereading the Lord of the Rings, The Silmarillion, and
Unfinished Tales for the first time in many years.

Something I never noticed before: How the identity of the main characters
is defined by themselves, not by their parents, or their significant
others, or their peers, or their callings.  For example, we hear the
phrases "Frodo, son of Drogo," and "Aragorn, son of Arathorn", over and
over again.  But we learn very little about those fathers.

The one time we do learn a great deal about a father-son relationship, it
is the tragic story of Boromir, Faramir, and Denethor, where the son who is
saved is the one who is not defined by his father.

I recall reading that Tolkien shared many portions of LOTR in letters to
his son Christopher while he was stationed in South Africa during WW2.

I find myself discovering that some of the lasting grace of these beautiful
stories is in the subtle statement they make about the proper relation
between parent and child.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 03:35:45 GMT
From: pcrxs@nasagiss.giss.nasa.gov (Robert B. Schmunk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Turtledove's Agent of Byzantium

A new Baen edition of Harry Turtledove's AGENT OF BYZANTIUM just appeared
at the bookstore. I've got a copy of the edition that came out a few years
and figured I could ignore the new one, until I noticed that the new one
has a big "Expanded!" on the cover. A cursory glance reveals that there is
a new preface by Turtledove.  I'm wondering if that's all that's been added
or if anyone's noticed any other differences.

Robert B. Schmunk
NASA/Goddard Institute
2880 Broadway
New York, NY 10025 USA

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 05:15:27 GMT
From: cwrea@tuzo.erin (Chris W. Rea [UL])
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Turtledove's Agent of Byzantium

Robert B. Schmunk <pcrxs@nasagiss.giss.nasa.gov> wrote:
>A new Baen edition of Harry Turtledove's AGENT OF BYZANTIUM just appeared
>at the bookstore. I've got a copy of the edition that came

How old is this book? I've not heard of it. I've read a number of other
Turtledove books, including Noninterference, A World Of Difference, and
Earthgrip, and enjoyed them all thoroughly, but I haven't read many others.
Are there any books in particular missing from the aforementioned titles
that I should urgently be seeking? :-)

cwrea@io.org

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 02:15:13 GMT
From: shsilver@indiana.edu (shsilver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Turtledove Bibliography (was Agent of Byzantium)

Robert Schmunk asked what was expanded in Turtledove's new addition of
Agent of Byzantium, and the answer is the short story Pillar of Cloud,
Pillar of Fire, which is also in his book Departures.  The introduction
appeared in the first edition of AoB.

Another person asked when this first came out and listed some Turtledove
books he has read.  Here follows a listing of all Turtledove's books with
the date of their first publication:

Agent of Byzantium, 1987
Bloodfeuds, 1993 (with Stirling, Tarr & Shwartz)
Blood Vengeance, 1994 (with Stirling, Tarr & Shwartz)
The Case of the Toxic Spell Dump, 1993
Departures, 1993 (collection)
A Different Flesh, 1988
Earthgrip, 1991
An Emperor for the Legion, 1987
The Guns of the South, 1992
Kaleidoscope, 1990 (collection)  
Krispos of Videssos, 1991
Krispos Rising, 1991
Krispos the Emperor, June 1994
The Legion of Videssos, 1987
The Misplaced Legion, 1987
Noninterference, 1988
The Prince of the North, June 1994
The Swords of the Legion, 1987
The Two Georges (Upcoming, with Richard Dreyfuss)
Wereblood, 1979 (under pseudonym Eric Iverson)
Werenight, 1979 (under pseudonym Eric Iverson)
Werenight, 1994 (combination of the above two books, under Turtledove)
A World of Difference, 1990
Worldwar:  In the Balance, 1994
Worldwar:  Tilting the Balance, Upcoming
Worldwar:  Upsetting the Balance, Upcoming
Worldwar:  Finding the Balance, Upcoming

Hope that helps.  Many of the earlier titles are unavailable (such as
Different Flesh).

Steven H Silver
Indiana University, Department of History
SHSILVER@IUBACS.BITNET
SHSILVER@ucs.indiana.edu
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Date: 8 Feb 94 18:54:32 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: R.A. Wilson & M. Shea

I like just about everything R. A. Wilson and R. (not M.) Shea have
written.  Besides *Illuminatus!*, Wilson has written *Schrodinger's Cat*
(originally published in 3 volumes, now in an abridged 1-vol. edition;
there's still a lot of good stuff left in the abridgement, but I prefer the
complete one), a self-contained one-volume novel *Masks of the Illuminati*,
and the continuing Historical Illuminatus series (*The Earth Will Shake*,
*The Widow's Son*, and *Nature's God*).  I enjoyed them all; they all have
the Wilson wit, and they all challenge the accepted truths that too many of
us blindly swallow.  (Like much sf, they have some tendency to value
traditional literary merit less than discussion of ideas.)

Robert Shea's solo stuff tends to be straightforward historical fiction
(though with a few sly and amusing Illuminatus! references) and quite good
at that.  The books include *Shike*, *All Things Are Lights*, *The
Saracen*, and *Shaman* (not to be confused with Noah Gordon's book of that
title).  Try them.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 18:47:31 GMT
From: toms@ihs.com (Tom Stockman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: R.A. Wilson & M. Shea

Haven't read the trilogy yet, I suspect it's better than Schrodinger's Cat
(which I've read), based on conversation with people who've read both...

I did read the "fourth" book of the Illuminatus series, called The Final
Secret of the Illuminatus, prefaced by a some other title, but that's
enough to find it.

Buy and read that book!  It's much more autobiographical in nature, and is
a tremendous exploration of the nature of what we call "reality".  I am
fairly certain this book is a serious inquiry (although, given RAW, it *is*
great fun) into how this existence works.

RAW talks about what happened when they first made up the conspiracy stuff
for the Illuminatus - they looked at all conspiracy information they had,
made up connections between them all, including to the Federal Gov't, then
watched open-mouthed as every type of strange coincidence occurred, right
up to and including Watergate, and the whole JFK flap...

Wilson also talks a lot about Timothy Leary (I respect that guy a lot more
since reading this book) and quantum mechanics/alternate universe type
stuff, this book helped me tie together information from many, many
different sources, probably more suitable for pseudo-philosophy than for
sci-fi, although the real-philosophy folk would probably insist on the
sci-fi classification.

This book also, IMO, should be required reading for any serious fan of
Philip K. Dick.

Tom Stockman
toms@ihs.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 18:23:42 GMT
From: lets6786@stud.let.ruu.nl ("Jan Pieter de Graaf")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: R.A. Wilson & M. Shea

_The Illuminatus! Trilogy_ is just about the best book I've ever read.
You've got to read it a few times, though, to fully appreciate it, with all
its little details and the non-chronological narrative and such. I have a
few other books by Wilson, but they're not all as entertaining as
_Illuminatus!_. The more interesting ones are:

    - _Masks of the Illuminati_; a sort of detective story with Albert
      Einstein and James Joyce as the detectives.

    - _Reality Is What You Can Get Away With_; a collage made in the future
      of old film fragments accompanied by Wilson's usual line of
      philosofies.

    - _The Historical Illuminatus Trilogy_; set in the late 18th century
      (Revolution of Independence, French Revolution) with characters like
      Sigismundo Celine, Count Cagliostro, Seamus Moon, Sir John Babcock
      and of course Adam Weishaupt. Conspiracy throughout history.
      Includes: _The Earth Will Shake_, _The Widow's Son_ and _Nature's
      God_. Wilson should be working on a fourth novel, but I don't know
      anything about that yet.

Jan Pieter de Graaf
Utrecht
The Netherlands

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 14:52:22 GMT
From: EFEEHAN@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Fiona)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robert Anton Wilson

Koen Vyverman asked about titles by Wilson and Shea.  While I would agree
with the other correspondents who recommend the _Illuminatus_ books, I
think much of his nonfiction is hilarious.  I particularly liked
_Prometheus Rising_ (Falcon Press, 1983), _Natural Law, or, Don't Put a
Rubber on your Willy_ (Loompanics, 1986) and _The New Inquisition:
Irrational Rationalism and the Citadel of Science_ (Falcon Press, 1986).

Fiona
efeehan@umiami.ir.miami.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 21 Jan 94 23:06:17 GMT
From: joeshaw@info1.cc.vt.edu (Joseph Shaw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn

garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett) writes:
> My opinion about his Aedonite church is that it's a complete ripoff of
> Christianity, with just the names changed to protect the blitheringly
> ignorant.  I feel like I could duplicate the "Book of Aedon" by taking a
> Christian Bible and replacing "Jesus" with "Usires", "Aedon" with
> "Christ", "Cross" or "Crucifix" with "Tree", "Rome" with "Nabban", etc..
> I don't fault authors for drawing material from various real cultures -
> they do it all the time, and many do it quite well but, Williams' work
> seemed like little more than a quick hatchet job.

Interesting.  One of the comments I've seen here about JRR Tolkien is that
he basically stole from lots of legends without even bothering to change
the names.  How much he actually changed the legends I know know.  When you
consider Tad Williams most significant previous project, why are you
surprised by this?  Williams at least bothered to make a few changes.  He
learned well from The Master (tm), don't you think?

Joe
joeshaw@csgrad.cs.vt.edu
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Date: 22 Jan 94 08:59:15 GMT
From: jp6v+@andrew.cmu.edu (Justus J Pendleton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn: Plot Twists

[much sloughing of excess occurs hereabouts]

AND THERE ARE SOME SPOILERS BELOW

>I guess I didn't really have a problem with this, but saw it more as
>something out of real-life.  The secrets weren't necessarily crucial to
>the ending of the story, and so like everyone else in the book, Williams
>chose to shock us.  In real-life,if someone wanted to keep a secret like
>this, you probably wouldn't know.  I haven't reread the books, but I've
>wondered if perhaps there aren't clues there that I simply missed, not
>knowing what to look for.  I liked it.  And actually, was it that big of a
>shock ? Didn't we know that Camaris had a thing for Josua's mother from
>book one ?  And as for Seoman's ancestry, Williams didn't have to say
>_anything_ from page one for me to suspect that he was from a high
>background.  It would have been more surprising if he wasn't the son of
>some one big.

It may have been more suprising, but personally, I would have been far more
satisfied with the story if Seoman Fiskerne (?) had turned out to be
nothing more than simple Simon Mooncalf.  Don't go make him a king, when it
isn't necessary or even relevant to the plot.  And while I am griping:
Josua should have died.  I hate too happy endings.  A little real life
misery would be nice every now and then (which is why I am hoping that Rand
dies, even though he's my favorite character).

Even though I complain about the short comings of the series, I still liked
it a lot.  Enough to buy all of the books in hardcover, which is a rare
event indeed for me.

Justus
jp6v+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 08:45:09 GMT
From: topaz@xmission.com (Topaz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow, Thorn

>>in some parts.  The first 500 pages of "The Dragonbone Chair" were mostly
>>worthless: there was little plot to speak of, and really no description.

>I agree here, too. In that many pages, I would expect to glean a much more
>comprehensive idea of what the world and people of Osten Ard were like.

By taking so long, we get a really good picture of life in the castle -
very few fantasy novels of this type bother to go into any detail as to
just *why* it sucks being a servant in a fantasy-land castle.  We don't see
much of Williams' world in *The Dragonbone Chair*, but what we do see, has
a grittiness and a reality that most pseudo-medieval fantasy worlds lack.

>Williams depended too much on analogy to our world's history and legends,
>instead of developing them into something of his own.

This didn't bother me at all.  The difference between Williams' world and
most contemporary-epic-fantasy worlds, is that Williams has made some
effort to have his make sense (in terms of really stupid boring non-fantasy
type things like economics and social structure).

Let me also add that I liked the fact that he modeled his languages after
real languages, since it means that the different languages and names sound
good, and sound internally consistant.

>The final problem I had with the series is that the characters sometimes
>acted in direct contradiction to the way Williams had developed them to
>that point. He would then justify these "slips" retroactively, for the
>most part in _To Green Angel Tower_.

Examples, please?  

topaz@xmission.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jan 94 09:02:36 GMT
From: topaz@xmission.com (Topaz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn: Alliteration

bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu (David Wren-Hardin) writes:
>I think this is exactly what Williams wanted to do, and don't really have
>a problem with it.  There could be several explanations. 1) It's a
>parallel universe thing, and so there are, well, parallels. 2) As for the
>religion being similar, maybe it's because they are the same religion in
>both worlds.
>
>If one takes the starting point that Christianity is 'true', that God sent
>his son to earth, then one can take the next step that if there are
>parallel universes, he did the same thing there too. The religion will be
>the same, and the whole 'plot' of the religion the same too.

Actually, one of the (many) epic-fantasy conventions that Williams turns
upside-down is the fact that, even though MAGICK WORKS and there are
STRANGE AND MYSTERIOUS POWERS on the Earth; the dominant religion is
fundamentally misguided as to how things Really Work in the world.  One
more thing that it has in common with Christianity, I'd say...

topaz@xmission.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 07:00:46 GMT
From: kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Pam Korda)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn: Plot Twists

bdh4@midway.uchicago.edu writes:
>I think this is at least partially a result of the characters living in
>the world that we are reading about.  Sure, Bright Nail is obvious to us,
>but we don't live there, we haven't lived with the image of Prester John
>as heroic King for decades, and we are perhaps a wee bit more cynical.
>They _knew_ that he killed the dragon with Bright Nail.  They read what
>they knew, not what was there.

This may be nit-picking, but it _really_ bugged me when I was reading the
books. How hard could it be to figure out? Prester John went into the
Dragon's cave with a spear his only weapon. He came out with a sword. Nuf
said.

Pam Korda
kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jan 94 18:30:07 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn: Plot Twists

Pam Korda <kor2@midway.uchicago.edu> wrote:
>This may be nit-picking, but it _really_ bugged me when I was reading the
>books. How hard could it be to figure out? Prester John went into the
>Dragon's cave with a spear his only weapon. He came out with a sword. Nuf
>said.

But that's his point. For us, reading the book, that seems obvious - John
has a spear in one passage, a sword when next we see him. But for someone
who has heard the tale of Prester John continually for forty years, this is
kind of subtle. It's only mentioned in passing, and even if you pick it up,
you will probably write it off as a misprint - "well,we know he killed the
dragon with a sword, so he must have meant 'sword' not 'spear.'"

Your preconceptions of things will often do that. Reading Le Guin's _Left
Hand of Darkness_ for the first time, I completely glossed over the fact
that the King was referred to as "she." Subconsciously, I just said "King=
he" and decided that the printer had dropped in a few extra "s"'s. It
wasn't until about the tenth time that this happened that I said "Hey-
wait. Something's fishy here," and got the point of the whole thing. And it
was the repetition that made me notice it. If it had only been done once,
as is the case in the Williams books, I don't think I ever would have
noticed.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jan 94 01:02:18 GMT
From: ccamfiel@undergrad.math.uwaterloo.ca (Chris Camfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn: Alliteration

Wasn't the original Prester John a mythical king in a Christian kingdom
"somewhere far away"?  I always took it that this was supposed to be the
place "somewhere far away", and so I didn't mind the fact that they were so
similar.  Anyone want to bet it was intentional?

Christopher Camfield
ccamfiel@undergrad.math.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jan 94 22:18:42 GMT
From: dbanks@po.eecs.berkeley.edu (Banks_Douglas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn: Alliteration

Re this whole discussion on the ups and downs of the series, I must
say there are a few things I appreciated about the series:

1. Good characterization.  I especially liked the development of Binibak
and Tiamak - they stand out as very "real" somehow.  I know their speech
patterns, their hopes, fears, insecurities, abilities, beliefs, etc..
Frankly, I appreciate the characters in MST more that many of Jordan's - he
seems to turn every woman into a gripy, bossy control-freak and every guy
is all suspicious and complex.  I appreciated more diversity and variety.

2. He wasn't afraid to kill people.  Let me say it again.  HE WASN'T AFRAID
TO KILL PEOPLE.  I have read a few fantasy series and every one has the GI
Joe-esque quality that amid 1000+ pages of swords, monsters, ultimate-evil
magic-wielding baddies, no major characters get killed, or if they do it's
in some poetic, huge way.  I really liked the way he'd just kill people off
at random - characters that you'd gotten to know, characters that you
really cared about.  It's a LOT more realistic, and gives him much better
shot at really grabbing the audience's attention.  In the third book, when
Ing. got rolled on by his horse, I thought for sure he was dead - having
killed off so many others, there was no reason why he shouldn't be.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jan 94 15:01:04 GMT
From: jp6v+@andrew.cmu.edu (Justus J Pendleton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Memory, Sorrow & Thorn

dbanks@po.EECS.Berkeley.EDU (Banks_Douglas) writes:
>1. Good characterization.  I especially liked the development of Binibak
>and Tiamak - they stand out as very "real" somehow.  I know their speech
>patterns, their hopes, fears, insecurities, abilities, beliefs, etc..
>Frankly, I appreciate the characters in MST more that many of Jordan's -
>he seems to turn every woman into a gripy, bossy control-freak and every
>guy is all suspicious and complex.  I appreciated more diversity and
>variety.

Oh my god!  Not complex!  Ooooh, I hate complex characters.  There are so
horrid.  Not nearly as neat and tidy as cardboard cutouts.  Off the top of
my head I can think of many counterexamples to the stereotypes you claim
Jordan employs...and equally quickly I can think of stereotypes that
Williams uses.

>2. He wasn't afraid to kill people.  Let me say it again.  HE WASN'T
>AFRAID TO KILL PEOPLE.  I have read a few fantasy series and every one has
>the GI Joe-esque

Not afraid to kill characters?  How do you explain Josua's little miracle?
That certainly left a sour taste in my mouth.  The only characters Williams
kills off are inconsequential ones.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 20:40:01 GMT
From: daustin@uuneo.neosoft.com (Dan Austin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Wingrove's 'Chung Kuo' novels

   I just finished reading the 4th of Wingrove's 'Chung Kuo' books, 'The
Stone Within'. I have enjoyed this series and wondered if any of you
net-folk had read them and had opinions. While I don't find Wingrove's City
Earth all that believable, if you grant its initial premise, the rest flows
nicely. This is one of the few long series where it appears that the whole
thing was plotted out completely before it was begun, so it doesn't seem
contrived and worn by the time you get 1/2 way through it. The characters
are interesting, the intricate plot is cunning. In short I like the books.
I haven't seen any discussion of them here and so I wondered if they were
literata non grata or what.

daustin@sugar.neosoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 18:33:08 GMT
From: mksmith@metronet.com (Michael Kalen Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Wingrove's 'Chung Kuo' novels

Several friends whose taste in sf I usually share have been
enthusiastically recommending the 'Chung Kuo' novels to me for more than a
year. I've attempted the first volume at least three times but, I just
can't wade more than 50 or so pages into it. There's something about the
style that's uncomfortably stilted...

I guess I'll have to try it one more time at least!

Michael Kalen Smith
Dallas, Texas
mksmith@metronet.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 21:48:45 GMT
From: hayenga@maroon.tc.umn.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Wingrove's 'Chung Kuo' novels

I have indeed read them. I must confess that I only heard about them as a
reference to novels about Go, or Wei Qi, Go is the Japanese name for the
game.  I'm a Go player and someone on rec.games.go recommmended them, since
science fiction and fantasy are my preferred reading material I hunted them
up.  They are definitely complex and interesting, though the premise of
completely rewriting history since Roman times and eradicating the Japanese
and all Africans from the face of the Earth a bit farfetched.  The study of
what is good and evil is very interesting. There is no good side, both the
government and the terrorists are not very nice people, though some of both
think they are, and the comparison between the ones who think they're doing
right and ones who are doing the same things but aren't even pretending to
be doing it for anything but power is well done.  The only 'good guys' in
the books are all minor players, Karr, Kim Ward, Jelka Tolonen.  The main
question that remains after _The Stone Within_ is will they truly have any
effect, or will they be overwhelmed or subverted like so many others before
them.

I recommend them and look forward to the fifth book, which I hear has just
come out in hardcover in the U.K.

Gary Hayenga

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 22:37:33 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Wingrove's 'Chung Kuo' novels

I don't know about "literata non grata," but there were some comments a
while back re: a couple of very nasty sex scenes that were... less than
flattering about the books (the phrase "pornographic trash" sticks in my
mind...), but then that damn "Covenant, rapist" thread has resurfaced so we
know we have some finite non-zero number of net.prudes out there...

I've read the books, and I'll agree with you as to the impressively complex
plotting. Also, I thought it was pretty well done in that both sides of the
struggle are made up of complete SOB's (the usual sf tendency being to have
the "good guys" be nice and lovable while the "bad guys" are vile).

But there's something in Wingrove's writing that drags- it makes the story
go more slowly than it needs to, or at least seem to go slow. Part of this
is that the story itself is kind of idea-driven- lots of pages of
characters expounding upon various philosophies. But it seems to me that
there's something else there too, that I can't really define.

I thought they were good, though, but not good enough to buy in HC or TP,
thus I'm still waiting for a cheap copy of The Stone Within...

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 20:23:49 GMT
From: buri@probe2.phys.ualberta.ca (Michael Burianyk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ukrainian and Non-Russian Soviet SF

I have a particular interest in Science Fiction written by Ukrainian
writers.  Does anyone know anything about this, or about SF written by
other non-Russian Soviet writers?

I have a list of some work on Ukrainian SF written by Walter Smyrniw,
Professor in the Department of Modern Languages, McMaster University:

Works ABOUT Ukrainian Science Ficition (all written by Walter Smyrniw):

"Oles Berdnyk's Vexatious Science Fiction."  _Languages and Literatures of
the Non-Russian Peoples of the Soviet Union_.  Edited by George Thomas.
Papers and Proceedings of the Tenth Annual Conference Organized by the
Interdepartmental Committee on Communist and East European Affairs at
McMaster University. Hamilton: McMaster University, 1977, pp. 295-317.

"The Theme of Man-godhood in Oles Berdnyk's Science Fiction."  _Journal of
Ukrainian Studies_, VI (1981), pp. 3-19.

"Oles Berdnyk's Science Fiction," in Oles Berdnyk, _Apostle of
Immortality_.  (Toronto, Chicago and Melbourne, 1984), pp. 7-11.

"Predictions and Prognoses in Vynnycenko's _Sonjasna Masyna_."  _The Annals
of the Ukrainian Academy of Arts and Sciences in the U.S._, XVI (1984-85),
pp. 327-340.

"Science Fiction."  _Encyclopedia of Ukraine_, IV (Toronto, 1993), pp.
557-58.


And two collections of SF translated in English:

Berdnyk, Oles. _Apostle of Immortality_. Translated by Yuri Tkach.
Melbourne, 1984.

Rosokhovats'kyi, Ihor.  _And Man Created Syhom, plus other sci-fi stories_.
Kyiv: Dnipro Publ., 1990.

Has anyone read other Ukrainian or non-Russian Soviet SF?
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Date: 10 Feb 94 15:11:00 GMT
From: 0003621563@mcimail.com (Variety Boston)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BABYLON 5 - "Born to the Purple"

There be some spoilers ahead.

With this episode the show starts fulfilling its potential.  There's still
plot threads to be spun and characters to be developed, but this was an
episode where the show has finally begun to deliver on the many promises
made.

The plot was somewhat conventional, but it came to life through the
understanding it brought not only of Londo, but also of what life in the
Centauri Republic is like.  The similarities to the declining Roman Empire
and to the current state of the Royal Family in the UK, were both pointed
and poignant.  It would be interesting to know if Londo, like many cynics,
was an idealist in his youth.

The humor was also welcome, especially the line about "Don't give away the
home world."  The posturing by G'kar about refusing to negotiate with an
underling seems petty until one remembers the amount of time wasted during
the Paris peace talks debating the *shape* of the table.

Two quibbles: First, it was nice to see the multiple storylines, but if
they are really considering "Hill St. Blues" as a model they ought to start
carrying some of them over several episodes.  Garibaldi's tracking down the
unauthorized communications could have been easily carried over to a second
episode.  Instead, it simply seemed tacked on here.

Second, the way the bad guy was tricked into revealing the whereabouts of
Adira was clever but, why would Sinclair deliberately trick G'kar into
playing the stooge?  If the Narn are "famous for their gratitude," one
would think they'd be equally famous for holding a grudge.  This was a
needless provocation that could have been resolved by Sinclair expressing
gratitude for his invaluable help.  Instead, he just joined in the laughter
at his expense.

I'll be sticking with B5 because I think it has a lot to offer and the room
to do even more.  Those who go to the extremes of writing it off already or
proclaiming that it has already achieved perfection, do the show a
disservice.

Dan Kimmel
variety@mcimail.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 14:50:14 GMT
From: IO21173@maine.maine.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Born to be Purple" Impressions

I had been concerned about the apparent lack of (effective) humor in
BABYLON 5's first two episodes, and I would have lost interest in the show
if I couldn't have a good laugh now and again.  The third episode laid my
fears to rest.  There are two moments, one in the teaser and one near the
end, that struck me has hilarious.  I don't want to give too much away to
those who haven't seen it, but I will say that two ambassadors are at the
center of both sequences :-) :-) :-)

Mike Gallagher

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 17:00:47 GMT
From: eaustin@ll.mit.edu (Eric J. Austin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Musings from My Garden. Born to the Purple SPOILERS

Having just watched "Born to the Purple", I kick off my shoes and wander
out into my rock garden for a little swimming and contemplative thought on
things great and small.  

SPOILERS:

First, I like the name of this episode. I complained once before about the
episode names used in ST:TNG as too boring and too literal ("The Defector"
is a good example) while I liked a lot of the names from ST:TOS ("The
Conscience of the King" for example). MOTFL was a nice name but I had no
firm idea how it applied after watching the episode until JMS posted the
Harry Chapin lyric that he had based it on. "Soul Hunter" was too literally
descriptive for my taste.  BTTP is a good name. It brings forth images of
royalty and nobility that fit the Centauri social order as well as having a
direct tie in as the name of the file stolen from Londo.

G'Kar and Londo were negotiating a treaty regarding the Euphrates sector.
Hmm. I thought the name of the planet B5 is orbiting around was Euphrates
and the moon was Tigris. Since I am sure they were not negotiating for
control of the area around B5, I guess Euphrates is not the name of B5's
planet. Too bad, I thought that was a pretty good name for it.

It sounded to me like Londo told G'Kar to kiss a Jovian Treeworm. That
sounds unlikely so did anyone else hear it more clearly than I?

I still think Vir should be in the airlock with Ko'Dath when the time
comes.

It seems rather improbable to me that the owner/manager of the club where
Adira danced would not recognize Sinclair or Londo. You might make a case
that Sinclair never interacts with the civilian population so he is not
well known, but Londo is a bit more recognizable and he has been a regular
at the club recently to watch Adira. How many Centauri ambassabors do they
get there? And none of the dancers seemed to recognized either of them
either. Not impossible, it just strikes me as a little unlikely.

I complained about the coincidences in MOTFL, but having Ivanova call home
just as her father comes out of a coma and then dies, well, that's much too
much and completely unnecessary too. She called just after Na'grath's men
fired on Sinclair and Londo and Ivanova reported this to Garibaldi
expecting him to go and check on it. In other words, the timing was based
on the fight with Na'grath's men, not on anything under the control of
Ivanova. I think it would have been much better to have her call when she
did, but have the doctor say her father had died but he recorded a message
for her. She could have then watched the same message from her father, and
even talked back to it or to herself as she watched it. This would have
conveyed all the same information and emotion without having to have this
incredible coincidence.

Interesting that the Centauri republic allows slavery. Adira was described
as a slave, though we never really learned what this entailed. Did she have
any rights as a slave or was she the legal equivalent of property.  An even
better question is, does the EA permit slavery? You could not bring a slave
into the US now and have the government recognize your ownership. And the
US will also not enforce personal performance contracts.  (That is, you
cannot legally contract to act as a slave and be forced to perform in that
role. You can be sued for monetary compensation, but you cannot be forced
to perform. There are all sorts of legal issues here, but in general,
indentured servitude is not legal.) Since B5 is covered by EA regulations,
do they recognize slavery for other races while outlawing it for members of
the EA (I am presuming slavery is not legal in the EA).  It would seem to
me that as soon as Adira came to B5 there would be no way Trakis could
enforce his ownership over her. She could earn her own money and then go to
a world where slavery was illegal. Perhaps Trakis had some other hold over
her although we are led to believe at the end that Trakis renouncing his
legal claim was sufficient to free her.  Perhaps it is just that she could
never go to a Centauri world as a free person and that was enough to keep
her with Trakis even on B5.  Or maybe the EA does allow slavery for other
races. I would like to think this is not true, but I am not sure.

Also, Trakis was clearly not Centauri. I am a little surprised that the
Centauri would allow other races to own Centauri slaves. Perhaps this is
just another indication of the decline of the Centauri.

I thought G'Kar's reaction to Ko'Dath coming into the bar was played a bit
too much for laughs. Why was he so shocked to see her? He acted like he had
been caught doing something terribly embarassing. G'Kar stikes me as having
very good self control. To spray out his drink all over was too much unless
there was a lot more history behind the G'Kar/Ko'Dath relationship than we
were given any indication of then or later.

At one point Londo swears by the Great Maker. Is this a reference to JMS?
:)

Some people have questioned the existence of a newspaper. This seems
perfectly OK to me. Paper is not going to go away just because there are
computer screens all over the place. For one thing, the computers are there
to perform some function and they are probably displaying information
relevant to that function. Also, you cannot carry around a display with you
like you can a newspaper.

I see that the Dodgers still stink. Talk about continuity. :)

I have no problem with the mind probe used on Londo. He was drugged
unconscious and I can imagine that the probe stimulated the brain
sufficiently to allow him to respond without really having conscious
control. There are drugs now that can be used to do this. There was no
attempt to explain how it worked but it was the kind of technology that can
easily be accepted without question (unlike the soul stealing machine last
week).

It seemed to me that Sinclair and Londo waited a bit too long after the bad
guys started pulling their weapons before running. They waited just long
enough for Sinclair to deliver his stunning observation that these were not
friends of Londo. I think this would have worked better had they run for
cover and then Sinclair gave his line. Is this too picky? Well, it stood
out to me since they were about to get shot but they did not react right
away. They waited for Sinclair's line. No, I do not think this is too
picky.

I am surprised that there is nothing in Londo's quarters that automatically
scans for bugs. If Trakis was able to bug Londo then certainly G'Kar would
be able to. All of the ambassadors must have ways of checking for bugs
(especially Kosh) and screens top prevent spying. I would think these would
be automatic to prevent exactly the kind of thing that Trakis did.  If the
US and Soviet ambassadors (from a few years ago) were on a space station
could you imagine them not doing all sorts of things to maintain security?
Or perhaps it is just that Londo and the Centauri don't really care.
Certainly Vir makes a good case for this.

I liked the "Don't give away the home world" lines by Londo and G'Kar.  It
was funny both times for me.

Garibaldi mentioned something about EO (I think) when he first told Ivanova
about the illegal transmissions. Did I hear this right? We heard what ICE
was, though I can't remember at the moment, but I don't think we heard what
EO was.

The hints were there, but I did not suspect Ivanova of using the Gold
channel until just as Garibaldi sent the security officers to check on the
weapons fire and he stayed in place himself. I am obviously not thinking
deviously enough. I will have to work on it.

The banter between Ivanova abd Garibaldi was much better this time. This
time I could tell that it was friendly rather than threatening. JMS
suggested that my previous reaction in taking her statements to break off
Garibaldi's hands as threats was because she was a woman taking a strong
position. I disagree. I think it was in the delivery, and here there was
just enough of a light tone to tell me that this was friendly banter rather
than sullen hostility.

What is this lightning weapon of Trakis that shocks people and then stays
with them as they fall away? What could continue to produce arcs after they
broke contact? This kind of thing looks neat but it really pushes on my
willing suspension of disbelief. If there is no real reason to continue the
arcing after Trakis pushed the guy away (other than looking neat) then I
say don't do it. What is the point? I think the effect when Trakis touched
him was sufficient. Then just push him away and have him fall unconscious.
That gets the point across. Special visual effect are not always the
answer.

Well, we now have the set up for "Mind War" with Winters stretching the Psi
Code of ethics a little too much. Given how easy it was for her to get this
information from Trakis with just a simple suggestion not to think about it
(I think this was clever) it is no wonder to me that there are strict rules
that are taken very seriously. All of you reading this pay attention and do
not be distracted by thoughts of how you fudged the numbers on your last
income tax return... Thank you. You will be hearing from the IRS shortly.
:)

Eric J. Austin    
eaustin@ll.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 21:38:49 GMT
From: jeana@cbnewse.cb.att.com (jean)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 -- PURPLE -- Review -- Spoilers

OK, I've been following the show for some time, looking forward to it ever
since I interviewed Katsulas in July '93, as a matter of fact.

Saw "Purple" last night."  Oh dear, oh my, damn!

This was not the show I thought would do it, but, I think that regardless
of my previous bias I think I'm "hooked."

Not that I really wanted to *be* hooked again, but it seems to be
happening.

SPOILERS follow!!!

What "hooked" me (and it just snuck up and went "whunk") was the last scene
between Ivanova and her father.  Now any show that can do that to me, that
can make me suddenly *identify* with a character, And I was not *expecting*
this.  I had had no particular liking or interest in her character until
that scene.  And I really liked the ending and Garibaldi's handling of his
discovery.  Good job!

Other pluses: I am beginning to like Sinclair. I'm beginning to think that
in the "story" I wrote (back before such things were kiboshed on the Net)
where I speculated that he *really* didn't like being the
commander/ambassador/diplomat but wanted to be the fighter/combat pilot,
was right on the money!  And Garibaldi does have a problem with him!  He
probably hasn't been trained for a lot of what he's having to do, and I can
almost picture him trying to bone up (on his own) with books on "Being a
good Diplomat" and "Managing Several Hundred People, a Large "City", Scum,
Vermin and Alien Diplomats."  Hopefully we'll be seeing some more of this!

I felt myself writing "scenes I didn't see" mentally, anyway. I would have
loved to have seen just *how* G'Kar got his hands (paws??) on the video
game.  Or if Sinclair possibly dithered a bit about taking Talia "out."
*Especially* to such a classy restaurant, since he's new (I think) at this
management game, I could just picture him checking his version of "Sexual
Harassment in the Workplace" but, since she's not "his" employee, it would
be OK.  (After all, she's new and he would probably not want her to (ahem)
mistake his intentions.)  I know, some of you may be thinking "that's
silly," but I think someone coming from a fighter-pilot environment into
his current job might just feel a little uncertain about such things.  And
no, I certainly didn't need to see anything like that in the show (probably
as a telepath, he'd know that she'd know what he was intending, anyway),
but it was a moment of *wondering* and I haven't had that about a show for
a long time!

Some niggly minuses:
I would have liked to have seen something other than the standard "two" in
(name? - Idela??)'s costume.

And the standards for mercenaries must be really low if those two guys
couldn't even nick Londo or Sinclair in the corridor!

Looking forward to more.

Jean Airey
hrcce!jean

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 21:25:36 GMT
From: rjc@gnu.ai.mit.edu (Ray)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Criticisms and Perspective

ccarlson@paf writes:
>Kyle Haight mentions some criticisms of B5, e.g. wooden acting and
>accents, that I agree with, but am a bit less forgiving on.  The "alien
>accents" dont't sound the least bit alien; they sound like silly, 5-cent
>imitations of Eastern European accents.  (Never thought I'd hear my Polish
>Grandmother's accent on a sci fi show, much less one so badly overdone on
>the v's.)  A believable alien accent is

  That would be a quite an insult to Mira Furlan (Delenn) who _IS_ a
Yugoslavian actress. (e.g. Mira Furlan really does talk like that) I like
foreign accents. If there's anything I hate worse, it's attempts at a
pseudo-American accent by European actors. Doctor Who's "Tomb of The
Cybermen" had two really bad attempts at Southern American.  On TNG,
Stewart and Sirtis are less annoying, but Sirtis was pretty bad in season
1. (I do get annoyed at Stewart's "shed-yule" instead of "sked-yule"
though. In "Future Imperfect" a rather curious thing happened. In the
promos, Riker is seen saying "Let us end this sher-ROD" but in the actual
episode he said "Let us end this sher-RAID")

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Television - Babylon 5 (8 msgs) & SeaQuest (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 19:53:58 GMT
From: gwangung@u.washington.edu (just another theatre geek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5

Variety Boston <0003621563@mcimail.COM> wrote:
>There be some spoilers ahead.
>
>With this episode the show starts fulfilling its potential.  There's still
>plot threads to be spun and characters to be developed, but this was an
>episode where the show has finally begun to deliver on the many promises
>made.

   Really? I thought it a step downward from SOUL HUNTER.

>The plot was somewhat conventional,

   Like MIDNIGHT and THE GATHERING (and unlinke SOUL HUNTER), BORN TO THE
PURPLE was not a particularly science fictionish story. It could have been
transplanted whole from a contemporary series.

>but it came to life through the understanding it brought not only of
>Londo, but also of what life in the Centauri Republic is like.

   While these looks gave some badly needed spice, I don't think they were
enough. Nor did I think some of them were particularly well done. Consider
the scene where Londo talks about the stock Centauris put into appearances
- - it was mostly Londo explaining this aspect of Centauri culture, where it
would have been more effective to have his paramour protest about his
flouting appearances (as well as have his aide indicate this as well) and
Londo saying "I don't care." More succinct and less talking heads.

   Also, it was very unclear until well into the show that Londo was
feeling something more than hot hormones for his honey. I think this would
have been more effective if this affection had been built up over several
episodes a la Bochco. As it is, it is far too reminiscent of standard TV's
introduce-and-exit-the-love-interest-in-one-episode syndrome.

>give away the home world."  The posturing by G'kar about refusing to
>negotiate with an underling seems petty until one remembers the amount of
>time wasted during the Paris peace talks debating the *shape* of the
>table.

   Hm? In the diplomatic world, it's a calculated insult to do this.  At
state funerals, you see either the President or Vice President in
attendance. I thought it was a first class blunder for Londo to do so and
for Sinclair and Talia not to recognize it as a blunder/insult.

>I'll be sticking with B5 because I think it has a lot to offer and the
>room to do even more.  Those who go to the extremes of writing it off
>already or proclaiming that it has already achieved perfection, do
>the show a disservice.

   Certainly true, but these types of writing blunders do not help the
show.

Roger Tang
gwangung@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 05:42:10 GMT
From: kludge@u.washington.edu (Somebody)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 -- PURPLE -- Review -- Spoilers

jeana@cbnewse.cb.att.com (jean) writes:
>SPOILERS follow!!!
>
>And the standards for mercenaries must be really low if those two guys
>couldn't even nick Londo or Sinclair in the corridor!

Maybe they were trying to scare them and keep them busy, not kill them?
N'Grath has got to know that Garibaldi would pull out his limbs one by one,
poke holes in his eyes, and kick him out an airlock if he found Sinclair
and Londo dead and could figure out who did it.  Hiding something that big
would be rather difficult, especially with telepaths around.

BTW, looking closely at the back of N'Grath's head, I could see the joint -
and the neck could have been more flexible.  N'Grath could use a little
touch up work.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 06:58:57 GMT
From: alf@crl.com (Anthony Farmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Billy Mumy

So, in Babylon-5, just what the heck character does Mumy play?  Is he 
the security guy?  I thought that was someone else...

Also, someone PLEASE get the station commander some laxative.

Lastly, I think B-5 is excellent T.V. and great S.F.  HOWEVER, none of
my StarTrek-bigot friends at work seem to care much for it.  They say
"oooh, the special effects are lame", and "it was SO awful - what's the
point?  Can you say SPACE RANGERS?"

To compare B-5 and space rangers is a travesty indeed, and I don't really
think the effects on B-5 are bad at all.  Fine, they're not Lucas graphics,
but why should they have to be?  You don't need a huge budget for great
S.F.  And, hey, what about the lame-ass sets on Star Trek TNG?  And
remember how lame the first couple of seasons of TNG were?

Maybe the reason I like B-5 is because it's intelligent and I know there's
more going on in the background than just "episode du jour".  Kind of like
Blake's 7 and Doctor Who.  Woops!  There I go again.  Liking shows that
don't depend on special effects to get them through...

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 03:20:32 GMT
From: dss2k@poe.acc.virginia.edu (David S. Strauss)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Which character is Billy Mumy?

belas@mbimail.umd.edu  writes:
> I noticed that Billy Mumy (the same who played the kid in Lost in
> Space???) is playing the character Lennier on Bab5.  I can't recall
> seeing this character.  Which one is he?

Bill Mumy first appears as Lennier in "The Parliament of Dreams," airing in
about 2 weeks.

David Strauss
dss2k@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 20:12:43 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Latest Scheduling Info from Straczynski

Here's a couple of posts from GEnie on the upcoming scheduling for Babylon
5.  Following the posts is the tentative schedule for the next couple of
months based on Joe's posts, which is still subject to change.  For those
thinking that production delays are involved, all of these episodes have
probably been completed for at least a month, if not more.  This also means
that the season finale will likely air in November, a YEAR after it was
filmed.

Category 18,  Topic 1
Message 752       Thu Feb 10, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 03:32 EST

   Here's the tentative schedule for episodes past "Mind War," which
 airs in three weeks:

      March 9 -  "The War Prayer," by D.C. Fontana
        "   16 - "And the Sky Full of Stars," by jms
        "   23 - "Deathwalker," by Larry DiTillio
        "   30 - "Believers," by DAvid Gerrold
      April 6  - "Survivors," by Marc Scott Zicree

   At first it looked like there was going to be a batch of reruns
 after "Mind War," but PTEN is so happy with the ratings that they do NOT
 want to interfere with the momentum.  Which makes me very happy as well.

    jms

Category 18,  Topic 1
Message 765       Fri Feb 11, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 00:14 EST

   Well, open mouth, insert foot....as I said, it had been *tentatively*
decided to fully revise the schedule, for the reasons given.  Then someone
remembered the November sweeps.  If we do all new episodes through as
planned, we'd have *nothing* for the November sweeps, we'd be done.  So we
had to adjust a bit, so there will be 2 or 3 more after "Mind War" that're
new, culminating in "Sky," then 3-4 reruns, then picking up again.  Sweeps
are *very* important for the stations, and since the show is doing well,
they don't want to waste episodes in non-sweeps periods.

   Meanwhile, it occurred to me the other day that I've finished the last
script I'm going to write for this season of B5.  Seems like we just got
started, and now I ain't got no more scripts to write for a while, until
PTEN decides whether or not to pick us up.  It's weird; kind of like coming
home one day to find your car is no longer in your garage.
   
   jms

The current episode listing:

     2/ 9/94   (#104)  Born To The Purple
     2/16/94   (#101)  Infection
     2/23/94   (#108)  The Parliament Of Dreams
     3/ 2/94   (#110)  Mind War
     3/ 9/94   (#107)  The War Prayer
     3/16/94   (#106)  And The Sky Full Of Stars

Likely tentative schedule:
     3/23/94   (#103R) Midnight on the Firing Line
     3/30/94   (#102R) The Soul Hunter     
     4/ 6/94   (#104R) Born To The Purple
     4/13/94   (#101R) Infection
     4/20/94   (#113)  Deathwalker
     4/27/94   (#105)  Believers
     5/ 4/94   (#111)  Survivors

  Dates reflect the preferred Wednesday night airing of the shows.

  Arne - SFRT2

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 17:47:57 GMT
From: eglover@pinyon.libre.com (Eugene Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5

gwangung@u.washington.edu wrote:
>Like MIDNIGHT and THE GATHERING (and unlinke SOUL HUNTER), BORN TO THE
>PURPLE was not a particularly science fictionish story. It could have been
>transplanted whole from a contemporary series.

What?!  Someone noticed that these are still contemporary stories
transplanted to a space station??  Better throw in some more SFX to prove
these are hard hitting SF stories...

After 7 tedious years of ST:TNG playing ham-fisted mundane stories set to
technobabble, I thought the whole world's brains had been shut down to this
sort of thing.

Part of the hype to Babylon 5 proclaimed that it would be something better,
something different... so far, I'm pleased to see a different universe that
isn't so namby-pamby and pie-in-the-sky but, it still suffers from a lack
of SF type stories.

I'll go you one further, Soul Hunter could have been plopped into a
contemporary Tales From The Darkside episode, since the aspect of "what the
soul was" was so grossly underplayed.  It was just a boogeyman story, with
the parents not believing their childrens' fears.

All the potential is still here for B5 to be that "landmark SF series" that
will finally break the barrier, but...

Eugene Glover
Phoenix, Arizona, USA
eglover@libre.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 03:27:38 GMT
From: something@something (Atester)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: MOTFL....late comments

I watched Midnight on the Firing Line a bit ago, and have been unable to
post about it since then. I found the episode intriguing, and I agree with
most of the posts I've read on it so far. However, I have some small
questions about the show.

There were two lines that had me ROTFL, and I'd like to know if anyone else
was affected this way. I was watching B5 in a common room and the whole
crowd erupted. One time was when the Centauri amnbassador was coming to
confront the reptilian ambassador about the attack.  Immediately, the
"reptile" (I'm sorry, I still don't have names down) offered , "Try the
spoo, it's fresh." I don't know quite what made the crowd erupt, but we
found this hilarious.

Secondly, there was the scene where the "reptile" was with Commander
Sinclair in the "garden." The tone of the conversation had become
strikingly hostile, and you could really feel the tension. Then Commander
Sinclair said, "You *want* me." Now, in the dialog, it made sense, but when
he said it, something was wrong with his intonation and it reeeeealy
sounded bad. Like he was talking about... I don't know... Did anyone else
notice this?

I was just curious if anyone else found these scenes, or other scenes,
especially humorous.

I enjoy B5 and hope it stays around for a long while. I also hope it gets
ironed out as soon as possible.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 15:10:43 GMT
From: bhattis@tardis.pictel.com (Satish Bhatti)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5 Soul Hunter Episode

After reading all the negative comments on the "Soul Hunter" episode, I can
only come to one conclusion: There's an awful lot of people out there with
very limited imaginations.  Anything that doesn't fit into their cozy world
view is obviously garbage.  However the ratings indicate that the show is
gaining in popularity.  I guess that means the silent majority actually
appreciates the show.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 02:47:00 GMT
From: jbrandy@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 2/6 - Krieg and Food

David A. Markham <David.A.Markham@dartmouth.edu> writes:
>  Hi...I have to say my favorite part of the whole episode was when Krieg,
> Ortiz, Ford, and(I can't remember his name) where in the lunch room and
> Krieg was ranting and raving about the fake food. I was laughing sooo
> hard.  "This is the perfect orange..." I could watch that scene over and
> over.  And each product was just as funny, he ranted about the oranges,
> the eggs, and the meat. That was one of the best parts of the whole
> episode.
 
I thought this was a particularly funny part. Did you think Bridger would
eat the hamburger at the end? Very funny.
 
With the relationships, I really liked the development, although I thought
it was some jump between the last episode and this one. However, I'm really
glad that SeaQuest doesn't suffer the Star Trek: Come close but no cigar
syndrome when it comes to relationships.
 
Overall, I really liked this episode.
 
Brandy

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 14:01:46 GMT
From: drh4@po.cwru.edu (Dawn R. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest: Whale song

   I was a little confused about how the general could order Bridger around
like that, then on watching it again, he does't order him. He threatens him
with making life difficult for the officers under Bridger's command as well
as Bridger himself. He also in his threat makes a comment about those
officers having a career in HIS navy? Maybe he's Chief of the military or
something ( I can't remember what the title is now - it's been awhile since
all the news broadcasts on Desert Storm and I'm not a news person to begin
with). But do the UEO officers have an obligation to the US navy of some
sort? None of it is really explained clearly in any episode.
   I haven't dwelled too much though, since the episode was so good even
with the inconsistencies in the military end (including Ford's juggling the
letter of resignation). I enjoyed the character interactions far too much.
Especially between Lucas and Bridger - that was my favorite part of the
episode! It would be interesting to see how Bridger would react to Lucas'
parents given his feelings for Lucas.

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 15:04:34 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest: Whale song

drh4@po.CWRU.Edu (Dawn R. Humphrey) writes:
>I was alittle confused about how the general could order Bridger around
>like that, then on watching it again, he does't order him. He threatens
>him with making life difficult for the officers under Bridger's command as
>well as Bridger himself. He also in his threat makes a comment about those
>officers having a career in HIS navy?

That is a good observation.  I had forgotten about that when writing my
earlier post.  Unfortunately, it seems to make things less clear than ever
(at least for me).  It seems that there must definitely be a relationship
between the UEO and the USN.  Perhaps it is similar to the modern-day UN?
The seaQuest's military crew are USN personnel, currently on loan to the
UEO, as is the seaQuest itself.  While on loan, they take orders from the
UEO, but they are still USN personnel.

It seems somewhat contradictory for the general to say he can't actually
order them to do what he wants, but at the same time say he's going to make
life difficult in 'his' Navy.  If the crew is Navy personnel, why can't he
give them the order?  Unless that is also part of the agreement with the
UEO.  Also, why would a general refer to it as 'his' Navy?  Even if he was
Chairman of the JCS (see below), it seems unlikely he would refer to
another branch of the service as 'his'.

>Maybe he's Chief of the military or something ( I can't remember what the
>title is now - it's been awhile since all the news broadcasts on Desert
>Storm and I'm not a news person to begin with).

Do you mean the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff?  That is what I
suggested in an earlier posting, particularly since he seems to be first
among equals of the officers present.  They are also portrayed as being
particularly privileged, as compared to the rest of the military (and
indeed the rest of the world), at least as regards their eating habits.
Maybe we are to assume that everyone at the Pentagon gets that special
treatment, but I think it more likely that it is reserved for those at the
top.

>But do the UEO officers have an obligation to the US navy of some sort?
>None of it is really explained clearly in any episode.

No, it isn't.  Noyce says that UEO was "given" the seaQuest, but does that
mean it was given outright, or that it was on loan?  My guess is that
whichever applies to the seaQuest applies to its crew as well.  In "Better
Than Martians", the President makes statements that imply that even though
the UEO may have seaQuest, it still belongs to the US.

I wish it would get cleared up one way or the other, but maybe they are
keeping the relationship deliberately vague to give them more flexibility.

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org
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Today's Topics:

      Television - SeaQuest & Star Trek (2 msgs) & X-Files (2 msgs) &
                   Time Trax & Brisco County, Jr. (3 msgs) & 
                   Highlander (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 20:21:09 GMT
From: sallylb@netcom.com (Sally Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SQ:DSV seaQuest Upcoming Feb. episodes (incl. Bill Shatner's)

From beautiful downtown mostly-in-one-piece Burbank, here's the upcoming
episode info for "seaQuest DSV", which only lost 3 production days to the
quake.

2/20 Stinger
2/27 Hide and Seek
3/6 Treasures of the Tonga Trench (rerun)
3/13 Treasures of the Mind (rerun)

"The Stinger" - Lucas (Jonathan Brandis) is knocked unconscious during a
test run of the Stinger - a one-person high speed submersible designed by
himself and Lt. Commander Hitchcock (Stacy Haiduk), when a competitor blows
the vessel out of the water in hopes of destroying the seaQuest's chances
in a UEO competition. When chances for competing in the time trials look
slim, Bridger (Roy Scheider) urges his team to work double time to get back
in the race. Stephanie Beacham, Don Franklin, Royce D. Applegate, John
D'Aquino, Ted Raimi and Marco Sanchez also start. Richard Herd ("T.J.
Hooker"), Dennis Lipscomb ("Wiseguy") and Denis Arndt (NBC's "Cruel Doubt")
guest star.

	WILLIAM SHATNER GUEST-STARS ON 'seaQUEST DSV' ON NBC
			NBC-New York 1/17/94

William Shatner, who starred as Captain James T. Kirk on the television
series "Star Trek", and in its feature-film spinoffs, goes underwater to do
battle with "seaQuest DSV" Captain Nathan Bridger (two-time Oscar nominee
Roy Scheider, "All That Jazz") when Shatner guest-stars in "Hide and Seek",
an episode of the NBC adventure series to be telecast Sunday, Feb. 27 (8-9
PM ET).

Shatner guest-stars as Milos Tezlof, a flamboyant exiled dictator who takes
scientists Kristen Westphalen (Stephanie Beacham) and Malcolm Lansdowne
(guest star Robert Engels) hostage to gain entrance to the seaQuest in
hopes of using the ship's technology to rehabilitate his autistic son. As
Tezlof's enemies surround the seaQuest, Bridger is forced to devise a plan
to get the wanted criminal off the ship while saving the life of the
autistic son.

Jonathan Brandis ("Sidekicks"), Stacy Haiduk ("The Round Table"), Don
Franklin ("The Young Riders"), Royce D. Applegate ("Gettysburg"), John
D'Aquino, Marco Sanchez, and Ted Raimi also star.

This season, "seaQuest DSV" (Sundays, 8-9 PM ET) is the top-rated series
(opposite regularly-scheduled programs) in the 8-9 PM Sunday time period
among the important demographic group of adults 18-49 years of age. In the
past two weeks, the series has enjoyed a surge in the ratings, earning its
best ratings since September 1993.

Shatner shot to fame on the series "Star Trek" wihch was broadcast on NBC
from September 1966 to September 1969. He later reprised the role of
Captain Kirk in six feature films based on the series. Since this, he has
starred in numerous television movies, series and feature films, including
the series "T.J. Hooker". He is currently the host of the reality series
"Rescue 911".

A native of Montreal, Canada, Shatner joined the Stratford Shakespeare
Festival in Ontario, Canada, after being graduated from Montreal's McGill
University. He made his feature-film debut in the 1957 production of "The
Brothers Karamazov", followed by roles in "Judgment at Nuremburg" and "The
Intruder". An author of several books, Shatner recently released "Star Trek
Memories" which chronicles his experiences working on the series. He is
currently the executive producer and director of "TekWar", the first of
four two-hour TV movies based on Shatner's "Tek" series of science fiction
novels.

"seaQuest DSV" is a co-production of Amblin Television and Universal
Television. David J. Burke, Patrick Hasburgh, Robert Engels, and Steven
Spielberg are the executive producers.

Sally Smith
(510)790-0608
sallylb@netcom.com
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Date: 11 Feb 94 17:48:40 GMT
From: Peter_L_Zavon.Wbst843@xerox.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG Prime Directive

rogrif@ca.sandia.gov (Richard O Griffith) took an entirely appropriate
crack (in my opinion) at the handling of the Prime Directive in the episode
where the planet's admosphere was rapidly going away.  The Prime Directive
is there to prevent good intentions making a mess of things as people from
the Federation reflexively try to "make things better."  Over the last many
seasons, we have seen the Enterprise crew violate the Directive anytime it
blocked their desire to "make things better" for others or do the "right
thing" according their their own moral code in a situation governed by an
alien code.  This is the one time there should have been NO issue at all.
The Prime Directive did not apply as the atmospheric destruction was not
the result of the activities of the planets' inhabitants.

However, Richard also said, in passing:

>It was a KLINGON who did the right thing, and saved at least some of them.

That is not correct.  It was Worf's brother, but his adopted brother - the
son of Worf's "Russian" parents.  This is clear if for no other reason
than that in his final scene, the brother sends a message to their parents
through Worf.  Worf's Klingon parents are long dead, but his adoptive human
parents are still living.

Peter Zavon
zavon.wbst843@xerox.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 23:16:13 GMT
From: (JL)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek: Another Season?

greenlee@primate.wisc.EDU (Diane Greenlee) wrote:
> In the March issue of _Science Fiction Age_, there's mention of the
> possibility that the Next Generation could go on for another season.  The
> original quote is as follows:
>    The original plan was to end the show after the seventh season
>    to clear the decks for a potential series of _Next Generation_
>    movies and _Star Trek: Voyager_.  But negotiatins are said to
>    be underway which might result in the renewal of the show for
>    one to two more seasons.
> 
>Does anyone have any more information regarding this?

Doubt it. Many official publications and many of the cast have already
confirmed the rumors of this season being the last and the start of the
movies. Besides it would be too difficult to do the movies and the tv show
at the same time + I don't think most people would be happy to pay money to
see a movie about a show that is still on the air!!!

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 16:36:56 GMT
From: foxnet@delphi.com (Charles Kennedy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: FOX TV thank you for X-FILES comments

I continue to receive hundreds of messages about X-FILES, nearly all of
them favorable. While we are unable to respond to each posting, I just want
to say thanks for the feedback. You will be happy to know that the FOX
executives are now in the habit of asking "What have you heard on the
internet" whenever programming issues arise.
 
I have also received a number of messages regarding FOREVER KNIGHT, a
series that is in syndication. While the FOX national network can't pick up
the series, our local affiliate station can. I have passed on the word to
the stations that a number of internet users would like to see the show on
FOX.
 
I have also been getting a lot of mail on MANTIS, and can only restate that
FOX is looking into what should be done with the show and everyone's
comments have been looked at and added into the mix. We expect to have a
decision in a few weeks, and I will post it at that time.
 
Thanks again.
 
Charles Kennedy
V.P. Program Research at FOX

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 17:46:45 GMT
From: jasonk@cs.mun.ca (Jason A. Kelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: GENDER BENDER

Overall, I thought this particular episode was great. Others may disagree,
primarily because of the ending, but I still count it as one of the best
I've seen yet. BTW, I'd hardly classify the acting ability of David
Duchovny and Gillian Anderson as "wooden".  IMHO, they are fine actors who
help make the show as exciting and entertaining as it is.  I think they're
great! :-)

jasonk@cs.mun.ca

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 20:31:56 GMT
From: lju1@cornell.edu (Laura Uerling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Time Trax: "Borrowing" plots

Will all the recent discussion about ST:TNG using a storyline remarkably
like an Anne Rice story, I was wondering if anyone else noticed a similar
occurrence on the most recent Time Trax.

Except for the science fiction elements, the plot of "To Live and Die in
Docker Flats" was eeriely familiar to anyone who's seen a certain
well-known late-40's or early 50's Spencer Tracy movie.

I'm not really complaining, mind you. It would have been nice if they had
credited the original movie (I looked at the end credits and didn't see it
mentioned) but, if they're going to, ahem, "recycle" old plots, at least
they used a good one! :-)

Laura

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 00:52:32 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A Brisco Convert

A while back on this board I posted a query as to why there were a number
of postings about Fox's ADVENTURES OF BRISCO COUNTY here, since from
descriptions the show seemed to be a humorous Western with no SF element.
I got back a number of replies, on the board and in e-mail, explaining
about the "orbs" and the weird inventions and so forth.  Well, I was
curious enough to watch the last two televised episodes of BRISCO, and
didn't spot any SF elements at all in those two particular episodes.
However, I nonetheless thank those who replied, since, SF or not, the show
is as much pure *fun* as anything I've seen on TV in years (with the
possible exception of LOIS & CLARK).

Ironically, though, it seems that the show *won't* be appropriate for this
board any longer; an item in this week's TV GUIDE reports that the
producers have decided to drop the orbs and the other SF elements in the
show, since they felt the series was trying to do too many different
things.

I plan to keep watching regardless... 

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 13:39:38 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Brisco Convert

There's a reason why you haven't seen any SF on the last two episodes of
Brisco.  The producers announced that they thought they had introduced too
many different elements into the show, and were now going to eliminate the
SF and concentrate on the history and the comedy.  I think it's a good
idea; the SF really didn't seem to mesh, since the SF wasn't the premise,
just something thrown in from the side.

However, the SF may show up one more time - they're planning to eliminate
Ultimate Villain John Bly (played by Billy Drago), who is now trapped
within the Orb, so I expect we'll get the Orb back at some point.  That
should be it for the SF, though.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 18:51:54 GMT
From: pt2c+@andrew.cmu.edu (Paul J Tracy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Brisco Convert

The show that will air on 2-18 is the show where Bly and Brisco will face
off.  You can count on an element of SF, though, because the confrontation
is going to take place in the future (maybe Bly's own time - the 25th?
century).  In case you're wondering, this info comes from an ad in next
week's TV GUIDE.
                 
Paul Tracy
pt2c@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 20:31:41 GMT
From: bfa1225@vax1.mankato.msus.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: More Highlander questions

   I have a few questions about Highlander myself.  
  How exactly does the "Buzz" work, and how accurate is it?  What is mean
is, can it detect only the presence of an Immortal, or can it also tell
what direction he/she is in, or moving?  Also, can it tell *which* Immortal
it is?  And does it go off for each separate Immortal, even if they walk
into the vicinity of another Immortal together?
  One more thing: What exactly is the Quickening? Is it the force that the
immortal receives when he kills another?
  When this happens, does the victor receive his opponent's skills,
knowledge, etc.?
  Unfortunately, I haven't been able to catch the series, so if someone
could answer the questions, that'd be great. Thanks!

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 02:53:41 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: More Highlander questions

bfa1225@vax1.mankato.msus.edu wrote:
>I have a few questions about Highlander myself.  How exactly does the
>"Buzz" work, and how accurate is it?  What is mean is, can it detect only
>the presence of an Immortal, or can it also tell what direction he/she is
>in, or moving?  Also, can it tell *which* Immortal it is?  And does it go
>off for each separate Immortal, even if they walk into the vicinity of
>another Immortal together?
>
>   One more thing: What exactly is the Quickening? Is it the force that
>the immortal receives when he kills another?
>
>   When this happens, does the victor receive his opponent's skills,
>knowledge, etc.?

Well, the answers are slightly different, depending on whether you are
talking about movie canon or series canon.  I'll answer them for the series
canon, since I'm more familiar with it.  Do keep in mind that the producers
(namely Bill Panzer) have stated that the movie and the series occur in
alternate timelines/universes which share some characters and events, but
not all.

In the series, one immortal can sense the presence of another within a
certain distance.  The producers and scripts call this the "Buzz", but the
immortals themselves don't use the term.  The Buzz is very non-specific.
It's not directional, and it will not tell who the immortal is.  I don't
think it's ever been shown whether or not the buzz will tell the number of
immortals present.  In the movie, the buzz was more specific (allowing
Connor and his opponent to find each other at Madison Square Garden) and
also occurred when Connor was still a pre-immortal (before his first death)
which caused many fans to speculate that Connor might have actually had his
first death earlier, unwitnessed.  I don't think this is so; I just think
that this is one of the differences between the movie and the series.  In
the series, pre-immortals are not necessarily detected by immortals, but
there does seem to be some detection under some circumstances.  A
pre-immortal nearing the time of first death will be attracted to
immortals, and an immortal may sense a pre-immortal, but it seems to be
confusing and inconsistent.  At other times, an immortal may be oblivious
to the presence of a pre-immortal.

The Quickening is also defined differently in series and movie canon.  In
the movie, it seems to be more of a general life force, that can be felt
even in animals.  In the series, it is used more specifically to refer to
the pyrotechnics that occur when an immortal is beheaded, with the transfer
of the dead immortal's knowledge and power into the nearest live immortal
(usually the one who beheaded him, but it will also occur during an
accidental beheading).  If there is not an immortal within range, there is
no quickening.  I personally feel that the buzz and the quickening are
manifestations of the same phenomenon, that is, the buzz is when one
immortal senses the life force (quickening) inside another, and that same
life force is released after a beheading, but that's just MHO.  We are told
that knowledge and power are transferred during the quickening, but we
haven't been told what happens in the way of specific memories, etc..
Immortal legend has it that one can be changed (converted to good or evil)
by the influence of a strong, ancient quickening.

Hope this helps.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 07:00:25 GMT
From: ron@burger.wimsey.com (Ron Currie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander - Richie

Does anyone know what the status of Richie on the show will be now, i.e.
after events in UNDER COLOR OF AUTHORITY?

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 05:07:58 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL:  "Under Color by Authority"

First comment: they did it with the swords again, damnit.  *Although*: we
never saw Duncan's back, if I remember correctly.

The villain wasn't a real bad guy, but he wasn't really good; I have known
people who believed like that.  So that was a good thing.

Richie's comment about immortals not needing to follow the rules was
interesting; he and Mako (sp?) were at opposite ends of the spectrum, with
Duncan (of course :)) being somewhere in the middle.

When Mako made his comments to Richie in the shower, my first thought was,
"Yip, territorial predators tend not to get along well."  Mac's attitude at
the end kind of supported that.

Other than those, however, I can't say it was a great episode.  It was
lacking, I guess, in drama and humour.  Maybe it's just me?

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 13 Feb 94 23:38:37 GMT
From: z_dentonam@ccsvax.sfasu.edu (Amy_of_Terra)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL: "Under Color of Authority"

About "Under Color of Authority", I thought it was good.  I was just
waiting to see Richie take his first head (No dirty remarks please!!) I do
admit that if Richie had kept his hormones under control none of the story
would have happened but this is Richie we're talking about so what can you
expect?  I liked the part where it showed Duncan as a newspaper owner in
the West!! I loved it!!

Does anyone know what is going to happen to Richie now, after this show?  I
mean where is he going to go?  I'm not a particular fan but the person I
normally watch the show with can't stand Richie.  She finds him annoying
beyond belief.  To each his own, I guess.

Amy

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 02:54:22 GMT
From: mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (MATT WOODY)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander

   I thought I'd take a moment to comment on the latest Highlander episode,
"Under Color of Authority."
   What else is there to say, other than thank you to the show's writers
and producers?
   As I interpret it, "UCA" means that Richie has effectively been written
out of the show. (And I thought it would never happen.)
   I mean, did anyone actually believe that this kid was an immortal?  As
awkward looking as he was?  Good riddance.
   Richie's character was quite uninteresting, if not one-dimensional, as
Mac's little sidekick.  It wasn't until after he became an immortal that
Richie was even slightly interesting.
   In fact, in only two or three episodes, the show's writers were able to
make the new character Charlie far more interesting.
   Stan Kirsch (Richie, for those who don't pay attention to credits) could
not act his way out of a wet paper bag, so to speak.  "UCA" was just more
evidence that this is true.  In many scenes, his timing, in terms of
delivery, was wretched, especially the scene where he and Mac argued in the
elevator.
   Highlander, already one of the best shows on television, can only become
better with Richie's exit.  No doubt, we will see an episode where he and
Mac fight.
   The only question now is whether a new character will be brought in to
replace Richie, or whether the show's producers will stick with just Mac
and Charlie.
   Cheers! Here's to a bright future for a Highlander without Richie.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 04:25:59 GMT
From: arromdee@jyusenkyou.cs.jhu.edu (Ken Arromdee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander

MATT WOODY <mwoody@herbie.unl.edu> wrote:
>As I interpret it, "UCA" means that Richie has effectively been written
>out of the show. (And I thought it would never happen.)

Strictly speaking, we don't know Richie's been written out.  He could just
as easily move into an apartment 2 blocks away.

(Not that I really think it's likely, of course.)

Ken Arromdee
arromdee@jyusenkyou.cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 06:43:34 GMT
From: mikeshlz@u.washington.edu (MiChAeL ScHoLz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL:  "Under Color by Authority"

>Richie's comment about immortals not needing to follow the rules was
>interesting; he and Mako (sp?) were at opposite ends of the spectrum, with
>Duncan (of course :)) being somewhere in the middle.

Kind of brings to mind last week's episode with Duncan - follow the rules,
separates us from beasts Sully - I am immmortal, I make my own rules.

Duncan hearing Sully's sentiments coming from Richie's mouth obviously felt
Richie was following a bad example. He identified with Maco because of his
recent role(s) as a "rule" enforcer. The writers probably planned these
episodes to be back to back to show the motivations behind Duncan and
Richie falling out. I bet Richie will be back but, maybe not this season.

Anyone else tired of Duncan turning and slashing before the cut to
commercial?  I mean, really, how many times do we need to see that move per
show? 

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 08:20:01 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: "Under Color by Authority"

mikeshlz@u.washington.edu (MiChAeL ScHoLz) writes:
>The writers probably planned these episodes to be back to back to show the
>motivations behind Duncan and Richie falling out.

I don't think so.  Richie's reply was, "It's time?" (or "Now's the time?");
it was obviously something the two had discussed before, and is what made
me think (again) of the comparison to predators.  There *is* something
between Richie and Connor, but what it is, I don't know.  In the movie,
Connor and (er, er, merde, blanked on Connery's character's name) did not
have the same level of tension between them that Richie and Duncan did.
Hell, for that matter, there hasn't been that much tension between most of
the people whom Duncan's either killed or had try to kill him! :) (My guess
would be that Richie just reminds him too much of Tessa, and he wishes it
had been Tessa and not him who had turned out to be immortal.)

>I bet Richie will be back - but maybe not this season.

Probably not.  My guesses are that he'll either show up in the Paris
episodes, *or* he'll show up when Duncan comes back.

They've also set the stage for the two to try to kill each other; Richie
would probably be the instigator, if so.

>Anyone else tired of Duncan turning and slashing before the cut to
>commercial?

I hate the entire opening.  I really really really *REALLY* preferred the
original opening.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 14:00:33 GMT
From: U38477@uicvm.uic.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL: Under Color of Authority

I'm not too sure why Richie had to leave at the end.  I was wondering if
there was some "Immortal Rule" that the student must leave his mentor after
he has had his first quickening.

And why did Stan Kirch leave the show?  Is he just following Alexandra
Vandernoot's lead by pursuing other interests?

Anyway, I'm looking forward to a confrontation between Richie and MacCleod.
When they see each other again, I could just imagine Richie saying
"MacCleod, when I left you, I was but the learner. Now I am the Master."

(Please, it has been a long time since I saw Star Wars, so have mercy if I
misquoted Darth Vader.)

Thanking you in advance for your answers.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 18:25:40 GMT
From: phaedrus@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Phaedrus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tomorrow People

I have been reading a lot on this group about the Tomorrow People.  I just
caught my first episode this past week and what I am wondering is this:
What is going on?  What is the show about?  Why can this one teenager
teleport?  Who are the others if they are not like him?

Does anyone have anything resembling an episode guide for this show?  And,
can anyone tell me what happened in Part 1 of the Culex Experiment?  I
caught part 2, and am waiting until Sunday to see part 3.  I think one of
the things that caught my eye about it was that Jean Marsh plays Dr. Culex.
I have liked her in everything I have ever seen her in.  (And YES, Doctor
Who was one of them!)

Any help is appreciated.

John-Edward-Stonecipher
phaedrus@mentor.cc.purdu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 17:52:56 GMT
From: eglover@pinyon.libre.com (Eugene Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People

phaedrus@mentor.cc.purdue.edu wrote:
>I have been reading a lot on this group about the Tomorrow People.  I just
>caught my first episode this past week and what I am wondering is this:
>What is going on?  What is the show about?  Why can this one teenager
>teleport?  Who are the others if they are not like him?

All the Tomorrow People can teleport, but some do it better than others and
so use their power in varying degrees.  Going so by the current show and
some by the original series, the Tomorrow People are the next stage in
human evolution, Homo Superior, (as I recall), they can read minds,
teleport, and have other capabilities as the scriptwriters need.

>Does anyone have anything resembling an episode guide for this show?  And,
>can anyone tell me what happened in Part 1 of the Culex Experiment?  I
>caught part 2, and am waiting until Sunday to see part 3.  I think one of
>the things that caught my eye about it was that Jean Marsh plays Dr.
>Culex.  I have liked her in everything I have ever seen her in.  (And YES,
>Doctor Who was one of them!)

Actually, not much happened, Kevin was late to pick up Megabyte, he was
startled by a man running from an insect, he flipped over a rail and hit
his head.  He saw two people take the man away, so he tried to report it to
the police whp treated him like a stupid kid (it's their way in the
tomorrow people), then he was attacked by the bug and the rest of the
episode dealt with them trying to figure out what happened.

Eugene Glover
Phoenix, Arizona, USA
eglover@libre.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 11:54:47 GMT
From: lalibr@operators.its.rpi.edu (Vivs Laliberte (Scott))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People

  Ok, here's an attempt at 'getting everyone caught up' to where the
Tomorrow People are right now.

  First of all, there was another series, called the Tomorrow People, which
had the same basic premise, that ran in the 70s in Britain, and in the 80s
here on Nick.  The two series are supposed to exist in 'different
universes' so that anything in one bears no relevance in the other.  Both
were products of one Roger Damon Price, who wrote most of the original
series episodes, and season 1 of the new one.

 In season one, there were 5 episodes, I will attempt to sumerize the story
line:

  A boy (Adam) is seen walking from the sea, soaking wet, onto an island,
and viewing a weird 'alien' structure, which 'sucks' him inside.

  Kevin is having nightmares about a young black girl named lisa, who is
'drowining' in the sea.  He tells his friend Megabyte (Marmaduke) about
this, and it gets mostly glossed over as a hormonal fantasy.  Kevin and
Megabyte torment a couple of other kids, who are supposed to be dressed
like 'hoods' with super-soaker water guns, from a public bus, and narrowly
escape getting nabbed.
 
 They return to Megabyte's residence, an office of the American Embassy (in
England) where his father works, so we are told, as a scientific attache'.
Dad was supposed to be home, but has been called away on business (again).
Mom and sister are away as well, leaving Megabyte and Kevin free roam of
the house for the weekend.

  Over the course of the weekend, Megabyte and Kevin are playing at
'psychics' and Kevin is found to accurately be able to read the backs of
playing cards that Megabyte is holding. Megabyte wants to do more
experiments, but Kevin tells him he is daft.  Later he admits that he can
read minds.

  Meanwhile, Lisa is being embarrassed by her 'Stage-mom-from-hell' mother
who has entered her in a children's talent contest at age 16, and has made
her wear a 'dorky' dress. When Lisa gets out on stage she is petrified by
the crowd, embarrassed by her dress, and her friends seeing her there.  She
then has problems with the microphone, and, wishing desperately to be
anyplace else, disappears in a glow of light. Winding up in the sea,
exactly as the scene in Kevin's dream.

  Kevin, meanwhile, is in bed, wakes up, sit's bolt upright, screams Lisa's
name, and disappears, also ending up in the sea. Unfortunately he cannot
swim.  Lisa pulls him to the shore.

 Kevin and Lisa are both convinced they are dreaming.  Lisa asked Kevin to
slap her to let her know she is not.  He taps her too lightly however, and
in demonstration, she slaps him full force across the cheek. This causes
him to teleport away again, back to Megabyte's house.

 Megabyte, having heard Kevin scream, has been searching the house for him,
when kevin reappears soaking wet, covered with beach sand.  Megabyte
becomes increasingly interested, and wants to run more tests.

  Lisa, meanwhile, finds some clothes and a tent on the desert island, and
changes out of her wet dress. She then finds the alien construct, and
enters in the same fashion as did Adam.

  Megabyte and Kevin are caught on the bus by the 'hoods' they had been
soaking, and when kevin is being abused, he again disappears. He quickly
reappears, soaking wet, with a big wad of seaweed. In the resulting
commotion, Kevin and Megabyte manage to slip away.

  Meanwhile, the EVIL GOVERNEMENT TYPES are trying to catch Lisa, they are
setting a trap that will confuse her mind, at the point from which she
disappeared, claiming that 'they' usually reappear where they left from.
At least one other teleporter had been caught, but he was killed by the
blundering scientists.

  Megabyte and Kevin see Lisa's picture on television, and decide to fly to
the US to check things out.  (Kevin is forced to dress up at Megabyte's
sister, Millie, since he has no passport).

  Lisa and Adam find out that they are in an alien space ship that has been
waiting for telepaths to show up. They send out a call to other telepaths,
but if there is a response, it is garbled.  We're left very up in the air
on a number of points, mostly everything where the ship is concerned.

 Lisa burns her arm, and Adam finds he can heal her. (This power has been
abandoned beyond first season, if rumors are correct.)

  Kevin, Megabyte and Lisa show up at the site of the talent show at
roughly the same time as each other.  Megabyte smashes the trapping
equipment and Lisa escapes.  Kevin also teleports away.  Both end up on the
island with Adam again.

(Lot's of filler running around that does nothing to advance the plot
ensues!)  The only thing really useful that is learned is that they can
link their powers to increase their power, or co-ordinate a teleport.

 Megabyte is presumed to be a teleporter, and held.  he is taken back to
England, but escapes, only to run into the 'hoods' again.  Just as they are
about to pound him, the head EVIL GOVERNMENT TYPE shows up, and scares them
off.  He turns out to be general Damon, Megabyte's dad.

  Lisa and Adam go off to talk to Lisa's mom, so she won't worry. They end
up caught in a trap.  Lisa is stunned, but Teleports away, unconscious,
into the sea.  Adam and Lisa's mother are held.  If Adam leaves, mom gets
hurt. Adam uses his healing ability to save the life of one of the EGT's.

  Kevin, with help from the ship, saves Lisa.  Megabyte is tracked down by
the EGT's, and threatened. He teleports into the sea.  Lisa joins Adam and
her mother.  Kevin and Megabyte return to General Damon, and inform him
that his men are threatening to kill someone.

  We find that Kevin (and megabyte) can teleport while carying objects, or
people.  Kevin and Megabyte home in on Lisa and Adam, and telport in with
General Damon.  Kevin grabs Lisa's Mom and telport's away.  Lisa and Adam
run off, and Megabyte grabs his dad and gets away. The leader of the EGT's
(actually an outside boss) gets away, and the Tomorrow People live happily
ever after on their island.

Second Season
The Culex Experiment 

  Kevin is late to pick up Megabyte at the train yard.  He rides his bike
toward the same, and a man runs into the road.  He is running from
something.  Kevin screams and takes a tumble off his bike, hitting his
head.  He looks up and sees the man bitten by something.  The man
collapses, and 2 people in protective gear cart him off.  Dr. Culex
monitors all on her TV.  She instructs her henchwomen to get Kevin, as he
has seen too much.

  Kevin rides to the train station, jups off his bike and into a call box.
He phones the police, and tried to explain what happened, when he too is
attacked by an insect, and passes out.
 
  Adam teleports in, and he and megabyte try to reach Kevin's mind, but are
unable to.  He is rushed to hospital.

  At the hopsital, we meet Ami.  She feels she knows Kevin's aunt, when
they bump into each other in the lobby, but decides she could not possibly
know her.  When she goes to meet with her mother, in hospital for an
appendicitis, Ami has a 'flashback' to Kevin's accident, and is drawn to
his room.

  After Ami points out the bite mark, the Dr. takes a blood sample of the
comotose Kevin, but is attacked.  Kevin is kidnapped.  Ami is shown that
Adam and Megabyte can teleport, but she manages to track down Kevin's
kidnappers better than they can.  She is, however, unable to stop their
motorbike from getting away.

  After a run in with a cheesy cop, Ami, Adam and Megabyte go to the space
ship in an attempt to get it to help them mind-merge and reconstruct what
has happened.

  Episode two was less horrible (IMHO) than the first, but also did little
to further the plot.  A dog is stricken with the same symptoms as Kevin,
having been bitten at the home of the owner of the motor bike which took
Kevin off, and almost ran Ami down.

  The dog is kidnapped.  The Dr. is kidnapped while analysing the Dog's
blood.  And Ami is kidnapped while going to check out a weird form in the
window.  As the episode ends, Ami is about to be bitten by one of the
deadly mosquitos concocted by the evil Dr. Culex.
  
  C'mon people, let's write in and get Damon-Price back writing these...

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Date: 14 Feb 94 19:57:48 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SFTV: SF TV Shows Current Season Titles List (Feb 14th)

Science Fiction TV Series Episode Lists

Compiled by Lee Whiteside

February 14th Edition

This file lists the episodes for the current season of the following
science fiction/genre shows:

Star Trek: The Next Generation
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine
Babylon 5
Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman
seaQuest DSV
Highlander: The Series
Time Trax
The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr.
The X-Files
Viper

Where known, production numbers are listed.  Otherwise, episode numbers
listed are for the order in which the episodes are broadcast. This main
list will be posted periodically to rec.arts.sf.tv and rec.arts.tv.  A
separate list of upcoming science fiction TV shows is also posted which
contains only the info on upcoming episodes although this file contains
known upcoming episode info as well.

STAR TREK: The Next Generation Season 7 (syndicated)

Ep #  Date   Prod # stardate   title

153   9/18/93  253  47025.4     Descent, Part II
154   9/25/93  254  not given   Liaisons
155  10/02/93  255  47215.5     Interface
156  10/09/93  256  47135.2     Gambit, Part I
157  10/16/93  257  47160.1     Gambit, Part II
158  10/23/93  258  47225.7     Phantasms
159  10/30/93  259  47254.1     Dark Page
160  11/06/93  260  47304.2     Attached
161  11/13/93  261  47310.2     Force of Nature
162  11/20/93  262  47410.2     Inheritance
163  11/27/93  263  47391.2     Parallels
     12/04/93  253R 47025.4     Descent, Part II
     12/11/93  254R not given   Liaisons
     12/18/93  256R 47135.2     Gambit, Part I
     12/25/93  257R 47160.1     Gambit, Part II
      1/01/94  255R 47215.5     Interface
164   1/08/94  264              The Pegasus
165   1/15/94  265              Homeward
      1/22/94  258R 47225.7     Phantasms
166   1/29/94  266              Sub Rosa
167   2/05/94  267              Lower Decks
168   2/12/94  268              Thy Known Self
169   2/19/94  269              Masks
170   2/26/94  270              Eye of the Beholder
      3/05/94  259R 47254.1     Dark Page
      3/12/94  260R 47304.2     Attached
171   3/19/94  371              Genesis
172   3/26/94  372              Journey's End

The date is the first date of satellite uplink.  Paramount's official 'week
of' is two days later.  Stardates will be added when known.

STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine Season Two (syndicated)

Ep #  Date   Prod # stardate    title

 21   9/25/93  421  not given   Homecoming
 22  10/02/93  422  not given   The Circle
 23  10/09/93  423  not given   The Siege
 24  10/16/93  424  47182.1     Invasive Procedures
 25  10/23/93  425  not given   Cardassians
 26  10/30/93  426  47229.1     Melora
 27  11/06/93  427  not given   Rules of Aquisition
 28  11/13/93  428  47282.5     Necessary Evil
 29  11/20/93  429  47329.4     Second Sight
 30  11/27/93  430  not given   Sanctuary
     12/04/93  421R not given   The Homecoming
     12/11/93  422R not given   The Circle
     12/18/93  423R not given   The Siege
     12/25/93  409R not given   The Passenger
 31   1/01/94  431              Rivals
 32   1/08/94  432              The Alternate
      1/15/94  424R 47182.1     Invasive Procedures
      1/22/94  425R 47177.2     Cardassians
 33   1/29/94  433              Armageddom Game
 34   2/05/94  434              Whispers
 35   2/12/94  435              Paradise
 36   2/19/94  436              Shadow Play
 37   2/26/94  437              Playing God
      3/05/94  426R 47229.1     Melora
      3/12/94  427R not given   Rules of Aquisition
 38   3/19/94  438              Profit and Loss
 39   3/26/94  439              Blood Oath

The date is the first date of satellite uplink.  Paramount's official 'week
of' is two days later.  Stardates will be added when known.


Babylon 5 (PTEN)

Week Of    Ep # Prod #  Title

01/24/94     1  103     Midnight on the Firing Line
01/31/94     2  102     Soul Hunter
02/07/94     3  104     Born to the Purple
02/14/94     4  101     Infection
02/21/94     5  108     The Parliament of Dreams
02/28/94     6  110     Mind War
03/07/94     7  107     The War Prayer
03/14/94     8  106     And the Sky Full of Stars

tentative

03/21/94        103R    Midnight on the Firing Line
03/28/94        102R    Soul Hunter
04/04/94        104R    Born to the Purple
04/11/94        101R    Infection
04/18/94     9  113     Deathwalker
04/25/94    10  105     Believers
05/02/94    11  111     Survivors


Additional Schedule TBD  (a couple of repeats may follow the first six)

                109     Grail
                114     By Any Means Necessary
                115     Legacies
                116     Raiding Party
                117     The Quality of Mercy
                118     Babylon Squared
            22  112     Chrysalis (Season Finale)

Episodes To Be Produced

                        The Resurrectionist
                        A Voice in the Wilderness Part 1
                        A Voice in the Wilderness Part 2
                        T.K.O.

                        Demon on the Run (maybe this season)
                        Midnight in the Sunken Cathedral


Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman  (ABC)

Air Date   Ep #     Title

 9/12/93     1      Premiere (1 hr 45 mins)
 9/19/93            [Pre-empted for Emmy Awards]
 9/26/93     2      Strange Visitor (From Another Planet)
10/03/93     3      Neverending Battle
10/10/93     4      I'm Looking Through You
10/17/93     5      Requiem For A Superhero
10/24/93     6      I've Got A Crush On You
10/31/93     7      Smart Kids
11/07/93            [pre-empted for "Dances with Wolves"]
11/14/93     8      The Green Green Glow Of Home
11/21/93     9      The Man Of Steel Bars
11/28/93    10      Pheremone, My Lovely
12/05/93            [pre-empted for Flinstones movie"
12/12/93    11      Honeymoon In Metropolis
12/19/93     2R     Strange Visitor (repeat)
12/22/93     1R     Pilot (Part 1)
12/26/93            [pre-empted on Sunday]
12/29/93     1R     Pilot (Part 2)
 1/02/94    12      All Shook Up
 1/09/94    13      Witness
 1/16/94     3R     Neverending Battle
 1/23/94    14      Illusions of Grandeur
 1/30/94     5R     Requiem For a Superhero
 2/06/94    15      The Ides of Metropolis
 2/13/94            [pre-empted by "Will You Marry me?"]
 2/20/94    16      Foundling


seaQuest DSV (NBC)

Air Date   Ep #     Title

09/12/93     1      To Be or Not To Be (2 hr Movie)
09/19/93     2      The Devil's Window
09/26/93     3      Treasures of the Mind
10/03/93     4      Games
10/10/93     5      Treasure of the Tonga Trench
10/17/93     6      Brothers and Sisters
10/24/93     7      Give Me Liberte
10/31/93     8      Knight of Shadows
11/07/93     9      Bad Water
11/14/93            [pre-empted by "Backdraft"
11/21/93    10      The Regulator
11/28/93    11      seaWest
12/05/93     4R     Games     
12/12/93            [pre-empted by "The Jetsons/E.T."]
12/19/93    12      Photon Bullet
12/26/93     1R     To Be Or Not To Be
12/30/93     9R     Bad Water (Thursday night airing)
 1/02/94    13      Better Than Martians
 1/09/94    14      Nothing But the Truth
 1/16/94    15      Greed For a Pirate's Dream
 1/23/94            [pre-empted for "Treasure Island"]
 1/30/94            [pre-empted for Super Bowl]
 2/06/94    16      Whale Song
 2/13/94            [pre-empted by NBA All Star Game]
 2/20/94    17      The Stinger

 TBD                The Last Lap at Luxury


Highlander: The Series Season Two (Syndicated)

Week of    Ep #    Production #         Title

09/27/93    23        93201             The Watchers
10/04/93    24        93202             Studies In Light
10/11/93    25        93203             Turnabout
10/18/93    26        93204             The Darkness
10/25/93    27        93205             Eye For and Eye
11/01/93    28        93206             The Zone
11/08/93    29        93207             Return of Amanda
11/15/93    30        93208             Revenge of the Sword
11/22/93    31        93209             Run For Your Life
11/29/93    32        93210             Epitaph For Tommy
12/06/93    23R       93201(R)          The Watchers
12/13/93    24R       93202(R)          Studies in Light
12/20/93    25R       93203(R)          Turnabout
12/27/93    30R       93208(R)          Revenge of the Sword
01/03/94    26R       93204(R)          The Darkness
01/10/94    27R       93205(R)          Eye for an Eye
01/17/94    31R       93209(R)          Run For Your Life
01/24/94    33        93213             Bless the Child
01/31/94    34        93211             The Fighter
02/07/94    35        93212             Under Color of Authority
02/14/94    36        93214             Unholy Alliance Part 1
02/21/94    37        93215             Unholy Alliance Part 2
02/28/94    38        93216             Vampire
03/07/94    39        93217             Warmonger
03/14/94    28R       93206(R)          The Zone
03/21/94    29R       93207(R)          Return of Amanda
03/28/94    32R       93210(R)          Epitaph For Tommy
04/04/94    35R       93212(R)          Under Color of Authority
04/11/94    34R       93211(R)          The Fighter
04/18/94    33R       93213(R)          Bless The Child
04/25/94    40        93218             Pharaoh's Daughter
05/02/94    41        93219             Legacy
05/09/94    42        93220             Prodigal Son
05/16/94    43        93221             Counterfeit Part 1
05/23/94    44        93222             Counterfeit Part 2


TIME TRAX Season One (PTEN)

Week Of    Ep # Prod #  Title

 1/20/93    1/2         A Stranger In Time (2 Hour Premiere)
 2/01/93     3          To Kill A Billionaire
 2/08/93     4          Fire And Ice
 2/15/93     5     5    Showdown
 2/22/93     6          The Prodigy
 3/01/93     7          Death Takes A Holiday
 3/08/93     8    10    The Contender
 3/15/93     9    13    Night Of The Savage
 3/29/93    10    14    Treasure Of The Ages
 4/05/93    11     9    The Price Of Honor
 4/12/93    12    17    Face Of Death
 4/19/93     4R         Fire And Ice
 4/26/93     5R         Showdown
 5/03/93    13    15    Revenge
 5/10/93    14     4    Darien Comes Home
 5/17/93    15    12    Two Beans in a Wheel
 5/24/93    16    16    Little Boy Lost
 5/31/93     3R         To Kill a Billionaire
 6/14/93     6R         The Prodigy
 6/21/93     1R   1     A Stranger In Time (Part I)
 6/28/93     2R   2     A Stranger In Time (Part II)
 7/05/93     8R   10    The Contender
 7/12/93     9R   13    Night Of The Savage
 7/19/93    12R   17    Face of Death
 7/26/93    13R   15    Revenge
 8/02/93    10R   14    Treasure Of The Ages
 8/09/93    11R    9    The Price Of Honor
 8/16/93    14R    4    Darien Comes Home
 8/23/93    15R   12    Two Beans In A Wheel
 8/30/93    16R   16    Little Boy Lost
 9/06/93     4R         Fire & Ice
 9/13/93     5R    5    Showdown
 9/20/93     3R         To Kill A Billionaire
 9/27/93     6R         The Prodigy
10/04/93     7R         Death Takes a Holiday
10/11/93     8R   10    The Contender
10/18/93     9R   13    Night of the Savage
10/25/93    17    22    Mysterious Man
11/01/93    18    21    Framed
11/08/93    19    18    Beautiful Songbird
11/15/93    20    19    Photo Finish
11/22/93    21    11    Darrow For The Defense
11/29/93    22    20    One On One
12/06/93    12R   17R   Face Of Death
12/13/93    13R   15R   Revenge
12/20/93    10R   14R   Treasure of the Ages
12/27/93    14R    4R   Darien Comes Home
 1/03/94    11R    9R   Price Of Honor
 1/10/94    16R   16R   Little Boy Lost
 1/17/94     5R    5R   Showdown


Time Trax Season TWO  (PTEN)

Week Of   Ep #  Prod # Title

 1/24/94    23    23    Return Of The Yakuza
 1/31/94    24    25    Missing
 2/07/94    25    28    To Live & Die In Docker Flats
 2/14/94    26    29    A Close Encounter
 2/21/94    27    27    The Gravity Of It All

To Be Scheduled

                  24    Lethal Weapons
                  26    Happy Valley
                  30    Perfect Pair
                  31    The Cure
                  32    Almost Human


Adventures of Brisco County, Jr. (FOX)

(In Sept and October, FOX also ran Brisco on Sunday nights, usually
a repeat of Friday's show. I'm still tracking down the details...)

Air Date  Ep #      Title
 8/27/93    1       Pilot
 8/29/93    1R      Pilot (Sunday Night)
 9/03/93    2       The Orb Scholar
 9/10/93    3       No Man's Land
 9/17/93    4       Brisco In Jalisco
 9/24/93    5       Socrates' Sister
10/01/93    6       Riverboat
10/08/93    7       Pirates
10/15/93    8       Senior Spirit
10/22/93    9       Brisco for the Defense
10/29/93   10       Showdown
11/05/93   11       Deep in the Heart of Dixie
11/12/93   12       Crystal Hawks
11/19/93   13       Steel Horses
11/26/93            [pre-empted]
12/03/93    3R      No Man's Land
12/10/93   14       Mail Order Brides
12/17/93   15       AKA Kansas
12/24/93    4R      Brisco in Jalisco
12/31/93    5R      Socrates' Sister
 1/07/94   16       Bounty Hunter's Convention
 1/14/94   17       Fountain of Youth
 1/21/94    6R      Riverboat
 1/28/94            [pre-empted]
 2/04/94   18       Hard Rock
 2/11/94   19       [New Episode]
 2/18/94   20       Bye Bly


X-Files (FOX)

Air Date  Ep #  Prod #  Title

 9/10/93     1  1X79    The X-Files
 9/17/93     2  1X01    Deep Throat
 9/24/93     3  1X02    Squeeze
10/01/93     4  1X03    Conduit
10/08/93     5  1X04    The Jersey Devil
10/22/93     6  1X05    Shadows
10/29/93     7  1X06    Ghost in the Machine
11/05/93     8  1X07    Ice
11/12/93     9  1X08    Space
11/19/93    10  1X09    Fallen Angel
11/26/94                [pre-empted]
12/03/93     3R 1X02    Squeeze
12/10/93    11  1X10    Eve
12/14/93     4R 1X03    Conduit (Tuesday Night Showing)
12/17/93    12  1X11    Fire
12/24/93     2R 1X02    Deep throat
12/31/93     5R 1X04    The Jersey Devil
 1/07/94    13  1X12    Beyond the Sea
 1/14/94     7R 1X06    Ghost in the Machine
 1/17/94     1R 1X79    The X-Files (Monday Night Showing)
 1/17/94     8R 1X07    Ice (Monday Night Showing)
 1/21/94    14  1X13    GenderBender
 1/28/94     9R         Space (in Brisco County Time Slot)
 2/04/94    15  1X14    Lazarus
 2/11/94    16  1X15    Young at Heart
 2/18/94    17  1X16    E.B.E.
 2/25/94    18  1X17


Viper (NBC)

  Airdate  Ep #  Title
  1/02/94    1   Pilot Movie
  1/07/94    2   Once a Thief...
  1/14/94    3   Ghosts
  1/21/94    4   The Face
  1/28/94    5   Safe as Houses
  2/04/94        [pre-empted by "Days of Our Lives" special]
  2/11/94    6   Thief of Hearts
  2/18/94    7   Past Tense

   TBD           Firehawk
   TBD           MInd Games

Universal Action Pack (Syndicated)
(Rotating package ot two hour TV movies featuring some sci-fi.  I'll list
 all of them so you can keep track of when the sci-fi shows are on:
 Tek War - Four movies based on William Shatner's Tek novels
 Hercules - Hercules movies produced by Sam Raimi
 Fastlane - John Landis movies about two friends who discover an abandoned
            space ship
 Bandit -  Movies based on "Smokey and the Bandit"
 Another Midnight Run - Movies based on "Midnight Run"
 Vanishing Son - Martial Arts from Sam Cohen )
 Knightrider 2010

Also airs usually on WGN at 8 pm ET on Tuesday the week after the "Week of"
with a repeat showing the following Sunday (late night Sat) at 12:30 am

 Week of   WGN      Title

 1/17/94   1/25/94  Tek War
 1/24/94   2/03/94  Bandit - Must Be Country (Thursday airing )
 1/31/94   2/08/94  Another Midnight Run - The Tender Trap
 2/07/94   2/15/94  Knightrider 2010
 2/14/94   2/22/94  Tekwar - Teklords

Thanks to the following people for compiling or passing along some of the
info contained in this file:

Mike Brown - Star Trek & Time Trax
Jim Hobby - Various info
J. Michael Straczynski - Babylon 5 (Of course)
Cliff K. Chen - X Files
Steve Monares - Time Trax
Jeff Hudgens - B5 & Time Trax
Rita  E. Owen [72774,2723] - Brisco County
Phil Alberhasky 74235,716 - Brisco County
Lindy Cooksey 72713,3055 - Brisco County and others
Loren Heisey <lorenh@hpcvdj.cv.hp.com> - Brisco County


Any updates, corrections or questions should be emailed to:
    leew@indirect.com (Internet)
    76044,502  (Compuserve)
    L.WHITESIDE (GEnie)

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 15 Feb 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 110

Today's Topics:

		Television - Knight Rider: 2010 (4 msgs) &
                             The New Twilight Zone (16 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 22:07:32 GMT
From: Calderon_Gus@msstmp.lacoe.edu (Gus Calderon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Knight Rider 2010 (Yuck)

I have to admit, I was looking forward to seeing this "Action Pack"
feature, mainly because I was a fan of the original "Knight Rider" series.
What a mistake I made.

There were only a couple of things that were of any value in the movie:
one, some visuals were very artistically done, specially in the
architecture of some buildings and the color schemes of some sets.  Two,
the three girls I saw in the movie were beautiful (although flat and
unentertaining).

The bad things were so numerous, I'm not going to waste your time with
them.

The only reason I saw this thing at all, was my unending love for science
fiction, which this excuse for a film really put to the test.

Gus Calderon
Los Angeles
County Office Of Education
calderon_gus@msstmp.lacoe.edu
gcalder@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 23:49:06 GMT
From: jrmureik@sciborg.uwaterloo.ca (Jonas Mureika  Newt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Knight Rider" 2010!  Bleck!

   How many other people were *extremely* disappointed by "Knight Rider:
2010"?  Not only was it a particularly awful story, in my opinion, but what
really got me (and I assume others as well) was that there was absolutely
*no* reference to KITT, Michael Knight, Knight Industries, the Foundation,
etc..  While I realize that the story itself was completely unrelated to
the original Knight Rider, I was really wondering how on Earth it earned
the name "Knight Rider"!  Agreed, the talking, bullet-proof car has KR
allusion to it, but that just doesn't cut it.  Does anyone know a reason
for this choice of names?  I wonder if it was a legal catch the production
staff got themselves into with Universal (i.e.  if you make a show about a
vigilante crimefighter driving a bulletproof talking super-car, this is
Knight Rider, regardless of whether or not any of the original concepts are
there!).

   Opinions, anyone?  

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 22:55:08 GMT
From: furlongt@aspen.uml.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Knight Rider" 2010!  Bleck!

I think they called the show "Knight Rider" to sucker us fans of the
original into watching the damn thing.  I'm sure if it was called something
else, I wouldn't have watched it.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 18:57:05 GMT
From: cfortan@eng.clemson.edu (Charles E. Fortanbary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Knight Rider 2010 (Yuck)

Calderon_Gus@msstmp.lacoe.edu (Gus Calderon) writes:
>I have to admit, I was looking forward to seeing this "Action Pack"
>feature, mainly because I was a fan of the original "Knight Rider" series.
>What a mistake I made.

As I sat there watching, I was wondering what in the world this movie had
in common with the original series.  It more reminded me of that old movie
with Melanie Griffith, Cherry 2000.  Rebel smugglers trying to live life
outside of the regulated society...

>There were only a couple of things that were of any value in the movie:
>one, some visuals were very artistically done, specially in the
>architecture of some buildings and the color schemes of some sets.

Yep, I thought the holographic scenes were more realistically done than in
other Sci-fi shows.

>Two, the three girls I saw in the movie were beautiful (although flat and
>unentertaining).

A resounding YES.  I thought Hanna was really gorgeous!  Wish my computer
talked to me that way...

>The bad things were so numerous, I'm not going to waste your time with
>them.

Not too bad though for a boring, cold, wet, Saturday afternoon...

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 17:41:45 GMT
From: quantum@circle.cs.jhu.edu (Ariel Halpern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

>TWILIGHT ZONE did some terrific stories, particularly during the network
>run. My personal favorites include: "A Message from Charity" (a 20th
>century boy shares thoughts across the centuries with a Puritan girl),
>"The Toys of Caliban" (parents cope with a mentally retarded son with
>terrifying powers), "Dead Run" (a trucker carts dead souls to Hell), "A
>Small Talent for War" (aliens complain about our warlike ways) and "I of
>Newton" (a mathematician outsmarts a devilish foe).

I loved all the episodes you mentioned (especially "A Message From
Charity") although I don't remember "A Small Talent For War" but I only
watched it in syndication, so who know what I missed.  My other two
favorites are (I don't remember titles) the one where the guy commits some
crime and has to wear this dot on his forehead all year, and the one with
Dean Stockwell playing a scientist in prison because he won't reveal the
whereabouts of his notebooks.  I'm glad you brought up "The New Twilight
Zone".  I thought I was the only one who saw it, because when I watched it,
is was on at midnight or 1 a.m.

Ari Halpern
Johns Hopkins University
quantum@cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 18:08:44 GMT
From: john@uhs1.uhs.uga.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

My favorite episodes were "A Little Peace And Quiet" (a woman discovers an
amulet that lets her stop time) and "Profile In Silver" (one of President
Kennedy's remote descendants goes back in time and prevents the
assassination).

In its original form, "Profile In Silver" was among the best science
fiction that I have ever seen, and the ABSOLUTE BEST treatment of time
travel in any work of any kind.  Sadly, when cut for syndication, the
explanation that held the whole thing together was cut.  Grrr.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 19:43:48 GMT
From: quennevc@ere.umontreal.ca (Quenneville Charles)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

 My favorites are:

  - the couple waking up at the "wrong minute" to find blue workers in
    their house (time is like a train where the minutes are the wagons...)
  - a young boy boy befriends and old man who's a vampire waiting to die
  - a young university student find time travellers in her closet
  - a man out of work sells his memories but want them back... 
  - a paranoid man is stuck in his bomb shelter after a nuclear accident
  - a writer battling gremlins and a writer's block
  - a boy too intelligent for his time
  - wong's lost and found emporium
  
 and many others... that was a great show. Too bad it didn't last longer. 

Charles Quenneville

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 21:37:23 GMT
From: quennevc@ere.umontreal.ca (Quenneville Charles)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

john@uhs1.uhs.uga.edu writes:
>My favorite episodes were "A Little Peace And Quiet" (a woman discovers an
>amulet that lets her stop time) and "Profile In Silver" (one of President
>Kennedy's remote descendants goes back in time and prevents the
>assassination).

 Ahh... memories... Yep that one was great too. I just remembered another
one.  Robert Klein is a salesman trying to cope with the changing
technology and the new products that he has to sell. One morning at
breakfast his wife (Roseanne Arquette) says to his child "Don't forget your
dragon (or something like that)" instead of "Don't forget your lunch"...
and little by little it seems that the vocabulary is changing by itself
(spoken and written) and after a couple of days he can't understand what
people are saying (and no one understand him). At the end he starts to
learn that new vocabulary with his kids (from some kids' book).  

Charles Quenneville

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 21:57:48 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

marshall@exg106.rh.psu.edu (Marshall Maresca) writes:
>"And the one where he was "invisible" for a year.  VERY powerful.
>Especially the ending.

*Yes*.

The show did well a lot of times, I thought.  There was "Message in a
Spaceship" (was that the title?).  It starred, oh, darn, forget her name.
She played Olive in the Popeye movie :).  The ending was very touching.  I
remember it most, I think, because it opened up with a memorial for
Theodore Sturgeon, who had just died.

And the occasional remake they did.  They remade the one with the store
mannequin who came to life for a month, but I didn't like it.  However,
they also remade the Christmas episode with Art Carney, this time with
Richard Mulligan.  It retained the original flavour of the episode (a man
who really only wants to *give*), and yet was slightly different.  Always a
touching episode.

And there was "The Last Defender of Camelot," which was amusing in its own
way.  I eventually read the story (by Zelazny), and decided it was a pretty
good adaptation.

I separate the series into two shows: the new Twilight Zone, and the new
new Twilight Zone.  Other than the length of the shows, the major
difference, to me, was that they changed announcers.  Which *really*
annoyed me, because the first announcer they had was great!  Then they went
and had the new announcer redo the narrations for all of the older ones.
*GRR*

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 22:37:56 GMT
From: jrs@netcom.com (John Switzer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

I don't remember the title but the one about the boy getting ready to take
the state-mandated intelligence test was one of the most chilling short
stories on TV I've ever seen. This probably could have been turned into an
hour episode, but it was perfect in its original 15 minutes. Also, the
story where a woman gets to meet the son she would have had, had she got
married instead of taking a job offer in Paris was also very bittersweet
and thoughtful.

John Switzer
jrs@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 23:13:53 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

Nice to hear from *other* people who liked the NEW TWILIGHT ZONE (mainly
the CBS version, though the Straczynski syndicated version had some good
episodes too).  When it first appeared, I was impressed with it, but the
common reaction among other fans seemed to be, "Oh it's a cheap rip-off of
Serling" (which it wasn't; homage yes, rip-off no.)  It had its share of
clinkers, but so did the Serling original.

I'd mention favorite episodes, but most of the ones that come to mind have
been mentioned in previous posts.

I'm not sure how badly the half-hour shows have been edited, but if anyone
who hasn't seen the show has the chance to see it, even in that format,
give it a try.

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 23:41:08 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

quennevc@ERE.UMontreal.CA (Quenneville Charles) writes:
>  - a young university student find time travellers in her closet

This is one of my two favorite episodes.  ("Guess I'd better quit cutting
political science...)  The other was called "The Lonely One".  It was with
Shelley Duval, and she played someone who received an interstellar
"message-in-a-bottle".  I think it was aired just after Rod Serling died.

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 05:14:08 GMT
From: aj082@yfn.ysu.edu (Steven John Peterson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

Since we're waxing nostagically here about TZ^2 episodes, I thought I'd
mention a few of my favorites.  Like David, I really enjoyed "A Message
from Charity."  Others I enjoyed included "A Saucer of Loneliness" (a
homely waitress is the sole witness to a message delivered by a flying
saucer - a fantastic performance by Shelly Duvall, and "Her Pilgrim Soul"
(a scientist accidentally traps the spirit of a dead woman in a holographic
imaging chamber and watches her grow from a young child to an old woman as
she relives her life - a four-hankie episode), and "Dream Me a Life" (with
Eddie Albert).

Those episodes were not so much scary as they were dramas of people whose
lives were changed in some earth-shattering way through brushes with the
strange and/or supernatural.

Not to say that TZ^2 didn't have its share of frightening episodes.
Someone mentioned "Nightcrawlers".  Another such episode was an adaptation
of Stephen King's "Gramma", which I believe Harlan Ellison called the
scariest thirty minutes of television he'd ever seen.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 08:22:40 GMT
From: rfentima@ub.d.umn.edu (Robert Fentiman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

As long as we're all being "nostalgic", I thought I'd add a few shows I
remember that haven't been listed.

There was one called "The Star"- a Christmas story where a stellar
cartography ship finds the last vestiges of a society that died out when
their sun went supernova, the cartographers then discover that the nova was
the Christmas Star.

Another one I recall is where this one author or playwrite or tv producer
(something like that) finds this stone which he can make wishes.  Towards
the end, he wishes he had the greatest writer in the world as a partner,
and gets transported back to Shakesperean times and is forced to write
Shakespear's stories (for Shakespear, as he got ahold of the stone and
wished it).

Yet another show I remember is where a thief breaks into a museum and
steals a stone.  He gets shot at by the police, but the stone heals his
bullet wounds and he escapes.  He then goes on to become a TV
healer/miracle worker.  After a while the stone stops working for him as he
was doing it for profit and not to heal.  His last healing act is to heal a
deaf boy backstage, and I think he ends up giving the boy the stone.

That's all I can remember for now.  I used to watch this show and Amazing
Stories, which was also pretty good.

Robert Fentiman
University of Minnesota
Duluth
rfentima@ub.d.umn.edu
Robert.A.Fentiman@umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 09:03:48 GMT
From: shyboy@netcom.com (Nathan Chua)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

Of the episodes in the latter syndicated version, my favorite episode would
have to be "The Cold Equation" about the stowaway in the space shuttle.
Put a lump in my throat.  :(

Nathan

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 13:17:56 GMT
From: S.J.Moran-SE1@cs.bham.ac.uk (Stephen J Moran)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

I'm also a great fan of 'ShatterDay' (Bruce Willis rings up his own
apartment by mistake, and he answers the phone at the other end...),
'Personal Demons' (I think) where Rockne S. O'Bannon (Creator of Seaquest
DSV!!) has a 'novel' way of dealing with unpleasant gremlins (ho ho
readers), 'After Hours' where a girl (Terry Farrell, I've heard - anyone
confirm this?) has difficulty leaving a shopping mall at night, and the one
where someone discovers the meaning of life but anyone who hears it goes
mad.

As for shorts, 'A Small Talent for War' had a wonderful twist, some woman
who's on a picnic/in a virtual reality machine in the future, and a
television Magic show (Uncle... something) involving (at some point) the
conjuration of Cockroaches from a vase.

I've always prefered the new Twilight Zone to the old... the twists are
much better. But my favourite ever Twilight Zone is STILL 'Nightmare at
40,000 feet'.  Either version. It's terrifying.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 14:50:37 GMT
From: shou@quads.uchicago.edu (roger colin shouse)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

How about the one where the guy (I think it was the same guy who plays Q on
Star Trek NG) shows up at the door with the "$10,000 but someone will die"
device?  My other favorite is the Elliot Gould restaurant critic episode.

Roger Shouse
The University of Chicago
shou@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 14:53:41 GMT
From: shou@quads.uchicago.edu (roger colin shouse)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

And I nearly forgot, there was one where people in the future who had
committed certain crimes were ostracized with some sort of mark branded on
their forehead.  No one could talk to them or have any interaction with
them at all.  My memory is sketchy, so I'd appreciate it if someone could
fill in the blank spots!

Roger Shouse
The University of Chicago
shou@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 15:14:17 GMT
From: kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

The episode with the man and the dot, I believe, was "To See the Invisible
Man".  The dot was an identifier that the man was to be summarily ignored
by every member of the society in which he lived.  He tried to take
advantage of the fact that he could get away with, well, just about
anything, given that everyone paid complete inattention to him, but after
several months of isolation, he begins to understand the nature of the
punishment that has been bestowed upon him.  Probably my favorite episode
in the new run.

Kevin
kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 15:50:51 GMT
From: quantum@circle.cs.jhu.edu (Ariel Halpern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

I just remembered my other favorite episode - the semi-remake of Charlotte
Perkins Gilman story "The Wallpaper".  It was about a woman who goes insane
because she sees figures in patterned wallpaper that are trying to get her.
That frightened me for the longest time!

Ari Halpern
Johns Hopkins University
quantum@cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Brin & Brunner (6 msgs) & Brust &
                         Cadigan & Card (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 17:22:37 GMT
From: kxl@camis.stanford.edu (Kevin Lauderdale)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Uplift war books

Could someone please give me the "high concept" behind each of these books?
Two or three sentences (or more) on what each of these books is about.  I
understand that they're very popular, but I like to know a little about
them before I dive in.

Thanks.

Kevin

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 03:40:48 GMT
From: dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

Aaron V. Humphrey <aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca> wrote:
>The style used in _SOZ_ and _TSLU_ is a bit experimental, but I think it
>works for those books (Walter Jon Williams also used it in his novelette
>"Side Effects"); you start by jumping around a lot, but gradually start
>focusing on some of the characters.

I don't know about it being experimental - for the SF field yes, but I am
pretty sure it is an imitation of the style used by John dos Passos in the
_America_ trilogy.  Also Walter Jon Williams definitely post-dates Brunner
for this style.
  
>It's certainly not to everyone's taste, so feel free to ditch it and read
>something more uplifting, like _Players At The Game of People_.  :-)

Actually, don't read it.  The smiley is not on the uplifting part, it is on
the read it part.  This is the most universally condemned Brunner book I
have ever encountered.

_TSLU_ has definite disagreement - a lot of people dislike, a lot of
people feel it is a very good, strong novel.  I feel it is a very good book
that is very easy to dislike, the style is not easy to read, and it is a
very depressing book, but I thought it worth reading.

I would definitely suggest reading _Stand on Zanzibar_ before reading
_TSLU_, the style is similar, but _SoZ_ is a far less dark, depressing
book, making it easier to finish.  So, this allows you to learn how to read
that style of writing before reading _TSLU_, making _TSLU_ a lot easier
novel to read.  (Also, if you read _TSLU_ first as I did, you may find that
the ending of _SoZ_ seems like a cop-out.)

David
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 14:28:08 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

>>The style used in _SOZ_ and _TSLU_ is a bit experimental, but I think it
>>works for those books (Walter Jon Williams also used it in his novelette
>>"Side Effects"); you start by jumping around a lot, but gradually start
>>focusing on some of the characters.
>
>I don't know about it being experimental - for the SF field yes, but I am
>pretty sure it is an imitation of the style used by John dos Passos in the
>_America_ trilogy.  Also Walter Jon Williams definitely post-dates Brunner
>for this style.

   Dos Passos used it in the *USA* trilogy, and Norman Mailer used a
similar approach in *The Naked and the Dead*.  Brunner used it several
times, first with *Stand on Zanzibar*, then with the undeservedly forgotten
*The Jagged Orbit*, then with *The Sheep /T/h/r/o/w/ Look Up* and *The
Shockwave Rider*.

   *Stand* was written years before *Sheep*.  My complaint about *Sheep* is
that the gloom-'n'-doom is so unrelieved.  The other books Brunner wrote in
that style mix positive and negative elements.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 14:58:43 GMT
From: anton@mips.complang.tuwien.ac.at (Anton Ertl)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

After all this praise of Stand on Zanzibar, I want to register a dissenting
opinion: I liked TSLU quite well, but felt about SoZ like the original
poster about TSLU: People I don't care about try to solve problems I don't
care about. And the ending did not make any sense to me at all.

M. Anton Ertl
anton@mips.complang.tuwien.ac.at

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 20:22:24 GMT
From: bobm@ingres.com (Bob McQueer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Sheep Look Up

meskes@ulysses.informatik.rwth-aachen.de (Michael Meskes) writes:
> I think you mentioned the best books Brunner wrote. I also like The
> Dreaming Earth, The Whole Man, The Tides of Time and (maybe the best of
> these four) The Stone That Never Came Down.

The "dystopian" Brunner's also include "The Jagged Orbit", which hardly
ever gets mentioned.  And is also very good.  It fits stylistically with
"Stand on Zanzibar" and "The Sheep Look Up".  With problems of violence and
race relations being what they are in much of the industrialized world, JO
is also very relevent reading, being an extrapolation in those areas
similar to the extrapolations of ecological disaster and population growth
in TSLU and SoZ.

BTW, I think TSLU is one of the best SF novels around, depressing or not.
I give it the edge over SoZ, as a matter of fact, though it is a close
race.  "Jagged Orbit" and "Shockwave Rider" are not to be taken lightly
either.  "The Long Result" and "The Crucible of Time" are outstanding
Brunner efforts outside the ones commonly labeled as "dystopian".  As are
"The Whole Man", "The 100th Millenium" (earlier published as "To Catch a
Falling Star") and "The Traveler in Black".  Though I'm not as wild about
"The Traveler in Black" as some people - I approve of him experimenting,
but Zelazny does that sort of thing better.

Some of Brunner's dogs are REAL dogs ("Players at the Game of People", "The
Web of Everywhere" ...).  Nonetheless, I think Brunner's efforts should
have netted him more than one Hugo or Nebula.  About a half dozen of his
books should have been serious contenders.  I've always meant to check
which years they were eligible, and check out what won instead.  I would
probably concur in some of the cases (what Brunner book was published the
year Le Guin's "The Dispossessed" came out?), but I'm sure I would take the
Brunner works over some of the others.

I hope he comes up with another good one.  "The Children of the Thunder"
telegraphed its punches, and was silly, to boot.  "A Maze of Stars" was
more a millenia-spanning travelogue than a novel, and I found it rather
boring.  Anybody know what he's up to?  He must be getting up in years, but
the last I knew he was still actively writing.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 15:24:10 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Sheep Look Up

fkiesche3@aol.COM wrote:
>On "Stand on Zanzibar", I read it twice, using a different method each
>time, and almost felt like I was reading a different book each time. The
>first time I read it, I read all of the short stories and essays one after
>another and then read the integrated novel. The second time I read the
>book from one end to another. How have other people read this book?

   I read it straight through.  Only faith in Brunner (from having loved
*The Whole Man* and others) kept me going through the first 50 pages, but
after that I enjoyed it.

>I recall that when "The Shockwave Rider" first came out there were some
>reviews that castigaged the publishers for a bad editing job. Apparently
>chunks of the book were taken out and some characters were combined into
>one character. Does anybody else remember this (the review I recall was in
>F&SF or Analog). Did Brunner ever come out with a "director's cut"
>equivalent to this novel?

   As I recall, the cuts were minor; the eliminated character - brother of
a more major character, appeared only once.  I believe that the paperback
restored most or all of the cut material.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 12:33:02 GMT
From: meyer@vitek.com (Don Meyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner: The Sheep Look Up

Tastes certainly are funny.  I utterly enjoyed/enjoy "Shockwave Rider", but
found both "The Sheep Look Up" and "Stand On Zanzibar" unappealing.  It's
interesting to hear about others who felt differently (reciprocally in some
cases?).

Perhaps it's because I like "happy" endings, or at least the potential
thereof?

I also believe that sometimes a book meshes well with our current state of
mind.  Happens to be what we want/need at that point, and this may cause us
to like a book that we might not under other circumstances.

I suspect that this is also what makes some books "special" to us - books
that the prevailing wisdom says are average for that author/genre.

Oh well, just musing...

Don

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 09:59:12 GMT
From: logibec!altitude!grafnet!suntalk!london!mdadgar@uunet.ca (Mark Dadgar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris) writes:
> The Brust book that seemed slowest to me, behind 'Gypsy', was "Brokedown
> Palace".  It seems to me that that book, for instance, wouldn't make as
> much sense without knowing something about the troubles in Romania (and
> Brust's obvious interest in things Hungarian).  And I suspect someone who
> knew more about it than I did would find even more in the book.

Sigh ... _Brokedown Palace_ dragged on and ON for me.  While I enjoyed the
fact that it added to the background for the Taltos series (even though at
the moment I can't remember what it added - it's been a while), I thought
it would never end.  One of those books I persevered in finishing because
it had a favorite author's name on the cover.  A lot like _Cowboy Feng's_
and _The Phoenix Guards_.  :)

But back to my point.  Anyway, I read quite some time ago that _Brokedown
Palace_ is one long string of Grateful Dead references.  Not being at ALL a
Grateful Dead fan, I missed all of it.  I suspect that many of the people
who enjoyed this book are Deadheads.

The title itself, it seems, comes from a Grateful Dead song.

Mark Dadgar
NeXT SysAdmin
William Morris Agency
mdadgar@wma.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 00:18:00 GMT
From: wex@media.mit.edu (Alan Miburi-san Wexelblat)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: DIRTY WORK

				Dirty Work
			      by Pat Cadigan
		 Review Copyright (c) 1994 Alan Wexelblat

If there's an author I like better than Pat Cadigan, I haven't met hir yet.
When I first read MINDPLAYERS my immediate impression was that I was
looking at the best raw talent and innovative thinker I'd seen since I
picked up William Gibson.  On meeting Pat and becoming friends with her my
impressions were redoubled.  She is funny, intelligent, very mentally quick
and she writes intense gripping stories which probe into the darkest
corners of the human psyche.

So what more do you need to know?  Go out and buy this book!

Oh, you want to know what's in it?  Well, it's got 18 stories, most of
which have been published before although some have only seen limited press
runs.  Each story has a few paragraphs of introduction/explanation by the
author; Cadigan manages to be enlightening without detracting from the
pleasure of reading the stories.

The title cut, "Dirty Work" is a Deadpan Allie story, originally written
for for one of Ellen Datlow's vampire anthologies.  If this doesn't make
you hunt up a copy of MINDPLAYERS, nothing will.

In her previous short story collection (PATTERNS), Cadigan kept largely to
fantastic and horror themes.  PATTERNS pushed into psychological cracks
relentlessly.  This collection has some stories in that vein such as the
post-apocalyptic "Home By The Sea."  Overall, though, it seems to favor a
lighter touch, such as in the sad/funny "Second Comings Reasonable Rates"
in hard SF form and even in "The Sorceress in Spite of Herself" which is
pretty conventional magic-realist fare.  Surprisingly (to me, anyway)
Cadigan even indulges in real fantasist stuff in "Naming Names" and its
semi-sequel "A Deal With God."

Of course, she places these tools squarely in the hands of one of her usual
no-nonsense female protagonists.  If more fantasy had this kind of
authoritative honesty I'd be much happier.

Perhaps this variety of types and topics is Cadigan demonstrating the range
of her talent.  Perhaps it's just that she's becoming more confident in
what she can do and what of her work she wants to show off.  Either way, I
finished this book way too fast.  Now I have to be patient and wait for the
next one.

[As noted in an earlier review, Ziesing books are available from the
publisher at P.O. Box 96, Shingletown CA 96088, and at more discerning
small bookstores, if you're lucky.]

Author:     Pat Cadigan
Title:      Dirty Work
Publisher:  Mark V. Ziesing
Order Info: ISBN 0-929480-27-9
Comments:   $29.95
Date:       1993

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 23:01:28 GMT
From: donh@ihs.com (Don Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: OSCs HOMECOMING

   I see that the 3rd book in Orson Scott Card's Homecoming series is now
available.  Does it end the series or is this like all of Card's other
series where he knows how the story ends but may never get around to
writing it?

Don H

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 19:05:36 GMT
From: RAH12@psuvm.psu.edu (Roger A. Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Lost Boys

tdc@tiac.net (Terry Condren) says:
>Mark.Stackpole@launchpad.unc.edu (Mark Stackpole) wrote:

>> I found the sub-text of _Lost Boys_ very unpleasant. It is the most
>> xenophobic book I read in a long time. Every single non-LDS character in
>> _Lost Boys_ is a threat or a danger to the Mormon family and

[elaboration deleted]

>I think the "watch out for non-LDS" message is more a subjective stance
>rather than an objective statement of fact on OSC's part, and it's
>definitely not limited to Mormons.  Every religion that I've come into
>contact with from Judiasm to Catholicism to Fundamentalism to Islam has an
>us-them mentality.  Any philosophy that claims to have an the *real* truth
>must adopt an exclusionary attitude towards unbelievers/infidels/pagans,
>general, not just Mormonism (is that the correct term?) specifically.

I respectfully disagree with both of you.  First, _Lost Boys_ has both
sympathetic non-Mormons (police detective Douglas) and unsympathetic
non-Mormons (Sister LeSueur).  I would agree that most Mormons and
non-Mormons are respectively good and bad, but I think that has as much to
do with OSC's larger message of redemption (admittedly a spiritual one) as
it does with any specific intent to proselytize for the LDS faith.

Terry, I'm sympatheitic to the argument you make; I'm not agnostic, but I
think any observant person sees a lot of us - vs - them thinking in
Christian circles as well as other religious traditions.  IMO there is
*nothing* in religion, certainly not Christianity, that requires this
thought pattern rather, it's the province of the fearful within the faith.

I'm not a big S.F. reader and _Lost Boys_ is the first OSC book I've read
(in fact I never looked in this group until I read it.)  I think it's a
fine piece of work, worthy to stand with C.S. Lewis and Flannery O'Connor.

Roger A. Hunt
rah12@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 07:41:48 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: OSCs HOMECOMING

donh@ihs.com (Don Henry) writes:
>   I see that the 3rd book in Orson Scott Card's Homecoming series is now
>available.  Does it end the series or is this like all of Card's other
>series where he knows how the story ends but may never get around to
>writing it?

:) The Homecoming series was planned for the start as five or six volumes.
Scott promised to finish at least one per year, and so far he's been as
good as his word.  The fourth book, EARTHFALL, has just been delivered to
us.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 01:08:39 GMT
From: DENISEI@alcon.acu.edu (DENISE INGLIS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card: Lost Boys (spoilers)

From: Mark.Stackpole@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Mark Stackpole)
>   I found the sub-text of _Lost Boys_ very unpleasant. It is the most
>xenophobic book I read in a long time. Every single non-LDS character in
>_Lost Boys_ is a threat or a danger to the Mormon family and community.
>There is a manipulative boss, the child abuser techy-nerd, the irrational
>school teacher and several other whom I forgotten since I read the novel.
>The only sympathetic non-LDS character, the handyman, turns out to be a
>pedophile rapist and serial murderer.

I would have to disagree with this.  One "enemy" of the Fletcher family was
Sister LeSueur the manipulative woman who was a member of their
congregation.  The handyman, Bappy (short for "Baptize") was the son of a
fundamentalist preacher.  There was also Lee Weeks who was a newly
converted Mormon (albeit manic-depressive with a Messiah complex.)  For me
the subtext was more about the nastiness those of us who purport to worship
the same God do to each other.

An "us-them" attitude is common to any group of people who've ever been
persecuted whether they are Mormons, Bosnians or Native Americans.

Denise Inglis
Abilene Christian University
denisei@alcon.acu.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Books - Attanasio & Chalker & Elliott & Feist (3 msgs) &
                 Haldeman (7 msgs) & Hodgell (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 19:49:09 GMT
From: pjc@melb.bull.oz.au (Paul Carapetis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A. A. Attanasio

>   I was just wondering if there were any folks out here who have read any
> of A. A. Attanasio's work:

I read _Radix_ a few years ago and was very disappointed with it,
especially as it started so well and had me keenly interested enough that I
couldn't put he book down.  From memory, about mid-way through the book it
started to flag (for me anyway) and just got worse to the point where I had
to force myself to finish it.

I haven't read any of his other works and would be hesitant to spend money
to do so because of the above experience.  If anyone wishes to lend me any
of his works, I would give them a go :-)

Paul Carapetis
pjc@melb.bull.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 09:22:47 GMT
From: jazmyn@netcom.com (Jazmyn Concolor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Well of Souls

   Exiles at the Well of Souls is Volume 2 of the first series of 5 books.
Echoes of the Well of Souls is Volume 1 of the second series and Volume 2
of the second series has already been released. It is Shadow of the Well of
Souls.

1st series (Saga of the Well World)

Midnight at the Well of Souls
Exiles at the Well of Souls
Quest for the Well of Souls 
The Return of Nathan Brazil
Twilight at the Well of Souls

2nd series (The Watchers at the Well)

Echoes of the Well of Souls
Shadow of the Well of Souls
? (not released yet)

  There is also a RPG game based on the Well of Souls, but it is out of
print and never realy had any senerios to go with it that I could find.
The rules were sketchy and vague.  If it had been more complete and the
rules better defined, it might have been a good game.

  As for the new series, it seems odd to me that Mavra Chang would choose
to become a savage and Nathan Brazil, as usual, is a ship's captain.  I
would have figured Mavra would have been a ship's captain or even a pilot,
not Queen of the Amazons...

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 18:45:54 GMT
From: psm1@quads.uchicago.edu (patricia sayre mccoy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kate Elliott

I remember a discussion about Kate Elliott, author of _Jaran_ and its
sequels, that said she was using a pseudonym because her previous works
hadn't done very well.  Then there was an announcement that she would be
doing an autographing session late last year (1993)?  Has she made her
appearance now?  And if so, is it okay to reveal who she really is?  I
liked _Jaran_ and would be interested in her other, earlier books.  I think
someone said they were set in the same universe as _Jaran_.  Thanks to all
who reply.  If this isn't an appropriate question, just say so politely, no
flames please.  I just want to read more by an author I like.

Patricia Sayre McCoy
Cataloging Supervisor
D'Angelo Law Library
University of Chicago
psm1@midway.uchicago.edu
uclpsm1@uchimvs1.Bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 18:24:52 GMT
From: bomar@mizar.usc.edu (Jason Bomar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Note for Feist Fans

Hello fellow R. E. Feist Fans!!!!

A unique and amazing things happend to me last Thursday night, I met REF's
brother (Rob Feist) who actually lives in my apartment complex.  We were
talking about something and he mentioned that his brother was a fantasy
author and the rest is history.  He showed me a copy of Magician that his
brother gave him to proofread from (I think) 1979.  He also gave me a copy
of a computer game that is based on his books.  So we started talking about
some of his brother's projects and I gleaned the following information from
him:

1) He is definetely working on a new series involving Midkemia/Kelewan.

2) He has finished the first book and it is currently being edited, he has
   started work on the second book.

3) His role in the Empire series (which I have yet to read) has not been a
   major one.  Basically he wanted to help out Janny Wurts (a friend of
   his) and so he played a rather cursory role.

4) He is the highest paid fantasy author other than Stephen King (how King
   made it in here is beyond me).

5) He apparently got a really lucky break when Magician was published, in
   that he sent a manuscript to one of the top agents (instead of directly
   to the publisher) and the agent was so impressed that he was able to get
   him signed.  Originally Magician was to be a stand-alone book but his
   agent said that they should break it in two and publish a couple more
   (Silverthorn and Dakness).

6) Rob said that he is a really down to earth person and really a great
   guy.  He said that none of the fame has really gone to his head.  Also
   he said that he really enjoyed writing Fearie Tale (horror) and is
   thinking of writing more horror.

All in all it was an amazing chance that I met Rob (who is also a nice
fellow) and I was heartend by the news of the new series.  If anyone has
any follow-up questions/comments please resopnd via email if possible, this
newsgroup is a little too high volume and I miss things sometimes.

Jason Bomar
bomar@mizar.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 04:36:45 GMT
From: toffoli@benji.colorado.edu (Mark Toffoli)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Feist's New Book

holee@mothra.syr.edu (Vorpal Bunny(R)) writes:
>I heard that Raymond Feist will be publishing another book within the
>year, does anyone know what this will be?

It's called "Shadow of a Dark Queen". What it is about, and when it is
coming out I don't know. If you telnet to locis.loc.gov, the Library of
Congress, it shows some info about it. When they have a publish date, it
should be in there too.

Mark
toffoli@benji.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 07:39:31 GMT
From: jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Feist's New Book

toffoli@benji.Colorado.EDU (Mark Toffoli) writes:
>It's called "Shadow of a Dark Queen". What it is about, and when it is
>coming out I don't know. If you telnet to locis.loc.gov, the Library of
>Congress, it shows some info about it. When they have a publish date, it
>should be in there too.

To the best of my knowledge (gleaned from the Feist Mailing list) it will
be the first of a trilogy, set a long time after King's Buccaneer.  An
entirely new cast of major on-screen characters will star, though Pug,
Macros and/or Nakor may appear.  The trilogy is apparently about a much
more aggressive war between the Pantathian Serpent People and Everybody
Else.

Should be available in hardcover this spring or summer.

John S. Novak, III      
jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu
jsn@camelot.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 04:19:26 GMT
From: dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman

John Kim <kim@sun.lclark.edu> wrote:
>Just finished rereading Haldeman's novel, The Forever War.

Good book.  I've read it a couple of times.

>Does anyone think that TFW is anti-Heinlein? 

NO!  It may present a different view-point, or philosophical outlook than
some of Heinlein's books, but this statement makes two major mistakes, one,
that the statements made by Heinlein's characters are Heinlein's beliefs,
two that a disagreement with someone's statement of opinion is an attack on
that person.  I expect Haldeman probably read a lot of Heinlein as a youth,
and thoroughly enjoyed it.

>I've heard that it was written as a sort of antithesis of Heinlein's
>Starship Troopers.

I don't think it is an anti-thesis of ST, it speaks to different things.
It does come out with quite a different view on war, though.  Of course it
was shaped by a different war - Vietnam was a much different experience
both for the soldiers fighting it, and for the USA than was World War II.
So of course, it will be a different war story.

For a third classic "warrior" book, try John Steakley's _Armour_.  If you
liked ST and TFW, you will probably also enjoyed _Armour_.  (Maybe somebody
should release the three together as a single large volume, kind of a
twisted trilogy. :-)

David
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 14:39:12 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman

   It's been said that the difference between the "pro-war" *Starship
Troopers* and the "anti-war" *Forever War* is that Haldeman actually fought
in a war and thus knew what it was like.  But there are also similarities,
and Heinlein publically stated that he liked *Forever War*.
   Both books are primarily sympathetic to the foot soldiers who actually
put their lives on the line and antagonistic to the REMFs who get them
killed, but Heinlein's REMFs are primarily anti-war civilians and leftist
politicians, while Haldeman's are generals and rightist politicians.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 15:59:39 GMT
From: ig25@fg30.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman

John Kim (kim@lclark.edu) wrote:
>it still feels like The Forever War is an anti-war novel...wonder what
>other people think..

It is, IMHO.  While the main part of the book is fairly generic, and good,
I didn't like the "solution" at all.

Some military types think Earth, especially the industrial - military
complex, needs a war, so they start shooting the first time they encounter
somebody, with absolutely no idea what sort of enemy they are up against,
what his resources are, and wether he has the equivalent of a main battle
fleet just ready and waiting behind the next collapsar point?  Give the
military SOME credit for brains :-)

If you want a good novel from a foot soldier's point of view, read "All
Quiet on the Western Front".  I don't think it has ever been surpassed, not
by a mainstream or SF novel.

Thomas Koenig
ig25@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
ig25@dkauni2.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 15:43:09 GMT
From: GLANDIS@lerc.nasa.gov (Geoffrey A. Landis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman

Joe Haldeman has denied that Forever War was intended as an "answer" to
Starship Troopers; he said that when he wrote it, Starship Troopers had
already been adequately "answered" by Gordon Dickson's _Naked to the
Stars_.

He is also a fan of Heinlein, and would probably consider himself
misunderstood if he thought that he was in some way "anti-Heinlein" for
writing Forever War.

If you're interested in Forever War, you might want to look for his first
novel, _War Year_, which is mainstream.  You'd probably find it in the war
section of your bookstore.  And also try to get a copy of his NESFA
collection _Vietnam and Other Alien Worlds_.

Geoffrey A. Landis
(Nyma, Inc. at NASA Lewis Research Center
GLANDIS@LERC.NASA.GOV

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 16:23:41 GMT
From: cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman

Mark T Pitcavage <mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu> wrote:
>Sure, _The Forever War_ is an anti-war novel.  (Although there are some
>who don't "get" this point)

I agree, it is "anti-war".  But in this war the participants don't seem to
be fighting for anything.  It seems to be just war for war's sake. It is
analagous to the Vietnam War because the war's goals and the "objective" of
the war are never clearly defined.  Therefore, it drags on and on.  Given
the consequences of speed of light travel, the war is literally "forever".
The war is not, in the long run, about freedom or self-defense, which would
have made the context different, and maybe a war worth fighting and dying
in.

Doug Baker
cbaker@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 21:34:02 GMT
From: gadeken@strawberry.cns.udel.edu (Christian Gadeken)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman

[Comments comparing *The Forever War* with Heinlein's
*Starship Troopers* munched]

Well, all I know is this.  When Heinlein and Haldeman met at a convention
after *The Forever War* was published, Heinlein walked up to Joe, shook his
hand, and said that *The Forever War* was the best future-war novel he'd
ever read.

I think that's all that need be said...

Christian Gadeken

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 21:22:55 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman

Thomas Koenig <ig25@fg30.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de> wrote:
>If you want a good novel from a foot soldier's point of view, read "All
>Quiet on the Western Front".  I don't think it has ever been surpassed,
>not by a mainstream or SF novel.

Try reading _The Things They Carried_ by Tim O'Brien. Great Vietnam book-
great war novel, and IM(NS)HO better than _All Quiet..._.

Not even remotely SF, but a great book anyway. (Assigned reading for a
class I took on Vietnam...)

O'Brien's other stuff is very good, too. _Going After Cacchiato_ is another
great Vietnam book - though a bit strange. Sort of Catch-22-ish.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 04:39:54 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Regrets about Seeker's Mask

Last week I made a decision that I knew that I would regret: I paid $65.75
for an SF novel, P. C. Hodgell's _Seeker's Mask_.  I was right.  I do
regret it, because the book was worth it, which raises the alarming
possibility that I might have to do this again someday.

One comment about the book: I have seen nobody mention it, but it is
obvious who the other two Tyr-ridan are, isn't it?

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 16:52:20 GMT
From: erica@cc.gatech.edu (Erica Liebman Sadun)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Regrets about Seeker's Mask

Courtenay Footman <cpf@alchemy.TN.Cornell.EDU> wrote:
>One comment about the book: I have seen nobody mention it, but it is
>obvious who the other two Tyr-ridan are, isn't it?

SPOILERS ahead

Yup.  Tori: Creation and Kindrie: Preservation (which suprised me because I
thought healing was creation and leadership of the Kennies was
preservation).  Now, here are some more questions:

1. Who is Kindrie's father?  Why do I keep suspecting Ishtier?  Isn't he
Knorth?  Could he have been Ganth?  Brother/sister matings are not unheard
of.  Are there any other Knorth'im?

2. Did the "four" come into being only when the Kencyrath came to to
Rathiellien?  Are they, like the Tai'Tast gods, only artifacts of a greater
being which regards them not?

3. Of what significance is it that the "stepchild" of the planet has more
or less become part of it?  And what will happen when Jame fails to earn
right hand braids as the earth-wife's lover?

4. What is the difference between the river snake and the chaos serpent?

5. Will we see Jame and Tori (or Jame and Kindrie) become, er, more , er,
intimate?

6. What is the deal with the short stories?  What am I missing?

7. When will the next book come out?

8. Why was Marc so conspicuously absent? And does he have a future with
Brier? (I suspect he would have been a little inconvenient around the
Merrikit)

9. Jame is the Maiden, ?Iron Matriarch? is the Hag...was Jamethiel Sr. the
Mother?  What does it mean that she can see through the eyes of the maiden?

10. Why no shifters or chaotics?  Are they just lickin' their wounds right
now?

11. How can such a violent people with such a high mortality rate and such
a low birth rate live more than a generation more?  On the other hand if
they fulfill their "purpose" in this generation, then, what next?

12. Does Tori have any physical shanir markers?  Besides Hair and Claws are
there any other markers that we have seen?

13. When did the fall happen?  Was it on Rathiellien or on a previous
world?

13. One of the best things about the story is that the "plan" has gone awry
(temples unfinished, etc.) Why did the plan go awry?

14. Jame's gifts to date: 1. killing machine (senethar), 2. Far seeing
(like Tori) 3. teleportation (with the ivory knife falling over her) 4.
levitation (over roof shingles), 5. blood binding (bane, etc.) and psychic
binding too.  Fortunately, she is insecure enough to avoid classic superman
syndrome although Ashe has established that Jame is indestructible except
for the Kendar.

15. Why are people not reacting more about there being a "tyr-ridian",
"Champion" and "Fratricide" around?  (I am assuming that the fratricide is
bane - who agrees?  She could pull a twist and make it Kindrie if he is
really ganth's son)

16. How old is Kindrie? 

17. Is the knitting message arriving instantaneously at the other end?  Or
do you have to encode it and then send it?  What was the deal there?

18. What further role will Lyra play?  Also, I found it hard to discern
about Kalli - is she permanently "aged"?

19. How can Jame subdue a rathorn intent on her distruction and why does
she see herself in her dreamscape as a rathorn?

20. Will Tori ever discover sominex?

Oh well.  I've run out of questions for right now.

Erica Sadun
erica@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA20042; Wed, 16 Feb 94 08:54:56 EST
Date: Wed, 16 Feb 94 08:54:56 EST
Message-Id: <9402161354.AA20042@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #113
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Wed, 16 Feb 94 08:54:56 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #113
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 16 Feb 1994      Volume 19 : Issue 113

Today's Topics:

	  Books - Hogan (2 msgs) & Kay (2 msgs) & Kress & Rawn &
                  Rosenberg & Shiner & Sterling (3 msgs) &
                  Stith (2 msgs) & Zelazny

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 14:43:03 GMT
From: irs@panix.com (Ian Strock)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James P. Hogan: where have you gone?

Hogan's newest is a short novel (actually novella length) called "Out of
Time" published by Bantam in 1993 (I started reading it on the subway this
morning).

Ian Randal Strock
Associate Editor
Analog & Asimov's SF Mags

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 21:53:35 GMT
From: WFL4468@tntech.edu (Department of Redundancy Department)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James P. Hogan: where have you gone?

I don't know much about James P. Hogan's recent work, but I can assure you
that he's alive and well.  He sat right behind me during a panel at
Chattacon in February.

Bill
wfl4468@tntech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 00:18:40 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

I enjoyed _Tigana_, on the whole, but I thought it was awfully unfocused.
Not as much so as the Fionavar trilogy (which had a kind of kitchen-sink
quality to it), but still enough to detract from its impact.  The story of
Brandin and Dianora is very strong, and for me the other characters (except
for Sandor and Tommaso) were merely distractions.  I was tempted to skip
chapters dealing with Devin, in particular.

What function does Devin serve in this story?  Catriona is a reflection or
alter-ego of Dianora (especially in the scenes where each dives into the
water) and is presumably supposed to illuminate Dianora's choices, but what
does Devin do?  He almost seems to be along for the ride, yet a substantial
part of the book is given to him.  (I'm not asking what important actions
he performed in the plot; rather, why was it necessary to introduce him
rather than having, say, Baern do those actions?)

I always feel as though Kay puts his books together by tossing in whatever
appeals to him at the time.  Many of the individual bits are brilliant, but
there's not a lot of consideration given as to whether they belong in the
same story.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 09:43:49 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

Mary K. Kuhner (mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu) wrote:
>What function does Devin serve in this story?  Catriona is a reflection or
>alter-ego of Dianora (especially in the scenes where each dives into the
>water) and is presumably supposed to illuminate Dianora's choices, but
>what does Devin do?

Oddly, Devin is one of the reasons I LIKE Tigana. it's not very often you
get a main character in fantasy who is just really an ordinary person.
Devin's only link with the plot (the plot in the book, not the plot of the
book) is that he's from Tigana. he's not a long-lost prince or
what-have-you, he's just a person with a talent for music and a very
inquisitive mind (plus a high libido of course ;-)).

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 01:28:06 GMT
From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THE ALIENS OF EARTH by Nancy Kress

		    THE ALIENS OF EARTH by Nancy Kress
	 Arkham House, ISBN 0-87054-166-8, 1993, 327pp, US$20.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   This book of eighteen stories is Nancy Kress's second collection.  (The
first, TRINITY AND OTHER STORIES, was published in 1985 by Bluejay and is
out of print.)  This one includes the two Hugo-nominated stories "And Wild
for to Hold" and "The Mountain to Mohammed."  (They were both nominated for
Best Novelette for 1990, and when "The Mountain to Mohammed" won, Kress was
presented with a button that read, "I lost the Hugo to Nancy Kress.")

   All but one of the stories in THE ALIENS OF EARTH share one common
element: they take place on Earth (hence the title).  Beyond that they
range from horror ("To Scale" and "Philippa's Hands") to fantasy
("Spillage") to straight science fiction ("People Like Us" and "The
Mountain to Mohammed").  Though no medical training is listed in Kress's
biographical data, many of her stories deal with disease and the medical
profession: "Inertia" has the victims of a disfiguring plague in a
quarantine camp; "The Mountain to Mohammed" deals with the allocation of
medical care in the future "Cannibals" looks at the dying-off of an alien
species; "In Memoriam" examines a new treatment for the elderly.  Time
travel and parallel worlds are also common themes ("The Price of Oranges"
and "And Wild for to Hold").  "The Battle of Long Island" combines the two,
being a story of parallel worlds told in the setting of a battlefield
hospital.

   My personal favorite is "The Price of Oranges," but all the stories are
excellent examples of how we are the "aliens of earth."  I recommend this
collection.

   (Note: Kress's BEGGARS IN SPAIN has just been released in paperback by
AvoNova.  I recommend that as well.)

Anthology:  The Aliens of Earth
Author:     Nancy Kress
City:       New York
Date:       1993
Publisher:  Arkham House
Comments:   hardback, US$20.95
Order Info: ISBN 0-87054-166-8
Pages:      327pp

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com
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Date: 14 Feb 94 08:38:44 GMT
From: mark@traceyanne.brisnet.org.au (Mark Looi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

lillyp@tuzo.erin (Lilly Posarac) writes:
>The only annoying thing so far has already been mentioned: all the
>characters are so bloody perfect!!! Beautiful, strong, ambitious etc.

Don't worry.  The characters do develop much more realistic traits as the
books progress.

>How is the second series (no spoilers please!!) compared to the first?

On the whole, better.  The characters become much more real (and I know
there are some who disagree with me - we've had this discussion by e-mail
before, but this is just IMHO) and the story-lines are more involved.  The
hardest part is remembering who's who.

>Is Rawn planning anything more dealing with this world?

Not immediately.  Well, not as of last May anyway, which was when I last
received a letter from her.  Rawn's next two books are [quote on] "in a
completely different universe.  No critters, but lots of magic."  [quote
off]

She also says she "may do something with Jihan's generation" (if you
haven't read the second series I won't spoil it for you by saying anymore),
and "will almost certainly do a 'prequel'".

Mark Looi
mark@traceyanne.brisnet.org.au
mlooi@fit.qut.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 20:10:45 GMT
From: cm685@cleveland.freenet.edu (Leo Hodges)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Fans of Joel Rosenberg

Joel Rosenberg, best known for his "Guardians of the Flame" fantasy series,
has a new paperback novel out.  It's titled HOUR OF THE OCTOPUS and is a
sequel to Mr. Rosenberg's D'SHAI.  HOUR OF THE OCTOPUS, like D'SHAI, is a
fantasy/murder mystery.

Leo

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 00:18:04 GMT
From: wex@media.mit.edu (Alan Miburi-san Wexelblat)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: GLIMPSES

				 Glimpses
			       by Lew Shiner
		 Review Copyright (c) 1994 Alan Wexelblat

The following is a true story: Once upon a time, there was a young man
whose talents in the world included the ability to bring forth stories that
no one else could hear.  He heard these stories and recorded them, despite
the opposition of his family, as best he could.  He found friends who
believed in him and who encouraged him.  But in the end, the pain and
struggle to produce the stories proved to be too much and he decided the
stories were not worth his life.  He no longer makes stories.

In one version of the universe "he" is Lewis Shiner - my friend and the
author of GLIMPSES.  In another universe "he" is Ray Shackleford, a
down-on-his-luck electronics repairman who one day discovers that he can
somehow imagine into being music that never existed - like the original
intended version of the Beatles' "Long and Winding Road."  Any similarities
between the two universes is purely intentional.

It takes immense talent to write about one's life in a way that is
interesting to others, especially to people who don't know you.  I mean,
let's face it: our private tragedies and triumphs really don't mean much to
other people.  But to take a life and transform it into an honest public
examination takes a form of talent and courage I can't even begin to
imagine.

This is what Shiner has done with GLIMPSES.  It is largely
autobiographical, and it is at the same time a novel of surpassing power
and emotional impact.  It chronicles one man's reaction to the sudden death
of his father, to the breakup of his marriage and to his ongoing
fascination with the music and musicians of the 60s.

Those of you who have read DESERTED CITIES OF THE HEART, Shiner's second
novel, will remember the 'time-travel to meet dead musician' scene.  In
that book, it is left up to the reader to determine if the time travel ever
took place, or was all in the head of the protagonist.  In GLIMPSES, Shiner
seems to be saying that the trips really do happen.  Certainly they leave
lasting impressions on the modern world, in the form of "bootlegs" of music
which didn't exist before.

But mostly they leave impressions on the body and psyche of Ray
Shackleford, whose trips into the past of music parallel his attempts to
travel into the past of his marriage and his relationship with his father.
In the one case, he comes back with new music by the Doors, Jimi Hendrix,
and the Beach Boys.  In the other case he comes back with new
understandings of his father and himself.

The book is powerful, phenomenally well-written, and almost impossible to
find in bookstores.  Morrow has done all of us a disservice by effectively
burying this work of genius.  I advise you all to hunt up copies where ever
you can.

The fact that the British police have recently reopened an inquiry into the
cause of death of Jimi Hendrix is completely coincidental.  I think.

Author:     Lew Shiner
Title:      Glimpses
Publisher:  Morrow
Order Info: ISBN 0-688-12411-9
Comments:   $21.00
Date:       1993

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 00:17:57 GMT
From: wex@media.mit.edu (Alan Miburi-san Wexelblat)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review of Bruce Sterling's GLOBALHEAD

				Globalhead
			     by Bruce Sterling
		 Review Copyright (c) 1994 Alan Wexelblat

OK, maybe someone other than Bruce Sterling could have written a story
titled "Are You For 86?"  Rudy Rucker comes to mind.  But pair that
bizarrely funny adventure of Leggy Starlitz with the heartache of "Dori
Bangs" and you've got a combination unique to Bruce Sterling.

GLOBALHEAD is a collection of thirteen Sterling stories, all of which have
been printed elsewhere before though a couple - like "We See Things
Differently," have only appeared in odd places (SEMIOTEXT(E) SF in that
case).  The stories date from 1985 to 1991, mostly from '89, '90 and '91.

I should at this point remind readers who haven't heard of me before that
(a) Bruce is a friend of mine and I'm therefore somewhat biased in
reviewing his work, and (b) I hate reviews of collections where the
reviewer felt that s/he had to say something about each story.

So with that in mind, I will say that this story does nothing to dispel my
belief that Sterling truly excels at the short story form.  He rarely
wastes words and the impact of his stories is undeniable.  He treats
standard American themes like rock and roll with the same intensity as he
treats Islamic religious futurism or Soviet retro drug trips.

Unlike his previous short story collection, this one is not organized
topically; rather the stories seem interspersed short with long to give the
reader a break.  That's probably about the only organization possible with
stories that range from straight-up hard science to acerbic postmodernist
to satirical social commentary (go Leggy!)  I had to restrain myself from
reading straight through, though - it's that enjoyable.

Lastly, three words about Mark V. Zeising: buy his books.  Mark is another
friend, and one of the finest small-press publishers in the business.  He
produces a number of books like this one - work by well-known authors that
aren't available anywhere else.  His catalog is a treasurehouse of useful
and fun reviews of the books he prints (many) and stocks from other
publishers (quite a few).  Write to him at PO Box 76, Shingletown, CA,
96088 or catch him at any of the dozen or so cons he attends every year.

Author:     Bruce Sterling
Title:      Globalhead
Publisher:  Mark V. Zeising
Order Info: ISBN 0-929480-69-4
Comments:   $29.95
Date:       1992

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 15:17:38 GMT
From: jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com (Joel Finkle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review of Bruce Sterling's GLOBALHEAD

OK, it may be a great book by a great author, but almost $30 for a short
story collection is prohibitive.  When's the paperback?

Other small presses, such as Wildside, Axolotl and the incredibly shrinking
Pulphouse have eased this cost by frequently offering trade papers along
with the hardcovers.  While these trade papers are expensive as paperbacks
go, it's quite a bit more accessible to me.

Joel Finkle
Searle R&D
jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 17:34:54 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review of Bruce Sterling's GLOBALHEAD

If you like short stories these days, you'd better be prepared to shell out
the money for hardbacks. While a writer like Bruce Sterling is likely to
have his collections picked up by a paperback house (as his last collection
was), many other writers are not.  Will Pat Cadigan's collections see
paperback?  Terry Bisson's?  John Kessel's?  Michael Swanwick's?  It's a
sad fact, but many short story collections won't sell enough to get a
paperback printing.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 17:16:36 GMT
From: stoutepf@chemsci1.es.dupont.com (Pieter Stouten)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John E. Stith: _Memory Blanks_

Matthew Smyth <gambit@leland.stanford.edu> wrote:
>Examine _Memory Blank_.  Ironically enough, my mind's a blank on the
>author.
>
>The whole story is based around a man, his personal communicator (with I),
>and a murder mystery he has to solve after he's been mind-wiped.  Of
>course, he mysteriously told his Communicator to wipe _its_ memory too...
>
>Good story, pretty good writing.

_Memory Blanks_ is written by John E Stith. It is good, but he has written
better books, specifically _Deep Quarry_, _Redshift Rendezvous_ and, most
recently _Manhatten Transfer_. He is one of those rare authors that get
their physics right and also tell very good stories. Compare e.g _Redshift
Rendezvous_ with _Time Master_ by Bob Forward, that I had the misfortune to
read recently and you see what I mean. RR deals with faster than light
travel and TM with time travel so there are inherent differences. Stith,
however, tells a very good (mystery) story and the implications of his
flavour of FTL travel are presented in a natural fashion, while Forward is
giving a lecture rather than writing a story.  If I had known TM had a
summary at the end of the book I could ( but probably would not :-) ) have
avoided reading the rest of the book.

Anyway, I can recommend John Stith to anybody who likes (at times humorous)
hard mystery/SF stories. I would rank order his books as follows.

_Deep Quarry_          (hilarious)
_Redshift Rendezvous_  ("hardest" SF and very good story)
_Manhatten Transfer_
_Memory Blanks_
_Scapescope_
_Death Tolls_

Pieter Stouten
Du Pont Merck Pharmaceutical Company
stoutepf@chemsci1.es.dupont.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 07:21:05 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John E. Stith: _Memory Blanks_

I disagree with Pieter in that I enjoyed _Memory Blank_ much more than I
did _Deep Quarry_.  _Redshift Rendezvous_ was good too, but a little
strange.

I really liked the character of Vincent in _Memory Blank_.  (Vincent's not
a human - he's the computer/communicator).  His warped sense of humor is
quite similar to my own.  :-)

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 16:37:52 GMT
From: mf130@yorick.umd.edu (Bob Sullivan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Zelazny novel

I saw the new Roger Zelazny hardback in the store the other day (title:
_Wilderness_, I think.)  (Well, okay, he co-wrote it with somebody else
whose name I can't recall off the top of my head...)  Has anybody read it
yet?  

Bob Sullivan
mf130@yorick.umd.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Tepper & Turtledove (3 msgs) & Vance (2 msgs) &
                  Wingrove (2 msgs) & Quantum Leap Novels (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 15:24:44 GMT
From: bunting@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu (Laura Bunting)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

>>   True Game series: (F)
>>      The Song of Mavin Manyshaped
>>      The Flight of Mavin Manyshaped
>>      The Search of Mavin Manyshaped
>>   *  King's Blood Four
>>   *  Necromancer Nine
>>   *  Wizard's Eleven
>>      Jinian Footseer
>>      Jinian Dervish Daughter
>>      Jinian Star-Eye
>>
>>Anybody have any opinion on these?  I read the middle three
>
>I only read Jinian Footseer, Dervish Daughter, and Jinian Star-Eye.  Of
>the three, the last one was my favorite.  I read them all one after
>another, and found Star-Eye to be an exciting and poignant conclusion to
>the events in the trilogy.

I've read all nine a considerable number of times and would have to place
them on my list of favourites.  They are listed above in correct (more or
less) chronological order, and I think they're best read that way.

The first three wear a might bit thin in places, but are overall a really
good read, they held me riveted every time I've read them, and I've worn
the covers off them, to give you an idea of how often I've read them.  They
focus mainly on a Shifter (Mavin Manyshaped) and the events of her life,
and bring in Peter, upon whom the second trillogy focuses.

The third is about Jinian (obviously) who happens to be Peter's 'true love'
though for the first part of the book, they've never met.

The whole series has interesting moralistic overtones. I think Tepper's
trying to do something with the morals of how you treat someone that is
'soulless'.  It shows up very strongly in all three trilogies. But she
manages to not preach at the same time.

Anyway, I'm rambling now... I'd definitely suggest going out for the other
two sets if you liked the middle one.

Laura Bunting
lkb50902@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 08:40:53 GMT
From: snorton@netcom.com (Scott Norton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Turtledove's Agent of Byzantium

David Empey (dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu) wrote:
>pcrxs@nasagiss.giss.nasa.gov (Robert B. Schmunk) writes:
>>A new Baen edition of Harry Turtledove's AGENT OF BYZANTIUM just appeared
>>at the bookstore. I've got a copy of the edition that came out a few
>>years and figured I could ignore the new one, until I noticed that the
>>new one has a big "Expanded!" on the cover. A cursory glance reveals that
>>there is a new preface by Turtledove.  I'm wondering if that's all that's
>>been added or if anyone's noticed any other differences.
>
>I think they added one new story, about the invention of the labor union,
>more or less.

   It's been awhile now, but I think that Harry Turtledove said at Mythcon
in 1992 that there were two more Agent of Byzantium stories that had been
written than had appeared in the original version.  I would hope that these
were both included in the expanded edition.
   Of course, I'd rather have seen a whole new bookful of AoB, but since
Turtledove's one of the hottest writers these days, I think that he has
other fish to fry.  Not that I won't be content to read whatever he writes.
By the way, I understand that _Guns of the South_ made the preliminary
Nebula ballot - Turtledove fans cross your fingers, and remember him if you
cast a Hugo nomination.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 16:14:07 GMT
From: pcrxs@nasagiss.giss.nasa.gov (Robert B. Schmunk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Turtledove's Agent of Byzantium

cwrea@tuzo.erin (Chris W. Rea) wrote:
> How old is this book? I've not heard of it.

AGENT OF BYZANTIUM was originally in hardback by Congdon & Weed in 1987.
The first paperback edition was printed by Worldwide in 1988.

> I've read a number of other Turtledove books, including Noninterference,
> A World Of Difference, and Earthgrip, and enjoyed them all thoroughly,
> but I haven't read many others. Are there any books in particular missing
> from the aforementioned titles that I should urgently be seeking? :-)

Other Turtledove books to look for are:

A DIFFERENT FLESH (Congdon & Weed 1988) is a so-so collection of stories
   all set in one alternate timeline, but it contains the excellent "And So
   to Bed...". Since ADF seems only to have come out in hardback, you can
   look for "ASTB..." in the collection KALEIDOSCOPE.

THE GUNS OF THE SOUTH: A NOVEL OF THE CIVIL WAR (Ballantine 1992, 1993) you
   presumably know about.

WORLDWAR: IN THE BALANCE (Ballantine 1994) is a very good read, but is the
   first book in what I understand will be a four-volume serial novel. This
   is particularly unfortunate as the book does not end at a particularly
   clean breakpoint, and Ballantine does absolutely nothing to warn the
   reader that there are sequels a-coming.

DEPARTURES (Ballanitne 1993) is a good collection.

There's also the various Videssos books. I enjoyed the first four books he
set on that world, but after reading the first Krispos book, I didn't
bother with the rest.

rbs

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 21:34:41 GMT
From: pcrxs@nasagiss.giss.nasa.gov (Robert B. Schmunk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Turtledove's Agent of Byzantium

snorton@netcom.com (Scott Norton) wrote:
> By the way, I understand that _Guns of the South_ made the preliminary
> Nebula ballot - Turtledove fans cross your fingers, and remember him if
> you cast a Hugo nomination.

Don't bother. I won't pretend to understand the Nebula qualification rules
(I wonder how many people could), but GUNS OF THE SOUTH is a 1992
publication and probably no longer qualifies for the Hugo.

And since the topic came up, could someone explain the rules for Nebula
nomination qualifications?

Robert B. Schmunk
NASA/Goddard Institute
2880 Broadway
New York, NY 10025 USA

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 14:36:34 GMT
From: kvyverma@vnet3.vub.ac.be
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jack Vance info?

Since messages about Jack Vance seem to be extremely scarce on this list, I
feel forced to ask the following: is the man still alive, and if so, what's
he up to???

Koen Vyverman
Astrophysical Institute
Brussels Free University

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 18:36:22 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance info?

Jack Vance is indeed alive and working on a new work for Tor.  It proceeds
slowly because his eyesight is failing.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 20:43:08 GMT
From: kspence@racine.ccs.itd.umich.edu (Lester Kenyatta Spence)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Wingrove's 'Chung Kuo' novels

  I have read all of the Chung Kuo works so far, and although I see a few
flaws, I think it compares very favorably with DUNE, and FOUNDATION (the
two best science fiction series that I have read).  Maybe the writing style
doesn't fit you write NOW.  If you don't really have the time to try to
read it again, don't sweat it, but I remember that it took me over 10 years
to read THE SILMARILLION.  Maybe if you finally are able to get into it,
you'll find that it was worth it.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 01:42:36 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Wingrove's 'Chung Kuo' novels

Chad C. D'Amour Orzel <oilcan@wam.umd.edu> wrote:
>Dan Austin <daustin@news.NeoSoft.com> wrote:
>>I just finished reading the 4th of Wingrove's 'Chung Kuo' books, 'The
>>Stone Within'. I have enjoyed this series and wondered if any of you
>>net-folk had read them and had opinions. While I don't find Wingrove's
>>City Earth all that believable, if you grant its initial premise, the
>>rest flows nicely. This is one of the few long series where it appears
>>that the

Yes, I too had to work actively on suspending disbelief so that I could
swallow the premises of this story. A city built of superlight materials
that covers the entire Earth many stories deep?  Well, maybe.. gulp. But a
Chinese culture that is not only renascent but, that despite its three
thousand years history to the contrary, suddenly turns aggressive and
conquers the entire Earth, wipes out Africa, and rewrites history so that
Rome was conquered by the Han, and all of Western history never happened?
...choke.  I prefer to read the Chung Kuo novels as being based on an
alternate history. Given that, they're engrossing.

>>I haven't seen any discussion of them here and so I wondered if they were
>>literata non grata or what.

>I don't know about "literata non grata," but there were some comments a
>while back re: a couple of very nasty sex scenes that were... less than
>flattering about the books (the phrase "pornographic trash" sticks in my
>mind), but then that damn "Covenant, rapist" thread has resurfaced so
>we know we have some finite non-zero number of net.prudes out there...

I don't see how objecting to grossly sadistic sex that consists of
literally ripping a woman open from rectum to navel is "prudery". It
certainly came close to deterring me from reading any more of these books,
and I can certainly understand why others might not want to read Chung Kuo
at all.  However, these novels are not pornography, if one takes serious
literary intent as being inconsistent with pornography. The sadistic scenes
(which don't recurr in the later volumes, thank heaven) are there to make a
point. I think the point of the scene in question was to make sure that we
understand that De Vore is a figure of unmitigated evil. In a novel full of
greys, he's entirely black.

It is one of the troublesome--and yet fascinating--features of Chung Kuo's
universe that, despite initial impressions, it is not a universe of moral
relativism. Moral relativism requires that there be no clear good _or_
evil--but Chung Kuo has a devil, and it's De Vore. Even the name is
satanic: DeVore=Devour=Devourer (doesn't De Vore declare somewhere that he
will "eat" the world?). I think that the real theme of the Chung Kuo novels
is redemption from evil; the question that Wingrove is asking is whether
evil men can turn from their course and become good (or maybe just better),
and he is asking this question about both individuals and about society.

It's true that the good people are pretty much "bit players"; power
corrupts as well in Chung Kuo's world as in ours. Kim certainly is an
exception in one sense, in that he seems to be pretty thoroughly good but,
of course he has no power. (And I'm really getting tired of seeing him
victimized; I wish he'd marry Jelka Tolonen so she would protect him,
already!). Seriously, I look forward to the relationship between Kim and
Jelka developing further in the coming books; I think it's one of the few
hopeful strands in this world. The younger Lever is, similarly, powerless
but good.

>I've read the books, and I'll agree with you as to the impressively
>complex plotting. Also, I thought it was pretty well done in that both
>sides of the struggle are made up of complete SOB's (the usual sf tendency
>being to have the "good guys" be nice and lovable while the "bad guys" are
>vile).

I think it's a bit too simplistic to say that both sides are equally SOB's.
For example don't you think there's a difference between Wang Sau-leyan and
Li Yuan? Li does what he thinks he has to - he doesn't enjoy cruelty; Wang
is quite different in this regard.

>But there's something in Wingrove's writing that drags - it makes the
>story go more slowly than it needs to, or at least seem to go slow. Part
>of this is that the story itself is kind of idea-driven - lots of pages of
>characters expounding upon various philosophies. But it seems to me that
>there's something else there too, that I can't really define.

Yes, I would describe Chung Kuo as "cerebral". Some people don't like that
sort of thing; I do.

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 04:02:07 GMT
From: sallylb@netcom.com (Sally Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: QL:  book

rck1@midway.uchicago.edu writes:
>Speaking of the novels, I'm still curious to know (assuming _Starlog's_
>reporting is accurate) why Ashley McConnell bases her "it's Sam's *mind*
>that's leaping" theory seemingly on the basis of one unproduced episode
>(the baby one), despite the many aired episodes that point to the contrary
>("Blind Faith," "Pool Hall Blues," "The Wrong Stuff," "Nowhere to Run," to
>name a few).

That's a really good question. I do hope someone will ask her that during
her appearances at Quantum Con '94.

(I expect to be too busy running amok and going insane to actually attend
any panels, so I can't ask this myself)

Sally Smith
(510)790-0608
sallylb@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 20:17:33 GMT
From: rck1@ellis.uchicago.edu (roberta chi-woon kwong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: QL:  book

aa811@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Terri M. Librande) writes:
>I think that Ashley told me once that her 'mind' theory is based on 8 1/2
>months - where he was actually carrying the baby and then nearly went
>through the birth process. That's a pretty strong argument for the 'soul'
>theory, I think.

The episode "8 1/2 Months" is very, very ambiguous on the whole mind/body
leaping aspect. It can be interpreted practically both ways. Me, I lean
more towards the "body" theory in that episode (even disregarding, for the
moment, the number of other episodes which state the "body leaping" thing
much more clearly).

(SPOILERS for "8 1/2 Months")

Note:

Sam doesn't feel the effects of the pregancy right away. Even when he
finally begins to, it is only gradually. In fact, he has no idea Billie
Jean is pregnant until he looks in the mirror. If he'd leaped into Billie
Jean's *body*, I'm sure he would have noticed the sudden extra weight of a
nearly full-term pregnancy!

As for Sam feeling the symptoms, the brainwave-crossing theory (seen in
other episodes) explains it quite nicely.

The medical staff in the Project's Waiting Room has to halt Billie Jean's
labor.

Sam doesn't actually go through the birth process. In the delivery room, Al
reports that the baby has disappeared from the Waiting Room, from Billie
Jean's womb...which it couldn't have done if Billie Jean's body (and hence
the baby) is still in the past.

Taking other epsisodes back into account:

Sam and Al actually discuss the whole body vs. mind thing during
"8 1/2 Months." According to theory, it's still Sam's body that's
leaping. The whole bit with Sam feeling the symptoms has them 
somewhat worried about this theory, but
   a) it's the first time a brainwave-crossing occurs,
      so they are understandably unfamiliar with it, and
   b) it wouldn't have taken this many leaps for Sam to
      realize just *whose* body he's in - the leapee's
      or his own.

>Also, I think that's what Ashley meant by the 'baby' episode.

The "baby episode" referred to in the _Starlog_ article (Feb. 1994) is
described as an unfinished story idea in which Sam leaps into a baby. The
show's writers were wondering whether or not it would be necessary to build
oversize sets in order to make everything fit, since the discrepancy
between what the viewer sees (Sam) and what the others in the leap see (the
baby) is so considerable.

There's probably a good reason why this story idea was never finished, and
I was wondering why Ms. McConnell (reportedly) cites this as an argument
for the "mind leaping" theory, when there are many finished episodes that
state otherwise.

Just IMHO.

Robin C. Kwong

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 18:11:17 GMT
From: accdah@vaxa.hofstra.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Quantum Leap...Oops!

I probably missed it the first time it happened, but I've started the third
book _The Wall_ in the Quantum Leap series.  The inconsistency from the tv
show makes my skin crawl.  In the show, Sam has shown that he does not
share any disabilities or weaknesses his hosts have.  For example, walking
when in the Vietnam vet who had lost his legs, having a grown man's
strength in the body of a ten year old boy, or seeing in the body of a
blind pianist.

On the other hand, in the books, he has been limited by his host's bodies.
In the first book, his host has suffered irreparable damage that limits
movement and strength.  In the third book, he is in the body of a six year
old girl.  The scene that inspired this post (or why I need to vent my
spleen) is Sam is being picked on by a bully boy.  It would have done my
heart good to read about the expression on that boy's face when Sam (as a
6-year-old girl) knocked him on his ass.

Anyone else feel either way about it?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Books - Walter Jon Williams (19 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 15:18:23 GMT
From: larso@wmute.trillium.se (Lars Olofsson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: W.J.Williams: Days of Atonement (SPOILERS)

I deeply recommend Walter Jon Williams 'Days of Atonement' for anyone who
is interested in a really well written sf mystery novel.

(SPOILER ALERT below)

I really liked the physics in the book; Williams has the ability to make us
believe in what is going on, and all the technology feels real.  We have
all heard (?) of Schrodinger's Cat, but now we have Williams' John Doe :-)

I felt that the book sf-elements were there to allow for a slightly changed
world setting, and some new technology, only necessary to allow some plot
elements. The setting could almost have been contemporary. Anyone who has
an idea of when the novel is supposed to take place ? 2010 ? Loren's
brother Jerry served in Vietnam if I remember correctly.

The ending is superb, and really unexpected. Although I could guess the
Loren2 copying, I didn't anticipate the death of the protagonist.

And there is nothing in the book that is black-and-white. Our 'hero' is
really an awful person. All the sermons fit perfectly with his own sins.

Is this novel really about religion or is it about physics, or is Williams
only out to entertain us? Something which he really succeeds at BTW.

And no lose ends, even though the plot is really complex, with quite a few
subplots.

All in all highly recommended. Too bad you ignored the SPOILER ALERT above
if you hasn't read the book yet.

Lars Olofsson
Gothenburg, Sweden

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 20:42:34 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: W.J.Williams: Days of Atonement (SPOILERS)

_Days of Atonement_ is a novel with a rare achievement in science fiction:
a truly realized main character.  The "hero" is a believable and very
unpleasant human being.  Even tossing aside all of the novel's other
strengths, this alone should make people rush out to buy the book.

(But they won't, because too many sf readers don't care about
characterization.  So I'll throw in something else: there's a good fight
scene at the end)

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 07:42:22 GMT
From: wilcoxb@cs.colorado.edu (Bryce Wilcox)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: W.J.Williams: Days of Atonement (SPOILERS)

Mark T Pitcavage <mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu> wrote:
>_Days of Atonement_ is a novel with a rare achievement in science fiction:
>a truly realized main character.  The "hero" is a believable and very
>unpleasant uman being.  Even tossing aside all of the novel's other
>strengths , this aloneshould make people rush out to buy the book.
>
>(But they won't, because too many sf readers don't care about
>characterization.  So I'll throw in something else: there's a good fight
>scene at the end)

Perhaps I'm showing my SF-fan-anti-characterization prejudice here but I
was a mite disappointed after the end of this novel.  While I admit to
enjoying the characterization and plot more almost than I can remember in
an SF book (note: the next well-characterized book I can think of is also
W.J. Williams - _Aristos_, but I think that characterization fails at the
critical point) I found myself detached from the conflict by the end.
Granted that the protagonist did not have the best of motivations, I
*still* think that WJW could have done a better job of making me care about
the outcome of the conflict.  I guess it was when the faceless, nameless,
personalityless antagonist went ahead and *died* faceless, etc..  I don't
recall a single word of dialogue from the big fight scene at the end.

Bryce
wilcoxb@cs.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 10:24:46 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: W.J.Williams: Days of Atonement (SPOILERS)

Bryce, although the tenor of my previous post might have led you to think I
believed otherwise, actually I agree with you about the fight scene in Days
of Atonement, and its relative worth.  I don't care for it very much, nor
did I particularly like the fight scene in _Aristoi_ (which seemed even
more out of place).  I brought up the latter with Walter Jon Williams on
GEnie and not surprisingly, he liked the fight scene much better than I
did. :)

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 19:52:04 GMT
From: Andrew.T.Natenshon@dartmouth.edu (Andrew T. Natenshon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Walter Jon Williams

I recently read Aristoi by Williams, I enjoyed it a lot and was wondering
what else he has written that is interesting. Also is he planning a sequel
to Aristoi ?

Thanks.

Drew

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 18:25:40 GMT
From: eubanks@astro.ocis.temple.edu (Marcus Eubanks)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: W.J.Williams: Days of Atonement (SPOILERS)

I found the end of _Days of Atonement_ extraordinarily disappointing.  It
may be just me, but I came away from the last forty pages or so with only
one word going through my mind: "What?"

It felt to me like he got tired of it, and wanted to wrap it up as quickly
as possible.

Marcus Eubanks
Temple Unversity School of Medicine
Philadelphia, PA  USA 
eubanks@astro.ocis.temple.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 20:54:40 GMT
From: markg@ichips.intel.com (Mark Gonzales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: W.J.Williams: Days of Atonement (SPOILERS)

eubanks@astro.ocis.temple.edu (Marcus Eubanks) writes:
>I found the end of _Days of Atonement_ extraordinarily disappointing.
>It may be just me, but I came away from the last forty pages or so with
>only one word going through my mind: "What?"

Up until when the car crashed into the house, I was thinking what a great
novel this is. Then the 'hero' went on this totally unmotivated Hollywood
style rampage.

Argh! WJW blew it - maybe the ending fight/rampage sequence was to ensure
he sold the movie rights? The book would make a great movie though.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 00:54:24 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams

Aristoi is, in my opinion, by far the best thing Williams has ever written.
While the plot took a while to get moving, the characters were interesting.
Also, the world portrayed in the book was very compelling; even the
language kept resonating: mataglap nano, for instance. It just _sounds_
like very BAD stuff...

While I enjoyed the book very much, something bothered me while I was
reading it: I had a persistent feeling of deja vu. I kept thinking that I
mild spoiler follows...

Had read this before. What was familiar to me was the situation: a culture
hero who turns up alive, and is revealed as a traitor and a deadly danger
to the culture that he founded. I've wracked my brain, but I can't think of
any other science fiction book that I could have read (and forgotten) to
produce this sense of deja vu. Can anybody help me out?

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 02:54:43 GMT
From: jlr@world.std.com (John L Redford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams

Andrew.T.Natenshon@DARTMOUTH.EDU (Andrew T. Natenshon) writes:
>I recently read Aristoi by Williams, I enjoyed it a lot and was wondering
>what else he has written that is interesting. Also is he planning a sequel
>to Aristoi ?

I haven't heard any talk of a sequel, and I think it would be difficult.
Williams does an extraordinary job of portraying someone who is effectively
a god, but there's an inevitable distancing involved that only gets worse
as the character becomes more powerful.  The sequel could be told from
someone else's point of view, though.  It might be interesting to see how
the ordinary people of this setting manage to revolt against the benign but
autocratic Aristoi.

As for other works, I highly recommend his short story collection,
"Facets".  The stories "Side-Effects" and "Dinosaurs" are classics.  You
should also try his comic novels "House of Shards" and "The Crown Jewels".
He's written a number of cybery novels, but the protagonists tend to be on
the brutal side.

John Redford
jlr@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 19:23:20 GMT
From: larso@wmute.trillium.se (Lars Olofsson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: W.J.Williams: Days of Atonement (SPOILERS)

wilcoxb@cs.colorado.edu (Bryce Wilcox) writes:
>Perhaps I'm showing my SF-fan-anti-characterization prejudice here but I
>was a mite disappointed after the end of this novel.  While I admit to
>enjoying the characterization and plot more almost than I can remember in
>an SF book (note: the next well-characterized book I can think of is also
>W.J. Williams - _Aristos_, but I think that characterization fails at the
>critical point) I found myself detached from the conflict by the end.
>Granted that the protagonist did not have the best of motivations, I
>*still* think that WJW could have done a better job of making me care
>about the outcome of the conflict.  I guess it was when the faceless,
>nameless, personalityless antagonist went ahead and *died* faceless, etc..
>I don't recall a single word of dialogue from the big fight scene at the
>end.

I almost agree with you. The 'big' fight scene was somewhat predictable,
and was in such a sharp contrast to the rest of the book, which features
very little violence. I don't remember much of the fighting, it is the rest
of the book that made an impression on me. And that the antagonist was able
to escape the ambush was extremly cheap. It felt more like a movie than a
novel at the end.

Lars Olofsson
Gothenburg, Sweden

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 18:48:23 GMT
From: mce@halcyon.com (Brian McElhinney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams

jlr@world.std.com (John L Redford) wrote:
> You should also try his comic novels "House of Shards" and "The Crown
> Jewels".

Highly recommended.  The next best thing to another "Vorkosigan Adventure"!

Will there ever be another Drake Maijstral adventure?  I hope so, but I'm
starting to wonder if Divertimenti pays well enough.  The first two came
out about a year apart, and it's been over five years since...

Brian McElhinney
mce@halcyon.com 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 23:02:31 GMT
From: landin@cherokee.nsuok.edu (Mark Landin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams

He's also written 'Hardwired', 'Knight Moves', 'The Crown Jewels', 'Angel
Station', and 'Days of Atonement'. IMO, 'Hardwired' was easily the best of
the bunch. I even liked it better the 'Aristoi', although they are
completely different beasts. I liked 'Aristoi' better than the others
listed. He has maybe one or two more I can't remember. But generally, good
stuff.

Mark C. Landin
Northeastern St. Univ
Tahlequah, OK
landin@cherokee.nsuok.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 18:24:09 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams

mce@halcyon.com (Brian McElhinney) writes:
>Will there ever be another Drake Maijstral adventure?

Supposedly Walter Jon is working on the third right now.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden 
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 01:19:46 GMT
From: goodin@fraser.sfu.ca (Charles Frederick Goodin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams

Andrew.T.Natenshon@DARTMOUTH.EDU (Andrew T. Natenshon) writes:
>I recently read Aristoi by Williams, I enjoyed it alot and was wondering
>what else he has written that is interesting. Also is he planning a sequel
>to Aristoi ?

In addition to the many other works people are mentioning here, Williams
also contributed to the "Wild Cards" shared world (Modular Man was his
character, I think, plus probably a few others).

I just finished Aristoi myself.  I thought it took a little while to become
interesting, but once it did, I was hooked.  I hope he _doesn't_ do a
sequel, though.

Chuk Goodin
Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, BC
goodin@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 23:05:11 GMT
From: dstein@oak.math.ucla.edu (David Stein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams

Peter Cash writes:
>Aristoi is, in my opinion, by far the best thing Williams has ever
>written.

I must disagree; it may or may not be his best written novel, but whatever
the case is, I found a number of his short stories much superior to
_Aristoi_.  As far as short fiction is concerned, I think Williams is not
only one of the better practitioners of the craft, but also one of the most
versatile.

David

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 08:50:38 GMT
From: miles@clark.net (Miles Parker Mac Consulting/4D Developme)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: W.J.Williams: Days of Atonement (SPOILERS)

I have to disagree with the basic thread of this discussion. It is not a
question of characterization vs. action. What makes Williams really stand
out, and provide a future for science fiction, is the basic themes.

The willingness to make us take up basic questions through the medium by
allowing us to get beyond the basic structure that a crime novel or
historical novel could not. (Sorry if that's a little unclear, but it's
late!)

What is good, what is evil? Force or rule of law? How do we find the
balance between stability and creativity? Is it right or wrong to seek to
escape death? What is ego?

Aristoi is fantastic as well, but the best read by far is David Wingrove's
Chung Guo series. Really makes you face up to the contradictions involved
in trying to be a perfect, or at least "good" being, and in trying to
create the perfect state.

Miles Parker
miles@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 20:18:21 GMT
From: rfh@das.ml.com (Reilly F. Hayes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams

Andrew.T.Natenshon@DARTMOUTH.EDU (Andrew T. Natenshon) writes:
>I recently read Aristoi by Williams, I enjoyed it alot and was wondering
>what else he has written that is interesting. Also is he planning a sequel
>to Aristoi ?

Try Angel Station, Voice of the Whirlwind, Days of Atonement (depressing),
The Crown Jewels (a genuine farce, and great fun), Ambassador of Progress (
I think that's the title) ... and others I have read but don't recall off
hand.

I saw him at Worldcon and he did not discuss a sequel to Aristoi.

Reilly Hayes
rfh@ml.com  

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 00:42:32 GMT
From: johanneson@stan.brandonu.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Walter Jon Williams--some more

All you people out there, talking about Walter Jon Williams, and (at least
to my knowledge) none of you have mentioned _Angel Station_.  That was what
I consider to be one of the better first-contact stories I've read so far.
It was also one of my favorite Williams stories, but that ain't saying a
lot, since I've only read it, _Hardwired_, and _Days of Atonement_.

   I liked _Hardwired_ a lot; it had really interesting characters, not
your everyday average cyberpunk lunatics and losers.  Enjoyed _Days of
Atonement_ because it combined police procedural with high-energy physics,
which I thought were two things I'd never _ever_ see together.  Though I
will grant you, the fight scene was cheesy.

   And I've already said my peace about _Angel Station_.

   Also worthy of note: There was a short story in Asimov's SF Magazine a
couple years ago; I can't remember the title, and the mag in question is
currently 2 hrs drive from where I am.  The story dealt with Reno, one of
the semi-major characters from _Hardwired_.  Interesting story.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 12:58:12 GMT
From: baum1@syma.sussex.ac.uk (Paul Silver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams--some more

johanneson@news.brandonu.ca wrote:
>All you people out there, talking about Walter Jon Williams, and (at least
>to my knowledge) none of you have mentioned _Angel Station_.  That was
>what I consider to be one of the better first-contact stories I've read so
>far.  It was also one of my favorite Williams stories, but that ain't
>saying a lot, since I've only read it, _Hardwired_, and _Days of
>Atonement_.

I thought Angel Station dragged on a bit, but I still remember plenty of
bits from it 2-3 years later, so it did make an impression. I really liked
Knight Moves, though partly because I was in just the right mood to read it
- - it's got a lot of interpersonal relationship stuff, and comments on
immortality which are well worked out.

In his anthology 'Facets' Williams has a story set after Knight Moves
(including none of the main characters), a cyberpunk set a Hardwiredish
setting, a story set after 'Voice of the Whirlwind' and a few others. It is
very good (although I didn't understand all of the historical one because
we don't exactly study the American civil war in English schools).

I like the way Williams writes, has anyone out there read 'Ambassador of
Progress' and tell me something about it without many spoilers?

Paul
baum1@syma.sussex.ac.uk

------------------------------
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Date: 9 Feb 94 17:47:24 GMT
From: wilcoxb@cs.colorado.edu (Bryce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Aristos_ by Williams -- moral ambiguity -- SPOILERS!

Peter Cash <cash@convex.com> wrote:
>Aristoi is, in my opinion, by far the best thing Williams has ever
>written.  While the plot took a while to get moving, the characters were
>interesting.  Also, the world portrayed in the book was very compelling;
>even the language kept resonating: mataglap nano, for instance. It just
>_sounds_ like very BAD stuff...
>
>While I enjoyed the book very much, something bothered me while I was
>reading it: I had a persistent feeling of deja vu. I kept thinking that I
[SPOILER follows...]
>
>had read this before. What was familiar to me was the situation: a culture
>hero who turns up alive, and is revealed as a traitor and a deadly danger
>to the culture that he founded. I've wracked my brain, but I can't think
>of any other science fiction book that I could have read (and forgotten)
>to produce this sense of deja vu. Can anybody help me out?

I can't think of such a situation, but I'm sure there are some that fit the
bill.
  I had an interesting reaction to _Aristos_, which was that I thoroughly
sympathized with the conspirator's philosophy and not with Gabriel's!!
  I couldn't decide if Williams was actually advocating Yuan's philosophy
or if he was just giving it a fair shot and leaving it ambiguous.
  
  I definitely thought that the novel ended too soon!  I wanted to find out
what effect the conspirators would have on Gabriel and on the Logarchy!  I
wanted to see what would happen when Gabriel followed Yuan into deep space!
Just like in _Days of Atonement_ I felt a little let down as though WJW had
gotten tired of it and decided to wrap it all up too quickly.

Bryce
wilcoxb@cs.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 23:39:29 GMT
From: marco@email.ncsc.navy.mil (Barbarisi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gene Wolfe - When's the Next Book Due?

Does anyone out there know when the next installment in Gene Wolfe's _Book
of the Long Sun_, entitled _Calde' of the Long Sun_, will be published?

I highly recommend the first two installments of this epic novel,
_Nightside of the Long Sun_ and _Lake of the Long Sun_.  I say this
partially out of selfishness, for I want Mr. Wolfe's books to sell well so
he is encouraged to continue writing.  I have noticed that few bookstores
keep his titles in stock.  Why is this so?

Back to the Long Sun books... I believe that SF fans whose tastes lean
towards "hard SF" will find this story more accessible than some of Wolfe's
previous works.  I hesitate to cite examples, because that would be
telling, and a big part of the fun of a Wolfe novel comes from how he shows
his worlds.  You see the world through the eyes of a priest named Silk, who
does not know the true nature of his world.  Impelled by an "Outsider", he
is bound to a course which may lead him to understand his world and its
place in the universe.  There is a mix of high and low technology in this
world, and most of the high technology is recognized as being the work of
people (as opposed to gods).  The characters are fully drawn.  The pacing
of the story increases steadily as the plot unfolds.  Wolfe stuns the
mind's eye with the images he weaves with words.

I encourage readers to bear with Wolfe's use of archaic nomenclature -
usually you can deduce meaning by context.  A glossary would be helpful.

Marco C. Barbarisi
marco@email.ncsc.navy.mil

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 10:15:38 GMT
From: pat@cooky.demon.co.uk (Pat McMurray)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe - When's the Next Book Due?

marco@EMAIL.NCSC.NAVY.MIL writes:
>I highly recommend the first two installments of this epic novel,
>_Nightside of the Long Sun_ and _Lake of the Long Sun_.  I say this
>partially out of selfishness, for I want Mr. Wolfe's books to sell well so
>he is encouraged to continue writing.  I have noticed that few bookstores
>keep his titles in stock.  Why is this so?

I agree very strongly with your recommendAtion. _Nightside_ is available in
the UK as a paperback and may be the best fiver you'll ever spend.  _Lake_
is available in the UK as a hardback or a US import.  IMHO he is not widely
stocked because he doesn't sell well, and I think this is because a lot of
his work is very literary and inaccessible.  Anybody who has troubles with
_Shadow Of the Torturer_ is going to make even less headway with _Free,
Live Free_ or there are doors. However notwithstanding the _Long Sun_ stuff
is more open than most and will repay reading.

Pat McMurray

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 13:33:04 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe - When's the Next Book Due?

marco@email.ncsc.navy.mil writes:
> Does anyone out there know when the next installment in Gene Wolfe's
> _Book of the Long Sun_, entitled _Calde' of the Long Sun_, will be
> published?

This fall; it's been delivered, and he's working on the fourth, EXODUS FROM
THE LONG SUN.

> I have noticed that few bookstores keep [Wolfe's] titles in stock.  Why
> is this so?

Well, it isn't so, although it may be in the particular bookstores you've
been looking at.  Quite the contrary, very few SF authors have as much of
their backlist in print as Gene Wolfe.  (And more backlist coming: this
spring, we bring THE FIFTH HEAD OF CERBERUS back in the Orb line, and we
just bought the rights to DEVIL IN A FOREST and PEACE.)

The belief that Gene Wolfe doesn't sell qualifies, I suspect, as one of the
great urban legends of modern SF.  I can't speak for the British market
(another poster, pat@cooky.demon.co.uk, claims that "IMHO he is not widely
stocked because he doesn't sell well", but I note that British publishers
keep bringing Wolfe's work out) but, in the US, Gene Wolfe could serve as
the illustration next to the dictionary entry for "successful midlist
author."

I suppose that as a publisher I should keep quiet about this - why give
Ellen Key Harris ideas?  :) but, I can't stand to see Gene misrepresented
like this.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 18:10:31 GMT
From: pat@cooky.demon.co.uk (Pat McMurray)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe - When's the Next Book Due?

P Nielsen Hayden, pnh@panix.com writes:
>(another poster, pat@cooky.demon.co.uk, claims that "IMHO he is not widely
>stocked because he doesn't sell well", but I note that British publishers
>keep bringing Wolfe's work out) but, in the US, Gene Wolfe could serve

May I make two qualifications to that staement??

Firstly my statement really applies to his works apart fron the Book of the
new sun which is always available, but it can be hard to find his other
work

Secondly I think it's a real shame he's a successful midlist author, he
deserves to be much better known. (Don't quote this out of context:-) )
Honestly what I really meant is that though yes you do always find Gene's
works in a bookstore, there's never enough.

Pat McMurray

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 19:02:28 GMT
From: c_chan@hep.uchicago.edu (Chun-Wai Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe - When's the Next Book Due?

pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden) writes:
>marco@email.ncsc.navy.mil writes:
>> I have noticed that few bookstores keep [Wolfe's] titles in stock.  Why
>> is this so?
>
>Well, it isn't so, although it may be in the particular bookstores you've
>been looking at.  Quite the contrary, very few SF authors have as much of
>their backlist in print as Gene Wolfe.  (And more backlist coming: this
>spring, we bring THE FIFTH HEAD OF CERBERUS back in the Orb line, and we
>just bought the rights to DEVIL IN A FOREST and PEACE.)

I am very glad that "The Devil In A Forest" and "Peace" will be in print
again. I have the first in an British paper back and the latter in two old
used Berkeleys. I'd like to get Peace in one of limited edition hard
covers - I enjoyed it that much.

I saw Operation Ares in hard back at Stars Our Destination, but since even
Wolfe considered it a so-so first published novel, I wanted to try it in
paperback first. Any chances that Tor will bring it back or has it done so
already?

>The belief that Gene Wolfe doesn't sell qualifies, I suspect, as one of
>the great urban legends of modern SF.  I can't speak for the British
>market (another poster, pat@cooky.demon.co.uk, claims that "IMHO he is not
>widely stocked because he doesn't sell well", but I note that British
>publishers keep bringing Wolfe's work out) but, in the US, Gene Wolfe
>could serve as the illustration next to the dictionary entry for
>"successful midlist author."

I think Wolfe is an author who sells in decent quantities, not huge, year
after year. It's true that almost all his stuff is still in print.  It's a
credit to the spec. fic. market that authors like Wolfe do sell for three
decades, a slap in the face of the NY Times Rev. Of Books highbrows who
despise all "genre" fiction as worthlessly ephemeral.  A lot of SF authors
(such as Piers Anthony) take up a lot more rack space, but they turn out a
lot more and appeal to an slightly different audience for whom SF is more
casual fun reading.

I suspect that Terry Brooks or David Eddings sell more volumes per year
than LOTR, but LOTR has been going for 5 decades now.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 12:03:01 GMT
From: myong@flute.aix.calpoly.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe - When's the Next Book Due?

marco@email.ncsc.navy.mil writes:
>Does anyone out there know when the next installment in Gene Wolfe's _Book
>of the Long Sun_, entitled _Calde' of the Long Sun_, will be published?

   Not too long ago, someone "in the know" posted that _Calde_ has been
submitted to the publishers and that Wolfe had begun work on the fourth
book (Is this to be another tetrology?).  I suspect _Calde_ will be
released about this time next year.
   I'm about 2/3 of the was through _Lake_, and I've found it to be
entertaining but less subtle than _Book of the New Sun_ or the _Soldier of
the Mist_ (still looking for _Arete_; grumble).  Those other works may
require more work from the reader, but the "payoff" was well worth it,
IMHO.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 16:16:39 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe - When's the Next Book Due?

jvessey@husc9.harvard.edu (Jonathan Vessey) writes:
>I've heard that the Book of the New Sun is out of print. Is this the case
>and, if so, why and are there any plans to re-release it?

We acquired North American rights to The Book of the New Sun after
S&S/Pocket reverted it last year, and will release it in two trade
paperback omnibuses under the Orb imprint in the fall of 1994, to be
entitled SHADOW AND CLAW and SWORD AND CITADEL.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 20:48:46 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe - When's the Next Book Due?

I can't recommend _Operation Ares_.  In most respects you would not even
believe that Gene Wolfe wrote it.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 21:57:33 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe - When's the Next Book Due?

In people's opinion, is it necessary to read _The Urth of The New Sun_
before starting the Book of the Long Sun?  Yes, I've read the Book of the
New Sun; I was given to understand that _Urth_ is between the two series,
but I haven't been able to find it anywhere (is it still in print?  I may
have to order it if it _is_ necessary)...

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 18:29:14 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe - When's the Next Book Due?

aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey) writes:
>In people's opinion, is it necessary to read _The Urth of The New Sun_
>before starting the Book of the Long Sun?

Not in the slightest.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 06:48:39 GMT
From: mce@halcyon.com (Brian McElhinney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe - When's the Next Book Due?

myong@flute.aix.calpoly.edu () wrote:
> Wolfe has also begun a new series, The Book of the Long Sun, which is
> allegedly related to the New Sun books, though the relationship is
> unclear so far.

Seems pretty clear to me.  Am I missing something?

   1) It's printed on the book cover.

   2) - SPOILER - The two-headed ruler, who came to power incredibly
    quickly, is named Typhon.  Which also describes the Typhon in the New
    Sun books.

    I think Typhon even made a passing comment to Severian about sending
    ships out, though I could be hallucinating.

> IMHO, the Long Sun is entertaining but not as subtle as the New Sun.

I was kind of uncomfortable about how "painfully obvious" some things
appeared to be in NIGHTSIDE and LAKE.  But I wonder if I'm not just overly
sensitive to Wolfe's penchant for hiding relationships.  Not everyone I've
talked to appreciates Wolfe's subtlety!

Brian McElhinney
mce@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 21:02:17 GMT
From: myong@harp.aix.calpoly.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Sun and Long Sun with spoilers

mce@halcyon.com (Brian McElhinney) writes:
>> Wolfe has also begun a new series, The Book of the Long Sun, which is
>> allegedly related to the New Sun books, though the relationship is
>> unclear so far.
>
>Seems pretty clear to me.  Am I missing something?
>
>   1) It's printed on the book cover.

I tend not too lend too much credence to "cover blurbs".  I've found them
to be misleading and just plain wrong in the past.

>   2) - SPOILER - The two-headed ruler, who came to power incredibly
>    quickly, is named Typhon.  Which also describes the Typhon in the New
>    Sun books.

   Yes, I caught that too - a single mention of Typhon made in passing.
   I might add a third connection myself, the stylistic similarities.
   None of these things constitute a strong connection to my mind.  Based
on the internal evidence so far, the only real thing we have is the one
line about Typhon.  Since "Typhon" is the name of a monster from Greek
myth, it could conceivably be unrelated to the New Sun Typhon.  I'm sure
that you are right, but the relationship seems superfluous and unnecessary
so far.  Maybe it will become more than that before the series is over.
   Ironically, if Wolfe hadn't named Pas as Typhon, I would be have been
more enthusiastic about the connection.  That kind of hidden relationship
is more his style.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 01:03:58 GMT
From: myong@flute.aix.calpoly.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lake of the Long Sun query

   I'm about a hundred pages into _Lake_ and am starting to wonder if I
should have reread _Nightside_ immediately prior to _Lake_.  I read
_Nightside_ when it came out, so what's been a couple of days for Silk is a
year ago for me.
   Has anyone else finished _Lake of the Long Sun_ yet?  What's your
advice?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 18:41:58 GMT
From: mce@halcyon.com (Brian McElhinney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lake of the Long Sun query

myong@flute.aix.calpoly.edu wrote:

>I'm about a hundred pages into _Lake_ and am starting to wonder if I
>should have reread _Nightside_ immediately prior to _Lake_.  I read
>_Nightside_ when it came out, so what's been a couple of days for Silk is
>a year ago for me.

More like a couple of seconds for Silk.  (OK, maybe a minute.)

>Has anyone else finished _Lake of the Long Sun_ yet?  What's your advice?

Ideally, you should read _Nightside_ and when done immediately pick up
_Lake_.  The transition between volumes is just like turning the pages
between chapters.

Which is why I didn't care much for _Nightside_ the first time through.
But putting it back-to-back with _Lake_ changed my feelings completely.
The two work very well together.

That's not to say _Lake_ ends any less abruptly, rather it screeches to a
stop at a much more satisfying point.  (And with a bit of black humor to
boot!)

Brian McElhinney
mce@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 19:54:08 GMT
From: CDOMS@vax1.umkc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A Request for Recommendations

I have a friend that asked me to recommend some SF books that forecast or
predict the political science in the near future.  His example was George
Orwell's book "1984" or something similar to that.  I told him I would look
in my collection to see what I have in that area.  But it occurred to me
that this would be a good place to pick up some recommendations.

Thanks in advance.

Carol Doms
cdoms@vax1.umkc.edu

------------------------------
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 14:00:29 GMT
From: darkmoon@ace.com (Rashan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A. A. Attanasio

briansp@css.itd.umich.edu writes:
>  I was just wondering if there were any folks out here who have read
>any of A. A. Attanasio's work:
>
>  Radix
>  Arc of the Dream
>  In Other Worlds
>  The Last Legends of Earth

  Well, I just read Hunting the Ghost Dancer.  I found it to be slow going,
but interesting none-the-less.  I very much liked his story The Remains of
Adam, which was published in a recent Asimov's magazine.

>  I have found his writing to be some of the most intelligent and
>wonderful that I have read in a long time, and he has really challenged
>the way that I think about my interactions with the world.

>  Anyone have any thoughts to share about this excellent writer's work?  

  His characters are definitely complex individuals, which I like.  I have
read better, but not a whole lot.  I have of course, read a lot that is far
far worse.

>Does anyone know anything more about him than "he lives on the world's
>most remote island chain"?

   Ummm... he usually sports a short beard.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 01:00:34 GMT
From: frank@jts.jts.com (Frank Kim )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A. A. Attanasio

>  Radix

Good book, one of my favorite books is Wyvern which had a very broad
sweeping story.  I was amazed that he could fit it into one book.

frank@jts.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 22:27:02 GMT
From: michael@xph029.oscs.montana.edu (Michael Kellen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A. A. Attanasio

Don't forget _Wyvern_ and _Hunting the Ghost Dancer_. 

These are dense reading.  Attanasio has a *large* vocabulary, and sometimes
allows this to interfere with the story.  Try _Arc of the Dream_ if you
want to know if you will like his style.

_Radix_ packs a great deal of social and technological information into a
tight space.  This makes it a challenging but rewarding read.  The upside
is the new things one can find upon re-reading.

Not a writer for the pop culturalists.   ;)

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 18:32:13 GMT
From: lofstrom@hawaii.edu (Karen Lofstrom)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A. A. Attanasio

Brian W. Spolarich (briansp@css.itd.umich.edu) wrote:
>  Anyone have any thoughts to share about this excellent writer's work?
>Does anyone know anything more about him than "he lives on the world's
>most remote island chain"?

He lives here in Hawaii, on the island of Oahu.  He's in the phone book!

No, I've never called.  I've read a few of his books, but I'm not a big
fan.  There's good writing and wonderful material there, but it needs
pruning.

Karen Lofstrom
lofstrom@uhunix.uhcc.Hawaii.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 18:02:16 GMT
From: ee@star.qmw.ac.uk (Frossie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A. A. Attanasio

I recently read _In Other Worlds_. Still not quite sure what to make of it.
It got so wild so early (apocalyptic ending after only a quarter in the
book) that I honestly couldn't see where it was going to go from there. But
I was pleasantly surprised. In the end I thought it was a good book, but
didn't actively enjoy it enough to want to buy any of Attanasio's other
works the next time I walked into a bookshop.

The story flirted with surrealism, without actually venturing in it.  The
main character was (purposefully ?) uninteresting, someone who has given
in, resigned, to unfulfilled middle age. This is not an "exciting things
happen to bored/boring person and make him into a Hero" story, and I don't
think it was trying to be. The magnitude of events dwarf the character's
personality even though he has a crucial role to play in them.

***SPOILERS*** 

After all the spolier warnings I thought I was going to summarise the plot
but I find myself unable to recount in coherently, which is why I think AAA
did a remarkably good job in the end :-)

This is how it begins: Main character implodes into a world near the
beginning of the universe. Strange all-powerful creature gives him a
perfect new body in return for absorbing his mind and experiences and sends
him off in this weird, floating-islands-in-the-sky place to find, and lose,
the love of his life. Meanwhile, his close friend back on Earth dreams his
experiences and goes beyond that to a Higher Understanding, which
(predictably) results in him being locked up in an asylum.

It is a beautiful book in its own way. I expect very few people will like
it with a vengeance.

ee@star.qmw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 13:08:15 GMT
From: meikled@kralizec.zeta.org.au (David Meiklejohn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gregory Benford

MAdams@utxvm.cc.utexas.edu (Mark S. Adams) writes:
>_Beyond the Fall of Night_ *does* explore the future evolution of life,
>*but* it also contemplates the evolution of machine intelligence.
>Remember that wherever their ship went were signs that machines had been
>there first and destroyed life and back on Earth there were *definite*
>indications that a machine intelligence had dropped off the alien sea
>creatures (sorry don't have the book handy; can't remember what they were
>called) to destroy life on Earth.

Hmmm - this seems to be a good excuse to go and read it again.

One thing about _Beyond the Fall of Night_ - I enjoyed it and found it
worthwhile, but it wasn't an easy read.  Very dense.  There are a lot of
ideas in there, for something so short.  So I'd probably benefit from
re-reading it.

>That would be great.  These two books are preceded by _In the Ocean of
>Night_(ITOON) and _Across the Sea of Suns_(ATSOS).  I read _Great Sky
>River_ and _Tides of Light_ initially and only then did I proclaim Benford
>to be, at the very least, a demi-god.  I went to the book store and bought
>everything else he had written; I only realized afterword that ATSOS and
>ITOON were the first books in the series.

Same here.  The first Benford book I ever read was Timescape, which was
certainly very good, although I was perhaps expecting something more.
Then, being a David Brin fan, I read _Heart of the Comet_ which impressed
me so much that I just had to go out and read more Benford.  I felt well
rewarded when I found _Great Sky River_, so, like you did, I rushed out and
read everything of his I could find.  I'm certainly looking forward to the
next in the series, and I do hope he wraps it up cleanly this time.  I
really want to know what the story with the magnetic field entity is.
Well, anyone who's read them will know what I mean...  :-)

David Meiklejohn
meikled@kralizec.zeta.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 00:39:16 GMT
From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BEARS DISCOVER FIRE by Terry Bisson

		    BEARS DISCOVER FIRE by Terry Bisson
	      Tor, ISBN 0-312-85411-0, 1993, 254pp, US$19.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   Many authors have an interchangeable style.  Maybe they learn it in
writing workshops or something.  Some do more with it than others, but if
you took a random paragraph from one, you'd never be able to identify the
author.

   Not so with Bisson.  When you read, "For the first two hours out of
Hazard it's nothing but clouds.  Flat Mountain's not flat yet and you're
riding an 8-percent switchback patched together out of old highways," you
*know* it's Terry Bisson's writing.  Bisson writes about trucks and guns
and cars and Kentucky.  Given today's jargon, I wouldn't be surprised to
hear it described as redneckpunk.  (Not that there's anything punk about
it, but that wouldn't stop anyone.)  Many of Bisson's stories are set in
Kentucky or environs, and even those that aren't seem to be populated by
Kentuckians - even, God help us, "England Underway."

   The nineteen stories here range from science fiction to fantasy to
horror.  Many of Bisson's science fiction stories are in a non-realistic
future in which some trend has been exaggerated beyond belief ("Next," "The
Toxic Donut," "Partial People," "By Permit Only," and even perhaps "Carl's
Lawn & Garden").  These stories are oddly similar to some of Connie
Willis's humorous "if-this-goes-on" pieces, and they may be the two leading
practitioners of this artform today.  Others assume some totally unlikely
development ("The Two Janets," "Over Flat Mountain," "Are There Any
Questions," "England Underway," and of course the title story "Bears
Discover Fire").  And maybe it's just my background, but I see a certain
"Twilight Zone" influence in "The Coon Suit," "The Message," "Two Guys from
the Future," "Necronauts," and "Press Ann."

   I've had the opportunity to hear Bisson read several of these on WBAI
radio, and so when I read these stories, it's as if I am hearing him read
them, with his slow Kentucky cadences and accent.  That's the best way, but
even without that I'd recommend this book.

Anthology:  Bears Discover Fire
Author:     Terry Bisson
City:       New York
Date:       November 1993
Publisher:  Tor
Comments:   hardback, US$19.95
Order Info: ISBN 0-312-85411-0
Pages:      254pp

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 17:43:25 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Uplift war books

Basically these books posit a very large galactic community of different
races.  Each race was "uplifted" into sentience and civilization by an
older race, and serves a long period of servitude in "repayment," before
becoming an independent race.  This has been going on for ages.  What
upsets everybody is the problem of the humans, who were _not_ uplifted but
hiked themselves up by their own bootstraps, and what's more, were
beginning to "uplift" some other Earth races (chimps and dolphins) by
themselves.  This throws the staid, conservative galactic community into a
tizzy.

_Startide Rising_ and _The Uplift War_ take place _simultaneously_ in two
separate locations, and deal with the pesky problem of humans.  _Sundiver_
is much earlier, sort of a prologue, and much less well-written, IMHO.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 21:30:23 GMT
From: solovay@netcom.com (Andrew Solovay)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Uplift war books

A couple of clarifications:

* This "uplifting" has been going on for *billions* of years.

* The origin of humans is still uncertain. Most Galactics believe that it's
  impossible, or practically impossible, for a species to evolve sentience.
  They believce that some race must have uplifted humans half-way, giving
  us sentience, but not training us in civilization.  Some humans share
  this view, but many/most believe that humans really did evolve sentience;
  this is rank heresy by Galactic standards, and part of the reason humans
  aren't invited to the better parties.

* The race that started this whole thing, the (long-vanished) Progenitors,
  are objects of religious veneration by most galactic races. Asking "who
  uplifted the Progenitors" is kind of like asking "who created God" - the
  answer might range from an indulgent smile to a punch on the nose.

Andrew Solovay

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 00:55:02 GMT
From: markus@twain.ucs.umass.edu (Anthony M Christopher)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Uplift war books

Don't forget to add that the whole galaxy (or is it 5 galaxies?) were
thrown into a huge uproar over the ANCIENT DERELICT FLEET that the HUMANS
discovered.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 20:02:25 GMT
From: JVOGEL@leda.hq.nasa.gov (JOHN VOGEL)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John Brunner

   Stand on Zanzibar is the type of book that you can never forget.  It has
more characters than you can shake a stick at which is normally a problem
for me.  It wasn't.  Brunner gives you some solid identifying
characteristic in each character which clearly identifies them the next
time they appear.
   Oh, that's the genetic engineer who is being menanced by the young
punks.  Oh, that's the druggy writer.  Each adds something to the fabric of
the tale though most never directly interact with each other.
   One must echo Shalamanster's final comment, "Christ, what an Imagination
I've got!"

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 21:59:40 GMT
From: EFEEHAN@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Fiona)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John Brunner

Bob McQueer (bobm@ingres.com) wrote:
>Nonetheless, I think Brunner's efforts should have netted him more than
>one Hugo or Nebula ... I've always meant to check which years they were
>eligible, and check out what won instead. I would probably concur in some
>of the cases (what Brunner book was published the year Le Guin's "The
>Dispossessed" came out?)

A bunch of Brunner's books were published that year, 1974:

Give Warning to the World
A Hastily Thrown-Together Bit of Zork
Polymath
Total Eclipse
Web of Everywhere

Yeah, _The Dispossessed_ didn't have much to fear.

Fiona
efeehan@umiami.ir.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 20:58:24 GMT
From: jon@mitre.org (Jon Edward Shum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brunner Question

I understand that _Stand_On_Zanzibar_ and _Shockwave_Rider_ are supposedly
two-thirds of a "trilogy" that Brunner wrote dealing with the topic of
pollution.  _Stand_ was people pollution (too many people) and _Shockwave_
dealt with information pollution (too much information).  Can anyone
enlighten me as to the title and topic of the other book in this "trilogy?"
I put the word in quotes, because, as far as I can tell none of the books
necessarily shares the same "reality" or "universe" with any of the others
and none is a true sequel to any of the other books.  Thanks for your time.

Jon Edward Shum
jon@mitre.org

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 13:15:02 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner Question

   Presumably, the third book would be *The Sheep Look Up* (discussed here
recently), which deals with pollution in its most obvious sense.  I've
never heard the three books referred to as a trilogy before, and I would be
amazed if Brunner planned them that way beforehand.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 21:18:07 GMT
From: CFB103@psuvm.psu.edu (cfb103)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner Question

 While it's true that "The Shockwave Rider", "Stand on Zanzibar", and "The
Sheep Look Up" do not form a trilogy, they are certainly closely related.
They all deal with semi-near future catastrophes and their effects on the
social structure of society. As such they are often referred to together as
"Brunner's dystopian novels" or something, which may be how the original
poster became confused. As a side note, another contemporaneous novel, "The
Jagged Orbit" is also often associated with these books.

Josh Munn

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 21:26:10 GMT
From: U19807@uicvm.uic.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner Question

hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty) says:
>Presumably, the third book would be *The Sheep Look Up* (discussed here
>recently), which deals with pollution in its most obvious sense.  I've
>never heard the three books referred to as a trilogy before, and I would
>be amazed if Brunner planned them that way beforehand.

I suspect he didn't. BTW, what about _The Jagged Orbit_? It seems to fit
the pattern quite nicely...

Chris Krolczyk
U19807@uicvm.uic.edu
U19807@UICVM.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 19:22:38 GMT
From: bobm@ingres.com (Bob McQueer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Brunner

cfb103 <CFB103@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>Gosh, that seems a bit unfair. Total Eclipse is regarded as one of
>Brunner's better books. Perhaps a bit short of Stand on Zanzibar quality,
>but clearly better than the others on the list.

One of his better, I agree.  As a Brunner fan, I've read probably about 30
of his books.  I'll put "Total Eclipse" somewhere around number 8 - 10.  It
would not be on the list of half dozen or so "Should-have-been-contenders"
I was referring to, and certainly far short of "The Dispossessed".  Just
means that none of those half dozen I was thinking of were up against "The
Dispossessed" (one of the best SF novels of all time, IMHO).

Brunner's "dystopian" novels receive reasonable attention (I use the term
"dystopian" as a handle everyone recognizes.  I'm not sure it's that
accurate a label).  A Brunner book which does not seem to receive that much
attention, and which I believe to be a very unique accomplishment, is "The
Crucible of Time".  It is an astounding job of producing a novel with no
human characters - an author attempting this always has a terrific problem
in trying to make the story intelligible and interesting to human readers
while at the same time making the aliens truly alien, not just humans in
costume.  In TCoT, Brunner walked the line very well, producing an alien
culture which seemed truly different and interesting, but containing
viewpoint characters the reader could care about.  The book is strongly
reminiscent of Forward's "Dragon's Egg", in that it covers the rise of an
alien culture from barbarism to scientific literacy over a span of many
generations.  The setting isn't nearly as exotic, however, the problems
faced by Brunner's aliens are unique enough, and he is a MUCH better writer
than I expect Forward will ever be.  Looking at publication dates, I see
that it was published the same year as Brin's "Startide Rising" (1983).
That's a tough call, but I personally think TCoT was more deserving.

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 23 Feb 1994      Volume 19 : Issue 118

Today's Topics:

	     Books - Delany & Brust (7 msgs) & Bujold (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 11:46:10 GMT
From: bryan@thewizard.win.net (Edward Bryan Milosky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Promises, Promises

Is Samuel R. Delany ever going to publish another novel?  Specifically the
long promised sequel to Stars in My Pocket...?

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 00:05:02 GMT
From: piaw@marlin.cs.washington.edu (Piaw Na)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

I recently read the series except for Jhereg, which I can't find in the
used book stores around here, and well, it reminds me of Harry Harrison's
"The Stainless Steel Rat."  Entertaining, and stylistically a lot of fun to
read, but I wouldn't call it a great work.

The thing that bugged me a lot was Vlad's relationship with Cawti.  It
seemed out of character for Cawti to be hanging out with that crowd of
activists, rather than say, teaming up with Vlad and going on with business
(killing people).  I know that there was a time-lag between Teckla and the
book that came before (the name slips my mind for a moment), but even if
Cawti proposed to Vlad only because of the break-up of her previous
assassin team, it didn't seem like she was the type to give up a job she
seemed to enjoy.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 04:02:58 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>I think that _Athyra_ is the weakest of the books, after _Jhereg_.
 
Weakest?
 
_Weirdest_ I'll go for, but I found Athyra to be a very well done book;
very hard to take a protagonist you must _like_ (or else why keep writing
about them?) and present them as someone else sees them, without the
rationalizations they use (and Vlad is _rife_ with rationalizations) to
make themselves seem acceptable to themselves.  (I almost wrote 'loveable'
instead of 'acceptable'.)
 
The characters in the Taltos books are very dark - Morrolan is into human
sacrifice, Sethra is a vampire, Gods know what Aliera does to those who
really annoy her, Vlad has taken money to feed someone's soul to a knife -
but they have such a suffusion of style that this doesn't normally come
through.
 
It comes through in Athyra, loud and clear, and I wonder if that isn't the
reason so many people don't like it.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 16:20:00 GMT
From: r3daf@dax.cc.uakron.edu (Dave A Flanigan )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

   I enjoyed all of the Books, including Pheonix, with the possible
exception of that new one... Athyra ( I think). The one that is not told by
Vlad. I just got so used to knowing what was going on in Vlad's head,
making Athyra hard to get into.

Dave Flanigan
r3daf@dax.cc.uakron.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 17:30:52 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

<SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA> wrote:
>_Weirdest_ I'll go for, but I found Athyra to be a very well done book;
>very hard to take a protagonist you must _like_ (or else why keep writing
>about them?) and present them as someone else sees them, without the
>rationalizations they use (and Vlad is _rife_ with rationalizations) to
>make themselves seem acceptable to themselves.  (I almost wrote 'loveable'
>instead of 'acceptable'.)

I have to agree with this- it impressed me a great deal that Brust was able
to take the standard Vlad book and turn it inside-out, showing Vlad as he
"really" is to the rest of the world. Also served to reinforce my
impression that Vlad is a lot like a few people I know, but that's
something else altogether (chorus: "That's something else...").

>The characters in the Taltos books are very dark - Morrolan is into human
>sacrifice, Sethra is a vampire, Gods know what Aliera does to those who
>really annoy her, Vlad has taken money to feed someone's soul to a knife -
>but they have such a suffusion of style that this doesn't normally come
>through.

I'm not sure exactly what you mean by "suffusion of style" - is it a
reference to the fact that they all _have_ style, or is it a comment on the
"stylishness" of Vlad's own internal commentary?

At any rate, as someone else pointed out, Vlad does make it pretty clear
that all of his associates are right bastards in their own individual ways.
But, being a mean SOB himself, he generally chooses to gloss over their
intrinsic nastiness, frequently with a number of smartass comments about
his own toughness.

I'm probably agreeing with your original statement, here.
 
>It comes through in Athyra, loud and clear, and I wonder if that isn't the
>reason so many people don't like it.

It definitely makes clear that Vlad is empahatically not a nice person.
But I think deep down everybody knew this all along.

Personally, I think the reason for the widespread dissatisfaction with
Athyra was that it was a lot less "fun" than the other books. It was
interesting to see how the average Dragaeran lives, and to see more of the
world, but in the absence of Vlad's constant sarcastic commentary, the
random senseless violence, and the havoc wreaked upon the lives of the
villagers just aren't that enjoyable.

Which is, of course, the whole point.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 20:16:02 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

I enjoyed _Jhereg_ more than _Yendi_ or _Phoenix_, whose plots disappeared
from my memory rather quickly after reading, like the plots of most of Glen
Cook's Garret novels, they seemed to function mainly as frameworks to hang
Vlad's witty commentary on.  I'm not at all sure why _Jhereg_ seems crisper
and fresher, other than that the idea was fresher to the author.  (I like
_Sweet Silver Blues_ better than most of the other Garret novels, too.
Possibly it's because the idea is fresher to *me*?...)

_Teckla_ does at least stick in my memory, but I didn't enjoy reading it.
I think the other poster who mentioned that it was based on Brust's own
emotional crises may have hit the nail on the head.  I've found with my own
and others' writing that if you write stuff about something that's
currently very emotionally pressing for you, it gets two kinds of
reactions.  Some people resonate with your experience, and for them the
book will have a huge impact almost no matter how well or poorly it is
written.  Others won't, and they will usually dislike it.  I couldn't
understand Cawti's and Vlad' behavior - I can see arguments for why they
acted like that, but I don't "get it" at a gut level.

I liked the idea of _Taltos_ very much but there were too many bits of
Brust-teasing-the-reader in it for my taste, and it was told too quickly.
Vlad may not understand what's going on at all, but I would have enjoyed
the story more if I'd somehow been provided a little more perspective.

My husband liked _Athyra_ very much, and I can see the appeal to the
outside perspective on Vlad, but the narrator seemed so flat and shallow
that I had trouble caring about him (as anything but the token "innocent in
danger".)  I have trouble with the idea that a Draegarean who's a hundred
years old really has learned no more than a human of proportional age
(about sixteen?)  He may be no more physically or emotionally mature, but
the hundred years of *experience* should take some of the edge off that
naivete, and at least give him a reasonable acquaintance with people and
their actions.  The end result is that the narrator doesn't just come
across as unsophisticated, he seems more than a bit dumb, and his viewpoint
doesn't offer me any insight that I couldn't get myself by observing how
Vlad would appear to a peasant.

I'm not a big Brust fan except for _The Sun, The Moon and the Stars_.
There are a lot of things in his books to like, but I always come away from
them feeling more frustrated than satisfied.  Often the style, and little
tricks like the chapter numbering, in-joke references, etc., get between me
and being able to really follow the story or appreciate the
characterization.  A lot of this is very much personal prejudice.  Was I
the only one who found the big blocks of unattributed dialog in _To Reign
in Hell_ exasperating?  Flipping back and forth and counting close-quotes
is not my idea of being absorbed in a story.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 23:14:23 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel) writes:
>I have to agree with this - it impressed me a great deal that Brust was
>able to take the standard Vlad book and turn it inside-out, showing Vlad
>as he "really" is to the rest of the world. Also served to reinforce my
>impression that Vlad is a lot like a few people I know, but that's
>something else altogether (chorus: "That's something else...").
 
A friend of mine describes _Athyra_ as being about normal people
experiencing Vlad.  I find this description wonderfully succinct.
 
>>The characters in the Taltos books are very dark - Morrolan is into human
>>sacrifice, Sethra is a vampire, Gods know what Aliera does to those who
>>really annoy her, Vlad has taken money to feed someone's soul to a knife
>>- but they have such a suffusion of style that this doesn't normally come
>>through.
>
>I'm not sure exactly what you mean by "suffusion of style" - is it a
>reference to the fact that they all _have_ style, or is it a comment on
>the "stylishness" of Vlad's own internal commentary?
 
These people _ooze_ panache, even Vlad, who just doesn't have Aliera or
Morrolan's insouciance in the face of death.  I mean, seriously, you don't
just have to kill them, you have to grind them up into bits.  Aliera took
on an entire palace guard, more or less by herself, because a friend was in
trouble.  Morrolan want into the Paths of the Dead with no hope whatsoever
of getting out, because duty required it of him.  Vlad has told a _Goddess_
to, essentially, f**k off.
 
These things arise from admirable qualities, and the constant reader is
going to find those admirable qualities comfortable and familiar things in
fantasy characters.
 
>At any rate, as someone else pointed out, Vlad does make it pretty clear
>that all of his associates are right bastards in their own individual
>ways. But, being a mean SOB himself, he generally chooses to gloss over
>their intrinsic nastiness- frequently with a number of smartass comments
>about his own toughness.
 
Well, not so much 'gloss over' as present in a way that has no visceral
impact.
 
If Brust ever _showed_ Morrolan sacrificing an entire village to Verra,
Morrolan would stop being such a sympathetic character.  I continue to be
impressed that Vlad is a sympathetic character; the man is very nearly
psychotic in spots.
 
And Vlad makes it very clear ('I carried myself very well, thank you') that
he doesn't quite consider himself in the same league as the Drageran
heavies he knows.
 
As a last comment - I think the point about Athyra is that _Vlad_ gets to
see himself that way, too, by the end.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 01:43:59 GMT
From: dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

Sean Eric Fagan <sef@kithrup.com> wrote:
> The published order is _Jhereg_, _Yendi_, _Teckla_, _Taltos_, _Phoenix_,
>_Athyra_; the chronological order is _Taltos_, _Yendi_, _Jhereg_,
>_Teckla_, _Phoenix_, _Athyra_.

And if you haven't read this series, or are just starting to read this
series, I would STRONGLY suggest reading them in published order, not in
internal chronological order.  _Jhereg_ is definitely the best introduction
to the series, and the books are most enjoyable if read in publication
order.

David
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 02:52:36 GMT
From: alyx@u.washington.edu (slashing sandy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mirror Dance is out!! (The new 'Miles' book...)

No spoilers, I just wanted people to realize it is time to make this
month's book store trek.  It was $19.99 at my local, (sigh), but it was
worth it.

A more formal review will have to wait for a reread - I was so happy to
finally see all of this (I got the first 8 chapters months ago - what a
cliff hanger), that my critical faculties didn't really have a chance.

Buy it!

Sandy

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 00:06:32 GMT
From: alyx@u.washington.edu (slashing sandy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Mirror Dance (contains SPOILERS)

lipton@dorsai.dorsai.org (Robert Bryan Lipton) writes:
>Just finished MIRROR DANCE yesterday.  While I enjoy it and think Bujold
>is one of the better new writers, I still think she glossed over some of
>the elements: Mark's insanity and Miles' amnesia should have been handled
>in greater detail.  Instead she provided the same razzle-dazzle
>plotting-of-errors that she does so well but, that didn't work quite so
>well.

I'm afraid I agree.  I loved much of the novel, and don't regret paying
hardcover for it, but I think the entire last third goes by too quickly and
facily.  Mark is too in control after he escapes Ry; Miles' recovery is
also too fast, and the entire tag annoyed me for two reasons: one, it was
too like the '5 years after' tag to Barrayar (which I liked-don't get me
wrong), and two, Mark has decided his life work, and totally integrated
himself into Barrayaran society in a matter of weeks.

Mom, who we all know to be a saint, and above average intelligence herself,
who had undergone a slightly less tramatic experience before coming to
Barrayar, still took a little longer to adapt than a few weeks.

(I'm also willing to admit that the real reason I didn't like it was
because I thought Mark was patronizing Miles in the entire tag, and I like
Miles bettter than Mark.)

What do you think?

Sandy

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 01:36:00 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Mirror Dance (contains SPOILERS)

slashing sandy (alyx@u.washington.edu) wrote:
>Mark has ... totally integrated himself into Barrayaran society in a
>matter of weeks.
>
>Mom, who we all know to be a saint, and above average intelligence
>herself, who had undergone a slightly less tramatic experience before
>coming to Barrayar, still took a little longer to adapt than a few weeks.

It's worth remembering that Mark has had _years_ of training in the history
and society of Barrayar when he was being prepped to replace Miles;
Cordelia had none of this.  Surely this must have made it relatively
straightforward for him to adapt.

I'm also mulling over a theory that Jackson's Whole and Barrayar are warped
reflections of each other, the way Mark and Miles are - the primary
difference being Deal vs. Oath, and associated expectations regarding
trust/loyalty.  In principle, it would then be easier to go from Jackson's
Whole to Barrayar or vice versa, than from Beta Colony to either, or vice
versa - Beta Colony has a radically different worldview and operating
assumptions.  (I have a parallel theory about the station Elli grew up on
and Beta Colony, but there's a lot less data to go on there, and Elli and
Cordelia fit into their societies in very different ways - in Cordelia's
case, only just barely.  Don't ask me where Athos fits in any of it.  It
probably just doesn't.)

>(I'm also willing to admit that the real reason I didn't like it was
>because I thought Mark was patronizing Miles in the entire tag, and I like
>Miles bettter than Mark.)

Mark was definitely patronizing Miles in the tag.  Otoh, Miles was
patronizing Mark, they both patronized their parents, their parents
patronized them, and Gregor quietly rolled his eyes at everyone being
slightly silly.  Lord only knows what Ivan thought of it all - honestly, I
don't want to know.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 17:40:23 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Mirror Dance (contains SPOILERS)

Interesting.  I have some reservations about the book that are somewhat
similar in outline, but different in detail.  I still haven't sorted them
all out.  I do think that on the overall the almost Nietzschian theme
is a little disturbing - while also being somewhat exhilirating.  But I
think that in the terms of the timeframe, Mark was not portrayed too
unrealistically.  I think that he was damaged psychologically more than he
realizes, and I think Bujold is too insightful an author to really miss
this.  In the short term, though, his reactions did seem pretty plausible
to me - we won't see some of the delayed effects of his experiences unless
Bujold writes another book and brings this element out (I don't know if
this will happen or not, obviously).  I don't think that his brush with
insanity was either overstated or understated.

------------------------------
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Date: 15 Feb 94 23:31:35 GMT
From: ericg@cs.uoregon.edu (Eric =Mystery Man= Gorr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Ships of Earth by O.S. Card

I just got through with this third installment in Card's Homecomming
series.

If you enjoyed the first two books, this one won't disappoint you.

The only thing I can't get over is the feeling that the first three books
could have been condensed into 1 or 2 books.

Eric Gorr
ericg@cs.uoregon.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 19:58:54 GMT
From: cm685@cleveland.freenet.edu (Leo Hodges)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: For the fans of Glen Cook

According to issue number 11 of Hailing Frequencies, Waldenbook's sf
newsletter, Glen Cook's new Garrett, P.I. novel is finally out.  It's in
paperback, for $4.95, and is titled DEADLY QUICKSILVER LIES.

Leo

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 22:22:48 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: For the fans of Glen Cook

   Also, Glen is temporarily not working at GM because of a plant shutdown
(partial pay during the shutdown).  This means he has about a year to do
nothing but go to cons, raise his family, and WRITE!
   Hopefully he won't hit any big hurdles while trying to finish the Black
Company books.  I'll talk to him at Minicon at the end of March, so I'll
have more information on where work in progress might be then.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 01:01:45 GMT
From: deleeuw@mardonius.ccqc.uga.edu (Brad DeLeeuw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Glen Cook

This is all based on rumors that I have heard on the net, so take it with a
grain of salt unless somebody with more concrete information can confirm
this:

Glen Cook never really stopped writing.  However, he supports his family
working at a job other than writing.  Naturally, this keeps him from
cranking out new books to please us, his readers, at the same rate that
full-time authors do.

This is the part that is definitely rumor: A rough draft of "Glittering
Stone" was apparently completed some time ago, possibly at the same time
that "Dreams of Steel" appeared in print.  However, Glen's son read it and
gave it the thumbs down and told his Dad that it needed some more work.

If anyone can confirm this, I'd appreciate hearing about it.  It's an
interesting story...

Brad

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 20:15:37 GMT
From: sheilah@wam.umd.edu (Sheila Herndon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Douglas Coupland's new book?

Should I buy it, or wait and see if it shows up at the library.  I liked
_Shampoo Planet_.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 02:45:25 GMT
From: scottw@wam.umd.edu (scottw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Douglas Coupland's new book?

Sheila Herndon (sheilah@wam.umd.edu) wrote:
> Should I buy it, or wait and see if it shows up at the library.
> I liked _Shampoo Planet_.

The only thing good about this book was the neat title and cool cover.

When I first heard that it was 360 pages I got excited.  Finally, Coupland
wrote a decent-sized book.  The title sounded interesting and I was looking
forward to a real winner.  Then I heard about the small size of the book
and the excessive number of doodles but I still had a good feeling.  I got
to the bookstore and saw that it was the size of a paperback and that the
doodles were on almost every page, occupying half the space.  In addition,
the print was huge and there were many pages where he wrote only four lines
and left the rest blank for no apparant reason.

But still, being the Coupland fanboy that I am, I shelled out my $17.

In no time, I had finished the book.  That was the fastest 360 pages I had
ever read.  I felt like I was turning another page every ten seconds.  I
probably was.

[Very minor spoilers ahead...]

Not only that, but the stories were horrible.  They all had immensely
predictable endings.  We knew he wasn't going to get back together with his
wife in "Gettysburg."  We knew he wasn't going to find his sister in "Patty
Hearst."  He went out of his way to try and make a solemn ending to his
stories but they were all empty.  He didn't develop any characters.  Each
and every short story was there only to work toward their pitiful endings
which Coupland thought we might find depressing.  There was no meat
inbetween.  It seemed to me that suddenly Coupland thought he was Ernest
Hemingway.

[End of very minor insignificant spoilers...]

From what I've read on the newsgroup, it appears as if most people enjoyed
"Shampoo Planet" more than "Generation X."  I happen to think otherwise.  I
loved "Generation X."  I thought the short stories that the characters told
each other were very insightful and many of the characters' actions (i.e.
Dag's vandalism sprees) were actually extremely meaningful.  It was a
thoroughly excellent book.  "Life After God," was a piece of shit.

I felt like he was feeding me the same garbage all over again.  D.C.
doesn't want to be the voice of Generation X.  Then why does he keep
shoving the same themes down our throats over and over again?  Some of the
stories in "Life After God," seemed almost identical!  He approached all
the short stories in the same way.  There was no variety.  In his first
story, "Little Creatures," he talks about what life might be like if cats
or dogs had invented technology.  That sounds a lot like his concept of
'What if cats made their own software?,' in his "Microserfs" article which
appeared in Wired.

And the doodles!  Oh, the doodles!  Not only were the excessive, but they
were UGLY!  Coupland probably realizes that he's no artist and he probably
thought he was being cute by littering his pages with sketches but they are
annoyingly pathetic.  When he talks about his office, I don't need to see a
horrible little rendering of what it looks like.  If he mentions that he's
driving down route 15, I don't want to see a badly drawn picture of the
roadsign.

And then we come to his wannabe, in-your-face, philosophy.  It seemed that
every minute, Coupland had one of his characters think, "What if...," and
they'd come up with an outlandish idea that perhaps D.C. thought we would
perceive as deep and insightful but in reality, they were all empty and
bland and unstimulating.

"Life After God" was one of the worst books I have ever read in my entire
life, perhaps *THE* worst.

Do not bother purchasing this book if you haven't already and when it comes
out in paperback, again, do not even bother.  It's worthless drivel.

Just MHO.  :)

Scott Weintraub
scottw@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 21:52:14 GMT
From: LopezE@rpi.edu (Zed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Crowley: Little, Big

briansp@css.itd.umich.edu (Brian W. Spolarich) writes:
>  Anyone know the writing of John Crowley, specifically Little, Big?  

Yes, there's a small, loyal Crowley contingent here.

>Another one of the best novels (of any kind) that I have read.  I was
>curious if anyone had any thoughts to share on this book.  Impressions,
>favorite parts, speculations on sources, etc.  I am not familiar with the
>format of this group.  Are these appropriate types of postings?

Well, you're liable to get much more mileage through starting the ball
rolling by posting your own bold opinions than just asking others'.

Bold opinion: All God's chilluns should read _Little, Big_. Of course,
justifying an opinion is more difficult than having one, and explicating
this one is very hard. I previously wrote here:

>Breaking down what I like about Crowley is very difficult to do and in
>ways misleading, for his work is very holographic, both explicitly and
>implicitly. Every part contains the whole. The further in you go, the
>bigger it gets.

If I talk about the plot, then, for that moment I have to ignore the
setting. And if I talk about the setting then I have to set aside the
characterization. But the plot/settings/characters/prose/themes are so
intertwined and mutually reinforcing that this is inappropriate. Text tends
toward linearity and duality. I write this one or a few words at a time, so
will it be read. Words emphasize their referents' separateness from others
in the name of disambiguation. And it's exactly these tendencies that
_Little, Big_ so successfully overcomes.  And, in doing so, changed my
perceptions of what a novel can achieve.

Like Smoky Barnable, having entered Edgewood, I've never entirely left. I
can't honestly discuss the book objectively - all my commentary is
subjective.

LopezE@rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 09:17:45 GMT
From: pathall@astro.as.arizona.edu (Patrick B. Hall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Crowley: Little, Big

LopezE@rpi.edu writes:
>>  Anyone know the writing of John Crowley, specifically Little, Big?  
>
>Yes, there's a small, loyal Crowley contingent here.
>
>>Another one of the best novels (of any kind) that I have read.  

I agree.  I like all his work that I've seen to some (usually high) degree;
Little, Big or Engine Summer being the best, IMHO.  Stop reading this post
and go read them if you haven't already.

Does anyone know what he is up to currently?  I haven't seen anything wby
him since a short story in Asimov's (?) a few years back.  Do I recall
correctly that Aegypt was to be the 1st of 4 in a series?  I actually hope
he is working on something different. Aegypt was rather plodding, I
thought; not his best.  Any info is appreciated!

Pat
pathall@as.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 16:37:50 GMT
From: LopezE@rpi.edu (Zed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Crowley [was re: Little, Big]

pathall@astro.as.arizona.edu (Patrick B. Hall) writes:
>Does anyone know what he is up to currently?  I haven't seen anything by
>him since a short story in Asimov's (?) a few years back.  Do I recall
>correctly that Aegypt was to be the 1st of 4 in a series?  I actually hope
>he is working on something different. Aegypt was rather plodding, I
>thought; not his best.  Any info is appreciated!

Since "Missolonghi 1824" in Asimov's, he's published at least one short
story, "Exogamy" which appeared in an Omni anthology. Both of these are in
_Antiquities: Seven Stories_ from Incunabula (out last November). This
contains all his short work outside of _Novelty_ (that I know of). At $25
for a thin (100 page) hardcover, it's pricey, but I'm still very glad to
have it (despite having already tracked down all the anthologies across
which this work was scattered).

_Aegypt_ is indeed the first of a planned tetralogy, and I understand the
second, _Love and Sleep_ is finished and should be out this year.
(YAAAAY!) And that Bantam (I'm pretty sure it was) is planning to reprint
his other novels in trade paperback concurrent with _L&S_'s publication.
(YAAAAY!) It will finally become easy to press copies of _Engine Summer_ on
people! And again become easy with _Little, Big_!

Given how tightly and holistically Crowley writes, I don't think it's
appropriate to judge _Aegypt_ by its virtues as a standalone book. Its
conclusions are to come 1000 pages and 10 years from now, and I don't doubt
that we'll be seeing its contents in all sorts of new ways as we read _L&S_
and the third and fourth books. Crowley's plots move very slowly, but they
certainly go somewhere. With _Aegypt_, we just don't know where yet. His
books _are_ strongly plotted, but not impatiently so. In other words, I'm
claiming (because I have faith in Crowley) that the slow pace will be worth
it for the eventual payoff, and it's only because we haven't gotten there
that it may have seemed plodding (I didn't find it so).

LopezE@rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 94 21:57:26 GMT
From: pathall@astro.as.arizona.edu (Patrick B. Hall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Crowley [was re: Little, Big]

LopezE@rpi.edu writes:
>_Aegypt_ is indeed the first of a planned tetralogy, and I understand the
>second, _Love and Sleep_ is finished and should be out this year.  Given
>how tightly and holistically Crowley writes, I don't think it's
>appropriate to judge _Aegypt_ by its virtues as a standalone book.  

I'm certainly willing to wait for all 4 books (and I certainly will be
buying them!) before judging.  Nevertheless, Aegypt didn't reach me as much
as, say, the first 25% of Little, Big did.  Even so, an average book by
Crowley is better than the best books by some other authors, IMHO.

Pat Hall
pathall@as.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 05:18:06 GMT
From: Elistan+@cmu.edu (Mark Alan Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Feist's New Book

John Novak@cegt201.bradl writes:
>To the best of my knowledge (gleaned from the Feist Mailing list) it will
>be the first of a trilogy, set a long time after King's Buccaneer.  An
>entirely new cast of major on-screen characters will star, though Pug,
>Macros and/or Nakor may appear.  The trilogy is apparently about a much
>more aggressive war between the Pantathian Serpent People and Everybody
>Else.

   *sigh* Pug has always been my favorite character from his books.  Pug
and his magic has always fascinated me.  Feist dropped a few hints here and
there about the extent of Pug's magic - like the time when Pug did that
trick to soften the leather bindings.  (Sorry, it's been a *long* time
since I read Magician, and I don't even remember what the two different
styles of magic are called.)  However, Feist never went anywhere with this,
much to my vast dissapointment.  Ah well...

Mark Lang
elistan+@cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 16:49:53 GMT
From: cschanck@access3.digex.net (C.R.S. Schanck)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Feist's New Book

I always liked Jimmy, Arutha, Martin etc. much more than Pug, Thomas, etc..
It frustrated me that we go to see so little of them in the books following
_Darkness_.  Why does he feel obligated to create characters we identify
with, then write the next book in such a fashion that they are thrown away?

Grmmmphhh.

Chris
cschanck@access.digex.net

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 94 18:49:23 GMT
From: jlpicard@wixer.bga.com (Craig Becker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Jumper_ by Steven Gould

I just read Steven Gould's first novel, _Jumper_, and would like to
recommend it highly to anyone who's looking for pure fun. If you've never
heard of this book before, it's about a kid who discovers that he can
teleport.

A very impressive first novel. I guess the only thing I found disappointing
about it was that it was too short.  I'm looking forward to reading more of
Gould's work in the future.

Craig Becker
Austin, TX USA
jlpicard@wixer.bga.com
jlpicard@austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 01:00:22 GMT
From: myong@harp.aix.calpoly.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Jumper_ by Steven Gould

Not *the* Steven Gould, is it?

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 19:21:42 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Jumper_ by Steven Gould

> Not *the* Steven Gould, is it?

"No, just *a* Steven Gould. Didn't you hear - I come in six-packs."

If you mean the Stephen Jay Gould who writes essays about science, no, he's
not the same person who wrote _Jumper_. Note spelling of first names.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 21:39:44 GMT
From: foxuria@blackout.uucp (Scott Van Horn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Outcast, by Simon Hawke

Has anyone else read "The Outcast," book one of the Tribe of One written by
Simon Hawke?  I have read it and would like to discuss a few things in it
with others who have read it!

Scott Van Horn
brer_foxuria@blackout.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 21:37:47 GMT
From: rshipley@access3.digex.net (Rich Shipley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James P. Hogan: where have you gone?

I read his last Giants series book which I think came out last year. It
suffers from a particular sequel disease: What you read in the last book
isn't quite what really happened, this is (the previous book had this
also). It was enjoyable enough to read though, even with its ugly cover
and trendy topic (virtual reality).

Rich

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 13:32:25 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun063.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tom Holt.

Does anyone have a full bibliography for Tom Holt? I've read one of his
books (Who's Afraid of Beowulf) which I really liked, and have heard good
reports of a lot of others of his.  (I checked John Wenn's author lists on
elbereth but he hasn't done Tom Holt.)

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 07:06:05 GMT
From: smt0@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (STEFAN M. THIEME)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: sequel to In the Shadow of the Oak King?

Subject says it all...I enjoyed _In the Shadow of the Oak King_ (by
Courtney Jones) especially since I had just read Morte de Arthur. While the
characterizations were a bit off (I mean, her characters didn't do ANYTHING
wrong, did they?) and I found the whole pyschic ability thing a bit, well,
hokey (especially for an Arthurian setting) I really enjoyed the setting;
the view into the cultures of the picts, gaels etc. and the whole of Dark
Ages Britain.

   Soooo...the book ends promising a sequel, but I haven't heard a thing
about it.  Is it out? Is it good? Is Jones dead? What?

Thanks.

smt0@lehigh.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Garrett (6 msgs) & Kay (2 msgs) & Kress &
                     Edward Llewellyn (3 msgs) & Longyear (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 18:31:34 GMT
From: demers@src.honeywell.com (Bob DeMers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Randall Garrett

Recently I have been reading my wife's copies of "The Gandalara Cycle" by
Randall Garrett and Vicki Ann Heydron and have a couple of questions.

First, there are several indirect references, in the story and dedication,
etc. to a Paul and Marion, in the San Francisco area.  Are these Paul Edwin
Zimmer and Marion Zimmer Bradley?  One reference in particular mentions
Paul as a broadsword instructor.

Second, What happened to Randall Garrett?  The authors blurb at the back
of the first four or five books describes Vicki Ann Heydron and him as
living in Texas, working on the next installment.  However, by the time of
the publication of the collected cycle (two volumes) he suffered from some
serious accident or illness, requiring that Vicki complete the series
alone.

Any info?  Inquiring minds want to know.

Bob DeMers

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 20:12:27 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Randall Garrett

Bob DeMers <demers@src.honeywell.com> wrote:
>Second, What happened to Randall Garrett?  

In the 1970s or so he came down with encephalitis and essentially never
recovered.  He survived for several years in an increasingly helpless
state: first he couldn't write, then he couldn't even cope around the
house; then it became impossible for Vicki to take care of him at home and
she had to put him into the local VA hospital.  He died there around 1980.

Oh dear.  I still miss him.

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 20:26:25 GMT
From: dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu (David Empey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Randall Garrett

hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty) writes:
>I believe Garrett died in the late 80s.  I never met the man, but I wish
>he'd been able to write many more Lord Darcy stories.

Someone (is it Michael Kurland?) has written 2 very good continuation
stories, in one of which Lord Darcy and Master Sean go to New France ( or
was it New England?) but I cannot bring to mind either title or author with
certainty.

Dave Empey

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 05:43:11 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Randall Garrett

dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu (David Empey) writes:
>Someone (is it Michael Kurland?) has written 2 very good continuation
>stories, in one of which Lord Darcy and Master Sean go to New France ( or
>was it New England?) but I cannot bring to mind either title or author
>with certainty.

Yes, it's Kurland; they're "Ten Little Wizards" and "A Study In Sorcery".
Worth reading but, not *quite* up to Garrett's original. In ASiS they end
up in Central Un-America, investigating a ritual murder in a pyramid; in
TLW, they must deal with impossible deaths at a wizards' convention, aieee!

For more info on Randal's decline and fall, you might want to find a pair
of trade paperbacks called Takeoff! and Takeoff Two!, which are (partly)
compilations of parodies by Garrett, and which contain some *hilarious*
stuff...

Dave DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 11:29:09 GMT
From: fledgist@weber.ucsd.edu (Fragano Ledgister)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Randall Garrett

dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney) writes:
>Yes, it's Kurland; they're "Ten Little Wizards" and "A Study In Sorcery".
>Worth reading but, not *quite* up to Garrett's original. In ASiS they end
>up in Central Un-America, investigating a ritual murder in a pyramid; in
>TLW, they must deal with impossible deaths at a wizards' convention,
>aieee!

Er, in _ASiS_ the bulk of the action takes place in Manhattan and environs
(the denouement takes place in New Jersey).  The pyramid is located on what
is in this universe Liberty Island.

I agree that Kurland's continuations are not quite up to the original. In
particular, he seems to have less of a sense of the appropriate language,
culture etc. of the Darcy universe than the creator (hardly surprising, but
particularly disappointing when, in _TLW_, he sticks in bits of modern
French - a language which does not exist in that universe).

fledgist@weber.ucsd.edu  

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 16:51:56 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Randall Garrett

It was Kurland, yes. I thought they were ennnh. Not boring, but A) no
horrible evil puns, B) Kurland didn't quite understand Garrett's system of
magic, and C) basically Garrett was one of the *cleverest* writers I know
of, and it comes through in his work, and Kurland isn't Garrett.

I wish he hadn't died.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 22:38:00 GMT
From: e_dessu@pavo.concordia.ca (dez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Guy G. Kay:_A_Song_For_Arbonne_

Hi, it's me again.

I was just rereading ASFA, and something caught my attention.  It has been
mentioned here before a week or so ago, but either I missed the answer, or
no answer was given:

Who did Blaise give the yellow flower to?  

Lisseut?  I don't think so, but the epilogue hints that they might have
become lovers, and Blaise the father of her child...

Ariane?  If so, it was in secret, she being a married woman after all...

WHO?

Did Kay just forget to tie up this loose thread or did he deliberately
leave us hanging?  Oh the aggravation of it all!

On an unrelated topic: There are two moons in the world where Arbonne is
located.  I can't remember if there are two moons in Tigana's world, one
white and one blue.  If so, the "strongly magical lands far to the south
past the deserts" might be the Palm and its two enemies.  In _Tigana_, the
farther south one went, the colder it got (southern hemisphere), and a vast
desert land lay to the north.

Just a thought.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 01:25:40 GMT
From: kt@spsun5.uucp
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner) wrote:
>I enjoyed _Tigana_, on the whole, but I thought it was awfully unfocused.
>Not as much so as the Fionavar trilogy (which had a kind of kitchen-sink
>quality to it),

I enjoyed the Fionavar Tapestry very much. In fact, it's one of my prized
collections. Well, maybe people who don't like Arthurian stories would
dislike the parallels here. I guess Kay's peculiar style of writing got to
me. There were times when his play of words conveyed such depth of feeling
that brought a lump to my throat. I'll treasure the books till my old age!

Tigana was equally moving. Again Kay's style was responsible. I especially
liked the part where Devin first found out he was from Tigana. The joy of
finally finding who you are, and the sorrow upon discovering what was
ripped from you are ...(I'm lost for words here) Devin is an ordinary guy
the reader can identify with, a guy with a good career ahead of him, who is
suddenly thrown into the winds of fate.  His lost and subsequent passion to
bring Tigana back is his role in this story. What about Baern? No, he
doesn't occupy the same spotlight as Devin because Baern knew from the very
beginning what he was committed to. Alessan too. Actually Alessan's story
did not move me as much as Devin's. Only the part where Alessan invoked his
power to bind what's-his-name-wizard brought some awe. His father, as
Brandin's fool and his final redemption makes you realise the enormous
suffering he endured. (Knowing what was done to him, but not able to do
anything, knowing who Dianora was and helpless to do anything about it).

>I always feel as though Kay puts his books together by tossing in whatever
>appeals to him at the time.

No, I cannot agree with that. Kay is a masterful story teller (oh BTW, did
you know he helped Christopher Tolkien, J.R.R.Tolkien's son, bring out the
Silmarillion?). Is Kay manipulating the reader's emotions to make his
stories sound good? I think so, but I'll forgive him for that.

Kenneth
kenneth.s.y.tan@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 15:29:34 GMT
From: ecl@mtgpfs2.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE ALIENS OF EARTH by Nancy Kress

Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com amkes a complete fool of herself by writing:
>This book of eighteen stories is Nancy Kress's second collection.  (The
>first, TRINITY AND OTHER STORIES, was published in 1985 by Bluejay and is
>out of print.)  This one includes the two Hugo-nominated stories "And Wild
>for to Hold" and "The Mountain to Mohammed."  (They were both nominated
>for Best Novelette for 1990, and when "The Mountain to Mohammed" won,
>Kress was presented with a button that read, "I lost the Hugo to Nancy
>Kress.")

As Brad Templeton pointed out to me in email, Kress won the Hugo for the
*Novella* "Beggars in Spain", and lost for the *Novella* "And Wild for To
Hold."  "The Mountain to Mohammed," a short story, was nominated for a Hugo
last year but lost.

Next time I'll look the stuff up - even when I'm sure.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 17:59:15 GMT
From: buri@probe2.phys.ualberta.ca (Michael Burianyk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Edward Llewellyn series

There is a series of SF novels that I've been wondering about for awhile.
It was interesting, because everytime I picked one up, I never realized it
was part of the series until I was well into each one.  The last one was
published about 10 years ago, and I've never seen anything else by the same
author to finish off the series.

The writer is Edward Llewellyn, and the books are (all from 'DAW Books'):
 'The Douglas Convolution' - 1979
'The Bright Companion' - 1980
'Prelude to Chaos' - 1983
'Salvage and Destroy'  - 1984

They are all 'copyright by Edward Llewellyn-Thomas.  There is a fifth book
by 'Edward Llewellyn' - 'Fugitive in Transit' (Daw Books, 1985 copyright by
Evelyn Llewellyn-Thomas), but I have a difficult time fitting it into the
series above.

I apologize for not describing the series in any great detail.  Suffice it
to say it ranges in time from the late 1970s up to the 22nd (?) century or
so, and involves the collapse of our civilization due to infertility of
woman from unforeseen side-effects of a miracle drug.  Civilization
collapses and is rebuilt through the efforts of a religious sect and it's
'Teacher', who is more than meets the eye.  It's not great literature -
occasionally the plot has gaping holes - coincidence sometimes plays a
major role and it's almost as if the main characters are reincarnated every
few decades (i.e. it seems like it's the same characters with different
names a la Heinlein), but it's a lot of fun and I enjoyed it immensely
(I've reread it a couple of times).

Has anyone else read this series?  What did you think about it?  Was there
ever a fifth book?  Is the 4th one ('Salvage and Destroy') sufficient to
finish the series off (I've thought about it and have decided that I can
live with the series as it is, though I would like a fifth to finish things
off).  Who is/was Edward Llewellyn-Thomas and what relation does Evelyn
have to him?  Was anything else written by him/her?

Michael Burianyk
University of Alberta

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 04:23:17 GMT
From: paul@econ.yale.edu (Paul McGuire)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edward Llewellyn series

I also have _Word-Bringer_, (Daw Books, 1986 copyright by Evelyn
Llewellyn-Thomas).  From the blurb it doesn't look like it ties in with the
rest, though I have a vague memory that it did.  It would have to be at the
beginning of his time line.  I believe I heard that he had died.

I liked them well enough to snap them up as they came out, though I can't
say that I've reread them any time recently.  I had the same experience of
being half way through with each of his books before realizing that it tied
into the rest.

Paul McGuire
paul@econ.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 20:44:37 GMT
From: paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edward Llewellyn series

Dani Zweig <dani@netcom.com> wrote:
>I quite agree with your characterization: It's not great writing, but it's
>good fun.  Even if Llewellyn did have to invent a new biological principle
>just in order to sneak a tall blond into every book.

I just reread most of _Fugitive in Transit_, I didn't find any tall blondes
there...

But there is one question which has annoyed me for some time.  In the FiT,
"Titian" hair is described as hair where the individual strands vary from
blonde (ok...) to auburn, but every dictionary I've seen doesn't say this.
Did Llewellyn make up his definition?

Samuel Paik
Digital Equipment Corporation
3D Device Support
paik@mlo.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 17:23:38 GMT
From: VONKROP@indy.navy.mil (PAM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Barry Longyear: Does he still write?

I was wondering what's happened to this guy.  He wrote "Enemy Mine" in 1985
(I think), and I enjoyed it tremendously.  The movie didn't even come
close.  I'm also an OSC fan, the story seemed very similar to Card's work.
Anybody know what Barry L. is doing now?

Really curious.

Pam Von Krosigk
Indianapolis

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 18:47:01 GMT
From: zotman@world.std.com (BES)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barry Longyear: Does he still write?

Try finding his circus world trilogy:
City of Baraboo
Elephant Song
Circus World

There is a banking scene in City of Baraboo that causes me to burst out
laughing every time I read it. All three of these would probably be called
tragic comedies, with Elephant Song one of the saddest books I've ever
read.

I haven't found anything by Barry L. in several years though.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 00:55:22 GMT
From: Mark.Stackpole@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Mark Stackpole)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barry Longyear: Does he still write?

   Over the past couple of years, Barry B. Longyear has been publishing a
series of polished and moving short stories in _Amazing_, and due to TSRs
wretched distribution, almost nobody has been able to read them.
   Also, to keep food on the table I guess, Barry has written one of the
"Alien Nation" novels (#4 I think).
   Why has he been so quiet? Check out his "Saint Mary Blues" for the
answer.

Mark_Stackpole@oclc.org

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 15:36:52 GMT
From: stefanj@illuminati.io.com (Stefan E. Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barry Longyear: Does he still write?

I met Mr. Longyear about a year back.  He's still writing.  What he isn't
doing is getting published.  He doesn't have an "in" with any publishers at
the moment.  He did have a story or two published in "Amazing" a year or so
back.

May I suggest all of Mr. Longyear's fans WRITE to publishers (specifically,
their SF editors) and tell them your feelings?

Stefan Jones

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 17:34:19 GMT
From: LopezE@rpi.edu (Zed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barry Longyear [was Re: Does he still write?]

I still look back fondly on _It Came From Schenectady_ as a very strong
collection - I can still, years later, remember clearly parts of those
stories. _Manifest Destiny_, the connected stories that include "Enemy
Mine" is also very good. Besides "EM", I really liked "USE Force", a very
Heinleinian sf war story. The Circus World stories are hilarious and
heart-breaking. After finding all these, I was considering myself a pretty
big Longyear fan.

Then I hit _The God Box_, and I haven't been able to read him since.

_Infinity Hold_ and _Sea of Glass_ still sit unread on my shelf. I've heard
him speak at conventions about how important a book it was for him, and how
much its ideas helped him turn his life around, and, well, I'm glad it
worked for him. For me, it was the emptiest feel-good sentimentalism this
side of Richard Bach.

I'm pretty sure _Sea of Glass_ and I think _Infinity Hold_ predate _The God
Box_, so I know consciously that I shouldn't hold it against them. But so
far I can't help myself.

LopezE@rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 21:59:52 GMT
From: donh@ihs.com (Don Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barry Longyear: Does he still write?

A few years ago I found a book I believe was called "Infinity Hold" about a
prison planet and the society the prisoners set up.  Excellent story; ranks
right up there with "Enemy Mine".  But, alas, nothing lately.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 18:44:08 GMT
From: coen841@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu (Coen Mark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barry Longyear: Does he still write?

Barry had another book called _The God Box_ that was fantasy a few years
ago.  I know he's friends with Emma Bull and Will Shetterly and has shown
up in several of their shared world anthologies but I'm not sure if he's
done anything other than short fiction lately.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 22:11:57 GMT
From: jseaver@bigwpi.wpi.edu (Jason John Seaver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barry Longyear: Does he still write?

   I just picked up "Alien Nation #4: The Change" by Barry B. Longyear
(like the way he throws a couple of Maine references into it); the inside
front cover said that the next AN book ("Slag Like Me") would be an
original by Mr. Longyear.  Looks like he's decided it's time to pay some
bills.

Jay
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Date: 15 Feb 94 19:06:53 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Regrets about Seeker's Mask

cpf@alchemy.TN.Cornell.EDU (Courtenay Footman):
>One comment about the book: I have seen nobody mention it, but it is
>obvious who the other two Tyr-ridan are, isn't it?

Yup, I've got it all figured out!  Kindrie is a red herring: The second
Tyr-ridan is *Jorin*, who's obviously an Arin-Ken pretending to be an
ounce.  (That's why the other Arin-Ken treat him so well.)  So far, though,
he's only used his powers of preservation to stay dry.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 21:05:17 GMT
From: schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu (Christina Schulman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Seeker's Mask_ by P.C.Hodgell MAJOR SPOILERS

Mike Ellis (mkellis@hoshi.Colorado.EDU) wrote:
> Actually, what *I* would like to know is what is Ganth's current status.
> Is he still alive, dead in that way that only characters in Hodgell books
> can be, or really *dead* and that little voice in Tori's head is just his
> subconscious working overtime.

You know, I've been thinking about this for a few days, and I'm really not
sure.  I suspect that it's a bit of both of the latter two.  He's certainly
not still alive.  I think he was a haunt (which raises even more
interesting questions - if Ashe knows what Ganth knows, she knows he
disowned Tori, among other things).  Tori and Kindrie supposedly gave all
the Haunted Lands keep haunts to the pyre, properly this time, in _Dark of
the Moon_, so Ganth shouldn't be exactly a haunt anymore.

This was right around the time that Kin-Slayer was being reforged in
Perimal Darkling, though, so he might be the presence that's currently
making the blade even more malign than usual.  And the Knorth appear to
bounce in and out of each others' soulscapes with dismaying ease, so a bit
of Ganth's loving, fatherly presence might genuinely be behind that
recently bolted door in Tori's soulscape, especially since Tori's soul-
scape seems to be the Haunted Lands keep, which Ganth inhabited post-death
for a while.  (And we all know how important correspondences are after
reading "Bones," right?)

Or Tori might simply be a rather disturbed individual due to the lack of a
loving and supportive parental presence during his formative years. :-)

> For her own good she should probably stick to embroidery. With her claws
> she could probably get good enough to dispense with the needles.  :-)

I begin to suspect that Ms. Hodgell has the sentence "Jame extended a claw
and began to pick the lock" bound to a function key in her word processor.

Elsewhere, Dani said:

>>>... Hodgell *could* pick the story up where she leaves this one but, it
>>>would work very well if instead she picked up ten years later, with the
>>>situation implied by "Stranger Blood".
> >
>>I disagree!  I want to see what happens at Tentir...
> 
>There are two perspectives, the artistic and the fannish.  From the
>fannish perspective, I want the next ten years covered at the rate of one
>book per six months.  But it's more artistic to leave things untold and
>bring a story to an eventual close.

Like she did in _Godstalk_, you mean?  Ummmmm.  I see what you mean, but
I'm still firmly in the fannish camp.

Rumor has it (meaning Al Newcomber of Hypatia Press mentioned) that she's
thinking about publishing a book of short stories about Patches et al. in
Tai-tastigon.  Much as I'd like to see more of Tai-tastigon, I'd rather see
her expend her publishing effort on more of Jame.  (We should be so lucky.)

Christina Schulman
Pittsburgh NMR Institute                 
schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu
schulman@clarity.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 01:13:51 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Regrets about Seeker's Mask

erica@cc.gatech.edu (Erica Liebman Sadun):
>1. Who is kindrie's father?  Why do I keep suspecting Ishtier?  Isn't he
>Knorth?  Could he have been Ganth?  Brother/sister matings are not unheard
>of.  Are there any other Knorth'im?

Gerridan is still around, and we don't *know* he's sterile.  And was Bender
a Knorth?

>2. Did the "four" come into being only when the Kencyrath came to to
>Rathiellien?  Are they, like the Tai'Tast gods, only artifacts of a
>greater being which regards them not?

Indications seem to be that the coming of Perimal and the Kencyrath caused
the native divinity of Rathillien, previously manifested in the old
pantheon,to precipitate itself into the Four.

>5. Will we see Jame and Tori (or Jame and Kindrie) become, er, more , er,
>intimate?

Not in the next seven years or so, at any rate, apparently.

>6. What is the deal with the short stories?  What am I missing?

I don't know, which ones have you got?

>12. Does Tori have any physical shanir markers?  Besides Hair and Claws
>are there any other markers that we have seen?

Well, his hair is turning white, but it's not clear that this is a Shanir
trait.  Then again, the Randir heir manifested his markers rather late in
life.

>13. When did the fall happen?  Was it on Rathiellien or on a previous
>world?

The previous world.  That's why they had to make the transition with only a
fragment copied from the Book.

>13. One of the best things about the story is that the "plan" has gone
>awry (temples unfinished, etc.) Why did the plan go awry?

Who says it went awry?  From the Builders' viewpoint, and from the priests'
it has but, from Three-Face's standpoint everything's probably right on
track and on schedule.

>14. ... Ashe has established that Jame is indestructable except for the
>Kendar.

Corrections: Ashe has cited a tradition, probably true, that only a Kencyr
can kill a Tyr-ridan.  And this is far from being comprehensive protection
in any case.

>15. Why are people not reacting more about there being a "tyr-ridian",
>"Champion" and "Fratricide" around?

Among things, most people only know about this through Ishtier's report,
which was incomplete and inaccurate.

>16. How old is Kindrie? 

Good question.  About twenty-eight.

>17. Is the knitting message arriving instantaneously at the other end?  Or
>do you have to encode it and then send it?

Both.  It's instantaneous if you have the power - we've seen it in action
but, many women physically send their messages.  Note that the women are
generally far more accepting of Shanir traits.

>18. What further role will Lyra play?  Also, I found it hard to discern
>about Kalli - is she permanently "aged"?

Looks as if Lyra's about to get Jame as a sister for real.  (The
implication was that Tori doesn't have the political power to refuse.)  As
for Kalli, implications are that her face is now badly withered and
shriveled.

>19. How can Jame subdue a rathorn intent on her destruction

This one's easy:  She's going to blood-bind him.

>and why does she see herself in her dreamscape as a rathorn?

It's the symbol of her house, so it's not surprising that her dream armor
should take that form.

>20. Will Tori ever discover sominex?

Yes.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 06:07:41 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Regrets about Seeker's Mask

erica@cc.gatech.edu (Erica Liebman Sadun) writes:
>1. Who is kindrie's father?  Why do I keep suspecting Ishtier?  Isn't he
>Knorth?  Could he have been Ganth?  Brother/sister matings are not unheard
>of.  Are there any other Knorth'im?

He could NOT have been Ganth; Ganth had been in the eastern lands for years
when Kindrie had been born; Ishtier is probably out for the same reason.

>2. Did the "four" come into being only when the Kencyrath came to to
>Rathiellien?  Are they, like the Tai'Tast gods, only artifacts of a
>greater being which regards them not?

The human incarnations of the four only came into existence when the
Kencyrath came.  The Old Pantheon, whoever, pre-existed the coming of the
Kencyrath.

>3. Of what significance is it that the "stepchild" of the planet has more
>or less become part of it?  And what will happen when Jame fails to earn
>right hand braids as the earth-wife's lover?

Hodgell might know;  it is doubtful anyone else does.

>4. What is the difference between the river snake and the chaos serpeant?

The river snake is a river.  The chaos serpeant goes under the land.  (This
is what I remember.  It may be wrong.)

>5. Will we see Jame and Tori (or Jame and Kindrie) become, er, more , er,
>intimate?

Not Jame and Tori;  Jame and Kindrie is a possibility.

>6. What is the deal with the short stories?  What am I missing?

One of the short stories, "Bones", covers James activities in Tai-Tastegon
three months after Scamp's suicide.  It explains the cryptic remark that is
made about her other thefts besides the Peacock gloves, and is primarily
about what happened to the builder of Penari's Maze.  The second, "Stranger
Blood", is about a brief visit that Jame makes to a border keep, about five
years after Seeker's Mask.  Hodgell tells us that she survives randon
training, and that she has "enjoyed" an active life.  Somehow Bender is now
in her service, although he still hasn't got his soul back.  What you 
primarily missing is two good stories!

>8. Why was Marc so conspicuously absent? And does he have a future with
>Brier? (I suspect he would have been a little inconvenient around the
>Merrikit)

Why was Perrin not present in _The Fires of Heaven_?

>10. Why no shifters or chaotics?  Are they just lickin' their wounds right
>now?

For most of the last 3000 years, Gerridon has done little.  The darklings
became active only when some of the lesser highborn revolted.  The revolt
suffered a crushing defeat at the Cataracts, and so the darklings are
staying home again.

>12. Does Tori have any physical shanir markers?  Besides Hair and Claws
>are there any other markers that we have seen?

His hair is turning white.  None to my knowledge.  

>13. When did the fall happen?  Was it on Rathiellien or on a previous
>world?

The fall happened 3000 years ago, on the world previous to Rathillien.  ...
_And she danced.  Two-thirds of the People fell that night, Highborn and
Kendar.  "Rise up, Highlord of the Kencyrath", said the Arrin-ken to
Glendar.  "Your brother has forfeited all.  Flee, man, flee, and we will
follow."  And so he fled, Cloak, Knife, and Book abandoning, into the new
world.  Barriers he raies, and his people consecrated them.  "A watch we
will keep," they said, "and our honor someday avenge.  Alas for the greed
of a man and the deceit of a woman, that we should come to this."_

>13. One of the best things about the story is that the "plan" has gone
>awry (temples unfinished, etc...) Why did the plan go awry?

Something killed the Builders.  It is not clear what.

>14. Jame's gifts to date: 1. killing machine (senethar), 2. Far seeing
>(like Tori) 3. teleportation (with the ivory knife falling over her) 4.
>levitation (over roof shingles), 5. blood binding (bane, etc.) and psychic
>binding too.  Fortunately, she is insecure enough to avoid classic
>superman syndrome although Ashe has established that Jame is
>indestructible except for the Kendar.

Plus the ability to curse, to carry souls, to reap souls, to link with
animals, and to use the master ruins.  (Setting fire to a blizzard is
moderately impressive.) Also she is a superb thief, with excellent
navigation skills, climbing ability, and lock picking ability.  She is not
very good on horseback, and she has not been trained in the sword.
However, randon training should teach her the sword, and in "Stranger
Blood" she enters riding a Whinno-hir.

>15. Why are people not reacting more about there being a "tyr-ridian",
>"Champion" and "Fratricide" around?  (I am assuming that the fratricide is
>bane - who agrees?  She could pull a twist and make it Kindrie if he is
>really ganth's son)

Because not many know, fewer believe it it, and nobody is sure of it.  I
hope that it is Bane.

>16. How old is Kindrie? 

I don't know exactly; within a few years of 20.  (The battle of White Hills
was "more than thirty" years ago, and his mother died very young having
him. One could go looking through the books to pin those dates down
exactly.)

>17. Is the knitting message arriving instantaneously at the other end?  Or
>do you have to encode it and then send it?  What was the deal there?

It depends on who was doing the knitting.  When the Earth mother does it, I
suspect it goes faster than most other people can do it.

>19. How can Jame subdue a rathorn intent on her destruction - and why does
>she see herself in her dreamscape as a rathorn?

1) If the the rathorn bites her and swallows her blood without killing her,
the rathorn has a problem.

2) There are similarities.  Also, a rathorn is the emblem of House Knorth.

>20. Will Tori ever discover sominex?

I think he will not fear going to sleep so much; Ganth isn't there any
more.

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 10:28:14 GMT
From: nsmca@aurora.alaska.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Moorcock "Eternal Champion" Cycle list!

Anyone have a list of all Michael Moorcocks books, especially the "Eternal
Champion" cycle..

I am or was working on collecting/reading all of them, but some seem to be
out of print.

Also is there a "time line" of champions? Namely who came first in the
series...

nsmca@acad3.alaska.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 15:00:44 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun029.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Moorcock "Eternal Champion" Cycle list!

John Wenn's excellent author list is available from the archives on
gandalf.  Below is also the list of a recent series by Millenium in the UK
titled The Tale of the Eternal Champion (most of the EC stuff barring the
cornelius works also recently reprinted in two volumes). There's no real
order to them, but Mike and others decided that the order of publishing for
the recent Millenium editions is AN appropriate order (certainly the last
few should be read after the first, and each of the champions has it's own
internal order which helps).

This is the list of Moorcock editions by Millenium:
#1  Von Bek - 
    containing: The War Hound and the World's Pain, The City in the 
                Autumn Stars, The Pleasure Garden of Felippe 
                Sagittarius.
#2  The Eternal Champion -
    containing: The Eternal Champion, Phoenix in Obsidian,
                The Dragon in the Sword.
#3  Hawkmoon -
    containing: The Jewel in the Skull, The Mad God's Amulet,
                The Sword of the Dawn, The Runstaff.
#4  Corum -
    containing: The Knight of Swords, The Queen of Swords,
                The King of Swords.
#5  Sailing to Utopia -
    containing: The Ice Schooner, The Black Corridor, Flux, The
                Distant Suns.
#6  A Nomad of the Time Streams -
    containing: The Warlord of the Air, The Land Leviathan, The Steel
                Tsar.
#7  The Dancers at the End of Time -
    containing: An Alien Heat, The Hollow Lands, The End of All Songs
#8  Elric of Melnibone -
    containing: Elric of Melnibone, The Fortress of the Pearl, The
                Sailor on the Seas of Fate, The Dreaming City, While
                Gods Laugh, The Singing Citadel
#9  The New Nature of the Catastrophe -
    containing: MM's Jerry Cornelius stories, plus additional stories
                by Brian Aldiss, Norman Spinrad, M. John Harrison,
                James Sallis, Simon Inges (sic), and John Clute
#10 The Prince with the Silver Hand -
    containing: The Bull and the Spear, The Oak and the Ram, The
                Sword and the Stallion
#11 Legends From the End of Time -
    containing: Pale Roses, White Stars, Ancient Shadows, Constant
                Fire, Elric at the End of Time
#12 Stormbringer -
    containing: The Vanishing Tower, The Revenge of the Rose, The
                Bane of the Black Sword, Stormbringer
#13 Earl Aubec -
    containing - Lots of short works including Earl Aubec and The Golden
    		 Barge.
#14 Count Brass -
    containing: Count Brass, Champion of Garathorm, The Quest for Tanelorn.

So far each volume comes out simultaneously in Hardback/Softback (same
editions barring hard/soft cover) Hardcovers L15.99 soft L10.99 with no
plans for A format paperbacks as yet.

There were rumours that a US publisher was negotiating similar rights.
Also out recently are The Cornelius Quartet and A Cornelius Calendar which
are the original Cornelius quad and most of the others (20thC, lives/times
etc.)

------------------------------
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Date: 16 Feb 94 19:16:23 GMT
From: schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu (Christina Schulman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Regrets about Seeker's Mask

Erica Liebman Sadun <erica@cc.gatech.edu> writes:

SPOILERS ahead

> 1. Who is kindrie's father?  Why do I keep suspecting Ishtier?  Isn't he
> Knorth?  Could he have been Ganth?  Brother/sister matings are not
> unheard of.  Are there any other Knorth'im?

I wonder if Kindrie's father might not be the mysterious Randir heir.  If
Kinzi was sheltering him from Rawneth, that would explain the blood feud
between them.  I know Kindrie was born 8 years after the Knorth massacre,
but we know he's still alive (it's still an open contract with the Shadow
Guild, anyway), so maybe he visited Tieri from time to time.  It's not like
there was a parade of full-blooded Highborn men strolling through the Ghost
Walks while Tieri was hidden there; only Adiraina, or someone else in
hiding there, would be anywhere near her.  And it would explain how Kindrie
inherited such strong Shanir traits.

It can't be Ishtier or Ganth; they were on the other side of the Ebonbane
when Kindrie was conceived.  I don't see any way that Kindrie could be a
purebred Knorth, since Tieri was the only Knorth in the Riverland at the
time.

Let's see, as far as other Knorth go, there's Gerridon, and maybe
Terribend; is 'Bender blood or bone kin?  He doesn't seem like the fatherly
type anyway.

> 2. Did the "four" come into being only when the Kencyrath came to to
> Rathiellien?  Are they, like the Tai'Tast gods, only artifacts of a
> greater being which regards them not?

I think when the Kencyrath showed up it really shook up Rathillien's native
divinity, which may or may not have been originally manifest in Gorgo and
his Old Pantheon buddies, and caused the Four to apotheosize.  I doubt that
said greater being regards them not.  After all, He did tell His people to
seek the Four.  They certainly have a great deal more power than the
Tai-tastigon godlings, and they're not nearly as frightened of Jame.

> 3. Of what significance is it that the "stepchild" of the planet has more
> or less become part of it?

Do you mean Jame or the Kencyrath?  I don't think Jame is any more a step-
child than the rest of her race(s), and I really don't think that she or
they have become part of Rathillien; despite having been there for more
than 3000 years, they don't even know that much about the Riverland.

> And what will happen when Jame fails to earn right hand braids as the
> earth-wife's lover?

Well, I don't think she's likely to strip like Sonny did and display what's
lacking.

> 4. What is the difference between the river snake and the chaos serpent?

The Chaos Serpent is supposed to be the offspring of Perimal Darkling, and
lies under Rathillien.  (Which may be flat, if it really does parallel
Mother Ragga's floor. :-) The River Snake lies under the River Silver, with
its heart at Hurlen and its head under the well at Kithorn.  Neither seems
to be particularly friendly; it's unclear, but I think it's the Eaten One
that was communicating with Jame and made the River Snake wait its turn.
So I think the Eaten One, not the River Snake, is the watery element of the
Four.

> 5. Will we see Jame and Tori (or Jame and Kindrie) become, er, more, er,
> intimate?

Hopefully never!  (For one thing, imagine what a jealous Bane might do to
them!)  There really isn't much point; the whole purpose of the Kencyrath
was to breed the Tyr-ridan.

> 6. What is the deal with the short stories?  What am I missing?

Umm.  The short stories that I'm aware of are "Bones," "Child of Darkness,"
and "Stranger Blood."  In "Bones," which is set in Tai-tastigon a few weeks
after Scramp's suicide, Jame has to deal with an earthquake, an old feud
between Penari and the Maze's dead-but-still-active architect, guilt, and
Monster hanging from a chandelier.  "Child of Darkness" is set on a
sort-of-future Earth, (Jame's in med school!) and I'm not sure if it's
supposed to be in continuity or not; if it is, it's during the lost years.
I haven't really decided if I like it or not.  These two are available as
chapbooks from Hypatia at $15 for the pair.  (Signed, numbered, etc.)
"Stranger Blood" is set almost 6 years after _Seeker's Mask_, and Jame
shows up at an outlying Border keep (I think it's the one that Rue is
from), where they're having a bit of trouble with changers.  I think it's
only available in "Imaginary Lands," edited by Robin McKinley.  No Marc,
but Jame has acquired a rather haughty Highborn buddy named Kracarn.

Al Newcomber at Hypatia mentioned that they might publish a collection of
short stories about Patches and friends set in Tai-tastigon.  I love
Tai-tastigon, but I'd rather see Hodgell spend her time on Jame.  It's not
like she has that many friends left alive in the Thieves' Guild.

> 7. When will the next book come out?

Not nearly soon enough.  If ever.

> 8. Why was Marc so conspicuously absent? And does he have a future with
> Brier?

I think he's down in Kothifir with the rest of Tori's retinue.  Somehow I
can't see him getting romantically involved with Brier...he's getting on in
years, after all, and she's only a cadet.  She's also not the friendliest
of Kendar.

> 9. Jame is the Maiden, ?Iron Matriarch? is the Hag...was Jamethiel Sr.
> the Mother?

Brenwyr and Jamethiel the (much) Elder resemble the Mother and the Hag, but
I think that's because they're so close to Regonereth.  Hopefully there
aren't that many Shanir around who are quite that destructive.

> What does it mean that she can see through the eyes of the maiden?

I presume that it's just because Jame is a tyr-ridan, so she's linked very
strongly to the knife, and most strongly to its maiden aspect.  If Tori is
the creative tyr-ridan, and it seems overwhelmingly likely that he is,
he'll probably end up with the Book.  Notice how the Serpent- Skin Cloak
showed up while Kindrie was rattling around in Jame's soul- scape?

> 10. Why no shifters or chaotics?  Are they just lickin' their wounds
> right now?

Yes.  And after all, Jame was presumably under heavy guard at Gothregor in
the heart of the Riverland, and once she left Gothregor she was only gone
for a week and only Trishien knew she was gone at all.

> 11. How can such a violent people with such a high mortality rate and
> such a low birth rate live more than a generation more?  On the other
> hand if they fulfil their "purpose" in this generation, then, what next?

Well, things do tend to get a lot more violent once Jame is involved, and I
doubt that massacres like the White Hills happen very often.  There's some
evidence that the Kencyrath has shrunk, such as abandoned Border keeps like
the one Ganth fled to in the Haunted Lands.  Hopefully, after Perimal
Darkling is destroyed, old Three-Face will dissolve the bond that
subjugates the Kendar to the Highborn.

> 12. Does Tori have any physical shanir markers?  Besides Hair and Claws
> are there any other markers that we have seen?

His hair is turning white, although he can blame that on Jame. :-) Does an
affinity for bats and an inclination to cackle count as a Shanir marker?
Shanir traits seem to be a lot more common among the Highborn than most of
them are aware, and a lot of those "mock-berserker" fits that Highborn
girls are prone to are probably the genuine article.  (It must make puberty
awfully interesting.  No wonder everyone sends their daughters to
Gothregor.)

> 13. When did the fall happen?  Was it on Rathiellien or on a previous
> world?

It happened 3027 years ago (at the time of _Seeker's Mask_) on the previous
world on the Chain of Creation.  But since there were already tem.

> 13. One of the best things about the story is that the "plan" has gone
> awry (temples unfinished, etc.) Why did the plan go awry?

(2 number 13's? :-)

Did it?  Everything points to Rathillien being the site for the final stand
against Perimal Darkling.  The Objects of Power are making their way back
to the Kencyrath.  The Builders won't be needed anymore.  If the building
of the temples was disrupted, it may have had something to do with those
pesky native powers, but the God Voice did tell the Kencyrs to seek the
Four, so those native powers are probably needed for the fight against
Perimal Darkling.

> 14. ...Ashe has established that Jame is indestructible except for the
> Kendar.

No, she's indestructible (although quite damageable) except for the Kencyr,
and the most dangerous for her are the other two potential tyr-ridan.  She
seems to be pretty dangerous for them, as well!

> 15. Why are people not reacting more about there being a "tyr-ridian",
> "Champion" and "Fratricide" around?

The few people that know (Ashe, Kirien, Brenwyr, and presumably Trishien)
that Jame is a tyr-ridan aren't sure.  Ishtier and Kindrie are the only
ones who know about the "Fratricide" bit, and hopefully Kindrie no longer
considers Ishtier a reliable source.  I don't know if Ishtier was too busy
gibbering to absorb the bit about "tyr-ridan;" if he takes it seriously
you'd think he'd be working a lot harder to kill her and earn brownie
points with his prospective employer.  (Gerridon, not Rawneth.)

> (I am assuming that the fratricide is bane - who agrees?)

Yep. I don't see any way of eventually getting rid of Bane other than using
the Ivory Knife on him.  Or maybe a great deal of fire or water and his
name, and there can't be too many people in the Riverland who know both his
name and how to slay a demon.

> 16. How old is Kindrie?

34 - 8 = 26.  I might be wrong about that 8, I don't have the book right
here with me.

> 17. Is the knitting message arriving instantaneously at the other end?
> Or do you have to encode it and then send it?  What was the deal there?

Maybe they use TCP/IP protocol!
 
> 18. What further role will Lyra play?

Comic relief.  And she is, after all, the only Highborn on Rathillien
who seems genuinely friendly toward Jame.  (Kirien's rather scared of
her, I think.  Wary, at least.)
 
> 19. How can Jame subdue a rathorn intent on her distruction

Once it slurps her blood, it won't have much choice in the matter.  See
"Stranger Blood."
 
> and why does she see herself in her dreamscape as a rathorn?

It's the symbol of her house, and she does have an affinity for things
of Ivory.  Whether or not she has a touch of Knorth madness is debatable.
 
> Oh well.  I've run out of questions for right now.

Here's a few:

What's the deal with the Randir heir, and have we encountered him yet?  The
only unaffiliated fullblood Highborn I can think of is Ishtier, and he'd
hardly go back and deal with Rawneth if she had sent Shadow Guild assassins
after him.  For that matter, the Randir heir wouldn't have been sent to
Wilden because he manifested late, so priests in general are out.

When a Bashtiri Shadow Guild Master closes his eyes, is he actually
immaterial or is he just somehow poured into his shadow?  There's something
about how he could have just gone under the door to escape from Bane if
only he'd kept his eyes closed when they're interrogating the Guild Master.
Since this guy was next-in-line to be the Guild GrandMaster (the
ShadowCraftMaster? apologies to Pern fans), is the current GrandMaster
going to come after Jame?

Are the Arrin-ken always involved in the God Voice, or only when they feel
like it?  It's a pretty potent weapon for Jame if she can incapacitate
priests in general, or even just Ishtier, by flinging out her arms and
crying "Lord, a judgement!"  Of course, she might not want to deal with the
consequences.

What are the priests working up to?  Why would they mislead the Kencyrath
about how easy it is for a soul to stick around after death (like Aerulan)
and why have they been keeping their dearly departed unburnt?  Why are they
so rich?

Exactly what kind of "trouble" is Men-dalis in?

Is Monster any relation to the River Snake? :-)

Christina Schulman
Pittsburgh NMR Institute                 
schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu
schulman@clarity.princeton.edu
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Date: 21 Feb 94 23:23:47 GMT
From: dhawk@netcom.com (David Hawkins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HODGELL: Seeker's Mask - SPOILERS

SPOILERS

Finally got around to reading Seeker's Mask. Saturday I read God Stalk and
Dark of the Moon. Sunday I read Seeker's Mask.

Boy, was I disappointed. Probably haven't been this let down since "The One
Tree"

I. General Speculation
II. Gripes

SPECULATION: (This for anyone who still wants to read the next book in the
series.)

Is Ganth dead? Don't think so. I think Jamethiel Dream-Weaver took his
soul. She had gotten into the habit of reaping souls without thinking and
31 years ago wasn't that long in her life-span. She (J D-W) says at the end
of Dark of the Moon that she left Jame and Tori because she could no longer
touch them - does that mean they'd gotten old enough that if she touched
them they lost their souls?

Bane == Priest's Bane?  Is he kin-slayer or priest's bane? Well, his name
is Bane.

At the end of Seeker's Mask Jame decides not to tell Tori anything. But she
should have at least told him who commissioned the slaughter of the Knorth
women. To not have two main characters share information that is vital to
each other is great for generating senseless misunderstandings further down
the road, but it does gets senseless.

Anyway, I'm shading off into GRIPES here so ...

I quit caring about halfway through the book because of the following
sequence:

The two of us (Jame and Kindrie) are off to storm a remote castle all by
ourselves. Sure could use some help.  Ah, why here's ten helpers right
here, drawn to Jamie even though nobody else is.

Did I mention _remote_ castle?
Ah, sorry, patch of fog here and now you are _there_.

Cool, but it's a fortified castle.
Ah, we just walk in and take over. Just great timing that the lord's pretty
drunk and the Kendar are affected, eh?

But what if we meet one of his relatives?
Ah, the one relative we meet will just happen to be one that Jame knows,
plus it will be one who knows secret passageways and can introduce Jame to
great-great-great-grandma!

But what if we need a rapid escape?
Ah, it's a boathouse of boats that are useless to the lord (he just likes
to sit in them, neat, eh?).

But people who go out on the river die!
Ah, this group doesn't. Handy, no?

And on and on. Towards the end of the book Hodgell must have a key macro
for 'Nothing happens by Accident!' I guess that means these characters (who
we are supposed to care about) are pawns pushed around by unseen forces and
will be provided with the right object at the right time (oh, all I have is
some crystals to put in the wine here).

And finally, when will it all end? Will Jame get to be 120 and have
collected every special object in the known world, and then some?  She'll
have the Knife, the Cloak, the Book, an emu, a rathorn, the ounce, more
crystals, probably some 'mere' garments for invisibility, the One Ring in
Darkness to Bind Them, a wizard's staff, a White Gold ring, an ankh, etc.
and still fending off Caineron.

Basically this book lacked a resolution. God Stalk had Jame leaving town,
with the critical election over and the inn protected and some answers to
the nature of the new pantheon. Dark of the Moon ended with J D-W's death
and the turning back of the Horde and Tori's getting the sword and the
ring.  Nothing gets resolved in Seeker's Mask. The Meskrit theme wasn't
what drove the book, but that's the final bit of action. We're still in the
valley waiting for something major to blow up.

Minor quibble: the book got off on the wrong foot (as far as I was
concerned) with everyone calling Jame 'girl' - she's at least 20 and in a
society where breeding the women is so important I don't think they'd refer
to them as girls past age 15 or so. But after two books where we see Jame
in action it's hard to accept that the Highborn think of her as a girl.

Another problem with the start is that the guards seem to assume that she'd
hide out in Gothgregor somewhere instead of leaving, but they don't protect
the Caldane quarters. She goes in and out looking for the knife and they
would have kept a close guard on the Caldane area.  I don't think they'd
send every guard out looking everywhere else in the keep.

David Hawkins
dhawk@netcom.com
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Today's Topics:

		   Books - Lumley (5 msgs) & Moorcock &
                           Kim Stanley Robinson (2 msgs) &
                           Swanwick (3 msgs) & Vance (4 msgs) &
                           Vernor Vinge (2 msgs) & Vornholt

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 05:05:01 GMT
From: jacob@plasma2.ssl.berkeley.edu (Fungi from Berkeley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lumley

I was at Cody's tonight, the only reason being to get my copy of
"Dispossessed" signed by Ursula Le Guin, when I tired of standing in a
packed crowd on a hot balcony and decided to peruse Cody's irreprehensibly
small science fiction section.  There I found brand spanking new
paperbacks of Brian Lumley's $$$$$ of Dreams series (well, almost new, Dec.
of '93).  Not being a great lover of Lumley's pastiche, I never wanted to
pay the outrageous prices for the British editions, but the paperbacks were
something I could justify.  For those diehard Dreamlands collectors with a
tight pocketbook, the info is:
   Brian Lumley	1. Hero of Dreams
   Tor Horror	2. Ship of Dreams
 		3. Mad Moon of Dreams

Oh, and I didn't get my booked signed after all.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 07:53:13 GMT
From: bookworm@yvax.byu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lumley's Dreamlands Series

There is a fourth to the series which I just picked up on Saturday _Iced on
Aran_... and it wouldn't surprise me much if _Clock of Dreams_ were
reprinted by TOR sometime soon.

Casey
Bookworm@yvax.byu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 18:45:13 GMT
From: martin@cheam.demon.co.uk (Martin Veasey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lumley

>   Brian Lumley    1. Hero of Dreams
>   Tor Horror      2. Ship of Dreams
>                   3. Mad Moon of Dreams

I like Lumley's work generally, but loathed these three and generally wince
whenever he gets too close to Lovecraft. His Wamphyri books (the early
ones) are the best IMHO, but I'm not keen on the second series.  Better
dealing with mainstream monster horror and leaving Cthulhu mythos to
others.

Martin Veasey
martin@cheam.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 20:15:34 GMT
From: ms0669@albnyvms.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lumley

Anyone who reads these must realise that these were written early in his
career and are a blatant attempt at Lovecraftian Horror, therefore must be
taken with a grain of salt.

Michael Sauers
VP Student Association
School of Information Science and Policy
SUNY Albany
ms0669@uacsc1.albany.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 21:15:33 GMT
From: cje@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lumley

ms0669@albnyvms.bitnet writes:

Regarding's Lumley's "x" OF DREAMS books:

>Anyone who reads these must realise that these were written early in his
>career and are a blatant attempt at Lovecraftian Horror, therefore must be
>taken with a grain of salt.

They were not written early in his career.  Lumley's been published since
1969, and HERO OF DREAMS and SHIP OF DREAMS were first published in 1986,
and MAD MOON in 1987.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 10:34:31 GMT
From: vanyel@crl.com (Paul W. Cashman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Moorcock list; fan club info

>I am or was working on collecting/reading all of them, but some seem to be
>out of print.

His new American publisher will be reprinting and reissuing all (well,
almost all) of his books in omnibus editions beginning in a few months.
Including some that have never been published on these shores before, and
some (like the last Elric book, THE REVENGE OF THE ROSE) that have appeared
only in hardback, and that scarcely.

>Also is there a "time line" of champions? Namely who came first in the
>series..

This is best handled in stages.  The 'introductory' champion book is THE
ETERNAL CHAMPION, since it begins with John Daker and Erekose.  Then you
can move on to Elric, Corum, etc..  Be sure to wrap up with the Castle
Brass series, as the last book, THE QUEST FOR TANELORN, is truly the last
book in the cycle.  Have fun!

In case you're interested, MM has one authorized fan club; I helped start
it back in 1988.  It is now being handled from the UK.  The address is now:

  Nomads of the Time Streams
  The International Michael Moorcock Appreciation Society
  c/o D J Rowe
  18 Laurel Bank,
  Truss Hill Road,
  S. Ascot, ASCOT.
  BERKS.  SL5 9AL
  ENGLAND

As I recall, they upped the yearly dues (quarterly clubzine, etc.) to US$20
for us YouEssians.

If you have any further questions or want to talk MM, by all means drop me
email.  :)

Paul W. Cashman
vanyel@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 16:18:21 GMT
From: jl3j+@andrew.cmu.edu (John Robert Leavitt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kim Stanley Robinson: New book?

Does anyone (Patrick? Ellen? Chuq? Dani?) know anything about a book called
_Future Primitive: The New Ecotopias_ by Kim Stanley Robinson (7/94)?  Is
is a new collection of his?  A new novel (seems unlikely)?  Is it (as I
suspect) an anthology with him as editor?  Help.

John R. R. Leavitt
Research Programmer
Center for Machine Translation
Carnegie Mellon University    
jrrl@cs.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 21:22:54 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kim Stanley Robinson: New book?

John Robert Leavitt <jl3j+@andrew.cmu.edu> writes:
>Does anyone (Patrick? Ellen? Chuq? Dani?) know anything about a book
>called _Future Primitive: The New Ecotopias_ by Kim Stanley Robinson
>(7/94)?  Is is a new collection of his?  A new novel (seems unlikely)?  Is
>it (as I suspect) an anthology with him as editor?  Help.

An anthology with him as editor.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 02:51:40 GMT
From: jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com (Joel Finkle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Michael Swanwick: The Iron Dragon's Daughter

Review of Michael Swanwick's _The Iron Dragon's Daughter_

Recently, two of my favorite SF authors came out with fantasy books, and it
so happened that both were the first books I've bought by these authors as
new hardcovers.

Lois McMaster Bujold's _The Spirit Ring_ was a romantic fantasy set in the
middle ages, with a firm tie to history and then state-of-the- art alchemy.
It worked pretty well, playing on Bujold's strength in characterization.

I was a little hesitant to see that Michael Swanwick's latest book was
fantasy, not SF, but I snatched it up anyway, expecting at the very least
wild strangeness.  I was not disappointed.

One of the most overmined sub-genres in fantasy seems to be the mixing of
science fiction with fantasy: magic found in a futuristic society. I have
enjoyed some of this type of stuff, but it starts to grate. _The Iron
Dragon's Daughter_ (IDD from now on) is a look in a very different
direction.

IDD is set in an industrial faerie.  This brings back the 'beautiful and
terrible' aspects of faerie: There is great beauty and wonder, pollution
and class struggles.  It is as if the magical world kept advancing in
technology as did our own, and abuse of power is magnified from this world,
just as the power is.  Sort of faeriepunk (sorry, I had to say it).

Some of Swanwick's themes found in Vacuum Flowers and Stations of the Tide
appear here: Rebellion against fate, the nature of reality, the power of
sexual magic.  This is by no means a light romp, a la Piers Anthony or
Terry Pratchett.

The book deals with Jane, a changeling brought over from the lower world
(here), working in the dragon mills, and her fate intertwined with a
world-hating dragon, and two souls who keep reappearing in her life.  She
escapes this life, but with each step raising herself up socially she
becomes more entangled in tragedy.  There's funny stuff here, such as a
class in Comparative and Speculative Anatomy, using laser spectrometry for
divination, but Jane's life itself is grim, doomed.  Is there a predestined
fate for each of us? Can we make our own lives, our own identities?

The end of the book seems rushed, another 20 pages might have smoothed
things up a bit.  But perhaps that is the point - that the end can't be
smoothed out.

Overall, if you enjoy Swanwick's writing, you should enjoy this book.  If
industrial magic makes you gag, you may want to steer clear.

Author:     Michael Swanwick
Title:      The Iron Dragon's Daughter
Publisher:  AvoNova
Order Info: ISBN 0-688-13174-3
Comments:   $23 US
Date:       1994

Joel Finkle
Searle R&D
jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com
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Date: 17 Feb 94 14:44:47 GMT
From: phssw@siva.bris.ac.uk (Simon Wilson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Iron Dragon's Daughter

I've just finished The Iron Dragon's Daughter by Michael Swanwick and found
it to be one the best fantasy novels I have read in a long time.  It works
on many levels, and unlike many other books of its genre it requires some
thought on behalf of the reader. If anyone else has read it, I have a
couple of questions about the last 10 or so pages. Spoilers follow:

OK here are the questions

1) What are the significance of the child with the roses, Jane's mother
with the electron microscope and the monolith? Are they all aspects of the
Good Mother? if so why was the child so angry with Jane when they met?

2) The needle and dog's tail where obviously something to do with
Rooster/Robert/Puck/Rocket and Gwen/Sirin/etc. but why were they there?

3) What was Jane's mother (if it was Jane's mother) taking about if she
wasn't talking about the genones?

4) In the blurb on the book it mentioned some Dickensian influences,
personally I couldn't spot any... was there any?

Many thanks for your ideas.

Simon Wilson
HEP
Bristol University
phssw@siva.bris.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 16:08:20 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Iron Dragon's Daughter

Simon Wilson <phssw@siva.bris.ac.uk> wrote:
>Spoilers follow:
[...]
>1) What are the significance of the child with the roses, Jane's mother
>with the electron microscope and the monolith? Are they all aspects of the
>Good Mother? if so why was the child so angry with Jane when they met?

My interpretation was that they were indeed manifestations of the Goddess,
(We are talking about the bit at the end w/ Spiral Castle and all, right?)
and that the reason she was angry with Jane was that Jane had mis-used the
power given to her, choosing the attack on Spiral Castle over finally
getting together with Puck in one of his incarnations.

Though there may be another interpretation for the bit with her mother and
the electron microscope. It was very very late when I finally finished the
book, and I don't recall this scene well at all...

>2) The needle and dog's tail where obviously something to do with
>Rooster/Robert/Puck/Rocket and Gwen/Sirin/etc. but why were they there?

The needle and the dog's tail are symbolic representations of the two true
names Jane knew - The needle (Tetistigus or some such) being Puck et al.,
and the dog's tail being Rooster's sister (Incolare? It's mentioned in the
scene where she flips out and tries to kill Jane...).

>4) In the blurb on the book it mentioned some Dickensian influences,
>personally I couldn't spot any... was there any?

The whole "abused little children slaving away in industrial Hell" plot
line is fairly Dickensian...  Personally, I think putting that in the cover
blurbs is just the publisher's way of saying: "Hey, this is Literature,
people! Not like that other stuff.  That's just mind candy..." Similar to
the intended effect of mentioning postmodernism on the cover blurbs of
William Gibson books.

IMO, this is really irritating...

Anyway, hope that helps somewhat. One of the net.experts will probably be
along soon to provide a more thorough interpretation of the book.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 13:19:30 GMT
From: thsforsy@dingo.cc.uq.oz.au (Simon Forsyth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance

I enjoy Jack Vance's books more than most others. However, the man is so
old that I don't want to start any of his series until I have them all...
the bugger may die. Which brings me to another point, exactly how old is
Jack?  "The Dragon Masters" says he's born in 1920, as does Lyonesse I and
II.  "The Cadwal Chronicles: Araminta Station" claim 1916 as does "Lyonesse
III".  The Cadwal Chronicles have me worried as I cannot find any book
other than the first which has been released quite a few different times in
Oz (Australia). Are there any other books in the series out? Does anyone
know of Jack's health and mental state?

Simon

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 17:37:36 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance

   As of Magicon (Sep 1991), other than his eyesight, Vance appeared in
EXTREMELY GOOD health, even being in function spaces past 10:30 pm.
   I have seen his year of birth listed as 1916 and 1920, but believe the
1916 to be correct.

   There was an updated version of the bibliography posted last November,
and Hans will have a new update ready REAL SOON NOW.

   I am almost done with issue three of "The Vance Phile", my electronic
fanzine, I should be sending it out before the end of the month.  If anyone
wants to be on the mailing list, let me know.  I do have the first two
issues on line, so I can send these as well.  Please specify unformatted
ascii or postscript format.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 22:48:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.atl.ga.us (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jack Vance info?

I've just started reading his stories in the last few months (so far:
Showboat World, The Last Castle, The Gray Prince, The Blue World, The
Languages of Pao).  I've noticed that he often begins a story with a
preface or prologue giving background information on the world of the
story, and has a lot of footnotes within it for the same purpose.  This is
strongly discouraged by several of the fellows who've written books on
writing sf (e.g. Orson Scott Card), but I don't see that it hurts Vance's
novels much.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 14:27:01 GMT
From: blaak@csri.toronto.edu (Raymond Blaak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance

A particular Jack Vance trilogy that I haven't seen mentioned yet, but that
I really liked is:

1. The Faceless Man
2. The Brave Free Men
3. The Asutra

An interesting story of a human colony about an invasion (infection) by
small brainoid creatures that would embed themselves in selected human
hosts and try to take over the society.

What I really like about these stories was the description of the human
society (quite complex and varied), and the innovative ways the people come
together and deal with the threat. The colony is a low-tech, having
forgotten much in the many years since arriving from earth.

Ray Blaak
blaak@csri.toronto.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 18:29:39 GMT
From: seawasp@vm2.cis.pitt.edu (Sea Wasp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vinge's A Fire Upon the Deep: Annotated version?

   I've heard that there exists an annotated version of AFUtD.  Is it
available in PRINTED form, or only in computerized format?  I'd prefer
printed in this case, but if computerized, where and what machine/program
is needed to use it?

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 14:21:42 GMT
From: avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com (Al Von Ruff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vinge's A Fire Upon the Deep: Annotated version?

AFUtD IS available with hypertext annotations. As far as I know it is only
available on CD-ROM, albeit a special CD-ROM. This disk contains all 5
Hugo-nominated novels, all Hugo-nominated short fiction, all
nebula-nominated short fiction, samples of Hugo-nominated artwork, and
much, much, more. It's titled:

     The "Electric Science Fiction" 1993 Hugo & Nebula Award Anthology

I won't post the entire CD-ROM description here (since it really is an ad),
but here is the description of the annotations for AFUtD from an autoreply
mailing I received:

   Annotated "A Fire Upon the Deep"
		
      This novel was already famous on the computer nets for
      the "galactic USENET" that plays an important part.  Now
      the novel truly enters the computer age with thousands of
      lines of author's notes that show the development of the
      book through hypertext links on almost every page.  See
      ideas, comments, fixes, proofreader's notes and more --
      learn in intimate detail how a novel of this scope is
      written.

      This novel tied to win the 1993 Hugo Award

I don't recall the mail address to get the autoreply, but if you want the
complete text of the ad, send me email (of course, if someone remembers the
autoreply address, go ahead and post that).

It's a lot of fiction for only  $29.95.

Al von Ruff
Motorola Microcomputer Division
Urbana Design Center
1101 East University Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801 USA
avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 22:48:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.atl.ga.us (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vornholt: _The Fabulist

I've just finished reading _The Fabulist_ by John Vornholt.  It's a good
story, about the life of Aesop.  I would recommend it; the plot and
character are good, the style competent though not exceptional.  There are,
however, a few anachronistic references which, though accounted for in the
story, mar it somewhat.

------------------------------
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Date: 16 Feb 94 04:10:36 GMT
From: wombat@eng.umd.edu (Jose Gonzalez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 CRITICAL COMMENTS: "Born to the Purple"

***Spoilers***

A lot of good character moments, even if the romance angle left a lot to be
desired.

"Born the to Purple" is something of a mixed bag.  Some very good stuff is
mixed into an agonizingly slow and shallow love story in the first half of
the episode.  Fortunately, the last half jettisons the sap and moves along
at a brisk, enjoyable pace.

Comments:

   "Purple" falls in between "Midnight" and "Soul Hunter" in terms of
overall quality, though it is better and worse than both in parts.  Where
it falls on the latter half is during the Londo-Adira romance, which is a
big misfire.  There's very little point to it.  We learn very little about
Londo and what we do rings hollow.  Adira gives him meaning when he looks
beyond his mask?  Why, because they have good sex?  That was about as deep
(no pun intended) as their relationship goes.  Even at dinner, a nice
opportunity for us to see a different dynamic in their relationship, it's
nothing more than physical.  It makes their scenes together really, really
dull.  As a result, I was left with no sense that Londo had undergone any
great tragedy by losing Adira.  He can pay for sex that's just as good, no
doubt.  Add this to the fact that there really isn't any explanation
offered as to why she has to leave, and you get a plotline that really
falls flat.

   Fortunately, a lot of other things about the episode that are quite good
give it a boost.  The dialogue is much improved from the previous two
outings, and the humor is less forced.  One of the reasons a lot of the
humor was falling flat in "Midnight" and "SH" is that it consisted of
little more than the characters *trying* to be funny, telling jokes, making
wisecracks, etc.  Here the humor is more subtle.  Seeing G'Kar playing with
a gameboy was hilarious.  More humor like that, the kind which evolves
naturally from the characters, and less jokes will be just fine.

   I'm glad to see that Michael O'Hare is improving.  He still has quite a
ways to go, but he loosened up a *lot* here; it was a lot of fun watching
him on his "excursion."  Sinclair isn't all that interesting to watch as a
commander, so any chance we get to see him doing something else is welcome.
Andreas Katsulas is a joy as usual.  Clive Revill is effective as the
villain, even if he is playing a 2-dimensional character.  Surprisingly, in
a Londo-centered episode, Peter Jurasik is quite ineffective.  Perhaps he
needs to vary his delivery a bit.

   The Garibaldi-Ivanova subplot was very enjoyable, until the end of it at
least.  I loved Ivanova's line about this search for the hacker being a
"cry for help" of Garibaldi's.  (She can tell all the jokes she wants if
they're that clever. (:) I didn't peg that it was Ivanova until Garibaldi
did, but it seemed obvious afterwards, what with the "Russian" reference
and all.  Too bad the scene with Ivanova's father was so flat.  I could see
what Christian was *trying* to do, but the last time I saw an actor bury
their face in their hands when they were trying to cry, it was a
child-actor.  This is not a good sign.  It's also very unclear why she
needs to use the Gold channel at all, since she says that all it does is
save "a few credits."  (I know Joe explained this, but it's not clear at
all in the episode why she needs to go to so much trouble.)  I *did* like
the final confrontation between Garibaldi and Ivanova, though.  Doyle did a
really nice job there.

   To enter the N'Grath debate, I thought he was handled much better here.
We could only see his head and upper body, making him look much more like
an insect and much less like a man in a suit.  My suggestion would be to
either keep him in the shadows, or if you really want to revamp him, make
him 100% CGI.  Then he'd look *really* alien.  At least he has more
personality than his henchmen.  (-:

   No special effects to speak of here, though for a show that is supposed
to be able to create 5 new minutes of SFX an episode, I'm getting awful
tired of seeing the same establishing shots over and over.  It's only the
third episode, and some have been used 3 times.  The fact that most of them
have things going on in them other than the station itself moving makes
them even easier to pick out.  It is nice to see that B5 can be
entertaining without special effects, because if the writing and acting
ever reach the level of those effects, watch out.

Overall, an enjoyable, if flawed episode.  Still waiting to have my socks
knocked off, however.

Grade: 6.75

Season 1 so far:

"The Gathering"                  5.00
"Midnight on the Firing Line"    7.25
"Soul Hunter"                    6.00
"Born to the Purple"             6.75
                                ------
Average:                         6.25

Jose Gonzalez 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 15:54:23 GMT
From: wayno@sun2944b.chinalake.navy.mil (wayne fiebick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 /"Purole"

One thing I noticed in this episode was the telepath said "She's in the
alien section" That's hardly descriptive as they are all aliens to each
other.  She should have specified the environment, like "she's in the
chlorine section", or "she's in the low g section."

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 01:06:17 GMT
From: dss2k@poe.acc.virginia.edu (David S. Strauss)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Babylon 5 *SPOILERS* List

Warning, spoilers for the first season of Babylon 5 ahead.  (I'll add the
director for "Infection" when I see the episode tomorrow.)

BABYLON 5:  The Series
Episode Information and Spoilers

Compiled by David Strauss  (replayer@genie.geis.com)
Last File Update        : 940216

Week Of   Epi.  Title

01/24/93  103   Midnight on the Firing Line
01/31/93  102   The Soul Hunter
02/07/93  104   Born to the Purple
02/14/93  101   Infection
02/21/93  108   The Parliament of Dreams
02/28/93  110   Mind War
03/07/94  107   The War Prayer 
03/14/94  106   And The Sky Full Of Stars 
03/21/94  103R  Midnight on the Firing Line
03/28/94  102R  The Soul Hunter     
04/04/94  104R  Born To The Purple
04/11/94  101R  Infection
04/18/94  113   Deathwalker
04/25/94  105   Believers
05/02/94  111   Survivors

FIRST SEASON: "Signs and Portents."  (Listed in production order.)

101.  Infection - Written by JMS.  Directed by (?).  Aired week of
      2/14/94.

102.  The Soul Hunter - Written by JMS.  Directed by Jim Johnston.
      Aired week of 1/31/94.

103.  Midnight on the Firing Line - Written by JMS.  Directed by
      Richard Compton.  Aired week of 1/24/94.

104.  Born to the Purple - Written by Larry DiTillio.  Directed by
      Bruce Seth Green.  Aired week of 2/7/94.  

105.  Believers - Written by David Gerrold.  Dr. Franklin asks
      Sinclair to intermediate with an alien family who, because of
      their religious beliefs, refuses to allow surgery that would
      save their dying child.  Introduction of a new recurring
      character, Dr. Maya Hernandez (Silvana Gallardo).  Guest
      starring Jonathon Kaplan, Tricia O'Neil, and Stephen Lee.

106.  And the Sky Full of Stars - Written by JMS.  Directed by Janet
      Greek.  Will air around ninth.  Sinclair is kidnapped and
      interrogated by members of a pro-Earth group, determined to
      find out what transpired when the commander was briefly
      missing in action during the final battle of the Earth/Minbari
      war - something Sinclair has never been able to remember. 
      Guest starring Judson Scott and Christopher Neame.  

107.  The War Prayer - Written by D.C. Fontana.  A violent attack on
      a Minbari dignitary (Nancy Lee Grahn) rocks B5 and leaves
      Sinclair scrambling to flush out a vicious pro-Earth group. 
      Two star-crossed young Centauri lovers (Danica McKeller and
      Rodney Eastman) seek Londo's protection.  Ivanova is shaken
      when a man from her past (Tristan Rogers) suddenly arrives at
      the outpost.  The poisoning of Kosh through his encounter suit
      in the pilot will be discussed in this episode.

108.  The Parliament of Dreams -  Written by JMS.  Sinclair is
      shaken by the arrival of his old lover Catherine Sakai (Julia
      Nickson) and G'Kar is terrified by a threat from an old enemy,
      during a week-long festival when humans and aliens alike
      demonstrate their religious beliefs.  Delenn's new aide
      Lennier (Bill Mumy) and G'Kar's new aide Na'Toth (Caitlin
      Brown) are introduced.  Originally titled "Carnival!" 

109.  Grail - Written by Christy Marx.  A traveller played by David
      Warner comes to B5, seeking the Holy Grail.  This episode will
      feature a substantive on-camera role for a CGI alien and
      includes a CGI sequence that shows how ships get from the
      interior of the main docking bay down to the customs and
      loading bays.  Also guest starring William Sanderson and Tom
      Booker.

110.  Mind War - Written by JMS.  Directed by Bruce Seth Green. 
      Walter Koenig comes to B5 as Bester, a Psi Cop (rating P12).
      Also guest starring William Allan Young and Felicity Waterman.

111.  Survivors - Written by Marc Scott Zicree.  Directed by Jim
      Johnston.  Garibaldi's past catches up to him, with some
      fairly disastrous consequences that will linger long after the
      episode is finished.  Originally titled "A Knife in the
      Shadows."

112.  Chrysalis - Written by JMS.  Directed by Janet Greek.  First
      Season finale, shot twelth due to the extensive post-
      production work required.  This episode will feature a major
      turn that will have lasting effects on all the characters, and
      possibly change the entire direction of the series. 

113.  Deathwalker - Written by Larry DiTillio.  Guest starring Sarah
      Douglas and Robin Curtis.  The last survivor of the Dilgar, a
      race which fought the Earth Alliance and the League of Non-
      Aligned Worlds prior to the Earth-Minbari war, comes to B5.

114.  By Any Means Necessary - Written by Kathryn Drennan.  Directed
      by Jim Johnston.  About the inner workings of B5, the
      blue-collar types who keep the whole place operational, and
      what happens when that falls apart.  Also, Londo interferes in
      an important Narn religious observation which leads to another
      confrontation between him and G'Kar.  Guest starring John
      Snyder and Katy Boyer.  Originally titled "Backlash."

115.  Legacies - Written by D.C. Fontana.  Directed by Bruce Seth
      Green.  A story featuring the Psi Corps.  The only first
      season script so far that was developed outside the B5
      offices.  Guest starring John Vickery.

116.  Raiding Party - Written by JMS.  Directed by Janet Greek.  A
      combat-heavy show, with large amounts of CGI.  Guest starring
      Gerrit Graham.

117.  The Quality of Mercy - Written by JMS.  Directed by Janet
      Greek.  Guest starring June Lockhart. 

118.  Babylon Squared - Written by JMS.  Directed by Jim Johnston. 
      We learn what happened to Babylon 4, but in the process there
      are more questions asked then answered.  We also get to see
      the Minbari Great Hall and the chambers of the Grey Council.

119.  TKO - Written by Larry DiTillio.  Directed by Janet Greek. 
      Guest starring Theodore Bickell and Greg McKinney.

Production numbers and writers credits for the following episodes are
unconfirmed:

120.  A Voice in the Wilderness, Part I - Written by JMS.

121.  A Voice in the Wilderness, Part II - Written by JMS & Larry
      DiTillio.

122.  The Ressurectionist - Written by JMS.

Note: Two titles mentioned previously, "Midnight in the Sunken Cathedral,"
written by Harlan Ellison, and "Demon on the Run," have apparently been
pushed off to a second season, if there is one.  This has not been
confirmed by JMS, however.

All information is from Joe Straczynski, on the GEnie Science Fiction
RoundTable, or the Usenet newsgroup alt.tv.babylon-5.

David Strauss
dss2k@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 04:25:18 GMT
From: mholtz@netcom.com (Mark Holtz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Infection" and the ambassadors

I just finished watching "Infection", and one thing that bugs me to no
end:

What about the ambassadors?

Let's see here, we have this orbiting station in space that is also acting
as a UN in space. Boom, we have this alien running around, virtually
melting through wall and floors. The whole station is on alert...

    and we have absolutely no complaints from Londo or G'Kar (or their
    aides) about their safety?

    not one word on ensuring the ambassador's safety? Like, "We're quickly
    husling the ambassadors onto a escape pod."

One other problem I have is that we have this crisis situation, and
Sinclair and Dr. Franklin are *walking*. I can understand walking as to not
lose one's breath while conversing, but when they go their separate ways,
they're still *WALKING*. How about some running so that we have as much
time as possible in the lab before that thing turns us into vapor?

Just my two cents worth, or did I overlook things again?

mholtz@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 14:52:29 GMT
From: jeana@cbnewse.cb.att.com (jean)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: INFECTION - B5 Review -- SPOILERS

I am becoming more and more pleased with the *characters* I'm seeing on B5
with the airing of "Infection."

Some points (POSSIBLE SPOILERS)

While I don't think McCallum was *essential* to play that particular role,
I liked the fact that the way it was portrayed left me wondering until the
end just how much he really knew about what was going on.  At one point I
was quite ready for the ending to be that Wilson (?) was in the pay of the
baddies and McCallum was a pawn.  What I *liked* was that when he did
reveal himself to Franklin it was so nicely understated - no raving
meglomania frothing at the mouth.  Just a guy who had fallen so in love
with the "alien" that he could not stand being deprived of it and was
willing to do whatever he had to to keep it.  *Quite* an interesting point
against the "Earth Only" movement.  See, folks, there are fanatics on
*both* sides.  Now, I'm assuming that was intentional, but if it wasn't,
*I* saw those elements there at least.

I also liked the fact that Wilson wasn't dead!  That was a shock.  (Odd -
I'm blithly accepting the being blasting through walls, floors etc. but, I
boggle at a show that doesn't kill the "possessed bad guy" off).

I liked the scene with Sinclair and Garibaldi, although I think the
"alternate ending" might also have been interesting.  JMS has said that
Sinclair has, essentially, two bosses to "report" to and, as I have pointed
out (and others have indicated in the "psychology of the fighter pilot
discussions") this man is not entirely into this job of his own free will.
As I read the situation, he's trying to do something that by nature and
instinct he's not best suited for, part of what he's "supposed" to do is to
*not* do what he'd really like to do, but he also has that drive to do
whatever his job is *well.* Garibaldi is also in a very tricky situation.
He knows this is his last chance, it's really probably none of his business
if Sinclair takes risks and winds up killing himself ("hey, I told him not
to go!") whence his kidding remark about "well, I get to be commander" to
Sinclair.  IMHO, that was a hint to be more sensible which Sinclair, caught
up in the chase wasn't about to listen to.  So at the end, even though he's
risking alienating the one(?) friend he still(?) has, he has to try to tell
Sinclair something that Sinclair doesn't want to hear.  And, then,
(babbling on), if Sinclair is also truly *Garibaldi's* friend, he would not
just let him walk out - he knows that it was difficult for Garibaldi to
come in and give that talk, so he *has* to say something.  You know, I like
that fact that Sinclair is not the "perfect manager."  A friend of mine
says she really enjoys TNG because Picard *always* manages people exactly
the way he should (that's her take on the situation, I hadn't particularly
noticed).

I am enjoying this very much - thanks JMS!

Notes on next week: I'll be watching B5; by the time it airs the short
program will be over in Norway and if anyone clobbered anyone else it'll be
on the news.  Also, CBS is editing their coverage to put off the "big
stuff" until the end.  Maybe some folks will be tired of that or realize
that they can wait until after B5 to switch over.  And it does air later
and at least the following week the Wed.  airing is not opposite the Long
program.  Wonder if writing a letter to the local station would help (?).
And won't the ratings gurus *know* that that was in competition?

att!hrcce!jean
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Date: 18 Feb 94 00:05:27 GMT
From: eric@hpisdaja.ptp.hp.com (Eric Tend)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Infection another retread

Was it my imagination or was the last episode of B5 an updated rip-off of
the old 1970's low budget sci-fi movie Laserblast?  An alien necklace and
weapon are left behind on Earth to be found by a teen.  Once the necklace
is put on, it embeds itself into his chest and metamorphs him into humanoid
form of the previous alien owner complete with laser weapon hand attachment
... then he goes on a rampage.  Sound familiar ???

Comments?

Eric Tend

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 01:38:11 GMT
From: wombat@eng.umd.edu (Jose Gonzalez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 CRITICAL COMMENTS: "Infection"

***Spoilers***

B5 delivers its first true stinker of the season.

There are a few good things about "Infection," but it has so many aspects
that don't work that the good stuff gets drowned out.  Only Jerry Doyle
saves this one from being completely unwatchable.  I'm really glad that
this was the first episode filmed, but that isn't enough excuse.

Comments:

   Whenever a B-movie premise such as this one is used, the execution
better be top-notch because the concept isn't likely to be terribly
innovative.  (Now, there's not necessarily anything wrong with B-movie
premises; "Aliens" has one, but I'd be hardpressed to come up with a more
exciting and well-made movie.)  Unfortunately, the premise may actually be
*better* than the execution here.  It takes over half the episode
consisting of technobabble and dull set-up for us to get to the action,
which consists of two identical shoot-outs and one pseudo-fight, none of
which come close to heart-pounding quality.

   The dialogue returns to its former state of unnaturalness, and the lame
jokes are back.  Claudia Christian has had lots of jokes, but I've only
laughed a few times.  Her remark about the reporter being "too young to
experience that much pain" was particularly bad.  Part of the problem is
that the chemistry between Ivanova and Sinclair is practically
non-existent.  Any scene wherein the two try to exchange banter falls flat,
not just here but in the rest of the episodes as well.  Jerry Doyle is the
only EA officer who manages to have any success with his comic delivery,
but even can't do anything with lines like "if this leaves a waxy build-up
on anything..."  The humor feels much too forced right now.

   However, the dramatic scenes don't fare much better, with one notable
exception I'll get to later.  People are once again talking *at* each
other, due in large part to an overabundance of exposition.  There is no
spark at all in between Dr. Franklin and Hendricks.  Richard Biggs is
noticeably different, and not for the better, as Franklin; he comes of as a
much less interesting person than he did in "Soul Hunter."  Hopefully,
that's just because of the nervousness involved with this being his first
episode.  David McCallum brings little to his role to make his character
three-dimensional, or even semi-intriguing.  Every time we see Biggs and
McCallum studying the artifacts, what little momentum the episode has built
up is diffused.

   So, with the humor and drama falling flat, does the action at least
entertain?  Not quite.  First we get to see the monster fry two people, who
form two ridiculous-looking "chalk lines" on the wall.  At least this saves
the security team some work.  (: Then we get an action sequence where
Garibaldi shoots at the thing for a while, and it burns a hole through a
bulkhead and leaves.  Then, we get the exact same scene, *again*.  The only
difference is that Sinclair follows it this time.  There's no excitement
here, no sense of danger.  And how does it all end?  Sinclair convinces the
creature that it's "bad" and it terminates itself.  I can hardly think of
any action sequence done for television or movies that was more uninspired
than that.  (Not to mention the blatantly obvious "ethnic cleansing" and
"Eliminate All Who Do Not Fit One's Ideal" messages that are here.  I'd
much rather B5 err on the side of vagueness, as in "Soul Hunter," than to
ram the point down my throat several times.  Subtlety, anyone?  (:)

   And then there are the contrivances.  The hostile is becoming 20% more
powerful every time he fires.  He's already vaporized two people at lower
levels, so why doesn't he so much as *toast* Sinclair?  He doesn't even
hurt him from what I could tell.  (And Sinclair, of course, stands there
after firing doing nothing, with a big "Kick Me" sign on him.)  Franklin
finding all that nifty information in those artifacts seemed off as well.
Who was that information for?  If the artifact with that data was connected
to the one that transformed Nelson, why doesn't the killing machine know
what happened to his people, since that's contained in that data?  And if
it's not connected to him, why does it have that info at all?  Too many
unanswered questions for my taste.  And *anyone* who didn't roll their eyes
when they saw that Nelson had miraculously turned back to normal in a
matter of *seconds* get's my vote for the suspension-of-disbelief award.

   What was good about the episode?  Why watch it at all?  Because it
happens to contain the finest scene in the series to date.  This scene is
on such a higher level than the rest of the episode, it's almost jarring:
the final Garibaldi-Sinclair exchange.  *This* is what the show needs more
of, smart and intelligent dialogue that defines these characters in an
effective and interesting way.  Doyle really nailed his dialogue perfectly,
and for the first time O'Hare showed me that Sinclair was the tortured soul
that he's supposed to be.  More of this type of quality stuff, please.

   I also enjoyed the sidebar about Earth taking the artifacts from B5.
(Though, Franklin's line about the events here being a "preview of things
to come" made him seem a bit too aware that he's on a show with a five-year
arc.  (:) I'm curious if we'll see more development of this down the road.

   Sinclair's final speech to the reporter also did a nice job defining his
views, even if I happen to completely disagree with them.  According to his
philosophy, if the Earth were to undergo some planetary catastrophe
tomorrow, then our lives, as well as every other life that has existed on
this Earth in the past, would be meaningless.  I think that's ridiculous
and fatalistic.  I also find the notion that Marilyn Monroe, Einstein, etc.
are somehow better than the rest of humanity, and that people like them are
the reason humanity needs to keep going.  That's unfair to people whose
only crime is that they're "ordinary," as most of us are.  Still, it
doesn't matter if I agree with Sinclair, the coda still has a very nice
"feeling" to it.

"Infection" wasn't a total loss, but it was close enough.

Grade: 4.0  (Yes, "The Gathering" was better.  (:)

Season 1 so far:

"The Gathering"                  5.00
"Midnight on the Firing Line"    7.25
"Soul Hunter"                    6.00
"Born to the Purple"             6.75
"Infection"                      4.00
                                ------
Average:                         5.80

Jose Gonzalez 

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 15:00:59 GMT
From: jrs@netcom.com (John Switzer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: That's it, I'm outta here! (SPOILERS)

I just watched the episode of Babylon 5 about the killing machine let loose
on the station, and unless I start hearing that the show has improved
dramatically, it's the last one I'll watch.

Spoilers now:

It was nice to see David McCallum again, but it's too bad the show was
laced with so many cliches:

1.) Alien race kills itself with its own folly... 

2.) And will mankind be wise enough to learn from their example?

3.) Pushy journalist who demands access everywhere because "people have a
right to know."

4.) Villain defeated by clever Captain Kirk trick of talking it to death
(or if you prefer, villain defeated by humanity's higher sense of logic and
morality).

5.) MOBs (Men in Black, or in this case, Brown) show up to confiscate evil
weapon for study in Earth's biolabs (as if they'd let a doctor on an out of
the way space station keep something that destroyed an entire planet).

6.) Scientist is corrupted by capitalist desire to make a profit. 

And, of course, there was the commander's "heart-warming" speech about why
humanity had to expand into space - because otherwise in 100 million years
or so, the sun will go nova, taking with it not only humanity's hearts,
hopes, and dreams, but Buddy Holly, Marilyn Monroe, etc..

I'd expect this kind of dreck on network television, but on a syndicated
show that stations are paying big bucks for?? Well, at least my Wednesday
nights will be free from now on.

John Switzer
jrs@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 18:35:54 GMT
From: Aylott@world.std.com (Chris M Aylott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Infection another retread

Eric Tend (eric@hpisdaja.ptp.hp.com) wrote:
>Was it my imagination or was the last episode of B5 an updated rip-off of
>the old 1970's low budget sci-fi movie Laserblast?  An alien necklace and
>weapon are left behind on Earth to be found by a teen.  Once the necklace
>is put on, it embeds itself into his chest and metamorphs him into
>humanoid form of the previous alien owner complete with laser weapon hand
>attachment ... then he goes on a rampage.  Sound familiar ???
>
>Comments?

Sounds very familiar. As do many SF plot ideas (or setups for plots, in
this case). There are very few new ideas in science fiction. There are a
LOT of old ideas which are done with new twists.

What happened in Laserblast? What was the setting? Who were the main
characters? How was the problem of a rampaging alien solved? If the answers
of these questions are different for B5, "Laserblast", the Japanese
(animation) and American (live action) versions of "The Guyver" and some
episode of Space 1999 that somebody mention, then they are different
stories, despite having the same setup.

To use another example, one I know something about:

E.E. Doc Smith's Lensman stories feature a galaxy-spanning corps of humans
and aliens who carry a small hand device (the "Lens") that gives them
amazing powers governed by their minds.

DC's Green Lantern stories feature a galaxy-spanning corps of humans and
aliens who carry a small hand device (the power ring) that gives them
amazing powers governed by their minds.

Lots of similarities - in fact, most people think the Silver Age GL stories
(when Hal Jordan became the Green Lantern) stories were inspired by
Lensman, but they're still different universes with different stories in
them.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 19:57:49 GMT
From: dwrsun4!perl@murphy.murphy.com (Robert Perlberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B-5: What are they wearing on the backs of their hands?

I noticed in the last few episodes that the Commander and Garibaldi have
some kind of trapezoid-shaped plate pasted (implanted?) to the backs of
their left hands.  Has there yet been an explanation for what this is
supposed to be?

Robert Perlberg
Dean Witter Reynolds Inc.
New York
perl%dwrsun4@murphy.com
perl%dwrsun4@philabs.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 22:41:59 GMT
From: kmunoz@cs.oberlin.edu (Kevin Munoz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B-5: What are they wearing on the backs of their hands?

perl@dwrsun4.UUCP (Robert Perlberg) writes:
>I noticed in the last few episodes that the Commander and Garibaldi have
>some kind of trapezoid-shaped plate pasted (implanted?) to the backs of
>their left hands.  Has there yet been an explanation for what this is
>supposed to be?

   Communicator. Watch the next time they talk over the com: they raise
their hands to their faces and talk into the wee box.

Kevin Munoz
kmunoz@cs.oberlin.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 02:11:41 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 /"Purole"

wayno@sun2944b.chinalake.navy.mil wrote:
> One thing I noticed in this episode was the telepath said "She's in the
> alien section" That`s hardly descriptive as they are all aliens to each
> other.  She should have specified the environment, like "she's in the
> chlorine section", or "she's in the low g section."

They've been calling them "aliens" since the beginning.  At first it
annoyed me, it seemed so archaic.  But then I thought, prejudice doesn't
pass out of fashion; it just shows that they are not all brothers in peace
and harmony, like on Star Tr*k.  Though maybe they lay it on a little too
heavy at times, I think it does make sense.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 94 17:37:28 GMT
From: eyeballk@orion.login.qc.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon Five: Assassin [Minor Spoilers]

"Assassin", or whatever the episode was called, ranks right up there with
better than average TV SF.  Not "great" TV SF - I thought "Wild Palms" was
great but, definitely "better than average".

For example, it was better than your average STTNG.

After six hours (five where my broadcasts are) of simplistic,
self-aggrandizing, badly written tedium, they actually delivered something
which was worth watching.

At the risk of bursting the balloon, though, I'm still not sure why it
worked.  The plot was uninspired, the subplot equally cliched.  And when
the commander's girlfriend started quoting Byron, I had this sudden flash
that it could all fall apart at any minute.  I mean, Byron?  Really?  An
assassination attempt?  Again?  And I don't remember any "science" to speak
of, either.

But although they fumbled, they never dropped the ball.  Somehow they
managed to find guest stars that could say the lines without looking like
morons, a director (Jim Johnson?), who could pace it and pull the shots
together, and just enough quirks in character (Londo's line about wearing
purple was pretty good) to keep the show on its feet.  And the "other
references" ("See you next Wednesday", and "Mr. Blacksmith, and
aboriginal"), while possibly happy accidents, were nice touches for those
of use who've seen something other than TV SF. ("...Wednesday" was John
Landis' first film, and appears as a poster in all his movies; "Mr.
Blacksmith" is not an Aboriginal name, but the name of the character in
Fred Schepsi's "The Chant Of Jimmy Blacksmith", an Australian film about an
aboriginal who goes on a killing spree in the late 1800s).

At times it was even clever - the assassin was particularly well realized,
especially the way he read from the contract ("Now, it says here I have to
inflict pain... "), although WHY he was wearing spectacles I don't know -
they didn't fit his ears, for one thing.  Did he steal them from a human?
People in the 22nd and a half century need glasses?

If I wanted to be really critical I'd accuse the show of being too cute:
The Religious Ceremonies had less authenticity than your average Unarian
Conclave meeting; main characters (Londo for example) are still usually
caricatures; the way G'Kar sent the assassin packing was simplistic and
unbelievable; the new Emissary being told "Don't mention the Gray council"
in the middle of a public walkway reminded me of Kevin Klein in "A Fish
Called Wanda" ("Don't call me stupid!").  I still get the feeling they're
condescending to me - you poor viewer, you're not clever enough to figure
it out without this obvious, and tedious, exposition.  But what the hell, I
watched it and I didn't feel like I was subsidizing JMS pension plan - I
didn't FEEL like I was getting screwed.

Maybe they just got lucky: all the right elements at the right time.  Maybe
there was some hideous disaster on set, which dictated the way the episode
turned out.  Maybe, in one of those back-room executive conferences,
someone was told to ham it up and have fun, instead of treating the
material like the word of God.  Whatever it was, I hope it continues.

As TV SF, JMS hasn't "done it right", but he's finally made it
entertaining.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 94 19:52:44 GMT
From: danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 /"Purole"

perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone) writes:
>They've been calling them "aliens" since the beginning.  At first it
>annoyed me, it seemed so archaic.  But then I thought, prejudice doesn't
>pass out of fashion; it just shows that they are not all brothers in peace
>and harmony, like on Star Tr*k.  Though maybe they lay it on a little too
>heavy at times, I think it does make sense.

But also realize that it's the Earth Alliance that owns the station.  So
the main/native habitat would obviously be designed for humans, and the
special housing would be for the non-humans; i.e. aliens.

If this were a, say, Vorlon station, then the _humans_ would be in the
alien section.  So I don't think it's any kind of judgementalism at all!

Dan Wood
danwood@netcom.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Films - Upcoming Movies List & Highlander 3 (5 msgs) &
                  Ender's Game & Body Snatchers (4 msgs) &
                  Puppet Masters & Foundation &
                  Fantastic Four (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 02:43:33 GMT
From: bdj@engr.uark.edu (Bryan D. Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Upcoming Movies List 2.15

This list can only be as accurate as you make it, so please email me any
additions and updates/corrections. If possible include the source of your
information. Don't expect a response from me through email if you're just
giving me some updates (You'll see that I got them in the next post). If
you say something that warrants a response, you'll get one. Please send
updates to my email address at the end of this note.  If you feel that you
have comments that might improve this list, please feel free to email them
to me at the address at the end of this note.  Please send questions
pertaining to what the movie is or about to the appropriate newsgroup. All
dates are US wide release dates.  -Bryan D. Jones (bdj@engr.uark.edu)

*note* The way to read the version is by translating the number on the left
        of the decimal to the coresponding month and the number on the
        right to a coresponding day ex: 2.10 means 10 Feb
*note* I am once again about to loose my NATO (National Association of
        Theater Owners) source.  If someone out there is willing to replace
        him please let me know.

 -Upcoming Films-   -266 Titles-  12 Updated and 0 New films since 2.10

- -1994-

18 Feb: Blue Chips, Guarding Tess, House of the Spirits, On Deadly Ground,
     Reality Bites, Short Cuts, When a Man Loves a Woman
25 Feb: Belle Epoque, Dream Lover, Over the Line, Sugar Hill
Februa: Across the Moon, Being Human, Golden Gate

04 Mar: 21, Angie, (Quiz Show), The Browning Version, The Chase, China
     Moon, Fiorile, Suture, Young Americans, With Honors
11 Mar: American Ninja 5, Even Cowgirls Get the Blues, Holy Matrimony,
     Monkey Trouble, The Paper, PCU
18 Mar: Hour of the Pig, Leprechaun 2, Mother's Boys, Naked Gun 33 1/3: The
     Final Insult, Sirens, The Slingshot, Threesome
25 Mar: Above the Rim, Greedy, Lightning Jack, Mighty Ducks 2
30 Mar: Chasers, Hudsucker Proxy, Major League 2, Thumbelina,  Wolf
March : Reckless Kelly, Rita Hayworht & Shawshank...

01 Apr: Backbeat, Jimmy Hollywood
08 Apr: 32 Shorts/Glen Gould, "Oh, Mary, This London"
15 Apr: Airheads, Clifford, Color of Night, Cops and Robbersons, Desperate
     Remedies, The Favor, Indian Warrior, The Innocent, Just like a Woman,
     Little Buddha, Naked in New York, Serial Mom, Stoned Age, Surviving
     the Game
22 Apr: A Good Man in Africa, That's Entertainment III
29 Apr: Cowboy Ways, Endless Summer II, Prison Colony, Rapa Nui, Trial by
     Jury
06 May: Clean Slate, Corinna Corinna, Four Weddings and a Funeral, Miami,
     Three Ninjas Kicking Back
13 May: Bad Girls, Blue Sky, Camilla, Police Academy 7: Mission to Moscow,
     There Goes My Baby, Trading Mom, Widow's Peak
20 May: Maverick
27 May: Beverly Hills Cop III, City Slickers II, The Flintstones, It's Pat

Spring: Air Heads, Cartooned, Cliford, The Muppet Treasure Island, Pet

10 Jun: Lassie, Natural Born Killers
17 Jun: Clear and Present Danger, Cop Tips Waitress, Crooklyn, Getting Even
     with Dad, Renaissance Man
24 Jun: Forrest Gump, The Lion King(Animated), Milk Money, North

01 Jul: Blown Away, The Shadow, True Lies, Wyatt Earp
08 Jul: Little Big League
15 Jul: Exit to Eden
22 Jul: Black Beauty, River Wild
29 Jul: The Client
July  : Angels in the Outfield, Blankman, Countermeasure, Foreign Student,
     Just in Time, Twist of Fate, Yellow Dog

Summer: Aliens vs. Predator: The Hunt, Oh The Places You'll Go

12 Aug: Last of the Dog Men, Troll in Central Park
August: Baby's Day Out, Boys on the Side, I Love Trouble, My Summer Story,
     The Next Karate Kid, Pee Wee Footbal, The Quick and the Dead, SFW,
     Speed, Summer Camp Story, Tall Tale, Time Cop

09 Sep: Into the Mouth of Madness
16 Sep: Princess Caraboo

07 Oct: Legends of the Fall

04 Nov: Frankenstein

Autumn: Annie and the Castle of Terror, Barcelona, Blackout, Dexterity, The
     DROP Squad, Ed Wood, Ghost and Mrs. Muir(remake), Gridiron Gang, The
     Inkwell, Interview With The Vampire, It Happened in Paradise, The Land
     Before Time, Leon, Love Affair, Nobody's Fool, Old Friends,
     Pagemaster, Pancho's War, Pin Cushion, Pontiac Moon, Radioland
     Murders, The Ref, The Saint, Snowballs, The Specialist, Star Trek VII,
     Terminal Velocity, The War, White Fang II

Decemb:  Batman III, Godzilla (American), Spiderman

1994  : The Black Panther, Brutal Force, Crusade, The Lawnmowerman 2, The
     Mask, Sinbad Tales, Tremors II

- -1995-
Decemb: Catwoman
1995  : Pocahontas (animated)

- -1995-2000-: Star Wars I, Star Wars II, Star Wars III

Here's a little key for the following section:
Done  - completed films that as of yet have no release dates.
Filmin- films that are casting or in pre-prod., production, or post-prod.
     that have no release dates.
Plannd- films that are currently planned or in development.
??????- this is the catch-all group where I put films that I have no
     confirmation on whether it is even planned or not.

Done  : 
Arizona Dream, Day of Atonement, The Hidden II, The New Age, Tales From the
Darkside: The Movie 2, Red Rock West, Slaughter of the Innocents

Filmin:  
Don't Do It, Highlander III, House Party III, Monolith, Silly Hillbillies
on Mars(animated), Tank Girl

Plannd: 
The American, Biker Mice from Mars(animated), Black, Blondie, Cat Bone: The
Return of Huckleberry Finn, Casper: the Friendly Ghost, Concrete, A
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court, The Count of Monte
Cristo(remake), The Creature From the Black Lagoon(remake), Creepshow 3,
Dinotopia, Dolores Claiborne, Fantasia Continued, Flaming Carrot, The Fly
III, Forbidden Planet(remake), Forbidden Planet(sequel to remake),
Foundation, The The Good Doctor, The Green Hornet, Guns and Roses, Harlot's
Ghost, Hill Street Blues:The Movie,Honey West, I Was a Teenage
Werewolf(remake), The Invisible Man(remake), The List of Seven, The Man in
the Iron Mask(remake), The Mangler, Mary Reilly(A version of Dr.  Jekyll &
Mr. Hyde), The Men in Black, Mother Night, Naked Gun 4, Nuclear Family,
Paradise Junction, The Phantom, Plastic Man, The Postman, A Princess of
Mars, Private Lessons, Puff the Magic Dragon (Animated remake), The Revenge
of the Old Queen(2nd sequel to Rocky Horror), Richie Rich, Santiago, Stars
My Destination, The Stowaway to Mars, Stranger in a Strange Land, The
Talisman, The Texas Rangers, Thinner, Trancers IV(Video), Trancers
V(Video), The Vampire Lestat, Village of the Damned (remake), War of the
Worlds(animated), Zone of Silence

??????: 
30 Wishes, Anything But Love, The Apostle, Auntie Mame, Badmen, Barefoot
Gen, Beauty, Billie's Song, Body Shot, The Brady Bunch, Coach, The Cool
Surface, The Crossing Guard, Cruel and Unusual, D'Artagnan, Damon, Davy
Crockett, Dead Reckoning, Dear Rosie, Deathstalker V, The Defective
Detective,Desperation Angel, Dial M for Monster, The Enchanted Cottage
(remake), Evening Star, Faithful, Family Prayers, Fences, First Knight,
Flash Gordon(remake), Fly by Night, Forty Thieves, Gang Land, The Gerry
Conlon Story, Glass Shadows, "Good Dog Carl", Hamlet(a pig not
Shakespeare), Heart Mountain, Higgins and Beech, "High Times Hard Times",
The Hunting Club, Hunting the Devil, In a Country of Mothers, Into the
Woods, Jack of Hearts, Jade, Joyride, Jungle Book (animatronic), Kings in
Disguise, The Lady Takes an Ace, Late Consequence: A Man and Two Women,
Lightning in a Bottle, The Little Rascals: Our Gang, The Lost City, A
Married Man and a Virgin, The Mayor of Castro Street, Midnight Ride, The
Mist, Mr. Magoo, The Munsters, The Music of Chance, Needles, The Neighbor,
Organic Future, Paper Hearts, Phantom of the Opera (remake), The Picture of
Dorian Gray(remake), Pinocchio(live-action), Prince Charming, The Rainbow
Warrior, Return to Mystic Pizza, The Secret Life of Walter Mitty (remake),
The Secret of Roan and Inish, Shanghai 1920, Slay the Dreamer, Song of the
Sea, Starwatcher, Stone Valley, Streat Fighter, Streetwise, Superman: The
New Movie, Swan Lake, Terry and the Pirates, A Thief of Time, The Three
Stooges, To Be an Outlaw, Tracker, Trouble Bound, The Vampire in Brooklyn,
Vanished, Waterworld, Who Discovered Roger Rabbit?, Without a Word, Yo
Alice!, Younger & Younger 

Bryan D. Jones
bdj@engr.uark.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 10:29:50 GMT
From: amm@ukc.ac.uk (Anthony aka GreyKnight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander 3

Does anyone know if Sean Connery is going to be in the new Highlander film?
I have only heard to date about Christopher Lambert and Axel Rose.  And has
there been any leaks about the plot as of yet?

Thanks.

Anthony

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 18:03:21 GMT
From: ah060@freenet.carleton.ca (Katharine Draper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander 3

SPOILERS

I saw an article in the Montreal paper this weekend discussing the making
of Highlander 3.  It didn't mention Sean Connery but did say that it had a
$34 million budget and was being filmed in an old water plant converted
into a psycho ward.  It also stars Mario Van Peebles who co-stars with
Christopher Lambert in the soon to be released Gunmen.  Christopher Lambert
was also quoted as saying it was more of a direct sequel to the first than
Highlander 2.

Katharine

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 22:42:25 GMT
From: Ramsy@amber.indstate.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander 3

I read in a weekly entertainment paper called Cover Story that the movie
was put on hold because Lambert didn't like the way his payment was being
handled.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 22:16:32 GMT
From: ad750@freenet.carleton.ca (Daniel Raeside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander

HIGHLANDER III is currently being filmed in MONTREAL, CANADA.  Other
locations will be Scotland and New York (for exterior shots).  The film
stars Christopher Lambert as Connor MacLeod. And Mario Van Peebles as the
villain, Kane.

I will not post any spoilers for the film. i.e. Plot etc..

Recently, a video came out called Highlander The Gathering. It has both the
pilot and the episode Revenge Is Sweet from the Series' first season.
Christopher Lambert only appears in the first episode.  The picture on the
box is extremely misleading. The main immortal of the series is of course
Duncan MacLeod, played by Adrian Paul (Kincaid on War of the Worlds).

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 23:22:02 GMT
From: ddoug@dl5000.bc.edu (Debbie Douglass)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander

"Highlander III: The Magician" is currently being filmed in Montreal and
stars Christopher Lambert, Mario Van Peebles (Yes, I know that they are
starring together in 'Gunmen' currently in theaters), and Debra Unger. Sean
Connery is not going to be in it and, contrary to current rumors, neither
is Axl Rose. We don't have a projected release date as yet.

Debbie Douglass
HIGHLA-L list owner and Keeper of the Highlander FAQ
ddoug@DL5000.bc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 17:07:47 GMT
From: an37064@anon.penet.fi (Seoman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ender's Game as a movie?

I remember a thread on America Online about a year ago in which Card
himself said that he had been approached by several producers interested in
filming Ender. Unfortunately, they all wanted to make him much older
(approx. 16 yrs old). Card reasoned that the whole idea behind Ender's Game
was the fact that the establishment was manipulating a young *boy*. Making
Ender an adolescent would introduce an element of rebellion into the
character and make it much more difficult, if not impossible, to create a
believable character.

They (the producers) then offered Card artistic control couched in legalese
that would allow the director and/or producers to make 'minor' changes in
storyline. Mr. Card recognized it for what it was. Basically, he told them
to go away until they were ready to film HIS story.

In addition, he was concerned about the Battle Room scenes and the
necessary budget that would be needed to make them convincing. Personally,
I think the story is best left alone. I would be VERY disappointed if they
did film it and it turned out to be trash.

nmbiba@students.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 19:36:05 GMT
From: dharris@acs.ryerson.ca (David Harris - CNED/F93)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Body Snatchers (remake #2)

   I just noticed in the paper that there was a new Invasion of the Body
Snatchers movie out called "Body Snatchers, The Invasion Continues". Aside
from the listing in the paper I had not heard one word about it.
  Has anyone seen this movie yet? How good is it?

Dave

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 13:03:38 GMT
From: dat91oto@ludat.lth.se (Ola Torstensson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Body Snatchers (remake #2)

>  Has anyone seen this movie yet? How good is it?

I've seen it.  The title is "Body Snatchers", unless it's been retitled
recently; directed by Abel Ferrara ("Bad Lieutenant", "King of New York",
"Driller Killer"), starring Gabrielle Anwar ("Scent of a Woman").

The film was shown in Swedish cinemas last summer, and recently appeared on
video in the UK.  I have no idea why the US release has been delayed.

The plot is completely different from the two previous Body Snatchers films
(and the original Jack(?) Finney story); only the pod takeover concept is
retained.  Anwar is the daughter of an environment researcher who moves in
with his family at a military base to check on how they're handling their
toxic waste.  Anwar is not happy.

Well, if you've seen the previous films, you can guess what happens.  One
nice touch is that the military types all behave like zombies even before
they're taken over; there's no telling who's human and who's not.

I liked it.  It certainly has the right paranoid atmosphere.  The
widescreen cinematography is lovely.  The special effects are nice.  Good
acting.  Major disappointment: the nonsensical ending.  Oh, and perhaps
it's a bit short (<85 minutes, as I recall).

Don't expect another masterpiece like the 1956 version (third best film of
all time in my book) but, if you think you might like it, give it a shot.

Ola Torstensson
dat91oto@ludat.lth.se

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 20:34:59 GMT
From: ayakawa@bach.seattleu.edu (Gregg Y. Ayakawa)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Body Snatchers (remake #2)

Siskel and Ebert reviewed this film a few weeks back and at the time, Ebert
mentioned that it was only playing in two cities in the U.S. (Sacramento
and Austin) and that it would be going into wider release if it did well.
Otherwise it was going straight to video.

Does anyone know if there are any plans for a wider theatrical release for
this film?

Gregg

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 17:09:26 GMT
From: jii@rhi.hi.is (Jon Ingi Ingimundarson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Body Snatchers (remake #2)

It seems to have been 'killed' by its studio, Warner Bros.

It was completed in 1992!!!! , but WB lacked confidence in its appeal and
didn't want to release it until American critics rallied around it at
Cannes in May last year.  It was supposed to go into general release in
Oct, but...

It went straight to video in the UK, but was shown in cinemas here in
Iceland and probably a few other European countries.

Alan Jones [Starburst, Shivers (uk mags) and Cinefantastique (us)] chose it
as the best horror/sf films of last year.  I agree with him when chosing
among films I saw in the cinema.

HOWEVER: it needs to be seen in the cinema, the screeching just isn't the
same on tv (The cinema which showed it is THX-certified).  Plus, the video
version is of course Pan+Scanned.

Jon Ingi
University of Iceland
jii@rhi.hi.is

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 20:24:35 GMT
From: CDOMS@vax1.umkc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Heinlein's Puppet Masters (the Movie)

Got this off the another bulletin board system.  Hollywood Pictures is
producing Puppet Masters, cast includes Julie Warner, Donald Sutherland and
Eric Thal.  It was scheduled to start production in February, but due to
the earthquake (what else?) is delayed until they find new production
space.  This info came from "Daily Variety" Jan 25th.

Carol Doms
cdoms@vax1.umkc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 13:25:39 GMT
From: jcubas@illuminati.io.com (Jason R. Cubas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Foundation Film

I heard that the movie of Asimov's _Foundation_ is to be released at
Christmas time in 1994.  The rumor quoted Film Review 2/94 as the source.
Has anyone heard anything?

jcubas@illuminati.io.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 02:12:08 GMT
From: gpetrov@uoguelph.ca (Greg P Petrov)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Fantastic Four Movie

Does anyone know when the Fantastic Four movie will be released and what it
is about?  I read in a comic book magazine that it would be released in
January but I haven't seen any mention of it yet in the newspapers.

Thanks.

Greg
gpetrov@uoguelph.ca

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 23:24:12 GMT
From: dekko@csd4.csd.uwm.edu (Paul Edward Freitag)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fantastic Four Movie

Okay, I was curious about the F4 movie too, So I called up Concorde
Pictures and guess what?  It's been shelved.  Apparently the Marvel Comics
people wanted to go to a higher budgeted movie.  So the finished film sits
on a shelf in CA and nobody sees it.

"Captain America" and "The Punisher" anybody?  Won't somebody out there
learn the lesson?

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:
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Date: Wed, 23 Feb 94 22:57:29 EST
From: leeper@mtgzfs3.mt.att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Neglected Fantasy and Science Fiction Films

		Neglected Fantasy and Science Fiction Films
		      A film review by Mark R. Leeper

It is unusual to publish an article with the addendum preceding the main
body of the article, but there is a good reason here.  Last year I posted
an article about four neglected fantasy films that I thought people would
do well to look for.  Readers of the net may remember the article.  I was
asked to appear on a panel at BOSKONE, the Massachusetts science fiction
convention, on the subject of neglected films so I wrote an addendum
listing several more films to focus what I was going to say and what films
I was going to recommend.  Now I have come full circle posting the article
on the net, but since many of the readers will have already seen the main
body of the article, I am putting the new material, the addendum, first
where it is more convenient to find.

	   ADDENDUM FOR BOSKONE 31: ADDITIONAL FILMS TO LOOK FOR

                          FAUST (1926)
Director F. W. Murnau is better known for NOSFERATU, but there is a lot of
good visual fantasy in this film version of the famous play by Goethe.
There is a terrific image of the Devil spreading his cape over a village,
and many other visual surprises throughout.

                    THE MAN WHO LAUGHS (1928)
The story could be better, but Conrad Veidt is terrific in the role of a
man whose face is carved into a huge involuntary grin.  Veidt conveys a
full range of emotions through his eyes alone.  The grinning Veidt was the
visual inspiration for Batman's foe The Joker.

                        THE DYBBUK (1939)
At times this is very slow but also at times a very effective horror film.
This was a low-budget film done in Yiddish.  The "Dance of Death" scene had
become an eerie classic.  The story deals with a man's soul returning from
the dead to possess the woman he loved.

                    THE SEVENTH VICTIM (1943)
Other Val Lewton films get more attention but this film is blacker and
bleaker than anything every done in film noir.  This is a solid mood piece
that stands above Lewton's other films.  A woman searching for her sister
runs afoul of murder and Satanists.

      NIGHT OF THE DEMON (a.k.a. CURSE OF THE DEMON) (1957)
This film has gotten some attention because of an allusion in a song in the
ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW but it is rarely seen.  That is a pity because it
is quite a nice little supernatural thriller.  It suffers a little from
showing the audience too much too soon, but it still is suspenseful and
well-written.

      NIGHT OF THE EAGLE (a.k.a. BURN, WITCH, BURN) (1962)
When Richard Matheson and Charles Beaumont co-write a screenplay based on a
novel by Fritz Lieber, you just naturally expect a good thriller.  This
story about an empirical college professor discovering that his wife and
several other professors' wives around him are actually witches is very
well-produced.

                        DEVIL DOLL (1963)
This is a wildly uneven film, but it has many very good moments.  There
have been several attempts to do the stories of ventriloquist dummies who
have lives of their own.  This is the most intriguing treatment of the
theme.  For once the secret of the dummy is not a let-down.

                    CRACK IN THE WORLD (1965)
The first and last ideas of this film are pretty silly, but in between this
is a fairly exciting super-disaster film.  Some of the visuals are
spectacular.  There is also some complexity to the characters.

    QUATERMASS AND THE PIT (a.k.a. FIVE MILLION YEARS TO EARTH) (1968)
This film is finally getting a cult following and some recognition.  It is
much better known in Britain.  The model of what a science thriller should
be, it unfolds like a science fiction detective story uncovering a
discovery that has greater and greater implications about the nature of
mankind.  This is one of the great idea films of science fiction cinema.

      THE DEVIL RIDES OUT (a.k.a. THE DEVIL'S BRIDE) (1968)
Richard Matheson's adaptation of the black magic novel by Dennis Wheatley
takes a science fiction-like approach to Satanism.  It is fast-paced and at
times fairly intelligent.  Also worth seeing is Hammer Films' other
adaptation of Wheatley black magic, TO THE DEVIL A DAUGHTER.

       WITCHFINDER GENERAL (a.k.a. CONQUEROR WORM) (1968)
A vital and well-made historical fringe-horror film about one of the great
villians of English history, Matthew Hopkins.  Even Vincent Price does a
reasonable acting job.  The original musical score is actually quite
beautiful, though there is a version with an entirely different and much
less enjoyable score.

       SATAN'S SKIN (a.k.a. BLOOD ON SATAN'S CLAW) (1970)
In some ways an imitation of of the style of WITCHFINDER GENERAL.  A 17th
Century English ploughman turns up the remains of a demon and the artifact
exerts satanic influence on the children of the region.  This is a very
atmospheric film with an authentic his- torical feel.

                   COUNT YORGA, VAMPIRE (1973)
This low-budget horror film redefined the concept of the vampire.  As a
reaction to the staid, hypnotic, and slow vampires of Brit- ish horror
films, this film makes most vampires fast moving pre- datory deadly animals
who hunt in packs.  At the time this was pretty scary stuff and the film
still has a lot of its impact.

                         PHASE IV (1974)
Two mutually alien intelligences in the beginnings of a serious war.  It is
really more about how each side collects information about the other and
uses its physical differences against the other.  Ants somehow develop a
gestalt mind and prepare to make themselves the masters of the world.
Visually very impressive with direction by visual artist Saul Bass (best
known for creating striking title sequences for other directors' films).
There is also some terrific insect photography.

                           WHO? (1974)
This fairly accurate adaptation of Algis Budrys' novel had film stock
problems (!) and could not be released to theaters.  That is a genuine
pity.  Cold War story of its near future has a scientist important to
military defense in a bad accident.  The East Germans get ahold of him and
return him to the West more prosthetic than living matter.  Now the problem
is, how do you prove that he is who he says he is?

                      THE LAST WAVE (1977)
Australian Peter Weir build his reputation on this strange, mystical film
about a lawyer who finds he might be the fulfillment of an Aboriginal
prophecy.  Images of nature out of balance and an intriguing story make
this story a real spellbinder.  This is a hard film to pigeon-hole and the
intelligence of the writing never flags.

                       DRAGONSLAYER (1981)
Lots of films try to do Medieval high fantasy, but this is probably the
best.  With the death of a great magician, his young apprentice must see
if he has mastered enough of his master's art to destroy a terrific dragon
who is ravaging the countryside.  There are lots of nice touches in the
script and the dragon is the best ever created on film.

                       KNIGHTRIDERS (1981)
George Romero says he got this out of his system and never has to make
another film like KNIGHTRIDERS.  What a pity!  This was one of the best
films of its year.  Superficially this is the story of a traveling
Renaissance Fair that features jousts on motorcycles.  But it has some
terrific characters and a theme of the struggle between integrity and
commercialism and between idealism and practicality.  And late in the film
the viewer realizes that the film has also been doing something else all
along.

                        LIFEFORCE (1981)
Very few fans are willing to look beyond the naked woman and the zombies to
see what is one of the most bizarre and audacious concepts for any science
fiction film.  Vampires, we learn, are really beings that leak lifeforce
into the atmosphere like a tire with a slow leak leaks air.  They must
replenish the force regularly or they die.  Much as we put bacteria into
milk to multiply and make yogurt or cheese, some huge, incomprehensible,
amoral, alien race seeds Earth with vampires.  The numbers of these numbers
will increase exponentially, leaking more and more lifeforce into the
environment so the aliens can vacuum it up.

                  A CHINESE GHOST STORY (1987)
Hong Kong is making their own horror film movement for their own audience.
Their films are fast-paced, usually liberally laced with comedy and martial
arts, but also having some interesting horror concepts.  No one such film
is all that terrific (at least among the films I have seen so far) but some
are astonishing and full of unexpected touches.  Look for the CHINESE GHOST
STORY films, WICKED CITY, and MR. VAMPIRE (which must have a different name
in China since it is really about Chinese "Hopping Ghosts").
                  
ORIGINAL ARTICLE.

One of the things I like to do occasionally in my film reviews is to make
reference to some very good film that I doubt most of my readers have heard
of and that I would like to call some attention to.  There are a lot of
decent films, and a handful of very good ones, that at this point may exist
only in the film libraries of obscure television stations, and when these
few prints disappear the films will be gone.  I would like to generate some
interest in four of these films, if not to help save them, at least to
alert people that if you do get a chance to see these films, it is a rare
chance and you should give them a try.  Of course, there are a lot of
obscure films that are showing up on videotape today, many of them very
poorly-made films, and it is ironic that some terrific films are being
over-looked, but in each case I think I can understand why some producer
would think the film would not sell well on tape.  There are three science
fiction films and one horror film.  However, none of the films has special
effects.  Particularly for science fiction, people have come to expect
visual effects.  I guess they feel that if they do not really enjoy the
story then at least there will be something interesting to watch.  These
films are just actors in front of a camera, perhaps with a very rudimentary
make-up effect thrown in (but very little).  Three of the films are in
black and white and unfortunately that is also considered to be a strike
against a film.  I still recommend these films highly to watch for.

	    THE MIND BENDERS (1962) (directed by Basil Dearden)
This film combines Cold War thriller elements with science fiction and a
compelling human story.  A scientist working on sensory deprivation commits
suicide and is discovered to have been passing secrets to the Soviets.  Was
he to blame or could his mind have been twisted while under the influence
of the sensory deprivation tank?  The government decides to experiment to
find out.  Another scientist working in the same field (played by Dirk
Bogarde) is very devoted to his wife and family.  Can they change that in
his personality while he is in the tank?  This film is well-acted,
enthralling, and atmospheric.

       UNEARTHLY STRANGER (1963) (directed by John Kirsh)
A secret project is working on space exploration right in the heart of
London.  The approach to exploration is a novel one.  Rather than sending
the whole human into space, they are working on a sort of technological
out-of-body experience.  Project your mind to another planet and there have
it take on physical form ... invasion by mental projection.  The rub is
that scientists on the project are being killed in some mysterious way
involving super-high energy.  And the wives of some of the scientists seem
to have no background that project security can trace.  The script is tense
and the acting is quite good, with a cast that includes John Neville (A
STUDY IN TERROR, THE ADVENTURES OF BARON MUNCHAUSEN) and Jean Marsh
(UPSTAIRS, DOWNSTAIRS).  (This film is so obscure that Leonard Maltin's
usually very complete MOVIE AND VIDEO GUIDE overlooks it.)

         DARK INTRUDER (1965) (directed by Harvey Hart)
This film is only 59 minutes long and originally was intended as a
television pilot, but was released to theaters to play with films such as
William Castle's I SAW WHAT YOU DIDwhich it far out-classed.  Leslie
Nielson plays a detective in late 19th Cen- tury San Francisco whose
foppish appearance hides a man very knowledgeable and adept in matters of
the occult and the superna- tural.  A series of unsolved murders and a
friend's blackout spells may be connected and have some occult
significance.  Mark Richman and Werner Klemperer also star.  The latter,
best known as the gullible commandant from HOGAN'S HEROES, does a terrific
job in a sinister role.

        QUEST FOR LOVE (1971) (directed by Ralph Thomas)
This film is loosely adapted from the short story "Random Quest" by John
Wyndham.  Colin Trafford (played by Tom Bell) is a leading scientist at
Britain Imperial Physical Institute when one of his experiments goes wrong.
Suddenly he finds himself in a parallel London in a parallel Britain that
has not been to war since the Great War in the early part of the century.
Trafford here is not a physicist, but a popular playwright.  He is also now
married to a beautiful woman (played by Joan Collins) whose life he has
made miserable with his selfish ways and his philandering.  Can Colin
convince the world he is the playwright while convincing his new wife that
he is different?  Then there are plot complications that lead to a
fast-paced climax across parallel worlds.  Denholm Elliot also stars in the
story which is part science fiction adventure and part love story.

Of these four films only the last is in color.  At present, the only one
available on video, UNEARTHLY STRANGER, is offered only by a tiny specialty
house, Sinister Cinema.  Of the four, only QUEST FOR LOVE has played on New
York area television in the last fifteen years.  I would much like to get
my hands on copies of THE MIND BENDERS or DARK INTRUDER.

                  Copyright 1994 Mark R. Leeper

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 01:01:28 GMT
From: gwinnc@hartwick.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A hidden classic

Did anyone ever see the old sf flick, Dr. Bill's Space Company?  It was a
British send up of campy sixties sf films. It was hilarious, it featured
cameos by John Belushi, John Cleese and Terry Gilliam.  It was never
released in the theatre because of post production problems, but my Father
used to work for a few film companies and was able to find the tape for me.
I recommend that if you haven't seen it that you look for it.  I understand
that it's been rereleased on video in France.  I also think that the its
original release date was 77, but don't quote me.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 19:19:27 GMT
From: john_r_stealey@jpl.nasa.gov (John Stealey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Has Anyone seen Cronos

Has anyone seen the Mexican vampire movie "Cronos", I was surprised at how
good it was. Any other comments from anyone out there?

John               

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 13:55:33 GMT
From: cheepey@expert.cc.purdue.edu (cheepey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Yasemin

Has anyone out there seen a 1988 German movie titled "Yasemin"?  It depicts
the love story of a German lad and a Turkish immigrant gal.  The lead
actress has got to be one of the most gorgeous woman to appear on the
silver screen for a long time.

I have been unable to find the movie on VHS so far, if anyone out there 
knows where I can get a copy of it (LD will be better), would appreciate
if you drop me e-mail (sorry but I don't read this newsgroup often).

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 16:05:19 GMT
From: danlcjdc@w203zrz.zrz.tu-berlin.de (Daniel Park)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Yasemin

<cheepey@expert.cc.purdue.edu> wrote:
>Has anyone out there seen a 1988 German movie titled "Yasemin"?  It
>depicts the love story of a German lad and a Turkish immigrant gal.  The
>lead actress has got to be one of the most gorgeous woman to appear on the
>silver screen for a long time.

You've got my agreement there.  I saw the film as part of an intensive
language course last year.  The girl in it is beautiful!  Unfortunately,
I've no idea how to get a hold of it.  I could call my instructor from last
year, and let you know if I find anything out?  BTW, did you see it in
German or w/ English subtitles?

Daniel Park
TU Berlin
Central Michigan U.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Television - SeaQuest & Star Trek (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 15:17:53 GMT
From: KGARRISO@ua1vm.ua.edu (Karen Garrison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest 2-20-94

I really like seaQuest and I have noted some improvement over the season,
and I liked this episode "The Stinger," overall, but to me it is an example
of everything that is not quite clicking about seaQuest.  It was a plot
that didn't get quite developed properly, IMHO, even though there were some
good points.
 
Some woman-hater *must* have written this episode.  I have never seen so
many slams towards women gathered in one place since I stumbled upon Andrew
"Dice" Clay a few years back.  First off, Hitchcock was acting like a real
witch and her maturity level wasn't far above Lucas'.  Yeah, she was under
pressure, but she's a Lt. Commander on a submarine for crying out loud.
She should have shown more leadership.  I can understand her bitterness
about losing the prototype and the R&D money, but her character was not
handled well.
 
Then there was the scenes with Krieg and his supply goon - catch those
references to "eating disorders" (binge-purge-nag), the nagging, her
physical appearance, divorce, etc..  You get the picture.  Then Ford's
snide remark (to himself) about "I wonder why I'm still single," coupled
with the remark about Lucas "needing a girlfriend."  Then there was
Hitchcock's ridiculous diatribe to Lucas on sexist names... good grief!!
 
On to plot considerations:
 
I had a real problem with the fact that the most sophisticated submarine in
existence couldn't track an incoming bogey on Lucas.  With all the WSKRS
deployed especially.  The excuse that they were too busy watching Lucas to
notice didn't wash with me - shouldn't there be an alert when an
unidentified object with an obvious trajectory enters the area?  And
couldn't Lucas tell that he was hit?  It seems to me they should have known
immediately that he'd been attacked, and especially after the prototype was
dragged up onto the beach and stolen - doesn't that seem a wee bit
suspicious?  Instead, everyone was ready to blame Lucas for hot dogging it
even though he was hit after he had slowed down considerably from top
speed.  Speaking of speed, did I hear them say "Miles per hour" instead of
Kilometers?  AI!
 
I also think it really was stretching it to build the second Stinger in 24
hours.  As overprotective as Bridger is of Lucas (except he was really,
really critical of him in this episode) I can't believe he'd let him race
it after throwing one together in that length of time with the thing
crosswired as badly as Han Solo's Millenium Falcon!
 
There were too many unresolved plot elements - the Tonya Harding syndrome
especially - crippling the opponent for a win (sorry I couldn't resist!)
should have been a really serious matter!  Yeah, I know they jailed the
guy, but given Bridger's personality, I'd have thought he'd have been a lot
more ticked at them for injuring a kid for the sake of money.  What, no
speech on sportsmanship and morality?
 
Another unresolved plotline seemed to be the one where Lucas thought he was
running the whole show alone.  Bridger dressed him down about the laminar
flow bit, and the non-congratulations to the winner, and gave him a
significant look when he was taking credit for the project, but it never
seemed to resolve whether Lucas had ever really reconciled the fact that he
needs to get his ego out of the way.  Surely his concession to Hitchcock
about the name at the end isn't supposed to tell us that? He only did that
because he lost!
 
But I really *did* like the fact that he lost.  I liked his tears, his
pouting - very typical and well acted. JB is a fine actor, and I think it
is his portrayal of Lucas that really saves the character.  I also liked it
that Bridger knew all along that they had a design flaw, but he didn't come
right out and tell them.  That's pretty gutsy to risk all that money (on
the other hand, it might be considered pretty hard hearted, too!)  to teach
them a lesson.
 
Did anyone notice that Westphalen seemed to step right into the mother role
as far as Lucas is concerned?  She seemed to be taking up for him against
Bridger's more stern approach.  And just how old is Lucas anyway?  Is he 16
or 17???
 
I have to give this episode a C+ - good try, but it missed something.  Next
week, William Shatner - is the screen big enough to hold both he and Roy
Scheider? :-)
 
Karen

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 01:29:21 GMT
From: DENISEI@alcon.acu.edu (DENISE INGLIS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ST:TNG - "Lower Decks"

Well, finally!  A ST episode with no "deus-ex-starship" plotline!  They had
to focus on the "disposable crewman" to do it, though, so I don't know if
it *is* much better.  I thought the Worf-as-Sensei scene was a little
silly.  I expected him to say "You have passed the test, Grasshopper."
Bleah.

I'm wondering why they introduced so many new interesting characters
unless, of course, they are going to use them in future episodes or
possibly ST:Voyager.  And why didn't they use the Black female ensign who
always sits at Conn?  They ought to do more with her.

Lately I've been frustrated with the show not furthering the characters
very much.  Maybe it's just me.  It seems that if the main characters are
going to grow very much, they're going to have to get off that ship.

Does anyone know if there are any ST people on Internet?

Denise Inglis
Abilene Christian University
denisei@alcon.acu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 06:07:15 GMT
From: alf@crl.com (Anthony Farmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG - "Lower Decks"

I think TNG has gone WAAAY downhill.  I haven't cared about anyone or
anything on that show for at least a season.  They had so many chances to
do so many things right, but they screw them all up.

Take the DS9 episode with the replicant O'Brien, for example.  EXCELLENT!
More, more, more!  Take risks!  Try something NEW!

Sigh.  As for "lower decks", it was obviously a plug to introduce some new
characters for some new project (V'ger, I guess).  What a waste of an
episode otherwise.  Though I really liked the new Vulcan.

And if TNG movie is just more of the same, the producers should all be
tarred and feathered.  C'mon, man, give us political intrigue and some
action every now and again (hey, that space cowboy Kirk became a LEGEND for
a REASON, ya know...)

That's why I like Babylon 5.  At least they have more going on than "guest
du jour"...

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 21:55:28 GMT
From: THALVERSON%LAOTZU@corp.qgraph.com (Thomas Halverson - Quad/Tech #7839)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lower Decks

Does anyone know if the recent ST:TNG episode "Lower Decks" might have been
intended as a introduction of characters who are to be part of the new
ST:Voyager series????

Tom Halverson

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 14:22:01 GMT
From: dl921389@sparc.uccb.ns.ca (Derek Francis Lawrence)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek

 Hi there. I'm a new user, and I just wanted to ask anyone here if you know
how Gene Roddenberry came up with the symbol for Star Trek. You know, the
arrowhead symbol? I'm a fan of both The Original Series and The Next
Generation. (I'm not totally into DS9 yet) And I've always wondered about
the symbol.  Thanks in advance.

Derek
dl921389@sparc.uccb.ns.ca

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 14:22:01 GMT
From: soto@mystica.analog.com (Alex "Mystic" Soto)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG - "Lower Decks"

I thought this was a great episode.  It was a look at the Enterprises' life
from the perspective of enterprising crewmen (and women). :) At the end, I
was very surprised that the girl died, I thought she would be saved a la
usual Picard saves everybody style.  She was very likeable (character-wise)
and I like the way the writers got you to feel as if you knew each
character (in only one episode).

alex.soto@analog.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 01:09:57 GMT
From: bear@cs.colorado.edu (Bear Giles)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG - "Lower Decks"

Alex Soto <soto@mystica.analog.com> wrote:
>I thought this was a great episode.  It was a look at the Enterprises'
>life from the perspective of enterprising crewmen (and women). :) At the
>end, I was very surprised that the girl died, I thought she would be saved
>a la usual Picard saves everybody style.  She was very likeable
>(character-wise) and I like the way the writers got you to feel as if you
>knew each character (in only one episode).

Come on, she was one of the cadets in the episode where Wesley Crusher lost
his virginity.  Well, halo anyway.

Remember the "star" formation near Saturn that caused a cadet to die?  She
was there, and she did *not* break down and admit complicity, like Wesley
did.

I just wish I could remember what they said happened to the other cadets in
that episode.  The leader was expelled (or dropped out), Wesley lost
academic credit; what happened to the others?

I think that also means what Wesley is serving aboard a ship someplace -
and *not* the Enterprise.  It seems hard to imagine Wesley getting a more
severe punishment than the others.  And since his peers are making the
transition from ensign to first lieutenant, that means Wunderkind should be
a first lieutenant by now...

And once you understood all of that, you realized She Had To Die.  Her
heroism in volunteering for the mission, despite the risks, was enough to
redeem her for her mistakes as a cadet but, the same actions would be high
level state secrets.  Admit a Cardassian military officer was providing
information - NEVER!  Look at the secrecy around the identity of the
person found in the life pod, etc..

Since she couldn't make use of her heroism alive, make her an even bigger
hero (the quip about a Bajorian taking a risk for others) and then kill
her.

The alternative would have been assigning the task to Ensign Ro, letting
her live, and promoting her to lieutenant on her return, with a quiet
commendation for exemplary service.  But Ro might be too well known, even
to the Cardassians.

bear@cs.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 07:10:25 GMT
From: asmith@gandalf.coea.wsu.edu (Aaron Smith - EECS (EE314))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek

> Hi there. I'm a new user, and I just wanted to ask anyone here if you
> know how Gene Roddenberry came up with the symbol for Star Trek. You

Actually, the set designer/artist came up with the symbol. I am not sure
exactly how. I get this information from William Shatner's book,
_Star_Trek_ Memories_. It contains lots of interesting information on the
making of the original series.

Gene Roddenberry was an amazing man, moreso than I ever thought. He was an
airline pilot, and a police officer before writing screenplays full time.
There is a picture of Spock smoking.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 10:15:41 GMT
From: jasonk@cs.mun.ca (Jason A. Kelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG - "Lower Decks"

I think Ensign Sito is supposed to have a part in the new VOYAGER show.  If
that's the case, then she didn't die in "Lower Decks". I think we'll
probably be seeing her again.

jasonk@cs.mun.ca

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 14:26:37 GMT
From: jad@tct.com (Jo Davidsmeyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ST:TNG, What next? Kitchen staff in command?

Watching this final season of Next Generation, I have sorely missed Gene
Roddenberry's influence on the show. Though his personal vision is gone, it
is more his personal background and experience that I so dearly miss; there
is a level of life experience (and common sense) that seems to be lacking
in this final group of episodes. Does no one associated with the show have
any military background? Any time in the service? At least watched a John
Wayne movie or two?
 
I do not know how many letters Rick Berman received at the beginning of the
season questioning why the Chief Medical Officer was put in charge of the
bridge at a time of war. But after viewing "Thine Own Self," I wondered if
this was somehow his response to those questions.  I found it more than odd
to hear Beverly discuss with Deanna her joy at her occasional jaunts in the
big chair, talking about command of the flagship of the fleet as if it were
a Junior League function. I'm glad she feels more fulfilled by such
activities, but is this a reason to put the lives and safety of 1,000
people in her hands? She sounded like one of those awful super-Mom
commercials: "After a long day of healing the sick, giving my 110% as Chief
Medical Officer, and still taking time to nurture my family, I like to
relax by taking command of a Starship and exploring the galaxy in the quest
of personal self-enlightenment and an end to homelessness." And then Deanna
reacted like, "Well, that sounds neat. If she can do it, I can, too!" I'm
not sure I understand the message this presents. In the 24th century
Starfleet, men make life-long careers of command, but women can just
"dabble" at it?

I was also concerned to see that in the 24th century Starfleet, there seems
to be no such thing as non-combatant military personnel.  Non-combatants
serve essential support roles in the military, roles that are often honored
by both sides in a conflict. An enemy may spare the lives of non-combatants
and allow them to continue their functions, since they are no direct
threat. But there is no reason to spare the life of a doctor who is also a
battle commander; it would be rather stupid to grant the special
dispensation allowed to non-combatants to a commander who just lead the
attack against you.

From this episode, it seems far easier (and takes less time) to qualify to
command the bridge of a starship than it takes today to qualify to carry
passengers for hire on a small plane.  Can anyone on board the Enterprise
at any time decide to "have a go" at bridge duty? All they have to do is
pass a few tests over the course of a few days, and the first officer hands
over the keys? I particularly found it bothersome that the applicant can
retake previously failed tests at will, trying them over and over until a
correct solution is stumbled into. Today, when failing a professional
certification you usually have to wait a prescribed period of time before
being allowed to retake the exam (and then you are given a _different_
test). If you fail the bar exam on Monday, they don't let you go back on
Tuesday after you looked up the answers and take the test again.

What if the ship's cook wants to expand his/her horizons, too? Does
Starfleet approve of this? If the Enterprise should somehow be destroyed
while Deanna (or the cook) is in command of the bridge, I would think
somebody at the Admiralty would rightfully question what idiot put a
counselor in charge of this big, expensive piece of Starfleet property.

This scenario stretches the "fiction" in science fiction. If you put the
same situation in today's military, no one would accept such casualness of
command in a fictional work. Even in civilian life, this taking command so
lightly wouldn't be tolerated. Can you see an episode of "The Love Boat"
where Doc decides he wants to add variety to his daily routine and is
allowed to command the bridge?  First, the insurance company would throw a
fit. Second, the owner of the cruise line would probably fire the Captain
for putting a valuable ship in the hands of a doctor. Three, the passengers
would panic, word would get around that this company allows physicians to
handle ships in rough seas and no one would continue booking on board the
line. Congressional investigations soon to follow.
 
Would you want to sail on such a ship? Would any of us get aboard an
airliner where every fourteenth flight the head flight attendant flies the
plane? I wouldn't feel safe, regardless of how hard the attendant studies
and practices. If it's not something he/she does on a daily basis and is
willing to devote his/her full-time career to, why should I put my life in
this person's hands? The FAA would be remiss to allow such activity. I
would expect even more caution from Star Fleet.
  
One problem Next Generation has had from the onset is that the regular
female characters were cast in nurturing roles. At this late stage in the
game, if they wish to correct this problem, then bring us women who have
dedicated themselves and their lives to earning the right to command a ship
of war. Don't trivialize command of the Enterprise by letting it be
something an officer can treat as a sideline to his/her chosen career.

Jo Davidsmeyer
jad@tct.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1, edited,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA07990; Thu, 24 Feb 94 13:10:00 EST
Date: Thu, 24 Feb 94 13:10:00 EST
Message-Id: <9402251401.AA07990@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #129
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Thu, 24 Feb 94 13:10:00 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #129
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 24 Feb 1994      Volume 19 : Issue 129

Today's Topics:

		      Television - X-Files (10 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 08:57:19 GMT
From: jasonk@cs.mun.ca (Jason A. Kelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Question for fellow "X-Files" fans...

I hope this doesn't sound like a dumb question, but could someone please
tell me what Mulder's, and Scully's, status is at the FBI?  They're
referred to as "Special Agents", but what exactly does that mean?  Are they
assigned to a particular division (working on X-Files when the opportunity
arises), or are they "freelancers" so to speak?  I appreciate any responses
to this post.  Thanks! :-)

jasonk@cs.mun.ca

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 16:22:00 GMT
From: quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca (Asif Quadri u)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Is X-Files true to its name?

Well in my opinion, an 'x-file' would be considered to be:

 - an event or phenomenom that has occurred/constantly occurs/will occur
for which there is no reasonable explanation within the current realm of
science knowledge or understanding.

 - something that fits the above description but to which the authorities
have been able to determine the cause, but they chose to suppress this
information citing 'national security/public interest'.

So the question is, does the show 'The X-Files' fit into this description?

The basis of my perspective would be shows like 'Sightings' or 'In Search
Of'. These are investigative type shows which provide supporting evidence
to give the case a degree of credibility and deal with factual accounts for
which evidence and further investigation can be conducted.

My opinion, and this will probably start intense debate on this net, is
that the show 'The X-Files' is borderline, while sometimes dealing with
credible accounts, sometimes wonders into science fiction, the emphasis
being on FICTION.

For example, SPACE had the premise for an x-file, there have been accounts
of astronauts hearing seeing things in space, but NASA suppressing such
information from the public, but the episode developed an idea of an entity
coming to Earth, which I consider fiction.

EVE is a good example of an x-file. Genetic engineering and reseach were
conducted in WWII and it is possible that scientists/research/experiments
do still exist or information passed into the hands of someone else.

DEEP THROAT is another good 'x-file'. There is also documentative proof of
UFO sightings, allegations that something crashed in New Mexico in the
50's, that the government has some debris/aliens in a hanger somewhere.

FIRE is pure science fiction. There is no such thing as a human lighter.
This does not fit into the definition of an 'x-file'.

NEW JERSEY DEVIL also had a good premise for a story idea. There are
legends/tales of the abominable snowman/yeti/bigfoot, but they story wasn't
very plausible by setting it in an urban environment. Perhaps a rural
setting would have been better.

GENDERBENDER had a good foundation for a fictitious 'x-file' which would
still be credible if they were only to deal with the mysterious ways of the
farming community. But a shape shifter, come on, that's fiction! And the
crop circle, I think they just ruined the chance to do a separate episode
on crop circles. This was a very good episode which could stand up on its
own, and didn't need this useless ending.

SQUEEZE I think is the one where that man comes out to kill every thirty
years. An 'x-file' would be the idea of an identical murder committed every
thirty years and still unexplained, but the idea of a metamorphic man who
goes into hibernation was pure fiction, a poor attempt to link the murders.

YOUNG AT HEART is an 'x-file' but somewhat distorted like previous
episodes. 'Out of body' experiences have been mentioned but they made it
somewhat fictitious by linking it with a criminal who then assumes an
identity to carry out his life of crime. There haven't been any factual
accounts of people assuming other bodies, although reincarnation would be a
good story idea for a possible 'x-file'.

CONDUIT I think was that episode when a girl was abducted and the boy was
doing weird things on the computer. This was an 'x-file', there have been
reports of abductions etc..

GHOST IN THE MACHINE/LAZARUS, pure fiction, although still enjoyable
episodes.

So while some episodes do fit the description of being 'x-files' according
to the definition I came up with, others simply take the premise of an
x-file and turn it into fiction, while others are complete fiction from
beginning to end.

Hope you enjoyed reading this rather long article. I just wanted to start a
debate on whether the show is true to its name, or whether it's been
wandering into the realm of fiction recently. I had rather thought that The
X-Files was supposed to be a dramatized version of Sightings, seeing as
they're both made by Fox and X-Files assumed Sightings 9pm timeslot of
Fridays.

Let me know what you think.

quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 18:48:30 GMT
From: bell@rock.enet.dec.com (Shane L. Bell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Is X-Files true to its name?

   I just started watching X-files recently and enjoy it.  My take is that
the show is FICTION.  Alien abductions, the abominable snowman, etc. are
pure fiction in my mind.  The reason I didn't watch X-Files when it first
came out was that I was afraid it would be dramatized version of something
like Sightings which I wouldn't have been able to stand.
   I want to watch a show that crosses the border to science fiction and is
a great drama show as well.  This way they can write many more different
stories, IMO.
   BTW, I think X-Files has one of the best opening sequences in TV today.

Shane L. Bell
bell@rock.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 13:10:24 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Is X-Files true to its name?

Your post is quite interesting but I think you are off on the wrong tack.
X-Files is an hour of TV fiction per week, and the operative word here is
FICTION.  I doubt that the writers of the show are worrying about how
closely they stick to phenomena that have been reported or what is
(supposedly) in real government "X-Files."

I don't care if there really isn't a human torch out there (or whatever he
was, I haven't seen that episode).  Did it make for a good story on TV?
People who have seen the episode tell me it's really good.  That's the
important thing, I would say.

By the way, you've confused "Lazarus" and "Young at Heart."  "Young at
Heart" is the one with the killer that gets younger; "Lazarus" is the one
with out-of-body experience.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 16:14:00 GMT
From: jonesd@server.uwindsor.ca (Jones  Kristine Lynn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Is X-Files true to its name?

quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca (Asif Quadri u) assesses:  
>Well in my opinion, an 'x-file' would be considered to be:
>
> - an event or phenomenom that has occurred/constantly occurs/will occur
>for which there is no reasonable explanation within the current realm of
>science knowledge or understanding.
>
> - something that fits the above description but to which the authorities
>have been able to determine the cause, but they chose to suppress this
>information citing 'national security/public interest'.

I can add to this definition: I think Ken Tucker came up with it in his
E.W.  article. It's something like "cases whose sources are of questionable
authenticity". Under this additional definition, the ones like "Squeeze"
and "Fire" _do_ fit the description.

>... I had rather thought that The X-Files was supposed to be a dramatized
>version of Sightings, seeing as they're both made by Fox and X-Files
>assumed Sightings 9pm timeslot of Fridays.

This is what I thought, too; but I'm really glad it's not. That would be
rather boring after a while.  :)

Kris
jonesd@ucc.uwindsor.ca

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 23:52:31 GMT
From: vghoward@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Scully & Mulder's relationship

Actually, in "Deep Throat" Scully might have just overreacted in "rescuing"
Mulder.  It seems as if the Ellens Air Base security people were going to
release him anyway, after they erased his recent memory.  I felt it was an
example that Scully is the type you don't want to push too far.  She'll
blow a gasket if she becomes peeved enough.  This perfectly contrasts her
apparently disciplined demeanor.  After she got Mulder back, she was pretty
pissed and demanded that they head home.
 
Those who have theorized that Scully's REAL purpose with the X-files is to
protect Mulder from himself (perhaps her assignment was, in fact,
coordinated by Deep Throat himself, unknown to Blevins and others in the
Bureau) have pointed to this episode as "evidence" that Scully is supposed
to watch over Mulder at whatever cost.  "Fallen Angel" is also cited as
another example.
 
vghoward&delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 01:24:35 GMT
From: dawyd@dorsai.dorsai.org (David Gurzynski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Is X-Files true to its name?

> - an event or phenomenom that has occurred/constantly occurs/will occur
>for which there is no reasonable explanation within the current realm of
>science knowledge or understanding.

I think you are reading much too much into the TV SHOW.  I LOVE the show
even though some of the episodes are weak.  My personal feeling, having
seen every episode, is that the X-files in the title are cases where the
FBI was called in to investigate and either could not obtain enough
evidence to continue or where the case was too incredible to give other
than a cursory "official" investigation.

>So the question is, does the show 'The X-Files' fit into this description?

YES it does in every way since the show is about agents whose job it is to
use these files in carrying out their investigations.

>The basis of my perspective would be shows like 'Sightings' or 'In Search
>Of'. These are investigative type shows which provide supporting evidence
>to give the case a degree of credibility and deal with factual accounts
>for which evidence and further investigation can be conducted.

Those shows are also mostly garbage and drivel.  They are mostly written on
a 10 year old level of understanding and don't go much beyond the obvious
sources found in any library.

>My opinion, and this will probably start intense debate on this net, is
>that the show 'The X-Files' is borderline, while sometimes dealing with
>credible accounts, sometimes wonders into science fiction, the emphasis
>being on FICTION.

OF COURSE IT'S FICTION! Man cannot live on investigative reports alone ;-).
The point here is that it is entertainment containing an element of the
bizarre. This is something that has been used on TV before, in shows like
"Kolchak, the Night Stalker" and others but in my opinion X-files is
better.  This show takes two people who, if you were on a jury with them,
you would believe most anything they say and puts them in situations where
almost no one will believe the reports they give.  They combine a very
logical, practical almost closed mind (in Scully) and a very flexible,
highly intelligent, and questing mind in "spooky" Muldur.  These two play
on each other's contrasting opinions and keep each other in line.

David Gurzynski
Brooklyn NY
dawyd@dorsai.dorsai.org

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 01:37:44 GMT
From: omaha@u.washington.edu (Omaha Sternberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Is X-Files true to its name?

   I would say that you are expecting too much. Also, realize that there
are people that make weekly calls to authorities about `sightings' and I
believe(though I'm not sure) that these things are kept on record, no
matter how absurd some of them may seem. However, even if they are not, we
are dealing with a series that tries to make you think. Who is to say that
shape-changing doesn't exist? Just because you've never seen it? Because it
hasn't been documented? There are people who fervently believe that the
world is flat, and will provide you with evidence that can be pretty
convincing to that thought. There are people who believe that UFO's exist
and have visited everyday. Who is to say they are wrong? Who is to say they
are right? When you deal with the paranormal, whatever it may be, you never
know for sure, and more often than not you have no real scientific basis at
all.

>DEEP THROAT is another good 'x-file'. There is also documentative proof of
>UFO sightings, allegations that something crashed in New Mexico in the
>50's, that the government has some debris/aliens in a hanger somewhere.

   The place is Groom Lake. A Physicist claimed to have worked on planes
that were using parts from a downed UFO.

>FIRE is pure science fiction. There is no such thing as a human lighter.
>This does not fit into the definition of an 'x-file'.

   Mhm, have to disagree with you here. There's a bit of evidence for
pyrokinesis, and documentation exists about people who suddenly explode
into flame for no reason.

>NEW JERSEY DEVIL also had a good premise for a story idea. There are
>legends/tales of the abominable snowman/yeti/bigfoot, but they story
>wasn't very plausible by setting it in an urban environment. Perhaps a
>rural setting would have been better.

   Plausible to who? What's plausible to one is totally ludicrous to
others. Even in the scientific arena. Especially in the scientific arena.

>GHOST IN THE MACHINE/LAZARUS, pure fiction, although still enjoyable
>episodes.

   That would have been better had there been a ghost in the machine,
instead of an AI gone wild. Much of the stuff that this computer was shown
to do could not really have been done unless a ghost had been present. I
doubt a ghost could have been pushed out with a mere viral program.

>So while some episodes do fit the description of being 'x-files' according
>to the definition I came up with, others simply take the premise of an
>x-file and turn it into fiction, while others are complete fiction from
>beginning to end.

   Again, I don't necessarily think you analyzed the episodes according to
your definition. Your definition said nothing about `scientific basis', and
yet you've analyzed all episodes with this thought in mind.
   Matter of fact, you specifically stated that X-files were ones that
could not be explained with current scientific knowledge. I guarantee that
there are things which we understand now that could not be scientifically
explained 100 years ago.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 03:08:38 GMT
From: smt0@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (STEFAN M. THIEME)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: x-files 2-18

I still don't understand why I ever allow myself to miss this show, because
every time I see it I realize what a fantastic program this is. Nice
playing with my mind; lots of conspiracy theories, psi-powers, ghosts,
ufo's...stuff I SAY I don't believe in (but there's always that little
voice in the back of my head...probably a CIA agent, or The Beast...). And
while the ending of the 2-18 episode sort of let me down (it seemed rushed,
you know?) the episode on a whole was great (and Mulder's quick response of
the "greatest evil in the world" as Barney had me ROTFL...obviously Fox
DOES read the net, since it is the single-most powerful anti-Barney
propaganda machine in the universe!).

Quick comments:

When Sculley and Mulder were waiting on the highway for the truck, what was
with the passenger side window? It was really grainy.  And how did they
find out where the truck was going to be (did I miss a line?)

I don't know...that whole "I shot an alien and regret it" speech just
seemed off. Of course, it probably was a lie anyway, but still, it didn't
seem like something mystery man would say (does he have a name?). Nor, for
that matter, did the international shoot-an-alien agreement.

The whole alien life-support system looked really cheesy... like something
out of a bad '50s sf movie. You'd think the government could make a system
that didn't look so...so...SILLY!

I won't say this is one of the best x-files (especially since I've seen so
few but, I'll be better, promise!) but it was really good. Now excuse me; I
need to check my outlets for, uh...roaches (yeah, that's the ticket!)

smt0@lehigh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 04:01:37 GMT
From: mvario@mindvox.phantom.com (Michael Vario)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Latest Episode

Very cool show.  Let's see, we found out a bit more about DT (former(?)
CIA, and high up in some ufo project), and how Mulder contacts him.

I loved the LONE GUNMAN dudes, hope we see more of them.

I understood most of what Mulder was doing in his investigations,
especially in how it relates to supposed UFO stuff, but what was the deal
with the stopwatches?  Are UFOs supposed to distort time/space or
something?  (Better check the ET FAQ).

Suggestions for the future: how about looking into all those abductions?
(You know, FIRE IN THE SKY, COMMUNION, etc.).  And I wish Mulder would
finally get to the bottom of this JFK thing.

mvario@phantom.com

------------------------------
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Date: 19 Feb 94 08:18:56 GMT
From: MDuPree@world.std.com (Micky DuPree)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Scully & Mulder's relationship

vghoward@delphi.com writes:
>Actually, in "Deep Throat" Scully might have just overreacted in
>"rescuing" Mulder.  It seems as if the Ellens Air Base security people
>were going to release him anyway, after they erased his recent memory.

I submit that conclusion is easier to come to in hindsight than it would be
on the ground.  Scully had no idea what they were doing to Mulder.  Why
shouldn't she have feared the worst, or at least taken preventive measures
against it?

I'm glad I waited until after "E.B.E." to post this so it doesn't make me
look terminally paranoid.  Yes, the Air Force security man in "Deep Throat"
talked a good, calming game to reassure Scully and throw the blame back on
her, and he may even have been telling the truth (as he knew it), but
consider: in the "X-Files" universe, would it be prudent for Scully to take
the word of anyone about Mulder's safety, particularly the word of someone
who at the time was in an adversarial relationship with the two agents?

>I felt it was an example that Scully is the type you don't want to push
>too far.  She'll blow a gasket if she becomes peeved enough.

I don't think it does the character justice to attribute a concern for her
partner's life and well-being to mere peevishness.

Micky

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 12:20:40 GMT
From: karmann@cwis.unomaha.edu (Kevin J. Karmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THE X-FILES - "E.B.E"

			  THE X-FILES - "E.B.E."
 
   Paranoia.  That's the only word to describe the atmosphere of THE
X-FILES recent "E.B.E."  A series of twists and turns that draw even Agent
Dana Scully, who would ordinarily would not be convinced of much of the
evidence presented in the episode, into the scary, frustrating atmosphere
of the episode made the episode quite effective.  Even the reference given
throughout from the well-known (JFK conspiracies; Roswell, New Mexico) to
the more subtle (Project Majestic) lend to this atmosphere.
 
   But most importantly, the world seemingly turns completely against
Mulder and Scully.  In fact, this is an episode for Mulder's source, Deep
Throat, more than any other in the past.  As previously revealed in "Fallen
Angel" (if memory serves), Deep Throat may or may not have a hidden agenda.
In that episode, Deep Throat tells a colleague that he keep Mulder around
in order to keep his enemies near; whether his enemy is Mulder or the
government is unclear.  Here, Deep Throat reveals that he's willing to
deceive Mulder.  Yet, it is still left quite unclear whether he's there to
help Mulder or hinder him.  Deep Throat's first betrayal - giving Mulder a
false lead toward Georgia, not the truck in question, makes Deep Throat's
speech at the end ambiguous.  Is he trying to convince Mulder to stay near?
Or is his story genuine?  More importantly, Mulder, for the first time, has
the same doubts as the viewer.  This is something that will affect Mulder's
relationship with Deep Throat from now on.  Mulder's complete trust, as
seen early on in the episode, has now been shattered.
 
   The characterization of Mulder and Scully is equally well-done.
Mulder's doubts, as mentioned above, made the show terrific, but many other
things add to that.  For instance, Scully's willingness to trust Mulder and
only Mulder (unfortunately, Mulder was at the time talking about trusting
Deep Throat's information, which adds a possible double-meaning to the
scene, in retrospect) seemed appropriate.  Scully's faith later on, even to
the point of allowing Mulder's "Lone Gunman" friends (who do betray, as
well, when the tape is left on inspite of Mulder making it clear he wanted
it off) to help them.  Yet, the conversation between Scully and Mulder
about Deep Throat's false lead and Mulder's willingness to believe, along
with Mulder's later self-doubt, worked as well.  Mulder's final wild
attempt to get to the Extraterrestial Biological Entity (E.B.E.) fits with
his willingness to take on any odds, while Scully's giving in and revealing
their real identities fit with hers, as well.
 
   The points at which misleading events occur, as mentioned above, really
add to the episode.  The innocent act, for example, of Mulder knocking
Scully's briefcase over (which both the viewer and her are led to believe
to be more significant, until the fact that Mulder, not someone else, was
responsible is revealed).  The search for bugs and the technique of
ditching those following them, also lent to the atmosphere.  Further, the
fact that the truck had ended in a false lead gave the episode a "false
end" sort of feel.  Had it not been for Chris Carter's name not appearing
before the commercials and the time remaining in the epiosde, I would've
thought the story was over and an alien rescue mission had taken place.
Even the final scene, of Deep Throat leaving in the cover the fog, added to
the episode.
 
   There's not much more I can say about the episode, really, except to
rate it:
 
   Plot (concept): 10.  The idea of Mulder uncovering, and dealing with,
Deep Throat's possible betrayal, as well as the UFO plot, made the episode.
 
   Plot implementation: 10.  Very atmospheric, with many possible double
meanings that only add to the paranoia.
 
   Charactization: 10.  Mulder's self-examination.  Scully's trust, mixed
with skepticism.  Deep Throat's betrayal and his subsequent attempt to
cover it up (whether sincerely or not).  All of it fit.
 
   Acting: 10.  Wonderful job, all around.
 
   Direction: 10.  Terrific, especially the final minutes.
 
   How it adds up:                                Percent of
                                 Score   Times      total
                 Plot (concept):  10    X 2.5  =   25  %
            Plot implementation:  10    X 2.5  =   25  %
               Characterization:  10    X 2.5  =   25  %
                         Acting:  10    X 1.5  =   15  %
                      Direction:  10    X 1    =   10  %
                                           Total:  100 % = A+
 
   About the highest honor an episode could get.  In fact, as far as THE
X-FILES go, the only one that I think I enjoyed more was "Beyond the Sea"
(in which Scully's father dies and a death row inmate attempts to convince
her that he can channel her father's spirit).

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 14:44:52 GMT
From: debwalsh@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE X-FILES - "E.B.E"

This is about as good an analysis as I've ever seen - it, too, gets a 10.
The pacing of the episode was very different from earlier ones - felt like
a roller-coaster ride with all the false leads and false starts.
 
While I suspect Deep Throat (or "Deep Background" as Scully calls him) may
have been telling Mulder at least some of the truth, I'm astounded by his
arrogance - he's been risking Mulder and Scully's lives for his own
expiation.  This man has been at the top for far too long ... should be
very interesting indeed if they retain this plot thread and develop it in
later episodes.
 
Deb

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 94 05:06:30 GMT
From: vghoward@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE X-FILES - "E.B.E"

I agree with you on many of your points regarding "E.B.E."  Unfortunately,
many of my friends who are merely "casual" viewers of THE X-FILES hated the
episode.  It would seem that most of this series' recently acquired viewers
like the show for its mutant/supernatural serial killers rather than the
UFO plotlines.  (One pal bemoaned, "ANOTHER UFO plot?  That's all this show
does!"  Any diehard X-Filer knows that this isn't true.  There have only
been five UFO episodes, so far - six, if you count "GenderBender," which I
myself do not.)
 
I guess what I liked most about "E.B.E." is that it required the viewer to
do some investigative work, like what the characters were doing, too.  Here
are some questions that were raised, which I noticed you didn't mention:
 
#1 - What was the truck driver shooting at?  And what was the radioactive,
white material that Mulder retrieved from the site?
 
#2 - Was Scully's blue pen bugged when she loaned it to the woman at the
car rental place?  My theory: It doesn't matter.  The fact is, Mulder and
Scully have always been bugged, we can assume.
 
#3 - Was Scully's attache case being set down significant?  Maybe, maybe
not.  Mulder could have knocked it down, but, remember, he was seen coming
in the office from another door.  We don't know if he ever passed through.
Also note that Scully appears to have difficulty looking at Mulder when he
tells her that they can only count on one another and are alone in this
situation.  It could be interpreted as though her conscience is starting to
bother her.  Remember, she never once asked Mulder if he trusted her.
Let's face it, Mulder really has no reason to.  So the question is: Is
there a message for her that somebody in the Bureau put inside her case?
This situation could be proof that Scully knows more than she's lead Mulder
and the viewer to believe.
 
#4 - Obviously, shady government officials arranged it so that the truck
driver could continue on his trip.  But was the E.B.E.  still on board?
Think about - they could have quickly removed the creature and had the
truck continue its path in order to distract the UFOs tracking it.
 
We have to not forget Deep Throat's emphasis that not everything is what it
seems here.  Using some detective work, I've come up with a POSSIBLE theory
as to what really happened in "E.B.E.":
 
1.  The E.B.E., still alive but barely, is rapidly transported from Turkey
to the East Coast.  It is put aboard a truck with a team of medical
specialists and life-support equipment.  They dare not risk flying the
creature across the country and coming across UFOs out to intercept them,
so that's why they take to the road.  The destination is a research
facility in Washington state.  This accounts for the additional 2000 pounds
the truck acquired at the weight stations, and why the E.B.E. was
transported by truck and not by air.
 
2.  The truck is intercepted by a UFO in Tennessee.  The driver, unaware of
what he's carrying, fires three shots at a cloaked alien.  The cloaking
device melts his bullets, which eradiates them.  The police happen to be
nearby and quickly arrive on the scene.  The E.B.E. rescue mission is,
thus, aborted because of too many people around - the aliens want to avoid
drawing attention, naturally.  Mulder discovers the melted remains of one
of the bullets and takes a sample.
 
3.  Since the truck driver didn't know he was carrying an alien, this
accounts for why he mentioned his UFO sighting to the police and didn't
keep quiet.  The SECRET AGENCY in charge of this operation arranges for the
driver to be released, but they quickly remove the E.B.E. from his truck,
knowing that UFOs have probably spotted the vehicle.  Instead, the E.B.E.
will now be transported to another location.  The truck will continue on
its path, in order to distract the UFOs and anybody else following it.
 
4.  Deep Throat is contacted by Mulder.  DT is concerned for Mulder's
safety, knowing that the Secret Agency won't tolerate anybody meddling in
this plan.  So, he first gives Mulder a transcript of the Iraqi jet's radio
transmission, then the bogus photograph in the hopes that Mulder will go to
Georgia, instead.  However, Deep Throat is NOT aware of the E.B.E. suddenly
being rerouted, as this was a decision made quickly.  He still thinks that
the E.B.E. is headed for Washington state.
 
5.  Assuming that Scully is, in fact, a protege of Deep Throat's, she is
concerned hearing about Mulder's "Deep Background."  She demands to know
more about him.  She's not really concerned that Deep Throat is purposely
endangering them.  On the contrary, she knows for a fact that when Deep
Throat issues a warning, he's serious.  (This could explain why Scully
became angry after learning from Mulder that he was warned by a man to stay
away from Ellens Airbase and why she "jumped the gun" to get Mulder back,
in the "Deep Throat" episode.)
 
6.  Scully and Mulder inspect the bogus photograph.  Scully has her doubts
about what kind of message that Deep Throat might indirectly be giving
Mulder.  (After all, she's never in direct contact with him.)  To be on the
safe side, she questions the authenticity of the photo.
 
7.  Deep Throat is informed by the Secret Agency that the E.B.E. has been
relocated.  This is a relief to him.  He has worried Mulder might find that
the photo was faked.  But it was a chance that Deep Throat took.  He didn't
have much time to have the fake made, and he didn't want Mulder and Scully
harmed (possibly killed?) if they came too close to finding the E.B.E.
Deep Throat has a contact within the Bureau pass on a message to Scully,
which has instructions on where to find the truck, should Mulder realize
that the photo is faked.
 
8.  Mulder confirms to Scully that the photo is a fake and confronts Deep
Throat.  DT tells Mulder to "never stop swimming" (continue looking for the
truck?) and warns him about the surveillance bugs.
 
9.  Mulder and Scully evade the government goons who are following them.
They take separate flights that eventually converge in Las Vegas.  In the
air, Mulder uses the air cellular phone, calling Bureau offices and weigh
stations, to locate the truck.  This is to minimize the chance that his
calls might be traced.  Scully, meanwhile, enjoys the airline beverages,
while trying to relax.  She doesn't need to bother calling, and, besides,
she knows there's probably not a chance in hell that Mulder could find the
truck anyhow.  Mulder and Scully meet in Las Vegas.  To no surprise, Mulder
had no luck finding the truck.  Using the information given to her by Deep
Throat, she tells him that the truck is headed toward Washington state.
All she was told, though, was what road system it could be found on, not
its exact destination.
 
10.  Mulder and Scully follow the truck for several hours.  Realizing that
he's being followed, the driver calls the Secret Agency .  They arrange to
have Mulder and Scully knocked out for a moment with some kind of weird
sonic and/or light weapon.  This gives them the brief time needed to nab
the driver and throw Mulder and Scully off track.  After all, they don't
want the two to get near the secret facility.  Scully says matter-of-factly
that, well, they don't have anyone else to turn to now.
 
11.  Mulder and Scully still find the secret facility, thanks to Mulder's
contacts with UFO watch groups.  The truck driver is released from the
building, after having been debriefed.  Mulder and Scully manage to gain
access into the complex that's made to look like a power station.  When
Scully realizes that they're probably going to be caught, she goes ahead
and admits to the security guard who they are.  She's considers to herself
that maybe Deep Throat just lead them to a dead end.
 
12.  In the end, everything that Deep Throat tells Mulder about himself is
the TRUTH.  Except, he leaves out some important facts: The E.B.E.  died,
but it wasn't killed.  The Secret Agency was trying to keep it alive but
was unable to.  One of the reasons for the elaborate cloak and dagger is,
because of this very action, they are breaking the international agreement
of exterminating alien life forms.  So, why did he let Mulder continue on
his quest?  Because he knew that Mulder would never cease until he came to
an end.  And maybe he also wanted to admit some things about himself to
Mulder - that he worked with the CIA and killed an alien, for instance , in
order to explain his actions.  And Mulder would be shown further evidence
of alien life forms - the life-support systems and the hidden research
facility in the power plant.
 
Remember, this is not what I believe DEFINITELY happened in "E.B.E."  but
it certainly fills out all the plot holes and questions that were raised in
the story.  (Such as, why would the government allow the truck to continue
carrying its payload if they knew that a UFO tried to rescue its passenger?
How come the UFO that first discovered the truck didn't retrieve the
E.B.E.?  Why does Scully's behavior seem a little erratic at times - isn't
it a little convenient that she was the one who found out where the truck
could be found?)
 
The one thing, though, that I am most sure of is that Mulder and Scully,
and the UFOs, were chasing after a truck that carried...NOTHING.
 
vghoward@delphi.com
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Benford & Blaylock & Brust (3 msgs) &
                       Lessing(3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 11:46:10 GMT
From: bryan@thewizard.win.net (Edward Bryan Milosky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Promises, Promises

Is Gregory Benford ever going to continue his incredible series of books?
He left us hanging at the end of (I think) Great Sky River.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 00:58:10 GMT
From: kmac@cisco.com (Karl Elvis MacRae)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Blaylock; best? worst?

So after reading so many people mention James Blaylock in the same breath
with my favorite sci-fi author, Tim Powers, I figured I had to pick up some
of Blaylock's work.

I grabbed the only two they had at the local Barnes and Noble (who seem to
have a *very* inconsistent SF section).


  ->Paper Grail:

   This starts off *great*. Good, strange characters, great scene (I love
the north coast of california), all sorts of twin-peaks like suspicious
goings on.

   But it kind of fizzles. It gets a good head of steam, then ends with a
sort of 'unfinished' feel. Very unsatisfying.

   ->Elfin Ship:

   Haven't finished it. But the first few chapters seem utterly generic;
Shannara, Xanth, I don't know, a bunch of others. Seems like typical
tongue-in-cheek light elves-and-sorcerers fantasy featuring stupid
characters.

So, my questions to Blaylock fans:

How do these rate on his scale? Are these his worst? Best? 

If I didn't like these all that much, is it worth buying some of his other
books?

I like his prose style quite a lot; his not as good as Powers, but they
share both a stylistic and visionary similarity; but I'd like to read
something with more *meat* than either of these.

Karl Elvis MacRae
Software Release Support
Cisco Systems
batman@cisco.com
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Date: 22 Feb 94 14:36:22 GMT
From: jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com (Joel Finkle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

David Gibbs, dagibbs@qnx.com writes:
>And if you haven't read this series, or are just starting to read this
>series, I would STRONGLY suggest reading them in published order, not in
>internal chronological order.  _Jhereg_ is definitely the best
>introduction to the series, and the books are most enjoyable if read in
>publication order.

My only disagreement with the published order is Taltos.  Reading every
other book, Vlad keeps saying, "remind me to tell you about my trip through
the Paths of the Dead" and hints at how Aliera was recovered.  Maybe some
readers like delayed gratification, but as soon as you want to know more
about Aliera and the Paths, read Taltos.

Joel Finkle
Searle R&D
jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com
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Date: 22 Feb 94 15:21:19 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

<SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA> wrote:
>A friend of mine describes _Athyra_ as being about normal people
>experiencing Vlad.  I find this description wonderfully succinct.

I like that - good way to describe the book. It is still (arguably) the
strangest of the lot...
 
>These people _ooze_ panache - even Vlad, who just doesn't have Aliera or
>Morrolan's insouciance in the face of death - I mean, seriously, you
>don't just have to kill them, you have to grind them up into bits.  Aliera
>took on an entire palace guard, more or less by herself, because a friend
>was in trouble.  Morrolan want into the Paths of the Dead with no hope
>whatsoever of getting out, because duty required it of him.  Vlad has told
>a _Goddess_ to, essentially, f**k off.
> 
>These things arise from admirable qualities, and the constant reader
>is going to find those admirable qualities comfortable and familiar
>things in fantasy characters.

True, and I tend to think it was the absence of that "panache" that made
many longtime Vlad fans dislike _Athyra_- there's very little "style" to
anything that happens in the book, and what little there is isn't nearly as
much fun without this supporting cast. It's just not that amusing to watch
Vlad make sarcastic remarks to people who completely fail to catch the
references. And Vlad himself is a lot less likeable, trying to banter
wittily with the peasants in _Athyra_...
 
Though I guess there isn't much of a difference between my statement and
your contention that it was less enjoyable becasue you finally see what an
asshole Vlad can be...

He's still an asshole with _style_, though. 

>>At any rate, as someone else pointed out, Vlad does make it pretty clear
>>that all of his associates are right bastards in their own individual
>>ways. But, being a mean SOB himself, he generally chooses to gloss over
>>their intrinsic nastiness - frequently with a number of smartass comments
>>about his own toughness.
> 
>Well, not so much 'gloss over' as present in a way that has no visceral
>impact.

Same thing, as I was using "gloss over"- I didn't mean it as "try to make
it look like a Good Thing that Morrolan is a bastard." I was referring to
the off-hand way some of these things are brought in. Sort of "Oh, yeah,
and he sacrifices whole villages to Verra the Demon Goddess. But then,
about me..."

Vlad just slides right on past it, refusing to dwell on the nastier aspects
of his friends in the same way he refuses to dwell on his own seamier side.
 
>If Brust ever _showed_ Morrolan sacrificing an entire village to Verra,
>Morrolan would stop being such a sympathetic character.  I continue to be
>impressed that Vlad is a sympathetic character; the man is very nearly
>psychotic in spots.

Have you read _Agyar_? He does the same thing with the character of Jack
Agyar, who may be even more of a heartless bastard than Vlad. But by the
end of the book, you _feel_ for the poor SOB. It's an amazing talent...
 
>And Vlad makes it very clear ('I carried myself very well, thank you')
>that he doesn't quite consider himself in the same league as the Drageran
>heavies he knows.

While taking a great deal of pride in those few times he has managed to
best them at anything... And there are times when his inflated self-image
comes pretty close to putting him on the same level as the Dragerans (in
the early books- definitely not in Teckla or Phoenix...)
 
>As a last comment - I think the point about Athyra is that _Vlad_ gets to
>see himself that way, too, by the end.

I would agree - the reader gets to see that the life of a wandering
assassin isn't nearly as cool as Vlad makes it out to be earlier on. And
Vlad has to come to terms with what a manipulative bastard he really is.

My turn for a random closing comment/ question: Does _Atyra_ seem to imply
that we're not going to see more Vlad-narrated books? There's that scene
where he says "Some fool was paying me to talk about my life for a while...
I don't think I'll be doing that anymore." Or words to that effect
(Standard "Books in NY, Me in MD" disclaimer here).

Does that imply more third-person books? Or is there a loophole in that
there are other stories he told to "some fool" that just haven't seen
print...

Personally, I prefer some variation upon the latter. Brust is best at the
first-person narrator type novel. But I'll buy more Vlad books even if they
are narrated by Loiosh's dead teckla...
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Date: 23 Feb 94 21:18:17 GMT
From: alipkin@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu ("Adam M. Lipkin")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

Just to add to the Brust thread, most posters (in the most recent digest,
at least) seem to be glossing over Phoenix Guards (not the same as Phoenix,
btw). Although the tale does not contain Vlad, and it is primarily Brust's
tribute to Dumas, it is most definitely a part of the history of Vlad and
his friends, and is a great read to boot.  

SPOILER ALERT

Anyone else find that Agyar (Brust's latest) also has a lot in common with
Vlad. Agyar is a creature who uses people and is very cruel at times, but,
since we are again given only the first person perspective, he comes
accross as being much more sympathetic than he should be.

Adam

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 19:27:06 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Doris Lessing, ~150 pages of Canopus in Argos

I'll probably be posting about this for the next week, since the entire
tome is some 1250+ pages long.  Last night's dent was 150 odd pages, and
honestly, if I hadn't had to get up for a 9 a.m.  class, I'd probably not
have quit reading when I did.

My first comment about Lessing is that reading her is slow.  I think this
is a combination of all the parallels I'm trying to puzzle out, and her
prose style, which is deceptively plain.  More about that later.

One question before moving onto a myopically detailed digression on what I
read last night: I notice that Doris Lessing made spot 89 on the Morris
List of Women Authors.  Mike (and anyone else who cares to answer) do you
own any Lessing; have you read any, what did you read, what did you think
of it, and if you read this one - Re: Shikasta, Colonised Planet 5, what
did you think of that minor character who traveled all over the world and
kept running into exactly the same culture (and relatives of people she
grew up with, no less) one place after another, no new ideas ever?  That
bit reminded me (in passing) of some of what you've posted here about the
lack of real diversity in contemporary literature.  (That character went
mad, too, I might add, which provides another argument for immersing
oneself in the Ancients, I suppose, to avoid just such a turn of events.)
It's in no way important, however, as it was a _very_ minor incident.

Spoilers follow, probably.

The Judeo-xtian background (the Fall, the Flood, Sodom & Gomorrah, etc., as
Shammat intervention, climatic changes which the Canopeans aided the
Shikastans to survive, the Destruction of the Cities by the Canopean agents
on Shikasta) is readily understandable for me, and likely for most other
readers as well.  Some of the other references I get less of (I think I
spotted Atlantis, but am not entirely certain).  The fatalistic Canopus
cosmology, with its functional versions of dis-aster, cosmic radiation,
misalignments (ley lines, astrology, geomancy. . .) is also a bit harder
for me to match up.  The overview of 20th C. history is straightforward,
although I don't know how many of the terrorist bios are specific
individuals in RAF and other groups, and how many fictional and/or
composities.  The notion that our Savior would have been a lawyer (John
Brent-Oxford/Taufiq) is an appealing one, if a little weird.

I strongly suspect that Shikasta/Rohanda, Shammat, etc. are etymological
in-jokes.  Does anyone know if, say, Lessing snagged some stuff from
African mythology?

At any rate, coming on the heels of such books as Kohn's _No Contest: the
Case Against Competition_ and Sturgeon's sf, the notion of SOWF
(substance-of-we-feeling - I'm not making *any* of this up, btw) fit right
into an existing slot.

Lessing's attacks on socialist groups are fascinating.  The fatalism, the
assumption of subordination to the Plan, the emphasis on Duty which are so
Canopean are all used extensively by the very groups she attacks but, they
are perverted, in-name-only, used by some to take from others, to enslave
and exploit.  The result is an ongoing chilling question about the
Canopeans themselves, which I can only assume was intended by the author.

Her use of language is impressive.  In the first few pages, as Johor
narrates first as Canopean, then, descending through Zone 6, as human, we
move from abstracts and internals to the solidity of weights around ankles,
of difficulty walking.  The shift to physical humanity is gradual and, I
think, effective, although any alert reader will likely note it (and, I
believe, appreciate it).  One has found poetry in the plainest prose: hard
words and sharp images.  Her style has tang.

Lessing's minor portraits, while at times apparently cold and distanced in
tone, compel, largely through this remarkably effective use of language.
The hairy native who protects and befriends Johor in his journey to the
Shammat transmitter is unforgettable in his tearful departure, his
inability to tear himself from his home, despite its emptiness; the
emotionally isolated young men and women congenitally unable to believe the
lies of the world in our time, but, starved for sowf, lacking in kindness,
are directly destructive where what they rebel against is indirectly
destructive; John Brent-Oxford's wife, who appears in perhaps five
sentences (so far, remember I'm only half way through the first book), is a
woman clinging to hope who detects Taufiq's wrongful course, who decides to
act on the basis of a few words (correctly!), has (for me) a reality major
characters in other novels never achieved.

Most wrenching for me, however, is that ongoing question about Canopus, a
question they ask themselves.  In their attempt to replace a planet lost,
they accelerated growth on Rohanda.  Like any scientist operating past the
edges of known practice, they are done in by inadequate theory: their tight
focus on co-operation leaves their most perfect colony open to aggressors
the natives and they symbiotic mentors are unprepared to comprehend, much
less counter.  Their greed for good has made them a target for evil, and
the great beauty they thought to bring to its potential is also
exploitable.  To what degree are Canopus and Shammat interchangeable?
Surely the Sirian and Canopus contingents are readily exchanged, though, in
this history, the Canopus experiments were more successful.

If our history were what Re: Shikasta makes out, Canopus has a lot to
answer for: They have destroyed our cities, disturbed the natural progress
of our planet and repeatedly redirected our course of cultural development,
not to mention genetic manipulation and interbreeding.  Regardless of their
intentions, they made us a fruit worth plucking for an evil which might
otherwise have ignored us.

All to preserve the link, small though it may be, to Canopus.  What would
have been the result of terminating it?  Might not Shammat have been forced
to feed elsewhere?  Or had, by this time, the Shikastan mind been formed a
transmitter and the Shikasta-Canopus link all that saves us from a complete
descent into degradation?

Anyway.  If the first 150 pages are any indication, I'm in for a thought-
provoking, emotionally wrenching and cathartic week.  I cheated and looked
at the end of Shikasta - it appears to turn out well from the Canopean
view, although I have no idea what I'll be thinking of Canopus by the time
I get there.

Oh yeah, Lessing has some neat stuff to say about religious founders and
the priesthoods which succeed them.

This isn't like _any_ sf I've ever read.  I find it absolutely riveting as
a tale, philosophically fascinating, and the prose style is incredible.  At
the same time, more than anything I've read in years, I can see that others
may find these very attractions utterly repulsive.  What I consider an apt
perspective on political movements, others will find offensively
simplistic.  What to me is an able retelling of scripture may be opaque to
those less familiar with the tales, boring to those who've been through
similar speculation, or even, I suspect, offensive.

So I won't conclude this posting with a recommendation; I won't urge anyone
to rush right out and buy the inexpensive Vintage 5-in-1 binding of Canopus
in Argos: Archives.  But I hope someone's curiosity is piqued, and
ultimately finds Lessing as intriguing as I am.

I'm finding it a *lot* easier to read this tome than GR.  For one thing, I
get enough of the references to not feel like a total twit.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com
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Date: 17 Feb 94 01:32:25 GMT
From: smg@rp.open.cs.fujitsu.co.jp (Stephen M. Grafton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doris Lessing, ~150 pages of Canopus in Argos

Read the lot, enjoyed them all (some of them twice).

"The making of the representative for planet 8" was great.  

When Philip Glass did an Opera of it with the Libretto by Doris herself, it
was a 'must see'. (as in How The Hell Will They Do THAT).

Stephen Grafton
Fujitsu Ltd.
9-18, Shinyokohama 3-Chome
Kohoku-Ku, Yokohama 222, Japan
smg@rp.open.cs.fujitsu.co.jp
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Date: 17 Feb 94 02:11:58 GMT
From: seans@cyber1.cyberstore.ca (Sean Stewart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doris Lessing, ~150 pages of Canopus in Argos

Doris Lessing is usually considered one of the most important mainstream
writers in English in the post-war era, period.  Her books THE GOLDEN
NOTEBOOK and THE FOUR-GATED CITY substantially shaped women's writing in
the latter half of this century.

These books are in many ways stupendous (although in places grindingly
depressing).  _Canopus in Argos_,_Shikasta_ etc. are, IMHO, completely
disasterous and really embarrassing products of a writer who is so much,
much better than that.  SF as a genre she just doesn't get at all, doesn't
use well, has zilch feel for, etc..

Pocket summary: Fling current book out window, run to bookstore, buy THE
GOLDEN NOTEBOOK instead, see why she has been often touted as a possible
Nobel candidate.

All these opinions, of course, merely mine.

Sean Stewart
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Date: 17 Feb 94 04:56:02 GMT
From: dfraser@pt.olympus.net (Dave Fraser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doris Lessing, ~150 pages of Canopus in Argos

I have never encountered another author who has moved me as much as Doris
Lessing.  You won't be disappointed if you go back to her much earlier work
either, such as the Four Gated City series (which will give you an insight
into her issues around socialism and the Party).  Ah what a voice.  Maybe
it's time to go back and read her again.  I devoured everything she wrote
years ago and there's been little new work to sustain my appetite of late.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 16:09:36 GMT
From: kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doris Lessing, ~150 pages of Canopus in Argos

smg@rp.open.cs.fujitsu.co.jp (Stephen M. Grafton) writes:
>"The making of the representative for planet 8" was great.  

This was the book that one of my friends described as "there's this planet
so dry that people come for *miles* to see a tiny lake, and then the whole
thing freezes over.

Where did the water come from?"

It's a long time since I read the Canopus stuff, but I [ymmv] summarise it
as:

Mainstream writer tries their hand at SF and succeeds wonderfully - from
the mainstreams point of view; and produces a derivative, seen-it-before,
inconsistent set of novels - from the SF point of view.

The only one that stood out from me was _The Marriages Between Zones Three,
Four, and Five_, because it didn't attempt any sort of SF rationale (not
that I think much of the Canopean rationale anyway) and was definitely
weird.

Le Guin does a critique of ... um ... _The Sirian Experiments_, I think, in
one of her essays. Book's at home, though, so I can't say which collection
it's in.  Sorry.  

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 20:56:04 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doris Lessing, ~150 pages of Canopus in Argos

Well, I said I'd be doing this for a week, and I see no reason to revise my
opinion now.  I finished the first of the CiA books last night , and, as
before, this stuff goes really slowly for me.  The subject line is a slight
lie - I read about 200 pages last night.  This is so weird to me.  When I
spend four and a half hours on a science fiction novel, I expect to get
through more than two hundred pages.  Heck, when I read Leibniz and Spinoza
I read faster than this.  (Okay, okay.  I'll quit whining now and get to
the point.)

First, some quickie comments about some of the responses thus far:

GR is _Gravity's Rainbow_ by Pynchon.  I (and several others on r.a.b. and
r.a.sf.w.) have attempted to read this, with varying degrees of success.  I
didn't have any; some people had lots.  Some people really, really, really
like GR, think it is the best thing ever.  I am afraid, being an ignorant
plebe, I'll just have to make do with Lessing for now.  Can't say I mind,
honestly.

Thanks for the xref to the Le Guin essay, and the other Lessing novels.
Thanks also to the people who have kindly emailed me some background info
on Lessing.  This helps, and I fully plan on spending some time researching
this author after I've finished the books.  (This isn't the kind of thank
you intended to discourage further information, btw; quite the contrary!)

It's nice to hear that her other books are so much better than these - I
look forward to them, but I'm afraid I'm going to pass on the suggestion to
fling the current book out the window, I'm enjoying it (seems like a sick
use of the word, but hey) far too much.

I honestly can't disagree with those who say that CiA as sf isn't good -
nor can I agree with them, however.  Certainly, it is a poor
_representative_ of the genre (but then, so are the works of Stapledon,
Wells, Huxley...); I nevertheless think they succeed admirably as novels,
they fall within the range of the genre and, to some degree, extend that
range.  I would not deny having seen better reworkings of the OT, etc., in
sf but, I don't think I've ever seen a so nearly successful depiction of a
developing mystic in sf (heck, I've never seen that able a weaving of that
many religious cosmologies into a single coherent structure - the physics
may suck, but the details of the metaphysics are impressive).

As for grindingly depressing, well, that's a good way to put it.  I have
two friends who've tackled parts of this series.  One read _The Marriages
of Zones Three, Four and Five_ and liked it; the other _The Making of the
Representative from Planet 8_, and hated it ("Depressing Lessing").  I've
been very happy to get so many reactions on-line, as I know so few people
who have read these books.

Spoilers probably follow:

I'm inclined to think that the second half of Re: Shikasta is not as strong
as the first half; on the other hand, it is easier to read.

I was told in email that Lessing was all her life Sufi.  Reading this
helped answer, at least superficially, a nagging question I was having: why
would someone write a science fiction novel depicting the development of
first a mystic, and then an entire society of mystics.  I'm not complaining
- - I'm just noting its oddity.

It is a cliche in discussing science fiction that it is difficult, if not
impossible, to depict a superhuman in fiction.  Several authors get around
this by depicting the superhuman in an immature phase, through the
contradictory perceptions of ordinary humans, through a distanced
description of the impact of the superhuman's existence.  Lessing's
superhuman isn't, at least not in the usual sense of superpowers, high
intelligence, longevity, etc. - George Sherban isn't even all _that_
charismatic.  What he does have, however, is the ability to see, a limited
ability to communicate what he sees, and a striking ability to say the
right words at the right time to move people in the direction they are
needed.  We are shown George Sherban in reports by political antagonists,
in his stunningly non-mystical and jealous sister's diary, and in the
slightly surreal events which occur around him.

This was very clever of Lessing - it let her get away with not actually
showing us any of the "talking" which operated on so very many levels.
This kind of talking, I submit, cannot be captured by writing down the
words and Lessing wanted to communicate that, too, and succeeded, in
Benjamin's description of one of his re-education experiences.  She got as
close as I've ever seen, perhaps as close as it is possible to get, to
_showing_, rather than telling, what it is to live in the circles of
ripples a mystic inevitably creates.

There still isn't anything quite like putting your hand in the water to
discover it is wet, however.  That is hardly the fault of the novelist.

I'm going to digress for a few paragraphs on some other issues.

Some of the background to Shikasta, and the notion of the Zones, becomes
much clearer in the second half of the book.  The implicit reincarnation
cycle, and how escape from it is effected becomes obvious; we see the
effect of Zone 6 vampires on Rachel, where previously we had only seen
references to their existence in a report.  In fact, a great deal of what
was previously apparent only in reports is depicted as happening to
individuals in the second half (Lynda Coldridge as a person-with-insight,
able to exist only in mental institutions, etc.).  For reasons that are
unclear to me, being _shown_ these people is much less grindingly
depressing (I really like that phrase), than those horribly detached
reports which epitomized the first 100 odd pages of Re: Shikasta.  Is this
because the reports failed to include that these people are really the
survivors, broken and damaged, but nevertheless still around, and still
fighting?  Lessing doesn't seem to do "where there's life there's hope";
she has instead something I can't describe other than by saying that while
there's life there's life.

It's awful (and awe-ful).  It's hard to read, and harder to believe.
Lessing gets *that* too, and hands it to us via Suzanna's refusal to listen
to the horror stories the escapees bring her at the camp.  Again, we are
_shown_ what it means when we were _told_ earlier that some of the
Shikastan mechanisms for dealing with the lack of SOWF, and for dealing
with the internal imbalances introduced by failing to live in accord with
Canopean principles were, in themselves, not healthy, in a way the Shammat
could feed on.  Catharsis gets you so far, and no further.

As everyone here probably expected, I eventually figured out the primary
differences between Canopus and Shammat, and understand that they are
substantive both within and without the context of the story.  All that
stuff about food, and appetites now makes a lot of sense.  :-) (One last
digression - anyone else notice the parallel between what's his name and
Rilla getting distracted by those lovely spherical things in Zone 6 and
Benjamin and Rachel getting distracted by the people they shared that huge
house with in Morocco?  I don't know if I'm starting to manufacture
connections where there aren't any or not.)

Finally, on the off chance that someone here has the book handy, my current
theory is that the turning point of the novel occurs right after that story
about the listless mama cat and the young-old papa cat, where the anonymous
man and woman are so discouraged, which ends with the image of a single
leaf, the cycle of life and death, the encapsulation of the universe as a
"roaring engine of creative destruction" and the characterization of a few
(but growing number of) Shikastans as having great courage despite being
horribly damaged, of having faith.  Right around there is where Johor
decides to incarnate as George Sherban, and the style of the reportage is
increasingly personal and subjective.

I read that one page a dozen times (the leaf, etc.), several times out
loud.  It is amazing.  I think this is the first time I've read prose that
I could honestly describe as having greater visceral impact than all but
the very best poetry I've ever read.  I almost quit reading right there and
I'm _really_ glad I didn't.  In fact, if I had it to do over again, I'd
arrange to read Re: Shikasta in one sitting; the sense of closure at the
end was, for me, total, and it would have helped not to stop right in the
middle of the really horrible stuff.  But that's neither here nor there,
although you might plan accordingly if you're going to try reading this
stuff.

It is, if possible, even clearer to me now that a lot of what I find most
attractive about this series is not going to appeal to many others, and I
am far from objective on the topic of merit-of-these-works, beyond the
trivial observation that Lessing's prose style has great power in its
plainness, and is worth trying out for that reason alone.

And I'm still pointedly not recommending that anyone rush right out and buy
the $20 5-in-1 paperback Vintage Canopus in Argos: Archives.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 23:56:32 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doris Lessing, ~150 pages of Canopus in Argos

kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin) writes:
>It's a long time since I read the Canopus stuff, but I [ymmv] summarise it
>as:

>mainstream writer tries their hand at SF and succeeds wonderfully - from
>the mainstreams point of view; and produces a derivative, seen-it-before,
>inconsistent set of novels - from the SF point of view.

This was my feeling also.  _Shikasta_ in particular was most successful
when it was least science fictional; I don't think Lessing had read much
SF, and therefore she had no sense of which ideas were too overused or too
loaded up with irrelevant associations.  (A lot of the philosophical stuff
which an earlier poster mentioned being confused by is Theosophy, I believe
- - the "root races" and their descriptions are from Madame Blavatsky.  I
have a prejudice against seeing this kind of thing in SF.)

>The only one that stood out from me was _The Marriages Between Zones
>Three, Four, and Five_, because it didn't attempt any sort of SF rationale
>(not that I think much of the Canopean rationale anyway) and was
>definitely weird.

Yes.  I found parts of _Sirian Experiments_ interesting, but it didn't work
for me as a novel; and _Making of the Representative_ I actively disliked.
The attitude of the Canopeans towards the people of Planet 8 was
offensively condescending and patronizing, as I recall (it's been quite a
few years since I read this) and the planet itself was ridiculously
homogeneous culturally and geologically.

>Le Guin does a critique of ... um ... _The Sirian Experiments_, I think,
>in one of her essays. Book's at home, though, so I can't say which
>collection it's in.  Sorry.

_Dancing on the Edge of the World_.  I would hate to get an unfavorable
review from Le Guin - she has quite a way with words.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu
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Date: 18 Feb 94 01:17:58 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doris Lessing, ~150 pages of Canopus in Argos

Mary K. Kuhner (mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu) wrote:
>(A lot of the philosophical stuff which an earlier poster mentioned being
>confused by is Theosophy, I believe - the "root races" and their
>descriptions are from Madame Blavatsky.  I have a prejudice against seeing
>this kind of thing in SF.)

The Giants and the Natives (and the Sirian little people, etc.)?  I haven't
read any Blavatsky, and the only person I know who has (same friend as read
_The Making of the Representative form Planet 8_) was really, really,
really unhappy with it.  (Is she the character that coined the term "astral
projection" or am I really confused?)

Where did the shaped cities come from?  Is that Blavatsky, too?

(And is there any way I could read a short overview of a bunch of this
stuff without getting bogged down in more tomes?  I'm curious about what
other sources I'm not recognizing Lessing drew on.)

I can certainly understand having a prejudice against this sort of thing
showing up in sf - I tend to have a prejudice against this sort of thing at
all.  ERB's Barsoom drove me nuts, altho for a slightly different set of
reasons.  Melissa Scott's Silence Leigh stuff was neat, though, and didn't
annoy me.  Neither did Elizabeth Moon's _Deed of Paksenarrion_, with its
various reinterpreted religions.  _Illuminatus!_ was just silly-fun, which
periodically threw in something insightful, but in no pattern I could
detect, nor nearly often enough.

I don't think anything has so thoroughly stumped me as to origins of
reworked material, however, unless it was Umberto Eco's _Foucault's
Pendulum_.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 02:00:13 GMT
From: dfraser@pt.olympus.net (Dave Fraser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doris Lessing, ~150 pages of Canopus in Argos

Mary K. Kuhner (mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu) wrote:
>>mainstream writer tries their hand at SF and succeedes wonderfully - from
>>the mainstreams point of view; and produces a derivative, seen-it-before,
>>inconsistent set of novels - from the SF point of view.
>
>This was my feeling also.  _Shikasta_ in particular was most successful
>when it was least science fictional; I don't think Lessing had read much

Jeez, Lessing was writing myth, touching archetypes, not doing a Science
text.  She paints word pictures that capture exactly what is - almost,
which in MHO is what sets her work apart from prose into the realm of
poetry which is a much better medium for describing truth.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 18:50:02 GMT
From: morgan@arc.ab.ca (Sean Morgan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barry Longyear: Does he still write?

>_Infinity Hold_ and _Sea of Glass_ still sit unread on my shelf. I've
>heard him speak at conventions about how important a book it was for him,
>and how much its ideas helped him turn his life around, and, well, I'm
>glad it worked for him. For me, it was the emptiest feel-good
>sentimentalism this side of Richard Bach.

I haven't read _The God Box_, but I want to tell you about _Sea of Glass_.
It is a very dark future with a very tragic hero, the book has many
horrible scenes and images and, I am no horror fan.  On top of that the
premise that a computer could accurately predict the onset of a war decades
in the future was totoally implausible.  And yet it was the most moving
book that I have read in a while.  It both gripped me and made me think.
Think about tough choices, both for individuals and whole societies.  I
would recommend it, if you are not worried about being unsettled by it.

>I'm pretty sure _Sea of Glass_ and I think _Infinity Hold_ predate _The
>God Box_

Someone else in this thread said that _Elephant Song_, another of his books
I haven't read, was "one of the saddest books I've ever read."  If it and
_Sea of Glass_ predate _The God Box_, then I am glad he turned his life
around!

Sean Morgan
morgan@arc.ab.ca
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Date: 20 Feb 94 01:12:53 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doris Lessing, ~150 pages of Canopus in Argos

rcrowley@zso.dec.com writes:
>Mary K. Kuhner (mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu) wrote:
>>(A lot of the philosophical stuff which an earlier poster mentioned being
>>confused by is Theosophy, I believe - the "root races" and their
>>descriptions are from Madame Blavatsky.  I have a prejudice against
>>seeing this kind of thing in SF.)
>
>The Giants and the Natives (and the Sirian little people, etc.)?  I
>haven't read any Blavatsky, and the only person I know who has (same
>friend as read _The Making of the Representative form Planet 8_) was
>really, really, really unhappy with it.

The Giants, the root races, the ethereal people who don't have to eat,
etc., I don't know what else.  I read this stuff many years ago, somewhere
in the family basement of books, and was rather repelled by it.  I don't
understand why Lessing chose this particular vein to mine.  Do you have any
feeling for what effect she was trying for?  There's a strong attitude in
Blavatsky's writing of physical==evil (that we have to eat and excrete is
part of our degeneracy) which I found distracting in _Shikasta_.  Maybe
it's my SF-fan prejudice that disembodied energy beings are not really the
highest form of life (whatever Marc Remillard may think...)

>(And is there any way I could read a short overview of a bunch of this
>stuff without getting bogged down in more tomes?  I'm curious about what
>other sources I'm not recognizing Lessing drew on.)

Sorry, I don't any longer recall where I read it.  The UW Libraries have
eight books by Blavatsky, but her writing style is somewhat opaque.  Maybe
Colin Wilson's _Encyclopedia of the Occult_?

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu
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Date: 21 Feb 94 07:49:30 GMT
From: ath@linkoping.trab.se (Anders Thulin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doris Lessing, ~150 pages of Canopus in Argos

rcrowley@zso.dec.com writes:
>Where did the shaped cities come from?  Is that Blavatsky, too?

Probably not - one or two of them are definitely real.  Baghdad, for
instance, has been known as the circular city for a long time. I'm fairly
certain there's at least another 'shaped city' somewhere.

Was there a 'bird city' in Shikasta? I don't recall. That one could easily
be inspired by a real city as well.

Lessing probably generalized the idea.

>(And is there any way I could read a short overview of a bunch of this
>stuff without getting bogged down in more tomes?  I'm curious about what
>other sources I'm not recognizing Lessing drew on.)

One obvious (?) source but, only obliquely, is the Persian text 'Anwar i
suaili' : Lights of Canopus.

Many of the names used in CiA are Persian words - Shikasta, for instance,
means 'broken', and Rohanda, 'yielding full crops' unless I'm mistaken.
Connection?  Perhaps.

Some of the fundamental ideas in CiA pop up in other parts of her work.
See for instance:

  ??? - the last Martha Quest volume - I've forgotten the title.

 'Prisons we choose to live in'

 'Briefing for a descent into Hell'.

>I can certainly understand having a prejudice against this sort of thing
>showing up in sf - I tend to have a prejudice against this sort of thing
>at all.

I suspect classifying it as SF might be the wrong approach. It's much
closer to magical realism.

Anders Thulin
Telia Research AB
Teknikringen 2B
S-583 30 Linkoping, Sweden
ath@linkoping.trab.se
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Date: 17 Feb 94 21:17:16 GMT
From: andrew@lamar.colostate.edu (Andrew Boardman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review of _Pallas_ by L. Neil Smith, Review by Charles Curley

				  Pallas

L. Neil Smith, Tor, November 1993, $23.95

Reviewed by Charles Curley.

                            Pullouts:

  If this is not the most politically incorrect novel in print,
             the author will be sorely disappointed.

                A person without a gun is naked,
         while a person without clothes is merely nude.

         Smith is familiar with firearms, as mechanisms
                and as tools for mental training.

     Frontier justice, administered at the scene and moment
       of the crime by the hands of the intended victim...

       I taught my daughter to read, and among the skills
         she learned was how to evaluate what she reads.

   Imagine a world in the not too distant future, where high technology on
the high frontier have transformed the asteroid Pallas into home for 30,000
people. There, two contending visions of how man ought to live struggle, in
the persons of former U.S.  Senator Gibson Altman and collective farm
refugee Emerson Ngu.  This book is the story of that conflict and the
visions behind it.
   Altman is the head of the Greeley Utopian Memorial Project.  It is a UN
sponsored project.  The Project was named for Horace Greeley, who had
ignored his own most famous advice, to "go west, young man."  It is the
ultimate collective farm, or perhaps "collective plantation" would be more
like it. At least Emerson Ngu, plantation, excuse me, *Project* peasant,
excuse me, *worker,* thought so. But Ngu lay in his cave, in time stolen
from tending crops, and listened on his clandestine radio to the station in
the Outside town of Curringer.
   William Wilde Curringer was a South African multi- billionaire who had
read the works of social philosophers Mirelle Stein and Raymond Louis
Drake-Tealy.  He determined to build a society based on their ideas, and
invested his billions in terraforming Pallas and transporting signatories
of Stein's Covenant to the asteroid.  Just as the Project represents the
ultimate in collectivism, the town of Curringer and Pallas outside the
Project represent the ultimate in individualism and libertarianism. And
therein lies the conflict.
    It is clear which side the author is on. Indeed, one suspects that if
this is not the most politically incorrect novel in print, the author will
be sorely disappointed. Not only are the Pallatians rampant individualists,
but they carry guns.  Furthermore, they hunt.  Worse, (from a PC point of
view) they enjoy it. In Pallatian society, a person without a gun is naked,
while a person without clothes is merely nude.
    The author is quite serious. He heads each chapter with a quote, much
as Frank Herbert did in *Dune.* Unlike *Dune,* many of the quotes are from
real sources, often quite scholarly. The theme is stated in the following
quote from Robert Ardrey: "While we are members of the intelligent primate
family, we are uniquely human even in the noblest sense, because for untold
millions of years we alone killed for a living."
   Smith's vast eclectic taste in reading shows in his choices of other
authors to quote: the screenplay for a *Star Trek* movie, Rex Stout, Rex
May, C.S. Forester, Nathanial Blackburn, Barbara Tuchman, Pauline Reage,
and others.  Add in an article in *Discover* Magazine entitled "The Worst
Mistake in the History of the Human Race," and other works on anthropology
and sociology.  About the only quote missing is one from H.L. Hunt: "If
this country is worth saving, it's worth saving at a profit."
   But not all Smith's quotes are from historic sources. Like Herbert and
other science fiction writers, Smith quotes from his own fictional writers:
Drake-Tealy, Stein, and Curringer. And like Herbert's Princess Irulan, we
find out that two of these are alive and well. Drake-Tealy is Smith's voice
for his own conclusions on anthropology and sociology. Stein (who appears
partly based on Ayn Rand, Isabelle Patterson and Murray Rothbard) is his
voice for comments on economics and politics. And Curringer is a
curmudgeon.  His title, *Unfinished Memoirs,* evokes Benjamin Tucker's
curmudgeonly *Instead of a Book.*
   But the chapter headings are bits of fat that smooth out and provide
pleasant curves to the bone and muscle of the book. These are the thoughts
and actions of the characters. Smith gives us a guided tour of his idea of
utopia, by the device of having a stranger to that society, Emerson Ngu,
introduced to it. This device is at least as ancient as *Probability
Broach,* Smith's first novel.  Even older: Benjamin Tucker used in in the
original *Liberty* magazine. (And anyone who has a problem with reusing
good literary devices hasn't read his Kipling.)
   We learn, via our sympathy for Ngu, that our values are not so far apart
from those of the Greeley Utopian Memorial Project.  Take the following
exchange, which one might imagine having with an animal rights activist:

         "Come on, Miss Singh! I don't  know about  you, but my
      compassion for someone isn't limited to my estimate of their
      intelligence!"
         She looked at him straight in the eye. "Mine is."

   All of the characters are armed, and know how to use their firearms. A
lengthy passage is devoted to Ngu's training in the use of firearms.  Ngu
starts with an L.A.R.  Grizzly Win Mag, chambered in .45 magnum.  In spite
(or, perhaps, because) of that handicap, he goes on to become a local
champion in metal silhouette shooting.
   It is clear that Smith is familiar with firearms, as mechanisms and as
tools for mental training.  His loving description of the mental processes
involved in silhouette shooting shows much experience with the sport.  His
geography (pallatography?) shows a knowledge and appreciation of the great
modern authorities on arms: Grenell's Gulch, Lake Selous, Seyfried Road,
and others. (But no Farnam's Freehold, alas.)
   And his characters know how to use their arms for more than just
"sporting uses." They hunt, in accord with Drake-Tealy's (and Smith's)
ideas.  They use them in self defense. "Don't worry, Emerson, frontier
justice, administered at the scene and moment of the crime by the hands of
the intended victim, is a selling point to me - I lived in Washington too
long for it not to be, and it's no news to anyone else on this asteroid!"
Even the Speir carriers are armed.

   Smith uses his vantage point of the near future to lay out some warnings
for our own future. He sees that, as socialism has collapsed in Eastern
Europe, it has strengthened here in what used to be the land of the free
and the home of the brave. While the ex-Soviet Union is busily privatizing
and deregulating everything in sight, following the leads of Poland,
eastern Germany and Hungary, the U.S. is moving in exactly the opposite
direction. A president elected by 43% of the voters wants to effectively
nationalize one seventh of the U.S. economy, and take it down the road on
which Britain, France and other countries now painfully retreat.
   Smith predicts that the last place in the world where marxist economics
will be taught is the University of California at Berkeley.  This is
consistent with Vlaclav Klaus' 1989 observation that the only place where
marxist economics is taken seriously any more is on the campuses of
American universities.
   He also has some choice words for the cultural near-war now waging
between the East and the West of this country (of which gun control and
grazing reform are but a part):

         Westerners had often complained bitterly of what they
      felt amounted to colonial treatment by the Northeast, of
      three quarters of their land being perpetually tied up for
      the sake of a future which somehow never arrived, of their
      involuntary status as the Northeast's dumping ground, its
      bottomless food, water and mineral reserve, its hiding
      place for the Pentagon's most dangerous toys.

   (And, like searchers for Asimov's Second Foundation, we
should look  at the  labels "east" and "west" in social terms, not
physical directions.)

   Smith does in his novel does what Jeffrey R. Snyder has done in an essay
in *The Public Interest* for Fall, 1993. In _A Nation of Cowards_, Snyder
clearly and eloquently lambastes the people of this country for being
unwilling to take responsibility for their own self defense. *Pallas* is
the fictional statement of this same point of view. Snyder takes the
negative view: here is what is wrong with American society. Smith takes the
affirmative: here is what society would be like if we took responsibility
for ourselves instead of trying to foist it off on the welfare state. It is
doubtful that either knew of the other's work in progress. That two widely
different works should show up at the same time to say the same shockingly
radical thing has to make one wonder.

   The action of the novel starts with 14 year old Emerson Ngu's escapes
from the Greeley Utopian Memorial Project, first mentally (by listening to
his clandestine radio) and them physically, as he passes the barrier wall
around the Project.
   The second part of the book is Emerson's introduction (and ours) to
Pallatian life. He finds his way to Mrs. Singh's boarding house, where he
meets Judge Brody, Mrs. Singh, and several other characters. Emerson is
also introduced to Pallatian cuisine:

         Gulping bile, Emerson looked down at his bowl, scraped
      nearly clean with the spoon that still lay accusingly
      beside it on the table. first it had been poor Bambi,
      murdered and mutilated by those gloating savages back on
      the road. and now it was cute and furry Thumper, here in
      this very stew he'd found so delicious.
         Emerson had never eaten meat before.
         What kind of surrealistic nightmare had he escaped to,
      anyway?

   He is introduced to Pallatian education:

         I taught my daughter Gretchen to read, and among the
      skills she learned along the way was how to *evaluate* what
      she reads.  That's the last thing schools want kids to be
      able to do, but it's a matter of self defense as important
      as knowing to focus on the front sight and squeeze rather
      than jerk the trigger. Turned out pretty well, I think, and
      now she's educating herself, from the same books you see
      all around you.

   Gretchen Singh turns out to be an excellent shooting instructor. She
teaches Emerson that, when squeezing the trigger, to "Remember to take your
time. It isn't a race, you know." Later, they become lovers, and she
teaches him that the same advice applies to sex, only more so.

   The next part of the story is Ngu's conflict with Altman.  Shortly after
Ngu and Gretchen become lovers, Altman comes into town, and sues in Judge
Brody's court for the return of Ngu.  Altman claims that he is a minor, and
can't opt out of a contract signed by his parents.
   Brody makes his jurisdiction clear, in terms that will pale the Wyoming
State Bar Association:

         "First off, the Curringer Trust, in which all Pallatians
      are shareholders under provisions of the Hyperdemocratic
      Covenant, is all the government Pallas has or wants or
      needs. Its only responsibility is t'maintain the
      atmospheric envelope over our heads.  Every manner of
      dispute, even those held elsewhere t'be of a criminal
      nature -- providin', of course, the criminal has survived
      the initial encounter -- are settled by professional
      intermediaries like meself, where the idea of restitution,
      rather than punishment or 'rehabilitation,' is the accepted
      custom.
         "...It's me duty to inform y'both that the arbiter,
      meanin' meself. may be supplemented, should either party
      insist, by a jury of individuals fully informed as to their
      thousand-year-old obligation t'weigh the law itself, as
      well as the facts of the case."

   Brody rules that Emerson is self-supporting, and so an adult under the
Hyperdemocratic Covenant. He also rules that under the Covenant, parents
cannot contract away the rights of their offspring - echoing Thomas Paine,
among others.
   Altman responds that next time he will be back with "the requisite
resources to make good *any* claim." I.e. his U.N.  Education and Morals
goons.  Altman has revealed the iron fist behind the velvet glove of
government beneficence.
   Worse, from Emerson's point of view, is that Gretchen has disappeared.

   To tell about the resolution of that thickening of the plot would be a
cruelty.  Like a Pallatian, the reader of this review will simply have to
take responsibility for herself and find out by buying the book.
   So if you are hunting for a good book to read, with lots of
philosophical meat on its bones, go down to your bookstore and stalk the
science fiction section. If you set your sights on a copy of *Pallas* you
will flush out a good read. But if new ideas frighten you off, and you are
afraid to think for yourself, stay away from this book. It is not for
either the weak-stomached or the weak-minded.
   You are what you think.

Charles Curley
Box 2071
Gillette, WY 82717-2071
303/962-1464
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Volsky (2 msgs) & James White (3 msgs) &
                     Walter Jon Williams (6 msgs) &
                     Wyndham (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 05:16:20 GMT
From: emilyb@netcom.com (Emily Breed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Illusion_ by Paula Volsky

Judith L. Hardin <msjh@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu> wrote:
>Quit while you're ahead - it never gets any better.  

I'll second that recommendation.  I found the book maddening - it'd be
burbling along as pedestrian but reasonable fantasy, and then WUMP! a
really blatant and poorly done "parallel" would be drawn to something in
our history.  Parallel, nuts - same events, different names.  I'm as fond
of allusions as the next person, but to have a character stand up in front
of a rally and say, essentially, "I have a list here in my hand of traitors
to the cause" - well, really now.

Emily Breed
emilyb@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 19:49:37 GMT
From: msjh@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu (Judith L. Hardin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Illusion_ by Paula Volsky

Emily Breed <emilyb@netcom.com> wrote:
>Judith L. Hardin <msjh@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu> wrote:
>>Quit while you're ahead - it never gets any better.  
>
>I'll second that recommendation.  I found the book maddening - it'd be
>burbling along as pedestrian but reasonable fantasy,

I had trouble even finding anything I'd classify as fantasy, other than its
being set in an alternate universe.  There were some kind of half-hearted
stabs at in about 2/3 of the way through, with her uncle (if memory serves
- - I read it last summer) but, it was really like her agent said, "Listen,
this isn't going to sell in the main-stream market; why don't you put some
fantasy stuff in it and we'll pitch it to DAW."  Other than that, it was
pretty much the French Revolution set in an alternate world, and I never
did get the idea that, despite everything she'd been through, the main
character (whatever her name was) ever grew or changed because of it, which
might have redeemed the book.

But.  I'm not going to give up.  I've got the Wolf in Winter (is that the
title?) on order.  Maybe it will be better.

Judi Hardin
msjh@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 05:43:48 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: James White and Sector General

Has anyone else here read the Sector General series by James White?  It
features an intergalactic hospital that treats a variety of different
species.  The first novels in the series focused on Conway, a brilliant
surgeon, but the later ones seem to be focusing more on other physicians
or psychologists.

I really enjoyed reading these books.  Does anyone know if there are plans
for any more books in this series?

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 15:41:17 GMT
From: Cooper@wordshop.demon.co.uk (Gary Cooper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James White and Sector General

I read some of these a long, long while ago and loved them. Sadly, however,
I don't believe James White is still alive, so (unless I'm wrong, which I
hope I am) there won't be any more.

BTW, if you are on the lookout for more Sector General stories, keep an eye
open for a collection of his called The Aliens Among Us - originally
published by Ballantine in the USA back in 1969. The edition I have is a UK
paperback, published by Orbit in 1988. Not all the stories are S.G.-based,
but they are good.

James White was (is?) a much-underrated writer.

Gary Cooper

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 20:57:28 GMT
From: schafer@raistlan.network.com (Martin Schafer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James White and Sector General

James White was our GOH at Reinconation a year and a half ago, and friends
have exchanged letters in the last few months.  He is old but still hale,
and still writing great stuff, both professionally and fannishly.

Martin

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 20:24:39 GMT
From: ebarnea@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Eyal Barnea)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams

Paul Silver (baum1@syma.sussex.ac.uk) wrote:
>I like the way Williams writes, has anyone out there read 'Ambassador of
>Progress' and tell me something about it without many spoilers?

It's a rediscovery novel.  Humans have propagated to the stars, lost
contact with each other, and many planets lost civilization.  This is the
story of the people re-establishing contact (I believe the universe has no
FTL) with a planet where they run into a society which is similar to the
Hanseatic guild.  The cities in question employ Samurai exiles as
mercenaries (not individually, but as a whole clan).  The story takes off
from there...

Eyal Barnea
ebarnea@garnet.acns.fsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 23:06:44 GMT
From: erich@hrl5.cs.tamu.edu (Erich Schneider)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams

johanneson@news.brandonu.ca writes:
>Also worthy of note: There was a short story in Asimov's SF Magazine a
>couple years ago; I can't remember the title, and the mag in question is
>currently 2 hrs drive from where I am.  The story dealt with Reno, one of
>the semimajor characters from _Hardwired_.  Interesting story.

The title is "Solip:System", and it was repubbed in limited edition by
Pulphouse.

Check out _Voice of the Whirlwind_, another cyberpunkish story set in the
future from _HardWired_. I recommend it highly.

Erich Schneider
erich@bush.cs.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 20:32:04 GMT
From: darkmoon@ace.com (Rashan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams

>The only contact I've had with Walter Jon Williams is through his
>collaborative efforts with the _Wild Card Series_; I've enjoyed what
>little I have read and would like to know what 'type' of sf he generally
>writes.  Is it 'hard science', 'soft science', 'fantasy',?  Does he
>develope good characters?  Thanks for any info and/or recommendations.

   Well, I would generally class WJWs stuff in the "hard" science area,
although no where near as hard as folks like Robert Forward.
  In Days of Atonement, the science is probably hard, but a bit on the
esoteric side for my understanding.  He does create wonderful characters in
that book however.  Its a very thick book, a good deal of which is
character development.  I recommend it.
  Aristoi.. well, that might be hard science, but it's so far in the
future, it really doesn't matter.  The book is beautifully written and also
does an excellent job of character creation.  the science of the time also
makes the setting extremely interesting.

   I never could get into the Wild Card series myself, not enough of the
above mentioned qualities.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 01:33:09 GMT
From: lundgren@unm.edu (Chad Lundgren)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams--some more

<johanneson@news.brandonu.ca> wrote:
>Also worthy of note: There was a short story in Asimov's SF Magazine a
>couple years ago; I can't remember the title ...  The story dealt with
>Reno, one of the semimajor characters from _Hardwired_.

This is Solip:System, and is also published by Axolotl Press.  

One of the highest compliments I can give Williams is that I've never read
anything of his that really disappointed me.  Yes, the end of Days of
Atonement could have been better.  But overall, his work is consistently
good.  I have never felt reading any of his work was a waste of time, and
I've read most of his work.

Of course, I have my own favorites.  One is "Surfacing," an Asimov's cover
story sometime back in the 80s.  Neat stuff about communicating with whales
and other intelligent sea mammals.

His more recent piece "Wall, Stone, Craft" is an alternate history story.
The what if is "What if Lord Byron had been born without a club foot?"
This ends up affecting Mary Shelley's Frankenstein as well as European
history.  Quite well done.

Chad Lundgren
lundgren@unm.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 08:52:00 GMT
From: dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de (Ludwig Dickmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams--some more

johanneson@news.brandonu.ca writes:
>Also worthy of note: There was a short story in Asimov's SF Magazine a
>couple years ago; I can't remember the title ...  The story dealt with
>Reno, one of the semimajor characters from _Hardwired_.  

I think the story's title is "Solip: System". Brilliant story, fascinating
characters. The best Williams I read so far. _Hardwired_, however, I liked
less. IMHO, it is a bit too close to Gibson's _Neuromancer_, and there are
a few scenes that are much too violent to be after my taste. For example
when the girl with that artificial snake in her throat uses the snake to
eat the inner organs from one of her victims. Way too violent and bloody!

Ludwig Dickmann
Universit"at des Saarlandes
dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 01:53:34 GMT
From: marcs@wam.umd.edu (Mean Mister Mustard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams--some more

I really enjoy Walter Jon Williams' alternate histories.  He wrote one a
few years ago called "No Spot of Ground," where Edgar Allan Poe is a
Confederate general in the Civil War.  It's brilliant.

He also wrote "Witness" for the Wild Cards anthology, about an alternate
America that goes crazy over its Cold War superheroes, then summons them to
Congress and accuses them of being communists.  It's one of the few shared-
world stories that stands on its own, and it's also very well done - in
fact, his stories are always the best in any Wild Cards books.

Also, what was wrong with _Days of Atonement's_ ending?  That sheriff was
headed towards some sort of violent end from page 1.  The fact that
Williams could take a character (piggish, violent, provincial sheriff) and
an ending (violent gunfight, mega-explosions) that are already hackneyed,
and which I find personally distasteful, and then breathe new life into
them *and* make me like them... it's a testimony to his skill.

Marc

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jan 94 23:56:09 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _The Midwich Cuckoos_, John Wyndham

In between rereading a large stack of Bujold novels and after ditching
Gunnarson's _Dragons on the Town_ about twenty pages into it, I picked up
_The Midwich Cuckoos_.  This proved to be a very good idea.

Dani's already done a better job than I could of succinctly reviewing this
book, and, at any rate, I'm more interested in writing about the Zellaby
character and his ethics/morals anyway.

Spoilers follow:

All vertebrate life in a hemisphere centered on a sleepy village in England
- - Midwich, is rendered unconscious for a little more than a day.  Birds fly
in and crash.  People walk in a topple.  Vehicles grind to a halt.  No
serious tragedy occurs, although a plane is lost when MI tries to get
photos of the mysterious object which has appeared near the ruined abbey.

When the people wake up, the object is gone.  A few months later, it is
discovered that every woman able to bear children...is.  The town rallies,
MI helps keep it out of the news, and nine months after the initial Dayout,
60 odd babies are born, apparently human, but with golden eyes and a few
less obvious differences from run-of-the-mill humanity.

The women who moved away from Midwich find their few month old babies
compel them to return; several successfully abandon their children to the
village.  The children grow at approximately twice normal rate; it becomes
clear, over time, that the 60 odd children are telepathic within sex (all
the girls are mutually telepathic; likewise with the boys).

The town sage (_not_ the viewpoint character, which I think was a neat
trick, and very effective for a variety of reasons), an author, is Zellaby.
He is married (3rd wife) and his daughter (via the 2nd wife) is twenty
something.  Both become pregnant.  His wife bears a normal human child (she
was pregnant already, presumably); his daughter, one of the Children.  The
Zellabys raise both.

The connection between the Dayout and the pregnancies is obvious; all seem
well aware that the children are not human, but for a variety of reasons
(it seemed like a good idea at the time, and we're civilized, dammit,
they're *our* children), the Children are raised more or less normally.
The men feel cuckolded (although they were not); the women are coerced; the
Vicar and his wife wonder what it all means.  The viewpoint character is
watching to see what happens; his wife is substantially less charitable
towards the Children.  But Zellaby is fascinating.  While he recognizes
that these Children are not human at all right from the beginning, while he
realizes their ability to coerce humans will eventually result in a racial
death struggle between Us and Them, and though he notices their childish
cruelty to those who even accidentally harm them* , he maintains a level of
compassion and will to understand and even love them which is, well,
saintly.

Therein lies the power, for me, of this novel.  Zellaby is a really good
guy, he's _not_ stupid, he knows _exactly_ what the score is.  But he
doesn't hate, he doesn't blindly destroy, nothing.  He listens, he learns,
he thinks.  He loves, he befriends - to the limit the Children will permit.
He gains their trust.  I spent a good chunk of the book getting more and
more depressed, because I thought Zellaby was right; on the other hand, I
had a horrible feeling the Children would win because of his actions which,
at least in context, would be Wrong.

So when our dippy, myopic protagonist trots over to the school with Zellaby
to help him carry his film cartons for the movie that all the Children had
gathered to see because they liked Zellaby, who had taken the trouble to
teach them compassion, and a sense of humor, well, let's just say I
chortled with relief.

This is an even better example of the kill-the-one-you-love motif than
DKM's _The Last Dancer_ (which was confused by the fact that there was
reason to believe the "victim" wanted to die).

Anyway, it's a very good book, not long at all, and it has aged remarkably
well.

*(Their justification for this is interesting, and very reminiscent of some
stuff in Card's _Ender's Game_.  The idea is that if someone hurts you,
intentionally or otherwise, and you have a choice between stopping them,
and stopping them plus hurting them real bad - counterattacking, then
counterattacking is justified, to teach them a lesson.  So they'll try
*real hard* not to ever let it happen again.  Makes an impression, etc.
Card's use of it was a lot different, however.  Ender is being hassled by a
group, and it was clearly intentional.  Nor was he able to see a way to
just stop his attackers; any defense he made required counterattack.  To
save the time and pain of beating up a lot of people, he beat one up,
really bad (dead).  The Children, however, had the ability to just _stop_
people.  They didn't.  Was the counterattack justified?  After all, several
other places Children were born, they were destroyed outright; Midwich is
the last group, and they are panicking.  I don't think, in the end, it
mattered whether their attitude was justified; like all good tragedies,
this at least apparently necessary attitude, this "virtue", was also their
fatal flaw, in view of the fact that it probably was a factor in motivating
Zellaby's later actions.  Certainly it suggested that it would never be
possible to make a treaty with the Children; they were bent on the
destruction of the human race and so thoroughly believed that one species'
survival entailed the other's destruction that no accommodation could ever
be found.  Zellaby tried though; I think if Zellaby believed he could ever
convince them they could exist side by side, in peace and mutual
prosperity, so to speak, he probably would have let them live and taken the
risk of the slow tide of evolution.  But they wanted to hurry things up.)

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jan 94 02:11:25 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _The Midwich Cuckoos_, John Wyndham

rcrowley@zso.dec.com:
>...though he notices their childish cruelty to those who even accidentally
>harm them*...

The key word here is 'childish'.  Children are cruel and thoughtless, and
they don't wake up one day with a sudden realization that compassion is
better.  What happens is that over time they learn caution and empathy.
What distinguishes the very young Cuckoos is not that they are crueler than
normal children, but that they are able to act upon it.  As they grow
older, they do, in fact, exercise greater judgment - caution but, this
comes hard because the consequences of cruelty aren't immediate - if you
hit me, I'll hit you back harder - but distant and abstract.

They don't learn empathy.  Not because they're non-human, but because
empathy is a process of putting yourself in someone else's place and saying
"that could happen to me" and in this instance, it can't.  The miracle is
that they are socialized to the extent they are.

The other pivotal question in TMC is whether they *should* be allowed to
live.  What are my obligations if someone leaves a basket of puppies on my
doorstep?  What if they're intelligent puppies?  What if they're
intelligent puppies who promise to grow up to become man-eaters?

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 25 Feb 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 135

Today's Topics:

	 Books - Zelazny & Gripping Hand (4 msgs) & Dragonlance &
                 Faerielands (2 msgs) & Out in Stores (2 msgs) &
                 Political Science SF (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 18:29:27 GMT
From: r3daf@dax.cc.uakron.edu (Dave A Flanigan )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Zelazny novel

mf130@yorick.umd.edu (Bob Sullivan) writes:
>I saw the new Roger Zelazny hardback in the store the other day (title:
>_Wilderness_, I think.)  (Well, okay, he co-wrote it with somebody else
>whose name I can't recall off the top of my head...)  Has anybody read it
>yet?  

   Zelazny has been doing a lot of co-author work lately. I read a more
recient book called Loki's Mask (Or was it Mask of Loki?) - either way, it
was not to bad, aside from the fact that one could notice what was written
by Zelazny and what was not.
   I think his writting begs to stand alone. So much better that way -
IMHO.
	
Dave Flanigan
r3daf@dax.cc.uakron.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 19:27:21 GMT
From: u1452@sluggo.sdsc.edu (Jeff Bytof - SIO)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gripping Hand has a Limp Wrist

I just read The Gripping Hand and found it to be ok in some places and very
lousy in others.  Could the problem have been due to Pournelle's drinking?
Niven and Pournelle are shown in a photo inside the back cover and except
for looking like they'd spent the summer in the Bahamas, Pournelle looked
bloated and Niven looked depraved.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 22:29:08 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gripping Hand has a Limp Wrist

Jeff Bytof - SIO <u1452@sluggo.sdsc.edu> wrote:
>I just read The Gripping Hand and found it to be ok in some places and
>very lousy in others.  Could the problem have been due to Pournelle's
>drinking?  Niven and Pournelle are shown in a photo inside the back cover
>and except for looking like they'd spent the summer in the Bahamas,
>Pournelle looked bloated and Niven looked depraved.

I'm told that Pournelle has been - mirabile dictu! - sober for the last
several years.  Some doctor managed to express himself forcefully enough, I
gather.  As for Niven's depravity, I really couldn't say.

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 08:47:42 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Gripping Hand

That wasn't as bad as I expected - though it was quite disappointing in
comparison to "The Mote in God's Eye".  Three main problems.  The worst is
simply that the book was unimaginative.  It's Niven's old trick of
squeezing the last few implications out of an old plot device.  Second,
poor use was made of the most interesting plot device in the book - the
Moties.  Instead of creatures which are more intelligent than Humans, but
alien, we're presented with dull and ragged bunches of victims of
circumstance.  Finally, the solution doesn't work.  Are we supposed to
forget how good Motie doctors are?  Every little family that can scrape up
a ship will head for a distant solar system and breed like crazy.

The book isn't actively bad...but it's dull.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 20:31:39 GMT
From: daustin@uuneo.neosoft.com (Dan Austin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Gripping Hand

Dani Zweig (dani@netcom.com) wrote:
>That wasn't as bad as I expected - though it was quite disappointing in
>comparison to "The Mote in God's Eye".  Three main problems.  The worst is
>simply that the book was unimaginative.  It's Niven's old trick of
>squeezing the last few implications out of an old plot device.  Second,
>poor use was made of the most interesting plot device in the book - the
>Moties.  Instead of creatures which are more intelligent than Humans, but
>alien, we're presented with dull and ragged bunches of victims of
>circumstance.  Finally, the solution doesn't work.  Are we supposed to
>forget how good Motie doctors are?  Every little family that can scrape up
>a ship will head for a distant solar system and breed like crazy.

   I unfortunately have to agree with you on this. The biggest
disappointment of the book is that it didn't solve the 'motie' problem.
Since in many ways the motie problem is Earth's problem ( no way to control
population while being confined to the surface of a single planet) I really
wanted to hear the authors' solution. I could make excuses about ridiculous
contract situations and such, and even the author's admission that it isn't
a great book, but I won't. There was no Heinlein to do a line by line
editing job on this one as he did with 'the Mote', and that may have
something to do with it as well.
   I certainly hope that Niven's upcoming new Ringworld novel isn't another
example of 'squeezing the last few implications out of an old plot device.'
I haven't enjoyed either of the authors' books or collaborations as much as
I did 'the Mote'. We don't have many good SF writers. It's a real drag when
the ones we do have write losers.

daustin@sugar.neosoft.com 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 15:00:08 GMT
From: U52025@uicvm.uic.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dragonlance: The Second Generation????????????

   Did anyone pick up the Dragonlance Saga: The Second Generation?  I heard
that it would come out this month. I hope Weis and Hickman tie up some of
the loose ends they left in the first series. I hope they bring back
Raisten, I know for sure that they are going to bring back his Daughter.
So, if you got the book let me know.

Harold

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 19:23:13 GMT
From: rh3j+@andrew.cmu.edu (Rebecca Anne Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Faerielands series?

I'm wondering if anyone can give me some information about a 'Faerielands'
series of hardcover books.  I just got a book for Valentine's Day called
Faerielands, illustrated by Brian Froud and written by Charles de Lint.
The story is called The Wild Wood, but it looks as though this is just a
part of a series featuring Froud's illustrations.  I am a big fan of Brian
Froud's artwork and would love to know if there are more such books out
there.

Rebecca

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 18:06:52 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Faerielands series?

The de Lint volume is the first; there will be three others, by Midori
Snyder, Patricia McKillip, and Terri Windling.  All of them will be Bantam
hardcovers.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 18:52:17 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: out recently

A quick I-found-these-last-weekend:

Animal Brigade 3000, ed. Greenberg & Waugh, Ace SF (pb)
 Collection of animal-warrior stories
Sweet Myth-tery of Life, Robert Asprin, Donning/Starblaze (tbp)
 The next book; Skeeve *finally* buys some Clues...

And I just picked these up, but they've probably been out for some time:

Planet of Adventure, Jack Vance, Orb (tbp)
 Thick four-in-one book (City of the Chasch/Servants of the Wankh/The
  Dirdir/ The Pnume), none of which, incredibly, I already had...
Narabedla Ltd., Frederik Pohl, Del Rey SF (pb)
 Intergalactic intrigue; spell it backwards...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 94 09:15:52 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: out this weekend in the USA

As always, this isn't *everything* that's new, but here you go:

Out of This World, Lawrence Watt-Evans, Del Rey/Ballantine (hb)
 First in the Three Worlds trilogy; Earth + magic realm + space opera
 realm... 
Poisoned Memories, Christopher Kubasik, Roc Fantasy (pb)
 The third Earthdawn (FASA?) rpg novel.
Outworld Cats, Jack Lovejoy, DAW SF (pb)
 Two telepathic feline aliens get stranded and brought to Earth...
Beggars in Spain, Nancy Kress, AvoNova SF (pb)
 The trials and tribulations of the genetically-engineered Sleepless.
Xanadu, ed. Jane Yolen, Tor Fantasy (pb)
 Fantasy short-stories-and-poems collection (first annual?).
Redline the Stars, Andre Norton & P.M. Griffith, Tor SF (pb)
 A new Solar Queen adventure (the fourth?).
Dragon Lord, David Drake, Tor Fantasy (pb)
 A new take on Arthur.
Deadly Quicksilver Lies, Glen Cook, Roc Fantasy (pb)
 The new Garrett P.I. novel.
Agyar, Steven Brust, Tor Fantasy (pb)
 Out in paperback; I wasn't gonna shell out for Brust for the hardback
 unless it's a Vlad Taltos-world novel. No offense, Tor...
The Wealdwife's Tale, Paul Hazel, AvoNova Fantasy (pb)
 "Strange and compelling"; a magical flying machine and a dark curse.
Grails: Quests of the Dawn, ed. Gilliam Greenberg & Kramer, Roc Fantasy
 (tpb) A (truncated from hardback?) collection of Grail stories.

Seen but not bought:
Sky Bowl, Melanie Rawn
Iced in Arun (sp?), Brian Lumley

And on the Moran books I'm trying to get: the four major distributors the
bookstore uses said Out of Stock Indefinitely (two) and Not Found (two);
the bookstore guy's going to order them directly from Bantam. Wish me luck!

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 20:13:26 GMT
From: bigtree@acpub.duke.edu (Daniel Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Request for Recommendations

<CDOMS@VAX1.UMKC.EDU> wrote:
>I have a friend that asked me to recommend some SF books that forecast or
>predict the political science in the near future.

Okay, here goes:
   An absolutely riveting anthology that I loved was called "Newer York" a
collection of short stories about the future of New York.  Not exactly
political, but good.  I've forgotten the editor.
   "The Running Man," and "The Long Walk" by Stephen King.  While neither
are hardcore SF, they have interesting things to say.  The latter is quite
subtle.
   Another anthology, "The Ruins of Earth," about the future, basically.
I've forgotten the author.
   "Warday"  and "Nature's End"  by Whitley Strieber and James Kunetka.
   Hope those help.

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 23:29:00 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Request for Recommendations

Well, the summary of the question is pretty broad, but Orwell's book has
some characteristics that would tend to limit the selection.  One assumes,
initially, that your friend already knows about Huxley's _Brave New World_.
Digging up a copy of Vonnegut's short story "Harrison Bergeron" might be in
order as well.

Ernest Callenbach's _Ecotopia_ gets mentioned some in this sort of context,
but he's even sillier than is typical for utopia builders.

But for a depiction of the politics of the near future that has a higher
plot/polemic value, Brin's _Earth_ is not an entirely unreasonable place to
start.  The opening of Jack McKinney's first book in the Black Hole Travel
Agency series would work, too (the rest of the book is substantially
cheesier, but maybe more fun).

Daniel Keys Moran's books are set a bit further into the future, but
explore some interesting possible extrapolations of current trends
(_Emerald Eyes_, _The Long Run_, _The Last Dancer_).

Michael P. Kube-McDowell also fiddles a bit with extrapolations of current
political trends; _The Quiet Pools_ springs to mind.

If you like your political predictions to be libertarian, you could try J.
Neil Schulman's _Alongside Night_ (calls it agorism and it's almost
anarchocapitalism), and L.  Neil Smith's _The Probability Broach_, over any
of Smith's other books set in the same system of alternate universes (but
not because the writing's better - if anything, Schulman's worse).  I'd
suggest you avoid Melinda Snodgrass' libertarians-in-space-replay-the-
American-Revolution, although the EIS the Mormons-on-Mars (No Environment;
No Impact - and no, to quote Dave Barry, I'm *not* making this up) produced
was cute.  (Oddly enough, her prose style was the least obnoxious.  Just
goes to show that isn't necessarily enough.)  If you prefer
anarchocapitalism, there's Neal Stephenson's recent, acclaimed, and wildly
popular _Snow Crash_.  For enviro-politics, you could try his _Zodiac: an
Eco-Thriller_.  Good luck finding a copy; it's oop (University Books in
Seattle had copies until fairly recently and may still have a few stashed
away).  If you stumble across his first novel (_The Big U_, I think;
academic politics) drop me a line; I'm still looking for a copy.

Grim?  Everything run by Big Business, where governments are puppets and
ordinary joes are Victims?  Try some cyberpunk: Bruce Sterling's _Islands
in the Net_ or William Gibson's _Neuromancer_.

Think the U.S. will balkanize and democracy die a slow and inane death in
the few pieces which retain a claim to democracy?  _Friday_ by Robert
Heinlein.

Pessimistic, feminist and environmentally conscious?  Joan Slonczewski.

I could go on for _days_.  Maybe I'll just say, "Go read Connie Willis'
'Even the Queen', anthologized in _Impossible Things_.  Go read it now.
Laugh heartily." and leave it at that.  The political ramifications of the
development of ammenerol were a kick.

Ask me about conspiracy novels sometime and I'll tell you all about Jim
Dodge's stuff.  ;)

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 03:37:11 GMT
From: n9146070@henson.cc.wwu.edu (Jacob C Kesinger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Request for Recommendations

bigtree@acpub.duke.edu (Daniel Johnson) writes:
>An absolutely riveting anthology that I loved was called "Newer York" a
>collection of short stories about the future of New York.  Not exactly
>political, but good.  I've forgotten the editor.

Lawerence Watt-Evans, I'm pretty sure.  Not too much politics, though if I
remember right.

Jake Kesinger
n9146070@henson.cc.wwu.edu  

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 00:51:13 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Request for Recommendations

Conservative political futures includes Ben Bova's _Millenium_ and Niven
and Pournelle's _Oath of Fealty_.  A socialist political future is Mack
Reynold's _Looking Backward from the Year 2000_.  Niven and Pournelle's
_Fallen Angels_, though virtually unreadable, is also their vision of a
leftist-run anti-utopia.
 Bruce Sterling's _Islands in the Net_ is his vision of a future in which
nation states no longer dominate.  Thomas Disch's _On Wings of Song_
postulates an America run by fundamentalists, essentially, while John
Shirley's _Eclipse_ trilogy predicts the rise of fascism in the west once
more.

Gene Wolfe's "Seven Arabian Nights" depicts a decaying America.  Margaret
Atwood's _The Handmaid's Tale_ predicts a fundamentalist, sexist dystopia.

I could think of more, but these ought to be enough of a start for anybody.
:)

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 00:55:41 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Request for Recommendations

Another work which just came to mind is Bernard Wolfe's _Limbo_, a
fascinating depiction of a world that uses amputation to discourage
warmaking.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 00:12:58 GMT
From: rwang@husc8.harvard.edu (Richard Wang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Request for Recommendations

Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley <rcrowley@zso.dec.com> wrote:
>One assumes, initially, that your friend already knows about Huxley's
>_Brave New World_.  Digging up a copy of Vonnegut's short story "Harrison
>Bergeron" might be in order as well.

Did that story ever receive an award of some sort?  It deserves one.  Lots
of other Vonnegut stuff (although I don't know if it can really be
characterized as science fiction...) have similarly frightening (though
farcical) visions of the future.  Hmmm.  _Cat's Cradle_ and _Slapstick_ are
probably the best of those.

Richard Wang
rwang@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Feb 94 23:35:53 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Request for Recommendations

bigtree@acpub.duke.edu (Daniel Johnson) writes:
>"Warday"  and "Nature's End"  by Whitley Strieber and James Kunetka.

_Warday_ is an excellent book; it is filled with just enough details to
make this future believable, but not too much so that the reader is bored.

Unfortunately, I didn't care for _Nature's End_ as much.  The premise was
interesting, but it devolved into mysticism at the end.  I would have
preferred to explore the implications of that particular future without the
mysticism.

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Feb 94 18:54:35 GMT
From: klutz@bga.com (Rick Klaw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Request for Recommendations

NUEROMANCER and VIRTUAL LIGHT by Gibson; V FOR VENDETTA by Alan Moore and
David Lloyd; just about anything by Phil Dick (especially DO ANDROIDS SLEEP
WITH ELECTRIC SLEEP and SCANNER DARKLY); BUG JACK BARRON by Spinrad; and of
course BRAVE NEW WORLD by Huxley.

Hope this helps..

Rick

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		  Books - Post Apocalypse Books (14 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Jan 94 21:51:58 GMT
From: wrath@cs.umbc.edu (Vijay Gill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Post apocalypse books

I am looking for some post-apocalypse books, with a dark feel, like the mad
max Road Warrior movies.  Any pointers would be appreciated.

Vijay Gill
wrath@cs.umbc.edu
vijay@gl.umbc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 01:19:49 GMT
From: amasin@panix.com (Andrew C. Masin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

You could check out a number of Philip K. Dick's books.  I'm especially
fond of "The Penultimate Truth", "Time out of Joint", and "Do Androids
Dream of Electric Sleep".  The last of these was a very successful movie,
name of Blade Runner, however, Hollywood downplayed the post Apocalyptic
aspect of the latter.

And of course there's Wayne R Miller's classic; "A Canticle for Leibowitz".

Hope I've been of help.

Andrew

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 02:06:32 GMT
From: wrath@cs.umbc.edu (Vijay Gill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

[ Andrew's article mentioning Philip K. Dick and Miller deleted ]

Yes, I've read all of them actually, and was looking for something more in
that vein, like the "Cloud Warriors" by ?????.  Actually, I've read quite a
few cheesy post-apocalypse novels, including the Deathland series, which
were not even close to entertaining ;(.

So folks, any good Post apocalypse novels/movies like Mad Max II - The Road
Warrior, out there?

Vijay Gill
wrath@cs.umbc.edu
vijay@gl.umbc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jan 94 03:02:26 GMT
From: neufeld@helios.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

   OK, here's the standard file. I hope I haven't become the FAQ keeper on
this one, post-apocolyptic novels aren't really my favorites.

Originally collected by: TRAVIS COTTREAU <COTTREAUTI@watt.ccs.tuns.ca>
With subsequent contributions by:
   Lori Cole <lc1r+@andrew.cmu.edu>
   ingram@milton.u.washington.edu (Doug Ingram)
   FARMERMJ@VAX1.COMPUTER-CENTRE.BIRMINGHAM.AC.UK


???			     _Bordertown_
???			     _Borderland_
??? (ed.)		     _Countdown to Midnight_ (short story collection)
???                          _The Cybernetic Samurai_
???			     _Ende_
???			     _The End of the Dream_
???			     _Fail Safe_
???			     _The Hospital Ship_
???			     _The Quiet Earth_
???			     _Red Alert_
???			     _When Worlds Collide_
???			     _The Wigs of Oz_
???			     _Z for Zachariah_
Abbey, Lloyd		     _The Last Whales_
Aldiss, Brian		     _Barefoot in the Head_
Aldiss, Brian		     _Graybeard_
Amis, Martin		     _Einstein's Monsters_  (short story collection)
Anderson, Poul               _Twilight_World_
Anderson, Poul		     _No Truce with Kings_
Anthony, Piers               _Battle Circle_
Armstrong, Michael	     _Agvig_
Atwood, Margret              _The Handmaid's Tale_
Bass, T. J.		     _Half Past Human_
Bass, T. J.		     _The Godwhale_
Bear, Greg		     _Eon_
Bear, Greg		     _Eternity_
Beckett, Samuel		     _Endgame_
Benford, Gregory	     _Shiva Descending_
Benet, Steven Vincent	     _By the Waters of Babylon_
Blum, Robert S.		     _The Girl from the Emeraline Island_
Boorman, John		     _Zardoz_
Boulle, Pierre               _Monkey Planet_
Boyett, Steven R.            _Ariel_
Brackett, Leigh		     _The Long Tomorrow_
Brin, David                  _The Postman_
Brinkley, William	     _The Last Ship_
Brunner, John                _The Sheep Look Up_
Brunner, John		     _Stand on Zanzibar_
Bull, Emma		     _Bone Dance_
Burns, Alan		     _Europe After the Rain_
Butler, Octavia		     _Clay's Ark_
Camus, Albert		     _The Plague_
Card, Orson Scott            _The Folk of the Fringe_ (short stories)
Chalker, Jack		     _A War of Shadows_
Charnas, Suzy		     _Walk to the End of the World_
Christopher, John	     _No Blade of Grass_
Coppell, Alfred		     _Dark December_
Crichton, Michael	     _The Andromeda Strain_
Crowley, John 		     _Engine_summer_
Defoe, Daniel		     _Journal of the Plague Year_
Delany, Samuel		     _The Einstein Intersection_
Dick, P. K.                  _Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?_ (??)
Dick, P. K.		     _Dr Bloodmoney_
Dick, P. K. and Zelazny, Roger	  _Dues Irae_
Dick, P. K.                  _The_world_Jones_Made_
Dick, P. K.                  _The_Penultimate_truth_
Dickson, Gordon R.	     _Wolf and Iron_
Drake, David                 _Surface Action_
Ellison, Harlan		     _A Boy and His Dog_
Farrar, Stewart              _Omega_
Ferguson, Brad		     _The World Next Door_
Foray, Verge                 _Infinity Sense_
France, Anatole		     _Penguin Island_
Frank, Pat		     _Mr. Adam_
Frank, Pat		     _Alas, Babylon_
Gerrold, David               _A Matter for Men_
Gibson, William		     _Neuromancer_
Gilman, Charlotte Perkins    _Herland_
Graham, David		     _Down to a Sunless Sea_
Graziunas, Daina             _Among Madmen_
Heinlein, Robert	     _Farnham's Freehold_
Heinlein, Robert	     _Job: A Comedy of Justice_
Heinlein, Robert	     _Solution: Unsatisfactory_
Herbert, Frank		     _The White Plague_
Hoban, Russell		     _Riddley Walker_
Huxley, Aldous		     _The Ape and the Essence_
Ing, Dean		     _The Chernobyl Syndrome_
Ing, Dean		     _Pulling Through_
Ing, Dean                    _Single Combat_
Ing, Dean                    _Systemic Shock_
Ing, Dean                    _Wild Country_
Kavan, Anna		     _Ice_
King, Stephen                The Dark Tower series
King, Stephen                _The Stand_
Lanier, Sterling	     _Hiero's Journey_
Lessing, Doris		     _Memoirs of a Survivor_
Lieber, Fritz                _A_Specter_is_Haunting_Texas_
London, Jack		     _The Red Death_
Lustbader, Eric Van          Sunset Warrior trilogy
Mace, David		     _Demon-4_
Mace, David		     _Fire Lance_
Martin, George (ed.)	     The Wild Cards series (n books)
Matheson, Tim 		     _I am Legion_
McCammon, Robert	     _Swan Song_
McCollum, Michael            _The Clouds of Saturn_
McIntyre, Vonda              _Dreamsnake_
Merle, Robert		     _Malevil_
Miller, Walter               _A Canticle for Leibowitz_
Moore, Ward		     _Greener Than You Think_
Morrow, James		     _This is the Way the World Ends_
Newton, Philip Francis       _Armageddon 2419 A.D._
Niven, Larry and Pournelle, Jerry   _Lucifer's Hammer_
Niven, Larry and Pournelle, Jerry   _Footfall_
Norton, Andre		     _No Night without Stars_
Norton, Andre		     _Star Man's Son_
Nourse, Alan		     _The Fourth Horseman_
Palmer, David                _Emergence_
Pangborn, Edgar		     _Davy_
Pangborn, Edgar		     _The Company of Glory_
Pangborn, Edgar		     _The Judgment of Eve_
Pohl, Frederick		     _A Plague of Pythons_
Powers, Tim		     _Dinner at Deviant's Palace_
Pratchett, Terry and Gaiman, Neil  _Good Omens_ (a comedy)
Prochnau, William	     _Trinity's Child_
Rand, Ayn                    _Anthem_
Randall, Marta		     _Those Who Favor Fire_
Robinson, Kim		     _The Wild Shore_
Rodgers, Alan		     _Fire_
Roshwald, Mordecai	     _Level 7_
Saberhagan, Fred             _Empire of the East_ and sequels
Scarborough, Elizabeth	     _Nothing Sacred_
See, Carolyn		     _Golden Days_
Seivert, John                _C.A.D.S._
Sheffield, Charles           _Trader's World_
Shelley, Mary		     _The Last Man in London_
Shiel, M. P.		     _The White Cloud_
Shirley, John		     _Eclipse_ (Trilogy)
Shute, Nevel(sp?)            _On the Beach_
Silverberg, Robert	     _Tom O'Bedlam_
St. Clair, Margaret	     _Sign of the Labrys_
Starlin, Jim                 _Among Madmen_
Stewart, George		     _Earth Abides_
Streiber, Whitley and Kunetka, James	_War Day_
Streiber, Whitley and Kunetka, James	_Nature's End_
Sturgeon, Theodore           _Thunder_and_Roses_
Sullivan, Susan		     _The Calling of Bara_
Tepper, Shari S.	     _The Gate to Women's Country_
Tevis, Walter		     _Mockingbird_
Theroux, Paul		     _O-Zone_
Tilley, Patrick	    	     _The Amtrak War_ (6 novels)
Tucker, Wilson		     _The Long Loud Silence_
Vinge, Vernor		     _Realtime_
Vonnegut, Kurt		     _Player Piano_
Vonnegut, Kurt		     _Galapagos_
Vonnegut, Kurt		     _Cat's Cradle_
Walker, David		     _The Lords of the Pink Ocean_
Wells, H.G.                  _In the Days of the Comet_
Wells, H. G.		     _The War in the Air_
Wells, H. G.		     _The World Set Free_
Wilhelm, Kate		     _Where Late the Sweet Birds Sang_
Williams, Paul O.	     _The Pelbar Cycle_ (7 novels)
Williams, Walter Jon	     _Hardwired_
Wolfe, Bernard 		     _Limbo_90_
Wren, P. K.		     _A Gift Upon the Shore_
Wylie, Philip		     _Tomorrow_
Wylie, Philip		     _Triumph_
Wyndham, John	             _Day of the Triffids_
Wyndham, John	             _The Crysalids_
Zahn, Timothy                _The Backlash Mission_
Zahn, Timothy                _The Blackcollar_
Zelazny, Roger               _Damnation Alley_

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@physics.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jan 94 11:08:25 GMT
From: baum1@syma.sussex.ac.uk (Paul Silver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

Christopher Neufeld (neufeld@helios.physics.utoronto.ca) wrote:
>OK, here's the standard file. I hope I haven't become the FAQ keeper on
>this one, post-apocolyptic novels aren't really my favorites.
[...]
>Zahn, Timothy                _The Backlash Mission_
>Zahn, Timothy                _The Blackcollar_

OK, I realise you don't want to be the keeper of this list or anything, but
these seem to be odd choices for post-apocolyptic books, after all the
Blackcollar books are set on one of several words which humanity has
colonised, and is just after a war rather than an apocalypse.

Paul
baum1@syma.sussex.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 03:58:14 GMT
From: jkarpf@echonyc.com (Josh Karpf)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

Two literary post-apocalypse books I've enjoyed recently are William
Brinkley's THE LAST SHIP, in which a destroyer's sailors search for life
and a purpose after total global nuclear war, sort of a cross between ON
THE BEACH and "No Exit"; and Malcolm Bosse's MISTER TOUCH, a Homeric quest
novel starring street-wise NYC survivors of a plague (not unlike King's THE
STAND, but much hipper and better edited).

Both are published in trade format by my employer, Ballantine/Del
Rey/Fawcett/Ivy (the former book is Ballantine; the latter, Fawcett
Columbine), but I recommend them impartially as books to which I've often
returned.  The original hardover publishers were Viking and Ticknor &
Fields, respectively.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 05:50:22 GMT
From: neufeld@helios.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

Paul Silver <baum1@syma.sussex.ac.uk> wrote:
>Christopher Neufeld (neufeld@helios.physics.utoronto.ca) wrote:
>>OK, here's the standard file. I hope I haven't become the FAQ keeper on
>>this one, post-apocolyptic novels aren't really my favorites.
>[...]
>> Zahn, Timothy                _The Backlash Mission_
>> Zahn, Timothy                _The Blackcollar_
>
>OK, I realise you don't want to be the keeper of this list or anything,
>but these seem to be odd choices for post-apocolyptic books, after all the
>Blackcollar books are set on one of several words which humanity has
>colonised, and is just after a war rather than an apocalypse.

   Well, these entries seem to reflect individual contributors' ideas of
what "post-apocalyptic" means. There seems to be some latitude in this,
since the online dictionary defines "apocalypse" only as "a prophetic
disclosure". Many of the titles would be better described as "after the
fall" type books. The Blackcollar books (among my favorite SF books)
certainly count as showing worlds which have gone from a human interstellar
community to subjugated planets.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@physics.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 18:26:55 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun055.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

My favourite Post-Apocalypse book is:
_Some Will Not Die_ by Algis Budrys. Again it has little to do with the Mad
Max style post apocalypse, SWND seems more like Vinge's Peace Time/Real
Time/Ungoverned to me.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Feb 94 22:04:26 GMT
From: ayjay@netcom.com (AJ Casamento)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

  You might try:

   _Alas_Babylon_       by Pat Frank
   _Castle_Keeps_       by Andrew J. Offutt
   _Davy_               by Edgar Pangborn
   _The_Pelbar_Cycle_   by Paul O. Williams (5 books, I think)

or, for the less dark side:

   _Westria_            by Diana Paxson (7 books)
   _Warrior_            by Donald E. McQuinn (second book coming)
   _Horseclans_         by Robert Adams (~19 books, heavy focus on
                           armour and battle)

  I think you'll like the first four recommendations (given your
descriptions) but the _Westria_ series may not be dark/dismal enough for
you.

AJ Casamento
I/O WORKS, Inc.
223 Purissima Road
Woodside, CA 94062
ayjay@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Feb 94 23:56:49 GMT
From: cmeadows@nyx10.cs.du.edu (Chris Meadows)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

To the person looking for post-holocaust books...a series I've read, and
kind of hate myself for enjoying, as it doesn't have very many redeeming
characteristics :), is the DEATHLANDS series, from Gold Eagle books, the
same people who have brought us such fine series as "Mack Bolan" and "Able
Team".  :) Look for it in your local used-paperback-book store.

Chris Meadows
CHM173S@NIC.SMSU.EDU
CMEADOWS@NYX.CS.DU.EDU
CMEADOWS@NOX.CS.DU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 00:54:12 GMT
From: phatch@slc.mentorg.com (Phill Hatch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

Speaking of Post Apocalypse, there is a pseudo post apocalypse book called
_Set of Wheels_ by, I believe, Robert Thurston.  I read it about ten years
ago and was very entertained at that time.

I haven't seen anything else from this author nor have many other people
ever seen or heard of this book.  Any others out there who have read this?

As for true Post Apocalypse I liked Dean Ing's:

Systemic Shock
Single Combat
Wild Country

As the series progresses, the setting passes through the post apocalypse
setting gets fairly recovery oriented.

Interestingly, these will be found in mainstream literature, not science
fiction.  Well, maybe Techno-Thriller.

Phil
phatch@slc.mentorg.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 21:09:10 GMT
From: wrath@cs.umbc.edu (Vijay Gill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

Chris Meadows <cmeadows@nyx10.cs.du.edu> wrote:
>To the person looking for post-holocaust books...a series I've read, and
>kind of hate myself for enjoying, as it doesn't have very many redeeming
>characteristics :), is the DEATHLANDS series, from Gold Eagle books, the
>same people who have brought us such fine series as "Mack Bolan" and "Able
>Team".  :) Look for it in your local used-paperback-book store.

Argh, not the Deathlands series.  I read two of them and got bored.  The
storyline was weak, and I don't know how to say this, but it just could not
engage my attention the way Harlan Ellison's "A Boy and His Dog" did.
Maybe because he is in a different league from the Deathlands author ;)

Vijay Gill
wrath@cs.umbc.edu
vijay@gl.umbc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 10:35:19 GMT
From: dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de (Ludwig Dickmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

Some post apocalypse books I enjoyed and that come to my mind right now:

Chelsea Quinn Yarbro, _False Dawn_. (Perhaps my favourite PAB.)

Harold Mead, _Mary's Land_. 

George R. Stewart, _Earth Abides_.

Mordecai Roshwald (spelling?), _Level 7_.

Ludwig Dickmann
Universit"at des Saarlandes
dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 17:16:33 GMT
From: dmph@radon.sys.uea.ac.uk (D.M.P. Hagyard ESE PG)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

This may be a little off the subject of Post Apocalypse books, but one
example could be "Greybeard" by Brian Aldiss.  The apocalypse in this case
is the sudden mass sterility of all the higher life forms on Earth,
including man.  Here the apocalypse happens over a period of years as the
average age on the planet rises by a year per year.  Whilst it's in the low
20's- 30's but once the average age rises to the 60's it is getting pretty
nasty.  This is a very good piece of science fiction, but it makes for a
very depressing read.

Dominic Hagyard
University Of East Anglia
Norwich, NR4 7TJ England
dmph@sys.uea.ac.uk         

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Blaylock (4 msgs) & Brust & Clarke &
                       Constantine (3 msgs) & Dick (2 msgs) &
                       Elrod & Friedman (3 msgs) & Holt (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 04:14:37 GMT
From: lipton@dorsai.dorsai.org (Robert Bryan Lipton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blaylock; best? worst?

Blaylock is purely a matter of taste.  I adore his work, because his
characters remain themselves in the midst of cosmic forces.  Your crazy
uncle Albert, who has been building ships in bottles for years gradually
becomes enmeshed in cosmic forces because of the magical powers of ships in
bottles.  He is not ennobled or degraded by this association.  He remains
your crazy uncle Albert.  This strikes me as a triumph of the spirit.

I think that Blaylock is going to turn out to be like Philip K. Dick: you
love him or hate him and if you love him you'll agree that his five best
books are among the best you've ever read, but no two people will agree
which are the five best.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 04:58:14 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blaylock; best? worst?

I would try Blaylock's _The Digging Leviathan_ and _The Last Coin_ before
you give up on him.  These are two of my favorite Blaylock pieces.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 05:21:49 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blaylock; best? worst?

Karl, Blaylock's _The Elfin Ship_ and its two sequels are not typical of
Blaylock.  They represent very early stuff.  If you didn't like _The Paper
Grail_, on the other hand, perhaps you won't care for Blaylock.  I suggest
either _The Last Coin_ or _The Digging Leviathan_.

Not everybody cares for Blaylock, and some people find him an acquired
taste.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 23:23:44 GMT
From: kmac@cisco.com (Karl Elvis MacRae)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blaylock; best? worst?

lipton@dorsai.dorsai.org (Robert Bryan Lipton) writes:
>Blaylock is purely a matter of taste.  I adore his work, because his
>characters remain themselves in the midst of cosmic forces.  Your crazy
>uncle Albert, who has been building ships in bottles for years gradually
>becomes enmeshed in cosmic forces because of the magical powers of ships
>in bottles.  He is not ennobled or degraded by this association.  He
>remains your crazy uncle Albert.  This strikes me as a triumph of the
>spirit.

This makes sense to me; it's somewhat true in _Paper Grail_. I just felt
that, while the book was enjoyable, it was *less* than it could have been.
 
mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage) writes:
>Karl, Blaylock's _The Elfin Ship_ and its two sequels are not typical of
>Blaylock.  They represent very early stuff.  If you didn't like _The Paper
>Grail_, on the other hand, perhaps you won't care for Blaylock.

I didn't say I didn't *like* it; just that I wasn't impressed with the
final product; seemed like a good book that sort or petered out along the
way a bit. The question is more, 'Is this typical of Blaylock' than 'Is
this as good as it gets'.

>I suggest either _The Last Coin_ or _The Digging Leviathan_.

If I can ever find them. Like with many others of my favorite authors
(Powers, and mystery writer James Hall, to name a couple), you can almost
*never* find all the writer's titles on the shelf at the same time.

Karl Elvis MacRae
Cisco Systems
batman@cisco.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 15:33:30 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

arin komins <akomins@midway.uchicago.edu> wrote:
>The reason that I disliked Athyra is that I hate not knowing what happened
>to Vlad since Phoenix.  He's missing a finger in this and I just know that
>I'm missing a whole chapter in Vlad's life which really annoys me.

Well, he explains the missing finger bit...

Seriously, though, we're missing several large chapters of Vlad's life.
There are a lot of references to things which do not appear in any of the
books - stuff just tossed in in an off-hand manner (for example, if memory
serves there's a reference to Morrolan and Aliera fighting some manner of
battle at Barrit's Tomb - a battle which we haven't seen, unless of course
I'm completely forgetting a Vlad book...). It makes the character of Vlad
more realistic (seeming, anyway). With any real person there are a large
number of things in their past to which they will make reference,
consciously or not, that no-one else will understand.

Having Vlad toss in references to off-stage events gives him greater
"depth" as it were. Similar literary device to the fragments of poetry and
whatnot put into your typical Fantasy novel - makes it seem like there's
more to the world than we've seen.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 04:50:25 GMT
From: jlee@oobleck.acs.calpoly.edu (Jason Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Rama Revealed_ by Arthur C. Clarke  (SPOILER)

This isn't really a spoiler, but if you read this, you may find out things
you didn't want to.  Bail now if you want.

I just finished reading _Rama Revealed_ by Arthur C. Clarke.  I found
myself kind of surprised that there just weren't any Ramans, that Rama and
everything that went with it was just a creation of a higher entity that is
just trying to optimize the universe into the maximum possible harmony.

It was a tremendously emotional book.  I found myself extremely strongly
attached emotionally to both Nicole des Jardins and Richard Wakefield.  I
felt a very certain sadness at the death of Richard, and then of course at
Nicole's death, which was at the very end.  I also found that I was hoping
for a reunion with Simone, and it actually happened, which made me quite
happy.

My critical observation, which is not necessarily a bad thing, is that the
four novels seemed as though they were not written with an eye towards the
entire series.  Towards the end, it seemed as though Clarke started taking
new, and quite scintillating, angles to the entire saga.  By the fourth
book, things are so far removed from the ideas in the first one, that it
seemed universes away.  About the only thing important from the first book
that appeared in the fourth book with significance were the octospiders.

All in all, I thoroughly enjoyed the series.  Clarke continues to be my
favorite writer ever.

Jason Lee
jplee@galaxy.csc.calpoly.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 13:13:05 GMT
From: dube@ctron.com (Craig J. Dube)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Storm Constantine

Has anyone read anything by this writer?  I've recently went to the book
store and saw something entitled "Wraethfu" or something like that.  It
looked to be a collection of a trilogy of stories about a new generation of
humans that have psionic abilities and enhanced physical traits.  I just
briefly browsed over it, it looked interesting but I didn't have a lot of
time to investigate it too much.

I think the first book in the trilogy was called "Enchantments of the
Flesh.."  I can't seem to find the books separately, so I'd like to know a
little bit more about it before I spend $17 on the trilogy-in-one book.

E-mail would be fine.

Craig J. Dube

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 04:23:25 GMT
From: devereux@julian.uwo.ca (Benet Devereux)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Storm Constantine

Yes! The Wraeththu books (which are mostly available here in N.A. as one
volume, saving the trouble of doping out which of the wordy titles comes
after another... I can't even remember, and I'm normally very anal about
that sort of thing.) are excellent. Also worth a look are a Cabbalistic
vampire novel called _Burying the Shadow_, a cyberpunk / neo-pagan novel
called _Hermetech_, and indeed anything else, but that's all I've read. Her
treatment of occultism and alternative sexuality is, IMHO, fresher and less
narcissistic than many writers of vampire-type novels.
 Storm Constantine is one of those neat writers who looks like one of her
own characters. Tall, skinny, very Goth, surrounded by gorgeous young men
and women. She and her crowd stand out particularly at British cons, where
skimpy costumes and B&D chic are far rarer than at cons on this side of the
Atlantic, which makes them at the same time less exciting and more
relaxing. Also, no question about this, friendlier. "British reserve, my
ass."

Benet
devereux@julian.uwo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 10:39:35 GMT
From: vanyel@crl.com (Paul W. Cashman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Storm Constantine

devereux@julian.uwo.ca (Benet Devereux) writes:
>Yes! The Wraeththu books (which are mostly available here in N.A. as one
>volume, saving the trouble of doping out which of the wordy titles comes
>after another... I can't even remember, and I'm normally very anal about
>that sort of thing.) are excellent.

Agree!  In fact, my overpriced Georgia license plate will say PELLAZ when I
get it...  hehe

The three books are
THE ENCHANTMENTS OF FLESH AND SPIRIT
THE BEWITCHMENTS OF LOVE AND HATE
THE FULFILMENTS OF FATE AND DESIRE

>Also worth a look are a Cabbalistic vampire novel called _Burying the
>Shadow_, a cyberpunk / neo-pagan novel called _Hermetech_, and indeed
>anything else, but that's all I've read. Her treatment of occultism and
>alternative sexuality is, IMHO, fresher and less narcissistic than many
>writers of vampire-type novels.

If you or anyone is interested, I have info from her fan club ('information
service') here.  Of course, it's based in the UK.

>Storm Constantine is one of those neat writers who looks like one of her
>own characters. Tall, skinny, very Goth, surrounded by gorgeous young men
>and women.

She has (or had) a connection to goth band Christian Death - not sure what
the connection is/was, though.  She ascribes part of her conception of
Wraeththu and harish beauty to Valor of CD.

>She and her crowd stand out particularly at British cons, where skimpy
>costumes and B&D chic are far rarer than at cons on this side of the
>Atlantic, which makes them at the same time less exciting and more
>relaxing. Also, no question about this, friendlier. "British reserve, my
>ass."

That's good to hear.  Storm has recently submitted a short story for an
American theme anthology; I think it was accepted.  Further, deponent saith
not.  :)

Her Wraeththu books seem to enjoy a following in the gay community here,
but a friend in Britain says it's not the case over there.  Weird...

Paul W. Cashman
vanyel@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 02:46:04 GMT
From: jth122@curtiss.cac.psu.edu (John T. Hale)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Philip K. Dick fandom within the internet

Does anyone out there in netland know about any Phil Dick (no the name is
not some sort of priaprian porno star you sickos...) appreciation
societies/lists?  I was on the lookout for something like
alt.fan.philip-k-dick, I mean, Douglas Adams has one for God's sake, but
alas, it was not to be found at my site. I am in the process of absorbing
RADIO FREE ALBEMUTH and Gregg Rickman's rather laudatory bibliography. I
know there's been a more-than-usual amount of interest in his stuff
especially after the vintage editions came out, so it would seem logical
for the net to have some angle on this. Anyway, if there are other PKD
appreciateurs (or wish-to-be's, like myself!) I'd love to hear from you.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 01:53:59 GMT
From: jdoree@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (--------JIM---------)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: PKD

 I just finished reading _Dues Irae_ by Dick/Zelazny and enjoyed it
immensely.  I am curious to hear other's comments on this classic.  I am
about to dive into _The Divine Invasion_.  I know no one who has read it
and I have heard nothing about it.  Is it one of his best??  Comments??

Jim Doree
jdoree@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 18:22:44 GMT
From: cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BLOODLIST by P.N. Elrod   Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

			 BLOODLIST by P. N. Elrod
		      Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

   If you like comic book quality action/adventure with a bit of the
supernatural thrown in you will like _Bloodlist_, Book One of The Vampire
Files.  _Bloodlist_ cannot really be considered part of the horror genre
because, really, it isn't that scary.  That is unless an inept vampire
getting riddled with bullet holes and blundering into trouble constantly
constitutes "horror".
     
   Set in a gangster ridden Chicago, circa late 1930's, Jack Fleming, an
unemployed reporter, is murdered.  Jack comes back as a vampire as a result
of an extended affair with a vampire, Maureen.  He likens vampirism to a
disease that is not contagious and is hard to catch or "we would be up to
our armpits in vampires".  The mysterious Maureen has inexplicably
disappeared, leaving an obvious opening for the next book in the series.
But I digress.  Jack has been murdered by gangsters but his post-
transformation amnesia leaves him with few clues as to why he was murdered;
so he snoops around.  Along the way he runs into a personable private eye,
Charles Escott.  Together they try to unravel the mystery, rather clumsily
if the truth be known.  Both are rather worse for the wear by the end of
the adventure.  And the mystery is really solved by....well, let's not
spoil it.

   _Bloodlist_ certainly is not great literature but it is rather fun.
Characterization is surprisingly well done and while the plot is not
exceptional it does keep the reader's interest.  If you want a relaxing
read where little mental energy has to be expended and the story is both
humorous and fast paced, then check out _Bloodlist_.  On the other hand, if
you are still searching for the next coming of Anne Rice's _The Vampire
Chronicles_ steer well clear.

Title:      Bloodlist
Author:     P.N. Elrod
City:       New York
Date:       1990
Publisher:  Ace  $3.95 (pbk)
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-06795-6 (pbk)
Pages:      200

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 20:31:46 GMT
From: slsy2@cc.usu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Black Sun Rising

A friend of mine wanted me to post and see if anyone knows when the sequel
to _Black Sun Rising_ by Friedman would be coming out, or if it already
has.

I haven't read _Black Sun Rising_ myself;  is it any good?

Jen

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 01:13:05 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Black Sun Rising

It is out, in hardback.  I thought _In Conquest Born_ and _The Madness
Season_ were more interesting books, although perhaps not as technically
able as BSR.

The sequel is entitled _When True Night Falls_, and I have not read it (I
have a copy - I found it used.).  Consensus seems to be that it is an
acceptable series entry, and there has been some plot speculation in this
group in the past, and will likely see more when the paperback is
published.  No one seems to think it's as good as BSR, however.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 06:17:01 GMT
From: eslyons@husc9.harvard.edu (Elizabeth Lyons)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Black Sun Rising

DO read _When True Night Falls_. It is a very good book. Maybe, if you had
not ever read BSR, you would even rank it among your favorite books.  In
some ways, it is very much like BSR, but WTNF has some beautiful scenes and
characters of its own. Perhaps it would have been better had it not read so
closely BSR. Characters acted the same, villains acted the same, the
journey felt the same. Looking forward to #3. Okay, okay, I'm hooked to
C.S.  Friedman's books. Read them all! Yes!  I usually recommend _Madness
Season_ for the first Friedman book. Then maybe BSR. Good books!  Does
anyone know when the _third_ book is coming out?

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 03:16:21 GMT
From: greenbau@news.delphi.com (GREENBAUMG@DELPHI.COM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tom Holt.

  I would not order GOAT SONG or THE WALLED ORCHARD lightly.  They are NOT
SF.  They are historical fiction (ancient Greece, as I recall) and not very
good.

  Holt's best are EXPECTING SOMEONE TALLER (whatever did happen to the Ring
of the Nibelung after Wagner got through...) , FLYING DUTCH (Well, Wagner
got it wrong...) and WHO'S AFRAID OF BEOWOLF? (Ancient vikings come to life
in Scotland).  YE GODS is not as good.  He wrote something else recently,
but I don't have the title handy.  I would recommend EXPECTING SOMEONE
TALLER, especially if you know anything about the Ring cycle, but even if
you don't.

Gary Greenbaum

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 14:41:29 GMT
From: D.Green1@lut.ac.uk (D.Green1)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tom Holt

The title of the latest Tom Holt effort in paperback (in the uk at least)
is 'Here Comes The Sun'.

I was a bit wary of reading it after Ye Gods turned out to be a bit less
than I'd hoped, but it was well worth it. There are some absolutely
gut-busting funny bits in it, and I had to read it all at the same time,
and hang the essay!

Apparently (according to the cover of HCtS) there is another one
forthcoming called Grailblazers about, you guessed it, the Holy Grail and
Arthurian knights (and nights) and similar. If it's as good as HCtS, it'll
be well worth the price - whatever it is!

Doug

------------------------------
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Date: 22 Feb 94 02:47:24 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Jumper_ by Steven Gould

myong@harp.aix.calpoly.edu () wrote:
> Not *the* Steven Gould, is it?

Not if you mean Steven Jay Gould the scientist.  This is Steve Gould from
Texas, now resident in New York, former Hugo nominee (RORY and one other
short story I believe, maybe PEACHES FOR MAD MOLLY).  He's married to Laura
Mixon, author of GLASS HOUSES and one of the best looking (and hardest
working) bigwigs at a major New York investment house.

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 23:12:32 GMT
From: zgilbert@titan.ucs.umass.edu (Zvi Gilbert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review of Steven Gould's JUMPER  [Minor Spoilers]

   Steven Gould's _Jumper_ is a good book for a teen or pre-teen who is all
full of adolescence. The premise is a standard wish fulfilment (what if you
really could teleport!), it's written in first person so there is maximum
identification with the lead, Davy (male, seventeen, white, middle-class,
shy, bookish... sound familiar?), and Gould attempts to make the whole
thing take place in a world that's recognizably close to our own. At the
end, after a series of difficult experiences, Davy gets the girl, gets
revenge, and is setting out on his future.

   I don't mean to be perjorative about calling it a teen book; I genuinely
would have enjoyed the book when I was younger, and I did now...  mostly.
That said, I think the book has some serious problems, and the amount of
positive press that it has garnered (judging from the back cover and inside
reviews from IASFM, New York Times Book Review, Orson Scott Card, F&SF,
etc.) seems way out of proportion to what the book actually is.
Accordingly, here's my perspective on the flaws of _Jumper_.

MINOR SPOILERS AHEAD

   The major structural flaw of the novel involves the remarkably unlikely
event on which the entire second half of the novel turns, which starts
Davy's crusade against terrorism. Not only does accepting it require a
suspension of belief that I feel is beyond what we should be expected to
contemplate, especially in a novel that strives for as realistic a texture
as this one, it is also in the wrong place, structurally, and doesn't have
near the emotional impact that it should.  I won't say more for fear of
spoiling the plot device, but it's too much to swallow.
 
   Second, early on in the novel, Davy robs a bank in order to get money.
With his abilities, it's easy, but everyone accepts his endless supply of
cash, and doesn't question very hard why a teenager should have so much
money and nothing to do. The fact that no-one, not even his relatives or
girlfriend, pursues Davy when he fobs everyone off with lame excuses is
hard to accept.

   Third, the reactions of the US government when faced with someone who
can teleport are ridiculous. They fight and fight to capture him, and then,
quite suddenly, give up. I don't believe in the benevolence of the US
government towards someone who is so obviously a threat to world stability;
note a similar situation in Ken Grimwood's _Replay_ for a much more
believable view of what governments might do when faced with paranormals.

   This novel is quite obviously a nineties novel: every major character is
in therapy or a twelve-step program, and the solution to the major
emotional crisis of the entire book (Davy's relationship to his abusive,
alcoholic father) involves more therapy and more twelve-step programs...
I'm as much a proponent of the positive benefits of therapy as anyone, but
it's so pervasive that it's annoying. Are there other ways of dealing with
difficult emotional situations that don't involve such expensive and
middle-class machinations?

   Finally, I don't think the novel is really science fiction.  The
pseudo-science justifications for Davy's ability to teleport are pretty
lame and don't have the ring of good technobabble that, say, Larry Niven
has. What the novel is, is a better written and more realistic version of
the Chris Claremont X-Men comic book: teenager coming to terms with
paranormal abilities. Though the term is not used in _Jumpers_, Davy is a
superhero, and everything that he does in the novel entirely fits with that
stereotype: his crusade against terrorism (caused by the death of a
relative), his paranormal science-fantasy powers; hell, he even calls his
retreat the Fortress of Solitude.
  
   I wonder why all these reviewers liked this novel as much as they did. I
suspect that it, like Allen Steele's books which also were praised
excessively, harkens back to the 50s sf that many are nostalgic about,
where everything messy or difficult has a neat solution (for Heinlein, it
tended to be hard work on a farm or the military; for Gould it's therapy);
where a young man with exceptional powers - mental and paranormal, triumphs
over a difficult situation.  Looked at from this perspective, _Jumpers_
resembles Heinlein's _Citizen of the Galaxy_, albeit with less invention,
more romance, and a more realistic frame. The teen in me liked it (I also
liked my X-Men back then), but it's a first novel, and the structural and
conceptual problems detract from easy enjoyment of the wish-fulfillment.

Author:     Steven Gould
Title:      Jumper
Date:       Copyright 1992; first mass market edition October 1993
Publisher:  A Tor Book, published by Tom Doherty Associates, Inc., NY
Order Info: ISBN: 0-812-52237-0
Comments:   paperback, $4.99 ($5.99 Canada)
Pages:      345 pp.

zgilbert@titan.ucs.umass.edu
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Date: 22 Feb 94 23:13:23 GMT
From: corcoran@dewey.icd.teradyne.com (Travis Corcoran)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Jumper_ by Steven Gould

jlpicard@wixer.bga.com (Craig Becker) writes:
  >I just read Steven Gould's first novel, _Jumper_, and would like to
>recommend it highly to anyone who's looking for pure fun. If you've never
>heard of this book before, it's about a kid who discovers that he can
>teleport.
>  
>A very impressive first novel. I guess the only thing I found
>disappointing about it was that it was too short.  I'm looking forward to
>reading more of Gould's work in the future.

I agree w/ all of the above.  This is the kind of book I would have loved
when I was 9...or 16...and that I love now that I'm 22.  There's a sense of
magic about the ability to teleport, and the protagonist's reactions seem
pretty realistic for an intelligent not-quite-kid / not-quite-adult.

Nano-Spoiler

I liked his purchasing of books.

I agree that the book was too short.  I'm not really sure how it could have
been longer given the plot, the goals, etc. w/o suffering from
blatant-sequel-syndrome (...after using SECRET abilities to solve problem
X, our hero now uses those same abilities to solve problem Y...), but I was
sorry when I had to come back to the real world.

The only book that has sucked me in in a similar manner recently was _Guns
of the South_...the speech, right down to the offhand biblical references
seemed so *right*.

Well, back to work.  

Travis J.I. Corcoran
TJIC@icd.teradyne.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 03:22:14 GMT
From: lbm@avs.com (Linda B. Merims)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Jumper_ by Steven Gould

I, too, enjoyed it.  The hero was a sweet kid.

SPOILER

The part I loved best was the way he kept popping back to his local public
library whenever he was under stress.  I could identify with that.

Linda B. Merims
Waltham, MA

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 14:30:39 GMT
From: gmcdonald@zdi.ziff.com (glenn mcdonald)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Jumper_ by Steven Gould

jlpicard@wixer.bga.com (Craig Becker) wrote:
> I just read Steven Gould's first novel, _Jumper_, and would like to
> recommend it highly to anyone who's looking for pure fun. If you've never
> heard of this book before, it's about a kid who discovers that he can
> teleport.

I agree, a very nicely done novel.  Gould had a cool short story in Dozois'
anthology a year or two ago, too, but that's all I know about him.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 12:05:41 GMT
From: D.Green1@lut.ac.uk (D.Green1)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Giants of Ganymede

   The trilogy of books is by James P. Hogan, from the sound of it.  I
think the order they go in is:

   Inherit the stars
   --bugger it I can't remember--
   The Gentle Giants of Ganymede.

All about a guy called Vic Hunt from England and characters like Chris
Danchekker (Not to mention the Lunarians and Ganymeans)?

I read all three and thought that though they were a little wooden in terms
of characterisation, they were damn good books.

There's also a fourth book involving Vic Hunt (I'm not sure it's in the
same series (another trilogy of 4?)) called Entoverse. Flourescent Orange,
yellow and purple (you get flourescent *purple*?) cover.

Hope this helps.

Doug

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 04:16:34 GMT
From: greenbau@news.delphi.com (GREENBAUMG@DELPHI.COM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Giants of Ganymede

  I think THE GENTLE GIANTS OF GANYMEDE was second in the trilogy.  I think
the third was GIANTS' STAR.  Frankly, the first book was by far the best,
and by the third, things were getting bad.  The fourth isn't worth reading
in my humble opinion.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 18:12:29 GMT
From: jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu (Technoknight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Giants of Ganymede

greenbau@news.delphi.com (GREENBAUMG@DELPHI.COM) writes:
>  I think THE GENTLE GIANTS OF GANYMEDE was second in the trilogy.  I
>think the third was GIANTS' STAR.  Frankly, the first book was by far the
>best, and by the third, things were getting bad.  The fourth isn't worth
>reading in my humble opinion.

There is a fourth book?  This is news to me!  The series by James P. Hogan
was called "The Minervan Experiment" with:

  I. Inheirit the Stars - Man learns that Minerva, the planet where the
Asteroid Belt now is, had a starfaring civilization and created Mankind as
an experiment.  Man blew up Minerva in a race war and fled to Earth, using
the Moon as an "oops!" spacecraft.

 II. The Gentle Giants of Ganymede - A starship from the ancient time of
Minerva finally reaches the Solar system, only to learn Minerva is no more
and Man dominates the system.  Mankind and the Giants try to learn where
the original Giants went to.

III. Giants' Star - The original Giants, after leaving Minerva to fledging
humans, went about 1000 light-years away and made a galactic empire, using
technology based upon massive black holes.  Unfortunately, they took some
humans with them.  Said "Jayans", being crafty monkeys instead of gentle
Giants, have been preparing for a takeover of the empire for centuries.
They also made sure that Earth humans never went anywhere, by introducing
religion to the humans, and feeding lies to the Giants about Earth's
progress.  The original Giants, learning of the surviving Giants in the old
starship, try to learn the truth about Earth and the Jayans.

Giant's Star had the Jayan leaders accidently traveling back in time to
Minerva and starting the race war that blew Minerva up.  A closed time
loop.  So how can there be a fourth book?

This series actually turned me off to James P. Hogan.  He has great,
science- based "hard" science fiction, but he is so anti-Christian that the
books gradually sickened me with their "religion is for morons" hype.

Jeremy H. Pace
NC State, Raleigh   
jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 00:43:17 GMT
From: lairdb@crash.cts.com (Laird P. Broadfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jeter?

BTW, what ever happened to K.W. Jeter?  Particularly, there was supposed to
be a sequel to "Beyond Horizontal" (I think that's right) and I haven't
seen anything...

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 06:32:20 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jeter?

Whatever happened to K. W. Jeter?  Good question.  The answer, as far as
I'm concerned, is a rapid slide downhill.

After _Farewell Horizontal_, he wrote _Death Arms_, a decent sf novel,
_Wolf Flow_, an awful sf novel, and a horror novel which I haven't read.
It never came out in paperback.

Since then, he's just done tv novelizations.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 20:28:58 GMT
From: nsmith@tms390.micro.ti.com (Neal Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jeter?

lairdb@crash.cts.com (Laird P. Broadfield) writes:
>BTW, what ever happened to K.W. Jeter?  Particularly, there was supposed
>to be a sequel to "Beyond Horizontal" (I think that's right) and I haven't
>seen anything.....

_Farewell, Horizontal_, I think, is the name of the book.  He hasn't
published a sequel to it, but I have no way of knowing what he's working on
currently.  This was an interesting book, and _Dr. Adder_ seemed even
better, but other than those two, I haven't been able to finish a book by
him (it hasn't held my interest).

Neal Smith
nsmith@sassy.micro.ti.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 05:07:28 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jeter?

Excuse me, I made a mistake in my earlier posting on Jeter.  I believe that
_Wolf Flow_ is the horror novel I haven't read, and _Madlands_ the
atrocious sf novel (if it is the one with the Hindenburg, etc.)

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 10:48:43 GMT
From: ssaunder@fox.nstn.ns.ca ("Steve Saunders")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Guy Kay

Someone mentioned that they found Tigana a very moving book and that they
really enjoyed Devin the ordinary man who is the central character in the
book.

I too found this book wonderful - as soon as I had read it I bought 2 more
copies for my father and sister. It seems as if he put a lot of thought
into his characters - they and their problems really come alive. I met him
a couple of years ago at a small con and had several long and interesting
conversations with him. (Small cons are great - where else you can get the
chance to have lunch and dinner with the GoH with just 5 or 6 other people
along, thereby really getting a chance to talk to the author)?

Anyway I found him to be an interesting person, very introspective.

Beverley Richardson
ssaunder@fox.nstn.ns.ca

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 03:01:21 GMT
From: fscem1@aurora.alaska.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A Song For Arbonne question; mild spoilers

   I just finished Guy Gavriel Kay's _A Song For Arbonne_.  I'm restraining
myself from waxing lyrical about how wonderful I thought it was, but I'm
going slowly nuts trying to figure out the epilogue.  Extremely mild
SPOILERS ahead:

   WHO is the father of Lisseut's child?  I can't see it being Blaise or
Bertran, and I can't make sense, or for that matter, even *think*, of who
else it might be.  Someone please tell me or at least tell me who you think
it is.
   And, incidentally, who's Blaise's second wife, do you suppose?  I sort
of assumed Ariane, which makes me wonder what happened to her first husband
but, that's not important right now. *grin*
   Please e-mail; I don't check into the newsnet as often as I should. :)

Catie
fscem1@aurora.alaska.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 04:28:02 GMT
From: jimpt@tekig6.pen.tek.com (James R Peterson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: McCollum

What happened to the third Antares book by Michael McCollum (2nd in 1987)?

Jim Peterson

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 18:58:59 GMT
From: jfc@athena.mit.edu (John F Carr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: McCollum

Someone said in this group a couple years ago that McCollum would have
written more Antares books but sales of the first two were poor and the
publisher didn't want any more.

John Carr
jfc@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 04:28:02 GMT
From: jimpt@tekig6.pen.tek.com (James R Peterson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Morressy

I have read the Kedrigern books by John Morressy and wondered what has
happened to him (no new books since 1990).

Jim Peterson

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 14:19:52 GMT
From: ins929p@aurora.cc.monash.edu.au (Steve Murphy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Galen Sword

Does anyone know anything about the third book in a series called "The
Chronicles of Galen Sword" by Judith and Garfield Reeves-Stevens? I have
read the first two and nobody seems to know anything about the third.
   The second book was published in 1991 by RoC and I have been patiently
waiting for the third (yeah right).

   If anyone knows anything could you please email.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 05:18:46 GMT
From: moudgill@cs.cornell.edu ( Mayan Moudgill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: House of Stairs by William Sleator

It was a truly disturbing book. I can't remember off-hand if I've read a
book with the same kind of emotional impact. I can name some movies
(Clockwork Orange, Brazil, Soylent Green, Schindler's List) with the same
kind of quality, but not a book. Maybe I should re-read some of the
gloomier Russians. But seriously, are there other books with the same
impact that people would like to recommend?

Mayan

------------------------------
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Date: 23 Feb 94 07:44:01 GMT
From: jdawley@moose.uvm.edu (Janice E. Dawley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Doris Lessing, 150 pages of Canopus in Argos

Having Lessing in the back of my mind for quite a while (largely because of
the three reviews of her books included in _Dancing at the Edge of the
World_ by Ursula Le Guin) and intrigued by the thought-provoking posts on
this newsgroup about Shikasta, I took it out of the library and have just
finished reading it.
   Thoughts:
   What are we to think of the Canopeans? Is their viewpoint reflective of
Lessing's own views? If so, how does it all make sense? I found myself
disturbed a number of times by the glaring dissimilarity between the
stories of the individual people and the more polemical summary sections in
bold print. As has been mentioned before, there are echoes between the
party-line slogans of the various "socialist" groups and the approach of
the Canopean collective. Lessing comes very close to a direct critique of
the Canopeans in the final section of the book, during the Trial, in the
indictment of the British, who had "forgotten" their obligations to the
black people of South Rhodesia. It's not an exact parallel, because George
Sherban and John Brent-Oxford, presiding at the Trial, are both human
incarnations of Canopean agents. But why does humanity merit all this
effort at the end of the 20th century, when supposedly things are much
worse than ever on Shikasta, when in early Biblical times the cities had to
fall? ("none could be saved")
   A related issue is eugenics. Throughout the book, especially in the more
distant and (imperfectly) utilitarian sections, people are repeatedly
described as coming from such-and-such "stock" (the phrase "Davidic stock"
seemed more ridiculous and funny every time I read it), which seems to
define, for instance, how far they can develop intellectually and whether
or not they are capable of understanding the Canopean "necessity." How
limited and cold this attitude seems when juxtaposed with the story of
Lynda Coldridge! What effort and how long it took for her and her friend
the doctor to communicate and learn from one another. And wasn't it worth
it? One could argue that if you spent that much time and energy on ANYONE,
that "humanity," "goodness" and "truth" would emerge. But the concept of
eugenics is almost always used to cut short such effort, because after all
"You just can't talk to such people, it's in their genes to be
stupid/barbaric/trivial, they're just animals!"
   Which brings up the topic of animals. Most often in the novel the word
"animal" is used in a derogatory sense to indicate the Fall of humanity,
but in Lessing's actual descriptions of animals (the early idyllic scenes,
the story of the cats in the middle of the book, the jaguar at the end),
the animal kingdom comes off as being much more harmonious and sane than
the human one(s). Is this intentional? And if so, what do the Canopeans
have against non-human Shikastan species?!
   There are so many things to think about in this book. The stories of the
people have the brute impact of reality, and are told with a skilled
novelist's insight. I was especially moved by the journals of Rachel
Sherban and Lynda Coldridge, and the story of Individual Three, who became
so obsessed with his failure to live up to his youthful ideals that he
wished to put himself on trial. George Sherban I found to be quite bland in
comparison. Though Rachel's journal could be taken as "the easy way out"
for Lessing in telling the story of George, to me it told the more
interesting and wrenching story of Rachel herself. I was quite distressed
when she was simply killed off and mentioned only in passing for the rest
of the novel. Especially with the story of Rachel I found myself wondering
if Lessing had an end in mind while writing because Rachel seems to burst
out of the plotline and Lessing doesn't know how to stuff her back in!
   Such are my first thoughts. BTW, did anyone else find it chilling at the
end when people start getting the "vague blank look" with regard to recent
Shikastan history? Sounds like brainwashing, except it's the Canopeans this
time instead of Shammat. I find myself doubting that brainwashing can ever
be a good thing.
   In terms of influences/background, one obvious one that I haven't seen
mentioned is Dante. The imagery of the souls in Zone Six would fit in
perfectly in the early cantos of "Inferno."

Janice

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 18:56:49 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doris Lessing, 150 pages of Canopus in Argos

Wonderful!  I was so hoping someone would go back and (re)read this book.

Janice E. Dawley (jdawley@moose.uvm.edu) wrote:
>What are we to think of the Canopeans? Is their viewpoint reflective of
>Lessing's own views? If so, how does it all make sense? I found myself
>disturbed a number of times by the glaring dissimilarity between the
>stories of the individual people and the more polemical summary sections
>in bold print.

I'm not entirely certain what you mean here, unless you refer to the
archivists' notes to the effect that the stories of individual people were
written by agents in Shikasta, or recently returned from Shikasta, and
hence lack objectivity.  I think the "glaring dissimilarity" - the
incredible emotional power of the stories, contrasted with the detachment
of the summaries, was intentional.

A related question: was the dissimilarity intended to point up the validity
of both approaches?  Or was it there to show us the danger of getting
wrapped up in the pain and anguish of this world, thereby missing out on
all hope of perspective, that is, salvation?  I believe it was there for
the latter purpose, and I offer in support the following:

In Zone 6, many agents lose themselves in the whirlpool of Shikastan
despair gather by the Gate.  They cannot be saved from here; they must save
themselves by reentering Shikasta, and saving themselves - The Hard Way,
but also the only way.  You can never give up.  As the mother of the
Sherbans told Rachel, We Do Not Commit Suicide.  Rachel understood, with
her mind, at that moment, that her mother had wanted to kill herself, but
would not.  But Rachel has been through this many times, and she has failed
before and she failed this time too - she did not understand with her
heart, in her gut.  So she tried to escape her life, and died a senseless
death, senseless in the story, reflecting the senselessness of so many
deaths.

>As has been mentioned before, there are echos between the party-line
>slogans of the various "socialist" groups and the approach of the Canopean
>collective.

Yup.  I think I pointed this out in my first post, but concluded, by the
end of the book, that those party-line slogans were basically the devil
himself appearing as an angel of light, not the angel sharing the
characteristics of a demon.  YMMV.

>Lessing comes very close to a direct critique of the Canopeans in the
>final section of the book, during the Trial, in the indictment of the
>British, who had "forgotten" their obligations to the black people of
>South Rhodesia. It's not an exact parallel, because George Sherban and
>John Brent-Oxford, presiding at the Trial, are both human incarnations of
>Canopean agents. But why does humanity merit all this effort at the end of
>the 20th century, when supposedly things are much worse than ever on
>Shikasta, when in early Biblical times the cities had to fall? ("none
>could be saved")

The question, does Shikasta merit so many of our agents, arose on Canopus,
and enough of the populace disagreed that service for all but those who
have been there from the beginning is voluntary.

Why, now, does Shikasta merit all this effort?  While the amount of effort
varies from time to time, I believe the Canopeans always sent whatever
Shikasta needed.  Humanity, fundamentally a victim of starvation for SOWF,
and manipulation on the part of Shammut, is not responsible _as a species_
for its situation - nothing they do _as a species_ could ever cause Canopus
to "give up", "go home", etc..  (Furthermore, if Canopus permanently
abandoned Shikasta, they'd be knifing themselves - that link goes both
ways).  _Individual_ humans are expected to struggle, despite the horrors
of their condition, and _individuals_ are assisted by agents of Canopus.

I think it's also worth noting at this point that the cities were destroyed
for functional reasons, not as punishment.

>A related issue is eugenics. Throughout the book, especially in the more
>distant and (imperfectly) utilitarian sections, people are repeatedly
>described as coming from such-and-such "stock" ...  which seems to define,
>for instance, how far they can develop intellectually and whether or not
>they are capable of understanding the Canopean "necessity."

Yup.  This is world-building.  Lessing used up a Free Axiom card here.  I
think we're supposed to read the story with the assumption that this is a
fact of the universe in which the story is told.  Just like gravity.  I do
not think the agents of Canopus ever used this as an excuse not to try; I
do think they used it as an explanation of failure.

One of the objectionable aspects of Re: Shikasta when read as science
fiction is that Lessing used up _way too many_ free axiom cards.  I'm used
to reading books that postulate one or a few things, and derive the rest
from those.  Lessing just threw a _lot_ out, and didn't necessarily
interconnect them all.  Annoying.  (Duty to Canopus was another one - it's
clearly a world-building given, but there are _too many_.)

>Which brings up the topic of animals. Most often in the novel the word
>"animal" is used in a derogatory sense to indicate the Fall of humanity,
>but in Lessing's actual descriptions of animals (the early idyllic scenes,
>the story of the cats in the middle of the book, the jaguar at the end),
>the animal kingdom comes off as being much more harmonious and sane than
>the human one(s). Is this intentional? And if so, what do the Canopeans
>have against non-human Shikastan species?!

One of the dimly-seen-in-the-background aspects of this universe seems to
be a literal reincarnation cycle, combined with an escape from said cycle
that _isn't_ to a Nirvana-like state, but is to some higher stage of
development.  I believe animal used in the derogatory sense you mean refers
to beings involved in this reincarnation cycle, who have lost awareness of
this - who become like animals, in the sense of believing this is the only
life, the only reality, and using _that_ as an excuse for not trying or,
worse, attempting escape via suicide (which merely lengthens the process,
of course - _another Axiom_).  The animals, not being in this process, Be
what they Are; humans, in attempting to live as animals, Deny their Being.
I don't think the Canopeans have anything against non-human Shikastan
species; I do think we're looking at some unfortunate semantic slippage,
however.

>Though Rachel's journal could be taken as "the easy way out" for Lessing
>in telling the story of George, to me it told the more interesting and
>wrenching story of Rachel herself. I was quite distressed when she was
>simply killed off and mentioned only in passing for the rest of the novel.
>Especially with the story of Rachel I found myself wondering if Lessing
>had an end in mind while writing because Rachel seems to burst out of
>the plotline and Lessing doesn't know how to stuff her back in!

This is really interesting, because I had almost exactly the opposite
reaction - George was far more real to me than any other character in the
book (maybe because I kept seeing him as the multi-layer Johor-Prophets-
thru-the-Ages-George), and Rachel's journal was a technically adept way of
showing how miserable it can be to live near someone like this (you'd be
amazed what Ghandi's kids thought of _him_).  I say technically adept,
because it _showed_ the misery, rather than telling us about it, and
_simultaneously_ made the perfect point about Shikasta: even when given
opportunity after opportunity, the twisty terribleness of Shikasta causes
its inhabitants to seek after destruction and despair, turning their back
on escape, time and again.

>Such are my first thoughts. BTW, did anyone else find it chilling at the
>end when people start getting the "vague blank look" with regard to recent
>Shikastan history?

Forgetting is a truly wonderful thing.  While one might read this as
brainwashing, my reaction was quite different.  How well do you remember
the months or years after someone really important to you died, or after a
particularly close relationship ends, however amicably?  I can look back,
some years later, and think, yeah, I was really down, everything looked so
black to me, and no matter what I did, everything _hurt_.  But more than
that, and my mind skitters away, and finds something else to think about,
the people I know and love and live with now.

Susanna (I think I spelled that wrong - the woman George slept with, who
helped Rachel and the kids) epitomized this, refusing to listen to the
stories those who escaped to her camp brought her.  This flies in the face
of a lot of therapy theory, but when wilfully wallowing in horrors
interferes with the natural process of forgetting, when the evils of the
past reach forward and prevent one from experiencing the joy of the
present, you have a problem much more serious than brainwashing, because
you have become your own enemy, the most dangerous one you can ever have.
I thought it all neatly recapitulated, "Sufficient unto each days are the
evils thereof".

>In terms of influences/background, one obvious one that I haven't seen
>mentioned is Dante. The imagery of the souls in Zone Six would fit in
>perfectly in the early cantos of "Inferno."

No doubt about it, Zone Six is every kind of hell and purgatory, mixed up
together, where the apparent exit is a dead-end, and the thing you fear
most conceals the only true means of escape.

Perceiving a developing mystic as "bland" tickles me.  It's really a very
apt, if veering, way of characterizing a whole category of mystics.  I can
see it now.  William Law: White Bread.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com
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Date: 22 Feb 94 23:12:36 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Kim Stanley Robinson:Red Mars

This is a very...rich book.  Well, it's definitely thick.

This might be first of KSR's novels that I've read.  I've read his short
stories and novella in Asimov's, though.  Somehow I wouldn't have picked
him to write a novel like this.  But having proved his talents for "soft"
SF, that just makes his hard SF that much better.

The technical material is flawless, or at least had few flaws I could spot.
The main characters(once you figure out who they are)all live and breathe.
And so does Mars.  (So to speak.)

One hundred colonists leave Earth for Mars.  The prime movers among them
are John, who has wangled this spot despite having already been on the
first manned mission, Frank, who has worked with John since that time,
Maya, leader of the Russian contingent and the wedge that drives Frank and
John apart, Arkady, the Russian rebel who says the things others dare to
think, and Nadia, the pragmatic engineer who is the best at getting things
done.  (Apologies for the lack of surnames, but I don't have the book with
me at the moment...)

The colony soon divides into factions - those who want to terraform, and
those who want to leave Mars untouched, for study or just out of respect
for it; those who want to bring more and more people from Earth to exploit
Mars' wealth of natural resources, or those who want Mars to be more than
just something to be mined, more than just a property of Earth.  Eventually
it all comes to a head.

No happy ending, though.  The revolution, doomed from the start by the
greater forces (and superior position) of Earth, is abortive but, the
overall attitude is hopeful.  KSR's projection is highly realistic, not the
wish-fulfillment others might have resorted to (_The Moon Is A Harsh
Mistress_, anyone?); this isn't a replay of the American revolution, by any
means.  Characters die, character we have grown to like.  But not all of
them, and some are bloody but unbowed.

Extremely slow in places, but very moving.  Did I hear mention that this
was the start of a trilogy?

Author:     Robinson, Kim Stanley
Title:      Red Mars
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
City:       New York
Date:       Feb. 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-37134-7
Pages:      519 pp.
Comments:   Trade paperback
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Date: 22 Feb 94 16:07:03 GMT
From: eaustin@ll.mit.edu (Eric J. Austin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Musings from My Garden: Infection SPOILERS

Having just watched "Infection", I kick off my shoes and wander out into my
rock garden for a little swimming and contemplative thought on things great
and small.  

SPOILERS:

Babylon 5 meets Curse of the Mummy. This was not as bad as it seems several
of the reviewers thought, but it did have it bad moments. It had its good
point too, though. All in all, I think I know why JMS rated this one as his
least favorite.

I seem to have gotten in the habit of starting off my comments with some
remarks about the title of each episode. Before watching the episode I
thought that "Infection" would fit in with "Soul Hunter" as a not very
interesting title. But, it turned out to be more layered than I
anticipated. The obvious reference would seem to be that the Ikaran organic
technology infected Drake and turned him into a killing machine. But we
found there was more to it. What I will call the protectors (for want of a
term given in the show) were built to repel invaders from Ikara. The
invaders were foreign to the planet and they were "infecting" it. Of
course, the programmers got a bit carried away with their definition of
foreigner so that all Ikarans were also seen as infection upon a pure Ikara
and were eliminated also. The distinction between "self" and "other" is a
theme with a long history and this title tapped into that instead of just
being a literal surface description of a character or the plot.

The problem, though, was that we were bludgeoned with the message rather
than being allowed to reach the same conclusion on our own. This had all
the subtlety of Rodney King pleading "Can't we alll just get along?"  while
L.A. burned around him. I trust that the vast majority of B5 viewers would
have been able to figure out the parallel between Ikara 7 and the EA (and
present day Earth) without quite so many speeches to spell it all out.

I presume that the customs inspector at the beginning was looking for a
bribe when he gave his little "you wouldn't be trying to smuggle anything
in, would you" speech. If not, this was pretty pathetic.  JMS has mentioned
that certain drugs are banned from B5. I presume there is a demand for them
somewhere so I was a bit surprised that the customs inspection was not more
controlled. From "The Gathering" we know that they can do weapons scans so
perhaps they can scan for drugs as well and it is not up to one tired guy
in the cargo bay to do all of the controlled substance searches. But it
sure looked like it would be easy to smuggle in all sorts of things.

Most of my technical complaints (plot contrivances) have been covered by
others I am not going to go into them in much depth.

  1. This alien artifact was able to manipulate human biology in just the
     right way to produce the desired effect.  Since the artifact was
     constructed to work on Ikarans, are we to presume that humans are so
     similar in biochemistry that it works on them too? Would this have
     worked on a Centauri, Narn, Minbari, Vorlon, etc.? And Briggs
     mentioned that it must have chosen Drake because he was willing to
     kill. We know that but how did the artifacts know it? Did it do some
     sort of scan on everyone it encountered? We saw it interact with Drake
     when he opened the box and then he started to change. If someone else
     had opened the box would the lightning not have happened? Were the
     artifacts telepathic in some way to pick or influence Drake before he
     opened the box?

  2. I presume all the energy required to change Drake and shoot the
     lightning came from the pod on his chest. Where was it getting all
     this energy from that it needed to regenerate? Perhaps it was not the
     power source that needed to regenerate, perhaps it was the
     bio-technology that needed to adjust itself after each usage to enable
     it to handle more power. Thus, it was gradually increasing its ability
     to control and use the power, not its ability to generate the power.
     Maybe if it had gone full out at at the start it would have burned
     itself out.

  3. Had they not needed this information in a hurry to stop the monster on
     the show, I would have expected it to take a long time to decode the
     information on it. I expect we will hear about this technology again,
     but not for at least a year, I hope.  We might presume that the
     Ikarans recorded their data in such a way that it would be easy to
     decode (though this seems a real stretch) but even assuming Briggs
     could get the info out in the proper format, how would they translate
     it so quickly?

What kind of energy surge were those sensors detecting as seen by the
control center crew? Was it microwaves, IR, UV, X rays, gamma rays, a big
wind? They must have sensors throughout the station since they were able to
locate it to some extent. Why? For safety monitoring perhaps? Energy is a
rather general term. Can you imagine trying to sell someone a device by
claiming that "it detects energy."

The Vorlons have advanced biotech and maybe the Minbari. Hmm, another
reason to think about Kosh's environment suit again.

Another example of a lightning arc weapon. Is there a reason for this or
does it just "look neat." Personally, I don't like this effect.

1000 years is not really very long. I don't think we have been told
anything officially, but I would expect that the Minbari and Vorlons, at
the least, have been star-faring races for longer than that. Wouldn't they
have noticed that the Ikarans were gone and their world destroyed and gone
to investigate to see how it happened. And what about all the races that
tried to invade Ikara. did they just give up and never try to find out what
happened? I think they should have placed this much further back in time so
they could sidestep some of these questions.

I find it very hard to believe that 11 of the protectors could have
destroyed an entire planet and left no life. It was never really explained
what "a dead world" meant but the implication is, I think, more than just
no sentient species there. Planets are BIG and a race that could build the
protectors would surely have nuclear energy and, given how many times they
were invaded, powerful weapons. Are we to believe that these things could
withstand a nuke?

Did the organization supporting the archeology on Ikara 7 have some reason
to think these weapons were there? They must have since they were looking
for bioweapons. How did they know?

A cute nod to "War of the Worlds" with Hendricks' reference to a Martian
War machine and the common cold.

The talk between Sinclair and Garibaldi was good. It provided much needed
motivation for Sinclair. But the answer to the reporters question was
sorely lacking. No astronomer would talk about a time as short as even a
million years before the sun cools and anyone who tried to justify the
space program before Congress or the public now with this approach would be
loudly and roundly condemned by all sides. A much better reason is that
there are at least 4 other space-faring empires out there, to whom one of
which we almost lost a war, and they are not going to sit around and wait
for us to clean things up at home before they expand even more and soon
come knocking at our door again. We need to be there for self defense and
this is stated in the opening monologue by Sinclair.  I expect (hope) to
see Sinclair called on the carpet by his superiors on Earth for giving such
a lame answer.

I don't intend to drag ST into my comments very often, but I would like to
say that last week's TNG episode "Lower Decks" was, IMO, a character piece
that I hope to see B5 match at some point. One might quibble with some of
the plot details (something I excel at) but the characters all fit together
so well that I went along with everything as it happened. And, BTW, 3 of
the characters were completely new, 1 had been in only one previous episode
and the fifth was a minor recurring character. In other words, it did not
take a lot of exposition and development time to view these characters as
real people and care about what they did. This is not a criticism of B5, I
am just pointing to something I hope to see done as well on B5.

Eric J. Austin             
eaustin@ll.mit.edu
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Date: 24 Feb 94 09:32:12 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: "Parliament of Dreams"

A great episode.  I was really happy with this one.  There was something in
it for everyone.

I.   Acting
II.  Plot
III. Writing
IV.  Graphics and Special Effects
V.   Music and Sound
VI.  Sets and Costuming

I. Sinclair:  Very Good.  Finally loosening up.  His interactions with
              Catherine Sakai were nice.  He displays a good mix of passion
              and professionalism.

   Ivanova:   Good.  Really let her hair down.

   Garibaldi: Excellent.  He is ever on his guard; as it should be for the
              chief of security.  His comments to G'Kar were priceless.

   Londo:     Excellent.  He truly is a drunken fool. :) He plays the part
              extremely well.  You can see a lot more than this if you look
              though.  He seemed unusually happy with the fact that they
              had wiped out the Zonn(sp?) years ago.  Definitely has a mean
              streak behind that jovial smile.

   Vir:       Good.  Never thought he was such a party animal. :)

   G'Kar:     Excellent.  His reactions to everything were great. The fact
              that I've only seen him in 4 episodes and I can tell that he
              is impatient is testimony to Katsulas's excellent acting
              ability.  He's a pervert too.

   Na'Toth:   Excellent.  She's MUCH better than Ko'Dath.  I can't believe
              there's 2 Narns plotting and scheming on the station now!!!
              Heaven help us!!!

   Delenn:    Perfect.  I can't express how much admiration I have for this
              character.  She is beautiful, ruthless, passionate, powerful,
              and 30 other things rolled into one great character.

   Lennier:   Very Good.  He plays the innocent well.  It's nice to have
              someone who isn't a scheemer and plotter on the station.

   Sakai:     Good.  Interesting strong character that will help Sinclair
              through the anticipated troubles ahead.

   Overall:   9

II. This is what Babylon-5 is all about.  A strong character episode with a
    foreshadowing of things to come.  There was lots to think about in this
    episode.  Delenn "bonded" to Sinclair it would seem and the Minbari
    religious festival was laden with symbolism; all of which will be made
    clearer in the future I'm sure.  The Thenta M'Kur was a nice touch.
    I've always loved the idea of assassin's guilds.  The Centauri seemed
    very callous with regard to the Zonn and how they killed "every last
    one of them".  Kosh was conspicuous by his absence and Sinclair's
    solution to showing Earth's dominant religious belief was very nicely
    done.  The one thing I noticed that some people may not have is that
    when Sinclair was in his quarters with Catherine Sakai he was asked to
    reroute power from the sensors in order to solve a brown-out problem.
    Hmmmmmm.  Sensors you say?  This is going to come back to haunt us for
    sure.  All of the character interactions were great.  These people are
    really beginning to seem real.  Sinclair's obsession with Tennyson is
    really cool.  I enjoyed the new characters immensely.  Na'Toth is
    great.  I fear the hernias that are going to afflict me when the Narn
    get together and plan dastardly deeds. :) Things are really shaping up
    as far as fleshing out the 4 of the 5 main cultures on B5.  It's
    surprising how much you can infer from the information given in the
    first 5 episodes.  If the density of this information doesn't decrease
    soon, we're going to have a full fledged universe on our hands.  :)

    Overall: 10.  All angles covered as far as I can tell.

III. The jokes seemed to work really well this time.  Londo's joke as well
    as G'Kar's wimperings were hilarious.  Garibaldi's at the beginning
    fell a little flat.  Favorite lines:

    Sinclair : "We find meaning where we can."

    Garibaldi: "Hot pink is definetely your color."

    Londo    : "Dead.  All of them; and good riddance."

    G'Kar    : "Taste of your own death indeed!"

    Delenn   : "And so: It begins."

    Sakai    : "I see such trouble."

    Overall: 9

IV. The special FX were adequate to the task.  The pain-givers were kind of
    crude, but I guess that was the point.  My only beef was the "laser"
    blast from Tu'Pari's weapon was too slow.  Other than that, no major
    problems.

    Overall: 8.5

V.  It amazes me that the music in Infection could be so cheezy and that
    the music in this one could be so appropriate.  I thought the alien
    ethnic music was fantastic and the rest was of high-quality as well.

    Overall: 9

VI. The full-body prosthetics on G'Kar were impressive, as were the rest of
    the costuming for all of the religious extravaganzas.  G'Kar's quarters
    were good enough.  Fresh Air was a lot better with the correct matte
    backdrop.

    Overall: 9

    OVERALL: 54.5/6=9.1

------------------------------

Date: 15 Feb 94 18:07:21 GMT
From: rubio@han.paramax.com (Stuart Rubio)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL:  "Under Color by Authority"

MiChAeL ScHoLz <mikeshlz@u.washington.edu> wrote:
>>Richie's comment about immortals not needing to follow the rules was
>>interesting; he and Mako (sp?) were at opposite ends of the spectrum,
>>with Duncan (of course :)) being somewhere in the middle.
>
>Kind of brings to mind last week's episode with Duncan - follow the rules,
>separates us from beasts Sully - I am immmortal, I make my own rules.

I viewed Mako, Macleod, and Richie as a continuous stream along the
timeline they stated in the dialogue; Mako was 600 years, Macleod was 400
years, and Richie was newborn. Mako found his method of survival was in
adhering to the set of rules, which civilizations call laws. Civilizations
come and go, but each contain roughly the same laws. For something who can
not live in human society, in a confined space, for any length of time,
without being discovered for what he is, his choice made such sense.
Macleod, at 400 years, has found that an adhoc set of virtues, gleaned from
all civilizations, was the way to keep his sanity in a world in which he is
the only constant. In the case of our newborn Immortal, Richie, we see that
the gaining of Immortality is not an easy transition. As a mortal, it made
little difference that Richie adhered to NO laws, or rules. Now, as an
Immortal, Richie has already found that his existence MUST be governed by
more than the moment.

>Duncan hearing Sully's sentiments coming from Richie's mouth obviously
>felt Richie was following a bad example. He identified with Maeco because
>of his recent role(s) as a "rule" enforcer. The writers probably planned
>these episodes to be back to back to show the motivations behind Duncan
>and Richie falling out. I bet Richie will be back but, maybe not this
>season.

I thought Duncan heard the inexperience of youth, as he had heard in
several episodes in the recent past; i.e., Shades of Grey, Under Color of
Authority, in Richie. In both cases, Immortals who have yet to reestablish
a sense of order in their lives were caught between the mortal world of
limited lifespan and the evil side of the Immortal struggle, using their
enormous lifespan to take advantage of humans.

And, considering the fact that Duncan has now absorbed Greyson's knowledge
of nearly 2000 years of existence, devoted to taking advantage of humans,
we see problems adherent between the two major influences of Immortal
existence. The power of Darius, to benefit humankind, was cut short, after
nearly 2000 years, in The Gathers.  Greyson's immediate influence, to
divide and crush humankind, was cut short by Macleod in Band of Brothers.
And, the Immortals whom we have seen throughout the series have mostly
fallen between these two extremes.

Stuart
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Date: 15 Feb 94 16:48:53 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander

Eric L. Tullis (as500@yfn.ysu.edu) wrote:
>Well, as a fan who never really minded Richie in the first place, I'm
>going to hate to see him go, if that is really what he is doing. I thought
>I read (this was around the time of Vandernoot's departure) that he was
>sticking around because he had enthusiasm for the project, but I've been
>reading posts lately that imply that Stan was "written out" because he
>wanted to leave.
>
>Does anybody know the real scoop here?

Stan does not want to leave.  He enjoys Highlander, was thrilled to finally
be "immortalized" (after waiting a year for it - he was supposed to be
killed by Slan in an early version of the pilot script, but they changed
their minds) and was delighted to finally get a quickening in UCOA.
Apparently, the reduction in his role this season was in reaction to the
negative mail the producers received about his character _last_ season.  So
all of you who want Richie to have an active role in the third season (if
there is one) should probably let the producers know.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 00:33:40 GMT
From: JMORRILL%clinfo@msscc.med.utah.edu (WHAT THE SMURF?)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: More More Highlander questions

bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier) wrote:
>The Quickening is also defined differently in series and movie canon.  In
>the movie, it seems to be more of a general life force, that can be felt
>even in animals.  In the series, it is used more specifically to refer to
>the pyrotechnics that occur when an immortal is beheaded, with the
>transfer of the dead immortal's knowledge and power into the nearest live
>immortal (usually the one who beheaded him, but it will also occur during
>an accidental beheading).  If there is not an immortal within range, there
>is no quickening.  I personally feel that the buzz and the quickening are
>manifestations of the same phenomenon, that is, the buzz is when one
>immortal senses the life force (quickening) inside another, and that same
>life force is released after a beheading, but that's just MHO.  We are
>told that knowledge and power are transferred during the quickening, but
>we haven't been told what happens in the way of specific memories, etc..
>Immortal legend has it that one can be changed (converted to good or evil)
>by the influence of a strong, ancient quickening.
>
>Hope this helps.

It does help *me* some.  I have been wondering what all those fireworks are
after an immortal is beheaded - I figured it was some sort of power
exchange or something.  Does the movie explain it more?  I've never seen
it.  Maybe I should rent it.  The buzz is something I think I've got
figured out. I see it as a sort of 6th sense that immortals have so they
know when another immortal is in the vicinity, although I don't think they
can tell exactly where the other one is (as evidenced by the tendency to
look startled/surprised/puzzled).

I do have a couple of other questions that hopefully someone can help me
with.  First, how exactly does someone become an immortal?  I have not been
able to figure this out.  I just assumed the immortals were somehow born
that way, until the episode where Tessa died, and Mac told Richie, "you're
one of us now."  If something special happened to make Richie an immortal,
I missed it.  Also, who are the Watchers?  In the episode where Mac meets
Dawson, I got the impression that these are supposed to be good guys, but
they never seem to turn out that way.

In general, I really enjoy the show.  Sometimes it lacks for depth (mostly
in Richie's character, as has been pointed out by others), and at times
I've felt the storylines were a bit contrived, but it's essentially a good
show.  I did enjoy it more when Tessa was there, but apparently her actress
had bigger and better things to do.  Hopefully, someone new who has
substance will soon arrive.  I am having trouble getting to like Charlie -
I think he's somewhat flat character-wise.  But he's starting to mature,
slowly.

Jennifer Morrill
University of Utah
JMorrill%clinfo@msscc.med.utah.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 19:56:15 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander

cbh@opus.mlb.semi.harris.com (Cherie Slasor) writes:
>I have to agree here - Charlie is a hell of a lot more irritating than
>Richie ever was.

I don't know about *irritating* but, he certainly seems *useless*.  All he
does is either follow Duncan around, or introduce him to people to kill.
Boring boring boring.

Richie did much of the same most of the time but, not always.  That was
his sole redeeming trait.

>What I didn't understand was Duncan's attitude toward Richie at the end.
>He wouldn't even shake hands with a guy who's been his friend and who he
>has shared some very meaningful time with.  He must've been really pissed
>that Richie killed Mako.

No, I suspect he's pissed that Richie is so enamored at being an immortal.
The episode with Sheena Easton and this last one both had Richie feeling
that, just because he was immortal, he didn't have to care about mortals
anymore.  In the Sheena Easton one, his comment about the guns was, so
what, we couldn't be killed.  And in this one, his attitude was that they
were outside human laws.

And both of those attitudes have, throughout the entire series, been sure
ways to piss off Duncan.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 22:51:32 GMT
From: caslu1@delphi.com (Rick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: More More Highlander questions

WHAT THE SMURF? <JMORRILL%clinfo@MSSCC.MED.UTAH.EDU> writes:
>I do have a couple of other questions that hopefully someone can help me
>with.  First, how exactly does someone become an immortal?  I have not
>been able to figure this out.  I just assumed the immortals were somehow
>born that way, until the episode where Tessa died, and Mac told Richie,
>"you're one of us now."  If something special happened to make Richie an
>immortal, I missed it.  Also, who are the Watchers?  In the episode where
>Mac meets Dawson, I got the impression that these are supposed to be good
>guys, but they never seem to turn out that way.
 
The matter of how someone becomes an Immortal depends on wheter or not you
follow the storyline introduced in the movie "Highlander 2: The
Quickening".  Most fans consider this movie to be a travesty and have
disregarded it, and it has also been widely accepted that the TV series
takes place in an "alternate reality" from the movies.  The TV series has
never explained what makes one an Immortal.  You are simply born and then
reborn after dying for the first time, like Richie.  At that point the
aging process stops and you assume the characteristics (i.e. the sixth
sense, rapid healing) of an Immortal.  I don't think that even the
Immortals know where they come from.  The Highlander 2 movie explained that
Immortals were aliens who were banished to Earth as a form of punishment.
Thus, their Immortality is partially explained by their alien origins.
 
The Watchers are a group of humans who have known about, and studied, the
Immortals for a very long time.  They are generally good guys who believe
that humanity has a lot to learn from the knowledge of the Immortals.
However, there is a splinter group of the Watchers who believes that
Immortals are a danger to humanity and that they must be destroyed.  These
are the bad guys and it was this group that Duncan first encountered, hence
his distrust of the Watchers.
  
>In general, I really enjoy the show.  Sometimes it lacks for depth (mostly
>in Richie's character, as has been pointed out by others), and at times
>I've felt the storylines were a bit contrived, but it's essentially a good
>show.  I did enjoy it more when Tessa was there, but apparently her
>actress had bigger and better things to do.  Hopefully, someone new who
>has substance will soon arrive.  I am having trouble getting to like
>Charlie - I think he's somewhat flat character-wise.  But he's starting to
>mature, slowly.
 
Yes, Richie's character has always been a problem but if you ever get a
chance to watch the show's early episodes, you'll see that he's come a long
way as far as character development goes.  I agree that Charlie is "flat"
and I think that maybe they're trying not to overshadow Duncan's character.
Hopefully, we'll see better use of his potentially interesting character.
 
Hope this was useful to you, if you'd like to discuss Highlander some more,
 
Rick

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 20:08:31 GMT
From: 34MM27X@cmuvm.csv.cmich.edu (Dave Romas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: More More Highlander questions

Warning!  Answers to your questions below contain movie plot spoilers!!!!!

   How someone becomes an immie is yet to be entirely revealed.  In the
movie, Ramirez says people who turn out to be immortal "were born
different."  They don't find out they're immies until they're killed the
first time.  In the movie, Connor MacLeod receives a mortal wound but never
really dies.  For a while he is "all but a corpse" but he comes out of it.
In the series, Duncan MacLeod has been killed a few times so far.  He dies
completely for a while every time (if memory serves) but always comes alive
shortly.  This includes the first time he was killed, under similar
circumstances as Connor's first time.  Where Connor simply slipped into a
kind of trance for a night or so and then snapped out of it, Duncan went
out completely for a few minutes and then came back to life.
   Richie was born an immie too.  He just didn't know it until he took two
bullets in the chest this season and came back to life!  There is some
debate as to whether or not Duncan knew beforehand that Richie was an
immie.  In the movie, Kurgan knew Connor was an immie prior to his first
death.  So it is possible.  There have been a few ambiguous lines in the
series that suggest Duncan may have known Richie was an immie.

   The Watchers are a secret group of mortals who supposedly have been
keeping tabs on the immies for ages.  Their doctrine tells them only to
observe and record and not to interfere.  But there's a militant faction of
them called The Hunters who are out to kill the immies.  The two-parter
starting this week apparently sheds more light on the Watchers and Hunters.

   I agree completely with your ideas of where the show is lacking.  Thus
far, I can't stand Charlie and Dawson.  And I don't care much for Richie.
The idea of Watchers/Hunters irritates me (I wonder what creator Greg Widen
would have to say about them).  Losing Tessa and Darius was a terrible
shame, but couldn't be helped (the actress wanted out and the actor died).
I'd like to see Charlie and Dawson get replaced by Fitzcairn and Randi
McFarland.

Dave Romas

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 20:52:14 GMT
From: dw901@cleveland.freenet.edu (Michael J. Novak Jr.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL:  Odds and Ends

1) If you watch the UCA show carefully, you will notice that when Richie
arrives at MaCleod's apartment MaCleod gets the "buzz".  But what does he
do next?  Does he grab his sword?  No, he walks to the door and answers it.
My point is that he doesn't even ask who is there!  Why?  Because he
already knew who it was and that they were not a threat.

2) Did anybody else notice the fact that Mako is the only immortal yet who
has a scar!?!  So much for the healing ability.  The only thing I could
think of is that he had the scar before he died the first time.  So if I
became an immortal tomorrow, I will still have my appendix scar.

3)  Where the hell do those swords come from?

4) Why wouldn't Duncan help Richie after he had killed Mako?  He helped
that crazy artist friend of his who had hassled Richie (and I think Tessa),
and also tried to kill Duncan!  I am not the biggest fan of the Richie
character, but since he became immortal at least he has been interesting.
Plus, if they take him off the show at this point we won't be able to see
the problems a new immortal has to deal with as far as adjustments to being
immortal go.

Michael J. Novak Jr.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 23:13:23 GMT
From: feldman@tlgmax.zko.dec.com (Gary Feldman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander

cbh@opus.mlb.semi.harri
>What I didn't understand was Duncan's attitude toward Richie at the end.
>He wouldn't even shake hands with a guy who's been his friend and who he
>has shared some very meaningful time with.  He must've been really pissed
>that Richie killed Mako.

Perhaps you missed the tear running down Duncan's cheek during that scene.
He seemed truly saddened by the parting, but the scene seemed written
and/or directed according to more traditional (i. e. 1950's) standards of
behavior and affection between men.  In other words, macho men don't show
such feelings toward each other.

I suppose an alternative interpretation could be that Duncan was
deliberately suppressing his feelings, so that Richie would get the message
and not try to continue hanging around.

Gary

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 94 05:12:05 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL:  Unholy Alliance

SPOILERS

Well.  Hm.  There was lots to dislike about the episode.  For one thing, I
was *REALLY REALLY REALLY* annoyed that Xavier hadn't regrown his hand.  I
mean, think about it: growing some tissue is a *lot* easier than coming
back from the dead!  *GRRR*

Then there was the annoying blonde woman.  She reeks of
woman-of-the-weekitis.

And, of course, Duncan managed to pull a sword out of nowhere again!

And they brought back that annoying Hunter.  I wish they had gotten someone
else.

There were other things, but they haven't stuck in my memory.  Because,
despite all the things I didn't like, there was even more that I *did*
like.

It was *tense*.  Not at most of the commercial breaks, which I'm sure they
wanted to be tense, but inbetween which is harder to do.

I was afraid they were going to give Charlie a bulletproof vest, or, worse,
make him immortal.  But they didn't.  And they managed to kill him (sort
of).  I was impressed with that!  (And, of course, now Mac has to explain
it all to him.)

The story was pretty good, too!  It had a real plot, surprised me a few
times, and only felt a little like it was being padded out to two episodes.

All in all, it kept me *more* than interested enough to want to watch next
week's conclusion.  Good for them!

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 94 05:34:50 GMT
From: jorge@explorer.clark.net (Jorge DeLaCruz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL:  Unholy Alliance

Sean Eric Fagan (sef@kithrup.com) wrote:
>SPOILERS
>
>There was lots to dislike about the episode.  For one thing, I was *REALLY
>REALLY REALLY* annoyed that Xavier hadn't regrown his hand. I mean, think
>about it: growing some tissue is a *lot* easier than coming back from the
>dead!  *GRRR*
						
  Maybe he will grow the hand back but it may take time.  Regrowing bones
and joints may be harder than regenerating skin and organs.  Plus he may
need some extra Quickening for it to happen

Jorge

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 94 06:26:23 GMT
From: dw901@cleveland.freenet.edu (Michael J. Novak Jr.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL - Unholy Alliance

SPOILER!

I also really liked this episode.  Yes, it had its problems but overall it
may have been the best one yet (I know, maybe just because it is so fresh
in my mind...)

I knew the hand wouldn't grow back (the people that have e-mailed me saying
that it would can verify this).  That would have s*ck*d had it grown back.
The healing ability of the immortals heals injuries that normal people can
also get MUCH quicker, so it is very consistent to not grow back a hand.

Hunter coming back and Macleod's feeling betrayed by Dawson ("The next time
we meet will be the last") make me wish the conclusion was on tomorrow!

If anyone knows the address to write to the show PLEASE POST IT!  The show
has improved enough that it should be saved (assuming they were considering
cancelling the show).

They also found an interesting way of putting Macleod in a position where
he probably must tell Charlie what is going on (and all they had to do was
write a character who knew Charlie and kill him off so he would follow
Macleod).

Also, Stan Kirsch's name was still in the opening credits!  They pulled
Alexandra's name after the show in which she bit the dust.  Richie will be
back!

And how about the fact that an immortal is using humans to weaken another
immortal and take his head.  Why is it that Xavier St. Cloud is the first
one we have seen come up with this idea?  Is he more evil than the other
bad immortals we have seen, or simply more desperate with the loss of his
left hand?

Plus, Dawson still seems to have rats in his organization loyal to Hunter,
despite his ordering Hunter's men to have no further contact with him.  I
was just beginning to enjoy his character as well, and believe he may have
been a good guy (after UCA when he helped Macleod out).

Well, that's all I can think of right now, more later...

Michael J. Novak Jr.

------------------------------
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Date: 20 Feb 94 15:11:09 GMT
From: rtraym01@ulkyvx.louisville.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL: "Unholy Alliance"

   Just saw part one of "Unholy Alliance" last night and have a couple
questions.  (I saw the pilot episode only and haven't gotten to see any of
the rest). First of all, what relationship do Duncan and Dawson(?) have.
At the end of the episode, Duncan seemed to be pretty ticked off at him.
   Thought the singer from FYC played a great evil immortal.  Good show.
BTW, anybody got a possible release date on HL3?

Rich

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 94 23:18:59 GMT
From: mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (MATT WOODY)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander - "Unholy ..."

SPOILER

   Now that's out of the way, let's talk "Unholy Alliance."
   GREAT episode!!!  Plenty of drama and action, not to mention an
indication of a more complex Charlie DiSalvo to come.
   I've read some other postings listing a number of bad things about the
episode.  I found only one: Stan Kirsch's name in the opening credits.
Hopefully, it will appear in the show and Richie will not, as had happened
in the three episodes before "UCA."  Perhaps the show's producers are
planning a "Richie" episode or (please) are just waiting to remove it until
after the inevitable Duncan-Richie fight.
   An answer to a question I saw about "Unholy."  It was asked why Xavier
used mortals to weaken Immortals before taking their heads.  This was
explained in the episode.  It is against the rules.  But Xavier's attitude
is "rules be damned" as we learn by his use of machine guns, and
previously, gas.  Remember when Mac refrained from attacking Horton on
"holy ground."  That's one rule.
   Back to "Unholy."  One of the best things about it was the "cast of
thousands."  "Unholy" saw the return of Fine Young Cannibals' Roland Gift
as Xavier St. Cloud, plus the characters Joe Dawson and James Horton.
   I must admit I was surprised to see Horton.  I had thought he died in
his previous encounter with Mac.  Apparently, I was wrong.
   The character of Charlie seems to be developing into a very effective
foil for the sword-toting Mac.  I was a bit disappointed in that we didn't
see any more than a brief shot of Charlie remembering his friend.  It
worked, but there has to be a softer side to Charlie as well.
   The future looks promising for Charlie, too.  If he survives the three,
count 'em three, bullets he took in the chest, it looks as if Mac will have
to spill the beans.  (I admit surviving three bullets is possibly a bit
far-fetched, but let's remember suspension of disbelief.  Besides, it fits
in with the tough ex-Navy SEAL business.)
   It looks like Charlie will become more than Mac's friend, but also his
confidant.  Sounds good to me.  That goes beyond the relationship that Mac
had with Richie as hero-sidekick or mentor-student.
   As for the second part of "Unholy," I wouldn't be surprised to see
Richie drop in.  A showdown with Richie and Horton would make for a good
elimination of Stan Kirsch's character, and we could avoid the fallen angel
confrontation between Mac and Richie.
   I fear (or more like suspect) that the female Army intelligence
character (sorry, I can't remember her name) may become a regular.
Regardless, what is her part in the plot?  Could it be that the government
is aware of Immortals?  Possibilities abound for plots if this is
considered.
   Her addition to the cast could be a good thing, but there is no doubt
that she would become Mac's girlfriend.  Aaarrgh!!  I hate the fact that in
TV shows, lead male and female characters must become sexually involved.
Too many shows have been ruined by such happenings, not the least of which
is "Moonlighting."  The whole David-Maddie-Sam saga made me sick.  Remember
when Maddie went back to Chicago and we were subjected to "Herbert Viola
and Agnes DePesto" episodes?  Jeez.
   Anyway, back to Highlander, it looks like Joe Dawson might be killed by
Mac sometime soon for helping his "brother" Horton and not telling Mac.
Let's hope not.
   One final not as we all anxiously await part two of "Unholy."  Horton
told Mac he killed his "partner in crime," Xavier.  But, what good is his
word?  Besides, we didn't actually see it.
   A few questions of my own.  There seems to be quite a bit of discussion
that Highlander is going to end.  How true is that?  Anybody know?  And how
many episodes of Highlander have there been?  I only picked it up maybe a
dozen episodes ago.  From what I understand, this is the shows second
season.  Any responses are appreciated.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 12:41:33 GMT
From: ss@wpi.wpi.edu (Scott Streeter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL - Unholy Alliance

Michael J Novak <dw901@cleveland.Freenet.Edu> writes:
> And how about the fact that an immortal is using humans to weaken another
> immortal and take his head.  Why is it that Xavier St. Cloud is the first
> one we have seen come up with this idea?  Is he more evil than the other
> bad immortals we have seen, or simply more desperate with the loss of his
> left hand?

Well Dawson did say there hasn't been anything like this for a 1000 years,
so it's happened before.  This was my only problem with a fine episode. The
immortals have all these "rules", but nothing seems to happen if you break
them. So why don't these super evil immortals do this type of thing more?
Of course the Watcher said in the crypt that not even St. Cloud would kill
on holy ground, so that rule seems to be the biggie. But there should be a
punishment for these rules, or the rules alone would not keep most
immortals in line. Something like if they cheat there is no quickening. Or
if you cheat, you don't get the prize even if you're the last. Or you lose
your immortality.  Somthing....

Scott Streeter
ss@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 14:50:37 GMT
From: caslu1@delphi.com (Rick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL - Unholy Alliance

Scott Streeter <ss@wpi.WPI.EDU> writes:
>Well Dawson did say there hasn't been anything like this for a 1000 years,
>so it's happened before.  This was my only problem with a fine episode.
>The immortals have all these "rules", but nothing seems to happen if you
>break them. So why don't these super evil immortals do this type of thing
>more? Of course the Watcher said in the crypt that not even St. Cloud
>would kill on holy ground, so that rule seems to be the biggie. But there
>should be a punishment for these rules, or the rules alone would not keep
>most immortals in line. Something like if they cheat there is no
>quickening. Or if you cheat, you don't get the prize even if you're the
>last. Or you lose your immortality.
 
I've often wondered about the consequences of breaking these "rules"
myself.  However, the way I look at it is simple.  Most religions have
rules (i.e. if you lie, you'll go to hell) yet even the most religious
people lie sometimes.  The extent to which you're willing to break the
rules (i.e. a lie vs. murder) is a reflection of how "evil" you are.
Perhaps, early in the game, the rules were part of some code of honor among
the Immortals but as the centuries have progressed, the rules have fallen
by the wayside.  The "Holy Ground" rule does seem to be special since that
one has never been broken so I would hope that there is some special
consequence associated with that one and I hope to see it broken someday so
that we can all see what happens when someone is killed on holy ground.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 19:41:13 GMT
From: sdupland@news.delphi.com (SDUPLAND@DELPHI.COM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL - Unholy Alliance

Rick <caslu1@delphi.com> writes:
>progressed, the rules have fallen by the wayside.  The "Holy Ground" rule
>does seem to be special since that one has never been broken so I would
>hope that there is some special consequence associated with that one and I
>hope to see it broken someday so that we can all see what happens when
>someone is killed on holy ground.

The concept of sanctuary has been a pretty well respected one, probably
because on the most reckless or desperate person would violate sanctuary
and risk facing the day when they flee to sanctuary and find none.  When
you're immortal the chance of that day coming eventually is pretty good.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 10:37:43 GMT
From: dk738@cleveland.freenet.edu (David F. Fink)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander - "Unholy ..."

A few observations of my own ( for what they're worth ) :

1) I don't think I'd like seeing Duncan and Richie fighting it out.  How
about this scenario: Xavier kills Horton when he finds out that Horton
intended to betray him from the beginning, Xavier takes on Richie ( who
came into the scene for reasons as yet unknown ( the two " rule breakers ",
if you will, fighting it out )), Richie gets killed and, in a fit of rage,
Duncan finally kills Xavier.  That way, the way is paved for Charlie to
become Duncan's new " sidekick " ( so to speak ), and perhaps for Duncan
and Dawson to mend their differences and become friends again.

2) I don't think Horton killed Xavier.  Xavier doesn't strike me as the
type who would be so easily deceived and killed.  We'll be seeing him
again.

3) I think that we'll be seeing the female government agent again in the
future, but only as a recurring character, not as a regular.  I think that
the friendship between Mac and Charlie will be the focal point of the show,
now that it appears that Mac will have to tell Charlie all about himself.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 20:53:59 GMT
From: rubio@han.paramax.com (Stuart Rubio)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL:  Unholy Alliance

Sean Eric Fagan <sef@kithrup.com> wrote:
>Well.  Hm.  There was lots to dislike about the episode.  For one thing, I
>was *REALLY REALLY REALLY* annoyed that Xavier hadn't regrown his hand.  I
>mean, think about it: growing some tissue is a *lot* easier than coming
>back from the dead!  *GRRR*

Yes, well, if Xavier survives this one, there are other possibilities for
this character. He could go after the Watchers, which would probably enlist
Macleod, sucker for a sob story, to help them. And, we do not know how long
it would take, even so powerful a force as the Quickening, to patch
together a whole limb. If, big IF here, Xavier survived, he might sill heal
before a third encounter with Macleod.

>Then there was the annoying blonde woman.  She reeks of
>woman-of-the-weekitis.

Yes, but it looks like Macleod is running into the same problem as his
cousin, in the Highlander movie. After saying visible for so long, it is
very difficult to avoid being spotted by government agencies, particularly
when the center of your life is lopping off heads.

>And, of course, Duncan managed to pull a sword out of nowhere again!

Yes, well, I prefer the magic act to any of the explanations given so far.

>And they brought back that annoying Hunter.  I wish they had gotten
>someone else.

Yes, I would have preferred Horton to return as an Immortal.  That would
have given him more reason than his fanaticism to continue to build his
organization. And, in the end, Duncan could have taken his head to good
purpose.

>There were other things, but they haven't stuck in my memory.  Because,
>despite all the things I didn't like, there was even more that I *did*
>like.
>
>It was *tense*.  Not at most of the commercial breaks, which I'm sure they
>wanted to be tense, but inbetween which is harder to do.

In spite of the predictability of Xavier's return, I would have preferred
part of Greyson's organization, the teaming of humans with Immortals is a
threat to the existence of Immortals that can not be ignored by any
Immortal.

>I was afraid they were going to give Charlie a bulletproof vest, or,
>worse, make him immortal.  But they didn't.  And they managed to kill him
>(sort of).  I was impressed with that!  (And, of course, now Mac has to
>explain it all to him.)

Well, they have been trying very hard to find a gentle way to spring this
on Charlie, and obviously decided to rehash the deathbed scene from Shades
of Grey. I found it effective, but not encouraging, considering that the
series has not run that many different scenarios yet. If they are already
running out of ideas for staging, maybe they should get Internet access.  I
am certain fans could, and would, provide ideas for new characters and
scenarios that would keep this series alive.

>The story was pretty good, too!  It had a real plot, surprised me a few
>times, and only felt a little like it was being padded out to two
>episodes.

Funny, while I enjoyed the episode, as I enjoy most of Highlander, above
what passes for tv entertainment, I was struck by some cutting of potential
action scenes that certainly would have allowed them to stretch this two
part episode, if there was a problem.

They could have pulled additional scenes from the last appearance of
Xavier.

They could have pulled more and different scenes from appearances of
Darius.

They could have pulled more scenes of Horton from the Hunters.

They could have stretched the fighting with the mortals.

This episode did not need padding, if they did not wish it padded. There is
certainly much in the way of storyline that could have been added to this
episode, if they had wanted to do so. Dialogue could have been added to
explain Xavier's hand, where he has been, more detail of his teaming with
Horton, more detail of Dawson's lying to Macleod.

>All in all, it kept me *more* than interested enough to want to watch next
>week's conclusion.  Good for them!

Oh, no doubt about that. The series is well worth giving them time to
reveal their plot.

Stuart

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 21:15:57 GMT
From: rubio@han.paramax.com (Stuart Rubio)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL - Unholy Alliance

Michael J. Novak Jr. <dw901@cleveland.Freenet.Edu> wrote:
>And how about the fact that an immortal is using humans to weaken another
>immortal and take his head.  Why is it that Xavier St. Cloud is the first
>one we have seen come up with this idea?  Is he more evil than the other
>bad immortals we have seen, or simply more desperate with the loss of his
>left hand?

I liked the fact that Macleod played right to this by switching lead hands,
himself. It shows more of his capability.

I would like to point out that the idea of using mortals against other
Immortals is not new to the series. Duncan had a friend from China who was
working on a potion to create superior warriors, testing it on humans, and
was planning on doing this same thing as the Gathering summoned them all to
fight.

>Plus, Dawson still seems to have rats in his organization loyal to Hunter,
>despite his ordering Hunter's men to have no further contact with him.  I
>was just beginning to enjoy his character as well, and believe he may have
>been a good guy (after UCA when he helped Macleod out).

What I liked about Dawson's claims and protests was the fact that he claims
to have ordered all of the Watchers to shun Horton, yet, he continues to
help him, himself. Now, this is management by example. Now, Macleod needs
to find out that the cop in Run For Your Life was working directly with
Dawson and Horton.

Stuart

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 21:19:59 GMT
From: caslu1@delphi.com (Rick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: "Unholy Alliance"

<rtraym01@ulkyvx.louisville.edu> writes:
 >Just saw part one of "Unholy Alliance" last night and have a couple
>questions.  (I saw the pilot episode only and haven't gotten to see any
>of the rest) First of all, what relationship do Duncan and Dawson(?) have.
>At the end of the episode, Duncan seemed to be pretty ticked off at him.
 
At the end of season 1, Duncan's mentor, Darius, was murdered by a band of
humans who felt that all Immortals were a threat to humanity and needed to
be eliminated.  Duncan eventually discovered that the humans called
themselves Watchers and were led by a man named Horton.  However, Dawson
soon revealed to Duncan that the Watchers were a group that only wanted to
study Immortals and Horton was actually heading up a splinter faction of
the Watchers, called the Hunters.  Dawson is the leader of the good
Watchers and he and Duncan have a tenuous friendship that may be over now
that Duncan has learned that Dawson saved Horton's life after Duncan left
him for dead.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Television - Highlander (5 msgs) & SeaQuest (5 msgs) &
                       Lois and Clark (4 msgs) & 
                       Brisco County, Jr. (2 msgs) &
                       Deep Red & Red Dwarf V

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 05:03:55 GMT
From: doug.quinn@his.com (Doug Quinn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL - Unholy Alliance

Scott Streeter (ss@wpi.WPI.EDU) writes:
>The immortals have all these "rules", but nothing seems to happen if you
>break them. ... Of course the Watcher said in the crypt that not even St.
>Cloud would kill on holy ground, so that rule seems to be the biggie.  But
>there should be a punishment for these rules, or the rules alone would not
>keep most immortals in line.

Might this be a clue as to why Duncan was so miffed at Richie when he took
Mako's head?  Duncan repeatedly said that Mako wasn't a wacko or insane,
but merely a real stickler for the rules.  Seems to me Duncan might have
thought Mako was a bastard, but at least he followed the rules and Duncan
respected that a great deal.  Here it seems the Immortals have some fairly
major rules of conduct; it seems to me that the only way to enforce these
rules would be to police their own (i.e., giving the "cold shoulder" to
those who break the rules for a few hundred years), which means there's a
lot of responsibility on the head of every Immortal to "follow the rules."
Duncan respectes the rules; Mako follows the rules blindly; Duncan thinks
following the rules blindly is the lesser evil to ignoring the rules
completely, as Richie wants to do; ergo, Duncan gives Richie the cold
shoulder.  Makes sense to me, and it fits in great with recent events.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 18:24:31 GMT
From: barlas@bach.seattleu.edu (Atila Barlas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander

Where is MacLeod (and I just forgot his real name) from?  Did he star in
any of the original Highlander movies?

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 21:43:41 GMT
From: feline+@ri.cmu.edu (Carol S Boshears)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander fans

Just got this board and am thrilled to see so many Highlander fans.  My
husband, son and I are avid viewers.  We tape all episodes (as we do for
Trek:TNG, DS9).  I have to admit that I just love to look at Adrian Paul.
I'd love to meet him.  We are also Richie fans and haven't seen enough of
him (except of course for the recent episode).  It seemed to me that when
they parted that this is their out for Richie - we hope not!  After all, it
looks as if Duncan hung around with other immortals, or was at least good
friends with some of them before.  The episode that touched us a great deal
was the one where he re-met the photographer he had been in love with and
who rejected him in favor of her career (that he made possible with his
encouragement).  When he told her it was indeed him and she died, well....

Carol Boshears

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 06:37:15 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander

Atila Barlas (barlas@bach.seattleu.edu) wrote:
>Where is MacLeod (and I just forgot his real name) from?  Did he star in
>any of the original Highlander movies?

There are two Highlander MacLeods, played by two different actors.  In the
movies (thus far, including Highlander III:The Magician, which is currently
being filmed), there is Connor MacLeod, played by French actor Christopher
Lambert.

In the TV series, there is Duncan MacLeod, played by British actor Adrian
Paul.  Christopher Lambert appeared as Connor MacLeod, Duncan's mentor and
older clansman, in the series' pilot.  The character of Duncan MacLeod has
not appeared in the Highlander movies at all.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 06:41:17 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL:  Unholy Alliance

Just a little point I thought I'd make, since I've seen this error several
times already:

There is no Highlander episode called "Shades of Grey."  That title, I
believe, belongs to an extremely awful TNG episode.

The Highlander episode that you mean is called "Studies in Light."

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 03:19:14 GMT
From: omaha@u.washington.edu (Omaha Sternberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest: The Stinger 2-20-94

wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan) writes:
>The plot was mediocre, but I enjoyed the part at the end when Lucas lost
>the race.  At least seaQuest keeps you guesssing who's going to win the
>race, and that the seaQuest crew does not win/succeed EVERY time.  Shows
>get boring when the good guys win every time.  Overall, I give it a C+.

   I'd give it MAYBE a little higher, but not much. I WAS pleased when
Lucas did not win the race. It made the show a little more realistic.

>Hitchcock was like a teenager today.  She kept pouting with Lucas so much
>that it seemed that she was the same age as Lucas. As a Lt. Commander of a
>submarine, shouldn't she be a little more mature?  Also, her talk about
>sexism did not make much sense...a chainsaw and a screwdriver being MALE
>words?  I don't get it.  (I don't particularly like the liberalism, subtle
>or obvious, in this episode, or in any other episode.)

   I don't know. Hitchcock struck me as relating to Lucas on his level -
teenager. Despite being a `genius', he's still a kid.  I didn't get the
sexist situation either. I thought I must have missed something myself.  I
don't mind subtle liberalism, but this just struck me as stupid, not
subtle.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 05:53:53 GMT
From: mlanthie@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Michael Lanthier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 2-20-94

Karen Garrison (KGARRISO@ua1vm.ua.edu) wrote:
> Some woman-hater *must* have written this episode.  I have never seen so
> many slams towards women gathered in one place since I stumbled upon
> Andrew "Dice" Clay a few years back.  First off, Hitchcock was acting
> like a real witch and her maturity level wasn't far above Lucas'.  Yeah,
> she was under pressure, but she's a Lt. Commander on a submarine for
> crying out loud.  She should have shown more leadership.  I can
> understand her bitterness about losing the prototype and the R&D money,
> but her character was not handled well.

	Hmmm...  I don't know; I saw this in a different light.  I didn't
see it as being "anti-female" with Hitchcock as a bitch "during her time of
the month".  The project obviously meant a great deal to her.  When things
went horribly wrong, she simply became bitter and angry, as real people are
wont to do.  One of my main gripes about shows like sQ and ST:TNG is that
the "good guys" are always so sickeningly NICE and ever-so-polite.
Hitchcock's immaturity and bad manners were a refreshing change.  Reminds
me of the tension we saw between Ford and Krieg in a previous episode.

> Then there was the scenes with Krieg and his supply goon - catch those
> references to "eating disorders" (binge-purge-nag), the nagging, her
> physical appearance, divorce, etc.  You get the picture.  Then Ford's
> snide remark (to himself) about "I wonder why I'm still single," coupled
> with the remark about Lucas "needing a girlfriend."  Then there was
> Hitchcock's ridiculous diatribe to Lucas on sexist names... good grief!!

   Ok, this is different; I think you're right.  Poor taste and poor
judgment on behalf of the producers.
   I imagine that society 25 years from now will still be quite sexist.
Hitchcock probably had a bad time getting herself to where she is.  Some
resentment is normal, and I can understand why she would object to the name
"Stinger".  But that stupid little speech about chainsaws and boxing: what
the hell was that?  It made no sense at all!

> I had a real problem with the fact that the most sophisticated submarine
> in existence couldn't track an incoming bogey on Lucas.  With all the
> WSKRS deployed estpecially.  The excuse that they were too busy watching
> Lucas to notice didn't wash with me - shouldn't there be an alert when
> an unidentified object with an obvious trajectory enters the area?  And

   Yup.  That was pretty pathetic.  A huge, glaring hole that destroys
suspension of disbelief.  I hate it when things like this happen, and I
can't help but wonder why nobody points it out before shooting begins.

> Another unresolved plotline seemed to be the one where Lucas thought he
> was running the whole show alone.  Bridger dressed him down about the
> laminar flow bit, and the non-congratulations to the winner, and gave him
> a significant look when he was taking credit for the project, but it
> never seemed to resolve whether Lucas had ever really reconciled the fact
> that he needs to get his ego out of the way.  Surely his concession to
> Hitchcock about the name at the end isn't supposed to tell us that? He
> only did that because he lost!

   Again, I personally liked this part.  Lucas CAN be a snotty, arrogant
little jerk.  I'm happy to see that these traits don't simply disappear in
one touching episode where he sees the error of his ways.  Teaching the
young humility isn't easy.  Again, kudos to the show for giving us
characters that are not perfect, fake stereotypes.

> But I really *did* like the fact that he lost.  I liked his tears, his
> pouting - very typical and well acted. JB is a fine actor, and I think
> it is his portrayal of Lucas that really saves the character.  I also
> liked it that Bridger knew all along that they had a design flaw, but he
> didn't come right out and tell them.  That's pretty gutsy to risk all
> that money (on the other hand, it might be considered pretty hard
> hearted, too!)  to teach them a lesson.

   Yeah, but you KNEW that he was going to lose and, in the process, learn
a Valuable Lesson.  Still, it was well done: Lucas' reaction was indeed
very genuine.
   Lessons are well and good.  But a $200 000 lesson?  Mmmmm....

   All in all, not a bad episode.  Back in September, I thought this show
was just awful.  Things have changed for the better.  I find myself
pleasantly surprised by the good acting and by the believable character
interaction.  However, the actual stories are still disappointing, with the
plots often lacking focus and direction.
   Another little quibble with "Stinger": I know almost nothing about law
enforcement and military procedures and spheres of jurisdiction.
Nevertheless, the seaQuest's security team storming that warehouse seems
very silly.  I think this should have been handled by the local police!
 

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 19:12:52 GMT
From: neil@morgan.ucs.mun.ca (Neil Courtney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SeaQuest episode with Bill Shatner

I don't know if anyone else noticed, but when Milos Teslov (William Shatner
- - Captain Kirk of Star Trek) was talking with Bridger over the
communications channel, the last 7 characters of the call identification
which appears on the bottom of the communications screen were "NCC-1701",
the identification of the Enterprise on Star Trek.

Nice added touch, don't you think?

Neil M. Courtney
404 Barnes House
Paton College
St. John's, Nfld.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 23:27:45 GMT
From: ajain@acs.ryerson.ca (Atul Jain - ENVG/W94)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest episode with Bill Shatner

Also if you notice before the NCC1701 there are the letters JTK

Atul Jain
Environmental Health
Ryerson Polytechnic University
Toronto, Ontario Canada
ajain@hermes.acs.ryerson.ca

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 20:10:31 GMT
From: potts.39@popmail.acs.ohio-state.edu ("robert potts")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SeaQuest

As a new member, I don't know what all you have talked about in this area,
but I have a story about SeaQuest that you might find interesting.  A
friend of mine was doing some research with a couple of Marine Biologists
last summer (two of THE people in dolphin research.)  They told him that
the producers of SeaQuest came to ask them questions about what the future
holds as far as dolphin research is concerned.  So, these scientist told
them about the idea of having a computer that could translate dolphin
language into English.  But, the scientists told them, DON'T give the
computer a squeaky "Donald Duck" voice; that would be really stupid.  So,
what did the TV people do?  They put a translating computer with a squeaky
voice in the show.  I guess that shows what they think of scientists'
advice.

Robert Potts
potts.39@osu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 07:37:00 GMT
From: phulse@netcom.com (Paul B. Hulse)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Questions for L&C?

I work at Warner Brothers where Lois & Clark are filmed. If anyone out
there in Internet have questions for comments for the show, its stars or
producers, writers, etc. you can leave them here in this group.  I've been
passing on the Internet stuff I find for the last month or so.  They've
found it very interesting to read.

If there is an FAQ or archive of L&C articles somewhere in the world, can
you point it out to me? I'd love to retrieve it.

Paul B. Hulse
phulse@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 01:11:48 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L & C cancelled?!

A letter to the editor from someone named Louis Leck, in the Mar. 4 issue
of the COMICS BUYER'S GUIDE, states "it's been reported that ABC has
decided to cancel LOIS & CLARK: THE NEW ADVENTURES OF SUPERMAN."
Supposedly, "ABC feels there is not a solid hardcore viewer base for LOIS &
CLARK."

Mr. Leck doesn't provide a specific information source for this report.
Can anyone on this board provide official confirmation or corroboration or,
preferably, an official denial, for the bad news?  Also, if the report is
true, is the show being cancelled immediately, or at season end after the
episodes already made are shown?

Leck urges CBG readers to write ABC and ask them to reverse their decision.
I second the suggestion (even if this report is wrong and the show is not
cancelled at this point, a show of support can't hurt).  The address he
gives for writing ABC is:

Robert Iger, ABC-TV
2040 Avenue of the Stars
Century City, CA   90067

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 18:56:05 GMT
From: sykes@ms.uky.edu (Jeffery D. Sykes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: L & C cancelled?!

Bill Henley <aa396@cleveland.Freenet.Edu> wrote:
>Also, if the report is true, is the show being cancelled immediately, or
>at season end after the episodes already made are shown?

ABC earlier committed to an entire first season, so it will not be
cancelled before then.

Jeffery D. Sykes
University of Kentucky
Department of Mathematics		
sykes@ms.uky.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 23:55:57 GMT
From: tlg4@po.cwru.edu (TJ Goldstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L&C NOT cancelled -- yet

In response to the rumor that Lois and Clark had been cancelled, I called
producer Deborah Joy Levine's office and was told that if that was the
case, someone had neglected to tell them.

That's not to say you shouldn't go ahead and write the letters, though.
They also told me that the show has not yet been told whether it would get
a second season.

TJ Goldstein
tlg4@po.cwru.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 18:30:33 GMT
From: cfortan@eng.clemson.edu (Charles E. Fortanbary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Fox's E-mail address and Brisco County Jr.

I really liked this weeks episode of BC.  It was really good to see the
tie-in to the earlier show where Brisco pops back into the past to retrieve
the second ORB.  I had heard that Fox was going to drop the ORB storyline
from the show and make it a strictly western one.  I hope not!  The ORBS
add an interesting twist to the show.  If I wanted to watch a western, I'd
watch one of the upteen hundred showings of gunsmoke/bonanza that come on
every day..

So, could anyone email me the email address for FOX? 

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 03:24:59 GMT
From: omaha@u.washington.edu (Omaha Sternberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fox's E-mail address and Brisco County Jr.

   I'm afraid that the orbs are gone for good. Which isn't all that bad in
the end, but the show will not be `just another western'. You may have
never seen `Wild Wild West' but the offer to Brisco and Bowler at the end
by Cleveland was very much like that show. Which means that it won't be
`typical' western.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 23:12:45 GMT
From: wayno@sun2944b.chinalake.navy.mil (wayne fiebick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deep Red

I've been seeing adds on the SF channel for Deep Red coming in March.  does
anyone know what this is? Rerun, new show, foreign?

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 22:14:55 GMT
From: t935519@minyos.xx.rmit.edu.au (Bradley Alan Chalmers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RED DWARF V

In Australia we have just got the latest series of Red Dwarf and quite
frankly I was disappointed.
  The show was no way near as funny as the previous four series, so this
has lead me to do something I thought I would never ask anybody to do.
  I'm going to write to their fanzine and make the suggestion that the next
series of Red Dwarf should be the last series.  Hopefully the writers will
put all there creative talents into this series and make it the best of
them all.
  If Red Dwarf becomes stale it will truly be a tragedy for what was a
great show.

Brad Chalmers
t935519@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Television - Time Trax (8 msgs) & X-Files (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 16:13:34 GMT
From: quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca (Asif Quadri u)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Time Trax-stupidity of fugitives

Other than the fact that all the fugitives I've seen are men, I can't
understand why 100 odd fugitives from the 22nd century can't put their
brains together and try and get Darien. Surely Sahmbi would tip them off
that someone is out to get them and is sending them back. I've only seen
attempts of individual fugitives trying to get Lambert, why don't they work
together, get his PPT and send Lambert back so that they can all live
peacefully instead on sitting their like lame ducks waiting for Lambert to
come and pick them off one by one?

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 00:07:10 GMT
From: hefferma@pegasus.montclair.edu (Dennis F. Hefferman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time Trax-stupidity of fugitives

quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca (Asif Quadri u) writes:
>Other than the fact that all the fugitives I've seen are men, I can't
>understand why 100 odd fugitives from the 22nd century can't put their
>brains together and try and get Darien. Surely Sahmbi would tip them off
>that someone is out to get them and is sending them back. I've only seen
>attempts of individual fugitives trying to get Lambert, why don't they
>work together, get his PPT and send Lambert back so that they can all live
>peacefully instead on sitting their like lame ducks waiting for Lambert to
>come and pick them off one by one?

   Not that I think _Time Trax_ is of anything but execrable quality, and
not that I watch it frequently (I've seen five episodes), but:

   a) They're criminals.  They don't all trust one another.

   b) If they DID do that, HQ would only send someone else back to pick up
where Lambert left off, so it wouldn't really change anything.

   Actually, it might be fair to ask why they don't send more marshalls
back now, instead of waiting for Darien to find 100+ people.

Dennis Francis Heffernan
Montclair State College
hefferma@pegasus.montclair.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 15:55:39 GMT
From: quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca (Asif Quadri u)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time Trax-stupidity of fugitives

I think in the pilot they could only send Darien and then the machine
exploded or something like that.

What happened to that assistant of Sahmbi's in the 22nd century, who had a
look-alike working for the FBI in the 1990's. I thought Darien and her had
a relationship in the 22nd century, so what happened to her other
incarnation in the 1990's? She seems to have disappeared.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 21:37:53 GMT
From: dm9731@thor.albany.edu (MCCALL D. TODD)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time Trax-stupidity of fugitives

 The Trax machine is still functioning, in fact in at least one episode
they send Darien a briefcase with a holographic chip on it (containing some
information he had requested.) Also in another episode Darien refers to
'updates' regarding fugitives that he sent back to the future, which seems
to require that the Trax machine be operational, since it's the only time
travel they have. (I'd use the actual episode names, but I don't happen to
know them).

Todd McCall
dm9731@thor.albany.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 22:51:07 GMT
From: Elizabeth.A.Christophy@dartmouth.edu (Betty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time Trax-stupidity of fugitives

quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca (Asif Quadri u) writes:
> I think in the pilot they could only send Darien and then the machine
> exploded or something like that.

I don't think that's true.  After all, Darien sends people back to the
future, and once in a great while his bosses send someone back to him.  I
think he is the only one back in time because he alone has volunteered.
They don't think they need anyone else back there.  (Okay, I didn't say it
made sense, did I?)

> What happened to that assistant of Sahmbi's in the 22nd century, who had
> a look-alike working for the FBI in the 1990's. I thought Darien and her
> had a relationship in the 22nd century, so what happened to her other
> incarnation in the 1990's?  She seems to have disappeared.

The girl that Darien had a relationship with in the 22nd century died in
the pilot episode.  The look-alike in the 1990's was in a few episodes, but
I guess the powers-that-be didn't like the chemistry between her and Darien
(or the actors, really) and they wrote her out.  I think Darien just said
to her "I'll come looking for you if I ever need you again."

Betty
Elizabeth.A.Christophy@Dartmouth.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 09:41:00 GMT
From: COPI3RD@mvs.oac.ucla.edu (wesley c.green)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time Trax-stupidity of fugitives

Sahmbi is the only individual who fears Darien the most.  As proven in past
episodes, Sahmbi is the only person who recruits thugs (from either
past/present) for the purpose of eliminating Darien!

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 01:58:05 GMT
From: galen@efn.org (Galen Huntington)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time Trax-stupidity of fugitives

>Other than the fact that all the fugitives I've seen are men, I can't
>understand why 100 odd fugitives from the 22nd century can't put their
>brains together and try and get Darien. Surely Sahmbi would tip them off
>that someone is out to get them and is sending them back. I've only seen
>attempts of individual fugitives trying to get Lambert, why don't they
>work together, get his PPT and send Lambert back so that they can all live
>peacefully instead on sitting their like lame ducks waiting for Lambert to
>come and pick them off one by one?

   (a) I don't remember seeing any women either, but I will take this
opportunity to disclaim that I have not watched the show too consistently.
   (b) The 100 odd fugitives have no real way of contacting each other,
certainly not without alerting Lambert or someone else.  Most of them
probably don't know of each other specifically, and since they try to stay
low-profile, finding each other would not be easy, let alone setting up a
conspiracy.
   (c) As has been pointed out, they should hardly trust each other.  Just
recently there was an episode where two fugitives' paths crossed, the
result being that one blackmailed the other, who responded by murdering
him.  These aren't exactly social animals; I don't think they'd get along.
   (d) Last I heard, there were only rumors in the past that Lambert was
even there (then?).  More recently, everyone seems to know, but at least
for a while there no one knew there was even a target to conspire against.
   (e) What would sending Lambert back, or killing him, do for them anyway?
It would just give the future more information about the whereabouts of the
outlaws, so the next retriever they send will have a headstart and possibly
better preparations.  It might give one an advantage over the others, or
slow things down, but I don't know if that's worth conspiring for.
   (f) Sahmbi tip them off?  Why would he do that?  He's been paid.  I
don't see that he has any particular interest in the fugitives.  Not that
he'd have any easier a time finding them than anyone else; sure he sent
them, but did he watch where they went?

   Now I have a question of my own for anyone who knows.  I remember Sahmbi
spending billions building a giant machine to knock things into the future
(nuclear waste, in particular).  Yet Lambert has a little thing on his
keychain which does the exact same thing.  I thought at first maybe it only
reversed the effects of the initial jump (I never saw the first episode, so
this is speculation), thus it could work on fugitives.  But he seemed to
retime the aliens just fine the other day.
   What gives?

galen@efn.org

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 03:04:34 GMT
From: karmann@cwis.unomaha.edu (Kevin J. Karmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time Trax-stupidity of fugitives

galen@efn.org  writes:
>Now I have a question of my own for anyone who knows.  I remember Sahmbi
>spending billions building a giant machine to knock things into the future
>(nuclear waste, in particular).  Yet Lambert has a little thing on his
>keychain which does the exact same thing.  I thought at first maybe it
>only reversed the effects of the initial jump (I never saw the first
>episode, so this is speculation), thus it could work on fugitives.  But he
>seemed to retime the aliens just fine the other day.
>
>What gives?

Sahmbi had created a whole separate Trax machine.  Darien utilizes the one
from the future (that's why SELMA has to send the ad; to let them know that
the machine should be used to retrieve someone).  Darien simply has to
shoot them first with the PPT to get the proper combination of chemicals
for transport (if I remember the pilot correctly, one can not survive
transport without the chemical; that's why the fugitive in jail had to get
the drug from the envelope...).  Further, it isn't the two trips through
the Trax machine itself that causes problems, but rather two doses of the
drug...

Kevin

------------------------------

Date: 19 Feb 94 22:17:39 GMT
From: debbrown@delphi.com (Deborah Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE X-FILES - "E.B.E"

<debwalsh@delphi.com> writes:
>This is about as good an analysis as I've ever seen - it, too, gets a 10.
>The pacing of the episode was very different from earlier ones - felt like
>a roller-coaster ride with all the false leads and false starts.
 
I'm in complete agreement.  This episode was a study in complete
unpredictability.  You didn't know from what minute to another what was
going to happen.  Teevee doesn't get much better than this. :-)
  
>While I suspect Deep Throat (or "Deep Background" as Scully calls him) may
>have been telling Mulder at least some of the truth, I'm astounded by his
>arrogance - he's been risking Mulder and Scully's lives for his own
>expiation.  This man has been at the top for far too long ... should be
>very interesting indeed if they retain this plot thread and develop it in
>later episodes.
 
True... IF Deep Throat was telling Mulder the truth about why he has been
using them and who he is.  I'm not sure I believe him, but I can't say I
DISbelieve him either.  The mystery deepens. :-)
  
I'm hoping they DO develop this plot thread in later episodes.  Even with
the terrific stories they are telling, the relationships they've created
are fascinating.  Mulder and Scully... Mulder and Deep Throat...  it just
leaves us wanting MORE.
 
Thank you Fox Network for renewing the X Files for another season!  Thank
you Fox Network for even carrying it!  Thank you Chris Carter for having
the idea.  Well, I'm off to watch E.B.E. again. :-D
 
Debbie Brown
debbrown@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Feb 94 05:22:23 GMT
From: vghoward@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Scully & Mulder's relationship

Oh, I'm not arguing about Scully's actions.  But look: She didn't know
where Mulder was until AFTER she subdued the security guy and the "grunge
kids" (LOVE the way they depict my generation on this series - :)) told her
where Mulder went.  Yes, she was concerned for Mulder's life but, WHY was
she was adamant, right off?
 
I failed to specify that in referring to Scully "blowing a gasket," I meant
her attitude after she rescued Mulder.  She was pretty pissed - probably
had a right to be, too.  Her anger seemed directed toward Mulder as well.
 
vghoward@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 15:57:23 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE X-FILES - "E.B.E"

Great analysis of E.B.E., one of the best hours of television I've seen in
a couple of years.  The sense of paranoia, the layers of betrayal and
deception, and the revelation that there was nothing at the end of the
quest except more lies, made for an extraordinarily riveting episode.

The use of Deep Throat was brilliant.  We saw so much of him, but learned
nothing, really, except that we still don't know anything about him at all.
Certainly that story he fed Mulder at the end was a line of bull, or at the
very least, the tip of an iceberg.  I found it sadly ironic that Mulder
chose to thank DT for his assistance the moment after DT had passed him a
faked photo.

Just about every scene was a memorable one: the Lone Gunman characters; the
partiers waiting for the UFOs; the scene where Mulder trashes his apartment
(more in a fit of anger than anything I think; if he'd been thinking
rationally he could've borrowed a bug-sweeping device from the office);
Scully's little speech about Mulder's passion and how he's the only one she
trusts, etc..  By the way, there is no doubt that there is a lot more to
Scully we don't know, and I imagine there will be some interesting
revelations about why she has been assigned to keep an eye on Mulder.

Well, like Mulder, I don't know which lie to believe, so I wait on
tenderhooks for further developments.  I love this John LeCarre-ish
atmosphere of double agentry; this is definitely the direction I hope the
writers take the show in.

Paula V.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 22:41:20 GMT
From: karmann@cwis.unomaha.edu (Kevin J. Karmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE X-FILES - "E.B.E"

vghoward@delphi.com writes:
> I agree with you on many of your points regarding "E.B.E."
> Unfortunately, many of my friends who are merely "casual" viewers of THE
> X-FILES hated the episode.  It would seem that most of this series'
> recently acquired viewers like the show for its mutant/supernatural
> serial killers rather than the UFO plotlines.  (One pal bemoaned,
> "ANOTHER UFO plot?  That's all this show does!"  Any diehard X-Filer
> knows that this isn't true.  There have only been five UFO episodes, so
> far - six, if you count "GenderBender," which I myself do not.)

I rather like the variation of plots.  When I first saw promos for THE
X-FILES (last summer during the movie FOX's 12:01 movie), I was a bit
concerned about over-emphasis on UFO plots.  And, while I thoroughly
enjoyed the first episode, I feared at the time that it would get too much
into the conspiracy elements.  But many of the episodes inbetween has
convinced me that there's enough variation to make the series work well.
Were "E.B.E." the first episode of THE X-FILES, I probably would've been
even more concerned, since things like "Project Majestic," etc..  All
around, though, the series has been too well balanced to say that there's
too much of anything, really.

I enjoy both kinds of plots.  "E.B.E." is definitely my favorite alien
story so far; the atmosphere was so enthralling that it couldn't help but
be impressive.  I also like the other stories, though, too.  I, like Chris
Carter, am a fan of KOLCHAK: THE NIGHT STALKER (which, incidentally, I
hadn't even seen until last summer).  By now, however, I consider THE
X-FILES superior (in every way) to THE NIGHT STALKER.
  
> I guess what I liked most about "E.B.E." is that it required the viewer
> to do some investigative work, like what the characters were doing, too.
> Here are some questions that were raised, which I noticed you didn't
> mention:

Well, there is a lot of interesting points here that could be explored...

> #1 - What was the truck driver shooting at?  And what was the
> radioactive, white material that Mulder retrieved from the site?

I noticed that they never went back to that.  

> #2 - Was Scully's blue pen bugged when she loaned it to the woman at the
> car rental place?  My theory: It doesn't matter.  The fact is, Mulder and
> Scully have always been bugged, we can assume.

At the time, I hadn't considered it, but thinking back that's another one
of those subtle things thrown in.

> #3 - Was Scully's attache case being set down significant?  Maybe, maybe
> not.  Mulder could have knocked it down, but, remember, he was seen
> coming in the office from another door.  We don't know if he ever passed
> through.  Also note that Scully appears to have difficulty looking at
> Mulder when he tells her that they can only count on one another and are
> alone in this situation.  It could be interpreted as though her
> conscience is starting to bother her.  Remember, she never once asked
> Mulder if he trusted her.  Let's face it, Mulder really has no reason to.
> So the question is: Is there a message for her that somebody in the
> Bureau put inside her case?  This situation could be proof that Scully
> knows more than she's lead Mulder and the viewer to believe.

Anything's possible.  However, the way I interpretted things, that wasn't
another door (to the outside, at least), but the door to an inner office.
Remember, Scully sees her attache case knocked over and then we hear a
filing cabinet slammed shut over where Mulder is.

I really don't know about Scully knowing more than we see, but it seems
possible...

> #4 - Obviously, shady government officials arranged it so that the truck
> driver could continue on his trip.  But was the E.B.E.  still on board?
> Think about - they could have quickly removed the creature and had the
> truck continue its path in order to distract the UFOs tracking it.

That would make sense.

There's definitely many directions they can take after "E.B.E."

------------------------------
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Date: 26 Feb 94 07:39:33 GMT
From: MDuPree@world.std.com (Micky DuPree)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Scully & Mulder's relationship

vghoward@delphi.com writes:
>Oh, I'm not arguing about Scully's actions.  But look: She didn't know
>where Mulder was until AFTER she subdued the security guy and the "grunge
>kids" (LOVE the way they depict my generation on this series - :)) told
>her where Mulder went.  Yes, she was concerned for Mulder's life but,
>WHY was she was adamant, right off?

Because of fear, worry, an abiding sense of responsibility for her
partner's well-being, and a suspicion of conspiracy and coverup that they
both already had some grounds for.  Note the following sequence of events:

1. After seeing the returned, quasi-amnesiac pilot, Mulder planted the
   hypothesis in her mind that "they" could erase memories.  Scully doesn't
   necessarily come to the same final conclusions as Mulder about unusual
   phenomena, but she certainly seems suggestible while they're out in the
   field (remember her anxiety over the mosquito bites in the pilot).
2. Scully and Mulder were stopped, warned, and Mulder punched, by security
   goons.  "You will pack and leave town immediately, or assume the
   consequences of intense indiscretion."  Why should Scully assume they
   were just bluffing?
3. Mulder told her about the mysterious stranger who had warned him off in
   Washington and the fact that his phone had been tapped, and they worked
   it out that the airbase had known they were coming (and had sent that
   helicopter looking for them).
4. Mulder said he was going to go take a shower and pack, but instead he
   went driving off.  Where would you think he was going, if you were in
   Scully's place?
5. Mulder dropped out of contact for a full night at the least.  What
   evidence or reassurance did Scully have that Mulder wouldn't run into
   another squad of goons who were perfectly willing to erase memories,
   "disappear" someone, or arrange an "accident" to protect their secret?
6. Come morning, all the phones were dead.  There could be no appeals to
   Bureau authority, intervention, backup, or aid.  What evidence or
   reassurance did Scully have that Mulder's very life, and possibly her
   own as well, didn't rest solely on her actions in the immediate future?
7. Scully came back to find "journalist" Paul Mossinger searching her room.
8. Scully heard a walkie-talkie in Mossinger's car saying, "Base to
   Redbird," etc.
9. In his car, she discovered an Airbase Security picture ID for Mossinger
   and a gun.
10. Mossinger smashed the car window (Why?  She wasn't going anywhere; he
   had the keys.) and went for the gun.  Scully grabbed the gun first and
   only then pointed it at him.  Say what you will about the dubious
   legality of what either of them had just been doing (invading her room
   vs. invading his car).  I could make a case that it was self-defense for
   Scully to hold the gun on him at that point.
11. Scully told Mossinger to radio and find out where Mulder was.  Then the
   grunge kids drove up and told her they waited for Mulder to get back off
   the base, but he never returned.  (What really seemed to get Mossinger
   to comply with her demand to produce Mulder was not the gun, which was
   pointed at him, but Scully threatening to have "every newspaper in
   America out here writing about your experimental aircraft.")
12. Finally, Mossinger says, "There are other ways to go about this."
   Scully replies, "Yeah, I've already seen what you get with tears and a
   sad story."

>I failed to specify that in referring to Scully "blowing a gasket," I
>meant her attitude after she rescued Mulder.  She was pretty pissed -
>probably had a right to be, too.  Her anger seemed directed toward Mulder
>as well.

I saw no anger in Scully in the immediate aftermath of the rescue.  In the
car, taking Mulder back to town, she showed 1) concern, by asking if he was
OK, and 2) fear, when he asked how did he get there.  She certainly had a
right to be pissed, but she only really got testy with him once before the
end of the episode.  After being rebuffed by the woman who had made the
original kidnapping complaint, Mulder was talking like he was about to go
gallivanting off again.  That was when Scully dug her heels in and said,
that's it, we're getting out of here, we don't know anything more than when
we got here.  I think her insistence was born of fear, for both of them.
Mulder endangers himself and her, and it frequently yields them nothing.
One can admire Mulder's determination and courage, but as the pragmatist of
the two, Scully's virtually obligated to object to grandstand plays.

Micky

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 15:28:37 GMT
From: burough@polarbear.cig.mot.com (Irv L. Burough)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-files

I think its also important to remember that DT had said at the shark tank
that "a lie is convincingly hidden between two truths". Later at the end in
level 6 where Mulder gains access to see what he hoped was the EBE, DT
stated 1: "it's no good to look it's dead" 2: DT stated "years ago if EBE's
were encountered it was agreed by all world bodies they should be
exterminated, and 3: DT had shot and killed an EBE.

My uptake on this is that DT feels very bad about killing an alien life
form, and I believe he did, reluctantly, and is telling the truth in this
case.  I also believe he told the truth that the EBE was dead. The lie in
this case is that there really was no conspiracy by any world body to
exterminate EBE's if seen.  So 1 and 3 are the truths and number 2 above is
the lie. The fact may be that it's agreed by both the world governments and
the EBE's that they (EBE's) have access to research genetics etc. and any
downed UFO's and dead EBE's may be studied for better understanding of
alien or exobiology.

A lie is convincingly hidden between two truths.  -DT

DT, I believe is genuine in his belief that the public should know of the
governmental coverup on UFO phenomena, but believes the world should come
to terms with many issues first, and could be made aware of their (EBE's)
presence slowly over time.

And now for the kicker, (Chris Carter do you have your ears on). I believe
DT is connected with EBE research in that he works with not only for the
government of the US of A, but also works in consort with the many types of
EBE's studing Earth, and he himself is not of this world. DT may, I believe
reveal this is in later episodes by revealing his EBE side of himself and
may introduce Mulder to other EBE's and what they are trying to achieve
here on the Big Blue Marble. Incidently, anyone intereted in a factual book
on this subject is stronly encouraged to read Timothy Good's book "Alien
Contact: Top-Secret UFO Files Revealed"

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 16:27:04 GMT
From: freeman@wvnvaxa.wvnet.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People 

The next story starting March 5 is called "Monsoon Man" dealing with two
villains and a rain making machine.  According to TV Guide, which actually
has a 1/2 page article on the show, the story will "boast a spectacular
climax."
 
One thing that seems strange is that the accompanying photograph only
contains the 3 Tomorrow People that have dominated "The Culex Experiment."
Adam Pierce, who plays Kevin, doesn't appear.  What's the deal, are they
going to kill him off this Saturday?

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 05:10:44 GMT
From: akomins@ellis.uchicago.edu (arin komins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tomorrow people

I'm miffed that the article in the new TV Guide makes no mention of the old
Tomorrow people.  I liked the old show, which had real classic British
special effects, like the bouncing bubbles from the episode "The Living
Skins".

In general, I've liked the old stories better, but it's nice to see that
there has been enough interest generated to start another series.

Maybe the Sci-fi Channel will pick up the old shows for rerelease.  Still,
I'm thankful that I already have them on tape.

Arin
akomins@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 19:16:12 GMT
From: leew@id1.indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SFTV: Info on Island City PTEN Pilot Movie

[Here's some info on the PTEN Pilot Movie "Island City" made available by
executive producer Johnathan Glassner.]

				ISLAND CITY

Written by: Jonathan Glassner
Directed by: Jorge Montesi
Produced by: Chris Chulack
Executive Producers: Jonathan Glassner, Bruce Sallen, Lee Rich
Special Effects: Stargate Films

Starring: Kevin Conroy, Brenda Strong, Eric McCormack, Pete Koch,
          and Constance Marie

Premiers during 2 week period starting Feb 28, 1994 on PTEN stations.  (see
the separate list posted for local stations and airdates.)

Premise:

In the not too distant future a super advanced anti-aging vaccine turns
most of the human population of Earth into horrible beasts known as
"recessives."  These creatures look human; however, they are much bigger
and much stronger.  They have super hearing and eyesight, but their brains
have been scrambled.  The recessives have lost all memory of who they once
were, of human decency and kindness.  All that remains is brutality.

Fortunately, some normal humans survive the disaster.  Over the years they
have migrated from all over the world to the last bastion of humanity, to a
walled, highly fortified city called "ISLAND CITY!"

In the year 2075, Island City has become a wonderful place where the
amazing world of genetic engineering has cured cancer, hunger, and created
strange new creatures to roam its surface.  The two million citizens of
Island City live well, fairly oblivious to the horrors that lie just
outside its walls.

The military-like unit responsible for going outside the walls and
defending the city from the brutal recessives is called HAZ-LIB ONE.  The
Haz-Lib team goes into the dangerous wastelands daily for intelligence
recon and surgical combat against the Recessives, and to rescue the pockets
of normal humans that are still out there.  The team travels in two
super-advanced armored vehicles that are outfitted with high tech weaponry
and navigation.

Haz- Lib's five principal members are:

Commander Tom Valdoon: Tom is 72 years old, but he looks and feels 40,
thanks to a genetic "fountain of youth" treatment.  Tom's father was the
chief scientist who created the anti-aging vaccine that caused the
disaster.

It is for this reason that Tom feels such an overwhelming desire to give
back some of what his father took away.  Tom was one of the original
settlers of Island City and formed the military unit he still commands.
Tom carries with him the wisdom of his 72 years, and the strength and
agility of his 40 year old body.

Dr. Samantha Helding: 60 years old, looks and feels a very beautiful 30.
Sam's job in the unit is mostly that of scientist.  On missions into the
wasteland she tends to any medical needs of the Deep Lib team, but she also
studies the Recessives.  Sam is married to a 70 year old man who refused to
take the "fountain of youth" treatment out of a distrust for modern genetic
science.  Sam is having serious marital problems because her husband cannot
keep up with her.  She constantly has to resist her attraction to the very
handsome and vital Tom who is close to her age both mentally and
physically.

Chief Technical Officer Gregg 23: 35.  Gregg was born "in a test tube" as
part of an early experiment in cloning that attempted to make the perfect
man.  He is one of 42 physically identical men that were born out of the
same experiment.  The experiment failed in that all the "brothers" are
superior in some areas, but inferior in others.  Gregg got the superior
brains, but the inferior physical coordination.  He's a klutz with a double
genius level I.Q.  Gregg struggles with a constant identity crisis,
especially when he encounters one of his identical "brothers."  Gregg
designed most of the technology the Deep Lib unit uses both in its high
tech underground headquarters and it's Deep Lib vehicles.  On missions,
Gregg mans the equipment in the Deep Lib vehicle.

Arms Specialist Michael Mendi: 30. Mendi is the product of a mother who was
raped by a recessive.  He is half recessive.  Michael was lucky enough to
get the recessive's superior strength and senses, but he kept a fairly
normal brain.  Michael is in constant battle with himself to control the
recessive nature within him.  For example, he has a short temper, tends to
prefer raw meat, and accidentally breaks things... like concrete walls.
Michael is the muscle on the wasteland missions and sometimes is called to
go undercover among the recessives.

Communications Specialist Connie Sealle: 30 (really).  Connie joins the
unit after her husband, a former member of Deep Lib, is lost in the
wastelands.  She still dreams of finding her husband.  Connie was left with
a 16 year old, troublesome son named Ty.  In 2075, drugs are no longer a
problem.  Virtual reality addiction is the new problem.  Ty spends most of
his time in the computer generated world of virtual reality, visiting his
father, or escaping Island City.  The rest of his time is spent protesting
the laws of the city and the policies of Haz-Lib One.

The Two hour movie is about the loss of and search for Andy Sealle,
Connie's husband.  It also explores many of the interesting pleasures and
struggles of life in "Island City."  Enjoy!

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 23:26:26 GMT
From: akomins@ellis.uchicago.edu (arin komins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Isis

Anybody out there remember a show about a schoolteacher who could turn into
Isis with the use of some old Egyptian jewelry.

It was sort of like the other live-action comic book types, like Captain
Marvel (Shazam?) and The Incredible Hulk.

Thanks.

Arin
akomins@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 00:35:08 GMT
From: jezor@panix.com (Jonathan I. Ezor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Isis

As I recall, Isis (played perhaps by Joanna Cassidy?) was a schoolteacher
in real life who wore an Egyptian brooch.  When danger threatened, she
said, "Oh Mighty Isis," and transformed into this Egyptian goddess.  Also,
when she wanted to fly, she said, "Oh zephyr winds which blow on high, Lift
me now so I can fly!"

And she did.

I actually think DC did a comic book starring this character.  Can anyone
add anything more?  Do you want to?  

Jonathan I. Ezor
jezor@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 02:26:45 GMT
From: jeffv@physics.ubc.ca (Jeff Vavasour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Isis

jezor@panix.com (Jonathan I. Ezor) writes:
>I actually think DC did a comic book starring this character.  Can anyone
>add anything more?  

I know there was a comic, I had an issue or two of it, many, many years ago
(at least 17 years anyway).

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 15:24:07 GMT
From: Elizabeth.A.Christophy@dartmouth.edu (Betty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Isis

Sure, I loved Isis.  It's the only show I know where the love interest to
the alter-ego of the Superhero actually considered that their
boy/girlfriend might actually be a Superhero.  Isis's boyfriend would
sometimes say "Hey, how come you are never around when Isis is?  Maybe..."
Then, of course, he would always say, "Nah, not possible."  But at least he
considered it, which is more than I can say for Steve Trevor (Wonder
Woman's boyfriend).

Betty
Elizabeth.A.Christophy@Dartmouth.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 18:07:46 GMT
From: aa474@cleveland.freenet.edu (John Koliha)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Isis

Isis was played by Joann Carson.

She also had a career in soft-core porn movies in the late 60's early 70's.
Rumor has it that when PLAYBOY magazine featured this fact (along with a
topless photo) it was Soyonara-time for ISIS.

A pretty good show, all in all, that talked about teenage problems in a
non-preachy way.

One neat episode was when Isis teamed up with CAPTAIN MARVEL (played by
Jackson Bostwick).

John

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 21:40:20 GMT
From: RSSMITH@chemical.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (R Scott Smith, Librarian,)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Isis

>I actually think DC did a comic book starring this character.  Can anyone
>add anything more?  Do you want to?

It was part of a DC TV comic line, which also included Shazam and the
Superfriends.

R Scott Smith

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 02:10:42 GMT
From: smt0@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (STEFAN M. THIEME)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Okay, I give up [Prisoner]

Having watched the end of the Prisoner on the SF channel for the umpteenth
sign, I just have to know...what does it mean? Is there some faq or
something out there? 

smt0@lehigh.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Television - The New Twilight Zone (18 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 16:47:43 GMT
From: jlpicard@austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

[everyone's favorite new _Twilight Zone_ episodes deleted]

Ah, the memories you've all brought back! A damn shame it was cancelled...I
hope they syndicate it around here sometime soon.

What I liked about it the most, I guess, was that a lot of the stories were
short stories I'd read before, and it was fun to see them filmed (and they
typically did a really good job of translating them to the screen, too).

Let's see, the one about the guy who was made "invisible" for a year was by
Robert Silverberg. Wish I could remember the title.

The one about the "secret" that made people insane was by Sydney Sheldon (I
was surprised).

"I of Newton" was by Joe Haldeman.

"Shatterday" was, of course, by Harlan Ellison.

"The Last Defender of Camelot" (not one of the more successful episodes,
IMHO) was by Roger Zelazny, screenplay by George R.R. Martin.

The one about the kid who has to take an "exam" and has too high an IQ was,
I believe, by Robert Bloch.

"A Saucerful Of Secrets" (w/ Shelley Duval) was Theodore Sturgeon, as was
the one about the couple that find themselves a few minutes in the future
(and find that the future is being 'constructed')(BTW, Stephen King kind of
ripped this off in his novella "The Langoliers").

I never saw "Dead Run" (about the trucker who takes souls to Hell), but it
sounds an awful lot like a Greg Bear short story.

"The Cold Equations" was the (in)famous Tom Godwin short story.

And, of course, their (terribly botched) version of Arthur C. Clarke's
"The Star" (I have heard it rumored that this was the episode that resulted
in Ellison quitting in disgust; can anyone verify?)

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
Austin, TX USA
jlpicard@austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 18:12:00 GMT
From: st1r8@elroy.uh.edu (B.J. Guillot)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

quennevc@ERE.UMontreal.CA (Quenneville Charles) writes...
>Robert Klein is a salesman trying to cope with the changing technology and
>the new products that he has to sale. One morning at breakfast his wife
>(Roseanne Arquette) says to his child "Don't forget your dragon (or
>something like that)" instead of "Don't forget your lunch"... and little
>by little it seems that the vocabulary is changing by itself (spoken and
>written) and after a couple of days he can't understand what people are
>saying (and no one understand him). At the end his starts to learn that
>new vocabulary with his kids (from some kids's book).

This one just came on in Houston a few days ago, but the wife was played by
Annie Potts.  And the word for "lunch" was "dinosaur".  The name of the
episode was "WORDPLAY".

B.J. Guillot
Houston, Texas USA

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 18:48:12 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

jlpicard@austin.ibm.com writes:
>I never saw "Dead Run" (about the trucker who takes souls to Hell), but it
>sounds an awful lot like a Greg Bear short story.

I was amused when I saw it after ST:TNG started, because it has both Brent
Spiner (Data) and John DeLancie (Q) in it.  Spiner played someone being
sent to hell for either deserting or avoiding the draft, I forget which,
while DeLancie played an administrator of Hell (which I *really* think was
good casting :)).

>And, of course, their (terribly botched) version of Arthur C.  Clarke's
>"The Star" (I have heard it rumored that this was the episode that
>resulted in Ellison quitting in disgust; can anyone verify?)

I can't verify, but I can understand.

I wouldn't call it "terribly botched."  Their ending did change the entire
meaning of the story but, it was just as valid an ending.  It was not a
bad ending, or a wimpy ending; it was just different from Clarke's original
ending.  Or, one can say that it just continued after Clarke's story ended.

SPOILERS below.

For those who have read the story but not seen the NTZ episode, it pretty
much followed the story until the end.  Then, the priest is in a quandry
about his god having destroyed an entire people just to light a start above
a certain manger in Bethlehem.  But instead of staying in despair, he talks
with someone (the captain?), who convinces him that the people who were
destroyed died willingly, so that others might be saved; that they left
their best to be found, and did not go screaming in rage.  (The dialogue
was better than I can write, sorry :).)

It was a different ending, true.  But not necessarily a `botched' one.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 18:51:39 GMT
From: d-thiel@uiuc.edu (David Thiel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

jlpicard@austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker) writes:
>And, of course, their (terribly botched) version of Arthur C. Clarke's
>"The Star" (I have heard it rumored that this was the episode that
>resulted in Ellison quitting in disgust; can anyone verify?)

"The Star" is one of my favorite Clarke short stories, and was very
disappointed that what was otherwise a well-done adaptation was given a
tacked-on ending which *completely* worked against the point of the
original. Perhaps the producers or the network shied away because it
would've made for a very downbeat Christmas episode.

While it wasn't "The Star" that got Ellison to walk, it was another story
he wrote for the Christmas show. "Nackles" was about a white bigot who
tells black children that instead of Santa, they would be visited by a very
horrible, and very white, monster. Naturally, the bigot discovers that the
monster is quite real, but it turns out to be *black*. The network balked,
and Ellison rewrote it so that Nackles would appear with different faces -
Asian, Native American, etc.. The network rejected it again, and that's
when Ellison walked.

I read the script when it was published in an issue of the old TWILIGHT
ZONE magazine (don't ask me which issue, I don't know), and I found that I
agreed with the network. Just desserts or not, sending a black monster (or
"monster of color," if you will) to kill a white man would send pretty much
the same message to the viewing audience that the bigot was expressing in
his tale of a white monster killing black kids.

Ultimately, the segment was replaced with "But Can She Type?," in which a
secretary travels to an alternate universe where office workers are
respected above all others. It had nothing to do with Christmas, but the
producers added a decorated tree or two to the background to help it tie
into the theme.

Despite the Christmas debacle, THE TWILIGHT ZONE produced many thought-
provoking (and even controversial) stories.

David Thiel
d-thiel@uiuc.edu                      

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 19:00:48 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

shou@midway.uchicago.edu writes:
>How about the one where the guy (I think it was the same guy who plays Q
>on Star Trek NG) shows up at the door with the "$10,000 but someone will
>die" device?

No, it wasn't John DeLancie.  It was another bit actor, he's been in lots
of things.  And it was, "if you press this button, you and your wife will
receive $100,000, and someone, someone you don't know, will die."  Since
they are in dire financial straights, they are sorely tempted to press it.

Spoilers!

At the end, they press the button, almost in a fit of madness.  The guy
comes to the door some time later, and gives them their money, and takes
the box.  "What'll you do with it?" they ask.  "We'll make the same offer
to someone else.  Someone you don't know."

------------------------------

Date: 3 Feb 94 19:41:46 GMT
From: d-thiel@uiuc.edu (David Thiel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

Some other favorite stories from the new TWILIGHT ZONE:

"Dealer's Choice" - A group of card-playing buddies discover that the new
guy is actually the Devil, and that he's come for one of them.

"The Beacon" - A motorist is stranded in a strange community watched over
by an ominous lighthouse.

"Her Pilgrim Soul" - The image of a fetus appears in a scientist's
experimental holographic projector. It rapidly grows to womanhood, and the
scientist discovers himself falling in love with what may or may not be a
real person.

"The Misfortune Cookie" - An ill-tempered restaurant critic discovers
fortune cookies that really work, and gets his just desserts.

"Quarantine" - A weapons manufacturer is unfrozen from cryogenic sleep by
members of a utopian society, in order to perform a task which requires his
technological skills.

"Shelter Skelter" - A survivalist gets his chance to try out his fallout
shelter.

And, how could I have forgotten:

"The Once and Future King" - An Elvis impersonator finds himself back in
Memphis, where the real Presley (who is yet to cut his first record)
mistakes him for his dead twin brother.

David Thiel
d-thiel@uiuc.edu                      

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 01:10:37 GMT
From: lwv26@cas.org (Larry W. Virden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

There you went and did it.  While I loved most of the ones you all have
mentioned, Cold Equations and Paladin (isn't that part of the name of one -
where the man is keeper of a few lost seconds of time?) were the two that
most stick in my mind.

As for folk who say 'isn't that just like such and such a story I read' -
most of the new TWZ were written by the various SF writers of today.

Anyone remember the Christmas NTZ that DID air - where a man discovers that
his attempt to steal Christmas presents doesn't turn out exactly as he
plans?

Larry W. Virden
674 Falls Place
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068-1614
lvirden@cas.org

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 03:42:38 GMT
From: quantum@circle.cs.jhu.edu (Ariel Halpern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

I can't believe how many episodes I saw, because I remember almost all the
ones you've mentioned.  One of my other favorites that I haven't seen
posted is the one with David Naughton (I think) where there are hidden
cameras in his house, and his whole life is on tv...a ratings smash.  When
he finds out, his wife whispers "Don't blow it, the ratings are great."
The only problem is, I don't remember how it ends. Can someone help me?

One episode that people keep mentioning that I don't remember at all is the
one about the kid who has to take an "exam" and has too high an IQ.  What
was that about?

I also thought Dan Hedeya was a great devil in the one where the guys
gather around to play cards.

Ari Halpern
Johns Hopkins University
quantum@cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 07:12:23 GMT
From: phin@west.darkside.com (Phineas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

The one I liked the best (besides Paladin) was the woman who found a device
(watch?) that would freeze time (except for her) whenever she yelled
"Stop!".  Think of all the fun you could have with such a device, and yet
by the end (of course) it turns into a nightmare.  I won't give it away
though.  I would have really liked to have seen this series continued.  Is
FOX not re-running it?  I thought I saw a listing for it with the FOX
affiliate here, but perhaps it was the old one.

Phineas Narco

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 14:33:03 GMT
From: john@uhs1.uhs.uga.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

phin@west.darkside.com (Phineas) writes:
>The one I liked the best (besides Paladin) was the woman who found a
>device (watch?) that would freeze time (except for her) whenever she
>yelled "Stop!".  Think of all the fun you could have with such a device,
>and yet by the end (of course) it turns into a nightmare.

The episode was called "A Little Peace And Quiet" and a nightmare is an
understatement.  More than any other episode, this one really gives me the
willies.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 14:39:41 GMT
From: marshall@exg106.rh.psu.edu (Marshall Maresca)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

Ariel Halpern (quantum@circle.cs.jhu.edu) wrote:
>One episode that people keep mentioning that I don't remember at all is
>the one about the kid who has to take an "exam" and has too high an IQ.
>What was that about?

I forget the title of it, but it was only about ten minutes long, and in
the hour long show, was strung with "A Message from Charity".  In it, the
boy is being tested, and is very excited about it and wants to do very
well, but his parents seem sad.  After he's tested, they contact his
parents and tell them his score was too high, and what do they want done
with the body.  Very creepy, but kind of predictable.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Feb 94 18:45:46 GMT
From: ron@burger.wimsey.com (Ron Currie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

> Clarke's "The Star" (I have heard it rumored that this was the episode
> that resulted in Ellison quitting in disgust; can anyone verify?)

I had a chance to interview George R.R. Martin (a really nice guy, BTW)
about the new TZ, among other things, some time ago. The story about Harlan
E. quitting goes something like this:

Harlan was supposed to direct an episode for the Christmas show in which Ed
Asner played a bigot who said something like "Santa don't visit little
nigger kids". He tells these little black kids that there is an Evil Santa,
names Jingles (Or something like that) who travels via rocket sled in the
sewers. He sneaks up on black kids and kills 'em. or something.  Anyway,
the long and the short of the story is that Jingles shows up and eats Ed
Asner. Jingles is, of course, black.

The network canned the segment the day it was supposed to start. This was
after numerous alterations to the script (cutting out violence, making
Jingles representative of ALL races, etc.). Harlan walked out in protest.

This is why the Christmas TZ featured a lame re-make of Art Carney's
Christmas show from the original series instead of a nasty (but
fun-sounding) story with Ed Asner.

P.S. Harlan is, apparently, no fun to work with... but worth it.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 06:12:38 GMT
From: shows@athena.mit.edu (Marlon Shows)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

What was Nightcrawlers about?

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 11:27:43 GMT
From: phin@west.darkside.com (Phineas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

shows@athena.mit.edu (Marlon Shows) writes:
> What was Nightcrawlers about?

I thought it was about a Vietnam vet whose flashbacks became real.

Phineas

------------------------------

Date: 5 Feb 94 12:15:56 GMT
From: lwv26@cas.org (Larry W. Virden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

Nightcrawlers was a very disturbing (to me) piece about a Vietnam vet and
the terrible effects the war had on him, physically, mentally, emotionally.

Larry W. Virden
674 Falls Place
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068-1614
lvirden@cas.org

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 06:52:32 GMT
From: do261@cleveland.freenet.edu (Mike Weber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

I remember watching The New Twilight Zone when it first came out, but don't
recall any of the episodes being all that good. The only ones I can
remember are:

The remake of After Hours (Girl is actually a store mannequin that came to
   life - better effects showing her transformation)

An episode in which a weasally food critic goes to Hell and has to spend
   eternity eating bad oriental food.

An episode in which a secretary travels to a parallel universe (via coffee
   machine?) where secretaries are heroes.
      

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 18:12:56 GMT
From: d-thiel@uiuc.edu (David Thiel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

do261@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Mike Weber) writes:
>The watch broke while time was frozen.

No, no, that's "A Kind of Stopwatch" from the original TZ. Yes, the premise
of a stopwatch that stops time is the same, but everything else is
different.  The old TZ show featured an obnoxious drunk who met the fate
described above.

"A Little Peace and Quiet" is about a harried housewife who receives a
similar watch, but she is so preoccupied with her own life, that she is
oblivious to the events of the world around her which, according to various
news reports, is suffering from serious international tensions.  Finally...

[now some SPOILER protection]                             

A nuclear attack is launched on the US. Just as the bombs start to drop,
she realizes what is going on and stops time. The missiles hang up in the
sky, waiting for time to start again...

David Thiel
d-thiel@uiuc.edu                      

------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 05:50:13 GMT
From: funga@ecf.toronto.edu (Alex Fung)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

It's really neat to see all the episodes of the New Twilight Zone brought
back up for discussion on the net - I'd thought that it'd been forgotten.
Three of my favourite episodes have already been acclaimed here ("To See
The Invisible Man", "The Unfortune Cookie", and the Hell one), but I see
that nobody's mentioned "The Shadow Man".  I liked it in an urban-legend
sort of way - it reminds me of a Stephen King-ish short story.

Alex
funga@ecf.toronto.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

               Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
	       Books - Asimov & Attanasio & Baker (2 msgs) &
                       Blaylock & Brust (4 msgs) & Garrett &
                       Longyear

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Wed, 2 Mar 94 09:05:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Mail requesting to be added or removed from the distribution list that is
sent to any other address will NOT be acted upon.

Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field or to the address specified in the
"From:" field.  Error messages that are directed to the "Reply-To:" address
may cause your subscription to be cancelled.  Sorry, but that's the way it
is.

Submissions for the digest are to be sent to the appropriate address from
the list given below.  Please also read the file "SFLOVERS.POLICY" in the
archives.

       Topic				Address
       -----				-------

       Written SF			sf-lovers-written@rutgers.edu
       Sf on Television			sf-lovers-tv@rutgers.edu
       Sf Films				sf-lovers-movies@rutgers.edu
       General discussions that don't
         fit specifically in the other
         topic headings 		sf-lovers-misc@rutgers.edu

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 02:24:41 GMT
From: ak453@freenet.carleton.ca (Kevin Lightburn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robots books by Asimov

   I was thinking of getting into this series but I see a plethora of books
out for it. Question is which should I start with? A prequel? Which one?
   Thanks again!

Kevin Lightburn

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 17:08:29 GMT
From: marotta@ljsrv2.enet.dec.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A.A.Attanasio

I stumbled upon a recent work by this author at the library: "The Lady of
the Grail" is the title, I believe.  It's about a woman in the middle ages
who goes to Jerusalem as an old lady and comes back restored to youthful
beauty, having drunk from the legendary Grail.  It's something of a mystery
novel, but with complex characterization and lots of juicy detail about
life in those times.  I particularly enjoyed descriptions of the pilgrimage
to Jerusalem.

After reading this novel, I discovered the library also had Attanasio's
"Wyvern."  This was written almost 20 years ago, and it is much longer than
The Lady of the Grail.  It is about pirates in the South Seas, and it is
just great!  It has a love story, and focuses on clash between the native
cultures and the invading European cultures.  Also interesting were
descriptions of the sailing vessels of the 1700s, the sea battles, and the
life of sailors and traders at this time.

I enjoyed both of these books, and would read any others by this author
without hesitation.  Attanasio challenges the vocabulary as well as
imagination.  Reading his books takes longer than other authors because
each sentence contains so much color and flavor.  I personally do not think
he should get more disciplined or have more thorough editing to shorten or
tighten up his novels.

Mary

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 18:10:29 GMT
From: LexRex@adcalc.fnal.gov (Paul Muah'Dib)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Baker's "Fermata"

Has anyone out there read Nicholson Baker's book "The Fermata" by Random
House?  I picked it up at the bookstore and started reading it but the $21
price tag made me put it back down.  I was almost reaching for my plastic
but decided to be more prudent and have the library try secure me a copy.

If you have read it, would you be so kind as to do a brief review and
mention whether or not it was a good piece of writing all the way through?
First chapter got my interest, but many of his books have lost me as I went
on.

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 19:19:30 GMT
From: weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu (Matthew P Wiener)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Baker's "Fermata"

LexRex@adcalc (Paul Muah'Dib) writes:
>Has anyone out there read Nicholson Baker's book "The Fermata" by Random
>House?  I picked it up at the bookstore and started reading it but the $21
>price tag made me put it back down.

It was front page, NYTBR, about a month ago.  Check it out.

By the way, how did you even read it?  The copies I saw in the local
bookstores were all belted shut, which convinced me to not give it a
moment's bother.

Matthew P Wiener
weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 00:26:39 GMT
From: dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu (David Empey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blaylock; best? worst?

kmac@cisco.com (Karl Elvis MacRae) writes:
>	->Elfin Ship:
>
>Haven't finished it. But the first few chapters seem utterly generic;
>Shannara, Xanth, I don't know, a bunch of others. Seems like typical
>tongue-in-cheek light elves-and-sorceres fantasy featuring stupid
>characters.

Well, I don't think _Elfin Ship_ is very much like Xanth or Shannara at
all.  On the other hand, it is early Blaylock, and _is_ more ordinary than
most of his later stuff.  Still, I think it's lots better than Anthony or
Brooks.  My personal favorite is _Land of Dreams_, which doesn't have the
unsatisfying endings of (say) _The Digging Leviathan_, and isn't very
generic fantasy at all.

Dave Empey

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 04:43:37 GMT
From: akomins@ellis.uchicago.edu (arin komins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

The reason that I disliked Athyra is that I hate not knowing what happened
to Vlad since Phoenix.  He's missing a finger in this and I just know that
I'm missing a whole chapter in Vlad's life which really annoys me.

Besides, I really like Vlad's sense of humor and his style of narration -
rather like Corwin in Zelazny's Amber.

BTW, anyone know when Devera is going to show up?

Arin
akomins@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 18:34:02 GMT
From: friedman@husc10.harvard.edu (Dawn Friedman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

NDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA writes:
>sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>>I think that _Athyra_ is the weakest of the books, after _Jhereg_.
> 
>Weakest?
> 
>_Weirdest_ I'll go for, but I found Athyra to be a very well done book;
>very hard to take a protagonist you must _like_ (or else why keep writing
>about them?) and present them as someone else sees them, without the
>rationalizations they use (and Vlad is _rife_ with rationalizations) to
>make themselves seem acceptable to themselves.  (I almost wrote 'loveable'
>instead of 'acceptable'.)

  Yes.  You start with Vlad's own perspective, where his world and his life
are almost taken for granted, even though you get great wads of his musings
about them - a neat trick that may reflect something the author has seen
done in real life.  (It is possible to think and think about yourself and
your life and still miss the point; but it's a little rarer than simply
marching through life without examining it at all.)  Then, book by book,
the author (and much more slowly, the narrator) begins to face that world
and its implications.

>The characters in the Taltos books are very dark - Morrolan is into human
>sacrifice, Sethra is a vampire, Gods know what Aliera does to those who
>really annoy her, Vlad has taken money to feed someone's soul to a knife -
>but they have such a suffusion of style that this doesn't normally come
>through.

  Well, isn't this what we were saying about Dumas on GEnie?  You have a
bunch of people doing things that range from brave through heartless and
right on to bloodthirsty and despicable but, they're the heroes.  And yet
it's such a fun ride that the reader can generally avoid taking it
seriously.  Mr. Brust, however, being a greedy PJF-er, wants it all: the
fun ride _and_ something to take seriously.  In the service of this desire,
he's learned to write much, much better than he used to.  He doesn't always
make it work (most of us seem to have at least one book where he didn't
make it work for us, though we don't agree on which book it is) but he's
doing the Right Thing.

>It comes through in Athyra, loud and clear, and I wonder if that isn't the
>reason so many people don't like it.
  
  I'd be real hesitant about saying that.  Athyra was gorgeous but a little
slow for me.  He _is_ trying to do both, almost all the time, and it's
difficult to pull off.  Not everyone is going to fall under the spell with
every book.

Dawn Friedman
friedman@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 19:13:50 GMT
From: friedman@husc10.harvard.edu (Dawn Friedman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel) writes:
>Have you read _Agyar_? He does the same thing with the character of Jack
>Agyar, who may be even more of a heartless bastard than Vlad. But by the
>end of the book, you _feel_ for the poor SOB. It's an amazing talent...

  Jack is about ten times more heartless than Vlad.  Vlad, no matter how he
tries, can't help feeling empathy with humans and Dragaerans, even with
gods.  Remember how he reacted to coercing the Left Hand sorceress with a
Morganti blade?  Jack's little bit of sushi, on the other hand, the one who
paints the picture, is in exactly the same situation that he is, but it
takes him the whole book and a lot of novel experiences even to notice it.
Her feelings and her struggle are just not a part of his world.  He's
purely irked with her when she tries to give him trouble.  Vlad is too just
for that; I don't think he could punish someone spitefully for doing what
he would have done in their place.

  In fact, that's why I couldn't take _Agyar_.  Nothing wrong with it, but
I have a congenital inability to stomach a woman's fighting against
overwhelming odds and getting absolutely nowhere for hundreds of pages.
Worse still, she does a lot of the same things I would do in her situation.
I'm amazed that Brust could write it.  Haven't you noticed that most
victims in fiction, from mysteries to cyberpunk, don't act the way we like
to imagine we'd act?  They scream and run, or cry and beg, but they don't
try reason and they don't fight gamely or cleverly.  I think we don't want
to be forced to identify with them, and maybe the author doesn't either.
Steve Brust grits his teeth and follows his story straight into that abyss.
I have to admire it, but I can't enjoy it.

Dawn Friedman
friedman@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 17:23:12 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Phoenix_

Dawn Friedman <friedman@husc10.harvard.edu> wrote:
>oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel) writes:
>>Have you read _Agyar_? He does the same thing with the character of Jack
>>Agyar, who may be even more of a heartless bastard than Vlad. But by the
>>end of the book, you _feel_ for the poor SOB. It's an amazing talent...
>
>  Jack is about ten times more heartless than Vlad.  Vlad, no matter how
>he tries, can't help feeling empathy with humans and Dragaerans, even
>with gods.  Remember how he reacted to coercing the Left Hand sorceress
>with a Morganti blade?  Jack's little bit of sushi, on the other hand, the
>one who paints the picture, is in exactly the same situation that he is,
>but it takes him the whole book and a lot of novel experiences even to
>notice it.  Her feelings and her struggle are just not a part of his
>world.  He's purely irked with her when she tries to give him trouble.
>Vlad is too just for that; I don't think he could punish someone
>spitefully for doing what he would have done in their place.

The difference here is that Vlad is still human. Jack Agyar long ago became
something else - something that is in many ways _less_ than human, and he
has forgotten whatever he knew of humanity in the intervening years. The
book is about his transition back to some kind of humanity, seen through
the change in his dealings with Jill, and ending in his sacrifice for
Susan.

And by the end, he does realize what he has done to her. There's that
killer line regarding the picture: "I was glad she had painted it. It would
be bad to live so long and never know shame." Or words to that effect.

>  In fact, that's why I couldn't take _Agyar_.  Nothing wrong with it, but
>I have a congenital inability to stomach a woman's fighting against
>overwhelming odds and getting absolutely nowhere for hundreds of pages.
>Worse still, she does a lot of the same things I would do in her
>situation.  I'm amazed that Brust could write it.

This was disturbing to me when I read it, but it didn't have the same
impact it seems to have had on you. Probably because, for whatever reason,
I was identifying more with the narrator than with Jill. (Actually, I know
why that was - Brust sort of sneaks it up on you. From the beginning, Jack,
like Vald "oozes panache" (to lift a phrase from earlier in the thread).
It's only a bit later in the book that you realize what a fundamentally
unsympathetic character he is...)

>Haven't you noticed that most victims in fiction, from mysteries to
>cyberpunk, don't act the way we like to imagine we'd act?  They scream and
>run, or cry and beg, but they don't try reason and they don't fight gamely
>or cleverly.

Well, for one thing, unless the author has very cleverly worked things out
to prevent it, there wouldn't be much of a story in that. I mean, the way I
would react to your standard "I'm being stalked by a vicious killer" type
story would be to _get the Hell out of there._ Not "We can fight it" or "I
can outwit it" or whatever - mad panicked flight. Someone's after me with a
gun, I'm out of here by nightfall... Not much plot potential in that.

What Brust has done in _Agyar_ is to create a situation where rational
action will do you no good. Then, his characters can act like real people
without destroying the story.  It doesn't hinge on their stupidity like
many a lesser novel.

>I think we don't want to be forced to identify with them, and maybe the
>author doesn't either.  Steve Brust grits his teeth and follows his story
>straight into that abyss.  I have to admire it, but I can't enjoy it.

Well, as always, YMMV. Personally, I find Brust's stuff vastly more
enjoyable than most of what clutters the shelves in my local bookstores,
largely due to how much I admire his skill and the way he "follows the
story into the abyss." And I find it kind of hard to admire things I don't
enjoy. But that's another issue entirely...

------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 00:07:07 GMT
From: rancke@diku.dk (Hans Rancke-Madsen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Randall Garrett

dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu (David Empey) writes:
>hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty) writes:
>>I believe Garrett died in the late 80s.  I never met the man, but I wish
>>he'd been able to write many more Lord Darcy stories.
>
>Someone (is it Michael Kurland?) has written 2 very good continuation
>stories, in one of which Lord Darcy and Master Sean go to New France (or
>was it New England?) but I cannot bring to mind either title or author
>with certainty.

"Ten Little Wizards" was the first, and I forget the title of the second
(the one set in the New World). Strange, that, since I liked the second one
better than the first. Not that _TLW_ is bad; it's a creditable effort. But
based on Kurland's Moriarty books I'd expected it to be better. When I
heard that he was going to do a Lord D'Arcy sequel, my reaction was: "Yeah,
he could do it!". But he didn't. I would rather he had spent his time
writing "The Murder Trust", the long-promised third Moriarty story.

Mind you, _TLW_ and the other story is a lot better than most people could
have done. On a scale of 1 to 10 (where 10 is a perfect Garrett pastiche)
_TLW_ rates a 7 and the other one an 8. It's just that I expected Kurland
to come up with a 10.

Hans Rancke
University of Copenhagen
rancke@diku.dk

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 21:00:37 GMT
From: gordon@research.canon.oz.au (Gordon Clare)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barry Longyear: Does he still write?

My intro to Barry Longyear was reading "Sea of Glass" which I thought was
fantastic!  Don't know when it was first published, but I read it only a
few years ago.  It's reasonably violent, and is pretty much a "downer" of a
novel though, so be warned.

He's also got a bunch of short stories out as "It came from Schenectady".

I'm also interested in what he's written recently - I look around now and
again, but haven't seen anything new in ages.

Gordon Clare
Canon Information Systems Research Australia
P.O. Box 313 
North Ryde, NSW, Australia 2113
gordon@research.canon.oz.au

------------------------------
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***********************

1,,
Summary-line:  2-Mar  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #148
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA23813; Wed, 2 Mar 94 09:40:40 EST
Date: Wed, 2 Mar 94 09:40:40 EST
Message-Id: <9403021440.AA23813@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #148
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Wed, 2 Mar 94 09:40:40 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #148
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Wednesday, 2 Mar 1994      Volume 19 : Issue 148

Today's Topics:

	   Books - Dick (4 msgs) & Jeter & Lessing & McCollum &
                   Moon & Moorcock (2 msgs) & Niven & 
                   Reichert (2 msgs) & Robinson & 
                   Saberhagen (4 msgs) & Simmons &
                   Stirling & Weis & White & Wilson &
                   Universe 3

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 23:21:26 GMT
From: klutz@bga.com (Rick Klaw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PKD

Jim <jdoree@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca> wrote:
>I just finished reading _Dues Irae_ by Dick/Zelazny and enjoyed it
>immensely.  I am curious to hear other's comments on this classic.  I am
>about to dive into _The Divine Invasion_.  I know no one who has read it
>and I have heard nothing about it.  Is it one of his best??  Comments??

That's interesting because most DickHeads that I know (me included)
consider DEUS IRAE to be the worst of two talented writers.

As for DIVINE INVASION, you really need to read VALIS and THE
TRANSMIGRATION OF TIMOTHY ARCHER first to really enjoy.  Those three books
make up a loose trilogy of books.

What other PKD have you read?  May I suggest UBIK and THE THREE STIGMATA OF
PALMER ELDRITCH if you haven't read them yet?  They are two of my favorites
and are often considered to be in the top 5 PKD books.

Rick

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 14:00:51 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PKD

Rick Klaw (klutz@bga.com) wrote:
>As for DIVINE INVASION, you really need to read VALIS and THE
>TRANSMIGRATION OF TIMOTHY ARCHER first to really enjoy.  Those three
>books make up a loose trilogy of books.

   There I'd argue.  I think DIVINE INVASION stands up well on its own, and
anyway TIMOTHY ARCHER comes after it.

>May I suggest UBIK and THE THREE STIGMATA OF PALMER ELDRITCH if you
>haven't read them yet?

I'd also suggest those, and MARTIAN TIME-SLIP.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 02:28:06 GMT
From: Wilson.M.Clements@dartmouth.edu (Will Clements)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PKD

I'd suggest CONFESSIONS OF A CRAP ARTIST and FLOW MY TEARS, THE POLICEMAN
SAID, along with any of his short stories.  PKD explored reality and its
breakdown better than any other writer I've read (note the qualification).
I think that the transcendental trilogy is good but not as good as other
books.  PKD's exploration of eschatology and theology seems to me to change
over time which is not a detriment to his writing but can be confusing at
times.

Will

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 22:28:28 GMT
From: marco@email.ncsc.navy.mil (Barbarisi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: P.K. Dick and THE DIVINE INVASION

Jim Doree asked about Philip K. Dick's Divine Invasion.  Failing to reach
him directly, I send this out to the digest:

I highly recommend Dick's novel THE DIVINE INVASION, along with the related
novels RADIO FREE ALBEMUTH, UBIK, and THE TRANSMIGRATION OF TIMOTHY ARCHER.
I say they are related because they all revolve around a personal vision
that Dick had regarding God, the Universe, reality, satellites beaming pink
rays into our heads, and other flavors of weirdness.  In a sense, these
stories are Dick's attempt to explain his experiences to himself.  It is
not clear that these stories are made up.  If you simply read them as
novels, you'll find Dick to be a fantastic storyteller.  However, the
stories may be read as "true" or "intended to be true", in which case Dick
was either insane (a possibility he admits), a spinner of epic tall tales,
or a Prophet.
 
You might want to read THE TRANSMIGRATION OF TIMOTHY ARCHER before you read
the other books, since it is more clearly autobiographical and provides a
context grounded in "reality" for the other stories.  It is based on real
events - attempting to explain why Archer (who I believe was the Episcopal
Bishop of California) disappeared into the deserts of the Holy Land.

From a literary point of view, these novels represent ultimate expression
of themes Dick explored throughout his career.  What is reality?  How can
we be sure what is real and unreal?  Is the difference important?  Do
external forces shape reality?  What does it mean to be human?  Do we
really have free will?  Most of Dick's stories and novels explore these
themes.  The movies BLADE RUNNER and TOTAL RECALL are based on Dick stories
- - if you've seen them then you've gotten some of the flavor of Dick's work.

Enjoy the trip...

Marco Barbarisi
marco@email.ncsc.navy.mil

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 19:16:05 GMT
From: dambik@fnalo.fnal.gov (Ed Dambik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jeter?

mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage) writes:
> After _Farewell Horizontal_, he wrote _Death Arms_, a decent sf novel,
> _Wolf Flow_, an awful sf novel, and a horror novel which I haven't read.
> It never came out in paperback.

I thought Madlands, his latest SF novel, was *excellent*! Buy it even if it
is only in hardback!!!!

> Since then, he's just done tv novelizations.

Man's gotta eat! Let's hope he doesn't stop writing the "good stuff" while
he's out making a living.  I'm just afraid that he's going to end up like
RA Lafferty who no major publisher will touch because he couldn't sell
enough copies of his offbeat fiction! Or, as Jeter has threatend so often
before, give it up entirely. (Oh, WHY can't I enjoy the sorts of writers
who come out with 4 novels a year??????)

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 11:17:57 GMT
From: dhalliwell@bfsec.bt.co.uk (David Halliwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doris Lessing, 150 pages of Canopus in

rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley") writes:
> A related question: was the dissimilarity intended to point up the
> validity of both approaches?  Or was it there to show us the danger of
> getting wrapped up in the pain and anguish of this world, thereby missing
> out on all hope of perspective, that is, salvation?  I believe it was
> there for the latter purpose, and I offer in support the following:
[deleted]

For a more explicit view of the different approaches, see _The Sentimental
Agents of the Volyen Empire_ in the same series. This issue at least is
wrapped up.

David

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 11:38:02 GMT
From: sdh5@po.cwru.edu (Scott D. Hurley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: McCollum

I don't think Mr. McCollum writes trilogies - he seems to have a thing for
two book sets (like Antares Dawn, Antares Passage and Life Probe, Procyon's
Promise).

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 14:46:37 GMT
From: 880774h@dragon.acadiau.ca (Chris Hulan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Moon's sequels/prequels to Deeds of Paksenarrion

I was in the local second hand book store and saw two sequels/ prequels to
Moon's Paksenarrion<sp> triligy.  The first was about Gird (I forget the
title), and the second was titled _Liar's Oath_.

I was wondering if they are woth picking up.  I really enjoyed the trilogy,
but we all know what sequels and prequels can be like.

Chris Hulan
chris.hulan@acadiau.ca

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 15:57:47 GMT
From: TPATTERS@esrin.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Moorcock "Eternal Champion" Cycle list!

I saw "Time of the Hawklords" mentioned in the Moorcock list (written with
Butterworth). I'm sure I have a sequel written by just Butterworth, but is
there another one after this?

And are they rare or worth anything? (Any Hawkwind fans out there?)

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 19:10:49 GMT
From: akomins@ellis.uchicago.edu (arin komins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Moorcock "Eternal Champion" Cycle list!

There are two more books after "Time of the Hawklords" both written by
Butterworth.

They (excuse me, but I don't remember the titles) are worth something,
'cause I do believe that they are out of print now.

Thanks.

Arin
akomins@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Date: Wed, 23 Feb 1994 13:33:10 -0500
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THE GUIDE TO LARRY NIVEN'S RINGWORLD by Kevin Stein

	    THE GUIDE TO LARRY NIVEN'S RINGWORLD by Kevin Stein
	       Baen, ISBN 0-671-72205-0, 1994, 188pp, US$14.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   This would more accurately be titled THE GUIDE TO LARRY NIVEN'S KNOWN
SPACE, since it covers all of Known Space, not just the Ringworld.  Unlike
the recent guide to Anne Rice's "universe," this is not arranged
encyclopedically.  Instead, there are chapters such as "History of Known
Space," "Major Races of Known Space," "Aliens of Known Space" (I would
think this would have included the preceding chapter), "The Ringworld,"
"Races of Ringworld," "Psionics," "Equipment," and "Glossary."

   This is not designed as a reference book in which to look up things.
For example, the glossary gives a two-sentence definition of Kzinti with no
reference or pointer to the fourteen pages of text on the Kzinti.  Instead
it appears to be a book for fans of Known Space to leaf through.  The best
part may be the illustrations by Todd Hamilton and James Clouse.  Of
course, I am not especially a fan of Known Space and would prefer to get my
series information from the author directly.  But even for a fan, I suspect
the approach taken here is too diffuse.  Working by analogy, I ask myself
what my reaction to a similarly constructed book about Sherlock Holmes
would be, and I have to say I would find it of minor interest.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 15:26:51 GMT
From: millerbe@bohr.physics.purdue.edu (Man Of Spells)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mickey Zucker Reichert

I recently read the "Last Of The Renshai" trilogy by Mickey Zucker
Reichert.  I really enjoyed these novels, especially the last two "The
Western Wizard" and "Child Of Thunder."

Can anyone tell me what else the author has written?  Is it any good?

millerbe@physics.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 13:30:10 GMT
From: d_spence@oz.plymouth.edu ( Vagabond)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mickey Zucker Reichert

The only other book that Reichert has written (that I know of), is the
Legend of Nightfall. I think this book was even better than the Renshai
trilogy. But, that's just my opinion.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 14:38:24 GMT
From: fkiesche3@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: All the Colors of Mars...

Regarding the question of Kim Stanley Robinson's "Red Mars" being a
trilogy: Yes, in fact, I spotted the second one (as a trade paperback) on
Sunday at a store in New York City.

The first is Red Mars, already out in hardcover, trade paperback and mass
market paperback. This concerns the start of the colony on Mars.

The second is Green Mars, out now in hardcover and trade paperback. This is
an expansion of Robinson's novella, first published in IASFM as well as the
IASFM anthology called (?) Mars.

The third is Blue Mars. I estimate it to be 1+ years away...

If you look for back issues of Locus, I believe there was either a
interview with Robinson or an article outlining the project. This article
appeared around the time of the publication of Red Mars, so it is about 1.5
years old at this point (sorry, I don't have it any more).

Thanks for listening.

Fred Kiesche
FKiesche3@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 04:58:00 GMT
From: schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Saberhagen:  The last book of Swords  (spoilers)

I just read Shieldbreaker's Story.  It was a quick and dirty wrap-up of the
whole series.  In retrospect I would have been happier if he had just
stopped with the last one and left things mysterious, but this wasn't a bad
``down in flames'' style finish.

Just for fun, here's the concise set of SPOILERS:

Blunt synopsis:

Swords: Shieldbreaker kills all the other swords, except Woundhealer, which
destroys it when they both stab Mark through the heart.

Good guys: The emperor is revealed to be god, sort of, so everyone gets to
be his children, except Yambu, who gets to be his wife.  Ben gets his old
girlfriend back.  Draffut gets a new lake of life, on the far side of the
moon where ARDNH ][ lives.

Bad guys: Vilkatas unleashes some nasty new demons, which don't last very
long given the number of Swords flailing around, before he himself buys the
farm.  Amintor shows up for a while until he too is killed.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 03:27:41 GMT
From: sea@umcc.umcc.umich.edu (Steve Arlow)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Saberhagen:  The last book of Swords  (SPOILERS)

Scott Schwartz <schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu> wrote:
>I just read Shieldbreaker's Story.  It was a quick and dirty wrap-up of
>the whole series.  In retrospect I would have been happier if he had just
>stopped with the last one and left things mysterious, but this wasn't a
>bad ``down in flames'' style finish.

Hey!  I just read number seven (Wayfinder).  Is Shieldbreaker the last?  I
was really looking forward to a volume centering around Soulcutter...

I've enjoyed reading the Lost Swords books, even though they're pretty much
just mind-candy.  Saberhagen actually writes tragedies on occasion, so
(unlike most fantasy novels) you can't always see the ending coming after
the first couple of chapters...

Okay, so maybe I'm jaded... or morbid...  ;)

Steve Arlow
39336 Polo Club Dr #103
Farmington Hls. MI 48335
sea@umcc.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 05:26:23 GMT
From: schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Saberhagen:  The last book of Swords  (spoilers)

sea@umcc.umcc.umich.edu (Steve Arlow) writes:
>Hey!  I just read number seven (Wayfinder).

Just out in hardback.  ISBN 0-312-85001-8.  Acid free paper.  (Thanks Tor!)

(For a lateral chance of subject: Anyone know when "Seance for a Vampire"
is due out?)

Once again, SPOILERS follow...

>Is Shieldbreaker the last?

Yeah, that's what the title says.  After 10 books, the characters come to
their senses and start destroying the swords as fast as they can. :-)
Woundhealer's tale was the first book of lost swords, and it's the only one
to last 'til the end.  Cute.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 21:12:56 GMT
From: dswartz@pugsley.osf.org (Dan Swartzendruber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Saberhagen:  The last book of Swords  (spoilers)

russgold@access.netaxs.com (Russell Gold) writes:
>Does Saberhagen ever explain how Wood (who was killed near the end of
>"Changeling Earth") came to be alive for this series?

Yes, this had me seriously puzzled.  It was pretty clear in the original
scene that Orcus blew Wood away.  Totally.  Unless some deus-ex-machina
intervened, as an authorial afterthought no less, I don't see how it is the
same Wood.  But it clearly *is*.  If he doesn't tie up this particular
loose end, I'm going to be really ticked off.  Good authors don't change
things this way without a damn good reason.

Dan S.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 19:08:18 GMT
From: Antony.Helliwell@isltd.insignia.com (Antony Helliwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Simmons

Did I dream it, or did I read somewhere that there is supposed to be a new
book of short stories by Dan Simmons (set in the "Hyperion" universe)
coming out in the UK sometime this year?  Can anyone confirm or deny this?

Antony Helliwell
antony@insignia.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Feb 94 02:55:17 GMT
From: tkm@delphi.com (Tim Morris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The General, Book 5

>Nope. I *also* don't know when the next Fifth Millenium book, if any, is
>due out (S.M.Stirling plus Meier plus someone). Anyone? Anyone?

According to Jim Baen over on BIX, not soon.  Steve Stirling is also on BIX
(and GEnie?).  Subtext of public messages from/between them indicate that
the 5thM series has two problems - sales and creative differences between
the authors.  My interpetation only, as to the second problem.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 21:28:16 GMT
From: slt7d@cc.usu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star of the Guardians

I am curious to see if anyone has read the series by Margaret Weis called
Star of the Guardians.  Did you like them?

Misti

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 23:25:34 GMT
From: mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk (Saint Erroneous)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: James White and Sector General

I've just picked up two of the Sector General books at a Charity shop (75p
each - *happiness*). I first read library copies four or five years ago,
and really liked them. Sector General is a lovely idea, with almost
limitless possiblities for strange aliens and some of the characters are
just great.

I haven't seen any _new_ publications from Mr White, but the Sector General
books aren't _that_ old - late 80's, early 90`s?

Does anyone else think he writes like an early (good!) Asimov with a sense
of humour?

mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 12:42:19 GMT
From: JG6220A@auvm.american.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robert Anton Wilson

When's the next book in _The_Historical_Illuminatus_Chronicles_ coming out?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 03:14:37 GMT
From: mab@panix.com (Michael A. Burstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Universe 3

I just got the mass market paperback of Universe 3 edited by Silverberg and
Haber, and one thing bothers me. Is this the _first_ release of this book?
The only copyright date I see is 1994, but I thought that the Universe
books tended to come out as trade paperbacks first.

Michael A. Burstein
mab@panix.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Tepper (10 msgs) & Vance & van Vogt (3 msgs) &
                  Wingrove (2 msgs) & Assemblers of Infinity (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 01:16:33 GMT
From: billmc@microsoft.com (Bill McJohn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

jacob@plasma2.ssl.berkeley.edu (Fungi from Berkeley) writes:

>   True Game series: (F)
>      The Song of Mavin Manyshaped
>      The Flight of Mavin Manyshaped
>      The Search of Mavin Manyshaped
>   *  King's Blood Four
>   *  Necromancer Nine
>   *  Wizard's Eleven
>      Jinian Footseer
>      Jinian Dervish Daughter
>      Jinian Star-Eye
>
>Anybody have any opinion on these?
[...]
>(I hear people rave about some of Tepper's more feminist books.  I just
>want good writing and stories, no preaching.)

They're marvelous.  The middle three books (the Peter books) were indeed
written first; I'm not sure what order the rest were published in.

Each set of books has a different viewpoint character - Mavin in the first
three, Peter in the second three, Jinian in the last three.  Consequently,
certain events and characters are seen from different points of view, with
very different interpretations.

The Peter books and the Jinian books tell one brilliant story; the Mavin
books stand a little aside from it and comment on it.  I thought the Jinian
books were the best of the lot, with some really searing sequences.  The
Mavin books have a somewhat different tone, as I recall; I didn't like them
as well as the other six.  Of course, I snatched them up as soon as they
were published!

As for no preaching, well, Sheri Teper is a brilliant writer with definite
opinions, and she generally has a number of points to make.  Remember the
midwives in the Peter books?  That's one of the central themes of the
series.  She also has a thing or two to say about identity and
responsibility but, her points are built into the story, rather than thrown
out at the reader.

Overall, I highly recommend these books.

Bill McJohn
billmc@microsoft

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 15:09:24 GMT
From: lacovara@csn.org (R.C. Lacovara)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

I have enjoyed virtually everything written by Tepper. But I'd like to
mention that the novels you might regard as "feminist" are somewhat more
serious in that Tepper has a message to state, and it is wrapped in her
fine story-telling style. I think that "The Gate to Women's Country"
exemplifies this: despite the clear undercurrent of social examination, the
plot and characters remain interesting in and of themselves. I wouldn't
call this preachy. If you have enjoyed any of Tepper's work, I recommend
"The Gate..." If you read it, I'd be interested in your thoughts.

Bob Lacovara
lacovara@csn.org

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 21:47:16 GMT
From: tamra@bombay.com (Tamra Heathershaw (contractor))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

Didn't Tepper also have a three-book series about a female character that
seemed to be recreating her life over and over again? I can't remember the
titles, but they were along along the lines of "The <something>, The
<something> and the <something>". One of the words in one of the titles was
Maticore, I believe.

Anyway, blurred as my memory is, I remember that the style of these three
books seemed a lot like the Mavin books. I enjoyed the Mavin books, but
they weren't as...cheerful? humorous? "appealing" as the other two sets of
three. I wouldn't consider the Mavin books "less dark" than the other two
sub-series since all of them deal so heavily with dark subjects, but there
was definitely something about them that was a little less appealing. This
other series is the same way - I enjoyed the ideas, but I don't ever
really want to re-read any of the books. I've re-read Mavin several times,
even though I don't like them as well as Jinian's or Peter's stories,
because I do like Mavin herself.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 00:03:10 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

Tamra Heathershaw (tamra@bombay.com) wrote:
>Didn't Tepper also have a three-book series about a female character that
>seemed to be recreating her life over and over again? I can't remember the
>titles, but they were along along the lines of "The <something>, The
><something> and the <something>". One of the words in one of the titles
>was Maticore, I believe.

The Marianne trilogy. In the UK it's been published as a single volume.
The titles run along the lines Marianne and the ..., but I've not got it.
Marianne and the Manticore is one of the three.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 05:16:29 GMT
From: akomins@ellis.uchicago.edu (arin komins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

I remember the one thing that annoyed me about Tepper's Jinian books, which
was her awful prose in them.  Don't get me wrong, I think that Tepper is a
wonderful storyteller, it's just that her prose rubbed me wrong.  When
reading these books, I always felt as if I had been sucked into a series
that I didn't want to read but had to.

Anyway, I hear that her style has gotten better, though I cannot attest to
this myself.

Arin
akomins@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 13:10:56 GMT
From: B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

A Adams (csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk) wrote:
>The Marianne trilogy

The US editions being:
Marianne, the Magus and the Manticore
Marianne, the Madame and the Momentary Gods
Marianne, the Matchbox and the Malachite Mouse

(Not bad from memory). The books form a well structured trilogy. I would
recommend reading them all in one go, although they are a true enough
trilogy to bear being broken up. Each book is written in a different style
and this becomes apparent and adds considerably to their enjoyment when the
differences are noted. I think that this is some of Tepper's best work and
it's a real shame that they often get overlooked, in favour of the True
Game books or the Grass trilogy.

Barry Traish
93 Stanningley Road
Armley, Leeds LS12 3NW UK
B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 14:40:31 GMT
From: bunting@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu (Laura Bunting)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH) writes:
>True Game books or the Grass trilogy.

Grass -trilogy-?? You mean there's more than one? eek!  Titles anyone?

Laura Bunting
bunting@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 15:24:33 GMT
From: lacovara@csn.org (R.C. Lacovara)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

BG TRAISH (B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk) wrote:
>The US editions being:
>Marianne, the Magus and the Manticore
>Marianne, the Madame and the Momentary Gods
>Marianne, the Matchbox and the Malachite Mouse

>(Not bad from memory). The books form a well structured trilogy. 

In fact, the thing which struck me hardest about Tepper's series was the
structure: in the sense of closure of the odds and ends and innuendos. Of
course, many of these elements are not "odds and ends" at all, but form the
web and woof of the tale in progress. The skill and artistry here, is of
course the ability of Tepper to hide the nuts and bolts, to spring
something upon you 300 pages later which which she has prepared you for.
Many of you in this group are clearly veterans of many SF&F pages and you
have learned, as I have, to recognize the often-inevitable appearance of
"background" or "explanation" or some other chunk of text which doesn't
advance the plot, but either attempts to flesh out a character, or fill in
missing history, or (to my mind worst of all) explain the workings of an
FTL drive.

I believe this feeling of "closure" was strongest in Mavin... but I need to
return and reread them to be sure. I had a similar feeling about a short
story (and part of a book) called Starship with Frieze of Dreams.  If
someone will be good enough to recall the author, I'd be happy to discuss
this interesting book as well.

Bob Lacovara
lacovara@csn.org

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 17:18:49 GMT
From: plutchak@lager.geo.brown.edu (Joel Plutchak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

bunting@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu (Laura Bunting) writes:
>Grass -trilogy-?? You mean there's more than one? eek!  Titles anyone?

   I'd be interested in hearing them, too.  I have only read _Grass_, but
the friend to whom I lent the book has read a few other Tepper's (can't
recall which), and says there seems to be some connections between it and
at least one of her other novels.  I got the impression calling them
sequels (or a trilogy or whatever) wasn't really appropriate, more like
separate novels in the same universe, e.g. Niven's "Known Space" books.
   Anyway, _Grass_ was sufficiently interesting that I have _Raising the
Stones_ sitting in my "to be read" pile.  OTOH, _The Gate to Women's
Country_ seemed too obviously preachy when I skimmed through it in the
bookstore, so I skipped that one.  Are there others which can be
recommended?

Joel Plutchak

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 21:19:45 GMT
From: kimw@raleigh.ibm.com (Kim Winz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

A Adams <aaa@scs.leeds.ac.uk> wrote:
>The 'Grass trilogy' Barry mentioned is
>Grass
>Raising the Stones
>Sideshow.

The connection between the three books is pretty tenuous - I didn't realize
what it was until I was about halfway through Sideshow.  They're all very
good books, although her writing seems to be getting darker and darker each
time.  I'll still read anything she writes.

I've been trying to find a copy of Jinian Footseer for about two years now.
*sigh*

Kim Winz

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 12:14:12 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance info?

Jim Henry writes:
> I've noticed that [Vance] often begins a story with a preface or prologue
> giving background information on the world of the story, and has a lot of
> footnotes within it for the same purpose.  This is strongly discouraged
> by several of the fellows who've written books on writing sf (e.g. Orson
> Scott Card), but I don't see that it hurts Vance's novels much.

This is the 'show not tell' injuction beloved of sf writing teachers, and
in the main it's true; background revealed subtly through the action of the
characters and the plot (or even the language - see Russell Hoban's
"Riddley Walker") is likely to be better understood and break the flow of
the narrativeless than long chunks of exposition.

BUT, if you're a very good writer then you can get away with exposition.
Think of Olaf Stapledon's novels "Last and First Men" and "Star Maker",
novels that are entirely exposition, with no characters or plot at all.
But I found them compelling reading because of the quality of the writing
and the audacity and scope of the ideas.

I'm not sure about Vance.  Sometimes his expository chunks work for me,
more often they don't.  When they work I think it's because of the sheer
sillyness and unlikelihood of Vance's best invented worlds contrasted wih
the elegant deadpan style.

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 22:52:59 GMT
From: moudgill@cs.cornell.edu ( Mayan Moudgill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A.E. van Vogt

Your milage *WILL* vary with A.E. van Vogt. He was an adequate short-story
writer with good ideas, reasonably entertaining most of the time, and with
occasional flashes of brilliance. However, his writing can often be
abysmal.

His books, in particular, are to be approached with caution. Most of them
are either fix-ups or extensions of short-stories. The fix-ups are
readable.  The extensions are usually not. In fact, quite often, they're
putrid.  Worse still, you'll encounter multiple expansions of the same
story; I have a hazy recollection of one particular story that appears as a
short story, two novellas and a novel, of which only the story is good
enough to read.

A fair of A.E. van Vogt's writing deals with ubermensch: characters that
are, because of race, genetics, thought paradigms or technology, superior
to others in their society, and their interactions with that society.

I hesitate to recommend any particular titles of van Vogt's work, in part
because my collection of his work (I think I have or have had 30+ titles of
his, including several published during the Golden Era) is halfway across
the world from me. Some of his more common (and readable) books include
Empire of the Atom, Slan and Weapon Shops of Isher.  However, IMHO his best
book is The Book of Ptath (I hope it's Ptath).  To the best of my knowledge
it's one of his few books not based on a short-story; consequently, it
reads much better than the others.

Anyway, thats my $0.02 on A.E. van Vogt.

Mayan

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 00:48:37 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.E. van Vogt

My impression is that he's definitely of the "golden age of sf" variety:
long on gosh-wow, usually pretty short on plot and character development,
as well as scientific plausability (i.e., pretty much everything that's a
sina qua non for SF these days).

BTW, I remember reading a short story by van Vogt and Harlan Ellison (I
remember the authors because it seemed like such an unlikely pairing), but
I have no recollection of where I saw it or what it was called.  Anyone
remember anything like this?

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 19:18:35 GMT
From: bobm@ingres.com (Bob McQueer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.E. van Vogt

dave@CS.Arizona.EDU (Dave Schaumann) writes:
> BTW, I remember reading a short story by van Vogt and Harlan Ellison (I
> remember the authors because it seemed like such an unlikely pairing),
> but I have no recollection of where I saw it or what it was called.
> Anyone remember anything like this?

I think it is in "Partners in Wonder", a collection of Harlan Ellison
collaborations with various authors (funny how they all come out sounding
like Ellison).  I believe the story is "The Human Operators", but I may be
wrong about that, too.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 00:51:08 GMT
From: miles@clark.net (Miles Parker Mac Consulting/4D Developme)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Chung Kuo

Just to agree wholeheartedly. Anyone who hasn't read these needs at the
very least to check them out. As you get through the series, it just gets
better and better. Intense action, characterization that completly draws
you in, coherent world-building, but most importantly, a great exploration
of shifting moral ambiguities and the role of honor in life. Just finished
Book III, so no spoilers!

Miles

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 22:34:56 GMT
From: ewodar@unixg.ubc.ca (Erwin Wodarczak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Chung Kuo

Sorry to rain on your parades, but I don't agree.

I read the first book because the reviews made it sound interesting.  I've
ignored it since then.  To me, it's only one level above Harold Robbins.

Another thing that bugged me, which I'm surprised nobody else had caught,
is this: One of the bases of the Chung Kuo regime's legitimacy is that it
has always existed, at least since ancient China defeated the Roman Empire
two thousand years before.  This is the lie it feeds to its people, with
only the seven Tang and their closest advisors knowing the truth.

Yet, the Christian calendar, rather than the Chinese calendar, is used
throughout the novel by its characters, and nobody wonders why!

If you don't get it, you just don't get it.

Again, nothing personal, just my $0.02 worth.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 19:27:44 GMT
From: EFEEHAN@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Fiona)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Assemblers of Infinity

I am considering buying _Assemblers of Infinity_ by Kevin Anderson and Doug
Beason.  Can anyone out there recommend or otherwise advise?

Thanks.

Fiona
efeehan@umiami.ir.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 23:16:35 GMT
From: schaf@socrates.ucsf.edu (Chris Schafmeister)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Assemblers of Infinity

Yeah, it was an ok book, if you like the idea of nanotech.  It was way
better than "Nanotech Chronicles".

Christian E.A.F. Schafmeister
Biophysics graduate student
University of California
San Francisco
schaf@cgl.ucsf.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 01:34:22 GMT
From: dswartz@pugsley.osf.org (Dan Swartzendruber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Assemblers of Infinity

It wasn't bad, per se.  The one point I choked on though, was the basic
premise that because it's too hard to decelerate a macro-sized starship
from relativistic speed, see the target system with nanotech instead.
Completely unexplained is any clue as to *how* said nanotech devices are
going to brake; other than by collision with bodies in the Solar System.
If they're going fast enough to get here before the end of the Universe, I
can't for the life of me imagine how teensy-tinsy little critters like that
are going to survive whacking into the planet.  Oh well, suspend that
disbelief...

Dan S.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Post Apocalypse Books (3 msgs) &
                         Upcoming Books & Future Quartet

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 21:34:39 GMT
From: rwang@husc7.harvard.edu (Richard Wang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

D.M.P. Hagyard ESE PG <dmph@radon.sys.uea.ac.uk> wrote:
>This may be a little off the subject of Post Apocalypse books, but one
>example could be "Greybeard" by Brian Aldiss.  The apocalypse in this case
>is the sudden mass sterility of all the higher life forms on Earth,
>including man.  Here the apocalypse happens over a period of years as the
>average age on the planet rises by a year per year.  Whilst it's in the
>low 20's- 30's but once the average age rises to the 60's it is getting
>pretty nasty.

I guess the exact opposite would be _Battle Circle_ by Piers Anthony - one
of his finer works IMHO, although some of you may say (with some justice)
that there isn't such a thing.  It's a collection of three novellas which
all deal in some way with the attempt to reestablish civilization through
secret strongholds of science.  One theme that keeps cropping up is how
young the wandering nomads (the larger part of humankind at this point)
mature and die, perhaps a case of natural selection favoring genes which
reproduce themselves rapidly, or maybe just a reflection of how difficult
it is to stay young-looking and healthy when you live outdoors in uncertain
climate.

Richard Wang
rwang@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 19:48:07 GMT
From: c2mxall@fre.fsu.umd.edu ("Jonathan T. Alloy")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: post-apocalypse books

The two best I have ever read are David Brin's "The Postman" and Heinlein's
"Farnham's Freehold".

"The Postman" is a superbly written, excellent book - it consistently ranks
as one of the top 3 books I've read - ever.

"Farnham's Freehold" is a solid Heinlein book, filled with his philosophy.
I really enjoy it for the straight story it tells about self-reliance.

Jonathan T. Alloy
222 Westminster Hall
Frostburg State University
Frostburg, MD 21532       
c2mxall@fre.fsu.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 04:12:39 GMT
From: richbrandt@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: post-apocalypse books

Christopher Neufeld posted the following list as part of a reply to Vijay
Gill, who was seeking more post-apocalyptic fiction:

>???        _Bordertown_
>???        _Borderland_
>??? (ed.)       _Countdown to Midnight_ (short story collection)
>???                          _The Cybernetic Samurai_
>???        _Ende_
>???        _The End of the Dream_
>???        _Fail Safe_
>???        _The Hospital Ship_
>???        _The Quiet Earth_
>???        _Red Alert_
>???        _When Worlds Collide_
>???        _The Wigs of Oz_
>???        _Z for Zachariah_

Of those works of whose author(s) Travis seems uncertain, The Cybernetic
Samurai is by Victor Milan. Fail Safe was by Eugene Burdick and Harvey
Wheeler. Hospital Ship is by James White.  "The Quiet Earth" was the name
of a New Zealand post-apocalypse film; he may have been thinking of Earth
Abides by George Stewart, which traces the few survivors of a global
plague. Red Alert was by Peter George (a.k.a. "Peter Bryant"), who also
co-scripted the film adapted from it: "Dr. Strangelove."  When Worlds
Collide was by Edwin Balmer and Philip Wylie. (And shame on Travis for
confusing Richard Matheson (I Am Legend) with Tim Matheson, star of "Animal
House!")

Of course, none of these particular titles have that Road Warrior feel
Vijay was looking for. Of the rest, Ellison's A Boy and His Dog is pretty
close.  Dinner at Deviant's Palace is sort of in the ballpark, but gets
very strange as it goes along.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 06:49:53 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SF/F Books Coming in 1994

Okay, you probably know my disclaimers by heart, but read them anyhow.

The following information is taken from the March edition of Locus magazine
($3.95 at a newsstand, or $38 for twelve issues from Locus Publications, PO
Box 13305, Oakland, CA 94661).  They printed the almost-complete list of
the 1200 sf/f books due out till the end of 1994.  Needless to say, my own
list is less complete.  It also makes no claim to any internal logic: What
follows is a list of some of the books which are expected out this year and
which caught my eye for any reason or none.

In most cases the books will appear in the month before their stated
publication date.  June books, for instance, will probably appear in May.
Rather than separate out reprints of interest, this time, I've adopted
Locus's notation of identifying them with an 'r'.  These are strictly US
publications.  I realize that the UK continues to publish some good books
before they're available on this side of the pond, but I hope that if I
ignore it hard enough, they'll stop.  Books are paperback unless otherwise
noted.  (You'll note that as the economics of the industry and the
demographics of the audience continue to shift, more and more of the books
you'd want to read are appearing in higher priced formats.)

I'm also going to opt this time for more titles and less editorializing.
(Hey, don't all protest at once!)  In some instances it's because the title
or author's name speaks for itself (for better or worse).  In others it's
an if-you-don't-have-something-nice-to-say, directed at authors who were
once on my buy-on-sight list and are now on my maybe-borrow list.

And don't blame me for the length of some publishers names; that's one of
the unfortunate byproducts of all the mergers that are taking place!

Okay, here goes...

Roger MacBride Allen, The Shattered Sphere, Tor, Jul HC

   "The Ring of Charon" is being reprinted in the same month
   (very good semi-hard sf), so I'm guessing this to be a sequel.

Poul Anderson, The Stars Are Also Fire, Tor, Aug HC
Patricia Anthony, The Happy Policeman, Harcourt Brace, Sept HC

   Anthony's first two novels, "Cold Allies" (appearing in Ace pb
   in April) and "Brother Termite" have received an enthusiastic
   reception.  I don't know why - I thought them both
   semi-adequate.

John Barnes, Mother of Storms, Tor, Jul HC
Gael Baudino, Strands of Sunlight, Penguin/Roc, Jul
Stephen Baxter, Anti-Ice, Harper Collins, Nov
Peter Beagle, The Innkeeper's Song, Penguin/Roc, Oct TP,r
Greg Bear, Moving Mars, Tor, Dec r
Gregory Benford, Furious Gulf, June HC
Marion Zimmer Bradley, Snows of Darkover, DAW, Apr
   The Forest House, Viking, April HC

   "The Forest House" is the second book in what is going to be
   the Avalon trilogy.  "The Mists of Avalon" is going to be an
   exceedingly hard act to follow.

David Brin, Otherness, Bantam Spectra, Sept anth
   Glory Season, Bantam Spectra, June r
Mary Brown, Pigs Don't Fly, Baen, May
Steven Brust, Five Hundred Years After, Tor, Apr HC
Jack L. Chalker, Well World #3 (sic), BB Del Rey, Sept TP
Suzy McKee Charnas, The Furies, Tor, Jun HC
CJ Cherryh, Tripoint, Warner Aspect, Sept HC
Jo Clayton, Dancing Down the Stars, DAW, Sept
Allan Cole and Chris Bunch, The Warrior's Tale, BB Del Rey, Oct HC
   The Far Kingdoms, BB Del Rey, July r
John Crowley, Love and Sleep, Bantam, Sept HC
   Aegypt, Bantam Sept TP,r
   Little Big, Bantam, Sept TP,r
   Three Novels, Bantam, Sept, TP,om,r

   September is obviously Crowley month at Bantam.  "Love and
   Sleep" is the second book in the "Aegypt" tetralogy.  I seem
   to be the only person on Earth who didn't like "Aegypt".
   Considering how good most of Crowley's writing is, I guess I
   should reread it.  I don't know which three novels are
   supposed to appear in the Omnibus, but there are few enough
   possibilities that I'd guess "Beasts", "Engine Summer", and
   "Great Work of Time".  If you like literate fantasy, and you
   haven't read "Little Big" (and can't find a paperback copy),
   get the reprint.  It's about as good as the subgenre comes.
   Similarly, if you like literate soft sf (and can't find
   paperback copies), get the omnibus.  It's worth it.

Carolyn Cushman, Wicth and Wombat, Warner Questar, May
Margaret Davis, Minds Apart, BB/Del Rey Jun
Pamela Dean, The Dubious Hills, Tor, Apr HC

   Set in the world of "The Secret Country", but otherwise
   unconnected to that trilogy.

Tom Deitz,, Beneath the Lower Sky, Morrow AvoNova, Dec HC
Samuel R. Delany, Atlantis: Model 1924, Incunabula Press, Fall HC
Susan Dexter, Wind Witch, BB Del Rey, Nov
Gordon R Dickson, The Dragon, the Earl, and the Troll, Ace, Dec HC
   Other, Tor, Sept HC
Stephen R Donaldson, The Gap into Madness: Chaos and Order, Bantam Spectra
   Jul HC

   This series has been getting better with each book.

Debra Doyle and James D McDonald, By Honor Betray'd, Tor, July

   Presumably this concludes the enjoyable, if extremely
   Star-Wars-like, trilogy started in "Price of the Stars" and
   "Starpilot's Grave".

Diane Duane, The Door Into Sunset, Tor, Aug r
Dave Duncan, The Living God, Ballantine Del Rey, Apr HC (Oct r)
   The Stricken Fields, BB/Del Rey, May r
David Eddings, The Hidden City, Ballantine Del Rey, Sep HC
Kate Elliott, The Law of Becoming, DAW, Oct

   "Jaran" was good (if somewhat mindless) fun, but
   the story seems to have come down with seriesitis.

Ru Emerson, The Art of the Sword, Ace, Dec
Raymond Feist, Shadow of a Dark Queen, Morrow, Jun HC
John M Ford, Growing Up Weightless, Bantam Spectra, Aug r
Alan Dean Foster, Greenthieves, Ace, Oct
CS Friedman, When True Night Falls, DAW, Sept r
David Gerrold, A Covenant of Justice, Bantam Spectra, May

   This is obviously not a Chtorr book, or it would be called "A
   Covenant for Creationists" or some such.  In fact, the next
   Chtorr book (title not yet determined) is due out from Bantam
   Spectra in trade paperback in December.

Lisa Goldstein, Summer King, Winter Fool, Tor, May HC
Stephan Grundy, Rhinegold, Bantam, Apr HC

   A novelization of the Volsung saga.  A review in this issue of
   Locus was very enthusiastic about it.
	
Barbara Hambly, Bride of the Rat God, Ballantine Del Rey, Dec
   Stranger at the Wedding, Ballantine Del Rey, Apr

   'Stranger' is set in the same world as the Windrose novels,
   but is otherwise unrelated.

Tara K. Harper, Catscratch Fever, BB/Del Rey May
Harry Harrison, The Stainless Steel Rat Sings the Blues, Bantam
   Spectra, Apr HC
PC Hodgell, God Stalk, Hypatia, Summer, HC,r
   Dark of the Moon, Hypatia, Summer, HC,r

   Having finally published "Seeker's Mask", Hypatia appears to
   be reprinting the first two hard-to-find books in the series.
   In hardcover, though presumably not in so expensive a format.
   I wish he wouldn't, actually, as every such printing
   presumably reduces Hodgell's chances of selling her books
   elsewhere.

Diana Wynne Jones, Hexwood, Morrow Greenwillow, Apr HC ya
Robert Jordan, The Fires of Heaven, Tor, Oct r

   The next book in the series is also coming out, but I forgot
   to make a note of the details.

Patricia Kennealy-Morrison, The Oak Above the Kings, Penguin/Roc, May HC
Katharine, Kerr, Days of Air and Darkness, Bantam Spectra, Aug TP
Nancy Kress, Beggars and Choosers, Tor, Oct HC
Katherine Kurtz, The Bastard Prince, Ballantine Del Rey, June HC
Mercedes Lackey, Storm Warning, DAW, Aug HC
Mercedes Lackey and Larry Dixon, Chrome Circle, Baen, Aug
Ursula K Le Guin, A Fisherman of the Inland Sea, HarperCollins, Nov HC anth
HP Lovecraft, Miscellaneous Writings, Arkham House, Fall HC
Anne McCaffrey, Pern Novel #9 (sic), BB Del Rey, Nov HC
Anne McCaffrey and Elizabeth Ann Scarborough, Power Lines, BB/DR Aug HC
Anne McCaffrey and Jody Lynn Nye, The Ship Who Won, Baen, Apr HC
Anne McCaffrey and Jody Lynn Nye, Treaty at Doona, Ace, Sept

   Sigh...  "Pern Novel #9" is as good a name as any for what's
   become a commodity.  "Power Lines" is presumably the sequel to
   the overhyped and disappointing "Powers That Be" (which did,
   however, have a nice cover).  "The Ship Who Won" looks to be
   enjoyable mind candy.

Scott McCloud, Understanding Comics: The Invisible Art, HarperPerennial,
   May TP

   I was surprised to see this book among the sf listings, but so
   long as it's here, I thought I'd give it a plug.  McCloud is
   one of the best comic creators in the business, and this book
   is his attempt (in book-length comic book format), to explain
   and illustrate what makes a comic tick.  I don't know how
   likely you are to spot this in a book store, but most good
   comic stores will have a copy, so if you're curious, stop at
   one and take a look.

Vonda N McIntyre, Nautilus, Bantam Spectra, Oct
   Dreamsnake, Bantam Spectra, Oct r

   "Nautilus" is presumably the fourth (last?) book in the
   "Starfarers" series.  I didn't like the "Starfarers" at all (I
   seem to be in a minority there), but the subsequent books have
   grown on me.  "Dreamsnake" is one of the all-time best sf/f
   novels (call it very soft sf), so if you haven't read it, it's
   being reprinted.

Robin McKinley, Deerskin, Ace Jul r
LE Modesitt Jr, Of Tangible Ghosts, Tor, Oct HC
Elizabeth Moon, Sporting Chance, Baen, Sept

   Presumably the sequel to the surprisingly bad "Hunting Party".

Andre Norton, The Hands of Lyr, Morrow AvoNova, Jun HC
Jody Lynn Nye, Medicine Show, Ace, Aug

   This is what Nye does when she's not coauthoring other
   people's sequels to pay the bills.  I wonder whether this is a
   sequel to "Taylor's Ark".

Rebecca Ore, Slow Funeral, Tor, Jul HC
Tamora Pierce, Wolf-Speaker, MacMillan Atheneum, Apr HC,ya
Melanie Rawn, Exiles, DAW, Oct HC
Karen Ripley, The Warden of Horses, BB/DR Jun
	The Alchemist of Time Dec

   Books two and three in Ripley's "Slow World" series.  The
   first book, "The Persistence of Memory" was an enjoyable first
   novel about a woman who finds herself in a world where few
   people remember their past - or notice the lack.

Kim Stanley Robinson, Green Mars, Bantam Spectra, Apr TP/HC
Mary Rosenblum, The Stone Garden, BB/DR, Sept
Rudy Rucker, The Hacker and the Ants, Morrow AvoNova, May HC
Elizabeth Ann Scarborough, The Godmother, Ace, Sept HC
Melissa Scott, Trouble and Her Friends, Tor, May HC
Delia Sherman, The Porcelain Dove, Penguin/Plume, Jul TP,r
Midori Snyder, The Flight of Michael McBride, Tor, Nov HC
Christopher Stasheff, M'Lady Witch, Ace, Nov
Bruce Sterling, Heavy Weather, Bantam Spectra, Oct HC
SM Stirling and Holly Lisle, The Rose Sea, Baen, Dept
Sheri Tepper, Shadow's End, Bantam Spectra, Dec HC
JRR Tolkien, The War of the Jewels: The Later Silmarillion Part II, 
   Houghton Mifflin, Fall HC 

   It's listed as nonfiction, for what that's worth.

Harry Turtledove, Prince of the North, Baen, June
   Krispos the Emperor, BB Del Rey, June
Elisabeth Waters, Changing Fate, DAW, Apr
David Weber, Honor Harrington: The Short Victorious War, Baen, Apr 
   Honor Harrington: Field of Dishonor, Baen, Oct

   Two more "Honor Harrington" novels.  Am I going to continue to
   get this mind candy and rot my brain?  You bet.

William J Widder, L. Ron Hubbard: A Comprehensive Bibliography and
   Reference Guide to His Published and Selected Unpublished Fiction,
   Bridge/Author Services, May HC

   Is it just me, or is there something alarming about the last
   phrase of that title?

Tad Williams, To Green Angel Tower, DAW, pb,r pt1-Apr pt2-Jul
Tad Williams and Nina Kiriki Hoffman, Child of an Ancient City, Tor, Sept
   TP,r,ya 
Jack Williamson, Demon Moon, Tor, May HC
Connie Willis, Uncharted Territory, Bantam Sepctra, Jul (novella)
Gene Wolfe, Calde of the Long Sun, Tor, Sept HC
   Shadow and Claw, Tor/Orb, Oct TP,om

   "The Book of the New Sun" is being reprinted in two
   trade-paperback omnibus volumes, of which "Shadow and Claw" is
   the first.  I continue to wish that books like this would keep
   appearing in mass market formats, but if you haven't read
   TBotNS yet, it's definitely worth buying the omnibus.  I just
   want you to keep one thing in mind if you do: I got the books
   as half-price paperbacks and you have to get them as trade
   paperbacks.  Nyah, nyah!

Patricia C Wrede, The Raven Ring, Tor, Nov HC
Timothy Zahn, Conqueror's Pride, Bantam Spectra, Sept
Roger Zelazny, A Night in the Lonesome October, AvonNova, Sept, r

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 23:19:32 GMT
From: rshipley@access3.digex.net (Rich Shipley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Future Quartet?

The Feb/March Sense of Wonder from B. Dalton books lists a book titled
Future Quartet by Ben Bova, Fredrick Pohl, Jerry Pournelle, and Charles
Sheffield put out by AvonNova/Morrow on 3/19. Does anyone know anything
about it?

Rich
rshipley@digex.net

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Del Rey Quality Control (2 msgs) &
                        Game Portrayal In SF (23 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 02:23:55 GMT
From: lbm@avs.com (Linda B. Merims)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Del Rey Quality Control

I just purchased and read the last three Dragonriders of Pern books,
published by Del Rey.

Guess what?  The covers are coming off.  The first is loose, the second is
3/4 off, and the last one fell off completely before I'd gone 100 pages.

Linda B. Merims
Waltham, MA

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 03:06:35 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Del Rey Quality Control

Send us the faulty books and we'll replace them for free (and probably
throw in an extra).  This goes for everyone who bothers.  Though we don't
know of any particular gluing problems with those books, this sort of thing
happens occasionally. Sorry!

Our address is in my signature below.

Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
201 East 50th Street
NY NY 10022 USA
ekh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 14:18:41 GMT
From: jlpicard@austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Game portrayal in SF

It's often struck me that one of the more difficult tasks a writer can take
on is to portray the playing of a game, especially when said game-play is
central to the plot. Seems to be a fine balance: if they generalize too
much, the impact is lost, but if they go into too much detail, it gets
boring (and also leaves a big credulity gap if one of the characters makes
a boner move).

Anyone have any examples of especially good or especially bad portrayals of
game-playing in SF?

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
Austin, TX USA
jlpicard@austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 18:21:48 GMT
From: dstone@phoenix.cs.uga.edu (David Stone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

  How about Orson Scott Card's _Ender's Game_?  In this book, there are
three good examples of game portrayal: 1) The zero-g battle game played by
the boys at the first training school he is sent to, 2) The bizarre
computer adventure game he plays in his spare time, and 3) The computer
simulated space-combat game he trains with later in the book.
  It could probably be argued that the adventure game doesn't really
constitute a game in the same sense that the other two do, but it is just
as, or more, vital to the plot.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 18:58:19 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

M.A. Foster, _The Gameplayers of Zan_.  Really good world-building, almost
all of it ultimately impinging upon and being influenced by the game in
question.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 23:48:20 GMT
From: darkmage@ecst.csuchico.edu (Suraklin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

Larry Niven and Steven Barnes' books _Dream Park_, _The Barsoom Project_
and _California Voodoo_ revolve around role playing games played in a
super-Disneyland against holograms and actors.

This series even covers in detail how the players immerse themselves in the
game and live it (a common occurrence in RP games if I can believe the
rec.games.mud FAQ)

I was very impressed with these books, but then I like everything Niven
does.

Jeff Kroll
Chico, CA, USA
darkmage@ecst.csuchico.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 23:59:51 GMT
From: jacob@plasma2.ssl.berkeley.edu (Fungi from Berkeley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

Suraklin <darkmage@ecst.csuchico.edu> wrote:
>Larry Niven and Steven Barnes' books _Dream Park_, _The Barsoom Project_
>and _California Voodoo_ revolve around role playing games played in a
>super-disneyland against holograms and actors.
[deleted]

Speaking of which, how was 'The California Voodoo Game'?  I've read 'Dream
Park' several times, but was disappointed by 'The Barsoom Project'.  It
started off great, but didn't hold my interest or belief for very long.
How would you compare the third to the first two?

jacob@sunspot.ssl.berkeley.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 01:18:32 GMT
From: darkmage@ecst.csuchico.edu (Suraklin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

To tell the truth, I wasn't as impressed with either of the second two..
It has been a while since I read _Barsoom_ and I really don't remember it
too well.

Remember in _Dream Park_ how pervasive the game storyline was? The same
thing goes for _Voodoo_ but the basis of the game, voodoo obviously, is so
complex and confusing it made the whole book confusing. Also while the plot
line in _Dream Park_ was rather simple (not too many sub-plots), _Voodoo_
seems to have a number of things going on at once, adding to the confusion.

HOWEVER, I still enjoyed the book. Anything I didn't understand about
voodoo I could just take for granted without missing anything. I would rate
_California Voodoo_ in the top 1/4 of what I've read. (Although I've never
heard of this Jordan guy. I guess I'm falling behind.)

Jeff Kroll
Chico, CA, USA
darkmage@ecst.csuchico.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 02:09:48 GMT
From: dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

Craig Becker <jlpicard@austin.ibm.com> wrote:
>Anyone have any examples of especially good or especially bad portrayals
>of game-playing in SF?

I don't tend to remember the bad ones, but some good ones:

Donald Kingsbury's _Courtship Rite_ - The Kol game (I think is what it's
called), is a game unique to the society that is, though not critical,
important to the plot and to illustration of the character of some of the
participants.  If you haven't read this book, it is excellent.

M.A. Foster's _The Gameplayers of Zan_ - this takes a generalized "life" as
its game, and this game is a major focus of the novel.  (This, also, is a
very good novel.)

Though I hate to mention them:

John Norman's Gor series contains frequent mention of a modified Chess
called (I think) Caissa - the focus of one volume is in fact a tournament
between the top players from two different series, the game is well
described, and there have even been published sets of rules for the game
independent of Norman.  And despite Norman's bad rep, the game is dealt
with in an intelligent fashion.

Piers Anthony's _Split Infinity_ series has a game of games as the focus of
its futuristic half and this game is also a major plot focus.  The first
three books (_Split Infinity_, _Blue Adept_, and _Juxtaposition_) are a
complete trilogy and are actually a decent read as well.  I haven't
bothered with any of the more recent books in that series, I was happy with
it as a trilogy.

David Gibbs
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 13:32:02 GMT
From: marcysfc@aol.com (MarcySFC)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

I also recommend Piers Anthony's KILLOBYTE.  A very interesting look at a
virtual reality game. I won't give away the ending, but he puts a twist
into it that I just loved!

Marcy Morelli

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 16:17:25 GMT
From: di800@cleveland.freenet.edu (Scott Bachmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

"Burning Bright" by Melissa Scott is an excellent novel with a roleplaying
game locked into the middle of it. Better than the Niven-Barnes RPG
games in the Dream Park Novels.

Actually, Piers Anthony's Adept Series has some excellent handling of a
wide variety of games...

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 16:48:10 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

You might try to find Second Game by De Vet and MacLean; and of course
there's always Alice...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 20:00:09 GMT
From: pamuelle@ingr.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

I liked the game in Jack Vance's _The Face_

He describes games in several of his other books too - _The Dirdir_ and
one of his Alastor books.  Of course, these games are also physical sports,
which I suppose makes the narration easier.

Phil Mueller
pamuelle@ingr.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 20:19:26 GMT
From: rwang@husc8.harvard.edu (Richard Wang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

David Stone <dstone@phoenix.cs.uga.edu> wrote:
>  How about Orson Scott Card's _Ender's Game_?  In this book, there are
>three good examples of game portrayal: 1) The zero-g battle game played by
>the boys at the first training school he is sent to, 2) The bizarre
>computer adventure game he plays in his spare time, and 3) The computer
>simulated space-combat game he trains with later in the book.

Doesn't it seem that "game" is a rather sarcastic description of all the
shit the instructors at Battle school put these children through?

Response to original poster: The _Apprentice Adept_ series by Piers Anthony
describes a society centered around a game; in fact, most serious issues
sound more like ritual combats in this series.  Caveat: don't read this if
you prefer style to story, and do NOT read past the third book.

Richard Wang
rwang@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 22:17:25 GMT
From: brendah@netcom.com (Brenda Holloway)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

Obvious though it sounds, Iain Banks' "Player of Games" is about a race
where the emperor is chosen as the best player of a game. This vastly
over-simplifies it; it's a game in the sense that chess is a game and also
politics is a game. Also, in Banks' "Consider Phlebas", the game of
'Danger' provides a sort of insight to a bizzare and jaded group of people.

Brenda Holloway
Sony Electronic Publishing
Monterey, CA  93940
brendah@pdsc.com
brendah@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 02:40:58 GMT
From: cvs0@lehigh.edu (Chuck Seal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

I liked _The Saturn Game_ by Poul Anderson.

A role playing game is a central element of the story.  If I remember
correctly, it had some intersting things to say about the good and bad
aspects of role playing games.

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 07:57:02 GMT
From: katie@physics2.rutgers.edu (Katie Schwarz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

Anybody else read Orson Scott Card's "Feed the Baby of Love" in The
Bradbury Chronicles, a tribute collection where a bunch of authors wrote
stories using Ray Bradbury's characters? It features a bizarre board game
made up by a bunch of middle-aged men who get together to act like kids for
a night, and manages to relate incredible detail about a game that doesn't
even exist while keeping me laughing throughout. The object is to evolve
into higher life forms by going around the board while playing "karma
cards" on everyone else, avoiding being randomly eaten by pigs, and
sacrificing beans to pray to the Baby of Love and the Baby of Sorrows. It
captured both the silliness and the manic energy of adolescence, down to
the little rituals that grow up around the playing of the game, like
players challenging each other to make up new words to the tune of a
commercial.  I felt sure the author must have made up the complete rules,
and I'd like to get my hands on a copy to play in real life.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 12:52:42 GMT
From: JG6220A@auvm.american.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Role-Playing in SF

Please don't forget the memorable scene in the STAR WARS novel where
Chewbacca and R2D2 are playing the holo-monster chess-type game while
riding on the Falcon.

Jesus Galilea

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 17:52:24 GMT
From: devereux@julian.uwo.ca (Benet Devereux)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

 I think all the books with games I can think of have been mentioned, but I
recall a fun (albeit silly) story that appeared in _Dragon_ magazine (you
know, TSR's answer to _Pravda_) many moons ago, which revolved around young
people in a fantasy world spending all their time playing a role-playing
game where their characters are high-school students in late 20th-century
America, and the kids' parents are worried that they're losing their grip
on reality, and will never grow up to be serious, respectable fighters,
magic-users, etc.. Cute. It was called "Doomsgame" and I can't for the life
of me remember who wrote it.
 The Discordian game of "Sink" plays a surprising plot role in the third
_Illuminatus!_ book (by Robert Anton Wilson and Robert Shea).
 Hmm. Oh yeah - there's a very funny short-short by John M. Ford in the
October '85 _Asimov's_ called "Scrabble with God". "If you challenge God
and you're wrong, you lose the points _and_ get turned into a pillar of
salt."
 There's a really weird game of marbles in _Gormenghast_, but it's not
really central to the plot so I shouldn't mention it. :) Great books
though.

Benet
devereux@julian.uwo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 20:30:53 GMT
From: scgk@dcs.ed.ac.uk (Simon Kinahan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

brendah@netcom.com (Brenda Holloway) writes:
>Obvious though it sounds, Iain Banks' "Player of Games" is about a race
>where the emperor is chosen as the best player of a game. This vastly
>over-simplifies it; it's a game in the sense that chess is a game and also
>politics is a game. Also, in Banks' "Consider Phlebas", the game of
>'Danger' provides a sort of insight to a bizzare and jaded group of
>people.

  Damage, it called Damage.
  Azad is really cool though, I'd like to see on of the boards as Banks
imagined them. They must be quite something.

Simon Kinahan
scgk@dcs.ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 21:15:06 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

There is always Brunner's _The Squares of the City_...

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 22:32:06 GMT
From: erich@hrl9.cs.tamu.edu (Erich Schneider)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

darkmage@ecst.csuchico.edu (Suraklin) writes:
>Larry Niven and Steven Barnes' books _Dream Park_, _The Barsoom Project_
>and _California Voodoo_ revolve around role playing games played in a
>super-disneyland against holograms and actors.
>
>This series even covers in detail how the players immerse themselves in
>the game and live it (a common occurrence in RP games if I can believe the
>rec.games.mud FAQ)

I have only read _Dream Park_ and wasn't that impressed. In particular, the
"players" were very bad role-players, in my mind, especially the "party
leader". Instead of thinking "how would my character react in this
situation" they tought "how can I figure out how to solve this problem so I
can go on to the next stage and get points".

As is said in the RPG world, the _Dream Park_ characters were very much
power-gamers.

Erich Schneider
erich@bush.cs.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 22:49:14 GMT
From: rwang@husc8.harvard.edu (Richard Wang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

Craig Becker <jlpicard@austin.ibm.com> wrote:

>John Norman's Gor series contains frequent mention of a modified Chess
>called (I think) Caissa - the focus of one volume is in fact a tournament
>between the top players from two different series, the game is well
>described, and there have even been published sets of rules for the game
>independent of Norman.  And despite Norman's bad rep, the game is dealt
>with in an intelligent fashion.

Modified chess?  How about Hugh Cook's _Wizard War_ series, in which
something called dice chess is introduced in the fifth book?  You roll two
dice to figure out how many moves you get...  Needless to say, this is not
a refined game; I believe Cook describes it as a gutter brawl.

>Piers Anthony's _Split Infinity_ series has a game of games as the focus
>of its futuristic half and this game is also a major plot focus.  The
>first three books (_Split Infinity_, _Blue Adept_, and _Juxtaposition_)
>are a complete trilogy and are actually a decent read as well. I haven't
>bothered with any of the more recent books in that series, I was happy
>with it as a trilogy.

The rest of the series gets really really bad.

Richard Wang
rwang@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 09:54:57 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

aaa@scs.leeds.ac.uk writes:
>And of course there's always Dragon's Teeth from Who's Afraid of Beowulf.
>(Even if it is Fantasy. "That's up the ladder so I pass Go and get another
>card. Ah Gin - that's two hundred below the line. Your turn.")

<smacks head> Of course: Chess With A Dragon, David Gerrold.

And Dragon Poker from Robert Asprin's Myth series...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 10:12:18 GMT
From: paulk@arc.ug.eds.com (Paul Andrew King)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

Brenda Holloway (brendah@netcom.com) wrote:
>Obvious though it sounds, Iain Banks' "Player of Games" is about a race
>where the emperor is chosen as the best player of a game. This vastly
>over-simplifies it; it's a game in the sense that chess is a game and also
>politics is a game.

More to the point, the protagonist is an expert game-player (who gets
manipulated into joining in the Azad game).  There are some important
scenes *before* Azad is mentioned.  Banks does a good job here.

>Also, in Banks' "Consider Phlebas", the game of 'Danger' provides a sort
>of insight to a bizzare and jaded group of people.

You mean "Damage".  Take high-stakes poker, throw in a few sf gimmicks to
make it more interesting and apply the sort of sick thinking that Banks is
so good at.  Don't try this one at home folks !

Paul K.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 27 Feb 94 23:26:08 GMT
From: wombat@eng.umd.edu (Jose Gonzalez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 CRITICAL COMMENTS: "Parliament of Dreams"

***Spoilers***

Not bad, but it could have been better.

"Parliament of Dreams" is entertaining enough in its own right, but I can't
help feeling that changing the focus of the episode really could have made
it stellar.  Still, there are quite a few things to like here, including a
brilliant coda.

Comments:

   One of the best things that this episode does is give us a chance to see
Sinclair doing something other than commanding, a position that O'Hare has
quickly proven he's not very good at portraying.  However, this episode
demonstrates that when Michael is given something else to do, he does a
fine job of it.  This is an interesting contrast to Avery Brooks of DS9,
who has always done a great job portraying Commander Sisko.  It really
wasn't until recently that Brooks has managed to make Sisko really
interesting in situations where he's not commanding.  (Other than when he's
interacting with his son, where Brooks has always done terrific work.)
O'Hare has just the opposite problem.  Unfortunately, since we see Sinclair
as a commander more than anything else, this is going to continue until
O'Hare can figure out what he's doing wrong.

   The relationship between Sinclair and Sakai starts off really well, with
both Julia Nickson and O'Hare doing a great job of creating tension between
them.  O'Hare in particular makes Sinclair look really uncomfortable,
exactly how he would feel.  It's not until the end of the dinner scene that
everything changes.  Suddenly, all the dialogue (especially Sakai's)
changes from what it was, natural-sounding and believable, to lines that
are forced and trite.  I can't believe she had dialogue like "Maybe I
needed you.  Maybe I just needed someone.  And right now, for this one
moment, I don't care," and "Don't turn me away.  Don't make me feel like a
fool."  It doesn't look *that* bad on paper, but boy, when someone actually
says lines like that...well...let's just say my eyes rolled completely out
of my head.  The dialogue really is the weakest part of Babylon 5; it
doesn't sound at all like the way real people talk.  It needs to improve a
lot before an episode is really going to blow me away.

   The G'Kar plot starts off really well also.  Watching G'Kar make dinner
was quite amusing.  Ultimately though, the whole thing ends up having no
point.  The assassin tries to kill G'Kar.  Na'Toth stops him.  Yeah?  So?
It also features something I thought I'd never see, Andreas Katsulas giving
a truly *awful* performance.  He overdoes almost every scene to such a
degree that G'Kar comes off as nothing more than a buffoon.  There are
several particularly bad scenes, but his meeting with N'Grath about sums it
up; Katsulas is overacting *terribly* there.  The director, Jim Johnston,
should have pulled him back in almost every scene, so it's not entirely
Andreas' fault.  Much of the plot is ridiculously overdone as well.  Didn't
anybody look at the end of the first act where G'Kar wakes up and screams
for 10 seconds and say, "You know, that's really awful.  It's like a
cartoon." The plot still manages to be fairly diverting, due in large part
to Caitlin Brown, who is wonderful as Na'Toth.  Thomas Kopache as Tu'Pari
is also quite good.

   Part of the reason I'm being so hard on the main plotline is because it
took time away from what *should* have been the focus, the wonderful
religious ceremonies that were going on.  Here was a chance to see what all
these characters believe, what makes them tick, but we only get the
faintest glimpse.  This could easily have been an entire episode in itself.
The Centauri episode was a lot of fun, but the Minbari one was the more
fascinating.  It's my guess that Delenn married Sinclair during the
ceremony.  I have my suspicions as to why, but I'll keep them to myself for
the moment.  It does make for some interesting speculation.  When this
holiday comes around next year, I suggest devoting another *entire* episode
to it.  (On a side note, Bill Mumy is very good as Lennier.  I'm interested
to see where his character is going.)

   Sinclair's solution to representing the dominant belief system of Earth
was very clever and logical, making for a brilliant scene, the best in the
episode.  I am assuming however, that the events went beyond the
superficiality of shaking everyone's hand, and the ambassadors had several
hours to interact with the folks and learn what their philosophy of life
is.  I like the scene because it's unassuming.  It doesn't say all these
belief systems are right.  It simply says that they all exist, and that
humans *allow* them all to exist, whether they believe in them or not.
Here they are; you can look into them and see what's true and what isn't.
Beautiful moment.

"Parliament of Dreams" is a pretty good episode, but I am a little
concerned, because if this is supposed to be the "cream of the crop" for
B5, then the show isn't really going to reach its potential.  On the other
hand, if the show can build off of the good things in the episode, then
we're in good shape.

Grade: 7.25
     
Season 1 so far:

"The Gathering"                  5.00
"Midnight on the Firing Line"    7.25
"Soul Hunter"                    6.00
"Born to the Purple"             6.75
"Infection"                      4.00
"Parliament of Dreams"           7.25
                                 ----
Average:                         6.04

Jose Gonzalez 

 
                          

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 00:20:06 GMT
From: mears@cup.hp.com (David Mears)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 CRITICAL COMMENTS: "Parliament of Dreams"

Jose Gonzalez (wombat@eng.umd.edu) wrote:

> ***Spoilers***

> Sinclair's solution to representing the dominant belief system of Earth
> was very clever and logical, making for a brilliant scene, the best in
> the episode.  It doesn't say all these belief systems are right.  It
> simply says that they all exist, and that humans *allow* them all to
> exist, whether they believe in them or not.  Here they are; you can look
> into them and see what's true and what isn't.  Beautiful moment.

This was the part of the show that I had the most trouble with.  Yet it
wouldn't have taken much to fix it.  So what happens and why doesn't it
work?  Sinclair is to present Earth's dominant religious beliefs, so what
does he do?  He introduces his guests to dozens and dozens (and dozens! ;-)
of people.  Does he explain who these people are and why there are so many
of them?  No!  He just starts introducing them.  If I had absolutely no
background in Earth history or beliefs I would be horribly confused.  Who
are all these people?  What do they have to do with Earth's predominant
beliefs?

Adding a simple line for Sinclair such as `It's impossible to make a
presentation of Earth's predominant belief system because there are so many
of them.  So, I'd like you to meet some people who represent ALL the
beliefs practiced on Earth.'  Without this, I just don't see how a Minbari,
Narn or Centauri would have any clue what was going on.

Even allowing for followup after the introductions, I think it would have
made MUCH more sense (in the context of the station) to explain things at
the beginning.

David B. Mears
Hewlett-Packard
Cupertino CA
mears@cup.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 08:43:11 GMT
From: koreth@spud.hyperion.com (Steven Grimm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: "Mind War" (opinion & spoilers)

Non-spoiler opinion: _That's_ more like it!  Easily the best episode so
far.  I give it 9 out of 10.

Now for the juicy stuff.  Proceed no further if you don't want to be
spoiled.

The first thing that struck me as I watched was how much the effects have
improved since the start of the season.  I know it was filmed tenth, so
probably next week's won't be as stunning effects-wise, but I can't wait to
see how they'll improve things next.  Well, okay, I do harbor some hope
that the next thing to improve is the core shuttle sequence; it looks much
better than in "The Gathering," but is still way too computery.

The obvious big question is, just what did Ironheart give to Talia?  Simple
telekinetic ability?  Or did he boost all her powers?  If she's now as
powerful as a Psi-Cop (or even more so), how long will it be before the
Corps finds out and tries to do something about it?  I won't speculate
beyond that for fear of getting into story ideas, except to say that if I'm
right about where things are going, Talia is shortly going to be in deep
trouble with several major players in the B5 universe.

I liked the subplot with Catherine and G'Kar.  I do take issue with his
statement that nobody on the station is what they seem, though.  Kosh is
exactly what he seems: an enigma. :) I wonder if we'll ever see those
aliens again.  With a show like B5, it's tough to decide what's just a
throwaway plot element and what's an event that'll be vitally important
three years down the road.  Guess we'll have to wait and see.

It seems extremely naive of Sinclair to assume that the Psi-Corps will just
believe Bester's report and let it go at that.  Were I the Corps, if one of
my officers returned from a dangerous mission having witnessed his
partner's death, I'd have him scanned.  Especially since he might have been
influenced by Ironheart somehow and could be lying without knowing it.

My only complaints are nitpicks, really: the aforementioned core-shuttle
effect and the slightly cheesy shot of Sinclair pushing Talia out of the
way of a falling girder.  I give it 9 out of 10 only because I suspect
there're even better episodes coming down the road and I want to leave some
room at the high end of my scale.

Keep up the good work, Joe.  "Mind War" is a winner.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 08:38:35 GMT
From: Jeric@cup.portal.com (J Eric Chard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 CRITICAL COMMENTS: "Parliament of Dreams"

Once again proving that tv is subjective,
Jose writes:

>One of the best things that this episode does is give us a chance to see
>Sinclair doing something other than commanding, a position that O'Hare has
>quickly proven he's not very good at portraying.  However, this episode
>demonstrates that when Michael is given something else to do, he does a
>fine job of it.  This is an interesting contrast to Avery Brooks of DS9,
>who has always done a great job portraying Commander Sisko.

Say what?  I've never liked Brooks presentation.  Talk about wooden.  Then,
as soon as his kid (whom I think is very good) shows up, he turns all warm
and fuzzy.  The character is practically schizo.  IMHO, of course.

>It really wasn't until recently that Brooks has managed to make Sisko
>really interesting in situations where he's not commanding.  (Other than
>when he's interacting with his son, where Brooks has always done terrific
>work.)  O'Hare has just the opposite problem.  Unfortunately, since we see
>Sinclair as a commander more than anything else, this is going to continue
>until O'Hare can figure out what he's doing wrong.

I believe he's doing it right: it's the CHARACTER of Sinclair that is
uncomfortable, not the actor O'Hare.

Jeric@cup.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 15:22:07 GMT
From: leew@id1.indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L&C in Friday's USA Today

Today's (Friday) USA Today has two articles on Lois and Clark.  One an
interview with ms. Hatcher and another with ms. Levine.  In it, Levine says
that the "vibes for renewal are good". and that they plan a two part story
to end the season.

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 13:55:44 GMT
From: dchow@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Synistyr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE X-FILES - "E.B.E"

vghoward@delphi.com writes:

>#3 - Was Scully's attache case being set down significant?  Maybe, maybe
>not.  Mulder could have knocked it down, but, remember, he was seen coming
>in the office from another door.  We don't know if he ever passed through.
>Also note that Scully appears to have difficulty looking at Mulder when he
>tells her that they can only count on one another and are alone in this
>situation.  It could be interpreted as though her conscience is starting
>to bother her.  Remember, she never once asked Mulder if he trusted her.
>Let's face it, Mulder really has no reason to.  So the question is: Is
>there a message for her that somebody in the Bureau put inside her case?
>This situation could be proof that Scully knows more than she's lead
>Mulder and the viewer to believe.

Hmmn... Maybe:

   i) Mulder was seen coming from the left of the screen.  If I recall,
there is a wall on the right side.  So it is unlikely (for me) that he
would come from where ever he was, go to the desk, knock over her
briefcase, back to the other office and back to Sculley in such a short
time.

And...

   ii) How come she didn't hear her brief case fall?. 

>#4 - Obviously, shady government officials arranged it so that the truck
>driver could continue on his trip.  But was the E.B.E.  still on board?
>Think about - they could have quickly removed the creature and had the
>truck continue its path in order to distract the UFOs tracking it.

   Wouldn't the gov't want the other UFOs too?

>Remember, this is not what I believe DEFINITELY happened in "E.B.E."  but
>it certainly fills out all the plot holes and questions that were raised
>in the story.  (Such as, why would the government allow the truck to
>continue carrying its payload if they knew that a UFO tried to rescue its
>passenger?  How come the UFO that first discovered the truck didn't
>retrieve the E.B.E.?  Why does Scully's behavior seem a little eratic at
>times - isn't it a little convenient that she was the one who found out
>where the truck could be found?)

  Another question: Why would gov't exterminate any UFO's shot down/found?
Are the gov't so confident (read: arrogant) in their power and defenses
that thye believe they can fend off any possible alien retaliation?

>The one thing, though, that I am most sure of is that Mulder and Scully,
>and the UFOs, were chasing after a truck that carried...NOTHING.

  This I buy.. :)

Donald Chow
dchow@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 18:03:20 GMT
From: tly@sei.cmu.edu (Tonya L Yount)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE X-FILES - "E.B.E"

dchow@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Synistyr) writes:
>   i) Mulder was seen coming from the left of the screen.  If I recall,
>there is a wall on the right side.  So it is unlikely (for me) that he
>would come from where ever he was, go to the desk, knock over her
>briefcase, back to the other office and back to Sculley in such a short
>time.
> 
> And...
>    ii) How come she didn't hear her brief case fall?. 

Well, as for i) there's always the argument other netters have been
presenting - that he was already *in* the office when Scully got there.
Either way, he could have simply knocked her briefcase over when he turned
on the light.  That wouldn't take long at all.  As for ii) why *would* she
hear a briefcase fall onto its side from a hallway away?  Is it made of
concrete?  Full of marbles?  If a briefcase falls down in an office when no
one is around, does it make any sound :-)??

Tonya L. Yount
tly@sei.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 01:30:28 GMT
From: dawyd@dorsai.dorsai.org (David Gurzynski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-files

Irv L. Burough wrote:
>I think it's also important to remember that DT had said at the shark tank
>that "a lie is convincingly hidden between two truths". Later

I think it's because he knows enough of Mulder that he knows it would drive
him bonkers trying to figure out what it REALLY meant.

>My uptake on this is that DT feels very bad about killing an alien life
>form, and I believe he did, reluctantly, and is telling the truth in this
>case.

I don't know about that. He may feel bad about killing it but I think he
still believes that he did what was necessary and right.  I would like to
think that his character is a bit more complex than most TV characters.
;-) Perhaps because he lies so well.

>EBE's if seen.  So 1 and 3 are the truths and number 2 above is the lie.
>The fact may be that it's agreed by both the world governments and the
>EBE's that they (EBE's) have access to research genetics etc. and any
>downed UFO's and dead EBE's may be studied for better understanding of
>alien or exobiology.

If that's the case then I think Fox has been reading too much from
alt.alien-visitors!

David Gurzynski
Brooklyn NY
dawyd@dorsai.dorsai.org

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Television - Doctor Who & SeaQuest (7 msgs) &
                            X-Files & Star Trek (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 21:42:45 GMT
From: domalley@unix1.tcd.ie (Daniel O'Malley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The (Updated) Doctor Who Video List...

This month's updates:

There are no new releases in the UK this month, but BBC Video have
re-released the following stories:

'An Unearthly Child', 'The Aztecs', 'The Dominators', 'The Mind Robber',  
'The Claws of Axos', 'The Time Warrior', 'Terror of the Zygons', 
'The Brain of Morbius', 'Mawdryn Undead', 'The Curse of Fenric',
'Daleks: The Early Years', 'Cybermen: The Early Years'.

All the above are as they were initially released (i.e. all in episode
format, except 'The Time Warrior' and 'Terror of the Zygons')

In addition, three stories have been re-released in episode format, whereas
before they were only available in movie format:
'Day of the Daleks', 'The Ark in Space' and 'Pyramids of Mars'.

Also this month comes a new batch of releases in the US from CBS/Fox.
These are:
The Dalek Invasion of Earth, The Mind Robber,
The Sontaran Experiment/Genesis of the Daleks (double tape),
The Masque of Mandragora, The Keeper of Traken and Mawdryn Undead.

Daniel O'Malley
Trinity College
Dublin, Ireland
domalley@unix1.tcd.ie

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 12:00:23 GMT
From: d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Underwater with Mr. Bill on Quest (no spoilers)

I thought this was a marginal episode. Nothing to write home about, usual
technical screw-ups. (Which I will not list here, since I said no
spoilers.)

I guess the thing that surprised me about this one was that it was so...
well, tepid. Shatner's performance wasn't bad, but it wasn't all that
interesting, either. The story was rather weak. I found the parallel
plotline about the Doctor to be more interesting. Sorry, Bev, but I think
I'm gonna have to take up scuba diving.

The *really* irritating part was concerning Darwin. Is he a superbeing, or
what? Do you get the impression that when they ask him a question and he
just turns away, that he does it so they won't see him laughing? This bit
that it is a given *FACT* that all dolphins are intelligent (Ballard said
so at the end) is nauseating. Do so many otherwise reasonable people really
believe this drivel? Give Darwin the command of the ship!

People believe what they want to believe.

Flame off

Dean

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 02:38:37 GMT
From: wrr3118@h2o.portal.com (Rick Russell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest

Robert Potts <potts.39@POPMAIL.ACS.OHIO-STATE.EDU> wrote:
>But, the scientists told them, DON'T give the computer a squeeky "Donald
>Duck" voice; that would be really stupid.  So, what did the TV people do?
>They put a translating computer with a squeaky voice in the show.  I guess
>that shows what they think of scientists' advice.

Well, they may have swung a strike on that count, but outside of that
Seaquest seems to have listened fairly well. I continue to be favorably
impressed with the way that Seaquest portrays reasonably realistic science
and scientists (with Darwin's almost incredible intelligence being one of
few exceptions).

It is refreshing to see a dedicated scientist on television without fearing
that they will be a complete social reject, a villainous mad doctor, or
have some horrible disease, etc. a la TNG.

It's also refreshing to see military authorities who are not universally
evil (e.g. Admiral Noyce).

Rick Russell
rick-russell@tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 05:45:15 GMT
From: neil@morgan.ucs.mun.ca (Neil Courtney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SeaQuest 02/27/94

Personally, I find that something (tv show, movie, book, etc.) has to be
VERY bad for me not to like it.

I never found any big problems with this episode.  They hired one of the
best, and my favourite, actors; they showed differing opinions among the
crew regarding a moral dilemma - help the man with the "handicapped" son,
or take the easy way out and turn him over to the authorities; they showed
that some people can see beyond the exterior of a person into what he/she
is like inside, as Westphalen or Hitchcock (I'm not completely familiar
with names yet) could see in Teslov, trusting him enough to take him to the
SeaQuest; finally, we saw Teslov agree to surrender after Darwin shows him
the cause of his son's problem, forcing him to come to grips with reality.

I also liked the fact that they found a better way to communicate with
Darwin other than with that irritating computer generated voice.

I feel that all of these factors combined to make a half decent (although
not the best) show.

Neil M. Courtney
404 Barnes House
Paton College
St. John's, Nfld
A1B 3P7

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 16:37:09 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest 2/27/94

>  Thank god I don't watch Seaquest on a regular basis.

It's not very good, although it is better than it used to be!  This episode
had the expected trademark Shatner overacting, and was in some ways a step
backwards in episode quality however...

They also descended to an absolute NEW LOW in total idiocy!  Perhaps one of
the stupidest things I've seen in a long time, in this episode they expect
you to believe that dolphins can generate "VIDEO" merely by thrashing
around their tail!!  Give me a break!!  That damn stupid fish has got to
go!

Don't tell me... did that guy at the end (who I never watch), say that at
Bob's bait & tackle institute, or whatever the hell the place is called,
they are "very close to making it a reality" or something?  Sheesh...

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 02:16:05 GMT
From: wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest HIDE & SEEK 2/27 (spoilers)

I thought that HIDE & SEEK was an excellent episode with William Shatner.
With the usual unresolved plot elements and the technical screw-ups, I
thought that the good acting compensated for these shortcomings.  I give
this episode a strong B.

I still can't believe that the Serbs, Bosnians, and the Croats are still
fighting that far into the future. However, I liked the remark "There has
never been a multiethnic country; it's as old as the Earth itself."  Can
anyone out in cyberspace think of one?

Now, to that crazy dolphin contraption...

Didn't anyone think it was a little coincidental that Lucas and the
seaQuest people would just HAPPEN to set up this little holographic
contraption just before Teslov and his son came aboard the seaQuest?
Nevertheless, I liked the machine.  It gave Darwin another way to
communicate without using that pathetic squeaky computer voice.  However,
the pictures that Darwin generated were too realistic, but the way that
they explained how the machine worked (the wires in the wall sensing
Darwin's electrical signals) was good.  I actually understood it.

I'm beginning to quite tired of Darwin's superintelligent capabilities,
which were overemphasized in this episode.  I agree that they are smart,
but that crack about "He's probably complaining about how the monkeys
screwed things up" ticked me off.  It's that fish that always saves the
day.

And when did the former Admiral Noyce become Secretary-General Noyce.  Did
I miss something? I thought he remarked that his position was temporary in
the previous episode (THE STINGER).

And is Lucas leaving the seaQuest?  I didn't quite get that conversation at
the end...were Landsdown and and Westphalen talking about Lucas or Teslov's
boy, Caesar?  I think it is the latter one, but I'm not sure.

Those two little references in this episode were great (the JTK-NCC1701 and
the AIRWOLF helicopter in the beginning scene).  It's those little touches
that improves the quality of the show.

Also, does anyone know if NBC is renewing seaQuest for another season?  I
know many people out there hate the show, but I like the show.  THE STINGER
(last week's episode) was #56 in the Nielsen ratings, so this may seem
unlikely.  But with the last season of ST:TNG ending, They may choose to
renew it, for this show may get a few former ST:TNG fans.

Again, this was a good episode (probably because of Shatner), but we'll be
watching reruns for the next 2 weeks in California (the one with the
glowing squid manure - TREASURES OF TONGA TRENCH, and the one with the
discovery of Alexandria Library - TREASURES OF THE MIND).

Wesley Chan
California Technology Project
Arcadia, CA
wchan@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 14:45:28 GMT
From: drh4@po.cwru.edu (Dawn R. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest HIDE & SEEK 2/27 (spoilers)

 As to the questions about Adm Noyce and Lucas:

In "the Stinger" episode, Noyce was referred to as the Secretary General.
When he was talking to Bridger about the posion being temporary, he was
talking about the aide who wouldn't put Bridger through to Noyce earlier in
the episode. Noyce must have either gotten promoted or is tired of wearing
his uniforms, maybe???

   As for Lucas, Westphalen was talking about Malcolm taking Caesar. The
reference to Lucas had to do with Lucas adapting the vocorder program for
Malcolm and Caesar, so that they could communicate. Lucas isn't leaving as
far as I know.

   And as for seaQuest's renewal, I haven't heard anything about it, but I
hope it is renewed or maybe put into syndication. It's a good show that
deserves its chance, just like TNG did. I did see an encouraging post not
too long ago that said seaQuest was coming in in the top 20 for viewers in
the 18-45 group and higher up for teens. So who knows?  

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 21:01:03 GMT
From: neil@morgan.ucs.mun.ca (Neil Courtney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest 2/27/94

>in this episode they expect you to believe that dolphins can generate
>"VIDEO" merely by thrashing around their tail!!

I may be mistaken, now, but I believe that this tail thrashing was just a
switch so that Darwin could turn on the image translator.

>Don't tell me... did that guy at the end (who I never watch), say that at
>Bob's bait & tackle institute, or whatever the hell the place is called,
>they are "very close to making it a reality" or something?  Sheesh...

If you can't bring yourself to believe that there actually is some
scientific basis in the plots of these shows (at least a smidgen), maybe
you should try watching another channel on Sunday nights, or else taking
your complaints to someone who actually gives a damn about hearing them.

I'm one of the people who's not afraid to admit that the show wasn't as
horrible as some people would claim it was.  It was a combination of good
acting and a believable storyline (despite your arguments).

Neil M. Courtney
404 Barnes House
Paton College
St. John's, Nfld.
A1B 3P7

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 14:07:39 GMT
From: AGB001@acad.drake.edu (ParaPsykotic)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-Files

In regards to X-Files:

>> #1 - What was the truck driver shooting at?  And what was the
>> radioactive, white material that Mulder retrieved from the site?
>
>I noticed that they never went back to that.  
>
>> #2 - Was Scully's blue pen bugged when she loaned it to the woman at the
>> car rental place?  My theory: It doesn't matter.  The fact is, Mulder
>> and Scully have always been bugged, we can assume.
>
>At the time, I hadn't considered it, but thinking back that's another one
>of those subtle things thrown in.

I noticed this. In the episode, the woman asks to borrow her pen. BUT as
the woman later leaves, we see her set another pen down and walk off. So
when I saw that, I immediately yelled that her pen was now bugged. (The
person watching it with me didn't believe me... Hehehee...) So I would
assume it was there they were bugged with the pen.

>> #3 - Was Scully's attache case being set down significant?  Maybe, maybe
>> not.  Mulder could have knocked it down, but, remember, he was seen
>> coming in the office from another door.  We don't know if he ever passed
>> through.  Also note that Scully appears to have difficulty looking at
>> Mulder when he tells her that they can only count on one another and are
>> alone in this situation.  It could be interpreted as though her
>> conscience is starting to bother her.  Remember, she never once asked
>> Mulder if he trusted her.  Let's face it, Mulder really has no reason
>> to.  So the question is: Is there a message for her that somebody in the
>> Bureau put inside her case?  This situation could be proof that Scully
>> knows more than she's lead Mulder and the viewer to believe.
>
>Anything's possible.  However, the way I interpretted things, that wasn't
>another door (to the outside, at least), but the door to an inner office.
>Remember, Scully sees her attache case knocked over and then we hear a
>filing cabinet slammed shut over where Mulder is.
>
>I really don't know about Scully knowing more than we see, but it seems
>possible...

Well, I noticed this. The impression I got was that it was intentional to
show that someone was in there. Could have been Mulder, but someone was
there.

>> #4 - Obviously, shady government officials arranged it so that the truck
>> driver could continue on his trip.  But was the E.B.E.  still on board?
>> Think about - they could have quickly removed the creature and had the
>> truck continue its path in order to distract the UFOs tracking it.
>
>That would make sense.
>
>There's definitely many directions they can take after "E.B.E."

Or here's another idea. Maybe they wanted to try and keep tabs on Mulder
and Sculley by throwing them on the wrong course.
 
Think about it. If the FBI KNEW that someone was following them, they
wouldn't just get up and continue. They'd find a second route with
something less.  (IE Using a Mini-Van and NOT a truck, or some such.)

Tony Bossaller
AGB001@acad.drake.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 06:14:43 GMT
From: tval@delphi.com (Thomas Valeriano)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Worf and Troi marriage inspired by convention

I was at the Trek convention last spring in Vally Forge, Pennsylvania.
Mike Dorn was there as a speaker, and somebody threw out the question: 'Is
it likely that Worf and Troi will have a relationship?'  Now Mike laughed
it off with a joke about Worf asking Riker's permission and proceeded on
with another question however, I saw an episode recently in which a
reality-jumping Worf is married to Troi and one of her lines is 'You even
asked Cmdr. Riker for permission.'  Coincidence? I think not.
 
Tom

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 19:42:13 GMT
From: xzz0280@rjt.rchland.ibm.com (R. J. Traff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG, What next? Kitchen staff in command?

jad@tct.COM (Jo Davidsmeyer) writes:
[Much deleted and discussed in my other post]
> Don't trivialize command of the Enterprise by letting it be something an
> officer can treat as a sideline to his/her chosen career.

I thought of another point in defense of Deanna's promotion.

She is the advisor to the Captain of the Starfleet flagship.  He solicits
her advice on command decisions including acts of war, first contact,
diplomacy, as well as personal issues.  She *must* have a deep knowledge
and understanding of these facets of command.  I don't think, then, that
starship command can be considered a 'sideline'.  It is a central concern
in her position.  Previously, she didn't have the duties and
responsibilities to go with her skills.  In fact, the one part of her
qualification with which she struggled was the engineering portion (with a
character test), which fits with this background.

Now, after correcting that deficiency, she has the duties which will make
more direct use of her command knowledge and experience.  This should make
her a better advisor to the captain (and other officers) as well as make
her even more valuable to the ship.

R.J.Traff

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 20:31:03 GMT
From: dl921389@sparc.uccb.ns.ca (Derek Francis Lawrence)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG "Lower Decks"

 I liked that episode too. I thought it brought more depth to the starship.
I mean, there's over 1000 people on board, one would think we'd see a
little more than just the big 8 or however many there are.
 I had read on another system that these characters were to be on the new
ST series "Voyager" but they were rumours only, not confirmed by anyone.  I
thought the Bajoran ensign would have been saved too, if not in that
episode, maybe in a future episode, you know? But Picard declared her lost,
so she's gone. I liked her character, it had a lot of guts that some TNG
regulars don't have.

Derek
dl921389@sparc.uccb.ns.ca

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		  Television - The Doctor Who Video List

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Feb 94 21:42:45 GMT
From: domalley@unix1.tcd.ie (Daniel O'Malley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The (Updated) Doctor Who Video List...

	    The Complete Doctor Who Video List - February 1994.
	    Compiled by Daniel O'Malley (domalley@unix1.tcd.ie)

This is my attempt at listing all the Doctor Who-related videos currently
available.

If you know of any that are not included here, if you spot any errors on my
part, or if you can make any suggestions as to how I could improve the
list, please e-mail me with the details.

An updated version of this list will be posted to rec.arts.drwho every
month - generally in the first week of the month, when the BBC release
their new titles.

This list is also available for anonymous ftp from frontios.niagara.edu as
/pub/Doctor_Who/matrix/videos, and from me via e-mail, if you ask me really
nicely...

So what's in here?
Well, I've divided the list into 2 sections:

1) 'Official' releases - stories and BBC-produced 'specials'
2) Non-BBC releases - Including the MythMaker series, the movies,
   the 'Stranger And Miss Brown' stories, etc..

But before we begin:

Video standards - a brief explanation:

NTSC stands for National Television Standards Council (or Never Twice the
Same Colour), and is the TV/video standard used in the US, Canada and
Japan.

PAL stands for Phase Alternating Line (or Picture Always Lousy) and is the
TV/video standard used in most of the rest of the world, including the UK
and most of Europe, Australia, New Zealand, etc..

The fact that these 2 standards are different means that tapes bought
in the UK will *not* play on US VCRs (even though they are both VHS).
And vice versa, of course.

Dual-standard VCRs can be purchased, however, and conversions can be
professionally done (but it's expensive.)

[As for how the two compare, a PAL signal is made up of a 625-line picture
updated 25 times a second, while an NTSC signal is 525 lines updated 30
times a second.

This means that PAL gives better picture quality (in terms of the
resolution of the image) while NTSC has a higher update rate, and therefore
less prone to flicker.  Of course, both British and American patriots can
have endless arguments over which standard is "better", but there's no room
for that here.]

One other important thing you may be worried about is:

Where can I get these videos?

Well, the answer depends on where you live...

UK:

All the BBC releases and most of the MythMakers, etc. are available from:

John Fitton (Books and magazines),
1 Orchard Way,
Near Goole,
North Humberside DN14 0RT,
ENGLAND.

UKers should send an A5 SAE to get a catalogue of what's available.

The BBC releases can also be ordered directly from the BBC themselves (see
address below).

USA:

S & J Productions,
P.O. Box 154,
Colonia,
NJ 07067, USA.

(or call 1-800-232-6002 between 9am and 7pm EST)

They should have all of the CBS/Fox videos and many of the others.

Another good stockist is:

John McElroy
2401 Fox Plaza
1390 Market St.
San Francisco,
CA 94102,
USA.

Any good video stockist should have the CBS/Fox videos in stock, or be able
to order them easily - to find your nearest stockist, call: 1-800-800-2369.

Canada:

Who Enterprises,
P.O. Box 399,
Station "R",
Toronto,
Ontario M4G 4C3,
CANADA.

Australia:

ATVS-XL5,
9 Cleveland Street,
Dianella WA 6062,
AUSTRALIA.

(Does anyone have the address of a stockist in New Zealand?)

		  Section 1 : 'Official' BBC releases...

This section of the list contains what might be called the 'official'
releases - i.e. actual story releases and various BBC-produced 'specials'.

All the videos in this section (60 stories and 6 specials) are currently
available (on PAL) from BBC Video. (Address below)

The stories in this list are in chronological order, and are preceded by
their production code to make the thing a little easier to read.

In addition, some of the titles are marked as follows:

(US/Can) means title is available [on NTSC] in the US/Canada from CBS/Fox
video.

(Aus/NZ) means title is available [on PAL] in both Australia and New
Zealand from Polygram Video.

(Double) means the title comes on two tapes - usually costing twice the
price as well...

(Movie) means the title is in 'movie' format - that is, all the episodes
have been squidged together to form one long continuous story. (i.e.,
without a cliffhanger and closing credits every 25 minutes...)

This is the case with older titles only - newer titles are all in the
correct episodic format.

This month's new releases are marked as *NEW!*.

Releases marked as *BUDGET* are being sold at a reduced price by the BBC in
a special promotion, running until July 31st 1994.

To get more information on what is available, or on forthcoming releases,
you may contact BBC Video at either of the following addresses:

BBC Video,                     BBC Video,        
P.O. Box 100,                  BBC Enterprises,  
Nailsea,              -OR-     80 Wood Lane,     
Bristol BS19 1AN,              London W12 OTT,  
ENGLAND.                       ENGLAND.       

(You may also buy any of the videos by mail order from these addresses.)

You can enquire about upcoming US releases from the following address (no
mail order from here, though):

Mindy Pickard,
CBS/Fox Video, 
1330 Avenue of the Americas
New York,  
NY 10019,    
USA.

(Bear in mind that CBS/Fox can only release stories that have been released
in the UK first.)

Now, on with the show:

The First Doctor (William Hartnell):

A  An Unearthly Child (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) *BUDGET* 
B  The Daleks (Aus/NZ) (Double) 
F  The Aztecs (Aus/NZ) *BUDGET*
K  The Dalek Invasion of Earth (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) (Double)
N  The Web Planet (Aus/NZ) (Double)
   (Aus/NZ release is a single tape.)
R  The Chase (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
   (Packaged in special presentation tin with 'Remembrance of the Daleks'.)

The Second Doctor (Patrick Troughton):

MM  The Tomb of the Cybermen (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
TT  The Dominators (Aus/NZ) *BUDGET*
UU  The Mind Robber (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) *BUDGET*
VV  The Invasion (Double) (Aus/NZ)
    (Contains fill-in narration by Nicholas Courtney
    to take the place of the missing episodes 1 and 4.)
WW  The Krotons (Aus/NZ)
XX  The Seeds of Death (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) (Movie)
ZZ  The War Games (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) (Double) 

The Third Doctor (Jon Pertwee):

AAA  Spearhead from Space (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) (Movie)
BBB  The Silurians (Aus/NZ) (Double) (Newly recolourised version) 
     (Aus/NZ release is a single tape.)
EEE  Terror of the Autons (Newly recolourised version) (Aus/NZ)
GGG  The Claws of Axos (Aus/NZ) *BUDGET*
JJJ  The Daemons (Newly recolourised version) (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
KKK  Day of the Daleks (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) (Movie) *BUDGET*
     (Also available on NTSC laserdisc in US/Can.
     UK budget release is in episode format, unlike the original.)
LLL  The Curse Of Peladon (Aus/NZ)
PPP  The Three Doctors (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
UUU  The Time Warrior (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) (Movie) *BUDGET*
XXX  Death to the Daleks (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) (Movie)
ZZZ  Planet of Spiders (Aus/NZ) (Double)
     (Aus/NZ release is a single tape.)

The Fourth Doctor (Tom Baker):

4A  Robot (Aus/NZ)
4C  The Ark in Space (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) *BUDGET*
    (UK budget release is in episode format, unlike the original.)
4B/4E The Sontaran Experiment/Genesis of the Daleks (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
    (Double) 
4D  Revenge of the Cybermen (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) (Movie)
4F  Terror of the Zygons (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) (Movie) *BUDGET*
4H  Planet of Evil
4G  Pyramids of Mars (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) (Movie) *BUDGET*
    (UK budget release is in episode format, unlike the original.)
4K  The Brain of Morbius (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) *BUDGET*
    (The UK release is unedited - but the US/Can one is
    a butchered 1 hour version... Yuk.)
4M  The Masque of Mandragora (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
4P  The Deadly Assassin (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
    (US/Can release is in movie format.)
4R  The Robots of Death (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) (Movie)
4S  The Talons of Weng-Chiang (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) (Movie)
4X  Image of The Fendahl (Aus/NZ)
5H  City of Death (Aus/NZ)
5M  Shada (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
    (Contains fill-in narration by Tom Baker.
    UK and Aus/NZ release also contains copy of script.)
5T  The Keeper of Traken (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
5V  Logopolis (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)

The Fifth Doctor (Peter Davison):

5Z  Castrovalva (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
6B  Earthshock (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
6F  Mawdryn Undead (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) *BUDGET*
6G  Terminus (Aus/NZ)
6H  Enlightenment (Aus/NZ)
6K  The Five Doctors (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
    (Both US/Can and Aus/NZ releases contain minor cuts.)
6P  Resurrection of the Daleks
6R  The Caves of Androzani (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)

The Sixth Doctor (Colin Baker):

6S  The Twin Dilemma (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
6V  Vengeance on Varos (Aus/NZ)
6W  The Two Doctors
7A\ The Trial of a Time Lord (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
7B- (This is a triple-tape release - it comes
7C/ in a special TARDIS-shaped presentation tin.)

The Seventh Doctor (Sylvester McCoy):

7G  Dragonfire
7H  Remembrance of the Daleks (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
    (Comes in special presentation tin with 'The Chase'. In stereo.)
7K  Silver Nemesis (Aus/NZ)
    (Contains approx. 11 minutes of extra [unbroadcast] footage,
    plus a 55-minute American documentary on the making of the story.)
7N  The Curse Of Fenric (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) *BUDGET*
    (Contains approx. 6 minutes of extra [unbroadcast] footage. In stereo.)

Compilations:

The Hartnell Years (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
Contains : The original pilot episode, The Crusade (3), The Celestial
Toymaker (4) and various clips. Presented by Sylvester McCoy.

The Troughton Years (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
Contains : The Abominable Snowmen (2), The Enemy of the World (3), The
Space Pirates (2) and various clips. Presented by Jon Pertwee.

The Pertwee Years (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
Contains : Inferno (7), Frontier in Space (6), The Daemons (5) and various
clips. Presented by Jon Pertwee.

The Tom Baker Years (Double) (US/Can) (Aus/NZ)
(Aus/NZ release is a single tape.)
Contains the man himself watching various clips from his stories and making
comments on each.

Daleks - The Early Years  (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) *BUDGET*
Contains : Evil of the Daleks (2), The Dalek's Masterplan (5,10) and
various odd clips. Presented by Peter Davison.

Cybermen - The Early Years (US/Can) (Aus/NZ) *BUDGET*
Contains : The Moonbase (2,4), The Wheel in Space (3,6) and various odd
clips.  Presented by Colin Baker.

Forthcoming Attractions:

Now, for all you lucky people on the British side of the Pond, here's a
glimpse of what that wonderful bunch of human beings at BBC Video have in
store for us over the next while:

March: Arc of Infinity, The Green Death (Double).
(The Green Death is not definite, since it was recently repeated on BBC2.)
May: Inferno (Double), Revelation of the Daleks.

Rest of 1994 (still unconfirmed): The Monster of Peladon, Attack of the
Cybermen, incomplete Tenth Planet (links by Michael Craze) and incomplete
Reign of Terror (links by Carole-Ann Ford).

'The Colin Baker Years' *had* been shelved, but is apparently now a
possible release again.

Apparently the 'tinned' stories (i.e. The Chase, Remembrance of the Daleks
and the 'Trial of a Timelord' season) will all be sold individually
[meaning out of their tins] sometime in 1995. If you can wait that long.

It seems there are also tentative plans to release a video featuring home
video footage from location shoots for the programme - more details as they
come to me.

		  Section 2 : 'Non-official' releases...

First off we have the two Sixties Doctor Who movies - 'Dr. Who And The
Daleks' and 'Daleks - Invasion Earth 2164 A.D.'.  These have been lumped
together onto one tape and newly re-released by Warner Home Video (on PAL,
at least). They should be available wherever the BBC videos are sold. If
not, then they should be available from John Fitton or any of the other
stockists listed above.

The following are produced by Reeltime Pictures:

MythMakers: These are interviews with the people in question, generally
discussing their involvement with Doctor Who, but a few covering more
general topics instead...

1. Michael Wisher
2. John Leeson
3. Nicholas Courtney
4. Carole Ann Ford
5. Janet Fielding
6. Nicola Bryant
7. Wendy Padbury
8. Michael Craze
9. Sarah Sutton
10. Deborah Watling
11. Victor Pemberton
12. Ian Marter
13. John Levene
14. Peter Grimwade
15. Jon Pertwee
16. Richard Franklin
17. Tom Baker
18. Marvel Comics - DWM
19. Colin Baker
20. David Banks
21. Mary Tamm
22. John Nathan-Turner
23. Sophie Aldred
24. Jackie Lane
25. Barry Letts & Terrance Dicks
26. Anneke Wills
27. Louise Jameson
28. *NEW!* Sylvester McCoy

MythRunner : The best and worst of the MythMaker series, featuring various
clips, bloopers, etc..

Just Who on Earth is Tom Baker?:
A look at TB's lifestyle courtesy of the man himself.

Wartime:
This is a 30-minute UNIT drama, with John Levene as Sergeant Benton and
also featuring Michael Wisher.

Can anyone who has seen this tell me some more about it?

Return to Devil's End:
Jon Pertwee, Nicholas Courtney, Richard Franklin and John Levene revisit
the village of Aldbourne, where The Daemons was filmed 20-odd years ago...

Coming soon from Reeltime:
Reeltime are producing a new drama adventure - called Downtime, it will
reportedly feature Nicholas Courtney as the Brigadier battling the Yeti...
John Levene and Deborah Watling will also feature.  A summer '94 release is
planned.

The following were produced by the DWAS:

The Panopticon Tapes: These are recordings of various panels and events
from the DWAS's Panopticon series of conventions...

1. Conventions - a general overview
2. Hartnell & Troughton Years
3. Pertwee Years
4. Post-Pertwee Years
5. Dragonfire Special

Panopticon 7 - A Decade of DWAS:
As the title implies, this would seem to be some sort of documentary...

The 'Stranger and Miss Brown' stories:

You might think these have very little to do with Doctor Who, but as anyone
who's seen them will tell you - they're basically DW in everything but
name...

They're produced by this chap called Bill Baggs, who's a big fan of Who,
and they're released under the banner of the 'BBC Film Club'....

They star Colin Baker as 'The Stranger' - a man who has gone into isolation
because of his deep regret for the things that have happened in his past...
(In fact, he is not referred to by any name at all during the stories - it
could so easily be the Doctor...)

Nicola Bryant also features as his 'companion', Miss Brown (that was Peri's
surname too - what a staggering coincidence..! ;-)

NB actually talks in her normal British accent here, doesn't do any
screaming, doesn't wear a skimpy costume, and does some decent acting.
Apart from that, she's identical to Peri. [Insert massive smiley here]

These videos were previously available only by mail order, but they can now
be purchased (or at least ordered) in any good video stockist.

There are 2 tapes:
Vol.1 contains - 
Summoned By Shadows (also features Michael Wisher)
and More Than A Messiah (also features Sophie Aldred and Peter Miles)

Vol.2 contains - 
In Memory Alone 
and The Making of 'In Memory Alone'

More recently, Bill Baggs has produced 'The Airzone Solution', which also
features Colin Baker and Nicola Bryant (but not as the Stranger and Miss
Brown) along with Peter Davison, Sylvester McCoy and Jon Pertwee.

Another new tape, called 'Stranger Than Fiction', covers the making of 'The
Airzone Solution', and carries interviews with Colin Baker and Peter
Davison (and possibly McCoy and Pertwee)

I haven't either of the latter two, so I can't comment on them.  But I do
know that they are only available by mail order - write to John Fitton
[address above] for details.

As for the other 3 stories, they are all intelligent, well-produced quality
science-fiction dramas - rarely showing their tight budgets.  And
sometimes giving some of the 'proper' Doctor Who stories quite a run for
their money.  The best thing to do is just to watch them, and judge for
yourself.

That's all I can think of.  Have I left anything out?

Daniel O'Malley
Trinity College
Dublin, Ireland
domalley@unix1.tcd.ie
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Today's Topics:

		     Television - Star Trek (4 msgs) &
                                  Highlander (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 14:18:19 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG, What next? Kitchen staff in command?

AMEN to EVERYTHING you said re the issue of command in Star Fleet.

My husband was in the military and I worked for the military (as a
civilian) and I laugh at the way the military is depicted in ST, much as I
do love the show.  Granted there are going to be differences between Star
Fleet and the U.S. Army but, even so...

I am especially tired of the way women are depicted.  Thank goodness for
Kira and Dax in DS9.  They are so much more refreshing and interesting than
Crusher and Troi.

I do remember one example where I worked where the female S-1 (the unit's
chief paper pusher, a member of the adjutant corps) took over command of
Headquarters Company.  Granted, that was the paper-pushing company of the
unit, but it was very, very unusual.  I'll get flamed for saying this, but
the reason it happened was she was sleeping with the unit commander (they
later got married).

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 18:57:24 GMT
From: xzz0280@rjt.rchland.ibm.com (R. J. Traff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG, What next? Kitchen staff in command?

jad@tct.COM (Jo Davidsmeyer) writes:
> Watching this final season of Next Generation, I have sorely missed Gene
> Roddenberry's influence on the show. Though his personal vision is gone,
> it is more his personal background and experience that I so dearly miss;
> there is a level of life experience (and common sense) that seems to be
> lacking in this final group of episodes. Does no one associated with the
> show have any military background? Any time in the service? At least
> watched a John Wayne movie or two?
>
> I do not know how many letters Rick Berman received at the beginning of
> the season questioning why the Chief Medical Officer was put in charge of
> the bridge at a time of war. But after viewing "Thine Own Self," I
> wondered if this was somehow his response to those questions.  I found it
> more than odd to hear Beverly discuss with Deanna her joy at her
> occasional jaunts in the big chair, talking about command of the flagship
> of the fleet as if it were a Junior League function. I'm glad she feels
> more fulfilled by such activities, but is this a reason to put the lives
> and safety of 1,000 people in her hands? She sounded like one of those
> awful super-Mom commercials: "After a long day of healing the sick,
> giving my 110% as Chief Medical Officer, and still taking time to nurture
> my family, I like to relax by taking command of a Starship and exploring
> the galaxy in the quest of personal self-enlightenment and an end to
> homelessness." And then Deanna reacted like, "Well, that sounds neat. If
> she can do it, I can, too!" I'm not sure I understand the message this
> presents. In the 24th century Starfleet, men make life-long careers of
> command, but women can just "dabble" at it?

Note that we have seen plenty of women admirals and captains over the
course of the series, including Geordi's mother.  Troi and Crusher both
made statements as to how much they had thought about their decisions.  It
was not impulsive.  I don't think they're sending any message here.  I
think they could have just as well shown Geordi go through this except that
Troi and Riker make for a more dramatic conflict.  It also made more sense
to use Troi since we have *seen* her in command of the bridge ("Disaster").
The background on her motivation would be more clear to many viewers.  This
is also a point which you seem to miss: she was *already* in the chain of
command!  She was outranked only by (as far as we know) Picard, Riker,
Data, and Crusher.  She hasn't even moved up the chain, since Data is
appointed 2nd Officer.  Now she outranks him, but I think he would get
command before Troi.

> I was also concerned to see that in the 24th century Starfleet, there
> seems to be no such thing as non-combatant military personnel.
> Non-combatants serve essential support roles in the military, roles that
> are often honored by both sides in a conflict. An enemy may spare the
> lives of non-combatants and allow them to continue their functions, since
> they are no direct threat. But there is no reason to spare the life of a
> doctor who is also a battle commander; it would be rather stupid to grant
> the special dispensation allowed to non-combatants to a commander who
> just lead the attack against you.

This is true, but these doctors are on board an armed vessel.  The doctors
on aircraft carriers or supply ships (think "Mr. Roberts") are valid
targets in wartime.  Clearly marked medical ships are out-of-bounds and if
Starfleet has any of those, I would assume they would be relatively
unarmed, and would receive special dispensation.

> From this episode, it seems far easier (and takes less time) to qualify
> to command the bridge of a starship than it takes today to qualify to
> carry passengers for hire on a small plane.

The only part of the testing that they *showed* was the Engineering
qualification, but they mentioned a number of other tests.  Deanna also
said she had been thinking about this since 'Disaster'.  Perhaps she also
did some studying during that time.

> Can anyone on board the Enterprise at any time decide to "have a go" at
> bridge duty? All they have to do is pass a few tests over the course of a
> few days, and the first officer hands over the keys?

I would expect one to have earned the rank of Lt. Commander so that one
could be promoted to Commander.

> I particularly found it bothersome that the applicant can retake
> previously failed tests at will, trying them over and over until a
> correct solution is stumbled into. Today, when failing a professional
> certification you usually have to wait a prescribed period of time before
> being allowed to retake the exam (and then you are given a _different_
> test). If you fail the bar exam on Monday, they don't let you go back on
> Tuesday after you looked up the answers and take the test again.

This bothered me too.  Perhaps it's some sort of new educational or
management philosophy prevalent in the 24th century.

> What if the ship's cook wants to expand his/her horizons, too? Does
> Starfleet approve of this? If the Enterprise should somehow be destroyed
> while Deanna (or the cook) is in command of the bridge, I would think
> somebody at the Admiralty would rightfully question what idiot put a
> counselor in charge of this big, expensive piece of Starfleet property.

Again, it comes down to her already being a Lt. Commander and gaining the
necessary skills to be promoted to Commander.  It seemed fairly clear that
she already had a certain amount of leadership *and* technical training.
There is no conceivable way she could have picked up enough technical data
in the course of an episode to pass the Engineering qualification.  I would
also think this situation occurs fairly regularly in today's military.
They don't have three captains on a ship do they?  No, they have one
captain, and other officers take command of the bridge when the captain is
off-duty (like asleep).  That's part of what Riker is there for, as well as
any other personnel with the rank of Commander.

> This scenario stretches the "fiction" in science fiction. If you put the
> same situation in today's military, no one would accept such casualness
> of command in a fictional work.  Even in civilian life, this taking
> command so lightly wouldn't be tolerated. Can you see an episode of "The
> Love Boat" where Doc decides he wants to add variety to his daily routine
> and is allowed to command the bridge?

Can you see an episode of "The Love Boat" where Captain Stubing is on the
bridge 24 hours a day?  No.  Someone else must have had the duty some time.

> One problem Next Generation has had from the onset is that the regular
> female characters were cast in nurturing roles. At this late stage in the
> game, if they wish to correct this problem, then bring us women who have
> dedicated themselves and their lives to earning the right to command a
> ship of war.

But they have, as I said up front, shown examples of female captains and
admirals.  And don't forget the up-and-coming Lt. Shelby (from the Borg War
episodes).

> Don't trivialize command of the Enterprise by letting it be something an
> officer can treat as a sideline to his/her chosen career.

Deanna is not just a counselor.  She could do that anywhere.  She is a
Starfleet officer, and I think the episode made it clear that she spent a
lot of time considering this decision, worked hard to become qualified for
the rank, and will take her new duties very seriously.

R.J.Traff

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 14:17:19 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG, What next? Kitchen staff in command?

Just because you obtain the rank of "commander" doesn't mean you're in
command of something.  It's a ranking, not a position.

Putting Troi in charge of the Enterprise is analogous to putting a ship's
chaplain or doctor in command.  That kind of thing might happen in an
emergency - say if the ship were attacked and the ranking officers killed
but, in the normal course of events it isn't going to happen.  What would
happen is that as the chaplin or doctor or whatever advances up the ranks,
they take on more and more responsibility in their own fields of expertise.

Also, officer promotion doesn't come by taking a test. A board sits down
and determines, mostly on the strength of what are called OERs (Officer
Evaluation Reports) who to promote.  There is some politicking involved
too, of course.

My husband used to be a lawyer in the Army.  I think there were two
possibilities of command for lawyers: a company or battalion (I forget
which) of paper-pushing legal clerks and, I forget what their mission was
supposed to be, oh, excuse me, I do remember.  They processed claims.  The
other commands are commander of the Judge Advocate General School on the
campus of the Univ. of Virginia (rank: colonel) and the commander
(brigadier general) of the United States Army Legal Services Agency in
Falls Church, VA.  Well, that makes three, doesn't it?  But you're not
going to find a lawyer comanding a combat company, battalian, brigade,
corps, etc..  Unless the commander happens to be an officer who got a law
degree on the side.  Thus it is with Troi - she's a counselor; I assume
there must be some kind of counselor branch.  She could aspire to command
the counselor branch, or command some division within it.

People who command fighting units train, and train hard, for that.  They
don't learn to be warm, understanding psychological counselors (or doctors)
and then take a test so they can take a turn on the bridge or the current
military equivalent.

But that episode when Troi became a Romulan and had to be tough was a lot
of fun.  I enjoyed it.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 16:24:57 GMT
From: quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca (Asif Quadri u)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek rips off Twilight Zone

I think last night's TNG episode was a rip off from the Twilight zone.

The Twilight episodes I'm referring to is one where a woman is in hospital
and keeps having a dream of her breaking a glass when the clock strikes,
she then gets in the elevator, goes down to the morgue and a nurse comes
out and says 'room for one more honey'. Later she is at the airport, drops
a glass, then notices the clock. When she boards the plane the hostess says
'room for one more honey'. She runs off the plane and watches it explode on
take off.

Trek used this same episode in the one where Troi falls in love with Worf.
She keeps having this vision of a couple hugging and laughing at her,
similar to the clock and broken glass in the Twilight Zone, and then she
hears 'you know what you have to do', similar to 'room for one more honey'.

The way she kept seeing the dream over again and then re-lived it all when
it became real was just too similar to the Twilight episode.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 02:12:14 GMT
From: leeknights@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander/Last Chance - Interview
 
Back in Sept (93) I had the chance to interview Adrian Paul on one of the
location shots for the episode "The Zone".  Shortly after the interview, I
offered members of Usenet the chance to read the article written from that
interview.
 
And I'm repeating the offer. This is your last chance.  If you are
interested in reading the approximately 4 page article then email
LEEKNIGHTS@DELPHI.COM and I will send you the article.
 
This is NOT a new interview, so for those who've seen this before and
ordered the article, don't think this will be something you haven't already
seen.  This notice is mainly for people who weren't on the system at the
time.
 
In the subject header of the email type "I want to see the Adrian Paul
Interview" ... I will not be reading the body of all these messages unless
I don't see that line.
 
Linda

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 18:21:25 GMT
From: dw901@cleveland.freenet.edu (Michael J. Novak Jr.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander: Unholy Alliance - Part 2

Spoilers!
 
I was right!  In the latest episode of Highlander, "Unholy Alliance Part
2", when Macleod dumps the "army" woman at his apartment he drives to some
warehouse to find Xavier and Horton.  As he is getting out of his car,
Xavier (who is in the building) senses that another immortal is present and
says, "He's here." to which Horton asks "Who's here" and Xavier responds
"Macleod!"  I really don't give a damn what anyone else thinks, at this
point you can't convince me that these guys (at least the ones who have
been around the longest) can't tell at least if the other immortal is a
threat, and at most who it is.  I just want to know how many more examples
I have to point out before someone else gets it.  I took some heat on this
before, but at this point it seems pretty damn obvious!
 
And Charlie pulls through and Macleod says, "What if I told you it was
magic?"  UGH!  This guy almost dies helping Macleod and that's the best he
can do!
 
Also, that damn Horton guy is still alive!  I get the feeling that Dawson
may have pulled a fast one on Macleod again and used blanks when he shot
Horton.  He tricked Macleod once before where Horton, his brother-in-law,
was involved.  I don't think I can ever fully trust Dawson again!  Of
course Horton could have been wearing a "bullet proof" vest.  We will find
out soon enough.
  
Michael J. Novak Jr.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 15:57:56 GMT
From: amg@cbnewsh.cb.att.com (alan.m.gopin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander: Unholy Alliance - Part 2

dw901@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Michael J. Novak Jr.) writes:
> Spoilers!
> Also, that damn Horton guy is still alive!  I get the feeling that Dawson
> may have pulled a fast one on Macleod again and used blanks when he shot
> Horton.  He tricked Macleod once before where Horton, his brother-in-law,
> was involved.  I don't think I can ever fully trust Dawson again!  Of
> course Horton could have been wearing a "bullet proof" vest.  We will
> find out soon enough.

There is another possibility. What if Horton was killed by Dawson and
became an immortal the same way that Richie did? That would certainly make
an interesting twist of events, wouldn't it?

Alan M. Gopin
AT&T Bell Laboratories
amg@cmprime.ATT.COM
att!cmprime!amg

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 19:12:07 GMT
From: mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (MATT WOODY)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander - Unholy Alliance Part 2

Here's what I figure happened, maybe.

   Dawson didn't actually kill Horton.  He just wanted to stay friends with
Mac, or at least maybe stay away from Mac's sword.  We know Horton isn't an
immortal, or else somebody, probably Duncan, would have figured it out by
now.  But looking at "Unholy," part two, when Dawson shot Horton, he didn't
even bring the handgun up to aim.  He had to be at least 50 feet or more
away from Horton.  Can he make that shot?  I doubt it.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 18:12:07 GMT
From: dw901@cleveland.freenet.edu (Michael J. Novak Jr.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL - Unholy Alliance Part 2

Spoilers

Once again, Horton is not an Immortal!  If he had been, then Duncan would
have sensed him and taken his head quicker than ****!  He wasn't standing
that far away (about the same distance as Xavier when he sensed Macleod in
the same episode).  I also don't buy this notion that he was "winged".
Have you ever been "winged"?  My brother is a medic in the army and the
last time the 82nd Airborne was in the field, using live ammunition, a guy
got "winged" and was in the hospital!  The gun was either shooting blanks
(Dawson is Horton's brother-in-law) or he was wearing a bullet-proof vest.
Or he could have faked being shot and just jumped in the water when he
heard the shot.

HE IS NOT AN IMMORTAL!  And yes I will admit it and apologize if I am
proven wrong (slim chance).

Michael J. Novak Jr.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	Television - Highlander & The New Twilight Zone (9 msgs) &
                     Amazing Stories (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 10:05:43 GMT
From: dk738@cleveland.freenet.edu (David F. Fink)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander : Unholy Alliance, Part II   * SPOILERS *  ( long )

Beware :  Unholy spoilers below.

   A good show, but it could have been better.  Thoughts and comments to
follow:

1) I was disappointed with the way they seem to have written Charlie's
character out of the story.  With the action taking place in Paris now (
again ), there seems little else for Charlie to do except to fix up the
dojo and wait for Duncan's return.  Of course, Charlie could always decide
to open up a branch dojo in Paris ( plot point, plot point ) but, for now,
it looks like Charlie has been reduced to just a recurring character with
nothing else to do but talk to Mac on the phone.
   Another problem with Charlie, why didn't the writers let Mac tell
Charlie the truth about his immortality?  I don't know about the rest of
you, but if someone risked their life to help me ( even if I was an
Immortal ), and took three slugs in the process, I would feel indebted to
that person, and that I owed them an explanation of what was going on ( if
I knew someone as well as Mac is supposed to know Charlie ).  A BIG mistake
on the writers' part, IMHO ( Sorry, Charlie ).

2) The female government agent.  I'm glad that my hopes that she'll only be
a recurring character instead of a regular appear to be true.  I don't mind
that she might be Duncan's new love interest ( not much, anyway ), but she
seems to be a little too curious about Duncan's past for my taste.  People
have been curious about Immortals before ( like in the episode where Roddy
Piper played an Immortal being investigated ( and / or hunted ) by a
curious reporter ( sorry, can't remember the episode's name :( ) ), and
some of the Watchers, but all it's gotten them is a quick trip to the
morgue.  She should tone down her superior attitude a little.
   Also, in the scene where she and Duncan are in the outdoor cafe and the
bad guy opens up with a machine gun.  They knock over a table and take
cover behind it.  Are we supposed to believe that, at point blank range, a
machine gun being fired by a pro couldn't penetrate a cafe table?  It also
seemed that no one in the cafe had been injured in the hail of gunfire.  It
was a good thing that his partner killed him when he tried to escape !  The
guy had no business calling himself a professional if he missed that many
targets at that range !  A MAJOR suspension of disbelief here.

3) Horton.  I've read the previous posts explaining his presence at the end
of the show; everything from blanks in Dawson's gun to his being a lousy
shot to Horton now being an Immortal.  I side with the Immortal Horton
theory, and here's why.  First of all, I don't think Dawson knew that
Duncan was going to be there when he shot Horton.  He appeared to be there
before Duncan, so why would he use blanks when he thought he would be alone
with Horton?  Secondly, the final shot ( no pun intended ) of Horton in the
forest behind Duncan at the end of the show.  Notice how the last thing we
see is Horton's eyes in a close-up.  Remember how, when the Immortals sense
each other, we always see a close-up of their eyes.  That's what we saw
here.  If the point were trying to be made that Horton was just insane and
obsessed, well, we knew that already!  As for those who would say that,
since Mac didn't react to Horton's presence that Horton's not an Immortal,
remember that we didn't see Mac's reaction once we realized Horton was
standing behind him.  Also, we don't know how long Horton had been standing
there.  Maybe he'd only just gotten there and Mac's reaction was
off-camera.  It would be an ironic plot twist if all of this were true : a
Watcher ( Hunter, actually ) dedicated to hunting down and killing the
abominations that are the Immortals, becoming an Immortal himself.  If used
correctly, a potentially interesting plot twist ( ideas, anyone? ).

4) We saw it again, didn't we?  Mac appeared to be fighting off Xavier's
quickening after Mac beheaded him ( just like in the episode " The Fighter
" ).  He absorbed some of it, but the rest Duncan either shot at the house
or forced into the ground.  It leads me to wonder : does an Immortal need
to absorb ALL of a quickening in order for it to take effect?  Or, do they
absorb the personality of their victims as well as the other's knowledge
and strength?  If this is the case, could Duncan have sensed the great evil
in Xavier's quickening and rejected part of it in order to maintain his
moral stability?

5) Do we really need the character of Maurice ( the chef on Mac's barge )?
IMHO, he was just there for comic relief, and added nothing to the story.
We're supposed to believe that a drunken chef was able to track down Xavier
through a can of caviar while Dawson had to use his whole organization to
find out where Horton and Xavier were holed up in that warehouse in the
first place?  Give me a break!!!

   Finally, when Horton's helicopter came flying around the edge of the
warehouse to pick up Xavier from his fight with Duncan, did anyone else
think of the scene in HL: the movie where Connor and Kurgan were fighting
it out on the street and the police helicopter came swooping down on them?
An interesting coincidence, wouldn't you say ? :)

   Well, that's all for now.  Your comments and opinions are welcome, as
always.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 00:08:09 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

Regarding how long the NEW TWILIGHT ZONE ran on CBS - it ran about one and
a half seasons, debuting in the 1985-86 season as an hour show with 2 or 3
story segments per episode. It returned for the 1986-87 season in the same
format, but quickly ran into ratings trouble; CBS tried it in a half hour
format for a few weeks, then cancelled it, though two or three more
episodes appeared in the hour format, filling odd time slots, before it
disappeared.

This quick cancellation kept the show from accumulating enough episodes to
fill a daily time slot in syndication; to remedy this, 30 or so half-hour
episodes were made in Canada by an entirely different production team (with
J. Michael Straczynski, now better known for BABYLON 5, as story editor).
These episodes ran weekly in first-run syndication during the 1988- 89
season, then were combined with edited versions of the CBS episodes in a
rerun syndication package which is still seen in some areas.

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 14:47:14 GMT
From: jlpicard@austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

[episode guide deleted for brevity]

Hmmm...seems to me that there's an episode missing. I recall one that was
titled, I believe, "Something To Remember Me By", written by George R.R.
Martin, that concerned a wall-street guy (ex-hippie) who is visited by an
old girlfriend from the hippie days. Turns out the girl was a ghost; she
had killed herself some years earlier when the guy turned his back on his
old friends and he was too intent on his own yuppie life to help her out
when she needed him.

Maybe I have the title wrong, or was this a different show altogether?

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
Austin, TX USA --
jlpicard@austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 19:51:33 GMT
From: quantum@circle.cs.jhu.edu (Ariel Halpern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

jlpicard@austin.ibm.com writes:
>Hmmm...seems to me that there's an episode missing. I recall one that was
>titled, I believe, "Something To Remember Me By", written by George R. R.
>Martin, that concerned a wall-street guy (ex-hippie) who is visited by an
>old girlfriend from the hippie days. Turns out the girl was a ghost; she
>had killed herself some years earlier when the guy turned his back on his
>old friends and he was too intent on his own yuppie life to help her out
>when she needed him.
>
>Maybe I have the title wrong, or was this a different show altogether?

I seem to recall that episode too.  The only reason I remember it is
because it starred James Whitmore, Jr. who worked on Quantum Leap for a
while.  I'm pretty sure it was the New Twilight Zone.

Ari Halpern
Johns Hopkins University
quantum@cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Feb 94 20:57:40 GMT
From: laughlan@rchland.vnet.ibm.com (Zoned out)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

quantum@circle.cs.jhu.edu (Ariel Halpern) writes:
> I seem to recall that episode too.  The only reason I remember it is
> because it starred James Whitmore, Jr. who worked on Quantum Leap for a
> while.  I'm pretty sure it was the New Twilight Zone.

You are thinking of the NTZ episode "The Girl I Married"

Greg
laughlan@rchland.vnet.ibm.com   

------------------------------

Date: 12 Feb 94 01:24:16 GMT
From: payerle@wam.umd.edu (Thomas M. Payerle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

From Straczynski's _Tales from the New Twilight Zone_:
"The Wall" production # 87037 1st aired Feb 12, 1989
   Directed by Atom Egoyan
   Starred John Beck, Patricia Collins, George R. Robinson,
      Steven Atkinson, Sharon Corder, Jack Bloom, Eugene Clark
      and Robert Collins

I confess to not looking at the episode guide that was posted - I found
another a while back and had no interest in duplication.  However, the
guide I had has this episode and others, and so I will post it.  But before
that, a few other NTZ gems:

"The Trance" -  Jeff Scolari plays at being a trance channeler, then starts
   to really hear voices
"The Curios Case of Edgar Witherspoon" - Harry Morgan plays an eccentric
   old man with a wierd contraption built of rubber bands and clocks and
   other junk which is the only thing keeping the world from going "poof"

My major disappointment with the series is why they tried to remake such
great original episodes as "A Game of Pool", "ShadowPlay" (a man on death
row tries to convince people that it's all a dream), "Night of the Meek"
(Christmas special - a bum finds Santas magic bag full of toys) and "Dead
(Wo)man's Shoes" (a murder victim takes over the next wearer of his ( the
original) or hers (the remakes) shoes).  All three were excellent episodes
in the original series, and did not (could not) improve in the remake.  "A
Game of Pool" at least changed the ending significantly (the winner of the
game changed, thereby changing the meaning of the entire episode), but the
others just seemed to be a waste of time.

I also vote "To See The Invisible Man" (based on story by Silverberg), as
one of my all time favorites (new and old combined).  Having seen the
episode and read the story, I am also impressed at the quality and care
with which the story was made into teleplay - many scenes were
added/deleted/ and or modified to make very good use of the visual as
opposed to written medium.

Unfortunately, I do not recall anything like "Something to Remember Me By"
but there is an episode (I believe it's "The Girl That I Married") about a
yuppie couple, former hippies, who each fall in love with their mate as
he/she was when they were both hippies.  But my knowledge is by no means
complete.

Tom Payerle

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 16:59:17 GMT
From: gwennis@infinet.com (Gwennis Mooncat)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New CBS Twilight Zones soon

CBS is producing new twilight zones episodes, apparently found by Rod
Serling's wife, called The Lost Episodes.  One will be out this spring, one
this summer.  they will be narrated by James Earl Jones.  One will star
Jack Palance, the other, Amy Irving.  there will also be a 2 hour special
containing 4 half-hour stories.

Other info will be posted as it becomes available.

This is from Jean-Marc Lofficier, who is working on a new t.z. programme
guide.  You can write him at: PO Box 17270, Encino, CA, 91416.  He says he
loves mail, and will answer.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 08:53:57 GMT
From: come0003@maroon.tc.umn.edu (Wendy Hyers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

>Hmmm...seems to me that there's an episode missing. I recall one that was
>titled, I believe, "Something To Remember Me By", written by George R. R.
>Martin, that concerned a wall-street guy (ex-hippie) who is visited by an
>old girlfriend from the hippie days. Turns out the girl was a ghost; she
>had killed herself some years earlier when the guy turned his back on his
>old friends and he was too intent on his own yuppie life to help her out
>when she needed him.

Okay, I finally went back and checked this out.  It is an episode of The
Hitchhiker:

Remembering Melody (airdate: dec. 7, 1984)

In the 1960's three college roommates tried to change the world, and vowed
that they would remain forever true to their ideals.  Years later, Ted
Miller, now an attorney, is only interested in "getting ahead" in the
world.  Or at least he was until his past caught up with him and some very
bizarre things begin to happen, leading up to the arrival of his
ex-roommate, beautiful blonde-haired Melody O'Malley - who died several
years earlier.

Cast:
David Dukes as Ted Miller
Susan Blakely as Melody
Alberta Watson as Jill Freelander

Writers: George R.R. Martin and Alvin Sapinsley
Director: Christopher Leitch

Info courtesy of Epilog magazine, issue #8.

Wendy

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 14:02:21 GMT
From: jrs@netcom.com (John Switzer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

S.J.Moran-SE1@cs.bham.ac.uk (Stephen J Moran) writes:
>Could somebody PLEASE explain to me what the point of 'The Burning Man'
>is?

1. CBS needed to make some more episodes so they could syndicate the show.

2. They wanted to make those episodes as cheaply as possible.

3. This meant getting stories that had already been written... 

4. and which used as few actors as possible.

Thus, they picked up a bunch of short stories from people like Ray
Bradbury.  Maybe I'm just being cynical, but that's the only reason I see
for making "The Burning Man"; it appeared to me that Bradbury had what he
thought was a cool idea for a story and then couldn't do much with it.

John Switzer
jrs@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Feb 94 15:36:52 GMT
From: d-thiel@uiuc.edu (David Thiel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: (New) Twilight Zone

Wrong. "The Burning Man" was part of the first season of the network ZONE,
not the syndicated version. ZONE Mk II did a lot of short-story
adaptations; why they picked this particular Bradbury story instead of one
of his better works, who can say? (Still better than "The Elevator," which
Bradbury himself scripted for the network ZONE.)

What's the point of it? Here's my take: The old man makes reference to
people who are born evil, who just spring into being on a cycle like
17-year locusts. The old man was one of them, as was the child later in the
show. I imagine the kid was just freshly born (white suit and all), coming
up out of the ground, or from wherever "genetically evil" folks come from.

Nah, I don't get it, either.

David Thiel
d-thiel@uiuc.edu                      

------------------------------

Date: 8 Feb 94 15:43:56 GMT
From: egstein@scws7.harvard.edu (Evan Stein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: AMAZING STORIES

I love reading these summaries of episodes like the one that was done for
the New Twilight Zone over the last week.  I just thought some of you would
like to know that a number of the short stories that episodes were either
written from or based on have been collected in a book entitled, strangely
enough, "Stories From The New Twilight Zone."  Among those collected are
"Shatterday," "Yesterday was Monday," and "Paladin of the Lost Hour."  A
great book for those who like short stories...

I would like to start a new thread this time regarding Amazing Stories....
Add to the list...don't cheat by posting an entire database of episodes
please.  Some like to read through them slowly... (And please try and post
follow-ups following the correct article or at least after it...)

MY personal favorite - I think this is the title but I wasn't into titles
back then:

"The 24th Mission" (did this star Kevin Costner or Mark Harmon... or
someone) About the gunman who gets trapped in the belly of a fighter that
has no landing gear.  He draws landing gear in a cartoon sketch and the
gear appears (as a cartoon).  Awesome episode, story, acting, loved it.  (I
think it's in the Amazing Stories Collection on video now.)

Evan G. Stein

------------------------------

Date: 9 Feb 94 18:31:03 GMT
From: salvav@cii3130-02.its.rpi.edu (Vito Salvaggio)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: AMAZING STORIES, Spoiler

Here's a spoiler about my favorite episode of AMAZING STORIES.

My favorite AMAZING STORY is the one where the teenager finds out that his
parents (and him, for that matter) are aliens and must return to their own
planet.  All the alien observers are being recalled.  He tells his best
friend (girlfriend?) what's up and says goodbye.  The next day he gets on
the spaceship and who's there but his friend and she says something like:
"Guess what my parents told me when I got home?"

That's the best line from AMAZING STORIES. IMHO.

Vito Salvaggio
salvav@rpi.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	      Television - SF TV Upcoming Episodes Schedule &
                           Amazing Stories (2 msgs) & Fusion Patrol

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 19:41:32 GMT
From: leew@id1.indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SFTV: SF TV Upcoming Episodes Schedule (Feb 27)


Science Fiction TV Shows Upcoming Episodes (Feb 27th edition)

This posting contains titles of upcoming episodes for the following shows:

Star Trek: The Next Generation
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine
seaQuest DSV
Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman
Adventures of Brisco County Jr.
X-Files
Highlander
Time Trax
Babylon 5
Viper
Universal Action Pack

Plus other specials noted that I find out about in advance.

SF TV News Tidbits

According to Patrick Stewart at Starfest '94 (his last con appearance for
the time being), he said he is directing the next to last TNG episode and
that it features Ensign Ro.  He also likes the script for two hour series
finale (whereas the movie script he didn't like).

The current issue of Cinefantastique magazine has a major feature on
Babylon 5.

The PTEN Pilot movie "Island City" starts airing this week.  Look for the
"Island City" TV station list in rec.arts.sf.tv and rec.arts.tv.  (The sat
feed went out last weekend).

New Sat feed info included for Universal Action Pack and Robocop: The
Series.

This only lists the titles of the shows, so there are no spoilers other
than what might be contained in the titles.  I am going to attempt to post
this info on a regular basis.  If you have access to info that I don't
have, please email me at leew@indirect.com so I can include it here. The
syndicated shows I should have up to a months worth (at least) of upcoming
episodes.  For the network shows, it is limited to what info is listed in
various tv listing sources and what people post to the net.

Satellite Feed Information is contained at the end of this listing.  Any
updates to that info would be appreciated.

As always, these schedules are subject to change by the producers and
networks at any time.

Star Trek (Info from Mike Brown and Jim Shaun Lyon)

Star Trek: The Next Generation

Ep #   sat feed   Prod #    Title

170     2/26/94     270     Eye of the Beholder
        3/05/94     259R    Dark Page
        3/12/94     260R    Attached
171     3/19/94     271     Genesis
172     3/26/94     272     Journey's End
        4/02/94     261R    Force of Nature
        4/09/94     262R    Inheritance
        4/16/94     263R    Parallels
173     4/23/94     273     First Born
174     4/30/94     274     Bloodlines

Speculative...

175     5/07/94     275
176     5/14/94     276     [Ensign Ro episode]
177     5/21/94     277/278 Two-hour finale


Star Trek: Deep Space Nine

 37     2/26/94     437     Playing God
        3/05/94     406R    Captive Pursuit
        3/12/94     419R    Duet
 38     3/19/94     438     Profit and Loss
 39     3/26/94     439     Blood Oath
        4/02/94     426R    Melora
        4/09/94     427R    Rules of Aquisition
        4/16/94     428     Necessary Evil
 40     4/23/94     440     The Maquis Part I
 41     4/30/94     441     The Maquis Part II

Note: the date listed is the first day the episode is transmitted over the
Paramount sat feed.  Paramount's official "week of" starts two days later
on the following Monday.


Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman (ABC)
(Sunday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)
(info from Michael Burstein)

 2/20/94       Foundling
 2/27/94       The Rival
 3/06/94       The Green, Green Glow of Home (repeat)


seaQuest DSV (NBC)
(Sunday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 2/20/94        The Stinger
 2/27/94        Hide and Seek
 3/06/94        Treasure of the Tonga Trench (squid-poop repeat)
 3/13/94        Treasures of the Mind (repeat)

To be scheduled:
                The Last Lap at Luxury


The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr. (Fox)
(Friday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific, 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 2/11/94       The Brooklyn Dodgers
 2/18/94       Bye Bly
 2/20/94       Crystal Hawks (repeat at 7 pm ET/PT Sunday)
 2/25/94       [pre-empted for "Hot Shots"]
 3/04/94       Senior Spirit (repeat)


X-Files (Fox)
(Friday nights at 9 p.m. Eastern/Pacific, 8 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 2/11/94       Young at Heart
 2/18/94       E.B.E.
 2/25/94       [pre-empted for "Hot Shots"]
 3/04/94       Shadows  (repeat)
 3/11/94       Miracle Man


Highlander (Syndicated)
(Info from Linda Cooksey)
(airs on WGN at 10:30 pm ET Thursdays the week following "Week Of")

Week of      WGN      Prod #       Title

02/07/94    2/17/94   93212        UNDER COLOR OF AUTHORITY
02/14/94    2/24/94   93214        UNHOLY ALLIANCE PART 1
02/21/94    3/03/94   93215        UNHOLY ALLIANCE PART 2
02/28/94    3/10/94   93216        Vampire
03/07/94    3/17/94   93217        Warmonger
03/14/94    3/24/94   93206(R)     The Zone
03/21/94    3/31/94   93207(R)     Return of Amanda
03/28/94    4/07/94   93210(R)     Epitaph For Tommy
04/04/94    4/14/94   93212(R)     Under Color of Authority
04/11/94    4/21/94   93211(R)     The Fighter
04/18/94    4/28/94   93213(R)     Bless The Child
04/25/94    5/05/94   93218        Pharaoh's Daughter
05/02/94    5/12/94   93219        Legacy
05/09/94    5/19/94   93220        Prodigal Son
05/16/94    5/26/94   93221        Counterfeit Part 1
05/23/94    6/02/94   93222        Counterfeit Part 2


Time Trax (PTEN/Syndicated)
(Info from Steve Monares)

Week of Air Ep #  Title

2/14/94     29    "A Close Encounter"
2/21/94     27    "The Gravity Of It All"
2/28/94     26    "Happy Valley"
3/07/94     24    "Lethal Weapons"
3/14/94     31    "The Cure"
3/21/94     22R   "Mysterious Man"
3/28/94     21R   "Framed"
4/04/94     18R   "Beautiful Songbird"
4/11/94     19R   "Photo Finish"
4/18/94     30    "Perfect Pair"
4/25/94     36    "Catch Me If You Can"

To Be Scheduled:
             32    Almost Human

Starting Jan 26th, Babylon 5 took over the Time Trax time slot in the PTEN
block with Kung Fu: TLC.  Check your listings for where your local station
airs Time Trax.


Babylon 5  (Info from John Hudgens and Arne Starr)

Week Of   Prod #    Title

02/21/93  108       The Parliament of Dreams
02/28/93  110       Mind War
03/07/94  107       The War Prayer
03/14/94  106       And The Sky Full Of Stars
03/21/94  103R      Midnight on the Firing Line
03/28/94  102R      The Soul Hunter
04/04/94  104R      Born To The Purple
04/11/94  101R      Infection
04/18/94  113       Deathwalker
04/25/94  105       Believers
05/02/94  111       Survivors

Many PTEN stations will air Babylon 5 on Wednesdays at 8 p.m. (E/P), 7 p.m.
(C/M) with other stations airing the show wherever they decide.


Viper (NBC)
(Fridays at 8 p.m. E/P  7 p.m. C/M)
(NOTE: NBC keeps changing episodes from what is scheduled, so I believe
now what I am posting is accurate at least for what has aired).

  1/02/94    1   Pilot Movie
  1/07/94    2   Once a Thief...
  1/14/94    3   Ghosts
  1/21/94    4   Safe as Houses
  1/28/94    5   Firehawk
  2/04/94        [pre-empted by "Days of Our Lives" special]
  2/11/94    6   Mind Games   
  2/18/94    7   The Face
  2/25/94    8   Wheels of Fire
  3/04/94    9   Past Tense


Universal Action Pack (Syndicated)
(Rotating package of two hour TV movies featuring some sci-fi.  I'll list
 all of them so you can keep track of when the sci-fi shows are on:
 Tek War - Four movies based on William Shatner's Tek novels
 Hercules - Hercules movies produced by Sam Raimi
 Fastrack - John Landis movies about two friends who discover an abandoned
            space ship
 Bandit -  Movies based on "Smokey and the Bandit"
 Another Midnight Run - Movies based on "Midnight Run"
 Vanishing Son - Martial Arts from Sam Cohen 
 Knightrider 2010 )

Also airs usually on WGN at 8 pm ET on Tuesday the week after the "Week of"
with a repeat showing the following Sunday (late night Sat) at 12:30 am

 Week of   WGN      Title

 2/07/94   2/15/94  Knightrider 2010
 2/14/94   2/22/94  Tekwar - Teklords
 2/21/94   3/01/94  Tekwar - Teklab
 2/28/94   3/08/94  Vanishing Son - Vanishing Son


Other upcoming science fiction shows and/or movies

NICK:

Nickleodeon has the second series of the New Tomorrow People at 6 p.m ET/PT
on Saturdays with a repeat showing at 1 p.m. ET/PT Sunday.

Story 1 - The Culex Experiment
  2/19/94  - Part 4
  2/26/94  - Part 5
Story 2 - Monsoon Man
  3/05/94  - Part 1
  3/12/94  - Part 2
  3/19/24  - Part 3
  3/26/94  - Part 4
  4/02/94  - Part 5

PTEN:

Island City - Pilot movie airing late February / early March.
Writer/Executive Producer is Jonathan Glassner.  It is set 100 years in the
future where Genetic engineering has eliminated most diseases and resulted
in a Fountain of Youth drug and most everyone in the world takes it.
However, it wasn't tested well enough and after five years, about 95% of
the users mutate into psychotic creatures known as "recessives".  The
non-affected humans migrate into a wall city called "Island City".  the
show focuses on a special military/science group whose job is to go out and
rescue "normal" people and study the recessives. Stars Kevin Conroy (voice
of the animated Batman).

Directed by Jorge Montesi, produced by Chris Chulack.
Executive producers are Lee Rich, Bruce Sallen and Jonathan Glassner

Syndicated (Rysher)

Robocop: The Series

Premieres in March with two hour movie Robocop: The Future of Law
Enforcement Pilot was written by Robocop creators Ed Neumeier and Michael
Miner.  Stars stage/TV actor Richard Eden.  21 hour episodes plus the two
hour pilot movie.

May '94 Cinefantastique (shipping in March) will have coverage by Dan
Persons.


SAT FEED INFO SECTION  - All times listed are Eastern

Paramount sat feeds (ET):

        Saturday

                0900    Entertainment Tonight
                1000    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine
                1100    The Untouchables
                1500    Entertainment Tonight
                1600    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine
                1700    The Untouchables
                1800    STAR TREK: The Next Generation

        Sunday

                1400    STAR TREK: The Next Generation
                1500    The Untouchables
                1600    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine

All are on T401, transponder 3 (2V)
        5.8 mono (SAP for ET)   6.2 left   6.8 right   (wideband)


Babylon 5 Sat Feed Info

           BABYLON 5: THE SERIES -- SATELLITE DOWNLINK INFORMATION

 All feeds are Galaxy 4, Channel 21. Audio is 5.8 left, 6.2 right, 6.8 mono.
                     Satellite feed times (Eastern) are as follows:

     STANDARD VERSION --        Thursdays   Feed move to Friday 2 pm
                                Fridays     10:00 am
                                Friday      2:00 pm
     B5/KF:TLC COMBO VERSION -- Saturdays - 5-7:30am
                                Sundays - 8-10:30am

     The two-hour 30-minute feed includes a seven minute reel change
between shows - BABYLON 5 followed by KUNG FU: THE LEGEND CONTINUES - the
combo feed is for stations showing theses shows *in that order*. This combo
block feed replaces the TIME TRAX/KUNG FU feed effective 1/22/94.

NOTE: PTEN airs it's sat feeds "real-time" in that when there is a two
minute local commercial break, there is two minutes of black video.

Satellite information for ROBOCOP: THE SERIES. (from Gary Blog)

There will be two feeds for the two-hour premiere of Robocop: The Series.

The first feed will be on Friday, March 11, Noon-2:15 p.m. (Eastern Time)
The satellite is Galaxy 4-22 (V4140).
Audio information is Stereo (Left 5.8, Right 6.2) and Mono (6.8).

The second feed will be on Saturday, March 12, 5:45 a.m.-8 a.m. (Eastern).
The satellite is Galaxy 4-13 (H-3960).
Audio information is Stereo (Left 5.8, Right 6.2) and Mono (6.8)

The following is information for the first regular episode of Robocop (I am
not sure if it is the regular schedule for regular episodes).

The first feed will be on Thursday, March 17, 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
(Eastern).
The satellite is Galaxy 4-22 (V4140).
Audio information is Stereo (Left 5.8, Right 6.2) and Mono (6.8)

The second feed will be on Saturday, March 19, 10 a.m.-11 a.m. (Eastern
Time). The satellite is Galaxy 4-13 (H-3960).
Audio information is Stereo (Left 5.8, Right 6.2) and Mono (6.8)

Universal  Action Pack

 Sunday    7:30 AM ET, G4/13
 Monday,  10:00 AM ET, G4/14
 Tuesday, 10:00 AM ET, G4/14

Time Trax

Galaxy 4, Transponder 21

Fridays   9:30 am (stand alone feed)
Fridays   9:30 pm (stand alone feed)


Highlander

Wednesday 7:30 am    Galaxy 4, transponder 22
Friday   11:30 am    Galaxy 4, transponder 22


Lois and Clark (new episodes only)

Saturday  6:30 am  T2, Transponder 7


seaQuest DSV  (new episodes only)

Friday 11:00 am   T2, Transponder 18 (was missing on 1/7/94)
Saturday 6:00pm   F1, Transponder 8


X-Files

Friday  3:30am  T3/16
Friday  1:00pm  E1, Transponder 8  (Canadian Feed, new shows only)

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 03:43:37 GMT
From: raelyn@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: AMAZING STORIES

Evan Stein <egstein@scws7.harvard.edu> writes:
>"The 24th Mission" (did this star Kevin Costner or Mark Harmon... or
>someone) About the gunman who gets trapped in the belly of a fighter that
>has no landing gear.  He draws landing gear in a cartoon sketch and the
>gear appears (as a cartoon).  Awesome episode, story, acting, loved it.
 
It was Kevin Costner. And if you look back at it again (if you have it),
you'll also see Keifer Sutherland as one of the crew. I waited a long time
for that to be shown on TV again so I could get it on tape. Was made before
either of them hit it BIG.
 
Rae
Raelyn@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Feb 94 14:34:55 GMT
From: cfortan@eng.clemson.edu (Charles E. Fortanbary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: AMAZING STORIES

raelyn@delphi.com writes:
>>"The 24th Mission" (did this star Kevin Costner or Mark Harmon...or
>>someone) About the gunman who gets trapped in the belly of a fighter that
>>has no landing gear.  He draws landing gear in a cartoon sketch and the
>>gear appears (as a cartoon).  Awesome episode, story, acting, loved
>>it.
>
>It was Kevin Costner. And if you look back at it again (if you have it),
>you'll also see Keifer Sutherland as one of the crew. I waited a long time
>for that to be shown on TV again so I could get it on tape. Was made
>before either of them hit it BIG.

This has got to be my most favorite amazing story.  

Now my question, What other famous actor/actresses has played in Amazing
Stories?  I seem to recall an episode where that guy from Dirty Dancing (I
can't remember his name), played a convict.  He was sent to the electric
chair and he died, but he came back to life.  Afterwards he could heal
people with his touch.  Are there any other episodes with "famous" people
in them?

------------------------------

Date: 17 Feb 94 23:50:01 GMT
From: woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Fusion Patrol

Hey all of you in TV land. The second episode of Fusion Patrol (Arizona's
premiere science fiction news and views show) is in the can and delivered
to the Dimension cable studios. The regular time slot is Saturday mornings
at 2:30am (you will be awake won't you), so if you like to snooze, program
those vcrs and prepare for the SF news that you crave.

This episode of Fusion Patrol will feature clips from some of the classic
Japanese live-action series such as Gridman and Dairanger. You will see the
Newer Adventures of Jimmy and Clark. You will get the latest info on
Science Fiction Conventions and happenings. All of this with a little
comedy thrown in. You will also see reviews and announcements of new books
and videos. Fusion Patrol is the Sf fix that you need to continue being the
best fan that you can. Check it out and send some feedback to:
fusion@libre.com

Another locally produced show (done by yours truly) is ELECTRO-PET! This
first volume will feature Sydney The Wonder Dog and her marvelous
adventures.  This is classic stuff in the tradition of Peckinpah, Warhol
and Straczynski. Check it out for a true video tour de force. ELECTRO-PET
will be on Tuesdays at 10:00pm. Tape this one and share it with your
friends.

Public access is a great vehicle for the filmmaker in all of us and I
encourage everyone to get involved. If you have ideas or videos that you
would like shown, contact either myself (woody@libre.com) or
fusion@libre.com. We would like to hear from you.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:
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Date: 3 Mar 94 01:03:24 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Del Rey Internet Newsletter, March (long)

THE DIVERTING DOINGS OF DEL REY'S DENIZENS
The DEL REY BOOKS Internet Newsletter
  
Number 14 (March 1994)
  
WHAT'S NEW IN THE STORES
 
THE LIVING GOD by Dave Duncan.  Hardcover.
 
THE LIVING GOD wraps up Dave Duncan's end-of-millennium fantasy tetralogy,
_A Handful of Men,_ about the mad dwarf Zinixo, his army of
magically-enslaved sorcerers, and Rap, the ex-stableboy, ex-sorcerer,
now-king who has pieced together a resistance force, but is badly
outnumbered and running out of time (and volumes of the series).
Meanwhile, his family is caught up in the end-of-millennium turmoil,
separated, and in danger.
   It's hard to be dispassionate about Dave Duncan; he delivers an
engrossing read every time out of the starting gate.  THE LIVING GOD is the
eighth book set in the fantasy world Pandemia (_A Handful of Men_ follows
the series _A Man of His Word_), but Duncan has some wicked surprises in
store.  Hardened, heartless editors have wept over one of the love stories
herein, so keep some fresh hankies ready.

A GUIDE TO THE STAR WARS UNIVERSE, Second Edition, Revised and Expanded.
Trade paperback.
 
This is a greatly expanded version of our 1984 Guide, now covering all the
facts of the Star Wars universe contained in the TV specials, the
role-playing games, the novelizations, the spin-off novels through THE LAST
COMMAND, and pretty much any other official Star Wars product you can think
of.  It's fun and useful reading for Star Wars fans, and so comprehensive
that the LucasFilm people are using it as the "bible" for all writers and
game designers in the Star Wars universe.  It's illustrated with
black-and-white drawings, and the source of the information in each entry
is noted.

STRANGER AT THE WEDDING by Barbara Hambly.  Paperback.
 
In STRANGER AT THE WEDDING, Barbara Hambly takes readers back to the world
of _The Windrose Chronicles_ (THE SILENT TOWER, THE SILICON MAGE, and DOG
WIZARD) for the independent fantasy adventure of Kyra, a journeyman wizard
haunted by dreams that her younger sister is doomed to die on her wedding
night.  Kyra returns uninvited to the frosty bosom of her family to delay
the proceedings until she can find out who, or what, threatens the one
loving relative she has left.  A light fantasy that's part mystery, part
romance.

CRASHLANDER by Larry Niven.  Paperback.
 
Beowulf Shaeffer is one the most popular characters in Larry Niven's Known
Space universe.  In CRASHLANDER all the Beowulf Shaeffer stories appear
together: most of them are culled from earlier collections, one is almost
brand new (it has appeared previously only in a Confrancisco limited
edition), and they're linked together by a new framing story which not only
is a never-before-published Beowulf Shaeffer story in and of itself but
makes the collection read almost like a novel.  This is a fine introduction
to Niven for people who haven't tried his sf before, and Beowulf Shaeffer
fans will appreciate reading his entire history, new and old, all of a
piece.

A WHISPER OF TIME by Paula E. Downing.  Paperback.
 
A WHISPER OF TIME is the place to start if you're wondering who this Paula
Downing is and what kind of sf she writes.  It's an unusual tale about
first contact with a twist, and explores what it means to be alien.
Medoret is an alien humanoid woman raised by humans, completely separate
from her own people and with almost no memory of them.  She must grapple
with her self-identity while dealing with humans who are curious about her,
are frightened of her, or want to exploit her in their own quests for
glory.  Mix in the strange ways of the academics studying both the alien
heroine and some magnificent alien ruins and you get a story that is both
completely familiar and completely new.

DEL REY DISCOVERY:
THE HELDAN by Deborah Talmadge-Bickmore.  Paperback.
 
THE HELDAN is a fantasy novel with a southwestern flavor and a hint of
romance.  A young woman is called to train to become a Heldan - to live
apart from her family, to become a warrior, to be an unseen protector of
the tribe.  She is paired to the sexy Vayhawk, and together they become
enmeshed in power struggles and a secret, for Vayhawk seeks to revive an
ancient, forgotten, and forbidden warrior magic.  The author (who also
wrote THE APPRENTICE) took a survival course to so that she could portray
the outdoor life in this novel as realistically as possible.  She ate
grasshoppers.  We respect that.
 
DEL REY DATA
   
March books:
OUT OF THIS WORLD by Lawrence Watt-Evans (SF/F)
Book One of the _Three Worlds Trilogy_; 345-37245-X
Hardcover, 320 pp; cover art by Peter Peebles
  
A GUIDE TO THE STAR WARS UNIVERSE, SECOND EDITION, REVISED & EXPANDED
by Bill Slavicsek (SF reference)
345-38625-6
Trade paperback, 448 pp; cover art by Ralph McQuarrie
 
THE TALISMANS OF SHANNARA by Terry Brooks (F)
Book Four of _The Heritage of Shannara_; 345-38674-4
Paperback, 448 pp; cover art by Keith Parkinson
 
THE PRINCE OF ILL-LUCK by Susan Dexter (F)
345-38065-7
Paperback, 256 pp; cover art by Mark Harrison
 
FIRE IN A FARAWAY PLACE by Robert Frezza (SF)
Sequel to A SMALL COLONIAL WAR; 345-38724-4
Paperback, 320 pp; cover art by Peter Peebles
 
ROADMARKS and MY NAME IS LEGION by Roger Zelazny (SF)
345-34515-0 and 345-29522-6
Paperback repackages, 192 and 224 pp; cover art by Michael Herring and
Tim Hildebrandt

April books:
THE LIVING GOD by Dave Duncan (F)
Book Four of _A Handful of Men_; 345-37899-7
Hardcover, 400 pp; cover art by Jim Burns
 
STRANGER AT THE WEDDING by Barbara Hambly (F)
345-38097-5
Paperback, 320 pp; cover art by Don Maitz
 
CRASHLANDER by Larry Niven (SF)
Beowulf Shaeffer short-story collection; 345-38168-8
Paperback, 320 pp; cover art by Don Dixon
 
A WHISPER OF TIME by Paula E. Downing (SF)
345-38195-5
Paperback, 304 pp; cover art by Nick Jainschigg
 
 --> DEL REY DISCOVERY: THE HELDAN by Deborah Talmadge-Bickmore (F)
345-38243-9
Paperback, 336 pp; cover art by Michael Herring

May books:
THE TANGLE BOX by Terry Brooks (F)
A _Magic Kingdom of Landover_ novel; 345-38699-X
Hardcover, 352 pp; cover art by Keith Parkinson
 
THE ZENTRAEDI REBELLION by Jack McKinney (SF)
Robotech #18; 345-38774-0
Paperback, 380 pp; cover art from Robotech archives
 
CAT SCRATCH FEVER by Tara K. Harper (SF)
345-38051-7
Paperback, 352 pp; cover art by Rowena
 
THE STRICKEN FIELD by Dave Duncan (F)
Book Three of _A Handful of Men_; 345-38874-7
Paperback, 368 pp; cover art by Jim Burns
 
CHAINS OF DARKNESS, CHAINS OF LIGHT by Michelle Sagara (F)
345-37949-7
Paperback, 380 pp; cover art by Michael Herring
 
ROBOTECH:  GENESIS, BATTLE CRY, HOMECOMING (SF 3-in-1)
First three books of the 18-volume Robotech series; 345-38900-X
Paperback, 496 pp; cover art from Robotech archives
 
THE MISTS OF AVALON by Marion Zimmer Bradley (F)
10th-anniversary reissue; 345-35049-9
Trade paperback reissue, 896 pp; cover art by Braldt Bralds
 
SPLINTER OF THE MIND'S EYE by Alan Dean Foster (SF)
The original Star Wars spin-off novel; 345-32023-9
Paperback repackage, 224 pp; cover art by Ralph McQuarrie

Special Announcement:  R. A. Salvatore
 
As the result of an auction concluded last Friday, Del Rey has acquired the
rights to three new fantasy novels by New York Times bestselling author R.
A. Salvatore.  The first of the novels will be published in hardcover in
the summer of 1996.  Salvatore writes both dark and light fantasy (he was
previously published by TSR and Berkley, with forthcoming titles from
Warner as well).  His best-known works are THE STARLESS NIGHT and THE
LEGACY, part of the Forgotten Realms Dark Elf Trilogy about Drizzt
Do'Urden.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Barbara Hambly
  
Barbara Hambly writes fantasy novels with extra twists - interesting period
settings, weird combinations of technology and magic, or whatever.  She's
published a lot of books with us over the years, she was one of Lester del
Rey's favorite authors, and shows no signs of slowing down.  Forthcoming in
December is a fantasy called BRIDE OF THE RAT GOD, set in Hollywood in the
1920s.  In it, Hambly evokes the era with period details and the feel of
her writing just as she did for Edwardian England in THOSE WHO HUNT THE
NIGHT.  Currently she is working on a sequel to THOSE WHO HUNT THE NIGHT,
titled TRAVELING WITH THE DEAD, as well as a vampire anthology.
 
Books are listed in chronological order by publication date; only Hambly's
Del Rey titles are listed.  The series, if any, is noted in parentheses:
The Darwath Trilogy (_Darwath_), The Windrose Chronicles (_Windrose_), the
two-volume series Sun-Cross (_Sun-Cross_), and a trilogy that I've noted as
_Sun Wolf._ All are fantasy except SEARCH THE SEVEN HILLS, which is a
historical adventure set in ancient Rome, and all are in print except the
hardcover THOSE WHO HUNT THE NIGHT.  SEARCH THE SEVEN HILLS was originally
published in 1983 as THE QUIRINAL HILL AFFAIR by St. Martin's Press.
 
THE TIME OF THE DARK (_Darwath,_ 5/82; 345-31965-6)
THE WALLS OF AIR (_Darwath,_ 3/83; 345-29670-2)
THE ARMIES OF DAYLIGHT (_Darwath,_ 7/83; 345-29671-0)
THE LADIES OF MANDRIGYN (_Sun Wolf,_ 3/84; 345-30919-7)
DRAGONSBANE (1/86; 345-34939-3)
THE SILENT TOWER (_Windrose,_ 12/86; 345-33764-6)
THE WITCHES OF WENSHAR (_Sun Wolf,_ 7/87; 345-32934-1)
SEARCH THE SEVEN HILLS (historical adventure, 11/87; 345-34438-3)
THE SILICON MAGE (_Windrose,_ 4/88; 345-33763-8)
THOSE WHO HUNT THE NIGHT hardcover (12/88; 345-34380-8)
THOSE WHO HUNT THE NIGHT paperback (7/89; 345-36132-6)
THE DARK HAND OF MAGIC (_Sun Wolf,_ 3/90; 345-35807-4)
THE RAINBOW ABYSS (_Sun-Cross,_ 9/91; 345-37101-1)
THE MAGICIANS OF NIGHT (_Sun-Cross,_ 2/92; 345-36259-4)
DOG WIZARD (_Windrose,_ 2/93; 345-37714-1)
STRANGER AT THE WEDDING (4/94; 345-38097-5)
 
About the Author:
At various times in her life, Barbara Hambly has been a high-school
teacher, a model, a waitress, a technical editor, a professional graduate
student, an all-night-clerk at a liquor store, and a karate instructor.
Born in San Diego, she grew up in Southern California, with the exception
of one high-school semester spent in New South Wales, Australia.  Her
interest in fantasy began with reading _The Wizard of Oz_ at an early age
and it has continued ever since.
 
She attended the University of California, Riverside, specializing in
medieval history.  In connection with this, she spent a year at the
University of Bordeaux in the south of France and worked as a teaching and
research assistant at UC Riverside, eventually earning a master's degree in
the subject.  At the university, she also became involved in karate, making
Black Belt in 1978 and competing in several national-level tournaments.
She now lives in Los Angeles.
 
IN DEPTH
 
As the sf and fantasy book buyer for B. Dalton/Barnes & Noble, Stephen
Pagel has a lot of say in what you see on the shelves of a lot of stores
across the country.  Here he talks about how he got where he is today and
explains a little about the work he does with publishers and with his
stores and how it all fits in to the life of a book:
 
In the fantasy world that we perceive as reality I spent five years
teaching high school math, graduated to managing a fast-food pizza place
for a year, spent the next six years programming mainframe computers, then
reached a new plane of existence, spending four years as the manager of a
B. Dalton bookstore before attaining my dream job in July of '92, when I
became the national buyer of science fiction/fantasy/role playing for the
B. Dalton/Barnes & Noble corporation (roughly a thousand stores).
 
In the world of sf fandom, I attended my first con in '78, started role
playing in '80, and was on my first con committee in '82.  I was a longtime
member of MASS (Mid-America Science Society) in the midwest and am
currently a member of the Gaylaxians.
 
The best way to describe what my part is in the life of a book is to look
at what I do on a monthly basis.  During the month of March I will be
reading - at home, on the subway, anywhere except at work and looking at
the titles you will see on the shelves in July and August.  I read this far
ahead to decide which titles will be included in "Sense of Wonder," our
science-fiction, fantasy, and role-playing newsletter, which includes
capsule descriptions of selected new books.  This month I will also be
talking to publishers about those books arriving in June, discussing
projected printing quantities, possible special placements for various
titles, and the prospects of creating displays for certain books.  The
publishers have sales representatives whose job it is to meet with me and
coordinate these items.  In these meetings, not only do I place the orders
for their books, I also give them ideas for special promotions and displays
and feedback on covers, etc.  The point of these discussions and special
plans is to help build authors, promote that "breakout novel," or decide
how to introduce a new author to the readers.
 
For the books arriving in May, I will be placing the exact order quantities
this month for all B. Dalton and Barnes & Noble stores, based on the
stores' prior sales history with that type of book: sf, fantasy, cyberpunk,
role-playing novel, media tie-in, etc.  I'll also be confirming the orders
and shipping dates for the April titles.  This information is passed on to
the managers of the individual stores so that they are aware of the titles
arriving in the next month.  As the March titles arrive throughout the
month, I will be tracking their sales, as well as keeping an eye on how the
February and January books have been doing.
 
Each month my job requires me to oversee and plan for the distribution and
sales of about seven months' worth of books from all the different
publishers--from checking up on the sales of recently published books to
reading galleys of books that won't be published for four or five months.
So I may not be quite sure which month it is sometimes, but I'll always be
able to recommend a good book!
 
   - Stephen Pagel

[Moderator's Note: Due to the length of this article, it has been split
into two parts.  Part two will appear in issue #159.]

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 21:53:57 GMT
From: menkusn@cs.cofc.edu (Neal Menkus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Post-apocalypse books

Roger Zelzany, Damnation Alley

Neal Menkus
menkusn@cs.cofc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 23:56:57 GMT
From: rh3j+@andrew.cmu.edu (Rebecca Anne Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

The "Borderlands" series are about a time in the future when the Kingdom of
Faerie re-emerges, bringing about drastic change to the human world.  The
books are compilations of short stories by various authors, edited by Terri
Windling.  I just read BORDERLAND and LIFE ON THE BORDER, and enjoyed them
a lot.  Others in the series are:

BORDERTOWN
THE ESSENTIAL BORDERTOWN

Also, ELSEWHERE, by Will Shetterly is set in the same world.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 21:09:55 GMT
From: rmcneice@mbsdev70.shearson.com (Robert McNeice)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

There was a book I read long ago called "Dhalgren".  I don't remember the
author.  It won a Nebula though.

It was very strange, not predictable, and not your typical story.  In fact
I really don't remember the point or why it ended like/how it did.

Not very informative of me, but someone liked it or it wouldn't have won a
Nebula.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 07:08:24 GMT
From: sea@umcc.umcc.umich.edu (Steve Arlow)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

Robert McNeice <rmcneice@mbsdev70.shearson.com> wrote:
>There was a book I read long ago called "Dhalgren".  I don't remember the
>author.  It won a Nebula though.

The author was Samuel Delany.

>It was very strange, not predictable, and not your typical story.  In fact
>I really don't remember the point or why it ended like/how it did.

The book opens with the second half of a sentence, and closes with the
first half of that sentence...  (implying some sort of loop, perhaps?)

Steve Arlow
39336 Polo Club Dr #103
Farmington Hls. MI 48335
sea@umcc.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 20:00:07 GMT
From: rfeich@owlnet.rice.edu (Raymund F. Eich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

I might've missed it, but has anyone mentioned Niven & Pournelle's
_Lucifer's Hammer_?  The apocalypse isn't manmade, if that's what you're
looking for, but I found it to be well worth the read (and a good way to
introduce non-SF friends to Niven and Pournelle).

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Books - Del Rey Internet Newsletter &
                           Post-Apocalypse Books (3 msgs) &
                           Assemblers of Infinity (3 msgs) &
                           Recent Releases

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 01:03:24 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Del Rey Internet Newsletter, March (long)

[Moderator's Note: This is the second part of the article that appeared in
issue #158.]

Q & A
 
Q: Just what do you do with unsold books? Do you recycle them, seal them in
   a time capsule for release 10-20 years from now, or send them to the
   future for a future Del Rey company to re-release?
A: Mass-market paperbacks that the bookstores order from us and then
"return" to us as unsold are almost always destroyed by the bookstores.
What this means is that someone rips off the front covers, sends those
covers to us for a refund on the invoice price of the book, and then is
responsible for destroying the rest of the book so that no one can resell
it.  If you ever see books in drugstores or wherever with the front covers
ripped off, they are being sold illegally.  Hardcovers and trade paperbacks
are actually returned to our warehouse, where they are sent out again to
fulfill reorders.  Books that we give up on ever selling are pulped--i.e.,
reduced to a slurry of paper fiber and water and disposed of--though the
rumor is that our warehouse is heated in the winter by the burning
carcasses of mass-market books.
 
Q: [There's been a lot of confusion about L. Sprague de Camp's name and how
   his books should be shelved--under S, D, or C?]  Well, which is it?  Is
   Sprague a middle name or part of the surname?
A: L. (for Lyon) Sprague de Camp's last name is de Camp.  His works should
be under D, just like Lester del Rey's.  Sprague is a middle name.
 
Q: How about Del Rey releasing excerpts from upcoming books online?
   Perhaps including them in DRIN may be too large, but you could either
   put them on the Panix gopher or make them available by mail.  Perhaps
   you could call it the DRIN+.
A: We're gearing up to do this--first in a tentative way, by uploading
samples as readable files on my home directory, and later in a more
professional way--a gopher or WWW document.  We've yet to finalize the
specifics of rights, permissions, mechanics, and so on, but I'm working on
it.
 
Q: In Del Rey Internet Newsletter #7, there was an article entitled "From
   Slush to Discovery," in which you mentioned that one of the initial
   problems with the author's novel was "too much romance."  I've been
   reading sf and fantasy for 30+ years and romance always seemed minor to
   non-existent.  However, lately I've heard about a new Romance sub-genre
   called futuristic romance which is romance told on a light-weight
   science-fiction backdrop.  Given the advent of futuristic romances I had
   wondered if romance might be creeping in from the science fiction side
   also.  However, from your comment in the Newsletter, I take it "romantic
   science fiction" is a sub-genre whose time has not yet come.  Is that
   what you are seeing from the publisher's side?
A: The short answer is that romance is fine, but too much focus on the
romance aspect, to the detriment of the adventure, science-fictional,
political, intrigue, or other aspects of the book, is to be avoided.  In
other words, tying up the romance subplot shouldn't be enough to end the
book if there are other subplots running.  In fact, many sf novels contain
significant romance elements, but they're usually not the focus of the
book--the main problem to be overcome by the characters.  Futuristic or sf
romance is a sub-genre of romance books, and has a different goal and a
different audience; sf readers might enjoy romance in their sf, but they
don't want it to be the only thing the books turn out to be about.
 
Q: The _Sector General_ series by James White features an intergalactic
   hospital that treats a variety of different species.  The first novels
   in the series focused on Conway, a brilliant surgeon, but the later ones
   seem to be focussing more on other physicians or psychologists.  I
   really enjoyed reading these books.  Does anyone know if there are plans
   for any more books in this series?
A: Right now, we don't have plans to publish any more Sector General
novels.  (Del Rey published most or all of the books in the U.S.)  White is
retired and his eyesight isn't good, so his writing speed has greatly
diminished in recent years.
 
Q: I would like to know if there is any news from Mick Farren.  Does the
   guy still live, does he still write?
A: Mick Farren is the British author of a number of sf novels, most notably
THEIR MASTERS' WAR.  As far as I know, he hasn't been writing sf lately,
for us or another publisher.  However, he is working on some other projects
from Los Angeles, where he currently lives.
 
Q: Does Del Rey have a mail-order service? Due to the huge number of books
   published, it is sometimes impossible for me to get some books because
   the local distributors think that nobody would be interested in buying
   them.
A: Yes, we do.  E-mail me for instructions on how to order books by mail or
800 number.  In the future, we will probably have systems set up online so
that books can be ordered over the Internet.
 
IMHO:  Getting information to sales representatives
 
A book's success depends mainly on the performance of the following people,
in roughly chronological order: author, editor, copyeditor, cover
illustrator, cover designer, sales representatives, bookstore buyers, shelf
stockers, and customers.  One of the key links in this chain is between the
editor, who champions the books she edits, and the publishing company's
sales reps, who are responsible for selling _all_ the company's books.  So
one of the most crucial editorial jobs is getting across to the sales reps
why particular books are good, which customers they will appeal to, and any
"selling points" that will help the reps get orders from bookstore
buyers--the people who order, from many publishing companies, the books
that will be put on sale in their stores.
 
The primary means of communication between editors and sales reps is
called, at Ballantine/Del Rey, the fact sheet.  It covers basic information
about the book: title, author, type of book, place in series (if any),
price, page length, and so on.  It also includes a brief description of the
book; an explanation of why we're publishing the book; the author's
previous publishing history, with our company and with others; the author's
place of residence, so the reps will know where the author might make
appearances and increase demand for books; and that all-important list of
selling points.
 
Selling points can be of many different kinds: the fact that the book is
about a currently-popular topic.  The author's previous sales record on
previous books.  The performance of the previous book in the series.
Events that will bring attention to the book (readings, TV and radio
appearances, magazine or newspaper articles, sports events).  The
publisher's advertising and promotion plans.  A selling point is anything
the sales reps can use to show bookbuyers that people will be hearing about
the topic or author and will want to read the book.
 
Fact sheets are distributed to the sales reps about nine months in advance
of publication--which is at least three months before the reps make their
sales calls for that publication month.  In those sales calls, reps use
kits that contain the cover proofs for each book published in that month,
with brief versions of publication information, reviews, comparisons, etc.
printed on the backs.  So by the time the sales information gets to the
bookbuyer, it's in very condensed form, and the rep is the only source of
the extra information--and enthusiasm--that might increase the bookbuyer's
order.
 
Many publishers plan sales conferences to facilitate the flow of
information between editors and reps.  Until recently, our editors and reps
met at sales conference three times a year, and the editors presented each
book to a darkened room of listening reps and other editors.  Reviews were
quoted, plots were summarized in an exceedingly brief way, and
sometimes--for the big books--interviews or film clips were shown.  Sales
information of various sorts was presented to the reps in the form of
graphs and charts and frowny-faces and so on.  The brain-numbing potential
was very high, since we would all do this for six hours a day for three
days in a row.  Thus the Del Rey editors tried to get extra attention paid
to our books by using humor.  We tried almost everything: rhymed verse,
suggestive language, jokes, puns, and occasionally props (including Groucho
nose/spectacles and a life-sized Dave Barry cut-out figure).  Another sf
publisher was apparently partial to song-and-dance routines at their sales
conferences.  The idea was that _anything_ that made the book stick in the
reps' minds was worthwhile.  The facts could come later--from the rest of
our presentations or from the fact sheets.
 
Then we switched to putting editorial presentations on videotape and
distributing the tape to the reps in advance of sales conference.  Advance
distribution gave the reps a chance to absorb the information so that they
could come to sales conference with more questions, ideas, and criticisms;
doing away with the time-consuming presentations at sales conference made
more time for sharing those questions, ideas, and criticisms as well.
 
Videotape meant we editors could have more props, occasionally music, and
some costume changes--if we were fast about it.  It also meant we had to
wear makeup, which did not go over well in the certain segments of the Del
Rey editorial department (mea culpa).  I did have a good time dressing in a
toga with a real ivy wreath on my head to present THE IMPERIUM GAME by K.
D. Wentworth, a novel set in a Roman-Empire role-playing game.  Then I got
into character as a 12-year-old tomboy Star Wars fanatic to present the
GUIDE TO THE STAR WARS UNIVERSE.  LucasFilm sent me lots of props: a toy
lightsaber, R2-D2 and C-3PO dolls, an X-wing commander cap, game modules,
and--best of all--the Vader Voice, which makes your voice sound like Darth
Vader's when you talk into it.  "_It is imperative that you sell this book
immediately._"
 
Now we've gone technological and are using a company-wide database program
and e-mail, both to disseminate information about the books (fact sheets,
sales histories, etc.) and to develop and discuss scheduling, marketing
plans, advertising, and so on.  It really opens up the channels of
communication between editors, sales people, management, production, and
everyone else--and no one has to dress up, travel across the country, or
wear makeup.  And since the reps (who live all over the country) can now be
informed and involved about our books every step of the way, they can feel
like part of the development team and not just "mere" salespeople.
 
What we're moving toward is getting information to people as they need
it--both from editors to reps and from reps to editors.  In the end, that's
more useful than dazzling the reps with props and performances.  But it was
still sort of fun.  Especially the lightsaber.
 
Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
ekh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 07:44:09 GMT
From: hvaisane@cc.joensuu.fi (H. Vaisanen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

Non-fiction:
      AUTHOR: Wagar, W. Warren
       TITLE: Terminal visions  : the literature of last things / W.
              Warren Wagar
 PUBLICATION: Bloomington, Ind. : Indiana U. P., 1982
    MATERIAL: 241 s
        ISBN: 0-253-35847-7 (sid.)
 CLASS (UDC): 82
 CLASS (UDC): 236

It has a list of apocalypse novels.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 20:05:28 GMT
From: avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com (Al Von Ruff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

rmcneice@mbsdev70.shearson.com (Robert McNeice) writes:
>There was a book I read long ago called "Dhalgren".  I don't remember the
>author.  It won a Nebula though.

Written by Samuel R. Delany. Nominated for a Nebula in 1975, but lost to
_The Forever War_ by Joe Haldeman.

Al von Ruff
Motorola Microcomputer Division
Urbana Design Center
1101 East University Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801 USA
avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 21:30:39 GMT
From: alien@acheron.amigans.gen.nz (Ross Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  post-apocalypse books

Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.COMpaq.COM writes:
>richbrandt@aol.com writes:
>>>???        _The Quiet Earth_
>>"The Quiet Earth" was the name of a New Zealand post-apocalypse film; he
>>may have been thinking of Earth Abides by George Stewart, which traces
>>the few survivors of a global plague.
>
>I remember seeing the movie "TQE," I remember that it was based on a
>novel, and I remember giving up trying to find out what that novel was.
>(!!)  Does anyone out there know?  Is it _Earth Abides_, as mentioned
>above?  It doesn't sound like it from the short description.

It's based on _The Quiet Earth_ by Craig Harrison. I suspect it's never
been published outside New Zealand. I've read it, and IMHO you're not
missing anything; apart from the "last man on Earth" business, there's very
little resemblance between the plots (of the book and movie), and it's a
lousy book. If you're after some sort of explanation for what's going on,
you're wasting your time; the movie gave only a few hints at an
explanation, but the book makes no attempt at all.

I think this is one of those rare cases where a movie is actually better
than the book it's based on.

Ross Smith
Wanganui, New Zealand
alien@acheron.amigans.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 09:25:15 GMT
From: jvalkama@paju.oulu.fi (Jyrki Valkama)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Assemblers of Infinity

I have seen that same story in Analog as serial and I didn't particularly
like either premise or storyline. Nanotech is not that superior IMHO.  The
greatest irritation was that story ended. Period.  I felt a bit cheated:
THAT was all?. Seemed that writers had some ideas and nowhere to go.

Jyrki Valkama
jvalkama@phoenix.oulu.fi

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 17:17:49 GMT
From: avondale@rutgers.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Assemblers of Infinity

   I read the book Assemblers of Infinity and was rather impressed.  I
didn't read it to nitpick the veracity of the science behind all the
nanotech critters; I read it to read something enjoyable that wasn't so far
out that I couldn't suspend my disbelief at all.  IMHO, this book held me
in suspense most of the way through - I thought that it was rather eerie
that the "enemy" were miniscule alien creatures.  The characters may not
have been the best drawn, but they were good enough for me to empathize
with them.  All in all, I thought it was a pretty good book.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 04:42:03 GMT
From: stalzer@macaw.hrl.hac.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Assemblers of Infinity

I have not read the book, but if these "little critters" are anything like
the devices described in Eric Drexler's book Nanotechnology, they can
handle tremendous accelerations - perhaps a billion times greater than
macroscopic bodies. Whacking into a planet would seem like a lazy way to
slow down. That's the kind of toughness you get with devices that are
essentially made out of diamond. 

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 08:17:13 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: out in the last couple of weeks in the USA

Okay, it's been a slow couple of weeks:

The Enemy Within, Christie Golden, TSR (pb)
 A Ravenloft novel, w/a Jekyll/Hyde-type situation.
Serpent Waltz, Jo Clayton, DAW Fantasy (pb)
 Sequel to Dancer's Rise, #2 in a trilogy.
Golden Trillium, Andre Norton, Bantam Spectra (pb)
 Out in paperback.
The Chaos Gate, Josepha Sherman, Baen Fantasy (pb)
 A Bards' Tale novel, sequel to Castle of Deception.
Dagger's Edge, Anne Logston, Ace Fantasy (pb)
 About Shadow's niece; a sequel.
The Short Victorious War, David Weber, Baen SF (pb)
 The next Honor Harrington novel.

Seen but not bought, all hardback: new books by Clarke, Lackey (who have
both recently fallen *off* my "buy-in-hardback" list), Carver (who's not
yet on it), Weis & Hickman (Dragonlance; they were never on it - the
Dragonlance books are mostly mind candy), and a newbie named something like
Grezky (two-and-a-half-inches-thick on Norse legends, hyped as the "Mists
of Avalon" for the Norse sagas.... oy).

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Asimov (6 msgs) & Nicholson Baker & Barnes &
                   Blaylock & Bradley & Brooks & Bull

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 13:42:19 GMT
From: baum1@syma.sussex.ac.uk (Paul Silver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robots books by Asimov

Kevin Lightburn (ak453@FreeNet.Carleton.CA) wrote:
>I was thinking of getting into this series but I see a plethora of books
>out for it. Question is which should I start with?

IMHO: start with 'The Caves of Steel', then 'The Naked Sun' and the others
in that series, they are detective SF stories with robots being major parts
of the stories. They are very good, but offhand I can't remember all of the
ones in the series. They also lead up to the Empire novels, and all his
other books.

The anthologies of robot stories are also very good, either start with
I,Robot and continue (it's also good to read this before any of the books,
but hardly mandatory) or get 'The Complete Robot', which has most of his
robot short stories in.

Hope this helps.

Paul
baum1@syma.sussex.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 16:36:11 GMT
From: Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.compaq.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robots books by Asimov

Just in case there are others out there who haven't tried Asimov's robot
books yet:

The "robot books" by Asimov generally fall into two categories: The Robot
Series, and collections of short stories.  The first category consists of
the following novels:
   THE CAVES OF STEEL
   THE NAKED SUN
   THE ROBOTS OF DAWN
   ROBOTS AND EMPIRE
Read these in this order.

The second category consists of the following collections (and there may be
more, I don't know):
   I, ROBOT
   THE REST OF THE ROBOTS
   ROBOT DREAMS
   ROBOT VISIONS
As far as I am concerned, you can read these at your convenience.  They
pretty much each stand on their own and do not *critically* tie in to any
other series.  And except for I, ROBOT, they follow no "timeline" that I'm
aware of.

There is one final book you may want to pick up: THE POSITRONIC MAN, by
Asimov and Robert Silverberg, based on the classic short-story, "The
Bicentennial Man," by Asimov.  Read the short-story first, though.  (I
believe it is in THE REST OF THE ROBOTS....)

Which should you read first?  Personally, I would start with either THE
CAVES OF STEEL or I, ROBOT.  They are the oldest and, therefore, the best
of the bunch, IMO.  They're all pretty good, though.

If you are interested, there is a mailing-list for fans of Isaac Asimov.  I
can send you some info on it.  Traffic varies.  It may flare up for a
couple of days and then stays quiet most of the time.

Glad to be of service.  :)

Erich Hurst
Compaq Computer Corporation
Houston, Texas

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 18:50:09 GMT
From: bookworm@yvax.byu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robots books by Asimov

A great order to read a plethora of Asimov in is:

Foundation
Foundation and Empire
Second Foundation
Caves of Steel
Naked Sun
Robots of Dawn
Robots and Empire
Foundation's Edge
Foundation and Earth
Prelude to Foundation
Forward the Foundation

The Galactic Empire novels are also in the same universe but really don't
play much of a role as the above ones.

Enjoy.

Casey
Bookworm@yvax.byu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 17:45:29 GMT
From: joseph@cc.utah.edu (Joseph F. Buchanan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robots books by Asimov

As to where to start on reading Asimov's robot books:

My first one was "Caves of Steel". After reading essentially all of the
 Robot/Empire/Foundation books he has written, I still feel that it was
the best one to start out with. After that do "Naked Sun" and "Robots
of Dawn". After that I don't think it matters much. You can then go
back and pick up the series of short stories like "Robot Dreams" or "I,
Robot". For the whole impact, of course, you will need to go through
the Foundation books and Empire books (though these are really old and
suffer some from that state of science knowledge back then) and see how
the Asimov universe works. Not all of the books are the best reading,
but overall I found them enjoyable. I especially like the way Asimov
develops his stories.

Joseph F. Buchanan
University of Utah
Computer Center - MEB 3440
Salt Lake City,  UT  84112
JOSEPH@CC.Utah.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 18:50:41 GMT
From: wollman@ginger.lcs.mit.edu (Garrett Wollman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robots books by Asimov

<Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.COMpaq.COM> wrote:
>There is one final book you may want to pick up: THE POSITRONIC MAN, by
>Asimov and Robert Silverberg, based on the classic short-story, "The
>Bicentennial Man," by Asimov.  Read the short-story first, though.  (I
>believe it is in THE REST OF THE ROBOTS....)

The original book publication was in /The Bicentennial Man and Other
Stories/.  I would STRONGLY recommend that people try to hunt down this
collection, because it has a number of very good stories in addition to the
one referenced.  I would particularly recommend, as an appropriate
counterpoint to ``The Bicentennial Man'', the story ``That Thou Art Mindful
of Him'' in this collection.

I would also recommend ``The Winds of Change'' from the immediate following
story collection by the same name.

Other stories that I would recommend from these two books would be ``The
Evitable Conflict'' (I think that's in here) and ``Triage''.

Garrett A. Wollman
wollman@lcs.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 22:51:23 GMT
From: mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk (Saint Erroneous)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robots books by Asimov

One of the problems with Asimov is that his universe doesn't work very
well. Yes, it's a nice idea to tie all of his stories into one big huge
milieu, but you can see the rivets. Prelude and Forward the Foundation were
easily two of his _worst_ books ever. They, quite literally, had no reason
to exist. They were poorly written, had _dull_ plotting, an unconvincing
world, and added _nothing_ to your understanding of the other Foundation
books. They had their moments, but were something of an anticlimax.
Involving R. Daneel Olivaw (which we'd see at the end of Foundation and
Earth already) was amusing but was, I believe, his final attempt to weld
his stories in a great Meisterwerk, which would live on beyond his death
(etc., etc.)...

Asimov's early stuff is good, IMHO. It seems less interested with
Significant Happenings, Omens and Portnets of Things To Come...

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 16:49:09 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Baker's "Fermata"

LexRex@adcalc (who can't spell "Paul Muad'Dib") writes:
> Has anyone out there read Nicholson Baker's book "The Fermata" by Random
> House?  I picked it up at the bookstore and started reading it but the
> $21 price tag made me put it back down.
 
The book appears to be about a man who has the power to stop time and uses
it mainly to undress women without their consent.  Sounds ghastly, but
Baker has written very well about sex in his novel "Vox" so he might be
able to make "Fermata" work.  I shall wait for the paperback though.

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 23:55:52 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John Barnes: A Million Open Doors

I bought this when it first showed up in paperback, but only got around to
reading it last night.  I read _Orbital Resonance_ a year or so ago, and
enjoyed it.  I should note here that the plot of neither book impressed me
much, but I find his characters interesting, the dialogue more than
adequate and the background ideas - whether gadgets or philosophy,
involving.  (In particular, the educational system depicted in OR
fascinated me.)

With Lois McMaster Bujold and John Barnes, I see the worldbuilding as
occurring through characterization: we see (or I do, at any rate) places
incarnate as the people who live or have lived in them.  In _A Million Open
Doors_, I see an additional dimension: cultures in the Thousand Cultures
are the nearly indelible shadows cast by dreamers of the past.
Consequently, I don't mind what others have objected to as minimalist
world-building.

Spoilers probably follow:

I do have a comment about the endings of both these novels.  The characters
are portrayed as having significant freedom within their environment
(Melpomene and Giraut are both safer and less restricted in speech and
movement than many of their contemporary characters), and a strongly
limited ability to affect their environment - they are both, to large
degree, puppets.  The endings seem to really bring this home to them; after
struggling against some amorphous, bureaucratic blob for the better part of
a novel, and watching it consume things and people they love, yet
nevertheless winning at least some victories against it, events apparently
far beyond their control conspire to completely change the environment in
which they work and live.  Yet, it turns out that the movers and shakers
did what they did out of respect and admiration for the glorious struggle
the characters were engaged in.  Okay, so as a paraphrase it's a little
weak, and it's a generalization off of _two_ whole novels, and I'm being
really evil.  Sorry.  I can see these endings being viewed by some as
sudden, abrupt, deus ex whatever, but I think that misses the point.  I'm
just not entirely certain I like a reality that works in this particular
way.

At any rate, some rambling digression about the book follows.

The Thousand Cultures of the Diaspora have been re-united by the
development of instantaneous transportation (the springer).  A small group
of closely connected Inner Cultures are re-connecting with scattered
extremist groups on frontier planets.  _A Million Open Doors_ describes the
re-integration of Caledony into the Thousand Cultures.

A native of Caledony who emigrated to Nou Occitan (another recent addition)
returns to his native planet with Occitan friends; they are to ease the
reintegration of Caledony.  The culture clash and the mutual missionarizing
occupy the forground of the tale.  World building occurs largely through
characters - places incarnate in people.  As players mingle and
cross-fertilize, the characters grow, and we see the finer shades and
detail of the cultures and the founders who built them (as people are
incarnated as places, as well).

Barnes engages in a certain amount of telling, probably necessary but
nevertheless jarring.  The main(ly sympathetic) characters are remarkably
aware of and detached from their own cultural prejudices.  I say detached,
because their depicted emotional response ranges from silent-oath-and-
leave-the-room to getting up and pacing.  The strongest reaction is tossed
off as a past occurrence - Giraut refers to killing (not really - with a
neuroducer) the Interstellar who first tells him the truth about Mozart,
Beethoven, etc..  Given the nature of Caledonian culture (people are to
change if shown a rational reason) and Occitan culture (anything adoptable
if sufficiently stylish and interesting, and an ironic stance is adopted
with respect to nearly everything), this is maybe okay.  Or, perhaps,
Barnes is making the point that these are manufactured cultures, and so not
so compelling (I strongly doubt it, and if he is, well, he can buzz off
because I don't buy it at all - all cultures are manufactured, and all
cultures compel, change, or die.).  At any rate, this depiction is aided
and abetted by Barnes' depiction of these people as decent humans, where
"decent" is a universalized notion which forms an implicit theme in the
novel.

Shan, Aimeric and Giraut are representative of their respective cultures,
while all are shown as able, more or less, to successfully adapt to a new
way of thinking and living.  They have difficulty accepting aspects of the
new culture, but they are able to love, respect and form strong friendships
across cultural lines.  Trying to really know people (how they think, what
they love) underlies this ability.  Personal loyalty and a conception of
Higher Principles (human decency), principles more universal than those of
one's native cultures, are strong components of their personal moral and
ethical outlook.  So Giraut learns to love plain women, because he values
heart more than surface, despite being bred in a world of glamor and style.
So Shan disposes of political necessity and does what he can to rescue his
friends.  And Thorwald comprehends and uses violence in the defense of what
and who he has grown to love.  They are all "decent" people.  It's sort of
an interesting theme, and I didn't notice anyone else mention it in the
discussion of the novel, so I thought I'd belabor it a while.

In some ways, I wish Bieris had been on stage more often.  She saw clearly
(at least was depicted as doing so) - she looked at what is rather than
what ought to be, or what would be, and she did this despite being an
Occitan.  Her sense of humor, her ability to adapt to what she _chose_ to
adapt, and simultaneous refusal to compromise her inner sense of truth and
right struck me as being very like Antigone, although not tragic in this
particular tale (probably just as well she spent so much time off-stage,
maybe).  So many of the other characters watched themselves changing,
_liked_ the changes that were occurring (even when they found them somewhat
frightening), but seemed to have no intention, no will to change.  Bieris
chose the tide that would move her where others seemed to be swept along.

I vaguely recall discussion revolving around the moral repugnance of
most/all of the cultures depicted.  Also revolving around the "thinness" of
the cultures depicted.  I did react to a lot of the cultural stuff with a
"ewwww yuck" reaction (and I sighed in annoyance at yet-another-rape-a-
woman-violently-to-rile-the-reader's-emotions routine, until I got to that
line where the parents sent their reaction in.  *That* riled me, and I'd
bet money and beer if not chocolate that _that_ reaction was what the scene
was in place for.), but not very strongly, probably because the cultures
were too "thin" to get a strong visceral reaction.  Simultaneously, while
too thin to annoy me viscerally, they were just that kind and level of
complexity to amuse me intellectually, so I didn't object to the thinness.
This may mean it's a bad novel, but that it's a good novel of ideas.

At any rate, it was captivating, it had a lot of neat ideas, and I liked
the characters.  The story was so-so, involving enough to keep me
interested, although Barnes' plots don't seem to do much for me.  And, of
course, I promptly loaned it out, and I'll probably never see it again.  Oh
well.  Maybe if I buy another copy later, it won't have so many _typos_.
That was annoying.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 12:24:00 GMT
From: glen.cox@onestop.sccsi.com (Glen Cox)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Blaylock; best? worst?

kmac@cisco.com (Karl Elvis MacRae) writes:
>  So after reading so many people mention James Blaylock in the same
>  breath with my favorite sci-fi author, Tim Powers, I figured I had to
>  pick up some of Blaylock's work.

>  ->Paper Grail:
>  ->Elfin Ship:

Not exactly the best choices.  Blaylock's best novel, by far, is THE LAST
COIN.  (I still haven't read the new one, however.)  After that, I'd go for
HOMUNCULUS or THE DIGGING LEVIATHAN.

He is, on the other hand, not the same type of author as Powers.  Powers is
more of a traditional SF writer, while Blaylock is more of a mainstream
writer who can't forget all those comic books he read as a child.

I do, however, like them both.

Glen

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 04:16:55 GMT
From: cristina@ocf.berkeley.edu (Maria Cristina Owen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Marion Zimmer Bradley

Does anyone ou there Know if any more of Marion Zimmer Bradley's Darkover
books are coming out soon? Like the anthologies or whatever?  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 17:46:31 GMT
From: vanausda@esserv01 (Hank VanAusdale)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Terry Brooks

I have seen in the bookstores that his new book (The Tangle Box, I believe)
is due out soon.  Anyone got a hint as to what this may be about?

Later.

Hank

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 15:07:31 GMT
From: rogerc@gradient.com (Roger Christie,home@9600=9=13696671)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Emma Bull

kimw@raleigh.ibm.com (Kim Winz) writes:
>Emma Bull's _War for the Oaks_ is a wonderful urban fantasy which does a
>nice job of bringing the Sidhe to intrude in daily life.

I second this...it's a wonderful book.

Even better is her new book, just out called Finder. It will break your
heart and delight you at the same time...

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************


1,,
Summary-line:  7-Mar  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #161
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA27530; Mon, 7 Mar 94 10:50:58 EST
Date: Mon, 7 Mar 94 10:50:58 EST
Message-Id: <9403071550.AA27530@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #161
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Mon, 7 Mar 94 10:50:58 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #161
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 7 Mar 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 161

Today's Topics:

	 Books - Scott Baker & Bova (2 msgs) & Brenner (2 msgs) &
                 Brin (2 msgs) & Brust (2 msgs) & Card (5 msgs) &
                 Constantine

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 22:05:43 GMT
From: akomins@ellis.uchicago.edu (arin komins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Scott Baker

Anybody know if Scott Baker is still writing sf/f?

I really enjoyed Dhampire and Nightchild and I want to track down his other
stuff.

Thanks.

Arin
akomins@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 13:38:46 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Ben Bova:Triumph

I've always been a bit uncertain about alternate history and how it fits
into SF as a whole.  What gives me the biggest problem is that the plot
style is often totally different - they tend to be more similar to
historical fiction than SF.

Ben Bova's _Triumph_ is one of those.  It is, essentially, a World War II
historical, with a few minor differences.  The first is something I
wouldn't have noticed, but history isn't my strongest point - Franklin
Roosevelt doesn't die in April 1945.  That's fairly minor, but I suppose
important in keeping Truman out of things.

The second, on which the whole book revolves, is that Winston Churchill,
when he gifted Stalin with the bejewelled Sword of Stalingrad (which did
happen in this reality), concealed two grams of plutonium in the
lead-shielded handle.  The intent is to relay this information to a traitor
on Stalin's staff, and thus assassinate him in a relatively untraceable
way.

This could have been interesting but, Bova limits the timeframe of the book
to April 1945.  With their leadership in disarray, the Russians don't
occupy Berlin as they did in reality, and one presumes that this will mean
no East Germany, and maybe even no Communist Eastern Europe.  But Bova
doesn't go on long enough to let us know.

The only mildly interesting element was the focus on Grigori Gagarin,
brother of Yuri, first man in space, personal secretary to Stalin, and (no
real surprise) the chosen assassin.  His inner conflict is the best part of
the book.

This may just be my pet peeve.  But an alternate history which makes a
small change and examines it in detail is less to my taste than one that
makes a big honkin' change and makes broad generalizations.  Thus Philip
Jose Farmer's _Two Hawks From Earth_, which features a world where the
American continent never existed, and the Amerinds thus went to Europe
instead, I retain a passing fondness for; Walter Jon Williams's "No Spot of
Ground", where Edgar Allan Poe fights in the Civil War, did nothing for me
at all.  And _Triumph_ didn't either.

Maybe it would do better to be put in "Fiction" next to the Tom Clancys.
His fans might get a kick out of it.  If nothing else, it's shorter.

Author:     Bova, Ben
Title:      Triumph
Publisher:  Tor
City:       New York
Date:       January 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-312-85359-9
Pages:      253 pp.
Comments:   Hardcover


- --
- --Alfvaen(Editor of Communique)
Current Album--Tori Amos:Under The Pink
Current Read--Karen Ripley:The Persistence of Memory
"Hold on to yourself--this is gonna hurt like hell."  --Sarah McLachlan

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 01:02:27 GMT
From: pcrxs@nasagiss.giss.nasa.gov (Robert B. Schmunk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Prograde Reviews--Ben Bova:Triumph

aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V) wrote:
> This could have been interesting but, Bova limits the timeframe of the
> book to April 1945.

Unsurprisingly, the working title of the book was APRIL 1945.

> The only mildly interesting element was the focus on Grigori Gagarin,
> brother of Yuri, first man in space, personal secretary to Stalin, and
> (no real surprise) the chosen assassin.  His inner conflict is the best
> part of the book.

Yes, Grigori's turmoil was one of the best part's of the book and his
devotion to his younger brother was very nice. Too bad he never existed.
That's right, a great character with wonderful motivation, and Bova made
him up.

> Maybe it would do better to be put in "Fiction" next to the Tom Clancys.
> His fans might get a kick out of it.  If nothing else, it's shorter.

But it's almost as expensive, or at least the hardback was.

Robert B. Schmunk
NASA/Goddard Institute
2880 Broadway
New York, NY 10025 USA

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 22:13:47 GMT
From: gadeken@pineapple.cns.udel.edu (Christian Gadeken)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dance of Gods

Has anyone besides me been reading this tetralogy?  I've read the first
three books, but can't find the last one.  Has it been published yet?

The author`s name is Meyer Alan Brenner (or something like that).  Has he
written anything else?

Christian Gadeken

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 04:29:45 GMT
From: paul@econ.yale.edu (Paul McGuire)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dance of Gods

gadeken@pineapple.cns.udel.edu (Christian Gadeken) writes:
>Has anyone besides me been reading this tetralogy?  I've read the first
>three books, but can't find the last one.  Has it been published yet?
>
>The author`s name is Meyer Alan Brenner (or something like that).  Has he
>written anything else?

It's Mayer.

I liked the first quite a bit and the second enough to buy more, but I've
never seen them or anything else.

I think DAW may have shot themselves in the foot with the stupid cover that
they stuck on the second volume: it has nothing to do with the book and
makes it look like a LAFF-RIOT with dwarves of the stupid==funny school of
literature.  I know that I skipped over considering it based on the cover
without looking at the author until someone posted here that there was a
sequel out.

Paul McGuire
paul@econ.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 20:26:18 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--David Brin:Glory Season

David Brin: Glory Season  [Some spoilers]

_Glory Season_ is a book that belongs up there with Tepper's _The Gate To
Women's Country_ and Vonarburg's _In The Mother's Land_(a.k.a. _The
Maerlande Chronicles_)

What do these books have in common?  Examination of gender roles, in a
society where women are in control and men in a subordinate role.

In _Glory Season_, there are three kinds of people: men, clones, and vars.
Clones and vars are both female, but with a difference.  Vars and males are
the product of sexual reproduction, clones of amazonogenesis, where the
male is necessary for conception but contributes nothing genetically to the
child.  Reproductive systems have been tied to seasonal cues so that in the
summer, men are more inclined towards sex and violence, and women will
produce vars or male children; in the winter, men are more docile, but the
women are more eager to reproduce, since at this point they will produce
clone-children.  (Winter is also called "Glory Season", because of an
iridescent substance called glory that falls from the sky during these
times.  Hence the title.)

Vars, if they can find an unused niche and thrive, can found clone-families
of their own, which is every var's ambition, and one in which few succeed.
Males tend to be sailors; in some parts of the world, they're shut away in
the summer so they don't cause trouble.  They also play various versions of
Conway's Game of Life as a form of recreation.

The main character is a var named Maia, who has a twin sister Leie, which
makes them somewhat of an oddity - not quite clones, but closer than most
vars.  They leave their clan-home and set off in search of their fortunes.
They quickly get separated when their ships are attacked by pirates, and
for most of the book Maia thinks Leie is dead.

Maia ends up working inland, where she stumbles onto some unsavoury
activities involving a drug that makes men more enthusiastic in the winter;
she is found out and thrown into a prison.  There she makes the
acquaintance of [], whom she later (when they are both rescued) finds out
is a male.  And not just any male - a male from space.

The rest of the book involves their attempts to get [] back to the capital.
In the process, they stumble on the remnants of an ancient stronghold of
men, and then of ancient technology, and try to escape from their numerous
enemies.  Then they have to start deciding how to deal with rejoining the
rest of humanity.

It starts a bit slowly, but once Maia gets herself into trouble it doesn't
let up much.  Brin avoids a few of the more obvious things he could have
done, and pulls out a surprise or two before the end.  And it has a fair
bit to say about relations between the sexes, too, though it rarely or
never descends into didacticism.

Author:     Brin, David
Title:      Glory Season
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
City:       New York
Date:       June 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-07645-0
Pages:      564 pp.
Comments:   Hardcover

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 22:57:36 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Prograde Reviews--David Brin:Glory Season

aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V):
>What do these books have in common?  Examination of gender roles, in a
>society where women are in control and men in a subordinate role.

As I've opined before, reading the book as being 'about' gender roles does
it an injustice.  After all, *as* an examination of gender roles, the book
doesn't have a lot to say that's new and interesting.  I'm inclined to take
Brin at his word, and what he puts in his character's mouth (okay, diary)
at face value: It's not about gender.  It's about cloning, long-term
stability, and an attempt to find a balance between stability and
adaptability.

The reproductive scheme is specifically designed to slow change and
conserve successes without actually killing change.  Note that without the
vars, the Stratos would be *less* stable in the long term.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 00:25:00 GMT
From: ENGMJA@engensvr.ltec.com ("Aylor, Mark")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Steven Brust: Agyar

I don't know about you, but the conversation feels very stilted,
superficial, and written. I realize that he is writing it as he remembers
it, but it reads to stiff. It often seems rather childish and/or obtuse.

The other major problem is that so much is left unexplained. I don't seem
to be able to read between the lines to understand what the unsaid words
are.  It's like I came in on the middle of the narrative or conversation
and don't have the first half to make the rest comprehensible to my (maybe
to small) mind.

All the character interactions feel the same way stilted, superficial,
childish, or just plain incomprehensible. I have enjoyed Brust as a writer,
but after _Phoenix Guard_ and its overstylized writing, and _Athyra_ and
its missing explanations and skewed (compared to the other Taltos books)
perspective, I was hoping for a more typical Brust novel.  Maybe I'm just
getting to old and slow for the new writing styles.

Anyway, can anyone give me some encouragement to finish this. Does it get
any better?

engmja@engensvr.ltec.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 23:22:20 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: Agyar

ENGMJA@ENGENSVR.LTEC.COM ("Aylor, Mark") writes:
>I don't know about you, but the conversation feels very stilted,
>superficial, and written. I realize that he is writing it as he remembers
>it, but it reads to stiff. It often seems rather childish and/or obtuse.

Nah, stylistic. I happened to really like it that way. 

>The other major problem is that so much is left unexplained. I don't seem
>to be able to read between the lines to understand what the unsaid words
>are.

Actually, it IS explained. Brust just doesn't beat the reader over the head
with it. The current Locus has an interview with Steve, and he talks in
some detail about how this book came about.

It IS in there. Really.

>its missing explanations and skewed (compared to the other Taltos books)
>perspective, I was hoping for a more typical Brust novel.  Maybe I'm just
>getting to old and slow for the new writing styles.

"Regarding Woody Allen, I liked his early, funny films better."

>Anyway, can anyone give me some encouragement to finish this. Does it get
>any better?

If you didn't like it early on, you probably won't like it any better,
unles you look at it differently. Brust is trying different things. These
books aren't like his early, funny movies.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 18:22:13 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Scott Card finishes series; thousands amazed

Many posters to rec.arts.sf.written have asked whether Orson Scott Card
ever intends to finish any of his series.  A large subset of these people
have expressed the desire that he return to the Alvin books.

Yesterday afternoon, Tor Books took delivery of the fifth and final volume
of the Homecoming Saga by Orson Scott Card, the series which began in 1992
with THE MEMORY OF EARTH.

The second volume, THE CALL OF EARTH, appeared in 1993; the third volume,
THE SHIPS OF EARTH, was published this month.  The fourth volume,
EARTHFALL, will appear in January 1995; the fifth book will be published in
May of that year.

According to Scott, he now intends to commence work on the fourth Alvin
novel.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 16:05:57 GMT
From: Y.H.Ng@durham.ac.uk (Y.H Ng)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ender's Game

   I read the short story 'Ender's Game' by Orson Scott Card a while back
and found it to be an excellent story. What's the full novel like?  Is it
worth forking some dosh for it? Are there a lot more elements in the novel
than in the short story?
   Help appreciated.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 17:40:36 GMT
From: RAH12@psuvm.psu.edu (Roger A. Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Scott Card finishes....

pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden) says:
>>Wait a minute !! I thought Xenocide was the last book in the Ender
>>series?? I'm confused...
>
>Latest, not last.  There's at least one more in the works.

Michael Collings mentions the title "Ender's Children" as the title of
OSC's wrap-up for the sequence.

Is this Ender's Children?  Is it "Ender's Children", but we should look out
for it under a different name?  Or something else altogether?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 17:54:05 GMT
From: mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk (Saint Erroneous)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game

Y.H Ng <Y.H.Ng@durham.ac.uk> wrote:
>I read the short story 'Ender's Game' by Orson Scott Card a while back and
>found it to be an excellent story. What's the full novel like?  Is it
>worth forking some dosh for it? Are there a lot more elements in the novel
>than in the short story?

You're about to be swamped in a pile of "Yes, it's brilliant, go out and
buy it..." posts, to which I will add my voice. Ender's Game is probably
the most accessible of OSC's books. It's enjoyable, Deeply Philosophical in
a subtle way and quite sad at times.

The three Ender books so far (Speaker for the Dead and Xenocide) have all
been very good. The second and third feel a lot different from EG, mainly
because Ender isn't a kid any more. There should be a fourth book coming
out eventually.

They're quite strange books, as the philosophy OSC uses in them is
radically different from his own personal philosophy of life (OSC is, I
believe, a Mormon, and a _raving_ bigot).

Another OSC book you might like is his novel of The Abyss (the James
Cameron film). Bear in mind that the book has got everything the director's
cut has in it _and_ huge chunks of characterisation that never made it to
the film. It's a very well written book - apparently he and Cameron wrote
the screenplay in conjunction with the book, like the way Kubrick and
Clarke wrote 2001.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 23:29:29 GMT
From: Mark.Stackpole@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Mark Stackpole)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Scott Card finishes series & starts another

P Nielsen Hayden <pnh@panix.com> wrote:
[the final volume of _Homecoming_ was turned in to TOR]

   And according to the Library of Congress forthcoming books records, this
Fall will see the debut of a *new* series by OSC: "The Mayflower Trilogy"
(in collaboration with Katherine Kidd).

   BTW, can you tell what the title of _Homecoming_ v.5 is going to be?

Mark_Stackpole@oclc.org

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 23:28:00 GMT
From: denby.liu@almac.co.uk (Denby Liu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Storm Constantine

When I first read this series my comments ran along the lines; sex...some
more sex...even more sex...Okay, I know, it's a big generalisation of the
series, but I couldn't decide whether I liked it or not.  The story itself
was very unusual and had quite some original ideas, so I guess that's a
recommendation, isn't it?!

denby.liu@almac.co.uk

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Cook & Cooper (3 msgs) & Crowley (2 msgs) &
                    Delany (2 msgs) & Dickson & Effinger (4 msgs) &
                    Feist & Foster (3 msgs) & Phyllis Gotlieb &
                    Steven Gould & Knight (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 02:07:02 GMT
From: felicityg@aol.com (Felicity G)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Glen Cook's _Glittering Stone_?

Any Glen Cook fans out there? Has anyone heard anything lately about
_Glittering Stone_, the final book in the Black Company series? It has been
almost four years now since _Dreams of Steel_ and I have yet to see any
signs of it.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 20:13:06 GMT
From: r3daf@dax.cc.uakron.edu (Dave A Flanigan )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Time Master by L. Cooper

   One of my favorite set of books I have not yet seen mentioned.  Has
anyonee besides myself seen and red The Time Master books by L. Cooper. An
excellent, riveting, thought-provoking set of books that have to be on the
top of my favorite reading list.
   Not always the easiest reading, but very good. Comments?

Dave Flanigan
r3daf@dax.cc.uakron.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 00:56:28 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Time Master by L. Cooper

Did you know there is a sequel trilogy (out only in the US unfortunately,
although I know someone with more money than me who has the imports.) It's
called the Chaos Gate trilogy, and is supposed to be quite good. I haven't
had time to read them yet.

If you like the depiction of Chaos/Law rather than Good/Evil, you might
like Michael Moorcock's fantasy books like Corum or Hawkmoon.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 19:43:04 GMT
From: r3daf@dax.cc.uakron.edu (Dave A Flanigan )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Time Master by L. Cooper

>Did you know there is a sequel trilogy (out only in the US unfortunately,
>although I know someone with more money than me who has the imports.) It's
>called the Chaos Gate trilogy, and is supposed to be quite good. I haven't
>had time to read them yet.

   I read them, as well. Good, but not quite the equal to the original
books. Indago is another series she is working on. Again, good, but lacking
someplace. Not up to par with Time Master.

>If you like the depiction of Chaos/Law rather than Good/Evil, you might
>like Michael Moorcock's fantasy books like Corum or Hawkmoon.

   Already read them as well. In fact, I have read all the Moorcock books
that I could get my hands on. Thanks for the recommendation nonetheless.

Dave Flanigan
r3daf@dax.cc.uakron.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 16:20:28 GMT
From: mo@orange.cc.utexas.edu (mo_yain tham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Little, Big readers

Some time ago I saw a post from someone asking about _Little,Big_ by John
Crowley, but I don't know if it was this list or not.  But anyway, if this
is the right list and that person is still out there wondering, *I* have
read it (in fact it is one of my favorite books and I am re-reading it
currently).  It is FABULOUS!  Every time I read it I find new things to be
amazed at, new references I didn't see before.  Unfortunately it is out of
print...which brings me to another reason I am posting this.  Does anyone
out there know of any way a little peon consumer can induce the publishing
machine to bring a book back into print?  This book is a modern classic and
should be on every college curricilum if not high school.  Please share any
info or suggestions you may have.

Thanks.

Megan Durrett
mdianas@utxvms.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 20:49:48 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Little, Big readers

The publishing machine _is_ bringing LITTLE,BIG back - Bantam, this
September, to coincide with their publication of Crowley's new novel LOVE
AND SLEEP.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 12:14:06 GMT
From: jripley@ionews.io.org (John F. C. Ripley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Samuel R. Delany? (was Re: Post apocalypse books)

Steve Arlow <sea@umcc.umcc.umich.edu> wrote:
>Robert McNeice <rmcneice@mbsdev70.shearson.com> wrote:
>>There was a book I read long ago called "Dhalgren".  I don't remember the
>>author.  It won a Nebula though.
>
>The author was Samuel Delany.

And since we are on the topic, does anyone know what has happened to Mr.
Delany?  As far as I can remember I haven't seen anything from him in some
time, and he was at one time one of my favourite authors?  Is he still with
us? (I hope)...

I considered, and consider, him one of the best writers in any field, with
an excellent style and sense of language.

John Ripley
jripley@io.org

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 18:40:25 GMT
From: zgilbert@titan.ucs.umass.edu (Zvi Gilbert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Samuel R. Delany? (was Re: Post apocalypse books)

John F. C. Ripley <jripley@ionews.io.org> wrote:
>And since we are on the topic, does anyone know what has happened to Mr.
>Delany?

He's very much around; he's a full professor of Comparative Literature at
the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.  (He's teaching a course this
semester on Deconstructionism.)

In terms of his literary life, the major work that he seems to have been
doing over the past five years or so is the publication of a memoir of his
life, called _The Motion of Light in Water_.  The first edition of the book
won a Hugo in 1989.  It has since appeared in a revised British edition
(1990), and a third, revised American edition was published by Richard
Kasak (Masquerade Books) in 1993.  The third edition is literally twice the
size of the first edition (I have both; it's easy to compare). It's quite a
wonderful book, full of anecdote, meditations on memory, and full of lots
of sex and literature (two of my favorite things... ).

There's also a short novel that he revised and published called _They Fly
at Ciron_. It is only in hardback, through a small Seattle press called
Incunabula.

Oh yeah, and several of the Neveryona books have been brought back into
print through some University Press in nice trade paperback editions. Plus,
I know of at least two short stories that he's published in small literary
magazines.

In other words, he is a productive prolific writer, still publishing.  It's
just that the things he is publishing aren't mass market, for whatever
reason, maybe because the mass-market publishers aren't accepting it, maybe
because he's not submitting to them (hey, he's got a full-time real job
now, maybe he doesn't need the money... :) ).

Hope this helps.

Zvi
zgilbert@titan.ucs.umass.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 09:19:56 GMT
From: tim@kaiwan.com (Timothy C Clarke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: G.R. Dickson's Childe Cycle

I recently read _Dorsai!_ .  I know that this was the first Childe Cycle
book written by GRD, but not technically the first book in the CC.

I'm not really interested in the historical books of the series (unless of
course they come so highly recommended that I am convinced that they are
worth it), but I have bought three more of the books. could anyone tell me
what is the best order to read them in?

The three that I have yet to read are _Soldier, Ask Not_, _Lost Dorsai_,
and _The Spirit of Dorsai_.

Also if anyone would like to recommend some older classics that I may have
over looked I'd appreciate it. I have usually read newer stuff but I know
that I'm missing out.

Thanks.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 07:37:03 GMT
From: ideaman@leland.stanford.edu (Chicken Soft Taco)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: George Alec Effinger

Does anyone have information on when the next book in the series is coming
out?  Will there BE a next book in the series?  I've enjoyed the first
three thoroughly.

Damon Silver
ideaman@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 08:15:09 GMT
From: jonkung@soda.berkeley.edu (Jonathan Kung)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George Alec Effinger

<ideaman@leland.Stanford.EDU> wrote:
>Does anyone have information on when the next book in the series is coming
>out?  Will there BE a next book in the series?  I've enjoyed the first
>three thoroughly.

I'd love some information on this as well (series is GAE's Marid Audran
[boy, hope I got that name right, it's been a while] series).

Is Effinger still seriously ill?  That may be the reason for the lack of
new stuff.

Jon Kung

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 13:51:39 GMT
From: ee@star.qmw.ac.uk (Frossie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: G.A. Effinger

R3214@naitvm.nait.ab.ca (James Martens) writes:
>If anyone else has read George Alec Effinger's novel _When Gravity Fails_,
>or the other two in the same series (I haven't seen them yet), I'd love to
>hear from you. I just finished reading WGF, and I must say it's one of the
>more grim portrayals of the world to come (once again, the cyberpunkish
>view wins out). Not to mention, the author's portrayal of religion in the
>book is pretty surprising, as most of the SF books I've read have either
>disregarded religion altogether, or changed it so that it was not or
>barely recognizable.

I finished _WGF_ over the weekend - I got it because I was passing through
the Dark Carnival bookshop near Berkeley and they had "The Staff
Recommends" stickers all over it. It is a very good book - I didn't think
it was grim as much as gritty. The focus was not so much religious as
*cultural* [it takes place in a muslim milieu]. The plot revolved around
locating a serial killer - cyberpunk and detective-type stories seem to mix
very well. By the way, sex changes seem to be a regular occurence, to bring
in another thread.

In the back of the book it said there were two further stories with the
same character - are they equally good ?

The cover picture of the main character was *really* off.

ee@star.qmw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 20:07:16 GMT
From: jfc@athena.mit.edu (John F Carr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G.A. Effinger

I read WGF several years ago.  I liked most of the book but didn't like the
ending.  I started reading the sequel a couple years later but never
finished.  I'm not sure if my tastes changed or the sequel is worse.

John Carr
jfc@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 12:42:32 GMT
From: PBK106@psuvm.psu.edu (Paul Kwitkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Feist's Magician novel(s)

When Magician was released in hardcover, it was one very long novel.  Then,
when it was switched to paperback the hadcover was split into two novels,
Magician: Apprentice, Magician: Master.  If you read the books you can see
that they flow together like one book and don't separate so well.  I am not
saying they are bad, I've never read the hardcover, but the two books seem
more like one in comparision to how Feist did the rest of the series.  Also
the ending for Apprentice is kind of sudden.  I haven't read it for some
time so I may be wrong, but I think that Apprentice's end seems like it
wasn't planned.  Of course the Riftwar Saga and ALL of Feist's book are
great.  Which is why he is my favorite author.  Recently released are new
versions of Apprentice and Master called the author's preferred editions.
Does anybody know the difference between these and the originals?  Has the
ending to Apprentice been revamped?

Paul Bryan Kwitkin
PBK106@PSUVM.PSU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 14:37:53 GMT
From: shg@rhi.hi.is (Sigurdur Hrafn Gislason)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alan Dean Foster

Have you heard if Foster is going to continue his Thranx universe or has he
just completely given up? I know he has written a lot of books since then
but none as detailed and ambitious. He has now completed (I think) the
WebWar (I think again, don't remember the name) trilogy and should come out
with something new any time now.  Please somebody give him a push in the
right direction. His books have been dropping in quality since the final
Spellsinger books.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 17:57:30 GMT
From: akomins@ellis.uchicago.edu (arin komins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alan Dean Foster

Last I heard, he had to complete some other books before getting back to
the Humanx books.

And I would be very upset if he didn't continue it, especially since he
left the Flinx books hanging after almost telling us that Flinx is a
god, too...

They have been dropping in quality but, I'm still hoping...

Arin
akomins@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 21:43:43 GMT
From: louiss@PROBLEM_WITH_INEWS_GATEWAY_FILE (Louis Sivo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alan Dean Foster

Sigurdur Hrafn Gislason (shg@RHI.HI.IS) wrote:
>Have you heard if Foster is going to continue his Thranx universe or has
>he just completely given up? I know he has written a lot of books since
>then

I posted a similar question almost a year (?) ago, and the individual
writing the Del Rey internet newsletter said the he was under contract to
write them 3 books. One was to be a Flinx and Pip novel, one was to be set
in the commonwealth universe and the third was a standalone novel.

So I'm guessing maybe by the end of this year or the beginning of '95?

Louis Sivo
Hewlett-Packard Company                   
USFO Direct Marketing Information Systems 
louiss@nafohq.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 20:26:22 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Retrograde Reviews--Phyllis Gotlieb:A Judgement of Dragons

Spoilers herein

Phyllis Gotlieb was, at one point, pretty much the only SF author that
people could identify as Canadian.  This has changed, but she still holds a
place in the field.

_A Judgement of Dragons_ is not really a novel so much as a linked series
of novelettes.  They link quite strongly - the characters from earlier
stories appear in later ones but, the action is fairly episodic.

The main characters in the book are Khreng and Prandra, members of a race
called the Ungrukh, who are essentially like leopards except with reddish
fur, paws better adapted for manipulating objects (though no opposable
thumb), sentience, and a high incidence of ESP ability.  The latter makes
them valuable in GalFed, i.e. Yet Another Galactic Federation.  Khreng and
Prandra, a mated pair, are among the first Ungrunkh to work for GalFed.

The stories are interesting.  In the first, they run afoul of a time vortex
set up by an alien Qumedni, and have to thwart it in a 19th-century Polish
village.  In the second, while Prandra is getting her ESP-ability tested at
GalFed HQ, they are framed for murder.  In the third, they attempt to break
drug-runners' hold on a planet whose inhabitants can't deal with them.  In
the fourth, they confront the Qumedni responsible for creating their
race(from Earth leopards), and the Qumedni intent on stealing the secret of
bestowing sentience.

The stories take a bit to get into, since a lot of time is spent from the
Ungrunkhs' point of view, which is quite well-done, but which doesn't
always focus on the things that would interest the reader.  I would
recommend them, though.  On a scale of 1-10, I'd give it a 7.

Author:     Gotlieb, Phyllis
Title:      A Judgement of Dragons
Publisher:  Ace
City:       New York
Date:       April 1980
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-42032-X
Pages:      263 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US $2.95, Can $3.95

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 16:09:48 GMT
From: v-johnsp@microsoft.com (John Spinosa)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Jumper_ by Steven Gould

Has anyone heard of any other works by Steven Gould?  I've been looking for
something by him ever since I read PEACHES FOR MAD MOLLY.  That short story
was so involving and detailed that I was sorry it ended so soon and had to
re-read it several times.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 23:22:54 GMT
From: jcf@world.std.com (Joseph C Fineman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _In Deep_, by Damon Knight

Bought in a used-book store because it contained "The Handler" and "The
Country of the Kind" and I thought it might contain something else I would
like as much.  It doesn't, but "Four in One", about a blob that digests
people except for their nervous systems, which it hooks together and uses,
is kind of funny.

  "The Country of the Kind" is a classic story about the advantages and
disadvantages of being the only psychopath in the world.  I had forgotten
that "The Handler" had been written by Knight, but remembered the story
vividly from about 10 years ago.  It is a vicious satire on Jewish
show-business types, nastily realistic except for a snatch of grotesque
fantasy near the end.

Joe Fineman
239 Clinton Road
Brookline, MA 02146
(617) 731-9190
jcf@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 22:44:50 GMT
From: jcf@world.std.com (Joseph C Fineman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _In Deep_, by Damon Knight

mikes@Ingres.COM (Mike Schilling) writes:
>Where the hell do you get "Jewish" from?  The character's religion is
>never mentioned or even implied.

The characters in this story use a lot of Yiddishisms.  In particular,
there is an explicit reference to Litvaks (i.e. Jews of Lithuanian origin).
It is fairly clear that they are all Jews.  That is irrelevant to the
story, so perhaps Knight shouldn't have made it so, and very likely I
shouldn't have mentioned it, but it is so.

>And the "snatch of fantasy" is the whole point of the story.

I didn't say it wasn't.  Any rate, it drives the point home.

Joe Fineman
239 Clinton Road        
Brookline, MA 02146
(617) 731-9190
jcf@world.std.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 7 Mar 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 163

Today's Topics:

		Books - Henderson (7 msgs) & Kay (2 msgs) &
                        Kurtz (2 msgs) & Le Guin (2 msgs) &
                        Longyear (2 msgs) & Turtledove

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 14:33:38 GMT
From: REdgar@swri.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Zenna Henderson

Can anyone give me information on Zenna Henderson?  I believe she wrote SF
in the 50's and maybe 60's.

I recently read her short story "Ararat" which was the first story in her
"The People" series.  The People are alien refugees trying to blend in with
human culture in out of the way places.  The People have certain special
psychic abilities such as levitation and telepathy.  I enjoyed the book and
would like to read more about the People.

Thanks.

Reuben Edgar
REdgar@SwRI.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 17:55:36 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zenna Henderson

Almost all her stories were about "The People"; she wrote enough to fill
two shortish fixup novels (the second titled, I believe, _No Different
Flesh_).  I have read like two other stories of hers.  One was in
_Imagination_ or one of those second-stringers in the 50s, and it included
a short bio.  She lived in the New Mexico area all her life, was a
schoolteacher, had been married and gave hints of a bitter breakup.

I think the importance of the People stories were, not only that they were
well-written, but that they spoke to the condition of sf readers in the
50s.  We were a tiny minority, persecuted only by our parents (if we were
still under their care), otherwise ignored.  Or dismissed by our
contemporaries as "weirdos" if we happened to mention what we were
interested in. No wonder fen in that period wrote so many letters, pumped
out so many fanzines, got to conventions if they possibly could.  It was
the only way you could get to talk to people who had even _heard of_ what
you cared about.  Nowadays there's a regular "SciFi" page in _TV Guide_ and
Star Wars toys on every playground.  You kids don't know what it was like.
But I digress...

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 07:21:27 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zenna Henderson

She wrote four books that I know of (which may or may not be findable now):
The People: No Different Flesh and Pilgrimage, which are The People books,
and two other short-story collections: The Anything Box and Holding Wonder.
I read them all when I was young and haunting the East Cleveland Public
Library (and startling librarians by checking out stacks of books half as
tall as I was ... and bringing them all back the next week and doing it
again...) (sadly, the Library has gone somewhat downhill since then). I
have since found all four and bought them...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 07:22:25 GMT
From: lipton@dorsai.dorsai.org (Robert Bryan Lipton)
Newsgroups: rec.arts.sf.written
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zenna Henderson

Dorothy J Heydt (djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu) wrote:
>Almost all her stories were about "The People"; she wrote enough

Not true.  She wrote enough non-People stories to fill up a collection,
'The Anything Box.'  Similar tone.

Wasn't there a tv movie based on THE PEOPLE in the seventies?

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 10:09:25 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zenna Henderson

There are two collections:

Pilgrimmage: The book of the People
The People: No different flesh

There's also another edition which combines both of the above, one extra
People story, and a couple more tenuously related stories. Can't remember
the title though - probably something like "The Complete People
Collection".

Highly recommended.  Unfortunately, I don't think there'll be any more,
since I believe there was a note in the last collection saying she'd died.

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 12:34:08 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zenna Henderson

Yes, Zenna Henderson (a writer whose work I also have enjoyed) has been
dead for a number of years.  And I have heard (though I could be mistaken
on this) that due to some kind of legal tangle involving her estate and the
publication rights to her work, her books are out of print and likely to
remain so indefinitely.  Can anyone confirm or deny this?  Anyway, if this
is correct, you will need to haunt used book stores or SF con dealers rooms
in order to collect her books which include, to my knowledge, two
collections of "People" stories, PILGRIMAGE and NO DIFFERENT FLESH, and two
general short story collections, THE ANYTHING BOX and HOLDING WONDER.  I
haven't heard of that omnibus People collection, though that doesn't mean
it doesn't exist.

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 15:22:34 GMT
From: andwinkl@grumpy.cc.utexas.edu (A. L. Winkler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zenna Henderson

   In addition to the four compilations (Anything Box, Holding Wonder; The
People: No DIfferent Flesh, and Pilgrimage), there were a couple of People
short stories which appeared in F&SF in the late seventies/early eighties.
They may be contained in that omnibus edition.

   I, too, like Zenna Henderson's work.  Fifties SF with a very gentle
twist.  Some of her stories, particularly those in /The Anything Box/, are
real chillers.  "The Noise-Eater" gave me nightmares - kids' imaginations
ARE powerful.  The final story in that collection (whose name now I don't
recall, because unfortunately my copy of /Anything Box/ has gone walkabout)
was also rather sobering.

   Read, find, enjoy.

ALW

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 03:37:41 GMT
From: ghirarde@wam.umd.edu (Judith Ellen Ghirardelli)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Song For Arbonne question; mild spoilers

<fscem1@aurora.alaska.edu> wrote:
>I just finished Guy Gavriel Kay's _A Song For Arbonne_.  I'm restraining
>myself from waxing lyrical about how wonderful I thought it was, but I'm
>going slowly nuts trying to figure out the epilogue.  Extremely mild
>spoilers ahead:
>
>Okay.  WHO is the father of Lisseut's child?  I can't see it being Blaise
>or Bertran, and I can't make sense - or, for that matter, even *think* -
>of who else it might be.  Someone please tell me - or at least tell me who
>you think it is.
>
>And, incidentally, who's Blaise's second wife, do you suppose?  I sort of
>assumed Ariane, which makes me wonder what happened to her first
>husband...but that's not important right now. *grin* 	

I mailed the poster the below, but thought I would post it also for the
benefit of the net, and too see if anyone on the net agreed. So here is the
mail I sent the poster!

HI.  I just finished the book last night.  I am afraid I don't have any
answers for you - I had the same question.  I do wonder though, have you
read _Tigana_?  I much prefer it.  Anyhow, if so, let me know.  I think
that the epilogue was similar to the last line of Tigana, which I am not
about to tell you, in case you have not read it.  It is NOT a spoiler
though, to say that the last line has been interpreted by some of us on the
net as being a way to let the reader know that the story did not end with
the end of the book, that the story went on, and much to the reader's
dismay, the people continued on without the reader!  I think a similar
thing is being done with the epilogue. It seems almost as if it is hinted
at another book, like a sequel, but that is not the case.  It is just the
writer's way of telling us that Blaise, Bertran, Lisseut and all the rest
got past that day at the lake, lived and eventually died.  But not before
birthing children and marrying, etc..  The characters lived on, even though
the book tale that the writer told ended.

What do you think?  Had you read _Tigana_, this might make more sense to
you.  I actually did not buy it (this theory about _Tigana)_ the first time
I heard it, but on rereading, it made sense.

If you have not read _Tigana_ you should do that right now.  I think you
too will prefer it to A SOng for Arbonne.

I hope this helped!

Judy Ghirardelli
ghirarde@oraac.gsfc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 16:35:40 GMT
From: geyer@urania.iwr.uni-heidelberg.de (Helmut Geyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Song For Arbonne question; mild spoilers

Judith Ellen Ghirardelli (ghirarde@wam.umd.edu) wrote:
[question on A Song for Arbonne and an explanation I agree with deleted ]

>What do you think?  Had you read _Tigana_, this might make more sense to
>you.  I actually did not buy it (this theory about _Tigana)_ the first
>time I heard it, but on rereading, it made sense.

I don't think that reading Tigana will help you on this, only perhaps in
making this kind of style (having no real end where all threads are tied
up, but ending with a new beginning for all characters that remained) more
familiar.

I think that this was much better achieved in A Song for Arbonne than in
Tigana, so reading the second will not help much. Besides the great quality
of describing his characters, Kay accomplishes by this mean to add depth to
his stories. Without these lose threads in the end, his books would not
have the same quality to me (and in the moment he ranks first).

As to preferring Tigana to A Song for Arbonne, I cannot agree with you.
Both books are magnificent, but forced to compare these two, I would prefer
A Song for Arbonne. I think that Kay has improved his ability to describe
the things that really move his characters. While this was one of the most
important features of Tigana, it is much better developed in A Song for
Arbonne. This ability has increased step by step from his first work, a
trilogy (The Fionavar Tapestry) that is very readable but does not have the
quality and depth of his two latter books.  In any case reading both books
is a must IMHO, you will not find much stuff that is as good as these.

Helmut Geyer
geyer@kalliope.iwr.uni-heidelberg.de

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 04:46:05 GMT
From: elendil@mintir.new-orleans.la.us (Edward J. Branley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

I was at the mall earlier this evening and stopped in at the Waldenbooks,
where a friend works.  He said that TBP is in the Waldenbooks computer
inventory, expected in June.  If my memory serves me correctly, when KJY
was due out in hardcover, it arrived two weeks or so before the month
listed in their computer.  He also said that the book is definitely listed
as TBP, *not* _The Captive Kings_.

Edward J. Branley
elendil@mintir.new-orleans.la.us

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 18:10:27 GMT
From: jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Jon Brater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

I bought the paperback of KING JAVAN'S YEAR two weeks ago, and finished it
quickly.  Having caught up with the Deryni books, I figured now was the
time to come to alt.books.deryni.

The end of KING JAVAN'S YEAR is just as disheartening as the end of SAINT
CAMBER.  Why does Katherine Kurtz do this to me?  Javan didn't even get a
chance to have a duel arcane against Dimitri, which is what I was wanting.
After all, Dimitri never knew Javan & Co. were aware of him.  Javan also
didn't get a chance to accuse Dimitri publicly of being a Festillic agent.

Fortunately, my birthday is June 5, so I can ask my parents to buy me THE
BASTARD PRINCE.  My fond hope is that we will (per KING JAVAN'S YEAR, page
219) see the deaths of Dimitri, Vicar General Paulin, and Earl Manfred
McInnis of Culdi for playing such a pivotal role in King Javan's fall.
Since DERYNI RISING makes no mention of the Ordo Custodes Fidei (though
it's been years sinve I read DERYNI RISING), there is reason to believe
Paulin's Order will begin to fade as well, though Albertus as Earl Marshal
is still the best military commander Gwynedd has, and he will be needed
when Prince Marek of Festil makes his Torenthi-supported bid for the throne
of Gwynedd.

I also wondered why Earl Richard of Carthane, Murdoch's son, had a seat in
Council on the day of the palace coup when Prince Rhys Michael was
presiding.  Javan did confirm Richard as Earl, but he never said, "I name
Richard, Earl of Carthane, to my Council."  Far better to have kept
Murdoch's seat vacant, or filled it one of Javan's supporters.

Finally, Baron Etienne de Courcy may have escaped, and could make a
surprise appearance in Council sometime when King Rhys Michael needs his
support.  Earl Udaut is also fundamentally loyal, but must have been
controlled by Dimitri (the Custodes knight in Council) on the day of the
coup.  All we need is a member of the Camberian Council getting his hands
on Udaut to restore his loyalties to the Haldane King.

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 00:07:37 GMT
From: avif@ivy.wpi.edu (Avram Finkel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Orsinian Tales (possible spoliers)

*Spoiler Warning*

I've been reading Ursula K. Le Guin's book "Orsinian Tales".  According to
the back of the book, all the stories in it take place in a land called
'Orsinia'.  However, all of the stories I've read so far seem to take place
in Russia.  Is it me reading stuff into this that isn't really there, or am
I right?  Does anybody know?

Avi
avif@oak.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 22:00:02 GMT
From: IN36000@musicb.mcgill.ca (ARMSTRONG)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Left Hand of Darkness (Le Guin)

I'd like to hear from people on whom Ursula Le Guin's "Left Hand of
Darkness" (1968) made some impression.  Just curious as to what meditations
it gave rise to.  I also wonder if any fans recall if any artwork (amateur
or pro) inspired by the book has ever showed up in some publication.  (I've
never seen any, somewhat to my surprise, apart from two or three
uninteresting jackets on various editions of LHOD.  I think the book
provides rich material and fascinating problems for an artist.)

Susan
in36000@musicb.mcgill.ca

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 13:38:43 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Retrograde Reviews--Barry Longyear:City of Baraboo

Barry Longyear was the first author to win the SF Triple Crown - the Hugo
and the Nebula for his short story "Enemy Mine", and the John W. Campbell
award for best new writer.  (I believe William Gibson is the only one to do
it since, but I could be wrong.)

Among his other early short stories were his Circus World stories.  They've
been collected in two or three books that I know of; _City of Baraboo_ is
the first chronologically.

The circus in the book is much like circuses today, so it's educational
about what circuses are _really_ like.  The twist is that the circus
decides to leave Earth and tour other worlds, so it acquires, though
quasi-legal means, the ship of the title.  (Baraboo was apparently the name
of the city where the Barnum & Bailey circus started, or somesuch thing.)

The stories sometimes lack punch, but the last two make up for that.  The
alien race depicted in "Sweet Revenge" are quite interesting, as is how
they are outwitted at their own game.  And the final story is the first
without a happy ending, but it segues into the _Circus World_ itself...more
than that would be a spoiler.

I'd give it a 7.5/10, and someday I'll have to hunt down the other books in
the series.

Author:     Longyear, Barry B.
Title:      City of Baraboo
Publisher:  Berkley
City:       New York
Date:       July 1980
Order Info: ISBN 0-425-04940-X
Pages:      214 pp.
Series:     Circus World
Comments:   Paperback, US $2.25

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 21:45:53 GMT
From: ecl@mtgpfs2.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Retrograde Reviews--Barry Longyear:City of Baraboo

aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V) writes:
> Barry Longyear was the first author to win the SF Triple Crown - the Hugo
> and the Nebula for his short story "Enemy Mine", and the John W. Campbell
> award for best new writer.  (I believe William Gibson is the only one to
> do it since, but I could be wrong.)

I thought the Triple Crown was the Hugo Award, the Nebula Award, and the
Philip K. Dick Award (for best new paperback novel).  Gibson won these for
NEUROMANCER.

(I originally had a typo in my first line, referring to this as the "Tripe
Crown."  Was this a Freudian slip, one wonders?)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 05:32:44 GMT
From: paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Guns of the South in paperback

For those of you looking for Turtledove's _Guns of the South_ in paperback,
I just saw it... in the general fiction section!  It had "Fiction" and not
"Science Fiction" on the spine...

Samuel Paik
Digital Equipment Corporation
3D Device Support
paik@mlo.dec.com

------------------------------
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                      Morressy (3 msgs) & Morrow (2 msgs) &
                      Reichert (3 msgs) & Resnick (2 msgs) &
                      Strieber (4 msgs)
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Date: 4 Mar 94 04:47:35 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sime/Gen Universe

Has anyone else read and liked the books in the Sime/Gen universe?  They
were written by Jacqueline Lichtenberg, Jean Lorrah, and occasionally a
combination of the two.

Basically, the books are about a world in which humanity has split into two
groups: Simes, who need "selyn" to survive, and Gens, who produce selyn in
excess.  Problem is, the only way a Sime can get selyn from a Gen is to
kill him/her.

I started the series with _House of Zeor_.  Then I devoured _Unto Zeor,
Forever_ during a magnificent six day, six night stay in the Yale
infirmary.  I'm now looking for any other books in this series.  Anyone,
anyone, Bueller?  :-)

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 10:23:50 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sime/Gen Universe

drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer) writes:

>Has anyone else read and liked the books in the Sime/Gen universe?  They
>were written by Jacqueline Lichtenberg, Jean Lorrah, and occasionally a
>combination of the two.

Oh yes; unfortunately they stopped coming out (AFAIK) some time ago...

>I started the series with _House of Zeor_.  Then I devoured _Unto Zeor,
>Forever_ during a magnificent six day, six night stay in the Yale
>infirmary.  I'm now looking for any other books in this series.  Anyone,
>anyone, Bueller?  :-)

In chronological (not publishing) order:
First Channel (LL)
Channel's Destiny (LL)
House of Zeor (Li)
Zelerod's Doom (LL)
Ambrov Keon (Lo)
Unto Zeor, Forever (Li)
Mahogany Trinrose (Li)
RenSime (Li)

I'm not sure anymore of the exact order of the middle four (it's been a
while); there were at least two more planned, from a timeline I saw in one
of them, that never AFAIK materialized (Lorrah went on to her Savage Empire
novels, while Lichtenberg seems to have dropped off the face of the Earth).
There was a fanzine (info in one of the books) which I never got...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 20:48:56 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sime/Gen Universe

I've always had a little bit of an uncomfortable feeling that the 'Simes'
were a not-very-well disguised metaphor for 'males' in this series.

Aside from that reservation, I thought it was generally OK.  Even if it
wasn't hard SF - no "Nager field disruptor gernades" here.  [A hypothetical
weapon which would disorient or stun Simes by creating intense values of
the hypothetical Nager field, to which Gens were insensitive.  At the very
least, it would inhibit the use of their extra senses.]

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 04:45:03 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sime/Gen Universe

I thought the early ones were quite worthwhile, particularly _House of
Zeor_ and _Unto Zeor, Forever_.  The ones set very early in the development
of Sime/Gen cooperation (_First Channel_, _Channel's Destiny_) were fair,
but sometimes a little contrived in order to make the future history work
out (an occupational hazard of prequels).

The later books, however, piled so many psychic powers on the favored Sime
families that Gens and ordinary Simes seemed quite irrelevant - a kind of
power escalation that you often see late in series, and for me this
destroyed the interest.

Titles I know of in the series (authors are Lorrah, Lichtenberg or both,
but I don't know which are which):

House of Zeor        Unto Zeor, Forever
First Channel        Channel's Destiny
Mahogany Trinrose    Rensime
Ambrov Keon

The series was strongest when it focused on the basic dilemma of the Sime
dependency on the Gens - essentially the Sime are vampires who walk a very
delicate balance between killing to survive and dying themselves.  With
that removed, as it essentially is in the later books, most of the
emotional charge is gone.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 20:20:06 GMT
From: paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jacqueline Lichtenberg

On a different note, I just noticed that _Hero_ and the just printed
_Border Dispute_, by Daniel R. Kerns, are copyright Jacqueline Lichtenberg.

Is Kerns a pseudonym or is there some other relationship between them?  I
also noticed the "About the Author" blurb in _Hero_ has been edited to
remove any gender references in _Border Dispute_.

Samuel Paik
Digital Equipment Corporation
3D Device Support
paik@mlo.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 16:57:27 GMT
From: wspillma@moose.uvm.edu (William B. Spillman-Jr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THE LAST DANCER by Daniel Keys Moran

I just finished reading THE LAST DANCER by Daniel Keys Moran and I really
liked it.  My local Barnes&Noble superbookstore told me that the other
books he has written are not available and I should contact Bantum Books
directly.  Before I do that, I'd like to ask if anyone has read ARMAGEDDON
BLUES, EMERALD EYES or THE LONG RUN, were they any good and are they set in
the same universe as THE LAST DANCER.  I haven't come across a new (?) sf
writer that I've liked this much since Iain M. Banks.  Thanks in advance.

Bill Spillman
Physics Department
University of Vermont

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 19:52:41 GMT
From: frank@jts.jts.com (Frank Kim )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE LAST DANCER by Daniel Keys Moran

The Long Run is one of my favorite books, I thought it was better than the
Last Dancer.  I've been searching for years to get a copy of Emerald Eyes
(same storyline) but I haven't been able to find it.  I have heard that
Armageddon Blues is not as good, but I would buy it.

frank@jts.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 00:26:03 GMT
From: JEK133@psuvm.psu.edu (Josh Kaderlan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE LAST DANCER by Daniel Keys Moran

*The Long Run is certainly a more fun book than *The Last Dancer*.  Trent
has a style and chutzpah that Denice can't hope to match.  As for *The
Armageddon Blues*, it's quite different from anything in the *Emerald Eyes*
timeline.  It's a very good book, but it didn't have the same weight behind
the writing that EE, tLR and tLD had.  That's not a criticism, just a
comment.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 09:25:15 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE LAST DANCER by Daniel Keys Moran

Any book that says "D.K. Moran" on the spine is worth haunting used
bookstores for.  However, odds are they'll be hard to find, since most
folks who are even vaguely literate KEEP them rather than throwing them
away or selling them.
  
"ARMAGEDDON BLUES" takes place on a different time track than the EMERALD
EYES / LONG RUN / LAST DANCER line, but it's quite good.
 
(I picked up "ARMAGEDDON BLUES" because the cover painting was neat, and
the first pages read well.  I found I had a "first novel" in my hands that
read like Zelazny at his height, cross-pollinated with Heinlein and James
Joyce.  Read the dedications and you'll understand more....)
  
Moran is simply the best newcomer to appear in the last decade, and he's
got a chance to do stupendously good work, because he's not scared to
experiment, and he's not money-hungry enough to grind them out fast.  He's
willing to take TIME to do a good job, and the result is topnotch work.
 
By the way, if you can find "THE RING," a novelization he did of a movie
script, it's also worth looking for.  Unfortunately, since the movie didn't
get produced, it's only been in hardback, as far as I know.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 16:51:00 GMT
From: Publius@anon.penet.fi
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: Daniel Keys Moran

I have read both the Books Emerald Eyes and The Long Run.  Both are set in
the same universe as The Last Dancer.  Emerald Eyes is the Begining of the
Continuing Time series.  The Long Run is excellent and includes Trent as
the main character.  I recommend both they are both great books.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 16:15:34 GMT
From: d91-mwe@nada.kth.se
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Morressy

Does anybody out there know anything about Morressy?  I would very much
like to know what he has written...

Malin C. Westlie
Royal Institute of Technology
Stockholm, Sweden    
d91-mwe@nada.kth.se

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 00:13:22 GMT
From: pat@cooky.demon.co.uk (Pat McMurray)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Morressy

I have quickly referred to The Encyclopedia Of Sf, Clute & Nicholls 2nd ed,
I am not going to retype it all but the gist is that John Morressy is a US
author, still alive, who has written some 15 books. The early ones form
part of a space opera described as tending 'to the dark and extravagant end
of the sf-epic spectrum'. His later work in the 80s is mainly fantasy,
mostly Kerdigern, a wizard whom you may remeber from F&SF. I have enjoyed
everything of his I've read and have read perhaps half his ouvre.
Recommended.

Pat McMurray

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 05:41:13 GMT
From: jimpt@tekig6.pen.tek.com (James R Peterson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Morressy

I have nine books by John Morressy.  The most recent one was published in
1990. I have not seen any since then.  Most (all?) of his books seem to be
out of print, I bought them used at the Powells bookstore in Portland OR.
My favorite books from him are the five book Kedrigern series, 'A Voice for
Princess', 'The Questing of Kedrigern', Kedrigern in Wanderland',
'Kedrigern And The Charming Couple', and 'A Remembrance For Kedrigern'.

Jim Peterson

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 19:42:37 GMT
From: grey@bnr.ca (Bryan Miller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: James Morrow fan at large

I'm a big fan of James Morrow's books and I'm on for more information (hey,
I'm a fan, I'm not well informed)

I'm trying to complete my collection, but while I've read copies of The
Wine of Violence and The Continent of Lies, I've been unable to order
copies from their publishers (Holt, Rinehart and Winston, and Baen
respectively) scoured local used bookstores, and failed on 3 book searches.
I can't believe they're *that* tough to find. Any leads?

My (comprehensive?) list of Morrow's publications is:
The Wine of Violence
The Continent of Lies
This Is The Way The World Ends
Only Begotten Daughter
Swatting At The Cosmos
Nebula Awards 27? Edited by Morrow

I believe he was working on a new book (Jerimiah? something like that)
which was to be finished sometime this year. Is this finished?

In addition, if anyone knows an address where the author can be reached (I
failed twice through the publisher) I'd appreciate it.

Thanks for any info you can provide. Even a bit of discussion generated
about him would be nice since, as I say, I'm sadly ill-informed. I'm bound
to learn something...

grey@bnr.ca

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 19:52:51 GMT
From: grey@bnr.ca (Bryan Miller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James Morrow - fan at large

I wrote:

>My (comprehensive?) list of Morrow's publications is:
>The Wine of Violence
>The Continent of Lies
>This Is The Way The World Ends
>Only Begotten Daughter
>Swatting At The Cosmos
>Nebula Awards 27? Edited by Morrow

Before anyone beats me to it, I forgot his novella The City of Truth.
Argh, I hate following up my own post...

grey@bnr.ca

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 13:21:19 GMT
From: bell@rock.enet.dec.com (Shane L. Bell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mickey Zucker Reichert

millerbe@bohr.physics.purdue.edu writes:
>I recently read the "Last Of The Renshai" trilogy by Mickey Zucker
>Reichert.  I really enjoyed these novels, especially the last two "The
>Western Wizard" and "Child Of Thunder."
>
>Can anyone tell me what else the author has written?  Is it any good?

   Her first series was the Bifrost Guardians of five books
   I've tried to list them from memory but it's been a while. If nobody
posts them send me email and I'll list them all.

   Godslayer
   Shadow Climber
   DragonRank Master
   By Chaos Cursed
	
   Recently she released the following story:

   The Legend of Nightfall

   I've enjoyed them all.  Nothing earth-shattering but good reads.  Let me
caution you though that I felt her worst two books where "The Western
Wizard" and "Child Of Thunder."  I enjoyed the first book in that series
but not really the last two.

Shane L. Bell
bell@rock.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 16:43:54 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mickey Zucker Reichert

bell@rock.enet.dec.com (Shane L. Bell) writes:
>millerbe@bohr.physics.purdue.edu writes:
>>I recently read the "Last Of The Renshai" trilogy by Mickey Zucker
>>Reichert.  I really enjoyed these novels, especially the last two "The
>>Western Wizard" and "Child Of Thunder."
>
>>Can anyone tell me what else the author has written?  Is it any good?
>
>Her first series was the Bifrost Guardians of five books

Her? Thought she was a "him"...

>I've tried to list them from memory but it's been a while. If nobody posts
>them send me email and I'll list them all.
>
>   Godslayer
>   Shadow Climber
>   DragonRank Master
>   By Chaos Cursed

In order: Dragonrank Master, Shadow Climber, Shadow's Realm, Godslayer, By
Chaos Cursed.
	
David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 20:08:56 GMT
From: bell@rock.enet.dec.com (Shane L. Bell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mickey Zucker Reichert

dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney) writes:
>Her? Thought she was a "him"...

Possibly I could be wrong.  I thought I'd seen the author referred to as a
she but I could have been mistaken.

>In order: Dragonrank Master, Shadow Climber, Shadow's Realm, Godslayer, By
>Chaos Cursed.

BZZZT!  Sorry but you're wrong here.  I'd forgotten the name of Shadow's
Realm but Godslayer definitely came first.  I think Dragonrank Master comes
after Shadow's Realm but that might be backwards.

Shane L. Bell
bell@rock.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 20:42:15 GMT
From: dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu (David Empey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mike Resnick =? Michael D. Resnick

Anybody know if Mike Resnick is the same author as the Michael D. Resnick
who wrote a couple of Edgar Rice Burroughs imitations back in the late
'60s/early '70s called, umm, _Goddess of Ganymede_ and I forget what?  Oh,
yes, _Pursuit on Ganymede_.

And while I'm on the topic, can anyone recommend any good imitation
Barsoom?  Maybe this makes me fit to read only Piers Anthony, but I enjoy
this kind of story.  Burroughs' Barsoom, Carter's Callisto, Akers' Kregen
(that's really Kenneth Bulmer, isn't it?), Resnick's Ganymede ... are there
any more?  (Of course there are.  Are any of them any good?)

Dave Empey

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 12:31:35 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mike Resnick =? Michael D. Resnick

dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu (David Empey) writes:
>Anybody know if Mike Resnick is the same author as the Michael D. Resnick
>who wrote a couple of Edgar Rice Burroughs imitations back in the late
>'60s/early '70s called, umm, _Goddess of Ganymede_ and i forget what?  Oh,
>yes, _Pursuit on Ganymede_.

Almost certainly.  Mike Resnick the author is the same person as the Mike
Resnick who, in the 1960s, was very active in ERB fandom.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 17:38:20 GMT
From: ronald@spartan.ac.brocku.ca (Ronald Snelgrove)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Warday & Nature's End

I just came across short descriptions of these two titles in the back of
another book that I am presently reading.  Could anybody recommend/not
recommend these?

Ronald Snelgrove
Physics Department
Brock University
St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 20:31:32 GMT
From: akomins@ellis.uchicago.edu (arin komins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Warday & Nature's End

I quite enjoyed Warday and Nature's End.  Both presented views of what
would happen to real sf writers (Strieber and Kunetka) when WW 3 came
along.

Absolutely fascinating to see how an sf writer would react in such a
situation.

Arin
akomins@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 21:19:22 GMT
From: ronald@spartan.ac.brocku.ca (Ronald Snelgrove)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Warday & Nature's End

I guess that I should be a bit more specific that my previous post (that's
what I get for doing things in a hurry).  I was referring to 'Warday' and
'Nature's End' by Whitley Strieber and James Kunetka.

Ronald Snelgrove
Physics Department
Brock University
St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 16:16:24 GMT
From: mo@orange.cc.utexas.edu (mo_yain tham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: warday and nature's end

In reference to the books Warday and Nature'd End, they are both written by
Whitley Strieber in collaboration with someone else...Strieber is good
generally, and though I haven't yet read either book (they are in my stack
of to be reads), someone close to me has read Nature's End and found it to
be very well written and very thought provoking.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		     Television - Babylon 5 (12 msgs)
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Date: 3 Mar 94 17:12:02 GMT
From: woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5: Derivative?

OK, I just saw "Mind War" and all I could think of during the episode was
how similar it was to the Star Trek:TNG episode (I don't remember the
title) where the Enterprise rescues this guy who has amnesia. Doctor
Crusher falls in love with this guy who has amazing healing/psychic powers.
The guy, it turns out, is evolving into the next phase of his species
evolution and just needs the Enterprise folks to protect him until he is
finished. The guy turns into a glowing energy being and floats off into
space. Sound familiar?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 17:33:58 GMT
From: jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com (Joel Finkle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5: Mind War

Babylon 5 continues to be an extremely enjoyable science fiction series
with characters that have depth but speak woodenly, aliens with their own
hidden agendas that are still too human, and nice use of science fiction
concepts with serious science flubs.

Mind War is a case in point.  I had a great time watching that episode, but
all I want to do is gripe about it!

We finally found someone who speaks more woodenly than Sinclair and
Ivanova: Walter Koenig's assistant.  Am-I-ma-king-my-point-clear-for-you?

The alien races are getting more complex in their motivations.  G'Kar
initially came off as the one to hate: basic human reptile-phobia, big,
nasty, foul-tempered, but he seems to be the most interested in positive
human relations.

Londo seemed harmless and comic, but there's something rotten on Centauri.
He looked like the ally, but is seeming worthless.

Delenn is the obvious mystery.  The physical portrayal is spiritual,
angelic (maybe), but the Minbari are definitely up to something.  Can
someone summarize for me the stuff from the pilot about the Minbari war,
and what happened to Sinclair then?  I'm a little hazy on it.

My only gripe with the aliens is that while they spend a lot of time and
effort on facial makeup, two things that are *very* human are not changed:
Hands and teeth (Are Londo's bad teeth the actor's?).  Claws on G'Kar, a
change in the tooth line (maybe a solid ridge?) on Delenn would make them
much more alien.  I know that it makes acting more difficult (re:Quark's
lisp on DS9), but it would add a lot.  Well, there's hope.  Go back and
look at 1st season Worf, the wimp Klingon.

While B5 has been consistent in its use of technology and SF concepts,
little details still grate on me.  Why does Sakai's ship computer speak
worse than my Mac?  What spins most of B5 while preventing the other parts
from counter-rotating?  Why are there always ships moving sideways in the
approach shots?

For answers to these questions... stay tuned to the next episode of...

Joel Finkle
Searle R&D
jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 18:24:12 GMT
From: msesma@eis.calstate.edu (Mary A Sesma)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "MIND WAR": Synopsis

Did anyone else notice what I thought I saw at the end of B5:

   After Cmdr. Sinclair lays down the law on what story that Koenig's
character will give to the Earth alliance, (I think) he says "Be seeing
you" with the flashed o.k. Sign (i.e. VillageSpeak). If i was only
hallucinating it, please reply and tell me so!

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 20:54:51 GMT
From: pete@plutonium.cchem.berkeley.edu (Pete Goodeve)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Well I'll be darned...!

I've been watching B5 steadily since the beginning, and just as regularly
been severely underwhelmed.  I've been patiently waiting to see some
*Science Fiction*, rather than `mystery' plots that could be done just as
well on a cop show, or Marvel comic level monsters.

Finally, with `Mind War' we actually got some Concepts!  A bit timeworn,
maybe - "Where No Psi-Man has Gone Before..."? (:-)) but, quite well
executed nevertheless.  And some more intriguing foreshadowing of things to
come...

The other day I was in the local SF store, talking about the show, and
somebody mentioned that what they enjoyed most was counting the other shows
that B5 ..uh... borrowed from.  Certainly this episode continued that
honourable tradition.  Let's see: ST-TOS, `2001', even `The Prisoner'!
[Y'all caught that, I hope...? (:-)]

Still the main flaw in the show, as far as I'm concerned, is the general
woodenness.  I've come to the strong conclusion that this is not the
actors' fault: it is simply impossible to deliver those lines believably as
written.  There's been a regrettable tendency to trade speeches, rather
than have a conversation.  One that particularly bugged me (though other
people seem to have reacted the other way) was a couple of weeks ago when
Garibaldi ticked off Sinclair for taking so many chances: two long
uninterrupted declamations, full of grand prose.  Fine in Shakespeare, but
not the way real people interact.  In every show, there are stretches where
I find myself seeing the script, rather than hearing people talking.

Anyhow, this week was enough to keep me watching for a while.  For a while.

Pete

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 04:43:28 GMT
From: hildebra@math.wisc.edu (Jeff Hildebrand)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 CRITICAL COMMENTS: "Parliament of Dreams"

David Mears <mears@cup.hp.com> wrote:
>Even allowing for followup after the introductions, I think it would have
>made MUCH more sense (in the context of the station) to explain things at
>the beginning.

   Hmm, actually I think you're selling the other races a little short.
They are not newcomers to humanity, they have had a little bit of time to
figure out some things about us. Given the people involved are ambassadors
I would expect that they in particular would be fairly familiar with the
variety of religious thought on Earth.

   Furthermore, on a story level, I think it was handled well this way. We
know what's going on and to have it explained in explicit terms would have
been (to me at least) quite annoying. I prefer the idea that the
explanations came afterwards.

Jeff Hildebrand
hildebra@math.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 04:57:51 GMT
From: anthony@csd4.csd.uwm.edu (Anthony J Stieber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "MIND WAR": Review

bayern@isis.cshl.org (Shawn Bayern) writes:
>G'Kar really knows about Sigma-957.  How would G'Kar be sure that whatever
>was in Sigma-957 wouldn't attack the Narn rescue vessel while also being
>fairly sure that it would attack Sakai.  

He didn't know, which is why he requested a well armed heavy fighter.
Whoever dispatched the fighters didn't know either, and apparently sent two
fighters instead of the only one fighter that G'Kar requested.  It could be
that Sigma 957 phenomenon has a reputation in the Narn Regime for eating
even well armed spacecraft and so two went, instead of one.

So, will Sakai be an eye witness featured on "In Search of the Sigma
Monster"?  (Hosted by Leonard Nimoy of course :).

Anthony Stieber
anthony@csd4.csd.uwm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 05:41:42 GMT
From: psrc@pegasus.att.com (Paul S R Chisholm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5:  impressions after the first six episodes (no sp**lers)

What I've noticed in common.

Mr. Straczynski has said the first six episodes sort of stand on their own;
this is the place to get your bearings before the arc really begins.  I
guess that's a good place to take stock.

straczynski@genie.geis.com (J. Michael Straczynski) writes:
>Here's the interesting thing...as of right now, and the way the reactions
>seem to be shaping up, the results of the B5 poll coincide EXACTLY with my
>own ranking of the shows to date.  I said some time ago that my favorite
>episodes, from top to bottom, were Mind War, Parliament (nominally in a
>tie, but with MW often above it), Soul, Midnight, Purple and Infection.

(Immiment death of the net predicted if *everybody* posts an their order of
preferences as I'm about to, but...)

My ordering would be: Parliament, Purple, Soul, Midnight, Mind War,
Infection.  Not too different, I suppose, except for "Mind War".

"The Parliament of Dreams": Most complicated situations Sinclair and G'Kar
have been in; the story completely filled the forty-odd minutes of air
time.  (I'm sorry Kosh's line was cut, but if you have so much material in
an episode that there's no fat left to trim, that's a good sign!)

"Born to the Purple": Maybe I just like light better than heavy, or maybe
B5 does it better.  ("Heavy" in B5 slips off in the direction of
melodramatic sometimes, IMHO.)

"Soul Hunter": A nice adventure; not radically innovative, but not
something we've ever quite seen before elsewhere.

"Midnight on the Firing Line":  Similarly.

"Mind War": Mostly stuff we've seen before elsewhere, and not as much of it
as could fit in an hour.

"Infection":  Similarly.

There are definitely some things I've noticed about all six episodes.

One is a lesson that Harlan Ellison wrote about writing.  He gave a script
to someone he trusted.  Said trustworthy person picked it up, rifled
through it for a second (flip-p-p-p-p-pp), handed it back and said, "It
stinks."  Mr. Ellison was (*ahem*) not convinced anyone could tell anything
from it so quickly.  The reply was, "Here's what a bad script looks like,
and here's what a good one looks like:"

               --                              --
        ----------------                ----------------
        ----------------
        ----------------                       --
        ----------------                ----------------
        ----------------                ----------------
        ----------------
                                               --
               --                       ----------------
        ----------------
        ----------------                       --
        ----------------                ----------------
        ----------------                ----------------

The one on the left is a series of speeches.  The one on the right is
people talking.  Speeches are't inherently bad, and staccato dialog isn't
inherently good, sure.  But having too much like the stuff on the left
is... well, too much.

Look at the discussion between Sinclair and Garibaldi at the end of (I
think) "Infection".  I really liked the sense of what was going on here.  I
didn't like the presentation as an exchange of lectures.

A lot of the dialog goes on for longer than it has to.  Take Bester's
comment: "Anatomically impossible, Mr. Garibaldi, but you're welcome to
try."  Bam.  Great line.  (Fit into the scene really nicely, too.)  But
that's not all there was to it in "Mind War":

                                BESTER
                Anatomically impossible, Mr. Garibaldi,
                but you're welcome to try.
                                (a beat)
                Any time.
                                (a beat)
                Any place.

The addition is supposed to heighten the threat.  In my opinion, it just
diluted it.  Between the actor and the audience, everybody got the impact
of what was going on from the first sentence.

To go from the very general to the very specific: There's one idiom that
gets used 'way too often in B5.  People repeat their last line.  People
repeat their last line.

(Maybe a digression, maybe not: Did you see CALVIN AND HOBBES the other
Sunday?  The one that showed the violent comic book?  There's a frame that
shows a football-sized hole being blown through the hero's abdomen, with
three word balloons.  First ballon: "I felt my spine being ripped out of my
body."  Second ballon: "It hurt."  Third baloon: "A lot."  It was a
*beautiful* parody of Chris Claremont's work in X-MEN and elsewhere back in
the 1970s.  Any resemblance to Bester's dialog from "Mind Wars" is
uncomfortable.)

Sometimes there's too much going on to allow that.  That's one of the
things I liked best about "Parliament".

My ass still hasn't been kicked yet.  ("Parliament" came close, to my mind
beating out almost all episodes of any generation of STAR TREK.)  The sheer
ambition of BABYLON 5 shines through any rough spots.  I hope it shines
through better and better as the series goes on.

Paul S. R. Chisholm
AT&T Bell Laboratories
psrc@pegasus.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 07:46:49 GMT
From: nealu@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu (Neal Ulen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "MIND WAR": Synopsis

Mary A Sesma (msesma@eis.calstate.edu) wrote:

>Did anyone else notice what I thought I saw at the end of B5:
>After Cmdr. Sinclair lays down the law on what story that Koenig's
>character will give to the Earth alliance, (I think) he says "Be seeing
>you" with the flashed o.k. Sign (i.e. VillageSpeak). If I was only
>hallucinating it, please reply and tell me so!

Nope, you weren't seeing things.  What reference it had...I know not.
Perhaps someone on the cast/crew/production etc. has a thing for "The
Prisoner" series.

Neal E. Ulen
Center for Applied Thermodynamic Studies
College of Engineering                  
University of Idaho                     
Moscow, Idaho 83843 USA                  
nealu@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 16:34:53 GMT
From: eyeballk@orion.login.qc.ca (The Eyeball Kid)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Well I'll be darned...!

pete@plutonium.CChem.Berkeley.EDU (Pete Goodeve) writes:
> Still the main flaw in the show, as far as I'm concerned, is the general
> woodenness.  I've come to the strong conclusion that this is not the
> actors' fault: it is simply impossible to deliver those lines believably
> as written.  There's been a regrettable tendency to trade speeches,
> rather than have a conversation.  One that particularly bugged me (though
> other people seem to have reacted the other way) was a couple of weeks
> ago when Garibaldi ticked off Sinclair for taking so many chances: two
> long uninterrupted declamations, full of grand prose.  Fine in
> Shakespeare, but not the way real people interact.  In every show, there
> are stretches where I find myself seeing the script, rather than hearing
> people talking.

Yes, you're right. The show's biggest problem is not the acting (although
Sinclair is pretty bad) but the writing. JMS has spent too much time on
exposition based dialogue - Murder She Wrote, where everyone says things
for the audience's benefit: You mean that all the time we were standing
here [plug in evil villain] was outside the ship doing [name dastardly act]
with the [name bogus technological device of the week].

Next character: A [bogus technological device]?!!! How does that work
anyway?

First character explains...

Having worked on the fringes of the industry for a while, I can tell you
most actors are not BAD, they're just "average". And to make matters worse,
they spend most of their time "saving" material. They can't go anywhere
with it, so they do their best to say the lines without looking stupid. And
it ususally doesn't work.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 17:37:11 GMT
From: mcfar@netcom.com (Lincoln Randall McFarland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5: Mind War

Joel Finkle writes:
>Delenn is the obvious mystery.  The physical portrayal is spiritual,
>angelic (maybe), but the Minbari are definitely up to something.  Can
>someone summarize for me the stuff from the pilot about the Minbari war,
>and what happened to Sinclair then?  I'm a little hazy on it.

So is Sinclair.  That is the point.  All we know is during the desperate
last battle (the line) he was in a crippled ship making a suicide attack on
a Minbari ship and has no memory of the next 24 hours (there is a hole in
your mind) after which the Minbari surrendered!  Most curious.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 18:55:45 GMT
From: IO21173@maine.maine.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Mind War FX"

If anyone hasn't seen this episode yet, don't read this article; I'm giving
away the ending.

I loved the computer graphic FX, though I do have one complaint.  At the
very end, when Jason Ironheart transforms into God (basically), they're
cutting back and forth between the exterior shot of the ship/transformation
and our characters in the observation dome.  I felt this was a bit cheesy,
because you know it's edited together.  The sequence was great, but it
would have helped if you had at least one shot looking over Talia and
Sinclair's shoulders, out the window.  It would have added to the reality
of the shot.

Mike Gallagher

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 19:02:27 GMT
From: IO21173@maine.maine.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "MIND WAR": Synopsis

msesma@eis.calstate.edu (Mary A Sesma) writes:
> Did anyone else notice what I thought I saw at the end of B5:
> After Cmdr. Sinclair lays down the law on what story that Koenig's
> character will give to the Earth alliance, (I think) he says "Be seeing
> you" with the flashed o.k. Sign (i.e. VillageSpeak). If I was only
> hallucinating it, please reply and tell me so!

I also enjoyed it.  Question: was it just an SF in-joke, or does it have
implications for the storyline, considering what was said about psi-corp
becoming/being the power behind the throne?  (Which was brought up in the
dialogue right after Koenig's "Be seeing you ... ")

Mike Gallagher

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Television - Babylon 5 (5 msgs) & Star Trek (3 msgs) &
                       Alien Nation & The Prisoner (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 20:53:39 GMT
From: clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "MIND WAR": Review

bayern@isis.cshl.org (Shawn Bayern) writes:
> Spoilers for "Mind War."
>
> I didn't like G'Kar's repetition of the line that "Nobody is what he
> appears."  Even the first time, it was stating the obvious (though, as a
> friend of mine points out, not every viewer of B5 knows of its five year
> story arc or of the inherent mysteries of the characters).  Nonetheless,
> there was one part of what G'Kar said that focused my attention - he
> listed people who were not what they seem, and among that list, he
> included Sinclair.  I wonder if this is not something we've overlooked;
> while we've thought endlessly about the things that Sinclair =doesn't=
> know, I wonder if he =does= know more than we think he knows.  Up until
> now, I've generally assumed that we (the viewers) and Sinclair know just
> about as much concerning the story arc, so to speak.  This is an
> unwarranted assumption, however.

I think it was a necessary sub-plot.  G'kar, despite "Parliament of Dreams"
was running the risk of becoming the "token" bad guy, at least to those who
weren't/aren't privy to some of JMS' hints.  Therefore it was necessary to
show that G'kar is not just a 2D villain.  From G'kar's point of view, a
lot of what he does, which may seen dishonest to us, is quite patriotic.

> I have a more serious "nitpick" with something that Bester said at the
> end of the episode: "My superiors will believe none of this."  We've just
> been shown that telepaths can scan people's deepest thoughts to determine
> if they are telling the truth or not.  I understand that Bester would not
> want them to know what really happened because he had endangered the
> station and because his actions led indirectly to Kelsey's death.  But
> isn't there still a good possibility that his superiors might still scan
> him, considering Ironheart's importance and also considering that a
> high-ranking Psi-Cop was killed?  Then again, I've learned never to
> second guess B5, so who knows what the future holds for Bester?

Hmmm...an interesting question indeed.

clark@daffy.csee.usf.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 00:14:01 GMT
From: mears@cup.hp.com (David Mears)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "MIND WAR": Synopsis

IO21173@MAINE.MAINE.EDU wrote:
> pete@plutonium.CChem.Berkeley.EDU (Pete Goodeve) says:
>>msesma@eis.calstate.edu (Mary A Sesma) writes:
>
>>After Cmdr. Sinclair lays down the law on what story that Koenig's
>>character will give to the Earth alliance, (I think) the he says "Be
>>seeing you" with the flashed o.k. Sign (i.e. VillageSpeak). If I was only
>>hallucinating it, please reply and tell me so!
>
> I also enjoyed it.  Question: was it just an SF in-joke, or does it have
> implications for the storyline, considering what was said about psi-corp
> becoming/being the power behind the throne?  (Which was brought up in the
> dialogue right after Koenig's "Be seeing you ... ")

OK, for those of us who are ignorant of what VillageSpeak is, or where it
comes from (I think someone mentioned The Prisoner?), could someone fill us
in on what its ignificance might be to the B5 arc?

David B. Mears
Hewlett-Packard
Cupertino CA
mears@cup.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 04:26:22 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5: Derivative?

>OK, I just saw "Mind War" and all I could think of during the episode was
>how similar it was to the Star Trek:TNG episode (I don't remember the
>title) where the Enterprise rescues this guy who has amnesia. Doctor
>Crusher falls in love with this guy who has amazing healing/psychic
>powers. The guy, it turns out, is evolving into the next phase of his
>species evolution and just needs the Enterprise folks to protect him until
>he is finished. The guy turns into a glowing energy being and floats off
>into space. Sound familiar?

   There are some similarities, but there is a marked difference: In the
TNG episode, the guy evolving was going to be the first of many and there
were about 20 other things going on in the B5 episode as well.  I liked
Mind War.  The acting could have been better though.  I could go into
considerable detail on how different the B5 and Trek episodes were if you
like.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 07:06:19 GMT
From: Jeric@cup.portal.com (J Eric Chard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "MIND WAR": Review

Shawn Bayern writes:
>Even if not, G'Kar must either know more about whatever is in Sigma-957 or
>have a certain type of understanding with it.)

Must?  Back that up, please.  There's no reason (currently) for us not to
take G'Kar at his word.  Besides the usual.

>Walter Koenig and the rest of the actors of telepathic characters were
>excellent in this episode - they were very convincing in making it appear
>as if they were communicating with thoughts.  It wasn't overdone or
>silly, an obstacle to avoid when acting a telepathic character.

I could have done without the mystic hand gestures of the mind scanning.
Personally, if I was directing (and I'm open to offers, JMS) I'd have had
the two Psi-cops stand perfectly still and had Talia do a lot more
writhing, with spontaneous *inappropriate* emotions fleeting across her
face.  After all, they are rummaging around in her mind and memories -
couldn't they trigger happiness, love, wonder, as well as all the
unpleasant stuff.

>In fact, the rest of the acting was great as well.  Andrea Thompson
>conveyed precisely the right amount of emotion for Winters, I thought.

Could have been more physical.  Is TP love *that* cerebral?

>I thought that Ivanova was particularly realistic in her anger at the
>Psi-Cops.  Her argument (about juggling babies) seemed so spontaneous and
>certainly not well-thought-out that it appeared tremendously realistic.  I
>feel we get into the habit of expecting television characters to always
>speak perfectly and use well preplanned arguments, but, in fact, real
>people don't always talk like that, and I felt Ivanova conveyed this fact
>nicely in "Mind War."

Indeed.  The outrage the station personnel had at the Psi-cops
high-handedness was wonderfully real.

I also liked Bester's puzzlement: You know you have to do this, why are you
kicking up a fuss?

>One aspect of Babylon 5 that I'm increasingly enjoying is its lack of
>predictability, both in terms of the story arc and in terms of individual
>episodes.  I didn't know how "Mind War" was going to end until it actually
>ended.

What *I* loved was the sense of wonder G'Kar's speech at the end conveyed!
{Take THAT, Spielberg!} The final edit cut back to the ant was GREAT!!!!

Nice job on the editing, and the CG for the Mystery Ship (?).

( As Vernor Vinge once stated, thru a character reminiscing about the good
ol', low-tech days: "Remember spaceships?")

>After the commercial, we see Sinclair, alone, walking toward Garibaldi.
>Did he tell Bester and Kelsey, "You stay here while I go and contact
>security," and expect the Psi-Cops to obediently sit there?  [Of course,
>there are many ways of explaining this, but it would have been better if
>it were explained in the episode.]

IF you WANT to be led by the hand thru the episode.

Jeric@cup.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 07:06:53 GMT
From: Jeric@cup.portal.com (J Eric Chard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5: Mind War

Joel Finkle writes
>My only gripe with the aliens is that while they spend a lot of time and
>effort on facial makeup, two things that are *very* human are not changed:
>Hands and teeth (Are Londo's bad teeth the actor's?).

Unless there's been some continuity lapse, Londo has some significant
canine developement that is pretty rare in humans.

>Claws on G'Kar, a change in the tooth line (maybe a solid ridge?) on
>Delenn would make them much more alien.  I know that it makes acting more
>difficult (re:Quark's lisp on DS9),

I'm with you, Joel: But I'd REALLY hate to lose the wonderful elocution
with which Katsolusas (whatever)(G'Kar) currently graces our speakers.

>but it would add a lot.  Well, there's hope.  Go back and look at 1st
>season Worf, the wimp Klingon.

Explain, please?

>While B5 has been consistent in its use of technology and SF concepts,
>little details still grate on me.  Why does Sakai's ship computer speak
>worse than my Mac?

With you on that.  Even my ancient Amiga 1000 spoke FASTER than the B5
computers, if not with as much understandability.  I suspect patent suits
in the EA have kept the REALLY good stuff off the market.

>What spins most of B5 while preventing the other parts from
>counter-rotating?

Well, you tell me.  It's obviously important that some parts not spin -
what concievable mechanism could do it?

We assume some type of efficient bearing (magnetic perhaps) that absolutely
minimizes friction between the spin/nonspin parts.  Then perhaps gyros to
hold it in place?

It's a given.  Why worry about it?

>Why are there always ships moving sideways in the approach shots?

I always assumed they were either A) lining up for a burn, or B) just an
artifact of "camera" movement, or C) both.  Why wouldn't they fly sideways?

Jeric@cup.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 22:39:45 GMT
From: x93jzd@essex.stfx.ca (The Privateer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #128

I would like to add a question to the pile regarding the addition of new
characters to the TNG crew in preparation for the next series.  I have read
in a Star Trek magazine that STARFLEET has numerous other branches of
service.  I have even seen the insignia for these branches in the for of
label pins. I would like to know if they have ever been used in the series?
I know the red uniforms are for command personnel, the yellow for
engineering, and the blue for medical, but what about "colonial operations"
branch, or the "starfleet merchant marine"?  I would like to know a bit
more about these branches of service if anyone can tell me.

Thanks.

Ken Barker
X93jzd@essex.stfx.ca

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 23:25:00 GMT
From: eric_troup@fullcoll.edu (Eric Troup)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG

Paula J. Vitaris writes:
> AMEN to EVERYTHING you said re the issue of command in Star Fleet.
>
> My husband was in the military and I worked for the military (as a
> civilian) and I laugh at the way the military is depicted in ST, much as
> I do love the show.

Gene Roddenberry repeatedly stated Starlfleet is NOT A MILITARY
ORGANIZATION.  Therefore, ST has no obligation to remain faithful to our
own military if it doesn't suit their needs.  Starfleet is an explorational
organization which has weaponry for defensive purposes, NOT A MILITARY
ORGANIZATION.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 15:04:01 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG, What next? Ki

If it walks like a duck and it quacks like a duck, it's a duck.  Starfleet
has an academy, uniforms, commissioned ships, a ranking structure, weapons,
etc.. It's the military all right, no matter what Gene Roddenberry, the
Great Bird himself, said.  And all that begs the question anyway.  There is
just no way Troi could pass a little test and become part of the bridge
staff.  It's ridiculous.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 00:25:23 GMT
From: aliskye@netcom.com (Laura F. Jenkins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: FOX TV thank you for X-FI

Deborah Brown <debbrown@delphi.com> writes:
>Wasn't Barry Diller (now of QVC - how appropriate?) responsible for Alien
>Nation's cancellation?  The X Files is the first Fox show I"ve watched
>since AN's axing and IMHO, makes up for it in spades.
>
>In fact, Fox's renewal order for The X Files has earned them my
>forgiveness for their treatment of Alien Nation (I think there is a
>different crew running the place nowadays too).

Fox is doing an Alien Nation television movie if that makes you feel any
better.  It starts shooting next weekish (3/7) by the same writers and
producer.  Haven't a clue though, when it's due to air.

Laura F. Jenkins
Los Angeles, CA
aliskye@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 21:24:15 GMT
From: wrr3118@h2o.portal.com (Rick Russell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Okay, I give up [Prisoner]

STEFAN M. THIEME <smt0@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu> wrote:
>Having watched the end of the Prisoner on the SF channel for the
>umphteenth sign, I just have to know...what does it mean? 

I concur with this confusion. Surely some modern liberal arts type has
taken apart the final 2 episodes frame-by-frame? It would make a heck of a
paper!

I have to say that to some extent I was disappointed with the later
episodes of The Prisoner. The "Wild West" episode, the mind transfer
episode, the bedtime story etc. just didn't do it for me. To some extent,
all of these episodes could be classified as an "ego trip" on the part of
the writers.

I was also disappointed (but not really surprised) that we never found out
Number 6's real name, or WHY HE RESIGNED!

Arrgh! I am I just shallow for wanting to know these things?

Rick Russell
rick-russell@tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 23:14:48 GMT
From: jdrukman%dlsun87@oracle.com (Jon Drukman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Okay, I give up [Prisoner]

wrr3118@h2o (Rick Russell) writes:
>I was also disappointed (but not really surprised) that we never found out
>Number 6's real name, or WHY HE RESIGNED!

Neither of them are important, that's why.

>Arrgh! I am I just shallow for wanting to know these things?

Well, it's just trivia.  I don't know about being shallow, it's natural
curiosity.  But the bottom line is: you don't need to know; it doesn't
change the way you react to what you see on the screen at all.

As for the meaning in the last two episodes... well, I think "once upon a
time" is pretty clear, but as for "fall out"... just don't try to read TOO
much into it.

Jon Drukman
jdrukman%dlsun87@oracle.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 01:19:36 GMT
From: wrr3118@h2o.portal.com (Rick Russell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Okay, I give up [Prisoner]

Hmm. Well, I disagree. The main character's name _is_ important, because
the whole point of the show is the exaltation of the individual. It's tough
for me to relate to him, particularly at the end of the show, when I can
only call him "that guy" or "Number 6".  He needs a name to be recognized.

Of course, on a deeper level, perhaps his name was not revealed because on
some fundamental level he remains imprisoned.

As for the reason he resigned, it is more a statement of his individualism
that the reason was not revealed.

Rick Russell
rick-russell@tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 23:16:27 GMT
From: debbrown@delphi.com (Deborah Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Okay, I give up [Prisoner]

One thing I CAN say about the final episode(s), is that they DID reveal his
name, but the lines were throwaways.
 
In one scene, Number 2 calls #6 "Jackie".  In the last episode (I think)
he's referred to as "Blake".
 
I'm inclined to believe that #6 is Blake, from the "Danger Man" series that
preceeded The Prisoner (also starring Patrick McGoohan).
 
I remember watching that one too.  I liked The Prisoner more. :-)
 
Debbie Brown
debbrown@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 19:53:47 GMT
From: wojcik@beast.cs.hh.ab.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Okay, I give up [Prisoner]

Number 6 is indeed the "Danger Man or "Secret Agent" (US).  If you freeze
on the envelope he drops on the desk in the intro of every show it has the
name John Drake on it. That was his name in Danger Man/Secret Agent.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 01:03:15 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Okay, I give up [Prisoner]

Deborah Brown (debbrown@delphi.com) wrote:
>One thing I CAN say about the final episode(s), is that they DID reveal
>his name, but the lines were throwaways.
>
>In one scene, Number 2 calls #6 "Jackie".  In the last episode (I think)
>he's referred to as "Blake".
>
>I'm inclined to believe that #6 is Blake, from the "Danger Man" series
>that preceeded The Prisoner (also starring Patrick McGoohan).

1) The name of the Danger man is John Drake, not Jackie Blake.
2) In the episodes outside the village/with people from outside
  (e.g. Do not forsake.., Many Happy Returns,etc.) No. 6 is
  referred to by a couple of different names I think.
3) One of the few definite comments Patrick McGoohan ever made
  concerning The Prisoner is that No. 6 is NOT Danger Man.
  (This was on a radio interview some time in the seventies I think.)

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 02:53:43 GMT
From: pv@mcs.com (Paul Vader)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Okay, I give up [Prisoner]

wojcik@iccgcc.cs.hh.ab.com writes:
>Number 6 is indeed the "Danger Man or "Secret Agent" (US).  If you freeze
>on the envelope he drops on the desk in the intro of every show it has the
>name John Drake on it. That was his name in Danger Man/Secret Agent.

It says no such thing. The envelope is readable for exactly one frame, just
as it touches the desk. It says something along the lines of "Private -
Hand delivered." The exact words elude me, but I think they are in the
prisoner FAQ. 

P.S. Agonizing over Number 6's real name or why he resigned is a hint that
you missed the point. It's on a par with wondering why nobody realizes that
Clark Kent is Superman in glasses.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line:  8-Mar  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #167
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA11266; Tue, 8 Mar 94 10:08:08 EST
Date: Tue, 8 Mar 94 10:08:08 EST
Message-Id: <9403081508.AA11266@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #167
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 8 Mar 94 10:08:08 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #167
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Tuesday, 8 Mar 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 167

Today's Topics:

	Television - SeaQuest (5 msgs) & Lois and Clark (2 msgs) &
                     Isis (2 msgs) & Power Rangers

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 20:42:20 GMT
From: wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest 2/27/94

dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams) writes:
>>  Thank god I don't watch Seaquest on a regular basis.
> 
> It's not very good, although it is better than it used to be!

I think seaQuest is a good show, though NOT the best.  The only thing that
bothers me is all that liberalism they try preaching to us.

> They also descended to an absolute NEW LOW in total idiocy!  Perhaps one
> of the stupidest things I've seen in a long time, in this episode they
> expect you to believe that dolphins can generate "VIDEO" merely by
> thrashing around their tail!!  Give me a break!!  That damn stupid fish
> has got to go!

They explained how the machine worked quite well: Darwin sends electrical
signals by trashing his tail and focusing his "mental signals," and
electrical sensors decipher those signals into pictures.  However, the
pictures were too realistic and unbelievable.  I like Darwin: He gives
flavor to the show, but he's saved the seaQuest and its crew one too many
times.  But you've got to give them credit: they were able to get Darwin to
do all that stuff, and that's pretty amazing.

> Don't tell me... did that guy at the end (who I never watch), say that at
> Bob's bait & tackle institute, or whatever the hell the place is called,
> they are "very close to making it a reality" or something?  Sheesh...

Look...give the Dr. Ballard (yes, he's got a Ph.D) a break.  The guy found
the Titanic, and is from a very prestigious institute (Woods Hole).  And
truthfully, he said that research indicated that they were INTELLIGENT, not
smarter than humans.

Wesley Chan
California Technology Project
Arcadia, CA
wchan@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 01:54:51 GMT
From: maestro@crl.com (Sean Peisert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest HIDE & SEEK 2/27 (spoilers)

>And is Lucas leaving the seaQuest?  I didn't quite get that conversation
>at the end...were Landsdown and and Westphalen talking about Lucas or

Nope, it is Teslov's son who was asked to go with Landsdown.  Lucas (unless
I am gravely mistaken) is staying.

>choose to renew it, for this show may get a few former ST:TNG fans.

Definitely possible.  And in that case, we'll have to see how it stacks up
against the DS9 ratings and the Star Trek: Voyager ratings next year.

maestro@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 09:38:43 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest 2/27/94

wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan) writes:
>dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams) writes:
>> It's not very good, although it is better than it used to be!
>
>I think seaQuest is a good show, though NOT the best.  The only thing that
>bothers me is all that liberalism they try preaching to us.

"Preaching" in general can be pretty annoying, but for me what's worse is
dumb story ideas and cliche characters... two things SQ has had as often as
preaching.

>> Perhaps one of the stupidest things I've seen in a long time, in this
>> episode they expect you to believe that dolphins can generate "VIDEO"
>> merely by thrashing around their tail!!
>
>They explained how the machine worked quite well: Darwin sends electrical
>signals by trashing his tail and focusing his "mental signals," and
>electrical sensors decipher those signals into pictures.

That's what I said... total nonsense.  Especially when what you *SEE* on
the screen is "Darwin trashing tail -> VIDEO".  UGH, pure idiocy.

>However, the pictures were too realistic and unbelievable.  I like Darwin:
>He gives flavor to the show, but he's saved the seaQuest and its crew one
>too many times.

Hmmm.. sorry, for me he is the #1 most annoying part of the show.

> But you've got to give them credit: they were able to get Darwin to do
>all that stuff, and that's pretty amazing.

That's because they spent a LOT of money to build him.. and unfortunately
for that reason I'm afraid we are probably stuck with the thing. :(

re: Dr. Ballard
>The guy found the Titanic, and is from a very prestigious institute (Woods
>Hole).

That's great, but I still don't see why we need to have him "preaching" at
the end of every episode...  I thought you didn't like that?

>And truthfully, he said that research indicated that they were
>INTELLIGENT,

I'm sure that quite true, but what I want to see on the *show* is a little
more "intelligence".. and most importantly ENTERTAINMENT.  Having those
factoids at the end does nothing to improve that.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 20:12:45 GMT
From: ied1@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Ingrid de Beus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest HIDE & SEEK 2/27:politics

wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan) writes:
>I thought that HIDE & SEEK was an excellent episode with William Shatner.
>With the usual unresolved plot elements and the technical screw-ups, I
>thought that the good acting compensated for these shortcomings.  I give
>this episode a strong B.

I thought the acting was pretty good, although the spotty plot really
annoyed me in places.

>I still can't believe that the Serbs, Bosnians, and the Croats are still
>fighting that far into the future. However, I liked the remark "There has
>never been a multiethnic country; it's as old as the Earth itself."  Can
>anyone out in cyberspace think of one?

I'm not sure what you mean by a "multiethnic" country.  Do you mean a
region in which two or more ethnically diverse (different customs, societal
structure, personal appearance) peoples have developed side by side with no
significant conflict? That's a tough one.  On the other hand, if you mean
"multiethnic" as a region in which two or more ethnically diverse peoples
_have_come_to_live_ side by side with no significant conflict, off the top
of my head I'd name the kingdom of Sicily under the Normans in the twelfth
century (Jews, Arabs, Sicilians, and Normans co-existed peacefully for
three generations+, and no, it wasn't a police state :) ), and the United
States of America.  I think further comment should probably go to
talk.polictics.misc.

To drag this back to SeaQuest, what do you think of the implications in
this episode that world-wide peace can only be achieved through separation
of ethnic groups?

Ingrid Elvire Maria de Beus
ied1@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 06:01:27 GMT
From: maestro@crl.com (Sean Peisert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest 2/27/94

>That's because they spent a LOT of money to build him.. and unfortunately
>for that reason i'm afraid we are probably stuck with the thing. :(

Build?  Hmm..I wasn't aware Darwin was comprised of robotics.

>That's great, but I still don't see why we need to have him "preaching" at
>the end of every episode...  I thought you didn't like that?

   I personally enjoy the comments Dr. Ballard makes.  I think it
definitely adds to the show.  While I really can't compare SQ to something
like ST:TNG for pure entertainment, Dr. Ballard helps make the technical
and real world connection better, something I'm very interested in and I'm
glad it's included.

maestro@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 09:07:19 GMT
From: tyg@netcom.com (Tom Galloway)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lois & Clark presentation at Festival of Television

Went to the Lois & Clark presentation that was part of the LA based
Festival of Television put on each year by the Museum of Broadcasting this
evening. Despite being told Thursday it was sold out and that they didn't
take return tickets, I was able to walk up to the LA County Art Museum
ticket window and buy one right there.

They first introduced the regular cast (save for "Dark Alfred" Tony Jay;
basically the ones who show up in the opening credits each week), as well
as the principal writers and producers. Most were somewhat upscale casually
attired, with two exceptions. First, Robert Butler was in a tux since he
also attended the Directors Guild of America awards banquet that night and
was up for an award for directing the L&C pilot. Second, Tracy (Cat Grant)
Scoggins was in a skin tight short and low cut purple dress that appeared
to be right out of Cat's closet. Fair number of wolf whistles, and I can
report that she has excellent pectorial development. John (Lex Luthor) Shea
came out in black and with a leather jacket. Put sunglasses on him and he
could do a passable Neil Gaiman impersonation.

They then showed the episode Man of Steel Bars. Personally, I was happy
about this as it had one of the more obvious technical mistakes in it, a
nuclear reactor whose inability to be shut down is called a safety feature.
And I wanted to ask a question about getting a science advisor...

I managed to be the first person recognized. I opened with complimenting
them on the prominent Siegel and Shuster credit (scattered applause from
other comics readers in the audience), and went to the "Have you thought
about getting a science advisor to avoid mistakes like that with the
nuclear reactor in this episode" question. Deborah LeVine said that they
actually do have someone reading over the scripts for that sort of thing,
but that they choose to take "dramatic liberties".

Btw, I was seated next to someone who worked in the L&C office. He
confirmed that despite the different spelling in the credits, Deborah and
Dan LeVine are siblings.

The show was sold to ABC before LeVine was in the picture by Warner Bros.
She developed it, coming out with the format when she thought of the Lois &
Clark title. She'd never read a comic before, now she's read about 300.

The Kents are in the show so Clark has someone to talk to who knows who he
is.

DC was apparently going to have the Lane/Kent nuptuals a year or so ago.
Only after the show was sold did they change the plans to killing him off
rather than marriage.

As for his hairstyles being the reverse of the comics Superman/Clark's,
Dean Cain said he "wasn't a fan of the curlicue". Since Clark is on screen
more, he went with the hairstyle he's more comfortable with for Clark.

Someone asked about doing a Red K show. The first joke? reply was "Maybe in
year three when we've run out of ideas". This was elaborated to DC having
told them that there was now only one type of Kryptonite.

John Shea was asked about Luthor being bald. He responded that he figures
that Lex bought up a hair restoration company, fixed the product so it
actually worked, and does infomercials for it.

Dean Cain wants Lois and Clark to get together. He mentioned other actors
who had played Superman, and impressed me by mentioning Kirk Alyn who
played Superman in the 40s serials.

John Shea: "Lex has that darker psychotic edge...and I like playing that
dark, psychotic, edge.

The episode a week from Sunday is titled either "That Man" or "Vat Man",
and will feature two Supermen.

Someone said they wanted to see more Cat Grant. Tracy Scoggins jokingingly
started to remove her dress. And stopped, to the audible dismay of a number
of males. They said she'd be used more in future episodes.

In response to a young kid's question, Cain revealed that he can't get out
of the S-suit by himself.

While he actually doesn't need to move them, Cain moves his glasses before
using heat or x-ray vision as a visual cue to the viewer that something
vision is about to be used.

They've not heard about next season yet, but thought they got positive
vibes in a meeting this week with ABC execs. Not to mention the 21st place
in last week's ratings, and their second highest rating ever.

Lucy Lane may be brought back in Year 2, but with a different actress since
the original is doing a feature film.

Lana Lang will not be appearing because she's part of the Superboy rights
which they don't have. They have rights to Superman and his supporting
cast.

Curiously, Deborah LeVine knew about the cosmetic makeovers in the Superman
comics to make the real life and comics versions look more the same....but
oddly didn't know that comics Perry White is using Great Shades of Elvis
line.

"This is for Tracy Scoggins. Who decides what Cat Grant wears?"  "Some
inmates at the LA County Jail."  (Actually, she has considerable input on
this matter.

John Shea: "Lex Luthor is the ultimate control freak".

The guy who plays Jimmy Olsen somewhat cut down the comics version, saying
that his was "less nerdy."

If they go to year 2, they plan to have a recurring Rogues' Gallery.
Which'll eventually be controlled by Lex.

Someone asked Dean Cain a question about being on the cover of some
magazines whose names I didn't catch. Based on his answer of not having a
problem being on the cover of gay magazines and that he was a heterosexual,
I assume these were gay oriented mags.

The look of the show started as "thirty seconds into the future", but ended
up as a mix of styles due to budget constraints. Lois wears a lot of
authentically vintage clothing.

I got a chance to mention Internet to Deborah LeVine after the
presentation, and she said they'd started getting posts on the show snail
mailed to them.  She found it quite interesting, although it's possible
that she may have mixed this up with GEnie, whose messages are definitely
sent to her.

tyg
tyg@hq.ileaf.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 04:35:42 GMT
From: leew@id1.indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark presentation at Festival of Television

Hey, I was going to file a report....  

Can't think of much to add right now.

It was definitely nice to see an episode on a big projection system (almost
movie theatre size) and probably from a master tape equivalent.

Hatcher and Cain stayed afterwards and signed autographs, with them almost
having to drag Cain offstage so they could get ready for the next
presentation ("Dallas").

It was definitely nice to see the entire cast of a show onstage.  

Hopefully, I'll have a transcript of the whole thing ready later this week
(with assistance from my wife, Diane).

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.geg.com 

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 14:07:41 GMT
From: mark_m@super7.uccs.edu (Mark A Mcconnell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Isis

Devindran Jeyathurai (law23848@leonis.nus.sg) wrote:
>Arin Komins (akomins@ellis.uchicago.edu) wrote:
>>Anybody out there remember a show about a schoolteacher who could turn
>>into Isis with the use of some old Egyptian jewelry.
>
>Yes, I DO remember this show (possibly because I really liked it when I
>was a kid). Don't remember any details about the show, but I do recall
>that it was pretty short (half-hour episodes, I think) and it wasn't just
>some old Egyptian jewelry - she had a pendant, whose design was this round
>gem encircled with a pair of horns. I also kind of remember something
>about her running around the corner, looking up to the sky and whispering
>"O Mighty Isis", and then the clouds would move in the sky, etc.. I can't
>remember whether her powers were related to the sun, but I think that they
>were, which perplexes me, because Isis isn't the Goddess of the Sun, is
>she? I thought the Sun God was Ra.

Isis was another Mother Earth diety, married to the God of the Sky, Osiris.
Isis happened to cast spells in the Saturday Morning TV series by using
rhyme (e.g. "O zephyr winds which blow on high, lift me now so I can fly.")
(Yes I know the zephyr winds were Greek in mythology but the authors didn't
know or at least didn't care).

Her pendant was what tied the modern day school teacher to the ancient
goddess.  That was basically the whole reason behind it. A weird thing
about that pendant was that it moved to a tiara position after her
transformation which was explained earlier.

Joanna Cassidy was the actress that played the role.

The comic series was shortlived (8 issues).

Mark A. McConnell
mamcconnell@uccs.edu
mark_m@esprit.uccs.ed

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 01:30:29 GMT
From: tyroc@cheshire.oxy.edu (Samuel Thomas III)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Isis

R Scott Smith, <RSSMITH@CHEMICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca> wrote:
>>I actually think DC did a comic book starring this character.  Can anyone
>>add anything more?  Do you want to? 
>
>It was part of a DC TV comic line, which also included Shazam and the
>Superfriends.

   Wasn't there also a cartoon, the "Freedom Force," with Isis, Hercules,
Sinbad, Super Samurai, and... three others that escape me at the moment,
but no matter...the Superfriends reference brought it all back to me.  The
good days of cartoons.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 04:27:07 GMT
From: nedblake@parsifal.umkc.edu (Dogbert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Mighty Morphin Power Rangers!

Okay, I realize that this will evoke screams of despair from highbrow sf 
fans all over the world, but I was wondering if there's anyone else at all
that watches the "Mighty Morphin' Power Rangers"?

Dennis
nedblake@parsifal.umkc.edu

------------------------------
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                    Buck Rogers in The 25th Century & 
                    Forever Knight (2 msgs) & Island City (3 msgs)
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Date: 2 Mar 94 16:49:05 GMT
From: lecuyer@wam.umd.edu (CLIS library)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander: Unholy Alliance - Part 2

I think it still remains unclear if an immortal can identify another
immortal without seeing him/her.  I know Stuart disagrees, but hear me out.
Yes, Xavier *does* seem to know it is Duncan and not someone else outside.
And Duncan *does* open his door without his sword in hand when Richie is
there. I think the argument in favor of the ability to id the immie is that
these are immies who know each other *well*. However this absolutely falls
apart when you consider the scene in "Return of Amanda" in the dojo.  She
walks in and is masked.  There is no indication that Duncan knows who it
is. Now, of *all* the immies, Duncan *should* know her best. Right?  I
think a better explanation of the "opens door sans sword" and the "Xavier
knows it's Duncan" incidences is: "Who *else* could it be?"

Cathy

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 18:25:29 GMT
From: lecuyer@wam.umd.edu (CLIS library)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander: Unholy Alliance - Part 2

A friend and I were discussing the fact that the financial aspects are
never discussed/explained for *anybody*. Where does Duncan get *his* money?

Cathy

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 15:21:05 GMT
From: maryannmc@aol.com (MaryAnnMc)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander: Unholy Alliance - Part 2

Speaking of sensing more than one Immortal at a time, remember in "An Eye
for an Eye," Mac and Richie are walking along together, and both of them
sense Amanda.  So they *must* be able to separate out "buzz" signals.

MaryAnnMc@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 03:05:28 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander: Unholy Alliance - Part 2

We have evidence that immortals *can't* sense identities.  In "The
Gathering," Duncan is at home and senses another immortal, and approaches
the door with his sword and caution.  It turns out to be Connor - Duncan's
mentor, whom he has known for almost his entire life.  And in "The
Hunters", Duncan and Tessa are making love when Duncan senses an immortal
and answers the door with sword in hand and it is Fitz, whom Duncan has
known for 300+ years.  And in "Turnabout", Duncan has his sword out before
he realizes that it's his friend Michael.  And in "The Return of Amanda",
she fences Duncan while masked, and he doesn't know who he's fencing.  Etc.

Mary Ann is right - when immortals have known who it was, it was because
they were expecting someone in particular.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 21:00:48 GMT
From: ddoug@dl5000.bc.edu (Debbie Douglass)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander: Unholy Alliance - Part 2

>A friend and I were discussing the fact that the financial aspects are
>never discussed/explained for *anybody*. Where does Duncan get *his*
>money?

When you see "The Vampire", this week's episode, during the flashback, we
get a glimpse of the astuteness of Duncan MacLeod, Longterm Investor. ;-)

Debbie Douglass
System Administrator/Programmer
Institute for Space Research
Boston College
Bedford, MA
ddoug@DL5000.bc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 23:55:19 GMT
From: sdupland@news.delphi.com (SDUPLAND@DELPHI.COM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander: Unholy Alliance - Part 2

ddoug@dl5000.bc.edu (Debbie Douglass) writes:
>When you see "The Vampire", this week's episode, during the flashback, we
>get a glimpse of the astuteness of Duncan MacLeod, Longterm Investor. ;-)

It was a good line, but wouldn't immortals have to keep their investments
short or medium term ?  They'd have to relocate every what, 7-10 years, in
order to conceal the fact that they didn't age?  They'd want investments
they could liquidate within that time frame (maybe sooner - wouldn't all
those beheadings attract uncomfortable attention, that might cause them to
keep moving ?)

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 23:32:22 GMT
From: wendy@cnd.hp.com (Wendy Milner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander: Unholy Alliance - Part 2

SDUPLAND@DELPHI.COM (sdupland@news.delphi.com) wrote:
>It was a good line, but wouldn't immortals have to keep their investments
>short or medium term?

Just because the immortal moves, doesn't mean that he'd have to liquidate
his assets.  A lot of business is done long distance.  To keep an eye on
the investments, the immortal could hire a lawyer/solicitor/whatever, who
would watch the investment and report to the immortal whenever needed.

Wendy

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 18:13:33 GMT
From: ga02926@char.vnet.net (Matthew Warner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tomorrow People-SPOILERS

The following contains spoilers for The Tomorrow People / The Culex
Experiment.  If you have not watched all the episodes or are upset by
reading information about the episode ahead of time, please stop now.

I usually give writers of science fiction programs a little headroom to
write a good story.  Sometimes, the writers must change the laws of physics
in order to put together a good story.  I give them this space.

I was pleased by watching The Tomorrow People episodes for the Culex
experiment.  It was a pretty decent story.  We got to know the characters
and watch the develop a bit.  However, in the old Tomorrow People series,
the kids were very secretive.  They knew that if any government found out
about them, they would be captured and subjected to tests, etc..  So, in
the old series, they never teleported unless it was absolutely necessary.
And when they did, they made sure no one was watching...

We do not see that in the new episodes.  Instead, they teleport on a whim
and bounce around the planet.  This seems like it would cause a lot of
problems for them.  Which brings me to my spoiler point:

In the last episode, we see Dr. Culex throw the antidote into the air in
hopes of breaking the vial it is in.  Adam then teleports and catches the
vial at the last possible moment and saves the day.

Did anyone else catch the fact that Adam teleported in front of about six
or seven high ranking government personnel?  We know that Megabyte's dad is
in on the secret, but to my knowledge, no one else in that room was?
Wouldn't they have a lot of explaining to do?

I look forward to hearing replies...

Matthew Warner
Sports Fan Radio Network
ga02926@vnet.net
71320.352@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 01:13:32 GMT
From: wendy44@delphi.com (Wendy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People

Ariel Halpern <quantum@circle.cs.jhu.edu> writes:
>to see there like that. Especially since, until this year, I thought I was
>the only one who knew about the show.
 
You and everyone else. :) Until this year, I thought *I* was the only one
who's ever heard of the show.  I used to watch it fanatically when I was a
kid, and I have returned to watching it fanatically since the new one came
out.  I have even managed to track down someone on CompuServe who has all
the old episodes on tape.
 
I've been quite pleased with the new Tomorrow People.  Okay, so there's
almost no continuity.... there might be more later.  I'm just wondering
why Adam's parents haven't started wondering where he spends his time, and
why he keeps returning home with sand in his clothing. <g> But, other than
that... I think they started from scratch to give the new TPs more room to
grow.  After all, if they'd've met TIM and the Galactic Federation in the
first episode, what would have been left?
 
I actually like the pilot episode much better than the Culex Experiment.
But, I've always been partial to origin explanations over other types of
shows.

Wendy

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 22:03:55 GMT
From: jad44314@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Janet A Dornhoff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People-SPOILERS

ga02926@char.vnet.net (Matthew Warner) writes:
>The following contains spoilers for The Tomorrow People / The Culex
>Experiment.  If you have not watched all the episodes or are upset by
>reading information about the episode ahead of time, please stop now.
>
>I usually give writers of science fiction programs a little headroom to
>write a good story.  Sometimes, the writers must change the laws of
>physics in order to put together a good story.  I give them this space.

Considering the premise of the series, that's probably a good idea. :-)

>I was pleased by watching The Tomorrow People episodes for the Culex
>experiment.  It was a pretty decent story.  We got to know the characters
>and watch them develop a bit.  However, in the old Tomorrow People series,
>the kids were very secretive.  They knew that if any government found out
>about them, they would be captured and subjected to tests, etc.  So, in
>the old series, they never teleported unless it was absolutely necessary.
>And when they did, they made sure no one was watching...

Except for Kenny and that policeman...and Mike and those bank robbers...
 ...and the Prime Minister...  :-P

They were really pretty inconsistent about that point.  Yes, I, too
expected the lady scientist to freak out, wanting to experiment with these
kids.  Still, aside from the inventor and her son, the only others at the
lab were General Damon and his men.  Yes, they were too obvious about it,
but not impossibly so, just uncomfortably.

>Did anyone else catch the fact that Adam teleported in front of about six
>or seven high ranking government personnel?  We know that Megabyte's dad
>is in on the secret, but to my knowledge, no one else in that room was?
>Wouldn't they have a lot of explaining to do?

Since they had just rescued her son, I don't think they'd have too hard a
time convincing the inventor to keep quiet about it.  General Damon's team
has already been involved in investigating the 'kids vanishing into thin
air'; if they've kept quiet so far, they'll probably continue to do so.
Now, if they'd teleported in front of that assemblage of scientists during
the demonstration, THAT would have been a lot harder to cover up.

Janet Dornhoff
jad44314@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 13:59:26 GMT
From: baum1@syma.sussex.ac.uk (Paul Silver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Comment on New Tomorrow People

To anyone else watching the latest series of The Tomorrow People, has
anyone noticed (apart from the lack of quality against the last series):
the name of the scientist is 'Middlemass' - looks like someone's pointing
out the usual misspelling of Quatermass! (At least it shows the writers
definitely aren't trying to be serious)?

Did anyone ever sort out what happened to the girl from the first of the
new series, and where on Earth Adams disappeared to this story? (Let alone
why they don't use teleporting a lot more - Ah, there's always the budget I
suppose).

Paul
baum1@syma.sussex.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 20:11:04 GMT
From: felicityg@aol.com (Felicity G)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The ORIGINAL Tomorrow People

I would like some information on the original Tomorrow People series, not
the one that is currently being produced on Nickelodeon (although Nick did
show the original series at one point, many years ago). How long did this
show run? What channel did it run on it the UK? I don't think it was a BBC
program. I would really appreciate it if someone could send me a list of
episodes, with brief descriptions if at all possible. Either e-mail me or
post it here. Thanks very much.

Felicity
felicityg@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 06:08:41 GMT
From: akomins@ellis.uchicago.edu (arin komins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The ORIGINAL Tomorrow People

For those who asked:
>From the ITV Encyclopaedia of Adventure:

The Tomorrow People ran for 68 colour episodes from 1973-1979.

List of episodes:
The Slaves of Jedikiah (5 parts)
The Medusa Strain (4 parts)
The Vanishing Earth (4 parts)
The Blue and the Green (5 parts)
A Rift in Time (4 parts)
The Doomsday Men (4 parts)
Secret Weapon (4 parts)
Worlds Away (3 parts)
A Man for Emily (3 parts)
The Revenge of Jedikiah (3 parts)
One Law (3 parts)
Into the Unknown (4 parts)
The Dirtiest Business (2 parts)
A Much Needed Holiday (2 parts)
The Heart of Sogguth (2 parts)
The Lost Gods (2 parts)
Hitler's Last Secret (2 parts)
The Thargon Menace (2 parts)
Castle of Fear (2 parts)
Achilles Heel (2 parts)
Living Skins (2 parts)
War of the Empires (4 parts)

I can give more info if requested...mail if interested.

Arin
akomins@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 23:26:00 GMT
From: BC70396@bingvaxa.bitnet (yaj/StarMcLeod/datalore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deep Red

Deep Red is a Sci-Fi Channel premier movie that'll be showing
March 12.

They'll probably show several repeat performances, so don't sweat it if you
miss it the first time.

John De Lancie is in it, I believe. He plays Q on ST:TNG.

Looks like an interesting movie, I'm definitely going to watch it.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 05:17:24 GMT
From: (JL)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Starman: Comeback???

I was/am a huge fan of the Starman series. I liked it better than the movie
and now that The Sci-Fi channel is replaying old episodes, I was wondering
if there is any possiblity of a comeback or reunion show? I don't think
Robert Hays and C.B. Barnes have been up to much lately, so it is not
totaly inconceivable.

JL

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 16:48:04 GMT
From: 94smccro@ultrix.uor.edu (Selma McCrory)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Starman: Comeback???

There are no current plans for a reunion show. It just never has quite
gotten together. I know, however, that Robert Hays would love to do one.
He really enjoyed the series.

I don't have all my information in hand at the moment, but I should be able
to dig it up for anyone who wants it. Email me at one of the addresses
below.

Selma McCrory
94smccro@ultrix.uor.edu
selmamc@aol.com	       

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 05:18:14 GMT
From: (JL)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Battlestar Galactica: Comeback

Is there any word on the proposed comeback/reunion movie I heard about a
while back???

JL

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 05:25:08 GMT
From: (JL)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Buck Rogers in The 25th Century

I was a fan of the series starring Gil Gerard and Erin Gray. However I was
always curious as to why they changed from the futuristic Earth setting to
the Spaceship Searcher. What were the production reasons for it and what
was supposed to be the story transition from Earth to Space. What happened
to Dr. Hewer, Dr. Theopolis, The Princess and all the others. Plus is there
any possibility of a comeback/reunion show?

JL

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 04:48:27 GMT
From: skriefal@eeyore.stcloud.msus.edu (Scott Kriefall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forever Knight

Just a quick question concerning Forever Knight: anyone know how many
episodes were made?  The most complete episode guide I was able to find
listed 14, all of which I have on tape.  Now that WCCO here in Minnesota is
back to showing FK on Tuesday nights (after the Olympics), I'm curious as
to whether these are new shows or repeats of the 14 that have already been
shown.  I haven't had a chance correlate the description in next week's TV
guide to the episode guide, to see if it is listed there...

Scott
skriefal@eeyore.stcloud.msus.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 07:01:31 GMT
From: jad44314@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Janet A Dornhoff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forever Knight

skriefal@eeyore.stcloud.msus.edu (Scott Kriefall) writes:
>Just a quick question concerning Forever Knight: anyone know how many
>episodes were made?  The most complete episode guide I was able to find
>listed 14, all of which I have on tape.

The first season was 22 episodes, which run 40 minutes each in the United
States, and 54 minutes each in Europe.  Hopefully, the second season, which
is to begin production next month for the syndication market, will contain
at least that many episodes, and maybe even let us folks in the States see
a little _more_ of each one.

Janet Dornhoff
jad44314@sumter.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 23:09:27 GMT
From: bill@atria.com (Bill Marrs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Island City

I am surprised no one has posted about Island City.

I watched it last night.

I liked it.  

I wont say anymore to avoid spoiling it, but you should see it.

Bill

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 02:40:37 GMT
From: hefferma@pegasus.montclair.edu (Dennis F. Hefferman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Island City

   It was all right, but there's really no series here.  What are they
going to do, drive out once a week and shoot at the Recs?  This one's going
to get old fast if they make it.

   I did like the half-Rec and the clone, though.  OTOH, they overplayed
the old guy so bad I can't understand why the doctor hasn't shot him yet.

Dennis Francis Heffernan
Montclair State College
hefferma@pegasus.montclair.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 03:07:02 GMT
From: banz@pegasus.rutgers.edu (Megaera)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: m.f.tv.m : Island City

Hello, I just saw half of this made-for-tv s.f. movie called "Island City."
It stars Kevin Conroy of BTAS fame (sorry, don't know any other works of
his) and some other people whose names I couldn't recall.  What are your
impressions of this latest offering?  I kind of liked it because it was
simple and somewhat less pretentious than B5, and the plot had very little
holes in it (from the bits and pieces I've seen).  Will this become a
series?  Hope so.

BTW, that storm scene really brought out the Batman in Kevin Conroy.

banz@pegasus.rutgers.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Asimov (2 msgs) & Baldwin (3 msgs) &
                       Brunner & Brust (9 msgs)
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Date: 7 Mar 94 00:39:16 GMT
From: sauron@eeserver.ee.nus.sg (Soh Kam Yung)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robots books by Asimov

Another book of Robot stories is _The Complete Robot_ which contains the
stories in _I, Robot_ and _The Rest of the Robots_ as well as other robot
stories from his other short story collections. It includes one of his best
Robot stories, _The Bicentennial Man_ (it always makes me want to cry every
time I reach the ending).

Soh Kam Yung
sauron@ee.nus.sg
engp3010@leonis.nus.sg

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 14:48:06 GMT
From: fkiesche3@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Isaac Asimov and The Empire Series...

Just some thoughts on the order for the Robot/Empire/Foundation books. I
have posted this several times on America Online as well as to people who
requested on the Internet. The one thing that I have added that is not an
Asimov book is Roger McBride Allen's "Caliban", as (if I remember
correctly), it was approved by Asimov.

O.K. from "Prelude to Foundation", I refer to Asimov myself (in his
introduction) as to the order of the books:

0. The introduction section of "Pebble in the Sky".

1." The Complete Robot": 31 stories about the robots. (On a side note, I
haven't checked vs. the Robot short story collections I mentioned in the
previous letter, but I think this is a complete collection. The four
collections that I own are "I, Robot", "The Rest of the Robots", "Robot
Visions" and "Robot Dreams". There is supposed to be an illustrated CD-ROM
of Asimov Robot stories with illustrations by Ralph McQuarrie coming out
this year; if I hear of anything more definite, I'll let you know).

2. "The Caves of Steel"

3. "The Naken Sun"

4. "The Robots of Dawn"

("Caliban"?)

5. "Robots and Empire"

("Caliban"?)

6. "The Currents of Space"

7. "The Stars, Like Dust"

8. "Pebble in the Sky"

9. "Prelude to Foundation"

(10. "Forward the Foundation" - not in existence at the time Asimov was
writing this essay)

11. "Foundation"

12. "Foundation and Empire"

13. "Second Foundation"

14. "Foundation's Edge" (in the back of this book is a essay by Asimov
explaining the state of the series to date. One quote is especially
interesting: "If you wish an account of the Eternals and the way in which
they adjusted human history, you will find it (not entirely consistent with
the references in this new book) in "The End of Eternity".

15. "Foundation and Earth"

He concludes his essay as follows:

"Will I write additional books for the series? I might. There is room for a
book between "Robots and Empire" and "The Currents of Space" and between
"Prelude to Foundation" and "Foundation" and of course between others as
well. And then I can follow "Foundation and Earth" with additional
volumes--as many as I like."

"Naturally, there's got to be some limit, but I don't expect to live
forever, but I do intend to hang on as long as possible."

It still breaks my heart to read those words.

All of these are still readily available. You might have to go to a SF
specialty store (try the back of Locus for suggestions) or second-hand
stores, but all have been inprint over the past five years and should be
found if you are persistent!

I do not count the two non-Asimov series as being part of the history (I
refer to the Robot City and the Robots in Time books packaged by Byron
Preiss Associates). I understand that the CD-ROM with the Ralph McQuarrie
artwork is now out. Has anybody seen this? Does it contain the complete
short stories?  The novels? Enquiring minds want to know!

Good reading!

Good hunting.

Fred Kiesche
FKiesche3@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 17:19:50 GMT
From: BULIAVACGP@ssv004.ssd.loral.com (Gregory P. Buliavac)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Helmsman book!

Attention Helmsman fans!

The next book is out!

Titled _The Siege_, I found it at B. Dalton's

Greg Buliavac

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 01:37:28 GMT
From: robdean@access2.digex.net (Rob Dean)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Helmsman book!

Gregory P. Buliavac <BULIAVACGP@ssvax1.ssd.loral.com> wrote:
>Attention Helmsman fans!
>
>The next book is out!
>
>Titled _The Siege_, I found it at B. Dalton's

What a horrid notion!  They had to pay me to read _The Defenders_ (I'm a
freelance proofreader), and the only thing that kept me going was working
out the exact correspondences with the Battle of Britain.  YHuch!  What is
this one based on?

Give me Doc Smith any day!

Rob Dean

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 06:38:41 GMT
From: ted@sparkyfs.erg.sri.com (Ted Nolan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Helmsman book!

I liked the first couple of Helmsman books.  Baldwin seemed to be about the
only one with the idea that he could write 1930's space opera (though with
quite a bit more sex) in the 1980s without being self-conscious about it.
I also liked the Hornblower/Napoleanic feel.  Lately Baldwin has moved into
WWII mode, and suffers from it.  Possibly

this is just because I actually know something about WWII.., but as you
say, the book immediately previous to Siege is so completely a Battle of
Britain book that Baldwin even works in an unconvincing parralel of
Churchill's most famous quote ("Never have so many..")

To answer your question, _Siege_ is about Hitler's disastrous invasion of
Russia.  I haven't quite finished the book yet, but I have a hunch that the
bears hold their own.. :-) I'm not really going to provide any spoilers,
but there are several annoying aspects to this book:

1) It rewrites what we thought we knew:
   a) The bears were a (highly valued and loyal) part of the empire
   b) The bears were much more on the ball politically than the
      empire as a whole
   c)  The bears had a greae navy

2) In his effort to portray the vastness of Russia as a star domain,
   Baldwin has all the bear worlds have basically the same flora and fauna.
   I myself would not transport crag wolves along with my colonists...

3) His made up technology has finially crossed over into Barsoom/Flash
   Gordon territory (insufficient "N-Ray pressure" to fight fires)

As I say, I enjoyed the first couple quite a bit, so I'll probably give
Baldwin one more chance to win me back, but it doesn't seem likely at this
point.

Oh well,

Ted Nolan

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 17:16:29 GMT
From: TBOHN00@ukcc.uky.edu (Tilman Bohn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: Game Portrayal in SF

Hey, someone mentioned _The Squares of the City_ by J. Brunner.  Is it any
good (I usually rather like his books)?  Comments, anyone?

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 10:57:49 GMT
From: nathan@ftp.health.org (Nathan Bardsley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: Agyar

If it bothers you to put a little effort into your reading to figure out
what's going on, and if you haven't liked how Brust has handled the
characterization so far, there's nothing I can say to encourage you to
finish it.  I thought that AGYAR was a wonderful book.  De gustibus.

Nathan Bardsley
nathan@health.org

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 00:07:25 GMT
From: stehman@panix.com (Jeff Stehman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Steven Brust: _The Phoenix Guards_

I just finished _The Phoenix Guards_ and in my opinion it is one of the
more horrendously delightful books I've read.  From the first I realized
that the historian's prose would be agonizing, yet I found it amusing
throughout, especially the dialog.  And I do mean throughout; a two page
About the Author!  Not unlike reading puns, except I hate puns.  I recall
reading several negative references to the book here, but no details.
Althought I can certainly guess at why many would not like this book, I
would like to hear comments from folks.

Jeff Stehman

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 02:56:29 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: _The Phoenix Guards_

stehman@panix.com (Jeff Stehman) writes:
>I just finished _The Phoenix Guards_ and in my opinion it is one of the
>more horrendously delightful books I've read.  From the first I realized
>that the historian's prose would be agonizing, yet I found it amusing
>throughout, especially the dialog.  And I do mean throughout; a two page
>About the Author!  Not unlike reading puns, except I hate puns.  I recall
>reading several negative references to the book here, but no details.
>Althought I can certainly guess at why many would not like this book, I
>would like to hear comments from folks.

I can understand why THE PHOENIX GUARDS might drive some readers nuts, but
enough people seemed to like it to make it a category bestseller.  This
gratifies me, since I enjoyed it far more than I enjoy many category
bestsellers.  The sequel, FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER, has just been
published, and it's even better.  (Or worse, if that's your take.)

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 03:19:46 GMT
From: rwang@husc8.harvard.edu (Richard Wang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: _The Phoenix Guards_

Jeff Stehman <stehman@panix.com> wrote:
>I just finished _The Phoenix Guards_ and in my opinion it is one of the
>more horrendously delightful books I've read.  From the first I realized
>that the historian's prose would be agonizing, yet I found it amusing
>throughout, especially the dialog.  And I do mean throughout; a two page
>About the Author!  Not unlike reading puns, except I hate puns.  I recall
>reading several negative references to the book here, but no details.
>Althought I can certainly guess at why many would not like this book, I
>would like to hear comments from folks.

Maybe because it's not as good as the originals like, say, _The Three
Musketeers_.  A needless gripe, IMHO; it was entertaining enough.  If we
never read any but the "best" novels or listened to nothing but the "best"
music, our experiences would be rather constrained.  Let me just say,
though, that I thought Brust's attempt to imitate Dumas' style was
completely ineffective.

Richard Wang
rwang@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 15:56:28 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: Agyar

Aylor, Mark <ENGMJA@ENGENSVR.LTEC.COM> wrote:
>I don't know about you, but the conversation feels very stilted,
>superficial, and written. I realize that he is writing it as he remembers
>it, but it reads to stiff. It often seems rather childish and/or obtuse.

That's because it's colored by Jack Agyar's peculiar sense of style - he is
writing it as he remembers it, but it reads as though he takes a few
liberties with the exact dialogue, to make himself look "better" in some
way - more stylish or whatever. Kind of like when you re-tell a story, and
put in all the snappy comments you thought of at the time, but censored or
didn't have the guts to actually say: "You tell me, fascist pig, how fast
_was_ I going?" instead of "Ummm - 55, officer?"

>The other major problem is that so much is left unexplained. I don't seem
>to be able to read between the lines to understand what the unsaid words
>are.  It's like I came in on the middle of the narrative or conversation
>and don't have the first half to make the rest comprehensible to my (maybe
>to small) mind.

It is in there, you just have to look for it a little harder than in most
sf/fantasy novels. Again, I thought this was one of the stronger points of
the writing. Brust never jumps out of the "diary" style to put in things
that the character writing the diary would take as given. You have to work
it out on your own. YMMV...

>All the character interactions feel the same way stilted, superficial,
>childish, or just plain incomprehensible.

Again, this has to do with the fact that everything is slightly colored by
Jack Agyar's own personality, and in a really fundamental way, he's been
childish and superficial for a damn long time...

>I have enjoyed Brust as a writer, but after _Phoenix Guard_ and it's
>overstylized writing, and _Athyra_ and it's missing explanations and
>skewed (compared to the other Taltos books) perspective, I was hoping for
>a more typical Brust novel.  Maybe I'm just getting to old and slow for
>the new writing styles.
>

"...and whenever I try to do something new,/ all they want is 1973..."

Personally, I thought this was fairly "typical" insofar as there _is_ a
typical Brust novel - cynical narrator who "oozes panache" and is a real
cold-hearted SOB, etc. (I don't want to say more as I'm not sure how much
you've read, and I don't want to spoil it should you choose to keep
going...).

>Anyway, can anyone give me some encouragement to finish this. Does it get
>any better?

Again, the ending of this novel, IM(NS)HO, was one of the best things I
read all year, and I felt it was worth hardback prices. But then, I thought
it was a great book from about page 5 on, so YMMV.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 16:35:25 GMT
From: randal@pylon.physics.colostate.edu (Rand)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: _The Phoenix Guards_

> Maybe because it's not as good as the originals like, say, _The Three
> Musketeers_.  A needless gripe, IMHO; it was entertaining enough.  Let me
> just say, though, that I thought Brust's attempt to imitate Dumas' style
> was completely ineffective.

Or completely overdone, and on purpose, I think.  I tired a bit
(eventually) of reading two pages of dialogue any time any character wanted
to communicate something, but the story was solid.  Also, pieces like the
historian going on and on in worship of brevity made it all worthwhile for
me.

Rand

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 18:13:16 GMT
From: carroll@stimpy.eecis.udel.edu (Mark C. Carroll)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: _The Phoenix Guards_

I also utterly adored _The Phoenix Guards_, and as soon as I find a copy, I
plan to get the hardcover of _500 years after_. But then, I'm biased. I
love Dumas, and _TPG_ is the best send-up of Dumas that I've ever seen.

It frustrates people for a couple of reasons.

First, there's the simple matter of style. It takes Dumas' wordiness, and
carries it to an even further extreme. It never uses one word where two
could be jammed in. Personally, I found this utterly hilarious, but it is
very annoying to those who want a straight-ahead novel more in the line of
the _Jhereg_ series.

Second, theres a more complex matter of style. It's a send-up of Dumas'
style... but it's not as good as Dumas. If you're looking to read a novel
written the way Dumas would have written it, you'll be very disappointed.
Dumas knew when to be serious, and when to be a wise-ass. _TPG_ is never
really serious. There's not a page of the novel which isn't full of comedy
which counterpoints the serious plot.  (For example, in _The Three
Muskateers_, which _TPG_ imitates very closely, in the "trial" of Milady,
there's no fooling around.  But even in the negotiations with the Easterner
riding the Taltos horse, Brust is still kidding around.)

I personally treasure it as one of my favorite novels. It never fails to
give me a laugh, and yet it has a real, serious plot underlying all of the
silliness. It's mind-candy, but it's not completely empty mind candy. It's
very elegant and subtle in spots.

MC

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 18:54:31 GMT
From: ee@star.qmw.ac.uk (Frossie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: _The Phoenix Guards_

Oh what a truly excellent book. I am not entirely sure how it would read if
one had not been exposed to any of the Taltos books beforehand, which is
why I am not forcing everyone I know to read it immediately.  But it is by
far the funniest, wittiest book I have read in ages. Real laugh-out-loud
stuff. I particularly enjoyed the way the humour sneaked up on you, like in
the two-paragraph eulogy of that force that all writers should heed to:
Brevity. Can't wait for the sequel to come out in paperback.

However:  rwang@husc8.harvard.edu (Richard Wang) writes:
>Maybe because it's not as good as the originals like, say, _The Three
>Musketeers_.  A needless gripe, IMHO; it was entertaining enough.  If we
>never read any but the "best" novels or listened to nothing but the "best"
>music, our experiences would be rather constrained.  Let me just say,
>though, that I thought Brust's attempt to imitate Dumas' style was
>completely ineffective.

Allow me to disagree. I think it is an excellent ***parody*** of Dumas'
style, while also being much more than that. Certainly has much of the
flavour of the original French text (I've never read the English
translations).

ee@star.qmw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 22:32:24 GMT
From: schafer@raistlan.network.com (Martin Schafer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: _The Phoenix Guards_

It really comes down to whether one finds the flowery, overwritten, Dumas
style, delightful and funny or boring and silly.  I think that it is
delightful and funny.  I thought The Phoenix Guards was a little weak
because it follows the plot of The Three Musketeers so closely.  500 Years
After just blew me away!  It maintains everything that is good about The
Phoenix Guards, and remains true to the spirit of Dumas, but goes off on
Steven's own riffs, rather than just following Twenty Years After.  I am
really looking forward to The Count of Adrialankha.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Brust (5 msgs) & Cherryh & Clayton (2 msgs) &
                   Dickson & Drake & Duncan & Effinger (3 msgs) &
                   Elrod & Foster

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 16:31:45 GMT
From: erica@cc.gatech.edu (Erica Liebman Sadun)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

Joel Finkle  <jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com> wrote:
>I have a few questions about how this links with the other novels by Brust
>involving the Dragaeran Empire (the Vlad books & the Khaavren romances):
>
>1) When does Brokedown Palace take place?

In the weeks before Adron goes kerblam.  It is an eastern metaphor for the
interregnum - in particular, the death of sorcery (Verra is the goddess of
sorcery) and the rise of the easterners (signified by the taltos horse -
beaten but not destroyed). (mho-ymmv!)

>2) How did "By the Horse!" get into the vocabulary of the Dragaerans in
>The Phoenix Guards, but it doesn't seem to be there in the Vlad stuff.

Throwaway line.  Take it as a joke and don't look any further.

>3) Vlad worships (?) Verra, the Demon Goddess, who is killed in BD (that
>isn't definite, where gods are concerned, but...)

Yup.  She got revived when the orb returned and sorcery was returned to the
world.

>4) Should I have recognized Devera, or Brigitta's daughter?

Devera shows up as the little girl who tells about birgitte's daughter -
"People will have to watch out for her."  The daughter is rumored to be
Cawti but I prefer that the daughter have been the mother of Vlad -
extremely long lived because of her jenoine/demon heritage.

A question of my own: Who is Devera's father?  I would just LOVE for it to
be Kragar...

Erica Sadun
erica@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 17:38:56 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

erica@cc.gatech.edu (Erica Liebman Sadun) writes:
>>1) When does Brokedown Palace take place?
>
>In the weeks before Adron goes kerblam.  It is an eastern metaphor for the
>interregnum - in particular, the death of sorcery (Verra is the goddess of
>sorcery) and the rise of the easterners (signified by the taltos horse -
>beaten but not destroyed). (mho-ymmv!)

Well, now, are you sure about that?  It is entirely possible that BP is
truth, and the author of PG cut out all of the Eastern magic that he didn't
believe in.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 18:50:00 GMT
From: ENGMJA@engensvr.ltec.com ("Aylor, Mark")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: Agyar

*** Spoilers Follow! ***

I love a good vampire story, but that is just it, a _good_ vampire story
(and in fact trying to publish in this vein). In fact, you could say that
I'm a rabid vampire fanatic (friends accuse me of wanting to be one, but I
haven't decided yet :[ ). Brust's characters just seem to have no depth
(except maybe the lead, but he is by nature pretty shallow). If you want
_good_ vampire stuff Anne Rice is by far superior. I'd even thought
Saberhagen, but his last one was rather bizarre and left a little to be
desired.

The whole vampire idea is so vague. Agyar makes mist, but how does he do
it?  He disappears out of a 2nd story window into a snow storm, yet he
doesn't seem to be able to fly. He laughs about Jill drinking his blood and
becoming ill, but what does it mean? Is she going to become a vampire now
(as legend/myth) or did it just make her sick (and if so why)? etc..

The vampire abilities seem to change as Brust needs them for story and
plot.  Now not that this is necessarily bad (if you believe in vampires,
then why can't you believe that abilities change too), but it just seems
like he writes them in and out as he needs them or doesn't to make the
story interesting (Sorry, but my editor told me way back when that this was
_bad_). It seems like if anybody else had sent in a first novel with this
many holes, it never would have been published.

Anyway, I guess I like to see a little more continuity of the vampire
characteristics then Brust is supplying. I don't mean I want the vampires
abilities quantified to the point where I can predict what will happen
(surprises are nice), but the only one that I saw coming (a mile away) was
the Kellam resolution.

Well 'nuff said.

ENGMJA@ENGENSVR.ltec.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 22:54:21 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel) writes:
>3) Verra: Dead or Alive?
>I doubt she was _truly_ dead - probably just kept her from appearing on
>that particular "plane" for a while. Erica's Interregnum metaphor works
>pretty well, too. I thought, once, that I'd seen some reference to this
>"death" in one of the Vlad books, but I can't remember it now...

Bear in mind that Verra is the *Demon* Goddess, and, from Morrolan, we know
that demons can be controlled (but gods can't).  My belief is that Verra
can be controlled, at least to a limited extent, but, otherwise, she is
more powerful than any other "normal" demon.

The entire thing in BP was how Verra was controlled.  To what purpose?  I
don't know... probably just to give the Easterners a chance to develop on
their own without Dragaerans or Verra interfering.  Alternatively, it could
have been done for the sole purpose of distracting her while Adron made his
grab for the Orb (and, now that I actually write it, it sounds really
good).

>The problem is, I can't recall how much time separates Vlad from the
>Interregnum, so I can't really make a guess.

Different numbers are given, if I remember correctly.  It's as low as
two-hundred-plus years, and as high as four-hundred-odd years.

The Interregnum lasted a couple of hundred years, if I remember correctly.
So maybe Brigitte's daughter managed to do some stuff during then.

There are people who believe that Brigitte's daughter is Cawti (or, wait,
is it supposed to be her granddaugther?  I forget, and don't have a copy of
BP here; anyway...).  The two things that support that are Deverra's
comment that people are going to have to watch out for her, and Cawti's
lack of comment about her patrynomic.

Hm.  Assuming that it is supposed to be Brigitte's granddaughter, maybe a
demon plays with Brigitte's *daughter*, keeps her young or something else,
and leaves her pregnant (with Cawti, of course), just a few years after
Vlad is born.

That would explain both Deverra's comment, and Cawti's reaction to a
question about her father's name.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 06:16:10 GMT
From: erica@cc.gatech.edu (Erica Liebman Sadun)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

Sean Eric Fagan <sef@kithrup.com> wrote:
>erica@cc.gatech.edu (Erica Liebman Sadun) writes:
>>>1) When does Brokedown Palace take place?
>
>>In the weeks before Adron goes kerblam.  It is an eastern metaphor for
>>the interregnum - in particular, the death of sorcery (Verra is the
>>goddess of sorcery) and the rise of the easterners (signified by the
>>taltos horse - beaten but not destroyed). (mho-ymmv!)
>
>Well, now, are you sure about that?  It is entirely possible that BP is
>truth, and the author of PG cut out all of the Eastern magic that he
>didn't believe in.

Well, I just took a look at BP again.  Looks like I may be off on the time
estimate.  BP takes place 1000 years after the end of PG.  I think this may
be a little too late: especially if the interregnum happens at the end of
500 years after...  Isn't it interesting that Devera (Of Verra?) goes "in
time" to see the death of her grandma?  Now that I know that Devera's
ancestry (at least 1/2 of it), it seems that her visiting the events of BP
is especialy significant..

Thoughts anyone?

Erica Sadun
erica@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 10:59:43 GMT
From: camilla@netcom.com (Camilla Cracchiolo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: CJ Cherryh new book

Just got done with Cherryh's new book, Foreigner.  I recommend it.  It's
not one of her best (they can't ALL be Cyteen I suppose.  sigh), but it's
still a good read.  In a nutshell, without giving away the plot, humans
come up against aliens, and, as so many of her books are, she explores the
interactions.  I found it a little jarring how similar to humans the aliens
are, one of the things I like about Cherryh is that her aliens are often
really alien (like the kif, the sstsho, the knnn, the iduve...none of whom
appear in this book, BTW).  But then, I think the similarity to humans is
the real point; they're similar, and so humans keep wanting to react to
them as though they were human, and run up against alien differences in
unexpected places.

Good pace, good writing.  Oh, and it's not a union/alliance book.  It might
be in the same universe, but the plot doesn't deal with the union/alliance
stuff at all.

Reminded me a lot of Wave Without a Shore.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 13:15:08 GMT
From: lamein@research.ptt.nl (Ernst Lamein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jo Clayton

Does anybody have info about Jo Clayton? She (I think it's a she ) is an sf
writer with a high production rate (generally more than one book a year),
whose books I enjoy. The books are not extremely brilliant and wouldn't be
on my list of riveting books, but they have this nice friendly atmosphere,
without being too soft. I read the Blue Magic trilogy (Blue Magic, A
gathering of stones etc.). Does anybody else like these books too?

Ernst

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 16:40:29 GMT
From: levine@symcom.math.uiuc.edu (Lenore Levine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jo Clayton

lamein@research.ptt.nl (Ernst Lamein) writes:
>I read the Blue Magic trilogy (Blue Magic, A gathering of stones etc.).
>Does anybody else like these books?

Yes, I do. I liked them very much. I particularly liked Brann and Maks. I
enjoyed reading about Brann's romance with Tak, which was unconventional
but quite believable. And of course, I liked Yaril and Jaril.

But the succeeding trilogy was much weaker, particularly because Jo left
all the characters from the previous one out.

Lenore 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 12:05:10 GMT
From: oberd_r@cs.odu.edu (Richard Oberdorfer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re:Pending GRDickson books

Dani Zweig's recent listing of novels due out this year included a pair
under Gordon R. Dickson's name.  THE DRAGON,THE EARL, AND THE TROLL seems
an obvious addition to his DRAGON-KNIGHT series.  But I am especially
curious about the second title: OTHER.  Does anyone know if that is the
next CHILDE CYCLE novel?  We haven't had one since YOUNG BLEYS a couple of
years ago. At a convention just after BLEYS came out, Dickson indicated
that the next book in the cycle would deal with Bleys the MAN. OTHER seems
an appropriate title, given the use of that label in the last few novels.

Richard Oberdorfer

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 08:34:59 GMT
From: bwh@coppertone.cis.ufl.edu (Brian Hook)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Drake

Just read "Hammer's Slammers" and, well, I guess it was okay...I guess.
Sort of.  Is it just me, or do his short stories seem to be rather, um,
pointless?  I mean, I read the whole story and it just sort of ends.  No
"Wow!" or "Neat!" or "I wasn't expecting that!" - almost like a bad
B-movie.

Anyone recommend something that is more indicative of his "popular" style
(popular in that I had a lot of folks recommend his stuff to me)?

Thanks.

Brian Hook
bwh@cis.ufl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 17:42:17 GMT
From: marty@radarsun.jpl.nasa.gov (Marty Slade)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _The Living God_ OUT!

For those fans looking forward to finishing Duncan's "A Handful of Men"
series, the last book _The Living God_ is on the shelves in California as
of Friday.
   No spoilers, but while it's a VERY good read, the ending is not as
surprising as the end of "A Man of His Word." Of course, we understand more
about how this universe works after the first series. This volume is only
out in hardcover at this point, but the first 3 books are in paper. It was
worth buying hc for me - YMMV.

Martin Slade

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 14:35:39 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George Alec Effinger

jonkung@soda.berkeley.edu "Jonathan Kung" writes:
>Is Effinger still seriously ill?  That may be the reason for the lack of
>new stuff.

He's not well, but that's nothing new.  However, on CompuServe recently he
said that things were 'pretty rough' for a time, but for the last couple of
months things have been terrific and he's getting a lot of work done.
However, he didn't say what specifically he's working on...

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 00:11:25 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George Alec Effinger

Chris Croughton (chris@keris.demon.co.uk) wrote:
>He's not well, but that's nothing new.  However, on CompuServe recently he
>said that things were 'pretty rough' for a time, but for the last couple
>of months things have been terrific and he's getting a lot of work done.
>However, he didn't say what specifically he's working on...

   As someone who's read a lot of his stuff and enjoyed it, and met him
once and liked him, I'm glad to hear that.  But I'm one of those retro kind
of guys who think his best work was stuff like *What Entropy Means to Me*
and "All the Last Wars at Once."

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 20:12:22 GMT
From: dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G.A. Effinger

<ee@star.qmw.ac.uk> wrote:
>>If anyone else has read George Alec Effinger's novel _When Gravity
>>Fails_, or the other two in the same series (I haven't seen them yet),
>>I'd love to hear from you.
>
>In the back of the book it said there were two further stories with the
>same character - are they equally good ?

No.  I read _WGF_ and consider it to be an excellent novel, with a
conclusion, though not a happy one.  I read the sequel (when I read it,
there was only one sequel) and, though it is not a bad book, I would rather
I hadn't read it.

It is a little hard to explain, but I felt that the sequel (I think it was
called _A Fire in the Sun_, or something close to that) weakened or went
against the ending of _WGF_.

>The cover picture of the main character was *really* off.

Is this unusual?

David
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 21:38:00 GMT
From: C_Douglas_BAKER@umail.umd.edu (cb52)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: LIFEBLOOD by P.N. Elrod  Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

			  LIFEBLOOD by P.N. Elrod
		      Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

   I described Elrod's BLOODLIST, Book One of The Vampire Files as "comic
book quality action/adventure with a bit of the supernatural thrown in".
LIFEBLOOD, Book Two of The Vampire Files, is more of the same.  LIFEBLOOD
continues the saga of Jack Fleming, former reporter, part-time private
detective, full-time vampire.

   LIFEBLOOD brings back all the key characters from the previous novel and
the story pretty much picks up where BLOODLIST left off.  We find Fleming
still searching for the elusive Maureen, his lost love.  We also discover
more of Maureen's past and why she fled from Fleming in New York.  Jack
meets Maureen's sister, now a gnarled and bitter old woman, after she
responds to his advertisement in the personal column.  This meeting marks
the beginning of a life and death struggle for Jack.  He is chased by two
comical and inept vampire hunters who Fleming, not always so swift himself,
easily dupes.  But he also runs into a more diabolical and intelligent foe
who nearly kills him.

   LIFEBLOOD is actually better than the first novel because it is much
funnier and the plot is less thin.  Escott plays a key role in his
investigation of Maureen's past and once again has to save Fleming's
vampiric hide (which I guess is kind of a spoiler but you knew he would
pull through, right?).  Elrod again does a nice job of providing humor and
creating entertaining characters And Fleming continues to have an
unfortunate proclivity for getting shot in the head or otherwise severely
mangled.  It all makes for good if not clean (blood stains) fun.

Title:      Lifeblood
Author:     P.N. Elrod
City:       New York
Date:       1990
Publisher:  Ace  $3.95 (pbk)
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-84776-5 (pbk)
Pages:      202

C. Douglas Baker
cb52@umail.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 15:47:16 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alan Dean Foster

The good news: Yes, Foster is writing another Pip & Flinx novel and another
Commonwealth novel.

The bad news: The first is tentatively scheduled for fall of '95, the
second for fall of '96.

Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
201 East 50th Street
NY NY 10022 USA
ekh@panix.com
E.Harris1@GEnie.geis.com

------------------------------
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Date: 27 Feb 94 19:08:30 GMT
From: CFB103@psuvm.psu.edu (cfb103)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PKD

hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty) says:
>Rick Klaw (klutz@bga.com) wrote:
[various intelligent comments about PKD's work deleted]
>>What other PKD have you read?  May I suggest UBIK and THE THREE STIGMATA
>>OF PALMER ELDRITCH if you haven't read them yet.  They are two of my
>>favorites and are often considered to be in the top 5 PKD books.
>
>        I'd also suggest those, and MARTIAN TIME-SLIP.

I'd have to add RADIO FREE ALBEMUTH. I know that a lot of people don't like
this book, and it's not the greatest thing he wrote, but it is emotionally
very powerful. It also examines all the standard PKD themes - religious
experience, the nature of reality, etc..

And of course, THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE was undoubtedly his greatest
work, although it depressed the hell out of me.

Josh Munn

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 14:15:33 GMT
From: B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PKD

jdoree@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca wrote:
>I just finished reading _Dues Irae_ by Dick/Zelazny and enjoyed it 

The usual question is how can two such talented writers produce such a crap
book? One would have expected a masterpiece from them, and perhaps there
would have been, only the collaboration seemed to be a real hodge-podge,
not planned at all. And why has no one mentioned _Ubik_ as a good PKD to
start with?

Barry Traish
93 Stanningley Road
Armley, Leeds LS12 3NW UK
B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 18:12:44 GMT
From: CFB103@psuvm.psu.edu (cfb103)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PKD

B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH) says:
>The usual question is how can two such talented writers produce such a
>crap book? One would have expected a masterpiece from them, and perhaps
>there would have been, only the collaboration seemed to be a real
>hodge-podge, not planned at all. And why has no one mentioned _Ubik_ as a
>good PKD to start with?

Well, the answer to the first question is easy enough. They didn't work
together on the book. Deus Irae was a book that Dick had worked on for
awhile, got stuck and gave up on. Zelazny was later asked (by the
publisher, one would assume) to try and get the book into workable shape.
It wasn't great Dick to start with, and it not being a collaboration
certainly didn't help.

Josh Munn

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 21:28:15 GMT
From: gordon@research.canon.oz.au (Gordon Clare)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PKD

I personally enjoyed "A Scanner Darkly" and "Confessions of a Crap Artist"
more than others.  A lot of Dickian stuff is good, though.  Along with all
the other recommendations you'll be getting, just go out and buy anything
and everything of his that you see :-)

Gordon Clare
Canon Information Systems Research Australia 
P.O. Box 313
North Ryde, NSW, Australia 2113 
gordon@research.canon.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 22:45:32 GMT
From: torkel@sics.se (Torkel Franzen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: P.K. Dick and THE DIVINE INVASION

marco@EMAIL.NCSC.NAVY.MIL writes:
>I highly recommend Dick's novel THE DIVINE INVASION, along with the
>related novels RADIO FREE ALBEMUTH, UBIK, and THE TRANSMIGRATION OF
>TIMOTHY ARCHER.

  On the other hand, The Divine Invasion, Radio Free Albemuth, and The
Transmigration of Timothy Archer are tiresome drivel. Ubik is a very fine
novel, though, as are most of his books.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 07:27:10 GMT
From: pwh@bradley.bradley.edu (Pete Hartman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: P.K. Dick and THE DIVINE INVASION

torkel@sics.se (Torkel Franzen) writes:
>  On the other hand, The Divine Invasion, Radio Free Albemuth, and The
>Transmigration of Timothy Archer are tiresome drivel. Ubik is a very fine
>novel, though, as are most of his books.

To each their own.  I personally found Timothy Archer to be my favorite of
Dick's novels.

One could also hardly leave out VALIS as an important member of the set
relating to his visions.

Pete Hartman
Bradley University
pwh@bradley.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 08:16:11 GMT
From: nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu (Norman Morin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PKD

NORM'S TWELVE ESSENTIAL DICKS  (Maybe I should rephrase that)

Time Out of Joint
Confessions of a Crap Artist
The Man in the High Castle
Martian Time-Slip
Dr. Bloodmoney
The Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch
Do Andoids Dream of Electric Sheep?
UBIK
Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said
A Scanner Darkly
VALIS
The Transmigration of Timothy Archer

He has quite a few other very good books.  If I had to pick my hundred best
sci-fi, these twelve would certainly be on it.  They are as good as any
other sci-fi (or anything else) I've read.  He was arguably the first real
genius in science fiction, methinks.  A SCANNER DARKLY and VALIS are my
favorite novels.  Period.

Norman Morin
Department of Economics
University of California, San Diego
nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 10:14:00 GMT
From: alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: P.K. DICK AND THE DIVINE

> I highly recommend Dick's novel THE DIVINE INVASION, along with the
> related novels RADIO FREE ALBEMUTH, UBIK, and THE TRANSMIGRATION OF
> TIMOTHY ARCHER.  I say they are related because

I'd like to butt in here with a comment.  First of all, _Ubik_ is not part
of the _VALIS_ trilogy.  The order of the novels were _VALIS_, _The
Transmigration of Timothy Archer_ and _The Divine Invasion_.

_Radio Free Albemuth_ was Dick's gift to the private collection of his
friend Tim Powers and is a continuation of the original _VALIS_ novel.

> to himself.  It is not clear that these stories are made up.  If you
> simply read them as novels, you'll find Dick to be a fantastic
> storyteller.  However, the stories may be read as

They are all fictional.  Dick admitted that; but they contain elements of
Dick's original March 1974 experience following a dental operation where he
received a drug that did not seem to wear off.

Dick wrote some eight thousand pages longhand about the incident; the
details are describes in his novel, and whereas _Transmigration_ and _The
Divine Invasion_ are further extrapolations on this theme, Dick mainly
provided the elements of his experience to make interesting stories in the
same old vein, though now tinted with religious speculation.

In this respect _VALIS_ wasn't much of a story.  Consequently I didn't
enjoy it very much myself.

> "true" or "intended to be true", in which case Dick was either insane (a
> possibility he admits), a spinner of epic tall tales, or a Prophet.

He was a bit of everything, I suppose. :)

> You might want to read THE TRANSMIGRATION OF TIMOTHY ARCHER before you
> read the other books, since it is more clearly autobiographical and
> provides a context grounded in "reality" for the other stories.

I would suggest reading _VALIS_ and _Radio Free Albemuth_ first, granted
that one actually manages to do so.  On the other hand, I would not
immediately recommend these two books to anyone who isn't familiar with
Dick's writings.

_The Divine Invasion_, at least, may be read at any time; it was a hugely
enjoyable book and perhaps his most enjoyable.

Do you have his collected short stories?  Highly recommendable, a
five-volume collection spanning his whole career; published on Grafton.

Alexander Staubo
alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 10:27:00 GMT
From: alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: P.K. DICK AND THE DI

>   On the other hand, The Divine Invasion, Radio Free Albemuth, and The
> Transmigration of Timothy Archer are tiresome drivel. Ubik is a very fine
> novel, though, as are most of his books.

Depends on your priorities.  Some people aren't interested in God.  I found
_The Divine Invasion_ to be one of his best books, as interesting as his
other classics such as _Ubik_.

_VALIS_ and _Radio Free Albemuth_ may be rejected as drivel.  They are, at
least, not very interesting to read as stories, nor very comprehendable.

Alexander Staubo
alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 10:45:00 GMT
From: alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: PKD

> What other PKD have you read?  May I suggest UBIK and THE THREE STIGMATA
> OF PALMER ELDRITCH if you haven't read them yet.  They are two of my
> favorites and are often considered to be in the top 5 PKD books.

What about _Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said_?  It's definitely one of my
favourites, and a more "mainstream"-oriented novel than some of his others.
He also has some straight mainstream, such as _The Broken Bubble_.

Some people dislike _A Maze of Death_ (1970), but I liked it; it was
interesting as an experiment, and also one of the first VR novels.  And
let's not forget _Martian Time-Slip_, _Eye in the Sky_, _Now Wait for Last
Year_, _The Man in the High Castle_, _Do Androids Dream of Electric
Sheep?_, _A Scanner Darkly_, _The Game-Players of Titan_ or all the rest of
his terrific books. :)

I'm reading _The World Jones Made_ right now.  It looks like drivel, and
none of my few Dickhead friends on the nets have read it.  Also, there's
_Confessions of a Crap Artists_ which I might order from Vintage Books.

Alexander Staubo
alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 15:00:15 GMT
From: frank@fnbc.com (Frank Mitchell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: P.K. Dick and THE DIVINE INVASION

pwh@bradley.bradley.edu (Pete Hartman) writes:
> To each their own.  I personally found Timothy Archer to be my favorite
> of Dick's novels.

Agreed, at least that it's among the best.  It more resembles his
mainstream work than his SF (although better written, I think), and there's
an atmosphere of sorrow and weariness in _Transmigration_ - over lost
friends, over old wounds that never really healed, over time wasted on
elusive visions and half-baked theories to describe them.  It's very
different from anything else he wrote.

As for the VALIS group (VALIS, Radio Free Albemuth, and The Divine
Invasion) - well, I'm not too fond of them.  There's a little bit too much
of the wild-eyed mystic in them, although his sense of humor, and his
humanism, occasionally shine through.

PKDs "Top Ten Novels" is a matter of what one likes about his work - his
"reality twists", his metaphysics (pre-VALIS or post-VALIS), or his
humanism and how much one weights craftsmanship.  _Ubik_ is shoddily
crafted but brilliant despite that; _Man in the High Castle_ is polished
but otherwise undistinguished.

I think his work will endure simply because so many people see so many
things in it.

Frank Mitchell
frank@fnbc.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 16:42:32 GMT
From: fnord@panix.com (Cliff Heller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: P.K. Dick and THE DIVINE INVASION

frank@fnbc.com (Frank Mitchell) writes:
>As for the VALIS group (VALIS, Radio Free Albemuth, and The Divine
>Invasion) - well, I'm not too fond of them.  There's a little bit too much
>of the wild-eyed mystic in them, although his sense of humor, and his
>humanism, occasionally shine through.

"Wild-eyed mystic"?  Perhaps, although I found Radio Free Albemuth to be
heavy on the paranoid schizophrenic side.  Right down to the main
characters being PKD's own split personality.  This is, of course, why I
immensely enjoyed the book.  Perhaps it's because I read it second, but I
found The Divine Invasion to be a bit of a rehash and I wasn't enthralled
by all the religiosity.

fnord@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 19:35:47 GMT
From: klutz@bga.com (Rick Klaw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PKD

Norman Morin <nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu> wrote:
>NORM'S TWELVE ESSENTIAL DICKS  (Maybe I should rephrase that)
>
>Time Out of Joint
>Confessions of a Crap Artist
>The Man in the High Castle
>Martian Time-Slip
>Dr. Bloodmoney
>The Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch
>Do Andoids Dream of Electric Sheep?
>UBIK
>Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said
>A Scanner Darkly
>VALIS
>The Transmigration of Timothy Archer

This list is interesting.  Mine is very similar except that I find DR
BLOODMONEY unreadable.

>He has quite a few other very good books.  If I had to pick my hundred
>best sci-fi, these twelve would certainly be on it.  They are as good as
>any other sci-fi (or anything else) I've read.  He was arguably the first
>real genius in science fiction, methinks.  A SCANNER DARKLY and VALIS are
>my favorite novels.  Period.

You right about the genuis part.  It should be mentioned that there is a
wonderful PKD bio titled DIVINE INVASIONS by Lawrence Sutin.  Fascinating
reading.

BTW, my favorite PKD is UBIK.

Rick

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 18:57:57 GMT
From: sjs@pine.cse.nau.edu (Susan J Starr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PKD

I'm haven't seen anyone mentions _The Game Players of Titan_.  I really
enjoyed that one, although I could never really tell what was going on in
the story.  Of course, that is true of most PKD books.

I think my favorite is the one with narc who ends up spying on himself.  I
can't recall the title.

Susan Starr
sjs@pine.cse.nau.edu
sstarr@phxdg1.apo.lc.usbr.gov

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 23:27:00 GMT
From: alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: PKD

> Confessions of a Crap Artist

Say, I haven't read this novel (I'll be ordering the Vintage Books version
any day now), but this isn't about the same J. Isidore as in _Do Androids
Dream of Electric Sheep?_, is it?  Just curious.

> arguably the first real genius in science fiction, methinks.  A SCANNER
> DARKLY and VALIS are my favorite novels.  Period.

Strange view; I liked the speculative part of _VALIS_, but it was hardly a
very enjoyable science fiction novel.  Granted, it is more mainstream and
disturbing than SF, but it was far from entertaining, or archetypical Dick.

I did enjoy _The Divine Invasion_ immensely; that was a real novel.

_A Maze of Death_ ain't so bad either - though Dick should have sticked to
the "lunatic experiment" plot than opting for a virtual reality conclusion.

Alexander Staubo
alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 04:44:50 GMT
From: klutz@bga.com (Rick Klaw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PKD

Susan J Starr <sjs@pine.cse.nau.edu> wrote:
>I think my favorite is the one with narc who ends up spying on himself.  I
>can't recall the title.

SCANNER DARKLY

Rick

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 09:53:56 GMT
From: nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu (Norman Morin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: P.K. DICK AND THE DIVINE

alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo) writes:
>> I highly recommend Dick's novel THE DIVINE INVASION, along with the
>> related novels RADIO FREE ALBEMUTH, UBIK, and THE TRANSMIGRATION OF
>> TIMOTHY ARCHER.  I say they are related because
>
>I'd like to butt in here with a comment.  First of all, _Ubik_ is not part
>of the _VALIS_ trilogy.  The order of the novels were _VALIS_, _The
>Transmigration of Timothy Archer_ and _The Divine Invasion_.
>
>_Radio Free Albemuth_ was Dick's gift to the private collection of his
>friend Tim Powers and is a continuation of the original _VALIS_ novel.

Pretty close: The correct order is VALIS, The Divine Invasion, and The
Transmigration of Timothy Archer, Radio Free Albemuth, although published
posthumously, was written before VALIS.  Indeed, His publisher wanted about
a 10% rewrite on Radio Free Albemuth, which he didn't want to do, so he did
a 95% rewrite which became VALIS.  One can easily read them without reading
the others.  Although I believe VALIS to be his best novel, I wouldn't read
it for my first PKD novel.

Norman Morin
Department of Economics
University of California, San Diego
nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 21:36:00 GMT
From: alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: P.K. DICK AND THE DI

> Although I believe VALIS to be his best novel, I wouldn't read it for my
> first PKD novel.

How can you think of _VALIS_ as his best?  I think that's a pretty weird
conception.  I "hated" _VALIS_ because I expected a very interesting
science fiction novel.  I loved it for what it obviously was trying to do,
but neither facts makes it my best choice.

I believe Dick stated his erratic philosophies best when doing it
indirectly, within a story - when written *as* philosophy, it becomes
obscure, hard to understand besides Dick's powerful voice in that novel,
the story still lacks a real "heart."

That he also rejects a couple of hundred different speculations in one
great swipe (in the final pages), is to me very strange.

Alexander Staubo
alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Dick & Henderson (3 msgs) & Kay &
                         Kress (4 msgs) & Kurtz (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 16:01:30 GMT
From: rickk@emu.com (Rick Kleffel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: P.K. Dick and THE DIVINE INVASION

torkel@sics.se (Torkel Franzen) writes:
>  On the other hand, The Divine Invasion, Radio Free Albemuth, and The
>Transmigration of Timothy Archer are tiresome drivel. Ubik is a very fine
>novel, though, as are most of his books.

"Tiresome drivel"?  Sheesh, what are readers coming to these days?

Ubik is surely *NOT* related to The Divine Invasion, Radio Free Albemuth,
Valis and The Transmigration of Timothy Archer.

However, this does bring up an interesting point about "The Divine
Invasion" quartet versus other PKD writings.  They are quite different
stylistically, and if you're only interested in straight SF, I'd say avoid
the TDI quartet.

Most of Dick's novels - "Ubik", the "Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch",
"Martian Time Slip", seem to use typical SF devices to make ontological and
existential doubts come alive.  The TDI quartet, written during PKD's
finaly years, are more slices of life from a paranoid schizophrenic's
point-of-view, with SF-fears as the basis for paranoid schizophrenia.
While it's understandable that some may not like this approach, if you're
at all interested in states of mental illness, the TDI quartet is surely
worth looking into.

But be warned, once you start reading the TDI quartet, they'll know, and
start monitoring your life from the Eye In The Sky.

Rick Kleffel
Scotts Valley, Ca
rickk@emu.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 14:51:18 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zenna Henderson

aa396@cleveland.Freenet.Edu "Bill Henley" writes:
>Yes, Zenna Henderson (a writer whose work I also have enjoyed) has been
>dead for a number of years.  And I have heard (though I could be mistaken
>on this) that due to some kind of legal tangle involving her estate and
>the publication rights to her work, her books are out of print and likely
>to remain so indefinitely.  Can anyone confirm or deny this?

As far as I know, The People Collection (which contains Pilgrimage and No
Different Flesh plus some from her other collections, oddly missing a
couple of People-connected stories and including at least one that appears
not to be connected) is still in print in Britain.

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 11:28:00 GMT
From: IRH%A1%UTRC@mrgate.utc.com ("Irene R. Harrison  727-7415", 203)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Zenna Henderson

For those of you looking for the 'collection' of Zenna Henderson's short
stories This was THE PEOPLE COLLECTION, 1991, UK:Corgi pap L5.99, Zenna
Henderson.  This contains "Zenna Henderson-An Appreciation" by Anne
McCaffrey.  I do not believe that it contains new material.

Irene Harrison
irh@utrc.utc.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 06:15:45 GMT
From: richbrandt@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zenna Henderson

lipton@dorsai.dorsai.org (Robert Bryan Lipton) wrote:
>Wasn't there a tv movie based on THE PEOPLE in the seventies?

Yes, indeed; directed by John Korty, executive producer Francis Ford
Coppola, starring Kim Darby, Diane Varsi, Dan O'Herlihy and featuring the
reliable William Shatner.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 04:31:10 GMT
From: ghirarde@wam.umd.edu (Judith Ellen Ghirardelli)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Song For Arbonne question; mild spoilers

SPOILERS for both _Tigana_ and _A Song for Arbonne_.

I think the reasons that I liked _Tigana_ more are 1) I was not able to
guess what was coming up.  I guessed in aSfA - maybe this has more to do
with aSfA being the fifth Kay book I have read, where _Tigana_ was the
first. And 2) I think _Tigana_ had more stand up and cheer parts.  The way
the good guys manipulated things was amazing. The way they and Dianora were
always doing things to ruin Alberico's plans was great!  In aSfA, I only
really cheered twice - once with regard to Blaise's brother, and the other
about Urte.  Funny, the only parts I really cheered about entailed people I
did not care for doing a good thing.  Whereas in _Tigana_, the cheering
parts were numerous.

So this is why I preferred _Tigana_ to AsfA.  The latter is still a good
book, and much better than most out there.  And I am sure I will reread it
(it has to be "good" by my standards if I am to ever reread it).  All IMO
of course; I did not go into any details before as to why I preferred the
one, so I thought I might now.

Judy Ghirardelli
ghirarde@oraac.gsfc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 20:44:26 GMT
From: piaw@steelhead.cs.washington.edu (Piaw Na)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kress' Beggars in Spain

Now that this is out in paper back...  I bought it and stayed up half the
night reading it.

Is it just me, or does anyone else feel that the extension of the
novella/short story/whatever didn't add too much to the story?  It was
entertaining, but by about halfway through the book, I knew what was going
to happen...

Then again, I found Roger Camden more interesting than Leisha Camden.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 06:26:54 GMT
From: emilyb@netcom.com (Emily Breed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kress' Beggars in Spain

<piaw@steelhead.cs.washington.edu> wrote:
>Is it just me, or does anyone else feel that the extension of the
>novella/short story/whatever didn't add too much to the story?  It was
>entertaining, but by about halfway through the book, I knew what was going
>to happen...

I got this a week ago, and stayed up too late reading it.  :-) I haven't
read the original novella, but the book did have the feel of something that
had been expanded.  It seemed to lag in a few places (which I found quite
noticeable because the rest was so engrossing), which made me wonder if
they were the parts that had been added.

Is her book *Brainrose* worth getting?

Emily Breed
emilyb@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 07:38:06 GMT
From: brad@clarinet.com (Brad Templeton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kress' Beggars in Spain

I really like Nancy Kress as a writer and she's a nice person, too, and I
can also highly recommend the novel Beggars in Spain, which I read last
fall.

However, I don't think it will win the Hugo.  I suspect that when part of a
novel has already won the Hugo and Nebula, as the first section of Beggars
in Spain did, people then ask for the rest of the novel to be as much above
the novella as the novella was above ordinary fare.  I.e. if you want two
Hugos for this story, you have to wow us beyond belief.  I think the Fall
of Hyperion, which was really Hyperion part II, ran into a bit of this as
well.

Brad Templeton
ClariNet Communications Corp.
San Jose, CA
408/296-0366

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 01:43:59 GMT
From: rlee@hookup.net (Ray Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kress' Beggars in Spain

Everyone seems to be bowled over by Kress and BIS, so I guess I must be one
of the few who didn't care for it. I found the writing choppy and episodic,
the characters cardboard and 2-dimensional, and (an experience for me that
borders on the unique) decided to abandon it almost half-way through.  I
wasn't interested in the plot ot the protagonists, and the style was a
tremendous barrier.

Should I try something else of hers, or is this typical?

Ray Lee

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 22:19:38 GMT
From: alisonb@cats.ucsc.edu (Alison Breeze)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Jon Brater) writes:
(inserting spoilers I hope!)
>of Culdi for playing such a pivotal role in King Javan's fall.  Since
>DERYNI RISING makes no mention of the Ordo Custodes Fidei (though it's
>been years sinve I read DERYNI RISING), there is reason to believe
>Paulin's Order will

   I always get Latin names horribly confused :) but wasn't Ordo Custodes
Fidei mentioned in Quest for Saint Camber? I'm referring to the scene when
Kelson was talking to the assembled bishops. The priest in question was
questioning Kelson about his knowledge on how Deryni were kept from
becoming priest.  
   Wasn't there a de Courcy in the books of Kelson's time?

Alison
alisonb@cats.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 02:46:30 GMT
From: jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Jon Brater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

1) I agree with your memory regarding DeCourcy.  I believe a DeCourcy was
the Deryni tutor of Kelson's nephew Conall in QUEST FOR SAINT CAMBER.
Since Guiscard died in KING JAVAN'S YEAR, this implies that Etienne
survives and has another son.

2) Upon closer reading of the end of KING JAVAN'S YEAR, I doubt the
Custodes Knight was Dimitri, but Earl Udaut had to be under Dimitri's
control somehow.

3) If it is true that King Javan kept Earl Richard Murdoch of Carthane off
his Council after the Duel between Hrorik and Murdoch (where Murdoch died),
then Richard had no business coming to Rhemuth with his castellan Sir
Gideon and the men-at-arms that executed the palace coup, to say nothing of
sitting on the Council where Prince Rhys Michael presided and was betrayed.
If Javan did name Richard to his Council, we would say in hindsight that he
committed a major blunder by letting Richard put his foot in the door of
the royal palace at Rhemuth.

You may be right about the Ordo Custodes Fidei surviving into Kelson's day.
I don't have my Kelson books with me up here.  They're all at home.  All
I've got is KING JAVAN'S YEAR.

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 03:00:35 GMT
From: jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Jon Brater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

I cite page 32 of KING JAVAN'S YEAR regarding Richard's prospects for
getting on Javan's Council:

"...Manfred's pimply-faced son Iver, whom almost no one liked, Earl
Murdoch's two sons also were present - the randy and devious Sir Richard,
who was married to the constable's daughter, and the burly bully Cashel,
but a year older than Javan and the king, who was constantly spoiling for a
fight and was good enough to win most of them.  They were but a few of the
new blood the former regents were attempting to insert into the Council of
Gwynedd - and would do so, Javan decided then and there, literally over his
dead body."

Hmm, Richard married to Earl Udaut's daughter...  This is a mundane reason
for Udaut's betrayal, but I prefer to believe Udaut was controlled by
Dimitri.

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 04:01:07 GMT
From: quinnmj@cs.curtin.edu.au (Matthew Quinn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

alisonb@cats.ucsc.edu (Alison Breeze) writes:
>(inserting spoilers I hope!)
>>of Culdi for playing such a pivotal role in King Javan's fall.  Since
>>DERYNI RISING makes no mention of the Ordo Custodes Fidei (though it's
>>been years sinve I read DERYNI RISING), there is reason to believe
>>Paulin's Order will

Arilan was ordained at a seminary called Arx Fidei which seems by name to
have a link to the Custodes, especially since they had control over all
seminaries and teaching in Gwynedd.  Maybe they settled down into a
"normal" order. :-)

>I always get Latin names horribly confused :) but wasn't Ordo Custodes
>Fidei mentioned in Quest for Saint Camber? I'm referring to the scene when
>Kelson was talking to the assembled bishops. The priest in question was
>questioning Kelson about his knowledge on how Deryni were kept from
>becoming priest.
>
>Wasn't there a de Courcy in the books of Kelson's time?

Wasn't Jorian in "The Priesting of Arilan" a de Courcy?

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 19:01:07 GMT
From: dragon@access3.digex.net (Covert C Beach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: KJY Results + Minor Captive Kings Spoilers

Jon Brater <jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu> wrote:
>The end of KING JAVAN'S YEAR is just as disheartening as the end of SAINT
>CAMBER.  Why does Katherine Kurtz do this to me?  Javan didn't even get a
>chance to have a duel arcane against Dimitri, which is what I was wanting.
>After all, Dimitri never knew Javan & Co. were aware of him.  Javan also
>didn't get a chance to accuse Dimitri publicly of being a Festillic agent.

I don't know if Dimitri gets killed in the next book, but he is put to good
use.  Trust me on this one.

>Fortunately, my birthday is June 5, so I can ask my parents to buy me THE
>BASTARD PRINCE.  My fond hope is that we will (per KING JAVAN'S YEAR, page
>219) see the deaths of Dimitri, Vicar General Paulin, and Earl Manfred
>McInnis of Culdi for playing such a pivotal role in King Javan's fall.
>Since DERYNI RISING makes no mention of the Ordo Custodes Fidei (though
>it's been years sinve I read DERYNI RISING), there is reason to believe
>Paulin's Order will begin to fade as well, though Albertus as Earl Marshal
>is still the best military commander Gwynedd has, and he will be needed
>when Prince Marek of Festil makes his Torenthi-supported bid for the
>throne of Gwynedd.

Katherine has told me that most of the above are given appropriate fates in
the next book.  Paulin and Rhun almost for certain.

I think that the OCF is probably around only as a teaching order by the
time of Kelson.  So much a part of the regular background that no one
notices.  However I also suspect that at some point the Militant arm was
suppressed by a strong King as a threat to the public safety.  The more
extreme Deryni hunting/keep them out of the church arm also probably
separated and became the 'secret order' hinted at in the priesting of
Arilan and the King's Justice.  (Where Gorony probably learned his fine
tuned knowlege of merasha)

The best military commanders in Gwynedd (in terms of both skill and
loyalty) is probably Earl Horik of Eastmarch followed by Earl Seghere of
Marley.  Both of them were given their earldoms for outstanding service on
the campaign to subdue Kheldour.

>I also wondered why Earl Richard of Carthane, Murdoch's son, had a seat in
>Council on the day of the palace coup when Prince Rhys Michael was
>presiding.  Javan did confirm Richard as Earl, but he never said, "I name
>Richard, Earl of Carthane, to my Council."  Far better to have kept
>Murdoch's seat vacant, or filled it one of Javan's supporters.

I have said before that I would have done things different from Javan.
(Including executing Paulin immediately for the business about Javan's
vows), but given how Javan viewed things - that it was better to get the
potential trouble makers to have to come to court periodically so he could
keep an eye on them.  I can see why Richard had a seat on the Council.  He
also probably considered it a peace-making gesture, to keep him on the
council to show that there would be no furthur royal reprisals.

>Finally, Baron Etienne de Courcy may have escaped, and could make a
>surprise appearance in Council sometime when King Rhys Michael needs his
>support.  Earl Udaut is also fundamentally loyal, but must have been
>controlled by Dimitri (the Custodes knight in Council) on the day of the
>coup.  All we need is a member of the Camberian Council getting his hands
>on Udaut to restore his loyalties to the Haldane King.

I don't think Udaut was controlled.  Richard was his son-in-law. He had
also seen the royalist that he made a gesture to visibly support (Horik) by
standing at his side at the duel, proceed to leave the father of his
son-in-law to die an agonizing slow death.  This might have caused him to
reconsider.  Particularly since Javan never really took him into his
confidence the way he did Charlan, Lord Jerowen, and the deCourcys.

Covert C Beach
dragon@access.digex.net 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 19:07:40 GMT
From: dragon@access3.digex.net (Covert C Beach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

Alison Breeze <alisonb@cats.ucsc.edu> wrote:
>I always get Latin names horribly confused :) but wasn't Ordo Custodes
>Fidei mentioned in Quest for Saint Camber? I'm referring to the scene when
>Kelson was talking to the assembled bishops. The priest in question was
>questioning Kelson about his knowledge on how Deryni were kept from
>becoming priest.

If memory serves, the cleric in question was of the Ordo Vox Dei: the Order
of the Voice of God.

>Wasn't there a de Courcy in the books of Kelson's time?

Not strictly of Kelson's time.  During Morgan's youth (sometime between age
9 when he was sent to court, and age 14 when he became Duke of Corwin and
didn't have to take this sort of crap anymore) it was said in the Quest for
St. Camber that some vicious soul had dragged the King's pet Deryni to see
the burning of Jorian deCourcy.  Which is shown from a closer point of view
in the Priesting of Arilan.

Covert C Beach
dragon@access.digex.net 
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Kurtz (2 msgs) & Lichtenberg (4 msgs) &
                      McCaffrey & Morressy & Robinson (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 19:22:44 GMT
From: dragon@access3.digex.net (Covert C Beach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

Jon Brater <jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu> wrote:
>1) I agree with your memory regarding DeCourcy.  I believe a DeCourcy was
>the Deryni tutor of Kelson's nephew Conall in QUEST FOR SAINT CAMBER.
>Since Guiscard died in KING JAVAN'S YEAR, this implies that Etienne
>survives and has another son.

I believe you are thinking of Tiercel de Claron.  Close, but not quite the
same.  I make a lot of mistakes like that if I haven't read a book in many
years.

>2) Upon closer reading of the end of KING JAVAN'S YEAR, I doubt the
>Custodes Knight was Dimitri, but Earl Udaut had to be under Dimitri's
>control somehow.

I think that Udaut defected because Richard went to him and said,
"Father-in-Law, by all that is Holy! How can you live with yourself for
standing by that butcher from Eastmarch who left my father to die a slow
agonizing death rather than kill him cleanly in a fair fight?  How can you
continue to support a King who allowed that Deryni skum Oriel to refuse to
help my father?" Etc, etc..

>3) If it is true that King Javan kept Earl Richard Murdoch of Carthane off
>his Council after the Duel between Hrorik and Murdoch (where Murdoch
>died), then Richard had no business coming to Rhemuth with his castellan
>Sir Gideon and the men-at-arms that executed the palace coup, to say
>nothing of sitting on the Council where Prince Rhys Michael presided and
>was betrayed.  If Javan did name Richard to his Council, we would say in
>hindsight that he committed a major blunder by letting Richard put his
>foot in the door of the royal palace at Rhemuth.

In hindsight Javan made a lot of mistakes:

  1) not executing Paulin immediately, and his brother too. 

  2) not immediately sending envoys to Claibourne, Eastmarch and Marley to
     cement private alliances to balance the military power held by the
     former regents.

  3) not actively seeking to separate Earl Tammeron from the other former
     Regents, so the more evil ones could be more easily destroyed.

  4) not cultivating the loyalty of more young nobles his own age (other
     than Tambert, who was too young to be useful) surely some of the
     Regent's or other major noble offspring could have been converted into
     royalists.

Given the way Javan operated, letting Richard have his father's seat on the
council was probably intended as a peace gesture - in the false hope that
the reprisals would end there.

Covert C Beach
dragon@access.digex.net 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 21:03:34 GMT
From: jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Jon Brater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: KJY Results + Minor Captive Kings Spoilers

Hmm...  Yep, you could be right about Udaut.  Murdoch was his
Brother-in-Law, as you say.  We are given no futher evidence of Udaut's
loyalty after Murdoch's death, and Udaut made no such statements that could
be Truth-Read after that point.

Gwynedd has a lot of good military commanders.  For the former Regents,
Earl Manfred McInnis of Culdi and Grand Master Albertus of the Ordo
Custodes Fidei both held the office of Earl Marshal, and joined forces to
kill Javan and defeat his Haldane lancers.  We don't necessarily want to be
Stalin and purge our Generals before Hitler (in this case, the Festillic
Prince Marek) makes his move.  Finally, on page 310, KJY, Javan says that
Rhun is as good a military commander as Albertus.

Of course, it is clear that none of these military commanders are loyal to
a strong Haldane monarch.  For these reasons, Earls Hrorik and Sighere are
indeed valuable, as you say.  Since we know Rhys Michael is going to be
dead in 6 years (the appendix is a spoiler), there will be a 10-Year
Regency for his son, King Owain.  We can only hope that we kill enough old
Regents in TBP that Rhys Michael's Council (future Regents) leans more
loyal and includes Duke Graham, Earl Hrorik, Earl Sighere, Fane
Fitz-Arthur, etc..

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 05:51:36 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sime/Gen Universe

bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris) writes:
>I've always had a little bit of an uncomfortable feeling that the 'Simes'
>were a not-very-well disguised metaphor for 'males' in this series.

Hmm.  I never got that impression.  I don't think the tentacles are _that_
phallic. :-)

>Aside from that reservation, I thought it was generally OK.  Even if it
>wasn't hard SF - no "Nager field disruptor gernades" here.  [A
>hypothetical weapon which would disorient or stun Simes by creating
>intense values of the hypothetical Nager field, to which Gens were
>insensitive.  At the very least, it would inhibit the use of their extra
>senses.]

Yes, but the retainers that Simes had to wear in Gen territory served to
block their use of the nageric sense.

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 05:54:17 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sime/Gen Universe

mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner) writes:
>The later books, however, piled so many psychic powers on the favored Sime
>families that Gens and ordinary Simes seemed quite irrelevant--a kind of
>power escalation that you often see late in series, and for me this
>destroyed the interest.

So does anyone know if the series is finished?  It seems like there's room
for more.  I'd especially like to see how the human race split into Simes
and Gens.  (In _Unto Zeor, Forever_, there are hints that it was due to
genetic manipulation that got out of control.)

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 15:52:20 GMT
From: thomas71@potsdam.edu (T.M. Thomas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sime/Gen Universe

  I was just about dancing around the computer lab when I saw Sime/Gen
Universe!!  I'll agree that they might not be the best written series (the
prequels to Rimon Farris day are somewhat emotionally predictable) but all
in all, it's one of my favorite series.
   Has anyone heard anything lately from the fandom people?  Last time I
wrote I received no response, and i have a couple of short stories here for
them that I'd like to send.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 23:02:56 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sime/Gen Universe

drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer) writes:
>bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris) writes:
>>I've always had a little bit of an uncomfortable feeling that the 'Simes'
>>were a not-very-well disguised metaphor for 'males' in this series.
>
>Hmm.  I never got that impression.  I don't think the tentacles are _that_
>phallic. :-)

Anything longer than it is wide is a phallic symbol :-).  The Simes also
worried about their tentacles a lot :-) :-) [Actually, they were rather
fragile].

In addition, there was a rather notable lack of sexual relations among the
characters in the first book (or maybe two) - this was rectified later on
in the series, where inter-personal relationships were broadened a bit.

I'd say it is at least as sexual as Rice's vampire stories.  YMMV.

>>Aside from that reservation, I thought it was generally OK.  Even if it
>>wasn't hard SF - no "Nager field disruptor gernades" here.  [A
>>hypothetical weapon which would disorient or stun Simes by creating
>>intense values of the hypothetical Nager field, to which Gens were
>>insensitive.  At the very least, it would inhibit the use of their extra
>>senses.]
>
>Yes, but the retainers that Simes had to wear in Gen territory served to
>block their use of the nageric sense.

Hmmm - I don't recall that.  Maybe I never got that far in the series (?).

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 18:53:03 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SF/F Books Coming in 1994

dani@netcom.com "Dani Zweig" writes:
>Anne McCaffrey and Jody Lynn Nye, Treaty at Doona, Ace, Sept

This is out in the UK, called Treaty Planet.  I don't know if that's a
planned name change for the US market.  The book is, in my opinion, a lot
better written than Crisis on Doona (also Jody Lynn Nye).

Anne McCaffrey and Elizabeth Scarborough are currently working on the third
"Powers That Be" novel (I enjoyed the first one, BTW)...

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 13:35:00 GMT
From: Alexandra_Haropulos.McLean_CSD@xerox.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Morressy

Do you wish to take the panegyric as read, or shall I go into detail?...
Briefly, Morressy is a STUPENDOUS writer of prose, and he uses the language
in such a supple manner that he can convincingly convey emotions that many
other writers in these benighted days never even wot of.  He can also
convincingly craft tales of the heroic (the Greymantle series), humor and
fantasy (the Kedrigern series), and space opera (much of the rest). There
is an erudite and very human being behind this typewriter.

The magazine "Science Fiction Chronicles" said last fall that Morressy had
been ill ("had a near-death experience"), but planned to publish another
Kedrigern book early this year.

His books are most easily found in used book stores, and well worth the
hunt.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 19:13:05 GMT
From: Jim_Mann@transarc.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Green Mars in Hardcover?

The list from Locus indicates that there will be a hardcover version of
Green Mars by Kim Stanley Robinson. However, the Borders' books in print
list only shows the trade paper (which they just got in). Is there going to
be a hardcover?

I don't want to buy the trade if a hardcover is coming. I hate most trade
paperbacks: they have all the drawbacks of hardcovers combined with all the
drawbacks of paperbacks, and are missing the strong points of the other
formats. (They are too large to easily fit in a pocket/read standing up in
a subway, but are expensive and not as durable as a hardcover.)

Jim Mann
Transarc Corporation			
The Gulf Tower, 707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
(412) 338-4442
jmann@transarc.com

------------------------------

From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Date: Thu, 3 Mar 1994 12:34:22 -0500
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: GREEN MARS by Kim Stanley Robinson

		    GREEN MARS by Kim Stanley Robinson
	Bantam Spectra, ISBN 0-553-37335-8, 1994, 535pp, US$12.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   This is the second book of Robinson's "Mars" trilogy.  The first was
last year's Hugo-nominated RED MARS, and the series will be finished with
the upcoming BLUE MARS.  (I should mention again that while Robinson's
novella "Green Mars" appears to take place in the same future history as
this series, it is not a part of this novel.)

   GREEN MARS, it must be said, suffers from the same flaws and
difficulties as most middle-of-a-trilogy novels.  It does not start at the
beginning, nor does it go through to the end.  While RED MARS can be read
as a stand-alone novel, GREEN MARS cannot.  You must know what happened in
RED MARS for GREEN MARS to make any sense or have any meaning.  (I would
really have appreciated a brief glossary of major characters and political
groups- -my memory of the details of RED MARS has faded over the
intervening year.)

   There is also (to my tastes) far too much technical discussion of
terraforming and areology, particularly in the first half of the book.  For
example, on page 148 Robinson writes: "The surface of the glacier appeared
to be extremely broken, as the literature had suggested--mixed with
regolith during the flooding, and shot through with trapped carbonation
bubbles.  Rocks and boulders caught on the surface had melted the ice
underneath them and then it had refrozen around them, in a daily cycle that
had left them all about two-thirds submerged.  All the seracs, standing
above the surface of the glacier like titanic dolmens, were on close
inspection found to be deeply pitted." (By the way, a regolith is a layer
of loose rock material resting on bedrock, a serac is a large mass of ice
broken off the main body of a glacier and remaining behind in a crevasse
after glacial movement or melting, and a dolmen is a prehistoric megalithic
[large stone] structure consisting of two or more upright stones with a
capstone, typically forming a chamber (which doesn't actually sound like
what the seracs would look like, but what the heck).  All definitions
courtesy of the AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY.) I could be wrong, but I also
think that the discussions on pages 175 through 187 and elsewhere of the
poisonousness effects of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere are confusing it
with carbon monoxide.  While inhaling large amounts of carbon dioxide can
cause death by suffocation, it is not poisonous in the usual sense of the
word, and it is not clear to me that in an atmosphere with a certain
percentage of oxygen it matters whether the remainder is nitrogen or carbon
dioxide, at least as far as human respiration goes.  (Though the
atmospheric pressure would be important - consider the possible
side-effects of nitrogen to deep-sea divers.)

   This may all seem terrible technical and nit-picky, but the book lends
itself to that so well that is should be somewhat expected.

   It is only in the second half of GREEN MARS that Robinson returns in
force to the political and historical aspects of the series.  While one may
argue that he key event that triggers the "phase change" of GREEN MAR's
final chapter is totally arbitrary, there's no denying that historical
triggers often are.  Still, I have to reserve final judgement on GREEN MARS
until BLUE MARS concludes the series, and then see if GREEN MARS serves its
purpose in the overall picture.  That is the only way to view this book and
much as I want to see Kim Stanley Robinson finally get a Hugo, it makes no
sense to look at this as a possibility.  (I mention this because this had a
British edition in 1993, and hence would be eligible for the Hugo awards
for last year, to be given at Conadian this September.  I note this just to
clarify its eligibility for anyone who does want to nominate it.)

Title:      Green Mars
Author:     Kim Stanley Robinson
City:       New York
Date:       March 15, 1994
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
Comments:   hardback, US$22.95/trade paperback, US$12.95
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-09640-0/ISBN 0-553-37335-8
Pages:      535pp
Series:     Mars
Volume:     2

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 18:21:10 GMT
From: markk@david.rdyne.rockwell.com (Mark Kelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  Robinson

fkiesche3@aol.com writes re: Kim Stanley Robinson's Green Mars:
>The second is Green Mars, out now in hardcover and trade paperback. This
>is an expansion of Robinson's novella, first published in IASFM as well as
>the IASFM anthology called (?) Mars.

This is confusing, but the book _Green Mars_ is not an expansion of the
novella called "Green Mars".  Two separate entities.  The conception of the
trilogy followed the writing of the novella, and apparently Robinson felt
the pattern of titles for the trilogy was too ideal to give up despite
possible confusion with the earlier story.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 02:14:35 GMT
From: gt3541a@prism.gatech.edu (Steven Hugh Hunnicutt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stan Robinson Visit

Today Stan Robinson visited my class in SF.  The class is held as a senior
seminar, and the Robinson book we read was "Red Mars".  We had Stan in the
class for 3 hours, and the discussion ranged over many topics.  Stan was
very gracious, and a lively participant.  It was a whole lot of fun for the
class, and Stan said that he really enjoyed the feedback from people who
had actually read his book with a critical eye.  It was fascinating
learning the basis of some of the ideas in a story direct from the author,
and much was explained.  I took many notes during the class, and I hope to
whip them into shape and edit them for posting after finals, (and checking
with Stan).

If you have a chance to meet him, take it, Stan is a wonderful guy and
listens to his audience.

Steven Hugh Hunnicutt
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp:	  ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!gt3541a
Internet: gt3541a@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 12:03:14 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: All the Colors of Mars...

<fkiesche3@aol.COM> wrote:
>The second is Green Mars, out now in hardcover and trade paperback. This
>is an expansion of Robinson's novella...
	
   Actually, it isn't. The novella takes place a good century after the
novel ends. According to Robinson, at this point the novella has been
squeezed out of the trilogy altogether, and will not be incorporated into
_Blue Mars_.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu
goldfarb@UCBOCF.BITNET   
goldfarb@soda.berkeley.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Le Guin & Cordwainer Smith (2 msgs) &
                       Tepper (6 msgs) & Watt-Evans (4 msgs) &
                       Weber (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 16:26:36 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Addendum: Left Hand of D. (Le Guin)

Le Guin has said that the book was an Archetypal Winter Journey and an
exploration of alternative sexual possibilities, and that she feels she did
well with the former, but not as well with the latter.  I agree, and find
the latter more intrinsically interesting.  But she deserves a lot of
credit for opening up the whole question as a subject for sf exploration.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 03:29:51 GMT
From: dlw0749@u.cc.utah.edu (David Woodworth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Cordwainer Smith

I've been looking for any information I can get about Cordwainer Smith's
work, and where to find copies.  If anyone has any information, please let
me know.

Thanks.

David.Woodworth@m.cc.utah.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 19:55:55 GMT
From: anderson@allvax.enet.dec.com (Dave Anderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

NESFA has recently published the complete short SF of Cordwainer Smith
(which is all of the SF he wrote except for the novel 'Norstrilia').  It's
a 600+ page archival-quality hardcover and includes a couple of items not
previously available.  NESFA also publishes a concordance to Smith's SF
writings.  For more info, write to

   NESFA
   P.O. Box 809
   Framingham, MA 01701-0203

Dave

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 18:41:38 GMT
From: brendah@netcom.com (Brenda Holloway)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

lacovara@csn.org (R.C. Lacovara) wrote:
> I have enjoyed virtually everything written by Tepper. But I'd like to
> mention that the novels you might regard as "feminist" are somewhat more
> serious in that Tepper has a message to state, and it is wrapped in her
> fine story-telling style. I think that "The Gate to Women's Country"
> exemplifies this: despite the clear undercurrent of social examination,
> the plot and characters remain interesting in and of themselves. I
> wouldn't call this preachy. If you have enjoyed any of Tepper's work, I
> recommend "The Gate..." If you read it, I'd be interested in your
> thoughts.

I don't know... I didn't like "The Gate to Women's Country" all that much;
for that sort of genre of book, Pamela Sergeant's "The Shore of Women" was
much better. Life in Tepper's world just seemed so utterly intolerable; in
Sergeant's, there was always the question of who was really free? In that,
it reminded me (slightly) of parts of Morrow's "The Wine of Violence".

Gates and walls, after all, keep things out and also keep things in.

Brenda

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 23:59:12 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

The 'Grass trilogy' Barry mentioned is 
Grass
Raising the Stones
Sideshow.

These take place in the same universe (or so I'm told for Sideshow since
I've not read it yet, but Grass and RTS are definitely in the same universe
although the link between the stories is very tenuous). I've been told that
Sideshow ties up with both more than they tie up with each other.
Personally I thought Grass was outstanding and that Raising the Stones
although mostly enjoyable wasn't as good as I've come to expect of Tepper.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 07:05:40 GMT
From: merritt@provolone.bchem.washington.edu (Ethan A Merritt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

plutchak@lager.geo.brown.edu (Joel Plutchak) writes:
>_The Gate to Women's Country_ seemed too obviously preachy when I skimmed
>through it in the bookstore, so I skipped that one.  Are there others
>which can be recommended?

If your reason for skipping _The Gate to Women's Country_ was truly just
skimming it in the store, then I urge you to reconsider. One of the
strengths that Tepper has developed in her later books is the skill to make
a point through demonstration rather than exposition. I can certainly
believe that if you skimmed through _Gate_ you found many pages on which
characters in the book may be said to be "preaching" at each other.  This
is not by any means the same as having the author preaching at the reader,
which is what would make a book "preachy" to my taste.  _Gate_ is really a
rather subtle book, as I've argued before in a thread several months back.
The principal characters are clearly not aware of the foundations and
implications of the society of Women's Country.  The author herself,
however, has definitely thought these through, and there is no black and
white/good and bad message being preached by the book itself.  The careful
reader is shown many hints of hard choices and serious ethical dilemmas
which are central to the story, yet pass mostly unnoticed by the viewpoint
characters.

brendah@netcom.com (Brenda Holloway) writes:
>Gates and walls, after all, keep things out and also keep things in.

Ah, but _this_ gate keeps out only those who do not wish to enter, and
keeps in only those who do not wish to leave.  The interesting question is
why do those on the outside not wish to come in?

Just to play devil's advocate for a moment, and because the origin of this
thread was an inquiry about the earlier Peter/Mavin/Jinian trilogies: I
think the early books, particularly the Peter series but also Mavin etc.,
were much more "preachy" than _Gate_ or the other more recent books. At the
time she wrote the Peter books Tepper hadn't yet learned to show rather
than tell.  The evil guys are evil. Period.  We're told so, and sure enough
that's the way it is.  It's not clear to me that Tepper had yet began to
use her books to work out ethical questions at that time.  Are there any
raised in the Peter books?  I mostly recall that they contained a
superficially engaging plot largely spoiled by an inconsistent background
and (to my admittedly sensitized eyes) ludicrous genetics/physics/science
in general.

Fortunately Tepper's published work improved dramatically and rapidly.  She
shook off the poorly thought out world in the Peter series by sending Mavin
off to the other side of the planet.  By the time she wrote the Jinian
books she had begun to concentrate on the use of the story to explore
questions of ethics, particularly the issues of punishment and
responsibility.  Perhaps the kept the setting of the earlier Peter books
purely out of laziness; some of the inconsistencies were patched up but I
still found it distracting.  I think her "breakthrough" book was _The
Revenants_. Here she started afresh in raising some of the same questions,
this time set in a more consistent and compelling world.  (Besides, she
told the whole tale in a single volume :-)

I have found all of her later works worth reading.  _The Awakeners_
(separately Northshore/Southshore) is perhaps the weakest, but still worth
reading.  Grass/Raising the Stones/Sideshow are each excellent as
stand-alone novels.  The central theme of all three is the question of
whether diversity is in and of itself desirable/tolerable/terrible/
sustainable/etc..  They are, if you like, a playing out of the arguments
about "moral relativism".  As a trilogy I think they spend a little too
much time pounding on the same nail; I'd recommend reading them all
eventually, but not back-to-back.

The Mariane books are beautiful, but have quite a different feel to them.
Certainly give them a try, but don't take them as representative of
Tepper's other work.

Ethan A Merritt
merritt@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 19:46:14 GMT
From: emilyb@netcom.com (Emily Breed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

A Adams <aaa@scs.leeds.ac.uk> wrote:
>The 'Grass trilogy' Barry mentioned is 
>Grass
>Raising the Stones
>Sideshow.

I'm glad to know that these are a trilogy - this means that it's just one
series that I disliked, not 2-1/2 unconnected books (I didn't mind the
first half of Grass).  :-) Nonetheless, from now on reading a library copy
before I buy the book is on my list of things to do...

Emily Breed
emilyb@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 14:00:42 GMT
From: B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

Ethan A Merritt (merritt@provolone.bchem.washington.edu) wrote:
>reading.  Grass/Raising the Stones/Sideshow are each excellent as
>stand-alone novels.  The central theme of all three

Perhaps my calling them a trilogy was misleading, but as Ethan points out,
they do have a central theme and explore the same ground, and share a
common world with real (if peripheral) links between the books. I think the
really interesting thing is to compare Grass/RTS/Ss with the Marianne
books, as they are both trilogies in very different senses from each other
and what we are used to as fantasy trilogies.

Barry Traish
93 Stanningley Road
Armley, Leeds LS12 3NW UK
B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 22:34:18 GMT
From: cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tepper Books

GATE is not particularly preachy.  Certainly less so than some of Tepper's
other novels.  And it is a subtle book.  Many of its implications are not
directly addressed.  Tepper may not be a great writer in terms of her
prose, which can be a bit obtuse, but she certainly has some intriguing
settings and plots intermeshed in her "feminist" message.  Anyone who likes
Tepper should like GATE.  Tepper's works can't be judged by a cursory
reading.

Doug Baker
cbaker@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 05:37:13 GMT
From: paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lawrence Watt-Evans _Out of this World_

I've noticed that Watt-Evans' books have been acquiring a darker tone over
the last few years.  _Taking Flight_, _The Spell of the Black Dagger_, the
last cyborg novel, and now _Out of this World_, which is far far bleaker in
outlook.  It is still worth reading, but be prepared for some nasty
incidents.  It is the first in a series.

On the other hand, Iain Banks lovers will still find this a happy romp.

Samuel Paik
Digital Equipment Corporation
3D Device Support
paik@mlo.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 06:06:17 GMT
From: CFB103@psuvm.psu.edu (cfb103)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lawrence Watt-Evans _Out of this World_

paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik) says:
>I've noticed that Watt-Evans' books have been acquiring a darker tone over
>the last few years.  _Taking Flight_, _The Spell of the Black Dagger_, the
>last cyborg novel, and now _Out of this World_, which is far far bleaker
>in outlook.  It is still worth reading, but be prepared for some nasty
>incidents.  It is the first in a series.

Hmmm, I don't really think that you can say about Taking Flight. It was
more than a little lightweight, IMHO. Now, Black Dagger, I can definitely
agree with. I also like how it was linked with the early 'Ethshar' books.

What is the Out of the World one about? I haven't seen it yet...

Josh Munn

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 17:46:16 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lawrence Watt-Evans _Out of this World_

cfb103 <CFB103@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>What is the Out of the World one about? I haven't seen it yet...

First third of a trilogy, about three interlinked universes (one Earth's,
one high space-opera, one fantasy-overrun-by-shadow). This should *never*
have been released in hardback; wait for the paperback. It's nowhere near
as good as most of his stuff, and he's going to have to do some massive
work in the next two books to pull it back up to his usual standard;
whoever decided to release it in hardback apparently did so solely on "gee,
he's been selling well in paperback" alone, which should *never* be used to
determine when to jump to hardback...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 20:37:21 GMT
From: joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lawrence Watt-Evans _Out of this World_

dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney) writes:
>cfb103 <CFB103@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>>What is the Out of the World one about? I haven't seen it yet...
>
>First third of a trilogy, about three interlinked universes (one Earth's,
>one high space-opera, one fantasy-overrun-by-shadow). This should *never*
>have been released in hardback; wait for the paperback. It's nowhere near
>as good as most of his stuff, and he's going to have to do some massive
>work in the next two books to pull it back up to his usual standard

This is a shame, because I think that Watt-Evans is potentially one of the
best writers around today. I was *extremely* impressed with his _Why I Left
Harry's All-Night Hamburgers_; tightly written stories, all full of
fascinating ideas. I was also extremely *unimpressed* by _The Rebirth Of
Wonder_; it was at best self-indulgent. At worst, I'd call it crap.

Lawrence's Ethshar books should serve as a lesson to aspiring writers, as
should Steven Brust's "world in which he set Jhereg and so forth". It's
been well-designed from the outset and he can potentially set dozens of
books in that world without running dry. This won't pull people in the way
the third book of a trilogy will, but if he becomes extremely popular it
won't matter. With his mileau he can sell books as "another Ethshar novel"
rather than having to sell a trilogy at a time, the standard resort of
fantasy writers these days.

What I'd really like to see from him is a novel-length SF book where he can
use those ideas I've only seen in his short stories. With his mind-candy
books apparently selling well, though, there's no particular economic
reason for him to do it.

joe@zikzak.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 05:39:06 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Weber: Honor Harrington

David Weber's new Honor Harrington book, _The Short Victorious War_, is
out, and it is as good as its predecessors.  For those who don't know, the
Honor Harrington series is dedicated to C. S. Forester, and it is not a
coincidence that H.H's initials are the same as Horatio Hornblower's.

Weber has done a superb job of putting Horatio Hornblower in space.  On
tSVW, Baen has a unique front cover blurb.  It says "WE LOVE OUR HONOR!"
Cover blurbs are notorious for their fulsomeness; however, in this case the
blurb is accurate.  (At least *I* love her, and I have seen others who also
seem to have this weakness.)

The title does NOT describe the war described in the book; rather Weber is
quoting the unfortunate Russian Minister of the Interior who, in 1903 said
to the Russian Minister of War "What this country needs is a short
victorious war to stem the tide of revolution."  He may even have been
right!  However, that is not what he got.  A short victorious war is what
the People's Republic of Haven wants; I will let you guess whether or not
that is what it gets.

(BTW, for those who have not read the series, the PRH is not what is today
named a "People's Republic".  The PRH has an absurd economy, but it absurd
in its own way, not communist.)

The three Honor Harrington books are
On Basilisk Station, ISBN 0-671-72163-5, 1993
The Honor of the Queen, ISBN 0-671-72172-0, 1993
The Short Victorious War, ISBN 0-671-87596-1, 1994
Field of Dishonor is forthcoming, and is scheduled for later this year.
All books are by David Weber and published by Baen Books, New York

The next paragraph contains SPOILERS:

I do love Honor; however I am a bit upset with Weber about one thing: He
named one character Robert (Rob) Stanton Pierre.  I was slow, and did not
realize what he was pulling here until he literally spelled it out: Rob S
Pierre.  AAAAARRRRGGGGGGHHHHHHHHH!!!!  Aside from that, though tSVW
maintains the standards he set in the first two books.  One begins to
wonder, though, how much longer the Royal Maticoran Navy will keep giving
Honor ships - each time they do so, she breaks it!

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 01:05:16 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Weber: Honor Harrington

cpf@alchemy.TN.Cornell.EDU (Courtenay Footman):
>David Weber's new Honor Harrington book, _The Short Victorious War_, is
>out, and it is as good as its predecessors.

It's light, it's superficial, it's unsubtle, sometimes clumsy, and often
over-predictable.  But God, it's fun!

>On tSVW, Baen has a unique front cover blurb.

The first thing that struck me about the cover (aside from the fact that
the uniform appeared extremely wrong) was that Harrington's chair seems
designed to murder its occupant, if the bridge is subject to the sorts of
lateral forces the Enterprise is always putting up with.

>The next paragraph contains spoilers:
>
>I do love Honor; however I am a bit upset with Weber about one thing: He
>named one character Robert (Rob) Stanton Pierre.

It gets worse:  He named Rob S Pierre's flunky Saint-Just.

>One begins to wonder, though, how much longer the Royal Maticoran Navy
>will keep giving Honor ships - each time they do so, she breaks it!

Another way to think about it is that she lost 2/3 of her crew the first
time, 1/2 her crew the second time, even less this time: If they can just
keep promoting her faster than she loses ships and people...

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 22:33:04 GMT
From: ruben@cco.caltech.edu (Ruben Krasnopolsky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Isaac Asimov and The Empire Series...

  There is at least one tale in the collection "The Early Asimov" that
could fit in the Empire Series. I remember especially one (Impasse)
mentioning the only one contact in Imperial times with non-human cultures.
It is very funny, well written in bureaucratic language.  I think that one
fits with no change in the main sequence.  Some other (Black Friar) in this
collection are very far away and are at most in a similar universe.
  I am not completely sure of the names of the stories, as I have not the
book in my hand now.

  I agree with NOT including the robot novels, I think this is simply
another series written by the same author. Despite some late gluing
attempts of Asimov, the distinction remains.

Ruben
ruben@cco.caltech.edu
 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 19:47:00 GMT
From: arl@digilab.bio-rad.com (Anthony Lewis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Asimov chronology

The Stars, Like Dust takes place before Pebble in the Sky.  When I read the
intro I wrote to Isaac with the evidence and he agreed.  He did not get
around to revising this before his untimely and much to be regretted death.

Anthony Lewis
arl@bio-rad.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 13:12:49 GMT
From: hendrid@nextwork.rose-hulman.edu (Douglas Hendrickson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Asimov chronology

arl@digilab.bio-rad.COM (Anthony Lewis) writes:
> The Stars, Like Dust takes place before Pebble in the Sky.  When I read
> the intro I wrote to Isaac with the evidence and he agreed.  He did not
> get around to revising this before his untimely and much to be regretted
> death.

Correct me if I'm wrong...Isn't the whole chronology listed by the Author
in the begining of Prelude to Foundation?

Just wondering...

Doug

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 00:28:22 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: FORWARD THE FOUNDATION Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

The main problem I had with FORWARD THE FOUNDATION was the idea of Hari
Seldon serving for a time as the Prime Minister (or Chief Minister or
whatever the title was) of the Galactic Empire.  This is what comic book
fans call a "retcon" (retroactive continuity) and I didn't like it any more
than I like most of the stupid retcons in recent comic books; nothing in
the references to Seldon in the original Foundation books suggests that
Seldon ever openly held high political power; nor does the trial scene in
the very first book FOUNDATION make much sense if Seldon is a former high
mucky-muck and not just a professor with radical ideas.

Also related to FORWARD... I remember seeing a statement by Asimov in
ASIMOV'S SF MAGAZINE, after the first part of FORWARD appeared there, that
his declining health would not permit him to work further on the book.  Yet
the book did appear, after his death.  Did he recover enough to finish it,
after all?  Or are there any reports or rumors that part of the book is
ghostwritten?

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 13:37:46 GMT
From: ALAN@wlb.hwwilson.com ("ALAN MAHONY")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Reactions to Bill Baldwin

Sorry to hear the negative comments about the latest in THE HELMSMAN
series. When I was back at Warner a few years ago I edited THE TROPHY,
which contains some events that roughly parallel the years leading to WW
II.

Did any of you know that Brian Thomsen, who basically ran the sf program at
Warner (Questar) was given the boot a while ago? I don't know who is
shepherding this series anymore. Perhaps that can explain the parallel plot
to the Battle of Britain.

Then again, maybe not.

Alan P. Mahony
Associate Editor, News
Wilson Library Bulletin
950 University Avenue
Bronx, N.Y. 10452
(718) 588-8400, ext. 2274
alan@wlb.hwwilson.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 18:09:25 GMT
From: alipkin@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu ("Adam M. Lipkin")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brunner

TBOHN00@ukcc.uky.edu (Tilman Bohn) writes:
> Hey, someone mentioned _The Squares of the City_ by J. Brunner.  Is it
> any good (I usually rather like his books)?  Comments, anyone?

I loved SotC, and it is a brilliant use of chess in SF. The novel is set in
a banana republic, and concentrates much more on politics than on sci-fi
concepts. Good reading, but I think it's out of print.  

Adam

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 20:51:54 GMT
From: rwang@husc8.harvard.edu (Richard Wang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: _The Phoenix Guards_

Rand <randal@pylon.physics.colostate.edu> wrote:
>> Maybe because it's not as good as the originals like, say, _The Three
>> Musketeers_.  A needless gripe, IMHO; it was entertaining enough.  Let
>> me just say, though, that I thought Brust's attempt to imitate Dumas'
>> style was completely ineffective.
>
>Or completely overdone, and on purpose, I think.  I tired a bit
>(eventually) of reading two pages of dialogue anytime any character wanted
>to communicate something, but the story was solid.  Also, pieces like the
>historian going on and on in worship of brevity made it all worthwhile for
>me.

Deliberately stilted conversational style can get wearisome after the first
few hundred pages...  but there were definitely some good bits, like

(SPOILER)

the part where the Musketeers (sorry, can't help calling them that :-)
describe how they all somehow managed to kill their patrol partners for
real or imagined grievances.

Richard Wang
rwang@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 15:54:12 GMT
Newsgroups: rec.arts.sf.written
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

I just finished Brokedown Palace, and it's a terrific adult fairy tale,
complete with strange magics, things that are just so, etc..

I have a few questions about how this links with the other novels by Brust
involving the Dragaeran Empire (the Vlad books and the Khaavren romances):

1) When does Brokedown Palace take place?
Some of the conflicting times are in the following questions:
2) How did "By the Horse!" get into the vocabulary of the
Dragaerans in The Phoenix Guards, but it doesn't seem to
be there in the Vlad stuff.
3) Vlad worships (?) Verra, the Demon Goddess, who is
killed in BD (that isn't definite, where gods are concerned, but...)
4) Should I have recognized Devera, or Brigitta's daughter?

Joel Finkle
Searle R&D
jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 18:43:02 GMT
From: n9146070@janice.cc.wwu.edu (Jacob C Kesinger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

Joel Finkle <jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com> writes:
>1) When does Brokedown Palace take place?

I think it's got to be during the same time as _Pheonix_Guards_ - there's
the one scene told from two different points of view (the one where the
hero of BP gives up his sword to the 'elves').  Sorry I can't be more
specific, but it's been a while...

Jake

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 22:09:42 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: Agyar

SPOILERS

Aylor, Mark <ENGMJA@ENGENSVR.LTEC.COM> wrote:
>The whole vampire idea is so vague. Agyar makes mist, but how does he do
>it?  He disappears out of a 2nd story window into a snow storm, yet he
>doesn't seem to be able to fly. He laughs about Jill drinking his blood
>and becoming ill, but what does it mean? Is she going to become a vampire
>now (as legend/myth) or did it just make her sick (and if so why)? etc...

Why should Agyar explain the mechanics of mist-making in his diary?  Why
would he write up a how-to manual of stuff he already knows how to do, when
he's only writing to amuse himself?

There's a very good reason that none of the vampire abilities are explained
- - Brust isn't writing a standard vampire book, he's writing a book that is
meant to be diary entries (of some sort) written _by_ a vampire. If you're
writing a diary, to be read by no-one but yourself, why would you enumerate
your abilities? Unless you're some sort of Soldier of the Mist amnesiac,
you _know_ what you can and can't do, and how you can and can't do it.
There's no need to put it in writing.

This is one of the things I really admire about Brust's writing - he
manages to capture the style he is striving for exactly.  When he does the
Vlad books, it reads plausibly like a story drawn from "telling some fool
about my life" (to paraphrase) - snide comments, dialogue which sounds
edited to include as many snappy come-backs as possible, references to
things offstage, etc.. In The Phoenix Guards, he does a great Dumas
pastiche (I think that's the right word...). And in _Agyar_ he does a
"diary."

>The vampire abilities seem to change as Brust needs them for story and
>plot.  Now not that this is necessarily bad (if you believe in vampires,
>then why can't you believe that abilities change too), but it just seems
>like he writes them in and out as he needs them or doesn't to make the
>story interesting (Sorry, but my editor told me way back when that this
>was _bad_). It seems like if anybody else had sent in a first novel with
>this many holes, it never would have been published.

They don't change, not really. Everything he does is consistent. It's just
not explained _in full_ at every step. Which is, as I said, consistent with
the "diary" format of the book as a whole. They're not really plot holes,
just places where you have to do the work and interpolate the action.
Anybody can do plot holes, it takes real skill to do what Brust does.

>Anyway, I guess I like to see a little more continuity of the vampire
>characteristics then Brust is supplying. I don't mean I want the vampires
>abilities quantified to the point where I can predict what will happen
>(surprises are nice), but the only one that I saw coming (a mile away) was
>the Kellam resolution.

I don't get this. "Surprises are nice" but you want to be able to "see
things coming?" Or am I mis-reading the above? Is your complaint that the
Kellem resolution was the only predictable plot element?

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 00:19:26 GMT
From: 880774h@dragon.acadiau.ca (Chris Hulan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: _The Phoenix Guards_

rwang@husc8.harvard.edu (Richard Wang) writes:
>I thought Brust's attempt to imitate Dumas' style was completely
>ineffective.

Well I've never read Dumas, so I can't compare, but I found the book to be
an incredibly amusing read. I believe I was smiling all the way through,
and even laughed out loud in places.  At the same time it was good action
and characters.

What can I say, Brust is great!!

Chris

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 02:32:13 GMT
From: flee@cse.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

_Phoenix_ is either 243 or 234 years after the Interregnum (it contradicts
itself).  243 seems more likely, especially since _Jhereg_ also has this
figure.

The Interregnum lasted either about two hundred years (_Jhereg_) or 497
years (_Phoenix_).  497 seems more likely.

_The Phoenix Guards_ is written 309 years after the Interregnum, and the
events within it take place "about a thousand years" before that.

_Five Hundred Years After_ is presumably 500 years later than TPG, and I'm
guessing this is when Adron's Disaster occurs.  Except, somewhere in the
Vlad books it says that both Morrolan and Aliera are young, under 500 years
old.  (But this isn't a serious problem.)

_Brokedown Palace_ says that the palace in Fenario "had stood for nearly a
thousand years if you count the hut" which Fenarr lived in.  And from the
context, this figure is pretty precise, to within a few decades.

Given that Fenarr appears in TPG, it seems unlikely that BP takes place at
the start of the Interregnum.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 03:23:25 GMT
From: gwiseman@uoguelph.ca (Geoffrey A Wiseman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: Agyar

Aylor, Mark (ENGMJA@ENGENSVR.LTEC.COM) wrote:
>I love a good vampire story, but that is just it, a _good_ vampire story
>(and in fact trying to publish in this vein). In fact, you could say that
>I'm a rabid vampire fanatic (friends accuse me of wanting to be one, but I
>haven't decided yet :[ ). Brust's characters just seem to have no depth
>(except maybe the lead, but he is by nature pretty shallow). If you want
>_good_ vampire stuff Anne Rice is by far superior. I'd even thought
>Saberhagen, but his last one was rather bizarre and left a little to be
>desired.

(shiver) Boy, I'd take it the other way entirely.  Rice and others often
spend too much time dealing with the mechanics.  They're writing a Vampire
Textbook.  I thought Agyar was far superior, much stronger characterization
and not so much about the F/X as the characters.  Interesting thoughts as
to how a vampire might act/react.

>The whole vampire idea is so vague. Agyar makes mist, but how does he do
>it?  He disappears out of a 2nd story window into a snow storm, yet he
>doesn't seem to be able to fly. He laughs about Jill drinking his blood
>and becoming ill, but what does it mean? Is she going to become a vampire
>now (as legend/myth) or did it just make her sick (and if so why)? etc...

Again, the point here is that Brust doesn't want to spend his time
explaining how the tricks work.  There's a lot of subtlety about the book.
You don't get hit over the head with the abilities of Agyar.  In fact,
you're often left wondering exactly what he DID do.  But that's not the
point of the story, so he doesn't bother us with the details.

>The vampire abilities seem to change as Brust needs them for story and
>plot.

Since he never lists them, how can you know that they change?  He seems to
have a decent number of powers that he uses as he chooses to suit his
purposes.

Geoffrey Wiseman
GWISEMAN@UOGUELPH.CA

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 06:20:00 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

flee@cse.psu.edu (Felix Lee) writes:
>Given that Fenarr appears in TPG, it seems unlikely that BP takes place at
>the start of the Interregnum.

Uh, every part of your post made sense but the last.  Since Fenarr doesn't
appear in BP except in the Prelude, or in a story (again, I forget).

The rest of the story takes place about five hundred years after (er, no
pun intended :)).

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 11:25:41 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

flee@cse.psu.edu (Felix Lee) writes:
>The Interregnum lasted either about two hundred years (_Jhereg_) or 497
>years (_Phoenix_).  497 seems more likely.

It's more like two hundred.  Trust me on this one.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 17:17:56 GMT
From: flee@cse.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

I said:
>The Interregnum lasted either about two hundred years (_Jhereg_) or 497
>years (_Phoenix_).  497 seems more likely.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden:
>It's more like two hundred.  Trust me on this one.

I should trust you over the Demon Goddess Verra? :)

Actually, I just realized I'm not sure whether Verra said the Interregnum
lasted 497 years or started 497 years ago, and I don't have _Phoenix_
handy.  Started 497 years ago seems more likely now :) Which wouuld mean it
lasted about 254 years.  

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 17:31:12 GMT
From: flee@cse.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

Sean Eric Fagin:
>Uh, every part of your post made sense but the last.  Since Fenarr doesn't
>appear in BP except in the Prelude, or in a story (again, I forget).

Fenarr doesn't appear in BP, but the castle does.  And the part that talks
about the age of the castle is pretty explicit: Fenarr lived in a hut
nearly 1000 years ago (to within a few decades).  I'm pretty sure this is
relative to the events in BP.  (I'll check when I can.)

Now, maybe this passage is mistaken, but it's pretty precise, so I'm
inclined to believe its accuracy.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 19:48:53 GMT
From: flee@cse.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

Well, Verra did say "four hundred ninety-seven years of interregnum" in
_Phoenix_.  Bother.  So either she's mistaken, Vlad's mistaken, or Brust is
mistaken.  Or it could be a transcription error.

But it's a weird sort of error to make, naming a precise number of years.
Wild theory time: Verra could be referring to something other than the
Interregnum that everyone else talks about.  Maybe something else was
interrupted when the orb was lost, and it still hasn't been resumed yet.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Card (4 msgs) & Clayton & Dick (5 msgs) &
                     Dickson (3 msgs) & Drake & 
                     Effinger (2 msgs) & Le Guin

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 05:14:14 GMT
From: tdc@tiac.net (Terry Condren)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game

"Y.H Ng" <Y.H.Ng@durham.ac.uk> wrote:
>I read the short story 'Ender's Game' by Orson Scott Card a while back and
>found it to be an excellent story. What's the full novel like?  Is it
>worth forking some dosh for it? Are there a lot more elements in the novel
>than in the short story?

I haven't read the short story but the novel is my all-time favorite.  I
think you'll find that everything you liked in the short story is also in
the novel, plus a whole lot more.  There are also two sequels to Ender's
Game: Speaker for the Dead and Xenocide.  A fourth book is in the works,
but who knows when it will be published!

Terry Condren
tdc@tiac.net

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 20:27:55 GMT
From: rwang@husc8.harvard.edu (Richard Wang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game

The novel incorporates the short story almost without revision, in fact;
just some interpolations here and there, and a long prefatory section.
Hope that wasn't a spoiler...

I always thought the novel was a bit unbalanced because of this, but that
might just be me.

Richard Wang
rwang@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 04:48:49 GMT
From: bm5139@ark.ship.edu (BRENDAN J. MCFARLAND)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: ENDER'S GAME

If you haven't already, go out and buy the full length novel.  I personally
believe that it was one of the best/coolest sf novels I've ever read.  I
didn't really care for the sequel novels, but the original was excellent
and is one of my favorite books.  The book elaborates on the craftiness of
Ender and all that he has to go through.  GO GET IT!

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 04:35:36 GMT
From: kwgst@vms.cis.pitt.edu (Mr. Nobody)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game

Excellent Series IMHO. There are three books. Enders Game, Speaker for the
Dead, and Xenocide, in that order. Can anyone say anything about his other
books? Are they as good? There are plenty of questions left open after
Xenocide that will most likely be continued into another book. It is
probaly a FAQ, but I have heard that Xenocide was actually part of a larger
book that the editors convinced him to break it up into at least two parts.

kwgst@vms.cis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 19:56:11 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jo Clayton

lamein@research.ptt.nl (Ernst Lamein) writes:
>Does anybody have info about Jo Clayton? 

I liked her 'Diadem from the stars' series.  (Pretty straightforwards
action adventure).  She then changed her writing style somewhat, and I
stopped following her books.  I'm not quite sure how to describe what
turned me off about her later writing exactly - it got sort of terse,
punkish, and harder to follow (a lot of jargon/argot used to set
atmosphere).

(I'd expect that somewhere out there are readers who liked this change,
BTW, but I didn't care for it myself).

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 22:13:00 GMT
From: alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: PKD

>>Some people dislike _A Maze of Death_ (1970), but I liked it; it was
>>interesting as an experiment, and also one of the first VR novels.  And
>
> I loved this book.  It is probably my favorite of all of his "lesser"
> novels.  A real blast...

You know, it's a wonderful novel until you get to the end - although the
characters are not described as completely as his other novels, mainly
because they are so many, and the end is a great letdown.

Okay, so he was one of the first to suggest the "virtual reality" concept,
and a "Dickhead" may find pride in that.  But considering the anticlimax,
the theory about the characters being insane people stuck in a bin for an
experiment, is so much more interesting than that their experience is
artificially induced.

(For one, there are many holes in the story that suggests that Dick had no
idea what the ending would be like; in fact, that the whole ending was a
sour cop-out on his part.)

He was just getting over his best novels and *had* to produce some junk, I
guess.  But it was enjoyable.  As was _The Penultimate Truth_, although the
theme doesn't appeal to me that much, about people stuck inside great
underground tanks under the belief that on the planet above, WW3 is raging.

alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 22:24:00 GMT
From: alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: PKD

> I'd suggest CONFESSIONS OF A CRAP ARTIST and FLOW MY TEARS, THE

Isn't _Confessions_ a non-SF novel?  That was my impression, though
obviously I haven't read it yet.

> POLICEMAN SAID, along with any of his short stories.

Have you read a story of his called _Explorers We_?  That was a really
chilling story, chilling especially in view of recent, simplistic (yes, I
think they're simplistic) horror SF films such as _Aliens_; it's also a
fascinatingly metaphysical story, however short.

It tells, very briefly and bizarrely, of a space mission crew returning to
Earth, having performed a bumpy landing and all six men exuberant, bearded
fellows wanting to see their old home again - they are the first people to
ever land on Mars.

When they enter the town, however, people flee from them and the police
soon shows up: the police quickly sets fire to the whole crew.  But "The
ship crashed and blew up when it reached Mars," says the policeman; because
after retrieving the bodies by the remote, the crew has returned *21*
times; something out in space is imitating the original, dead crew and are
sending them back, again and again, the men always landing with a
spectacle, laughing and ecstatic.

A very sad, oddish story.  Because, what if that something out in space is
merely duplicating - thus *resurrecting* - the crew?  That would be
interesting; it would mean that the police has killed 126 men that would
have been real human beings (although duplicated).

On the other hand, they might not.  It's a chilling thought, this malignant
persistence shown by a non-human entity to duplicate beings. :)

alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 08:42:11 GMT
From: gordie@kaleida.com (Gordie Freedman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Penultimate Truth and other favorites (was Re: PKD)

Alexander Staubo alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no writes:
>He was just getting over his best novels and *had* to produce some junk, I
>guess.  But it was enjoyable.  As was _The Penultimate Truth_, although
>the theme doesn't appeal to me that much, about people stuck inside great
>underground tanks under the belief that on the planet above, WW3 is
>raging.

Penultimate truth is classic - all those people living in a Socialist
society (loosely speaking, no attacks from economists) - and why? To
protect the American Capitalist way. What if you had to live like a
socialist to protect the capitalist way?

Not to mention the concept of the "Yance-men" and all those people living
above ground! Dick actually ripped off at least two of his short stories
for that book, one about the Yancy, and another about robots "fighting"
aboveground. Oh yeah, at least three - the little killing machine too.

Back on the subject of "Maze of Death" - I consider it a "lesser" book for
PKD, but one of the best of the "lessers". The ending didn't bother me that
much. Conceptually, think about it - well I don't want to spoil it for
anybody who didn't read it, but you can see it coming about a chapter
before the actual end - and it ties things up, and isn't actually all that
far fetched - if you were in that situation what would you do?

My personal favorites (aside from Penultimate) are Ubik, Scanner Darkly,
Zap Gun, Divine Invasion and VALIS.

Gordie Freedman
Kaleida Labs, Inc.
Mountain View, CA
gordie@kaleida.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 20:37:21 GMT
From: marco@email.ncsc.navy.mil (Barbarisi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: PK Dick

I wish to apologize, especially to Jim Doree, about any confusion I caused
regarding Philip K. Dick's Divine Invasion books.  As several people
pointed out, Ubik is not a part of the Divine Invasion milleu.  I meant to
say VALIS, with its Pink Rays and all that.  Sorry.  Ubik and VALIS were
the first Dick I read, many years ago.  I plan to re-read both novels next
week, which may force me to retract my retraction.

Someone mentioned "Eye in the Sky".  My lame memory tells me this is
another Dick story.  How well does it compare with his other work?

Marco Barbarisi
marco@email.ncsc.navy.mil

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 07:08:57 GMT
From: Wilson.M.Clements@dartmouth.edu (Will Clements)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PK Dick

Eye in the Sky is early Dick, but the elements are all there.  I'd
recommend it just for his attempts to delve inside paranoid minds.  

Will

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 14:45:28 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun061.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G.R. Dickson's Childe Cycle

Timothy C Clarke (tim@kaiwan.com) wrote:
>I recently read _Dorsai!_ .  I know that this was the first Childe Cycle
>book written by GRD, but not technically the first book in the CC.
>
>I'm not really interested in the historical books of the series (unless of
>course they come so highly recommended that I am convinced that they are
>worth it), but I have bought three more of the books. could anyone tell me
>what is the best order to read them in?
>
>The three that I have yet to read are _Soldier, Ask Not_ , _Lost Dorsai_,
>and _The Spirit of Dorsai_.

The historical novels have yet to be written.

The complete list so far is:

Necromancer
Tactics of Mistake
Soldier, Ask Not
Dorsai!
The Final Encyclopedia
Chantry Guild
Young Bleys
(Bleys the Man - have heard rumours but am not sure)

There are also some short stories set at various points, variously
collected. The best place to get the shorts is in The Dorsai Companion,
which was remaindereed in b-format pb.

There are reputed to be at least one more future (either BtM is this, or it
follows Chantry Guild/Bleys the Man), a contemporary and three historical.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 20:49:14 GMT
From: B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G.R. Dickson's Childe Cycle

A Adams (csc8aaa@sun061.leeds.ac.uk) wrote>
> The complete list so far is:
>
> Necromancer
> Tactics of Mistake
> Soldier, Ask Not
> Dorsai!
> The Final Encyclopedia
> Chantry Guild
> Young Bleys
> (Bleys the Man - have heard rumours but am not sure)

But where do _Lost Dorsai_ and _Spirit of Dorsai_ fit in? How much of these
are in _The Dorsai Companion_? (I flicked through my copies of all of these
but it still makes little sense).

Barry Traish
93 Stanningley Road
Armley, Leeds LS12 3NW UK
B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 21:01:45 GMT
From: GPMILLS@chemical.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (The Unemployed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G.R. Dickson's Childe Cycle

>The only part of Spirit and Lost that isn't in the companion is the one
>about a guard on the frontier of human space waiting for an alien attack.
>Called Warrior i think, but despite being in Lost (I think it's Lost not
>Spirit) it's not set in the dorsai universe.

The story as described sounds like _The Lost Man_ (?). About a guy that
becomes his fighter ship.  However it is not _Warrior_. _Warrior_ is the
short about Ian Graeme coming back to Earth and facing down the mobster
brother of a man under Graeme's command who was executed for reckless
handling of the troops.

These compiled illuminations can be read at any time after _Tactics of
Mistake_, _Soldier ask Not_, and _Dorsai!_, IMHO.

My personal reading order would be:

_Dorsai!_
_Tactics of Mistake_   
   now ready for _Amanda Morgan_ (Spirit of Dorsai)
_Soldier Ask Not_
   now ready for _Brothers_ (Spirit of Lorsai)
   now ready for _Lost Dorsai_ (stand alone volume of included in the
      _Dorsai Companion_) <-I think!
_Necromancer_
_The Final Encyclopeadia_
_Chantry Guild_
_Young Bleys_

Hope I didn't forget any!

I place _Necromancer_ immediately before TFE since it is in that volume
that the story's significance is explained.  _Tactics_ and _Soldier_ could
be easily interchanged.  If you'd prefer not splitting up _Spirit_, it
could be read all at once but preferably after both _Soldier_ and
_Tactics_.

The final three absolutely have to be read last and in the presented order.
The essay "When your contract takes you to the Dorsai" by Sandra Meisel
(sp?) can be read pretty much anywhere, but I'd recommend after _Soldier_
just to have a good feel for the universe.

Greg

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 18:26:49 GMT
From: troy@oraac.gsfc.nasa.gov (Troy  Stribling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Drake

bwh@coppertone.cis.ufl.edu (Brian Hook) writes:
> Just read "Hammer's Slammers" and, well, I guess it was okay...I guess.
> Sort of.  Is it just me, or do his short stories seem to be rather, um,
> pointless?  I mean, I read the whole story and it just sort of ends.
> No "Wow!" or "Neat!" or "I wasn't expecting that!" -- almost like a bad
> B-movie.
> 
> Anyone recommend something that is more indicative of his "popular" style
> (popular in that I had a lot of folks recommend his stuff to me)?

I have read a few of David Drake books, Northworld and its sequel, Legion
Of Bronze and one of the Hammer's Slammers books. I barely made it through
a couple of them and quit reading the Northworld sequel. So I guess I would
not recommend anything he has written by himself.  On the other hand, the
General series, coauthored with S. M. Sterling, I liked a lot.  This
includes the General I, II, III and IV. Also his Cluster Command series is
o.k.. This series is coauthored with several different writers. His work
seems a little better when he has a collaborator.

If you are interested in other books of this genre, I would recommend
anything by Jerry Pournelle and the Draka series by S. M. Sterling, i.e.
Marching Through Georgia, Under The Yoke and The Stone Dogs.  I
particularly liked The Stone Dogs.

Troy Stribling
troy@oraac.gsfc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 22:43:43 GMT
From: markg@ichips.intel.com (Mark Gonzales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G.A. Effinger

dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs) writes:
>R3214@naitvm.nait.ab.ca (James Martens) writes:
>>If anyone else has read George Alec Effinger's novel _When Gravity
>>Fails_, or the other two in the same series (I haven't seen them yet),
>>I'd love to hear from you.
[...]
>It is a little hard to explain, but I felt that the sequel (I think it was
>called _A Fire in the Sun_, or something close to that) weakened or went
>against the ending of _WGF_.

The third book in the series was even more of a letdown. 
SPOILER

The hero, who is a fairly normal nice guy in the first book ends up working
as a remorseless hitman. It's been years since I read #3, but I don't
recall any character development to show how a nice guy evolves into a
killer.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 22:04:18 GMT
From: dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G.A. Effinger

Mark Gonzales <markg@ichips.intel.com> wrote:
>The hero, who is a fairly normal nice guy in the first book ends up
>working as a remorseless hitman. It's been years since I read #3, but I
>don't recall any character development to show how a nice guy evolves into
>a killer.

Actually, Mari^d Audran (or something close to that) wasn't really a normal
nice guy even in the first book - he was a heavy drug user, with a tendency
to mix them, a heavy drinker (in a Muslim society this is an important
distinction), and small time criminal.  But, yes, he does still care about
people.  Of course, by the end of the book his largest self-image supports,
the fact that he is indebted to no-one, and has no electronics implanted,
have both been destroyed so some radical character challenges could be
expected.  (In fact by the end he is doing work for the two people/groups
he most hates, the cops, and the crime lord (whose name I forget).)

David
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 19:47:38 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Addendum: Left Hand of D. (Le Guin)

hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty) writes:
>Le Guin has said that the book was an Archetypal Winter Journey and an
>exploration of alternative sexual possibilities, and that she feels she
>did well with the former, but not as well with the latter.  I agree, and
>find the latter more intrinsically interesting.  But she deserves a lot of
>credit for opening up the whole question as a subject for sf exploration.

Yep, that's about how I felt about it.  The winter journey was IMO the best
part of the book.  The 'alternative sexual possibilities' was sort of a
backdrop.  I'm not sure how/if this theme could be improved , but there
wasn't as much newness in the radically different sexual possibilites as
there was in the world/environment itself.  IMO, of course.

------------------------------
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Date: 8 Mar 94 20:24:16 GMT
From: mlo@bio-rad.com (Mark L. Olson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re; Zenna Henderson

jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford) writes:
>There are two collections:
>
>Pilgrimmage: The book of the People
>The People: No different flesh
>
>There's also another edition which combines both of the above, one extra
>People story, and a couple more tenuously related stories. Can't remember
>the title though - probably something like "The Complete People
>Collection".

This is a British edition which is very hard to find in the US.  No
comparable US edition has as yet been published.  (But see below.)

aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley) writes:
>Yes, Zenna Henderson (a writer whose work I also have enjoyed) has been
>dead for a number of years.  And I have heard (though I could be mistaken
>on this) that due to some kind of legal tangle involving her estate and
>the publication rights to her work, her books are out of print and likely
>to remain so indefinitely.  Can anyone confirm or deny this?

I can't speak to whether there were legal problems in the past, but there
definitely aren't any more.  NESFA just (a week ago) got permission to
bring out the complete People stories in a new hardcover edition.  It's
tentatively titled Ingathering: The Complete People Stories of Zenna
Henderson.

It will contain the stories from Pilgrimage and No Different Flesh, plus
the two stories that have never been in People books in the US.  It's
possible that there might be more (the estate is checking to see if there
is any unpublished material), but I don't really expect it.

If all goes well, this should be out in the summer.

Mark L. Olson
Bio-Rad
237 Putnam Ave.
Cambridge, MA 02139
mlo@bio-rad.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 07:37:54 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zenna Henderson

jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford) writes:
>There are two collections:
>
>Pilgrimage: The book of the People
>
>The People: No different flesh
>
>there's also another edition which combines both of the above, one extra
>people story, and a couple more tenuously related stories. Can't remember
>the title though - probably something like "The complete people
>collection".
>
>Highly recommended.  Unfortunately, I don't think there'll be any more,
>since I believe there was a note in the last collection saying she'd died.

Yes; and it's a pity.  Too much Henderson at one sitting can leave you in
need of an insulin injection, but frankly, we can use a few stories like
hers to leaven the glut of bloody carnography that seems to be the norm
these days.
 
Intriguingly, one of the folks who contributed stories to Marion Bradley's
shared-Darkover collections had (apparently with Henderson's approval!)
grafted Henderson's universe onto Bradley's; Terran telepaths descended
from The People appear in the stories.
 
You might also enjoy a very low-budget made-for-TV movie called "THE
PEOPLE," which is rentable on VHS.  It's a composite of "ARARAT,"
"POTTAGE," and "THE FRANCHER KID," primarily; and the tenor and treatment
are very faithful.  I think Henderson would have approved.  (The only bad
part of the movie is the casting of Diane Varsi as Valency Carmody; Varsi
plays the part like a brain-damaged hippie flying on acid and weed, rather
than as an in-charge, serene Elder...)

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 13:44:22 GMT
From: elendil@mintir.new-orleans.la.us (Edward J. Branley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Jon Brater) writes:
>Fortunately, my birthday is June 5, so I can ask my parents to buy me THE
>BASTARD PRINCE.  My fond hope is that we will (per KING JAVAN'S YEAR, page
>219) see the deaths of Dimitri, Vicar General Paulin, and Earl Manfred
>McInnis of Culdi for playing such a pivotal role in King Javan's fall.
>Since DERYNI RISING makes no mention of the Ordo Custodes Fidei (though
>it's been years sinve I read DERYNI RISING), there is reason to believe
>Paulin's Order will begin to fade as well, though Albertus as Earl Marshal
>is still the best military commander Gwynedd has, and he will be needed
>when Prince Marek of Festil makes his Torenthi-supported bid for the
>throne of Gwynedd.

You know, this has been bugging me for a while.  In the story "The
Priesting of Arilan," The Arilan brothers, Stefan and Laran all speculate
on how the bishops have managed to get merasha in the sacramental wine used
at ordinations for 200 years.  One suggests a secret group or order of
priests.  I can't help but wonder if the Custos still exist by Kelson's
time, in some secret form.

>I also wondered why Earl Richard of Carthane, Murdoch's son, had a seat in
>Council on the day of the palace coup when Prince Rhys Michael was
>presiding.  Javan did confirm Richard as Earl, but he never said, "I name
>Richard, Earl of Carthane, to my Council."  Far better to have kept
>Murdoch's seat vacant, or filled it one of Javan's supporters.

Well, one could attribute this sort of thing to the fact that Javan is so
young, but then the young Kelson was pretty sharp politically.  I think the
main reason is that Javan was overly paranoid about being discovered as
having Deryni powers.  His desire not to be discovered led to some unwise
judgements, IMO, like not just outright executing Murdoch and suppressing
the Custos.

Edward J. Branley
Seashell Software
Metairie, LA
elendil@mintir.new-orleans.la.us

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 22:11:07 GMT
From: richardl@austin.ibm.com (Larry Richards)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

I believe that suppressing the Custos and executing all the Regents, while
much to be desired, was totally out of the question for Javan.  Just
because he's King doesn't mean he can order anything he wants, however
desirable that might be. For one thing the Regents no doubt have the
support of the populace in their suppression of the Deryni and a peasant
revolt against a King is no small matter. Second, very powerful families
are invovled here with large numbers of men-at-arms owing them feudal
service. Although in the end Javan was done in more by trickery than open
revolt, if he had acted too precipitously, even open action against the
King would have been likely as Kelson found out in his own more 'liberal'
time.

Javan seems much more astute than you give him credit for. In the end, what
really doomed him was being *too* accommodating to the Deryni and not
cold-blooded enough in his dealings with the Regents. Instead of open
suppression of the Custodes and open war with the Regents, he should have
turned to assassination as most likely to secure his throne (and his life).
In a way his very goodness doomed him to failure.  This is not to say he
was not astute, but rather that he was not diabolical enough.

Larry Richards

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 23:08:54 GMT
From: elendil@mintir.new-orleans.la.us (Edward J. Branley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

alisonb@cats.ucsc.edu (Alison Breeze) writes:
>I always get Latin names horribly confused :) but wasn't Ordo Custodes
>Fidei mentioned in Quest for Saint Camber? I'm refering to the scene when
>Kelson was talking to the assembled bishops. The priest in question was
>questioning Kelson about his knowledge on how Deryni were kept from
>becoming priest.

You're thinking of the similarity between the Ordo Verbei Dei of Camber's
day and the Ordo Vox Dei of Kelson's time.  The similarity is definitely
interesting; perhaps the later order is related in some way to the older
one, which was Cinhil's order before he gave up his vocation.

Edward J. Branley
Seashell Software
Metairie, LA
elendil@mintir.new-orleans.la.us

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 09:25:19 GMT
From: mabr@sweden.hp.com (Morgan "the Dreamer" Broman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

Edward J. Branley (elendil@mintir.new-orleans.la.us) wrote:

>You know, this has been bugging me for a while.  In the story "The
>Priesting of Arilan," The Arilan brothers, Stefan and Laran all speculate
>on how the bishops have managed to get merasha in the sacramental wine
>used at ordinations for 200 years.  One suggests a secret group or order
>of priests.  I can't help but wonder if the Custos still exist by Kelson's
>time, in some secret form.

  This could be true, the Michelaines went underground and some of them
entered other Orders when the were hunted. Same thing could have been done
with the Custos.

>Well, one could attribute this sort of thing to the fact that Javan is so
>young, but then the young Kelson was pretty sharp politically.  I think
>the main reason is that Javan was overly paranoid about being discovered
>as having Deryni powers.  His desire not to be discovered led to some
>unwise judgements, IMO, like not just outright executing Murdoch and
>suppressing the Custos.

   Kelson do have some powerful political supporters, who show up at court
etc.. From what I remember Javans supporters were not among the really
powerful nobles of Gwynnedd. Some of the people around Kelson were also a
result of Brions strong reign. Before Javan there was no such thing, which
gave him a more complicated situation to deal with.

   I agree that executions would have been simple, as would banishment of
the Custodes. What we really do not know is what kind of a political
backlash this could cause. When the Templars were extinguished in France
and England, there were strong Kings, working with their strong advisors
who did it as a coup...;) And still, despite this, they just barely made
it.

Morgan Broman
mabr@sweden.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 02:21:26 GMT
From: piaw@marlin.cs.washington.edu (Piaw Na)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tales of the Continuing Time

Just finished "The Long Run", and it's *awesome*.  Highly addictive.

I'm definitely a fan of Daniel Keys Moran.  I remember that either he or
someone else posted a whole bunch of detail about the Tales of the
Continuing Time to the net sometime last year or so.  Does anyone have that
post?  Could you please mail it to me?

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 14:10:57 GMT
From: EFEEHAN@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Fiona)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: James Morrow

Bryan Miller <grey@bnr.ca> writes:
>I believe he was working on a new book (Jerimiah? something like that)
>which was to be finished sometime this year.

If you're thinking of _Towing Jehovah_ (Harcourt Brace), it's due out in
May.

Your list of Morrow's works looks complete to me, except for an early
title, _The Adventures of Smoke Bailey_ (1983), which may or may not be
fiction and may not even be by the same Morrow.  It supplements a computer
program called _In Search of the Most Amazing Thing_ by Thomas F. F.
Snyder, and that's all I know about it.

Fiona
efeehan@umiami.ir.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 13:37:06 GMT
From: nsmca@aurora.alaska.edu (Ken Caron)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Info on H. Beam Piper's Worlds!?

Looking for any info on H. Beam Piper, his books, his life, and such.
Namely the Universe of the "Space Vikings" and especially the "Lord Kalvan
of Otherwhen" either by him, or by other authors.  I have enjoyed his
books, even though I started reading them after his unfortunate passing (I
know the story, but have had too many friends go the same way).

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 11:32:09 GMT
From: giudice@vega.cicsd.unive.it (Camillo Giudice)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Good Omens

Can anybody tell me something about "Good Omens"?

I read an interview where this book was said really great!  As in Italy it
is probably under another name or title, maybe you can tell me at least its
author and its editor.

Thanks anyway.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 20:45:20 GMT
From: SXC3@psuvm.psu.edu (Sabrina Chase)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Good Omens

I have read "Good Omens", and recommend you do the same before the
Apocalypse.  Authors are Pratchett and (mumble) (sorry, memory is starting
to go).  Very, very funny um, interpretation of the Biblical version of
Apocalypse, with the necessary Four Horsemen (not to mention the Four
Bikers), the Antichrist (a very nice boy who doesn't feel like destroying
the world today, thank you), and a few thousand other nutters.  If you find
the pen of Pratchett a bit heavy and obvious, the intervention of the other
author (who is very good, I just can't remember his name!) leavens things a
bit.  Hope this helps.

Sabrina Chase
Penn State

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 21:04:00 GMT
From: schaf@socrates.ucsf.edu (Chris Schafmeister)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Good Omens

This book is funny, charming, wonderful, delightful.  I have had to buy
three copies sofar because I lend it out to friends and have difficulty
getting it back. (sigh)

The author is Terry Pratchet and some other guy who I don't remember right
now.

I'll try to remember to mail it to you later.

If you haven't read any Terry Pratchet then you have a great deal to look
forward too.

Check out the trilogy "Truckers", "Diggers", and "Wings".  They are
described as children's books but if you haven't grown up yet you will love
them too.

The "Discworld" series are his most well known books, they are singularily
wonderful.

Christian E.A.F. Schafmeister
University of California
San Francisco
UUCP: ucbvax!ucsfcgl!schaf
INTERNET: schaf@cgl.ucsf.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 23:07:03 GMT
From: patterner@aol.com (Patterner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Good Omens

GOOD OMENS - THE NICE AND ACCURATE PROPHECIES OF AGNES NUTTER, WITCH is by
Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett.  Gaiman is the well-known writer of The
Sandman comics; Pratchett is known for his Discworld books and the
TRUCKERS/DIGGERS/WINGS trilogy (all hilarious).  It was published in 1990
by Workman Publishing Company, Inc., 708 Broadway, NY, NY, 10003.

The Science Fiction Book Club version has a picture of Gaiman and Pratchett
on the back and a quote from Clive Barker: "The Apocalypse has never been
funnier... Mr. Gaiman and Mr. Pratchett are to be congratulated: their
partnership has produced a riotous romp through Revelations, brimming with
blissful daftness."

Definitely a good book!

Marilee J. Layman

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 00:04:52 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Good Omens

Good Omens is wonderful. Two rumours:

The original title was William the Antichrist, but the estate of Compton
threatened to sue.

The title of the sequel will be 664: The Neighbour of the Beast.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 00:07:46 GMT
From: schafer@raistlan.network.com (Martin Schafer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Good Omens

aaa@scs.leeds.ac.uk writes:
>The title of the sequel will be 664: The Neighbour of the Beast.

Apparently at the point they wrote Good Omens, they considered doing such a
sequel, but have now gone on to other things and will probably never do it.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 09:54:26 GMT
From: rtaylor@cie-2.uoregon.edu (Reality Fault (core dumped))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Saberhagen:  The last book of Swords  (spoilers)

Dan Swartzendruber writes:
>russgold@access.netaxs.com (Russell Gold) writes:
>>Scott Schwartz (schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu) wrote:
>>>I just read Shieldbreaker's Story.  It was a quick and dirty wrap-up of
>>>the whole series.  In retrospect I would have been happier if he had
>>>just stopped with the last one and left things mysterious, but this
>>>wasn't a bad ``down in flames'' style finish.
>
>>Does Saberhagen ever explain how Wood (who was killed near the end of
>>"Changeling Earth") came to be alive for this series?
>
>Yes, this had me seriously puzzled.  It was pretty clear in the original
>scene that Orcus blew Wood away.  Totally.  Unless some deus-ex-machina
>intervened, as an authorial afterthought no less, I don't see how it is
>the same Wood.  But it clearly *is*.  If he doesn't tie up this particular
>loose end, I'm going to be really ticked off.  Good authors don't change
>things this way without a damn good reason.

Said loose end was tied up in book 5 or 6.  Wood was summoned by a pair of
young adults (didn't want to say kids :) looking for power to kill their
father/mentor if I remember right.  They more or less provided him an
escape route.

I thought this was an excellent wrap-up of the series, with a surprisingly
good flow from the other books of the series.  If you didn't see any of
this coming, you weren't paying enough attention to the series.  (On that
note, nice to know a friend and I pretty much exactly predicted the 'trump'
order of the remaining swords - i.e. Woundhealer takes all)

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Anderson & Simmons (2 msgs) & Stith &
                       Tom Swift & Vinge (3 msgs) & 
                       Watt-Evans (2 msgs) & Weber (3 msgs) & 
                       Games in SF (2 msgs)


---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 15:12:51 GMT
From: browc@ils.unc.edu (Carlton Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Tales of the Time Patrol_[?]

Poul Anderson's _Tales of the Time Patrol_ has been "forthcoming" since
1990. Does anyone know if it has actually been published?

W. Carlton Brown
browc@ruby.ils.unc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 18:21:10 GMT
From: markk@david.rdyne.rockwell.com (Mark Kelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  Simmons

Antony.Helliwell@isltd.insignia.com (Antony Helliwell) writes:
>Did I dream it, or did I read somewhere that there is supposed to be a new
>book of short stories by Dan Simmons (set in the "Hyperion" universe)
>coming out in the UK sometime this year?  Can anyone confirm or deny this?

The March Locus forthcoming-books issue lists Dan Simmons' _Endymion_ from
the UK publisher Headline, in hardcover and trade paperback, in November
1994.  (But the book has been announced and postponed at least once
before.)

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 08:43:45 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dan Simmons (Was Re: Kress' Beggars in Spain)

brad@clarinet.com (Brad Templeton) writes:
> above the novella as the novella was above ordinary fare.  I.e. if you
> want two Hugos for this story, you have to wow us beyond belief.  I think
> the Fall of Hyperion, which was really Hyperion part II, ran into a bit
> of this as well.

The Fall of Hyperion, in my opinion, ran into a different sort of trouble.

Simmons spent a long time, in Hyperion, setting up a situation that was
incomprehensible, that ran all contrary to any human logic, that was
terrifying just because of its very deep mystery.  Any possible solution to
this, anything that involved explaining the inexplicable, would have a
great deal of difficulty matching the profundity of the problems.

And, in The Fall of Hyperion, what we got was, ultimately, not much more
than a run of the mill political intrigue, with slightly higher stakes than
usual.  Even if what we learned there really explained everything (and I'm
not at all convinced that it did), it just didn't have enough weight to
match what was in Hyperion.

Sometimes I think that Clarke's way is the best: some things are
inexplicable because they really are fundamentally beyond human
understanding.  None of the human characters in the book will ever
understand them, and neither will the human readers.

Matthew Austern
matt@physics.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 01:18:40 GMT
From: aa735@freenet.carleton.ca (Duncan MacGregor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Book Review: _Manhattan Transfer_ by John E. Stith

[Meta Note: there may be a "minor" spoiler in the following, but the book
cover gives it away, too.]

		MANHATTAN TRANSFER by John E. Stith (1993)

John Stith is, I believe, one of the most under-rated SF authors to appear
in a long while.  His book _Redshift Rendezvous_ (1990) is one of the best
descriptions I have seen yet of an FTL passenger ship.  This new book is, I
believe, even better.

What happens if an alien spaceship comes suddenly to planet Earth, cuts
Manhattan Island loose from its bedrock, and steals it?  That's the premise
that starts this novel.  The alien ship is absolutely enormous, it has the
shape of a stop sign (which isn't really a spoiler), and it makes off with
Manhattan with perfect ease.  What follows is the story of a group of
people, led by the city's mayor, who are trapped on the island when it was
taken and who proceed to investigate why this was done.

After Manhattan is taken, the book reads much like a "whodunnit", as the
one group tries to find out why this has happened, and another group,
convinced that the theft is a literal "act of God", tries to stop them.
The twists in the plot, especially when they meet the aliens who run the
vessel, are surprising indeed though clues to them do show up earlier.  The
only problem I had with the book was that its focus seemed to be too
narrow; almost nothing was mentioned about the reaction of the rest of
Earth to Manhattan's departure.  Does Earth have no space stations or
satellites at the time this happens?  Do none of Earth's nations
(especially the U.S.) get around to attacking the invader?  The author (or
the publisher) might well have decided that the book was too long in its
original form.  Nevertheless, it still was a mistake to cut out the
sections describing Earth's reaction to the theft.

One of Stith's great strengths is his characterization of the protagonists.
He clearly explores motivation as well as actual actions.  This was quite
visible in _Redshift_Rendezvous_, where only humans appear.  Here, Stith
applies his characterizations to aliens as well.  While some of them are
perhaps too anthropomorphic, others appear to be very appropriate.  It
reminds me very much of Hal Clement's or Robert Forward's novels, but they
lack the tendency towards wordiness that plagues much of their more recent
work.  Despite the length of the book mentioned above, it reads like a
"short story" and the action does not lag.

The tale is fairly simple, but it reads very well.  Here's hoping that
Stith will continue to write more SF.

Author:     Stith, John E.
City:       New York City, N.Y., USA
Date:       July, 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-312-85285-1
Publisher:  Tor "A Tom Doherty Associates book"
Keywords:   SF, aliens, first contact
Comments:   USD 21.95, CAD 28.95 (hardcover) [c 1993]
Pages:      381pp.
Title:      Manhattan Transfer

Duncan MacGregor
aa735@freenet.carleton.ca
duncanm@micor.ocunix.on.ca

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 19:03:22 GMT
From: michaelb@sunrise.cse.fau.edu (Michael Rogero Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tom Swift Index

Tom Swift Adventures  by Victor Appleton (Howard Garis #1-35, the rest by
                                          Harriet Stratemeyer Adams)
   1911-41

1. Tom Swift and His Motor Cycle
2.    and His Motor Boat
3.    and His Airship
4.    and His Submarine Boat
5.    and His Electric Runabout
6.    and His Wireless Message
7.    Amoung the Diamond Makers
8.    in the Caves of Ice
9.    and His Sky Racer
10.   and His Electric Rifle
11.   In the City of Gold
12.   and His Air Glider
13.   in Captivity
14.   and His Wizard Camera
15.   and His Great Search Light
16.   and His Giant Cannon
17.   and His Photo Telephone
18.   and His Aerial Warship
19.   and His Big Tunnel
20.   In the Land of Wonders
21.   and His War Tank
22.   and His Air Scout
23.   and His Undersea Search
24.   Amoung the Fire Fighters
25.   and His Electric Locomotive
26.   and His Flying Boat
27.   and His Great Oil Gushers
28.   and His Chest of Secrets
29.   and His Airline Express
30.   Circling the Globe
31.   and His Talking Pictures
32.   and His House on Wheels
33.   and His Big Dirigible [retitled: T.S. and His Giant Dirigible]
34.   and His Sky Train
35.   and His Giant Magnet
36.   and His Television Detector
37.   and His Ocean Airport
38.   and His Planet Stones
39.   and His Giant Telescope [Better Little Book]
40.   and His Magnetic Silence [Better Little Book]

Note: Format of series was hardback books in plain brown bindings.
 
Tom Swift, Jr Adventures by Vicotr Appleton II (Harriet S, Adams on most?)

   1954-68

1. Tom Swift and His Flying Lab
2. Tom Swift and His Jetmarine
3. Tom Swift and His Rocket Ship
4. Tom Swift and His Giant Robot
5. Tom Swift and His Atomic Earth Blaster
6. Tom Swift and His Outpost in Space [retitled: T.S. and His Skywheel]
7. Tom Swift and His Diving Seacopter
8. Tom Swift in the Caves of Nuclear Fire
9. Tom Swift on the Phantom Satellite
10. Tom Swift and His Ultrasonic Cycloplane
11. Tom Swift and His Deep-Sea Hydrodome
12. Tom Swift in the Race to the Moon
13. Tom Swift and His Space Solartron
14. Tom Swift and His Electronic Retroscope 
      [paperback retitled: T.S. in the Jungle of the Mayas] 
15. Tom Swift and His Spectromarine Selector 
      [paperback retitled: T.S. and the City of Gold]
16. Tom Swift and the Cosmic Astronauts
17. Tom Swift and the Visitor from Planet X
18. Tom Swift and the Electronic Hydrolung
19. Tom Swift and His Triphibian Atomicar
20. Tom Swift and His Megascope Space Prober
21. Tom Swift and the Asteroid Pirates
22. Tom Swift and His Repelatron Skyway
23. Tom Swift and His Aquatomic Tracker
24. Tom Swift and His 3-D Telejector
25. Tom Swift and His Polar-Ray Dynasphere
26. Tom Swift and His Sonic Boom Trap
27. Tom Swift and His Subocean Geotron
28. Tom Swift and the Mystery Comet
29. Tom Swift and the Captive Planetoid		
30. Tom Swift and His G-Force Inverter
31. Tom Swift and His Dyna-4 Capsule
32. Tom Swift and His Cosmotron Express
33. Tom Swift and the Galaxy Ghosts

Note: Series was originally published in borrowing blue hardcovers.  Later
went to more familiar full color cover w/ yellow-orange spine and back.
This version was available until early 70s.  In mid-70s a handful of random
titles were republished in trade paperback with new titles and
cover/interior art.  Late-70s early 80s, about 6-8 of the first few were
reprinted in mass market paperback.  Tom Swift Series by Victor Appleton

early-mid 1980s

1. The City in the Stars
2. Terror on the Moons of Jupiter
3. The Alien Probe
4. The War in Outer Space
5. The Astral Fortress
6. The Rescue Mission
7. Ark Two
8. Crater of Mystery
9. Gateway to Doom
10. The Invisible Force
11. Planet of Wightmany
12. Chaos on Earth

Note: This series was published in trade paperback volumes.  Not published
by Gross & Dunlop.  Have no idea if any connection was made to previous
series.

Tom Swift Series by Victor Appleton (Byron Priess Visual Productions
involved)

1990s

1. The Black Dragon
2. The Negative Zone
3. Cyborg Kickboxer
4. The DNA Disaster
5. Monster Machine
6. Aquatech Warrior
7. Moonstalker
8. The Microbots
9. ??
more ??

Note: Latest series from people doing 'new' Nancy Drew, Hardy Boys stuff.
No idea if any connection with previous series.

Michael Rogero Brown
IBM - Boca Raton
michaelb@sol.cse.fau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 22:03:41 GMT
From: seawasp@vm2.cis.pitt.edu (Sea Wasp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: VINGE: Info on the Qeng Ho?

   In _A Fire Upon the Deep_, Vinge has an interstellar organization called
the Qeng Ho; one of the characters, Ravna, mentions that there really was a
Qeng Ho, on Old Earth, about a thousand years before spaceflight.

   Is this true, and, if so, where would I look for information on it?  The
name sounds vaguely oriental, so my first guess would be to look in ancient
Chinese/Japanese history, but even that would be a pretty large task if
"Qeng Ho" is an obscure footnote in history.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 05:44:00 GMT
From: chuthlu@netcom.com (Galen Jang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: VINGE: Info on the Qeng Ho?

  Qeng HO, or Cheng Ho, is a Ming Dynasty Chinese explorer whose travels
ranged as far as South Africa centuries before Prince Henry the Navigator
started sending his ships out.  His ships were immense by European
standards then.  Three of Prince Henry's tiny caravals can fit on the deck
of one of his flagships.  Yes, he explored the world not with one ship, but
a fleet with hundreds of ships of various sizes.  Carl Sagan's book
"Cosmos" has some discussion on Qeng Ho's travels.

Galen Jang
Chuthlu@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 15:56:01 GMT
From: ted@dme.nt.gov.au (Ted Findhammer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vernor Vinge

I have just finished reading "A Fire Upon The Deep"; quite fascinating.
Comment: Vernor Vinge MUST be an Aussie in disguise; absolutely no one else
would ever come up with the idea to design an alien intelligence around a
six-pack -:), -:) 

Ted

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 03:59:06 GMT
From: burnight@delphi.com (dav)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lawrence Watt-Evans _Out of this World_

cfb103 <CFB103@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>I've noticed that Watt-Evans' books have been acquiring a darker tone over
>the last few years.  _Taking Flight_, _The Spell of the Black Dagger_,
 
I think that he is maturing as a writer, his themes only look darker
because of the "mirror shades" everyone is wearing nowadays.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 15:30:10 GMT
From: ifraser@cc.brynmawr.edu (Fraser Ian E)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lawrence Watt-Evans _Out of this World_

Well, I wouldn't exactly call his _Lords_Of_Dus_ series (or whatever it was
that it was called) light.  in fact I think it was most definitely dark,
and those were among his first major works weren't they?

(In case I got the series title wrong I'm talking about the one that starts
out with the lure of the basilisk)

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 23:46:27 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Weber: Honor Harrington

cpf@alchemy.TN.Cornell.EDU (Courtenay Footman) writes:
>Aside from that, though tSVW maintains the standards he set in the first
>two books.  One begins to wonder, though, how much longer the Royal
>Maticoran Navy will keep giving Honor ships - each time they do so, she
>breaks it!
 
I, personally, would begin to worry more about *crews* - people who want to
die gloriously have their faults as normal crew!
 
The Navy is unlikely to complain unless her exchange rate drops toward
parity; so far, she's been using up ships to very good ends.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 19:16:01 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Weber: Honor Harrington

spoilers:

Dani Zweig (dani@netcom.com) wrote:
>cpf@alchemy.TN.Cornell.EDU (Courtenay Footman):
>>I do love Honor; however I am a bit upset with Weber about one thing: He
>>named one character Robert (Rob) Stanton Pierre.
>
>It gets worse:  He named Rob S Pierre's flunky Saint-Just.

Nobody's mentioned Danton yet, hunh?

I think I disagree mildly with Courtenay - I think the first and second
books were marginally better than this one.  Mind you, this is
hair-splitting; I'm still enjoying this series immensely.

I loved that bit at the beginning where the Peeps are discussing going to
war with the Manties.  Paraphrase: "They just can't absorb the kinds of
losses we do.  Unless they can manage to inflict really imbalanced losses
on us, I don't think we can lose."  Alarms went off at this point; Honor
and co. *always* inflict really imbalanced losses.  :-)

The other good line was when Paul was telling Honor he'd spar with her if
she promised not to hurt him, referring to the Grayson incident.  "I was
hoping people would forget that."  Yeah, *right*, Honor.

(Then there's the potential for fan fiction about Paul, Honor, and the
treecat, but mentioning that would be _silly_.)

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 19:57:17 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Weber: Honor Harrington

What I didn't like about the third one was that it is too precisely set up
for a sequel.

First we had Young setting up Honor with what's-his-name, the diplomat's
relative.  But nothing happened with that.

Second, this book ends with her just starting out on a mission - the other
two ended with the mission.  Very nicely wrapped up, I thought, for each.

Third, the mission she will be starting on is escorting Young to his court
martial.

Lastly, we have the title of the fourth book: _On the Field of Dishonor_
(or is it just _Field of Dishonor_?).

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 16:21:31 GMT
From: egbr@lise.unit.no (Egil Geir Brautaset)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE:  Game portrayal in SF

In Mary Gentle's : Golden Withcbreed (and also Ancient Light) the
inhabitants on Orthe played a game called Ochmir, which were detailed in an
appendix. I believe this game to have some kind of metaphorical value in
the book, but as it is a long time since last I read it I can no longer
remember anything about it.

Egil

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 16:59:52 GMT
From: Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.compaq.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

I'm disappointed.  I haven't seen anyone mention Arthur C. Clarke yet:

  IMPERIAL EARTH: The main character learns to play Pentominoes.  Actually,
it's more of a puzzle than a game, but this book got me hooked on them for
quite a long time!  Fortunately for me, the copy I checked out of the
library had a picture of what the Pentominoes looked like.  Otherwise, I
don't think I would have figured them out.  (I was pretty young at the
time.)

  THE CITY AND THE STARS: If I remember correctly, the main character and
some friends are playing a virtual-reality role-playing game and this was
*years* before anyone thought of VR!!

Stretching the definition of "game" for a minute here: how about LORD
VALENTINE'S CASTLE by Robert Silverberg?  The main character learns to
juggle, and is accompanied by a troupe of juggling aliens with four arms!

Stephen King: THE LONG WALK and THE RUNNING MAN are both about "games" in
the near future, and both are very good books, IMO.

...And since Piers Anthony has already been brought up, don't forget WITH A
TANGLED SKEIN (Incarnations of Immortality), where Fate must run an
obstacle course set up by Satan.  Don't ask me why.

Erich Hurst
Compaq Computer Corporation
Houston, Texas

------------------------------
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Date: 28 Feb 94 20:38:57 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.E. van Vogt

moudgill@cs.cornell.edu " Mayan Moudgill" writes:
>Worse still, you'll encounter multiple expansions of the same story; I
>have a hazy recollection of one particular story that appears as a short
>story, two novellas and a novel, of which only the story is good enough to
>read.

Agreed, in spades.  While I still enjoy his books if I'm in the mood, there
are at least three of the novels where
   (a) I don't remember, even from the back cover blurb, which story is
       in the book;
   (b) I don't remember *after* reading it which one I have just read!

>A fair of A.E. van Vogt's writing deals with ubermensch: characters that
>are, because of race, genetics, thought paradigms or technology, superior
>to others in their society, and their interactions with that society.

Also, a large number (all?) deal with these people having or gaining some
kind of ESP.  While I have no objection to books with ESP, it does get a
little boring after the 15th book...

>However, IMHO his best book is The Book of Ptath (I hope it's ptath).  To
>the best of my knowledge its one of his few books not based on a
>short-story; consequently, it reads much better than the others.

I would agree (and yes, it's Ptath).  My other favourite is Rogue Ship,
although IMO the ending was weak and hurried.

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 14:54:11 GMT
From: B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.E. van Vogt

I think my mileage has varied considerably with A.E. van Vogt. I like
reading his novels until the last few pages when he has a tendency to pull
a Deus Ex Machina ending. I am reminded of Lionel Fanthorpe who would
realise that he only had a few hundred words left until he reached the
wordlimit of his commission and would produce an ending there, even if he
was only halfway through. It may be a net.heresy, but I think in this van
Vogt is very similar to Vernor Vinge (and they are both V V!!)

Barry Traish
93 Stanningley Road
Armley, Leeds LS12 3NW
B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 20:11:15 GMT
From: seawasp@vm2.cis.pitt.edu (Sea Wasp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.E. van Vogt

B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH) writes:
>I think my mileage has varied considerably with A.E. van Vogt. I like
>reading his novels until the last few pages when he has a tendency to pull
>a Deus Ex Machina ending.
		
[...]

>It may be a net.heresy, but I think in this van Vogt is very similar to
>Vernor Vinge (and they are both V V!!)

   Hmm. I'm not quite clear on what you mean by Deus Ex Machina if you're
including Vinge. Even van Vogt, from my experience, rarely does true DeM
endings. _Slan_ certainly didn't have one of those; _Players of Null-A_
didn't. Sure, he has a slam-bang ending on a lot of his stories, but he's
generally set you up for it.

   I haven't read a great deal of Vinge yet, having been introduced to him
through _A Fire Upon the Deep_, but you can hardly call the endings of
either _The Witling_ or AFUtD "Deus-Ex-Machina" (except as a deliberate PUN
in AFUtD). The endings in question were set up very carefully, and in fact
had a good deal of foreshadowing and preparation. Nothing was "invented" in
the last five seconds to allow Our Heroes to triumph; given the information
previously extant in the books, we could theoretically have figured out the
results ourselves.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 09:44:06 GMT
From: oleary@saturn.rowan.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.E. van Vogt

dave@CS.Arizona.EDU (Dave Schaumann) writes:
> BTW, I remember reading a short story by van Vogt and Harlan Ellison (I
> remember the authors because it seemed like such an unlikely pairing),
> but I have no recollection of where I saw it or what it was called.
> Anyone remember anything like this?

The above was actually a pair of short stories, "A toy for Juliet" and
"Yours truly, Jack the Ripper," one a sequel to the other. They appear
together in the "Again, Dangerous Visions" anthology edited by Ellison.

Blake Johnson
blakester@aol.com
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Date: 3 Mar 94 16:55:21 GMT
From: djdaneh@pbhyc.pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.E. van Vogt

oleary@saturn.rowan.edu writes:
>The above was actually a pair of short stories, "A toy for Juliet" and
>"Yours truly, Jack the Ripper," one a sequel to the other. They appear
>together in the "Again, Dangerous Visions" anthology edited by Ellison.

Sorry, but those two were, respectively, by Robert Bloch and Harlan
Ellison.

Ellison has, however, collaborated with van Vogt, as well as many another
writers, over the course of his career.  A number of these collaborations
(the "other" writers include Roger Zelazny, Joe L. Hensley, Robert
Sheckley, and quite a number of others), including the van Vogt, are
gathered in Ellison's collection PARTNERS IN WONDER.

Moderately recommended, especially for the Cordwainer Smith
pastiche-tribute Harlan co-wrote with Theodore Sturgeon; and for the
Ellison-Sheckley delight, "I See a Man Sitting on a Chair, and the Chair is
Biting His Leg."

Dan'l

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 16:56:34 GMT
From: mstemper@empros.com (Michael Stemper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.E. van Vogt

Dan'l DanehyOakes (djdaneh@pbhyc.PacBell.COM) wrote:
>>The above was actually a pair of short stories, "A toy for Juliet" and
>>"Yours truly, Jack the Ripper," one a sequel to the other. They appear
>>together in the "Again, Dangerous Visions" anthology edited by Ellison.
>
>Sorry, but those two were, respectively, by Robert Bloch and Harlan
>Ellison.

And "Yours Truly, Jack the Ripper" was actually called "The Prowler in the
City at the Edge of the World"

Michael F. Stemper
mstemper@empros.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 19:05:09 GMT
From: lillyp@tuzo.erin (Lilly Posarac)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

I'm sure this thread has been active before, but I can't remember much
about it.  Does anyone know when To Green Angel Tower will be out in
paperback?  I thought it was supposed to be out in early March since that's
when the hardcover came out in '93, but I haven't seen any signs of it yet.
Oh well, guess I'll have to be patient.

For those that have read it, how was the book compared to The Dragonbone
Chair and The Stone of Farewell (no spoilers please!)?  I really liked the
first two (IMO, only Jordan is better).

Thanks for any info.

Lilly Posarac
University of Toronto
Computer Science
lillyp@credit.erin.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 22:58:56 GMT
From: css60@cc.keele.ac.uk (R. Collins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

My opinion of To Green Angel Tower:
Overlong and slow to get motivated (much like the other two)
Stylish but over derivative
Oh yes and the twists are fairly well signalled but still extremely well
done.  Probably better than the first two, that is in my own opinion.

Rich

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 23:19:08 GMT
From: felicityg@aol.com (Felicity G)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

IMO TGAT was an excellent conclusion to the series. It tied up everything
very nicely, with the possible exception of Simon's identity, which seemd a
bit contrived (but I won't give it away). It's been a while since I read
it, so I can't offer more detailed information. Also, it is *very* long, so
I didn't even remember everything from the beginning by the time I reached
the end! I will have to go back and read the entire series at some point.
Williams and Jordan are my two favorite fantasy authors as well; I'd be
hard pressed to say which one I like better.

Felicity Kusinitz
felicityg@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 00:48:40 GMT
From: edwong@eis.calstate.edu (Edmund WONG)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

lillyp@tuzo.erin (Lilly Posarac) writes:
> For those that have read it, how was the book compared to The Dragonbone
> Chair and The Stone of Farewell (no spoilers please!)?  I really liked
> the first two (IMO, only Jordan is better).

Well, I thought that it wasn't as... enthralling as the others.  I put it
down for about a month and read Jordans' FoH so that tells you something
already.  A lot of it plods though.  I'd read and just feel like screaming
"What's the matter with you man!" in a Ren Hoek voice, at teh pace.  Still,
there were a few scenes that were incomparable and will always stay with me
(incredibly well orchestrated).  Like someone else said, the ending about
Simon was rather contrived and hocus-pocus like.  Overall too Eddings-like
for my taste.

On the whole though, it was worth the buy (20 odd bucks) but if it's
between Jordan's worst book so far (which is still great in comparison to
most) and Green Angel, definitely go for Jordan and check out Green Angel
from the library.

Edmund H. Wong
edwong@ctp.org
edwong@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 03:18:28 GMT
From: dl24@cornell.edu (Dan Lorey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

   Good News: According to the latest Waldenbooks SF newsletter, _To Green
Angel Tower_ comes out from DAW towards the end of March.

   Bad News: DAW has *split it into two volumes* (each at $5.99 US).  The
second half is supposed to come out in July. (This makes the hardback seem
even more affordable in 20-20 hindsight *grin*).

Dan Lorey
Bioanalytical Chemist
Cornell University
Ithaca, NY
dl24@cornell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 05:39:29 GMT
From: tyf@uclink.berkeley.edu (Allen Tam)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower (minor spoilers)

Minor spoilers ahead!

Is it just me or does it seem that Tad Williams is obsessed with dark
forbidding places?  Throughout the three books, Simon always seems to get
horrifically lost either in some deep underground cavern or a gigantic
forest where he runs around for a couple of days, nearly dies of starvation
and thirst, but eventually gets out all right.  When this happened for like
the tenth time in _Green Angel Tower_ I was waiting for Simon to scream
out, "Not again!!"

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 20:23:04 GMT
From: quinnmj@cs.curtin.edu.au (Matthew Quinn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

lillyp@tuzo.erin (Lilly Posarac) writes:
>For those that have read it, how was the book compared to The Dragonbone
>Chair and The Stone of Farewell (no spoilers please!)?  I really liked the
>first two (IMO, only Jordan is better).

TGAT was too long winded IMO, great story line for about 500 pages,
unfortunately it turned out over 1000 (at least in my copy) Could have been
great if Tad Williams could have controlled his verbosity.  Could also have
done without the dark forbidding section (If you read the first two you
know the type of section, like where Simon flees the tower in The
Dragonbone Chair.

Matthew Quinn

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 20:58:29 GMT
From: bradleyn@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (bradley smith)
Newsgroups: rec.arts.sf.written
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

Felicity G <felicityg@aol.com> wrote:
>IMO TGAT was an excellent conclusion to the series. It tied up everything
>very nicely, with the possible exception of Simon's identity, which seemd
>a bit contrived (but I won't give it away).

I thought it was excellent also.  However, I saw it coming a mile away, at
the beginning of the series.  I mean, when they were discussing his father,
and the ring, and...  But, anyway, another reason I liked it is that I got
my money's worth for the hardback.  I spent $25, and had to lug it around
for a week at school.  Normally, I'll spend $15-20, and lug the book around
for only one or two days.  :)

Brad Smith

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 01:18:43 GMT
From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Robots in Time" series by William F. Wu

	 ISAAC ASIMOV'S ROBOTS IN TIME: PREDATOR by William F. Wu
	  AvoNova, ISBN 0-380-76510-1, April 1993, 244pp, US$4.99
	 ISAAC ASIMOV'S ROBOTS IN TIME: MARAUDER by William F. Wu
	  AvoNova, ISBN 0-380-76511-X, July 1993, 243pp, US$4.99
	  ISAAC ASIMOV'S ROBOTS IN TIME: WARRIOR by William F. Wu
	     AvoNova, ISBN 0-380-76512-8, 1993, 243pp, US$4.99
	 ISAAC ASIMOV'S ROBOTS IN TIME: DICTATOR by William F. Wu
	   AvoNova, ISBN 0-380-76514-4, Feb 1994, 230pp, US$4.99
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   These are the first four of a (probably) six-book series.  The basic
premise (revealed in detail in the first book and recapped in a briefing to
the main characters at the beginning of each of the subsequent volumes) is
that a scientist has created a "gestalt robot" made up of six component
robots which somehow merge to form one "super-robot."  This robot starts
having problems related to the interaction of its gestalt parts.  After
several of these robots fail, one decides it must shut itself down to
prevent harm from coming to humans because of its problems.  It gets a
scientist to split it into its six component parts (each a completely
functional robot) and sends these parts back in time, miniaturizing them as
part of the process.  (How?  Well, there is some attempt at explaining this
in the first volume, but let's just say it's technobabble.)  The first part
went to the Cretaceous; the team sent back to recover it to try to solve
the malfunction doesn't find out until the end of the book that the other
parts went to different times and places.  (This is not exactly a spoiler,
since the reader knows there are more volumes to come.)  The second went to
1600's Jamaica during the time of Sir Henry Morgan, the third went to Roman
Germany during the First or Second Century, and the fourth went to Moscow
in 1941.  After a while, though, the miniaturization wears off and the
component robots regain their full size.  Then their programming forces
them to act in accordance with Asimov's Three Laws, trying to protect
humans from harm and therefore changing history.  What's more, if they
survive back to the time of their departure, they explode "with nuclear
force" (more technobabble).

   In DICTATOR, for example, our team hears of a nuclear explosion in
Moscow (why haven't all the explosions already happened, and why is
everything unchanged?) and goes back to retrieve number four from World War
II Moscow.  They have adventures, accomplish their mission (this is a
surprise?), give a moralizing little speech about learning from history,
and are told to go to Kublai Khan's China for number five.  Definitely a
popcorn book, requiring no intellectual investment or offering much beyond
"time travelers coping with another age."  (The questions I mentioned a
couple of sentences ago are not dealt with at all.)  If you like this sort
of thing, this is the sort of thing you will like.

   Oh, this book also "features a database of fantastic illustrations by
award-winning computer artist Matt Elson."  I assume that "fantastic" here
means "containing fantasy elements" rather than "extraordinary," since I
found them fairly uninspired computer art.  The whole thing is packaged by
Byron Preiss Publications, which explains why the books seem more "product"
than "book" - a share-cropped world in a series.

Title:      Predator
Author:     William F. Wu
City:       New York
Date:       April 1993
Publisher:  AvoNova
Comments:   paperback, US$4.99
Order Info: ISBN 0-380-76510-1
Pages:      244pp
Series:     Isaac Asimov's Robots in Time
Volume:     1
Title:      Marauder
Author:     William F. Wu
City:       New York
Date:       July 1993
Publisher:  AvoNova
Comments:   paperback, US$4.99
Order Info: ISBN 0-380-76511-X
Pages:      243pp
Series:     Isaac Asimov's Robots in Time
Volume:     2
Title:      Warrior
Author:     William F. Wu
City:       New York
Date:       1993
Publisher:  AvoNova
Comments:   paperback, US$4.99
Order Info: ISBN 0-380-76512-8
Pages:      243pp
Series:     Isaac Asimov's Robots in Time
Volume:     3
Title:      Dictator
Author:     William F. Wu
City:       New York
Date:       February 1994
Publisher:  AvoNova
Comments:   paperback, US$4.99
Order Info: ISBN 0-380-76510-1
Pages:      230pp
Series:     Isaac Asimov's Robots in Time
Volume:     4

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 18:21:10 GMT
From: markk@david.rdyne.rockwell.com (Mark Kelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Universe 3

mab@panix.com (Michael A. Burstein) writes:
>I just got the mass market paperback of Universe 3 edited by Silverberg
>and Haber, and one thing bothers me. Is this the _first_ release of this
>book?  The only copyright date I see is 1994, but I thought that the
>Universe books tended to come out as trade paperbacks first.

They used to come out in hardcover first, but like some other recent
important books (like Connie Willis' collection _Impossible Things_),
Bantam seems to have changed policy and gone directly to mass-market
paperback publication.  It's the economy, I guess.  So yes, _Universe 3_ is
an original April '94 publication.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Wurts (6 msgs) & Zelazny (9 msgs) &
                        Games in SF (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 02:16:56 GMT
From: foxuria@blackout.com (Scott Van Horn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Janny Wurts: Curse of the Mistwraith

I recently read an article in the "Waldenbooks Hailing Frequencies"
handout, and it talks about a new book by Janny Wurts entitled: _Curse of
the Mistwraith_.  Just from the article I'm interested in reading it and
wondered if anyone has read it yet.  She did the cover artwork, and it
looks very interesting.

Thank you!

Scott Van Horn
brer_foxuria@blackout.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 08:59:15 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Janny Wurts: Curse of the Mistwraith

I read it a while back - Started off feeling "Oh no here we go setting up
for a long series" and then got interested. Overall, it's reasonable, but
with a definite 'part of a series' feeling; You find out early on that the
series involves a long conflict between two of the main characters, which
(a) tells you both are going to survive to the end of the book, and (b)
causes some frustration as you wait for them to get on with it. OTOH, the
story is good and interesting; It sets up the background for the rest of
the series nicely. I'll certainly read the sequels, (but probably not in
hardback). I just think that it would probably have worked better without
the foreshadowing; for me it was a bit like reading a whodunnit that starts
off with "This is the story of how the butler did it.." - it took a long
time for the story itself to distract me from the fact that I knew what was
going on in the story wouldn't last. YMMV, of course :-).  

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 18:56:26 GMT
From: coen841@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu (Coen Mark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Janny Wurts: Curse of the Mistwraith

   I finished the book in about three seatings (one a day off from classes
due to a nasty cold).  The book is very good although once finished you'll
find a wait of about a year for the second part to come out.  I think the
dustcover said this was a trilogy so another year for the final
installment.  I liked the book, but...  It seems Janny wrote more than the
590+ pages for this first section of the trilogy and the publisher said
"Whoa, now. That's too long" and she went back and edited out sections that
should really have been left in even if the book was too long.  Secondly, I
feel that some of the characterization was a little off.  The brothers who
are the protagonists seem to hate each other one minute then bond like real
brothers the next.  Off course this is supposed to happen at the end of
this installment but the characters vacilate too much early on.  I think
the world setting is wonderful and the way she transports her characters
between pre-industrial worlds, a la Raymond Feist type gates between the
worlds, is very well done.  On the whole I would recommend this book to
everyone who enjoys Fantasy.  I feel the problems with the book aren't
Janny's but her publisher's.  As a writer myself, I can sympathize with the
cruelty of editors.  As to Janny herself, a World Fantasy Award winning
artist as well as wonderful writer, don't you just hate talented people?

Mark K Coen

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 23:47:24 GMT
From: foxuria@blackout.com (Scott Van Horn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Janny Wurts: Curse of the Mistwraith

>the foreshadowing; for me it was a bit like reading a whodunnit that
>starts off with "This is the story of how the butler did it.." - it took a
>long time for the story itself to distract me from the fact that I knew
>what was going on in the story wouldn't last. YMMV, of course :-).

Second, is it one of those books that are slow in starting off and give too
much history at first instead of smoothing it over a few action cycles?
The book does look interesting, and I think I'll borrow it from a friend
since I'm not sure if I should but the hardcover; although the front cover
picture is one that looks as if I might want to keep it.

Scott Van Horn
brer_foxuria@blackout.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 09:53:50 GMT
From: jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Janny Wurts: Curse of the Mistwraith

Caveat: I haven't finished it, yet.  I'm maybe 150 pages into it (and BTW,
I think it's a five part series, not a three part) and if anything, it
_fails_ to give enough history at the beginning.

All through to the point where I've read, I keep asking, "Huh?  What?  Am I
supposed to know something?"  I think I've gotten more out of the glossary
in back than anything else.  I am hoping this changes, when I get back
around to reading it.

John S. Novak, III      
jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu
jsn@camelot.bradley.edu
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Date: 28 Feb 94 10:01:14 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Janny Wurts: Curse of the Mistwraith

foxuria@blackout.com (Scott Van Horn) writes:
>Second, is it one of those books that are slow in starting off and give
>too much history at first instead of smoothing it over a few action
>cycles?  The book does look interesting, and I think I'll borrow it from a
>friend since I'm not sure if I should but the hardcover; although the
>front cover picture is one that looks as if I might want to keep it.

No, it dives more or less straight into the story; The distraction, for me
was the foreknowledge that the relationship in the middle wasn't going to
last.  It's a while since I read it, so the foreshadowing _might_ have been
in the blurb, but I think there's actually a short lead-in section; sort of
"This is the history of the war between <X> that lasted <Y> and trashed
<Z>; and here's how it started". Then cut to the story, which dives into
the action, fills in background as it goes along, and is actually pretty
good. I'll probably enjoy it more when I reread it :-), since the
distraction won't be there :-).

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 19:10:38 GMT
From: sjs@pine.cse.nau.edu (Susan J Starr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Zelazny's This Immortal

I just finished reading Roger Zalazny's _this Immortal_.  I have never read
any RZ before, but he gets such good recommondations on this group that I
thought I would give him a try.

I can't say that I really liked this book.  It seemed too short, as if
something was missing.  I had a hard time figuring out what was going on.
The characters seemed vague and I thought the ending wrapped everything up
too neatly.

Is this considered one of Zelazny's better books?  What are other opinions
on this book?

Sue

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 22:22:30 GMT
From: fair@rock.enet.dec.com (Harry R. Fair)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zelazny's This Immortal

I read it and liked it, but I think _Isle of the Dead_ (also by Zelazny) is
a better book which also has an immortal main character.

I would recommend _Lord of Light_ if you want his best.

Harry R. Fair
fair@rock.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 03:44:31 GMT
From: scg@panix.com (Steven Gould)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zelazny's This Immortal

I find _This Imortal_ one of my favorite Zelazny books, but do keep in mind
that it was his _first_ novel.

_Lord of Light_ is probably his best.

Steven Gould
scg@panix.com
steve.gould@genie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 13:21:52 GMT
From: mf130@yorick.umd.edu (Bob Sullivan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zelazny's This Immortal

And, if you're looking for short-stories, _A Rose for Ecclesiastes_ is
quite good, IMHO.

Bob Sullivan
mf130@yorick.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 23:38:32 GMT
From: schafer@raistlan.network.com (Martin Schafer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zelazny's This Immortal

Well, it's Zelazny's first novel.  It did split the Hugo the year it was
published, and many of us think it is a very good book.  I would not say it
was one of Zelazny's best, since I think Lord of Light, Nine Princes in
Amber, Creatures of Light and Darkness, and Isle of the Dead, are all
considerably better.  Lord of Light, in particular, is one of the very best
SF books ever written.  A number of Zelazny's books are considerably more
enjoyable on the second reading than on the first.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 15:27:01 GMT
From: B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zelazny's This Immortal

Bob Sullivan (mf130@yorick.umd.edu) wrote:
>And, if you're looking for short-stories, _A Rose for Ecclesiastes_ is
>quite good, IMHO.

Agreed, a very moving and beautiful short story. But is it just me, or has
"Doors of his Face, Lamps of his Mouth" dated so that it has nothing to
offer the younger generation (I'm 23). I can see how it won an award back
in the 60s, but now it just seems empty. Does anyone still like it and
*why*?

Barry Traish
93 Stanningley Road
Armley, Leeds LS12 3NW
B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 21:43:51 GMT
From: bookworm@yvax.byu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zelazny's This Immortal

B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH) writes:
> Agreed, a very moving and beautiful short story. But is it just me, or
> has "Doors of his Face, Lamps of his Mouth" dated so that it has nothing
> to offer the younger generation (I'm 23). I can see how it won an award
> back in the 60s, but now it just seems empty. Does anyone still like it
> and *why*?

No Sir!

Sure, I'm only a measly 22 to your 23, but I've read and reread almost all
of Zelazny's short story collections.  Doors is one of the best.  Then
again I've not read anything by Roger that I haven't liked.  Sure, I like
some more than others, but I haven't run across anything that I have said,
"Ya know, that really was not worth reading," whereas I've done that with
many others of the biggies.

This Immortal, or as it should be known And Call me Conrad, was a good
book.  Lord of Light is a trememndous one.  But then Dream Master, or He
Who Shapes, was a great adventure into the subconscious.  Jack of Shadows
was a blast...

There is a lot of great Zelazny out there.

Casey
Bookworm@yvax.byu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 14:05:14 GMT
From: landin@cherokee.nsuok.edu (Mark Landin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zelazny's This Immortal

sjs@pine.cse.nau.edu (Susan J Starr) writes:
>I can't say that I really liked this book.  It seemed too short, as if
>something was missing.  I had a hard time figuring out what was going on.
>The characters seemed vague and I thought the ending wrapped everything up
>too neatly.
>
>Is this considered one of Zelazny's better books?  What are other opinions
>on this book?

Well, try _Jack of Shadows_ or _Lord of Light_. _Lord_ is a Hugo/Nebula
winner, and I consider it one his best works. You're right, though, in that
some of his stories seem to be "half-there" ... seemingly undeveloped, like
it's something he wrote in a night or two because he needed new tires on
the Jag.

Mark C. Landin
Northeastern St. Univ
Tahlequah, OK
landin@cherokee.nsuok.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 08:01:22 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zelazny's This Immortal

You might want to re-consider; "THIS IMMORTAL"/ "AND CALL ME CONRAD" won
awards, as did "CREATURES OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS."  These two and "LORD OF
LIGHT" were his major forays into mythic archetypes, although he did other
experiments in the style.
 
My personal ranking of Zelazny's best novels is :
 
1: LORD OF LIGHT
2: CREATURES OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS
3: HE WHO SHAPES
4: THIS IMMORTAL
 
All of these are Hugo-grade material, and well worth your time.  The really
"half-thereness" didn't seem to become habitual until the third or fourth
Amber novel; once he'd gone full-time, he had a responsibility to write
enough to support his wife and children, I suspect.
 
Zelazny's shorter work, available in a number of collections, is also
laudable.  From his fantasy shorts, like "CIRCE HAS HER PROBLEMS," up to
the "HANGMAN" yarns, his mastery of the short story and novella form has
continued at a high level.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 23:49:46 GMT
From: narsu@styx.hks.com (Uttam M. Narsu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

There's an excellent description of a complex game in Samuel R. Delany's
"Triton".

I'm sorry I can't remember the details ( and my books are still packed from
a move :-( ) but it's been probably 15 years since I read the book (Rebecca
Howe: has it been *that* long) and I stiil remember enjoying the game
descriptions immensely.

Reader beware: like any Delany book, it makes demands on the casual reader,
which most (Sturgeon's 90%?) stock SF doesn't.

Uttam M. Narsu
Hibbitt, Karlsson & Sorensen, Inc.
1080 Main Street
Pawtucket RI 02860
narsu@hks.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 12:08:00 GMT
From: IRH%A1%UTRC@mrgate.utc.com ("Irene R. Harrison  727-7415", 203)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

No one seems to have mentioned

   GROWING UP WEIGHTLESS, by John Ford
      (ok so it is a Trade-paper size and price)

This has a group of youngsters growing up on the Moon.  There are two games
played; the first is a virtual reality role playing game, the second is
creating and traversing a maze.

This book is IMHO, Hugo quality stuff.

irh@utrc.utc.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 12:17:45 GMT
From: JCUBAS@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Grendel-Khan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Game Portrayal in SF

There's an excellent example in David Brin's _Glory Season_ of a game
that's central to the plot, well described, yet not boring.  It's a game
called _Life_ that's supposed to be a simulation of the evolutionary
process.  He credits someone else with its invention in the epilogue.

Jason R. Cubas

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 13:26:55 GMT
From: fkiesche3@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Games Portrayed in SF

I can think of three games portrayed in science fiction novels that have
left lasting (good) impressions. In order of when I read them they are:

(1) A wargame between two primitive tribes (Bronze Age) in a sort of
virtual reality setup. The action takes place in the first Time Traders
book (Time Traders, duh) by Andre Norton. The game was run to introduce the
main character to the base he had stumbled across (at the South Pole) and
the concept of traveling in time. The game description was short: Maybe a
page or two, but has lasted with me since I first read the book (in the
early 1960's) and probably had a lot to do with me being so interested in
conflict simulation (the "politically correct" way of saying "war games")
today.

What is also interesting is the virtual reality aspect. I don't recall when
Andre Norton first wrote this book, but I bet it was when television was
young and blurry and very few of us had seen a computer. Certainly it was
years before personal computers and the Mac Powerbook laptop that I'm using
while crawling between New York and NJ (aren't snow storms wonderful?)

(2) A chess game that takes place between the main character and the person
he is staying with during Isaac Asimov's "Pebble in the Sky". The main
character has had his intelligence boosted and is slowly becoming more
intelligent and playing chess better and better. What fascinated me about
this game was how Asimov worked in the main character's discovery of how
Earth was nuked. What also was neat was that the game was played in the
twilight/dark of a day's end using a chess board and pieces that were
radioactive and glowed in the dark!

(3) Another "virtual reality" kind of game. This one dealt with an insect
colony (hey, it's been a while) and took place in Charles Sheffield's
"Nimrod Hunt" (now out in an expanded format as "The MInd Pool"). Now we've
had computers and such. However, a great book and a great game.

Other ones that are less of an impression because it's been a long time
since I read the book:

Arthur C. Clarke in either "Against the Fall of Night" or "The City and the
Stars" (probably "City") had a virtual reality game that ends when Alvin
(sp?) the main character wants to use the "wall melter" of the game to go
out of the City. Of course the other city inhabitants can't even imagine
this and the game ends...

Edgar Rice Burroughs and one installment of the "Mars" series: "The
Chessmen of Mars" - chess with live players!

John Brunner and "The Squares of the City", where a chess game mirrors the
action of the book (maybe we should persue a separate thread of chess and
chess like games that have appeared in SF&F?).

Good hunting.

Fred Kiesche
FKiesche3@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 21:40:40 GMT
From: dshaffer@pegasus.rutgers.edu (Donald Shaffer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

  In a recent book by David Brin (_Glory_Season_). there's a lot to do with
a game based on LIFE...

Don Shaffer
dshaffer@pegasus.rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 23:39:25 GMT
From: mstemper@empros.com (Michael Stemper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game Portrayal in SF

_Mask of Chaos_, John Jakes, 1970. Two people are stranded on a rather
bizarre world with tough vagrancy laws. Government officials offer them a
chance to earn their keep by playing in a game that is supposed to be a
paradigm for that planet's culture...

Michael F. Stemper
mstemper@empros.com

------------------------------
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Date: 8 Mar 94 06:25:51 GMT
From: chiwito@iat.holonet.net (brian r. mcdonald)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Game Portrayal In SF

I haven't followed this thread since its inception, so if my question is
redundant I apologize. I read and collect literature which mentions the
Japanese board game of Go, also known as Wei-Chi or Baduk. I am always
interested in finding out about any fiction, biography or history which
mentions the game.

In the sf/fantasy field I am currently aware of Walking On Glass, Limbo
System, Silk Road, Queenmagic Kingmagic, and of course the Chung Kuo
series. In addition, I've seen the very brief mentions of Go in Shockwave
Rider, Stand On Zanzibar, Moonheart, Doctor's Orders, Left Hand Of
Darkness, Always Coming Home, and Shike.

If anyone could let me know of any others I would very much appreciate it.

I am also interested in Go references in other literary genres, so if you
have any info for me which is inappropriate to this group please e-mail it
to chiwito@netcom.com.

I have been told that in the Wheel Of Time series by R. Jordan the
characters play a game called "Stones" which appears to be based on Go. I
have kind of skimmed each of the books and haven't found it. Could someone
give me a chapter or page reference or something? Thanks.

Many Go players believe that H. Hesse took at least the title and the basic
concept of a game as metaphor for everything in his great fantasy novel
"The Glass Bead Game" from Go. I have read all the correspondence and
biographical material I could find in English in hopes of confirming or
contradicting this hypothesis, with no success. If anyone knows anything
relevant to this I would dearly love to hear about it.

Thank you very much to anyone who can help me with any of the above.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 16:04:07 GMT
From: D.R.S.Hipple@open.ac.uk (David Hipple)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Portrayal of games in SF

Brenda Holloway (brendah@netcom.com) wrote:
>Obvious though it sounds, Iain Banks' "Player of Games" is about a race
>where the emperor is chosen as the best player of a game. This vastly
>over-simplifies it; it's a game in the sense that chess is a game and also
>politics is a game.

And paulk@arc.ug.eds.com (Paul Andrew King) wrote:
>More to the point, the protagonist is an expert game-player (who gets
>manipulated into joining in the Azad game).  There are some important
>scenes *before* Azad is mentioned.  Banks does a good job here.

>>Also, in Banks' "Consider Phlebas", the game of 'Danger' provides a sort
>>of insight to a bizzare and jaded group of people.

>You mean "Damage".  Take high-stakes poker, throw in a few sf gimmicks to
>make it more interesting and apply the sort of sick thinking that Banks is
>so good at.  Don't try this one at home folks !

This kind of thing comes upo a lot in Banks, one way or another and for
various reasons.  Haven't read "Against a Dark Background" yet, but "Use of
Weapons" presents war generally in terms of a thinly-disguised "game" of
logic, risks and brinkmanship.  The central pivot of the novel
(/everything/ is a weapon - it's all just a matter of working out how to
use it) makes any kind of resource (including people) usable currency for
such a game.

It may be worth pointing out the strange and meaningless games played out
forever by one of the three sets of characters in "Walking on Glass" (Banks
again, of course), apparently trapped in a vast abandoned self-maintaining
castle in some kind of bleak dream landscape.  The point of these games, it
appears, would be for the characters to /realise/ that they have no
purpose, and thus be free of them but, then they would have nothing at all
left.  (The same, in a way, goes for the paranoid central character of one
of the other thirds of this novel, except that his games veer more closely
to rituals.)

Other Banks novels involving games of some sort include "The Wasp Factory"
in which the "factory" itself is a kind of huge game in which the outcome
is the automatic death, by one means or another, of each wasp put into it.
It isn't clear whether the game is being "played" by the teenager who built
it or by the wasp...  A more traditional game (that is, rule-based) crops
up in his latest novel, "Complicity".  The central (and viewpoint)
character here is pretty much obsessed with a world-building computer game
called Despot.  Something like Civilisation, by the sound of it.  I don't
know the latter in any detail, but a wrinkle that sounds like Banks'
addition is the fact that if your empire grows too quickly and too well,
other people want it and you (as the eponymous Despot) will tend to get
overthrown...  Also, in "The Bridge" (arguably bordering on SF) the
barbarian alter ego into which the comatose central character periodically
slips is straight out of hack-and-slash style D&D.  There's no direct game
involvement here, but these bits don't make complete sense without
recognising that in the background.

"Player of Games" is the only Banks novel (that I'm aware of) in which the
focus of the entire book is game-play (many games are mentioned and even
described, I think, before we learn about Azad [which is the name of the
game /and/ of the planet whose society revolves around it]), but the use of
games and game-like mechanisms to reflect themes in his novels is quite
common.

So much for Banks.  The other thing that sprang to mind here (also a fairly
non-traditional style of game) is the use of "Perky Pat" dolls and props in
(I think) a number of Philip K Dick novels.  The only one I can remember at
the moment is "The Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch" but I've a feeling
there are several others ("The Days of Perky Pat" rings a bell for some
reason).  Here, Perky Pat and male counterpart (forgotten his name) are
characters represented by dolls, which people in certain induced states use
to enact imaginary lives.  Vaguely like role-playing, but in this case a
lot more sinister (well, it's Dick, isn't it?).  Elements of mind control,
of the sort that companies like TSR were accused of by worried parents and
schoolteachers when D&D first boomed except that in this case it's really
happening.

The most succinct description of a game that I remember at the moment in SF
is from "The Hitchiker's Guide to the Galaxy".  Brockian Ultra-Cricket is a
strange game (played by superintelligent pan-dimensional beings) which
involves "suddenly hitting people for no apparent reason and then running
away" ("Intergalactic Bar Billiards" also gets a mention, but, alas, we are
not given a fulsome resume of the rules as with Brockian Ultra-Cricket so
it wouldn't be fair to say it was portrayed, exactly...).

Oh, and isn't there a novel called "The Lion Game" around somewhere?
(Schmitz, maybe?)  If memory serves, it involves putting a hapless victim
through a series of tests.

Speaking of which, there's the silly romp through physical and mental
challenges depicted in the second (and IMHO comparatively feeble) "World of
Tiers" series.  Here, the endless challenges serve only as a series of plot
devices through which the hitherto warring immortals apparently learn to
cooperate with each other and so go on to lead sunny, happy and fulfilling
lives ever after.  Or something like that.

Last one - the DS9 episode "Move Along Home" was based on hapless victims
(again) being dumped into a (virtual) game setting.  OK, so the premises
were silly, the plot was transparent and the /point/ of the episode was a
fairly minor one involving Quark rather than the officers trapped in the
game (and we've seen it all before anyway), but given all that I thought
that the game was at least presented fairly well.

Oooh...  "Tron"...  Motorbikes and stuff...

Brain frazzling - better stop...

Dave

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 01:29:51 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: Alien Sex edited by Ellen Datlow

		     Alien Sex edited by Ellen Datlow
		       A book review by Gareth Rees
			Copyright 1993 Gareth Rees

   `When men in sf films say `It's a strange alien life form like nothing
we've met before, and we can't possibly understand it'' says Gwyneth Jones,
talking about her new novel White Queen, `what I hear is `Women!  Who can
understand them?''  Well, that's Alien Sex deconstructed, right?

   Well, not really.  Ellen Datlow's new collection is full of
sophisticated and intelligent stories that bear this kind of analysis
lightly.

   Of course there's fluff too, but even that is mostly delightful.
There's Larry Niven's oft-reprinted `Man of Steel, Woman of Kleenex', about
the problems of conceiving a child when your sperm are faster than a
speeding bullet and more powerful than a locomotive; Philip Jose Farmer
wonders what Tarzan would have been like if it had been written by William
rather than Edgar Rice in `The Jungle Rot Kid on the Nod'; Geoff Ryman
describes a universe dedicated to screwing itself in `Omnisexual'; Roberta
Lannes parodies the anthology's theme in her hilarious `Saving the World at
the New Moon Motel', Harlan Ellison's rather disappointing dirty joke
`How's the Night Life on Cissalda' has a funnier introduction by Datlow,
and Scott Baker pads out the pages with the dull and unreconstructed `The
Jamesburg Incubus'.

   Among the serious stories, two authors comment on the nasty side of
male-female politics using the human-alien metaphor, K W Jeter in `The
First Time' and Michaela Roessner in `Picture Planes'; there are variations
on the demon lover by Richard Matheson and Lewis Shiner; three stories take
as a theme the destructive effect of the cargo culture induced by the
appearance on Earth of vastly superior aliens; `War Bride' by Rick Wilbur,
`When the Fathers Go' by Bruce McAllister and `And I Awoke and Found Me
Here on the Cold Hill's Side' by James Tiptree, Jr..  The stories which
approach the alien sex theme best are `Dancing Chickens' by Ed Bryant and
`Roadside Rescue' by Pat Cadigan which go beyond merely sex with aliens to
consider kinds of activity which humans might have trouble recognising as
sex.  Leigh Kennedy supplies `Her Furry Face', a story about a failed
relationship, Lisa Tuttle provides original and interesting speculations on
the role of gender in `Husbands' and Pat Murphy has some kooky theories
about the future of evolution in `Love and Sex Among the Invertebrates'.

   The most challenging of the stories here, and worth the price alone, is
Connie Willis' controversial `All My Darling Daughters'.  In the story,
genetic engineering has produced a creature called a `tessel', which is
essentially a living vagina, whose attraction to the male characters in the
story is not only that it is incapable of defending itself, but that when
penetrated, it emits a scream `the sound a woman must make when she is
being raped.  No.  Worse.  The sound a child might make.'  You can see why
such a story might prove controversial.  Male critics, notably Orson Scott
Card, have accused Willis of being anti-male, and avowed that they could
never find anything attractive about the tessel.  Female critics have found
more to disagree about.  Mari Kotari, writing in Science Fiction Eye #9,
argues that since the tessel reduces sexual vulnerability to its essential
form, the story provides a reductio ad absurdam demonstration that
vulnerability does not define or constitute femininity; that it is
something alien.  `Just as the tessel uncovered its users' sexual politics
rather than its own identity, so the textuality of `All My Darling
Daughters' unveils the reader's own political sexuality.'

   A book titled Alien Sex could have become an anthology of pornography,
but Datlow has instead assembled an almost uniformly excellent collection
of entertaining and intelligent stories.

Title:     Alien Sex
Editor:    Ellen Datlow
Publisher: Grafton
Date:      1991

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 14:36:37 GMT
From: sedinger@sbu.edu (Kelly Sedinger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: Arthurian stuff

Hello everyone! I have been following this newsgroup for a while, and I'm
wondering if there's anybody out there who shares my fascination with
Arthurian legend and literature. In short, I am looking for recommendations
on good Arthurian books to read: preferably, fictional works that re-tell
the legends, as opposed to the scholarly investigations of Arthur as an
actual historical figure, a la Geoffrey Ashe. I have read the following:
   _The Once and Future King_, T.H. White
   The trilogy by Gillian Bradshaw
   The four-volume cycle of Mary Stewart
   The trilogy by Stephen Lawhead
   _Idylls of the King_, Alfred, Lord Tennyson
   _The Adventures of King Arthur and his Noble Knights_, John Steinbeck
   _The Mists of Avalon_, Marion Zimmer Bradley.

If anyone out there can direct me toward further readings in this
sub-genre, I would be grateful. 

Kelly Sedinger
hsed@sbu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 03:48:06 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

Ah, one of my specialties.  Ok, try the following books, if you can still
find them (some are out of print, check used books stores):

EXCALIBUR, Sanders Anne Leubenthal.  Set in modern-day Alabama, a young
Welsh archeologist looks for Excalibur, believed brought to America by
Prince Madoc in the 12th century.

EXCALIBUR, by John Jakes.  Retelling of the Arthurian story, I don't care
for how he allegorically does the Holy Grail sequence, but the end battle
between Arthur and Mordred is quite good.

PENDRAGON, by (ack, can't remember her name, Catherine Crawford maybe?)
told from Bedivere's viewpoint.

SWORD AT SUNSET, by Rosemary Suttcliff.  One of the earliest re-tellings of
the story to set it in the Dark Ages.  Very good account of Battle of
Badon.  Arthur appears in this one not as King, but as the Dux Bellorum,
the Duke of Battles for the British Kings.

ARTHUR REX, by Thomas Berger.  Mentioned by someone else on here, I still
haven't had time to read it.

THREE DAMOSELS TRILOGY (The Green Knight, The King's Damosel, King Arthur's
Daughter) by Vera Chapman.

ROAD TO AVALON, by Amber Wolfe, another version centered on Morgan

FIRELORD, by Parke Godwin.  Good version, one of the few in which Guinivere
comes off quite well.  He wrote a sequel called BELOVED EXILE about
Guinivere's adventures after the death of Arthur.

RUDE TALES AND GLORIOUS, can't remember the author, a humerous re-telling.

MERLYN'S BOOKE, by Jane Yolen, a collection of poems and short-stories.
Anything by Yolen is worth reading.

MYRDDIN (I think that's the title) by Thomas Nye, an almost pornographic
retelling, centered on Satan's plan of Merlin being the anti-christ going
wrong on him.

THE PAGAN KING, by Eddison Marshal.  Another older retelling, setting it in
the Dark Ages.  I believe Marshal also wrote the book that the Kirk
Douglas/Tony Curtis movie THE VIKINGS was based on.

Sharon Newman has a series of (in my opinion) sappy novels based on
Guinivere.  I didn't care for them, so I don't remember the titles, but I
believe there were 3 books in the series.

IDYLLS OF THE QUEEN, by Phyllis Ann Kerr.  A murder mystery where Guinivere
is accused of poisoning one of Arthur's knights.

MERLIN'S MIRROR, by Andre Norton.  Highly original story were Merlin and
Arthur are actually produced by artifical insemination from
extra-terrestrials.  Quite a good book, though; not a heavy SF novel.

There are some more I have, but can't remember the exact titles or authors
(I'm writing this from memory at work).  Peter David has a very good and
funny novel about Arthur coming back in the 20th century and running for
Mayor of New York (very good book), and there's one called THE BLIND
KNIGHT, but I can't remember the author.  Email me if you want more info, I
can always look up the exact titles, authors, and isbn number if you need
them.

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 05:42:20 GMT
From: stehman@panix.com (Jeff Stehman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

_Le Morte D'Arthur_ (or however you spell it) by Thomas Malory.  Generally
considered to be the story that brought all the legends together.  Brush up
on your archaic English.

_Arthur Rex_ by Sorry I Don't Remember Who.  Not quite as comical as
White's, but I found it a delightful read.

Jeff Stehman

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 20:53:47 GMT
From: rwang@husc8.harvard.edu (Richard Wang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

I hope you've read the legends already.  If not, then find Malory and
Chretien de Troyes (if you can read French these will be much better) to
begin with.

Also, you might want to try _A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court_
by Mark Twain.  Hilarious.

Richard Wang
rwang@husc.harvard.edu
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Date: 10 Mar 94 22:18:26 GMT
From: cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: FORWARD THE FOUNDATION Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

		  FORWARD THE FOUNDATION by Isaac Asimov
		      Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

   FORWARD THE FOUNDATION is an excellent work and very entertaining.  It
is well written in the vein of the Foundation Series.  But ultimately,
FORWARD THE FOUNDATION is profoundly disappointing.

   FORWARD THE FOUNDATION is a biography of Hari Seldon filling in the
areas of his life not previously covered in PRELUDE TO FOUNDATION.  FORWARD
THE FOUNDATION is written as a series of novellas covering major portions
and events in Seldon's life as he continues his solidification of
psychohistory and prepares for the establishment of the Foundation and the
Second Galactic Empire.  Hari Seldon is a fascinating character and many of
his life experiences chronicled in FORWARD THE FOUNDATION were unexpected.
FORWARD THE FOUNDATION probably could be enjoyed as a stand alone novel but
it is not recommended.  Without the background of the previous Foundation
novels many of the events and explications of psychohistory would be much
less significant to the reader.

   Two key questions remained after the last novel, FOUNDATION AND EARTH.
First, how and why was the Second Foundation originally established?
Second, was the Seldon Plan truly a failure and would Galaxia really be the
future of humankind?

   FORWARD THE FOUNDATION clearly answers the first question.  The First
and Second Foundations were established to be complimentary to each other.
The First Foundation is to be the backbone of the technological and
political regeneration of humanity in the form of the Second Galactic
Empire while the Second Foundation plays the role of advancing
psychohistory and ensuring the survival of the First Foundation.  While
this is relatively clear in the previous Foundation novels, the Second
Foundation seems vulnerable and venal in FOUNDATION'S EDGE and FOUNDATION
AND EARTH.  Both Foundations are more concerned with their own self
interest as opposed to the interest of the Second Galactic Empire or the
Seldon Plan in those novels.  In FORWARD THE FOUNDATION we clearly see that
they are meant to work together to complete the Seldon Plan.

   Ultimately FORWARD THE FOUNDATION is extremely disappointing as a
denouement to the Foundation Series.  The major question left from
FOUNDATION AND EARTH, the latest chronologically of the Foundation Series,
is the fate of humanity.  It seems pretty clear at the end of FOUNDATION
AND EARTH that Gaia or Galaxia, the all encompassing organic planet where
every element is interconnected physically, will be the eventual fate of
all humankind after Trevize discovers what he considers to be the fatal
flaw of psychohistory and decides in its favor (for more detail see
FOUNDATION'S EDGE and FOUNDATION AND EARTH).  Trevize claims that
psychohistory does not take into account the possibility of intelligent
life in other galaxies.  If such life exists then psychohistory is
irreparably flawed (I think this is a terribly poor argument and lament
that FOUNDATION AND EARTH was ever written).  Therefore Trevize feels he
must side with Gaia so that humankind can be united if it ever faces a
threat from intelligent life outside the galaxy.  Gaia is a very unpleasant
and damning ending for humanity.  Humankind as one large interconnected
organism is defeatist.

   Unfortunately, FORWARD THE FOUNDATION does not explicitly state that the
Foundation ultimately establishes a Second Galactic Empire and that Galaxia
is aborted.  FORWARD THE FOUNDATION, however, does strongly imply that
Galaxia is not the ultimate fate of humanity and that the Seldon Plan works
out.  First, if the Foundation does not succeed why should readers, who
have already seen the future, give a damn about the life a Hari Seldon?  If
Galaxia is the fate of humankind then Seldon would have played no role in
the shape of humankind's future and would be unimportant in the long run.
Surely Asimov would not have spent such effort writing about Seldon's life
if Galaxia were to make Seldon's life ultimately purposeless.  Additionally
there is the continuing entries of the Encyclopedia Galactica which states
at the end of FORWARD THE FOUNDATION [SPOILER]:

      It has been said that Hari Seldon left this life as he
      lived it, for he died with the future he created
      unfolding all around him...

This passage could be interpreted that the Seldon Plan eventually molds the
future of humankind.

   Whether my assumption that the Foundation ultimately establishes a
Second Galactic Empire is correct or not, FORWARD THE FOUNDATION does not
bring closure to the Foundation Series.  If the Seldon Plan is successful,
then we must wonder how the Foundations are able to thwart the
establishment of Galaxia after the seemingly firm impetus it had at the end
of FOUNDATION AND EARTH.  If Galaxia is indeed eventually established,
certainly the two Foundations did not acquiesce without a fight.  And both
Foundations had the resources and ability to fight for their own survival
and the Seldon Plan.  This conflict would have been interesting and would
have made a great premise for a final Foundation novel.

   The original Foundation Trilogy is a true masterpiece.  The intervening
Foundation novels are of mixed quality and end with a very unsatisfactory
solution in FOUNDATION AND EARTH.  The key reason behind establishing
Galaxia is to meet any threat that may be imposed by intelligent life from
other galaxies.  Humankind must be united to face such a challenge.
Trevize argues that the Seldon Plan is flawed by not taking into account
the possibility of intelligent life in other galaxies.  What Trevize (and
Asimov when he wrote FOUNDATION AND EARTH?) do not realize is that as long
as humans are isolated and do not come into contact with other intelligent
life then the Seldon Plan will continue to operate.  If the Second Galactic
Empire is eventually established before any competition or invasion by
other intelligent life occurs then a united human community could meet such
a threat.  Presumably the Second Foundation would continue to improve upon
psychohistory, allowing them to take into account contact with intelligent
beings from other galaxies if and when such contact is made.

   In sum I must say I am disappointed in the ending of the Foundation
Series.  For the most part FORWARD THE FOUNDATION is well worth reading in
the context of the preceding novels.  Unfortunately, we are left to
speculate about the impending conflict between Galaxia and the two
Foundations.  I would have rather speculated about the interlude in
Seldon's life filled by FORWARD THE FOUNDATION.

Addendum:  Order of reading the Foundation Series.

   I recommend reading the Foundation Series in order of their publication.
The Foundation Trilogy, the first three novels consisting of FOUNDATION,
FOUNDATION AND EMPIRE, and SECOND FOUNDATION are classics of the science
fiction genre.  The reader's knowledge of the events in these novels,
specifically the development of the two Foundations, will make the
succeeding novels more interesting.  The Foundation Trilogy can be easily
read as stand alone novels.

   Asimov followed SECOND FOUNDATION (1953) almost thirty years later in
1982 with FOUNDATION'S EDGE where Asimov introduced the concept of Galaxia
where all elements in the galaxy, including humans, would be physically
interconnected.  This was followed in 1986 by FOUNDATION AND EARTH which
continues the quest began in FOUNDATION'S EDGE and seems to firmly place
humankind on the road toward Galaxia, a concept created and put in motion
by the robot R. Daneel Olivaw.  Many, including myself, consider this to be
a most disappointing chronological end to the Foundation Series.

   The last two Foundation books written by Asimov return to the life of
Hari Seldon and his development of psychohistory: PRELUDE TO FOUNDATION
(1988) and the last, FORWARD THE FOUNDATION (1993).

Title:      Forward the Foundation
Author:     Isaac Asimov
City:       New York
Date:       1993
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra  $5.99 (pbk)
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-56507-9 (pbk)
Pages:      480

Title:      The Foundation Trilogy  (Foundation, Foundation and Empire,    
            Second Foundation)
Author:     Isaac Asimov
City:       New York
Date:       1951, 1952, 1953
Publisher   Doubleday and Company 
Order Info: ISBN 1-56865-059-0 (SFBC Edition)
Pages:      227, 227, 225

Title:      Foundation's Edge
Author:     Isaac Asimov
City:       New York
Date:       1982
Publisher:   Doubleday and Company 
Order Info: ISBN 0-385-17725-9 (SFBC Edition)
Pages:      366

Title:      Foundation and Earth
Author:     Isaac Asimov
City:       New York
Date:       1986
Publisher:  Doubleday and Company 
Order Info: ISBN 0-385-23312-4 (SFBC Edition)
Pages:      356

Title:      Prelude to Foundation
Author:     Isaac Asimov
City:       New York
Date:       1988
Publisher:  Doubleday and Company 
Order Info: ISBN 0-385-23313-2 (SFBC Edition)
Pages:      432
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Date: 11 Mar 94 00:40:00 GMT
From: mab@panix.com (Michael A. Burstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: FORWARD THE FOUNDATION Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

aa396@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Bill Henley) writes:
>Also related to FORWARD... I remember seeing a statement by Asimov in
>ASIMOV'S SF MAGAZINE, after the first part of FORWARD appeared there, that
>his declining health would not permit him to work further on the book.
>Yet the book did appear, after his death.  Did he recover enough to finish
>it, after all?  Or are there any reports or rumors that part of the book
>is ghostwritten?

The book wasn't finished. Isaac had originally intended there to be five
full-length stories; you'll notice that the book as published has only four
stories and a much shorter epilogue.

If only he had lived a little longer....

Michael A. Burstein
mab@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 17:36:18 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: FORWARD THE FOUNDATION Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

Douglas Baker writes:
>Addendum:  Order of reading the Foundation Series.

I submit that the order to read these novels is: _Foundation_, _Foundation
and Empire_, _Second Foundation_ and then stop.

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 13:52:20 GMT
From: art@nvg.unit.no (Arild Torum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New books by Brin

Being a non-American, I would like to know if any new books have been
published there in The Uplift Saga by David Brin. Anybody know when
"Brightness Reef" is due?

Arild Toerum

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 18:04:00 GMT
From: Publius@anon.penet.fi
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: osc does finish

OSC does finish his books and his series.  If you don't think so re-read
the series and then THINK about the content of everything you know.  Even
Ender is at a close and finished if he where to write another it would only
solve what is already known.  That's what I love about osc he MAKES you
think about the ending.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 13:52:20 GMT
From: art@nvg.unit.no (Arild Torum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New books by Card

Being a non-American, I would like to know if any new books have been
published there in The Ender Saga and The Memory of Earth books by Orson
Scott Card; is the sequel to Xenocide ready soon? Exactly how many books
have been published yet in the Memory of Earth series?

Arild Toerum

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 00:50:47 GMT
From: potts.39@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu ("robert potts")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:Ender's Game

kwgst@vms.cis.pitt.edu asked:
>Can anyone say anything about his (O.S.Card) other books?  Are they as
>good?

Well, IMHO, they are.  Well, maybe not as good as _Ender's_Game_, but they
are good.  I believe Card to be one ot *the* best story tellers alive.  He
writes a wide variety of types of stories.  For example, his Alvin Maker
series is alternative history, in his short story collection he has several
"horror" stories (Card refers to them as "stories of dread" - the feeling
you feel right before you feel horror), and he has also written many plays,
essays, etc..

I personally recommend going to the library and checking out his short
story collection.  It can also be bought in paperback in 4 or 5 pieces.
The Alvin Maker books are also good - if you're not a strict hard SF
reader.  _Wyrms_ is also interesting, but nothing to jump up and down
about.  _The_Call_of_Earth_ (I think that's the title) and it's sequels are
also good.  My favorite, after the Ender books, is called _Songbird_(I
think).  It's about a kid who can influence peoples' emotions by singing.
It has a few interesting plot twists.

So, overall, I have not come across a book by Card that I thought was a
waste of time.  I consider many of his to be among my favorites.

Robert Potts
Ohio State University College of Medicine
potts.39@osu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 16:34:27 GMT
From: shrum@fc.hp.com (Ken Shrum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: CJ Cherryh new book

Camilla Cracchiolo (camilla@netcom.com) wrote:
>Good pace, good writing.  Oh, and it's not a union/alliance book.  It
>might be in the same universe, but the plot doesn't deal with the
>union/alliance stuff at all.

It's very unlikely that _Foreigner_ is set in the Union/Alliance universe,
since the FTL technology differs in some significant ways.  Union/Alliance
FTL technology is stable over several centuries, from before _Downbelow
Station_ through the _Kesrith_/_Shon'jir_/_Kutath_ trilogy.

_Foreigner_ is a very good book, with the typical Cherryh trick of leaving
you trying to figure out all of the implications at the end.  Those who
argued about the end of _Cyteen_ may have similar arguments, though for
different reasons, after reading _Foreigner_.

Ken Shrum

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 20:32:35 GMT
From: kmac@cisco.com (Karl Elvis MacRae)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: CJ Cherryh new book

shrum@fc.hp.com (Ken Shrum) writes:
>Camilla Cracchiolo (camilla@netcom.com) wrote:
>
>>Good pace, good writing.  Oh, and it's not a union/alliance
>>book.  It might be in the same universe, but the plot doesn't deal
>>with the union/alliance stuff at all.
>
>It's very unlikely that _Foreigner_ is set in the Union/Alliance universe,
>since the FTL technology differs in some significant ways.  Union/Alliance
>FTL technology is stable over several centuries, from before _Downbelow
>Station_ through the _Kesrith_/_Shon'jir_/_Kutath_ trilogy.

This isn't really true. Because the _Faded Sun_ trilogy predated _Downbelow
Station_ and the rest of the Union/Alliance universe, there are all sorts
of minor inconsistencies (at least this is true in the first book, she may
have fixed things up later, I didn't read the third) the major one being
that the FTL travel is different in some way (she doesn't explain it well).
She stuck this in the Union/Alliance universe *later*, as she did with
_Brothers Of Earth_ and some of her early work; it's an afterthought to
create a consistent universe.

Karl Elvis MacRae
Software Release Support
Cisco Systems
batman@cisco.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 02:25:49 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--John DeChancie:The Kruton Interface

I didn't care much for DeChancie's _Castle Perilous_ when I first read it.
It had some neat ideas, but on the whole I thought the writing could have
been much better.  And since I had so much else to read, I left DeChancie
alone for a while.

Well, getting to know an author, even on the Net(Fidonet SF, to be precise)
makes one inclined to give him a second chance.  _The Kruton Interface_ was
the first that presented itself.  I can only hope it's not representative.

It has problems.  Okay, I know, or can guess, why it has most of them.  It
was originally a play - I presume also written by DeChancie.  It's humour,
which is also tricky to try and the kind of humour that works well on stage
does not necessarily work well in book form.  I kept reading it and saying,
"If I saw this on stage, I'd be laughing my ass off."  But I was not, at
the time, laughing my ass off reading it on the page.  Perhaps someone with
a more vivid imagination would.

I'd love to see the play someday.  And I will continue to try DeChancie's
other stuff. I've heard his Starrigger books are good, and _Magicnet_(from
those with advance copies) but, this one just kept missing.

Author:     DeChancie, John
Title:      The Kruton Interface
Publisher:  Ace
City:       New York
Date:       September 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-14227-3
Pages:      185 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US$5.99, Can$4.50
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Date: 9 Mar 94 20:13:40 GMT
From: cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: Agyar

   I have been following this thread with some interest, especially since I
fall in a "middle" category in the discussion.

   I did not like AGYAR all that much.  It is an average vampire novel in
my opinion and not overly entertaining.  On the other hand I thought
Burst's style was great.  Here is a narrator you can easily see through as
being self-centered, shallow, and basically an asshole. I basically agree
with all Chad's comments about the first person style being the best
feature of the book, making it unneccessary to go into great detail about
all of Agyar's vampiric powers.  The only reason I kept reading the book is
because I found Agyar to be an interesting character.  The writing style
had much to do with that.

Doug Baker
cbaker@wam.umd.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 21:54:57 GMT
From: rwang@husc8.harvard.edu (Richard Wang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: _The Phoenix Guards_

Chris Hulan <880774h@dragon.acadiau.ca> wrote:
>rwang@husc8.harvard.edu (Richard Wang) writes:
>>say, though, that I thought Brust's attempt to imitate Dumas' style was
>>completely ineffective.
>
>Well I've never read Dumas, so I can't compare, but I found the book to be
>an incredibly amusing read. I beleive I was smiling all the way though,
>and even laughed out loud in places.  At the same time it was good action
>& characters.

What I meant was that IMHO Brust didn't do such a great job of spoofing
Dumas.  This doesn't mean I didn't enjoy the book; on the contrary, it was
one of my more entertaining reads last year.

Richard Wang
rwang@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 21:11:42 GMT
From: schafer@raistlan.network.com (Martin Schafer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel) writes:
>4) Birgitta's daughter: Who is she?
>
>At this point, I'm a little hazy on the time-lines. Originally, I would
>have said "Cawti," because I thought BP happened nearer Vlad's time. But
>if it really was at the time of the Interregnum, then she can't be anyone
>who appears in Vlad's time, unless she's really, really old. The problem
>is, I can't recall how much time separates Vlad from the Interregnum, so I
>can't really make a guess.

Unless Dragearan reality has changed since I last talked to Steven about
this, Birgitta's daughter is indeed Cawti.  This puts Brokedown Palace
considerably after 500 Years After.  I don't recall the length of the
interregnum, but I'm sure it's at least several hundred years.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 21:23:31 GMT
From: schafer@raistlan.network.com (Martin Schafer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>Bear in mind that Verra is the *Demon* Goddess, and, from Morrolan, we
>know that demons can be controlled (but gods can't).  My belief is that
>Verra can be controlled, at least to a limited extent, but, otherwise, she
>is more powerful than any other "normal" demon.

Don't read too much into the term Demon here.  Verra is the goddess of
chaos and either the most, or at least one of the most powerful in the
pantheon.  She's, if anything, less controllable than any other god.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 00:40:25 GMT
From: schafer@raistlan.network.com (Martin Schafer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

flee@cse.psu.edu (Felix Lee) writes:
>Well, Verra did say "four hundred ninety-seven years of interregnum" in
>_Phoenix_.  Bother.  So either she's mistaken, Vlad's mistaken, or Brust
>is mistaken.  Or it could be a transcription error.
>
>But it's a weird sort of error to make, naming a precise number of years.
>Wild theory time: Verra could be referring to something other

Well, Verra can control time.  So maybe it was 497 years for her and 234
years for everyone else.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 18:35:10 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Brokedown Palace (Questions with Spoilers)

Martin Schafer <schafer@raistlan.network.com> wrote:
>Unless Dragearan reality has changed since I last talked to Steven about
>this, Birgitta's daughter is indeed Cawti.  This puts Brokedown Palace
>considerably after 500 Years After.  I don't recall the length of the
>interregnum, but I'm sure it's at least several hundred years.

Really? I wasn't aware that Brust had ever said definitively one way or
another. At least, the last few times I've discussed this with anyone,
nobody knew who Brust intended her to be... Cawti was a popular theory, but
nobody had any real evidence.

Personally, I've always taken that to be just a throwaway line - one of
those "life goes on, you know" things that Guy Kay tosses into all his
books. But, if it's from the horse's mouth, as it were, I'll believe it.

There are various ways to fudge the dates, though, as the confusion over
the actual time and duration of the Interregnum demonstrates. But I guess
this would have to place _BP_ far closer to Vlad's time than the other
guesses would have it...

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 21:42:00 GMT
From: ENGMJA@engensvr.ltec.com ("Aylor, Mark")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Steven Brust Agyar

*** Warning!  Some Major Spoilers Alert! ***

Chad C. D'Amour Orzel wrote:

>Why should Agyar explain the mechanics of mist-making in his diary?  Why
>would he write up a how-to manual of stuff he already knows how to do,
>when he's only writing to amuse himself?

Well but he has an audience - Jim the ghost. He is also writing it (later)
for Susan. He has basically done the same thing Kellem did to him. Left him
with no clue what being a vampire is about.

The other problem is that while Agyar may not be writing for an audience,
Brust _is_ writing for an audience - us the readers. Therefore, even if it
is the musings of a vampire, he still needs to explain things enough so the
reader understands. I agree that he captured the diary style and will argue
with anyone who disagrees with that, but what he failed to capture is this
readers attention.

Chad C. D'Amour Orzel continues::
>>Anyway, I guess I like to see a little more continuity of the vampire
>>characteristics then Brust is supplying. I don't mean I want the vampires
>>abilities quantified to the point where I can predict what will happen
>>(surprises are nice), but the only one that I saw coming (a mile away)
>>was the Kellam resolution.
>
>I don't get this. "Surprises are nice" but you want to be able to "see
>things coming?" Or am I mis-reading the above? Is your complaint that the
>Kellem resolution was the only predictable plot element?

Sorry, what I meant to say was that I like to be surprised in a book. This
one didn't do it. I saw the ritual conclusion and his being saved by Susan
coming as soon as the Jill tried it. There was no real surprise.

I absolutely positively agree that the diary format is well done, but there
were too many holes in it for my taste. I did not feel the usual
I_can't_put_this_down_until_I_ finish_it_ that Brust usually does for me.
It was just _too_ diary like _too_ mundane (no feeling) _too_ boring.

mjA
ENGMJA@ENGENSVR.ltec.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 22:00:07 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Steven Brust Agyar

ENGMJA@ENGENSVR.LTEC.COM ("Aylor, Mark") writes:
> Chad C. D'Amour Orzel wrote:
>>Why should Agyar explain the mechanics of mist-making in his diary?  Why
>>would he write up a how-to manual of stuff he already knows how to do,
>>when he's only writing to amuse himself?
> 
> Well but he has an audience [...]
> 
> The other problem is that while Agyar may not be writing for an audience,
> Brust _is_ writing for an audience - us the readers. Therefore, even if
> it is the musings of a vampire, he still needs to explain things enough
> so the reader understands. I agree that he captured the diary style and
> will argue with anyone who disagrees with that, but what he failed to
> capture is this readers attention.

   Except for me and the eight or so people who posted before me:-) I plan
to nominate it for the Hugo.  It grabbed my attention that much.  The
ubiquitous, unecessary, included, YMMV is here.

> Sorry, what I meant to say was that I like to be surprised in a book.
> This one didn't do it. I saw the ritual conclusion [...] coming [...]
> There was no real surprise.

   I can't say I dislike a predictable book.  In general if I am held by
the prose, I won't notice predictability if it hits me over the head with a
mallet.  If I dislike the prose, I'll notice any hint of predictability.
That's since I turned 30, before then the opposite was true.

> I absolutely positively agree that the diary format is well done, but
> there were too many holes in it for my taste. I did not feel the usual
> I_can't_put_this_down_until_I_finish_it_ that Brust usually does for me.
> It was just _too_ diary like _too_ mundane (no feeling) _too_ boring.

   Too bad.  I've read many a book by authors who I've admired that I've
wished I could enjoy, but couldn't.  I've also had some books I didn't
enjoy until I had read them twice (Vance's _The Eyes of the Overworld_,
Drake's _Birds of Prey_ to name the major two.)  Oh, the joys and pains of
reading.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 22:23:50 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust Agyar

Aylor, Mark <ENGMJA@ENGENSVR.LTEC.COM> wrote:
>Chad C. D'Amour Orzel wrote:
>>Why should Agyar explain the mechanics of mist-making in his diary?  Why
>>would he write up a how-to manual of stuff he already knows how to do,
>>when he's only writing to amuse himself?
>
>Well but he has an audience - Jim the ghost. He is also writing it (later)
>for Susan. He has basically done the same thing Kellem did to him. Left
>him with no clue what being a vampire is about.

Well, bear in mind that his original plan does not involve him dying. His
plan is to carry out the ritual, kill Kellem, and ride off into the
metaphorical sunset with Susan. By the time he realizes that he _is_ going
to die, it's a bit late to write out the Peterson's Guide to Being a
Vampire, as he only has a few hours left...

I could also argue "well, he could have written something out, but Susan
took it before compiling the papers into the novel" but that would be all
kinds of corny.

And anyway, what interest could Jim possibly have in the mechanics of
vampirism? Hell, how's Jim going to turn the pages to read the stuff,
anyway?

>The other problem is that while Agyar may not be writing for an audience,
>Brust _is_ writing for an audience - us the readers. Therefore, even if it
>is the musings of a vampire, he still needs to explain things enough so
>the reader understands.

Well, YMMV. Personally, I feel he _did_ provide enough information for the
reader to figure out what's going on. It just takes a bit more work to get
to it - he doesn't give you the Hickman/ Weis blow-by-blow description of
how to do that vampire thing. (Okay, okay, that's a cheap shot...) All that
you _really_ need to know is there in the text.

Also, I would argue that Brust does not have any obligation to make things
easier for his readers. What he's doing, primarily, is creating a character
- - Jack Agyar, wandering vampiric SOB. For him to "explain" more fully would
entail stepping out of that character, and would defeat the true purpose of
the book.

(Amend the above to: "wandering vampiric SOB. With _style._")

>Sorry, what I meant to say was that I like to be surprised in a book. This
>one didn't do it. I saw the ritual conclusion and his being saved by Susan
>coming as soon as the Jill tried it. There was no real surprise.

True. But there's a sort of fatal inevitability to the whole thing... Sort
of like watching a well-done horror movie. You know that the guy who
wanders off alone is going to get killed, but if it's handled well, it's
still gripping.

>I absolutely positively agree that the diary format is well done, but
>there were too many holes in it for my taste. I did not feel the usual
>I_can't_put_this_down_until_I_ finish_it_ that Brust usually does for me.
>It was just _too_ diary like _too_ mundane (no feeling) _too_ boring.

Well, tastes vary. Personally, I bought the book last summer, in hardcover,
and have now read it five times. This tops any of Brust's other stuff, at
least in the "rate-of-re-reading" category...

But then, I'm a sucker for the Brust "SOB with panache" thing.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 08:34:24 GMT
From: iverson@lionheart.com (Tim Iverson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust: Agyar

I actually just read Agyar again for the second time.  I liked it quite a
bit on the first go 'round, but I didn't realize exactly how good the book
was until the second time.  This is certainly Brust's best work so far.
Almost everything important happens by implication ... wonderful!

Aylor, Mark <ENGMJA@ENGENSVR.LTEC.COM> wrote:
>I love a good vampire story, but that is just it, a _good_ vampire story 
>[...]
>_good_ vampire stuff Anne Rice is by far superior. I'd even thought 

I think you're comparing dogs and doughnuts here.  Rice writes the
vicarious thrills sort of vampire story.  Agyar is a novel, not a story -
there are at least three different levels of 'story' in Agyar, and the
whole thing is far more allegorically oriented than action and thrill
oriented.

>Anyway, I guess I like to see a little more continuity of the vampire
>characteristics then Brust is supplying. I don't mean I want the vampires

This is one point that I both sympathize and disagree with.  The first time
through, I thought the same thing.  On the second time, I noticed how
remarkably coherent and *consistent* everything was.

>(surprises are nice), but the only one that I saw coming (a mile away) was
>the Kellam resolution.

I kind of thought this was an inevitability, not a surprise.  Anyway,
surprise is mostly beside the point; Agyar isn't one of those books you
read to find out what happens next, but rather to find out why what
happens.

Hmmm - I have this nasty little suspicion that you'd find Ansel Adams' work
lacking in color ...

Oh well, to paraphrase another sci-fi author, "In matters of taste, each
man must be his own judge".

Tim Iverson
iverson@lionheart.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 04:42:43 GMT
From: gordie@kaleida.com (Gordie Freedman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Penultimate ruth and Other PKD

Alexander Staubo alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no writes:
>Not _Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said_?  And not _Martian Time-Slip_, or
>_Do Androids Dream.._?

If _Flow My Tears_ was the book about the Johnny Carsonish character (with
a little Sinatra thrown in), I enjoyed it, although not as much as what I
consider his top novels. I would definitely recommend that book, though -
in fact I hadn't thought about it in a while and I'll probably reread it
now!

I don't quite remember _Martian Time Slip_, I know I read it a long time
ago, but I'll probably have to dig around for that one now too.

Although I loved the movie, I didn't really like Androids (the book) that
much. There were good concepts in it - again ripping off his own short
stories, such as for the empathy box (or whatever that was), but I was
disappointed with the book when I was done.

I did forget to mention _Dr. Bloodmoney_ and _Deus Irae_ (with Roger
Zelazny). Both with similar premises, but executed differently. I thought
these were excellant.

gordie@kaleida.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 23:13:33 GMT
From: kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kress' Beggars in Spain

emilyb@netcom.com (Emily Breed) writes:
>Is [Nancy Kress'] book *Brainrose* worth getting?

It's a good story - I've yet to see Kress write a bad one. But it's an
annoying book conceptually. The central premise has to be completely
undermined for the plot to hang together, and an incidental premise - that
pollution is self-correcting - is arrived at via an infuriating misreading
of Lovelock's Gaia principle. Fiction or no, you can just picture
industrialists reading it and thinking "well we don't *know* it's..."

I much prefered Beggars In Spain. Again, a great story, and the ideas were
both fascinating (especially the depiction of how supergeniuses might
think) *and* non-inflammatory. But the best of Kress' books that I've read
has to be An Alien Light. If you're looking for a good paperback buy -
strongly recommended.

Justine

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Books - Dickson (4 msgs) & Effinger & Elliott (4 msgs) &
                 Elrod & Pauline Gedge & Kay (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 15:08:04 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun050.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G.R. Dickson's Childe Cycle

BG TRAISH (B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk) wrote:
>But where do _Lost Dorsai_ and _Spirit of Dorsai_ fit in? How much of
>these are in _The Dorsai Companion_? (I flicked through my copies of all
>of these but it still makes little sense).

All the short stories set in the Dorsai universe are in the Dorsai
Companion, plus a 'guide to the Dorsai world' written in an internal
documentary style as if for workers from other worlds being posted to the
Dorsai.

The only part of Spirit and Lost that isn't in the companion is the one
about a guard on the frontier of human space waiting for an alien attack.
Called Warrior I think, but despite being in Lost (I think it's Lost not
Spirit) it's not set in the Dorsai universe.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 14:35:57 GMT
From: plutchak@lager.geo.brown.edu (Joel Plutchak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G.R. Dickson's Childe Cycle

lvirden@cas.org writes:
>3. Future books which have been discussed by Dickson:
>
>???	- the 3 historical novels which take place in the 14th century
>
>???	- the 3 contemporary novels taking place in the 19th/20th century.
>
>???	- volume which would appear after Young Bleys and perhaps parallel
>	to Final Encylopedia and Chantry Guild.
>
>Childe	- volume which takes place after Chantry Guild

   Which, of course, brings up the question of when (and if) he'll ever get
to them.  Anybody have any idea?  I've been a fan of the series since first
reading the SFBC _Three to Dorsai_ volume, and have been on the lookout for
the historical and contemporary novels ever since.

Joel Plutchak

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 18:40:41 GMT
From: mikes@ingres.com (Mike Schilling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G.R. Dickson's Childe Cycle

BTW, did anyone else find _Chantry Guild_ almost unreadable?  Too little
story, far too much emphasis on the creative universe, etc..  _Young Bleys_
was a big relief.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 12:52:49 GMT
From: Alexandra_Haropulos.McLean_CSD@xerox.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dickson books

Once upon a time, about a dozen years ago, I heard Dickson on a panel at a
Worldcon. He referred offhandedly to some small number of books of
historical fiction he had written before he wrote SF. I have never seen any
other reference to these, and have no idea what their titles might be, or
even if they were published under his own name. If they do indeed exist,
and are not just a memory hiccup on my part, it may be that he wants them
left unrecalled.

Does anyone know anything about this? Rumors, titles, location of copies?

Alex Haropulos
Document Printing Systems
Xerox Corp

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 00:16:00 GMT
From: 0003621563@mcimail.com (Variety Boston)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: George Alec Effinger

Arthur D. Hlavaty (hlavaty@panix.com) wrote
>   As someone who's read a lot of his stuff and enjoyed it, and met him
>once and liked him, I'm glad to hear that.  But I'm one of those retro
>kind of guys who think his best work was stuff like *What Entropy Means to
>Me* and "All the Last Wars at Once."

About four years ago I convinced an editor (also an SF fan) of one of the
mundane papers I write for to let me to do a story about cyberpunk.
Effinger was, at the time, occassionally on line on DELPHI and I arranged
for an online interview.  (It made the story very convenient since I simply
downloaded the "conversation" to the buffer and then was able to pull
direct quotes without having to retype them.) Effinger denied that his
Marid stories were "cyberpunk" even though he conceded there were some
obvious similiarities.  His feeling was that he was not part of the new
wave of cyberpunk writers and that having already established himself he
should not be lumped in with them.  Notwithstanding that, he was happy to
let me use my article to call some attention to his books.

At the end of the interview I told him I had been reading him since the
mid-'70s and that his "All the Last Wars at Once" had haunted me ever since
I first read it.  He replied that he wrote it so long ago that he barely
remembered it.

Perhaps the post-modern critics have a point in arguing for the primacy of
the text/reader relationship rather than the text/writer relationship.
Obviously, and quite properly, Effinger the writer was focusing on his
newest and current work.  Yet while I am a fan of the Marid stories, I also
recall with pleasure discovering his early works.

Dan Kimmel
variety@mcimail.com
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Date: 8 Mar 94 22:48:44 GMT
From: JRZ3@psuvm.psu.edu (Jeanne Reames-Zimmerman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jaran-Kate Elliott

Permit me to defend Kate.  First, the Jaran books do indeed have a planned
end.  Kate has the entire thing mapped out.  I know; I've talked to her
about it.  The books are admittedly long.  Personally, I like long books
that have lots of political twists.  They do not seem "glacial" to me.  Nor
is Kate writing until the books stop selling.  As I said, she has a
definite goal in mind.  But it's not a simple one, and the political
structure she's developed is not simple either.  For those who enjoy
complex plots, Kate's Jaran series is precisely that.  For those who prefer
a simpler story that comes to an end at the close of one or two books,
Jaran might indeed seem glacial.  But that's not to be confused with an
author not knowing where she is going with her story.

Jo Zimmerman

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 22:03:36 GMT
From: palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com (John J. Palmer )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jaran-Kate Elliott

Jeanne Reames-Zimmerman <JRZ3@psuvm.psu.edu> wrote:
> Permit me to defend Kate.  First, the Jaran books do indeed have a
> planned end.  Kate has the entire thing mapped out.  I know; I've talked
> to her about it.  The books are admittedly long.  Personally, I like long
> books that have lots of political twists.  They do not seem "glacial" to
> me.  Nor is Kate writing until the books stop selling.  As I said, she
> has a definite goal in mind.  But it's not a simple one, and the
> political structure she's developed is not simple either.  For those who
> enjoy complex plots, Kate's Jaran series is precisely that.  For those
> who prefer a simpler story that comes to an end at the close of one or
> two books, Jaran might indeed seem glacial.  But that's not to be
> confused with an author not knowing where she is going with her story.

I read the first one, and it seemed to me it needed more attention to the
plot than the romance. The romance was nice, even interesting at times but
even I, romantic that I am, was grouching, Get on with It! What are those
aliens and her brother going to Do!?  All in all, I was pretty
disappointed. Is there a second book out?  Does the plotline pick up?

John J. Palmer
MDA-SSD M&P
palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 07:56:18 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jaran-Kate Elliott

palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com (John J. Palmer ):
>I read the first one, and it seemed to me it needed more attention to the
>plot than the romance.... Is there a second book out?  Does the plotline
>pick up?

There's a second and third book out - "An Earthly Crown" and "His
Conquering Sword".  The background gets filled in more.  We get more
romances.  And the plot actually slows down.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 20:14:00 GMT
From: JRZ3@psuvm.psu.edu (Jeanne Reames-Zimmerman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jaran-Kate Elliott

Yes, there are two more books out in the series, and a third on the way.
Dani and I seem to disagree somewhat in terms of "slow plot." The first
book was a romance with the seeds of the rest.  The other two (which are
actually one book that had to be split) begin to lay the groundwork.  There
is some romance, but less...and it will have some interesting consequences.
The book due out soon (BECOMING) has almost no romance and quite a bit of
politics.  As well as some surprises.

The books are:

JARAN
AN EARTHLY CROWN ("Sword of Heaven" pt. 1)
HIS CONQUERING SWORD (pt. 2)
BECOMING (forthcoming)

Jo Zimmerman

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 00:39:19 GMT
From: cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BLOODCIRCLE Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

			 BLOODCIRCLE by P.N. Elrod
		      Book Review by C. Douglas Baker
			  [Spoiler for LIFEBLOOD]

   BLOODCIRCLE, Book Three of the Vampire Files, literally picks up right
where Book Two, LIFEBLOOD left off.  After surviving his encounter with
Gaylen, Maureen's diabolical and homicidal sister, Jack Fleming if found
working his hypnotic magic on an initially recalcitrant police official to
get out jail.  Once on the loose, Fleming and Charles Escott go in search
of Maureen, Fleming's long lost lover.

   Fleming and Escott's search for Maureen is the sole focus of
BLOODCIRCLE.  Their search leads them to the vampire Jonathan Barrett,
Maureen's former lover who she turned to for help after her sister escaped
from a mental institution placing Maureen in mortal danger.  Little did
Maureen expect that she would face danger from less likely quarters.  Nor
do Jack and Escott, for awhile anyway.  Their encounter with Barrett leads
to two murders and two attempted murders.  And yes, Fleming gets his skull
smashed in again (a quite unhealthy habit).  Once again Escott plays the
Sherlockian role as he pieces together the information he and Fleming
gather along to the way to discover who wants Fleming dead (again) and why.
Eventually the entire mystery, including that of Maureen, is solved.  I
wonder what Elrod will do for Book Four?

   If you liked the first two books in The Vampire Files then BLOODCIRCLE
is definitely for you.  Then again, if you did not like the first two books
you probably will not read this review or BLOODCIRCLE.

Title:      Bloodcircle
Author:     P.N. Elrod
City:       New York
Date:       1990
Publisher:  Ace  $3.95 (pbk)
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-06717-4 (pbk)
Pages:      202      

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 02:25:52 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Pauline Gedge:The Covenant

		Pauline Gedge:The Covenant  [some spoilers]

This isn't your average SF, fantasy, or even horror book.  Pauline Gedge
isn't your average such author, though, so that's only to be expected.
Gedge's _Stargate_ was a wonderful book, but her only science fiction so
far; the bulk of her output has been historical fiction.  This is her first
real horror work.

It starts slowly - grieving widow Jessica goes to visit her parents' former
employers, the Rensbys, in England.  Everything, however, is Not As It
Seems.  Lady Eleanor Rensby looks _much_ younger than her age would seem to
warrant.  And they never did explain the disappearance of Jessica's sister
Jane so many years ago (though we know, from the Prologue, that the Rensbys
were responsible).

Jessica, who is being employed to sort out data on the Rensby family
history, unearths startling facts about periodic disappearances in the
area, mysterious revivals of the family fortune at the brink of disaster,
etc.  And then she begins to remember how Sir Matthew Rensby had molested
her as a child.  So she leaves; but for some reason (plot necessity?) she
can't get a flight home from Heathrow for a few days.  (I wasn't sure about
this, myself...)

Then she ends up falling in love with Sir Matthew's son, Peter, and agrees
to stay for a "ceremony" the day before his 21st birthday, just a few days
away.  She has, apparently, ignored the clues that scream (to the reader,
at least), "Demon!  Demon!  Don't go!"

For some odd reason, the author shifts to the point of view of Caroline,
Peter's sister, for the last two chapters, as she goes to try to save
Jessica; she has apparently grown disgusted of her life, or some such
thing.  Jessica, however, is too smart to be rescued.  The book ends on a
slightly ambiguous note, but not a particularly optimistic one.

What bothers me most about the book is not the ending, though, per se.
It's that Jessica seems to be too stupid to live; or perhaps Gedge has used
the trick (didn't David Eddings use it in _The Diamond Throne_?) of having
an enemy that saps the protagonist's intelligence, thus making her do
stupid things.  After setting us up to like the character in the first half
of the book, the author abandons her in the second half and seems to become
gratuitously mean to her.  And to forestall the protests that this is
typical for horror, Jessica is abandoned to the extent that one loses all
sympathy for her.  By the end, I cared not a whit for her, and there was no
one else to feel sympathy for.

Gedge has done better.  And I hope she will stay away from horror in the
future.

Author:     Gedge, Pauline
Title:      The Covenant
Publisher:  Penguin
City:       Toronto
Date:       Copyright 1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-14-016895-8
Pages:      269 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, Can$6.99
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Date: 11 Mar 94 17:41:35 GMT
From: knott@sfu.ca (Dave Knott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Guy G. Kay

I've seen a bit of talk recently about Guy Kay and I was thinking of
picking up one of his books to read. My problem is: which one? I've heard
lots of good things about the Fionavar Tapestry, Tigana, and A Song for
Arbonne. Can anybody recommend a good starting point for his books?

Dave Knott

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 20:38:09 GMT
From: hearn1@scws9.harvard.edu (Taryn Hearn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

knott@sfu.ca (Dave Knott) writes:
>I've seen a bit of talk recently about Guy Kay and I was thinking of
>picking up one of his books to read. My problem is: which one? I've heard
>lots of good things about the Fionavar Tapestry, Tigana, and A Song for
>Arbonne. Can anybody recommend a good starting point for his books?

   I would recommend Tigana. Mainly because it's my favorite, but also
because you would probably want to start with a single book to see if you
like his work, rather than going through the whole Fionavar trilogy.  A
Song for Arbonne is also very good. Still, I do tend to use Tigana to get
my friends addicted to his work...

Taryn Hearn
hearn1@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 21:35:02 GMT
From: dachiu@uoguelph.ca (David A Chiu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

Dave Knott (knott@sfu.ca) wrote:
>Can anybody recommend a good starting point for his books?

Well, you could do it chronologically (Tapestry, Tigana, Arbonne) and watch
him progress as an author. Or, if you wanted to start on a single-volume
story first, just to sample his work, you could start with Tigana or
Arbonne. The point being, all three are fairly disjoint, so you needn't
worry about 'ruining' one or the other. IMHO, Tigana is the most
'intense'(emotionally as well as in the sheer volume of action); while
Arbonne seemed the 'lighter' of the three but, read the cover synopsis for
each one, find one that catches your attention, and enjoy! Most of his work
is superb.

p.s. IMHO again, Tigana's intro is s-l-o-w, but it accelerates from there
at breakneck speed.

Hope this helps.

David A. Chiu
The University of Guelph, Canada
dachiu@uoguelph.ca

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 22:37:25 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

Taryn Hearn <hearn1@scws9.harvard.edu> wrote:
>I would recommend Tigana. Mainly because it's my favorite, but also
>because you would probably want to start with a single book to see if you
>like his work, rather than going through the whole Fionavar trilogy.  A
>Song for Arbonne is also very good. Still, I do tend to use Tigana to get
>my friends addicted to his work...

I'd have to call it a toss-up between the two. Tigana is a bit more
"sprawling," for lack of a better term. A Song for Arbonne is a bit
tighter, a bit more polished perhaps.  At any rate, it has fewer bits that
struck me as being somehow extraneous. (I'd mention what bits those were,
but that'd be a spoiler...).

I guess it depends on what you usually like. Personally, though Tigana was
a bit rougher, it also struck me as being more powerful, possibly because
of that roughness...

Great books, both of them. Fionavar is good stuff, too.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 23:54:00 GMT
From: e_dessu@pavo.concordia.ca (dez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy G. Kay

Well, if you've got the money, get all of them.  The three books of the
Fionavar Tapestry are a good start because they show Kay's early writing
style.  You can read either _Tigana_ and _A_Song_For_Arbonne_ after, since
they are unrelated.  Both are very good books with strong but hard to
categorize characters, twisting plots and climactic conclusions.

All five books are definitely worth the money.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 11 Mar 94 06:42:14 GMT
From: kgoebel@netcom.com (The Royal Scribe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Javan's council                                           s

Jon Brater (jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu) wrote:
>IZZY8HE@MVS.OAC.UCLA.EDU (Staci) writes:
>> I think we are forgetting that Gwynnedd is not an absolute monarchy.  Th
>> ere are probably laws that Javin had to obey regarding who sits on his c
>> council.  It wouldn't be of much use if the only people on the council w
>> were the king's best buddies.  He could just about do anything he wanted
>> with no worries about anyone naysaying him.  For all we know, the Earl
>> of Carthane is entitled to a seat on the council.
>
>Points well taken.  It is true, however, that the King usually is not
>subject to majority rule.  Exceptions include, of course, Regency when the
>King is under 14, and the Accession Council when the heir apparent wishes
>to be confirmed.
>
>Members of the Nobility are not guaranteed a seat on the Council.  The 2
>Archbishops of Gwynedd are, as are certain members of the Royal Family
>(Cinhil, Alroy, Javan, Rhys Michael, Brion, Jehana, Nigel, Kelson) who
>have reached the age of majority (14).  The ritual of offering
>Resignations to a new King technically allowed Javan to totally revamp his
>Council, but this was politically impossible.

[Several additional excellent points deleted to save space.]

Although my memory of supporting characters (and of geography, etc.)  is
much less extensive than many of the posters here, I was under the
impression that Javan *legally* could have changed his Council but
*politically* could not have.  (Confirmation of above posters.)

Cinhil, I seem to recall, created the Council himself.  By the same legal
principle, Javan could have changed or even abolished the council
(theoretically) in the absence some higher authority (like a Constitution
of Magna Carta) to prevent him from doing so.  The most recent act of a
King (even a new King who is of majority) will supersede older acts if (and
to the extent that) they conflict.  (The same principle is used with acts
of Congress, state legislatures, etc., and there is no doubt a fabulous
Latin term for it.)

But remember, Kings acquire their power from a variety of sources.  In a
feudal society, a King is fairly dependent upon vassals with land, money,
armies, or authority assets to offer the king.  The Regents had been able
to consolidate a formidable amount of personal political power during their
Regency, and even an edict by the King might not have been able to stop
their combined might (especially if they could turn the populace against
Javan by painting him as a Deryni-lover or worse).

Kelson had a lot more to work with - a Council divided enough that he
himself cast the tie-breaking vote to free Morgan (Deryni Rising), an
anti-Deryni sentiment that seemed to be waning, somewhat, and allies with a
fair amount of political resources of their own. While Javan probably did
make mistakes, he really didn't have a lot to work with.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 00:04:16 GMT
From: phoenix@wrath.ugcs.caltech.edu (Oolong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Javan's council                                           s

Jon Brater <jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu> wrote:
>Majority vote to free Morgan...  Yes...  I wonder what the precise rule is
>that requires majority votes in Council after the reigning King's
>coronation.  Any?  (Presuming Morgan was freed before Kelson's, but my
>memory is bad.)

Before Kelson's coronation yes, but once he was of age he could have done
what he felt like legally, including freeing Morgan and snubbing his nose
at them all.  Instead he was politic and magnified Derry to the Council,
giving him the extra vote.  He wasn't even crowned yet, just an hour of
age.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 94 03:20:08 GMT
From: aq891@freenet.carleton.ca (Brian Gilbert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

richardl@austin.ibm.com (Larry Richards) says:
>I believe that suppressing the Custos and executing all the Regents, while
>much to be desired, was totally out of the question for Javan.  Just
>because he's King doesn't mean he can order anything he wants, however
>desirable that might be. For one thing the Regents no doubt have the
>support of the populace in their suppression of the deryni and a peasent
>revolt against a King is no small matter. Second, very powerfull families
>are invovled here with large numbers of men at arms owing them fuedal
>service. Although in the end Javan was done in more by trickery than open
>revolt, if he had acted too percipitously, even open action against the
>King would have been likely as Kelson found out in his own more 'liberal'
>time.

Why is it the regents could get away with anything they wanted without any
revolt from peasants? I mean, they marched right into the church to stop
Camber from being named Archbiship, killed priests and monks, and arrested
the whole church heirarchy, all apparently without any trouble.

>Javan seems much more astute than you give him credit for. In the end,
>what really doomed him was being *too* accomodating to the deryni and not
>cold blooded enough in his dealings with the Regents. Instead of open
>suppression of the Custodes and open war with the Regents, he should have
>turned to assasination as most likely to secure his throne (and his life).
>In a way his very goodness doomed him to failure.  This is not to say he
>was not astute, but rather that he was not diabolical enough.

Right, he should've killed them in whatever way was required. He could've
made it look natural, or just pretended it was evil Deryni. The day after
his confessor was found hanged in his room, Javan should have made sure
Bishop Hubert was found hanged in his.

Brian Gilbert

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 94 04:49:46 GMT
From: jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Jon Brater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Javan's council                                           s

Yes, Javan certainly had potential.  Were it not for Paulin's
perceptiveness that Javan was manipulating Archbishop Hubert, had Deryni
powers, and must be destroyed, combined with Rhys Michael's propensity to
have unsafe sex, in a manner of speaking, while the Regents were still
powerful and thirsty for more Regency, Javan might have had a long and
successful reign, and would eventually have fit my flawed definition of a
strong King as one being able to surround himself with loyal Council
members.

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 08:13:56 GMT
From: ivin@monoceros.eecs.berkeley.edu (Ilya Vinarsky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Last summer I read a Russian translation of a novel by Stanislaw Lem;
rendered in English, its title would probably be "Inspection on the Spot".
It was the best book I have read in a looong time.

Is there an English translation?  Has anyone else read the book and have
any comments?

Ilya Vinarsky

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 94 16:01:09 GMT
From: ibic@sunsite.unc.edu (Internet Book Information Center)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: "Diamond Mask" by Julian May

Previous IBIC Reviews, as well as links to many other Internet information
resources related to books, are available via the Internet Book Information
Center WWW serverspace (provided courtesy of SunSITE, a joint project of
the University North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Sun Microsystems).

The URL is http://sunsite.unc.edu/ibic/IBIC-homepage.html.  Selected text
resources are available by anonymous ftp to sunsite.unc.edu; directory is
/pub/electronic-publications/ibic.  The IBIC Gopher server is temporarily
unavailable but a new one is under construction.

E-mail comments encouraged to ibic@sunsite.unc.edu.

Author:     May, Julian
Title:      Diamond Mask
Publisher:  Alfred A. Knopf
City:       New York
Date:       March1994
Order Info: ISBN n/a
Pages:      455 pp.
Comments:   hardcover, U.S. $22.00

Julian May's works are a recurring topic of conversation for the estimated
84,000 people worldwide who read the Internet newsgroup
rec.arts.sf.written.  In fact, there is so much interest in her work that a
separate Internet mailing list, MILIEU, was formed specifically to discuss
her works.  A subscriber to the list can expect to receive 3-4 e-mail
messages a day from fellow enthusiasts.  So it is fitting that this review
of her latest book, DIAMOND MASK, should be the first one posted to the
Internet Book Information Center's WWW server.  IBIC's mission is to use
the Internet to connect book-lovers with information about books.

DIAMOND MASK is the second book in Julian May's "Galactic Milieu" trilogy
which began with JACK THE BODILESS and will culminate with MAGNIFICAT.  The
"Galactic Milieu" trilogy is itself a sequel to two previous series, "The
Saga of Pliocene Exile" and "Intervention."  All three series share a
common setting and many of the same characters.  This book focuses on the
early life of Dorothea Macdonald, who became Dirigent of Caledonia and wife
of St. Jack the Bodiless.

I mean it as a high compliment to say that the Milieu metatrilogy is a more
sophisticated successor to E.E. "Doc" Smith's much-loved galaxy-spanning
space opera, the Lensman series.  Both series feature noble, repressed
supertelepathic supermen (Smith's Kimball Kinnison and May's Marc
Remillard) playing out a destiny of galactic unity heavily influenced by
human genealogy.

May fashions characters and stories that will bear frequent, almost
obsessive rereading.  I have read all of her previous novels several times,
and love them all.  (Like most people, I think "The Saga of Pliocene Exile"
is a cut above the "Intervention" series.)

But I was worried about DIAMOND MASK.  I had been disappointed in JACK THE
BODILESS and felt that there had been a perceptible drop-off in quality
from the previous series.  I thought a lackluster effort in this second
book would doom the trilogy.

I need not have worried.  The same evening I finished reading DIAMOND MASK,
I went back and began rereading JACK THE BODILESS.  With the additional
context, I liked JACK a lot better.  That touchstone makes it clear to me
that DIAMOND MASK is a highly successful second book in the "Galactic
Milieu" trilogy.  I am now confident that the projected final volume in the
series, MAGNIFICAT, will provide a profoundly satisfactory resolution not
just to the Galactic Milieu trilogy, but to the entire Milieu metatrilogy
which is so well loved by so many.  I await MAGNIFICAT with tremendous
anticipation.

[For those of you who have been waiting to find out the identity of
the mysterious, evil telepathic entity called Fury, I will only say that 
you will find DIAMOND MASK well worth reading.]

Frederick Zimmerman

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 18:14:15 GMT
From: at@setanta.demon.co.uk (Amrik Thethi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hearts, Hands and Voices

I've just read _Hearts, Hands and Voices_ by Ian McDonald and thought it
was a great book.

Is there any other stuff by him that can be recommended?  I've heard of a
_Out on Blue Six_ but don't know anything about it.

Amrik Thethi
Setanta Software Ltd.
Cambridge, UK.
at@setanta.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 07:17:55 GMT
From: nebus@ruphys.rutgers.edu (Joseph Nebus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Catherine L. Moore

   Anybody else out there still awed by "No Woman Born" to the point of
minor psychological damage?

   For that matter, I recall a rumor that one of her (most likely with
Henry Kuttner) stories (under the pseudonym Lewis Padgett) was adapted into
a Twilight Zone episode; can anyone confirm/deny the episode?

Joseph Nebus

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 19:33:01 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tales of the Continuing Time

I've read THE LAST DANCER, and thought it quite enjoyable. Keyes is a good
writer, though not quite first rank. He threw a bit too much into this
book, and wasn't able to tie it up as nicely as I would have liked.

I mean, you've got U.N. peace enforcers, stasis bubbles (shades of Vinge's
PEACE WAR, it seems), transcendental gods that show up from time to time,
mysterious martial arts masters belonging to secret societies, Ancient
Races from which we've descended (and some of whom are still around),
telepaths, Hidden Immortals, cyborgs, robots, artificial intelligences that
live in cyberspace, space battles, and, in general, everything but the
kitchen sink. The fact that Moran ties these things together as well as he
does is, I suppose, a testimony to his ability. Still, I think he would be
well served by a bit more restraint.

Then again, maybe I just need to read his other books to understand all
these things better ... 8^)

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 21:56:13 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tales of the Continuing Time

cash@convex.com (Peter Cash) writes:
>I've read THE LAST DANCER, and thought it quite enjoyable. Keyes is a good
>writer, though not quite first rank. He threw a bit too much into this
>book, and wasn't able to tie it up as nicely as I would have liked.

hahahahahaha

It's not *supposed* to be tied up in one book.  The entire series is, what,
thirty-three books?  He has, supposedly, plotted out all of the major, and
most of the minor, incidents that take place in his series, and, given the
time line he posted a while back, I'm willing to take him at his word.

This is a series that spans *thousands* of years, with a couple of stories
set even further apart than that (the beginning of the universe, for
example).

And yet most of the books (so far) are self-contained.  _The Long Run_
reads better if you've read _Emerald Eyes_, but it includes the absolutely
necessary portions, or fills in most of the details in other ways.  And
same with _The Last Dancer_ - I know who Denice is better because I've read
EE and tLR.  But if I'd picked it up out of the blue, I think I could have
followed the story just as well.

I *like* Moran a lot.  tLR is one of my favorite books; I reread it
whenever I want a fun read.  And _The Armageddon Blues_ is, I think,
remarkable for a first novel; I reread it about once every year or so, and
keep being amazed.

I can hardly wait for his next book.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 19:15:16 GMT
From: mkr@fid.morgan.com (Mike Rosenberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tales of the Continuing Time

Does anyone out there (particularly those who work for publishers) have an
explanation as to why Bantam does not reprint Moran's earlier novels? They
advertised them inside the front cover of The Last Dancer. It doesn't make
sense to publish a new book in a series and not have previous, recent,
books in print. Anyone who picks up Last Dancer and enjoys it will
certainly want to buy the other novels in the series.

I don't get it.

Mike
mkr@fid.morgan.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 20:55:41 GMT
From: piaw@marlin.cs.washington.edu (Piaw Na)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Last Dancer

I just finished this and the ending had me in shock.

Does anyone else know when the next book is supposed to be out?
(Supposedly, it's "Lord November") Is Bantam still going to be Daniel
Moran's publisher?  From that time-line he posted a few years back, it
seemed like he wasn't getting along well with them.

SPOILERS follow

Was anyone else as shocked as I was about Denise killing her brother at the
end of the novel?

It completely caught me by surprise.  I didn't think that they were going
to have a happy reunion, but a killing?

Given how Denise has changed, though, it did make sense.  Still, I was
breathing heavily at the end of the novel.

Any predictions about how Trent and Denise will act when they finally get
together?  Since presumably, Denise has children with someone named
November, they won't like each other very much now that each of them has
changed so much.

Now I've got to find Amageddon Blues and Emerald Eyes.  Darn darn darn darn
darn...

Piaw

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 03:33:57 GMT
From: SXC3@psuvm.psu.edu (Sabrina Chase)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: H. Beam Piper info

I saw a request recently for more information on the late great H. Beam
Piper.  A good reference is, strangely enough, in the recent reprint of his
*non*-sf book "Murder in the Gunroom" (a mystery).  The book itself is a
complete facsimile of the original print, complete with cover art and
jacket inserts, including a photo of The Man himself.  There is also a very
detailed introduction that gives background on H. Beam Piper, his writing,
and his sadly troubled life.  A complete listing of all known stories (and
which magazines they appeared in), novels, and even apocrypha finishes the
intro.

   The reprint is published by Old Earth Books, Baltimore MD.  ISBN
1-882968- 02-6.  May be a bit pricey for a paperback, but worth it for me.

NOTE IN REVIEW: The story itself I found enjoyable, if more dated than his
sf.  It also had a sort of Jane Austen-like barely noticable
tongue-in-cheek kind of humor.  Just imagine Robin Williams doing film
noir, and you'll have a good idea.

Sabrina Chase
Hostigos State University

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 7 Mar 94 19:52:00 GMT
From: glen.cox@onestop.sccsi.com (Glen Cox)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James Morrow - fan at lar

>I believe he was working on a new book (Jerimiah? something like that)
>which was to be finished sometime this year. Is this finished?

_Towing Jehovah_ is the title of the new book, out this summer.

Glen

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 13:52:20 GMT
From: art@nvg.unit.no (Arild Torum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New books by Rice

Being a non-American, I would like to know if any new books have been
published there in The Vampire Chronicles by Anne Rice. Has there been
published a fifth book, following "The Tale of the Body Thief"?

Arild Toerum

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 18:47:18 GMT
From: crh3@quads.uchicago.edu (Chris Holmes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Illuminatus co-author Robert Shea dies 03/10/94

I have the unfortunate task of relating some very sad news.  Last night
science fiction author Robert Shea died of cancer at 9 pm Thursday March 10
in an Oak Lawn hospital.  Shea will be remember by his friends for his
warmth and compassion, and to the science fiction community as one of the
greater writers of the last century.  Shea co-wrote with Robert Anton
Wilson the Illuminatus! Trilogy which stands as one of the greatest works
of science fiction or fiction ever to be written.  I would personally like
to thank everyone who sent in get well wishes.  I'm sure they will mean a
lot to his friends and family.  This is not a hoax or a prank.  It is both
ironic and pathetic that one week after the flaccid hoax concerning the
death of Robert Anton Wilson, that Robert Shea should die in the midst of
this confusion.  Please take a moment to remember his contribution to our
lives, and wish him well in the next.

Hail Eris,
Hail Discordia,
Hail Shea.  We will miss you dearly.

Chris Holmes
crh3@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 00:23:43 GMT
From: kim@sun.lclark.edu (John Kim)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hyperion

I just finished reading Hyperion by Dan Simmons. He makes references to
something called Hegira. I must have missed its meaning...I know it refers
to a certain period of time in Earth's past, but I have no idea what it
refers to exactly. Is it explained in Fall of Hyperion? Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 08:00:37 GMT
From: edwong@eis.calstate.edu (Edmund WONG)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hyperion

Wasn't the Hegira the period of time Mohammed was traveling to another
country when he was outcast or something?  (My memory about the background
of Islam, is almost totally gone).  Was he being pursued, cast out?  Maybe
it was before he reached Mecca.  Boy, all folowers of Islam don't flame me
for my ignorance.  Sorry,

Edmund H. Wong
edwong@ctp.org
edwong@ocf.berkeley.edu
strmbrgr@uclink2.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 20:21:34 GMT
From: media!irscscm!dcosner@uunet.uu.net (Dianne Cosner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hyperion

Hegira is the flight of Mohammed from Mecca to Medina in AD 622.  It also
just means a journey, especially to escape danger.  Good 'ole Webster's
Dictionary.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 22:54:46 GMT
From: GPMILLS@chemical.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (The Unemployed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hyperion

verhagen@fys.ruu.nl (Joachim Verhagen) writes:
>The Hegira is the name of the flight of Mohammed from Mekka to Medina,
>where he found enough followers to conquer Mekka. It is the start of the
>Islamitic age.  In Hyperion however it is the flight from mankind from the
>dying Earth and scattering over the stars, which does not seem much to do
>with the historic Hegira.  By the way, you should read The Fall of
>Hyperion; it is even better than the first book.

This is no doubt true, however my dictionary has it as a general term
describing any journey to flee danger. In _Hyperion_ the hegira was made
because of the "Big Mistake" when a research team somewhere (Kiev?)
created a black hole which promptly fell to the centre of the Earth and
started consuming it.

What I'd like to know the definition of is the word "diaspora" which seems
to be used in SF in a similar meaning (?).  My dictionary lacks a
definition.  Does it have something to do with the Israelites?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 23:36:23 GMT
From: Wilson.M.Clements@dartmouth.edu (Will Clements)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hyperion

GPMILLS@CHEMICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca writes:
> What I'd like to know the definition of is the word "diaspora" which
> seems to be used in SF in a similar meaning (?).  My dictionary lacks a
> definition.  Does it have something to do with the Israelites?

"Diaspora" means scattering or dispersal.

"Diaspora" is the word used by Jews as a reference to the burning of
Jerusalem by Rome in 70 A.D. and the subsequent scattering of the Jewish
people.  Modern Zionism depended heavily upon the diaspora for the identity
of the Jewish people.

Will

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 15:40:47 GMT
From: slinn@ccd.harris.com (Scott Linn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: AKA Cordwainer Smith

     What other books did Paul Linebarger write?  I think I pretty much
have the complete corpus of his Cordwainer Smith books, but I believe he
also wrote under the name Felix C. Forrest and maybe under another name as
well.

Scott Linn               
slinn@ccd.harris.com    

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 13:52:20 GMT
From: art@nvg.unit.no (Arild Torum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New books by Stirling

Being a non-American, I would like to know if any new books have been
published there in The Domination of the Draka series by S.M.Stirling.
Have there been any new releases after "The Stone Dogs", or are there any
planned for the near future?

Arild Toerum

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 20:15:04 GMT
From: barmiyan@wam.umd.edu (Amy Rebecca Ewing)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Agnus Wells

Anybody read any fantasy series by Agnus Wells? I saw two trilogies in the
bookstore and I'd like to know how they rate. I'd appreciate any opinions.

Thanks in advance.

Brian
barmiyan@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 20:38:27 GMT
From: sherod@cauchyColorado.EDU (Scott Herod)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Agnus Wells

I think I recently read them, but can't recall exactly.

Actually the God War one wasn't bad.  I really can't recall what the other
was about.

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 03:58:44 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Agnus Wells

I read one of them.  When people decry the current state of sf, this is
what they are talking about.  You have read this story before, even if you
have never read any Angus Wells.  Completely generic fantasy, written in an
almost competent fashion.  If you have nothing else to read for a long
plane flight, they are acceptable; however I can not think of any other use
for them.  If books had afterlives, these would share the fate of Kipling's
Tomlinson.  

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 05:25:29 GMT
From: jdawley@moose.uvm.edu (Janice E. Dawley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

   IMO, To Green Angel Tower is the best of the three books, though I still
feel that it was too long. I was especially impressed by the way Williams'
female characters came to life: Geloe and Aditu are done quite well, though
you still don't know much about their backgrounds by the time the book
ends.  And I was amazed at the insight that he showed in writing from
Miriamele's point of view - very rare in male SF/fantasy authors, in my
experience.
   Hope none of this qualifies as spoilers!

Janice

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 01:12:58 GMT
From: mmartini@nobska.er.usgs.gov
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower (minor spoilers)

tyf@uclink.berkeley.edu (Allen Tam) writes:
>Minor spoilers ahead!
>Is it just me or does it seem that Tad Williams is obsessed with dark
>forbidding places?  Throughout the three books, Simon always seems to get
>horrifically lost either in some deep underground cavern or a gigantic
>forest where he runs around for a couple of days, nearly dies of
>starvation and thirst, but eventually gets out all right.  When this
>happened for like the tenth time in _Green Angel Tower_ I was waiting for
>Simon to scream out, "Not again!!"

Funny, I'm in the last 1/3 of that tome and Simon is crawling through some
dark and dreary tunnels.... Not being one for suspense, I already know what
will happen and might like to see a sequel, but would another book be even
longer than this???

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 21:02:50 GMT
From: wliaw@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Wilson Liaw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

Craig Becker <jlpicard@austin.ibm.com> wrote:
>Anyone have any examples of especially good or especially bad portrayals
>of game-playing in SF?

I just started reading "Buring Light" by Melissa Scott, the main character
is a gamer. It looks interesting so far.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 05:09:46 GMT
From: kliang@delphi.com (Kuo-yu Liang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

Ludwig Dickmann <dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de> writes:
>>An oldie but an all time favorite of mine (and required reading in some
>>college sf-literature) is "A Canticle for Leibowitz". Unfortunately, I do
>>not have my copy here at work, so I can't tell you who wrote it.
>
>It's "A Canticle for Leibowitz" by Walter M. Miller,jr.
>I have heard rumours that Miller has written a sequel to this excellent
>book. Can anybody conform or deny?
 
He's under contract at Bantam to write the sequel, don't know if it's done.

Two other PA books of interest:
1. THE LAST SHIP by William Brinkley - anybody ever read past 20 pages?
 
2. WARRIOR & WANDERER by Don McQuinn - great books by a guy who can really
tell stories.
 
Also, there's a short story by PK Dick imagining WW III has started between
US and the Russians and all the humans are hiding underground with
computers firing nuclear weapons at each other - only to find out years
later the computers from each side have long figured out the war was BAD so
they never fought and just provided false data for the humans.  It's my
favorite story by Dick but I can't remember the name or where I can find it
in print.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 17:46:16 GMT
From: cdaub@uoguelph.ca (Christopher Daub)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Post apocalypse books

   Anybody else ever read "Emergence", I _think_ the author was David
Palmer.  It was post-apocalyptic, but in a different way. The basic premise
of the book is that the next evolutionary stage of humanity is imminent,
and that the apocalypse will allow them to flourish, since there will be
less competition.  Somehow manages to be optimistic about the whole
situation.

Chris Daub
Physical Science
University of Guelph

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 23:59:01 GMT
From: schafer@raistlan.network.com (Martin Schafer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

sedinger@sbu.edu (Kelly Sedinger) writes:
>actual historical figure, a la Geoffrey Ashe. I have read the following:
>   _The Once and Future King_, T.H. White
>   The trilogy by Gillian Bradshaw
>   The four-volume cycle of Mary Stewart
>   The trilogy by Stephen Lawhead
>   _Idylls of the King_, Alfred, Lord Tennyson
>   _The Adventures of King Arthur and his Noble Knights_, John Steinbeck
>   _The Mists of Avalon_, Marion Zimmer Bradley.
>
>If anyone out there can direct me toward further readings in this
>sub-genre, I would be grateful. I apologize if there's some obscure
>"alt.fan.king_arthur" group somewhere, but I haven't found anything of
>that nature, so this seems to be my best bet. Thanks!

Well first, you may have just not mentioned it, there is some of the
original material.
		
   l'Morte D'Arthur by Malory
   Sir Gawain and the Green Knight by ???
   Bullfinch's ??? (Age of Chivalry maybe?)

Then there is the question of how far afield you want to go.  Does
Charlemagne/Roland material count?  There is the first volume of a
translation of Orlando Furioso (a souped up Italian version of the song of
Roland) that came out from Ballantine in the early 70's.  Also Lin Carter's
anthology Dragons Elves and Heros had some relevant sections.  Spenser's
Fairie Queen is another older work and there is a section from L Sprague
DeCamp and Fletcher Pratt's The Incomplete Enchanter that takes place in
the Fairie Queen and a section of The Castle of Iron that takes place in
the Orlando Furioso.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 21:18:44 GMT
From: arkhive@apusapus.demon.co.uk (Ailsa Jenkins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

schafer@raistlan.network.com writes:
>   Sir Gawain and the Green Knight by ???

J R R Tolkien???

And other early stuff (12th century):
Robert Wace's Roman de Brut
Layamon's Brut

published together as 
Wace and Layamon
Arthurian Chronicles
Everyman paperback edition
Dents, London & Dutton's NY

and 
Geoffrey of Monmouth
The History of the King's of Britain (Historia Regum Britanniae) c1136
which contains stuff on Merlin and Arthur
Penguin Classic, 1966

Ailsa Jenkins                             
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, WD3 3AU, UK
arkhive@apusapus.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 01:25:31 GMT
From: ks@cs.brown.edu (Kate Sanders)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

arkhive@apusapus.demon.co.uk (Ailsa Jenkins) writes:
>>   Sir Gawain and the Green Knight by ???
>
>J R R Tolkien???

No no no! He did write a good translation which is I think still available
in paperback, but the original author was an anonymous poet, a contemporary
of Chaucer's I believe (haven't read this since 1976 or so). Harder to read
than Chaucer, though - Chaucer's is the dialect from which we get modern
English, and the Gawain poet's is somewhat different, so you may want to
settle for the translation. A great story, either way, and incidentally, if
you like it, you might also check out _Silverlock_ by John Myers Myers, in
which the Green Knight appears as a character, along with Beowulf, Aucassin
and Nicolette, Circe, and hundreds of other well-known characters.

Kate

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 19:47:11 GMT
From: gthistle@uclink.berkeley.edu (Sharon Kim Goetz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

No one mentioned this yet, but there's a fairly recent contemporary 
retelling called _The Forever King_ by Molly Cochran and someone else.  
Arthur gets reborn and Saladin hasn't died yet....

The author of _Gawain and the Green Knight_ is most definitely *not*
Tolkien.  There's some speculation that the guy who did write it at the end
of the 14th century also wrote _Pearl_ and _Patience_ and a couple other
things.  Actually, _Gawain_ is one of the poems of that period that's
fairly easily understood by modern readers.  I just had to read it for an
English class, and it was quicker to go through than, say, Langland's
_Piers Plowman_.  I'm digressing, though.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 18:14:52 GMT
From: GFitzger@nyx.cs.du.edu (Garrett Fitzgerald)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: Arthurian stuff

Nobody has mentioned Guy Gavriel Kay's _The_Fionavar_Tapestry_ yet.  Arthur
shows up in _The_Wandering_Fire_.

Garrett Fitzgerald
GFitzger@Nyx.cs.du.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 06:32:28 GMT
From: kliang@delphi.com (Kuo-yu Liang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: re: Arthurian stuff

Del Rey will be publishing a book called CHILD QUEEN by first time author
Nancy McKenzie in their Discovery series later this Fall.  Send me an
E-mail with your mailing address if you like a copy.

Kuo-Yu Liang
Sales Manager, Del Rey
kliang@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 12:07:58 GMT
From: tmc@gcal.ac.uk ("T.McCormick")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Arthurian Legends

Hi, there, Two books unmentioned as of yet were The forever King, now out
in small paperback UK - can't remember who wrote this book off by hand, and
the The Fionavar Tapestry by Guy Gavrial Kay. Both enjoyable however, the
Forever King is about King Arthur while the Fionavar Tapestry has Arthurian
Legend as only one theme amongst many other plots.

Tom McCormick
Glasgow Caledonian University
Scotland
t.mccormick@gcal.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 12:57:01 GMT
From: danielh@hpber002.swiss.hp.com (Daniel Huber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: List of taped SF stories?

Did somebody already compile a list of good SF books on audio tapes?

Some months ago I found by accident a STTNG book on tape ("Imzadi"). Since
then, I bought a few other stories to listen, while I drive to work.

Now I'm running out of new Simon & Schusters StarTrek stories on audio
tapes..

In the meantime I found Orson Scott Cards "Speaker for the Dead" and "Star
Wars: Heir to the Empire" from Timothy Zahn (from Audio Renaissance Tapes
and from Bantam Audio Publishing).

I know there must be a lot of other books on tape out there. However, my
biggest problem is to FIND these books. It may happen that one tape or
another finds it's way down to Switzerland, but for ordering the tapes I
should know what's available ..

So, has somebody already compiled a list of suggested SF books on tapes?

Or would you mind to forward me the information about your favourite title?
(Author, Title, Publisher, ISBN number....)

If I get enough titles, I may begin a FAQ for this....

I did not find any pointer in any FAQ or on any WWW SF pages...

Many thanks for any suggestion..

Daniel Huber
RCO, HP Niederwangen (8700)
Switzerland
danielh@hpber199.swiss.hp.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Films - Starship Troopers & Marvel Films (6 msgs) & Robocop &
               Watchmen & Cyborg (3 msgs) & Foundation (2 msgs) & 
               The Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch &
               Lord of the Rings (2 msgs) & Aliens 4 & Kronos & 
               The Crow & Stargate (2 msgs) & 
               The Lawnmower Man (2 msgs) & Hammer Dracula Films

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 00:54:13 GMT
From: deleeuw@mardonius.ccqc.uga.edu (Brad DeLeeuw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Starship Troopers The Movie??

Has anybody else heard anything about this????  Personally, I would have
picked the Camerons (James and his wife, makers of the Terminator movies
and *Aliens*) to turn this book into a movie.

Actually, I was sort of amused by the similarities between facets of
*Aliens* and *Starship Troopers* when I first saw it in the theater.

Brad DeLeeuw

------------------------------

Date: 23 Feb 94 02:02:54 GMT
From: lylemcd@delphi.com (Lyle McDonald)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-men, the movie??

A friend of mine just came back from a year in Italy working for a TV
Channel (Tele-MonteCarlo).  While he was at a meeting in DeLaurentis'
studios, he saw some pre-production budget sheets for a film that
translated to something like The Unusual X-Men.  So he looked at it.  It
will be shooting in early 95 after some script revisions, and be budgeted
at about $60 million dollars, as a production between New World and
DeLaurentis.  He recognized from the cast list: Christopher Lambert
(probably Nightcrawler), Iman (Storm), Dolph Lundgren (Colossus) , Sarah
Jessica Parker (Rogue), Alec Baldwin (Cylops) , Rutger Hauer (Magneto,
maybe?) and tentatively, Patrick Stewart (A GREAT Prof. X!).  He didn't
find anything else, because they saw him and weren't too happy.  In fact
they tossed him out.  But it looks like another Marvel film is in the
works, and at least it will have some money behind it, not like that FF
film.  Still leaves Wolverine and others, depending on the lineup.  Maybe
they haven't got someone yet, or my friend just didnt' recognize them.  I
think Michael Dudikoff from Cobra would make a cool Wolverine.  So, keep
your eyes peeled for more information.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 04:03:43 GMT
From: asood@pomona.claremont.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-men, the movie??

Dino DeLaurentis does not have the rights to make an X-men movie.  Those
rights belong to 20th Century Fox and producer Lauren Shuler-Donner.
Therefore, if I were you I would consider some of this information suspect.
(Especially the casting, because that sort of info would have been printed
in the trades, and there has been no mention of any casting.)

I'm sure more info on this project will be known in a couple of weeks at
the NATO/ShoWest convention.

Aditya

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 17:12:56 GMT
From: lwv26@cas.org (Larry W. Virden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: FF Movie....NOT!

Interesting that you announce that the FF movie is dead, when I just
watched an interview with a Marvel exec who specifically mentioned the
Spiderman and Xmen movies and when asked about other projects in the works
showed a cover of Fantastic Four...

Larry W. Virden
674 Falls Place
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068-1614
lvirden@cas.org

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 07:10:12 GMT
From: maxhawk@ccnet.com (Marc Stuart Mantione)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: FF Movie....NOT!

   They had stuff floating around about the FF movie for about the last
year. And everything I was seeing was BAAADDDD!!!. The costume for the
Thing was awful, and they spent almost no money for the damned movie and it
showed. Thank god someone got a clue.
   There's also a Captain America movie that was made a few years ago that
you will only see in the occasional video store. I heard that was pretty
bad, as well as another Spider-Man movie that was made about the same time.
Marvel doesn't give a shit about the movies made from their characters. The
only one that has any quality is the Punisher movie and people bitched that
he wasn't wearing a spandex suit with a skull on it. Hopefully James
Cameron will be able to make his Spider-Man movie and X-Men good as well...

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 09:31:42 GMT
From: willocds@sa.rl.ac.uk (Mark Willoughby)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: FF Movie....NOT!

The Captain America movie was recently on TV here, and it was bad. It
started well, but lost any idea of a plot part way through. Bad pacing, bad
continuity.

The costume wasn't too bad, but overall I felt that with just a little more
thought, they could have made a reasonable movie by being a bit more
tounge-in-cheek.

The Punisher was a fine movie, we were almost ejected from the cinema for
laughing all the way through. Some people take their heroes too seriously,
even when they are patently absurd.

Of other bad Marvel movies, never forget Doc Strange, or the Seventies Cap
movie. I've never seen She Hulk, with Brigitte Nielsen, but it went
straight to video and reputedly sucks big time.

I'm still waiting for a decent Marvel movie, DC can do it, although their
movie ties are closer, and their heroes better established in the public
mind.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 17:12:11 GMT
From: xzz0280@rjt.rchland.ibm.com (R. J. Traff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: FF Movie....NOT!

If you've read the latest TV Guide, you know that one FF movie is dead
because Chris Columbus wants do an FF movie.  So there *will* be an FF
movie, just not the one that has already been worked on.

R.J.Traff

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 20:06:46 GMT
From: Tim_E._Kretschmann@nrunner.mil.wi.us
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robocop Uncut

We've all heard how the movie "Robocop" was rated X when it was first
unleashed on the MPAA and that it was a real battle to get an R rating,
right?

My question: does an uncut, director's cut edition exist? Is one in the
works?  Information please!

Timothy E. Kretschmann
Muskego, WI
Tim_E._Kretschmann@nrunner.mil.wi.us

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 23:23:10 GMT
From: sebesgm@wkuvx1.wku.edu (Lemming)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Watchmen movie info?

I realise that it's been cancelled, but does anyone know what the deal was
with the _Watchmen_ movie?  Casting, sets, scripting, reason for
cancellation, anything?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 17:02:59 GMT
From: brian@sdg.dra.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: CYBORG: better than Unforgiven

I saw about the last quarter of Cyborg, starring Mr. Van Damme, last night
and really did not 'get' it.  Due to the obvious lack of dialog, all I
could gather was that Van Damme was chasing some bad guy with weird eyes
because of some personal vendetta.

Could someone send me an in depth synopsis of this movie?  

Thanks ahead of time.

Brian

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 17:05:46 GMT
From: brian@sdg.dra.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: CYBORG: still better than Unforgiven

Also, it seemed that the version I saw had the bad guy's voice being
dubbed.  Why was that?  Did the guy look like a bad ass but really had the
voice of Mike Tyson?

Brian

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 15:29:00 GMT
From: mkogan@drunivac.drew.edu (Wort the Wonderous Wierdo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: CYBORG: better than Unforgiven

   In a nutshell: Van Damme is a human who gets caught up in a plot to have
an android (cyborg?) woman transported from point A where he finds her
running from the bad guys to a medical facility. She has knowledge in her
memory banks on how to prevent radiation poisoning or something. All it is,
is Van Damme protecting this person til the drop-off point. It was one of
Van Damme's dullest movies. Yes there was a lack of dialog.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 12:42:03 GMT
From: d93fbl@csd.uu.se (Fredrik Blom)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Foundation 

Have anyone got any info about Asimov's Foundation that is supposedly
being filmed right now (or in near future)?

Comments?

Fredrik Blom
d93fbl@csd.uu.se

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 20:11:19 GMT
From: jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu (Technoknight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Issac Asimov's _Foundation_ a movie?

Asimov's Foundation a movie?  I thought that the book was excellent for the
science fiction, but made into a movie?  It's a little dry, compared to
_T2_ and _Star Wars_ or _Star Trek_.  Asimov's writing was unique, IMHO, in
that most of the plots were lenghty, wait-until-the-end mystery types.

A better book of his to turn into a movie IMHO would be one of his Robot
books, or The End of Enternity, if it was made like _Miliennum_.

Jeremy H. Pace
NC State, Raleigh
jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 12:42:03 GMT
From: d93fbl@csd.uu.se (Fredrik Blom)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Three stigmatas of...

I read that Philip K. Dick's Three stigmatas of Palmer Eldritch (sp? I've
mainly heard the Swedish title ) is being made by Coppola...

Comments?

Fredrik Blom
d93fbl@csd.uu.se

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 04:45:33 GMT
From: elder@enuxsa.eas.asu.edu (Greg Elder)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Bakshi's Lord of the Rings

I watched Ralph Bakshi's adaptation of The Lord of the Rings last night.
Does he have any plans to eventually make another movie to complete his
adaptation of the trilogy?

Greg Elder

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 19:55:23 GMT
From: loh@fraser.sfu.ca (Keith Meng-Wei Loh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bakshi's Lord of the Rings

elder@enuxsa.eas.asu.edu (Greg Elder) writes:
>I watched Ralph Bakshi's adaptation of The Lord of the Rings last night.
>Does he have any plans to eventually make another movie to complete his
>adaptation of the trilogy?

No. Why? Because it has been completed by Rankin & Bass, the company that
made the Hobbit film for TV. In their production they pick up where Bakshi
left off and do a creditable job of it. I never much liked the rotoscoping
that Bakshi did with so much of the _Lord of the Rings_. To me it's pretty
cheap. You may want to check out a post _LotR_ Bakshi film which he
produced with the fantasy cover artist Frank Frazetta called _Fire & Ice_.
That's almost all rotoscoping too but with Frazetta's characteristic
stylings. I liked the production but the story is a bit thin.

Keith Loh
loh@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 17:52:48 GMT
From: pkwu@morgan.com (Peter Wu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Aliens 4 being planned!

From a flyer at my local Blockbuster:

"Alien fans, you'll be glad to know that an Alien 4 is in the works.  No
plot yet, but a few ideas are being tossed around the studio.  Will the
creatures descend on Earth or will the story take place on the planet from
which the creatures originate?  No stars have been attached, but they are
trying to coax Signourney Weaver into reprising the Ripley role - a tricky
feat since the character was killed in Alien 3.  But hey, it's the movies,
so anything is possible."

Also in the flyer .. Michael Douglas is the first choice for the lead
character in Michael Crichton's book2movie Disclosure.

Emma Thompson, Arnold Schwarzenegger and Danny Devito will star in the
comedy Junior with Arnold as a scientist who gets pregnant.

Die Hard III - not really a sf movie but - "Bruce Willis teams with a black
urban activist to stop a mad bomber in Manhattan."  I thought it was
suppose to do something with Disneyland and Magic Mountain?

Peter Wu
Morgan Stanley & Co.        
Information Technology
Risk Management
pkwu@morgan.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 23:11:45 GMT
From: rhhrst@emx.cc.utexas.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kronos

A while back someone posted an inquiry about Kronos...  He remembered a
character looking up and seeing the machine on the beach.  I went back and
looked at my copy of the movie: this scene is 38 minutes into the film.
Interesting what memories impress us - the beach scene is the first
appearance of the thing, of course.
 
   Jeff Morrow is a scientist at a lab.  He has a partner (John Emery?), a
girlfriend, (Barbara Lawrence) and the other main costar is the head of the
lab.  Scientist is tracking a stellar object when it makes some weird
changes in orbit.
   MEANWHILE, an Ordinary Joe drives along a desert highway at night,
grooving to the radio.  His mind, such as it is, gets possessed by a blast
of eneregy thingies from a small glowing sphere - reminiscent of the
diminutive remote saucer-probe thing in E. v. Flying Saucers, now that I
think of it...  Exhibiting the usual symptomatic blank expression, he now
drives to the lab, knocks out the guard, goes to the office of the head of
the lab, and then this glowing energy junk jumps from Joe's brain to the
other's.
   The aliens thus invade the mind of someone who can give them
information.
   Scientist determines stellar object is coming straight for Earth, and
naturally the army tries to shoot it down with 4 or 5 nuclear warheads.
Naturally, nothing happens.
   Cool.  Stellar object proceeds Earth-ward and crashes into ocean off
coast of Mexico, which leads to the scene the other poster remembered.  The
Scientist, assistant, girlfriend and a mexican national camp out in a beach
house, aparrently to wait to see what happens.  In the morning, there's a
really big Energy Accumulator outside, and no one knows how to turn it off.
   Plot business: Earthlings know how to turn matter into energy, but ha!
these aliens know how to turn energy into MATTER.  They have run out of
energy so they're scavenging.. Head of lab telepathically tells aliens
where Kronos needs to go to suck up the best energy - atomic bomb
manufacturing plants, places like that..
   By the way, the immensely cubical Kronos has a curious locomotive
process which involves four pillars emerging from under the four corners of
its body, and they rise and fall like pistons.  In the middle is some kind
of a pillar of energy, presumably a sort of thrust keeping the thing
levitated somewhat.  By the way, this appears elsewhere in the movie as a
solid column rather than merely the form the thrust takes.  Curious...
   Scientist figures out how to shower Kronos with some kind of "isotope"
or other, which causes the basic energy-to-matter process to short-circuit
so that it converts itself back into energy, which naturally results in yet
another atomic explosion and Jeff Morrow finally getting married to the
girlfriend.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 15:08:56 GMT
From: woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Crow, Just Saw It! No Spoilers

I saw "The Crow" Saturday night and I must say it was a hell of a good
movie. It was a fantastic blend of supernatural with crime drama. The love
story aspects only helped the otherwise strong story. I do not wish to give
out any spoilers unless asked, so I will just say check this one out when
it is released to the general public.

One thing, knowing that Brandon Lee died during the filming just made the
movie that much "spookier" for me but other than that it was not too
distracting. Again, this one is a winner, go see it when you can!

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 19:32:09 GMT
From: greenlee@primate.wisc.edu (Diane Greenlee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: STARGATE

   Has anyone heard anything about the upcoming SF movie _Stargate_
starring Kurt Russell and Jaye Davidson (of _The Crying Game_).  The only
thing I've heard is that a great deal of money has been spent on the
special effects and it has something to do with a parallel universe.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 22:10:31 GMT
From: loh@fraser.sfu.ca (Keith Meng-Wei Loh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STARGATE

greenlee@primate.wisc.EDU (Diane Greenlee) writes:

>Has anyone heard anything about the upcoming SF movie _Stargate_ starring
>Kurt Russell and Jaye Davidson (of _The Crying Game_).  The only

Hmmmm, so is there a role open for transexuals, men playing women, or
simply aliens?

>thing I've heard is that a great deal of money has been spent on the
>special effects and it has something to do with a parallel universe.

Oh goody! I have a special place in my heart for even bad films with big FX
budgets and something to do with a parallel universe.

Keith Loh
loh@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 15:49:47 GMT
From: caronm@aspen.uml.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THE LAWNMOWER MAN---Sequel???

Hey guys and gals,
   Here is a question for you.  Is there going to be a sequel to the movie
"The Lawnmower Man?"  I don't know what the movie will be like.  

Marc Caron

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 18:13:27 GMT
From: uj886@freenet.victoria.bc.ca (Marcus D. Joseph)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE LAWNMOWER MAN---Sequel???

   Yes, there is supposed to be a sequel. I don't have have any plot
details, but between mid-summer and late-fall of last year many sci-fi and
gaming mags were advertising a sweepstakes to promote the movie. Prizes
included a stand up VR game and a cybersuit.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 04:28:39 GMT
From: ajnuttal@teaching.cs.adelaide.edu.au (Tony Nuttall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Wanted: List of Hammer Dracula films

Having seen a recent show on the telly on Dracula in cinema, I decided
(since I now have a VCR ) to have a look at all the Hammer vampire movies.

Can anyone give me a list of what's available and which ones are worth
watching?

Thanks in advance.

Anthony Nuttall
ajnuttal@teaching.cs.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

      Films - The Thing (6 msgs) & Neglected SF Films (4 msgs) & Dune

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 19:34:22 GMT
From: nelson@desktop.nsc.com (Taed Nelson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Original version of _The Thing_ (1982)?

I'm trying to remember the name of a movie from the late '50s.  It is the
original version of John Carpenter's _The Thing_ (1982).  I am pretty sure
that it is not _The Thing_ (1957), and had a name like _It Came From Outer
Space_ (although that is a completely different movie).  It is possible
that they were ALL based on "Who Goes There?" by Campbell.  It is also
possible that I am remembering a movie that never existed.

The plot of _The Thing_ (1957) is:
   Spaceship crashes in the Artic.  Man-like vegetable creature is frozen
in ice, and eventually gets loose.  Has a fight with the pack dogs, and
they discover that it eats blood.  They eventually try to burn it, torching
a good part of the habitat in the process.  They finally kill it with
electricity.  I like the last line: "To everyone who can hear my voice -
Watch the skies!  Keep looking!  Watch the skies!"

The plots of the movie that I'm looking for, _The Thing_ (1982), and also a
recent episode of _The X-Files_ is:
   Spaceship crashes in the Antartic.  Man-like vegetable creature is
frozen in ice, and eventually gets loose.  Has a fight with the pack dogs,
and they discover that it eats blood.  They eventually try to burn it,
torching a good part of the habitat in the process.
   They kill it or something, but then discover one of the pack dogs is
acting weird.  They test the dog's blood and find that it moves away from
an electric current, whereas normal blood just burns.  The person bitten by
the dog is then infected, and starts killing people.  Eventually, an
unknown number of people are infected, and they test everyone's blood.  In
the 1982 version, the main character ends up killing everyone and burning
the habitat.  Not knowing if he himself is infected, he goes out in the
snow and dies of exposure.

I watched the 1957 _The Thing_ (Colorized - they did a decent job of it)
over the weekend, thinking it was this movie that I was looking for, but
quickly realized that it wasn't.

Am I insane?!?!?!  Help me!

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 02:17:18 GMT
From: frank@fnbc.com (Frank Mitchell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Original version of _The Thing_ (1982)?

The 1957 version IMHO is pretty lame, but it is the "original" Thing, with
the plot you describe.  Unless Ted Turner has slashed it as well as
crayoned it...

Frank Mitchell
frank@fnbc.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 06:53:56 GMT
From: loh@fraser.sfu.ca (Keith Meng-Wei Loh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Original version of _The Thing_ (1982)?

It's been a long time since I read the John W. Campbell novella but as I
recall _The Thing_ (1952) covers the first half of the story but inserts a
climax early while thhe Kurt Russell version takes the last half and
ignores the first half of the novella. That's what my memory tells me.

Keith Loh
loh@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 10:57:15 GMT
From: ajl@ecs.soton.ac.uk (Andy Lewis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Original version of _The Thing_ (1982)?

There were two Things, both inspired by the same short story - the first
was "The Thing from Outer Space"? or something, and it ignored the main
plot device from the story.

The second took that plot device (the infectious nature of the alien), and
made horrifying use of it. Directed by John Carpenter, and IMHO it's his
best film. Starring Kurt Russel.

I can't remember the exact date (slightly post-Alien, methinks), but the FX
were quite stunning. One of the best horror films of all time. (IMHO)

Andy Lewis
Department of Electronics and Computer Science     
University of Southampton
ajl@ecs.soton.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 11:09:00 GMT
From: ajl@ecs.soton.ac.uk (Andy Lewis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Thing (Spoilers)

[BIG SPOILERS]

The plot actually runs slightly differently - research station in the
Antarctic, yes (well, near one pole or other.) A dog is chased there from a
neighbouring station, pursued by a couple of crazed Swedes in a chopper -
the dog survives, but the Swedes die (largely through incompetance in
handling weapons, I think.

The dog is penned up with the other animals, and they investigate the
Swedish station, which turns out to be a slaughterhouse. Everyone dead,
burnt out buildings, the works.

At their own station, the dog undergoes a horrifying transformation into a
monster, and starts to absorb the other dogs - the men manage to kill it
with flamethrowers. The chief medic figures out that the creature can
infect other living organisms, decides that some of the men may be
infected, and destroys all means of escape and communication with the
outside world (classic monster movie isolation plot device)

There then follows a masterpiece of tension and horror as the men are
transformed one by one into various guises of nasty beastie (or just plain
killed, if they're lucky) until only two are left alive (probably to die on
the icecap.) Except, of course, we have very strong reasons for suspecting
that one of them is infected, but we never know.

Andy Lewis
Department of Electronics and Computer Science     
University of Southampton
ajl@ecs.soton.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 2 Mar 94 18:50:49 GMT
From: nelson@desktop.nsc.com (Taed Nelson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Original version of _The Thing_ (1982)?

It turns out that there are three versions of the movie, all of which were
based on "Who Goes There?" by J.W. Campbell:

   The Thing from Another World (1951)
   The Thing (1957)
   The Thing (1982)

Although it's been a few years since I've seen the first, I think I prefer
that version the most.

I believe that the other writer of the first version is the same Charles
Lederer who wrote _His Girl Friday_ and _Gentlemen Prefer Blondes_.

The detailed information from the MOVIE DATABASE v2.7, available from
   refuge.colorado.edu:pub/tv+movies/lists/tools/movie2.7.tar.Z

Title:
        00.0123100      77   6.4  Thing from Another World, The (1951)
Aka Titles:
  Thing, The (1951)
Director:
  Christian Nyby
Writers:
  J.W. Campbell (story)
  Charles Lederer

Title:
        .000013200     129   6.8  Thing, The (1982)
Director:
  John Carpenter
Writers:
  J.W. Campbell (story)
  Bill Lancaster
Cast:
  Wilford Brimley..................Blair
  T.K. Carter......................Nauls
  David Clennon....................Palmer
  Keith David......................Childs
  Richard Dysart...................Doctor Cooper
  Richard Masur....................Clark
  Kurt Russell.....................MacReady

------------------------------

Date: 24 Feb 94 22:17:25 GMT
From: obrien@aero.org (Mike O'Brien)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Quatermass and the Pit

Mark Leeper's excellent review of odd and/or obscure SF movies says:
>QUATERMASS AND THE PIT (a.k.a. FIVE MILLION YEARS TO EARTH) (1968) This
>film is finally getting a cult following and some recognition.  It is much
>better known in Britain.  The model of what a science thriller should be,
>it unfolds like a science fiction detective story uncovering a discovery
>that has greater and greater implications about the nature of mankind.
>This is one of the great idea films of science fiction cinema.

   I have to agree with this wholeheartedly.  Originally this story was
done on British TV as a six-hour miniseries, which Sinister Cinema has made
available on videotape.  However, the movie version is still not available
in any format, as far as I can tell.  This is a complete shame, since to my
mind this is one of the best SF stories ever put on celluloid.  Consider
just one aspect: mostly, million-year-old spaceships buried on Earth just
sit there.  Not this one.  It's been acting up for centuries, and the movie
takes the time to show this.  So exacting is the research on this film that
when the fellow down in the archive room is reading the Latin work from the
twelfth century, he flips the page in mid-sentence just for a moment,
demonstrating the different word order.  The whole film is full of such
nice touches.

   I'm not particularly a collector; I just nab stuff I like, and that only
occasionally.  If anyone knows where to buy a legit copy of this film, I'd
like to hear about it.  If anyone knows anyone at Criterion, get 'em do do
a Criterion Edition of this film!  Boy howdy would it be worth it.

Mike O'Brien

------------------------------

Date: 25 Feb 94 01:24:45 GMT
From: ingria@bbn.com (Bob Ingria)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neglected Fantasy and Science Fiction Films

leeper@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (Mark R. Leeper) writes:

>NIGHT OF THE DEMON (a.k.a. CURSE OF THE DEMON) (1957)
>This film has gotten some attention because of an allusion in a song in
>the ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW but it is rarely seen.  That is a pity
>because it is quite a nice little supernatural thriller.  It suffers a
>little from showing the audience too much too soon, but it still is
>suspenseful and well-written.

Isn't this the film that is based on M. R. James' "Casting the Runes"?
I've heard that the original version of the film included no footage of the
demon but that the American distributors insisted on actually seeing it.  I
don't know if the original version is available.

>QUATERMASS AND THE PIT (a.k.a. FIVE MILLION YEARS TO EARTH) (1968) This
>film is finally getting a cult following and some recognition.  It is much
>better known in Britain.  The model of what a science thriller should be,
>it unfolds like a science fiction detective story uncovering a discovery
>that has greater and greater implications about the nature of mankind.
>This is one of the great idea films of science fiction cinema.

Well, of course, QUATERMASS AND THE PIT is the original UK TV (B&W) serial
version, while FIVE MILLION YEARS TO EARTH is the later, (color) film
version.  It's interesting to compare the two: some shots are matched
almost exactly.  There are also some differences that reflect the social
changes between the time when the original was made and when the film
version was made: the general view on government funding of scientific
research is somewhat bleaker in the film; also, whereas Professor
Quatermass translates a crucial Latin passage from a book in the
Westminster (?) archives in the serial, in the film, he lets the curator do
it.  O tempora, o mores!  In any event, both are worth seeing.

>			      WHO? (1974)
>This fairly accurate adaptation of Algis Budrys' novel had film stock
>problems (!) and could not be released to theaters.  That is a genuine
>pity.  Cold War story of its near future has a scientist important to
>military defense in a bad accident.  The East Germans get ahold of him and
>return him to the West more prosthetic than living matter.  Now the
>problem is, how do you prove that he is who he says he is?

Is this available on video?  Or is this something I need to petition my
local film archives to show?

Many thanks for your suggestions.  I particularly appreciate the
information about WHO?, since I liked the novel very much, but it was all
interesting.

Bob Ingria

------------------------------

Date: 26 Feb 94 18:39:10 GMT
From: leeper@mtgzfs3.att.com (131P4[jdp]-m.r.leeper(MT4084)1291MT)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neglected Fantasy and Science Fiction Films

ingria@BBN.COM writes:
>leeper@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (Mark R. Leeper) writes:
>
>	 NIGHT OF THE DEMON (a.k.a. CURSE OF THE DEMON) (1957)
>
>Isn't this the film that is based on M. R. James' "Casting the Runes"?

Nominally, anyway.

>I've heard that the original version of the film included no footage of
>the demon but that the American distributors insisted on actually seeing
>it.  I don't know if the original version is available.

Actually no, director Jacques Tournier lost the fight to limit the use of
the demon to something subliminal.  (I think there was an interview in
Cinefantastique.  I did read the interview someplace.)  Tournier never
wanted to not show the demon at all, but he wanted to limit it to just a
flash so you had to see the film two or three times before you were sure if
you really saw it or not.  The original had everything the later American
version had plus a few scenes that were cut for the American release.
There was something of a stir in some of the magazines when Goodtimes Video
released what they claimed was CURSE OF THE DEMON, in a lurid pink box with
a big green demon.  The film itself had the title CURSE OF THE DEMON, but
it had restored all the scenes of the original NIGHT OF THE DEMON.  (If
your version has scenes that take place in a farmhouse, you have something
that was unavailable in this country for a long, long time.)

>>QUATERMASS AND THE PIT (a.k.a. FIVE MILLION YEARS TO EARTH) (1968) This
>>film is finally getting a cult following and some recognition.  It is
>>much better known in Britain.  The model of what a science thriller
>>should be, it unfolds like a science fiction detective story uncovering a
>>discovery that has greater and greater implications about the nature of
>>mankind.  This is one of the great idea films of science fiction cinema.
>
>Well, of course, QUATERMASS AND THE PIT is the original UK TV (B&W) serial
>version, while FIVE MILLION YEARS TO EARTH is the later, (color) film
>version.

Not quite.  QUATERMASS AND THE PIT is the name of both the serial and the
movie.  But as with each of the first three QUATERMASS films, it was
retitled for the 20th Century Fox American release.  I saw the film in
Britain when it ran on the BBC and I can verify it did have the original
QUATERMASS title.

>It's interesting to compare the two: some shots are matched almost
>exactly.  There are also some differences that reflect the social changes
>between the time when the original was made and when the film version was
>made: the general view on government funding of scientific research is
>somewhat bleaker in the film; also, whereas Professor Quatermass
>translates a crucial Latin passage from a book in the Westminster (?)
>archives in the serial, in the film, he lets the curator do it.  O
>tempora, o mores!  In any event, both are worth seeing.

Some of the differences are also because the original serial was broadcast
live.  And yes, both were very worth seeing.

>			      WHO? (1974)
>
>Is this available on video?  Or is this something I need to petition my
>local film archives to show?

Yes, it is on video.  I think I have seen it at some point boxed, but
certainly Leonard Maltin lists that it is on video.  A good video store
might be able to tell you where to order it.  It stars Elliot Gould and
Trevor Howard as the two opposing intelligence men and Joseph Bova as Dr.
Lucas Martino.  The director is Jack Gold.  You will notice a few changes
from the book.  Martino is caught in a car crash, which makes a bit more
sense than the lab explosion right on the border.

Oh, and I am glad you liked the article.

Mark Leeper
...att!mtgzfs3!leeper

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 13:25:35 GMT
From: jackson@giotto.jsc.nasa.gov (al jackson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neglected Fantasy and Science Fiction Films

One thing about QUATERMASS AND THE PIT... every bonehead who ever wrote a
silly science fiction screenplay ought to be sat down and forced to read
the manuscript for this film. It's an excellent example of how science
fiction can be *both* intelligent and exciting at the same time.

The problem I ever had with the film story is when we finnally get around
to the Martian over-mind getting loose and stirring up all those 'racial-
memory' psi powers in the subset of martian/human-melds ... the action all
seems over too fast. I thought this whole sequence of the film would have
been a nice place for further elaboration. One could have punched up the
action such as having the 'pure'-humans finding ways to fight back against
their 'possessed' sisters and brothers.

Al

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 22:39:58 GMT
From: tmservo@abc.ksu.ksu.edu (Tom Servo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DUNE... New films?

Are there any plans to make any of the other DUNE books, i.e. Dune Messaih,
Children of Dune, God Emperor of Dune, Heretics of Dune or ChapterHouse
Dune into movies?  I thought the Sci Fi channel mentioned during their Dune
weekend that FOX was considering TV miniseries.. or maybe I was just
hallucinating...

tmservo@ksuvm.ksu.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 16 Feb 94 14:25:09 GMT
From: rbcleary@rbcleary.b17a.ingr.com (Randy B. Cleary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: CHATTACON 19 REVIEW

Due to the overwhelming positive response (1), I am posting my very
informal review of CHATTACON 19.  All opinions are mine and the review in a
conversational tone.

"A Review of Chattacon 19" by Randy B. Cleary

Chattacon 19 was held January 14-16, 1994 at The Read House in Chattanooga,
Tennessee.  The guests of honor were Terry Pratchett and Dean Ing.  The
Artist Guest of Honor was Darrell K. Sweet.  The special guest was S.N.
Lewitt.  The Mistress of Toast was Wendy Webb.  The regional Artist Guest
of Honor was Timothy Wilson.  The fan guest of honor was selected at the
opening ceremonies at random from the pool of pre-registered members.  Her
name was Jennifer Pieve.  I thought this was a cool idea.  Several other
writers and artists of note also attended in official and unofficial
status.  A personal estimate of about 1200 people attended this year during
a rather bitter cold weekend of single digit temperatures.  This was my
first time at Chattacon and will not be my last as I am pre-registered for
next year.

GAMING

The con provided a game room with a variety of tournament gaming
activities.  Of course there was also the usual infestation of people
roving the hallways engaging in live role-ploying activities.  There was
also a computer game room where people could play the latest in computer
games.  Since I don't usually game at cons I can't say much but people
seemed to be having fun and I didn't overhear any complaints.

DEALERS' ROOM

The dealers room was packed with a fair selection of the usual dealers.  I
picked up some photograph references for future artwork I hope to do but
otherwise failed to find anything of interest.  Most things I want or
either too rare, too expensive, or both.  Aside from being cramped (as it
is at most cons) it seem like a fair dealers' room.  One nice point was
that the program book indicated the layout of the dealer room via a map
broken into type of merchandise and dealer name.

VIDEO ROOM

They had one but I never dropped by as I was having too much fun doing
other things.  They showed a broad spectrum of things from animation, old
films and more recent movies of fantasy/science-fiction nature.

CONSUITE

The consuite was the biggest function space of the convention and always
seemed to be busy.  Lots of Little Debbie products were available.  Beer
was also available to those of legal age.  Unfortunately while there were
non-smoking tables, there was no real respite from the omnipresent smoke.
I did enjoy the active party like atmosphere though.

ART SHOW

The art show was excellent.  I did quite well, with eight out my ten
displayed pieces being sold with three going to auction.  The con had an
artist's reception which was also open to the public which I enjoyed.
During the auction, I actually sat next to one guy who bid on some of my
pieces (he did not know I was the artist).  It took two bids in the art
show for a piece to go to auction and sixty-nine pieces still went to
auction.  The auction was well attended and some heavy bidding took place.
The print shop was in a smaller room separate from the art show.  I sold
nine prints also.  Selling wise, it was the best art show and print shop I
have had the pleasure to be in.  I discovered later that the print shop
forgot to charge their 10% commission on my prints so I mailed them a check
after the con.  Other than that I had no complaints.  Compliments to Ann
Robards for a job well done.

PROGRAMMING

Chattacon 19 had four simultaneous tracks of programming, divided among
writers, artists, space, SCA, and sundry bits.  While it appeared at first
glance at the schedule that there was always at least three things going
on, in reality, some of the programming did not last the four to six hours
of the blocked out time it was set in.  Some programming I attended was an
artist panel on "Fantastic Creatures" where the discussion was on how
artists design and render the many strange beasties in speculative fiction.
One main point was that there was nothing really new under the sun and
"realistic" beasties were derived from actual real life ones either through
exageration or composite.  I also attended a panel on "Exploring The
Creative Process" which was actually broken into three separate sessions
over the weekend.  The main point was using random factors either
deliberately or accidentally introduced in the artwork to drive creativity
or to achieve unique effects.  A panel on "Art and Print Publishing"
involved a heated discussion between Carl and Michele Lundgren, Ed Kramer
and David Mogul over selling prints and offering new artists (other than
Michael Whelan) opportunities.  I attended Darrel K. Sweet's slide show
presentation and enjoyed learning of his techniques and stories behind
certain book covers.  I attended David Deitrick's slide show where he
described the trials of getting a Masters of Fine Arts degree (which he
just had done) and dealing with the snobbery over his preferred type of
artwork (Fantasy/Science Fiction).  I also attended Tim Wilson's slide show
where we were treated to some of his original music compositions inspired
by his artwork and visa versa.  The guest of honor speeches where
interesting.  I enjoyed Terry Prachett's the best which discussed the
principle of seeing things in a new way or really for the first time.
Basically life is more magical than we tend to "see" it and we tend to take
things for granted until we are forced to view it anew through someone
else's eyes or in some new situation.  One "speech" consisted of a rather
long belly dance with a sword balanced upon the head which kept my
attention at least when the sword was within cutting distance.  Wendy Webb
showed a clip from her acting career, a bit part on one of those TV murder
mystery shows.

MASQUERADE

The masquerade was quite entertaining with several well executed skits and
no bad or really boring constumes/skits at all.  Most memorable (for me)
was the fantasy writer skit where the actors acted out the writer's script
as he wrote it and made revisions.  It ended up with the actors taking
control of the script and forcing the writer to do what they said.  It was
pretty funny.  Most poetic and well constumed was the "Nightmare Before
Christmas" song reenactment between Sally and Jack the Pumpkin King.  I
also enjoyed the Filkers who performed while the judges where conferring
over the awards.

GUESTS

Of the guests, I was only fortunate enough to interact with a few.  Since I
am an amatur artist, Darrell K. Sweet, was the guest I paid most attention
to over the weekend.  He was soft spoken and very kindly.  I had a nice
discussion of the merits of exploring the great American SouthWest with him
at Ken Moore's room party.  Terry Pratchett gave a very interesting talk
and seem to enjoy himself.  He could be overheard having detailed computer
discussions with various fans.  I have not read any of his works not being
a big fantasy reader.  Unfortunately I did not see much of Dean Ing either
over the weekend and would be hard press to say if I saw him at all.  I
also enjoyed seeing James P. Hogan socializing at the convention.

KARAOKE/DANCE

The dance each night started off as KARAOKE and seemed very popular.  I
enjoyed seeing some people I know get up there and sing.  The dance was
well attended at all times (at least until 4:30 a.m.).  Although the music
did vary in quality over the evening.  My friends and I had a lot of fun
just goofing off on and to the music we really hated.

ROOM PARTIES

Whew!  I attended every one I could find and sampled everything they
offered.  (Well, almost everything.  The ConCat party had free condoms.)  I
now have had sludge, swill, dragon punch, and other various CONcoctions.
Khen's Kubla Swill-n-Moore Party seemed to have the most notables dropping
by with a lot of drink and run attendies.  DragonCon/NASFIC had a lot of
goodies and really wicked punch that changed colors as the evening
progressed.  It was on the top floor and people seem to hang out and
socialize more at this party.  The Baltimore WorldCon '98 party was more
sedate and laid back.  (I am now a pre-supporting pre-registered member.
It must have been the Captain Morgan rum.)  The Under CONstruction party
was on the same floor as the dance and competed as a dance party.  The
ConCat party was well attended with lots of good things to munch and some
delicious hot cinder.  Various other parties were simplier affairs.

THE GREAT FIRE

On Saturday night, some idiots set fire in a third floor hallway to a
poster some one had put on their hotel door.  This set off the fire alarms
but did not seem to do any damage except to the one door.  It was rumored
that the culpits were caught.  I hope they were and legal action was taken
against them.  Such behavior cannot be excused or tolerated.

THE GREAT FLOOD

On Sunday around noon, some water pipes on the third floor burst due to the
extreme cold.  The water streamed down to the second floor in front of the
dealers' room and eventually made it to the Art Show on the first floor
where there was a quick relocation of artwork (including Darrell K.
Sweet's).  It was eventually brought under control and was not the total
disaster that it could have been.

SUMMARY

I liked it!  Although, it was a fairly smoke filled weekend (in addition to
the fire).  Hopefully next year, The Read House will be more smoke
restrictive.  The Sunday buffet at The Read House was quite excellent and
well worth the $16 price tag.  It is a fun con, varied and creative
programming, well run and stocked con-suite, excellent art market, and a
festive friendly atmosphere.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Feb 94 14:28:32 GMT
From: rbcleary@rbcleary.b17a.ingr.com (Randy B. Cleary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: CONTINUITY 7 REVIEW

Here is yet another convention review by me.  All opinions are mine and the
review is of a informal conversational tone.  I am not a professional (or
even amatur) writer.  :)

"A Review of Continuity 1994" by Randy B. Cleary

Continuity 1994 was held February 4-6, 1994 at the Unversity Inn in
Birmingham, Alabama.  The guest of honor was Michael Bishop.  The Artist
Guest of Honor was L.A. Williams.  The Toastmaster was Gerald W. Page.
Other guests included Ruth Thompson, June Drexler Robertson, Shawn Ryan,
Frank Turner, and Lee Cummings.  A personal estimate of about 300 people
attended this year during a fairly wet but unseasonably warm weekend.  This
convention is produced by The Greater Birmingham Science Fiction and
Fantasy Society, Inc.

GUESTS

As always it was a pleasure to talk with Ruth Thompson who is very nice and
outgoing.  L.A. Williams was quite the cut up and was very nice to talk to
also.  Both of these fine artists encouraged me in my own artistic efforts.
Gerald Page was his witty self during the masquerade.  Michael Bishop
seemed nice during his reading.  Frank Turner was quiet but very nice when
you actually talked to him.  I did not get to see much of the other quests.

GAMING

Continuity has a big gaming component.  Unfortunately, the $1,000 cash
prize tournament was not well publicized and the turnout for it was less
than desired according to Steve Kiser.  Vampire roleplayers traveled the
breezeways at all hours during the convention.

DEALERS ROOM

The dealers room was small and I was a bit disappointed about the lack of
comic dealers.  The White Wolf people made a good showing with lots of
freebies - magazines, posters, and plastic vampire teeth.

VIDEO ROOM

The video room was hosted by the local British SF/Media club and ran such
fare as Dr. Who, Blakes 7, Black Adder, Monty Pyton, and the like.  On
late Saturday night (really Sunday morning), it was open request and Ruth
Thompson and some other artists insisted on Black Adder.  We had a good
time watching and laughing to unwind after a long art auction and short
masquerade.

CONSUITE

The consuite was excellent with separate rooms for smokers and non-
smokers.  It was always well stocked and had several goodies at various
times.  The North Alabama Science Fiction Association donated some room
party left overs (which would have gone bad otherwise) to the consuite.

ART SHOW

The art show was pretty good for such a small convention.  One thing that I
really liked was that they had tables for any artists to sit behind during
the convention to draw on or whatever.  This was the only time and place
that I got to see the comic book artist Frank Turner.  They had no print
shop which was a minor disappointment.  However, only one bid on a piece
made the piece go to auction.  So, 135 pieces went to auction which was
fairly well attended.  Thus five of my pieces went to auction and one was
bought outright.  The auction lasted about two and a half hours.  I helped
out as a runner and since the lighting (even with improvised lights stolen
from the artshow) was poor, many people kept the runners busy to get a
close up of the piece.  I bid on several things but was always outbid.
Some fervor erupted when I started bidding on a piece I was the runner for
as they seem to think this was a conflict of interest.  Being naive, the
thought to take advantage of my position somehow did not occur to me.  But
I quickly sat down and gave the piece to another runner while I bid on it.
I still did not get it.

PROGRAMMING

Programming was barely one track and was a major disappointment.  I would
have really liked to see more use of the guests in panels.  There were no
active artists panels at all.  I was a bit irked to see in the program book
a panel of "Meet the Guests" which was only for staff, dealers, and media.
There was no similar panel for the public.  I thought it was a bit crass to
publicize an exclusionary event.  I understand the desire and need for such
an event but such events should be by invitation (by voice or written).  I
did attend the Michael Bishop Reading and enjoyed hearing about his latest
work involving a famous classic monster set during World War II America.
One unique thing that I really appreciated was the Heritage Pipes and Drums
Wandering Bagpipers which played at various locations at various times
during the convention.  I participated in the Meet the Artists Panel where
basically some of the artists in the art show sat behind tables provided
for them while people could come up and talk to them.  I took the
opportunity to talk to the artist guests and was asked for my autograph by
a total stranger even after I explained that I was a nobody.  I also
attended the advanced costuming seminar by Kristin Ladnier who is really
into costuming and who I have seen at a lot of cons.  It was interesting to
learn of some of the techniques and level of effort involved in some
costumes.

MASQUERADE

They were really desperate for judges and asked me during the Meet the
Artists panel to help out.  I said sure.  As it turn out the judges almost
outnumbered the contestants (5 to 6).  So the masquerade was short and
sweet with some singing and a really good Starro (Justice League of America
Comic Book Villian) costume.  Everyone won a $25 Books-A-Million gift
certificate for their prize.

ROOM PARTIES

The North Alabama Science Fiction Association put on a room party to
promote Constellation '94.  It was the best stocked and best decorated and
simply the best one in my opinion.  Though I may be biased as it was in my
room and I gave some help (just a little) to NASFA President Nancy Adams
who should be commended for such a fine effort.  Thanks go also to Sam
Smith who helped out.  The DragonCon people also were at the con and held a
room party right next door to us which seemed nice also.  The new
convention in Birmingham, Transdimensional Con, also held a room party the
next night which seemed boisterous but that may have been to its first
floor by the pool/courtyard location more than anything.

SUMMARY

Since University Inn is a non-smoking facility and rooms are accessed by
breezeways, smoke was not much of an annoyance.  Extended check out times
for con goers had already been arranged with the hotel, which was nice.
This con has some very good points such as dedication to prizes for events,
art show effort, and gaming but is somewhat lacking in actual onsite
organization and programming.  For instance, closing ceremonies were pretty
much cancelled as some of the guests had already checked out of the hotel
and left.  Of course, the very relaxed nature of this con is what appeals
to some people.  I liked it and had a good if not too exciting time.  I am
already registered for next year.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

			Miscellaneous - Ansible 80

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 00:44:38 GMT
From: ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk (David Langford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ansible 80

ANSIBLE 80
MARCH 1994

>From DAVE LANGFORD, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU. Fax 0734
669914. ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk. _Ansible_ is or
is not available.

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS. Does your small-press magazine review horror books or
movies? Just watch it. _Paul Barnett_ explains: `In mid-February John
Gullidge, editor of _Samhain_, was stitched up in the _Western Morning
News_ and _Exeter Express & Echo_ in the wake of the seizure elsewhere in
the country of whole stacks of video nasties; according to these papers,
_Samhain_ was little more than a trading ground for such stuff and the
police were about to swoop. The _E&E_ also made a jolly link-by-proximity
(as a tag-on piece) between John's activities and the Jamie Bulger memorial
service, with a good plug about how the judge had said it was all caused by
_Child's Play 3_ - but nothing, of course, about the police refutation of
that claim. [] In fact _Samhain_ rarely even mentions video nasties (as
opposed to legit horror movies) except in passing, and enjoys excellent
relations with the trading standards people, who feel that John's conduct
of the magazine is - so far as their interests are concerned - exemplary.
The _E&E_ knew this but didn't bother to mention it; the _WMN_ did not know
it because they'd omitted to do any in-depth research such as ringing John
up (a failing which they pathetically described as "no one was available
for comment").  With the true instinct for integrity in journalism, neither
paper deigned to print a letter from him correcting these and other errors
of fact; and John doesn't feel he can either sue or go to the Press
Complaints Commission because some of his other activities rely on
reasonable relations with these formerly sycophantic slime-buckets. [] The
net result is that as far as the local population is concerned, there is a
Monster in our Midst. John is getting ill treatment in the streets to the
extent that he goes out as little as possible; several parents have
withdrawn their kids from the Woodcraft Folk group of which he is play-
leader, and he's been summoned to an extraordinary meeting to be confronted
by them; etc. The whole thing makes me see red. Grrr!'
   _The above was faxed to both papers for comment. None as yet._

### MONSTERS IN ORBIT ###

CECELIA HOLLAND has finally read William James's SUNFALL trilogy, noted
here last year as bearing a Curious Resemblance to her 1969 historical
novel _Until the Sun Falls_. Ms Holland seems to agree, in an incandescent
letter which we may publish after she's taken legal advice.  Latest rumour:
devotees of her mediaeval novels _The Earl_ (in UK, _A Hammer for Princes_)
and _Great Maria_ may also find happy memories in the pages of SUNFALL.
   JOHN HOLM, Harry Harrison's collaborator on _The Hammer and the Cross_,
is (unsecretly) Tom Shippey. His minor billing may not reflect his share of
the novel: one pundit reckons it's `90% Shippey'. Yet the US Tor edition
omits `Holm' entirely....
   JACK KIRBY died on 6 Feb. _Rob Hansen_ writes: `Born Jacob Kurtzberg,
Kirby was one of the true giants of the US comics industry.  Starting in
1935 with newspaper strips, he developed a repertoire of techniques that by
the time of his Marvel Comics work in the 1960s had given his artwork
unparalleled power and dynamics. For better or worse, Kirby established the
visual grammar of superhero storytelling; his influence was immense. He
created _Captain America_ with Joe Simon in 1941, but will be most widely
remembered for his ground-breaking 1960s work on _Fantastic Four_, _Thor_,
_Incredible Hulk_, _X-Men_, etc.'
   PAT MURPHY, whose car crash in Nepal was reported in _A78_, is now
`fine, except for what sounds like a whiplash injury. Apparently the
Nepalese vehicle which rolled didn't have seatbelts, hence the injuries.'
[LS]
   GREG PICKERSGILL proves that Genteel Conversation is not dead: `Colonic
irrigation - it's amazing what you can learn from daytime television! This
is a REALLY BIG DEAL. It's not just an enema, they have these two tubes, a
big one and a little one, and they stick _yards and yards_ of them up you
and pump water up the small tube. And all this stuff comes SPURTING down
the big one, shit and worms and bits of meat you ate three years ago....'
_Eileen Weston:_ `Not three years! It couldn't, er, because, er....'
_[sudden thoughtful silence]_. _GP:_ `It's very popular with people like
... like ... who's that stupid woman Prince Charles married?'
   TERRY PRATCHETT, in an astonishing reversal of expectations, won the
_BCA Fantasy & SF Author of the Year Award_ (latest addition to the
commercially oriented British Book Awards).
   CARL SAGAN disliked Apple's use of `Carl Sagan' as internal nickname for
a planned computer (_A79_). Insider sources now add that he chiefly
objected to the company of sister projects named Tesla, Piltdown Man and
Cold Fusion. Thus the machine briefly became the BHA, for `Butt-Head
Astronomer' ... only to be renamed, in short order, the LAW: `Lawyers Are
Wimps'.
   HELEN SHARMAN, Astro-OBE, will present the Arthur C.Clarke Award on 20
April: Kennedy Room, Irish Centre, Murray St, Camden. 6pm for 7:30.  MC:
Geoff Ryman. More data: David V.Barrett.
   BRUCE STERLING heard from a Brit who got a job in telecomms after
reciting large chunks of _The Hacker Crackdown_ at his interview:
`Suggested promotional line for the sf audience of the 90s: "Read Bruce
Sterling and actually get a job".'

### CONGIARY ###

   25-7 Mar [] TREK DWARF II, Holiday Inn, Leicester. #35 reg. Contact
47 Marsham, Orton, Coldhay, Peterborough, PE2 5RN.
   1-4 Apr [] SOU'WESTER (Eastercon), Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool. #27 reg. No
postal memberships after 14 Mar. Contact 3 West Shrubbery, Redland,
Bristol, BS6 6SZ. _Chris Bell_ advises `that membership costs _#27_ NOT
#25, #23 or #30; that I shall probably assault anyone else who writes on
the FRONT of the hotel form that their reason for _really really_ wanting a
single in the Adelphi is "so my boyfriend doesn't have to pay for a bed",
and I have to tippex it out before photocopying the form for the hotel;
that our bank won't take cheques to "Eastercon '94" instead of "Sou'Wester"
(and CERTAINLY not "Albacon '94"!!), nor yet dated Jan/Feb 1993; and no, we
don't take Amex NOR BOOK TOKENS. As for PUBLISHERS....' _[Expletives
deleted]._ [] A _Local UK SF Groups Listing_ is planned as a Sou'Wester
newsletter spinoff - date, time and place info to me before Easter Sunday,
please.
   1-4 Apr [] T'KON (_Trek_), Norfolk Gardens Hotel, Bradford. #25 reg.
Contact 167 Kingshurst Rd, Northfield, Birmingham, B31 2LL (SAE advised).
   27-30 May [] INCONCEIVABLE (humour/sf), Tudor Court Hotel, Draycott,
near Derby. #20 reg, #25 after Easter. Contact 12 Crich Ave, Littleover,
Derby, DE23 6ES. Tee-hee!
   1-2 Oct [] OCTOCON 94, Royal Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire, Co.Dublin.
#12 reg to 1 May, then #16. Contact 14 Ardagh Pk, Blackrock, Co.Dublin,
Ireland. A 5th Anniversary Special.
   3-5 Feb 95 [] TRANSEPT (7th UK filk con), Cambridge. #18 reg.
Contact 2 Westbrook Pk Rd, Woodston, Peterborough.
   _Rumblings_ [] MISDEMEANOUR (Feb) was a jolly little convention in the
old Silicon mode, held in a Somerset hotel-cum-real-ale-pub which will be
visited again. Advertised highlight was the _Trial and Execution of Steve
Green_ (court reporter Dave Wood likened defending counsel Pam Wells to
Perry Mason and prosecutor Katie McAulay to Rumpole) ... amateur conjurer
Ray `The Other' Bradbury carried out sentence with an electric saw but a
disappointing lack of blood capsules. The true highlight was a Greg
Pickersgill rant - with audience participation - about the public image of
The Scottish Convention: `Is it our fault or is it just a natural disaster
that has fallen on us?' This had the general effect of tossing a grenade
into a murky pond; strange and revealing flotsam came to the surface. Not
much can be done with plaints like '79 chair Peter Weston's `They've got
the wrong location, the wrong site! They are DOOMED!', nor wild hopes that
the event might somehow be moved bodily to Brighton ... but perceptions of
the '95 committee as having been simultaneously disorganized,
over-bureaucratic and uncommunicative were taken to heart: co-chair Martin
Easterbrook later vowed improvements, beginning with the rapid return of
his _Small Mammal_ as a Worldcon news forum. Some rumours faded when
exposed to light: Julian Headlong, globetrotter and business conventioneer,
insisted that the Scottish Exhibition & Conference Centre closed at 7pm
with a possible extension to 9pm for major items like the Hugos, but Mr
Easterbrook corrects this to a rather more cheering 1am. [] James Steel has
since launched _The Digest_, an informal one-sheeter about `the "Creative"
bits of Intersection': 15 Maldon Close, Camberwell, SE5 8DD. []
_Pickersgill:_ `When they played _God Save The Queen_ at the end of Seacon
'79, I cried ... I felt this great surge of patriotism that British fandom
had done this thing.' _Ansible:_ `Greg, what did you do at the end of
Conspiracy?'  _GP:_ `I got fucking drunk of course.'

### INFINITELY IMPROBABLE ###

THE DEAD PAST. Almost remembered US fan Tom Perry has a squib on Heinlein
in Damon Knight's _Monad #3_ which may outrage the easily outraged.
Tracking down the 30s political activity which RAH kept so dark, Tom finds
it was (by US standards) left-wing: erstwhile socialist Upton Sinclair's
`End Poverty In California' platform. The `moderate Democrat' story told to
and published by Jerry Pournelle seems untrue in numerous details. Tom
wonders if RAH suppressed this innocuous-seeming data in fear of Nixon and
McCarthy (whose investigations he ironically `saw little wrong with'),
since EPIC links could be taken as evidence of `un- American activities'.
Was this why Heinlein was touchy until death about his 1941 Worldcon
speech, threatening legal action in 1973 when the text - arguably in the
public domain - was reprinted through the well- meaning efforts of Forrest
J.Ackerman? Its second paragraph approvingly mentions
Sinclair-as-politician, you see....
   C.O.A. ETC. _Linda Krawecke/Dave Carson_, 1a Mountney Rd, Old Town,
Eastbourne, E.Sussex, BN21 1RJ. _Tom Perry_, 1702 West Camelback Rd #285,
Phoenix, AZ 85015, USA. _Bob Shaw_, 98 London Rd, Stockton Heath,
Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 6LE. _Lucy Sussex/Julian Warner_, 13 Frederick
St, Brunswick, VIC 3056, Australia. `GUFF administrator Roman Orszanski and
Sue Peukert have a baby boy - Dylan Peukert Orszanski - born 23 Feb at
Adelaide's Calvary Hospital.' [MO]
   STRANGE RELATIONS. Having interviewed `William Burroughs, Shamen, Kurt
Vonnegut, Led Zeppelin, M.John Harrison, Deep Purple, E.C.Tubb, Storm
Constantine etc,' _Andy Darlington_ continued this crescendo of fame by
tackling `Leeds' finest band THE MEKONS. Jon Langford claimed he was your
brother, and Bonnie Langford your mutual sister. The former I'm prepared to
accept....' Really?
   IN THE MAIL. _Tom Digby Along Fantasy Way_ is a TD anthology fanzine
from ConFrancisco, still available at $5 post free from 712 Bancroft Suite
1993, Walnut Creek, CA 94598, USA. Verses and clever prose snippets from
arcane APAs. [] _Savoy Wars_ - a world first! Savoy Books have chosen your
deaf editor, whose record collection has been static at 11 items since
1974, to review their CD of P.J.Proby _et al_! [] _Invasion of the Liberty
Snatchers_ is a subtly titled booklet of FOREST's anti-
anti-smoking-propaganda sf competition winners. Awful, plonking stuff: no
message is helped by delivery as bad as this. (28pp A5, #3.99).
   CORRECTION. _A79:_ Los Angeles SF Societoids note that Harry
Andruschak's claim to be nominated as `LASFS Nigger of the Year'
misrepresents their `Fugghead of the Year' fundraiser contest, lately
changed for political correctness to `Most Memorable Fan/Fanac'....
   HAZEL'S LANGUAGE LESSONS: ICELANDIC for DSS workers.
_atvinnuleysistryggingasjodur_, Unemployment Insurance Fund.

### 1993 WORLD FANTASY CON - AGAIN ###

Unprecedented storm and fury were unleashed by _Steve Jones_'s _A77_
allegation of lousy WFC programming (`storm' and `fury' are traditional
newspaper terms signifying `a few people wrote and we had space to fill').
_Patrick Nielsen Hayden_ (_A78_) and _Chip Hitchcock_ disagreed, the latter
saying: `I find most convention programs (including the only other WFC I've
been to) uninteresting, and would rate the latest WFC substantially above
all of them. Brust put himself on more panels than modesty might dictate,
but I found him interesting.' This might explain _Lloyd Penney_'s retort:
`your membership got you charter membership in the Steve Brust
Self-Promotion and Autograph Line Marching Society.'
   _David Drake_ thought: `The topics were deadly dull _[...]_ and so far
as I could tell they were meant to be dull - if they were interesting, that
meant they were insufficiently serious for a matter of such gravity as
fantasy.' But he liked the panel `in which David Hartwell and Charlie Brown
proved that the reviews in _Locus_ are worthless to the general reader by
Charlie's intent rather than his ineptitude. I suppose watching someone
burn himself alive could be interesting in the same fashion.' DD has a
cock-up theory of the WFC: _(a)_ past organizers (`the second Providence
committee in particular') were snotty to programme volunteers; _(b)_ rather
than be insulted in '93, many waited to be asked; _(c)_ S.Brust,
conversely, waited for volunteers; _(d)_ local fantasy pals climbed aboard
while the non-local horror crowd didn't and felt left out. QED.
   _Teresa Nielsen Hayden_ had some `excessively lively panels. I got into
a live-fire fight with Harlan Ellison on a couple of 'em at World Fantasy
Con (three panels in a row in the same room, without a break, and he was on
the first and third), and so have finally come to be in his TLDV-size black
books. As with Pickersgill, it's bound to happen sooner or later. [] The
first _[panel]_, on the influence of good and bad critics, started with
Harlan denouncing Gregory Feeley, for a startling list of faults and
misdeeds that ran about 90% inaccurate. I coughed discreetly and said, "I
am Greg's editor. And his friend." This hint passed unheeded, as did
several further attempts to head off Harlan's stampede. Eventually I said,
more severely, "Harlan, I don't let Greg go on at me about _you_, either."
(A lie.) He let it go for a while. [] Late in the panel, someone asked
whether there weren't any good critics. I nominated you without thinking
through the possible consequences, and Harlan promptly denounced you as "a
worthless asshole". "He is not!" I shot back wittily, followed by enough
other people signifying instant disagreement to make clear that Harlan's
was a minority opinion. [] He's getting to be a mean old son of a bitch.
Boring, too.'
   I knew being a pal of Chris Priest's would catch up with me one day.
   Teresa recalls a Readercon Midnight Horror Panel showing that US pros
_know how to have fun_. The title was `Is Violence Necessary?', and `a
dead-drunk and bizarrely dressed Kathryn Cramer first monopolized the
discourse, pacing back and forth in front of the panel while ranting
incoherently into her-friend-the-invisible-mike; then assaulted another
panelist who'd been holding up signs ("HELP US PLEASE HELP US") and
intermittently suggesting she sit down and shut up (during the early phases
of which struggle she inadvertently kicked David Hartwell in the face,
whereat David went and sat in the audience); then capped it all when, upon
the panelist's extricating himself from her clutches, she toppled
face-first from the dais, too drunk to even put out her hands to cushion
her fall, and announced while lying there with her face in the carpet that
said panelist was fired from _The New York Review of SF_. "I quit six
months ago," he reminded her. (That was John Ordover.) After that David
collected her up for future use, and the panel ended. []

Ansible 80 (c) Dave Langford, 1994. Thanks to David V.Barrett, Dave Clark,
John Clute, Mike Glyer, Joseph Nicholas, Marc Ortlieb, Bruce Pelz, Tom
Perry, Lucy Sussex, Peter Weston, Dave Wood, other fans credited in the
text and our Hero Distributors.  3 Mar 94

Dave Langford
ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 15 Mar 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 191

Today's Topics:

	 Miscellaneous - Quantum Leap Convention Report (2 msgs) &
                         DragonCon & ConAdian (2 msgs) & 
                         Shore Leave (2 msgs) &
                         Comparing Boston-area Conventions (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 Feb 94 17:08:02 GMT
From: finifter@gandalf.rutgers.edu (The Evil Leaper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: QL Convention Report

The convention was indeed terrific.  Sally Smith and Joyce Hatcher deserve
a very big round of applause for the excellent work they did in putting it
together.

Saturday was composed mainly of panels with guest stars (including John
DiAquino, Brad Silverman, Willie Garson, and Rich Whiteside), talks about
fan fiction, QL novels (with Ashley McConnell and Melanie Rawn (who is
writing the next QL novel after Ashley's "Prelude"), and their editor,
Ginger Buchanan), and electronic fandom.  It was great meeting some of you
who I had only known as email addresses until this weekend.

Saturday ended with a masquerade show which was a lot of fun.  There were
also videos showing the whole time (the outtakes, music videos, Scott
singing the national anthem at the World Series, and more).  Also there was
the Ultrimatte in which you got to be in a scene with Sam and Al.

Sunday started with a pouring rain, but as the day progressed, the weather
cleared.  The charity auction was a great success raising $14,000 for all
their charities (and yes, somebody bought Scott's sling from MB for
$1,400!).  More guest stars were there including Richard Herd, Liz Torres
(who is a real trip), and Carolyn Seymour.  (According to Carolyn, Renee
Coleman couldn't come because she was jumping out of airplanes).

Then the main festivities began.  Deborah Pratt and Charles Floyd Johnson
were first on stage and talked for a few minutes.  Then Dean just walked
right on stage without an introduction and the place went nuts.  He spoke
for a few minutes and answered some questions.  Not long after, Scott
walked right on stage, and the place went nuts again.  People had been
saying all weekend that if he *could* attend, he *would*, but none of us
knew for sure (although we knew he was back in California after just
filming a movie in Canada).  But he *did* show up, and he and Dean had a
great time playing off each other.  (BTW, Sally didn't even know Scott was
coming until 1 o'clock that afternoon.)

All in all, it was a terrific convention and everybody I saw had a great
time.  I know I did.

(Side note to Cheryl Bellucci: I got to see Scott and Dean and you didn't.
Ha!)

Keep Leaping...

Tracy E
Rutgers University
New Brunswick, New Jersey
finifter@gandalf.rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 20:48:02 GMT
From: sallylb@netcom.com (Sally Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: QL Convention Report

finifter@gandalf.rutgers.edu (The Evil Leaper) writes:
>The convention was indeed terrific.  Sally Smith and Joyce Hatcher deserve
>a very big round of applause for the excellent work they did in putting it
>together.

Thanks very much, Tracy. I've just now woken up and am starting to get over
my cold...

And thanks for telling me what happened at the con! The only programming I
saw all the way through was the masquerade and the panel I was on! I spent
the rest of my time glued to the walkie-talkie and running around. I'm
sorry I didn't get to meet everybody I wanted to.

>(BTW, Sally didn't even know Scott was coming until 1 o'clock that
>afternoon.)

Yeah (grumble on) it would have been nice if the people who'd known that
the night before had deigned to tell the chair, the co-chair, and security,
but I guess we weren't important enough (grumble off).

Didn't matter though, 'cause security had a plan anyway. I'd like to thank
right here in public, Elizabeth Newman, our head of security, Anita
Kilgour, her right-hand person, and the rest of the net.security.staff,
Jenni Kirtley, Jane Waks, the two Marks (Baushke and Hartman), John Snyder
and Mary Anne Espenshade for service above and beyond the call of duty.
Also to Chris Hill and John Snyder for putting on one damn fine masquerade.

And to Chas. Floyd Johnson, who is a saint.

Can I go have a life now?

Tracy - I got to HUG Scott and Dean and you didn't. :-) And also John
D'Aquino, sigh.

Sally Smith
(510)790-0608
sallylb@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Feb 94 12:13:31 GMT
From: vanyel@crl.com (Paul W. Cashman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DragonCon 1st Progress Report delayed; summary

The DragonCon progress report #1 originally slated for publication and
mailing in January has been delayed by several factors, but is now in the
final-proofread and layout stage.  Looks like it will be about 20 pages,
and it will also include a progress report for NASFiC '95.

Here's a quick summary of changes from last year, and changes from our '94
initial flyers.

   Gaming will move to the Westin Peachtree Plaza; live role-playing (all 3
games as in 1993) will remain in the Hilton.  Discount rates in the Westin
have been arranged accordingly.

   Masquerade / Costume Contest will be staged in the Atlanta Civic Center,
two blocks north of the Hilton.  This is a 4,800 seat auditorium with full
staging, rigging and backstage amenities.  Van service will be available
for the mobility-impaired.

   Several downtown hotels are now participating with room blocks and
various pricing structures including flat rates.  Details will be in the
progress report.

   An interactive video game play/demonstration area (the "SuperTour") will
stop at DragonCon (probably set up in the Hilton).

   Additional guests confirmed include Michael Moorcock, Michael Whelan,
Boris Vallejo.  There are 200+ guests and programming participants again
this year (their short bios are the primary culprits in making the PR 20
pages.  :))

   Harlan Ellison, originally listed as a guest in our first flyer; status
revised to 'tentative' and no longer listed (health concerns).

   So far, no known guest cancellations.

Questions, etc., please send 'em email.  :)

Paul W. Cashman
Publications Director for Dragoncon
vanyel@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 07:36:09 GMT
From: standlee@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ConAdian Question (HELP!)

<rathslag@pa881a.inland.com> writes:
> I am currently trying to talk my husband into the 20+ hour drive to
> Winnipeg.  His biggest concern is that Conadian is going to be a
> "dinky-con".  Does anyone have any info on current registration totals
> for Conadian?  Also, who are the projected guests?
 
ConAdian has approximately 3,500 members right now.  We are currently
projecting a total of 4,500 members, with approximately 3,500 attending the
convention.  While this makes it a smaller Worldcon than recent North
American-based Worldcons, it will still be a sizeable convention.  I'd have
to know what your husband's definition of a "dinky-con" is to give you a
better description.
 
(This does remind me of a comment on last year's SMOFcon held on the island
of Jersey (British Channel Islands), where it seemed that US conrunners
would say things like "I run a small convention - only 3,000 or so
attendees.")
 
ConAdian's Guests of Honour are Anne McCaffrey (Author), George Barr
(Artist), Robert Runte (Fan), and Barry B. Longyear (Toastmaster).  If by
"guest", you are asking who will be participating in programming, we can't
answer that right now because the initial mailing to potential programming
participants just mailed recently.  (This is not unusual, btw; if you
invite people too soon, they forget.)
 
Another BTW: If you are interested in participating in ConAdian Programming
and have not received a Program Participant Progress Report 1, send e-mail
to Bruce Farr (m.farr@genie.geis.com) and request one.  However, please
note that receiving a PPPR 1 does not guarantee that you will be on
programming.
 
Kevin Standlee
Preferred e-mail contact: k.standlee@genie.geis.com
Alternate e-mail contact:  72377.3623@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Feb 94 07:37:59 GMT
From: standlee@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ConAdian PR 5 Mailed Feb 17-21

We're pleased (and perhaps a little relieved) to announce that ConAdian,
the 1994 World Science Fiction Convention, mailed Progress Report 5 to all
of its members in a series of mailings between February 17th and 21st.  PRs
were sent to US members by bulk mail from Fargo ND and to all other members
by first class or air mail from Winnipeg MB.
 
Progress Report 5 includes the 1994 Hugo Nominating Ballot, the Hotel
Booking Form, and information about travel, plus lots of other neat stuff!
Remember that your membership number will be on your mailing label, and
you'll want to include that membership number when making hotel
reservations and nominating for the Hugo Awards.
 
To help us get an idea of how fast PRs are being delivered, we'd like to
ask people to send e-mail to conadian@genie.geis.com when you receive your
PR.  (If you've already posted on GEnie or CompuServe about an arrival, you
don't need to send it to this address - we're reading mail there, too.)
Let us know the date your PR arrived and where you are (city, state/prov,
zip/post code).
 
ConAdian will the be the 52nd World Science Fiction Convention, September
1-5, 1994 at the Winnipeg Convention Centre, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.
For more information, send e-mail to conadian@genie.geis.com.
 
Kevin Standlee
Preferred e-mail contact: k.standlee@genie.geis.com
Alternate e-mail contact: 72377.3623@compuserve.com
Please do not send e-mail to my Delphi address

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 03:07:45 GMT
From: ai896@cleveland.freenet.edu (J. Steven Keiffer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Shore Leave leaving Marriott?

I seem to recall reading an article here that the Shore Leave convention
that has been held at the Marriott's Hunt Valley Inn will no longer be
there in about one or two years, as the hotel has been sold (to Sheraton, I
believe), and that the Sheraton people do not wish to have the convention
held there anymore.  And, they don't want to have *any* other SF
conventions held there anymore.

Is my recollection accurate, or am I mis-remembering something else, or
something taken out of context?

J. Steven Keiffer
ai896@Cleveland.Freenet.Edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 19:31:26 GMT
From: bouchard@gatecom.com (Alexander Bouchard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Shore Leave leaving Marriott?

Considering the Discon problems with the Sheraton in Washington in the '92
Worldcon bidding, this doesn't surprise me.  (For those who didn't know,
the Sheraton pulled out of the bid package at the last minute, and Discon
had to pull its bid after the ballots were printed.)

>No hotel will turn down a convention OF ANY KIND without cause.

I don't know; the Somerset Inn in Troy (north of Detroit) has done a pretty
damn good job of alienating conventions of _all_ types, not just SF cons.

>If the HVM (S?) doesn't want my money, that's their problem.

A pity, as well; the second Balticon I attended, as well as the first Shore
Leave, were there.

Ah, well, life is.  Deal with it.

Al Bouchard

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 18:55:47 GMT
From: lee@tosspot.sv.com (Lee Reynolds)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Arisia/Boskone comparisons wanted!

   Just went to Boskone. Boy, driving in Framingham/Natick is the pits.

Question:

   Given that you have to go a-roving in truly lousy driving areas - Arisia
might be considered as a con to attend - what the heck, Storrow Drive is a
cakewalk compared to the mall strip in Natick...

So, to those who have attended both cons, what are the differences?  How
does the feel of each compare? What kind of folk attend? What is the
comparative quality of programming and what kind?

   Would be grateful for any information. Please email me directly as well
as replying to the group.

Thanks.

Lee
lee@tosspot.sv.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Feb 94 22:33:11 GMT
From: wurst+@cs.cmu.edu (Karl Wurst)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arisia/Boskone comparisons wanted!

   First, I have to make a disclaimer: I am very involved in the running of
Arisia, so some could consider me to be biased, BUT I also work as staff at
Boskone, and I consider myself to be pretty impartial.

Size: Arisia has been growing steadily for 5 years and reached a membership
   of around 1500 this year.  There is a membership cap of 1500, and
   although there has been talk of raising it, I wouldn't expect the con to
   get much bigger.  Boskone had around 800-900? and seems to be slowly
   increasing again since the move back to Boston.

Programming: Arisia has a much larger and more diverse program.  There were
   at least 15 rooms for programming, with tracks covering Literature,
   Science, Art, Technology, Gaming, Costume, Media and more.  Boskone had
   less than 10 rooms for program and concentrates on Literature, Art, and
   Science.  Arisia has an extensive film and video program a masquerade,
   gaming rooms, and a live-action role-playing game.  Boskone has more
   professional writers, editors, and artists.

Art Show: Boskone used to have the largest art show in the northeast.  Last
   year (the first year in Framingham) it was pretty small, and Arisia's
   was much larger.  This year Boskone's got bigger, and I think that the
   two were nearly equal in size.  I know that Arisia's is planning to
   expand into a second room next year, I don't know what Boskone's plans
   are.  Boskone has more "big name" artists.  Arisia has more 3-D art.

People: Many of the same people attend both cons (and many of the same
   people work at both cons,) but the Boskone crowd tends to be a bit more
   mature and sedate, and the Arisia crowd a bit younger and more colorful.
   Costumes are uncommon at Boskone, you see more at Arisia (especially
   with the LARP going on.)

   In general, I would say that Boskone is more literature oriented (by
design, as I understand it,) and Arisia is more diverse (also by design.)
Both are a lot of fun.  (I especially enjoyed Boskone this year because
since I'm only staff, I actually got to attend panels (something I can't
seem to manage to do at ARISIA, when I'm running the Art Programming
track.)

   Once again, these are only my impressions and opinions of the two cons.
If I missed an important detail of either con, it's probably because I
never knew it existed.  I say go to both!

Karl R. Wurst
Computer Science & Engineering U-155
Univ. of CT
Storrs CT   06269-3155
wurst@cse.uconn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Mar 94 19:30:44 GMT
From: Jim_Mann@transarc.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arisia/Boskone comparisons wanted!

I'll also start with a disclaimer. I've worked on Boskones for the last 12
or 13 years and have even co-chaired one. But by and large I found Karl's
comparison to be a fair and accurate one, with a few quibbles that I raise
below.

wurst+@cs.cmu.edu (Karl Wurst) writes:
>Size: Arisia has been growing steadily for 5 years and reached a
>   membership of around 1500 this year. [...]  Boskone had around 800-900?
>   and seems to be slowly increasing again since the move back to Boston.

Actually, the first Springfield Boskone had over 1000 people. In fact, I
believe the first two did. Things then dropped off to somewhere around 800.
We had about 800-900 this year.

>Programming: Arisia has a much larger and more diverse program.  There
>   were at least 15 rooms for programming [...]  Boskone had less than 10
>   rooms for program and concentrates on Literature, Art, and Science.

I'd have to disagree here. Boskone has a large, diverse, and inventive
program. While it doesn't always touch on all the areas you mentioned above
(for example, we usually don't have gaming program), we do cover science,
art, and many, many aspects of literature, as well as a smattering of media
stuff, ranging from Star Trek to the Godzilla track we ran this year.  The
1993 Boskone had about 120 program participants. (This from memory; I ran
program that year, but I can't remember that number.) I'm not sure how many
we had this year, but it's probably comprable.

>Arisia has an extensive film and video program a masquerade, gaming rooms,
>   and a live-action role-playing game.  Boskone has more professional
>   writers, editors, and artists.

As noted, Boskone pretty much steered away from gaming years ago (in part
because we had little active interest in it, and thus others, like Arisia
can fill that niche better than we can).  We also downplayed film and
video, though we do have a video program.

>Art Show: Boskone used to have the largest art show in the northeast.
>   Last year (the first year in Framingham) it was pretty small, and
>   Arisia's was much larger.  This year Boskone's got bigger, and I think
>   that the two were nearly equal in size.

I think you are misremembering the sizes of the Boskone Art Shows. I don't
think there was much difference in size in the last two years.  Certainly
it was in the same room this year as last.

>People: [...]  Costumes are uncommon at Boskone, you see more at Arisia
>   (especially with the LARP going on.)

I think you summed it up fairly. In fact, the only person at Boskone who I
saw spending most of the con in costume was my daughter.  Boskone is more
mature and sedate, Arisia younger and ... oh, OK, we'll let you have
"colorful."  I'd tend to think of such things as "rowdier," but my age is
showing.

Jim Mann
Transarc Corporation			
The Gulf Tower, 707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
(412) 338-4442
jmann@transarc.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************


1, edited,,
Summary-line: 17-Mar  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #192
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA01175; Thu, 17 Mar 94 09:23:53 EST
Date: Thu, 17 Mar 94 09:23:53 EST
Message-Id: <9403211331.AA01175@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #192
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Thu, 17 Mar 94 09:23:53 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #192
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 17 Mar 1994      Volume 19 : Issue 192

Today's Topics:

	     Books - Asimov & Clive Barker (3 msgs) & Beagle &
                     Brust (3 msgs) & Butler & Cherryh

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 18:45:02 GMT
From: Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.compaq.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: FORWARD THE FOUNDATION Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

(Slight spoilers follow:)

So, now we know how well you liked FOUNDATION AND EARTH.  When will you
review FORWARD THE FOUNDATION?

Sorry for the sarcasm there.  But your review seemed to focus mainly on
concepts and ideas introduced in FAE (and earlier), not FTF.  So, you
disagree with the concept of Galaxia.  Fine.  But that is a criticism of
other books in the series, not FTF.  What did you think of FTF?

Personally, I thought FTF was the best Foundation novel since the original
trilogy.  I, too, hold The Foundation Trilogy in very high regard.  And I,
too, did not like the direction Asimov took the Foundation in FOUNDATION'S
EDGE and FOUNDATION AND EARTH.  PRELUDE was somewhat better, in that it was
entertaining to see the adventures of a young Seldon, but still not up to
par with the original trilogy.

FORWARD changed all of that.  It kept the best parts of PRELUDE and the
Trilogy and discarded all the Galaxia and Daneel stuff.  It even recaptured
the original feel of the Trilogy, introducing Crises which had to be
resolved in order to establish the Foundations but, this time without
psychohistory to help!

Now, I will admit that FTF does begin to drag toward the end.  But before
anyone criticizes that, remember that Asimov was practically dying while he
wrote this book.  When the second novella was printed in (then) IAsfm, it
was accompanied by an editorial by the Good Doctor, in which he lamented
about his failing health and about how tired he was and how little progress
he was making on the book.  He actually APOLOGIZED in his editorial, afraid
that he wouldn't be able to finish it.  (I have heard the rumor that he
didn't actually finish it, but I haven't heard anything official.  I know
he finished the first three sections/novellas.)

IMO, you just didn't give this book a chance.  It sounded like you wanted a
book to either justify the Galaxia decision, or to renounce Galaxia, and
since FORWARD did neither, you weren't satisfied.  I would suggest putting
Galaxia out of your mind and try re-reading it.

For the rest of you who are like the individual who said "read the Trilogy
and then quit!" I would also recommend this book.  I know you're wary and
justifiably so after all the other books but, FTF is really good!  I'm not
saying it is as good as the Trilogy, but it is a lot closer to the Trilogy
than any of the other attempts have been.

Erich Hurst
Compaq Computer Corporation
Houston, Texas

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 94 18:55:48 GMT
From: bigtree@acpub.duke.edu (Daniel Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clive Barker

I find Barker to be erratic, and at times absolutely brilliant.  I loved
The Great and Secret Show, the Damnation Game, and Weaveworld.  Other
things by him I'm less than enthusiastic about.  Check that, I loved the
Thief of Always.  I was only less than enthused about Imajica.  If you want
to see something absolutely insane, read his comic books (published by
Marvel; I forget the title.)

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 14:43:03 GMT
From: leifmk@kari.fm.unit.no (Leif Magnar Kj|nn|y)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clive Barker

Daniel Johnson <bigtree@acpub.duke.edu> wrote:
>I find Barker to be erratic, and at times absolutely brilliant.  I loved
>The Great and Secret Show, the Damnation Game, and Weaveworld.  Other
>things by him I'm less than enthusiastic about.  Check that, I loved the
>Thief of Always.  I was only less than enthused about Imajica.  If you
>want to see something absolutely insane, read his comic books (published
>by Marvel; I forget the title.)

I, too, have enjoyed most of Barker's output.  However, I'd like to point
out that the comic books are merely adapted versions of various of his
(early) short stories, which are collected in _The Books of Blood_ (6
volumes, or two fat omnibus volumes).  They're no less insane in the prose
versions, and I sort of prefer to imagine my own pictures while reading,
but still the comic adaptations are good (particular favorite: "In the
Hills, the Cities", which is the only piece of fiction that has actually
managed to freak me out so far this decade).

Anyway, _The Books of Blood_ as a whole is also my favorite part of
Barker's production.  Check them out.

leifmk@kari.fm.unit.no

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 13:50:58 GMT
From: hendrid@nextwork.rose-hulman.edu (Douglas Hendrickson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clive Barker

I've read several of Barker's novels but I still prefer his movies...
Hellraiser I & II were brilliant.  I've never read the books of Blood but I
need to.  They sound like what I want to know about.

To me, Clive Barker is the BEST Horror writer out right now.  King is a
close second but Barker is definitely the best.

Doug

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 17:09:15 GMT
From: marotta@ljsrv2.enet.dec.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Book Review: The Innkeeper's Song

		 The Innkeeper's Song, by Peter S. Beagle
		     A book review by Mary J. Marotta

What is magic? In this novel by the author of the highly acclaimed "The
Last Unicorn," Peter Beagle's wizard is the center of the circle of all
things and his power lies in his knowledge about the forces around him and
his wisdom in understanding them.  Magic power runs through all the
characters and places in this story about a wizard and his former students,
one of whom has become his arch enemy.  

The location is the Gaff and Slasher, an inn with a very special clientele.
The stable boy, Rosseth, who has no knowledge of his real origins, is very
interested in the three women who ride into the inn yard, and he helps them
arrange for a room against the innkeeper's better judgement.  Karsh the
innkeeper is the brash, loud manager of this inn and an unfailing critic of
both his help and his new guests: Lal, the warrior with a sword hidden in a
cane; Nyatenari, the tall brown woman with the fox riding in her saddlebag;
and Lukassa, the pale village maiden whom Lal resurrected from death and to
whom she gave the emerald ring she wore.

Rosseth the stable boy imposes his will on his fierce master once again
when Tikat, a lonely, weak traveller, follows his beloved Lukassa to the
Gaff and Slasher, with nowhere else to go.  Soon Tikat has a place in the
stable near Rosseth and some visiting players.  The old man who Tikat saved
from death at the hands of bandits and who helped Tikat through the arid
and treacherous journey is gone.

Nyatenari's fox reveals the power to change himself into a human at will,
and is soon pursued in fox form by a great dog who catches him and
convinces him to carry the dog to the inn.  The fox takes on his human
form, and the dog also takes his human form - as the wizard who was the
teacher of both Lal and Nyatenari, now weakened and injured in a clash with
his former student, an evil wizard.

Lal has arrived at the Gaff and Slasher in her search for that teacher, a
wizard who has sent dreams and visions telling her that he is in trouble.
She and Nyatenari travel together to meet the evil wizard and attempt to
save their teacher, but their meeting with the evil wizard nearly ends in
disaster, and they are rescued and returned to the inn by their teacher.
The evil wizard follows them there, bringing his associates, dark powers
with whom his bargain for everlasting life was bought by promising them his
master's death.  These powers would like to see the kind and gentle old
teacher suffer an everlasting death and torment as a terrifying burning ice
monster.

Magic in this story rips and twists the world, causing drought and a sense
of despair.  The evil wizard has made a dangerous bargain and he does not
recognize the true nature of the dark powers.  This story shows how
everyone is marked by the decisions they make in life.

Once you get used to the weird way things move without being moved in this
book, you can relax and enjoy the humorous situations.  Karsh is a man of
duality who is both a competent and successful innkeeper and a roaring
harassment to his beleaguered employees.  Nayatenari's fox tears himself
from contemplations of the pretty plump pigeons in Karsh's attic to express
his deep dislike of wizardry of any type.  The fox's ruminations on the
metaphysics of his situation are both poignant and wry.

This is a story about fagades, masks, and learning your true identity.  In
his spare, graceful style, Peter Beagle draws characters that have
three-dimensionality and also have universal traits, to show how plot and
characters are intertwined to make a story about change and growing, as
well as about constancy and identity.

This new novel deserves rich praise and further analysis.  It is a
"keeper," to be read over and over again.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 19:20:15 GMT
From: MRROBILL@physics.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Michael Robillard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: The Gypsy

   We've heard impressions of Agyar recently (which was, IMHO, superbly
done), as well as some discussion of BP, the Vlad books, and the Phoenix
Guards.  The one book by Brust that I have been waiting for an opinion on
is 'The Gypsy'.  It is the only Brust work which I have yet to read,
despite the fact that I have easy access to it.  I was considering buying
it, but I would hate to find myself disappointed in anything that Brust has
written.
   So what's the deal?  Can 'The Gypsy' be favourably compared to BP, the
Phoenix Guards, etc.?  What are its strengths and weaknesses?  Does it read
like a 'typical' (HAH!) Brust novel?

Thanks in advance.

Michael Robillard
401B Churchill St.
Waterloo Ont.
mrrobill@sciborg.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 07:37:14 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Five Hundred Years After_, by Steven Brust (no spoilers)

Oh, how to characterise this book?  A very brief summary first, I suppose:

FHYA takes place (surprise, surprise) about five centuries after _The
Phoenix Guards_, and, unsurprisingly (given that it is the second of the
Khaavren romances), largely follows Khaavren as he deals with the seeds of
insurrection.

More globally, it deals with the causes and events leading to the
destruction of Dragaerran City, and the beginning of the Interregnum.
Along the way, we get to see Sethra through someone else's eyes, and learn
a few neat things: Sethra wasn't a vampire as long as I thought she was,
the Orb is not a Great Weapon (surprised the hell out of me, you know :)),
and, most interestingly, we get to meet Mario Greymist!

Brust is always a good storyteller.  He spins enjoyable yarns that I care
about.  And FHYA was no exception: I enjoyed the story, and am glad I read
it.

But I will not read it again.  The Dumas-style it is written in makes it
too difficult to read.  It becomes durable after the first few chapters
(there are 34), but only when there is no dialogue happening!  As soon as
long conversations start, I had to whip out the Advil and struggle to not
set the book down for an hour or two.

And that's a pity, because it is a good, enjoyable story.  I just do not
care for the way it is told.  (Mind you, I've read the original Three
Muskateers, in the original French, and I appreciated TPG for the homage
and parody that it was.  But enough is enough, damnit, and I can only take
so much!)

Also of note is the "About the Author" section, which is easily the most
amusing and enjoyable section of the novel!  My hats off to Brust for that.

So, my conclusions?  If you are, as I am, a die-hard Brust fan, then, yes,
it is a worthwhile purchase.  If you are "only" a Brust fan, then you might
want to consider borrowing it from a friend or library, buying it used, or
waiting until it comes out in paperback.  If you haven't read any Brust
before, then do not get this; go find a copy of _Jhereg_ instead.

It is harcover (in case you couldn't tell), 444 pages, $23.95US, and has a
pretty picture of Khaavren and a phoenix-designed entranceway.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 16:11:18 GMT
From: ndd@sunbar.mc.duke.edu (Ned Danieley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: The Gypsy

Michael Robillard (MRROBILL@PHYSICS.watstar.uwaterloo.ca) wrote:
>Can 'The Gypsy' be favourably compared to BP, the Phoenix Guards, etc.?
>What are its strengths and weaknesses?  Does it read like a 'typical'
>(HAH!) Brust novel?

I liked it, but it didn't really grab me, not like, say, Lindholm's _Wizard
of Pigeons_. I never got the feeling that the threat was that overwhelming;
somehow I never thought that the outcome was in question.  and the
background of the Gypsy wasn't explained as much as I would like.

it doesn't have the humor that I tend to associate with Brust (from most of
the Vlad novels), and it isn't told from a single point of view, which may
account for my not really connecting with it.

So I'd say it's worth reading, but not a must-read.

Ned Danieley
Basic Arrhythmia Laboratory
Box 3140
Duke University Medical Center
Durham, NC  27710
(919) 660-5111 or 660-5100
ndd@sunbar.mc.duke.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 20:48:17 GMT
From: cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: PARABLE OF THE SOWER - Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

		 PARABLE OF THE SOWER by Octavia E. Butler
		      Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

   Robert A. Heinlein once stated that in writing speculative fiction the
author takes a current cultural or societal trend and follows that trend to
its logical, if sometimes extreme, conclusion.  Butler has taken the anomie
of today's central cities in the United States, with the attendant
violence, drug abuse, and general disregard for community and painted a
frightening and stark world in PARABLE OF THE SOWER.  Butler introduces us
to an America thirty years hence where to survive communities must be
armed, walled, and prepared to take human life to defend themselves; an
America where drug abuse has taken a radically violent turn in which a new
drug "Pyro" induces the user to burn items, be they animate or inanimate,
for a sexual high; an America where life expectancy is short; an America
where violence is the norm instead of the exception.

   In this stark, surreal world is Lauren Oya Olamina, an eighteen year old
girl with a vision.  Olamina lives in a walled community that has protected
itself by keeping quiet, inconspicuous, well armed, and prepared to defend
itself.  This all changes when Lauren's brother, Keith, enters the
nefarious world beyond the walls and implicitly brings attention to this
previously secluded community.  Lauren finds she and her community must
confront the ugly world outside the walls.

   Most of Butler's works have a strong, empathetic female character that
seem to carry and unfair burden in life.  Lauren Olamina is no exception.
Lauren has a condition called "hyperempathy" meaning that she feels the
physical pain of others (including animals).  Yet, she is willing to kill
to defend herself and her family, despite the psychological costs to
herself.  She remarks that if everyone had her disability, violence would
greatly diminish.  Unfortunately for Lauren, the world she lives in is not
only full of violence but inherently forces a person to eventually commit
acts of violence in self-defense.  Lauren also has a gradual and evolving
"philosophy" called "Earthseed" that takes on quasi-religious status as the
novel unfolds.  This "Earthseed" is the thread that binds the narrative and
makes the conclusion innovative and hopeful.

   Butler's work is intricate and impressive in its description of a future
America.  There are many sophisticated parallels between the ugly future
Butler paints and today's society.  I really cannot do her work justice by
a simple and brief description. I highly recommend PARABLE OF THE SOWER.

Title:      Parable of the Sower
Author:     Octavia E. Butler
City:       New York
Date:       1993
Publisher:  Four Walls Eight Windows $19.95 (hbk)
Order Info: ISBN 0-941423-99-9 (hbk)
Pages:      299

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 23:03:56 GMT
From: spcoltri@mailhost.ecn.uoknor.edu (Steve Coltrin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: CJ Cherryh new book

shrum@fc.hp.com (Ken Shrum) writes:
>Camilla Cracchiolo (camilla@netcom.com) wrote:
>>Good pace, good writing.  Oh, and it's not a union/alliance book.  It
>>might be in the same universe, but the plot doesn't deal with the
>>union/alliance stuff at all.
>
>It's very unlikely that _Foreigner_ is set in the Union/Alliance universe,
>since the FTL technology differs in some significant ways.

Cherryh spoke here the other night.  She said that a) _Foreigner_ *could*
be considered to be Union/Alliance, b) she personally does not consider it
related, and c) it doesn't matter because the humans in _F_ are lost.
Forever.  Their descendants won't find Earth and Earth won't find them.

------------------------------
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Date: 11 Mar 94 15:42:50 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game

jeller@sinkhole.unf.edu writes:
>I just read Xenocide recently, finally completing the series (so far), and
>I was wondering if anyone could provide reviews/critiques, both negative
>and positive, of the book, or where I can access them on the Net if
>they've already been written.  I found the resolutions on both Path and
>Lusitania rather... unsatisfying and unnecessary, I guess.

I'd agree with that; I find _Xenocide_ splits into two sections - the
Gloriously Bright bit, which could have made a good story as a separate
book but is irrelevant to the Ender story, and the continuation of the
Ender story, which is at best weak and relies heavily on deus-ex-machina
techniques. While Xenocide doesn't descend to the sheer vandalism of Le
Guin's Tehanu, I rate it as a relatively poor continuation.  OTOH, some
people rate Xenocide (and Tehanu) as the best of their respective series,
so there's no accounting for taste. (except on the "I'm right, you're
mistaken, he's a blithering idiot" proximity principle :-) )

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 16:17:54 GMT
From: GAY@ac.grin.edu (Sapphire, Anne K Gay)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card

I agree that Card is one of the best storytellers out there, and also a
delightful person to speak to - I had the honor of meeting him once at
MARCON.
  I wanted to point out to people who think of the recent releases of short
stories as *the* collection of his, that there was an earlier collection
published under the title _Unaccompanied Sonata_, and that this is one of
the best short story collections I have ever read.

Anne
Grinnell College, Ia
gay@ac.grin.edu
gay@hilbert.math.grin.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 16:43:48 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Orson Scott Card:The Memory of Earth

[Some SPOILERS]

I confess, the first thing I thought when _The Memory of Earth_ came out
was, "He's in the middle of two series (at least), and he's starting
_another_ one?"  But eventually I calmed down and figured that if I bought
this one, he'd be more likely to continue with something I was reading.  So
I did.

Card is one of those authors who continue to surprise me.  His style is
quite consistent (barring anomalies like _Hart's Hope_*) and eminently
readable.  But I guess it's more a case of "Where does he get his ideas?"

Background: Earth gets blown up in a nuclear holocaust.  The survivors, so
disgusted with what they've done, abandon Earth into the hands of a
"Keeper" (I think a computer, but I'm not sure yet), and go off to settle
another planet, called Harmony.  To make sure it lives up to its name, they
design a computer, the Oversoul, with the overriding purpose of keeping
humanity alive.  Then they engineer their descendants so that the Oversoul
can influence them to make sure they don't blow themselves up.

The Oversoul selectively suppressed technological ideas that may prove
harmful; thus we have the bizarre situation of computers, holographic
projectors, antigrav devices, etc. being commonplace, but nobody having
come up with wheeled vehicles (which are harmful because they can be turned
into chariots).

So, fine.  This goes on for forty million years.  But the designers of the
Oversoul had figured that humanity would reach a better state by ten or
twenty million at the most, and the Oversoul wouldn't be necessary anymore.
Far too optimistic, they.  Now the Oversoul is breaking down; people are
becoming less receptive to its control, not to mention a fair number of the
satellites it uses to broadcast dying of attrition.  And so people are
starting to come up with forbidden technologies.

In despair, it turns to one family, in the city of Basilica, who seem to be
more receptive than average.  For most of the book we follow some member of
this family: mostly Nafai, who is fourteen and thus extremely annoying for
most of the book.  Going into the society of Basilica would be overlong
here; suffice it to say it's quasi-matriarchal in structure, with men
allowed to own property only outside the city walls, and women the ones who
decide on who they'll contract with for marriage.

The book proper (this is just the setup!) deals with Nafai and his family,
and intrigue regarding these newfangled wheeled-carts and those
unscrupulous enough to sell them to other cities.  Having gotten this far,
I don't know what to say about the plot, except that it gets most of its
strength from the characters of Nafai, his brothers, and his parents.
Nafai's interaction with the Oversoul matures him visibly over the course
of the book, though he still makes some dumb-ass blunders.  And at the end
we seem ready to leave the city of Basilica behind though this could be
deceiving, and I almost hope that with all the work he put into it we see
more of it in the next book...

Author:     Card, Orson Scott
Title:      The Memory of Earth
Publisher:  Tor
City:       New York
Date:       March 1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-812-53259-7
Pages:      332 pp.
Series:     Homecoming
Volume:     Volume 1
Comments:   Paperback, US $5.99, Can $6.99

* Don't get me wrong.  _Hart's Hope_ is still my favourite Card to date.
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Date: 14 Mar 94 06:36:24 GMT
From: jfl@panix.com (Jeff Lipton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: de Lint's "Moonheart"

I was very pleased to find that Charles de Lint's early novel _Moonheart_
has finally reappeared in bookstores under the TOR imprint. The book first
came out in '84, I read it then in a borrowed copy, and have since sought
and enjoyed everything else he has written. I *highly* recommend this to
anyone with an interest in compelling, intelligent contemporary fantasy.
This is one of the few books I was tempted to steal from someone's shelf
when I was at a party a few years back, but conscience, alas, triumphed.

Jeffrey F. Lipton, M.D.
353 E. 17th, #19-E
NY, NY 10003
jfl@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 11:31:14 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: de Lint's "Moonheart"

jfl@panix.com (Jeff Lipton) writes:
>I was very pleased to find that Charles de Lint's early novel _Moonheart_
>has finally reappeared in bookstores under the TOR imprint.

We're pleased you're pleased.  :) Small correction: It's the Orb imprint.
I mention this just to keep readers of rasfw from confusing the more
easily-confused sort of bookstore clerk.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 22:26:00 GMT
From: alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: P.K. DICK AND THE DI

Rick Kleffel wrote:
> Most of Dick's novels - "Ubik", the "Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch",
> "Martian Time Slip", seem to use typical SF devices to make ontological
> and existential doubts come alive.  The TDI quartet, written during PKD's
> finaly years, are more slices of life from a paranoid schizophreniac
> point-of-view, with SF-fears as the basis for paranoid schizophrenia.

I don't quite agree that the quartet is so different from Dick's other
novels, besides the fact that Dick was getting far worse, haunted by an
increasing paranoia and the uncertainty concerning the March 1974 events.

Remember, or note, that the core of _The Divine Invasion_ is not the second
coming of Christ, but how it affects the people involved.  That way it is
one of his most poignant books, one that I consider part of such a
"poignant" trio of novels, with _Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?_ and
_Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said_.

All Dick's novels emphasize in a way the importance of ordinariness,
commonness, but the way the point is stressed in these three books is
simply unnatural (an ironical adjective here, in regard to Dick's obsession
with the artificial and empathy).

They end in catharsis, with the characters practically shutting their front
doors on the world, resigned and embracing the privacy of being.

> While it's understandable that some may not like this approach, if you're
> at all interested in states of mental illness, the TDI quartet is surely
> worth looking into.

An interesting point, though, is that Dick himself wasn't merely trying to
understand illness by studying it - he was expressing and trying to
conceive the nature of his own schizophrenia and paranoia.  This is the
vein of all his books (making them so much more human than boring studies
that explicitly try to penetrate the human psyche - sheesh!) because they
are basically written by a psychotic person trying to understand his own
psychosis.

Dick, therefore, can (and did) write about insanity ten times better than
any old Freud.

> But be warned, once you start reading the TDI quartet, they'll know, and
> start monitoring your life from the Eye In The Sky.

It doesn't matter; the universe is a hologram.

alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 22:38:00 GMT
From: alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: PK DICK

Barbarisi wrote:
> Someone mentioned "Eye in the Sky".  My lame memory tells me this is
> another Dick story.  How well does it compare with his other work?

Not one of his best, but definitely a classic.  It has been touted by
publishers as a "metaphysical puzzle," or something to that extent - and
it's unique in SF with its weird religious and metaphysical ideas.

Try _Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?_, the novel that was adapted for
the screen in Ridley Scott's _Blade Runner_ (1982).  One of Dick's best.

alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 94 06:24:12 GMT
From: CFB103@psuvm.psu.edu (cfb103)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PK Dick

Quoting from David Pringle's _Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction_:

Eye in the Sky (1957) (three stars) Novel by Philip K. Dick (USA) A
technological accident plunges a group of Californians into a series of
bizarre subjective worlds - it seems they are living in each other's
fantasies. This early Dick novel is one of his most lucid treatments of the
reality-and-illusion them. Thoroughly enjoyable.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 05:06:41 GMT
From: nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu (Norman Morin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: PK DICK

alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo) writes:
>> Someone mentioned "Eye in the Sky".  My lame memory tells me this is
>> another Dick story.  How well does it compare with his other work?
>
>Not one of his best, but definitely a classic.  

It's his first sf novel I'd call better than good.  His first great sf
novel came a couple of years later, TIME OUT OF JOINT.

I would not read it until I've read later (and better) Dick.  Alexander
suggested Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (aka Bladerunner). I think
that's a good choice to start.  Two other suggestion I have are A Scanner
Darkly and The Man in the High Castle.

My favorite is VALIS, but I wouldn't recommend it until you've read a few
PKD novels first.

Norm 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 05:14:17 GMT
From: nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu (Norman Morin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Penultimate ruth and Other PKD

Gordie Freedman <gordie@kaleida.com> writes:
>If _Flow My Tears_ was the book about the Johnny Carsonish character (with
>a little Sinatra thrown in), I enjoyed it, although not as much as what I
>consider his top novels. I would definitely recommend that book, though -
>in fact I hadn't thought about it in a while and I'll probably reread it
>now!

That's the book, right.  I enjoyed it much more the second time I read it,
especially the ending.

>I don't quite remember _Martian Time Slip_, I know I read it a long time
>ago, but I'll probably have to dig around for that one now too.

That one is about Manfred (gubble, gubble, dirty bug words) the retarded
kid who can communicate on the same space/time wavelength with the Martian
locals (the bleekmen), and Jack (the appliance repairman) and Arnie Kott,
the plumbers' union president.

I think that's one of his ten best, easily.

>Although I loved the movie, I didn't really like Androids (the book) that
>much. There were good concepts in it - again ripping off his own short
>stories, such as for the empathy box (or whatever that was), but I was
>disappointed with the book when I was done.
 
I liked both, but I thought the book squashed the movie like a leeeetle
grape.

>I did forget to mention _Dr. Bloodmoney_ and _Deus Irae_ (with Roger
>Zelazny). Both with similar premises, but executed differently. I thought
>these were excellant.

I think Dr. Bloodmoney is also one of his Ten Best.  I don't think Deus
Irae is in the same area code with it.

Norm 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 16:46:25 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Retrograde Reviews--Robert L. Forward:Starquake

[SPOILERS for _Starquake_ and _Dragon's Egg_ herein - read with caution]

First off, this is a sequel to _Dragon's Egg_, which I believe was
Forward's first novel.  I'll try to cover that in here as well, even though
it's a few years since I read it...  Robert L. Forward is a respected Ph.D.
physicist who has done a number of papers speculating on physics near
neutron stars, black holes, and such places where physics as we know it is
strained to the limit.  A lot of his stuff is extremely speculative, so
it's only natural that he move into SF.

Prose is not his main strength, though.  His characters are extremely
wooden, especially his humans.  His aliens are a lot better.

In _Dragon's Egg_, IIRC, a neutron star was detected entering the vicinity
of the solar system.  A scientific expedition was sent out to investigate
it.  (This is a few centuries in the future, btw.)

Unbeknownst to them, life exists on the star.  It is life on an incredibly
small scale, both in time and in space(one "day", or rotation of the
neutron star, is a fifth of a second), but the ecosystem isn't conducive to
swift evolution.  The arrival of the humans changes that, however...

In brief, during the first day of the humans' presence near the star, a
race called the cheela evolve, attain sentience, and develop civilization,
in response to the humans' presence in their sky and some of their laser
scanning probes.

The cheela tend to be more interesting characters than the humans, if only
due to their alienness; the swiftness of their development, in human terms,
allows for a fairly epic scope.  The humans get short shrift because a
conversation between humans takes as long as several years on the neutron
star, and they soon become fairly minor characters...

By the end of _Dragon's Egg_, the cheela have developed a spacefaring
technology, and have sent off probes to explore other neutron stars...

_Starquake_ centers around two major crises.  The first occurs when the
human ship is damaged, and the cheela have to act fast (only a few years,
on their scale) to repair the damage before the humans are ripped apart by
tidal forces.  Then the quake of the title happens.  Suddenly there are
only four cheela left alive on the surface of the star and quite a few more
than that left in orbit, with no means of descending.  They have to find
some means of returning to the star, and dealing with the barbarian hordes
that have sprung up in the intervening generations...

Like I said, Forward isn't the most gripping writer, but the story of the
cheela is sufficiently interesting to overcome a lot of that drawback,
IMHO.  Someone more interested in tech stuff would be absorbed by that
too, I skimmed the few sections of that that came up.

I'd give it a 6.5/10, a bit more if you're a real Hard SF fan.

Author:     Forward, Robert L.
Title:      Starquake
Publisher:  Ballantine del Rey
City:       New York
Date:       October 1985
Order Info: ISBN 0-45-31233-3
Pages:      339 pp.
Series:     Cheela
Volume:     Book 2
Comments:   Paperback, $5.50 US

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 18:54:48 GMT
From: loring@healthchex.com (Loring Holden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kress' Beggars in Spain

kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury) writes:

>It's a good story - I've yet to see Kress write a bad one. But it's an
>annoying book conceptually. The central premise has to be completely
>undermined for the plot to hang together, and an incidental premise - that
>pollution is self-correcting - is arrived at via an infuriating misreading
>of Lovelock's Gaia principle. Fiction or no, you can just picture
>industrialists reading it and thinking "well we don't *know* it's..."

It's been a while since I read the book, but I remember the book depicting
the idea of "pollution is self-correcting" differently.  I thought it was
portrayed as the foundation of a religion created by an industrialist to
help deal with the green lobby.  I don't remember it being portrayed as a
premise, but as a misreading of the gaia hypothesis.

Even though part of Brainrose takes place in Rochester, I wish it had shown
more of the future of Rochester (we've seen a lot of future NY cities and
LA's).

Loring Holden
HealthChex,Inc.
Fairport, NY
(716) 377-6270
loring@HealthChex.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Dickson (2 msgs) & Gemmel (3 msgs) &
                       Hand (3 msgs) & Jeter (2 msgs) & Lem &
                       McDonald & Moore (2 msgs) &
                       Rice & Sladek

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 21:36:03 GMT
From: lwv26@cas.org (Larry W. Virden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G.R. Dickson's Childe Cycle

Info collected by Larry W. Virden from a variety of sources
Version: 1.3
Date: August 25, 1993

GORDON R[upert] DICKSON, 1923-

The Childe Cycle of books 

1. In order of writing;

Novels

_Dorsai!_               - Appeared in Astounding as "Dorsai!", parts one
                          through three in May, June, and July 1959.  A
                          shorter revised version of _Dorsai_ was published
                          in 1960 under the title _The Genetic General_ ,
                          according to the DAW 1976 edition of _Dorsai_.
                          This was one half of a Ace Double book.
_Necromancer_           - first appeared in 1960/1962 as "No Room for Man".
_Soldier, Ask Not_      - first appeared in Galaxy mangazine in October,
                          1964, then published in paperback by DAW in
                          1967/1968.
_Tactics of Mistake_    - 1971, first appeared in Analog/Astounding
_Three to Dorsai!_      - 1975, collection, renaming "The Genetic General"
                          to "Dorsai!", renaming "No Room for Man" to
                          "Necromancer" and including "Tactics of Mistake".
_The Spirit of Dorsai_  - 1979, a collection containing the short stories
                          "Amanda Morgan" and "Brothers", as well as the
                          essay "???" by Sandra Miesel.
_Lost Dorsai_           - 1980, collection, containing the short novel
                          "Lost Dorsai", short story "Warrior", and "Plume
                          and Sword", an analytical look at Dickson's works
                          by Sandra Miesel.
_The Final Encyclopaedia_       - 1984
_The Dorsai Companion_  - 1986, a collection containing the short stories
                          "Amanda Morgan", "Brothers", "Warrior" and the
                          "Introduction: See a Thousand Years" by G. R.
                          Dickson and "When Your Contract Takes You to the
                          Dorsai World", by Sandra Miese, 1986.  Note that
                          the original bridging text from the _Lost Dorsai_
                          and _The Spirit of Dorsai_ collections is not
                          present.  This collection also has some lineage
                          charts, and star maps by Miese and a time line
                          uncredited.
_Chantry Guild_ - 1988
_Young Bleys_   - 1991

Illuminations

Amanda Morgan,  1979
Brothers,       1979 , portions first appeared in
                        ASTOUNDING: John W. Campbell Memorial Anthology,
                        1973.
Warrior         1980, first appeared in Analog, 1965.
Lost Dorsai     1980, first appeared in Destinies, Vol 11, no 1,
                        February/March, 1980.

Other sized fiction

Lulungomeena    1981, first appeared in Galaxy, 1953.
                        Collected in Guided Tour, a Dickson collection.

                        I haven't seen this one yet, so I don`t know where
                        it fits.

Essays

Sandra Miesel
        ???, 1979
        Plume and Sword, 1980
        When Your Contract Takes You to the Dorsai World, 1986

Gordon R. Dickson
        Introduction: See a Thousand Years, 1986

2. In chronological order, based on the info in "The Dorsai Companion" and
my own guesses for the two latest books.

2093-2094       "Necromancer"
2184            "Tactics of Mistake"    
2185            "Amanda Morgan"
2269            "Warrior"
2270-2289       "Soldier, Ask Not"
2273            "Lost Dorsai"
2276-2289       "Dorsai!"
2280            "Brothers" 
2244?           "Young Bleys"
2359-2366       "The Final Encyclopaedia"
2366-2373?      "Chantry Guild"

3. Future books which have been discussed by Dickson:

???     - the 3 historical novels which take place in the 14th century

???     - the 3 contemporary novels taking place in the 19th/20th century.

???     - volume which would appear after Young Bleys and perhaps parallel
        to Final Encylopedia and Chantry Guild.

Childe  - volume which takes place after Chantry Guild

Larry W. Virden
674 Falls Place
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068-1614
lvirden@cas.org

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 20:32:35 GMT
From: mikes@ingres.com (Mike Schilling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dickson books

This is meant as a serious question, not a flippant one: how likely is
Dickson to live long enough to write the other two thirds of the Childe
cycle: the contemporay and the historical novels?  The science fiction part
has taken 30 years so far, and will expand well past the originally
intended six novels.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 09:26:07 GMT
From: barbares@pippo.sm.dsi.unimi.it (Luca 'B' Barbaresi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gemmel

ENGMJA@ENGENSVR.LTEC.COM ("Aylor, Mark") wrote :
> Hey can anybody (probably in the U.K.) get in contact with me on David
> Gemmel. I have been trying to get a hold of his _Legends_ Trilogy, but
> the only one available in the U.S. is _Waylander_. I have read it, and
> have since found out that it is being republished in the U.S. by
> Ballantine, but have found nothing on the first and third books. I have
> _Morningstar_, and _Knights of Dark Renown_, and am waiting for the _Lion
> of Macedonia_ books to be published in paper back. Can anybody help me
> out with the other two _Legends_ books (I would pay at least cost and
> shipping)?

Well, I can't help you in buying them, but I can give a (complete ?) list
on Gemmell's books :

DRENAI:

Waylander
Waylander II (In the realm of the wolf)
The Drenai tales
Legend
The king beyond the gate
Quest for lost heros

These are all the Drenai books (in cronological order) I know of. They
should all be available in the paperback edition (the last I bought is
Waylander II), except for _The Drenai Tales_ , of which I'm not certain.

Other Gemmell's books are:

Knights of Dark Renown \
Morningstar            /

Lion of Macedonia      \
The Dark Prince        /

Ghost king             \
Last sword of power    /

Wolf in shadow         \
The last guardian      /

The last 3 couples of books have some common references, though they treat
of completely different arguments (Alexander the great, Arthur, and the
post-WW3 Jon Shannow).

David Gemmell is one of my favourite writers. I like his way of showing the
dark side of all his heroes, but sometimes he gets just too repetitive.
Another good thing is that all of his books are complete (but I'd still
counsel anyone who wants to read them in the order I've given; there are
some references to things happened in the past that are well exposed in
previous books).

Luca Barbaresi
barbares@ghost.sm.dsi.unimi.it

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 00:19:08 GMT
From: pmoloney@maths.tcd.ie (Paul Moloney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gemmel

*sigh* Yeah. His first three books were _wonderful_; some of the few
fantasy books I could read. He writes action so superbly. Unfortunately, he
retold all the cliches in those books so well he had nothing left over for
any of his other books.

Paul Moloney
Dublin Ireland

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 15:01:24 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gemmel

Del Rey has published MORNINGSTAR and KNIGHTS OF DARK RENOWN in mass-market
paperback, and DARK PRINCE and LION OF MACEDON in trade paperback.  LEGEND
will be out in October in mass-market paperback.

Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
201 East 50th Street
NY NY 10022 USA
ekh@panix.com
E.Harris1@GEnie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 01:27:39 GMT
From: jlr@world.std.com (John L Redford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: RFI: Elizabeth Hand (Winterlong & Aestival)

frost@netcom.com (John Frost) writes:
>I am looking for more information regarding Elizabeth Hand. The two books
>I know of are "Winterlong" & "Aestival".

Her third novel is "Icarus Descending", and came out in paperback in August
'93.  There's a nice continuing motif in the cover art - all three books
feature a mask against a background representing the setting.  I haven't
finished this one yet, but the first two were vivid and stylish.

John Redford
jlr@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 21:27:54 GMT
From: cybele@u.washington.edu (Andy Quinn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: RFI: Elizabeth Hand (Winterlong & Aestival)

frost@netcom.com (John Frost) writes:
>I am looking for more information regarding Elizabeth Hand. The two books
>I know of are "Winterlong" & "Aestival".

She is wonderful. If you enjoy her three works then I strongly suggest you
look into the works of her husband, Richard Grant. He's written four novels
(Saraband of Lost Time; Rumors of Spring; Views from the Oldest House; and
Through the Heart). The second and fourth are rather loosely related,
though not nearly as closely as Hand's books. Views from the Oldest House
is an extremely well-done (if daunting) in-joke/allusion to Mallory's
Arthur. There was mention of a fifth book, Ravens, in the notes for
Through the Heart but nothing's seemed to come of it; that was three years
ago. No word since.

Andy

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 94 05:51:44 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: RFI: Elizabeth Hand (Winterlong & Aestival)

_Through the Heart_ came out in 1992, not three years ago.  Elizabeth Hand
has a new novel coming out relatively soon, _Glimmering_ by Harper Collins
in December 1994.  It is not sf, but fantasy or horror or something like
that.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 04:13:53 GMT
From: kliang@delphi.com (Kuo-yu Liang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jeter?

I believe Jeter is working on a sequel to the BLADERUNNER called DEKKAR'S
CHRONICLES(?) or something like that.  I'm not sure if he is writing it now
or has been chosen to write it.  

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 04:51:09 GMT
From: gordie@kaleida.com (Gordie Freedman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jeter?

Two Jeter books I greatly enjoyed were "Farewell Horizontal", and another
(whose title I can't recall at the moment) where people do smuggling runs
of RAM across the US, and although they are "attacked" by satellite weapons
(since they are bad smugglers), it is all filmed for entertainment. Both
are definitely worth checking into if your tastes run towards PKD/etc. -
there is a third book called "Dr. Adder" which is pretty out there too.

I think the latest thing he wrote was in the horror/fantasy realm, if he
writes a sequel to Androids I'll be pretty psyched.

gordie@kaleida.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 13:21:05 GMT
From: zazen@awdprime.austin.ibm.com (Ed Welbon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

>Last summer I read a Russian translation of a novel by Stanislaw Lem;
>rendered in English, its title would probably be "Inspection on the Spot".
>It was the best book I have read in a looong time.  Is there an English
>translation?  Has anyone else read the book and have any comments?

Perhaps if you would elaborated on the plot or characters, I could identify
the name.  Would this happen to have been a sort of murder mystery set in
Great Britain that featured corpses that seem to move themselves around?  I
can't remember ther name of this, but I'll try to hunt it up.

Lem has also written many good short stories collections, I recommend: "A
Perfect Vacuum", "Pirx The Pilot", "Further Adventures of Pirx The Pilot",
"One Human Minute", and "Eden".

According to various people I have asked (French, Spanish, German and now
Russian), Lem's works seem to stand up to translation very well (the
translations from Polish to English have certainly faired well).  I have
always marvelled at this.

Edward H. Welbon
zazen@hwperform.austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 20:12:08 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hearts, Hands and Voices

I too thought "Hearts, Hands and Voices" was great - I love the folk-story
(sometimes Biblical) quality of McDonald's writing and the way he manages
to give every character in his books a sense of having a past and a story
that he could have told had the novel taken a slightly different course.
He also has the virtue of bringing his narratives to emotionally convincing
(though never happy for the sake of it) endings - no sequels so far.

His other books are:

"Desolation Road" - n evocative story of the American West, but set on
Mars.  A tiny community is altered forever by the arrival of the railway.
Manages to purvey nostalgia without getting sentimental (a rare talent).
Brilliant sf idea-making and sense-of-wonder invention goes on almost
hidden in the background.

"Out on Blue Six" - less successful than "Desolation Road", a more standard
book about a utopia that turns out to be anything but when examined at all
closely.  Lots of nice incidental invention and character, ending tries too
hard.

"Empire Dreams" - short stories

"King of Morning, Queen of Day" - three linked novellas about three
generations of Irish women who are involved with Faerie.  The first two
dragged a little for my taste, but the third novella of the three (kung-fu
and cyberpunk meet the Sidhe in Belfast) is gripping and funny too.

"Speaking in Tongues" - short stories, including the brilliant "Rainmaker
Cometh".

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 94 04:00:50 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Catherine L. Moore

nebus@ruphys.rutgers.edu (Joseph Nebus) writes:
> Anybody else out there still awed by "No Woman Born" to the point of
> minor psychological damage?
>
> For that matter, I recall a rumor that one of her (most likely with Henry
> Kuttner) stories (under the pseudonym Lewis Padgett) was adapted into a
> Twilight Zone episode; can anyone confirm/deny the episode?  

Catherine L. Moore was one of the great writers, and a knockout to boot.
 
I don't know of any "Lewis Padgett" stories that were done on the original
"TWILIGHT ZONE," but I believe a couple showed up on the recent T.Z.
series.
 
There were also some "Lewis Padgett" stories done on "THE NIGHT GALLERY,"
my favorite being "THE LITTLE BLACK BAG."
 
However, I am delighted to have a real treat in store for you.
 
Go to your video store and find a rental movie called "THE GRAND TOUR."
 
It is an excellent and respectful production of C.L. Moore's story,
"VINTAGE SEASON."

She always insisted on crediting her husband, Henry Kuttner, with a
co-authorship on that one, but *he* always insisted that all he did was
proofread it, and that he couldn't take unearned credit for such a great
story... and she'd respond that *EVERYTHING* they did was a collaboration,
she couldn't have done it without him, etc...  (In case you weren't aware
of it, they had a *real* mutual admiration society going, and were very
fond of each other!)
 
Amusingly, the movie's internal credits say "...from the novella 'VINTAGE
SEASON,' by Catherine L. Moore and Lewis Padgett."  *GRIN*
 
The movie was produced by folks you never heard of, shot in places in
Oregon you've never seen used as movie sets, and stars a whole flock of
people you've REALLY never heard of and yet, the script adaptation,
direction, production, and acting are all real class performances.
 
This movie *should* have done as well as "A ROOM WITH A VIEW."  It has much
the same feel and quality.
 
"THE GRAND TOUR."  If you're a C.L. Moore fan, it'll be the best couple of
entertainment bucks you spend this year.

Enjoy your treat, and remember that "JIREL OF JOIRY" *has* been optioned
for movie production.
 
*grin*

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 94 04:14:11 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Catherine L. Moore

<gharlane@nextnet.csus.edu> wrote:
>There were also some "Lewis Padgett" stories done on "THE NIGHT GALLERY,"
>my favorite being "THE LITTLE BLACK BAG."

Um, wasn't "The Little Black Bag" by C. M. Kornbluth?

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu
goldfarb@UCBOCF.BITNET   
goldfarb@soda.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 06:43:52 GMT
From: kliang@delphi.com (Kuo-yu Liang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rice

Arild Torum <art@nvg.unit.no> writes:
>The Vampire Chronicles by Anne Rice, has there been published a fifth
>book, following "The Tale of the Body Thief"?
 
She has signed to write 3 more Vampire books but no word as of when.  She
will have a new Witching Hour this Fall though.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 21:15:33 GMT
From: taj3@namaste.cc.columbia.edu (Thomas Andrew Jorgensen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John Sladek

John Sladek, anyone?  Or will he go on being SF's ignored genius. *sniff*

Andrew Jorgensen
taj3@columbia.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Kurtz (8 msgs) & Moran & Zelazny

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 03:05:04 GMT
From: serickso@charlie.usd.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Javan's council                                           

jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Jon Brater) writes:
>The funny thing is, now that the Regents are dominant, it is they who must
>field the armies against Torenth and the Festillic Prince Marek, while
>Rhys Michael gets to watch from the safety of Rhemuth.  Perhaps enough
>will die in battle...  (Likewise, the Lords of Eastmarch, Marley, and
>Claibourne, by letting the disloyal Lords do the fighting, could live to
>serve Javan while the others die.  It depends in which direction the
>foreign armies invade.)

The whole thing is - how many strongly evil characters do you know who do
the actual fighting.  It seems more to their character to put everyone but
themselves in the battle.

Just a thought.

Sandy

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 17:24:40 GMT
From: jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Jon Brater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Javan's council                                           

serickso@charlie.usd.edu writes:
>jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Jon Brater) writes:
>>The funny thing is, now that the Regents are dominant, it is they who
>>must field the armies against Torenth and the Festillic Prince Marek,
>>while Rhys Michael gets to watch from the safety of Rhemuth.  Perhaps
>>enough will die in battle...  (Likewise, the Lords of Eastmarch, Marley,
>>and Claibourne, by letting the disloyal Lords do the fighting, could live
>>to serve Javan while the others die.  It depends in which direction the
>>foreign armies invade.)

Egad!  I meant "...live to serve RHYS MICHAEL..."!  Javan is dead.

I'm sure everyone figured out what I meant.

> The whole thing is - how many strongly evil characters do you know who do
> the actual fighting.  It seems more to their character to put everyone
> but themselves in the battle.

Agreed.  I just think maybe the Regents might not have a choice.  If the
foreign armies drive SOUTH of the Lendour Mountains from Torenth, on their
way, say, to Nyford (which the Festils covet as the new Festillic Capital
of Gwynedd, as Imre declared in CAMBER OF CULDI), they could capture
Nyford, declare Marek King of Gwynedd in Nyford, and drive on to Rhemuth.

The Lords of Kheldour, Eastmarch, and Marley would be a bit far from the
action.  The Regents themselves might have to do the fighting to protect
Earl Richard Murdoch of Carthane's castle at Nyford, and then Rhemuth
itself.

By the way, is the Duchy of Cassan on the map?  I haven't figured out where
it is yet, except that it is decsribed as "Far Cassan", which implies that
it is at least as far from Rhemuth as Eastmarch is.

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 04:21:10 GMT
From: dragon@access1.digex.net (Covert C Beach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Javan's council                                           

>The whole thing is - how many strongly evil characters do you know who do
>the actual fighting.  It seems more to their character to put everyone but
>themselves in the battle.

When Javan was taken out, it was lead by Manfred and Albertus personally.

Rhun led the assault on St. Neots.

Both Kelson and Cinhil's sons live in eras when war leaders were expected
to LEAD.  In our world this came to an end around the time of the
Renassance.  Richard III and Henry VII were the last English kings to
directly command their armies in the field.

Covert C Beach
dragon@access.digex.net 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 04:33:01 GMT
From: ap486@freenet.carleton.ca (Taylor Moore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Javan's council                                           

Okay, here's my problem with all the Deryni books.

Given that the Deryni can take over control of people, can play with their
minds, break through locks as if they didn't exist, transport from place to
place at the blink of an eye, and so much more, how could humans possibly
have been able to wage a ware of extermination against them in one kingdom,
while simultaneously resisting an attack from another, Deryni kingdom?

I mean, all the Festils have to do is get a couple of people into the
castle to make or find a portal, then start popping people in in the middle
of the night to take over and kill everyone. Alternatively, they could just
take over the minds of all the humans in charge and have them surrender.

There is just no way an entirely human kingdom would be able to survive
against the hostile intentions of a Deryni kingdom.

Oh, and in case I haven't said it before, Kurtz should be strung up by her
thumbs for the way she ended KJY.

TAM

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 05:26:44 GMT
From: hsu@peregrine.cs.jhu.edu (William Henry Hsu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Javan's council                                           

Taylor Moore <ap486@FreeNet.Carleton.CA> wrote:
>Okay, here's my problem with all the Deryni books.
>
>Given that the Deryni can take over control of people, can play with their
>minds, break through locks as if they didn't exist, transport from place
>to place at the blink of an eye, and so much more, how could humans
>possibly have been able to wage a ware of extermination against them in
>one kingdom, while simultaneously resisting an attack from another, Deryni
>kingdom?

   Oh, ho ho...

   You should really read the works of Julian May for an answer to this.
Especially /Intervention/ (which is IMHO very good, but surpassed in
quality by the rest of the Pliocene and Milieu books).  Operants (which is
how I and many others prefer to consider Deryni) are not any less subject
to witchhunts and persecution than any other group.  And, of course, being
true "sorcerers", they are more so.  See the assassination scene in /The
Metaconcert/ involving Jamie MacGregor and Nigel Weinstein.

   And, of course, it bears repeating that "normals" never fight so hard
against anything as that which they perceive to be patently superior, ergo
a mortal threat.  This is a tried and true principle of SF and fiction in
general, and I apologize for invoking it in such a simplistic and trite
fashion - I'm sure others could have put it better than I.  Suffice it to
say you'll see (or have seen it) illustrated in everything from /Beggars in
Spain/ to /Jack the Bodiless/ to /Methuselah's Children/.  "They condemn
what they do not understand" is the classical explanation, I believe.

    Aside from the "thou shalt not suffer a witch to live" syndrome, I
suspect you were wondering how, once a group of operants has SEIZED power,
how it could be *taken away* so easily by an already-beleaguered antagonist
nation.  Well, the point is that the politics of the time (which would,
correct me if I'm wrong, correspond to pre-Lutheran Europe) allow for a
great deal of abuse of church power - which is something the human peasants
of Gwynedd would latch onto much more easily.  I mean, which would you
choose, the sovereignty of a dynasty of "paranormals" who can do things of
which you have no concept, or that of a church which offers... well, what
all medieval churches offered: the deferral of mundane security for
security in the afterlife?  Put more concretely, you, Joe Farmer, can be a
part of the mysticism and spirituality of the Church of Gwynedd, by simply
honoring the authority of the Regents or whomever demands your allegiance
in its name.  The Deryni, however, are beyond your grasp, and your
childrens', etc., unto the nth generation.  ("Not so", says the person who
has read Pliocene Exile and the Milieu novels... "on the contrary, a
coadunate race call for the eventual inclusion of all members into the
Unity..." but, what's Joe Farmer going to know about Unity? :-) )

>I mean, all the Festils have to do is get a couple of people into the
>castle to make or find a portal, then start popping people in in the
>middle of the night to take over and kill everyone. Alternatively, they
>could just take over the minds of all the humans in charge and have them
>surrender.

   I think you overestimate the coercive power of Deryni and operants in
general, to make a long story short.  (1) You can't multitask control that
well; (2) there aren't enough high-powered Festils to maintain control
indefinitely; (3) you can't run a society with no people, and I don't see
the realism in superseding the human population of Gwynedd with Deryni
overnight - they're still vastly outnumbered; and (4) given that coercion
requires the conscious control of the coercer, and the fact that Deryni
redactors (healers/blockers) are few and far between, I think the whole
idea starts fizzing out once you get to "take over" and goes utterly kaput
at "kil everyone".

   Whaddaya do after they surrender?  Aye, there's the rub...

>There is just no way an entirely human kingdom would be able to survive
>against the hostile intentions of a Deryni kingdom.

   Don't say "kingdom"; say "nation" and think about the entire population
of Lithuania becoming operant during the Baltic annexation and taking on
the USSR.  Now there's a story!  But realistically, it ends the same way.
Even May's metapsychic operancy (which encompasses *everything*) is not a
deus ex machina, after all.  And May's metapsychics, for the most part,
understand their powers MUCH better than the Deryni.

>Oh, and in case I haven't said it before, Kurtz should be strung up by her
>thumbs for the way she ended KJY.
  
   I haven't read it yet, but from the dire reviews I see, I take it you're
one of the people who were severly depressed by the bleak ending.  Well,
buck up - vengeance is on its way (somewhat)...

   Think I'll have time to plow through the two Heirs volumes before /The
Bastard Prince/?

Bill

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 13:23:18 GMT
From: elendil@mintir.new-orleans.la.us (Edward J. Branley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Javan's council                                           

jbrater@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Jon Brater) writes:
>I agree with all of the previous post.  Imre of Festil's court was nice
>and boring.  No Council!
>
>Majority vote to free Morgan...  Yes...  I wonder what the precise rule is
>that requires majority votes in Council after the reigning King's
>coronation.  Any?  (Presuming Morgan was freed before Kelson's, but my
>memory is bad.)

Well, if Morgan's trial before the Regency Council is an example, there is
no rule, and the king's command is absolute.  Remember, Morgan was
impressed by Kelson's naming of Derry to his council, but points out to him
that he could have just overruled them.  Also, if majority ruled, you can
bet that the council would not have let Kelson go after Dhugal and Bishop
Istelyn in the middle of December like he did in TBH.

Edward J. Branley
Seashell Software
Metairie, LA
elendil@mintir.new-orleans.la.us

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 14:21:11 GMT
From: wmoore+@pitt.edu (William D Moore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz' _The Bastard Prince_ expected in June at Waldenbooks

dragon@access3.digex.net (Covert C Beach) writes:
>In hindsight Javan made a lot of mistakes:
>
> 1) not executing Paulin immediately, and his brother too.

I've disagreed with this position before when it was brought up.  I wanted
to see Paulin hanged too, but the timing just wasn't right.  Javan needed
time to consolidate his power-base.  Killing Paulin would have in effect
drawn a line in the sand showing the former regents just where Javan stood.
 
> 2) not immediately sending envoys to Claibourne, Eastmarch and Marley to
>    cement private alliances to balance the military power held by the
>    former regents.

Definitely.  It amazes me that somebody with Javan's capabilities could
have been blind to the possibilities there.  Maybe he was too preoccupied
at first with becoming accustomed to his new role as king, but when these
nobles appeared at court...

> 3) not actively seeking to separate Earl Tammeron from the other former
>    Regents, so the more evil ones could be more easily destroyed.

A good idea, but not as high a priority IMHO as number 2.    

> 4) not cultivating the loyalty of more young nobles his own age (other
>    than Tambert, who was too young to be usefull) surely some of the
>    Regent's or other major noble offspring could have been converted into
>    royalists.

Maybe.  It seemed from Kurtz's descriptions of the offspring we do
encounter that they tended to inherit their parents ability to be
exceedingly odious in character.  Thank god Paulin was a priest and
couldn't have children.

William D. Moore

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 21:49:50 GMT
From: aq891@freenet.carleton.ca (Brian Gilbert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Javan's council                                           

hsu@peregrine.cs.jhu.edu (William Henry Hsu) says:
>I think you overestimate the coercive power of Deryni and operants in
>general, to make a long story short.  (1) You can't multitask control that
>well; (2) there aren't enough high-powered Festils to maintain control
>indefinitely; (3) you can't run a society with no people, and I don't see
>the realism in superseding the human population of Gwynedd with Deryni
>overnight - they're still vastly outnumbered; and (4) given that coercion
>requires the conscious control of the coercer, and the fact that Deryni
>redactors (healers/blockers) are few and far between, I think the whole
>idea starts fizzing out once you get to "take over" and goes utterly kaput
>at "kil everyone".

I don't know. Remember how one human operative with a few Deryni powers was
able to screw around with Kelson's court (Lord Ian, I think)? Imagine a
half dozen full Deryni, with no other Deryni opposing them. They'd cause
absolute chaos before too long, and have various groups at each other's
throats.

As for taking over the minds of those in command, I agree you can't take
them all over at once, but you wouldn't need to. You could, for example,
take over Pauline long enough to have him stab Hubert to death, then float
away. You could take over someone else and have him jump off a tower roof,
etc..

>Don't say "kingdom"; say "nation" and think about the entire population of
>Lithuania becoming operant during the Baltic annexation and taking on the
>USSR.  Now there's a story!  But realistically, it ends the same way.
>Even May's metapsychic operancy (which encompasses *everything*) is not a
>deus ex machina, after all.  And May's metapsychics, for the most part,
>understand their powers MUCH better than the Deryni.

Are the sizes of the two kingdoms that much different? Why wouldn't Torenth
be able to defeat Gwynned, given that its Deryni agents had set all the
nobles against each other and created a situation of chaos?

By the way, just how many Deryni are there in Torenth? From what I've been
able to tell there are hundreds, if not thusands of them.  There were
certainly thousands in Gwynned before Camber got them all killed.

Brian GIlbert

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 00:08:07 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Last Dancer

SPOILERS

Piaw Na (piaw@marlin.cs.washington.edu) wrote:
>Was anyone else as shocked as I was about Denise killing her brother at
>the end of the novel?

Yes.  I wasn't.  In fact, I was must confess to being overjoyed that Moran
had the guts to go through with it; the resulting sense of closure was
intense.

But I say yes, because the two friends of mine who got me hooked on Moran
in the first place were puzzled/upset/annoyed at the ending, at least
initially.  After going round on this one a few times with them, I told one
of them (who objected to the non-consensuality aspect) that look, they're
telepathic twins, she can read his heart's desire and give it to him (i.e.
death), which did not make him happy, but he quit having morality level
objections to the event.  The discussion with the other one ultimately
degenerated into me repeatedly trying to explain what it was like to love
enough to kill and how the preceding several hundred pages had been largely
devoted to depicting that kind of love (and not just involving Denise,
either).  That sort of worked, as that friend went back and reread it, and
now at least allows as how my reading of the ending is justifiable, if a
bit warped.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 14:55:37 GMT
From: BUNDYG@golden.enmu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Zelazny

I am interested in any information, comments, etc. about Roger Zelazny's
new book.  Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Date: 17 Mar 94 23:33:31 GMT
From: browc@ils.unc.edu (Carlton Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: All About Anderson's _Time Patrol_

Since I've seen other queries about Poul Anderson's _Time Patrol_, I'm
posting an excerpt of a message I received from Mr. Patrick Nielsen Hayden,
a senior editor at Tor Books.

Many Thanks to all the Anderson fans who answered my initial query!

W. Carlton Brown
browc@ruby.ils.unc.edu

### BEGIN EXCERPT ###

THE TIME PATROL (our volume, not the long out-of-print SF Book Club volume
of the same name) is an omnibus of several works, including one substantial
new work.  We published it in hardcover in 1991 and in trade paperback
about a week ago.  (Copies should be arriving on bookstore shelves soon.)

The omnibus consists of:

All the stories in the old collection THE GUARDIANS OF TIME (now o.p.)
All the stories in the early-'80s collection TIME PATROLMAN (now o.p.)

The YA [sic] novel THE YEAR OF THE RANSOM, previously published only in
hardcover by Walker & Company

A new 50,000-word novel of Manse Everard and the Time Patrol,
   STAR OF THE SEA

This volume plus THE SHIELD OF TIME will give you the entire Time Patrol
series.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com
### END EXCERPT ###

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 23:48:37 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: The Gypsy

   I would say it wasn't 'typical' Brust.  I enjoyed it, but it left no
lasting impression on me.  BP, TFG, A, all did leave an impression.  YMMV.
Anyone feel differently?

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 18:52:57 GMT
From: schafer@raistlan.network.com (Martin Schafer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: The Gypsy

I enjoyed The Gypsy a lot.  I'm not sure where I would rank it among his
books.  I like both he and Megan's work so I like the style of it, which is
a blend.  They alternated chapters during the first draft.  If you do like
his books and don't like Megan's you might not care for it.

Martin

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 22:37:45 GMT
From: erik@kla.com (Erik Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: The Gypsy

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
> I would say it wasn't 'typical' Brust.  

I couldn't quite call it "typical" Brust, but then I'm never quite sure
what "typical" Brust might be.  He plays with his style so much...  I did
enjoy it, and it has some very definitely Brust touches.  It's another
urban fantasy in the mode of Agyar, rather than a created world.  I suppose
it remided me of a cross between "typical" Brust and Emma Bull - but that
may just be because that's what I read soon after.  In the end YMMV, but
I'd recommend it given that you like the whole range of Brust, and aren't
stuck in the Vlad mode.

Erik N. Johnson
KLA Instruments Corp.
San Jose, CA
e_johnso@kla.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 22:14:11 GMT
From: dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: The Gypsy

As far as quality, I found _The Gypsy_ to be a good dark fantasy novel.

As far as the humour, it didn't have the joke-a-minute continual
wisecracking of the Vlad novels, especially the earlier ones, but I did
notice several humourous bits, though they were often a very dark mood of
humour - not inappropriate in a dark fantasy.

David
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 19:51:11 GMT
From: sjs@pine.cse.nau.edu (Susan J Starr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card

(BC70396@bingvaxa.BITNET) wrote:
>I've read several other Card books as well. I loved _Treason_. I recommend
>it to anyone who likes Card books.

I also loved the plot of Treason.  But am I the only one who found large
portions of this book disgusting?  Maybe it was all the stuff about the
extra limbs.

Another Card book that had a plot I loved, but had a lot of disgusting
parts was _Hart's Hope_.  It had been a while since I read it, but I
remember a scene where the main character is in a cage with a bunch of
prisoners and a lot of excrement.  If I remember correctly, there was a lot
of excrement in this book.

Susan Starr
sjs@pine.cse.nau.edu
sstarr@phxdg1.apo.lc.usbr.gov

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 21:16:55 GMT
From: slz3c@cc.usu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card

I have heard a rumor that Orson Scott Card's Earth series is basically
the Book of Morman set on a different world with different names but
basically the exact same story.  Since Card is Very Morman, is this true?

Heidi Juergens

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 02:10:55 GMT
From: flee@cse.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game

Phillip W. Yarrington:
>After Ender's Game, I think my favorite is called "Treason" which I think
>is a re-release of a book called "A Planet called Treason".  Can anyone
>confirm this?

_Treason_ is a revision of _A Planet called Treason_.  Several years ago, I
sat down with a copy of each and compared them side by side.  The bulk of
the book is the same.  The first chapter was completely redone, to good
effect.  There are a few minor changes sprinkled all over.  Hmm.  I think
there was another large change, but I don't remember what it was offhand.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 21:16:55 GMT
From: slz3c@cc.usu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: CJ Cherryh

I liked Cherryh's Angel with a Sword series and the Faded Sun books and the
Exile's Gate books.  How are the Union Alliance books and where do I start?
I think the first book came out a long time ago and I have no idea what the
title of the first book is.

Thanks in advance.

Heidi Juergens

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 16:29:01 GMT
From: salo5750@mach1.wlu.ca (Michael Salo u)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RAMA Revealed

I just finished Rama Revealed and have to say that this series of books is
one of the best I have ever read and would recommend it to anyone.  (As an
added bonus you can read straight through since all the books are now out!
:)

For those who have read the latest book I have a couple questions/comments:

(SPOILERS)

1.  Clarke never did mention where that girl Maria came from... do you
think that the octospiders really did take her parents from Avalon?  I was
wondering if they created her using the DNA samples from Nicole and
Richard. Alternatively, could the Node and/or Michael O'Toole have
something to do with her?

2.  Who WAS Omeh and how did he (or was it she I forget) know all that
stuff was going to happen to Nicole?

Mike

------------------------------

From: csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dickson books
Date: 16 Mar 94 00:09:37 GMT

Alexandra_Haropulos.McLean_CSD@XEROX.COM wrote:
>Once upon a time, about a dozen years ago, I heard Dickson on a panel at a
>Worldcon. He referred offhandedly to some small number of books of
>historical fiction he had written before he wrote SF. I have never seen
>any other reference to these, and have no idea what their titles might be,
>or even if they were published under his own name. If they do indeed
>exist, and are not just a memory hiccup on my part, it may be that he
>wants them left unrecalled.
>
>Does anyone know anything about this? Rumors, titles, location of copies?

It could be your memory playing up. He has said that he will write three
historical novels set at the beginning of the Childe Cycle (14th C Europe)
once he finishes the future history.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 15:10:21 GMT
From: millerbe@bohr.physics.purdue.edu (Man Of Spells)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gordon:  Childe Cycle

Does anyone know when Gordon R. Dickson will be coming out with the next
installment of the CHILDE CYCLE?  I really enjoy the series, especially
"Dorsai" and "The Final Encyclopedia."  How many more books to the series?

The only book in the series I didn't think was as good as the others is
"The Chantry Guild."  It was a let down after how awesome "Final
Encyclopedia" was.

Barry Miller
millerbe@physics.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 22:05:11 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gordon: Childe Cycle

millerbe@bohr.physics.purdue.edu (Man Of Spells) writes:
>Does anyone know when Gordon R. Dickson will be coming out with the next
>installment of the CHILDE CYCLE?

We'll publish the new one, OTHER, in hardcover this fall.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 09:16:42 GMT
From: nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu (Norman Morin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: EDDINGS -- Should I read?

When I was in high school I read THE BELGARIAD, and have quite fond
memories of it.  Since my undergrad days (>sigh<, the undergrad days...)
I've been reading Dick, Ballard, Wolfe, Lucius Shepard, Disch, etc..

So, given my change in tastes, my question is: Do you think It'd be worth
it to read THE MALLOREON, or his more recent non-Garion, Silk, and Friends
stuff?

Thanks in advance.

Norman Morin
Department of Economics
University of California, San Diego
nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 13:59:13 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: EDDINGS -- Should I read?

Hmm. IMHO, the Malloreon is definitely much weaker than the Belgariad,
mostly because it's basically an action replay,with the odd bit of total
idiocy thrown in. I really liked the Belgariad, and rapidly got fed up with
the Malloreon.

The Elenium has a similar overall flavour; If you like D&D you'll probably
enjoy it - the main character is strongly reminiscent of the seedier style
of paladin but, the style is, er, less philosphical than the Belgariad.
The bit of the second series in the same setting (whose name escapes me at
the moment) that I've read, again strikes me as weaker than the original,
but not as much so as the Malloreon.  Edding's main failing, IMO, is that
he's having trouble coming up with fresh ideas - The Belgariad was good,
but everything since then hasn't really been different. The style is
similar, and the plots and ideas haven't changed much. If you like the
basic Eddings format, the later books are still an entertaining read; they
deliver what you expect in the style you're used to. If you're looking for
radically different stories, you'll probably be disappointed.

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 20:49:56 GMT
From: cbaker@wam.umd.edu (C. Douglas Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ART IN THE BLOOD Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

		      ART IN THE BLOOD by P.N. Elrod
		      Book Review by C. Douglas Baker
			      [Minor Spoiler]

   After BLOODCIRCLE, Book Three of the Vampire Files, I wondered where the
story would lead since the mystery of Maureen's disappearance had been
solved.  In ART IN THE BLOOD, Book Four of the Vampire Files, Jack Fleming,
our moralist vampire, befriends a group of artists and eventually finds
himself in the middle of a murder investigation.  Notice I said
"eventually".  ART IN THE BLOOD is meandering and irritating because half
of the book could have been removed with little effect on the plot and
storyline.  The first third of the book is interesting but nothing much
happens.  The novel mucks around for awhile after the murder occurs.
Finally, Jack has an insight as to who the murderer is and uses his
hypnotic powers of persuasion to get at the truth.  All in all not much of
story.

   ART IN THE BLOOD is a disappointment after three fairly entertaining
jaunts.  Having read the series in order the familiarity of the characters
kept me minimally interested.  Unless you just must complete a series once
you start it like me, I would recommend skipping ART IN THE BLOOD.

Title:      Art in the Blood
Author:     P.N. Elrod
City:       New York
Date:       1991
Publisher:  Ace  $3.95 (pbk)
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-85945-3 (pbk)
Pages:      195

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 15:18:32 GMT
From: kcc@cs.wustl.edu (Ken Cox)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review of MORE THAN FIRE by Philip Jose Farmer

MORE THAN FIRE
Philip Jose Farmer
A review by Ken Cox

I should start this review by noting that I am a completist - once I start
a series, I just have to finish it.  In this case, the series is Philip
Jose Farmer's "World of Tiers", which I started long ago.  I enjoyed the
first books.  Maybe it had something to do with being eight years old.
However, either my tastes have changed radically or Farmer's writing has
deteriorated badly, because I didn't like _More Than Fire_.  (I suppose I
could find out which by re-reading one of the earlier novels, but I'm not
sure I want to ruin my fond though faint memories.)

Let me start with the good points.  _More Than Fire_ is billed as the last
novel in the "World of Tiers" series, and it does manage to tidy up all the
loose ends from the earlier books.  Kickaha, the hero, manages to conquer
his enemies, recover his lost artifacts, save the Earth from total
destruction (twice), clear up all the mysteries, and save the woman he
loves from a fate worse than death, all in a mere 300 pages.

If that sounds a bit sarcastic, it was meant to.  The style of _More Than
Fire_ was one of the things that I disliked.  It's so - what word do I
want? - _pulp_, like reading a "Thrilling Wonder Stories of the Thirties"
collection.  _More Than Fire_ is like some sort of horrible parody of that
genre, with the worst part being that Farmer apparently doesn't realize it.

Part of this, of course, might be because this is the last novel and Farmer
had to finish everything.  In that case, though, he should have planned
ahead a little better.  Through the first half of the novel he introduces
new characters, new mysteries, new planets, and even a few new alien
menaces threatening the Earth.  Then, as if he suddenly read the
publisher's blurb ("The thrilling conclusion to the World of Tiers saga!")
he begins getting rid of these new elements.  This mostly involves killing
the new characters in rapid succession, though he does find time in between
for the old characters to have quick conversations where all the loose ends
from the earlier books are tied up.

Overall evaluation: A real disappointment.  If you have some good memories
of the World of Tiers, or of any of Farmer's other work, you might want to
avoid this novel.  If (like me) you just have to finish the series, try to
borrow a copy.

Title:      More Than Fire
Author:     Philip Jose Farmer
Publisher:  Tor Books (A Tom Doherty Associates Book)
City:       New York
Date:       1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-312-85280-0
Pages:      304pp
Comments:   hardcover, US$20.95

Ken Cox
kcc@siesta.wustl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 11:11:51 GMT
From: vallabhj@lourie.und.ac.za (Nelish Vallabhjee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Question - The King's Buccaneer

I've just finished reading Raymond E. Feist's "The King's Buccaneer".
Towards the end when Nakor and Anthony confront Lady Clovis - Jorna, Nakor
tells her that Anthony is Macros's son. Does this mean that Anthony is
Pug's successor to the magic he and macros both possess or he is literally
macros's son. I remember somewhere in the begining that Pug refers to
Anthony as his successor.

Also does anyone know if there are any more books dealing with the world's
of the riftwar in the making? I've read them all and want to know if
there's anything new.

Nilesh

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 20:05:29 GMT
From: hawk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Robyn Goldstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  Question - The King's Buccaneer

I don't know if the new Raymond Feist book will be dealing with the
Riftwar; however he has a new book, called the Shadow Queen (something like
that) due out in June or July of this year.  This information was found
through the Library of Congress computer system, so it's probably wrong.  I
hope this helps.

Robyn

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 04:18:39 GMT
From: rickc@nestor.cc.bellcore.com (connolly,maurice r)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gerrold Chtorr

I've read and re-read the first 4 books of David Gerrold's Chtorr series.
Does anyone know when the next volume(s) will be released?

This is a real addiction with me.  Private replies will be fine.  Thanks.

Rick

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 09:42:36 GMT
From: kdthomas@netcom.com (Kim Thomas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gerrold Chtorr

According to the upcoming book list in the March LOCUS, a Chtorr book (no 
title listed) is scheduled for release in December of this year.

Dave Thomas
Moving Pixels
kdthomas@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 00:52:14 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hearts, Hands and Voices

Amrik Thethi (at@setanta.demon.co.uk) wrote:
>Is there any other stuff by him that can be recommended?  I've heard of a
>_Out on Blue Six_ but don't know anything about it.

I can recommend _King of Morning, Queen of Day_, and I've heard very good
reports of _Desolation Road_, although I've not got round to reading it
myself. Both of these have been remaindered in the UK recently (Desolation
Road in the US Bantam edition and KoM,QoD in the UK Bantam edition), so if
you check out your local remainder store it should be there for L1.25 or
L1.50

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Harper & Huff & Kress (2 msgs) &
                         Lessing (2 msgs) & Sladek (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 20:20:39 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Tara K. Harper:Lightwing

Tara K. Harper: Lightwing

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey  [some spoilers]

Tara K. Harper, says her bio at the back, has a Bachelor of Science degree,
has worked in "the electronics and computer test-and-measurement field",
and tries to keep up with the fields of genetics, biophysics, physics and
space exploration.  That kind of scientific background certainly shows up
in _Lightwing_.

That said, I'm not sure that this is hard SF, though I'm a bit fuzzy at
what qualifies a book for that subgenre, not having read as much Analog as
I might have.  Most of the main characters in the book are scientists and
engineers, trying to crack the secret of the FTL drive, and I often found
myself bewildered by the technical jargon flying around, mainly because the
author made it up herself, ESP and FTL not being fields I'm up on.  In the
latter, particularly, despite my passing familiarity with relativity
physics, I often had little clue what she was referring to.  But this _is_
future tech, right?

Oh, yes, the ESP bit.  Well, there's more than one alien race floating
around, and a fair number of strains of mutated human stock (usually called
H'Mus), including the protagonist, Kiondili Wae.  Several of the aliens and
many of the H'Mus have ESP abilities to a greater or lesser degree; these
abilities also have their technical uses, being somehow able to interact
with and control "fields".

Kiondili Wae, a H'Mu ESPer with a bit of a chip on her shoulder and tragedy
in her past, gets transferred to Corson Station, where she immediately gets
into trouble and makes enemies.  There's more than a bit of professional
rivalry, lots of technical problems, and Wae's emotional problems cause
their fair share of trouble too.

The aliens are well-drawn.  We really only get one sample of each type,
except for the H'Mus, but they're all interesting - the Ixia, a carnivorous
race who instinctively pounce on weakness (sometimes literally); the Moal,
whose musical communications remind me somewhat of Cherryh's tc'a (who
spoke in matrices); the Ruvians, who are H'Mus so far removed as to no
longer have a constant physical form, or sexuality; the Dhirrnu, practical
jokers with racial memory; and others only sketched out.  I can't help
wondering if Harper has written/ will write more books in this universe...

For those who like to quantify these things, I'll give it a 7/10.  The last
half of the book really pulled me along, and the characterization is good.

Author:     Harper, Tara K.
Title:      Lightwing
Publisher:  Ballantine del Rey
City:       New York
Date:       July 1992
Order Info: 0-345-37161-5
Pages:      261 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US $4.99, Can $5.99

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 20:20:42 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Tanya Huff:Blood Lines

Tanya Huff:Blood Lines

A Prograde Reviews by Aaron V. Humphrey

[ some spoilers; also minor spoilers for _Blood Price_, 
   _Blood Trail_, and _Blood Pact_ ]

Sometimes I wonder how long Huff will be able to pull this off.  In the
first book in the series, _Blood Price_, we have a vampire and a demon.  In
the second, _Blood Trail_, we have werewolves.  In this one, we have a
mummy.  And in the next, _Blood Pact_, we apparently have zombies.

But I get ahead of myself.  Vicki "Victory" Nelson is a former cop, who
quit the force when her vision started to deteriorate, and now has a P.I.
business.  Her sometime partner is Henry Fitzroy, bastard son of Henry
VIII, and a vampire.  And then there's Michael Celluci, Vicki's former
partner, still on the force; he knows about Henry, but tolerates him
somewhat.  The lover's triangle between them provides for some interesting
dynamics.

The mummy in the book is a priest of a minor god called Akhekh, god of
despair.  He was entombed for years, imprisoned by a magical seal; now some
unsuspecting Egyptologists at the Royal Ontario Museum (did I mention this
was taking place in Toronto?)have broken the seal.  He is much weakened,
but after claiming a couple of victims he is able to leave the museum,
covering his tracks by erasing memories behind him.

Meanwhile, Henry Fitzroy starts having dreams of the sun.  He begins to
wonder if, after all this time, he is secretly yearning for death; this
disturbs him, and Vicki as well.  Celluci, who is investigating the deaths
in the museum, becomes suspicious when people there forget things they told
him about earlier...

The mummy, which goes about using the name of Tawfik (not his real name),
starts taking control of the provincial government and police force; he
also senses Henry's presence and tries to lure him over to the Dark Side.
And, at Akhekh's bidding, he has his minions make Vicki's life a living
hell, and gets her arrested for child molesting.

_Blood Price_ had some weak points; _Blood Trail_ was distinctly better;
and now I think Huff has come into her own with this book.  Tawfik is a
believable and nasty nemesis, the interactions between the main characters
are wonderful, Vicki comes up with some great lines, and you're not sure
they're going to triumph until the last minute.  (Okay, there's a sequel,
and besides we _know_ they're going to win, but it's damn close.)  I'm
looking forward very much to the next book.

Author:     Huff, Tanya
Title:      Blood Lines
Publisher:  Daw
City:       New York
Date:       January 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-88677-530-2
Pages:      271 pp.
Series:     Victory Nelson, Investigator
Volume:     Book 3
Comments:   Paperback, US $4.99, Can $5.99

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 94 03:02:16 GMT
From: dstein@oak.math.ucla.edu (David Stein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kress' Beggars in Spain

matt@physics.berkeley.edu writes:
 >Simmons spent a long time, in Hyperion, setting up a situation that was
>incomprehensible, that ran all contrary to any human logic, that was
>terrifying just because of its very deep mystery.  Any possible solution
>to this, anything that involved explaining the inexplicable, would have a
>great deal of difficulty matching the profundity of the problems.

Agreed.  I think it was very fortunate that the books were kept separate,
since _Hyperion_ stands on its own, and reads very different from its
sequel.
  
>And, in The Fall of Hyperion, what we got was, ultimately, not much more
>than a run of the mill political intrigue, with slightly higher stakes
>than usual.  Even if what we learned there really explained everything
>(and I'm not at all convinced that it did), it just didn't have enough
>weight to match what was in Hyperion.

"Love is all you need" pretty much sums up the `explanation of everything'
in the book.  Incidentally, besides some rather sophomoric philosophy, I
thought the book was simply written much less competently than its
predecessor.

>Sometimes I think that Clarke's way is the best: some things are
>inexplicable because they really are fundamentally beyond human
>understanding.  None of the human characters in the book will ever
>understand them, and neither will the human readers.

Where does Clarke do so?  I read many of his short stories, also _The
Childhood's End_, and _Rama_.  Only in _Rama_ is there a hint of the
inexplicable, in the very end.

But of course there's Lem and the Strugatskii; _Solaris_, _The
Investigation_, _Fiasco_; _The Tale of the Troika_, _The Forest_, _Picnic
at the Roadside_ all deal to some degree with the inexplicable.

David

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 20:12:55 GMT
From: kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kress' Beggars in Spain

loring@healthchex.COM (Loring Holden) writes:
>>The central premise [of Kress' Brainrose] has to be completely undermined
>>for the plot to hang together, and an incidental premise - that pollution
>>is self-correcting - is arrived at via an infuriating misreading of
>>Lovelock's Gaia principle. Fiction or no, you can just picture
>>industrialists reading it and thinking "well we don't *know* it's..."
>
>It's been a while since I read the book, but I remember the book depicting
>the idea of "pollution is self-correcting" differently. I thought it was
>portrayed as the foundation of a religion created by an industrialist to
>help deal with the green lobby.  I don't remember it being portrayed as a
>premise, but as a misreading of the gaia hypothesis.

Except that the religion seemed to have a strong factual basis, i.e. all
the claims they made about how nature would look after humanity were borne
out.  The environment *did* keep swinging back towards pre-industrial
norms, because the various pollutants humans had introduced into it kept
cancelling each other out. Whereas under Lovelock's theory, the earth would
adjust itself to a *new* equilibrium - not somehow return to the old one.

Justine

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 21:57:32 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Doris Lessing, Canopus in Argos

(Those asterisks are intentional, btw, for those who haven't
read the book.  I have no other easy way to represent the bullets
used in the text.)

THE MARRIAGES BETWEEN ZONES THREE, FOUR AND FIVE

I found this much less emotionally wrenching, less depressing of a read
than RE: SHIKASTA, COLONISED PLANET 5, although Al*Ith's post-partum phase
had a lot of impact.  This book left me with the same overwhelming feeling
of being a _tool_, paradoxically combined with the need to will what is
one's fate.  There is little doubt in my mind that this is what is
intended.

Spoilers probably follow:

There are some notable similarities, however.  Murti*, in particular,
reminded me a lot of Rachel Sherban, she who tho close to a mystic works in
opposition to revelation, but is nevertheless transformed, however
reluctantly.  Murti*, of course, does not do herself in.  Where the end of
RE: SHIKASTA saw a merciful forgetfulness - a Right loss of memory on the
part of the Shikastans, Murti*'s forgetfulness of the events that led to
the marriage between Zones Three and Four, between Al*Ith and Ben Ata is
not Right, it is a denial, a refusal of duty.

Several of the passages regarding the sex/lovemaking of Al*Ith and Ben Ata
are riotously funny, in a heart-breakingly bleak sort of way.  The initial
pathetic encounter (complete with disbelief on Al*Ith's part that this
could _really_ be what was typical of Zone Four; it turns out, of course,
that it isn't, but the truth is, in some ways, worse), followed by Ben Ata
discovering the entire country knows he's a lousy lover, then the swamping
of his new-found technical virtuosity by Al*Ith's lighthearedness and
playful childlike love is a gorgeous sequence.  This, imo, is the best Zone
Three had to offer, and a fragile offering it turned out to be.  Blown
glass birthed and busted by a breath.

The heavy-handed Freudian psychology that shows up between Ben Ata, Al*Ith
and Arusi is a little annoying.  Al*Ith's dream, the dream of all women in
Zone Four is, however, rather nifty, and suggests that Zone Four could
ultimately develop a gorgeous, perverse sensuality, far different from but
just as impressive as Zone Three's bright rightness.  It would be all taboo
and ritual, safewords and lover's marks.  It would be chilling, all frisson
and fire.

The enslaved women playing the fool to the men, treating them as boys,
alternately subserviant to and indulgent of them, engage in an exaggerated
version of something prevalent here-and-now.  The distorted mirror
reflections in gender roles (other self - a twisting of empathy/oneness I
can't decide whether to find fascinating or repulsive) and the visceral
reactions and responses which reinforce them are all Right according to
Dabeeb, the way of Zone Four, that is, until she learns to dream of Zone
Three - the way the egalitarian contentedness, complacency and light
playfulness of Zone Three is Right to Al*Ith until she learns to dream of
Zone Two with its fiery ethereality and consuming passion.  Is Zone Four an
incarnation of Islam - Zone Three its Paradise with foundtains and bounty
and plentiful women?  What, then, is Zone Two?  A step to oneness, the way
to always experience immanence?  Maybe I should have finished Lings' _What
is Sufism?_ after all.  I feel like I'm glimpsing symbols and referents
without any real understanding.

Zone Five, then, the Unbelievers, those savages who plunder, ignorant of
the Providers, who must be fought until they stop persecuting the
righteous.  The Zones are no Dante-esqe Inferno, where the circles of
heaven and hell are organizational.  No, they are properly the stations on
a pilgrimage - a pilgrimage of souls.  Must passage between the Zones be
accomplished in life?  Did the fall of the birthrate indicate a breakdown
in passage between the Zones, as souls reluctant to cycle again and again,
futilely within a given Zone, refuse to be born?  Were the marriages the
result of souls demanding the possibility of uplift, of meaning?

I liked this one a lot better - the emotional affect is nowhere near as
draining.  RE: SHIKASTA is, however, more ambitious in its subject, style
and organization, more interesting in its choice of themes and, ultimately,
more successful in eliciting a powerful reaction from me, on a variety of
levels.

This puts me halfway through CiA; it'll be a lot easier to continue from
this point than it was from the end of the first novel, which, I must
admit, left me kind of stunned.

You'll note I'm still not urging anyone to rush right out and buy the
Vintage 5-in-1 CANOPUS IN ARGOS, all 1200 odd pages of it for $20.  After
all, you might not like it at all.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 10:38:56 GMT
From: markdmc@netcom.com (Mark McWiggins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doris Lessing, Canopus in Argos

Rebecca Crowley writes:
>I liked this one a lot better - the emotional affect is nowhere near as
>draining.  RE: SHIKASTA is, however, more ambitious in its subject, style
>and organization, more interesting in its choice of themes and,
>ultimately, more successful in eliciting a powerful reaction from me, on a
>variety of levels.
 
Hmm, I didn't find *Shikasta* draining, but it certainly did leave me
moved/emotionally vibrating in a way that *Zones* didn't. Thus I much
preferred *Shikasta*, although I liked both (actually all five).
 
>This puts me halfway through CiA; it'll be a lot easier to continue from
>this point than it was from the end of the first novel, which, I must
>admit, left me kind of stunned.

Get ready; the next one, *The Sirian Experiments*, is more like *Shikasta*
than are any of the others.
 
>You'll note I'm still not urging anyone to rush right out and buy the
>Vintage 5-in-1 CANOPUS IN ARGOS, all 1200 odd pages of it for $20.  After
>all, you might not like it at all.

Agreed. I've pressed *Shikasta* on enough people that didn't care for it
that I got to feeling like a Cult of One ... :-)

Mark McWiggins      
Hermes & Associates
Box 31356
Seattle WA 98103
mark@hermes.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 13:34:33 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Sladek

Thomas Andrew Jorgensen (taj3@namaste.cc.columbia.edu) wrote:
>John Sladek, anyone?  Or will he go on being SF's ignored genius. *sniff*

   Not sf's only ignored genius, by any means, but one of the major ones.
*Mechasm* [alias *The Reproductive System*], *The Muller-Fokker Effect*,
*Tik-Tok*, and the parodies of other writers are all delightful.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 03:58:33 GMT
From: jlr@world.std.com (John L Redford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Sladek

He's a god, or at any rate a really funny guy.  Check out "Roderick" and
"Roderick at Random" for the last word on robots.  Although I haven't seen
it, he apparently wrote an entire book demonstrating that there was a
thirteenth sign of the Zodiac, and describing what it meant in astrological
terms.  It got taken seriously in some circles too.  Who knows, maybe Nancy
ran the country based on his theories.

John Redford
jlr@world.std.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Lem (4 msgs) & Lichtenberg (3 msgs) &
                       May (2 msgs) & McKinley & Modesitt, Jr. &
                       Cordwainer Smith (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 15:06:30 GMT
From: ig25@fg70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Ed Welbon (zazen@awdprime.austin.ibm.com) wrote:
>According to various people I have asked (French, Spanish, German and now
>Russian), Lem's works seem to stand up to translation very well (the
>translations from Polish to English have certainly faired well).  I have
>always marvelled at this.

Well, maybe it helps when you can't read the original to compare it against
(neither can I, btw :-).

Seriously, though, Lem is usually published by "serious" publishers in
Germany, who probably pay their translators more.

Is there anybody out there who can compare the quality of the originals
against those of translations?  Somebody from Poland, maybe?

Thomas Koenig
ig25@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
ig25@dkauni2.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 05:14:55 GMT
From: kliang@delphi.com (Kuo-yu Liang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Keith Edward Casner <diomedes@uclink.berkeley.edu> writes:
>The best science fiction book I have ever read is Lem's 'Return From the
>Stars.'  I also loved 'The Hospital of the Transfiguration' which is not
>actually a science fiction work.  Lem is an amazing author but I have not
>read all of his works yet.

Lem's _One Human Minute_ is probably the most wonderful short fiction I've
ever read.  He also has a short story(can't remember the title) that in
essence explains why bugs are more effective in global warfare than any
advanced nuclear weapons.  Ku
 
kliang@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 19:00:11 GMT
From: t89opo@albireo.tdb.uu.se (Olof-Petter Oestlund)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Ed Welbon <zazen@hwperform.austin.ibm.com > wrote:
>Perhaps if you elaborated on the plot or characters, I could identify the
>name.  Would this happen to have been a sort of murder mystery set in
>Great Britain that featured corpses that seem to move themselves around?
>I can't remember the name of this, but I'll try to hunt it up.

The title is "The Investigation".

Olof-Petter OEstlund
t89opo@tdb.uu.se

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 08:39:03 GMT
From: dstein@julia.math.ucla.edu (David Stein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

>According to various people I have asked (French, Spanish, German and now
>Russian), Lem's works seem to stand up to translation very well (the
>translations from Polish to English have certainly faired well).  I have
>always marvelled at this.

Unfortunately not all translations of Lem's work into English are good.
For example _Solaris_ was translated via French, and the result is
mediocre.

Lem's star translator is Michael Kandel, and the jewel of his effort is
_Cyberiad_, a sort of a robotic fairy-tale book that is guaranteed to
delight both kids and scientists.  A lot of Lem's play with words and
meaning translates well into English and other European languages because
it is based on Latin and Greek roots.  However, Kandel manages to stand up
to Lem's magic even when it comes to Polish too, and that is quite a feat.

> Well, maybe it helps when you can't read the original to compare it
> against (neither can I, btw :-).
> 
> Seriously, though, Lem is usually published by "serious" publishers in
> Germany, who probably pay their translators more.
> 
> Is there anybody out there who can compare the quality of the originals
> against those of translations?  Somebody from Poland, maybe?

I read very little of Lem in Polish, but a lot in Czech, a language so
close to Polish that almost everything translates naturally (with some
effort, I can read written Polish decently).

To get a glimpse of how good Lem is, read _Cyberiad_ in English; this
translation comes close to Lem's original.

David

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 05:04:06 GMT
From: branderr@cuug.ab.ca (Roy Brander)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sime/Gen Universe

I enjoyed these, though I agree that the authors had a nasty tendency to
invent new psychic powers for the "channels" especially, seemingly at whim
and without reason, in the later books.

I also wonder where the series and its fandom have gone.  Some of the books
mention at least two fanzines.  I was going to write in to at least one,
but the reference was years old and I noticed there were no new books.

My reason for writing was that I hauled out a spreadsheet and proved that
only the most miniscule number of Simes could possibly exist in the
predatory, old-South-plantation culture the Simes had before the good guys
taught them coexistence.  I'd be glad to toss out some figures if people
are interested or feel like a debate.  In short, a half page of simple
arithmetic was all that was needed to prove that the culture was so
expensive as to be laughably impossible.

But, heck, I enjoyed the books anyway...

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 19:23:38 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sime/Gen Universe

randerr@cuug.ab.ca (Roy Brander):
>I also wonder where the series and its fandom have gone...

The two questions have much the same answer.  New books stopped appearing
when sales declined to the point where the publisher wouldn't buy them -
and the fandom declined considerably when new books stopped appearing.  (It
still exists, I believe, as there was a Lichtenberg "birds of a feather"
meeting listed in the last Worldcon schedule.)

>My reason for writing was that I hauled out a spreadsheet and proved that
>only the most miniscule number of Simes could possibly exist in the
>predatory, old-South-plantation culture the Simes had...

My first encounter with Sime/Gen fandom came about the same way: The
numbers just didn't add up for a subspecies that required the lives of
twelve mature humans a year to survive.  There are two answers.  The
hand-waving one is that Sime life-expectancy after Changeover was *very*
short.  The real answer, of course, is that some authors work out these
niggling details and some just use numbers that feel good.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 08:32:49 GMT
From: burns@latcs2.lat.oz.au (Jonathan Burns)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sime/Gen Universe

bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris) writes:
>In addition, there was a rather notable lack of sexual relations among the
>characters in the first book (or maybe two) - this was rectified later on
>in the series, where inter-personal relationships were broadened a bit.
>
>I'd say it is at least as sexual as Rice's vampire stories.  YMMV.

The Sime/Gen series involves one remarkable move; the discovery of a new
way to write about sexual issues - trust, fidelity, repression, family,
love, without writing about sex. And when a climax is required, write about
electromagnetic induction instead.

Although the writing is nothing special, the series stands out as an
example of the story that could just about _only_ be written as SF.

Jonathan Burns
Computer Science Dept 
La Trobe University   
burns@latcs1.lat.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 20:13:46 GMT
From: spring@ece.arizona.edu (Christopher Spring)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _DIAMOND_MASK_ is out!  <finally>

After much waiting, delay, brooding, suspense, and anticipation, Julian
May's _Diamond_Mask_ has finally reached Tucson, Arizona!  Rejoice.  If it
made it here, it should be just about everywhere else, so feel free to
storm your local bookseller immediately.  If you don't find it with the SF
hardcovers, check the general fiction hardcovers; there are no dragons or
starships on the cover, just a woman's face partially obscured by the text
and graphics, so some booksellers may become confused by this jarring fact.
Run, do not walk; this is the Good Stuff.

   Type of Material: Book
     LC Call Number: PS3563.A942 D53 1994
             Author: May, Julian.
              Title: Diamond mask : a novel / by Julian May.
            Edition: 1st ed.
   Publication Info: New York : Knopf, 1994.
        Series Name: Galactic milieu trilogy ; v. 2
           Subjects: Science fiction.
 Other Series Names: May, Julian. Galactic milieu trilogy ; v. 2.
     LC Card Number:    93037802
               ISBN: 0-679-43310-4 : $22.00

So.  When's _Magnificat_ coming out? :) _Then_ I'll be able to perish in
happiness.  So much for research this weekend.

Christopher Spring 
spring@helios.ece.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 05:23:30 GMT
From: hsu@peregrine.cs.jhu.edu (William Henry Hsu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _DIAMOND_MASK_ is out!  <finally>

Christopher Spring <spring@ece.arizona.edu> wrote:

>SF hardcovers, check the general fiction hardcovers; there are no dragons
>or starships on the cover, just a woman's face partially obscured by the
>text and graphics, so some booksellers may become confused by this

   You mean you actually GOT it?  I hear the word in Boston is that it's
still on order, due next week.  Long reservation lists are forming,
possibly to become waiting lists, so do not delay!

   I hear this book outshines /Jack the Bodiless/ considerably, which is
saying a lot!  It's interesting how the second book of a trilogy
(especially one whose books were titled in 1984) can elicit such a Pavolian
(oops, Pavlovian - sorry, saliva on my keyboard) response!  :-)

William H. Hsu
Department of Computer Science
University of Illinois at U-C 
bhsu@cs.uiuc.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 15:16:47 GMT
From: mcgregoa@cognos.com (Alayne McGregor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DEERSKIN by Robin McKinley

			DEERSKIN by Robin McKinley
			reviewed by Alayne McGregor

   Think back 40 years: who were the acknowledged writers of fantasy?
Tolkien, Lewis, Lovecraft, MacDonald, Machen, Pratt, de Camp, Leiber: men
all, with the valiant exception of C.L. Moore.

   Then came Andre Norton and Ursula Le Guin, Susan Cooper and Diana Wynne
Jones, Katherine Kurtz and Marion Zimmer Bradley, and the balance shifted.
But, if you read earlier books by these authors, you could understand how
Alice Mary Norton could call herself Andre, without almost anyone
realizing.  It wasn't until books like Norton's _The Year of the Unicorn_,
Bradley's _The Shattered Chain_, or LeGuin's _Tehanu_ that fantasy could be
said to have an explicitly female viewpoint.

   With _Deerskin_, Robin McKinley has carried this process one step
further. She has written a book that, while accessible to both sexes, would
not be written by a man. The themes of violation, survival, redemption, and
love are as true for men as for women, but the story itself has a
specifically female resonance.

   Which means that men should read it. You might learn something about the
other solitude.

   _Deerskin_ is actually based on a fairytale by French writer Charles
Perrault.  Perrault's story, _Donkeyskin_, is usually presented in a
bowdlerized form, if at all, because of its subject matter. It begins with
a queen, the loveliest woman in seven kingdoms, and the king who wooed and
won her, and their enduring love. They have only one child, a daughter.

   But, after many years, the queen sickens and dies. On her deathbed, she
makes the king promise to not to marry again unless he can find a woman as
lovely as she was. After her death, the king is mad with grief for many
months. Then, at a court event, he realizes that his daughter is growing up
to be as lovely as her mother.

   McKinley has shown extraordinary skill in handling the difficult subject
matter of this book.  She never exploits the emotions inherent in her
scenes or crosses into bathos.  And she balances it very well: this is not
a grim book despite its grim plot. The scenes with the puppies and on the
road shine with hope and joy, contrasting well with the fearsome court
scenes in the first few chapters.

   _Deerskin_ takes an old story and an old story form and makes it new and
compelling. This is one of the best fantasies of the last few years: an
tale of bravery and endurance that deserves to be read.

Title:      Deerskin
Author:     Robin McKinley
City:       New York
Date:       June 1993
Publisher:  Ace
Comments:   hardback, US$17.95, CDN$22.50
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-14226-5
Pages:      309pp

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 20:20:35 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _The Magic Engineer_, by L.E. Modesitt, Jr.

_Engineer_ is the third book by Modesitt about the isle of Recluce, a haven
of black (Order) magicians.  As with the previous two books (_The Magic of
Recluce_ and _The Towers of Sunset_), it is a very enjoyable book - better
in many ways, in fact, because Modesitt is becoming a better writer.

_Recluce_ concerned a young Order magician being forced to go out on a
dangergeld - a temporary exile from Recluce while he learned who and what
he was.  _Towers_ concerned the founding of Recluce.  _Engineer_ takes
place several centuries (around five, I think) after _Towers_ ends, and
concerns a young Order magician (not very strong, in his own opinion) who
wants to *build* things.  *Machines*, which run on steam, or other forms of
power.  The problem is that any machine, being complex, invites Chaos,
which is exactly what the founders of Recluce didn't want.  More, engines,
such as steam engines, *must* use Chaos (the burning of wood or coal to
heat the steam if a form of Chaos), and, again, the masters of Recluce
cannot have that.

So our hero, and two companions, are sent off on what is obviously a
dangergeld, even if it is not called that (apparantly, that term does not
come into play for a couple more centuries), while they discover who and
what they are, and whether or not they can fit into Recluce.

For a lot of reasons, I kept being reminded of Card's _Prentice Alvin_
while I was reading this - our hero becomes a smith, and is a magician;
those are two obvious examples.  But where Card has been taking many books,
and telling a religious story, Modesitt is just telling a story, and tells
it very well (although, like _Towers_, it is told in the present tense,
which takes some getting used to).

The book also took me somewhat by surprise, in that it didn't cover
something I thought it would.  Happilly, this means that Modesitt probably
has at least one moe Recluce story to tell, which would be between this one
and _Recluce_.  I hope so, and I am almost too impatient to wait.

I recently read _Five Hundred Years After_, and my comment about it was
that, although it was a good story, it was not one I was likely to read
agin.  _Engineer_ is, however.  I enjoyed reading it, and time just flew by
(well, it probably helped that I was at home, sick :)).  I have absolutely
no qualms about having bought it in hardcover, and can easily recommend it.
Even if you've never read any of the other Recluce books by Modesitt, it
would be a worthwhile read (although I do strongly recommend getting the
other two books, as well; _Recluce_ is a "funner" story than _Towers_, but
they're both quite good).

If I were to rate the book on a -5 to +5 scale, I'd give it a +4.  Go get
it.

Title:      _The Magic Engineer_
Author:     L.E. Modesitt, Jr.
Order Info: ISBN 0-312-85570-2
Comments:   Hardcover, $23.95 US
Pages:      510 pp

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 12:12:08 GMT
From: tgg@hplb.hpl.hp.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: AKA Cordwainer Smith

Scott Linn (slinn@ccd.harris.com) wrote:
>What other books did Paul Linebarger write?  I think I pretty much have
>the complete corpus of his Cordwainer Smith books, but I believe he also
>wrote under the name - Felix C. Forrest - and maybe under another name as
>well.

From memory, "Atomsk", "Ria", and "Carola", all written in the 40's. 

Tom Gardner
Hewlett Packard Laboratories
Filton Rd, 
Stoke Gifford, Bristol, Avon, BS12 6QZ, England
tgg@hplb.hpl.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 03:18:35 GMT
From: jboston@delphi.com (John Boston)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Looking for Info on Cordwainer Smith

legion@werple.apana.org.au writes:
> I haven't been able to find any good information on Smith/Lindbarger, so
> if anyone can point me in the direction of some good reference material,
> or who has some personal knowledge about Smith that they can pass on, I'd
> be most grateful.  Additionally, can anyone shed any light on one of
> Smith's supposed pseudonyms "Kirk Allen"?

"Kirk Allen" is not a pseudonym of Paul Linebarger/Cordwainer Smith, at
least not in the usual sense.  He is the name given to the subject of one
episode in THE FIFTY-MINUTE HOUR, a book of pop psychiatric case histories
by Robert Lindner (Rinehart 1955; no idea if it's currently in print).
"Allen" had systematic delusions of a science fictional character.  It has
been alleged that Allen was actually Linebarger.  I don't remember who
alleged it and I have no idea whether it's true.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Moorcock (2 msgs) & Niven (5 msgs) &
                       Rawn (4 msgs) & Stephenson (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 11:00:40 GMT
From: monaghan@zanskar.avc.ucl.ac.uk (N.O. Monaghan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Moorcock, Georges Dumezil, Le Borgne et Le Manchot

While re-reading sone of Michael Moorcock's earlier works (The Books of
Corum) I was intrigued by a similarity between Moorcock's depiction of the
Lost Gods and one of Georges Dumezil's theories regarding an Indo-European
tradition, viz., that of Le Borgne and Le Manchot.

Georges Dumezil (vide _"Le Borgne" and "Le Manchot": The State of the
Problem_ in _Myth in Indo-European Antiquity_, edited by Larson, for
example) saw Le Borgne (The one-eyed man) and Le Manchot (The one-armed
man) as being figures whose antecedents stretch back to Indo-European
antiquity. The two base examples which Dumezil uses are:

   (1) The Norse mythology with Odin as the one-eyed sorceror who
   deliberately deprived himself of an eye to gain secret
   knowledge; and Tyr who acts as a judicial figure who loses his
   hand through perjury.

   (2) The Roman legend of Horatius the one-eyed who used the
   magical influence of his remaining eye to terrify the enemy;
   and Mucius the Lefthanded who deliberately burnt his right
   hand in the brzier of Porsenna in support of a lie.

Dumezil argues that these two cases are linked by a common heritage, noting
that Odin/Tyr and Horatius/Mucius are of the same hierarchical level within
the pairs; that these are the only mutilated figures in the respective
mythologies and that the mutilations are the same; and finally that the
sacrifice of the hand by both Tyr and Mucius Scaevola is in order to make
an enemy believe a false statement.

Dumezil also brings a Parsi myth which involves Jamshid drawing a corpse
out of the body of the horse Ahriman but loosing his hand in the process
and uses it as an example of a hand being lost through a breach of word.

N.b. There is almost certainly more recent scholarship with regard to this
theory.

In Michael Moocock's Books of Corum (The first trilogy concerning the
manifesttaion of the Eternal Champion as Corum - i.e. the Swords Trilogy -
The Knight of the Swords (1971), The Queen of the Swords (1971), and The
King of the Swords (1971)), the hero, Corum, gains the use of the hand of
Kwll and the Eye of Rhynn as somewhat frightening prostheses with
supernatural powers.

Kwll and Rhynn, the Lost Gods, are brothers who fought and in fighting each
lost a part of their body. As Jhary-a-Conel says in The King of the Swords,
"You forgot your vows to each other - the sole vows that you would ever
consider obeying..."

The similiarity between Kwll/Rhynn matches the examples of Dumezil (equal
figures; the same mutilations; and the breach of a promise).

My basic question is: did Michael Moorcock know of and deliberately use the
theories of Dumezil as a source for Kwll/Rhynn, or is it simply a
coincidence? And if the latter, what are the implications for the
comparative study of Indo-European mythology and traditions?

N.O. Monaghan
 monaghan@zanskar.avc.ucl.ac.uk
monaghan@lingua.cltr.uq.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 00:40:08 GMT
From: csc8aaa@sun060.leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Moorcock, Georges Dumezil, Le Borgne et Le Manchot

N.O. Monaghan (monaghan@zanskar.avc.ucl.ac.uk) wrote:
>My basic question is: did Michael Moorcock know of and deliberately use
>the theories of Dumezil as a source for Kwll/Rhynn, or is it simply a
>coincidence? And if the latter, what are the implications for the
>comparative study of Indo-European mythology and traditions?

Moorcock almost always knew where his myths were coming from. He was using
and reusing any and all mythology he could get his hands on, particularly
in the Corum books, the second set of which is an unusual take on the
Celtic mythos. If you're interested in Moorcock from the lit. crit. POV
then I'd suggest getting hold of:

The Entropy Exhibition by Colin Greenland
(A revised version of CGs PhD thesis - about New Worlds, Moorcock, Aldiss,
Ballard and the New Wave in general.)

Michael Moorcock: Death is No Obstacle by Colin Greenland
(A set of interviews with MM by CG in which MM reveals the way to write a
fantasy book - split a 60000 word book into four 15000 word parts each of
three chapters. An incident must happen every three pages to keep the
reader engrossed.)

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 18:00:13 GMT
From: abb3w@fulton.seas.virginia.edu (Arthur Bernard Byrne)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: Niven's _Crashlander_

   Review of Larry Niven's latest collection in Known Space: _Crashlander_,
the stories of Beowulf Shaeffer.
   I recently stumbled across this in the local bookstore, and read through
it on the spot. I'll try to keep major spoilers out of this, but there is a
minor one.
   To begin with, there's not that much new material. It does nicely put
all of the Beowulf Shaeffer material under one cover.  It does add a new
story. It (pretty much) confirms Louis Wu's being Carlos's kid, and
explains why he spent enough time on Home to be considered a colonist.
   On the down side, the new story is just a little more confusing than
Niven's earlier, elegant work. He seems to spend a lot of time at playing
head games, and having characters play head-games, which gets effing
confusing. Niven seems to be building up to the long rumored _Down in
Flames_, since at the end, as Beowulf Schaeffer is being put into cold
sleep, he wonders whose face he'll see on waking up. A Pak protector,
anyone?
   Still, I think Niven is slipping a bit... or more than a bit.  Maybe he
can get a good catharsis out of blowing up his universe, and come up with a
good story. If only he would spend a little more time explaining things,
instead of making such abrupt jumps... Yes, Larry, writing genius
characters is *hard*, but you also need to make them understandable. Isn't
that what SF is about, making the alien to be understandable?
   Anyway, I'd recommend picking it up to any serious Niven fan, or anyone
who hasn't tried his work before (*is* there anyone?), as it's better than
most of the new dreck out there, and puts all of the Schaeffer short
stories under one cover, with a neat story line between them. For those of
you who aren't serious fans, and have seen the old material, you may just
want to look at the new connecting material and the new story in the
bookstore, maybe an hour's time.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 15:13:22 GMT
From: phillips@stsci.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Niven:  "Down In Flames" won't happen

> Niven seems to be building up to the long rumored _Down in Flames_, 

   This seems much less likely than it did a few years ago, since many plot
elements in the "Man-Kzin Wars" books makes "Down In Flames" quite
implausible (although only one of the stories in Man-Kzin Wars was written
by Niven, he has been quoted as saying that the events in Man-Kzin Wars are
canon).

***Man-Kzin Wars Spoilers***

   In one of the books, a Slaver Ship complete with Slaver and several
slave species is discovered, in stasis, at the core of a small asteroid
around Alpha Centauri - the Slaver ship had been in stasis so long that
asteroidal material had congealed around it.  The whole process of
enslavement from the point of view of the slave is even more chilling than
I thought, since it had only been hinted at in previous Slaver appearances.
   In another book, we meet a Tnuctipun, the chief antagonist of the
Slavers in the billion-year-ago war, also from a stasised ship.  We also
find out that Tnuctipun aren't nice guys either ("Alien" in Tnuctipun
translates literally as "food that talks").
   I believe it's also implied that Kzinti were deliberately evolved to be
pathological towards Slavers - apparently, an un-stasised Slaver was
encountered early in Kzinti space history, and it frightened the priests so
much that they instigated a breeding program for aggressiveness.

Jim Phillips
phillips@kepler.stsci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 19:49:16 GMT
From: ckd@kei.com (Christopher Davis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: REVIEW: Niven's _Crashlander_

Two continuity nits in _Crashlander_ (non-spoilers):

1) It's not in the "Known Space" list in the front of the book (before the
   title page).  Okay, okay, a REALLY minor nit...

2) In "Procrustes" the Kzin and Trinocs are mentioned as enemies.  However,
   the Trinoc-Human first contact *had* to be later, since Louis was a
   little young to be flying a singleship...

Christopher Davis
ckd@kei.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 17:56:55 GMT
From: JEK133@psuvm.psu.edu (Josh Kaderlan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: "Down In Flames" won't happen

>This seems much less likely than it did a few years ago, since many plot
>elements in the "Man-Kzin Wars" books makes "Down In Flames" quite
>implausible

Not only that, but Ringworld pretty much makes "Down in Flames" *really*
implausible.  The assumptions made in *Ringworld* go totally against those
for "Down in Flames."  And Niven said (in either "Playgrounds..." or
"N-Space") that "Down in Flames" is defunct.  On with the show...

Josh

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 21:50:35 GMT
From: jfc@athena.mit.edu (John F Carr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven:  "Down In Flames" won't happen

On the other hand, even without the Man-Kzin wars series _Down In Flames_
requires some alteration of history ("that's what it looked like, but it
was really a fake").

** minor _Crashlander_ spoiler **

The narrative surrounding "Neutron Star" in _Crashlander_ implies we can't
depend on acccuracy in that story.  Maybe some other stories are wrong too?
I think _Down In Flames_ is still possible if Niven really wants to do it.

John Carr
jfc@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 10:30:29 GMT
From: rtom@swell.actrix.gen.nz (Richard Tom)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Melanie Rawn

Just finished The Dragon Token.  Is there any book after this? I heard
something about Sky Bowl, can someone please verify this. 

Thanks.

R.Tom

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 13:32:25 GMT
From: dn1g+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dawn Marie Neuhart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

Yup, there are more.  I believe that Stronghold is next (although I'm not
sure.), and Skybowl just recently came out.  (I'm sure of this, cause I
just finished reading it yesterday :-).  Skybowl is pretty good, a bit
drawn out at times, but I loved it just the same.  I got Skybowl in Walden
books here in Pgh, and I saw it in B.Dalton's as well, so I'm sure you can
pick it up at just about any bookstore there.

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 22:21:09 GMT
From: guest@nntpxfer.psi.com (Randy Goldberg, MS97, New York Med)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

The sequence is:
   Dragon Prince
   The Star Scroll
   Sunrunner's Fire

   Stronghold
   The Dragon Token
   Skybowl

Melanie says there will, eventually, be more books in this world, but she
"needs a break."

Randy Goldberg
New York Medical College

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 00:13:11 GMT
From: jean@noao.edu (Jean Goodrich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

The story I heard is that Melanie Rawn is basically done (for now) with the
world of The Dragon Prince. She's moving on to new material.  However, she
is considering writing about Jehan/Rislyn's generation sometime in the
distant future.

We'll just have to wait, and enjoy the new stuff as it comes, I guess...

Jean

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 20:54:36 GMT
From: kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Neal Stephenson's The Big U

If you look in the author's bio in the back of Snowcrash you'll find
references to two earlier novels by Neal Stephenson. One of these, The Big
U, came out in 1984 and "sank without trace".

It shouldn't have. I discovered a copy in a second hand store while killing
time before a job interview last week; I don't know yet if I got the job,
but the book was well worth the time investment. It's a much more tightly
constructed novel than Snowcrash, being set entirely on the campus of the
American Mega-university over the course of a single academic year. Despite
some problems in its narrative style - Stephenson uses an awkward
combination of eye-of-god and first person perspectives, having the entire
story ostensibly told after the fact by one of the protagonists but still
giving us full knowledge of other characters' private thoughts, even though
a lot of them don't survive to tell the narrator about them - it's a great
read.

A campus novel in which numerous characters die. This should already give
you some idea of the accelerated insanity this book inflicts on its chosen
material, and if you'd rather not encounter more specific plot details,
stop right here. For those still with me: what Stephenson does is collapse
the various familiar elements of an American university campus into a
single monolithic geography, a vast building called the megaplex. All the
dorms, departments, teaching space, sports facilities and support staff
coexist here, uneasily as the novel opens and in open warfare by the last
chapter. And that's not hyperbole. One of the great entertainments of this
book is that it doesn't hold back - however far you can imagine the idea of
a ghetto-ized, self-destructing university being takem it's likely
Stephenson will go you one better.

This holds true for characters as well as for plot. The beloved archetypes
of warring room-mates, fraternity jocks, computer geniuses and physics
nerds all find their ultimate expression here. My personal favorite is Fred
Fine, leader of the local version of a D&D club. Fred believes the megaplex
is actually a multi-dimensional generation ship launched centuries ago as
the last hope of a dying civilisation. Only Fred, or Klystron the impaler
as he prefers to be known, can save the world from a fatal collapse of the
boundary between fantasy and science. When rebel Crotobaltislavonians
infiltrate the illegal nuclear waste dump under the megaplex and hold the
campus hostage, using mutant giant rats as guard dogs, Fred's delusions
suddenly look a lot closer to reality than reality does.

Stephenson writes hard up against the average reader's inference limit,
which is to say he gives you very close to zero backstory and forces you to
work out what the hell is happening as you go along. This becomes
exhilirating as you adjust to it - American MegaU is so loosely bound by
the laws of plausibility that figuring out its limits is like speed skating
on a mercury ice; there's very little to hold you back. Why The Big U
hasn't been re-issued yet, given Snowcrash's enormous success, is anyone's
guess. It will be soon, bank on it.

Justine Kingsbury

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 02:13:13 GMT
From: jlr@world.std.com (John L Redford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neal Stephenson's The Big U

Yes, a fun book!  It's got the same over-the-top quality as "Snowcrash".
It was cursed with a cheesy cover, though, which looked like something from
Mad magazine.  Also look for "Zodiac", his second novel, which is more
restrained than the other two but has a fine mean streak in it.

John Redford
jlr@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 04:30:15 GMT
From: katie@physics2.rutgers.edu (Katie Schwarz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neal Stephenson's The Big U

Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley <rcrowley@zso.dec.com> wrote:
>I hope you're right, but I wouldn't put any money on it.  When Stephenson
>was at UBS signing books, I asked if he knew where I could find a copy of
>The Big U (I already had Zodiac and, of course, Snow Crash).  His response
>was along the lines of, "Don't bother; it's terrible."
>
>If the author feels this way about a book, I question the likelihood of it
>ever seeing the light of day (again).

Gee, I don't see what Stephenson could have against Big U. At least the
first half of it (the fall semester) is a little gem of satire, and has a
lot in common with Snow Crash: Stephenson is a sharp observer of society
and a vicious parodist. He brings so much detail and insight to the
characters that the usually hackneyed territory of nerds, student
government types, wargamers, bureaucrats, weaselly adminstrators, etc.  all
seems fresh and devastatingly funny. The second half quickly got just
silly, but the whole scene was so entertainingly recognizable that I could
forgive the lack of coherent story.

Katie

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 15:15:45 GMT
From: CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu (The Fool Eternal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neal Stephenson's The Big U

Stephenson is at least partially right. _The Big U_ has a lot of great
ideas and riffs careening about its congested interior, but the book needs
serious editing and revision. It really feels someone's first book. I think
that Stephenson had the misfortune to get as his first editor, some putz
who was too dumb to actually *edit* his work, and help him hack _The Big U_
into a really great book.
   I know a lot of people who love the book here at PSU (for obvious
reasons, if you've ever read the book), even though there probably has been
only one copy to ever make it's way through town.

Which brings me to the question of "who publishes a first-time author in a
*trade paperback* edition?" Gah.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 21 Mar 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 200

Today's Topics:

	    Books - Watt-Evans & Weber (7 msgs) & Agnus Wells &
                    Tad Williams (6 msgs) & Wolfe

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 06:36:08 GMT
From: wattevans@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lawrence Watt-Evans _Out of this World_

THE LURE OF THE BASILISK was my first novel, first professional fiction
sale.
 
And yeah, it was fairly dark.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 03:31:31 GMT
From: rancke@diku.dk (Hans Rancke-Madsen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Weber: Honor Harrington

I enjoyed the first two books, but I thought Weber promoted HH much too
fast. Everyone from Forester over Kent, Pope, and O'Brien to Anderson and
Chandler knows that the higher the rank of the hero, the tougher to involve
them personally in a good plot. Not that it can't be done (and I gather
from these postings that Weber does that in the third book), but it's
easier with more junior ship commanders. The higher up, the more distanced
they are from the action in a way. (The other problem is that successful
Royal Navy captains get their subordinates promoted out under them; I began
losing faith in Dudley Pope when several of his hero's lieutenants refused
promotions "because they felt they could learn more by staying with
Ramage").

Hans Rancke
University of Copenhagen
rancke@diku.dk

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 20:38:22 GMT
From: wolfone@dumbo.cc.utexas.edu (no one of consequence)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Weber: Honor Harrington

I've enjoyed all three novels. The third is certainly faster paced. :)

MinorNit: I get the impression that it's possible to transfer small craft
from ship to ship while in hyperspace. I wish they went into more detail
about that. :)

>>What I didn't like about the third one was that it is too precisely set
>>up for a sequel.
>
>The truly alarming thing is that if the historical parallel is followed
>exactly we are being set up for twenty five years of war.

Just so long as the Committee of Public Safety is not toppled by a military
coup of some type. Especially if the leader is named 'Leon Naples' or
something by Weber. I'm probably skipping some events in the history of
France at that time though so something else might happen before that.

>>First we had Young setting up Honor with what's-his-name, the diplomat's
>>relative.  But nothing happened with that.
>Sometimes things don't.  I assume that Commander Houseman got killed along
>with his Admiral.

He could have gotten into an escape pod - no, wait. Not enough time...
unless he ran away before the missiles hit.

>>Second, this book ends with her just starting out on a mission - the
>>other two ended with the mission.  Very nicely wrapped up, I thought, for
>>each.
>
>>Third, the mission she will be starting on is escorting Young to his
>>court martial.
>
>This is not much of a mission: Courteously throw him in the brig for a
>couple of weeks while she goes home.  He will hate her guts, but he
>already hates her guts.  She will have to give evidence at the court
>martial, but as a participant that will be the limit of her participation.
>The court martial will be a political circus, particularly about whether
>to enforce the death penalty, but that will not be Honor's problem.

I vote to hang the bastard... 

Hmm... maybe the Republic will take Basilisk and try a two pronged attack
down the wormhole junction. I mean, there's effectively a purge going on in
the Republic but they might try it 'to end the war' or something..

Or maybe Manticore will try to liberate planets taken by the Republic and
get into trouble. No wait, I'm getting this series mixed up with Legend of
the Galactic Heroes.. :)

Patrick Chester
wolfone@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 21:55:07 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Weber: Honor Harrington

SPOILERS

Hans Rancke-Madsen (rancke@diku.dk) wrote:
>(The other problem is that successful Royal Navy captains get their
>subordinates promoted out under them; I began losing faith in Dudley Pope
>when several of his hero's lieutenants refused promotions "because they
>felt they could learn more by staying with Ramage").

*snicker* In _The Short Victorious War_, Mike explicitly tells Honor she
expects great things as Honor's subordinate.  Why?  Because all of her
previous immediate subordinates got ships of their own after Honor got
another promotion.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 06:02:02 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Weber: Honor Harrington

wolfone@dumbo.cc.utexas.edu (no one of consequence) writes:
>Or maybe Manticore will try to liberate planets taken by the Republic and
>get into trouble. No wait, I'm getting this series mixed up with Legend of
>the Galactic Heroes.. :)

That is exactly what happened at the start of the Revolutionary War.  (For
planets read Britany and Toulon...)

Fortunately Weber can not carry the parallels too far, since there is no
analog to the land war that Napoleon excelled at; naval war is all
important.  On the other hand, the RoH's fleet is far more experienced and
much more dangerous than France's ever was.

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 19:30:14 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Weber: Honor Harrington

rancke@diku.dk (Hans Rancke-Madsen):
>I thought Weber promoted HH much too fast. Everyone from Forester over
>Kent, Pope, and O'Brien to Anderson and Chandler knows that the higher the
>rank of the hero, the tougher to involve them personally in a good plot.

Add to this the need to give HH the limelight.  Weber solves the dual
problem by bumping off all her superiors, so promoting her is simply
self-defense.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 00:00:23 GMT
From: jazz@hal.com (Jason Zions)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Weber: Honor Harrington

SPOILER

She doesn't get promoted this time, and she didn't get her ship shot out
from under her; it seemed quite repairable. On the other hand, she got it
straight from the builder's yard, so I suppose they're kind of annoyed at
getting it back broken.

Anyway, RMN muckety-mucks acknowledge (a) she's being fast-tracked, and (b)
she needs more seasoning.

Best thing about it: Honor finally gets laid, and the book dwells almost
not at all on it. She builds a regular relationship with a regular person,
and all we get to see is how her interactions with others change. Rather
more subtle than usually happens here.

Next book is to be entitled "Field of Dishonor"; should prove interesting.

At least I'm not the only one who rather likes these...

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 03:50:55 GMT
From: an74191@anon.penet.fi (ShadowMist)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Short Victorious War

It seems people have been posting reviews of this book, the third in David
Weber's Honor Harrington novels... And I seem to have missed them all!
      
I would appreciate it, if someone would please post/repost review(s) of it.
      
Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 14:13:15 GMT
From: jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Agnus Wells

Amy Rebecca Ewing <barmiyan@wam.umd.edu> writes:
>Anybody read any fantasy series by Agnus Wells? I saw two trilogies in the
>bookstore and I'd like to know how they rate. I'd appreciate any opinions.

I read The Kingdom (Wrath of Ashar, The Usurper, The Way Beneath).  The
first two were ok (not great, but they were readable) but the last one was
a snorer (a lousy way to end a series).  I didn't think enough of the
series to bother with any of his other books...

Jim Lahue
Power Personal Systems, IBM
jlahue@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 02:02:49 GMT
From: Scott_Davies@kcbbs.gen.nz (Scott Davies)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

Well, the original message for this subject had all ready vanished by the
time I saw it, so I guess I'll just flow along with the people before this.
I thought all three books of Memory, Sorrow and Thorn were roughly on the
same level of achievement. In TGAT he did tend to overwrite and it was a
bit tough going if you weren't hooked by then. I thought the climax in the
wtower was a bit downbeat, and I was hoping Simon might at least _fight_
the bad guy [Ineluki]. But no, we get all this circumspect stuff about
things not really concluding, there never really being a clear-cut sense of
evil and good. It sort of reminds you of what Clint Eastwood set out to do
when he made "Unforgiven": demystify a field of fiction. Only in this case,
instead of an unromantic western, we get a story without a standard fantasy
stalwart, the theme of good versus evil, used by Stephen Donaldson,
Tolkien, Eddings and most mainstream authors.

But I liked it.  Who the hell can write a perfect book? Does anyone out
there want to talk about the backgrounds, etc. of Osten Ard? Of course,
every reader probably knows that Tad Williams set out to create a parallel
world in which to place his characters. The Erkynlanders bear a heavy
resemblance to feudal medieval England, the Qanuc to Eskimos, Nabban a
diminished Rome which gave rise to the Church. As to his melding of the
Sithi into all this - I'd like to hear what others think.  It's my opinion
that he just borrowed a central idea off Tolkien, like Terry Brooks and
many mediocre authors of today. Of course Professor Tolkien was not an
original storyteller himself, stitching together pieces of Norse myth and
the feeling of a hero-ballad into something admittedly new.

Let's hear some views (sorry if I detracted from the topic).

Scott Davies

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 03:44:46 GMT
From: aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sri Ramkrishna)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

Scott_Davies@kcbbs.gen.nz (Scott Davies) writes:
>But I liked it. Who the hell can write a perfect book? Does anyone out
>there want to talk about the backgrounds, etc. of Osten Ard? Of course,
>every reader probably knows that Tad Williams set out to create a parallel
>world in which to place his characters. The Erkynlanders bear a heavy
>resemblance to feudal medieval England, the Qanuc to Eskimos,

You're definitely right there, Erkynlanders do bear a great resemblance to
England.  The Riversman people are probably Norseman.  They seem to act
just like them.  Considering they had boats and all that.

>Nabban a diminished Rome which gave rise to the Church. As to his

Hey borrowed a lot of stuff from the Arthurian legends.  Take a good look
at the relationship between Camaris and John and that whole story.  You
will see what I mean.

>melding of the Sithi into all this - I'd like to hear what others think.
>It's my opinion that he just borrowed a central idea off Tolkien, like
>Terry Brooks and many mediocre authors of today. Of course Professor
>Tolkien was not an original storyteller himself, stitching together pieces
>of Norse myth and the feeling of a hero-ballad into something admittedly
>new.

Well in my opinion, the Sithi reminds me of the Irish fairies, the Sidhe.
I believe Williams in fact admitted that.  (If you want to argue with Tad
Williams he's hooked on Genie and pretty much hooked on email. :-) Also he
seems to have borrowed a lot from Dungeons and Dragons.  Remember the Dark
Elves from there, it relates to the two families of sithi?  In my opinion,
he seems to have borrowed more from the Celts than any place else.

I thought the story was written very well.  I dont' really care if he
borrowed from one person or other.  If it's written well, well that's all
that counts for me.  Admittedly, I'm not overly critical of books that I
read.

Sriram Ramkrishna
Purdue University Computing Center
General Consultant/Systems Operator
aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 08:13:34 GMT
From: jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sri Ramkrishna) writes:
>You're definitely right there, Erkynlanders do bear a great resemblance to
>England.  The Riversman people are probably Norseman.  They seem to act
>just like them.  Considering they had boats and all that.

Oh, the parallels are pretty obvious, on a superficial and national level.
Erkynland is England, the Rimmers are Norse, the Eskimos seem to be an
amalgam of peoples living up along the artic circle, the Nabbani are Roman,
the Wranmen seem to be either Egyptian or Sumerian of some sort...

Even the bloody days of the week and moths of the year were plagiarized - a
point I harped on at length some months ago.  I mean, did we have to create
a month structure where the twelfth month is Decander, implying that their
calendar, like ours, was diddled with in _exactly_ the same way as ours?

But, it's a minor nit, which is easily ignorable.

>Well in my opinion, the Sithi reminds me of the Irish fairies, the Sidhe.
>I believe Williams in fact admitted that.  (If you want to argue with Tad
>Williams he's hooked on Genie and pretty much hooked on email. :-) Also he
>seems to have borrowed a lot from Dungeons and Dragons.  Remember the Dark
>Elves from there, it relates to the two families of sithi?  In my opinion,
>he seems to have borrowed more from the Celts than any place else.

The Sithi seem to be taken from the legendary Sidhe as one source and
Tolkien as another.  (I begin to recognize Tolkien as a 'source' in the
same sense as I regard the Norse legends... :-)

I'll state, though, that I appreciate William's Sithi far more than I ever
did Tolkien's Elves.  I really get a sense of the alienness and age of the
Sithi that I never got as strongly from Tolkien.

John S. Novak, III      
jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu
jsn@camelot.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 16:31:32 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

Scott_Davies@kcbbs.gen.nz (Scott Davies) writes:
>As to his melding of the Sithi into all this - I'd like to hear what
>others think.  It's my opinion that he just borrowed a central idea off
>Tolkien, like Terry Brooks and many mediocre authors of today. Of course
>Professor Tolkien was not an original storyteller himself, stitching
>together pieces of Norse myth and the feeling of a hero-ballad into
>something admittedly new.

Hmm. I don't think Tolkien invented elves, you know :-) and there isn't all
that much in common between Tolkien elves and Sithi, when you start
comparing them, other than the fact that they're long lived and often
placed in forests and other wild places; not unreasonable if they both
worked from the common folklore background. The feel of them is quite
different.

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 02:39:32 GMT
From: smt0@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (STEFAN M. THIEME)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford) writes:
>Hmm. I don't think Tolkien invented elves, you know :-) and there isn't
>all that much in common between Tolkien elves and Sithi, when you start
>comparing them, other than the fact that they're long lived and often
>placed in forests and other wild places; not unreasonable if they both
>worked from the common folklore background. The feel of them is quite
>different.

Well, that and the whole concept of the land to the west, from which the
elves came.

Though I agree with another poster, TW's elves seemed properly alien (tho'
my brain, "rotted" :) by years of elf-quest, keeps thinking that they are
from another planet). Tolkien's elves seemed long-lived people with pointy
ears.  :)

smt0@lehigh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 04:07:34 GMT
From: mmartini@nobska.er.usgs.gov
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: To Green Angel Tower

   I am not a patient person, so I had to be hooked on Williams' whole
story to go through all of Green Angel Tower (it was good for two
cross-continental flights).  This may seem weird, but the whole time I was
reminded of the Deed of Paksenarrion, by Moon, but I ofund Moon's work to
be much deeper in terms of philosophy.  Williams was better, on the other
hand, at creating a _large number_ of fairly well developed characters.  I
don't know how he kept it all straight ;).
   As to cultural 'borrowing', I don't mind.  The act of recreating a
culture for a novel can be the subject of a who trilogy in of itself, and
as many have commented, Green Angel Tower is already quite long.

Marinna

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 15:44:02 GMT
From: myong@harp.aix.calpoly.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gene Wolfe is a stud.

   I'm about halfway through _Soldier of Arete_, and in between wishing I
knew more Greek mythology and resolving to name my firstborn son "Gene", I
find myself wondering if Wolfe will write another "Soldier" book.
Apparently, he's finishing off the Long Sun series right now, but does
anyone know what he plans for the future?

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 22 Mar 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 201

Today's Topics:

		      Television - Babylon 5 (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Mar 94 04:03:51 GMT
From: Aylott@world.std.com (Chris M Aylott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5: Derivative?

Woody Harper (woody@pinyon.libre.com) wrote:
>OK, I just saw "Mind War" and all I could think of during the episode was
>how similar it was to the Star Trek:TNG episode (I don't remember the
>title) where the Enterprise rescues this guy who has amnesia. Doctor
>Crusher falls in love with this guy who has amazing healing/psychic
>powers. The guy, it turns out, is evolving into the next phase of his
>species evolution and just needs the Enterprise folks to protect him until
>he is finished. The guy turns into a glowing energy being and floats off
>into space. Sound familiar?

Y'know, I'm starting to get tired of "gee, I've seen this plot before".
There ain't that many plots in fiction. It's been centuries since Homer and
Aristophanes and [jumping WAY ahead] Shakespeare and we're still talking
about the same issues of the human condition. When B5 or Trek or anything
else "repeats" another show's plot, I'm really not concerned (I AM
concerned when a series begins repeating shows it's done before - a sure
sign of failing creativity on the writers' parts). I'm a lot more
interested in the EXECUTION of the plot.

That rant aside, there's a key difference between "Mind War" and the Trek
episode ("Transfigurations", late third season and I'm rather fond of it)
you mentioned.

"Transfigurations" was an episode about a good alien who encounters the
Enterprise crew and is pursued by a bunch of bad aliens. He evolves while
Our Heroes look on with wonderment, and it's on to the next adventure.

"Mind War" is an episode about a good HUMAN who encounters the station crew
while being pursued by the bad HUMANS. (Except that the good human is an
admitted killer and the bad humans may well be protecting humanity from a
dangerous, soon-to-be godlike being. Not everything is as it seems, you
know...) He evolves while Our Heroes look on in wonderment. By the time the
good (now ex-)human has waved bye-bye, several of Our Heroes have some
disturbing (and not necessarily justified) suspicions about the very nature
of their society and another of Our Heroes has a new and possibly dangerous
(to her and others) ability.

The key moral to this is (updating Pogo) "We have met the enemy, and not
only is it us, but it has a P10 rating."

The side moral to this is: you might want to spend less time tracing plots
back to Star Trek (and if you do, why not put some effort in it and trace
them back to, say, Cicero, "Watchmen", "The Prisoner", "The Demolished Man"
and "The Stars My Destination" [the latter two by a certain Alfred Bester,
whose last name you might recognize] - if the farthest you can trace this
plot back is Trek, you're frankly illiterate), and more time THINKING about
them.

Chris Aylott

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 19:19:55 GMT
From: clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5: Derivative?

woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper) writes:
> OK, I just saw "Mind War" and all I could think of during the episode was
> how similar it was to the Star Trek:TNG episode (I don't remember the
> title) where the Enterprise rescues this guy who has amnesia. Doctor
> Crusher falls in love with this guy who has amazing healing/psychic
> powers. The guy, it turns out, is evolving into the next phase of his
> species evolution and just needs the Enterprise folks to protect him
> until he is finished. The guy turns into a glowing energy being and
> floats off into space. Sound familiar?

Yeah, except for:

1) Ironheart was the result of some pretty nasty genetic experiments,
   not "evolution."  Don't expect others to go with him.

2) The Psi-Corps were after Ironheart because they wanted to study him
   for military purposes, not becuase they were "afraid."

3) Ironheart never had amnesia and *killed* the only person who could
   duplicate the experiments. (He never wandered around B5, doing
   all of these amazing "miracles."  In fact, he nearly destroyed the 
   station.)

4) The ST:TNG episode never set up the fact that something seriously
   wrong was happening back home.  (The alien intended to go home and
   help the rest of his people evolve.)  We will undoubtedly see/hear
   more of the Psi-Corps and possibly Bester himself.  The Psi-Corp
   aren't the squeaky clean Feddies.

clark@daffy.csee.usf.edu
clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 22:54:23 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Mind War"

   A good episode.  I had higher expectations for this one, but it was
still good.  I don't think it will go down as a "great" episode though.

I.   Acting
II.  Plot
III. Writing
IV.  Graphics and Special Effects
V.   Music and Sound
VI.  Sets and Costuming

I. Sinclair:  Average.  I liked how he stood up to Bester and Kelsey
   though. 

   Ivanova :  Good.  Hates the Psi-Corps with a passion and you
              could tell.

   Garibaldi: Very Good.  Interactions with the Psi-Corps were well
              acted.

   G'Kar:     Excellent.  Wonderful speech to Sakai at the end.

   Winters:   Excellent.  Played the part of the distressed telepath
              quite well.  I especially like her acting while telling
              Sinclair why she was involved with Ironheart.

   Sakai:     Average.  Still has problems appearing convincing.

   Bester:    Excellent.  A frightening man to behold for sure.  He'll
              return that's for sure.

   Kelsey:    Good.  Nothing special.  Quite sadistic though.

   Ironheart: Average.  It was a difficult role to fill.  He seemed a bit
              too melodramatic for my tastes, but tolerable.

   Overall:   7.5

II. I liked the basic plot.  This episode gives a good sense of how the
    Psi-Corps fits into the story arc and gives us a premonition of things
    to come.  Talia is now a telekinetic and this will prove to be
    important later I imagine.  The arrogance of the Corps as well as
    everyone's distrust of telepaths made for a realistic treatment of
    telepathy.  I wasn't particularly fond of the way Ironheart became one
    with the universe, but I can live with it.  The greatest moment of the
    episode was G'Kar's speech to Sakai about the wonders of the universe.
    I was impressed that the aliens of Sigma-957 didn't turn out to be the
    giant space-wedgy of the week like on other shows.  I couldn't believe
    it when Bester said: "Be seeing you Commander".  It was a great tribute
    to The Prisoner.

    Overall:   9

III. The lines were decent, with a few memorable ones thrown in as well.

     Sinclair : " I don't care if you have direct orders from God complete
                  with stone tablets, I want answers and I want them now."

     Ivanova  : " What do you do in your spare time? Juggle babies over a
                  fire pit?"

     Garibaldi: " I don't like Psi-Cops nosing around.  There's something
                  creepy about 'em.  The way they look at you like you're
                  some kinda bug or something."

     G'Kar    : " I am both terrified and reassured to know that there are
                  still wonders in the universe; that we have not yet
                  explained everything."

     Winters  : " Do you know what it's like when Telepaths make love
                  Commander....it's the only moment in a telepath's life
                  when you no longer hear the voices.  He came to say
                  goodbye."

     Bester   : " Anatomically impossible Mr. Garibaldi, but you're welcome
                  to try.  Any time.  Any where."

     Kelsey   : " The procedure is not pleasant.  You may stay or leave as
                  you chose."

     Ironheart: " I look at you and I see not a man, but a galaxy of
                  sub-atomic particles which I can pull apart and rearrange
                  with a casual thought."

     Overall: 8.5

IV. The special FX were excellent.  There were more special FX in this
    episode than any other from what I could tell.  Sigma-957 looked great,
    as did all of the other stuff.  I especially enjoyed the shuttle scene.

    Overall: 10

V. I was really pleased with the music in this episode.  It gave a sense of
   foreboding that suited the theme of the episode quite nicely.  So far
   the only music I didn't like was for Infection.

   Overall: 9

VI. I liked the all-black Psi-Corps uniforms.  Everything else was pretty
    much the same great stuff we've been seeing for the last 5 episodes.

    Overall: 9

  OVERALL: 53/6=8.8

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 94 19:52:54 GMT
From: tweekco!51-5498%tardis@pacbell.pacbell.com (Yannick Lefebvre)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hello...

Has anybody watched Babylon-5 lately? Yesterday's episode had to two with
two men who established a cybernet between one of the men and Commander
Sinclair to try finding what happened during the 24 hours that Sinclair
blacked out during The wars of the Line. The only thing we found out was
that the Minbari ambassador from B-5 was a member of the grey counsel, a
high counsel of the Minbari during the great war. I wonder if we'll someday
find out how that war really ended, and why?

Yannick Lefebvre

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 94 21:42:51 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

bayern@isis.cshl.org (Shawn Bayern) writes:
>   My biggest complaint with "War Prayer" is that everything was a little
>too clear-cut.  Though it's almost nice to take a breather, considering
>the tremendous plot twists we're all expecting to experience, the plot of
>"War Prayer" was fairly predictable (we were never really given any
>suspects except for Roberts, and it was easy enough to figure out that he
>wasn't the attacker) and went along a very, very straight course.

   The only reason Roberts was a suspect is that he was probably turned in
by one of his co-workers who knew about his distaste for Aliens and there
was no real reason why any of the "shadow-men" would be well known enough
on the station to fall into the same situation.  What would be the point in
having numerous suspects.  On a station with 250,000 people it's not as if
Garibaldi can go looking for suspects, they pretty much have to be turned
in.

>Once we saw the recording of Malcolm speaking with Roberts, the rest of
>the episode just felt like one of those "quick wrap-ups" - a trap which
>Star Trek has fallen into and a trap which B5 will hopefully avoid.  I
>suppose that, from Ivanova's point of view, there was quite a significant
>"twist" in the plot, but from the point of view of the audience, the
>episode just seemed to lack anything interesting.

   I disagree.  If it hadn't been for the loyalty test, Sinclair and
Ivanova would have found out who those "friends in high places" really
were.  As it turns out they were only marginally successful in getting what
they wanted.  Malcolm's henchmen were a nice prize, but I think other
higher-ups were the ones Sinclair had really hoped to nail.  I'll even go
so far as to say that I think the EA President is a member of The
Homeguard.  Not as tightly wrapped up as you might think on casual
inspection.  The Homeguard will be back.

>   Nonetheless, "The War Prayer" had some good moments.  The ending scene
>was particularly strong, and Ivanova's aid in arresting Malcolm was
>particularly interesting and significant in terms of character
>development.  It was nice to see the way Ivanova balanced her duty and her
>personal life, though the point was overly stressed.

   It was definitely a good Ivanova episode.

>   I love the relationship between Ivanova and Garibaldi.  The quick lines
>and rejoinders flow very well between the two of them; they add a certain
>realism to the show.

   I agree.

>   The part of the episode that dealt with the young Centauri lovers was
>hardly original, but it turned out to be executed very well.  The ending
>of it was nice - it gave us a lot of insight into the way Londo thinks -
>what he holds important.  It was nice to see him end up caring for the
>lovers and doing his best to help both them and their families out.  (What
>can I say?  I like happy endings.)

    I agree that it wasn't all that original but it was well executed.
What I liked most about it was the 3 wives part and the insight into Londo
and Centauri culture.

>   The scene with Kosh was as mysterious as ever.  It's always nice to see
>Kosh, and this scene didn't let us down.  I'm beginning to really enjoy
>his translation equipment - the sound *is* really creepy, as JMS has said.
>I don't think this scene could stand up to that of "Midnight" ("They are
>alone ...") in terms of eeriness, it was still fun to watch.  (And I still
>can't figure out whether Kosh is trying to be funny or not.  "What is it
>[the viewer]?" / "Efficient.")

   It was a great scene.  The viewer was great as were Kosh's comments.
Watch it again though and notice how Sinclair keeps looking down at
something as if he were distracted.  At one point Kosh says: "Yes?" and
Sinclair says: "Nothing."  I wonder what he saw.

>   As for the acting, just when I began to start liking Michael O'Hare's
>handling of Sinclair, "The War Prayer" set me back a little.  There were
>certain lines that he said ("I want these scum," etc.) which just didn't
>seem to come out right.  O'Hare has proven he can act extremely well, so I
>don't know exactly what the problem was here, but whatever it was, I'm
>hoping it will go away.

   Yeah.  There were a few lines that fell flat in this one.

>   Christian was not up to her standard either, though the two or three
>scenes at the end of the episode made up for it.

   I thought it was her best performance next to "Born to the Purple"

>   "The War Prayer" was not a bad episode by itself.  When I compare it
>with the previous B5 episodes, however, it appears dull.  The humor wasn't
>as funny, the suspense didn't seem as serious to me, and the overall
>*feel* was lacking (I know that doesn't mean much, but that's how I felt
>after watching it).  In short, it was the first Babylon 5 episode that I
>liked *less* the second time I watched it.

   I'm the biggest Delenn groupie of all time. Any episode with Delenn in
it is always highly regarded by me.

>   One last question: Did anyone else notice that this episode was the
>*third* episode in a row where a major character's former lover played a
>direct and important part?

   Kind of lame, but I didn't notice it at the time so it's no big deal.
Sakai was the only one who wasn't a murderer though. :)

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 06:13:45 GMT
From: xoanon@unm.edu (timothy k istian soholt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5: Background on the Centauri?

I missed the first few episodes of B5, and the pilot movie, and I was
wondering how much background they've given on the Centauri empire. I know
they supposedly watched over "lesser races" like Earthers, and I've got a
pretty good idea what they're like as a people, but I guess the real
question is, how the frag do they explain a major interstellar civilization
sitting four light-years away from Earth and no one here figured it out
until at the very _earliest_ the end of the twentieth century?

Tim Soholt
xoanon@carina.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 14:49:44 GMT
From: oneill@cs.uml.edu (Brian 'Doc' O'Neill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5: Background on the Centauri?

No one has said that they are 4 light years away. _Alpha_ Centauri is 4.4
light years away...the other stars in the constellation Centauri are much
farther than that.

And who said they are named after the constellation???? :^)

Also, not sure where you got the idea of them being "watchers". 

Brian O'Neill
University of Massachusetts at Lowell
oneill@cs.uml.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 03:04:41 GMT
From: pstinson@pbs.org (Patrick Stinson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5: Background on the Centauri?

oneill@cs.uml.edu (Brian O'Neill) wrote:
> No one has said that they are 4 light years away. _Alpha_ Centauri is 4.4
> light years away...the other stars in the constellation Centauri are much

Wherever "Centauri Prime" is, it is located 75 light years from the Babylon
5 station.  That information was mentioned in "The War Prayer."

Now, if someone knows how far B5 is from Earth, maybe you could make an
educated guess on how far away the Centauri homeworld is from Earth.

------------------------------
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Date: 14 Mar 94 06:27:07 GMT
From: xoanon@unm.edu (timothy k istian soholt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

Shawn Bayern <bayern@isis.cshl.org> writes:
>   I love the relationship between Ivanova and Garibaldi.  The quick lines
>and rejoinders flow very well between the two of them; they add a certain
>realism to the show.

I think these two have the best character interaction of the show; they
just click. It's a lot like what you see in good buddy shows (e.g., _The
X-Files_ - just thought I'd get a plug in!), but I don't think I've ever
seen it done this well in an ensemble cast.

>   The scene with Kosh was as mysterious as ever.  It's always nice to see
>Kosh, and this scene didn't let us down.  I'm beginning to really enjoy
>his translation equipment - the sound *is* really creepy, as JMS has said.
>I don't think this scene could stand up to that of "Midnight" ("They are
>alone ...") in terms of eeriness, it was still fun to watch.  (And I still
>can't figure out whether Kosh is trying to be funny or not.  "What is it
>[the viewer]?" / "Efficient.")

As I mentioned in another post, I missed the first few episodes. How much
have they told us about Kosh and his(?) people? Not much, obviously, but
I'd be interested in hearing what's there. I find it _very_ interesting
that Kosh seemed to be wearing his life-support apparatus in (I presume)
his natural atmosphere. Or does he really look like he's made of plastic?

>   Christian was not up to her standard either, though the two or three
>scenes at the end of the episode made up for it.

If I remember correctly, that's the actress who plays Ivanova? I thought
that her last line as they're carting Malcom off was incredibly cliche.
The only bit that actually made me cringe, although I will grant that a
couple of Sinclair's lines came close.  The scriptwriter may be at fault
here, not the actors.

>   "The War Prayer" was not a bad episode by itself.  When I compare it
>with the previous B5 episodes, however, it appears dull.  The humor wasn't
>as funny, the suspense didn't seem as serious to me, and the overall
>*feel* was lacking (I know that doesn't mean much, but that's how I felt
>after watching it).  In short, it was the first Babylon 5 episode that I
>liked *less* the second time I watched it.

Actually, I thought the feel was pretty good - it's just that the story
had great atmosphere and not enough substance.

>   One last question: Did anyone else notice that this episode was the
>*third* episode in a row where a major character's former lover played a
>direct and important part?

The previous two were handled better, I thought.

Tim Soholt
xoanon@carina.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 16:31:19 GMT
From: gwangung@u.washington.edu (just another theatre geek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

Timothy Soholt <xoanon@unm.edu> wrote:
>Actually, I thought the feel was pretty good - it's just that the story
>had great atmosphere and not enough substance.

   Interesting. My impression was that the scripting was EXTREMELY
tight...the best so far. Very little overwriting, with an economy of
storytelling that JMS could use. Not that I expect anything less from D.C.
Fontana (whose effort was MUCH better than her DS9 script...).

   Still some problems with acting and lucklustre direction but, I thought
the series is gathering momentum....

Roger Tang
gwangung@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 16:39:39 GMT
From: danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5: Background on the Centauri?

xoanon@unm.edu (timothy k istian soholt) writes:
>I missed the first few episodes of B5, and the pilot movie, and I was
>wondering how much background they've given on the Centauri empire. I know
>they supposedly watched over "lesser races" like Earthers, and I've got a
>pretty good idea what they're like as a people, but I guess the real
>question is, how the frag do they explain a major interstellar
>civilization sitting four light- years away from Earth and no one here
>figured it out until at the very _earliest_ the end of the twentieth
>century?

You're making a few assumptions.  First, that they "watched over lesser
races", and that they are from Alpha Centauri.  They may just happen to
call themselves that.  But they were Earth's first civilization contacted
(as mentioned in "Midnight on the Firing Line, re-run next week).

I think we'll learn more and more about them as the series progresses as
well as about the Narn, Minbari, and Vorlons who are also mysterious in
various ways...

Dan Wood
danwood@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 19:18:52 GMT
From: rawdon@colby.cs.wisc.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

gwangung@u.washington.edu writes:
>>Actually, I thought the feel was pretty good - it's just that the story
>>had great atmosphere and not enough substance.
>
>   Interesting. My impression was that the scripting was EXTREMELY
>tight...the best so far. Very little overwriting, with an economy of
>storytelling that JMS could use. Not that I expect anything less from D.C.
>Fontana (whose effort was MUCH better than her DS9 script...).

The scripting was fine, but I thought the episode suffered from some other
problems:

1) The premises didn't interest me in the least.  This Pro-Earth movement
   is only getting going NOW?  And the Ivanova romance angle seemed trite.
2) The direction was incredibly choppy and frenetic; it felt like an
   episode of The Simpsons, the way a joke or line would be delivered and
   then the show would immediately cut away to another scene without giving
   us a chance to ponder what we'd just seen.

This is almost the exact opposite of "Mind War", whose premise *did*
interest me (*including* the romantic aspect), and whose direction was
fine, but the script was filled with chaff (the entire "there are things we
don't yet know" thread should have been excised entirely from the story, as
it contributed nothing to my enjoyment of the show).

On the whole, I preferred "Mind War", and (for that matter), "Soul Hunter".

Michael Rawdon
University of Wisconsin
Computer Sciences Department
Madison, WI
rawdon@colby.cs.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 21:16:02 GMT
From: gwangung@u.washington.edu (just another theatre geek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

Michael Rawdon <rawdon@colby.cs.wisc.edu> wrote:
>1) The premises didn't interest me in the least.  This Pro-Earth movement
>   is only getting going NOW?  And the Ivanova romance angle seemed trite.

   Agreed on both. The movement should, at least, been alluded to or hinted
at in earlier episodes. And the past love for Ivanova stunk...

>2) The direction was incredibly choppy and frenetic; it felt like an
>   episode of The Simpsons, the way a joke or line would be delivered and
>   then the show would immediately cut away to another scene without
>   giving us a chance to ponder what we'd just seen.

   I don't mind this as much as I do the mediocrity in selecting camera
angles and assembling them. The seams SHOWED in the editing and directing.
Choppiness I can handle, particularly when events occur at breakneck pace
(I suspect there was more script than air time and the editors took a meat
cleaver approach to some of it).

>This is almost the exact opposite of "Mind War", whose premise *did*
>interest me (*including* the romantic aspect),

   Of course - it was character (not coincidence) driven.

Roger Tang
gwangung@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 21:55:51 GMT
From: bayern@isis.cshl.org (Shawn Bayern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

Timothy Soholt <xoanon@unm.edu> wrote:
>As I mentioned in another post, I missed the first few episodes. How much
>have they told us about Kosh and his(?) people? Not much, obviously, but
>I'd be interested in hearing what's there. I find it _very_ interesting
>that Kosh seemed to be wearing his life-support apparatus in (I presume)
>his natural atmosphere. Or does he really look like he's made of plastic?

There's been only one other scene in the series with Kosh (though the pilot
movie dealt with him heavily).  You're right, we know very little about the
Vorlons.  As for wearing his suit in his own atmosphere - I agree, it's
very interesting.  Perhaps their atmosphere is relatively Earth-like, and
they've purposely fabricated some methane-mixture just to throw everyone
off.

>>Christian was not up to her standard either, though the two or three
>>scenes at the end of the episode made up for it.
>
>If I remember correctly, that's the actress who plays Ivanova? I thought
>that her last line as they're carting Malcom off was incredibly cliche.
>The only bit that actually made me cringe although I will grant that a
>couple of Sinclair's lines came close.  The scriptwriter may be at fault
>here, not the actors.

I liked the exchange, really, not the line itself.  From "I don't know you
anymore," to "I *never* knew you."  I just thought it was a good reply.

Shawn

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 02:28:41 GMT
From: tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

gwangung@u.washington.edu writes:
>>1) The premises didn't interest me in the least.  This Pro-Earth movement
>>   is only getting going NOW?  And the Ivanova romance angle seemed
>>   trite.
>
>Agreed on both. The movement should, at least, been alluded to or hinted
>at in earlier episodes.

Agreed on 0.5 out of 2.  The pro-Earth movement *has* been alluded to in
past shows; note the election of the EA president on a pro-Earth platform,
for one.  It hasn't been played up, but it's certainly been there.  In
fact, my first thought on seeing the preview for "The War Prayer" was that
the movement has been reasonably well foreshadowed.

>And the past love for Ivanova stunk...

Here's the 0.5.  "Stunk" is a little strong for me, but he was something
other than wonderful.

The weak link for me acting-wise was actually Danica McKellar (the Centauri
girl).  I bow to absolutely no one in my fondness for Winnie Cooper, but
delivery that's perfect for "The Wonder Years" didn't fit here, IMO.

Still, TWP wasn't one of my favorites.  I have great difficulty figuring
out how I'd rank the shows so far, though: "Mind War" would definitely be
first, and "Infection" definitely last; but after that it's extremely
difficult.  Everything (even "Infection") has had something in it that's
interesting, but except for "Mind War" (and bits of "Parliament"),
nothing's quite blown me away ... yet.

Tim Lynch

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 06:02:11 GMT
From: gwangung@u.washington.edu (just another theatre geek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

Timothy W. Lynch <tlynch@juliet.caltech.edu> wrote:
>Agreed on 0.5 out of 2.  The pro-Earth movement *has* been alluded to in
>past shows; note the election of the EA president on a pro-Earth platform,
>for one.  It hasn't been played up, but it's certainly been there.  In
>fact, my first thought on seeing the preview for "The War Prayer" was that
>the movement has been reasonably well foreshadowed.

   Hmmmm, that's right.  Although the presidential reference seemed a
little political rhetoricish to be real.

>>And the past love for Ivanova stunk...
>Here's the 0.5.  "Stunk" is a little strong for me, but he was something
>other than wonderful.

   Something more manipulative would have worked better.  Perhaps a
childhood friend using the friendship as an entre would have worked
better.

>Still, TWP wasn't one of my favorites.  I have great difficulty figuring
>out how I'd rank the shows so far, though: "Mind War" would definitely be
>first, and "Infection" definitely last; but after that it's extremely
>difficult. 

   Ehhhh, PARLIAMENT would have ranked higher if G'Kar would have been
played with more cunning and slyness.

Roger Tang
gwangung@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 18:12:41 GMT
From: charlet@hubcap.clemson.edu (Charles E "Rick" Taylor IV)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

gwangung@u.washington.edu writes:
>Agreed on both. The movement should, at least, been alluded to or hinted
>at in earlier episodes. And the past love for Ivanova stunk...

Thirded.  Where was the "Earth First" movement during construction of B5?
B1-4?  And Ivanova's "relationship" just appeared to be an easy-out for the
scriptwriter to make Sinclair get trusted more easily.

>   I don't mind this as much as I do the mediocrity in selecting camera
>angles and assembling them. The seams SHOWED in the editing and directing.
>Choppiness I can handle, particularly when events occur at breakneck pace
>(I suspect there was more script than air time and the editors took a meat
>cleaver approach to some of it).

Might the camera positioning be better if we were watching B5 in its
intended aspect ratio?  It's been said that B5 is shot for widescreen a-la
the opening credits, and the scenes from the opening credits that we have
been shown later in the show appear to be laid out much better than when
they've been pan and scanned or chopped off or whatever JMS and company
does to them to make them normal television. :)

I have noticed the choppy direction in other episodes too but, again that
could be intentional.  Either that or they need to get rid of the opening
credits to provide just a *bit* more air time!

>>This is almost the exact opposite of "Mind War", whose premise *did*
>>interest me (*including* the romantic aspect),
>
>Of course, it was character (not coincidence) driven.

Well, I found Mind War's premise to be pretty shaky - the G'Kar/Catherine
subplot was the only element in the show worth watching for me.  It was
excellent.

(I haven't seen the drinking game for B5, but do you have to take a drink
every time one of the main character's former lovers shows up? :) )

>>and whose direction was fine, but the script was filled with chaff (the
>>entire "there are things we don't yet know" thread should have been
>>excised entirely from the story, as it contributed nothing to my
>>enjoyment of the show).

IMO, that was the *only* thing enjoyable about the show! :) The less I see
of psi-corps, the more I will enjoy B5.

Charles E "Rick" Taylor, IV
charlet@clemson.clemson.edu
charlet@hubcap.clemson.edu
charlet@eng.clemson.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 19:12:18 GMT
From: gwangung@u.washington.edu (just another theatre geek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

Charles E "Rick" Taylor IV <charlet@hubcap.clemson.edu> wrote:
>Where was the "Earth First" movement during construction of B5?  B1-4?

   Other posters have pointed out the rather oblique references in earlier
shows. My reaction is that this was severely underplayed in those earlier
shows, given the statements in WAR PRAYER. With such high ranking friends
(to get the ninja suits), such a movement would have to be the vanguard of
a major, major segment on Earth particularly if a more moderate faction got
a President elected.

   Given that, this sort of extremist faction should be part and parcel of
the show's premise and should underly all the episodes (and it would shove
up the tension three or four notches, too).

>Might the camera positioning be better if we were watching B5 in its
>intended aspect ratio?

   No. Even given this (and I think that this, too, would be a flaw if
true), there are ample ways to vary camera angles and positioning to help
the flow of the story. This is one area where B5 is measurably not as good
as the two Trek shows, IMAO...

Roger Tang
gwangung@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 23:19:33 GMT
From: smiale@cs.indiana.edu (Steven Miale)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

<gwangung@u.washington.edu> wrote:
>Other posters have pointed out the rather oblique references in earlier
>shows. My reaction is that this was severely underplayed in those earlier
>shows, given the statements in WAR PRAYER.

"Underplayed"? What more do you want? IMHO, it was fairly hard to miss the
references to the xenophobic movement on Earth, *especially* in Infection.

If it was emphasized any more, I believe that many of the same people
asking where the "Earth First" movement was would be saying that it was all
too obvious, and B5 should learn subtlety.

>Given that, this sort of extremist faction should be part and parcel of
>the show's premise and should underly all the episodes (and it would shove
>up the tension three or four notches, too).

We've already established that the movement was mentioned in both
"Midnight" and "Infection", as well as the episode itself. That is 3 out of
7 episodes. (And if SFoS mentions it, then we have 50%.)

There are *many* stories going on in the B5 universe: the Narn-Centauri
conflict, the Psi Corps, Earth First, etc. It would be nearly impossible to
mention all of these *and* have a coherent plot in a one hour show.

Steven Miale
Indiana University
Bloomington, IN
smiale@cs.indiana.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 15 Mar 94 22:55:20 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "The War Prayer"

   This was another fairly strong episode, though there were a few kinks in
the execution.  It wasn't as good as "Parliament" or "Mind War", but still
relatively strong.

I.   Acting
II.  Plot
III. Writing
IV.  Graphics and Special Effects
V.   Music and Sound
VI.  Sets and Costuming

I. Sinclair:  Average.  Ironically, his best acting was when he was playing
              the part of the Homeguard sympathizer.  At other times he
              stumbled although not horribly.

   Ivanova :  Excellent.  Ranged from happy to disappointed to inbittered.
              It was a fairly realistic portrayal of someone who's entire
              family has died and who's boyfriend turns out to be a hate
              criminal.

   Garibaldi: Very Good.  He got angrier than he usually does and did a
              good job of it.

   Franklin:  Very Good.  Nothing stellar, but fairly convincing.

   G'Kar :    Very Good.  I wasn't terribly fond of his "riot speech", but
              he was good in every other scene he was in.

   Delenn:    Excellent as usual.  Her "outrage" at the beginning of the
              show was well done, as were her looks of astonishment
              regarding Sinclair's behavior.

   Londo :    Very Good.  There were a couple of times he overplayed the
              part but was mostly convincing.

   Kosh  :    Excellent.  That voice is great.  I can't wait to find out
              what's under that encounter suit.

   Vir   :    Very Good.  We saw a new side to Vir in this episode:  He
              actually stood up to Londo for a change.  Well done.

   Poet  :    Excellent.  It was nice to see yet another Minbari.

   Biggs :    Excellent.  Great accent.  Very convincing.

   Centauri:  Good.  I thought they were good enough, but not outstanding.

   Overall:   8

II. The basic premise of the episode was pretty strong.  The Homeguard's
    influence was shown to be considerable.  They were able to acquire
    prototype military hardware and sneak it onto the station undetected.
    The Centauri crisis was a good way to introduce more Centauri culture
    and develop Londo's character a little more.  I've grown quite fond of
    the character and this was another great view of one of the many sides
    of Londo Mollari.  Vir impressed me by standing up to Londo and the
    scene with Kosh and the viewer was priceless.  Everyone should watch
    that scene again and pay close attention to Sinclair's eye movements.
    He repeatedly looks down at something and finally Kosh says:"Yes?" and
    he replies:"Nothing."  I wonder what he saw?  It was nice to hear an
    explanation of the events surrounding Kosh's arrival although it was a
    fairly exposition-heavy scene.  This was probably necessary however
    since many have not seen the movie.  I didn't really find any plot
    holes to speak of.  The Ivanova plotline showed us how bitter Ivanova
    must be after having experienced so many tragedies.  She is developing
    into a pretty interesting character.  There was a fair amount going on
    in this episode with regards to character development in general and it
    was well done.

     Overall:   9.5

III. The writing was good.  It still suffers from "repititionitis".  This
     is where characters repeat something that has already been said in the
     episode.  Babylon-5 needs to work this out.  It's become somewhat of
     an annoyance.

     Sinclair : "I could strangle that damn G'Kar."

     Ivanova  : "I never knew you."

     Garibaldi: "I don't like your attitude creep and if the blood on that
                 knife matches the victim's I'll hand you over to the
                 Minbari and let them play dice with your eyeballs."

     Delenn   : "This is an outrage Commander...."

     G'Kar    : "There will be bloody retribution!"

     Londo    : "Love! What does love have to do with marriage?"

     Kosh     : "Efficient."

     Vir      : "Ambassador, you were wrong..."

     Biggs    : "Well, like Alvarez said: We've got friends everywhere."

     Overall: 8 (I docked mainly because of "repitionitis")

IV. The CGI was sparse.  I'm still not impressed by the Centauri transport
    docking shot.  It's REALLY shiny.  The gun fight was great.  Those
    PPG's really look cool.  I like the black light camouflage suits too.
    Keep up the good work.

    Overall: 9

V. The music was appropriate although nothing special.

   Overall: 8

VI. The Centauri girl's prosthetics could have used some work.  There were
    scenes when you could see the ripples of tissue on her neck.  I still
    wish there were some way to match Minbari foreheads with the skull cap.
    Sometimes you can see the line where they meet.  I'm getting pickier
    about these things now.  Kosh's viewer was great though and the League
    of Non-aligned Worlds members are looking better all the time.

    Overall: 8

  OVERALL: 50.5/6=8

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 00:24:17 GMT
From: gwangung@u.washington.edu (just another theatre geek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

>>Other posters have pointed out the rather oblique references in earlier
>>shows. My reaction is that this was severely underplayed in those earlier
>>shows, given the statements in WAR PRAYER.
>"Underplayed"? What more do you want?

   1) The political platformed was severely underplayed; it was hard to
tell how serious the movement was;

   2) Given the end of the Earth/Minbari War, this is a movement that
should be VERY powerful and be a major player ON THE STATION. It was
potrayed as a splinter group with no real power base on the station.

>>Given that, this sort of extremist faction should be part and parcel of
>>the show's premise and should underly all the episodes (and it would
>>shove up the tension three or four notches, too.....).
>
>We've already established that the movement was mentioned in both
>"Midnight" and "Infection", as well as the episode itself. That is 3 out
>of 7 episodes. (And if SFoS mentions it, then we have 50%.)

   Let's put it this way. How come there isn't an Earth Firster among the
command officers on the station? THAT'S what I mean by part and parcel.
And, frankly, that would be a whole lot more interesting
dramatically...Ivanova has, perhaps, some proto-Earth First leanings, but
none of these have lead to anything meaty in the way of dramatic conflict
and tension with other B5 officers.

   I think JMS missed one here...wouldn't it be a lot more interesting (and
realistic) to have Sinclair doing a constant balancing act of trying to
keep peace with the non-Terrans AND with his own people?  Folks have
started out a mite too agreeable on this...

Roger Tang
gwangung@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 02:11:25 GMT
From: rawdon@colby.cs.wisc.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

"Steven Miale" <smiale@cs.indiana.edu> writes:
>"Underplayed"? What more do you want? IMHO, it was fairly hard to miss the
>references to the xenophobic movement on Earth, *especially* in Infection.

Huh?  I don't remember this at all.  Could you provide some quotes to jog
my memory?

>If it was emphasized any more, I believe that many of the same people
>asking where the "Earth First" movement was would be saying that it was
>all too obvious, and B5 should learn subtlety.

I see two possibilities:

1) The pro-Earth movement is really quite large and powerful - as we'd
   expect in a universe where humanity has had contact with aliens for over
   a decade (xenophobia being more a reactionary than an evolutionary
   phenomenon), possibly several decades.  In this case, I *would* expect
   to be hit over the head with them.
2) The pro-Earth movement is actually relatively new and small (which is
   the impression I came away with from "War Prayer"), in which case I
   wonder why the movement is only starting to crop up NOW, over ten years
   AFTER the war with the Minbari.

>There are *many* stories going on in the B5 universe: the Narn-Centauri
>conflict, the Psi Corps, Earth First, etc.. It would be nearly impossible
>to mention all of these *and* have a coherent plot in a one hour show.

Part of the problem is that some of these stories are more significant than
others.  In general, there's no particular *reason* the Psi Corps stories
should show up very often.  Similarly the Narn-Centauri thread, except when
G'Kar and Londo meet, or one of them acts aggressively (as in "Midnight").

The pro-Earth movement is a somewhat different matter.  Either it's a
relatively trivial, or less plausibly, recent, affair, or I would expect
them to be causing major and/or frequent disruptions (a la the Irish
Republican Army), especially on a nexus of alien contact such as B5.

Michael Rawdon
University of Wisconsin
Computer Sciences Department
Madison, WI
rawdon@colby.cs.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 02:11:26 GMT
From: seurer@nordruth.rchland.ibm.com (Bill Seurer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

I love when we get glimpses of Garibaldi reading the newspaper.  I freeze
the screen and try to puzzle out what's on the page.  This was best in Sky
where the headline was about the previous episode!

It would be kind of cool to have that be a semi-regular feature.  Heck,
there could even be ongoing stories that only show up in the paper!  That'd
be great fun.

Bill Seurer
Language and Compiler Development
IBM Rochester, MN
BillSeurer@vnet.ibm.com
BillSeurer@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 09:26:58 GMT
From: dylan@law.utah.edu (Dylan Winslow)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

Regarding the "recent" emergence of the extreme pro-Earth groups: Look at
what has happened in Germany recently.  It is commonly said that there has
always been and always will be a strong anti-semitic and anti-foreigner
sentiment in Germany, but for nearly fifty years there hasn't been much
trouble from this direction.  Now, since the political situation has
changed, these sentiments have surfaced again.  (This is, of course, the
view of an outsider who gets nearly all of his information from American
news sources.  Those better informed, please feel free to comment.)

It may be that the emergence of Homeguard, et al. is the result of a
similar circumstance.  For nearly ten years, people with pro-Earth
(anti-alien) sentiment had no real focus or were devoting their attention
to some other issue, political, economic or otherwise.  Or maybe some
recent event like a drop in the economy, worries about political
instability or even the actualization of the Babylon project made may
previously secure people feel threatened.

Dylan Winslow
dylan@mu.law.utah.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 16:30:12 GMT
From: charlet@hubcap.clemson.edu (Charles E "Rick" Taylor IV)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

gwangung@u.washington.edu writes:
>1) The political platformed was severely underplayed; it was hard to tell
>how serious the movement was;

Yeah, the political platform I took as the usual campaign promises.  "We
want to put the US in the lead in the global economy" translates to "Let's
make Earth a major player in the galaxy".  Sounds pretty underplayed.

>2) Given the end of the Earth/Minbarri War, this is a movement that should
>be VERY powerful and be a major player ON THE STATION. It was potrayed as
>a splinter group with no real power base on the station.

True, if the movement really exists at all.  But then we can look at the
flip side - probably a lot of people are scared of the Minbari or just
don't care enough to join a radical group.  This would "explain" the lack
of Earth Firsters on the station.

>   Let's put it this way. How come there isn't an Earth Firster among the
>command officers on the station? THAT'S what I mean by part and parcel.
>And, frankly, that would be a whole lot more interesting dramatically...
>Ivanova has, perhaps, some proto-Earth First leanings, but none of these
>have lead to anything meaty in the way of dramatic conflict and tension
>with other B5 officers.

It'd be more dramatic but, if the powers that be that constructed B5
selected the officers, they'd screen out Earth Firsters.  (Earth Firsters
wouldn't have built B5 in the first place, so I doubt they have much
control over it).

>I think JMS missed one here...wouldn't it be a lot more intersting (and
>realistic) to have Sinclair doing a constant balancing act of trying to
>keep peace with the non-Terrans AND with his own people?  Folks have
>started out a mite too agreeable on this...

Well, maybe not the *command staff* of B5 so much as other humans on the
station.  I can accept the command staff not being Earth First. :)

Charles E "Rick" Taylor, IV
charlet@clemson.clemson.edu
charlet@hubcap.clemson.edu 
charlet@eng.clemson.edu    

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 17:18:12 GMT
From: rjb@u.washington.edu (LeGrand Cinq-Mars)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

Re the ease with which the plot was wrapped up: if this were a novel (and
isn't it conceived as one?), wouldn't you suspect that it was a bit too
easy?  Could it be that another shoe is yet to drop?  Could the
"coincidences" not be so coincidental?

Sometimes isn't it the case that events come to have quite another set of
meanings in the light of later events?

rjb@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 18:12:49 GMT
From: gwangung@u.washington.edu (just another theatre geek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

<rjb@u.washington.edu> wrote:
>Re the ease with which the plot was wrapped up: if this were a novel (and
>isn't it conceived as one?), wouldn't you suspect that it was a bit too
>easy?  Could it be that another shoe is yet to drop?  Could the
>"coincidences" not be so coincidental?

   I'd be more impressed if this was acknowledged within the show itself.
Otherwise, it makes the characters look like idiots for ignoring such
obvious possibilities.

Roger Tang
gwangung@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 20:27:41 GMT
From: newton@indial1.io.com (Thomas Newton Bagwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

Don't you think the command of Babylon 5 would have been thoroughly
screened specifically to -prevent- Earth-Firsters getting assigned?  In any
case, if there were, their best tact would be to lay low for now, in hopes
of being useful later on.  They certainly -wouldn't- be open in their
beliefs.

Tom Bagwell

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 21:24:48 GMT
From: charlet@hubcap.clemson.edu (Charles E "Rick" Taylor IV)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

Maybe there *are* Earth Firsters on the staff of B5 *somewhere*.  I was
just pointing out that it's unlikely that they would be in the command
staff, since a station of such importance would have a pretty rigorous
selection procedure for, say, Chief of Security, Commander, XO, etc..
Maybe one of those flunkies that comments about energy levels is really an
Earth Firster ... :)

Though I do wonder why Ivanova was selected considering her past
realationship with [blanked on name]...

Charles E "Rick" Taylor, IV
charlet@clemson.clemson.edu
charlet@hubcap.clemson.edu 
charlet@eng.clemson.edu    

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 23:34:07 GMT
From: feldman@tlgmax.zko.dec.com (Gary Feldman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

In any large political bureaucracy, it seems reasonable that various
factions would not be evenly distributed.  Subordinates would be under some
pressure to conform to the beliefs of their immediate superiors; people who
had an opportunity to move around would tend to pick groups with high
concentrations of like-minded individuals, etc.

We haven't seen very much of the military structure to which Sinclair and
his staff belong.  Yet given that their job is out in space, it seems quite
likely that their "unit", "division", "branch", or whatever the appropriate
grouping is would be self-motivated to want to continue space contact,
since that's what keeps them in business.  Likewise, the division
responsible for the immediate defense of Earth may have no such motivation.

Gary

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 16 Mar 94 20:00:55 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

gwangung@u.washington.edu writes:
>Other posters have pointed out the rather oblique references in earlier
>shows. My reaction is that this was severely underplayed in those earlier
>shows, given the statements in WAR PRAYER. With such high ranking friends
>(to get the ninja suits), such a movement would have to be the vanguard of
>a major, major segment on Earth....particularly if a more moderate faction
>got a President elected.

   The movement is not known to be as powerful as it is.  Given that, why
would Sinclair, Ivanova etc. make mention of them more than a few times.
Sinclair was visibly surprised to see the Black Light Camouflage suits and
is only now becoming aware of their influence.  Earth is 26 LY away.  I
think it's quite realistic that Earth is not the absolute focus of the B5
crew's lives.  It IS important to lay the foundation for future episodes
involving The Homeguard, but to complain that it wasn't the focus of
previous episodes is ridiculous.  You're falling prey to the Trek syndrome,
where everything is fine until the show starts and then all of a sudden the
Romulans decide to spaz for a show and then forget about it all.  In B5
there is a sense of continuance, not just into the future, but into the
past as well.  Look at the way Trek is structured.  In the old ST, there
was the Federation and week after week they added more aliens to the show
like Klingons, Romulans etc..  In B5, you start off with an assembly of
cultures that have been interacting with Earth for years.  Given the scope
the show, you aren't going to be able to know everything about every
culture and movement on the show in the first 8 episodes.  Do you think
they should have taken time out of one of the first 6 episodes to sit us
all down for a chat on The Homeguard and why it's "really really naughty".
There's no time for that on B5, if you can't follow it what can I say?

>Given that, this sort of extremist faction should be part and parcel of
>the show's premise and should underly all the episodes (and it would shove
>up the tension three or four notches, too).

   There are tons of underlying concepts to the show: Telepathy, The
Homeguard, The Battle of the Line, The Vorlon Mystery... there isn't enough
time to put every one of them in the show every week.  You have to pick and
choose.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 02:30:12 GMT
From: smt0@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (STEFAN M. THIEME)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: And the Sky...

SPOILERS

Overall, a great epsiode (far better than the soap-opera trash ST:TNG has
been putting out recently). It has action, intrigue, suspense,
characterization, questions... Numerous comments (and minor complaints)

1)First of all, I love the computer FX, but this episode, which relied
  heavily upon them, they seemed rather poor. First off, the scenes of the
  Line (which seemed very reminiscent of the x-wings and y-wings on their
  way to the Death Star) were nice, but did you notice that only one or two
  of those ships were actually moving (i.e. the majority stayed in
  formation). When B5 was first shown, it was boasted that because of the
  computer-fx it would be possible to animate hundreds of ships (as opposed
  to the 2-6 seen in TNG). In the B5 movie, the Vorlon fleet appeared and
  every ship seemed to be moving on its own course. I didn't get that
  impression from AtSiFoS...the battles seemed slow, the background seemed
  empty.

  Also, I was rather upset that almost every x-fighter (starfury?) exploded
  in the same way. I did like the ejection sequence (I assume a successful
  ejection has the "cockpit" shoot away from the ship), and Mitchell's
  helmet floating by was a great touch (though it reminded me of the end of
  Wing Commander:SO1 - a computer game, for those who don't know). And the
  Minbari crusiers had a nice alien feel to them, too.

2) I LIKED the looks of the machine (what was it called) that the baddies
  used to probe Sinclair's brain. I mention this because the last bit of
  tech I saw, the Soul-Catcher's machine, had my friends and I ROTFL...it
  looked so stupid (okay, arguably one could say it was alien, it shouldn't
  look like OUR tech, but still, it looked lke a wheel from a car (minus
  tire) with lights). This episode's prop looked, IMnsHO, a lot better.

  How did the baddies get the guns? I was under the impression that the
  device (brain probe) was smuggled aboard in pieces, and the security
  officer got them the "biggest power cell" but the guns?

3) After Sinclair struck the baddie in the dream, he clenches his hand, and
  it seemed as if he was holding something (at least, his palm seemed
  grey). Was there anything there?

4) A question that really can't be answered yet, I guess...  In the dream,
  Sinclair unmasks one of the grey council and says "I know you." We learn
  later this is because that Minbari just happens to be the one on his
  station :). The question is, did he say "I know you" at that first
  meeting (on the line), or does he only recognize her in the dream because
  he knows her from the station. (I opt for the second, but if it is the
  first, it may say why the Minbari rescued him...perhaps they had previous
  contact with him).

5) A very revealing episode; too revealing in some ways, I feel. In a
   sense, I think the writers/producers are pushing it, but this spoils the
   sense of mystery. While watching the ending dream sequence, I kept
   whispering to my TV "don't tell us yet.  Don't show us the face." I had
   no doubt that the Minbari ambassador was one of the grey council that
   had brain-drained him at the Line (previous epsiodes hinted torwards
   this) but I didn't want my guesses confirmed so quickly. I wish they had
   shown Sinclair seeing the face, but had not shown us who it was.

   For that matter, the episode seemed to prove it was the Grey Council
   that messed with his mind (the guy with the staff was probably
   tattoo-head) and I wish they also had revealed that (of course, since it
   was never blatantly said that those grey-cloaked figures were the grey
   council, it can be argued they aren't). I would have been happy (I
   guess:) if tattoo-head was shown without that tattoo), and Sinclair
   assuming them to be the GC.

4) Those engines on the probe that was searching for Sinclair's body on the
outside of B5 were just too big.  All it really would need are small
thrusters.  (For that matter, I complain also about the size of the engines
of Discovery from 2001). Big thrusters are only needed to escape from a
strong gravity well (i.e. a planet). Of course, maybe the probe was REALLY
small :) and thus so were its engines.

5) Did you notice the look on the Minbari ambassador's face (Delenn? I
forget her name) when told of the possibility that she may have to kill
Sinclair.  I don't think that marriage ceremony several epsiodes back was
merely symbolic for her. I wonder how long it will be before she has to
choose between her charge and her government.

6) I can't help but agree (somewhat) with the baddies after learning that
aliens are buying up Earth piece by piece. Why fight when you can use your
enemy's own tools (in this case, our capitalistic system) to take their
world away from them? Heck, I'd probably make my homeworld a "no-aliens"
zone, just to be on the safe side. (Question: Does Earth have any colonies
on other planets, and if so, are they united? Or is it all alone? How big
is Earth Alliance?)

7) I forget the episode, but it was mentioned that some flowers, bread and
(wine?) cost about 450 credits on-station, a comment on the cost-o'-living
on board B5. Yet now we learn that a security guard can't gamble more than
50 credits a week, and 15000 credits is an ungodly amount of cash for any
grunt to have. Perhaps someone should write out a price-list of various
items for the writers.

I could go on and on and on but, I won't (lucky you:).  Final comments:
great episode; B5 now has great stories, great plot, great fx and now
(especially when viewed with previous episodes) great characters.  Sinclair
no longer seems wooden; no for that matter do any of the other characters.

A note on how much I like B5: when it started, I was eagerly awaiting new
episodes of TNG, with B5 a nice "extra." Now, B5 has "top" position in my
must-watch list (though it helped that this season TNG sucks :)

smt0@lehigh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 05:30:35 GMT
From: benjy@totoro.ai.mit.edu (Benjamin B. Thomas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Sky Impressions

SPOILERS

This episode was absolutely *Amazing* That said, on to nitpicks and
questions:

I was very, very impressed with the battle scenes. However, I was hoping
that the humans would destroy at least one Minbari fighter. I know we are
supposed to get the impression that they are out-manned and out-gunned, but
damn, they get slaughtered.

The battle really brought home the idea that real people are dying. The
helment and the body silouetted by the explosion are very effective.

I got the feeling that being an ejectee would *not* be a pleasant thing.
In a future episode I would like to see a scene wherein a Starfury either
collides with an ejection pod or has to destroy one in its path to avoid
collision. (i.e. if it had been going backwards and then did a 180 to face
forward again, a la MOFTL.) Either way, have the two pilots make eye
contact before one or both die. (In case this could be construed as a story
idea, I hereby release it to the public domain and will sign papers to that
effect.  I don't think it qualifies since battle ideas have been bounced
around before.)

If the battle is in the middle of space, why did it take the humans so long
to realize that it's a trap?  Maybe if the Minbari had been waiting on the
other side of the moon, but what did Sinclair suddenly see that made him
scream, "It's a trap!"

While the "there is no up in space" problem is handled very well within
battle scenes and cut shots, I really want to see ship formations which
account for this fact and the fact that they don't have to deal with air
resistance. Scenes where a formation arranges itself so there are ships
facing to the side, up, down, and back after forward acceleration ceases
would be well received.

There are an awful lot of pyramids associated with the Minbari: Their ships
are triangular, the joining of the ridges on the back of Delenn's head has
a triangular pattern, Sinclair's torture harness is triangular, there is a
pyramid in the Grey Council leader's staff, the leader (?!)  has a triangle
on his head forehead, and Sinclair is scanned (?) with a triangular
crystal. The logical question is, to which Illuminati *fnord* group do the
Minbari belong? The UFOs, I assume.

The triangle on the Minbari leader's (?) forehead got me wondering: Do the
Minbari attach any special significance to symbols on the forehead?  Is the
leader the only one who bears a symbol there, or is there a broader
societal context in which forehead symbols are used? Does this add any
significance to the Minbari poet's decision to keep her brand?  Could
someone with tapes or a good memory quote her response to Franklin's offer
to remove it?

How do you determine who gets a vertical leather stripe on their uniform?
Officers, stripe; enlisted, no stripe?

That's it for now...

Benjy Thomas
benjy@ai.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 06:01:17 GMT
From: alpert@netaxs.com (Robert Alpert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Reason for Minbari war?

Was there ever any reason given for why Earth was at war with the Minbari
in the first place?  Did they attack Earth, or did Earth attack them; was
it over disputed territory?  Was there some specific incident that
triggered it?

Bob Alpert
alpert@access.netaxs.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 11:22:40 GMT
From: keeper@cats.ucsc.edu (Ron O'Dell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] References to the Prisoner

mmartini@nobska.er.usgs.gov (Marinna Martini) writes:
>Anyone know if the writers are Prisoner fans?

The series creator, and the writer of many episodes (including `Mind War'
and `And the Sky Full of Stars'), has stated on alt.tv.babylon-5 that he
believes The Prisoner is the best thing ever in the history of television.

Incidentally, he also said recently that the character of Knight Two (the
interrogator in `...Sky...') originally was taken by Walter Koenig, who of
course had a heart attack and couldn't do it (`Mind War' was made later
than `...Sky...', which is why Koenig appeared there after the heart
attack).  So the part got offered to Patrick McGoohan, No. 6 himself, who
liked it but had prior engagements for the shooting days.

As I watched the episode, I kept thinking of how McGoohan would have said
the lines.  It'd be like him playing No. 2 for a change!

Ron O'Dell
keeper@armory.com
keeper@cats.ucsc.edu
keeper@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 13:32:31 GMT
From: Jay.Morris@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Jay Morris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Reason for Minbari war?

During the first encounter, the Minbari ship made a move which the EA ship
interpreted as hostile.  It of course wasn't.  The EA ship fired, and
though not as well armed, had the element of surprise and destroyed the
Minbari ship.  When the Minbari came to investigate, the station command
decided it was an invading force and attacked.  No one really knows though
who fired the first shot.  This is as I remember it from the FAQ or some
other document.  Course, I've been have RAM errors lately so might not be
exact...

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 17:10:15 GMT
From: danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Reason for Minbari war?

If I recall, Joe says that the whole thing started because of a completely
botched up initial contact and misunderstanding.  I assume this will be
uncovered and explored as the series progresses.

WOW... what a show...

Dan Wood
danwood@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 17:15:33 GMT
From: purple@julian.uwo.ca (Tzoq Mrekazh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: Sky Impressions

Benjamin B. Thomas <benjy@totoro.ai.mit.edu> wrote:
>SPOILERS
>
>The triangle on the Minbari leader's (?) forehead got me wondering; Do the
>Minbari attach any special significance to symbols on the forehead?  Is
>the leader the only one who bears a symbol there, or is there a broader
>societal context in which forehead symbols are used?

I don't know if you noticed, but in the flash-back, when Sinclair uncovers
Delenn's face, she has some sort of a mark on *her* forehead.  I couldn't
make out what it was, however.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 19:59:55 GMT
From: tme155@measurex.com (Terry Egan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BABYLON-5 QUESTIONS

1. Why do all of the characters refer to the second-in-command ( Ivanova )
   as 'Lieutenant Commander'?  In every military that I have ever heard of,
   such a person would be referred to as 'Commander'.  Granted that LC is
   her rank, usually such a high-ranking person would be 'bumped-up' in
   conversation.

2. 'It was the Third Age of Mankind...' ( can't you just hear the capital
   letters ? :-) ).  What were the First and Second Ages ?  For that
   matter, what are the names of the Ages?

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 02:13:10 GMT
From: monsourc@appmath.uchicago.edu (Christopher Monsour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

khaight@netcom.com (Kyle Haight) writes:
>No comment on the Ivanova love interest, but the pro-Earth movement was
>alluded to in an earlier episode: "Infection."  Towards the end, where Dr.
>Franklin says something along the lines of "Back home, there's a growing
>pro-Earth movement..."

Another point: In another episode (`Born to the Purple'?), there was an
earthling who got his kicks bothering aliens.  He appeared _twice_ and had
no apparent function in the plot.  So he must have been there to set
something up for later.

Christopher J. Monsour

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 02:26:30 GMT
From: monsourc@appmath.uchicago.edu (Christopher Monsour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

rawdon@colby.cs.wisc.edu writes:
>The pro-Earth movement is a somewhat different matter.  Either it's a
>relatively trivial, or less plausibly, recent, affair, or I would expect
>them to be causing major and/or frequent disruptions (a la the Irish
>Republican Army), especially on a nexus of alien contact such as B5.

Two points:

(1) It seems that the `Earth First' movement is to some extent an
underground movement, so even if it is important, it will often not be
visible.  (or, at any rate, the violent part of the movement is
underground)

(2) If Earth First had something to do with the destruction of B1-4, then
they are powerful; if they didn't, why would they have taken an immediate
interest in B5?  After all, B5 isn't a threat to them unless it can prove
itself workable.  After B5 is operating for a year, then Earth First gets
worried...

Christopher J. Monsour

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

		     Television - Highlander (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 01:03:05 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL:  The Warmonger (no spoilers)

I just posted about "The Vampire" saying that I hoped things got better.

They did.  I *liked* Warmonger.  It kept me glued to my seat for almost the
entire show: it was suspenseful, it was well written, and the acting was
good, as well.

Even the annoying woman-of-the-week ended up having one good line, at the
end :).

Now, if I could only believe they'd all be this good...

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 04:30:22 GMT
From: mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (MATT WOODY)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL:  The Warmonger (no spoilers)

Sean Eric Fagan (sef@kithrup.com) wrote:
>Even the annoying woman-of-the-week ended up having one good line, at
>the end :).

Hmm, I didn't really like that line. Must Duncan sleep with the so-called
"woman-of-the-week"?

Woody

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 05:20:14 GMT
From: dk738@cleveland.freenet.edu (David F. Fink)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander: Warmonger   * SPOILERS *  ( long )

Spoilers for Warmonger follow ( Doves of Peace need go no further ) :

What a disappointment.  Such a promising beginning, only to have it end on
a low note.  Comments to follow :

1) Did anyone out there NOT figure out that the President's woman was going
to get killed after she picked up Drake's gun ?  For a fleeting moment,
however, I thought she might have been in on the plot with Drake.  Then I
saw the fright in her eyes when she saw the dead body and Drake with a gun,
and that thought went right out the window.

2) Duncan's woman of the week.  While I'm glad to see that he's starting to
play the field a little more lately, can't he stay away from these pushy,
hard to get rid of women who have nothing better to do than to pry into
Duncan's private life and try to blackmail him with it?  Didn't we see
enough of that with the lady Fed in Unholy Alliance?  Just leave Duncan
alone.  Let him chop off other Immortal's heads in peace. :)
   One more thing : her closing line in the story ( about getting to know
Duncan in the "biblical" sense ).  I might get flamed for this ( hence the
asbestos suit ), but I didn't like it.  She just met him a few days before,
and now she's willing to go to bed with him?  Of course, Mac's saving her
life might have something to do with it, but I still thought it wasn't
necessary.

3) The flashback scene.  I don't know about the rest of you, but I had a
hard time believing that Duncan could pass himself off as a Russian.  I
don't think he got the accent quite right.  The storyline in the flashback
was good, about the countess being taken prisoner and Duncan's trying to
free her, but did anyone believe that Duncan was REALLY going to keep that
promise about not fighting Drake unless they were the last two Immortals?
I expected the countess and her family to be killed.  But, when I saw them
walk out the front gate, I knew that, sooner or later, Duncan would break
that promise.  I did like Mac's taking of Drake's diamonds, though.  A nice
touch.  Whether or not Drake knew about the theft was never shown.  I like
to think that Duncan stole them, and got at least THAT satisfaction from
his encounter with Drake.

4) You call THAT a Quickening ?  We never saw the fatal blow, we didn't see
Duncan absorbing it ( or fighting it off; even THAT would have been an
improvement over what we saw ), and then he just walks right out of the
hangar disguised as Drake ?  From any other quickening I've seen, it seems
to take a lot out of an Immortal to absorb it ( though it took a lot more
out of the Immortal GIVING it :) ).  We're supposed to believe that, in a
matter of maybe a minute, Duncan recovers, disguises himself as Drake, and
walks out like nothing happened?  I don't think so.
   There were some good lines in the hangar, however.  Duncan's line about
remembering the name of the old man while he cuts off Drake's head was
priceless.  But, Drake's threat against Duncan's ladyfriend didn't ring
true.  He should have known that Duncan wouldn't go for that again!
   The two guys in the plane.  It seemed to me that, when they saw the
lightning flashes of the Quickening inside the hangar, they just stood
there and watched it, like it was an everyday happening.  Anybody else
notice this?  If so, what is your opinion?

5) The old man.  I think he was just included in the story to give Duncan a
reason to break his promise to Drake once he got killed.  His part in this
episode was almost unnecessary, except to give Duncan another dead friend
to mourn.

6) The scene in the cemetary was OK.  Some of the lines uttered there were
well done.  Drake's contempt for we mortals sounded uncomfortably like the
ravings of other Immortals gone down the evil path ( can't recall them
right now ).  Duncan's line about Immortals being teachers for humanity was
right on target.

Well, that's it for this week.  I wish it could have been better, but I
guess we'll just have to wait until next week.  I'm going to re-watch The
Gathering to wash the bad taste of this episode out of my mouth.

Later.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 06:35:45 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander: Warmonger * SPOILERS * ( long )

dk738@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (David F. Fink) writes:
>Spoilers for Warmonger follow ( Doves of Peace need go no further ) :
>
>What a disappointment.  Such a promising beginning, only to have it end on
>a low note.  Comments to follow :

Wow.  And I liked almost all of it, as I already said :).

>1) Did anyone out there NOT figure out that the President's woman was
>going to get killed after she picked up Drake's gun ?

No, but it was realistic.  She wasn't very bright, was she?

>3) The flashback scene.  I don't know about the rest of you, but I had a
>hard time believing that Duncan could pass himself off as a Russian.

But we already knew he *was* in Russia.  Remember "The Sea Witch" episode,
last season?

>5) The old man.  I think he was just included in the story to give Duncan
>a reason to break his promise to Drake once he got killed.

I don't quite agree.  Yes, Duncan needed an excuse to break his promise.
And I am not very comfortable with him having done so.  But it did need to
be done, and Duncan was the only one who could do it, really.

>His part in this episode was almost unnecessary, except to give Duncan
>another dead friend to mourn.

No.  He was a catalyst.  Without him, Duncan would have had no reason to
break his promise, and he almost certainly wouldn't have!

>6) The scene in the cemetary was OK.  Some of the lines uttered there were
>well done.

What I liked about it was that Drake was a very sane, very collected, and
very intelligent villain.  Probably what I would expect Duncan to be if
Duncan took that path.  And, ironically enough, *Duncan* was the one who
was closet to frothing at the mouth - a change from previous episodes.

>I wish it could have been better

I still liked it a lot.  I'll watch it again Thursday or Sunday, and see if
I still do, I guess.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 20:03:48 GMT
From: mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (MATT WOODY)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander: Warmonger   * SPOILERS *  ( long )

David F. Fink (dk738@cleveland.Freenet.Edu) wrote:
>Spoilers for Warmonger follow ( Doves of Peace need go no further ) :
>
>Duncan in the "biblical" sense ).  I might get flamed for this ( hence the
>asbestos suit ), but I didn't like it.  She just met him a few days
>before, and now she's willing to go to bed with him ?

I agree. Again, I say, must Mac sleep with the woman-o'-the-week? I was
glad he didn't with the Fed lady (as far as we know) but I was disappointed
when he slept with the IRA immortal woman (sorry, forgot her name). But
then again, this is a classic Hollywood device.

> 3) The flashback scene.  I don't know about the rest of you, but I had a
> hard time believing that Duncan could pass himself off as a Russian.  I
> don't think he got the accent quite right.  The storyline in the
> flashback was good, about the countess being taken prisoner and Duncan's
> trying to free her, but did anyone believe that Duncan was REALLY going
> to keep that promise about not fighting Drake unless they were the last
> two Immortals?

I thought Duncan made a fine Russian. The accent? I don't remember Drake
(or Drakov) speaking with a Russian accent. Only the true Russians did.

Did anyone believe Duncan would keep his promise? Yes. That's what made the
episode great. Here is Mac, a man of honor, bound by his word not to kill a
most dishonorable man. Great dilemma! Although one might say it was more
honorable to stop the madman and break the promise than to let Drake go and
keep the promise, I was quite disappointed with Duncan. I thought it was
totally inconsistent with his character.  Who knows, maybe Duncan could
have recruited another immortal to hack off Drake's head. (They seem to be
all over the place.)

>The two guys in the plane.  It seemed to me that, when they saw the
>lightning flashes of the Quickening inside the hangar, they just stood
>there and watched it, like it was an everyday happening.  Anybody else
>notice this?  If so, what is your opinion?

Remember, one of the guys saw the show, and started to leave the plane to
go to the hangar. The other stopped him and said, "He (Drake) said to wait
out here" (or something similar).

Woody

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 00:26:46 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander: Warmonger   * SPOILERS *  ( long )

It seems interesting that the guys can't understand why the
"women-of-the-week" are throwing themselves at Duncan.  Some of us women
think they are showing remarkable self-restraint.  ;-)

Actually, Duncan's only slept with Annie and Amanda that we know for sure,
and _maybe_ the woman in "Warmonger."  But this is why I want them to bring
in a continuing romantic relationship for Duncan for the third season.  I
want to see romance on Highlander (beats watching people mangle each
other), and this is the way to have it without the "woman of the week."
Besides, I think Adrian Paul would do a superb job portraying Duncan
falling in love again, and I would like to see it.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 03:58:08 GMT
From: rubio@han.paramax.com (Stuart Rubio)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander: Warmonger   * SPOILERS *  ( long )

David F. Fink <dk738@cleveland.Freenet.Edu> wrote:
>1) Did anyone out there NOT figure out that the President's woman was
>going to get killed after she picked up Drake's gun ?  

Yes, it was as easy as most of the plots on tv to understand and predict,
but it was somewhat well presented. After all, we did see a considerable
amount of conversation between two Immortals who had very different
philosophies, and saw that they have had a solution to their differences
that lasted for nearly a century before coming to a violent end. A pity the
villain of the week was not more imaginative. It is clear that Duncan
follows much of Darius' non-interference philosophy when it comes to the
"evil" side of the Immortality. He was more than willing to allow this
Immortal to function, as he has been willing to allow even someone like
Greyson to manipulate mortals so long as he/they did/do so quietly,
allowing mortals to make their own choices in life.

As far as the stupidity of the supporting cast, that continues in all tv.
Highlander is no exception, unfortunately.

>2) Duncan's woman of the week.  While I'm glad to see that he's starting
>to play the field a little more lately, can't he stay away from these
>pushy, hard to get rid of women who have nothing better to do than to pry
>into Duncan's private life and try to blackmail him with it?  

Actually, it is too bad that Duncan winds up becoming so predictable when
it comes to getting laid. This is an obvious point of attack for every
Immortal who wants his head. If he thinks he can survive indefinitely, the
writers are not being very realistic (Of course, they do not have to be
so.)

>One more thing : her closing line in the story ( about getting to know
>Duncan in the "biblical" sense ).  I might get flamed for this ( hence the
>asbestos suit ), but I didn't like it.  She just met him a few days
>before, and now she's willing to go to bed with him?  

Personally, I found it more dangerous for the plots of the episodes in the
future. How can Duncan argue with the Immortal in this episode that
Immortals must keep a very low profile, then potentially jump into bed with
a known ambitious reporter? He showed none of the 400 year old common sense
for which he prided himself in earlier episodes, when he lived with Richie.

>... but did anyone believe that Duncan was REALLY going to keep that
>promise about not fighting Drake unless they were the last two Immortals ?

Duncan's "deal" made no sense. It was like watching most cop programs on
tv. The hero surrenders "his" gun whenever some "evil" villain gets his
hands on an innocent bystander, even though it would be clear that, in the
real world, he and the victim would die. This kind of senseless plot I hope
is not repeated on a series that has proven can be better than this.

>4) You call THAT a Quickening ?  We never saw the fatal blow, we didn't
>see Duncan absorbing it ( or fighting it off; even THAT would have been an
>improvement over what we saw ), and then he just walks right out of the
>hangar disguised as Drake ?  From any other quickening I've seen, it seems
>to take a lot out of an Immortal to absorb it ( though it took a lot more
>out of the Immortal GIVING it :) ).  We're supposed to believe that, in a
>matter of maybe a minute, Duncan recovers, disguises himself as Drake, and
>walks out like nothing happened ?  I don't think so.

It certainly appeared that they had run out of time and needed to close the
episode fast. The Quickening was different. I had no problem with the
variation on the subplot, but I would have enjoyed it more if there had
been more to it. Duncan CAN NOT BE KILLED, since he is the star. There is
nothing served by any plot that even suggests that he will be. This is not
a series in which Immortals take his place as the series progresses.

>There were some good lines in the hangar, however.  Duncan's line about
>remembering the name of the old man while he cuts off Drake's head was
>priceless.  But, Drake's threat against Duncan's ladyfriend didn't ring
>true.  He should have known that Duncan wouldn't go for that again !

I was more interested in the discussion Duncan had with the old man just
before he died, in which he differentiated between Duncan giving his word
to someone who would honor such a bargain, and giving his word to someone
who would not. Here was a rare opportunity for some Mortal to teach a 400
year old Immortal something about life. It was refreshing, and, more
importantly, it was one of those moments where we see Duncan still
learning.

>The two guys in the plane.  It seemed to me that, when they saw the
>lightning flashes of the Quickening inside the hangar, they just stood
>there and watched it, like it was an everyday happening.  Anybody else
>notice this ?  If so, what is your opinion ?

Yes, it appeared that at least one knew something about it. He may have
seen it before.

>5) The old man.  I think he was just included in the story to give Duncan
>a reason to break his promise to Drake once he got killed.  His part in
>this episode was almost unnecessary, except to give Duncan another dead
>friend to mourn.

Oh, he did much more than that!  Think about the reality taught to Duncan
in this episode.  If it is continued in later episodes, Duncan will not
function as a cardboard hero character, but will take an even more
realistic view of the world and his opponents.

>6) The scene in the cemetary was OK.  Some of the lines uttered there were
>well done.  Drake's contempt for we mortals sounded uncomfortably like the
>ravings of other Immortals gone down the evil path ( can't recall them
>right now ).  Duncan's line about Immortals being teachers for humanity
>was right on target.

I thought Drake put a good dialog to all of the actions taken by "evil"
Immortals throughout the series. The evil side has fallen into two basic
types; those who are driven over the edge by their Immortality, and those
who have decided to take control of the world to some degree. 

Stuart

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Poul Anderson & Brust (3 msgs) & Bujold &
                     Card (3 msgs) & de Lint (3 msgs) &
                     Eddings (2 msgs) & Engdahl & Feist &
                     Gould & Kay

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 01:03:33 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Poul Anderson, Time Patrol

seashore@pirinen.demon.co.uk (Anetta Meriranta Pirinen) writes:
>So is there a new book on the Time Patrol or is this a collection of the
>older stories? I have Time Patrolman('83) and Guardians of Time('81).

The Tor omnibus THE TIME PATROL, published in hardcover a couple of years
ago and now available in trade pb as well, collects the following:

The two old collections THE GUARDIANS OF TIME and TIME PATROLMAN;

The YA novel THE YEAR OF THE RANSOM, previously published (only in
hardcover) by Walker & Co.; essentially a "prequel" to THE SHIELD OF TIME;

And an all-new, never-before-published short novel or long novella (roughly
50,000 words) of Manse Everard and the Time Patrol called STAR OF THE SEA.

The Tor omnibus THE TIME PATROL should, incidentally, not be confused with
the old SF Book Club omnibus of the same name, which only collects THE
GUARDIANS OF TIME and TIME PATROLMAN.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 14:36:27 GMT
From: ebarnea@garnet.acns.fsu.edu (Eyal Barnea)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: The Gypsy

Ned Danieley (ndd@sunbar.mc.duke.edu) wrote:
>and the background of the Gypsy wasn't explained as much as I would like.

If you are interested in getting some more background on the Gypsy and his
two brothers, try reading _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_.  It creates a
backbone for tG which makes it a lot more interesting.

Eyal Barnea
ebarnea@garnet.acns.fsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 04:05:07 GMT
From: schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Five Hundred Years After_, by Steven Brust (no spoilers)

Sean Eric Fagan <sef@kithrup.com> wrote:
>But I will not read it again.  The Dumas-style it is written in makes it
>too difficult to read.  It becomes durable after the first few chapters
>(there are 34)

I'm afraid I have to second this.  In Phoenix Guards it was vaguely cute.
In 500 Years it is overdone to the point of irritation.

I didn't like the "About the Author" stuff very much.  By the end of the
book my tolerance for silliness had dwindled to zero, I guess.

Let's take a survey.  Show of hands: how many were rooting for Adron to
destroy the city? :-)

Ok, I admit I felt sorry for Khaavren, knowing he was going to have such a
shocking day.

Since we have an authority who is even more reliable than the Daemon
Goddess, let me ask about a minor continuity issue.  If Sethra felt that
she could successfully teleport Aliera to the Paths of the Dead, why didn't
she do that for Vlad and Morrolan when they went to fetch her?  Just busy
that day?  For something so important I'd expect her to make the effort.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 04:31:17 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Five Hundred Years After_, by Steven Brust

There *is* a spoiler for FHYA, actually.

schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz) writes:
>If Sethra felt that she could successfully teleport Aliera to the Paths of
>the Dead, why didn't she do that for Vlad and Morrolan when they went to
>fetch her?

For the same reason she couldn't go there herself: she was rather occupied
with a Jenoine.  And I bet she felt that keeping one of them from ruling
Dragaera again was a bit more important than a single line of the House of
Dragon.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 05:08:49 GMT
From: CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu (The Fool Eternal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Bujold: Nexus structure?

I was rereading my copy of _Mirror Dance_ on the bus trip from State
College to Pittsburgh (for those of you who know Pittsburgh, the idiot bus
driver was so busy blathering about transfers driving on Boulevard of the
Allies that he ended up turning onto the Liberty Bridge, causing an
unplanned side trip through the South Side, the West End, and the North
Side).

Anyways, I suddenly realized that I had only the weakest grasp of what
exactly the Nexus looks like in Bujold's novels. The passage I am thinking
of refers to "the shortest standard route between Jackson's Whole and
Escobar". The context didn't suggest that they were talking about, say, an
unstandard route via Komarr and the Hegen Hub. the suggestion was that not
only were there multiple routes from Escobar to J's Whole, but that it was
possible to travel them in non-standard ways, i.e., that the routes are
nexii themselves, multiple-dee traceworks instead of kinked lines of
connected systems.

This would make such concepts as "taking a wormhole from both ends at once"
more understandable. It would also explain why interstellar wars such as
the Third Barrayarran-Centagendan War and the Escobaran Invasion were
possible at all.  Finally, it would explain how smuggling and blockading
runs like the Marilac operations are able to get into dominated systems
without pitched battles with the blockading forces.

Am I seeing things again? All the actual tactical and strategic action that
have occurred so far have occurred in systems with single-wormhole access
to routes, there certainly isn't concrete textual evidence for this
construction.

Mitch Hagmaier

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 22:32:36 GMT
From: RAH12@psuvm.psu.edu (Roger A. Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game

pwyarr@PROBLEM_WITH_INEWS_GATEWAY_FILE (Phil Yarrington) says:
>robert potts (potts.39@MAGNUS.ACS.OHIO-STATE.EDU) wrote:
>> My favorite, after the Ender books, is called _Songbird_(I think).  It's
>> about a kid who can influence peoples' emotions by singing.  It has a
>> few interesting plot twists.
>
>I agree with just about everything here.  After Ender's Game, I think my
>favorite is called "Treason" which I think is a re-release of a book
>called "A Planet called Treason".  Can anyone confirm this?

Robert is thinking of _Songmaster_ here.  IMHO it's one of his best, and
certainly one of his most subtle. If Card has a fault, it's that you can
clearly see the bone structure throughout his writing.  Your Farvergnugen
may vary.

_Treason_ is more than a re-release of _A Planet Called Treason_.  It's not
exactly a new work, but it does contain additional material, and a lot of
the existing material has been rewritten to reflect Card's increasing
mastery of things like character and setting.

Some of his finest work really is in the short stories though.  I'd
recommend "Unaccompanied Sonata" found in _Maps in a Mirror_, as well as
one of the four paperback books cloned out of MiaM.  It's a shattering
story.

Roger A. Hunt
rah12@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 18:38:53 GMT
From: ig25@fg70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card's "Unaccompanied Sonata" (was: Ender's Game)

Mark Bernstein (markb@cimage.com) writes:
>I'm working my way through MiaM now, and just read "Unaccompanied Sonata"
>last week.  I *hated* it.  I found it profoundly disturbing and
>depressing, and still haven't figured out what Card was trying to say.

I also found it implausible, for several reasons.

 - The notion that artists can do anything worthwhile be completely free of
   extrenal influences is bunk.

 - Why did the artist suddenly turn enforcer?  Do totalitarian states arm
   their dissidents and put them on the street as secret police?  I know
   the notion is older (from Brave New World, at least) but it is still
   very, very implausible.

Thomas Koenig
ig25@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
ig25@dkauni2.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 15:58:05 GMT
From: seashore@pirinen.demon.co.uk (Anetta Meriranta Pirinen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card's "Unaccompanied Sonata"

markb@cimage.com "Mark Bernstein" writes:
> I'm working my way through MiaM now, and just read "Unaccompanied Sonata"
> last week.  I *hated* it.  I found it profoundly disturbing and
> depressing, and still haven't figured out what Card was trying to say.

In one interview I read years ago - sorry, I don't even remember the
magazine/fanzine's name, Card tells that he played with the idea that
somebody or something would forbid him to write. As for a writer forbidden
to write is like forbidden to breathe, he wanted to know what would happen.
And what kind of society would forbid creating something, in the short
story it became music.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 23:51:26 GMT
From: ckt4x@faraday.clas.virginia.edu (Curt Tsui)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Charles de Lint

The only de Lint I've ever read has been _Moonheart_ (which, thankfully,
has been reprinted by Orb/Tor so that I can own a nice copy) but I was
wondering about his other works, which I'm surprised I've never tried (too
many books!).

Could I get some opinions as to what his best books might be?  I realize
that opinions differ, but this kind of thing really does help me out
sometimes.  How does _Spiritwalk_ compare?

Curt Tsui
curt@Virginia.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 22:28:52 GMT
From: ctakaoka@fs2.engga.uwo.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

I waited for Spiritwalk to come in paperback for ages and there was some
suspense in it for me (the wait).  Unfortunately, although i liked the
book, I can't really say that it was really worth the wait.  Moonheart and
Greenmantle were a heck of a lot better.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 02:04:34 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

ggurman@cory.EECS.Berkeley.EDU (Gail Gurman) wrote:
> Here's a list of all of de Lint's books that I know of:
> 
> The Fair at Emain Macha (198?)
> The Riddle of the Wren (1984)
> Moonheart (1984)
> The Harp of the Grey Rose (1985)
> Mulengro: A Romany Tale (1985)
> Yarrow: An Autumn Tale (1986)
> Jack the Giant-Killer (1987)
> Greenmantle (1988)
> Wolf Moon (1988)
> Svaha (1989)
> Drink Down the Moon (1990)
> The Little Country (1991)
> Spiritwalk (including Ascian in Rose and Westlin Wind (1989)) (1991)
> Dreams Underfoot (199?)
> Into the Green (forthcoming)

Dreams Underfoot is a collection of his short stories, appeard in 1993 I
believe.  Into the Green came out in hardback in 1993 also.  His newest
book, just out, is THE WILD WOOD, the first volume in Brian Froud's
FAERIELANDS series.  Froud did a series of paintings, then selected authors
took paintings that inspired them and wrote a story to go along with them.
de Lint's is the first book out in this series, with others scheduled by
Patricia McKillip, Midori Snyder, and Terri Windling.

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 20:11:19 GMT
From: Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.compaq.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: EDDINGS -- Should I read?

nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu (Norman Morin) writes:
>So, given my change in tastes, my question is: Do you think It'd be worth
>it to read THE MALLOREON, or his more recent non-Garion, Silk, and Friends
>stuff?

Go back and re-read The Belgariad.  If you still like it after all these
years, then go and give The Malloreon a try.  I'd give you 50/50 odds that
you'll like it.  But if you re-read The Belgariad and feel like you've
outgrown it (or whatever), then don't waste your time with The Malloreon.

I liked The Malloreon.  It is some years after The Belgariad, and we get to
see how some of the characters have grown and changed.  Their adventures
take them this time to the Eastern Hemisphere, to the continent of
Mallorea.  Some of what everyone says about this series is true - it is not
very different from The Belgariad.  But I never worried about that.  I've
always considered The Mallorean to just be the second half of The
Belgariad/Malloreon Series.  I myself can't picture The Belgariad standing
on its own as a series.  (All of this is IMHO, of course.)

Sorry to say I haven't gotten around to The Elenium or The Tamuli yet.

Erich Hurst
Compaq Computer Corporation
Houston, Texas

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 00:15:08 GMT
From: bigtree@acpub.duke.edu (Daniel Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: EDDINGS -- Should I read?

I liked "The Losers."  I liked the characters, and I liked the message he
was sending.  In short, I liked it.

The best thing about Eddings is the dialogue.  Snappy, sarcastic, and
superior.

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 20:17:14 GMT
From: "ASTRO::RUNDLE"@linus.bcasd.az.honeywell.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Engdahl

Because Sylvia Engdahl came up on this list, I went down to the library to
get her books and re-read them.  I have very fond memories of her books.

After getting them out of storage :( (apparently not very popular) from the
juveniles, I brought them all home Friday.

Finished the Noren series (This Star Shall Abide, Beyond the Tomorrow
Mountains (?) The Doors to the Universe) this morning.  Obviously I got
nothing else done this weekend.

Still excellent books, good writing.  Worth reading at least once.  Got
science, genetics, good characters.  People are perhaps too good.  There's
not enough bad guys.  But that's a minor nit.

They are juveniles, and yet they are not.  There is plenty for both kids
and adults to enjoy.  I would not have placed them in juveniles.

I still have 4 other books by her to read.  Yeah.  It's been at least 10
years since I read them last, and I want to thank whoever brought up the
subject for reminding me.  I'm really enjoying this!

Iris

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 16:30:32 GMT
From: raymond@crash.cts.com (Ray Feist)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Question - The King's Bucanneer

Robyn Goldstein (hawk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu) wrote:
>I don't know if the new Raymond Feist book will be dealing with the
>Riftwar; however he has a new book, called the Shadow Queen (something
>like that) due out in June or July of this year.  This information was
>found through the Library of Congress computer system, so it's probably
>wrong.  I hope this helps.

Nope.  Not wrong at all.  It's _Shadow of a Dark Queen_ and it's Volume 1
in the Serpentwar Saga.

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 22 Mar 1994 10:45:17 -0500
From: ecl@mtgpfs1.mt.att.com (Evelyn C Leeper )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JUMPER by Steven Gould

			  JUMPER by Steven Gould
	  Tor, ISBN 0-812-52237-0, 1993 (1992c), 344pp, US$4.99.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   When I told a friend I was reading this, his response was, "It's not
alternate history; it's not literary.  Why are you reading it?"  Well, even
I have to have a change of pace once in a while.

   JUMPER is a classic adventure-type, wish-fulfillment story.
Seventeen-year-old Davy Rice discovers one day that he has the ability to
"jump" (teleport).  (In a nod to Alfred Bester's THE STARS MY DESTINATION,
he discovers this when he first jumps accidentally to avoid a beating.
Gould credits Bester and other authors in his acknowledgement.)  After
experimenting a bit, Rice discovers he can jump at will, but only to places
he can visualize.  (Now you know who buys all those one-way tickets!)  At
first he uses this power somewhat frivolously, but then turns it to more
serious purpose.

   One can't demand too much realism from what is essentially an adolescent
power fantasy (could he really outsmart EVERYONE in the CIA?), and if you
turn off your objections to such details you can have a lot of fun with
this book.  My one caveat is that although this description makes JUMPER
sound like a juvenile/young adult novel, there are scenes of violence, and
abuse is an on-going theme.  With that warning, I recommend this book.

Title:      Jumper
Author:     Steven Gould
City:       New York
Date:       October 1993
Publisher:  Tor
Comments:   paperback, US$4.99 [1992]
Order Info: ISBN 0-812-52237-0
Pages:      344pp

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 00:05:56 GMT
From: garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: GG Kay: Fionavar Tapestry

I've just started reading "The Summer Tree", the first book of G G Kay's
_Fionavar Tapestry_ trilogy.  Several friends recommended it to me, but the
first third of the book hasn't been too good in my opinion.

The set-up was really lame.  Between that and the way various archetypal
roles are described in the world of Fionavar, the whole story sounds like a
description of an AD&D campaign.  Come to think of it, I've played lots of
fantasy rpg's more believable than this book.

I usually forgive authors their use of fiat to get a story rolling, but I
sense that this story isn't going to get any sturdier.  I'd like to hear
what other people think of Kay's story, and whether or not it gets any
better as it progresses.  If nobody can convince me that it does, I'll stop
reading it now and pick up another author instead.

Bill Garrett
garrett@cs.unc.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Lem (3 msgs) & McDonald & Niven (3 msgs) &
                    Rawn & Spider Robinson & Shea &
                    Stephenson & Strugatsky Brothers (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 02:32:25 GMT
From: mmt@unify.com (Manuel A. McLure T.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

ivin@monoceros.EECS.Berkeley.EDU (Ilya Vinarsky) writes:
>Last summer I read a Russian translation of a novel by Stanislaw Lem;
>rendered in English, its title would probably be "Inspection on the Spot".
>It was the best book I have read in a looong time.

I thing that I remember a translation of a Stanislaw Lem book into Spanish
that was called "La Investigacion" (The Investigation)...  could that be
it?

Manuel A. McLure
mmt@unify.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 11:03:18 GMT
From: elrond@imladris.frmug.fr.net (Bertrand Petit)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

zazen@awdprime.austin.ibm.com (Ed Welbon) writes:
>Lem has also written many good short stories collections, I recommend: "A
>Perfect Vacuum", "Pirx The Pilot", "Further Adventures of Pirx The Pilot",
>"One Human Minute", and "Eden".

   He also wrote some novels: "Solaris", "Les memoires d'Ijon Ticky", "Le
congres de futurologie" (I don't know the English titles).

>According to various people I have asked (French, Spanish, German and now
>Russian), Lem's works seem to stand up to translation very well (the
>translations from Polish to English have certainly faired well).  I have
>always marvelled at this.

   Yes, French translations of Stanislaw Lem's works are really good work
if my memories don't play tricks...

   Two days ago I saw for the first time Andrei Tarkovski's Solaris. It's a
good movie, quite strange. Good direction. Yesterday I saw Stalker (from
Strugatsky brothers novel): it's definitely one of the greatest ever made
SF movie. It's even stranger than Solaris but used a lot of "not said"
(rough translation of French "non-dit") to achieve his goal.  The plot is
different from the novel but it's more interesting, more mature.

elrond@imladris.frmug.fr.net

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 11:41:43 GMT
From: Michel_Basilieres@babylon.montreal.qc.ca (Michel Basilieres)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re(2): Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

I'll jump on the Lem topic here.

While there are a few Western sf writers who are really first class
(Delany, Disch) and others who are still miles above commercial hackwork
(Davidson, Leiber, Lafferty), Lem is in a class by himself. I think it's
because he's an international writer with an international outlook (i.e. he
considers himself a writer, he reads writers from all countries, he knows
more than just his high school science: history, philosophy, world lit,
etc.)

By the way, on another topic, I too think Stalker is a brilliant film; and
will be seeing Solaris tomorrow.

Michel_Basilieres@fc.babylon.montreal.qc.ca.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 17:20:00 GMT
From: glen.cox@onestop.sccsi.com (Glen Cox)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hearts, Hands and Voices

>  I've just read _Hearts, Hands and Voices_ by Ian McDonald and thought it
>  was a great book.
>
>  Is there any other stuff by him that can be recomended? I've heard of a
>  _Out on Blue Six_ but don't know anything about it.

_Out on Blue Six_ is a combination BRAZIL meets NEUROMANCER goes to
TITAN/WIZARD/DEMON, but the sum doesn't match up to the parts.  Which isn't
to say it isn't worthwhile.  It's not a "serious" sf book, but more a
satire like SNOW CRASH (but not nearly as funny).  If you liked one by
McDonald, though, you should give it a try.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 20:54:24 GMT
From: abb3w@fulton.seas.virginia.edu (Arthur Bernard Byrne)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven:  "Down In Flames" won't happen

<phillips@stsci.edu> wrote:
>> Niven seems to be building up to the long rumored _Down in Flames_, 
>
>This seems much less likely than it did a few years ago, since many plot
>elements in the "Man-Kzin Wars" books makes "Down In Flames" quite
>implausible (although only one of the stories in Man-Kzin Wars was written
>by Niven, he has been quoted as saying that the events in Man-Kzin Wars
>are canon).
>
>***Man-Kzin Wars Spoilers***

Not to mention possible spoilers for _Down in Flames_....

>In one of the books, a Slaver Ship complete with Slaver and several slave
>species is discovered, in stasis, at the core of a small asteroid around
>Alpha Centauri - the Slaver ship had been in stasis so long that
>asteroidal material had congealed around it.  The whole process of
>enslavement from the point of view of the slave is even more chilling than
>I thought, since it had only been hinted at in previous Slaver
>appearances.

   OK: The Tnuctipun hadn't been able to find out whether or not the humans
had done anything with the Sea Statue (the ARM did a very effective job
hushing that one up), so they pushed something less subtle in the way.

>In another book, we meet a Tnuctipun, the chief antagonist of the Slavers
>in the billion-year-ago war, also from a stasised ship.  We also find out
>that Tnuctipun aren't nice guys either ("Alien" in Tnuctipun translates
>literally as "food that talks").

(Man-Kzin Wars V, FWIW)
   The Tnuctipun, deciding that the absence of any Tnuctipun ever being
found would doubtless be considered suspicious, have some planted. It seems
suspicious to me that there would be evidence of the planet "splashing"
over a BILLION years later, so that you could home in on the splash. I
don't quite buy that. =)

>I believe it's also implied that Kzinti were deliberately evolved to be
>pathological towards Slavers - apparently, an un-stasised Slaver was
>encountered early in Kzinti space history, and it frightened the priests
>so much that they instigated a breeding program for agressiveness.

   Implied by a conservator of the Ancestral Past, and if I can think of an
occupation that seems more suspicious, call me sthondat bait.  Niven can
still do it... I think it would be a great catharsis for him. =)

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 21:55:58 GMT
From: jfc@athena.mit.edu (John F Carr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: REVIEW: Niven's _Crashlander_

Christopher Davis <ckd@kei.com> wrote:
>Two continuity nits in _Crashlander_ (non-spoilers):
>
>2) In "Procrustes" the Kzin and Trinocs are mentioned as enemies.
>   However, the Trinoc-Human first contact *had* to be later, since Louis
>   was a little young to be flying a singleship...

As I recall, the contact was on Louis' last trip before _Ringworld_, nearly
2 centuries after _Crashlander_.

John Carr
jfc@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 22:31:30 GMT
From: JEK133@psuvm.psu.edu (Josh Kaderlan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: "Down In Flames" won't happen

(SPOILERS follow)

In Crashlander, Bey says that the Fleet of Worlds is traveling at
relativistic speeds, and that anything traveling at those speeds is going
to be bombarded by a whole heap of gamma rays.  Obviously, he continues, if
they can shield their worlds from that kind of radiation, they can do so
for the radiation from the Core explosion.  He then goes on to say that the
puppeteers are just running away so they can later reclaim all of Known
Space, when everyone else is gone.  So here's my question: Just what the
hell are the puppeteers running away from?
  Tnuctipun?  :)

Josh

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 19:30:03 GMT
From: dn1g+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dawn Marie Neuhart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

>The sequence is:
>   Dragon Prince
>   The Star Scroll
>   Sunrunner's Fire
> 
>   Stronghold
>   The Dragon Token
>   Skybowl
> 
>Melanie says there will, eventually, be more books in this world, but she
>"needs a break."

However, another of Rawn's books, I believe the name of it is "Exile" is
supposed to be released in October or something.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 18:28:47 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: Callahan's

   I feel a kind of ambivalent embarrassment every time a new Kurt Vonnegut
book comes out, and I suspect that I am not alone.  I remember that I not
only enjoyed his earlier books as fiction, but even thought that he was a
brilliant and perceptive thinker, and the shame creeps over me.
   Then I remind myself that the early books did have a lot to offer. They
were genuinely and deliberately funny, and they did not promote the dumb
ideas that one now associates with his name.  In those days he was not
saying that fiction writing is simply a form of lying, morally inferior to
any sort of physical work, or that our species would be happier if only we
weren't stuck with these terrible large brains that think all the time.
Even his more recent work is not entirely devoid of merit.
   I'm starting to have similar feelings about Spider Robinson, to see him
as the sort of wretched excess that I took seriously in the Sixties.  It's
unfair to him, but I don't think I am being entirely mistaken.
   In the Sixties, there were any number of books about how They (the
Establishment) were uptight, repressive, narrow-minded, and invincibly
ignorant, about sex in particular, but about all sorts of other things as
well, but that We were free-thinking and open minded.
   In retrospect, the books were right about Them, but wrong about Us.  The
critique of sexual puritanism, for instance, was incisive (and, alas, not
dated), but next to that we can see unexamined assumptions that now don't
look a whole lot better than the obvious nonsense they were attacking.  (In
many cases, feminism offered an instant corrective.)
   Spider Robinson's writing is in that tradition.  It shows up in perhaps
its purest form in the Callahan's Bar stories.  They are sf stories, often
quite good as such.  They are also representative of a particular
sensibility, reminiscent of the Sixties, but updated to avoid some of that
decade's less enlightened views, about women and gays for instance.
   And now, *Off the Wall at Callahan's* [Tor tpb] presents the ideas, in
what purports to be the wit and wisdom of the denizens of Callahan's.
   Much of it is witty and wise, things like "Where I come from, anything
that says, 'Excuse me' is considered human."  Some is good, but strikes
this particular reader as overly familiar.  (Your mileage may vary.)  But
there's also stuff like:
   "Triads have a very short shelf life - unless all three members are
ambisexual.  For a heterosexual species with two sexes, odd numbers are
unstable.  If a commodity is scarce, competition for it will ensue.  Triads
are as interesting as hell - while they last.  But so is a chimney fire."
   I picked this Horrible Example not because it's more categorical and
dogmatic than others, it isn't, but because it is one that I know from my
own experience to be a bunch of shit.  I am a part of one of those
nonexistent long-lasting het triads, going on seven years now and getting
better all the time.  We've had difficulties, as has every relationship
involving more than one person, but Robinson's alleged diagnosis is
relevant to almost none of them.  If someone came into Callahan's and
announced that there could not be any sort of good sexual/romantic
relationship between two people with the same sort of genitalia, he would
be scorned and pitied, and rightly so.  Robinson's statement is less
ignorant - there are fewer counterexamples and they are less publicized
but, I don't think it is any less stupid.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 18:29:47 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: In memoriam: Robert Shea

   Novelist Robert Shea died this month.  Best known as co-author (with
Robert Anton Wilson) of the *Illuminatus!* trilogy, he also wrote the
historical novels *Shike*, *All Things Are Lights*, *The Saracen*, and
*Shaman*.
   Shea's historical fiction can be described as "traditional."  Each novel
told a story, with beginning, middle, and end, pretty much in that order,
and pretty much without obliqueness, irony, ambiguity, metafictional
self-reference, and other such postmodern qualities.  The books can
likewise be described as traditional in morality.  Though they do not
reflect the punitive sexual code often indicated by that phrase, they
unabashedly treat such traits as compassion, courage, and loyalty as Good
Things.
   There are those who condescend to this sort of novel.  (It is
particularly easy to do so if one has not attempted to write one.)  In
reply, one might, at the very least, point out that each apparently simple
and straightforward story is also a skilled and complex weaving of many
plot threads, told in graceful prose with style and wit, and peopled with
richly detailed and fascinating characters.
   As a person, Shea was much like his novels.  First and foremost, he
believed that people should be nice to each other, but behind this
apparently simple approach was an intelligent awareness of the problems it
entailed and a perceptive skepticism about the organizations and ideologies
which purported to provide and institutionalize niceness.
   I has the pleasure of knowing Bob Shea, first postally and then in
person as well, for 15 years.  When Bernadette Bosky and I had our nonlegal
wedding ceremony, he officiated, with the style, humor, and warmth he
brought to everything.  He was a flawed human being like all of us, but his
good qualities far outweighed his flaws.  I will miss him.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 22:53:05 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neal Stephenson's The Big U

Justine Kingsbury (kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu) wrote:
[A really cool review that makes me want this book even more, but
 I can't find a copy. ]

>Why The Big U hasn't been re-issued yet, given Snowcrash's enormous
>success, is anyone's guess. It will be soon, bank on it.

I hope you're right, but I wouldn't put any money on it.  When Stephenson
was at UBS signing books, I asked if he knew where I could find a copy of
The Big U (I already had Zodiac and, of course, Snow Crash).  His response
was along the lines of, "Don't bother; it's terrible."

If the author feels this way about a book, I question the likelihood of it
ever seeing the light of day (again).

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 11:16:03 GMT
From: c0689582@techst02.technion.ac.il (Roman M. Parparov)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brothers A&B.Strugatsky and Soviet SF

Since I was born and raised in Russia I've read a whole lot of Soviet
Authors' SF, amongst them Brothers Strugatsky were my favorite.  I know
some of their books were translated into English and published in the West.
I would like to discuss their novels or just learn other people's opinions
about their books, if anybody has read them.  As well I would be interested
to know are there any other Soviet SF writers popular in the West.

Roman M. Parparov
c0689582@techst02.technion.ac.il

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 05:15:57 GMT
From: jltrudel@epas.utoronto.ca (Jean-Louis Trudel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brothers A&B.Strugatsky and Soviet SF

The Strugatsky brothers are among my favorite authors.  I'm not sure that
it is so much for their scientific fictions as it is for their
intelligence, their style, their humanism, and above all their wit applied
to SF.

I've read a medley of their books, in French and English translations, but
so widely spaced in time that I find it difficult to form a satisfying
evaluation.

Some of the early books, which are satiric in tone, remind me a bit of
Gogol's "The Nose" and of Kafka for the absurdity and the humour.  For a
Westerner, not necessarily knowledgeable about the ins and outs of Soviet
officialdom, I'm sure a lot goes missing.  I definitely prefer the later
novels or the less allegorical ones.

Some novels seem to me to stand alone.  One of them, about the Country of
the Happy Idiots, reminded me of various SF works from the Sixties,
especially some novels by Brunner.  A more recent one (I think), taking
place at the Inn of the Dead Alpinist, was just a delight to read.  Subtle,
allusive SF.

And then there's the series of their great works, for which I guess they
may be best known: books like _Hard to be a God_, _A Guy from Hell_, and
the novels featuring Maxim Kammerer.  For those alone, I think the
Strugatsky brothers deserve to be long remembered.

This is a rather brief and cursory overview; to go into more detail, I'd
have to go back and re-read them.  There are books I'm still looking for
too, such as _Roadside Picnic_ and at least one with Maxim Kammerer...

Jean-Louis Trudel

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Vinge (11 msgs) & Willis (2 msgs) &
                        Zelazny (5 msgs) & Arthurian Stories (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 01:30:23 GMT
From: lintz@bombur.cis.udel.edu (Brian Lintz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

Speaking of Vernor Vinge, I recently read _The Peace War_, which I picked
up at a used bookstore, based on what I heard here in this group. I really
liked the book, and I was wondering what other books by Vinge are
Net-recommended?

Brian Lintz
lintz@udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 02:53:38 GMT
From: rdippold@qualcomm.com (Ron "Asbestos" Dippold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

_A Fire Upon the Deep_ gets a big Net-Thumbs-Up, from past discussion.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 03:32:55 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

Brian Lintz <lintz@bombur.cis.udel.edu> wrote:
>Speaking of Vernor Vinge, I recently read _The Peace War_, which I picked
>up at a used bookstore, based on what I heard here in this group. I really
>liked the book, and I was wondering what other books by Vinge are
>Net-recommeded?

There's always the sequel: _Marooned in Realtime_, that's just as good, if
not better.  There's also an in-between short story called "The Ungoverned"
that can be found in _True Names... and Other Dangers_.  As far as MiR
goes, tU is basically back-story for one of the main characters.

All three have been collected in a single volume.  I don't recall what the
title is.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 19:46:58 GMT
From: ckd@kei.com (Christopher Davis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

Dave Schaumann <dave@CS.Arizona.EDU> writes:
> All three [_The Peace War_, "The Ungoverned", _Marooned in Realtime_]
> have been collected in a single volume.  I don't recall what the title
> is.

_Across Realtime_ (Baen).

Christopher Davis
ckd@kei.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 19:48:52 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

The positive recommendations have pretty much been covered (the realtime
story and two novels, two short story collections, and the recent
award-winning AFutD, and, of course, everything the man writes from here on
out, pretty much).  It remains only to offer a couple of negative
recommendations: don't read _The Witling_.  And leave _(Tatja) Grimm's
World_ for last.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 21:24:54 GMT
From: paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

>He also has a couple of short story collections out.  "True Names and
>Other Dangers" is the only title I can remember.

_Threats... and other Promises_.  I don't know of any other collections.

Samuel Paik
Digital Equipment Corporation
3D Device Support
paik@mlo.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 21:58:14 GMT
From: rhf@letterman.NoSubdomain.NoDomain (Rich Flood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

Are his short-story collections in print?  I've been looking around for
months now, and never see them.  Are they out in paperback?  Anyone got a
mail-order source?

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 00:31:48 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

If you like 'hard' SF, don't skip "The Witling" either.  (Leaving it for
second to last is reasonable, though).  Great physics, good character
ideas, but the implementation is rather crude.  Several people disliked the
ending, as well.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 12:55:25 GMT
From: kgb@mail.ast.cam.ac.uk (Karl Glazebrook)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

Didn't someone mention another short story based on the pack-aliens in
FUTD?

Karl Glazebrook
kgb@mail.ast.cam.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 19:56:34 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge


Karl Glazebrook (kgb@mail.ast.cam.ac.uk) wrote:
>Didn't someone mention another short story based on the pack-aliens in
>FUTD?

This would be "The Blabber" and can be found in the collection
"Threats...and other Promises".

Bronis is right; _The Witling_ is one of the most thorough developments of
a single technical idea I've run across in a long time.  2nd to last is
probably the right time to read it (but it upset me, because I like most of
Vinge's work so much, it was a real disappointment to me).

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 04:25:44 GMT
From: schaf@socrates.ucsf.edu (Chris Schafmeister)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley") writes:
>Bronis is right; _The Witling_ is one of the most thorough developments of
>a single technical idea I've run across in a long time.  2nd to last is
>probably the right time to read it (but it upset me, because I like most
>of Vinge's work so much, it was a real disappointment to me).

C'mon people, "The Witling" wasn't such a bad book.  Anyway, wasn't it one
of his first?  It wasn't "Peace War" or "Marooned in Realtime" but hey,
what else is?

My only complaint about Vinge is that he doesn't write enough. :-) Is he
due to come out with another book soon?

Christian E.A.F. Schafmeister
University of California
San Francisco
schaf@cgl.ucsf.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 15:21:00 GMT
From: kayser@nssdca.gsfc.nasa.gov (Susan E. Kayser NSSDC/HSTX 301/441-4194)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Recommended:  Domesday Book, by Connie Willis

This is a delightful book, with a bit of history thrown in. It's set in two
time periods, 2054 and the 1300's, connected by a time machine at a college
in Oxford. A young student is sent back to do field studies by an
incompetent faculty member; health problems at both ends interfere with her
return. It's hard to say more without spoilers. Try it; you'll like it.

Susan Kayser
Greenbelt, MD
kayser@nssdca.gsfc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 03:05:26 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recommended:  Domesday Book, by Connie Willis

I hate to be the guy with the bad news but I couldn't finish the book.
Believe me I TRIED!  I love her short-stories and went to see her do a
'reading' in Seattle.  However, this book ultimately bites.  It's way way
too predictable.  Also, the endless 'plot-complications' unlike the
original STAR TREK shows, grow tiresome.

I strongly suggest that Willis fans first try her story collection, "Fire
Watch."  Having to wade through 'Doomsday' was too tiring, other readers
shouldn't have to do it too...

Lastly, her use of medical terminology was shitty.  If I hear one more
author say that antibiotics should be given to viral cases I'll puke!

Humbug.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 20:34:49 GMT
From: meyer@vitek.com (Don Meyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zelazny's This Immortal

One of my favorites.  At least two very memorable characters, some _great_
images, and lines of prose that pop into my mind on various occasions.
FWIW I enjoyed it more than LoL.

Don

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 02:22:01 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Roger Zelazny & Thomas T. Thomas:Flare

Roger Zelazny & Thomas T. Thomas:Flare  [some spoilers]

_Flare_ is, essentially, a disaster novel.  Big solar flare happens,
disrupts lots of stuff on Earth.  The catch, in this case, is that it's
2081, and the sun has been quiescent for 80 years.  No sunspots, no flares.
People have forgotten how dangerous solar flares are, for the most part;
radiation shielding for the settlements off Earth is considered an 'extra'.

One scientist, the _only_ current sun scientist, is manning a Mercury-orbit
space station to observe the sun.  He _happens_ to see a huge sunspot pair
start up, and the flare start out.

The book is very fragmented.  The closest we have to a plot involves the
scientist, and his grad student on Earth who's trying to convince anyone
that there's danger.  But most of the book focuses on specific incidents
related to the flare - the Moonwalkers who get a big radiation dose and a
bunch of static on their headphones, the ship carrying trillions of tons of
methane from Titan, the millions of people using VR headsets who get fried
(including a fair chunk of people in the stock market)...  All of the
individual vignettes are interesting, but together they don't make a
coherent plot.

The writing is great; it's not Zelazny style as I know it, so Thomas must
have some nontrivial share of it, as well as apparently supplying the
impeccable scientific knowledge behind the book.  I enjoyed reading it.
But it has no plot.

Also, as a disaster novel, it has a more-than-usual share of the cautionary
tale in it.  It depicts graphically the hazards of cost-cutting, and of
relying too much on technology without a less sophisticated, but more
reliable, backup.  For instance, planes of 2081 have consoles accessible
only via VR; after the flare, one pilot ends up having to look out the
_window_ to try to see the ground, while the other responds to her spoken
directions, wearing VR goggles to operate the instruments.  There's also a
jibe about the administration who won't listen to the doomsaying scientist
who happens to be right...

If you like hard SF and Analog-type stuff, you'll like the book.  In that
way, it's more Thomas than Zelazny...

Author:     Zelazny, Roger
Author:     Thomas, Thomas T.
Title:      Flare
Publisher:  Baen
City:       Riverdale, NY
Date:       September 1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-671-72133-X
Pages:      344 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US $4.99, Can $5.99

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 11:36:44 GMT
From: B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Prograde Reviews--Roger Zelazny & Thomas T. Thomas: Flare

aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V) writes:
>it's more Thomas than Zelazny... 

What about _The Mask of Loki_? Can anyone explain their strange
collaborative method? Loki, unlike Flare, is fantasy in Zelazny's vein of
_Lord of Light_ and _Creatures of Light and Darkness_. If I didn't know who
had written it, I would have said it was someone ripping of Zelazny. It is
not nearly as good as either of those two novels, btw. It just seems
strange that they should write novels in two styles. Perhaps TTT thought up
Flare and RZ wrote it and vice versa for Loki. Zelazny does like
experiment.

Anyone read _Wilderness_ yet?

Barry Traish
93 Stanningley Road
Armley, Leeds LS12 3NW,UK
B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 03:47:07 GMT
From: scottl8724@aol.com (ScottL8724)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zelazny's This Immortal

Out of curiosity, what did you think of Doorways In the Sand?  I think it's
one of his best, and other than the Amber sequel, probably his last really
good book.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 14:03:17 GMT
From: scg@panix.com (Steven Gould)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zelazny's This Immortal

scottl8724@aol.com (ScottL8724) writes:
>Out of curiosity, what did you think of Doorways In the Sand?  I think
>it's one of his best, and other than the Amber sequel, probably his last
>really good book.

It's quite good, but EYE OF CAT seems to me to be his last really good book
(that I've read) and is later than DOORWAYS...  

Steven Gould
scg@panix.com
Steve.gould@genie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 02:21:08 GMT
From: lgeyer@bach.udel.edu (Laura B. Geyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: re: Arthurian stuff

   Also try The Crystal Cave (and following trilogy).  This is a wonderful
book with a _lot_ of historical detail.  The first book follows the life of
Merlin from his childhood.  The next two books (The Hollow Hills and... oh
damn, I can't remember. Sorry.) continue to follow Merlin but you don't get
even a glimpse of Arthur until at least the second.  There's also a fourth
book that is about Mordred.  Sorry to be so vague, but it's been a while
since I read any of them.  Can't even remember the name of the author
(Margaret something?  She's written some others but my first impression of
those was that they were Romances - I just didn't even bother)
   Sorry if any of this has been mentioned before, but I hope it helps.

Laura
lgeyer@bach.udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 01:19:20 GMT
From: myamashi@acs.ryerson.ca (Mike Yamashita)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: re: Authurian stuff

Concerning Aurthurian works, there are several works that I have enjoyed
reading that explore this subject. I second the Mary Stewart series. It has
an interesting viewpoint, and also the Mists of Avalon (I can't remember
the author right now). One ever enduring favourite of mine is The Once And
Future King series and the Book of Merlin by T. H. White. I've read some of
the original "Morte" in middle English and do not recommend it. However
there is a translation by John Steinbeck of all poeple, unfinished but
published anyway that is easier going. Hope this is not all redundant..

Kathy
Canada
myamashi@acs.ryerson.ca

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 02:43:16 GMT
From: erik@kla.com (Erik Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

Laura B. Geyer (lgeyer@bach.udel.edu) wrote:
> Also try The Crystal Cave (and following trilogy).  This is a wonderful
> book with a _lot_ of historical detail.  The first book follows the life
> of Merlin from his childhood.  The next two books (The Hollow Hills
> and...  oh damn, I can't remember.  Sorry) continue to follow Merlin but
> you don't get even a glimpse of Arthur until at least the second.
> There's also a fourth book that is about Mordred.  Sorry to be so vague,
> but it's been a while since I read any of them.  Can't even remember the
> name of the author (Margaret something?  She's written some others but my
> first impression of those was that they were Romances - I just didn't
> even bother)

That would be Mary Stewart, and the books would be _The Crystal Cave_, _The
Hollow Hills_, _The Last Enchantment_, and _The Wicked Day_.  I read the
first two when I was in my early teens, and they formed my unalterable
impression of the Arthurian world - I find myself comparing everything else
to them, and usually with poor results for the newer books.

BTW, her other books *are* generally romances, as far as I know.  They're
well written, but if you can't stand the genre, there's not much use in
trying to force your way through them.

Erik N. Johnson
KLA Instruments Corp.
San Jose, CA         
e_johnso@kla.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 12:34:55 GMT
From: K.Haigh-Hutchinson@bradford.ac.uk (K.HAIGH-HUTCHINSON)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Authurian stuff

For a really unusual setting of the Arthur story try Stephen Lawhead's
trilogy Taliesin, Merlin, Arthur.

The key word is DIFFERENT. My husband and I loved it. My sister-in-law
hated it with a vengeance.

Kathy
England

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 05:16:50 GMT
From: jazzbeau@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Authurian stuff

Mists of Avalon is by author Marion Zimmer Bradley, who also wrote the
voluminous and wonderful Darkover series.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 15:13:05 GMT
From: ordway@titan.ucs.umass.edu (HOLLY E ORDWAY)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: Arthurian stuff

   For the person or people who were looking for good Arthurian material,
some suggestions:
   Gillian Bradshaw's series Hawk of May, Kingdom of Summer, In Winter's
Shadow is in my opinion the best. It draws on Welsh tradition. I didn't
care too much for Mary Stewart's Crystal Cave, etc., myself but others seem
to.  A good treatment of the Tristram and Isolde legend is Diane Paxton's
The White Raven. And of course there is the material practically everyone
(at least in the past) used for their treatments: Malory's Le Morte
Darthur.
   There's lots more to be had but that's what strikes me at the moment.
Enjoy.

Holly E. Ordway
ordway@titan.umass.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 21:52:32 GMT
From: nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu (Norman Morin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: re: Arthurian stuff

How about _Castleview_ by Gene Wolfe?

Darlene Morin

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 07:17:05 GMT
From: gthistle@uclink.berkeley.edu (Sharon Kim Goetz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian Legends

T.McCormick <tmc@gcal.ac.UK> wrote:
>Two books unmentioned as of yet were The Forever King, now out in small
>paperback UK.  Can't remember who wrote this book off-hand

The Forever King is by Molly Cochran and Warren Murphy.  Interesting
treatment of an interesting premise.  :)

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 17:54:04 GMT
From: st923058@pip.cc.brandeis.edu (Jessica Raine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Authurian stuff

   Another good Arthurian series, focusing on Guinevere, is by Sharan
Newman. 'Guinevere', 'The Chessboard Queen' and 'Guinevere Evermore'. Gives
you a whole new perspective on the Guinevere-Lancelot thing, among others.
I used it as evidence for my senior paper in high school - the paper was on
the Celtic, pagan vs. Roman/British, Christian conflict in the Arthurian
legends as represented by Morgan and Guinevere. In Newman's trilogy,
Guinevere is exposed to pagan magic by a nurse and by family friends, and
ends up rejecting it. This is an interesting contrast to something else I
read, can't remember what - it *might* have been the Mists of Avalon, which
portrays Guinevere as completely Christian, almost a Virgin Mary-type
figure.

   (Actually, if I get started on religious imagery in Arthurian legends,
I'll be here all morning. So I shall end it here.)

Jessica Raine
st923058@pip.cc.brandeis.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1, edited,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA28820; Fri, 25 Mar 94 11:37:26 EST
Date: Fri, 25 Mar 94 11:37:26 EST
Message-Id: <9403281426.AA28820@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #209
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Fri, 25 Mar 94 11:37:26 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #209
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 25 Mar 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 209

Today's Topics:

		     Television - Babylon 5 (11 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 08:57:38 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: And the Sky...

smt0@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (Stefan M. Thieme) writes:
>SPOILERS
>1)First of all, I love the computer FX, but this episode, which relied
>  heavily upon them, they seemed rather poor. First off, the scenes of the
>  Line (which seemed very reminiscent of the x-wings and y-wings on their
>  way to the Death Star) were nice, but did you notice that only one or
>  two of those ships were actually moving (i.e. the majority stayed in
>  formation). When B5 was first shown, it was boasted that because of the
>  computer-fx it would be possible to animate hundreds of ships (as
>  opposed to the 2-6 seen in TNG). In the B5 movie, the vorlon fleet
>  appeared and every ship seemed to be moving on its own course. I didn't
>  get that impression from AtSiFoS...the battles seemed slow, the
>  background seemed empty.

   This was more of a directing decision than anything else I'll wager.
The battle was slow to give it that intense feeling; that it was something
heavy that Sinclair just can't get rid of.  The ships were all moving, just
that the camera followed the formation for the most part.  The explosions
were all different.  I watched it frame by frame.  The music "Requiem for
the Line" was excellent during this sequence.

>   How did the baddies get the guns? I was under the impression that the
>   device (brain probe) was smuggled aboard in pieces, and the security
>   officer got them the "biggest power cell" but the guns?

   With guys like n'grath on the station, there has to be a way to get guns
if you have the credits.

>4) A question that really can't be answered yet, I guess...  In the dream,
>   Sinclair unmasks one of the grey council and says "I know you." We
>   learn later this is because that Minbari just happens to be the one on
>   his station :). The question is, did he say "I know you" at that first
>   meeting (on the line), or does he only recognize her in the dream
>   because he knows her from the station. (I opt for the second, but if it
>   is the first, it may say why the Minbari rescued him...perhaps they had
>   previous contact with him).

   His flashback was mixed with his present memories as well I think.

>For that matter, the episode seemed to prove it was the Grey Council that
>messed with his mind (the guy with the staff was probably tattoo-head) and
>I wish they also had revealed that (of course, since it was never
>blatantly said that those grey-cloaked figures were the grey council, it
>can be argued they aren't). I would have been happy (I guess:) if
>tattoo-head was shown without that tattoo), and Sinclair assuming them to
>be the GC.

   They were the Grey Council.  Here is the overwhelming evidence:

1.  Delenn is Satai (i.e. a member of the Grey Council)
2.  Delenn is a grey cloaked figure.
3.  In "Parliament of Dreams" Delenn's chant is as follows:

    Will you follow me into fire, into storm, into death?
    And the Nine said: Yes.

4.  There are nine grey cloaked figures in "And the Sky Full of Stars"
5.  In the end credits of the episode it says:
  
    Mark Hendrickson.....Grey Council #1

>4) Those engines on the probe that was searching for Sinclair's body on
>the outside of B5 were just too big...

   It was old footage from the pilot movie.

>(question: Does Earth have any colonies on other planets, and if so, are
>they united? Or is it all alone? How big is Earth Alliance?)

   We have heard of Mars Colony which is somewhat rebellious.  There are
undoubtedly other colonies.  To be part of the "Big 5" you need to have
control over more than a couple of worlds.  The Centauri control about a
dozen worlds.  The Narn are around 5 and I'm not sure about the Minbari or
the Vorlons.  I'm betting the EA is around 20-30 worlds.  Some of the
League of Non-Aligned worlds are "friends" of the EA.
  
>7) I forget the episode, but it was mentioned that some flowers, bread and
>(wine?) cost about 450 credits on-station, a comment on the cost-o'-living
>on board B5. Yet now we learn that a security guard can't gamble more than
>50 credits a week, and 15000 credits is an ungodly amount of cash for any
>grunt to have. Perhaps someone should write out a price-list of various
>items for the writers.

   The episode was "Parliament of Dreams" and it was the wine that was
expensive.  Luxuries are very expensive on the station.  50 credits is
about 50 bucks from what I gather.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 12:47:25 GMT
From: d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon-5 questions

Terry Egan writes:

>'It was the Third Age of Mankind...' ( can't you just hear the capital
>letters ? :-) ).  What were the First and Second Ages ?  For that matter,
>what are the names of the Ages?

I thought this was a neat way to get around nailing down dates. Star Trek
has gotten itself into all kinds of trouble by setting explicit dates on
things then trying to reconcile conflicting dates. Hey it's in the future.
That's good enough.

Does anyone else think the opening sequence is extremely well done?

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 15:04:54 GMT
From: svhs@tweet.engin.umich.edu (Frank Stanley Gulczinski Iii)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ages of Mankind Was(Re: BABYLON-5 QUESTIONS)

It seems to me that it might go something like this:

"First Age of Mankind":  Pre-history/Pre-industrial revolution
"Second Age of Mankind":  Modern age/man begins to leave the Earth
"Third Age of Mankind":  Man as a player in a galactic society

Frank Gulczinski
Univerity of Michigan
College of Engineering

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 16:35:28 GMT
From: danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BABYLON-5 QUESTIONS

tme155@measurex.com (Terry Egan) writes:
>2. 'It was the Third Age of Mankind...' ( can't you just hear the capital
>letters ? :-) ).  What were the First and Second Ages ?  For that matter,
>what are the names of the Ages?

JMS isn't telling.  He says that to disclose the name of the first and
second ages will give away the third.  It's pretty clear that the season
finale, "Chrysalis," will give us some good ideas...look up the word in a
good dictionary and you'll see what I mean.

Dan Wood
danwood@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 16:50:20 GMT
From: danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5: Appeal from show's creator

I'm forwarding a message posted on alt.tv.babylon-5 that should be of
interest to Babylon 5 viewers.  PLEASE read and heed if you like the show,
and forward the message to other viewers.

Begin message:

   Since I don't know how to send an individual message to this alt section
- - I can only reply to notes in my GEnie mailbox - I would like to pass
along the following:

   Networks usually renew their shows at the end of the season, when
they've seen all the shows.  Syndication, and PTEN in particular, works
differently.  The decision on whether or not to renew will be made in
April/early May.  One factor complicating all of this is the new Paramount
network, which is grabbing up stations and available timeslots by the
bucket.  They are, apparently, making very good deals.

   Point being...if you truly enjoy Babylon 5, I would suggest that the
next two weeks would be the ideal time to write your local TV station which
has a *direct* say in whether or not B5 is picked up and tell them so.
It's kind of unfair to have to decide on a show after only a handful of
episodes, but that's the hand all the PTEN shows have been dealt.

   Would definitely be appreciated.

   jms

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 20:37:28 GMT
From: jdnicoll@engrg.uwo.ca (James Nicoll + Jasmine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

<gwangung@u.washington.edu> wrote:
>Christopher Monsour <monsourc@appmath.uchicago.edu> wrote:
>>Two points:
>>(1) It seems that the `Earth First' movement is to some extent an
>>underground movement, so even if it is important, it will often not be
>>visible.
>
>Except movements don't exist in a vacuum. They're a crystallization of
>fairly widespread thoughts and attitudes. Even with the pro-Earth
>President, there isn't evidence of this; B5 people have not reacted to
>such a widespread movement, etc..

   I suspect that the crew selection for B-5 tended to under-represent
virulent anti-alien types. At least, I hope it does: a diplomatic crew
which is openly hostile to the people it has to deal with may not be an
effective to achieve EU goals.

   Sinclair mentions anti-alien sentiments in one of the early episodes,
btw.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 00:31:01 GMT
From: sherman@sol1.lrsm.upenn.edu (Bill Sherman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

gwangung@u.washington.edu writes:
>Let's put it this way. How come there isn't an Earth Firster among the
>command officers on the station?

   Because nobody who is an Earth firster would want to work on a station
devoted to maintaining diplomatic relations with other planets.  No doubt,
it would be advantageous for the Earth Firsters to have a member in command
of B5, but maybe they weren't sufficiently organized to plan that.  They'd
need to find someone very reliable in the Home Guard ranks, yet who would
pass the background security checks to get onto B5 staff in the first
place.  That might not have been so easy.  (Then again, Ivanova got on in
spite of her old romance...).

Bill Sherman

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 12:11:33 GMT
From: hazel@netcom.com (Boston-Baden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

SPOILER

Has anyone come up with an argument to counter my belief that
   (1) the Minbari-Earth war was started by a first-contact gone
horribly wrong;
   (2) the Minbari pulled out during/after Sinclair's missing 24 hours;
   (3) perhaps they learned during that time that it was all a horrible
mistake and did the honorable thing, i.e. call off the war?

Chaz Baden
hazel-chaz@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 15:21:24 GMT
From: veck@pshrink.chi.il.us (Chelloveck)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: [B5] Jumpgate Technology?

I know it hasn't been covered yet on the show, but I was wondering if some
official or unofficial source has talked much about the jumpgate technology
in Babylon 5?  I love the idea of jumpgates as a plot device, and as a
Traveller player I was tickled to hear a reference to another place being a
certain number of jumps away rather than parsecs or lightyears or another
measure of distance.

However, it seems that jumpgates have one serious flaw.  Once you jump, how
in heck do you get BACK?  The prospecting ship, for instance, which jumped
to survey a supposedly remote planet.  How did she intend to return to B5?
Remember, this is a remote planet - otherwise the Giant Space Jellyfish
would be common knowledge on Earth.

One guess is that ships can jump by themselves, but it's much more
economical to get a boost from the gate.  Let the stationary thing expend
energy, so you only have to have a big enough fuel tank for a one-way
return trip.  And perhaps the gate is more efficient than a self-contained
jump drive, or can do longer jumps, or has some other benefit.  There were
hints that this was how the "donut" worked in Space Rangers.  (Hey, I
*liked* that show!)

Another guess is that jumpgates are littered all over space, but that
doesn't seem plausible.  They're difficult to build (or at least expensive
and time-consuming, as indicated in that same episode) so you really
wouldn't bother leaving one out in the middle of nowhere if it wasn't going
to be used.

So, does anyone have any other guesses?

Steven King
veck@pshrink.chi.il.us

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 22:35:11 GMT
From: colin@callisto.pas.rochester.edu (Colin Sebastian Roald)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: Sky Impressions

Benjamin B. Thomas (benjy@totoro.ai.mit.edu) wrote:
> Spoilers
>
>I was very, very impressed with the battle scenes. However, I was hoping
>that the humans would destroy at least one Minbari fighter. I know we are
>supposed to get the impression that they are out-manned and out-gunned,
>but damn, they get slaughtered.

I liked that - it would strike me as an enormous coincidence to find that
two civilisations at first contact *weren't* in a Spaniards-and-Aztecs
situation.  The EA was out-manned, out-gunned and just plain out-classed.

> The battle really brought home the idea that real people are dying. The
> helment and the body silhouetted by the explosion are very effective.

Not to mention the music...

Colin Roald

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 05:14:21 GMT
From: gwangung@u.washington.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

John Benn <benn1@server.uwindsor.ca> wrote:
>gwangung@u.washington.edu writes:
>>1) The political platformed was severely underplayed; it was hard to tell
>>how serious the movement was;
>
>You're one of those guys who loves exposition I take it?

No, I prefer something that's consistent...

>Midnight on the Firing Line: Presidential platform.

   Just because it's mentioned doesn't indicate how strongly the emotions
are held. I mean, campaigning against US immigration policies has, in the
past, covered everything from economic policy to virulent racism. Again,
for a movement with a violent wing, there hasn't been much power show for
it...even in a place like B5, there should be more than traces of it.

>Ivanova is found to distrust the Minbari. 

   Which makes it stranger that she'd side AGAINST her former lover (aside
from the fact that distrusting someone is distinctly different from being
xenophobic).

>Born to the Purple         : Sinclair tells Talia he needs to show
>                             Earthdome that B5 is working.

The implication is that this is an economic problem.

>Infection                  : Earthforce defense confiscates the
>                             artifacts for Bio-Weapons division and
>                             Dr.Franklin gives a speech about it.

This is reaching. Nothing more than typical anti-facism ranting.

>                             The ISN news reporter asks if we should 
>                             be in space; implying that there are
>                             isolationists back home.

This is more an anti-space sentiment.

>The War Prayer             : An episode evolving The Homeguard.
>
>And the Sky Full of Stars  : Another episode with anit-alien undertones.
>
>Come on Roger.  There are PLENTY of references.  I hope you're not just
>saying there aren't enough because you missed them all.

   These references are AMBIGUOUS ones. At best, they indicate a movement
with few adherents and few sympathsizers in the general population. Which
doesn't make sense, given the big league help they got in WAR PRAYER.

>>2) Given the end of the Earth/Minbarri War, this is a movement that
>>should be VERY powerful and be a major player ON THE STATION. It was
>>potrayed as a splinter group with no real power base on the station.
>
>10 years after WWI the Nazi's were not very powerful.

   In a defeated nation. Earth, nominally, seems to be a victorious power.
Given the situation at the end of the Minbari war, an Earth First policy
would have been almost de reiguer and an anti-alien party to be a major
political player, not a splinter group.

> You'll see there influence grow. 

I hope they do...

>So you think there should be constant infighting between the EA crew

Well, actually, yes... makes that much more fun to write...

>given the fact that the Minbari chose Sinclair to run the station and he
>chose Ivanova and Garibaldi.  Don't you think he'd chose people who
>weren't going to be disruptive.

   Yet, it isn't unknown for politically motivated assigments to be forced
on a military commander (or political ambassador, for that matter).

>  You're reaching Roger.

   Nope. Just very aware of the anti-alien/anti-Asian/anti-immigrant
history in this country. A couple Presidential elections hung on this issue
and permeated the society at that time. I don't see the same kind of
effects (til now) on B5.

   That said, I consider this a relatively minor flaw. The more recent
shows have been immeasurably improved over the pilot and the first two
episodes...

Roger Tang
gwangung@u.washington.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 20 Mar 94 19:40:54 GMT
From: eric@polaris.async.vt.edu (Eric Pawtowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "The War Prayer"

John Benn <benn1@server.uwindsor.ca> wrote:
>scene with Kosh and the viewer was priceless.  Everyone should watch that
>scene again and pay close attention to Sinclair's eye movements.  He
>repeatedly looks down at something and finally Kosh says:"Yes?" and he
>replies:"Nothing."  I wonder what he saw?  It was nice to hear an
>explanation of the events surrounding Kosh's arrival although it was a

I believe the answer to that was what he said just before that.  He'd said
"If you could give us a hand...." and trailed off.  I believe the idea was
that he'd finaly realized that the contact poison applied to Kosh's hand in
"The Gathering" shouldn't have been able to penetrate the encounter suit.

Which I found very disappointing.  I'd hoped that Sinclair was smart enough
to have figured this out when it happened, not nearly a year later.  I
understand that it *would* have been brought up almost immediately after
the assassination attempt if B5 had become a series right after "The
Gathering" aired.

epawtows@polaris.async.vt.edu
epawtows@vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 20:02:36 GMT
From: eric@polaris.async.vt.edu (Eric Pawtowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] Jumpgate Technology?

Chelloveck <veck@pshrink.chi.il.us> wrote:
>lightyears or another measure of distance.
>
>However, it seems that jumpgates have one serious flaw.  Once you jump,
>how in the heck do you get BACK?  The prospecting ship, for instance,
>which jumped to survey a supposedly remote planet.  How did she intend to
>return to B5?  Remember, this is a remote planet - otherwise the Giant
>Space Jellyfish would be common knowledge on Earth.

There *are* ships that can jump by themselves, however, they're supposed to
be huge exploration or miltitary ships (like the Narn battlecruisers in
"Midnight on the F.L.").  The prospecting ship is too small to be so
equipped.  That's why she went into B5's gate.

She came out a jumpgate when she jumped away from B5.  After leaving, the
computer said that it was 2 hours to the planet in question.  I also think
that an unexplored planet should be so close to a jumpgate.  The best
explanation that I've come up with is that it was a Narn jumpgate.  Perhaps
they built it, intending to mine the valuable minerals on that planet,
before finding out that the planet was dangerious.  Afterwards, there was
no easy way to move the gate, and perhaps it was a useful connector for
some other trade route, so they left it there.

The above is complete speculation.  Even if it *was* a Narn gate, the
people on the station should have at least asked the Narn about why it was
there.

I personbaly consider it a plot hole.

epawtows@polaris.async.vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 20:07:37 GMT
From: eric@polaris.async.vt.edu (Eric Pawtowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

>These references are AMBIGUOUS ones. At best, they indicate a movement
>with few adherents and few sympathsizers in the general population. Which
>doesn't make sense, given the big league help they got in WAR PRAYER.

How much help did they get?  They told Sinclair that "we have friends
everywhere", but they could have been trying to look more powerful than
they really were to help win him over.  They obviously had enough influence
to get those suits.  And enough to make people worry.  Beyond that, it's
hard to say.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 21:08:04 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] Jumpgate Technology?

veck@pshrink.chi.il.us writes:
>However, it seems that jumpgates have one serious flaw.  Once you jump,
>how in the heck do you get BACK?  The prospecting ship, for instance,
>which jumped to survey a supposedly remote planet.  How did she intend to
>return to B5?  Remember, this is a remote planet - otherwise the Giant
>Space Jellyfish would be common knowledge on Earth.

   She came out at a gate.  She would have presumably re-entered hyperspace
from the same gate.  She is the first Earther to survey that sector.  It's
in Narn territory, so it's probably only been since the beginning of B5
that it was possible for an Earther to get permission to explore there.

>One guess is that ships can jump by themselves, but it's much more
>economical to get a boost from the gate.  Let the stationary thing expend
>energy, so you only have to have a big enough fuel tank for a one-way
>return trip.  And perhaps the gate is more efficient than a self-contained
>jump drive, or can do longer jumps, or has some other benefit.  There were
>hints that this was how the "donut" worked in Space Rangers.  (Hey, I
>*liked* that show!)

   Large Exploration Vessels, Spacecraft Carriers and Battle Cruiser have
their own Jumpgate technology that is both bulky and expensive and
expensive to use (in terms of energy).  If you have to "jump" with one of
these you can.  Smaller ships have to use the gates or use a gate created
by a larger ship.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 21:21:12 GMT
From: SXM126@psuvm.psu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5: Delenn's head

 Question for all you Babylon 5 fanatics and nitpickers out there: some
friends and I were wondering whether Delenn is wearing a headress, similar
to Ferengi, or is that part of her skull? Any help will be appreciated

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 22:24:43 GMT
From: mike1000@news.delphi.com (MIKE100000@DELPHI.COM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] Jumpgate Technology?

Large ships in _Babylon_5_ can punch their way in and out of hyperspace
without a jump gate which is how they got there in the first place.  The
first B5 showed this when a Narn fleet formed its own jump point in an
attack.  The smaller ships need a jump gate to go in and out of hyperspace
the way B5 does FTL.

Mike Hopkins
mike100000@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 01:20:39 GMT
From: bayern@isis.cshl.org (Shawn Bayern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

<hazel@netcom.com> wrote:
>Spoiler Topic
>Has anyone come up with an argument to counter my belief that:
>
>   (1) the Minbari-Earth war was started by a first-contact gone horribly
>wrong;

>   (2) the Minbari pulled out during/after Sinclair's missing 24 hours;

Well, JMS has pretty much established those points.

>   (3) perhaps they learned during that time that it was all a horrible
>mistake and did the honorable thing, i.e. call off the war?

That's a good idea.  However, if "honor" were their motive, why would they
be so secretive about the conditions surrounding their surrender?  Perhaps
they found out that it was a terrible mistake and felt that surrender was
the most appropriate course of action.

Shawn

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 14:06:25 GMT
From: wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Westerfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5: Delenn's head

The April Cinefantastique issue, p. 38:
"Delenn's headpiece was conceived by Burg as ceremonial costuming.  Make-up
artist John Criswell suggested making it a horny body growth. 'It makes her
more alien,' said Burg."

It is now considered a biological part of her head.  If you look closely at
her, you can see the "growth" pushing into her "flesh" (she has a lot more
makeup on than you might think).

Diane Westerfield
wes5@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 15:14:30 GMT
From: nyberg@ctron.com (Jason W. Nyberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] "The War Prayer": Review

Why would they have to kill Sinclair if he found out what really happened
to him during the 24 hours?

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 15:28:25 GMT
From: fwbent@neumann.uwaterloo.ca (Fred Bent)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] Jumpgate Technology?

Eric Pawtowski <eric@polaris.async.vt.edu> wrote:
[speculation as to who owns the jump gate "near" planet]
>The above is complete speculation.  Even if it *was* a Narn gate, the
>people on the station should have at least asked the Narn about why it was
>there.

Who are the EA to question where the Narn place their jump gates?  If
you'll recall, they DID ask the Narn for permission to investigate the
planet in question because it was in a "disputed" area.

Also, if the planet was "too far" from a jumpgate, how would they even know
about it in the first place?  While they did send a probe around to
investigate the area, the probe would only have a limited fuel capacity,
and would it would have to return the information some how.

I think that it's more a question of, if we don't know about a planet, then
they are too far from a jump gate anyway.  It's up to the exploration ships
to investigate space and place the jumpgates at interesting and/or
strategic places.

Fred Bent
Computer Science
University of Waterloo
Waterloo, Ontario, N2L 3G1 Canada
fwbent@neumann.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 17:31:20 GMT
From: feldman@tlgmax.zko.dec.com (Gary Feldman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: Sky Impressions

colin@callisto.pas.rochester.edu (Colin Sebastian Roald) writes:
>I liked that - it would strike me as an enormous coincidence to find that
>two civilisations at first contact *weren't* in a Spaniards-and-Aztecs
>situation.  The EA was out-manned, out-gunned and just plain out-classed.

Fascinating point.  Wasn't there an "In Search Of ..." episode that
asserted that Cortez was thoroughly outmanned, in spite of superior
weaponry?  Had they gone to war, Cortez and his soldiers would have been
slaughtered.  A handful of soldiers with single-fire guns are no match for
thousands of warriors using primitive weapons.  Yet Montezuma essentially
surrendered - for reasons that the show speculates were based in religious
beliefs.

I don't think that's the mapping you had in mind, but it does present a
striking analogy.

Gary

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 17:36:21 GMT
From: cary@staff.circ.gwu.edu (Cary Abend)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Third Age of Mankind (was Re: B5: Minbari Culture.

keeper@cats.ucsc.edu (Ron O'Dell) writes:
>And it's the dawn of the Third Age of Mankind.

Keep in mind that we _don't yet know_ what delineates the Ages of Mankind.

My speculation:
   The Third Age begins AFTER the war, maybe with the surrender, or a touch
later.  Remember: In the Premiere LONDO has the monologue.  Maybe the
beginning of the 3A coincides with the opening of B5.  (Assuming Londo was
not involved in the war.)

Cary B. Abend
cary@staff.circ.gwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 03:47:57 GMT
From: cyclops@mv.mv.com (Mike O'Brien)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robocop:  The Series    review (no spoilers)

Just saw the new RoboCop series...

The characterization is good.  The new actor has a bead on the character.

My main problem is it seems to be written for 12 year olds :( Much like the
robocop animated series a few years ago.

Yeah, it has good satire in it, and the TV satire is DEAD ON TARGET but it
is purposefully TOO nonviolent.  Robocop wouldn't sit by and try to stop a
gang who is shooting at them without blasting them.  Robocop wouldn't waste
time getting shot at with artillery just to keep from killing some scumwad
with a vengeance trip...

Robocop took no crap..  Lay down your weapons or there will be ... Trouble!

That meant you listened, dropped the lethal weapons, obeyed the law, or
died.

Robo took too many unbelivable extreme measures to avoid shooting even ONE
perp.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 17:11:55 GMT
From: jdawe@cs.mun.ca (Jason Dawe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ROBOCOP

  I'm looking for comments on the new ROBOCOP series (pilot episode
anyway).  I kind of liked it.  I was skeptical at first, but I was
surprised.  Too bad Peter Weller isn't the Man-In-Steel anymore..  He was
the better ROBOCOP.

jdawe@ganymede.cs.mun.ca
jdawe@morgan.ucs.mun.ca 

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 04:32:08 GMT
From: rsmith@netcom.com (Richard Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RoboCop is COOL! (Was: Re: Robocop: The Series review (no spoilers))

Mike O'Brien (cyclops@mv.mv.com) wrote:
>Yeah, it has good satire in it, and the TV satire is DEAD ON TARGET but it
>is purposefully TOO nonviolent.  Robocop wouldn't sit by and try to stop a
>gang who is shooting at them without blasting them.  Robocop wouldn't
>waste time getting shot at with artillery just to keep from killing some
>scumwad with a vengeance trip...

I agree with your assessment.  However, I still think this is a *great*
series (based on what I saw in the pilot).  Despite the toned-down
violence, it stays closer to the spirit of the first movie than the second
and third movie did.

Basically, I'm going to try to stay loyal to this series, which is more
than I can say for DSV, DS9, and B5.  I occasionally tune in to L&C, but
it's only so I can drool over Teri Hatcher.  ;-)

The bottom line: The best thing since Max Headroom!

Question: Did anyone catch the "menu" of "Use of Force Alternatives"?

Richard S. Smith
Monrovia, California
rsmith@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 07:03:11 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ROBOCOP (Was: Re: Robocop: The Series review (no spoilers))

The script and general production level were surprisingly decent.  The
combination of multiple plotlines, all involved with the major plotline,
was well-handled and quite coherent.

Good writing, good acting, good direction, good FX sequences.

My *ONLY* objection to this show was that the syndicators or distributors
obviously didn't put enough teeth into their airing contracts.
 
In Sacramento,
KRBK, Channel 31, CUT THE LAST SCENE OR SCENES, AND SHOWED
NOT ONE FRAME OF THE END CREDITS.  
 
At the beginning of the scene where Madigan gets her gold shield, they
showed a bare glimpse of the new promotees lined up, and then did a hard
cut to Sharon Ito, local news-hen, declaiming about the wonders of her
upcoming news show.  They'd run the news-show spot at least eight times
during the movie, and seemed to think we'd missed the damn thing so
completely that we NEEDED to have it substituted for the end of the movie
we'd just spent two hours watching, like we didn't care how the movie
ended.
 
If there's anyone out there who works for the distribution company that
handles "ROBOCOP," *please* try to jack up KRBK/Channel 31 in Sacramento,
California, because they did NOT show the end of your movie, and they
didn't show *ONE FRAME* of the credits.  The substitution happened at about
four or five minutes to the hour, and could NOT be justified on the basis
of the movie "running long."
 
(This was the explanation I was given when I called the station to
complain... "Well, sometimes they have to cut the movie when it runs
over.")
 
And no, they are NOT planning on re-running the whole movie.
 
"ROBOCOP" deserves better than to be jerked around by KRBK/Channel 31,
which couldn't even be bothered to show it in prime time...  they started
it at SEVEN p.m., and a lot of my friends weren't even home yet!

If anyone knows an address for the distributing company, please post it,
because I'd *really* like to write them a letter on the subject.  As it is,
I'm either going to have to find someone who taped it from a satellite
dish, or wait for the videotape to come out, just to find out WHO MADE THE
DANG THING...

I *hate* not getting to read the credits.

I hate not getting to see the end of the movie even more.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 17:12:53 GMT
From: gld@bonjour.cc.columbia.edu (Gary L Dare)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ROBOCOP - and Erica Ehm (MuchMusic)

Just a quick note that Erica Ehm, a VJ on English Canada's MuchMusic and
its closest analogue to MTV's Martha Quinn, has a bit part as a news
co-anchor on this show.

Gary L. Dare
gld@columbia.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 00:21:12 GMT
From: rad@crl.com (Robert A. DeLisle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ROBOCOP

I liked it.  I didn't see that the man inside the suit mattered that much.
My normal habit is to listen while doing something else.  If the show is
good, I drop the other and watch.  I watched this one.  I like the girl in
the computer and the partner, so maybe this will last awhile.  

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 23:17:02 GMT
From: maryannmc@aol.com (MaryAnnMc)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Characterizations in Robocop

I only caught a few moments in the middle of this, but I was wondering
about the characterization.  Robocop looked *very* wooden.  Is there any
point at which it is made clear that he is still a real person, as least
some place inside?  Does anyone know if this is going to be dealt with in
the series?  The answer to this will decide whether I go back and watch the
tape or just erase it.

MaryAnnMc@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 06:03:00 GMT
From: tom.betz@execnet.com (Tom Betz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ROBOCOP

>My *ONLY* objection to this show was that the syndicators or distributors
>obviously didn't put enough teeth into their airing contracts.
>
>In Sacramento, KRBK, Channel 31, CUT THE LAST SCENE OR SCENES, AND SHOWED
>NOT ONE FRAME OF THE END CREDITS.

Worse, WWOR 9 in NYC shrank the closing credits down to a box while the
local News Clone talked about the stories she was going to tell us in a few
minutes anyway, totally blowing off the excellent local TV News parody
playing under the credits.

Man, that stuff pisses me off!

Tom

------------------------------
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Date: 24 Mar 94 13:27:47 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robocop pilot

Robocop finally arrived in my neck of the woods.  I'm wondering what you
all thought about it.  For me it was typical of pilots; not all that
interesting but you had to get through the plot so the premise of the show
would be in place, the characters would be introduced, etc., etc..  Cliff
de Young did a good job as the mad scientist but what a cliched part!  I
really roared at some of the corny dialogue, which I think was stolen from
about half a dozen other mad scientist roles...

Also, TV just seems to scale down everything that was so powerful about the
movie.  The small studio orchestra seemed so tinny next to the dynamic
original movie score.

Well, it's got potential.  I'll continue to watch, at least for the next
few episodes.

Paula

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 21:44:42 GMT
From: ASTRO..RUNDLE@linus.bcasd.az.honeywell.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deep Space 9

A lot of you defend ST:DS9 as a good show.  But...  First of all, my
household watches DS9 once or twice a year, mainly because we were
frustrated after the first half of the first season because of the lack of
believable characters and stories.

Every once in a while we check it out to see if it's gotten any better.  It
hasn't.

Specifically, in January we watched an episode in which Sisko and O'Brien
ended up stranded on a planet were technology wouldn't work.

Okay, the characters (at least the regulars) were far more believable than
usual.  In fact, I found Sisko, O'Brien and the two women quite a bit more
sympathetic than I had in the past.

However, the story line was horrible.  And then of course, the ending.

**Spoilers**

Here these people find out that they have been lied to for 10 years by this
woman, that their friends and family have died WITHOUT REASON, that they
could have been saved, with the technology that was always available, and
what is their reaction?  Oh, that's too bad.  But it's okay.  We'll stay.

COME ON!!  It would have been a teeny bit more believable for them to leave
and have some of them choose to go back.  Or at least for a few of them to
leave.

But the whole group chooses to stay, after these revelations?  One of their
friends, someone's mother, or wife, died the previous DAY.  This isn't
grief that's even been dealt with.  But they stay.

And in such an incredibly fake sincerity sort of way.  Blech.

So once again, we've shut down DS9 in our house, and will watch NYPD Blue.
Maybe in six months, when there's another NYPD Blue rerun, we'll check out
DS9 again, see if it's getting any better.

But despite being a massive SF fan, frankly, NYPD Blue is better than any
of the sf on tv.  Why?  Because the characters are believable.  They have
flaws.  They show emotions.  They MESS UP.  There isn't a single sf tv show
that can say that.

But I'll keep watching TNG, and Babylon 5, and hoping for others to develop
to the point where I don't feel like I have to choke it down.

Iris

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 06:21:29 GMT
From: dk738@cleveland.freenet.edu (David F. Fink)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lois and Clark ( Vatman ) :  * SPOILERS *

SPOILERS

   I liked this episode.  A few inconsistent moments, but not bad.
Comments below :

   First of all, did anyone else figure out that Luthor used a lock of
Superman's hair to clone him ?  Where else would he have gotten the genetic
material he needed, and didn't they already use this premise for a Superman
clone in the movie Superman IV ?
   Luthor's warped version of Little Red Riding Hood was amusing.  I kept
wondering how Luthor would end the story, given his own twisted mind.  It
sounded like Stephen King does Mother Goose.
   Clark's comment to his parents on the phone about his world being turned
upside down.  Funny comment coming from someone who was walking on the
ceiling !  :)
   The inconsistencies I saw were these: when Clark came into Lois's
apartment while she and the clone were kissing on the sofa.  When the clone
tried to punch Clark, Clark just grabbed his arm and held it!  Now, I'm not
the world's greatest detective, but shouldn't this have set off alarm bells
in Lois's head?  I mean, somebody stopping and blocking one of Superman's
blows?  How can you explain that away?  BIG mistake on the writer's part,
IMHO.
   Number two: When the clone was dying, he said that Superman would have
to destroy him and the lock of hair.  The impression I got was that
Superman would throw the clone and the hair into the sun.  If the clone
still had Superman's powers, how could the sun destroy him without
destroying the real Superman?  I don't get it.
   The clone's behavior seemed just like a little kid's, didn't it?
Showing off what it could do, keeping Clark's secret identity from Luthor (
I know something you don't know ), and his little "catch me if you can"
stunt at the first meeting between the genuine article and the clone.
   The Big Goodbye sequence between Superman and his clone was very
touching, IMO.  Just when it seemed that Superman got through to his clone
and accepted him as a "brother", the clone asks Superman to kill him.  Dean
Cain is a good actor; you could just see the hurt and pain on his face when
the clone asks him this.  He knew the clone was in pain, and he was
probably right to ask for his death, but that didn't make it any less hard
on Superman.
   The scenes with Perry dealing with his mid-life crisis seemed, to me, to
go a little overboard.  Perry, going around with a toupee, a new suit, and
BUNGEE JUMPING ? ( By the way, who else out there figured out that the
notation on Perry's calendar meant bungee jumping, and not suicide? )  I
think Jimmy went a little overboard in his assumptions, as well.  After
all, who makes an appointment to commit suicide ( besides Dr. Kevorkian's
patients? :) ) ?  The bungee jump was good, however.
   The end of the show itself.  It was a nice touch to see the Superman "S"
in the stars like that.  I wonder.  Could the sun have rejuvenated the
Superman clone?  Or, could the lock of hair have grown into a new clone?
What WAS that star we saw streaking across the sky?  Just a star, or was it
something else?  After all, that's how it was done in Superman IV.
Hmmmmm...

   ll in all, a good episode.  In two weeks, terrorists take over the Daily
Planet and take the staff and Luthor hostage.  Can Superman save the day (
and Lois ) without revealing his secret identity?  I can't wait to see
this one!

Up, Up, and Away!

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 09:04:27 GMT
From: chewc@malibu.sfu.ca (Kevin Chew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois and Clark ( Vatman ) : * SPOILERS *

dk738@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (David F. Fink) writes:
>SPOILERS
>
>   First of all, did anyone else figure out that Luthor used a lock of
>Superman's hair to clone him?  Where else would he have gotten the
>genetic material he needed, and didn't they already use this premise for a
>Superman clone in the movie Superman IV?

   What I'd like to know is, what was the deal with the clone's sleeping
chamber?  What purpose did it serve?  As opposed to a normal bed that is.

>Clark's comment to his parents on the phone about his world being turned
>upside down.  Funny comment coming from someone who was walking on the
>ceiling!  :)

Kind of corny, but funny nonetheless!

>The inconsistencies I saw were these: when Clark came into Lois's
>apartment while she and the clone were kissing on the sofa.  When the
>clone tried to punch Clark, Clark just grabbed his arm and held it!  Now,
>I'm not the world's greatest detective, but shouldn't this have set off
>alarm bells in Lois's head?  I mean, somebody stopping and blocking one of
>Superman's blows?  How can you explain that away?  BIG mistake on the
>writer's part, IMHO.

   This was my first reaction.  But if you think about it, Lois tells Clark
afterwards that, following the clone Superman's kiss, she *knew* that
whoever it was, it was not the real Superman.  So perhaps she thought that
it was conceivable that this ersatz super hero was not as all powerful as
the real thing.

>Number two: When the clone was dying, he said that Superman would have to
>destroy him and the lock of hair.  The impression I got was that Superman
>would throw the clone and the hair into the sun.  If the clone still had
>Superman's powers, how could the sun destroy him without destroying the
>real Superman?  I don't get it.

   Hmmm... maybe the clone would just lay around on the sun until dead, at
which time its cells would be vulnerable to disintegration? (a lame
sounding explanation, I admit)

[stuff about Perry's mid-life crisis deleted]

   The Perry stuff was cute, but could have been foregone, IMHO, in order
to further develop the main plotline.

>The end of the show itself.  It was a nice touch to see the Superman "S"
>in the stars like that.  I wonder.  Could the sun have rejuvenated the
>Superman clone?  Or, could the lock of hair have grown into a new clone?
>What WAS that star we saw streaking across the sky?  Just a star, or was
>it something else?  After all, that's how it was done in Superman IV.
>Hmmmmm...

I couldn't see the point to this ending... oh well! :)  

   I had two main problems with this episode.  First, the special fx during
the fake Superman's tour of duty in Paris were atrocious!  My god, I
thought blue screen technology had become more sophisticated than that!
This show looks slick in every area consistently, with the notable
exception of fx.  Superman may not be the intended focus of the show, but
stuff like this detracts from the overall feel.

   Second, I felt that the most glaring flaw in the writing was during the
scene where Lex tells the scientist that the clone must fight Superman the
next day, and why he will win.  How could a supposed genius like Lex be so
mind-numbingly stupid??  The clone (who presumably has super-hearing) is
sitting right behind him in a flimsy looking bubble, and he doesn't think
that he will hear him?  To make matters worse, it had only been a matter of
seconds since the clone "went to bed"!

Kevin D. Chew
chewc@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 15:50:58 GMT
From: kevin.barkes@kgb.com (Kevin Barkes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois and Clark

While I do enjoy L&C, particularly the writing and characterizations (this
is one perfectly-cast set of people), it bothers me to no end that the
effects are so cheaply done. And this on a show that brags about its budget
and technical capabilities.

Perhaps it wouldn't be so bad if the effects in the pilot had not been so
excellently executed, particular the shots of Superman flying into and out
of the Daily Planet. Maybe they blew their effects budget for the entire
year on the digital reductions in those wire shots.

Anyone remember Cannell's Greatest American Hero? This was a show shot on a
much lower budget that consistently had effects that rivaled what was
available in motion pictures at the time. Sure, they used a lot of stock
footage (although cleverly matted over new backgrounds), but at least some
forethought went into them. The fx on L&C look to be almost afterthoughts.
And it's pretty pathetic when the color flying scenes from the original
Adventures of Superman in the 50s are better executed.

I really enjoy the show, and the efx are generally (and should be)
secondary to the plot; last week's re-run re: kryptonite is a good example.
But come on, guys, either do it right or write it out of the script.

KGB

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 16:30:39 GMT
From: oursler@kenyon.edu (Miles)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois and Clark ( Vatman ) : * SPOILERS *

IMHO, the most "glaring" flaw was when Superman and his Clone had a
conversation on the satellite.

Please.  No air, no sound.  

Miles Oursler
Manager of Networks and Systems
Kenyon College
oursler@kenyon.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 20:45:20 GMT
From: kayuucee@cfar.umd.edu (Kenneth W. Crist Jr.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois and Clark ( Vatman ) : * SPOILERS *

Miles (oursler@kenyon.edu) wrote:
>IMHO, the most "glaring" flaw was when Superman and his Clone had a
>conversation on the satellite.
>
>Please.  No air, no sound.  

   How did Clark know to go up to the satellite to talk to Bizarro? Did
they explain it and I missed it? I didn't see the first ten minutes, so did
the satellite have something to do with what happened in Paris?
   It seemed like Clark told Lois he had to talk to someone and then, bam!
he's at the satellite.

Ken Crist
kayuucee@cfar.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 23:37:32 GMT
From: ghost@openage.com (Glenn Host)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois and Clark ( Vatman ) : * SPOILERS *

Miles (oursler@kenyon.edu) wrote:
>IMHO, the most "glaring" flaw was when Superman and his Clone had a
>conversation on the satellite.
>
>Please.  No air, no sound.  

Please use a little logic...
Not all satelites are in vacuum - some are only tens of miles up!  [
Astronomy buffs - what is the lowest orbit for a satellite? ]

There is some air (and hence sound can carry) up to several hundred miles.
You or I may not be able to breathe or talk there but Superman certainly
could be capable of doing so.

Hence they were at a low orbiting satellite.

Glenn E. Host
Reston, VA

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 08:55:48 GMT
From: cotee@jsp.umontreal.ca (Cote Eric)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L&C: Vatman

As some pointed out, the matte FX used at the begining were painful to
watch.  But the really painful thing to watch for me was the visit to
Paris.  Every French sign that we saw in the background was wrong.  For me,
it completely removed the suspense of disbelief that Superman was in the
French capital.

"No smoking" was translated as "non fumer" instead of "ne pas fumer", and
"high voltage" was erroneously transcribed as "haut tension" instead of
"haute tension". (That last one might have been a simple typing mistake,
but no French would make a mistake on this kind, especially on that kind of
sign.)

Oh well, that isn't half as funny as the Premiere episode, when we see all
of those papers first page talking about Superman, the man who can fly!
The French paper has a "C'est magnifique" headline. (Magnificent!)  The
rest of the page is too tiny to read.

But we can still read the subtitle really clearly, which says: "l'art
d'agencer les bas morceaux" (roughly translated as "Fashion about trousers"
or "the art of wearing trousers").

This seems to indicate that the French press was not impressed by the fact
that a man could fly, but rather by the fact that he wore blue tights.  Ah,
those French people never cease to amaze me!

In fact, in the last episode, I was disappointed that we didn't see Clark
buy the "croissants".  I can even imagine the signs: "Le Bakery, Fresh each
jour."  And all the people in the background talking nonsense in Pepe le
Pew's accent!  :-)

But I can forgive about those errors, since I still love this series!  (I'd
like to read German to know if there are any mistakes of this kind on the
papers' headlines)

Eric Cote
Montreal
Cotee@jsp.umontreal.ca

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 04:03:59 GMT
From: gld@bonjour.cc.columbia.edu (Gary L Dare)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois and Clark ( Vatman ) :  * SPOILERS *

One of the nice touches was that they toned down Cat Grant's wardrobe.
Rather than being vulgarly exaggerated (after the initial titillation wears
off (-;), she was actually *sexier* in that Brooks Brothers outfit ...

Gary L. Dare
gld@columbia.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 17:23:06 GMT
From: foxnet@delphi.com (Charles Kennedy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Title test for FOX program

Once again FOX Broadcasting is looking for input from viewers. We have a
new show and want to get reaction just to the title. Later on I'll post
what the show is about and get reaction to the concept.
 
Based on title alone, how interested would you be in watching a show called
"Shock Rock" (1-5 scale, with 1 "not at all interested" and 5 "very
interested").
 
Also, what kind of show do you think it will be and what will it be about -
again, based only on the title.
 
Please e-mail your 1-5 rating, as well as your comments to:
FOXNET@Delphi.com
 
Thanks for the feedback.
 
Charles Kennedy
V.P. Program Research at FOX

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 06:55:45 GMT
From: batman@bu.edu (George Mathew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hey did anyone see Model by Day?

I just saw the first half of Model by Day and was totally surprised at the
production job they did.  I did not get to see the second hour, and was
wondering if anyone saw it, and if so, liked it.

That was one HOT, MEAN woman!!!

------------------------------
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Date: 21 Mar 94 21:15:07 GMT
From: warrenp@astro.ocis.temple.edu (The Paladin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois and Clark ( Vatman ) : * SPOILERS *

Kevin Chew (chewc@malibu.sfu.ca) writes:
>What I'd like to know is, what was the deal with the clone's sleeping
>chamber?  What purpose did it serve?  As opposed to a normal bed that is.

It may have in some way helped to reinforce Lex's control, or stabilize the
clone's wacky metabolism.

>This was my first reaction.  But if you think about it, Lois tells Clark
>afterwards that, following the clone Superman's kiss, she *knew* that
>whoever it was, it was not the real Superman.  So perhaps she thought that
>it was conceivable that this ersatz super hero was not as all powerful as
>the real thing.

She wasn't thinking!  She was just happy to be safe from the clone.  Also,
she told clark he was very brave for having done that...  i.e. Lois thought
Clark (normal human) had stood up to a godling for her.

>>   Number two : When the clone was dying, he said that Superman would
>>have to destroy him and the lock of hair.  The impression I got was that
>>Superman would throw the clone and the hair into the sun.  If the clone
>>still had Superman's powers, how could the sun destroy him without
>>destroying the real Superman?   I don't get it.

The clone was dying, possibly losing his powers, but very definitely needed
to be put out of Luther's reach.  Also, throwing the clone into the sun
would not necessarily put Superman in danger, as this could be done from a
great distance.  Falling into the sun would not be good for any being, even
Superman.  He does have some limits.

>>The clone's behavior seemed just like a little kid's, didn't it ?

What do you expect, he was three days old!  The clone may have had a fully
developed brain, but his mind was still very young.

>>in the stars like that.  I wonder.  Could the sun have rejuvenated the
>>Superman clone?  Or, could the lock of hair have grown into a new clone?
>>What WAS that star we saw streaking across the sky?  Just a star, or was
>>it something else?  After all, that's how it was done in Superman IV.
>>Hmmmmm...

Hair is dead, it wouldn't grow into anything.  Regenerate the clone, well
Superman's powers are solar related, he died and came back to life when
left out in the sun for a while (death & life book)

>Second, I felt that the most glaring flaw in the writing was during the
>scene where Lex tells the scientist that the clone must fight Superman the
>next day, and why he will win.  How could a supposed genius like Lex be so
>mind-numbingly stupid??  The clone (who presumably has super-hearing) is
>sitting right behind him in a flimsy looking bubble, and he doesn't think
>that he will hear him?  To make matters worse, it had only been a matter
>of seconds since the clone "went to bed"!

We can assume two things, first Lex thought his control was tighter, or
that the bubble was soundproof. (It may have been to human hears) and
second that if the clone had fought Superman and not developed a good side,
he would have done what ever it took to win.  That is an advantage in the
short term.

warrenp@astro.ocis.temple.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 18:24:57 GMT
From: debbrown@delphi.com (Deborah Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X Files "Miracle Man" Synopsis (long)

Below is the synopsis for the X Files episode titled MIRACLE MAN.  It's
quite long :-)

This is just loaded with spoilers and any surprises contained in the story
will be revealed here.  If you haven't seen it yet and DON'T want to have
it spoiled for you then please do not read any further.

You have been warned.... ;)

Title:  MIRACLE MAN
Production number: 1X17
Writer:  Howard Gordon & Chris Carter
Director:  Michael Lange
Guest Stars: R. D. Call, Scott Bairstow, George Gerdes, Dennis Lipscomb

We begin in Kenwood Tennessee in 1983 where there has been a terrible car
accident.  A preacher and his young son appear on the scene amongst the
crowd and emergency vehicles. The boy begins praying over a body bag that
his father has unzipped, commanding the dead to 'arise'.  Obediently, a
badly burned hand reaches out from inside the bag and grasps the the boy's
hand.

It is now 1994 in Washington DC, where agent Fox Mulder is watching a video
tape of a Southern revival meeting that agent Dana Scully is playing for
him.  Mulder knows the story of preacher Calvin Hartley and young miracle
worker Samuel.  He knows that Hartley claims to have found Samuel in the
"tall weeds on the bank of the muddy Mississippi".  The man Samuel saved is
appearing as an attraction at their show.  Local law enforcement had been
trying to close them down for years and now wants the FBI to investigate
them for murder.  A woman who Samuel tried to heal on the video tape died
20 minutes later of unknown causes and Samuel is suspected of being
responsible.  She is only the latest of several deaths that are being
attributed to Samuel.

Mulder and Scully attend a meeting hoping to see Hartley in action, but his
father announces that Samuel will not be there that day.  The agents
attempt to ask the reverend about Samuel's whereabouts but he has nothing
to tell them other than the fact that Samuel has been 'troubled'.  Sheriff
Daniels comes and introduces himself and presents Scully with medical
reports.  He tells them about how wealthy Hartley has become since Samuel
started performing his miracles.  He also tells them that he's been looking
for Samuel for days but "the boy does not want to be found".  Looking over
the reports, Scully mentions that she sees nothing out of the ordinary
other than the fact that no autopsy has been performed.  Daniels informs
her that Hartley has blocked all his attempts at ordering a post mortem on
religious grounds and that the coroner is a dues paying member of Hartley's
congregation.  Scully suggests getting a court order to have the body of
the latest victim exhumed for examination. They are foiled however, by the
appearance at the graveyard of the horribly scarred Vance (the man
resurrected by Samuel) and the congregation.  They insist that the agents
were committing sacrilege by exhuming the body and order them to desist,
claiming the woman's body as their own kin.

While at the graveyard, Daniels receives a call about a barroom brawl
involving Samuel so he takes the agents to the scene.  They find him, drunk
and bruised.  Daniels puts him under arrest for suspicion of murder, but
Mulder asks for a minute with him.  Samuel explains that he believes his
powers have been corrupted by his pride and considers the beating he's just
taken as penance.  He tells Scully that he has healed the sick and near
dead.  He says he can even see Mulder's pain.  When asked, he tells Mulder
he sees the pain he feels about the loss of his sister - a pain that has
never healed.  He then tells him that he cannot help him as his powers have
gone.  As he is lead away in handcuffs, Scully asks a visibly shaken Mulder
how he does it.

During the hearing, Samuel's lawyer asks for Samuel's release on his own
recognizance, an idea to which Samuel objects.  The judge agrees to a
$100,000 bail when a loud buzzing is heard.  Within seconds, the courtroom
is swarming with locusts.  Samuel believes it is the work of God,
testifying against him.

Back at the hotel, Mulder and Scully discuss the case, Mulder telling
Scully that he believes Samuel is for real.  A knock at the door reveals
Vance, requesting their presence at the reverend's house.  Hartley tells
them that he believes that his ministry is under attack and that Samuel is
innocent.  He asks them to attend a healing that night so they can see
Samuel in action.  As he's speaking, Mulder sees a little girl dressed in
red through the window.  He excuses himself and goes after her, but she's
gone.  Looking up, he sees Samuel looking down at him from a bedroom
window.

At the healing, sheriff Daniels leaves his arthritic wife in their van,
making sure she is going to be ok.  Daniels, believing Samuel to be a
fraud, has never permitted her to attend a healing. Vance is greeting
people at the door.  A young girl in a wheelchair is given a cup of drink
and is told that she would be given a front row spot.  Samuel is reluctant
to go out there, worried that someone would die from his touch.  Vance and
Hartley convince him that his powers are miraculous and that he is needed
to heal the sick who have come to see him.  He agrees.  Vance is introduced
to the crowd as the one brought back to life by the powers of Samuel.
Vance rises and introduces Samuel.  As Samuel hits the stage to applause
and music, Mulder spies the little girl off to the side.  He hurries over
to see if he can catch her as Samuel begins healing the sick. He eventually
reaches the girl in the wheelchair and puts his hands on her to heal her.
As he touches her head, she begins convulsing, much to the horror of Samuel
and the congregation.  Scully runs over to her, and not finding a pulse,
declares her to be dead.

Outside the hospital, Vance has the congregation assembled.  He is
convincing them that an autopsy would be defiling the girl's body and a
mortal sin.  Inside, Scully is convincing the parents to allow them to
examine the girl's body.  As he's conferring with his wife, Scully tells
Mulder she doesn't think Samuel killed the girl or the others.  Then she
asks Mulder where he was going at the healing, asking if he saw that girl
again.  She guesses that Mulder was seeing his sister, and Mulder tells her
that he's seen her twice.  Scully believes that Mulder wants to see her,
wants to believe in miracles.  She points out that once one believes in a
miracle, you're halfway there.  Mulder is not convinced that he was
engaging in wishful thinking and says so as the father comes over and give
his permission to perform the autopsy.

During the autopsy, Scully shows a squeamish Mulder some lesions on the
girl's lungs. She believes that the girl was poisoned with some form of
cyanide.  Mulder leaves to pursue a line of thought with Samuel.  He tells
Samuel that he will be freed to go, but Samuel refuses, still believing
he's guilty.  Mulder decides to ask about the girl he keeps seeing, asking
if Samuel made her appear to him, if it was some kind of trick.  Samuel
denies responsibility for the visions and asks "you mean... a trick of the
devil?"  Exasperated, Mulder calls for the guard and leaves, just as
Daniels gets there.  A deputy opens Samuel's cell, telling him he has
company.  Two men enter and proceed to beat him senseless.

Later, back at Daniels' house, there is a knock at the door.  His wife
starts over to answer it in her motorized wheelchair, but he intercepts
her, answering the door himself.  It's the deputy who allowed the men into
Samuel's cell.  He tells them that Samuel is dead.

Daniels tells Scully at the jail that he thinks the beating was a
continuation of the brawl he was involved in at the bar.  Hartley arrives
on the scene, clearly holding Daniels responsible for Samuel's death.  As
she turns to leave, she finds Mulder staring off into the distance.  She
asks him about it, telling him he has that "I can't find my keys and I
can't get into the house" look on his face.

Mulder takes Scully back to the courtroom looking for clues to Samuel's
problems when a locust crunches under foot.  He looks up and sees a number
of dead locusts in the ventilation vent in the ceiling.  They head up to
the roof to investigate, when Mulder finds a trail of potato pieces leading
from the outside into the shaft.  He surmises that someone obtained the
locusts from a biological supply house and dumped them into the shaft.
They decide to find out who ordered the pests to get to the bottom of the
murders.

That night at the reverend's house, Vance awakens to find Samuel in his
room, surrounded by a white light.  Recoiling in terror, Vance tells him he
is supposed to be dead.  Samuel accuses him of betraying him and wants to
know why.  "I brought you back to life", he says.  "Life?", asks Vance,
holding up his scarred hands.  "You call this life?"  A knock at the door
downstairs brings the reverend to the door.  Daniels, Mulder and Scully are
there to arrest Vance.  They have traced the locusts and cyanide to Vance
and are there to bring him in.  They move upstairs and find Vance dying in
bed.  Scully picks up a glass of water at his bedside and sniffs it, and
declares it to be poisoned.  Before he dies, Vance tells them that Samuel
was there, in his room and that Samuel forgave him.

Scully's report will reveal her opinion that Vance had tried to not only
kill Samuel, but he wanted to destroy the congregation's faith in him.  She
concludes that there have been no miracles in Kenwood Tennessee.  As he is
packing to leave for home, Mulder's hotel room phone rings.  It's the
sheriff's office informing him that Samuel's body has disappeared.  A nurse
at the hospital tells them that she saw Samuel walking out under his own
power.  Daniels calls it insane and starts to leave.  The nurse tells him
that others saw him too.

The sheriff returns home and sits for a moment on the rail to the ramp in
front of his house.  When he goes inside, his wife is reading the newspaper
accounts of the mystery and wonders if Samuel really WAS a healer.  Daniels
answers a knock at the door where he finds a deputy there to tell him that
he is wanted downtown for questioning about Samuel's death.

As they are leaving Kenwood, Scully expresses the hope that Hartley didn't
arrange the disappearance of Samuel's body as his "miracle of miracles".
Mulder says he doesn't think so.  He says "People are looking hard for
miracles, and it makes people see what they want to see".  As he unlocks
the car door, he catches a little girl's reflection in the car window.  He
whips around to find nobody there.  "Coming, Mulder?" asks Scully.  They
climb into the car and drive off, leaving the tent with the discarded
posters of Samuel that say "Samuel heals".

Debbie Brown
debbrown@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Mar 94 14:25:38 GMT
From: frank.roe@octel.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: M.A.N.T.I.S.

Has anyone heard anything else about M.A.N.T.I.S.?  I saw the pilot, and
figured that if it made it through a season, it "MIGHT" be worthwhile next
season, but since the pilot, I have heard nothing..??

Frank.Roe@Octel.Com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 01:55:52 GMT
From: fsjtc@aurora.alaska.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ancient Legend of the Screen reborn!!

Hi guys.

Recently while following my girlfriend (a TRUE sci-fi junkie) around the
science fiction section of the local video store, I stumbled upon a
revelation.  Old episodes of ULTRAMAN!!  That's right, the same cheesy
Japanese mid-70's show that so captivated me as a youth.  Anyway, while
waxing nostalgic upon the halcyon days of yore, I got to wondering:

Wasn't there a couple of other Japanese series along similar lines which
came out about the same time?  Specifically, I seem to remember one shown
up here in Alaska called SPECTRAMAN, or something like that.  Is this so,
and if so, what was the basic premise of the show?  Also, I could swear
there was one called something like JOHNNY AND HIS GIANT ROBOT, or some
other unbelievable retarded name.  The young Japanese protagonist had a
wristwatch, the face of which flipped up to reveal a little radio with
which he could summon his immense buddy.  It is hard for me to imagine
being able to do this and NOT getting a lot of dates, but I don't think the
show ever really did justice to the young fellow's social life.  Anyway,
does anyone remember these shows?  Did they exist?  Are they on video?  Did
my parents do too much acid in the 60's?  Any comments are welcome.

Jack Callahan
Fairbanks Alaska

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 00:03:00 GMT
From: andrew.bartmess@cccbbs.cincinnati.oh.us (Andrew Bartmess)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: FUTURE COP

Any of you folks remember FUTURE COP with Ernest Borgnine?  Cop and his
test-market cybernetic buddy?  (It was POSSIBLY a stolen idea from the ever
whiny Harlen Ellison, who sued and won, and also spawned a forgettable
sit-com with John Schuck called "HOLMES AND YOYO."

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 04:50:22 GMT
From: rphelps@iat.holonet.net (Robert C. Phelps)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Probe/Search (1970s)

   Does anyone know if the 1970s show "Search" (originally called "Probe")
has ever been released on video (either the "pilot" or any of the
episodes)?  I loved it then and would like to see it now for nostalgia
purposes, if nothing else.  Starred Burgess Meredith, Hugh O'Brian and Tony
Franciosa, among others.  Not to be confused with a later show of the same
name, starring (I think) Parker Stevenson.

Bob Phelps
rphelps@holonet.net

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Television - Highlander (7 msgs) & Mrs. Noah (2 msgs) &
                       The Champions (2 msgs) & Dune

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 22:40:59 GMT
From: mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (MATT WOODY)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander: What's the deal?

Hey there, all you sword-sters,
(OK that's pretty weak, but I like sounding like an idiot)

Anyway, what is the deal with "Highlander"? The show, that is. Of course,
it happens to be one of my favorites, but what I mean is, what's the deal
with the show's actors?

Stan Kirsch continues (much to my chagrin) to get his name in the credits.
Thankfully, that's all we see of him. Nothing against him, I just don't
like Richie. Kirsch is probably a good actor. Anyway, after Tessa was
killed, we saw Philip Akin's name in the credits. I was liking Charlie.

Now, Akin is gone and we get Michel Modo, who plays Pierre or Jacque or
whoever - the name isn't important. This character obviously was installed
for comic relief in "Unholy ..." part two, but we haven't seen him (or
Charlie) since. Let's get Mac out of Paris and back to Charlie and the
States. Aaargh! There I go editorializing again.

OK, does anyone know what happened to Philip Akin, or whether we'll see
more of Charlie.

Woody

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 01:15:55 GMT
From: lak@galactose.mc.duke.edu (Lisa Kadlec)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Another Highlander Question

I just recently got an account which gives me newsgroup access, and I was
surprised and pleased to find a discussion of one of my favorite shows -
Highlander.  I guess I'll start off with a recurring question I've had, to
see if anyone out there has any thoughts they'd like to share.  I've been
wondering, if an immortal stays in the same place for a while, and has to
kill a number of other immortals (take Duncan, for example), wouldn't you
think that eventually he or she would be connected to at least one headless
corpse?  This is a general question, but I also have a specific episode in
mind.  In the first season, there was an episode involving an assassin who
dressed as a mime.  This episode also had the recurring French policeman in
it, who remembered Duncan from a previous encounter with the same villain,
and who suspected Duncan at the very least wasn't telling all he knew.  At
the end of the show, the cop ends up outside the building where the
climactic fight took place, at what seemed to be just after the quickening.
He was suspicious in the first place, and he knew that the bad cop in the
story had taken Duncan to this location, but the episode just ends.  Didn't
they find the headless body?  And wouldn't the cop have wanted to know what
Duncan had to do with it?  Forgive me if this is something that's come up
before (as I said, I'm new), but I'd appreciate any thoughts on that
episode in particular, or on the issue in general.

Lisa Kadlec
lak@galactose.mc.duke.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 02:43:41 GMT
From: mwsmith@lamar.colostate.edu (Michael Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Another Highlander Question

lak@galactose.mc.duke.edu (Lisa Kadlec) writes:
>quickening.  He was suspicious in the first place, and he knew that the
>bad cop in the story had taken Duncan to this location, but the episode
>just ends.  Didn't they find the headless body?  And wouldn't the cop have
>wanted to know what Duncan had to do with it?  Forgive me if this is
>something that's come up before (as I said, I'm new), but I'd appreciate
>any thoughts on that episode in particular, or on the issue in general.

Finally, what I think may be a new question! Ooooohh, I knew there was a
reason I loved newbies, they come up with fresh threads!. As for your
question, it brings up a good point. Now if I was a cop and knew that
someone had just been dropped off there, when I went in and found a
headless corpse, I might have a few questions for the guy. (The guy who was
dropped off, not the corpse, talking to the dead takes up way to much time!
heh!).
 
Mike
mwsmith@lamar.colostate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 04:36:04 GMT
From: rad@crl.com (Robert A. DeLisle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Another Highlander Question

>quickening.  He was suspicious in the first place, and he knew that the
>bad cop in the story had taken Duncan to this location, but the episode
>just ends.  Didn't they find the headless body?  And wouldn't the cop have
>wanted to know what Duncan had to do with it?  Forgive me if this is
>something that's come up before (as I said, I'm new), but I'd appreciate
>any thoughts on that episode in particular, or on the issue in general.

I had the impression from one of the first episodes I saw (I didn't start
watching until late the first year and then saw reruns of most) that the
bodies vanished.  They are hundreds of years old (except Richie), so they
turned to dust and blew away.

BTW in a Crypt episode, I swear the beheaded man was seen immediately after
the beheading complete with head - at least neck uncut.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 05:26:44 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Another Highlander Question, Take 2

>I had the impression from one of the first episodes I saw (I didn't start
>watching until late the first year and then saw reruns of most) that the
>bodies vanished.  They are hundreds of years old (except Richie), so they
>turned to dust and blew away.

In the early first season episodes (namely Innocent Man, and possibly a
couple others) the bodies remained.  In "Innocent Man", they refer to
Slan's body that was left in "The Gathering", and a Vietnam vet is arrested
by an evil immortal for beheading an immortal friend of Duncan's (and the
body is there).  Duncan later beheads the evil immortal, buries his
friend's body, and tells Richie that someone will eventually find the evil
immortal's body.  I think that in a couple of other first season Vancouver
episodes the police characters might have commented on unsolved murders
with beheaded bodies.

However, certainly by the Paris episodes last year, and probably somewhat
earlier, the problem of "what happens to the bodies" seems to have gone the
way of "where do they keep their swords?" in that it's just an inconvenient
detail that the writers and producers would have us ignore.

In the first Highlander movie, the bodies not only remained, they were
front page news.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 23:02:02 GMT
From: maryannmc@aol.com (MaryAnnMc)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Another Highlander Question

Robert DeLisle said:
>I had the impression from one of the first episodes I saw (I didn't start
>watching until late the first year and then saw reruns of most) that the
>bodies vanished.  They are hundreds of years old (except Richie), so they
>turned to dust and blew away.

Not hardly.  We have ample evidence that this couldn't happen - from Duncan
burying the body of his Civil War friend to the police lieutenant seeking
the murderer of the headless body, although I get the feeling that they do
indeed conceal as many bodies from the authorities as possible.

MaryAnnMc@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 23:37:00 GMT
From: kat@welkin.apana.org.au (Kathryn Andersen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: YAHQ (Yet Another Highlander Question)

Firstly, a reminder to people to put spoiler warnings in their posts.  Not
everybody lives in the USA you know.  I am interested in Highlander but I
can't see it on TV because they don't show it here in Australia.  But that
doesn't mean I will never see it, because of the wonders of the video tape
and multiple-standard VCRS. I have just seen the first season (and the
first episode of the second season) due to tapes from a friend in Canada
but I had already had three major plot points spoiled for me before I saw a
single episode because I've read them here.  It will probably be a while
before I see any more of the second season, so, just be careful, okay?

*** mild spoiler warning if you haven't seen the movie and
a couple of episodes ***

To compare the movie and the series (second movie?  No, there can be only
one!) there are ups and downs.  I was really disappointed by the end of the
movie, because in it the Prize was such a let-down.  The series improves on
that by elaborating on what the Quickening is, particularly in
_Band_of_Brothers_ (one of the best episodes IMHO) where you see that it is
doubly a fight between good and evil - not just good and bad immortals
killing each other, but changing each other's souls, with the chilling
possibility that even if all the "bad" immortals were killed, evil could
win by changing the good to bad, the way Darius had been changed from evil
to good.

Some of the things that the movie had that the series lacks is:

   - the stunning scenery (but that's just a case of film vs screen so I
won't begrudge it)

   - the humour; the movie had some classic scenes that just haven't been
topped by the series.  I'm thinking of the duelling scene in particular,
where Connor is drunk and keeps on being skewered by this guy, and keeps on
getting up, and finally apologises.  Duncan's flashbacks seem to be a lot
more serious, but okay, maybe that's becuase he's a sober and intense
guy... (no I don't mean he never gets drunk!).

The series of course has a chance for more character development because it
has more time. The flashbacks enable you to see more of Duncan's character
than you might otherwise.  Okay, he gets the most airplay; Tessa is a good
support and Richie is basically a sidekick (and a bit of a clueless dude
half the time) there for plot excuses and laughs.  But that's only on a bad
day.

The formula plot is: Bad immortal kills innocent (maybe another immortal),
Duncan tracks down bad immortal, Duncan kills bad immortal (or Duncan lets
not-so-bad immortal go with the promise that next time it will be to the
death).  But they aren't all formula plots.

There are a few hooks upon which to hang a plot here:
 - The Gathering: immortals go around killing other immortals.
(The Gathering, Innocent Man, Free Fall, Band of Brothers)

 - Immortals can't be killed
(Bad Day in Building A, Deadly Medicine)

 - An Old friend of Duncan turns up
(The Gathering, The Beast Below, Saving Grace, The Lady and the Tiger,
Eye of the Beholder, The Hunters)

 - Richie/Tessa or a friend of Richie/Tessa/Duncan is in trouble
and an immortal may be involved
(Road Not Taken, Mountain Men, The Sea Witch, Eyewitness, Family Tree,
For Tomorrow We Die, Saving Grace, Avenging Angel, Eye of the Beholder,
Nowhere To Run, The Hunters)

 - A new immortal hits the scene
(Avenging Angel)

 - Someone finds out too much about Duncan/Immortals
(Deadly Medicine, The Hunters, The Watchers)

 - Something turns up from Duncan's past
(Revenge is Sweet, See No Evil, For Evil's Sake)

Facts:
Has anyone catalogued Duncan's flashbacks so we know where he was, when?
He wandered around from Scotland to England to France to America to China
(or was it Japan?) - it would be nice to know; after enough flashbacks
there could be a danger of continuity errors, saying he was in one place
when he couldn't have been (after all, it does take time to sail from
Europe to America by sailing ship...)

*** more spoiler warnings if you haven't seen the first series ***

Speculation:
If there are three immortals present, and one of them is beheaded, to whom
does the Quickening go?  There are two examples to consider: (1) in
_Saving_Grace_, the immortal is beheaded by a train wheel.  Duncan is
closest, the Quickening goes to Duncan and not Grace.  (2) in
_The_Lady_and_the_Tiger_, they are both fairly close to Zachary, but it is
Amanda who beheads him, and Amanda who gets his Quickening.

In all other cases there have been only two immortals present, and the
Quickening goes to the live immortal whether that immortal did the actual
beheading or some mechanical accident did.

I would deduce from Fitz's reaction to the possibility of being guillotined
by the Hunters, that the Quickening is lost if there is not another
immortal "within range", whatever that might be.

I would expect that "within range" is the same range needed for an immortal
to sense another's presence.  How big is that range?  Does it vary from
immortal to immortal?

The rules of the Game.  From the way that immortals have to be *told* the
rules, and the situation in _Avenging_Angel_ where a new immortal went mad,
ignored instruction, and Duncan ended up killing him on holy ground, I
would expect that these are rules of honour, and not laws of nature.  Thus
the question is raised, quite reasonably, why do evil immortals follow the
rules?  What have they got to lose?  The logical thing would be that if
someone breaks the rules, they lose their own protection under the rules,
but that would only work if all the immortals knew that said immortal *had*
broken the rules, and he's not going to be going around telling people, is
he?  Logic would suggest some sort of automatic deterrent, but I can't
think of anything which isn't too magical to be plausible.

More on the Quickening.  If the Quickening conveys the knowledge and
experience of an immortal, how come we don't see Duncan using knowledge he
got from another immortal?  There's only one example I can think of, and
that's in _See_No_Evil_ where he uses the knowledge of the previous serial
killing by an immortal in order to track down the copy-cat killer; but was
that knowledge from his own tracking down of that immortal in the 1920's or
was it from the quickening of that immortal when Duncan killed him?  A
counter-example is in _The_Hunters_ and _The_Watchers_ where Duncan has
this book, the 5th chronicle of the Watchers, and it is in old Teutonic,
and he says he has difficulty reading it, because it was before his time.
But it wasn't before the time of immortals he had killed - particularly
Grayson, who was a contemporary of Darius!  Would Grayson not have that
knowledge?  Okay, so maybe Grayson didn't learn to read Teutonic...

I want to see more episodes!

Kathryn Andersen
kat@welkin.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 3 Mar 94 18:55:18 GMT
From: ron@burger.wimsey.com (Ron Currie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Obscure Brit SF comedy

A while ago I saw a pilot for a British sitcom that looked like it was made
in the late 70's or so. It involved a space ship or station, the interior
of which was identical to an English home. Several characters were marooned
in orbit together. The whole thing was actually kind of silly. I think the
lead character was a little old lady named Mrs. Noah.  Ring any bells? Was
this ever a series?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 07:32:48 GMT
From: jmw1@ra.msstate.edu (John Westerburg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Obscure Brit SF comedy

It's called Come Back Mrs. Noah.  It has Mollie Sugden from "Are You Being
Served?".  It's about a British housewife who wins a trip to visit a space
launch and gets shot into space by accident.  As far as I know, it was only
about six or eight episodes long.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Mar 94 14:20:00 GMT
From: ECZ5SLM@mvs.oac.ucla.edu (-SLM-)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Champions

Can anyone help me with this UK series?  I used to watch it in the late
60's/early 70's and I *loved* it!  There were 3 main characters (2 men, 1
woman) who were British agents and they crashed in Tibet on one of their
missions.  They were badly injured, but woke up "healed" (was it supposedly
Shangri-la?) and they found they had psychic powers.  I remember laughing a
*lot*, but I don't think it was supposed to be a comedy!

Is there an episode guide for this show anywhere?  Is it being rerun on any
PBS station in the USA?  Thanks heaps!

SLM

------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 07:59:15 GMT
From: akomins@ellis.uchicago.edu (arin komins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Champions

Believe it or not, but this show is available on tape.

There is an episode guide in the ITV Encyclopaedia of Adventure.

The Champions
Created by: Monty Berman and Dennis Spooner
Producer: Monty Berman
30 colour sixty minute episodes
Aired Sept. 23 1968 through April 30, 1969 in Britain
aired 11 of July-12 of Sept. 1967 in USA

Mail me if you want more info.

Arin
akomins@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 08:59:15 GMT
From: tmservo@abc.ksu.ksu.edu (Tom Servo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dune

Does anyone know about finding the original episodes of the Animated
rendition of Frank Herbert's Dune series that aired in the late 1970s?  Or,
pardoning that, does anyone know if a full length, 5 1/2 hour long version
of the Movie will play on the SciFi Channel soon?

Also, is there any truth to the rumor that the other books in the series,
Like Dune Messiah, Children of Dune, God Emperor of Dune, Heretics of Dune,
and ChapterHouse Dune are being considered for FOX miniseries?

Just thought I'd ask...

tmservo@ksuvm.ksu.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	     Television - Brisco County, Jr. (5 msgs) & Isis &
                          Island City (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Mar 94 12:26:29 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brisco County: chances of renewal?

As I mentioned in a post a while back, I've only picked up on ADVENTURES OF
BRISCO COUNTY in the last month or two, but it's become one of my favorite
TV shows.  Now I'm wondering what its chances are for renewal for next
season.  It usually is pretty close to the bottom of the ratings; on the
other hand, Fox seems more tolerant of low ratings than the three original
networks.  Has anyone heard any news or rumors on this?  

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 7 Mar 94 08:44:07 GMT
From: brisco@netcom.com (Brisco County Jr.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brisco County: chances of renewal?

It may be close to the bottom but so is X-files and Fox has already agreed
to pick that up as per the announcement some time ago. Now, it is kind of
funny to note since I have heard 3 people reading their newspapers some
time ago and saying that Brisco has been picked up for a another season.
Now, FOX central is holding on that answer (FOX Network, #1 in L.A.,
California, not the affiliates). And even a person who is the production
sound engineer to Brisco COunty Jr crew who subscribes to
alt.tv.brisco-county even said that they haven't heard any word from FOX.
Is this something that the affiliates are saying? I don't know. But from
the outlook, yes, it will get picked up. But we will have to write to FOX
Network about this at: FOXNET@delphi.com.

Just support Brisco County Jr enough now. Now, everyone is confusing the
hell out of me. First I hear from people who had proof on paper that FOX
renewed it, and now FOX central and a person working on the crew says
otherwise and they haven't heard any word. Hmm, interesting. Anyway,
someone is either leaking it or really lying to us.  Remember, Brisco is
higher on the average ratings than X-files. So, that may be a great plus.

And Brisco COunty Jr has lost all of its sf elements and the producers
won't go back to sf at all so Brisco County Jr. doesn't really fit into
this newsgroup much.

KC
brisco@netcom.com
kchang@orion.oac.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 23:31:45 GMT
From: debbrown@delphi.com (Deborah Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brisco County: chances of renewal?

I would like to see Brisco County back next year. I *will* miss the orb
though.  Any word about whether John Astin will be continuing in his role
as the Professor?  He and Lord Bowler make the show for me. :-)
 
Debbie Brown
debbrown@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 08:07:04 GMT
From: brisco@netcom.com (Brisco County Jr.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brisco County: chances of renewal?

Deborah Brown <debbrown@delphi.com> writes:
>I would like to see Briso County back next year. I *will* miss the orb
>though.  Any word about whether John Astin will be continuing in his role
>as the Professor?  He and Lord Bowler make the show for me. :-)

Orb is gone for good. :(

Yes, I think John Astin should be coming back soon.

And I heard that Lord Bowler may get replaced with "Whip" as the sidekick.
*shrug* Who knows?

KC
brisco@netcom.com
kchang@orion.oac.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 12:05:37 GMT
From: brisco@netcom.com (Brisco County Jr.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brisco County: chances of renewal?

You know, from what people say, from what they read from papers, the
producers have cut the orb stuff entirely and wrote it off to concentrate
more on the main plot at hand and that is the "adventures" part to the
show. They may bring back some sf element of sorts but that will be some
time in the future (plus if it gets picked up for a second season).

>>Yes, I think John Astin should be coming back soon.
>
>Good.  The professor is a great, albeit slightly weird, character.

Well, he is another one of those characters that hasn't been developed.
We'll see what the writers do. They may add him in only if he has an
invention that Brisco needs. That kind of makes it atypical for Professor
Wickwire's character to come in, but that is what it seems like every
episode he has come in in.

KC
brisco@netcom.com
kchang@orion.oac.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 02:47:39 GMT
From: fico!rbw@apple.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Isis

   Man, oh man!  Love those ole' CBS live action Saturday morning shows!

   Let's see ... Isis ... played by actress Joanna Cameron ... Andrea
Thomas was an archaeology teacher ... she found the pendant that gives her
the power of Isis.  She had a *raven* named Tut.  Isis and Captain Marvel
(Shazam!) were actually in _three_ episodes.  _She_ came onto his show, and
_he_ to hers.  The episode mentioned above was she coming to his show.  I
remember something about he and his friends went on an archaelogy field
trip (with Ms. Thomas in charge) , and the kids got trapped inside a cave
that was in danger of a cave-in.  The whole "moral" of the episode had
something to do with "men" vs.  "women" ... anyway, Captain Marvel rescued
some kids (I _think_), but realized that he couldn't get the rest because
the cave was sensitive that *any* movement would cause a cave in.
"Sometimes, strength and speed aren't enough ..."  One of the gal students
suggested a laser drill or something like that.  Sooo ... Cap rubbed the
sand together to make a huge lens.  Unfortunately, it was starting to rain.
Enter Ms. Thomas as Isis.  Isis commanded the storm away, the lens was used
on the side of the cave, a hole was drilled ... ta da!  Kids are rescued!

   BTW, the other times that the two got together was : 1) when Isis had to
rescue some kids on a boat (those *DUMB* kids!) and she was forced to hold
back a big storm and needed Tut to contact Captain Marvel to rescue the
boat.  2) Captain Marvel was fighting like hell to rescue and help out with
a forest fire that was raging out of control.  Captain Marvel told Mentor
to contact the Elders (immortals as cartoons?)  Mentor contacted the Elders
and they told him to contact Andrea Thomas because she was Isis and the
only one who could help Captain Marvel (gods know everything!)  This is, of
course, the first time Isis and Cap Marvel appeared together.

   My goodness, I can't believe I remember all this with vivid detail!

   To show you all what kind of sorry life I lead (that, or I've got a
GREAT memory!), remember there were TWO actors that played Captain Marvel
in Shazam!

   Jackson Bostwick (#1) and John Davey (#2)!

Randy Wong
c/o Fair, Isaac and Company
120 North Redwood Drive
San Rafael, CA  94903-1996
rbw%fico.uucp@apple.com
apple!fico!rbw

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 09:19:28 GMT
From: luis.gonzalez@asb.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ISLAND CITY

   Did anyone see "Island City?"  I believe it was a 2-hour pilot.  I guess
that it will become a series in the near future.  It was shown on WWOR-TV,
here in the New York Metro Area.
   It was set in the future, not in Space, but, here on Earth.  Some Humans
live in a fortified city called "Island City."  Other humans live in the
wastelands outside the city.
   In the past, a Scientist made a youth serum which most of the people on
Earth took.  Some people came out alright and others, who had recessive
genes, turned into beasts that kill without reason.
   The people in the city, have colored implants and laws which prohibit
sexual intercourse among people with different colored implants.
   One of the main characters is married to a man who didn't take the youth
serum.  He happens to be very angry that his wife took it.  Also, he's
jealous because his wife's superior officer has the same colored implant,
blue.
   Another character is half-recessive and half-normal and has an acute
sense of hearing because of this fact.  If you can imagine what The
Incredible Hulk looks like then, you have a good picture of this character.
   I haven't seen any of the actors, in this pilot, on any other show
before.

luis.gonzalez@asb.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 17:08:31 GMT
From: lawson@crl.com (Jim C Lawson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Island City

A friend sent me this list :-)

Wonder why...

The recessives don't just kill each other?
The recessives never run out of food in a destroyed environment?
The recessives don't just shoot out the tires of the HLV Tonka trucks?
The recessives don't have any weapons heavier than personal defense?
The recessives don't do "chinese file drills" at the "secret entrance" to
the city and just storm the place?
The city never runs out of petrol?
The "secret entrance" is mechanically secured and not an energy shield?
The road over the "secret entrance" is concrete and in such good shape
*outside* the city? (Hazard pay for CalTrans, I guess.)
The island city army isn't completely manned by half-recessives, who are
the perfect manufactured soldiers?
The technology exists to discern who is genetically compatible by
cataloging the individual's *entire* gene sequence, but the technology to
test for the miracle drug gene interaction didn't?
The horny doctor's sister inexplicably did *not* sleep with any "normals"
in the wasteland?
The normals don't use any air technology at all over the wasteland?

Jim Lawson
lawson@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 18:47:05 GMT
From: albert@chain.ssctr.bcm.tmc.edu (Rick Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Island City...another Action Pack show on the way???

lawson@crl.com writes:
>Wonder why...
[List of humorous questions deleted]

People couldn't simply get sterlized and not have to worry what "color" 
   person they could sleep with? [especially for Mindy]
The Unit hadn't heard of the world's only half-rec?
The Lost Guy didn't mention, "gee, I found some kids out here, get a wiggle
   on, people?"
The Doctor didn't divorce her Grumpy Old Husband and boink Batman?(*)
People couldn't come up with a better ID tag than that ugly chest-jewel?
Mindy was able to find the Lost Kids and Lost Guy by hearing their 
   heartbeats, and not anything nosier (like breathing, for instance)?
Lost Guy separated from the Lost Kids to go Rock Climbing?
Lost Guy's wife couldn't simply lock out all VR programming, and not
   just nekkid babe programming, if she was that concerned about his VRing?
Lost Guy (who had all that survival training) wasn't heading back towards
   Island City, instead of stumbling off a cliff?
Mindy had to strain to lift Lost Guy, when he tossed the 2 Gregs around
   like stuffed toys?
Recs bothered with Island City, when there were obviously lots of norms
   out there in the wilderness to terrorize?
There wasn't a teleport gizmo in the van? [If it's cheap enough to use
   for jaunts across town, why can't they put it in the van?  But I did
   get a good chuckle about the "Thank You For Using AT&T" bit at the 
   teleporter.

(*) - in case you didn't know, Keven Conroy (the Colonel) also does the
voice of Batman in the cartoon.  Most of the time you couldn't really hear
it, but sometimes I definitely heard Batman and Bruce Wayne in there.

Rick Jones
albert@bcm.tmc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 04:57:53 GMT
From: abb3w@fulton.seas.virginia.edu (Arthur Bernard Byrne)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Island City -- SPOILERS!

For those of you who missed it, count your blessings.

Heading my list of obvious complaints is the road outside the city: it is
in a different perspective from the background it appears against. They
could have at least gotten it *drawn* properly on the obvious computer FX.
The model cars, obviously compu-anime city, weird clashes in technology
(*matter transmission*?), etc. also bug the hell out of me.

Summary of scenario:

   Somebody develops gengineered anti-aging drug. People rush to take it.
It is discovered that the drug has nasty side effects in a majority of the
population: the stuff fries their DNA, and mutates them into homicidal
psychopath neanderthals. The only vestige of civilization left seems to be
one place called "Island City", apparently in the middle of a desert. The
population is all color coded by DNA - reds, blues, greens, (one other),
and blacks. In order to prevent more recessives from showing up, you can
only screw around with people with the same color chest gem, unless you're
coded black. Blacks - "half-recesives", can't sleep with anyone, since they
carry the gene. Those born in the city lack natural immunities, so they are
given shots that last up to 48 hours to protect them.
   Oh, they've made other developments in technology; most seem to be OK
with 30-50 years of progress, but I'd think they'd have AI's doing more
than VR, and I *don't* like matter transmission.

   Summary of characters: (no names, they didn't stick mostly)
   -A commanding officer, the son of the scientist who invented the
drug. Standard issue military CO. Blue, and about 60.
   -A female doctor, apparently considering an affair with CO, as (1) they
are the same color and (2) her husband is turning into a jealous grouch,
since he *didn't* take the anti-aging drug, and does look like he's in his
60's. She is, and doesn't. Blue.
   -A misfit; the child of a woman raped when caught outside by recessives.
He's a "half recessive", with all of the physical markings of the
Recessives (super hearing, super sight, continual pain beyond normal human
sanity...), but still has his wits. He does not like the CO much, and is
inclined to go beyond the First Rule of Engagement (can you say "prime
directive" kiddies?), forbidding the use of lethal force on the recessives.
He seems to be gifted with a bit of a telepathic ability to sense other
recessives. Shows some sign of possibilities. Gem color is black, although
he isn't.
   -A genius clutz, "23". He's the only one who looks *really* promising.
"23" isn't his age... it's his name. His name? Yeah, he's one of
*forty-two* clone brothers (although #18 died recently) created by the
military in an attempt to create the super soldier. The military screwed up
every one, and each in a different manner. One of them seems psycho, one an
idiot, and one a bit twitchy/stuttering. He's not very popular with his
brothers. I *love* the potential family dynamics here.  23 is a
communications/science officer type, but not superhuman. Green.
   -A clueless loser who got lost at the start of the episode, in order to
provide a plot to hang the introduction on. Red, I think.
   -Clueless loser's wife, who transferred back out of administration and
into the Hazardous Rescue Group (or whatever the name is) in order to help
find him. She's a communications/combat specialist, I think she said.  Also
Red (presumably) if I remember.
   -Clueless loser's kid; standard issue Wesley, it seems... but wait!
He's not a supergenius! (Obviously not... he looks about age 15, and if
it's taken him *that* long to discover that his parents have a parental
blockout on the R and X rated features of the Virtual reality system, he's
probably a bit of an idiot.) They haven't done enough to see whether
they'll screw this kid up yet. Red.
   -The doctor's husband, "Bob" or "Bill", I can't remember. The only
individual we've seen who hasn't taken the damned youth drug. Grouchy
bastard.
   -The doctor's sister, who enters in a teary reunion scene after 30 years
alone in the wilderness, and shows no sign of being anything except a total
ditz totally governed by hormones. She's a green.
   -The CO's CO, General SomethingSilly (I don't recall, and YMMV).  She's
a black, and seems (1) standard issue Starfleet Admiral, non-evil.

Summary of Plot:
   Rescue attempt made on idiots outside. Rescue looses Clueless Loser,
saves only the Woman. Introduce characters. Teary reunion scene when Doc
meets Sis. Introduce more characters. Search for Clueless Loser. Fail.
Clueless' wife rejoins to try to find him. Search for Woman's kids. Find
Clueless along with them. (No sign of the Woman's husband, BTW.)

Recommendation to y'all:
   Die hard SF fan and masochist that I am, I plan to check it out once
more, maybe twice. Unless you are both, wait until you hear lots of good
things about it.

Recommendation to Production:
   1) Shelve it for a year like B5, while everyone rips it to shreds.
   2) Fire the FX clown responsible for the roadway leading to the return
entrance, and the guy who made the models for the Rovers in the Tunnel.
Both are obviously complete incompetents.
   3) Hire Larry Niven as a consultant. Yes, it will cost you a few hundred
grand (at least) but it will be worth it. For one thing, he can explain
what effects cheap teleportation has on a society to you idiots.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 18:28:26 GMT
From: ron@burger.wimsey.com (Ron Currie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ISLAND CITY question <spoiler>

I recently caught most of the pilot film and was pleasantly surprised.  One
question remains, though: you're only allowed to have sex with people whose
crystals match yours, because of the potential for mutant offspring.

Haven't these people ever heard of BIRTH CONTROL?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 18:56:35 GMT
From: abb3w@fulton.seas.virginia.edu (Arthur Bernard Byrne)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ISLAND CITY question <spoiler>

   They've got teleportation, but not reversible sterilization for black
crystals? Yet another reason why I think they should sit on the idea for
another year while working the bugs out.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 25 Mar 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 215

Today's Topics:

       Television - The Prisoner (7 msgs) & Alien Nation (2 msgs) &
                    The Tomorrow People (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 18:55:56 GMT
From: wlittm@epfl1.epflbalto.org (William Littman 396-5440)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John Drake, Prisoner

Leo McKern as #2 calls #6 "Drake" in the next-to-last episode of the
series.  Keep an ear out for the dialogue as McKern speaks to McGoohan as
though he's speaking to a schoolboy.  I viewed the episode recently on the
SCI-FI channel, and have no doubts about it not being an auditory illusion.
     
Bill Littman
wlittm@epfl1.epflbalto.org

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 15:16:56 GMT
From: flint@waterloo.hp.com (Andrew Flint)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Drake, Prisoner

William Littman (wlittm@EPFL1.EPFLBALTO.ORG) wrote:

>Leo McKern as #2 calls #6 "Drake" in the next-to-last episode of the
>series.

No he doesn't.  That is one of FAQ points.  I can't recall offhand what it
really is that #2 says, but it isn't Drake.  Although it sounds a lot like
it.  You can check the script as well, the line is in it (it's something as
simple as 'break!').

Andrew Flint
flint@waterloo.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 23:08:09 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Okay, I give up [Prisoner]

wojcik@iccgcc.cs.hh.ab.com writes:
>Number 6 is indeed the "Danger Man or "Secret Agent" (US).  If you freeze
>on the envelope he drops on the desk in the intro of every show it has the
>name John Drake on it. That was his name in Danger Man/Secret Agent.

Absolutely incorrect.  *IF* you'd ever bothered to freeze-frame that scene,
you'd know the envelope says nothing of the kind.  (The markings are
something like "eyes only" and "deliver by hand.")
 
McGoohan couldn't use the name John Drake, since the character is owned by
the man who produced "DANGER MAN."  He *could* have, but why bother?  #6 is
a universal archetype, not a specific character; he's just humanity
optimized.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 16:08:25 GMT
From: k93cn01@hobbes.kzoo.edu (Cassie Noble)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The prisoner

   There is no great meaning to the Prisoner!  The whole idea of it was to
be as bizarre as possible.  The viewer is supposed to feel as frustrated
and confused with the whole mess as Number 6 felt!  (and Are we quite sure
he's not supposed to be John Drake?  I am sure I have read things
specifically saying that the Prisoner was a continuation of Secret
Agent/Dangerman.)

Cassie Noble
k93cn01@hobbes.kzoo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 12:36:12 GMT
From: wojcik@beast.cs.hh.ab.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: OKAY, I REALLY SCREWED UP [Prisoner]

After numerous mail messages about how wrong I've been about my "Drake"
comment being on the letter, I went back to the tapes to check. I found
that all of my tapes had the first word slightly blurred but I could make
out a R an A and E at the end. Hence my conclusion it must have been DRAKE.
Well this wasn't good enough so I went to an electronics store where they
have a few episodes on laser. I talked the salesperson into letting me look
at it "before I buy".  Putting it into a Sony LD player and connecting to a
big screen I immediately saw the first word is PRIVATE.  So I was wrong.
There goes my evidence that #6 is really Drake.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 00:03:00 GMT
From: andrew.bartmess@cccbbs.cincinnati.oh.us (Andrew Bartmess)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Okay, I give up [Prisoner

There's a great book called "The Prisoner Companion" (sorry, no further
info, but will post later) where the author, who INTERVIEWED the
closemouthed Patrick McG., says that the whole thrust of the series is the
warning that "the trouble with science is that it can be perverted".  We
see in the series that although our science runs ahead at a startling pace,
our MORALITY has not developed to keep pace with it; thus, we have the
observation, the numicification, the manipulation of the people in our
"village" by Big Brother who has the toys of technology.

Pat McG has always said that the Village is US...each episode may be looked
at as an example of how the world molds us into its own image, and how we
mold ourselves.  (In this Pollitically Correct age, ask yourself, what do
we sacrifice to just "go along?")  Anyway, in the surreal ending episode,
No. 6 rips the mask off of 1 to find a jabbering ape, and then that mask to
find himself.  I think we are looking at who, really, is in
charge...ourselves.  WE control our animal nature...will it destroy us?

Or, in the second to last episode, Leo McKern writes: "1. Find the link.
2. Put it together. 3. If it fails...BANG" What is clearer?  We must find
and control our bloody, animal nature, or it will destroy us.  Anyway, note
that the entire series is not just an action/adventure...it is a PARABLE.
(P. McG is a hard-core Christian.)  When the "Kid" sings the beatnick "dry
bones", he is the biblical Ezekial calling life into the dry bones, that
is, he is warning us that technology is controlling us for the worse.  And
when No. 6 lands back at his familiar apartment in the "real world", note
that we hear that "whirr" of a Village door close (we NEVER escape the
village...it is our world, it is ourselves) and there's a number on his
front door...#1!  Also, if you can find it, there is a GREAT 4-part comic
book series from a few years ago that does the whole Village bit in the
90's.  You will realize that our Internet Global Village is just a few
heartbeats away from the soul of #2!

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 00:03:00 GMT
From: andrew.bartmess@cccbbs.cincinnati.oh.us (Andrew Bartmess)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Okay, I give up [Prisoner

McGoohan said years later (as reported in "The Prisoner Companion") that it
DIDN'T MATTER WHY HE RESIGNED...the whole point was that it was HIS CHOICE.

The thing was that as a God-crafted human being, he had the right to have
his own choices, and those choices sometimes were his own secret things.
The thing that McG was saying, says he, was that personal choice is
stronger than the will of the government, or what "society" tells us to
think.

"I am not a Number!  I am a free man!"  (Laughter.)

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 16:30:56 GMT
From: JW83HISW@miamiu.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Alien Nation movie official!

It was in the entertainment section of my paper this morning:

FOX has gathered together all the original cast from the TV series in order
to make a new Alien Nation TV movie called "Dark Horizons".

All I can say is: YES!!

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 19:03:37 GMT
From: d-thiel@uiuc.edu (David Thiel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New Alien Nation movie official!

<JW83HISW@MIAMIU.BITNET> writes:
>It was in the entertainment section of my paper this morning:
>
>FOX has gathered together all the original cast from the TV series in
>order to make a new Alien Nation TV movie called "Dark Horizons".
>
>All I can say is: YES!!

Absolutely. ALIEN NATION completely overwhelmed my expectations to become
one of the best examples of SF on TV. The "Dark Horizon" title, of course,
comes from the script for the TV-movie originally intended to wrap up the
first season cliffhanger. The story has been subsequently published as a
novel.

The question is: Will the new movie reflect the years that have passed
since the original series ended? After all, aren't we getting pretty close
to the date (in the context of the series) that the Newcomers' ship landed?
Besides, if FOX has gathered the *entire* original cast, the actors playing
Buck and Emily would be noticably older. I would hope that the Purist plot
to infect the Newcomers (from the cliffhanger) is at least dealt with, if
only in flashback. I also hope that the movie is successful enough to spawn
a new series of TV movies - there are plenty of unproduced scripts left
over from the original series.

David Thiel
d-thiel@uiuc.edu                      

------------------------------

Date: 9 Mar 94 16:49:33 GMT
From: jack@mks.com (Jack De Winter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People Group

Would somebody be able to fill me in on the history of the Tomorrow people?
I have heard about it on this group for a while, but I have never seen the
show as I do not think that it airs on TV anywhere in my vicinity.  If
anyone knows of anyplace near Waterloo, Ontario, Canada where it airs, I
would be very greatful if they could tell me.  It sounds like an
interesting show...

Thanks in advance.

Jack

------------------------------

Date: 10 Mar 94 16:16:33 GMT
From: k93cn01@hobbes.kzoo.edu (Cassie Noble)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tomorrow people

   Ha!  Who was it that complimented the "classic British special effects"?
Although I have to admit, the cheesiness is what wins you over for shows
like that, and Doctor who, and Blake's 7...  I think part of this new
tomorrow people's problem is that the effects are almost good in parts!
(The idea of Spielberg buying Doctor Who just frightens me.  British sci-fi
loses all its charm when the effects get good!)
   I certainly am surprised by the lack of mention of the old series.
First of all, I thought it was much better.  The characters weren't as
whiny, it actually had plots, etc..  It ran for 8 years for Christ's sake!
Now this new show comes out of the blue and and no one cares where it came
from!
   Hell, not even the show itself wants to mention the old series, which
bugs the hell out of me.  Where's TIM?  Why didn't the old tomorrow people
detect the presence of the spaceship?  Why are none of them around in
anticipation of more break outs?  Considering the two series were written
by the same guy, you would think this problem would at least get a token
amount of attention.

Cassie Noble
k93cn01@hobbes.kzoo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Mar 94 23:31:12 GMT
From: av195@yfn.ysu.edu (Jay Piette)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New TP:Monsoon Man

Well, just finished watching episode two of Monsoon Man... Oh god...
This series just gets worse and worse...
Let's look at one scene that bothered me:

Megabyte and Amy have to follow the old lady.  The lady comes out of her
house and gets in a cab and drives away. Being Tomorrow People having the
ability to teleport, Megabyte and Amy do the logical thing and janut along
the way following the cab to it destination.  OH! WAIT! This is the NEW
tomorrow People, they forget every now and again that they have powers.
They catch a cab to follow the old lady! What the heck?!?!?!?  Then, to
make things worse, they loose her again AND they have to pay the fare to
the cabby! What gives???????? This series should be renamed "Three kids
that butt in on big time crimes and solve them by good thinking...oh yeah,
and they have special powers".  And what the frig happened to Kevin???????
That makes two new TP that just left the face of the Earth for no apparent
reason.

I don't know, I'm very disappointed so far.  Even the bad guys are
incredibly unbelievable and lame in this story.  Oh well.  Does anyone feel
the same as I do?  Maybe I'm just prejudiced because of my love of the old
series.

Jay

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 94 23:13:23 GMT
From: wendy44@delphi.com (Wendy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New TP:Monsoon Man

Actually, the tally is now up to two characters and a power.... soon to be
three characters.  The writers have no intention of *ever* mentioning
Adam's healing power again.  They are going to 'quietly forget about it.'
Kevin is gone, Lisa is gone, and soon the Turtle Man is going to disappear.
I guess the writers are planning on quietly forgetting about him too.
Apparently the New Tomorrow People is on some sort of quest to create the
most discontinuity in the shortest amount of time.
 
Now, in defense of Megabyte and Ami following the lady in the cab instead
of jaunting... 1) The original TPs didn't 'port on their own, TIM did it
for them.  They could afford to have their concentration elsewhere.  Unlike
the new TPs who actually have to do the 'porting themselves.  2) It doesn't
look as though the new 'porting is as quick as the old one.  3) The new
'porting is definitely more noticable than the old.  Megabyte and Ami would
have been a little conspicuous jaunting up and down the street with those
flashes of light telling the world where they are.  It probably never
occurred to Ami to *not* pay the fare.  She did it out of reflex, because
that's what a person would normally do.
 
I agree that the bad guys are pretty lame.  Possibly the worst scene in
that respect was when the bad guy was talking to the secretary at the
Recorder.  He couldn't even get the editor's name right, yet she took his
word that they were friends and gave out the address.
 
The scene I had the most problem with was Ami teleporting Adam and Megabyte
from the building.  It took both of them to 'port her, but she was able to
'port them without considerable trouble or help.
 
Wendy

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 04:17:03 GMT
From: gberigan@cse.unl.edu (greg berigan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New TP:Monsoon Man

wendy44@delphi.com (Wendy) writes:
>Now, in defense of Megabyte and Ami following the lady in the cab instead
>of jaunting... 1) The original TPs didn't 'port on their own, TIM did it
>for them.  They could afford to have their concentration elsewhere.
>Unlike the new TPs who actually have to do the 'porting themselves.

I don't remember this.  Indeed, I distinctly remember them saying that they
can jaunt small distances by themselves, but that they needed the belts
(later wristbands) to extend their range.  Then you had the Trig with their
lightyear-distances transporters.  I don't recall them thinking to Tim
every time they wanted to jaunt except in special circumstances like
half-jaunts into hyperspace.

>3) The new 'porting is definitely more noticable than the old.  Megabyte
>and Ami would have been a little conspicuous jaunting up and down the
>street with those flashes of light telling the world where they are.

The original jaunting had lots of flashing too.  My memory is quite fuzzy,
and I don't know if the jaunting effect changed later to something more
discreet, like how they no-longer had to actually speak when they used
their telepathy.

>The scene I had the most problem with was Ami teleporting Adam and
>Megabyte from the building.  It took both of them to 'port her, but she
>was able to 'port them without considerable trouble or help.

I missed this first time you mentioned, but that didn't seem to be
"considerable trouble" with all the telekinetic effects going on around
her.  Perhaps they've been practicing this ability.

Greg Berigan
gberigan@cse.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 02:11:46 GMT
From: wendy44@delphi.com (Wendy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People Group

Basically, the Tomorrow People is about a group of kids with superpowers.
 
The show originally aried in the early '70s.  It ran for 8 years, from
April 1973 - Feb 1979.  Okay, I was wrong... 6 years of air time.  It was
shown on Nickelodeon for several years after that.  I remember watching it
in the early '80s.

The only constants in the show were John (played by Nicholas Young), the AI
that ran the Tomorrow People's Lab - Tim (voice by Philip Gilbert), and the
Galactic Federation.  Several other cast members came and went over the
years.  John is the one who figured out about the superpowers, and who
helped new Tomorrow People "break out" (a term which meant to get the
powers).  Last year Roger Price (who directed the original series) decided
to make a new version of the old show.  It's not a sequel, but a remake.
There is almost no continuity between the two shows and there is very
little continuity within the new show.  The new Tomorrow People have kept
the same name and the same idea about super-powered kids, but that's about
it.  There are three characters: Adam (Kristian Schmid), Megabyte
(Christian Tessier), and Ami (Naomi Harris).  They can teleport and speak
with telepathy.  Adam used to have healing power, but it has been 'quietly
forgotten' by the writers.  The original TPs also had Telekinetic powers.
Also, two characters have apparently been 'quietly forgotten': Kevin (Adam
Pearce) and Lisa (Kristian Ariza).
 
Anything else you want to know, I can probably answer.  That's a basic run-
down of cast.

Wendy

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 06:08:02 GMT
From: quantum@zebra.cs.jhu.edu (Ariel Halpern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People Group

I have a question about the old Tomorrow People that I keep forgetting to
ask.  On the show, they said quite often that Earth (and some other
planets) were closed worlds.  I used to know what that meant, but now I
can't remember. It seems that it means that aliens weren't permitted on
Earth but, the evil ones did it anyway. Is that right?

Ari Halpern
Johns Hopkins University
quantum@cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 28 Mar 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 216

Today's Topics:

                Administrivia - Mailer Problems,
		Books - Banks (2 msgs) & Brooks (3 msgs) &
                        Brust (6 msgs) & Cook & Elrod & Herbert

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 28 Mar 94 10:04:26 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Missing issues/mailer problems

   There is apparently something wrong with the mailer in use on this
system.  For several years now, we've known that there was a minor problem
where digests would get "stuck" in the queue and remain undelivered until
the machine was rebooted.  This would often cause some people to receive
two copies of those issues.
   Over the last two weeks, this situation has worsened and several people
are reporting that they are not getting the Digests at all or are getting
multiple issues.  I've reported this problem to the people supporting the
mailer and I hope to have a resolution to this problem soon.  In the
meantime, please bear with us.
   Because people are not seeing all of the issues, I'm repeating this
message in the next several digests so that hopefully all of the readers
affected will know that I am aware of the problem and trying to resolve it.
In the meantime, if you miss issues of the Digest, you should be able to
retrieve missing issues from the SF-Lovers archives at gandalf.rutgers.edu
either via anonymous ftp or the mail server at:
   sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu. 

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 13:40:28 GMT
From: anthony@meaddata.com (Anthony Napier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ian Banks

I am currently reading Use of Weapons.	 How many books take place in the
"Culture Universe"?  This is great stuff!

Anthony S. Napier
Mead Data Central
Dayton, Oh.
(513) 865-1864
anthony@meaddata.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 17:21:53 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ian Banks

The Culture Books are:

Consider Phlebas
Player of Games
The Use of Weapons

In addition, the British short story collection _The State of the Art_
contains some Culture material.

I suspect you would also like the non-Culture book _Against a Dark
Background_.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 02:48:20 GMT
From: miles@mbs.telesys.utexas.edu (Miles Abernathy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Terry Brooks Book w/ Character "Miles Abernathy"?

This evening a clerk at the supermarket said she had once read a
science-fiction book by Terry Brooks that had a character in it named
"Miles Abernathy." She thought the name of the book might be "Magic
Kingdom" or something similar.

Can anyone tell me more about the book and the "Miles Abernathy" character?

Thank you!

Miles Abernathy
POB 7580
Austin TX 78713
University of Texas @ Austin
miles@mbs.telesys.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 18:44:19 GMT
From: goodin@kits.sfu.ca (Charles Frederick Goodin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Terry Brooks Book w/ Character "Miles Abernathy"?

**Slight SPOILERS follow**

There was a character in the Magic Kingdom of Landover trilogy/series who
was named Abernathy.  He used to be the palace scribe, until the rather
incompetent court wizard accidentally transformed him into a dog with hands
(either a beagle or a basset hound...I always get those two mixed up, but I
think it was a basset hound).  Later, the dog with hands was transformed
into a dog without hands.

Also, Ben Holiday's former partner, back in the real world, was named
Miles, I believe.

Chuk Goodin
Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, BC
goodin@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 20:15:02 GMT
From: jkm2@ra.msstate.edu (Joseph K Mcallister)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Terry Brooks Book w/ Character "Miles Abernathy"?

It was not a beagle or a whatever else you said.  The dog that Abernathy
turned into was I belive an English Sheepdog or a Soft Wheaten Terrier.

  It was big and shaggy and goofy looking.  Which was one of the causes of
his misery.

  The series WAS "Magic Kingdom for Sale/Sold"

Joel

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 16:56:05 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Five Hundred Years After_, by Steven Brust (no spoilers)

Sean Eric Fagan <sef@kithrup.com> wrote:
>Brust is always a good storyteller.  He spins enjoyable yarns that I care
>about.  And FHYA was no exception: I enjoyed the story, and am glad I read
>it.

I'm about halfway through, so I can't really comment on the story... Good
plot thus far, though.

>But I will not read it again.  The Dumas-style it is written in makes it
>too difficult to read.  It becomes durable after the first few chapters
>(there are 34)

Unsurprisingly, two books of seventeen chapters. What is with the number
seventeen?

>but only when there is no dialogue happening!  As soon as long
>conversations start, I had to whip out the Advil and struggle to not set
>the book down for an hour or two.

What, you don't like five pages of:
"An interesting thing happened-"
"An interesting thing? Do tell."
"I am about to."
"Well then, go on."
"You want me to tell you what it was?"
"Gods! It is an hour since I asked anything else!"
"Well, then, I shall begin."
"I am listening."
"I am beginning."

As with _Phoenix Guards,_ I've found the only way to get through this sort
of thing is to skip ten lines every time I see a " (begin quote). Still get
bogged down in it...

>And that's a pity, because it is a good, enjoyable story.  I just do not
>care for the way it is told.  (Mind you, I've read the original Three
>Muskateers, in the original French, and I appreciated TPG for the homage
>and parody that it was.  But enough is enough, damnit, and I can only take
>so much!)

I found Dumas to be a bit irritating anyway, but, for the most part, I find
Brust's imitation to be pretty amusing. This may be because I've had enough
other things going on that I haven't tried to read the book at one sitting.
If it's broken down into smaller doses, it's a bit less annoying...

>Also of note is the "About the Author" section, which is easily the most
>amusing and enjoyable section of the novel!  My hats off to Brust for
>that.

The "About the Author" is priceless. Easily worth $5 or $6 of the hardcover
price...

>It is harcover (in case you couldn't tell), 444 pages, $23.95US, and has a
>pretty picture of Khaavren and a phoenix-designed entranceway.

And is part of Tor's ongoing plot to ruin my life by making me flunk out of
grad school and go broke at the same time, as I try to get through all the
books they're publishing in $23.95 hardcovers that I _really_ want to read.

Don't get me wrong, Patrick. This is not a flame. I'd rather have this than
a dearth of good mind candy... But it's a heavy hit on my VISA card.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 17:13:44 GMT
From: core@tanuki.twics.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: The Gypsy

I enjoyed The Gypsy, although it's certainly not in the same league as The
Phoenix Guard.  An interesting book, though, one that rewards a careful
read.

A bit too cliched at times, and just not funny enough, I suppose.

Somewhat a disappointment.  But, fun.

Corey Reid     
core@twics.com.jp

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 04:55:42 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Five Hundred Years After_, by Steven Brust (no spoilers)

schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz) writes:
>Since we have an authority who is even more reliable than the Daemon
>Goddess, let me ask about a minor continuity issue.  If Sethra felt that
>she could successfully teleport Aliera to the Paths of the Dead, why
>didn't she do that for Vlad and Morrolan when they went to fetch her?
>Just busy that day?  For something so important I'd expect her to make the
>effort.
 
Aliera has the blood of a goddess, though, so she can go in the short way;
out may have been complicated by whatever caused her to end up in the staff
in the first place.  Maybe Sethra goofed.
 
Also, note that Sethra was having her set to with the Jenoine that is
mentioned during :Jhereg: during the early part of :Taltos:; that could
could well have been keeping her too busy to try anything fancy.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 05:18:45 GMT
From: schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Five Hundred Years After_, by Steven Brust (no spoilers)

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>For the same reason she couldn't go there herself: she was rather occupied
>with a Jenoine.  And I bet she felt that keeping one of them from ruling
>Dragaera again was a bit more important than a single line of the House of
>Dragon.

Yeah, that's the obvious excuse, but I want to pick nits., :-) She said she
couldn't go herself because she was busy (fighting we later learn), but we
saw that it only took a second of her time (plus whatever power from Dzur
mountain was required) to do the teleport the first time around (back when
teleportation was all but impossible, unlike later).  Anyway, Aliera said
that the Jenoine can't dominate the Dragaerans anymore.  If Sethra is the
only thing standing between them and domination, then, well, there's
probably a story in there somewhere.  What about the Orb?  Or the
pre-empire sorcery that all they all seem to know about?

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 05:39:03 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Five Hundred Years After_, by Steven Brust (no spoilers)

schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz) writes:
>she couldn't go herself because she was busy (fighting we later learn),
>but we saw that it only took a second of her time

And exposed her how much?

>Anyway, Aliera said that the Jenoine can't dominate the Dragaerans
>anymore.  If Sethra is the only thing standing between them and
>domination, then, well, there's probably a story in there somewhere.

I'm sure there is.  Patrick said that one of the upcoming stories (after
the Khaavren romances, thank Verra, so hopefully it won't be written in the
same style) would be (a trilogy?) about "The Enchantress of Dzur Mountain,"
so we will get to learn lots.

Taking everything into account, I suspect that the next Khavvren book
(which is about Morrolan) will concern the return of the Orb, and then the
later books might be all over Sethra's life.

>What about the Orb?  Or the pre-empire sorcery that all they all seem to
>know about?

The entire thing about pre-Empire sorcery seems not well thought out to me,
although I am too tired right now to explain why :).  I hope it gets
cleared up in later books :(.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 10:15:27 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Five Hundred Years After_, by Steven Brust (no spoilers)

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>I'm sure there is.  Patrick said that one of the upcoming stories (after
>the Khaavren romances, thank Verra, so hopefully it won't be written in
>the same style) would be (a trilogy?) about "The Enchantress of Dzur
>Mountain," so we will get to learn lots.
>
>Taking everything into account, I suspect that the next Khavvren book
>(which is about Morrolan) will concern the return of the Orb, and then the
>later books might be all over Sethra's life.

Either you're confused or I expressed myself poorly.  The next (and final)
"Khaavren Romance" will be a three-volume novel called THE VISCOUNT OF
ADRILANKHA, the working titles of the three sections of which are:

   Two Hundred Years Later
   The Enchantress of Dzur Mountain
   The Lord of Castle Black

Obviously, section two has something to do with Sethra, just as section
three will involve Morrolan.  But all three will concern Khaavren.  And the
third will overlap with Vlad's time, even featuring him as a minor
character.

Just to avoid bookseller confusion, I suspect that section one will wind up
being titled something else.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 19:08:37 GMT
From: corleyj@argon.tmc.edu (Jason D Corley )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Deadly Quicksilver Lies_: not exactly precious metal

   Glen Cook's latest Garrett novel, _Deadly Quicksilver Lies_ fulfills my
desire for another Garrett book, but only in letter, not in spirit.  I'll
admit - I'm a sucker for the series.  I like the idea, I like the
execution, for the most part.

   But, as with any series of novels, there are strong points and weak
points, and _Deadly Quicksilver Lies_ is firmly in the latter category.
   That is not to say that it is without merit, or even a bad novel.  It's
got all the elements and then some: mistaken identity, thugs running
rampant, people following other people, people betraying other people,
Garrett getting the tar beat out of him, the cast of returning characters
that grows larger and more colorful with every novel, intrigue, some magic,
drop-dead beautiful dames, and snappy dialogue that would make Ray Chandler
smile.  It just doesn't seem to gel together, though.  The usual Garrett
story involves at least three different subplots that all turn out to be
related (just like most pulp detective stories), and until the last few
abrupt chapters of _DQL_, they just don't come together at all.  The clues
have to be handed to Garrett on a silver platter in the last few pages
because there's been too much action and not enough investigation in the
rest of the book.  I might have liked to have seen this book be expanded
and made into two volumes, although that would be rather unwieldy, simply
because I like the action too much to cut it, but without the non-action
stuff, it's vaguely incomprehensible.
   I will say that I like the romance in _DQL_, maybe better than in any
other Garrett novel, perhaps because Garrett himself takes it more
seriously.  Cook actually makes you think that Garrett might have found
himself that special someone (after five books of sleeping around)...and
who knows?  Maybe he does.
   Garrett fans might be disappointed that Dean is absent from the action,
as is the Dead Man.  I do, however, recognize Cook's efforts in this
direction: too many colorful characters spoil the plot.  But the _Dead
Man_?  Come on, Glen, just one more sarcastic comment, please?  ;-)
   The plot is fairly standard: a missing woman, a client who doesn't tell
everything (only in detective novels would this not be a spoiler), and the
return of a vicious hustler to the streets of TunFaire.  Fans of the
Garrett series won't be too disappointed, I guess, but if you haven't ever
read a Garrett novel before, don't start with this one.

Title:      Deadly Quicksilver Lies
Author:     Glen Cook
City:       New York
Date:       1994
Publisher:  Roc $4.99 (pbk)
Order Info: ISBN 0-451-45305-0 (pbk)
Pages:      347

Jason D. Corley
corleyj@gas.uug.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 15:57:19 GMT
From: C_Douglas_BAKER@umail.umd.edu (cb52)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: FIRE IN THE BLOOD  Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

		      FIRE IN THE BLOOD by P.N. Elrod
		      Book Review by C. Douglas Baker

   FIRE IN THE BLOOD, Book Five of the Vampire Files, is a disappointment.
After three good books, this novel and the previous, ART IN THE BLOOD, have
taken a definite turn for the worse.  In FIRE IN THE BLOOD, Jack Fleming is
solicited by his mortal friend Charles Escott, private agent, to assist him
in finding a presumably stolen bracelet.  This leads them into a den of
iniquity as they uncover blackmail, gambling debts owed the mob, and
murder.  They also run into some truly nefarious characters.  Needless to
say Jack again takes a beating for his efforts.

   FIRE IN THE BLOOD follows the same pattern as the earlier stories in
this series.  Jack runs around using his new powers as a vampire to help
Escott slowly solve a mystery.  Along the way he sustains gruesome injuries
and recovers, usually assisted by the seemingly ever present Escott.  There
is little new here.  The story aimlessly wanders at times, especially in
the middle.  The novel is about twenty to twenty-five pages of good writing
and the rest is just filler.  As quickly as Elrod cranked these stories out
that is to be expected (see the copyright dates).

Title:      Fire in the Blood
Author:     P.N. Elrod
City:       New York
Date:       1991
Publisher:  Ace  $3.95 (pbk)
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-85946-1 (pbk)
Pages:      198

C. Douglas Baker
cb52@umail.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 03:07:39 GMT
From: berkoski@next13pg2.wam.umd.edu (Leonard Bernard Berkoski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Chapterhouse: DUNE

   Does anybody have any enlightening comments on the purpose of the two
"Face Dancers" (the ones gardening through the grid) seen at the end of
Chapterhouse Dune?  Is this one of the world's most horrific danglers
(since Herbert is dead) or was this point supposed to be completely
self-explanatory?

   Thanks in advance.

Len

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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1, edited,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA14542; Mon, 28 Mar 94 10:28:54 EST
Date: Mon, 28 Mar 94 10:28:54 EST
Message-Id: <9403291304.AA14542@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #217
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Mon, 28 Mar 94 10:28:54 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #217
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 28 Mar 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 217

Today's Topics:

                          Administrivia - Mailer Problems,
			  Books - Bujold (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 28 Mar 94 10:04:26 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Missing issues/mailer problems

   There is apparently something wrong with the mailer in use on this
system.  For several years now, we've known that there was a minor problem
where digests would get "stuck" in the queue and remain undelivered until
the machine was rebooted.  This would often cause some people to receive
two copies of those issues.
   Over the last two weeks, this situation has worsened and several people
are reporting that they are not getting the Digests at all or are getting
multiple issues.  I've reported this problem to the people supporting the
mailer and I hope to have a resolution to this problem soon.  In the
meantime, please bear with us.
   Because people are not seeing all of the issues, I'm repeating this
message in the next several digests so that hopefully all of the readers
affected will know that I am aware of the problem and trying to resolve it.
In the meantime, if you miss issues of the Digest, you should be able to
retrieve missing issues from the SF-Lovers archives at gandalf.rutgers.edu
either via anonymous ftp or the mail server at:
   sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu. 

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 01:24:20 GMT
From: lrucker@parcplace.com (Lee Ann Rucker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

_The Vor Game_ paperback I have has a map of some of the wormhole routes,
and part of the plot deals with controlling and blocking them, and how the
number of wormholes around a planet affects them politically.  I'd like to
see a complete map, however - it would clarify some things in the other
books.  For some places, there's only one way to get from point A to point
B, for others there are many.  For example Barrayar has only one wormhole,
to Komarr, which has many.  From Komarr you can take several routes to, for
instance, Jackson's Whole.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 13:59:15 GMT
From: hsssj@midge.bath.ac.uk (Sally Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

lrucker@parcplace.com (Lee Ann Rucker) writes:
>_The Vor Game_ paperback I have has a map of some of the wormhole routes,
>and part of the plot deals with controlling and blocking them, and how the
>number of wormholes around a planet affects them politically.  I'd like to
>see a complete map, however - it would clarify some things in the other
>books.  For some places, there's only one way to get from point A to point
>B, for others there are many.  For example Barrayar has only one wormhole,
>to Komarr, which has many.  From Komarr you can take several routes to,
>for instance, Jackson's Whole.

Agreed.  The wormhole nexus is a web in which some place have only one
connection, and so become dead-ends, others have two, eg Vervain, and so
can be used as a through route, and others again have three or more (Komarr
has 6 in the _Vor Game_ map, I think, Jackson's Whole has 5, and in
_Falling Free_ Leo mentions Kline Station has 6 Jump points.)  But routes
from one place (planet, station) to another usually involves multiple
jumps, and anytime a jump goes through a multi-point site, there's a
possibility of a branching route.

Which is nice for the multi-point sites, in terms of trade, so long as none
of the militaristic communities decides to take them over.  But how stable
are the Jump points?  Barrayar began to be settled as a one-point planet,
and found itself isolated from the rest of humanity after the Jump-point
closed - the Time of Isolation.  Eventually someone rediscovered them,
presumably through a different route.  But if it happened once, what's to
stop it happening again?  And why did it happen that first time - did a
side-effect of the early Jump technology destabilize the space-time
wrinkle, or do the wrinkles have some kind of life span and just close up
by themselves after a while, or was it enemy action?  And even if
Barrayar's problem was natural or accidental, how long until someone
develops a military application??  I'd think Barrayarans in general and
ImpSec in particular would be worried stiff about that possibility.  One
strategy would be to scour space all around them until they found a second
route out ... and then keep very quiet about it.  Especially if it came out
in the close vicinity of Cetaganda.  Or maybe Athos!  But taking a longer
view, learning how to _make_ Jump points would be incredibly valuable, even
if the practical application was very very expensive.  I'd love to read a
story about the people exploring that possibility (with everyone involved
in space travel or planetary defence doing their nut about the consequences
for their particular specialty.)  It would be a great topic for Mark and
Kareen Koudelka to investigate, if they really were going to get involved
in espionage.  But not on Beta Colony ... it's been 200 years since the
Betans came up with artificial gravity and there's no reason to suppose
they're still on the cutting edge of wormhole science.  Let's see another
planet instead!

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 15:07:19 GMT
From: CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu (The Fool Eternal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

lrucker@parcplace.com (Lee Ann Rucker) said:
>_The Vor Game_ paperback I have has a map of some of the wormhole routes,
>and part of the plot deals with controlling and blocking them, and how the
>number of wormholes around a planet affects them politically.  I'd like to
>see a complete map, however - it would clarify some things in the other
>books.  For some places, there's only one way to get from point A to point
>B, for others there are many.  For example Barrayar has only one wormhole,
>to Komarr, which has many.  From Komarr you can take several routes to,
>for instance, Jackson's Whole.

This is what I mean. The Barrayar-Komarr route is apparently at least a
couple of wormholes long, because it's faster than just popping through the
wormhole to the other side: it takes two weeks, I think. So what does it
look like?
            *
Bar-*-*\  /  |
        *     Kor

or    *-*-*-*
     /      |
Bar-*-*    /*-*-KOR
       \*-*-*
       /
    *-*-*

The only real definition of these single-wormhole routes is that there are
only two ways out, the origin and the destination. From the tactics in the
retreat from Escobar, it is apparent that this is the case for the
Escobar-Komarr route, at least on the Escobaran side of the route. But even
there, that route also branches out onto Sergyar, where the defeated
Barrayarrans regroup.

The thing is, we haven't gotten a real definitive description of a segment
of the central part of the Nexus, where, if the second hypothesis is
correct, single wormholes out of inhabited systems will result in multiple
possible destinations, in the absolute center, these destinations would
compose the majority of the central core systems.

If the second hypothesis is correct, then inter-system wars are not as
improbable as they at first seem, given the stated tactics of wormhole
defense in Miles' lifetime. The routes from Komarr through the Centagendan
Empire is now suddenly, a tangled warren of splintered paths, all of which
have to be covered with patrol forces and installations. This explains the
favored tactic: taking the wormhole from both sides. If the defending force
is sitting behind a wormhole in a tangled route, and the attackers manage
to swing through a secondary set of wormholes into their backfield, then
that tactic becomes something more than a grand strategic move.

Mitch Hagmaier
Quest Laboratories
H.R. Division     

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 19:28:22 GMT
From: CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu (The Fool Eternal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

hsssj@midge.bath.ac.uk (Sally Jones) said:
>Which is nice for the multi-point sites, in terms of trade, so long as
>none of the militaristic communities decides to take them over.

I'm wondering if the hubs in the *really* interconnected parts of the Nexus
can really serve as blockade or choke points for trade. My point being, it
isn't the places like, oh, say, Beta Colony, where I assume the nexus is
heavily developed and throughly interconnected, that really dominate trade
by their position, but rather places like the Hegen Hub, in areas of
minimal interconnectivity, in a position to cut off movement on multiple,
single-access routes like the ones into Vervain and Aslund.  For instance,
Kline Station is in a wonderful position to cut off Athos (as if Athos
would be all that inconvenienced by it), but Komarr is not really in a
position to cut off Jackson's Whole, because JW is in a thoroughly
interconnected position, with multiple routes into Komarr, Escobar, and the
Hegen Hub. The secondary question is, are there parts of the net where you
can bypass a piratical station or planet, or would-be customs inspectors on
a route. On a route from A through B into C, could you bypass B without
clipping into an inhabited system, such as D or E?

>But how stable are the Jump points?  Barrayar began to be settled as a
>one-point planet, and found itself isolated from the rest of humanity
>after the Jump-point closed - the Time of Isolation.  Eventually someone
>rediscovered them, presumably through a different route.  But if it
>happened once, what's to stop it happening again?  And why did it happen
>that first time - did a side-effect of the early Jump technology
>destabilize the space-time wrinkle, or do the wrinkles have some kind of
>life span and just close up by themselves after a while, or was it enemy
>action?

I may be confusing things with a hack book with a similar wormhole system,
but I get the impression that the wormhole collapse was an accident. The
retreat from Escobar was saved by a jumpship frying a wormhole by
detonation within the wormhole proper. This is the vilest thing I can
picture people at this level of tech doing, but yet that Komarr-Escobar
route was up and running a couple months later.  The barrayarran collapse
looks natural, if really rare.

>If taking a longer view, learning how to _make_ Jump points would be
>incredibly valuable, even if the practical application was very very
>expensive.  I'd love to read a story about the people exploring that
>possibility (with everyone involved in space travel or planetary defence
>doing their nut about the consequences for their particular specialty.)

I got the impression from _Shards of Honor_ and other references to the
Betan Astronomical Survey that wormholes aren't generated, so much as
discovered and tested for stability. Apparently a big part of the BAS is
studying new wormholes, and checking for stability. Barrayar was probably
the result of somebody's BAS-equivilent screwing up big time.

>But not on Beta Colony ... it's been 200 years since the Betans came up
>with artificial gravity and there's no reason to suppose they're still on
>the cutting edge of wormhole science.  Let's see another planet instead!

Heh. The only reason we have is repeated textual references to the
continued technical excellence and research advantages of Beta Colony.  I
think it has something to do with their tech-intensive environment, and the
unparralleled Betan educational system. Is it just me, or is Beta intended
to be a blend of Mod-era Great Britain and Silicon Valley-era California?

Mitch Hagmaier
Quest Laboratories
H.R. Division     

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 03:18:50 GMT
From: CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu (The Fool Eternal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

markg@ichips.intel.com (Mark Gonzales)  said:
>BTW: in _The Mirror Dance_, Illyan says that Barrayar is 5 days travel
>time from Komarr (for a military ship).  In _The Vor game_, it took
>military ships around 24 hours to cross a system from entry to exit
>wormhole. So we can deduce that there are about 4 jumps along the route.

That's only if the system parts of the routes are uniform. What are the
chances that wormholes would be at exactly the same distance from each
other? Unless there is a cosmological reason involving wormhole
formulation...

Incidentally, why do officers need to know 5-space math, if the wormholes
work on a straight point-to-point transfer?

Mitch Hagmaier
Quest Laboratories
H.R. Division     
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Date: 24 Mar 94 13:41:53 GMT
From: BRETTM@uga.cc.uga.edu (Brett Middleton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

<CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>markg@ichips.intel.com (Mark Gonzales)  said:
>>BTW: in _The Mirror Dance_, Illyan says that Barrayar is 5 days travel
>>time from Komarr (for a military ship).  In _The Vor game_, it took
>>military ships around 24 hours to cross a system from entry to exit
>>wormhole. So we can deduce that there are about 4 jumps along the route.
>
>That's only if the system parts of the routes are uniform. What are the
>chances that wormholes would be at exactly the same distance from each
>other? Unless there is a cosmological reason involving wormhole
>formulation...
 
Furthermore, I can't imagine _any_ known jump point being left unclaimed in
Bujold's universe - if there are 4 jumps along the route, then there are 8
stations to bypass.  Even if an intermediate system is totally worthless
otherwise, the wormholes have such an _enormous_ strategic value that any
hub with a through-route will be staked out.  Bujold would have mentioned
this even if Barrayar held all the intermediate jump points, since this
would be a key gauntlet in Barrayaran defensive strategy.
 
As nearly as I can tell, Bujold's wormholes are exactly the same as Niven &
Pournelle's Alderson tramlines and Michael McCollum's whatever-he-called-it.
I suspect that they're all simply sharing the fruits of Dan Alderson's
speculations.  Thus: transfers are point-to-point, there is no choice of
destination within a wormhole, jump points are always on the fringes of the
system, travel time is primarily dependent on in-system distances, and
wormholes can vanish/appear/move as conditions change.
 
>Incidentally, why do officers need to know 5-space math, if the wormholes
>work on a straight point-to-point transfer?
 
The jump points probably tend to drift around a bit, so one would need
5-space math to locate the exact current position before each jump.  Not to
mention the possibility of being assigned to survey duty.
 
Brett

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 15:48:16 GMT
From: CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu (The Fool Eternal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

BRETTM@UGA.CC.UGA.EDU (Brett Middleton) said:
>Furthermore, I can't imagine _any_ known jump point being left unclaimed
>in Bujold's universe - if there are 4 jumps along the route, then there
>are 8 stations to bypass.  Even if an intermediate system is totally
>worthless otherwise, the wormholes have such an _enormous_ strategic value
>that any hub with a through-route will be staked out.  Bujold would have
>mentioned this even if Barrayar held all the intermediate jump points,
>since this would be a key gauntlet in Barrayaran defensive strategy.

I agree that each and every one of those systems on the route to Komarr
would be fortified to the high heavens, it's inherent in the Barrayaran
psyche. However, *every* known jump point? If there were any extra little
dead alleys along that route, or in any other, more complex, route, there
would be a large number of undefended jump points, most of the time. In
_The Vor Game_, Pol's strategy of fortifying the entire extent of their
route to the Hegen Hub is considered a sign of considerable, abnormal
tension in the Hub.  I would think that rational military strategy would
fortify route choke points, and if there are multiple routes, then patrols
and pickets, enhanced with smaller firebases. It's made quite clear that
Barrayar has been strained to the breaking point by the expense of their
defensive structures: they're working with the revenues of a major hub. A
place like Aslund must be hopelessly bankrupted by projects like the Hub
station in _TVG_.

>The jump points probably tend to drift around a bit, so one would need
>5-space math to locate the exact current position before each jump.  Not
>to mention the possibility of being assigned to survey duty.

This is the only reason I could come up with for 5-space math: Survey duty.
I see your point, though.

Mitch Hagmaier
Quest Laboratories
H.R. Division     

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Date: Mon, 28 Mar 94 10:04:26 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Missing issues/mailer problems

   There is apparently something wrong with the mailer in use on this
system.  For several years now, we've known that there was a minor problem
where digests would get "stuck" in the queue and remain undelivered until
the machine was rebooted.  This would often cause some people to receive
two copies of those issues.
   Over the last two weeks, this situation has worsened and several people
are reporting that they are not getting the Digests at all or are getting
multiple issues.  I've reported this problem to the people supporting the
mailer and I hope to have a resolution to this problem soon.  In the
meantime, please bear with us.
   Because people are not seeing all of the issues, I'm repeating this
message in the next several digests so that hopefully all of the readers
affected will know that I am aware of the problem and trying to resolve it.
In the meantime, if you miss issues of the Digest, you should be able to
retrieve missing issues from the SF-Lovers archives at gandalf.rutgers.edu
either via anonymous ftp or the mail server at:
   sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu. 

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu
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Date: 19 Mar 94 16:40:14 GMT
From: RAH12@psuvm.psu.edu (Roger A. Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card's "Unaccompanied Sonata" (was: Ender's Game)

ig25@fg70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig) says:
>I also found it implausible, for several reasons.

SPOILERS BELOW !!

> - The notion that artists can do anything worthwhile be completely
>   free of extrenal influences is bunk.
>
> - Why did the artist suddenly turn enforcer?  Do totalitarian states
>   arm their dissidents and put them on the street as secret police?
>   I know the notion is older (from Brave New World, at least) but
>   it is still very, very implausible.

The point of the story, IMHO, is that those outside influences are: (1)
inevitable; and (2) inevitably corrupting.  If you've read any Greek
tragedy, you'll recognize this theme immediately.  The essence of tragedy
is the remorseless workings of fate (or Fate) in human affairs, so that
moral dilemma and solution arises from that Fate.

Why did Christian become a Watcher?  Well, after they destroyed his
capacity to create music, and he still transgressed, isn't it a logical
next step?  (The Nazis surely knew this when they made the living clean up
after the dead in concetration camps ... so it does happen in actual
history - not implausible at all.)

As an occasional writer, I can think of few things more awful than having
my creativity taken away, by force.  I agree with the earlier post that
called "Unaccompanied Sonata" a deeply disturbing work.  I didn't hate it,
but I can easily see how one might have that reaction.  I called it
"shattering" in my initial post, and that's still about right, I think.

Btw, I have long wondered about the "short man with glasses and a strangely
inappropriate mustache" who gives Christian the Bach cassette player.
Anybody else but me suspect this guy might be the author of the story?
Would that be a final twist of irony?  Just a thought...

Roger A. Hunt
rah12@psuvm.psu.edu
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Date: 21 Mar 94 09:21:11 GMT
From: ig25@fg30.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card's plausibility was Re: Card's "Unaccompanied Sonata"

Brian Hook (bwh@beach.cis.ufl.edu) wrote:
>Uh, we're talking about Orson Scott Card, right?  In case you haven't
>quite picked up on this, most of Orson Scott Card's stories are HIGHLY
>implausible - some are more like fairy tales, actually.

Ok, agreed.  However, I found most of his other fairy tales to be plausible
enough from the characters' point of view, given the (agreed, often
unrealistic) situation they were in.

Thomas Koenig
ig25@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
ig25@dkauni2.bitnet
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Date: 21 Mar 94 21:07:06 GMT
From: andy@soliton.physics.arizona.edu (Andrew F. Nelson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card's "Unaccompanied Sonata" (was: Ender's Game)

I've always thought that "Unaccompanied Sonata" was somewhat of a ripoff of
Lloyd Biggle Jr's "The Tunesmith".  Card as much as acknowledges this in
one of his introduction's to something. I'm not sure I remember where
though...possibly either in _Maps in a Mirror_ or in the double with "The
Tunesmith" and Card's "Eye to Eye".  Both are good stories though my
preference is for Biggle's version since I read that first. I think I'd go
as far as to say that "The Tunesmith" is my favorite short story of all
time.

In response to comments in other threads about homosexuality and Card's
novel _Songmaster_, it's interesting to note (as many others have in Card
flamewars over the years) what happens in the end to the homosexual
character.  Gruesome is a significant understatement.

Andy Nelson
andy@neutrino.physics.arizona.edu
andy@neutron.physics.arizona.edu 
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Date: 22 Mar 94 16:01:45 GMT
From: dmph@sys.uea.ac.uk (D.M.P. Hagyard ESE PG)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card's plausibility was Re: Card's "Unaccompanied Sonata"

I have read this story as well and I was dissatisfied.  I may have
mis-remembered the author's notes on the story, but didn't he start from
the final scene of a songwriter taking an unacknowledged bow for a song and
then work backwards from there?  The writing style of the story is in a
mythical/fairytale vein and (IMHO) should be forgiven for being loose with
scientific details and, to a lesser extent, characterisation.  However I
felt that the action of all of the characters and organisations were so
removed from reality that the story was not able to say anything about the
real world.  I allow that not every story should have something to say but
Card's other stories in my experience have.  The scenes in the story do
resonate in the mind, Card's words do paint a pretty picture, but since he
doesn't say anything the pretty picture remains merely decoration.

Dominic Hagyard
University Of East Anglia
Norwich NR4 7TJ England
dmph@sys.uea.ac.uk         
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Date: 23 Mar 94 17:30:46 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: O.S.Card: Alvin Maker Series (Q)

M.J.Jennings@amtp.cam.ac.uk (Michael Jennings) writes:
>As for fantasy, I think 'Hart's Hope' is good (and underrated).

Bear in mind that there are *three* versions of 'Hart's Hope': the novella,
and two novel versions.  (I read the novella in a collection one day, many
a year ago, and then bought the book when I saw it, because I liked the
novella.  Then, a couple of years ago, I saw it again, decided I wanted to
read it again, and got it.  Imagine my surprise when it was a slightly
different story!  Nobody could confirm that there were two different
versions - until I was at a friend's house, and he had the first novel
version.  I scanned the ending [the major difference], and, sure enough, it
was different.  So there.  I sure wish someone had noted that there were
two versions, damnit.)

The two novel versions are both good, but I think I prefer the first novel.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 12:47:06 GMT
From: shsilver@indiana.edu (shsilver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: OSC Begins Another Series

The Upcoming collaboration between Orson Scott Card and Kathryn H Kidd,
Lovelock (Tor, July 1994) is the beginning of yet another series, called
the Mayflower Trilogy.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 20:20:02 GMT
From: jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

Curt Tsui <ckt4x@faraday.clas.Virginia.EDU> writes:
>Could I get some opinions as to what his best books might be?  I realize
>that opinions differ, but this kind of thing really does help me out
>sometimes.  How does _Spiritwalk_ compare?

IMHO, I thought that "The Riddle of the Wren" was the most enjoyable of his
books, although I certainly liked "Jack the Giant Killer" and its sequel
"Drink Down The Moon".  I also liked "The Harp of the Grey Rose".  I
haven't read "Spiritwalk" so I can't comment on it.

Jim Lahue
Power Personal Systems, IBM
jlahue@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 04:35:19 GMT
From: gthistle@uclink.berkeley.edu (Sharon Kim Goetz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

I enjoyed Spiritwalk, and I think it was better written, although Moonheart
pulled me in more effectively.  I have yet to read _Jack and the
Giant-Killer_ and its sequel, but _The Little Country_ (set in Cornwall) is
quite good, better than Moonheart IMHO.  Hm... and there's a book whose
title escapes me momentarily, but it's about Mafia conflicts and semi-rural
Ontario and a horned stag and a young girl.  It's pretty good.  (If someone
wants the title of this one, email me and ask so that I'll remember to look
it up.)

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 04:59:26 GMT
From: ggurman@cory.eecs.berkeley.edu (Gail Gurman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

gthistle@uclink.berkeley.edu (Sharon Kim Goetz) writes:
>Hm... and there's a book whose title escapes me momentarily, but it's
>about Mafia conflicts and semi-rural Ontario and a horned stag and a young
>girl.  It's pretty good.  (If someone wants the title of this one, email
>me and ask so that I'll remember to look it up.)

It's Greenmantle.

Here's a list of all of de Lint's books that I know of:

The Fair at Emain Macha (198?)
The Riddle of the Wren (1984)
Moonheart (1984)
The Harp of the Grey Rose (1985)
Mulengro: A Romany Tale (1985)
Yarrow: An Autumn Tale (1986)
Jack the Giant-Killer (1987)
Greenmantle (1988)
Wolf Moon (1988)
Svaha (1989)
Drink Down the Moon (1990)
The Little Country (1991)
Spiritwalk (including Ascian in Rose and Westlin Wind (1989)) (1991)
Dreams Underfoot (199?)
Into the Green (forthcoming)

I've read them all except for Dreams Underfoot which I've never seen. I
only know of its existence because it's listed in the front of _The Little
Country_ and _Spiritwalk_.

Anyone know the years for _The Fair at Emain Macha_ and/or _Dreams
Underfoot_?

Gail

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 13:36:22 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

ggurman@cory.EECS.Berkeley.EDU (Gail Gurman) writes:
>Here's a list of all of de Lint's books that I know of:
[stuff deleted]
>
>Dreams Underfoot (199?)
>Into the Green (forthcoming)

DREAMS UNDERFOOT, Tor hardcover April 1993.  Forthcoming in paperback
August 1994.

INTO THE GREEN isn't forthcoming; we published in it hardcover in December
1993.  It'll be a paperback in January 1995.

What's forthcoming are a new Newford novel, MEMORY AND DREAM, slated for
hardcover release this fall, and another Newford collection, THE GATE OF
HORN AND IVORY, which will appear in 1995.

Also missing from this list was the short novel THE WILD HUNT, just
released in hardcover by Bantam as part of the "Brian Froud's Faerieland"
series.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 02:38:23 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton) writes:
>My favourite for entertainment is "Jack the Giant Killer" (and the sequel
>- I think of them as the "Jack of Kinrowan" duology).

So does Charles, which is why we bought the rights to JACK THE GIANT KILLER
and DRINK DOWN THE MOON when Ace reverted them, and will eventually reissue
them as a single volume called JACK OF KINROWAN.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com
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Date: 22 Mar 94 07:12:33 GMT
From: ggurman@cory.eecs.berkeley.edu (Gail Gurman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton) writes:
>Moonheart and Spiritwalk go together - I would advise reading them in that
>order.  My favourite for entertainment is "Jack the Giant Killer" (and the
>sequel - I think of them as the "Jack of Kinrowan" duology).  For more
>'depth', my favourite is "The Little Country", but I may be biased - my
>family came from Cornwall, where it is set...

Oh, by the way, in _Spiritwalk_ there is a passing reference to the events
in _Jack the Giant Killer_ and _Drink Down the Moon_. I think there was
also a reference to another book; that is, it felt like a reference, but I
didn't recognize the source, though at the time I read it I thought it
might be to _Greenmantle_.

Gail

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 07:15:28 GMT
From: ggurman@cory.eecs.berkeley.edu (Gail Gurman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden) writes:
>chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton) writes:
>>My favourite for entertainment is "Jack the Giant Killer" (and the sequel
>>- I think of them as the "Jack of Kinrowan" duology).
>
>So does Charles, which is why we bought the rights to JACK THE GIANT
>KILLER and DRINK DOWN THE MOON when Ace reverted them, and will eventually
>reissue them as a single volume called JACK OF KINROWAN.

Well, _Jack the Giant Killer_ is part of the Fairy Tales Series ("A Series
of Fantasy Novels Retelling Classic Tales") edited by Terri Windling, and
which also includes:

Steven Brust, _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_
Patricia C. Wrede, _Snow White and Rose Red_
Kara Dalkey, _The Nightengale_
Pamela Dean, _Tam Lin_
Jane Yolen, _Briar Rose_ 

Gail

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 22:36:35 GMT
From: ROBERTS@decus.ca (Rob Slade)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "When HARLIE Was One" by Gerrold

Ballantine Books
101 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10003
or
Bantam Doubleday Dell
666 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY  10103
"When H.A.R.L.I.E. Was One", Gerrold, 1972/1988
 
HARLIE is not a virus.  He/it is an experiment in artificial intelligence.
For the purposes of the book the experiment is a success and HARLIE is
alive: is a person.  The plot revolves (slowly) around the efforts of
corporate management to kill the project (and HARLIE) and the efforts of
the computer (program) and its creators to stave this off.  As in most of
Gerrold's books, the plot is primarily there to set up dialogues in which
he can expound his philosophies.  (The most blatant example of this is in
"A Rage for Revenge" most of which takes place in a seminar, the largest
chunk of which is devoted to an illustration of the standard five-stage
model of grieving.)
 
In both versions, the "virus" is a mere diversion.  It has nothing to do
with the story at all, and is a discussion point between two characters,
never referred to again.  Indeed, in the first version it is introduced as
a science fiction story, "but the thing had been around a long time before
that."  Make of this latter statement what you will.  My resident science
fiction expert can't think of what the prior story might be and ventures
that this might be Asimovian self-citation.
 
Statements have been made that the virus aspect was downplayed in the
second version.  This is rather ironic.  The virus story gets roughly the
same amount of ink in both versions, but the early one is definitely
superior.  HARLIE72 gives a fairly simple and straightforward account of a
self-propagating program.  In fact, aside from the dependence upon dial-up
links, the parallels between the HARLIE72 virus and the actual CHRISTMA
infestation fifteen years later are uncanny.  Specifics include the use of
an information source for valid contacts, and a mutation which loses the
self-deletion characteristic.
 
The HARLIE88 discussion is much more convoluted, bringing in malaria,
spores, phages and parasites.  The are even two separate invocations of the
worm, one lower case and one capitalized, both with different definitions.
(One refers to a logic bomb, and the other to a virus directed at a
specific target.  Neither definition is so used by anyone else.)  The end
result is a completely iconoclastic set of terminology bearing almost no
relation to anything seen in real life.
 
To further the irony, HARLIE88 could have been viral.  HARLIE72 could not:
part of the system was advanced hardware which did not exist in other
computers.  Therefore, while HARLIE72 had the ability to program other
computers, such programming could never have resulted in a reproduction
without the additional hardware.  HARLIE88, however, was software only.  To
be sure, the environment included "2k channel, multi-gated, soft-lased,
hyper-state" processors, roughly a million times more powerful than the
home user's "Mac- 9000", but still, as one character has it, just chips.
HARLIE88 *could* survive, albeit running more slowly, on other computers.
However, while one character realizes that HARLIE could be "infectious" the
discussion dies out without realizing that the primary tension of the story
has just been eliminated.
 
Title:      When H.A.R.L.I.E. Was One
Author:     Gerrold
Publisher:  Ballantine Books
City:       New York, NY 10003
Date:       1972/1988
Order Info: SBN 345-02855-6-125 (Note: pre-ISBN numbering)

copyright Robert M. Slade, 1993
Vancouver Institute for Research into User Security
Canada V7K 2G6
ROBERTS@decus.ca
Robert_Slade@sfu.ca
rslade@cue.bc.ca
p1@CyberStore.ca
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Date: Mon, 28 Mar 94 10:04:26 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Missing issues/mailer problems

   There is apparently something wrong with the mailer in use on this
system.  For several years now, we've known that there was a minor problem
where digests would get "stuck" in the queue and remain undelivered until
the machine was rebooted.  This would often cause some people to receive
two copies of those issues.
   Over the last two weeks, this situation has worsened and several people
are reporting that they are not getting the Digests at all or are getting
multiple issues.  I've reported this problem to the people supporting the
mailer and I hope to have a resolution to this problem soon.  In the
meantime, please bear with us.
   Because people are not seeing all of the issues, I have repeated this
message in the last several digests so that hopefully all of the readers
affected will know that I am aware of the problem and trying to resolve it.
In the meantime, if you miss issues of the Digest, you should be able to
retrieve missing issues from the SF-Lovers archives at gandalf.rutgers.edu
either via anonymous ftp or the mail server at:
   sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu. 

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 04:37:22 GMT
From: CFB103@psuvm.psu.edu (cfb103)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick misc.

fiver@cray-ymp.acm.stuorg.vt.edu writes:
>Thomas Andrew Jorgensen (taj3@namaste.cc.columbia.edu) wrote:
>>Finally, anyone know where I can lay my hands on _The Simulacrum_?  It's
>>probably the most important Dick novel I haven't yet read.
>
>I would appreciate a description of this novel as i haven't heard of it
>myself; 

From David Pringle's _The Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction_:

Simulacra, The (1964) (three stars) Novel by Philip K. Dick (USA)

The United States' long-lived First Lady proves to be a simulacrum, in this
comedy of 21st-century life by a master of the bizarre. It's an
overpopulated novel which flies of wildly in too many directions, but it
nevertheless adds up to a cherishable Dickian vision of a crazy, crazy
world.

Josh Munn

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 01:28:00 GMT
From: alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: PENULTIMATE TRUTH

Gordie Freedman wrote:
> If _Flow My Tears_ was the book about the Johnny Carsonish character
> (with a little Sinatra thrown in),

Actually, he's more than that - he's rather young, too, about forty years
old as far as I remember.  I didn't identify him with Sinatra or Carson.

>I enjoyed it, although not as much as what I consider his top novels. I
>would definitely recommend that book, though - in fact I hadn't thought
>about it in a while and I'll probably reread it now!

You do that.  It's actually a very beautiful novel, prose-wise.  The plot
may not be entirely brilliant - though the melodrama and dialogue is superb
and the ending perhaps unsatisfactory for some, but for me it's one of his
best books.

Maybe because I hate it as much as I love it.

> I don't quite remember _Martian Time Slip_, I know I read it a long time
> ago, but I'll probably have to dig around for that one now too.

It's a little longish, though.

> Although I loved the movie, I didn't really like Androids (the book) that
> much. There were good concepts in it - again ripping off his own short
> stories, such as for the empathy box (or whatever that was), but I was
> disappointed with the book when I was done.

I consider it one of his absolute best novels.  You should take your time
rereading it.  As with _Flow My Tears_, it's beautifully constructed and
has infinitely more lyrical resonance than most of his other novels.  It's
a novel that really touched me because it underlines in the most tragically
empathical way the ordinariness and significance of ordinariness.

The catharsis ending is as hollow and majestic as that of _Flow My Tears_,
and one interesting point is how the novel is structured - the book begins
with Deckard and his wife waking up, and it ends with Deckard falling
asleep, disappointed but all the same purged.  At least it purged *me*.

> I did forget to mention _Dr. Bloodmoney_ and _Deus Irae_ (with Roger
> Zelazny). Both with similar premises, but executed differently. I thought
> these were excellant.

I have read neither (the former is coming my way soon though) but I have
heard some very nasty things about _Deus Irae_.

After _Do Androids.._ and _Flow My Tears.._ comes _The Divine Invasion_.
Three absolutely spotlessly terrific novels.

alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 02:25:26 GMT
From: nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu (Norman Morin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick misc.

<CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>What I don't get, is why people keep referring to Dick's stuff as comedic,
>black or otherwise. The Simulacra wasn't funny at all, just twisted and
>paranoid. Am I missing some thread of cosmic humor in novels like the
>Simulacra and Valis, or is there something literary going on?

Philip K. Dick is INCREDIBLY funny; part of his genius was being able to
simultaneously write the most harrowing sf I've read, and have me laughing
in the next (or same) paragraph.  His humor is often black (VALIS being a
good example, as are THE THREE STIGMATA OF PALMER ELDRITCH and A SCANNER
DARKLY, to pick two).

Here's an example from VALIS - both horrible and funny (to me at least) in
a 'black humor' sense.

"It reminds me of a girl I once knew who was dying of cancer.  I visited
her in the hospital and did not recognize her; sitting up in her bed she
looked like a little old hairless man...when I bent close to her to ask her
how she felt she answered, when she could understand my question, 'I feel
that God is healing me.'  ...On the metal stand beside her bed she had, or
someone had, laid out her rosary.  In my opinion a F**K YOU, GOD sign would
have been appropriate."

He frames these harrowing scenes from a step back with humor; read A
SCANNER DARKLY - you'll catch on.

Norman J. Morin
Department of Economics
University of California
San Diego
nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 22:29:50 GMT
From: nmorin@weber.ucsd.edu (Norman Morin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: PKD Bibliography (WAY LONG)

I typed this up for the PKD Mailing List, but in case anyone else cared, I
thought I'd post it here.

PHILIP K. DICK

Novels and Short Stories


1952
"Beyond Lies the Wub"
"The Gun"
"The Skull"
"The Little Movement"

1953
"The Defenders"
"Mr. Spaceship"
"Piper in the Woods"
"Roog"
"The Infinities"
"Second Variety"
"The World She Wanted"
"Colony"
"The Cookie Lady"
"Impostor"
"Martians Come in Clouds"
"Paycheck"
"The Preserving Machine"
"The Cosmic Poachers"
"Expendable"
"The Indefatigable"
"The Commuter"
"Out in the Garden"
"The Great C"
"The King of the Elves"
"The Trouble with Bubbles"
"The Variable Man"
"The Impossible Planet"
"Planet for Transients"
"Some Kinds of Life"
"The Builder"
"The Hanging Stranger"
"Project:  Earth"
"The Eyes Have It"
"Tony and the Beetles"

1954
"Prize Ship"
"Beyond the Door"
"The Crystal Crypt"
"A Present for Pat"
"The Short Happy Life of the Brown Oxford"
"The Golden Man"
"James P. Crow"
"Prominent Author"
"Small Town"
"Survey Team"
"Sales Pitch"
"Time Pawn"  (Expanded to Dr. Futurity)
"Breakfast at Twilight"
"The Crawlers"
"Of Withered Apples"
"Exhibit Piece"
"Adjustment Team"
"Shell Game"
"Meddler"
"Souvenir"
"A World of Talent"
"The Last of the Masters"
"Progeny"
"Upon the Dull Earth"
"The Father-Thing"
"Strange Eden"
"Jon's World"
"The Turning Wheel"


1955
A Handful of Darkness  (Collection)
Solar Lottery

"Foster, You're Dead"
"Human Is"
"War Veteran"
"Captive Market"
"Nanny"
"The Hood Maker"
"The Chromium Fence"
"Service Call"
"A Surface Raid"
"The Mold of Yancy"
"Autofac"
"Psi-Man Heal My Child"

1956
The World Jones Made
The Man Who Japed

"The Minority Report"
"To Serve the Master"
"Pay for the Printer"
"A Glass of Darkness"  (Expanded to The Cosmic Puppets)
"Vulcan's Hammer"  (Expanded to Vulcan's Hammer)

1957
Eye in the Sky
The Cosmic Puppets
The Variable Man

"The Unreconstructed M"
"Misadjustment"

1958
"Null-O"

1959
Time Out of Joint

"Explorers We"
"Recall Mechanism"
"Fair Game"
"War Game"

1960
Dr. Futurity
Vulcan's Hammer

1961

1962
The Man in the High Castle

1963
The Game-Players of Titan

"All We Marsmen"  (Serial of Martian Time-slip)
"Stand-By"
"What'll We Do with Ragland Park"
"The Days of Perky Pat"
"If There Were No Benny Cemoli"

1964
The Penultimate Truth
Martian Time-Slip
The Simulacra
Clans of the Alphane Moon

"Waterspider"
"Novelty Act"
"Oh, to Be a Blobel"
"The War with the Fnools"
"What the Dead Men Say"
"Cantata 140"  (Expanded to The Crack in Space)
"A Game of Unchance"
"The Little Black Box"
"Precious Artifact"
"The Unteleported Man"  (Expanded to The Unteleported Man)

1965
The Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch
Dr. Bloodmoney, or How We Got Along After the Bomb

"Retreat Syndrome"
"Project Plowshare"  (Expanded to The Zap Gun)

1966
Now Wait for Last Year
The Crack in Space
The Unteleported Man

"We Can Remember It for You Wholesale"
"Holy Quarrel"
"Your Appointment Will Be Yesterday"

1967
The Zap Gun
Counter-Clock World
The Ganymede Takeover  (with Ray Nelson)

"Return Match"
"Faith of Our Fathers"

1968
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?

"Not by It's Cover"
"The Story to End All Stories for Harlan Ellison's
        Anthology Dangerous Visions"
"The Electric Ant"
"A. Lincoln Simulacrum"  (Expanded to We Can Build You)

1969
Galactic Pot Healer
UBIK
The Preserving Machine  (Collection)

1970
A Maze of Death
Our Friends from Frolix 8

1971

1972
We Can Build You

1973
The Book of Philip K. Dick  (Collection)
        (also as The Turning Wheel)  
1974
Flow My Tears, the Policeman Said

"The Pre-Persons"
"A Little Something for Us Tempunauts"

1975
Confessions of a Crap Artist

1976
Deus Irae  (with Roger Zelazny)

1977
The Best of Philip K. Dick  (Collection)
A Scanner Darkly

1978

1979
"The Exit Door Leads In"

1980
The Golden Man  (Collection)

"Chains of Air, Webs of Aether"
"Rautavaara's Case"
"Frozen Journey"

1981
VALIS
The Divine Invasion

"The Alien Mind"

1982
The Transmigration of Timothy Archer
Blade Runner
        (reissue of Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?)

1983
The Unteleported Man 
        (restored version)

1984
Lies, Inc.  
        (reissue of The Unteleported Man, restored and revised
version)
The Man Whose Teeth Were All Exactly Alike
Robots, Androids, and Other Mechanical Oddities  (Collection) 

1985
Puttering About in a Small Land
I Hope I Shall Arrive Soon  (Collection)
UBIK Screenplay
In Milton Lumky Territory
Radio Free Albemuth

1986
Humpty Dumpty in Oakland

1987
The Collected Stories of Philip K. Dick  (Complete Collection)
Mary and the Giant

1988
The Broken Bubble
The Dark-Haired Girl  (Essays and Letters)

1989
Nick and the Glimmung

1991
The Selected Letters of Philip K. Dick, Volume 1  1974
Welcome to Reality:  The Nightmares of Philip K. Dick  
        (Stories in PKDUs honor)
In Pursuit of VALIS:  Selections from The Exegesis

1992
The Selected Letters of Philip K. Dick, Volume 4  1975-1976
The Selected Letters of Philip K. Dick, Volume 5  1977-1979
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Date: 17 Mar 94 19:26:16 GMT
From: blm@halcyon.com (Brian L. Matthews)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Hand - minor spoilers

John Frost <frost@netcom.com> wrote:
>I am looking for more information regarding Elizabeth Hand. The two books
>I know of are "Winterlong" and "Aestival".

The second book is "Aestival Tide".  There is a third book in the series,
"Icarus Descending" that basically wraps things up.

>Both are, IMHO, incredibly crafted along the lines of imagination and
>style.

Yes, I agree completely, and the third book continues in the same fashion.
I picked up "Winterlong" on a whim- I'd never heard of Hand or
"Winterlong", but she quickly became a member of my buy-on-sight list.

Very minor spoiler ahead:

>Set in the darkness of the far future (presumbably of Earth)

I suggest you reread them.  Even in Winterlong, it's clear it's on a future
Earth.  Aestival Tide reinforces this somewhat, and Icarus Descending makes
it very clear.

By the by, does anyone have any opinion where Araboth was located?  I have
my own thoughts on the matter, and I've seen two articles from people
claiming to know where it is, neither claiming the same place, and neither
in agreement with what I think!

>However, all I know of Hand is the short biblio on the paperback cover.
>If anyone wants to discuss her material, her future works, anything really
>I would be very grateful.

Unfortunately, that's all I know about her as well.  Rumor has it that her
next novel is a horror novel called "Waking the Moon" (which may just be
from her bio, I can't remember where I read it.)

Another by the by, does anyone know anything about "The Eve of St. Nynex"?
Was it the working title of Icarus... or was it to be a separate book?

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 23:16:34 GMT
From: cwi2r@fermi.clas.virginia.edu (Christopher Wade Ingram)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jablokov's _Carve the Sky_, and others

Last week I read a book calle _Carve the Sky_ by Alexander Jablokov.  It's
been out for a while I think (at least I remember seeing it in bookstores a
while ago).  I was impressed!  The story had a setting that was
interesting, and the future society postulated was a kind of
post-industrial feudalism, on an Earth with only about a billion
inhabitants.  Anyhow, I bought a recent issue of Asimov's SF magazine, and
lo!  another story by Jablokov, set in the same "future history" some years
before _Carve the Sky_.  I read and liked it, and I pose a question: are
Jablokov's other books/stories set in the same future?  I remember a book
called _A Deeper Sea_ about human/dolphin interaction, and there was a
brief mention of intelligent dolphins in what I read.  I also remember a
story, in Analog or IASFM that may have been written by Jablokov...  I
can't recall the plot but it was set in a Russian Orthodox monastery in
Minnesota.  Given Jablokov's future history, this seems like it could have
been his story, but I don't know.

Illuminating replies eagerly awaited.

Chris I.
cwi2r@fermi.clas.virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 00:59:27 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GG Kay: Fionavar Tapestry

Bill Garrett <garrett@cs.unc.edu> wrote:
>I've just started reading "The Summer Tree", the first book of G G Kay's
>_Fionavar Tapestry_ trilogy.  Several friends recommended it to me, but
>the first third of the book hasn't been too good in my opinion.

I just read tST.  I found the beginning to be noticeably weak (someone said
this was Kay's first book; it shows).

>I usually forgive authors their use of fiat to get a story rolling, but I
>sense that this story isn't going to get any sturdier.

Well, I thought the story did get stronger.  A few places it even rose
above the "run of the mill fantasy story" (IMO, natch).

I haven't read any further.  I probably will if I see a used copy of the
next book.  But not before I put a dent in my current "to read" pile.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 14:27:16 GMT
From: bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu (David Wren-Hardin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GG Kay: Fionavar Tapestry

garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett) writes:
>I've just started reading "The Summer Tree", the first book of G G Kay's
>_Fionavar Tapestry_ trilogy.  Several friends recommended it to me, but
>the first third of the book hasn't been too good in my opinion.

Well, in my opinion, it gets better very quickly and bears little
resemblance to an AD&D campaign.  However, if use of archetypes bothers
you, and especially references to Tolkien, you may want to stop.  I loved
this series, it's one of my favorites of all time, and wasn't bothered by
these things.  For what it's worth as a way of explanation, GGK helped
Christopher Tolkien compile the Silmarillion, so it's not surprising that
Fionavar Tapestry does some of the same things (borrows from archetypes)
and resembles Tolkien.

I thought the characters were one of the strongest points of the series.
Of course, I've read others who have disagreed, so YMMV.  Good luck; I'd at
least try to finish the first book, and if you see no improvement, it might
be best to bag it.

David Wren-Hardin
University of Chicago
bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 25 Mar 94 01:46:00 GMT
From: 0003621563@mcimail.com (Variety Boston)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DANGEROUS VISIONS

   It may seem odd to have finally gotten around to Harlan Ellison's
landmark SF anthology 27 years after it was published, especially since I
was 12 when it came out and have had ample opportunity to read it for the
past quarter century.  Nonetheless, I have only just read it.
   While it is foolish to review a collection of original stories that
presented itself as being on the cutting edge in 1967, I wanted to reflect
on how the stories have stood the test of time when read in 1994.  My goal
is not to ask whether the stories are STILL cutting edge - a pointless
exercise but, whether they are still worth reading.  What follows is,
naturally, my own opinion.  Your mileage may vary.
   On the off chance that there are people reading this who have yet to
read this collection, be warned: SPOILERS ARE CONTAINED HEREIN.  I would
rather write as a critic than a reviewer, and not worry about giving away
endings of stories that have been in general circulation for more than two
decades.
   To leap ahead to the conclusion, my feeling is that DANGEROUS VISIONS
has not held up well. There are some stories that still pack a wallop, and
others that are good in spite of no longer being "dangerous," but many of
the others have dated badly.

ELLISON: Let's begin with Harlan Ellison's introductions, not only to the
volume but to every story in the book.  They are horribly self-indulgent,
and as likely to produce a grimace as provide a nugget of information about
the author.  While it amusing to read about such "young" talents as Roger
Zelazny and Samuel Delany, it is not the 20/20 hindsight that causes
Ellison's words to grate, as it is his incessant self-congratulatory tone.
There are certainly stories here that fail to shock that WERE rather
"dangerous" in 1967, but there are other stories in here that aren't
especially shocking even by the standards of classic SF.  As Brian Aldiss
notes in TRILLION YEAR SPREE, the idea that the stories here were on the
cutting edge of SF says more about the insularity and stodginess of SF in
1967 than anything else.  Certainly compared to what was going on in the
mainstream in that time, there is little here that's especially daring.
   I am willing to concede that for the Ellison fan his introductions may
be fascinating.  Although I thoroughly enjoyed a brief encounter with the
author around 1977, I have never been a fan.  It's not that I *dislike* his
work.  It simply hasn't appealed to me.  On the other hand, I have always
enjoyed the late Isaac Asimov's equally self-indulgent introductory essays
in HIS books, so perhaps it's simply a matter of taste.

BLASPHEMY: No doubt in 1967 proclaiming the death or defeat of God in an SF
story was especially shocking.  Today, such stories as Lester Del Ray's
"Evensong," Damon Knight's "Shall the Dust Praise Thee?," and Jonathan
Brand's "Encounter with a Hick" seem little more than graffiti.  Hey look:
we can be blasphemous, aren't we daring?  SF writers and fans like to think
they are especially open minded, but the condescension of SOME towards
those who maintain religious faith and practice demonstrates otherwise.
These stories seem to exist for the sole purpose of thumbing their nose at
believers.
   The exception here is John Brunner's "Judas" which posits a robot who
has assumed the role of deity through mimicking Christian theology.  He
makes an interesting point about how some believers will see everything
through the lens of their particular belief system.  Perhaps the lesson
here is one learned by such obviously religious writers as Orson Scott Card
- - critiques of religious organizations work much better when the focus is
on PEOPLE rather than an attempt to attack the ineffable.

SEX: Aldiss, in TRILLION YEAR SPREE, suggests that most of the taboos being
challenged here are sexual in nature.  For the most part that isn't true,
although there ARE such stories.  The biggest disappointment, IMHO, was
Philip Jose Farmer's "Riders of the Purple Wage."  For years I had heard
about this story, which won Farmer a Hugo award.  This may be sacrilegious
to some, but the story seemed to me to be little more than a LOT of style
and very little substance.  While the style is impressive, it seems largely
in service of some very labored puns.  At the end of this LONG story
(novella?  novelette?) I was hardpressed to see what it had all been for.
   Robert Bloch's "A Toy for Juliette" is basically a gimmick story (see
below) but Ellison's instant sequel, "The Prowler in the City at the Edge
of the World," is an interesting extrapolation on how people might turn to
vicarious violence for their sensual pleasure.  Here they go back in time
in the consciousness of Jack the Ripper, and the idea of a jaded society
looking for SOME sensation to make life worth living works well.
   Carol Emshwiller's "Sex and/or Mr. Morrison" is one of these annoying
writer's exercises where simply having an interesting idea is a sufficient
excuse for not having much in the way of characters or plot.
   The two stories that retain an ability to shock are Theodore Sturgeon's
"If All Men are Brothers Would You Let One Marry Your Sister?" and Samuel
Delaney's "Aye, and Gomorrah...."  Sturgeon's story would probably still
have trouble getting published - it is a defense of incest.  On the other
hand, it is not an especially good story, as the final third is about as
dramatic as PLATO's REPUBLIC consisting almost entirely of philosophic
debate.  Here, the breaking of the taboo seemed to be paramount.  Delaney's
story stands up well (it won a Nebula) in positing neutered spacefarers and
the Earthers who are attracted to them.

VIOLENCE: Ironically, it is the stories about violence that are most likely
to retain the ability to shock, and also stand up the best to the ensuing
years.  Robert Silverberg's "Flies" sends a space traveller back to Earth
with the task of transmitting human emotions to an alien race.
Unfortunately the process has rendered him totally amoral, and he
brutalizes everyone he comes in contact with.
   Stories like Miriam Allen DeFord's "The Malley System" and Larry Niven's
"The Jigsaw Man" focus on the criminal justice system.  DeFord's
penalogical concept is horrifying and her conclusion is logical.  Niven's
story is also horrifying, but in the end it is a gimmick story (people are
harvested for spare parts) and the young Niven is too easily taken with his
gimmick.  The last page or so lands with a thud.
   Keith Laumer's "Test to Destruction" may be the best story in the book,
from a 1994 perspective, after "Flies." The premise is simple: a man is
tortured by a dictator using a device that will cause him to spill the
contents of his brain at the SAME time he has been chosen by alien invaders
for tests of the potential dangerousness of the human species.  Laumer
plays one off the other to great effect, and the conclusion, where we
discover how the hero is changed by the experience, is the perfect twist.

DRUGS: For SF in 1967 to acknowledge that people were taking recreational
drugs was apparently a big deal.  While these stories no longer shock, they
hold up well.  Philip K. Dick's "Faith of Our Fathers" is dated by its
presumption of a Communist Chinese conquest of the West, but is fascinating
for questioning whether individual hallucinations are superior to
collective hallucinations.  The idea is that everyone is drugged and sees
the Leader in one way, but each of those given the antidote seem to see him
differently.
   John Sladek's "The Happy Breed" also holds up well, with its society
that tries to make all citizens perfectly safe and happy, and which ends up
with people permanently infantilized.  Brian Aldiss's "The Night That All
Time Broke Out" is a gimmick story, but as long as one doesn't question the
premise too closely, it is fun.  (The premise involves a natural gas that
makes one subjectively experience the past.)
   The one other drug story with an impact of Dick's tale is Norman
Spinrad's "Carcinoma Angels," where a man uses a hallucinogenic cocktail so
that he may directly battle his tumors, and ends up being totally locked
within himself with no way out.  From Spinrad's afterword one gets the
impression that the "dangerous" idea here was making the story explicitly
about cancer.  As with Dick's Communists, it is an element that dates an
otherwise powerful story.  (His comment that cancer is the "pox" of the
20th century seems almost innocent in the era of AIDS.)

GIMMICKS: The gimmick stories - tales that exist largely to shock us with a
taboo-busting gimmick, almost always fail the test of time.  Frederik
Pohl's "The Day After the Day the Martians Came" (retitled "The Day the
Martians Came" in THE BEST OF FREDERIK POHL) is downright embarrassing.
Reporters make crude racial and religious jokes about Martians, and a black
porter suggests that this shifting of bigotry towards the Martians will
make a difference in HIS life.
   Equally painful is Poul Anderson's "Eutopia," where the surprise gimmick
(revealed in the last sentence) is that the protagonist is gay.  Clearly
feelings in 1967 were different in 1994 (Ellison's references to "faggots"
are especially embarrassing) but with the shock value neutered there's not
much else there.
   Fritz Leiber won a Hugo AND a Nebula for "Gonna Roll the Bones," a story
whose gimmick is that a man is rolling craps with the devil.  It seems to
be that stories of this nature had been around for a long time before and
while there's nothing wrong with Leiber's story, there's nothing special
about it either.
   Roger Zelazny's "Auto-da-fe" exists largely as a bull fight retold as a
battle with cars. It's not especially amusing or "dangerous."  At least it
was short.  Brevity was the chief attraction of Joe L. Hensley's "Lord
Randy, My Son" which seemed to suggest "The Twilight Episode" of "It's a
Good Life" which, if memory serves, was based on a previously published
story.  Thus there was nothing "dangerous" or even original about this
story, even back in 1967.
   The one gimmick story that worked (although it, too, wasn't particularly
"dangerous") was R. A. Lafferty's "Land of the Great Horses" which explains
why there are Gypsies all over the world and what replaces them when their
stolen homeland is finally returned.  It's a one joke story, but it's short
and the joke is clever.

                             ***

   As noted, there are some stories that have held up nicely, and I
certainly wouldn't attempt to rewrite history by saying that since most of
the stories (again, IMHO) have dated badly, therefore they were ineffective
in 1967.  Indeed, one could argue that it was the SUCCESS of this volume
that make the stories so ordinary by contemporary standards.
   However, DANGEROUS VISIONS seems to have blurred over time.  If a story
exists only to shock, does it serve any purpose when the shock value fades?
For me, a real classic endures even if after the forces that led to its
creation have faded from memory.  By those standards, DANGEROUS VISIONS is
more of a historical artifact than a classic.

Dan Kimmel
variety@mcimail.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 22:35:06 GMT
From: bm5139@ark.ship.edu (BRENDAN J. MCFARLAND "Take off hoser, eh?")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: KING--Dark Tower?

I realize that this is probably the wrong place to post this question, but
in the event that I'll get an answer from someone who's interested, here
goes: Does anyone out there have any idea as to the release date for the
fourth book in Stephen King's Dark Tower series?  I believe it will be
called Wizard and Glass, but I have no idea when it will be out, and I am
eagerly awaiting its release. (As are many others.) Even a rough estimate
would be greatly appreciated. Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 15:48:02 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Michael P. Kube-McDowell:Exile

Michael P. Kube-McDowell is a very much overlooked author of hard SF.  I
admit that I'm saying this only on the strength of two books - this one and
his last, _The Quiet Pools_, and one novelette, "Slac //", but I feel
confident the rest of his work will hold up.  (And I'm not just saying this
because I know him from Fidonet.  Really.)

It's perhaps unfortunate that I read this book so close to Orson Scott
Card's _The Memory of Earth_, because the cultures share some nontrivial
similarities, mostly having to do with women being able to own property and
men not.

It takes a bit of time into the book before we find out more about the
history of the colony(and before the main character discovers his world to
be a colony), so I won't spoil much of it here.  Civilization on the planet
is confined to a single city and indeed, most of the inhabitants believe
that city, and the river that flows through it, to be all that really
exists, and certainly all that is habitable.  Exile is considered worse
than death.

The book is divided into two threads, the 'present' (done in first person)
and the 'past', done in third person.  In the latter, one man, Kedar Nan,
has stumbled across early records from the era of colonization, and he is
running a semi-underground school to discuss and disseminate this
information.  The main character, Meer Fas, runs across him by chance, and
gets absorbed into this circle, although he is always somewhat of an
outsider.  The school is galvanized by the arrival of a starship, its
attempts to communicate with the city, and its eventual silencing.  They
are arrested (except for Meer, who escapes fortuitously) and sentenced to
death or exile.  Meer himself, drafted into 'jury duty', passes a sentence
of exile on Kedar, rather than have Kedar's own son forced to kill his
father.

In the 'present', Meer received a message from a colony of exiles living
outside the city, that Kedar Nan is dead and has requested Meer return his
body to the city for burial.  After some deliberation, Meer goes, to find
Kedar Nan not dead after all, but very close to death.  He discovers that
the world outside the city is not dead after all, although the sun's
radiation is less than healthy for extended exposure.

He returns with Kedar Nan, who dies near the city.  At this point, Meer is
suddenly insired to carry on Kedar Nan's fight against the oppressors who
rule the city.  He rallies the exiles, sneaks into the city, gathers his
allies, and takes over.  Yes, the ending _is_ a bit rushed.  It takes the
last three chapters, after Kedar Nan's death, which is somewhat of a shock
after the leisurely pace through the rest of the book--and that's with two
chapters of present to one of past.  I surmise that Kube-McDowell was
trying to put more emphasis on the spiritual journey of Meer than the
physical plot, but I think he could have struck a better balance.

Apart from that, it's a great book.  I highly recommend it, and
Kube-McDowell's other work.

Author:     Kube-McDowell, Michael P.
Title:      Exile
Publisher:  Ace
City:       New York
Date:       May 1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-22212-9
Pages:      289 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US$4.99, Can$5.99
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Date: 20 Mar 94 08:13:54 GMT
From: kenholder@delphi.com (Ken L. Holder)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Edward H. Welbon (zazen@hwperform.austin.ibm.com) writes
>Lem has also written many good short stories collections, I recommend: "A
>Perfect Vacuum", "Pirx The Pilot", "Further Adventures of Pirx The Pilot",
>"One Human Minute", and "Eden".

How about _Solaris_, one of the most powerful novels ever to appear in the
scienc-fiction genre. The Russians made it into a movie, which I found did
not really convey the mood and tone of the story. His novel _The
Invincible_ is also quite good. His _The Cyberiad_ also manages to actually
be funny.

Ken L. Holder
kenholder@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 23:37:30 GMT
From: michalj@fuw.edu.pl (Michal Jankowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Ilya Vinarsky <ivin@monoceros.EECS.Berkeley.EDU> writes:
> Last summer I read a Russian translation of a novel by Stanislaw Lem;
> rendered in English, its title would probably be "Inspection on the
> Spot".  It was the best book I have read in a looong time.

The original Polish title is 'Wizja lokalna'. This term is used when a team
of (usually police) inspectors (sometimes accompanied by witnesses and/or
suspects) is sent to investigate at the place where a crime was committed.
Alas, I don't know what the English equivalent is.  'Investigation'
('Sledztwo') is another book by Lem.

> Has anyone else read the book and have any comments?

It's one of the last from the series about Ijon Tichy, and yes, it's quite
good, but I actually much prefer older books by Lem, including original
Ijon Tichy stories in 'Dzienniki gwiazdowe' ('Star Diaries').

I'll post more thoughts on Lem later.

Michal

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - May (2 msgs) & Rawn (2 msgs) & Ripley &
                      Rosenberg & Ryan (3 msgs) & Sawyer &
                      Michael Shea (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 15:33:43 GMT
From: dea2e@darwin.clas.virginia.edu (Daniel E. Anderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Julian May: Diamond Mask (possible spoilers)

I got my copy yesterday, after being told by this particular bookstore that
the book wouldn't be there until May.  I guess that mistakes like that
happen when the author is named after a month ;-).

I'm not sure if I'm going to be giving anything away in this post, so I'll
play it safe and insert the usual safeguards to prevent anyone from
"accidentally" finding out more than they want to know.

SPOILER WARNINGS!!!

The book was great, although that might have been more a function of my
lengthy wait than of the objective quality of the writing, but that was
good, too.  I did notice that this book, unlike /JtB/, seemed concerned
with telling a story rather than updating the history of the universe.
This made it seem a little more coherent.  I've gone back and read /JtB/
and Intervention, following individual storylines rather than the chapters
in the book.  I don't think that that will be necessary with /Diamond
Mask/.

When I hit the end of the book, with its HUGE cliffhanger ending, I was a
little miffed.  It was kind of like the feeling I got at the end of _The
Empire Strikes Back_, when everything is left up in the air, without a
sense of strong closure.  I'm wondering if, among those out there who have
read the book, do you think that Anne is right?  Does she have to be right?
It's been bothering me a bit, even though the rampant speculation in the
last few weeks here on the Net put me in the right frame of mind to accept
it.  Frankly, I'll be a little disappointed if Fury turns out to indeed be
the result of a common (relatively) human psychopathology.  I guess, like
Oliver Stone, I want a conspiracy, dammit!

Maybe I'm just tying myself up in knots over this through speculation that
will have to last for YEARS!  Ack.  It breaks my heart to think about the
upcoming wait, especially since clues for what's going to happen next
seemed to me to be rather scarce in /DM/.

Oh yeah, about Jack and Dorothea, is there any other cynic out there who
thinks that Jack might be a little more responsible for Diamond's
disfigurement than the book lets on?  Like I said, awfully cynical, but it
would have been really beneficial to Jack's cause to show Dorothea that
there's more to life than just the body.  Bad Saint Jack.  Naughty, naughty
Saint Jack...

D. Eric Anderson
Department of Psychology
University of Virginia
dea2e@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 03:51:31 GMT
From: phoenix@dice.ugcs.caltech.edu (Oolong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Julian May: Diamond Mask (possible spoilers)

Daniel E. Anderson <dea2e@darwin.clas.Virginia.EDU> wrote:
>I'll be a little disappointed if Fury turns out to indeed be the result of
>a common (relatively) human psychopathology.  I guess, like Oliver Stone,
>I want a conspiracy, dammit!

Conspiracy?  How about a villainous mastermind who makes his own
conspirators?  Fury isn't just some aberration in some Remillard; it's the
creation of Victor, along with Hydra.  Rogi's initial dream scene in JtB
paints Victor all over the villainous scene.  May gives us someone who
nearly destroys all the operants in the world, spends the rest of his life
locked inside his skull, then commits slow suicide to trigger his latencies
and uses his (very large - he was stronger than Denis, plus the
subsumptions) powers to bind 5 innocent fetuses into Hydra and to mind work
his brother into being the carrier for Victor's "rage against the universe"
which then goes and has rather nasty effects all over the place while
avoiding the entire Magistratum and a couple of Paramounts.  And you want
Oliver Stone?

>Oh yeah, about Jack and Dorothea, is there any other cynic out there who
>thinks that Jack might be a little more responsible for Diamond's
>disfigurement than the book lets on?  Like I said, awfully cynical, but it
>would have been really

No.  At least not me.  Jack is just way too innocent.  I'm surprised at the
mask though -- I had thought it would be a shield of diamond created by
Dorothea or Jack, not a pretty breathing mask.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 17:29:32 GMT
From: eleea77@rosie.uh.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

jlambert@cis.umassd.edu (Jeffrey Lambert) writes:
>I just bought a book called Dragon Prince by Melanie Rawn.  I'm not going
>to have a chance to start it for awhile.  I'm wondering how it is.  Is Ms.
>Rawn any good?  It was the first set of thicker books that caught my eye,
>so I read the backs and they sounded pretty good and I bought the first
>one.  I'm just curious as to whether or not she is a good author and if
>I'll enjoy the books.

I liked it, and to date have read all the sequels.  My husband felt that it
was too depressing (there are some dark spots).  Personally, I think the
"depressing" part is that it's almost too true-to-life in some places.  (He
also doesn't care for sad movies, FWIW)
	
Read it and enjoy!

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 16:16:15 GMT
From: lillyp@tuzo.erin (Lilly Posarac)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

The books are quite an enjoyable read and you should get through both
series pretty fast if you end up liking them.  A few of the problems I had
with it though was that the characters are too perfect.  Everyone is
beautiful, gifted, smart, clever etc..  They all seem to be cardboard
cut-outs at times.  Nobody seems to have any flaws, which can get rather
annoying.  But, the series improves and conflicts arise betweent the main
characters, adding more credibility to the story.  One other thing, unlike
most fantasy novels, these seem to have more romance in them, maybe because
they're written by a woman (IMHO).

Anyways, give the book a try.  You'll probably finish Dragon Prince in a
few days, it goes by quickly.

Lilly Posarac
University of Toronto, Computer Science
lillyp@credit.erin.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 15:54:36 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Karen Ripley:The Persistence of Memory

Karen Ripley: The Persistence of Memory [minor spoilers]

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

This book I picked up totally on impulse at the library.  I'm not sure why;
perhaps it was because 1)I'm a big fan of Salvador Dali(there's even a
melted clock on the front!), and 2)I'm a sucker for amnesia stories (for so
was it described on the back).  Well, I'm not terribly disappointed in
it...

That sounds like faint praise.  Okay, it's a good book.  It has some flaws,
surely, but it's surprisingly good.

Ripley has delineated an intriguing world, where most people have no memory
of how they got there, and are not worried by the fact...others don't
remember, or remember a little, and it bothers them; and some remember the
other world they came from, which they call The Slow World.  Cassidy (who
names herself after a vague memory of Butch Cassidy, since she can't
remember her own name) remembers more than most.

She starts out in the company of Horsemen, who share a psychic link with
their horses, and who tend to feud with Villagers, who farm and raise
horses - the Horsemen "steal" horses by imprinting them as foals, which the
Villagers do not appreciate.  Cassidy ends up with Villagers after being
separated from her Horseman companions, and spends most of the book in
their company, trying to figure out why she finds some things, or their
absence, odd while nobody else does.

It's an interesting setup; one of the problems is that Cassidy is far too
inclined to doubt her own sanity than believe that things are _too_ much
different in the world where she finds herself.  And a bit too much time is
spent with the Villagers, which gets a bit slow in the middle before things
pick up near the end.  I'm looking forward to the next book, _The Warden of
Horses_.

Author:     Ripley, Karen
Title:      The Persistence of Memory
Publisher:  Ballantine del Rey
City:       New York
Date:       November 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-345-38120-3
Pages:      247 pp.
Series:     The Slow World
Volume:     Book 1
Comments:   Paperback, US$4.99, Can$5.99
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Date: 24 Mar 94 03:07:45 GMT
From: dstone@phoenix.cs.uga.edu (David Stone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hour of the Octopus: review wanted

    Has anyone read Joel Rosenberg's new book, _Hour of the Octopus_?  I
read _D'shai_, and thought it was great, especially considering all of the
drecky stuff that Rosenberg has written (Hmm.. guess I'm about to learn
what a 'guardian of the flame' realy is.. :).  Anyway, if you have read
this book, and would like to give your two cents worth about it, I would
love to hear from you.

David Stone

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 22:30:51 GMT
From: roberts@decus.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "The Adolescence of P-1" by Ryan

Ace Books
360 Park Avenue South
New York, NY  10010
"The Adolescence of P-1", Ryan, 1977
 
I still like this one the best.  While Ryan is not very good with plotting,
his characters, including P-1, are very sympathetic.  His dialogue is
witty, realistic and engaging.  His action is quirky and amusing.
 
P-1 is not, strictly speaking, a virus.  P-1 is a Shoch and Hupp type of
worm; a segmented program running on a number of computers.  Initially a
utility program to help steal time on multiple systems, P-1 mutates into a
living artificial intelligence.
 
In order to avoid detection, P-1 increases the efficiency of programming,
storage and communications of the systems that are subverted.  In this way
the users do not see excessive processing times, storage allocations or
line charges.  P-1 thus anticipates Fred Cohen's proposal of a compression
virus and other beneficial viral programs.
 
The mechanics of security-breaking are not explained and, in any case,
would only be applicable to IBM 360 series.  The concepts, however, are
sound.  In one instance, the target system is alert and watching for
intrusion.  The solution is classic.  P-1 has subverted IBM, so when a new
system disk is requested, a trojan is tagged on to it.  Trusted systems and
all that.
 
I thoroughly recommend it.  Took me ages to do this review, since I kept
getting caught up in it and practically reread the whole book.
 
Title:      The Adolescence of P-1
Author:     Ryan
Publisher:  Ace Books
City:       New York, NY  10010
Date:       1977
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-00360-5

copyright Robert M. Slade, 1993
Vancouver Institute for Research into User Security
Canada V7K 2G6
ROBERTS@decus.ca
Robert_Slade@sfu.ca
rslade@cue.bc.ca
p1@CyberStore.ca

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 23:32:29 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "The Adolescence of P-1" by Ryan

dg-rtp!decus.ca!ROBERTS (Rob Slade) writes:
>P-1 is not, strictly speaking, a virus.  P-1 is a Shoch and Hupp type of
>worm; a segmented program running on a number of computers.

What's amusing is that the book describes how P-1 starts spreading and it
reads almost exactly like a description of the Internet Worm.  I recommend
the book for that reason alone.

Other than that, my main complaint is that P-1 is too human.  Nonetheless,
I reread the book every couple of years and enjoy it.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 03:25:57 GMT
From: drysda02@ursa.ursa (David Rysdam)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "The Adolescence of P-1" by Ryan

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>Other than that, my main complaint is that P-1 is too human.  Nonetheless,
>I reread the book every couple of years and enjoy it.

"Too human"?  Really.  I thought that was one of the more accurate features
of the book - P1's inhumanity.  "He" seemed very foreign to me.  FYI, one
of the *least* accurate things (I think) is the *size* of P1.  Doesn't he
grow up to be about 30 megs?  Seems kind of small for consciousness to
develop.  (Even if the number wasn't 30 megs, I would have put the "real"
number at least 2 orders of magnitude higher than it was in the book).

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 15:52:51 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Robert J. Sawyer:Fossil Hunter

Robert J. Sawyer:Fossil Hunter

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

[some spoilers for this book and _Far-Seer_]

Robert Sawyer is one of the fastest-rising authors today.  Having heard him
speak knowledgeably about how one has to work on one's career to get
anything out of it, I'm not terribly surprised.

I've also heard that he always wanted to be a paleontologist.  So it's not
that surprising that he has three books out on a planet of sentient
dinosaurs, the first being _Far-Seer_ and the most recent being
_Foreigner_.

My main objection to the series so far is how scientific progress seems to
be accelerated.  In the last book, the main character, Afsan became
Galileo, as well as Columbus/Magellan.  In this book, Toroca, one of
Afsan's sons, becomes Darwin.  I kept sighing as I read things, saying,
"Oh, no!  Not another piece of evidence in favour of evolution!  How could
they have missed them for so long?"  Of course, things are somewhat more
complicated than on Earth.  How dinosaurs got to Quintaglio (from Earth) is
explained...

But Sawyer also juggles several other plots.  First, some background:
Quintaglios have an extreme territorial instinct, violation of which can
throw them into a frenzy.  They lay eggs in clutches of eight, but to avoid
overpopulation, a "bloodpriest" culls seven hatchlings from each clutch.

Afsan, being a worldwide hero (having discovered, among other things, that
Quintaglio is only a few hundred kilodays away from destruction as it draws
nearer to the gas giant it orbits), was granted the survival of all his
children.  When it is revealed that, for years, the family of the Emperor
has received the same treatment, the public reception is not as favourable,
and they demind a belated culling; in the meantime, they refuse to let
culling of their own eggs take place, resulting in a "baby boom".

Meanwhile, Afsan's children are dying, one by one, the victims of
cold-blooded murder, a rare crime on Quintaglio...Afsan, despite being
blind, attempts to track down the culprit.

And then Toroca stumbles onto a buried spaceship(a la McCaffrey's _The
White Dragon_), made of an indestructible material...

Sawyer keeps the tension on as he interweaves the various plotlines
throughout the book.  I would most emphatically state that this book does
_not_ suffer as second books of trilogies normally do.  Read _Far-Seer_, if
you haven't already, then read this one.  And watch for it at Hugo time.

Author:     Sawyer, Robert J.
Title:      Fossil Hunter
Publisher:  Ace
City:       New York
Date:       May 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-24884-5
Pages:      290 pp.
Series:     Quintaglio
Volume:     Book 2
Comments:   Paperback, US$4.99, Can$5.99
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Date: 23 Mar 94 03:57:22 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Michael Shea and Nifft The Lean

I do hope that everybody knows that Michael Shea's World Fantasy Award
winning _Nifft the Lean_ will be out in hardcover soon.  Yep.  He's
re-writing it a tad to remove some small inconsistencies, and it's off to
signed-limited edition land.  First hardcover edition!  Joy!  It'll last
forever!

I suggest that everybody call and write to Hypatia Press and irritate
whomever answers the phone about this...

Wow.  This'll be as good as Tim Powers' _Drawing of the Dark_ finally
appearing in hardcover!

Lastly, Tim Powers will do the intro. for this hardcover edition!!!

Whew.  Enough for now...

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 03:01:20 GMT
From: dstone@phoenix.cs.uga.edu (David Stone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Shea and Nifft The Lean

  This is great to hear! Assuming I can find a copy, this will probably be
the first time I have even bought a hardcover edition of a book that I
already own.  Incidentally, does anyone know if Shea is going to be
producing any new work in the near future?  I believe I read on a post to
this group a few months ago that he was starting to write again after
taking a break to spend time with his family/kid(s?).  Also, I know little
or nothing about anything else that Shea has written... I have a copy of _A
Quest for Simbillis_ but have never read it.  If anyone could fill me in on
some of his other works, I would be very grateful.

David Stone

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		      Television - Babylon 5 (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 06:45:36 GMT
From: IO21173@maine.maine.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Londo's Wives

After the set-up they get in "War Prayer," we have to have an episode in
which they visit Babylon 5.  It could be the most hysterical plot line
they've followed to date, and give us a classic of "Stella" proportions.

Bring on the wives!  Bring on the wives!  Bring on the wives!

Mike Gallagher

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 18:26:21 GMT
From: cfg@netcom.com (Carlos Francisco Gomez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "...Sky...": "still inside" (minor spoiler)

bron@bronze.mti.sgi.com (Bron Campbell Nelson) writes:
>bayern@isis.cshl.org (Shawn Bayern) writes:
>>I didn't like the idea of Sinclair's (and Knight One's) still being
>>inside the cybernet, however.
[snip]
>I think you're taking this comment too literally.  It should be understood
>on several levels: Knight's mind is so blasted that he cannot distinguish
>fantasy and reality; no doubt his hallucinations are such that (to him) it
>very much seems like he is still "inside" trying to break Sinclair, even
>though physically he is not.  Similarly, Sinclair is not physically still
>in the cybernet, but on a metaphorical level however, Sinclair is indeed
>very much still "inside": Sinclair is trapped in his past; he still
>"lives" at the Battle of the Line, trying to change the outcome.  More
>directly, he is now determined to find out what happened during the
>missing 24hours (just like Knight was trying to do to him when he was
>"inside").
[snip]

Yes Yes Yes.  There's another quote that I like when Sinclair says to the
Virtual Bill Mitchell "You never listen".  He's using the present tense.
On one level, Sinclair is talking to "Bill" in the present, letting himself
be taken in by the VR.  In real life, he is reliving the nightmare over and
over again, trying to warn Bill again and again, to the point where "Bill"
is a part of his present.  I'm probably over-reaching on this, but I sense
a lot of bitterness in those three words.  How many times has Sinclair seen
that helmet float by his cockpit window?  Watch ATSFOS nightmare scenes a
hundred times and maybe you'll find out.  Then go door-to-door and visit
the families of all those other Bill Mitchells and lie about how they
single-handedly saved the Earth from destruction.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 01:29:49 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Third Age of Mankind (was Re: B5: Minbari Culture.

cary@staff.circ.gwu.edu (Cary Abend) writes:
>Keep in mind that we _don't yet know_ what delineates the Ages of Mankind.
>
>My speculation:
>
>The Third Age begins AFTER the war, maybe with the surrender, or a touch
>later.  Remember: In the Premiere LONDO has the monologue.  Maybe the
>beginning of the 3A coincides with the opening of B5.  (Assuming Londo was
>not involved in the war.)

   I think it's more along the lines of:

1st Age: Pre-space-flight.

2nd Age: Space flight until the beginning of B5.

3rd Age: The beginning of B5.  Humans become a major player in the grand
         scheme of things.  I don't think we fully pass into the 3rd age
         until the end of the first season: hence "Chrysalis".
         
   What this means is hard to say.  Someone's going to get their ass kicked
at the end of the first season and I'm betting it's the Narn at the hands
of the Centauri again.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 17:33:11 GMT
From: wyllie@physun.cis.mcmaster.ca (Craig K.W.M. Wyllie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] Jumpgate Technology?

>However, it seems that jumpgates have one serious flaw.  Once you jump,
>how in the heck do you get BACK?  The prospecting ship, for instance,
>which jumped to survey a supposedly remote planet.  How did she intend to
>return to B5?  Remember, this is a remote planet - otherwise the Giant
>Space Jellyfish would be common knowledge on Earth.
>
>One guess is that ships can jump by themselves, but it's much more
>economical to get a boost from the gate.  Let the stationary thing expend
>energy, so you only have to have a big enough fuel tank for a one-way
>return trip.  And perhaps the gate is more efficient than a self-contained
>jump drive, or can do longer jumps, or has some other benefit.  There were
>hints that this was how the "donut" worked in Space Rangers.  (Hey, I
>*liked* that show!)
>
>Another guess is that jumpgates are littered all over space, but that
>doesn't seem plausible.  They're difficult to build (or at least expensive
>and time-consuming, as indicated in that same episode) so you really
>wouldn't bother leaving one out in the middle of nowhere if it wasn't
>going to be used.
>
>So, does anyone have any other guesses?

   Who says jump gates are one way?  If you think of a jump gate as a
device that opens a "tunnel" to another part of space for you to enter,
then all you have to do is arrange for a return jump tube to open at a
certain time and place before you go, and be at the other end of that
tunnel at a pre-set time and off you go when it opens up.
   Ok so you have to travel "through" hyperspace you say... the gate cannot
keep the tunnel open for your entire trip.  But it does not have to.  Once
you are in hyperspace, close up.  Open up when you get near.
   It would be easier to to think of a jump gate as just a way of entering
or exiting hyperspace at the location of the gate, but it might as well
create an opening at some other place in real space?  Then you could create
a system of regular jump gate openings at certain places, and then one
would have to worry about scheduling and all that.
   This would explain how alien forces can jump in to attack a world
without a gate of their own there.  (Of course the 'ship has its own gate'
is just as valid.)
   I like the explanation that ships can jump, but just less efficiently,
so let a jump gate do the work for the trip out. 

Craig Wyllie

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 22:51:09 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Minbari Culture.

<IO21173@MAINE.MAINE.EDU> writes:
>>So, does the EA know that the Minbari have tractor beam technology?  It's
>>been said that the EA doesn't have it.

   The Minbari have graviton generators.  The EA and Centauri and Narn do
not.  Who knows about the Vorlons and their organic art/science hybrid
technology.

>>Was anyone else disappointed that "Sky" did't show any EA capitol ships
>>in battle (even if they were cannon fodder, like the StarFuries).  While
>>watching lots of StarFuries is nice, I was hoping to see other EA
>>designs.

   I was disappointed by this as well, but the point of the episode was not
to show the entire Battle of the Line, but only that which was important to
Commander Sinclair.  I've heard there is a 3 squadron battle in "Signs and
Portents" which lasts for the better part of an act and a half.  This is
about 15 minutes!

>I didn't think about it that much while watching sky, but yes, I did
>wonder where the EA capitol ships were.  They could build Babylon 5 but
>not a cruiser?
>
>Hopefully, one will show up in a later episode.
>>I *really* liked the design of the Minbari fighter, though.

   You will see EA capitol ships later this season.  There will be at least
2 Spacecraft Carriers as well as the Ipsha Battleglobe.

   I think the Battleglobe will be in the first episode after the reruns
entitled "Deathwalker".

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 07:37:03 GMT
From: Jeric@cup.portal.com (J Eric Chard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] Jumpgate Technology?

>Large Exploration Vessels, Spacecraft Carriers and Battle Cruiser have
>their own Jumpgate technology that is both bulky and expensive and
>expensive to use (in terms of energy).  If you have to "jump" with one of
>these you can.  Smaller ships have to use the gates or use a gate created
>by a larger ship.

If JMS would simply decree that to establish a jumpgate requires a certain
MASS in a ship, this whole argument could be made moot.

OTOH, that would limit future plots. <sigh> Glad it's not MY universe.  :^)

Jeric@cup.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 18:57:07 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: [B5] Jumpgate Technology?

eglover@pinyon.libre.com (Eugene Glover) writes:
>...and why bother arriving at a gate?  If the "sending gate" is capable of
>dropping you off at any point, even if a gate isn't located there, why
>wouldn't the ships arriving at B5 materialize in a controlled empty
>section of space next to the jumpgate...  that could allow simultaneous
>departures and arrivals...

   You can only go from gate to gate unless you have your own gate
technology on board.

>If we assume that perhaps it's more economical to depart and arrive in a
>gate, how do the various gates coordinate incomming traffic?  What's to
>stop two ships one at the Centauri homeword and one at Narn from sending
>two ships to the same destination at the same time?

   It's probably all computer controlled.  Why don't 2 planes try to touch
down on the same runway at the same time?

>If you can control arrivals at the gate, why was the Vorlon battlefleet a
>suprise (as best I can remember) in The Gathering?  If it wasn't a
>suprise, why didn't they just prevent/delay their arrival?

   The fleet was a surprise because they were expecting a transport to come
to take the Commander to the Vorlon homeworld.  It gave the same frequency
to C&C that Kosh's ship gave, so it was assumed to be the transport.  By
the time they realized it was a fleet it was too late.  Besides, to shut
down a gate is probably considered to be an act of war.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 20:44:12 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "And the Sky Full of Stars"

   This is another "defining" episode for B5.  This is the type of episode
that will distinguish B5 from Trek.  I was fairly impressed with this one.
The only real problem I had was that I wanted more.  This was probably
intentional.

I.   Acting
II.  Plot
III. Writing
IV.  Graphics and Special Effects
V.   Music and Sound
VI.  Sets and Costuming

I.   Sinclair:  Good.  I was pleased but not stunned by his acting.
                Given the difficult role, he made a pretty convincing
                effort.

     Ivanova :  Very Good.  Convincing as usual.  Didn't like the idea
                of the commander floating outside the station.

     Garibaldi: Very Good.  Not his usual jovial self.  Understandable
                considering the circumstances.  Nice that he isn't
                always trying to be funny.

     Franklin:  Good.  Didn't say too much, but fine nonetheless.

     Delenn:    Excellent.  Her eye movements are priceless.  Pretty
                important character it would seem now.

     Knight 1:  Excellent.  Didn't have very many lines but filled his
                roll quite well.

     Knight 2:  Excellent.  Great performance.  A truly commanding
                presence.  To bad his mind got fried.

     Overall:   8.25

II. The plot was great.  I liked the way the episode was carried through.
    My only complaint was that I wanted to know more about the Minbari and
    the Grey Council, I wanted to see more CGI etc..  This one raised TONS
    of questions: What were those triangles? Why was there a Grey Council
    member on the station?  Why does Sinclair have to die if he finds out
    what happened to him?  One thing I noticed: When Sinclair is roaming
    the corridors he sees two men talking about something fairly important.
    I wonder if this was significant?  I hope Sinclair follows up on the
    threads and tries to figure out what really happened to him.  Maybe
    Talia can help him in this regard...if he lets her.  The Minbari aren't
    nearly as benevolent seeming now that we've seen the destructive
    potential of their military and seeing them torture Sinclair.  There
    are no 2-dimensional races in B5.  It's definitely one of B5's greatest
    strengths right now.  In Trek Klingons are all "warriors" , the
    Romulans are "dishonorable"....  We've already seen G'Kar the nice guy,
    G'Kar the scheming bastard, the many sides of Londo Mollari and a few
    sides of Delenn.  I love it.  B5 just has to turn out a few more like
    "Sky" and the show will have a "bright" future.

    Overall:   9.5 (I was hoping to learn more)

III. The writing was good.

     Sinclair :  "All I could see was Mitchell and the rest...dying."

     Ivanova  :  "There are times Mr. Garibaldi when I'm glad I don't
                  have to think like you do."

     Delenn   :  "A topic for another time."

     Knight One: "The more I walk through his mind the more I'm convinced
                  he's hiding something.  We've got to break his grip on
                  reality; blur the lines..."

     Now for my science nitpick: If a starfury is flung from the station
                              by dropping it, so should a body.  The
                              gravity of the station is relatively minor.
                              The escape velocity has been calculated to
                              be around .2 m/s.  The body should have
                              been flung into space.  Harlan and Larry
                              were asleep at the switch on this one.

     Overall: 10-2=8 (I really wanted to give it a 10, but the science
                      error wounded me.)

IV. The CGI was excellent.  The detail was incredible.  It was nice to see
    the step-printing during some of the flashback sequences to give it
    that "removed" feeling.  Those Minbari beam weapons look nasty as do
    the cruisers and fighters.  The other effects were great as well.
    PPG's are so much cooler than hand-phasers it's not even funny.  As
    usual, I wanted more graphics.  I'm not going to rate it a 10 even
    though it's better than anything seen on TV before, simply because I
    expect more down the road.

    Overall: 9.5

V.  The music was INCREDIBLE.  "Requiem for the Line" was great.  I watched
    the scene over and over again just to hear the music sometimes not even
    looking at the graphics.  The rest of the music gave the episode that
    foreboding feeling that characterizes B5's story arc.  Something is
    rotten in the Earth Alliance...

    Overall: 10

VI. I was happy with the Grey Council, including the Grey Council member
    who spoke to Delenn at the end.  The sets were also neat.  The empty
    corridors and the silhouette of Sinclair really added to the mood of
    the episode.  The Cybernet machine was pretty nifty too.

    Overall: 9.5

    OVERALL: 54.75/6=9.1

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 14:43:13 GMT
From: keeper@cats.ucsc.edu (Ron O'Dell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "And the Sky Full of Stars"

benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn) writes:
>Now for my science nitpick:  If a starfury is flung from the station
>                            by dropping it, so should a body.  The
>                            gravity of the station is relatively minor.
>                            The escape velocity has been calculated to
>                            be around .2 m/s.  The body should have
>                            been flung into space.  Harlan and Larry
>                            were asleep at the switch on this one.
>
>    Overall: 10-2=8 (I really wanted to give it a 10, but the science
>                     error wounded me.)

It isn't a science error.  When someone recently posted an inflammatory
message saying that it was stupid to suggest a body would be floating
around the station, JMS posted an extended flame in return detailing the
sorts of people and calculations that went into it, to determine where a
body would go, and the answer was as is heard in the show: "not far."

A body certainly isn't going to be shoved out of the Starfury launch bays,
either.  More likely out the cargo bays and other low- or zero- gravity
areas to which the general public has access.  Remember also that a
Starfury, after being dropped, engages its engines.  A corpse has no
engines, so is bound to hang around - not necessarily against the hull,
but "not far."

Ron O'Dell
keeper@cats.ucsc.edu
keeper@armory.com
keeper@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	     Television - Robocop (3 msgs) & SeaQuest (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 01:38:51 GMT
From: scheetz@watson.bms.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ROBOCOP: What happened to Lewis?

 I know it's a nitpick, but that never stopped me before? Is there some
reason why the name was changed? It won't be a great loss if I hear
nothing. I was just curious.

Chris Scheetz
SCHEETZ@BMS.COM

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 16:35:54 GMT
From: mkogan@drunivac.drew.edu (Wort the Wonderous Wierdo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ROBOCOP: What happened to Lewis?

scheetz@sis.bms.com () writes:
>I know it's a nitpick, but that never stopped me before? Is there some
>reason why the name was changed? It won't be a great loss if I hear
>nothing. I was just curious.

The name was not changed. Lewis is dead!! She was killed by OCP agents in
ROBOCOP III. Shot while various times (almost firing squad style) while she
wasn't wearing her vest. If you're a Robocop fan, see the third movie. It
wasn't the best in the world, but it's worth renting.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 21:33:06 GMT
From: maryannmc@aol.com (MaryAnnMc)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robocop series question

The series pilot (2 hour movie) stinks.  It starts out with Robo already on
the force; the main plot is about Dr. Cray Mallardo, who is trying to sell
everyone on his "superbrain" computer that will control virtually the whole
city.  The only catch is that he needs a living brain to marry to his
electronics...  He tries street people, but they are too far gone to work.
Finally, he murders his secretary, and uses *her* brain.  By the end of the
movie, Mallardo is caught, and the computer free from his control, but the
girl remains part of the computer.  She is the hologram you see.  If I have
made any errors or omissions, someone please fill in the gaps.  As a
footnote, she appeared on one episode of Forever Knight as the ballerina
who was the last victim that Nick killed.

Thankfully, the first regular series episode is *much* better.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Mar 94 00:14:08 GMT
From: tweekco!1-5498%tardis@pacbell.pacbell.com (Ian Strulovitch     )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest

I just watched seaQuest for this first time last night. So I am lost on a
few things.

When exactly (year) is this story taking place? It does not seem so far
into the future as Star Trek and others do.

Also, the one I just saw, with the huge, glowing squid, at times seemed
more of a comedy than a sci-fi. Are all episodes like that?

------------------------------

Date: 13 Mar 94 08:07:13 GMT
From: wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest

1-5498%tardis@tweekco.uucp (Ian Strulovitch     ) writes:
> When exactly (year) is this story taking place? It does not seem so far
> into the future as Star Trek and others do.

seaQuest takes place around the year 2059.  It is not that far into the
future, but is based *SOMEWHAT* on today's technology, and possible future
technology.  (My favorite ref. was the mention of the INTERNEX in _Photon
Bullet_, a future version of the INTERNET (sort of)).

> Also, the one I just saw, with the huge, glowing squid, at times seemed
> more of a comedy than a sci-fi. Are all episodes like that?

That episode was an old rerun.  Seeing that again reminded me how much
seaQuest has gotten better over the season.  I must admit that that episode
was very bad (INHO, one of the worst), so most of the episode usually
aren't like that.  I'm aware that there are many people out there that will
disagree with me.

Wesley Chan
California Technology Project
Arcadia, CA
wchan@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 06:30:43 GMT
From: wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest

chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang) writes:
>seaQuest takes place around the year 2059.  It is not that far into the 

[stuff deleted]

> How do you arrive at that number?  According to the novels and all the
> references I can recall in the series, the year is 2018.  This is backed
> up by various references in the series to Lucas' and Bridger's ages, I
> believe.  Lucas does not remember, but Bridger does, things that happened
> around the turn of the century, for instance.  I do not remember which
> episode(s) contain the references, but I do remember that they agreed
> with the year being in the second decade of the 21st century.

Whoops!  My mistake.  seaQuest does take place around the year 2018. I
rechecked the pilot episode, and behold: 2018.  I think I got 2059 from a
article that I had read a couple months back.  Obviously, that article was
incorrect.  I can't think of the title off the top of my head right not.
But I stand corrected.

Wesley Chan
California Technology Project
Arcadia, CA
wchan@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 03:10:28 GMT
From: mlanthie@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Michael Lanthier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 03/19 seaQuest: misc. thoughts

   Before I talk about the episode itself, let me say that something
surprised me.  This is at least the 5th =straight= week that seaQuest is
on!  Now, I know virtually nothing about the TV business.  That being said,
I'm pretty sure that pre-empting a program every 2 or 3 weeks (like they
were doing in December and January) is not exactly a great way to build up
a loyal viewership.  Especially considering the disappointing ratings the
show has been getting.
   As for the episode itself...nghhh...ummmm.  Oh hell, it just plain
sucked!  Not a total piece of sh!t like the one with Shatner, but still
pretty bad.  I get the impression that this was written by a person with
little idea of what they were doing.  Too many holes in the plot.
Basically, the Secretary's goal was to snuff and/or coerce the other UEO
bigwigs, right?  So what was the point of the rich industrialist spending
wads of money to dig the tunnel for the vanishing room?  After all, towards
the end, the Secretary (can't remember the name 8) says she just wants the
UEO people to be found dead on the beach.  This just seems like a poorly
written plot.
   Another thing.  The Secretary wasn't terribly inconspicuous, was she?
When Bridger showed her the computer-generated doubles, her reaction was
rather noticeable.  She looked like she was having her spleen removed
without the benefit of anesthetics before recovering somewhat and shakily
answering: "That's...great."  Bridger, with his keen psycho-analytic
abilities, brilliantly deduces that she is hiding something!
   I also strongly objected to the "climax", which was reminiscent of
(shudder!) Star Trek.  "Well, even though there's about a dozen
highly-trained, experienced security officers here, I think I'll go down
there MYSELF!  Why?  Because my name is first in the credits!"  This part
really made me cringe!
   Another (minor) quibble.  When Darwin (may he burn in a lake of fire for
eternity) came back aboard the seaQuest, he was not wearing his harness.
It may have been removed, but the Doctor gives the impression that she is
the first to see him.
   In other words, a bad story.  This is par for the course as far as
seaQuest is concerned, but what really upset me is the absence of good
acting and character interaction that is the show's saving grace.  Scheider
was excellent, as usual.  Unfortunately, he didn't really have anyone to
spar with, except Lucas (briefly).  I loved that scene where he tells him
to "Beat it!"  The actress who played the Secretary didn't impress me much.
Admiral Noyce is just too...nice and friendly and familiar with Bridger.
   Sigh.  Not even any facial close-ups of Stacy Haiduk :(

mlanthie@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 06:43:39 GMT
From: wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest Last Lap of Lux., 3/19

Ahem!

*UNLIKE* some people, IMHO, I actually thought this episode was good.
However, it was aired out of sequence.  I understood the plot, and I
thought this episode was a cut above the rest.

Lucas today was hilarious!  That thing with the gum, the blown-up
synthesizer (speaking of that, did anyone else notice Lucas sticking a 3.5"
disk into the thing; you think that they'd have more advanced storage
medium 30 yrs. from now), Lucas poping up out of the dolphin tank when
Darwin was supposed to - I couldn't keep myself from cracking up!  Also, I
liked how they tied Lucas's gum thing with the "this is a different room
because of the gum not on the podium."  Also, this episode explained how
Noyce suddenly became Secretary-General of the UEO (The Stinger, Hide and
Seek).  They should've aired this episode before those two.

I also liked how they used President Chi again.  At least there is some
recurrence.  (Chi was in "Better than Martians" as the Montrayard
Confederation President.)

Finally, my last compliment was the little part about what the UEO was
about.  Excellent usage of computer graphics, and that part should have
been in the pilot episode.  Does anyone know where I can get the UEO
graphics, or any seaQuest video captures (or gifs, anything?)

Now for the "I don't get it parts":

1. The constitution: did the billionaire and the Sect-Gen expect the head
of states to sign the "amended constitution" and then release them?  Or if
they decided to kill them *AFTER* signing the doctored constitution,
wouldn't that seem a wee bit suspicious?

2. The blueprints: Bridger said that the hidden shaft was not on the
blueprints.  Yet, during a VidLink hookup with Ford, the shaft and the
conference room show up on a schematic as clear as day.  Surely SONAR or
the WSKRS on the seaQuest isn't advanced enough to create such a detailed
picture, nevertheless, have a schematic on how to get there via the air
ducts.

3.  How does a world organization like the UEO (or even the UN) declare
MARTIAL LAW for the entire world?  Doesn't that take *LOTS* of manpower and
warpower, which the UEO probably doesn't have?  What, use the "If you don't
obey us, we'll launch seaQuest's thermonuclear missles at you" threat?  I
also have to comment on the Sect-Gen's little role: I have to agree that
she sucked.

Well, since BROTHERS & SISTERS airs next week, seaQuest will be on for its
SIXTH consecutive week.  AMAZING!!!

Wesley Chan
California Technology Project
Arcadia, CA
wchan@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 13:35:07 GMT
From: drh4@po.cwru.edu (Dawn R. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest Last Lap of Lux., 3/19

I wholeheartedly agree that this episode of seaQuest was GREAT!!

It would have been nice if it had aired in the proper order - I've been
wondering when Noyce gave up his uniform. It's nice to have things
explained once in a while.

I was wondering how Lucas would get trapped with the world leaders.  I mean
politics really isn't his thing and like some people on the network here,
these guys are more likely than not going to tag him as just being an
annoying kid. The bubble gum stuff was hysterical.  I was wondering how
they were going to figure out it was a different room and using the gum was
ingenious. As was Lucas' music helping Darwin locate the missing room. Sec
Dre got more trouble than she bargained for when she invited him along.

I must admit I had my doubts about her throughout, but it wasn't until
Bridger suggested she was a traitor that it clicked. She was just a little
too friendly with EVERYONE to be believable. I could see her being chummy
with Noyce and maybe even Bridger, but Ford and Lucas???? It was nice to
see a little more of O'Niell this time around. He's kind of been the Lt.
Uhura/Lt. Yar of seaQuest.

The only thing I had a little trouble with was Bridger getting them out of
the shaft so fast. There was no way they could all have climbed back up
that duct. Especially when he slid most of the way down! Maybe he found the
secret entrance that Lamm used? And then just happened to know just how to
get back to the main resort????

It was also kind of funny to see Noyce about as eager to become UEO head as
Bridger was to come back into the service. I guess one good turn deserves
another!

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 14:55:14 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest Last Lap of Lux., 3/19

wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan) writes:
>*UNLIKE* some people, IMHO, I actually thought this episode was good.
>However, it was aired out of sequence.  I understood the plot, and I
>thought this episode was a cut above the rest.

I liked the episode too.  I agree with the people who say that the
character of the Secretary-General was not very well done, though.  I
thought it started out okay, but as soon as the rooms were switched, they
started trying way too hard to make the point that she was a traitor.

>Lucas today was hilarious!  

I agree.  I thought Bridger was also in rare form.  His U2-vs-Who
conversation with Noyce was great, as was his Charlie Tuna crack
(especially considering that Charlie Tuna probably hadn't been seen on TV
in 30 years).

I also agree they should have shown the episodes in order - Noyce's
mysterious (at the time) promotion to Secretary-General bugged me.  I'm not
sure I like how they promoted him.  Before, he was kind of torn between the
bureaucratic UEO and the anti-establishment Bridger Now he IS the
establishment, so I think some of that tension is gone.  Plus Bridger's own
battles with the UEO will become less interesting, now that the UEO is run
by his best friend.  I hope they don't over-use Noyce's new position by
making him the solution to all of the seaQuest's problems.

>I also liked how they used President Chi again.  At least there is some
>recurrence.  (Chi was in "Better than Martians" as the Montrayard
>Confederation President.)

I wish he had had a bigger role in this episode - he was on-screen a lot,
but didn't really do anything.  At least he was cast in a little better
light than in "Martians".  He was a (fairly) good guy in "Martians", but
the impression I got, anyway, was that he wasn't entirely in touch with
what was going on around him.

>Now for the "I don't get it parts":

>1. The constitution: 

This was the biggest problem with the plot that I saw.  It seems obvious
that once they were forced to sign the new constitution, they couldn't be
released.  It also seems doubtful to me that even had they signed the new
constitution, it would have taken effect - surely there would be procedures
spelled out for amending the constitution that would prevent a secret
closed-door session.

>2. The blueprints: 

This was the second-biggest problem, I think.  I have no answer for this
one - I very much suspect there is no good answer.  If that WAS the
original blueprint, I don't have much respect for the deductive powers of
Bridger, et al., not to notice the giant shaft directly under the
conference room.  Even without hearing the music from the bottom of the
shaft, I don't think it would be too hard to figure that one out.  He
already knew the room had been moved somewhere.

I think it would have been much more realistic for them to detect the music
coming from "somewhere" under the complex, assuming they know where the
conference room is, it wouldn't be too hard to guess that the music was
coming from beneath it.  If Bridger was going to crawl through the air
ducts, it would have been more interesting if he hadn't already been given
a road-map of where to go.

Did you see how THICK the ceiling of that room was?  Even if it was
SUPPOSED to be made of light-weight foamy material (as it obviously WAS),
I'm not sure I buy that Bridger and Lucas could communicate CLEARLY through
it.  And if Bridger's little laser-torch was cutting all the way through
it, why didn't we see it coming out the other side?

Finally, it seemed like Bridger and the other leaders made it back to the
"surface" awfully quick.  Unless huge chunks of the press conference were
skipped, it doesn't seem like more than a few minutes passed on the main
level before they reappeared.  Surely it would have taken longer than that
for Bridger to find them, cut the hole, pull all of them out of the room,
and then find the way back up.

>3.  How does a world organization like the UEO (or even the UN) declare
>MARTIAL LAW for the entire world?

Did they declare martial law for the entire world?  All I heard was "The
UEO is now under martial law."  I took that to mean that the normal
(civilian) control of the _UEO_ (not the entire world) had been suspended
and the Secretary-General had assumed control.  I think this is another
case of them over-stressing the fact that she was a traitor.  In my
opinion, it would have been enough for her to show discomfort at Bridger's
apparent "good news" (although more subtly than she did), and for the
general in Washington to contradict her claims about the other
confederations going on military alert.  If that isn't enough to give
someone the idea that something is amiss, too bad.

All in all, I liked the episode.  Even with its flaws, it was a pleasant
break from the "madman-takes-over-seaQuest" and "seaQuest-rescues-someone"
trend.

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	   Television - SeaQuest (2 msgs) & Star Trek (3 msgs) &
                        The Prisoner & X-Files & Red Dwarf (2 msgs) &
                        Fantastic Journey (3 msgs) & Model By Day &
                        Deep Red

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 15:53:49 GMT
From: KGARRISO@ua1vm.ua.edu (Karen Garrison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest 3/19 "Last Lap of Luxury"

Overall, I thought this episode was great; definitely among the better
episodes of the season.  Admittedly, there were some problems, but I found
them minor and no worse than problems that other sci fi shows seem to have
at times.  I think that the worst one was the blueprint problem that has
already been pointed out.  And they did get up to the surface awfully fast
but I am sure that the press conference was longer and more involved than
what it appeared to be.  After all, I'm sure Dre made comments about the
"tragedy" and so forth.  Plus, you know those construction workers had to
have some type of lift to get in and out of the place!  Of course there was
a way in and out, and since there was no more danger after they were all
out of the room, they had time to look for it.
 
The episode was strong in both acting and relationships, even though one
poster has claimed the opposite!  The Noyce-Bridger rapport at the
beginning was very nicely done; well acted, well scripted and it flowed
well. The humor was mostly subtle, except for Lucas' behavior, which was
quite funny and most believeable.  Lucas has turned out to be the
"anti-Wesley" on this show.  Can you imagine Wes going to a Starfleet
briefing and blowing a bubble?  Picard would have vaporized him on the
spot!  The relationship between Lucas and Bridger continues to be strong -
Bridger's embarrassed reaction when Lucas pops up instead of Darwin was
great, as was his irritable "Beat it!"  Also, it was almost out of screen
range, but if you notice, Lucas turns to go with this great big roll of his
eyes ceilingward...nice touch.  O'Neill was used nicely in this episode,
though I missed seeing Krieg more and Ortiz not at all.  Even Darwin was
used well in this episode.
 
Best lines: The Charlie the Tuna line was great from Bridger.  Noyce's line
at the end about the Dave Clark Five was a killer.  How many of YOU
actually remember the Dave Clark Five?  I do!  Lucas' line about "It sounds
like going shopping with your parents" is a classic, but Dre wins them all
with this quip - "Nathan, you look gorgeous!  I see they've got you wearing
shoes again!"
 
It's nice to have Noyce's promotion explained.  I don't think there will be
a problem with Noyce heading the UEO.  I think Nathan will dress him down
as necessary, and will still fight it out with Noyce over what he thinks is
right.  Heck, Nathan will feel MORE free to rag Noyce if necessary.
 
And about Dre having to kill the hostages after the new constitution was
signed...she probably would have drowned them anyhow.  She just couldn't
come out and kill them for all the world to see, so she had to have the
plan for them to drown.  Nathan having them computer imaged on the seaQuest
(nice move) gave her an extra excuse, but I am certain that she would have
had a primary plan where their absences were explained and also their
deaths.  We just didn't get to see that plan because Nathan intervened.
 
Nice to see continuity with President Chi - good touch.
 
I think that this episode should convince people that seaQuest has
potential and that it deserves its shot at a second season.  It is
attracting quality guest stars and the plots are slowly improving.
 
Karen

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 03:50:28 GMT
From: maestro@crl.com (Sean Peisert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 3/19 "Last Lap of Luxury"

I also thought it was a superb episode with the minor flaw of the
overplaying of the role by the Sec.Gen. especially when she "accidentally"
made an enormous error and created the huge awkward scene w/Bridger and
Noyce.

And, like Star Trek, there are certain things that if you analyze too long,
it makes your head hurt.  (i.e what happens if Q2 removes Q from the time
line?, and they're both omnipotent, huh?)

I, unlike many others of you, LIKE Darwin and am not tired of him saving
things.  I like the continued occurrence of new things which COULD possibly
occur unlike Trek.  Such as the underwater city, the laser gun, etc.. Keep
it up, Spielberg!

maestro@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 06:07:02 GMT
From: duhthinker@aol.com (DuhThinker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wesley Crusher in ST:Voyager?

   After reading the previews/rumors for ST:Voyager, I was ruminating when
I saw the preview for next week's ST:NG episode.  Apparently, Wesley
Crusher defies Star Fleet and will undoubtibly disgrace himself as an
officer.  Could this be the disgraced Star Fleet Officer assigned to the
USS Voyager?  More after I see the episode next week unless someone else
writes before I do.

duhthinker@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 14:26:51 GMT
From: APICCIAN@aba.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deep Space 9

>A lot of you defend ST:DS9 as a good show. 

Iris said this when she was discussing DS9 and her view that it is not a
very good show.

I have seen a number of episodes and feel that it has improved slightly.
The writers have tried to develop the Major and Odo's characters. The
episode where Odo meets Troy's mother is interesting. You get to see a side
to each that you normally would not. I don't have much use for the rest of
the cast. I liked Sisko better when he was Hawk on Spencer For Hire. Dax is
DULL. A poor imitation of the required logical alien. The best part of DS9
is the opening sequence.

Has anyone heard anything about the next ST:TNG spin off?

Adelyn

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 01:12:57 GMT
From: larocqu@gaul.csd.uwo.ca (John P. LaRocque)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DS9: John "Baltar" Colicos in "Blood Oath"

I just finished watching "Blood Oath", and although I missed the opening
credits, I was *damned* sure that John Colicos aka Commandor Kor of Classic
Trek aka Count Baltar - played one of our three happy Klingons (and
thankfully survived the episode).  I am also sure that the Klingon Kane was
played by the character who played Kane on Buck Rogers of the 25th Century.

Anybody else notice this?

John P. LaRocque

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 13:39:36 GMT
From: BART@info.hwwilson.com ("BART LIDOFSKY")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Prisoner

   I have two beliefs about the Prisoner.  First of all, #6's (who was
clearly Drake in everything but licensing) reason for resigning and not
telling seems to be abundantly clear.  There is no way of telling which
"side" the rulers of the Village are on.  As a secret agent, #6 had
realized that there was no way of telling which "side" his own people were
on; both sides were pretty much the same.  So he resigned.  "If you gotta
ask, you'll never know", so to speak, was his philosophy.

   The second is that, throughout the series, the Village was trying to
destroy #6's individuality.  My belief is that in the last episode, they
realized that they could not change him, so they destroyed his
individuality by changing THEMSELVES, and all becoming just like him.  When
he realized that they had succeeded, he went crazy.

Bart

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 15:07:58 GMT
From: debbrown@delphi.com (Deborah Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X Files 3/29 - WATCH THIS SHOW!!

I wanted to alert you all that there is a special airing of The X Files on
Tuesday night at 9PM on the Fox Network.  It's a repeat of the episode
titled "Fallen Angel", which is considered to be one of the best episodes
to date (that IS one of he best - there are many :).
 
In case anyone reading this hasn't seen it yet, this is a perfect
opportunity to check it out, as there is also a new episode airing in its
normal Friday 8PM time slot.  Great news for those of us who can't get
enough X Files in a week. :-)
 
Check it out and see what people are talking about!  I think you will like
it a lot, it's spooky, but a FUN kind of spooky. ;-D
 
Debbie Brown
debbrown@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 00:03:00 GMT
From: andrew.bartmess@cccbbs.cincinnati.oh.us (Andrew Bartmess)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Red Dwarf

We get "The boys from the Dwarf" off of our PBS channel here in
Cincinnati...love the stuff!  How many seasons were made, and are they
still in production?

STARLOG magazine had an article that reported there was an AMERICAN
cross-over pilot made, with the only duplicate actor being the fellow who
plays KryTen.  (Can you imagine someone actually spending the $$$ to do
that?  It's a fantastic show in its own right, but with American
actors...the mind BOGGLES!)

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 05:06:29 GMT
From: cliff@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Cliff K Chen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Red Dwarf

andrew.bartmess@cccbbs.cincinnati.oh.us (Andrew Bartmess)  writes:
>We get "The boys from the Dwarf" off of our PBS channel here in
>Cincinnati...love the stuff!  How many seasons were made, and are they
>still in production?

   Yes, the show is still in production, but rumour has it that
Grant/Naylor claim to have run out of ideas and are planning to make the
next season (7) the final one.

>STARLOG magazine had an article that reported there was an AMERICAN
>cross-over pilot made, with the only duplicate actor being the fellow who
>plays KryTen.  (Can you imagine someone actually spending the $$$ to do
>that?  It's a fantastic show in its own right, but with American
>actors...the mind BOGGLES!)

   Not really, it's actually quite simple to imagine...it would SUCK.  Most
of the jokes are carried by the uniquely British style of humour.  Trying
to do it with American actors would make it ridiculous.  I mean, take
Lister.  The sheer thought of a Lister character minus the outrageous
accent is blasphemy.
   Not to mention the slightly sexual connotations of phrases, etc..  I'm
sure that NBC would have gotten away with "Smeg!" for about 3 weeks until
some parent found out where it comes from and started some major campaign.
   Oh, and how's this: the US production company who produced the pilot
episode...well, let's just say that they cast Cat as a female.  (Terry
Farrell, by the way.)  Hello!  Talk about ruining a major plot element.
   But enough of the tirade.  I mean, the total failure of the pilot
episode is evidence enough.
   I'm not putting down US sitcoms or anything, I like a few.  But when it
comes to stuff like Red Dwarf, let the Brits handle it.  They do it far
better than we do.

Cliff Chen
cliff@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 23:46:18 GMT
From: kellysa@snagglepuss.engin.umich.edu (Shad Alan Kelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Anyone Remember This Show?

Well, I know this is a long shot, but this is the group to ask "Does anyone
remember this weird sci-fi TV show?". OK. I vaguely recall a tv show about
a family trapped? in the Bermuda Triangle. Maybe they were transported
Elsewhere. The only other clue that I can remember is that some guy on the
show had something that looked like a tuning fork, and it glowed. I don't
know what inspired the recall for this show, but I would like to know more
about it. I seemed to like it when I was about six. Thanks.

Shad A. Kelly
Aerospace Engineering
U- Michigan
kellysa@engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 01:08:39 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Anyone Remember This Show?

kellysa@snagglepuss.engin.umich.edu (Shad Alan Kelly) writes:
> Well, I know this is a long shot, but this is the group to ask "Does
> anyone remember this weird sci-fi TV show?". OK. I vaguely recall a tv
> show about a family trapped? in the Bermuda Triangle. Maybe they were
> transported Elsewhere. The only other clue that I can remember is that
> some guy on the show had something that looked like a tuning fork, and it
> glowed. I don't know what inspired the recall for this show, but I would
> like to know more about it. I seemed to like it when I was about six.

"FANTASTIC VOYAGE."  I know that Dorothy C. Fontana had some involvement
with it, and that Jared Martin, Katie Saylor, and Roddy MacDowell had parts
in it.
 
All that I really remember is that there was an island in the Bermuda
Triangle that wasn't really there; it was somewhere elseWHEN, and had
connections to that area through many eras.  So the island had pirates,
indians, German sub crews, people from the future, and the viewpoint
characters from the XXth century....and anything else that might have been
lost in the area in thousands of years.  Once you were ON the island, you
couldn't get OFF...

Jared Martin was the man from the future with the magic crystal tuning
fork.
 
It got rotten ratings, because it wasn't carried in many markets.  In
middle California, if you couldn't get a San Francisco station, you
couldn't see it.
 
The pilot movie is re-shown as an early-morning TV-movie on UHF stations
occasionally.  Watch for it, and it'll show up sooner or later.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 03:58:01 GMT
From: gwrepmary@aol.com (GWRepMary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Anyone Remember This Show?

>"FANTASTIC VOYAGE." 

Fantastic _JOURNEY_.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 16:39:11 GMT
From: cschanck@access.digex.net (C.R.S. Schanck)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hey did anyone see Model by Day?

George Mathew <batman@bu.edu> wrote:
>I just saw the first half of Model by Day and was totally surprised at the
>production job they did.  I did not get to see the second hour, and was
>wondering if anyone saw it, and if so, liked it.

Much to our embarrassment my wife and I watched most of this.  It was so
bad it was amazing to see anyone connected with it let their names be put
in the credits.  For this disaster, people shouldn't get credits, they
should have to take responsibility!

Fox spent a fair amount of money on the sets, but the acting sucked,
dialogue was bad, plot laughable, arghhhhhh!

I commented to my wife I felt like I was watching some Fox executive's wet
dream.

And the martial arts was horrendous (this from someone with 10+ years a
practitioner, who is admittedly easily offended by cheesy fight scenes on
TV).

>>PS.  That was one HOT, MEAN woman!!!

Really?  I kept thinking that with that skimpy crimefighting costume on,
and everyone else running around in middleweight jackets, she had to be
freezing.

Sheeeeoooow, what a stinker.

Chris
cschanck@access.digex.net

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 16:21:00 GMT
From: ENGMJA@engensvr.ltec.com ("Aylor, Mark")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deep Red

O.K. I haven't seen any postings on this yet (I'm not sure if this
qualifies as TV or movies being a made for TV movie). Didn't anyone else
see the Sci-Fi Channel's original movie Deep Red?

Well, I did and for a made for TV movie, it was excellent. The Sci-Fi
channel is finally doing what I thought it should have been doing. Making
_GOOD_ Sci-Fi stuff. Now all I need is a few more good movies and a good
series from them and I will never turn it off.

*** WARNING! WARNING! MAJOR SPOILERS FOLLOW! ***

Anyway, the opening sequence of the movie was rather shocking. Starting
with this nice space battle (O.K. chase). The only thing I didn't
understand is why Earth's multiple tracking systems didn't pick it up. Then
you realize that the ships were tiny! Great! What a fake out!

But it did bring up interesting questions. Where were these two ships from?
Were they from the same race of people? Why was one chasing the other?
Etc..

Well the scientists that work with them describe them near as I can tell as
"nanobots" (nanoscopic organic machines that could perform any number of
functions). These nanobots seem to have agreed with the human system and
proceed to start fixing things in the human body. Everything! Repairing to
peak operation. Once the Reds, as they are called (how they figured out
they were red is beyond me), are in your system, you are practically
invulnerable. Bullets don't kill you, drowning will only stop you until the
reds can get you going again. The only thing that can hurt is fire. The
Reds give you limited control over your body allowing you to change shape
for a limited period of time (boy do I feel cheated. This is pretty much
the premise of the new book I was working on. Bummer.).

Well that pretty much sums up the Sci-Fi part. I won't go into the plot
details, but the rest is pretty much a mystery/thriller. The acting is
good.  The plot is good. The special effects though not many were good. The
tension was good. All in all, this is a movie I will watch again!

If you have not seen Deep Red, see it! The Sci-Fi channel will probably
show it again.

Mark Aylor
engmja@engensvr.ltec.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	  Television - Power Rangers & Tomorrow People (13 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 17:54:44 GMT
From: eglover@pinyon.libre.com (Eugene Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mighty Morphin' Power Rangers (Really)

I just saw information coming out of the recent toy fair indicating that
there are going to be changes coming up with MMPR, specifically, it looks
like they are out of stock footage from the Japanese Dinosaur Sentai
Zyuranger on which it was pieced together.

They'll be switching over to footage from Go Sei Sentai Dairanger, which
ran (mostly) during 1993.  Of course, the robots ('scuse me: Zords) are
different and the costumes, and their powers...

Eugene Glover
Phoenix, Arizona, USA
eglover@libre.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 19:47:44 GMT
From: akomins@ellis.uchicago.edu (arin komins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People Group

quantum@zebra.cs.jhu.edu (Ariel Halpern) writes:
>I have a question about the old Tomorrow People that I keep forgetting to
>ask.  On the show, they said quite often that Earth (and some other
>planets) were closed worlds.  I used to know what that meant, but now I
>can't remember. It seems that it means that aliens weren't permitted on
>Earth...but the evil ones did it anyway. Is that right?

Basically, it meant the the world in question had not developed enough
either 1) technologically or 2) mentally (still are immature idiots).

And the evil ones did it anyway...though I always wondered why the TP were
allowed to go gallivanting around the galaxy if the rest of the world ws
not.  It can't simply be because they are TP, because there are other
nonTP visitors to other worlds as well.

Another question that I always had was how did the Romans get back in time
in the episode "A Rift in Time".  For in order for them to do this, then
they had to have already existed...but we know that they did not, 'cause
the present of the TP was altered when the past changed...so how did Gaius
and the other future Romans already exist?

Arin
akomins@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 22:09:07 GMT
From: durantdr@rufus.demon.co.uk (Dave Durant)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New TP:Monsoon Man

gberigan@cse.unl.edu writes:
>wendy44@delphi.com (Wendy) writes:
>>Now, in defense of Megabyte and Ami following the lady in the cab instead
>>of jaunting.... 1) The original TPs didn't 'port on their own, TIM did it
>>for them.  They could afford to have their concentration elsewhere.
>>Unlike the new TPs who actually have to do the 'porting themselves.
>
>I don't remember this.  Indeed, I distinctly remember them saying that
>they can jaunt small distances by themselves, but that they needed the
>belts (later wristbands) to extend their range.  Then you had the Trig
>with their lightyear-distances transporters.  I don't recall them thinking
>to Tim every time they wanted to jaunt except in special circumstances
>like half-jaunts into hyperspace.

I remember it being that they could jaunt any distence by themselves but
could only *aim* for quite short distence, maybe a few miles. For longer
jumps they needed Tim so they didn't jaunt into a wall or something.

>>3) The new 'porting is definitely more noticeable than the old.  Megabyte
>>and Ami would have been a little conspicious jaunting up and down the
>>street with those flashes of light telling the world where they are.
>
>The original jaunting had lots of flashing too.  My memory is quite fuzzy,
>and I don't know if the jaunting effect changed later to something more
>discreet, like how they no-longer had to actually speak when they used
>their telepathy.

I remember the old jaunting as them just fading out and then back in again.

>>The scene I had the most problem with was Ami teleporting Adam and
>>Megabyte from the building.  It took both of them to 'port her, but she
>>was able to 'port them without considerable trouble or help.
>
>I missed this first time you mentioned, but that didn't seem to be
>"considerable trouble" with all the telekinetic effects going on around
>her.  Perhaps they've been practicing this ability.

In the old one they had *terrible* trouble trying to get anything other
than themselves and a minimal of handheld stuff through hyperspace.

Never having seen any of the new series can someone post what powers the
new TP's have. I remeber the ones in the old series having : jaunting,
healing, telepathy, erm that's about it. But what else do you need ? Got to
admit telekinesis would be nice !! *8-)

Dave Durant
durantdr@rufus.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 22:25:53 GMT
From: quantum@whatever.cs.jhu.edu (Ariel Halpern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People Group

akomins@midway.uchicago.edu writes:
>Another question that I always had was how did the Romans get back in time
>in the episode "A Rift in Time".  For in order for them to do this, then
>they had to have already existed...but we know that they did not, 'cause
>the present of the TP was altered when the past changed...so how did Gaius
>and the other future Romans already exist?

I hate to say this, but I think your post confused me more than I was
originally confused.  I haven't seen "A Rift In Time" for a while, but I
don't remember any problems with it...unless it was Gaius (was he the
leader?) that was in the future...he certainly didn't age at all.

Ari Halpern
Johns Hopkins University
quantum@cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 23:19:13 GMT
From: wendy44@delphi.com (Wendy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People Group

Closed world - Yes, it meant that no one could interfer with Earth (or the
other closed planets).  Aliens weren't allowed anywhere within a certain
distance of the planet.
 
In War of the Empires (Jan 29, 1979 - Feb 19, 1979) two races, the Sorsons
and the Thargons, decide that Earth is a good place for a military outpost.
They both try to settle on the planet, but the Tomorrow People end up
keeping them away.  Also in Achilles Heel (Oct 23, '78 - Oct 30 '78) aliens
try to come to earth to mine a certain mineral from it... but they too are
driven off.  So, I guess you could say the evil ones come to the planet
despite the restriction.  Only, I don't know if one could really consider
either of those groups evil.
 
Wendy

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 01:28:32 GMT
From: av195@yfn.ysu.edu (Jay Piette)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People Group

Well, I think the explanation for this one is this: Gaius is an alien with
technology that cannot be explained by Earth people...

He is probably some sort of shape-changer that can make himself look young
in the future...

Also, the Romans COULD still go back in time because they had not been done
away with yet by the TP. See, when the TP destroyed the machine, the Roman
soldiers disappeared. It all has to do with time flow and paradoxes and
weird things like that. Continuity IS usually a problem in time travel
stories (Back to the Future trilogy).

Hope I helped!

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 00:13:00 GMT
From: wendy44@delphi.com (Wendy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow people

Cassie Noble <k93cn01@HOBBES.KZOO.EDU> writes:
>Hell, not even the show itself wants to mention the old series, which bugs
>the hell out of me.  Where's TIM?  Why didn't the old tomorrow people
>detect the presence of the spaceship?  Why are none of them around in
>anticipation of more break outs?  Considering the two series were written
>by the same guy, you would think this problem would at least get a token
>amount of attention.
 
You know, a friend and I were discussing the same problems.  Basically, we
arrived at some hypotheses... doubt the writers had any of this is mind,
but at least it answers some questions.  1) The Galatic Fed needed the old
Tomorrow People in another part of the galaxy for another reason.  Not too
hard to believe, as the old TPs were forever getting sent to other planets.
2) They shut down (or took back) Tim for the duration.  3) They planted the
ship, and made it look incredibly ancient, to help any new TPs.  4) Because
Earth is a closed planet, and the Fed is diverted, there are no aliens,
etc. around to explain about the Fed to the New TPs.
 
What do you think?
 
Wendy

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 13:43:23 GMT
From: stile@okcforum.osrhe.edu (Howard Wilson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New TP:Monsoon Man

Wendy (wendy44@delphi.com) wrote:
>Actually, the tally is now up to two characters and a power.... soon to be
>three characters.  The writers have no intention of *ever* mentioning
>Adam's healing power again.  They are going to 'quietly forget about it.'
>Kevin is gone, Lisa is gone, and soon the Turtle Man is going to
>disappear.  

Some reactions: Adam's healing.  Never existed.  They all had it, and it
seems to have been a bastard form of sub-molecular reincarnation.  They may
or may not have decided to scrub it, but it wasn't exclusive either way.
Kevin gone.  Only proof that there is a God.  Turtle Man.  Sorry, seeing
episodes over the course of a month kills my memory.  Who the Hell is
Turtle Man?
  
>Now, in defense of Megabyte and Ami following the lady in the cab instead
>of jaunting.... 1) The original TPs didn't 'port on their own, TIM did it
>for them.  They could afford to have their concentration elsewhere.
>Unlike the new TPs who actually have to do the 'porting themselves.  2) It
>doesn't look as though the new 'porting is as quick as the old one.  3)
>The new 'porting is definitely more noticeable than the old.  Megabyte and
>Ami would have been a little conspicious jaunting up and down the street
>with those flashes of light telling the world where they are.

One of us needs a refresher course on the TP..and it's you.

The tomorrow people have the power to teleport/jaunt.  The belts (and later
the wrist bands) were merely "power extenders" that let them go FARTHER.
Similar to the matter transmitters they would slap on a Sap to take him/her
somewhere.  Tim had nothing, nothing whatsoever to do with it.  Also, the
old TP made more light when they teleported.  It took John awhile to figure
out how to dampen the effect (see The Blue and the Green).  As far as
speed, that will always seem that way, as TV cannot show something "in a
fraction of a microsecond", as Tim said.

stile@okcforum.osrhe.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 23:37:29 GMT
From: wendy44@delphi.com (Wendy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New TP:Monsoon Man

Then why were the TPs always saying "Tim, jaunt me here" "Tim, jaunt here
there" etc..  I remember several instances when John (or one of the others)
made some reference to another TP being *unable* to teleport because they
weren't wearing the band/belt.  They either couldn't or wouldn't teleport
on their own once they got those bands on the their bodies.  They were
always asking Tim to jaunt them places, etc..
 
Now, Turtle Man... he shows up in only a couple of scenes in the new
Tomorrow People movie.  Supposedly he's supposed to be the 'master
teleporter'...with a character that was going to develop over time.  If you
recall in the movie, in the background of some scenes is a guy walking a
turtle... that's him.  I guess Nick has decided to scrap him and Kristian
Schmid (Adam) is against the idea.  He wants everyone to write in and tell
Nick to keep the Turtle Man.

Wendy

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 13:25:53 GMT
From: imcc@cs.strath.ac.uk (Iain McCord)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New TP:Monsoon Man

stile@okcforum.osrhe.edu (Howard Wilson) writes:
> Some reactions: Adam's healing.  Never existed.  They all had it, and it
> seems to have been a bastard form of sub-molecular reincarnation.  

  I seem to remember that he only used it on the ship, so he can't do it by
himself.

Iain McCord

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 00:56:57 GMT
From: wendy44@delphi.com (Wendy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New TP:Monsoon Man

I remember several instances in the old TP, one of which was in The Lost
Gods, where, in this case, Mike had lost his jaunting band and John said
that because Mike wasn't wearing it, he therefore could not have jaunted to
wherever it was he went.
 
About Ami teleporting Megabyte and Adam, I did say *without* considerable
trouble.  There was a lot of power overflow, but it didn't look like that
act was particularly difficult.  Maybe they have been practicing. :) Who
knows.
 
In the TP Movie, Adam used in healing power once in the ship, and once out
in the open to resurrect Jones - who had fallen off the building.  By
conclusion, he therefore did not need the ship to use the power.  Not that
it matters anymore, because the power has been forgotten about.
 
Wendy

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 19:26:32 GMT
From: kat@welkin.apana.org.au (Kathryn Andersen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow people

>Cassie Noble <k93cn01@HOBBES.KZOO.EDU> writes:
>1) The Galatic Fed needed the old Tomorrow People in another part of the
>galaxy for another reason.  Not too hard to believe, as the old TPs were
>forever getting sent to other planets.  2) They shut down (or took back)
>Tim for the duration.  3) They planted the ship, and made it look
>incredibly ancient, to help any new TPs.  4) Because Earth is a closed
>planet, and the Fed is diverted, there are no aliens, etc. around to
>explain about the Fed to the New TPs.

Yes, if you wanted to bend over backwards to reconcile the old and the new
series, this is what you would have to do.  But I don't think that is the
intent.  The new series is NOT a continuation and was never meant to be a
continuation.  It is a remake, really.  A different series based upon the
same premise (and generating its own continuity errors rather than adding
to the old ones - did you know that the old series, for example, has two
different versions of who Hitler was - in Hitler's Last Secret (a truly
awful story) he was a shape-changing alien, but in an earlier episode there
is an offhand remark that Hitler was a confidence-trickster from the
future).

Both series are tacky, but I like 'em.

Kathryn Andersen
kat@welkin.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 00:03:27 GMT
From: av195@yfn.ysu.edu (Jay Piette)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New TP:Monsoon Man

The instance in the Lost Gods that you are referring to went like this:
John could not directly janut to Mike because without the bracelet Tim
could not get a fix on Mike...

Jay

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 07:19:14 GMT
From: lalibr@isaac.its.rpi.edu (Vivs Laliberte (Scott))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People question

SPOILERS

As per request:  Synopsis of Revenge of Jedikiah.  

  Stephen's parapsychologist friend (Prof Causton(sp?) is off in Egypt,
helping a friend to explore a newly discovered pyramid.  This female Dr.
(name escapes) is killed, and her form taken over by Jedikiah.
  Stephen being the Tomorrow Person that he was most familiar with,
Jedikiah takes on Stephen's form, and begins working with a side-show
magician, and winds up on Television.  There he is seen by Tyso's sister.

  Having been informed of this, Stephen and Tyso take a break from Tyso's
training, to go and ask Tim if he might have recorded the show.  He says
no, but they soon figure out that since the magician was the best act on
the show, that he would return the following week.  Since the episode is
being filmed that day, the two jaunt off to the TV studio to watch the
taping.

  They watch the act, and duck out and hide when Tricia is spotted entering
the studio.

  Tyso follows "Stephen" while Stephen trails Tricia.  Tyso get's spotted
spying on Jedikiah, and covers his tracks (poorly!) by asking for an
autograph, which is signed Stephen Jameson.  He ducks out just in time to
miss Tricia comming in to talk to "Stephen."
  
  Although this "Stephen" pretends not to know her, he agrees to go back to
talk to Col. Masters with Tricia, and she surprisedly accepts.  Upon
arriving however, Stephen produces a gun, and kills Col Masters.

  A lot of wasted time then comes into play (probably the reason most of
the future stories were only 2 episodes!)

  The main gist of it is no one is quite sure who is Jedikiah. (He takes on
the forms of Tyso's Sister, one of Tricia's men, Professor Causton, and a
few others).  In the end, Timus, John and Elizabeth(?) are shot by Tricia's
men, and Stephen and Tyso are captured by Jedikiah.

 Tikno shows up, Jedikiah claims that he has no authority on a closed
world, and Tikno tells him that the Tomorow People have been admitted to
the Galactic Federation (the Trig appears to be the ruling body of the
Fed), and as such the Earth is no longer a closed world, and he does have
authority. (This is later called into question).  He takes away Jedikiah's
powers, and leaves him on Earth amongst the people he so hates.

  Hope that helps you follow it.  Sorry I lost the level of detail in
there, but it gets pretty twisted and involved, and nothing much useful
happens, except they give a brief explanation of the Tomorrow People's
ability to restructure matter via advanced telekinesis.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 1 Apr 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 226

Today's Topics:

             Administrivia - New Editorial Policies,
	     Television - Batman & Upcoming Television Shows &
                          Snow Seven and The White Dwarfs

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Fri, 1 Apr 94 08:15:45 EST
From: sfl@sflovers.org (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Administrivia

Well, it had to happen eventually... the rising costs of producing
SF-Lovers Digest have been continually rising over the last few years.  My
phone bill alone is over $100 a week.  Several years ago, I had to increase
subscription fees and I've been trying hard not to do that again.  But, the
money to pay my phone bills has to come from somewhere.  And, since I find
myself suddenly unemployed, I've decided charge for the editing and
compiling work I do for each message that goes into the Digest.

Effective tomorrow, the following fees for editing messages for the Digest
will be charged.  You will not receive a bill directly.  If you are a
student, the charges will be added to your normal term bill unless you are
graduating.  For graduating students and others, the fees will be taken
directly out of your pay checks or will be-billed to your on-line service
(i.e. Compuserve, GEnie, Prodigy, America Online, etc.).  Users who cannot
be billed through these methods can make special arrangements with the new
accounting department (accounts@sflovers.org).  Bills which remain unpaid
for 30 days will be turned over to our collection department
(guido@sflovers.org).

Because of the new fee structure, no editing will be done on messages for
today except as absolutely necessary and no fees will be charged.
Beginning tomorrow, the following fees will be in effect:

The schedule of fees is as follows:

  Removing extra header lines, blank lines, or
     lines of dashes, stars, or other characters:    $0.25 per line
  Modifying header fields:			     $0.50 per header
  Removing extraneous quoted material:               $1.00 per line
  Punctuation added:                                 $0.25 per character
  Punctuation deleted:                               $0.25 per character
  Punctuation corrected (such as correcting the use 
     of dashes, commas, question marks, quotation
     marks, etc.:                                    $0.50 per character
  Fixing the use of apostrophes in 
     possessives as in "it's" vs "its":              $1.00 per occurrence
  Correcting the usage of Latin words and
     abbreviations like "etc.", "et al.":            $1.00 per occurrence
  Replacing tabs with spaces:                        $0.25 per tab
  Fixing capitalization:                             $0.50 per word
  Fixing word choice mistakes such as using "your"
     instead of "you're", "their" instead of
     "there" or "they're", etc.:                     $0.50 per word
  Fixing spelling mistakes:                          $5.00 per word
  Justifying paragraphs:                             $0.25 per paragraph
  Fixing paragraphs so lines are between 72 and 80
     characters long instead of running over 80 
     characters:                                     $0.75 per paragraph
  Modifying text for any purpose such as fixing 
     grammar, sentence structure, disambiguating
     sentences, etc. ):                              $1.00 per occurrence
  Modifying signatures longer than 5 lines or
     containing non-alphabetic characters:           $25.00 per signature
  Removing cutsie sayings from signatures:           $50.00 per line
  Sending mail messages to the wrong address:        $100.00 per message
  Including or forwarding copyrighted material, 
     over and above fair use:                        $500 per occurrence +
                                                       legal fees, and
                                                       damages.
  Credit for having signature that consists only
     of your name and email address:                 $10.00 per message
  Credit for message deleted in entirety:            $0.10  per message

Saul Jaffe
Moderator, SF-Lovers Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

   "There was a time when a fool and his money were soon parted.  Now it
    happens to everybody." 

      - Ambrose Bierce on the subject of money.

------------------------------

Date: Sun, 27 Mar 94 09:48:11 EST
From: cje@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Cthulhu's Jersey Epopt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jack Nicholson sues Warner Brothers & FOX

I just saw this posted on clari.news.interest.quirks:

From: clarinews@clarinet.com (Reuters)
Newsgroups: clari.news.gov.taxes,clari.news.interest.quirks
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jack Nicholson successfully sues Warner Brothers & FOX
Message-ID: <XRbulgaria-vatURa98_4MP@clarinet.com>
Date: 26 Mar 94 23:00:20 GMT
Expires: Fri, 1 Apr 94 23:59:59 GMT
Distribution: clari.reuters
Lines: 40

	Los Angeles - There's only room in Gotham City for one Joker, and
it's Jack Nicholson.
	A federal judge yesterday ruled in favor of Nicholson's suit
against Warner Bros. to have him replace Mark Hamill as the voice actor for
"The Joker" on the Fox Network cartoon show, "Batman: The Animated Series".
	Nicholson, who played the criminal clown in the 1990 film,
"Batman", brought the suit in January because he thought he should have
been offered the role in the cartoon, as well.
	"Let's face it," he said grinning malevolently, "when most people
think of The Joker, they think of me."
	Aside from Hamill and Nicholson, only one other person has played
The Joker: Cesar Romero, who put on the white face and purple suit for the
1960's TV show.  Romero died recently.
	The settlement not only requires Warner Bros., producers of the
cartoon, to use Nicholson in all future "Joker" appearances, it also forces
them to replace Hamill's voice with Nicholson's on all previously produced
episodes.  The price tag for this had not yet been determined.
	The hearing, which had proceeded with little publicity, was
disturbed only at the very end, when a fist fight broke out among actors
Adam West, Michael Keaton, and Kevin Conroy, who were in the audience.
	Nicholson had been anxious to play the part again and was
undeterred by the Joker's supposed death in the film.  Before bringing the
suit, he had reportedly submitted to Warner's a treatment for the
character's return, tentatively titled "The Two Jokes".
	A spokesman for Hamill said the actor was very disappointed by the
ruling.  "Mark hadn't had a decent role since STAR WARS, and he was really
into being The Joker."
	A visibly distraught Hamill shouted, as he left the courtroom, "The
real joke's on all of you!"
 ------
This, and all articles in the clari.* news hierarchy, are Copyright 1994
by the wire service or information provider, and licensed to ClariNet
Communications Corp. for distribution. Except for articles in the
biz.clarinet.sample newsgroup, only paid subscribers may access these
articles. Any unauthorized access, reproduction or transmission is strictly
prohibited.
   We offer a reward to the person who first provides us with information
that helps stop those who distribute or receive our news feeds without
authorization. Please send reports to reward@clarinet.com.

------------------------------

Date: Wed, 27 Mar 94 11:03:41 EST
From: 00000ru4real@mcimail.com (Billboard Boston)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Upcoming Television Shows

As a writer for Billboard, I'm often invited to previews when the networks
trot out their new shows for the press.  I was in Los Angeles last weekend
attending one such gathering and, let me tell you, I'm not very impressed
with the new shows coming out this fall.  Here is a small sampling of the
shows that I think have the best chance of staying on the air longer than
an episode or two.

New shows:

   Steven Spielberg's company Amblin Pictures, in conjunction with ABC,
will be bringing Jurassic Park to the small screen next year in a series of
two hour made-for-tv movies.  The first movie, airing sometime in October,
concerns a team of company agents, scientists and technicians who return to
the park to repair the devastation left over from the events portrayed in
last summer's mega-hit.  Sam Neill will reprise his role from the movie.
If the sequel is successful, ABC hopes to air a new movie each month as
part of its new Wheel of Adventure movies on Sunday nights along with the
return of the Young Indiana Jones series and two new series as yet
undecided.

   With the success this season of the X-Files, the FOX network has created
a new companion show to air on Friday nights after X-Files.  In this new
series, Stockard Channing and Judson Scott play two experts in Clipper Chip
technology who are hired as agents to work in a special branch of the NSA,
one specifically designed to investigate unsolved cases of computer fraud,
artificial intelligences gone wild, and other paranormal computer
phenomena.  With the addition of this show, the Friday night line-up on
FOX, starting at 8pm will be: The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr., The
X-Files, and Tales From The Clipped.

   Two science fiction writers (Harvey Korman, Tim Conway) who write
television shows, movies, stories and novels for other authors move into a
run-down tenement building in New York in order to create an appropriate
atmosphere for their new series of novels - MechWar about an ex-cop in a
highly mechanized future who solves crimes for a Luddite organization.  In
the first episode, the writers have to fight City Hall as the NY Board of
Health wants the building condemned because it's "fit only for a pig to
live in."  Guest stars: Chevy Chase as Max, the Board of Health Inspector
and William Shatner as James Booker, the man whose name appears on the
novels they write.  "Ghost Writers in the Sty" will air Wednesday nights at
8 p.m. on ABC.

   George R.R. Martin, who has been trying unsuccessfully to get a new show
to television ever since the demise of Beauty and the Beast, will be
bringing his best-selling series Wild Cards to television next January.
Martin, whose last television project, Doorways, never got picked up by any
of the networks or for syndication is hoping to have better success with
this new show.  Several sf authwors who have written for the series of
books have agreed to write for the show including Roger Zelazny, Melinda
Snodgrass, Victor Milan, Laura Mixon and Stephen Leigh.  Robin Williams has
agreed to play the Takisian doctor, Tachyon.  Each 30 minute episode will
focus on a different character or set of characters, some especially
written for the television series.  In the two-hour pilot episode, written
by Roger Zelazny and currently being filmed, the sleeper, Croyd, introduces
the audience to the Wild Cards universe in a series of flashbacks tracing
the history and origins of the Wild Cards virus.  The show is currently
slated as a January replacement series for CBS but the pilot may air
earlier.

   The attempt to bring Marvel Comics' Fantastic Four to theaters was
shelved last year when it was decided that the production values were too
low.  Instead, it has been decided to try it as a television series
premiering this summer in syndication and millions of dollars are being
spent to revamp the idea for television.  An entirely new production team,
set designers, and cast have been hired to re-make the origin of the
Fantastic Four.  James Cameron will direct the first 5 episodes which tell
the story of the team's trip into space and first exposed them to the
cosmic rays that changed their lives forever and also relates their first
near-fatal meeting with Dr. Doom.  Starring in the roles are: Leslie
Nielsen as Reed Richards/Mr. Fantastic, Bruce Willis as Ben Grimm/The
Thing, Heather Locklear as Sue Storm/Invisible Girl, Wil Wheaton as Johnny
Storm/The Human Torch and Anthony Hopkins as Dr. Doom.  Stan Winston has
been hired to do the special effects for the series.

   The SF Channel will be launching a lot of new original prowgramming in
the 1994-1995 season.  The first show, scheduled for a 6-week trial during
the summer, is titled Real Con Games.  This show, a la Inside Edition,
Entertainment Tonight and other magazine-style shows will mix news,
interviews and enactments of real-life incidents.  In the first show,
co-host Richard Sax interviews several members of the NESFA conspiracy,
co-host Bruce Hyde explains how the Hugo awards are nominated and voted
upon, and several members of the ensemble cast re-enact the infamous
incident involving Ben Orange as Hotel Liaison attempting to handle a woman
wearing only a boa contrictor as a hall costume in the hotel.

Changes to shows currently on air:

   Babylon 5 will be taking on a new ambassador representing a new alien
species.  Daahrin, (with voice supplied by Matt Frewer) who appears to us
as an alien horse is from a planet known as Endor whose inhabitants have
hidden powers which are slowly revealed over the course of the second
season.  Joining him on the station is Wilbur, posted to the station as his
aide de camp and Daahrin's attractive humanoid wife, Samantha.  Said J.
Michael Stracyzinski at the presentation: "All popular shows have cutsie
pets - SeaQuest has a dolphin, Star Trek: The Next Generation has a cat,
Lois&Clark has a cat, Deep Space Nine has Odo..., so if we wanted to be
successful we had to get an alien animal onboard Babylon 5."

   Cafe Americain, which was not originally a science fiction show, will be
re-vamped for the new season and moved from Paris to a space station
orbiting a planet 5 parsecs from Earth.  The setting will still be a cafe,
however Holly (Valerie Bertinelli) is now the owner.  In the first episode,
she begins a tempestuous love affair with an alien ambassador (Shannon
Doherty) assigned to the station.  Ed Asner has been cast as an old
spaceship pilot who hangs out at the cafe and becomes Holly's father-figure
and who, apparently, has a mysterious past.

   Lois&Clark: The New Adventures of Superman will also undergo some cast
changes brought about by yet another change in the production team.
Permission has been granted by DC Comics to use other characters from their
universe, including characters from the older comics.  First to appear will
be John Wesley Shipp who will reprise his role as police scientist Barry
Allen (The Flash) who befriends Clark Kent during an adventure set in
Central City; Patrick Stewart has been asked to take a break from the Star
Trek movies to play the role of Brainiac; Joe Penny (who was slated to
appear in the ill-fated Justice League film which started filming back in
1991 before the project was cancelled) will appear as test pilot Hal Jordan
(Green Lantern).
   Lest anyone think that the males will totally dominate the guest star
slots, Morgan Fairchild who appeared in this season's episode PHEREMONE, MY
LOVELY will return as the seductress with the deadly perfumes; and Lynda
Carter, after months of negotiations, has agreed to return to television
reprising her role as Diana Prince (Wonder Woman).

Don Kammel
billboard@mcimail.com

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 29 Mar 94 9:58:47 EST
From: U277451@MINNESOT.BITNET
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SNOW SEVEN AND THE WHITE DWARFS Episode Guide

		      SNOW SEVEN AND THE WHITE DWARFS
			       Episode Guide

In 1982, responding to the success of "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy" (and the lesser success of the BBC-TV version), Minnesota Public
Television produced six episodes of a summer SF-comedy series entitled
"Snow Seven and the White Dwarfs".

Unfortunately, no PBS stations outside the immediate viewing area chose to
pick up the series, and a less-than-enthusiastic local scheduler used it,
not as a regular series but as emergency fill-ins, resulting in no two
episodes being broadcast at the same time from week to week.  This,
combined with the relative scarcity of VCRs in Minnesotan homes at the
time, resulted in few people having heard of the show and almost no one
having taped it.

The series was a wonderfully awful string of puns and bad special effects.
Story editing was credited to "Regnad Kcin", but rumors have suggested
Randall Garrett was actually to blame.

The only episode I ever saw in original broadcast (#5, "Oh, Be A Fine Girl,
Kiss Me") so captured my attention that I've spent over 10 years tracking
down copies of the other episodes.  Now that I've seen all 6, I am pleased
to offer this episode guide to what is surely one of the most obscure, yet
funniest, of SF TV shows.

#1, "Something Dwarfful is Going On"

Polymath Dr. Snow Cohen has for years managed to juggle a crowded schedule
with use of her Snow Clones.  Now, one of those clones is asserting
independence and gaining some measure of popularity.  Jealous, she rockets
Snow Seven into the sun.  But the stars are actually living beings that can
take human form, and Sol Stern, tired of babysitting the neighbor's kids,
sends Snow on to his relatives, the White Dwarfs: Blinky, Goober, Sting,
and Bee.

#2, "A Sound of One Wing Flapping"

Snow, fiddling with Goober's time machine, steps on a butterfly in the past
and changes history.  Now she's being sued by the Lepidopteran Corporation
for five billion years of lost income.

#3, "An Incest of Mars"

Scoop-Scoop-Scoop-Scoop Tarkas, publisher of the Martian "Chronicle",
accuses Sting of getting Tarkas's sister, Delilah Thorax, "in the family
way".

#4, "The Thing Man"

When Bee is accused of killing a planet of intelligent carrots, she hires
Sidereal Estate agents Nick and Nora Borealis (and their dog, Astra) to
investigate.

#5, "Oh, Be A Fine Girl, Kiss Me"

Blinky's new girlfriend, Exotica Swann, has a history: she's truly a "Lady
of the Night" (from the Red Shift district).  Snow and the Dwarfs have to
save him from the seductive pull of The Black Hole.

#6, "Bossa Nova"

Final episode.  Half-human, half-slug, all punk-rocker, Vog-Gnurr (of the
Ring Nebula) composes for the Music of the Spheres.  But his latest
composition calls for Sol Stern to explode!

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 4 Apr 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 227

Today's Topics:

                Administrivia - Issue #226,
		Books - Asimov (2 msgs) & Barker (3 msgs) &
                        Bear (9 msgs) & Blaylock (3 msgs) & 
                        Brin (3 msgs) & Bull

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 4 Apr 94 08:49:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gotcha!

For those of you who missed it, or just didn't get it :-), issue #226 was
the annual April Fool edition of SF-Lovers Digest.  I hope people enjoyed
it.  

I'd like to publically thank my cohort in crime, Chris Jarocha-Ernst
(cje@gandalf.rutgers.edu) who helped me put together this year's issue.
Along with help in fleshing out some of the ideas, he submitted the article
on Nicholson suing Warner Brothers, and the fake episode guide for a series
that never was.  Good work, Chris!

And now, back to the regular mayhem.  Because of the mailer problems that
we've been experiencing here, I didn't put out many issues of the Digest
last week so, as a result, I've got a huge backlog.  Bear with me while I
try and clear it out, ok?  As for the mail problems... well, bear with me
on that too.  There are still problems, but I don't think they are as bad
as they were last week.  We'll see what happens...

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 17:20:01 GMT
From: kxl@camis.stanford.edu (Kevin Lauderdale)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: I. ASIMOV (a review)

I. Asimov:  A Memoir by Isaac Asimov.  562 p. Doubleday $25

Largely written while in the hospital for heart and kidney problems which
would eventually lead to his death in 1992, this, Asimov's last work, shows
that nothing could keep the great writer down.

This volume is, in some ways, the third volume of Asimov's mammoth
autobiography, the first two being IN MEMORY YET GREEN (1979) and IN JOY
STILL FELT (1980).  But in other ways, it is not.  As he wrote in the
introduction, Asimov intended this to be a stand-alone volume encompassing
his entire life, from the very start in 1920 to May 1990.  So, while
stories from the first two volumes are retold, ten "new" years are also
detailed.  Well, perhaps not "detailed."  The first two autobiographies are
notable for their extreme detail.  Not so I. ASIMOV.  It covers his life in
general terms, allowing the good doctor to muse philosophic here and there.
Gone is the strict chronological order.  Instead, the book is divided into
over 160 topics, with a few pages devoted to each.  While they are in
approximately chronological order, they cover such broad topics as
"Graduate School," "Arthur C. Clarke," "Harlan Ellison," "Word Processor,"
and ominously, "Hospital."  Though the style is more reflective than the
"then this happened" manner of his earlier autobiographies, it's not heavy.
To the last, Asimov remained eminently readable.

Asimov knew that he was dying and this book acts as a sort of summation of
his life.  Although it is unputdownable (the five-page long sections make
for a fast read for a 500+ page book) and fascinating, I still prefer the
detail and history embedded in the other autobiographies.  Nevertheless, I
heartily recommend it.

For the Asimov completeist (uh, that's over 470 books) it is a must.  If
you haven't read the first two autobiographies, read this and get an
overview.  If you didn't like the first two ("too many words"), you'll like
the more general flavor of this one.  If you did like the earlier volumes,
you'll want to read this to "see how it ends."

Kevin Lauderdale

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 15:08:09 GMT
From: fpesquet@frene ( F. PESQUET DEA LATI)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Asimov Foundation Series

Michael T. Berry (mberry@nosc.mil) wrote:
>In what order should the Asimov novels like Pebble in the Sky, Star's like
>Dust, etc., be read prior to reading the books with "Foundation" in their
>title. The list that is provided on the inside cover of the Foundation
>series includes the earlier novels, but the order in which they are listed
>do not coincide with the dates the books were actually first printed.

I'll give you a summary of the order of the main books:
1) The Caves of Steel
2) The Naked Sun
3) The Robot of Dawn
4) Robots and Empire
5) The Currents of Space
6) The Stars, Like Dust
7) Pebble in the Sky
8) Prelude to Foundation
9) Forward the foundation
10) Foundation
11) ...the others foundation...

But Asimov wrote many, many other books...

Fred

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 02:36:01 GMT
From: winterst@news.delphi.com (WINTERSTEELE@DELPHI.COM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Imajica by Clive Barker

This is the most incredible fantasy novel I have ever read.  Has anyone
else read it? I look forward to any answers! :)

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 21:37:20 GMT
From: vanausda@esserv01 (Hank VanAusdale)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Imajica by Clive Barker

Have you tried Weaveworld?  I read Imajica some time ago, and don't
remember to many details, but loved it.  If you liked Imajica, Weaveworld
should provide you with more excellent reading

Hank

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 15:34:49 GMT
From: colin@mcs.com (Colin M. Chisholm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Imajica by Clive Barker

I read IMAJICA and loved it.  I consider it the best thing Clive Barker has
written.  Absolutely first-class writing.

Colin M. Chisholm
INTERNET: colin@mcs.com
COMPUSERVE: 72310,2500

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 07:49:32 GMT
From: jkapalka@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Jason Kapalka)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Greg Bear uncool

Just kidding. Actually I'm a big Bear fan. I've read Blood Music, The Forge
of God, Queen of Angels, Strength of Stones, and The Wind From a Burning
Woman.

My question is: what else does he have out there? How does it stack up
against these others? WHAT SHOULD I READ NEXT (Blood Music caused me to
become alternately nauseous and awestruck; Queen of Angels was one of the
best and most challenging pieces of SF I've ever read; ditto "Hardfought,"
from Burning Woman) ?!?

Recommendations gladly accepted.

Jason

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 12:22:30 GMT
From: leifmk@kari.fm.unit.no (Leif Magnar Kj|nn|y)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Bear uncool

Well, obviously, this is all based on my biased opinions, but...

_Eon_ should be essential.  This was my first Bear book, and the one that
got me hooked good.  (Also, the second full-length SF novel I read in
English, back in '86.  The first one, which I read only a week before, was
Clarke's _Rendezvous with Rama_.  A good year.)  It is, of course, a bit
out of date now, since the near-future history features a continued Cold
War into the next century (but which post-war, pre-90s books don't?).

_Anvil of Stars_ is the sequel to _The Forge of God_.  It is very
different, but I liked it anyway; it concerns what happens to the crew of
children that leave at the end of the first novel to seek revenge on the
civilization that killed Earth.

_The Infinity Concerto_ and _The Serpent Mage_ remains some of the most
innovative fantasy I've read for a long time.  Strangely, they seem to be
rather underrated.

YMMV...

leifmk@kari.fm.unit.no

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 16:51:36 GMT
From: curmp@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu (R. Marc Phillips)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Bear uncool

I have a question, being that I'm a huge fan of Bear.  It is about
_Eternity_, the sequel to _Eon_.  I was rather disappointed with it,
probably because it had a fantasy flavor, and I hate fantasy.  But, anyway,
the copy I have was published by Quasar while _Eon_ (and all the other
books I have from Bear) was published by Tor.  I wondered if anyone knew
why this is so?  My personal hypothesis is that he needed to crank out a
sequel to make some money and didn't spend the needed time (this is
probably far from correct but it helps me cope with Bear writing a book
that I didn't care for).

As to the call for Bear recommendations, I second the _Anvil of the Stars_
recomendation and must mention the collection of short stories _Tangents_.
_Anvil..._ is not a favorite amongst Bear fans, but I feel it's gotten a
bad rap.  It's definitely different from _The Forge of God_ but in a
pleasantly suprising way, but it does contain all the dark moments that are
possibly the major reason for my fandom of Bear.  _Tangents_ is just a joy
to read.  

R. Marc Phillips
curmp@uxa.bgu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 16:59:11 GMT
From: jlpicard@austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Bear uncool

Let's see, there's _Heads_ and _Moving Mars_ (both set in the same
universe).  Not my favorite of his novels, but not bad.

There's the sequel to _The Forge Of God_, _Anvil Of Stars_.

My personal favorite: _Eon_, which has a sequel called _Eternity_.

He has a collection of short stories called, I believe, _Tangents_. Some
good stuff in there.

I've seen some of his older stuff occasionally, novels that I guess he
wrote before he became a Big Name (I suspect some publisher convinced him
to dust them off in hopes of making a few quick bucks), but they're
actually not bad, if somewhat different stylistically from his later work:

_Psychlone_, which IMHO is a dumb name for a book, should probably have
been a much longer work, but has a killer ending.

_Hegira_ is pretty neat.

Drat, there's one more whose name I can't remember, about a Japanese WWII
fighter pilot who is abducted by aliens, then recovered hundreds of years
later by humans. Not a great book, but it had a lot of fun hi-tech ideas
and concepts.

My personal advice as to what you should read next would be _Eon_. It's
really cool, and The Way will stay with you for a long time :-)

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
Austin, TX USA
jlpicard@austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 17:15:46 GMT
From: appleyar@brtph72.bnr.ca (Doug Appleyard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Bear uncool

If you're going to read HEADS and MOVING MARS, both by Greg Bear, I
recommend you read HEADS first.  There is a slight tie-in.

Doug Appleyard
appleyar@bnr.ca

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 17:35:47 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Bear uncool

curmp@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu (R. Marc Phillips) writes:
>I have a question, being that I'm a huge fan of Bear.  It is about
>_Eternity_, the sequel to _Eon_.  I was rather disappointed with it,
>probably because it had a fantasy flavor, and I hate fantasy.  But,
>anyway, the copy I have was published by Quasar while _Eon_ (and all the
>other books I have from Bear) was published by Tor.  I wondered if anyone
>knew why this is so?  My personal hypothesis is that he needed to crank
>out a sequel to make some money and didn't spend the needed time (this is
>probably far from correct but it helps me cope with Bear writing a book
>that I didn't care for).

I suspect that by "Quasar" you mean "Questar", Warner's SF imprint.  (Soon
to become "Aspect."  But never mind.)

At any rate, no, your hypothesis is wrong.  After THE FORGE OF GOD Warner
made Greg a very generous offer, and he wrote three books for them -
ETERNITY, QUEEN OF ANGELS, and ANVIL OF STARS.  Now, starting with MOVING
MARS, Greg is back to writing books for us.  Further deponent sayeth not,
except to note that I don't believe Greg has ever felt the need to write a
book in a hurry for quick bucks.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 19:05:00 GMT
From: eowyn@soe.berkeley.edu (Eowyn Mader)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Bear uncool

I want to put in my recommendation for _Anvil of Stars_ which I think is
underrated.  I actually think it's my favorite Bear, maybe because I find
the social structure of the kids on the ship fascinating.  The book about
the WWII Japanese soldier is called _Beyond Heaven's River_ (I think).
Like all early Bear, I think it's worth reading though not as good as his
later work.

I seem to be the only woman responding to this thread so far which I find
interesting.  I think that if a lot of hard sf doesn't seem to appeal to
women as much as to men, it's because often women are left out of the story
or given traditional roles.  Bear is one of the only male hard sf writers I
read, and one of the reasons is that he writes his women as well as he does
his men.  Anyway, whether you care about this stuff or not, I highly
recommend him!

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 22:30:42 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Bear uncool

Mark T Pitcavage <mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu> wrote:
>I disliked _Moving Mars_ a great deal, and thought it one of Bear's
>weakest works.  I would recommend _Blood Music_, _The Wind from a Burning
>Woman_, his two fantasy novels, _Eon_, and _The Forge of God_.

Funny, _Moving Mars_ kicked Greg Bear back up onto my "Buy on sight" list.
He had slipped down a bit after _Eternity_ and _Anvil of Stars_ which
weren't quite as good (IMHO) as earlier books. Haven't seen a copy of
_Heads_ since then, though, so I haven't read it.

I'd second the nominations for _Blood Music_, _Eon_ and _The Forge of God._
There's also _Psychlone_ which has one of the shakier premises of any of
his stuff, but some kick-ass scenes. _Hegira_ was just strange, from what I
can remember.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 11:28:30 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Bear uncool

appleyar@brtph72.bnr.ca (Doug Appleyard) writes:
>If you're going to read HEADS and MOVING MARS, both by Greg Bear, I
>recommend you read HEADS first.  There is a slight tie-in.

Pretty darn slight.  HEADS, MOVING MARS, and QUEEN OF ANGELS are all in the
same universe, but may be read in any order you please; the connections are
quite minor.

Not that they aren't all worth reading, imho.  But this isn't a "series."

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 11:41:52 GMT
From: slinn@ccd.harris.com (Scott Linn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BLAYLOCK: Night Relics

    Before I pay the albeit-discounted-but-nonetheless-still- exorbitant
cover price for this book, I'd like to hear a few reviews.  Has anyone read
this yet?

Scott Linn               
slinn@ccd.harris.com    

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 07:46:15 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BLAYLOCK: Night Relics

Scott, I just finished reading it a few days ago, and must confess I was
somewhat disappointed.  While it is not a bad book - the writing is
uniformly good throughout, and the texture of the novel is very rich, it
seemed flat in some places.  The two main "good guys," have personalities
as bland as their names - Beth and Peter.  They are by far the most
"mainstream" of any Blaylock characters I can think of.  The only two
"Blaylockian" characters are the two bad guys, who relate peculiarly poorly
to the real world in the way that Blaylock's heroes often do in other
novels.  On the other hand, they are more menacing.  On the third hand,
they don't appear particularly relevant to the basic plot of the novel,
which involves finding the secret of the ghosts of the subtitle.

My advice is to wait until it comes out in paperback, unless you are a
devoted Blaylock fan.  I am a DBF, but I borrowed the book and feel no
particular desire to own a hardcover. :(

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 16:27:58 GMT
From: rogerc@gradient.com (Roger Christie,home@9600=9=13696671)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BLAYLOCK: Night Relics

If you enjoy Blaylock (as I do) you should enjoy Night Relics.  It's a bit
different from his usual fare, yet it still has the quirks about it that I
love. Very, very nice book.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 19:09:07 GMT
From: donoho@cmgm.stanford.edu (Greg Donoho)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brin: Any news on _Brightness Reef_ ?

I recall reading in the dust jacket flaps of one of David Brin's more
recent books that he was working on _Brightness Reef_ - a sequel to
Startide Rising.  Anyone heard anything more recent?  I haven't been able
to stop drooling since then.  :-)

Greg

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 23:29:11 GMT
From: richardv@htsa.aha.nl (Ruud van de Kruisweg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brin: Any news on _Brightness Reef_ ?

Brin IS currently working on the next book in the Uplift-series. But don't
hold your breath, since it will take at least a year. His next book is the
short story collection Otherness which will be out late summer/early fall.

Richard Vermaas
richardv@htsa.aha.nl

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 08:21:05 GMT
From: phoenix@bradbert.ugcs.caltech.edu (Oolong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brin: Any news on _Brightness Reef_ ?

A version of the manuscript is complete and being reviewed.  I don't know
how long it will take him to put out the final novel after he gets all the
comments, and I don't know how long publication takes after a publisher is
given a finished manuscript.  (Info there, anyone?)

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 18:53:11 GMT
From: feld@cc.umanitoba.ca (Michael Feld)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Emma Bull's Ethnicity?

After a slowish start, I'm really beginning to enjoy Emma Bull's new
"Borderland" novel.  Tickling at the back of my mind, as I read, is her
protagonist's early aside to the effect that he is a "Jewish boy": how, I
asked myself, could Bull write about a Jewish boy, nice or otherwise,
unless she, herself, were Jewish?  But in that case, would I not know?

My wife points out that Ms. Bull is in any case NO sort of boy, so....

Do I conclude that Emmas Bull, like everyone else in Minneapolis,
regardless of sex or skin colour, is Scandinavian?

Michael Feld
Dept. of Philosophy
University of Manitoba
Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2M8, Canada
feld@cc.umanitoba.ca

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

                   Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
		   Books - Blaylock & Brooks (5 msgs) &
                           Bujold (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 1 Apr 94 09:10:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Mail requesting to be added or removed from the distribution list that is
sent to any other address will NOT be acted upon.

Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field or to the address specified in the
"From:" field.  Error messages that are directed to the "Reply-To:" address
may cause your subscription to be cancelled.  Sorry, but that's the way it
is.

Submissions for the digest are to be sent to the appropriate address from
the list given below.  Please also read the file "SFLOVERS.POLICY" in the
archives.

       Topic				Address
       -----				-------

       Written SF			sf-lovers-written@rutgers.edu
       Sf on Television			sf-lovers-tv@rutgers.edu
       Sf Films				sf-lovers-movies@rutgers.edu
       General discussions that don't
         fit specifically in the other
         topic headings 		sf-lovers-misc@rutgers.edu

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 01:43:25 GMT
From: ronh@metronet.com (Ron Hough)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BLAYLOCK: Night Relics

Yep, I've read it, and I highly recommend it, although your mileage may
vary depending on your taste in Blaylock.  _Night Relics_ bears his
distinctive style, but is somewhat different from Blaylock's other books in
that it is a little darker, a little more serious, a little more emotional.
And possibly even a little more accessible to people who currently find the
appeal of James Blaylock somewhat elusive.  Discussions in this newsgroup
have brought forth the statement that he's something of an acquired taste,
and I would be inclined to agree...  Or maybe not that the taste is
acquired so much as that you either really have it or really don't.  Either
way, people who have discounted him in the past should really reevaluate
him in _Night Relics_.

The book is, as the cover says, a ghost story.  It has all the classic
elements of a ghost story (supernatural sightings, unresolved angst,
tragedy in the past, etc), plus a cast of fantastically crafted characters
guaranteed to draw anyone into the tale.  The setting, of course, is a
Santa-Ana-windswept Southern California - a favorite stomping-ground of
both Blaylock and his partner-in-crime Tim Powers.  The characters are
uncharacteristically (for Blaylock) commonplace - normal everyday people
caught up in very extraordinary circumstances.  While they may not have as
high a degree of whimsy or surrealness generally found in a Blaylock
character, they are every bit as textured.  The writing, as might be
expected, is a sheer joy to read.  Blaylock crafts words in a way so very
few authors can, to convey levels of meaning and emotion that can easily
carry the reader away.

Plus, the cover art is great!

In short, _Night Relics_ is an excellent book and must be read by anyone
who considers him/herself a Blaylock afficionado.  And even a few who
don't.  Powers gave blurb that it was Blaylock's best book yet.  It's hard
to compare this one to earlier works, since they're on a somewhat different
level, but he could very well be right.

One last comment: read it at as few sittings as possible (preferably one).
It is very much an atmosphere piece, and taking it in too many chunks will
dilute it considerably.

Now, on to discussion of Mark Pitcavage's points:

I am inclined to disagree on the blandness of Beth and Peter.  Sort of.
Yes, they are really pretty ordinary people, but they're actually
*supposed* to be.  They're plain, but Blaylock's skill makes them
*likeable* (at least in my opinion).  Likeable enough for the reader to be
concerned about what happens to them.  That's really the key point - not
how extraordinary a character is, but whether or not the reader *cares*
about him/her.

Definitely, the most interesting characters are Klein and Pomeroy, whom
Mark refers to as the "bad guys".  I was only thinking of Pomeroy as a "bad
guy", since Klein actually develops more into a target of sympathy.  He's
made his bed and he's lying in it, but he *does* feel remorse about his
situation and wants to do what he can to rectify it.  One point that Mark
makes is the only thing that bothers me at all about the story: Klein and
Pomeroy aren't very relevant to the main plot.  Oh yeah, they're great
characters, and they do interact to a degree with the other "main"
characters, but I kept expecting them to "tie in" somehow with the big
picture and they never did.  Klein came close, with the scene in the
poolhouse, but I can't help but wonder if Pomeroy couldn't have been
completely edited out of the book and not have been missed.  They were well
done, but weren't done much with.

I still say "read it".  I suppose whether or not you want to get it in HC
depends on your budget.  I pay more for less entertainment elsewhere, so I
didn't have a problem with the expense.

Ron Hough
ronh@metronet.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 20:53:35 GMT
From: seawasp@vm2.cis.pitt.edu (Sea Wasp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Terry Brooks Book w/ Character "Miles Abernathy"?

>Can anyone tell me more about the book and the "Miles Abernathy"
>character?

   To be precise, it's TWO characters, one named Miles and the other named
Abernathy; the former is the main character's law partner, the latter is a
former human scribe turned intelligent dog.

   The books in question are: Magic Kingdom for Sale -- SOLD!, The Black
Unicorn, and Wizard At Large.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 19:45:58 GMTF
From: carter@phoenix.cs.uga.edu (Phillip Carter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Talismans of Shannara

Hey, folks!

What do you people think of the second Shannara series by Terry Brooks? And
the latest book, _Talismans of Shannara_ in particular? No spoilers please,
I haven't read it yet, although I have picked the book up. Just haven't had
time out from classes and work to pick it up for even five minutes.

Also, will there ever be another Landover novel? Here's hoping.

Phil Carter
carter@phoenix.cs.uga.edu                  

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 21:25:20 GMT
From: bradleyn@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (bradley smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Talismans of Shannara

	Well, I have mixed reactions to it.  The individual novels are
great, IMHO.  I especially liked the Stone City parts in _Druid._ It took
me forever to figure out the pun behind the name of the assassin's knife.
Groan.  Anyway, what I don't like about the series is that he ties them
together very crappily.  And, even though I won't give away the ending of
Talismans, it still sucks.  I think he was trying to talk about the
emergence of new types of magic into the world after the Druids left such a
big vacuum, but it came out rather silly.

>Also, will there ever be another Landover novel? Here's hoping.

   _The Tangle Box_, the next Landover novel, comes out sometime in April,
I think.  It may already be out, but I wouldn't know.

Brad Smith

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 23:56:19 GMT
From: barmiyan@wam.umd.edu (Amy Rebecca Ewing)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Talismans of Shannara

Coen Mark <coen841@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu> wrote:
[snip]
>they were doing.  The bitch (sorry, complaint) I have against _Talismans_
>is that it wasn't really needed.  Everything that happens could easily
>have been incorporated into the other three books.  I don't believe this
>is a spoiler but the entire book is simply chase scenes and rescues, four
>total I believe.  It was like watching a bad car thief movie.  I still
>like Brooks as a writer and I plan on buying _The Tanglewood Box_ as soon
>as it comes out but I was really disappointed in _Talismans_.

Agreed. I thought the book had all the pieces already in place to wrap
things up but he seemed to be adding little chase and rescue scenes to
stretch the book to the requisite 400 pages. I wouldn't have minded except
all the rescues were predictable, and it was very transparent what he was
doing.

I for one hope he does not do another Shannara series. The first three
books were great and Sword is probably my all-time favorite fantasy book,
but I think Brooks has wrung all he can out of this milieu. However, the
quick way he wrapped up this series seems to indicate to me that he'll be
writing for it again.

Brian
barmiyan@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 17:39:23 GMT
From: jginn@lilly.com (James D. Ginn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Talismans of Shannara

carter@phoenix.cs.uga.edu writes:
>What do you people think of the second Shannara series by Terry Brooks? 

I'd like to see Brooks publish something fresh and new.  I enjoyed the
Shannara and Landover books, but I think it's time to move on.  As far as
the second series, I was mostly disappointed.  I read the first series more
than 10 years ago and remember more about those books than I do the more
recent installments.

>And the latest book, _Talismans of Shannara_ in particular? 

If you've enjoyed them all up to this point, you'll likely enjoy this one
as well.  If you're looking for new and exciting ideas in the world of
fantasy, pick up an author you haven't read before.

Brooks is a good writer.  However, I thinks he's been milking this idea for
far too many years.  Eddings was in a similar rut for a while (was the
Mallorean really any different than the Belgariad?).

Are there any good, new fantasy authors out there?  I've been reading so
much sf lately, I haven't been able to keep up with this genre.

James D. Ginn
Eli Lilly and Company
jginn@lilly.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 20:12:40 GMT
From: lrucker@parcplace.com (Lee Ann Rucker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

<CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu> wrote:
> This is what I mean. The Barrayar-Komarr route is apparently at least a
> couple of wormholes long, because it's faster than just popping through
> the wormhole to the other side: it takes two weeks, I think. So what does
> it look like?

The map had Barrayar connected directly to Komarr.  The two week travel
time may be the time needed to get from planet to wormhole, then from
wormhole to planet.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 22:58:57 GMT
From: markg@ichips.intel.com (Mark Gonzales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

lrucker@parcplace.com (Lee Ann Rucker) writes:
>The map had Barrayar connected directly to Komarr.  The two week travel
>time may be the time needed to get from planet to wormhole, then from
>wormhole to planet.

The map was just a schematic. It only indicates points where there is a
choice of destinations.

The Barrayar to Komarr route seems to be a string of jumps through systems
with one entry and one exit wormhole, and nothing of any economic or
strategic value in them - hence no stations.

BTW: in _The Mirror Dance_, Illyan says that Barrayar is 5 days travel time
from Komarr (for a military ship).  In _The Vor game_, it took military
ships around 24 hours to cross a system from entry to exit wormhole. So we
can deduce that there are about 4 jumps along the route.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 17:58:03 GMT
From: markg@ichips.intel.com (Mark Gonzales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

<CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>BRETTM@UGA.CC.UGA.EDU (Brett Middleton) said:
>>Furthermore, I can't imagine _any_ known jump point being left unclaimed
>>in Bujold's universe - if there are 4 jumps along the route, then there
>>are 8 stations to bypass.  Even if an intermediate system is totally
>>worthless otherwise, the wormholes have such an _enormous_ strategic
>>value that any hub with a through-route will be staked out.  Bujold would
>>have mentioned this even if Barrayar held all the intermediate jump
>>points, since this would be a key gauntlet in Barrayaran defensive
>>strategy.

I disagree. Barrayar would keep a large presence at Komarr at the beginning
of the route to Barrayar. This would serve to make an invasion difficult to
start, and it would also be useful for "force projection".  There would
also be an even larger presence in the Barrayar system itself.

But, if the fleet in Komarr was defeated, what could a station on the route
do? If it had enough ships to seriously slow down an invading fleet, any
sensible Admiral would have rushed them to Komarr at the first signs of
trouble.

Alternatively, if it was a heavily fortified jump-point station (without
ships), it would need an enormous amount of stored manpower and materiel to
noticably delay a fleet that had just defeated the Komarr fleet.  Those
resources would have been more effectively spent at Komarr.

The jump-points along the route would be regularly patrolled, of course.
This would provide warning of attack through newly discovered wormholes, as
well as protecting commercial shipping. Patrols would be provided by ships
going to and from duty at Komarr at little additional cost.

The closest terrestial analogy I can think of is a long mountain pass.  Its
worth fortifying each end of the pass, but there isn't much point in
fortifying each little uninhabitable valley in the pass. The logistical
costs far outweigh the benefits.

>This is the only reason I could come up with for 5-space math: Survey
>duty. [...]

Or getting a full education. I'm sure an engineer officer in the
(realworld) Navy takes at least one course on navigation and ship handling,
just as a navigator would get some instruction in marine engine technology.
Having officers on a warship with only one skill each would be a deplorable
lack of redundancy.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 18:09:14 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

<CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>>The jump points probably tend to drift around a bit, so one would need
>>5-space math to locate the exact current position before each jump.  Not
>>to mention the possibility of being assigned to survey duty.
>
>This is the only reason I could come up with for 5-space math: Survey
>duty. I see your point, though.
 
Try 'describing the nexus structure' as the reason for five space math -
Barrayar could be six light years from Cetaganda in terms of basic
astrography, and a long, long way in terms of the wormholes.  (Probably
not, becuase those ships can do a half C; that close, a normal space
assault would be a possibility.)
 
The Vor Game map has numbers on the connecting lines - those are the number
of jumps between the points of interest.  Barrayar to Komarr is five jumps,
and there are going to be fortifications on the Komarr side of the last
jump in, and on both sides of the wormhole into Barrayar, and none in the
intervening systems.
 
Why?  Because the constraint is *money*, and two *big* fortresses are a lot
more cost effective than a whole lot of little ones.  Concentration of
force and all that.
 
Also note that there are completely empty systems on some routes - cf
Labyrinth - that are at least moderately high traffic.
 
Strategic surprise requires finding a previously unsurveyed wormhole into a
system of interest (e.g. Sergyar to Escobar); that's why the Betans put so
much effort into Survey - it feeds trade (and it can be *really* effective
to bypass a high tarrrif system) and it prevents rude strangers from
arriving where you did not expect them to be.
 
Also note that Barrayar, despite having Komarr's wormholes, is massively
under-industrialized - Komarr wasn't, Sergyar is a new colony, and Barrayar
itself is still catching up.  Old, high tech, single system industrial
planets can, and do, have very much more powerful economies.  (The good
quick check is curencies - Betan dollars are harder than hell, despite a
very populist democracy.  They *have* to have a truly fearsome industrial
economy to support their currency.)

------------------------------
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Date: 25 Mar 94 00:47:23 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley") writes:
>I'm not sure what you mean by "industrial economy".  Betan R&D is
>impressive in several areas (medicine, offensive and defensive weapons
>development), and produces knowledge and stuff that other systems want,
>and which take a while to reverse-engineer (when that can be done at all).
>This is more a matter of developing smart people with an incentive to do a
>lot of thinking and tinkering in certain areas than anything else - a
>populist democracy, arguably, helps provide this incentive (and may
>attract similar people with similar abilities from other areas).
 
I have nothing against populist democracies, but Beta Colony has policies
that are quite inconsistent with what such governments are generally prone
to produce (insularity, for starters.)
 
What I meant was 'Beta Colony must have a lot of capacity to make durable
goods in large batches in a short period of time'; I don't think this can
be supported by patents (trans-nexus patents? Hah!)  or other form of
information sale.
 
Evidence for this is the *existence* of the Betan Survey Service - that's a
*lot* of money in hardware, ships, and crews, and neither planets nor
routes tend to have *intrinsic* value - and the state of the Betean Navy.
Yes, they have a rich planet to protect, but the implications of being
technologically ahead as a matter of policy is that you build new ships
*before* your old ships wear out.  That again takes a lot of money; so does
their education system, their reproductive habits, and their whole living
environment, from the neccessity to maintain that much artifical
environment to the health care.
 
I don't think they maintain their balance of trade on information alone,
although I suspect that's part of it - remember when Bel Thorne was
deriding House Fell by saying that a third of their products were just
Betan manufacture, marked up?
 
Despite 'Press Secretary' being a Cabinet level post, I am forced to
conclude the Betan educational system is *so* good that they have a
population with an average level of forethought higher than the average
level of desire for prompt gratification.  It's far and away the most
improbable thing that Bujold has postulated.
 
Oh yeah, the Betan dollar appears to be the strongest currency in the
Nexus.  They *have* to have a production economy backing that up.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 22:46:38 GMT
From: ig25@fg70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

Debora Offer (daoffer@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu) wrote:
>Maybe Beta Colony isn't really a democracy.  After all, no one will admit
>to voting for "Steady Freddy".  Maybe it's a techno-oligarchy.

"Steady Freddie's" preoccupation witht he media seems to indicate
otherwise; the scene when Cordelia returns seems a classic for a politician
trying for votes.

Thomas Koenig
ig25@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
ig25@dkauni2.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 23:34:38 GMT
From: meissner@osf.org (Michael Meissner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

daoffer@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Debora Offer) writes:
> Maybe Beta Colony isn't really a democracy.  After all, no one will admit
> to voting for "Steady Freddy".  Maybe it's a techno-oligarchy.

I think it's real purpose is a hook to current day American readers to see
how different Barrayar is.  That is Beta is a modern (US) middle class
projected into the future.

Michael Meissner
Open Software Foundation
11 Cambridge Center
Cambridge, MA, 02142
meissner@osf.org

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 03:14:03 GMT
From: CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu (The Fool Eternal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

meissner@osf.org (Michael Meissner) said:
>I think it's real purpose is a hook to current day American readers to see
>how different Barrayar is.  That is Beta is a modern (US) middle class
>projected into the future.

  Actually, I was re-reading _Shards of Honor_, and I came to this
conclusion: Beta Colony is supposed to be a representation of sanity, in
all its varied conditions. This sounds trite, until you realize that
Bujold's opinion of sanity is less than wholely positive.

  Beta is so subtly alien to a modern reader, because sanity is a foreign
condition to most everyone. Bujold makes a pretty good case for insanity,
in the children of Barrayar: she clearly illustrates that honor, loyalty,
courage, and noblity are, if not liabilities, at least irrelevant to a sane
society, where such things are not required, and are in fact discouraged as
mildly dangerous. "A rational government wouldn't allow him possession of a
pocket knife." said Cordelia of her son. That is, a sane government
wouldn't let a courageous, noble, loyal, honorable man to work for them.
Sanity is the middle course, moderation without excess, deviation, or
promise. Because extremes are dangerous, the great are muzzled along with
the vile. It makes sense in a Daoist way, but it's a souless concept: it
denies greatness.

Mitch Hagmaier
Quest Laboratories
H.R. Division     

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 04:39:18 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

<CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>  Actually, I was re-reading _Shards of Honor_, and I came to this
>conclusion: Beta Colony is supposed to be a representation of sanity, in
>all its varied conditions. This sounds trite, until you realize that
>Bujold's opinion of sanity is less than wholely positive.
 
Well, I have some trouble taking Tav Calahoun or that military psychiatrist
as exemplars of the 'sane'.  (Or, for that matter, Bel Thorne, but that
might be why it left.)
 
I'd sugguest that Beta is, metaphorically, our future, and Barrayar our
past, and that Cordelia and Aral live in something like our 'now', caught
between the two.
 
As for a rational government not letting Miles anywhere near a pocket
knife, never mind a space fleet - think about his record.  Lots happens
that people want, yes, but the 'knight errant' comment is bang on.  Miles
has twice set Imperial policy in accord with his own desires - the response
to the attempted invasion of the Hegen Hub and supporting Marilac to the
point of victory.  Unilaterally.  As a junior officer.  Miles does not,
ever, *act* like a junior officer - he acts like Lord Vorkosigan, and since
his superiors grew up with him, they see it as normal.  (Both Simon and
Gregor have serious cases of 'Miles has always been like that'.)
 
Miles is, at present, more Old Vor than anyone realizes, in the persona of
Lieutant Lord Vorkosigan, and more Betan than anyone realizes in the
personna of Admiral Naismith.  It's being both at once that he hasn't
managed yet - no achievement of balance.  This is hardly surprising.
 
Finding a woman who loves *both*, well, I'm looking forward to that novel
very, very much.  :]

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 13:15:12 GMT
From: CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu (The Fool Eternal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA (Graydon) said:
>Well, I have some trouble taking Tav Calahoun or that military
>psychiatrist as exemplars of the 'sane'.  (Or, for that matter, Bel
>Thorne, but that might be why it left.)

Well, I'd say they are more the products of a sane society, than
categorically sane. That is, they are perfectly sane in the context of a
perfectly sane environment. Anything outside of their enviroment elicits
unpleasant but not, by any standard, insane behaviour. I was actually
thinking of Dr. Mehta: she could be said to be an example of the coercion
mechanism towards rigid sanity- she is a psyche-type.  From textual
evidence, Beta seems very big on sociopath therapy.  Apparently any sign of
insanity is grounds for therapy...

>As for a rational government not letting Miles anywhere near a pocket
>knife, never mind a space fleet - think about his record.  Lots happens
>that people want, yes, but the 'knight errant' comment is bang on.  Miles
>has twice set Imperial policy in accord with his own desires - the
>response to the attempted invasion of the Hegen Hub and supporting Marilac
>to the point of victory.  Unilaterally.  As a junior officer.  Miles does
>not, ever, *act* like a junior officer - he acts like Lord Vorkosigan, and
>since his superiors grew up with him, they see it as normal.  (Both Simon
>and Gregor have serious cases of 'Miles has always been like that'.)

Yeah, think about Hegen and Marilac. Without that man who shouldn't have
been permitted ownership of a pocketknife, the Hub would have been overrun
by enemies of the state, and Barrayar's new record as a crusader for
freedom would have been non-existent. Miles' effect on foreign policy so
far has been to humanize it, and bring it up to his level of chivalry.
Beta will never approach such things, because it doesn't inspire personal
loyalty, or personal greatness. Note that it hasn't used its
technical/military edge to improve the nexus about it, or to correct
wrongs, or to restrain militarists like the Centagendans. It took a
full-fledged threat to their trade and lifeblood to get them involved in
the Escobaran Invasion...

Mitch Hagmaier
Quest Laboratories
H.R. Division     

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 18:47:45 GMT
From: markg@ichips.intel.com (Mark Gonzales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

<CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>Beta will never approach such things, because it doesn't inspire personal
>loyalty, or personal greatness. Note that it hasn't used its
>technical/military edge to improve the nexus about it, or to correct
>wrongs, or to restrain militarists like the Centagendans.

Just like most rich 20th century countries. Bujold holds up a pretty good
mirror for us all. It's a pity that a knight-errant like Miles wouldn't get
very far in government in any OECD country.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 13:09:50 GMT
From: CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu (The Fool Eternal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA (Graydon) said:
>Miles will make a terrible general staffer, too.  He would make a good
>fleet commander (*is* a good fleet commander), but I will make you a bet -
>Miles never gets promoted past Captain in the Barrayaran service.

But, then, neither did either Illyan or Nohgri. :)

Anyways, it looks like he's already an effective commodore, already, even
if the Dendarii call it an admiralship, and the Barrayarrans a leutenancy.
Rank isn't nearly as important on Barrayar as you would think, in a
military-mad society. It's those blasted Vor, they're jokers in the deck,
as Miles' hapless superiors have discovered time and time again. Be
interesting to see a case where a Vor pulls a Milesism for selfish reasons,
to see how the system treats it.

Oh, by the way, did anyone notice the off-hand way that Count Vorkosigan
mentions Count Vorhalas as a candidate for the PMship? Gee, things seem to
have mellowed since that first Dendarii incident...

Mitch Hagmaier
Quest Laboratories
H.R. Division     

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 16:33:04 GMT
From: M.J.Jennings@amtp.cam.ac.uk (Michael Jennings)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: O.S.Card: Alvin Maker Series (Q)

ork@rz.uni-jena.de (Markus Kubitza) writes:
> I've just read the third part of Card's _Alvin_Maker_Series and I really
> liked them although the third one wasn't as good as the _Red_Prophet_ and
> _7th_Son_ (IMHO of course).  Now I'm wondering whether there are any more
> books of this series and if so what are their titles.  

   Card has presently only completed the three novels in this series, and
has been working on other projects for the past several years (most notably
the 'Homecoming' series, which has been completed, although the last two
volumes have not been published yet. The next Alvin Maker novel is
apparently his present project, which means we may see it in a couple of
years or so. There are apparently only two more volumes: tentatively called
'Alvin Journeyman' and 'Alvin Master'. Hopefully we will see the series
finished before too long. It is worth mentioning that (a) Card is notorious
for getting sidetracked in the middle of writing series and (b) his series
have been known to end up containing more volumes that originally intended.
(On the other hand, neither of these things happened for the 'Homecoming'
series, so perhaps he is changing).

   As for other things you should read (I assume you mean by Card), if you
haven't read 'Ender's Game', you should. I am less keen on its sequels. I
am enjoying the 'Homecoming' books, although I think they are a touch too
didactic. As for fantasy, I think 'Hart's Hope' is good (and underrated).
'The Worthing Chronicle' is interesting, although whether you actually like
it is up to you.

Michael Jennings
Department of Applied Mathematics and Theoretical Physics
The University of Cambridge
mjj12@damtp.cambridge.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 18:14:12 GMT
From: sl45z@cc.usu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card's "Unaccompanied Sonata" (was: Ender's Game)

   I, too, have comments on this story.  This is the piece that got two
people I know into Card.  My wife and her very best friend first read and
loved "Unaccompanied Sonata" and were intrigued into reading his other
works.  They both still love it, and according to Card (heard first hand)
he is still proud of it, and considers it one of his finest works.  A
feeling he doesn't share with various other pieces written back then.
   If the story has the power to disturb you or move you, then it was
written well enough to get inside you, which to me is the ultimate goal of
any writer.  Emotional involvement, cerebral activity, it all makes the
good works stand out.

Travis L. Clements
Utah State University

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 08:17:30 GMT
From: proffittj@yvax.byu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: O.S.Card: Alvin Maker Series (Q)

I heard Card himself today say that he is currently working on two
projects, one for his publishing company Hatrack River, and the other the
next in the Alvin Maker Series.  He said "I get a lot of people who ask me
about the next book in the series.  Although the series didn't do very
well, it's the most often asked question I get 'when is the next Alvin book
coming,' so I guess it's popular."  Expect it soon, I guess.  I didn't ask
him to pin down a date (sorry).  I've just recently been entranced by
_The_Lost_Boys_, so I've had my Card fix for a while.

Jacob

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 15:38:00 GMT
From: RAH12@psuvm.psu.edu (Roger A. Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game

jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry) says:
>_Xenocide_ is good; it just isn't quite as enjoyable as _Ender's Game_ and
>_Speaker for the Dead_.  I'm looking forward to re-reading all three when
>the fourth (_Ender's Children_?) is published.

Current working title is _Children of the Mind_, according to OSC's
newsletter.

Roger A. Hunt
rah12@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 21:12:05 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: C.J. Cherryh, _Chanur's Legacy_

Susan Eisenhour (cfsje@news.cts.eiu.edu) wrote:
>What's your favorite Cherryh? I think mine is still Hunter of Worlds,
>maybe because it was the first.

I think I'm going to try rereading some Cherryh - this (Chanur's Legacy)
was the first I'd read since _Cyteen_, and a lot of the other ones I read
several years before that.  I started _Wave Without a Shore_ last night,
because it's one so many people never managed to read/hated, and because
it's one I remember thinking worked very well as a philosophical
experiment, if not so well as a novel.

I don't remember who said it, but the observation that _Wave Without a
Shore_ reads like an M.A. Foster novel is right on target.

I quite liked _Hunter of Worlds_, but for quite a while _Cuckoo's Egg_ was
my favorite.  I don't recall why.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 04:53:31 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: C.J. Cherryh, _Chanur's Legacy_

Cyteen is my favorite - long, complex, intricate, but not dark as are some
of her stories.

The Morgaine trilogy - her (and my first), it has the best love story she
has written (and I am, after all, a hopeless romantic).

The Chanur Trilogy.  (That is, the second through fourth books about the
Chanur series.  The best example I have ever read of the plot where a
series of logically maneuvers by the hero(ine), who is just attempting to
stave off disaster, leads to an outcome that she never expected.  (That was
vague, but I am trying to avoid a major spoiler.)

The Paladin - Wonderful novel, her other good love story.

Merchanter's Luck -  The only Cherryh that is just plain fun.

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 4 Apr 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 230

Today's Topics:

       Books - Cherryh (2 msgs) & Clarke & Cook (2 msgs) & Coppel &
               DeChancie & de Lint (3 msgs) & Dick (2 msgs) &
               Donaldson (3 msgs) & Ellison & Foster &
               Friedman & Gerrold (3 msgs) & Harrison (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 03:13:49 GMT
From: cfsje@ux1.cts.eiu.edu (Susan Eisenhour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: C.J. Cherryh, _Chanur's Legacy_

Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley <rcrowley@zso.dec.com> wrote:
>But it was odd, because I am *so* accustomed to pulling myself psychically
>out of a Cherryh universe with a generally hunted feeling of paranoia that
>can last for days.

Nice way to put this. I've felt it, too. I think maybe it's really
identifying with such rounded characters, and they're usually in a state of
not knowing what the hell is going on, but they've got to do something to
survive or fix it and all the people who could/should help are too used to
being in danger to trust anyone and everyone is paranoid, but with good
reason... and that's part of why I love her writing. I have to think and
try to figure things out and it's so wonderfully complex. Then there's this
feeling, especially toward the end, that there is *no way* they're going to
get out of this mess, but they do, and it's logical and not just a "fix".
I hear the new one, Foreigner, is good, too. Can't wait.  What's your
favorite Cherryh? I think mine is still Hunter of Worlds, maybe because it
was the first.

Susan Eisenhour		
cfsje@ux1.cts.eiu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 15:46:59 GMT
From: jschwarz@csd4.csd.uwm.edu (Joy Schwarz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: C.J. Cherryh, _Chanur's Legacy_

Susan Eisenhour (cfsje@news.cts.eiu.edu) wrote:
>I hear the new one, Foreigner, is good, too. Can't wait.

Yep, I'm about 30 pages away from the ending of _Foreigner_, and if you'll
probably like it too, for all the reasons you stated above.  If you do read
it, I'd love to discuss it with you.

Joy Schwarz                                        \

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 03:52:45 GMT
From: GPMILLS@chemical.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (The Unemployed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Clarke:  2010 and deja vu on Europa?

A friend of mine swears that when reading 2010: Odyessy Two, he has a
distinct feeling of deja vu when reading section involving the Chinese
expedition on Europa.

It seems that he thinks that the described events: landing, lights attract
giant native plant, destroys ship, no fun for survivors, etc. are
distinctly reminiscent of a short story he read somewhere.

I suggest that maybe it happened to him the last time he was on Europa, but
he assures me that that's not possible.  Any idea what short story this
might be?

Greg

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 18:30:12 GMT
From: dhauser@phoenix.cs.uga.edu (Dewitt C. Hauser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Glen Cook's Black Company

Does anyone know if and when _Glittering Stone_, the third book in the
South series of the Black Company books by Glen Cook is due out? The last
book came out around '89 or so, and I've been waiting ever since for the
next book. If anyone knows anything about it, please e-mail me, or post it
here.  Thanks in advance.

Clint

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 14:32:53 GMT
From: li@ial4.jsc.nasa.gov (Ray Li)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Deadly Quicksilver Lies_: not exactly precious metal

Jason D Corley, corleyj@argon.tmc.edu writes:
>I will say that I like the romance in _DQL_, maybe better than in any
>other Garrett novel, perhaps because Garrett himself takes it more
>seriously.  Cook actually makes you think that Garrett might have found
>himself that special someone (after five books of sleeping around)...and
>who knows?  Maybe he does.

I count more than five books.  _Deadly Quicksilver Lies_ is #7...?

I thought Garrett's special someone was Maya, from _Cold Copper Tears_.  In
fact, I'm still waiting for her return... :)

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 17:12:21 GMT
From: jdnicoll@engrg.uwo.ca (James Nicoll + Jasmine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Glory

   I was in a local bookstore last week, and I noticed that Alfred Coppel
had a new book out, by the name of _Glory_. Now, way back when, Coppel used
to write SF, before he went into the international potboiler genre [of
which his book _The Dragon_ is the one I can name offhand,, although I did
read another in which...

Spoiler warning

... most of the oil supply in Arabia and surrounding regions is
deliberately contaminated with long-lived radioactive waste by a gentleman
who wanted to encourage the West to reduce its dependency on oil]. In fact,
I enjoyed _Dark December_ , his first SF novel, published about 1960, quite
a lot, so I was pleased to see a new SF book by him.

   Alas, I have to warn people who are distracted by boneheaded science
errors that _Glory_ contains enough that they greatly interfered with my
enjoyment of the book. Some examples:

   All of the animals on the main world in Glory are 'necrogenes': the
birth of the offspring kills the mother [who is a foodsource for the
young]. The one pregnant animal we see only has single births. This is not
a species which will persist for long.

   Most of the colonies mentioned are around dim stars. At least one of
them has a 900 day year [and the day meant appears to be the terran 24 hour
brand]. A fast BOTE calculation appears to show that a world with that long
a year would be pretty bloody cold by human standards [I got a surface
temperature of less than 50 K], given the mass and brightness of the star
involved. Habitable worlds around dim stars have short years, not long
ones.
   Just a warning for a specific subset of SF readers.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 19:23:00 GMT
From: tony.trujillo@sound.com (Tony Trujillo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JOHN DECHANCIE

Are there any John DeChancie fans out there?

For those who don't know, his newest CASTLE PERILOUS novel entitled BRIDE
OF THE CASTLE should be out late this year.

His newest novel, MAGICNET is available in hard cover now and is a
excellent read!

The next novel to be published will be DOCTOR DIMENSION ][: MASTERS OF
SPACE-TIME (void where prohibited) with David Bishoff.  I believe the
release date for this on is MAY.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 23:08:26 GMT
From: dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

Curt Tsui <ckt4x@faraday.clas.Virginia.EDU> wrote:
>Could I get some opinions as to what his best books might be?  I realize
>that opinions differ, but this kind of thing really does help me out
>sometimes.  How does _Spiritwalk_ compare?

They are all excellent!  Every single one of them!

Ok, that isn't quite true, but I have found that most of them are very
strong, though a few tend to be personal favourites.  And a couple aren't
quite as strong as the rest.

_Spiritwalk_ is a good story, I didn't find it quite as impressive as
_Moonheart_, but that may be due to _Moonheart_ being fresher, instead of
being a sequel.

The two that I would suggest avoiding - they aren't bad books, and are
better than much fantasy out there, they just aren't as good as de Lint's
other books are: _Wolfmoon_, and _The Harp of the Grey Rose_.

My personal favourites are: _Mulengro: A Romany Tale_ (which is quite
dark), _Dreams Underfoot_, and _Svaha_ (which is closer to SF than any of
his other works).

(I also find his stories particularly enjoyable since I happen to live in
the real world city where he sets things, so I recognise the places people
go.)

David Gibbs
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 06:47:06 GMT
From: skunk@pegasus.rutgers.edu (Stripey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

These are some de Lint books I have but have not yet read... I believe they
are in the same realm as "Moonheart"

Westlin Wind (Axolotl Press, 1989)
Ghostwood (Axolotl Press, 1990)

I believe there was also a book called "Ascian In Rose" published by the
same press (which is part of Pulphouse magazine) in 1988.

All I've read of de Lint was a short story called "The Soft Whisper of
Midnight Snow," which I thought was pretty good.

Tom
skunk@pegasus.rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 20:42:38 GMT
From: gthistle@uclink.berkeley.edu (Sharon Kim Goetz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

By the way, de Lint has also written numerous short stories - the first I
ever saw of him were a few in Marion Zimmer Bradley's _Sword and Sorceress_
anthologies, at least the earlier ones (I haven't been reading them
lately).  The ones I saw were quite good, and had absolutely nothing to do
with his usual Ontario settings... these were set in tribal Africa.
Recommended.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 21:22:44 GMT
From: callahan@osprey.cs.jhu.edu (Paul Callahan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Philip K. Dick/Cheyenne Connection

I noticed that Cheyenne, Wyoming figures into the plot of at least three
books by Philip K. Dick (_Eye in the Sky_, _The Man in the High Castle_,
and _The Penultimate Truth_).  Does anyone have a clue about why this is?
Dick never says enough about the place to suggest he has ever lived there,
or knows anything about it.  *Did* he ever live there?  It may simply be
that he is using it to signify the typical Western American city (in _Eye
in the Sky_, it is the site of a religion that is perhaps a parody of the
Mormons, though based on Islam instead of Christianity).

Paul Callahan 
callahan@biffvm.cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 00:31:43 GMT
From: tgagnon@vmsvax.simmons.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: Philip K. Dick

There is a very good biography of PKD called "Divine Invasions: A life of
Philip K. Dick" by Lawrence Sutin (New York, Harmony Books: 1989).  I had
not read a single thing by Dick when I read this book and I was fascinated
the whole way through by the extraordinary difficulties (financial, social,
psychological, creative) that Dick faced throughout his whole life. Anyone
interested in Dick the person or his works would like this.

The chapter titles alone are worth reading.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 18:52:57 GMT
From: irbohlen@med.unc.edu (Ivis Reed Bohlen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gap into Conflict: in pb?

After many years of never getting beyond page 3, I am nearing the end of
the Thomas Covenant books.  Not only that, but I am *really* enjoying them.
I only wish I had saved the Jordan/Donaldson flamewar of several weeks
ago...which didn't interest me at the time.

Now I think I would like to tackle the Gap into Conflict series, but they
are unavailable from the local public library or *any* of the three
university libraries in my area.  I seem to remember seeing books 1&2 as a
bundle a year or so ago, which bodes ill for the popularity of this
series...but I must ask:

Are they in paperback?

Thanks.

Ivis Reed Bohlen
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
irbohlen@med.unc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 19:32:14 GMT
From: irbohlen@med.unc.edu (Ivis Reed Bohlen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gap into Conflict: in pb?

Ivis Reed Bohlen, irbohlen@med.unc.edu writes:
>the Thomas Covenant books.  Not only that, but I am *really* enjoying
>them.

Whoops, let me amend that to read, except for more *horrendous* Sweet cover
art on the second trilogy!!!  Gack!!  The man has *no idea* of the
proportions of the human body, or any other body, as near as I can make
out... Perhaps someone should suggest that he use photographs of people,
like they do with Fabio and the romance covers.

Ivis Reed Bohlen
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
irbohlen@med.unc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 03:41:20 GMT
From: daustin@uuneo.neosoft.com (Dan Austin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gap into Conflict: in pb?

   I have read all three in paperback. They are available from the obvious
places here; B. Dalton, etc.. The books themselves are not bad. They are
obviously Donaldson's work, easy to recognize. The first book is mainly
just a short novella to get started in the series. The second book is
pretty good, if a bit weird. The aliens are interesting. The third book is
fairly good and the quality of the series has been pretty sustained. It
might even be getting better, which is unheard of.
   Donaldson's science is pretty shabby; it appears in bits & pieces that
follow the story, and this might be pretty close to the edge between
fantasy & science fiction. Don't stop because the first book seems short
and without form and void.
    Just my $0.02. Enjoy.

daustin@sugar.neosoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 12:52:51 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DANGEROUS VISIONS

   I read DV shortly after it came out.  I suspect that if I went back to
it, I'd be embarrassed by some of the things I liked (as with mcuh of the
60s), but I suspect a lot of it holds up well.
   I loved the Leiber and Farmer stories.  I was vastly disappointed by the
Dick.  I discovered a number of really good (then) new writers because I
liked what they'd done there (Spinrad, Sladek, Lafferty, Niven).
 And I decided that I would never again read anything by the authors of
"Flies" and "Aye, and Gomorrah." (Total genital mutilation just to keep the
spacers from breeding?  I don't think so.)  Fortunately, I soon got over
the latter mistake, realizing that their stories could be as
unrepresentative of their authors as Dick's was of him.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 16:04:43 GMT
From: happe@metronet.com (Kevin Happe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Flinx and Pip by Alan Dean Foster

Does anyone know if Foster plans on finnishing his series on Flinx and Pip.
I personally like this series best of all his books.  He seems to have put
this series on the back burner.  Any info on how to contact him would be
great or any information on the Flinx series would be great.  Thanks in
advance.  

happe@plx.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 03:46:12 GMT
From: azhu_ltd@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Mimi Zhou)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: C. S. Friedman's Coldfire trilogy

   I just finish Friedman's new book When True Night Falls.  I read the
first book two years ago, and found her ideas interesting, but a bit too
drametic, and the writing itself uneven.  Her treatment of sacrifice theme,
and the curious combination of the modern and traditional(earth) features
in the cities was very interesting, though.  Anyway, I just wondered if
anyone else have read the books, and what they think of them.  Anyone?

Mimi

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 18:48:36 GMT
From: fhuntin@eis.calstate.edu (Fred W. Huntington)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "When HARLIE Was One" by Gerrold

WHEN HARLIE WAS ONE is probably my all-time favorite science fiction book.
If you haven't read it, I highly suggest you do so.

Fred Huntington
Chula Vista, CA 
fhuntin@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 20:46:50 GMT
From: snyderjd@ucsu.colorado.edu (SNYDER  JOHN DAVID)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "When HARLIE Was One" by Gerrold

fhuntin@eis.calstate.edu (Fred W. Huntington) writes:
>WHEN HARLIE WAS ONE is probably my all-time favorite science fiction book.
>If you haven't read it, I highly suggest you do so.

Hey! Another Gerrold fan! 

Yes, HARLIE has to be one of the best books in my collection. There are
other HARLIE references in Gerrold's _Voyage Of The Star Wolf_ and the War
Against The Chtorr series. Have you read that series? Any idea when the
next book is due?

John
snyderjd@ucsu.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 14:16:17 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "When HARLIE Was One" by Gerrold

Note that there is also his revised version, Revision 2.0.  When his
publisher wanted to republish it, Gerrold wouldn't let them unless he
rewrote it (because it had bits out of date).  In my opinion, if you have
read and liked the original, you probably won't like the revised one.  I'd
be interested to hear what other people think, though...

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 20:08:39 GMT
From: as232@cleveland.freenet.edu (Michael Lerner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stainless Steel Rat query

I don't want to sound pessimistic, but how far should I read in this series
before it becomes mundane, a la Chris Stasheff's Rod Gallowglass series?  I
really like Slippery Jim deGritz, and I don't want to get into the
"formula" stages of plot and behavior if I can help it.  Anyone with an
opinion on when to stop, please Email me. :)

I've read the first three so far and they've been great.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 20:33:31 GMT
From: drysda02@ursa.ursa (David Rysdam)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

Go ahead and read them all.  There are only 5 or 6 of them.  They are a bit
formulaic but since there are so few they are worth it.

Since somebody already brought up the SSR books, can anybody give me a list
the SSR books?  I thought I had read (and re-read) them all, but browsing
through the bookstore, I came across a Harry Harrison tome (I'm tired of
the word "book") that said something like "From the author of the
best-selling 'The Stainless Steel Rat...'" and went on to give a title of
which I have never heard.  (Wow, is that ever a long sentence.)  The thing
is, that same bookstore has all the SSR books but that one!  ARRRGGHH!

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Tuesday, 5 Apr 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 231

Today's Topics:

	       Films - Jurassic Park & AI & Lawnmower Man &
                       Beauty and the Beast & Stargate & 
                       Spiderman (6 msgs) & Star Wars (3 msgs) &
                       Starship Troopers & Johnny Mnemonic & 
                       Future Shock & Atlantis & Wetware & 
                       Nemesis & Pern & The Puppet Masters (2 msgs) &
                       Neuromancer & Android & Army of Darkness (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 08:15:41 GMT
From: caines@void.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Caine Schneider)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jurassic Park sequel

A Jurassic Park sequel is in the works.  Spielberg expects it to take as
long as the first one to finish (2 1/2 years).  It looks like JP2 in 96.

Source: Entertainment Tonight (3/11/94)

Caine Schneider
caines@ncsa.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 23:14:32 GMT
From: rfinley@husc7.harvard.edu (Randall Finley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stanley Kubrick's AI

   Does anyone know anything at all about Stanley Kubrick's new movie AI?
I heard he is working on it now.  It will involve a lot of
computer-generated f/x.  I consider Kubrick one of the greatest
movie-makers of all time, I am certain this will be a tremendously great
film.  Anyone know if it's based on a book?  Who is writing the screenplay?
What it is about (beyond the obvious fact that is has something to do with
Artificial Intelligence.)

Randy

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 04:34:40 GMT
From: lothar@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (david e. cogan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE LAWNMOWER MAN---Sequel???

For better or worse, LAWNMOWER MAN II is still in the Hollywood Reporters
Films in Prepreparation. It is supposed start filming in April, and Pierce
Brosnan is the only listed castmember.  I do not know when it will come
out. I intern for an ad agency, and I have not seen this film listed for
this year.  This is not to say it will not be made or come out this year,
but they plan far ahead and it could be released next year or might not be
made.  Only time will tell.

David

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 18:57:01 GMT
From: pjhipp@ccmail.monsanto.com (Paul Hippenmeyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B&B: important movie news

To fans of the CBS show "Beauty and the Beast" (starring Ron Perlman and
Linda Hamilton).

Nan Dibble, who runs the Helper's Network Hotline, has posted a message
that Spelling Entertainment (the current owners of the rights to the show)
is in the process of discussing the possiblity of doing a Beauty and the
Beast movie. Nan urges fans of the show to write to Spelling Entertainment
expressing interest and support for a B&B movie. She is listing the
following name and address as the appropriate person to write to.

Spelling Entertainment
attention: Marcia Basichis
Senior Vice President of Development
5700 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90036

If anyone wants to hear the origional message, the Helper's Network
Hotline's phone number is 513-961-3317.

Best wishes.

Maureen Highkin

------------------------------

Date: 17 Mar 94 19:32:07 GMT
From: rjchapma@acs.ucalgary.ca (Robert Jonathan Chapman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stargate question

I keep seeing posts about the up-coming "big budget" movie Stargate.  Is
this movie going to be based on the book of the same title by Pauline
Gedge?  Has anyone read this book?  I thought it would be very hard to make
into a movie, and that's why I'm dubious about the connection.

RJC

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 18:21:39 GMT
From: mrathwel@uoguelph.ca (Mark Rathwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Spider-Man in production?

   As everyone has probably heard, Spider-Man is supposedly coming to the
big screen courtesy of James Cameron. Has anyone heard anything more about
this production? A Spider-Man movie has supposedly been in production since
1985, but none has ever surfaced. Have they started shooting or casting
yet? Do they even have a release date? Who's going to play Spidey ...
Johnny Depp or Michael Biehn? Will any of the stars from the 70s TV show
make cameo appearances? Hmm ... Nicholas Hammond as a bad guy. Any info
would be appreciated.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 00:13:24 GMT
From: dvacca@wic.waterloo.shl.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Spider-Man in production?

>From what I've heard, about two years ago Spider-Man was very close to
production.  They had James Cameron, but ran into difficulty (financially,
I think).  Since then, James Cameron has moved on.  There was rumour that
Tom Cruise wanted to play the webbed hero.  As far as I know, the project
is on hold.  The best place to find info (or hype) is in the pages of
Marvel SpiderMan comic books.  There is a page devoted to Marvel News
(called Bull-Pen, I think).  I suspect that the movie Spiderman has taken a
back seat to the X-men cartoon.

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 04:16:49 GMT
From: lothar@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (david e. cogan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Spider-Man in production?

   I think Cameron's production problem was with another film he wanted to
make (I forgot the name, but it was a non-SF/FX film which he lost the
rights to do). Cameron only within the last year or so inked the deal for
Spider-man.  Currently, it is in the Hollywood Reporter as a film in
development. James Cameron is listed as Prd/Dir/Scr. I am sure it would be
his next project after True Lies.

David

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 21:05:34 GMT
From: 34M67BZ@cmuvm.csv.cmich.edu (Brian P. Hudson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SPIDER-MAN movie news!!!

According to Steve Saffell (sp?) editor of Marvel Age magazine, at the
recent Motor City Comic Convention:

James Cameron has turned in a treatment for the Spider-Man movie.  However,
before the movie can be made, Cameron has another movie that has been in
the works and which he is obligated to finish.  However, as soon as he is
finished with that movie, full-blown production on Spider-Man is slated to
begin.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 16:54:42 GMT
From: ncc_h4@ulkyvx.louisville.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SPIDER-MAN MOVIE

What do you want to know?

A)The main enemy is Doc Oc

B)Filming is due to commence this fall

C)Cameron says he wants either Michael Biehn or Tom Cruise for the lead

D)Robin Williams has been brought up as Doc Oc

E)The current version of the script has a Cameo by the Green Goblin

F)The estimated budget is $50 million

G)Silicon Graphics (working with ILM) is set to do the FX

H)Cameron has at LEAST one sequel in mind...(rumored to be the Venom story)

I)The release date should be mid-summer 1995

J)The costume will be essentially as it is in the current comics.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 03:46:06 GMT
From: lothar@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (david e. cogan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SPIDER-MAN MOVIE

Previous article identified Doc Oc and Green Goblin (in minor role). From
what I have heard, this is true. However, perhaps it has changed
drastically and I have totally missed the news but Arnold S. is supposed to
play Doc Oc and Jack Nicholos the Green Goblin. This info came out as soon
as Cameron got the rights to the film. It was mentioned, and my memory is
shaky, that they were signed? or agreed (by word? only) to do the parts.
This was a big deal, and I remember the info was on ET and other
entertainment mags. If this has changed, I am currently behind, especially
since Arnold has a good relation with Cameron (they are currently doing
True Lies). I will admit that the Holywood Reporter has no cast members
listed, so contracts have not been signed, I assume. Whether or not they
would be good, go ahead and debate. But this was the news following
Cameron's announcement last year. No word at all on Spidy.

David

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 13:13:06 GMT
From: bd_l430@king.ac.uk (Jim McCormick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Wars Prequels

I heard somewhere that George Lucas was planning on making episodes I, II
and III of Star Wars, before "A New Hope".

They were supposed to follow the adventures of Obi-Wan Kenobi (when he was
a lot younger!!).

Has anyone heard anything about these?

Jim
bd_l430@kingston.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 16:32:14 GMT
From: tmb7208@b72.ucs.usl.edu.ucs.usl.edu (Breaux Todd M,,,,7208)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Wars Prequels

I'm a subscriber to the Lucas Arts Fan Club and they say that yes there is
going to be a prequel trilogy about Ben Kenobi and Anakin Skywalker. The
first movie as I know will be set in the times of the Clone Wars when the
Jedi kept peace and order throughout the galaxy. The release of the first
movie shoud be on May 25,1997. This date will be the 20th anniversary of
Star Wars: The New Hope. George Lucas is also going to make a new Indiana
Jones movie starring Harrison Ford. Pretty neat for George to do this
again.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 21:40:53 GMT
From: EVK102@uriacc.uri.edu (David Della Bitta)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Wars

There has been a major (well, I feel that its major) discussion about the
upcoming Star Wars films.  Although the films were first supposed to be
released in 1997, many things have pointed to an earlier release.  Lucas
himself said that he wanted to produce the movies faster so that he can
finish all 9 before he died (or so I heard).  Also, more books seem to be
coming out than ever before, and there has even been a little preview in
L.A. on some movies saying that Star Wars is coming.  I would like to know
what you have heard, and what you feel the time of release is.  I'm praying
for this year, but many others think that the first movie will come out
next summer.  

David Della Bitta

------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 17:55:14 GMT
From: keith371@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Starship Troopers a movie?

Just read a little blurb in Starlog that Paul Verhoven (Robocop, Total
Recall) will probably direct the movie of Henlein's Starship Troopers.
That was about all they gave.  Anyone have any more information?

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 06:33:13 GMT
From: jagwire@io.com (Jagwire X)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Johnny Mnemonic

Can anybody give me the lowdown on this movie?  Is Keanu Reeves in it?
That's what I heard.  Need info!  Help!

jagwire@io.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 04:51:50 GMT
From: watanabe@asimov.cs.uiuc.edu (Larry Watanabe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Future Shock

Anyone seen Future Shock? It seems to have good reviews on the box cover -
but that's scarcely an unbiased selection :)

Larry Watanabe

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 10:42:57 GMT
From: gau@tauon.ph.unimelb.edu.au (Gary Au)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Atlantis - the Lost Continent

Does anyone remember this? It came back out in 1961, and had Ed Platt in
it. You might remember him as the Chief in Get Smart.

I was just wondering, in the scene where the Atlanteans declare war on the
rest of the world, what the ministers were called.

I remember Platt was the Priest Minister... there was a Rivers, Animals,
Science, and Stars Minister but, what were the others again? I believe
there were 8 in total.

I thought this scene was cool, how they stab their knives into the table...
and Platt points it towards himself...

Gary
gau@tauon.ph.unimelb.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 14:28:09 GMT
From: mas@cadence.com (Masud Khan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: WETWARE/BACKLIGHT

Does anyone have any info on a movie called WETWARE? the FX are apparently
done on an Amiga with a videotoaster using the Lightwave 3d rendering
animation package. The current working title is Backlight, any info would
be appreciated.

Masud Ahmed Khan  
Cadence Design Systems
Bracknell UK
mas@cadence.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 16:57:45 GMT
From: shg@rhi.hi.is (Sigurdur Hrafn Gislason)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Nemesis. First decent Cyperpunk film.

I saw this film on video last night and was pleasantly surprised.  It
captured the raw atmosphere of the cyperpunk world and combined it with a
heavy dose of guns and violence.  They only messed up the ending. Jerky old
fashioned puppeteering meant to resemble Terminator style cyborg. Pretty
lousy.  The actor Olivier Gruner was absolutely perfect in this role. Great
body and attitude.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 21:50:59 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: McCaffrey's Pern: movie info.

As some people may know, Anne McCaffrey has recently signed with a film
studio (I don't remember who, but it's *not* Spielberg who is doing other
things).

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 06:31:13 GMT
From: mayne@cao.mts.dec.com (Peter Mayne)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Puppet Masters

I just read a news article about the streets of Des Moines being cleared so
they could shoot somes scenes from the above-mentioned movie, from the
Robert Heinlein book of the same name.

Any further details?

Peter Mayne
Digital Equipment Corporation
Canberra, ACT, Australia     

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 21:12:00 GMT
From: CDOMS@vax1.umkc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Update on Heinlein's "Puppet Master" the Movie

Read this in our local newspaper on Puppet Master:

"Disney is trying to rush "The Puppet Masters" into theaters in August,
even though it's still shooting.  "It was supposed to come out in October,"
reports co-star Richard Belzer, "But they're very excited about the
dailies, so they want to move up the release to try to get a summer hit out
of it."  The sci-fi film, which is based on Robert Heinlein's 1951 novel of
the same name, stars: Donald Sutherland, Julie Warner, Erik Thal and Yaphet
Kotto. It's about creatures who take over people.  And watch out: It's
"very scary," Belzer says. (from Kansas City Star, March 29, 1994)

Carol Doms
cdoms@vax1.umkc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 12:09:37 GMT
From: jay@loose.apana.org.au (Jay Hawley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: I met Gibson and....

Today I went to a very small booksigning by William Gibson where I had a
chat with him about a potential Neuromancer film, he says that might never
happen but he has had authorised a newish film based on one of the threads
in Burning Chrome for a while now and apparently it is about to start
shooting.  That's a the info I have except that it's production cost is
around US$28million!

Oh, and yes he is a legend.

Jay
jay@loose.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 02:59:05 GMT
From: rham@silver.ucs.indiana.edu (Ryan Ham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Android

Anyone seen this movie?  I am in a Science Fiction class that watched it
just recently.  I had seen it before, so I knew the ending, but that is
what we were curious about: the ending.  Does it seem to you that they
threw that in (about the Doctor being an android) at the last minute?  We
didn't think it made much sense.  There was some refutable evidence in the
movie that would support the idea that he was one, but it still bothers me.
Anyone know anything for sure, or have an idea?

Ryan Ham

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 12:37:44 GMT
From: shg@rhi.hi.is (Sigurdur Hrafn Gislason)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Army of Darkness ----Different ending?

I saw Army of Darkness yesterday and enjoyed it immensely but somebody told
me that the laser version has a different ending.  How was that ending
different? Did he stay in the 13 hundreds or some other major plot twist

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 20:04:07 GMT
From: durantdr@rufus.demon.co.uk (Dave Durant)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness ----Different ending?

I don't know which version you have seen but I've heard that there are two.
One for the cinema and one for home release.

In the cinema version that I saw the ending had him back at 'S-Mart' in the
present fighting some evil dudes.

In the video version, aperently, the guy reading from the Necronomicon gets
a bit wrong (i.e. coughs over it like he does when he picks it up in the
graveyard) and he ends up in what looks like a Bladerunner rip-off.

I.e. they *could* make a fourth one based in the future !!! *8-)

Dave Durant
durantdr@rufus.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 18:50:28 GMT
From: nts3ijb@cabell.vcu.edu (Ian J. Burns)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness ----Different ending?

durantdr@rufus.demon.co.uk (Dave Durant) writes:
>I.e. they *could* make a fourth one based in the future !!! *8-)

Well, no, they couldn't.  I have a bootleg copy of the original version of
the film, and here's how it ends:
  The wiseman gives Ash a potion, and tells him that the Necronomicon
states that he will sleep for one century for every drop that he takes.
Therefore, he should drink six drops of it, and he will awaken in his own
time.  (Yeah, the math escapes me, too, six centuries from 1300 would put
him in 1900, not the the late 20th, but anyway...)  So, Ash says goodbye to
Sheila and takes off for this secluded cave where he seals himself in.  He
then proceeds to take the potion, but in true Ash fashion, he botches it.
As he counts off the drops he takes, he gets distracted at #5 by a bit of
dust falling in the cave.  He then picks up where he left off, but counts
the number five again, therefore taking one too many.  Then he goes to
sleep.  And when he wakes up and stumbles out of the cave, he sees that the
entire world has been demolished by (presumably) nuclear holocaust.  The
film ends with him screaming, "I slept too long!!" and then laughing
maniacally over the end titles.  Anyway, so I don't think there was much
possibility for a sequel there...
  Interesting side-note: the music from the original ending is included on
the soundtrack release from Varese Sarabande.  It's track number four, I
think, called "Time Traveller."

Josh

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Tuesday, 5 Apr 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 232

Today's Topics:

	       Television - Highlander & Robocop (8 msgs) &
                            SeaQuest (3 msgs) & X-Files &
                            Probe (2 msgs) & Apex & Island City &
                            Ray Bradbury Theater & Dark Shadows

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 07:40:04 GMT
From: patholder@delphi.com (Ken Holder)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander: What's the deal?

MATT WOODY <mwoody@herbie.unl.edu> writes:
>Stan Kirsch continues (much to my chagrin) to get his name in the credits.
>Thankfully, that's all we see of him. Nothing against him, I just don't
>like Richie. Kirsch is probably a good actor. Anyway, after Tessa was
>killed, we saw Philip Akin's name in the credits. I was liking Charlie.
>
>Now, Akin is gone and we get Michel Modo, who plays Pierre or
  
Stan Kirsch (Richie) will be back in a couple of more shows this season.
Charlie (Philip Akin) stayed at the dojo in the states, so he won't be in
the Paris episodes.  In the (hopefully) 3rd season he should be back.
 
Highlander is a joint Canadian/French production, so filming is split
between the two countries.  Duncan will be in Paris for the rest of this
season.  Makes for lots of interesting location filming.
 
patholder@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 07:43:29 GMT
From: jeffv@physics.ubc.ca (Jeff Vavasour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robocop series question

I missed the first episode in the Robocop series (almost typed "Robocopy"
there... Freudian slip?).  Anyway, I presume it was basically a retelling
of the original story with new actors.  In any case, I have no idea who or
what this hologram "Diana" is.  Could someone please enlighten me?  Is she
a dead person, or AI?

BTW, has anyone else noticed the "imaginary friend" trend of holograms in
sci fi lately?

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 17:54:20 GMT
From: alipkin@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Adam M. Lipkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robocop series question

Jeff Vavasour (jeffv@physics.ubc.ca) wrote:
>I missed the first episode in the Robocop series (almost typed "Robocopy"
>there... Freudian slip?). Anyway, I presume it was basically a retelling
>of the original story with new actors.  In any case, I have no idea who or
>what this hologram "Diana" is.  Could someone please enlighten me?  Is she
>a dead person, or AI?

Both. She was killed, and her brain was placed inside a computer.  The
first episode actually takes place after the movies, and assumes we know
all about Murphy and his partner (not to mention the kid and ex-wife). The
story of the first episode was basically that some evil scientists and
businessmen at OCP were doing some experiments to try to use a human brain
to run the computer operations of the entire city. The holoperson used to
be the secretary for the evil busnessman, until he decided he needed a new
spare brain. The little girl on the show (I haven't seen the first regular
episode, but I'm assuming all the principles from the movie are in it)
found out about the plot, and told Robo about it (he believed her because
he could read her pulse, and knew she wasn't lying). This led, eventually,
to the gruff-but-lovable police sergeant adopting her.  All the other
characters are from the movie.

>BTW,has anyone else noticed the "imaginary friend" trend of holograms in
>sci fi lately?

As in QL, TT, Robo, etc.? Nope, never noticed it. 

Adam Lipkin
alipkin@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 00:11:29 GMT
From: jeffv@physics.ubc.ca (Jeff Vavasour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robocop series question

Something else I noticed about Robocop that I forgot to mention: Isn't
Murphy short?  In the episode following the pilot, in the beginning, we see
Murphy standing next to the station captain in the lobby and they're the
same height despite all of Robo's extra gear.  I seem to recall him seeming
well over 6 feet in the movies.  Of course, it might just be my
imagination...

In any case, he did seem a lot more vunerable than the movie version.

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 23:12:32 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ROBOCOP vs. the censors

Does anybody else get the impression that the folks making the ROBOCOP TV
series are practically *daring* the would-be TV censors to try to kill the
show?  It's already an obvious target for anti-TV-violence crusaders on
both left and right; though the violence in the TV show is toned down from
the movies, there's still a lot of shooting and blowing things up.

And now, the series' first regular hour episode features a televangelist
named "Reverend Taker" - host of the "Hallelujah Hour" and head of
"Godamighty Inc."(!), who leads a mob of crazed fundamentalists against the
"soul-less, satanic" Robocop, and then is killed while cavorting in a hot
tub with a woman who isn't his wife.

The satire on televangelists was funny but, if Donald Wildmon, the
real-life fundamentalist who leads right-wing TV censorship efforts, sees
or hears about this show, he'll for sure start screaming "anti-Christian
bigotry" (even though the episode also establishes that the hero was a
devout Catholic before being robotized) and call for sponsor boycotts.

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 23:54:03 GMT
From: maryannmc@aol.com (MaryAnnMc)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ROBOCOP vs. the censors

I didn't care for the premiere movie (gross theme), but the first regular
episode was *fantastic*!!!  Personally, I think they did a *wonderful* job
of toning down the violence - they turned Robo's anti-violence into a very
postive point for the show rather than just trying to tone down violence
enough to get the censors off their back.  I am really glad I can love this
show.  I didn't watch the second and third movies because of the violence
so now I am really glad to see a nonviolent version on TV (*loved* the
parody of the reverend!!!)

Long live Robocop!

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 22:55:05 GMT
From: awoods@asimov.calumet.yorku.ca (awoods)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  ROBOCOP vs. the censors

I only saw the premier.  Although I fell asleep there was one line that I
remembered and have been using a lot.  It has to do with the "center for
the morally challenged".  This just shows how ridiculous our society is
getting with "politically correct" language!

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 16:42:53 GMT
From: mkogan@drunivac.drew.edu (Wort the Wonderous Wierdo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robocop: Commander Cash!!

Robocop spoiler for the 3rd tv episode:

   I love the cartoon character of commander cash! It's amazing the point
of view that can emerge from watching him. In the third episode you see a
father and his son trying to fish in a toxic waste dump filled lake. The
boy and his father complain about pollution. Commander Cash (CC) tells them
that he doesn't see a polluted lake, but rather a means for a growing
industry with factories employing millions of people. Also don't forget,
Where would the anti-pollution industry be without pollution!

   I just thought this was highly amusing. Anyway, any comments?

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 05:36:07 GMT
From: gld@bonjour.cc.columbia.edu (Gary L Dare)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ROBOCOP vs. the censors

Bill Henley <aa396@cleveland.Freenet.Edu> wrote:
>The satire on televangelists was funny but, if Donald Wildmon, the
>real-life fundamentalist who leads right-wing TV censorship efforts, sees
>or hears about this show, he'll for sure start ...

The show is made in Canada with a lot of people involved in many other past
and present syndicated series done up there ... often, those shows contain
a lot of crossborder leg-pulling and despite that there is no actual
separation of Church and State up north with everybody getting Good Friday
off and some also Easter Monday, rabid extreme evangelical religion in the
U.S. is a matter laughed over ... not as humorous as the "socialized
medicine" propoganda alleging that we have a British-style national HMO,
but it's up there ...

Please don't take the above as a flame, because leg-pulling on the
Canadians is often pulled down here on SNL and the X-Men cartoon, for a
start (Wolverine is the butt of a lot of jokes).

Gary L. Dare
gld@columbia.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 15:59:32 GMT
From: NERLJM@ubvm.cc.buffalo.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Letter Campaign to Help Save SeaQuest

I recently received addresses to write to NBC to save SeaQuest:
 
National Broadcasting Company
30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10112
phone: (212) 664-4444
 
West coast:
3000 Alameda Ave
Burbank, CA 91523
(818) 840-4444
 
Someone recently emailed me saying that SeaQuest might have a second
season, but it still might be a good idea for fans to write and encourge
NBC that there's an audience out to watch it.
 
Also, I think some of the suggestions like asking Sci Fi channel to pick it
up is a good idea, as well as moving it to another night.  I know some L&C
fans feel that it wouldn't matter, but yet, I haven't seen L&C because it's
opposite of SQ, and I'd like to see that show sometime.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 15:43:30 GMT
From: mcmahan@saluda.cs.unca.edu (Scott McMahan -- Genesis mailing list owner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Why does seaQuest cost $$ *NOW*?

I can see how *initially* seaQuest would cost $$$ to build all the sets
(all three of them :)) and do the underwater shots, why is it *still*
expensive? They recycle the same whiskers footage every week, and outside
of the occasional new set or location, there's basically NO change from
week to week. It seems after this season, it'd cost no more than a regular
TV show to produce. All the sets would be built and the special effects
done.

Besides, the underwater shots are so ***DARK*** you can't see the
*@$&*@$*&@ seaQuest or anything that is going on in them anyway. The sQ is
a dark shadow against a darker backgound with a few lights. The whiskers
are a few lights going across a dark background. If they're spending
millions on this, someone's buying a new car and a new yacht and a ...

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 20:01:00 GMT
From: ENGMJA@engensvr.ltec.com ("Aylor, Mark")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest Last Lap of Lux., 3/19

Wesley T. Chan wrote:
>Lucas today was hilarious!  That thing with the gum, the blown-up
[cut]
>Darwin was supposed to - I couldn't keep myself from cracking up!  Also, I
>liked how they tied Lucas's gum thing with the "this is a different room
>because of the gum not on the podium."

I'm sorry, but that whole thing seemed just so contrived! What, Bridger
didn't have the intelligence to tell Lucas not to be chewing gum at the
meeting when he new he was going to be speaking? And correct me if I'm
wrong, but Lucas has _NEVER_ chewed gum before! Why does he do it now
(except that they needed it) when he never has before. Even the SIZE of the
gum wad was too big. It was as if it was trying to draw attention to itself
(which is exactly what it did).  The whole gum thing felt and looked
_WRONG_! It felt exactly like what it was - an out of place incident setup
so that the heroes could solve the problem.  Well IMHO anyway, but my wife
agreed with me.

Mark J. Aylor
maylor@ltec.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 07:30:00 GMT
From: ajefford@liverpool.ac.uk (Mr A.A. Jefford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-FILES !!!!

Having recently subscribed to Sky, I have been watching the series X-Files,
and all I can say is that it's amazing. Excellent SciFi Drama without the
'we found an Alien and saved the world' kind of scripts. Brilliant acting
by the main and guest characters, and superb effects.

This is the kind of SciFi drama that should be on UK Terrestrial TV!!

Is there any info on X-Files first episode? or anything a NEW watcher
should know about?  Thanks in advance!

Tony Jefford
CSD Technician
Liverpoool Uni.
ajefford@liverpool.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 15:21:02 GMT
From: pappaseast@aol.com (PappasEast)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Probe/Search (1970s)

rphelps@iat.holonet.net (Robert C. Phelps) writes:
>Does anyone know if the 1970s show "Search" (originally called "Probe")
>has ever been released on video (either the "pilot" or any of the
>episodes)?

I remember this show, and also enjoyed it. Each episode circled around one
of (3? 4?) different agents equipped with a ring scanner/camera or pendant
which beamed signals back to HQ where Meredith and his team would analyze
data and give advice to the field agent.  I have never seen the show on
tape, but would like to.

Lee Pappas

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 19:58:39 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Probe/Search (1970s)

pappaseast@aol.com (PappasEast) writes:
> I remember this show, and also enjoyed it. Each episode circled around
> one of (3? 4?) different agents equipped with a ring scanner/camera or
> pendant which beamed signals back to HQ where Meredith and his team would
> analyze data and give advice to the field agent.  I have never seen the
> show on tape, but would like to.

"PROBE" was the pilot, primarily starring Hugh O'Brian, Burgess Meredith,
and Elke Sommer.  At NBC's request, series title was changed to "SEARCH."
("'Probe' sounds like a medical show.  Don't confuse the audience.")
 
Leslie Stevens was the principal perpetrator, but due to financial
constraints, he had to look farther for money.  Hugh O'Brian, who'd very
cagily put all of his earnings from 1950's cowboy shows into oil-bearing
property, had money to put in, and ended up effectively owning half the
show.  This may have had something to do with why Angel Tompkins ended up
with a featured role, I don't know; it sure couldn't have been her acting
that got her the job.

O'Brian did the best he could with the role he was handed, and busted his
tail trying to do physical acting he wasn't in training for.  As a result,
he played a good many scenes in knee braces and ace bandages...  His
dressing room tended to be festooned with hanging ace bandages, neatly hung
in rows from most-recently-used to three-days-since-last-use.  (In those
days, lycra-based athletic bandages worked better if you gave them recovery
time between use.)

The principal actor in alternate productions was Doug McClure, who may have
been having personal problems of a recreational-chemicals kind; his
performances were usually only slightly better than the shoddy scripts.
 
The scripts tended to be typical Leslie Stevens products; middle-aged macho
cutesiness at the expense of plot, logic, or drama.  They were not good SF,
and not even good TV drama, which probably had a lot to do with why the
show got cancelled.  In at least one instance, when production schedules
got tight, Stevens re-wrote an old "STONEY BURKE" script to use on
"SEARCH."  (For those of you born in the last thirty years, "STONEY BURKE"
was a cowboy show Stevens also produced.)
 
Intriguingly, Anthony Spinner, who mainly functioned as script consultant
and co-producer, went on to do some pretty good work.  (My favorite Spinner
script is a TV-movie called "THE PAPER MAN," which was a topnotch 'hacker'
murder mystery / computer crime suspense story.... cogent, and
well-researched, for the era in which it was written.)

The very best part of the TV series "SEARCH" was the pilot movie, "PROBE,"
which occasionally still runs on late-night TV.  It's still watchable,
although to today's more technically-literate audiences, it's a bit dated.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 19:36:06 GMT
From: alipkin@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Adam M. Lipkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: APEX? anyone know anything?

I just saw a preview for APEX the other night . It was one of those all
music, action clips with no clue as to the plot previews, but the fx look
great. Does anyone know anything whatsoever about the show itself? Stars,
plot, debut time, etc.?

Adam Lipkin
alipkin@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 22:35:32 GMT
From: ak453@freenet.carleton.ca (Kevin Lightburn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Island City Pilot

Did anyone catch this pilot? I saw it several weeks ago and thought the
concept was adequate but poorly written. Anyone have any idea if it will
picked up?  Did anyone see it?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 13:17:35 GMT
From: hamilton@umbc.edu (Diana Hamilton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ray Bradbury Theater

I've been watching Ray Bradbury Theater on SFC (7 PM weeknights) and have a
couple of questions:

1. How many episodes have there been?
2. Is it still running on HBO?
3. Is there an episode guide floating around here somewhere?

I also want to thank SFC heartily for carrying the show!! Ray Bradbury is a
one of my favorite authors, and it's wonderful to see his stories finally
get the video treatment they deserve.

Diana

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 18:50:20 GMT
From: special@iat.holonet.net (Tigger's lil' Pooh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Is the New Dark Shadows still on?

Does anyone know if the Sci-Fi Channel is still showing the New Dark
Shadows?  I was going to watch the one they used to show late at night but
was surprised to find out that they were showing The Phoenix in that time
slot.  Are they still showing it earlier in the evening?  I really want to
see how this show ends.  I missed it when it originally aired.

Thanks!

Alice Lo

------------------------------
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 04:10:06 GMT
From: gwrepmary@aol.com (GWRepMary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DS9: John "Baltar" Colicos in "Blood Oath"

larocqu@gaul.csd.uwo.ca (John P. LaRocque) writes:
>I just finished watching "Blood Oath", and although I missed the opening
>credits, I was *damned* sure that John Colicos aka Commandor Kor of
>Classic Trek aka Count Baltar - played one of our three happy Klingons
>(and thankfully survived the episode).  I am also sure that the Klingon
>Kane was played by the character who played Kane on Buck Rogers of the
>25th Century.>
>
>Anybody else notice this?

Uh...all three actors playing the Klingons were reprising their original
roles as Klingons from the original Trek series. It was supposed to be
noticed.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 04:18:28 GMT
From: djc@cc.umanitoba.ca (D. Joseph Creighton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DS9: John "Baltar" Colicos in "Blood Oath"

larocqu@gaul.csd.uwo.ca (John P. LaRocque) writes:
>I just finished watching "Blood Oath", and although I missed the opening
>credits, I was *damned* sure that John Colicos aka Commandor Kor of
>Classic Trek aka Count Baltar - played one of our three happy Klingons
>(and thankfully survived the episode). ...  Anybody else notice this?

I noticed this immediately, and thought it was an interesting way to once
again bring in old time characters into the series.  Of course, it was also
quite interesting to note that these three Klingons finally grew out their
skull ridges.  Perhaps it wasn't as fashionable in their younger days.  :)

For the record, we saw:
  Kang (Michael Ansara) from "The Day of the Dove"
  Koloth (William Campbell) from "The Trouble with Tribbles"
  Kor (John Colicos) from "Errand of Mercy"

D. Joseph Creighton
Joe_Creighton@UManitoba.CA
djc@cc.umanitoba.ca

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 19:17:15 GMT
From: spindler@guinan.NoSubdomain.NoDomain (alexander spindler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Recent STrek:TNG episode

You expect me to believe that after becoming "de-evolved" into a number of
different species, ranging from arachnid to ape and to reptile, that the
whole crew could be changed back without so much as a hint of a problem. I
mean, c'mon, Riker was turned into some ape creature that had a much
smaller brain and no reasoning ability, then they give him the formula and
his body changes to its original shape and his brain returns to its
original capacity without any loss of memory or brain damage? And Worf
turned into some kind of armored sex-maniac who had the hots for Troi
(can't blame him though) and could spit acid, and he also returned to
normal? Whoever thought of this last minute quick-fix should be de-evolved
himself. After seeing this episode, I think many of the writers already
have. If this kind of episode isn't marking the end of such a long-running
and tired series, I don't know what does. Does anyone out there agree with
me? (Assuming you haven't already beamed off the Enterprise and entered
into Babylon-5 full-time)

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 19:33:08 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent STrek:TNG episode

Yes, "Genesis" was totally pathetic and awful.  It was obviously written by
a total scientific illiterate, and had plot holes you could pilot a
starship through.  This episode made "Spock's Brain" and "Shades of Gray"
look palatable.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 21:06:04 GMT
From: mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (M'Woody)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent STrek:TNG episode

Actually, I thought "Genesis" was a pretty good episode. However, I agree
that the ending was very hurried. Had the show been another 20 minutes
longer, it could have been handled very well. But up until Data and Picard
find the cure and return everyone to normal with a hitch, the show was very
good.

As for Babylon-5, give me a break. TNG and DS9 are light years ahead 
of it. And people make fun of Shatner's acting ...

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 00:02:16 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent STrek:TNG episode

I hardly think the episode could be considered "very good" when the
scientific underpinnings were total bullsh*t.  Of course, no one working on
the show knows a whit of biology and it shows.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 12:52:23 GMT
From: hummel@athena.mit.edu (Franklin Hummel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent STrek:TNG episode

   I have come to the conclusion that with regards to TREK, from now on,
bad science, i.e. that is totally inaccurate presentation of scientific
fact and principles, is just going to be a standard part of it.
  
   Why?  Well, of course, all those involved in making TREK are pretty much
the same people.  It is unrealistic to think that the problems which occur
in one won't sooner of later make it over to one of the other series.
  
   But, beyond that, simply put, people don't care!  So what if the biology
in the recent "Genesis" is not only wrong, but stupid?  Hey, people like it
anyway and will watch it.  And they keep watching it, week from week, month
from month, even knowing all the science is bad and the plotholes are big
enough to drive a Doomsday Machine through.
  
   But what really troubles me is that 1) people have just a low standard
of what they will accept from producers and consider it good, and, even
more troubling, 2) people are willing to let themselves be treat as
- -idiots-.
  
   Because that is what a lot of TREK viewers are doing: you have heard
repeatly from many people about how the science stinks in TREK and you
don't care.  You are being fed errors and stupidity from week and week and
you don't care.
  
   In other words, the producers of TREK are saying to you: well, they
won't know any better, so why don't we treat them like fools.  And you say
okay!  And even after others tell you you have been treated like a fool,
you say, that's okay!
  
   And you go on watching TREK.
  
   Simply put, the producers do NOT respect you.  They have seen that you
don't mind being treated like you are idiots and so, they treat you like
ones.
  
   In many of the recent episodes, it would not have been difficult to
correct the scientific flaws without changing the plot in anyway.  Maybe a
number of people would not have noticed, but others would.  Beyond that, it
would have shown that the producers of TREK repsect its viewers enough to
try to make the -BEST- episodes they could, to put in that little extra
effort, instead of just dropping out any makeup "science" they wanted to.
	
   Not to hype BABYLON 5, but that series at least tries to respect its
viewership by getting its science as accurate as possible.  There in
underway a possible mistake which appear in one recent episode with regards
to gravitation, and folks are arguing about whether what was said was
correct or not.
  
   Regardless of the results, the point is, the show's producers attempted
to CONFIRM what appeared when the episode was being made; he consulted
several scientific advisors.  Now, maybe they got it wrong, but they went
that extra little distance to try to be sure what they were saying was,
scientifically, -right-.
  
   So, the next time any of you TREK fans want to blame the writers and
producers from, once again, do bad science, well, you are blaming the wrong
people.
  
   It isn't their fault - it is YOUR fault.  It is the fault of all those
viewers of TREK who, no matter how bad the science gets, keep watching
TREK.
  
   If you act like a sheep, you get treated like a sheep.
  
Frank Hummel
hummel@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 16:25:56 GMT
From: GGPERRY@nuacvm.acns.nwu.edu (ggreg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent STrek:TNG episode

The problem here, whether accurate or not, is that it just isn't realistic.
The dramatic/fictional reality of the fictional universe just sucks!
There's no way the ship could have been repaired that quickly, and all the
crew would have needed serious surgery, and even then I doubt Riker would
be able to return to his normal self.  This is such bullshit.  Was the last
scene after Picard/Worf in the crawlspace taking place weeks from then, or
what?  I mean, for the first half hour I thought the show was great!  The
ship never looked better!  It had a sense of mood, grittiness, and then as
usual, right down the toilet.  This show is so UNBELIEVABLE.  It's one
thing to debate wether something is scientifically accurate or not.  But
this show doesn't even have an internal sense of continuity/believability.
What a waste of resources.  Anybody still take this show seriously?  As for
B5. Well...it's about 5% better than STNG.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 17:27:33 GMT
From: clebrun@trentu.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent STrek:TNG episode

I do agree with your assessment! This particular episode, inpsite of its
excellent caliber, did end much too quickly for my liking.... The writers
obviously did put a lot of effort into this episode, but fell flat on their
faces when the conclusion was written!

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 17:49:00 GMT
From: shanlera@pt.cyanamid.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ST: TNG AND ST: DS9 Episodes-week of March 21

I generally watch and enjoy both Next Generation and Deep Space 9 with a
healthy grain of salt but elements of both the de-evolution episode of
ST:TNG and Quark in love episode of ST:DS9 were extremely unsatisfying.
     
ST:TNG

T-cells cannot spread by aerosol transmission.  They are too fragile and
will die.  De-evolution by activating the introns?  Introns are noncoding
DNA between the coding part(s) of genes (exons) and, right now, are
considered to be "junk DNA."  Maybe they are a phylogenetic goldmine.  I
wonder if anyone has considered hybridizing some of that DNA they extracted
from insects embedded in amber to modern genomes?  Amplify by PCR and a
Southern hybridization.  Might work and be very interesting.
        
ST:DS9

I can't believe Quark would drop so much out of character by being in love.
Love may be blind, but that's with humans (Terrans).  Does that mean the
Ferengi are more than the extreme capitalists they have been portrayed as?

Adrienne Shanler
shanlera@pt.cyanamid.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 18:21:53 GMT
From: throopw%sheol@concert.net (Wayne Throop)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent STrek:TNG episode

mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (M'Woody) writes:
>I thought "Genesis" was a pretty good episode.  However, I agree that the
>ending was very hurried.  Had the show been another 20 minutes longer, it
>could have been handled very well.  But up until Data and Picard find the
>cure and return everyone to normal with a hitch, the show was very good.

Puh-LEASE! "De-evolving"? "Evolutionary chain"? Arachnid remnant introns in
humans? (Spiders? I mean, at least pick something that's *within* the human
lineage!) Absolute, total, complete, garbage.  Those writers wouldn't know
the *actual* theory of evolution from a hole in the ground.

Of course, the portrayal of evolutionary theory in pop culture and even in
basic education in the US is the most rancid and inaccurate of *any*
scientific subject, and has been for perhaps the last 100 years.  But even
so, the (wince) "scientific content" of that Trek episode was misleading
and stupid beyond the call of duty, beginning to end.  IMHO.

Wayne Throop
throopw%sheol@concert.net
throop@aur.alcatel.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 19:40:13 GMT
From: mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (M'Woody)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent STrek:TNG episode

Franklin Hummel (hummel@ATHENA.MIT.EDU) wrote:
>But what really troubles me is that 1) people have just a low standard of
>what they will accept from producers and consider it good, and, even more
>troubling, 2) people are willing to let themselves be treat as -idiots-.

Low standard? I think the "bad science" is the only thing that can be
considered a low standard. Even the bad science is not a weekly occurrence.
But I will continue to watch Star Trek even so. The acting, somewhat
questionable the first season, greatly improved as actors became more
comfortable with the characters. The stories are, for the most part, very
good.

>Because that is what a lot of TREK viewers are doing: you have heard
>repeatly from many people about how the science stinks in TREK and you
>don't care.  You are being fed errors and stupidity from week and week and
>you don't care.

I'm not complaining about the bad science. I'm sure I probably catch it
just about every time, but it doesn't matter to me. This type of thing is
something I have thought about much as a writer. When writing fiction, how
important is it that the small details are correct. Quite possibly many
people don't see some or all of the "bad science" on Trek. If I wrote a
short story in which a character drives a 1963 red Ford Mustang, some
readers might get hung up on that point (Ford didn't produce Mustangs in
1963) that they would be unable to enjoy the rest of the story, including
the plot and the characterization, etc.. When a reader is supposed to
believe something that they know just isn't true, that sometimes pulls them
out of the world the writer has created. Truly, writers should do as much
as they can to make sure all accepted facts are correct. But if I wrote a
story where people are discussing the solution to Fermat's last thereom,
most people have probably never heard of Fermat's last theorem, let alone
that there has been no solution (proof). Readers mustn't let little things
like this derail them from the story.

After all, in Trek, we are willing to believe that 1000 or so people jet
around the galaxy in this thing that looks like a giant space casino
(Enterprise-D), but if these people metamorphosize too quickly for it, all
bets are off. (Sorry). One must also remember that Trek is set over 300
years in the future. Why should any of our notions of science hold water
then (or anti-matter either)?

As an aside, I apologize for the length of this. I usually hate 5 or 6 page
posts. I guess I have a lot to say. I tried to eliminate as much quoted
material as I could, as all should do, instead of rerunning somebody's
entire 10-page post.

>In many of the recent episodes, it would not have been difficult to
>correct the scientific flaws without changing the plot in anyway.

Probably not, but remember the production schedule for a one-hour, weekly
television show is hectic. Many of the actors are on the set 15 hours a
day.  The people behind the scenes probably log in more hours.

Every sci-fi show ever made has probably been guilty of bad or, at the
least, questionable science. The original Trek has have been one of the
worst offender. Even I can admit that "Spock's Brain" was laughable. In
fact, my stomach was sore for days after the last time I saw it. But I'm
perhaps one of the biggest fans of the old Trek. I loved Shatner's acting,
the goofy camera angles and scenery. The characterization itself was enough
to want to watch every episode. But the show had much more, including
innovative plots, boldly going where no show had gone before. I love
cliches!

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 20:38:25 GMT
From: vghoward@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent STrek:TNG episode

What was so bad about "Genesis"??  I thought it was rather bold of the
producers to try their hand at doing a situation comedy.  And it WORKED!
It was the most absolutely hilarious episode of TNG I've ever seen.  Data
informing Picard that he was going to devolve into a lemur made it for me.
 
But what's the deal with Worf and Deanna?  Are they going out or what??
This is the third episode already in which the possibility of them being
romantically linked has either been explored or suggested this season.
 
vghoward@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 01:19:10 GMT
From: DENISEI@alcon.acu.edu (DENISE INGLIS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ST:TNG "Genesis"

I liked this episode, but:

Beef #1: The ending was a bit ludicrous.  What was Doctor Crusher's
reaction to the mayhem she was responsible for?  "Oh silly me, the virus I
created to help Barkley, just got a little out of hand.  Who knew?"  No
remorse for her fellow crewmen who were killed?  Wouldn't a court-martial
be in order here?

Beef #2: They obviously went to great trouble with Worf's makeup, but yet
we hardly got to see any of it.

Denise Inglis
denisei@alcon.acu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 06:02:41 GMT
From: gmclain@lonestar.utsa.edu (Glenn A. Mclain)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG "Genesis"

denisei@alcon.acu.edu (Denise Inglis) writes:
>Beef #1: The ending was a bit ludicrous.  What was Doctor Crusher's
>reaction to the mayhem she was responsible for?  "Oh silly me, the virus I
>created to help Barkley, just got a little out of hand.  Who knew?"  No
>remorse for her fellow crewmen who were killed?  Wouldn't a court-martial
>be in order here?
>
>Beef #2: They obviously went to great trouble with Worf's makeup, but yet
>we hardly got to see any of it.

Beef #3: How come there was no explaination of Barkley "Spider"
transformation?

Beef #4: I find it weird that species from around the galaxy evolved into
into similar beings, rather than beginning as similar beings, and evolving
into a distinct race.  Anyone understand what I'm trying to say?

------------------------------
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 14:46:59 GMT
From: keeper@cats.ucsc.edu (Ron O'Dell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Third Age of Mankind (was Re: B5: Minbari Culture.

benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn) writes:
>3rd Age: The beginning of B5.  Humans become a major player in the grand
>scheme of things.  I don't think we fully pass into the 3rd age until the
>end of the first season: hence "Chrysalis".

Yes, but it's got to be more complicated than that.

When the Minbari captured Sinclair, they discovered something.  Something
profound. Profound enough that they immediately surrendered to the Earth
Alliance even though they were on the brink of victory. They then made sure
that they were able to keep an eye on Sinclair, by sending Setai Delenn
(virtually their vice president, remember) to the station, after they got
him put in charge of B5 by rejecting all other proposed commanders (EA knew
that not having the Minbari on the council would be a major loss to the B5
project, so they accepted all rejections, and continued putting forth new
suggestions, until the Minbari agreed - on Sinclair).

We've already established the importance of the number three to Minbari
culture and beliefs.  So there's got to be some profound change to mark the
Third Age of Mankind.  Also consider what Larry DiTillio said to J. Michael
Straczynski after reading the planned story arc: "You're out of your mind,"
he said, according to JMS.  So there's every reason to believe that it's
going to be something far from mundane.

Ron O'Dell
keeper@cats.ucsc.edu
keeper@armory.com
keeper@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 17:59:34 GMT
From: feldman@tlgmax.zko.dec.com (Gary Feldman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Third Age of Mankind (was Re: B5: Minbari Culture.

Is it possible that Delenn has some telepathic powers?  She seemed to sense
that something was happening with Sinclair after he broke loose.  Perhaps
not clear telepathy (such as Talia's or Bester's), but something else.

If the Vorlons take no interest in other species, and Kosh was taking an
interest in Earth history, does that imply humans are not another species?

Gary

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 18:57:33 GMT
From: jazz@netcom.com (David C. Navas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Minbari Motivations  (was Re: Third Age... (was Re: B5: Minbari...

keeper@cats.ucsc.edu (Ron O'Dell) writes:
>When the Minbari captured Sinclair, they discovered something.  Something
>profound. Profound enough that they immediately surrendered to the Earth
>Alliance even though they were on

What you (and I) consider profound, and what a totally alien intelligence
would consider profound enough to stop the pointless slaughter of an entire
species may well be very different.

David Navas
jazz@netcom.com
dnavas@us.oracle.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 20:51:29 GMT
From: jammer@rosie.uh.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Minbari Motivations

jazz@netcom.com (David C. Navas) writes:
>What you (and I) consider profound, and what a totally alien intelligence
>would consider profound enough to stop the pointless slaughter of an
>entire species may well be very different.

  SO FAR (and I stress that) all the non-humans (I hate the way they are
referred to as "aliens") have displayed motivations not at all dissimilar
with anything to be found right here; even the Vorlons.

Jim Miller
Texas A&M University

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 22:15:06 GMT
From: dambik@fnalo.fnal.gov (Ed Dambik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: <None>

jazz@netcom.com (David C. Navas) writes:
> What you (and I) consider profound, and what a totally alien intelligence
> would consider profound enough to stop the pointless slaughter of an
> entire species may well be very different.

Maybe they didn't realize the slaughter *was* pointless *until* they
questioned Sinclair.

I wonder what "protects" Sinclair. Why did they let him live at all if he
was such a potential threat? Why is he still alive?  Somthing or someone
has given him protection as long as he remains in the dark and, presumably,
harmless. WHO might not be hard to guess. Now, the WHY is another story.
One for JMS to tell...

Ed

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 00:59:44 GMT
From: crisper@armory.com (Crisper Than Thou)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Third Age of Mankind

JMS has already stated that one of the five major races loses its homeworld
during the overall arc. The simplest, most obvious choice would be Narn
revenge against the Centauri. The more subtle, insidious (and IMHO most
likely) choice would be the Centauri regaining control of the Narn through
bloody war. The really cool choice would be the destruction of Earth.
Babylon 5 goes from "last best hope for peace" to "last best hope for human
survival". *shudder*

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 03:21:56 GMT
From: keeper@cats.ucsc.edu (Ron O'Dell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Third Age of Mankind

crisper@armory.com writes:
> bloody war. The really cool choice would be the destruction of Earth.
> Babylon 5 goes from "last best hope for peace" to "last best hope for
> human survival". *shudder*

Hmm.  That would give sense to why Kosh was studying pictures from Earth.

And we already know that Kosh has some future knowledge (well, OK, we on
this group do, but casual viewers don't) from his line "I will miss it when
it is gone."  ...or is that not future knowledge, instead just an
expectation to live longer than B5?

Then again, in this cutting-room-floor scene, he was looking out of B5, at
the stars!

Ron O'Dell
keeper@cats.ucsc.edu
keeper@armory.com
keeper@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 14:24:23 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Third Age of Mankind

keeper@cats.ucsc.edu said:
> him put in charge of B5 by rejecting all other proposed commanders (EA
> knew that not having the Minbari on the council would be a major loss to
> the B5 project, so they accepted all rejections, and continued putting
> forth new suggestions, until the Minbari agreed -- on Sinclair).

Err... was Sinclair commander of Babylons 1 through 4?  If so, how did he
escape to be commander of B5?  If not, did the Minbari have their hooks in
the first four commanders too?

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 00:39:10 GMT
From: jhove@cs.mcgill.ca (Benoit JAUVIN-GIRARD)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Third Age of Mankind

feldman@tlgmax.zko.dec.com (Gary Feldman) writes:
>If the Vorlons take no interest in other species, and Kosh was taking an
>interest in Earth history, does that imply humans are not another species?

Or maybe the Vorlons found out that the Minbari have an interest in
Sinclair and are catching up on the background?  Me, I think the Vorlons
are around mainly to spy on the Minbari (by interposed agents, of course) -
they certainly don't seem interested by much of anything, but if they
possess a more advanced technology (and they could, for all we know of
them), they could be well the only race with a chance to understand how
Minbari technology works.  It sounds as good a motive as any other for
Kosh's presence.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 19:19:48 GMT
From: bishop@pole.catt.ncsu.edu (Dexy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon-5

miroballi robert a <ramiro@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu> wrote:
>The Minbari probably scanned his brain (or whatever) to get a better view
>of the human race and why we kept fighting even though it was obvious that
>we had lost.  (The charge of the Light Brigade, etc.) Or, they implanted
>something subconciously to get power over Babylon-5.  That would explain
>why

I always figured it was something similar to that; alien curiosity on their
part prompting close-up examination of a 'specimen'...  But it still leaves
wide open the question of why they still didn't proceed to
subjugate/exterminate humanity.  And also why they picked Sinclair in
particular, unless they could see by markings on his fighter, or
transmissions from it, that he was the person in charge.

I never got to see the 'movie', a few months back, that was supposed to
have started the whole thing...was there any more info about the
Earth/Minbari war in that??

Hey.  Here's a subject that _really_ makes me curious...Vorlons(sp?)  They
breathe methane, they (or at least their ambassador) wear 'encounter
suits(?)'  , and they seem so antisocial, or maybe just _alien_, that the
phrase 'Vorlon ambassador' seems a contradiction in terms.  BUT...they (or
once again, maybe just their ambassador) seem curious about US...

I recall the first scene with Kosh and Sinclair, and I couldn't quite tell
what was going on.  Sinclair first seemed to be speaking to that
ball-of-light-behind-the-curtain thing, and then there was a flash, and the
suit, or whatever, seemed to move, and then Sinclair spoke to it.  Are
Vorlons critters made up of just energy or something, using the suits when
they need to interact with corporeals like us, or move about in a
non-methane environment??

bishop@pole.catt.ncsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 19:54:12 GMT
From: fils@iastate.edu (Douglas R. Fils)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Demon this season?

My question would be this, I took some time to read through the FAQ (which
I most likely haven't done in over a year) and caught this new tidbit.
That "Midnight in the Sunken Cathedral" and "Demon on the Run" will not be
seen this season but rather next season?  After watching "Demon with a
Glass Hand" (an old Outer Limits episode for those wondering... also
written by Elison) I am looking forward to "Demon on the Run".

Anyone know if Ellison's shows are going to be seen this seaon?

Doug

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 20:15:28 GMT
From: acm@wolverine.utias.utoronto.ca (Andrew Charles MacKenzie Allen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Quality of Actor's Performances


The production values of the show are quite good, and the stories show a
great deal of thought....  so why is the acting so wooden?

Some compliments to offset that complaint:

Thank heavens there are no children running (or running loose on) the
Station.

One more beef: Why do writer's insist that humans can mate with any
humanoid?  Please, give that tired and wildly improbable cr*p a rest...  I
can understand why Roddenberry did that for Spock: it gave him some
humanity for the 1960s audience and we all suspended our disbelief, didn't
we?  A Narn-Human mix would certainly not be viable.

Oh, the Minbari ambassador is played exceptionally well - an exception to
my first comment.

Andrew C. M. Allen
acm@sdr.utias.utoronto.ca
allen@cannon.ecf.toronto.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 20:48:33 GMT
From: enthar@eecs.nwu.edu (Seth Buntain)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Quality of Actor's Performances

Andrew Charles MacKenzie Allen <acm@wolverine.utias.utoronto.ca> wrote:
>One more beef: Why do writer's insist that humans can mate with any
>humanoid?  Please, give that tired and wildly improbable cr*p a rest...  A
>Narn-Human mix would certainly not be viable.

Presumably you are referring to our honored Narn Ambassordors fetish for
earth women.  I would say, without going into any detail, for the sake of
our younger audiance, that it is unlikely that any children will be the
result, and that the whole point was comic relief...:)

>Oh, the Minbari ambassador is played exceptionally well - an exception to
>my first comment.

As well as the Centuri Ambassador.  Both when drunk and not :)

Seth Buntain
enthar@nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 20:52:46 GMT
From: zecca@starfury.cgd.ucar.edu (The Admiral)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Quality of Actor's Performances

acm@wolverine.utias.utoronto.ca (Andrew Charles MacKenzie Allen) writes:
>The production values of the show are quite good, and the stories show a
>great deal of thought....  so why is the acting so wooden?

1) Some of the actors do so to stay in character! (Ivanova may seem kind of
stiff when she's on duty, but she's *supposed* to be that way.  Off-duty,
she loosens up a bit, as we have already seen.  Claudia Christian is doing
a wonderful job.)

2) For Michael O'Hare...I'm not sure if it's because he's playing the
character correctly or if he just has a style that doesn't lend itself well
to the conveyance of emotion.

3)  Jerry Doyle, Peter Jurasik and Andreas Katsulas are wooden??????

4) At least you noted correctly the excellent performance Mira Furlan is
putting in.

5) Kosh is Kosh.  What else can I say? :-)

I'm sure they will all get better with time.

>One more beef: Why do writer's insist that humans can mate with any
>humanoid?

On _Babylon 5_, they don't.  You've misread something somewhere.

>A Narn-Human mix would certainly not be viable.

Or to make it viable, you would have to do a lot of genetic engineering and
manipulation...and the end result would have to have a basis more like one
or the other of the species and not any sort of even blend.  G'Kar was
looking for was the right set of genes to give a Narn Psi ability.  So, if
human Psi genes would also activiate Psi ability in a Narn (questionable at
best), splicing them in at the right point of the Narn fetus's DNA might do
the trick...maybe.

I think that's about all JMS and crew have ever hinted at for cross-species
reproduction.

Now, it would be more easily possible for some members of some species to
*mate* with one another without actually producing viable offspring.  There
are certain similarities amongst mammals on the Earth that would allow a
human and a Doberman, for instance, to mate, but they will never produce
viable offspring (at least not without a lot of work in the genetics labs).

G'Kar's a bit of a Narn pervert that way.  He's into humans.  So sayeth the
Great Maker.

Michael Zecca
zecca@starfury.cgd.ucar.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 21:16:10 GMT
From: acm@wolverine.utias.utoronto.ca (Andrew Charles MacKenzie Allen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Quality of Actor's Performances

With respect to Human-ExtraTerrestrial matings being improbable in the
extreme, I was referring to the episode in which the Narn chap was
interested in mating with the Psi Corps agent for purposes of introducing
Telepathic genes into the Narn "species".  (Boy I feel dumb now: I've
caught myself arguing about telepathic gene transfers between aliens and my
own species...  real National Enquirer stuff, hmmm.)

Ack!  It's still not a viable concept.

Andrew C. M. Allen	
acm@sdr.utias.utoronto.ca
allen@cannon.ecf.toronto.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 21:27:37 GMT
From: huckeba@nevada.edu (Holly Huckeba)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5

I think you are correct and I think that Commander Sinclair has a bit of
"admiration" for her as well.  The intriguing thing is - is she 'attracted'
to him because she saw something in him, on him, about him, while they had
him in captivity?  But of course, he doesn't remember this, but she does...
Is he 'attracted'(please insert your own word here) becuase of something he
is subconsciously affected by - after his lost twenty four hours????

Anyway, I am loving this show!

It's such a welcome difference of spirit, foreshadowing, flavor, plot line,
characterization, special effects, mores, sociology, (need I go on?)  from
Star Trek, Any.

Which is not to say that I am anti-Star Trek. Oh, no.  I have been a FAN
since 1966 when the whole thing started (TV) Actually, I've been carrying a
torch for Mr. Spock ever since... someday...

Holly
huckeba@nevada.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 21:59:49 GMT
From: techy@iastate.edu (Troy A.. Rutter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Quality of Actor's Performances

Um... on the contrary.. JMS has insisted that G'Kar's discussion about
mating was only surface deep.  He even acknowledged the fact that mating
would not be possible.  Where were you? ;>

Troy Rutter
Iowa State University

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 22:02:54 GMT
From: eric@polaris.async.vt.edu (Eric Pawtowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Quality of Actor's Performances

Andrew Charles MacKenzie Allen <acm@wolverine.utias.utoronto.ca> wrote:
>With respect to Human-ExtraTerrestrial matings being improbable in the
>extreme, I was referring to the episode in which the Narn chap was
>interested in mating with the Psi Corps agent for purposes of introducing
>Telepathic genes into the Narn "species".  (Boy I feel dumb now: I've
>caught myself

JMS has already answered that one.  

G'Kar saw the female telepath in the bar (forget her name) and decided that
he wanted to sleep with her (he's a pervert, even by Narn standards).  So
he did what hundreds of modern-day males do when in a bar and looking at an
attractive female: made up a story on the spot in the hopes of getting her
to sleep with him.  We don't know how much of it was a lie - probably, at
least the part about the Narn not having tepaths was true, but the rest was
complete $%#& :-).

epawtows@polaris.async.vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 22:17:17 GMT
From: brad@cais.com (Brad Wist)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5

Well, on the subject of the Vorlons, we don't really know exactly what they
look like.  Or what they are.  Though we will find out by the end of this
season.

We don't know how much of that encounter suit is really needed, or how much
is camouflage.  The Vorlons are extremely secretive, and don't want any
information about themselves to get out.

As to their motives... who can say?

Brad

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 28 Mar 94 22:19:30 GMT
From: jblum@eng.umd.edu (Jonathan Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Quality of Actor's Performances

acm@wolverine.utias.utoronto.ca (Andrew Charles MacKenzie Allen) writes:
>The production values of the show are quite good, and the stories show a
>great deal of thought....  so why is the acting so wooden?

The only one I've really heard the charge of "wooden" levelled at is
Michael O'Hare (Sinclair) and he's a stage actor.  They tend to play things
completely differently than TV-trained people do...

>Thank heavens there are no children running (or running loose on) the
>Station.

Series creator J. Michael Straczynski's official B5 motto: "No Cute Kids Or
Robots - Ever!"  :-)

>One more beef: Why do writer's insist that humans can mate with any
>humanoid?  Please, give that tired and wildly improbable cr*p a rest...  I
>can understand why Roddenberry did that for Spock: it gave him some
>humanity for the 1960s audience and we all suspended our disbelief,
>didn't we?  A Narn-Human mix would certainly not be viable.

According to JMS, as he's said over in the alt.tv.babylon-5 newsgroup, it
*isn't* possible without massive amounts of genetic engineering.  G'Kar was
just trying to pick the woman up in a uniquely twisted way.  :-)

(You'll notice, though, that his maneuvers towards her served a different
purpose - it gave the assassin a chance to record her body-print, if my
fuzzy memories of the pilot movie still serve.)

Jon Blum

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 23:22:58 GMT
From: dss2k@poe.acc.virginia.edu (David Strauss)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Demon this season?

Douglas R. Fils <fils@iastate.edu> wrote:
>Anyone know if Ellison's shows are going to be seen this season?

Nope, next season.  I'd say it's a combination of Ellison being his usual
perfectionist when it comes to TV scripts, and a larger part that he was
injured during the LA quake.  Nothing serious, but he did break his nose
and a few other minor injuries that kept him out of action.

JMS has stated both Ellison scripts will be done next season.

David Strauss
dss2k@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 23:25:11 GMT
From: jpoling@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Jeff Poling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5

>>The Minbari probably scanned his brain(or whatever) to get a better view
>>of the human race and why we kept fighting even though it was obvious
>>that we had lost.  (The charge of the Light Brigade, etc.) Or, they
>>implanted something subconciously to get power over Babylon-5.  That
>>would explain
>
> I always figured it was something similar to that; alien curiosity on
> their part prompting close-up examination of a 'specimen'...  But it
> still leaves wide open the question of why they still didn't proceed to
> subjugate/exterminate humanity.  And also why the picked Sinclair in

I'll add some more speculation to the pile:

   1) They discovered that there was something about the humans or the
Earth that could be made into a weapon that the Minbari had no defense
against.  They wanted to end the war before the humans discovered the
weapon and wiped the Minbari out.
   2) The Minbari decided that the humans would serve a need they had
better as an ally than a defeated, subjugated species (i.e. a race of
warriors, negotiators, etc.).  In other words, the Minbari are USING the
humans to their own ends.

   In either case, this could explain why the Minbari don't want
Sinclair(?)  to remember what happened on the cruiser.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 00:59:14 GMT
From: arensb@cfar.umd.edu (Andrew Arensburger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: There are two holes in your mind.

Geoffrey DeWan (gdewan@prairienet.org) wrote:
> While watching Soul Hunter again last light, during the Soul Hunter's
> speech about losing a High Minbari Mucky-Muck's soul, I got to wondering
> if somehow this was refering to the original incident that started the
> war in the first place and if somehow Sinclair was present for that also.

   No: the Earth-Minbari war began as a first contact gone horribly wrong.
As I recall, one side made what it thought was a friendly gesture, the
other side interpreted it as being hostile, and so the shooting started.

   The suicide of the Minbari leader occurred *after* the war, either just
before or just after their surrender (I don't remember which, if it was
ever stated).
   IMHO, it was pretty clear from context that this latter was the event
that the Soul Hunter and Delenn were talking about: although a Minbari high
mucky-muck died in the event that started the war, he was a battle
casualty.

Andrew Arensburger
arensb@cfar.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 08:52:32 GMT
From: mvp@netcom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Well ... I'll be first

Dexy <bishop@pole.catt.ncsu.edu> wrote:
>I never got to see the 'movie', a few months back, that was supposed to
>have started the whole thing...was there any more info about the
>Earth/Mimbari war in that??

I don't think there was any information that you've missed from other
episodes, especially "And the Sky Full of Stars."  That title, by the way,
was from a line of Sinclair's in the pilot, when he was describing the
Battle of the Line to his then girlfriend.  ".. and the sky full of stars,
every star an exploding space ship.  One of ours."

The brief clip of the Minbari assassin lying on the floor and saying "You
have a hole in your mind." is also from the pilot.  Sinclair convinced
himself for ten years that nothing happened during that 24 hours, he just
blacked out and was adrift.  That statement by the Minbari assassin was the
first thing that made him doubt that.

>I recall the first scene with Kosh and Sinclair, and I couldn't quite tell
>what was going on.  Sinclair first seemed to be speaking to that
>ball-of-light-behind-the-curtain thing, and then there was a flash, and
>the suit, or whatever, seemed to move, and then Sinclair spoke to it.  Are
>Vorlons critters made up of just energy or something, using the suits when
>they need to interact with corporeals like us, or move about in a
>non-methane environment??

JMS knows, but he ain't telling.  Yet.

We are told that the Vorlons have organic technology.  They seem to give
off light, but I really, *really* hope they aren't "energy beings."
There's reason to believe they aren't.  In the pilot, Dr.  Kyle saw Kosh
and worked on him after the assassin poisoned him, and the telepath
actually touched him.

We will see Kosh eventually.  This season, I think.

Mike Van Pelt
mvp@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 08:54:30 GMT
From: lewchuk@cs.ualberta.ca (Michael Lewchuk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Quality of Actor's Performances

acm@wolverine.utias.utoronto.ca (Andrew Charles MacKenzie Allen) writes:
>The production values of the show are quite good, and the stories show a
>great deal of thought....  so why is the acting so wooden?

Depends on the actors and the scripts and the atmosphere.  I find it sort
of a cross between Deep Space Nine and Buck Rogers in the 25th Century: the
setting and serious mood of DS9 and the cheezy lines of BRit25C.

I'm glad Sinclair's "heroisms" were toned down.  I was tired of him being
some sort of superman, and I thought many of his lines were good for a "B"
rated or silly movie like "Police Academy", not for a semiserious TV show.

>Thank heavens there are no children running (or running loose on) the
>Station.

What, you don't like the pitter patter of little Narn feet?

>One more beef: Why do writer's insist that humans can mate with any
>humanoid?  Please, give that tired and wildly improbable cr*p a rest...
>
>I can understand why Roddenberry did that for Spock: it gave him some
>humanity for the 1960s audience and we all suspended our disbelief,
>didn't we?  A Narn Human mix would certainly not be viable.

<Shrug>.  Maybe with their level of genetic engineering it is possible.
The new Trekkie books seem to say that a little genetic dabbling is all
that is required to blend Human and Vulcan genes.  Remember that most
humanoids evolved from a protorace which seeded their DNA in the Trekkie
universe.  It is not impossible that races with similar genetic
characteristics evolved, so that one could conceivably "mate" with another
with scientific help.

Apart from the Narn ambassador asking yon telepath for a kid, I don't seem
to recall any other interspecies matings or offers of such.  Sex, yes.
Mating specifically for mating, no.

I guess it's just another of those conveniences writers use:
* anything which looks reasonably alike can mate
* all aliens have learned English (French, German, Italian, Russian,
  Spanish...) 
* many of the dominant aliens are humanoid in appearance (when's the last
  time you saw a Horta crewmember as a Star Trek bridge officer?).

>Oh, the Minbari ambassador is played exceptionally well - an exception to
>my first comment.

The Minbari ambassador is one of the few characters without those rather
hilarious/hideous lines.  The Narn ambassador has his "Oooo" resembling
Homer Simpson, the Centauri ambassador is played well, I think, even though
he is made out to be a rather silly kind of guy, and the command crew is
still rather underdeveloped as characters.  The Commander dropped his
Buck-Rogers attitude, the security chief is still not a nice guy, and the
lieutenant commander finally was developed into more than just a cold
hearted serious kind of woman.  The telepath is played very well, as is the
doctor.

My advice: wait, watch, and hope the writers actually have something
planned.

Michael Lewchuk
lewchuk@cs.UAlberta.CA

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 13:11:28 GMT
From: arcardw@indsvax1.indstate.edu (Paul Cardwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Commander's Memory

Anyone have a good guess as to why the Commander cannot recall the events
that happened while on the Minbari Crusier?  If so what happened?

For starters in the original episode near the end when that Minbari said,
"You have a hole in your mind."  This seems to start things off with the
audience wanting to know what the heck happened.

Remember when the Soul Taker said they were using him and when Delenn met
her servant? she told him never to say her name.

So, I am wondering if by saying her actual name besides Delenn, would key
off the Commander?

Anyone else have more info?

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 13:56:19 GMT
From: IO21173@maine.maine.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: There are two holes in your mind.

eric@polaris.async.vt.edu (Eric Pawtowski) says:
>>about losing a High Minbari Mucky-Muck's soul, I got to wondering if
>>somehow this was refering to the original incident that started the war
>>in the first place and if somehow Sinclair was present for that also.
>>What do you guys think?

"Sky full of Stars" seemed to imply that Sinclair was on Earth, rising
through Earth Force's ranks, when the war started.  There really wouldn't
be any reason for him to be on the Minbari home world when the war started.
Besides, we've already got a big enough mystery concerning what happened to
him when the war ENDED!  We really don't need another one.

Of course, there is another possibility ...

>Well, JMS has said that time travel will occur *once* (and only once) in
>the series, so it is possible that Sinclair was involved with the start of
>the war.
>
>I personaly doubt it, though.

I doubt it, too.  Some posters would be in seventh heaven over the angst
Sinclair would feel from having STARTED the war and then STOPPING it!

On time travel: Sounds like JMS wants to put as much distance between
himself and ST as possible.  Personally, I think he could allow two or
three time travel stories because if you say "This one is IT!" you make a
lot of pressure for yourself to get it right and make an excellent story.
Besides, time travel to other eras only occurred 4 times in the classic
TREK and once in the movies.  TNG has had time travel about the same number
of times out of over 100 episodes.  So, I think JMS could ease up on that.
restriction.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 14:02:52 GMT
From: thornp2@hall106.its.rpi.edu (Phillip Thorne)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Is Sinclair a Chosen One?

In "And the Sky Full of Stars" (ATSFOS, or just "Sky"), we see Sinclair
trying to ram the Minbari cruiser.  He's flying at the starboard side and
suddenly - *something* passes in front of him!

We don't see *what* it is, but next shot, he's *in front of* the cruiser,
and they've grappled him with tractor beams.

(Side note: Minbari have gravitics!  Tractor beams.  The force ring
Ambassador Delenn used in the pilot movie ("The Gathering") to squash
Ambassador G'Kar (the Narn).  The way the windows were set up on the lower
sails of the Minbari cruiser - in rows, parallel to the flight axis)

*What was it?*  Why are the Minbari studying him?  Here's a wild guess:

There's something very significant about Cmdr. Jeffrey Sinclair.  In "Mind
War", Jason Ironheart apotheosizes, and says, "I will see you again, in a
million years."  Sinclair survives a suicide attack on the Line.  Sinclair
survives a Minbari assassin in "The Gathering."

Is Sinclair actually a demigod, and he doesn't know it?  Is Sinclair being
watched over by the giant-space-palm-trees-with-pink-lightbulbs-on-top seen
in "Parliament of Dreams" near Sigma 957?  Will really amazing things, that
forever change the way we think about the series and science fiction (as
creator JMS has promised for the season finale, "Chrysalis", due in
November), happen to Sinclair?

Phillip Thorne
thornp2@rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 14:52:27 GMT
From: shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com (Jim Shupe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Minbari & Humans

Okay here's a theory:

Sinclair had decided a suicide charge at the Minbari cruiser/command ship
was appropriate instead of retreating (much like a Kamikaze attack).

This may or may not have surprised the Minbari so they captured him and
decided to see what made him tick.  Assuming they found that most human
warriors and non-warriors, when pressed to a wall, will fight even if the
situation is hopeless, they may have decided to not waste the resources in
taking Earth. (Like the U.S. with Japan, we would have lost tremendous
amounts of materials, and lives taking Japan in WWII conventionally, as yet
we don't see a viable superweapon they could have used against us).

So they decided to surrender and take Earth from the inside.

Then again, perhaps they saw something good about humans and decided to
work with us instead of against us?

As far as the High Council Female as ambassador... It seems quite obvious
from a recent episode why she is there... "He can not be allowed to live if
he begins to remember."

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 15:02:16 GMT
From: shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com (Jim Shupe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Quality of Actor's Performances

> Thank heavens there are no children running (or running loose on) the
> Station.

Why, the assumption here is that humans have been in space for a long time.
Humans LIKE to have sex... the natural result is children usually.  The
assumption of no children in space indicates that any human wishing to have
children would be Earthbound.  Or are they cloning or using in vitro in
B-5?  I'd say this is a rather invalid complaint... besides, the kids could
be kept in certain areas... so far we have seen military, ops, a casino,
and a diplomacy room... why would there be kids there anyhow, wouldn't they
be in the educational pods?
 
> One more beef: Why do writer's insist that humans can mate with any
> humanoid?  Please, give that tired and wildly improbable cr*p a rest...
> I can understand why Roddenberry did that for Spock: it gave him some
> humanity for the 1960s audience and we all suspended our disbelief,
> didn't we?  A Narn-Human mix would certainly not be viable.

Ahhh, another invalid complate.  The writers do not "insist that humans can
mate with any humanoid" only that they can copulate or at least enjoy each
other.  I assume however, that you are talking about the Narn ambassador's
attempt to mate with certain human women... you assume he is being
honest... he may just find them attractive and want to enjoy they're
bodies... Hell, we know he's dishonest in politics, what makes you think
he'd be honest with women?
 
> Oh, the Minbari ambassador is played exceptionally well - an exception to
> my first comment.

I concur but would like to add the Centauri ambassador to the list of well
played roles.  He is my favorite character... "My shoes are too tight and
I've forgotten how to dance." ;)

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 1 Apr 94 04:16:48 GMT
From: matt@physics2.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Puzzling reference in "The State of the Art"

Well, I finally got my copy (right here in Berkeley - I didn't even have to
go to Santa Cruz or Canada or somewhere like that!), so now I can stop
feeling so envious whenever I see discussions about it...

Anyway, there's a passage that puzzles me a bit.  Sma, saying that she
wants Earth to be Contacted, says

   I didn't want to leave, I didn't want to keep them safe from
   us and let them devour themselves; I wanted maximum
   interference; I wanted to hit the place with a programme Lev
   Davidovitch would have been proud of.  I wanted to see the
   junta generals fill their pants when they realized the future
   is--- in Earth terms---bright, bright red.

So, my question: who is this Lev Davidovitch that she's referring to?  The
only Lev Davidovitch I've heard of is Lev Davidovitch Landau, and, while he
was a remarkable man in many ways, I've never heard anything about his
politics that would make this make sense if it were him.  Is there another
Lev Davidovitch that I'm supposed to have heard of?

Matthew Austern                   
matt@physics.berkeley.edu         

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 01:27:58 GMT
From: U58563@uicvm.uic.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ben Bova's 'Mars'

   Ben Bova's 'Mars' is a novel about an alien race.  Namely, the cardboard
and contradictory characters he portrays.  His main character is a Navajo
whose description is about what one would expect from someone who talked to
someone once who read 'Nightwing' and 'The Manitou' (pulp horror stories
which give much more detailed Native American themes).  His novel is filled
with implausibilities such as a Hungarian woman who hides her hatred of
Russians for three years, then brings along a picture of her grandfather
being taken away by Russians and waves it around whenever she can cause
trouble.  For no apparent reason.  Then tearfully forgives them at the end
with little more cause.
   As far as science is concerned, hard science fans: put away your slide
rules.  Aside from the turn-around time for radio signals (25 minutes), the
time to reach Mars (one year) and the length of stay (8 weeks) he gives few
technical details.  Descriptions are vague and contradictory.  A major
element of the story revolves around the fact that the food is
'reconstituted' and contains no nutrients, making separate vitamin
supplements necessary.  Yet the main character complains that he is forced
to suffer Italian food constantly, intended for the person he has replaced.
Suggesting that the food was shipped from Earth containing no vitamins?
Another annoying flaw concerned his claim that the moons of Mars could be
used as a source of hydrogen and oxygen, and therefore could be refueling
stops for ships.  Just how or why these elements would be present on
captured asteroids, or where the energy to separate all that fuel was
supposed to come from, is unspecified.  Still another flaw comes when it is
claimed that the astronauts 'have no facilities for encryption' as they
work with their laptop computers!  Yet at the same time the conversations
are treated as private, as though 1,000 amateur radio buffs wouldn't be
hanging on every word sent from Mars.
   Aesthetically, I have little appreciation for the tightly controlled,
high security situation presented in this book.  What is more, it is
sufficiently inconsistent and illogical that I have a strong feeling it is
used more to cover for things Bova is unable or unwilling to write, than as
an actual story device.
   I recommend that others simply add "Ben Bova" to their killfiles.
 
Author:     Ben Bova
Title:      Mars
Publisher:  Bantam Books
City:       New York
Date:       July 1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-56241-X
Pages:      549 pp
Comments:   paperback, $5.99 US, $6.99 Canada

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 16:05:17 GMT
From: RCTST2@vms.cis.pitt.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Darkman Review

				Dark Review
				    by
			       Raymond Tate

   Darkman for those not in the know is a character created by the
Raimis:Sam and Ivan, the Goldins:Dan and Joshua and Chuch Pfarrer - no
brother.  Liam Neeson, yes Schindler, breathed life into the character in a
self-entitled movie well worth checking out.

Spoiler for those who haven't seen the movie:

   Darkman is Peyton Westlake, a scientist who created a synthetic skin
lasting indefinitely in the dark and a mere ninety-nine minutes in the sun.
Unfortunately for Peyton, a thug named Durant had designs on incriminating
evidence his girlfriend inadvertently left in his lab.  Durant's gang
tortured Peyton.  They submerged his face in a chemical bath.  They blew up
his lab.  Peyton survived.
   His body burned beyond recognition, Peyton made a perfect lab rat for a
mad-scientist interested in supressing pain.  Peyton escaped the hospital
and saught vengeance against the gang as Darkman.  With his synthetic skin,
he could become anyone.  Thanks to the modern-day Frankenstein, he cannot
feel physical pain.  Add those "powers" to the incredible strength borne of
his rage, and Darkman becomes a formidible enemy and a good friend to have
when walking down shadowy alleys.

End of Spoiler

   The true test of a book based on a movie or television series is whether
or not you can hear an actor's voice while reading the writer's words.  I
heard Liam Neeson when reading DARKMAN #1: THE HANGMAN.
   The plot is simple because it can happen.  There is no mystery to solve
within these pages; Boyll, whom I have never heard of until now, relates a
neo-pulp along the lines of the Shadow's vein - the black cloaked avenger,
not the invisible fruitcake on the radio.  Boyll has a gift for
three-dimensional characterization and snappy dialogue.  His choice of
words in his narration is inspired, and he has a fine sense of timing.  The
book displays a good sense of humor without ever treating the crimefighting
subject as silly.  The book is classified as horror, and there are moments
of unforgettable terror thanks to the twentieth-century Fagin - Hangman.
Suspense can be savored in one sitting, and as you read you really care
about what happens to Darkman and his allies.  You can sympathize with his
anguis and cheer him in his pursuit of justice.  Darkman is a very ethical
vigilante, and although he dishes out his share of violence, he prefers
outwitting the criminals and tempering his vengeance with mercy.  I look
forward to the next book in this blossoming series.  You will too.

Author:     Randall Boyll	
Title:      Darkman #1: The Hangman	
Series:     Darkman			
Volume:     Number one
Publisher:  Pocket Books/Simon & Schuster
Date:       Feb 1994
Order Info: ISBN 0-671-78764-0	
Comments:   pb; price $4.99 USA	
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Date: 31 Mar 94 10:49:42 GMT
From: Maja.Fajdiga@ijs.si (Andrea Maja Fajdiga)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

>>Maybe Beta Colony isn't really a democracy.  After all, no one will admit
>>to voting for "Steady Freddy".  Maybe it's a techno-oligarchy.
> 
> "Steady Freddie's" preoccupation witht he media seems to indicate
> otherwise; the scene when Cordelia returns seems a classic for a
> politician trying for votes.

Also, I seem to remember that Cordelia gets offered a press secretary type
of job that she turns down saying something to the effect that as far as
she's concerned, "Steady Freddie" may go wooing the vote of hermaphrodites
dressed up as one ... Though the fact that nobody will admit voting for
"steady Freddie" does not neccessary mean that they did not do it and I'd
say that Bujold's extrapolation of a populist democracy where the majority
of citizens seem to have the good sense of electing bland officials that
may either have the very strange property (for a politician) to think ahead
much farther than the next election or little real power to affect
long-term (sensible) policies decided by <???? - Survey, R&D Admin,
trade/industrial corporations .. ????> is one of the (IMHO) wildest sf
(bordering on f) elements in her novels but then, who knows, it might be
just barely possible ;-).

Andrea Maja Fajdiga-Bulat
"J.Stefan" Institute
Ljubljana, Slovenia
maja.fajdiga@ijs.si

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 19:43:10 GMT
From: abb3w@fulton.seas.virginia.edu (Arthur Bernard Byrne)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

<SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA> wrote:
>As for a rational government not letting Miles anywhere near a pocket
>knife, never mind a space fleet - think about his record.  Lots happens
>that people want, yes, but the 'knight errant' comment is bang on.  Miles
>has twice set Imperial policy in accord with his own desires - the
>response to the attempted invasion of the Hegen Hub and supporting Marilac
>to the point of victory.  Unilaterally.  As a junior officer.  Miles does
>not, ever, *act* like a junior officer - he acts like Lord Vorkosigan, and
>since his superiors grew up with him, they see it as normal.  (Both Simon
>and Gregor have serious cases of 'Miles has always been like that'.)

   Well, in the case of the Dagoola IV rescue, he *was* arguably acting in
what he sincerely believed was what Simon would want; since he couldn't get
Colonel Tremont to raise a new resitance army, he did the next best thing
and prepared one on the spot. The fact that they were then able to win
within 4 years was *NOT* his fault.
   As for the Hegen Hub invasion, he *did* check with Gregor on that. Now,
I will admit his reaction to his immediate superior officer was... er, bad.
Admittedly, the orders he was getting were stupid, but they weren't *quite*
criminal... no, actually, they might have been - he was effectively ordered
to leave his Armsmen to rot, and I'm not sure what Barrayan law has to say
on that.
   Anyway, recall the scene in _Apprentice_ where he's in front of Gregor.
Count Vorhalas asks, "Do you think he will make a good ensign?" Count Aral
Vorkosigan replies, "I think he will make a terrible ensign. One day,
however, he may make a fine general staff officer."

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 05:06:01 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

abb3w@fulton.seas.Virginia.EDU (Arthur Bernard Byrne) writes:
>Well, in the case of the Dagoola IV rescue, he *was* arguably acting in
>what he sincerely believed was what Simon would want; since he couldn't
>get Colonel Tremont to raise a new resitance army, he did the next best
>thing and prepared one on the spot. The fact that they were then able to
>win within 4 years was *NOT* his fault.
 
Better read that bit of :Mirror Dance: again; Eli specifically comments
that a victory is *not* what Simon wanted, and Miles' handling of the
re-supply certainly *did* have something to do with the victory taking four
years.
 
>Anyway, recall the scene in _Apprentice_ where he's in front of Gregor.
>Count Vorhalas asks, "Do you think he will make a good ensign?" Count Aral
>Vorkosigan replies, "I think he will make a terrible ensign. One day,
>however, he may make a fine general staff officer."
 
Miles will make a terrible general staffer, too.  He would make a good
fleet commander (*is* a good fleet commander), but I will make you a bet -
Miles never gets promoted past Captain in the Barrayaran service.

------------------------------

From: matt@physics2.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Newsgroups: rec.arts.sf.written
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?
Date: 1 Apr 94 18:59:19 GMT

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA (Graydon) writes:
> Miles will make a terrible general staffer, too.  He would make a good
> fleet commander (*is* a good fleet commander), but I will make you a bet
> - Miles never gets promoted past Captain in the Barrayaran service.

As in Captain Negri?  Think about it: in many ways, it would be a very
sensible job for him.

Matthew Austern
matt@physics.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 05:01:03 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

abb3w@fulton.seas.Virginia.EDU (Arthur Bernard Byrne) writes:
>[Miles sugguested as Simon Illyan's successor]
>I'd agree, it would be a good job to stick him with. However, I'm not sure
>if sticking him, or *Mark*, would be the better choice.
 
Miles.  The head of security has to make decisions in stressful situations
on the fly, and get them right.  Mark would lock up.
 
Mark would make a decent head of analysis someday; the combination is
likely to cause many people a *lot* of stress.  (Security being run by a
pair of wierd mutants who are very close to the line of sucession - it'd
give any conservative Barrayaran profound fits.)

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 05:23:03 GMT
From: paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

Neat spoiler.  I can't wait...

Tim McDaniel <mcdaniel@convex.com> wrote:
>A note on Mark after "Mirror Dance": isn't Miles' cover story blown all to
>hell now?  After "Brothers in Arms", the Cetagandans thought that they had
>proof that Miles Vorkosigan and Miles Naismith were two different people.
>It's going to be obvious that Mark is not Naismith.  To continue believing
>the cover, the Cetagandans would have to believe in *two* clones of Miles
>Vorkosigan.

It's worse than that.  Tons of people have seen them head off toward
Barrayar from Jackson's Hole, and _both_ of them have been seen in public
on Barrayar.  Certainly it must be confusing to outsiders, but sorting this
out has got to be a high priority for those with an interest in Barrayaran
political turmoil.

Samuel Paik
Digital Equipment Corporation
3D Device Support
paik@mlo.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 19:36:54 GMT
From: lori.saltis@qm.sri.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

Hi.  I'm a big fan of Lois McMasters Bujold.  I've read everything she's
written up to Mirror Dance, which I can't afford until it comes out in
paperback.  The wait is agonizing, especially as I skim through the posts
on this subject.  I'm trying to catch the gist of the book without having
anything given away.  Is Mirror Dance as good as the other Barrayar books?
Are Aral and Cordelia in it very much? Has it been nominated for anything
yet?  I'd love to hear some opinions.  Thanks!

Lori

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 00:28:42 GMT
From: dsg@maroon.tc.umn.edu (Daniel S Goodman-1)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Emma Bull's Ethnicity?

Michael Feld <feld@cc.umanitoba.ca> wrote:
>Do I conclude that Emma Bull, like everyone else in Minneapolis,
>regardless of sex or skin colour, is Scandinavian?

Emma Bull is not native to Minnesota.  I believe she's from Seattle, which
has a substantial Scandinavian population (though not nearly as much as in
Minneapolis).  She looks like her ancestry is northern European, and Bull
is a name found in Scandinavia.

Dan Goodman
dsg@maroon.tc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 23:59:36 GMT
From: mpilman@rs4.tcs.tulane.edu (Monica Pilman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Ender's Game

millerbe@bohr.physics.purdue.edu (Barry E. Miller) writes:
>I just picked up and read Orson Scott Card's "Ender's Game" last
>Wednesday.  It was awesome.  I had to run out and buy the next two the
>following day.  I just finished "Xenocide" yesterday.  I enjoyed all three
>books immensely, but I did not that the third didn't seem as enjoyable as
>the first two.

I've seen a lot of stuff posted on this trilogy while I've lurked about
here, and I find that I disagree with many of you about _Xenocide_.  IMHO,
each book in this series was *better* than the one before it, with
_Xenocide_ being the best one of them all.

I will admit that I was disappointed when I first read _Xenocide_ because
what I wanted was for there to be a definitive ending to the Ender story,
one way or the other. Like many of you, I felt Card failed in the unwritten
(but well-understood) contract to give it to me.  But I've re-read the
whole trilogy several times over now, and I now have an entirely different
opinion.

With each re-reading, _Xenocide_ impressed me more. I love books that are
deep enough and rich enough to survive several re-readings and -still- find
new things in them which I had not seen before, or that I saw before, but
didn't really see all the implications.  It is for this same reason that I
love the _Dune_ books so much.  Card's ability to write has matured
tremendously since I first noticed his short stories long ago.

Monica Pilman
Tulane Computing Services
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana 
mpilman@mailhost.tcs.tulane.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Card & Cherryh & DeChancie & de Lint &
                      Devenport & Haldeman (2 msgs) & 
                      Harrison (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 13:43:20 GMT
From: caryl@issolutions.co.uk (CARYL TAKVORIAN)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: O.S. Card

I've just subscribed to the list, and this is my first posting. It is a bit
difficult to get involved since a lot of the books discussed are unknown to
me, and that I don't know whether it's because the books have just been
published or because they have been published in France.  I've read SF for
10 years now, but it's only for the last 3 years that I have started
reading in English, and I am a bit overwhelmed by the sheer volume of SF
books.  Is there anyone out there that could help me bridge the gap between
France and Rest of the World?

As for O.S. Card's books, I might not be an expert, but I'd like to give my
remarks.

I have read about every Card's book I could lay my hands on and the Alvin
trilogy is probably the work I dislike most. Of course this is because it's
quite demanding to a Frenchman, however anglophile he may be, to be
interested enough in Native American parallel history to endure three
books.  The first one was good though and original but, I felt the others
were a bit tedious.

I really appreciate O.S. Card and I can only hope that he is not going to
fall for the current trend of writing endless sequels to one's work like
Eddings, Brooks, Donaldson, ... (it's not an attack against any author,
just the names that come to my mind, IMHO). Further more, I have the
feeling that today, most authors are just "expanding" as much as they can,
publishing whole chapters that add nothing to the storyline. Maybe I am
wrong, would any one comment?

Thanks for your insight (and patience).

Caryl Takvorian
Caryl@issolutions.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 06:02:09 GMT
From: azhu_ltd@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Mimi Zhou)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: C.J. Cherryh, _Chanur's Legacy_

cfsje@news.cts.eiu.edu (Susan Eisenhour) writes:
>What's your favorite Cherryh? I think mine is still Hunter of Worlds,
>maybe because it was the first.

I haven't read that many of her books, but so far my favorite is the last
of her Morgan books, I forget the name, something Gate, I think.  I think
her characters are among the best created by SF/fantasy writers.  The bond
between the two protagonists are the most sympathetic and complex I have
seen.  I have read all the books in that serias, and also Paladin.  What
else is good?  I started one of the Chanur books, but never got into it for
some reason.

Mimi

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 17:37:18 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John DeChancie

Tony Trujillo@sound.com writes:
>   Are there any John DeChancie fans out there?

Yes, I used to be...

> For those who don't know, his newest CASTLE PERILOUS novel entitled BRIDE
> OF THE CASTLE should be out late this year.

... but I thought the "Castle Perilous" series is basically unreadable
(except for the first one, which was barely ok). _Doctor Dimension_ was
tossed back on the shelf after I skimmed the first chapter, and I haven't
tried _Magicnet_ (although I might.)

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 12:01:31 GMT
From: u5x58@lfht1.hso.link.com (Paula Berman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

I think you all forgot one: The Dreaming Place (not entirely sure of title)
- - a short novel I've seen only in hardback - explores the interplay between
two teenage cousins, lots of Native American and some Cornish mythology.
Maybe not up to Moonheart, Yarrow, or Spiritwalk, but worth the hardback
price anyway.  Probably also useful if you have a young adult-type around
you'd like to turn on to de Lint, or mythological fantasy in general.

Paula Berman                        
u5x58@lfht1.hso.link.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 19:43:10 GMT
From: rand!gaedeb@uu2.psi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Emily Devenport

I've been absent from the net for about five months, so this topic was
probably beaten to death while I was gone...

I would be interested in hearing others' opinions on Emily Devenport.  I
recently read her first two novels, _Larissa_ and _Shade_.  I enjoyed them
a great deal, finding them to be brutally realistic, street-level views of
alien cultures.  A dark and forbidding future.

My only complaint was the cover art on _Larissa_.  The protagonist is
explicitly described as being a dark-skinned Black woman with unusually
large breasts.  (This actually is important to the story, so douse those
flamethrowers.)  Well, they got the cleavage right, but the woman pictured
on the cover is clearly Caucasian.

Bruce Gaede
gaede.bruce@igate.abbott.com 

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 22:36:02 GMT
From: bwh@beach.cis.ufl.edu (Brian Hook)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Haldeman's "Forever War"

Incredible book.  Can't believe I didn't read it before today.  AMAZING
stuff.

Brian Hook
Box 90315
Gainesville, FL 32607
bwh@cis.ufl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 05:20:20 GMT
From: pickrell@netcom.com (Brian Pickrell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Haldeman's "Forever War"

_The Forever War_ is a classic.

I think Joe Haldeman did for Vietnam what R. A. Heinlein did for World War
II in _Starship Troopers_.  (By which I mean that he presented the
viewpoint on the war which is standard wisdom).  There have been lots of
good WWII books, though, while _Forever War_ is, as far as I can tell, THE
definitive Vietnam novel, inside or outside of science fiction.  (Other
opinions, anyone?  I haven't actually read much Vietnam fiction.

Unfortunately, with this book, Haldeman seems to have said all that he has
to say.  While his writing skills are second to none, his other work seems
to be short on ideas sufficient to hold my interest.

Brian Pickrell

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 22:03:27 GMT
From: ckd@kei.com (Christopher Davis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

David Rysdam <drysda02@ursa.ursa> writes:
> I came across a Harry Harrison tome (I'm tired of the word "book") that
> said something like "From the author of the best-selling 'The Stainless
> Steel Rat...'" and went on to give a title of which I have never heard.

That'd be the new one, _The Stainless Steel Rat Sings The Blues_.  Out in
HC, and I haven't read it inasmuch as my HC budget is already spoken for.

Christopher Davis
ckd@kei.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 23:24:27 GMT
From: terman@rossi.astro.nwu.edu (James Terman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

I think all the Stainless Steel Rat books are excellent with the the
exception of the latest one that just came out in hard back. IMHO,
The_Stainless_Steel_ Rat gets drafted is the funniest of them all.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 19:14:58 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

James Terman (terman@rossi.astro.nwu.edu) wrote:
>I think all the Stainless Steel Rat books are excellent with the the
>exception of the latest one that just came out in hard back. IMHO,
>The_Stainless_Steel_ Rat gets drafted is the funniest of them all.

I agree with this recommendation.  I've never been able to decide whether I
like Harry Harrison's books, or if I just read them anyway - I suspect the
latter, with the exception of Gets Drafted.  Harrison is an absolute genius
when it comes to describing food products (and I do mean food products -
not real food, but fast food, and rations, etc. ad nauseum, quite literally
if funnily), and the utopia he describes in Gets Drafted (_not_ a
walkthrough), is wonderfully self-critiquing.  Gets Drafted is, these days,
the only one I ever bother to reread.  (Is Born was probably the worst.)

_Planet of the Damned_ and _Planet of No Return_ are both interesting reads
(the first one is better, imo).  _Prime Number_ has two very good short
stories in it - the rest are passable except for a few which are
interesting failures.  I did not care for the _Deathworld_ trilogy, and I
read the entire thing hoping it would get better - I considered the _Planet
of the Damned_/_Planet of No Return_ books superior.  _Montezuma's Revenge_
(this wasn't sf) was dead boring, altho the prose style, as always, was
passable.  I haven't tried any of the Eden books, or _Skyfall_.

Whatever you do, avoid the _To the Stars_ trilogy (_Wheelworld_,
_Homeworld_ and _Starworld, not in that order).  As with the Deathworld
series, I read the entire thing in a state of disbelief, certain it had to
improve, or at least give some evidence of Harrison's sense of humor (the
man who can write Angelina *has* to have a sense of humor!), but no.
Blech.  Do not bother.

The first _Bill, the Galactic Hero_ is acceptable military satire.  I would
strongly recommend avoiding the sequels, although you might find it worth
your while to giggle at the illos in a used bookstore (some of them are
moderately amusing).  I found _Star Smashers of the Galaxy Rangers_ mostly
tiresome, but it's possible I read it too young, before I'd read a lot of
what he was spoofing, and so missed many of the jokes.  It didn't help that
I was _really_ enjoying the Lensman series right around the time I read it,
either.

Which I think covers almost all of the Harrison I've read.  Haven't read
any in a while, and I'm in no hurry to.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 20:38:02 GMT
From: jacob@plasma2.ssl.berkeley.edu (Fungi from Berkeley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

I haven't read much Harrison, only a few SSR (of which I enjoyed) and the
three Eden books. I heartily recommend these. It's rare that I found a book
I don't get bored with and have a hard time putting down, and these fell
into this category*. As usual, the first is a bit better than the following
two, but they had had a nicely woven story. (Best comparison I can think of
at the moment is May's Pliocene Exile books.)

*Latest one to fall under this category is Stirling's _Marching Through
Georgia_, but I can't find _Under the Yoke_! Grrrr.

jacob@sunspot.ssl.berkeley.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 23:57:45 GMT
From: kasprj@isaac.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

 First, I'll cast my vote of approval for the Stainless Steel Rat books.
They're all worth a read, and haven't gotten stale with time.  In fact, I
think that some of the earlier books in that series are the weaker ones.
My favorites are _The Stainless Steel Rat for President_ and _A Stainless
Steel Rat is Born_.
 
 As for the Eden books, though, I found that the novelty of a world
populated by humans and dinosaurs wore off quickly, and Harrison didn't
tell the story well enough to hold my interest. Before the end of the first
book I was alreadt finding the going rather tedious, and I never did manage
to finish the second one, which is a rarity for me, especially with science
fiction.
 
 A good but rather obscure book by Harrison (I haven't yet seen anyone
mention it) is _Captive Universe_.

> *Latest one to fall under this category is Stirling's _Marching Through
> Georgia_, but I can't find _Under the Yoke_! Grrrr.
 
 _Under the Yoke_ requires a strong stomach to read, but in general the
Draka series is a pretty good one as long as you can suspend your disbelief
about a bunch of plantation owners in South Africa managing to take over
the better part of the world in a century and a half. The third book in the
series, _The Stone Dogs_, is less sadistic and, I thought, more interesting
than _Under the Yoke_.
 
 There are unconfirmed rumors that Stirling is working on another Draka 
novel, but I'm not holding my breath.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI
Troy, NY, USA
kasprj@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 02:11:27 GMT
From: mstemper@empros.com (Michael Stemper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

The internal chronology is as follows:

A SSR is Born
The SSR Gets Drafted
The SSR
The SSR's Revenge
The SSR Saves the World
The SSR Wants You!
The SSR For President

However, the first two in this list were written much later than the next
three. I consider them inferior, but not bad. Which first three did you
read? First three in this order, or in order of publication?  If you've
already been through Born and Drafted, it just gets better!

Michael F. Stemper
mstemper@empros.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 02:31:57 GMT
From: mstemper@empros.com (Michael Stemper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley (rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com) wrote:
>Harrison is an absolute genius when it comes to describing food products
>(and I do mean food products - not real food, but fast food, and rations,
>etc. ad nauseum, quite literally if funnily), and the utopia he describes
>in Gets Drafted (_not_ a walkthrough), is wonderfully self-critiquing.
>Gets Drafted is, these days, the only one I ever bother to reread.  (Is
>Born was probably the worst.)

You like HH's description of foods, but don't like _Born_? What about when
the Bishop is hiding out in the McSwiney's?

>_Planet of the Damned_ and _Planet of No Return_ are both interesting 

Is _No Return_ a sequel to _Damned_?

The opening of _Damned_ reminds me of some Berserker story, but I can't put
my finger on which one.

>I did not care for the _Deathworld_ trilogy, and I read the entire thing
>hoping it would get better

It's not great literature, granted. But I found it fun!

>I haven't tried any of the Eden books, or _Skyfall_.

I managed to get through the Eden series, against my better judgement.  The
closing scene was poignant, but IMO, not worth the 1300+ pages it took to
get there. But, I've never really been big on caveman books (or dolphin
books).

>Whatever you do, avoid the _To the Stars_ trilogy (_Wheelworld_,
>_Homeworld_ and _Starworld, not in that order).  As with the Deathworld
>series, I read the entire thing in a state of disbelief, certain it had to
>improve, or at least give some evidence of Harrison's sense of humor (the
>man who can write Angelina *has* to have a sense of humor!), but no.
>Blech.  Do not bother.

No sense of humor? How about the following dialogue from _StarWorld_?
"Let me see your documentation and your diagrams and I'll
 do my best to get rid of your bugs."
"Instantly! You will win this war for us yet!"

What a man of action! He wants to read the documentation to win a war.  I
was ROTFL when I read it. This was not very good, because I was in a DC-9
circling Philadelphia at the time.

>The first _Bill, the Galactic Hero_ is acceptable military satire.  I
>would strongly recommend avoiding the sequels, 

I agree absolutely.

>I found _Star Smashers of the Galaxy Rangers_ mostly tiresome, but it's
>possible I read it too young, before I'd read a lot of what he was
>spoofing, and so missed many of the jokes.  It didn't help that I was
>_really_ enjoying the Lensman series right around the time I read it,
>either.

Age must make a difference. I was, again, ROTFL. And I've probably read the
Lensmen forty times. There weren't too many stereotypes that HH left
untouched in this send-up.

>Which I think covers almost all of the Harrison I've read.  Haven't read
>any in a while, and I'm in no hurry to.

After writing this follow-up, I'm eager to go back and read some again.

Michael F. Stemper
mstemper@empros.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 20:47:47 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

Michael Stemper (mstemper@empros.com) wrote:
>You like HH's description of foods, but don't like _Born_? What about when
>the Bishop is hiding out in the McSwiney's?

The description of food in the McSwiney's sequence is very good (the way
McSwiney's is described as operating so that they *could* hide out there is
really cool, in fact), but it doesn't make up for the rest of the book,
imo.

>Is _No Return_ a sequel to _Damned_?

Yes.

>No sense of humor? How about the following dialogue from _StarWorld_?
>"Let me see your documentation and your diagrams and I'll
>do my best to get rid of your bugs."
>"Instantly! You will win this war for us yet!"

Are you quite certain that was intended to be funny?  Apparently the
subtlety was lost on me.  Ah well.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 00:57:02 GMT
From: jseaver@bigwpi.wpi.edu (Jason John Seaver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

Michael Stemper <mstemper@empros.com> wrote:
>The internal chronology is as follows:
>
>A SSR is Born
>The SSR Gets Drafted

"The Stainless Steel Rat Sings the Blues" goes here.

>The SSR
>The SSR's Revenge
>The SSR Saves the World
>The SSR Wants You!
>The SSR For President

"The Golden Years of the Stainless Steel Rat", a story in the collection
Stainless Steel Visions goes here.  I don't know how many Rat shorts there
have been.

------------------------------
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Date: 1 Apr 94 02:22:02 GMT
From: RCTST2@vms.cis.pitt.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: GUILTY PLEASURES

			     GUILTY PLEASURES
				    by
			    Laurell K. Hamilton
				     a
			    Review by Ray Tate

   GUILTY PLEASURES is a horror novel classified as fantasy and shelved
under science fiction.  Confused? Apparently if the book doesn't have a
skeleton or a child with glowing eyes on its cover, the book can't be
classified as horror.  It's the law.  However, this is horror.  The story
takes place at a time when vampires have been given the rights of living
citizens and features a likable hero - Anita Blake or as the vampires have
come to know her, the Executioner, no relation to Mr. Bolan.  When a
vampire crosses the line (Being citizens they too must obey the laws),
Anita is called in to take care of the problem.

   "How would you like that stake, sir? Wooden, please."

   A number of vampires have been found dead, and the vampire lord arranges
for a meeting with Anita to find the culprit.  This is not a spoiler,
believe me.  GUILTY PLEASURES is a book for people who have grown tired of
the oh-so-sexy-yet-oh-so-misunderstood vampire and long for the return of
the predatory monsters exemplified by the likes of Max Shreck and
Christopher Lee.  This is not a book in which you will find the Frank
Langella disco Dracula.  This is not a book in which the heroine trips on
her high heels to allow the monster to catch up to her during the chase.
This book was written by a woman tired of cliches.  Laurell Hamilton's
style is crisp and clear.  The descriptions for the most part leave the
reader with good visuals, and there are a many nods to Raymond Chandler,
Hammer Films and of all things DOCTOR WHO - anyone having seen "Remembrance
of the Daleks" will know what I'm talking about after they read the book.
In short, a very cool first volume in what must become a series.

Author:     Laurell K. Hamilton 
Title:      Guilty Pleasure 
Series:     Anita Blake:Vampire Hunter 
Volume:     Number One
Publisher:  Ace Books;Fantas 
Date:       October 1993 
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-30483- 
Comments:   pb; price:$4.99 USA 
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Date: 20 Mar 94 21:46:06 GMT
From: scottl8724@aol.com (ScottL8724)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: I Will Fear No Evil

I would like to begin a discussion of Robert A. Heinlein's book, "I Will
Fear No Evil" ("IWFNE").  As I believe I have indicated in previous notes,
I loath this book, a large part of my loathing being due to my massive
disappointment at its having been produced by an author that I consider to
be one of the best, if not the best, writers of science fiction.  I had
originally intended to post a note setting out the problems that I have
with the book, but I have decided instead to post a note setting out
certain questions about the book, accompanied by some notes indicating
where I am going with these questions.

1) If you liked IWFNE, can you try to explain what you liked about it?
(IMHO, RAH's greatest strenth as a writer has been to explain processes in
a way that is not merely readable, but engrossing, whether the process is
finding a way to get to the moon, conducting a revolution on the moon, or
organizing armed forces effectively in the future.  This element seems
almost entirely lacking in IWFNE.)

2) Does anyone disagree that the central theme of IWFNE is sexual, and more
specifically that it's central proposition is that one should engage in
sexual contact with as many partners as possible, subject to relatively
minimal physical and psychological standards?  (I will refer to this
proposition [nudge, nudge, wink, wink] as "promiscuity" although I wish to
emphasize that the use of this term does not consist of any moral judgment
about such conduct.)  If anyone does not agree with the foregoing, could
you please explain why?

3) Does anyone disagree that, broadly speaking, the world portrayed in
IWFNE, in terms of sexual attitudes taboos, etc. is not substantially
different from the present day?  (Since I want to avoid a lot of
nit-picking here, let me emphasize the term "broadly speaking" [nudge,
nudge ..oh, forget it].  My basic point is that IWFNE does not portray, and
does not purport to portray, a world in which there is general agreement
that people should party on without regard to details about marriage,
numbers of partners, gender, etc..  In other words, it is not the society
which Theodore Sturgeon portrays in "If All Men Were Brothers, Would You
Let One Marry Your Sister?")

4) Does anyone disagree that, in our society, or the society portrayed in
IWFNE, anyone practicing promiscuity as advocated in IWFNE is in for a lot
of emotional turmoil, if not downright physical damage?  (Two key points
here: First, and this is crucial, this question is not intended to address
morality; I'm not talking about what SHOULD happen, I'm talking about what
WILL happen.  Second, I am willing to assume, for the sake of this
discussion, that AIDS does not exist.  One can argue about what AIDS means
in terms of sexual conduct, but I don't want to, at least not at the
moment.)

5) Does anyone believe that IWFNE provided any real insight into how one
might avoid the aforementioned emotional turmoil/physical damage?  (I know,
the people in IWFNE had a lot of fun with no adverse consequences, but
that's just because RAH wrote the book to make it come out that way.  As
Panshin has pointed out (in a discussion of "Stranger in a Strange Land")
you can posit a world in which mud-eaters and string-savers are masters of
the universe, and write a book in which that turns out to be the case, but
it's going to be a pretty useless book.)

6) If anyone believes that the book made an important contribution to our
social dialogue about sexual conduct, could they please explain why it
offered anything more than the above mentioned Sturgeon story (which was a
LOT shorter) or, for that matter, any edition of "Penthouse Forum"?

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 14:45:41 GMT
From: Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.compaq.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Podkayne of Mars: You pick the ending!?

Now here's a gimmick I've never seen before:

Baen's latest trade paperback edition of PODKAYNE OF MARS, by R. Heinlein,
(out in bookstores now), includes both the ending that was originally
*published*, and the ending that RAH originally *wrote*.

Then, Baen is holding a contest to see which of the two endings readers
like best.  Readers send in their vote to Baen.  The ending with the most
votes will be *the* ending Baen uses in all future editions of PoM.

IN ADDITION, Baen has another contest where they will award $500 to the
best essay (and $50 to ten runners-up) describing why you like the ending
you chose over the other.

For more information, don't come to me.  What I just wrote is absolutely
all I know about it.  I'm just passing this on so some of you Heinlein fans
out there will be aware of it.  If you want to know more, I'm sure Baen
would suggest that you go out and buy the book.

Erich Hurst
Compaq Computer Corporation
Houston, Texas

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 09:06:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Heinlein: "Let there be light!"  (Future history stuff)

In _The Man Who Sold the Moon_ is a short story titled "Let There Be
Light!," about the development of the Douglas-Martin Solar Reception
Screen.  This story is part of the future history; it is listed on the
Future History chart and referred to in "The Roads Must Roll."  Yet it is
not in _The Past Through Tomorrow_, which is supposed to have all the FH
short stories.  Why is it missing?  Was it an oversight, or a deliberate
omission?  By whom, Heinlein or his editors?

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 14:26:28 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein: "Let there be light!"  (Future history stuff)

I never bought "The Past Through Tomorrow", as I already had all of the
stories in other collections, but I do know that there was at least one
American edition of "The Man Who Sold The Moon" which had missing stories.
I noticed because I made reference to one of the stories in it (I think it
was "Blowups Happen") and she didn't know it.  There was at least one other
story missing from that edition...

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 15:42:31 GMT
From: SELIGMAN@fnalv.fnal.gov ("Bill Seligman. 'Never forget!'")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robert Jordan's "Wheel of Time"

I'm about 1/3rd of the way through the fourth book of Jordan's "Wheel of
Time" series.  I have a hard time staying motivated enough to keep on
reading - the series has turned into miles of conversation punctuated by
the sudden appearance of insignificant events.  The character development
seems equally tedious: Egwene (or is it Elayne?) leaves Rand so Elayne (or
is it Egwene?) can have him, as if any of the people involved ever did more
than hold hands and have confused thoughts about one another.

Is there any point in continuing with this book?  Is there a light at the
end of the tunnel?  Can someone shed some alternate point of view on the
series to renew my interest?  Or can I quit now and finally start Kim
Stanley Robinson's "Red Mars"?

Bill Seligman

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 16:57:50 GMT
From: viren@faser.cs.olemiss.edu (Viren R. Shah)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robert Jordan's "Wheel of Time"

SELIGMAN@FNALV.FNAL.GOV (Bill Seligman) writes:
>I'm about 1/3rd of the way through the fourth book of Jordan's "Wheel of
>Time" series.  I have a hard time staying motivated enough to keep on
>reading - the series has turned into miles of conversation punctuated by
>the sudden appearance of insignificant events.  
>
>Is there any point in continuing with this book?  

If you have reached tSR and still haven't become engrossed/interested/
delighted with the series, then you might want to stop reading it and read
something else. tSR is, atleast in my opinion, the best of the 5 books in
the series.

Viren R. Shah
viren@faser.cs.olemiss.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 17:21:52 GMT
From: arioch@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (morgan donald scott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robert Jordan's "Wheel of Time"

And if you haven't read the first 3 books, go back and read them in order.
None of the events are insignificant, and the only way I can see anyone
having that opinion about tSR is if they didn't already know the characters
(from the previous books).

As for starting Red Mars, go ahead. Just don't give up on Jordan unless you
can't stand Eye of the World and Great Hunt. If you don't enjoy those you
must be a tool of the Grea...I mean the Dark One.

Don Morgan

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 19:51:19 GMT
From: bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu (David Wren-Hardin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robert Jordan's "Wheel of Time"

Well, if you're this far presumably you have liked the series to this
point, correct ? If you have liked it, then IMHO you'll _really_ like TSR.
I, and a lot of others here, think it is the best of the books so far.
Things start happening Real Soon Now at about the point you are.

However, if you've only been lukewarm on the series, you probably won't
like it any better. Your call on whether to keep reading, I haven't read
the KSR "Red Mars" books, so can't say if it's better or not !

David Wren-Hardin
University of Chicago
bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 00:33:53 GMT
From: burnight@delphi.com (dav)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kagan: anything new coming?

Please note that "the Nutcracker.." won a hugo glad to see another fan of
one of my favorites... (wouldn't you love to see a sequel to Uhuru's song?

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 23:42:23 GMT
From: cfsje@ux1.cts.eiu.edu (Susan Eisenhour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kagan: anything new coming?

ckd@kei.com "Christopher Davis" writes:
>I've recently re-read _Mirabile_, _Hellspark_, and _Uhura's Song_, and
>I'm getting itchy for more Janet Kagan characters.

I decided, after reading Hellspark, that the Evan character in Uhura's SOng
is obviously a Hellspark. She's one of those writers that I can enjoy in
re-reads because her skill is as good as her plots, so I can even enjoy a
book when I know what's happening. I find myself wishing my daffodils would
sprout just one kangaroo rex....  

Susan

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 04:55:42 GMT
From: ckd@kei.com (Christopher Davis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kagan: anything new coming?

Susan Eisenhour <cfsje@news.cts.eiu.edu>
> She's one of those writers that I can enjoy in re-reads because her skill
> is as good as her plots, so I can even enjoy a book when I know what's
> happening. I find myself wishing my daffodils would sprout just one
> kangaroo rex....

The aspect of her writing that makes re-reading so enjoyable to me is that
her characters feel like the kind of best friends you've been best friends
with since the moment you met.

Christopher Davis
ckd@kei.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 13:33:53 GMT
From: chris@keris.demon.co.uk (Chris Croughton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kagan: anything new coming?

ckd@kei.com "Christopher Davis" writes:
>The aspect of her writing that makes re-reading so enjoyable to me is that
>her characters feel like the kind of best friends you've been best friends
>with since the moment you met.

YES!  Uhura's Song was the first of hers I read, and I really loved the
characters (OK, it doesn't hurt that I'm an ailurophile!).  I also liked
the way she treated the 'stock' characters (I want to study under Chekhov's
anthropology teacher!).

Actually, I'll amend your statement.  Her characters are the sort of people
I've been best friends with since *before* we met - like some fans who I'm
convinced I've known for ever, but I only just met...

chris@keris.demon.co.uk
chriscr@cix.compulink.co.uk
100014.3217@compuserve.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 21:25:56 GMT
From: pbachrac@son1.nur.uth.tmc.edu (Patti Bachrach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Patricia Kennealy series - new one out?

Does anyone know when the next book in the Patricia Kennealy series will be
out?  This is the series (can't remember all the names offhand) that
includes The Throne of Scone.

Patti Bachrach

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 13:33:37 GMT
From: elendil@mintir.new-orleans.la.us (Edward J. Branley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz's The Bastard Prince

shsilver@INDIANA.EDU (shsilver) writes:
>Katherine Kurtz's _The Bastard Prince_ is set in 928, seven years after
>King Javan's Year, and deals with Rhys's fight against the Regents as well
>as the long awaited invasion by Marek, Festillic pretender to the Gwynnedd
>Throne.

According to the chronology that Katherine included in the back of _Deryni
Magic_, the invasion by Mark of Festil doesn't happen till 948, which is
also the year that Joram (among others) dies.  There have been hints that
there will be at least one book dealing with these events *after* the
"Heirs of St. Camber" trilogy.

So, you'll have to wait a bit longer for the invasion.  :) Hopefully some
of the baddies from Camber's time will still get their come-uppance in this
book, however.

Edward J. Branley
Seashell Software
Metairie, LA
elendil@mintir.new-orleans.la.us

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 11:27:58 GMT
From: jfl@panix.com (Jeff Lipton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Richard Monaco - what happened to him?

I just reread Monaco's novel about Hitler - "Unto the Beast" and was again
impressed by the intensity of his writing, the palpability of the despair
he describes, and the emotional plausibility of his characters.  I also
remember greatly enjoying his Grail books ("Parzifal", etc.) but, have seen
nothing recent by him. Is there a bibliography, or any know- ledge of
upcoming books? I would love to read more by him.

Jeffrey F. Lipton, M.D
353 E. 17th, #19-E
NY, NY 10003
jfl@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 13:27:51 GMT
From: CLUTEJ@mscd.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Christpher Rowley

A few months ago I read this book by Christpher Rowley and I think it was
Endless days. or something like that.  Well what it was about: a bunch of
humans of a planet get kidnapped to be fighters for an alien race in an
enclosed star system.  Well the book ended without any type of finish. As a
matter of fact, it left wide open and it seems like there should be another
book to it.  Does anybody know what it is?

Thanks.

John
clutej@zeno.mscd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Mar 94 19:40:10 GMT
From: CDOMS@vax1.umkc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: More "games" in SF

One of my favorite stories that a game figures prominently in is Eric Frank
Russell's short story _Now Inhale_.  This is a story where a captured
Terran, is allowed to play one game before he is executed.  The prisoner is
allowed to select the game, but cannot delay his death, by trying to stall
during the game.  Our hero called the game he selected "Arky-Malarkey".  In
which, a column of disks must be transferred from the peg on which it sits
to either of the two other pegs.  They must remain graduated in the same
order smallest disk at the top, biggest at the botton.  I believe that the
actual name of this game is "Towers of Hanoi" or something like that.  It's
an exercise that Eastern Monks have been playing for centuries. :) :)

Carol Doms
cdoms@vax1.umkc.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA02111; Wed, 6 Apr 94 10:00:48 EDT
Date: Wed, 6 Apr 94 10:00:48 EDT
Message-Id: <9404061400.AA02111@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #239
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Wed, 6 Apr 94 10:00:48 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #239
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Wednesday, 6 Apr 1994      Volume 19 : Issue 239

Today's Topics:

		   Books - Kay (2 msgs) & Lem (5 msgs) &
                           McKiernan (5 msgs) & Moon (3 msgs)
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Date: 28 Mar 94 03:22:17 GMT
From: danny@moria.cs.su.oz.au (Danny)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Book Review - Tigana / A Song for Arbonne

     title: Tigana
        by: Guy Gavriel Kay
 publisher: Penguin 1990
  subjects: fantasy
     other: 688 pages
   summary: genuine tragedy is rare in fantasy

     title: A Song for Arbonne
        by: Guy Gavriel Kay
 publisher: HarperCollins 1992
  subjects: fantasy
     other: 608 pages
   summary: a pleasant Provencal song

Guy Gavriel Kay made an impressive debut with his first novel, the _Fionvar
Tapestry_ trilogy.  _Tigana_ and _A Song for Arbonne_, his second and third
novels, are worthy successors.  It is particularly good to see that he took
his time writing them; it is all too easy for successful fantasy novelists
to sell trash, and many of them fall victim to the Vulg the Visigoth
syndrome [Ursula LeGuin, _The Language of the Night_].  An increasing use
of historical rather than fantastic elements is also notable, and here Kay
has clearly done his research properly.  (Although so much modern fantasy
depends on political, historical and military plotting for interest, these
are rarely treated with any sophistication, and the results are sometimes
nauseating to the knowledgeable reader.)

The world of _Tigana_ is very clearly based on renaissance Italy, both in
language and culture and in geopolitics - in this case a land of city
states dominated by two foreign sorcerers.  One strand of the story follows
a group of outcasts from the magically annihilated state of Tigana, who
move around fomenting unrest against the tyrants. This is pretty
straightforward fantasy material, but it is much better done than usual and
contains a number of original ideas.  The other strand centres on one of
the two sorcerers, King Brandin of Ygrath, and his concubine Dianora.  This
is both a love story and a tragedy, and was so compelling that I was
continually tempted to skip the other strand in order to follow it.  There
is hardly a trace of the contrived plotting and characterisation that
marred _The Fionvar Tapestry_, and the different strands of the novel are
cleverly woven together.  _Tigana_ is a very impressive work, and it would
probably make a list of my favourite ten fantasy novels.

_A Song for Arbonne_, while enjoyable, was rather disappointing after
_Tigana_.  The events and plot are predictable, the characters are just too
nice and, in the end, nothing much really happens.  The gist of the plot is
that Arbonne (based on medieval Provence) is threatened by invasion from
Gorhaut (controlled by the bad guys) and the hero (an exile from Gorhaut)
joins the good guys and saves the day.  There is no hint of tragedy and
hardly any real conflict.  This is not grounds for abandoning the author,
however, and I look forward to Kay's next novel.

Title:      Tigana
Author:     Guy Gavriel Kay
Publisher:  Penguin
City:       London
Date:       1990
Comments:   paperback
Order Info: ISBN 0-14-013010-1
Pages:      688pp
Keywords:   fantasy

Title:      A Song for Arbonne
Author:     Guy Gavriel Kay
Publisher:  HarperCollins
City:       London
Date:       1992
Comments:   paperback
Order Info: ISBN 0-586-21677-4
Pages:      608pp
Keywords:   fantasy

Danny Yee
danny@cs.su.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 19:58:04 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Book Review - Tigana

My opinion was that _A Song for Arbonne_ had basically smoothed the rough
edges off of the style used in _Tigana._ The book seemed, at least to me,
to be a bit more structured, and less haphazard in spots (there are a few
events in _Tigana_ that seem to me to just be thrown in, for no clear
reason...).

The prose is a bit more... abstracted - there's more distance between the
reader and the character than in _Tigana,_ so it doesn't have quite the
same emotional impact. Also, a bit more care is taken to hide the nasty
side of the characters behind a veil of chivalry (or some such...), leading
to the "just too nice" criticism above.

I can't see saying "nothing much happens" or any lack of tragedy and/ or
conflict in the book, though. YMMV.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 05:36:26 GMT
From: nebus@ruphys.rutgers.edu (Joseph Nebus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

   The only Stanislaw Lem I've read was a collection called "Microworlds,"
containing some of his SF criticisms. The man makes Damon Knight or Sour
Bill Atheling look tame; he intimidated me so much I'm afraid to even dare
reading his fiction...

   Am I just (as usual) being paranoid?

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 13:45:12 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Joseph Nebus (nebus@ruphys.rutgers.edu) wrote:
>The only Stanislaw Lem I've read was a collection called "Microworlds,"
>containing some of his SF criticisms. The man makes Damon Knight or Sour
>Bill Atheling look tame; he intimidated me so much I'm afraid to even dare
>reading his fiction...
>
>Am I just (as usual) being paranoid?

   No, we're just saying that because we're conspiring against you.
   But seriously, folks...*Microworlds* is Lem at his worst; his contempt
for American sf is exceeded only by his ignorance of it.
   I think he's written some marvelous stories, comparable with such
masters of the form as Borges, Calvino, Ellison, and Sheckley.  I am less
fond of his novels, all of which seem to reduce to: We encounter something
huge and alien.  We fail to understand it.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 17:40:29 GMT
From: ig25@fg70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Arthur Hlavaty (hlavaty@panix.com) wrote:
>I think he's written some marvelous stories, comparable with such masters
>of the form as Borges, Calvino, Ellison, and Sheckley.  I am less fond of
>his novels, all of which seem to reduce to: We encounter something huge
>and alien.  We fail to understand it.

Not really.

Take "The Invincible" or "Eden".  Both times, the humans understand the
aliens in case almost perfectly towards the end; however, in both cases,
they decide that humanity should withdraw.

"Solaris" is much more of a novel about what is now called "inner space";
the Ocean affects people by bringing out parts of themselves.  The failure
to understand the Ocean there is much more a failure in the way we
understand ourselves.

[BTW, one point about Solaris... the description of the surface phenomena
reminded me very strongly of chaotic systems; not bad, if you consider that
at the time it was written, nonlinear dynamics was nonexistent :-]

Thomas Koenig
ig25@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
ig25@dkauni2.bitnet,

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 21:26:42 GMT
From: ruben@cco.caltech.edu (Ruben Krasnopolsky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

   Non-linear dynamics is an old subject. I believe that Lem was aware of
this when he wrote Solaris.
   This subject has been growing recently very quickly because of new
computer possibilities, but this doesn't mean that the previous study of
dynamics systems was completely limited to the linear evolution.
   Moreover, the complexity of non-linear fluid mechanics phenomena is
apparent from simple daily observation, even when a consistent theory of
fluid turbulence hasn't yet been devised.
   I think that the images Lem had in mind when describing the surface of
the ocean in Solaris were the very complex observational features of the
surface of the Sun (Sol).

Ruben Krasnopolsky

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 07:22:18 GMT
From: dstein@julia.math.ucla.edu (David Stein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Arthur Hlavaty writes:
>But seriously, folks...*Microworlds* is Lem at his worst; his contempt
>for American sf is exceeded only by his ignorance of it.
>
> I think he's written some marvelous stories, comparable with such masters
> of the form as Borges, Calvino, Ellison, and Sheckley.  I am less fond of
> his novels, all of which seem to reduce to: We encounter something huge
> and alien.  We fail to understand it.

I can see why you would think that _Solaris_ fits the characterization you
gave above, and to a much lesser degree _Fiasco_ and _The Invincible_
(though I would disagree).  But what about _Eden_, _The Return from the
Stars_, _The Investigation_, _Memoirs Found in a Bathtub_, _The Chain of
Chance_, _The Futurological Congress_, etc., not to mention _Hospital of
Transfigurations_?

It seems you are more ignorant of Lem's novels than Lem is of American
science fiction (of which he had some very decent observations - take for
example his defence of P.K. Dick).

David

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 13:49:42 GMT
From: Schultz_Russell@semail.jsc.nasa.gov (Schultz, Russell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: McKiernan and Silver/Iron tower books...

To the store, I drove one day.  As always, by poking around the bookstore,
I satisfied my desires.  A book by Mckiernan (Trek to Kraggen Gore or
something like that) I did pick up.  Curious sentence constructs, this
author did use...

My question, is it worth it to spend the time getting used to his style of
writing (see above)?  Pardon me if the names of the series/books aren't
correct, I'm going off memory.

Russ

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 12:04:46 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: McKiernan and Silver/Iron tower books...

Schultz_Russell@semail.jsc.nasa.gov (Schultz, Russell) writes:
>My question, is it worth it to spend the time getting used to his style of
>writing (see above)? 

Well, I enjoyed them anyway :-).  There are some heavy Tolkien overtones in
the first trilogy he wrote (while recovering from a severe accident, if
memory serves), but, at least to me, they don't grate anywhere near as
badly as *Spit!* Brooks SOS did.  His later books improve, too, as he works
with more original ideas.

His early work is competent, and his later work is generally good. (IMHO
:-) )

I'd recommend giving _DragonDoom_ a try; it stands alone well, and is
probably my favourite McKiernan book.

I don't think his style is as weird as you make out :-) but then, hey, I
usually adjust fairly fast :-) and enjoyed Eddison's _The Worm Orouborous_,
so it's not a big deal for me.

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 14:10:38 GMT
From: jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: McKiernan and Silver/Iron tower books...

If you like the "great quest/adventure against overwhelming odds"-type
books (a la LOTR or Shannara), then you'll like the McKiernan Iron Tower
trilogy/Silver Call Duology - these series are linked.  Reading "Trek
reading "Trek to Kraggen-Cor" starts you off at the beginning of the Silver
Call and assumes (to some extent) knowledge of events in the Iron Tower
books (which start with "The Dark Tide").

Jim Lahue
Power Personal Systems, IBM
jlahue@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 15:08:33 GMT
From: joeshaw@info1.cc.vt.edu (Joe "Uno" Shaw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: McKiernan and Silver/Iron tower books...

jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford) writes:
> Well, I enjoyed them anyway :-).  There are some heavy Tolkien overtones
> in the first trilogy he wrote (while recovering from a severe accident,
> if memory serves), but, at least to me, they don't grate anywhere near
> as badly as *Spit!* Brooks SOS did.

Seems like good time to mention that they were orginally written by
McKiernan *in* the Tolkien universe, but the Tolkien Estate wouldn't give
him permission to publish them as such, so he changed them.  At least,
that's what I've seen posted here before (probably by Dani, but I don't
trust my memory enough to say that with any confidence).

Joe

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 15:55:58 GMT
From: rcw2@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (RYAN C WALLACE)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: McKiernan and Silver/Iron tower books...

Well, Russ, let me tell you about dear old Dennis.  I bumped into his books
some time ago with the Iron Tower trilogy.  That is where you should start,
as it was the first published, though second series written.  I like his
style, as it lends a certain unnameable feeling to the tale.  I've read all
of his, and was only disappointed with the graphic novel, which Dennis
himself admits was only an experiment.  The Iron Tower is most moving,
especially at the end.  The Silver Call is good, too but, I prefer
Dragondoom, with its odd mixture of chak and woman.  If you decide you like
the thread that Dennis weaves, by all means continue and read The Eye of
the Hunter and then Voyage of the Fox Rider.  He lets little hints of
mysteries escape in most of his books, and some of them even follow through
to a certain extent.  I'm waiting now for his next effort, which will be
sci-fi (a different stretch) but it will probably be a year or so before it
comes out.  Anyway, I hope my enthusiasm at least strikes a spark to your
interest.

Ryan C. Wallace

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 18:58:00 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Elizabeth Moon, _Hunting Party_

I bought a copy of this at a library booksale this weekend, very nice
shape, only a $1.  Between that, and how much I liked Moon's Deed of
Paksenarrion, I was predisposed to enjoying reading _Hunting Party_.

And, to be fair, I did enjoy reading it.  The characters were somewhat
thin, but not actually flat.  It isn't all that often I read sf where the
two main characters are unabashedly middle-aged or older and female.  I
have a weakness for horse books which is what this is, more than anything
else.  Plot synopsis: ex-Regular Space Forces Heris Serrano (of a family
that produces Admirals with startling regularity) resigned her commission
under mysterious circumstances and is now captain of Lady Cecilia's
pleasure space yacht.  The previous captain was up to no good, and Heris
gets to deal with that, Cecilia's bratty aristocratic nephew and friends,
and assorted other problems which turn up at an acceptable rate throughout
the book, while learning how to ride horses on a simulator and, later,
going fox hunting.  Yes, it's a little weird, but that's not necessarily a
bad thing (I periodically had this spooky feeling that I was in Barnes' _A
Million Open Doors_ universe).

Oh, yeah - the Escherian space station was amusing.

The story's a bit thin, but the prose is competent, the characters
tolerable, the description adequate.  I have email lying around that says
there's a sequel due out one of these days; I'll probably pick it up used.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 19:44:48 GMT
From: dkennett@kits.sfu.ca (Daniel Kennett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Moon, _Hunting Party_

rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley") writes:
>I bought a copy of this at a library booksale this weekend, very nice
>shape, only a $1.  Between that, and how much I liked Moon's Deed of
>Paksenarrion, I was predisposed to enjoying reading _Hunting Party_.

  I also enjoyed _Hunting Party_, after reading Deed of Paksenarrion, I've
been on the lookout for other books by Moon - have you read Lunar Activity?

>And, to be fair, I did enjoy reading it.  The characters were somewhat
>thin, but not actually flat.  It isn't all that often I read sf

  I found the "young adults" to be the most flat, the other characters were
pretty well written.

>Oh, yeah - the Escherian space station was amusing.

Heh ;)

>The story's a bit thin, but the prose is competent, the characters
>tolerable, the description adequate.  I have email lying around

  I found the ending a bit contrived, as if she wrapped it up quickly.

>that says there's a sequel due out one of these days; I'll probably pick
>it up used.

  Same, however I was hoping she would do more with Paks (Liar's Oath isn't
what I'd consider a Paks book....).

Daniel Kennett
dkennett@sfu.ca
dkennett@axposf.pa.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 06:04:17 GMT
From: sandyh@world.std.com (Sandra J Hutchinson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Moon, _Hunting Party_

SPOILER

The ending wasn't a "little" contrived - it was a lot contrived.  A past,
previously unmentioned love gets brought up out of nowhere; and is so
overwhelmingly powerful that the same character who's been moping all
through the book about how she misses being in Fleet gives up an
opportunity to stay with her newfound lover.  ARRRGGGGHHHHHH.  I don't buy
it.

And it's all the more frustrating because I DID like the book.  And I love
Elizabeth Moon as an author.

I'm glad there might be a sequel out (providing the captain doesn't go all
gooey over having a lover) but I do want more about Paks...

Sandra Hutchinson
sandyh@world.std.com

------------------------------
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Date: 30 Mar 94 19:15:28 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Moon, _Hunting Party_

SPOILERS

Sandra J Hutchinson (sandyh@world.std.com) wrote:
>The ending wasn't a "little" contrived--it was a lot contrived.  A past, 
>previously unmentioned love gets brought up out of nowhere; 

What?  I can think of a half dozen different places where it's quite clear
when Heris is thinking painfully of the past, there was some sort of
personal entanglement left unresolved, in addition to the disappointment of
leaving the fleet.  She had some hope, throughout (it's mentioned a couple
times) that she might one day be able to go back into RSS.  But there is no
indication, in any of the foreshadowing, that she was going to settle that
personal entanglement, so she wouldn't let herself think about it.

>I'm glad there might be a sequel out (providing the captain doesn't go all
>gooey over having a lover)

More than anything else, this novel reminded me of Weber's Honor
Harrington.  Not the books, the character.  YMMV.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 23:10:07 GMT
From: bljones@denitqm.ecte.uswc.uswest.com (Brent L. Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tim Powers; what's he doing next?

kmac@cisco.com (Karl Elvis MacRae) wrote:
>Just wondering in anyone out there who follows fanzines or frequents
>conventions has heard anything about what Tim Powers is going to do for a
>follow-up of the brilliant 'Last Call'.
>
>I've read all his books that I can *find* (Still haven't run across
>'forsake The Sky'), and I'm dying for more...

I know he's working on *something*, as I talked w/ him at the world con in
San Fran. Wouldn't say what it was, but said it was almost done. This was
sometime near the end of last year, whenever the con was.

Don't try TOO hard to find all of his stuff, as most of the early stuff is,
in my opinion, well, really bad. If you read from Anubis Gates on, you'll
have read the stuff worth reading. Epitaph in Rust, Forsake the Sky, and
The Drawing of the Dark all rank in my mind as some of the worst early
fiction by a later big name I've ever read. Not entirely his fault - much
of it was butchered by the publisher (Laser books, or somesuch - a
short-lived subsidiary of Harlequin Press, the schlock romance folks).

Find his small press short stuff if you can - it was all very good. The Way
Down the Hill, from Axolotl Press, sticks in my mind.

Brent L. Jones
U S WEST Technologies
Denver CO
bljones@denitqm.ecte.uswc.uswest.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 02:38:05 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tim Powers; what's he doing next?

Powers has already been advanced a Ton of bucks. for a new novel.  It will
be a ghost story of some sort.  He talks about it, and other works of his,
in a recent Locus Magazine.  Powers fans may wish to pick up that issue...

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 15:08:10 GMT
From: jlambert@cis.umassd.edu (Jeffrey Lambert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Melanie Rawn

     I just bought a book called Dragon Prince by Melanie Rawn.  I'm not
going to have a chance to start it for awhile.  I'm wondering how it is.
Is Ms. Rawn any good?  It was the first set of thicker books that caught my
eye, so I read the backs and they sounded pretty good and I bought the
first one.  I'm just curious as to whether or not she is a good author and
if I'll enjoy the books.

jlambert@cis.umassd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 17:51:20 GMT
From: jmcgaf@tensor4.wpi.edu (Jay C McGaffigan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

I am currently reading her latest book _Skybowl_.  I have really enjoyed
her stories and would recommend them.  The stories are well thought out and
well written.  The only drawback that I would like to comment on is that it
is REALLY confusing trying to keep track of all the different characters.

Does anyone else feel this way?  

Jay McGaffigan
jmcgaf@ee.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 20:01:02 GMT
From: dn1g+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dawn Marie Neuhart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

Personally, I think Rawn is an excellent writer.  I enjoyed all of her
books.  Have you read Lackey's books set in Valdemar?  There are about
15ish that are all set in the same place, they come in series' of three
books each.  Anyway, if you've read and liked them, you'd love Rawn's
books, and vice versa.

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 17:36:33 GMT
From: rwallace@cs.tcd.ie (Russell Wallace)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

I personally think Melanie Rawn is a very mediocre writer with a wonderful
imagination, i.e. the DP world is brilliant, but the plot is badly written.
So I would definitely read DP, but not the later ones.

Russell Wallace
Trinity College
Dublin
rwallace@cs.tcd.ie

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 14:00:20 GMT
From: mjmillar@tartarus.uwa.edu.au (James Millar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

rwallace@cs.tcd.ie (Russell Wallace) writes:
>I personally think Melanie Rawn is a very mediocre writer with a wonderful
>imagination, i.e. the DP world is brilliant, but the plot is badly
>written.  So I would definitely read DP, but not the later ones.

No, I must disagree, Melanie Rawn's plots are many things: complex, overly
complicated, full to bursting with characters, and sometimes a tad trite
but not 'badly written'. They do require a lot of work to appreciate, and
as such readers of simpler novels can become confused :-). But the series
(all six) is definitely worth reading. Robert Jordan is a similar sort of
author with regard to plot. (mentally cringe in expectation of cries of
anger)

James Millar 

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 14:42:36 GMT
From: dn1g+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dawn Marie Neuhart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

Can't wait till Exiles comes out.  Does anyone know if it's in the same
world or using some of the same characters as the other ones?  I want to
see what happens with Rislyn and ??? (I can't believe I forgot her name.
The other twin, Pol's daughter?)

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 16:53:53 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Retrograde Reviews--Fred Saberhagen:A Spadeful of Spacetime

Fred Saberhagen, editor: A Spadeful of Spacetime

A Retrograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

This is an anthology of stories, edited by Fred Saberhagen, which is
dedicated to the theme of "time travel" without machines.  Apparently
Saberhagen is of the opinion that the time machine is too convenient a plot
device, and wishes to see that stories can still be written that circumvent
it.

The stories are not what one would expect.  I, personally, was expecting a
bunch of stories about people who could time travel without machines.
After finishing the book, I had realized that that would just be replacing
the plot device of the time machine with the plot non-device of characters
who can just travel through time for no apparent reason.

By far the best story, IMHO, is R.A. Lafferty's "Bank And Shoal of Time".
But then, Lafferty never fails to amuse me.  His style is frenetic,
bizarre, and nonlinear.  (I'm told he can't keep it up for an entire novel,
but all his short stories I've read are amazing.)  This comes the closest
to having people who can "just" travel by themselves, if they can just find
some way to get past the barrier of their previous lifespan but, that's not
really the point of the story.

Then we have the Zelazny story "Go Starless In The Night", about the
corpsicle whose brain is woken many years in the future by benevolent
aliens...or are they?  Chad Oliver's "To Whom It May Concern", about
nothing less mundane than the inheritance passed on by the last tribe of
hunter-gatherers; Orson Scott Cards "St. Amy's Tale", about the Rectifiers,
who are determined to destroy all traces of technological life on Earth;
"The Final Days" by Dave Langford, about a method of detecting observers
from the future that thus calls attention to those with future
importance and the ramifications this has to politics; "Recessional" by
Fred Saberhagen himself, about a method of retrieving information from the
skull of a dead body; "The Child Who Cried For The Moon" by Connie Willis,
a beautiful story of a therapy based on observing stories enacted in a
distant galaxy; "Grain of Truth" by Charles A. Spano, Jr.,where extinct
"borealipithecines" are re-created, and the truth about Santa Claus is
determined; "Forward" by Steve Rasnic Tem, a short short story that...well,
_I_ didn't understand it...; "Strata" by Edward Bryant, a story about how
the Earth defends itself from pillaging with the spirits of long-dead
creatures; "Forefather Figure" by Charles Sheffield, about an experiment to
revive the mind of a Neanderthal; "Experimentum Crucis" by Rivka Jacobs, an
odd story about a pair condemned to death in medieval Europe who
mysteriously survive several executions; and a trio of poems by Robert A.
Frazier about a computer reconstructing the past.

Many of them left me cold (Oliver's, Sheffield's and Jacobs'), or I didn't
really _get_ (Tem's and Saberhagen's), but a few were good (Lafferty's,
Willis's, Langford's).  Altogether an anthology that tends more towards the
literary and abstruse, a bit much for my tastes.

Author:     Saberhagen, Fred
Title:      A Spadeful of Spacetime
Publisher:  Ace
City:       New York
Date:       February 1981
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-77766-X
Pages:      214 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US$2.25

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 22:01:22 GMT
From: petev@gdstech.grumman.com (Peter Venetoklis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Saberhagen's Swords Series

Just finished reading the latest Lost Swords book (#7, Wayfinder's Story),
and am curious if there are more en route.  I thought I read in this
newsgroup a while back that #7 was the last one, but that memory is vague
at best and does not really seem to make sense.  Although the books are
fairly light reading they are entertaining, and I'm compulsive about
completeness in sf series I start reading.  Any help would be appreciated.

Peter Venetoklis
Grumman Corporation
petev@gdstech.grumman.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 04:30:15 GMT
From: schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Saberhagen's Swords Series

petev@gdstech.grumman.com (Peter Venetoklis) writes:
>Just finished reading the latest Lost Swords book (#7, Wayfinder's Story),
>and am curious if there are more en route.

The last one, Shieldbreaker's Story, is out in hardback now.

SPOILERS

It kills all the other swords except Woundhealer, which wins in the end.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 19:48:06 GMT
From: briant999@aol.com (BrianT999)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Shaver Mystery/request for Shaveriana

I'm putting together a museum show about the life and theories of Richard
Shaver, (1907-1975), an author who created a furor in the science fiction
and occult worlds in the years after World War II.  I'm looking for people
who knew Shaver, or who have publications, paintings, or other artifacts of
Shaver's career.

Shaver's stories, published as "fictionalized truth" in the science fiction
magazine "Amazing Stories," claimed that a race of sadistic freaks, the
degenerate decendents of technologically advanced giants who populated
Earth in an ancient age, operate mind-controlling "ray" machines from
cities inside the Earth.  These "Deros," as they are called, are
responsible for much human misery, including the tormenting "voices" that
many people hear.

Thousands of readers wrote to the magazine's editor, Ray Palmer, to
enthusiatically concur with Shaver's thesis.  (Palmer later founded "Fate"
magazine, and published scores of titles about UFO's, spiritualism, and
paranormal phenomena).

Later in life, Shaver began to examine various rocks he discovered; he
believed that many stones were actually "Rock Books," which had been
intentionally engraved with images that told the history of ancient races
that inhabited Earth in pre-diluvuan times.  Shaver sold some examples of
these rocks out of his studio in Arkansas, and he also made paintings,
drawings and photos of the images he found embedded in stone.

I'd like to hear from anyone who has first-hand knowledge of, or unusual
artifacts related to, Shaver.  He spent his productive years in the Detroit
area, then in rural Amherst, Wisconsin, and finally near Yellville,
Arkansas.

I'm particularly interested in letters, drawings, paintings, "Rock Books,"
or small-press publications, such as the "Shaver Mystery Magazine."  I
already have copies of the pertinent issues of "Amazing Stories" and most
of the Palmer publications devoted to Shaver, including "The Hidden World"
and "The Secret World."

If you're familiar with this material, please contact me directly:
BrianT999@aol.com

Brian Tucker

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 04:43:31 GMT
From: waddell@delphi.com (Allen Waddell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Shavery Mystery/request for Shaveriana

I don't know if it is surprising or distressing but all the Shaver material
is beginning to resurface in UFO magazine.  A friend of mine brought one of
these to work and most of the issue was devoted to the Deros.  They
included some of the original art work.  The story was basically a synopsis
of the original stories.
 
Unfortunately, the person writing the article seemed to believe that he/she
had found an answer to what UFO's were doing and who was controlling them.
Oh well, here we go again...
 
Good luck with your search.
 
Allen Waddell

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 05:58:20 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Shea and Nifft The Lean

Michael Shea, in addition to _Quest_ and _Nifft_, has a short story
collection called _Polyphemus_, a great novel called _In Yana, the Touch of
Undying_, a novella called _I, Said the Fly_, a novelette called _Fat
Face_, a Lovecraft pastiche called, I think, _The Color Out of Time_.

I can't wait for some new stuff by him.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 16:18:26 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Shea and Nifft The Lean

Mark T Pitcavage <mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu> wrote:
>Michael Shea, in addition to _Quest_ and _Nifft_, has a short story
>collection called _Polyphemus_, a great novel called _In Yana, the Touch
>of Undying_, a novella called _I, Said the Fly_, a novelette called _Fat
>Face_, a Lovecraft pastiche called, I think, _The Color Out of Time_.

Don't forget _Fill it With Regular_!!  It is one of three novelettes
published in the book: "Axolotl Special #1."  This story is one of my
favorites by Shea.

Look to see the _Nifft_ hardcover this year.  Michael Shea says that a new
novel of his, _Mama Durtt_ has recently been submitted.  When he tells me
it's been accepted for publication I'll tell everybody else...

Also, one of the new projects he's working on is a sequel to _Nifft the
Lean_!!!  More Nifft stuff.  Gosh!  I can hardly contain myself.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 17:20:34 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Shea and Nifft The Lean

I never heard of "Fill it With Regular" before now.  I am pleased to see
he's got another novel finished, and I hope it finds a publisher.  And I
hope that publisher is not DAW.  I'd like to see Shea published by Tor or
Bantam.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 16:36:39 GMT
From: allan@rogue.apana.org.au (Allan Gunn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Game portrayal in SF

jlpicard@austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker) writes:
> Anyone have any examples of especially good or especially bad portrayals
> of game-playing in SF?

Let's see!
   The Twilight Realm by Christopher Carpenter
   God Game by Andrew M. Greeley
   The Homeward Bounders by Diana Wynne Jones

There is also "The coins of Murph" (Author - forgotten), about a
civilisation where "every time someone comes across the need for a
decision, they have toss some coins".  I also remember another story (what
and who by also forgotten), where the lead characters are chess pieces
(well people with the capabilities of chess pieces anyway), and they *know*
that their lives/civilisation is based on a game.

Allan
allan@rogue.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 11:21:30 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Out this week

What I found this week:

Dave Duncan, The Living God, Del Rey/Ballantine (hb)
 Part four of A Handful Of Men.
Nancy Springer, Metal Angel, RoC Fantasy (pb)
 Volos is a (fallen) angel incarnated in L.A. ... -> rock star.
Nyx Smith, Fade to Black, RoC Fantasy (pb)
 A Shadowrun novel set in Newark.
Marion Zimmer Bradley (ed.), Snows of Darkover, DAW Fantasy (pb)
 The next Darkover collection.
Elisabeth Waters, Changing Fate, DAW Fantasy (pb)
 Shapechanging fantasy.
Robin Wayne Bailey, Flames of the Dragon, RoC Fantasy (pb)
 Sequel to Brothers of the Dragon.

Also seen:
Rudy Rucker, Living Robots: A reissue of Software/Wetware.

*Not* seen: 500 Years After, Diamond Mask. Can someone *please* give a
sharp kick to whatever distributors serve Knoxville?

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 30 Mar 94 21:04:39 GMT
From: dino@druid.hsc.colorado.edu (Jim Paladino CPA)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dan Simmons

Has anyone read the Hugo and Nebula award winning Hyperion by Dan Simmons?
He has also written End of Hyperion (Hugo and Nebula finalist) and a
fascinating book I'm currently reading called Hallow Man. The Hyperion
books are terrific if you are interested in the interplay of time in space
travel. He has very involved plots and characters which manage to create
vivid images of entirely new sf concepts.  He's also written horror and
short stories which I haven't read...Steve King is a big fan of Simmons. I
couldn't put the Hyperion books down. Anyone else interested?

Jim Paladino
dino@druid.hsc.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 02:01:40 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

Jim Paladino CPA <dino@DRUID.HSC.COLORADO.EDU> wrote:
>Has anyone read the Hugo and Nebula award winning Hyperion by Dan Simmons?
>He has also written End of Hyperion (Hugo and Nebula finalist)

Umm...the Sequel to _Hyperion_ is called, _Fall of Hyperion_.

I agree with you, these are superb books.  I also love _Carrion Comfort_
and _Summer of Night_.  I have all of Simmons' books and was rarely unhappy
with his writing.

He has gone on record stating that there WILL be another Hyperion book... I
can't wait.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 03:13:15 GMT
From: ronh@metronet.com (Ron Hough)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

Jim Paladino CPA <dino@DRUID.HSC.COLORADO.EDU> wrote:
>Anyone else interested?  

Heh.  Interested?  In my personal pantheon of fantasy and science fiction,
it is a toss-up between Dan Simmons and Tim Powers as to who reigns as
Supreme Master of the Written Word.  Just about everything by either of
them flat knocks my socks off.  The _Hyperion_ books were truly superior
works, and had a depth of characterization so rare in SF.  And talk about
evoking empathy from the reader...  Few books have drawn me in emotionally
quite like some of the tales from _Hyperion_.

Simmons is an amazingly skilled craftsman of the short story also.  If you
consider yourself a fan, *definitely* go out *right now* and pick up
_Prayers to Broken Stones_, probably the best single-author anthology I've
ever read.  It contains his first story ever, "The River Styx Runs Uphill",
which was the story that made Harlan Ellison cry.  (Ellison himself claims
that if he is ever remembered for *anything*, it will be as the man who
discovered Dan Simmons.)

Oh, and for a fantastic in-depth character study, read _Phases of Gravity_.
Not much action, even less "sf", but it's a wonderful look inside the head
of a fictional former astronaut.

Ok, Rave Mode disengaged.... :-)

Ron Hough
ronh@metronet.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 04:19:08 GMT
From: nick.plummer@med.umich.edu (Nicholas Plummer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce) wrote:
> He has gone on record stating that there WILL be another Hyperion book...
> I can't wait.

Another _Hyperion_ novel???  *Slobber* *Slobber* I hope this isn't an April
Fool's joke.  That would be cruel.

I also enjoyed _Summer of Night_ and _Children of the Night_ (as a
geneticist, how could I not?).  But even though they were great books, I
wish he would dump the horror and just concentrate on SF.

Nick
nick.plummer@med.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 04:43:33 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

Nicholas Plummer <nick.plummer@med.umich.edu> wrote:
>Another _Hyperion_ novel???  *Slobber* *Slobber* I hope this isn't an
>April Fool's joke.  That would be cruel.

Nope, in addition to public statements, he even wrote that there would be a
sequel when he inscribed my _Fall of Hyperion_.  Now if he doesn't publish
a sequel, I'll always be able to put that in his face and shout, "Nyaaa!
Nyaa!"  (Which is pretty much what I do to all the authors that I
admire...)

>I also enjoyed _Summer of Night_ and _Children of the Night_ (as a
>geneticist, how could I not?).  But even though they were great books, I
>wish he would dump the horror and just concentrate on SF.  

Hmm....I must that that thought the Horror genre isn't my first-love, I do
like Simmons doing it.  In fact it was authors like Simmons, and Carroll
that got me interested in Horrific/Dark Fiction/Fantasy.  I hope that he
doesn't stop writing horror.  I also hope that he writes more SF than
horror in the future.  (This is a futile hope because Horror pays more than
SF.  Oh well.)

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 17:57:25 GMT
From: tburke@cc.emory.edu (Timothy J Burke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

Well, much as I liked the -Hyperion- books, -Carrion Comfort- did very
little for me, and the book that Simmons did about Kali and Calcutta (can't
remember the name) was just an awful, awful piece of work.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 19:09:51 GMT
From: bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu (David Wren-Hardin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

Well, I guess a dissenting opinion.  I read Children of the Night first,
before Hyperion, and while it was okay, I found it in general to be very
predictable and uninspiring, as did my wife.  I like horror, and she is a
huge horror fan, but we both found it nothing special.  This is after
hearing so much about Simmons, and I was so uninspired I nearly didn't read
Hyperion as a result.

But I did, and think it is one of the best SF books of all time (Both of
them) and have given it to several others who also rave about it.

So, is Children of the Night just weaker than his other horror ? Has anyone
else noticed a difference ?

David Wren-Hardin
University of Chicago
bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 20:03:15 GMT
From: morgno@netcom.com (Mighty Morgno)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

I thought Summer of Night was okay until the end where I thought he went
off the deep end.  Compare Summer of Night to Boy's Life by Robert McCammon
- - Boy's Life is a much more coherent work.

Carrion Comfort is very good - I found it disturbing.

Phases of Gravity - ho hum, yawn.

Hyperion and Fall of Hyperion were well written and interesting, but he
seemed at a loss for how to end the story and came up with a Deus ex
Machina twist.

The one about Kali (I forget the exact title) is typical of his whole style
- - he writes extremely well, hits you hard, but ultimately can't quite tie
it all together without leaping into the stratosphere.

Michael Thompson
morgno@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 20:39:13 GMT
From: sumbera@orange.cc.utexas.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu (David Wren-Hardin) writes:
> So, is Children of the Night just weaker than his other horror? Has
> anyone else noticed a difference ?

I think so.  I've read all of Simmons' book length fiction (except
_Lovedeath_) and have found his horror to be steadily decreasing in quality
since _Carrion Comfort_.  His first two horror novels, _Song of Kali_ and
_Carrion Comfort_, are among some of the best the genre has turned out in
recent years, but his subsequent work in that genre has seemed thoroughly
unoriginal.  _Summer of Night_ seemed to be almost a pastiche of King
pastiching Bradbury, and _Children of the Night_ was just boring (although
I found the section set in Colorado much better than the rest).

Personally I think Simmons' best book so far is _Phases of Gravity_, and
that's the least "genre" work he's done.  But still, bad Simmons is better
than most of what's being published today.

sumbera@utxvms.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 22:22:58 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

Though I love Simmons' writing in general, _Children of the Night_ read
like a TV movie.  I liked his idea of trying to come up with a biological
reason for vampirism, as opposed to the occult viewpoint.  However, I must
agree that this book was fairly predictable and not one of his best
efforts.

Have you tried _Summer of Night?_ I think it's a gread read.  Sort of an
'up-dated' (though not modern,) Bradbury-esque outing.  Also, _Carrion
Comfort_ is well worth reading.  Some people dislike the graphic violence
and bleak outlook, but Simmons' Psychic Vampires are truely evil and
ultimately amoral.  Quite a refreshing contrast to the numerous stories
published this last decade all glorifying the vampire.  There's nothing to
love about these baddies.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 22:33:30 GMT
From: jsnell@macuser.ziff.com (Jason Snell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

morgno@netcom.com wrote:
> Phases of Gravity - ho hum, yawn.

I'm a big Hyperion/Fall of Hyperion fan, but "Phases of Gravity" is quite
simply one of the best books I've ever read. Brilliant.

Jason Snell
jsnell@macuser.ziff.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 11:13:22 GMT
From: paulk@arc.ug.eds.com (Paul Andrew King)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

Michael Pearce (spamman@u.washington.edu) wrote:
>He has gone on record stating that there WILL be another Hyperion book...
>I can't wait.

There's a book entitled _Endymion_ on the release schedules for this year.
I'd guess that's the one (another Keats poem).

Paul K.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 17:30:25 GMT
From: schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu (Christina Schulman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neal Stephenson's The Big U

[minor spoilers for _The Big U._ follow]

Justine Kingsbury, kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu writes:
> It's a much more tightly constructed novel than Snowcrash

I agree; the narrative is a bit choppy, but the series of cumulative
disasters are very tightly interwoven.  It lacks _Snowcrash's_ manic pace
and hot topics, but more importantly, it also lacks the extended tracts on
bizarre neuropsychological theory that were such textual speedbumps in
_Snowcrash_.

The neuropsych gimmick in _The Big U._ is the origin of consciousness in
the breakdown of the bicameral mind, and while Stephenson does put some
very blatant words on the subject into his characters' mouths, he lets the
reader infer its role in the plot.

(I'm not sure whether I've had too much education on the subject to take
these pet theories seriously, or not enough.  I doubt Stephenson takes them
seriously, but he does wring some great ideas out of them.)

> One of the great entertainments of this book is that it doesn't hold back
> - however far you can imagine the idea of a ghetto-ized, self-destructing
> university being taken it's likely Stephenson will go you one
> better....The beloved archetypes of warring room-mates, fraternity jocks,
> computer geniuses and physics nerds all find their ultimate expression
> here.

I think this is the real reason I enjoyed this book so much more than
_Snowcrash_.  I found the characters and situations in _The Big U._ very
recognizable, and very easy to relate to.  The beanpole nerd who rules the
role-playing gaming club, the resident faculty whose room is a refuge with
cider and hot tea, the irritating philosophy major who can't shut up, the
marauding bands of frat boys, the airheads who travel in packs, the
pseudo-socialist radical reformers - I went to college with these people.
They're archetypes, but they're archetypes I used to share a bathroom with.

On the other hand, Stephenson does frequently step outside my expectations.
For instance, the university president is rational, articulate, and fairly
well aware of what's going on on campus.  And when the situation
deteriorates into open warfare, it doesn't break down into Good Guys vs.
Bad Guys, but rather a whole slew of different Bad Guy factions whom the
Good Guys would just as soon avoid.

I did think that Bud, the putative narrator, was an unnecessary character,
especially since Stephenson seldom sticks to his point of view.  I realize
that he's supposed to be the sole rational viewpoint after Casimir starts
playing with rats, but I can provide that on my own, thank you very much.

> My personal favorite is Fred Fine, leader of the local version of a D&D
> club. Fred believes the megaplex is actually a multi-dimensional
> generation ship launched centuries ago as the last hope of a dying
> civilisation....When rebel Crotobaltislavonians infiltrate the illegal
> nuclear waste dump under the megaplex and hold the campus hostage, using
> mutant giant rats as guard dogs, Fred's delusions suddenly look a lot
> closer to reality than reality does.

Actually, I was under the impression that it wasn't until his traumatic
experience in the sewers and the breakdown of American MegaU as a society
that Fred lost his grip on reality and started actually thinking of himself
as Klystron/Chris.  Fred's breakdown parallels the return of the bicameral
mind all over campus, which is where all those voices in people's heads are
coming from.  (I don't think Stephenson ever actually explains why students
are reverting to this primitive state of mind; I'm inclined to blame it on
the cafeteria food.)  All the while that Klystron/Chris is bemoaning the
perceived Mixture of the two halves of his universe (and science/fantasy is
a particularly unsubtle way to represent the left brain/right brain
division, although it's rather fitting in Fred's case), minds all over
campus are actually dividing further, so to speak.

> Why The Big U hasn't been re-issued yet, given Snowcrash's enormous
> success, is anyone's guess. It will be soon, bank on it.

I certainly hope so.  I found it in the Young Adult section (!) of the
library, and I want my own copy.  I just hope they replace that dreadful
cover - not only is it completely unrelated to the story, it's cheesy
enough to make Darrell K. Sweet cringe!

Christina Schulman
Pittsburgh NMR Institute                 
schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu
schulman@clarity.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 22:50:02 GMT
From: tpetrona@aol.com (Tpetrona)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neal Stephenson's The Big U

Neal Stephenson is possibly my favorite science fiction author - his work
is so sharply, vividly, bitingly, satirically entertaining and the writing
style is really impressive as well.  I managed to lay hands on a copy of
the Big U through interlibrary loan and treasured it for the brief three
weeks before I had to send it back.  I really hope they reprint it soon,
minus embarassing cover art.

Made me just slightly nervous about the prospect of attending college next
fall, but aside from that...  Does anyone know if Neal Stephenson is
working on a new book, and if so, when it might possibly be out?  Just
wondering.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 06:32:35 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Neal Stephenson (Snow Crash Guy)

Apparently, in April, Neal Stephenson's new book, 'Interface' will be out.
I was wondering if anybody has read the ARC's and had an opinion on this
book.  He seems to be using the pseudonym, "Stephen Bury".  I don't know
why...

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 06:59:12 GMT
From: jkapalka@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Jason Kapalka)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Snow Crash: resurrection o' cyberpunk?

I picked up Neal Stephenson's Snow Crash just a few days ago. I know, it's
been out for a couple years; I avoided it because it looked like a
cyberpunk novel and, well, once Billy Idol makes a record about a
"movement," I generally consider that sucker to be dead, dead, dead.

Surprise. Snow Crash rocks. It rolls. It slices. It dices. It has
high-speed Mafia pizza delivery, and a giant radioactive Aleutian Eskimo
killer druglord with a nuke strapped to his hog. Swell book. As one of the
blurbs suggested: "Cyberpunk ain't dead... it's just developed (belatedly)
a sense of humor."

Any opinions on this book? Or on Stephenson's two earlier novels, which,
according to the bio, developed a strong following "amongst water-pollution
engineers"? For what it's worth, I had only two (minor) complaints: 1) The
huge bog of religious-linguistic-historical background that you impact upon
about halfway through, and 2) a slight falling-off in the humor quotient as
the book proceeds, with the goofiness giving way to machine-gun
massacres... very fine machine-gun massacres, but machine-gun massacres
nonetheless.

Thoughts? Flames? Gratuitous smiley barrages?

Jason

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 16:42:48 GMT
From: barmiyan@wam.umd.edu (Amy Rebecca Ewing)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Snow Crash: resurrection o' cyberpunk?

I completely agree with you. I am still 100 pages to go before finishing
the book, but I am loving it. What makes it so great to me is how there are
so many neat ideas in it. The metaverse aside, there's the Rat Things,
those killer skate boards, the whole society which seems frighteningly and
potentially real...

I agree with you on the complaints though. I have pictured myself as his
editor saying, "We need to cut at *least* 10 pages of this history/language
lesson." As for the machine gun battles, I haven't gotten to that part yet,
but I have noticed less humor than in the beginning part of the book.

I'm quite impressed with Snow Crash. I don't usually read cyberpunk, but
this seems one step up from that somehow. Part cyberpunk, part satire, part
mystery, part action-adventure. What a combo.

Brian
barmiyan@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Films - Upcoming Movies & Army of Darkness (12 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 00:45:38 GMT
From: as724@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bryan D. Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Upcoming Movies List 3.31

*note*  I apologize for not releasing any of these for over a month.  
        All I can say is life has been busy.

This list can only be as accurate as you make it, so please email me any
additions and updates/corrections. If possible include the source of your
information. Don't expect a response from me through email if you're just
giving me some updates (You'll see that I got them in the next post). If
you say something that warrants a response, you'll get one. Please send
updates to my email address at the end of this note.  If you feel that you
have comments that might improve this list, please feel free to email them
to me at the address at the end of this note.  Please send questions
pertaining to what the movie is or about to the appropriate newsgroup. All
dates are US wide release dates.  -Bryan D. Jones (bdj@engr.uark.edu)

*note* The way to read the version is by translating the number on the left
       of the decimal to the coresponding month and the number on the right
       to a coresponding day ex: 3.31 means 31 March
        
*note* I am once again about to loose my NATO (National Association of
       Theater Owners) source.  If someone out there is willing to replace
       him please let me know.

 -Upcoming Films-   -228 Titles-  35 Updated and 16 New films since 2.15

- -1994-

01 Apr: Backbeat, Clifford, Jimmy Hollywood, Serial Mom
08 Apr: Color of Night, Little Buddha, "Oh, Mary, This London"
15 Apr: Being Human, Cops and Robbersons, Desperate Remedies, Fresh, Holy
     Matrimony, Indian Warrior, Myth of the White Wolf, Just like a Woman,
     Naked in New York, Rapa Nui, Stoned Age, Surviving the Game, Trial by
     Jury
22 Apr: A Good Man in Africa, Bad Girls, Even Cowgirls Get the Blues, The
     Favor, The Inkwell, That's Entertainment III, When a Man Loves a Woman
29 Apr: Endless Summer II

06 May: Clean Slate, Corinna Corinna, Four Weddings and a Funeral, Hour of
     the Pig, Miami, Police Academy 7: Mission to Moscow, Prison Colony,
     Three Ninjas Kicking Back
13 May: Blue Sky,  The Crow, The Innocent, There Goes My Baby, Trading Mom,
     Widow's Peak
20 May: Maverick
27 May: Beverly Hills Cop III, The Flintstones, It's Pat

Spring: Cartooned, The Muppet Treasure Island, Pet

03 Jun: The Cowboy Way
10 Jun: City Slickers II, Lassie, Natural Born Killers, Renaissance Man
17 Jun: Cop Tips Waitress, Crooklyn, Getting Even with Dad, "Me, Let's Hope
     I Make it"
24 Jun: Airheads, The Lion King(Animated), Milk Money, A Pure Formality,
     Wolf
01 Jul: Blown Away, The Shadow, True Lies, Wyatt Earp
08 Jul: North
15 Jul: Angels in the Outfield, Just in Time, Low Down Dirty Shame, Yellow
     Dog
22 Jul: Black Beauty, Exit to Eden, Forrest Gump, Little Big League, The
     Next Karate Kid, The River Wild
29 Jul: Camilla, The Client, Foreign Student, I Love Trouble
July  : Countermeasure, Twist of Fate

Summer: Oh The Places You'll Go

05 Aug: Blankman, The Mask, Time Cop
12 Aug: Clear and Present Danger, Last of the Dog Men, Troll in Central
     Park
August: Baby's Day Out, Boys on the Side, My Summer Story, Pee Wee
     Football, The Quick and the Dead, SFW, Speed, Summer Camp Story, Tall
     Tale

09 Sep: Into the Mouth of Madness
16 Sep: Princess Caraboo

07 Oct: Legends of the Fall

04 Nov: Frankenstein

Autumn: Annie and the Castle of Terror, Barcelona, Blackout, Dexterity, The
     DROP Squad, Ed Wood, Ghost and Mrs. Muir(remake), Gridiron Gang,
     Interview With The Vampire, It Happened in Paradise, The Land Before
     Time, Leon, Love Affair, Nobody's Fool, Old Friends, Pagemaster,
     Pancho's War, Pin Cushion, Pontiac Moon, Radioland Murders, The Saint,
     Snowballs, The Specialist, Star Trek VII, Terminal Velocity, The War,
     White Fang II

Decemb:  Batman III, Foundation, Godzilla (American), Spiderman

1994 : The Black Panther, Brutal Force, Crusade, The Lawnmowerman 2, Sinbad
     Tales, Tremors II

- -1995-
Decemb: Catwoman
1995  : Pocahontas (animated)

- -1995-2000-: Star Wars I, Star Wars II, Star Wars III

Here's a little key for the following section:
Done  - completed films that as of yet have no release dates.
Filmin- films that are casting or in pre-prod., production, or post-prod.
     that have no release dates.
Plannd- films that are currently planned or in development.
??????- this is the catch-all group where I put films that I have no
     confirmation on whether it is even planned or not.

Done  : 
Arizona Dream, Day of Atonement, The Hidden II, The New Age, Tales From the
Darkside: The Movie 2, Red Rock West, Slaughter of the Innocents

Filmin:  
Delores Clayborne, Don't Do It, Highlander III, House Party III, Mary
Reilly(A version of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde), Monolith, Silly Hillbillies on
Mars(animated), Tank Girl

Plannd: 
Alien 4, The American, Biker Mice from Mars(animated), Black, Blondie, Cat
Bone: The Return of Huckleberry Finn, Casper: the Friendly Ghost, Concrete,
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court, The Count of Monte
Cristo(remake), The Creature From the Black Lagoon(remake), Creepshow 3,
Dinotopia, Fantasia Continued, Flaming Carrot, The Fly III, Forbidden
Planet(remake), Forbidden Planet(sequel to remake), The The Good Doctor,
The Green Hornet, Guns and Roses, Harlot's Ghost, Hill Street Blues:The
Movie,Honey West, I Was a Teenage Werewolf(remake), The Invisible
Man(remake), The List of Seven, The Man in the Iron Mask(remake), The
Mangler, The Men in Black, Mortal Kombat, Mother Night, Naked Gun 4,
Nuclear Family, Paradise Junction, The Phantom, Plastic Man, The Postman, A
Princess of Mars, Private Lessons, Puff the Magic Dragon (Animated remake),
The Revenge of the Old Queen(2nd sequel to Rocky Horror), Richie Rich,
Santiago, Stars My Destination, The Stowaway to Mars, Stranger in a Strange
Land, The Talisman, The Texas Rangers, Thinner, Trancers VI(Video), The
Vampire Lestat, Village of the Damned (remake), War of the
Worlds(animated), Zone of Silence

??????: 
30 Wishes, Anything But Love, The Apostle, Auntie Mame, Badmen, Barefoot
Gen, Beauty, Billie's Song, Body Shot, The Brady Bunch, Coach, The Cool
Surface, The Crossing Guard, Cruel and Unusual, D'Artagnan, Damon, Davy
Crockett, Dead Reckoning, Dear Rosie, Deathstalker V, The Defective
Detective,Desperation Angel, Dial M for Monster, The Enchanted Cottage
(remake), Evening Star, Faithful, Family Prayers, Fences, First Knight,
Flash Gordon(remake), Fly by Night, Forty Thieves, Gang Land, The Gerry
Conlon Story, Glass Shadows, "Good Dog Carl", Hamlet(a pig not
Shakespeare), Heart Mountain, Higgins and Beech, "High Times Hard Times",
The Hunting Club, Hunting the Devil, In a Country of Mothers, Into the
Woods, Jack of Hearts, Jade, Joyride, Jungle Book (animatronic), Kings in
Disguise, The Lady Takes an Ace, Late Consequence: A Man and Two Women,
Lightning in a Bottle, The Little Rascals: Our Gang, The Lost City, A
Married Man and a Virgin, The Mayor of Castro Street, Midnight Ride, The
Mist, Mr. Magoo, The Munsters, The Music of Chance, Needles, The Neighbor,
Organic Future, Paper Hearts, Phantom of the Opera (remake), The Picture of
Dorian Gray(remake), Pinocchio(live-action), Prince Charming, The Rainbow
Warrior, Return to Mystic Pizza, The Secret Life of Walter Mitty (remake),
The Secret of Roan and Inish, Shanghai 1920, Slay the Dreamer, Song of the
Sea, Starwatcher, Stone Valley, Streat Fighter, Streetwise, Superman: The
New Movie, Swan Lake, Terry and the Pirates, A Thief of Time, The Three
Stooges, To Be an Outlaw, Tracker, Trouble Bound, The Vampire in Brooklyn,
Vanished, Waterworld, Who Discovered Roger Rabbit?, Without a Word, Yo
Alice!, Younger & Younger 

Bryan D. Jones
bdj@engr.uark.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 20:48:22 GMT
From: dekko@csd4.csd.uwm.edu (Paul Edward Freitag)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness ----Different ending?

From what I understand, in the original ending (deemed too depressing to
goobers out in L.A. who decide what America likes) has Ash getting thrown
into the post-apocalypse future, leaving room for a fourth chapter.  IMHO,
It would've been a better ending, and I'd love to get a copy..

Paul Freitag

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 20:58:08 GMT
From: linn@crl.com (Stephen F Linn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness ----Different ending?

   I've seen both the VHS and LD versions (Yes, I really liked the movie).
The endings are the same for both.

   My question is; I've heard that Army of Darkness is the third in a
series.  Are the first two movies the same type of humour/horror or are
they straight horror?  Are they any good?  I think they are titled Evil
Dead and Evil Dead II.  Am I completely wrong and Army of Darkness is not
Evil Dead III?

Steve
linn@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 22:55:48 GMT
From: birvine@netcom.com (Brian Irvine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness ----Different ending?

Imho, Evil Dead and Evil Dead 2: Dead by Dawn are some damn funny films.
The first Evil Dead tries to play straight with a couple of horror in-jokes
and funny lines.  The second evil dead distances itself from the first, and
is less of a sequel than a remake, and is more connected to the third, Army
of Darkness.

(Spoiler, mild)

The first ends with the death of four friends of Ash in one cabin by the
powers of darkness, and the apparent death of Ash.  The second one pretends
the first didn't happen, and remakes the plot of the first in the first
five minutes, this time it's only Ash's girlfriend that comes along, and
gets to Ash's apparent death in those first five minutes.  I.e. you can
never see the first, which has few good lines and less good jokes, and
you'll get all of the first's important scenes in the second, which is
technically a higher quality film as well as being easier to find.  The
second is the funniest horror film ever made.  It's hard to get all the
jokes the first time, but a lot of Ash's one'lines are still excellent, as
wel Ss the famous "Ash fights his own hand" scene.
   As for the post-apocalyptic ending, whether or not it exists, it would
be totally cool for a sequel, even though I would miss:
   "Hail to the King, baby."
As the ultimate romantic line since: "Gimme some sugar baby" As well as
being an awesome setting: Futuristic Human Warriors do battle with the
forces of darkness?  Plus, Ash gets a new prosthetic better than the
chainsaw or gauntlet.  Maybe a high tech chainsaw?

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 17:54:22 GMT
From: shadow@daimi.aau.dk (Christian Bonnesen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness ----Different ending?

Ok.. the original Evil Dead was a horror b movie which was made some years
ago... To be honest.. it really sucked... But then they (the producers?)
decided to make a new version of the movie, which they did and called that
Evil Dead II. So there's actually only 2 Evil Dead movies... Evil Dead 2
and Army of Darkness.... :) Anyway, Evil Dead II takes place in our time
with the only person being Ash from Army of Darkness. It is very funny (at
least, that is what I think :) and also has the horror aspect as Army of
Darkness has.

Hope this explains what you wanted to know... If not then email me! :)

Christian Bonnesen
shadow@daimi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 06:49:44 GMT
From: ccolling@morgan.ucs.mun.ca (Chris Collingwood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness ----Different ending?

   It's amazing how many people have actually seen this movie.  It has got
to be one of the funniest horror films I've ever seen.  A definite 'must
see' for anybody with a sense of humor.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 07:03:18 GMT
From: iverson@lionheart.com (Tim Iverson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Army of Darkness == Evil Dead III?

>Ok.. the original Evil Dead was a horror b movie which was made some years
>ago... To be honest.. it really sucked... But then they (the producers?)

I thought it was hilarious, and so did Siskel & Ebert who gave it *two*
thumbs up (slightly qualified ... it is a low budget film).  In fact, the
only reason I went to see _Evil Dead_ was because of their recommendation.

The director is same guy who did _Darkman_ (and _Nightmare Before Xmas_ if
I recall correctly).  I also seem to remember that the actor who plays Ashe
appears in a cameo at the end of _Darkman_.

>decided to make a new version of the movie, which they did and called that
>Evil Dead II. So there's actually only 2 Evil Dead movies... Evil Dead 2

It's not a re-make, it's an outright sequel, and even more funny than _Evil
Dead I_.  ROTFL (really), I had to see it a second time - I was laughing so
hard I missed half the movie the first time!

I hadn't heard of _Army of Darkness_ and the video store is closed now
(aaARRGGH).  Looks like I'll be breaking their door down tomorrow ;-).

Tim Iverson
iverson@lionheart.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 17:47:08 GMT
From: shadow@daimi.aau.dk (Christian Bonnesen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness == Evil Dead III?

Thus spake iverson@lionheart.com (Tim Iverson):
>It's not a re-make, it's an outright sequel, and even more funny than
>_Evil Dead I_.  ROTFL (really), I had to see it a second time - I was
>laughing so hard I missed half the movie the first time!

I still believe it is a re-make... anyone can confirm this?

Christian Bonnesen
shadow@daimi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 18:55:30 GMT
From: alipkin@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Adam M. Lipkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness == Evil Dead III?

EDII is most definitely a remake of EDI. If it weren't, SR would be the
least original director ever. He reused almost every element of the first
(including the ancient tome, the living trees, the camera angle of the
spirit going for Ash). What he did was take the good stuff from the first
(which was pretty lame, btw), and turn it into a great flick, with style
and humor (if not a budget).  

Adam Lipkin
alipkin@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 02:15:11 GMT
From: nts3ijb@cabell.vcu.edu (Ian J. Burns)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness == Evil Dead III?

iverson@lionheart.com (Tim Iverson) writes:
>The director is same guy who did _Darkman_ (and _Nightmare Before Xmas_ if
>I recall correctly).

   Nope.  Sam Raimi had nothing to do with "Nightmare before Christmas"
Perhaps you're thinking of Tim Burton (Although he didn't actually DIRECT
"NBC" but he did do just about everything else.)

>I also seem to remember that the actor who plays Ashe appears in a cameo
>at the end of _Darkman_.

Yeah, that made me happy.  ("Final Shemp: Bruce Campbell")

>It's not a re-make, it's an outright sequel, and even more funny than
>_Evil Dead I_.

  Actually, it's both.  It's called a sequel (hence the title "Evil Dead
II"), but it's also a re-make of the first in many ways, because the
original film was a low budget 16mm production with very limited release,
so when Sam Raimi got real studio distribution for the second film, he
pulled the best gags from the first one, so that the "mainstream" could see
them as well as the "cult followers."  He also couldn't secure the rights
for some reason to use footage from the first film for flashbacks in the
second, which is why the first film is rewritten in the first ten minutes
of EDII.

Josh

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 17:18:00 GMT
From: ENGMJA@engensvr.ltec.com ("Aylor, Mark")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness ----Different ending?

Hmmm.
**** WARNING! WARNING! MAJOR SPOILER ALERT ****
When I last rented the movie, it had the same ending _I_ saw in the
theatre.  Ash ends up back at the S-mart retelling the story to a co-worker
saying he got the incantation mostly right (read flubbed again). Then a
demon comes into the store, he picks up a Winchester rifle (just like the
Rifleman used to use) and proceeds to turn said demon into dog food (once
again a la Rifleman).

I did not see anything about sleeping into the future.

But another point. When I rented the movie, my friends and I (who all saw
the movie in the theatre together) could swear that they cut some things
out.  We couldn't put our fingers on what, but if anyone can help me, it
would sure ease my sanity (or lack thereof)

Mark J. Aylor
maylor@ltec.com
engmja@engensvr.ltec.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 17:21:00 GMT
From: ENGMJA@engensvr.ltec.com ("Aylor, Mark")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness ----Different ending?

By the way,

Did anyone else think he got the job for Brisco County after the original
ending for Army of Darkness?

Just a thought,

Mark J. Aylor
maylor@ltec.com
engmja@engensvr.ltec.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 21:26:52 GMT
From: gkm4142@trex.oscs.montana.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness ----Different ending?

   A few months ago there was a discussion about this topic on alt.horror,
and, it seems to me that someone reported that the "different ending"
(drinks too much of the potion) was shown in theaters in Japan, but nowhere
in the U.S.  I don't know how accurate this info is, but it was being
tossed around alt.horror for a while.  That's what I (think) I know.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 15:39:50 GMT
From: wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest: Last Lap at Luxury ????

> 1.  I don't get the title.

Neither do I.  I thought that this was a better title for "The Stinger."  I
don't even know where it came from: NBC or the FAQ.

> 2.  If this episode was aired out of sequence, where in the seaQuest
> chronology should it go?  Somewhere between "Martians" and the second
> ceramic suppository episode?

The main reason I stated that it was aired out of sequence was because of
Noyce's Sect-Gen. Rating.  It should have aired before THE STINGER and HIDE
& SEEK (Shatner episode) Here, in these 2 episodes, Noyce mysteriously
changed into the civilian Sect. General.  I had no idea why this happened,
until Last Lap aired.

> I'm hoping seaWesley (Lucas) will make enhancements in the vocorder and
> get rid of the danged "Donald Duck" voice...maybe for next
> season...maybe...

He is sort of like Wesley.  He is at times annoying, and there is a
relationship developing between him and the captian (Picard & Wesley almost
hated each other during the first season).  In many ways, he is not like
Wesley.

I agree.  Get rid of that Donald Duck squeaky Darwin Voice.  I like the
fish, hate the voice.

Wesley Chan
California Technology Project
Arcadia, CA
wchan@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 20:57:59 GMT
From: Jim_Mann@transarc.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent STrek:TNG episode

mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (M'Woody) writes:
> Actually, I thought "Genesis" was a pretty good episode. However, I agree
> that the ending was very hurried. Had the show been another 20 minutes
> longer, it could have been handled very well. But up until Data and
> Picard find the cure and return everyone to normal with a hitch, the show
> was very good.

I'm a big TNG fan, but I thought Genesis was one of the stupidest episodes
they've aired. It ranks right up there with some of the real dump episodes
in the old series.  (The lead-in, with Data worrying about his cat and
Barkley being a hypochondriac, was very good, though.)

Jim Mann
Transarc Corporation			
The Gulf Tower, 707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
(412) 338-4442
jmann@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 21:43:57 GMT
From: baileyd@nih.gov (Dennis Bailey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent STrek: TNG episode

hummel@ATHENA.MIT.EDU (Franklin Hummel) writes:

>Simply put, the producers do NOT respect you.  They have seen that you
>don't mind being treated like you are idiots and so, they treat you
>like ones.

I've dealt with the people who make ST - the producers, writers and
artists, on a number of occasions and in situations where conversation
was unguarded and emotional (how unguarded?  Well, I came out of a couple
of story meetings knowing things ranging from secrets about future stories
through details about various cast members that were none of my business -
there's a point where you become somewhat invisible as an outsider in these
things.  And no, I won't divulge for any reason. <g>).  I can't say that my
involvement amounts to more than occasional, and it took place over about
two years.

The point of all that is: the people who make the Star Trek series' have
great respect for their audience as thinking people - I've never heard
them deride the viewership in any general way (although stories about
crazies trying to get onto the sets or pestering the actors in their
private lives abound, because they happen to be true).  It's just not true
that they don't respect the audience.

Star Trek, though, is not often very good sf - really, it never has been
consistently good in that respect.  By "never", I mean starting in 1964.
Roddenberry was chief among those who were very often more interested in
every other aspect of the series than the science, and in his later years
said that he'd rather have good television writers working on Star Trek
than science fiction writers.  Science fiction writers who wrote for the
old series or for TNG were often among the writers who were the most
frustrated by trying to work for Roddenberry - Harlan Ellison, Melinda
Snodgrass and David Gerrold, to name a few.

The sad fact is that the Star Trek producers aren't big sf fans and don't
consider the show's primary emphasis to be science fiction (again,
Roddenberry told others, such as David Alexander, that Star Trek wasn't
"really" science fiction but is rather "about people" - a false dichotomy,
to be sure).  They do have a regrettable tendency to view the show's sf
elements as devices enabling them to tell various kinds of fantasy stories.
They don't understand sf, IMAO, but they do understand that sf fans are a
minority among the audience they reach with the series.

What do they consider important?  Among other things, Piller has said that
he considers the most important message carried by Star Trek to be that
communication rather than confrontation is the best way to solve problems.
You may consider that laudable or not, but those are the sort of ideas and
principles that these people are apparently interested in.

I do know of series, BTW, whose producers have enjoyed ridiculing their
presumed audiences; one was an unsuccessful sf series some years back.

Anyway, asserting that the people at Star Trek don't respect their audience
because neither they nor the larger audience as they understand it are
particularly interested in science fiction is just unfair and inaccurate.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 22:24:11 GMT
From: mvp@netcom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DS9: John "Baltar" Colicos in "Blood Oath"

D. Joseph Creighton <djc@cc.umanitoba.ca> wrote:
>Of course, it was also quite interesting to note that these three Klingons
>finally grew out their skull ridges.  Perhaps it wasn't as fashionable in
>their younger days.  :)

I believe someone has mentioned that it is Official (I think even from the
mouth of The Great Bird of the Galaxy himself) that Klingons always had
skull ridges, even in the old series.  They just didn't have the budget to
do the skull ridges back then.

Mike Van Pelt
mvp@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 16:58:52 GMT
From: Peter_L_Zavon.Wbst843@xerox.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DS9: John "Baltar" Colicos in "Blood Oath"

John P. LaRocque said on 28 Mar 94 01:12:57 GMT:
>I just finished watching "Blood Oath", and although I missed the opening
>credits, I was *damned* sure that John Colicos aka Commandor Kor of
>Classic Trek aka Count Baltar - played one of our three happy Klingons
>(and thankfully survived the episode).  I am also sure that the Klingon
>Kane was played by the character who played Kane on Buck Rogers of the
>25th Century.

That was Kang, not Kane as a Klingon.  The same actor, Michael Ansara, I
think, played a Klingon named Kang in an episode of ST:TOS.  That was the
one where some disembodied entity that lived on combative emotions put a
party of Klingons on board the Enterprise, reduced everyone to the use of
bladed weapons, and kept anyone from dying of wounds.

Peter Zavon
Xerox corporation
Webster, NY
zavon.wbst843@xerox.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 19:23:52 GMT
From: DENISEI@alcon.acu.edu (DENISE INGLIS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ST:TNG "Journey's End"

Gack!  Blech!  Ptooey!
 
Just saw "Journey's End" last night.  This show makes "Sub Rosa" look like
a gem.  (Well, almost).  The Indian story was just far too patronizing for
words.  Will this still be an issue in the 24th century?  And will they
still be referred to as "Indians?"
 
I liked the continuing conflict between Picard and Admiral Necheyev, but
her suggestion that she would get someone else to command the Enterprise if
Picard didn't want to do the mission was just ridiculous.
 
The best part of the show was the conflict between Picard and the
Cardassian captain.
 
And Wesley...will someone *please* give this boy a clue?  He's tired of
being pressured and manipulated by everyone.  So he goes on a vision quest,
searching for answers and realizes he doesn't want to be in Starfleet
anymore.  Great.  Only later he discovers that he's being manipulated by
the Traveller, but he doesn't seem to mind!  If Wesley is the next stage of
human evolution, God have mercy on the human race!
 
It's as if the writers have dug up all the episodes that weren't good
enough to do the last couple of seasons, because they're pressed for time
or something.  Ronald D. Moore wrote this episode.  Heck *I* could have
done this well.  I'm beginning to regret all the B5 episodes I had to miss
in order to watch the last half of this season of ST:TNG.
 
Denise Inglis
denisei@alcon.acu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 13:04:39 GMT
From: x93jzd@essex.stfx.ca (The Privateer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Star Trek

Does anyone have access to the entire listing of the "RULES OF ACQUISITION"
I'm curious to obtain a copy of these.

Send it to me e-mail if you can.

Thanks.

Ken Barker
X93jzd@essex.stfx.ca

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 19:08:40 GMT
From: rogrif@california.sandia.gov (griffith richard o)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ST:TNG Episode: Boy Genius Returns

Some comments on the latest episode of ST:TNG.  

*** SPOILERS ***

AAAAARRRRRGGGGGGUUUUUUEEEEEEE!

Wesley Crusher is back, and this time the "boy genius" thing is taken to a
new and extremely irritating level.  The "Traveller" from an earlier
episode reappears and makes good on his cryptic comments about how Wes is
"different" from other humans.  Wes is taken away to begin his education as
a demigod.  If ST:TNG continued for another season or two, perhaps they
could elevate Wes to God status, i.e. Wes is actually God but had amnesia
and only just now remembered that he was omnipotent.  Then we might see a
truly awesome episode: "Wesley Crusher vs. Q; the Final Conflict".  Just a
thought.

Richard

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 09:26:33 GMT
From: PYK@crux.rp.csiro.au (Peter Kammas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tomorrow People question

Hi.  I have a question regarding the original (old) T.P.

Where and how did the series end???  The last I can remember (and this is
really stretching my memory), there was a group of people trying to coerce
(or force) the T.P. into spying(?) for them.  At the end of the episode,
the girl who was in the group forcing the T.P., become one of them...  I
can vaguely remember Tim or John telling the head honcho that she had
become one of them.

As far as I can recall, this girl had some latent powers but not to the
extent of the T.P. (until the end of the episode), and the T.P. vanished(?)
from their headquarters at the episode's end?

Is this right? Familiar?  Wrong/Right?

I'm wondering where Fed (something I can't recall) comes into the picture?
Maybe that happens after the episode I mentioned?

Any takers?  :)

Peter

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 06:09:04 GMT
From: lalibr@vccnw02.its.rpi.edu (Vivs Laliberte (Scott))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People question

Ok, the character you are refering to is Tricia.  She broke out at the end
of season 4, in ther story The Revenge of Jedikiah.  There were ~8 (depends
on how you count) seasons, so this was definitely not the end.
  
  The next story was called One Law, and saw Tyso, Steven, Elizabeth and
John return to Earth, and Mike breaking out.  Tricia was never heard from
again.
  
  From then on the story got much more SF/F based, and got downright silly
in a lot of places.  Perhaps, given the episodes that were to follow, it
might have been better to end it there.  =)
  
  I fyou have any specific quesitons, feel free to write me
at:vividhue@rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 04:43:03 GMT
From: quantum@whatever.cs.jhu.edu (Ariel Halpern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People question

I don't remember Tricia breaking out in "Revenge of Jedikiah", but I
haven't seen the episode in a while. The only thing I remember about the
episode is that Jedikiah was impersonating Stephen. Could someone please
post a brief description of the episode, because I don't remember Tricia
playing a big role in that series of episodes. Thanks in advance.

Ari Halpern
Johns Hopkins University
quantum@cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 09:00:38 GMT
From: PYK@crux.rp.csiro.au (Peter Kammas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tomorrow People question

> The episode/story you are referring to is "The Secret Weapon" and is the
> one where Tyso breaks out and Tricia learns from John that she, too,
> could have been a Tomorrow Person (she later breaks out in "Revenge of
> Jedikiah").  There are many more episodes between this one and the final
> episode "War of the Empires" - and the appearance of more Tomorrow People
> (Mike, Hsui Ti and Andrew).

The name "Mike" rings a bell with me.  Was he the one who "broke out" at
the episode's start and used his powers to steal (or something like that)?

If so, then I have probably seen more of the old series than I thought.

Wasn't Mike one of the people who started wearing Nazi gear in the episode
featuring the alien Hitler??  I can remember a scene where John got very
upset with Mike for wearing a Nazi T-shirt.

> The Galactic Trig finally make an appearance with the visit of Timus in
> "Worlds Away", the episode after "The Secret Weapon".  The Trig had been
> mentioned in earlier episodes, but had also been called the Galactic
> Federation (in "The Vanishing Earth", for example).

Unfortunately I can't remember the episode names to individual stories.
I'm almost certain I've seen these episodes, but would need a gentle
reminder (summary) of what happened.  Was "Worlds Away" the episode where
the T.P.  where on another world trying to help the inhabitants to "break
out"?  At the end of the episode I'm refering to, they convince several
natives to teleport to their homes by just thinking of it!

Peter

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 16:15:07 GMT
From: ccoffin@slate.mines.colorado.edu ( 3032799202)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ultra 7 and Ultraman

Is anybody out there watching Ultra 7 on TNT at 6AM Eastern Time?  I've
recently taken to watching it as I'm an early riser, and it's the only
thing entertaining on at the time.

The series appears to be a spinoff from Ultraman, shot sometime in what
appears to be the early 70's.  The main character, Ultra 7, has a human
alter-ego, and uses a "test-mask" (rather than a Beta Capsule) to change
into Ultr-7 to fight men in rubber monster suits.

Many of the Ultraman concepts are the same, including a flashing light on
the costume to indicate when power is nearly exhausted.

Does anyone out there no more about the history of this series and its
relationship to the Japanese Ultraman (not the Australian remake done
several years ago?

ccoffin@mines.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 16:33:36 GMT
From: eglover@pinyon.libre.com (Eugene Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ultra 7 and Ultraman

>Is anybody out there watching Ultra 7 on TNT at 6AM Eastern Time?  I've
>recently taken to watching it as I'm an early riser, and it's the only
>thing entertaining on at the time.

Absolutely.  Beware though, TNT is pulling Ultra 7 back to only once a
week...  In July they will be showing a marathon at night probably showing
the episodes that they could not show in a "Children's Timeslot"...  that's
their words, not mine.

>The series appears to be a spinoff from Ultraman, shot sometime in what
>appears to be the early 70's.  The main character, Ultra 7, has a human
>alter-ego, and uses a "test-mask" (rather than a Beta Capsule) to change
>into Ultra-7 to fight men in rubber monster suits.

There have been many Ultraman series (Ultraman, Ultra 7, Ultraman returns,
Ultraman Ace, Ultraman Taro, Ultraman 80, Ultraman: Towards the Future
(Australian), Ultraman: Powered (New US Ultraman made in 93-94 (Unaired
yet)) and several others I cannot think of.  There is also a variant that
occurred last year called "Gridman"... who is not really Ultraman, but is a
cyberspace version of him...  A virus fighting program, designed by young
Japanese hackers to look like an Ultraman (right down to the flashing light
when his power runs low)

Gridman will be showing up on US TV later this year as "Superhuman Samurai
Syber Squad"... (Stupid spelling is theirs, not mine) but it's going to be
butchered together with American footage a la Mighty Morphin' Power
Rangers.

Ultraman Powered is due out here in a few months, but it seems like it may
have a different name... Ultraman Powered may be what it's called in Japan
(even though it's a US production, it was released there first)... it has a
different name in the US.

I think Ultra 7 is the second "Ultraman" series, but is really the third
"Ultra" series...  Ultra Q was the first, but contained no Ultraman.

I think they said the "Task Mask" in the episode "Ultraman - Exposed!", but
I have no idea if that is what it's called in Japan... maybe the "Beta
Glasses" or something :-)

There are 49 episodes.

I'm not the greatest expert on this stuff, I've only recently began an all
out hunt for Ultraman and other similar programs, so I'm still building my
knowledge base.  There are greater experts than I on the net and maybe
they'll show up to fill in some more gaps...

Eugene Glover
Phoenix, Arizona, USA
eglover@libre.com

------------------------------
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Date: 4 Apr 94 02:00:38 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SFTV: Upcoming Sci-Fi TV Episode Titles (April 3rd)

Science Fiction TV Shows Upcoming Episodes (April 3rd edition)

This posting contains titles of upcoming episodes for the following shows:

Star Trek: The Next Generation
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine
seaQuest DSV
Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman
Adventures of Brisco County Jr.
X-Files
Highlander
Time Trax
Babylon 5
Viper
Universal Action Pack
Robocop: The Series

Plus other specials noted that I find out about in advance.

SF TV News Tidbits

Now that we're getting near the end of this season (from some shows), how
about a look at what might be turning up on the broadcast networks next
season.  According to Broadcasting and Cable, these shows are in
development for the fall season (all the info listed is all they list, so
don't ask me for any more details...):

ABC:

Interrotron: Kushner-Locke Productions (Drama)

CBS:

Galaxy Beat: science fiction comedy from HBO Independent Productions; Alan
Spencer Executive producer

Sherwood's Travels; stars Jeremy Sheridan - Brand/Falsey Productions, Ron
Koslow Films in association with Warner Bros.  Ron Koslow, Joshua Brand,
and John Falsey executive producers (drama) [Koslow did the Beauty & the
Beast TV series]

FOX:

Get Smart - reunites Don Adams and Barbara Feldon from HBO Independent
Productions; Michael DiGaentano and Lawrence Gay Executive Producers

LAX 2194 - Stars Terry Kiser; Universal Television; Barry Kemp and Ken
Estin executive Producers (comedy)

Platypus Man; Stars Richard Jeni, Paramount Network Television; Mort Nathan
and Barry Fanaro executive Producers (comedy)

Mantis - Universal Television; project has been given series commitment
from FOX for fall; Sam Raimi, Sam Hamm and Bryce Zabel Executive Producers
[Pilot movie aired earlier this year.  Zabel is responsible for some of the
better Lois and Clark scripts]

Sliders - Universal television; John Landis, Robert Weiss and Tracy Torme
Executive Producers (drama) [may have been started for the Universal Action
Pack.  Torme has done some of the better TNG episodes]

NBC:

Earth 2 - Amblin Television and Universal television.  Project has already
been given a 22 episode commitment; Steven Spielberg Executive producer.

This only lists the titles of the shows, so there are no spoilers other
than what might be contained in the titles.  I am going to attempt to post
this info on a regular basis.  If you have access to info that I don't
have, please email me at leew@indirect.com so I can include it here. The
syndicated shows I should have up to a months worth (at least) of upcoming
episodes.  For the network shows, it is limited to what info is listed in
various tv listing sources and what people post to the net.

Satellite Feed Information is contained at the end of this listing.  Any
updates to that info would be appreciated.

As always, these schedules are subject to change by the producers and
networks at any time.

Star Trek (Info from Mike Brown and Jim Shaun Lyon)

Star Trek: The Next Generation

Ep #   sat feed   Prod #    Title

171     3/19/94     271     Genesis
172     3/26/94     272     Journey's End
        4/02/94     261R    Force of Nature
        4/09/94     262R    Inheritance
        4/16/94     263R    Parallels
173     4/23/94     273     First Born
174     4/30/94     274     Bloodlines

Uncomfirmed...

175     5/07/94     275     Emergence
176     5/14/94     276     Pre-emptive Strike [or The Good Fight]
177     5/23/94     277/278 All Good Things (Two-hour series finale)
        5/28/94     264R    The Pegasus
        6/ 4/94     265R    Homeward
        6/11/94     266R    Sub Rosa
        6/18/94     267R    Lower Decks
        6/25/94     268R    Thy Known Self
        7/ 2/94     269R    Masks
        7/ 9/94     270R    Eye of the Beholder
        7/16/94     271R    Genesis
        7/23/94     272R    Journey's End
        7/30/94     273R    First Born
        8/ 6/94     274R    Bloodlines
        8/13/94     275R    Emergence
        8/20/94     276R    Pre-emptive Strike [or The Good Fight]
        8/27/94             TBD
        9/ 3/94     277     All Good Things, Part I
        9/10/94     278     All Good Things, Part II


Star Trek: Deep Space Nine

 39     3/26/94     439     Blood Oath
        4/02/94     426R    Melora
        4/09/94     427R    Rules of Aquisition
        4/16/94     428R    Necessary Evil
 40     4/23/94     440     The Maquis Part I
 41     4/30/94     441     The Maquis Part II

schedule unconfirmed:

 42     5/07/94     442     The Wire
 43     5/14/94     443     Crossover
 44     5/21/94     444     Collaborator
        5/28/94     429R    Second Sight
        6/04/94     430R    Sanctuary

        TBD                 The Dominion I

Note: the date listed is the first day the episode is transmitted over the
Paramount sat feed.  Paramount's official "week of" starts two days later
on the following Monday.

Babylon 5  (Info from John Hudgens and Arne Starr)

Week Of   Prod #    Title

03/14/94  106       And The Sky Full Of Stars
03/21/94  103R      Midnight on the Firing Line
03/28/94  102R      The Soul Hunter
04/04/94  104R      Born To The Purple
04/11/94  101R      Infection
04/18/94  113       Deathwalker
04/25/94  105       Believers
05/02/94  111       Survivors
05/09/94  116       By Any Means Necessary
05/16/94  114       Signs and Portents
05/23/94  117       The Quality of Mercy

There will be repeats until October so that new episodes will be available
for the November ratings sweeps.

10/10/94  109       Grail
10/17/94  122       Eyes
10/24/94  119       TKO
10/31/94  120       A Voice in the Wilderness Part 1
11/07/94  121       A Voice in the Wilderness Part 2
11/14/94  118       Babylon Squared
11/21/94  115       Legacies
11/28/94  112       Chrysalis

Many PTEN stations will air Babylon 5 on Wednesdays at 8 p.m. (E/P), 7 p.m.
(C/M) with other stations airing the show wherever they decide.

Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman (ABC)
(Sunday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)
(info from Michael Burstein)

 3/20/94       [pre-empted by "Rain Man"]
 3/27/94       Fly Hard
 4/03/94       [pre-empted by "Ten Commandents"]
 4/10/94       Man of Steel Bars (repeat)
 4/17/94       ?
 4/24/94       ?
 5/01/94       Season Finale Pt 1
 5/08/94       Season Finale Pt 2


seaQuest DSV (NBC)
(Sunday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 3/20/94        The Last Lap at Luxury
 3/27/94        Brothers and Sisters (repeat)
 4/03/94        [pre-empted by "Marcus-Nelson Murders"]
 4/10/94        [pre-empted by "Ancient Prophecies"]
 4/17/94        Photon Bullet (repeat)


The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr. (Fox)
(Friday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific, 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 3/18/94       Deep in the Heart of Dixie (repeat)
 3/25/94       AKA Kansas (repeat)
 4/01/94       Stagecoach
 4/08/94       Wild Card
 4/15/94       Steel Horses (repeat)


X-Files (Fox)
(Friday nights at 9 p.m. Eastern/Pacific, 8 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 3/18/94       Miracle Man (postponed from 3/11/94)
 3/25/94       Fire (repeat)
 3/29/94       Fallen Angel (repeat)
 4/01/94       Shapes
 4/08/94       Beyond the Sea (repeat)
 4/15/94       Darkness Falls
 4/22/94       Squeeze 2
 4/29/94       Born Again
 5/06/94       Twins
 5/13/94       [Season Finale]


Highlander (Syndicated)
(Info from Linda Cooksey)
(airs on WGN at 10:30 pm ET Thursdays the week following "Week Of")

Week of      WGN      Prod #       Title

03/21/94    3/31/94   93207(R)     Return of Amanda
03/28/94    4/07/94   93210(R)     Epitaph For Tommy
04/04/94    4/14/94   93212(R)     Under Color of Authority
04/11/94    4/21/94   93211(R)     The Fighter
04/18/94    4/28/94   93213(R)     Bless The Child
04/25/94    5/05/94   93218        Pharaoh's Daughter
05/02/94    5/12/94   93219        Legacy
05/09/94    5/19/94   93220        Prodigal Son
05/16/94    5/26/94   93221        Counterfeit Part 1
05/23/94    6/02/94   93222        Counterfeit Part 2


Time Trax (PTEN/Syndicated)
(Info from Steve Monares)

Week of Air Ep #  Title

3/14/94     31    "The Cure"
3/21/94     22R   "Mysterious Man"
3/28/94     21R   "Framed"
4/04/94     18R   "Beautiful Songbird"
4/11/94     19R   "Photo Finish"
4/18/94     30    "Perfect Pair"
4/25/94     36    "Catch Me If You Can"

To Be Scheduled:
             32    Almost Human


Viper (NBC)
(Fridays at 8 p.m. E/P  7 p.m. C/M)

  3/04/94    9   Past Tense
  3/11/94   10   The Scoop
  3/18/94   11   Thief of Hearts
  3/25/94        [pre-empted for Figure Skating]
  4/01/94   12   Crown of Thorns
  4/08/94        [pre-empted by "Lives in Hazard"]
  4/15/94        [pre-empted by "I Witness Video"]


Universal Action Pack (Syndicated)
(Rotating package of two hour TV movies featuring some sci-fi.  I'll list
 all of them so you can keep track of when the sci-fi shows are on:
 Tek War - Four movies based on William Shatner's Tek novels
 Hercules - Hercules movies produced by Sam Raimi
 Fastrack - John Landis movies about two friends who discover an abandoned
            space ship
 Bandit -  Movies based on "Smokey and the Bandit"
 Another Midnight Run - Movies based on "Midnight Run"
 Vanishing Son - Martial Arts from Sam Cohen )
 Knightrider 2010

Also airs usually on WGN at 8 pm ET on Wednesday the week after the "Week
of" with a repeat showing the following Sunday (late night Sat) at 12:30
am.  It may also get blacked out in your local market, so check your
listings.

 Week of   WGN      Title

 3/07/94   3/15/94  Bandit - Bandit, Bandit
 3/14/94   3/23/94  Midnight Run - Midnight Run-Around
 3/21/94   3/30/94  Midnight Run - Another Midnight Run
 3/28/94   4/06/94  Bandit - Beauty and the Bandit
 4/04/94   4/14/94  Bandit - Bandit's Silver Angel
 4/11/94            Bandit - Must Be Country (repeat)

Robocop: The Series (Syndicated)
(info from Gary Blog)

Week of    Title

 3/14/94   Robocop: The Future of Law Enforcement (two hour opener)
 3/21/94   Prime Suspect
 3/28/94   Trouble in Delta City
 4/04/94   Officer Missing
 4/11/94   What Money Can't Buy

Other science fiction shows and/or movies

NICK:

Nickleodeon has the second series of the New Tomorrow People at
6 p.m ET/PT on Saturdays with a  repeat showing at 1 p.m. ET/PT Sunday.

Story 2 - Monsoon Man
  3/12/94  - Part 2
  3/19/24  - Part 3
  3/26/94  - Part 4
  4/02/94  - Part 5

USA Network

Saturday Nights 10:00 pm ET/PT

Weird Science - Based on the Movie

Saturday Nights 10:30 pm ET/PT

Duckman - Cartoon series starring the voice of Jason Alexander

SAT FEED INFO SECTION  - All times listed are Eastern

Paramount sat feeds (ET):

        Saturday

                0900    Entertainment Tonight
                1000    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine
                1100    The Untouchables
                1500    Entertainment Tonight
                1600    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine
                1700    The Untouchables
                1800    STAR TREK: The Next Generation

        Sunday

                1400    STAR TREK: The Next Generation
                1500    The Untouchables
                1600    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine

All are on T401, transponder 3 (2V)
        5.8 mono (SAP for ET)   6.2 left   6.8 right   (wideband)

The satellite feeds for the two hour TNG Finale are:

Monday May 23, 1994 - 1:00 to 3:00 A.M. Eeastern on Telstar 401, Ch 3.
Monday May 23, 1994 - 4:00 to 6:00 A.M. Eastern on Telstar 401, Ch 17
Monday May 23, 1994 - 11:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. Eastern on Telstar 401,Ch 3
Tuesday May 24, 1994 - 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. Eastern on Telstar 401, Ch 3
The audio for all of the above is 6.2 Left, 6.8 Right, 5.8 Mono.

Babylon 5 Sat Feed Info

           BABYLON 5: THE SERIES -- SATELLITE DOWNLINK INFORMATION

 All feeds are Galaxy 4, Channel 21. Audio is 5.8 left, 6.2 right, 6.8 mono.
                     Satellite feed times (Eastern) are as follows:

     STANDARD VERSION --        Friday     10:00 am
                                Friday      2:00 pm
     B5/KF:TLC COMBO VERSION -- Saturdays - 5-7:30am
                                Sundays - 8-10:30am

     The two-hour 30-minute feed includes a seven minute reel change
between shows - BABYLON 5 followed by KUNG FU: THE LEGEND CONTINUES - the
combo feed is for stations showing theses shows *in that order*. This combo
block feed replaces the TIME TRAX/KUNG FU feed effective 1/22/94.

NOTE: PTEN airs it's sat feeds "real-time" in that when there is a two
minute local commercial break, there is two minutes of black video.


Satellite information for ROBOCOP: THE SERIES. (from Gary Blog)


The first feed will be on Thursday, March 17, 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
(Eastern). 
The satellite is Galaxy 4-22 (V4140).
Audio information is Stereo (Left 5.8, Right 6.2) and Mono (6.8)

The second feed will be on Saturday, March 19, 10 a.m.-11 a.m. (Eastern
Time). 
The satellite is Galaxy 4-13 (H-3960).
Audio information is Stereo (Left 5.8, Right 6.2) and Mono (6.8)


Universal  Action Pack

These are fed in two segments with a fifteen minute break between hours

 Sunday    7:30 AM ET, G4/13
 Monday,  10:00 AM ET, G4/14
 Tuesday, 10:00 AM ET, G4/14

Time Trax

Galaxy 4, Transponder 21

Fridays   11:30 am (stand alone feed)
Saturday   8:30 pm (stand alone feed)
Tuesday   11:00 pm (stand alone feed)

Highlander

Wednesday 9:30 am    Galaxy 4, transponder 22
Friday    1:30 pm    Galaxy 4, transponder 22


Lois and Clark (new episodes only)

Saturday  6:30 am  T2, Transponder 7
(reportedly has moved to 8:30 am T1/5)


seaQuest DSV  (new episodes only)

Friday 11:00 am   T2, Transponder 18 (was missing on 1/7/94)
Saturday 6:00pm   F1, Transponder 8


X-Files

Friday  3:00am  T3/16

Friday  1:00pm  E1, Transponder 8  (Canadian Feed, new shows only)
Friday  9:00pm  T3/18 (east coast normal FOX feed)
Friday  midnight T3/23 (west coast normal FOX feed)


Adventures of Brisco County Jr.

Friday   8:00pm T3/18 (east coast normal FOX feed)
Friday  11:00pm T3/23 (west coast normal FOX feed)

Sunday   2:00am  G4/21  (new shows only, AFTER the Friday FOX airing)

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.com 

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 08:37:52 GMT
From: eyeballk@orion.login.qc.ca (The Eyeball Kid)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TV Series "in Development" RADIUM CITY...?

Since I know the Networks are watching, I was wondering if any of them
could tell me about RADIUM CITY?  I hear it was in high demand in Europe,
but hasn't gone into production yet (or hasn't been aired).  It's supposed
to be an SF series for adults?  A friend of mine saw a poster for it and
said it looked AMAZING.  Not your usual spaceship meets soap-opera.

Anyone know ANYTHING?

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 17:51:40 GMT
From: bill@atria.com (Bill Marrs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: RADIUM CITY -- SF TV Series "in development"?

There was this old PBS documentary called "Radium City".  It was about a
community where the main production plant was "Wesclock".  They made clocks
with dials that would glow in the dark.  They used radium to make the dials
glow.  Unfortunately the workers who made the clocks did not know the
danger of radioactivity.  (They used to lick the radium soaked paint
brushes to get a finer point) Many of the population dies of cancer.  Some
graves were still radioactive.

..but I am sure this is not what you were talking about.

There was also a pilot for a new show called "Island City".  I don't think
the series will ever happen though.

Bill

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 19:15:35 GMT
From: eyeballk@orion.login.qc.ca (The Eyeball Kid)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: RADIUM CITY -- SF TV Series "in development"?

bill@atria.com (Bill Marrs) writes:
> There was this old PBS documentary called "Radium City". 
[...]
> There was also a pilot for a new show called "Island City".  

No, this was a "new" dramtic TV series, either in development or in
production (according to my friend the poster appeared to have some
production stills on it, but he only saw it at a distance).  He said it
looked "really cool", but he didn't get a copy, so don't know who the
production company is, although he thinks it was Canadian - probably
Toronto or Vancouver.

Definitely not a documentary, though.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		     Television - Babylon 5 (10 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 15:35:37 GMT
From: jberry@brutus.ct.gmr.com (John Berry CT/90)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5 

>The Minbari probably scanned his brain(or whatever) to get a better view
>of the human race and why we kept fighting even though it was obvious that
>we had lost.  (The charge of the Light Brigade, etc.) Or, they implanted
>something subconciously to get power over Babylon-5.  That would explain
>why a member of the ruling council is an ambassador.

Naw. Any explanation of Minbari actions at the climax of the war has to
take into account that Delenn appears to LIKE Sinclair in some particular
way (that is, she appears to be concerned with HIM, not humans in general),
and also her statement in "Soul Hunter" that "We were right about you"
(Sinclair).

It's as though she expects something MAJOR from him. But it may well be
something that is only significant (comprehensible?) to the Minbari.
(Though perhaps not to ALL Minbari, given the threat (at the end of SFOS)
to kill him if he ever remembered what happened when he was captured.)

Clearly, Delenn does not represent the "military" side of the Minbari (she
is too cultured for that). But then, what does she represent? As a member
of the Grey Council, she must stand for something - after all, the GC
doesn't look like an elected body. Maybe once we can determine what role
she plays in Minbari society, we'll have an indication of why she thinks
Jeffery Sinclair is important.

My overall impression is that Delenn (or a faction that she belongs to)
stopped the war because of something they discovered about Sinclair, but
that other factions (the military) are prepared to overrule her if Sinclair
should regain his memory (to prevent repercussions with Earth?).

As far as the Minbari being impressed by our willingness to fight on when
we were clearly losing; well, maybe. But, if I were in the position of an
advanced society that had been attacked by what appeared to be a suicidally
ferocious upstart alien race, I'd exterminate them down to last baby.
Better now, then wait for them to get really strong... (so much for my
inter-galactic ethics).

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 18:49:55 GMT
From: mwilson@ncratl.atlantaga.ncr.com (Mark O. Wilson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Third Age of Mankind

feldman@tlgmax.zko.dec.com (Gary Feldman) writes:
>Is it possible that Delenn has some telepathic powers?  She seemed to
>sense that something was happening with Sinclair after he broke loose.
>Perhaps not clear telepathy (such as Talia's or Bester's), but something
>else.

Maybe not a general telepathic ability, but rather some kind of psychic
connection with Sinclair in particular. We still don't know what happened
on the Minbari cruiser.

>If the Vorlons take no interest in other species, and Kosh was taking an
>interest in Earth history, does that imply humans are not another species?

Maybe, maybe not. As is generally true with the Vorlons, who can tell.
It's not definite that he was interested in Earth. From the way he seemed
to be studying Sinclair, the whole thing might have been an experiment to
study Sinclair's reaction.

BTW, I thought it was firmly established that the Vorlons were methane
breathers.

Mark.Wilson@AtlantaGA.NCR.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 19:43:39 GMT
From: sys50@uts.amdahl.com (Steve Sarette)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Minbari & Humans

O.K., here's my theory:

During the course of Sinclair's "interrogation", the Minbari realize that
there's something big, mean, and nasty out there and that Earth's territory
stands between the Minbari and IT (whatever IT might be).  Sinclair somehow
knows about this IT, but never put the pieces together, probably because he
never had critical information that would allow him to do so.  But if
Sinclair remembers what happened in his lost 24 hours, the pieces would
probably fall into place.

The Minbari want Earth's territory to be left in place so that it will act
as a buffer between the Minbari and IT.  This provides early warning for
the Minbari in the event that IT becomes aggressive.

The Minbari did not outright kill Sinclair because he is valuable as a pawn
in their attempts to understand and/or control and/or find IT.

The only problem I have with this theory is that Sinclair has stated that
the Minbari are an honorable race.  Is this strategy honorable?  I suppose
it depends on your definition of honor.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 20:47:28 GMT
From: feline+@ri.cmu.edu (Carol S Boshears)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5-loaded question

   I see that there are a lot of B5 fans out there.  No flames please, but
please give me a list of reasons you think this show is good.  Or is it
that you think it has potential?  My family and some friends are die hard
sci-fi fans and have been for many years (have watched the B & C quality
movies too), but none of us can get past a short part of the show because
we think the acting is atrocious.  I believe it has improved a bit since
the first episode, but I actually find it very difficult to watch a whole
show and don't want to judge any further on its progress.  (I actually
liked the pilot.)  I believe it had/has potential, but is far from what it
could be.  As people who are amazed at its popularity, I just wanted to
know and also want others to know that some find its quality very poor
(we're not talking special effects etc.) I hope very much that it gets
better.

Carol

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 21:24:33 GMT
From: rhill@dvorak.amd.com (Robert Hill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Population of B5

At the beginning of the show, Sinclair says something about "2.5 million
tons of spinning metal". Does anybody know the supposed population of
Babylon 5? The fact that it is so huge, allowing for 'seedy' sections, etc.
is one of the more appealing things about the show. It always seemed
strange on STNG that with over 1000 crew, Picard still seems to know most
of them by name.

Thanks.

Bob Hill

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 22:40:00 GMT
From: v131p9t3@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Ninstar Cybermage: Black Phoenix Rising)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Minbari & Humans

sys50@uts.amdahl.com (Steve Sarette) writes...
>The only problem I have with this theory is that Sinclair has stated that
>the Minbari are an honorable race.  Is this strategy honorable?  I suppose
>it depends on your definition of honor.

The great tragedy of honor is that if it becomes necessary to sacrifice
honor rather than the entire race, there can be only one "Honorable choice"
and that is dishonor.

I'm reminded of the debate in one of the Dragonlance books between a
Minotaur and a Paladin.  They had a disagreement over whether it would be a
good and honorable act to stab a man in the back when failure to do so
would result in hundreds of deaths.  The Minotaur (alien in this case)
believed that killing the man by surprise was the only choice, while the
Paladin was unwilling to sway from the path of honor.

James O. Shank Jr.
v131p9t3@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu
shank@acsu.buffalo.edu 
aa247@freenet.acsu.buffalo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 23:44:34 GMT
From: dss2k@poe.acc.virginia.edu (David Strauss)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5-loaded question

Carol S Boshears <feline+@RI.CMU.EDU> wrote:
>   I see that there are a lot of B5 fans out there.  No flames please, but
>please give me a list of reasons you think this show is good.  

Well, I'd be glad to try and explain it.  (It's so infrequent these days
that a non-fan of B5 takes the time to ask this question without flaming,
that it seserves a response.)

First of all, yes, the show has tons of potential.  Even if you've disliked
all the episodes so far, the story-arc means that the story will become
more involved as time passes, and you'll constantly be evaluating and
reevaluating everything you think you know about the show.  To quote G'Kar,
"nobody on Babylon 5 is who they appear to be."  Instead of standard TV
cardboard cutout characters, we have individuals that react to different
situations in different ways.  Are the Centauri comic relief?  Well, maybe
in one episode, but two weeks later we learn they were responsible for the
genocide of an entire race.  Are the Narns the bad guys?  Well, yes, in one
episode, but several weeks later we learn that G'Kar saves Catherine's life
simply because it would serve him no good to let her die.

There's been plenty of discussion about the quality of the acting all over
the net, and obviously this is just MHO, but I don't have too much of a
problem with it.  Every once in a while I wish Michael O'Hare would stop
smirking, but I have no problem with his stiffness.  Having grown up in a
town with a large military population, and knowing quite a few military
officers, Sinclair strikes me as one of the most authentic military
officers I've ever seen.  Stiff?  Yes.  Unemotional?  Yes.  But perfectly
understandable considering his strong burden, his doubts, and his past.

The second in command, Ivanova, has also been accused of being stiff.  But
I think that Claudia Christian is playing the character that way.  She's
got a wry sense of humor, and it seems so many people are reluctant to
accept that she just isn't the standard TV "tough bitch" character.  (To
me, the best example of this is in the first episode, where she casually
remarked to Garibaldi that he should get his hands off her console or she'd
just "snap off his hands at the wrists."  Tom Shales of the Washington Post
used this line as an example of "23rd century militant feminism" or some
other silly phrase.  But, I think, if it'd been Sinclair who said it, we
would have accepted it as a joke between two buddies at work.)  Christian
has played the character a lot softer while off-duty, and again, this rings
true to me.  Many of the female officers I've known have felt that they
must stay reserved and officious so as to be treated equal in the military
environment.

There have been problems, I'll grant you.  I may be one of B5's biggest
supporters, but even I'll admit the show has room to improve.  The actors
need time to truly find their characters, and the writers will need to find
the right balance with those characters.  But even in the first eight
episodes, I think, B5 has shown touches of greatness.  "And the Sky Full of
Stars," the show's 6th episode shot, is one of the best hours of TV I've
ever seen.  "Parliament of Dreams" and "Mind War" were also well done.

The show continues to improve, and remember that the first season was
designed as more of a setup season, with many stand-alone shows, before the
story-arc kicks into high gear.

Give it a chance.

David Strauss
dss2k@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 01:22:44 GMT
From: brow913@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Derrick Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Minbari & Humans

Jim Shupe (shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com) wrote:
>Okay here's a theory.  Sinclair had decided a suicide charge at the
>Minbari cruiser/command ship was appropriate instead of retreating (much
>like a Kamikaze attack).
>
>This may or may not have surprised the Minbari so they captured him and
>decided to see what made him tick.  Assuming they found that most human
>warriors and non-warriors, when pressed to a wall, will fight even if the
>situation is hopeless, they may have decided to not waste the resources in
>taking Earth.. (like the U.S. with Japan, we would have lost tremendous
>amounts of materials, and lives taking Japan in WWII conventionally, as
>yet we don't see a viable superweapon they could have used against us).
>
>So they decided to surrender and take Earth from the inside.

I wondered if anyone else was thinking about this.  I remember Sinclair
wondering about the motivation for the Minbari retreat and someone (Talia?)
suggesting that it might be easier to buy the planet (thereby maintaining
its resources) than to destroy it.  Perhaps when Sinclair was captured, the
Minbari discovered a valuable galactic resource (see previous threads
regarding this) and didn't want to chance Earth's destruction.  If Sinclair
understood what they were up to, they could have erased his memory to keep
him from letting others know what this valuable material is (or how it
could be used...).

>Then again, perhaps they saw something good about humans and decided to
>work with us instead of against us?

Or perhaps they decided it would be possible (and easier) to buy us and
manipulate us politically.

>As far as the High Council Female as embasador... It seems quite obvious
>from a recent episode why she is there... "He can not be allowed to live
>if he begins to remember."

However, Delenn seems to have "fallen" for Sinclair.  This might be another
source of tension.  If she was sent to B5 to keep an eye on him, having
feelings for him could be a detriment (from the Grey Council's point of
view).  What happens if they tell her to kill him and she can't?  Or even
better/worse, what if she warned him or refused to let him be killed.  The
"marrage" ceremony certainly showed some feelings for Sinclair (on Delenn's
part) that were protective.  Her expression in "And the Sky Full of Stars"
when he pulls back the cowl on her robe also showed un unusal interest that
could be read as attraction.

Too many ways to read this. . .too little time.

Derrick Brown
brow913@uidaho.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 05:06:27 GMT
From: sharp@craycos.com (Steven Sharp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Well ... I'll be first

agarrett@saturn (Andrew Garrett) writes:
>  Let's also keep in mind the scene from Parliament of Dreams - it appears
>very likely that Delenn is now married to Sinclair.  I doubt this would be
>considered binding by any humans, but it is entirely possible for the
>Minbari to consider it so.  I have been under the impression that the Grey
>Council is some type of religious authority - at least Lennier was
>specifically stated to be from some such organization (don't remember the
>name) so it could easily be valid.

Don't forget the rest of the scripture.  The prophet spoke to "the nine".
A count of the Grey Council members when Sinclair was captured came up 9.
There is one who will come who will turn defeat into rebirth.  This is
clearly Sinclair, and the defeat had to be engineered by surrendering.  It
appears as though Sinclair is some kind of savior.  It is difficult to
explain why they would be willing to kill him, but perhaps the religious
authorities aren't in full control, or perhaps he will not fulfill his
destiny if he knows about it and they will have to wait for another.

You have to pay close attention to this show.  We were freeze-framing the
VCR to read the newspaper headlines, some of which were related to past
episodes.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 05:09:00 GMT
From: jthorpe1@cc.swarthmore.edu (jere7my tho?rpe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Homosexual characters on B-5?

jeh@cmkrnl.com (Jamie Hanrahan) wrote:
> Just because Talia's bisexual (if she is; I haven't read the C'que
> article, so I don't know if it was a quote from JMS or just something
> they may have heard somewhere), why does every conversation she has with
> a woman have to be interpreted as an "advance"?

Well, when we at Swarthmore saw MotFL, many of us sensed some sort of
sexual tension in the beginning of the bar scene between Ivanova and Talia,
long before we had any hints about the whole "homosexual on B-5" issue.  It
wasn't a very subtle thing - we were all aware of SOMETHING going on there,
and the explanation that Talia was attracted to Ivanova seems to explain
it.

Note that, for instance, I sensed no sexual tension between Ivanova and the
Psi-Corps woman (clearly!), or between Garibaldi and Delenn, for that
matter.  Many people have noticed that the bar conversation had aspects of
a come-on, whereas other scenes were not interpreted in this manner.  Thus
it is not that every conversation with a woman is an "advance," just as
every conversation Garibaldi has with a woman isn't an advance (although
some are!); rather it seems that Talia's acting abilities allowed us to see
one aspect of her character which hadn't been revealed (overtly) yet, in
one particular scene.  It seems perfectly rational and inoffensive that
Talia might be attracted to Ivanova, and that we might have picked up on it
in the first episode...

I don't know if the "crush" will be investigated further, if it exists, but
it could lead to interesting personal dynamics of a sort we haven't seen
much of on TV before...  Garibaldi is after Talia, Talia is after Ivanova,
Ivanova is after...um...Vir?  Nahh...  And are Delenn and Sinclair married?
And then there's Londo's three wives (plus the slave girl), and G'Kar's
taste for human women...  LOTS of room for interesting romantic
entanglements... ;)=

------------------------------
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Date: 30 Mar 94 08:03:31 GMT
From: danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5-loaded question

feline+@RI.CMU.EDU (Carol S Boshears) writes:
>but please give me a list of reasons you think this show is good.  

* Great storytelling and scriptwriting, far above usual TV fare
* Great characterization of realistic characters (for the most part)
* Great acting, for the most part (hey, opinions differ!)
* Great special effects (whoops, you didn't want us to mention that)
* Thought-provoking, non-trivial stories (for the most part)
* Beautiful cinematography
* Real "Science" in the science fiction
* No cute kids or cute robots, ever!

Shall I go on?  Obviously, episodes vary in quality - I thought "The War
Prayer" was horribly written and directed, while "And The Sky Full of
Stars" the next week had some of the best television I've ever seen.  Maybe
it's just not your kind of show.  Even on a major, major successful hit,
expect 20% of the audience not to like it.  So be it.

Dan Wood
danwood@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 12:34:52 GMT
From: mreed00@mik.uky.edu (matthew reed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5-loaded question

One of the reasons I like B-5 is the frequently mentioned fact that there
society is much more realistic that ST's "semi-perfect" one.  Also, if you
try to watch some of the original episodes of ST-TNG you will cringe!  They
were really bad.  But by the third season things were much better.  B-5 may
turn out the same way.  B-5's first season has been better than any of the
ST series first seasons.  Also, I gave up on DS9 after about the first two
episodes, and now that I'm watching again I'm sorry I gave up so easily.  I
don't want to make that mistake again.

Matthew Reed

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 14:31:26 GMT
From: marshall@exg106.rh.psu.edu (Marshall Maresca)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5-loaded question

Dan Wood (danwood@netcom.com) wrote:
>* Great storytelling and scriptwriting, far above usual TV fare

   Storytelling is good, but the actual scriptwriting is not "great" per
se... it still needs work.

> * Great acting, for the most part (hey, opinions differ!)

Some.  G'Kar and Londo are best, but Sinclair needs work still.

> * Great special effects (whoops, you didn't want us to mention that)

Very good for the budget they work with.

> * Beautiful cinematography

   Also, excellent lighting set-ups, without being TOO dark like the pilot
was.  Production values on the whole are good.

> * Real "Science" in the science fiction

   I've heard arguements against this claim, but I've personally never seen
any problems.

> * No cute kids or cute robots, ever!

   Ugh, true, thank God.  Well, normal children wouldn't be too bad.  I
don't think any DS9 fan can really complain about Jake Sisco too much.

Marsh

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 14:33:47 GMT
From: greg@bart.ies.msfc.nasa.gov (Greg Henderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5-loaded question

feline+@RI.CMU.EDU (Carol S Boshears) writes:
>   I see that there are a lot of B5 fans out there.  No flames please, but
>please give me a list of reasons you think this show is good.  

Well, the primary reason is the continuously evolving storyline, each
episode contributing to the whole.  This is possible because the whole
story was fairly well mapped out many years ago.  And not simply because
it's continuous, but so far, it's a very enthralling story. Now, I like to
watch DS9 and ST-TNG also, but ya' gotta admit that you could generally
rearrange their episodes randomly and get the same continuity (i.e. - none
at all).

>die hard sci-fi fans and have been for many years (have watched the B & C
>quality movies too), but none of us can get passed a short part of the
>show because we think the acting is atrocious.  I believe it has improved
>a bit since the first episode, but I actually find it very difficult to

 The acting is sometimes sub-par, but has been great at times ("The Soul
Hunter" and "And a Sky Full of Stars" immediately come to mind...)  But
compared to the first couple of seasons of ST-TNG, and the current DS9, I
believe their acting as a new ensemble compare pretty well.  It'll only get
better as the writers and actors get a better feel for their characters.

I wonder which episode(s) you have tried to watch... some were a bit
painful, but B5 is getting generally better every episode, and as I said,
some have absolutely sparkled.

Greg Henderson
Intergraph Corporation
Mailstop: NASA        
Huntsville, AL 35894-0001

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 15:04:06 GMT
From: shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com (Jim Shupe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Minbari & Humans

sys50@uts.amdahl.com (Steve Sarette) writes:
> The only problem I have with this theory is that Sinclair has stated that
> the Minbari are an honorable race.  Is this strategy honorable?  I
> suppose it depends on your definition of honor.

Well, Sinclair was altered in some way... they hid his memory of the events
on the cruiser.  Couldn't they also alter his memories of just how the
Minbari fight?  Better yet they could plant all sorts of post hypnotic
suggestions which would be triggered later... all sorts of neat things come
to mind.

Considering the year end episode is called Chrysalis (for those w/o a
dictionary or w/o the knowledge, this is the stage of a butterfly between
being a catapillar and a butterfly... or anything in a formative or
developemental stage) which indicates something or someone is going to make
a major change.

Could Sinclair be in for a metamophasis?

shupe@rchland

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 15:38:28 GMT
From: balak@hall104.its.rpi.edu (Karthik Virinchi Bala)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Unnatural Sinclair

 I have been watching B5, and I have to say it is probably one of the most
refreshing shows in SF which has been on for a long time.  So much in fact
that just thinking about the mysteries of the show has kept me preoccupied,
and helped in procrastinating for tests etc..
 Anyway, to the point - any good mystery writer lays out a ton of clues for
the reader as to what is going on/who the murderer is etc. long before the
ending.  Well I think there is one apparant clue that I have not seen
discussed yet - the characterization of Sinclair.
 It seems to me that all the characters aboard B5 are the most realistic
non-2d ones at that...except Sinclair.  He seems to be too "perfect".  His
eloquence in speaking reflects a very wise person, his brilliant "liar"
speech during Sky for example.  The guy is so profound, that it does not
seem realistic.  Some argue O'Hare's acting is poor, I believe otherwise.
I think the lines are written to be perfect, kind of making an unnatural
character.  Is Sinclair human??  Or human in the terms we know it,
apparently he doesn't know it...

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 16:00:05 GMT
From: quad3360@mach1.wlu.ca (Asif Quadri u)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: welcome to b5

I'd just like to say that B5 makes a fresh new addition to the world of
scifi tv.

When I first heard about b5, a space station by a wormhole, I said 'Isn't
that the same as DS9?' but, when I started watching it, it was miles better
then DS-crap! As a friend of mine said 'Babylon 5 is what DS9 should have
been'.

I never saw the pilot movie but with all the publicity the series got I
tuned in for the pilot episode of the series. Unfortunately, I found it to
be very stupid and boring, and a lot of people having watched the pilot
decided not to watch B5 again. Fortunately, I continued and the series
improved drastically in the next few stories. So why did they make the
pilot so stupid and drive away many of the viewers that were attracted by
the heightened publicity? Maybe if they started with the soul hunter it
would have went down better.

I love the idea about the Minbari ambassador having some secret identity
that is being hinted at in several episodes but not revealed. Isn't her
head the same as Alien Nation though?

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 16:10:42 GMT
From: etllnfr@bugs.ericsson.se (Lyndon Fletcher)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Quality of Actor's Performances

zecca@starfury.cgd.ucar.edu writes:
>>great deal of thought....  so why is the acting so wooden?
>
>1) Some of the actors do so to stay in character! (Ivanova may seem kind
>of stiff when she's on duty, but she's *supposed* to be that way.
>Off-duty, she loosens up a bit, as we have already seen.  Claudia
>Christian is doing a wonderful job.)

 I think her dialog (and indeed all the human's dialog) is extremely badly
thought out.  (NOTE: I'm about to quote some B5 dialog, do us ALL a favour
and don't waste our time analy correcting simple errors. Ta).

"I'm doing about a dozen things at once all of them annoying" 

 This looks good on paper but a person saying this tends to sound as if the
sentence is half finished. Now that may be deliberate but if it is then
it's misjudged. My problem with B5 tends to be deciding which is wrong the
dialog or the acting, the scene between Tania Winters and Ivanova in the
bar later was well done leading me to suspect that it's the dialog.

Later we have;

".... he has no chin and his deputy has many chins. In my opinion not a
good combination." (Followed by the "Picard Manouver" Nice touch!).

Again the dialog looks good on paper but is bad in practice. Ivanova plays
a cold workmanlike and logical bitch in public. Dialog like this about an
important topic (selecting the leader of the EA) clashes with the character
development we have seen so far. An answer better in keeping with the
character would be something like.

"He is strong in words but weak in action. In my opinion not a good
combination." Or better yet:-

"Frankly commander that is none of your business. I am surprised that you
would ask such a question!"

>2) For Michael O'Hare...I'm not sure if it's because he's playing the
>character correctly or if he just has a style that doesn't lend itself
>well to the conveyance of emotion.

He's playing it that way. The guy acts as if he's been lobotomized, any one
of the thousands of US TV bit part actors can do better than that. Either
he is way miscast or he is doing it deliberately, I think it's the latter.

Then again I could be wrong. Even characters who normally get good dialog
seem to get the ocassional blip. Example Garibaldi's run in with Londo:

Londo:       "Would you realy have killed me Mr Garibaldi?"
Garibaldi:   "Yes I would, (beat) but I'm glad I didn't have to. The
              paperwork is a pain in the butt."

I saw the same dialog in an episode of "The Professionals" nearly 20 years
ago what made it work then was that there had been a violent confrontation
just before this line. The person delivering the dialog had looked as if he
would HAVE to kill the other person. As a result the "yes I would" built up
a believable tension that was released by the "pain in butt" line. In B5
there was never any danger that Garibaldi would have to kill Londo, the
tension simply wasn't there. As a result the jokey line fell flat.

In the Pros there was an actual tense situation that suggested the dialog.
In B5 I suspect they thought the line was neat so they attempted to
manufacture a situation so they could use it.

 Comparing DS9 to B5 dialog and the believability of the human interactions
is the only place DS9 scores big. In every other department, stories, SFX,
human motivation B5 wins out, but when Bashir gets frustrated at O'Brien's
insistance that they have a racketball rematch I believe the dialog
completely. I have been there. I recognise the way the people react and can
believe that the dialog is spontaneous. Jeff Sinclair's baiting of G'Kar
sounds as genuine as a used car saleman. It simply feels wrong.

>>A Narn Human mix would certainly not be viable.
>
>Or to make it viable, you would have to do a lot of genetic engineering
>and manipulation...and the end result would have to have a basis more like
>one or the other of the species and not any sort of even blend.  G'Kar was
>looking for was the right set of genes to give a Narn Psi ability.  So, if
>human Psi genes would also activiate Psi ability in a Narn (questionable
>at best), splicing them in at the right point of the Narn fetus's DNA
>might do the trick...maybe.

 I always saw this as a decoy!!! If you remember the story G'Kar has hired
a Minbari assassin to kill Kosh. The assassin has a Changeling Net and so
can appear to be anyone. It's possible that G'Kar would need to meet the
assassin in public (in fact he DID) but meeting a Minbari would be noticed.

SOOOOOO he approaches the Psi and spins her a yarn about psi DNA and
mating, she is repulsed and would probably avoid him. This is embarrassing
to her so she is unlikely to mention it to anyone. The assassin (as Dell
Varna) approaches the psi and spends some time with her (remember what
Londo told Garibaldi). As a consequence he most likely knows her movements
so while the "real" psi is away somewhere the Minbari assassin can meet
with G'Kar openly using the changeling net to appear to be her (like he did
in the alien sector). It is so neat. If someone mentions seeing them
together G'Kar can say he is negotiating with the psi, if someone mentions
it to the psi I figure she won't want to discuss it because of the
embarrassment.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 16:19:59 GMT
From: pk115107@wvnvaxa.wvnet.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: There are two holes in your mind.

<IO21173@MAINE.MAINE.EDU> writes:
> "Sky full of Stars" seemed to imply that Sinclair was on Earth, rising
> through Earth Force's ranks, when the war started.  There really wouldn't
> be any reason for him to be on the Minbari home world when the war
> started.  Besides, we've already got a big enough mystery concerning what
> happened to him when the war ENDED!  We really don't need another one.

** SPOILERS CONCERNING EARTH/MINBARI WAR AHEAD **

In one of the recent Cinemafantastique issues, it was revealed that there
will be an upcoming first season episode concerning the start of the
Earth/Minbari War.  According to description of the episode, the war
started because the Earth Alliance destroyed a ship transporting the leader
of the Minbari Grey Council.  As far as I know, it had nothing to do with
Sinclair.

That's all for now.

Kevin Casto

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 17:07:38 GMT
From: Aylott@world.std.com (Chris M Aylott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Quality of Actor's Performances

Lyndon Fletcher (etllnfr@bugs.ericsson.se) wrote:
>".... he has no chin and his deputy has many chins. In my opinion not a
>good combination." (Followed by the "Picard Manouver" Nice touch!).
>
>Again the dialog looks good on paper but is bad in practice. Ivanova plays
>a cold workmanlike and logical bitch in public. Dialog like this about an
>important topic (selecting the leader of the EA) clashes with the
>character development we have seen so far. An answer better in keeping
>with the character would be something like:
>
>"He is strong in words but weak in action. In my opinion not a good
>combination." Or better yet:-
>
>"Frankly commander that is none of your business. I am surprised that you
>would ask such a question!"

Hate to break it to you, but I like the line in the script MUCH better than
your suggestions. I think you're missing an important facet of her
character here - Ivanova has the driest wit this side of the Mojave
Desert.

The "chins" image/comparison is vivid and specific, which your "strong on
words" example is not. It also carries a possibly very important
connotation of corruption in the Earth Alliance government.

As for the "none of your business" line, that's just plain rude. Our office
is quite busy, but I would never respond in that fashion to a boss who's
(as Sinclair is) making polite conversation about current events in a quiet
moment.

JMS has written some awkward sounding lines here and there (what seems to
go wrong is they just seem a little too long sometimes), but he's also a
lot better at dialogue writing than some critics give credit. That's an
example.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 00:07:23 GMT
From: markl@dvorak.amd.com (Mark Luedtke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sinclair as Ambassador

I must say I think the show is excellent; the highlight of the TV week.
The characters are intriguing, the special effects are very well done, and
the show has that internal consistency that adds realism...

Except why is a military officer, who should be a full time base commander,
also an ambassador?  The plots and intrigue would not lose a bit if the EA
actually placed a snake oil salesman, I mean politician, as ambassador.
The conflict between Sinclair and this person could inhance the
possibilities for the show as well as fixing the most glaring internal
consistency hole in the show.

Another question, what is Garibaldi's rank?

Mark Luedtke
markl@dvorak.amd.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA25224; Fri, 8 Apr 94 09:24:40 EDT
Date: Fri, 8 Apr 94 09:24:40 EDT
Message-Id: <9404081324.AA25224@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #247
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Fri, 8 Apr 94 09:24:40 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #247
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 8 Apr 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 247

Today's Topics:

	       Books - Asire & Banks & Brin & Cherryh & Cook
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Date: 3 Apr 94 01:36:35 GMT
From: nhendrix@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Nathan Hendrix)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Any Nancy Asire fans out there?

   Hello all. Just a newbie who's wondering if, well, there are any Nancy
Asire fans out there..:) I would like to know when book 3 is coming out
(hopefully the lag between books will be much shorter this time) and I'm
willing to discuss any and all topics. Sorry if I've violated any rules of
courtesy on the Net.

Nathan D. Hendrix

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 08:10:36 GMT
From: adw@hplb.hpl.hp.com (David Wells)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ian Banks

jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry) writes:
>mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage) writes:
>>The Culture Books are:
>
>>Consider Phlebas
>>Player of Games
>>The Use of Weapons
>
>>In addition, the British short story collection _The State of the Art_
>>contains some Culture material.
>
>Should they be read in a particular order?

It doesn't really matter. "Consider Phlebas" derives much of its impact
from gradually sketching in the nature of the Culture as seen from outside.
If one has read any of the other novels, this revelation will lose its
impact. On the other hand, many consider "Consider" to be the weakest of
the three, so would recommend "Player" or "Use" as a first read.

Personally, I think "Consider" is underrated. It has a rather loose
somewhat Shakespearean plot in which the main character is swept along
helplessly by his destiny (which seems likely from the first to be a tragic
one). The scenery he passes on the way is extremely impressive. The novel
also asks some interesting questions about cultural tolerance (to which
Banks refuses to offer pat answers).

"Player" and "Use" are much more tightly plotted by comparison, especially
the latter. Once again, however, the scenery is much in evidence and an
extremely plot-orientated reader might feel that the books could have been
edited down to a quarter of the length without undue sacrifice (I disagree,
but I can see the argument).

The non-culture stories in "The State of the Art" are the strongest -
particularly "Piece" and the first story (erm, "On the Road of Skulls"?).

So I'd suggest reading in the order listed above, but if you don't like
"Consider Phlebas", try skipping to "Use of Weapons".

Dave

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 23:24:20 GMT
From: terman@rossi.astro.nwu.edu (James Terman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review of GLORY SEASON by David Brin

Review of GLORY SEASON by David Brin

No doubt every struggling science fiction author dreams of establishing a
popular series that will cause their publisher to offer lucrative advance
after advance in hope of getting more stories. This fantasy must get ever
more appealing as the rejection notices pile up. However, I suspect the
reality of creating a popular series can grow to be more frustrating than
even a stack of rejection notices piled to the ceiling. At least when a
story has been rejected, one can start afresh on a brand new story. By
contrast, a successful series leads to clamor for story after story from
fans even if (1) there are no new stories to be done in this series, (2)
the author would like to try something new, (3) the author is getting
heartily sick of this series whatever the financial rewards, (1) and (2),
(2) and (3), (1) and (3), or (1), (2) and (3). Of course, we fans have no
sympathy with this attitude. We have paid good money for all the previous
books in the series and we want new ones! The sooner the better! And it
should be better than the previous one, or we'll say that he's lost it!

Even neglecting the author's artistic feelings (or pretensions as the case
may be), this attitude has many dangers. The least of these dangers is not
reading an excellent novel in a fit of pique because its not the latest
installment in a series that you have been breathlessly awaiting. Such is
certainly the case with David Brin, whose previous book, EARTH, was quite
neglected and unfairly criticized for no reason, I believe, other than it
was not an Uplift series book. It would be a shame if GLORY SEASON was not
read for similar reason as I believe this one of the best examples of
world-building in SF that I have read in awhile.

One reason that SF lends itself to series-building (and there are those who
heavily criticize this trend) is that one has to not only create characters
and a plot but also a whole world as well. If one wants to make this world
be realistic, three-dimensional and rich, one could easily spend more time
on world-building than writing the story itself. GLORY SEASON describes a
world that is such an excellent example of world-building that many an
author would be happy to build a whole series of books around it rather
than just one.

GLORY SEASON takes place on Stratos, a world settled as a radical
experiment in social and genetic engineering. The women have two ways to
reproduce. If they mate in the planet's winter (both techniques require
actual intercourse with a man), the child will be a clone of the mother.
Mating in the summer will produce an ordinary child with the usual mix of
genes from the mother and father. Such children are known as "vars" and
have a precarious position in the planet's society. Most of the planet's
social structure is made up of clone families of women who have established
a niche for themselves.  Obviously, such a society is very stable as each
clone line passes down from one genetic copy to the next. Since there is no
place for vars in a clone line, most vars are educated by their families
until they come of age and have to go out and find a place for themselves.
Only if they succeed in finding a place for themselves do they have any
hope to get rich enough to start their own clone line.  Most vars live
their life without succeeding dying childless (of either type). Only vars
act as any force for change and most vars are anxious to be founders of
their own clone families. Vars to a certain extent are an expendable safety
valve for Stratos. If times are good, than most vars will live on the
fringes of society. Only in a crisis, when flexibility is most needed, will
vars have a chance of establishing themselves.

Women are most interested in sex during the Winter while men are most
interested in sex during the summer. Obviously, they each have biological
reasons for behaving this way, but their interest in sex is also governed
by environmental clues that take place during the planet's seasons. One
Stratos years is about three to four Earth years. Since each sex is clued
to reproduce when it's in its genetic interest to do so (Men obviously
don't get anything out of trying to reproduce in the winter and women are
50% related to a summer child rather than 100% to a winter child), the
set-up on Stratos is inherently stable and has remained mostly unchanged
for several thousand years.

According to their own history, the society of Stratos was set up in
reaction to domination of women by men on Earth. On Stratos, the society is
dominated by female clone lines. Men live somewhat rootless lives as
sea-goers although each ship tends to have a group of women that they
return to during each gender's mating season. The subordination of men is
achieved by cultural conditioning and emphasized by the fact that men are
only aggressive as Earth men during the summer mating season. However, each
sex has an interest in being nice to each other. If men want to get laid
during the summer (when they want it as much as Earth men do), they better
do their duty in the winter (when they just as soon be bowling :-).

While most groups on Stratos follow the pattern mentioned above, there are
minority groups that follow alternate patterns. There are a few groups
where it is the clone children who leave and the var children who stay.
There is a larger (and more persistent) group, Perkenites who try to live
without men as much as possible. Every once in awhile, the Perkenite clans
use a drug that turns men randy year around so that they may produce only
clone children. This is an illegal abuse of a drug that was intended to be
used only when it was deemed that normal male aggression was necessary.

This did happen once early in the colony history when a ship of the Enemy
(which seems to be a mysterious opponent of the human race) happened upon
their planet. It was decided that male warriors were needed and the drug
was used. Afterwards, the men tried to establish themselves a greater role
in Stratos society which was eventually stamped out. The official history
is that this group of men, called the Kings, wanted to establish
Earth-style domination of women, although it is hinted that this might be
victor's history. In any event, it explains why the role of men in Stratos
society is as submissive as it is.

I have devoted a lot of space to the world of Stratos rather then
summarizing the plot because I feel that this is the most interesting part
of GLORY SEASON. Engineered societies have a long history in SF from
Heinlein's BEYOND THIS HORIZON to Le Guin's LEFT HAND OF DARKNESS. Most
seem to be shallow utopias to illustrate some point that is uppermost in
the author's mind.  Stratos, while obviously engineered, does function as
real three-dimensional society with real people, both good and bad, in it.
Stratos is better in some ways than Earth, worse in others. Whether you
would prefer to live in Stratos or on Earth would depend on your personal
tastes (and probably your gender!).

Equally as important, the biology of the people in Stratos was set up well
that I could not think of any loopholes in it. All obvious consequences of
such a change in human reproduction seemed to be explored in the story.
This is important, for if the world of Stratos does not make sense, the
story itself will be hard pressed to make sense itself.

The plot of GLORY SEASON is a coming of age story that centers around the
character of Maia. Maia is a var with an identical twin (a form of cloning
that happens both on Earth and Stratos). At the beginning of the story, she
leaves the clone family that raised and educated her (in a rather
institutional creche) to try to carve out her own niche in the world. For
Stratos this is pretty standard pattern that millions of vars before her
have followed. But Maia gets caught up, quite by happenstance, in the
greatest crisis her planet has had since they drove off the Enemy. A
representive from the Human Phylum (a term that indicates that Stratos is
only one of many genetic experiments to take place in human history), the
Outsider, has found Stratos. Renna (an unmodified man!) is part of a group
of explorers that is determined to bring together all the scattered human
populations in the Galaxy. In fact, he is the only forward scout for a load
of colonists already on their way.

Curiously, not much changes in the story. Maia changes a great deal which
is why I say the plot of GLORY SEASON is a coming of age story. Stratos,
however, changes little. It is certainly clear the planet will have to
change a great deal in the future, but by the end of the story Stratos
still has not gotten over its cultural shock enough to know what to do. The
end of the story is definitely left open for a sequel, and it would
certainly be tempting for Brin to come back to world he has so richly
constructed.

The world of Stratos is not some feminist utopia (or distopia that would
please Rush Limbaugh). Although, the perkenites would certainly like to
make it a world that Andrea Dworkin would consider paradise, the people in
it are not ideological straw figures to be knocked down or lauded as the
case may be.  They are human beings who have culturally adjusted to a
different way of reproducing. Feminist issues are certainly discussed, but
if there is a hidden agenda in GLORY SEASON, the only one that I could find
was the rather obvious idea that men and women do need each other, no
matter how much they might try to deny it.

GLORY SEASON is an excellent book, and the best non-Uplift series book Brin
has written in quite awhile. I heartily recommend it for all Brin fans,
even those who were disappointed with EARTH. And for those of you still
unmollified that GLORY SEASON is not an Uplift series book, Brin has stated
several times (once to me at an autograph session), that he intends to
write one Uplift book after every two non-Uplift books. I think he loves
the Uplift series as much as any of his fans but is afraid that if he just
cranks out book after book he could grow stale. I find it hard to disagree
with such a strategy even if it does mean that I only get an Uplift book
every 9 years. So the good news is that Brin's next book is definitely an
Uplift book, tentatively titled BRIGHTNESS REEF. It is rumored to pick up
the story of the crew of the Streaker from STARTIDE RISING. And it cannot
come into the bookstores soon enough for me!

As a sort of postscript to this review, I would like to mention that there
is a 10th Anniversary edition of STARTIDE RISING out. The foreword mentions
that this is a revised version although I was very hard pressed to find any
differences (STARTIDE RISING is one of my favorite books and I have reread
it several times). However, I think any excuse to reread STARTIDE RISING is
a good one, and I recommend it to any Uplift series fan.

Author:     Brin David
Title:      Glory Season
Publisher:  Bantam
City:       New York, NY
Date:       June, 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-07645-0
Pages:      564 pp.
Comments:   Hardback, US $22.95, Can $27.95
Comments:   Paperback, US $5.99, Can $6.99

Author:     Brin David
Title:      Startide Rising, 10th Anniversary Edition
Publisher:  Bantam
City:       New York, NY
Date:       September, 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-27418-X
Pages:      460 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US $5.99, Can $6.99
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Date: 30 Mar 94 19:30:18 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: C.J. Cherryh, _Chanur's Legacy_

I _finally_ got around to reading this last night.  I haven't quite decided
what I think of Hilfy, but the words "provincial", "naive" and "idiot"
spring to mind.  I mean, she's not bad by the end of the book, but for all
the intelligent help and hammering her friends and relatives provide, I
keep thinking she ought to be just a whole lot brighter than she is.  This
is probably Cherryh's intent - the kind of acculturation Hilfy's been
through is not removed in a day or a year.

Nice, spiffy adventure - some laugh out loud bits, tho, which seems strange
to me.  Nice, but strange.  Poor Hallan tried so hard, and the mistakes he
makes are not too bad (and often times pretty minor) compared to some of
Hilfy's screw-ups, but all he gets is a lot of grief.  When things finally
start to go right for him, he feels uncomfortable - blindingly happy, but
very confused.  Sounds about right to me.

The ongoing theme about Pyanfar's mail, the adoption of Pride's ops manual,
and the dream sequences were a neat way to delineate a character through
her absence - not too different from the way Miles Vorkosigan's absence has
a life of its own in _Mirror Dance_.  This is a neat trick, and Cherryh
pulls it off with style.

The claustrophobia I'm used to feeling when I read Cherryh, however, did
not descend upon me when reading this novel.  When it started to, when
Hilfy was spinning on a problem, I usually got so annoyed with all the
wrong assumptions she was making, that it just never really gelled - I'm
not sure it was supposed to.  But it was odd, because I am *so* accustomed
to pulling myself psychically out of a Cherryh universe with a generally
hunted feeling of paranoia that can last for days.

I was downright _cheerful_ when I finished _Chanur's Legacy_.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 23:49:43 GMT
From: cargo@cray.com (David S. Cargo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook's Black Company

dhauser@phoenix.cs.uga.edu (Clint Hauser) writes:
>Does anyone know if and when _Glittering Stone_, the third book in the
>South series of the Black Company books by Glen Cook is due out?

I spoke to Glen Friday at Minicon in Minneapolis.  I mentioned the interest
on the network in "the third book of the South."  He kind of drawled an
answer.  He's working on a Garrett book now, which he expects of have done
by the summer.  He said that he thought he would have the third book of the
South done "by the end of the year."

If things haven't changed for him, he first finishes books that he has
contracts in hand for.  The Black Company books were written and then
shopped around (at least the later ones).

He clearly knows that people are waiting for the last book.  He told me
that five other people asked him about already (early Friday afternoon at a
convention that opens early Friday afternoon).  I did buy a bunch of books
from him to thank him for his time.

David S. Cargo

------------------------------
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Date: 5 Apr 94 01:07:35 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Cherryh, Wave Without a Shore

I got around to rereading this last week, first time in years.  It was, for
a while, my favorite Cherryh novel, although I realize a lot of Cherryh
fans can't manage to get through it at all, and most of the ones who do
seem to really dislike it.

It does, as someone noted earlier, read a lot like an M.A. Foster novel.

Some of the physical details in the novels, while sketchily outlined, are
very compelling because of the philosophical context in which they are
placed, because of the impact we are "told" they have on the characters.
The pin is a good example of this, the days when Law wears or will not or
can not wear the pin and why.  We are told a lot about the pin, but the pin
is used to show how the society enforces its underlying worldview through
etiquette and manners (including dress, as well as other behavior), rather
than through law, or moral code, or any other mechanism.  The time Law
inadvertantly glances up at the night sky and drowns in the sea of stars,
and he notes that he rarely if ever looks up.  We are "told" rather than
"shown" in some sense, but the net effect, I think, is showing.  We may be
told what the characters are thinking, their chains of logic, the whys and
wherefores, but the human emotion underlying a lot of it is never
mentioned, has no place in the worldview prevalent on Freedom, and it is
this that is the point, this is what is shown, and I still believe that
Cherryh does this with style and flair.

A couple sort of miscellaneous comments on the novel, since I don't really
feel up to the effort of explaining how I feel they fit with the above
paragraph, although I strongly believe they do.  The parent's denial of,
ostracism of, failure to see (literally) their son is a succinct and
effective depiction of something more typically associated with certain
fundamentalist groups.  Cherryh's given us a society of fundamentalist
solipsistic-atheists (duh category of comment, I know).  There are at least
two categories of ways out of fundamentalist systems: failure, and
transcendence.  Cherryh offers us a system that's been rigid enough for
long enough it's got an entire functioning social class of the former (the
invisibles).  The novel's got a group of people trying to set up all the
necessary preconditions for the latter to occur (the ahnit).  The novel
itself revolves around how Herrin Law, quintessential product of his
society, perfect pick for the touch of God, Reality or Other (choose one),
is triggered into the transcendent solution by one person who *least* wants
the change to occur.  And the trigger is by slamming the last bar down on
the door to any deviation within the Rules.  It is so neat, in every sense
of the word.

Excellent stuff.  Very mystical.  I still like it a lot, although I'll
stick by my characterization of it as more successful a philosophical
experiment than a fictional work.

I hope someone gets around to giving it another shot.  I really think it's
worth some thought, although it may be an unusual taste.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 18:26:48 GMT
From: adamo@ll.mit.edu (Chris Adamo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Rama Revealed" opinion

I just finished "Rama Revealed" by Clarke and Lee and I thought it was by
far the best of the Rama sequels.

For those of you who may not know, "Rendezvous With Rama" was written by
Arthur C. Clarke (about 20 years ago?). Then Clarke collaborated with
Gentry Lee a few years ago to write 3 sequels: "Rama II", "Garden of Rama",
and "Rama Revealed".

I thought the second and third books strayed too far from Clarke's usual
style (perhaps too much Lee influence) and I didn't enjoy them that much.
"Rama Revealed", however, focuses more on the technological wonders of the
Ramans, the incredible symbiosis in the octospider society, and even gets
into some interesting thoughts on theology and the universe.

I think this is a must read for Rama fans.

Has anyone else read "Rama Revealed"?  I'd be like to hear some other
impressions.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 00:46:36 GMT
From: Bob_Hearn@qm.claris.com (Robert Hearn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Rama Revealed" opinion

adamo@ll.mit.edu (Chris Adamo) wrote:
> I just finished "Rama Revealed" by Clarke and Lee and I thought it was by
> far the best of the Rama sequels.

Perhaps, except for the ending, which made me feel very cheated.  There
should have been *some* point to wading through all of that, but no.
 
> I thought the second and third books strayed too far from Clarke's usual
> style (perhaps too much Lee influence) and I didn't enjoy them that much.

My impression was that they were all written primarily by Lee.

> "Rama Revealed", however, focuses more on the technological wonders of
> the Ramans, the incredible symbiosis in the octospider society,

Yeah, that's the good part.

> and even gets into some interesting thoughts on theology and the
> universe.

That's the rip-off.  What are the Ramans?  Oh, God put them there!  How
nice.  And I thought I was reading SF!  (Sorry if I spoiled it for anyone,
but it's spoiled already.)
 
> I think this is a must read for Rama fans.

I read it because I'd already invested the time to read the first two,
which I read because the original was so good.  It was all a mistake.  If
you've read the original, don't tarnish your impression of it by reading
any of the sequels.

Bob Hearn
Spartacus Software
hearn@claris.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 03:53:40 GMT
From: mpool2@atl.com (Mary Pool)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gap into Conflict: in pb?

I am a BIG Donaldson fan, I got started in science fiction/fantasy reading
his books. I own every one of his books in hardcover because I enjoy his
work so much.  I have read the first two books in this series and they are
very different from his other work.  I am not enjoying the series very
much, it is too violent and depressing for my taste.

Mary Pool
mpool2@atl.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 22:33:40 GMT
From: JDUDLEY@ksuvxa.kent.edu (Joe Dudley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: William Gibson

Has anyone read William Gibson's newest novel, _Virtual Light_?  It doesn't
seem to measure up to his earlier books, even though the scenery has a nice
postmodern/cyberpunk flavor.  I think this is because the novel originally
grew out of a short story ("Skinner's Room"), and it seems to me that
novels which start out this way usually have a good supply of weak spots
(although Gibson is good enough to cover them well...they weren't glaringly
obvious while I was reading the book, only after I finished and thought
about it for a while.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 09:00:11 GMT
From: jgreen@harp.aix.calpoly.edu (Innocent Bystander)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

One Harrison Book I have which I've never heard anyone mention on the net
is called "The Man From P.I.G.*"

* Porcine Interstellar Guard

In it, Bron Wuber, who has a degree in animal husbandry, a doctorate in
galactic politics, and a black belt in judo takes his squad of pigs
including Queeny, a 800 pound Portland China, Moe the Mutant Pig (1000
pounds and IQ about 80) and a few other swine to the planet Trowbre and
battle the "Plateau Ghosts."

Is it me, or does Harrison have a thing for pigs in his books?

James T. Green
jgreen@oboe.calpoly.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 23:51:20 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Book Review - Tigana

Peter Cash <cash@convex.com> wrote:
>Chad C. D'Amour Orzel <oilcan@wam.umd.edu> wrote:
>>My opinion was that _A Song for Arbonne_ had basically smoothed the rough
>>edges off of the style used in _Tigana._ The book seemed, at least to me,
>>to be a bit more structured, and less haphazard in spots (there are a few
>>events in _Tigana_ that seem to me to just be thrown in, for no clear
>>reason...).
>
>Yes, it was smoother and more structured but, it was also less inventive,
>less creative.

I would have to agree with this, to a large extent. It definitely wasn't as
fresh as _Tigana._ I was more impressed with the originality of the plot in
_Tigana_; I was more impressed with Kay's control over the story in ASfA.

>"Abstracted" is also right on the money - this is a "cooler" book in terms
>of emotional coloration than TIGANA. I suspect that this coolness and the
>distance between the reader and the characters that you noted, results
>from the author's lack of involvement with SONG; at least in my case, it
>followed that the reader was also less involved.

True. It wasn't as involving a book as _Tigana_, largely because it's not
as easy to "connect" with the characters. Part of this also has to do with
the difference in the viewpoint characters used in the two books - Blaise
of Gorhaut isn't as emotional a person as Devin from Tigana.

>For me, the problem wasn't that the villains were too nice; it was that
>they weren't _real_ enough. The bad guys in SONG for ARBONNE seem to be
>cardboard cutout run-of-the-mill politically incorrect misogynists.  And
>indeed, misogyny seems to pretty much exhaust their repertoire of
>motivations.

Well, Blaise's father went a bit deeper than simple misogyny, and he's the
true villain of the piece. The King of Gorhaut, I'll grant, was pretty much
a cardboard cut-out...

This (and also the "emotional distance" thing) is largely a result of the
_type_ of story Kay is telling in each case, and the type of story in turn
is dependent upon the people involved. The people of Arbonne are a much
more structured sort of people than the people of the Palm in _Tigana._
(Which ties in with the historical character of the places upon which the
books are based, IMHO, but I'll refrain from making historical comments
lest Craig Levin start flaming me again...). Everything is much more
ritualized; the romances tend to follow the forms of "courtly love" that
were drilled into my head when I studied medieval literature freshman year
- - there's a whole lot of peotry, and noble virtue, and pining for one's
true love, but not much actual sex.

Contrast this to the people of Tigana, who are much more direct about the
whole business. The contrast in styles of the two books follows much the
same lines - _Tigana_ is very direct, straight to the point, and it has a
much higher emotional content. _A Song for Arbonne_ is more distant, more
artful, and poetic, but the emotional impact is made less by being directed
through rigidly defined stylistic channels.

This is, of course, reading _way_ too much into the books, but it's a
workable explanation...

>>I can't see saying "nothing much happens" or any lack of tragedy and/ or
>>conflict in the book, though. YMMV.
>
>Sure, things "happen" - there's plot action. But what tragedy is there in
>SONG for ARBONNE? Is there anything that remotely compares to Dianora's
>fate in TIGANA?

I can count on the fingers of one hand the scenes in SF literature which
compare favorably to Dianora's fate in _Tigana_ (using SF in the broader,
if controversial sense of including fantasy...). If I include "mainstream"
books, I might have to use both hands.

Beyond that, it depends on the definition of "tragedy" one chooses to use.
What happens to Blaise's family at the end of the book would count as
"tragic" in many cases...

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 00:40:05 GMT
From: hawk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Robyn Goldstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Any Janet Morris Fans ?

Alan Deikman <aland@netcom.com> wrote:
>Is there anyone who has information on Janet Morris, what she is doing
>these days?  I have read the Dream Dancer and Silistra series, and have
>wondered why they are out of print when they are better than a lot of crud
>that gets printed these days.

Hi, I'm also a fan of Janet Morris!  I'm not exactly sure what she's doing
these days.  I think (but I'm not positive) that she's been contributing
short stories to C.J. Cherryh's Morovain Night(sp?) shared world.  I
haven't been able to read that for a while, but when I stopped, it was a
pretty good series.  It starts off with _Angel with a Sword_ which is just
by Cherryh, and then goes into the shared universe.  If she's not doing
that (and even if she is), you should check out the work she did in the
_Thieves' World_ shared world.  These books were edited by Robert Asprin
and Lynn Abbey, and they were great!  Janet Morris has also done some
full-length novels dealing with _Thieves' World_.  The only one I can
remember at the moment is _Beyond Wizardwall_, but these books aren't too
hard to find.

I'm not sure if I can totally answer why they're out of print, but I do
remember reading a few years ago something with Janet Morris and she was
saying that when she first put out the Silistra series, she was told (by
booksellers, etc., not her publishers) that the story was filth and should
not be sold.  There might have been enough booksellers that didn't want to
carry her books, that it wasn't worth keeping it in print.  If her Dream
Dancer series (I've never read that one) is anything like her Silistra
series, I wouldn't be surprised if it's the same thing as I said above.
Plus, having read a lot of Morris, she does tend to get really deeply into
whatever she's doing.  Maybe her books were too "deep" (I think this
explains what I mean) for the average SF/Fantasy reader, and they didn't
sell too well.  If that happened, the publishers aren't going to bother
reprinting the books.

Hope this helps!

hawk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 17:28:02 GMT
From: bobm@ingres.com (Bob McQueer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tim Powers; what's he doing next?

bljones@denitqm.ecte.uswc.uswest.com (Brent L. Jones) writes:
> Don't try TOO hard to find all of his stuff, as most of the early stuff
> is, in my opinion, well, ...really bad. If you read from Anubis Gates on,
> you'll have read the stuff worth reading. Epitaph in Rust, Forsake the
> Sky, and The Drawing of the Dark all rank in my mind as some of the worst
> early fiction by a later big name I've ever read. Not entirely his fault
> - much of it was butchered by the publisher (Laser books, or some such -
> a short-lived subsidiary of Harlequin Press, the schlock romance folks).

This seems to be the consensus for _Epitaph in Rust_, and _Forsake the
Sky_.  I haven't read them.  But I thought _The Drawing of the Dark_
enjoyable.  Not as good as _The Anubis Gates_ or _On Stranger Tides_, IMO,
but worth reading.  Somebody on this group once nominated TDotD for the
most misleading title of all time, and they had a point ...

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 18:14:08 GMT
From: gacohen@seas.gwu.edu (Geoff A. Cohen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Lovedeath_ (was Re: Dan Simmons)

<sumbera@utxvms.cc.utexas.edu> wrote:
>bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu (David Wren-Hardin) writes:
>> So, is Children of the Night just weaker than his other horror? Has
>> anyone else noticed a difference?
>
>I think so.  I've read all of Simmons' book length fiction (except
>_Lovedeath_) and have found his horror to be steadily decreasing in
>quality since _Carrion Comfort_.  ...

Well, then you've read all of Simmons' book length fiction, as _Lovedeath_
is a collection.  It contains five novellae: one clear horror, one clear
science fiction, and three slighly harder to classify.

"Entropy's Bed at Midnight" is a clever short mood piece.  It almost seems
to be a submission to a writing class, though, as an exercise in creating
anxiety in the reader.  Doesn't really go anywhere, but is written well.

"Teeth Women" (um, not quite the right title, I don't have the book with
me) is funny, and perhaps my favorite story.  It's Simmons doing Native
American myth, and he does a good job.  Oddly similar to "Hillbetties", a
short from F&SF a couple months past.  You'll see.

The sole sci-fi piece is a bit of cyberpunk mixed with "In the Line of
Fire", and although he takes it in a couple of directions I didn't expect,
ultimately I wasn't satisfied.  Worth the price of admission perhaps, but
somehow Simmons seems to be copying early '80s Gibson, and doesn't have
much to say.  The Japan-dominates-America story is old.  Damn if I can
remember the title.

There's a Vietnam-related story; "Entropy's Bed" contains a lot of VN
references as well, and the WWI story is similar in many ways to typical VN
war stories.  So there's sort of a motif here.  However, the VN story just
didn't do anything for me.

The final story, a World War I poetry anthology in many ways, is the most
emotionally satisfying, fleshed out, and best written, although like many
war stories, a little difficult to read (for some, at least).  It's very
reminiscent of "All Quiet on the Western Front", and a good education in
WWI poetry.

The bottom line is that the book's probably worth it for completists, fans,
and those with a bundle of cash; others can wait until paperback.

Geoff Cohen

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 20 Mar 94 20:37:29 GMT
From: dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu (David Empey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: "Down In Flames" won't happen

I've been reading this thread with more and more confusion as time goes on.
I've been trying to figure out what "Down in Flames" is from the context,
but with little success.  Will someone please tell me what "Down in Flames"
is?

Dave Empey

------------------------------

Date: 20 Mar 94 22:05:58 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: "Down In Flames" won't happen

David Empey <dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu> wrote:
>I've been reading this thread with more and more confusion as time goes
>on.  I've been trying to figure out what "Down in Flames" is from the
>context, but with little success.  Will someone please tell me what "Down
>in Flames" is?

Basically, it started out as a suggestion from another sf auther (Norman
Spinrad is the name that comes to mind, but I'm not even mildly confident
that's right...)

Anyway, the suggestion was that Larry should write a story that destroyed
his Known Space universe, exploiting inconsistencies between stories.  An
outline of what he came up with, along with full details of the idea's
genesis, can be found in _N-Space_.  I believe there's also a copy floating
around the net somewhere, but I couldn't tell you where it might be found.

If you're at all a fan of Niven's Known Space stories, you owe it to
yourself to find this and read it.  It's kind of like the Illuminati meets
Known Space, if you know what I fnord mean.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 14:18:08 GMT
From: mannikko@tarzan.math.jyu.fi (Timo Mannikko)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Niven: Down in Flames, two versions

Since there has been recently some discussion about _Down in Flames_ by
Larry Niven, I just wanted to note that there is in fact two different
versions of this "Outline for an Unwritten Epic Novel".

The older one is published in _N-space_.  It was written in 1968 (I
believe), that is, before the publication of _Ringworld_ and _Protector_,
and therefore is badly outdated.

The newer version is written in 1977, and it is consistent with all the
Known Space stories up to that time (or the parts which are not so
consistent are mentioned there).  This version floats somewhere in the net
(don't remember where), and is not, to my knowledge, published anywhere.

I have one guestion, though; if anyone knows the answer, I'd be happy to
hear that: Why on Earth/Jinx/Wunderland/etc. (pick your choice) did they
publish the *older* version in _N-space_?

Timo Mannikko
mannikko@math.jyu.fi

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 18:57:22 GMT
From: agae@elm.lle.rochester.edu (Andres C. Gaeris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: NIVEN: Stasis fields and the explosion of the Galactic core

   I almost finished reading _Crashlander_ and something has been buggering
me, specially after following the "Down in Flames" thread:

Why do not use stasis fields to protect a world/system of the effects of
explosion of the Galactic Core?

A closed electrically conducting envelope is required for the formation of
a stasis field.  The Earth's magnetosphere could be used to protect the
Earth; Sun's magnetosphere and solar wind could protect the entire Solar
System.  The same could apply to other worlds/systems in Known Space.  If
the surrounding plasma is not dense enough you could seed it with the
atmosphere of your local gas giant.

Andres C. Gaeris
agae@lle.rochester.edu
agrs@troi.cc.rochester.edu
gaeris@me.rochester.edu   

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 23:07:09 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: "Down In Flames" won't happen

Josh Kaderlan <JEK133@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>I had a hard time following the logic in the passage you quoted.  Could
>you explain it?  And for anyone who's read *Crashlander*...  (SPOILERS
>follow)
>
>In Crashlander, Bey says that the Fleet of Worlds is traveling at
>relativistic speeds, and that anything traveling at those speeds is going
>to be bombarded by a whole heap of gamma rays.  Obviously, he continues,
>if they can shield their worlds from that kind of radiation, they can do
>so for the radiation from the Core explosion.  He then goes on to say that
>the puppeteers are just running away so they can later reclaim all of
>Known Space, when everyone else is gone.  So here's my question: Just what
>the hell are the puppeteers running away from?  Tnuctipun?  :)

You didn't read the mid-end closely enough; Bey and the agent between them
*clearly* reason out right after that that the puppeteers are fleeing
*towards* the Core, *because* it's going to be sterilized and no-one else
will be there.  They're fleeing *us* (and the <shudder> Kzinti and the
Grogs and the Trinocs and...). Remember that *any* puppeteer who's had
contact with aliens is considered insane...

Furthermore, I'm not sure they won't have a surprise waiting for them
there; if the puppeteers can develop a radiation shield, I'd expect the
Protectors could too, and I'm not at all sure the puppeteers *know* about
the Protector-stage of humanity (the Hindmost encountered them on Ringworld
but, I totally misremember what its reaction was to them...)...

Dave DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 23:56:08 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: "Down In Flames" won't happen

dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney) writes:
>I'd expect the Protectors could [develop a radiation shield] too

But the Pak don't use FTL, so they're limited to speed-of-light.  And since
the Pak world is near the core, odds are it's gone already.

Remember what Phssthpok was able to get protective about: the future of the
spiecies and that required getting out of the core.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 03:04:06 GMT
From: JEK133@psuvm.psu.edu (Josh Kaderlan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: "Down In Flames" won't happen

dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney) says:
>You didn't read the mid-end closely enough; Bey and the agent between them
>*clearly* reason out right after that that the puppeteers are fleeing
>*towards* the Core, *because* it's going to be sterilized and no-one else
>will be there.  They're fleeing *us* (and the <shudder> Kzinti and the
>Grogs and the Trinocs and...). Remember that *any* puppeteer who's had
>contact with aliens is considered insane...

I re-read that part of the book, and Bey says clearly that that's just his
guess.  So what do y'all think?  It doesn't make a lot of sense to me,
because the puppeteers are (after the Outsiders) the consummate
businessmen^H^Hwomen^H^ H^H^Hthings of Known Space.  Why would they throw
away their market like that?

>Furthermore, I'm not sure they won't have a surprise waiting for them
>there; if the puppeteers can develop a radiation shield, I'd expect the
>Protectors could too, and I'm not at all sure the puppeteers *know* about
>the Protector-stage of humanity (the Hindmost encountered them on
>Ringworld but, I totally misremember what its reaction was to them...)...

*That* would be fight I'd want to stay the hell away from.  The engineering
might of the puppeteers vs. the supergenius of the Pak protectors.  Add
tnuctipun to taste, and let boil for a few hundred years...

Josh

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 04:43:13 GMT
From: matt@physics2.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: "Down In Flames" won't happen

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
> But the Pak don't use FTL, so they're limited to speed-of-light.  And
> since the Pak world is near the core, odds are it's gone already.

Oh, the Pak home world must have been vaporized.  But that certainly
doesn't mean that all of the Pak, or any of them for that matter, were
killed by the core explosion.  The ending of Protector, in fact, would
rather indicate otherwise.

Matthew Austern
matt@physics.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 17:17:16 GMT
From: smiley@maharet.im.hou.compaq.com (Colin Smiley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NIVEN: Stasis fields and the explosion of the Galactic core

agae@elm.lle.rochester.edu (Andres C. Gaeris) writes:
>I almost finished reading _Crashlander_ and something has been buggering
>me, specially after following the "Down in Flames" thread:
>
>Why do not use stasis fields to protect a world/system of the effects of
>explosion of the Galactic Core?

Who is going to turn it off after the explosion rolls by?  Puppeteers?
Pak? Outsiders? Tnuctipun? Starseeds? :-)

Besides, what about all of the stasis fields inside your mega-stasis field?
Niven stated in an earlier novel (_World of Ptavvs_) that a stasis field
collapses when put inside another stasis field.  This means that everyone
is going to see that machete that the Brennan-Monster put through the Sea
Statue... :-) Hmm...No variable swords would work. Just a bunch of people
with Sinclair Molecule Chain whips.  Of course, they won't see anything for
very long, since time slows to about 1sec/billion years inside a stasis
field.

Just musing...

Colin Smiley
Compaq Computer Corporation
Houston, Texas 77269-2000
smiley@compaq.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 21:17:06 GMT
From: byler@sphinx.phys.virginia.edu (Chris Byler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NIVEN: Stasis fields and the explosion of the Galactic core

Andres C. Gaeris (agae@elm.lle.rochester.edu) wrote:
>Why do not use stasis fields to protect a world/system of the effects of
>explosion of the Galactic Core?
>
>A closed electrically conducting envelope is required for the formation of
>a stasis field.  The Earth's magnetosphere could be used to protect the
>Earth; Sun's magnetosphere and solar wind could protect the entire Solar
>System.  The same could apply to other worlds/systems in Known Space.  If
>the surrounding plasma is not dense enough you could seed it with the
>atmosphere of your local gas giant.

Hmmm... one objection. Remember what happened to Kzanol in _World of
Ptavvs_?  (twice, actually) There was nobody around to get him back out of
the stasis field.  That also assumes that the equipment needed to set up
the field itself could be built and a power source for it could be found -
I don't know much (read anything) about the technical requirements of
stasis fields. Also I think you raised the main point when you mentioned a
closed electrically conducting envelope: Where do you propose to get one?
Plasma at interplanetary densities is effectively an insulator, not a
conductor.  (At least, it insulates a damn sight better than most, if not
all, solids, liquids, and gases at 1 atm.) It's basically just vacuum, and
vacuum doesn't conduct.

Sounded like a cool idea though...
Of course, humans aren't puppeteers. They can leave by hyperdrive.  The
Outsiders and the starseeds have had it, though.

Chris

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 23:43:27 GMT
From: kludge@u.washington.edu (Somebody)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NIVEN: Stasis fields and the explosion of the Galactic core

smiley@maharet.im.hou.compaq.com (Colin Smiley) writes:
>Besides, what about all of the stasis fields inside your mega-stasis
>field?  Niven stated in an earlier novel (_World of Ptavvs_) that a stasis
>field collapses when put inside another stasis field.  This means that
>everyone is going to see that machete that the Brennan-Monster put through
>the Sea Statue... :-) Hmm...No variable swords would work. Just a bunch of
>people with Sinclair Molecule Chain whips.  Of course, they won't see
>anything for very long, since time slows to about 1sec/billion years
>inside a stasis field.

Why would you even need to surround the system?  Just put a big disc shaped
(or any shape you want) field between you and the core.  Of course, you
might want to put a few more around your star system as well just to be
safe.  The GP hulls can protect you just fine between systems.  The only
problem is, you have to sit around for a long time and wait for everything
to cool down - that would make the whole-system field appealing.  And at
1sec/billion years, I doubt they'd have any problem with the fields inside
it :) It would only need to last a few milliseconds at most.

Of course, the question is, what would happen if you surrounded the entire
GALAXY with a field and just left it on?  Or just the core, around the
explosion?  What if you just fly there with a Q1 or Q2, erect a big disc
shaped stasis field in front of the radiation, and just let it sit there
acting as a really big mirror?  :) 

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 22:33:39 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NIVEN: Stasis fields and the explosion of the Galactic core

>>A closed electrically conducting envelope is required for the formation
>>of a stasis field.  The Earth's magnetosphere could be used to protect
>>the Earth; Sun's magnetosphere and solar wind could protect the entire
>>Solar System.  [...]
>
>Yes, but how would you get back out?

Simple.  Leave the controlling mechanism outside the field.  Shield as
necessary.  Or leave someone outside in a General Products hull.

You begin to see the problem with the galactic core explosion being a
threat: they've already got plausible ways of dealing with it, and 20,000
years to think of better ones.

Personally, I think the best explanation for the Puppeteer migration is
that it never happened.  Puppeteers are *cowards*.  Would they subject
their home planet to the induced radiation travelling at relativistic
speeds would cause?  Surely they realize (from the Ringworld if nothing
else) that there are means for dealing with the explosion besides turning
tail and running?

Even better: what better way of hiding the Puppeteer homeworld than to make
everyone think it was gone?

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 19:19:05 GMT
From: Bob_Hearn@qm.claris.com (Robert Hearn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: "Down In Flames" won't happen

>In Crashlander, Bey says that the Fleet of Worlds is traveling at
>relativistic speeds, and that anything traveling at those speeds is going
>to be bombarded by a whole heap of gamma rays.  Obviously, he continues,
>if they can shield their worlds from that kind of radiation, they can do
>so for the radiation from the Core explosion.  He then goes on to say that
>the puppeteers are just running away so they can later reclaim all of
>Known Space, when everyone else is gone.

This didn't work for me at all.  What gamma rays?  .8c is really not very
fast, in terms of turning infalling starlight into gamma rays.  Totally
insignificant.  Even at .99c, they'd have a lot more problem with
relativistic dust than with gamma rays.  And clearly the amount of light
coming from the direction they're traveling is many orders of magnitude
smaller than the light from the whole core going supernova at once.  So
there's absolutely no evidence than the puppeteers could survive the core
explosion.

When Beowulf suggested it, first I thought, "What nonsense!  Niven knows
better than that."  Then I thought, "yeah, and so does Shaeffer, but maybe
Ander doesn't, and Shaeffer just wants to give him something to think about
besides him."  But no, apparently both Niven and Shaeffer were serious.
Bleah.

At least he found some creative ways to make up for the tide problem in
_Neutron_Star_.

Bob Hearn
Spartacus Software
hearn@claris.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 05:59:50 GMT
From: txr@rieska.oulu.fi (Tapio Erola)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Soft weapon

I keep hearing here references to so called "Soft Weapon" in Larry Niven's
known space. What is that thing exactly, what effects, limits???  Inquiring
minds want to know....  Thanks in advance.

Tapio Erola				
Univ. of Oulu
Dept. of Chemistry. 	
txr@rieska.oulu.fi			        

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 16:00:49 GMT
From: browc@ils.unc.edu (Carlton Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Soft Weapon

"The Soft Weapon" is one of LN's entertaining 'puzzle' stories. Telling you
all about the weapon itself is a *major* spoiler. If you can't get your
hands on a copy of _Tales of Known Space_ (where the story appears),
Re-post or eMail me directly and I'll tell you about it. 

WCB
browc@ruby.ils.unc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 18:26:48 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Problem with Niven's "Down in Flames" outline?

Unless I'm missing something, there's a problem with Niven's outline for
"Down in Flames"

SPOILERS follow:

In both the early version that appears in _N-Space_, as well as the updated
version on gandalf, there is a key element: Larry Greenberg must recognize
a Kzin as a Tnuctip.

How does he do this?  Presumably, from the memories he got from Kzanol.
But (according to the DiF chronology) Kzanol is of Tnuctip manufacture,
including his memories.  Why would the Tnuctip give Kzanol memories of what
they *really* look like?

The Tnuctip want to create the deception that they have been gone from
Known Space for billions of years.  If anyone made the Kzin == Tnuctip
connection, that deception falls flat.  Surely the Tnuctip realize this?
Surely the Tnuctip would never jeopardize this by giving this information
to Kzanol, and then releasing him on Earth?

The problem, then, is how does Beowulf Shaeffer figure out that the Tnuctip
are contemporary, and not billions of years gone?  How does he figure it
out when Brennan, Truesdale, and all the other Pak-stage humans didn't?

I await illumination...

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 29 Mar 94 05:36:37 GMT
From: max@alcyone.darkside.com (Erik Max Francis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Niven FAQ update -- correction and apology!

Sorry, folks.  I attached the list of questions that I'd be addressing
without indicating that I did indeed have detailed answers on many of them,
even though I hadn't gone through the trouble of explicitly indicating
those answers in the list (since it was intended to just be a list of what
will be addressed, rather than those answers themselves).

So, the list follows at the end of this message again.  This time,
questions that I really have no idea what the answer is are marked with an
asterisk; questions that I know the basic answer (e.g., "yes" or "no") but
don't have the reasoning to are marked with a plus.  For these I'd be very
interested in seeing references and well-thought-out arguments.  Questions
that are not marked are ones I think I can answer pretty solidly; however,
if you have input to a question which does not have a mark next to it
(i.e., one that I think I can answer) but think you have an interesting
twist or a novel way of reasoning/calculating the result, then by all
means, let me know, and I'll credit you.

Let me take a step back to indicate that I intend the FAQ list to have
detailed answers.  Technical questions will have computations.  Other
questions will have references, if possible (which isn't always,
unfortunately).  I also intend to do a lot of quoting, in particular.  (For
instance, in the "How is Louis Wu pronounced?" question, I'll merely quote
the passage of _The Ringworld Engineers_ where he poses as Chmeee's servant
and they call him _Luweewu_ [though I don't have _The Ringworld Engineers_
handy, so I might be misremembering when this happens exactly - no matter,
as I'll find it.)

Things I am considering canon: Niven's works, and the Ringworld
role-playing game (because Niven has seemed to bless it and it is such an
absolute treasure-house of information).  I have decided for the time being
not to address the _Man-Kzin Wars_ books, although Niven has blessed them,
because they are not written by Niven (which is the main point behind this
for me) and I haven't read them.  If and when I read them and/or if someone
submits information concerning them, I'll include them in the Known Space
chronology and encyclopaedia (which are only in the early stages as of yet,
anyway).

Also, I neglected to mention that another of the regular postings that I've
been working on (making it five) is a list of Ringworld parameters.  This
will gleaned from _Ringworld_ and _The Ringworld Engineers_, naturally, but
primarily from the Ringworld Role-playing Game.  I'll take good care to
keep the units consistent with a mind to accuracy.

Final note: Note that the actual phrasing of the questions below is not
necessarily the way that they will appear in the actual FAQ.

Anyhow, sorry about the confusion.  I guess I was tired and just wanted to
kick the list out there so that people could take a look at it and make
suggestions should they need to.  And, again, these are all questions that
I've wondered about or have been asked to me at some point or other.

                            -- cut here --

1.  Topical

What is Niven working on now?                                        +
Is Niven going to write a new Ringworld book?                        +
I heard there was a Ringworld computer game.  What's it about?
What is the status of Known Space?  Is Niven finished with it?       +

2.  General

Wasn't Niven rich before he started writing?                         +
How did Niven and Pournelle get together?                            *
How did Niven and Barnes get together?
Wasn't Niven once spastic about organ banks?
Does Niven consider the Man-Kzin Wars series canonical?
Are the Kzinti considered canon in the Star Trek Universe?
Why did Niven do several three-author collaborations recently?
Didn't Niven have a recipe for Irish Coffee?
How many references to Irish Coffee are there in Niven's stories?
Is Known Space capitalized or not?
How many references are there to the poem _Beowulf_ in Niven's 
    stories?

3.  Stories

Are the Dream Park books and _The Descent of Anansi_ books part of 
    the same universe?
Are _The Descent of Anansi_ and _Fallen Angels_ related [because 
    of references to Falling Angels]?
Wasn't Niven working on something that would destroy Known Space?
What the hell does _prikazivyat_ [sp!] mean from _Integral Trees_?
Why do the premises of _Lucifer's Hammer_ and _Footfall_ seem so 
    similar?
Why do some stories (like "Bordered in Black" and "One Face") seem 
    like Known Space when they're actually not?
Didn't Niven write the script for a play at a science-fiction 
    convention?
Aren't there some inconsistencies in the dates given by Niven in some 
    of his stories ("The Borderland of Sol," "Procrustes," "The Ethics 
    of Madness")?
Is there enough evidence to tell where Rynildissen City of the Warlock 
    stories once stood?

4.  Characters

How is Louis Wu pronounced?
Is Beowulf Shaeffer the adopting father of Louis Wu (with 
    Shaeffer's friend, Carlos Wu, the biological father)?            +
Wasn't Dan Forrester from _Lucifer's Hammer_ modelled after a real 
    person?
Who are the characters from the "Threat Team" in _Footfall_ based 
    on?                                                              *
Is there some relation between Beowulf Shaeffer and "Lit" Shaeffer 
    of the Gil the ARM series?                                       *

5.  Aliens

If the Kzinti and humans are biologically related, how can the Pak 
    colonization of Earth make sense?
How do puppeteers reproduce?                                         +
How do puppeteers walk?
How do puppeteers, uh, crap?                                         +
Why _do_ Outsiders follow starseeds?  [No one knows -- "Flatlander"]
How much were the Puppeteer selling the secret of the General Products 
    hull for?  [_At the Core_]

5.  Technical

Why is the gravitational attraction inside a uniform spherical 
    shell zero?
Why _don't_ rapidly-rotating rings contract because of relativity?   +
Why are Niven rings unstable?  Would Dyson spheres be stable?
Why can a Niven ring be treated mathematically as a suspension 
    bridge with no endpoints?
What is the ultimate tensile strength of scrith?
Is the tidal effect on the integral trees enough to keep them 
    radial?
How to the integral tree tufts maintain gravity?
Would the neutronium lump from "There _Is_ a Tide" really have 
    acted on a planet's oceans the way that it was portrayed?
Could Beowulf Shaeffer really have survived the episodes in 
    "Neutron Star"?
Don't primordial black holes ("quantum black holes") emit Hawking 
    radiation?  Wouldn't the events in "The Hole Man," "Wrong Way 
    Street," and "The Borderland of Sol" have been much different?
Is neutronium really stable enough to play with?
Is the gaming technology in Dream Park feasible?
How do Bussard ramjets work?
How in the world would a Bussard ramjet decelerate?
How does Niven's hyperdrive work?
How does Niven's and Pournelle's Alderson drive work?
Where can I get a hold of the differential equations regarding the 
    operation of the Alderson drive that Niven mentions in _N-Space_?
How does Niven's and Pournelle's Langston field work?
How does "deep radar" work?
What is the "degenerate matter" that Niven refers to?
I don't buy the final events in "All the Myriad Ways" and the Everett 
    ("manyworlds") interpretation of quantum mechanics.  What's 
    Niven's cut on it?
I don't get "Unfinished Story."  Who is Maxwell, and what is the joke?
Does relativity affect the subjective time experienced while in the 
    Blindspot?                                                       *
Why are Kemplerer rosettes stable?
Isn't Sirius too young a star to have been around when the Slavers 
    were?
How long would it have taken for the eyestorm in _Ringworld_ to 
    destabilize or evacuate the Ring?

                            -- cut here --

Look forward to hearing any input, suggestions, or comments.

Erik Max Francis
1070 Oakmont Dr. #1
San Jose, CA  95117
...!uuwest!alcyone!max
max@alcyone.darkside.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 17:35:22 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Snow Crash: resurrection o' cyberpunk?

I agree about the "bog", but I thought the "machine gun massacres" were
simply hilarious. I mean, an automatic, nuclear powered cannon named
"Reason"? - "They'll listen to Reason!" Heh heh heh

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 13:32:00 GMT
From: mmarolda@netcom.com (Mike Marolda)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Snow Crash: resurrection o' cyberpunk?

Jason Kapalka <jkapalka@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca> wrote:
>Any opinions on this book? Or on Stephenson's two earlier novels, which,
>according to the bio, developed a strong following "amongst
>water-pollution engineers"? For what it's worth, I had only two (minor)
>complaints: 1) The huge bog of religious-linguistic-historical background
>that you impact upon about halfway through, and 2) a slight falling-off in
>the humor quotient as the book proceeds, with the goofiness giving way to
>machine-gun massacres... very fine machine-gun massacres, but machine-gun
>massacres nonetheless.

Actually, I kind of liked the bog.  It added a "small" bit of credibility
to the assembly language concept of human language.  (If you really want to
see a huge bog, try some of Umberto Eco's stuff.. Focault's Pendulum, The
Name of the Rose).

I thought it lost a bit of it's cadence at the end too, but overall it was
a great book!

Mike Marolda
Allen, Texas
mmarolda@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 18:12:57 GMT
From: colin@mcs.com (Colin M. Chisholm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neal Stephenson (Snow Crash Guy)

Michael Pearce (spamman@u.washington.edu) wrote:
>Apparently, in April, Neal Stephenson's new book, 'Interface' will be out.
>I was wondering if anybody has read the ARC's and had an opinion on this
>book.  He seems to be using the pseudonym, "Stephen Bury".  I don't know
>why...

Actually the Stephen Bury pseudonym is being used by both Neal Stephenson
and his father.  They wrote it together.  Interface will be out in April
for $11.99!  Good deal!

Colin M. Chisholm
colin@mcs.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 21:31:22 GMT
From: bljones@denitqm.ecte.uswc.uswest.com (Brent L. Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Snow Crash: resurrection o' cyberpunk?

jkapalka@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Jason Kapalka) wrote:
> Surprise. Snow Crash rocks. It rolls. It slices. It dices. It has
> high-speed Mafia pizza delivery, and a giant radioactive Aleutian Eskimo
> killer druglord with a nuke strapped to his hog. Swell book. As one of
> the blurbs suggested: "Cyberpunk ain't dead... it's just developed
> (belatedly) a sense of humor."
> 
> Any opinions on this book? Or on Stephenson's two earlier novels, which,
> according to the bio, developed a strong following "amongst
> water-pollution engineers"? For what it's worth, I had only two (minor)
[snip]
 
Yeah, it was really good. I'll agree that the linguistic theory section was
too long, and that the book lost some of its hip, self-referential humor
somewhere halfway through.  But still a very, very good book.

I've got one of his older books, the Zodiac something or other, and it was
well worth reading as well. I've always wondered why they didn't rush out
reprints of his early stuff when Snow Crash became a minor hit. I've been
looking for The Big U, his first book, for a while now.

Brent L. Jones
U S WEST Technologies
Denver CO
bljones@denitqm.ecte.uswc.uswest.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 15:33:20 GMT
From: colin@mcs.com (Colin M. Chisholm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neal Stephenson (Snow Crash Guy)

INTERFACE is about a political candidate for president (I believe) who has
special hardware built into his brain so that he has instant access to all
polls and forms of media.  Therefore, he knows exactly what you want to
hear at a moment's notice.  Very useful if you're running for office.  But
then some corporations begin taking an interest in him and try to control
him.  Sounds very interesting.

Colin M. Chisholm
colin@mcs.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 02:33:54 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neal Stephenson (Snow Crash Guy)

Colin M. Chisholm <colin@MCS.COM> wrote:
>INTERFACE is about a political candidate for president (I believe) who has
>special hardware built into his brain so that he has instant access to all
>polls and forms of media.  Therefore, he knows exactly what you want to
>hear at a moment's notice.  Very useful if you're running for office.  But
>then some corporations begin taking an interest in him and try to control
>him.  Sounds very interesting.

It does sound interesting.  It should also be interesting to see how a
collaboration with his father will alter Stephenson's style.  Neal
Stephenson will be signing here in Seattle next week.  I'll see if I can
get info. out of him regarding the collaboration and I'll post it here when
I get it...

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 20:29:18 GMT
From: tsdavies@syr.edu (T.S. Davies)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neal Stephenson (Snow Crash Guy)

Colin M. Chisholm <colin@mcs.com> writes:
> INTERFACE is about a political candidate for president (I believe) who
> has special hardware built into his brain so that he has instant access
> to all polls and forms of media.  Therefore, he knows exactly what you
> want to hear at a moment's notice.  Very useful if you're running for
> office.  But then some corporations begin taking an interest in him and
> try to control him.  Sounds very interesting.

Hmm.  Sounds very similar to some of the elements of Marc Laidlaw's
_Kalifornia_, where the governor of California is so wired (along with many
of the other characters).  Still, I'd be interested in seeing Stephenson's
approach.

T.S. Davies
tsdavies@mailbox.syr.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 23:44:37 GMT
From: kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neal Stephenson's The Big U

schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu (Christina Schulman) writes:
>Actually, I was under the impression that it wasn't until his traumatic
>experience in the sewers and the breakdown of American MegaU as a society
>that Fred lost his grip on reality and started actually thinking of
>himself as Klystron/Chris.  Fred's breakdown parallels the return of the
>bicameral mind all over campus, which is where all those voices in
>people's heads are coming from.

This is a poor excuse for inaccuracy I know, but I was just getting up to
Fred/Klystron/Chris in my review when the lab consultant yelled "closing in
five minutes!" I think you're pretty much right about him - my only query
would be whether the unlikely appellation "Fred Fine" was his real name. I
don't think this is made clear in the book; it seems more likely he
invented it and that his real name is Chris... though as Chris he never
acknowledges a surname other than "the Systems Programmer", so perhaps not.
But if so his breakdown into split-persona insanity would only represent a
move from one delusional state to another, much as the collapse of the
university's collective consciousness is only relative - it was an insane
environment even before things fell apart.

>I just hope they replace that dreadful cover - not only is it completely
>unrelated to the story, it's cheesy enough to make Darrell K. Sweet
>cringe!

I couldn't agree more. If ever proof was needed that first-time authors
have little or no say in what their books look like, this is it. Bad enough
to stick good novels between unappealing covers, but THIS - if I'd seen it
on a shelf before I knew Stephenson's name I'd have run screaming from the
shop.

Justine

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 05:48:17 GMT
From: jkapalka@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Jason Kapalka)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dredmouth Point

I had cause a few days ago to glance at Demon Night, a fairly-cheesy
looking horror paperback I read back during the mid-80's horror boom.
Author: one J. Michael Straczynski. Well, well.

Demon Night, as I recall, was a fun if not particularly "deep" book -
something along the lines of a frenetic B-movie, with townspeople getting
possessed and killed by, you guessed it, demons. It did have one of the
more embarrassing front-cover blurbs I've ever seen: something along the
lines of, "MOVE OVER STEPHEN KING! HERE COMES J. MICHAEL STRACZYNSKI!",
attributed to, er, the Journal of Famous Polish People (or something like
that.)

Anyway. When I glanced at this book again, I noticed something I'd
forgotten about. The name of the town that gets attacked by demons is
Dredmouth Point. Now, what do you expect, living in a place called
Dredmouth Point? It made me laugh.

It could have been worse, I suppose. There was a movie called Demonwarp
which featured a forest called (wait for it) Demonwarp Forest. As in,
"C'mon, Suzy! Let's all go for a picnic in Demonwarp Forest!" "Aw, Chuck,
everyone says it's haunted..." "Yeah. Right. Demonwarp Forest haunted.  Now
I've heard everything."

Jason

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA06002; Fri, 8 Apr 94 10:15:44 EDT
Date: Fri, 8 Apr 94 10:15:44 EDT
Message-Id: <9404081415.AA06002@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #251
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Fri, 8 Apr 94 10:15:44 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #251
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 8 Apr 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 251

Today's Topics:

		 Books - Strugatsky (4 msgs) & Sturgeon &
                         Vance (11 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Mar 94 16:03:43 GMT
From: jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brothers A&B.Strugatsky and Soviet SF

The only book I read by the Strugatsky Brothers was "Hard to be a God" and
I thought that it was great.  It is difficult to find their books...

Jim Lahue
Power Personal Systems, IBM
jlahue@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 22:04:42 GMT
From: Maja.Fajdiga@ijs.si (Andrea Maja Fajdiga)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brothers A&B.Strugatsky and Soviet SF

c0689582@techst02.technion.ac.il (Roman M. Parparov) writes:
> Hello, world. Since I was born and raised in Russia I've read a whole lot
> of Soviet Authors SF, amongst them Brothers Strugatsky were my favorite.
> I know some of their books were translated into English and published in
> the West. I would like to discuss their novels or just learn other people
> opinions about their books, if anybody has read them.

Well, I've read those few of their books that were translated into Slovene:
'Roach in the anthill', 'It's difficult to be God' and 'Picnic at the
Roadside' (literal translations of the titles used here ;-). I liked them
quite a bit, actually I found them quite similar (in general feel, not
neccessary meaning similar style) to Stanislaw Lem's books.

Andrea Maja Fajdiga-Bulat
"J.Stefan" Institute
Ljubljana, Slovenia
maja.fajdiga@ijs.si

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 22:52:51 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brothers A&B.Strugatsky and Soviet SF

I liked _Monday Begins on Saturday_ a great deal.  It's a series of
humorous stories about a Russian institute which reseaches magic and is
beset both with the usual problems of bureaucracy and a few unusual ones
caused by their research topic.

My copy of _Roadside Picnic_ contains a stray short story, "Tale of the
Troika", which belongs to the same background.  I didn't like the
translation as well, though - the translator didn't seem as successful in
catching the playful, bouncy style of the stories.

_Roadside Picnic_ itself is also very good, though in a much darker way.  I
liked the description of the area influenced by the alien landing.  "There
were areas in which everyone went deaf - we called them First Deaf Quarter,
Second Deaf Quarter, and so on.  When questioned, the inhabitants could say
only that they saw such a bright light they immediately went deaf.  We told
them that this didn't make sense, but they insisted that that was what had
happened."  (approximate from memory)

Never found any of their other books locally, and my Russian isn't good
enough to look for the originals.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 08:53:33 GMT
From: rice@enterprise.berkeley.edu (Daniel S. Rice)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brothers A&B.Strugatsky and Soviet SF

c0689582@techst02.technion.ac.il (Roman M. Parparov) writes:
>Hello, world. Since I was born and raised in Russia I've read a whole lot
>of Soviet Authors SF, amongst them Brothers Strugatsky were my favorite.

  In addition to _Roadside Picnic_ (which I suspect many of us heard of by
way of Lem's essay in _Microworlds_), I have read _Beetle in the Anthill_
and _The Ugly Swans_.  The former is a wonderfully creepy tale about an
agent who must track a man who is not supposed to be on Earth.  He does
this in a society that hates all forms of privacy and secrecy.  We also
read sections of the hunted man's journals from his work on a mysterious
planet in which billions of inhabitants have vanished.  The mystery of the
hunted man's origins is extremely well executed and I won't spoil it here.
The Strugatskys also introduce us to the Golovans, a sentient doglike race.
As in Lem's fiction, aliens are truly alien.  We may be friends, we may be
enemies, but understanding is impossible.

  _The Ugly Swans_ I liked less.  It is set in a perpetually rainy town
notable for its sanitorium for "slimies" - people with an odd degenerative
disease.  Much of the dialogue is very Russian, i.e., "The Doctor," "The
Director", "The Writer," and so forth sit around a table drinking and
discussing the ills of society.  I suspect that there is a lot in these
sorts of discussions which would have an obvious meaning to someone who
knew Soviet society, but is lost on the rest of us.  In this case, the
topic is the slimies and the fact that the town's childrem seem to be
hanging around with them a bit much, and also seem to be turning into
geniuses.  There were few very good scenes (one in which the protangonist,
a famous writer, speaks in front of the children at school comes to mind).
There is also some good material about the writer's social resposibility
and the temptations of selling out to an authoritarian government.  The SF
acts more as a backdrop for these issues than as a central focus.

  Unfortunately, even the Berkeley library has only a few of their books in
translation, and the rare bookstore which carries them charges a fortune.
Worse yet, many of their books have not been translated at all!
 
Dan

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 15:50:29 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Retrograde Reviews--Theodore Sturgeon:E Pluribus Unicorn

Theodore Sturgeon:E Pluribus Unicorn

A Retrograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

Theodore Sturgeon was one of the great SF short story writers.  (I use the
past tense because he's dead, not because his stories have ceased to be
good.) E Pluribus Unicorn is a collection of stories from the late 40's and
early 50's, a fact I find amazing on reading, because they seem timeless.
Or, rather,they seem to have something which some other early stories are
lacking - a frank understanding of all kinds of human nature.

Some of the stories are definite classics - "Bianca's Hands", for instance:
the story of a dull-witted girl whose beautiful hands have an intelligence
of their own, and of the man who was entrapped by them.  Or "Die, Maestro,
Die", about a man who despised Lutch Crawford, the bandleader he worked
for, and was eventually driven to destroy him and his music.  Or
"Cellmate", a story of the most bizarre pair of Siamese twins you've ever
seen, and what happened when they went to jail.

But those short summaries can't convey the style and voice of the stories.
In each case the voice is completely genuine.  Both the viewpoint
characters and the rest, even the minor characters, ring true.  The choice
of stories for this book is perhaps unfortunate, because you can see some
ideas used more than once, the most notable being "syzygy"(apparently, a
biological term for the sharing of genetic material between
parthenogenetically reproducing creatures, or something like that), as well
as Siamese twins.  But, goddamnit, the people are real.

Sturgeon is always good.  This book is no different.

Author:     Sturgeon, Theodore
Title:      E Pluribus Unicorn
Publisher:  Pocket
City:       New York
Date:       Copyright 1953
Order Info: ISBN 0-671-50223-9
Pages:      211 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US$2.95

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 18:32:06 GMT
From: jkapalka@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Jason Kapalka)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Browsing through the newsgroup, I was saddened to see no mention whatsoever
of my personal SF favorites: Jack Vance, Greg Bear, Gregory Benford.

Now I know people out there are reading the two Gregs, but how about Vance?
Has he been forgotten? I suspect his last novel, Ecce and Old Earth, bombed
rather spectacularly, judging from the speed with which it hit the
remainder bins.

It seems to me that Vance is *the* premier stylist of SF. Every book he's
ever written has that inimitable Vance prose style, filled with weird
Latinate constructions and neologisms, along with wry, dark humor that's so
pervasive it sometimes takes two or three readings before you get all the
jokes. Hasn't anybody here read the Dying Earth books? The Demon Prince
series? Lyonesse? One or another of his sixty-odd books?

Am I mad? I don't give a damn about Terry Brooks' latest exhumation of
Tolkien, nor am I enthused by news of a new Dragonlance book. I sure would
be interested in hearing of other Vance fans, though... or even
Vance-haters.

Comments on the two Gregs would also be interesting. Especially regarding
Bear's Queen of Angels; the big question: is it unreadable? (I didn't think
so, but everyone I recommended it to disagreed violently).

Jason

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 20:47:51 GMT
From: vek@spacsun.rice.edu (Vincent E. Kargatis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

jkapalka@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Jason Kapalka) writes:
> Comments on the two Gregs would also be interesting. Especially regarding
> Bear's Queen of Angels; the big question: is it unreadable? (I didn't
> think so, but everyone I recommended it to disagreed violently).

I loved the book.  Interesting, thrilling even, and, yes, difficult, but
worthwhile, for sure!  I like when authors demand that you enter their
world, and not the other way around.  You have to stick with it a bit, but
you eventually get the hang.

Vincent Kargatis
Dept. of Space Physics & Astronomy
Rice University
Houston, TX
vek@spacsun.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 21:16:00 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

jkapalka@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Jason Kapalka) writes:
> Now I know people out there are reading the two Gregs, but how about
> Vance? Has he been forgotten? I suspect his last novel, Ecce and Old
> Earth, bombed rather spectacularly, judging from the speed with which it
> hit the remainder bins.

   I don't think so, it did receive five nominations for a Hugo, not bad
when the last of the five which made the ballot that year had 26 and it had
been in print only as a 500 print run U-M hardcover in March and a Tor
hardcover printed in November.
   I didn't care for it as much as _Araminta Station_, nor as much as
_Throy_, but it was good book.  It's also difficult to guage the sales when
it's the sequel to a four year old book.  Tor was bit long on that one,
which would add to the remainder problem.

> It seems to me that Vance is *the* premier stylist of SF. Every book he's
> ever written has that inimitable Vance prose style, filled with weird
> Latinate constructions and neologisms, along with wry, dark humor that's
> so pervasive it sometimes takes two or three readings before you get all
> the jokes. Hasn't anybody here read the Dying Earth books? The Demon
> Prince series? Lyonesse? One or another of his sixty-odd books?

   I've read them all, most twice, some six or more times.  Vance tends to
surface as a subject here once every two to three months.  I just reread
_Lyonesse: Suldrun's Garden_ and will start the other two shortly.  Fine
stuff.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 21:23:06 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

114282@adpdp2.lanl.gov (Allan Marcus) writes:
> I too am a Vance fan.  Has anybody read Throy yet?  Is this a new book,
> or a reprint?

   _Throy_ was first published in 1992 by U-M, in 1993 as a hardcover by
Tor, and this is probably its first paperback appearance (if that's what
you saw).  I found it to be a wonderful end to the Cadwal series and would
recommend it to anyone.  Some found the ending too reminiscent of one of
his other books, but I disagree with that.  The ending is wholely
appropriate to the series and not too similar to any others as far as I am
concerned.
   While I love the U-M editions, I think they hurt Vance's chances at
Hugos.  With 500 copy print runs, it's hard to get enough people to know
about the book to nominate.  Be nice if print runs under 1000 were ignored
when determining if a book is Hugo elligible.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 23:16:47 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

jkapalka@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Jason Kapalka) writes:
>Now I know people out there are reading the two Gregs, but how about
>Vance? Has he been forgotten? I suspect his last novel, Ecce and Old
>Earth, bombed rather spectacularly, judging from the speed with which it
>hit the remainder bins.

Trying to judge whether a book "bombed" by looking at your local remainder
bins is an iffy proposition at best.  In fact ECCE AND OLD EARTH did fine.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 09:53:50 GMT
From: leifmk@kari.fm.unit.no (Leif Magnar Kj|nn|y)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Vance, forgotten?  Hardly.  In fact, I've just been "discovering" his work
for the first time, and have now resolved to buy any Vance novel I can find
provided that I have the available cash.  I've read a few short stories
here and there, as well as the first two parts of the Cadwal trilogy, which
I enjoyed immensely.  Premier stylist?  No kidding.

leifmk@kari.fm.unit.no

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 14:50:40 GMT
From: MAdams@utxvm.cc.utexas.edu (Mark S. Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Patrick, I noticed in a previous article that Tor has published a number of
the recent novels and/or series by Jack Vance.  Most notable these are
Araminta Station and its sequels.  Question: what else has Tor published by
Vance, specifically some of his older work?  I've heard The Demon Princes
novels mentioned a million times and would just love to try them.  If you ,
indeed, have the rights to some of his previous fiction, is there a plan to
republish.  Thanks in ad/VANCE.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 18:50:59 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

We have a fair bit of Vance in print - BIG PLANET, SHOWBOAT WORLD, GREEN
MAGIC (a collection), TO LIVE FOREVER.  All of those are mass-market pbs.
We also have a trade-paperback omnibus of the Planet of Adventure books
called (amazingly) PLANET OF ADVENTURE, under the Orb imprint.  (A few Tor
hardcovers of that title also exist.)

We own the Demon Princes books, and we'll eventually do them as an omnibus.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 13:00:38 GMT
From: Michel_Basilieres@babylon.montreal.qc.ca (Michel Basilieres)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

I particularly remember with fondness the "Planet of Adventure" series;
Blue World; the Cugel and other Dying Earth Stories; and the Durdane
trilogy. Would I like his more recent stuff, i.e. Lyonesse?

Michel_Basilieres@fc.babylon.montreal.qc.ca.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 09:23:01 GMT
From: pickrell@netcom.com (Brian Pickrell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Jason Kapalka (jkapalka@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca) wrote:
[...]
>Now I know people out there are reading the two Gregs, but how about
>[Jack] Vance? Has he been forgotten? I suspect his last novel, Ecce and
>Old Earth, bombed rather spectacularly, judging from the speed with which
>it hit the remainder bins.

I was surprised to see people in this thread saying nice things about this
book.  I'm a huge fan of Vance, but I found it colossally boring.  The
whole premise is pointless, and I fail to see why anyone should even care
how the plot turns out.  (For those who haven't read it, it concerns the
search for the lost legal title to a planet which is supposed to be a
nature preserve, but is threatened with development and settlement.)  I
think the bad guys have a better argument than the good guys.  Also, the
plot just fizzles out at the end.  After a few hundred pages of patient
searching of old documents, "Oh, here it is," and that's it.

Vance's novel Madouc, third of the Lyonnesse trilogy, was similarly weak in
plot.  There's lots of buildup about searching for the Holy Grail, Then the
characters go out, ask somebody where it is, and go get it.  Big deal.
After much pointless fooling around, the book is suddenly hit with a
general war, a magical battle, and a tidal wave.  All the bad guys are
wiped out, a couple of books' worth of loose ends are tied up (out of the
blue), and the surviving characters live happily ever after, all in about
thirty pages.

I'm not used to being disappointed by a Jack Vance book.  I would recommend
every other thing he ever wrote.  It makes me wonder if he was even trying
with Ecce and Old Earth.  Does anyone else feel the same way?

Brian Pickrell

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 17:16:57 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Brian, actually I'm a little surprised you could be disappointed at Madouc
for not wrapping everything up nicely.  The Lyonesse trilogy had an
incredibly large number of "threads," going all over the place - indeed,
that was one of the cool things about it, it wasn't so centered on "an
all-important quest", as many genre fantasy novels are, far too many to be
wrapped up in the third volume.  Indeed, more threads are introduced in the
first half of Madouc.  So surely you weren't _surprised_ that everything
was not cleanly resolved, were you?

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: Fri, 8 Apr 94 10:39:55 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #252
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 8 Apr 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 252

Today's Topics:

	     Books - Varley (8 msgs) & Vernor Vinge (2 msgs) &
                     Willis (4 msgs) & Wolfe (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 17:25:50 GMT
From: arioch@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (morgan donald scott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JOHN VARLEY

105GREEN@Witsvma.wits.ac.za (Louis Greenberg) writes:
>Does anyone have any info on other books by John Varley. I read
>"Millenium" and it was one of the best books I've read. Has he written
>anything else. Do you think it's as good?

I've read his trilogy Titan, Wizard, Demon (the title of each book, since
the trilogy has no title of its own that I remember), which was
interesting. There was also a collection of short stories called the
Persistence of Vision, which was good. I still think Millenium was the best
thing of his I've read. There was a recent book called Steel Beach, which I
think Varley wrote (but now that I see it written I am not sure), but I
haven't read it. I would suggest trying Persistence of Vision, which gives
a representative sample of his style, first.

Don Morgan

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 17:41:53 GMT
From: goodin@fraser.sfu.ca (Charles Frederick Goodin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JOHN VARLEY

If you thought "Millenium" was good, you're in for a real treat.  It's
probably one of his worst novels (although the short story "Air Raid" that
it's based on, in the collection "The Persistance of Vision" was pretty
decent).  His other stuff, especially his short stories, IMHO, are a _lot_
better. (Of course, I've also seen the horrible movie that "Millenium" was
made into, so I may be biased...)

Off the top of my head:
   "Picnic on Nearside" (was "The Barbie Murders"): anthology
   "The Persistance of Vision" : anthology
   "Blue Champagne" : anthology
   "Titan/Demon/Wizard" : trilogy
   "Steel Beach" : novel, his most recent release
   "The Ophiuchi Hotline" : novel (one of his oldest, IMHO not up
to the standards he sets later).

That's all I can think of at the moment.  Actually, if you liked Millenium,
you might not like the rest of his stuff, as most of Millenium is
definitely not representative of how Varley writes.

Chuk Goodin
Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, BC
goodin@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 18:11:48 GMT
From: myong@harp.aix.calpoly.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JOHN VARLEY

   I thought _Millenium_ was terrific, as were some of the stories in _The
Persistence of Vision_.  I had a hard time finding other Varley works that
I liked, though.  I found the Titan trilogy (_Titan_, _Wizard_, _Demon_) to
be disappointing and haven't read much else by Varley.  YMMV.
   BTW, avoid the movie _Millenium_ like the plague!

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 23:24:42 GMT
From: petev@gdstech.grumman.com (Peter Venetoklis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JOHN VARLEY

Recently read Steel Beach, and thought it was SUPER.  I'd call it his best.

Peter Venetoklis
Grumman Corporation
petev@gdstech.grumman.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 23:42:40 GMT
From: cfsje@ux1.cts.eiu.edu (Susan Eisenhour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JOHN VARLEY

Well, I rather liked Titan and Wizard.

This author's short stories are generally better, as has been mentioned.
There's another collection: Barbie Murders. really good.  Even though I've
now see Varley (at Archon in St. Louis in '92) I'm still more than half
convinced this is a female author. Maybe he had a lot of sisters or
something, because he's very good at female protagonists and seems to use
them by preference rather than male protagonists. Not that males can't
write female and vice-versa, but not many do it convincingly.

Susan Eisenhour
cfsje@ux1.cts.eiu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 04:55:01 GMT
From: scottl8724@aol.com (ScottL8724)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JOHN VARLEY

re: your note on Varley, I agree that Millenium was not his best and that
his short stories are his strongest point.  (The Blue Champagne collection
is quite good, notwithstanding its inclusion of the awful Manhatten Phone
Directory.)  I did have an interesting experience with Air Raid. I had read
Millenium, and started reading Air Raid, on a flight my wife and I were
taking from NY back to our home (then Houston).  I got about 2 pages into
it, and realized the "source universe" of what I was reading...about then
the pilot came on and announced that we were having some engine trouble and
were going to have to land in Atlanta...yes, we did make it back, but I had
a few bad moments.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 15:53:33 GMT
From: ye05748@inet.d48.lilly.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JOHN VARLEY and his books

Out of the five Varley books I've gotten my hands on, Millenium is probably
the poorest. Still quite good though.

The most recent book by him is "Steel Beach", which is a fairly
straightforward novel of investigation and computer insanity, well worth a
look.

His major work (as far as I know) is the Gaia trilogy, <something>,Wizard
and Demon. These are nothing to do with the 'earth-mother' theories, except
in that the world that the story unfolds in is a sentient creature, a
space-station-like habitat with full control (well, nearly...) over all
that occurs inside her, down to the last base-pair. Truly fine, and I wish
I could find the first bok in paperback somewhere, since I read it from a
library and never saw it again. I always think it's called 'Gaia', but it
isn't.

The trilogy is well worth looking out for, and Steel Beach rather fun.

You mileage may vary, of course.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 00:09:23 GMT
From: mpilman@rs4.tcs.tulane.edu (Monica Pilman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JOHN VARLEY

When I first read Titan, I too was utterly convinced that John Varley
_had_to_be_a_woman_ because a man would not be able to write a female lead
so well.

I love the Titan trilogy more than any of his other works (that I've read
so far).  Cirroco Jones was not the only delightful female character! I
even enjoyed his male characters very much, especially Conal (from _Demon_,
the last of the three).

He seemed to know well how a woman felt about living in a man's world (for
example: Cirroco's thoughts about how it feels to be female and a captain;
female and tall and flat-chested ; female and that way she was attracted to
and made love to the various men (and one woman) in her life).  I felt
certain that only another woman would understand so well as to create this
character with those insights.

Now I feel equally certain that he just had really good insight, and is an
adept at expressing his insights.

Monica Pilman
Tulane Computing Services
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana 
mpilman@mailhost.tcs.tulane.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 23:17:15 GMT
From: rdippold@qualcomm.com (Ron "Asbestos" Dippold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

Well, I just read Tatja Grimm's World last night.  It isn't prime Vinge,
but it's not really bad if you take it for what it is: three early
novellas.  Good light reading in the same way that Moorcock's Mars books
are.  As with Witling, some people are going to dislike the ending.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 16:28:31 GMT
From: SHARON@delphinus.lib.umb.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vernor Vinge short stories

Vinge had an earlier short story collection, before "Threats and other
Promises".  It's called "True Names and Other Dangers".  The title story is
wonderful.  There's also a good story called "The Peddler's Apprentice",
written with his ex-wife, SF author Joan D. Vinge.  I'm not a great short
story fan, but these are really worth reading.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 04:14:08 GMT
From: hafken@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (David Hafken)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recommended:  Domesday Book, by Connie Willis

I found Doomsday Book to be one of the best novels (sci/fi or otherwise)
I've read in a long time; it's definitely not typical science fiction.  It
focuses on human issues: good vs evil, the existence of god, faith, and
human compassion, just to name a few.  This book touched me, and made me
think long after I read the last page.  I would _highly_(!!) recommend it!

The only thing I hate about the book is the truly _awful_ cover - it has
absolutely _nothing_ to do with the novel; it makes it seem like the novel
is a trashy romance novel, when that is completely not true!

David Hafken
University of Pennsylvania
Computer Science & Theatre Arts

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 18:13:23 GMT
From: erica@cc.gatech.edu (Erica Liebman Sadun)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recommended:  Domesday Book, by Connie Willis

David Hafken <hafken@eniac.seas.upenn.edu> wrote:
>I found Doomsday Book to be one of the best novels (sci/fi or otherwise)
>I've read in a long time; it's definitely not typical science fiction.  It
>focuses on human issues: good vs evil, the existence of god, faith, and
>human compassion, just to name a few.  This book touched me, and made me
>think long after I read the last page.  I would _highly_(!!) recommend it!

I disagree.

SPOILERS

I really hated the book.  Not a single likeable character.  Everyone dies.
In fact, the whole book is a prolonged waiting game in which everyone is
doomed, nobody except the reader knows it and it's pointless waiting around
for it to happen.

Erica Sadun
erica@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 00:24:10 GMT
From: mito@tcp.com (Jee Hoon Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recommended: Domesday Book, by Connie Willis

From the post's I have been reading, it seems to be 50-50 so far between
people who loved it and people who thought it sucked.  Well, tastes
differ...Personally, I enjoyed reading DOOMSDAY BOOK.  I preferred her
earlier LINCOLN's DREAMS, but I thought DB was a solid novel that
approached the old time travel genre in a different and suspenseful way.
  
True, the science was mostly window dressing: the mechanics of the time
machine, laser candles and the video phones were vague to say the least.
What kept me reading the story were the quirky characters and their selfish
narrow-mindedness. Instead of being broadly defined, each character had a
whimsical, light touch that contrasted well with the dark circumstances.
It's not "Back to the Future" where time loops can be solved with enough
running around and frenetic Star Trek technobabble. No, it's more about how
we cannot always control our destinies, but at least we can try and face
life (and death) with resolve and dignity.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 19:16:42 GMT
From: hafken@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (David Hafken)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recommended:  Domesday Book, by Connie Willis

SPOILERS

Personally, I did like Kivrin.  And yes, everyone dies (well, mostly
everyone)....and it's crucial to what Willis is trying to do with the book
(hey, it _is_ called _Doomsday Book_, right? :-))

I personally didn't know whether Kivrin was doomed or not; the fact that
everyone around her dies and she can't do a thing about it is depressing
but powerful.  Especially considering the amount of religious implications
Willis includes: Kivrin is seen as an "angel" by those she tries to help;
Father Roche is ridiculed by his own people, yet almost idolized by Kivrin.
And remember who is responsible for bringing the plague to the town in the
first place?  The religious enclave.

Anyway, I think there is _a lot_ of great philosophical stuff going on in
this book, at the same time being well-written and moving.

David Hafken
University of Pennsylvania
Computer Science & Theatre Arts

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 22:22:47 GMT
From: rdippold@qualcomm.com (Ron "Asbestos" Dippold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel?

I haven't seen anything, but in the hope that someone knows something I
miseed...

I just read _Soldier of the Mist_ by Wolfe last night and crave more.  The
book ends with "Here ends the first of the scrolls of Latros" (paraphrased)
and the ending is certainly open.  Does anyone know if Gene has written a
followup?

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 09:54:10 GMT
From: feld@cc.umanitoba.ca (Michael Feld)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel?

The sequel is _Soldier of Arete_; just as fine, though lacking the surprise
value of its predecessor.  I liked it a lot.

One trick, though, to reading it: unless you've remembered the technical
Greek from _Mist_ (or just plain know the language), it's handy to keep
_Mist_ by you as you read _Arete_.

Enjoy.

Michael Feld
Dept. of Philosophy
University of Manitoba
Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2M8, Canada
feld@cc.umanitoba.ca

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 22:18:11 GMT
From: camilla@netcom.com (Camilla Cracchiolo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel?

Of course, at the end of Arete, you will STILL want to know if Wolfe has
any plans to write a third.

Camilla Cracchiolo
camilla@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 08:09:30 GMT
From: myong@harp.aix.calpoly.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel? (* SPOILERS *)

SPOILERS

I just finished _Soldier of Arete_ a few minutes ago, and (although I may
change my mind after taking time to digest it all) it seems that the Latro
stories are over.  Certainly the scrolls that Wolfe purports to translate
are finished; Latro leaves them with Pindaros and sails away for home.  If
we do get more Latro tales, I suspect that they'll be told from a different
POV and in a different form than the _Soldier_ novels.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 22:10:12 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel? (* SPOILERS *)

myong@harp.aix.calpoly.edu wrote:
>SPOILERS
>
>I just finished _Soldier of Arete_ a few minutes ago, and (although I may
>change my mind after taking time to digest it all) it seems that the Latro
>stories are over.  Certainly the scrolls that Wolfe purports to translate
>are finished; Latro leaves them with Pindaros and sails away for home.  If
>we do get more Latro tales, I suspect that they'll be told from a
>different POV and in a different form than the _Soldier_ novels.

No, he could just have found another scroll somewhere else.  Latro wasn't
cured by the end of SoA AFAIK (it's been a couple of years since I read
them) so he would still need new scrolls to record his days.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 18:01:22 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel?

camilla@netcom.com (Camilla Cracchiolo) writes:
>Of course, at the end of Arete, you will STILL want to know if Wolfe has
>any plans to write a third.

Having talked to Gene about it a while back, yes he does. Or did at that
time.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 06:05:45 GMT
From: mce@halcyon.com (Brian McElhinney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel? (* SPOILERS *)

BTW, I recall hearing about a comprehensive "cheat sheet" for the Soldier
stories.  I for one don't have time to figure out all the historical
references, but I'd love to re-read the series with such a reference in
hand.  Can anyone point me to such a thing?

Brian McElhinney
mce@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 08:23:53 GMT
From: camilla@netcom.com (Camilla Cracchiolo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel?

Chuq Von Rospach (chuq@apple.com) wrote:
>camilla@netcom.com (Camilla Cracchiolo) writes:
>>Of course, at the end of Arete, you will STILL want to know if Wolfe has
>>any plans to write a third.
>
>Having talked to Gene about it a while back, yes he does. Or did at that
>time.

I asked over on the GEnie SF Roundtable about Wolfe's plans to write a
sequel and was told he was having some kind of hassle with his publisher
over it.  This was about 2 years ago.  Do you have more info about this? I
would dearly love to see a third book in the Soldier in the Mist series.

Camilla Cracchiolo
camilla@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 11:14:02 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel?

camilla@netcom.com (Camilla Cracchiolo) writes:
>I asked over on the GEnie SF Roundtable about Wolfe's plans to write a
>sequel and was told he was having some kind of hassle with his publisher
>over it.  This was about 2 years ago.  Do you have more info about this?

This is one of those rumors that refuses to die.  I don't know how, but at
one point several years ago Gene got the impression from his editor David
Hartwell that Tor didn't want any more Soldier books.  This was and is
quite untrue, as various Tor people ranging from David to Tom Doherty to
Beth Meacham to myself have emphatically made clear.  However, Gene must
have said it to five hundred people during the brief time that he thought
it _was_ true, because to this day we hear about it, usually via people
buttonholing us to demand why we're preventing poor Gene Wolfe from writing
more Soldier books, what kind of scum are we?  Bewildered scum, that's
what.  :)

Anyway, Gene can't be too bent out of shape, since he does keep writing
other brilliant books for us on a regular basis, and eventually we hope he
_will_ do another Soldier book.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: Mon, 11 Apr 94 09:58:55 EDT
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 11 Apr 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 253

Today's Topics:

             Administrivia - SF-Lovers Archives,
	     Books - Allen & Kevin Anderson & Banks (3 msgs) &
                     Barker & Blaylock & Brin (2 msgs) &
                     Brooks (4 msgs) & Brust (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 11 Apr 94 09:35:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Administrivia - SF-Lovers archives

Recently, there have been a number of files added to the archives.  As
always, the file "00Index" in the archives is a complete list of all of the
available files while "00New" is a list of all of the new files in the past
month.  While many of the episode guides have been updated, there are
several new additions to the archives:

   seaquest.synopses.txt       [a synopsis of the episodes]
   ufo.guide                   [a guide to the British series UFO]
   weird-science.guide         [a guide to the cable series]
   wizards-and-warriors.guide  [a guide to the CBS series]

In addition, the monthly Del Rey Internet Newsletter will no longer be
included in the Digests but instead will be found in the archives in the
file: DelRey-Internet-Newsletter.txt.  This has been done for a number of
reasons, including the size of the newsletter and because of copyright
concerns.  

As always, files in the archives are available for anonymous ftp from the
directory pub/sfl on gandalf.rutgers.edu or via the ftp mail server
sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu.  

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 01:23:26 GMT
From: chm173s@nic.smsu.edu (It's the swing like a pendulum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Hunted Earth--Is There More?

I've just finished reading THE RING OF CHARON by Roger MacBride Allen,
subtitled "First Book of the Hunted Earth."  I found it utterly
fascinating, rather like RENDEZVOUS WITH RAMA, only better, though I'd best
not go into detail without spoiler protection.

What I want to know is, is there more?  Has the second or third or whatever
come out?  If not yet, when is it expected?  I *REALLY* want to read more
in this series.

Chris Meadows
chm173s@nic.smsu.edu
cmeadows@nyx.cs.du.edu
cmeadows@nox.cs.du.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 01:17:45 GMT
From: leeper@mtgzfs3.mt.att.com (m.r.leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: Cassette of JEDI SEARCH

                     JEDI SEARCH by Kevin J. Anderson
                         Read   by Anthony Heald
   Bantam, ISBN 0-553-47199-6, audio cassette, 180 min, 1994, US$16.99.
                 An audiocassette review by Mark R. Leeper

   I don't often have much opportunity to review cassette readings of
abridgements of novels, though I will frequently take the sting out of work
around the house by listening to novels on cassette via Walkman.  It
certainly isn't my preferred way to read a novel, but it is the just about
the most entertaining way I know of doing housework.  I usually listen to
novels like THE FIRM, but when a review copy of JEDI SEARCH showed up in
the house, I figured, what the heck.

   JEDI SEARCH is the first novel of Kevin Anderson's Jedi Academy Trilogy.
The series continues the adventures where the film series left off, with a
story of Luke Skywalker trying to rekindle the order of Jedi Knights by
finding and training new adepts in the Force.  What can you say about the
plot?  It is just about what you would expect from a new "Star Wars" film.
Anderson was clearly trying to translate the experience of seeing a new
"Star Wars" installment into book, or in this case cassette, form.  We have
new threats from the nasty Empire with bigger and more powerful weapons.
We have the dubious joy of visiting the spice mines of Kessel, mentioned in
the first film.  Anderson has very consciously tried to tie the events,
locations, and even objects of the series' films as if they were Anderson's
series all along.

   This cassette production is read by Anthony Heald, who will be familiar
to some as Hannibal Lecter's obnoxious psychiatrist and keeper from the
film THE SILENCE OF THE LAMBS.  There are a few artificial touches to make
an attempt to use the medium to increase the cinematic feel.  Chewbacca
doesn't speak any language that sounds to us humans as articulate.  He just
sort of mournfully bellows.  They have gotten the sound of one bellow off
the soundtrack and they play it whenever Chewbacca is supposed to be
speaking.  I believe that is the only sound effect taken from the films,
but it is used profusely.  At times the production team over-use it and it
becomes obvious that they have only one bellow which they use for all moods
and messages.  The cassette also uses the original John Williams score to
add excitement to many of the scenes.  Though they are, of course, limited
to music that is already familiar - they hardly were going to hire Williams
or anyone else to add to the original three scores.  That is sort of the
spirit of the whole production.  It does as many simple and inexpensive
touches it can to recreate the feel of what has gone before without adding
too much that is original or new.

   This cassette was nothing earth-shaking, but it considerably improved
the dreary task of shoveling my driveway.  And I'll tell you I had one heck
of a lot of empathy for Han Solo's back-breaking labors in the spice mines
of Kessel.  There is such a thing as going too far to make the listener
think he is part of the story.

Title:      Jedi Search
Author:     Kevin J. Anderson
City:       New York
Date:       1994
Publisher:  Bantam Doubleday Dell
Comments:   audio cassette, read by Anthony Heald, US$16.99
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-47199-6
Pages:      180 min
Series:     Jedi Academy
Volume:     3

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzfs3!leeper
leeper@mtgzfs3.att.com
Copyright 1994 Mark R. Leeper

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 23:31:34 GMT
From: ig25@fg70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain Banks

D.M.P. Hagyard ESE PG (dmph@sys.uea.ac.uk) wrote:
>It is certainly possible to read them in any order, there are no common
>plotlines or characters.  Consider Philebas is set earlier than the other
>two but this is not really important to the enjoyment of the book.

I read CP first, and I thought the background information it provided about
the Culture to be quite helpful later.

However, this should not stop anybody from grabbing any of Bank's Culture
books and start reading ;-)

Thomas Koenig
ig25@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
ig25@dkauni2.bitnet,

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 09:11:06 GMT
From: ig25@fg70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain Banks

David Wells (adw@hplb.hpl.hp.com) wrote:
>Personally, I think "Consider" is underrated.

I think it's the best of them all, actually ;-)

>The non-culture stories in "The State of the Art" are the strongest -
>particularly "Piece" and the first story (erm, "On the Road of Skulls"?).

I read Piece on a flight, from London Heathrow to Canada.  Quite an
experience ;-)

Actually, I didn't quite see the point in "Road of Skulls".  Anybody care
to enlighten me?

Thomas Koenig
ig25@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
ig25@dkauni2.bitnet,

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 03:15:29 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain Banks

I prefer _Player of Games_ myself, which was the first Culture novel I
read.  But for those who like this sort of thing, _Consider Phlebas_, I
must admit, has perhaps the most exciting extended action scene I've come
across in an sf book.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 12:07:04 GMT
From: avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com (Al Von Ruff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: imajica bye Clive Barker

>   I've read most of Clive Barker's books and conclude that Weaveworld is
>the best. His novella, "The Hellbound Heart" is great, even better than
>his film version, "Hellraiser" ...

IMO, the two standout short works of Barker are: the absolutely stunning
"Dread" (Books of Blood II), arguably the best piece of fiction Barker has
ever written, and one of the best short stories I've ever read; and the
totally inexplicable "In the Hills, the Cities" (Books of Blood I), a story
that you will NEVER forget.

Also extremely good:

"The Midnight Meat Train"	(Books of Blood I)
"Sex, Death and Starshine"	(Books of Blood I)
"The Skins of the Fathers"	(Books of Blood II)
"New Murders in the Rue Morgue"	(Books of Blood II)

I really didn't find anything spectacular in _Books of Blood III_ .  And
for those interested in the ultimate aphrodisiac (very strong stomach
required) :

"The Age of Desire"		(The Inhuman Condition)

(Warning: the sex scenes are REALLY intense).

Al von Ruff
Motorola Microcomputer Division
Urbana Design Center
1101 East University Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801 USA
avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 18:15:30 GMT
From: bljones@denitqm.ecte.uswc.uswest.com (Brent L. Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Blaylock Story

If you like Blaylock, might want to check out his latest offering: a long
story/short novella called "Doughnuts," I believe. Published by a small
press (Seals), so might be a bit expensive for a casual fan. Supposed to be
in the "old" Blaylock style, i.e. goofy and eccentric, as opposed to the
more mainstream "Night Relics" style. I've got mine on order and can't wait
to get it.

You can order it, or find more about it, through Mark V. Ziesing,
bookseller, at the following address:

PO Box 76
Shingletown, CA 96088
(916) 474 1580

I have no affiliation with Ziesing other than being a loyal, satisfied
customer who is constantly impressed with what a great guy he is. But if
you contact him, mention that I sent you. He also sells all sorts of great,
hard-to-find SF and fantasy books, as well as counter-culture, underground,
etc..

Brent L. Jones
U S WEST Technologies
Denver CO
bljones@denitqm.ecte.uswc.uswest.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 21:53:39 GMT
From: steinly@topaz.ucsc.edu (Steinn Sigurdsson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review of GLORY SEASON by David Brin

Recently e-talked to David. He's 2/3 of the way through the next Uplift
book, he's offered to reveal the plot to people on at least three different
occasions - I and most of the people I know refused to hear it, vehemently,
although I understand some have now accepted the burden ;-)

Oh, and "Brightness Reef" is no longer the title :-), that is now going to
be the next Uplift book after that!

Steinn Sigurdsson
Lick Observatory
steinly@lick.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 01:31:38 GMT
From: terman@rossi.astro.nwu.edu (James Terman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review of GLORY SEASON by David Brin

Maybe as the person who wrote the review, I should make my meaning more
clear.  I was NOT criticizing David Brin! I was merely commenting that the
downside of establishing a popular series (the upside no doubt being
professional pride and the money involved), is that the fans do want to
read anything else.  Arthur Conan Doyle is probably the most famous case of
this predictiment.

David Brin has said many times that although he loves the Uplift series and
intends to do many stories in it (fine with me!), he wants to write two
non-uplift books for every uplift book he writes. In the introduction to
the review I was merely expressing concern that his non-Uplift books might
get neglected by disappointed Uplift-War fans.

I didn't think that there might be the opposite: those who want Brin to end
the series and solve the mystery. I suppose there is something to be said
for this, but I happen to think the Uplift universe is so interesting and
rich that he writes stories in it for a long time. For that reason, I
heartily endorse his policy; I wouldn't him to get bored and stop writing
Uplift stories.

A story I head from Spider Robinson at a con makes clear that it is not
just the fans who demand more stories. After Robinson wrote Callahan's
Secret, his publisher called him up and wanted to know when he would write
another Callahan story. Robinson remined them that at the end of Callahan's
Secret he blows up the bar with a pony a-bomb. His publisher said that he
was aware of that, but when was he going to write another Callahan story.
Robinson then mentioned that he was working on stories about Callahan's
wife who ran a brothel in Brooklyn. The publisher asked if they could
include Callahan in the title. Robinson said yes, the publisher said fine
and Callahan's Lady was born!

James L. Terman
terman@holmes.astro.nwu.edu
terman@ossenu.astro.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 19:04:58 GMT
From: coen841@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Coen Mark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Talismans of Shannara

Phillip Carter (carter@phoenix.cs.uga.edu) wrote:
>What do you people think of the second Shannara series by Terry Brooks?
>And the latest book, _Talismans of Shannara_ in particular?

   I have always been a fan of Brooks since I first read "Sword" and I
usually like everything he does.  The exception is _Talismans_.  I really
liked the second series all the way through the first three books except it
didn't really feel like the first series.  I kept wanting more information
on the other characters throughout the books instead of having to wait for
the next book to find out where they were and what they were doing.  The
bitch (sorry, complaint) I have against _Talismans_ is that it wasn't
really needed.  Everything that happens could easily have been incorporated
into the other three books.  I don't believe this is a spoiler but the
entire book is simply chase scenes and rescues, four total I believe.  It
was like watching a bad car thief movie.  I still like Brooks as a writer
and I plan on buying _The Tanglewood Box_ as soon as it comes out but I was
really disappointed in _Talismans_.

Mark K Coen

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 20:03:50 GMT
From: delong@delong.usafa.af.mil
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Talismans of Shannara  [Hugh C. De Long]

The Tangle Box will be out in May 94.

Hugh

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 17:39:19 GMT
From: salvav@cii3116-22.its.rpi.edu (Vito Salvaggio)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Talismans of Shannara

I went to a book signing for _The Elf Queen of Shannara_ just after it came
out.  TB said that after he finished this series (Heritage) he planned on
doing three more books in the Landover world and then *Two (2) more
Shannara books*.

Vito Salvaggio
salvav@rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 15:03:30 GMT
From: gfullerton@twics.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Terry Brooks

>I'd like to see Brooks publish something fresh and new.  I enjoyed the
>Shannara and Landover books, but I think it's time to move on.  As far as
>the second series, I was mostly disappointed.  I read the first series
>more than 10 years ago and remember more about those books than I do the
>more recent installments.

I first Shannara book was the first fantasy book I ever read, and it is
what first got me interested in reading fantasy.  I think it was one of the
best fantasy books I have ever read, but I agree that Brooks has written
this seris out.  I think he needs to change to something new.  The new
series wasn't very good, and it didn't seem to go anywhere new.

Greg
gfullerton@twics.co.jp

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 15:19:34 GMT
From: eahg138@rigel.oac.uci.edu (Marty Kagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust:  500 Years After

I don't know if anyone else has finished reading 500 Years After yet.  It
was fabulous, I thought.  I've been waiting a decade for the story behind
Adron's Disaster!  I don't mean this to be a complaint or a criticism, but
did anyone else catch the typos on page 355?  Twice he refers to Aerich
when he means Adron (which is ironic after the author's prior apology for
the confusion surrounding Aerich, Adron, and Aliera).  I wonder why the
editors didn't catch it.

Ah well, a minor problem in perspective.  Hopefully it'll get corrected for
the paperback version.

My other question was about the reference to Devera in the afterword.
Confused the heck out of me.  Any ideas?  Anyone disagree with my glowing
review?

Marty Kagan
eahg138@rigel.oac.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 22:15:24 GMT
From: lak@world.std.com (Larry A Keber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  500 Years After

One thing that bothers me is that in Jhereg, Aliera tells Vlad about the
Dragon-Jhereg war which happened just before Adron's Disaster. Yet in 500
Years After, thre is no mention of it (that I saw, anyway...)

Larry Keber
lak@world.std.com
decvax!safety!talon!lak

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 01:32:26 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After

eahg138@rigel.oac.uci.edu (Marty Kagan) writes:
>I don't mean this to be a complaint or a criticism, but did anyone else
>catch the typos on page 355?  Twice he refers to Aerich when he means
>Adron (which is ironic after the author's prior apology for the confusion
>surrounding Aerich, Adron, and Aliera).  I wonder why the editors didn't
>catch it.

The editors didn't catch it because (technical publishing talk coming up -
wait for it) We Screwed Up.  There are a few other glitches, too, like
Khaavren's servant going missing from the dramatis personae.  Very much to
be expected with a book of this size and complexity and to be expected that
readers will catch us on them.

Oddly, I'm posting this from Steve Brust's living room, where I've been
reading the manuscript of ORCA.  My my.  What Our Steve is doing.  My.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Bujold (5 msgs) & Bull & Card (5 msgs) &
                     Cherryh & de Lint (2 msgs) & 
                     Friesner (2 msgs) & Gibson

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 19:07:25 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

<CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>Oh, by the way, did anyone notice the off-hand way that Count Vorkosigan
>mentions Count Vorhalas as a candidate for the PMship? Gee, things seem to
>have mellowed since that first Dendarii incident...
 
It *could* be the heir, name changed to match the title, since I think
Count Vorhalas is pretty much Aral's age.  But the end of :Warrior's
Apprentice: makes it pretty clear that the old feud is being abandoned, and
Aral got along very well with the Vorhalas family before the feud - both
families are in the 'loyalty and honour' Old Vor faction.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 04:03:54 GMT
From: mcdaniel@convex.com (Tim McDaniel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

Major SPOILER info (well, it was when Bujold mentioned it two years ago):

I heard Bujold speak at a con a couple of years ago.  She was planning at
least three more Miles books: what is now Mirror Dance, "Miles gets a job",
and "Miles gets married".  I objected that Miles already has too many jobs,
and she reworded it as "Miles settles on one job".  That's when Simon
Illyan's biochip gives out and Miles is picked as the new head of ImpSec
... two days before Emperor Gregor's wedding ...

"Miles gets married" occurs when Miles is getting mildly (more) schizo, and
starts hanging around in Barrayaran spaceport bars as "Admiral Naismith"
looking for a job.  Rebels take him seriously and hire him to overthrow the
Barrayaran government (and doubtless kill the head of ImpSec while he's at
it).  Miles falls in love with one of the rebels, and tries to keep her and
them safe and out of trouble while doing what's necessary to look like
their employee, while remaining loyal to the Imperium, and while trying to
stay out of the suspicions of his own security system.

Of course, Bujold also said then that at the end of Mirror Dance, Mark was
going to end up off Barrayar - perhaps Beta.

A note on Mark after "Mirror Dance": isn't Miles' cover story blown all to
hell now?  After "Brothers in Arms", the Cetagandans thought that they had
proof that Miles Vorkosigan and Miles Naismith were two different people.
It's going to be obvious that Mark is not Naismith.  To continue believing
the cover, the Cetagandans would have to believe in *two* clones of Miles
Vorkosigan.

Tim McDaniel
Convex Computer Corporation
Richardson, TX
mcdaniel@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 04:53:16 GMT
From: matt@physics2.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

mcdaniel@convex.com (Tim McDaniel) writes:
> A note on Mark after "Mirror Dance": isn't Miles' cover story blown all
> to hell now?  After "Brothers in Arms", the Cetagandans thought that they
> had proof that Miles Vorkosigan and Miles Naismith were two different
> people.  It's going to be obvious that Mark is not Naismith.  To continue
> believing the cover, the Cetagandans would have to believe in *two*
> clones of Miles Vorkosigan.

Given that the Jacksonians believe in two clones, what's so implausible
about the Cetagandans believing the same thing?

At this point, the whole situation with who is and isn't a clone, and just
how good the evidence is that any two of the three are actually distinct
people, is hopelessly confused: an outside observer can easily be forgiven
for getting a bit mixed up.

And, after all, if the two-clone theory might seem slightly implausible,
consider how absurd the alternative theory is: that a junior Barrayaran
officer, who comes from an extremely important family, is endangering
himself and running around space like a lunatic and pretending to be a
mercenary.

Matthew Austern
matt@physics.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 05:47:14 GMT
From: mce@halcyon.com (Brian McElhinney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus structure?

mcdaniel@convex.com (Tim McDaniel) wrote:
> A note on Mark after "Mirror Dance": isn't Miles' cover story blown all
> to hell now?  After "Brothers in Arms", the Cetagandans thought that they
> had proof that Miles Vorkosigan and Miles Naismith were two different
> people.  It's going to be obvious that Mark is not Naismith.

I thought just the opposite: this backs up the story completely.  Mark's no
longer a drop-in replacement, but he's still a clone and the resemblance
should remain obvious.  Besides, Mark's weight gain itself has a very easy
(and accurate!) explanation.

So everything's fine, until it becomes obvious that Mark is not Admiral
Naismith.

> To continue believing the cover, the Cetagandans would have to believe in
> *two* clones of Miles Vorkosigan.

I wouldn't be too surprised to find the Cetagandan's are *very* confused -
because they really do have their own clone!  OK, this may be a bit over
the top, even for net speculation, but it has a certain irony that appeals
to me...

Brian McElhinney
mce@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 12:24:23 GMT
From: CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu (The Fool Eternal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus str.?

>Hmm, while it might be a bit confusing to outsiders, it really shouldn't
>take anybody interested in things Barrayaran very long to add two and two
>together .. since two persons (one "Admiral naismith" and one "Bharaputra
>clone") depart Jackson's Whole on the same ship and two identical persons
>(one "Lord Miles Vorkosigan" and one "Lord Mark Vorkosigan") are later
>seen at a high-class Barrayaran public ball.  Even if the ship didn't head
>straight for Barrayar, the timetable is right and "Mark Vorkosigan" also
>happens to be in possesion of money that can be presumably easily traced
>to the credit chit Baron Fell gave to one "Bharaputra clone" .. so even
>the most incompetent 'deputy military attache' at any of the galactic
>embassies in Vorbarr Sultana should have seen the light by now. I'm really
>interested in how Bujold plans to continue the series .. she didn't leave
>herself a lot of space if she wanted to continue the Miles
>Vorkosigan/Naismith scam.

Two clones leaving Jackson's Whole (in the midst of bloodshed and political
chaos) seen mostly by their own people, or by the Duronas (who are,
effectively, Mark's people now, whether the world knows it or not), or by a
few people in the employ of Fell. It's going to take some time for the
Fell-information to spread, and even then, the clones were in pretty bad
shape, one a cryo-corpse, the other a bloated subject of torture. Not
easily identifiable as any of the three.  Secondly, they were going through
Escobar, not Komarr. Their trail would presumably disappear there, leaving
no connection.  Thirdly, the Winterfair was presumably several months after
they had returned, given the recovery of the three Vorkosigans.

The biggest problem would be the existence of the Jacksonian brother as
"Lord Mark Vorkosigan", instead of the Dendarii brother. Why the
Vorkosigans would have accepted him as the second heir would probably keep
observers spinning for months to years afterwards. Where does the little
Admiral come into the family? Given "Admiral Naismith"'s comments at the
end of _Brothers in Arms_, it might be concluded, at least by the
Centagendans, that there is some sort of family feud there, that is absent
in the case of the Jacksonian brotheer.

Mitch Hagmaier
Quest Laboratories
H.R. Division     

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 22:59:43 GMT
From: schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu (Christina Schulman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: FINDER by Emma Bull

   _Finder_, Emma Bull's latest novel, is set in the shared world of the
Borderlands, a city where Faerie and the "real" World overlap with
decidedly sordid but entertaining results.  Like Steven Gould's _Jumper_
and Crawford Killian's _Lifter_ (see a trend here?), _Finder_ is about a
young man with a nifty but inexplicable power.  Orient, a human runaway,
finds missing things.

   When a local drug dealer is murdered, the police hire Orient to help
them track down the murderer, who is presumably also the source of a new
drug that transforms humans into twisted parodies of Elves.  Apparently the
police usually don't care about recreational drug use, but the humans who
take this new drug invariably sicken and die. With the help of his Elven
partner Tick-Tick and the tough-but-predictably- sensitive cop Sunny Rico,
Orient wanders around the seedier bits of Bordertown, searching for the
drug manufacturers while trying to avoid being blown to pieces.

   _Finder_ is really just a whodunnit with fantasy trappings, but Orient's
finding ability is quite an entertaining plot device.  The narration is
clever, the dialogue is witty, and even minor characters have a sense of
depth and history.  (Of course, this is a shared world, and I haven't read
any of the previous Borderlands stories, so many of these minor characters
have probably been extensively developed elsewhere.)  I found Sunny Rico to
be rather predictable and unoriginal, but Tick-Tick is one of the most
charming fictional characters I've run across in a long time.  The first
half of this book is fast and amusing.

   There's a back-cover blurb from Pamela Dean that warns you that this
book "will sneak up on you and break your heart."  She ain't kidding.  The
second half of _Finder_ is still clever, but I give it 3 Kivrins on a 4
Kivrin scale for depressing endings.  The gloom isn't gratuitous, and it
isn't there to build character through angst, but you won't leave this book
with a warm fuzzy feeling.

   Read it anyway, especially if you liked Emma Bull's previous novels.
It's more coherent than _War for the Oaks_, and less grim than _Bone
Dance_.  There's a luscious breakfast recipe.  (Do you have to be an
accomplished cook to join the PJF?)  It even has a lovely cover.

Author:     Bull, Emma
Title:      Finder
Publisher:  Tor
City:       New York
Date:       February 1994
Order Info: ISBN 0-312-85418-8
Pages:      317 pp.
Series:     A novel of the Borderlands
Comments:   hardback, US $21.95

Christina Schulman
Pittsburgh NMR Institute                 
schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu
schulman@clarity.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 23:31:25 GMT
From: joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: OSC Begins Another Series

shsilver@INDIANA.EDU (shsilver) writes:
>The Upcoming collaboration between Orson Scott Card and Kathryn H Kidd,
>Lovelock (Tor, July 1994) is the beginning of yet another series, called
>the Mayflower Trilogy.

Looks like OSC has blocked on the Alvin Maker series yet again.

joe@zikzak.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 16:41:09 GMT
From: millerbe@bohr.physics.purdue.edu (Barry E. Miller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card: Ender's Game

I just picked up and read Orson Scott Card's "Ender's Game" last Wednesday.
It was awesome.  I had to run out and buy the next two the following day.
I just finished "Xenocide" yesterday.  I enjoyed all three books immensely,
but I did not that the third didn't seem as enjoyable as the first two.

How is Card's other work in comparison to these?  What should I read next?

Barry Miller
millerbe@physics.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 17:21:41 GMT
From: RAH12@psuvm.psu.edu (Roger A. Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: OSC Begins Another Series

joe@zikzak.apana.org.au (Joe Slater) says:
>Looks like OSC has blocked on the Alvin Maker series yet again.

Well, according to OSC's newsletter _Hatrack River News_, he is now under
contract to TOR to complete _Alvin Journeyman_ by Dec. 1, 1994, and _Master
Alvin_ by Dec. 1, 1995.  (In addition to all the other stuff he's listed as
having to write.  His house must be busy as a beehive, heh heh.)

Roger A. Hunt
rah12@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 22:26:06 GMT
From: johnjohn@cco.caltech.edu (John Carlos White)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: Ender's Game

millerbe@bohr.physics.purdue.edu (Barry E. Miller) writes:
>How is Card's other work in comparison to these?  What should I read next?

I recently read the Chronicles of Alvin Maker (Seventh Son, Red Prophet,
Prentice Alvin) which were all very enjoyable, and well written.  I put off
reading them since the "historical America" thing put me off.  When I
finally sat down and read them, however, I was pleasantly suprised.  The
series in unfinished, as far as I know.

John White
johnjohn@unholy1.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 22:27:42 GMT
From: jhansen@moe.coe.uga.edu (Jon Michael Hansen I.T.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: O.S. Card

Caryl@issolutions.co.uk (Caryl Takvorian) writes:
>I really appreciate O.S. Card and I can only hope that he is not going to
>fall for the current trend of writing endless sequels to one's work like
>Eddings, Brooks, Donaldson, ... (it's not an attack against any author,
>just the names that come to my mind, IMHO).

Caryl, I wouldn't be too worried about this if I were you.  Card is in the
position of having his legions of fans plead with him to continue the
series and put us out our misery (so to speak).  However: it just hasn't
happened.  Prentice Alvin came out in 1989, five years ago.  He's been
saying he'll work on a sequal, but I just saw he's contracted to write
another series with someone else (whose name escapes me).  Meanwhile he's
still working on Memory of Earth (a five book series, of which he's
finished three.)

Orson Scott Card?  Grind a series into the ground just for filthy profit?
Never happen.  He's too busy making money writing original stuff.

Jon Hansen
jhansen@moe.coe.uga.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 00:32:05 GMT
From: jlr@world.std.com (John L Redford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cherryh, Wave Without a Shore

A good note on an excellent novel!  Unfortunately, it's hard to find these
days.  Most of Cherryh's books are about the interaction with the alien,
but here's where she comes out and says /why/ the alien is critical to
growth and thought.

John Redford
jlr@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 01:14:09 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

skunk@pegasus.rutgers.edu (Stripey) wrote:
> These are some de Lint books I have but have not yet read... I believe
> they are in the same realm as "Moonheart"
> 
> Westlin Wind (Axolotl Press, 1989)
> Ghostwood (Axolotl Press, 1990)
> I believe there was also a book called "Ascian In Rose" published by the
> same press (which is part of Pulphouse magazine) in 1988.

These have all been reprinted in a single edition by Tor Books under the
title 	SPIRIT WALK I believe.  It is now available in paperback.

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 02:18:50 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

u5x58@LFHT1.HSO.LINK.COM (Paula Berman) wrote:
> I think you all forgot one: The Dreaming Place (not entirely sure of
> title) - a short novel I've seen only in hardback - explores the
> interplay between two teenage cousins, lots of Native American and some
> Cornish mythology.  Maybe not up to Moonheart, Yarrow, or Spiritwalk, but
> worth the hardback price anyway.  Probably also useful if you have a
> young adult-type around you'd like to turn on to de Lint, or mythological
> fantasy in general.

It's out in paperback now.  I don't recall the publisher, however.  I know
Tor is putting out a lot of his stuff now, but I don't think they did
Dreaming Place, though I could be mistaken (my copy is at home right now).

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 03:56:42 GMT
From: st923058@pip.cc.brandeis.edu (Jessica Raine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Cool series

	Over break I got re-hooked on Esther Friesner's Tim Desmond: Grand
and Puissant Champion of the Fey trilogy. Anyone want to discuss these?
Email or post.

Jessica Raine
st923058@pip.cc.brandeis.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 02:00:31 GMT
From: ee@star.qmw.ac.uk (Frossie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cool series

Read the first two books in the Friesner trilogy. Very amusing, if not
necessary outright hilarious. The first book was worth it just for the
sheer audacity that must have been required in order to write a pivotal
scene in a fantasy novel that contained the sentence "The crystals cannae
take much more of this !".

<chuckle>

Frossie
ee@star.qmw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 14:57:24 GMT
From: bjork@badlands.nodak.edu (Patrick B Bjork)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gibson

JDUDLEY@ksuvxa.kent.edu (Joe Dudley) writes:
> Has anyone read William Gibson's newest novel, _Virtual Light_?  

  I've read _Virtual Light_ (twice), and I, too, found it somewhat
disappointing. For me, the disappointment rests in Gibson's prose. Unlike
the frentic quality of his other works, the prose in _Virtual Light_seems
to bog down. I still believe, however, that even a lesser Gibson novel is
better than no novel at all.

Patrick Bjork
Bismarck State College
bjork@badlands.nodak.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Haldeman (2 msgs) & Laurell Hamilton &
                      Harrison (2 msgs) & Kay (4 msgs) & 
                      Kennealy & Lawhead & May & 
                      McKiernan (2 msgs) & Morris (2 msgs) & 
                      Palmer & Powers

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 15:20:09 GMT
From: sullivan@spsd630a.erim.org (Richard Sullivan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Haldeman's "Buying Time" (was Re: Haldeman's "Forever War")

>Unfortunately, with this book [The Forever War], Haldeman seems to have
>said all that he has to say.  While his writing skills are second to none,
>his other work seems to be short on ideas sufficient to hold my interest.

The life extension technology in Buying Time was one of the most
interesting idea's I've seen in a while.  In my experience, life extension
in science fiction is always the result of some big breakthrough or simple
to apply technique (like boosterspice or nanomachines) and not the result
of a long and tedious series of incremental medical advances with
procedures to match.  This seems more believable, somehow.

Is there another author whose vision of this type of technological
immortality predates Haldeman's?

Richard

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 15:55:44 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Haldeman's "Buying Time" was Re: Haldeman's "Forever War"

sullivan@spsd630a.erim.org (Richard Sullivan) writes:
>Is there another author whose vision of this type of technological
>immortality predates Haldeman's?

In James Schmitz' _The Demon Breed_ (1968) one of the characters is
involved in life-extension research of the kind you describe.  He comments
that a lot of people fail to live as long as they could because they don't
have the self-discipline to keep up with the treatments and follow the
latest research.

Seems more plausible to me, too - a lot of things happen to aging humans,
and a cure for age seems about as likely as a (single) cure for cancer.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 02:07:27 GMT
From: lnh@soliton.physics.arizona.edu (sometimes a Wombat)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GUILTY PLEASURES

RCTST2@vms.cis.pitt.edu () wrote:
> In short, a very cool first volume in what must become a series.

Good guess.  The sequel, THE LAUGHING CORPSE, comes out this summer, and a
third book, THE VILLAGE OF THE DAMNED, next year.

Larry Hammer
LNH@physics.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 19:31:04 GMT
From: revans@vmark.com (Robbin Evans)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Slippery Jim

rcw2@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (RYAN C WALLACE) writes:
>I read that there's a new Stainless Steel Rat book out there.  
>
>By the by, what is it called?

I saw it yesterday at Borders' - it's called _The Stainless Steel Rat
Sings The Blues_ Seems he's playing with a band as a cover while he has 30
days to recover some artifact and save a planet, before he dies of poison
injected in his system by the 'authorities'.  Or so I gathered from the
dust jacket on the book....

Robbin
revans@vmark.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 18:20:51 GMT
From: coen841@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Coen Mark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

Michael Lerner (as232@cleveland.Freenet.Edu) wrote:
>Anyone with an opinion on when to stop?

   I liked all the SSR stories and books as well as other Harry Harrison
novels.  I don't think any one has mentioned _A Rebel In Time_ which is
about time traveling back to the Civil War.  Also the _Technicolor Time
Machine_ is a good one about movie execs who travel back to Old Norse times
to save money on sets and actors.  I think the best SSR novel was _SSR
Saves the World_.  Harrison has to be one of the best when it comes to time
paradoxes and explaining them.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 21:59:06 GMT
From: jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Book Review - Tigana

oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel) writes:
>>    Anyone disagree with Danny's view on the latest Kay novel?
>I'd disagree with the use of "disappointing" to describe it...

I haven't even been able to finish it...

>My opinion was that _A Song for Arbonne_ had basically smoothed the rough
>edges off of the style used in _Tigana._ The book seemed, at least to me,
>to be a bit more structured, and less haphazard in spots (there are a few
>events in _Tigana_ that seem to me to just be thrown in, for no clear
>reason...).

I don't know if I'd agree with that, unless the rough edges to which you
refer are what made me thought that _Tigana_ was such a great novel.  I
confess, I loved _Tigana_.  I thought the basic conflict, "Who would I
rather be conquered by?" was interesting enough, and I thought that Kay's
choice for evils, in Alberico and Brand were inspired.

But now, in _Arbonne_ I'm only a few chapters in, and I can't seem to read
any more.  It bores me.  I don't really care about the characters.  I can't
find any basic flaw in the Arbonne people (except that they're complacent
and goofy in my eyes) and I can't find one redeeming quality in either the
Gorhaut culture or the King of Gorhaut (I forget his name.)  It's a major
let down from _Tigana_, where the good guys had their flaws (Alessan's
binding of the mage, for example) and the bad guys had their good points.

Hoo hah, how interesting.

Does it, in fact, get better?

John S. Novak, III      
jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu
jsn@camelot.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 22:57:40 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Book Review - Tigana

Chad C. D'Amour Orzel <oilcan@wam.umd.edu> wrote:
>My opinion was that _A Song for Arbonne_ had basically smoothed the rough
>edges off of the style used in _Tigana._ The book seemed, at least to me,
>to be a bit more structured, and less haphazard in spots (there are a few
>events in _Tigana_ that seem to me to just be thrown in, for no clear
>reason...).

Yes, it was smoother and more structured but, it was also less inventive,
less creative.

>The prose is a bit more... abstracted- there's more distance between the
>reader and the character than in _Tigana,_ so it doesn't have quite the
>same emotional impact.

"Abstracted" is also right on the money - this is a "cooler" book in terms
of emotional coloration than TIGANA. I suspect that this coolness, and the
distance between the reader and the characters that you noted, results from
the author's lack of involvement with SONG; at least in my case, it
followed that the reader was also less involved.

>Also, a bit more care is taken to hide the nasty side of the characters
>behind a veil of chivalry (or some such...), leading to the "just too
>nice" criticism above.

For me, the problem wasn't that the villains were too nice; it was that
they weren't _real_ enough. The bad guys in SONG for ARBONNE seem to be
cardboard cutout run-of-the-mill politically incorrect misogynists.  And
indeed, misogyny seems to pretty much exhaust their repertoire of
motivations.

>I can't see saying "nothing much happens" or any lack of tragedy and/ or
>conflict in the book, though. YMMV.

Sure, things "happen" - there's plot action. But what tragedy is there in
SONG for ARBONNE? Is there anything that remotely compares to Dianora's
fate in TIGANA?

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 12:35:42 GMT
From: ee@star.qmw.ac.uk (Frossie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Book Review - Tigana

Synchronicity being what it is (or is something always happening to someone
somewhere on the net ???) I just finished A Song for Arbonne.  In one
sitting. I started it at midnight and finished it around 8 am this morning.
I guess there's no accounting for taste - I thought it was a great read and
that it compared extremely well with Tigana. I guess Tigana had that very
strong and unusual premise of the erased national identity, which to some
extent made it seem more "profound" to me. Still, I cared for the
characters in ASFA no less, and thought the juxtaposition of the two
societies (Arbonne and unpronouncable northern one) was well made.

Frossie
ee@star.qmw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 20:53:57 GMT
From: jdnicoll@engrg.uwo.ca (James Nicoll + Jasmine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Book Review - Tigana

John Novak <jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu> wrote:
>But now, in _Arbonne_ I'm only a few chapters in, and I can't seem to read
>any more.  It bores me.  I don't really care about the characters.  I
>can't find any basic flaw in the Arbonne people (except that they're
>complacent and goofy in my eyes) and

   The folks from Arbonne are saddled with that absurd romantic ideal. In a
reasonable culture, that poet at the beginning would have ended up as a
fashionable pair of leather boots.

>I can't find one redeeming quality in either the Gorhaut culture or the
>King of Gorhaut (I forget his name.)

   They *weren't* saddled with that absurd romantic ideal. Unfortunately
they had something worse.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 19:06:07 GMT
From: CHRISTOPH_E@salt.plu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Patricia Kennealy series - new one out?

The series that she wrote that included _Scone_ was called the "Keltiad"
and it is a trilogy (the other two are _The Copper Crown_ and _The Silver
Branch_).  From what I have heard (and it may or may not be true) is that
she is going to write two other trilogies, one based upon Arthur and how he
saved the Keltic people and Brenden, the druid who led the Kelts from
Earth. She has already written the first book in the Arthur series (the
name of which escapes me) and the second book was due out last year (woops,
I guess it is a bit late...)

Erik Christopherson
christoph_e@salt.plu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 21:51:00 GMT
From: ssaunder@fox.nstn.ns.ca ("Steve Saunders & Bev Richardson")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stephen Lawhead

I read some while back on the net a blurb on Stephen Lawhead's Merlin,
Taliesin, and Arthur books. The person said they were unusual. Are they
good? Should I get them?

Steve Saunders and Bev Richardson
Nova Scotia, Canada
ssaunder@fox.nstn.ns.ca

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 17:49:57 GMT
From: schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Diamond Mask -- some first impressions

gkim@CS.Arizona.EDU (Gene Kim) writes:
>I have a horrible feeling that the end of this trilogy (and thereby, the
>entire milieu universe) may prove a bit disappointing.  books.

I quite agree.  "The many colored land" was novel and engaging.  The recent
books are formulaic and shallow.  One reason may be that there is too much
simple wish fulfillment going on, instead of good story telling.  Diamond
mask was especially bad about this, with huge tracts of expository prose by
Rogi outlining all sorts of facts that should have either been explicated
via plot and dialogue or omitted entirely.  The book could have been half
as long and twice as good because of this.  A firm editor would have helped
a lot with that.

Additionally, the whole idea of writing from the viewpoint of the powerful
metas is questionable: John Campbell used to advise writers to keep their
supermen off stage, but May doesn't do that, and once the novelty wears off
(sometime betwen "Nonborn King" and "Adversary", for me), it just gets
silly.  Just have Unifex dub them all Second Stage Lensman From Xanth and
be done already.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 19:50:14 GMT
From: plutchak@lager.geo.brown.edu (Joel Plutchak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: McKiernan and Silver/Iron tower books...

   When the books first came out a few years back, I posted about them,
and was answered (by email) by the author.  If memory serves, he said
he had written a sequel to LOTR, but couldn't get permission to publish
it from the Tolkien estate.  So, he basically wrote a prequel to his
sequel, so the sequel would have a basis to exist (make sense? :).
   I found the first trilogy so jarringly LOTR-ish that it detracted from
my reading of it - my brain was constantly being pulled into comparisons
between it and LOTR.  Never read anything else of his.

Joel Plutchak
Brown University
Planetary Geology

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 01:17:23 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: McKiernan and Silver/Iron tower books...

Yes, the first trilogy does suffer because it is basically a non-actionable
(in the legal sense) rehash of Tolkien to provide a background for the
duology that comes after.  I found them much better, because they had a
more original story.  Basically, they tell of the attempt to retake Moria
after LoTR.  A good story, and a pity he couldn't get permission to use the
Tolkien world.  I think he would have taken much less heat then, rather
than having to rehash LoTR and being called another Tolkien wannabe, which
was not his intention.

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 23:10:51 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Any Janet Morris Fans ?

aland@netcom.com (Alan Deikman) writes:
>Is there anyone who has information on Janet Morris, what she is doing
>these days?  I have read the Dream Dancer and Silistra series, and have
>wondered why they are out of print when they are better than a lot of crud
>that gets printed these days.

Nope, don't have any info.  I did get through recently re-reading the "High
Couch of Silastra" series recently.  and I must say that I would only rate
it somewhere around **- or *+ or therabouts on a **** arbitrary scale.  And
I usually get flamed for being too generous to it.  Or if not flamed, at
least disagreed with.

Anyway here's my own good points/bad points view of the High Couch series:

ObSpoiler Warning:  Could be spoilers here:

Good points: Estri is consistently clueless in a very realistic manner.
She could practically serve as a textook case for the psychology of abusive
relationships (IMO).

Bad points: The 'women as victims, men as violent' theme gets to be more
than a bit much.  (Some people may like this POV, though).  Well, a man was
a victim at least once (he was raped), but it just made him mean/meaner.
And Estri (consistent with her psychology) liked him the better for it
(i.e.  for being abusive) though later she found someone even more abusive
(at which point she decided she liked _him_ even better, somewhat
unsurprsingly).

Middling points:

A lot of the book(s) consist of Estri's pursuit of her 'love' of the man
she picked who was the most abusive to her.  She bemoans her pursuit
several times (or at least the result of it), but never really recognizes
her actual problems.  [See: Good points :-)].

Lots of kinky S&M type sex and stuff.  Various domination themes.

I thought that the initial premise of prostitution being a position of
respect had some potential, but that Morris' pursuit of Estri's emotional
problems made it a throw-away rather than a serious theme in its own right,
which was a bit of a pity.  (A friend of mine had a similar reaction - it
may be even that I picked this idea up from him).

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 15:33:44 GMT
From: hawk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Robyn Goldstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Any Janet Morris Fans ?

Bronis Vidugiris <bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com> wrote:
>The Thieves World stuff was pretty good, though - I don't recall the
>details anymore, unlike the others I haven't read/re-read it recently.
>I'm not sure what characters/stories were Morris anymore - I am thinking
>she wrote many of the Tempus stories, but I'm not positive.

Janet Morris wrote the majority of the Tempus stories along with the Chenya
(sp?) stories and the stories involving the Stepsons and the 3rd Commando
(I believe this was the name of the group.)

hawk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 18:34:11 GMT
From: jbayliss@mondrian.csufresno.edu (Jessica Bayliss)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What happened to David Palmer?

  Does anyone know whatever happened to David Palmer? He wrote the SF book
"Emergence" and another book (that was supposed to have a sequel, but never
did).

  I'd like to know if he published any more books or if he's written under
a different pseudonym because I enjoy his writing.

Please post/email any replies.

Jessica
jessica@satyrs.engr.csufresno.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 15:39:34 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tim Powers; what's he doing next?

The early Axolotl books are long out of print.  _Night Moves_ and _The Way
Down the Hill_ are good reads though.  Powers also has another short piece
he wrote with James P. Blaylock called _The Better Boy_.  I believe that
all of Powers' scant volume of short-fiction was published in magazines.
You might have an easier time finding and paying for those versions.  The
Axolotl versions can be obtained from booksellers, but you'll pay a large
quantity of cash to get them. (All were signed-limited editions.)

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Powers (2 msgs) & Rawn (2 msgs) & Resnick &
                    Rosenblum & Shetterly & Simmons & Spinrad
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Date: 7 Apr 94 18:39:39 GMT
From: manderse@nmsu.edu (Mark Andersen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tim Powers; what's he doing next?

I also enjoyed _Dinner at Deviant's Palace_. It is, of course, not as good
as _The Anubis Gates_, but not much is, in my opinion.

I'm currently reading _The Drawing of the Dark_, and it reminds me a lot of
the Robert Asprin books I steal from my kids when I run out of other stuff
to read. I keep expecting Skeeve and Aahz to show. They might as well,
everyone else does.

As far as the title is concerned, I was several pages into the book before
I realized that one of the title's multiple entendres was

SPOILER

a reference to beer.

Dr. Mark Andersen
Assistant Professor
Department of Fishery and Wildlife Sciences
New Mexico State University
Las Cruces, NM 88003-0003
manderse@nmsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 04:42:41 GMT
From: richbrandt@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tim Powers 

bljones@denitqm.ecte.uswc.uswest.com (Brent L. Jones) wrote:
>Epitaph in Rust, Forsake the Sky, and The Drawing of the Dark all rank in
>my mind as some of the worst early fiction by a later big name I've ever
>read. 

Forsake the Sky is actually a rewrite of (and thus marginally superior to)
his Laser Books novel The Skies Discrowned, which like the other Laser
Books title, Epitaph in Rust, was probably about as awful as you describe.
I wouldn't lump The Drawing of the Dark with those others, though.  As his
first fantasy novel from a real publisher, I thought it was rather
intriguing; its unusual setting (during the Turkish assault on Europe),
authentic-sounding treatment of period warfare, and the smattering of
mythic characters made it an interesting if comparatively minor work.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 10:45:27 GMT
From: snorton@netcom.com (Scott Norton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

Dawn Marie Neuhart (dn1g+@andrew.cmu.edu) wrote:
>Can't wait till Exiles comes out.  Does anyone know if it's in the same
>world or using some of the same characters as the other ones?  I want to
>see what happens with Rislyn and ??? (i can't believe I forgot her name.
>the other twin, Pol's daughter?)

   I am pretty sure that EXILES will be science fiction, not fantasy, and
am afraid that Melanie Rawn will not be returning to the world of Dragon
Prince for a long time - based on things she said at Con-Dor last month.
There is a danger that a readership will never let an author do anything
else, and I think that Ms. Rawn wants to write something a bit different,
for awhile at least.  As others have said during this thread, she has a
tremendous imagination, and I will read just about anything she wants to
write about.

Scott Norton		
snorton@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 17:21:29 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

Scott Norton@netcom.com writes:
>I am pretty sure that EXILES will be science fiction, not fantasy, and am
>afraid that Melanie Rawn will not be returning to the world of Dragon
>Prince for a long time - based on things she said at Con-Dor last month.

I'm glad to hear it. I *liked* the Dragon books. But another trilogy would
be grinding into a rut. Enough promising writers have fallen into that
gaping maw.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 15:18:35 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Mike Resnick:Purgatory

Mike Resnick:Purgatory

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

When I looked at the author photo on the dust jacket of _Purgatory_, I was
mildly surprised to find out that Mike Resnick is not black.

This is, I think, a compliment.  Having read a few of his Kirinyaga stories
in Asimov's, and now this book, I find it clear that Resnick has an abiding
interest in Africa, at least, and a very good voice for talking about it.

The subtitle proclaims that the book has to do with a distant world.
Resnick, in his Foreword, notes that this book is about the alien world of
Karimon, certainly not the African nation of Zimbabwe.  Methinks he doth
protest too much.

The book clearly _is_ about Zimbabwe, and Resnick is indirectly apprising
us of this fact.  I don't claim to be an expert on the history of Zimbabwe,
and I suspect that Resnick might have mixed in some other elements of
African history. One section of the book, "Wilcock's Castle", which deals
with the discovery of a buried structure, which archaeologists conclude
could _never_ have been built by these _primitive_ Karimoni, is obviously
about the ruins of Zimbabwe itself.

That said, it's still an engaging story, though I hope anyone who reads it
shakes their head, or something stronger, at the actions of most of the
humans with regard to Karimon and its inhabitants.  "Earthman's Burden"
indeed.

It has been often quoted that if we ever meet a primitive alien race, it
will suffer the same fate as did the African tribes, or Amerinds.  This is
the clearest depiction of it I've seen, although that may be because it's
based on a real-life example in such detail...

It disturbed me and made me vaguely guilty.  And that, I imagine, is what
Resnick was aiming for.

Author:     Resnick, Mike
Title:      Purgatory: A Chronicle of A Distant World
Publisher:  Tor
City:       New York
Date:       March 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-312-85275-4
Pages:      320 pp.
Comments:   Hardcover
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Date: 9 Apr 94 01:57:10 GMT
From: ROBERTS@decus.ca (Rob Slade)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Chimera" by Rosenblum

Random House/Ballantine
101 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10003
or
201 E. 50th St., 31st Floor
New York, NY   10022
212-751-2600
800-733-3000
800-726-0600
"Chimera", Rosenblum, 1993, 0-345-38528-4, US$4.99/CDN$5.99
 
Why the chimera, in mythology, should be considered more fantastic than,
say, the basilisk or griffin, I do not know.  Nonetheless, it has now come
down to us as a synonym for a fantastic mythological or illusory creature
or object.  The last is the obvious referent for the title here; the book
deals, to a major extent, with virtual reality (VR).
 
Presumably the world of Chimera is the not-too-distant future.  It is a
very unappealing world.  For the most part, a massively unemployed
population languishes in welfare-supported urban areas, provided with
substandard food, education and medical care.  Our introduction to this
world is in the Antarctic, where a number of the wealthy elite have built
an enclave under Mount Erebus.  Here they fill their homes with gardens,
deserts and forests crafted for them by virtual reality artists.
 
Most business and even social contact is conducted via virtual reality.
People create Selves which are usually edited versions of their own bodies,
but which can also be selected or even created.  Most business is, of
course, carried out through telecommunications media.
 
Although the action moves reasonably fast, the introduction of characters
is uneven.  We know, early on, from standard foreshadowing, that Anya and
Serafina are important.  For a very large chunk of the book, however, we
learn nothing more.  They are as mysterious to the reader in mid-book as
they are to you, reading this now.  Frustrating, isn't it?  (Rosenblum also
"cheats": having built herself into a series of technical paradoxes that
she cannot resolve, she resorts to magic.  And then abandons it.)
 
The central character is not, initially, very sympathetic.  Her major
characteristics are ambition, greed and anger.  There is an admirable, but
undeveloped, VR artist.  One of the most interesting characters is the
artist's partner/technician.  He is the prototypical hacker: careless of
consequence, intellectually curious and vain about his technical abilities.
Rosenblum is an obvious subscriber to the "hacker as junkie" theory,
although she has tried to design a class of drugs, "kickers", that are an
aid to VR alone.  (Such a "technical" drug would likely have an extremely
limited market.)
 
A comment by one "hacker wannabe" character is interesting.  She is a
cyberpunk, although not in the Gibsonian sense.  Running with a street gang
by day (the punk side), she runs with net hackers in the Net virtual worlds
by night.  Asked about the attraction, she states that on the Net she is a
"someone", and that it was she who made herself a someone on the Net.  This
is quite consistent with the behaviour that we see from a number of young
people through their first few years on the nets (and, to tell the truth,
from many newcomers regardless of age).  On the net you are judged solely
by input, since background often cannot be determined.  However, a great
many who think they have made a name for themselves overestimate their own
importance.  Many such leave the net, or specific discussions, when they
find that their exhortations are not considered gospel by everyone.
 
The technical details are startling both in their fidelity and their
dissonance.  Rosenblum has a nice feel for the social and cultural
activities of the Internet, while tying it to a very costly network system.
Access to market information, which most companies would be eager to
provide for free, is seen as a major cost, while the cost of bandwidth for
transmission of the enormous volumes of information that virtual reality
would require is not considered at all.
 
The person who passed this along for me to review had gotten a third of the
way into it and still didn't understand it.  I suspect there are a few
different factors at work here.  Rosenblum uses the currently popular
technique of "creating" a different world by liberally strewing the text
with made-up jargon.  She has also, however, used two very powerful
emerging technologies.  Some of the concepts are so thoroughly a part of
the story that those unfamiliar with the reality may sometimes find
themselves struggling to understand something that is inherently
impossible.  For example, our initial introduction to Rosenblum's brand of
VR has a user exiting and entering by taking off and putting on lenses and
gloves.  To those who have studied the field, this obviously refers to an
updated version of virtual reality helmets with visual displays and "power
gloves" which allow the program to sense the user's movements.  A reaction
to what could only be a tactile stimulus is explained, several pages later,
by "skinthins," which must be a whole body tactile unit.  (This follows,
however, some passages in which skinthins could very well be protective
clothing against the elements.  And I seriously doubt that even tactile
stimulus could make one oblivious to the fact that one's chair had fallen
over backwards.)  The purpose and structure of these pieces of hardware,
however, would not necessarily be immediately obvious to all readers.
 
In the same way, the creation of doors in walls and walking through into a
completely different environment is a fairly obvious analogy to anyone who
has done a terminal session on a Mac into a UNIX system and then remote
login onto an IBM mainframe.  Otherwise, one could be forgiven for
wondering what was going on.
 
This is not to say that Internauts will be entirely comfortable here
either.  Rosenblum's jargon is iconoclastic.  Nodes are people rather than
computers.  The Net is not the anarchistic but accessible Internet that we
know, it is, rather, a collection of paranoid, pay-per-view commercial
systems where even the hackers have an entrepreneurial bent.  (Oddly,
though, some of the best things in the Net seem to be free.)  This is the
dark side of Internet/ cyberspace/the information superhighway, and is the
vision of those who fear the growing commercial involvement in the
Internet.  The core community of helpful individuals seems to have
disappeared from this Net completely.
 
For those up on the technology, some amusing speculations.  Mostly
interesting in terms of "spot the technical improbability."
 
Title:      Chimera
Author:     Rosenblum
Publisher:  Ballantine
Date:       1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-345-38528-4
Comments:   US$4.99/CDN$5.99
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Date: 2 Apr 94 03:56:42 GMT
From: st923058@pip.cc.brandeis.edu (Jessica Raine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Cool series

   Over break I got hooked on Will Shetterly's Borderlands duology.  Anyone
want to discuss it? Email or post.

Jessica Raine
st923058@pip.cc.brandeis.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 22:41:40 GMT
From: mito@tcp.com (Jee Hoon Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

bdh4@quads.uchicago.edu (David Wren-Hardin) writes:
>So, is Children of the Night just weaker than his other horror ? Has
>anyone else noticed a difference

I enjoyed his Hyperion novels and Carrion Comfort, but I recently read The
Hollow Man. maybe I should stop buying my SF/Fantasy from Vons. :( The
concept had great potential: about the moral and psychological turmoil of a
telepath who can't control his powers.

It's been done before, but as with all good themes is still open to fresh
examination.However, I was expecting more from Simmons than the brisk,
commercial prose I found. Did he need the money?  Or was he experimenting
with a more mainstream style? I don't know, but I do know that the story
read like a supermarket horror novel. Ok, I am a mite biased against
horror, yet Carrion Comfort had ten times the chilling factor and
psychological power compared to the Hollow Man. I haven't read his other
horror books, so I don't know if HM is just a fluke.

What interested me the most about Simmons writing is his flexible style. In
fact, it seemed to me that Hyperion was an exercise in technique. He played
with several major SF prose styles: the first story read like Silverberg
morality fable with its religious overtones, the soldier's tale reminded me
of the Vinge-Brin- Bear school of big scale Hard SF, and the whole Shrike
mystery touched the "Sense of Wonder" in me much the way as classic Clarke
(advanced tech= magic).

Both Dan Simmons and Iain Banks are fascinating if risky reads, both
writers are difficult to pin down in any "catagory" of SF/Fantasy/Main-
stream. When they are good, they're _good_, but once in a while...  I
loved the Player of Games by Banks, but his Use of Weapons was practically
unreadable.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 15:20:05 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Norman Spinrad:Deus X

Norman Spinrad:Deus X

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey  [some spoilers]

I haven't read a lot of Norman Spinrad.  That last thing I read by him, I
believe, was a novella called "World War Last" in Asimov's a few years
back, which was an incredibly heavy-handed satire on the Cold War and the
U.S.A.'s role in it.  I wasn't that impressed with it, but then I've
discovered a low tolerance in myself for heavy-handed satire.  In the
Author's Notes at the back, it includes as accolades:

   Spinrad's novel about Adolf Hitler, _The Iron Dream_, was
   banned in Germany for seven years, and _Bug Jack Barron_, his
   controversial novel about presidential politics and the power
   of televisin, was denounced on the floor of the British
   Parliament.

So, after that, _Deus X_ was a pleasant surprise.  It's not heavy-handed at
all.  It deals sensitively with the spiritual issue: does an electronic
replica of a personality(called a "successor entity")have a soul?

The Catholic Church of the time is very concerned with this question,
because its current anti-successor-entity position is losing it worshippers
in droves; the ecology is going to hell, and some people would rather live
in computer simulation than in the real world.  They are desirable of
finding out for sure.

Father Pierre De Leone is dying.  He is of the near-unshakeable opinion
that successor entities do _not_ have souls, and that they are therefore a
temptation of Satan.  So Pope Mary I considers him the best candidate to
discover the truth by making a successor entity of him, and attempting to
convince it that it has a soul.

Marley Philippe is a net jockey called in when Father De Leone's simulacrum
disappears mysteriously.  It has somehow been spirited away to The Other
Side, where the more mysterious entities dwelling on the Net live...  And
he eventually ends up having to convince Father De Leone that he _does_
have a soul.

Spinrad isn't out to bash religion here.  He treats it with sensitivity,
not just pointing and laughing.  And he deals seriously with the issues he
raises.  Expecting to have to slog through it, instead I only needed an
evening and a morning to get through it.  Short, fast-paced, and yet deeply
thoughtful.  A difficult combination to achieve, but Spinrad pulls it off.

It may yet show up on my Hugo ballot.

Author:     Spinrad, Norman
Title:      Deus X
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
City:       New York
Date:       January 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-29677-9
Pages:      177 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US$4.99, Can$3.99
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Turtledove (2 msgs) & Vance (14 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 19:37:35 GMT
From: stevek@forum.swarthmore.edu (Stephen Kraisler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Harry Turtledove

I haven't see any messages about Harry Turtledove.  With Guns of the South
and his new trilogy, he has become one of my favorite sci-fi writers.

Steve Kraisler
Mathematics Dept.
Edison High School
Philadelphia, PA 19140
stevek@forum.swarthmore.edu
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Date: 9 Apr 94 15:10:45 GMT
From: shsilver@indiana.edu (shsilver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Harry Turtledove

stevek@FORUM.SWARTHMORE.EDU (Stephen Kraisler) says:
>I haven't see any messages about Harry Turtledove.  With Guns of the South
>and his new trilogy, he has become one of my favorite sci-fi writers.

Actually, WorldWar is not a trilogy, but a tetralogy, made up of four
books: In the Balance, Finding the Balance, Tilting the Balance, and
Upsetting the Balance (not necessarily in that order).

In June, Baen will be publishing Prince of the North, the sequel to Harry's
first two novels, Wereblood & Werenight (recently re-released as
Werenight).  Also in June, Del Rey will be releasing Krispos the Emperor.

In August, Baen will re-release A Different Flesh.  

Other upcoming Turtledove projects are short stories appearing in
collections by Jerry Pournelle, and a short story in a collection by Esther
Friesner.  I imagine the Friesner collection will be Alien Pregnant by
Elvis! and one of the Pournelles will be the upcoming War World collection.
The titles of these short stories include "Drang von Osten", "Next Year in
Jerusalem", "They'd Never--", and "Those Who Lose".

Finally, Turtledove has signed with Tor to write a collaboration novel with
actor Richard Dreyfuss called The Two Georges, although it is too early for
a publication date.

Steven H Silver
Indiana University
shsilver@ucs.indiana.edu
shsilver@iubacs.bitnet  

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 07:12:58 GMT
From: pickrell@netcom.com (Brian Pickrell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Mark T Pitcavage (mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu) wrote:
>Brian Pickrell <pickrell@netcom.com> wrote:
[...]
>>Vance's novel Madouc, third of the Lyonnesse trilogy, was similarly weak
>>in plot.  There's lots of buildup about searching for the Holy Grail,
>>Then the characters go out, ask somebody where it is, and go get it.  Big
>>deal.  [...]  All the bad guys are wiped out, a couple of books' worth of
>>loose ends are tied up (out of the blue), and the surviving characters
>>live happily ever after, all in about thirty pages.
>
>Brian, actually I'm a little surprised you could be disappointed at Madouc
>for not wrapping everything up nicely.  The Lyonesse trilogy had an
>incredibly large number of "threads," going all over the place [...]

My meaning was exactly the opposite.  Most of the threads are tied up TOO
nicely.  I would have preferred to see many of them a) left unresolved, b)
lead to new complications which remain at the end of the book, or c)
resolved in some ingenious way.

Instead, for example, three books' worth of political intrigues are
resolved in a general war in which the good guys prevail quickly and
completely, and all King Aillas' allies suddenly abandon all their claims
to independence.  Nothing is ever that simple.

All the evil magicians are suddenly massacred in a similarly convenient
manner.  Boring.

I used the episode of the Holy Grail merely as an example.  For the
adventurers to acquire it so easily was just no fun.  For the episode to be
worthy of inclusion in the story, they should be required to show more
courage and resourcefulness than was actually required.  It's like having
Cugel the Clever hit an old lady on the head and take her Social Security
check.

My reason for complaining about all this is that it seemed to me that Vance
developed a huge number of threads with great ingenuity in the first two
books, then found he didn't know what to do with them.  So he just wrapped
them all up.

Anyway, it's interesting to see that other people can read the same book
and have the opposite reaction.

Brian Pickrell

------------------------------

Date: 26 Mar 94 04:55:51 GMT
From: pickrell@netcom.com (Brian Pickrell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Peter Cash (cash@convex.com) wrote:
>I understand what you're saying but, it's a FANTASY, for heaven's sake!
>The whole point of a fantasy is that things happen that do not happen in
>the real world. So let the good guys win completely, for once. Let justice
>be done, at least in our imaginations.

This is completely against the tone and spirit of the entire trilogy.  One
thing that I appreciate about Jack Vance's works is that things don't
always work out.  Most of the things that happen in life don't have a
reason, and with those that do, you usually never find out what the reason
was.  This is a truism of life that applies even in fantasy worlds with
fairies and trolls.

This sort of fantasy is really a completely different thing than the kind
of fantasy you refer to.  We shouldn't even be using the same word.  I
would classify most TV shows as "fantasy" of your type, since the good guys
always win.  But the Lyonesse books don't fit this category, except for the
last part of Madouc.

Incidentally, since I posted my first comments, I've gotten several replies
about _Madouc_, but none about _Ecce and Old Earth_.  Isn't anyone going to
defend that one?

Brian Pickrell

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 07:55:11 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Perhaps I didn't make my point very clear.  To me it was very obvious that
the loose ends would not be tied up in a "satisfactory" way.  And they
weren't - the last few pages of the book are a hurried attempt to resolve a
lot of things (though not all).  However, considering that even in the
first half of MADUOC, Vance was still adding elements and going off on
tangents, I don't see how it could have been a surprise to anybody reading
the book that it was not going to have a polished ending.  You may not like
that, but to me it seems hard to have been surprised by that.  I'm not sure
there was any way that Vance could have tied things up in an unhurried
fashion unless he expanded it into a fourth book.  I'm not saying it's not
a flaw, but I don't consider it a major one.

Your mileage may vary , of course. :)

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 07:57:38 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Brian Pickrell <pickrell@netcom.com> wrote:
>Incidentally, since I posted my first comments, I've gotten several
>replies about _Madouc_, but none about _Ecce and Old Earth_.  Isn't anyone
>going to defend that one?

I didn't think that _Ecce and Old Earth_ measured up to _Araminta Station_.
_Throy_ was somewhat better.  But the 2nd and 3rd were both far more
compressed in time and scope than the first one, and gave _me_ the
impression of being somewhat more hurriedly written.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 16:14:34 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage) writes:
>I didn't think that _Ecce and Old Earth_ measured up to _Araminta
>Station_.  _Throy_ was somewhat better.  But the 2nd and 3rd were both far
>more compressed in time and scope than the first one, and gave _me_ the
>impression of being somewhat more hurriedly written.

   Not more hurriedly written, differently written.  Less rewriting because
of Vance's eye problems.  It's something I noticed as well, but many other
Vance fans say they haven't noticed a difference.  It was much better for
me reading it the second time around, but still not great.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 16:43:14 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Brian Pickrell <pickrell@netcom.com> wrote:
>Mark T Pitcavage (mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu) wrote:
>>Brian, actually I'm a little surprised you could be disappointed at
>>Madouc for not wrapping everything up nicely.  The Lyonesse trilogy had
>>an incredibly large number of "threads," going all over the place [...]
>
>I used the episode of the Holy Grail merely as an example.  For the
>adventurers to acquire it so easily was just no fun.  For the episode to
>be worthy of inclusion in the story, they should be required to show more
>courage and resourcefulness than was actually required.  It's like having
>Cugel the Clever hit an old lady on the head and take her Social Security
>check.

   The only reason I see that episode to be included is to show the
uselessness of the whole idea of looking for the grail.  Being something
Vance sees as useless, makes it something to NOT spend time on.  To show
people finding what they think is there heart's desire, not having to work
hard to get it, and then finding out how little it holds significance and
how little it furthers their aims, is what I consider to be a powerful
statement.  Both about life and about sigularly overzealous religiousness.
Look Father Umphred, with his poorly disguised sanctity and earthly
desires, and Queen Solace and her drive for sanctity through money rather
than sacrifice.  I find the episode as written to be a fine commentary on
these two obsessed personalities and the mis-placed drives of their lives.

>My reason for complaining about all this is that it seemed to me that
>Vance developed a huge number of threads with great ingenuity in the first
>two books, then found he didn't know what to do with them.  So he just
>wrapped them all up.

   At the same time, much of the way the book ends is the culmination of
the momentum of those very threads FORCING things to a conclusion.  What is
probably a problem is that he spends so much time with Madouc that he
doesn't touch on these varied threads enough during the course of _Madouc_.
Therefore the return to these threads at the end seems abrupt.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 17:36:05 GMT
From: mikes@ingres.com (Mike Schilling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage) writes:
> I didn't think that _Ecce and Old Earth_ measured up to _Araminta
>Station_.  _Throy_ was somewhat better.  But the 2nd and 3rd were both far
>more compressed in time and scope than the first one, and gave _me_ the
>impression of being somewhat more hurriedly written.

I would make the last comment about Lyonesse as well; neither _The Green
Pearl_ nor _Maoduc_ had the spaciousness and breadth that made _Suldrun's
Garden_ such a delight.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 21:34:40 GMT
From: mikes@ingres.com (Mike Schilling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
> What is probably a problem is that he spends so much time with Madouc
> that he doesn't touch on these varied threads enough during the course of
> _Madouc_.  Therefore the return to these threads at the end seems abrupt.

Another problem with spending too much time with Madouc is that she isn't a
very interesting character.  The main device Vance uses for developing her
character, her conflicts with Casmir, Sollace, and the governesses, is
exactly what he used to define Suldrun in the first book.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 22:32:12 GMT
From: (David Ingham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

mikes@Ingres.COM (Mike Schilling) wrote:
> I would make the last comment about Lyonesse as well; neither _The Green
> Pearl_ nor _Maoduc_ had the spaciousness and breadth that made _Suldrun's
> Garden_ such a delight.

I think that might have to due with the material being written about.  AS
needed lots of background to set up the rest of the story, by EaOE we
pretty much know who the bad guys are and figured out who had the charter
(from clues in AS).  I personally don't see much difference between the
Lyonesse books, except for the shift in view points, and taken as a whole
thought they were all great.

David Ingham

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 05:34:48 GMT
From: smt@codex.com.au
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

mikes@Ingres.COM (Mike Schilling) writes:
> Another problem with spending too much time with Madouc is that she isn't
> a very interesting character.  The main device Vance uses for developing
> her character, her conflicts with Casmir, Sollace, and the governesses,
> is exactly what he used to define Suldrun in the first book.

In fact in general, though he's one of my favourite writers, Vance doesn't
do very good female characters - he does a good line in mysterious fey
young beauties, ethereal and arrogant, but they tend to resemble each other
a bit.

I think the only female character of his I've really appreciated was
Zap-210 in The Pnume. Queen Solace, in Lyonesse is quite formidable too, I
suppose.

Don't get the wrong impression though - his prose style, his cultures, his
weird, elliptical dialogues - they all leave me speechless with admiration.

Steve Taylor                      
Xedoc Software Development
smt@xedoc.com.au

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 18:59:40 GMT
From: mlevy1@umbc.edu (Michael Levy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Mike Schilling <mikes@Ingres.COM> wrote:
>I would make the last comment about Lyonesse as well; neither _The Green
>Pearl_ nor _Maoduc_ had the spaciousness and breadth that made _Suldrun's
>Garden_ such a delight.

   I think one of the problems is that he didn't know where he was going
with the series. I don't know if it's too much to ask for him to have at
least a rough outline of where the series is going before the first book is
released, but I think that that is one of the problems with both the
Araminta Station and the Lyonesse series. In other series, such as Planet
of Adventure or the Dying Earth books, or The Demon Princes, the plot was
essentially of an episodic nature, so it didn't matter as much if he was
making it up as he went along. A series that I am unsure as to whether it
was planned out in advance is The Durdane Trilogy. This was perhaps my
favorite series of his, and while perhaps it was written in an ad hoc
fashion, I thought it was more cohesive than most of his series. In short,
however, I think Vance's best novels are self contained or part of a series
where the books are not tied to each other by multiple threads.

Michael Levy
mlevy1@umbc8.umbc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 16:18:40 GMT
From: ae933@yfn.ysu.edu (Francesco Marcolla)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

smt@codex.com.au says:
>In fact in general, though he's one of my favourite writers, Vance doesn't
>do very good female characters - he does a good line in mysterious fey
>young beauties, ethereal and arrogant, but they tend to resemble each
>other a bit.
>
>I think the only female character of his I've really appreciated was
>Zap-210 in The Pnume. Queen Solace, in Lyonesse is quite formidable too, I
>suppose.

  Lady Tatzel from LYONESSE I & II I found to be *extremely* fascinating
and charming, especially in the second novel.

Francesco Marcolla
ae933@yfn.ysu.edu          
bd380@cleveland.freenet.edu
ghe1024@cdc8g5.cdc.polimi.it

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 18:08:13 GMT
From: mpilman@rs6.tcs.tulane.edu (Monica Pilman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Yes, I've heard of Jack Vance.  One of my favorite short stories (I believe
it is named "Grey Moth") was by this author.  After I read it, I
immediately rushed to my local library to find any novels by this same
author.  I checked out all they had, and was terribly disappointed by same.
I could not manage to make it all the way through a single one of them.

I still like to re-read "Grey Moth" every once in a while, when I can find
it in my magazine collection somewhere.

Monica Pilman
Tulane Computing Services
User Services Analyst
Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana 
mpilman@mailhost.tcs.tulane.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 22:40:51 GMT
From: torkel@sics.se (Torkel Franzen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

mpilman@rs6.tcs.tulane.edu  (Monica Pilman) writes:
>Yes, I've heard of Jack Vance.  One of my favorite short stories (I
>believe it is named "Grey Moth") was by this author.

  "The Moon Moth." A fine story. It's a bit odd, though, that you were
disappointed by the novels, since "The Moon Moth" is not at all untypical
of Vance's style.

------------------------------
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Date: 7 Apr 94 03:15:28 GMT
From: dfp@cs.mu.oz.au (Doug Palmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

smt@codex.com.au writes:
>In fact in general, though he's one of my favourite writers, Vance doesn't
>do very good female characters - he does a good line in mysterious fey
>young beauties, ethereal and arrogant, but they tend to resemble each
>other a bit.

Or older women directing things by maddening force of personality.

In general, Vance's characters tend to be assembled from similar stuff. The
viewpoint characters are always the most reasonable, adaptable and capable
of understanding "foreign" thought (and usually win out in the end for
exactly these reasons). Most other characters are hopelessly unreasonable,
grasping and tied to whatever culture Vance wants to describe. A few stock
characters come to mind:

Arguing middle-aged husband and wife (e.g. the servants in the *mumble*
home in EaOE). The husband is usually a lecher, but lives in fear of his
wife.

Rapacious inn-keeper or shop-keeper.

Arrogant but beautiful younger woman.

Arrogant but powerful older woman.

Xenophobic nomad.

Philosohical ditch-digger. Vance has the most educated peasants in history;
always ready to drop a space and discuss deconstruction.

And so on. Many of these are stock types from medaeval times (e.g. the
husband and wife, or the ditch-digger, who also turns up in Shakespeare all
over the place). I suppose it's no surprise that Vance's cultures often
have a distinctly medieval feel to them.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 02:05:50 GMT
From: kkirksey@world.std.com (Ken B Kirksey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Varley - The Unprocessed Word

I just re-read John Varley's absolutely hilarious _The Unprocessed Word_
for the nth time, and I was reminded of something that's been bugging me
since the first time I read it.  In the part where he has the
"testimonials" from the other authors, SK is obviously Stephen King, SR is
obviously Spider Robinson, but I've never been able to figure out who DT
from Oakland, CA is supposed to be.  Anyone have any ideas?
 
Ken Kirksey
kkirksey@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 16:58:01 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Humphrey Aaron V)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Joan D. Vinge:The Summer Queen

Joan D. Vinge: The Summer Queen

A Prograde Reviews by Aaron V. Humphrey

[spoilers for _The Snow Queen_ and _World's End_ herein]

This is an incredible trilogy.  Yes, despite what I'm told on the cover,
_The Snow Queen_ and _The Summer Queen_ does not make a complete unit,
without the volume _World's End_ in between.  A few scenes from it are
excerpted in _The Summer Queen_, and its synopsized, but I still consider
it an essential part.

If I tried to synopsize _The Summer Queen_, I'd end up with a long boring
message.  So I'll just summarize the setup, which will take long enough:
Tiamat is a planet orbiting a multiple-star system that includes a black
hole; it thus has "Summer" and "Winter" each lasting close to a century.
The once-mighty Terran Empire fell many years ago, and several of its
secrets, including the manipulation of "smartmatter", have been lost.  Its
stardrive technology had also been lost, but travel via black holes was
possible, so eight worlds linked by such travel formed a loose alliance
called The Hegemony.  Tiamat was not part of the Hegemony, and access was
only possible during Winter because of the position of the stars in the
system.

In Tiamat's oceans live creatures called mers, who are semi-humanoid and
exchange beautiful songs.  Their blood, however, is the reason the Hegemony
is interested in Tiamat, since from it can be made "the water of life",
which provides immortality if one takes it regularly.

Then there are sibyls.  Some humans infected with the sibyl virus die, or
go insane.  Others become connected to the sibyl net, a vast network who
can consult one of the databases of the old empire.  Lately, though, the
sibyl net has become slightly unreliable...

Kharemough, the dominant world of the Hegemony, has a caste system of
Technicians, Nontechnicians, and Unclassifieds.  Technicians, the highest
class, use initials as their names, and follow a policy of "death before
dishonor".

Native Tiamatans are divided into Summers, who are fairly "primitive" and
rule during the time the offworlders are gone, and Winters, who are
dominant when the offworlders are present and love the technology they
bring.

Now, the characters.  Moon Dawntreader Summer is the Summer Queen, in
actuality a clone of Arienrhod, the former Snow Queen.  She is striving to
introduce technology to the Summers, and save the mers.  She also has a
strong rapport with the sibyl net.  Sparks Dawntreader Summer is her
husband, a former lover of Arienrhod's and a slayer of mers under her
aegis.

BZ Gundhalinu is a Kharemoughi who was a Police Commander on Tiamat, until
he and Moon were stranded together with nomads and she saved his life; they
fell in love, and he left her pregnant with twins.  When he went in search
of his brothers, who had lost his family's property, on the planet Number
Four, he went into the nightmarish place called World's End, got infected
with the sibyl virus, and discovered a source of the stardrive plasma,
which would make it possible to return to Tiamat in Summer, among other
things...he was made a hero and chosen to lead the stardrive project.

Jerusha PalaThion was Gundhalinu's superior, an offworlder who fell in love
with a Ngenet Miroe, a Tiamatan smuggler and mer-studier, and decided to
stay when the rest of the offworlders left.  Kirard Set Wayaways Winter is
a former supporter of Arienrhod who is highly skilled at the art of
manipulation.

Reede Kullervo is a driven man with a knack for manipulating smartmatter, a
fragmented memory of his past, and a dependence on "the water of death",
his failed attempt to duplicate the water of life, which sustains him as
long as he continued to take it but will kill him painfully when he stops.
Ariele and Tammis are Moon's twin children.

Finally, there is an organization named Survey which is behind much of the
activity in the Hegemony; it is divided into two factions, the Golden
Mean(good guys)and the Brotherhood(bad guys).  They both want control of
the stardrive plasma and/or the water of life.

The book starts slowly, especially the scenes on Tiamat, which is fairly
uneventful until Gundhalinu contacts Moon to warn her that the offworlders
are returning...and Moon discovers that the mers _are_ the sibyl net, but
that for its protection she is forbidden to tell anyone.

Once the book finally gets moving and all the players are on Tiamat, it
doesn't let up until pages from the end.  Vinge is not amiss to doing nasty
things to her characters, and certainly don't expect them all to be alive
at the end.  It's a majestic and intricately woven book--I'd have to add
formidable, in all senses of the word, as well, since it took me longer to
read than _Les Miserables_, albeit in a busy week...

I'm almost sorry that Vinge seems to have closed off the story, although
anything more would be anticlimax.  Read it and its prequels, if you
haven't already.  You won't regret it.

Author:     Vinge, Joan D.
Title:      The Summer Queen
Publisher:  Warner Questar
City:       New York
Date:       Copyright 1991
Order Info: ISBN 0-446-36251-4
Pages:      949 pp.
Series:     Tiamat
Volume:     Book 3
Comments:   Paperback, US$5.99, Can$6.99
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Date: 23 Mar 94 19:45:38 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ...Joan D. Vinge:The Summer Queen

Humphrey Aaron V <aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca> wrote:
>This is an incredible trilogy.  Yes, despite what I'm told on the cover,
>_The Snow Queen_ and _The Summer Queen_ does not make a complete unit,
>without the volume _World's End_ in between.  A few scenes from it are
>excerpted in _The Summer Queen_, and its synopsized, but I still consider
>it an essential part.

It's certainly better to read WORLD'S END than not, though it's lightweight
compared to the other two books (SNOW QUEEN and SUMMER QUEEN).  I didn't
find WORLD'S END until I had already read the two QUEENs, and so I was
somewhat mystified by the apparent metamorphosis undergone by Gundhalinu at
the start of SUMMER QUEEN. After all, Gundhalinu was a secondary character
in SNOW QUEEN - a mere police sergeant. Yet, he's one of the major players
in the second book. WORLD's END does provide the missing transition, but
not having read it didn't really ruin anything for me. 

>I'm almost sorry that Vinge seems to have closed off the story, although
>anything more would be anticlimax.  Read it and its prequels, if you
>haven't already.  You won't regret it.

Ditto. This is one of the few cases where a novelist writes what I call a
"kitchen sink" novel (i.e., she throws in everything but) and brings it off
spectacularly. There are enough texture, ideas, characters, and action in
each of the two QUEEN novels to fill five ordinary SF novels.

I only wish Joan Vinge would write another book as good as this one.
Anybody know if she's working on something?

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 08:06:19 GMT
From: eslyons@husc9.harvard.edu (Elizabeth Lyons)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ...Joan D. Vinge:The Summer Queen

I went straight from _Winter_ to _Summer_ and couldn't bridge the gap. I
understood that a second book was supposed to explain everything, and
indeed, as you two gents point out, it is heavily summarized in _Summer_.
Yet I didn't get the feeling of continuity. To me, _Winter_ was a novel all
of its own. _Summer_ was engrossing, but the series could have ended with
_Winter_. Yeah, there were some cool ideas about the sibyls developed to
their fullest in _Summer_, but I personally felt that _Summer_ came out of
nowhere! _Winter_ had no real unresolved plot threads. Did anyone else get
the feeling that the sequel was only done so as to get another Michael
Whelan cover? (Just kidding folks 8-)

Zil Lyons
eslyons@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 18:53:23 GMT
From: bobm@ingres.com (Bob McQueer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ...Joan D. Vinge:The Summer Queen

cash@convex.com (Peter Cash) writes:
> It's certainly better to read WORLD'S END than not, though it's
> lightweight compared to the other two books (SNOW QUEEN and SUMMER
> QUEEN).  I didn't find WORLD'S END until I had already read the two
> QUEENs, and so I was somewhat mystified by the apparent metamorphosis
> undergone by Gundhalinu at the start of SUMMER QUEEN. After all,
> Gundhalinu was a secondary character in SNOW QUEEN - a mere police
> sergeant. Yet, he's one of the major players in the second book. WORLD's
> END does provide the missing transition, but not having read it didn't
> really ruin anything for me.

This was my experience, also.  SUMMER QUEEN provides the needed background,
but if you're aware of its existence, it's better to read WORLD'S END in
the middle.

> ... This is one of the few cases where a novelist writes what I call a
> "kitchen sink" novel (i.e., she throws in everything but) and brings it
> off spectacularly. There are enough texture, ideas, characters, and
> action in each of the two QUEEN novels to fill five ordinary SF novels.

I liked SUMMER QUEEN, but thought it could have done with some tightening
up.  Some of the secondary characters and subplots could have been
dispensed with.  I'm not suggesting major surgery, mind you - "texture" and
"richness" are two words which may justifiably be applied to the QUEEN
novels.  However, SUMMER QUEEN took some detours that ultimately had little
to do with the story, and probably would have been stronger at 100-150
pages less.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 18:55:49 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ...Joan D. Vinge:The Summer Queen

Elizabeth Lyons <eslyons@husc9.harvard.edu> wrote:
Spoilers for Joan Vinge's SNOW QUEEN and SUMMER QUEEN follow!

>I went straight from _Winter_ to _Summer_ and couldn't bridge the gap. I
>understood that a second book was supposed to explain everything, and
>indeed, as you two gents point out, it is heavily summarized in _Summer_.
>Yet I didn't get the feeling of continuity. To me, _Winter_ was a novel
>all of its own. _Summer_ was engrossing, but the series could have ended
>with _Winter_. Yeah, there were some cool ideas about the sibyls developed
>to their fullest in _Summer_, but I personally felt that _Summer_ came out
>of nowhere! _Winter_ had no real unresolved plot threads. Did anyone else
>get the feeling that the sequel was only done so as to get another Michael
>Whelan cover? (Just kidding folks 8-)

I don't think that's quite fair. It's true that SNOW QUEEN is
self-contained, but I think that the development of the characters in
SUMMER QUEEN is every bit as interesting (if not more so) than in the first
book. These people grow, and change just like real people.

SNOW QUEEN was a re-telling of the Hans Christian Andersen fairy tale of
the same name. A boy and girl grow up together, and grow in love. They
promise to be together for ever and ever. Then the Snow Queen (Arienrhod in
the Vinge novel) intervenes, and steals the boy away. In the fairy tale,
she puts ice crystals in his eyes to make him cold and unfeeling; in the
Vinge novel she does something analogous. In the end, the girl saves the
boy, and they are set up to live happily ever after.

One of the things that makes SUMMER QUEEN so interesting is that in this
second novel, Vinge turns the fairy tale on its head: real people _don't_
live happily ever after, and childhood sweethearts don't always stay
together for ever and ever. Frankly, Moon (the Summer Queen) outgrows her
childhood lover; she becomes inevitably attracted to the noble, charismatic
and complex Gundhalinu. The pain caused by this transition (to Moon, her
old lover, and their children) is one of the elements that gives SUMMER
QUEEN such depth.

I think the second book is every bit as much worth reading as the first.

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 16:54:10 GMT
From: rmr@acsu.buffalo.edu (Richard M. Romanowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A.E. van Vogt

   So far as I can tell, all science fiction is a footnote to A.E. van
Vogt.

   I know, I know.  Jules Verne.  H.G. Wells.  P.K. Dick.  Even Asimov and
Heinlein.  (And scores of others.)  I couldn't claim that A.E. van Vogt
originated the genre.

   But in reading a collection of PKD short stories, I came across some
interesting references to van Vogt.  I went back and reviewed the corpus,
and, lo and behold, van Vogt seemed to be the archetypal essence of science
fiction.

   Has anyone else found this?  Does anyone remember the particular PKD
story that credited van Vogt with this honor?  (I gave the short story
collection to a friend.)

Rick

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 04:22:52 GMT
From: jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu (Technoknight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.E. van Vogt

rmr@acsu.buffalo.edu (Richard M. Romanowski) writes:
>So far as I can tell, all science fiction is a footnote to A.E. van Vogt.
>
>       Has anyone else found this?  Does anyone remember the particular
>PKD story that credited van Vogt with this honor?  (I gave the short story
>collection to a friend.)

Huh?  Alfred Elton van Vogt was one of the best old "Golden Age" SF
writers, but I wouldn't call him a cornerstone or a foundation for all SF
today.  None of his stories have been "copied" into today's era.

van Vogt titles:

The World of Null-A     -  Gilbert Gosseyn, the Man With the Extra Brain
The Players of Null-A
(aka the Pawns of Null-A)  written to support Null-A, an actual 
Null-A Three               psychology

The Ryll War            -  Shapesifting aliens vs. Humans

The Voyage of the Space Beagle

Slan                    -  his best book, IMHO.  Could be easily made into
                           a movie today.  But why was it rewritten three
                           times from 1945 to 1952?

The Winged Man          -  with his would-be wife

That's all I can recall right now.  I buy every copy of SLAN and NULL-A
that I can get my hands on.

Jeremy H. Pace
NC State, Raleigh   
jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Mar 94 00:10:00 GMT
From: plieberg@vnet.ibm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: To Green Angel Tower - Paperback

For those interested:

Good News - 'To Green Angel Tower' now out in Paperback!!!

Bad News - It's only Part 1.

Pat
plieberg@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 16:17:59 GMT
From: macroach@cybernet.cse.fau.edu (Raid Patrol)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Bah, Tad Williams Spoilers.

If you have only read the paper back of To Green Angel Tower, don't read
this.  I have just read all of the hardback:

!@#$!@#$!@#$!@#$, arrrrrg, why did Tad Williams make Maegwin die?  Grrrr.
 She was my favorite character.  I mean, I knew really what was going to
happen with Simon and Miriamele, but cripes, I was hoping that Maegwin was
going to somehow get out of her craziness, and become a normal human being
again.  Ugh.  !##$%!#@$.  It just makes me mad.

Well, I had to get that out of my system.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 4 Apr 94 22:39:18 GMT
From: croaker%nowhere@uunet.uu.net (Francis A. Ney, Jr.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Honor Harrington by David Weber

"From: Admiral Sir Lucien Cortez 
       Fifth Space Lord, Royal Manticoran Navy

"To:   Commander Honor Harrington 
       Royal Manticoran Navy

       35th day, Fourth Month, Year Two Hundred Eighty After Landing

"Madam:

"You are hereby directed and required to proceed aboard Her Majesty's 
 Starship FEARLESS (CL56), there to take upon yourself the duties and 
 responsibilites of Commanding Officer in the service of the Crown.

"Fail not in this charge at your peril.

"By Order of Admiral Sir Edward Janacek 
             First Lord of Admiralty, Royal Manticoran Navy 

"For Her Majesty the Queen."

Thus, Honor Harrington embarks on her first major command tour as an
officer of the Royal Manticoran Navy, and into an adventure that owes much
to the Horatio Hornblower genre.

The Star Kingdom of Manticore started as a Terran colony.  It currently
consists of three earthlike planets that share a primary and a number of
protectorates and allies.  Its primary adversary is a star empire that
bears a great resemblance to the Soviet Union in the final years before it
collapsed, which annexes surrounding planetary systems to prop up the
failing home economy.  Manticore is high on the list of desirable property,
due to the fact that it owns a hyperspace conduit that links a number of
systems, governments, and trade regions.

Into this hypergolic mix Commander Harrington and her crew are
unceremoniously dumped after failing an impossible task set by the brass.
Basilisk Station, the other end of the hyperspace conduit, should have been
an important posting.  Unfortunately, due to politics and circumstances
(including a primitive sentient indigenous people within the system), it is
a dumping ground for the worst of the worst who otherwise can't be drummed
out of the service.

The worst includes an old adversary and current Senior Officer of the
station, Captain Paul Young, whom Honor last met socially when he tried to
rape her in the shower at the Naval Academy while they were both
midshipmen.  I say 'tried' because Honor kicked his cojones up around his
eyeballs and Midshipman Young got busted for conduct unbecoming.  Well,
Captain Young has a plan to deal with Commander Harrington's career once
and for all: his ship needs to return to drydock (allegedly) for some
much-needed repair, so Honor is now in charge at Basilisk station.

This leaves Honor with an impossible task (that hasn't been done in five
years anyway), short supplies and a demoralized crew to do it with.  So, in
the finest tradition of the service, she proceeds to kick ass and take
names.  Oh, brother! (or should I say sister?)

That should be enough of a teaser to get you to start reading the first
book (On Basilisk Station).  On to more important things: the review.

David Weber creates a believable universe.  His physics hangs together, his
development of space battle tactics is so good I'm betting he did computer
sims (and if he didn't I'm going to), and his portrayal of a working naval
operation is top rate.  I especially like the concept of a completely
integrated military service.  The political maneuvering behind-the-scenes
is also well developed and serves to add to the story, rather than going
off on a tangent.

I have nothing to complain about in David's development of characters,
either.  Honor develops and grows as a person, and so does everyone she
meets - they are not cardboard cut-outs.  Her parents (who we meet in the
second book) are very believable as such.  Even the slimebag Captain Young
has a character (of a sort, anyway).

This series is definitely worth the time and trouble.  On a linear scale of
1- 10 this series of books rates a 9+.  This set rates a Hugo nomination.

Honor Harrington Novel Series
by David Weber

Baen Books (SIMON & SHEUSTER)

On Basilisk Station  $4.99  1993  0-671-72163-1 422p
The Honor Of The Queen $5.99  1993 0-671-72172-0 422p
The Short Victorious War $5.99  1994 0-671-87596-5 360p + 16p
Field Of Dishonor (Forthcoming)

Title:      On Basilisk Station
Author:     David Weber
Publisher:  Baen Books
Date:       1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-671-72163-1
Pages:      422 pages
Comments:   $4.99 paperback

Title:      The Honor of the Queen
Author:     David Weber
Publisher:  Baen Books
Date:       1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-671-72172-0
Pages:      422 pages
Comments:   $5.99 paperback

Title:      The Short Victorious War
Author:     David Weber
Publisher:  Baen Books
Date:       1994
Order Info: ISBN 0-671-87596-5
Pages:      360 pages
Comments:   $5.99 paperback
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Date: 4 Apr 94 04:53:52 GMT
From: plong@eis.calstate.edu (Phil J. Long)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recommended:  Domesday Book, by Connie Willis

morgno@netcom.com (Mighty Morgno) writes:
> What a well written, thoroughly depressing book.  A lot like reading
> Hemingway.

I also thought it was extremely funny.  The Dunworthy/Finch material was
hilarious, at least one clear Monty Python reference "What did you expect
in a quarritine, people going through the streets shouting 'Bring out your
dead?'", Dunworthy to Colin...

I found myself dreading the middle ages parts and looking forward to the
'modern' stuff.  I just hope Finch gets his TP.

Phil
plong@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 05:15:27 GMT
From: camilla@netcom.com (Camilla Cracchiolo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Chung Kuo

I've heard that book 5 in the Chung Kuo series, Beneath the Tree of Heaven
is out in the UK.  Is this true?  And if so, when can we expect it to be
out in the US?

Camilla Cracchiolo
camilla@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 01:18:53 GMT
From: ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk (David Langford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gene Wolfe review: Nightside the Long Sun, Lake of the Long Sun

Author:     Gene Wolfe
Title:      Nightside the Long Sun
Publisher:  New English Library
City:       London
Date:       1993
Order Info: 0-450-59405-X
Pages:      333pp
Series:     The Book of the Long Sun (alias Starcrosser's Planetfall)
Volume:     Book 1
Comments:   hardback UKP 15.99

Author:     Gene Wolfe
Title:      Lake of the Long Sun
Publisher:  Tor
City:       New York
Date:       Jan 1994
Order Info: 0-312-85494-3
Pages:      352pp
Series:     The Book of the Long Sun (alias Starcrosser's Planetfall)
Volume:     Book 2
Comments:   hardback $22.95

reviewed by Dave Langford

[A version of this review appeared in the British SF Association's magazine
VECTOR.]

One problem with reviewing Gene Wolfe is that often there's so little to
say that isn't trespassing - peeling away at least some of his veils of
sneakiness and indirection. Another is that with only the first two books
of a new series to hand, critics can confidently expect a gleefully
grinning Wolfe to pull the rug from under any too-rash understanding of
what's going on....

As far as I can see, it is not actually stated anywhere in _Nightside_'s
text that the setting, the `whorl', is a vast generation starship modeled
like a cylindrical space colony (or like Clarke's Rama), with its
artificial `long sun' running down the central axis. Part of this emerges
in the blurb which after all has to tell us _something_ and the picture
will soon be evident to any sf reader used to picking up on clues like the
skylands visible overhead when the sun is shaded, or the scavenged building
material called shiprock. And does `whorl' hint at cloud patterns shaped by
Coriolis force down the long axial vista? Pay attention! (I made that tiny
speculation before reading _Lake_, which explicitly gives another though
not incompatible origin for the name.)

This new sequence _The Book of the Long Sun_ is set `in the world of _The
Book of the New Sun_' ... but remotely and not near the period we know.
The whorl's launch is ancient history in the _Book_, its presumably
slower-than-light technology long superseded by the mirrors and ships of
the Hierodules. As though in passing, _Lake_ drops the name of the autarch
who once ruled many worlds and ordered the launch of this `starcrosser': we
have met him in _The Sword of the Lictor_ and _The Urth of the New Sun_,
after which his mere name adds a whiff of gigantic vanity and hubris to the
star-voyage. That allusion apart, it is not necessary to have read the four
or five books of the _Book_.

Now, three centuries on, the whorl's launch is forgotten history in this
new series too ... a venerable sf tradition since Heinlein's _Universe_
(though here longer and variously reliable memories are owned by certain
AIs and robots called `chemical' beings or `chems', for all that they
appear to be metallic and nuclear-powered). Equipment is dying with age.
Dwindling stocks of old-technology slug-guns, `floater' hovercars and
videophones coexist with swords, pack animals, labour-intensive farming.
The gods, whose nature is best indicated by the fact of their heaven being
called Mainframe, appear only very rarely at the windows of the electronic
altars. The whorl is already old.

Perhaps necessarily, the setting doesn't at first seem as deep and wondrous
as Urth in the _Book_. But this is Wolfe, and things are subtler than the
easy sf summation above. When the new books' hero Patera Silk, teacher and
priest, is touched by a god, it is not one of the nine chief gods of
Mainframe who gives him enlightenment and purpose, but the shadowy (though
known and accepted) Outsider. There is mystery here, and probably Mystery
... we are given to understand that the Outsider is the only god whose
dominion and creation extend outside the whorl; and that once, incarnated,
he may have driven merchants from a temple. Is it significant that for a
little while before violence intervenes in the final chapter of _Lake_,
Silk finds himself heading for acclaim in his home city and about to enter
it on a donkey?

Silk is a new and likeable variant of the Wolfe hero, seen from outside in
third-person rather than first-person narrative (cf. Severian, Latro) for a
change. He's truly devout and even celibate despite some severe temptations
so far ... yet ready to turn his hand to burglary _ad majorem deorum
gloriam_ when his church and school are sold off to pay taxes.  Silk's
bravura attempt to steal them back forms the centrepiece of _Nightside_.
The whorl's nightside refers to its criminal underworld as well as the
darkness under the long sun's revolving shade, and there's some nice
thieves' cant to go with this: as expected from this author, the more
esoteric terms like `dimber' (meaning approximately `nifty') can be traced
to authentic English historical slang. In the cant, to burgle a residence
is, precisely but euphemistically, to `solve' it.

So we shortly find the young, bright, resourceful and entirely
inexperienced Silk solving a crime-lord's mansion which is surrounded by
high, spiked walls and guarded by a monstrous, tracked killer robot
(`talus'), oversized lynxes and birds, novel weapons, etc. People have
banged on so much about Wolfe's elusiveness, his games of indirection, that
it's worth noting how frequent, well-crafted and straightforward are the
passages of high adventure or suspense.

Our hero is also capable of solving problems in the detective sense, like
Father Brown. (Little ratiocinative treats keep recurring in this author's
work: remember the lochage in _The Shadow of the Torturer_ who deduces
Severian to be no impostor but a genuine torturer, without hearing him
speak or looking up from his desk?) Later in _Nightside_ Silk unravels a
murder in a brothel, uses knowledge painfully gleaned from his earlier
adventures to tackle a case of almost literal demonic possession, conducts
a ritual cleansing and exorcism, and is rewarded by a numinous encounter
with one of the lesser Mainframe goddesses.

All these strange activities appear to be having a catalytic effect on
Silk's home city of Viron, one of very many city-states in the whorl, whose
democratic Charter has long been suspended along with the office of
president or `calde' [acute accent on the e]. Instead, a bunch of evidently
corrupt councillors (the Ayuntamiento) has held on to power for a period
which seems not merely illegal but impossible. There are whispers in the
streets, and by the end of _Nightside_ the words _Silk for Calde_ are
appearing scrawled on walls....

_Lake of the Long Sun_ illuminates much of what has gone before, with the
new light casting longer and darker shadows. Further theophanies occur.
This time Silk's journey to the underworld is literal: searching for the
secret meeting-place of the Ayuntamiento, he finds himself ensnared and
lost in endless tunnels within the skin of the whorl, down where it's
colder and closer to space. Here we find the chem soldiers who were placed
to defend each city against the others, most `asleep', those on guard
worrying that after three centuries the defence plans may no longer
suffice: more wheels within wheels.

The underworld also contain humans in biological stasis. Devotees of the
_Book_ will wonder if it's important that Silk, already lame like Severian,
helps call a `dead' woman from the deeps of time as Severian did.... Other
mysteries and wonders abound, including a window through which Silk at last
sees stars and one brief dazzling glimpse of what must surely be, for him
and all the whorl's passengers, the New Sun. There are confrontations with
members of the Ayuntamiento. We have seemingly come to the brink of
revolution and war, with portions of Viron's above-ground human army,
prodded in some cases by the electronic goddess who most favours Silk,
hailing him as leader. The next book is to be called _Calde of the Long
Sun_.

I haven't even mentioned the still unexplained case of apparent vampirism,
the secular rationale for possession by gods, the too-obvious-to-see system
of naming which is demurely revealed in a glossary at the beginning of
_Lake_, the talking night-chough, the thief, whore and other-city spy who
variously befriend Silk, the highly-charged dreams and prophecies, the
flying men who glide watchfully far above the action (and the subplot about
hawking for one with an eagle), the submarine in Lake Limna, the careful
delineation of the three females who run the church school with Silk (one
human, one chem, one half-and-half), the ultra-black joke when one of those
`corrupt' councillors proves to be _literally_ so, the inevitable discovery
that the tokens used as coins in the whorl are not coins, and much more.
These books read so very smoothly that one feels a distinct jolt on looking
back to realize how thoroughly crammed they are with colourful invention
and incident.

Wolfe's prose remains fine and precise. There's a temptation to remark that
it contains fewer of the deep notes, the magical resonances and ironies
that throb through the original _Book_ ... but many of those moments of the
_Book_ went unrecognized or half-understood until the entire work was
available for rereading as a whole. _The Book of the Long Sun_ remains
maddeningly incomplete.

So far: vintage Wolfe, indeed. His hand has not lost its cunning. Be sure
to buy the whole series.

David Langford
ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 17:03:00 GMT
From: hart@vsopp4.cern.ch (Philip Hart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel?

pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden) writes (about Gene Wolfe's "Soldier"
books):
>This is one of those rumors that refuses to die.  I don't know how, but at
>one point several years ago Gene got the impression from his editor David
>Hartwell that Tor didn't want any more Soldier books.

No offense intended, but why would Wolfe give a damn about what kind of
books Tor wants?

While I'm on the subject, I hope it doesn't sound horribly blasphemous but,
even though I loved the Soldier novels, they seem to have reached a natural
conclusion; I would rather see new and different novels.  Along those
lines, it seems to me that _The Book of The Long Sun_ is going to be a
well- crafted and engrossing pale shadow of the _New Sun_.  Anybody know
how many Musketeer novels Dumas wrote?  Although I think _Peace_ is the
best thing Wolfe has written, I'd never tell him to write more novels in
the same vein.  The writer should find his material free from concerns of
popularity or editorial wishes, at least in the best of all possible
worlds.  Ok, so I'm sure Wolfe isn't chained up in front of a typewriter in
P Nielsen Hayden's basement, but still...

Philip

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA08784; Tue, 12 Apr 94 10:03:43 EDT
Date: Tue, 12 Apr 94 10:03:43 EDT
Message-Id: <9404121403.AA08784@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #260
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 12 Apr 94 10:03:43 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #260
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 12 Apr 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 260

Today's Topics:

		     Television - Babylon 5 (11 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 22:23:37 GMT
From: jholstei@scott.skidmore.edu (jeremy holstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5-loaded question

Carol S Boshears (feline+@RI.CMU.EDU) wrote:
>I see that there are a lot of B5 fans out there.  No flames please, but
>please give me a list of reasons you think this show is good.  Or is it
>that you think it has potential?

Hm.  Ok, I appreciate the fact that you are not trying to start a flame-war
here.  So many people who don't like the show tend to purposely load their
posts so as to antagonize the few who like the show, so it gets annoying.

   Why do I like Babylon-5?  I like what it's trying to accomplish.
Science Fiction on Television should be varied in both tone and style, but
since Star Trek it has become homogenized in tone as every other series
tries to be a ST clone.  Bear in mind that I like Star Trek (with the
exception of Wesley Crusher), so this is not meant to be a slam against the
series.  I think it just says something about how much of an impact the
series has had on the TONE of Sci-fi TV.

   Babylon-5 has three things going for it that I really like:
      * All details on the show are researched so as to be as realistic as
possible.  Yes, there have been slip-ups, but to see a ship pivot rather
than bank was wonderful.
      * The 5-year story arc is a major selling point for me.  We know just
how long the series is, and to a degree the pace by which it is going to be
explored.  ST:NG has just tied up some dangling plot lines from season 1
that have been dangling so long I lost interest.  If I'd known that they
would be resolved within a set time-space I might have retained interest.
      * JMS is trying to push the envelope on many fronts simultaneously.
Like it or not, B5 is a revolutionary show.  Its costs are roughly 1/4 of
an episode of Deep Space Nine, and the results are almost always VISUALLY
more interesting (which is a side effect of the Computer Animation.  Even
the most difficult shots are routine for Computer Animation, and allows for
a greater variety.)  A 5-year Story Arc is probably the most ambitious
"limited series" attempted on television ever.  Sci-fi using actual science
is also exciting to see.  And JMS promises that the usual rules of a
television series don't apply here.  That remains to be seen, but I'm
beginning to believe it's true.

   Sure the show isn't perfect.  I would never claim it was.  And some of
the acting is atrocious.  And some of the dialogue is incredibly cheesy.
But every so often they hit a height, even if it's only for one scene, and
I know my patience has been rewarded.  I get those "magic" tingles, and I
know that I'm watching something knew and exciting.

   That's why I like B-5.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 22:55:47 GMT
From: hummel@athena.mit.edu (Franklin Hummel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5-loaded question

feline+@RI.CMU.EDU (Carol S Boshears) writes:
>I see that there are a lot of B5 fans out there.  No flames please, but
>please give me a list of reasons you think this show is good.  
  
   Think of the 1st season of STAR TREK:TNG. A lot of people seem to have
forgotten it.  It was horrible, and a lot of the reason why, in addition to
BAD scripts, was bad acting!  Talk about stiff!  Ecch!
  
>(I actually liked the pilot.)  I believe it had/has potential, but is far
>from what it could be.  As people who are amazed at its popularity, I just
  
   Remember the pilot for TNG - "Encounter at Farpoint"?  Pretty sad,
pretty bad...  And you LIKED the B5 pilot!

   The reason WHY I like B5 so much is BECAUSE of its potential.  And it is
slowly showing that potential.  After all, we have only been shown EIGHT
episodes!  Would you have wanted to judge TNG by its first episodes?
  
   Among the reasons why it has potential: Harlan Ellison, David Gerrold,
Dorothy Fontana.  All writers for the original TREK and with Ellison and
Gerrold, well-establish and well-respect professional SF authors.
  
   There are other SF-related authors working on it as well.
  
   It's a NEW show; it is taking time to work-out the bugs, things to start
coming together, etc. etc..  I would say, 4 of the first 8 stories ("Soul
Hunter", "Parliment of Dreams", "And the Sky Full of Stars" and "Mind War"
have been good to excellent. Only 2 have been bad: "War Prayer"
"Infection".  And, in my opinion, both rated a LOT better then TNG's recent
"Genesis" - I suspect TREK continues to have fairly high numbers out of
people's habot of watching it, not because there is much quality left in
it.  
   I'm one of those folks who think the HIGH point for TNG was its 3rd and
4th season.  That is was a slow rise us, and a rapid drop downward (which
is still continuing).  I can barely watch the show any more.  (And, you are
talking with someone who help run TREK cons, has had TREK actors in their
home for dinner, and was a BIG Trek fan for over 25 years, starting with
the very first episode which aired in 1966!)
  
   The point is, it look 2+ years for TNG to find itself and start
producing really good stuff.  And yet people want to dump B5 as trash and a
rip-off and fill-in-the-insult-here after EIGHT episodes?  They seem to
have forgotten TREK's own history!
  
   But the thing about BABYLON 5 that is making it really of interest is
its ongoing storyline.  Even the poorer episodes you still come away with
an interest and a fasination with this overall story.
  
   There ARE wonders to be seen and experienced in BABYLON 5.  But these
come with time, not all at once.  If you want a quick fix of junk food,
watch TREK - that is what it has become.  If you want something which will
stay with you, something you can savor and joy overtime, watch BABYLON 5.
  
Frank Hummel
hummel@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 04:35:50 GMT
From: lbauer1@mason1.gmu.edu (Ljudevit Bauer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Commander's Memory

Paul Cardwell (arcardw@indsvax1.indstate.edu) wrote:
>Anyone have a good guess as to why the Commander cannot recall the events
>that happened while on the Minbari Crusier?  If so what happened?

I have more questions about the Commander's memory.  Doesn't it seem kind
of strange that a person who's mind has obviously been tampered with is put
in command of something as important as Babylon 5 seems to be?  I mean,
since Sinclair was unable to recall what happened to him even with the help
of experts, wouldn't it be feasible to assume that the Minbari did
something to him that they don't want anyone else to know about (which is
affirmed in one of the later shows)?  So the station is in fact commanded
by a person who's mind may no longer be his own.  I'm not saying anything
against second chances or even against Sinclair, but he being the commander
does seem a bit far-fetched.

lbauer1@gmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 07:59:47 GMT
From: mojo@netcom.com (Morris Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sinclair as Ambassador

markl@dvorak.amd.com (Mark Luedtke) writes:
>except why is a military officer, who should be a full time base
>commander, also an ambassador?

He's in charge because he's the only candidate that the Minbari didn't
veto.  ("Aha!" you say.)  But he's also a war hero to most of Earth, even
though you and I know better.

Of course smart money said he'd be admiral by now.  :)

Morris Jones
Campbell, CA
mojo@caere.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 08:30:47 GMT
From: mvp@netcom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Soul Hunter/Mind War thoughts

Something occurred to me on watching the "Soul Hunter" rerun.
(Possible spoiler)

OK, at the funeral, Franklin and Ivanova talk about how brief and
transitory life is, and how even if we lived 200 years, it's still just an
eyeblink.

At the end of the show, Sinclair finds out what "Satai" means, and that
Delenn is one of the Minbari rulers.  He then decides not to follow up on
it just then, saying "There's always time."

The contrast seems deliberate.  In fact, it makes me think that maybe
Ironheart's parting statement to Sinclair wasn't talking about the far
distant descendants of humanity.  Maybe he was talking about seeing
Sinclair, in person, in a million years or so.

Sinclair did something similar in the pilot.  Delenn said "I would never
tell you anything that was not in your best interest," a provocative
statement if there ever was one, and Sinclair very deliberately doesn't
follow up, he just says "We'll have to talk about this again some day."

Like the guy in "Close Encounters" kept saying, "This MEANS something!"

Another possibility is that "getting too close" triggers the Minbari
conditioning to steer him away from pursuing dangerous thoughts.

Hey, maybe that's why he seems to have "forgotten" the Delenn-Satai
connection in "And the Sky Full of Stars"....

Mike Van Pelt
mvp@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 08:42:51 GMT
From: latyr@iastate.edu (Leslie A Tyrrell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Unnatural Sinclair

balak@hall104.its.rpi.edu (Karthik Virinchi Bala) writes:
[stuff deleted]
>  It seems to me that all the characters aboard B5 are the most realistic
> non-2d ones at that...except Sinclair.  He seems to be too "perfect".
> His eloquence in speaking reflects a very wise person, his brilliant
> "liar" speech during Sky for example...the guy is so profound, that it
> does not seem realistic.  Some argue O'Hare's acting is poor, I believe
> otherwise.  I think the lines are written to be perfect....kind of making
> an unnatural character.  Is Sinclair human??...or human in the terms we
> know it, apparently he doesn't know it...

That's my impression too ( time will tell ).  I don't think O'Hare is
"acting badly", as so many seem ready to claim.  For now, I'm taking his
performance at face value, that is, his portrayal of Sinclair IS accurate
and CORRECT.  It's not O'Hare who is "wooden", it's SINCLAIR.  Sinclair's
the one with the "hole" in his mind and the memories of his friends lost on
The Line.  The one who, as I see it, is hiding behind an "inhuman" "wooden"
facade, and who isn't ready to let anyone get close enough to him to
actually be able to figure out what he REALLY thinks and feels.  Garibaldi
is probably the only person around who has any insight into the guy.

Garibaldi, on the other hand, needs to learn a few things about "chatting
up" telepaths. Though it seems he enjoys playing mind games with them.  I'm
always going to wonder what he was thinking AFTER Koenig's reply about
anatomical impossibilities... Koenig's expression implied something pretty
nasty ;^)

Les Tyrrell
latyr@iastate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 09:32:59 GMT
From: bishop@pole.catt.ncsu.edu (Dexy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sinclair as Ambassador

Mark Luedtke <markl@dvorak.amd.com> wrote:
>except why is a military officer, who should be a full time base
>commander, also an ambassador?  

I'm not sure if ambassador really is in Sinclair's job description.  He
may, in emergencies or whatever, be temporarily empowered to act as a
representative of some sort for Earth.  He may also serve as (help me, my
Robert's Rules of Order for Alien Negotiations is quite weak)
"the-person-who-calls-things-to-order-and -takes-votes-and-such" at Council
meetings, but I really don't think he _could_ act as Earth's full-time
official representative and efficiently run a place like Babylon 5...

bishop@pole.catt.ncsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 09:48:29 GMT
From: keeper@cats.ucsc.edu (Ron O'Dell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What do the Narn (sp.?) know?

mduell@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark Duell) writes:
>I was watching the pilot movie for B5 yesterday and noticed that G'Kar
>knew that DeLenn was on the Grey Council.  How did he find this out, and
>why haven't the Earth Alliance personel been able to discover it?  I
>realize the Narn knowledge must be limited because G'Kar kept pressing in
>asking why the Minbari didn't finish the Earth off until DeLenn put him
>into pain.

He didn't know that she was on the Grey Council.  That's why she tortured
him and made him promise never to mention the Grey Council - people might
look into it and discovered that she was a member of it.

That scene in the pilot didn't make sense at the time.  Now it does.
That's another of the things that make this show so great.

Ron O'Dell
keeper@cats.ucsc.edu
keeper@armory.com
keeper@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 14:49:15 GMT
From: baileyd@nih.gov (Dennis Bailey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Quality of Actor's Performances

jrah@space.honeywell.com (Jeff Hildebrand) writes:
>Since this is the 5'th in a series and the rest have been "blown to bits",
>I can't see many parents bringing their children here, even if it means
>many years apart (look at how parents are sending their children out of
>Bosnia because it's unsafe).  If it's dangerous, parents who have careers
>that demand they come to B5 will find other places to "foster" out their
>kids while they serve there.

I'm sure that what was meant by "people will naturally have children" is
that many people in long-term relationships *want* to have children and
will do so, so the availability of birth control is irrelevant. B5 may be
analogous to the UN in some respects but there are a quarter-of-a-million
people there.  The idea that none of them will arrive with children, none
will have children while there, or that anyone who wants to have children
will leave the station is fantasy far beyond any of the rubber science used
on The Other Show (simply because we know more about people than about
future discoveries in physics <g>).  Add to that a large transcient
population, people who are on their way to other places with the intent to
colonize and so forth, and some number of children on the station is
logically unavoidable.

I *think* (and JMS will hopefully correct me if I'm wrong) that JMS has
said on GEnie that *of course* there are children somewhere on the station
but, whether one sees any of that has entirely to do with what kinds of
stories one wants to tell and what one wants to emphasize in the series and
that they don't want to tell stories about children, therefore there's very
little use of children in the series.

  It's nice to see a series put together with a setting and with characters
based on personal imagination and taste instead of demographic research.

There is in fact one episode upcoming, "Believers", which includes one
child actor.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 16:32:40 GMT
From: shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com (Jim Shupe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Unnatural Sinclair

Sinclair was captured by the Minbari, who are apparently the second most
advanced culture on the show (we think the Vorlons are the most advanced).
He was held and interrogated... He may not have been released.

We have two working theories about the whole thing.  First, they kind of
copied his mind and body into a clone and programmed it with VERY specific
codes, or he is being imitated by a Minbari with his memories.  Second, he
was interrogated and his mind was blocked from remembering the event...
perhaps other things were done as well.  In either case his speech and
actions might seem... well, off.

On the other hand, we were wondering why this "commander" seems to be the
primary representative of the EA to the council.  Perhaps he is far more
from the EA perspective than he lets on.  Delenn is in fact a member of the
Grey Council... perhaps Sinclair is something more than just a military
commander...?  Perhaps he was a plant sent against the Minbari to stop
their advance?  (Don'tcha love this?!?!)

Anyhow, considering what the Minbari did and may have done, one thing
became quite clear... in Mind War Sinclair TOLD the PsiCop to get out of
his mind.  Which reason?  He has something to hide and/or is programmed to
keep Psi folk out?  Or he subliminally recalls his psychic rape and just
doesn't much like folks touching his mind.

One question to end this post... what episode had Delenn and Sinclair
married in a Minbari ceremony??? I must have missed it or had to take my
dog out right at that time because I DON"T REMEMBER 8((((( .

shupe@rchland

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 19:12:12 GMT
From: xrcjd@alaric.gsfc.nasa.gov (Charles J. Divine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Unnatural Sinclair

shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com (Jim Shupe) writes:
>Anyhow, considering what the Minbari did and may have done, one thing
>became quite clear... in Mind War Sinclair TOLD the PsiCop to get out of
>his mind.  Which reason?  He has something to hide and/or is programmed to
>keep Psi folk out?  Or he subliminally recalls his psychic rape and just
>doesn't much like folks touching his mind.

I don't have any more to hide than the typical American and I haven't been
raped psychically or otherwise.  I don't think I've been "programmed"
either.  But I would still tell the PsiCop to get out.  To me Sinclair's
reaction was a normal human one.

>One question to end this post... what episode had Delenn and Sinclair
>married in a Minbari ceremony??? I must have missed it or had to take my
>dog out right at that time because I DON"T REMEMBER 8((((( .

I believe Delenn was married in a Minbari ceremony -- but to another
Delenn.  Sinclair was only a witness.

Chuck Divine

------------------------------
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Date: 31 Mar 94 11:36:16 GMT
From: snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The station's political significance

This one's sort of a long 'un. Basically, I just got to thinking about the
comparative effort that each race seems to be putting in to their
participation in B5, and that lead to some thoughts.

So, here's my list of races, in order of least interested to most, and what
that might or might not imply.

The Centauri - We lack specific information about how much the Centauri
might have acutally committed to B5 in terms of production assistance, but
it's pretty clear they're not really interested in its operation.  Several
reasons, here. 1) Their ambassador is a big goof. Now, we know that Londo
is a deeper, more complex person than all that, but certain facts are true.
We know that he drinks, and we know that he'd rather spend more time in the
casino than in the council chamber. He is a serious person, but he doesn't
*appear* to be, and in diplomacy, that's half the game. 2) Vir. That's all
the support Londo has received from Centauri Prime. One staff member, and
apparently only enough money that Londo keeps running out on the gambling
tables. An American embassy has dozens of staff, even in seemingly
inconsequential countries. 3) Londo is ineffective. The one time he tried
to achieve anything was in "Midnight", when he tried to avenge what he
thought was the murder of his nephew. He got turned down flat by Centauri
Prime. So, not only was the recommendation of the B5 ambassador ignored,
but the Centauri went on to leave Londo pretty much completely out of the
loop, even going so far as to respond to G'Kar's request for information.
In other words, there was a crisis and the Centauri very specifically did
NOT use Babylon 5 to resolve it. They just dealt with it independently.

So, as an empire in decline, you'd think that they'd see B5 as a place with
some opportunity, but at the moment that hasn't happened. They seem, at the
moment, to be just along for the ride, but they don't really seem committed
to the station.

The Narn - Now, here's a total contrast to the Centauri. Londo is (on the
surface) ridiculous, and he receives little support from homeworld.  G'kar,
on the other hand, is flamboyant, powerful - a perfect statesman.
Furthermore, we see that he enjoys considerable support from home. He has a
steady stream of staff, and in fact in "Mind War" we see that he has the
kind of pull to actually just dial up a pair of fighters on a whim.  The
Narn are putting some effort into *using* B5.

Consider the situation in "Midnight." Here's an interstellar incident.
What happens? The Centauir back out. The Narn, on the other hand, jump at
the opportunity to use B5 to legitimize their invasion. The key
responsibility of forestalling the possible interstellar repercussions is
given to G'kar - the B5 ambassador. They very specifically use the council
to make sure they get away with it (or they try, anyway).

And, to top it off, we've seen hints that G'kar is more in the know than we
might have thought. Watch the "nobody is what he seems" scene in "Mind War
and you'll see he gives particular emphasis to his reference to Sinclair.
Yes, he's talking to Catherine, but the fact is, he knows something. I get
the impression (which I'll deal with in more length below) that something
is seriously up at B5, and I think the Narn know more than they're telling.

The Humans - Well, we built the damn thing. Now, the big question is: if
giant UNs in space are such a good idea, how come only humans seem
interested in pursuing it? We've built five, and nobody else seems eager to
start even one. Why? Ideally, there should be diplomatic and economic
advantage to being the race running the thing if it works, but we have yet
to see that it does.

B5 is proof of at least one thing that makes humanity different - we strive
to create a community in space. Consider a B5-less universe. Each race has
embassies on the homeworlds of each of the others. Their diplomatic
interaction, therefore, is one-on-one. It's unidimensional. If there's a
dispute between the Narn and the Earth Alliance, then the Narn ambassadors
talk to Earth officials and vice versa. The other ambassadors from other
races are informed, but it's fundamentally not their problem.

With B5, all races are invited to take an interest in each other, even when
the issue doesn't directly affect them. The humans are the first and only
race to attempt to create this kind of community. Perhaps that makes us
more interesting than we realize, which segues nicely into...

The Minbari - Now we're getting somewhere. Judged by the same criteria I've
been applying to the others, the Minbari interest is huge. We know that
they actually assisted in the construction (I think). We know that they
took an extremely active interest in who the commander was, and we see that
although the ambassador doesn't receive a lot of outward support, with a
huge staff and lots of supplies, the Minbari go one better by installing a
head of state as ambassador.  What are they so interested?

Speculation time. Possible spoilers, I guess.

Think back. It's a few years before the Earth-Minbari War. The Minbari are
finalizing their incredible plans for the sentient races of the universe.
Perhaps it is a joining, a mergence and transformation. Perhaps it's
considerably more sinister. At any rate, they know that they will encounter
horrific opposition, but for some reason they know they have to do this.

Then the E-M War happens. Maybe it's the mistake we think it is, maybe it's
actually the first stages of this incredible plan. Whatever. The point is,
they crush Earth defenses and are about to crush Earth when one of the holy
men on the main cruiser stops, noticing something in one of the men in one
of the ships they are cutting up. They fire up their tractor beams or their
telekinetics and pull him in.

They strap him to a giant triangle. One approaches, and holds up a glowing
triangle, a device they use to read the threads of fate. What do they see?

They see a giant space station. They see Babylon 5, an idea that had never
existed before.

They suddenly realize the potential. Perhaps this thing that may lie in
this man's future can help them. It may...just...be...possible that they
can use it. They could never have set such a thing up themselves, of
course, because no race would trust them enough to participate. But this is
a uniquely human invention. The humans will create it of their own accord,
given the chance, and they'll run it too, and the other races may actually
go along with it. It's risky, but it allows them a way out of the horrific
genocide they knows lies along their own path. They know that it may just
be possible to use this station to bring their plans to fruition, at a
fraction of the cost.

And they know that, whatever happens, this man is part of it.

They convene. They decide. They will do it. They will take the path of risk
and greater mercy. But who knows what might happen if this new path fails?
Might it not destroy everything?

Well, it's just a thought.

The Vorlons - This doesn't really belong here. Who knows how the Vorlons
feel about B5? Sorry, Mr. Naranek is feeling cryptic today; actually, he'll
be down with a case of cryptic all week, now that you mention it.  We know
that he's full of BS when he says that they take no interest in the affairs
of others, since he's there, after all.  Perhaps they fit into this whole
Minbari thing somehow, and Kosh is just posted there to keep tabs on
things.  We *do* know that they've made it abundantly clear they will not
be messed with. When you send an armed fleet to pick up the *suspected*
poisoner of your ambassador, you're announcing pretty clearly that you take
certain things pretty seriously.

He sure is cool, though.

So, any comments? This one's all over the map.  Really, it's just an
elaborate background for my "what-the-hell-was-actually-going-on-in-that-
Minbari-cruiser?" theory, though some of the early stuff may help to slot
in new info about different intentions. I don't know. I at least like my
version a little better than some of the "they-just-didn't-realize-how-
brave we-were" explanations for why they grabbed Sinclair.

Stephen
snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 20:26:29 GMT
From: snolan@selma.hq.af.mil (Scott D Nolan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: I have to ask, does anyone like Garibaldi?

Ok, I have to ask, does anyone like the character Garibaldi?  Don't mean to
sound tough on him, but this is a fabulous show and the things I feel could
be done to make it perfect would be to make the current first officer the
security officer, bring back the first officer from the pilot movie, dump
Garibaldi altogether, and (grin) give Lando a haircut...  :-)

All in all, a great show with FANTASTIC effects.  Specially the fighter and
space shots (no big surprise), but also the characters (which I am very
pleasantly surprised at).  The plots are also really good, though some of
them don't seem to catch until the second viewing.... hmmm....

Anxiously waiting more episodes and hoping for a rerun of the Pilot.

Scott Nolan
snolan@selma.hq.af.mil

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 21:11:48 GMT
From: mojo@netcom.com (Morris Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Unnatural Sinclair

shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com (Jim Shupe) writes:
>One question to end this post... what episode had Delenn and Sinclair
>married in a Minbari ceremony??? 

"Parliament of Dreams."

And keep in mind that Sinclair was the only candidate to run B5 that the
Minbari didn't veto.

Morris Jones
Campbell, CA
mojo@caere.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 21:22:40 GMT
From: gwangung@u.washington.edu (just another theatre geek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The station's political significance

   Very nice analysis and dead on, as far as I'm concerned. I'm not certain
the speculations are quite right, but it has the right weight and
complexity...  Definitely more subtle than what we've seen in SF TV
before...

Roger Tang
gwangung@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 22:08:04 GMT
From: ggodwin@jabba.cybernetics.net (Greg Godwin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The station's political significance

>I don't know but I think the Vorlons ARE the key to much of what WILL
>happen on the station.  Perhaps even the Vorlons and the Minbari are in
>cahoots to "bring along" the evolution of the human species, neh?

I don't think so...Remeber the movie premiere?  A Minbari was in alliance
with the Narn when Kosh was poisoned.  Kosh made it clear that he doesn't
really care about what happens to the Narn or Minbari.  There is definitely
something strange about Kosh.  Sinclair stated that the only two people who
knew the most about Kosh were transferred off the station within weeks of
each other.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 22:31:14 GMT
From: mojo@netcom.com (Morris Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 1-4

smirnov@buphy.bu.edu (Anton Smirnov) writes:
>What happened to Babalon 1-4? do we know yet?

Babylons 1-3 were all sabatoged and destroyed.  In fact, their left over
parts were recycled as much as possible into Babylon 5.

Babylon 4 disappeared without a trace within 24 hours of becoming
operational.  We'll find out what happened in "Babylon Squared," but I'll
bet half a year's salary that we won't find out _why_.  :)

Morris Jones
Campbell, CA
mojo@caere.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 23:22:00 GMT
From: sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sinclair as Ambassador

bishop@pole.catt.ncsu.edu (Dexy) writes...
>I'm not sure if ambassador really is in Sinclair's job description.

   One thing mentioned in "The War Prayer" is that there are ambassadors
from the major races on Earth also.  The "real" Earth ambassador is
probably there.  Sinclair was approved by the Minbari to be the Earth
representative on the station.

   I'm not sure why there is this dual-UN style arrangement.

Mark S.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 23:56:17 GMT
From: nmehl@ccat.sas.upenn.edu (Nathan J. Mehl)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: There are two holes in your mind.

jhove@cs.mcgill.ca (Benoit JAUVIN-GIRARD) writes:
>You want to know what I think?
>
>I think that, when the Minbaris looked through Sinclair's mind, whatever
>the original reason (maybe they wanted to put him on trial for the whole
>human race, or wanted to perform some ritual ceremony using him), they
>found out that, as far as their computers can tell, Sinclair is the best
>candidate to become Next High Minbari Mucky-Muck, leader of the Faithful,
>Head of the Grey Consul, etc.

You know...

This is the first idea of what the hell is up with Sinclair that I've seen
here that actually appeals to me.  I don't think it'll be the case, but
unlike most of the others, I wouldn't automatically feel the need to pound
JMS into the ground if this were the case. :)

>Then I think they panicked, erased those 24 hours of torture in shame, and
>ran away.  And now they're trying to figure out what to do with him.
>
>Or maybe he was indentified as some sort of Messiah figure?  Or maybe they
>discovered that *someone else* had implanted the personnality profile of
>their great leader into Sinclair's mind?

Y'know, I'd bet large amounts of money that none of these are the case, but
it'd make for some pretty interesting alternate-universe fanfic...

Speaking of which, have any actual fan organizations sprung up around B5
yet?  It's still a *little* early, but if it gets picked up for a second
season, an officially PTEN-sponsored and approved fan club might be in
order.  Hell, if my thesis is finished by that point, I might even
volunteer to run the thing...

Nathan J. Mehl
nmehl@ccat.sas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 23:56:19 GMT
From: crdmi@vulcan.giss.nasa.gov (Daniel M. Israel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: I have to ask, does anyone like Garibaldi?

Garibaldi is cool.  In a station full of diplomats, kudos to an obnoxious,
abrasive personality.

Daniel M. Israel
Goddard Institute of Space Studies
2880 Broadway
New York, NY       
crdmi@vulcan.giss.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 23:58:34 GMT
From: bishop@pole.catt.ncsu.edu (Dexy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The station's political significance

Greg Godwin <ggodwin@jabba.cybernetics.net> wrote:
>really care about what happens to the Narn or Minbari.  There is
>definitely something strange about Kosh.  Sinclair stated that the only
>two people who knew the most about Kosh were transferred off the station
>within weeks of each other.

Has this got something to do with Kosh in particular?  I think it has more
to do with the Vorlons simply being _quite_ protective about their
secrets...

bishop@pole.catt.ncsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 00:38:59 GMT
From: mmaser@sirius.uvic.ca (Michael  Maser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Minbari/Sinclair

I have and always will feel that humans have the inate ability to use
latent psychic powers, but those who aren't aware need to be trained in
order to bring these powers out.  I feel that the Minbari saw that Sinclair
had these latent psychic abilities and upon further investigation, saw that
all humans possessed the same abilities.  Furthermore, the fact that there
even exists a Psi-Corp, that is at the brink of discovering a way to
unleash these powers, leads me to believe this to be the fundamental reason
for Sinclair's release and the Minbari surrender.  The Minbari realized
that fully trained humans would be able to wipe out entire fleets with just
a simple thought. This type of Telekinetic power would be unstoppable, so
it is much easier to roll over in defeat as the Minbari did. If Sinclair
were to remember any of his time aboard the Minbari cruiser, he would
realize the truth about himself and all other humans.

Furthermore, I think that the other races (Narn, Centauri, etc.) do not
possess these abilities as shown by the blatant Centauri lie about their
psychics. I feel the Minbari are hoping that they may be able to find their
own psychic abilities by monitoring the human's progress. Thus it would be
to their disadvantage to kill Sinclair and wipe out the human race.
Therefore, the Minbari surrender was motivated out of fear and to better
thier own race.

But I could be wrong !!??

Mike Maser
mmaser@ugly.uvic.ca

------------------------------
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Date: 1 Apr 94 01:17:48 GMT
From: hammar@python.cs.unm.edu (neil hammar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sinclair as Ambassador

markl@dvorak.amd.com (Mark Luedtke) wrote:
>except why is a military officer, who should be a full time base
>commander,

   Actually a mere commander is far too low ranking for even this task.
This station has a quarter million people on it. The head human should be
an admiral at least, with a half dozen people under him who still outrank
Sinclair.

>also an ambassador?  

   The Minbari helped finance the Babylon project. (The Minbari are also
the race we are most worried about keeping the peace with, so their opinion
would carry a lot of weight anyway.)
   The Minbari refused to participate unless they approved of the station
commander.
   The Minbari then rejected every person the Earth Alliance proposed,
until they worked all the way down through the ranks to a fighter jock
whose career had hit a ten year stall.
   The Minbari then send a member of the Gray Council on covert assignment
as their ambassador.
   The Minbari are >up to something<.

Neil Hammar
hammar@cs.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 02:21:44 GMT
From: Aylott@world.std.com (Chris M Aylott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: I have to ask, does anyone like Garibaldi?

Scott D Nolan (snolan@Selma.hq.af.mil) wrote:
>does anyone like the character Garibaldi?

I liked him in "The Gathering", but he became one of my favorites in
"Midnight". Can't decide whether it was his second favorite thing or the
line "If you ask me, the universe is going to hell in a handbasket."

Quite aside from the funny lines (and he gets a LOT of them :-), I love the
fact that he seems to be the loneliest of the regulars - he always seems a
little too eager to please others. I noticed it first in the final scene
with Ivanova in "Born to the Purple" when (after letting her off the hook
for the unauthorized transmissions) he tries to reach out and help her feel
better, but can't quite connect.

But as you see from the other responses, he's pretty popular, at least with
the viewing audience.

Aylott

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 05:16:55 GMTF
From: seurer@nordruth.rchland.ibm.com (Bill Seurer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: I have to ask, does anyone like Garibaldi?

Garibaldi always has struck me as the most, err, "natural" of the human
characters.  He fits his role on the station well and the part is well
acted too.

Obviously JMS like the character too because Garibaldi is always showing up
in the elevator or wherever so someone can elbow him in the gut.  :-) I
always know I'll like the next bit of the show when he's involved.

Since then I've come to like Susan just as much but her character took a
bit more getting used to.  And the two of them together are always great.

Bill Seurer
Language and Compiler Development
IBM Rochester, MN
BillSeurer@vnet.ibm.com
BillSeurer@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 05:36:57 GMT
From: Eric@wolf359.esnet.com (Eric Edwards)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Third Age of Mankind (was Re: B5: Minbari Culture.

Mark O. Wilson writes:
> BTW, I thought it was firmly established that the Vorlons were methane
> breathers.

NOTHING is firmly established about the Vorlons.  The methane atmosphere
may be a ruse.  Since Kosh has not been seen outside an environ suit, he
could breath most anything.

Eric Edwards
eric@wolf359.esnet.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 05:50:43 GMT
From: dmarch1@gl.umbc.edu (Donald March)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: I have to ask, does anyone like Garibaldi? (maybe spoilers)

>I liked him in "The Gathering", but he became one of my favorites in
>"Midnight". Can't decide whether it was his second favorite thing or the
>line "If you ask me, the universe is going to hell in a handbasket."

I nearly died laughing when I saw Garibaldi watching Duck Dodgers in the
24th 1/2 Century! And with Delenn looking puzzled.

>Quite aside from the funny lines (and he gets a LOT of them :-), I love
>the fact that he seems to be the loneliest of the regulars - he always
>seems a little too eager to please others. I noticed it first in the final
>scene with Ivanova in "Born to the Purple" when (after letting her off the
>hook for the unauthorized transmissions) he tries to reach out and help
>her feel better, but can't quite connect.

I think that Garibaldi will be the first, if anyone, to crack Ivanova's
hard exterior. I like how she said "maybe some other time." This leaves
room for definite expansion. Maybe she'll share Garibaldi's second favorite
thing in the universe. Maybe she'll share something else too...

Donald March
University of Maryland
Baltimore County
dmarch1@gl.umbc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 07:07:53 GMT
From: threlkel@ucsu.colorado.edu (THRELKELD  TIMOTHY PATRICK)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: I have to ask, does anyone like Garibaldi?

What the hell?  I think Garibaldi is the best actor on B5.  He is the only
one not trying so hard to be something.  Sinclair is too stuffed up, the
first officer is one dimensional, the Psi-corp girl is too overly
dramatic...  I could go on with other minor flaws, but IMHO Garibaldi and
Lando give this show an immeasurable flare to a cast and show that
otherwise is rather dull.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 08:49:11 GMT
From: cfg@netcom.com (Carlos Francisco Gomez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What do the Narn (sp.?) know?

mduell@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark Duell) writes:
>I was watching the pilot movie for B5 yesterday and noticed that G'Kar
>knew that DeLenn was on the Grey Council.  How did he find this out, and
>why haven't the Earth Alliance personel been able to discover it?  I
>realize the Narn knowledge must be limited because G'Kar kept pressing in
>asking why the Minbari didn't finish the Earth off until DeLenn put him
>into pain.

G'Kar didn't know Delenn was on the Grey Council, but he did know :

1 - Carolyn's space route as part of his implication of Sinclair.

2 - That Kosh was recovering, else why the risky attack in the Med Lab?

3 - Sinclair was the "accused assassin" after the telepath in the pilot
    identified him. 

In MOTFL he also knew:

4 - Londo was trying to bluff the "U.N." into placing sanctions against the
    Narn against the orders of the Centauri Republic.

5 - ?

There are probably others I have forgotten.  While each can be explained
individually, as a whole they look fishy to me.  IMO he definitely has a
covert newsfeed, maybe CNarN.  Humble apologies for the pun, but it had to
be done, if only for the fun.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 16:53:03 GMT
From: johnmajor@aol.com (John Major)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Minbari & Humans

>> Okay, then why in the episode "Soul Hunter" did the renegade soulhunter
>> say to the ambasador something to the effect of how can they be so bold
>> or brave or something as what they plan to do regarding humans.  He then
>> said to the commander something to the effect of they (the Minbari)
>> are using you.
>
> This reminds me of that one WarOfTheWorld episode where an alien female
> comes to the Earth to "help" them..but turns out to be actually checking
> up on the humans since their "human food source" was in danger of being
> eliminated...

But in "Soul Hunter," at the end, when Delenn is recovering (and only
semi-conscious, and not on guard as she must be normally), she looks at
Sinclair, smiles, and says "We were right about you.  We..."  Sinclair bets
a year's pay that nobody would ever hear the rest of that sentence.

What were they right about?  That he was honorable, and would *help* the
Minbari, maybe even risk his life for them?

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 23:30:42 GMT
From: dgwagner@math.uwaterloo.ca (David G. Wagner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Garibaldi

Yep... I'm one more what likes him. In fact, I can identify with all three
of the "top" human characters, for various reasons.  That really stuns me,
actually, as most tv I've seen (and tv sf especially) is extremely flat
when it comes to character depth.  Here's what I mean:

Garibaldi: wisecracking, jovial, but lonely...  tough when he must be but
he'd much rather be your buddy...  and you have to like his second
favourite thing in the universe!  (Watching him and Delenn eating popcorn I
nearly fell out of my chair!).  I usually feel that Garibaldi's actions are
quite well motivated.

Ivanova: my favorite...  she is a tense, nasty, tight-lipped bitch, and
still a sympathetic character!  Hearing her mother's story brought out into
the open the fact that there must have been a lot of pain in her life to
make her as she is now, although that was apparent from the start (I
thought).  BTW, for you twits who think she should get together with
Talia... no way, it'll never happen.

Sinclair: the "mystery man"... O'Hare has been criticized for wooden
acting, but he has a tough assignment.  Sinclair is not an expressive
person.  He has a lot going on in his head that he does not want to let
out... how exactly do you portray that?  As for leadership qualities, I
figure he's doing fine: solid in a confrontation, decisive, and flexible
(see MotFL).  I think O'Hare's performance in AtSFoS was great, and I'm
waiting for our next little peek into Sinclair's character.  ("Commander,
there's a problem!"... sheesh, the guy never gets a break!)

Dave Wagner
dgwagner@math.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 16:18:27 GMT
From: cdj@lns598.lns.cornell.edu (Chris D Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alien gender characteristics

I was watching some tapes of the show last night and as I looked at the
various alien makeup I was wondering if certain characteristics of the
make-up were gender linked.

Centauri: They have the most obvious gender characteristics but are the
differences in hair a genetic characteristic or mearly a fashion?  The body
types also appear to be close to human with males on average larger than
females and females having mammary glands.

Narn: By looking closely at the tapes I thought that the males seemed to
have longer indented regions around their eyes than females although I only
had one female to draw conclusions from.  I didn't notice any obvious
difference between the spot patterns between males and females.  The Narn's
didn't have obvious size differences between genders although females still
seem to have mammary glands.

Menbari: On Deleen's aid (Lenier?) I noticed the bone growth on his head
(does that have an official name?) had a central ridge.  Is this a sex
linked characteristic or is it just a family trait?

Vorlons: ????

Has anyone else noticed anything.  I hope the writers add some very
non-human physical differences to the various species.

Chris Jones

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 17:38:08 GMT
From: joshin@cats.ucsc.edu (Joshua Burnett Goldsmith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vorlons

Am I alone in noticing that the Vorlons seem to look an awful lot like a
human pelvis with a snake peeking through...  Weird.

Josh

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 19:38:03 GMT
From: bjmusser@eos.ncsu.edu (BARBARA JANICE MUSSER)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Soul Hunter questions

 I was just rewatching Soul Hunter (you lucky people get it on Wednesday
and I get it Sunday night!)  and the Soul Hunter, after looking at Delenn's
soul, says, "You would plan such a thing?  You would DO such a thing??"  He
must be talking about something to do this Sinclair since he recognizes him
as the one the Minbari did something to, but what was it?  It seems like a
strong statement for just some sort of mind blank.  What could surprise a
Soul Hunter?
    Also, when he asked why Sinclair was helping Delenn, the Soul Hunter
said, "She is Satai."  That seems to imply that just because she is Satai
is a good enough reason for Sinclair to not help her.  Maybe a Satai is
more than JUST a member of the Grey Council.  Then he says that they're
using you.  Could the you mean the human race or just Sinclair?  Either
way, saying that she is Satai is a good enough reason not to help her seems
to imply something about the title.

Barbara

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 19:59:38 GMT
From: bcranton@coal.wpi.edu (Brian W. Cranton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Some nit-picking observations

***Major Spoilers Ahead for Soul Hunter, Midnight on the Firing Line, and
The Sky is Full of Star(?) ***

Oh - my other big gripe is that space scenes always seem to start out real
good and spectacular, but end with a depressingly quick fizzle (this is
more of a letdown than a gripe, some of the scenes are phenomenal - only
their endings leave a lot to be desired).  A lot of people have already
mentioned the Soul Hunter ship recovery which started out mind boggling
good, but ended without much in the way of cool FX (and, I might add, it
ended with a typical MacGyver/Star Trek/Six Million Dollar Man/etc.
artificial dramatic suspense scene.  I mean when they were 10 seconds from
impact and Sinclair is saying this is his last shot was anyone else
wondering how Sinclair could have been so stupidly irresponsible to let the
thing get that close to the station?  And why the people at C&C just assume
their Commander was insane and blow the thing away to save the station?
They should have been counting down to say the thirty seconds to impact
point, at which time they would have blown it away (i.e. someone manning
the sensors saying "We will still have a 99% chance to deflect the ship up
until it is within 27 seconds of imact with the station", and having
Sinclair's last attempt at the 28 second mark).

There are other scenes as well where it looks like either time or monetary
constraints led to quick patchups of the end of the space scenes. For
instance the Minbari tractor beam - after that magnificent space battle
scene I am sure I'm not the only one who groaned in disgust when I saw the
tractor beam kick in.  If that wasn't a quick fix to get the point across
to the viewer that Sinclair was indeed captured (in record time), I don't
know what is.

I have to admit I haven't seen many of the episodes so far (Mind War in
particular is one I missed), but perhaps the space scene that sticks out in
my mind as being the best done start to finish - that is, no bogus ending -
was when Garibaldi and the other pilot were out surveying the destroyed
Frighter in Midnight on the Firing Line.  The way the spotlights from the
fighters crisscrossed the frieghter was spectacular.  The final space fight
of that episode was good - but the Buck Roger's like appearance of the
Renegade's spaceships just killed the scene.  Watching the Furies manuver
gracefully in 3-D spacelike motion was cool - but putting them next to
cumbersome 'old sci-fi' looking Renegades really made the contrast between
good and not-so-good really shine through.

Brian Cranton
bcranton@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 21:03:58 GMT
From: gonzalez@netcom.com (John Gonzalez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Earth/centauris

I have a question for those in the know.  Now, is Earth near Centauri space
or what was once Centauri space?  That's the impression I've gotten so far.
If my impression was correct, did the Centauris know about the humans on
Earth when they were less advanced, in terms of space technology?  Why
didn't the Centauris go to Earth and strip it clean? Or did we, being and
industrial society, strip it clean already?

John

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 00:50:09 GMT
From: wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Diane Westerfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Earth/centauris

gonzalez@netcom.com (John Gonzalez) writes:
>I have a question for those in the know.  Now, is Earth near Centauri
>space or what was once Centauri space?  That's the impression I've gotten
>so far.  If my impression was correct, did the Centauris know about the
>humans on Earth when they were less advanced, in terms of space
>technology?  Why didn't the Centauris go to Earth and strip it clean? Or
>did we, being and industrial society, strip it clean already?

JMS said that by the time the Centauris discovered Earth, they were in
serious decline and didn't have the ability to invade the planet.  So they
made peaceful contact and traded technology for resources.  They wouldn't
trade us weapons during the Minbari war, however...

The Centauris invaded the Narn homeworld some time (a century?  more?)
before discovering Earth.  At that time they still had the power to enslave
the Narns and strip their world (to hear G'Kar talk, anyway).  When they
pulled out they left a lot of technology, especially weapons, behind.  This
formed the basis for the Narn's weaponry industry.

Diane Westerfield
wes5@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Television - SeaQuest & Star Trek (5 msgs) &
                            X-Files (5 msgs) & Brisco County, Jr. &
                            Island City (2 msgs) & Vampire &
                            Land of the Lost & Friday the 13th &
                            Doctor Who

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 14:02:33 GMT
From: mcmahan@saluda.cs.unca.edu (Scott McMahan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest *RENEWED* for summer!

Hero Illustrated's TV&movies column in the latest issue reports that
seaQuest is going to be renewed for six more summer episodes. NO WORD
whatsoever on next season has been revealed, so it is impossible to say one
way or the other that it has been cancelled.

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 16:46:21 GMT
From: dougp@cs.mun.ca (Doug Pippy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deep Space Mall

I am a fan of the classic trek shows, but DS9 is really pissing me off.
All these guys ever do is hang out in what is really a fancy shopping mall.
What ever happened to the good old days of Star Trek? The original show
involved exploring and adventure; character development and technology just
happenend to come along. But with DS9 (and dare I say TNG) Paramount seems
convinced that good characters and techno wizardry comes before plot line.
If this show didn't have the Star Trek name tacked onto it, it wouldn't
have made it past the first season. Just look at what happened to Space
Rangers and what's happening to Babylon5 and SeaQuest.

To Boldy go where no one has gone before? To seek out new life and new
civilizations?  I think not.  Seems like politics is what Star trek is all
about these days. That and inventing new classes of ships.

Doug Pippy
dougp@garfield.cs.mun.ca

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 20:17:24 GMT
From: john@uhs1.uhs.uga.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG "Journey's End"

DENISEI@ALCON.ACU.EDU (DENISE INGLIS) writes:
>Just saw "Journey's End" last night.  This show makes "Sub Rosa" look like
>a gem.  (Well, almost).  The Indian story was just far too patronizing for
>words.  Will this still be an issue in the 24th century?  And will they
>still be referred to as "Indians?"

Off the topic a bit, but since you brought it up...

Well, most American Indians prefer to be called by the name of their tribe,
not a collective label.  I forget what tribe the group from "Journey's End"
was, but if they really wanted to be correct, the tribe name would be the
way to go.

The current P.C. term "Native Americans" was made up by some guilt-ridden
honkey in the census bureau or someplace.  Most American Indians don't care
for that label, and IF a collective label encompasing more than the tribe
must be used, they prefer "American Indians."

Hence the name of the group "American Indian Movement."

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 22:34:58 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG "Journey's End"

DENISEI@ALCON.ACU.EDU (Denise Inglis) writes:
> It's as if the writers have dug up all the episodes that weren't good
> enough to do the last couple of seasons, because they're pressed for time
> or something.  Ronald D. Moore wrote this episode.  Heck *I* could have
> done this well.  I'm beginning to regret all the B5 episodes I had to
> miss in order to watch the last half of this season of ST:TNG.

As for that scrofulous, diseased excrescence of an excuse for a TNG script,
take another look at the credits... second to the last line, just before
the Paramount logo.  Story credit to one of Michael Piller's kids, Sean.
The script may have been done by Moore, but when the staff of TNG starts
buying idea material from its own dorky kids, you have to expect dorky-kid
scripts to result.  This is not the first time something like this has
happened, and I think it's also instructive that people like Tracey Torme,
who seems to have been involved with some of the better first- and
second-year plotlines, left the show...
 
"Journey's End" was no better than a Rockne O'Bannon script for "SEAQUEST,"
and no matter how much Moore got paid for it, I'm appalled that he'd let it
get aired with his name on it.
 
(And I thoroughly enjoyed his "RELICS," too.)
 
The six-year-long problem with Wesley Crusher has *NEVER* been the actor.
Wheaton is *fine*.  But he can only play the script he is given, and with
the scripts he's been handed, his character is a stupid, childish geek, not
a youthful human being with high potential.
 
The very best Wesley Crusher script, "FIRST DUTY," would never have
occurred with a real-life Wesley Crusher.  It was a good show, but a
violation of previous characterization and milieu.

The writers who destroyed a potentially valuable character had never been
bright children, had never *known* bright children, and had no idea how
they'd think, behave, or grow.  THAT was what caused Wesley's
unbelieveability, *not* the actor.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 11:52:18 GMT
From: x93jzd@essex.stfx.ca (The Privateer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Star Trek

The latest episode of TNG was truly a disappointment.  I've always kind of
liked the fact that they try and get across a "good" message with the show,
but the recent "political correctness" is starting to make for really thin
story lines.  Hmmm... I guess I also used to envy Wesley in some ways (I
always wanted to be a boy genius and serve on a starship), but now I
realize he just needs a serious beating.

How about those rules of acquisition? anyone, anyone?

Ken Barker
x93jzd@essex.stfx.ca

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 15:53:49 GMT
From: d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: Deep Space Mall

>All these guys ever do is hang out in what is really a fancy shopping
>mall. What ever happened to the good old days of Star Trek? The original
>show involved exploring and adventure; character development and

The thing that really blows me away about DS9 is that the prime reason the
Fed took over DS9 was to study the Bajoran wormhole and the Gamma quadrant
beyond it. A secondary reason was to keep an eye on the Cardassians and to
keep their grubby paws off of Bajor. The Federation is doing neither very
well, it seems. The wormhole is an afterthought, and most of the time the
Gamma quadrant is ignored or is a place someone is chased to.

Wouldn't the Fed have set up a 'contact team' on the station, with their
own small fleet of runabouts and a charter to map and explore the Gamma
quadrant?  The crew of DS9 seems to be to busy to do this on their own.

Dean

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 14:13:55 GMT
From: U52025@uicvm.uic.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-Files

     I was wondering how the X-files are doing in the Nielsen Ratings? I
notice Brisco County Jr., which comes on before the X-Files, was listed in
the "Save Our Shows" of TV Guide because of the low ratings. Is the X-Files
suffering from the same fate or are they holding up well?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 19:36:20 GMT
From: jonesd@server.uwindsor.ca (Jones  Kristine Lynn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: How are the X-files doing is the Ratings?

Officially, it is doing poorly in the Nielsen ratings *BUT* that doesn't
mean much. First of all, there aren't as many people who get the Fox
network in the first place. Secondly, the show is on Friday night, when not
too many people watch tv anyway. It's being compared to "Home Improvement"
and the like. The X-Files is in no danger of being trashed. It's #2, and
often #1, among its target audience (18-49, I think) for the time slot.
This info was loosely based on a post by Charles Kennedy, the network guy
who so kindly sifts through all the email to the network. :D TV Guide acted
rather hastily, IMHO.

Of course, I'm sure the big time cult following the show has helps, too. :D

Kris
jonesd@server.uwindsor.ca 

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 20:49:48 GMT
From: jgostin@eternal.pha.pa.us (Jeff Gostin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-Files

     X-Files has been renewed for the '94-'95 season. Things are looking
well. Fox's VP of Programming (Charles SumptinOrOther) has received TONS of
feedback from us netfolks about X-Files. In fact, in an interview with
Chris Carter (X-Files Producer), we [the cyberfans] were acknowledged as a
source of immediate feedback and retrospection. Our efforts are
appreciated, it would seem. :-)

Jeff
jgostin@eternal.pha.pa.us

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 00:57:21 GMT
From: mzuzolo1@vaxa.hofstra.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-Files

I've always wanted to know, if anyone can tell me, if the stories from the
show "The X-Files" are true stories?

Michele

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 19:39:38 GMT
From: jonesd@server.uwindsor.ca (Jones  Kristine Lynn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: x-files

mzuzolo1@vaxa.hofstra.edu writes:
>I've always wanted to know, if anyone can tell me, if the stories from the
>show "The X-Files" are true stories?

Well, I was going to jokingly say "of course!" but then I figured that
someone might believe me. :) The stories aren't true for the most part but
they are loosely based on stories that _could_ be true. It depends on
whether or not you believe in psychics, etc; but either way, the shows are
not based on actual specific stories.

Kris
jonesd@server.uwindsor.ca 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 03:16:25 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brisco County List

Here's a list of Brisco County, Jr. Episodes that came from their
production offices.  I'm posting is as I got it off GEnie, thus the 
absent pilot episode.

Show #  Title                    Writer           Director       Air Date

1  Ned Zed                    Jeffrey Boam        Bryan Spicer   3/11
2  Socrates' Sister           Chris Ruppenthal    Greg Beeman    9/24+12/31
3  The Orb Scholar            Carlton Cuse        Andy Tennant   9/3
4  Brisco in Jalisco          Carlton Cuse        Jim Contner    9/17+12/24
5  No Man's Land              Tom Chehak          Kim Manners    9/10+12/3
6  Riverboat                  John Warren         Fred Gerber    10/1+1/21
7  Pirates!                   Richard Outten      Dan Attias     10/8
8  Senior Spirit              John MacNamara      Michael Lange  10/15+3/4
9  Brisco for the Defense     Simkins&MacNamara   Andy Tennant   10/22
10 Showdown                   David Simkins       Kim Manners    10/29+2/20
11 Deep in the Heart of Dixie Kern & Wirth        Joe Napolitano 11/5+3/18
12 Crystal Hawks              Cuse&MacNamara      Win Phelps     11/12
13 Steel Horses               Tom Chehak          Kim Manners    11/19+3/8
14 Mail Order Brides          ChehakWirthSimkins  Michael Shultz 12/10
15 AKA Kansas                 CuseKernMacNamara   Rob Bowman     12/17+3/25
16 Bounty Hunter Convention   Jim Novack          Kim Manners    1/7
17 Fountain of Youth          Kate Baker          Michael Caffey 1/14
18 Brooklyn Dodgers           Don Marcus          Kim Manners    2/11
19 Hard Rock                  John MacNamara      Joe Scanlan    2/4
20 Bye Bly                    Calton Cuse         Kim Manners    2/18
21 Stagecoach                 Jeffrey Vlaming     Felix Alcala   4/1
22 Wild Card                  Kern & Wirth        Larry Shaw     4/8
23 And Baby Makes 3           Tracy Friedman      Kevin Bright   4/22
24 Bad Luck Betty             Blake & Jackson     Joe Scanlon    4/29
25 High Treason Part 1        KernWirthChehakCuse Kim Manners    5/6
26 High Treason Part 2        KernWirthChehakCuse Joe Scanlon    5/13

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.com 

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 17:20:42 GMT
From: 98782359@wsuvm1.csc.wsu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Island City Pilot

ak453@FreeNet.Carleton.CA (Kevin Lightburn) writes:
 >Did anyone catch this pilot? I saw it several weeks ago and thought the
>concept was adequate but poorly written. Anyone have any idea if it will
>picked up?  Did anyone see it?

   It was the dumbest thing I have ever watched on television.  Not only
was the acting F-, the scripts were about as pathetic as you can get.  If
this pilot turns into a series, I will pity the fools who watch it.  I
can't stand SeaQuest for its poor stories, but Island City makes SeaQuest
look good.
 
C. Miller

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 10:10:42 GMT
From: dsheldon@netcom.com (Ed Dravecky III)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Island City

Hmmm... "Island City" is set in the near-future after a "youth-injection"
somehow turns most of the world's population into super-human,
super-psychotic "Recessives"... Our heroes are a "Hazardous Liberation"
team who rescue normal humans from the wastelands that most of the planet
have become... (Let's just say that the climate in "Road Warrior" and
"Damnation Alley" looks like springtime in Connecticut compared to the
world of Island City...) "Island City" is an ultra-high-tech
city-o'-the-future complete with a big force field around it to keep out
the Recessives and the "O" storms (ozone, it is hinted) and everybody has
to wear a "bio-chip" on their chest. (Like Logan's Run, except it tells you
who you can sleep with, not how old you are...)

I have to support the show a little since it is shot near here in Irving,
Texas, and the surrounding area. But the effects began to get tiresome
about halfway through the pilot and the plot and characters seem lifted
from Roddenberry's Genesis II and Planet Earth...only without all the
charm.

It's on Warner's P-TEN so it may have some time to get re-tooled into a
series (ala the improvements to "Babylon 5" from pilot to excellent
series.)

I must admit that a "retro" sci-fi series appeals to me as a concept (if it
was done with love and admiration for the vision and not for cheap laughs).
And "Radium City" is a *GREAT* title for such a show.... I hope it's real!

Ed Dravecky III
dsheldon@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Apr 94 22:28:30 GMT
From: kburt@morgan.ucs.mun.ca (Kent Burt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: '79 TV Movie:  VAMPIRE

Hi. I was just wondering if anyone remembers a 1979 (?) TV movie called
"Vampire."  I can't remember who starred in it or whatever, but I know it's
listed in the Leonard Maltin Movie Guide.  My memory is also failing me as
to the actual content of the film, but I do remember enjoying it immensely
at the time (I was only 7 and it terrified me).  The only part of the movie
I remember is the scene where the vampire emerges from the grave - the moon
causes the shadow of a cross to fall across his grave.  Expectedly, the
vampire is quite disturbed by this and claws through the ground, hungry and
none too pleased... 8) Does anyone else remember this film?  Is it
available on videocassette?

Kent

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 16:16:36 GMT
From: stubbs@vt.edu (Sean Tubbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Another question about sci-fi relics

  I've heard that they sometimes show "The Land of the Lost" on the Sci-Fi
channel, and I was wondering if that was true. That's one of those shows
that I watched in those formative years in the late seventies and early
eighties, and I only remember bits and pieces of it.

  I'm not talking about that horrible revival of it that was on ABC these
past few years, but the good one, with the horrible acting and the bad
special effects. The good one, with the weird plots about the Sleestacks
and their ancestors, and the temple, and the Pylons (and Skylons) and all
of the other strange plot twists.

  So if anyone knows the location of a faq, or anything, please let me
know. Otherwise, I'll just have to get high on the rapids, on board that
tiny raft, plunging down, a thousand feet below...

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 20:38:34 GMT
From: twkollman@miavx1.acs.muohio.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Friday the 13th question

   I vaguely remember an episode of Friday the 13th where the cursed
antique was some sort of large machinery.  The episode had something to do
with people being ground up inside this machine, and it also involved
yardwork or groundskeeping - maybe it took place on a mansion's grounds.  I
know this sounds really strange, but I've been kicking around these bits of
memory for years and I thought I'd try to figure them out.  Thanks in
advance.

TK

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 19:00:06 GMT
From: rrocklif@silver.ucs.indiana.edu (rolf david rockliff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Doctor Who

ATTENTION:  All Doctor Who Fans...

DOCTOR WHO will be returning to television soon.  This time it will be
produced by Amblin Entertainment, an American company which acquired the
rights to the program from the BBC.

If you liked the Seventh Doctor and Ace, or if you are concerned that the
new program might not respect certain essential elements of continuity with
the original program, then you might wish to become a part of "WHOVIANS for
McCOY and ALDRED," a new organization which already encompasses thousands
of Doctor Who fans and several of the largest Doctor Who fan clubs around
the world.

If this interests you and you want more information, then contact us
without delay.  We have ideas.

rrocklif@indiana.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 11 Apr 94 14:12:25 GMT
From: shsilver@indiana.edu (shsilver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Hunted Earth--Is There More?

Chris Meadows asked if there was a sequel to Roger MacBride Allen's _The
Ring of Charon_.  You asked at the right time.  The second book of the
hunted Earth, _The Shattered Sphere_ is due out as a Tor hardcover in July,
so look for it in the middle of June.

Steven H Silver
Indiana University
Department of History
shsilver@iubacs.bitnet
shsilver@ucs.indiana.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 11:04:17 GMT
From: ah447@freenet.carleton.ca (Victor W. Wong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sweet Mythery of Life?

Does anyone know if Robert Asprin has written this next part of his
Mythadventures series?  I know that an announcement of sorts had been made
in 1991 but so far I haven't seen any other hints of when it's due out.

Victor Wong
vincent@micor.ocunix.on.ca

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 15:42:44 GMT
From: hawk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Robyn Goldstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sweet Mythery of Life?

Victor W. Wong <ah447@FreeNet.Carleton.CA> wrote:
>Does anyone know if Robert Asprin has written this next part of his
>Mythadventures series?  I know that an announcement of sorts had been made
>in 1991 but so far I haven't seen any other hints of when it's due out.

According to OCLC, Sweet Mythery of Life was published in 1994.  So I'm
assuming it's on bookshelfs now, or will be in a month or so.  Hope this
helps.

hawk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 19:10:19 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sweet Mythery of Life?

hawk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Robyn Goldstein) writes:
>According to OCLC, Sweet Mythery of Life was published in 1994.

A friend of mine bought it, I read it while visiting.

It had one absolutely hilarious scene in it, that had me laughing until my
sides hurt.  It took me a couple of tries to be able to read it out loud to
my friend.

But the ending is *horrible*.  Not because it's a bad ending, really, but
because it *requires* another book.  And I *hate* that, especially when the
author in question has been known to go for years before printing the
necessary sequel.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 13:05:43 GMT
From: jmhodapp@aplcomm.jhuapl.edu (Jon Hodapp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dopey Question on "The Stars My Destination"

I haven't read "The Stars, My Destination" in some while, but a discussion
of it re-raised a question I have always had about the book.  It is stated
that people can only jaunt to places they have physically been.  No looking
at pictures, nothing allows a jaunt without actually visiting the
destination.  And yet, it seems that people are able to jaunt anywhere at
will, with no regards to where they are going.  The "4 Mile" carnival
'barnstorms' the midwest (the world actually), and there is no
consideration if the workers have ever been to Iowa, Nebraska, or Dublin.
If they haven't, they shouldn't be able to got there.  Gangs of criminals
jaunt from city to city at random.  Now, it might be believed that people
are constantly travelling around the world physically to gather a database
of places so they can eventually jaunt there, but so much is made of the
complete lack of 'real' transportation, that there seems no way for lots of
people to get to, say, The Spanish Steps, so that they can jaunt there.  It
was implied that very rich kids do the "Grand Tour," for such a reason, but
how many workers or ship mechanics would get such a chance?  Am I
over-analyzing, is this a "just ignore it" point, or have I over-looked
something?

Jon

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 11 Apr 1994 09:34:45 -0400
From: "Evelyn C Leeper" <ecl@mtgpfs1.mt.att.com>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BRITTLE INNINGS by Michael Bishop

		     BRITTLE INNINGS by Michael Bishop
     Bantam Spectra, ISBN 0-553-08136-5, April 1994, 502pp, US$21.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   I am not a baseball fan (or indeed, a fan of any sport), so when I first
heard that Michael Bishop was writing a novel about minor league baseball
in the South during World War II, my ears didn't immediately perk up.  But
I kept hearing recommendations and praise for it, so when it arrived, I
decided to give it a try.  Sometimes I make the right decisions.

   BRITTLE INNINGS is good - very good.  Though baseball is the background,
BRITTLE INNINGS is not about baseball; it is about what makes us human,
what makes us the same, and what makes us different.  To do this, Bishop
uses not only the metaphor of baseball, but all the parallels of his theme
in the racial segregation of the era.  The various characters each have his
or her place in society, and this place is often independent of any
rationalbasis.  That may sound trite, but in Bishop's hands, it is not, and
he skillfully uses the hidden true nature of background of his characters
to show how we often make decisions based on incomplete or incorrect
assessments of people.

   The story takes place in 1943, when Danny Boles, fresh out of high
school in Oklahoma, is signed for the Highbridge (Georgia) Hellbenders, a
class C farm club.  When he arrives, however, he has been struck mute by an
incident on his journey and is forced to begin his stay as more of an
observer and less of a participant than might normally be the case.  His
interaction with his teammates, especially Jumbo Hank Clerval, form a
window into the world of human relationships.  There is more I could say
about BRITTLE INNINGS, but I don't want to reveal too much of the plot.

   Bishop also conveys a wonderful sense of time and place - you feel as if
you are in the hot and dusty 1940s South as you read BRITTLE INNINGS. And
in addition to the main part of the novel (written as Danny's first-person
narrative), there are also sections written from another voice, in a
totally different style, which describe a totally different time and place.
These, too, are excellent, and the combination of the two provides yet
another level of meaning.  I heartily recommend this book, not only for
now, but also as a strong contender when Hugo time comes around.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 11:02:06 GMT
From: groover@netcom.com (Robert Groover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review of GLORY SEASON by David Brin

terman@rossi.astro.nwu.edu (James Terman) writes:
>David Brin has said many times that although he loves the Uplift series
>and intends to do many stories in it (fine with me!), he wants to write
>two non- uplift books for every uplift book he writes. In the introduction
>to the review I was merely expressing concern that his non-uplift books
>might get neglected by dissapointed uplift-war fans.

Aside from _The Postman_ - which I thought was really very good, and
under-promoted - I've been somewhat disappointed in Brin's other stuff
(e.g. _Practice Effect_).  However, in some ways the Uplift books are
pretty "raw"; I would guess that part of the problem might be that his
writing skills have advanced considerably, and that he does not want to be
locked into his earlier level of writing?

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 04:34:53 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  500 Years After

lak@world.std.com (Larry A Keber) writes:
>One thing that bothers me is that in Jhereg, Aliera tells Vlad about the
>Dragon-Jhereg war which happened just before Adron's Disaster. Yet in 500
>Years After, thre is no mention of it (that I saw, anyway...)

Yes, I was also watching for that, and didn't see it; perhaps because (this
time) none of the principals were Jhereg, we didn't see the actual
maneuvering/plotting as such? The Dragons involved would get an *entirely*
different picture of what was going on, if I'm not mistaken...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 11:32:15 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After

P Nielsen Hayden <pnh@panix.com> wrote:
>Oddly, I'm posting this from Steve Brust's living room, where I've been
>reading the manuscript of ORCA.  My my.  What Our Steve is doing.  My.

   Aaaaiiirrgggh. It's not fair to tease us about a book that we won't see
for over a year. Play nice, Patrick, or I'll sic Debbie Notkin on you.

   Incidentally, I've been thinking about titles for the next volume of the
Khaavren Romances. There's a distinct lack of parallelism among the three
working titles we've seen - _The Enchantress of Dzur Mountain_ and _The
Lord of Castle Black_ both refer to characters in the novels; _Two Hundred
Years Later_ doesn't. Since _THYL_ presumably features the beginning of of
Empress Zerika's reign, the book could be named after her: _The Reborn
Phoenix_. Of course, we already have _Phoenix_ and _The Phoenix Guards_, so
that might also cause retailer confusion.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu
goldfarb@UCBOCF.BITNET   
goldfarb@soda.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 14:45:48 GMT
From: gacohen@seas.gwu.edu (Geoff A. Cohen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After

David Goldfarb <goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu> wrote:
>Incidentally, I've been thinking about titles for the next volume of the
>Khaavren Romances. ...

In case there are people out there who haven't noticed, Brust is
structuring the Khaavren Romances very closely after Dumas' Musketeer
cycle.

	Brust					Dumas
_The Phoenix Guards_			_The Three Musketeers_
_Five Hundred Years After_		_Twenty Years After_
_Viscount of Adrilankha_		_Viscount of Bragellonne_
	"200 Years Later"			Part I
	"Enchantress of Dzur Mtn"		Part II
	"Lord of Castle Black"			"Man in the Iron Mask"

I don't think the first two parts of _Bragellonne_ are in print in English.
Does anyone want to fill me in on their names, if they had separate titles?
If we are to further assume _plot_ similarity, then "Lord of Castle Black"
is going to be *very* depressing...

And did everyone notice that _Five Hundred Years After_ was submitted to
Empress Norathar?  How do you suppose *that* happened?

Geoff Cohen

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 16:42:57 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After

gacohen@seas.gwu.edu (Geoff A. Cohen) writes:
>And did everyone notice that _Five Hundred Years After_ was submitted to
>Empress Norathar?  How do you suppose *that* happened?

Easy: the conceit is that FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER was composed and
published by Paarfi sometime (but not long) after the events of the Vlad
books so far.

Incidentally, those of you engaging in what John Clute calls "the frenzy of
interpretation" regarding THE VISCOUNT OF ADRILANKHA may be interested to
know that the working title for Volume One is now THE PATHS OF THE DEAD.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 06:37:48 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After

A slew of disjoint comments, here.
 
For the first Viscount book, well, there's 'The Empress from the Ashes' or
'The Empress of the Ashes' or even 'The Empress from the Paths of the
Dead'; I don't think the means of Zerika's accesnsion have a precedent.
 
As for Zerika being the last Phoenix - does that mean, when she dies, the
cycle falls off its wall and a quarter million years of Drageran political
history goes *fwomp!*, or will Phoenixes start flying over births in other
houses, or, Graydon's favourite suguestion, will some _Easterners_ become
the new house of the Phoenix? (Since they are *constantly* being reborn, by
Drageran standards, after all.)
 
Zerika did mention to Vlad that she was thinking of stepping down in
_Phoenix_; one supposes that she becomes Princess Zerika at that point.
Cawti's efforts to promote reform are likely to take a bizarre turn or two
after Norathar's accension, too. :]
 
What _I_ am most interested in, though, is what Vlad does to get the Jhereg
to stop trying to kill him; he has to do *something*, because he may be
setting survival time records, but having him survive for another thirteen
books _without_ resolving that would seem to be somewhat unlikely.
 
The question becomes 'what could *possibly* convince the Jhereg to stop
trying?'  I'm not sure Verra herself could manage it, so I become
increasingly bemused trying to think of a reason.
 
(Does the Lord of Castle Black: take place around the same time as the Vlad
books, or do we get to see Morrolan in his younger, wilder, days when he
sacrificed whole villages to Verra?)

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 04:26:54 GMT
From: an74191@anon.penet.fi (ShadowMist)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust:  Vlad Possibility

   While reading posts in this group I came upon one that wondered if the
Easterners were going to be the new House of the Phoenix, then a few posts
down someone asked what Vlad was going to do to get the Jhereg off his
back.  This is my idea of a possible way he could do it.
         
   Disclamer: Chances are this is wrong.  I've come to this idea through
several persons posts on this group, so thanks for the food for thought.
And when I mean get the Jhereg off his back, I mean only in respect to
Morganti weapons (as I doubt if the Jhereg are going to be *TOTALLY* off
Vlad's back, even if this idea of mine is true).
                     
   So this is my idea:
         
   1) We learned in Jhereg that Vlad is the reincarnation of the ex-Dragon
who founded the Jhereg (IMO as a mockery to the other Houses, especially
the House of the Dragon).
    
   2) We know that Vlad has got some pretty powerful friends both in and
out of the Jhereg (Aliera: sorcery, chaos-sorcery, a great weapon;
Morrolan: a bit of chaos-sorcery, witchcraft [who knows how much], sorcery,
a great weapon; Sethra: undead, sorcery, a great weapon, and who knows what
else!; Cawti: witchcraft; Noshpa [forgive if I spelled it wrong, I don't
have the books with me]: witchcraft; Krager?  {possibly an ally, he and
Vlad always seemed to get along}) of which of probably forgotten some.
    
   3) Also Vlad himself is IMO pretty powerful himself.  He knows
witchcraft, has a jhereg famillar (who has a jhereg mate), knows some
sorcery, has used chaos-sorcery at least once and has Spellbreaker which,
for some reason, I get the suspicion is a great weapon) and seems to have
SOME kind of relationship with Verra (although they seem to have had a
falling out at the end of Phoenix).
   
   Conclusion: History will repeat itself, with Vlad placing the
Easterners, a group that could be considered a House but isn't really one,
on the Cycle.  Thus the Cycle won't collapse because of Zerika being the
last Phoenix (and to the person who asked why couldn't Zerika become like
Sethra and be the Empress whenever the Cycle was on the Phoenix: There's a
rule, we're told in Taltos, prohibiting the undead from holding an Imperial
office).  The Jhereg would, at least, `tone down' its attempts to kill Vlad
because it would probably tick off a House if its founder got killed by a
Morganti Weapon.
                      
   I can already see some holes in this idea, like Vlad was told in Taltos
that if he came again to the Paths of the Dead that he wouldn't be allowed
to leave, but I think the general idea still holds true as a possibility.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 05:21:50 GMT
From: mchong@solomon.technet.sg (Michael Chong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hugh Cook - Any new novels?

I've read Hugh Cook's "Chronicles of an Age of Darkness" Vols 1 to 10 and
really enjoyed them.  In fact I've read them all more than once.

Does he have any other works outside this series?

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 08:28:00 GMT
From: tony.trujillo@sound.com (Tony Trujillo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John DeChancie

> ... but I thought the "Castle Perilous" series is basically unreadable
> (except for the first one, which was barely ok).

Why do you say that? I find it hard to believe since I think John is one of
those rare authors who writes believable characters and makes the scenes in
the book appear before your eyes. I equate his style of writing one the
same level as Roger Zelazny.

>_Doctor Dimension_ was tossed back on the shelf after I skimmed the first
>chapter

DOCTOR DIMENSION was written more by David than John. Another thing you
have to consider is that DOCD is a parody of pulp 40/50's SF. If you don't
understand that you loose all of the humor... however I do think that DOCD
is not one of his better efforts.

> haven't tried _Magicnet_ (although I might.)

I enjoyed MAGICNET because it was something different from what John had
written in the past. If you don't like THE CASTLE SERIES, you might want to
try his SKYWAY SERIES which consists of three books: STARRIGGER, RED LIMIT
FREEWAY, and PARADOX ALLEY.  I consider the first book one of the best SF
books I've ever read.

Tony.Trujillo@sound.com

------------------------------
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Date: 11 Apr 94 16:01:29 GMT
From: fiver@cray-ymp.acm.stuorg.vt.edu (fiver rabbit)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gap into Conflict

I am a very big Donaldson fan and I do find the Gap books are just as
fascinating as his previous work.  I find one can sympathize very much with
Angus Thermopyle - he has himself always been victimized by his universe's
government, he is never allowed to have any sense of respect for anyone and
anything and, to top it all off, his condition will NEVER change - he has
all his life been placed in a position where he has had no real choice in
his actions.  Even when he is caught by the government, he is used by the
government for its devious ends without any choice. It is an obey or die
situation, just as his previous life was a run or die situation.  I feel
great sympathy for this character myself, no matter how violent and
loathsome he may seem at first, I still think he is one of the saddest
characters in Donaldson's works.

All opinions eagerly welcome on Donaldson's work.  I'm just waiting for the
next book which I will gobble up most readily :)

Michael G. Haynes
fiver@onededbdy.async.vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 08:41:03 GMT
From: phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org (Phil Verdieck (x246))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Drake - Crisis of Empire IV

Two weeks ago I was surprised to see some book that was the fourth in David
Drake's Crisis of Empire series.  However he wasn't co-listed as author.
This, and the fact that the bookstore's computer database SUCKS! (they
don't even have the third book in the series listed) means that I have no
idea who the author is, or what the book is called. Has anybody picked this
up??

Philip Verdieck
phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 16:01:23 GMT
From: bu1mw@sunc.shef.ac.uk (M Wright)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Farren

Stephen Banks (sbanks@neosoft.com) wrote:
>... anyone remember Mick Farren? What's he been at lately?

What I wonder is does anyone have a full listing of Farren's books?

I know he released Phaid differently in UK and USA, split into 2 books, and
he re released CORPSE under a different title in the US, but I bought a
copy and find that he has re-written it, same story, different words!

Does anyone know what else he has done?

Mike w

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 14:15:38 GMT
From: sterner@upenn5.hep.upenn.edu (Kevin Sterner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RAYMOND Z. GALLUN IS DEAD

It is never easy or pleasant to announce the death of a friend, but when
that friend was one of enormous literary talent, it is all the more
difficult.

Science fiction writer Raymond Z. Gallun (b. 1910) died in New York City
this past Saturday, 4/2/94.

I don't really know any more than that; I will fill in the details as I
hear them.

Ray was one of the pioneers of SF, first published in 1929.  His first
claim to fame came in 1934, with the publication of "Old Faithful".  Until
that time, aliens in SF were generally of the Bug-Eyed Monster type; the
alien #774 in this tale was depicted as a dissident scientist who valued
discovery and truth above the laws of his society.

He published many short stories and novels throughout his life, but always
remained strangely undervalued and unrecognized by most readers of the
field.  I believe his last published work was the novel _Bioblast_ in the
mid 1980's - I remember that he received several congratulatory letters
from people who thought it was his first publication!  This is perhaps
unsurprising, as he had not had a novel published since the 1970's, and
everything was out of print.

As a person, he was fascinating to spend time with.  He was one of the last
living resources of firsthand information about the golden age of SF.  He
was also witty and argumentative: I can still picture him taking delight in
ridiculing the SCA-type medievalists that plague SF conventions, demanding
to know why anyone would romanticize such a time of unparalleled human
misery.

I wish he could have given us a little more time.  I was looking forward to
seeing him at I-CON 13 (April 15-17, SUNY at Stony Brook).  One of the
highlights of the convention was always the presentation of the Raymond Z.
Gallun Award for lifetime achievement in SF; we will now have to present it
without him.  It will now be called the Raymond Z. Gallun Memorial Award.

In his memory, I urge you all to find some of his books and read them.
There is no better tribute to a writer.

Kevin L. Sterner
U. Penn. High Energy Physics

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 12:33:44 GMT
From: poc@usb.ve ("Patrick O'Callaghan")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

Does anyone else think "A Transatlantic Tunnel, Hurrah!", is easily
Harrison's best novel? It's also one of the best alternative-history novels
I've ever read.

Patrick O'Callaghan			
Departamento de Computacion
Universidad Simon Bolivar 	
Sartenejas, Baruta, Edo. Miranda
Caracas, Venezuela		
poc@usb.ve

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 12:09:34 GMT
From: u5x58@lfht1.hso.link.com (Paula Berman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: I Will Fear No Evil

Actually, I think a strong case could be made that the central idea behind
IWFNEis the exploration of gender roles, or, more specifically, how what's
on the outside of your body influences what's on the inside of your head.

As for the 'promiscuity' in the book: Heinlein's general theory of writing
SF is to take a trend, idea, or invention, follow it to its logical
conclusion, and see where it takes you.  This book was written in the
1960's a time of rapidly changing sexual mores, much discussion on the
possibilities of alternate forms of marriage, and a great interest in
Eastern and near-Eastern forms of spirituality ( all the yoga and
meditation in the book).  Heinlein almost never, in any book, explicitly
implies his approval of the universe he has created - there is a comment in
IWFNE to the effect that ,"Maybe the best most of these young people can do
is to stare at their navels, chanting 'OM' - at least it does no harm" (
that's the gist, not the exact words. )

I don't think there's anything wrong with the fact that in this book, RAH
chooses to explore mostl social trends, rather than his usual
social/technical/political mix. For further discussion, see Spider
Robinson's essay, "RAH RAH R.A.H."

Paula Berman                        
u5x58@lfht1.hso.link.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 12:19:14 GMT
From: elucas@paul.spu.edu (Eric Lucas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Patricia Kennealy

CHRISTOPH_E@salt.plu.edu writes:
> The series that she wrote that included _Scone_ was called the "Keltiad"
> and it is a trilogy (the other two are _The Copper Crown_ and _The Silver
> Branch_).  From what I have heard (and it may or may not be true) is that
> she is going to write two other trilogies, one based upon Arthur and how
> he saved the Keltic people and Brenden, the druid who led the Kelts from
> Earth. She has already written the first book in the Arthur series (the
> name of which escapes me) and the second book was due out last year
> (woops, I guess it is a bit late...)

The title of the first Authruian book was The Hawks Grey Feather, which I
enjoyed very much.  I am, however, growing impatient for the remainder of
the trilogy since it stated that it is a planned trilogy.

Eric R. Lucas
Seattle, WA
elucas@paul.spu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 12:19:14 GMT
From: elucas@paul.spu.edu (Eric Lucas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Lawhead

ssaunder@fox.nstn.ns.ca ("Steve Saunders & Bev Richardson") writes:
> I read some while back on the net a blurb on Stephen Lawhead's Merlin,
> Taliesin, and Arthur books. The person said they were unusual. Are they
> good? Should I get them?

I have enjoyed all three of Stephen R. Lawhead's fantasy trilogies and,
yes, IMHO the Arthurian trilogy is worth it. The first book, Taliesin,
interestingly combines the Arthurian history with the Atlantian legend.
His last trilogy, The Song of Albion, and his first (the series title
escapes me) were very good as well.

Eric R. Lucas
Seattle, WA
elucas@paul.spu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 02:32:53 GMT
From: awalsh@fox.nstn.ns.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kube-McDowell's Trigon Disunity

I just read Emprise and Enigma, the first two novels of Michael P.
Kube-McDowell's Trigon Disunity. They were both excellent and absorbing
stories. However, I cannot find the third book which I believe was called
Emprey. I think. How can I go about getting this book? It's not listed at
the library or the bookstore. Please help.  Any assistance is greatly
appreciated. Please send replies via Email since my news server sucks
really bad. :-)

Andrew Walsh
awalsh@fox.nstn.ns.ca

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 02:53:54 GMT
From: tfharris@bbs.iquest.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Robotech Novel

For all fans of the dearly departed Japanamation series _Robotech_, I just
discovered today that a new Jack McKinney _Robotech_ novel has been
released. Since I only just purchased my copy today, I cannot give an
opinion on its literary merits (I'm not much of a McKinney fan, myself).

The new novel chronicles the Zentradi Malcontent Uprisings which occur, in
the Robotech continuity, between the last Macross episode and the first
Sentinels episode (released only on video). The novel, according to
McKinney's introduction, incorporates the continuity from the previously
relesed _Robotech: The Malcontent Uprisings_ comic book series published by
Eternity, although McKinney admits making some changes.

For those of us whose cable companies, burdened by Congress's latest
"public interest" legislation, do not carry the Sci-Fi Channel which is now
running _Robotech_, this may be a quick fix for Protoculture addiction.

Franklin Harris
tfharris@bbs.iquest.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 17:25:50 GMT
From: lillyp@tuzo.erin (Lilly Posarac)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Magic of Recluce

Banks_Douglas <dbanks@po.EECS.Berkeley.EDU> wrote:
>BTW, just read "The Magic of Recluce" with another wretched Sweet cover.
>It is really one of the worst books I have ever read.  I mean, it scrapes
>the bottom of the barrel of badness.  I'm sorry if someone out there loves
>this book - actually, if you do, please write to explain why.  If any of
>you out there read it and also hated it, please feel free to agree with me
>at length.  The only thing I got out of the book is it made me hungry for
>cheese - I have never read a book where people spent so much time eating
>cheese.
>
>But good lord I didn't like much else!
 
I agree completely.  I thought Magic of Recluce and The Towers of the
Sunset were among the worst books I've ever read.  I don't even know why I
read Towers after Recluce.

I never felt like I knew any of the characters (these books have almost
zero character development) or the land these people were travelling
through.  You just never seemed to get a sense of what was going on.  I
also couldn't stand the way Modesitt wrote in the present tense.  It really
got on my nerves.  After reading both books (which goes back in time, i.e.,
Magic actually takes place after Towers), I just said to myself "What was
that all about".

I too would like to hear from others who liked these books and why.  (and
yes, they eat an awful lot of cheese).

Lilly Posarac
University of Toronto, Computer Science
lillyp@credit.erin.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 18:51:40 GMT
From: jtcyen@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Jonathan Yen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Magic of Recluce

Well, I have to say, I liked the _Magic of Recluce_ a lot.  I don't know
why, I just liked it.  I remember when I bought it that I was thinking to
myself, "Oh, no, not another coming to age story.  Yippee...a novel that is
like the Belgariad and the Wheel of time..."

But when I read the novel, I was really into it.  I could relate to Lerris
and his feeling of boredom towards the sterile and ordered life of Recluce.
I was interested in the magic system of the world, regarding order and
chaos.  It was nice to see a magic system based on intelligence rather than
on brute force.  I mean, Lerris could not have won the final battle just by
using his inate strength, for obvious reasons if you have read the novel.

I was happy to see that Modesitt stayed true to characterization and let
our understanding of the world grow to proportion to Lerris's realization
of his place in the world.  Modesitt didn't pull anything out of the hat;
information Lerris didn't know, we didn't know.

The Tower of Sunsets I hated though.

Jonathan

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 21:04:16 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Magic of Recluce

lillyp@tuzo.erin (Lilly Posarac) writes:
>I agree completely.  I thought Magic of Recluce and The Towers of the
>Sunset were among the worst books I've ever read.  I don't even know why I
>read Towers after Recluce.

I've read all three books, and I enjoyed them all very much.  In fact, I
have read them all at least twice.

_The Magic of Recluce_ is my favorite, followed by _The Magic Engineer_.  I
did just reread _The Towers of Sunset_, however, and I did enjoy it.

I am eagerly waiting the next Recluce books (there should be one or two,
depending).

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 16:45:12 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Magic of Recluce

Lilly Posarac@tuzo.erin writes:
> I agree completely.  I thought Magic of Recluce and The Towers of the
> Sunset were among the worst books I've ever read.  I don't even know why
> I read Towers after Recluce.

Half-disagree. I thought _MoR_ was very good, and _TotS_ was terrible.

> I never felt like I knew any of the characters (these books have almost
> zero character development) or the land these people were travelling
> through.  You just never seemed to get a sense of what was going on.

Full disagree (at least about _MoR_ - I don't remember anything at all
about _TotS_, which is one of the reasons I dislike it.)

The character development was very strong. However, it was all implied.
Lerris never says "*God*, I'm miserable today" but you can tell by the way
he's behaving. (At least, I could. Obviously, your milage varied.)
Similarly, he never thinks "Lo, I have reached an epiphany and will set
forth charged with new resolve"; he just winds up growing a great deal over
the course of the story, without really noticing. Which is more like real
life than most fantasy novels that float by.

This style of writing is unconventional, so people aren't used to it, so
it's possible to get the impression that he's an emotionless hulk. But I
think Modesitt is actually doing a very good job. All the main characters
came through very clearly.

> I also couldn't stand the way Modesitt wrote in the present tense.  It
> really got on my nerves.

I believe you. It didn't get on my nerves. Neither of these facts is
supports or denies your original claim that it was a lousy book.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 20:17:34 GMT
From: ar831@freenet.carleton.ca (Sean Radford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Magic of Recluce

It wasn't among my favorites, but I did like it. It had some very evil
characters, which is always helpful, and a reasonably new slant on magic.
Lerris wasn't the world's most interesting character, but he was better
than many others I've read. I liked it, for some reason, when he was
perfecting his craft of woodworking, figuring out how important order was
to the craft. I didn't think it had a great ending, but I've seen worse
(Kurtz's Javen's Year springs to mind).

lillyp@tuzo.erin (Lilly Posarac) says:
>I agree completely.  I thought Magic of Recluce and The Towers of the
>Sunset were among the worst books I've ever read.  I don't even know why I
>read Towers after Recluce.

The funny thing about Towers was it was set (much of it) in an entirely
different part of the world, in a different time, with entirely different
characters. Aside from the relationship between order and chaos the book
couldn't really be called a sequel. I liked parts of it, notably the
telling of how Recluce was founded. By the way, when you wonder why you
bought Towers, how many out there wonder why they bought Tad Williams' To
Green Angel Tower after the abominably boring, pointless Stone of Farewell?
SOFW gets my vote as worst SF ever.

Sean

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 22:35:34 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Magic of Recluce

ar831@FreeNet.Carleton.CA (Sean Radford) writes:
>Aside from the relationship between order and chaos [The Towers of Sunset]
>couldn't really be called a sequel.

Of course it's not.  It's a prequel - it tells how Recluce was founded.
And it sets up some background for future books (namely, Engineer, and the
one or two books I am expecting to come in the future).  But it's a *very*
different book from the other two: both of the other two are largely about
someone finding himself, or at least his place in the world, while Towers
is about someone (well, a couple of people) changing the world so they can
be in it.

The one or two books I expect next would be about the demise of Fairhaven
(aka Frven), and what comes after _The Magic of Recluce_.  (There is a
prophecy in _The Magic Engineers_ that implies, to me, that a major change
to the world there is going to happen.)

------------------------------
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Date: 8 Apr 94 21:03:28 GMT
From: mfterman@tucson.princeton.edu (Mutant for Hire)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Magic of Recluce

lillyp@tuzo.erin (Lilly Posarac) writes:
>I never felt like I knew any of the characters (these books have almost
>zero character development) 

No, Lerris does develop, it's just that it isn't done in traditional book
format. There isn't the sudden revelation and he starts acting more mature,
though I'd say there's a bit more of a visible transition when he settles
down as a woodworker for a while. When he comes out of it, he's working out
answers for himself, as distinct from going around drifting and being
bored.

At that point, he was still living a reactive existence, which got kicked
in his face when everything blew up around him. At that point he started to
go for other answers than the ones he had in his book, and to start taking
an active role in the fight against the white magicians.

Lerris isn't a particularly likeable character, he's somewhat on the bland
side, on the other hand, I could probably identify with him more than a lot
of the more charismatic heroes.

Martin Terman
mfterman@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 16:00:00 GMT
From: nachison@scsud.ctstateu.edu (Beth Nachison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Any Janet Morris Fans ?

hawk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Robyn Goldstein) writes:
>I'm also a fan of Janet Morris!  I'm not exactly sure what she's doing
>these days.  I think (but I'm not positive) that she's been contributing
>short stories to C.J. Cherryth's Morovain Night(sp?) shared world.  I

[Snip - mention of her involvement in Mervingen Nights series, Thieves'
World series and associated novels.]

She also edited and contributed stories and co-wrote novels for the HEROES
IN HELL shared-world, at about the same time (mid-late 80s) as those
series.

>I'm not sure if I can totally answer why they're out of print, but I do
>remember reading a few years ago something with Janet Morris and she was
>saying that when she first put out the Silistra series, she was told (by
>booksellers, etc. . . - not her publishers) that the story was filth and
>should not be sold.  There might have been enough booksellers that didn't
>want to carry her books, that it wasn't worth keeping it in print.  If her
>Dream Dancer series (I've never read that one) is anything like her
>Silistra series, I wouldn't be surprised if it's the same thing as I said
>above.  Plus, having read a lot of Morris, she does tend to get really
>deeply into whatever she's doing.  Maybe her books were too "deep" (I
>think this explains what I mean) for the average SF/Fantasy reader, and
>they didn't sell too well.  If that happened, the publisher's aren't going
>to bother reprinting the books.

The DREAM DANCER trilogy was very little like the Silistra books -
certainly there wasn't anything in it that could be called "filth" and IMO
was well-written and had interesting ideas and characters, but I suspect
it's OOP for the same reason most pb originals go OOP and stay that way:
the market prizes novelty, and the tax laws penalize publishers for keeping
their backlist available.

As for what she's doing now: there have been several novels in recent years
in collaboration with her husband, both fantasy (finishing up the stories
of some of her Thieves' World characters, though not in the Thieves' World
setting) and sf (THRESHOLD <sp?> comes to mind, and at least 1 or 2
sequels).

They've been very much involved, as well, in the effort to develop
non-lethal weapons technology on a practical basis, working with various
industry and government agencies.  There was a good article about that in
Newsweek in February.

Beth
nachison@scsu.ctstateu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 07:16:38 GMT
From: spiker@rice-chex.ai.mit.edu (Spike R. MacPhee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Soft weapon

A correction to Andrew Clayton's praise of "Soft Weapon".  It appeared in
the collection "Neutron Star", which BTW should always be read before
Ringworld to heighten the impact of the chapter titled Starseed Lure.
Also, 7 of the 8 stories in Neutron Star are referred to in Ringworld
indirectly.  But Andrew is right, "Soft Weapon" is great.  A classic
example of Niven's "think it through" approach - you have to reach
conclusions about the profession of the weapon's user from the weapon's
capabilities...

Spike R. MacPhee
spiker@gnu.ai.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 11:39:54 GMT
From: lwmjd@mail.bris.ac.uk (M J Drew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What happened to David Palmer?

Jessica Bayliss (jbayliss@mondrian.CSUFresno.EDU) wrote:
>Does anyone know whatever happened to David Palmer? He wrote the SF book
>"Emergence" and another book (that was supposed to have a sequel, but
>never did).

The other book was Threshold which definitely indicated a sequal.

>I'd like to know if he published any more books or if he's written under a
>different pseudonym because I enjoy his writing.

I enjoyed Emergence, which was a suberb post-catastrophe novel. Threshold
was reasonable. I have been looking out for more by him but have not found
any more.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 18:06:00 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Spider Robinson

JB2404A@auvm.american.edu wrote:
>Looking for anything new by Spider Robinson.  Last new book by him I saw
>was Callahan's Touch.

_Off the Wall at Callahan's_ or something along those lines, is out in
trade paperback.  It's sort of the Robinson equivalent of Heinlein's _The
Notebooks of Lazarus Long_.  A friend of mine bought me a copy; I probably
would not have bothered.

Last I heard, he was writing the third Star* book (Stardancer, Starseed)
and I heard him read the first part out loud at a con last year.  Sounded
quite promising, and hopefully it will be better than Starseed was.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 01:58:55 GMT
From: JDUDLEY@ksuvxa.kent.edu (Joe Dudley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Simmons

Yes, I've read the first Hyperion book and agree it's quite good, but I'm
not sure about new (however, if it's good, new isn't that important; it's
PRESENTATION that counts).

The second book didn't hold my interest; not that it was bad - I guess I'd
just had enough space opera for a while when I picked it up.

Joe Dudley
jdudley@ksuvxa.kent.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 02:02:25 GMT
From: JDUDLEY@ksuvxa.kent.edu (Joe Dudley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Simmons

Now _Summer of Night_ was another matter all together.  I loved every word
of it, so much so that I bought the chapbook with the material that was cut
out of the book when it was published.

Joe Dudley
jdudley@ ksuvxa.kent.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 12:46:21 GMT
From: WKING@utkvx.utcc.utk.edu (William A King)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

mito@tcp.com (Jee Hoon Lee) writes:
>It's been done before, but as with all good themes is still open to fresh
>examination.However, I was expecting more from Simmons than the brisk,
>commercial prose I found. Did he need the money?  Or was he experimenting
>with a more mainstream style? I don't know, but I do know that the story
>read like a supermarket horror novel. Ok, I am a mite biased against
>horror, yet Carrion Comfort had ten times the chilling factor and
>psychological power compared to the Hollow Man. I haven't read his other
>horror books, so I don't know if HM is just a fluke.

While I tend to agree with your assessment of HM not being as powerful a
novel as CC, I have to disagree with you calling it a supermarket horror
novel.  HM was Simmons' version of Dante's Inferno.  It also had a depth of
characterization that is rare in any novel, and certainly not present in
the horror novels you compare it to.

I'm also not sure what you mean by 'brisk, commercial prose.'  Simmons
writes well enough that it can be very easy to read, but I read HM twice
and was still finding fresh insights the second time.  (Not what I would
consider a hallmark of commercial prose...)  You also praise Simmons for
his 'flexible style;' this is a major reason why any new Simmons goes
immediately to the top of my MUST-GET, MUST-READ list.

>concept had great potential: about the moral and psychological turmoil of
>a telepath who can't control his powers.

I believe you missed a subtle point on this one; it wasn't that he COULDN'T
control his powers, but rather that he WOULDN'T.  Part of the tragedy of HM
was the lead character's (I can't for the life of me remember his name)
going so long and through so much hell before he finally realizes that he
really CAN control it...

Bill

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 13:56:13 GMT
From: EFEEHAN@umiami.ir.miami.edu (Fiona)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neal Stephenson

Colin Chisholm {colin@mcs.com} writes:
>INTERFACE is about a political candidate ... who has special hardware
>built into his brain so that he has instant access to all polls and forms
>of media.  Therefore, he knows exactly what you want to hear at a moment's
>notice.  Very useful if you're running for office.

Sounds like he might have borrowed an idea from John Kessel's _Good News
>From Outer Space_, a hip end-of-the-century satire of the sort that
Stephenson might well have read. One of the characters argues (tongue in
cheek) that a politician wired to access polls and so on would be able to
voice what the majority of his constituents want to hear at a moment's
notice.  A reporter complains, "And nobody ever has to think."  The
sardonic response (as I remember it, I don't have the book in front of me)
is "Think?  Get online, brother!  Thought is just resistance in the
circuit!  It slows things down, heats them up.  It's not _necessary_."

Very funny book.  I highly recommend it.

Fiona
efeehan@umiami.ir.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 21:15:39 GMT
From: ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk (David Langford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Michael Swanwick review: The Iron Dragon's Daughter

Author:     Michael Swanwick
Title:      The Iron Dragon's Daughter
Publisher:  Millennium
City:       London
Date:       1993
Order Info: 1-85798-081-6
Pages:      343pp
Comments:   large paperback UKP 8.99 
 
reviewed by Dave Langford

[A version of this review is to appear in the British SF Association's
critical journal VECTOR.]

When John Crowley's _Little, Big_ appeared in 1981, it carried (and has
carried ever since) a commendation from Ursula Le Guin: `a book that all by
itself calls for a redefinition of fantasy.' This begs the question, of
course ... can we have a _re_definition when definition has always been
elusive? It may be less so when John Clute has finished weaving the
hypertextual Net To Catch Fantasy that will structure the coming
Clute/Grant _Fantasy Encyclopedia_. For now let's say that, like _Little,
Big_ yet far removed from it, _The Iron Dragon's Daughter_ gives one hell
of a jolt to received ideas of what is possible in fantasy.

Swanwick's otherworld setting is simultaneously magical and steampunk-like,
a dreamland ravaged by Industrial Revolution. Its opening sequence in the
vast factory where iron dragons (cybermagical war machines) are made
_seems_ to cue a standard picaresque: when Jane the indentured changeling
has flown an iron dragon to safety, she and it will have adventures at all
the interesting places on the map, right?

In fact the dragon Melanchthon recedes for a time into the background, and
Jane's story weaves on through a series of surprises. School life with a
class of weirdly assorted nonhumans alternates with shoplifting down at the
local mall, with fantasy and realism brutally interwoven. The child-catcher
sent to retrieve Jane for the factory engages in a battle of electronic
countermeasures with the dragon, under the guise of a riddle game. A friend
chosen for a year of bliss followed by glorious burning in a wicker cage is
of course constantly appearing on TV (and hides a dirty little secret which
in our own world, the other side of Dream Gate, could only be allegorical).
The school principal's basilisk provides one memorably nasty bit of
description. In the next sequence at university, Jane's initiation into how
alchemy really works, not to mention the real difference between exoteric
and esoteric, has a bizarre ring of conviction. (Not to mention humour. I
loved the passage where Jane and another female student discuss the
essential giving of a name to their, ahem, fount of sexual power: `Siege
Perilous', for example, or `The Ineluctable Cavern of Despair'.) Swanwick's
invention never flags, and there are plenty more ingenious set-pieces,
outlined with hallucinated intensity.

Besides illuminations there are mysteries, lines of perplexity which all
lead to Spiral Castle: not a castle but a singularity, a beginning and
ending place, a multidimensional manifold supporting or enclosing the
universe. One withered and blasted explorer lectures to the University
about his disastrous expedition through Hell Gate almost to Spiral Castle,
with slides ... this is called the Deep Grammar lecture. Through tangles of
space, time and recarnation, people may have many simultaneous avatars, and
in each section of the book Jane's life becomes tortuously entangled with a
different boy/man who is always the same and always doomed. Other
characters recur: one senile and ineffectual-seeming elf (elves are the
upper class as always, and total bastards) keeps reappearing as something
greater, while each new glimpse of Melanchthon shows him more powerful,
ambitious and insane. The iron dragon manipulates Jane mercilessly; no
longer a nice girl, she herself has become a dab hand at sexual
manipulation and exploitation; the world (not her own) compels it.

In the end, the metaphysical connections with our own reality seem almost
clear. The _awen_, the trance of inspiration, offers Dream-Gate visions and
glossolalia from our world, its commercials, political slogans, historic
phrases: `one small step for man' ... there is an element of jokiness here
and in some of the allusions to mythagos, Friar Bacon's Brazen Head,
_Little, Big_, _1066 and All That_, even one dread Lovecraftian tome.
Swanwick oversteps just once, with a magick Word of Power which sacrifices
everything for the insider's giggle on realizing its syllables are acronyms
- - SF Writers of America Young-Adult Special Interest Group - oh, come off
it!

Penultimately we follow Jane and Melanchthon through Hell Gate into chaos
on an impossible mission of destruction, edge-of-the-seat pursuit and black
betrayal. The conclusion takes us satisfyingly beyond Spiral Castle and an
encounter with its Goddess. It ought to be read.

Indeed the whole of _The Iron Dragon's Daughter_ should be read. It's
garish, quirky and new. It will have imitators. Come back in a dozen years
and we'll discuss whether it's lasted as well as _Little, Big_ can be seen
to have lasted today. Swanwick's chances look pretty good to me.

David Langford
ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 15:32:37 GMT
From: martenss@ere.umontreal.ca (Martens Scott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Harry Turtledove

Well, I would like to express an opinion or two about his work.

For one: Informal survey,
Do the fen actually study history?  I don't mean you war gamers, I mean
politics and economics?  How many of you have actually heard of the
Byzantine Empire BEFORE reading Agent of Byzantium or a Judith Tarr book?

If you didn't, have you done any research later?

Everybody has their own twist to the Civil War or WWII, the fun stuff is
all either further back or more obscure...

Do the fen know any language of classical education? French? Latin? Greek?
(Koine or Classical... not modern) Any foreign language at all?

When I lived in the USA (until 1991) few people at all spoke a second
language, even Spanish was rare among Anglos.  It didn't seem verrs who
considered language important.  Turtledove appears to have enough sense of
history to know that English is no more eternal than French, Italian,
Latin, or Greek was.  Has this had ANY influence among the American SF
community?  I keep hearing rumours about the renewal of language education
in the USA, if any of it is true I'd like to know.

It seems to me that Turtldove raises an interesting point with regard to
Toynbee (if you don't know who that is look it up).  History is NOT a
continuum, and thus the future is not an extension of the present.  His
many alternate universe stories suggest that the outcome of personal
decisions can create monumental changes.  Muhammed could have converted to
Christianity, the Attic Greeks might not have discovered the silver lodes
Pelaponesia, all kinds of things could have happened differently.

This is quite contrary to the "psycho-history" idea so often discussed by
SF people, derived from Asimov's Foundation novels.  I'd like to see some
feedback on all this, if anybody's interested.

Sasha Martens
Dept. of Obscure Studies
University of Montreal

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

     Books - Vance & Varley & Vernor Vinge (3 msgs) & Wolfe (8 msgs) &
             Snow White, Blood Red & Doctor Who Novels
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Date: 12 Apr 94 02:14:47 GMT
From: dasher@netcom.com (Anton Sherwood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Jack Vance's Throy

I was surprised to see a third Cadwal book from Jack Vance.  That is, I
assume it's a Cadwal book - the title, THROY, is the name of one of
Cadwal's continents (the others are Deukas and Ecce).  The story of
ARAMINTA STATION seemed pretty well wrapped up by ECCE AND OLD EARTH.  Is
THROY the further adventures of Glawen Clattuc, IPCC, or an unrelated
story?

Has Vance ever used one setting for unconnected stories?  The nearest I can
think of is the three books set in the Alastor Cluster.

Anton Sherwood
DASher@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 22:10:31 GMT
From: dasher@netcom.com (Anton Sherwood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John Varley's "The Barbie Murders"

I have long suspected that the collection "The Barbie Murders" was retitled
to "Picnic on Nearside" after, and because of, the arrest of Klaus Barbie.
Anybody know?

Anton Sherwood
DASher@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 16:14:50 GMT
From: marshall@seas.gwu.edu (Christopher Marshall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vinge / loose ends in realtime

I just finished re-reading the Across Realtime saga by Vernor Vinge.  I
can't stand not having any new adventures in bobbleland to look forward to!

Thinking back on the books, he really left a lot of ideas laying around
that could be used to write fascinating short stories.  For example, the
Grave-Robbers!  Someone could write a short story about the Korolevs vs
the graverobbers, a battle alluded to in Marooned in Realtime.  For another
example, how about expanding on some of Della's experiences in her
exploration of the Galaxy?

Anyone else like to contribute some of their ideas for stories they would
love to see based on the Realtime universe of V. Vinge?

I think the Realtime universe is so full of wonder I just can't let it go!

Chris Marshall
marshall@seas.gwu.edu
 

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 14:31:14 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

Just FYI, Vernor Vinge has been confirmed as GoH for Evolution, the
Eastercon (British National SF Convention) in 1996.

There will no doubt be more information on this con posted later as most
(if not all) of the committee are on the net, and their guest arrangements
with VV were done entirely by e-mail.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 16:32:53 GMT
From: marshall@seas.gwu.edu (Christopher Marshall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge's future work?

Dave Schaumann (dave@CS.Arizona.EDU) wrote:
>Does anyone know what, if anything, Vernor Vinge has planned for future
>stories?  I just finished reading "The Blabber" last night, and at the
>end, he says he wants to write more stories in that universe (which was
>slightly re-tooled for use in _A Fire Upon the Deep_).
>
>I've been consistently impressed with his writing, particularly with how
>he has improved from his early work.

I couldn't agree with you more.  I think the reason his more recent stuff
is so good and the reason he doesn't write as frequently go hand in hand.

I feel that A Fire Upon the Deep and the Realtime novels are really densely
packed with well thought out ideas which simultaneously makes them a joy to
read and difficult to write.  It must take a long time to think through his
ideas and assumptions well enough to produce a Vinge novel of the quality
we are becoming used to.

I would love it if he would follow up on some of the loose ends in Marooned
In Realtime like Della Lu's journeys through the galaxy.  I doubt he will,
however, because he probably wants to move on to other ideas.  He always
runs the risk of cheapening the original by expanding on it, as well.
<Sigh>

I can't wait for his next work!

Chris Marshall
marshall@seas.gwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 22:34:37 GMT
From: c_chan@hep.uchicago.edu (Chun-Wai Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel?

hart@vsopp4.cern.ch (Philip Hart) writes:
>I think Wolfe's writing has become less powerful in the last few years
>(ok, so I liked _There are Doors_ and _Castle View_ and the _Long Sun_
>books, but I don't go around giving copies to my friends like I do with
>the above works); I've wondered if he's trying to become more accessible,
>for whatever reason, to the detriment of his prose.  I think he's the best
>writer in sf, and his work means a lot to me, so it's a matter of some
>concern.

I have felt the same way about Wolfe's efforts after Soldier of the Mist:
still very clever, and even more versatile, but lacking the same emotional
impact.

I believe is the same kind of artistic metamorphosis that we see in say
Shakespeare: his later dramas, like Winter's Tale, the Tempest, etc. are
full of variety and invention but not the same raw intensity as Othello or
Lear. I guess it's just hard to find new ways to say such raw and elemental
things, and having said them, for many writers it is a time to explore new
avenues of expression and new ideas.

C. Chan
Laboratory of Astrophysics and Space Research
Enrico Fermi Institute
The University of Chicago
chan@alfrothul.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 05:31:39 GMT
From: mce@halcyon.com (Brian McElhinney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel?

hart@vsopp4.cern.ch (Philip Hart) wrote:
> One of the amazing things about _The New Sun_ books is that there aren't
> any inconsistencies (as far as I can tell) between the first book and the
> later ones, which I think were written after the first was published and
> so to speak carved in stone.

As much as I admire this feat, Wolfe did "cheat" a little bit: all the
books were at least in second draft before the first was published.  This
let him go back and add little references to the early volumes as they
emerged from later volumes.  So, while nonetheless amazing, the early
volumes weren't "carved in stone".

(I'd love to know what tidbits were added just before publication.  My
favorite candidate the probable reference to one of Severian's relatives
shortly after his near-drowning.)

Brian McElhinney
mce@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 19:34:57 GMT
From: c_chan@hep.uchicago.edu (Chun-Wai Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel?

I am very glad that Tor will reissue _Peace_, as I believe it is Wolfe's
finest short novel (as distinct from a long novel or series, which
necessarily has different goals and emphasis). It is a tale about life in a
small Midwest town which is transformed from a farm-based community to an
industrial juice-processing plant during the protagonist's lifetime, about
the stories people tell each other to attract a mate and to chase away the
dark, and also about what happens to the immortal part of man.

(Potential SPOILERS)

The narration is semi-linear in time, which is to say things move forward
in time but with many cuts and flashbacks. The reader, if he is to figure
out what is happening, should know about what happens when a tree that is
planted over a grave falls over. The flow of the novel reaches certain
"nodes" which are stories within the story and which indirectly but
profoundly reflect on the situation in the framing story. The very last
story is a retelling of an Irish myth, the Children of Lir, but Wolfe has
actually improved upon the old folk tale. In the original version, the
Children of Lir are transformed into swans by a jealous stepmother, but in
Wolfe's version, they are made a flock of geese by their own father, an act
of love to preserve his children against the encroachment of time. This
adds poignancy which is lacking in the Irish tale, just as we find actions
motivated by love richer than those done out of spite. And the eventual
fate of the Children of Lir mirrors the reconciliation of the protagonist
to his own fate, which he has been denying throughout the novel as he
wanders through the halls of his mansion (which is of course not what it
seems to be).

May this printing sell many copies and make lots of money for Mr. Wolfe and
Tor Books, pure motives or not.

C. Chan
Laboratory of Astrophysics and Space Research
Enrico Fermi Institute
The University of Chicago
chan@alfrothul.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 00:11:16 GMT
From: Dennis_Carlyle@amsbbs.bc.ca (Dennis Carlyle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe review: 

> Wolfe's prose remains fine and precise. There's a temptation to remark
> that it contains fewer of the deep notes, the magical resonances and
> ironies that throb through the original _Book_ ...  but many of those
> moments of the _Book_ went unrecognized or half- understood until the
> entire work was available for rereading as a whole. _The Book of the Long
> Sun_ remains maddeningly incomplete.

Thanks for the well-written review.  Do you know of any serious literary
criticism of Gene Wolfe?  I hear that Ursula Le Guin is, or has, put
together a book of critical studies of SF, and I would be surprised if
Wolfe was not covered in some form in such a volume.

Dennis Carlyle
Vancouver, Canada
Dennis_Carlyle@amsbbs.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 10:02:32 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe review: 

Dennis Carlyle writes:
> Do you know of any serious literary criticism of Gene Wolfe?

There's considerable discussion of 'The Book of the New Sun' and various
exciting questions like, "Who was Severian's mother?" in John Clute's
collection of essays and reviews, 'Strokes'.

There's a chapter on 'The Fifth Head of Cerberus' in Albert Wendland's
study of the uses of scientific accuracy and plausibility in sf 'Science,
myth and the fictional creation of alien worlds'.

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 01:28:36 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe review: 

Dennis_Carlyle@amsbbs.bc.ca (Dennis Carlyle) writes:
>Do you know of any serious literary criticism of Gene Wolfe?

There's been a fair bit, notably in FOUNDATION and the frequently awful
(but quite serious) SCIENCE-FICTION STUDIES.  John Clute is editing, for
Serconia Press, a volume of essays about Wolfe by various academics and
practicing critics.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 02:55:56 GMT
From: camilla@netcom.com (Camilla Cracchiolo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wolfe: Soldier of the Mist sequel?

I want to talk a little bit about what I liked about the Soldier in the
Mist books.  For one thing, it was very interesting the way he told the
stories as though all Greek mythology was true, yet from a point of view
that attempted to show how regular ancient Greek folk viewed the world.  In
other words, the focus was not the gods and goddesses but the people they
worked on and through.  The gods and goddesses were not particularly
humanized, unlike many fantasy stories set in various mythologies.  They
retained their basically inhuman and remote qualities, and were mostly
quite frightening, I thought.

For another, I really liked how he gave all the cities their literal
translations, so we are thrown out of any preconceptions about ancient
Greece that we may have.  As far as I can tell, the backgrounding of the
story is quite accurate.  Often, courses in Greek history give the
impression that all of ancient Greece was like Athens and Sparta.  I was
taken with the great variety in how people lived that he showed; how some
parts of ancient Greece were complete wilderness in a way that we don't see
much on the planet anymore.  And how well he communicated the effects of
slow communications and how insular and isolated even places like Athens
and Corinth were.

Here's how I suggest anyone who hasn't read the books go about it.  First,
read the story one or two times just as it's written.  Then get a good
historical atlas and a book about Greek history and use them as references
as you go along (of course, this doesn't apply to people who are already
experts in the area, like classics scholars and so forth.)  I guarantee you
will view the ancient world in a whole different light by doing this.  Many
of the events he refers to are things a well educated person has probably
heard about many times; yet it's striking how different and fresh they seem
when written about the way Wolfe does.

Camilla Cracchiolo
camilla@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 05:22:52 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gene Wolfe review:

Dennis Carlyle <Dennis_Carlyle@amsbbs.bc.ca> wrote:
>Do you know of any serious literary criticism of Gene Wolfe?

There is the 1986 _Gene Wolfe_ by Joan Gordon.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 02:20:36 GMT
From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SNOW WHITE, BLOOD RED edited by Ellen Datlow and Terri Windling

      SNOW WHITE, BLOOD RED edited by Ellen Datlow and Terri Windling
	    AvoNova, ISBN 0-380-71875-8, 1993, 411pp, US$4.99.
		 A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   There is a revival in the fairy tale (or "marchen," to use the German
word, since as Windling points out in her introduction, there is no true
English equivalent).  One even sees panels on them at science fiction
conventions--and not in the children's programming.  The twenty authors
here have also returned them to their adult origins after decades (or more)
of being watered down for children (though some, Hansel and Gretel for
example, would be hard to sanitize without destroying them completely).

   The authors split about fifty/fifty on how they do this.  Some retain
the ancient, never-never land settings for their stories.  Others move them
into modern cities and give their characters urban apartments and VCRs
instead of cottages and magic mirrors.  This follows the pattern of the
"Fairy Tale" books that Windling edits, and SNOW WHITE, BLOOD RED could be
considered as part of that series.  (It's not officially, of course, since
the series name is owned by Tor.  Still if there were no labels on the
books, this would certainly *look* like part of the same series, especially
with the gorgeous Tom Canty cover.)

   I never thought of myself as a fan of fairy tales, so I was somewhat
surprised to find myself enjoying several of these stories.  Not all, mind
you, and the ones I enjoyed seemed to be mostly the ones that frame an old
fairy tale in a modern setting.  (I've also recently enjoyed THE WAR FOR
THE OAKS by Emma Bull, JACK THE GIANT-KILLER by Charles de Lint, and BRIAR
ROSE by Jane Yolen, the latter two also from the "Fairy Tale" series.)
Even if you are not a fantasy reader, you might want to give the stories in
SNOW WHITE, BLOOD RED a try.  Or perhaps especially if you're not a fantasy
reader, since it almost seems to have been designed as an introduction to
the modern fairy tale, complete with essays by Windling and Datlow, and a
recommended reading list at the end. (The latter, by the way, lists several
out-of-print books, but inexplicably, to me anyway, omits the Charles Lang
"Fairy Books," which are where my mother first read her fairy tales and are
still in print from Dover.)

Anthology:  Snow White, Blood Red
Editor:     Ellen Datlow
Editor:     Terri Windling
City:       New York
Date:       December 1993
Publisher:  AvoNova
Comments:   paperback, US$4.99
Order Info: ISBN 0-380-71875-8
Pages:      411pp

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
ecl@mtgpfs1.att.com
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Mar 94 08:37:30 GMT
From: pisherwo@wm.estec.esa.nl (Phil Isherwood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DR. WHO (go ahead, flame me!)

ron@burger.wimsey.com (Ron Currie) writes:
>Anyone out there read any of the DOCTOR WHO original novels, and if so,
>what's your opinion?

I've read a few of the so-called 'New Adventures' novels and must confess
that I have been rather underwhelmed so far. They appear to be written to
appeal solely to the hardcore fan-market, often relying heavily on
pre-knowledge of the TV series. Sadly, they come over far too often as
ambitious fan fiction, rather than well crafted novels in their own right.
Another weakness, is that they have been tied to a continuation of the TV
series, featuring only the seventh Doctor, who was almost universally
unpopular with all but the most rabid hard-core fans.

There is some hope on the horizon, however. Virgin books are in the
developmental stages of a new series of Who novels that will feature the
other six Doctors and their respective motley crews.  These will be called
"The Missing Adventures' and will be stand alone novels designed to slip in
between broadcast Doctor Who stories. It is my hope that these books will
recapture the old spirit of Doctor Who that many people remember with some
degree of fondness.

'The Missing Adventures' will start being published bimonthly, later this
year.  Publishing may be increased to a monthly schedule if the new format
is popular.

Phil Isherwood
pisherwo@wm.estec.esa.nl

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA16060; Wed, 13 Apr 94 10:02:44 EDT
Date: Wed, 13 Apr 94 10:02:44 EDT
Message-Id: <9404131402.AA16060@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #268
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Wed, 13 Apr 94 10:02:44 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #268
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 13 Apr 1994      Volume 19 : Issue 268

Today's Topics:

	   Books -  Aliens Novels & Arthurian Novels (11 msgs) &
                    Disease/Health Fiction

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Mar 94 00:58:53 GMT
From: u1452@sluggo.sdsc.edu (Jeff Bytof - SIO)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Worst book of the Aliens series?

I just read the fourth book in the Aliens series _Genocide_ and I can't
decide whether it, or the previous book is the worst book in all of science
fiction.  I won't even mention the authors' names except to say the third
book was co-written by the authors' daughter.

The main premise of _Genocide_ is that humans have become addicted to a
drug derived from the 'royal jelly' of the alien queen, and it's a form of
speed called Xeno-Zip or Fire.  You can use it to beat the record to the
100-yard dash by six seconds, but you'll dismember yourself by not being
able to stop and running into the stands.

Well, the hero of the story is a sleazeball drug company owner who
convinces some army generals to let him take a platoon of Marines to the
alien home planet to steal more jelly, which the Earth is running out of as
the human race takes back the planet from the Bugs.  The company tried to
synthesize the material but the synthetic version sometimes results in the
problem of control mentioned in the previous paragraph.  However, the
generals truly loved a sight of a wimpy private tearing the heads off of
fellow troopers after he was treated to a massive dose of the alien
substance.

So, away to the home planet of the Bugs they all go, the company chief and
a group of Marines led by a macho woman, a sort of surrogate Ripley.  The
action is extremely dull on the planet, with the winner for the best and
goriest line being, " and his eyeballs popped out like red jello."

I thought that at least the ending would result in a lesson on the dangers
of drug abuse, but no, the survivors of the expedition return to Earth with
their vital supply of royal jelly and live happily ever after.

Negative stereotypes like 'rat-faced scientist' and stupid sexual banter
infest this book.  All the scientists are in fact viewed with suspicion and
disdain, the only comic characters are the sax-playing soldier and his
sidekick, something out of Eastwood's 'Heartbreak Hill'.

There's no gratitude to the scientists who developed Xeno-zip, or to the
aliens themselves who were killed for it.  The most heroic thing you can do
in this truly dismal story is to steal, cheat and lie your way to the top.

This book really _sucks_, it gets an F.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Mar 94 13:38:05 GMT
From: snorton@netcom.com (Scott Norton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Authurian stuff

   There are dozens of wonderful Arthurian novels/series around.  Let me
mention three.

   First, a single novel by Phyllis Ann Karr, IDYLLS OF THE QUEEN.  Kay is
the protagonist, trying to clear Guinevere of the suspicion of murder.  The
author, who has done a marvellous reference work called THE KING ARTHUR
COMPANION as well, has a wonderful feel for the characters which rings
true.

   Second, for a rather different Arthur with a science fiction twist, try
THE COPPER CROWN by Patricia Keneally (-Morrison).

   Finally, my very favorite retelling, rather sentimental but very
poignant, which is only fitting for a tragedy, is PENDRAGON, by Catherine
Christian, the entire saga inside a single cover, told from the point of
view of Bedivere, one of the few survivors of Camlan.  I recommend all
three, but the last in particular.

Scott Norton
snorton@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 00:07:57 GMT
From: thsforsy@dingo.cc.uq.oz.au (Simon Forsyth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

myamashi@acs.ryerson.ca (Mike Yamashita) writes:
>Concerning Arthurian works, there are several works that I have enjoyed
>reading that explore this subject. I second the Mary Stewart series. It
>has an interesting viewpoint, and also the Mists of Avalon (I can't
>remember the author right now).

Zimmer-Bradley?

Forever King is a good read IMHO. David Gemmel wrote a couple alternate
view of Arthur books, fitting it very neatly to his own universe and making
another great read. You might say that Jack Vance's Lyonesse series has the
Arthurian flavour to it, fabulously detailed etc.. All IMHO.

Simon

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 16:37:58 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

Has anyone else read and enjoyed Parke Godwin's _Firelord_? This book was
one of the more original re-tellings of the story of Arthur that I've read.

Unlike most Arthurian works, Godwin places Arthur in a milieu that's at
least historically credible (we can't speak of accuracy, since nobody
really knows anything about the real Arthur). That milieu is late Roman
Britain - the time when Roman rule had lost its grip, and the Britons were
trying to maintain a semblance of Roman culture without Rome's military
backing. Arthur leads the struggle against the encroaching Saxons on behalf
of the Britons - people who are called the "Welsh" today.

Reading this book got me interested in researching this period, and from
what I could tell, Godwin did his own research quite well. _Firelord_ is
written from a "modern" viewpoint, that is, magic is de-emphasized (well,
made subtle, anyhow), and the hero's failings are not glossed over. Still,
this is a book powerfully evocative of a strange, mysterious and, maybe
imaginary, past.

Godwin also wrote another book about the Faerie, set in the same time.
It's called _The Last Rainbow_. It's also very good, though I found it a
bit dark and depressing. In this book, the Faerie are less a magical folk
than an opressed indigenous people trying to maintain their position by
surrounding themselves with a reputation for magic. (And did they really
have "Uisge" back then? Weren't distilleries a technology developed much
later?)

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Mar 94 20:16:41 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

cash@convex.com (Peter Cash) wrote:
> Has anyone else read and enjoyed Parke Godwin's _Firelord_? This book was
> one of the more original re-tellings of the story of Arthur that I've
> read.

Godwin's book is quite good.  I have always had a problem with the
character of Guinevere, and have never liked her.  Godwin, however, of all
the versions I have read, has created a Guinevere that I can understand,
maybe still not like, but at least I can understand why she does what she
does with Lancelot.  She is a very well developed character.

Godwin also wrote a sequel called BELOVED EXILE, though I haven't gotten
around to reading it.  It seems to follow Guinevere, and what she does
after Arthur's death.  It seems to deviate from the legends quite a bit,
since it looks like she winds up marrying a Saxon king, hence my low
interest in it.

If you want to read one that is very good at aiming for historical accuracy
with no magic, try Rosemary Sutcliffe's SWORD AT SUNSET.  This originally
came out in the 50's I believe, and was the first book to set Arthur in a
historical Dark Age context.  It was reprinted in paperback several years
ago, on the anniversary of its first appearance, so you may be able to find
it easily in used book stores.

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 02:21:11 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff:Can you help me?

KAMCISAA@ELECTRICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac) wrote:
> Some time ago, someone posted a description of a book called _Excalibur_,
> in which someone finds a sword in Alabama (or somewhere) and adventures
> ensue.  (Or something.)  I wrote down the title and author, fully
> intending to look for the book, and subsequently lost the paper on which
> I had written this information.  Can you post the title again, whomever
> you are?

That was me that posted it.  EXCALIBUR, by Sanders Anne Laubenthal came out
in the 70's, is out of print now I believe.  The story follows the exploits
of a Welsh archeologist who is the current Pendragon who travels to Mobile
Alabama to find Excalibur, brought there by Prince Madoc in the 12th
century.  A rather interesting and original book, I hope you can find it.

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 27 Mar 94 11:30:24 GMT
From: ssaunder@fox.nstn.ns.ca ("Steve Saunders")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re Arthurian stuff

I really enjoyed Mary Stewart's books The Crystal Cave, The Hollow Hills,
The Last Enchantment, The Wicked Day - all told from Merlin's viewpoint and
covering his life from early childhood to entombment in the cave.

Also really liked Marion Zimmer Bradley's The Mists of Avalon - told from
Morgan Le Fay's viewpoint. Couldn't seem to get into T.H. White's books, no
matter how hard I tried, although my sister and many other people found
them wonderful.

Malory's Le Morte d'Arthur is very tough slugging, but Keith Baines did an
excellent revamp of it into modern English. Somehow, even with this
modernization, he has managed to retain the medieval flavour of the
original. Definitely worth reading.

Steve Saunders & Beverley Richardson
ssaunder@fox.nstn.ns.ca

------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 12:32:31 GMT
From: rhofmann@darwin.cc.nd.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

I just recently finished reading the trilogy by Lawhead and found it to be
very interesting, although something of a twist on what I consider to be
the "Classical" Arthurian legend.  While most Arthurian Legend tends to
focus on Arthur and the quest for the Grail, they take a back seat in this
treatment which spans a period of several hundred years which lead up to
Arthur's reign.  One thing that I have not seen in any other Arthurian
legend is the intertwining of the legend of Atlantis into the tale and also
a historical emphasis on the impact of the deterioration of Roman authority
in the "Isle of the Mighty".  I don't want to go into it too much lest I
give away the details, but I found it to be a well told and entertaining
story made more interesting by the sometimes subtle ways in which different
details from common Arthurian legend were woven in.

All in all, I found the first two books to be excellent in the way the
story was told and flowed.  The third I thought suffered a bit in that the
style is a bit different, and it tries to condense what is traditionally
the main part of the legend into one book.

Robert Hofmann
rhofmann@darwin.cc.nd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 00:12:08 GMT
From: sedinger@sbu.edu (Kelly Sedinger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Re Arthurian stuff

ssaunder@FOX.NSTN.NS.CA ("Steve Saunders") writes:
> I really enjoyed Mary Stewart's books The Crystal Cave, The Hollow Hills,
> The Last Enchantment, The Wicked Day - all told from Merlin's viewpoint
> and covering his life from early childhood to entombment in the cave.

I really enjoyed these books as well. (I'm the individual who started this
thread; keep 'em coming!!) This is one of my favorite tellings of the
Arthurian matter to date. If you liked these, you might also try Gillian
Bradshaw's trilogy - _Hawk of May_, _Kingdom of Summer_, and _In Winter's
Shadow_. These books are sort of a cross between Celtic mysticism and the
realistic Celtic warlord approach to Arthurian literature. The first two
books are centered on Gwalchmai; the first is told first-person by
Gwalchmai himself, while the second is told by a young boy who becomes
Gwalchmai's servant. The third is told from Guinevere's perspective, and is
very powerful. Highly recommended.

> Also really liked Marion Zimmer Bradley's The Mists of Avalon - told from
> Morgan Le Fay's viewpoint. Couldn't seem to get into T.H. White's books,
> no matter how hard I tried, although my sister and many other people
> found them wonderful.

I read half of _Mists_, and was interrupted by travel. It is on my list of
books to finish some day....sigh....I'm sorry to hear that you can't get
into White. I adore his work.

> Malory's Le Morte d"Arthur is very tough slugging, but Keith Baines did
> an excellent revamp of it into modern English. Somehow, even with this
> modernization, he has managed to retain the medieval flavour of the
> original. Definitely worth reading.

I agree with this. My approach is to learn the basics of the Arthurian
story elsewhere and then read Malory in small doses over a long time. (I've
been working on it for over a year.) It seems to go down very well this
way.  Malory is much easier to re-read than to read the first time, I've
noticed.  For my money, Tennyson's _Idylls of the King_ is the best
"poetic" version of the Arthurian matter around. Intensely lyrical, but be
sure to get a copy with sufficient footnoting so you can follow some of the
more obscure allusions.

> Someone on this list mentioned Stephen Lawhead's Taliesin, Merlin, Arthur
> and said that they were very _different_. Does anyone have any more
> informtion? Are these books worth reading? In what way are they
> different?

These are very different indeed. I can't really put my finger on why, but
they deal with Atlantis, for one thing. This was strange in and of itself.
There is also a very stiff dose of Celtic mysticism, which is a very unique
brand of mysticism indeed, especially for those who haven't encountered it
before. This was how it happened to me. My initial readings were of the
"re-told Malory" type. When I got to Lawhead, however, I was soon inundated
with Beltain, druids, elemental imagery, and the like. It was initially
very disconcerting, but I soon came around. Lawhead's books are terriffic,
IMHO.  (They are also very heavy on the Christian element in Arthurian
legend, so if that bothers you, keep it in mind.)

Has anyone read _The Coming of the King_ by Nikolai Tolstoi? I have a
copy but have not yet got to it. According to the back cover, this is
supposed to be a trilogy. Where's the rest of it?

Kelly Sedinger
hsed@sbu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 02:40:08 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Re Arthurian stuff

sedinger@sbu.edu (Kelly Sedinger) wrote:

> Has anyone read _The Coming of the King_ by Nikolai Tolstoi? I have a
> copy but have not yet got to it. According to the back cover, this is
> supposed to be a trilogy. Where's the rest of it?

I tried reading COMING OF THE KING, but it is the only Arthurian book I
couldn't finish.  It is written in the very overblown, allegorical style of
Celtic bards.  Very interesting from a historical literary perspective, but
very verbose and dull from a modern reader's viewpoint.  I sold the
hardback and just kept a paperback version for reference.  I do not
recommend it.

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 07:15:04 GMT
From: redjr42234@aol.com (REDJr42234)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

Don't know if anybody's interested, but, since the topic at hand is
Arthurian Legend, I HAD to get a word in here about a book I recently
acquired and read.  It's wonderful!

_The Forever King_ by Molly Cochran & Warren Murphy (TOR Books)

In a nutshell, it's about a modern day reincarnation of Arthur (but so much
more than just that)... at first, it sounded a little hokey, but believe
me, this book is worth the time!  I was pleasantly surprised with it, and
it renewed my long dormant interest in the Arthur legends.

Rich D.
redjr42234@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 03:24:37 GMT
From: ga_tewes@minke.iasos.utas.edu.au (Alex Tewes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff

Best Arthurian from a historical approach has to be Jack Whyte's "The
Skystone" and the follow up ""The Singing Sword".  Strongly written
characters, clear prose, and a powerful message (even some sex!)

Alex Tewes
Institute of Antarctic and Southern Ocean Studies
University of Tasmania (Australia)

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 11:08:03 GMT
From: jberends@aol.com (JBerends)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Disease/Health Fiction

Anybody out there know any sf novels (has to be novels, not short fiction,
i'm afraid) with disease or health issues as central (or at least major)
themes.  I've thought of _The Doomsday Book_ and _The White Plague_.
Unfortunately, i'm drawing a blank after.  Of course, there's a lot of
short sf on these themes, and of late on issues of health care, but I can't
seem to think of any novels.

Any help would be greatly appreciated.  Thanks!

Jan Berends
jbb22@columbia.edu
jberends@aol.com

[Moderator's Note: Please send all replies directly to the poster.
Thanks.]

------------------------------
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Date: 5 Apr 94 04:36:14 GMT
From: greystroke@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Third Age of Mankind (was Re: B5: Minbari Culture.

"Michael P. Hartley" <SYS_MPH%AFDS@hobbes.cca.rockwell.com> writes:
>   Everybody has always assumed that what the Minbari plan is malevolent..
>("you would DO such a thing?")...  but who ever said that it is?  Maybe
>what they plan is for the good of Man... to help Earthers evolve (a la
>Mind War)
>
>   Or, perhaps they see something in Man that would allow them to better
>themselves, at the expense of man, and this could not be done by the
>destruction of the EA...
>
>oh, well.. just ramblings of a devious mind... 
 
One thing that I always think of when I think of the Minbari's sudden
surrender is this line from the Minbari sacred text read during that one
ceremony: "...and rebirth disguised as defeat."
 
Could it be that the Minbari surrendered to collect themselves, feel out
the enemy, etc.?  (Much like the Russians are now?)

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 05:17:12 GMT
From: samkaye@csd4.csd.uwm.edu (Susan M Kaye)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Garibaldi

Yea.  I think Garibaldi is a great character for the show - I think he's
the most real of the human characters.  I do, however, think the best
characters are Lando and the Narn ambassador whose name escapes me at the
moment (sorry JMS).  By far and away, these actors have the best grasp of
who their characters are.  Their performances never call attention to
themselves and break up the flow of a scene.

Tom Carter (tcar@plum.lle.rochester.edu) wrote:
>Yea he's okay and I think he should stay on the show if for no other
>reason than to hear Lando say his name.
>
>Meester Garrrabaalee :)

Well, that's true, but maybe he should stay because he's cute, too.  Sorry,
that's the female fan in me coming out.

Sam

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 07:54:37 GMT
From: cfg@netcom.com (Carlos Francisco Gomez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Unnatural Sinclair

petert@persied.zk3.dec.com (Peter Thompson) writes:
>While several of the "this is what I think happened to Sinclair"
>speculations are intriguing, I'm not subscribing to any particular one
>just yet.  The only thing that so far makes sense to me is that Sinclair
>is a rock.  A rock dropped into the Zen sand garden that is the Minbari
>(race? soul? consciousness?).  The ripples are still spreading.

That's right.  I'd forgotten what Delenn said, "On my world there are
thousands(?) of books telling how one man can change the world" (not exact,
I need to watch the pilot, again!).  I really loved how that scene was
written, because it was an eloquent way to write a big clue, and still be
as ambiguous as ever.  I was looking forward to lots of Delenn-Sinclair
exchanges in the garden but the show seems to have so many things to do
that there hasn't been time. :(

cfg

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 10:10:56 GMT
From: keeper@cats.ucsc.edu (Ron O'Dell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Rewatched pilot yesterday

I watched the pilot for the fourth time (third actually paying attention)
yesterday, and the first since the series began.

Some comments:

I had forgotten how different Delenn looked.  In the pilot, he (er, she!)
looks more sinister and mysterious.  Behaves that way too.  She seems more
like a human in the series.  This is not a good thing.  Her face was
different too.  Besides the lack of lipstick, the skin had a certain
stretched texture to it.  In the series, her skin has no texture
whatsoever.  I still think Mira's voice could have stayed that way and
Delenn be male.  The sex change needn't have had a voice change with it.
It could just be a minor element in a story that Delenn was in a
sex-changing time, and no one would think twice about it, since it's a
perfectly normal thing for Minbari to do.  (Unlike a certain other series,
which makes such a big deal out of one of its character's change in sex.)

For the first time, I noticed what the infamous "visual error" is.  It
seems so obvious now: The outside view from the control room (`observation
dome'?) appears stationary, when in fact the stars should appear to turn in
an odd circular motion.

Hmm.  G'Kar's ship brings the assassin on board, G'Kar is not present at
Kosh's reception at the end, yet he claimed to have been in contact with
the Vorlon government concerning the vote.  Hmm.  Perhaps he was lying
about that.  However, certainly G'Kar doesn't like Vorlons much.  Yet he
votes to have Sinclair sent to the Vorlon homeworld.  Perhaps G'Kar feels
neither one way nor the other about Vorlons, but just was using them to get
rid of Sinclair, since that was the whole point of the assassination
attempt.  Then again, perhaps G'Kar simply made a deal with the assassin,
and his only interest in the matter was his profit.

I still can't quite fathom the Takashima/G'Kar scenes, even knowing that
they're both in on the assassination.  I can't understand why Takashima
would have been in on it, since she has so much respect for and owes so
much to Sinclair.  But I guess the problem with understanding her in the
pilot is simply that she isn't in the series, so there aren't eight
episodes of the series with her in them now, which would have delved into
her motivations and her goals in life.

If I may expand on Delenn ...  I think it's a much better character in the
pilot.  I think that Mira knew that her character was supposed to be male,
and that affected the way she acted.  Even making the character female,
it's still better than what we have in the series.  The pilot's Delenn is
strong, in control.  Believable, in retrospect, as a member of the Grey
Council.  The series' Delenn seems feeble, unsure of herself.  She pleads,
"You must kill it, Commander!" nearly crying.  She speaks in a soft voice:
"We were right about you."  She seems to be in love with Sinclair, almost.
She seems worried by the instruction to kill Sinclair should he remember
what happened to him on the Line.

Compare that to the strong Delenn in the pilot, saying, "You may know
everything about your stone garden, but, clearly, you have not spent nearly
enough time looking at it."

Then again, Delenn in the pilot does hand over a great deal of classified
Minbari material to him ... or does she just *say* that it's classified, to
gain his trust and thus better manipulate him?  Viewing it as the pilot's
Delenn, I'd believe the latter.  Viewing it as the series' Delenn, I'd
believe the former - she did it out of kindness and personal feelings.

"Commander, I would never tell you anything that wasn't in your best
interest."  Oh, how true that has become.  How much truer will it end up
being?

Another possible Delenn line from the pilot that could end up ringing true
is the one about how Minbari have pages and pages of material on the power
of one mind to change the universe.  Hmm, could that mind be one Jeffrey
Sinclair?

Ron O'Dell
keeper@cats.ucsc.edu
keeper@armory.com
keeper@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 14:51:32 GMT
From: salgado@xerox.com (David L Salgado)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Souls, Psis, and Technology

   In the Soul Hunter episode, we encounter an alien race that can capture
the "soul" of a dying individual.  Presumably or proposedly, the Soul
Hunter can make use of the soul's knowledge and experience. Several alien
races (e.g. Minbari) know of the Soul Hunters' ability.

   What bothers me about this (and the existence of psis) is the lack of
any apparent technological reply to such items.

   In the real world, it can take decades to develop the FIRST functional
item based on a concept (for example, a nuclear bomb).  However, once one
is developed, it takes a much smaller time for a totally separate group to
develop an analagous device.  When you KNOW something exists and you KNOW
it can be done, people go out and do it.

   In B5, we know that souls can be captured.  From this, I would expect
someone to develop a technology for capturing and using souls.  I would
also expect that people who are afraid of a soul being captured (e.g. the
Minbari) would invest considerable time and effort in developing technology
to prevent/protect a person's soul.  Yet, B5 makes no mention (at least
explicitly) of this.  The Minbari protected their dying leader's soul but
Delenn seems to indicate it was through physical bodies preventing the
Soul Hunter.

   In B5, we also have the existence of psis.  If psis existed in our
world, you know that the US and other countries would spend a huge amount
of money developing ways to simulate psis and protect against psis.  The
Psi Corps and administration of a drug curtailing psi ability is not
sufficient enough.  People are paranoid.  Who in their right mind would
trust to the "good intention and strong principles" of Psi Corps members?
In the "real world", we have priests who abuse children.

   The presence of psi ability in a race provides the race with a strong
military advantage.  The Earth Alliance must have psi spies.  Alien races
in contact with humans would want a way to prevent psis from reading their
thoughts.  In fact, the Vorlon's armor that they always wear may be a
protection from psi readings.  Otherwise, an EA psi could easily "read" a
Vorlon's thoughts and see what a Vorlon looks like.  It has already been
shown that Earth psis can read some aliens' (e.g. G'Kar, Londo) thoughts.
Why not Vorlons?

David

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 15:20:04 GMT
From: amselab@psyvax.psy.utexas.edu (JL Diaz-Granados)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: There are two holes in your mind.

(jhove@cs.mcgill.ca) wrote:
>I think that, when the Minbaris looked through Sinclair's mind, whatever
>the original reason (maybe they wanted to put him on trial for the whole
>human race, or wanted to perform some ritual ceremony using him), they
>found out that, as far as their computers can tell, Sinclair is the best
>candidate to become Next High Minbari Mucky-Muck, leader of the Faithful,
>Head of the Grey Consul, etc.

It seemed pretty likely to me that once the Minbari looked into Sinclair's
mind, they realized that neither he nor the Human race was the enemy that
they had imagined.  A tragic case of cultural misunderstanding, based upon
some accidental killing or unintentioned desecration.  The Minbari then
resolved to return Sinclair to the E Alliance because they perceived that
he would help unite the two species.  Pretty obvious, no?

I am having a hard time seeing why the Minbari would consider making a
terrestrial their Mucky-muck (grand satai?), especially given their obvious
cultural pride.  Is there any good reason to speculate why this would make
logical/dramatic sense?

Michael Lilliquist

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 16:05:44 GMT
From: 98782359@wsuvm1.csc.wsu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rewatched pilot yesterday

keeper@cats.ucsc.edu (Ron O'Dell) writes:
>I watched the pilot for the fourth time (third actually paying attention)
>yesterday, and the first since the series began.
>
>Some comments:
>
>I had forgotten how different Delenn looked.  In the pilot, he (er, she!)
>looks more sinister and mysterious.  Behaves that way too.  She seems more
>like a human in the series.  This is not a good thing.  Her face was
>different too.  Besides the lack of lipstick, the skin had a certain
>stretched texture to it.  In the series, her skin has no texture
>whatsoever.  I still think Mira's voice could have stayed that way and
>Delenn be male.  The sex change needn't have had a voice change with it.
>It could just be a minor element in a story that Delenn was in a
>sex-changing time, and no one wiuld think twice about it, since it's a
>perfectly normal thing for Minbari to do.  (Unlike a certain other series,
>which makes such a big deal out of one of its character's change in sex.)
 
Hmm, sorry but I personally thought that the gender changing theme would
have been pretty lame.  Delenn was more mysterious in the pilot, but now
that the series is running she has become a much better character.  As for
Mira's voice, I would prefer her own natural sounds rather than some audio
editing to make it more androgynous.
 
[G'kar and Takashima stuff deleted]
 
>If I may expand on Delenn ...  I think it's a much better character in the
>pilot.  I think that Mira knew that her character was supposed to be male,
>and that affected the way she acted.  Even making the character female,
>it's still better than what we have in the series.  The pilot's Delenn is
>strong, in control.  Believable, in retrospect, as a member of the Grey
>Council.  The series' Delenn seems feeble, unsure of herself.  She pleads,
>"You must kill it, Commander!" nearly crying.  She speaks in a soft voice:
>"We were right about you."  She seems to be in love with Sinclair, almost.
>She seems worried by the instruction to kill Sinclair should he remember
>what happened to him on the Line.
 
I can agree that Mira's acting in the pilot probably adjusted for the
portrayal of the particular characteristics of that character, but the
series has brought out a more believable character.  I think Delenn appears
in control most of the time, as even strong people have weak moments as
shown in Soul Hunter.
 
As for Delenn manipulating Sinclair... possibly, but I don't think that her
series self is any less manipulative as in the pilot.  Then again, no one
can read JMS's mind.  Maybe he wants Delenn to develop into expressing more
emotion toward Sinclair as time goes on, even if it seems to soften her
style.  Personally, I prefer her mannerisms in the series as a great
addition, especially when she looks offended or irritated and gets "that
look" on her face.  Don't take this as a flame, but I have to defend my
most favorite character on the show, just not the one seen in the pilot.
 
C. Miller

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 16:18:07 GMT
From: davel@cimage.com (Dave Limbaugh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mystery Episode

In some previous post, I think jms mentioned that one of the episodes would
have a scene changed after we had discovered something *significant* about
the story arc.  (How's that for being vague!)

Does anyone remember the specifics of this?  Now that we're into reruns, is
it possible that one of these 4 could be *the one* ?

davel@cimage.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 16:27:39 GMT
From: cdfannin@engws12.ic.sunysb.edu (Chris D Fanning)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The station's political significance

Jim Shupe (shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com) wrote:
>Actually, I think the Vorlons are the key to all that WILL happen at B5.
>I don't remember the episode name but in it Sinclair approaches Kosh and
>asks about his opinions about the Centauri-Narn situation.  Kosh is
>watching HUMAN broadcasts.  Kosh also states that both the Centauri and
>the Narn should be allowed to perish.

I keep thinking about a possible way of interpreting Kosh's response every
time I see someone else try to interpret it.  I haven't seen anyone bring
up the idea that, if you take Sinclair's question as a logical expression:
(Narn OR Centauri) only one or the other (maybe both) have to be true.
true OR false = true
false OR true = true
true OR true = true
false OR false = false

Anyone follow this?  In this case, it's ambiguous which one(s) it's talking
about.  Everything else Kosh has said seems to fall into a similar vein.
Kosh answers the questions... but Sinclair doesn't seem to know how to ask
the right questions.

Chris

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 16:51:00 GMT
From: jcrigler@theopolis.orl.mmc.com (Jim Crigler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What's the Minbari Grey Council?

I mean, people don't just stand around the perimeter of a circle of light
in grey robes for fun, do they?

Jim Crigler
jcrigler@orl.mmc.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 18:21:17 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mystery Episode

davel@cimage.com (Dave Limbaugh) writes:
>In some previous post, I think jms mentioned that one of the episodes
>would have a scene changed after we had discovered something *significant*
>about the story arc.  (How's that for being vague!)
>
>Does anyone remember the specifics of this?  Now that we're into reruns,
>is it possible that one of these 4 could be *the one* ?

There weren't any specifics; but the episode JMS said would be different in
later airings was "MIND WAR."

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 18:41:00 GMT
From: drh3049@venus.tamu.edu (HILL, DAVID R)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Question of Lando's aide.

I enjoy Furst's performance as Vir, almost as much as I enjoy Londo and
Delenn.  Londo is such an arrogant (at least, most of the time he is)
blowhard, he needs a meek assisstant.  Furst pulls Vir off as meek and
nervous most of the time, and yet he's one of the few people who's seen
Londo's serious side.  I must admit, I loved the episode with the Centauri
religious festival where Londo is crawling around drunk on the table and
passes out.

Vir:  He has achieved oneness with himself!

Garibaldi:  He's passed out!

Vir:  That too!

Dave

------------------------------
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Date: 5 Apr 94 23:41:51 GMT
From: balak@vccsouth19.its.rpi.edu (Karthik Virinchi Bala)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sinclair and the Minbari

Okay guys and gals,

   After watching Parliament about a few hundred times, and rewatching the
Minbari religious ceremony over and over, I have pieced together what <I
think> is going on...

The Minbari ceremony goes as such...

<Minbari God/Almighty being says-Will you follow me through fire, through
storm through blah blah blah...
Delenn- And the Nine (Grey Council guys...) said YES.
<God> - Then as a testimony of your faith <or something> do blah blah
blah... 

   ***This blah blah blah talks about "The one who will follow" who will
bring death disguised as rebirth and defeat disguised as renewal...sounds a
lot like Sinclair to me....Well this "One who will follow" I believe is
supposed to bring rebirth to the "oldest race of the five".  I think that
the Minbari know that their homeworld is going to bite the big one, and
this savior is supposed to come.  Furthermore, after what the Grey Council
leader said at the end of "Sky..." about killing Sinclair if he should
remember is proof that the prophecy probably stated that the savior does
not know he is the savior.  If Sinclair remembered, then he was not the
"One who will follow", and the Minbari flamingoed up!
  Anyway, the other thing is that what Delenn said after Sinclair ate the
fruit in Parliament lead to another hypothesis.  She said "And now it
begins..."  I think that is in reference to Sinclair's path to his destiny,
and the start of Delenn as Sinclair's protector (notice how Delenn has
become more concerned about Sinclair's well being since Parliament) in the
form of him being married to her.
  Also I believe that Sinclair "chose" Delenn to be on B-5 and become his
protector/wife/whatever indirectly when he dehooded Delenn on the Minbari
cruiser.  BTW, did anyone notice the build of the Grey Council dude
carrying the Sceptre on the cruiser is suspiciously similar to the Grey
Council dude at the end of "Sky..."

  Well, that's all the speculation for now...any comments, replies,
shootdowns etc..  Like all good mystery writers, I believe JMS and crew
have laid down tons of clues in front of us, which won't be all totally
realized until other clues are revealed.  It will make us constantly go
back and revisit old episodes....what a great way of marketing reruns,
which people will watch over and over.....
  Keep up the incredible work JMS, it's work like this which creates
inspired work.  I have to say my work is being greatly affected by yours.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 01:11:54 GMT
From: broaj91@luciano.ee.adfa.oz.au (broaj91)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What did the Minbari know about the Vorlons?

   Being a 'newly converted' but 'horibly frustrated' acolyte of the
Babylon 5 show, I have only seen the video release of the pilot episode,
namely "The Gathering". I have some questions which will undoubtedly have
answers in the series, but one which has bothered me is the information
which Ambassador Delenn presented as a gesture of 'goodwill' to Commander
Sinclair concerning the Vorlons, with the impending arrival of Ambassador
Kosh ...

I was wondering whether the nature of this information has become any
clearer in episodes of the first season, or indeed whether any fans out
there would care to speculate on just what the Minbari knew that the Earth
Alliance did not?

Or is it a little too premature to be concerned with the Vorlons?

I have this feeling that their importance is somewhat overshadowed by the
seeming omnipotence of the Minbari, but feel sure that they shall
eventually rise in importance during the 5 year arc ...

Just some general comments on the show in general ... I find it very
exciting and refreshing after the Star Trek sagas, where we have been aware
of a political situation which has changed only in a predictable fashion
over the years. I also got a strong impression of the fragility of the
Earth Alliance, and its seemingly ethereal hold over its own destiny,
contrasting starkly with the Roddenberryesque power of humanity and certain
destiny of mankind (only ever seemingly threatened by the Borg in some of
the best episodes) that is predominant in the Star Trek Universe.

Here's hoping Babylon 5 comes to our small screens soon!

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 05:00:58 GMT
From: cfes@unb.ca (CFES Comm. of Electronic Communication)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Delenn's Power

In the pilot movie, Delenn opened up a hidden compartment in her/his
quarters and revealed a set of powerful rings.  She used one of the rings
to torture G'Kar into complying with her.  Were these rings PSI power
enhancers?  They appeared to be controlled with the mind.  Telekinetic
abilities (i.e. the pressure of 4 gravities on G'Kar) were also part of
Delenn's forte... reminds me a bit of Talia's teacher/lover when he
"evolved" and could control individual molecules.

Any other insights?

Troy Morehouse
CFES Commissioner of Electronic Communicaitons
cfes@jupiter.sun.csd.unb.ca
troymore@mailserv.nbnet.nb.ca

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 06:01:48 GMT
From: mojo@netcom.com (Morris Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mystery Episode

gharlane@nextnet.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore) writes:
>There weren't any specifics; but the episode JMS said would be different
>in later airings was "MIND WAR."

Yes he did.  I just watched my tape of "Mind War" with some friends, and I
may have a clue what he would change if he could.

I bet he re-rendered the shuttle scene with Sinclair and Winters through
the B5 interior.  In quite a lot of the scene, the lighting was badly
mismatched inside and outside the shuttle.

In any case, I'm anxiously looking forward to the repeat, to see if I can
catch the switch, whatever it is.

I recall someone wondering about the bars of colored light going by while
they were taking that trip.  It was always obvious to me - they're going
past station stops on the rail.  The long tunnel is a little less obvious.
Have they now passed outside the agriculture section and into something
else?  Perhaps the alien sector?

Fun fun ...

Morris Jones
Campbell, CA
mojo@caere.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 07:04:50 GMT
From: jms@tardis.tymnet.com (Joe Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Well ... I'll be first

ghenders@infonode.ingr.com. writes:
>And the Soul Hunter expressing surprise when he first saw Delenn's soul
>saying "You would do such a thing?!?".  That smacks of Minbari conspiracy
>...

I interpreted the remark as Delenn having made up her mind to will herself
to death such that her soul is unusable to the SH.  He did mention that it
was much better if the soul was calm when it left the body, and Delenn was
trying to ruin his efforts.

Joe Smith
MCI Data Services
NetOps Tech Support
TYMNET Global Network
P.O. Box 49019, MS-C51
San Jose, CA 95161-9019
jms@tymnet.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 13:58:21 GMT
From: greg@bart.ies.msfc.nasa.gov (Greg Henderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Souls, Psis, and Technology

salgado@xerox.com (David L Salgado) writes:
> In the Soul Hunter episode, we encounter an alien race that can capture
> the "soul" of a dying individual.  Presumably or proposedly, the Soul
> Hunter can make use of the soul's knowledge and experience. Several alien
> races (e.g. Minbari) know of the Soul Hunters' ability.  What bothers me
> about this (and the existence of psis) is the lack of any apparent
> technological reply to such items.

   Lack that you have seen, anyway...

>In B5, we know that souls can be captured.  From this, I would expect some
>one to develop a technology for capturing and using souls.

   Heh?  The Soul Hunters already have... And what happened to the machine
he was using on Delenn?  Hmmm?  Material evidence to a crime doubtless did
not leave the station w/ the other Hunter...

> I would also expect that people who are afraid of a soul being captured
> (e.g. the Minbari) would invest considerable time and effort in
> developing technology to prevent/protect a person's soul.  Yet, B5 makes
> no mention (at least explicitly) of this.  The Minbari protected their
> dying leader's soul but Delenn seems to indicate it was through physical
> bodies preventing the Soul Hunter.

   Maybe the Soul Hunter snuck up on 'em whilst they were ritualizing about
the leader's coming death, and the "Soul Protection Device" was not
accessible at the moment...

>In B5, we also have the existence of psis.  If psis existed in our world,
>you know that the US and other countries would spend a huge amount of
>money developing ways to simulate psis and protect against psis.

   So... you know for sure they don't exist?  And that one of those "Black"
installations in Nevada don't have a couple of them locked up next to the
bay w/ the alien spaceships, and are experimenting on them right now??? :)

>The presence of psi ability in a race provides the race with a strong
>military advantage.  The Earth Alliance must have psi spies.  Alien races
>in contact with humans would want a way to prevent psis from reading their
>thoughts.  In fact, the Vorlon's armor that they always wear may be a
>protection from psi readings.  Otherwise, an EA psi could easily "read" a
>Vorlon's thoughts and see what a Vorlon looks like.  It has already been
>shown that Earth psis can read some aliens' (e.g. G'Kar, Londo) thoughts.
>Why not Vorlons?

   Maybe the Vorlons don't have thoughts as we know them... All of this is
just part of the mystery...

   OK now, repeat after me... "Babylon-5 is a TV show"...    :) :)

Greg Henderson
Intergraph Corporation
Mailstop: NASA
Huntsville, AL 35894-0001

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 16:58:46 GMT
From: jolsen@nyx10.cs.du.edu (John Olsen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Soul Hunter questions

jberry@brutus.ct.gmr.com (John Berry CT/90) writes:
>> You would plan such a thing?  You would DO such a thing??"
>I thought he said something like: "You are transajecting? You would DO
>such a thing??"

Nope, it's "You would plan such a thing?"  I backed up the video the other
night (reruns) and checked since it was hard to tell what the first setence
was.

>Later, when the soul spheres rise up out of the sack the hunter kept them
>in to stop the hunter, you will note that only some of them do it. Several
>stay in the sack (you can tell because the sack is still glowing). I took
>that as further indication that the individual souls have widely differing
>capabilities and power levels (i.e. some can levitate, and some can't).

I assumed the ones that blockaded him were the ones he had not allowed a
natural death, but had been taken prematurely.  They were torqued off at
him and kept him from adding another victim to his collection.  Either
that, or the active ones were Minbari.  Only Delenn knows for sure, now.

John M. Olsen
Infix Technologies
PO Box 381
Orem, UT 84057-0381 USA
jolsen@nyx.cs.du.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 17:42:39 GMT
From: sys50@uts.amdahl.com (Steve Sarette)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: There are two holes in your mind.

jhove@cs.mcgill.ca (Benoit JAUVIN-GIRARD) writes:
>Now, it is quite obvious that Sinclair is to be used by Delenn and co. in
>a deep and involved plot.  I believe this plot has to do with doing away
>with the Minbari Military, and somehow putting Sinclair in a ruling
>position to do so.  But he would be a tool, no more, manipulated by the
>Grey Council; or maybe his mere existence, by some obscure Minabri law,
>upsets everything.  Probably that the time is not 'politically right' to
>introduce Sinclair, 'cause the Minbari Military is too strong.  I
>(obviously) don't know.

Plausible.  I'm still having trouble with the "Sinclair is a messiah"
angle.

I've got another theory.

Many years ago I read a short story (in Analog magazine I believe) about a
planet that was so fearsome, mean, and nasty, that the lifeforms there
developed a survival strategy that involved going out and finding something
bigger, meaner, and nastier than you are and getting that thing to protect
you.  (Sorry I can't remember the name of the story or the author, I'm sure
this was published over a decade ago).  As I recall, the dominant lifeform
on the planet finally had to leave the planet in search of something else
to protect it.

Now, let's consider the Minbari. I think they're setting up EA to be their
protector.  In other words, the Minbari Grey Council doesn't want to rule
the galaxy (as the Centauri did), they don't want to be in the position of
galatic policemen or the interstellar big brother.  THEY WANT TO BE LEFT
ALONE.  Being the high muckymucks of the galaxy is a pain in the ass and
expensive to boot and the Grey Council wants nothing to do with it.  They
do, however, still want to protect their interests so they looked for (and
found in the form of the Earth Alliance) a race that is big, mean, and
nasty enough to run the galaxy, but which the Minbari think they'll still
be able to manipulate to their own ends if necessary.

The Minbari military, of course, vehemently disagrees with this strategy.
It would, of necessity, leave them with a secondary role in the great
scheme of things.

Anyway, the Minbari have picked the next chief galactic power (this in
light of the waning Centauri empire and the resulting upset in the
political power structure) and it is the Earth Alliance.  And the first
"King of the Galaxy" is going to be (you guessed it) Sinclair.  The Grey
Council, of course, gets to be the power behind the throne.

The 'wedding' that Sinclair found himself involved in was actually his
coronation ceremony.

What do you think?  I think it ties things up rather nicely.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 22:31:54 GMT
From: kopacz@vss.fsi.com (Dave Kopacz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Message to JMS

Dear Mr. Straczynski,

This is not a complaint, just a request.  I haven't seen this error on your
program yet.

One thing that really gripes the hell out of me is when members of that
other "science fiction" program take a shuttlecraft down to visit a planet
and due to magnetic interference, storms, etc., crash the shuttlecraft on
the planet.  Invariably, one or all of them get seriously hurt in the
accident.  My gripe is "where are their seatbelts?"  This is supposed to be
centuries in the future.  My 1983 Honda has seatbelts.  My new Dodge has
seatbelts AND an airbag.  I thought people are supposed to be smarter in
the future.

Please, please, please don't do this.  I know that you mentioned we will
soon be visiting the planet near Babylon 5.  If it's not too late (I'm sure
it is, this season is all shot), put seatbelts in the shuttlecraft.
Thanks.

David B. Kopacz
kopacz@vss.fsi.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 05:43:59 GMT
From: whizzard@uclink.berkeley.edu (Gerry Kevin Wilson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Theory (Minbari surrender)

I'm curious about something.  All of these discussions about Minbari seem
to neglect the fact that they are individuals, each with their own goals
and needs.  If the Minbari are ruled by a council, then perhaps there was
simply a shift in several voting members' attitudes towards humans, or
perhaps they haven't made up their minds about us yet, and so we are on
parole to see if we act up again.
   Realistically, the war might have even been ended by a shift in power to
a more pacifistic group.  Maybe it was an election year? :) This by itself
neglects some of the more obscure Minbari dealings on B5, but still, I'm
sure you folks could come up with some good expansions to this theory.

whizzard@uclink.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 13:12:05 GMT
From: jarnis@mits.mdata.fi (Jarno Kokko)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Boarding Pistol?

Ugh, this has been bugging me for a while... In Cinefantastique's B5-issue
(April '94) had a small note on a trinket called Boarding Pistol: 'Used for
boarding alien ships. BABYLON 5's boarding pistol was designed and build by
Ed Kline and Gene Young for the series premiere 'Midnight on the Firing
Line'...'

I have watched MOTFL Too Many Times(TM) and I am positive that no such
thing is seen, so my question is: Where I can see this trinket onscreen?
Was it axed from the final version? (There IS a bit abrupt cut from the
finding of the command and control ship of the raiders, back to station.
Was there stuff at this point we did not see in the final version? What we
missed?)

(If my guess about it getting axed is true, how about letting us see WHAT
we lost in Midnight? WAS there a boarding scene? Script of that anywhere to
be found?)

Jarno Kokko
jarnis@mits.mdata.fi
jarnis@cute.cute.fi 
jarnis@freenet.hut.fi

------------------------------
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Date: 6 Apr 94 22:28:35 GMT
From: stojkoje@ucunix.san.uc.edu (J.E.S.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Souls, Psis, and Technology

salgado@xerox.com writes:
> [some stuff about SHs deleted]
>In the real world, it can take decades to develop the FIRST functional
>item based on a concept (for example, a nuclear bomb).  However, once one
>is developed, it takes a much smaller time for a totally separate group to
>develop an analagous device.  When you KNOW something exists and you KNOW
>it can be done, people go out and do it.

   Just because we "know" it exists doesn't mean that we can develope it
without first coming up with the equipement to make this equipement
possible. Let me pose an example.
   We drop a gun in the middle of a forest/steppe/jungle/whatever, and an
aborigine of that area picks it up. Now the aborigine is less technically
advanced than we are. This (the gun) is something totally outside of its
experience. Say that somehow the aborigine figures out how to fire the gun.
Now he/she knows that this thing makes a loud noise and causes branches
nearby to explode in a shower of wood chips (if he hasn't blown away
himself or his friends...:) So we have knowledge of the function of this
device. But I don't think that even if this person brought the gun back to
its tribe and they sat there and studied it for EONS they would be able to
reproduce the effects/design/what have you of this weapon.
   Now this is a case where the group knows that device exists _and_ also
has a sample of the device in question. But until they advance
technologically in a variety of areas they won't be able to reproduce
similar devices for a long long time.
   We know that the SHs have been around for a long long long time. How?
Because the Minbari (who are much older than us) think of them as old. They
(the SHs) have been to our planet before. This would have to be at a time
before we had the tech to get out of our own solar system, because _we_ had
never heard of a soul hunter before B5. So more than likely they are not
only decades beyond our present tech (that of b5) but millenia! Do you
think even if we had a sample of their tech we would be able to figure it
out just in a matter of decades?
   Then there is the fact that the group who knows the tech exists and
knows it can be developed, would actually want to. Take for example the
Minbari. Their religion would not allow developement of such a device for
obvious reasons. Thus they would effectively be closing themselves out of
trying to find a way to stop such a device. How can you find a way to stop
something with which you have no idea how it works? I think through trial
and error they found that they couldn't stop the SHs' machines, but they
could stop the SHs. Thus the wall of bodies.

>	In B5, we know that souls can be captured.  From this, I would
>expect some one to develop a technology for capturing and using souls.  I
>would also expect that people who are afraid of a soul being captured
>(e.g. the Minbari) would invest considerable time and effort in developing
>technology to prevent/protect a person's soul.  Yet, B5 makes no mention
>(at least explicitly) of this.  The Minbari protected their dying leader's
>soul but Delenn seems to indicate it was through physical bodies
>preventing the Soul Hunter.

See above

>The presence of psi ability in a race provides the race with a strong
>military advantage.  The Earth Alliance must have psi spies.  Alien races
>in contact with humans would want a way to prevent psis from reading their
>thoughts.  In fact, the Vorlon's armor that they always wear may be a
>protection from psi readings.  Otherwise, an EA psi could easily "read" a
>Vorlon's thoughts and see what a Vorlon looks like.  It has already been
>shown that Earth psis can read some aliens' (e.g. G'Kar, Londo) thoughts.
>Why not Vorlon's?

   Not only would the EA want/have psi spys, but they also want psi
assassins. (see Mind War)
   It has been shown that the Vorlons have a psi proof encounter suit, in
"The Gathering." When Lyta Alexander the then resident psi tried to scan
Kosh through its encounter suit she could not, saying something to the
effect of "Hmmm, I can't get anything, this suit must be shielded."  Given
her very statement I would assume that shielding is not only possible (for
us) but not something new which she had just then experienced. In fact, I
had assumed that the privacy field, invoked by G'kar when talking to Lyta
(also during "The Gathering" was psi proof, just for the very nature of
its being. What would be the point of such a device if it also didn't
exclude psis?

Jas

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 07:05:54 GMT
From: bohm@cs.buffalo.edu (Eric "Gothmog" Bohm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: I am a bit egotistical, but I think...

William F Brown <wfbrown@wpi.WPI.EDU> wrote:
>What has that got to look like to an alien species?  Then, rather than
>running away, or just standing and dying, Sinclair does something I
>consider a nice very human gesture.  With no hope of doing any real useful
>damage, he tells his ship to target the Minbari cruser and hit the drives
>to max thrust.
>
>How many "life revering" ancient races are likely to react calmly to that.
>I think they grabbed sinclair so they could try to figure out who the hell
>they were really fighting.  They got sinclair, and mind probed him or even
>just interrogated him.  He was likely to be arrogant and defiant.  If they
>mind probed him maybe they found out they couldn't win.  At least not
>without genociding the whole human race.

I've seen that whole 'My they were astonished by his suicidal bravery'
thing before. I don't buy it.  Self sacrifice for the sake of the group is
not unique to humans.  Plenty of herd/pack species exhibit similar
behavior.  That kind of cooperation is an evolutionary advantage.  They
might have been surprised by the primitive ferocity of it, perhaps they no
longer exhibit that behavior, but I just can't buy it as a critical history
changing event.

I think they had a number of predetermined ulterior motives for capturing a
brave and high ranking pilot.

I don't know exactly what those were, but I think they had a lot to do with
internal and galactic political machinations of the Grey Council.

>The Minbari probably couldn't stomach the idea of having to exterminate a
>whole spieces.  (especially if they started it)
>
>Well, what do you think?

I think the last assertion might have been a factor, but I doubt it was the
central consideration.  Delenn might appear to be a kindly wise alien, but
we know for a fact the she has a dark side, and that the military caste is
unconcerned by moral niceties.

EJB

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 16:35:52 GMT
From: bjmusser@eos.ncsu.edu (BARBARA JANICE MUSSER)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: babylon 4

I was looking at the spoilers for Babylon Squared and it mentioned that
we'll see the chambers of the Grey council.  I was thinking, maybe they
made B4 disappear.
   Did B4 have its commander when it disappeared?  If it did, did the
Minbari have to approve him?  Since they're so interested in Sinclair, how
come he wasn't b4's commander?  Or was he, and he just got lucky.  Maybe
the Minbari knew B4 would disappear and so didn't pick Sinclair for its
commander.  By the time the station was operational, you would think they
would have chosen a commander.  So how come it wasn't Sinclair?

Just some questions that aren't likely to be answered soon, but would be
interesting to think about.

Barbara

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 17:11:58 GMT
From: MARKJV@physics.watstar.uwaterloo.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The station's political signifigance

cdfannin@engws12.ic.sunysb.edu (Chris D Fanning) writes:
>I keep thinking about a possible way of interpreting Kosh's response every
>time I see someone else try to interpret it.  I haven't seen anyone bring
>up the idea that, if you take Sinclair's question as a logical expression:
>(Narn OR Centauri) only one or the other (maybe both) have to be true.
>true OR false = true
>false OR true = true
>true OR true = true
>false OR false = false

   I thought of this and this occurred to me.  Consider this: Kosh is far
more alien then any other being we know on B5 which means that he "thinks"
and "perceives" (i.e. views everything) in an alien way.  Now we see the
Narn and the Centauri as being two separate species, but maybe Kosh doesn't
because he(?) groups them together in some way.  After all Kosh's people
are very advanced in biology so they might have a different classification
system. Therefore what Kosh hears is "Centauri/Narn" and not "Centauri or
Narn".

Mark J V

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 18:25:49 GMT
From: tuff@ellis.uchicago.edu (Geoff Tuffli)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Message to JMS

JMS writes:
>Insofar as I know, virtually *all* of our craft - fighters, shuttles,
>personal flyers, have seat restraints. 

Hmm. One wonders what a Vorlon seatbelt looks like...

GT

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 20:56:37 GMT
From: todd1m@unlv.edu (Todd McChurch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: how big is the EA ?

Does anyone know how many worlds the Earth Alliance contains? Also I know
that the Centauri Rebulic contains about 10 worlds, but what about the
others?

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 21:50:38 GMT
From: am848@yfn.ysu.edu (Ann M. Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sinclair as ambassador

Perhaps I'm wrong but I understood originally that the woman second in
command actually runs the station day-to-day and that the commander filled
more of an ambassadorial role.  Notice that she is the one present on "the
bridge" while he is on call only for problems.

It is probably due to Sinclair's need to be involved that we see him as
much as we do: I imagine an admiral would have been parked in his office or
at various events most of the time.  Could any military person let us know
what base commanders do?

Presidents of colleges typically are "figureheads" and do fund raising and
public events.  The provosts and vice presidents run day to day operations
and planning which is approved by a board.

Ann M. Williams
Circulation Supervisor
Saint Joseph College
Connecticut
am848@yfn.ysu.edu
williama@ganesha.sjc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 03:31:43 GMT
From: purple@julian.uwo.ca (Tzoq Mrekazh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rewatched pilot yesterday

Ron O'Dell <keeper@cats.ucsc.edu> wrote:
>Anyway, the visual error is, as I said before, infamous.  Even JMS
>admitted to there being one.  He didn't actually say what it was, which is
>why I mentioned it when I noticed.  I'm sure someone else has mentioned it
>in the past.  I think some series episodes have shown the stars `moving'
>out that window.  That may be why I noticed something peculiar about them
>not moving when I rewatched the pilot this time.

Except, he *did* finally come out and say what it was, and that's not it...

The error JMS was talking about was in the hearing scene.  There is a
mix-up in the over-head shots, so that during one person's testimony (I
don't recall who's), the camera *shows* another person on the stand...

As a side-note, the station, if I remember correctly, rotates at 1 rpm.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 03:55:59 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: babylon 4

     No commander had yet been assigned to Babylon 4.  One Major Krantz had
been assigned to oversee the final stages of construction, and was on
board, along with about 1300 others in the construction crew, when the
station vanished.  The station had only been on-line 24 hours, and the
discussions of a commanding officer had just begun when it disappeared.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 08:49:02 GMT
From: mojo@netcom.com (Morris Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Off the scale"

I think I just figured out why the B5 techs read so many energy bursts as
"off the scale."

After hearing it twice during the first eight episodes, it became the brunt
of valid complaints and jokes that "you guys really ought to get some
industrial strength energy meters."  :)

But I was lying in bed thinking about it the other day, and wondering what
I would write in place of that line.  I honestly couldn't come up with
something that would convey intensity and extremes, and not be a
distraction to the story.

What units of energy shall we use?  Watts?  Joules?  Terajoules or
megawatts?  I can hear Marianne Robertson trying to say, "I'm getting an
energy reading in excess of 20,000 terawatts, Lt. Commander!"  Bleh, the
whole story just stumbled over a tiny bit of technobabble.

"Oh good, Tech #1.  At least I'll have enough energy to roast and grind my
illegal coffee beans."

They could do worse - they could make up some new unit of energy.
"Extreme energy readings Commander, exceeding 40,000 kilopresleys."

You could come up with some absurdly large units that don't make any impact
... "Commander, I'm reading an energy burst of .27 sols in sector 2."

I fear that almost any tack JMS chose would get beaten up by the group.
How high is high?  "C'mon JMS, don't you know that 20,000 terawatts won't
even cook dinner for four at the Fresh Air?"  Or, "Geez, Joe, if it was
really THAT much energy, the whole station would have been reduced to
plasma.  At least now we know what happened to Babylon 4."

I bet he was stuck.  Damned if you do, damned if you don't.

Morris Jones
Campbell, CA
mojo@caere.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 10:05:59 GMT
From: snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rewatched pilot yesterday

Ron O'Dell (keeper@cats.ucsc.edu) wrote:
>If I may expand on Delenn ...  I think it's a much better character in the
>pilot.  I think that Mira knew that her character was supposed to be male,
>and that affected the way she acted.  Even making the character female,
>it's still better than what we have in the series.  The pilot's Delenn is
>strong, in control.  Believable, in retrospect, as a member of the Grey
>Council.  The series' Delenn seems feeble, unsure of herself.  She pleads,
>"You must kill it, Commander!" nearly crying.  She speaks in a soft voice:
>"We were right about you."  She seems to be in love with Sinclair, almost.
>She seems worried by the instruction to kill Sinclair should he remember
>what happened to him on the Line.
>
>Compare that to the strong Delenn in the pilot, saying, "You may know
>everything about your stone garden, but, clearly, you have not spent
>nearly enough time looking at it."

I agree. It was quite a shock going to the series after having watched and
rewatched the pilot, seeing all the changes. G'kar bugged me for a while,
but I was very disappointed in the changes to Delenn's appearance.  She was
just weirder in the pilot. More alien.

In fact, one thing a friend of mine mentioned was that the interesting
thing about the pilot was that the aliens seemed more similar to each other
than to us. A large part of that, I think, came from giving them a mottled
splotchy texture on their skin, sort of like a sea creature.  The Minbari,
the Narn and the Centauri all had blotchy skin.

(In contrast, I might add, to Trek, in which all the aliens look like
"adjusted" humans. An eye ridge here, a pair of pointed ears there - they
all seem to spring from the norm of humanity. Compare that to a Narn, who
genuinely looks like he evolved somewhere else.)

Anyway, to briefly wrap up about Delenn, I must have been the only person
who was actually a little disappointed with "Soul Hunter," and I think
Delenn was the reason. What's the first substantive thing she does in the
series? She gets captured. She turns into the damsel in distress. This was
the Delenn who threw G'kar out of her room without breaking a sweat, after
having almost killed him with her gravity rings (in the pilot).  Where did
that Delenn go?
 
Over the course of the series so far the Minbari have gotten scarier, but
I'm still waiting for Delenn to have the eerie strength she had in the
pilot.

Though seeing her in the cowl in "And The Sky Full Of Stars" was pretty
good.  She looked menacing. I was menaced.

Stephen
snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 16:28:24 GMT
From: writeoff@pine.circa.ufl.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Planet

   Uh, call me ignorant, but I always assumed that the planet that B5 was
orbiting was Earth. How do we know different? Also, does anyone have any
idea just how many systems each empire has control? Just how much is out
there?

   This IS one of the best written shows on TV, if only they had a bigger
budget for the interior sets...

MHR

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 17:44:16 GMT
From: mkhan@nyx10.cs.du.edu (Mohammad Khan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Will we see more soul hunters

Out of curiosity, will we see any more soul hunters (after watching it
over, I kind of started to like them)?

mkhan@nyx.cs.du.edu
Mohammad.Khan@islam.chi.il.us

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

         Administrivia - Mailer problems,
	 Books - Allen & Piers Anthony & Asprin & Banks (5 msgs) &
                 Bester (3 msgs) & Brust (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 19 Apr 94 08:37:26 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mailer problems

   There is apparently something wrong with the mailer in use on this
system.  For several years now, we've known that there was a minor problem
where digests would get "stuck" in the queue and remain undelivered until
the machine was rebooted.  This would often cause some people to receive
two copies of those issues and some would not receive issues at all.  
   I've reported this problem to the people supporting the mailer and I
hope to have a resolution to this as soon as work on the mailer can be
scheduled.  In the meantime, please bear with us.  A short, polite note to
postmaster@rutgers.edu might not hurt if you are one of those people who
consistently miss issues or get them more than 48 hours after they are sent
out.
   Because people are not seeing all of the issues, I am repeating this
message in the next three digests so that hopefully all of the readers
affected will know that I am aware of the problem and trying to resolve it.
In the meantime, if you miss issues of the Digest, you should be able to
retrieve missing issues from the SF-Lovers archives at gandalf.rutgers.edu
either via anonymous ftp or the mail server at:
   sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu. 

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 14:40:18 GMT
From: wattevans@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Hunted Earth--Is There More?

Ian Strock <irs@panix.com> writes:
>_The Shattered Sphere_ is definitely number two, and it is definitely as
>good as the first. AGain, you have to deal with Roger's style of jumping
>back and forth between different settings/characters each chapter, so you
>wind up knowing more than the characters, but you've got a disjointed view
>of things. Anyway, it was wonderful. Make sure you read it (and then yell
>at Roger to finish the next!).
 
Roger's got four other books he's supposed to write first, I think - for
other publishers.  But maybe when he's stuck in Brazil next year he'll get
more productive.
 
And at least the ending of THE SHATTERED SPHERE isn't anywhere NEAR as much
a cliffhanger as the end of RING OF CHARON!

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 02:56:28 GMT
From: awalsh@fox.nstn.ns.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Anthony bibliography?

I have just finished reading "The Magic Of Xanth" by Piers Anthony.  Does
anyone have a listing of all the Xanth novels? It's useless to look in the
library, the man's written a million books. Please Email any responses.
Thanks a million.

Andrew Walsh
awalsh@fox.nstn.ns.ca

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 17:05:30 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sweet Mythery of Life?

Victor W. Wong <ah447@FreeNet.Carleton.CA> wrote:
>Does anyone know if Robert Asprin has written this next part of his
>Mythadventures series?  I know that an announcement of sorts had been made
>in 1991 but so far I haven't seen any other hints of when it's due out.

It exists. I have a copy.

It's out in one of those oversized paperback editions with the Phil Foglio
illustrations. Mass market paperback should follow in a year or so,
assuming the previous pattern continues.

I don't have ISBN #'s or anything, but I found it at a B. Dalton's, so it
can't be all _that_ difficult to get a copy...

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 08:02:48 GMT
From: jdawley@moose.uvm.edu (Janice E. Dawley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain Banks

David Wells writes:
> Personally, I think "Consider" is underrated. It has a rather loose
> somewhat Shakespearean plot in which the main character is swept along
> helplessly by his destiny (which seems likely from the first to be a
> tragic one). The scenery he passes on the way is extremely impressive.
> The novel also asks some interesting questions about cultural tolerance
> (to which Banks refuses to offer pat answers).

Speaking of "Consider Phlebas," does anyone have any ideas as to how it
might have been shaped by T.S. Eliot's "The Waste Land"? As I was reading
it, an underlying structure seemed to be just beyond my conscious
awareness, something *maybe* to do with the weird references to the poem
that is quoted in the title (things like chapter 9 being called "Schar's
World", it being officially a "dead" world and that line from "The Waste
Land": "Saint Mary Woolnoth kept the hours / With a dead sound on the final
stroke of nine.")
   Of course, thematically, the book has much in common with the poem -
damn depressing, and pretty much saying that sh*t happens, life has no
meaning, and then you die. It's much more complicated than that, of
course... anybody have any ideas about these parallels? Or am I just crazy?

Janice

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 20:58:36 GMT
From: kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain Banks

jdawley@moose.uvm.edu (Janice E. Dawley) writes:
>Speaking of "Consider Phlebas," does anyone have any ideas as to how it
>might have been shaped by T.S. Eliot's "The Waste Land"? As I was reading
>it, an underlying structure seemed to be just beyond my conscious
>awareness, something *maybe* to do with the weird references to the poem
>that is quoted in the title

The thing about TWL is it has a very rigorous internal structure and no
obvious and inarguable link to any interpretive schema, meaning that if you
have a structure of your own you want to link up with it - e.g. the life of
T.S. Eliot, or the history of the first world war, or the plot of Consider
Phlebas, there's usually a way of doing it. This is why people are always
coming up with new ideas as to what TWL means, or occasionally as to why it
doesn't mean anything. Which I don't at all mean as an argument against
looking for links with CP... an interesting starting point might be the
similarity between Horza, the changer, and Tiresias, the prophet who has
been both man and woman. I remember as an undergraduate counting up lines
and being very pleased with my cleverness when it transpired that Tiresias
is introduced in the exact middle of the 400+ line poem; it seemed a good
grounds for arguing that in some way he was a representative character,
pan-human. Which describes Horza too, in the sense that he can be anyone he
wants to.

But you see how loose a link that is! - and loose links are all you'll
generally get from TWL, unless Banks has gone out of his way to provide for
more direct ones. Which would surprise me; TWL just isn't a poem to invite
that approach.

Justine

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 15:16:45 GMT
From: adw@hplb.hpl.hp.com (David Wells)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain Banks

ig25@fg70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig) writes:
>Actually, I didn't quite see the point in "Road of Skulls".  Anybody care
>to enlighten me?

I don't think there was a point! This is why I enjoyed it so much. We are
suddenly zoomed-in to a fascinating and amusing detail of life in what is
clearly a vast and uncaring universe. Then, equally suddenly, it's gone.
No more than an appetizer, perhaps, for the more substantial fare later in
the book, but an interesting one, I think.

Dave

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 10:43:35 GMT
From: piskozub@ocean.iopan.gda.pl (Jacek Piskozub)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Puzzling reference in "The State of the Art"

Mattew Austern (matt@physics.berkeley.edu) wrote:
> So, my question: who is this Lev Davidovitch that she's referring to?
> The only Lev Davidovitch I've heard of is Lev Davidovitch Landau, and,
> while he was a remarkable man in many ways, I've never heard anything
> about his politics that would make this make sense if it were him.  Is
> there another Lev Davidovitch that I'm supposed to have heard of?

I suppose you did hear about Lev Davidovitch Bronstein. He is a little more
known under his pseudonym Leon Trotsky. It was Trotsky that did that little
revolt in Petrogrod (formerly and now St. Petersburg) in 1917 for Lenin.
Later he and my compatriot Felix Dzerzinsky founded an organization, known
at first as ChK, later NKVD and finally KGB.

I believe he is not usually mentioned in the same category as Hitler and
Stalin only because he was not given the chance :-) He was expelled from
Soviet Union by Stalin in 1929 and killed on his orders in Mexico in 1940.
However, his activity in the time of revolution and the Russian civil war
fully justifies the citation above.

At least here, in Poland, he is still remembered.

Jacek Piskozub
Institute of Oceanology, 
Polish Academy of Sciences
Sopot, Poland
piskozub@iopan.gda.pl

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 14:33:20 GMT
From: phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org (Phil Verdieck (x246))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Banks

I'm just about done with Use of Weapons, and fairly impressed.  Throughout
the course of it I have been reminded of Zelazny's writing style.  Did
anyone else draw the same conclusion?

Philip Verdieck
phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 04:10:05 GMT
From: upchrch!joel@aaahq01.aaa.com (Joel Upchurch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dopey Question on "The Stars My Destination"

jmhodapp@aplcomm.jhuapl.edu (Jon Hodapp) writes:
> I haven't read "The Stars, My Destination" in some while, but a
> discussion of it re-raised a question I have always had about the book.
> It is stated that people can only jaunt to places they have physically
> been.  No looking at pictures, nothing allows a jaunt without actually
> visiting the destination.  And yet, it seems that people are able to
> jaunt anywhere at will, with no regards to where they are going.

One possibility is that one person picks up another then jaunts with them
to another place. The person that is being carried can then memorize the
location and be able to jaunte to it themselves afterwards. I seem to
recall some instances where one person carried another person while
jaunting. Using a system like that it would probably wouldn't take very
long to familiarize everyone with the jaunt destination.

I wonder what the limit is what you can jaunt with is? What you can lift, a
certain mass and anything you can wrap your arms around? Can several people
grab the same thing and simul-jaunt? I wonder how well one of those mazes
in the story would work against a person with a GPS receiver in their
pocket.

Joel Upchurch
Upchurch Computer Consulting
718 Galsworthy Ave.
Orlando, FL 32809-6429
uunet!aaahq01!upchrch!joel 

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 16:07:28 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dopey Question on "The Stars My Destination"

Joel Upchurch <joel@upchrch.UUCP> wrote:
>jmhodapp@aplcomm.jhuapl.edu (Jon Hodapp) writes:
>> It is stated that people can only jaunt to places they have physically
>> been.  ...
>
>One possibility is that one person picks up another then jaunts with them
>to another place. ...

I don't _think_ that would work.  Bester mentions that the travel industry
doesn't drop dead altogether because it provides transport to places people
have never been so that they can get there in future.  "The Grand Tour took
on a new significance for rich people."

>I wonder what the limit is what you can jaunt with is? What you can lift,
>a certain mass and anything you can wrap your arms around? ....

Anything you can pick up and carry, plus what you're wearing.  That's
mentioned in the press interview in the prologue of the book.

>... I wonder how well one of those mazes in the story would work against a
>person with a GPS receiver in their pocket.

A what?

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 17:43:52 GMT
From: barring@cs.umass.edu (David Mix Barrington)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dopey Question on "The Stars My Destination"

djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt) writes:
>Joel Upchurch <joel@upchrch.UUCP> wrote:
>>.... I wonder how well one of those mazes in the story would work against
>>a person with a GPS receiver in their pocket.
>
>A what?

Global Positioning System - a small device (I think current models are
around the size of a cigarette pack) which (by interacting with satellites)
can report its position to very high accuracy (I think a meter or two).
Back when I was heavily into orienteering (foot races with map-and-compass
navigation) I knew a guy who was working on these for the DoD.  He
anticipated technology a bit by writing a ban on any such technical aids
into the orienteering rules.

I seem to recall that an then-unusual example of US-USSR cooperation in the
early 80's was the establishment of a joint GPS system for finding people
in the Arctic.

Dave MB

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 01:52:33 GMT
From: KAMCISAA@electrical.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  500 Years After (spoilers)

Dave DeLaney writes:
>lak@world.std.com (Larry A Keber) writes:
>>One thing that bothers me is that in Jhereg, Aliera tells Vlad about the
>>Dragon-Jhereg war which happened just before Adron's Disaster. Yet in 500
>>Years After, thre is no mention of it (that I saw, anyway...)
>
>Yes, I was also watching for that, and didn't see it; perhaps because
>(this time) none of the principals were Jhereg, we didn't see the actual
>maneuvering/plotting as such? The Dragons involved would get an *entirely*
>different picture of what was going on, if I'm not mistaken...

I agree with you two.  The way I read the story in Jhereg, it was Adron who
was giving sanctuary to the Jhereg, and they were planning a coup together.
When the Jhereg got "shined" (man, I love that euphemism), Adron was forced
to "rely to heavily on magic and the spell got out of control".  The story
we got here was that he did it because he was mad at the way Aliera was
being treated.

Also, the original story was that Mario was hired to kill the Emperor
because he used the Orb against the House, not that he was set up once, and
tried again because he wanted Aliera for himself.  (Of course, it was
Aliera telling the story, and she may have wanted to hide the truth :).)

Maybe the explanation is that Paarfi, being a romanticist, would look for
the most romantic explanation.  (Then again, we all wanted the story.)

Some other details I'd like to discuss:

Does this mean Mario is Devera's father???  Imagine, Verra's granddaughter
a crossbreed!!!  (Of course, God help anyone who insults Aliera because of
it.)

Did anyone notice that Paarfi is writing during the reign of Norathar the
Second, Dragon Empress of the Cycle of the Phoenix of the Great Cycle of
the Dragon?  In other words that Zerika must have stepped down "soon" after
the events of _Phoenix_ (unless Paarfi writes one book per century or
something.)

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 01:58:59 GMT
From: KAMCISAA@electrical.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After

>The question was, what caused Zerika to step down?  Paarfi makes an
>offhand comment about the peaceful handover of power.  Doesn't seem
>likely, Dragons taking over peacefully, unless there isn't a Phoenix Heir.

Maybe because Zerika is a "Reborn Phoenix" she just knows when enough is
enough.  (Or maybe the Orb told her.)

And as for Phoenix heirs, there are currently no other Phoenixes
(Phoenices?) but apparently through the mysteries of cross breeding, it is
possible to produce some more.  (Or maybe Sethra can ask the next Jenoine
she meets.  I understand they have some experience in these matters.)

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 06:04:12 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After

Kenneth A McIsaac <KAMCISAA@ELECTRICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca> wrote:
>And as for Phoenix heirs, there are currently no other Phoenixes
>(Phoenices?) but apparently through the mysteries of cross breeding, it is
>possible to produce some more.

   Or, we could go get some pre-Disaster ones via time travel.  Or we could
turn Zerika into an immortal, like Sethra is, and just have her be Empress
whenever we need a Phoenix Emperor. There're lots of possibilities...

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu
goldfarb@UCBOCF.BITNET   
goldfarb@soda.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 09:04:38 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After

goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) writes:
>Or we could turn Zerika into an immortal, like Sethra is,

Sethra isn't immortal.  She's undead.  She did live for a very long time
(what, on the order of 200k years?), but seemed to die for some reason.

Probably an interesting story in that, wot? :)

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		     Administrivia - Mailer Problems,
   		     Books - Brust (12 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 19 Apr 94 08:37:26 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mailer problems

   There is apparently something wrong with the mailer in use on this
system.  For several years now, we've known that there was a minor problem
where digests would get "stuck" in the queue and remain undelivered until
the machine was rebooted.  This would often cause some people to receive
two copies of those issues and some would not receive issues at all.  
   I've reported this problem to the people supporting the mailer and I
hope to have a resolution to this as soon as work on the mailer can be
scheduled.  In the meantime, please bear with us.  A short, polite note to
postmaster@rutgers.edu might not hurt if you are one of those people who
consistently miss issues or get them more than 48 hours after they are sent
out.
   Because people are not seeing all of the issues, I am repeating this
message in the next two digests so that hopefully all of the readers
affected will know that I am aware of the problem and trying to resolve it.
In the meantime, if you miss issues of the Digest, you should be able to
retrieve missing issues from the SF-Lovers archives at gandalf.rutgers.edu
either via anonymous ftp or the mail server at:
   sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu. 

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 12:11:14 GMT
From: friedman@husc10.harvard.edu (Dawn Friedman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After

pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden) writes:
>gacohen@seas.gwu.edu (Geoff A. Cohen) writes:
>>And did everyone notice that _Five Hundred Years After_ was submitted to
>>Empress Norathar?  How do you suppose *that* happened?
>
>Easy: the conceit is that FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER was composed and
>published by Paarfi sometime (but not long) after the events of the Vlad
>books so far.

Well, gee, Patrick, that explains everything! :-/
  
  Now all we have to do is construct a sequence of events that leads from
the end of Phoenix/Athyra to an Empress Norathar.  Obviously there can be
only one such sequence.  "Easy."
  
  Luckily for me, I never do plot speculation.  But Vlad has certainly
gotten himself born in interesting times.  _Phoenix Guards_ has a lazy feel
about the intrigue; everyone has centuries and centuries to play these
games in.  Then a couple of cats leap up on the bookcases and sprint around
the room, knocking down everything in their path - thump zoooom crash!
Even Paarfi's prose can't quite manage to slow things down.

Dawn Sharon Friedman
friedman@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 16:26:47 GMT
From: dash@sulu.orl.mmc.com (Dash Wendrzyk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  500 Years After (spoilers)

KAMCISAA@ELECTRICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac) writes:
> The way I read the story in Jhereg, it was Adron who was giving sanctuary
> to the Jhereg, and they were planning a coup together.  When the Jhereg
> got "shined" (man, I love that euphemism), Adron was forced to "rely to
> heavily on magic and the spell got out of control".  The story we got
> here was that he did it because he was mad at the way Aliera was being
> treated.

Hmm, the way that I read it it wasn't the Jhereg who got shined which
forced him to rely too heavily upon magic, it was all the Dragon lords that
got shined during the course of the Jhereg-Dragon war.
 
> Some other details I'd like to discuss:
> 
> Does this mean Mario is Devera's father???  Imagine, Verra's
> granddaughter a crossbreed!!!  (Of course, God help anyone who insults
> Aliera because of it.)

Assuming that Mario is still around.  The way that I read it, Paarfi was
saying that Mario hadn't been heard from since Adron's disaster.  I wonder
if that just implied that he hadn't done "work" since then.  But, yeah, I'd
say that Mario is now the favorite to be Devera's father.
 
Hey, did anyone else notice that Khaavren sent Zerika's parents out of town
right before the disaster.  Wonder what happened to them (her parents)?
Guess we'll find out in Paths of the Dead.

Also, since the orb actually tried to pass to Adron, does that mean that
the Great Cycle ended on the reign of the Dragon, instead of having two
consective Phoenixes like the Vlad books tell us.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 18:51:52 GMT
From: KAMCISAA@electrical.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  Vlad Possibility

>   3)Also Vlad himself is IMO pretty powerful himself.  He knows
>witchcraft, has a jhereg famillar (who has a jhereg mate), knows some
>sorcery, has used chaos-sorcery at least once and has Spellbreaker (which,
>for some reason, I get the suspicion is a great weapon) and seems to have
>SOME kind of relationship with Verra (although they seem to have had a
>falling out at the end of Phoenix).

What?  You pretend then that this bit of chain, to which, as we have seen,
Baronet Taltos has done himself the honour of giving the name Spellbreaker,
is a great weapon?  I almost think that would please me. :)

I've been kind of hoping for Vlad to find himself one of the Seventeen (I
wonder if the Serioli made any rapiers), and now you suggest that it's been
under my nose all along.  But there's an even better possibility.  Let's
say Spellbreaker is a Great Weapon.  Then it is irrevocably linked to his
soul and ... (drum roll here) he can't be destroyed by a Morganti weapon,
just like Aliera wasn't, so the Jhereg might as well give up.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 19:30:22 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Vlad Possibility

KAMCISAA@ELECTRICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac) writes:
>What?  You pretend then that this bit of chain, to which, as we have seen,
>Baronet Taltos has done himself the honour of giving the name
>Spellbreaker, is a great weapon?  I almost think that would please me. :)

I believe that Brust has stated that Spellbreaker is not a Great Weapon.
Which makes sense, since it can really only be used for defense.

It is *something*, however.  I'm assuming we will find out more, maybe even
in (gasp) _Orca_.  When it ever comes out :(.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 22:38:48 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After (spoilers)

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA writes:
>There is *no* way the fiercely line-proud Aliera is going to have an
>half-breed child; while she may well still maintain her relationship with
>Mario, she *can't* marry him, or have a child by him.

Excuse me, but what House is Mario from?  Some Jhereg, remember, are there
for various reasons, not because they were born into it.  Such as Kragar
and Norathar.

It's entirely possible that Mario is a Dragon.

>Kieron will re-incarnate (because he said he would if she gave the sword
>away) and Aliera will marry that person.

No, he said he would come for it.  Some do leave, you know.  Like Sethra
and what's-his-name, the Athyra from _Athyra_.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 00:38:33 GMT
From: mfterman@tucson.princeton.edu (Mutant for Hire)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After (spoilers)

I'd just like to point out that nothing in 500 Years Later either helps or
hinders the Kragar-is-Mario school of thought. Granted, Aliera was strongly
attracted to Mario and hates Kragar, but that could be because Mario is
responsible for her father's death. If he hadn't assassinated the Phoenix
Emperor, it's quite possible the spell would have worked and Adron would
then be Emperor. Or she did a little research and found out why Kragar was
forced out.

Kragar's invisibility could be a side effect of Sethra's spell that rescued
him from the Disaster. I'm not saying I swallow this theory at all, but I'm
just going over the possibilities.

Martin Terman
mfterman@phoenix.princeton.edu
mfterman@pucc.bitnet
anonymus+5565@charcoal.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 01:29:47 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  Vlad Possibility

KAMCISAA@ELECTRICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac) writes:
>What?  You pretend then that this bit of chain, to which, as we have seen,
>Baronet Taltos has done himself the honour of giving the name
>Spellbreaker, is a great weapon?  I almost think that would please me. :)
 
Sir, do you ask us to suppose that Sethra Lavode, the very Enchantress of
Dzur Mountain, would not know a great weapon when she saw one?
 
Do remember that Sethra has expressed considerable confusion to Vlad about
what the chain Spellbreaker is or does, and that it is, moreover, not a
suitable weapon, being too light and too slight for use even in those
peculiar Eastern styles of fighting (if I may call them that) which involve
the use of chains as weapons.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 04:50:19 GMT
From: iverson@lionheart.com (Tim Iverson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  Vlad Possibility

ShadowMist <an74191@anon.penet.fi> wrote:
>  2) We know that Vlad has got some pretty powerful friends

His 'friends' generally only help out when their interests coincide with
his (or when the help is pretty cheap wrt. consequences); it's not the same
as having a private army.

>  Conclusion: History will repeat itself, with Vlad placing the
>Easterners, a group that could be considered a House but isn't really one,
>on the Cycle.

No way - remember how Verra (who likes Vlad) reacted to his presence in the
Paths of the Dead (a rather exclusive Dragaeran club)?  Humans have
absolutely no place in the Dragaeran hierarchy.

>Thus the Cycle won't collapse because of Zerika

There's probably at least 5,000 years before the cycle comes back around to
the Phoenix again, so it's not something that Brust need ever solve.

>office).  The Jhereg would, at least, `tone down' its attempts to kill
>Vlad because it would probably tick off a House if its founder got killed
>by a Morganti Weapon.

Bzzzt!  Remember how the 'Demon' responded to Vlad's unwillingness to kill
that guy in Morrolan's castle?  Even if it took thousands of years to
recover, they'd still do it.

There are only three ways out for Vlad.  He can re-enter the organization,
but at the top (very unlikely).  He can run for the rest of his life (more
likely).  Or, he can die (most likely).  Well, there is a fourth
possibility: Verra never paid him for offing that king - she could repay
him by fixing things for him somehow.

Now we know that the Jhereg will not settle for a normal revivification -
it's got to seem permanent.  And, after what happened to Aliera, we know
there are all kinds of ways to make it real enough.  I think it would be
quite ironic for Vlad to awaken after 'dying' to find that his soul now
resides in the body of a Dragaeran!  Watching him experience the instincts
of a Dzur, or a Dragon, or even a Teckla would just be too much.

We know that he has to father a child before his Grandfather dies, but who
says this has to be with Cawti, or that the child must be human?

Tim Iverson
iverson@lionheart.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 06:27:05 GMT
From: Elistan+@cmu.edu (Mark Alan Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Vlad Possibility

Kenneth A McIsaac@ELECTR writes:
>I've been kind of hoping for Vlad to find himself one of the Seventeen (I
>wonder if the Serioli made any rapiers), and now you suggest that it's
>been under my nose all along.  But there's an even better possibility.
>Let's say Spellbreaker is a Great Weapon.  Then it is irrevocably linked
>to his soul and ...  (drum roll here) he can't be destroyed by a Morganti
>weapon, just like Aliera wasn't, so the Jhereg might as well give up.

   My first instinct was to say "Nah.  It was revealed as simply being gold
phoenix stone, which absorbs/negates/whatever sorcery, just as black
phoenix stone stops psionics."  But then I remembered that time Vlad was
tortured, and had given up on life, and Spellbreaker started dancing around
in the air, which seems to suggest a Great Weapon trying to save its
master.
   But then it occurred to me that this might be an hallucination of
Vlad's...
   And it further occurred to me that all previously encountered Great
Weapons possessed blades, and destroyed souls.  I don't see how
Spellbreaker could do something like that.
   Also, Mordred suggested to Vlad that he name his new chain - I really
have no clue why.  But don't Great Weapons have their own names already?
And of course, all of Vlad's high-powered friends should know what all of
the 17 Great Weapons are, right?  I don't see how their actions would be
consistent with knowing Vlad has a GW.
   Er, did the Dragaerans already know it was gold phoenix stone?  If I
remember _Phoenix_ correctly, they didn't...  Please correct any mistakes
in the above...

Mark Lang
elistan+@cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 11:15:25 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  Vlad Possibility

<an74191@anon.penet.fi> wrote:
>(and to the person who asked why couldn't Zerika become like Sethra and be
>the Empress whenever the Cycle was on the Phoenix: There's a rule, we're
>told in Taltos, prohibiting the undead from holding an Imperial office).

   I had not forgotten that; I was simply assuming that we could make an
exception for such an exceptional case as this.  Besides, if Paarfi is to
be believed Sethra lived for hundreds of thousands of years *before*
becoming undead. Perhaps Zerika can do something similar.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu
goldfarb@UCBOCF.BITNET   
goldfarb@soda.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 14:55:41 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Vlad Possibility

iverson@lionheart.com (Tim Iverson) writes:
>Well, there is a fourth possibility: Verra never paid him for offing that
>king - she could repay him by fixing things for him somehow.

Uhm, yeah, she did.  The gold was waiting for him.  Assassins take their
payment *up front*.

There is another possibility that you didn't think of: Dragaeran society,
or at least the House of Jhereg, could change so much that Vlad would not
be a target any longer.  Either because assassinations are not done any
longer, or because there is so much turmoil that nobody cares about a puny
Jhereg Easterner anymore.

The basic seeds are there: there is already unrest in the capital, and Vlad
is now travelling with a Teckla.  Whom he will, undoubtedly, teach things
to.  Such as sorcery and witchcraft.

And, last, but not least: the House of Dragon is next on the Cycle.  If the
Dragon Emperor subtly tells the House of Jhereg that they will kindly leave
this poor man alone, or else they will be wiped out... she'd have the
power, both in terms of an army and the mystical might (gag) of the Cycle,
to back that up.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 14:57:12 GMT
From: KAMCISAA@electrical.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  500 Years After (spoilers)

>There is *no* way the fiercely line-proud Aliera is going to have an
>half-breed child; while she may well still maintain her relationship with
>Mario, she *can't* marry him, or have a child by him.  The speculation
>with which I am most familiar is that Kieron will re-incarnate (because he
>said he would if she gave the sword away) and Aliera will marry that
>person.

But what if Mario was a Dragon who got drummed out of the house (like
Kragar)?  Hey, what if Mario _is_ Kragar!!  (Yeah, right!:)) Actually, I've
always thought that Devera is supposed to be the reincarnated version of
Kieron.  Why, you ask?  Just because I can't figure out another reason for
her random appearances.  Does anyone else know what her significance is?

And do we _know_ Aliera gave the sword away?  She no longer uses it, but it
may be hanging on a wall at the Keep of the Lord Redface (assuming it
survived the Interregnum).

>I think there is something significant to Vlad, Aliera, and Kieron all
>being incarnate at once, and the Aliera and Sethra know this, while Vlad
>hasn't figured it out yet, and Morrolan may not consider it important.
> 
>It's been suguested that the whole underlying plot there is another aspect
>of the 'three brothers' story that Brust has been having so much fun with
>in other contexts.  This, while it makes my head hurt, has some basis to
>it - the question of whether Vlad has gone from being the treacherous
>brother to the magic brother is particularly interesting.

Can you run down this speculation for me (I'm sorry if it makes your head
hurt)?  I don't think I've ever heard it and boy, would I like to.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

          Administrivia - Mailer Problems,
	  Books - Bujold (2 msgs) & Coppel & DeChancie (2 msgs) &
                  de Lint & Donaldson & Farren (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 19 Apr 94 08:37:26 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mailer problems

   There is apparently something wrong with the mailer in use on this
system.  For several years now, we've known that there was a minor problem
where digests would get "stuck" in the queue and remain undelivered until
the machine was rebooted.  This would often cause some people to receive
two copies of those issues and some would not receive issues at all.  
   I've reported this problem to the people supporting the mailer and I
hope to have a resolution to this as soon as work on the mailer can be
scheduled.  In the meantime, please bear with us.  A short, polite note to
postmaster@rutgers.edu might not hurt if you are one of those people who
consistently miss issues or get them more than 48 hours after they are sent
out.
   Because people are not seeing all of the issues, I am repeating this
message in the next digest so that hopefully all of the readers affected
will know that I am aware of the problem and trying to resolve it.  In the
meantime, if you miss issues of the Digest, you should be able to retrieve
missing issues from the SF-Lovers archives at gandalf.rutgers.edu either
via anonymous ftp or the mail server at:
   sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu. 

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 22:37:09 GMT
From: dwl@avalon.watson.ibm.com (David W. Levine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold: Nexus str.? (possible "Mirror Dance" spoilers)

<CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
> Two clones leaving Jackson's Whole (in the midst of bloodshed and
> political chaos) seen mostly by their own people, or by the Duronas (who
> are, effectively, Mark's people now, whether the world knows it or not),
> or by a few people in the employ of Fell. It's going to take some time
> for the Fell-information to spread, and even then, the clones were in
> pretty bad shape, one a cryo-corpse, the other a bloated subject of
> torture. Not easily identifiable as any of the three.  Secondly, they
> were going through Escobar, not Komarr. Their trail would presumably
> disappear there, leaving no connection.  Thirdly, the Winterfair was
> presumably several months after they had returned, given the recovery of
> the three Vorkosigans.
> 
> The biggest problem would be the existence of the Jacksonian brother as
> "Lord Mark Vorkosigan", instead of the Dendarii brother. Why the
> Vorkosigans would have accepted him as the second heir would probably
> keep observers spinning for months to years afterwards. Where does the
> little Admiral come into the family? Given "Admiral Naismith"'s comments
> at the end of _Brothers in Arms_, it might be concluded, at least by the
> Centagendans, that there is some sort of family feud there, that is
> absent in the case of the Jacksonian brotheer.

One can assume that anyone who's trying to do "Galactic" intelligence, is
aware of the Betan attitude towards clones. Whether they correctly assess
Cordelia's influence on Aral (and all things Barrayaran) or not is another
matter.

One key bit of information we're missing in order to figure out how much
energy the rest of the universe spends on figuring out Miles, Barrayar,
etc. is how big the "collective wormhole complex" is. It's bigger than what
we've seen, but by how much. Is The five-ten system complex that most of
Barrayar's energy is spent on 1% of the civilized world or 50? My
impression is that it's a lot closer to 1% than not, but we have no sense
of that. If it's a few percent, any intelligence agency is going to have a
lot more on it's mind than sorting out Admiral Naismith and his
relationship to Miles, Mark and Barrayar.

The Centagandans should have enough info to be pretty clear on what's going
on by now. One interesting question, given how much they must hate the
Admiral by now, is whether knowing that Miles is Lord Miles makes him more
or less at risk? I'd love to see a novel that explained who the
Centagandans are and why they hate Barrayar so much (And why they invaded
in the first place) So maybe that third clone is the perfect person for a
point of view into that... (I'm not sure that even Lois can keep whole a
world that includes three versions of Miles :)

David W. Levine
IBM Thomas J. Watson Research Center
dwl@watson.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 05:34:01 GMT
From: mcdaniel@convex.com (Tim McDaniel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Bujold literary reference?

In Bujold's novella "Borders of Infinity", Miles uses and quotes from a
page of a book.  I don't recall the exact words, but it's something
mystical-sounding about pilgrims going up to a city.  In "Mirror Dance", we
find that he's had the page framed and mounted on the wall.  Is this from
an actual book (in our universe, that is 8-)?  If so, what?

Tim McDaniel
Convex Computer Corporation
Richardson, TX (near Dallas)
mcdaniel@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 12:58:32 GMT
From: Jim_Mann@transarc.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: Glory by Alfred Coppel

Glory  by Alfred Coppel
TOR, $5.99

In the far future, humanity has colonized nearby solar systems. The only
connections between the stars are the Goldenwings, giant starships, pushed
to near-light-speed by tachyons. Few Goldenwings remain, as civilization
has declined everywhere. On of these Goldenwings, the Gloria Coelis (the
Glory), stops at the planet Voerster, which was settled by South Africans
who set up a society based on apartheid. All of this is the background to
Glory, a novel that has overtones of authors as diverse as Poul Anderson,
Gene Wolfe, Samuel Delany, and Cordwainer Smith.

Glory focuses on both the crew of Glory and on several major characters on
Voerster. The characters themselves, as well as the society around them,
are very well done. Coppel has obviously spent a lot of time working out
the interactions of Goldenwing society and technology. Members of the ship
are wired, meaning they have a direct connection to the ship's computer and
thus to each other. The ship's doctor has even wired the ship's cat, and
her reactions are fascinating. Voerster society is equally interesting, as
is its geography and biology.

Much of the plot concentrates on the political situation on Voerster.  The
society is at the point of crisis. It is technologically backward: much of
its technology was destroyed in the aftermath of the revolution that
occurred soon after landfall. The society has a rigid class structure,
based on race, but with element added to the mix: a group of genetically
modified humans (modified a thousand years before, when the planet still
had some level of technology) live on a high plateau, under conditions too
hostile for normal humans. The tensions come to a head due to the plotting
of the Voerster president, who is willing to give his daughter to the
leader of the people on the plateau in exchange for a treaty. (Voerster
society is as sexist as it is racist.) His wife, however, rebels, and makes
her own contact with the Glory. The result is more intrigue, revolution,
and an interesting novel.

Glory is very good. Coppel's prose sparkles, his characters are well drawn,
and societies real. He manages to write a novel that is both a great
adventure story and a novel of real depth and substance. Had I read it a
month ago, it would certainly have made my Hugo ballot.

As a side note, I wound up buying three copies of this book. Somehow I lost
my first paperback on the bus (something that never happened to me before)
so I immediately bought another. Then, yesterday at Borders, I found a
hardback on the remainder table.

Jim Mann
Transarc Corporation			
The Gulf Tower, 707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
(412) 338-4442
jmann@transarc.com
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Date: 11 Apr 94 12:08:18 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--John DeChancie & David Bischoff:Dr. Dimension

John DeChancie & David Bischoff: Dr. Dimension

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

I'm still trying to remember what John DeChancie told me about this
book...whether it was him who provided the ideas and Bischoff who did the
actual writing, or the other way around.  Or both.  Whatever.

Ahem.  Enough name-dropping...except to mention that this, along with _The
Kruton Interface_, was a book that I bought mostly because of DeChancie's
inimitable net-personality(and I'm told he's not that different in real
life), since I didn't care much for _Castle Perilous_ when I read it a few
years ago.

This one clicked a lot better than _Kruton_.  Perhaps because it hadn't
started out as a stage play, perhaps because of Bischoff's participation...

The book is intended as a spoof on old 30's pulp serials.  (If you have any
doubt, the book ends TO BE CONTINUED IN OUR NEXT THRILLING
INSTALLMENT!!!!!)  Not having read many of these, I have to judge it mostly
on its own merits.  It's still pretty funny.

Dr. Demopoulous is a scientist years ahead of his time, with a Groucho
Marx-like wit, a 'big lug' of a lab assistant named Troy Talbot, a
well-endowed assistant named Diane Derry(Warning: Much Sexist Humour
Concerning Feminine Body Parts).  Dr. Vivian Vernon, his rival, and
Geoffrey Wussman, the department head, are out to see his funding
cut...until he actually gets his time-space machine working, and send them
hurtling off into the middle of a war between alien races like the Dharvans
and the Asperans(not to mention the Quaaleuds)...

Not exactly a laugh a minute, especially when they keep trying to advance
the plot, but it will keep you reading.  The Firesign Theatre would
probably do a spendid job of it, although it may be a bit low-key for
them...

_I'm_ waiting for the NEXT THRILLING INSTALLMENT!!!!!

Author:     DeChancie, John
Author:     Bischoff, David
Title:      Dr. Dimension
Publisher:  Penguin/New American Library/Roc
City:       New York
Date:       June 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-451-45252-6
Pages:      284 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US$4.99, Can$5.99

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 22:29:30 GMT
From: palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com (John J. Palmer )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John DeChancie

claiborn@ojnklet.ctron.COM (Christian Longshore Claiborn) wrote:
>tony.trujillo@sound.com (Tony Trujillo) writes:
>>>... but I thought the "Castle Perilous" series is basically unreadable
>>>(except for the first one, which was barely ok).
>
>>Why do you say that? I find it hard to believe since I think John is one
>>of those rare authors who writes believable characters and makes the
>>scenes in the book appear before your eyes. I equate his style of writing
>>one the same level as Roger Zelazny.
>
> I'd like to think that Tony Trujillo is comparing John DeChancie's
> writing to Zelazny's rare moments of genius, but I think it's more likely
> that he's talking about the way-cool "47 Princes in Amber" books.
> 
> The _Castle Perilous_ books, given to me by a well-meaning great-aunt
> with Alzheimers, bring to mind the subtle shading, brilliant dialogue,
> impeccable science and challenging imagery of Doug Bell's "Infinity City"
> books.

I consider myself a discriminating reader of Science Fiction, being a
scientist myself, and find DeChancie's books to be perfectly enjoyable
light reading. Some have been better than others, but what do you want from
escapist fiction? I can relate to your comments about the plethora of
cash-books out there, and I did smile about the "same level as Roger
Zelazny', but I do find the Castle books to be better than most when it
comes to short fantasy. (One that is coming to mind is the Golf-Game-From-
Hell segment from one of the books.) One thing a like about them is the
different threads running through them stemming from the different
charactors and the different worlds. Trouble is, Incarnadine can only
defeat the Ultimate Evil so-many times before it gets too outlandish to put
up with.

John J. Palmer
MDA-SSD M&P
palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 06:55:21 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Charles de Lint:Spiritwalk

Charles de Lint: Spiritwalk

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

Unlike its predecessor, _Moonheart_, _Spiritwalk_ isn't a complete novel
but a short story, a couple of novelettes, and a novella.  I think this
fragmentation works against it.

You see, in _Moonheart_ de Lint managed to bring disparate fantasy elements
together, as he does so well - Celtic and Amerind mythology and magic
(arguably his favourites), in this case.  He also had a sizeable number of
major and minor characters.  He pulled it off because the novel was about
450 pages long.

_Spiritwalk_ is about 400 pages, but "Ghostwood", the novella, is just over
200, and de Lint tries to get an incident on the same scale happening.  He
also tries to bring in all the (surviving) characters from _Moonheart_,
plus a few new ones who were introduced in the novelettes.  The result is
somewhat cluttered and almost utterly lacking in tension.  It doesn't help
that the major villain does very little directly throughout the story, so
that one never gets any real _dread_ of him as one did for the equivalent
in _Moonheart_.

The novelettes, "Ascian In Rose" and "Westlin Wind", introduce an
interesting pair of characters, but don't develop them as well as they
could--that is left for "Ghostwood", where it just adds to the clutter.
And the opening short story, "Merlin Dreams In The Mondream Wood", is nice
but doesn't connect with the rest of the book except peripherally.  If
_all_ the stories had been separate, this wouldn't have bothered me, but
since they weren't, it does.

It may just be that in comparison to _Moonheart_ this is a letdown.  Who
knows what I would have thought had I read it first.  (It would have
spoiled the ending of _Moonheart_ for me, probably.  Authors like to tell
you that you can read a middle book in a series and not have to have read
the earlier ones, but they don't normally mention that this often spoils
the earlier books for you...)

In all, it's not bad, but don't go in with inflated expectations.

Author:     de Lint, Charles
Title:      Spiritwalk
Publisher:  Tor
City:       New York
Date:       May 1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-812-51620-6
Pages:      398 pp.
Series:     Tamson House
Volume:     Book 2
Comments:   Paperback, US$4.99, Can$5.99
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Date: 10 Apr 94 08:27:00 GMT
From: aron.gamman@asacomp.com (Aron Gamman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gap into Conflict

<mpool2@atl.com> (Mary Pool) elucidates:
> I am a BIG Donaldson fan, I got started in science fiction/fantasy
> reading his books. I own every one of his books in hardcover because I
> enjoy his work so much.  I have read the first two books in this series
> and they are very different from his other work.  I am not enjoying the
> series very much, it is too violent and depressing for my taste.

I have to agree. And for a Donaldson fan, that's saying a lot. He's not
exactly a light writer. I loved both of his Thomas Covenant series, and
enjoyed his Mordant's Need books as well. I just can't get into these Gap
novels. I find the world he's creating to be fascinating in its darkness,
but there's no one in the novels to really attach to and care about. Morn
seems to be the perpetual victim, ignoring Donaldson's games trying to play
role reversal every couple chapters. She's the only even slightly
sympathetic character besides her son.

I read the first three Gap novels, and I think I've basically given up on
the series. It gets a little in the 3rd novel, _A Dark and Hungry God
Arises_, but not a lot.

Aron Gamman
Columbus, Ohio
aron.gamman@asacomp.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 22:32:28 GMT
From: CFB103@psuvm.psu.edu (cfb103)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Farren

Farren seemed to have quite an imagination and a talent for writing
interesting characters, but unfortunately his writing wasn't quite as up to
speed. _The Armageddon Crazy_ is a prime example.  Haven't heard a peep out
of him since...oh, _Necrom_, I think. Pity, he had potential.

Josh Munn

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 19:49:17 GMT
From: gleason@mwk.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Farren

bu1mw@sunc.sheffield.ac.uk (M Wright) writes:
> What I wonder is does anyone have a full listing of Farren's books?
> 
> I know he released Phaid differently in UK and USA, split into 2 books,
> and he re released CORPSE under a different title in the US, but I bought
> a copy and find that he has re-written it, same story, different words!
> 
> Does anyone know what else he has done?

He wrote some stories for some underground comix in the early 70s.

Lee K. Gleason N5ZMR
Control-G Consultants
gleason@mwk.com
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 19 Apr 94 08:37:26 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mailer problems

   There is apparently something wrong with the mailer in use on this
system.  For several years now, we've known that there was a minor problem
where digests would get "stuck" in the queue and remain undelivered until
the machine was rebooted.  This would often cause some people to receive
two copies of those issues and some would not receive issues at all.  
   I've reported this problem to the people supporting the mailer and I
hope to have a resolution to this as soon as work on the mailer can be
scheduled.  In the meantime, please bear with us.  A short, polite note to
postmaster@rutgers.edu might not hurt if you are one of those people who
consistently miss issues or get them more than 48 hours after they are sent
out.
   Because people are not seeing all of the issues, I have repeated this
message in the last several digests so that hopefully all of the readers
affected will know that I am aware of the problem and trying to resolve it.
In the meantime, if you miss issues of the Digest, you should be able to
retrieve missing issues from the SF-Lovers archives at gandalf.rutgers.edu
either via anonymous ftp or the mail server at:
   sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu. 

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu
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Date: 8 Apr 94 21:41:18 GMT
From: snyderjd@ucsu.colorado.edu (SNYDER  JOHN DAVID)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "When HARLIE Was One" by Gerrold

Version 2.0 is more technically accurate. For example, in the original, all
computer output is hardcopy. I read the original many times before the
rewrite came out, so I've kind of imprinted on the first effort. Both are
excellent. Have you read _Space Skimmer_? _Deathbeast_? _The Man Who Folded
Himself_? _Yesterday's Children_ (much better than the rewritten _Voyage Of
The Star Wolf_)?

It seems obvious that Gerrold is trying to come up with his own version of
future history, a la Heinlein and Asimov. The Gerroldverse promises to be
engrossing and rewarding...

John Snyder
University of Colorado at Boulder
snyderjd@ucsu.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 12:09:01 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Terence M. Green:Children of The Rainbow

Terence M. Green: Children of The Rainbow

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

On the back, this was touted as one of the Great Time Travel Novels.  So,
with this expectation in mind, I was somewhat disappointed...

In the late 21st Century, a New Inca priest has discovered a means to send
people backward in time by 100 years exactly, and retrieve them(as long as
they're on or near either the Tropic of Cancer or of Capricorn).  Fletcher
Christian IV, direct descendant of the Bounty mutineer and internationally-
known scientist, decides to go back to Pitcairn Island, former home of his
illustrious forebear.

However, a French nuclear test in the Pacific throws Christian's jaunt
awry, and instead he ends up in chains on the Norfolk Island prison colony
in 1835, while Bran Michael Dalton, the prisoner he replaced, ends up on
Pitcairn in 1972.

Christian eventually manages to convince Major Anderson, the commander of
the colony, that he is from the future, and Bran adjusts easily to life in
the 20th Century.  The former plotline is the most interesting one in the
book; the Christian/Anderson conversations are intriguing.  The rest of the
book, up to the oddly unsatisfying ending, in which all is not put back as
it was, is lightweight, but not precisely _humourous_.  Just...lacking in
conflict, or complication.

Oh, yeah, I guess there is some tension in the Greenpeace III subplot,
which involves a Greenpeace boat attempting to force the French to stop
their nuclear tests.  But this is apparently fact, not fiction, and doesn't
impinge on the rest of the book except for the way the nuclear blasts
themselves muck up time travel.

So, in all, mildly interesting but ultimately unsatisfying.  The Christian
plot, by itself, might have made an interesting novella.

Author:     Green, Terence M.
Title:      Children of The Rainbow
Publisher:  McClelland & Stewart
City:       Toronto
Date:       Copyright 1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-7710-3550-0
Pages:      266 pp.
Comments:   Trade Paperback
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Date: 13 Apr 94 00:20:54 GMT
From: marshall@seas.gwu.edu (Christopher Marshall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Haldeman's "Buying Time" was Re: Haldeman's "Forever War"

In addition to the life extension technology, I found his description of
the solar system populated by Man very interesting as well.  We may see the
beginnings of this in our lifetimes and before reading Haldeman, I had
never seen a convincing description of what it would be like.  Ever since
then, I have been looking for other stories that focus on the colonization
of the solar system.  I'm hooked on the idea.

Chris Marshall
marshall@seas.gwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 12:42:16 GMT
From: barring@cs.umass.edu (David Mix Barrington)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Harrison: Transatlantic Tunnel (was Re: Stainless Steel Rat query)

poc@usb.ve writes:
>Does anyone else think "A Transatlantic Tunnel, Hurrah!", is easily
>Harrison's best novel? It's also one of the best alternative-history
>novels I've ever read.

I've not read it in many years, and that was in an _Analog_ serialization,
but I recall that Harrison's research into the actual American Revolution
was terrible.  He did not explain how Washington happened to have children
in this timeline when he didn't (at least publicly) in ours.  I _believe_
he asserted that Washington, and perhaps even Cornwallis, were at the
battle of Lexington and Concord (neither were in our timeline, and it's
hard to imagine a plausible scenario to put either there).  Any of the AH
experts out there remember better?

As I recall, the alternate history aspects weren't that important - all I
remember is that British North America was much less populous and that the
Native Americans had fared far better.  For a good alternate history with
the American Revolution failing, see _For Want of a Nail_ by Richard Sobel
(sp?), where dissident American Revolutionaries flee to Texas and
eventually conquer Mexico, expanding it to include all of the current
American West.  British North America follows a roughly Canada-like path to
de facto independence, and with its size and economic strength is far more
important than Britain in the 20th century.  (I think they were far nicer
to the natives than the USA was, but the natives were not terribly
important demographically by the 20th century).

I think Harrison is best as a comedian.  My favorites are _Technicolor
Time Machine_ (Hollywood producers plan to film the Viking exploration of
North America), _Bill, the Galactic Hero_ (a parody of Heinlein's _Starship
Troopers_, not to be confused with a recent series of shared-world
sequels), and _Star Smashers of the Galaxy Rangers_ (a parody of Doc Smith
and John W. Campbell (as a novelist under his own name)).

Dave MB

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 12:36:50 GMT
From: atp@christa.unh.edu (Andrew T Piskorski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat query

mstemper@empros.com (Michael Stemper) writes:
>Michael Lerner (as232@cleveland.Freenet.Edu) wrote:
>
>The internal chronology is as follows:
>
>A SSR is Born
>The SSR Gets Drafted
>The SSR
>The SSR's Revenge
>The SSR Saves the World
>The SSR Wants You!
>The SSR For President
>
>However, the first two in this list were written much later than the next
>three. I consider them inferior, but not bad. 

You must be joking.  I was happy to see the author's (forget his name at
the moment) writing ability improve - the original Stainless Steel Rats
were shallow, repetitive stories, while the two more recent ones were
decent, where Jim becomes at least something other than a flat cardboard
prop.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 23:17:54 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Book Review - Tigana

>This (and also the "emotional distance" thing) is largely a result of the
>_type_ of story Kay is telling in each case, and the type of story in turn
>is dependent upon the people involved. The people of Arbonne are a much
>more structured sort of people than the people of the Palm in _Tigana._
>(Which ties in with the historical character of the places upon which the
>books are based, IMHO, but I'll refrain from making historical comments
>lest Craig Levin start flaming me again...). Everything is much more
>ritualized - the romances tend to follow the forms of "courtly love" that

So essentially the problem is that Arbonne is a more boring place than
Tigana. I think you're right. I only hope that Kay is now sojourning in a
land that inspires exciting stories.
				     
>were drilled into my head when I studied mediaeval lit. freshman year -
>there's a whole lot of peotry, and noble virtue, and pining for one's true
>love, but not much actual sex.

I never did like all that "courtly love" stuff. Maybe that's part of the
problem I have with Arbonne.  

>>Sure, things "happen" - there's plot action. But what tragedy is there in
>>SONG for ARBONNE? Is there anything that remotely compares to Dianora's
>>fate in TIGANA?
>
>I can count on the fingers of one hand the scenes in SF literature which
>compare favorably to Dianora's fate in _Tigana_ (using SF in the broader,
>if contoversial sense of including fantasy...). If I include "mainstream"
>books, I might have to use both hands.

True, true.  Arbonne suffers by comparison with Tigana. If I hadn't read
Tigana, I might have given praise more freely to Arbonne. Darn it, I want
him to do another one like Tigana...

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 05:38:04 GMT
From: bansidhe@bga.com (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Patricia Kennealy series - new one out?

The new book is entitled _The Oak Above the Kings_.  Word from Patricia and
the publisher is that it will be out within the month.  And although after
the Arthurian trilogy three more trilogies are planned, there will also be
a couple of "one-offs" that may well happen before the next trilogy is
begun.

For the record: the first trilogy was about Aeron Aoibhell; the second is
Arthur; the third will be Gwydion Penarvon and Aeron Aoibhell; the fourth,
Brendan and the Keltic exodus.  A new trilogy is planned, and will include
Queen Aoife (Aeron's great-grandmother) as a young woman.  The one-offs
will be about the journey to Keltia and about Athyn, a Keltic Queen who has
been mentioned in previous books.

There will also no longer be such a long hiatus between books.  :)

Susan

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 22:32:09 GMT
From: GORDONVD@ctrvax.vanderbilt.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kress' _Beggers_ and Rand's _Atlas Shrugged_

   Having just finished re-skimmin Ayn Rand's _Atlas Shrugged_ before I
read Nancy Kress' novel _Beggers in Spain_, I was struck by the close
parallels between the two books.  _Atlas Shrugged_ is a work of philosophy
(with which I happen to disagree, but that's not the issue) thinly
disguised as a novel.  _Beggers_ is a novel containing a great deal of
philosophy.  It seemed to me that Nancy Kress was refuting many of Ayn
Rand's arguments point by point throughout her book, especially in her
comments on the meaning of community and the worth and responsibility of
the individual in that community.  Much of what Kress developed in her
novel seemed to me to directly contradict Rand's strict quid-pro-quo and
"anti-looting" philosophy.

   I don't have time to go into further details, but those of you who have
read _Atlas Shrugged_ will hopefully recognize what I mean.  Did anyone
else see this?  If so, what do you think of this?  Also, does anyone know
whether this may have been deliberate on Kress' part?

Thanks.

Vernita Gordon
GORDONVD@ctrvax.vanderbilt.edu
gordonvd@necs.vanderbilt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 02:49:39 GMT
From: GORDONVD@ctrvax.vanderbilt.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kress' _Beggers_ and Rand's _Atlas Shrugged_

lofstrom@Hawaii.Edu writes:
> I didn't read _Beggars in Spain_ as a refutation of Rand, but rather as a
> response to some varieties of libertarianism.

   It can surely be taken as a refutation to some libertarian philosophies.
However, I've read issues of "The Freeman", a libertarian magazine (before
anyone flames, I didn't say that I _agreed_ with it, just that I had read
it), and a lot of the philosophy in there seemed very similar to Rand's
ideas.  So if Kress is refuting those ideas which libertarianism holds in
common with Rand, then de facto, she is refuting Rand as well.

> It's been a while since I read any Rand, so perhaps I'm missing some
> clues here.

Admittedly, the fact that I read Kress immediately following Rand may be
making me see things that aren't there.  However, the main character begins
with a Yagiast (I know that's spelled wrong, but you'll remember what I
mean) outlook which is very similar to John Galt's et al. philosophy in
_Atlas_, and gradually transforms it over the course of the novel.  The
insights we get into her thought process and some of her (and others')
conversations often mirror what I was thinking as I read Rand's work.

>Of course, if Kress had told someone, "I'm writing a novel of ideas to
>refute Rand," that would be proof too.

Yes, it would.  Of course, even if she didn't intend to refute Rand that
wouldn't mean that she didn't do so.
 
>Also, I don't know if it's a novel of ideas because that's what Kress
>planned, or whether the comparative weakness of the plot and characters
>foregrounded the ideas.

I actually found the characters and plot fairly strong. I agree that the
ideas were stronger than the other elements, though.

Vernita Gordon
GORDONVD@ctrvax.vanderbilt.edu
gordonvd@necs.vanderbilt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 09:17:45 GMT
From: fraserdk@dcs.gla.ac.uk (David K Fraser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Lawhead

ssaunder@FOX.NSTN.NS.CA ("Steve Saunders & Bev Richardson") writes:
>I read some while back on the net a blurb on Stephen Lawhead's Merlin,
>Taliesin, and Arthur books. The person said they were unusual. Are they
>good? Should I get them?

IMHO, they are very good. I haven't read much Arthurian fantasy, so I can't
compare them to that, but the books came over as being fairly gritty and
realistic.

There's also some stuff about Atlantis, especially in the first book. This
is nowhere near as bad as it sounds, honest :-).

Unusual? I suppose the poster is referring to the religious content. It is
extremely unusual to read a well-written novel by a born-again Christian: I
can only think of half a dozen other examples off the top of my head.
Lawhead doesn't bash you over the head with his religion: it only barely
enters into the first book, and although it gets more time in the later
books, it only adds a bit of interest to the proceedings - Merlin is
portrayed as being like an Old Testemant prophet, seeing visions and
performing the occasional minor miracle. It works quite well, actually.
Lawhead has written a number of other books, most of them fantasy. A quick
list:

The Dragon King Trilogy 

Sorry, But I can't remember any of the titles of this series (shows how
little impression it made on me, I guess :-). I would classify it as
"Badly-written Evangelical Christian Fantasy".

Empyrion

Also published as two books, "The Search for Fierra" and "The Seige Of
Dome".  Pretty mediocre, but better than the Dragon King trilogy...

Dream Thief

Unfortunately, I've not had a chance to read this yet.

The Pendragon Cycle

   Taliesin
   Merlin
   Arthur

The Song Of Albion

   The Paradise War
   The Silver Hand
   The Endless Knot

Great stuff, Celtic fantasy with a bite. Lawhead's books are visibly
improving from volume to volume. Really, really recommended.
 
David F.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 00:05:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stephen Lawhead

ssaunder@FOX.NSTN.NS.CA ("Steve Saunders & Bev Richardson") writes:
>I read some while back on the net a blurb on Stephen Lawhead's Merlin,
>Taliesin, and Arthur books. The person said they were unusual. Are they
>good? Should I get them?

They come in this order,

Taliesin
Merlin
Arthur

I could say they get (slightly) worse as the series progresses, but that is
meant as high praise for _Taliesin_, not to disparage _Arthur_, which is
quite good but not as good as the first two.

It is pretty unusual in the beginning, but by the time you get to _Arthur_
it is following the traditional plotline pretty closely.  _Taliesin_ begins
with the parallel stories of a girl in Atlantis and a man in Britain, many
generations before Arthur's time, and ends with Merlin a small child.
_Merlin_ is, not surprisingly, mainly about Merlin.  This story covers
several ordinary human lifetimes as Merlin is a long-lived sort of fellow.

jim.henry@ftl.mese.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Lawhead & May (2 msgs) & McAuley & Morris &
                    Niven (2 msgs) & Pohl & Resnick (3 msgs) &
                    Kim Stanley Robinson (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 02:43:38 GMT
From: nhendrix@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Nathan Hendrix)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Lawhead

David K Fraser <fraserdk@dcs.gla.ac.uk> wrote:
>The Dragon King Trilogy 
>
>Sorry, But I can't remember any of the titles of this series

   Let's see.._In the Hall of the Dragon King_ (not TOO bad), _The Warlords
of Nin_(sp?) (best of the three), plus another one whose title escapes me
at this moment (It's something like The Sword and the (Spear?))  (not a
great finish to the series)

>(shows how little impression it made on me, I guess :-). I would classify
>it as "Badly-written Evangelical Christian Fantasy".

   Nailed that one, although some of the battle scenes weren't
bad, especially in _The Warlords of Nin_.

>Empyrion
>
>Also published as two books, "The Search for Fierra" and "The Seige Of
>Dome".  Pretty mediocre, but better than the Dragon King trilogy...

   Haven't read this. Is it worth getting?

   Is _The Endless Knot_ out yet? (If it says in _The Silver Hand_ when
_The Endless Knot_ is coming out, my apologies...I haven't been able to get
the second book yet..$$$ you know..:) And I second everything you said.

Nathan D. Hendrix

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 07:47:16 GMT
From: gkim@cs.arizona.edu (Gene Kim)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Diamond Mask -- some first impressions

   I bought _Diamond Mask_ by Julian May today.  It was the last copy
remaining in the bookstore, so I impulsively bought it.  (As I did with the
_Jack the Bodiless_ book when it first came out in hardcover...  These
purchases are tough on the finanaces of graduate students! :-)

   My impression?  Is it just me, or does anyone else think that May's
writing style and plots are becoming increasingly simplistic?  I found that
the prose in the _Metaconcert_/_Intervention_ books was more complex and
satisfying to read.

   Granted, I'm only on page 60, but I'm not enjoying this book nearly as
much as any of her previous works.  I have a horrible feeling that the end
of this trilogy (and thereby, the entire Milieu universe) may prove a bit
disappointing.  What a pity, because I really liked her Pliocene Exile
series, and loved the Intervention books.

   Any other impressions on this book?

Gene

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 20:38:28 GMT
From: mcge0006@gold.tc.umn.edu (Jennifer J McGee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Diamond Mask -- some first impressions

   Her writing style is still fine with me, but yes, the plots have
definitely become more...well, shallow, and a bit predictable.  Perhaps
this is because we already know so much about the Rebellion that we're not
surprised by much?  I don't know.  But I miss the rich and many-textured
threading of the plots in the Pliocene Saga.
   Still, I enjoyed _DM_.  The Fury mystery is still intriguing to me (I'm
still not convinced it is who it seems to be - at least, I refuse to be
convinced), and I'm finding the details of Marc's slide into rebellion
interesting.  Still, it seems odd that the Pliocene was in some ways a
set-up for the Milieu trilogy.  That feels like having the pheasant under
glass prepare you for an appetizer...

Jen McGee
mcge0006@gold.tc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 10:12:31 GMT
From: ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk ("David Langford")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Paul J. McAuley Impostor Alert

Editors and others are advised to be extremely sceptical of any submission
claiming to be from Paul J. McAuley (or from someone using this name as a
pseudonym) with a return address in Canterbury, England. Paul lives in
Fife, Scotland and is deeply annoyed. This is not merely a coincidence of
names: the person in Canterbury is trying to lay claim to at least one of
Paul's best-known stories. Lawyers' letters are currently being exchanged.

(Paul's books are FOUR HUNDRED BILLION STARS, SECRET HARMONIES, ETERNAL
LIGHT, PASQUALE'S ANGEL [just out] and THE KING OF THE HILL [shorts].)

David Langford
ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 01:26:10 GMT
From: aland@netcom.com (Alan Deikman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Any Janet Morris Fans ?

Robyn Goldstein (hawk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu) wrote:
>I'm not sure if I can totally answer why they're out of print, but I do
>remember reading a few years ago something with Janet Morris and she was
>saying that when she first put out the Silistra series, she was told (by
>booksellers, etc. - not her publishers) that the story was filth and
>should not be sold.  There might have been enough booksellers that didn't
>want to carry her books, that it wasn't worth keeping it in print.  If her
>Dream Dancer series (I've never read that one) is anything like her
>Silistra series,

The Dream Dancer trilogy had a number of flaws, but despite that it was
extremely captivating.  It did not have anywhere near the S&M content that
Silistra was based on.  You can usually find them in used bookstores but
nowhere in current print.

The reason I was interested in Morris is that 1) she understands modern
science better than most authors, 2) she is capable of making and
sustaining her own styles and variations of English that are credible, and
3) she doesn't just flirt with conventions, she just blows them out of the
water.

I was aware of the other books, but thanks for the reference.  Now I know I
didn't miss anything.

Alan Deikman
alan@znyx.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 20:50:37 GMT
From: terman@rossi.astro.nwu.edu (James Terman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review of CRASHLANDER by Larry Niven

Review of CRASHLANDER by Larry Niven

The first Larry Niven book I ever read was RINGWORLD, and my reading habits
have never been the same since. Up until that point, my SF reading was
strictly limited to Star Trek and Heinlein juveniles. After reading
RINGWORLD, I was really inspired to search out other SF books in hopes of
getting that same sense of wonder. I mention this because I feel that
whatever you might think of Larry Niven as a writer, he often succeeded in
inspiring that sense of wonder that I think many of us read SF for. Good
writing doesn't hurt, but it is surprising how often it is not necessarily
that important.

CRASHLANDER collects all the Known Space stories involving Beowulf
Shaeffer previously published plus a new one written for this collection.
These stories, especially AT THE CORE, FLATLANDER and THE BORDERLAND OF
SOL, show Niven at his best in the grand hard SF tradition of revealing the
wonder of the unknown. Arthur C. Clarke, of course, is the master of this
(sans Gentry Lee :-), but as an avid reader of Niven in high school, I
cannot deny Niven his due too. I neglect NEUTRON STAR in this list as it
was hopelessly out of date when I read it ruining the story for me. I will
touch more on this point later in the review.

CRASHLANDER also includes a completely new Beowulf Shaeffer (the first in
almost 20 years!) which is linked by introductory text to each of the old
stories. The linking text is almost the most interesting part of the book
as it allows Niven to tie up loose ends (such as what happened after
Beowulf and the Elephant got back from Cueball, the anti-matter planet) and
to apologize for all the scientific inaccuracies he has made in the
stories. Most of these inaccuracies occurred simply due to the fact that
the science he based the stories has been superseded with the passage of
time. This is an occupational hazard for hard SF writers which, ironically
enough, plagued Niven on his first professional sale. He had written a
story that involved a lifeform based on Helium II which only exists at
extremely low temperatures. The twist of the story was that it took place
on Mercury's dark side. This was plausible back in the days when people
thought that Mercury only kept one side to the Sun.  Between the time the
story was accepted (by Poul Anderson, no less) and published, astronomers
determined that Mercury did rotate! Since it was Niven's first professional
sale, they took pity on him and published it anyway.  But it does
illustrate the hazards of using real science instead of making it up as you
go along.

The contrast between the new Beowulf Shaeffer story and the old ones does
show a clear evolution in Niven's writing. Frankly, I do not think this
evolution is positive. I think his early writing was spare, but this
allowed the wonder of the worlds he created to come through. Recently, he
seems to be experimenting with more complex prose styles and
characterization. If he was up to this as a writer, I would think this
would be fine. However, I feel all he does is obscure the world building
that was the best part of his early work.  Hard science fiction writers
should not be ashamed of a clear and simple prose style if they put
sufficient effort into world building. In fact, it could perhaps be a
deemed a requirement.  Gregory Benford, who is probably the most skillful
hard SF writer today, used a Joycean stream of conscious style which
sometimes was effective in building an atmosphere but most of the time I
just found distracting. Recently, his prose style has settled down, and I
think his works are the better for it.

Still, for the Niven completionist, CRASHLANDER is a must buy. With the new
story and linking text, CRASHLANDER is about one third new material and
does clear up lingering questions about the old stories. This might also be
a good introduction to Niven for the reader who has heard about Niven but
has not read any of him (although RINGWORLD is probably better).

Although not by Niven, a good warm-up to Niven's upcoming third Ringworld
novel is THE GUIDE TO LARRY NIVEN'S RINGWORLD by Kevin Stein. This book is
not extremely well organized and thus falls short of a must buy. However,
it does contain new info no doubt to be covered in the third Ringworld
novel. Check it out.

Author:     Niven, Larry
Title:      Crashlander
Publisher:  Ballantine
City:       New York, NY
Date:       April, 1994
Order Info: ISBN 0-345-38168-8
Pages:      281 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US $4.99, Can $5.99

Author:     Stein, Kevin
Title:      The Guide to Larry Niven's Ringworld
Publisher:  Baen
City:       Riverdale, NY
Date:       February, 1994
Order Info: ISBN 0-671-72205-0
Pages:      188 pp.
Comments:   Softcover, US $14.00, Can $18.00
Comments:   Hardback, US $20.00

James L. Terman
terman@holmes.astro.nwu.edu
terman@ossenu.astro.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 14:51:09 GMT
From: gacohen@seas.gwu.edu (Geoff A. Cohen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ringworld Sequel #2?

Ricardo Guerra <rguerra@elaine7.stanford.edu> wrote:
>I recently saw a sourcebook detailing the history of Niven's Known Space
>and in particular, RingWorld.  There is a timeline that details events
>chronicled from "early" Known Space through both expeditions to Ringworld
>and ends with a THIRD expedition by Son-of-Chmee and an ex-ARM agent named
>Quinn.  Pardon me if this is a FAQ, but has there been a third Ringworld
>novel published or about to be. 

Niven had said (reportedly) a number of times that since Ringworld was so
large and complex, a true sequel (after _Engineers_) would have to be
interactive.

Years go by.  Enter Tsunami, a software company.  In 1993, they released,
with Niven's blessing but apparently not his help, _Ringworld: Revenge of
the Patriarch_, an 'interactive' game taking place on Ringworld.

You play Quinn, the aforementioned ex-ARM agent, and together with
Son-of-Chmee and a random female technician, attempt to stop the Kzinti
Patriarch from slaughtering the Puppeteers or somesuch nonsense.

The game has no redeeming value either as entertainment or as Ringworld
interest.  It is interactive only in the sense that you control the speed
of the story by how fast you click the mouse.  It consists mostly of
rehashed ideas from the previous two novels.

The single plus is that the box came with a copy of the original novel.

Geoff Cohen
The Kaspelheim Project

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 21:47:23 GMT
From: andy@atsf.demon.co.uk (Andy Finney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Heechee saga ... 4th book?

Did Fred Pohl ever write a 4th Heechee book ... the one where they get out
of their black hole to confront the final foe ... or something?  I will be
denied full medical until I know!

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 17:51:30 GMT
From: sbanks@neosoft.com (Stephen Banks)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Resnick

Anyone been following Mike Resnick's new stuff? He's on a decidedly
"Africa" motif. Paralleling the destruction of their society after their
"colonilization" w/ that of alien societies. Great stuff.. if you can
disregard the "learning" value.

Stephen Banks
sbanks@neosoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 02:17:44 GMT
From: graham@bradbury.ee.washington.edu ( Steve Graham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Resnick

Resnick's "Africa" science fiction is starting to annoy me. It's well
written. But the mapping is so close to history. When I read _Paradise_,
the parallels to Zimbabwe leaped out and hammered me on the head.  I
_already_ know the history of Zimbabwe, I don't need it retold to me as
fiction.

Stephen Graham
graham@ee.washington.edu
graham@cs.washington.edu
uw-beaver!june!graham

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 00:15:22 GMT
From: graham@bradbury.ee.washington.edu ( Steve Graham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Resnick

kasprj@rpi.edu writes:
>graham@bradbury.ee.washington.edu ( Steve Graham) writes:
>> Resnick's "Africa" science fiction is starting to annoy me. It's well
>> written. But the mapping is so close to history. When I read _Paradise_,
>> the parallels to Zimbabwe leaped out and hammered me on the head.  I
>> _already_ know the history of Zimbabwe, I don't need it retold to me as
>> fiction.
>
> At the risk of getting nailed by the cliche cops, great artists don't
>borrow ideas, they steal them. Resnick is hardly alone in basing the plots
>for his stories on actual historical events. I can understand why this
>would turn you off, but there are probably far more people out there who
>do enjoy this sort of thing (else Resnick's Kirinyaga books wouldn't
>sell).

A basis in history I can understand. The parallels can be interesting, and
I've enjoyed the Kirinyaga stories.

But _Paradise_ takes it to the extreme. Every single event (it seems) is
drawn directly from Zimbabwe. Granted, most people don't know its history.
But the later events are drawn from the late seventies and early eighties,
not all that long ago. When you're able to predict exactly who main
characters will be, it's disappointing. I'd hope for better from a writer
as good as Resnick.

>Also, keep in mind that there are a great number of readers who _don't_
>know the history of Zimbabwe. This means that the stories are going to be
>fresh to them, and maybe, just maybe, it will prompt a few of those people
>to go out and learn more of the actual history on which the stories are
>based, which I tend to see as a Good Thing.

Unfortunately, this would require more acknowledgement of the source than
is given. So this hope may backfire as well.

Stephen Graham
graham@ee.washington.edu
graham@cs.washington.edu
uw-beaver!june!graham

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 21:38:09 GMT
From: lbm@avs.com (Linda B. Merims)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Green Mars

Is there a discussion of K. S. Robinson's _Green Mars_ going on somewhere
on the Internet?  I havn't seen anything about it here except the few
messages about whether it really existed in hardcover.

Point and I shall go.

Linda B. Merims
Waltham, MA

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 20:35:21 GMT
From: lofstrom@hawaii.edu (Karen Lofstrom)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Green Mars

Linda B. Merims (lbm@avs.com) wrote:
>Is there a discussion of K. S. Robinson's _Green Mars_ going on somewhere
>on the Internet?

Not that I know.  You can talk about it with me, however :)

I read it in one day, staying up late late late to finish it.  I liked it.
I did find myself getting confused by the multiplicity of characters and
the Martian landscape.  The book might do better as a multimedia text, with
images of the relevant Mars map and fantastic landscape next to each page
of text.

I'm a member and officer of the Hawaii Green Party, though soon to step
back from the fray for a while.  Stan (Kim Stanley Robinson, that is) has
an amazing grasp of the kinds of arguments and political machinations that
go on in groups dedicated to political change.  Since his perspective seems
to be fairly Green, I asked him on GEnie, where he maintains a sporadic
online presence, whether or not he was actively involved in Green politics.
He says that he's registered Green in California, but doesn't do anything,
being busy with his writing and with the mini-politics of the co-housing
(sorta) subdivision where he lives.

As an exercise in polical and scientific prognostication, _Green Mars_ is a
great book (if a bit idealistic and simplistic in places).  As a novel, I
don't think it works as well as some of his others.

Karen Lofstrom
lofstrom@uhunix.uhcc.Hawaii.edu

------------------------------
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	    Books - Kim Stanley Robinson (3 msgs) & Rocklynne &
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 03:28:49 GMT
From: jlr@world.std.com (John L Redford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Green Mars

lbm@avs.com (Linda B. Merims) writes:
>Is there a discussion of K. S. Robinson's _Green Mars_ going on somewhere
>on the Internet?

Consider it started!  Perhaps people are put off by its thickness and the
cost of a hardcover.  Don't be.  I say this in all seriousness - this is
the sort of book that the genre of SF was invented for.  In what other
genre could you mix arctic biology, mega-engineering, and anarchist
economics?  A mainstream novel would be too constrained by time and place
to talk about the tremendous range of topics that Robinson manages to work
in, and a fantasy would be too unconstrained by plausibilty.  In SF,
though, Robinson can talk about a real place, Mars, and a possibly real
project, its terraforming, and have the scope for his clearly vast range of
interests and the grounding in reality to keep our interest.  After thirty
years of reading SF, it gladdens my heart to see this level of work still
being done.

Enough babbling.  There is a downside of this book compared to its
predecessor "Red Mars", and that is that Robinson concentrates on less
interesting characters from the First Hundred, Sax Russell and Maya
Toitovna.  Sax (whose full name we discover is Saxifrage, "Rock-breaker", a
fine name for a terraformer) is a caricature of the emotion-less scientist.
Robinson tries to grow him a bit by having him mingle with ordinary folk
and even have an affair, but the changes seem small.  I would have much
rather spent more time with his nemesis, Ann Clayborne, areologist and
leader of the Red faction.  We see a little of her and they do have some
good arguments (in fact, their conflict is at the core of the series and at
the core of what science is about), but Ann seems much more vital than Sax.

The other main protagonist is Maya Toitovna, a passionate Russian.  She is
subject to wild mood swings and broods on the loss of her beauty.  So what.
Again, I would rather have spent more time with her counterpart, Nadia, who
is a sensible habitat builder with an affection for bulldozers.  Maya does
get see a lot of what urban Martian culture in the 22nd century looks like,
though.

Two interesting new characters are introduced, Nirgal and Art Randolph.
Nirgal is a third-generation Martian, and is starting to show real
divergences from Earth stock.  Randolph is a bear-like engineer who is sent
to Mars by the powerful but New Agey metanational corporation Praxis.  He
is supposed to contact the Martian underground with a view to co-opting
them to Praxis's ends, but his real sympathies remain unclear.  I'm looking
forward to finding out more about all of them in "Blue Mars".

John Redford
jlr@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 20:23:42 GMT
From: kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Green Mars (spoilers)

>As an exercise in polical and scientific prognostication, _Green Mars_ is
>a great book (if a bit idealistic and simplistic in places).  As a novel,
>I don't think it works as well as some of his others.

That was my feeling too. Whereas _Red Mars_ was compelling as scientific
extrapolation, as future history AND as a story, _Green Mars_ doesn't have
the narrative tension to keep all its discussions into areology from
weighing it down. I thought what it really lacked was a sense of risk - you
have all these powerful corporations with their private armies, and they
KNOW the resistance is out there, and they have DECADES to do something
about it... and they don't. Or rather, they only do large-scale things like
occupy territory and tighten travel restrictions, which anyone with a sense
of history should know have no chance of being effective against a
grass-roots movement with guerilla allies. The only people who do come up
with the obvious way of dealing with the problem of the resistance -
infiltration, turn out to be good guys.

I still think KSR is one of the great fiction writers of our time, and I
did more or less enjoy _Green Mars_ - but after _Red Mars_, what a
let-down!

>The book might do better as a multimedia text, with images of the relevant
>Mars map and fantastic landscape next to each page of text.

Now there's a VERY interesting notion. The single biggest problem I had
with both books was keeping track of where things were happening and which
cities and settlements were close to which. Why don't you suggest this to
him on GEnie (don't have access myself) and see what he says?

Justine

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 16:58:09 GMT
From: young@epas.utoronto.ca (Abigail Ann Young)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Red Mars

I've just finished this book and am interested to know what others thought
of it. I found it very slow getting started but that it gained in interest
as I went on. It seemed quite profoundly dystopian to me so I was surprised
that I liked it (since I usually don't like either dystopian or utopian
visions of the future). My only two criticisms of it as a novel (I don't
know enough to criticise it as science) were: first, that I don't think the
author (is Kim Stanley Robinson a man or a woman? I suppose it depends on
whether the 'Stanley' is a forename or a surname...) is very good at
depicting human relationships and second, that I thought the author really
didn't understand very well how religion (not just Christianity) worked.

I found some of the relationships just didn't work, for example, the
Maia-John-Frank triangle. I realise that most of his characters are stock
ones and many of their interrelationships also stock: maybe it just seemed
dissonant because the novel was so well crafted in so many other ways.

Anyway, what did other people think?

And what about Green Mars? Is it a sequel, i.e., same characters carrying
on more or less directly from the end of Red Mars, or is it set in a quite
different time?

Dr. Abigail Ann Young
Records of Early English Drama
Victoria College
University of Toronto
young@epas.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 23:17:09 GMT
From: rivina@dorsai.org (Richard V. `The Rivina` Nawrocki)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ross Rocklynne's "Backfire" -- prophecy or retro-fit?

** NOTE: This article contains a brief excerpt from Ross Rocklynne's
         short story "Backfire."  Aside from a tangential comparison
         between one of the protagonists and a major historical figure,
         no details about the story's plot are given away.

I've been grazing through an old science-fiction anthology here at the
apartment where I'm on a sort of extended visit (Editor Groff Conklin's
_Omnibus of Science Fiction,_ Crown Publishers, New York, 1953 - pretty
neat, so far!) , and yesterday I read the short story "Backfire," by Ross
Rocklynne.

Recognizing this as a name from the 1930's pre-Campbell era, I checked the
acknowledgements section to see if the story was indeed that old (some in
this anthology are), but alas, no dice: "Copyright 1943, by Street and
Smith Publications, Inc., reprinted by permission of Scott Meredith from
_Astounding Science Fiction,_ January, 1943."

Well, I read it just the same, and, bearing in mind that these words were
presumably written no later than 1942, I was astonished to see the
following exchange:

"... What is it about my voice that gets 'em?  Must be the same thing that
Hitler had.  Hitler was a dictator," he explained, but Bruce nodded.  "He
was going strong when I was spirited away."  He scowled in memory.
"Whatever happened to him, anyway?"
   "He supposedly committed suicide," said Bruce.  "He was defeated in the
spring of 1945."
   Greeley sighed.  "He was a good organizer, too." . . .

Whoa!  Whoa!  If I recall my history lessons rightly, that really *did*
happen, to a T!  So, does anybody out there know for sure, or can they find
out much more easily than I can: Is this passage exactly as it appeared
when it was first printed, more than two years before V-E Day, or was it
retro-fitted especially for this anthology (or for some reprinting before
it got as far as this anthology)?  I've already read two other stories
where a footnote explicitly states that the story was altered a bit for
publication in this anthology, but "Backfire" has no similar such
footnote...

Thank you, one and all, for your time!

Richard V. Nawrocki
rivina@dorsai.dorsai.org

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 00:05:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A Nice Day for Screaming

During a recent pilgrimage to the Library of Congress I looked for _A Nice
Day for Screaming_ by James H. Schmitz.  I had read and greatly enjoyed
_The Witches of Karres_, and had heard from folks on this newsgroup that _A
Nice Day for Screaming_ was (1) also quite good, (2) incredibly hard to
find, and (3) a collection of short stories.  Thus it seemed a logical book
to look at while at the Library; I mightn't have time to read a whole book,
but I could certainly read some short stories.

I read four of the six stories in it, and I must say I was disappointed.
The stories were well enough written, but not exceptional.  Perhaps I
simply didn't have time to read the two best stories in the volume.

I am still looking for some others of James H Schmitz's stories; I can get
serveral of them by interlibrary loan, viz. _Agent of Vega_, _The Demon
Breed_, _A Tale of Two Clocks_.  Which of these would you all recommend I
read?

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 21:18:06 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Nice Day for Screaming

Jim Henry (jim.henry@ftl.mese.com) wrote:
>I read four of the six stories in it

*drooooooool*  Waaaaah!  I wish I were you!

>I am still looking for some others of James H Schmitz's stories; I can get
>serveral of them by interlibrary loan, viz. _Agent of Vega_, _The Demon
>Breed_, _A Tale of Two Clocks_.  Which of these would you all recommend I
>read?

I liked them all (I have a copy each of the first two, and two copies of
the second, one under each title) but, I bet I would have liked A Nice Day
for Screaming, too, so I'm kind of the wrong person to ask.  However.

_The Demon Breed_ grew out of "The Tuvela", I believe (Sea Wasp or somebody
will know for sure, I am sure).  Great book, it's been mentioned here
lately on account of the immortality treatments mentioned in it.  I liked
it because of the otters, the competent female protagonist who wasn't
Telzey or telepathic, but, best of all, because of the way the horrid
little alien critters are defeated.  Lots of bluffing.

But the otters were the best.

_A Tale of Two Clocks_ also can be found under the name _Legacy_, and is a
fun read.  Quillan (there's a short story involving him in the NESFA
hardcover - I think; unless I read it in Pride of Monsters.  Hmmm.) shows
up part way through and proves to be the perfect foil for Trigger Argee
(who makes an appearance in one of the Telzey stories, also).  For sheer
attitude, this is the best Schmitz out there (gotta love when doped to the
gills Trigger proves to be a handful nonetheless and kills that appalling
beastie, and then sobs about it, cause she didn't mean to but she had to).
What's her face, starts with a P, waaaaay up in the Psychology Service also
makes an appearance here.

It's been too long since I read _Agent of Vega_, although I remember not
liking it as much as the Telzey stuff I started out with.

I have a copy of _The Eternal Frontiers_ which I have not yet read; people
keep telling me it isn't very good.

I think my current favorite Schmitz story is in A Pride of Monsters.  The
title escapes me, but it's essentially a man and a woman agent trying to
evade a really nasty monster and the men it's controlling.  She's _really_
smart (even for a Schmitz heroine) and she has the coolest toys.  Something
(mind blast?) puts her out of commission, however, and she has to tell the
man what to do with her sensor net and one of her tools to nail the
monster.  Only, all of her toys are intricate little one of a kinds,
designed to fit her fingers...

You wouldn't think you could get into such a tizzy just wondering whether a
character's going to get the third dial set in time, now, would you?

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 14:33:20 GMT
From: phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org (Phil Verdieck (x246))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Steele

When is Alan Steele going to come out with another book??

Philip Verdieck
phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 23:13:09 GMT
From: eslyons@husc9.harvard.edu (Elizabeth Lyons)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sheri S. Tepper: _Gate to Women's Country_

I recently picked up Sheri Tepper's _Gate to Women's Country_. I may have
put it down for a five minute spell or two, but otherwise, I was
mesmerized. Do any of you know what else she's done worth checking out in
the sci-fi realm?  And speaking of realms, what do you think of the
u/dystopia of her world? It reminded me a bit of Suzette Haden Elgin's
_Native Tongue_ series, somehow, in tone.  IMHO.

eslyons@husc.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 16:35:09 GMT
From: hcarter@mcs.com (Harry Carter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sheri S. Tepper: _Gate to Women's Country_

In addition to the True Game series mentioned elsewhere in this thread, I
heartily recommend Grass.  I found it to be a very good book.  Raising the
Stones is a sequel (of sorts) to Grass as well as another book whose name
is escaping me.

Harry Carter  
hpcarter@mcs.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 13:49:44 GMT
From: eubanks@astro.ocis.temple.edu (Marcus Eubanks)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sheri S. Tepper: _Gate to Women's Country_

Though I seem to be in a very small minority, I find Tepper's work to be
thoroughly predictable.  Almost like she's writing from formula.  Some of
the ideas are interesting, but she's so heavy-handed about her various
political and social agendas that for me, the books simply aren't fun to
read.

Marcus Eubanks
Temple University School of Medicine
Philadelphia, PA  USA 
eubanks@astro.ocis.temple.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 07:20:59 GMT
From: mills+@cs.cmu.edu (Michael Mills)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: E.C.Tubb info?

I wondered if anyone might have any information about the Dumarest of Terra
saga.  Specifically:

  How many books are there in total?

  Where might I find #22 onwards (does DAW books still publish them)?

  Does anyone still read this series?

Thanks in advance for any help on this subject.

Please direct replies to:

   us3snf5n@ibmmail.com

M. D. Mills
Dept. of Computer Science
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh PA 15213

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 16:17:58 GMT
From: bu1mw@sunc.shef.ac.uk (M Wright)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: E.C. Tubb - Earl Dumarest info

Michael Mills (mills+@cs.cmu.edu) wrote:
>I wondered if anyone might have any information about the Dumarest of 
>Terra saga.  specifically:
>
>How many books are there in total?

Now this is a question I too would like to know the answer to - I have got
up to 29, and ED was not much nearer finding Earth.

>Where might I find #22 onwards (does DAW books still publish them)?

I have got 20 to 28 printed by an American publisher with a yellow spine, I
think they are by Daw. I do not know how recently they were published, my
copies look old, but they are second hand and have travelled a fair
distance

>Does anyone still read this series?

Yes, I do, I think it is an entertaining series that is alright if you
don't read more than 1 book in a month, or else all the recapping bits get
a bit tedious. Good story line, and a fine excuse for sampling lots of
different worlds. A bit like the fugitive TV series, in that it never seems
to finish.

Mike w

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 17:56:38 GMT
From: kurrel@tardis.ed.ac.uk (Steve Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: E.C. Tubb - Earl Dumarest info

That last chapter in full:

"Mr Dumarest? I think you'd better sit down. This is Mr Dent. I'm afraid
he's got some news for you..."

Anyone like to kill any other series?

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 06:25:47 GMT
From: robertaw@halcyon.com (Robert A. Woodward)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tubb's Dumarest Saga...

spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce) wrote:
> On a lark I ambled into a local used-bookstore to look for Tubb books.  I
> actually found _Dumarest of Terra #30...Symbol of Terra".  It would
> therefore appear that the Dumarest Saga was meant for more than 30 books.
> 
> Now I just need to get #29 and I'm back in business.  Does anybody know
> if there was a #31 published?  The Previous theory that there were to be
> 30 books is currently null.
> 
> #30 was published in September 1984.  Hard to believe it's been almost 10
> years and still no conclusion this is epic...

The 31st Dumerest appeared in 1985 (The Temple of Truth); I don't believe
that there has been any since.  As for the stories about the last one
(unpublished); it does have a problem, since it has been obvious since the
early titles that the Cyclan HQ is on Earth. What will Dumerest do when he
finds Earth, will he survive?

rawoodward@aol.com
robertaw@halycon.com
cjpw69a@prodigy.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Steakley (9 msgs) & Turtledove (5 msgs) &
                     Vance (2 msgs) & Varley & Vinge (2 msgs) &
                     Watt-Evans (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 23:22:54 GMT
From: bwh@beach.cis.ufl.edu (Brian Hook)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Armor" by John Steakley

The book looks sort of interesting, but when I opened it up, the first line
was, no sh*t, "He drank alone." which by itself has turned me off to the
whole book (i.e. I'm not forking over the bucks unless I know it's REA
good).  I mean, that has got to be some of the cheeziest prose I've seen in
a LONG time (and I've been reading David Drake lately, so that's saying a
lot!)

So, any opinions?

Brian Hook
Box 90315
Gainesville, FL 32607
bwh@cis.ufl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 02:39:07 GMT
From: blaak@csri.toronto.edu (Raymond Blaak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Armor" by John Steakley

I loved it.

My suggestion is to get pass that first line. I really liked the pervasive
sense of dread, stress, frustration, endurance, weariness, and
desperateness. Felix is quite the practical survivor. It is a story about
the human character, rather than technology, which is what makes it good.

I have read the story twice: once about 10 years ago, and again about 5
months ago. Often I find that I don't like a story the second time around,
usually because I get more critical as I get older, and notice cliches
more.  But I liked _Armor_ better the second time around.

Get it from a library if you want to read it without paying for it.

Ray Blaak
blaak@csri.toronto.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 12:51:09 GMT
From: gibson@netcom.com (Bob Gibson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Armor" by John Steakley

  Well, I found it interesting, and have read it multiple times.  It has
some (IMO) anti-military aspects that I thought added to its entertainment
value.  It isn't my favorite book of all times, but I did enjoy it.

Bob Gibson
gibson@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 14:03:13 GMT
From: jlpicard@austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Armor" by John Steakley

It gets alot better. And the end is killer. Read it.

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
jlpicard@austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 03:27:32 GMT
From: Gary.Hayenga@mixcom.mixcom.com (Gary Hayenga)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Armor" by John Steakley

Excellent book.  The prose, despite the first line, is not at all cheesy,
and the story and characterization are thrown into sharp relief by some
excellent action.  Far better than David Drake has ever dreamed of, I only
wish John Steakley would write more.

Gary Hayenga
Gary.Hayenga@mixcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 01:29:44 GMT
From: gt6431a@prism.gatech.edu (Christopher Barrett Riggins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Armor" by John Steakley

   I definitely do not want any flames here, but could the original poster
tell me why he thinks 'He drank alone' is cheesy?  I mean, I have NOT read
_Armor_ (although I have almost bought it several times) but that one
sentence just does not strike me as either cheesy or not.
   I've read this newsgroup for more than a year and I quite often see
descriptions of things as being cheesy or poorly characterized, but I
sometimes fail to see why myself.  Do I lack some discernment in the
literary field?  What's up?  I would appreciate some ideas about your
thought process, reading that first sentence.

Christopher B. Riggins
gt6431a@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 06:28:45 GMT
From: sbanks@neosoft.com (Stephen Banks)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Armor" by John Steakley

Agreed, Steakley's "Armor" is a superb novel. It's one of those books any
bookstore has at least one of. Even thought it's always the same release.
I've only seen one other book by him.. a year or so ago he wrote a pretty
decent novel dealing w/ church sanctioned "vampire hunters." Grim and scary
stuff if I recall. Anyone know how to get hold of him and ASK HIM TO WRITE
MORE?

Stephen Banks
sbanks@neosoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 18:30:10 GMT
From: bwh@beach.cis.ufl.edu (Brian Hook)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Armor" by John Steakley

gt6431a@prism.gatech.edu (Christopher Barrett Riggins) writes:
>I definitely do not want any flames here, but could the original poster
>tell me why he thinks 'He drank alone' is cheesy?  I mean, I have NOT read
>_Armor_ (although I have almost bought it several times) but that one
>sentence just does not strike me as either cheesy or not.
>
>I've read this newsgroup for more than a year and I quite often see
>descriptions of things as being cheesy or poorly characterized, but I
>sometimes fail to see why myself.  Do I lack some discernment in the
>literary field?  What's up?  I would appreciate some ideas about your
>thought process, reading that first sentence.

If you reread my original post, I laid judgment on THAT SENTENCE, NOT THE
BOOK.  Contrary to some other followups to your post, I did not decide if
the book was good or bad based on that sentence.  The intent of my original
post was quite clear - I solicited other's opinions about the book, and I
finally have decided to purchase it since so many people like it.

The reason I don't like that first sentence is because it smacks of
heavy-handedness amateurism.  The way the sentence was set apart lent it an
air of "please be impressed by this introduction" - the
"suitable-ambience-defined-now" kind of thing.

But once again, that is just one sentence I am judging, NOT the entire
book.  But as many "slush readers" will tell you, you learn a lot from the
first paragraph or even sentence of any story.

Brian Hook
Box 90315
Gainesville, FL 32607
bwh@cis.ufl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 08:34:34 GMT
From: phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org (Phil Verdieck (x246))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Armor" by John Steakley

Interestingly enough, there's another Steakley book out, Vampire, or
somesuch and the lead character has the same name, Jack Crow.

Philip Verdieck
phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 02:13:38 GMT
From: jlr@world.std.com (John L Redford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Harry Turtledove

shsilver@INDIANA.EDU (shsilver) writes:
stevek@FORUM.SWARTHMORE.EDU (Stephen Kraisler) says:
>I haven't see any messages about Harry Turtledove.  With Guns of the South
>and his new trilogy, he has become one of my favorite sci-fi writers.

I didn't really like "Guns of the South", although it held me long enough
to finish it.  I had two basic problems with it:

1) No one seems to bat an eye when outlandishly dressed men carrying
magically advanced guns called AK-47s suddenly start aiding the South in
the American Civil War.  People were not stupider then.  Surely they would
have been suspicious of these newcomers.  Even though they brought them
desperately needed help, they would have needed some kind of cover story or
else they would have been treated as sorcerors.

2) The North was full of ingenious mechanics in those days, yet none of
them manage to capture or duplicate the AK-47, even after months of battle
against it.  Even if they couldn't have duplicated it exactly (lacking
perhaps the metallurgy or gunpowder chemistry), they would have used its
repeater mechanisms in their own repeaters.  After the first use of this
amazing new gun, there ought to have been spies everywhere trying to steal
it, but no one did.

So the whole thing seemed contrived, and the reason for contrivance is
clear - Turtledove wanted to give Robert E. Lee the career he thought Lee
should have had.  That's not a bad goal; Lee sounds like an admirable
figure even if he did prolong the worst war in American history; but it's
not a great reason to write an SF book.

John Redford
jlr@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 02:54:22 GMT
From: taia_a@ix.wcc.govt.nz (Second Genyosha)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Harry Turtledove

jlr@world.std.com (John L Redford) writes:
>I didn't really like "Guns of the South", although it held me long
>enough to finish it.  I had two basic problems with it:

Your first reason of "Who are these strangers?" is a valid one, but then
there is the saying "Don't look a gift horse in the mouth" :)

>2) The North was full of ingenious mechanics in those days, yet none of
>them manage to capture or duplicate the AK-47, even after months of battle
>against it.  Even if they couldn't have duplicated it exactly (lacking
>perhaps the metallurgy or gunpowder chemistry), they would have used its
>repeater mechanisms in their own repeaters.  After the first use of this
>amazing new gun, there ought to have been spies everywhere trying to steal
>it, but no one did.

 I doubt that the duplication would be that easy, but then Harry Harrison
in his book "A Rebel in Time" used the Sten Mk III as the basis of his
story.  The real problem is producing enough ammo, SMGs and Assault Rifles
use bullets like children do ice cream, as much of and in as little time as
possible.

>So the whole thing seemed contrived, and the reason for contrivance is
>clear - Turtledove wanted to give Robert E. Lee the career he thought Lee
>should have had.  That's not a bad goal; Lee sounds like an admirable
>figure even if he did prolong the worst war in American history; but it's
>not a great reason to write an SF book.

 Lee was a great general and a noted and honourable gentleman, the stories
in the collection of the ACW edited by S.M. Stirling in which an excerpt of
"Guns of the South" appeared all mentioned this. From my personal readings,
he always came across as a man of honour and integrity.

 I'm still waiting on his new book about WW2 and an alien invasion, I would
buy the hardcover, but I haven't seen enough raves about it to justify the
cost.  So I'll wait for the paperback.

Toni Taia
TAIA_A@kosmos.wcc.govt.nz

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 06:31:51 GMT
From: sbanks@neosoft.com (Stephen Banks)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Harry Turtledove

taia_a@ix.wcc.govt.nz wrote:
>I'm still waiting on his new book about WW2 and an alien invasion, I would
>buy the hardcover, but I haven't seen enough raves about it to justify the
>cost.  So I'll wait for the paperback.

I'm about 1/2 way done with World Way: In The Balance. Pretty dang swell if
you ask me.. first and only Turtledove I've read. Hope he can sustain this
to the end!  

Stephen Banks
sbanks@neosoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 17:23:07 GMT
From: lindsay+@cs.cmu.edu (Donald Lindsay)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Harry Turtledove

John L Redford <jlr@world.std.com> wrote:
>2) The North was full of ingenious mechanics in those days, yet none of
>them manage to capture or duplicate the AK-47, even after months of battle
>against it.  Even if they couldn't have duplicated it exactly (lacking
>perhaps the metallurgy or gunpowder chemistry), they would have used its
>repeater mechanisms in their own repeaters.  After the first use of this
>amazing new gun, there ought to have been spies everywhere trying to steal
>it, but no one did.

I don't think you appreciate the history of metalworking. The Colt pistol
was mass produced, but in fact, the Colt factory built parts, and then
sorted through them, looking for components that actually happened to fit
together. Automatic weapons need precision - not just for control (how to
stop a burst?) but also in order to get the cycling to be self sustaining
at all. A semi-automatic is no easier, either.

As for chemistry: captured supplies would have given no great clue about
how to make better gunpower. It would have given impetus to improve the
percussion cap of the day, but that's fairly tricky.  Improvements would be
more likely to take years, not months.

It would have been more practical to capture weapons and just use them.

D. C. Lindsay
Carnegie Mellon Computer Science

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 20:25:07 GMT
From: lawrencet5@aol.com (LawrenceT5)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Harry Turtledove

I just read his most recent book, The Case of the Toxic Spell Dump.  If you
like comedy, it's great!

Larry

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 20:31:06 GMT
From: kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

>In general, Vance's characters tend to be assembled from similar stuff.
>The viewpoint characters are always the most reasonable, adaptable and
>capable of understanding "foreign" thought (and usually win out in the end
>for exactly these reasons).

What, like Cugel?

Actually I do take your point - and Cugel isn't so much an exception as
subject to a different set of rules (being a rogue-hero rather than just a
hero, but still a standard Vance type). I happen to have finished
re-reading _Cugel's Saga_ literally minutes before logging on, and am,
again, mind-blown by Vance's ability to spin glorious yarn after glorious
yarn.  There are still dozens (at least) of his books that I've never
read... what a nice thought!

Justine

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 10:40:14 GMT
From: g91a2734@warthog.ru.ac.za (MR SD ANDERSON)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

I have just finished the Demon Princes series, and apart from his Lyonesse
books I've read all his works.

What do people think of the DP series? I think that some of his best worlds
ever came out of that series, I especially liked the game played on Lens
Larque's world.

Simon

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 23:51:09 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Varley's "The Barbie Murders"

dasher@NETCOM.COM (Anton Sherwood) writes:
>I have long suspected that the collection "The Barbie Murders" was
>retitled to "Picnic on Nearside" after, and because of, the arrest of
>Klaus Barbie.  Anybody know?

No, it was because the owner of the Barbie trademark wasn't exactly happy
with Varley.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 00:32:00 GMT
From: Christopher.Marshall@f201.n914.z8.rbbs-net.org (Christopher Marshall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor vinge's future

Dave Schaumann (dave@CS.Arizona.EDU) wrote:
>Does anyone know what, if anything, Vernor Vinge has planned for future
>stories?  I just finished reading "The Blabber" last night, and at the
>end, he says he wants to write more stories in that universe (which was
>slightly re-tooled for use in _A Fire Upon the Deep_).
>
>I'm just wondering if he used up all his ideas in aFUtD, or if he's still
>got some ideas lurking about...
>
>I've been consistently impressed with his writing, particularly with how
>he has improved from his early work.

I couldn't agree with you more.  I think the reason his more recent stuff
is so good and the reason he doesn't write as frequently go hand in hand.

I feel that A Fire Upon the Deep and the Realtime novels are really densly
packed with well thought out ideas which simultaneously makes them a joy to
read and difficult to write.  It must take a long time to think through his
ideas and assumptions well enough to produce a Vinge novel of the quality
we are becoming used to.

I would love it if he would follow up on some of the loose ends in Marooned
In Realtime like Della Lu's journeys through the galaxy.  I doubt he will,
however, because he probably wants to move on to other ideas.  He always
runs the risk of cheapening the original by expanding on it, as well.
<sigh>

I can't wait for his next work!

Chris Marshall
marshall@seas.gwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 20:25:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vernor Vinge's future work?

dave@CS.Arizona.EDU (Dave Schaumann) writes:
>Does anyone know what, if anything, Vernor Vinge has planned for future
>stories?  I just finished reading "The Blabber" last night, and at the
>end, he says he wants to write more stories in that universe (which was
>slightly re-tooled for use in _A Fire Upon the Deep_).

It seems to me that there is room for one or more stories taking place
after _A Fire Upon the Deep_ and before "The Blabber," as well as
immediately after "The Blabber."  Perhaps also some stories set on the
first human colony planet outside the Slow Zone; what was its name?

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 22:34:54 GMT
From: Jim.Gifford@ubik.wmeonlin.sacbbx.com (Jim Gifford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lawrence Watt-Evans _Out of this World_

>>Speaking of which, did Denner's Wreck ever appear in paperback? I was
>>looking for it forever.
>
>Sure it did - from Avon.  Purple cover.  1988, don't remember the month.
>Didn't sell worth a damn, and it's long since out of print.

Too bad. I liked that one (along with everything else). (And hello, again.
Just dragged an Internet feed to my board, just finished reading OUT OF
THIS WORLD, and now find you here to save me the cost of a stamp.)

I got a bang out of OOTW... especially when I hit "Captain Gifford." I'll
assume that my name floated to the top of your cerebrum as you were typing,
and be appropriately flattered.

What's the schedule on the other two pieces?

Jim.Gifford@ubik.wmeonlin.sacbbx.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 15:45:15 GMT
From: wattevans@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lawrence Watt-Evans _Out of this World_

Jim Gifford <Jim.Gifford@ubik.wmeonlin.sacbbx.com> writes:
>What's the schedule on the other two pieces?

Second book, IN THE EMPIRE OF SHADOW, will be out in January '95; the
third, THE REIGN OF THE BROWN MAGICIAN, is set for January '96.  Glad you
liked OOTW.

------------------------------
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Date: 7 Apr 94 00:36:06 GMT
From: dambik@fnalo.fnal.gov (Ed Dambik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: I am a bit egotistical, but I think...

wfbrown@wpi.WPI.EDU (William F Brown) writes:
> The Minbari probably couldn't stomach the idea of having to exterminate a
> whole species.  (Especially if they started it.)

I was all set to disagree and then you added the thought-provoking idea
above.  I had always assumed the Minbari were all set to "exterminate a
whole species" one moment and then changed their minds not 24 hours later.
But if you're right, they must have wanted something else altogether.
Interesting. That would lend a whole new complexion to the war, wouldn't
it? What could they possibly have wanted so badly but not THAT bad? And are
they still after it?

Ed

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 20:11:36 GMT
From: mpf@speedy.inri.com (Mike Finn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Newbie Question....

What do we know about the system that Babylon-5 is in?  Is it in any way
important besides the fact that Babylon-5 is in it?  Are there mining
operations on the planets in that system?  Something that maybe B-5 in a
backward kind of way supports by being there?

How does all this work?

Also, a question about the station itself.  In "Born of the Purple" (I
think that's the name of the episode) when Sinclair is going to dinner,
Londo and his friend are there.  In the background there is clearly
Open-Green land.  Is this actually farm-land?  Will we get to see any
scenes in this area?

Final question:  Are the specs available?

Mike Finn
InterNational Research Institute
mpf@inri.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 04:28:03 GMT
From: mauser@claris.com (Richard Chandler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Garibaldi? (maybe spoilers)

dgwagner@math.uwaterloo.ca (David G. Wagner) writes:
> Garibaldi: wisecracking, jovial, but lonely...  tough when he must be but
> he'd much rather be your buddy...  and you gotta like his second
> favourite thing in the universe!  (watching him and Delenn eating popcorn
> I nearly fell out of my chair!).  I usually feel that Garibaldi's actions
> are quite well motivated.

The only trouble with that scene was that it had been done on Alien Nation
where the cop showed his neighbor the Three Stooges, and she didn't get it.
I'd like to see the reverse happen, where an alien culture falls in love
with some aspect of Earth culture.  (Although the aforementioned scene did
include one of my favorite lines from the series: "Do you know what "Nyuk,
Nyuk" means in Tenctonese?!")

> Sinclair: the "mystery man"... O'Hare has been criticized for wooden
> acting, but he has a tough assignment.  Sinclair is not an expressive
> person.  He has a lot going on in his head that he does not want to let
> out... how exactly do you portray that?  As for leadership qualities, I
> figure he's doing fine: solid in a confrontation, decisive, and flexible
> (see MotFL).  I think O'Hare's performance in AtSFoS was great, and I'm
> waiting for our next little peek into Sinclair's character.

I used to think Sinclair was kind of wooden.  I mean, compare how much his
eyebrows move compared to Garibaldi.  But then, watch him when he went
undercover with Londo in BTTP.  He really came alive there.  Running the
station simply isn't good for the man.

Rich Chandler

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 05:22:47 GMT
From: bishop@pole.catt.ncsu.edu (Dexy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rewatched pilot yesterday

Stephen Notley <snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca> wrote:
>Anyway, to briefly wrap up about Delenn, I must have been the only person
>who was actually a little disappointed with "Soul Hunter," and I think
>Delenn was the reason. What's the first substantive thing she does in the
>series? She gets captured. She turns into the damsel in distress. This was
>the Delenn who threw G'kar out of her room without breaking a sweat, after
>having almost killed him with her gravity rings (in the pilot).  Where did
>that Delenn go?

Well, bear in mind that first off she was scared shitless.  This tends to
have an adverse effect on your combat ability ;}.  I mean, this guy is
probably what her religion calls 'the devil'.

Also, the SH didn't seem to be any flyweight himself.  He was tossing
Sinclair around like a rag doll...

As for being more...I don't know, 'sweet-tempered' than in the pilot?
Though I've not seen the pilot, I can surmise that since some time has
passed since then in the show, and she would have spent a good deal of time
interacting with the other races, especially humans, she might have decided
to alter her tactics/mannerisms to make them more at ease around her, and
expedite whatever plans she has to carry out...

bishop@pole.catt.ncsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 05:34:31 GMT
From: jshortes@news.delphi.com (JSHORTESS@DELPHI.COM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: How 'bout Marianne Robertson

Has anyone else noticed that Marianne Robertson also has a credit in the
pilot movie? In a scene cut for time, she played the hostage of a guy
caught trying to smuggle "dust" onto the station. There's a still from the
scene on page 22 of the February 1993 CINEFANTASTIQUE.

Why do I get the feeling that she has someone in her family named Slater?
:) Seriously, is she going to be in EVERY episode of B5?

Anyway, I agree - give her more screen time. I *LOVE* that accent!

John Shortess
jshortess@delphi.com
scherzo@genie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 07:09:25 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Will we see more soul hunters

   Eventually.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 21:57:04 GMT
From: badger@bigdog.engr.arizona.edu (Brian Badger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: another soul hunter question

jberry@brutus.ct.gmr.com (John Berry) writes:
>Also, when the soul hunter is describing to Sinclair how the Minbari
>protected their great leader Ducat, he says that the "formed a wall of
>bodies" to protect him. WHY would the Minbari do that? We know from the
>Earth-Minbari war that they have some pretty formidible weopenry. Why
>would they need to form a wall of bodies?

Soul Hunters claim to be "drawn" to the moment of death.  Put a lot of
moments of death close enough together, you might be able to confuse that
sense.

>Adding all this up, should we conclude that Delenn's description of
>"immortal" actually means "unkillable"? Is the only way to get rid of one
>either to capture it, or to do what Sinclair did, use the soul-stealing
>apparatus on it? Or is it just that soul hunters are a real tough species,
>and so you need heavier weopens than normal to stop one?

I think Delenn is just being superstitious.  The Minbari don't really
understand the Soul Hunters because the concept of having their souls
imprisoned is so horrible to them they respond with irrational fear.
Irrational fear often results in the acceptance of spurious beliefs.  For
instance, take an atheist....

badger@bigdog.engr.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 02:09:29 GMT
From: bayern@porto.cshl.org (Shawn Bayern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: another soul hunter question

badger@bigdog.engr.arizona.edu (Brian Badger) writes:
>Soul Hunters claim to be "drawn" to the moment of death.  Put a lot of
>moments of death close enough together, you might be able to confuse that
>sense.

That's a good idea.  Perhaps, to the soul hunters, who are so "in-tune"
with life and death, the "senseless" loss of 2 or 3 people might seem like
a veritable "wall of bodies" to a soul hunter.

Shawn

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 05:08:50 GMT
From: hammar@python.cs.unm.edu (neil hammar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rewatched pilot yesterday

snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley) wrote:
>Anyway, to briefly wrap up about Delenn, I must have been the only person
>who was actually a little disappointed with "Soul Hunter," and I think
>Delenn was the reason. What's the first substantive thing she does in the
>series? She gets captured. She turns into the damsel in distress. This was
>the Delenn who threw G'kar out of her room without breaking a sweat, after
>having almost killed him with her gravity rings (in the pilot).  Where did
>that Delenn go?
> 
>Over the course of the series so far the Minbari have gotten scarier, but
>I'm still waiting for Delenn to have the eerie strength she had in the
>pilot.
>
>Though seeing her in the cowl in "And The Sky Full Of Stars" was pretty
>good.  She looked menacing. I was menaced.

   In the first place, the Soul Hunters hunt Minbari, and are an older and
more powerful race, so it's not that surprising she lost the fight. Also,
since Delenn believes him to be immortal, she probably didn't try very hard
to kill him. (I'm assuming immortal means unkillable by anything less than
a direct hit by a multiple-ton explosive device. After all, the "sane" Soul
Hunter didn't even consider the possibility that the death he sensed was
the crazy Soul Hunter's, in spite of the fact that many races must have
tried many times in the past.)

   As for the difference in appearance and general behavior, I have my own
theory. (Big surpise huh? :-) We know the Minbari consider Sinclair
important for some reason, and Delenn seems to be in the let-him-live camp,
maybe even the pro-Sinclair camp in Minbari politics.
   I think she is wearing makeup, feminine clothes, and acting more like a
human female in order to get Sinclair to like her. Reason for that unknown,
and almost certainly will remain so until the big mystery is solved. (And
how did she learn what a human female acts like?  Standard SF plot device,
she watched TV. Does anyone think it will have improved by then?)

Neil Hammar
hammar@cs.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 05:31:31 GMT
From: ranger@avarice.ugcs.caltech.edu (Benjamin Allan Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Size of 5 Empires (Was Re: The Planet)

>As to the size of the empires, I have no idea.  But I'd wager we're not
>talking about the entire galaxy here.  Londo's line in one episode about
>being 75 light years from home (and, I should think, Earth, if he is from
>Alpha Centauri) leads me to believe that the five empires occupy an area
>with a radius of 200 light years around Earth.  And that ball contains a
>LOT of star systems.  Who needs the rest of the galaxy?

   I just rewatched the pilot last night.  In the pilot Londo mentions that
the Centauri Republic has only 12 planets.

Benjamin Smith
ranger@ugcs.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 05:31:46 GMT
From: daberg@leland.stanford.edu (David A Bergman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Planet

I think the planet's name is Tigris and the moon is Euphrates.

SPOILER

I think that JMS has hinted some life may be discovered on the planet in
season 2.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 17:17:03 GMT
From: shadow@iastate.edu (Bill Jensen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Sinclair's brother

   I haven't seen a answer to this in the FAQ. So will we get to see
Sinclair's Brother , and is he also a fighter pilot?

Bill

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 17:25:20 GMT
From: ad696@freenet.carleton.ca (Dwight Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Infection/Medical History Names?

I finally got to see "Infection" yesterday after mssing its first airing
courtesy of the Lillehammer Games. I remember making a note of your answer
to the Morobuto query re: that chapter, so I won't cover that ground again.

What I _am_ curious about was the list of famous medical personages that
Hendricks described as being among Dr. Franklin's role-models/inspirations
/idols. I recognized Fleming and Salk, but who were/are/will be Jenna(sp.?)
and Takahashi?

Thanks for your time and stay well...

Dwight Williams
1706 Caminiti Cres.
Orleans, ON, Canada  K4A 1M1
ad696@freenet.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 17:36:55 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: Sinclair's brother

shadow@iastate.edu (Bill Jensen) writes:
> I haven't seen a answer to this in the FAQ.  So will we get to see
> Sinclair's Brother, and is he also a fighter pilot?

I don't know about Sinclair's brother, but we know for SURE that
Garibaldi's brother is a fighter pilot, and we may get to see HIM.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 17:48:31 GMT
From: kwebb@unm.edu (Kyle L. Webb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Question for JMS on rarity of planets (Was Re: Size of 5 Empires)

Number of planets is a more reasonable way of measuring the size of an
empire.  We don't have a good estimate of how many star systems have
planets, let alone the number of star systems that can support the sentient
life we see in B5.  I haven't really seen anything in the shows saying how
common usable (perhaps translated terraformable/Centauri-Prime-formable/
Narn-Homeworld-formable :-) worlds are in space. They cannot be exceedingly
rare, else it would be unlikely for 5 major empires to be close enough to
significantly interact with each other.  

JMS: Could you give us some hint as to how common planets of the type
needed for sentient life are in the B5 universe? It rather sets the scale
for conflicts over resources.

Kyle L. Webb
Dept. of Physics + Astronomy
University of New Mexico
kwebb@carina.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 18:44:42 GMT
From: mahnken@arabesque.win.net (Christopher J. Mahnken)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What did the Minbari know about the Vorlons?

broaj91 (broaj91@luciano.ee.adfa.oz.au) writes:
>I have this feeling that their importance is somewhat overshadowed by the
>seeming omnipotence of the Minbari, but feel sure that they shall
>eventually rise in importance during the 5 year arc ...

I think it's just that we see so much more of Delenn than Kosh.  I've never
had the feeling that the Vorlons were any less powerful than the Minbari.
Quite the contrary - I'd say they seem to be more awesome than any of the
other races.

Christopher J. Mahnken 
mahnken@arabesque.win.net 

------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 22:16:00 GMT
From: chaos@yar.cs.wisc.edu (Mostly Harmless)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Regarding "Born to the Purple" - Gold Channel

I just watched "Born to the Purple" (Having missed previous airings of it)
and was a bit confused.  The subplot regarding Lt. Commander Ivanova
sneaking her conversations onto Gold Channel didn't completely make sense.
Why did she have to sneak the message?  Maybe it would be expensive, but
why didn't she just pay to get the line?  Is direct communication for
personal matters not allowed?  Is she afraid someone else would discover
this "weakness" in her?  Anybody have a good guess?

Alan De Smet
chaos@yar.cs.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 06:32:16 GMT
From: yingst@helium.tmc.edu (james r yingst)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Planet

>I think the planet's name is Tigris and the moon is Euphrates.

When last queried here on this subject, JMS indicated that the planet's
name is Epsilon 3.  He didn't mention the moon's name.  The Grid Epsilon
Log indicates Tigris and Euphrates as the names, but is evidently
out-of-date in this regard.  I hope that helps.

Jim Yingst
yingst@gas.uug.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 13:17:44 GMT
From: STU12E59@vm.uwp.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: Sinclair's brother

gharlane@nextnet.csus.edu writes:
>I don't know about Sinclair's brother, but we know for SURE that
>Garibaldi's brother is a fighter pilot, and we may get to see HIM.
 
What episode was it that we found out about Garibaldi's brother and that he
had a brother? I assumed Sinclair's brother was a pilot ("the Sinclairs
have been pilots since the battle of Britain") but I never remember
Garibaldi's brother being mentioned.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 13:21:59 GMT
From: STU12E59@vm.uwp.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Regarding "Born to the Purple" - Gold Channel

chaos@yar.cs.wisc.edu writes:
>her conversations onto Gold Channel didn't completely make sense.  Why did
>she have to sneak the message?  Maybe it would be expensive, but why
>didn't she just pay to get the line?  Is direct communication for personal
>matters not allowed?  Is she afraid someone else would discover this
>"weakness" in her?  Anybody have a good guess?
 
from what I understood, nobody could get into the gold channels besides the
command staff and the ambassadors. I think Ivanova wanted to make sure that
no one else ever found out about her father's death. I think Sinclair and
Garibaldi having sympathy for her would be too much for ivanova to take.  I
recall Garibaldi had a heck of a time finding the "gremlin" in the first
place and actually had to hunt it down. No one would have found out if
Garibaldi wasn't actively looking for it.
 

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 07:00:30 GMT
From: singram@eng.auburn.edu (Scott Ingram)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Central transport tube nitpicks

Watching the "bus" sequence in "Mind War" where Talia and Sinclair are
traveling through the center of the station, I was really impressed with
the CGI shot of the bus' exterior and the rest of "The Garden!"  Still, I
came up with some nitpicks:

1) It should have given the impression of zero-g.  Either Talia was wearing
a lot of hairspray or there was gravity, not to mention how nicely situated
they were in their seats without any apparant restraints.

2) The internal lighting should have reflected the surroundings of the
"bus."  When it passed through the rings at the tops of the support pylons,
and especially when it entered the tunnel, the lighting would have changed.

------------------------------
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Date: 11 Apr 94 15:04:32 GMT
From: ai448@freenet.carleton.ca (Kevin Mason)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Laurel the traitor:  proof positive.

   So far this season of B5 has been pretty impressive.  Of the eight so
far, there were only two that I really didn't care for: The War Prayer and
Born to the Purple.  I realize that these were also the only two of the
batch that weren't written by JMS.  I think that was part of the problem:
the characters just didn't sound as true as usual.

   The reason for this posting is that I'd like to add something to the
recent discussion about Laurel Takashima being a traitor.  I watched part
of the pilot again over the weekend, and spotted something very intriguing.
I'm sure everyone remembers the scene in which the assassin enters Del
Varner's quarters, Varner says "It's about time," and as the door closes,
there is a flash of light.  Well, before the assassin can enter the room,
he places his hand on some kind of palm-print analyzer.  The machine then
beeps in recognition, the door opens, and the assassin walks into the room.
For the briefest moment, just before the assassin obscures the view of the
screen, it says quite clearly on the monitor, "LAUREL TAKASHIMA CLEARED."

   I nearly fell off my chair when I saw this.  I was quite convinced that
there wasn't any new information left to be gleaned from the pilot, and
then this comes along.  What a surprise.

   That's all for now.  I hope this hasn't been mentioned before on the net
and I just missed it.  Thanks to JMS for creating a truly enjoyable SF
show.

Kevin Mason
SchoolNet Support Group
ai448@freenet.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 17:20:05 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Question for JMS on rarity of planets

JMS writes:
>We're postulating a fairly large number of inhabitable planets.  You first
>have to narrow it down to stars which can (or did) produce planets, the
>percentage of *stable* planets, the percentage of suns that aren't too hot
>or cold or otherwise cranky...so you're left with a number of suns that
>are (as Goldilocks decided) just right.  Of those, a majority have at
>least one habitable world, though sentient life did not develop
>necessarily on all of them.

Two books which should be on your desk are "INTELLIGENT LIFE IN THE
UNIVERSE," which is Carl Sagan's translated and much-added-to version of
I.S. Shklovskii's book on the subject; it's listed as by Shklovskii and
Sagan... and "HABITABLE PLANETS FOR MAN" by Stephen Dole.  Dole's book
started out as a Rand Corporation study, and ended up getting at least two
hardback editions.
 
For those of you who profess to be math-challenged, there's a very slightly
more popularized version called "PLANETS FOR MAN," which is Asimov's
re-write of "HABITABLE PLANETS FOR MAN."  It's listed as by Asimov & Dole.
 
Both of these will give you popularized, straightforward information on
stellar evolution, ages of star types, sizes and ages of planets, and
likelihood of various grades of civilizations.  They're also both
chock-full of hard information on atmospheric chemistry, energy
utilization, basic biology, possible effects of environment on life forms,
etc..
 
I'd also suggest that you try to find "INTERSTELLAR CONTACT" by Duncan
Lunan.  Lunan's a bit wilder, but he is a *good* researcher, and not a bad
writer.  (I know he's published prose SF, and done the occasional odd radio
and TV script, so he might be usable as a B-5 scripter at some point, too.)
"INTERSTELLAR CONTACT" is a collection of projects, concepts, and designs
roughed out by members of ASTRA, a Scots/Brit organization similar in
design and concept to the old British Interplanetary Society.  I think
you'd find this one greatly enjoyable reading; and it's guaranteed to
generate a flock of story ideas.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 00:17:02 GMT
From: hackbod@storm.cs.orst.edu (Dianne Hackborn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: quick questions for JMS

mkogan@drunivac.drew.edu wrote:
>4) It's very early in the season right now, yet you have given us a lot of
>information about the Sinclair-Minbari relationship. Are you planning on
>revealing the hole in Sinclair's mind this season? (We know from various
>episodes that Sinclair knows Delenn is involved in the grey council and
>that she holds a high title of power. We also know that she is probably
>using Sinclair for some purpose and if that purpose were discovered by
>Sinclair, she was to kill him. I'm surprised Sinclair, who says he needs
>to know what happened so badly, has not gone to Delenn to have her answer
>his questions)

It seemed to me that, at the end of "Sky," he had gone to see her just to
feel her out on this, and then got a feeling from her that made him decide
not to bring it up.  You can bet that he would already be cautious about
this since he *knows* she was there, and that she is obviously keeping this
whole thing hidden from him.

Sinclair: Strange how seeing you was the only thing that brought me out...
Delenn:   So do you remember anything about what happened?
Sinclair: <There's something wrong here>  No...  sorry.

And yes, JMS has said that we will find out *what* happened to Sinclair.
But why it happened isn't until next season. :)

Dianne Kyra Hackborn
Oregon State University  
hackbod@xanth.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 05:39:51 GMT
From: khaight@netcom.com (Kyle Haight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: quick questions for JMS

Well, I'm not JMS, but I'll take a crack at these anyhow. 

mkogan@drunivac.drew.edu writes:
>1) What kind of a budget is each show allocated?

The show's budget has been classified since its inception.  I seem to
recall that it's less than half that of DS9, but I'd need to poke around in
the JMS Answers file to document that.

>2) Is it possible on this budget to have scenes constructed for planetary
>visits?

Yes.  There will be a planet visited in the upcoming two-part episode "A
Voice in the Wilderness."  This episode will air sometime in October or
November.

>3) With your current computer technology, is it possible to construct a
>computerized backround of the interior of the B5 station and place cast
>members in the foreground? (if so, that would be so cool and allow the
>cast to go anywhere you can imagine at less budget cost, I'd imagine)

This I do not know.  I'm sure it's _technically_ possible, but I'd guess
that using matte paintings would be cheaper and result in essentially the
same results.  Matte paintings are used for the background in the Garden,
right?

>4) It's very early in the season right now, yet you have given us a lot of
>information about the Sinclair-Minbari relationship. Are you planning on
>revealing the hole in Sinclair's mind this season? (We know from various
>episodes that Sinclair knows Delenn is involved in the grey council and
>that she holds a high title of power. We also know that she is probably
>using Sinclair for some purpose and if that purpose were discovered by
>Sinclair, she was to kill him. I'm surprised Sinclair, who says he needs
>to know what happened so badly, has not gone to Delenn to have her answer
>his questions)

I think that JMS has already told us what caused the hole in Sinclair's
mind.  The Minbari wiped part of his memory during the Battle of the Line.
That's where the hole came from.  The next question is _why_ the Minbari
found it necessary to wipe part of his memory.  To that question, I cannot
provide an answer.  On the other hand, I'm pretty sure that JMS won't
either.

Kyle Haight
khaight@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 07:26:54 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: quick questions for JMS

   The budget is classified, but roughly half of TNG's.
 
   Yes, there is the potential for planetary visits.  It may even be seen
this season.
 
   Yes, we're doing virtual sets...and there's a doozy in the first little
bit of act one in "Signs and Portents."
 
   Sinclair's hole will be filled in as we go.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 16:35:03 GMT
From: dzhines@kimbark.uchicago.edu (David Hines)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: quick questions for JMS

JMS writes:
>Yes, we're doing virtual sets...and there's a doozy in the first little
>bit of act one in "Signs and Portents."

I thought it might be of interest to everyone that the use of virtual sets
will be heavily employed by George Lucas in the upcoming prequel to the
existing Star Wars trilogy. Apparently Lucas is going to be doing as much
as possible on computer to cut down on costs, even to the extent of using
virtual sets instead of filming on location.

The thing that freaks me sometimes is that the stuff we see on Babylon 5 is
often mindblowing. I'm almost frightened to think what ILM will be able to
do.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 00:35:08 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: quick questions for JMS

JMS writes:
> Yes, we're doing virtual sets...and there's a doozy in the first little
> bit of act one in "Signs and Portents."

You're enjoying the fact that we'll probably have to wait 'til October or
November to see this, aren't you?
 
You need to write a few sequels to "DEMON NIGHT" and get some more of the
gleefully rampaging torturing demons out of your system, and learn not to
drive your fans nuts with frustration...
 
*Grin*

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 13:40:28 GMT
From: njk8720@exodus.valpo.edu (Nathan J. Kluender)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS:  Question on BttP.

I hope this isn't a complete waste of time.  I was watching the rerun of
Born To The Purple and a friend of mine noticed something that we don't
know quite how to take.  In the scene right after Sinclair convinces G'Kar
to help in snagging the slave trader (Trakkus ??), Sinclair and Londo try
to talk Talia into participating in the sting.  Londo claims that Adira's
life is in danger.

Here's the question: Talia responded by saying, "Is he telling the truth?"
Isn't SHE the psychic?

We tried to figure this out.  We figured that either 
  1)  She didn't want to read Londo's mind, but couldn't she detect
      deception? 
  2)  She realized Londo was upset and even if she did read his mind, there
      was no way to tell if he was thinking clearly enough to determine
      if Adira was in any real danger or not.

JMS, was either of these intended, or maybe you could clarify what that
scene was supposed to mean.

Thanks for any help and please keep up the good work.

Nathan Kluender

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 09:27:43 GMT
From: snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: a couple of questions

Hi, just two quick questions.

1. Now that you've finished production of Season one and are still waiting
for the green light for S2, what are you doing these days?

2. Are scripts for already-broadcast episodes going to be available in any
form, ever? I just remember you responding to a comment about the direction
by saying that the scene had been *written* that way. It'd be cool to
compare script to episode.

And a quick personal triumph: two coworkers watched Soul Hunter and came to
work the next day making jokes about "anus-head" and other hilarities.
They were over with some other friends a few nights ago and watched "And
the Sky Full of Stars" and left saying "And it's cool how the stories don't
seem to wrap up neatly at the end. And the costumes..." and so on.

One at a time, if I have to. One at a time.

Stephen
snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 12:06:55 GMT
From: jberry@brutus.ct.gmr.com (John Berry CT/90)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: More speculation on E/M war

Okay, I've seen SFOS, and have read several of the threads dealing with the
Earth/Minbari war, and I think I'm still missing a piece or two.

First of all, how long was the war? How much foreplay lead up to the
battle-of-the-line? Or was BOTL the entire war?

In one of the other threads, it was suggested that perhaps the Minbari
staged the entire war just to snatch Sinclair. But would the Grey Council
do that to their own people? Delenn, at least, seems too "advanced" to
condone needless suffering. Certainly not to her own people. Were there any
Minbari causalties in the war other than the first contact ship that was
destroyed (that started the whole thing)?

In Soul Hunter the doctor comments on Delenn's amazing ability to sustain
blood loss, and speculates that it may have been a key factor to the
Minbari success in the war. But then in SFOS it is appearent that, in
space, at least, Minbari technology is invincible. (If I recall correctly,)
the Minbari ships were completely untouched.

So WHEN did the Minbari sustain causalties? Were there ground battles where
the Minbari advantage was not so overwhelming? Or did Minbari space
technology gear up to the invincible level seen in SFOS during the earlier
course of the war (sort of like the Borg "adapting" to each new Federation
weapon)?

(I didn't manage to record SFOS, so maybe I remember it wrong. Did the
Minbari seem to be taking any hits?)

I guess what I'm trying to determine is: was the war sufficently costless
for the Minbari that the idea that it was staged by them for some covert
purpose to become tenable?

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 17:15:41 GMT
From: AGB001@acad.drake.edu (ParaPsykotic)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5 

mojo@netcom.com (Morris Jones) writes:
>Yes he did.  I just watched my tape of "Mind War" with some friends, and I
>may have a clue what he would change if he could.
>
>I bet he re-rendered the shuttle scene with Sinclair and Winters through
>the B5 interior.  In quite a lot of the scene, the lighting was badly
>mismatched inside and outside the shuttle.

Actually... I noticed that as we were watching it, BUT I don't think the
shuttle had 'windows' on the side of it. Therefore, the light would have
been strongest as the lights outside were at the front window (as that is
when the light is the strongest through the front window...) so I am not
positive, if anyone has this one tape, could you check. :)

As for which scene it could be... I am still thinking it was weird that
Sinclair knew that the PsiCop was in his mind... While the security guard
later in the episode who is 'probed' doesn't seem to notice, he just seems
phased a little...

>In any case, I'm anxiously looking forward to the repeat, to see if I can
>catch the switch, whatever it is.

I'm waiting too... :) Should we start a pool or something for which scene
it is.. :)

BUT what keeps bugging me is that ending scene, with the view in space from
the control room. (I'm not saying what happened so as not to give it
away...)  That keeps bothering me... Not sure why, but it does...

>I recall someone wondering about the bars of colored light going by while
>they were taking that trip.  It was always obvious to me - they're going
>past station stops on the rail.  The long tunnel is a little less obvious.
>Have they now passed outside the agriculture section and into something
>else?  Perhaps the alien sector?

They looked like stations as well... Something else I noticed the first
time around. (What does it take to become a professional at these things.
;)

Tony Bossaller
AGB001@acad.drake.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 06:09:23 GMT
From: rdawson@sebastian.business.carleton.ca (Ron Dawson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker *SPOILERS*

*SPOILERS*

After watching Deathwalker I can't help but wonder how Sinclair, Earth
Alliance and everyone else on Babylon-5 are going to treat the Vorlons from
now on.  While most, including Sinclair, may not have been all that
disappointed by the destruction of Deathwalker, surely the respective
governments of all would be concerned with how casually the Vorlons stepped
in and killed someone theoretically under the protection of Earth Alliance.

I'd be worried if I were Sinclair, especially given the other thread in
this episode.

I definitely liked this episode.  My only complaint is how the Minbari
underling spilled so much information to Sinclair.

Ron Dawson
rdawson@business.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 15:35:31 GMT
From: joeho@io.org (Joseph Ho)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: DeathWalker questions (minor spoilers)

SPOILERS

Deathwalker was a great episode.  I thought the DeathWalker character was
the best guest alien character since the Soul Hunter.  Her last bit of
dialogue near the end where she reveals the true nature of her offer was
absolutely chilling.  Very nice.

The mention of Earth's involvement with the League in the Dilgar war has
piqued my curiosity.  Until now I was under the impression that the only
war Earth was involved in was with the Minbari.  Are we going to learn more
about Earth's role in the Dilgar war?  How about giving us some more
background information in this?  ( If it doesn't spoil future episodes of
course ). Has Earth been involved in any other wars?

By the way, that character with the cyberbrain that was negotiating with
Kosh ( three edged sword ??  ), he can't possibly be a Vcr, he doesn't have
a flashing "12:00 am" :-).

Very nice episode.

Joseph Ho

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 20 Apr 1994      Volume 19 : Issue 281

Today's Topics:

	    Films - Upcoming Movies List & The Crow (8 msgs) &
                    Waterland & Star Trek VII (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 23:43:50 GMT
From: bdj@engr.uark.edu (Bryan D. Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Upcoming Movies List 4.12

This list can only be as accurate as you make it, so please email me any
additions and updates/corrections. If possible include the source of your
information. Don't expect a response from me through email if you're just
giving me some updates (You'll see that I got them in the next post). If
you say something that warrants a response, you'll get one. Please send
updates to my email address at the end of this note.  If you feel that you
have comments that might improve this list, please feel free to email them
to me at the address at the end of this note.  Please send questions
pertaining to what the movie is or about to the appropriate newsgroup. All
dates are US wide release dates.  -Bryan D. Jones (bdj@engr.uark.edu)

*note* The way to read the version is by translating the number on the left
       of the decimal to the coresponding month and the number on the right
       to a coresponding day ex: 4.12 means 12 April
        
*note* I am once again about to loose my NATO (National Association of
       Theater Owners) source.  If someone out there is willing to replace
       him please let me know.

 -Upcoming Films-   -221 Titles-  5 Updated and 0 New films since 3.31

- -1994-

15 Apr: Being Human, Cops and Robbersons, Desperate Remedies, Fresh, Holy
     Matrimony, Indian Warrior, Myth of the White Wolf, Just like a Woman,
     Naked in New York, Rapa Nui, Stoned Age, Surviving the Game, Trial by
     Jury
22 Apr: A Good Man in Africa, Bad Girls, Even Cowgirls Get the Blues, The
     Favor, The Inkwell, That's Entertainment III, When a Man Loves a Woman
29 Apr: Endless Summer II

06 May: Clean Slate, Corinna Corinna, Four Weddings and a Funeral, Hour of
     the Pig, Miami, Police Academy 7: Mission to Moscow, Prison Colony,
     Three Ninjas Kicking Back
13 May: Blue Sky, The Crow, The Innocent, There Goes My Baby, Trading Mom,
     Widow's Peak
20 May: Maverick
27 May: Beverly Hills Cop III, The Flintstones, It's Pat

Spring: Cartooned, The Muppet Treasure Island, Pet

03 Jun: The Cowboy Way
10 Jun: City Slickers II, Lassie, Natural Born Killers, Renaissance Man
17 Jun: Cop Tips Waitress, Crooklyn, Getting Even with Dad, "Me, Let's Hope
     I Make it"
24 Jun: Airheads, The Lion King(Animated), Milk Money, A Pure Formality,
     Wolf
01 Jul: Blown Away, The Shadow, True Lies, Wyatt Earp
08 Jul: North
15 Jul: Angels in the Outfield, Just in Time, Low Down Dirty Shame, Yellow
     Dog
22 Jul: Black Beauty, Exit to Eden, Forrest Gump, Little Big League, The
     Next Karate Kid, The River Wild
29 Jul: Camilla, The Client, Foreign Student, I Love Trouble
July  : Countermeasure, Twist of Fate

Summer: Oh The Places You'll Go

05 Aug: Blankman, The Mask, Time Cop
12 Aug: Clear and Present Danger, Last of the Dog Men, Troll in Central
     Park
August: Baby's Day Out, Boys on the Side, My Summer Story, Pee Wee Footbal,
     The Quick and the Dead, SFW, Speed, Summer Camp Story, Tall Tale

09 Sep: Into the Mouth of Madness
16 Sep: Princess Caraboo

07 Oct: Legends of the Fall

04 Nov: Frankenstein

Autumn: Annie and the Castle of Terror, Barcelona, Blackout, Dexterity, The
     DROP Squad, Ed Wood, Ghost and Mrs. Muir(remake), Gridiron Gang,
     Interview With The Vampire, It Happened in Paradise, The Land Before
     Time, Leon, Love Affair, Nobody's Fool, Old Friends, Pagemaster,
     Pancho's War, Pin Cushion, Pontiac Moon, Radioland Murders, The Saint,
     Snowballs, The Specialist, Star Trek VII, Terminal Velocity, The War,
     White Fang II

Decemb:  Batman III, Foundation, Godzilla (American), Spiderman

1994 : The Black Panther, Brutal Force, Crusade, The Lawnmowerman 2, Sinbad
     Tales, Tremors II

- -1995-
Decemb: Catwoman
1995  : Pocahontas (animated)

- -1995-2000-: Star Wars I, Star Wars II, Star Wars III

Here's a little key for the following section:
Done  - completed films that as of yet have no release dates.
Filmin- films that are casting or in pre-prod., production, or post-prod.
     that have no release dates.
Plannd- films that are currently planned or in development.
??????- this is the catch-all group where I put films that I have no
     confirmation on whether it is even planned or not.

Done  : 
Arizona Dream, Day of Atonement, The Hidden II, The New Age, Tales From the
Darkside: The Movie 2, Red Rock West, Slaughter of the Innocents

Filmin:  
Delores Clayborne, Don't Do It, Highlander III, House Party III, Mary
Reilly(A version of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde), Monolith, Silly Hillbillies on
Mars(animated), Tank Girl

Plannd: 
Alien 4, The American, Biker Mice from Mars(animated), Black, Blondie, Cat
Bone: The Return of Huckleberry Finn, Casper: the Friendly Ghost, Concrete,
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court, The Count of Monte
Cristo(remake), The Creature From the Black Lagoon(remake), Creepshow 3,
Dinotopia, Fantasia Continued, Flaming Carrot, The Fly III, Forbidden
Planet(remake), Forbidden Planet(sequel to remake), The The Good Doctor,
The Green Hornet, Guns and Roses, Harlot's Ghost, Hill Street Blues:The
Movie,Honey West, I Was a Teenage Werewolf(remake), The Invisible
Man(remake), The List of Seven, The Man in the Iron Mask(remake), The
Mangler, The Men in Black, Mortal Kombat, Mother Night, Naked Gun 4,
Nuclear Family, Paradise Junction, The Phantom, Plastic Man, The Postman, A
Princess of Mars, Private Lessons, Puff the Magic Dragon (Animated remake),
The Revenge of the Old Queen(2nd sequel to Rocky Horror), Richie Rich,
Santiago, Stars My Destination, The Stowaway to Mars, Stranger in a Strange
Land, The Talisman, The Texas Rangers, Thinner, Trancers VI(Video), The
Vampire Lestat, Village of the Damned (remake), War of the
Worlds(animated), Zone of Silence

??????: 
30 Wishes, Anything But Love, The Apostle, Auntie Mame, Badmen, Barefoot
Gen, Beauty, Billie's Song, Body Shot, The Brady Bunch, Coach, The Cool
Surface, The Crossing Guard, Cruel and Unusual, D'Artagnan, Damon, Davy
Crockett, Dead Reckoning, Dear Rosie, Deathstalker V, The Defective
Detective,Desperation Angel, Dial M for Monster, The Enchanted Cottage
(remake), Evening Star, Faithful, Family Prayers, Fences, First Knight,
Flash Gordon(remake), Fly by Night, Forty Thieves, Gang Land, The Gerry
Conlon Story, Glass Shadows, "Good Dog Carl", Hamlet(a pig not
Shakespeare), Heart Mountain, Higgins and Beech, "High Times Hard Times",
The Hunting Club, Hunting the Devil, In a Country of Mothers, Into the
Woods, Jack of Hearts, Jade, Joyride, Jungle Book (animatronic), Kings in
Disguise, The Lady Takes an Ace, Late Consequence: A Man and Two Women,
Lightning in a Bottle, The Little Rascals: Our Gang, The Lost City, A
Married Man and a Virgin, The Mayor of Castro Street, Midnight Ride, The
Mist, Mr. Magoo, The Munsters, The Music of Chance, Needles, The Neighbor,
Organic Future, Paper Hearts, Phantom of the Opera (remake), The Picture of
Dorian Gray(remake), Pinocchio(live-action), Prince Charming, The Rainbow
Warrior, Return to Mystic Pizza, The Secret Life of Walter Mitty (remake),
The Secret of Roan and Inish, Shanghai 1920, Slay the Dreamer, Song of the
Sea, Starwatcher, Stone Valley, Streat Fighter, Streetwise, Superman: The
New Movie, Swan Lake, Terry and the Pirates, A Thief of Time, The Three
Stooges, To Be an Outlaw, Tracker, Trouble Bound, The Vampire in Brooklyn,
Vanished, Waterworld, Who Discovered Roger Rabbit?, Without a Word, Yo
Alice!, Younger & Younger 

Bryan D. Jones
bdj@engr.uark.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 04:41:47 GMT
From: brendon@mindvox.phantom.com (Brendon M.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Crow

I just read a short brief about this flick in the new US magazine (Cindy
Crawford on cover).  This is the film that Brandon Lee got killing while
filming; crew members who have seen rough cuts say it is extremely spooky
to see the scene where Lee is shot multiple times...this is the scene that
caused his death and to see it on the screen is un-nerving, they say.

Anyhow, the film is described as a cross between the Terminator and A
Clockwork Orange...interesting to say the least. What is the plot?  Anyone
out there in Hollywood land know?  I am extremely interested to know, and
when will it be released?  Aparently the filmmakerrs decided to finish the
film with doubles in the wake of Lee's death; there's also a soundtrack
that's been released with the Cure, Nine Inch Nails, Jesus and Mary Chain
etc.

Any info is appreciated, please post here or email..either is fine.

Brendon Macaraeg
brendon@phantom.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 15:26:50 GMT
From: sraja@yamato.ctron.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: The Crow

   Just a little background:

The Crow is an undead vigilante who is getting revenge on a gang that
killed him and then raped and killed his girlfriend. Both were done in an
extremely ruthless fashion. It sounds somewhat boring in terms of story,
but if it follows the comics, it's a million times better and more complex
than the plot I gave would indicate. If it is done well I would think it
would be a highly controversial movie as well. I don't want to give out any
more of the story. For those interested, there is a trade paperback which
collects all the comics and runs about $15.00 I think.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 09:00:42 GMT
From: patricks@icebox.iceonline.com (Patrick Sauriol)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:The Crow movie

Brendan (and anyone else who's interested),
 
  "The Crow" was originally a comic book published back in the early
Eighties by a fellow named James O'Barr.  It was a black-and-white
independent comic book who's protagonist, The Crow, was a budding rock
musician deeply in love with his fiancee.  A lot of the book shows the
depth of the love between the two young adults, as well as this
clown-painted messiah of death called The Crow.  Over the course of the
mini-series, we learn that the two lovers were brutally attacked and
murdered upon a lonely stretch of road by a gang of lowlifes/drug pushers.
The man seems to return a year later on the anniversary of their deaths to
carry out justice to the gang members, while quoting some cool existential
stuff.
 
  There's a lot of depth to the book that just that.  While the story is
straight-forward, it REALLY hits you when you read it.  Because of the
power of O'Barr as a writer, you really feel like you know the two people
in love and you relate to their dreams and hopes for the future.  As well,
the savage attack by The Crow upon the thugs is exciting and convincing as
well.  It's not the average vigilante movie; the author wrote the graphic
novel after a serious loss of a loved one in his life, and it was an
attempt to place a face and an enemy for the rage one feels at the loss of
true happiness and how utterly brutal and without true justice the world
seems to be capable of.
 
  It makes a cool book.  Will it make a cool movie?  I sure hope so.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 15:09:36 GMT
From: enubf@csv.warwick.ac.uk (Paul Richard Hardy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Crow

Haven't seen any advance publicity in this country (Britain) yet but, I
know the comic pretty well, so I'm hoping for a good film. However, given
that it's American (which usually means Hollywood - apologies to the good
American filmmakers out there, but the majority of American films are crap)
I'm worried that it won't bring across something very obvious about the
comic - the poetry of it. Not just the fact that O'Barr quotes Rimbaud left
right and centre, but the story and artwork work along poetic lines, and
though it is violent, the violence is there as a dark counterpoint to the
Crow's memories of his dead girlfriend. It has a dark and awful majesty,
this violence; it is not the violence of Die Hard or Death Wish. Emotional
depth is not sacrificed to the body count; instead, it is explored all the
more deeply.

Just hoping that it doesn't turn out to be another Hollywood revenge
flick...

Paul Hardy
enubf@csv.warwick.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 22:28:47 GMT
From: woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Crow

I saw The Crow last month at a special preview for the World Horror
Convention here in Phoenix, Arizona. The movie was incredible and I cannot
wait until general release so that I can see it again! The basic plot is
similar to that of the comic, an up and coming young rock star and his
fiancee are brutally tortured and murdered by a gang of thugs. The powers
of the universe and the forces of love bring the young man (Eric) back from
the dead to avenge the crimes. The film deviates from the comic (I have not
read the comic but have heard lots from friends who have) in that it has a
streetwise waif on a skateboard and a cop who is busted for breaking the
rules to get the job done. Two tired cliches. These two "characters" are
involved with our hero to varying degrees during the story. I think that
this is the best movie that I have seen in a very long time and believe
that it will be a smash hit due to its multi-level appeal (modern music,
macabre Brandon Lee stuff, good story, violence).

That's That!

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 13:32:20 GMT
From: STU12E59@vm.uwp.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Crow

Just a touch more on The Crow. The cop in the film is played by Ernie
Hudson (from Ghostbusters). I always kind of liked him.
 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 02:41:03 GMT
From: nmbiba@students.wisc.edu (Seoman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Crow

Word on the street is that J. O'Barr is quite pleased with the movie.  Tell
me the last time you heard those words from an author when he's speaking of
a movie based on his work.  :-)

BTW, the soundtrack is out and it's also fantastic. The Cure do the 'theme'
track. The song fits the story perfectly... "Don't look, don't look, the
shadows breathe."

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 20:21:53 GMT
From: brendon@mindvox.phantom.com (Brendon M.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Crow

Greg_Tufaro@bunter.dartmouth.edu (Greg) writes:
> How did they complete the movie considering what happened to Brandon Lee
> anyway?

The filmmakers used doubles...if you can find the APril 19, 1993 People
magazine there is a good article on Brandon Lee's death..

Apparently he crew was overworked and thus overtired...mistakes get
made...or was it one...?

Anyway, Lee died on the 50th day of shooting...six days before filming was
to end.  Enough filming was done so that they could finish the film with
doubles.

Brendon Macaraeg
brendon@phantom.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 17:49:05 GMT
From: viper@skybridge.scl.cwru.edu (Pramod Kalapa)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Waterland

Just read in the latest issue of Entertainment Weekly that Kevin Costner's
next film "Waterland" is going into production in 2 months. It is budgeted
at around $60 million. The story is described as a "floating Road
Warrior"..  it is set on world covered by water.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 13:14:48 GMT
From: davidw@infi.net (David Wasserman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: STAR TREK VII Release date?

I have heard rumors that the shooting for STAR TREK VII began just recently
and will be released by the end of this year. Explain to me how the
producers and directors hope to do that. I was under the assumption that it
takes more than a year to get a film completed.

David

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 17:10:42 GMT
From: jrmureik@sciborg.uwaterloo.ca (Jonas Mureika  Newt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek VII Release Date?

>I have heard rumors that the shooting for STAR TREK VII began just
>recently and will be released by the end of this year. Explain to me how
>the producers and directors hope to do that. I was under the assumption
>that it takes more than a year to get a film completed.

  It is true that a movie generally takes over a year to complete,
especially if it is to be any good.  However, remember that the *filming*
itself is but a small portion of the overall production cycle.  In fact,
this is generally done as quickly as possible; the post production can take
at least 3 or 4 times as long as the shooting.  Also, there is much work
done before the shooting, as well, i.e. writing scripts, casting,
contracting FX people, etc...

   I agree, however, that the amount of time between now and Nov./Dec., the
tentative release date, is a bit too short for quality post prod. work.  It
seems kind of rushed.  If they can pull it off, though, so much the better.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

			Miscellaneous - Ansible 81

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Apr 94 09:23:29 GMT
From: ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk ("David Langford")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ansible 81

ANSIBLE 81
APRIL 1994

From DAVE LANGFORD, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU. Fax 0734
669914. ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk. _Ansible_ is
available for SAE or personal grovelling.

[Disclaimer: Each issue of ANSIBLE is designed for exquisite DTP in
multiple fonts. This text dump for CIX and Usenet looks awful. So it goes.
DRL]

SOU'WESTER. The 1994 British Eastercon saw the expected Hogarthian scenes
of desperate fun in the Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool. Attendance approached
800. Again your editor and his merry hacks produced the newsletter (_The
Adelphi Coracle_) and missed the convention itself, a hallowed fan
tradition which I think will have to stop.... Countless issues appeared,
John Dallman having hypnotized Gestetner Ltd into loaning a super
copyprinter. About the only item we censored was an explicit article on
`How To Have Sex With A Jacuzzi', although the Games mob seemed miffed when
a lengthy submission listing the zillions of treats they offered and ending
`In fact, about the only thing we don't have is Dungeons and Dragons' was
cut by ace copyeditor John Grant to: `_Trimmed To Fit Space_. The Games
Room doesn't have Dungeons and Dragons.' [] GoHs NEIL GAIMAN, DIANE DUANE
and PETER MORWOOD baffled the committee at dinner with an erudite
discussion of the works of J.P.Martin (_Uncle_ etc), while other GoH
BARBARA HAMBLY looked bemused. [] RAMSEY CAMPBELL offered handy writing
hints (`Think of the first line BEFORE you write it down') and insisted
that his new mega-collection _Alone with the Horrors_ is not about
baby-sitting. [] DIANA WYNNE JONES's appearance was much welcomed, but her
dread back pains returned and at 8:15am on Saturday morning I found her
dismally awaiting a taxi back to the station. (Commiserations.)  [] On 1
April the 21st birthday of VAT was celebrated, and on 4 April the 10th
birthday of _1984_'s opening scene. [] Following the Groucho Club `write a
novel in 24 hours' competition, eight volunteer lunatics each strove to
write one in 7 minutes (winner: Jane Killick). [] EVOLUTION won the 1996
Eastercon bidding with 124 votes, totally defeating two unfunny spoof bids
which got 10 votes between them; there were also 17 abstentions. []
SECURITY problems, curse of the Adelphi, seemed well handled by John
Harold's mysterious `stealth' techniques whose outward signs were pacing
corridors, issuing cute little burglar alarms and telling a really quite
boggling number of fans that they hadn't bothered to close their hotel-room
doors. [] EASTERCON AWARDS. Long Text: Clute/ Nicholls, _The Encyclopaedia
of SF_. Short Text: Eric Brown, `The Time- Lapsed Man'. Artwork: Stephen
Briggs & Terry Pratchett, _The Streets of Ankh-Morpork_. Dramatic: _The
Wasp Factory_ dramatization. [] BSFA AWARDS. Novel: Chris Evans, _Aztec
Century_. Short: Rob Holdstock & Garry Kilworth, `The Ragthorn'. Artwork:
Jim Burns for _Red Dust_ cover - Jim's 10th BSFA award, talented bugger.
Special Award (very popular, with a lengthy presentation speech read by
Iain Banks): _The Encyclopaedia of SF_. [] MORE AWARDS. Doc Weir for
general niceness: Tim Broadribb.  Phlosque (new award for notably and
noisomely _cute_ sf/fantasy art): Dave Mooring. Ken McIntyre (fan art):
Barbara Mascetti's Stratmann- wedding invitation design. [] THE ASTRAL
LEAUGE _[sic]_, most eldritch of elites, had one of its periodic revivals
at the ichor-spattered hands of Peter Weston (Occult Master of
Tunelessness), who led a revivalist chorus of Astral Hymns that efficiently
cleared half the main hotel lounge. [] FIX! The committee let slip that
`_Ansible_ had more Eastercon Award nominations than the rest of the Short
Text category put together; we decided you were ineligible 'cos you won it
last year.' Fair enough, boss. [] BOB SHAW reminisced: `When I was young we
couldn't afford drinks - we just chewed tar off the road.' [] JIM ORR of
Nimbus Info Systems proudly demonstrated the latest proof of the CD-ROM _SF
Encyclopaedia_, supposedly being finished at last _this very week!_ []
GAMMA bawled out entire bars full of tightfists like John Clute who failed
to be enticed by his amazing offer of the previously unpublished P.K.Dick
novel _Gather Yourselves Together_ at (thanks to a special US-airlift and
no-discount deal) #36.00 ... due in June. [] CHRIS BELL thanks `everyone
except Steve Jones' for being nice to her. [] DAVE LANGFORD's brain still
hurts. []

### CHILDREN OF THE DAMNED ###

POPPY Z.BRITE, the New Orleans dark-fantasy writer, went down well on her
early-March UK tour. `Intelligent, witty, humorous, sympathetic and good-
looking,' babbles _Chris Fowler_. `Poppy, on a Barbican Event panel with
Sybil Marshall (in feisty grandma mode) and Esther Freud, read a piece from
_Lost Souls_ which was pretty mild. When challenged as to why she didn't
gross out the Brits with any of a hundred more, er, explicit passages, she
explained her frantic round of promotional duties had left her "brain
dead". Her reading knocked spots off both her fellow writers - almost as
entertaining as the day's final session, where Howard Jacobson did his best
to offend the PC members of the audience while Beryl Bainbridge had
obviously dipped far too heavily into the hospitality bottles.... All
thanks to Penguin.'
   PAT CADIGAN's mysterious affliction of Progressive Syllable Loss means
(she confides) that following _Mindplayers, Synners_ and _Fools_ her next
novel has to be called _S_. After which....
   JOHN GRANT, famed for LONE WOLF game tie-in novels, is muttering about
Roc's `Shadowrun' game tie-in novel called ... _Lone Wolf_ (by Nigel
Findley). Luckily Findley's style is decidedly fragging different from
Grant's, making fragging endless fragging use of one fragging adjective. Or
fragging participle.
   CECELIA HOLLAND continues the `William James' saga: `I have now read
most of the SUNFALL trilogy and am convinced this guy sat there with my
books open next to him on the table while he "wrote" his. He also
plagiarized parts of _The Earl_ (in England it was titled _A Hammer for
Princes_) and _Great Maria_. (Both books, being set in Medieval Europe,
rely, oh, really heavily, you know, on _The Secret History of the
Mongols_.) In fact I think he had at a lot of people, such as Dorothy
Dunnett, as well as me. But me mostly.' [] _Later:_ `The _[New York]_
Authors Guild has read the evidence I gave them for my case of plagiarism
against William James and they saw the case is very strong. You can publish
that letter now, and I hope you do.' Glad to oblige....
   ROBERT SHEA died of cancer on 10 March. He's best remembered for co-
writing ILLUMINATUS! with Robert Anton Wilson (still with us, despite a
tiresome Internet death hoax a week earlier).
   WHITLEY STRIEBER is not mentioned this issue, but just wait.
   GENE WOLFE thinks `I ought to explain why Charlesen Brown is mad at me,
since I'm the only one who cares. It all began (and ended) at the World
Fantasy Convention banquet. Harlan Ellison got the Grand Master award, and
I complained, mentioning that I was older and a better writer.  (Both
true.) He reciprocated by awarding me his trophy, saying (and I quote),
"You want it? Here, take it!" [] Naturally I joined the winners who were
posing for pictures. Out of deference to the sensibilities of history, I
held my thumb over Harlan's name. At no time did I claim to be Harlan
Ellison no matter what Charlesen may print. Naturally, I appear in all the
news photos of the event. That, as I think you will agree, is only right
and just. Harlan's trophy - I gave it back, having been reminded that it
is properly presented at the end of the recipient's career - appears in
the pictures too, and it should be easy to take out my face and substitute
his. We look very much alike, except that Harlan is handsome. [] This is
the truth. I have done nothing wrong....'

### CONTECK ###

29 Apr - 2 May [] UFP 94 (_Trek_), Britannia Int'l Hotel, London
Docklands. Contact 61 Scotchill, Coventry, CV6 2EW.
     6-8 May [] VIRTUAL FUTURES: A PHILOSOPHICAL CONFERENCE, Univ of
Warwick. With surprise return of Pat Cadigan (`Goddess and Professional
Burden') after reportedly being, along with Bruce Sterling, the only
non-boring feature of the March ICA thingy. #10 reg, #12 after 30 Apr.
Contact CRPL, Dept of Philosophy, Univ of Warwick, Coventry, CV4 7AL.
     20-22 May [] MEXICON 6 (`The Party'), Hertford Park Hotel,
Stevenage. #9.50 reg. #19.50 twin/dbl, #22.50 sngl. Contact 121 Cape
Hill, Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands, B66 4SH.
     26-9 May [] EUROCON, Timisoara, Romania. #15 reg. Optional `7-day
advance tour of historic Transylvania'. Contact Bridget Wilkinson, 17
Mimosa, 29 Avenue Rd, Tottenham, N15 5JF. In a fit of Romegalomania the
organizers are now said to have wangled UNESCO funding ... tomorrow, the
Worldcon?
     27-30 May [] INCONCEIVABLE (humour/sf), Tudor Court Hotel, Draycott,
near Derby. Now #25 reg. Contact 12 Crich Ave, Littleover, Derby, DE23
6ES. Giggle! Titter!
     22-24 Jul [] DIMENSION JUMP (_Red Dwarf_), Angel Hotel, Northampton.
#25 reg to 1 Jun, then #30. Send `two stamps' to Garden Cottage, Hall
Farm, Scottow, Norwich, NR10 5DF.
     4-5 Mar 95 [] MICROCON 15, Exeter Univ. Details to follow.
     26-9 Jul 95 [] THE TIME MACHINE:, H.G.Wells Soc centenary symposium,
Imperial College, London. Titles/abstracts of proposed papers to Hon Sec,
HGW Soc, English Dept, Nene College, Moulton Park, Northants, NN2 7AL (by
31 Oct 94).
     5-8 Apr 96 [] EVOLUTION (Eastercon), Metropole Hotel, Brighton. GoHs
Vernor Vinge, Colin Greenland, Bryan Talbot, Jack Cohen. (Jack babbled
at Easter that he'd had no idea he was a GoH, but later remembered
agreeing. `Like many brilliant men Jack's memory for what he's doing in
the midrange future is a bit tenuous.' [PMcM]) #20 reg. Room rates said
to be still under negotiation. Contact 13 Lindfield Gdns, Hampstead,
London, NW3 6PX.
     _Rumblings_ [] The _Faan Awards_, scheduled for revival at CORFLU
NOVA (USA), have been dropped again owing to fandom's invincible apathy.
[AG] [] The Scottish Convention: following Maureen Speller's and Paul
Kincaid's anguished denial of rumours about the Serious Literary
programming (`We are not, repeat not, running it ...'), _Ansible_ is
delighted to announce that it will be run by Paul Kincaid and Maureen
Speller (`I am well aware of the fact that we are mad taking this on').

### INFINITELY IMPROBABLE ###

WHO HE? Galaxy-famous fantasy hack Robert Jordan began life as Jim Rigney;
the celebrated (_Ansible, passim_) William James of SUNFALL is said to be
really James William Bell; but who lurks behind the mask of gossip
columnist Eva D.Fanglord?
   _CRITICAL WAVE_, the UK newsletter by which others are judged, was
recently mailed out late owing to lack of funds - too few people
resubscribed on time. Martin Tudor now promises a swift return to schedule,
adding that he's awesomely cut _CW_ debts from nearly #4000 to #1000+ in
the last 2 1/2 years. (`The time I've been in work - funny coincidence.')
   _STAR TREK_ NEWS: `KIRK SPLIT ON HOMOSEXUALITY', says this headline from
the Catholic mag _The Tablet_, and, er.... [MP] [] _Sociology of Religion_
(55:1, 1994) features `Star Trek Fandom as a Religious Phenomenon', by
Michael Jindra: `Star Trek fandom involves a sacralization of elements of
our culture, along with the formation of communities with regularized
practices that include a "canon" and a hierarchy. Star Trek fandom is also
associated with a popular stigma, giving fans a sense of persecution and
identity common to active religious groups.' Visions of stigmata in the
numinous shape of Starfleet insignia....
   C.O.A. _Ken Brown_, 108 Sandrock Road, Lewisham. _Mog Decarnin_, 521
N.Sweetzer Ave #1, West Hollywood, CA 90048-2641, USA. _Steven McDonald_,
70 Greenfield Road, Essex Junction, Vermont 05452-3922, USA. _Barbara &
Hugh Mascetti_, 12 Chesnut Way, Takeley, Herts, CM22 6RW. _Paul Williams_,
PO Box 231155, Encinitas, CA 92023, USA. ALSO: `_Dave Wood_ joins
Grandfather Fandom - Louie Henry Wood _b._3 April!'
   _FIRE AND WATER_, HarperCollins's sf newsletter, `is undergoing a
radical rethink. The reason for this is that copies were not going out of
bookshops as had been the original intention. So a new, revamped edition is
forecast.' Real books which suffer this problem just get dumped.
   SQUATTERS' RIGHTS. Following the row between descendants of Lucy Maud
Montgomery and the politicians on Prince Edward Island, Canada, who claim
intellectual property rights to _Anne of Green Gables_ because the province
is integral to the novel ... _Steve Green_ remarks: `No doubt Liverpool
City Council is already contacting Ramsey Campbell, while the population of
Narnia will be eager for a slice of _Shadowlands_.'
   CORRECTIONS. _A79:_ the Wrigley/Cross `Best of Lionel Fanthorpe' won't
appear until Summer 1995. [] _A80:_ in _Samhain_ vs. Unspeakable Local
Press, `Woodcraft Folk group' should read just `playgroup'. [] _Jonathan
Cowie: an Apology._ We are very sorry about Jonathan Cowie.
   GOOD BITS. `She knew how to embroider and milk a cow.' - Connie Willis,
_Doomsday Book_. `He lifted her tee-shirt over her head. Her silk panties
followed.' - Peter Hamilton, _Mindstar Rising_.
   ALMOST CENSORED! I rather hoped to give the vexed subject of Harlan
Ellison a rest, but _Dan Steffan_ is made of sterner stuff: `On a recent
episode of the Sci-Fi (gag) Channel show "Sci-Fi Buzz", Harlan (their
weekly crabby commentator) took a camera crew into his house and showed
them the scene of his earthquake nose-break, accompanied by his out-of-
breath running description of the events - we saw the staircase he tumbled
from, the books (now piled on a pool table) that fell from their shelves
and the ominously empty spot that once held a framed bit of artwork that
nearly ended his career when it leapt from the wall, straight for HE's
head. It was just like watching Oswald get shot or seeing the Shuttle
explode.' [] Chris Priest's _The Last Deadloss Visions_ has its first trade
publication in May from Fantagraphics ($6.95), tastefully retitled _The
Book on the Edge of Forever._ In lieu of an enthusiastic Ellison jacket
blurb, a huge drawing of him dominates the cover. Brits can obtain CP's own
revised edition directly from him at 32 Elphinstone Rd, Hastings, E.Sussex,
TN34 2EQ ... #7.50 post free.

### NASTY TALES ###

We had some response to Paul Barnett's _A80_ rant about West Country
newspaper hounding of John Gullidge and _Samhain_ for no apparent reason
other than to give a spurious `local' angle on video-nasty prosecutions in
remote parts of Britain. Both papers were faxed in advance so they could
comment: the _Western Morning News_ remains dumb, but Rachael Campey of the
Exeter _Express & Echo_ eventually wrote to say our piece was offensive
(`It was, and justifiably so' - Paul Barnett) and inaccurate (no details
offered), and furthermore that the _E&E_ was by no means a sensationalist
tabloid. To demonstrate this, and perhaps to show John Gullidge just what
they can do to anyone who offends by making a complaint, the _E&E_ ran a 30
March story based on the shock horror news that a mother withdrew her child
from JG's playgroup some weeks earlier ... i.e., as a result of the paper's
own initial smear. The drift, despite glowing testimonials from co-workers,
children and parents, was that JG is unfit to be an assistant playgroup
leader thanks to involvement with a well-regarded horror movie review mag.
QED.
   PAUL BARNETT is pondering a _SAMHAIN_BALLS fund (remember MJ-BALLS?)
which could raise money for legal action to shut up the _E&E_ before it
succeeds in its apparent goal of losing John Gullidge his job. All
tentative so far: write to 17 Polsloe Rd, Exeter, Devon, EX1 2HL if you'd
like to be kept informed. _Ansible_ will pass on any e-mail enquiries.
   SIMON GREEN was `shocked ... but not surprised. I got raided by the fuzz
myself last year. Two plain-clothes officers turned up asking for me. They
showed a warrant card that looked like something had been chewing on it....
[] Somewhere up North they'd arrested a video dealer for selling
porno/pirate videos. When they checked his mailing list, they found my
name. He'd been advertising rare horror stuff (at least a year before), and
I'd ordered something. The fuzz were convinced it was porn, and demanded
that I hand it over. "Your parents needn't know, just give us the tape. We
don't want to come back with a search warrant." [] So I showed them my
video collection, which was and is rather large, and all of it kosher. They
went through every title. It took over an hour of hard talking to convince
them I wasn't the porn king of Bradford-on-Avon. [] Now, they were never
rude or intimidating, but they had come to my house convinced that I was
guilty. None of that "presumed innocent" crap. I found the whole thing
rather upsetting.' []

Ansible 81 (c) Dave Langford, 1994. Thanks to Jane Barnett, Paul `Thog'
Barnett, Chris Bell, Simon Bradshaw, John Clute, John Dallman, Chris `Not
The Novelist, The Other One' Fowler, Abigail `Shouting at people is what I
live for!' Frost, Neil Gaiman, Alexis Gilliland, Rob Hansen, Robert
Lichtman, Pat McMurray, Janice Murray, Teresa Nielsen Hayden, Marion
Pitman, Jilly Reed, Sou'Wester, Gary & Linda Stratmann, Usenet, Jan van't
Ent.

7 Apr 94

David Langford
ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Miscellaneous - ConFrancisco (3 msgs) & ConAdian &
                            Science Fiction Foundation Collection &
                            Clarinet's 1993 Hugo and Nebula Anthology
                            Eastercon (3 msgs) & Balticon & Minicon

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 06:17:43 GMT
From: k.standlee@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ConFrancisco Mails Membership Reimbursements

PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  Kevin Standlee (916-674-1021)

CONFRANCISCO MAILS MEMBERSHIP REIMBURSEMENTS

ConFrancisco, the 1993 World Science Fiction Convention, mailed membership
reimbursements totaling more than seventy thousand dollars to all program
participants, committee, staff, and qualifying volunteers in a series of
mailings on April 6, 7, and 11.

Members who volunteered sixteen or more hours, participated as staff or
committee, or took part in ConFrancisco's programming were mailed a check
reimbursing their membership.  Reimbursements were for the amount shown in
ConFrancisco's files as how much the member paid for his or her membership.
Because of the uncertain condition of the convention's early records, it
was not possible to determine how much many of the first thousand or so
members paid (possibilities were $32, $44, or $50).  Because of the
confusion, ConFrancisco paid a $50 reimbursement to all qualifiying members
for whom they couldn't determine the exact membership payment.  Checks were
mailed by first class mail from the San Francisco Bay Area.

According to ConFrancisco Committee Treasurer Ben Miller, ConFrancisco paid
the following reimbursments:

  Program Participants        $35,290
  Volunteers/Staff/Cmtee       28,925
  Both                          6,115
                              --------
  Total                       $70,330

The "Both" category includes those members who would have qualified for
reimbursement either as a program participant or as a
volunteer/staff/committee member.

ConFrancisco was able to fully reimburse program participants, volunteers,
staff, and committee because attendance, particularly single-day attendees,
was higher than expected, leaving the convention with a larger-than-
anticipated surplus.

After paying reimbursements, reserving restricted funds, and budgeting for
known future expenses, ConFrancisco has a remaining surplus of
approximately $18,000, which is about 2.5% of the convention's total
revenue.

ConFrancisco plans to pass along at least $3,000 to each of the next three
Worldcons (ConAdian, Intersection, and LA Con III) once each organization
has complied with the appropriate reporting requirements for such
donations.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 06:19:23 GMT
From: k.standlee@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ConFrancisco Committee Dissolved, '97 Westercon Bid Formed

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Kevin Standlee (916-674-1021)

 CONFRANCISCO COMMITTEE DISSOLVED;
 Corporate Parent Establishes "Caretaker" Committee,
 Authorizes Westercon Bid, Other Projects

The ConFrancisco Committee, which organized and operated ConFrancisco, the
1993 World Science Fiction Convention, was official discharged by its
corporate parent, San Francisco Science Fiction Conventions, Inc. at
SFSFC's semi-annual regular Board of Directors meeting on Sunday, April
10th, 1994.

The ConFrancisco Committee, formally known in corporate records as the
"Standing Worldcon Operating Committee," informed the Board that they had
mailed membership reimbursements to all qualifying members, and recommended
that the Committee be discharged and the remaining responsibilities of
ConFrancisco be turned over to a smaller committee.  The Board accepted the
recommendation, discharging the ConFrancisco Committee and establishing an
"Asset Reallocation & Management Committee."  Corporate President Tom
Whitmore appointed Wilma Meier to serve as the first "ARM Chair."  Members
of the Board congratulated ConFrancisco Operating Committee Chairman David
W. Clark as finally being able to join the order of _former_ Worldcon
Chairs.

At the same meeting, the SFSFC Board established a committee to bid for,
and if selected, plan and run the 1997 West Coast Science Fantasy
Conference (Westercon 50).  This committee, chaired by Crickett Fox, is
researching sites in the San Jose and San Francisco Airport areas, and
plans to hold a formal kickoff party at Westercon 47 in Los Angeles this
July.

The SFSFC Board also authorized an existing "Future Worldcon Study
Committee" (currently studying the feasibility of another Worldcon bid for
the Bay Area in 2002 or later) to organize a small conrunning conference
later this year (probably late September or early October) in the Bay Area.
Envisioned as a local version of SMOFcon, the conrunners convention, this
convention, tentatively titled "ConStruction," will be chaired by Kevin
Standlee.  Full details of the conference will be announced at BayCon '94
in San Jose the last weekend of May.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 07:16:32 GMT
From: jmaasen@netcom.com (John J. Maasen III)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ConFrancisco Mails Membership Reimbursements

  I must say that I was very plesantly supprised when I came home from work
today and found a check from ConFrancisco in my mail.  I truly thought that
there was not going to be any reinbursment for the work done at the Con.  I
want to thank ConFrancisco and say I was happy to be a part of such a great
Con.  This will come in handy (especially after paying those @#&*!!!
taxes).  Looking forward to seeing many of you at Baycon and other future
Cons :-)

jmaasen@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Mar 94 20:20:50 GMT
From: lucas@cc.umanitoba.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ConAdian (WorldCon 1994) Internet Information Desk

We are pleased to announce the World Wide Web / anonymous ftp information
centre for ConAdian.  Most of the information in the latest Progress Report
(#5) is on-line.  The information here will be updated regularly as
planning for the con progresses.  Non-members (not-YET-members!)  welcome!

If you have a WWW browser, the URL is:
ftp://ftp.cc.umanitoba.ca/pub/conadian/conadian.html

If you can do anonymous ftp, connect to ftp.cc.umanitoba.ca.  The index is
/pub/conadian/README.txt ; the files are in /pub/conadian/text/ .

Please send comments or questions about this site to me,
Brian_Lucas@umanitoba.ca.  Questions about the convention may be sent to me
or to conadian@genie.geis.com.

Brian Lucas                  
Brian_Lucas@UManitoba.ca

------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 12:11:54 GMT
From: asawyer@liverpool.ac.uk (Mr A.P. Sawyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Science Fiction Foundation Collection

THE SCIENCE FICTION FOUNDATION COLLECTION

Librarian/Administrator: Andy Sawyer
Sydney Jones Library, PO Box 123, LIVERPOOL L69 3DA, U.K.

Tel. 051 794 2733/2696
email: asawyer@liverpool.ac.uk

The Science Fiction Foundation Collection, formerly at the University of
East London, is now at the above address.

The Collection - the research library of the Science Fiction Foundation -
is the largest collection of material relating to SF in the UK, and is well
established as a major resource centre in the field. It has regularly
attracted researchers from all over the world, and welcomes enquiries from
potential visitors.

The Science Fiction Foundation was created in 1970 with Arthur C. Clarke
and Ursula Le Guin as patrons. Its purpose - to promote the study of sf, to
investigate and promote the use of sf in education and to make available
facilities to students and others undertaking research into science
fiction. Its library has been built up over the years thanks to the
generosity of writers, publishers and fans who have donated books and
funds. This collection now consists of some 25,000 books and magazines in
the fields of sf, fantasy and horror. This is supplemented by an extensive
stock of critical works, both books and journals, and a number of special
collections in its care. This includes the library of the British Science
Fiction Association, the Myers Collection of Russian sf, and a growing
collection of manuscripts deposited on loan by their authors.

The Collection shares premises with the Olaf Stapledon archive, and in its
own right contains manuscript material and working papers of many major
authors.

USING THE COLLECTION
The Collection is a research library and use is for reference only.
However, we do not confine our services to students and academics: visitors
are welcome. It is not always possible, though, to use the Collection on a
casual visit. Please contact the Librarian/Administrator beforehand.

DONATIONS
The Collection welcomes donations of all kinds of material to do with SF
and related literatures. In particular, we need to build up our stock of
critical works and audio-visual material, and would also welcome anything
to do with writers with a Liverpool or Merseyside collection.

REVIEW COPIES
Publishers of Science Fiction and SF-related material should please send
publicity material and review copies for "Foundation" magazine to the
Reviews Editor, Colin Greenland c/o the Science Fiction Foundation at the
Liverpool address. Please ensure, however that packages are clearly marked
"For review".  We would be most grateful for donations of current material
for the Science Fiction Foundation Collection. It is the aim of the
Collection to become a deposit collection for SF material, and we would
urge small- press editors or convention organisers to consider sending
copies of current material for our archives.

M.A. COURSE
***From October 1994 the University of Liverpool will run a full-time MA
course in Science Fiction Studies. The course will include the study of
topics such as Utopias, SF and the Cold War, and SF and Gender, as well as
a study of a special author (currently Philip K Dick).  Students will also
be required to undertake a supervised individual dissertation, of 15,000
words, on a subject of their choice. For further enquiries, contact Dr
David Seed, English department, PO Box 147, Liverpool L69 3BX, UK.

***"FOUNDATION: THE REVIEW OF SCIENCE FICTION" is edited by Dr.  Edward
James, University of York, The King's Manor, York YO1 2EP.  (Telephone
number 0904-433915, email EJ1@vax.york.ac.uk). It is published three times
a year by the Science Fiction Foundation, with the help of the Friends of
Foundation. FOUNDATION is available c/o New Worlds, 71-72 Charing Cross
Road, London WC2H 0AA, UK.  Individual subscriptions within the UK cost
#10.50 (three numbers).  For details of institutional/rates and
subscriptions outside the UK and Ireland, and back numbers, please email
Andy Sawyer or contact Foundation via New Worlds.

FRIENDS OF FOUNDATION
***The Friends of Foundation supports and aids the Science Fiction
Foundation. Its fundraising activities help purchase new materials and
equipment for the collection. For further information, membership,
contributions and offers of help, please contact Rob Meades, 75 Hecham
Close, Walthamstow, London E17 5QT, UK.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 11:50:32 GMT
From: dac@prolix.apana.org.au (Andrew Clayton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Hugo and Nebula Anthology, 1993, CD. (SF)

I just acquired Clarinet's Hugo and Nebula Anthology 1993 CD.  I got the
'specially crippled' version, which has the stuffed up Windows front end,
for the special price of $US19.95, instead of the regular $US29.95 that
Brad Templeton's company charges for the 'working' version of this disk.

It has megabytes of very good books on on it.  Two of them I've already
read: From the Hugo novel nominations, Vernor Vinge's _A Fire Upon the
Deep_ [one of the best books I've read this year], and Connie Willis
_Doomsday Book_ [which I got bogged down in, my partner reckons is rather
bloody later on].  There is also John Varley's _Steel Beach_ [which has a
$A20 pricetag in Oz], and Kim Stanley Robinson's _Red Mars_, two books
which I've been meaning to acquire.  That doesn't include all of the
novelettes, novella's and short stories.  Just about everything that was
nominated is on the CD in both 'rich text format' and plain ASCII text.

As well as the books, there are full colour JPEG's of the artwork
nominations.  Michael Whelan is just the best cover artist in the business,
and two of his works are presented.  There are other works of equal skill,
and even viewed in 800*600 monochrome [on my clapped out PC at work], they
look great.  When I finally get a CDROM drive for my Amiga, I'll be able to
view the JPEG's in the original 32,000 colour wonder.

Then there is the Rec Humour Funny archives for 1991, 1992 and 1993, the
TeleJokeBooks organised into various types of humour, ranging from
'Computer oriented' to 'Nasty'.  The SF Lovers archives for the decade
79-89, a whole swag of program lists for Red Dwarf, Outer Limits, Blakes
Seven, and a dozen other vaguely SF TV serials.

There's all the fannish stuff in there, for the SF Fans to drool over [some
of the artwork is nifty], and a whole load of stories from fans who aspire
to be authors.

I got the disk this morning, and spent the entire day at work farting
around with it [heck, our project deadline is this Thursday!  No problemo!
:-)]

I heartily recommend this disk.  It's worth the price for the books alone.

WARNING: If you get this disk, DO NOT read the 'annotations' for _A Fire
Upon The Deep' unless you've already read the book before.  They're
interesting to read when you're on your second read of the book, but they
give everything away if you're on your first pass.

David Andrew Clayton
dac@prolix.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 14:07:29 GMT
From: ses@tipper.oit.unc.edu (Simon E Spero)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Eastercon (UK) reports?

Any reports on how the Eastercon went? I kind of made up for being on the
wrong side of the ocean by accidentally bludering into Norwescon in Seattle
(first time I've ever had a suit with me at a con).  Most amazing thing was
seeing a large bunch of 'merkins laughing at parts of "Noel's house party".
It's Noel Edmunds, guys. You don't have to laugh.

Simon

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 18:22:53 GMT
From: Mike@moose.demon.co.uk (Mike Scott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Eastercon (UK) reports?

Well, it was an Eastercon.  There's a kind of conservation law which states
that all Eastercons in the same hotel are basically the same con, so if you
were at Follycon or Eastcon you'll have the general idea.

Good atmosphere, reasonably well organised, good guests, low-key but
draconian security prevented a recurrence of the theft problems from 1990,
many interesting programme items most of which I missed, excellent con
newsletter (hello Dave).  And live-action Lemmings too.

The right (only serious) bid for 1996 won, so we're all back to the
Brighton Metropole in 1996.  You can start panicking now.

Mike Scott
Mike@moose.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 13:13:09 GMT
From: jvte@cs.few.eur.nl (Jan van 't Ent)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Eastercon (UK) reports?

Well, I've been there, and enjoyed it a lot; I know it was Easter, and it
definitely was a con, but I didn't get to see all that much of it, so I
don't know how much you'd appreciate my "full report" of spending lots of
time in the newsroom (wonderful place with enchanted equipment and all
sorts of people wandering in with odd bits of news or just looking for a
place to chat) and missing a lot of wonderful programme items (I'd have
loved to see some of the science items, and at least a few readings, and
more of the guests - Duane, Gaiman, and Hambly seemed very nice and very
interesting).  I may yet type in a fannish sort of report though...

Jan

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 14:56:00 GMT
From: humphrey@heasrc.gsfc.nasa.gov (Suzan Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Balticon...after the fact

I went to Balticon, but I haven't been on news since.  I just wanted to say
that it is a shame.  This is the first con I've been to on the east coast
in a long while, and I am amazed at how poorly run it was.  Their
advertised costs changed at the desk, getting information was like pulling
teeth, schedules were wangled and played with.

Not a good experience, and not one I think I want to repeat.  Are all cons
going down hill?

By the bye, I was priviledged to personally talk with Frederick Pohl,
Mercedes Lackey, Larry Dixon and Nancy Springer.  The GUESTs were GREAT!

Sue
humphrey@rosserv.gsfc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 19:19:09 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Balticon...after the fact

humphrey@heasrc.gsfc.nasa.gov (Suzan Humphrey) writes:
> Not a good experience, and not one I think I want to repeat.  Are all
> cons going down hill?

   Minicon was wonderful, same weekend, 3200 attendees.  I personally saw
nothing wrong, Charles (chair of concom) seemed quite pleased when I talked
to him Saturday night (actually 3:30 Sunday morning).  I did hear of a few
problems, but nothing major.
   Jack Williamson got a standing ovation after Joel Rosenberg's wonderful
introduction.  Hard to believe the man has been writing and selling SF
since 1928.  Is anyone else still writing who wrote SF that long ago?  I
highly doubt it.
   I got to listen to Steven Brust play guitar and drums and sing, and I
got to listen to Emma Bull and Lorraine Garland perform as Flash Girls.
   I also got to meet many more Mpls fen (what a great group) and a bunch
of Winnipeg fen.  All in all a simply wonderful weekend.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		    Miscellaneous - ConAdian (4 msgs) &
                                    Early SF

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Mar 94 07:16:07 GMT
From: standlee@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ConAdian Hotels

CONADIAN HOTEL INFORMATION
 
Note the following information about the headings below:
 
Hotel Name and Rooms Blocked: With a few exceptions, there are more rooms
 in this hotel than we have blocked, and if necessary, we can expand our
 block there.  For instance, we've only blocked 200 of the 408 rooms in the
 Holiday Inn, and while we can't book _all_ the rooms, if there is
 sufficient demand, we'll go back to our hotels and ask for more rooms.
 
Room Rates: Rates are in Canadian dollars.  For a rule-of-thumb conversion
 to US dollars, subtract 25%.  Room rates do not include the 7% Provincial
 Sales Tax and 7% Goods & Services Tax (total 14% room taxes).  If you're
 coming from outside Canada, obtain a GST/PST refund form from your hotel.
 After you get home, send in the refund form along with your hotel receipts
 (and any other receipts for tangible goods you bought in Canada and took
 out of Canada--sorry, meals don't count, but sales-to-members merchandise
 does).  After processing the form, the Canadian government will send you a
 check (for US residents) drawn in US funds on a US bank refunding the tax
 you paid.
 
Parking Rates: This is how much it will cost you, per day, to park your car
 in the hotel garage or parking lot.  If "free", parking is included in the
 room rate.
 
Room types: Sgl=Single=1 person/1 bed.  Double=2 people/1 bed.  Twin=2
 people/2 beds.  D/T=Double/Twin have same rate.  Trpl=Triple=3 people/2
 beds.  Quad=4 people/2 beds.
 
Credit Cards: AMEX=American Express. MCVI=MasterCard & Visa. DCER=Diners
 Club/En Route.  DISC=Discover.
 
NonSmoking/Handicap'd Rooms: The number marked "n/s" is how many non-
 smoking rooms are available.  The number marked "h/a" is how many
 specially- equipped handicapped-accessible rooms are available.
 
Hospitality Areas: The Place Louis Riel and the Sheraton are designated as
 "Hospitality Areas" for specific groups such as Worldcon bidders and other
 theme groups to host their hospitality presentations.
 
[The hotel industry is increasingly reluctant to use the word "party,"
because it conjures up images of massive destruction to hotel property.
What SF fans generally call a party is not the same thing the hotels think
of when we use the term; therefore, we can't call these hotels "party
hotels."  The thing you host in your hotel room to promote your
bid/con/club/whatever is a "hospitality function" in a "hospitality
hotel."]
 
Due to the layout of these hotels, these hospitality functions are spread
out through various floors of the hotels.  Because of the resulting traffic
and converstation spill-over, these hotels cannot be designated "quiet,"
although we will attempt to establish "quiet floors" in them.
 
Quiet Hotels: The Carlton Inn and the Quality Inn have been designated as
 official Quiet Hotels.  The Carlton is where many of the ConAdian staff
 will be staying.  The Quality Inn's building is shared with a senior's
 residence.  If you plan to have a lot of your friends visiting your room
 for coffee, conversation, etc., you'd best not book your rooms here.
 [Also note that most hospitality functions are going to be in the Sheraton
 and the PLR; if you insist on holding a gathering in any other hotel, we
 may not be able to protect you from the hotels.]
 
 
 Hotel Name and |Room Rates |Parking|Credit|Child Free|NonSmoking|Check In |
 Rooms Blocked  |           | Rates |Cards |in Parents|Handicap'd|Check Out|
                |           |       |      |  Room?   |   Rooms  |  Times  |
 ===============+===========+=======+======+==========+==========+=========+
 Carlton Inn    | $67 all   | Free  | AMEX | 18 years | 31 n/s   | 3:00 PM |
                |           |       | DCER | and under|  0 h/a   | 1:00 PM |
 109 rooms      |           |       | MCVI |          |          |         |
 ---------------+-----------+-------+------+----------+----------+---------+
 MOTOR HOTEL.  Located across the street from the Convention Centre / Some |
 kid-con programming scheduled here / DESIGNATED QUIET HOTEL / Many staff  |
 and volunteers staying here. / Outdoor pool and sauna / good inexpensive  |
 restaurant.                                                               |
 ===============+===========+=======+======+==========+==========+=========+
 Charter House  | Sgl  $65  | Free  | AMEX | 18 years | 20 n/s   | 3:00 PM |
                | D/T   70  |       | DCER | and under|  2 h/a   | Noon    |
 75 rooms       | Trpl  75  |       | DISC |          |          |         |
                | Quad  80  |       | MCVI |          |          |         |
 ---------------+-----------+-------+------+----------+----------+---------+
 MOTOR HOTEL. Located 1 blcok from Convention Centre. / Video Programming  |
 here. / Good location to access Convention Centre front doors. / outdoor  |
 pool. / Excellent restaurant.                                             |
 ===============+===========+=======+======+==========+==========+=========+
 Days Inn       | Sgl  $58  | Free  | AMEX | 17 years | 23 n/s   | 3:00 PM |
 Marlborough    | D/T   65  |       | DCER | and under|  0 h/a   | 1:00 PM |
                | Trpl  72  |       | MCVI |          |          |         |
 125 rooms      | Quad  79  |_______|      |          |          |         |
                | 1Bed Suite $125   |      |          |          |         |
 ---------------+-----------+-------+------+----------+----------+---------+
 HOTEL. Located 5 1/2 blocks from Convention Centre. / Old World Elegance. |
 Various sized and types of room. / good cafe and excellent restaurant.    |
 ===============+===========+=======+======+==========+==========+=========+
 Delta Winnipeg | Sgl  $90  | $6.50 | AMEX | 18 years | 169 n/s  | 3:00 PM |
                | D/T   90  |  per  | DCER | and under|   4 h/a  | Noon    |
 175 rooms      | Trpl 105  |  day  | MCVI |          |          |         |
                | Quad 105  |       |      |          |          |         |
 ---------------+-----------+-------+------+----------+----------+---------+
 HOTEL. Located 5 1/2 blocks from Convention Centre. / connected to Skywalk|
 system. / indoor pool and whirlpool. / hotel patron's lounge and exceleent|
 restaurant.                                                               |
 ===============+===========+=======+======+==========+==========+=========+
 Fort Garry     | Sgl  $79  | Some  | AMEX | 17 years | 105 n/s  | 3:00 PM |
 Hotel          | D/T   79  | Free; | DCER | and under|   1 h/a  | Noon    |
                |           | Some  | MCVI |          |          |         |
                |           | $6.50 |      |          |          |         |
 ---------------+-----------+-------+------+----------+----------+---------+
 HOTEL. Located 4 1/2 blocks from Convention Centre. / Former National     |
 Railway hotel (historical building). / 1 block from train station. /      |
 has been recently restored and renovated. / most rooms single or double   |
 occupancy only. / Casino (with dress code) on site. / cafe plus excellent |
 restaurant.                                                               |
 ===============+===========+=======+======+==========+==========+=========+
 Holiday Inn    | Sgl  $99  | $8.00 | AMEX | 18 years | 92 n/s   | 3:00 PM |
 Crowne Plaza   | D/T  109  |  per  | DCER | and under|  4 h/a   | Noon    |
                | Trpl 119  |  day  | MCVI |          |          |         |
 200 rooms      | Quad 129  |       |      |          |          |         |
 ---------------+-----------+-------+------+----------+----------+---------+
 HOTEL. Located across the street from [and connnected by skywalk to]      |
 Convention Centre. / Newsletter & Reproduction Services offices, other    |
 small convention "back office" functions and small programming / Filk     |
 lounge / SFWA Suite / indoor and outdoor pools, sauna, jacuzzi, weight    |
 room. / rooms smaller than Place Louis Riel or Sheraton. / Concierge      |
 service floors / good restaurant.                                         |
 ===============+===========+=======+======+==========+==========+=========+
 Norwood Hotel  | All  $58  | Free  | AMEX | 16 years | 26 n/s   | 3:00 PM |
                |           |       | DCER | and under|  4 h/a   | Noon    |
 25 rooms       |           |       | MCVI |          |          |         |
                |           |       |      |          |          |         |
 ---------------+-----------+-------+------+----------+----------+---------+
 HOTEL.  Located 5 minutes drive from Convention Centre. / In St. Boniface,|
 both English and French spoken here. / providing free bus pass, good on   |
 all city buses to guests / great tavern, good restaurant.                 |
 ===========+===============+=======+======+==========+==========+=========+
 Place      |   Studio 1Bdrm| $6.00 | AMEX | 15 years | 158 n/s  | 2:00 PM |
 Louis      |Sgl $62    $67 |  per  |      | and under|   7 h/a  | Noon    |
 Riel       |D/T  62     67 |  day  | MCVI |          |          |         |
            |Tpl  72     77 |       |      |          |          |         |
 175 rooms  |Quad 82     87 |       |      |          |          |         |
 -----------+---------------+-------+------+----------+----------+---------+
 ALL-SUITE HOTEL. Located 2 1/2 blocks from the Convention Centre. / Gaming|
 Programming, Con Hospitality Suite located here / Designated Hospitality  |
 Hotel / On-site FAX and Office Centre (extra charge), coin-op Laundrette, |
 Convenience Store, good restaurant. / Every room has full kitchen,        |
 including appliances and utensils. / "Studio" means room is like an       |
 "efficiency" apartment; "1Bdrm" means there is a separate bedroom (think  |
 of it as a one bedroom apartment).                                        |
 ===============+===========+=======+======+==========+==========+=========+
 Quality Inn    | Sgl  $55  | Free  | AMEX | 16 years | 32 n/s   | Noon    |
                | D/T   60  |       | DCER | and under|  0 h/a   | Noon    |
 50 rooms       | Trpl  65  |       | MCVI |          |          |         |
                | Quad  70  |       |      |          |          |         |
 ---------------+-----------+-------+------+----------+----------+---------+
 MOTOR HOTEL.  Located 3 blocks from Convention Centre. / Designated Quiet |
 hotel (building also contains Senior Citizens Residence). / whirlpool and |
 sauna / good restaurant.                                                  |
 ===============+===========+=======+======+==========+==========+=========+
 Sheraton       | Sgl  $ 95 | $6.00 | AMEX | 18 years | 160 n/a  | 3:00 PM |
 Winnipeg       | D/T    95 |  per  | DCER | and under|  20 h/a  | 1:00 PM |
                | Trpl  105 |  day  | MCVI |          |          |         |
 200 rooms      | Quad  115 |       |      |          |          |         |
 ---------------+-----------+-------+------+----------+----------+---------+
 HOTEL. Located 2 1/2 blocks from Convention Centre / possible additional  |
 gaming and smalling meeting programming here / Designated Hospitality     |
 Hotel / pool, whirlpool, weight room / oversize rooms, some with sunken   |
 living room area / lounge and good restaurant.                            |
 ===============+===========+=======+======+==========+==========+=========+
 Travelodge     | All  $55  | Free  | AMEX | 12 years | 64 n/s   | 3:00 PM |
 Winnipeg       |           |       | DCER | and under|  2 h/a   | Noon    |
 Downtown       |           |       | MCVI |          |          |         |
                |           |       |      |          |          |         |
 ---------------+-----------+-------+------+----------+----------+---------+
 HOTEL. Located 4 blocks from Convention Centre / connected to intercity   |
 bus depot / pool and whirlpool / good restaurant.                         |
 ===============+===========+=======+======+==========+==========+=========+
 Westin Hotel   | Sgl  $ 95 | Wkdys | AMEX | 16 years | 200 n/s  | 1:00 PM |
 Winnipeg       | D/T    95 | $7.00 | DCER | and under|   6 h/a  | 1:00 PM |
                | Trpl  105 | Wknds | MCVI |          |          |         |
 100 rooms      | Quad  115 | $3.50 |      |          |          |         |
 ---------------+-----------+-------+------+----------+----------+---------+
 HOTEL. Located 9 blocks from Convention Centre. / Connected to skywalk    |
 system. (Skywalks not open 24 hrs/day)                                    |
 ===============+===========+=======+======+==========+==========+=========+

------------------------------

Date: 24 Mar 94 18:08:28 GMT
From: crichar@bldgumsu.lan1.umanitoba.ca (Cheryl Richardson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Conadian Guest Writers?

Does anyone know what other authors besides the advertised ones will be
attending ConAdian in Winnipeg.

Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 03:13:03 GMT
From: lucas@cc.umanitoba.ca (Brian Lucas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ConAdian WWW site moved to http server

The ConAdian Internet Information Desk has moved to an http server.  This
should provide better performance for WWW browsers than the previous ftp
site.  The new URL is:

http://www.ce.umanitoba.ca/~lucas/conadian.html

Plain-text information will continue to be available by anonymous ftp from
ftp.cc.umanitoba.ca in the directory /pub/conadian.

Brian Lucas                  
Brian_Lucas@UManitoba.ca

------------------------------

Date: 1 Apr 94 16:36:57 GMT
From: kimi@cbnewsi.cb.att.com (v.k.tipton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Conadian @ Party, what the heck

(Taking a deep breath, grabbing my hat and plunging in...)

I plan to hold an @ party at Conadian, if I can get a decent-sized room in
the Place Louis Riel or the Holiday Inn.

Yes, I am quite mad, but I have done this before (with the help of many
wonderful and generous netters, at Chicon in 1991), and I figure this may
well be the last chance for a semi-private net-related party now that
everyone and her Uncle George is finding the on-ramp to the information
super-highway.

So, who wants to come?  Who wants to help?  This will be the same as '91,
since I have no corporate backers, so I will seed the party with enough for
munchies and coke (that's soda, pop, or fizzies for those of you outside
the South), and hope that donations and potluck will cover the rest.
Advice from Canadians on what to bring from the States and what to buy
locally (and where) would be greatly appreciated.  Will I run into trouble
with the hotel if I don't register the party?  At Chicon, we had to be
unofficial and unobtrusive, but no one bothered us.

Yikes, what night to hold it?  Traditionally, we've run the night of the
masquerade on Saturday, but that's when the Hugos will be.  Sunday night
might be difficult for our Jewish friends who'll be heading out for the
holiday, and Friday night is so early.  Any suggestions?  I'm leaning
toward Friday just to keep the crowd down.  There's also the question of
how to guard the door, or if we should even bother.

Finally, I might be able to bring a laptop, or I may have to rely on my
guests.  A local net access number would be nice so I don't have to pay
international charges to post during the con.  Can y'all agree on an editor
that will keep most folks from munging the entire attendee file?  If I were
really good, I'd write a Windows input program, but I'm only savvy enough
to write one in shell...

Send comments, suggestions and whatever to...

Kimiye Tipton
Party Queen of the Universe and Carrot Peeler Extraordinaire
kimi@fang.att.com
kimi@kokomo.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 02:58:32 GMT
From: melmoth2@twics.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Early sf

I'd be very interested in contacting anyone who is doing research on early
British science fiction, from the beginning of the eighteenth century to
just before World War II. I'm interested in tracing the political, cultural
and social developments that led to the emergence of sf and its precursors.

Obviously the key question here is 'what do you classify as sf'? - part of
the project would involve the identification of themes, structures and
ideas that may have appeared in earlier forms of writing (the Gothic,
political satires, the novel etc.) and which later became part of early sf.

It seems to me that the relationship between literature and Imperialism,
politics and history are important here - especially after the middle of
the eighteenth century. My long term aim is to write a cultural materialist
history of early British sf, placing it in its socio-economic moment. If
anyone would like to swap ideas/notes I'd be very grateful. Please contact
me directly.

Thank you.

Dr John Collick
School of literature
Waseda University
Tokyo, Japan
melmoth2@twics.com

------------------------------
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Date: 23 Mar 94 07:18:59 GMT
From: standlee@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: More About ConAdian Hotels/Travel

[Linda Ross-Mansfield, ConAdian's Hotel Liaison, wrote most of this
material. Kevin Standlee included some additonal material (shown in
brackets) and posted it to the appropriate electronic services.]
 
        THE FOLLOWING IS ANSWERS TO SOME COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
 [about ConAdian.  It may help to have a copy of PR 5 and the Hotel
 Form with you.]
 
GENERAL EXTRA INFO: Please go to the section that most interests you,
first, but do read the rest for lots of important info. If you find this
repetitive, or boring, we apologize but someone out there really needs
this, so bear with us.
   Intro:
   1-The Hotel Map,             6- COSTS, and EXCHANGING CURRENCY
   2-Parking rates,             7-Crossing into Canada,
   3-Getting around,            7B-Bringing your CHILD,
   4-The Place Louis Riel,      8-WEAPONS,
   5-The Sheraton,              9-VOLUNTEERS
  10-Camping
 
     Intro:
As usual we can't think of, or catch everything, and some folks have been
asking some questions about hotels etc. Please feel free to pass this info,
in its entirety, on to others who may be electro-technically challenged,
i.e. those who aren't on the nets.
 
     1-The Hotel Location Map,
As some of you may have noticed the Map Legend missed number 9, which is
the Quality Inn, one of our quiet hotels. The number is in its correct
position on the map. We apologize to the fans and the Quality Inn for not
catching this before printing.  [In other words, hotel 9 on the locator map
is the Quality Inn.  The Hotel List includes the Quality Inn information.]
 
     2-Parking rates,
There seems to be some confusion over what the published rates mean. The
rates listed are for a 24 hour period, and to the best of my knowledge, all
of them include in/out privileges. With most of the hotels, you receive
your parking pass to place on your dash, upon request, as you check in.
However, as many of you probably realize, these don't guarantee a
particular assigned space, and if you go out somewhere, you may have to
drive around in the parking areas to find a parking space upon your return.
Generally, most of you will not need to drive out much unless you want to
go to a special restaurant further afield than the large number of
restaurants within walking distance of the hotels and Convention Centre.
There are other parking areas, but you don't get in/out privileges. Watch
for the instructions in PR 7 on where all the parking areas are, and what
ones are the hotel use ones.
 
[Parking rates shown on the Hotel Form are how much it costs a hotel guest
to park his/her car in the Hotel garage or parking lot, per day, including
in and out privledges.  If listed "free", then parking is included in the
hotel room price.  For example, if you drive to the con and stay at the
Place Louis Riel, it'll cost you $6/day to park in the PLR's parking
garage.]
 
For those persons who DO NOT have the PR5 hotel info part, just the sketchy
one in the Program Participants info, sorry, but the PP info was not really
meant to be complete info, just background, and Programs Division should be
contacted for more complete info. The Housing Bureau at Tourism Winnipeg is
attempting to answer questions they receive, but that really isn't their
fault and isn't part of their job description.
 
     3-Getting around,
Since our downtown is a vibrant entertainment and living, as well as
business and shopping section of our city, you may find that most of what
you want is available within a block or two of your hotel, including
grocery shopping.
 
     4-The Place Louis Riel,
There was a typo in the hotel description. [Each price listed for the PLR
room types has two prices.  The first price is for a studio or "efficiency"
suite.  The second price is for the same number of people, but in a
one-bedroom suite, the bedroom being a separate room in the apartment.
Rooms in the PLR are really apartments of various types.  All rooms in the
PLR have full kitchens, despite what the hotel form seems to imply.]
 
Think of the PLR as an apartment block, with studio, one and two bedroom
apartments. Each unit has a kitchen with full-size fridges and stoves, and
is also supplied with dishes, cutlery, and pots. Many of these furnished
apartments have a microwave as well. Some people have asked about the 2
bedroom suites in the Place Louis Riel. These are not part of our block,
and the hotel does not want to lease them out as hospitality spaces. They
are priced at a higher rate,and must be booked directly.
 
[The PLR is a former apartment building, and there are still a few people,
including the hotel's resident manager, living full-time in the hotel.  The
permanent residents live in two-bedroom apartments.  The two-bedroom
apartments are clustered together, rather than being spread throughout the
hotel.  The hotel is understandably leery of letting people host functions
right outside the Resident Manager's apartment, so what we call "room
parties" and the hotel wants to call "room-based hospitality functions"
need to be in either one-bedroom or studio apartments.  However, if you're
not planning on holding a party and just want a large suite with kitchen,
contact us and we'll try to get you a two-bedroom apartment.  The
two-bedroom apartments are pretty pricey, by the way.]
 
Given the many other special considerations that they have allowed the
convention, we ask you to comply with their wishes, and not book into a 2
bedroom suite with the intention of holding open hospitality events. The
number of 2 bedrooms is limited. These are however, good size spaces for
larger family groups or a group of friends who wish to share
accommodations, so that they can see one another at least once a day during
the con.
 
     5-The Sheraton,
While the prices here are higher than the Place Louis Riel these are great
rooms. They may not have kitchens but they are oversize rooms in themselves
and on each floor, half the rooms are interconnecting pairs and four rooms
on each floor are like mini- suites with sunken living rooms, each of which
are right beside a pair of interconnected rooms.  There are also newly
available one bedroom apartment accommodations in Fort Garry Place, (just
behind the Fort Garry Hotel) which we are negotiating on as I write this.
The rate quoted is very good, and as soon as we finish a contract and the
space is confirmed, I will report it here.
 
     6- COSTS, and EXCHANGING CURRENCY
PLEASE remember that the rates quoted are in Canadian dollars. I can't
promise that the exchange rate I am about to quote is going to be valid in
September, but it seems likely, given the economic situation. AT THIS POINT
IN TIME, $1.00 US will buy you approximately $1.30 to $1.32 CANADIAN in the
stores etc.. In other words things are approximately 30% off. All the
hotels will accept your cheques for advance payments on accommodations if
they are received prior to August 1, 1994. You don't have to try and figure
out exchange rates or anything if you don't want to, the hotel will credit
you with the amount paid converted to CDN dollars.
   ATMs are prevalent throughout the downtown area malls etc., and most of
the ones I have checked are connected to Interac and PLUS. Check it with
your bank, and find out if they are part of that system. If they are, you
can make withdrawals just like at home, and your bank will give you good
exchange rate.
   Or you can get your travellers cheques in US dollars and your hotel or
any business where you shop will give you a reasonable exchange rate. Most
of the good downtown businesses are part of the "Visitor Values" program
which posts exchange rates right at their cash desks, and these are also
good rates.
   You may also want to check with your bank to find out if they are
connected to the international banking system, which would allow you to use
your ATM card to pay for purchases by Direct Payment, many of the downtown
businesses have this service and we expect the convention to be able to
offer it to you also. The cashless society is upon us!
 
     7-Crossing into Canada,
It is quite simple, but to make it easier please bring with you the
following:
   Your PR 7 AND ITS ENVELOPE with the label and your member number, which
will be mailed out first class to every member in Mid July, this has your
last minute detailed travel instructions as well, so it is worth bring even
for Canadians.
   You should have two pieces of valid ID to show on request at Customs;
Drivers Licence, Social Insurance Card, voter registration card, passport,
etc. ID with pictures are best, especially if the picture might actually
look like you (joke!).
 
     7B-Bringing your CHILD,
   As most parents realize, there has been widely publicized parental and
other types of child kidnapping in recent years. As a result, the border
crossings (both sides) are much more suspicious when people cross with
children, especially very young children, unable to answer questions for
themselves. Do yourself a big favour, and get a ID (passport, birth
certificate) for your kids, or have the wee ones put onto your passport.
If you are separated/divorced and have custody, get a certified copy of the
custody papers from your lawyer, and carry it with you. Customs officers on
both the Canadian and the US side may cause problems without it. Even
worse, some airlines will not permit you onto an International flight
without proof that you are the custodial parent, before you even GET to the
customs people. Our governments do this for the protection of your, and
every child, but it can be a great inconvenience for you, if you are not
prepared.
 
     8-WEAPONS,
For those of you used to carrying personal firearms and other items, please
realize that you are unlikely to be permitted to bring these into Canada
without the proper permits, and no, they don't do them at border crossings,
these would need to be obtained ahead of time, through a Consulate. Mace
products and pepper sprays are illegal here except for authorized Canadian
police officers.  Usually people who forget, are allowed to mail their
weapon items home from the border station, but occasionally these can be
confiscated, so don't bring them please. (You should see the fun when a
visiting dignitary's bodyguards are told that they can't carry while in
Canada!!)
   Certain Costume items and unsharpened "wall-hangings" such as swords,
are permitted and should be declared both on the US side, before proceeding
through, and at the Canadian side. The reason you declare them on your own
side before entering Canada, is to prevent difficulties when returning to
the US. For the information of costumers (both Hall and Presentation)
Replica Modern Weapons, i.e.  those expensive, feel real, look real, guns
and rifles, are under the same ban as the things they so closely resemble.
This legislation is due to two tragic incidents in which police in two of
our cities shot someone involved in a holdup situation because the guns
LOOKED real. Sorry, but we are, in this situation, a very different
country.
   IF you make the plastic and styrofoam wonders which often show up in the
Masquerade, may I suggest that you may want to do the paint/assembly at
your hotel once you have arrived? For some reason, the airline X-Ray
machine operators or inspecting Customs officers get a little nervous when
they see those "ready to go".
 
     9-VOLUNTEERS,
We greatly appreciate all of our volunteers but please, please, please
remember one simple but vital thing when crossing the border (and yes, we
have to remember this too, when we come to the US).  When you are telling
the nice Customs and Immigration officer why you are coming into Canada, do
not use that naughty four letter word...work. They seem to equate this word
with a three letter word...job, which, just like in the US, non-residents
are not permitted to have without the correct permits. You are a conference
or convention member. What you do with your time, while in Canada is up to
you, but since you do not get financial remuneration, (i.e. paid) for what
you do at the convention, you are NOT coming into Canada to work. Thank
you. I really don't want to see someone use that naughty word and then
spend two or three hours cooling their heels (along with anyone that may be
travelling with them,) in an immigration office while you or our Operations
staff, spend much valuable time trying to explain your way out of there.
 
     10-CAMPING...
   Well, it depends how far outside of the city you want to be, and how
many amenities you would like available. There are a number of camping
areas about an 45 minutes to an hour's drive from downtown, depending on
time of day. Birds Hill Provincial Park and Stonewall come to mind quickly.
Birds Hill is quite popular and the least expensive, 15 miles north of the
city, and accepts Dial-a- site Reservations (204)224-0075. I am about to
quote last year's daily rates, and they may have changed, but not by much.
Unserviced-$7, Elec-$10, Elec+water-$15, Elec/water/sewer-$15. The park
offers the following additional amenities: BBQ pits, Snack Bar, Picnic
shelters, Modern & Non-Modern Sanitary facilities, Wheelchair access,
Showers, Drinking Water, Sewage Disposal, Beach (lake), Playground, Store,
Laundromat, and free of charge...mosquitoes (actually most of them have
usually died off by September, but a general repellent is a good idea.) I
will have Tourism Winnipeg send you more info on all the other sites, but
these are the best ones.
 
Thanks for reading all this.
   It is not meant to alarm anyone, but to inform people how to avoid some
pitfalls which new travellers, or those who haven't travelled outside the
U.S. may not have considered.
   Much of it is common sense, but all of it is being mentioned in the hope
that everyone will have a more convenient or simply happier experience, or
just be correctly prepared, to come and join us at ConAdian.
   It is kind of like packing your toothbrush, or your address book; if you
forget it, it probably won't matter, but it is an inconvenience when you go
to brush your teeth at midnight, or phone a friend, to ask them to check
your place and turn off the stove, and find you have forgotten it.  You
find you must make other arrangements.
 

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 06:16:17 GMT
From: k.standlee@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ConAdian: Hotel Update 4/11/94

Linda Ross-Mansfield, ConAdian's Facilities Liaison, passes on to me the
following.  This is mostly her words, with other comments by me [in
brackets].

HOTEL STATS AS OF: APRIL 11/94 

CARLTON INN................... FULL 
CHARTER HOUSE................. FULL 
DAYS INN (Marlborough)........ 125 ROOMS AVAILABLE 
FORT GARRY HOTEL.............. 147 ROOMS AVAILABLE 
HOLIDAY INN CROWNE PLAZA......  78 ROOMS AVAILABLE 
NORWOOD.......................  24 ROOMS AVAILABLE 
PLACE LOUIS RIEL.............. FULL 
QUALITY INN...................  21 ROOMS AVAILABLE 
SHERATON...................... 151 ROOMS AVAILABLE 
TRAVELODGE DOWNTOWN...........  84 ROOMS AVAILABLE 
WESTIN........................ 100 ROOMS AVAILABLE 

   PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE NUMBERS ARE FROM THE PEAK DAYS (FRIDAY, SATURDAY
SUNDAY) SO THERE ARE STILL OVER 700 ROOMS AVAILABLE BEFORE WE EVEN LOOK AT
EXPANDING ANY ROOM BLOCKS. [We'll be looking at expanding room blocks next
month.]

Of the 8690 ROOM NIGHTS, we have booked 2932 ROOM NIGHTS.

   I am afraid that when we hit May 15, if no one has booked into the
Westin they will pressure us again to release half the room block.  [If you
want Westin points or the luxury, you'd best book now, before they start
pressuring us to give up rooms.]

   Please remind everyone that the room rates are quoted in Canadian
dollars, and that there is a whopping huge benefit if anyone wants to
pre-pay their room now. The exchange rate acts like roughly a 30% discount
off their room now. For those who are worried about their costs, they
should check out the possibilities.  If they were to send a cheque for the
amount of the room x number of room nights, in US dollars, they will have
covered all the ROOM cost including taxes, and have a bit left over to
cover telephone calls from the room, or possibly a bit of room service! (Or
get a refund at the time of check-in).

   Remind everyone to confirm with one night's payment by cheque or provide
a credit card #, just in case they arrive past the check-in time limit.
Most people who have faxed in their room reservations have been getting
confirmations from the hotels within three weeks. Not bad.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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              Speaking Uit - Copyrights,
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Date: Thu, 21 Apr 94 09:17:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Speaking Uit

                               Speaking Uit

   There is no doubt that the U.S. Copyright laws (or their international
equivalents) are more complicated than taxation laws, and that it takes a
legal expert to wade through the pages of verbiage in order to understand
it fully.  I'd guess that, like the old joke about Rabbis interpreting
the Bible, if you put 10 lawyers in a closed room and asked them to
interpret a passage of the copyright laws, you'd get 11 interpretations.
But it doesn't take a legal expert to know what constitutes a simple
violation of the copyright - if you didn't write it, and you copy or
distribute it, it's a violation.  True, there are exceptions to this simple
rule: anything deliberately put specifically into the public domain,
parodies, short excerpts cited for a specific purpose where proper credit
is given, et al..  But these are fairly clear and a reasonable person
should be able to distinguish such "fair use" from blatant copyright
infringement.
   There are, of course, gray areas which are unclear and untested.  There
seems to be a strong belief on the net that as long as what's copied isn't
substantial and no one is making any money from the reproduction, that the
use is ok under some sort of "no harm, no foul" kind of principle.  While
the U.S. law does allow for statutory damages (I'm not sure of
international law) even when no monetary gain is made from such use, it's
unclear whether this applies to unauthorized repostings on the net.  But
I, for one, don't want ever to be in a position to test these laws
especially since publishers appear to be winning in their efforts to
restrict uses that the public widely believes to be fair but that
publishers have long regarded as unfair use.
   I was dismayed to see, in the April 1994 issue of Locus, a story about
Phantom Access Technologies (who own the MindVox computer bulletin board in
the New York area) making available out of print books for downloading by
any of their online users.  While I commend their action in attempting to
preserve and make available books that would otherwise be lost and
forgotten, I have to take exception to their statement that "We also feel
that electronic text is not much more vulnerable than a book which can be
easily photocopied."  They could not be more wrong.
   The rise of computers in recent years have, unfortunately, made it
nearly trivial to violate copyrights.  And worse, there are few involved in
either the computer industry or the publishing industry who understand
this.  With computers, a book out of print could be downloaded by anyone
anywhere in the world and, with some manipulation of headers and text, can
easily be printed and sold as an original work to an editor who'd never
read the book previously.  As the number of books and magazines published
yearly by the SF industry increases, the number of people working as
editors in the field similarly increases, and the likelihood of any of them
not having read an SF work from 25 years ago rises, especially if that work
had been out of print for many years.  As the cost of home computers
decreases, it becomes easier to gain access to this technology.
   The recent inclusion in the April Fool's issue of this Digest of a joke
article supposedly taken from the Clarinet news feed, serves as an example
of what one can do with a computer without much trouble.  While that joke
article was not a violation of anyone's copyright since it was an original
work for the Digest, it could have been.  Easily.  Any article, story,
book, or other copyrighted work online can be copied to thousands, if not
millions, of other people, without the original copyright holder being
aware or receiving any monetary remuneration.
   That's not to say that it has to be that way.  People who use the
computer networks need to be made aware that taking someone else's work,
without their permission, is a moral, ethical and legal violation of that
person's intellectual property.  This editorial is one such attempt to do
that, although I fear that it will not reach the majority of those who need
to get the word.  And many of those it will reach will probably keep on
doing what they've been doing all along regardless.  But for the few who
decide to stop forwarding copyrighted material without the author's
permission, it's worth saying here.
  It has been my practice over the last few years not to publish anything
in the Digest that was an obvious copyright violation over and above fair
use.  While I may occasionaly make mistakes in distinguishing between fair
use and copyright infringement, I try my best not to aide or abet what I
perceive to be an illegal activity.  Hardly a day goes by when I'm editing
Digests that I don't see something that essentially constitutes a copyright
violation posted by someone on the net.  The number of times I've seen
someone quote an entire article from a newspaper or magazine without
permission would boggle your mind if you cared about such things.
   Because of my policies regarding copyright, there are certain things
which you will no longer find in the Digest, per se.  The Del Rey Monthly
Internet Newsletter, for one.  Because of the copyright statement which
Ellen Harris has put into the newsletter, I cannot, in good conscience,
include it in an issue of the Digest, itself copyrighted.  However, from
now on, you will find the Del Rey newsletter in the archives (which puts it
admittedly into one of those gray areas that would take a horde of lawyers
to color "black" or "white") since the obvious intent of Del Rey is to have
it available to the net.  The inclusion of copyrighted book reviews and
other such articles is unfortunately another grey area but one I believe I
can justify satisfactorily should the need arise.
   One of the dangers allowing unauthorized reproduction of copyrighted
works on the net is that publishers and authors may stop making works
available in digital form and may begin to take an active role in stopping
unfair use.  Many publishers and authors are now online and some, like
Orson Scott Card, have made their work available on the net (at AOL.COM).
If such activity is to continue and grow, we, the people must learn to
behave in a fashion meant to induce people to do more, not less.  Copyright
law, after all, aims to induce authorship, and unchecked appropriation of
copyrighted material could result in the very thing the laws were created
to avoid - the stifling of expression.
   But while the users need to be more aware, it is the online publishers,
and owners (and sysops) of bulletin boards, and other computer systems that
make copyrighted works available online, that need to be most aware of the
potential for harm.  Companies that provide computer services like Phantom
Access Technologies, Compuserve, GEnie, and their ilk, MUST NOT make it
easy for their users to steal someone else's work, no matter how
commendable their actions in preserving or making available otherwise
unavailable works or providing forums for discussion.  Aside from the
possible liability on their part should they actually encourage or promote
copyright violations (see UNITED STATES OF AMERICA vs DAVID LAMACCHIA)
their moral and ethical obligation to promote fair use and prevent unfair
use is, in my opinion, clear and compulsory.  (Note that I am *not*
advocating censorship of free speech in any form.)  And the users of online
services, and computer networks, must be well-educated in the difference
between theft and fair use.

["Speaking Uit" is the title of an editorial column which appears
periodically here in the Digest.  The word "Uit" is a Dutch word pronounced
as the English word "out" and means the same (in the context of "exit").]

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu
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Date: 17 Apr 94 10:23:05 GMT
From: alo@kampi.hut.fi (Antti Louko)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Banks's Culture chronology

tPoG happened 716 years after the closing stages of the Idiran war. In CP
we can read that Idiran war in space ended in 1367. This places tPoG at
year 2083.

In the beginning of UoW Diziet Sma tells a drone to send a stalling letter
to "that Petrain guy". Sma begins her letter to Petrain in tSoA mentioning
a "hundred day trip" which might be her task in UoW.  This would place UoW
at year 1977+115 = 2092.

Does this sound correct or is the last assumption shaky?

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 14:29:15 GMT
From: gvg@lvld.hp.com (Greg Goebel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brin's Postman -> movie

THE POSTMAN starts out with the interesting premise of how a single
individual who, by constructing an illusion that he represents one aspect
of a social order that has been shattered by catastrophe - the mail
service, to be precise, rekindles people's faith in the democratic
institutions they were in danger of losing.

Unfortunately about halfway through the book gets lost in a battle between
factions of commando supermen (Brin could just not get away from his pulp-
adventure precedents) ... however, the book was interesting to me because
it took place in my old western Oregon stomping grounds and in fact ended
on a playing field at OSU that I could have seen from my dorm window.

Greg Goebel
Hewlett-Packard
VXD Marketing
POB 301
MS-CU326
Loveland CO 80539
gvg@hpislsup

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 16:07:08 GMT
From: ak453@freenet.carleton.ca (Kevin Lightburn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Talismans of Shannara

I just finished reading the paperback version of and was quite impressed up
until the very end. I guess I was expecting more considering I had to read
the first three books and the build up they made. No real final battle. No
meaningful ending. I little disaopointment in Brooks. I've read everything
he has written and I am now convinced he follows a formula. Oh well, this
won't stop me from buying book four in his Magic Kingdom series (Phaze??
That's the title??).

I like his characters overall but the plot sucked a little. ;)

Kevin Lightburn

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 15:05:06 GMT
From: KAMCISAA@electrical.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  500 Years After (spoilers)

dash@sulu.orl.mmc.com (Dash Wendrzyk) writes:
>Assuming that Mario is still around.  The way that I read it, Paarfi was
>saying that Mario hadn't been heard from since Adron's disaster.  I wonder
>if that just implied that he hadn't done "work" since then.  But, yeah,
>I'd say that Mario is now the favorite to be Devera's father.

Vlad seems to think he's still around: Cawti moved "with a fluid grace,
reminiscent of Mario" "'Honestly Vlad, you are harder to help than Mario is
to sneak up on'" "The Imperial investigators shrugged and said 'Mario did
it'" "For the kind of money he was talking about, he could hire Mario!"  Of
course, at one point he also calls him a "possibly legendary assassin", so
maybe he's not so sure after all.

One other thing that I wonder about: these famous floating castles of the
e'Drien line.  We've known all along that they existed prior to the
Interregnum, and that they crash landed at the time of Adron's Disaster,
but... How do you get to one without teleporting?  Isn't a mile straight up
an awful long way to levitate?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 17:35:21 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  500 Years After (spoilers)

KAMCISAA@ELECTRICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac) writes:
>>There is *no* way the fiercely line-proud Aliera is going to have an
>>half-breed child; while she may well still maintain her relationship with
>>Mario, she *can't* marry him, or have a child by him.  The speculation
>>with which I am most familiar is that Kieron will re-incarnate (because
>>he said he would if she gave the sword away) and Aliera will marry that
>>person.
>But what if Mario was a Dragon who got drummed out of the house (like
>Kragar)?  Hey, what if Mario _is_ Kragar!!  (Yeah, right!:))
 
Norathar could be re-instated because she was kicked out due to political
machinations while a minor child, not for anything that she personally had
done.  If Mario's out becuase he did something, he's *out*, period, end of
sentence, full stop.
 
Brust has stated that Mario is *not* Kragar, and that Mario is indeed still
around.  I will note that the descriptions of Mario and Kragar don't match
- - Vlad isn't Dragerean, but he's reasonably sensitive to their looks, and
he describes Kragar as being completely average looking, while Mario's
looks give Aliera (who is notable fussy) lust fits.
 
>Actually, I've always thought that Devera is supposed to be the
>reincarnated version of Kieron.  Why, you ask?  Just because I can't
>figure out another reason for her random appearances.  Does anyone else
>know what her significance is?
 
Well, she would appear to be something of a divine being (which is puzzling
- - who *did* Aliera marry?), and there is considerable speculation that
she's important w.r.t. fixing the cycle, somehow.
 
Her character and the of Kieron the Conqueror would not seem to be very
similar, somehow.
 
>And do we _know_ Aliera gave the sword away?  She no longer uses it, but
>it may be hanging on a wall at the Keep of the Lord Redface (assuming it
>survived the Interregnum).
 
Vlad says somewhere that she gave it to Sethra the Younger; can't quote you
which book, though. (It might be Jhereg, come to that.)
 
>>[Significance of 'Vlad', 'Aliera', and 'Kieron' all be incarnate] It's
>>been suguested that the whole underlying plot there is another aspect of
>>the 'three brothers' story that Brust has been having so much fun with in
>>other contexts.  This, while it makes my head hurt, has some basis to it
>>- the question of whether Vlad has gone from being the treacherous
>>brother to the magic brother is particularly interesting.
>
>Can you run down this speculation for me (I'm sorry if it makes your head
>hurt)?  I don't think I've ever heard it and boy, would I like to.
 
It's the three brothers story as per :The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars: and
:Gypsy:; the idea is that the souls of Aliera, Vlad, and Kieron comprise
such a triad, so that when they are working together, they can have more of
an effect than would otherwise be mortally achievable.
 
First time around, Aliera was the Magic Brother, Kieron was the Faithful
Brother, and Vlad was the Treacherous Brother.  Is this still the case if
Kieron incarnates?  Aliera arguably betrayed Kieron over the sword; Vlad
betrayed the Jhereg, but does betraying the Jhereg to be faithful to
principles (particularly when Vlad was _responding_ to treachery) count?
 
Given Brust's distaste for cut and dried statements, this could turn into a
truly fearsome ball of yarn.  (Particularly if :Dragon: is about the
formation of the Empire, when Vlad was Dolivar.)

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 20:33:04 GMT
From: dash@sulu.orl.mmc.com (Dash Wendrzyk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  500 Years After (spoilers)

KAMCISAA@ELECTRICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac) writes:
> And do we _know_ Aliera gave the sword away?  She no longer uses it, but
> it may be hanging on a wall at the Keep of the Lord Redface (assuming it
> survived the Interregnum).

Yes, we do.  In _Teckla_, I believe, there is an offhand remark that Aliera
gave Kieron's sword to Sethra the Younger, and got herself one more her
size (I assume the "size" thing was a joke).

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 18:20:07 GMT
From: jmcgaf@ee.wpi.edu (Jay C McGaffigan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  Vlad Possibility

>I've been kind of hoping for Vlad to find himself one of the Seventeen (I
>wonder if the Serioli made any rapiers), and now you suggest that it's
>been under my nose all along.  But there's an even better possibility.
>Let's say Spellbreaker is a Great Weapon.  Then it is irrevocably (boy I
>think I butchered the spelling on that word!) linked to his soul and ...
>(drum roll here) he can't be destroyed by a Morganti weapon, just like
>Aliera wasn't, so the Jhereg might as well give up.

   But Verra, Morrolan(Sp), and Sethra Lavode all have great weapons
wouldn't they know what it was?  I mean they KNOW that their weapons are
one of the 17.  Wouldn't they be able to tell that Spellbreaker was a great
weapon?

Jay McGaffigan
jmcgaf@ee.wpi.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 13 Apr 94 15:57:30 GMT
From: erica@cc.gatech.edu (Erica Liebman Sadun)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  500 Years After (spoilers)

Kenneth A McIsaac <KAMCISAA@ELECTRICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca> wrote:
>>There is *no* way the fiercely line-proud Aliera is going to have an
>>half-breed child; while she may well still maintain her relationship with
>>Mario, she *can't* marry him, or have a child by him.  The speculation
>>with which I am most familiar is that Kieron will re-incarnate (because
>>he said he would if she gave the sword away) and Aliera will marry that
>>person.
>
>But what if Mario was a Dragon who got drummed out of the house (like
>Kragar)?  Hey, what if Mario _is_ Kragar!!  (Yeah, right!:)) Actually,
>I've always thought that Devera is supposed to be the reincarnated version
>of Kieron.  Why, you ask?  Just because I can't figure out another reason
>for her random appearances.  Does anyone else know what her significance
>is?

1. Aliera will not have a half breed child except with a god.
2. Kragar is not well thought of by Aliera "That Yendi..." If he was
Mario then he must have done something naughty by the time Aliera
reshows up to change her opinion. 
3. He still manages to sit next to her at the end of Jhereg.
4. He's a pure blood dragon (even if he is expelled)
5. Mario is described as a nondescript young Jhereg. Not an expelled
dragon.  Mario wears house-Jhereg clothes up to the point of him becoming a
grey mist.  I believe he is saved at the same time Aliera is. Perhaps he
reincarnates as say, a Dragon, who is at heart a Jhereg and who gets
expelled.

>And do we _know_ Aliera gave the sword away?  She no longer uses it, but
>it may be hanging on a wall at the Keep of the Lord Redface (assuming it
>survived the Interregnum).  >I think there is something significant to
>Vlad, Aliera, and Kieron >all being incarnate at once, and the Aliera and
>Sethra know this, >while Vlad hasn't figured it out yet, and Morrolan may
>not consider >it important.

Well let's see.  We just finished the first major cycle of the empire.  (A
cycle of cycles).  We have the first Phoenix reborn but the rest of the
house is dead.  The orb has been reborn too.  The founders of the empire
are all on hand once again just at the same propitious time.  Hmmmm.  I
suspect it means nothing. :)

>>It's been suguested that the whole underlying plot there is another
>>aspect of the 'three brothers' story that Brust has been having so much
>>fun with in other contexts.  This, while it makes my head hurt, has some
>>basis to it - the question of whether Vlad has gone from being the
>>treacherous brother to the magic brother is particularly interesting.

Four brothers, I believe, in brokedown palace. 

>Hmmm, not bad.  I've always thought that Kiera is an old friend of Vlad's
>mother, which explains why she's so nice to him, but I have no logical
>basis for it.

I always figured her for either Kieron reborn (notice the name and the
friendship with Aliera) or the avatar of Verra (ditto).  If she is Verra in
disguise, her actions make more sense, especially if Verra was "the witch"
vlad's father married.  On the other hand, doesn't Verra seem just a bit
like a Jenoine?

If the elves are dragaerens,
the dwarves are serioli,
the humans are easterners,
the catcentaurs themselves,
then are the Jenoine the Demons? and if so, does that make Cawti 1/4
demon?

Erica Sadun
erica@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 02:05:14 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Vlad Possibility

jek133@cac.psu.edu (Josh Kaderlan) writes:
>Doesn't it say in one of the early Vlad books (that's publishing order)
>that the Great Weapons are all Morganti blades?

Not *exactly*.  Vlad is talking about Morganti weapons, says they are all
endowed with a "kind of sentience," and then says that there are 17 that
are more.  Those are the Great Weapons.  That is in _Jhereg_.

Then, in _Phoenix_, Vlad gives the Serioli names for Iceflame, Pathfinder,
and Blackwand.  Since Morganti weapons are made by the Serioli, one assumes
one can draw the obvious conclusion :).

>Spellbreaker may be a really cool weapon (I especially like the scene
>where Vlad wanders around, absentmindedly destroying buildings left and
>right),

As I said before, Spellbreaker is largely a defensive weapon - it, well,
breaks spells :).  It is hard to use that aspect of it defensively, since
it cannot *cast* spells.  It also appears to be able to be self-animated,
at least under some circumstances, and is capable of healing minor wounds,
at least in the Hall of Judgement.  (Yes, you can whack someone with it,
but you can do the same with *anything*.  And, yes, you can use it to break
someone's shields before whacking them with something, but that is still
really a passive type of offense.  Easier to call it defense.  Especially
since you have to be close to whoever to do that.)

Also, Vlad wasn't destroying buildings, he was just causing their
protective spells to collapse.  I suspect a lot of angry landlords the next
day :).

>but it sure ain't not blade, and I highly doubt it's Morganti.  I think
>it's just a somewhat intelligent length of chain that does what it says.

I think it is Serioli-made, and is a Great Shield.  The only one we know
of, in fact.

I suspect *nobody* knows much about it - it was in an Athyra keep,
remember, apparantly being studied.  Sethra suspects something about it,
but is apparantly quite ignorant, given her comments in _Phoenix_.

So, Patrick, when is _Orca_ going to be published? :)

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 07:43:02 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  500 Years After (spoilers)

KAMCISAA@ELECTRICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac) writes:
>One other thing that I wonder about: these famous floating castles of the
>e'Drien line.  We've known all along that they existed prior to the
>Interregnum, and that they crash landed at the time of Adron's Disaster,
>but... How do you get to one without teleporting?  Isn't a mile straight
>up an awful long way to levitate?

Think a moment: sorcery was a lot less powerful before the Disaster.
Therefore they wouldn't have been floating a mile up (falling 100 feet is
probably enough to seriously destroy any given large stone structure,
especially if it's not built to fall). Therefore, levitating up to them
would *probably* be about the same Degree of Difficulty as teleporting
there now.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 18:05:46 GMT
From: jtcyen@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Jonathan Yen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

<an74191@anon.penet.fi> wrote:
>Ok, first off to Graydon.  Sir, I believe that Sethra Lavode's words and
>actions about Spellbreaker ADD to my belief that it is one of the 17.
>After all, we are told, the Great Weapons are basically _VERY POWERFUL_
>versions of morganti weapons.  Vlad, nor anyone else in the books that I
>remember, has named their morganti daggers but Sethra Lavode tells Vlad
>that *HE* should name the chain he took.  This in itself is suspicious as
>I _SINCERELY_ doubt that Sethra Lavode would tell someone to name a
>magical item.

Didn't Vlad say in one of the books that the 17 Great Weapons were also
Morganti?  i think he mentioned that the user could actually decide whether
the soul was destroyed or not.  But the fact is, if the Great Weapons are
Morganti, then people should be able to feel the taint from Spellbreaker.
Since people do not, then Spellbreaker is not a Great WEapon

>To Mark Alan Lang.  While it is true that all the Great Weapons that we
>have seen so far are blades it is possible that Spellbreaker was MEANT to
>be without a blade.  Perhaps it was designed to simply negate magic so
>that the wielder could show how good he or she was with weapons.  To any
>who think this is

Then, Spellbreaker is for defense rather than offense.  And since weapons
are used for offense...let's just call Spellbreaker one of the 17 Great
Armours.

>To the individual who asked about the problems Vlad would have on the
>Paths of the Dead I have three possible solutions.  First, as you said,
>Vlad won't be able to leave and therefore becomes a martyr to the newly
>formed house of Easterners.  Second, he calls in the debt Verra owes him
>and with her help is able to leave the Paths.  Third, (and I think most
>likely) Vlad will leave the Paths of the Dead the same way Sethra Lavode
>did, as an undead.  Of course this means he won't be able to be head of
>the house of Easterners but hey, it's a living!  (I know, even groaned
>when writing this).

Why would he have to go on the Paths of the Dead again???  Is there
something I'm missing??  I think that if it went out that a person came out
of the Paths of the Dead twice...I think that person is already famous,
never mind a martyr.  If you want someone to go into the Paths of the Dead
to get something, tell Aliera or Morrolan to do it...they both have the
blood of Verra in them.

>To Graydon, once more.  I'm putting my vote for `Father of Devera' on
>Mario.  It's possible he's an ex-Dragon (maybe Kragar?) and anyway I don't
>think Kieron's going to come out of the Paths unless its to take back his
>sword and kick Aliera's butt around for a few hours but ever then it'll be
>only till he gets his sword back and then he'll go back to the Paths).

I personally think it is Krager that is the father of Devera.  Why?  Well,
he used to be a full Dragon, and it is possible for him to be reinstated.
I mean, there is now a precedence with the case of Cawti's friend.  (i
forgot her name, okay??)  Also, we have never been told just why Krager was
kicked out.

>Finally to Tim Iverson.  Sure Vlad's friends tend to get involved because
>it effects them too.  But I would consider the possible collapse of the
>Cycle (and therefore the Empire) would effect them, even if it won't occur
>for a few Dragarean's lifetimes.

I have two thoughts on this Phoenix House, and I'm not sure if it is just
me or if there is something wrong in the books.  In _Taltos_, Morrolan
tells Aliera that Zerika is the last Phoenix, thus meaning that there is no
male Phoenix for her to marry.  If this is so, then there is no new Phoenix
to become the heir.  However, in _Jhereg_ or _Yendi_ (I forget), Vlad asks
Aliera how many Phoenixes there were in the Phoenix Guards, and she says
that there were not that many and that Dragons make up the majority of the
Guards.  Finally, Vlad states somewhere that a baby is considered part of
the House of Phoenix if a phoenix flies over the house of the baby.  Now,
my question is...are all the statements right?  I might have misinterpreted
one of them.  But if they are true, then just what makes one a Phoenix
these days???

Jonathan

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 22:57:47 GMT
From: mongo@netcom.com (Max Rible)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Vlad Possibility

>>but it sure ain't a blade, and I highly doubt it's Morganti.  I think
>>it's just a somewhat intelligent length of chain that does what it says.
>
>I think it is Serioli-made, and is a Great Shield.  The only one we know
>of, in fact.

I recall reading on the Net years ago a post by Steve Brust that was in
answer to "Is Spellbreaker a Great Weapon?", which was decidedly
noncommittal.  (It's been years, but I think it was on the order of "We'll
see...  heh heh heh...")

Max Rible
mongo@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 05:31:13 GMT
From: mcdaniel@convex.com (Tim McDaniel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  Vlad Possibility

Tim Iverson <iverson@lionheart.com> wrote:
>We know that he has to father a child before his Grandfather dies, but who
>says this has to be with Cawti, or that the child must be human?

I've been assuming that the kid Vlad is wandering around with at the end of
"Athyra" is going to be his adoptive son.  All the prophecy said was that
Noish-pa would live long enough to hold Vlad's son (or Noish-pa's
great-grandson; I forget which) in his arms.  Nobody said "natural-born
child of his blood", or that the son couldn't be 50 years older than his
father.  Typical prophecy.

Tim McDaniel
Convex Computer Corporation
Richardson, TX (near Dallas)
mcdaniel@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 16:49:24 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

middletn@MCS.COM (Evan Middleton) writes:
>And, as a parting question, has anyone else noticed that, at some point,
>Pathfinder has changed sizes? In _Jhereg_, "a short weapon" In _Taltos_,
>"It was quite a bit taller than she was."

(Okay, that was edited a bit to make it shorter.)

Uh, maybe because the sword that Kieron carried wasn't Pathfinder?  It was
just Kieron's sword, not a Great Weapon.

Pathfinder she got elsewhere, and she gave Kieron's sword to Sethra the
Younger (I think).

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 06:06:02 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

Hans Rancke-Madsen <rancke@diku.dk> wrote:
>I seem to remember that Kragar once said that he couldn't cut it as a
>Dragon because people kept forgetting that he was there and didn't pay
>attention to him - a bad trait in a commander.

   I haven't checked the books, but I'm pretty sure that that's just Vlad
speculating - Kragar consistently refuses to talk about why he was kicked
out of the Dragon House.

   On another topic in this thread: in _Yendi_, Aliera has a line, "I'm
going to find this Jhereg, and I'm going to show him Kieron's Sword."  We
can conclude that she traded it for Pathfinder sometime in between _Yendi_
and _Jhereg_. (This is consistent with statements in _Jhereg_ that she had
obtained Pathfinder only recently.)

   I haven't found an exact reference, but I got the impression from
somewhere that the trade took place at the Battle of Baritt's Tomb, which
would help date that, too, if I'm right.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu
goldfarb@UCBOCF.BITNET   
goldfarb@soda.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 06:47:16 GMT
From: jek133@cac.psu.edu (Josh Kaderlan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

>Haven't we? I can't check my books right now, but I seem to remember that
>Kragar once said that he couldn't cut it as a Dragon because people kept
>forgetting that he was there and didn't pay attention to him - a bad trait
>in a commander.

He was joking.  Vlad asked him why he was kicked out, and he gave the
reason you just did.  But then Vlad states that Kragar was joking, that he
would never talk about the real reason he was kicked out of the Dragon.  I
believe the exchange took place in *Yendi*.

Josh

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 15:25:53 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Vlad Possibility

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>So, Patrick, when is _Orca_ going to be published? :)

I don't know.  That's up to Ace.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 17:56:00 GMT
From: tool@mcs.com (Daniel Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

It's explicitly mentioned in one of the books (Teckla?) that Aliera got
Pathfinder at the Battle of Baritt's Tomb.

Spellbreaker is certainly different from the (other?) Great Weapons in that
it isn't made out of metal - unless Gold Phoenix Stone qualifies as metal.

As I recall, Brust is planning to publish 19 Vlad books - one for each
house, plus _Taltos_ (first chronologically) and _The Final Contract_ (last
chronologically).  The source on this was good, although I can't now
remember what it was :).  

Dan Blum
tool@genesis.mcs.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 06:07:35 GMT
From: falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu (Fred A Haskell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: Orca

In my last post, made to the "500 Years After (spoilers)" thread, I made a
comment that somebody immediately emailed me about, calling me to task
about my mean-spiritedness, or something.  Sorry about that.

So.  I expect when people read the revelations in ORCA, some are going to
say, "Huh?  What?", some are going to slap their foreheads and say, "Of
course!", and others are going to be puzzled.  (Me?  Hey, I'm the kind of
guy who, when Archie Goodwin says, "I expect you had this figured out a
while ago, but I was in the middle of it and therefore may be excused for
missing it," I think, "What's he talking about?  I guess I'll read on and
find out...."  So my reaction was, "Hmmm.  That's nice.")

Anyway, when Steve talks about these revelations he grins and says that
some people are going to go back to the other books to see if there were
any clues.  (My assumption is that these people will think Steve wasn't
playing fair and want to catch him at it.)  He goes on to say that the
clues are all there - and have been from the beginning.

So if you're that kind of person, you might want to go back now and get a
head start on it.

Just something to think about...

Fred A. Levy Haskell
falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 17 Apr 94 01:13:42 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Devera's father

betsyp@char.vnet.net (Betsy Perry) writes:
>Some years ago, early in the series, I asked Brust if Morrolan was
>Devera's father.  He said, "No, Devera's father is someone with more ...
>lineage."  (Ellipses his.)  This would seem to rule out Kragar, Mario,
>Loiosh, and just about anybody else we've met to date.
 
The speculation/rumour/insider info with which I am most familiar sugguests
that Kieron re-incarnates (presumably into the e'Kieron line of the House
of the Dragon) and marries Aliera.  Hopefully for poor Morrolan's peace of
mind, they will move out and live somewhere _else_.
 
>Brust also said that there _will_ be a Phoenix Heir, and that Devera will
>be involved in making such possible.  Bear in mind that (1) I may have
>misremembered the conversation (2) Brust may have changed his mind and (3)
>Brust is a notably tricky guy.
 
I can think of two mechanisms off the top of my head; the first is that
Devera can time travel, as indicated by her tendency to show up before she
is born.  If she's capable of doing this for large spans of time, it seems
not unlikely that she's going to show up in the home of some member of the
House of the Phoenix and say 'how would you like to marry the Empress?'
 
The second is that they, whomever 'they' were, would not consider one a
Phoenix unless an actuall Phoenix is seen to pass over at the time of one's
birth; this sugguests that a Phoenix passing over might be regarded as
indicating that the child _belongs_ in the House of the Pheonix,
irrespective of the House of their parents.  This does have the difficulty
of ignoring the actual-descent-from-the-beastie basis for the Drageran
Houses (anyone else want to know if a Lavode is a Drageran animal?);
perhaps Devera will take after her mother, and extend Aliera's genetic
reasearch into recombinant DNA (or, really DGM - Dragerean Genetic
Material) research.
 
Maybe Devera is going to *make* a Phoenix.
 
Maybe Devera is going to make a Phoenix out of Vlad, thus getting him off
the hook with the Jhereg by convincing everyone that he's dead (which ought
not to be too hard if the procedure starts with dissolving him part-way in
chaos), and thereby arranging for the kid Noish-pa is so concerned about at
the same time!  :]
 
Oh yeah - the scene in Yendi when Devera tells Vlad that 'Uncle 'Rolan's
really worried' ought to make it canon that Morrolan isn't her father.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 02:39:55 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Devera's father

<SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA> wrote:
>...Devera can time travel, as indicated by her tendency to show up before
>she is born.  If she's capable of doing this for large spans of time...

   Remember the little girl who shows up in _The Phoenix Guards_ to inform
Adron of Aliera's birth?

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu
goldfarb@UCBOCF.BITNET   
goldfarb@soda.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 23:47:00 GMT
From: mongo@netcom.com (Max Rible)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

niwe@ppvku.ericsson.se (Nils Weinander,7430,000446) writes:
>This reminds me of something I have often mused over: what are the
>Dragaeran animals really?

Well, let's look at the Cycle:

Phoenix sinks into decay -      we never see a Phoenix, so we don't know if
                                it's the burning-bird style or simply the
                                rebirth-from-fire sort.  We've seen very
                                few members of the House of the Phoenix, so
                                it's hard to assign a particular character
                                to them.
Haughty dragon yearns to slay.  - fairly standard, not apparently fire
                                breathing, and they have neck tentacles
                                that stiffen when angry.  Members of the
                                House are into military battle, rather than
                                personal.
Lyorn growls and lowers horn    - descriptions suggest they have only one.
                                Perhaps a rhinoceros or unicorn?  Aren't
                                House Lyorn the record keepers?
Tiassa dreams and plots are born.       - Nils suggests a midsize feline;
                                I can't recall one.
Hawk looks down from lofty flight       - Fairly standard.  The House have
                                sharp features, but I can't recall any
                                stereotypes.
Dzur stalks and blends with night.      - Big cat.  Members of the House
                                are into one-on-one combat, rather than
                                pitched battle, and are very bad-tempered.
Issola strikes from courtly bow         - Nils mentions a vague memory that
                                it might be a bird.  Members of House
                                Issola are very graceful.
Tsalmoth maintains though none knows how.       - Only thing I can recall
                                is the use of tsalmoth butter in cooking.
Vallista rends and then rebuilds        - ???
Jhereg feeds on other's kills.  - Small, smart carrion-eating winged lizard
Quiet iorich won't forget       - ???
Sly chreotha weaves his net.    - I get the impression they're much
                                bigger than the average spider - their nets
                                are big enough for a dragon to wander into
                                (though this tends to distress the
                                chreotha)
Yendi coils and strikes, unseen         - Looks snakelike.  "The bite of
                                the Yendi can never be fully healed." is a
                                proverb, so they're probably poisonous,
                                too.  The House is known for their scheming
                                and plots.
Orca circles, hard and lean.    - Our friend the killer whale.  The House
                                tends toward sailors.
Frightened teckla hides in grass        - Seem like small rodents.  The
                                House is basicaly peasantry.
Jhegaala shifts as moments pass.        - I recall some reference to
                                jhegaala eggs somewhere...
Athyra rules minds' interplay   - The bird Vlad met in the paths of the
                                dead was large and brown, as I recall.
                                They may be telepathic in the living world,
                                as well.  House Athyra tends toward
                                sorcerers.
Phoenix rise from ashes, gray.  - Interesting, given that the
                                decadent-phoenix-followed-by-Phoenix-
                                Reborn is supposed to occur only one time
                                in 17 Cycles (or is my memory fading?).

Someone else mentioned that kethna were some sort of goats.  Other things
we've seen include cat-centaurs.  (Does anyone know what Serioli look
like?)

Has anyone put together a Dragaeran Bestiary, or are we doing that right
now?

Max Rible
mongo@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 23:59:48 GMT
From: mongo@netcom.com (Max Rible)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>SPOILER ALERT************************
>"As you know, it was Mario who finally killed the Emperor, when he tried
>to use the Orb against the Jhereg.  Another Phoenix tried to grab the
>throne, and father had to move too quicky.  The next thing you know, we
>have a sea of chaos where the city of Dragera used to be, no Emperor, no
>Orb, and no Empire.  It was close to 200 years before Zerika turned up
>with the orb."
>
>Can someone resolve this with _500 Years After_?  Given that it's out of
>Aliera's mouth, I suppose it could be revisionist history, except that
>this came up in reference to the second Dragon-Jhereg war, and that wasn't
>in _500 Years After_.

Brust has, on occasion, fiddled with his own history.  Somewhere in your
re-read you'll note that Vlad first claims to have obtained Spellbreaker in
Dzur Mountain, but later amends it to fighting an Athyra wizard in his own
castle.  Anyone have the exact quote?

Max Rible
mongo@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 02:54:51 GMT
From: kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Pam Korda)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Dragaeran Animals

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>We see norski in _Brokedown Palace_, and I want to think of rabbits.  I'm
>not sure that's right, though.

I seem to recall that the norska can be rather nasty - they like to bite.
also, they are carnivorous. So no, I don't think that norska==rabbit.

>Kethna I'd say are probably closer to antelope, but that's just a hunch.

Kethna==pig (Somebody has barbecued kethna ribs in one of the Vlad books,
and in _Athyra_, there is a reference to the infamous "pig with a wooden
leg joke," with "pig" replaced by "kethna.")

Pam Korda
kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 06:37:05 GMT
From: niwe@ppvku.ericsson.se (Nils Weinander,7430,000446)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: animals of the cycle (was various topics)

I was obviously not the only one wondering about the Dragaeran beasts.

mongo@netcom.com (Max Rible):
>Tiassa dreams and plots are born.	- Nils suggests a midsize feline;
>				I can't recall one.

In 'The Phoenix Guards' there are references to what a Tiassa looks like
since Khaavren is of that house. I get the impression that it is somewhat
like a lynx.

>Issola strikes from courtly bow		- Nils mentions a vague
>                               memory that it might be a bird.  Members of
>                               House Issola are very graceful.

On the other hand it might be Iorich I'm thinking of. Right now the phrase
'an Iorich's feather' seems vaguely familiar.

>Tsalmoth maintains though none knows how.      - Only thing I can recall
>                               is the use of tsalmoth butter in cooking.

People of the house of the Tsalmoth are said to have rounded faces.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 13:02:21 GMT
From: dn1g+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dawn Marie Neuhart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

>Brust has, on occasion, fiddled with his own history.  Somewhere in your
>re-read you'll note that Vlad first claims to have obtained Spellbreaker
>in Dzur Mountain, but later amends it to fighting an Athyra wizard in his
>own castle.  Anyone have the exact quote?

From what I recall, Vlad got Spellbreaker when he was on a mission from
Sethra to retrieve the sword with Aliera's soul.  He got it from the
wizard's castle where the sword was located, grabbed the sword and Morrelan
and they went back to Dzur Mountain to give it to Sethra.

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 20:25:45 GMT
From: KAMCISAA@electrical.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

jtcyen@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Jonathan Yen) writes:
>I personally think it is Krager that is the father of Devera.  Why?  Well,
>he used to be a full Dragon, and it is possible for him to be reinstated.
>I mean, there is now a precedence with the case of Cawti's friend.  (i
>forgot her name, okay??)  Also, we have never been told just why Krager
>was kicked out.

Didn't Kragar say at the end of _Phoenix_ that he got the boot because no
one ever noticed him?  ie: He'd give an order, but no one would hear it,
and battles would be lost...In other words, he was just plumb useless as a
Dragonlord.

>I have two thoughts on this Phoenix House and I'm not sure if it is just
>me or if there is something wrong in the books.  In _Taltos_, Morrolan
>tells Aliera that Zerika is the last Phoenix, thus meaning that there is
>no male Phoenix for her to marry.  If this is so, then there is no new
>Phoenix to become the heir.  However, in _Jhereg_ or _Yendi_ (I forget),
>Vlad asks Aliera how many Phoenixes there were in the Phoenix Guards, and
>she says that there were not that many and that Dragons make up the
>majority of the Guards.  Finally, Vlad states somewhere that a baby is
>considered part of the House of Phoenix if a phoenix flies over the house
>of the baby.  Now, my question is...are all the statements right?  I might
>have misinterpreted one of them.  But if they are true, then just what
>makes one a Phoenix these days???

In _Taltos_ Morrolan tells Aliera that Zerika is the last Phoenix, and when
Aliera asks him if there can be another Phoenix he says "Ask me again in
about a hundred thousand years, when it starts to matter" (of course
100,000 years is kind of long for one cycle, given the 17-cubed year limit
on each reign, but so what?).  In _Yendi_, Aliera says that Phoenixes are
the rarest Phoenix Guards, but I got the impression that she was speaking
hypothetically, not commenting on the current state of the Guard.  And yes,
in _Jhereg_ Vlad says that "they won't consider you a Phoenix unless an
actual Phoenix was seen to fly over the house where you're born".  I read
this not as "Any baby born in a house with a Phoenix flying over it is a
Phoenix", but as "A baby born to two Phoenix parents is not a Phoenix
unless a Phoenix flies overhead when he/she is born".  So I guess all three
of those statements could be true.  However, Vlad also states in Jhereg
that it is possible (through) crossbreeding to create some more Phoenixes.
And don't forget about Illista and her brother (something-Star, wasn't it?)
maybe they can be forgiven their crimes and return from exile to begin
repopulating the House.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 22:52:18 GMT
From: falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu (Fred A Haskell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Orca

emma@Kanpai.Stanford.EDU (Emma Pease) writes:
>So when will Orca be out?  My guess is that not till this time next year
>as the manuscript presumably hasn't gotten to the publisher yet (or has
>it?).

The manuscript has been at the publisher (Ace) since, um, a couple of
months ago or thenabouts.  Steve has heard that the letter from (um,
Terri?) with editorial suggestions is winging his way (via Ace?) in fact,
he expected to see it just before Minicon, but, as of Friday, he still
hadn't seen it.  So those of you know know how long these things take will
be able to figure out when the book ought to be out, based on this status
report.  Right?

>Can you at least tell us where Orca stands in the time line (or is it one
>with lots of flashbacks)?  I can well imagine it taking place shortly
>after Vlad starts managing his area when he can finally take a full
>revenge on all the Orca youngsters who use to beat up on him.

***POSSBILE SPOILER (but probably not) BELOW***

Hmmm.  Interesting guess.  But, no, I don't think it will spoil anything
for anybody to say that ORCA takes place after Athyra.  (This is well - I
told Steve when I finished reading Athyra that a number of people would
probably offer to do him bodily harm if his next Vlad book was another
prequel.)

****END POSSIBLE SPOILER****

Fred A. Levy Haskell
falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 00:55:19 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>Also, we know that it has Sethra mystified.  She doesn't know as much I
>think I will still maintain that it is a Serioli-wrought shield: it has
>mystical properties, like the Morganti weapons (they destroy a soul,
>Shieldbreaker destroys spells), and it has a certain kind of sentience,
>like the Morganti weapons (Vlad can feel them, psychicly, and
>Shieldbreaker moved around on its own when there was a reason to distract
>Vlad).
 
Spellbreaker blocks spells - it's made of something impermeable to magical
energy, so if you swing it through them, they get disrupted.
 
This is a good argument for it being Serioli, actually - who else could
manage to 'enchant' something that eats magic? (Spellbreaker almost has to
be the product of pre-empire sorcery, in other words, unless of course the
Serioli use yet a fourth system.)
 
It's *not* psychicly linked to Vlad - he'd notice.  Loiosh would notice,
even moreso.  Even more interesting, that really very competent Athyra
hadn't figured out what it was, but thought it very valuable, and acquiring
Spellbreaker is one of the very few major events in Vlad's life I'm almost
certain Verra didn't have her multi-jointed fingers in.

------------------------------
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             Marta Randall & Resnick
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Date: 15 Apr 94 09:30:14 GMT
From: mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk (Saint Erroneous)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gap into Conflict

Aron Gamman <aron.gamman@asacomp.com> wrote:
>I find the world he's creating to be fascinating in its darkness, but
>there's no one in the novels to really attach to and care about. Morn
>seems to be the perpetual victim, ignoring Donaldson's games trying to
>play role reversal every couple chapters. She's the only even slightly
>sympathetic character besides her son.

Why, might I ask, do you need to have characters you can sympathise with in
a book? Yes - it makes it easier to read when you can identify with the
major characters, but I think Donaldson it making a conscious attempt to
create _very_ human characters. Given that the majority of humans _are_
bastards his cast seems quite realistic.

In this the Gap books are similar to the Convenant sequence. He
deliberately uses a flawed, screwed-up main character. The Gap books just
take it one step further. All the characters are "on the edge", struggling
to survive are doing almost anything they can to do that...

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 14:50:51 GMT
From: vptjlk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Klemow Jason L.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gap series.

Speaking of Donaldson, after reading and enjoying both series, it is hard
to imagine they came from the same author.

The Thomas Covenant was a clear good / evil theme, including the "good"
believing that good results do not justify bad means.  The characters were
all either "good" or "evil" except Covenant who sided with "good" but kept
falling into "evil"

However, the gap theme is the opposite were ends justify all means and
everyone is out for themselves with no characters being "good" just
different degrees of evil.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 21:39:37 GMT
From: guillam6@cti.ecp.fr (Azatoth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gap series.

I don't think it's so surprising to see the difference between the two
series. Indeed, what I feel is the most important in the series is the way
the characters develop, and not the category in which they are (good or
evil). Indeed, THAT's what I liked most in Donaldson's works, though I like
the stories well, too. That is also the reason why I like long series
better than single novels. When a character has a well constructed
behavior, you can identify with him/her much easier, and that's what novels
are for (at least for me).

Mat

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 19:56:52 GMT
From: dperkins@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Donnella Perkins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dave Duncan

I've been reading a couple of Dave Duncan's books from the "A MAN OF HIS
WORD" series and I for the life of me can't find book 3, Is it worth the
effort to order the whole series, I mean I liked the first one but it seems
like the series is just pushing the next book.  So for anyone who has read
the series - does it finish, adequately?  I mean I love sseries, but I
prefer each to be self-sufficient.  I still read Anthony because of that.
But Duncan's books do not seem to be.

Thanks.

Donnella Perkins

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 06:12:43 GMT
From: robertaw@halcyon.com (Robert A. Woodward)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan

I consider A Man of His Word 1 story that comes out in four installments.
And it does come to a conclusion in Emperor and Clown. So find Perilous
Seas.

rawoodward@aol.com
robertaw@halycon.com
cjpw69a@prodigy.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 06:51:07 GMT
From: gwong@s.psych.uiuc.edu (Gary Wong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan

russgold@netaxs.com (Russell Gold) writes:
>I have read almost all of his books (cannot find "A Rose-Red City" which
>is out of print), and have rarely been disappointed. I would recommend
>that you especially check out his "Seventh Sword" trilogy when you finish
>"A Man of His Word"

A Rose-Red City was adequate, but the others are better, especially the
Seventh Sword.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 12:46:37 GMT
From: young@epas.utoronto.ca (Abigail Ann Young)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan

The series does indeed end in four books, but I wouldn't call the
conclusion adequate or satisfying: I was very disappointed by it. I suggest
trying the find the third and fourth books in your library rather than
ordering them.... Of course, this is just my impression: YMMV.

Dr. Abigail Ann Young
Records of Early English Drama
Victoria College
University of Toronto
young@epas.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 16:29:28 GMT
From: snyderjd@ucsu.colorado.edu (SNYDER  JOHN DAVID)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gerrold and Chtorr Wars, book 5 finished yet

He just released his second installment of his recent series: _Covenant of
Justice_, which I hope will be much better than the first one, _Under The
Eye Of God_. (Couldn't be much worse) ;-)

In any event, I hope to see the next Chtorr book out soon. Excellent stuff!

I have Vol. 1, No. 1 of his old newsletter _The Brass Cannon Report_
(1986).  Has anyone ever seen this, or does anyone have any other issues?

John Snyder
University of Colorado at Boulder
snyderjd@ucsu.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 03:49:38 GMT
From: nebus@ruphys.rutgers.edu (Joseph Nebus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "When HARLIE Was One" by Gerrold

Talk about serendipity...

   Yes, let's. Just yesterday I happened upon a copy of "When HARLIE was
One (2.0)" and am now working through it (I'm around page 165). What I
hadn't realized was that the first story in "With A Finger In My I" was not
just "set in the same continuity" as HARLIE but apparently was the
beginning. I don't know how much of the "WAFIMI" version made it in to 1.0
but where it was dated it was dated comically. I half expected to see the
"Laugh-In" cast appear in it. 2.0 is at least less dated (at the moment).

   And was "Voyage Of The Star Wolf" intended to be a rewrite of
"Yesterday's Children?" I missed it entirely, although thinking about it,
there are definite similarities...

   On the other hand, "Yesterday's Children" started out life as a Star
Trek TV script, that Gerrold ultimately wrote as "The Galactic Whirlpool,"
which I place as one of the best Trek books ever written. And the rewrite
of "Yesterday's Children" - I mean the first rewrite, "finishing" the
story, not "Star Wolf" if it is - is a very enjoyable book, though nobody
looking at it would ever have guessed its ST origins.

   (On yet another hand, as an obsessive/compulsive I can't stand the idea
of editing the already-published and have to keep wondering what the
"alternate" stories have in them.)

Joseph Nebus

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 12:43:15 GMT
From: bs@gauss.mitre.org (Robert D. Silverman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gerrold and Chtorr Wars, book 5 finished yet (question 23849762)

snyderjd@ucsu.Colorado.EDU (John David Snyder) writes:
>He just released his second installment of his recent series- _Covenant of
>Justice_, which I hope will be much better than the first one, _Under The
>Eye Of God_. (Couldn't be much worse) ;-)
 
Let me disagree with this last assessment. I have read both Under the Eye
of God and Covenant of Justice. IMO, they were quite good.
 
Bob Silverman

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 17:12:20 GMT
From: gleason@mwk.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Harrison: Transatlantic Tunnel (was Re: Stainless Steel Rat query)

barring@cs.umass.edu (David Mix Barrington) writes:
> I think Harrison is best as a comedian - my favorites are _Technicolor
> Time Machine_ (Hollywood producers plan to film the Viking exploration of
> North America), _Bill, the Galactic Hero_ (a parody of Heinlein's
> _Starship Troopers_, not to be confused with a recent series of
> shared-world sequels), and _Star Smashers of the Galaxy Rangers_ (a
> parody of Doc Smith and John W.  Campbell (as a novelist under his own
> name)).

"Star Smashers of the Galaxy Rangers" is a truly hysterical book. I beleive
it also pokes a little fun at a few of Fredric Brown's stories, as well.

Lee K. Gleason N5ZMR
Control-G Consultants
gleason@mwk.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 13:52:39 GMT
From: newton@indial1.io.com (Thomas Newton Bagwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mythago Wood

How many books are there in the Mythago Wood cycle, and what are their
titles?  Are there any short stories, and if so which books are they in?

The only two I've read are Mythago Wood and Lavondyss.  It seems like I've
heard about The Bone Forest, but I'm not sure if it's a novel or short
story.  Lavondyss was very hard to find in itself...are these books
primarily published overseas?

What else has Robert Holdstock written?

Thank you.

Tom Bagwell

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 10:15:59 GMT
From: paulk@arc.ug.eds.com (Paul Andrew King)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mythago Wood

_The Bone Forest_ is a short story collection, the title story is a prequel
to _Mythago Wood_ (and was also published in Interzone).

There is another novel, _The Hollowing_, currently available in hardback
only.

I don't know about availability in the U.S.

BTW if you liked _Mythago Wood_ you should also read Ian McDonald's _King
of Morning, Queen of Day_. (Brain freezes on exact wording of title - I
think that's right).

Paul K.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 14:38:58 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mythago Wood

Paul Andrew King (paulk@arc.ug.eds.com) wrote:
>BTW if you liked _Mythago Wood_ you should also read Ian McDonald's _King
>of Morning, Queen of Day_. (Brain freezes on exact wording of title - I
>think that's right).

That's the correct title. I noticed a similarity too. If I recall
correctly, Ian McDonald commented that he had liked Rob Holdstock's stuff
when he read it, and that that was at least one of his sources for the
ideas in KoM,QoD.

I'm not sure, but I think the story in The Bone Forest is another Mythago
Wood novella, not the same one as in an earlier collection In the Valley of
The Statues.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 18:52:29 GMT
From: akomins@ellis.uchicago.edu (arin komins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mythago Wood

The newest in the Mythago Wood sequence was _The Hollowing_ which has yet
to be published in the U.S. (available from HarperCollins UK)

Other books that Holdstock has done:

Eye Among the Blind
Earthwind
Necromancer
Where Time Winds Blow
In the Valley of the Statues
Mythago Wood
The Emerald Forest
Lavondyss
The Bone forest
The Fetch
Night Hunter
The Stalking
The Talisman
The Ghost Dance
The Shrine
The Hexing
The Labyrinth

Hope this was of some help.

Arin
akomins@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 12:49:03 GMT
From: li@ial4.jsc.nasa.gov (RYL)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Bridge of Birds_

Thanks to recommendations from this newsgroup several months back, I picked
up this book when I saw it at a used book store.  When I finally got around
to reading it, I was very impressed; a very nice book, with a beautiful
ending (the Bridge ascending to Heaven, what more needs to be said? :) ).
Any other opinions/comments?  Did Barry Hughart write any other books
featuring Number Ten Ox and Li Kao, and if so, how are they?

RYL
li@ial4.jsc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 13:02:47 GMT
From: middletn@mcs.com (Evan Middleton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Bridge of Birds_

Barry Hughart has written two other books about Li Kao and Number Ten Ox.
They are _The Story of the Stone_, and _Eight Skilled Gentlemen_. Warning:
_The Story of the Stone_ is slightly surreal, and also slightly hard to
follow for some people...But well worth your time.

Evan

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 09:56:46 GMT
From: fraserdk@dcs.gla.ac.uk (David K Fraser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Lawhead

nhendrix@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Nathan Hendrix) writes:
>David K Fraser <fraserdk@dcs.gla.ac.uk> wrote:
>>Empyrion
>>
>>Also published as two books, "The Search for Fierra" and "The Seige Of
>>Dome".  Pretty mediocre, but better than the Dragon King trilogy...
>
>Haven't read this. Is it worth getting?

If you could stand the Dragon King trilogy, then you'll probably like this
one better. It reads better than the Dragon king trilogy, although it has
quite a few rough edges - some cruddy prose and description, and a few
ideas that didn't quite come across - or ones that a non-Christian would
find hard to understand. I think he was trying to write a Christian novel
without writing putting folks off - he uses Christian ideas and symbolism,
but tucked away inside the story. It almost works, but The Song Of Albion
does it way better.

In summary, it's not worth searhing hard for, but if you happen to come
across it in a 2nd hand bookshop, it's proably worth buying.

David F.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 16:10:48 GMT
From: schrepf@informatik.uni-muenchen.de (Ulrike Schrepf)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tamora Pierce

I'm looking for _The Emperor Mage_ or _Wolfspeaker_ by Tamora Pierce. It
seems to be out of print, although it's fairly new.  Can anybody out there
tell me what happened to it - or even better, tell me a way to get it :-)
Thanks.

Ulrike Schrepf
schrepf@cip.informatik.uni-muenchen.de

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 20:56:48 GMT
From: 97jrr@williams.edu (Champignon Ecrasee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tamora Pierce

   I've never even heard of _The Emperor Mage_ or _Wolfspeaker_, and I
thought I was pretty up-to-date when it came to her work. Is it possible
that this is the second book in "The Immortals" series (of which _Wild
Magic_ was the first)? If so, I believe it's due out in the summer. (Or
maybe this month, I can't remember.)
   Do keep me posted (all puns intended.)

Julie Rapoport
97jrr@williams.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 16:16:44 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tamora Pierce

Wolf-speaker, Tamora Pierce, Macmillan-Atheneum, (New York, 1994), ISBN
0-689-31833-2, is the newly released sequel to Wild Magic.  The book
arrived at my local SF store (at my request) on Friday.  It is as good as
its predecessor; that is to say it is not as good as the books in the Song
of the Lioness series, but still worth buying in hardcover.

For those of you have not read Tamora Pierce, find her _Alanna, The First
Adventure_.  You will probably have to look in the children's section of
the book store; however it is a good read for all children under the age of
one hundred.

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 22:38:20 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heechee saga ... 4th book?

Andy Finney  <andy@atsf.demon.co.uk> wrote:
>Did Fred Pohl ever write a 4th Heechee book ... the one where they get out
>of their black hole to confront the final foe ... or something?  I will be
>denied full medical until I know!

Let's if I can remember.  The books are _Gateway_, _Beyond the Blue Event
Horizon_, _Annals of the Heechee_, and _Heechee Rendesvous_ (I think that's
the right order and titles).  There's also a book containing short stories
related to the Heechee, but I don't recall the name of it off hand (but it
does have "Heechee" in it, so it's not too hard to spot).

IMHO, the last book in the series is easily the weakest.  I suppose Pohl
was under a lot of pressure from his publisher to finish the series.  I
wish he would've waited until he came up with a better resolution than the
one presented.  Perhaps it would've been best to have no real resolution at
all.  I suspect that any explanation of The Assassins' behavior that we
could understand would be at least a little disappointing...

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 20:40:25 GMT
From: mikes@ingres.com (Mike Schilling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heechee saga ... 4th book?

dave@CS.Arizona.EDU (Dave Schaumann):
> The books are _Gateway_, _Beyond the Blue Event Horizon_, _Annals of the
> Heechee_, and _Heechee Rendesvous_ (I think that's the right order and
> titles).

You've got 3 and 4 reversed; understandably, since both were pretty
forgettable.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 19:15:18 GMT
From: mlkenned@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Melita L Kennedy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Marta Randall books?

I've enjoyed Marta Randall's books every since I read _Islands_.  I'd like
compile of list of her works so that I have some idea how many more I need
to buy/read.

Here's what I have:

   Islands
   Journey
   A City in the North
   Dangerous Games (?)
   A Sword in Winter

Any more?  Thanks in advance!  

Melita Kennedy
mlkenned@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 17:12:57 GMT
From: DARIN@comsys.byu.edu ("Darin L. Stewart")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Resnick's Kirinyaga

I have enjoyed the 'Afiaca Motif' as used by Resnick in the Kirinyaga
stories and M. Shayne Bell in his "Dry Niger" stories.  Has either of these
two authors published a novel in these settings or even just a compilation
of shorts?

Darin L. Stewart
Telecommunications Services
Brigham Young University   
(801) 378-7838             
darin@comsys.byu.edu       

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Books - Schmitz (3 msgs) & Shea & Snyder (2 msgs) & Steele &
               Tepper (2 msgs) & Vance & Joan Vinge & Weber & 
               Robert Charles Wilson (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 23:35:23 GMT
From: dswartz@pugsley.osf.org (Dan Swartzendruber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Nice Day for Screaming

rcrowley@zso.dec.com writes:
>_The Demon Breed_ grew out of "The Tuvela", I believe (Sea Wasp or
>somebody will know for sure, I am sure).  Great book, it's been mentioned
>here lately on account of the immortality treatments mentioned in it.  I
>liked it because of the otters, the competent female protagonist who
>wasn't Telzey or telepathic, but, best of all, because of the way the
>horrid little alien critters are defeated.  Lots o' bluffing.

I wouldn't have wanted to play a game of high-stakes poker against her,
sure enough.  It was one of the funnier examples of mental judo I've ever
seen.

>_A Tale of Two Clocks_ also can be found under the name _Legacy_, and is a
>fun read.  Quillan (there's a short story involving him in the NESFA
>hardcover - I think; unless I read it in Pride of Monsters.  Hmmm.) shows
>up part way through and proves to

AKA, Bad News Quillan, sometimer smuggler and racketeer.  Also a major in
Space Scout Intelligence - he likes being a major so much, he's been one at
least twice before :)

>I have a copy of _The Eternal Frontiers_ which I have not yet read; people
>keep telling me it isn't very good.

It isn't up to his usual standard, no.  But not that bad.

>I think my current favorite Schmitz story is in A Pride of Monsters.  The
>title escapes me, but it's essentially a man and a woman agent trying to
>evade a really nasty monster and the men it's controlling.  She's _really_
>smart (even for a Schmitz heroine)

An energy critter from another star cluster.  It sneaks into the
force-shielded complex.  It wasn't controlling them, it was competing with
them to kill her and her partner, snce they were crooked and had been
caught at it (the bad guys, not the detectives...)

>and she has the coolest toys.  Something (mind blast?) puts her out of
>commission, however, and she has to tell the man

I seem to recall it was a near miss by an energy weapon?

Dan S.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 18:36:51 GMT
From: dswartz@pugsley.osf.org (Dan Swartzendruber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Nice Day for Screaming

mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner) writes:
> I've never laid hands on a copy of _A Tale of Two Clocks_.

I have a copy of it, published under a different title, "Legacy".  Maybe
there is something different about the two books, but it fits with what I
remember from a copy of "Tale of Two Clocks" I read back in high school.
 
Dan S.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 05:54:07 GMT
From: robertaw@halcyon.com (Robert A. Woodward)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Schmitz Story (title??) Was: "A Nice Day for Screaming"

bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris) wrote:
> I recall reading a Schmitz story where the machines run by the Psychology
> service (that we see in Telzey, for example) have become something more -
> Dominators.  There is a psychic battle between the hero and one of the
> Dominators, which the hero wins (it's a close call, though).  What I'm
> trying to recall is the name of this story (optionally: where I read it).
> I think where I read it was in an anthology which wasn't all Schmitz BTW.

This story is almost certainly "The End of the Line." I found a Schmitz
bibliography, and it lists 3 anthologies with this story:

Space Pioneers (ed Andre Norton - 1954)
To The Stars (ed Robert Silverberg - 1971)
Tomorrow 1 (ed R. Hoskins - 1971)

rawoodward@aol.com
robertaw@halycon.com
cjpw69a@prodigy.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 03:22:57 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Michael Shea's _Nifft the Lean_

For those of you Shea fans out there, the hardcover first edition of
'Nifft' is due out in June/July.  Apparently the slightly revised text is
complete, and Shea is currently working on a nifty map to accompany the
book.

I can hardly contain myself.  I haven't been this excited since the first
hardcover edition of _Drawing of the Dark_ by Tim Powers was released.

Finally, this World Fantasy Award winning book will be in a format that
will last a long long time.  Joy!  I'm going to phone Carl Sagan right now!

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 21:08:38 GMT
From: piaw@bowfin.cs.washington.edu (Piaw Na)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Midori Snyder

I found a copy of "SoulString" at a used bookstore, and it's *wonderful*.

(SPOILERS)

Other fantasies concentrate on how farmX (where X is a boy or a girl) get
to become royalty, but how many fantasies are there about royalty who would
go on a quest to be farmX?  Unique, lovely, and unforgettable.

Midori Snyder had a story in last year's "best fantasy" too.  It was a
well-written short story.

Now: what about her current books?  I noticed there's some series that
she's writing, except that I usually hate series.  Can these books be read
independently?  Will I like them?  Or has she sold out to become one of the
many trilogy-pedlars that we need fewer of?

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 05:05:22 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Midori Snyder

piaw@bowfin.cs.washington.edu (Piaw Na) writes:
>Now: what about her current books?  I noticed there's some series that
>she's writing, except that I usually hate series.  Can these books be read
>independently?  Will I like them?  Or has she sold out to become one of
>the many trilogy-pedlars that we need fewer of?  Piaw

Of the trilogy (_New Moon_, _Sadar's Keep_, _Beldan's Fire_) I read only
the third (having not noticed the other two when they came out).  As a
storyline it was fairly self-contained; I didn't have any difficulty
figuring out what was going on.  However, there were too many characters,
each presented too sketchily, for the story to be really engaging.  This
might have been less apparent had I read the previous two books, but I'm
not sure: _Beldan's Fire_ introduced some new characters who were whisked
offstage again before I had a chance to develop much feeling for them.

It was a pleasant enough read, but I haven't been motivated to hunt down
the other two books.  The most interesting part for me was the woman of
urban background - fantasy heroines are so often rural, and she was
refreshingly different in outlook.  I thought it might have been a better
novel if it had been wholly her story, without the other plotlines.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 17:53:01 GMT
From: sffen@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Allen Steele

phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org writes:
> When is Alan Steele going to come out with another book??

Actually, Allen Steele will have a book coming out this fall be the title
of "Gericho Iteration."  I don't know what it is about, yet.  He is Guest
of Honor at a convention this weekend in St. Louis, MO (Name That Con 7)
and we may find out more then.

Randy Davis

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 16:55:26 GMT
From: kruger@hardy.math.okstate.edu (Janny Laias)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sheri S. Tepper: _Gate to Women's Country_

eslyons@husc9.harvard.edu (Elizabeth Lyons) writes:
>I recently picked up Sheri Tepper's _Gate to Women's Country_. I may have
>put it down for a five minute spell or two, but otherwise, I was
>mesmerized. Do any of you know what else she's done worth checking out in
>the sci-fi realm?

   She's done a *lot*, and it's all very good.
	
   There's the True Game books, of which there are nine, although it's
possible to read any set of three without being obliged to read the others.
   The first trilogy is: King's Blood Four, Necromancer Nine, Wizard's
Eleven. I would reccomend reading these three first, as they give the feel
for the world and introduce characters very well.
   The second trilogy is: Jinian Footseer, Dervish Daughter, Jinian
Star-Eye. The events of Jinian Footseer happen before and during Wizard's
Eleven, and tie into it very nicely.
   The third trilogy is: The Song of Mavin Manyshaped, The Flight of Mavin
Manyshaped, The Search of Mavin Manyshaped. These are more or less a
prequel, and are very nice as well.

   She's also written an extremely loose trilogy set over several thousands
of years, which barely ties in together until the third book. These are:
Grass, Raising the Stones, and Sideshow.

   Then, other random stuff by her. The Revenants, Northshore, Southshore,
After Long Silence, The Gate to Women's Country, Blood Heritage (might have
the title wrong on that - it's out of print) and The Bones.

Gee. You'd think I was a *fan* or something. Hope I helped.

Cera Kruger
kruger@math.okstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 17:02:10 GMT
From: jdnicoll@engrg.uwo.ca (James Nicoll + Jasmine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sheri S. Tepper: _Gate to Women's Country_

   What were the names of her two horror novels?  Worth looking for simply
to see just how dim a major supporting character can be: I'd place Badger
below Bujold's Ivan, and the hooker from _Miami Blues_ in terms of
cluefulness.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 05:32:06 GMT
From: pickrell@netcom.com (Brian Pickrell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance

Jack Claff (jack@scu.edu.au) wrote:
>But some of his [Vance's] concepts are atrocious, for example his
>football like game (was it Hadaul?)  where the aim is to rip the clothes
>of the beautiful virgin and in the book The Face where the Darsh are into
>whips and pederasty.

But it's realistic to present foreign cultures as doing certain things that
offend us, and to portray a hero as being enough a product of his culture
as not to see anything wrong with it.  At least Vance doesn't give the
above-mentioned practices any more respect than they deserve, in contrast
to ... I guess making an unfavorable mention of those Gor books here would
be like shooting fish in a barrel.

The whips-and-little-boys act in The Face always reminded me of the name of
a local bar band when I lived in Omaha: Buck Naked and the Bare Bottom
Boys.  These guys eventually made their way to San Francisco, not
surprisingly.

>But I deeply respect his command of the language and if there are any
>other authors (American or other) who can spin a story like Jack Vance I
>would like to know about them so I can read their work.

The closest I can think of would be either Avram Davidson or R. A.
Lafferty (his short stories highly recommended, novels not so), but neither
is a very close comparison.  I mention two s.f. writers because I am fairly
ignorant of that subgenre of literature known as "non-science-fiction."

Brian Pickrell

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 18:59:40 GMT
From: greenlee@primate.wisc.edu (Diane Greenlee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joan Vinge

I have read all three of the Queen novels (_The Snow Queen_, _World's End_
and _The Summer Queen_).  I would suggest that anyone who is interested in
reading these novels, read them in sequence.  _The Summer Queen_ picks up
fairly soon after the end of _The Snow Queen_, and although _World's End_
centers around a different character, what happens in that book figures
significantly in the events of _The Summer Queen_.

Enjoy!

Diane Greenlee
Wisconsin Regional Primate Research Center
greenlee@saimiri.primate.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 03:33:06 GMT
From: mmartini@nobska.er.usgs.gov (Marinna Martini)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Weber: Background info?

   Does anyone out there know any biographical info about David Weber, the
author of the Honor Harrington books?  They are really growing on me and I
am enjoying all the politics and infighting in the Manticoran Navy.  I
wonder what Weber's background is that he's able to write so well on this
subject?
   Thanks.

Marinna
mmartini@nobska.er.usgs.gov

------------------------------

From: "Evelyn C Leeper" <ecl@mtgpfs1.mt.att.com>
Date: Mon, 18 Apr 1994 09:40:15 -0400
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: MYSTERIUM by Robert Charles Wilson

		    MYSTERIUM by Robert Charles Wilson
	Bantam Spectra, ISBN 0-553-37365-X, 1994, 288pp, US$11.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   I have liked all of Robert Charles Wilson's previous books (THE HIDDEN
PLACE, MEMORY WIRE, GYPSIES, THE DIVIDE, THE BRIDGE OF YEARS, and HARVEST),
which is even more interesting when you consider how widely they vary.  THE
HIDDEN PLACE is a fantasy set in a hobo camp during the Great Depression,
MEMORY WIRE is a science fiction story of cybernetics in 21st Century
Brazil, GYPSIES is about the military trying to use children who can
"sidestep" into other worlds, THE DIVIDE is about the experimental
enhancement of intelligence, THE BRIDGE OF YEARS is about time travel, and
HARVEST is about aliens who come to transform the human race into something
higher.  If there's a pattern here, I don't see it.  (And lest there be any
confusion, this book is *not* by the co-author of the "Illuminati" books.
That is Robert *Anton* Wilson.)

   And now we have MYSTERIUM, a book based on gnosticism.  I must admit
that gnosticism in the early Christian church is not one of my strong
points.  From a historical perspective, I know that gnosticism led inpart
to Manichaeism and the religion of the Bogomils, but I am less clear on
their doctrines, so I have to take MYSTERIUM based on what Wilson conveys
within it.  (I hope he's more accurate on gnosticism than on mathematics -
where he refers to the "anthropic principle in the language of set theory",
or physics where he describes a thirty-degree incline as "not steep.")  Of
course, one might claim that since one of the basic principles of
gnosticism is hidden knowledge Wilson doesn't have to convey it clearly.
After all, in Luke 8:10 it is said, "Unto you it is given to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing
they might not see, and hearing they might not understand," a very gnostic
concept.

   The town of Two Rivers, Michigan, is happy when the government builds a
secret laboratory nearby, disappointed when they discover the employees
won't be pumping money into the local economy, and surprised when they wake
up one morning to discover that their entire town has been transported to a
world like theirs but different.  Their country, whatever it is, seems to
be at war with New Spain, and the Proctors have arrived to bring the town
under control.  No one is quite sure what has happened, but Howard Poole is
sure it has something to do with his uncle, Alan Stern.

   The three parts of MYSTERIUM are entitled "Mysterium," "Mysterium
Tremendae," and "Axis Mundis" (reminiscent of the three sections of A
CANTICLE FOR LEIBOWITZ).  Each begins with a brief excerpt from Stern's
diary, heavy on the Greek terms but somewhat helpful in understanding the
religious basis not only of this new world but also of the book itself.
Because gnosticism is the key to what's happened to the town of two rivers.

   I have a couple of minor quibbles.  Given the time of the "world-
split," it seems unlikely that names such as Boston and Meso-America would
be use.  (Wilson attempts to explain this by having Graham note, "The
movements of people, the evolution of language.  It's as though history
wants to flow in certain channels.  Broad ethnic groupings persist, and
there are roughly analogous wars, at least up until the tenth or eleventh
century.  There are plagues, though they follow different patterns.  The
Black Death depopulated Europe and Asia no less than five times," but I'm
not convinced.)  And his science is sloppy (see my comments about set
theory and thirty-degree slopes earlier).  But in spite of these problems,
I found MYSTERIUM to be an engrossing novel.  I may not believe the
religious underpinnings of it, but then the same was true of A CANTICLE FOR
LEIBOWITZ and that didn't stop me from liking that.  This uses religion
slightly differently, of course, but read it for yourself to see how.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 16:38:01 GMT
From: jdnicoll@engrg.uwo.ca (James Nicoll + Jasmine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: MYSTERIUM by Robert Charles Wilson

   I've read all of Wilson's books except _Mysterium_ and all of them have
plots driven in part by a character who is emotionally/psychologically
crippled and whose interests as they see them conflict with that of the
protagonists [The army/intelligence fellow in _Memory Wire_, the 'hunter'
in _Gypsies_, the no-account brother in _The Divide_, the deserter in
_Bridge of Years_, and the ex-army fellow in _Harvest_. I don't recall _The
Hidden Place_ well enough, but I think it was the uncle in that book]. The
pattern popped out at me when I read four of his books in a row. It's
almost as predictable as a child getting savaged in an Orson Scott Card
novel.

   No idea what the significance if any is, except characters in his books
who are from a military background appear likely to be dangerous cripples.

James Nicoll

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		     Television - SeaQuest (9 msgs) &
                                  Star Trek (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 23:13:49 GMT
From: wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest--Darwin: Real or fake?

> Now, can anyone confirm or deny the report that the Dolphin has written
> several episodes? I noticed an improvement in the show and couldn't help
> wondering if a higher life-form had taken over.

Speaking of Darwin (this is actually a serious question), is he a real
trained dolphin or a very good mechanical imitation?  I've read a couple
threads a long while back that stated that he was a machine, but I've read
something in the papers that said that there were dolphin tanks at the back
of the Universial Lots where the seaQuest studio is located (hinting that
Darwin is actually real).  I have also seen "Dolphin Handling: XXXXX XXXXX
and associates" in the seaQuest credits. (Again, hinting that Darwin might
be real).
 
Does anyone know if Darwin is real?  (What evidence do you have?)
 
Thanks.

Wesley Chan
wchan@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 00:00:41 GMT
From: mwsmith@lamar.colostate.edu (Michael Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest--Darwin: Real or fake?

>Does anyone know if Darwin is real?  (What evidence do you have?)

The answer is both. They have a real dolphin for most of the shots, but for
some closeups, they use a mechanical. As for my source, I think it was
Entertainment Tonight, but it may have been another show just like ET.
 
Michael Smith
mwsmith@lamar.colostate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 05:27:26 GMT
From: wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest--"Photon Bullet" w/ spoilers

OK.  I know that the 4/17/94 Airing of "Photon Bullet" in the USA was a
repeat, but I haven't seen any discussion on this episode yet...  And yes,
this thread has spoilers, so if you don't want me to spoil this episode,
don't read on. 

Anyways, seeing this episode for a second time brought in a lot of
questions.

1.  The ARPANET (it's real, isn't it, or something very close to it is
real?), which Mycroft crashed when WaterWesley, I mean Lucas :-), was 2,
the InterNet?  (Or does the ARPANET coexist w/ the Internet?).  Please
enlighten me on this InterNet history (Or am I way off in outer space
here?)  For you historians, the Arpanet was crashed in 2005 (when Lucas was
2).

2.  Lucas spent HOURS trying to hack into the World Bank.  He ran a RA
(Reduction Algorthim), and got in in 3 seconds?  Also, isn't the World Bank
part of the Present Day UN?

3.  Also, if NODE 3 houses all of the important Fiber Optic highways, why
would world governments trust a known military hacker and 21 kids to run
this Important Strategic Point?  I mean, if a terrorist attack were to
occur, wouldn't part of the world's communications come to a halt (unless
there were other nodes to reroute the communication to).  It just doesn't
make sense.

Oh well, it was a break from 2 weeks of pre-emptment.  What a way to build
a loyal viewership for the show...

Wesley Chan
wchan@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 05:44:16 GMT
From: wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest--Future Episodes

SPOILER alert

I think that the dolphin probably plays a crucial part in writing the
script for seaQuest, after seeing the preview for the new May episodes.
The main reason that kept me as a loyal viewer for seaQuest was that there
was a slight chance that some of the events on the show could ACTUALLY
occur in the future (i.e. the Information Superhighway, genetically
engineered viruses, etc.) I don't think that Star Trek could really
occur...warp engines and transporters?  Not in my lifetime...

However, after seeing the previews for two new May episodes, I've got to
personally flame the writers.  An alien in an underwater spaceship?  Aren't
we getting a little too Star Trekish here?  And the second new episode?
Even more funny: Ford encounters a new race of "humans" which have been
genetically engineered and are mermaids, lead in a cult by none other than
Charleton Heston?  (Then Ford gets turned into a mermaid...)  I've had
little or no problems with previous episodes, but as one of the show's
biggest fans, I think that these ideas are downright outrageous and
obnoxious.  Slowly and slowly, seaQuest is turning into a hi-tech comedy.

Anyways, the season finale sounds promising.  From what I've seen in the
previews, the seaQuest must be destroyed to save the world.  (Perhaps this
is "That Sinking Feeling...").  If in the very unlikely chance that the
previews are right, this may be the FINAL episode of seaQuest (please, no
flame war here...)  Also, are these 3 episodes the "3 new summer episodes
that NBC ordered" in a post I read a couple weeks back?

Just my 2 cents...

Wesley Chan
wchan@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 13:28:16 GMT
From: mcmahan@saluda.cs.unca.edu (Scott McMahan -- Genesis mailing list owner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest--"Photon Bullet" w/ spoilers

Wesley T. Chan (wchan@eis.calstate.edu) wrote:
>(Or does the ARPANET coexist w/ the internet?). 

The ARPANET was the forerunner of the Internet. I presume it still exists
today as a subset of the global Internet. It was originally, and I presume
still is, the Dept. of Defense network. The Internet was originally a Dept.
of Defense project to create a country-wide communications network in case
of nuclear war. Perhaps in the future, it becomes something very important.
Or a new ARPANET is created that is different from the original.

>2.  Lucas spent HOURS trying to hack into the World Bank.  He ran a RA
>(Reduction Algorthim), and got in in 3 seconds?  Also, isn't the World
>Bank part of the Present Day UN?

The World Bank has something to do with the UN - I believe its primary
purpose in life is making loans to underdeveloped countries that will never
pay them back. But, in the future, it would supposedly become the Federal
Reserve of the world.

>3.  Also, if NODE 3 houses all of the important Fiber Optic highways, why
>would world governments trust a known military hacker and 21 kids to run
>this Important Strategic Point?  I mean, if a terrorist attack were to
>occur, wouldn't part of the world's communications come to a halt (unless
>there were other nodes to reroute the communication to).  It just doesn't
>make sense.

No, but then this is seaQuest. :)

It is presumeably a dire-warning type show - "look what can happen if you
don't stay vigilant" - people take the information flow for granted and
become very lax in auditing it.

>Oh well, it was a break from 2 weeks of pre-emptment.  What a way to build
>a loyal viewership for the show...

I know. It looks like NBC is doing *everything* in their power to get the
show cancelled.

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 15:54:19 GMT
From: mcahlon@acs.ryerson.ca (Michal Cahlon - HTMG/W94)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DSV-Who is Templeton?

Who is the bald, Australian accent fellow who plays Templeton on Seaquest
DSV?  What episodes was he in other than Bad Water?  And where can one send
a brief note saying that one liked the acting and the character?

Surely someone out there knows?  And can tell me before May 1, which is
when I lose this email account. :-(

M. Cahlon
mcahlon@acs.ryerson.ca

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 16:15:33 GMT
From: 98782359@wsuvm1.csc.wsu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaquest-finale

I read someone's post of a sci-fi episode guide that had some info
suggesting SeaQuest had been renewed for a second season and that they were
going after a more sci-fi theme.  Personally, it is stupid show, but I
watch it anyways since there isn't anything else on at that time, and Lois
and Clark looks too dumb to watch.  Maybe NBC has pushed for better scripts
on SeaQuest.  It is the only thing I can see that will save it.

C. Miller

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 20:43:52 GMT
From: ac896@freenet.carleton.ca (Tara Springers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SEAQUEST BRIDGER/WESTPHALEN QUESTION

Can anyone tell me what happend to Bridger's wife or Westphalen's husband.
I assume they were both married once.  I missed some of the initial
episodes where this information was probably revealed.

I know that Hitchcock and Krieg were once married.  It seems strange that
everyone else on the ship is unattached. ( Am I wrong?)

Tara

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 23:11:14 GMT
From: wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST BRIDGER/WESTPHALEN QUESTION

ac896@FreeNet.Carleton.CA (Tara Springers) writes:
>Can anyone tell me what happend to Bridger's wife or Westphalen's husband.
>I assume they were both married once.  I missed some of the initial
>episodes where this information was probably revealed.

Bridger's wife died (of natural causes?) before he eventually became
captian of the seaQuest.  Westphalen's husband was killed when Dr. Zeller,
a fanatical and mad scientist, released a plague on the island that Dr.
Westphalen's husband was studing on.

> I know that Hitchcock and Krieg were once married.  It seems strange that
> everyone else on the ship is unattached. ( Am I wrong?)

Lucas's attraction grows towards Juliana (from Photon Bullet), and Bridger
and Westphalen's attraction will eventually resolve itself in the season
finale.

Wesley Chan
wchan@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 20:40:59 GMT
From: cujjh1@uxa.ecn.bgu.edu (Jonathan Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Those previews for "Journey's End"

I guess what I didn't like about it was the boy being the *only* human to
make this step.  In the future if more humans evlove the same way as the
boy did I guess it would be a little more believable but a lot less
enjoyable for me.  As you said, *groups* should be evolving like the boy,
not him alone.  Anyway, I doubt they will do this in few shows left.
That's probably good - I find it hard to get into shows where normal humans
acquire "magical powers", which is what the boy impressed me as doing.

JJH

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 21:02:38 GMT
From: mvp@netcom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG "Journey's End"

DENISE INGLIS <DENISEI@ALCON.ACU.EDU> wrote:
>Gack!  Blech!  Ptooey!
> 
>Just saw "Journey's End" last night.  This show makes "Sub Rosa" look like
>a gem.  (Well, almost).

"Wesley Does Peyote" was a annoying episode ... at least it wasn't as bad
as "Genesis".

>The Indian story was just far too patronizing for words.  Will this still
>be an issue in the 24th century?  And will they still be referred to as
>"Indians?"

I agree with another poster, if they'd wanted to do it *right*, they'd have
named the tribe, not just made the PC-idiot assumption that "Indian" tells
us everything there is to know about their culture and beliefs.

Contrast Picard's respect for "Indian" (sic) pantheism in this episode with
his patronizing contempt for the religious beliefs of the Vulcanoids in
that episode from a few years back.

I'm beginning to question the hour per week of invaluable and irreplacable
lifespan that I waste on this gobbler every week.

Mike Van Pelt
mvp@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 18:42:45 GMT
From: aa932461@xdm062.mitch.cranfield.ac.uk (N.J.DULLAWAY)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TNG goof

The BBC have just started showing their next batch of TNG in Britain.  This
series is the immediate aftermath of the Borg encounter and tonight's
episode was 'Family', where Picard goes home to France. I've always thought
TNG production was very slick, but I did notice, in the scene where the
Picard brothers are walking along a path next to a hedge, that the hedge
was being disturbed by the camera crew walking backwards in front of the
actors. It was very noticeable.  Does this sort of goof happen regularly in
TNG? I'm surprised if it does.

NJD

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 20:03:58 GMT
From: warrenp@astro.ocis.temple.edu (-== THE PALADIN ==-)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deep Space Mall

>The thing that really blows me away about DS9 is that the prime reason the
>Fed took over DS9 was to study the Bajoran wormhole and the Gamma quadrant
>beyond it. A secondary reason was to keep an eye on the Cardassians and to
>keep their grubby paws off of Bajor. The Federation is doing neither very
>well, it seems. The wormhole is an afterthought, and most of the time the
>Gamma quadrant is ignored or is a place someone is chased to.

Incidently, the station, and the worm hole are in Bajoran space.  The
Feddies can't get too involved with Bojoran internal affairs.  (Remember
that Prime Directive thingie?)

The Federation is mapping the Gamma Quadrant - remember the woman from the
low grav world Bashir had a fling with?

There have been ships going through from the Federation and others almost
constantly (background dialog in episodes) - remember the game players that
trapped Sisko, Dax, Bashir and Kira?

There are starships in the area, and DS9 is only one of many posts to keep
an eye on the Cardies.  ( See intelligence reports in episodes )

The Federation can only help Bajor so much, then it has to pick itself up.
They have ships to defend themselves and the wormhole too (sometimes).

>Wouldn't the Fed have set up a 'contact team' on the station, with their
>own small fleet of runabouts and a charter to map and explore the Gamma
>quadrant?  The crew of DS9 seems to be to busy to do this on their own.

Sisko is the contact team.
Don't forget, we know at least the Vulcans have put ships through.

While I agree that this show hasn't the grand themes of the others, it at
least keeps itself internally inconsistent.  8-)

warrenp@astro.ocis.temple.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 02:35:16 GMT
From: teenagefan@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek

I agree with Doug.  DS9 was I thought damaged and in need of a complete
overhaul.  Yet it seems that it's up and running just like no Cardassians
ever were there.  Wouldn't they totaly lock out the computer systems, and
if they didn't wouldn't the Federation get tons of knowlege.  I like
Babylon 5 a lot more than DS9.  I too am a fan of the original series Trek.
Characters and stories were so much beter and more than made up for the
loss of advanced technology. I still like The Next Gen BUT It will never be
a good as the TOS.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 19:00:08 GMT
From: mazania@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Malcolm Azania)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Roddenberry + DC FONTANA

I've scanned several passages from the new Gene Roddenberry biography,
talked about the book with a friend, put a hold for it at the public
library.
   Frightening.
   And very, VERY disheartening.
   Last year, DC Fontana (whose work I ordinarily love) turned out a
somewhat lackluster script for DS9 called "Dax." It dealt with the efforts
of a group of loyalists to protect the name of a great hero - in Dax's
case, even at cost to her/its own life. The hero's wife, against tremendous
pressures (including her own dissatisfaction) helped maintain her
hero-husband's image, because the image meant so much to so many people.
   The problem was that the hero was a traitor to the very ideas for which
he was celebrated.
   I finally understand the story "Dax."
   Thanks, DC.

Malcolm Azania

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 21:02:22 GMT
From: gberigan@cse.unl.edu (Greg Berigan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deep Space Mall

>>The thing that really blows me away about DS9 is that the prime reason
>>the Fed took over DS9 was to study the Bajoran wormhole and the Gamma
>>quadrant beyond it.

Not really.  Commander Benjamin Sisko was assigned to Deep Space 9 before
the wormhole was even discovered, which was later in the first episode
(DS9: Emissary).  (Indeed, in the original 2hr. airing of this first
episode, the wormhole effect was NOT included in the opening credits, but
in the 2-episode reairing it was added.)

>>A secondary reason was to keep an eye on the Cardassians and to keep
>>their grubby paws off of Bajor.

This is more likely the original reason.  Indeed, Bajor invited the
Federation to take command of the station, but it remains Bajoran property
since the end of the Cardassian occupation.

>The Federation is mapping the Gamma Quadrant - remember the woman from the
>low grav world Bashir had a fling with?

Melora, from the episode DS9: Melora.

Greg Berigan
gberigan@cse.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 23:24:30 GMT
From: lozinski@netcom.com (`Joe Cool')
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: STTNG comments

I've been watching ST and STTNG for some time now.

How come they keep killing off or get rid of enemies?

EX: Klingons, The Borg (especially the borg. I think they should return),
Lore (even though we never did actually _see_ him dismantled or get
dismantled)

Anyone have any insights they'd like to add?

Dave
lozinski@netcom.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Television - X-Files (8 msgs) & TekWar (2 msgs) &
                          Doctor Who & Alien Nation (2 msgs) &
                          Forever Knight

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 23:39:46 GMT
From: debbrown@delphi.com (Deborah Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: x-files

<mzuzolo1@vaxa.hofstra.edu> writes:
 
>I've always wanted to know, if anyone can tell me, if the stories from the
>show "The X-Files" are true stories?
 
They're not really TRUE stories, but I do know that some of them have their
basis in actual reports.  The UFO-centered episodes are cases in point.
People have reported certain events that have found their way into the
fictional stories.
 
Hope that helped (and made sense :).
 
Debbie Brown
debbrown@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 04:46:28 GMT
From: eglover@pinyon.libre.com (Eugene Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: "Darkness Falls" -- Didn't we already see this episode??

vghoward@delphi.com wrote:
>Didn't we already see this story told in "Ice"?  Even elements from that
>episode were the same (a dormant "bug" many thousands of years old that's
>accidentally released by stupid humans).  Apparently, the series has run
>out of movies to ripoff, so now the producers are ripping off from
>themselves!  At least "Ice" had an underlying point to its plot (that
>Mulder's and Scully's trust for one another extended to a physical one).
>All we learned about the characters in their latest expedition to the
>forest was that Mulder could be a real bonehead and Scully can get
>uncharacteristically panicky and squeal like a little girl.  Real
>revelations here.  One could almost hear the pitch meeting: "How about
>'Ice" in the forest?"  So what's next, guys?  "Ice" out at sea?  "Ice" in
>the air (on an airplane)??

Maybe not the greatest episode of the X-Files, but really... at what level
shall we carry the concept of stealing ideas from previous plots...  so far
most have been, "something weird happens, Mulder drags Sculley in, Mulder
believes, Sculley doesn't, Mulder is mostly right."  One could argue then
that they are ripping themselves off everytime.

The whole point of this was to show off how naughty eco-terrorist are...
:-)

Eugene Glover
Phoenix, Arizona, USA
eglover@libre.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 00:57:04 GMT
From: vghoward@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: "Darkness Falls" -- Didn't we already see this epis

You want plot holes?  How about this: Why didn't they just gather in front
of the jeep's headlights to drive off the bugs?  Why didn't Mulder, Scully
and the ranger just go with the eco-terrorist to find his friends, saving
both fuel and time?  As I watched, I actually thought up how the scene
might have played out if it were something out of "The Simpsons":
 
MARGE:  Homer, why did you let that man go?  He took the
        last of the gasoline!
HOMER:  Marrrge!  Don't worrr-ry!  He said he'd come back
        for us in the morning once he checked up on his
        friends - he gave me his word.
CHIEF WIGGUM:  Oh!  Well, did it ever occur to you, Mr.
               Simpson, that without that gasoline, we
               won't have enough fuel for the generator
               to keep the lightbulb on tonight??
 
Clueless, Homer gazes at him.  Wiggum throws up his arms.
 
CHIEF WIGGUM:  Those ancient killer bugs will eat us alive!!
 
Homer pauses, then slaps forehead.
 
HOMER:  Duoh!!
  
I want to EMPHASIZE as well, gang, that I am #1 "X-Files" fan geek (I was
one of the first who wrote heavily about the series on the Net when it
first premiered).  I'm becoming more and more disappointed with where this
show seems headed, the same formulaic mediocrity that plagued "Quantum
Leap" after that show's second season, it seems.  And I don't feel that the
series' concept is limited - the producers/writers are becoming lazy.
 
For example, the fact that Scully is Catholic could make for an interesting
story.  Maybe her faith in God could be shaken and tested in an episode.
But this series seems more concerned with "teaching" viewers about little
trivial facts regarding the scientific extreme.  That people brought back
from the brink of death can't wear watches, the possibility of alternate
lifeforms, that extra limbs have been replicated on the backs of
salamanders (the inspiration for the badly written "Young at Heart") and so
forth.  This contradicts critics who have praised the series for not being
"preachy."  While, in fact, it is...in the same sense that "seaQuest DSV"
is more concerned about teaching kids what a cool place the oceans are, and
how "The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles" was determined to teach "twisty"
history to its viewers.  The price that shows pay for wanting to be
dramatic soapboxes is that character development tends to suffer.
 
How does everybody feel about this?  Don't worry, I'm a professional
writer, so I'm pretty thick-skinned.  What do you think about the episodes
so far, compared to the earlier ones that probably drew you, as well as
myself, in to the series, in the first place?
 
My final comment is that "The X-Files"' greatest special effects are really
David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson.  But, unfortunately, the producers
don't seem to realize this.  The actors, and their characters, have been
wasted as of late.  I'll go into this a little more later.
 
In the meantime, discuss.
 
vghoward@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 22:24:03 GMT
From: cliff@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Cliff K Chen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: "Darkness Falls" -- Didn't we already see this epis

vghoward@delphi.com writes:
>after that show's second season, it seems.  And I don't feel that the
>series' concept is limited - the producers/writers are becoming lazy.

   I don't know about that.  I mean, they must feel fairly sure of
themselves if they are turning away fan scripts.  I have begun to feel that
the concept itself is limited.  There are many things which could be done,
but a major consideration is whether or not they WANT to do it.  Plus, I
would like to think that they are staying away from some topics because
they want to bring something new to them.  For example, a vampire story
could be a very BAD idea as everyone has so many preconceptions already.
   One limitation which I wish they hadn't placed on the show is the USA
locale.  There are many strange phenomena going on outside of the States,
but how are they supposed to get Mulder and Scully there if the FBI has no
jurisdiction outside the US?

>shaken and tested in an episode.  But this series seems more concerned
>with "teaching" viewers about little trivial facts regarding the
>scientific extreme.  That people brought back from the brink of death
>can't wear watches, the possibility of alternate lifeforms, that extra
>limbs have been replicated on the backs of salamanders (the inspiration
>for the badly written "Young at Heart") and so forth.  This

   Actually, I don't know if this really is considering being "teachy."  By
inserting this little factoids into the show, it lends the story that much
more credibility, enhancing that very slight belief in all of us that these
things are possible.
   This sort of thing is probably inserted more for the enjoyment of the SF
fans that the show has.  There's nothing more irking to an avid SF fan,
than things with no scientific basis whatsoever.  The trivia helps to
appease us.
   Although, lately they have been stretching things..."The inner rings are
older, right?"  Sheesh.

>professional writer, so I'm pretty thick-skinned.  What do you think about
>the episodes so far, compared to the earlier ones that probably drew
>you, as well as myself, in to the series, in the first place?

   I've felt that some of the later episodes seem to have lost the touch
that the initial ones had.  I think that part of the problem lies with the
writer's realization that X-Files' fan base has expanded so.  They (whether
or not they realize it) have taken to writing at a much lower level,
intellectually speaking.  Before they left much more to the viewer's
imagination and ingenuity, so the blatantly obvious wasn't spoken aloud to
your face.

Cliff Chen
cliff@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 23:14:45 GMT
From: jonesd@server.uwindsor.ca (Jones  Kristine Lynn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: "Darkness Falls" -- Didn't we already see this epis

vghoward@delphi.com writes:
>For example, the fact that Scully is Catholic could make for an
>interesting story.  Maybe her faith in God could be shaken and tested in
>an episode.  But this series seems more concerned with "teaching" viewers
>about little trivial facts regarding the scientific extreme.  That people
>brought back from the brink of death can't wear watches, the possibility
>of alternate lifeforms, that extra limbs have been replicated on the backs
>of salamanders (the inspiration for the badly written "Young at Heart")
>and so forth.  This contradicts critics who have praised the series for
>not being "preachy."  While, in fact, it is...in the same sense that
>"seaQuest DSV" is more concerned about teaching kids what a cool place the
>oceans are, and how "The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles" was determined to
>teach "twisty" history to its viewers.  The price that shows pay for
>wanting to be dramatic soapboxes is that character development tends to
>suffer.

Just MHO: 

Back up a bit...you think that the remotely plausible scientific stuff is
preachy, but testing Scully's religious faith isn't? I see it the opposite
way.  "Miracle Man" is the closest I'd like this show to get into religion.
Any more and I'd be losing interest _very_ quickly.  It's interesting that
you see the pseudo-science as a soap box: I don't think it's preachy at
all. It's never even a main part of the plot. They just stick it in because
they need to explain things enough so that alt.tv.x-files isn't a festival
of nitpicking. Well, it is anyway, but... ;) The pseudo-science is only
there because it has to be. I think if religion is brought into it, it
should only be a casual character thing and _not_ a plot device.

BTW; this is just MHO again, but I think the show is just as good now as it
ever was. Around here, DF was on three times over the weekend and I watched
it 3 times. I loved it! I think the people who aren't enjoying it as much
are just letting their old tv minds take back over: remember how hokey the
show looked when you saw that first preview, but once you suspended your
instinct to criticize, you liked it? Try going back into that mode. DF,
plotholes and all, is one of my favorites. I was *scared*. I was *yelling
out loud*.  Isn't *that* the point?
 
Kris
jonesd@server.uwindsor.ca 

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 00:18:00 GMT
From: michael.heser@dscmail.com (Michael Heser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: "Darkness Falls

>One limitation which I wish they hadn't placed on the show is the USA
>locale.  There are many strange phenomena going on outside of the States,
>but how are they supposed to get Mulder and Scully there if the FBI has no
>jurisdiction outside the US.

I don't think the show has a limit. Remember they have a file cabinet full
of "X-Files" from which to pull from. Mulder could be reading a tabloid and
see something that would start him off on an investigation.  And as far as
locale, I don't think that would stop him. He's gone off a couple of times
without FBI jurisdiction. (Washington D.C and WI.)

>I've felt that some of the later episodes seem to have lost the touch that
>the initial ones had.  I think that part of the problem lies with the
>writer's realization that X-Files' fan base has expanded so.  They
>(whether or not they realize it) have taken to writing at a much lower
>level, intellectually speaking.  Before they left much more to the
>viewer's imagination and ingenuity, so the blatantly obvious wasn't spoken
>aloud to your face.

I aqgree. There was something in the earlier episodes that is lacking as of
late.. Maybe it is that they are trying to broaden the appeal of the show.
Hopefully they'll be able to recapture some of that original spirit.

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 22:51:22 GMT
From: gonza006@maroon.tc.umn.edu (Pat Gonzales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: "Darkness Falls" -- Didn't we already see this episode??

mac7@po.CWRU.Edu writes:
>Yep, it was a poor "Ice" clone.
>
>"Start a fire you cretins!"

Well, Mike, *I *don't think it was a poor Ice clone. The alien nature of
the thing attacking them was the same, and the fact that they were in
relatively remote settings was the same. But I guess I don't see it... :-)

Secondly: the fire thing was something that I've been pondering that did
make sense. But I have also realized that since they were cutting old
growth forests, there would have been a lot of wonderful dry tinder on the
ground...there didn't appear to be a fireplace in the building they were
in....one flying spark could have sent a lot of timber up - and, depending
on the wind and where the fire started, maybe Our Heroes (and Guest Ranger)
would have been toast as well...

Pat Gonzales

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 23:09:02 GMT
From: aliskye@netcom.com (Laura F. Jenkins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-files

While the pilot episode does say it's based on actual events, I haven't
seen any evidence to support the truth of that statement.  (And the
negative evidence supports the idea that the episode is fictitious.)

Laura F. Jenkins
Los Angeles, CA
aliskye@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Apr 94 02:37:57 GMT
From: ssmythe@netcom.com (Steve Smythe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TekWar...

Just wondering who else is into TekWar, and if you know the viewing
schedule for it, and what happened to it.  Please email me at:

ssmythe@netcom.com or steve@dark.gentoo.com

Thanks!

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 06:13:17 GMT
From: FM65@music.mus.polymtl.ca (Marc Avigliano)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What is Tekwar?

I live in Canada and I just saw that Tekwar will start playing on May 2nd.
I would like to know a little more about this show like if there is a
general plot or if the stories have nothing in common. Is it violent or
non-violent? Is it good?

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Apr 94 20:15:14 GMT
From: ms3djf@midge.bath.ac.uk (D J Ford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doctor Who

rrocklif@silver.ucs.indiana.edu (Rolf David Rockliff) writes:
>DOCTOR WHO will be returning to television soon.  This time it will be
>produced by Amblin Entertainment, an American company which acquired the
>rights to the program from the BBC.

Not quite.

Amblin has a joint deal with the BBC in which Amblin produce the money, and
the BBC the talent.

Already the producer has been named, Peter Wragg, a Briton best known as
the creator of Max Headroom, and its Channel 4 pilot TV movie.

The BBC are also keeping much artistic control over it by all accounts, and
all the serious suggestions as to who would play the title role have all
been British.

>If you liked the Seventh Doctor and Ace, or if you are concerned that the
>new program might not respect certain essential elements of continuity
>with the original program, then you might wish to become a part of
>"WHOVIANS for McCOY and ALDRED," a new organization which already
>encompasses thousands of Doctor Who fans and several of the largest Doctor
>Who fan clubs around the world.

What, like when the TARDIS was grounded in 1970? And the Doctor spent a
year in exile on Earth? Or how about when the first regeneration took
place, eh? That was a pretty radical departure.

Things change, and unless you never want to see any new Doctor Who again, I
would just shut up.

Dave Ford
Bath University, UK
ms3djf@midge.bath.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 17:47:21 GMT
From: 98782359@wsuvm1.csc.wsu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alien Nation

    Someone a while back made mention of several movies and a couple series
going into production.  They made mention that Alien Nation was to be
coming back.  Does anyone know anything about this.  I liked the series in
first run, though the reruns on sci-fi tend to make me cringe sometimes.  I
would just like to see the cliffhanger resolved and Sykes get the babe down
the hall.

C. Miller

------------------------------

Date: 6 Apr 94 22:58:36 GMT
From: hutch911@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu (Hutchinson Trevor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alien Nation.....

The FOX network plans to do a two-hour movie with the original characters
from the show. It should be out late this year or early next year. They
will see how well it does then consider renewing the show again. Source
Broadcast Cable and Television.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 16:23:04 GMT
From: at994@yfn.ysu.edu (Karen Margala)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Forever Knight

   I was engaging in some late night tv watching the other evening, and
came across the "Crimetime: After Primetime" series, a Steven J. Cannell
production, and was wondering if the Forever Knight episodes were still in
production. The one I saw Tuesday was a re-run, I'd seen last summer I
think.  Thanks.

Karen

------------------------------
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Date: 13 Apr 94 18:51:04 GMT
From: hammar@python.cs.unm.edu (neil hammar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS:  Question on BttP.

njk8720@exodus.valpo.edu (Nathan J. Kluender) writes:
>I hope this isn't a complete waste of time.  I was watching the rerun of
>Born To The Purple and a friend of mine noticed something that we don't
>know quite how to take.  In the scene right after Sinclair convinces G'Kar
>to help in snagging the slave trader (Trakkus ??), Sinclair and Londo try
>to talk Talia into participating in the sting.  Londo claims that Adira's
>life is in danger.
>
>Here's the question: Talia responded by saying, "Is he telling the truth?"
>Isn't SHE the psychic?

   She was being consistant about not breaking the rules. She could "break"
those rules in the sale because she was being employed as an official
psychic at a transaction, and thus was expected (required) to scan surface
thoughts to detect deception.

Neil Hammar
hammar@cs.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 00:15:05 GMT
From: sharp@craycos.com (Steven Sharp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: another soul hunter question

pgf@srl03.cacs.usl.edu (Phil G. Fraering) writes:
>>"Will you follow me into fire, into storm, into darkness, into Death?..."
>>"And The Nine said, 'Yes'. Then do this as testimony to the one who will
>>follow..."
>
>"...who will bring Death, couched in the promise of new life, and renewal,
>disguised as defeat."
>
>I'm trying to figure out if that means anything wrt the Soul Hunters.

Clearly (well, maybe not) talking about Sinclair (or so the Grey Council
thinks, at least).

By surrendering, they got the defeat and hopefully the renewal.  As the
oldest of the 5 races, they probably need it.  The tough part is figuring
out what the "Death, couched in the promise of new life" is.  Is this a new
life through death prophecy, perhaps connected to the "pool of souls"
described in the Soul Hunter episode?  Maybe they will all die and be
reborn in a younger race?

JMS made comments about the ending of the war being related to prophecies
about rebirth or disaster.  This implies that the Death is actual death.
It might be the prophecied result if they hadn't surrendered.

It might also explain the biggest apparent flaw in the "Sinclair as savior"
theory, namely their willingness to kill him if he remembers.  They might
be afraid that if he remembers, he will do something that will lead to
their deaths instead of their rebirth.

I also have doubts that whatever Sinclair is expected to do will affect
only the Minbari.  Just because a Minbari religion predicted it doesn't
mean that it is a purely spiritual thing mattering only to them.  That
would seem to make a central plot thread revolve only around two races.
Therefore, I would predict that Sinclair will do or have something happen
to him that will have major effects on all the races.  This may be what
propels humanity into its third age.  The Minbari may want to grab all of
the results, or at least the biggest piece.  They would then be afraid that
Sinclair would figure out what was going on and deprive them of their goal.
This would leave them weaker than whoever got the results, ultimately
leading to their decline.  They would rather he die, maintaining status
quo.  Chrysalis certainly seems like a good name for an episode where
Sinclair undergoes a change into something superior.

Then again, maybe I am expecting something too dramatic.  Maybe the Grey
Council used Sinclair to assassinate the military leader so they could
seize power, then wiped out his memory.  Doesn't explain why they let him
(and EA) survive afterward though.  Oh, well.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 17:20:24 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sarah Douglas? (TV Guide blurb, minor spoilers)

danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood) writes:
> Anyhow, Robin Curtis plays an alien ambassador.  She's actually quite
> passable - I wasn't thinking of her as Robin Curtis at all through the
> whole episode.  Thank Great Maker, since I *hated* her in the Trek
> movies.  She's actually quite decent in this damn solid episode.

Yeah, quite reasonable work.  Her physical acting isn't up to dealing with
prosthetic appliances yet, and she still has trouble pronouncing many of
the words, but her breathing, voice resonance, and physical condition have
improved.  Probably the best work I've seen out of her to date.

(Although it's not fair to compare any actress to Mira Furlan, think of the
way Furlan *becomes* Delenn, and how Delenn is an entirely different
person; Curtis playing an alien is still an actress in appliance makeup.
Consider how a scene played between Douglas and Curtis would have looked,
and be grateful for the scripting that avoided such a confrontation, since
it allowed Curtis' scenes to be a tad more believeable.)

> Actually, I'm glad Sarah Douglas played Deathwalker.  She was FANTASTIC
> in the role.  Absolutely brilliant.  JMS, Kudos to casting.

AGREEMENT.  I found myself hoping she wouldn't get blown away, just so the
series could use her again.  (By the way, the slit-pupiled contacts were
*great*, but I was so taken up by her performance that I didn't even notice
them until I consciously "broke out" of the scene and psychologically
pulled back to look at details of lighting, costuming, and makeup...)

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 07:20:11 GMT
From: koreth@spud.hyperion.com (Steven Grimm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Deathwalker" (spoilers)

A pretty strong episode to kick off the next batch of new episodes.  I give
it a 7.5.  Now for the SPOILERS:

Seems like Sinclair was pretty nonchalant about the Vorlons blowing up a
ship under Earth Alliance protection, especially given what it contained.
I was hoping he'd walk up to Kosh and say, "Who the hell are YOU to tell us
what we are or aren't ready for?"

Did anyone else think Talia was having visions of the future?

The special effects were abundant here, but I mostly didn't care much for
them.  Too computery, especially once all the League ships started showing
up.  And I was disappointed by the Vorlon weapon; with the green electric
arcs we saw in the pilot, I was expecting it to look really unusual, rather
than like a thick TNG phaser beam.

Effects aside, I liked the storyline quite a lot.  All the characters were
well-written.  Watching G'Kar scheme is always fun, and the Kosh subplot
kept me guessing until nearly its final scene.  The acting was pretty good
all around.  The story did drag a little when it got into the political
stuff with the League, but quickly picked up steam again.

Some interesting hints about the Vorlons slipped out here.  They have
experience with immortality.  They don't like telepaths.  And how the heck
did Sinclair know *that*?  Doesn't seem like something that'd come up
during casual conversation with Kosh.  Not that Kosh is much of a
conversationalist.  Vorlon cocktail parties must be really, really dull.

Presumably Dr. Franklin has sent his scans of the immortality serum, along
with any samples he kept for himself, to Earth Central, whose scientists
are now hard at work trying to disassemble the thing.  Wonder if they'll
end up getting anywhere with it in the next four and a half years.

I also wonder why Sinclair didn't ask Jha'Dur what she knew about him.  She
may have heard some interesting things about what happened to him during
his missing 24 hours, and we know he's pretty curious about it now.  She
clearly knew *something*.

Suffice it to say there'll be plenty of speculation about "Deathwalker."

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 00:17:00 GMT
From: sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Deathwalker" (spoilers)

koreth@spud.Hyperion.COM (Steven Grimm) writes...
>A pretty strong episode to kick off the next batch of new episodes.  I
>give it a 7.5.  Now for the SPOILERS:

I give it an 8.9, where 8 is what I gave the premiere (for reference).

>Seems like Sinclair was pretty nonchalant about the Vorlons blowing up a
>ship under Earth Alliance protection, especially given what it contained.
>I was hoping he'd walk up to Kosh and say, "Who the hell are YOU to tell
>us what we are or aren't ready for?"

   I think that Sinclair was relieved, knowing the full price of the
immortality drug.  Londo seemed relieved too.

>Did anyone else think Talia was having visions of the future?

No.  And I don't think she was.

>And I was disappointed by the Vorlon weapon; with the green electric arcs
>we saw in the pilot, I was expecting it to look really unusual, rather
>than like a thick TNG phaser beam.

It was the same effect seen in the pilot movie.

>Effects aside, I liked the storyline quite a lot.  All the characters were
>well-written.  Watching G'Kar scheme is always fun, and the Kosh subplot
>kept me guessing until nearly its final scene.  The acting was pretty good
>all around.  The story did drag a little when it got into the political
>stuff with the League, but quickly picked up steam again.

Dragged?!?  This was the fastest paced episode so far.

>Some interesting hints about the Vorlons slipped out here.  They have
>experience with immortality.

We don't know that.  But they did seem uninterested in immortality, or they
were aware of the "catch" and proved to have high moral character.

>They don't like telepaths.

We don't know that.

>And how the heck did Sinclair know *that*?

I don't follow.  When did Sinclair say this.  All I caught was him saying
that Talia could have been "set up".

Mark Andrew Sulkowski

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 06:52:31 GMT
From: katzr@storm.cs.orst.edu (Russell Katz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Sinclair Memorabilia

Just a couple of questions to better understand the Commander.

Some have already noticed the mars globe on Sinclair's desk.  There are a
couple of other things I wonder about.

In ATSFOS I noticed on the table in Sinclair's office what looked like an
old framed picture portrait and a framed newspaper clipping.

Also in Sinclair's quarters is a framed fragment of SOMETHING.  I think it
says Sinclair Aviation on it...but I am not sure.

Does JMS or anyone with a better VHS know more about these items?

I'm just a little curious about Sinclair's backround and tastes.

Thanks in advance!

Russell Katz 
katzr@ucs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 20:16:41 GMT
From: feline+@ri.cmu.edu (Carol S Boshears)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5-the unatural Sinclair

   Now wouldn't it be a kicker if we found out in the end that he is so
wise and perfect and "stiff" is that he's a super undetectable android!

Carol S. Boshears
feline@isl1.ri.cmu.edu		 

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 20:17:14 GMT
From: tburke@cc.emory.edu (Timothy J Burke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: EVIL and The War Prayer

Malcolm Azania (mazania@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca) wrote:
>A couple of weeks ago there were a number of postings from people who
>generally didn't care for D.C. Fontana's "The War Prayer." I'm sympathetic
>to those who felt that the "young Centauri lovers" storyline took
>much-needed time away from the other stories, but I strongly disagree with
>those who felt the show as a whole was bad.
>
>One of the complaints (a sincere and well-intended one) was essentially
>(I'm paraphrasing from memory, so forgive me) that "real racists aren't
>like [Biggs and the Earth First people]; real racism isn't about
>assassinations - it's about personal humiliation and degradation."
[long, fair-minded and articulate defense of episode deleted]

Yup, this part of the episode was just peachy-keen, though it might be
important to also emphasize the day-to-day aspects of discrimination
throughout the show - especially in a fictional setting where it is far
from clear that humans have the real power to discriminate in a meaningful
way against certain aliens. My protest was directly exclusively at the
"young Centauri lovers" subplot, which was one of several that has
convinced me that the Centauri either need to be eliminated from the show
or drastically overhauled. (And yes, I like Londo as a character a great
deal).

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 20:21:29 GMT
From: mwilson@ncratl.atlantaga.ncr.com (Mark O. Wilson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Deathwalker" (spoilers)

koreth@spud.Hyperion.COM (Steven Grimm) writes:
>experience with immortality.  They don't like telepaths.  And how the heck
>did Sinclair know *that*?  Doesn't seem like something that'd come up
>during

In the pilot, Delenn gave Sinclair a disk(?) containing information (all
that the Minbari knew) about the Vorlon's.

Mark.Wilson@AtlantaGA.NCR.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 21:31:03 GMT
From: koreth@spud.hyperion.com (Steven Grimm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 reflections from old episodes

mvp@netcom.com (Mike Van Pelt) writes:
>I like the aliens having accents a lot.  I just wish they'd have more of
>the guest-stars do a bit of accent.  Why should Londo be the only Centauri
>with a Centauri accent?

Strongly agreed.  I wonder if they've considered casting other Croatian
actors to play Minbari.  There must be enough folks from Croatia running
around Hollywood to make that feasible.  It'd be really neat if all the
Minbari had the same accent, or one of a few different ones (since they
might have more than one native language, just like we do.)

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 22:38:49 GMT
From: bayern@isis.cshl.org (Shawn Bayern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5 plot infrastructure questions

Jim Crigler <jcrigler@theopolis.orl.mmc.com> wrote:
>What are the politics and sociologies of each of the major cultures?  E.
>g., the Minbari and have (at least) a ``warrior'' class (caste) and a
>religious order.  But what else is known?  (Please apply this across all
>known planets.)

There's not too much else we've seen, but let's give it a shot:

We know quite a bit about Earth.  There was recently an election, where
incumbent president Santiago won on a platform that sounded mildly
anti-alien (something like "to preserve Terran culture in the face of
increasing alien influences").  There are numerous pro-Earth, anti-alien
groups on Earth, among them are the Homeguard and some operatives within
the government who want to prove that there is some alliance between top
Earth officials and the Minbari.  There is tension between the Mars Colony
and the homeworld; President Santiago wishes to establish closer ties with
Mars.

We don't know too much about the Centuari, except that there are certain
families (Londo's included) which are very powerful.  They gained their
power mostly through blackmailing other families.  The Centauri Republic
must face the challenges of a declining empire, much like Britain has
recently had to - it seems that tradition is still a guiding force.

We know nothing about the Vorlons, except that the Vorlon government is
referred to as the Vorlon Empire.

The Minbari are ruled (though to what extent they are ruled is not
precisely known) by the Grey Council, a religious organization.  Some
speculate that it was the Grey Council which originally called off the war
with Earth 10 years ago.

I don't think we know too much about the Narns.  They appear to have a
militaristic society, mainly because of the oppression which they endured
for a century at the hands of the Centauri.

Shawn

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 04:25:22 GMT
From: root@jumpgate.ubc.ca (Mike Montour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker *spoilers*

rdawson@sebastian.carleton.ca (Ron Dawson) writes:
> *SPOILERS*
> 
> After watching Deathwalker I can't help but wonder how Sinclair, Earth
> Alliance and everyone else on Babylon-5 are going to treat the Vorlons
> from now on.

Probably like we treat them: say "What the hell?" and spend the next few
days trying to figure out what they meant.

> I'd be worried if I were Sinclair, especially given the other thread in
> this episode.

I think that Sinclair *is* worried, about lots of stuff. He sure doesn't
look too happy most of the time.

> I definitely liked this episode.  My only complaint is how the Minbari
> underling spilled so much information to Sinclair.

Well, he is an underling, and inexperienced. Haven't you ever said more
than you should have, then regretted it later?  It was nice to see him
again, though.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 22:01:39 GMT
From: mbr2@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Curious Of All Natures)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: LtCdr Takashima

Derek Beda <dbeda@netcom.com> wrote:
>Only other [possssible future betrayal of Sinclair's trust] could be the
>Lt. Commander (forgot her spelling).  Because in the movie it was 'hinted'
>the Lt. Commander possibly let the alien on board to perform the
>assassination.  Besides if the government had little say on the commander,
>they must of chosen the second in command, with loyalities to them.

LtCdr Takashima left the station between the time of the pilot and the time
of the series (there was almost a year of B5 time in between).

Does anyone know what the reason for this was, within the B5 universe?

There's no proof that I can see in the pilot that she was the inside help
behind the assassination (I'm rewatching several times to write a synopsis
for www.hyperion.com).  However, certain facets of her timing, and the
appearance of her name in a surprising place, are very suggestive.

Matt Ryan, 
mbr2@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 19 Apr 94 02:46:18 GMT
From: mcguinne@sun490.fdu.edu (Brian McGuinness)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5 presentations at I-Con 13

Joe Straczynski and Mike O'Hare were guests at this past weekend's I-Con
science fiction convention.  I spoke briefly with JMS, and his answers to
my technical questions about the station reassured me that he is taking
pains to try to get the science right.  In particular, I asked about the
searchlight beams being visible in space, weightlessness on the monorail,
and the orientation of the elevators.  He replied that the searchlight
beams were visible only near a damaged spacecraft, where escaped atmosphere
and debris were present to scatter the light, that people on the monorail
were indeed weightless - there are handholds that were not caught by the
camera in the Mind War episode - and that the elevators move perpendicular
to the axis of rotation as I thought they must.

JMS showed the hilarious Babylon 5 Joke Reel, analogous to the Star Trek
blooper reel, and a preview of the upcoming (in May) episode Signs and
Portents, which is also the unofficial name of the current season.  As per
his explicit request I am not posting a synopsis anywhere on any network,
but I can say that this was an incredible blockbuster of a show.  Don't
miss it!

Mike O'Hare went out of his way to entertain the fans while they awaited
the arrival of George Takei, and ended up being on stage for an hour or so.
During this time, JMS arrived and the two clowned around on stage, much to
the amusement of all present.  These guys make a great comedy team as well
as being pleasant, friendly people.

I have been quite favorably impressed with this show right from the start.
The computer generated effects are quite good - the ones in the pilot won
an Emmy, and major improvements have been made since then - the plots are
interesting and well written, and the acting is good.  There are a number
of emotional scenes which could have been sappy but were handled with
skill.  I agree with Mike O'Hare that Sinclair should loosen up a bit, but
in general I like the characters.  They are well developed, unlike Riker in
the first season of STTNG.  Even Sinclair's personality and psychological
needs have been explained.

Some have complained that the show is not really science fiction.  Clearly,
that depends on your precise definition of what science fiction is, but if
you wait and look at the whole series rather than at individual episodes I
believe that you will find that Babylon 5 is very definitely science
fiction by any reasonable definition of the term.  Unlike other shows, this
series can be considered essentially a single story, and all of the
separate plot elements should connect at the conclusion.  For this reason,
I think that the science elements of the show will prove to be integral to
the story rather than being mere add-ons.

Brian B. McGuinness

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 21:42:35 GMT
From: donald@bach.utias.utoronto.ca (Donald Simmons)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker Comments (Spoilers!)

   Another great B5 episode. This one had me glued to the screen following
every twist and turn. The actress who played Deathwalker put in quite a
performance, and something about those cat's eyes made her seem really
alien. I wonder how well she could see with them in?

   Points I'd like to comment on:

   - The political chicanery among most of the major powers against the
League. Just like today, governments are willing to deal with war
criminals, as long as it isn't inconvienent for them. The Council's
starting to remind me of the UN, the big guys have the veto in the end.
       
   - Delenn being off-station. I'd bet the Grey Council has been called
together to discuss the 'Sinclair Problem'.

   - Lennier's long-winded, straight-from-an-encyclopedia, explanation of
who Deathwalker was, together with Sinclair's expression, was great!  This
guy has just got to get out more. He should start hanging around with
Garibaldi.

   - The 'negotiation' scenes between Kosh and the VCR guy were great fun,
Kosh's Zen sayings vs. one-liners, with poor Talia trying to make sense of
it. Just two things here. When Talia introduces herself as a P5, what does
the VCR say? It sounds like 'I'm a P3 myself.' Also, I would have thought
Kosh would have gotten more attention, wandering around the station. I was
under the impression he also never left his quarters.
 
  - I loved all the radically different designs of the various League
ships, including two classic flying saucers

  - Garibaldi's to Sinclair about "That God of yours" was very
interesting. We've heard Sinclair refer to God several times in the past
and in this episode, and I'd like to know just what his religious beliefs
are, especially in light of the ceremony he arranged in 'Parliment of
Dreams'.

   Overall, there's just one complaint I have about this episode, and it
concerns the role of Kosh on the station. As things stand now, I frankly
don't see why they should keep him around. He practically never takes a
role in any of the Council affairs, openly looked for a way to
short-circuit Talia if necessary, and then when everyone else had come to
an agreement about what to do with Deathwalker, had her killed. Help like
this B5 DOESN'T need. Given that the Vorlons have demonstrated they really
don't care what everyone else does or thinks, keeping their ambassador
around just seems like a waste of time.
 
   I'm sure glad we're getting new episodes now, and don't know how I'm
going to survive the summer hiatus. Please, everyone write your local
station RIGHT NOW and ask them to renew the show. Deadline is May 15. Hell,
I've written to BOTH my stations that carry it. Surely everyone out there
can manage to write to one.

Donald Simmons
Institute of Aerospace Studies
University of Toronto
donald@bach.utias.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 23:57:55 GMT
From: ez006385@manet.ucdavis.edu (Scott C. Viguie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS or anyone else on B5 uniforms

I would like to know how one tells the division and rank of someone on
Babylon 5. From what I gather, blue is command and medical, grey is
security, and black is for the psi corps? If the uniform has a leather flap
than that person is the section chief or head of the department?  But what
is the difference between Sinclair (Commander) and Ivonova (Lt. Commander)?

Thanks.

Scott C. Viguie
scviguie@ucdavis.ucdavis.edu
ez006385@manet.ucdavis.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 06:08:35 GMT
From: mazania@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Malcolm Azania)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: LtCdr Takashima

>There's no proof that I can see in the pilot that she was the inside help
>behind the assassination (I'm rewatching several times to write a synopsis
>for www.hyperion.com).  However, certain facets of her timing, and the
>appearance of her name in a surprising place, are very suggestive.

I think she was set up. As someone else noted, Del Varner was expecting the
assassin. But even if he'd been expecting a pizza delivery, it wouldn't
matter: it was his room. He could let in whomever.
   But if someone wanted to be able to implicate Laurel, then using HER
CARD would be a great way to do it.
   On the other hand, if she were guilty, it might've been that she'd been
compromised like Lucalsi (sp?) on *NYPD Blue*. Basically, she had to hand
over something apparently innocuous, like a low-security door pass... that
would of course be used against her.
   I'm leaning to the first one.

Responses?

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 13:01:51 GMT
From: shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com (Jim Shupe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker *spoilers*

root@jumpgate.ubc.ca (Mike Montour) writes:
>> I definitely liked this episode.  My only complaint is how the Minbari
>> underling spilled so much information to Sinclair.
> 
>Well, he is an underling, and inexperienced. Haven't you ever said more
>than you should have, then regretted it later?  It was nice to see him
>again, though.

Then again, to quote another newsgroup person, there are wheels within
wheels on this show.  DeLenn is missing and her assistant is handling
things.  DeLenn is Satai, I would imagine that her first assistant would
also be some high ranking muckety muck if he/she/it were to be trusted with
the same duties as DeLenn.  Maybe Lenier(?) was SUPPOSED to spill so much!
Would Sinclair trust it more if it came from an "underling" who might be
expected to talk too much, or from DeLenn who he KNOWS is not what she
seems?

shupe@rchland

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 15:53:19 GMT
From: purple@julian.uwo.ca (Tzoq Mrekazh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker Comments (Spoilers!)

Donald Simmons <donald@bach.utias.utoronto.ca> wrote:
[SPOILERS...]
>When Talia introduces herself as a P5, what does the VCR say? It sounds
>like 'I'm a P3 myself.'
 
I heard it as, "I'm a 23 myself.  23 is a good number." (Or some such)

>Also, I would have thought Kosh would have gotten more attention,
>wandering around the station.

Sure, but everyone waits until he's passed before they turn and stare... :)

>   - Garibaldi's to Sinclair about "That God of yours" was very
>interesting. We've heard Sinclair refer to God several times in the past
>and in this episode, and I'd like to know just what his religious beliefs
>are, especially in light of the ceremony he arranged in 'Parliment of
>Dreams'.

If I recall Joe's statements correctly, Sinclair was trained as a Jesuit
before the War.

>   Overall, there's just one complaint I have about this episode, and it
>concerns the role of Kosh on the station. As things stand now, I frankly
>don't see why they should keep him around. He practically never takes a
>role in any of the Council affairs, openly looked for a way to
>short-circuit Talia if necessary, and then when everyone else had come to
>an agreement about what to do with Deathwalker, had her killed. Help like
>this B5 DOESN'T need. Given that the Vorlons have demonstrated they really
>don't care what everyone else does or thinks, keeping their ambassador
>around just seems like a waste of time.

I think it's a case of everyone being so worried about these mysterious and
obviously very powerful Vorlons that they put up with the ambassador's
idiosyncrasies in order to have one nearby to try to learn about them.

Though I expect the EA may lodge a formal, but meaningless, protest over
the matter.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 22:21:50 GMT
From: sharp@craycos.com (Steven Sharp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker *spoilers*

rdawson@sebastian.carleton.ca (Ron Dawson) writes:
> *SPOILERS*
> 
> After watching Deathwalker I can't help but wonder how Sinclair, Earth
> Alliance and everyone else on Babylon-5 are going to treat the Vorlons
> from now on.

Well, I don't think the Vorlons care much.  Somebody likened the Vorlons to
the 400 pound gorilla of the standard joke.  Certainly they are acting like
they have that kind of weight.

Some power-hungry highly placed members of EA will be upset.  Most others
will probably be relieved by not having to make the moral choices.  The
others of the big 5 are probably pleased.

> I definitely liked this episode.  My only complaint is how the Minbari
> underling spilled so much information to Sinclair.

It is quite possible that the Minbari had an entirely different ulterior
motive for their vote.  They needed to feed Sinclair a plausible story.

So, any guesses as to why Delenn was absent during the episode?

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 22:53:26 GMT
From: sharp@craycos.com (Steven Sharp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Deathwalker" (spoilers)

koreth@spud.Hyperion.COM (Steven Grimm) writes:
>Did anyone else think Talia was having visions of the future?

No.  My guess:
The "reflection" image was a feedback from the VCR of her current thoughts.
The psycho killer image was an edited version of the stuff they had
recorded the previous day.  The nonsensical exchange was just to give the
VCR time to record a lot of her mind.  Or maybe it just took a couple of
days for him to find the right thing to feed back to her to get the desired
response.  Maybe they needed her concentrating on the exchange trying to
figure it out in order to access her properly.

I think the whole setup was to give Kosh more information of the sort he
was looking at in the video images of Earth in MotFL.  In this case it was
emotional images of human reflection, surprise and terror.  No stranger
than the video images.

>Some interesting hints about the Vorlons slipped out here.  They have
>experience with immortality.  They don't like telepaths.  And how the heck
>did Sinclair know *that*?

Data from Delenn's or Earth Central's files?  Not necessarily reliable, of
course.

>Presumably Dr. Franklin has sent his scans of the immortality serum, along
>with any samples he kept for himself, to Earth Central, whose scientists
>are now hard at work trying to disassemble the thing.  Wonder if they'll
>end up getting anywhere with it in the next four and a half years.

And who knows how many experimental subjects killed.  Jha'Dur may not have
entirely failed in her plan.

Personally I think the cross-species nature of the serum and the idea that
an ingredient requires killing another sentient (hopefully at least the
same species) is scientific BS.  It is tolerable as a literary device
essential for setting up the moral dilemma.

>I also wonder why Sinclair didn't ask Jha'Dur what she knew about him.
>She may have heard some interesting things about what happened to him
>during his missing 24 hours, and we know he's pretty curious about it now.
>She clearly knew *something*.

He may have felt she was just baiting him and wouldn't give him anything
real.  Does anyone else think the Wind Swords were a bit loose with their
talk around an outsider?  An awful lot of people seem to know about this
for it to be staying secret.  Maybe it just implies that Jha'Dur was very
close to the Wind Swords.

Given Jha'Dur's area of expertise, the weapons she gave the Minbari were
presumably biological.  If the Minbari used them, does Sinclair consider
this to be consistent with being honorable?  Or didn't they use them?  If
biological weapons were useful, that tends to imply a significant part of
the Earth/Minbari conflict took place on planets.  What has JMS told us
about the duration and methods of the war?

On a semi-related note, the warrior castes that JMS has listed elsewhere
seem to emphasize night fighting (the Star Riders from cavalry who
navigated by the stars, the Night Walkers from infantry expert at moving at
night).  What was the situation when these were developed that created such
an emphasis?  Do the Minbari not sleep so that movement done at night still
allows fighting during the day, giving a mobility advantage?

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 23:03:39 GMT
From: sharp@craycos.com (Steven Sharp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: DeathWalker questions (minor spoilers)

joeho@ionews.io.org (Joseph Ho) writes:
>Are we going to learn more about Earth's role in the Dilgar war?  How
>about giving us some more background information in this.

I wondered about the fact that humans were in the Dilgar war, Jha'Dur was
able to run to the Minbari to hide afterward so they were around, yet the
humans had first contact (and started a war) only after the Dilgar war.
How did we manage to delay meeting a race that others already knew and then
botch it so badly despite the possibility of using one of the other races
as a go-between?  Seems like an odd sequence of events.  Has JMS offered a
timeline of these kinds of historical events?  A map of the relative
locations of the races would help also.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 04:19:52 GMT
From: gblake@mis.nu.edu (Gregory Blake)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker comments *SPOILERS possible*

I _just_ finished watching and all I can say right now is... WOW.  The
Deathwalker stuff was interesting, but I was more happy to see more of
Kosh.  He's quickly becoming one of my favorite characters.  Also, it was
interesting that Deathwalker knew that sinclair had a hole in his mind.

I'm still trying to sort out some of it... I think it needs a second
viewing...

Gregory Blake
snooze@mis.nu.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 21 Apr 94 05:21:19 GMT
From: bletlow@harp.aix.calpoly.edu (Brian D. Letlow (Blackshadow))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Deathwalker" (spoilers)

Mark Sulkowski <sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu> wrote:
>>Did anyone else think Talia was having visions of the future?
>
>No.  And I don't think she was.

Talia said they were the same visions she had experienced when scanning a
serial killer earlier in her career.

>>Some interesting hints about the Vorlons slipped out here.  They have
>>experience with immortality.
>
>We don't know that.  But they did seem uninterested in immortality, or
>they were aware of the "catch" and proved to have high moral character.

We know they think they know what's best for everyone else...

>>They don't like telepaths.
>
>We don't know that.

Sinclair did say somethiing about Vorlons being (trying to remember exact
words) uncomfortable? around telepaths.

>>And how the heck did Sinclair know *that*?
>
>I don't follow.  When did Sinclair say this.  All I caught was him saying
>that Talia could have been "set up".

All in all a very good episode.  And finally a little more about the
Vorlons.  More!  I want more!  What is it with these Vorlons?  They're
so...alien. ;)

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 03:26:52 GMT
From: rcromw1@umbc.edu (Ray Cromwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker spoilers

Knowing a SPOILER is a 3 & 1/2 edged sword

[begin rant]

Argghhhhh! I sort of liked this episode, but I am damned tired of this
"humans are not ready for X" cliche. It's been used in SF before, and it
was used in Mind War. Everytime the human race is on the verge of something
completely new, along comes the ethicists chanting "we are not worthy/ready
for this" Personally, I think it's the writer chickening out. That is,
he/she doesn't want to deal with a fundamental change to the universe.
Suggestion: hire Vernor Vinge as a consultant.  The human race can not
ready itself for the unknown, the problems of the future. The only way to
become ready for a technology is to progress towards it and then deal with
the problems that arise.

Kosh Summary: Fire burns.

[end rant]

[begin analysis]

   I can not accept that Kosh's interventionism was for the behalf of the
lower species or the universe. That's the Star Trek altruist-protector or
God-being answer. The Vorlons have a lead on the other races - I think that
they are selfish, and that they are only protecting their own interests.
Let's remember what Kosh has said before: "they are a dying people, we
should let them pass" and "we take no interests in the affairs of others."
If this is true, the Vorlons wouldn't give a damn if the other races
eliminated themselves over an immortality drug.  Survival of the fittest. I
think the Vorlons are protecting their superior position much the way the
US tries to stop nuclear proliferation. The Vorlons don't want other races
to get organic weapons, immortality, etc. because that would make the local
political manipulation a lot more complicated. The US can easily ignore any
UN declaration simply because we hold most of the cards.  I am suggesting
the Vorlons have a similar position, only more extreme.
   The Vorlons hold most of the technology cards, however the other races
are catching up. Kosh isn't on the station to negotiate peace. I think he
is there to maintain a presence in some form or another, learn about other
cultures, and do anything he can to stop the proliferation of advanced
technology.  The Vorlons really don't care about the local politics unless
it involves their 1 interests simply because the B5 council has no power of
enforcement.  The Vorlons are simply too advanced to be effected by
anything the puny B5 council does. (e.g. "air strike" threats, economic
sanctions, etc)

   More speculation. Kosh's interest in Talia is related to her TK ability
and her relation with Ironheart. Also, the reason the Vorlons were so upset
in the pilot over the potential viewing of Kosh's body is because they
didn't want the EA to discover that Vorlon or Vorlon Encounter Suits are
based on "organic technology" or "living machines" and potentially gain
that technology.

   Summary: the Vorlons have a prime directive and it is not to "not
interfere with developing cultures" It is the exact opposite.  To
interfere, to prevent, developing cultures from discovering key
technologies which would shift the balance of power away from the Vorlon
race. Why would they want to maintain this superiority?  They are
xenophobes who fear the goals and directions of other races. (Which
explains why not many had contact with them.)

[end analysis]

   Anyway, I liked it. I don't like the idea that I have to watch repeats
from June to October. PTEN could atleast show 1 new episode per month to
maintain my interest. 3 repeats, 1 new, etc..

Ray

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 06:04:54 GMT
From: tuff@ellis.uchicago.edu (Geoff Tuffli)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Deathwalker" (spoilers)

sharp@craycos.com (Steven Sharp) writes:
>>Presumably Dr. Franklin has sent his scans of the immortality serum,
>>along with any samples he kept for himself, to Earth Central, whose
>>scientists are now hard at work trying to disassemble the thing.  Wonder
>>if they'll end up getting anywhere with it in the next four and a half
>>years.
>
>And who knows how many experimental subjects killed.  Jha'Dur may not have
>entirely failed in her plan.
>
>Personally I think the cross-species nature of the serum and the idea that
>an ingredient requires killing another sentient (hopefully at least the
>same species) is scientific BS.  It is tolerable as a literary device
>essential for setting up the moral dilemma.

I'm not sure this last is necessarily true. The "ingredient" could simply
be, say, a vital part of a brain. That would be non-species specific so
long as you're talking about species that are all carbon based, as
apparently all (or most, at least) of the Babylon 5 species are. JMS has at
least implied that biological technology is not THAT far advanced over
today, and we aren't anywhere near to cloning brains yet. Scientific BS?
I'm not so convinced, though there's no question that the reason for
including that was, as you state, largely a literary device.

Geoff Tuffli
tuff@ellis.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 06:35:39 GMT
From: harsh882@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu (Mike Harshbarger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwaker: Waitaminit! (minor, minor spoiler, maybe :)

I just got done watching 'Deathwalker' for my first, second and third time
(damn fine episode!) and was wondering... That "ViCaR" character looked
amazingly like the show's Creative Consultant, Harlan Ellison!

Can anyone confirm or deny this?

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 07:39:55 GMT
From: katzr@storm.cs.orst.edu (Russell Katz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Immortality Ponderings (Spoilers DW)

This came to me after watching Deathwalker for the second time (in one
night too!).

Weren't the Soul Hunters supposed to be almost immortal?

and what exactly is the one part of the anti-agathic(sp?) that requires the
death of another sentient?

The soul???

Just a thought.

Russell Katz
katzr@ucs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 07:56:16 GMT
From: doc@acm.org (Constantine "Doc" Dokolas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker: Ivanova smiles!

She smiled (3 times, succesively, on the same shot!), but...

I was *very* disappointed!  (It was almost as if she just heard a sick
joke.)

How did that ever get past the cutters?

Is that the reason she hadn't smiled before?

JMS: Don't let her do it again, please! (or use her better smile next
time.)

I know I voted for her, but now I'm having second thoughts.

Constantine C. Dokolas
doc@acm.org

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 14:00:16 GMT
From: mcmahan@saluda.cs.unca.edu (Scott McMahan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Robin Curtis a recurring character?

Is there any chance Robin Curtis will return to B5 in the future?  Some
sort of recurring character?

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 17:37:41 GMT
From: mbr2@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Curious Of All Natures)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker spoilers

Ray Cromwell <rcromw1@umbc.edu> wrote:
>Knowing a SPOILER is a 3 & 1/2 edged sword
>[begin rant]
>Argghhhhh! I sorta liked this episode, but I am damned tired of this
>"humans are not ready for X" cliche. It's been used in SF before, and it
>was used in Mind War. Everytime the human race is on the verge of
>something completely new, along comes the ethicists chanting "we are not
>worthy/ready for this" Personally, I think it's the writer chickening out.
>That is, he/she doesn't want to deal with a fundamental change to the
>universe. Suggestion: hire Vernor Vinge as a consultant.  The human race
>can not ready itself for the unknown, the problems of the future. The only
>way to become ready for a technology is to progress towards it and then
>deal with the problems that arise.
>
>Kosh Summary: Fire burns.
>
>[end rant]

I think we've heard enough about the planning of the show that we can
assume JMS et al. do not deserve this criticism.  It's not that they don't
want to deal with a fundamental change in the universe, it's that this is
not the fundamental change they have in mind.

The Vorlons are bloody powerful and feel free to tweak when they so please
- - we already basically knew this.  I don't take it as a case of deus ex
machina.  I strongly believe that *very* significant things will happen as
the show goes on that the Vorlons *don't want* to happen.  I bet it'll be
significant why they can't stop it, either.

Matt Ryan
mbr2@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 17:46:01 GMT
From: wilkins@convex.com (Richard Wilkins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DeathWalker music (no spoilers)

I just saw DeathWalker and I really enjoyed it. I only have one negative
comment about the music. At several commercial cut-aways, a major player
says something dramatic, and ta da the music plays this overly dramatic
loud couple of chords that make the show sound like a Saturday serial
saying "STAY TUNED for the dramatic conclusion!!!" This really bothered me
and brought my roommate out of the kitchen to see what I was watching.

Richard "Dick" Wilkins
CONVEX Computer Corporation
P.O. Box 833851
3000 Waterview Pkwy
Richardson, TX 75083-3851
wilkins@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 17:49:05 GMT
From: chandoni@husc.harvard.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BIOLOGY!  Run away!  (DW spoilers)

That was a great episode!  My vote goes to Deathwalker as "sexiest B5
character!"  But... "the key ingredient is impossible to synthesize; it
must be taken from living sentients!  So you must kill each other to
achieve immortality!  BWAHAHAHAA!!!" just didn't work.  You can invoke
other problems with immortality, and still maintain some scientific
integrity.  Deathwalker could have said, "once you're all immortal, you'll
kill each other due to overcrowding and lack of food!  BWAHAHAHAA!!!!!"
But, I guess that wouldn't have sounded quite so, well, EVIL.

I guess we B5 fans can no longer look down on "that other show" which has
inter-alien crossbreeding.  Creating one Ponce De Leon serum that works on
all sentient species (as was implied but maybe never explicitly stated?)
might actually be a more difficult challenge for the aspiring young
Nazi/Cell Biologist.  But I'll assume that in her above statement, she was
just yanking Sinclair's chain, knowing how he felt about her ethics, rather
than starting a month-long debate on biochemical synthesis!

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 17:58:41 GMT
From: jeffski@nature.berkeley.edu (Jeffrey Wutzke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker (spoilers)

OK, so a very good episode, but almost solely IMHO because of the last
couple minutes, and specifically the role of the Vorlons.

I look forward to more storylines involving them, about the only truly
alien species I've seen.

Otherwise the story of how Dr. Mengele (er, Deathwalker), who escaped the
US (er, Earth Alliance) defeat of the Nazis (er, Dilgar), who saved the
small European powers (er, League of non-aligned worlds) was pretty pat. I
figured there had to be a catch, an Achilles Heel, if you will, to the
longevity serum - though I figured it would be some sort of undetectable
degenerative or disfiguring ailment, not simply a descent into anarchy
(Though don't get me wrong - the hints at what an immortality drug would do
to humanity were quite accurate.)

As for the Vicar (VCR [humph]), I had him pegged as soon as the telepath
said "I read nothing, his mind is blank". I actually thought "Android", but
think I was close enough.

Still, I'm picking nits; a good episode.

MORE VORLONS!

Jeffski
jeffski@nature.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 18:04:37 GMT
From: mes7177@tamsun.tamu.edu (Morgen Eric Schulz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: What about smells?

This started bothering me while I was watching the pilot again a little
while ago.  I was kind of afraid to post this, since there is a lot of
opportunity to poke fun of my suggestion, but I assure you I'm posting this
message only with the best intentions and strictest interest in scientific
accuracy.

They mentioned in the pilot that the Vorlon atmosphere is very heavy in
methane (among other things).  Now, from what I've seen, no one has ever
commented on how the encounter suit smells, wrinkled their nose while Kosh
was around, or anything.  However, the encounter suit IS in the Vorlon
atmosphere, and even if it is scrubbed before Kosh emerges from his room,
wouldn't there still be a residual odor?

For that matter, with all their different diets, atmospheres, and maybe
even perfumes, wouldn't every RACE have its own distinct smell?  I can
imagine the Zokolo smelling like an interesting mix of food, alien odors,
ozone, and septic cleaner (from after-hours cleaning).

Taking it a step further, wouldn't racist groups like the Home Guard make a
lot of disparaging remarks about all these smells?  I know that references
to smell would have to be done rather...tastefully for a TV show, but a few
offhand remarks can really help put the viewer IN the show.  Smell is no
less powerful a sense than sight or sound, and while I'm not advocating
smell-o-rama, I have noticed that characters in film and TV rarely refer to
this sense, unless it's central to the plot ("I didn't see the killer's
face, but I know he was wearing Obsession").

I can just see Garibaldi complaining about searching G'Kar's quarters
because it smells strongly of engine oil inside.

Morgen Schulz
mes7177@tamsun.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 18:05:57 GMT
From: chandoni@husc.harvard.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker Comments (Spoilers!)

donald@bach.utias.utoronto.ca (Donald Simmons) writes:
>   - The 'negotiation' scenes between Kosh and the VCR guy were great fun,
>Kosh's Zen sayings vs. one-liners, with poor Talia trying to make sense of
>it. Just two things here. When Talia introduces herself as a P5, what does
>the VCR say? It sounds like 'I'm a P3 myself.' Also, I would have thought
>Kosh would have gotten more attention, wandering around the station. I was
>under the impression he also never left his quarters.

Yes, for some reason, these reminded me a bit of Twin Peaks.
Log Lady:  "The owls are not what they seem"
Kosh:  "You hear the lyrics but ignore the music"
VCR:  "Crab Nebula"
LL:  "Fire, walk with me"
K:  "Understanding is a 3-edged sword"
VCR:  "Care for a Pan Galactic Gargle Blaster?"
Talia:  <BZZZZZZZT>

I didn't get why Londo didn't vote to put Deathwalker on trial.  If for no
other reason, than to get the Narn in trouble for collaborating with her.
Or, did both sides use her in the Narn/Centauri war?  I'll have to watch
this one some more...

I thought the origninal plan was to have some EA fighters escort DW's ship
to the gate, where it would be picked up by some heavier escort on the
other side.  I could understand why the EA would want to use very little
escort if they were trying to sneak her out of the station.  But once the
secret was blown, why not just bring in a EA battle cruiser to pick her up?
I would have expected at least for one of the "little guys" in the cool
flying saucers to try to assassinate her, although I'll admit there was no
reason for the EA to suspect the Vorlons to smoke her.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 23:10:34 GMT
From: u9117321@muss.cis.mcmaster.ca (K.P. Petker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Other Ships on Deathwalker

Is it just me, or did any one else out there think that the Non-Aligned
Worlds' vessels could have used a little work?

If "Deathwalker" hadn't been such an excellent story, I would have changed
the channel as soon as I saw those "flying saucers" come out of the jump
gate.

Are the EA and the Narn the only groups that use reaction drives?  I'm glad
we got the names for some of the Non-Aligned groups, but if they're such
"small" powers were did they get this wonderful technology?

Just curious.

Kevin Petker
u9117321@muss.cis.mcmaster.ca

------------------------------
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Date: 16 Apr 94 20:15:36 GMT
From: russgold@netaxs.com (Russell Gold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forward the Foundation-ghost written?

Leonard Bernard Berkoski (berkoski@next09wor.wam.umd.edu) wrote:
>Upon completing forward the foundation, I began rereading the original
>series and noticed a discrepancy.  At the end of FOF, Hari Seldon's
>obituary states that his prime radiant was forwarded to Gaal Dornick on
>TERMINUS!  One of the basic tenets of the series was that the First
>Foundation had NO psychohistorical knowledge, while the second foundation
>consisted entirely of psychohistorians.  Now this might be explained by
>stating that Gaal was there to help set up the first foundation, and
>eventually departed for the second one, but it seems kind of unneccesary.

This does appear to be a discrepancy.  In "Foundation" (the hologram of)
Hari Seldon says:

  "... there are no psychologists on Terminus, and never were, but for
   Alurin - and he was one of us."

>I propose the possibility that the rumors may be true, and Asimov died
>prior to the completion of the book, and a ghost writer mistakenly assumed
>two foundations and two prime radiants equals one radiant at each
>foundation.  Please comment on this idea, because it bothers me.  Feel
>free to E-mail me directly, since I am only occasionally able to check in
>to rec.arts.sf.written.

It's also quite possible that Asimov made this mistake himself. I had the
impression that FtF did not receive the usual editorial oversight, which
would have caught the discrepancy - and even if it was caught, Asimov
wasn't around to indicate how it should be changed :(

Russell Gold
russgold@netaxs.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 06:05:56 GMT
From: Eric@wolf359.esnet.com (Eric Edwards)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forward the Foundation-ghost written?

Russell Gold writes:
> It's also quite possible that Asimov made this mistake himself. 

Not likely.  I don't recall where I heard it stated but, there was supposed
to be a fifth novella but Asimov died before it could be completed
(started?).

Also, the epilog which precedes the blasphemous Encyclopedia Galactica
entry was almost certainly ghost written.  It is written in a style unlike
any Asimov I have ever read, including the preceding parts of _Forward the
Foundation_.

Eric Edwards
eric@wolf359.esnet.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 16:43:05 GMT
From: irs@panix.com (Ian Strock)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forward the Foundation-ghost written?

Nope. It may be a theory, but it's wrong.

Isaac wrote _Forward the Foundation_ by himself. As stated elsewhere, he
had originally planned to make it five novellas, but he wasn't able to
write five. All the words that are there, he wrote. So he said, so his wife
said, so his brother said. As has also been surmised, Isaac did
occasionally make mistakes. He tried to connect it all the way around, but
he was as human as the rest of us, and did occasionally make mistakes. In
this case, he wasn't well enough to check back and make sure he hadn't
slipped up.

Hari Seldon died the way Isaac wanted to, in part because Isaac knew he'd
be unable to - his failing faculties at the end cut his writing down to
nothing before he died, and that was probably the greatest sorrow he had at
the end.

Ian Randal Strock
Associate Editor
Asimov's Science Fiction magazine

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 14:37:17 GMT
From: mt90dac@brunel.ac.uk (Del Cotter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

stefano@cfaitamp2.harvard.edu (Stefano Tine') writes:
>Well, I don't know about Use of Weapons but I read Consider Phlebas and it
>was thoroughly disappointing.

It certainly was.  But it was also his first SF novel.  He has gotten much
better since then.  I persevered after CP because I had previously read his
mainstream stuff which is also good.

He's more or less always gross, though.  And he has expressed no interest
in mellowing.  This is from an interview in the Independent which
accompanied the release of (I think) 'The Crow Road' (not SF).

(I still get irritated at the memory of that stupid interviewer.  She
refused to believe, even after being told so, that any 'serious' writer
would regard 'that sci-fi stuff' as a part of his work as valid as his
mainstream.  Hard to believe such stone-age attitudes still exist in the
world of 'arty' journalism, but there you go.  I can only suppose she was
new at the job, and had to cover her insecurity with a cloak of
snobbishness.  But I'm drifting off the subject.)

Del Cotter
mt90dac@brunel.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 19:15:08 GMT
From: R.Dunlop@sslrc.silsoe.cranfield.ac.uk (Richard Dunlop)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

>Well, I don't know about Use of Weapons but I read Consider Phlebas and it
>was thoroughly disappointing.

I reckon that UoW is his best SF work. Have you tried The Player Of Games?
Consider Phlebas is, in my humble opinion, a better read than Player of
Games.

I've also had a hard copy of Against a Dark Background. I am personally of
the opinion that his SF writing is improving with each novel. Having said
that I didn't enjoy Against a Dark Background as much as UoW. I think that
UoW is such an outstanding work that all his future SF publishings will be
judged against it. Dare I say that UoW is up to taking on any Bill Gibson /
Bruce Sterling or Greg Bear offering ??????? 

What I think you've stumbled on is one of his early works in which his
writing isn't perhaps as fluid as in his later publishings. Having said
that I find the ideas in Consider Phlebas appealing. It must also be
remembered that Consider Phlebas is perhaps showing its age a little.

My advice, I know what you mean but don't miss out on UoW. 

Rich

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 18:51:17 GMT
From: ig25@fg70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

Richard Dunlop (R.Dunlop@silsoe.cranfield.ac.uk) wrote:
>I've also had a hard copy of Against a Dark Background. I am personally of
>the opinion that his SF writing is improving with each novel. Having said
>that I didn't enjoy Against a Dark Background as much as UoW.

I believe UoW was written earlier than any other of his SF novels, but not
published until quite recently.

Thomas Koenig
ig25@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
ig25@dkauni2.bitnet,

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 22:08:45 GMT
From: piaw@marlin.cs.washington.edu (Piaw Na)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

stefano@cfaitamp2.harvard.edu (Stefano Tine') writes:
>not) and very obnoxious characters including the protagonist. That book
>should have been a short story.

Now, this I don't understand.  I don't think that the protagonist should
*always* be sympathetic.  I certainly don't think Horza was meant to be
sympathetic.  We were supposed to stand outside him and examine him, even
though the narrative was told from his point of view.

I liked Consider Phlebas a lot, especially since we get to see the Culture
from an outsider's view, and an antagonistic outsider at that.  Notice how
even though he hates the Culture, he still thinks like the Culture in many
situations...

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 18:12:48 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

Spoilers follow

Thomas Koenig <ig25@fg70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de> wrote:
>It is rather closely modelled after a classical tragedy, if you take a
>closer look.  We have a case of a very fatally flawed hero, who fights for
>the wrong side because he hates machines, which come too close to the
>genetically - engineered himself.

Yes, and the bad guys - I guess they're bad, though CONSIDER PHLEBAS
doesn't really tell me enough about the culture to let me judge if they're
preferable to their enemies, lose because they fight with great nobility
and self-sacrifice against the protagonist's efforts to help them. There
was a certain understated irony in this.

And then in the end, not only does the hero die, but his entire species is
wiped out. Then what's-her-name, the Culture agent commits suicide.
Wheeeee.

You're right - this is a work of tragedy. Still, I think Banks went a bit
too far. Even in the bleakest tragedies, it's necessary to have a glimmer
of hope. For example, when everyone in Hamlet dies, at least there's a
Fortinbras to make his entrance and pick up the pieces. In my opinion,
Banks should have let the Culture agent live.

>I really liked his gigantism, his portrayal of a war between two
>societies, both of whom sound unpleasant, his Culture ship names :-)

Gigantism? 

>Yes, it's not pleasant read, but which Banks novel is? ;-)

I don't know...I'm seriously conflicted about reading another Banks novel
(PHLEBAS is the only one I've read so far...)

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 21:39:31 GMT
From: ig25@fg70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

Peter Cash (cash@convex.com) wrote:
>Thomas Koenig <ig25@fg70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de> wrote:
[...]
>>I really liked his gigantism, his portrayal of a war between two
>>societies, both of whom sound unpleasant, his Culture ship names :-)
>
>Gigantism? 

Hmm... don't know whether that word translated well ;-)

Consider Phlebas shamelessly used a lot of Space Opera themes, like some,
ahem, fairly large ships (the Culture GSVs, which would have fit well into
an E.E. Smith novel, IMHO), the Orbitals...  and, of course, the final
text, first giving truly horrendous casualty figures (on a logarithmic
sentience scale, whatever that is ;-) and then concluding that this was a
"short, small conflict".

Thomas Koenig
ig25@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
ig25@dkauni2.bitnet,

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 22:37:32 GMT
From: jgpletin@is3e.bfu.vub.ac.be (Pletinckx Jurgen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

Peter Cash (cash@convex.com) writes:
>I don't know...I'm seriously conflicted about reading another Banks novel
>(PHLEBAS is the only one I've read so far...)

While I agree that CP was not a pleasant book (nor, for that matter, was
AaDB), I'd still urge you to read Use of Weapons. It isn't quite as bleak
as CP (I don't consider it a spoiler when I say that more than one main
character survives), and it is extremely cleverly (some might say
preciously) constructed. (Did I mention that some characters are almost
sympathetic?)

Go on, read it. You've deserved it, after plodding through Consider
Phlebas.

PS: Banks had already a devout following before Use of Weapons was
published. I might be missing something. Guess I'll push CP a little higher
in the to-read-again pile.

Jurgen
jgpletin@vub.ac.be

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 08:12:28 GMT
From: steveq@comm.mot.com (UK478 Steve Quinn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Consider Phlebas Half Hearted?

I've just finished reading Consider Phlebas followed by Player Of Games.
I've also seen a lot of discussion on these books in here, but stop me if
YMMV. CP is okay for a while, but on the whole it is tedious and boring and
you really have to stick it out to finish it ; obviously a certain classic
:). POG on the other hand is well written fluid and a delight to read. So
what happened? They are both by the same author?  IMHO while writing CP he
hit upon the idea of Damage (tm), then thought bloody hell that's a good
story for another book, and spent the rest of the time rushing out CP so he
could attack POG. Then again ...

Steven Quinn
steveq@comm.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 10:01:02 GMT
From: masjb@irix.bris.ac.uk (SJ. Brewster)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

Banks has another novel coming out soon, under the 'Iain M. Banks' name.
It's called *something* like _Feeersum Eenjuns_.  He did a fine reading
from it at Sou'Wester (the recent Eastercon in Liverpool).  I believe that
it is set in a universe distinct from those of The Culture and AaDB.  I may
be wrong.

Out of interest: do the non-UK editions of 'The Wasp Factory' carry the
same selection of reviews on the first few pages as the UK ones do?  The UK
editions contain quotes from both good and bad reviews; from 'A mighty
talent has arrived on the scene' to 'This man is sick and the book is
disgusting' (this latter isn't a direct quote, but it carries the thrust of
a typical bad review).

Steve.Brewster@Bristol.ac.uk 

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 04:47:59 GMT
From: dxb105@aries.anu.edu.au (David Bofinger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Banks's Culture chronology

alo@kampi.hut.fi (Antti Louko) writes:
>tPoG happened 716 years after the closing stages of the Idiran war. In CP
>we can read that Idiran war in space ended in 1367. This places tPoG at
>year 2083.

To be unbelievably picky, this is in fact when _tPoG_ _starts_, since it
takes Gurgeh some time to reach Azad, which is where most of the action
occurs. On the other hand "the closing stages of the war in space" is a bit
vague to be able to pin down to 1367 exactly, _Limiting Factor_ may have
been built a little earlier than this.

David Bofinger
Dept. of Theoretical Physics
RSPhysSE, ANU, ACT, 2601
dxb105@huxley.anu.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 13:53:51 GMT
From: phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org (Phil Verdieck (x246))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Use of Weapons, what the ????

Okay, so looking at the first and last two sections of Use of Weapons, what
am I supposed to assume, that they kept him alive and then made a younger
clone?  In the first chapter Cullis reacts to a picture of a Naval Warship,
yet he calls the younger man Zakalwe.  So its the older and younger Zakalwe
at the first and next to last chapter???

Was Eschoera a rename of Zakalwe?

(Yes, I know Zakalwe was Ethiomel or whatever, but it's easier to type
Zakalwe)

Philip Verdieck
phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 07:54:58 GMT
From: groover@netcom.com (Robert Groover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alfred Bester

dpc@gas.uug.arizona.edu (Douglas P Cummings) writes:
>In all these lists piling up about everyone's favorite authors and
>recommendations, I keep being totally amazed that the work of Alfred
>Bester does not appear more often. In my opinion, he's one of the greatest
>writers ever (check out his first two sf novels THE DEMOLISHED MAN and THE
>STARS MY DESTINATION, and most of his short stories like FONDLY FAHRENHEIT
>and TIME IS THE TRAITOR).

I think you're quite right, but most readers now just don't know about him
- - he wrote his best stuff in the 50s, and his "comeback" stuff from the 70s
was much weaker.  I think he was an ad man, and sank into his career during
the 60s, but I'm not sure.  Another forgotten master from the 50s is
Richard McKenna - not much production, but superb.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 21:03:57 GMT
From: churchyh@doc.cc.utexas.edu (Henry Churchyard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold Inconsistencies

<CMH114@psuvm.psu.edu> wrote:
>churchyh@doc.cc.utexas.edu (Henry Churchyard)
>>>Actually, the continuity is remarkably stable, even out of sequence.
>
>>I would second this, except that Miles' comments in the early books
>>(published before _Barrayar_) about Cordelia's role in Vordarian's
>>pretendership are inconsistent.
>
>Miles' comments are not wholely inaccurate. Koudelka and Bothari qualify
>as "troops", so, theoretically she led a detachment of troops.

I still think it's an inconsistency, and now I've thought of another one -
near the end of _Shards_of_Honor_ Cordelia states that uterine replicators
are mainly used on Beta colony in the case of medical emergencies, yet in
_Barrayar_ we find out that they are used for more than half of all births
there.

I'm not criticizing Bujold (I've actually bought two _NEW_ paperbacks of
hers - almost unprecedented for me, since I normally wait for stuff to
show up in used book stores), just saying that there are inconsistencies;
this was almost inevitable for _Barrayar_, a book that was published (and
presumably mainly written) after many books which it predates in the
chronological sequence.

>Actually, Barrayar is my least favorite of the Naismith/Vorkosigan stories

For some reason, I like reading about Cordelia more than Miles (I know
I'm probably in a minority...)

Henry Churchyard
churchyh@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 01:06:22 GMT
From: hklee@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Hector K Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Bujold Inconsistencies

Besides the already mentioned small inconsistency about the uses of uterine
receptors on Beta, what other ones are there?

A few I found are only sort of inconsistencies, i.e. the character believes
something to be true/accurate, however, we as readers, know better because
we were "There".

Bujold uses this device fairly regularly.  For example, most people believe
Cordelia killed Vorrutyer, even though this is not, strictly speaking,
"true".

This device, particularly the character's perception of each other, is one
of the things that make LMB such a good writer.

Hector Lee
God made everything from nothing, but the nothing

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	Books - Rick Cook & de Lint (3 msgs) & Donaldson (7 msgs) &
                Duane (3 msgs) & Duncan (4 msgs) & Effinger
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Date: 21 Apr 94 03:34:24 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Rick Cook (was Re: Harry Turtledove)

piaw@gar.cs.washington.edu (Piaw Na) writes:
>Incidentally, at the back of the book there was a mention of "Wizard's
>Bane", by Rick Cook.  Has anybody read it?  Is it any good?

Oh yes. It's got two sequels: the Wizardry Compiled and the Wizardry
Cursed.  Basically, what do you think might happen if the person who got
suddenly inexplicably transported to MagicLand were a compiler guru?

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 21:58:09 GMT
From: groover@netcom.com (Robert Groover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

I'm particularly curious to know whether there is a sequel to _The Harp of
the Gray Rose_?  I saw something which suggested that it was part of a
trilogy.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 02:01:56 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles de Lint

>I'm particularly curious to know whether there is a sequel to _The Harp of
>the Gray Rose_?  I saw something which suggested that it was part of a
>trilogy.

I don't know of any sequel, though I believe HARP is set in the same world
as his other fantasy RIDDLE OF THE WREN.

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 23:03:12 GMT
From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BRIAN FROUD'S FAERIELANDS: THE WILD WOOD by Charles de Lint

	BRIAN FROUD'S FAERIELANDS: THE WILD WOOD by Charles de Lint
	Bantam Spectra, ISBN 0-553-09630-3, 1994, 221pp, US$19.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   Every year Readercon gives out its Small Press Awards, and one is for
the best craftsmanship in publishing.  Bantam is not a small press, of
course, but I thought of that award when I got this book, because it has
the feel of a fine book.  I just wish the story had been up to it.

   But first, the physical package. While electronic publishing is making
inroads, there is still something special about the feel of a book.  This
one is a smaller than usual size (5.5 by 8.0 inches), which sets it apart
from the run-of-the-mill - a clever psychological ploy there and I admit
part of why I decided to read this.  (The other reasons were that I like
most of what Bantam publishes, and I enjoyed de Lint's JACK THE
GIANT-KILLER.)  The pages are a soothing cream-colored rather than a harsh
white or off-white.  The text uses an unusual typeface and the whole is
topped off with color illustrations by Brian Froud.

   However, this is presumably being sold as a novel, and as a novel it is
disappointing.  It's true I am not a big fantasy fan, but THE WILD WOOD
seems like a padded-out novella with a somewhat obvious and cliched
message.  Long descriptions of Canadian and New Mexican scenery are
well-written but fail to add to the mood as seems to have been intended.
de Lint writes well but this is not his best work.  There are three more
books planned inthe "Faerielands" series (by Patricia McKillip, Midori
Snyder, and Terri Windling); whether they are sequels or independent
stories remains tobe seen.  But THE WILD WOOD is not a very promising start
and I can't recommend it.

Title:      The Wild Wood
Author:     Charles de Lint
City:       New York
Date:       March 1994
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
Comments:   hardback, US$19.95
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-09630-3
Pages:      221pp
Editor:     Brian Froud
Series:     Faerielands
Volume:     1

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 15:32:25 GMT
From: santana@nucmar.physics.fsu.edu (Mario Santana)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gap into Conflict

Saint Erroneous (mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk) wrote:
>In this the Gap books are similar to the Convenant sequence. He
>deliberately uses a flawed, fucked-up main character. The Gap books just
>take it one step further. All the characters are "on the edge", struggling
>to survive are doing almost anything they can to do that...

Yes, I think Donaldson likes to write about people "on the edge". The
nature of humanity when it is taken to an extreme. In some sense, this
reminds me of Heinlein, who also writes about people in extremes. Heinlein,
however, does not delve too deep, *I* think, into the darker side of human
nature. IMHO, they both come to the samw conclusions: the both believe in
the indomitable human spirit.

That's what I think the Gap cycle is about - the indomitable human spirit..

Dave
santana@nucmar.physics.fsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 15:04:41 GMT
From: guillam6@cti.ecp.fr (Azatoth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gap series.

Some of you probably know Stephen Donaldson and his famous Thomas Covenant
Chronicles. He also wrote (or at least he began) the Gap series.
The first three tomes are:

  The Real Story.
  Forbidden Knowledge.
  A Dark and Hungry God Arises.
I'd like to know if someone can tell me when the fourth tome of this
captivating series must come out.

Thanks.

Mat

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 21:26:00 GMT
From: aron.gamman@asacomp.com (Aron Gamman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gap Into Conflict

fiver@cray-ymp.acm.stuorg.vt.edu (Michael G. Haynes) writes:
> I am a very big Donaldson fan and I do find the gap books are just as
> fascinating as his previous work.  I find one can sympathize very much
> with Angus Thermopyle.  He has himself always been victimized by his
> universe's government; he is never allowed to have any sense of respect
> for anyone and anything; and to top it all off, his condition will NEVER
> change. He has all his life been placed in a position where he has had no
> real choice in his actions, even when he is caught by the government, he
> is used by the government for its devious ends without any choice.  It is
> an obey or die situation, just as his previous life was a run or die
> situation. I feel great sympathy for this character myself, no matter how
> violent and loathsome he may seem at first, I still think he is one of
> the saddest characters in Donaldson's works.

It's really difficult to really say how we differ here, but we just do. I
really don't feel any sympathy for Angus after how he treated Morn in the
first two books. Maybe this is a philosophical difference. I think everyone
makes their own choices ultimately. Until he's turned into a cyborg, I feel
he is totally responsible for his actions. He killed many people, then he
brutalized and raped Morn. I can find no sympathy for such a character. I
just won't take being victimized as an excuse for victimizing others,
whatever the situation.

Aron Gamman
Columbus, Ohio
aron.gamman@asacomp.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 02:06:52 GMT
From: jimstark@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gap into Conflict

  I have to agree that I feel something for Angus (pity, revulsion, hope).
I'm not sure where Donaldson is going with the Gap series, but I think that
the series has improved with each volume.  The first volume was hard to
read in that it was so dark and mean spirited.  Does anyone else wonder
what is Donaldson's problem with women?  Two rapists in three series is a
high percentage.
 
Jim

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 11:50:55 GMT
From: Jim_Mann@transarc.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gap into Conflict

jimstark@delphi.com writes:
>I have to agree that I feel something for Angus (pity, revulsion, hope).
>I'm not sure where Donaldson is going with the Gap series, but I think
>that the series has improved with each volume.  The first volume was hard
>to read in that it was so dark and mean spirited.  Does anyone else wonder
>what is Donaldson's problem with women?  Two rapists in three series is a
>high percentage.

Based on this description, one could equally wonder what Donaldson's
problem is with men.

Jim Mann
Transarc Corporation			
The Gulf Tower, 707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
(412) 338-4442
jmann@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 00:48:50 GMT
From: jimstark@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson's next "Gap" book

 I called his publisher to find out when the next book will be released.  I
was told to look for it sometime in June of 94.  I am going to call in May
to see if they will be giving away free copies like they did with _A Dark
and Hungry God_.  I can't wait for the next one.

Jim
jimstark@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 04:58:03 GMT
From: lundgren@unm.edu (Chad Lundgren)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson's next "Gap" book

>That's still over a year late on his contract. (it's the Gap into Madness;
>Chaos and order). I can't help wondering what happened since he was fairly
>confident of finishing within his contract in Oct 91 just after delivering
>Dark and hungry God to his US publisher.  Assuming a couple of months to
>publish, that means it's taken two and a half years to complete instead of
>the projected eighteen months.

Well, I may know why.  I had the privilege of hearing Mr.  Donaldson talk
here at UNM last year.  (The facts that the University of New Mexico is in
Albuquerque and that Mr. Donaldson lives in Albuquerque are entirely
coincidental.)

He talked about how writing the Gap series was harder, and about the fact
that his writing has slowed dramatically since the Covenant series.  He
said that it takes him a while to get into a character.  Once he was in
Convenant's head (fun place to be, no doubt) he stayed there.  The Gap
series has a large number of characters.  Thus, it took him longer to write
because he had to get into each character's head to write them properly.

Having said that, I think that's a good thing for the quality of the
writing.  The first three books have had interesting characters, but the
writing style seems lean compared with the Donaldson books.  (The first
book was a positively short 180 pages, complete with 10 page epilogue
discussing how the plot would be based on the Wagnerian Ring cycle.)

It may be that my tastes have changed, but thinking back on the Covenant
books, they seemed quite overwritten.  The newer books, perhaps as a result
of Mr. Donaldson's difficulty in writing, are written better.  He doesn't
fall prey to the habit of odd word choice nearly as often, with a few
exceptions (like the word infarction).

The way I look at it, the new Donaldson style is angst without the
verbiage.

Chad Lundgren
lundgren@unm.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 19:27:41 GMT
From: boo@sage.cc.purdue.edu (elaine bough)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ? about Diane Duane

I was wondering if anyone here would hapen to know what's going on about
the third in Diane's series of "Door" books?  I've got _Door into Fire_ and
_Door into Shadow_, and I'd heard rumors that there's a third, but I
haven't seen it.  If anybody can find out, please let me know 'cause nobody
here seems to.  Much thanks!

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 20:03:34 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ? about Diane Duane

Elaine Bough (boo@sage.cc.purdue.edu) wrote:
>I've got _Door into Fire_ and _Door into Shadow_, and I'd heard rumors
>that there's a third,

_Door into Sunset_ is out in hardcover in the US.  I have so far resisted
the temptation to buy it, and plan on holding out for the paperback.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 21:02:34 GMT
From: geyer@polyhymnia.iwr.uni-heidelberg.de (Helmut Geyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ? about Diane Duane

Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley (rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com) wrote:
>_Door into Sunset_ is out in hardcover in the US.  I have so far resisted
>the temptation to buy it, and plan on holding out for the paperback.

I recommend it very much (the UK pb edition was published 1992!). There is
to be a fourth book, but not within the next few years.

Helmut Geyer
Helmut.Geyer@iwr.uni-heidelberg.de

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 04:16:22 GMT
From: russgold@netaxs.com (Russell Gold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan

Donnella Perkins (dperkins@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca) wrote:
>I've been reading a couple of Dave Duncan's books from the "A MAN OF HIS
>WORD" series and I for the life of me can't find book 3, Is it worth the
>effort to order the whole series
>
>I mean I liked the first one but it seems like the series is just pushing
>the next book.  So for anyone who has read the series: does it finish,
>adequately?

Absolutely. Duncan likes to put cliff-hangers at the end of his books i the
middle of series, but I have never considered them contrived. In fact, I
would consider the one at the end of book 3 - "Perilous Seas" to be one of
his best, with a very satisfying resolution in book 4 - "Emperor and
Clown."

I have read almost all of his books (cannot find "A Rose-Red City" which is
out of print), and have rarely been disappointed. I would recommend that
you especially check out his "Seventh Sword" trilogy when you finish "A Man
of His Word"

Russell Gold
russgold@netaxs.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 05:29:45 GMT
From: tcgeorge@unix.amherst.edu (Tom George)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dave Duncan

   Does anybody else love Duncan's Seventh Sword series as much as I do?  I
love those books! They are among my favorites of all time. I have yet to
read his other books (but always seem to find time for The Seventh Sword).
Can anyone tell me how good they are in comparison...strong, well-rounded
characters, a plot that'll hold you all the way through (though I must
admit I did find it a little slow in my first reading when Shonsu was laid
up).
   Thanks to all in advance for any help given.

Tom George 
Amherst College

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 16:55:00 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan

Duncan's four-books _A Man of His Word_ series is at least as good as _The
Seventh Sword._ I loved it.

Disclaimer: yes, I edit books for Del Rey, Duncan's publisher.  Disclaimer
to disclaimer: but I edit sf, not fantasy, and don't read fantasy all that
often.  So my natural bias is highly diluted in this case.  Duncan is one
of the few fantasy writers I read.

Ellen Key Harris
Editor, Del Rey Books
201 East 50th Street, NY NY 10022 USA
ekh@panix.com
E.Harris1@GEnie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 05:55:05 GMT
From: gwong@s.psych.uiuc.edu (Gary Wong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan

ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris) writes:
>Duncan's four-books _A Man of His Word_ series is at least as good as _The
>Seventh Sword._ I loved it.

Yep, I agree, and I don't work for Del Rey. :-)

I can't vouch for the next four book sequel to _A Man of His Word_ but I
really liked _The Seventh Sword_, but not some of his individual , stand
alone books.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 16:52:09 GMT
From: kevin716@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: The Wolves of Memory

George Alec Effinger bases this novel on a rather pessimistic assumption:
that as machines become more and more intelligent man will abdicate control
of his destiny to them.  He combines this with the cynicism that machines
will be just as bureaucratically inept and petty as the worst civil
servant.  From this grim viewpoint he crafts a tale of man's spirit
refusing to be crushed.  Or appears to; for in the end he twists it back
upon itself until one questions whether it is man's spirit or the machine's
that has emerged victorious.

The setting is a futuristic Earth society that has fallen willingly under
the rule of a vast computer intelligence called TECT.  The main character
is one Sandor Courane; a failed basketball player, a failed science fiction
writer, and a failed assembly line worker.  Three strikes and you're out!
TECT sees these failures on Sandor's part as cause for exile - to a colony
planet in the Epsilon Eridani system.

But even lightyears cannot place the colonists/prisoners outside the
reaches of TECT.  The computer is seemingly omniscient and omnipotent.  And
here Sandor discovers that all the colonists are susceptible to a disease
that will gradually and inexorably destroy their cellular structure.  The
disease is always fatal, untreatable, and irreversible.  And only through
TECT can they research its cause and possible cure.

The first manifestations of the disease are noticeable in the victim's
memory lapses.  Effinger utilizes this in his writing style.  The story is
told in a disjointed series of vignettes that occasionally repeat
themselves and are not always chronological in order.  When I first
realized this was the going to be the structure of the novel I was not
enthused, but it worked well despite my apprehensions.

I have to note that Effinger prefaces the story with a couple of
quotations; the one from A.J. Languth's JESUS CHRISTS in particular sets a
tone of slightly irreverent humor that runs as a mild undercurrent
throughout the story.  I don't know how easy/difficult this book is to
find, but it's worth picking up should you run across it.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Gallun (2 msgs) & Heinlein (3 msgs) &
                       Holdstock & Hughart (2 msgs) & 
                       Lackey (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 19:02:41 GMT
From: librik@cory.eecs.berkeley.edu (David Librik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Z. Gallun is dead

tcmay@netcom.com (Timothy C. May) writes:
>Kevin Sterner (sterner@upenn5.hep.upenn.edu) wrote:
>>It is never easy or pleasant to announce the death of a friend, but when
>>that friend was one of enormous literary talent, it is all the more
>>difficult.

>>Science fiction writer Raymond Z. Gallun (b. 1910) died in New York City
>>this past Saturday, 4/2/94.
>
>I remember hearing his name in the mid-60s, perhaps in that wonderful
>collection, "Adventures in Space and Time," by Healy and McComas (sp?). My
>copy is not handy, so I can't check.

Yes, Gallun's "Seeds of the Dusk" (a wonderful story) is in this important
mid-1940's anthology of science fiction.

David Librik
librik@cs.Berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 12:03:53 GMT
From: fkiesche3@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Raymond Gallun

What a loss. While I have very little written by this gentleman, some of it
is among my favorite SF. In particular is _The Planet Strappers_, which
(while dated in its science) is among my favorite hard SF novels. I've read
it a dozen times over and always find it fresh and uplifting.

Time to read it again with that special sadness knowing that nothing new
will be coming from an old friend.

Fred Kiesche
FKiesche3@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 20:04:07 GMT
From: Alexandra_Haropulos.McLean_CSD@xerox.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: I Will Fear No Evil discussion

I may be behind the curve, but I just happen to have re-read this book and
was contemplating a re-review. I may not answered all of
scottl8724@aol.com's points, but I appreciate the framework that he offers
for the discussion. 

Context (or whatever my history prof called it when we were learning to
critique sources): I read this book first about '76, awhile after it came
out.  I have read all of Heinlein's works. I am a female engineer who likes
Heinlein, and perceive him to have been a man who went through
extraordinary gyrations not to be sexist, however successful thoise
gyrations may have been in his own mind, that of his contemporary audience,
or that of the current audience.

I think IWFNE was written as a conceptual sequel to _Stranger in a Strange
Land_ (SIASL). Like SIASL, it deals with things that were a) of interest to
Heinlein as a Free Thinker, b) that were verboten in the current culture (I
realise that the publication date was 1970, but I was 18 that year and
remember the drill), and c) consituted a gedunken experiment which he was
well enough thought of in the publishing community (read "commercial
enough") to get published despite the content. Note that it was the only
book I can immediately think of besides SIASL with the phoney news tags.

Heinlein tended, both in his early novels which are acclaimed on SF-LOVERS
and in his late ones which receive mixed reviews, to posit a "problem" and
write the book from there.  Examples include, but are not by any means
limited to, _Double Star_, _The Moon Is a Harsh Mistress_, _Job: A Comedy
of Justice_ and other novels on down to his juveniles like _Red Planet_ and
_Podkayne of Mars_.  It may have been an early habit which he acquired from
Campbell, who based Analog (and whether you like it or not, dear readers,
the antecedents of modern SF) on problem-solving fiction. At any rate,
self-indugence, orgies and all, IWFNE is a book which answers the question
"What if technology turned a woman into a man?" (Note that the later _Time
Enough for Love_ refers to surgical (de)constructs and the characters in
IWFNE as early, unsuccessful experiments).

It may baffle others, but I think IWFNE was not just a sexual free-for-all,
but was an attempt to follow up on his (to him, surprising) success with
SIASL with another gedunken experiement that wound up driving down to a
very detailed level of exposition (sexual and otherwise) based on the
premise. After all, the book includes a positive portrait of a man
supported by a woman, homosexual lawers (do we kill them first because
they're homos or because they're shysters?), female bisexuals, women who
have sex with men because they're wonderful (not to be confused with
nymphomaniacs), dirty old men who wish they could have sex with women
because they think they are wonderful...

It also includes such non-sexual elements as "abandoned areas" (perhaps not
so innovative after the '67 riots), bodyguards for *all* the wealthy,
medical men who can be bought, and migration to a lunar colony (perhaps a
less-than satisfactory end to the book, but Heinlein's view of a way out of
a situation to which there is no solution. When the going gets tough, the
smart say screw it).

No, this is not a well-built book; neither is SIASL or for that matter, the
_Rolling Stones_. This is a book about Heinlein exploring a subject that
interests him. He had enough money. As he said in _Expanded Universe_, the
book is guaranteed to contain 100% paper. After a lifetime of being jacked
around by editors, it must have been bladder relief.

People object to _Time Enough for Love_ as being a wandering mood piece.
To me, it is a series of bard's tales told in a varying framework. I like
_TEFL. I don't care for IWFNE. I think it's a wandering mood peice. It's
boring. But maybe it interested the heck out of Heinlein.  He definitely
delivered on the 100% paper. He made enough money to eat until he wrote _To
Sail Against The Sunset_, which I frequently re-read.

To anwser the requestor's points:

>1) If you liked IWFNE, can you try to explain what you liked about it?
>(IMHO, RAH's greatest strenth as a writer has been to explain processes in
>a way that is not merely readable, but engrossing, whether the process is
>finding a way to get to the moon, conducting a revolution on the moon, or
>organizing armed forces effectively in the future.  This element seems
>almost entirely lacking in IWFNE.)

1. No I didn't like IWFNE. It was boring. why I found this boring and TSBTS
enjoyable prbably has to do with the extent to which it conveyed life
experience versus opinion about what future life experience might be like.

>2) Does anyone disagree that the central theme of IWFNE is sexual, and
>more specifically that it's central proposition is that one should engage
>in sexual contact with as many partners as possible, subject to relatively
>minimal physical and psychological standards?  (I will refer to this
>proposition [nudge, nudge, wink, wink] as "promiscuity" although I wish to
>emphasize that the use of this term does not consist of any moral judgment
>about such conduct.)  If anyone does not agree with the foregoing, could
>you please explain why?

2. As I stated above, I don't think IWFNE has a sexual theme. I think it
was about a man learning to become a woman. The rest, unfortunate or not,
just happened to develop in the exposition.

>3) Does anyone disagree that, broadly speaking, the world portrayed in
>IWFNE, in terms of sexual attitudes taboos, etc. is not substantially
>different from the present day?  (Since I want to avoid a lot of
>nit-picking here, let me emphasize the term "broadly speaking" [nudge,
>nudge ..oh, forget it].  My basic point is that IWFNE does not portray,
>and does not purport to portray, a world in which there is general
>agreement that people should party on without regard to details about
>marriage, numbers of partners, gender, etc..  In other words, it is not
>the society which Theodore Sturgeon portrays in "If All Men Were Brothers,
>Would You Let One Marry Your Sister?")

3.  I don't think the book promotes the idea that people should party on
without regard for marriage. I think it says that people should party if
they respect and love eachother, which good folks should learn to do.
Standard 1909 free love stuff. If it describes the sexual attitudes of
today, it is successfule SF, since it was published 24 years in the past,
when such attitudes were not current.

>4) Does anyone disagree that, in our society, or the society portrayed in
>IWFNE, anyone practicing promiscuity as advocated in IWFNE is in for a lot
>of emotional turmoil, if not downright physical damage?  (Two key points
>here: First, and this is crucial, this question is not intended to address
>morality; I'm not talking about what SHOULD happen, I'm talking about what
>WILL happen.  Second, I am willing to assume, for the sake of this
>discussion, that AIDS does not exist.  One can argue about what AIDS means
>in terms of sexual conduct, but I don't want to, at least not at the
>moment.)

4. Some folks do, some folks don't; some folks can handle it, some folks
can't.  Personally, I think Heinlein recognized this and made it credible
with a thick cushion of money and an old man with a lifetime of experience.

>5) Does anyone believe that IWFNE provided any real insight into how one
>might avoid the aforementioned emotional turmoil/physical damage?  (I
>know, the people in IWFNE had a lot of fun with no adverse consequences,
>but that's just because RAH wrote the book to make it come out that way.
>As Panshin has pointed out (in a discussion of "Stranger in a Strange
>Land") you can posit a world in which mud-eaters and string-savers are
>masters of the universe, and write a book in which that turns out to be
>the case, but it's going to be a pretty useless book.)

5. Yeah. Have a lot of money, have a lifetime of experience figuring the
angles and keeping Mrs. Grundy at bay, and be a good guy to start with. RAH
was into these, not as dodges, but important life lessons for making things
work.

>6) If anyone believes that the book made an important contribution to our
>social dialogue about sexual conduct, could they please explain why it
>offered anything more than the above mentioned Sturgeon story (which was a
>LOT shorter) or, for that matter, any edition of "Penthouse Forum"?

Tough one. I don't think so, simply because it presaged an already-coming
wave.  It said radical (in SF of the day, anyway) things about free love,
women breadearners, interracial sex, lesbiansim, and other topics, but it
essentially reflected real examples that could be found in 1970. It doesn't
show much about cultural impact, unless you want to go way out on a limb,
far beyond what Heinlein seems to have been saying, and say that the social
disintegration which is the background for the novel was caused by these
things. Maybe it represented these ideas in a way that let Heinlein, and
ourselves reading and thinking over his shoulder, get comfortable with
them.

Free love, like free lunch, is one of those things that works great in
theory, works okay in individual instances, and doesn't work worth poo in
the mass application (which to be fair, Heinlein was not advocating. "Not
in front of the servants"). IWFNE, to my mind, was a failed experiment,
except for the individuals who experienced some resonance with its tone.

But I did read it again, didn't I? Virginia would be getting a royalty if
it was on line, and it is still in print. It is perhaps an unfair quote,
taken out of context, but Heinlein has Lazarus Long saying he has stood in
manure up to his knees, shoveling, to feed dependents.

Alex Haropulos
Principal Engineer
Xerox Corp

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 07:51:55 GMT
From: markdmc@netcom.com (Mark McWiggins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: *Stranger in a Strange Land*: diffs?

I just finished the recently released "uncut" version of SiaSL.  The story
mainly seemed a bit more preachy to me, although I mostly agreed with the
sentiments Heinlein expressed and still enjoyed reading the book. (Thanks
for the recommendation, Ms. Crowley.)

But I am almost 20 years older than I was when I first read the originally
published version, and I'm not clear on what the differences in the two
versions are. Anybody have a good summary?

Thanks in advance.

Mark McWiggins
Hermes & Associates		  
Box 31356
Seattle WA 98103
mark@hermes.com     

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 17:00:37 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: *Stranger in a Strange Land*: diffs?

markdmc@netcom.com (Mark McWiggins) writes:
>But I am almost 20 years older than I was when I first read the originally
>published version, and I'm not clear on what the differences in the two
>versions are. Anybody have a good summary?

Summary:

lots of individual words cut
some phrases cut
a very few whole sentences cut
virtually no ideas cut

Whether this is a _good_ summary or not is relative, but I did spend a
whole weekend a few years ago comparing the original, unedited manuscript
with the published book.  The cuts were done by Heinlein himself and didn't
do damage to the book - they tightened it up.  Del Rey decided against
publishing an "uncut" version, though we did publish uncut versions of THE
PUPPET MASTERS and RED PLANET, because (IOHO) the STRANGER cuts were so
unnoticeable as to make for a very unsporting "new" book.

Ellen Key Harris
Editor, Del Rey Books
201 East 50th Street, NY NY 10022 USA
ekh@panix.com
E.Harris1@GEnie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 14:00:09 GMT
From: elrond@imladris.frmug.fr.net (Bertrand Petit)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mythago Wood

newton@indial1.io.com (Thomas Newton Bagwell) writes:
>The only two I've read are Mythago Wood and Lavondyss.  It seems like I've
>heard about The Bone Forest, but I'm not sure if it's a novel or short
>story.

   The Bone Forest is the title of a short story collection by Holdstock.
The first story is about the Ryhope wood, the may in fact be related to the
wood but at other ages.

   I heard that a third novel had been publish, I don't know the title but
I dare to read it!

>Lavondyss was very hard to find in itself...are these books primarily
>published overseas?

   All these three books where published in french by Denoel in the
Presence Du Futur collection in pocket size. Mythago Wood were also
publishing in paperback long ago (I have 4 copies of this edition!).

>What else has Robert Holdstock written?

   He also wrote other sf anf non-sf works, usualy strongly tight with
philosophy.

   I'm searching an English edition of When Time Winds Blow.

elrond@imladris.frmug.fr.net

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 04:14:54 GMT
From: 97jrr@williams.edu (Champignon Ecrasee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Bridge of Birds_

I just read _Bridge_ over Spring Break. It was thoroughly fun, if you
will...I sort of liked the way it parodied all other fantasy stories by not
taking itself seriously at all. And yet, it was exactly that that made it
work so well.

It was really fun. Supposedly, he was going to write more, and I believe
there is a spin-off of it. If there is, I saw it in a bookstore in
Cambridge, MA called Pandemonium.

Julie Rapoport
97jrr@williams.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 05:40:32 GMT
From: middletn@mcs.com (Evan Middleton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Bridge of Birds_

I believe one of the blurbs about it was "Set in a China that never
was...But Should have been."

It is one of my favoite books, and it took me years to getting around to
reading it, despite (or perhaps because of,) the number of people who raved
about it to me.

He has written two more books in the series, _The Story of the Stone_, and
_Eight Skilled Gentlemen_. Both quite good in their own way, though _Bridge
of Birds_ is my favorite of the three.

Evan

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 19:33:36 GMT
From: fsemp1@aurora.alaska.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mercedes Lackey: In Search of Fans

Okay, I am wondering...  Are there any Mercedes Lackey fans out there?  If
so please, e-mail me.  Actually even if you despise her write me...  I
would love discussing why and why not with whoever.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 12:52:01 GMT
From: dn1g+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dawn Marie Neuhart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: In Search of Fans

I'm a very big fan of her Valdemar series (and the spin-offs from them like
Bardic Tales, but basically, anything set in that world), and a so-so fan
of her Diana Tregarde (at least I think that's the character's name, but
i'm not sure, the witch ones) series.  I haven't read anything that she
co-wrote though.

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 04:54:56 GMT
From: ap486@freenet.carleton.ca (Taylor Moore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: In Search of Fans

I wasn't that fond of Diana Tregarde either. I loved the Valdemar stories,
especially the first three ARROWS series. Even better, though, was the VOWS
AND HONOR series, which is set in the same world, but a different
geographic area. I think this ranks among the best series ever.

Taylor Alison Moore
National Capitol Freenet
Ottawa, Canada
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Lawhead (2 msgs) & McKiernan & Moran &
                      Newman (3 msgs) & Niven (2 msgs) & 
                      O'Donohoe (2 msgs) & Pohl & 
                      Powers (2 msgs) & Resnick (4 msgs) & 
                      Schmitz

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 15:10:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Lawhead

nhendrix@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Nathan Hendrix) writes:
>>Empyrion
>>
>>Also published as two books, "The Search for Fierra" and "The Seige Of
>>Dome" Pretty mediocre, but better than the Dragon King trilogy...
>
>Haven't read this. Is it worth getting?

No, it's not.  I read the first volume but never finished the second...
"mediocre" is about right.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 18:04:27 GMT
From: scott@mxmsd.msd.measurex.com (Scott Carpenter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Lawhead

nhendrix@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Nathan Hendrix) writes:
>>Also published as two books, "The Search for Fierra" and "The Seige Of
>>Dome".  Pretty mediocre, but better than the Dragon King trilogy...
> 
>     Haven't read this. Is it worth getting?

I've read the first one. It had some interesting theories of Black Holes
and time distortions, but it really wasn't as hard scifi as that sounds.
Like most of Lawhead's work, it deals with individuals finding out who they
are and what they beleive. An interesting trip for anyone...

>>
>>Dream Thief
>>
>>Unfortunately, I've not had a chance to read this yet.

Again, some interesting concepts surrounding a boy-evolves-to-man theme. I
think I liked this better than _The Search for Fierra_, but maybe not as
much as the Pendragon series, which ranks as one of my favorites.

>>The Pendragon Cycle
>> Taliesin
>> Merlin
>> Arthur

VERY recommended. I'm just now finishing up the last of the Mary Stewart
books, and it is great fun comparing the two interpretations of basically
the same legends.

Scott Carpenter
Measurex  Management Systems Division
1280 Kemper Meadow Drive
Cincinnati, Ohio 45240, USA
scott@msd.measurex.com      

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 14:56:07 GMT
From: rcw2@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (RYAN C WALLACE)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dennis McKiernan Fans?

This is a query to find other McKiernan fans.  If you're out there, and I
know you are, post a response and we'll see if we like him for the same
reasons.

Personally, I like the whole mithgar concept, but that is way too broad a
topic to respond to.  Here's one: what do you think of the recurring
characters/themes?  Aravan thrills me to no end, and so anything with him
in it will be eagerly swept up.  But then, I eagerly sweep up everything I
find.  Now then, there has been some mention of "the impossible child" in
two recent books (The Eye of the Hunter, and Voyage of the Fox Rider).  Is
anyone else as intrigued as I am?

Just a few questions to hopefully drum up some interesting conversation.

Ryan C. Wallace
Lehigh University
Community Service Desk
110 Johnson Hall

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 20:12:29 GMT
From: K047RM@tamvm1.tamu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Daniel Keyes Moran

Please help me find some good info and other stuff concerning Daniel Keys
Moran.
 
I have copies of _The Armageddon Blues_, _Emerald Eyes_, and _The Long Run_
in paperback. Does anyone know if there are hardback copies of these books
somewhere in the world? The only Moran hardback I've been able to find is
_The Ring_.
 
Also, I heard that at some point in the past, Moran himself posted a
timeline to the UseNet. I am but a humble Internet newbie (O! the shame!).
Could anyone provide me with a copy of this?
 
I'm also looking for short fiction or other books Moran might have written
under a psuedonym. Does anyone know of anything?  The chart in the back of
_The Last Dancer_ makes reference to "Hawking's Page" and "TRINITY" and
"The Sunset Strip". This seems to suggest that such stories exist. Anyone
got an annotated chart?
 
Factoid: The song "Lost Boys and Golden Girls" in _Emerald Eyes_ is on the
newest Meatloaf album. (Is this old news?)
 
Any help would be greatly appreciated. I am very impressed with Moran's
work, and now that all my time is getting sucked into the Internet I was
hoping to combine the 2 interests. I'd love to talk with others about his
work. Please respond through e-mail and on this group.
 
Thanks.

R. McCauley
scooter@tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 07:01:02 GMT
From: cc697@cleveland.freenet.edu (Eric Oppen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kim Newman

In the afterword to _Anno Dracula_, Kim Newman mentions that he wrote some
other books featuring a version of his vampire, Genevive Dieudonne.  They
were:

  Drachenfels
  Beasts in Velvet
  Genevive Undead

Are these available anywhere in the US?  I've tried and tried to track them
down, and gotten nowhere fast.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 09:52:14 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kim Newman

These novels are tie-in novels to UK company Games Workshop's fantasy
role-playing game "Warhammer"; they were originally published by Games
Workshop, who seem to have had a rather aggressive attitude to book
publishing, demanding payment in advance for their books (as they would
with games) rather than waiting for the books to be sold as other
publishers do.  This meant that they were rather scarce outside of Games
Workshop's own stores.

So I don't know where you get them from.  Try ordering them from the UK via
your favourite book/RPG store.

[For more evidence of Games Workshop's aggression, see the accounts in
Ansible 66 and 67 about GW's bizarre court case against Transworld.
Ansible 66 is 'gopher://gopher.dcs.gla.ac.uk/
00/pub/SF-Archives/Ansible/Ansible.66']

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 11:22:37 GMT
From: leifmk@kari.fm.unit.no (Leif Magnar Kj|nn|y)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kim Newman

Mark Willoughby <willocds@sa.rl.ac.uk> wrote:

[Gratuitious Deletions]
>It's worth mentioning that these books were published under the name of
>Jack Yeovil. To my knowledge Drachenfels and Genevive Undead have been
>remaindered in the UK, where they were published last by Boxtree.

Dang, I was going to mention the pseudonym thing.  Anyway, I'd just like to
mention that (no matter what the publisher's attitudes and behavior and so
on are like), these "Jack Yeovil" books distinguish themselves from the
typical plethora of books-based-on-games in actually being good and well
worth reading.  Probably not Great Literature, but great entertainment.

He's also done a few books, for the same publisher, under the "Dark Future"
label.  Sort of interesting alternate-future mixture between cyberpunk and
gothic horror with some ironic humour thrown in; I particularly recall one
in which the hero was none other than Elvis Presley (who stayed in the army
for years, never took up his music career again, but became a kickass
special service type instead).

leifmk@kari.fm.unit.no

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 21:03:43 GMT
From: grosser@mixer.ecn.purdue.edu (Jess Randall Grosser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Niven's Book Covers

I noticed that the "ABout the Cover" section of Tales of Known Space says
that if you look carefully at the cover, you'll see 14 black holes, 2
General Products Hulls, Jinx and The Ringworld.

Is Rick Sternbach right?
I can see 1 black hole and maybe Jinx.  Of course I got my copy of the book
from a used bookstore and the cover is not in perfect condition, but I
still can't find them on new books either.

Are there any other trivia assoiciated with Niven's covers?

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 06:09:05 GMT
From: max@alcyone.darkside.com (Erik Max Francis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ringworld Sequel #2?

zazen@awdprime.austin.ibm.com (Ed Welbon) writes:
> But isn't Niven working on something new?  I seem to recall a rumor that
> he was (or was that "Crashlander" I am thinking about).

_Crashlander_ is already out.  Supposedly Niven is in the works on a second
Ringworld sequel, and there's also a new Ringworld computer game by Tsunami
mentioned in the back of my copy of _Crashlander_.

Erik Max Francis
1070 Oakmont Dr. #1
San Jose, CA  95117  
...!uuwest!alcyone!max max@alcyone.darkside.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 18:53:08 GMT
From: drl95@calc.vet.uga.edu (DEANA LIVINGSTON)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Magic and the Healing

I just wanted to know if anyone out there has read _The Magic and the
Healing_ by Nick O'Donohoe.  Except for one *big* mistake and one or two
things that bothered me, I liked the book and I would like to have your
opinions.  I'd also like to see if the things that bothered me bothered
others, so if you want to ask about them, please post or e-mail me as you
prefer.

Deana Livingston
drl95@calc.vet.uga.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 19:44:14 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Magic and the Healing

I just finished reading it yesterday.  It was recommended to me by the
owner of the bookstore.

I enjoyed it.  It wasn't great.  It was amusing at parts, and inconstant
throughout, I thought.

I'd give it to other people to read, I think.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 21:14:22 GMT
From: jensk@hpbbn.bbn.hp.com (Jens Kilian)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heechee saga ... 4th book?

>The books are _Gateway_, _Beyond the Blue Event Horizon_, _Annals of the
>Heechee_, and _Heechee Rendezvous_ (I think that's the right order and
>titles).  There's also a book containing short stories related to the
>Heechee, but I don't recall the name of it off hand (but it does have
>"Heechee" in it, so it's not too hard to spot).

The short-story collection is "The Gateway Trip"; it has Heechees, but not
in the title :-) A warning: "The Gateway Trip" consists of "The Merchants
of Venus" (50%) and lots of nit-picky explanations of loose ends in the
other books. It may be even more worthless to many than "Rendezvous" and
"Annals".

Jens.
jensk@hpbbn.bbn.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 06:40:54 GMT
From: ronh@metronet.com (Ron Hough)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tim Powers; what's he doing next?

I missed the beginning of this thread, but in answer to the question of
what Powers is up to next you should check out the interview with him in
the Jan. '94 issue of Locus.  Aside from some interesting insights into how
he builds his stories and crafts his ideas (which I personally enjoyed
quite a bit, being a die-hard fan), he mentions that he's finishing up a
book he's been working on since '91.  It takes place in LA (surprise,
surprise), involves ghosts, and is tentatively titled _Expiration Date_
("...unless I can think of something cleverer" - although it seems pretty
clever to me).  He goes on a little more about the nature of his ghosts,
and the book should prove very interesting based on that.  For more info,
track down this issue of Locus.

Sorry if this has already been mentioned, but I figured I'd toss it out
just in case...

Ron Hough
ronh@metronet.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 17:37:28 GMT
From: stang@macnexus.org (Stan Lunetta)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tim Powers; what's he doing next?

Powers is very talented. I have found all of his books to be fascinating
with the exception of "Deviant...." which I've never been able to finish.
"Last Call" has made me wanna take up poker!

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 23:50:19 GMT
From: ariel@netcom.com (Catherine Hampton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Resnick's Kirinyaga

Darin L. Stewart (DARIN@comsys.byu.EDU) wrote:
>I have enjoyed the 'Africa Motif' as used by Resnick in the Kirinyaga
>stories and M. Shayne Bell in his "Dry Niger" stories.  Has either of
>these two authors published a novel in these settings or even just a
>compilation of shorts?

Mike Resnick edited and contributed to an alternate history short story
collection titled, "Future Earths Under African Skies", which came out
about a year ago.  I think Tor is the publisher.  He's also got a short
story collection out whose title I forget.  One of the Tor editors reads
this group, though, and he should know.

Catherine Hampton
ariel@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 09:35:58 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Resnick's Kirinyaga

Darin L. Stewart writes:
>I have enjoyed the 'Africa Motif' as used by Resnick in the Kirinyaga
>stories and M. Shayne Bell in his "Dry Niger" stories.  Has either of
>these two authors published a novel in these settings?

Resnick's novel "Paradise" is not a Kirinyaga novel, but this story of
human contact with non-technological aliens is a very clear analogy with
the colonisation and exploitation of Africa by the West and you might find
it has some of the same feel of the Kirinyaga stories.

I was puzzled by "Paradise", though; there really isn't any more to this
novel than its analogy with twentieth-century Africa.  It makes me wonder
why Resnick didn't set out to write a novel with similarly epic sweep about
the real history of Africa; even given Resnick's pulp inclinations and
clumy prose, this would surely have produced something with immeasurably
more impact than "Paradise".

Perhaps he didn't want to do the research and found it easier to make it
all up.

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 16:49:28 GMT
From: jdnicoll@engrg.uwo.ca (James Nicoll + Jasmine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Resnick's Kirinyaga

Gareth Rees <gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk> wrote:
>I was puzzled by "Paradise", though; there really isn't any more to this
>novel than its analogy with twentieth-century Africa.  It makes me wonder
>why Resnick didn't set out to write a novel with similarly epic sweep
>about the real history of Africa; even given Resnick's pulp inclinations
>and clumy prose, this would surely have produced something with
>immeasurably more impact than "Paradise".

   Perhaps he also writes to eat, and didn't think there was a market for a
historical novel about Zimbabwe, or about African colonial history in
general. A weak bit of support for this is the fact that the bookstores
near me have large SF sections but not large historical fiction sections
[Although Clavell and Mitchener appear to be able to make a decent living
off the genre, they appear to be anomalies].

   An accurate novel about German or Belgian colonies in Africa would
probably qualify as horror, even if it didn't get classified as such.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 01:36:24 GMT
From: dasher@netcom.com (Anton Sherwood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Resnick's Kirinyaga

Darin Stewart asks:
>I have enjoyed the 'Africa Motif' as used by Resnick in the Kirinyaga
>stories and M. Shayne Bell in his "Dry Niger" stories.  Has either of
>these two authors published a novel in these settings or even just a
>compilation of shorts?

The longest Kirinyaga story I've seen is "Bwana", published as half a book
(with "Bully!").

I recommend "Ivory", which is Maasai but not Kirinyaga.

Resnick has also written a non-trilogy "Paradise" (which is not about
Kenya), "Purgatory" (which is not about Zimbabwe), "Inferno" (which is not
about Uganda).  I've read only the first of these.

Anton Sherwood
DASher@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 19:04:35 GMT
From: mlo@bio-rad.com (Mark L. Olson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Nice Day for Screaming

rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley") writes:
>_The Demon Breed_ grew out of "The Tuvela", I believe (Sea Wasp or
>somebody will know for sure, I am sure).  Great book, it's been mentioned
>here lately on account of the immortality treatments mentioned in it.  I
>liked it because of the otters, the competent female protagonist who
>wasn't Telzey or telepathic, but, best of all, because of the way the
>horrid little alien critters are defeated.  Lots o' bluffing.

As far as I know they're identical (except for possible editorial cutting
when it was published as The Tuvela in Analog).

>_A Tale of Two Clocks_ also can be found under the name _Legacy_, and is a
>fun read.  Quillan (there's a short story involving him in the NESFA
>hardcover - I think; unless I read it in Pride of Monsters.  Hmmm.) shows
>up part way through and proves to be the perfect foil for Trigger Argee
>(who makes an appearance in one of the Telzey stories, also).  For sheer
>attitude, this is the best Schmitz out there (gotta love when doped to the
>gills Trigger proves to be a handful nonetheless and kills that appalling
>beastie - and then sobs about it, cause she didn't mean to but she had
>to).  What's her face, starts with a P, waaaaay up in the Psychology
>Service also makes an appearance here.

A Tale of Two Clocks is probably my favorite Schmitz.

Quillan is the main character in the novella Lion Loose which does appear
in The Best of James H. Schmitz from NESFA.

Pilch.  (Who also shows up in the very early story "Sour Note on Palayata"
also in tBoJHS.

>It's been too long since I read _Agent of Vega_, altho I remember not
>liking it as much as the Telzey stuff I started out with.

It's much earlier work.

>I have a copy of _The Eternal Frontiers_ which I have not yet read; people
>keep telling me it isn't very good.

It isn't.

Mark L. Olson
Bio-Rad
237 Putnam Ave.
Cambridge, MA 02139
mlo@bio-rad.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Simmons (3 msgs) & Steakley (2 msgs) &
                      Steele (2 msgs) & Tubb (8 msgs) &
                      Turtledove & Vance (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 02:49:04 GMT
From: firstimp@aol.com (FirstImp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

fyock@mathworks.com (Lee Fyock) writes:
> Summer of Night is amazingly good; the best Simmons has written, IMHO.  I
> don't read horror (but this was Simmons!) and I still get the heebie
> jeebies when I go into the basement...  :-) Children of Night was decent,
> but not nearly as good...

If you thought SUMMER OF NIGHT was good, you should read CARRION COMFORT,
which was at least original.  I'm not saying that SUMMER was written badly,
but it owed too much to Stephen King, and we all know that Simmons can do
much better (because we've read PHASES or KALI or CARRION), eh.

Glen

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 20:35:11 GMT
From: fyock@mathworks.com (Lee Fyock)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

I have read CC, and everything else he's written except for LoveDeath, and
I still think SoN is his best.  CC was more original, I agree, but it
didn't finish up as neatly as I would have wished.  The short story was
better than the novel in this respect.

Lee Fyock
fyock@mathworks.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 17:45:06 GMT
From: lspodak@clark.net (Lisa Spodak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

Lee Fyock <fyock@mathworks.com> wrote:
>The short story was better than the novel in this respect. [snip]

I am reading Carrion Comfort right now and noticed that Simmons mentioned
something about a novella in the acknowledgements.  Is this the short story
you are talking about, or is that another work?  Do you know where I can
get a copy of the short story?

Thanks!

Lisa
lspodak@cap.gwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 19:40:49 GMT
From: ilfip@delphi.com (Phil Hatch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Armor" by John Steakley

I have read both Armor and Vampire$.  I enjoyed both of them.  I do have
some complaints about Armor though.  There is a bit of a SPOILER in this
complaint so you might want to skip this if you haven't read Armor yet.
 
The scene where Jack Crow meets the Felix psuedo persona at the river was
not handled well. It was so obvious at that point what the future events
were going to be.  I finished the book and still enjoyed it, but Steakley
has some more to learn about telegraphing his plot lines.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 07:05:14 GMT
From: jkapalka@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Jason Kapalka)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Steakley and "Vampire$"

Just a dissenting opinion here... while I enjoyed Armor and Vampire$, it
was in a very guilty fashion. Steakley's great with action scenes and
tactical combat, but his character development leaves something to be
desired. In both Armor and Vamp$ the bad guys are reduced to
one-dimensionality pretty quickly in order to make more room for loud
battle scenes. Vampire$ becomes really awful when Steakley tries to flesh
out his vampires with the usual decadent decor and backgrounds - to me, it
read like Anne Rice filtered through Tom Clancy.

If one was designing an RPG about tactical-vampire-warfare, Steakley's your
guy. His vamps are without question the meanest, toughest vamps in history.
But they're just monstrous killing machines, like the bugs in Armor. After
a while, all the macho beast-killing begins to take on a distinctly
unsavory flavor for me... I won't use the term "fascist," but there's an
unsettling power-fantasy feel to it.

Still, there's no denying he writes swell action scenes. If that's what
you're looking for, he delivers.

Jason

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 01:15:45 GMT
From: pcrxs@nasagiss.giss.nasa.gov (Robert B. Schmunk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Allen Steele

sffen@aol.COM wrote:
> phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org writes:
> 
>> When is Alan Steele going to come out with another book??
> 
>Actually, Allen Steele will have a book coming out this fall be the title
>of "Gericho Iteration."  I don't know what it is about, yet.

It's JERICHO ITERATION, due October or Novermber in hardback from Ace.
>From comments Steele made at ArmadilloCon in 1992, JI will not be part of
the same future timeline as his other novels. Instead, it's set in St.
Louis sometime next century.

Robert B. Schmunk
NASA/Goddard Institute
2880 Broadway
New York, NY 10025 USA

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 07:09:11 GMT
From: pcrxs@nasagiss.giss.nasa.gov (Robert B. Schmunk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Allen Steele

mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage) wrote:
> I've run into a number of Steele fans who for some reason have not heard
>of his short story collection, _Rude Astronauts_.  So I mention it here,
>just in case.

This collection doesn't seem to be widely distributed. I first saw it at a
specialty sf shop several months ago, but it was only this past weekend
that I saw it at a chain store.

Robert B. Schmunk
NASA/Goddard Institute
2880 Broadway
New York, NY 10025 USA

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 20:14:01 GMTF
rom: bap@intersec.demon.co.uk (Bernard Peek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: E.C. Tubb - Earl Dumarest info

wattevans@delphi.com  writes:
> I checked what I thought I'd remembered, and got it confirmed - Tubb
> wrote the final Dumarest novel with such a downbeat ending that no
> publisher would touch it, and refused to change it.  It's not a matter of
> having it ready if he dies; it's a matter of everyone concerned except
> Tubb thinking his ending is absolutely unacceptable.
>
> DAW would be happy to publish a final Dumarest book if Tubb would give
> them one that wasn't such a downer.

I heard that Tubb wrote the final Dumarest novel and locked it away to be
published posthumously.

Bernie Peek

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 18:47:32 GMT
From: wattevans@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: E.C. Tubb - Earl Dumarest info

Michael Pearce <spamman@u.washington.edu> writes:
>the series and liked what they read.  GODDAMMIT!  Tubb is the author, only
>he knows and can write how it ends.  It's the final book, it's not like a
>'downer' is going to convince people not to buy further books in the
>series; there aren't any further books.  What are the editors thinking???
 
The editors are thinking that readers would feel cheated by the way Tubb
ended it.  I think they're right.  I do know how it ends (and am not going
to post it in public, even with spoiler warnings) and _I_ feel cheated.
It's not just a mildly downbeat ending; it's a really LOUSY ending.
 
Hey, there's a reason editors are called editors - sometimes they're
supposed to actually edit stuff.  And they haven't been able to reach a
compromise with Tubb on this; he won't change anything, from what I hear.
(I haven't been in touch with him myself.)
 

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 20:18:43 GMT
From: archer@frmug.fr.net (Vincent Archer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: E.C. Tubb - Earl Dumarest info

SPOILER ALERT

Basically, the ending IS lame. Dumarest having amassed so much info on
Earth, finally reaches it aboard a spaceship (its own? see two or three
books before...). The last lines of the last chapter see the starship
approaching Old Earth, and the book, and the entire series abruptly stop
there.

Nobody *knows* if the Earth is really or not the Cyclan's headquarters!
(as tons of hints led to suggest during the whole series)

The local publishers thought for a moment of having new writers draft a
followup to the series, dealing with Dumarest's adventures home, but they
couldn't do it. Tubb probably forbade them.

Vincent Archer
archer@frmug.fr.net

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 23:03:43 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: E.C. Tubb - Earl Dumarest info

<wattevans@delphi.com> wrote:
>The editors are thinking that readers would feel cheated by the way Tubb
>ended it.  I think they're right.  I do know how it ends (and am not going
>to post it in public, even with spoiler warnings) and _I_ feel cheated.
>It's not just a mildly downbeat ending; it's a really LOUSY ending.

I feel cheated about not having an ending.  Even a crappy ending is better
than limbo.  I bet without some sort of conclusion the series will fall
long out of print...the flagging interest due to the time delay and lack of
an ending will create a negative spiral probably guaranteeing that there
will be no conclusion.  Neither party will have an incentive to work out a
deal.

Maybe Tubb should try a Small Press.  I'd buy it.  At least some people
will have access to the book.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 17:48:11 GMT
From: cargo@cray.com (David S. Cargo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: E.C. Tubb - Earl Dumarest info

This discussion of E. C. Tubb's ending of the Earl Dumarest series makes me
think of the proverb, "Sometimes it is better to journey hopefully than to
arrive."  I don't agree that "Even a crappy ending is better than limbo."

If we don't KNOW how the author ends it, we can at least hope it ends well.

(This is sort of parallel to the topic of "sequels that should not have
been written," that is, series' endings that should not have been written.)

David S. Cargo
cargo@escargot.cray.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 14:37:36 GMT
From: bu1mw@sunc.shef.ac.uk (M Wright)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: E.C. Tubb - Earl Dumarest info

I thoroughly enjoyed the series, and would like a conclusion - after 29
books I care enough about the character/plot to want a resolution. I don't
know why a downbeat ending is necessarily a crappy ending. To me a bad
ending is one that is badly written or is out of character, or is an
unlikely plot device that the author invokes to get her/him out of a hole.

>If we don't KNOW how the author ends it, we can at least hope it ends
>well.

I like the prospect of a sad ending for a change. Too many books have the
Hollywood approach of neat, tidy, resolved and happy endings. Every once in
a while something that upsets the 'hero is always right and always wins'
applecart is a pleasant change.

Mike w

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 14:56:06 GMT
From: throopw%sheol@concert.net (Wayne Throop)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: E.C. Tubb - Earl Dumarest info

wattevans@delphi.com writes:
>The editors are thinking that readers would feel cheated by the way Tubb
>ended it.  I think they're right.  I do know how it ends (and am not going
>to post it in public, even with spoiler warnings) and _I_ feel cheated.
>It's not just a mildly downbeat ending; it's a really LOUSY ending.

Hmmmm.  The only likely-seeming ending-schema I can think of that'd be all
*that* lousy would be Dumarest-finds-Earth-and-the-cyclan-squashes-
or-incorporates-him.

Sure, Tubb has been foreshadowing all along (near as I can tell) that the
cyclan is based on Earth.  And sure, since Dumarest is *from* Earth, it may
turn out that he is *supposed* to belong to the cyclan.  (Perhaps the
cyclan's problems of older brains going mad were supposed to be solved by
Dumarest... Dumarest may be gengineered in some relevant way.  So all the
on-going threads would be tied up.)

But I'd have to agree that if it's a huge anticlimax like that, it probably
isn't worth publishing.

Nevertheless.. too bad I can't speak from the position of knowing how it
ends.

Wayne Throop
throopw%sheol@concert.net
throop@aur.alcatel.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 16:41:14 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: E.C. Tubb - Earl Dumarest info

Vincent Archer <archer@frmug.fr.net> wrote:
>SPOILER ALERT
>Basically, the ending IS lame. Dumarest having amassed so much info on
>Earth, finally reaches it aboard a spaceship (its own? see two or three
>books before...). The last lines of the last chapter see the starship
>approaching Old Earth, and the book, and the entire series abruptly stop
>there.
>
>Nobody *knows* if the Earth is really or not the Cyclan's headquarters!
>(as tons of hints led to suggest during the whole series)
 
Well, I must say that this is a pretty crappy ending.  Even if Dumarest had
died or been incorporated into the Cyclan, at least I wanted to see the
surface of Earth (to see how it compared with Dumarest's vague childhood
memories.

One bright note though.  It appears that Tubb did allow Dumarest to
actually make it to Earth.  My vote for the worst possible way to end it
would have been to have Dumarest die or become 'Cyclanized' without ever
reaching Earth.

I'd still like to see it in print.  I guess I should learn French and read
their version of the last book...

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 08:54:33 GMT
From: JRZ3@psuvm.psu.edu (Jeanne Reames-Zimmerman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: Harry Turtledove

Re: the discussion on Turtledove and Toynbee, I took the liberty of asking
Harry what HE thought.  His response is below:

History Roundtable 16.3.259, GEnie network, Mon Apr 18, 1994
H.TURTLEDOVE [Harry]

I may have been trained as a historian, but (what I tell you three times is
true) I AM A FICTION WRITER!
      I AM A FICTION WRITER!
      I AM A FICTION WRITER!
Stories are for entertainment first, or they fail.  I have no obligation,
and no intention, of being consistent in historical viewpoint from one
story or set of stories to the next, especially if looking at things is
style B rather than style A lets me do something new and I hope more
interesting.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 04:09:16 GMT
From: jack@scu.edu.au (Jack Claff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

I read Jack Vance with a dictionary next to me (my favourite is the
Macquarie).  Apart from the words he makes up (which are mostly names of
things), his adjectives are always marvelously well chosen.  There is often
an archaic meaning to the words he picks that is exactly correct for the
context he uses.  The only one I haven't been able to match up with is the
word "nuncupatory" which he uses in a couple of books (The Green Pearl
springs to mind).  He has an evil creature with the face of an old woman,
the torso of a fox and the legs of a chicken.  When one of the characters
asks her which of the three rules her she snaps, "the question is
nuncupatory".  The only meaning of nuncupatory I've found is an oral
declaration as in a will.  Perhaps he means it is a statement rather than a
question.

On his characters, Jack Vance is my favourite author but it is due to his
wonderful plots and fabulous use of the language rather than his characters
which I find very two dimensional (I love his food descriptions too).
Lyonesse (Suldrun's Garden) was nothing short of inspired.  The Green Pearl
was excellent but for me Madouc was a big disappointment.  It let the other
two down whether it won an award or not.  In Suldrun's Garden the interplay
amongst the kingdoms of the Elder Isles was brilliant, the plot developed
superbly, I can't speak highly enough.  The Green Pearl was more enjoyable
but lacked the realism of Suldrun's Garden.  In Madouc he seemed to want to
finish it off and spun out what was a very weak plot until he had written
enough and then it finished very abruptly.

I could keep writing about Planet of Adventure, the Alistor Cluster series,
the Anomi books etc. but it would get boring.  When I say that Vance is my
favourite author I mean that I like to study his style.  But some of his
concepts are atrocious, for example his football like game (was it Hadaul?)
where the aim is to rip the clothes of the beautiful virgin and in the book
The Face where the Darsh are into whips and pederasty.  But I deeply
respect his command of the language and if there are any other authors
(American or other) who can spin a story like Jack Vance I would like to
know about them so I can read their work.

Jack Claff
Centre for Computing and Mathematics
Southern Cross University         
P.O. Box 157
Lismore, N.S.W., 2480 Australia
jack@scu.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 13:35:11 GMT
From: mchong@solomon.technet.sg (Michael Chong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Mr SD Anderson (g91a2734@warthog.ru.ac.za) wrote:
>What do people think of the DP series? I think that some of his best
>worlds ever came out of that series, I especially liked the game played on
>Lens Larque's world.

Vance has created a galaxy called the Gaen Reach, which you can see in a
number of his novels such as, the DP series, the Cadwal Chronicles Trilogy
and others.  It is particularly intriguing especially in the DP novels
where Vance quotes from literature of the time.  I find the DP novels very
enjoyable.

The only thing I dislike about Vance's work is that he seems to start up a
multi-volumed piece of work such a Lyoness and halfway or so through gets
interested in another series: Araminta Station.  [Araminta Station (1988)
came out before Lyoness III - Madouc (1990).]

The first DP novel came out in 1964 (Star King) and appeared in 1963 as a
serialisation in Galaxy.  The last DP novel (The Book of Dreams) came out
in 1981 - a span of more than 15 years!  Vance wrote a lot of other things
in the intervening period.  Fortunately the novels are more or less
self-contained.

You will probably like his Durdane books, as well as the novels in the
Alastor series.

Cheers

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

			  Books - Brust (11 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 22:34:59 GMT
From: rancke@diku.dk (Hans Rancke-Madsen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

jtcyen@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Jonathan Yen) writes:
>I personally think it is Krager that is the father of Devera.  Why?  Well,
>he used to be a full Dragon, and it is possible for him to be reinstated.
>I mean, there is now a precedence with the case of Cawti's friend.  (i
>forgot her name, okay??)  Also, we have never been told just why Krager
>was kicked out.

Haven't we? I can't check my books right now, but I seem to remember that
Kragar once said that he couldn't cut it as a Dragon because people kept
forgetting that he was there and didn't pay attention to him - a bad trait
in a commander.

Hans Rancke
University of Copenhagen
rancke@diku.dk

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 02:44:02 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

Daniel Blum <tool@genesis.mcs.com> wrote:
>It's explicitly mentioned in one of the books (Teckla?) that Aliera
>got Pathfinder at the Battle of Baritt's Tomb.

   Here's a speculation: Aliera gave away Kieron's Sword deliberately in
order to draw Kieron out of the Paths of the Dead into the battle.  There's
absolutely no textual support for this, it's just an idea I had.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu
goldfarb@UCBOCF.BITNET   
goldfarb@soda.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 18:28:09 GMT
From: emma@kanpai.stanford.edu (Emma Pease)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Orca

Can you at least tell us where Orca stands in the time line (or is it one
with lots of flashbacks)?  I can well imagine it taking place shortly after
Vlad starts managing his area when he can finally take a full revenge on
all the Orca youngsters who use to beat up on him. Possible revelations I
can think of that would lead to an aha reaction include:

1. Why does Kiera help Vlad so much?
2. Who is Devera's father?
3. Who is Vlad's mother (there has been decidedly little mentioned
   about her)?
4. Why was Kragar kicked out out of the house of the Dragon?  Has
   anyone suggested that Kragar might be Kieron reincarnated?

Emma

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 22:18:23 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Orca

> 4. Why was Kragar kicked out out of the house of the Dragon?  Has anyone
> suggested that Kragar might be Kieron reincarnated?

   I can say positively that Kragar is not Kieron reincarnated.  Aliera
mentions in Jhereg that he's never been reicarnated as of that time and she
had met him in the Paths of the Dead.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 22:22:57 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

SPOILER ALERT
If you have not read all the Vlad books and _500YA_, this next
comment/question may not be something for you.

   After finishing _500 Year After_ I decided to reread the Vlad books.
Here is a paragraph from page 167 of Jhereg.

   "As you know, it was Mario who finally killed the Emperor, when he tried
to use the Orb against the Jhereg.  Another Phoenix tried to grab the
throne, and father had to move too quicky.  The next thing you know, we
have a sea of chaos where the city of Dragera used to be, no Emperor, no
Orb, and no Empire.  It was close to 200 years before Zerika turned up with
the orb."

   Can someone resolve this with _500 Years After_?  Given that it's out of
Aliera's mouth, I suppose it could be revisionist history, execpt that this
came up in reference to the second Dragon-Jhereg war, and that wasn't in
_500 Years After_.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 22:37:25 GMT
From: mfterman@tucson.princeton.edu (Mutant for Hire)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

SPOILER ALERT

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>After finishing _500 Year After_ I decided to reread the Vlad books.  Here
>is a paragraph from page 167 of Jhereg.
>
>"As you know, it was Mario who finally killed the Emperor, when he tried
>to use the Orb against the Jhereg.  Another Phoenix tried to grab the
>throne, and father had to move too quicky.  The next thing you know, we
>have a sea of chaos where the city of Dragera used to be, no Emperor, no
>Orb, and no Empire.  It was close to 200 years before Zerika turned up
>with the orb."
>
>Can someone resolve this with _500 Years After_?  Given that it's out of
>Aliera's mouth, I suppose it could be revisionist history, execpt that
>this came up in reference to the second Dragon-Jhereg war, and that wasn't
>in _500 Years After_.

There is an important difference between the two books. _Phoenix Guards_
and _500 Years After_ are historical fiction. Especially the latter book.
It details events that happened just before the city of Dragera was
destroyed. How many eyewitnesses are there to what happened there? I can
think of seven total. Aliera, Sethra and Mario inside the palace, with
Khaavren, Pel, Tazendra and Aerich just outside the capital. There is no
reason to assume excessive collaboration between any of these people and
our historian.

Also, the historian clearly does not give two figs about either the Teckla,
or the Jhereg. It is also commented that the second Jhereg/Dragon mixup
wasn't well known outside of those two Houses, so the omission of that fact
is not terribly condemning.

Mario's reasons for killing the Emperor do differ between the two books.
In one case, Aliera's word, it was because the Emperor was moving against
the Jhereg. In the other case, it was because he was in love with her.  It
is not implausible for either Paarfi to have invented the romance to spice
up the book, or Aliera to be lying to conceal what was going on between her
and Mario. Personally, I think Paarfi is inventing stuff.

As for the second Phoenix trying to take the throne, it is possible that
Paarfi missed that fact, or once more Aliera is lying to cover for her
father. Paarfi missing it isn't impossible. Word of such an event would not
have gotten far past the capital, which was promptly obliterated along with
all of the important eyewitnesses.

A small glitch, harder to explain away is that Vernoi changes genders
between _Taltos_, where Vernoi is a woman and in _500 Years Later_, where
Vernoi is a man.

Someone may want to ask Brust about this.

Martin Terman
mfterman@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 01:01:03 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: speaking of Vlad and Brust

Another interesting throwaway line from _Jhereg_ (the end of chapter 9,
page 115 in my copy):

   I wanted to scream at her to not say it, but, throughout the
   millenia, Aliera has always been just a little faster than me.

Now, I'd always assumed that was a reference to his newly-discovered
history, but it always seemed strange.  However, in _Athyra_, we find that
Vlad had been telling stories to someone, and may do so again in the
future.

So maybe it should be taken literally: Vlad, somehow, lives for a couple of
thousand years, and, in that time, Aliera has been a bit faster than him.

Okay, so it's unlikely. :)

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 02:26:54 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

mongo@netcom.com (Max Rible) writes:
>niwe@ppvku.ericsson.se (Nils Weinander,7430,000446) writes:
>>This reminds me of something I have often mused over: what are the
>>Dragaeran animals really?
>Well, let's look at the Cycle:
>Phoenix sinks into decay	- we never see a Phoenix, so we don't know
>if it's the burning-bird style or simply the rebirth-from-fire sort.

"Phoenix rises from ashes, gray."  Also, we have a picture of a Phoenix on
the covers of the Khaavren romances.  They don't exactly match what I would
picture as a phoenix (they have a serpentine tail), but I think we can take
it as such.

>Haughty dragon yearns to slay.	- fairly standard, not apparently fire
>breathing, and they have neck tentacles that stiffen when angry.

Not tentacles... feelers.  The dragons are Chinese-style dragons.  They can
be fought off by a couple of people, I'd say (given that one [rather
exceptional] person fought one off in _Brokedown Palace_, if I remember
correctly.)

>Members of the House are into military battle, rather than personal.

And are rather hung up about honor.  Also, the House of Dragon appears to
be *the* great House, probably because of all the battles.  By that, I mean
well-managed and wealthy.

>Lyorn growls and lowers horn	- descriptions suggest they have only one.
>Perhaps a rhinoceros or unicorn?  Aren't House Lyorn the record keepers?

Yes, the Lyorns are the record keepers.  I would think of something like a
rhinoceros for a lyorn, only reptilian (most of the animals seem to be
that).  Not a unicorn, at least not how we think of them.  Something like a
tricerotops :)?

>Tiassa dreams and plots are born. - Nils suggests a midsize feline; I
>can't recall one.

Khaavren is a Tiassa, no?  They seem to be fairly intelligent, graceful,
and fierce.  So a small or midsized feline seems to match that.

>Hawk looks down from lofty flight - Fairly standard.  The House have sharp
>features, but I can't recall any stereotypes.

No.  Although we do know that Daymar is one, and is a powerful sorceror.

>Dzur stalks and blends with night.	- Big cat.  Members of the House
>are into one-on-one combat, rather than pitched battle, and are very
>bad-tempered.

A dzur sounds like a tiger.  Or a black leopard.  Also, the Dzur are noted
for their bravery (to the point of stupidity) - a Dzur hero only wants to
fight if the odds are against him!

>Issola strikes from courtly bow - Nils mentions a vague memory that it
>might be a bird.  Members of House Issola are very graceful.

A crane (tall and white) is what I think of for an issola.  Members of the
House of Issola are graceful, and likely to fit in court quite well.

>Tsalmoth maintains though none knows how. - Only thing I can recall is the
>use of tsalmoth butter in cooking.

The part about maintaining although none know how makes me think that
tsalmoth would be large, clumsy beasts.  I don't think we've met a
Tsalmoth, though.

>Jhereg feeds on other's kills.	- Small, smart carrion-eating winged lizard

And a House that does the same.  Also, jhereg are quite poisonous
apparantly.  Again, a trait the House seems to want to share.

>Quiet iorich won't forget	- ???

An owl?  Have we met an Iorich?  I can't remember...

>Frightened teckla hides in grass	- Seem like small rodents.  The
>House is basicaly peasantry.

Mice.  Definitely mice.

>Jhegaala shifts as moments pass.	- I recall some reference to
>jhegaala eggs somewhere...

Cawti made some for Vlad in _Jhereg_.

>Athyra rules minds' interplay	- The bird Vlad met in the paths of the
>dead was large and brown, as I recall.  They may be telepathic in the
>living world, as well.  House Athyra tends toward sorcerers.

Yes.  An athyra hunts by telepathically confusing its prey (making it think
safety lies where the athyra is, or something like that).  There is a
reference to them in _Brokedown Palace_.

>Phoenix rise from ashes, gray.	- Interesting, given that the
>decadent-phoenix- followed-by-Phoenix-Reborn is supposed to occur only one
>time in 17 Cycles (or is my memory fading?).

No.  Aliera believes that that's what it means to have a Phoenix Empress
following a decadent Phoenix Emperor.  So... the first Emperor (Zerika I,
if you remember) and the latest Phoenix Empress (Zerika II, right?) are the
only ones to not become decadant.

>Someone else mentioned that kethna were some sort of goats.  Other things
>we've seen include cat-centaurs.

We see norski in _Brokedown Palace_, and I want to think of rabbits.  I'm
not sure that's right, though.  Kethna I'd say are probably closer to
antelope, but that's just a hunch.

>(Does anyone know what Serioli look like?)

Other than Brust (and the nobks who know him and get to read his books
before they're published, and then boast about it on the net? :))?
Probably not.  We've never seen a Serioli, and only had one mentioned
indirectly, in _The Phoenix Guards_.

>Has anyone put together a Dragaeran Bestiary, or are we doing that right
>now?

We seem to be doing that, yes :).

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 15:02:33 GMT
From: smw@astro.ocis.temple.edu (Stewart M. Wiener)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

Sean Eric Fagan (sef@kithrup.com) wrote:
>Have we met an Iorich?  I can't remember...

Toward the beginning of 500 YEARS AFTER, when the emperor is learning why
the various houses are stinting on their tax contributions, the Iorich are
described in such a way that I picture them as the Empire's class of
lawyers.

Stewart Wiener
smw@astro.ocis.temple.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 17:00:18 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

SPOILER ALERT

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA writes:
> parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>>"As you know, it was Mario who finally killed the Emperor, when he tried
>>to use the Orb against the Jhereg.  Another Phoenix tried to grab the
>>throne, and father had to move too quicky.  The next thing you know, we
>>have a sea of chaos where the city of Dragera used to be, no Emperor, no
>>Orb, and no Empire.  It was close to 200 years before Zerika turned up
>>with the orb."
>>
>>Can someone resolve this with _500 Years After_?  Given that it's out of
>>Aliera's mouth, I suppose it could be revisionist history, execpt that
>>this came up in reference to the second Dragon-Jhereg war, and that
>>wasn't in _500 Years After_.
>  
> This has been bugging me, too, but here goes:
>  
> Aliera doesn't know what happened at the end with Adron's spell; it is
> not too unlikely, after all, that none of the four folks who were there
> have told Aliera what happened.
>  
> The Second Dragon-Jhereg War happens off-stage during anytime in the ten
> or twenty years before :FHYA:; the shortage of Dragon leadership doesn't
> have to happen just before the coup attempt to have the described effect.

   I've finished Jhereg and I have new information which tends to bedunk
this.  According to _J_, Mario's assassinating the Emperor caused Adron to
attack earlier than he wanted, but in _500YA_, Adron new nothing about the
assassination until after the spell was cast, and he was already attacking.
Had he known, the spell would never have needed to have been cast.  Also,
where is this other Phoenix who tries to grab the throne after the
assassination, but before Adron's disaster (the whole 15 minutes or so).

> The one I can't resolve is Mario's described motivation.  Since the story
> has to come from Sethra, Mario, or Aliera, this one is perhaps the
> 'cannonical' version, and neither of the others wishes to contradict it.
> There is certainly no indication in :FHYA: that I can find that Tortaalik
> was intending to use the Orb against anyone at all.

   This brings us to: If Mario's part in things was at all known to the new
Phoenix Emperor after the Interegnum, she would have made hunting down
Mario a VERY LARGE PRIORITY.  I doubt even Mario could have survived 243
years of that (up to the start of _Jhereg_.)
   One could argue that Mario's part in the disaster was a 'family secret',
kept between Morrolan, Aliera, Sethra, and very close friends.  But then,
how did our historian find out?

   But, hell, if inconsistencies bothered me, Jack Vance wouldn't be my
favorite author:-)

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 21:13:23 GMT
From: mfterman@tucson.princeton.edu (Mutant for Hire)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>Paarfi spends much time saying that this isn't quite an historical
>romance, because his facts are correct, and it not a history, because
>dialog and timing are recreated.  He makes numerous aversions to having
>all the facts straight and gives examples where specific 'histories' are
>wrong because they didn't look at all the sources he did.

Methinks Paarfi protests far too much. And to be quite frank, all the
important records and nearly all of the eyewitnesses got dissolved into
primal chaos. And some of the eyewitnesses would either not talk about much
that went on, or in the case of Pel, would be less than reliable.

>Most of the information Kragar finds about it in _Jhereg_ are from Lyorn
>records, Vlad mentions that Jhereg records don't mention it at all.
>Obvioulsy records of the various houses are accessable to an historian.
>Paarfi would have had to have read Dragon house histories to write such a
>book, and this should have been enough to bring in the Dragon/Jhereg war,
>since it started at Adron's house.

It's also implied that Kragar has to pull some less than honorable things
and spend a bit of money to get access to some of the records. There is a
question of whether Paarfi would get access to some of the really high
level stuff, which is the level at which the book operates.

Martin Terman
mfterman@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 18 Apr 94 21:58:02 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

dash@sulu.orl.mmc.com (Dash Wendrzyk) writes:
>That's because they are two different swords. In Teckla, they is an
>offhand comment that Aliera gave Kieron's sword (the big one) to Sethra
>the Younger and got one more her size (PathFinder).
>
>Since the actually chronological order of the Vlad series (as far as I can
>remember) would go:
>
>   Taltos
>      (Aliera comes back, get Kieron's sword)
>
>   Yendi
>      (Sethra the younger gets in trouble,
>       no reference to Kieron's sword that I can remember)
>      (Aliera has Pathfinder? I can't remember.)

Aliera *definitely* has Pathfinder. Think about the plot (this being Yendi,
you *know* there's a Plot): what was the (complicated) trick they were
using to get X out of Y? What did it involve X doing to Aliera, and how did
she survive it?

So, contrary to someone else's post, Aliera *must* have Pathfinder before
Yendi starts off.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 22:29:42 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: speaking of Vlad and Brust

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>Another interesting throwaway line from _Jhereg_ (the end of chapter 9,
>page 115 in my copy):
>
>   I wanted to scream at her to not say it, but, throughout the
>   millenia, Aliera has always been just a little faster than
>   me.
>
>Now, I'd always assumed that was a reference to his newly-discovered
>history, but it always seemed strange.  However, in _Athyra_, we find that
>Vlad had been telling stories to someone, and may do so again in the
>future.
>
>So maybe it should be taken literally: Vlad, somehow, lives for a couple
>of thousand years, and, in that time, Aliera has been a bit faster than
>him.  Okay, so it's unlikely. :)

And unnecessary: he's telling stories to someone, *after* he gets a good
bit of his memory of the intervening incarnations back, and mentions
(stepping out of the story for a second) this fact he's learned. Obviously
this is after any of the stories we've yet seen. Of course it's possible he
gets raised to a House and gains lifespan from it, but ...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 22:47:13 GMT
From: seghers@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (David Seghers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

middletn@MCS.COM (Evan Middleton) says:
>First, on the Spellbreaker question, I do not know what Spellbreaker is,
>but I do not believe that it is Morganti. Vlad has an obvious reluctance
>to carrying morganti weapons, and has mentioned the feeling that he gets
>when one is in his presence. I cannot believe that he would not mention
>that Spellbreaker has this aura, or that, if it did, he would carry it
>with him, no matter how handy it turned out to be.

Perhaps, but I seem to remember something about Great Weapons chosing their
carriers.  If Spellbreaker has "chosen" him, perhaps it doesn't feel the
same.

>And, as a parting question, has anyone else noticed that, at some point,
>Pathfinder has changed sizes? In _Jhereg_, on page 141-142 it is described
>as "a short weapon, compared to most swords that Dragaerians use. It was
>both shorter and heavier than the rapiers I liked to use, but in Aliera's
>hands, it was light and capable." In _Taltos_, on the other hand, it is
>descibed thusly, "Then Kieron unstrapped swordbelt and sword and scabbard,
>and passed the whole thing over to Aliera. It was quite a bit taller than
>she was; I wondered how she'd even be able to carry it."

This one bothered me too, but then in one of the later books (I don't have
my set handy.  When I get them back I can give a reference.) Vlad describes
a battle in which Aliera gets Pathfinder.  I don't recall if there is a
mention of what happens to Kieron's sword, but the implication is that they
are different.  Brust tends to mention episodes from books he hasn't
written yet, as in how Vlad loses a finger.

David Seghers

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 22:49:44 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

mfterman@tucson.Princeton.EDU (Mutant for Hire) writes:
>A small glitch, harder to explain away is that Vernoi changes genders
>between _Taltos_, where Vernoi is a woman and in _500 Years Later_, where
>Vernoi is a man.
>
>Someone may want to ask Brust about this.

Well?

Has Brust *said* "Dragaerans never change sex"? Maybe Vernoi is a Yendi and
is in disguise for some odd reason?

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 02:27:45 GMT
From: mfterman@tucson.princeton.edu (Mutant for Hire)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney) writes:
>Has Brust *said* "Dragaerans never change sex"? Maybe Vernoi is a Yendi
>and is in disguise for some odd reason?

Wrong. Vernoi is a Phoenix, after all, his wife is the Phoenix heir, and
they can hardly have a crossbreed being the Phoenix heir, at least yet. :)

As for Dragaerans never changing sex, I'd tend to think that it would have
been mentioned as being one of the big differences between humans and
Easterners if they could.

Martin Terman
mfterman@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 04:42:54 GMT
From: falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu (Fred A Haskell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>"Phoenix rises from ashes, gray."  Also, we have a picture of a Phoenix on
>the covers of the Khaavren romances.  They don't exactly match what I
>would picture as a phoenix (they have a serpentine tail), but I think we
>can take it as such.

Remember that cover art isn't necessarily literal, and that a cover
artist's vision is not necessarily the same as the author's, especially
with regard to details.

The job of a cover artist is to capture the essense of the book in such a
way that the cover will appeal to a person who is likely to enjoy reading
the book.  If I'm not mistaken, Steve is at least pleased, and in some
cases ecstatic, with how well the cover artists have achieved this for all
but one of his books.

Fred A. Levy Haskell
falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 16:04:29 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

middletn@MCS.COM (Evan Middleton) writes:
>Even if Spellbreaker had "chosen" Vlad, I don't believe that his friends,
>who know his feelings about Morganti weapons, would let him walk around
>with one, without letting him know.
 
Particularly given the legal position of a member of House Jhereg caught
with a morganit weapon on their person!
 
Spellbreaker almost certainly doesn't belong to a class of objects; if it
did, Sethra would have a much better idea what it is.  (If the class was at
all extensive or important.)
 
All we _really_ know about Spellbreaker is that it's significant, that it
can block spells, that it's not always quite the same length (at least,
Vlad doesn't always describe it consistently), and that it can heal small
wounds.  That it can do stuff Vlad hasn't found out about yet seems awfully
*likely*, but maybe not.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 19:01:33 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA writes:
>All we _really_ know about Spellbreaker is that it's significant, that it
>can block spells, that it's not always quite the same length (at least,
>Vlad doesn't always describe it consistently), and that it can heal small
>wounds.  That it can do stuff Vlad hasn't found out about yet seems
>awfully *likely*, but maybe not.

I'd ignore the length problem, given that Vlad doesn't always describe
Morollan's hair the same way!  (Despite there only being four or five
paragraphs difference between the two descriptions :).)

One other thing we know is that it can move by itself, looking like a
coiled yendi.  He found it that way, and it did the same thing when he
wanted to use it to kill himself.

As for healing... it's possible it can only do that on another plane (i.e.,
the Hall of Judgement, or wherever Verra resides when she wants to talk to
Vlad).

Also, we know that it has Sethra mystified.  She doesn't know as much about
it as she originally did, I think.  (She had some reason, originally, for
wanting Vlad to name it, but when she actually started investigating it,
she found out things she didn't know, and knew there was more she didn't.)

I think I will still maintain that it is a Serioli-wrought shield: it has
mystical properties, like the Morganti weapons (they destroy a soul,
Shieldbreaker destroys spells), and it has a certain kind of sentience,
like the Morganti weapons (Vlad can feel them, psychicly, and Shieldbreaker
moved around on its own when there was a reason to distract Vlad).

I doubt it is a Great Weapon-class shield (so I guess it's not one of the
heretofore unknown 17 Great Shields :)).  But I could be wrong.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 19:04:35 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Devera's father

Mark Alan Lang <Elistan+@CMU.EDU> writes:
>How is this so, though?  TPG only says that a small girl dashes in, gives
>Adron a not, and dashes away.  Where does it suggest that she was Devera?

Up until _Five Hundred Years After_ (and maybe _Agyar_), Devera was in
every Brust book.  He even makes a comment about it in _The Sun, the Moon,
and the Stars_ (the guy painting brushes in a little girl who he says
somehow works her way into all of his paintings).

I have not been able to find her in _Agyar_ or FHYA.  In the 'About the
Author' section at the end of FHYA, Paarfi states that Devera is not in it;
he could be lying, though.

So, even though there is no explicit naming, it's undoubtedly her, at least
in _The Phoenix Guards_.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 22:54:06 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Devera's father

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>Mark Alan Lang <Elistan+@CMU.EDU> writes:
>>How is this so, though?  TPG only says that a small girl dashes in, gives
>>Adron a not, and dashes away.  Where does it suggest that she was Devera?
>
>Up until _Five Hundred Years After_ (and maybe _Agyar_), Devera was in
>every Brust book.  He even makes a comment about it in _The Sun, the Moon,
>and the Stars_ (the guy painting brushes in a little girl who he says
>somehow works her way into all of his paintings).
> 
>I have not been able to find her in _Agyar_ or FHYA.  In the 'About the
>Author' section at the end of FHYA, Paarfi states that Devera is not in
>it; he could be lying, though.

   Could this, since Paarfi is fictional, amount to her being in it?  I'm
not sure where this level of fiction/non-fiction leaves off.

   Since I think I should re-read _Agyar_ anyway, I'll look.  I'm in the
middle of _Taltos_ again, and I notice a fine fun related bit.  It relates
to Vlad's alias after his first work while he's laying low.  When given a
message, the person giving it to Vlad pronounces it Mawdyear, which Vlad
says sounds close enough, without mentioning the name he's using.  Maybe
Magyar?

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 01:14:47 GMT
From: caplan@xenon.stanford.edu (Rob Caplan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Devera's father

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>I have not been able to find her in _Agyar_ or FHYA.  In the 'About the
>Author' section at the end of FHYA, Paarfi states that Devera is not in
>it; he could be lying, though.

Does being mentioned (and even named) in the About the Author count as an
"appearance"?

Rob Caplan
caplan@cs.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 04:19:28 GMT
From: ddb@terrabit.mn.org (David Dyer-Bennet)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Orca

emma@Kanpai.Stanford.EDU (Emma Pease) writes:
>>So.  I expect when people read the revelations in ORCA, some are going to
>>say, "Huh?  What?", some are going to slap their foreheads and say, "Of
>>course!", and others are going to be puzzled.
>
>So when will Orca be out?  My guess is that not till this time next year
>as the manuscript presumably hasn't gotten to the publisher yet (or has
>it?).

Last I heard Steven say was "in about a year".  Not sure if revisions are
done yet - if he's going to run them past his writing group, they aren't.

>Can you at least tell us where Orca stands in the time line (or is it one
>with lots of flashbacks)?

It takes place essentially just after _Athyra_, and time is pretty linear
in it.  It's a rolicking romp about high finance and nested corporate
ownership.

David Dyer-Bennet
4242 Minnehaha Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55406
ddb@network.com
ddb@terrabit.mn.org

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 04:46:40 GMT
From: an74191@anon.penet.fi (ShadowMist)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: Various Topics

Ok, this post will cover some of the replies to my post about how I thought
Vlad's going to get his butt out of the Morganti Frying Pan (ducks various
rotten vegetables thrown in my direction) and some posts of 500 Years
After.
    
Alright folks, and away we go! :-}
    
Ok, first off to Graydon.  Sir, I believe that Sethra Lavode's words and
actions about Spellbreaker ADD to my belief that it is one of the 17.
After all, we are told, the Great Weapons are basically _VERY POWERFUL_
versions of morganti weapons.  Vlad, nor anyone else in the books that I
remember, has named their morganti daggers but Sethra Lavode tells Vlad
that *HE* should name the chain he took.  This in itself is suspicious as I
_SINCERELY_ doubt that Sethra Lavode would tell someone to name a magical
item.
    
To Mark Alan Lang.  While it is true that all the Great Weapons that we
have seen so far are blades it is possible that Spellbreaker was MEANT to
be without a blade.  Perhaps it was designed to simply negate magic so that
the wielder could show how good he or she was with weapons.  To any who
think this is foolish just remember this: a) these are the kinds of people
who name their Castle's after the color of Sorcery just so people will
insult them and therefore give them an excuse to duel; and b) these are the
people who are willing to risk their souls being eaten to prevent a war
that would have occurred only because of a man's pride and honor.
Admittedly in both examples I'm talking about the House of the Dragon, but
still...
    
To the individual who pointed out that if Spellbreaker IS one of the 17
that, theoretically, Vlad should be able to survive a Morganti weapon like
Aliera did.  I thank you for saying this, as I hadn't thought of it.
    
To the individual who asked about the problems Vlad would have on the Paths
of the Dead I have three possible solutions.  First, as you said, Vlad
won't be able to leave and therefore becomes a martyr to the newly formed
house of Easterners.  Second, he calls in the debt Verra owes him and with
her help is able to leave the Paths.  Third, (and I think most likely) Vlad
will leave the Paths of the Dead the same way Sethra Lavode did, as an
undead.  Of course this means he won't be able to be head of the house of
Easterners but hey, its a living!  (I know, even groaned when writing
this).
    
To Graydon, once more.  I'm putting my vote for `Father of Devera' on
Mario.  It's possible he's an ex-Dragon (maybe Kragar?) and anyway I don't
think Kieron's going to come out of the Paths unless its to take back his
sword and kick Aliera's butt around for a few hours but ever then it'll be
only till he gets his sword back and then he'll go back to the Paths).
    
I would also like to thank the individual who pointed out that of Brust's
books about Vlad the only one hasn't been named after a CURRENT House is
called `Taltos'.  Thank you for strengthening my idea about Vlad.
    
Finally to Tim Iverson.  Sure Vlad's friends tend to get involved because
it effects them too.  But I would consider the possible collapse of the
Cycle (and therefore the Empire) would effect them, even if it won't occur
for a few Dragarean's lifetimes.
    
Comments, replies and flames are welcome.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 05:32:08 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Devera's father

caplan@Xenon.Stanford.EDU (Rob Caplan) writes:
>Does being mentioned (and even named) in the About the Author count as an
>"appearance"?

I don't think so, because she actually shows up in every other case,
although we don't know her name until (I think) _Brokedown Palace_.  Or
maybe _Yendi_ (I don't know which was published first).

I also said that she was in every Brust book until _Agyar_ and _Five
Hundred Years After_.

So, to answer your question quite explicitly, yes, she is in _Cowboy Feng's
Space Bar and Grill_.  She is in _The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars_.  She
might not be in _The Gypsy_, but it's been a while since I've read it, so
she might be.  She most definitely is in _To Reign in Hell_, which is even
more different than _Agyar_ is.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

    Films - Army of Darkness (2 msgs) & Return of the Living Dead III &
            The Neverending Story & Star Trek VII (3 msgs) & 
            A Remake of 2001 & New Kubrick Movie (2 msgs) & 
            Highlander III (2 msgs) & No Escape & Brainscan & 
            Total Recall II & The Philadelphia Experiment & 
            Stargate (2 msgs) & Damnation Alley

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 07:28:20 GMT
From: iverson@lionheart.com (Tim Iverson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Army of Darkness is pathetic

I just saw _Army of Darkness_.  Rather pathetic when compared with Evil
Dead II, which was fantastic.  I think the reason this one fell flat on me
was that Raimi just didn't play up on the horror aspects as much as he did
in ED2.  He also never actually put the demon on screen in ED2, he did it
all with nifty camera work - much better than a bunch of actors in 'rotten'
costumes marching along with poorly animated skeletons.  On the classic
[-4,+4] scale, AoD gets -1, ED2 gets +3.5, ED1 gets +1.  Obviously, YMMV.

Tim Iverson
iverson@lionheart.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Apr 94 02:39:55 GMT
From: nts3ijb@cabell.vcu.edu (Ian J. Burns)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Army of Darkness is pathetic

iverson@lionheart.com (Tim Iverson) writes:
>I just saw _Army of Darkness_.  Rather pathetic when compared with Evil
>Dead II, which was fantastic.  I think the reason this one fell flat on me
>was that Raimi just didn't play up on the horror aspects as much as he did
>in ED2.

  Well, yeah, agreed, but it didn't ruin the movie for me.  Bruce Campbell
was as entertaining as ever!

>He also never actually put the demon on screen in ED2, he did it all with
>nifty camera work - much better than a bunch of actors in 'rotten'
>costumes marching along with poorly animated skeletons.

Um, what would you call the huge "rotten apple" head that comes through the
cabin door during the climax of ED2?  Or the tree hand that comes through
the window and grabs Ash?  Or the living trees for that matter?  They're
all just incarnations of the same evil, just like the "actors in 'rotten'
costumes" and "poorly animated skeletons" in "AoD".
              
Josh

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 19:21:46 GMT
From: SA055@getty.onu.edu (daniel woodard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Is Return of the Living Dead III out yet?

  I saw an ad for it when I saw Warlock II: the Armageddon last fall.  I
was wondering when it was supposed to come out?

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 14:52:19 GMT
From: greenlee@primate.wisc.edu (Diane Greenlee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _The Neverending Story_ (Movie Version)

   I know this isn't a science fiction film, per se, but my daughter loves
the movie version of _The Neverending Story_.  One thing that has perplexed
her with each viewing is this: in the scene where the child Empress pleads
with Sebastian to say her name, and Sebastian chooses his mother's name,
could someone please tell me what name it is he screams into the night?
There is so much in the way of music and sound effects, that my daughter
and I have been unable to hear what name he speaks.

Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 20:32:01 GMT
From: ncc_e2@ulkyvx.louisville.edu (UofL Student)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STAR TREK VII Release date?

davidw@INFI.NET (David Wasserman) writes:
>I have heard rumors that the shooting for STAR TREK VII began just
>recently and will be released by the end of this year. Explain to me how
>the producers and directors hope to do that. I was under the assumption
>that it takes more than a year to get a film completed.

It only takes a year to get a film completed if you spend too much time
mucking around with the final cut (the ABYSS), have no idea where your film
is going (True Lies), or need to do mega-extensive post production. (T2)

;) to James Cameron for his examples of when movies take over a year to
   complete.

Anyway, the point is it only takes an AVERAGE of 45 shooting days to film
the principle scenes.  Post production for ST:TNG movie will not be as
extensive as other Sci-Fi/SPFX fests, because they will be using models
(and from what I understand some shots) that have been in use throughout
the television show.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 02:28:08 GMT
From: ecarter@pipeline.com (Eric G. Carter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STAR TREK VII Release date?

ncc_e2@ulkyvx.louisville.edu wrote:
>Anyway, the point is it only takes an AVERAGE of 45 shooting days to film
>the principle scenes.  Post production for ST:TNG movie will not be as
>extensive as other Sci-Fi/SPFX fests, because they will be using models
>(and from what I understand some shots) that have been in use throughout
>the television show.

They will not use shots from the TV series because they are not of
high-enough quality to be blown up on the movie screen.  The EFX guys from
TNG said that themselves long ago.  

Eric

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 02:28:36 GMT
From: ecarter@pipeline.com (Eric G. Carter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STAR TREK VII Release date?

STAR TREK: GENERATIONS opens November 25th.   

Eric

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 09:03:34 GMT
From: johnh@physics.orst.edu (John Holeman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 2001:  A remake?

I was going through the soundtrack section of a local music store when I
ran across a soundtrack for "Alex North's 2001".  Has there been a remake
of the REAL 2001: A Space Odyssey?  If so, has anyone seen it?  How does it
compare to Stanley Kubrick's?

John

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 20:04:47 GMT
From: GGPERRY@nuacvm.acns.nwu.edu (ggreg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: WETWORLD? by KUBRICK?

So what's the deal with the new Kubrick movie?  The one with Charleton
Heston that takes place after the next ice age or after the ice caps melt
or something?

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 07:18:40 GMT
From: snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: WETWORLD? by KUBRICK?

AS far as I've heard it's called AI, and it's about robots or something,
and I belive it's set in New Jersey. I would love any more information
anyone might have on this. Script credits? More detailed plotline? Maybe
it's adapted from a book?

Does it really feature Charleton Heston?

Stephen
snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 08:03:08 GMT
From: thanatos@shakala.com (Michael Glenny)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander III???

As the title suggests.. What have people heard on this movie? I have heard
a real basic storyline but more to the point... When will it be released? I
am just dying to know.

Michael Glenny
thanatos@shakala.com 

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 19:22:14 GMT
From: scohn1@vaxa.hofstra.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander III info

Entertainment Tonight also revealed that the Highlander is over 550 years
old and that he has retired from killing.  The whole plot supposedly
revolves around someone that is hunting him down.  It was filmed in
Morocco, Scotland and B.C.  Also he was holding the sword that they use in
the t.v. show.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 12:44:42 GMT
From: blake7@cc.bellcore.com (berardinelli,james)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: NO ESCAPE

				 NO ESCAPE
		    A film review by James Berardinelli
		     Copyright 1994 James Berardinelli
 
Rating (0 to 10):  6.0 
 
Date Released:  4/29/93  
Running Length:  1:59 
Rated:  R (Violence, gore, language) 

Starring:  Ray Liotta, Lance Henriksen, Stuart Wilson, Kevin Dillon, 
	   Ernie Hudson, Michael Lerner 
Director:  Martin Campbell 
Producer:  Gail Anne Hurd 
Screenplay:  Michael Gaylin and Joel Gross based on THE PENAL COLONY 
	     by Richard Herley 
Music: Graeme Revell 
Released by Savoy Pictures 

   The science fiction/action arena is littered with entries of varying
quality, from the pulse pounding excitement of ALIENS to the plodding and
ill-conceived SPLIT SECOND.  NO ESCAPE, the latest offering from
mega-producer Gail Anne Hurd, falls somewhere in between.

   Set in the year 2022, when the prison system has become big business, NO
ESCAPE opens with the incarceration of Captain J. T.  Robbins (Ray Liotta)
in Leviticus, a maximum security prison for unredeemable offenders.  The
Warden (Michael Lerner) is a sadist who delights in fiendishly vicious
punishments and sends his worst prisoners to the escape-proof island of
Absalom, where savagery is the norm and survival the sole objective.  It
doesn't take long before Robbins, a man who steadfastly refuses to take
orders or acknowledge authority, offends the Warden enough to warrant a
one-way journey to Absalom.

   If elements of NO ESCAPE sound vaguely familiar to those of last year's
FORTRESS, don't be disturbed.  This movie is far more watchable.

   Most of the script, which is based on Richard Herley's THE PENAL COLONY,
is reasonably intelligent, or at least it doesn't astound with its lack of
intelligence.  The biggest plot problem is the existence of Absalom.  It's
never made clear exactly what the prison island's purpose is, or how it was
established.  Not that this is the only "detail" glossed over by NO ESCAPE.

   Of course, many of the explanations could have been snipped from the
final print.  It's clear that the editors went to work on NO ESCAPE.  Even
at a two hour running length, it has all the marks of a pruning job.  In
most cases, especially the action sequences, this has been expertly done,
but it's apparent that a fair amount of what was committed to film didn't
make it to the screen version.

   The first half hour is reminiscent of a futuristic THE FUGITIVE in that
it doesn't give the viewer much opportunity to catch his or her breath.
During the final three-quarters of NO ESCAPE, bursts of action occur, but
nothing, not even the climactic battle, rivals the opening for generating
tension.

   Ray Liotta might seem an odd choice for an action hero.  After all, he
doesn't have Schwarzenegger's biceps, Stallone's monosyllabic speech
patterns, Van Damme's accent, or Lundgren's woodenness.  In fact, Liotta is
an actor and a pretty good one at that.  Nevertheless, despite this
apparent "disadvantage", he's reasonably convincing.  I think it's the
steely eyes and no-nonsense expression.  It certainly isn't the few
obligatory (and lame) one-liners he's forced to utter.

   Development of Captain Robbins' character is spotty, and the movie
arguably might have been better had he remained ambiguous.  Before we know
his background, he's fierce and intimidating.  Learning the truth serves to
diminish him.

   The supporting actors, as is often the case, vary from good to bad.
Lance Henriksen, who is making a career appearing in these sorts of films,
is merely adequate, as is Ernie Hudson as a mirthless head-of-security.
Michael Lerner is miscast as the nasty Warden - his sneer isn't good
enough.  Far better is Stuart Wilson, who steals far too many scenes from
Liotta and everyone else, as the deliciously evil Satan of Absalom, Merak.
The worst performance belongs to Kevin Dillon, whose whiny, poorly-realized
Casey should have been excised from the screenplay.

   Filmed in Australia, NO ESCAPE boasts gorgeous scenery, and it's easy to
accept Absalom as a lush hell.  The special effects are believable,
although not plentiful.  And those members of the audience who don't like
rats will have to close their eyes during one very creepy scene.

   NO ESCAPE is effective, but not superlative.  The more you think about
it, the less it holds together, but this is not a motion picture designed
to withstand careful scrutiny.  Put simply, NO ESCAPE is meant to be an
escape and, as such, it meets all the necessary requirements.

James Berardinelli
blake7@cc.bellcore.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 14:56:38 GMT
From: jp987631@lance.colostate.edu (Jon Eric Peterson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Anyone seen _BRAINSCAN_ yet?

Just wondering if anyone was lucky enough to catch a pre-general release
screening of the new sci-fi thriller _BRAINSCAN_?  It was filmed in Canada,
stars Eddie Furlong, sounds kind of Lawmowerman-ish, cyber ..

Jon Peterson
jp987631@lance.colostate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 20:56:00 GMT
From: st1tr@rosie.uh.edu (ARLENE OGDEN)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Total Recall II?

I'm new to this newsgroup and had a question.  I am a sysop of a Houston
FidoNet bbs and one of my users said that he had read that there is indeed
going to be a sequel to Total Recall.  Does anyone in here have any info on
it and who will be in it?  Any info would be appreciated.

Arlene Ogden
ST1TR@jetson.uh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 17:19:00 GMT
From: robert.winkler@canrem.com (Robert Winkler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Philadelphia Experiment 2

Howdy!

Ever noticed that American movies started heading into two separate and
entirely different directions? Big budget shows nowadays are usually tired
sequels of some megabuck hit, or remakes of thousand-year-old TV series.
Original ideas, on the other hand, tend to receive B to Z budget and the
appropriate technical staff to work on them...:-((

The latest such effort is The Philadelphia Experiment 2.

***MILD SPOILERS FOLLOW ***

Well, this pearl of a trash manages to combine all the characteristics
mentioned above. It is obviously a sequel, although the original
Philadelphia Experiment movie that *I* remember - please correct me if I'm
wrong - was about sending an aircraft carrier *back* to Pearl Harbour,
whereas this sequel is built on the better known `urban myth' of a Navy
ship having disappeared for 24 hrs in 1943, with the sole surviving crew
member ending up in 1983.

AND this sequel happens to have a great idea as the basic plot. The
underlying assumption is as follows. The original ship was supposed to
disappear during an attempt to transform it invisible, but it didn't become
invisible - merely vanished from our time-line/dimension/ whatever, to
exist in *another* time-line for 24 hrs. In the sequel, new experiments
with a modified Stealth bomber (loaded with strategic nukes) make it
`disappear'- only to resurface in Hitler's Germany in 1943! (Trust me, the
logic of *why* it shows up *where* and *when* it does is fairly good.) The
result: well, you can imagine. It ain't the future our grandfathers dreamt
about, not mine anyway...

AND this sequel is SOOOOO Z-budget that it hurts. Nazi America of 1993, it
seems, consists of a) a lifting bridge [can't remember the precise phrase,
sorry], b) a garbage dump, c) an abandoned factory, d) a couple of armoured
school buses, e) a few Nazi flags, f) idiots in baseball caps with
submachine guns, and g) a few modified swastikas.

THAT'S IT.

The premise is promising, and they could've made a TRULY *FRIGHTENING*
movie based on it, somewhat in the traditions of `1984' or `V'. Indeed, had
it received the attention, money & imagination invested in `Fortress', The
Philadelphia Experiment 2 could've become an impressive effort, even a
blockbuster perhaps.

But it didn't receive any of the above. So it turned out to be a boring,
albeit *occasionally* effective, show of rehashed characters, situations
and images, with a LOT of dark shots about the interior of a factory thrown
in for good measure. If you can enjoy a movie for its first 25 minutes, and
can live with the disappointment of the remaining 60 or so, go for it.
Otherwise don't waste your money. Rent `The Attack of the Killer Tomatoes'
instead; I guarantee it'll be less painful, and scarcely less entertaining.

Take care.

Robert

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 19:19:17 GMT
From: warhawk@merle.acns.nwu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stargate

   Has anyone else heard of a movie called Stargate?  It stars Kurt Russel,
and was supposed to be a cross between Star Wars, Raiders of the Lost Ark,
and Aliens.  It's slated for release this summer, and I was wondering if
anybody out there had seen clips or previews.  Is it good, or as cheap as
is sounds?

Jason Coffee

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 05:16:54 GMT
From: kenl@indirect.com (Kenneth Little)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stargate

<warhawk@MERLE.ACNS.NWU.EDU> wrote:
>Has anyone else heard of a movie called stargate?  It stars Kurt Russel,
>and was supposed to be a cross between Star Wars, Raiders of the Lost Ark,
>and Aliens.  It's slated for release this summer, and I was wondering if
>anybody out there had seen clips or previews.  Is it good, or as cheap as
>is sounds?  	

I worked on the film for a couple weeks while it was in Yuma, AZ. in the
second unit camera.  I have never seen so many extras used in my years in
the industry (as limited as it may be). I also have never seen so much
water in craft services!!! Dry, dry, hot, hot... If you want more info,
email, but don't expect instant response.  It may take a little while as I
am currently working on another film.

ken
kenl@indirect.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 09:47:56 GMT
From: Magus@drak.demon.co.uk ("Patric S. Toms")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Damnation Alley

I know this 1977 film from 20th Century Fox with Jan-Michael Vincent,
George Peppard, Dominique Sanda and Paul Winfield from the [cult] book of
the same name by Roger Zelazny was shown on UK TV as I remember seeing it
some time ago (I can't remember when).  Does anyone know:

   1) Whether it will be re-shown soon ?
   2) If it is available on video ?

The Radio Times Film & Video Guide has the affrontery to call this film
*APPALLING SCI-FI NONSENSE*. I can only assume that this comment is from
Derek Winnert (Reviewer) rather than Barry Norman (Introduction) as my
opinion of Barry Norman is considerably higher than that.

Any responses gratefully received.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	   Television - SeaQuest (5 msgs) & Star Trek (7 msgs) &
                        Possible New Spielberg Show & Starblazers & 
                        Mantis (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 12:45:32 GMT
From: drh4@po.cwru.edu (Dawn R. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest--Future Episodes

   I hope you're wrong about those previews or else that they don't turn
out as dumb as they do sound. I too am a loyal fan of seaQuest and agree
that those just won't help the ratings.
   I don't think they should be it though, if the bit about new episodes
this summer is true. I read early on that NBC had ordered 22 episodes of
SQ. Even counting the pilot as two of them there are two more to go (I have
19 titles currently and 19 out of 20 hours on tape). So these last ones
fulfill the original contract for SQ, but not any new ones.  

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 04:05:34 GMT
From: sallylb@netcom.com (Sally Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SQ: seaQuest DSV synopses for May -- SPOILERS

Hey, fellow Internex - I mean Internet - users!

Exclusive to rec.arts.tv and rec.arts.sf.tv, you read it here from moi
first, accept no substitutions...

The descriptions and titles of the last four episodes of the first season
of "seaQuest DSV" (Nope, no news on renewal yet).

Typos are mine; dictation isn't my best skill...

Spoilers off the starboard bow, Cap'n!

Mermaids and ET's and World Destruction, oh my!

May 1: "Abalon" Ford meets a mermaid-like woman in the deep ocean and is
captured and taken to an undersea community headed by a man (Charlton
Heston) who's given his family the ability to breathe under water.
Meanwhile, Lucas goes to a rave party and meets Juliana (from "Photon
Bullet") again and learns a lesson about going too far too fast.

May 8: "Such Great Patience" The seaQuest encounters a million-year old
spaceship, but the encounter goes wrong. The captain and Lucas discover
Darwin may be the key to bridging the communications gap. Guest star Kent
McCord ("Better Than Martians").

May 15: "The Good Death" The evil General Guzmano (Luis Guzman) tricks
seaQuest into torpedoing a refugee ship from Brazil, which Westphalen's
daughter (Mary Anne Hagan) is helping. Westphalen, Ford, and Shan (Dustin
Nguyen) are trapped trying to save her.

May 22: "An Ocean On Fire" (season finale) A power plant designed by Lucas'
dad (Kristoffer Tabori) may hold the key to the world's energy problems,
but unfortunately when it goes on-line on the world's first international
holiday, it spews so much molten lava into the ocean that there's a danger
of the polar ice caps melting, so Bridger must sacrifice the seaQuest to
save the world. Meanwhile, as the current tour of duty nears an end, the
crew wonders about their future: Ford and Hitchcock compete for the same
job as captain of a supertanker; Crocker contemplates retirement; Lucas
ponders his relationship with his father; and Bridger and Westphalen must
come to terms with the mutual attraction they've finally acted on.

Phew! Quite a month ahead, and for a change the show will be on every week.

Sally Smith
(510)790-0608
sallylb@netcom.com 

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 12:56:50 GMT
From: drh4@po.cwru.edu (Dawn R. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST BRIDGER/WESTPHALEN QUESTION

Bridger's wife was killed several months before he comes on board the
seaQuest. According to the novelization of the pilot, she died of a rare
tropical disease on the island they retreated to after the death of their
son. Her name was Carol. Westphalen is divorced (several times if the
novelization mentioned above is accurate). She has one child - a daughter
who is apparently going to show up in one of the new episodes in May.
   There have been two series hints that the charaters might be getting
together - in WHALE SONG and in HIDE & SEEK. According to an interview for
CYBERSPACE VANGUARD with Stephanie Beecham they will do a little more with
this during the final episode this season.

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 12:59:25 GMT
From: drh4@po.cwru.edu (Dawn R. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST BRIDGER/WESTPHALEN QUESTION

The James Westphalen killed by Doctor Zeller was Kristen's BROTHER not her
husband. Rewatch the episode.

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 07:24:09 GMT
From: azizd@iia.org (debbie aziz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SQ: DSV -- SEAQUEST RENEWED!

   Oh...goody. I'm glad SeaTrek got the go ahead. But I always thought that
NBC and Spielberg had a 2 year locked in contract for SQ, so I never
thought there was any doubt that it would get renewed. But I guess when a
show does that bad in the ratings everything is in doubt. I wonder what
night they'll move it too, because it's getting creamed on Sunday nights.
L&C regularly beats SQ and even Martin has beaten SQ many times. Saturday
seems to be the big night for "family" fare, so maybe a more to Saturday at
8 would be better.  

Debbie A. Aziz
azizd@mary.iia.org
daziz@llnj.ll.pbs.org
LibbieC@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 11:23:49 GMT
From: qtm2w@virginia.edu (Quinn Thomas McCord)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG -- Data's Mother

Spoiler for "Inheritance"

tfharris@bbs.iquest.com writes:
> 1. Did this android get suspicious when she never aged? or
> 2. Did Dr. Sung create robots than manage to grow old over time?

   They mention that "Mrs. Soong" has an aging program "like Data" (!!!)
That she had one comes as no surprise, but this is the first time they've
mentioned that Data has one too.

> 3. Did this android never get a paper cut and leak fluid other than
>    blood?

   Either her fluid looks like blood, or she was programmed to be very,
very careful.  Probably both.

> 4. Did this android wonder why she never had so much as a sniffle?

   I would actually guess that Soong had programmed her to mimic sickness
every so often, for exactly the reason you present.

> 5. Are we suppossed to believe any of this??????????

   It's no less believable than the rest of ST, and is fairly consistent
with the rest of the show.

Quinn

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 11:35:51 GMT
From: vghoward@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deep Space Mall

This is something that has sort of confused me about DS9.  Namely, the
political arrangement that the Feds have with the Bajorans.  I've seen
every episode of both Trek series, and, while I understand the basics: The
Cardassians withdrew from Bajor; the Bajorans invited the Feds to take over
DS9 for them.
 
I have problems with the specifics, however.  WHY did the Bajorans "invite"
the Federation?  Was it really part of a negotiated peace settlement
between the Feds and Cards?  In other words, the Cards would only pull out
of Bajor if a third party - the Feds, took over their station.  And how
does this arrangement tie in with the overall Federation/Cardassian peace
treaty?
 
I don't believe that specifics about the political atmosphere have been
fleshed out or revealed in both shows.  Thought it might be interesting to
hear from anyone who could contribute some theories and scenarios.
 
vghoward@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 17:11:07 GMT
From: marshall@exg106.rh.psu.edu (Marshall Maresca)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deep Space Mall

   As I understand it, when the Cardassians pulled out of Bajor, the
Bajorans realized that they didn't have the resources or the organization
to get themselves back on their feet by themselves.  So, therefore, they
asked the Federation for assistance.  Since that is JUST the sort of thing
the Federation was put together for, they were more than willing.
	
Marsh

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 14:34:07 GMT
From: paulk@cee.hw.ac.uk (Paul Kelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek The Next Generation... Gone?

Yup, the 7th season is the last. They have just finished the 2-hour final
episode "All Good Things..." and they are currently working on the next
Star Trek movie with the original cast. It is due out around Xmas and is
called "Star Trek:Generations".

A new Star Trek series will begin in Jan 95 called "Star Trek:Voyager".
This will run along side "Deep Space Nine".

Paul A.Kelly
Heriot-Watt University
Paulk@Cee.Hw.Ac.Uk

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 15:05:04 GMT
From: teseract@lamar.colostate.edu (James Banks)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek Voyager

Does anyone know when the new series Star Trek Voyager is set to premiere?
Next fall?
  
The concept behind Voyager sounds so much more interesting than Deep Space
Nine.

Can ANYONE answer my questions before I crack up!?

Jim Banks

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 18:47:23 GMT
From: mljohn@admiral.umsl.edu (Mari Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: I-CON, the Harlan Ellison show

Brett G. Sherris <bsherris@pipeline.com> wrote:
>Star Trek has become this huge soulless financial enterprise that exists
>solely for the maximization of profit.  Hell, I believe the folks at
>Paramount don't give a snit about continuity, characterization, scientific
>accuracy or anything resembling a coherent story line.

Ditto.

Unfortunatly, GR's death has left a big hole in the ST universe.  He was
not a saint, but neither were Richard Wagner or Kurt Cobain.  However,
being a saint is not a prerequisite for being a visionary.

ST Classic, ST:TNG and ST:DS9 are all excellent examples of Sturgeon's Law:
"90% of _everything_ is crap."  GR himself admitted that he personally
wrote some of the worst episodes of the original series.  On the other
hand, he had a vision that homo sapiens is "perfectable" and that the
change could be made in less than an evolutionary time scale.  That message
struck a chord with a lot of people.

The best episodes combined action with a moral.  That is why people watched
them in spite of cheesy special effects and Shatner's "unique" acting
style.  ST wasn't intended as SF.  The first two series were (to quote GR)
"Wagon Train in space" or some such, while DS9 was described as intended to
be "Dodge City in space".  In other words, they are _Westerns_, people.
That's why the aliens all look humanoid and can interbred with Terrans:
they are really just Indians in fancy makeup.  And Star Fleet is the US
Cavalry (no, not the "Dances with Wolves cavalry but the John Wayne
cavalry).  GR shot down lots of scripts where Star Fleet personnel were
less than perfect, to the consternation of Harlan Ellison among others.
Actually, GR couldn't have cared less about continuity, scientific accuracy
or anything resembling a coherent story line", but he did care a lot about
characterization.  Kirk, Spock and McCoy are why ST survived in
syndication, and Picard, Data and Worf are why ST:TNG survived the first
season.

And that is why the current versions are lacking something.  One of the
recent ST books quotes the current co-producers as saying that a lot of
their script ideas were vetoed by GR and that they came to know GR well
enought to predict what he would and wouldn't approve in scripts.
Unfortunately, _if_ they ever did know, they are no longer applying that
knowledge.

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 11 Apr 94 15:46:15 EST
From: Lee Whiteside <leew@indirect.com>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Roddenberry Biography

Since Joel is online and getting involved with discussions about his book,
I thought it might be appropriate to post this message from J. Michael
Straczynski which was in response to an inquiry about why he was quoted on
the back of the book.

 From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
 Subject: JMS: Gene Roddenberry biography
 Date: 6 Apr 1994 01:24:20 -0400

   This was bound to come up, so let me dive into this now and tell the
full story.  (I hope someone will archive this out there, so that if and
when it comes up again, the reply will be available.)
 
   I have no vested interest in Joel Engel or his book.  My first contact
with Engel was when he wrote a bio of Rod Serling, and I booked him on Hour
25 - my L.A. based talk show on KPFK-FM - in order to rake him over the
coals.  (Needless to say, I'm a major Serling fan.)  We went toe to toe for
two hours, and many listeners felt that I was very hard on him.  (And, in
fact, I probably was; it's not easy when someone tackles one of your icons
in full view.)
 
   What I found was someone who had no agenda but to get out the story, as
fully and factually as he could.  Whatever he said, he had at least two and
usually more sources on.  As a former journalist myself, I could find
nothing wrong in his methodology or his motivation.  I built a grudging
respect for him over the length of that interview.
 
   He caught a *lot* of flack over that book, and I guess it was about a
year later when he called and said that he was going to do his next book
after a subject that would not be as controversial.  Roddenberry.  He knew
of Roddenberry's work, though he had no connection with the person himself,
and figured the book would be a cakewalk.
 
   Much to his dismay, he discovered that he was wrong.  The story was
riddled with controversy, and a very different image than the one usually
projected.  He lamented in one phone conversation (we spoke maybe six times
in the course of writing the book, it's not any kind of real relationship;
mainly he was hoping I could point him in one direction or the other for
sources, one journalist to another) that those who spoke most positively of
GR were those who never worked with him, while he was having the devil's
own time trying to get anything positive out of anyone who *had* worked
with him.  This was NOT what he had wanted to get into, and apparently
several times offered to give back the advance, just to get out of the
book....but a contract is a contract, and he was under an obligation to
tell the story as best and as accurately as he could.
 
   Engel, who has worked for the NY Times, has *no* connection to Star
Trek, *no* axe to grind, *no* interest in doing a hatchet job on anyone.
If anything, he was hoping to *avoid* this kind of book.  He made it a
point *not* to sensationalize in the book.  If anything, it's rather dry in
places, specifically because he's trying to avoid even the appearance of
exploitationalism.  He is a very thorough, careful reporter, and is careful
not to say *anything* for which he doesn't have multiple sources.
 
   Once word got out about the book coming out, many of those closest to GR
began a process of damage control, accusing, falsely, in my judgment, Engel
of bias, of doing a deliberate hatchet job, of having an agenda, on and on
and on.  I have made it a point to try and speak honestly and frankly on
this and other systems, and I can tell you point blank that he operates
under none of these.  He did not set out to "dig up dirt" or to "do a
hatchet job."  He wanted to tell the full story, as much as could be
verified factually.  There's a *lot* of stuff he got that didn't end up in
the book, which *would* have been sensational, but because he didn't have
multiple sources, or because he felt it really didn't belong in the book,
were omitted.
 
   When he finished the book, he asked me to read it in case I wanted to
give him a quote.  I accepted the book, figuring that I probably would NOT
give him a quote, simply because I wanted to stay out of the line of fire.
When I finished it, I found that it was an honest, straightforward job of
good journalism, and knew *instantly* that it would come under a great deal
of fire, most of it unfair, and total misrepresentation by certain portions
of the fan community.  In light of that, I felt honor bound to give some
sort of quote.
 
   And that, as they say, is that.
 
   This isn't an easy area for anyone.  As somebody once said, biography
has lent death a new horror.  Probably 25 years from now, somebody'll write
a book telling about how Larry DiTillio was really the secret brains behind
Babylon 5....
 
   JMS

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.com 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Apr 94 14:05:02 GMT
From: ah329@freenet.buffalo.edu (Barbara E. Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Colony Shows

I heard a rumor that Steven Spielberg was going to try a colony science
fiction show sometime.  Can anyone confirm this?  And, for discussion, what
do people think of colony shows?  Just space westerns?  Or do they have
their own value?

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 16:46:27 GMT
From: kjm132@psu.edu (Ken Mumper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Starblazers

Anyone remember a cartoon out of Japan called "Star Blazers" in the early
80's? I loved it as a little kid and would enjoy seeing a few episodes
again for old time's sake. Thanks. 

Ken

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 07:59:14 GMT
From: brisco@netcom.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: MANTIS

The show will be a series this coming fall on FOX Network.

For those of you are Sam Raimi fans, please watch and support the series.

KC
brisco@netcom.com
kchang@orion.oac.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 17:18:54 GMT
From: 98782359@wsuvm1.csc.wsu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: MANTIS

Sorry, I tried watching the premiere movie thing and it was pathetic.  I
understand the need to have more programming geared toward the black
population but this movie was so loaded with black culture, I couldn't
relate to anything that was going on.  It was well done, but I don't think
it will sell to the majority which means a quick death in the ratings.
 
C. Miller

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Television - Radium City (2 msgs) & Blake's 7 (8 msgs) &
                      Robocop (3 msgs) & Battlestar Galactica & 
                      Swamp Thing & Bradbury Theater (2 msgs) & 
                      Robotech & Doctor Who

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 18:22:09 GMT
From: Peter_L_Zavon.Wbst843@xerox.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: RADIUM CITY -- the documentary

>There was this old PBS documentary called "Radium City".  It was about a
>community where the main production plant was "Wesclock".  They made
>clocks with dials that would glow in the dark.  They used radium to make
>the dials glow.  Unfortunately the workers who made the clocks did not
>know the danger of radioactivity.  (They used to lick the radium soaked
>paint brushes to get a finer point) Many of the population dies of cancer.
>Some graves were still radioactive.

The documentary has some very good information in it, including old films
from the 1930's showing the radium dial painters at work, and interviews
with survivors in Illinois.  (The Wesclock use of radium dials in NJ, NY,
Illinois and elsewhere, was a classic case of occupational exposure to
toxic materials with management indifference, coverup, etc.)

However, the documentary also has a very definite labor axe to grind and
includes some assertions that are just plain wrong.  (Like the claim that
Einstein and Roosevelt decided to continue production during WWII -
Einstein was NEVER involved in any of that, and Roosevelt was definitely at
arms length, too.)

So see it if you have a chance, but take it as one source of information,
not the definitive source, on this topic.

Peter Zavon
Xerox Corporation
Webster, NY
zavon.wbst843@Xerox.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 19:18:14 GMT
From: eyeballk@orion.login.qc.ca (The Eyeball Kid)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "RADIUM CITY" some news

I just read the "series outline" (or proposal?) and part of the
"first-draft" for "Radium City". Apparently it's a TV series "in
development" somewhere in Canada, but I still can't find out where.

Well, it KICKS ASS.  Big time.  I promised the person I gave it to I
wouldn't reveal any details about plots or premise, but it's DIFFERENT -
for TV anyway.  Kind of "NYPD BLue/Northern Exposure/Singing Detective".
In other words smart Sf for adults.  It's got people acting like people:
ruthless, nasty, violent, sexy and funny. And some WEIRD virtual reality
stuff, and technology to keep the space-ship people happy.  From what I
heard they're looking for a US market (it got a good response at some
European TV festival or something).

Does anyone have internet adresses on the networks here? I asked Fox if
they knew anything and they didn't reply.  But after reading the few pages
I could get my hands on, I'd rather see ten minutes of Radium City than
another season of Babylon Five, or Star trek, or DS9 - or that show Fox was
surveying.

Any info at all please post.  This is one show that I WANT to see.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 22:07:27 GMT
From: edchen@cicero.ccs.itd.umich.edu (Chen edward)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Blake's 7

Anybody out there remember a British show called Blake's 7.  It was kind of
of like Star Trek.

Ed

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 16:55:59 GMT
From: crouchm@lmgadpo1.hq.af.mil (Mark A. Crouch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

I remember it well.  I recorded all of the episodes off of KRMA-TV 6 in
Denver, several years ago.  It's been a while since I have watched them,
but I remember fairly well.  (Please, no requests for copies.  The
originals were recorded in EP mode, so any copies would be of extremely
poor quality.)

The stories were very good, except for the 4th and final season, where they
became disjointed.  One of the more intriguing aspects of the series was
the fact that Blake (the title character) only appears in half of the
episodes.

Mark A. Crouch
Woodbridge, VA
(703)693-3172
crouchm@lmgadpo1.hq.af.mil

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 20:37:26 GMT
From: am848@yfn.ysu.edu (Ann M. Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Blake's 7

I would recommend Blake's 7 to most TREK fans.  Although the effects/sets
seem campy, the interaction between characters is what many TREK fans say
they want to see in TNG.

I would describe it more as a sf Robin Hood than like TREK.  Perhaps like
the Mirror TREK!

Strong points: a wonderful female villain who was sexy and intelligent and
did win sometimes and two leaders of the good guys who were definitely in
need of counseling.  The women's roles were fairly blah though among the
regulars.

Ann M. Williams
Circulation Supervisor
Saint Joseph College
Connecticut
am848@yfn.ysu.edu
williama@ganesha.sjc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 05:57:02 GMT
From: ravenor@aol.com (Ravenor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

The sets are crummy, the special effects in the space battles are like
something I could do with a sparkler in my backyard and the acting can tend
to get a little overdone (especially Avon) but the characters and plots are
actually pretty cool! Servalan is one of the best villans I've ever seen
anywhere! I'd let her stab me in the back any day.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 12:11:50 GMT
From: cs93isa@brunel.ac.uk (Iain)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

Wow - this is going back a while!  If you can ignore the dire fashions, it
was one of the best sci-fi series of all time.  We're all waiting with
baited breath here in the UK for either the BBC, or UK Gold to start
repeating it.

The big question must surely be: How can this thread have progressed this
far without mentioning Orac?.  He/she/it was undoubtedly the best character
in the series.  Enlarge it slightly, and you have Ziggy (from QL); shrink
it and you have the Box (from Star Cops).  And what about that strange
whine whenever Avon switched it off?

As a brief aside, does anyone remember the Liberator getting covered with
some green fungus, Zen dying, and the rest of the crew transferring to
another ship?  Am I going mad, or did this really happen?

And finally, for anyone who cares, did you know that the guy who played
Avon appeared in one of the black and white Jon Pertwee Doctor Who's?

Iain

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 14:24:20 GMT
From: rrw1000@cus.cam.ac.uk (Richard Watts)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

Iain <cs93isa@brunel.ac.uk> wrote:
>Wow - this is going back a while!  If you can ignore the dire fashions, it
>was one of the best sci-fi series of all time.  We're all waiting with
>baited breath here in the UK for either the BBC, or UK Gold to start
>repeating it.

 August, I'm told. This is the August that the BBC said was April a few
months ago, though, so I wouldn't hold my breath...

>The big question must surely be: How can this thread have progressed this
>far without mentioning Orac?.  He/she/it was undoubtedly the best
>character in the series.  Enlarge it slightly, and you have Ziggy (from
>QL); shrink it and you have the Box (from Star Cops).  And what about that
>strange whine whenever Avon switched it off?

 I don't know - Orac was a different kind of computer from Ziggy and Box -
Ziggy actually tries to help most of the time, instead of claiming it's too
busy, and Box is irritating - Orac was just arrogant beyond belief..

>As a brief aside, does anyone remember the Liberator getting covered with
>some green fungus, Zen dying, and the rest of the crew transferring to
>another ship?  Am I going mad, or did this really happen?

 Yup. Scorpio was the other ship. And then they all crashed on Gauda (sp?)
Prime and got killed. Still. Such is life...

>And finally, for anyone who cares, did you know that the guy who played
>Avon appeared in one of the black and white Jon Pertwee Doctor Who's?

He appeared in 'Timelash' (with Colin Baker as the Doctor) too.

Richard

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 08:56:23 GMT
From: keeper@cats.ucsc.edu (Ron O'Dell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

cs93isa@brunel.ac.uk (Iain) writes:
>And finally, for anyone who cares, did you know that the guy who played
>Avon appeared in one of the black and white Jon Pertwee Doctor Who's?

There were no black-and-white Pertwee DW episodes.  They were all colour
originally.  In fact, the episode you mention, `Doctor Who and the
Silurians', was recolourised last year by superimposing the colour from an
old NTSC home video recording onto the black-and-white PAL master tape.
(Masters were made in colour and B&W in those days. Thank goodness for
that; otherwise there'd be some lost Pertwee episodes.)

The shot of Paul Darrow's character dying in that episode was seen in
colour in last year's `30 Years in the TARDIS' special.

Someone else already mentioned Darrow's larger part in Doctor Who's
`Timelash'.  Very Avon-like.  He dies in that one too.

Ron O'Dell
keeper@cats.ucsc.edu
keeper@armory.com
keeper@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 13:51:00 GMT
From: susan.schnitger@channel1.com (Susan Schnitger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

About Blake 7: There is a mail list devoted to it, for anyone who cares to
discuss the show.  To join send the word "subscribe" on a line by itself in
a message to:

Blake7-request@lysator.liu.se

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 16:35:13 GMT
From: sparky@strikebase.feast_of_vultures.com (Sparky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robocop

Rakshi, rakshi@prostar.com writes:
>I missed something in the first episode.  What is the glowing woman who
>dissolves into pixels supposed to be?  Besides the Deus et Machina, of
>course. 

The evil genius who created the computer that controls Delta City (and Old
Detroit, I think, as well) used human brains in the computer matrix.  The
woman was an assistant to the OCP suit dweeb who was in charge of the
project. Hers was the first brain that took to the computer, and her
personality remained within it, and hence in the computer system. She can
project a holographic image of her old self anywhere within the city.

Why do I know this stuff?

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 12:01:37 GMT
From: moisan@bronze.lcs.mit.edu (David Moisan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robocop - hokey or not?

lorene@revcan.ca (Lorene Turner) writes:
>I think the series keeps the dark humor of the first 2 movies, (I haven't
>seen the third but have heard bad things about it), adding to the world
>created by the movies immensely.

Agreed. The Commander Cash "commercials" are excellent.  The newscast
scripting should make the irony a bit less heavy, though.

>number of foes at once, so he can afford to incapacitate rather than kill.
>Also, the series is starting to focus on Robo's heroic human side, rather
>than on blowing things up, which I believe will make the series better.
>As long as they don't get into the formula:

Most times, Robocop does *not* need to use deadly force.  As much as I
loved the first film, its violence level would get boring and (worse)
blase' very quickly.

>they should be fine.  Already they have had episodes questioning morality
>and beliefs in society... I hope they don't go downhill.

I like that contrast the show presents of Delta City vs. Old Detroit, which
is unfortunately quite true to life.  The "weight-loss pill" episode was
especially sharp, I thought.
 
I'd rather they keep out the computer persona and the kid.  The kid reminds
me of that obnoxious brat in "Code Red", that awful Glen Larson fire show.
:(
 
Otherwise I like it.
 
David Moisan
86 Essex St. Apt #204
Salem. MA 01970-5225
moisan@silver.lcs.mit.edu
n1kgh@amsat.org
ce393@cleveland.freenet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 22:20:09 GMT
From: ad750@freenet.carleton.ca (Daniel Raeside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ROBOCOP: Not hokey!

I like the show! Imho, it is one of the best action/adventure shows on tv
today.

One criticism though: It is a bit too PC at times.

Eric

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 05:01:57 GMT
From: (JL)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Battlestar Galactica

A while ago someone mentioned that they were thinking of bringing back the
show. Is there any update on that?

JL

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 03:19:18 GMT
From: burke_kew@ccsua.ctstateu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Swamp Thing - Gone but Not Forgotten.

Any fans of the old Swamp Thing television series out there?

Anyone know what Mark Lindsay-Chapman is up to?

------------------------------

Date: 11 Apr 94 19:39:25 GMT
From: Jeff_Pomerantz@graz.segue.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Old Ray Bradbury Theater Episode

I remember an episode of Ray Bradbury Theater from a long time ago (5 years
+ ?) that I really enjoyed. What I remember of it is this: A photographer
has been going around, taking photos of road accident scenes (for a
newspaper, or something), in which people are killed.  Slowly, he realizes
that the _same_ people are gathering in the crowds around these accidents
every time, even though they are separated by miles, and several days. Who
are these people? And how do they manage to get to the scene of the
accident do fast? He takes pictures of the people in the crowd, tries to
find out who they are, and discovers that they are in fact dead; killed in
road accidents. Spooky. There is one person in the crowd whose face he can
never get a clear shot of.  Who is this mystery person? One day, one of the
photographer's friends is killed in a road accident, and the photographer
looks up and sees his friend standing in the crowd. Implication: the
mystery person has assumed the face of the friend.
     
Does this ring any bells for anyone? I would love to find out is this was
adapted from a short story, or what, and if so, what is it called, who is
the author, and all that stuff.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Apr 94 18:33:33 GMT
From: mheiman@carleton.edu (Mark F. Heiman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Old Ray Bradbury Theater Episode

Jeff_Pomerantz@graz.segue.COM writes:
>I remember an episode of Ray Bradbury Theater from a long time ago
(5 years + ?) that I really enjoyed. What I remember of it is this: A
>photographer has been going around, taking photos of road accident
>scenes....
>
>Does this ring any bells for anyone? I would love to find out is this was
>adapted from a short story, or what, and if so, what is it called, who is
>the author, and all that stuff.

"The Crowd" adapted by Ray Bradbury from the Ray Bradbury story called "The
Crowd."  I don't recall which story collection it's from.  The episode was
on the Sci-Fi channel last week.

Mark F. Heiman
mheiman@carleton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 16:16:00 GMT
From: dxs@unify.com (Dale Shaver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robotech

> Anyone ever watch the animated series called Robotech? I used to rush
> home after school to see it every day. It went through several
> generations, each one involving some sort of alien attackers (of course).
> I remember at the time I was caught up in the violence and cool ships,
> but looking back I remember it having fantastic plots. Anyways... the
> last generation had something to do with a race of creatures called the
> Invid. They were these big purple robot things that flew around the
> remains of Earth blowing the shit out of everybody. There was this band
> of people who were trying to get to the Invid Hive to destroy it and thus
> save the Earth from its terrible fate. For some strange reason though,
> this generation would end seemingly halfway through and then go back to
> repeats. I never did find out what happened to the Invid and if those
> guys saved the Earth. Do those final episodes exist? Has anyone ever seen
> them?

Robotech is an 85-episode cartoon saga, compiled from three Japanese Manga.
Robotech aired in the 1984, 1985 timeframe.  Robotech goes through three
generations of Earth people, beginning in 1999, when a spaceship crashes
onto Earth, and the people learn technology from it and transform it into a
defensive ship, SDF-1.  The Zentraedi (giants) come to get it, and the
first series ends with the destruction of the SDF-1 and a skeleton crew.

The second generation happens 15 years or so after that, when the Robotech
Masters come to do the job that the Zentraedi didn't.  That series ends
with the Flower of Life (the thing all the aliens are trying to get)
sending spores out into space, signaling the Invid where Earth is.  The
third series has the Invid coming to Earth, and the Earth rebels trying to
get to the central location to destroy the Invid.

The first series, The Macross Saga, has 36 episodes;
The second series, The Robotech Masters, has 24 episodes;
The third series, The New Generation, has 25 episodes

The Sci-Fi channel is about 1/3 the way through The New Generation.  It
airs M-F at 7:30am Eastern time, 4:30am Pacific time.

Dale Shaver
Unify Corporation
Sacramento, California                  
dxs@unify.com

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 25 Apr 1994 14:54:13 -0400 (EDT)
From: FROSTJO@hugse1.harvard.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Doctor Who

Okay, I know we Doctor Who fans are pretty much a dying breed. Then again,
sometimes I think there are more of us out there than people think, we just
keep our love for the good doctor to ourselves!  Anyway, if there is
anybody out there who still enjoys/watchs/thinks about the show, I'd love
to hear from them. My room-mates are sick to death of Tom baker anecdotes.
So, if anyone knows anything about the Amblin bid to produce the show, or
just wants to talk, I'd be happy to receive/return messages

Josh

------------------------------
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Date: 15 Apr 94 08:49:09 GMT
From: snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Newbie gushing/question

gowanr@aa.wl.com wrote:
>question: if financing for an archeological dig offplanet costs "more than
>a University professor earns in a lifetime", who put up the bucks for B5
>(or B1-4, for that matter)?

The Earth Alliance government, which has quite a bit of money - so much, in
fact, that it can keep building these damn things after they keep getting
sabotaged, or destroyed, or just up and vanishing.

Which all of a sudden makes me wonder... we all keep thinking about the
*big* mysteries - what's a Vorlon, what's up with Sinclair and the E/M War.
think we might be missing something here. I know that JMS has stated that
they keep building B stations as a thematic point - it's ours to build, not
theirs to destroy, and so on. I just wonder... is that all there is to it?

That's a *hell* of a commitment, five huge space stations (at least pieces
of five, anyway). Does the EA have anything up its sleve we're not asking
about? I mean, that's the equivalent of several *fleets*. Note that no
other race has put this much effort into diplomacy.

Makes you wonder.

Stephen
snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 13:55:38 GMT
From: mpf@speedy.inri.com (Mike Finn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS & all -- What is Kosh watching

This is directed to JMS and anyone else who wants to jump in....

After watching every episode, some twice, and lurking around here for a
while, I have a Kosh question I haven't seen anyone else ask:

What is Kosh watching on his televisions when he's in his quarters?  I
almost looks like he is watching Every channel at high speed all at once.
(Cartoons too?)

Could someone give me a definite answer?  I'm having visions of the first
Vorlon Couch potato...

Mike Finn
Associate Software Engineer
InterNational Research Institute
mpf@inri.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 21:12:51 GMT
From: atlas@spork.acs.umbc.edu (Chris D. Fanning)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS at I-Con: Signs and Portents [no spoilers]

I was just treated to Signs and Portents.  JMS has specifically asked
people not to post a synopsis.  So, if anyone does, they should be taken
out and flogged.  :)

We got to see the now famous outakes footage.  It's a real riot and I'd
love to get my hands on a copy if it was possible.  It had the audience in
stitches the whole time.  There were very few scenes from episodes that
haven't aired yet.  Or, maybe, the scenes were just cut?  My personal
favorite was a shot of the group of "unimportant" species protesting
something and one of them gets all indignant, stands up, and yells, "THIS
IS BULLSHIT!".

Signs and Portents will air in late May and is the most engaging episode
that I've seen.  For lovers of CGI this show will be a real treat.
Foundation has improved things immensely since the episodes that we've seen
aired.  The cut shots of the outside of the station are much more
interesting, you don't want them to stop.  JMS also mentioned that they're
trying to get the effects down correctly, particularly the sound in space
thing.

JMS has already leaked much of the storyline, but there's still lots of
surprises.  There's no great revelation about anything or anyone, they're
still keeping us guessing.  There's a lot of things that happen, and almost
nothing is resolved.  The show seems to fit in perfectly with all the ones
we've seen by asking more questions than they answer.

Each of the major species played a part, the emphasis was on the Centauri.
If I had seen the intervening episodes I would have been able to understand
it better.  Overall, the show looks like a launching pad for the second
part of the season.

I realize this is very vague, but I don't want to give anything away.  I'm
sort of disappointed I saw the episode myself.  I think I would have been
better off watching them in order.  That way I wouldn't want to know what
happens _after_ Signs and Portents for another month.

Chris
cdfannin@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 19:00:49 GMT
From: BK5209A@auvm.american.edu (Bruce Knight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: G'Kar

So far, we've seen two sides of G'Kar: the ambassador and the private
individual.  As a public servant of the Narn Regime, G'Kar is the
quintessential Bad-Ass Dude (tm) at the negotiating table and on Babylon 5;
his government is in a position where galactic peace is a lot less
attractive than war, and as the Narn representative on B5, G'Kar's job is
to disrupt the peace process in any way possible.  Hence his complicity in
the attempt on the life of Kosh, his machinations regarding Ragesh III, and
his inciting crowds to riot in the face of the Home Guard threat.

So, we have G'Kar, warrior, provocateur, gourmet chef.  Gourmet chef?

I suppose his seafood dinner in "Parliament of Dreams" was just the first
reminder that G'Kar the individual is not necessarily the same as G'Kar the
ambassador.  And after that, we have the incident in "Mind War", where he
uses a lot of leverage to pull Catherine Sakai's neck off the block in that
strange system whose name I forget.  Not at all the act of a sleazoid, and
it makes me wonder whether a time will come when G'Kar will simply tell the
Narns to get stuffed, he's not going to participate in another bloody
charade.

Sinclair, as we know, is not what he seems; even he doesn't know what's
under the surface.
Delenn is definitely more than meets the eye.
Londo ... well, he has potential to be something totally other than a
carousing buffoon, but we haven't yet seen it.
Kosh is ... well, Kosh.  We expect the unexpected, but as I've said before,
the real big surprise would be if he turned out to be Larry Bud Melman in a
toga.  (Okay, thin joke.)

As always, my views have no better than a two-in-five chance of actually
connecting with reality (or B5's version thereof).

BK
TAU Washington

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 04:08:56 GMT
From: mazania@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Malcolm Azania)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: EVIL and The War Prayer

A couple of weeks ago there were a number of postings from people who
generally didn't care for D.C. Fontana's "The War Prayer." I'm sympathetic
to those who felt that the "young Centauri lovers" storyline took
much-needed time away from the other stories, but I strongly disagree with
those who felt the show as a whole was bad.
   One of the complaints (a sincere and well-intended one) was essentially
(I'm paraphrasing from memory, so forgive me) that "real racists aren't
like [Biggs and the Earth First people]; real racism isn't about
assassinations, it's about personal humiliation and degradation."
   I agree with the observation in that what most people who are victims of
one form or another of bigotry will experience on a day to day level is
various forms of indifference to their suffering, some contempt, that sort
of thing, not to mention the most powerful form of discrimination in the
non-violent world, which is social and economic exclusion.
   But I disagree that "The War Prayer" was in the wrong for demonstrating
that racism is, and has long been, about VERY dramatic issues, including
assassination and even genocide. Let me explain.
   A while back (maybe a year or two: if someone has the specific dates or
an article for reference, please post), a conspiracy was uncovered in Los
Angeles. A Nazi conspiracy. The aim was to kill certain Afrikan American
leaders or celebrities: Chuck D. of Public Enemy, Eazy E of NWA, Reverend
Al Sharpton, Rodney King... and to murder by gunfire the entire praying
congregation of an Afrikan Christian church in Los Angeles.
   The purpose? Ignite a race war.
   This was by no means the first such gambit to such ends. Charles Manson
tried the same thing in the 1960s: his clan, after murdering rich white
celebrities, among others, scrawled in blood on the walls of the victims
such phrases as "Kill the Pigs" (which was Black Panther Party-type
rhetoric) in the hopes that the BPP would be blamed for the murders of
innocent Whites, which would (they thought) help to ignite a race war. It's
argued that Manson even had some "help" from various authorities, to stay
out of custody as long as he did.
   But return to the LA case a moment. Does the bit about murdering praying
innocents sound familiar?
   Very recently the world was horrified by the mass murder performed by
Baruch Goldstein: the Hebron Massacre. There have been various attempts to
write Goldstein off as a "lone nut" (a phrase that coincidence theorists,
and others who refuse to look at evidence before their eyes, tend to love)
who acted alone, rather than as a terrorist on a specific mission, with
specific political goals AND HELP: destroy the bridge to peace, or even
ignite a pogrom to kill all the enemy.
   Sadly, and predictably, the plan has borne some of the fruit it was
intended to, and vicious counter-slaughters have been made by the other
side. Delenn's words from "Midnight" about "Where does it stop?"  seem
quite relevant here.
   "The War Prayer" aired before the Baruch Massacre. I wonder if some
people might have changed their minds about whether "real racists" ever
operate "that way."
   The reality is that some monstrous people of various political, social,
religious and other philosophies orchestrate works of evil all the time.
Some of them we hear about. Some we don't. Some we stop in time. Others we
don't. "The War Prayer" shows us something very disturbing about our own
"best, last hopes for peace": that they may be very slim.
   I wish that the "young lovers" story had been excised, because I think
the main story and the main subplot needed more detail, and deserved more
play. For instance, on the practical level of this conspiracy, especially
one that is not simply international, but interSTELLAR, you would never
have only one set of assassins. You would HAVE to have Team B, and probably
Team C, to make sure that the job got done. Also, in such a dangerous and
difficult to arrange scheme, the assassins would have to know that their
chances of escaping were slim.  I'm not sure if that's what was intended by
the depiction of Biggs as being almost devoid of an escape plan. Perhaps.
Yet he seemed quite confident of escape.
   Generally speaking, I don't feel that this episode was given its due on
many accounts. We saw some great performances, some terrific story
dimensionality (for instance, many people saw G'Kar as simply an
intentionally disruptive rabble-rouser; in my opinion, he had every right
to reach the conclusions he announced - that Earth didn't give a damn about
them. Clearly, MANY humans are actively hostile to them. The fact that EA
forces arrived as storm troopers to disperse them by force furthers G'Kar's
credibilty, and his justice in his convictions).
   Little touches, like Biggs' response to Sinclair's "Were you in the
war?" with "I missed it," or the fact that the xenophobic human slob was
played by an Asian actor, or that he was not a member of Homeguard, and
that he was attacked (and therefore had SOME grounds for his fears)...
these and many more details make this a rich, complex episode.  If the
"young lovers" had been taken out, we might have had more insights into
Biggs and Ivanova. Someone posted something to the effect that Biggs isn't
realistic because he didn't have anything happen to him personally (that we
were told) that could justify his fanaticism. Yet isn't the same true of
many of the Klansmen, Armed Forces leaders, Israeli settlers, Palestinian
extremists, university professors, social theorists, Rush Limbaugh
commentators, ad nauseum, we've seen on our TV screens a million times? For
them, it's all so simple. I'm right, you're wrong. You've got to die, so
that I can live.
   But life isn't so simple.
   JMS, if you read this, please pass my very sincere thanks to DC Fontana.
"The War Prayer" was a wonderful show, and I hope we see more episodes like
that, and more scripts by her.

Malcolm Azania

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 16:37:21 GMT
From: u3530aqr@elm.circa.ufl.edu (Jeremy Lakatos)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Trust Garabaldi?

Just a thought from a lurker.  In Joe Kosh's past postings on Babylon
matters (from the archives posted earlier), we are hinted at that Sinclair
will come to trust someone he has no reason to trust, and will be betrayed
by someone he does (I think something along those lines). I wonder how much
we can really trust Garibaldi.  Is he the one ordered to take care of
Sinclair if he becomes too dangerous? Hmm.

jeremy@eel.ufl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 18:45:07 GMT
From: mwilson@ncratl.atlantaga.ncr.com (Mark O. Wilson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Ivanova manuever

I haven't been lurking here long, so excuse me if this has been discussed
before.

Why does Ivanova keep her hands behind her back all the time?

Is this going to become B5's answer to the Picard manuever.

Mark.Wilson@AtlantaGA.NCR.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 21:01:21 GMT
From: hammar@python.cs.unm.edu (neil hammar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: young Centauri lovers (was: EVIL and The War Prayer)

tburke@cc.emory.edu (Timothy J Burke) wrote:
>My protest was directly exclusively at the "young Centauri lovers"
>subplot, which was one of several that has convinced me that the Centauri
>either need to be eliminated from the show or drastically overhauled. (And
>yes, I like Londo as a character a great deal).

   Actually, that show was the only episode of B5 I found boring.  There
were only two parts of the show I found interesting, the "young Centauri
lovers" (primarily because of Londo's part and Jurasik's handling of it)
and finally getting to see Ivanova stomp someone.

Neil Hammar
hammar@cs.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 22:23:30 GMT
From: sdaszykows1@vaxa.hofstra.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: O'Hare

   Just the other day I met Michael O'Hare and conversed with him on
Babylon 5.  He told me that their budget isn't very high at all and the
actors (including him) get very low pay.  I met him at the I-Con science
fiction show, I also met Babylon five's creator and producer, Joe
Straczynski.  O'Hare is a great guy and took extra time to talk to the many
that listened to him, one day George Takei (also a guest) was late, so
O'Hare said that if the listeners wanted him to he would talk longer, he
said "I owe it to ya".  He also said that they do all the shooting in a
warehouse in California, and they don't have many different sets.  He was
also ranking on the old Star Trek shows, saying that every time a woman
slept with Kirk you know she won't be coming back to the next show.  That
was quite funny..

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 22:50:52 GMT
From: lionhart@indirect.com (Richard Taylor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker discussion -- SPOILERS

Two Items:

   "You better pray to THAT GOD OF YOURS..." (emphasis mine)

Hmmm... now we know who the atheist of the crew is?

Is it just me.. or did the 'vicar' remind anyone else of a 20-odd-year
younger Harlan?

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 23:32:53 GMT
From: mike@owlnet.rice.edu (Michael Haohua Liu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5 conversion package!

Annoucing the Babylon5 package for getting converts to the show!  Proven in
field tests!!!! Er, at least I've managed to convert several of my friends
with it.  The first thing you do is show them Mind War.  This is a good
episode to start with especially if they're ST fans because it has Walter
Koenig, plus it's a damn good episode.  Then you tighten the screws and
show them ...And a Sky Full of Stars.  Now, once they begin to appreciate
Babylon5, you go back and show them MOTFL and all the others.  By the end
of this, they will have become drooling B5 fans!!!!!  Really, it works!

Seriously, when I saw MOTFL for the first time, I thought it was OK, but
nothing spectacular.  But when it came back again as a rerun I appreciated
it much more and some of my friends who had missed it the first time around
really liked it after having seen all of the other episodes.  Especially,
Ivanova's so-called "stiffness" I remember that bothering me the first time
I saw MOTFL but the 2nd time I saw it, I just accepted it as part of her
character.  Looking back now, I would rate MOTFL as my third favorite
episode after Mind War and ATSFOS, even.  Anyway, I'm about %100 on B5
conversions so far.  I'll do it one by one if I have to...

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 03:45:08 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Second Season pickup?

   We'll know about year two around mid-May.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 03:45:16 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS:  Q. about the April/May E

   Yes, there will be arc-oriented material in the May programs.  The
"Signs and Portents" episode in particular.
 
JMS

------------------------------
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Date: 20 Apr 94 03:45:25 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Autographs'n'Photos

   Actually, at this time, there *is* no office handling autographs, photos
or scripts.  We really aren't doing any of that at this time.  If there is
a second season, we might set up an office to handle some of this, but
we'll have to wait and see...sorry this wasn't a more positive reply.

JMS

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 06:15:30 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: babylon 4

   B1-B4 were located in roughly the same sector, with B4 using some of the
materials from 1-3 leftover.  B5 was constructed about 3 hours (traveling
time in real-space) from the location of B4.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 10:47:47 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Sinclair Memorabilia

   As I recall, the photo and article is about Sinclair's ancestor, who
fought in the Battle of Britain.  And the framed piece is indeed a Sinclair
Aircraft logo.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 12:24:58 GMT
From: dss2k@poe.acc.virginia.edu (David Strauss)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker Comments (Spoilers!)

Donald Simmons <donald@bach.utias.utoronto.ca> wrote:
>   - Garibaldi's to Sinclair about "That God of your's" was very
>interesting. We've heard Sinclair refer to God several times in the past
>and in this episode, and I'd like to know just what his religious beliefs
>are, especially in light of the ceremony he arranged in 'Parliment of
>Dreams'.

I haven't seen the episode yet, but JMS has stated that Garibaldi is an
agnostic, and Sinclair was trained as a Jesuit.

David Strauss
dss2k@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 12:51:41 GMT
From: habs@panix.com (Harry S. Hawk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Second Season pickup?

straczynski@genie.geis.com writes:
>We'll know about year two around mid-May.

In a ranking of all 139 syndicated TV shows Babylon 5 was recently ranked
27. With a total household reach of 4.5. It's not ST:TNG or Wheel of
Fortune's 9-12 ratings, but 4.5 is certainly respectable.

It is also worth noting that Babylon 5 was mentioned directly in the
Time-Warner annual report...

Harry S. Hawk
Electronic Communications Officer
Extropy Institute Inc. 
habs@extropy.org

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 13:58:40 GMT
From: johns@haiti.gsfc.nasa.gov (Steve Johns)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: "Infection", Q:Why didn't Nelson die?

>Since it clearly took the Icaran bio-tech some time to convert Nelson, why
>did it evaporate so quickly when the warrior "pulled the plug?" Why didn't
>Nelson die, or at least spend a while in critical condition?

I agree.  Having people magically recover completely from utterly
malforming and destructive conditions/events is one of the MAJOR destroyers
of a viewer's ability to suspend disbelief in a SF plot line.

For the first time, I'm going to cite those major initials and say that JMS
blew it here, badly.  Put himself right up in the company of whatever fool
decided that a crippling neuro-symbiotic insectoid could just be plucked
from Chekov's ear at the end of Wrath of Khan without any consequences
whatsoever.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 15:46:26 GMT
From: clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: LtCdr Takashima

> LtCdr Takashima left the station between the time of the pilot and the
> time of the series (there was almost a year of B5 time in between).
> 
> Does anyone know what the reason for this was, within the B5 universe?

JMS stated in a past Cinefastastique article that there were at least 10
different hints that linked Takshima to the conspiracy (whether to kill
Kosh or frame Sinclair wasn't stated, nor was whether she was a willing
conspirator) JMS also mentioned that he would love to bring her back for a
one shot where they delve into this.  He said the opening scene would have
a ship docking, its airlock open, and Takashima stumbles out, looking like
she's had the hell knocked out of her.

As for the "official" reason, she is listed as currently on a "classified
mission"

> There's no proof that I can see in the pilot that she was the inside help
> behind the assassination (I'm rewatching several times to write a
> synopsis for www.hyperion.com).  However, certain facets of her timing,
> and the appearance of her name in a surprising place, are very
> suggestive.

There's no proof, but unless JMS is throwing us a red herring, I'm willing
to believe it.  In fact, I prefer it - I just LOVE a good conspiracy! 

clark@daffy.csee.usf.edu
clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 01:43:10 GMT
From: wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Diane Westerfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker: EEEVILL!  (spoilers)

(SPOILERS galore)

Favorite quotes:
Garibaldi:  "Ambassador Kosh has been a busy boy today."
Kosh:  "Understanding is a three-edged sword."

Ooohh!  Deathwalker was one nasty woman!  When she made her final
revelation about the key ingredient of the serum, that was just... so damn
evil!  And when you think about it, Kosh was pretty evil too, but in a most
subtle way.  When I read the (p)reviews I thought Deathwalker was some kind
of Rani rip-off (Doctor Who: "the Rani" was a Time Lord villainess who went
around stealing chemicals from human's brains for her own nefarious
purposes) but Ms. Deathwalker kicked Rani butt!  Kudos to both the script
writer and the acting - this was one mean, nasty freak!

I liked this episode a lot.  It was very busy, but in a good way.  It was
cool hearing about another war.  The scene with G'Kar and N'Toth talking
about the Narn equivalent of blood oaths was very nice.  Kosh was amusing,
as was the "vicar."  The different space ships, and the docking scenes,
were neat (as far as I could tell on my crummy b&w TV, anyway).  I was glad
Lennier finally got some lines.  He was fun. The interaction of Sinclair
and Garibaldi was good, lots of looking fack and forth at each other.  The
diplomatic solution was decent, not some crappy "Picard talks the aliens
into going home" solution.  This episode really *worked*.  Despite being so
busy, with lots crammed in, it was tight and coherent.

This episode had the violence warning tacked on the front, with good
reason.  N'Toth really laid into her with that wrench!  Man!  This really
had me hyper and energized for the rest of the show - a real eye-opener.

You know, I came away from this feeling it was a great "woman episode."
Because there were five women with sizable parts, and yet *none* of them
were talking about PMS - I really appreciate this, you know?  N'Toth
beating the crap out of somebody again, Ivanova being her usual competent
self, Talia being warped again,female equivalent of Hitler being every bit
as evil, and the spokesalien of the League of Non-aligned Worlds being,
well, an annoyed non-aligned alien.  And of course Delenn was pulling
Lennier's strings, even though she wasn't on the station. OK, I enjoyed
_Fried Green Tomatoes_ and _Thelma and Louise_, but it's nice to see all
these females going about their lives not constantly talking about men,
sex, etc.  Women being people instead of women.  I'm not sure I've ever
seen a TV show (or film) that's so well gender balanced.

One thing that bothered me was that N'Toth seemed to be doing a re-hash of
Delenn in _Soulhunter_ and Ivanova in _MOTFL_, in the way she flies off the
handle at this horrible enemy and then talks about her grandfather slowly
dying.  But otherwise she was great.  BTW, I was very surprised to see that
she's as tall as G'Kar.

Another annoying thing: when the Vorlon ship came out of the jumpgate
(which they kept on calling vortex for some reason in this episode) there
weren't any Starfuries escorting Deathwalker's ship, thus making it
convenient for the Vorlons to blow it away without accidentally destroying
any humans and causing more of an incident.  Where were the escorts??
Surely they weren't going to let her fly off on her lonesome?

Note to whoever asked about what the vicar said when Talia mentioned her
psi-ratings: he said he was a P23.  Don't know if that was the truth, but
if it was, Kosh now has the knowledge of at least one major button of
Talia's (the serial killer) and may use it somehow in the future...

* * *

I can't rate it right now, as it's still a jumble in my head.  But again,
this episode really worked. I came away from it with emotions running
around my head (hyped up, weirded out, exhilarant).  This is pretty damn
high-quality for a TV show!

Again, thanks to JMS for having a show with so many strong women
characters.

Diane Westerfield
wes5@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 02:26:07 GMT
From: zecca@starfury.cgd.ucar.edu (The Admiral)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Ivanova manuever

mwilson@ncratl.AtlantaGA.NCR.COM (Mark O. Wilson) writes:
>Why does Ivanova keep her hands behind her back all the time?

Why not?  I do that almost as frequently as she does.  If you're standing
for long periods, it's sometimes easier than letting the arms dangle free.

Probably goes back to her military training though.  Standing at ease and
all that.

Michael Zecca
zecca@starfury.cgd.ucar.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 03:22:02 GMT
From: arromdee@jyusenkyou.cs.jhu.edu (Ken Arromdee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Cliche in Deathwalker

Um, a serum that requires someone to be killed to make?  

That's not a serum, that's a magic potion!  Maybe it's marginally
believable that the serum has to come from living beings, but specifically
sentients?  Not only extracted from sentients, but extracted from sentients
in such a way that they have to die.  What is this stuff, a soul extract?

Worse yet, it's general enough to work on multiple races who are completely
unrelated and have totally different physiologies.  And not only that,
although the races are all physiologically different and the physical brain
structures and chemicals that make each one a sentient being are different
for each race, it _still_ requires killing a sentient being in all cases.

(Naturally, assuming the Deathwalker was lying fixes the problem, but I
didn't get the impression from the show that we were supposed to think she
was.)

It also adds another piece of miracle tech never to be seen again.  One,
the telepath stuff, was iffy.  Two is iffier.  Lots of miracle disappearing
tech cumulatively makes a show look contrived without any specific episode
standing out.  (At least it's better than Star Trek's tendency to have
miracle _non_- disappearing tech that still never shows up in the future.)

Ken Arromdee
arromdee@jyusenkyou.cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 09:06:51 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: DeathWalker questions (mi

   The Dilgar War was one of the first conflicts that the EA got into, soon
after establishing a presence in space.  We mainly entered it to try and
make a "rep" for ourselves, then got more morally involved when we saw what
was going on.  That and the Minbari War are the only real major conflicts
Earth has been involved with, and Earth was not directly at risk in the
Dilgar war, though if they hadn't been stopped, that might have changed
eventually.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 09:16:40 GMT
From: rblaber@sol.uvic.ca (Sir Robyn Blaber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Deathwalker" (spoilers)

Does everybody in the galaxy know about the hole in Sinclair's mind?  Maybe
they should have a front page article about it in Universe Today.  I think
if I was Sinclair and one more person reminded me about the hole in my
mind, I'd duct tape Delenn to something uncomfortable until I could extract
some mental Polyfilla.

Robyn Blaber

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 10:23:50 GMT
From: root@jumpgate.ubc.ca (Mike Montour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker: EEEVILL!  (spoilers)

wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Diane Westerfield) writes:
>(Spoilers galore)
> 
>Ooohh!  Deathwalker was one nasty woman!  When she made her final
>revelation about the key ingredient of the serum, that was just... so damn
>evil!

Yup, very effective. It may not be entirely realistic - I would imagine
that with enough effort, the ingredient could be grown in some non-sentient
medium. It might also turn out that this ingredient is found in very high
concentrations in Vorlon tissue, giving Kosh another motive for destroying
her.

> I liked this episode a lot.  It was very busy, but in a good way.  It was
> cool hearing about another war.  The scene with G'Kar and N'Toth
> talking about the Narn equivalent of blood oaths was very nice.  Kosh was
> amusing, as was the "vicar."  The different space ships, and the docking
> scenes, were neat (as far as I could tell on my crummy b&w TV, anyway).

Get a big color TV, with stereo sound! It's worth it.

> You know, I came away from this feeling it was a great "woman episode."
> Because there were five women with sizable parts, and yet *none* of them
> were talking about PMS - I really appreciate this, you know?  N'toth
> beating the crap out of somebody again, Ivanova being her usual competent
> self, Talia being warped again,female equivalent of Hitler being every
> bit as evil, and the spokesalien of the League of Non-aligned Worlds
> being, well, an annoyed non-aligned alien.  And of course Delenn was
> pulling Lennier's strings, even though she wasn't on the station. OK, I
> enjoyed _Fried Green Tomatoes_ and _Thelma and Louise_, but it's nice to
> see all these females going about their lives not constantly talking
> about men, sex, etc.  Women being people instead of women.  I'm not sure
> I've ever seen a TV show (or film) that's so well gender balanced.

Yeah, I guess it was sort of a "woman episode". I didn't notice it at the
time. That's one thing I like about B5 - everyone is a character first, and
a black/woman/asian/vegisexual second.

Ivanova was great, as always. I particularly liked her after Sinclair said
"good job".  Her facial expressions can often convey a lot more meaning
than her words.

>Another annoying thing: when the Vorlon ship came out of the jumpgate
>(which they kept on calling vortex for some reason in this episode)

I hope that "vortex" is just an aberration - I think "jumpgate" or "gate"
is much better. If I want vortices, I'll watch the water draining out of my
kitchen sink.

> Note to whoever asked about what the vicar said when Talia mentioned her
> psi-ratings: he said he was a P23.  Dunno if that was the truth, but if
> it was, Kosh now has the knowledge of at least one major button of
> Talia's (the serial killer) and may use it somehow in the future...

I didn't hear him say _P_23, just "I'm a (or "at"?) 23 myself".  Given that
the P scale only goes to 12, I think it is safe to say he isn't claiming to
be a P23. He's a cool character - I hope we see him again.

> I can't rate it right now, as it's still a jumble in my head.  But again,
> this episode really worked. I came away from it with emotions running
> around my head (hyped up, weirded out, exhilarant).  This is pretty damn
> high-quality for a TV show!

Of course, it could just be the thrill of being out of reruns.  

By the way... did anyone notice that when the ambassador said "The winds of
fate have delivered her into our hands," the camera cut to Lennier
(thinking about the Wind Swords?). Probably meaningless, but on Babylon 5
you never know.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 13:13:07 GMT
From: greg@bart.ies.msfc.nasa.gov (Greg Henderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker: EEEVILL!  (spoilers)

wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Diane Westerfield) writes:
>Another annoying thing: when the Vorlon ship came out of the jumpgate
>(which they kept on calling vortex for some reason in this episode) there
>weren't any Starfuries escorting Deathwalker's ship, thus making it
>convenient for the Vorlons to blow it away without accidentally destroying
>any humans and causing more of an incident.  Where were the escorts??
>Surely they weren't going to let her fly off on her lonesome?

I thought about this also... Since a big point was made by Sinclair about
having an escort to the point where EA would escort Deathwalker to Earth,
not seeing a couple of ships in formation about her ship was very
suspicious.

Might Sinclair have been warned under the table by Kosh and had his ships
hang back a bit?  Surely we don't see everything that goes on...

Greg Henderson
Intergraph Corporation
Mailstop: NASA
Huntsville, AL 35894-0001

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Banks (2 msgs) & Brin (4 msgs) & Clarke &
                     Donaldson (6 msgs) & Goldstein & Hand

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 12:42:41 GMT
From: mst@vexpert.dbai.tuwien.ac.at (Markus Stumptner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

piaw@bowfin.cs.washington.edu (Piaw Na) writes:
>Humorous?  Iain Banks?  Humorous?  Hm...
>
>I think Iain Bank's idea of a happy ending is one in which the protagonist
>survives.

Humorous and happy are two different things.  To be sure, Banks' humor is
of a pretty nasty kind.

As for the discussion on Consider Phlebas, I think it was a bit disjointed
in comparison with the others (the various stages of the plot stand out
much more strongly), but still presents its vast scope in a breathtaking
manner.  And I confess that I find Horza tragic instead of obnoxious.  I'd
be hard pressed to name any favorite Banks SF novel, but I consider it as
good as the others.

Markus Stumptner
University of Technology Vienna                 
Paniglg. 16, A-1040 Vienna, Austria
mst@vexpert.dbai.tuwien.ac.at
vexpert!mst@relay.eu.net
...mcsun!vexpert!mst

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 14:02:15 GMT
From: G.L.Eden@newcastle.ac.uk (G.L. Eden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

paulk@arc.ug.eds.com (Paul Andrew King) wrote
> The published version was heavily rewritten.  I think _Against A Dark
> Background_ was also an early work rewritten.

Yes it is. For those who don't know about the sequence in which Bank's
novels have been written here is a Don Seeley's list which I culled from
the net ages ago.  It makes for interesting reading. The comments are from
an interview with Banks in May 89. My comments appear after ***'s. This
list is the order in which they were written NOT published.

THE HUNGARIAN LIFT JET.  Written in 1970, unpublished.  '[A] spy story,
absolutely full of sex and violence, neither of which I'd had any
experience with at the time [laughter].'

TTR.  Written in 1972, unpublished.  'Just gigantic. ...  It had a cast of
thousands and was very silly.'  Quasi-SF in the mold of CATCH-22 and STAND
ON ZANZIBAR.

THE USE OF WEAPONS.  Written in 1974 or 1975, unpublished in its original
version; apparently rewritten in the summer of 1989 for publication.  SF;
the first novel of the Culture.

*** When I once asked Banks how extensive the re-write was he said, "Very"
Apparently he totally changed the structure and brought in the brilliant
back to front interlinked format and took out lots of bits. ***

AGAINST A DARK BACKGROUND.  Written after WEAPONS; unpublished.  SF but not
connected to the Culture stories.

*** This is of course now published. Again after an extensive re-write. ***

THE PLAYER OF GAMES.  Written three years after BACKGROUND, published in
1988 after a bit of rewriting.  The second Culture novel.  A story about
the nature of competition and cooperation that takes place on a planet
where society is built around an incredibly complex game.  Fun, although
the politics is a bit heavy-handed.

*** And heavy handed politics or not. I think it's one of Banks best
novels. It certainly has the best balance between the big guns and
whiz-bangs of _Consider Phlebas_ and the introspection of _Use of Weapons_.
****

THE STATE OF THE ART.  Written in 1979, published in 1989 after some
polishing. *** Bu only in the US.***

A novella about Earth and the Culture published as a book.  A Culture
starship discovers Earth and members of the crew have different reactions
to our own culture circa 1977.  How does a utopia like the Culture react to
an ugly mess like Earth?  Some interesting insights into the Culture but
the story doesn't stand by itself.

*** Which is why of course it was published (finally) in the UK as part of
a collection of Banks short stories ***

THE WASP FACTORY.  Banks's sixth novel, first one published, in 1984.  The
first book 'that I did a second draft on.'  As for content - to quote the
author, 'Well, you can call THE WASP FACTORY a lot of things, but MEDIOCRE
it AIN'T.'  If you had to classify it, I suppose you could call it
'psychological horror'.  FACTORY made a big stir in the UK when it came out
- - some people found it pretty shocking.  It's great fun even when it's
being egregiously nasty...  Highly recommended.

CONSIDER PHLEBAS.  Written after FACTORY; published in 1987, making it the
first published Culture novel.  A big and gaudy novel, written as a kind of
send-up of or tribute to classic space opera.  As space opera, it kicks
ass, plus it's wonderfully funny.  Says Mr. Banks: 'CONSIDER PHLEBAS would
make a f**king BRILLIANT film...'  It would, too.

WALKING ON GLASS.  Written after PHLEBAS; published in 1985.  Very complex
novel about the different ways people experience reality.  Reminds me of
Phil Dick and Christopher Priest.  Hey, and it's funny too.  I read this
first and I still think it's great, but David Hartwell didn't like it and
you might not either.  De gustibus.

O.  Written after GLASS; unpublished.  'It wasn't very good...'

THE BRIDGE.  Written after O; published in 1986.  Very strange fantasy
about a man who finds himself in a world where civilization is built on an
infinite bridge over an infinite sea.  It contains some bits from the
unpublished novel O.  The editor had Banks cut some 40,000 words from the
novel; Banks mentions the idea of publishing an unabridged BRIDGE someday.
However, he says: 'I'm certainly very happy with the way it IS' - the book
is still very effective.  I liked it a lot.

***I think of all Bank's stuff this novel has the most litery clout. Very
very good very, very clever. And of course we all like the Barbarian :-)

ESPEDAIR STREET.  Written after BRIDGE; published in 1987.  A novel about
the career of a rock musician from Scotland who makes it big but falls from
grace.  I liked it but I wasn't overwhelmed; it's a nice character study
with many details from the music business.

*** I thought it was totally class. Beautiful standalone Banks novel that
leaves you feeling all tingly. Which is unusual!

CANAL DREAMS.  Written after the rewrite of GAMES; published 1989.  A short
novel that combines a character study of a classical musician with
nail-biting suspense.  The musician is a woman cello player from Japan, so
it's more exotic than it might sound.  I rather liked it.

*** I personally think it is Bank's weakest novel. He has said as much
himself.  'It's just about the only book I've written without humour'

[End list]

Of course now we can add:

CROW ROAD. Presumably written after Canal Dreams. Very good/funny. Got to
be read if you're currently a student. I identified strongly with it. Kind
of a murder mystery with a tale of unrequited university love set over many
years.

COMPLICITY. Very dark. Nasty. Presumably written to shock. I found it
slightly similar to CROW ROAD in that the characters all have deep dark
secrets which come back to plague them.

> We seem to have a similar taste in sf (Banks, Gibson, Sterling, Bear -
> just add Brin to get a list of my favourite sf authors).

Gibson and Bear are two of my favorite authors but in my opinion are just
blown a way by Banks. Neither of them have the depth of characterisation
that Banks manages, 'what you mean emotional depth to a character? In SF?'
Yep that's what he manages. I dare to say _Use of Weapons_ is just about
the best SF novel ever written. But then what's the point ?  :-)

> IMHO _Complicty_ more than makes up for the mild disappointment of AaDB
> and I'm looking forward to his next sf novel.

Me too. And it could be a Culture one. When I asked him what his next novel
would be at a reading of Crow Road he said "Well I suppose it ought to be a
Culture one".

Greg Eden
Physics Department
Herschel Building
University of Newcastle
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7RU, England
g.l.eden@ncl.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 21:19:07 GMT
From: fyock@mathworks.com (Lee Fyock)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brin's Postman -> movie

Well, I haven't seen this posted yet, so:

According to my supermarket's video flyer, David Brin's _The Postman_ is
under consideration for being made into _Postman_, a Ron Howard movie. Tom
Hanks is supposedly under consideration for the title role...

One of Brin's best works, IMHO.  Anyone have any more info?

Lee Fyock
fyock@mathworks.com                              

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 03:32:40 GMT
From: todd1m@unlv.edu (Todd McChurch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brin's Postman -> movie

Could someone give me a brief plot description of what the Postman is
about?

Todd

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 20:55:21 GMT
From: loh@kits.sfu.ca (Keith Meng-Wei Loh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brin's Postman -> movie

A former national guardsman stumbles onto the wreck of a postal vehicle
with a dead postman inside. He takes the uniform, the old mail and decides
to assume his role. As a postman the smidges of 'civilisation' accept him
because of his role and his uniform. He soon builds a network of 'postmen'
which work to connect the surviving centres of humanity. Eventually, his
system comes into conflict with a more barbaric and warlike people.

I liked it a lot because of its premise. 

Keith Loh
loh@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 18:06:35 GMT
From: loh@fraser.sfu.ca (Keith Meng-Wei Loh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brin's Postman -> movie

The POSTMAN was an interesting premise, and like another poster said, it
fell down halfway through because of the conflict between civilization and
those mercenary types. A more interesting novel that came out a couple
years ago was WOLF & IRON (written, I think, by Gordon Dickson). Like THE
POSTMAN, WOLF & IRON was a post-apocalyptic adventure that meditated on the
nature of civilization and how the end might come. It was also less
pretentious than THE POSTMAN in that it was an unabashed adventure, though
with interesting insights whereas THE POSTMAN pretended to be more
thoughtful, but was wrapped up in an adventure and became confused.

Keith Loh
loh@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 04:37:26 GMT
From: jhallen@world.std.com (Joseph H Allen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RAMA / Arthur C. Clarke / Gentry Lee

So what do you think of the last Rama novel, _RAMA:_Revealed_?  I found the
style generated by the Clark/Lee collaboration to be a little too
transparent (begin: an emotional event here, a review of a traumatic
childhood incident there, some amazement at the grandure of RAMA :repeat),
but I was curious how the RAMA series would be resolved.  I was waiting for
some great insight or solution to the problems of human society after that
big negative social setup in the 3rd book.  Alas, none was forthcomming,
humans seem to be doomed without major draconian measures.

Also is it just me, or were Nicole and the Ramans, and by extension the
authors, rather egalitarian?  Is naive mainstream rationalism truly the
answer?  The main characters have a lot of trouble with sex and drugs and
are oblivious to the emotional impact that their absolute perfection has on
their kids.  And yet the Ramans still thought they were the best humans.

Finally, do the authors really believe their simplistic reductionist theory
of life, the universe and everything?  Namely that universes are created by
God to optimize the harmony between sentient beings?  I realize that this
is not the main purpose of the Rama novels, but still...

Joseph H. Allen
jhallen@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 04:19:39 GMT
From: tap@ecr.mu.oz.au (Tullamore_Andre PETTIGREW)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Donaldson's next "Gap" book

Does anyone know when the fourth book in Stephen Donaldson's "Gap" series
is due to be released in Australia?  It has been well over a year since I
read the last one and I am keen to read on.  Is it out in the US yet?

Thanks.

Tully Pettigrew
tap@ecr.mu.OZ.AU
Melbourne, Australia

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 04:24:07 GMT
From: mentat@epicycle.lm.com (Godshatter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gap Into Conflict

   I have not started the Gap books yet, but I thought the Covenant books
were the best fantasy ever; and the Mordant books were almost as good.  But
it was his writing and imagination that kept me going, not so much the
emotional tribulations of the characters.  I guess I just have little
patience for people who do terrible things, then go through a cycle of
guilt, and then blame future terrible actions on their previous choices and
then say they had no choice.  Most of the time it seems that saying one has
no choice is just a rationalization for doing what one wants to do or
avoiding what one fears to do.  I'm sorry to hear that Donaldson is
reprising this sort of thing again.  But I would like to ask those who have
read all his previous work if his writing and imagination are still as
good.  If so, I'll still give them a try because there's no question in my
mind that Donaldson is brilliantly imaginative and writes better than just
about anyone else I can think of.  Tell me what you think.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 19:34:24 GMT
From: fiver@cray-ymp.acm.stuorg.vt.edu (fiver rabbit)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson's next "Gap" book

Tullamore_Andre PETTIGREW (tap@ecr.mu.oz.au) wrote:
>Does anyone know when the fourth book in Stephen Donaldson's "Gap" series
>is due to be released in Australia?  It has been well over a year since I
>read the last one and I am keen to read on.  Is it out in the US yet?

I've heard nothing about it being released in the US yet and believe me I
try to keep my ears open for any information about a new Stephen R.
Donaldson book:) if anyone has release dates I'd love to hear what they
are:)

Michael G. Haynes
fiver@onededbdy.async.vt.edu
fiver@vt.edu
fiver@acm.vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 02:17:30 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gap into Conflict

jimstark@delphi.com wrote:
>I have to agree that I feel something for Angus (pity, revulsion, hope).
>I'm not sure where Donaldson is going with the Gap series, but I think
>that the series has improved with each volume.  The first volume was hard
>to read in that it was so dark and mean spirited.  Does anyone else wonder
>what is Donaldson's problem with women?  Two rapists in three series is a
>high percentage.

Actually it's 3 for 3 - remember Eremis? OK, so he never actually does it
on-screen as it were, but if you read the bits about his thoughts re
Saddith and Terisa you'll see what I mean.

(And then there's Gilbur and his male meat too - shows SRD doesn't just
have a thing about sexual abuse of women - he can be pretty nasty to his
male characters too.)

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 02:47:41 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson's next "Gap" book

Seth D. Kadesh (thes+@CMU.EDU) wrote:
>I believe the next book (Gap Into Madness: Chaos and something?) is due in
>July in the US.  I have it on order from a bookstore.

That's still over a year late on his contract. (it's the Gap into Madness;
Chaos and order). I can't help wondering what happened since he was fairly
confident of finishing within his contract in Oct 91 just after delivering
Dark and hungry God to his US publisher.  Assuming a couple of months to
publish, that means it's taken two and a half years to complete instead of
the projected eighteen months.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 14:03:01 GMT
From: ak453@freenet.carleton.ca (Kevin Lightburn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: the mirror of her dreams

I think Mirror of Her Dreams and A Man Rides Through are Steven R.
Donaldson's best work to date. He really managed to keep your interest
through 1200 pages and never have the characters leave the castle. I'd say
that takes talent. :)

Kevin Lightburn

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 18:25:54 GMT
From: weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu (Matthew P Wiener)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Need reading tips:  Goldstein

ojvind@chagall (Ojvind Bernander) writes:
>I need suggestions as to what one or two books to read by Lisa Goldstein.

I'd recommend THE RED MAGICIAN and TOURISTS, and pass on her other two
novels.  The former is about magic and the Holocaust - it may not appeal to
everyone, while the latter is surrealist and done well.

Matthew P Wiener
weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 06:27:02 GMT
From: jmorgan@nmsu.edu (Jesse L. Morgan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Need reading tips:  Hand

Ojvind Bernander (ojvind@chagall.klab.caltech.edu) wrote:
>I need suggestions as to what one or two books to read by Elizabeth
>Hand

The best known and loved book by Elizabeth Hand was Winterlong. 

Jess	

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Donaldson & Heinlein & Lackey (3 msgs) &
                     Lawhead & May (2 msgs) & McKiernan (2 msgs) &
                     Simmons & Steele

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 19:38:23 GMT
From: fiver@cray-ymp.acm.stuorg.vt.edu (fiver rabbit)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gap Into Conflict

Aron Gamman (aron.gamman@asacomp.com) wrote:
>It's really difficult to really say how we differ here, but we just do. I
>really don't feel any sympathy for Angus after how he treated Morn in the
>first two books. Maybe this is a philosophical difference. I think
>everyone makes their own choices ultimately. Until he's turned into a
>cyborg, I feel he is totally responsible for his actions. He killed many
>people, then he brutalized and raped Morn. I can find no sympathy for such
>a character. I just won't take being victimized as an excuse for
>victimizing others, whatever the situation.

Obviously an existential viewpoint.  I believe that we are all formed by
our environments if our environments are brutal enough; we are shaped by
strong external forces just as a piece of metal may be bent and shaped by
the heavy forces of heat and pressure.  While I won't say that everyone who
victimizes others has been victimized themselves, I do think that a
person's life may indeed have been such that they could do nothing else -
out of control and totally helpless in the grip of one's own past life and
experiences.

This does not mean I think Angus should be in any way excused from his
crimes, but I do think he could NOT stop himself and I do not think his
punishment was justified.  I don't recall precisely how the government is
set up but obviously such clause from the United State's own Constitution
barring "cruel and unusual punishments" no longer have any meaning.  Of
course the police in this era are working not for any political group but
for the major economic group which in effect can suspend justice if it
desires.  I think even you will agree that death for Angus would have been
a punishment more in keeping with "justice served" than what did happen to
him.

Let us form a situation through which we can try to analyze the character
of Angus Thermopyle:

   A child is sexually and physically abused by his father almost
   from birth until he is in his mid-teens.  Any child in this
   situation will build up a constant, burning hatred for his
   father who is abusing him.  When he is strong enough and
   recognizes that this man is capable of keeping his threats of
   death, may take any open opportunity to kill his father so
   that this does not happen;

   In the situation where a child manages to escape his abusers
   the child will NEVER grow up mentally or emotionally and will
   ALWAYS be immature inside.

   Is it wrong for the first child to kill his father for making
   his life hell? Did he make a choice? Or did his life go
   careening out of control so fast he had no other choice?
	
I consider Angus Thermopyle is an angry child who has never been treated
with even the respect and decency deserving of a dog - he has lived his
life among pirates and smugglers and all sorts of ilk.  They are the only
type of person he knows.  If one grows up around a certain type of person
and ONLY that type of person, one tends to believe that any other kind of
person is a fake.  One believes there is NO OTHER kind of person in the
world.

Angus could not control himself before and he certainly has no real chance
of making his own choices in the future.  The world around us dictates what
our experiences will be, we have little or nothing to say about it.

I cannot help but sympathize with Angus.  Does a person's crimes bar them
from anyone's sympathy or empathy or caring?  This attitude only alienates
such people more from society, will only increase their pain and anguish
and penchant for violent acts.

This is my opinion. :) I gave up the existential viewpoint a long time ago.
:) Sartre wrote "you are your life and nothing else" but I see it that I do
not make up my life, my life molds me and shapes me in subtle ways that are
barely even noticeable at the time. Can you truly say you made one single
choice that was not affected by something external?

Michael G. Haynes
fiver@onededbdy.async.vt.edu
fiver@vt.edu                
fiver@acm.vt.edu                            

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 22:05:06 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: *Stranger in a Strange Land*: diffs?

Mark McWiggins (markdmc@netcom.com) wrote:
>But I am almost 20 years older than I was when I first read the originally
>published version, and I'm not clear on what the differences in the two
>versions are. Anybody have a good summary?

I notice Ellen Key Harris has already provided a summary.  My analysis of
the difference between the old version and the new, uncut version is:

Some of the news/advertisement/media bits are reduced or entirely missing
in the old version.

Enough is cut from the Ben-Michael-Jill interaction and Ben's subsequent
description of it to Jubal to make it less than completely obvious what
precisely Mike did that caused Ben to high-tail it out of the place,
stopping only long enough to grab clothes on the way to whine to Jubal.
This has two effects: I first felt more sympathy for Ben (what a shock,
right?), and then got absolutely furious at him, because a breach of
etiquette under such circumstances is _really_ serious.

Enough is cut from the meal after Michael is stoned on the balcony to make
it less than totally obvious what is being eaten in the old version, but it
cannot be missed in the newer/uncut version (well, I suppose if one worked
at it).

I should add that what got cut doesn't change the ideas, or anything like
that but, the subtlety in these two instances reduces the impact of the
events, imo.  YMMV, etc.

Whether this is a good summary or not, I leave up to you.  I expect Ellen
Key Harris scrutinized things more closely than I did, me not being an
editor and all.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 21:07:09 GMT
From: st931662@pip.cc.brandeis.edu (Jenny Lorinsky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: Best series

Hmm....I think that the Last Herald Mage was a good deal crisper in style
than the Arrows' books, but I'm not sure if that necessarily means it was
better...just different.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 13:01:37 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: MERCEDES LACKEY: Best series

jmcgaf@tensor4.WPI.EDU (Jay C McGaffigan) writes:
>I feel that these later series are better written than her earlier sereis.
>It seems to me that her writing style greatly improved between the ARROWS
>and The Last Herald Mage series.
>
>Anyone else agree or disagree with this?

I think her style has improved; more of a problem, however, is time
concerns; I got the impression that some of her recent books have been a
bit rushed, and the quality has fallen off a bit in the process (although
things seem to be picking up again).

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 07:58:59 GMT
From: kt@spsun5.uucp (Kenneth Tan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: In Search of Fans

I'm a fan of Mercedes Lackey, all the way from Singapore where I live.
There aren't that many of her books here, probably because they're not as
popular compared to Eddings, Asimov etc..

I only liked her Last Herald Mage trilogy, and her "urban elves" series. I
think that is because I'm a guy and these appeal to me more than the
feminine Arrows books.

The Last Herald Mage was interesting because Vanyel was not your typical
swashbucking hero so common in other fantasy books. For one, he was openly
homosexual; a very rare treatment in any story book. His trials and
ultimate sacrifice made for very moving reading.  One thing I really can't
stand is Lackey's use of italics in some passages. It pulls my focus away
from the storyline and into the font instead; what's worse is when a word
or two changes back to normal in an italic paragraph to illustrate
emphasis.

I can't remember the name of the series featuring Eric the Bard, Korendil
the elf and Beth the witch, but I really like those books. There was
another book about Tannim the mage, forget the title. Wish I could meet
elves in real life :-)

Kenneth

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 15:44:29 GMT
From: hammerl@acsu.buffalo.edu (Valerie S. Hammerl)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Lawhead

Both The Paradise War and The Silver Hand are out in paperback in the US
(AvoNova as publisher), but The Endless Knot is out only in hardback and
trade paperback (the latter of which I bought three days ago and finished
two nights ago), Lion books as publisher.  And to be nit-picky, I like the
Lion covers better.  Perhaps a little more vague, but did anyone else
notice that the US version of The Silver Hand has the wrong hand silver on
the cover?  I liked the Song of Albion series, though.

Valerie Hammerl 	      
hammerl@acsu.buffalo.edu      
v085pwpz@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 00:42:22 GMT
From: jimstark@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Diamond Mask -- some first impressions

  I agree with Jen that the plots have seemed more shallow.  I was
disappointed with the was Dorothea's face was injured.  Maybe because I had
so many preconceptions about the rebellion.  I also felt that the Fury
revelation at the end was tacked on.  I have my own theory about Fury that
involves Felice, Culluket, and Victor but I will have to wait and see.  I
did enjoy _Diamond Mask_, but it was not as filling as Mays earlier work.
I am still eagerly awaiting _Magnificat_.

Jim
jimstark@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 04:31:23 GMT
From: jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu (Technoknight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Julian May-Galactic Mileu Series

IanG@tirnanog.demon.co.uk (Ian J Greely) writes:
>For those who don't know Julian May wrote the Sage of the Pilocene Exile -
>my all time fave scifi/fantasy series. Even better than Tolkien, Asimov or
>Harrison! (IMHO!) (GRIN) The follow up (though I believe it was written
>earlier) is the Galactic Milieu series. WONDERFUL plots!

OK, hold on here.  Granted, Julian May has an exellent sci-fi mind, and
writes 8-class [on a scale from 1 to 10] fiction.  But's she's not the
best.

She almost rewrote the Pilocence Exile with "The Adversary" series after
the "Many-Colored Land" trilogy.  I didn't like having to back up and then
move forward again.

I REALLY hated her Firulag genes "rape solution" plot device.  Speaking as
a male, that would have brought on the science of denistry a LOT quicker.

Ms. May also has a tendency to use characters and drop them in favor of a
"true" main character.

Tech-speaking, I like transparent force shields.  Not the combo force-and-
mental-shields that she made.  Sigma shields are not that good.  A painful
hyperspace?  Yuck.  But I loved the Ships.  In ST:TNG "Tin Man" Gumtu was
my image of a Ship.  The torcs were ok.  The torc slavery was not.

I _did_ think Anne McCaffrey was trying to copy the Galactic Milieu when
she started writing "The Rowan".  But as it turns out the two are only
similar in appearance.

I tend to like Asimov's Foundation series, and the last 6 books of
Heinlein.  And, of course, Robotech.  I'll take reliable technology over
change-the-laws of-physics mental magic any day.

Jeremy H. Pace
NC State, Raleigh   
jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 20:47:36 GMT
From: nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Neal Ulen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dennis McKiernan Fans?

RYAN C WALLACE (rcw2@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu) wrote:
>This is a query to find other McKiernan fans.  If you're out there, and I
>know you are, post a response and we'll see if we like him for the same
>reasons.

YES!  At last!  Someone else who like McKiernan!!!  Read on.

>Personally, I like the whole mithgar concept, but that is way too broad a
>topic to respond to.  Here's one: what do you think of the recurring
>characters/themes?  Aravan thrills me to no end, and so anything with him
>in it will be eagerly swept up.  But then, I eagerly sweep up everything I
>find.  Now then, there has been some mention of "the impossible child" in
>two recent books (The Eye of the Hunter, and Voyage of the Fox Rider).  Is
>anyone else as intrigued as i am?

I think that Dennis is a great writer who uses a style which reminds me of
sitting in front of a fire listening to an old man tell me some great
rollicking tale.  I have read all of the Mithgar books.  My favorite has
been _Dragondoom_.  Man, what a great story!!  Forbidden love, dragons,
intrigue, wizards, and butt-kicking dwarves...all in one book!

I think that his next book may be dealing with "the impossible child".  If
memory serves me right, isn't the impossible child the child born of an elf
while on the middle plane of Mithgar?  Because elves can't normally have
children while on Mithgar.  Is this right?  And won't this child be able to
cross over the the higher plane of the elves (can't recall name) whenever
he/she wants?  I know that Dennis is working on another Mithgar opus, but
I'm not exactly sure what it'll be about.

_Voyage of the Fox Rider_ was pretty good.  Kind of a sea-going tale.  I
like how McKiernan is connecting all of his books.  For instance.  During
_Dragondoom_ we find out that the horn from the Silver Call Duology was
taken from Sleeth's hoard (which he took from som Dwarves), and that the
horn falls overboard (during the Kraken attack?) thus setting up the Silver
Call Duology.

Also, in _The Eye of the Hunter_ we find Aravan weilding his cool spear.
Where did he get it?  Well, in _Voyage of the Fox Rider_ we find out,
though it's a totally different tale.

Anyway, I'm not sure how much traffic this will create... but I'm willing
to discuss the works of McKiernan!

Neal E. Ulen
nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 02:50:50 GMT
From: joeshaw@info1.cc.vt.edu (Joe "Uno" Shaw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dennis McKiernan Fans?

nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Neal Ulen) wrote:
>I think that Dennis is a great writer who uses a style which reminds me of
>sitting in front of a fire listening to an old man tell me some great
>rollicking tale.  I have read all of the Mithgar books.  My favorite has
>been _Dragondoom_.  Man, what a great story!!  Forbidden love, dragons,
>intrigue, wizards, and butt-kicking dwarves...all in one book!

I am compelled to agree with this.  It is simply a *wonderful* book.  If
you only read one McKiernan book, this should be it.

A couple comments about Eye of the Hunter, mostly based on some email I
exchanged with someone last fall (You reading this, Judy G.?) that I
figured could use some more discussion:

What's the deal with the constant "we could go over the river, or we could
go through the woods, or we could go up the river without a paddle, or we
could go to jail and click our heels three times, or..." when there's
really only one valid choice.  It just didn't seem necessary.

What do you guys think of the constant jumping back and forth in time every
chapter thing?  Distracting?  Or good because it gets us into the real
story quicker?

What's the deal with Aravan's hangup?  Is it explained in Voyage, which I
have yet to read?

Also, I want to see more of the Eskimo-type people (don't remember off-hand
what he called them - Aluts?) in future books.

Joe

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 17:13:57 GMT
From: WKING@utkvx.utcc.utk.edu (William A King)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

Lisa Spodak <lspodak@cap.gwu.edu> wrote:
>Lee Fyock <fyock@mathworks.com> wrote:
>>The short story was better than the novel in this respect. [snip]
>
>I am reading Carrion Comfort right now and noticed that Simmons mentioned
>something about a novella in the acknowledgements.  Is this the short
>story you are talking about, or is that another work?  Do you know where I
>can get a copy of the short story?

I have seen this particular short story (novella?  it's pretty long for a
short...) in a lot of places, but a good place to look (I think, not having
it with me right now) is in Simmons' short story collection "Prayers to
Broken Stones."  Whatever you do, find it and read it!  The novel was
pretty good, but the story was a classic!

Bill King
wking@utkvx.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 00:45:04 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Allen Steele

I've run into a number of Steele fans who for some reason have not heard of
his short story collection, _Rude Astronauts_.  So I mention it here, just
in case.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Date: 13 Apr 94 00:05:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Varley - The Unprocessed Word

kkirksey@world.std.com (Ken B Kirksey) writes:
>I just re-read John Varley's absolutely hilarious _The Unprocessed Word_

Is this a short story?  If so, in what collection may it be found?

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 02:33:44 GMT
From: rdippold@qualcomm.com (Ron "Asbestos" Dippold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Varley's "The Barbie Murders"

dasher@NETCOM.COM (Anton Sherwood) writes:
>I have long suspected that the collection "The Barbie Murders" was
>retitled to "Picnic on Nearside" after, and because of, the arrest of
>Klaus Barbie.  Anybody know?

I suspect Mattel had more to do with it...  The misguided sensitivity it
would take for the Klaus Barbie theory is something I just can't see at all
from Varley.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 20:26:21 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Varley - The Unprocessed Word

Jim Henry <jim.henry@ftl.mese.com> wrote:
>kkirksey@world.std.com (Ken B Kirksey) writes:
>>I just re-read John Varley's absolutely hilarious _The Unprocessed Word_
>
>Is this a short story?  If so, in what collection may it be found?

Isn't it in _Blue Champange_?  That and _Steel Beach_ is about the only
thing he's published in ~10 years... (AFAIK, anyway - feel free to prove
me wrong)

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 23:09:29 GMT
From: avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com (Al von Ruff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: VARLEY - Steel Beach - Yawn?

chc@uwoadmin.uwo.ca (Chris Campbell) writes:
>I'm about half way through Steel Beach and am beginning to wonder if it is
>even worth finishing.  The characters seem shallow, there is no real
>tension as of yet, and the story line seems to drift all over the place.
>The book feels very autobiographical.  The main character is a writer who
>makes snide comments about Micheal Jackson.  I can't help but feel that
>Varley is expressing his own dislike for MJ's music as I read the passage.
>This would by fine in a autobiography on Varley, but that's not what it
>says on the cover of the book.
>
>I keep waiting for things to pick up, but am slowly losing patience.  Is
>there anyone else out there who has read the book and feels the same (or
>different)?

Well. I think that I can answer this without any spoilers.

It is at about the halfway point in the book when Hildy undergoes The
Change, and the book starts to take a more directed path. I think that the
first half of the book SHOULD feel as though the story line drifts with no
real tension going on, as that is the early theme of the book. Medical
nanotechnology has made life long, very safe, and rather boring. Some
people are able to adapt to the boredom, while others cannot and take up
extremely dangerous forms of thrill seeking.

As for whether you should continue forward or not, I can't really say.  I
liked the book, but then again I didn't feel bogged down at the halfway
point. I really didn't find the characters shallow - at least not any more
shallow than the real people that currently populate the Earth. True: there
weren't any starship captains, time travelers, bizarre aliens, sandworms,
Shrikes, or Skroderiders. I guess this made the characters seem a little
more believable to me.

Al von Ruff
Motorola Microcomputer Division
Urbana Design Center
1101 East University Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801 USA
avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 18:04:27 GMT
From: erodgers@whale.st.usm.edu (Elizabeth Rodgers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: VARLEY - Steel Beach - Yawn?

chc@uwoadmin.uwo.ca (Chris Campbell) writes:
>I'm about half way through Steel Beach and am beginning to wonder if it is
>even worth finishing.
[rest deleted]

I agree with Al and Peter. I thoroughly enjoyed _Steel_Beach_ once I was
finished with it and can't wait for some time so I can read it again.

However, I do recall that when I started reading it, I got about 25-30
pages in and put it down for about a month. I picked it back up read 150
more pages and put it back down again.  But each time I did it, the book
nagged at me (the second more than the first) and after picking it back up
the third time I finished it in a matter of days, reading every chance I
could.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 09:29:18 GMT
From: hawk1900@mach1.wlu.ca (Kelly Hawkins u)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: VARLEY - Steel Beach - Yawn?

I would have to agree with your assessment of Steel Beach.  Even though I
was broke, I splurged and bought the paperback, and spent a weekend reading
it instead of working on my papers as I should have.  (Paperbacks are
insanely expensive here in Canada.)  I have loved everything Varley has
written up until now.  I would have to say that he is my favorite author.
I have a friend who once called him and honorary lesbian, which I thought
was excellent.

But Steel Beach, ugh.  What a waste of my time.  It read like a bad
Heinlein novel.  Do all aging sf writers go through that phase where they
must judge everyone and everything, move from being cutting edge to being
grumpy old farts, and basically write an autobiographical novel (well, that
they *wish* was autobiographical) that stinks?  All the characters were
exactly the same.  If I didn't know better I would have said our dear
sexist friend Heinlein had written it.  It was even bordering on homophobic
and I felt the lesbianism was simply gratuitous.

I was so disappointed in the book I wish he hadn't made a comeback.  I
would prefer to remember him as the wonderful, open-minded person who wrote
Titan, Demon, Wizard, The Barbie Murders, The Ophiuchi Hotline, etc, etc..

Big thumbs down on this one.

Kelly

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 14:37:59 GMT
From: stilgar@calvados.apana.org.au (stilgar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Joan D. Vinge

I've read Joan D. Vinge's "Psion" and "Catspaw", and was wondering if
anyone knew the titles of any other books witten by her?  Thanks for your
help,

stilgar@calvados.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 04:58:25 GMT
From: kcr@eng.sun.com (Kevin Rushforth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joan D. Vinge

Joan D. Vinge wrote _The Snow Queen_ which won the Hugo and is worth
reading.  She also wrote two sequels which I haven't read: _World's End_
which didn't get very good reviews, and _The Summer Queen_ which was
nominated for a Hugo.  I believe that _The Summer Queen_ can be read
without having to read _World's End_.  Can anyone who has read all three
comment on that?

Kevin C. Rushforth
Sun Microsystems  
kcr@Eng.Sun.COM
<the-backbone>!sun!eng!kcr

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 15:58:34 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joan D. Vinge

If you don't read WORLD'S END before reading SUMMER QUEEN, you do wonder a
bit about the transformation of B.Z. Gundhalinu from what was a relatively
minor character - a police sergeant, to a major mover and shaker. Still, I
didn't find that this got in the way of enjoying SUMMER QUEEN.

In any case, WORLD's END, though a minor book in comparison with the two
QUEEN novels, is well worth reading for the part it plays in the story.

I thought PSION and CAT'S PAW, while readable, weren't on the same level as
the QUEEN novels. They don't have nearly the same richness of texture, nor
is the character development anywhere near as good.

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 16:03:29 GMT
From: lgeyer@bach.udel.edu (Laura B. Geyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joan D. Vinge

   On the subject of works by Joan D. Vinge: She wrote two or three
novellas which were published together, I think under the name Fireship, or
Crystal ship (sorry I can't remember - it's been a while).  One was about a
guy who had a direct brain link to this super computer that he carried
around in a suitcase.  The second was about this world where everyone is
deaf, except the heroine.  Sorry I can't give better descriptions.  There
my have been a third story, but I'm not sure.
   I also seem to remember that she wrote a short story about a woman who
is a surrogate mother for her brother and sister in law.  It was apparently
published before this was actually medically possible and it explores a lot
of legal problems.  One of my favorite stories.  However, I read it four or
five years ago from a book in my high school library and I haven't been
able to find it since.  It was in an anthology, and the only other thing I
can remember about it was that all the other stories were by female
authors.

Laura Geyer
lgeyer@bach.udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 17:03:08 GMT
From: butek@itzamna.rchland.ibm.com (Russell Butek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joan D. Vinge

Reading World's End was a bit difficult for me because it was rather dreary
(not my style).  Probably because of that, it wasn't terribly memorable.
When I read The Summer Queen some time later, there were moments when I
thought I should reread World's End.  For the most part, it isn't necessary
to read World's End first, but you will probably be frustrated now and
then.

Russell

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 06:40:58 GMT
From: jdawley@moose.uvm.edu (Janice E. Dawley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joan D. Vinge

I was mesmerized by World's End when I read it, probably because I found BZ
Gundhalinu to be by far the most interesting character of The Snow Queen.
I had not read Conrad's "Heart of Darkness" at the time, though - later on
I was disturbed to realize how much Vinge had lifted from Conrad. At least
she pretty much admitted it by quoting a passage at the beginning of the
book...
   As for how it fits into the trilogy... I think it explains a lot, but
stylistically it's very different from the other two books. If you want a
seamless reading experience, you might want to avoid it.

Janice

------------------------------

Date: 16 Apr 94 16:49:59 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BENEATH THE TREE OF HEAVEN: Chung Kuo V

Book Review: BENEATH THE TREE OF HEAVEN, by David Wingrove
(Book V of the Chung Kuo septalogy)

For those who have been following David Wingrove's exposition of a future
Earth ruled by a renascent Chinese culture, BENEATH THE TREE OF HEAVEN, the
fifth book of a projected seven, is a welcome new glimpse into this strange
world (called Chung Kuo) and the people who inhabit it. If you've never
read a Chung Kuo book, however, don't bother with this one - you have to
start with the first book, THE MIDDLE KINGDOM.

(I should mention that BENEATH THE TREE OF HEAVEN has so far been published
only in hardcover in England; I know nothing of the publisher's plans for
the USA.)

One problem with a septalogy (will Wingrove really be able to stop at
seven?) is that it obviates the usual dramatic architecture of buildup and
climax that one finds in single novels or even trilogies. Thus, Book V
really doesn't offer any dramatic crescendoes or surprising fireworks that
stand out from the other books.  Book V is just another pane in a stained
glass window that shows the grand design.

As usual, the writing is of a very high caliber. Wingrove likes to cut
rapidly between scenes, creating a sort of montage effect - this works very
well for him, heightening suspense and speeding things along.

One thing I noted was that this book continues a trend I had noticed in the
last couple of Chung Kuo books - there has been a steady dimunition of a
feature that has caused some to be repelled by these books - sexual sadism.
Perhaps Wingrove has himself come to regret some of the excesses in the
earlier books, or perhaps he sees no dramatic necessity for such scenes at
this point in the series. The latter view may be the correct one; Wingrove
seems to use such sadistic scenes to give moral coloration to his
characters. He uses them to signal that a certain character is indeed a
_very_ bad man in a world where all inhabitants seem to be a fairly dark
shade of grey. At this point, the moral nature of each character has been
firmly established.

One might remark that an author could choose a less repugnant way to signal
the moral nature of a character. Still, the miasma of sadism seems to be at
the heart of Chung Kuo; this is a dark and cruel world. If Wingrove
eliminated these scenes, then he would be writing about a different world.

Warning: SPOILERS follow. Don't read if finding out particulars will ruin
the book for you!

In Book V, the world of Chung Kuo is brought another step closer to what is
beginning to look like assured complete destruction. By the end of the
book, one of the continent-cities has been destroyed, another is ravaged by
war, and the Seven are now Four. Some of the characters undergo profound
change for example, Chen chooses to retire from the Tang's service and goes
to live on a plantation with his family. (This is the outgrowth,
presumably, of his experiences at White Mountain.) His friend Karr
continues in the imperial service, but is beset by increasing doubts as to
the morality of what he is commanded to do.

One of the insights offered in Book V seems to be that Chung Kuo is a
"yang" society - it is a social structure exclusively male in outlook. That
does seem to be on the mark. Women are treated pretty much as they were in
the old China - as possessions that men may dispose of as they wish. A
feminine viewpoint is altogether lacking from Chung Kuo and this is one of
the factors that makes this world so harsh and merciless.

I thoroughly enjoyed reading this installment of Chung Kuo. I do feel
compelled, though, to make some criticisms. My disappointments with Book V
center more on what the book is _not_ about, than on what happens in it.
This is an unfair sort of criticism, of course, perhaps the most unfair one
that can be made of an author.

I had hoped that the next book would focus on Jelka Tolonen, and on her
relationship with Kim Ward. In Book IV, Marshal Tolonen had exiled Jelka to
keep her from continuing her relationship with the brilliant but vulnerable
Kim.  And indeed, Book V starts out promising exactly this: we have Jelka
appearing on Mars only to be ensnared by the supernally evil DeVore. But
this thread is, to my mind, resolved awfully quickly; the damsel in
distress is easily rescued, and never reappears during the rest of the
book. This despite the fact that she presumably has crucial intelligence
for her father and the Tang that DeVore is well and alive on Mars. I had
hoped that Jelka would serve to strengthen Kim, who always seems to get his
legs kicked out from under him when he manages to stand up. It seems to me
that Kim and Jelka together could be a powerful force for good in Chung
Kuo. Perhaps Wingrove will pick up this thread in a later book.

In Book IV, there were also hints that some sort of transformation was
about to occur within Hans Ebert, who flees to Mars after his fall from
power and wealth. Indeed, in Book V, Ebert appears transformed. And that is
precisely the trouble - he simply appears on the stage as a new man.  We
see very little of the internal struggle that caused Ebert's
transformation; instead, we see only the outcome of this transformation -he
now regrets his previous evil deeds, assumes a simple life as a member of a
group of Bedouin-like Martian exiles, and acts in every respect like a
perfect gentleman. Moreover, the part he plays in Book V is rather small;
it's as though the new, "good" Hans Ebert is not nearly as interesting to
Wingrove as the evil one was.

Perhaps this is a doubly unjust criticism, for that very paragon of Evil,
Howard DeVore, is himself only a bit player in Book V. Perhaps he is acting
behind the scenes, and is responsible for some of the apparently natural
disasters that occur during the course of Book V but, that is only
supposition. Certainly, DeVore (or The Devourer, as I like to call him) has
all the makings of an elemental force. Perhaps he has grown too large for
the stage to contain him - if Wingrove were to loose the Devil on his
world, only an appearance by God himself could save it from an all too
abrupt dissolution. Still, it may be that Wingrove is only saving DeVore
for Armageddon due, perhaps, to occur at the end of Book VII.

Some of the most interesting characters inhabiting Chung Kuo do not appear
at all in the fifth book. For example, Lehmann is referred to only in
passing - his underground empire is burgeoning in City Europe, but he
himself never puts in an appearance. Shepherd comes onstage only in one
puzzling scene near the end, where he urges Li Yuan to "embrace the
darkness". This seems to me to be odd advice, since Yuan has already
embraced more than his share of darkness (e.g., the "wiring" scheme) but
then his own sister has come to see that Shepherd is insane in (I think)
book IV.

Title:      BENEATH THE TREE OF HEAVEN
Author:     David Wingrove
Publisher:  New English Library
City:       London
Date:       1993
Comments:   hard bound
Order Info: ISBN 0-450-56415-0
Pages:      409 pp
Keywords:   Science fiction

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com
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Today's Topics:

		  Books - Wolfe (8 msgs) & Brief Reviews

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Mar 94 05:02:32 GMT
From: myong@harp.aix.calpoly.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff and Wolfe

Has anyone read Gene Wolfe's _Castleview_?  According to the cover blurbs,
it's Wolfe's treatment of Arthur and the Round Table.  What's it like?

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 06:21:21 GMT
From: mce@halcyon.com (Brian McElhinney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff and Wolfe

I found it hard to take, and I *really* like Gene Wolfe's writings.

CASTLEVIEW is one of the few Wolfe books that I've never bothered to
re-read, so I hesitate say anything.  However, that said, I would violently
disagree that CASTLEVIEW is Wolfe's treatement of Arthur and the Round
Table.

I would say that CASTLEVIEW is a contemporary novel, about a contemporary
family, involved in an extremely complicated and somewhat mystical plot,
that happens to, somehow, in the end, manage to tie in with the Arthurian
legends.

Or something like that.

Brian McElhinney
mce@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 19:21:07 GMT
From: hyde@cs.dal.ca (Bill Hyde)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff and Wolfe

I don't think there is much one can usefully say about this book.  I liked
it, but that is no guarantee that you will.

It is well written, complexly plotted, wastes no time explaining
things.  But then, just the name "Wolfe" implies all that.

If you're looking for a literalist rendition of the legends, or Arthur
(etc.) coming back and setting things to rights, forget it.  The main
character is a car dealer.

Bill Hyde
Department of Oceanography
Dalhousie University,
Halifax, Nova Scotia
hyde@Ice.ATM.Dal.Ca
hyde@ac.dal.ca

------------------------------

Date: 29 Mar 94 19:32:56 GMT
From: c_chan@hep.uchicago.edu (Chun-Wai Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff and Wolfe

It is very interesting like all of Wolfe's novels, but isn't my favorite.
_Castleview_ is not for the Arthurian uninitiated, as the modern day
characters take on and reenact ancient rituals that predate the Christian
view of the Round Table. Part of the fun is determining which analog the
modern day person is to his or her equivalent in the mythology. Since Wolfe
believes in the intelligence of his audience, nothing is spelled out for
you in bold letters. However, I felt that in the midst of this cleverness,
Wolfe's other great strength, his portrayal of character and motivation,
was short-changed.

With the above caveats, recommended.

C. Chan
Laboratory of Astrophysics and Space Research
Enrico Fermi Institute
The University of Chicago
chan@alfrothul.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Mar 94 09:21:27 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff and Wolfe
myong@harp.aix.calpoly.edu writes:

Mild SPOILERS:

			 Castleview by Gene Wolfe
		       A book review by Gareth Rees
			Copyright 1993 Gareth Rees

   The word goes around, among the critics, that the Gene Knight stands by
the road to "Castleview", challenging all who would pass to single combat.
And here the critics come, one by one, their standards flying, their
warhorses a-glitter with bejewelled armour, their pens (mightier than the
sword) unsheathed.  But they are no match for the Gene Knight, who sends
them packing soon enough with a quick one-two (and through and though).

   So in the absence of a Gawain, amateur reviewers like myself must tread
carefully around these parts, for "Castleview" is a chaos of a book, a
cornucopia over-full with wondrous things, packed beyond its covers with
characters and events and jokes and sly references to other texts that all
demand an explanation but admit of none.  In short, it makes no sense.

   But the Gene Knight is having none of that.  "Of course it makes sense,
it's just that you're not as clever as I am," he says.  Which is true.  So
let's peer over his shoulder and see what we can see.

   The last living descendant of King Arthur lives, all unawares, in the
small mid-western town of Castleview, one hundred miles from Chicago.
Castleview is so called because on a clear night, if the magic is right,
you can see the turrets of a medieval castle.  The castle belongs to the
sorceress Vivian Morgan, who has followed Arthur's heirs to America, and
Morgan is not the only one to have come to Castleview, for fairy folk, the
Sidhe, giants, ghosts, vampires and sasquatch all make an appearance in
this novel.

   Car salesman Will Shields arrives at Castleview with his wife Ann and
daughter Mercedes, and as if this unremarkable family is just what they
have been waiting for, with terrifying and violent swiftness the magical
creatures that throng around the town put their plan (I say 'plan', but
these are fairy folk, and whatever it is that motivates them, what rhyme or
reason their actions may possess, remain hidden to mortals like me) into
effect.  Among them are the sinister Archdeacon Fee, the charming Doctor
von Madadh, Long Jim, who was supposed to have died in a car crash ten
years before and who may or may not be a giant, and Vivian Morgan herself,
still seductive after 1,500 years.  The redoubtable people of Castleview do
their best to fight, but the supernatural forces will not be gainsaid, and
pretty soon the good guys are dead, or hospitalised, or lured to Morgan's
castle for a last great battle.  And at the end someone who may or may not
be an avatar for Galahad dies to save the others.

   The style of the novel is a remarkable tour-de-force (though we have
been led to expect nothing less from Wolfe), for while the circumstances of
"Castleview" might seem perfect for an atmosphere of supernatural horror,
Wolfe goes completely the other way.  Even as the magical forces invade the
lives of the characters, running them out of their homes, king them,
driving them to suicide and kidnapping their children, yet the style and
dialogue are upbeat and playful.  Even when the armies of Good and Evil (or
so we suppose them to be) are drawn up for their last battle, Shields and
von Madadh can't resist exchanging quips.  The book is marvelously witty
and humorous; the direst and strangest things happen as though they were
not at all out of the ordinary; Wolfe cannot spot a reader's assumption or
expectation without failing to fulfill it.

   "Castleview" happens at such an energetic, helter-skelter pace (the
entire novel covers less than 24 hours) that you could read it and never
notice that anything is amiss.  But turn the last page and start to think
about it, and the nagging questions remain.  What exactly is it that Morgan
has been hanging around Castleview for?  What motivates the fairies?  Who
is the enigmatic King Geimhreadh supposed to be (the Fisher King, perhaps)?
What is Odin doing in a book with King Arthur?  And what is it all about?
Someone tell me, please.

Title:     Castleview
Author:    Gene Wolfe
Publisher: NEL
Date:      1992

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 31 Mar 94 18:09:14 GMT
From: tisu@quads.uchicago.edu (Seth Tisue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian stuff and Wolfe

I don't recommend it (although if you're Wolfe fan enough you'll read it
anyway, of course). The last 50 pages or so are mostly incomprehensible if
you're not familiar with things Arthurian (of course, this may not apply to
you, or you may be less lazy than me and willing to go do a little
research).  _Castleview_ has the same structure as _Free Live Free_ in that
the first 90% or so of the book is pretty much a straight non-SF/fantasy
novel, and then in the ending all the fantastic stuff that was motivating
the story all along is revealed all at once. Anyway, I loved _Free Live
Free_ for the characters, but to me the characters in _Castleview_ were
dull; it was like reading a mediocre mainstream novel with all the
Arthurian stuff sort of glommed on. Anyway, it's my least favorite Wolfe
novel.

Seth Tisue
s-tisue@anl.gov
s-tisue@uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 17:02:29 GMT
From: myoung@farad.elee.calpoly.edu (May T. Young)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tor's plans?

I know Tor plans to re-release Wolfe's _Book of the New Sun_ and (I think)
_The Fifth Head of Cerberos_, but what other books of Wolfe are on their
list?  _Urth of the News Sun_?  _Peace_?  If I knew their plans, I might be
able to relax and stop pestering the local used bookstores so much.  :-)

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 01:50:10 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tor's plans?

myoung@farad.elee.calpoly.edu (May T. Young) writes:
>I know Tor plans to re-release Wolfe's _Book of the New Sun_ and (I think)
>_The Fifth Head of Cerberos_, but what other books of Wolfe are on their
>list?  _Urth of the News Sun_?  _Peace_?  If I knew their plans, I might
>be able to relax and stop pestering the local used bookstores so much.
>:-)

THE FIFTH HEAD OF CERBERUS has been re-released, as a trade paperback under
the Orb imprint.  ISBN 0-312-89020-6.

THE BOOK OF THE NEW SUN will appear as two Orb omnibus volumes this fall,
SHADOW AND CLAW and SWORD AND CITADEL.

THE URTH OF THE NEW SUN is in print, as a mass-market paperback.

We recently acquired PEACE and DEVIL IN A FOREST, which we will publish
under the Orb imprint sometime in 1995 or 1996.  Once those are out, the
only major Wolfe not in print in the US will be the old Timescape
collection THE ISLAND OF DOCTOR DEATH AND OTHER STORIES AND OTHER STORIES
and Wolfe's first novel OPERATION ARES.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Apr 94 18:09:55 GMT
From: donh@netcom.com (Don Harlow)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Capsule Comments (moderately long)

I haven't seen many book reviews here in the last few days, so let me give
capsule denunciations of a few that I have read over the past few weeks.
(My theory on reviews is that the bad ones should be mentioned as well as
the good ones, so that people will be warned.)

_Outworld Cats_ by Jack Lovejoy, from DAW. I gave this one to my daughter
without finishing it. Two intelligent cats from outer space, marooned on
earth, assist a young college student-cum-security guard, an esotericist,
an aging former starlet, and the sister of a murdered eco-activist in
foiling the plot of an evil businessman to privatize the space program and
take control of all global communications. At least, I _suppose_ they foil
his plot - I didn't get that far. I have a hunch that this book was
supposed to be comical, but somehow it misses the mark.

_The Logical Magician_ by Robert Weinberg, from Ace. Proof positive that
Gresham's Law applies not only to money but also to urban fantasy novels.
A math student with a strong minor in _Fantastic Stories_ is hired by
Merlin Ambrosius to help defeat the plot of a pre-Christian demigod to take
over the world and remake it in his image (the demigod was evoked and
inadvertently released by an ambitious young computer hacker - sound
vaguely familiar?). The student, left on his own when Merlin and his
beautiful daughter are kidnapped by a gang of demonic bikers, must spend
somewhat more than 3/4 of the book figuring out the fact that magic follows
its own set of laws, and what those laws are - something he would have
known from the start if he had actually _read_ all those old fantasy
stories. There is a heavy-handed addendum to the story on the last page to
prepare us for a sequel. Pardon me while I yawn.

_Sleipnir_ by Linda Evans, from Baen. This is an "if they get in my way /
then I'll blow 'em away" fantasy set in the world of Norse myth. An
American grunt stationed at a nuke base in Germany gets pissed off at Odin
for carrying his best buddy off to Valhalla after a car wreck, and crawls
down a cave in Norway to find himself in Nifelheim, Nifelhel, and
eventually Valhalla, where he gets his chance to carve old Father One-Eye.
The first half of the book has alternate takes of the hero crawling down
the tunnel and remembering his life as a soldier in Germany and if that's
what American soldiers in Germany are like, folks, we are all in trouble.
The second has him wandering around among the nine, or however many there
are, worlds. Ayn Rand fans and others of like ilk will probably love this
one. (By the way, am I being Politically Correct in wishing that the author
would occasionally call Palestinians "Palestinians" and not, invariably,
"ragheads"?) The most sympathetic character in the novel is Fenris Wolf, in
my opinion. The Norns are also acceptable, especially since they quit being
Norns. By the way, this one also implies that there will be a sequel.

(I can't help adding that this is not one of those books that, according to
Dorothy Heydt's formula which I don't remember in detail, you throw away
after five pages because you don't care about the characters. I cared.  I
was really praying for somebody to kill the hero. Unfortunately, it didn't
happen. After all, he (a) is effectively invulnerable, or at least
unbelievably lucky, (b) has a supercharged carving knife with more powers
than red kryptonite, (c) knows where to scratch behind a wolf's ears, and
(d) can more than satisfy the most demanding Valkyrie in the sack. With
respect to (d), let me mention that the author(ess) had him standing at
attention more in Valhalla than he ever did on parade in Germany.)

Just to prove that I don't concentrate on really _bad_ books, let me
mention the following three which are at least readable and at best
readworthy.

_Arthur War Lord_ by Dafydd ap Hugh, from ? (spelling?). A (presumed, not
proven) agent of the Irish Republican Army has her mind transported into
the body of somebody (identity not known) at King Arthur's court, where she
can proceed to change history. A British intelligence agent goes haring off
after her, in the body of Lancelot and, folks, this ain't the Lancelot you
read about in Malory or Tennyson. Neither, for that matter, is Arthur's
court, where people distract themselves by getting high on hash that Art
imports from Arabia. The book is fun, if not exactly the Great Fantasy
Novel of the end of the 20th century; and it promises more than it delivers
(mainly, a second part due out in September).

_Stranger At the Wedding_ by Barbara Hambly, from Del Rey. OK, so in my
book Hambly Can Do No Wrong. This one is set in the same world as Hambly's
Antryg Windrose novels, but without the usual interaction with our world.
Kyra the Red, one of those budding mages at the Citadel of Wizards in the
Empire of Ferryth, finds out through prescience that her younger sister is
going to buy the farm on her wedding night and then she gets an invitation
to the wedding! So she not only has to solve the mystery of why her sister
is going to die, but also use magical means to delay the wedding over and
over again, in a social environment where the non-licit use of magic is
frowned upon to the point of execution. Minor quibbles: Hambly once again
shows her predilection for May-December relationships (but demonstrates a
perhaps justified dislike for February-September releationships); and those
who read _The Silicon Mage_ will probably figure out who the villain is
fairly early on. A good read, nonetheless.

_Glory_ by Alfred Coppel, from Tor (?). _Gloria Coelis_, one of the last of
the interstellar sailing ships (propelled by photon and tachyon winds),
comes to the planet Voerster with a cargo of terrestrial biomaterials
ordered a hundred or so years earlier. The planet, which has three major
ethnic groups - whites of Afrikaner descent, kaffirs, and the genetically-
engineered inhabitants of the Planetia highlands - is rapidly approaching a
political flashpoint, and the _Gloria_ arrives just in time for the
revolution. The story is fascinating, but a bit slow in spots - Coppel not
only goes into some detail about the historical background of Voerster and
the personal problems of the crew of _Gloria_ (never too obtrusively,
however), but he also tends to emphasize by repetition. Still, a very
readable book, and, according to the back cover, only the first in a
series. (By the way, for you younger folks, Coppel is _not_ a newcomer to
SF - he was a minor author back in the fifties and sixties, if memory
serves me.)

There's also a recent good hard SF novel by Charles Pellegrino, but the
name eludes me - I lent the book to my daughter (like the others above) and
don't have it at hand. Maybe I'll talk about it later, if nobody else does.
The book is based on the supposition that we live in a jungle and perhaps
we do; but western writers since Darwin have a rather odd idea of what a
jungle is really like, so ...

(Actually, I _gave_ the first three to my daughter. I'm nothing if not
generous.)

All the books above are paperbacks. I also read Dave Duncan's _The Living
God_ in hardback (from Del Rey), and I hope that somebody will give it the
fairly long review that it deserves.

Don Harlow
donh@netcom.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 8 Apr 94 17:31:21 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ICFA

   At the beginning of 1982 I moved in with Bernadette Bosky.  A couple of
months later we both attended the International Conference on the Fantastic
in the Arts (ICFA) for the first time.  We have continued with both.  I
have also continued to write and publish my own subjective and opinionated
version of the goings-on.
   The ICFA is an academic conference on science fiction, fantasy, and
horror which is also attended by professional fiction writers and editors
in the field.  Most of the material presented there is safely between the
extremes of gosh-wow fannishness and impenetrable academic seriousness.
   I am tempted to say that the whole Conference was an anticlimax, because
the first paper in the first session (not only the first temporally, but
the first one listed) was the best thing there.
   This is a biased opinion, as the paper was Bernadette's, and in my more
lucid moments, I don't believe there really is such a thing as The Best
Paper In The Conference.  I will, however, say that it is an extremely good
paper.  It is called "Haunting and Healing: Memory and Guilt in the Fiction
of Peter Straub."
   Straub is a fascinating writer.  After a couple of efforts at mainstream
fiction, he wrote the supernatural horror novels which made his reputation.
His latest work is the Blue Rose series, a trilogy with ancillary works of
shorter fiction, which combines horror and mystery elements.
   The paper traces how Straub has used the image of "a sexual crime in the
past" (which he got from his studies of Faulkner) as a major element in his
fiction, in a way that dovetails with the specific requirements of the
horror and mystery genres.  Like Bernadette's study of fat and size imagery
in Stephen King's fiction (published in *The Dark Descent*, a collection of
essays on King edited by Tony Magistrale and published by Greenwood Press),
this paper combines insightful literary analysis with a look at one of
today's important social issues, without slipping into polemic.
   At the same session, Rhonda Lee Brock discussed the image of an inhuman
race existing alongside ours in Dean Koontz's *Twilight Eyes* and Whitley
Strieber's *The Hunger*, and Janeen Webb talked about Romanticism in Tim
Powers and Dan Simmons.

   We awoke bright and early the next morning.  We had to.  Well, actually
I just had to be early, but Bernadette had to be bright as well, as she was
chairing a paper session that began at 8:30 AM.
   The session, one which she thought up and solicited the papers for, was
on "Renaissance Thought in Contemporary Fantastic Fiction."  Two papers
were presented.  Lisa Padol gave us a thought-provoking look at a new
telling of the King Arthur legend, Phyllis Ann Karr's *Idylls of the
Queen*, which gave voice to hitherto silent figures in the saga, mostly
women, but also the narrator, Sir Kay.  Don Riggs compared Nostradamus with
one of his fictional analogs, the prophet Neeses in Tad Williams's trilogy
*Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn*. I remain convinced that Neeses did a lot
better, perhaps through closer collaboration with his Author.

   The second morning session I attended was on Postmodern Speculative
Fiction.  The one paper in it I found most interesting was Alison Calder's
on Mark Leyner.  One of Bernadette's sisters (the one who gave us the Magic
Cock Ring Ken doll) also gave me a copy of Leyner's *Et Tu, Babe*.  I
bogged down somewhere near the middle, deciding that what Leyner wrote was
mediocre *National Lampoon*-style humor, interspersed with comments on
itself.  Calder's paper emphasized the postmodern and metafictional aspects
of this work.  Conceptually interesting, but it is as if Leyner were
simultaneously Jerry Lewis and the French critics who adulate Lewis, and
that is not enough to make me want to read him.

   The luncheon featured a Guest of Honor Address (presumably more
impressive than the mere Guest of Honor speeches conventions have).  Roger
Zelazny, a cadaverous-looking man with voice to match, amused and informed
us about his literary collaborations, from an involuntary one (someone who
won a writing prize by submitting as his own a Zelazny story) to a
posthumous one (finishing an incomplete and unoutlined novel left by Alfred
Bester).  The novel sounds fascinating; I'm looking forward to its
publication.

   I cannot tell you about the afternoon sessions, as Bernadette suffered
an attack of conjunctivitis.  We've had a winter of bad weather and worse
health, and I guess this was our lesson that fleeing the former would not
protect us from the latter.  The Fort Lauderdale Hilton, site of the
convention for several years, has always been quite helpful, and this was
no exception.  They sent us to a nearby doc-in-the-box, and Bernadette is
now OK.

   Friday morning, we were up early again, as the Stephen King session was
scheduled for 8:30 AM.  All the papers were good.  Edwin Casebeer talked
about King's recent linked pair of novels, *Gerald's Game* and *Dolores
Claiborne*, as a feminist breakthrough for a writer who had previously been
admittedly weak in the treatment of female characters.  David O. Oakes
brought out the Lovecraftian elements in King's "The Mist."  Faye Ringel
called our attention to some promising new New England writers of horror:
Joseph Citro, Rick Hautala, and (a familiar name to sf fanzine fans) Don
D'Ammassa.  One irony she pointed out is that these new denizens of
Lovecraft's territory represent one of HPL's own greatest fears: non-Anglo
rabble from Southern and Eastern Europe.

   The horror continued in the next session.  There is a forthcoming book
of studies of contemporary American horror writers, to be called
*Understanding Contemporary American Gothicism*.  Bernadette is doing the
chapter on Straub, but I can now see that there we will be lots of other
good stuff in the book, as the panel previewed three other chapters:
Michael Morrison on the recent horror scene in general, Lynda and Robert
Haas on Anne Rice, and Tony Magistrale on the unsupernatural, but very
horrifying, writer Thomas Harris.

   The luncheon speaker, James Flannery, has staged Yeats's plays in
Dublin.  These works are not merely fantastic, but phantasmagorical,
putting gods and miracles in front of us, so staging them presents
problems.  Flannery discussed the plays, then showed slides of his
productions, indicating that he had done remarkably well at meeting these
challenges.

   The afternoon was devoted to a subject of great interest to me:
hypertext.  I've been hearing about hypertext for years, and it always
seems to be around the corner, real soon now, etc..  I think it would be
great.  For instance, it's the one civilized way to handle footnotes.  You
don't want them on the same page interrupting the flow of the text.  (Well,
maybe you do, but publishers don't, unless the book is clearly marked as an
academic one.)  You don't want them all at the end, so that the reader has
to keep looking back and forth.  (Hypertext means never having to keep your
finger in the book.)  With hypertext, the main text could be simple and
direct, with the reader touching the screen or pressing a key for further
explanation of any term.

   I'd love to have hypertext to write this, so people would have as much
explanation as they needed.  The fanzine readers could look up the literary
stuff that the IAFA mailing list would take for granted.  The IAFA could
look up other references.  (His sister-un-law gave him *WHAT* kind of
doll?)
   But something happened to hypertext.  For one thing, it became
hypermedia, then multimedia, in a process like the camel getting his nose
in the tent.  First we heard how nice it would be if hypertext could
include a few pictures, and then they added a bit more, and now it has
become multimedia CD-ROMs which merely give the user a choice of what
pictures to see and what sounds to listen to.  (Someone pointed out that
leading interface guru Brenda Laurel's popular image of Computers as
Theater is turning out in practice to be Computers as Television.)
   The first session offered a demonstration of two hypertext programs, and
I was cheered to see that the first was so monomedia that it didn't even
use a MacVermin.  Judith Kerman's Colloquy is a poetry-writing and -reading
program that works entirely with text files.  The writer creates a first
line, then writes a line to go with each word in that line, then a word for
each word in each new line, etc..  (Of course, it is a good idea to
eventually repeat oneself; apparently, 50-100 words works best.)  The
reader chooses a word at a time, co-creating a new poem.  The program isn't
quite ready, but Kerman was kind enough to give me a beta test version,
which I have been playing with.  I like it.  (For information, write Judith
Kerman, Saginaw Valley State University, 2250 Pierce Road, University
Center, MI 48710.)
   The other hypertext program we saw was much more sophisticated,
postmodern, and multimedia.  (My notes do not disgorge author or title.)
It had all sorts of amusing things in it, but it also was deliberately set
so that ordinary ways of getting out of the program did not work.  Someone
pointed out that for all the rhetoric of hypertext as a new medium that
does not privilege the writer, this particular piece took away two of the
traditional readerly recourses - skipping ahead and closing the book.  My
guess is that a commercially successful version of this program might seem
to work like this one, but would also have to provide an escape, though
perhaps not by the usual computer commands - an electronic safeword.

   The paper session was fascinating.  Whatever I may have sounded like a
few paragraphs ago, I am not entirely an old linear-literate fart who
despises all other media, and I thoroughly enjoyed Bud Foote's multimedia
discussion of the hypertextuality of Kim Stanley Robinson, which included
bits of the traditional jazz songs Robinson mentioned in his story "Coming
Back to Dixieland."  I've described my own sensibility as retro,
cyberdoowop rather than cyberpunk, but this was a step further back:
cyberdixieland.  Foote also discussed the way the three novels of
Robinson's Orange County Trilogy hypertextually refer to each other while
apparently discussing mutually exclusive possibilities.
   The next paper dealt with the similarities between hypertext and
postmodernist critical theories.  This is a popular idea now, and I wonder
if it isn't being taken a bit too far.  Science fiction has always had an
experimental and neophilic approach to technology, but when "New Wave"
writers took a similar approach to storytelling, a lot of sf fans felt it
was not the same thing at all.  One wonders whether the purchasers of
hypertext programs that are sophisticated as software will be persuaded
that a literary approach just as experimental in its own way is what they
really want.
   The third paper, by Len Hatfield, informed us about implementations of
e-mail, hypertext, etc. in the classroom, as well as some of the literary
resources that are now electronically available.  I thought it was an
excellent paper, and I'm not saying that just because he runs the IAFA
mailing list and can presumably reduce this report to random symbols before
anyone on the list sees it.

   Saturday morning, we once again had to get up early, as Bernadette had
been added to a panel discussion on New Directions in Horror.  This was my
major schedule conflict this year, as it was opposite a discussion of a
topic that fascinates me: Star Trek fan fiction, including the kind where
Kirk and Spock are lovers.  At the risk of sounding postmodern, I find
myself interested in alternatives to the traditional one-author approach.
For instance, I am less offended than most by the current spate of books
which are outlined by a well-known author and then actually written by a
newer writer.  This is generally treated as some brand new idea, but it is
in fact how paintings were done in the Renaissance.  Similarly, I like the
idea of a number of people treating a tv series as if it were folk material
and writing their own stories in that milieu.  (Though, as with many
nonstandard sexual practices, I find it more interesting as an idea than
actually to do, or even to watch.)
   But I went to the Horror panel, and I'm glad I did.  Michael Collins
talked about the blurring of the lines between horror and "mainstream"
fiction; Rob Latham discussed the interface between horror and sf, with
writers like K. W. Jeter; Jack Skrip talked about horror in graphic novels
and comics; and Bernadette gave paired lists of nine trends and nine
nontrends (e.g., there is much more horror being written by women, but
little or no politically feminist horror).  It was a fascinating and
thought-provoking discussion, whose only problem was that there was a good
deal more than an hour and a half worth of material in it.

   From there to the Alternate Histories session (actually the second one;
in this universe I didn't go to the first one).  Olena Saciuk discussed the
alternate universe in which Robert Silverberg set his brilliant and subtle
novella, "Lion Time in Timbuctoo."  Robert F. Geary described the ironies
of Ward Moore's *Bring the Jubilee, And Dena Bain Taylor made Tim Powers's
*Last Call* sound so good that I'm going to read it very soon.

   The last session I attended was a panel on Gender Roles in Science
Fiction, and there I heard something I found fascinating: Joe Haldeman
said, "I have written stories where the main character is homosexual, but
no one knows it."  He went on to explain that, like Hemingway, he will
often write a scene about one of his characters that is not included in the
published story, but gives the author an insight into the character that is
reflected in unobvious ways in the actual story.

   As usual, the Conference was a delight.  There are always things that
don't fit into the report format, like the help we got from native (or at
least resident) guide John Fast, for which we are most grateful.  Or my
favorite line from the weekend, from Jennifer Stevenson: "You can
marginalize anyone if you put your mind to it."  That in turn reminds of
the enjoyable dinner conversations we had with those two; with others
who've appeared in this report (such as Lisa Padol, Faye Ringel, and Rhonda
Brock); and with old friends I haven't mentioned, but definitely enjoyed
seeing, like Joe Sanders, Judy Kollman, and Peter Malekin.  We'll be back
next year.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 05:30:01 GMT
From: kliang@delphi.com (Kuo-yu Liang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ICFA

Charles N.Brown from _LOCUS_ has always told me to attend the ICFA because
he said Publishers like us spend too much time with retailers and not
paying enough attention to the acadamic side of sf.  So off I went and I
must agree with Arthur calling it a delightful experience.
 
Without going into details 3 events stood out:
 
1. A panel I sat on <future in publishing> with Tom Doherty, Charles
N.Brown, Michael Collins, Richard Gilliam, Ben Bova, Chatherine Cramer and
David Hartwell - we discussed somewhat about Hypertext but most of the
discussion centered around people defending traditional "books" against new
electronic medias.  Let's just say there's definitely a generational gap.
 
2. The gender role panel Arthur described was fascinating in that it raised
several questions about how the gender of the writer affect the
"opposite-sex" characters in the books.  Afterwards I had a continuing
discussion with Jean Larsen on how the gender of the reader probably has
similiar effects.
 
3. On Friday night about 20 of us went out to a restaurant called The
Rustic Inn Crabhouse.  Huge buckets of garlic-flavored crabs with your
personal "hammer" while discussing matters of no importance what so ever
with many of my favorite writers (Joe Haldeman, Bruce Franklin, Brian
Aldiss...) is an experience I won't forget.
 
Kuo-Yu Liang
Sales Manager
Del Rey
kliang@randomhouse.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 17 Apr 94 23:41:00 GMT
From: avery.davis@ftl.mese.com (Avery Davis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ATLANTA DROPS 1998 BID

BULLETIN - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 17, 1994

Atlanta drops 1998 WorldCon bid.

Due to the fact that, because of previous committments, our flagship hotel,
the Marriott Marquis, is not available Labor Day weekend in 1998, and after
much consideration and exploration of alternatives, WorldCon Atlanta, Inc.,
(WAI) and Atlanta Real Soon Now (ARSN) have decided to drop our bid for a
WorldCon in 1998.

Pre-supporters of Atlanta in '98 who desire a refund of their membership
fees: please send your refund request with a self-addressed, stamped
envelope to WAI, postmarked no later than Aug. 1, 1994.  Otherwise,
pre-supporting memberships will be carried over to the next WorldCon bid
sponsored by WAI or ARSN.

Limited numbers of 1998 bid T-shirts are still available for $5.00 plus
$2.00 S&H each. Please contact WAI at the address below.

Thank you for your support and good luck to all remaining 1998 WorldCon
bidders.

Signed/ 
for WAI Board of Directors: Penny Frierson, Chair; Marsha McCoy, Secy.; 
P. Alex Lucyshyn, Treas.
for ARSN:  Bill Ritch, Figurehead.

WorldCon Atlanta, Inc.
PO Box 724724
Atlanta, GA  31139-1724

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 12:41:09 GMT
From: jarnis@mits.mdata.fi (Jarno Kokko)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: I-CON?

Well, I've heard few things that happened in this con, but no good con
report. I know you I-CON-visitors can't tell us spoilers about Signs and
Portents, but that doesn't stop you from writing a (long) con report...

So anyone who went to there, share your experiences with us who couldn't go
there..

Jarno Kokko
jarnis@mits.mdata.fi
jarnis@cute.cute.fi 

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 14:00:17 GMT
From: mhollowa@epo.som.sunysb.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: I-CON, the Harlan Ellison show

I-CON XIII took place last weekend across the street from me here at SUNY
Stony Brook on Long Island.  I missed seeing George Takei, but I imagine he
must have been talking about his new movie.  Ellison provided most of the
entertainment that wasn't on film.  Worth every penny that they may be
paying him - eventually.

What's struck me most was that this was an interesting opportunity to
compare and contrast Babylon 5 and ST by watching some of the people
responsible for the shows' production talking about their respective shows
and gauging the reaction of the fans.  I must tell you that I like Star
Trek.  I even liked ST:V.  I've come away from this convention though with
a feeling of apprehension for the continued health of Star Trek and a great
respect for the efforts being made in the making of Babylon 5.

True, the comparison is a little unfair.  This 2-bit convention did not
invest heavily in bringing Paramount people here, but did pay Harlan
Ellison whatever exorbitant amount he's commanding now-a-days.  That stacks
the deck right there.  In the lecture hall across the street the large room
had on stage Michael O'Hare, J.  Michael Straczynski and Harlan Ellison.
They talked about the things that influenced the creation of Babylon 5
("The Prisoner" for one), how they wanted to make it an episodic series
that nonetheless had an underlying story with a beginning, a middle, and an
end (similar to some British series), and how they wanted to "get it
right".  Straczynski spoke of the fans of TV sf routinely complaining about
TV's inability to "get it right".  He spoke of how the producers of the "V"
series purposely ruined it through their low regard for sf and sf fans.
The "V" series stated philosophy was that as long as it had space ships,
ray guns and actors in rubber suits and face prosthetics the sf fans would
watch it.

Immediately after that, across the hall, there were two ST events that I
tried to bounce between.  In one was Lolita Fatjo, script coordinator for
TNG and DS9, and the only person on the Paramount payroll in attendance
(that I know of).  She showed some slides and repeated all the things about
the end of TNG, the movie, and Voyager that everyone on the net has already
heard.  Obviously the standard official "leaks".  The only thing I hadn't
heard of previously was that the Voyager bible is written but the pilot is
not.  The ship is not designed yet.  Still time to get them to stop the
business with the hologram folks!  She stated that part of her job in being
here was to gauge and report fan reaction.  The disturbing part though, was
what she wanted us to react to.  She showed slides of various actors and
wanted us to react to them.  Ironically, I thought, next door was a panel
discussion, including Peter David, where the fans were discussing the
things that concerned THEM - not how sexy they thought the actors were.
Fatjo's response to two questions has a lot to say about where they're
going with Voyager.  In effect, she indicated that Voyager was going to be
just like TNG with certain elements of "Lost in Space".  This does not bode
well.

My general impression of how the ST producers are gauging things was that
they were going directly for the superficial.  The Babylon 5 people across
the hall, on the other hand, were talking about how "Dr. Zhivago"
influenced their character development.

Ellison found some way of working in some controversy about Gene
Roddenberry's biography.  He stated that Majel Barret and some ST fans were
orchestrating a smear compaign against the book's author because it
contained some uncomplimentary things about Roddenberry.  Ellison reported
that the author, Joel Engel, tried to back out of the project while he was
researching it, but when he couldn't, went ahead and did a professional
journalistic job.  Ellison didn't say what had people so upset but he did
emphasize that the author is a professional "with no ax to grind", that
Barret had bought another biographer to write what she wanted, and that
Barret could go ahead and sue him if she wanted to (read: I want the
publicity.)  Does anyone know what the heck this is all about?  What is it
that Ellison was describing as "horrible"?  Was he a serial murderer or
something?

Both Fatjo and the Babylon 5 crowd commented on reaction and feedback they
get by seeing posts on the net.  What they mean by "the net" though clearly
isn't Internet.  Apparently some of them subscribe to things like Genie (of
all things) and they think it's the hottest thing going.  Not Ellison,
apparently.  He has this exaggerated technophobe act he has to follow.
Being on the "information highway" might ruin his well cultivated
reputation.

Mike Holloway
mhollowa@epo.som.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 01:02:39 GMT
From: mab@panix.com (Michael A. Burstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: I-Con Report

   OK, I know a lot of you out there were interested in hearing about my
I-Con experience. Let me state right off the bat that this article isn't
just going to be about Babylon 5, but will include some other non-B5 stuff.
You have been warned.
   First of all, let me state for the record that I originally had
absolutely no plans to go to I-Con.  The sole reason I did was to meet J.
Michael Straczynski and Michael O'Hare.
   I am extremely glad that I did.
   Joe and Michael are both wonderful, nice, humorous, down-to-earth, real
human beings.  In Yiddish, they are mensches; the salt of the earth.
Because of the two of them, I had an incredibly good weekend.  (Joe, if
you're reading this, please let Michael know.  And by the way, I promised
to send him a bunch of song lyrics, and he told me to send it care of
Warner Publicity, not care of your Ventura Blvd. address.  Can I send it
care of you, and if not, do you know the Warner Publicity address?)
   I arrived at I-Con 13 on Friday and after registering went to the meet
the pros party.  I ran into a friend, Darci, whom I haven't seen in person
in about 7-8 years, and spent a while talking to her when the guy I came to
the con with pointed out a fellow in a B5 jacket - a beautiful jacket, by
the way, which I'm sure we all want.  It was JMS, and I went up to meet
him.
   I introduced myself, and Joe remembered me from the Internet.
(Naturally, I called him Mr. Straczynski, out of politeness, but in this
article I'll stick with Joe or JMS for brevity.) He was charming, friendly,
and personable.  I was a little tounge-tied meeting him, and I told him so,
and he put me at ease by telling me that he's a fan of the genre too, and
he knew exactly how I was feeling, as he had felt the same way when he met
Ray Bradbury.  He was gracious enough to autograph my copy of his book
_Tales from the New Twilight Zone_ while at the party, which made my life
easier as it was one less thing I had to carry around with me all weekend.
   On my way out of the party, I spotted Michael O'Hare and stopped to meet
him.  He was also extremely gracious; he was talking with another fan, but
acknowledged my presence with a nod so I knew he ws willing to talk. I
complimented O'Hare on his acting and portrayal of Sinclair, and we joked
about the preponderance of the name "Michael" in B5.  (He actually started
by complimenting me on my name.)
   That was it for me on Friday.
   Saturday 10 AM: Panel on the writing of Harlan Ellison, with Ellison,
Joe, and a few others.  Near the end of the panel, I asked Ellison when his
new work would be out (pushing him to complete a B5 script), and after
listing all his new books he asked me if I got my copy of "Mind Fields"
yet.  When I admitted I had not, he exclaimed, "You dumb asshole!" which I
must admit had me delighted because of Ellison's reputation for being
acerbic.  BTW, in private later, he assured me that he meant no rancor by
the comment.
   12 noon.  Joe's presentation on B5.  He started with a hilarious blooper
or goodie reel, gave an inspiring talk on looking to the future, and showed
"Signs and Portents."  Afterwards, he asked those of us on the net not to
spoil it for others, so I shall not reveal anything about the plot.  I did
think it was a well-done episode, although a bit disjointed.  There was
quite a lot going on, and it moved from scene to scene very quickly trying
to cover about three of four different plots.
   Joe also answered a few questions about B5, but nothing terribly
revealing; in fact, if you're on the net, you probably know most of it
anyway.  BTW, the audience applauded him for his accessiblity to us.
   I did some other stuff, then went to get an autograph from Michael
O'Hare, who once again was very friendly and open.  I also saw him talking
with little children; he has a wonderful manner with them.  I bet he's a
great father.
   Sunday 10:30-11:30. Q & A on writing for television with Joe.  Joe had
only gotten a little sleep the night before, and warned us of that fact
before we began. Still, he was funny and informative, and I took detailed
notes.  If anyone wants to know the full details of the session I'll be
glad to share them.  The main point I want to make is that Joe was very
clear on the concept of passion.  If you're going to write something good,
you must be passionate about it.
   12:30-1:30 Panel: "Babylon 5: TV's Last Great Hope?" with JMS, O'Hare,
Ellison, Asherman, and Starr.  The answer to the question was yes, and then
they joked about B5 for an hour.  One funny moment was when O'Hare gave a
very serious talk about acting and following a character through a story to
see him change - and convinced me to go read Dr. Zhivago - while Ellison
searched for water since first the pitcher was empty and then there were no
cups.
   2:30-3:30. Michael O'Hare presentation. This was in the largest
"auditorium," and there was a small crowd.  He began by talking about his
childhood and how he often felt out of place and spent a lot of time by
himself reading or watching TV, and how he can identify with a lot of sf
fans for that reason.  He talked about his experiences on the football
field and acting on Broadway, and then took questions from the audience.
   Now here's the part that makes me so glad I came to I-Con.  Someone
asked him a question about what he did before Broadway, and he mentioned
that he went to Harvard. So I asked him what House he lived in and told him
that I had gone there too.  (Remember that O'Hare and I had talked a bit
during the course of the con.)  As soon as he heard that, he invited me on
stage with him, put an arm around me, pulled me to the microphone, and
started us singing "Ten Thousand Men of Harvard," one of the fight songs.
He didn't actually know all the words, so he let me carry the song for most
of it.  I told him that I knew the lyrics because I had been in the Harvard
Band, and he kept me on stage while praising the Band to the audience.  I
thanked him for inviting me on stage and he encouraged the audience into
giving me a round of applause.  It was a very thrilling moment.
   I really felt like I got to know O'Hare as a person, and not just as the
actor who plays Sinclair.  Near the end, someone asked him if he ever has
days where he just feels like giving up acting, and he said of course,
since it is a job and everyone has bad moments at their job, even he.  It
felt good to hear him say that, considering how little I'm enjoying my own
job at the moment.
   At the end, I walked with him to his next autographing session, and told
him I'd send him the lyrics to the Harvard fight songs.
   Anyway, that was most of my I-con experience.  If you want to know more,
you know where to find me.

Michael A. Burstein
New York City
mab@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 01:47:51 GMT
From: allbell@delphi.com (al bell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: I-CON, the Harlan Ellison show

1) The Engel bio of Roddenberry gives short but interesting glimpses at
Roddenberry's miserable childhood, his military service in WWII and a crash
he survived while working for Pan Am.
 
It shows he was the son of what was probably an alcoholic father and
eventually ended up with severe substance abuse problems that aggravated
underlying medical problems. Possibly because of the substance abuse, he
had a tendency toward being an obnoxious control freak early on and
eventually became a literarily incoherent obnoxious control freak in the
1970s, at the time when being coherent might have helped him keep ST:The
Motion Picture from spinning into dramatic nullspace.
 
In other words, the book shows that Roddenberry was human.
 
I'm mainly a TOS fan/B5 fan with some respect for TNG and DS9. But I did
noice that, as little influence as Roddenberry had on TNG after the first
couple of years, it really started to slide down hill after he died. It
seemed like the most creative thing the writers could think of after he
died was to have characters manhandle Troi.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 15:58:22 GMT
From: Irene.Purdy@rutgers.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Warning!! Tourism Winnipeg (ConAdian)

IF YOU SEND YOUR HOTEL FORM IN MARCH AND HAVEN'T HEARD 
FROM YOUR HOTEL AT CONADIAN BY NOW, BEWARE!!!

After faxing my hotel reservation form in mid-March, I didn't receive any
confirmation, so two days ago I phoned Tourism Winnipeg.  (Patience is
usually a virtue.  Not in this case).  It turns out, my arrival or
departure dates were not readable, so they DID NOT reserve a hotel space.
Thank you soooooo much.  I mean, the con runs from Aug 31 to Sept 5.
There's no mystery when you're going to be there, and you have to confirm
with your hotel anyway.  When I asked why they had not phoned me about this
problem (since I gave my phone # on the form), the lady said that she had
sent *letters* (oh how thoughtful) to over 20 people, informing them of
problems on their forms, and if she phoned all of them, that would cost a
lot of money!

THESE PEOPLE DO NOT CARE IF YOU SPENT TIME AND MONEY FAXING THEM FOR A
CHEAPER/ CLOSER HOTEL, so you may wish to phone them at (204) 943-1970 (ask
for "Ilda") to find out if your hotel-booking has been made.  You might be
one of the score or so people who are waiting to receive a letter that
won't help you much by the time it arrives, if it arrives- I still haven't
received it.  Of course, at this late date, Carlton, Charter House, and
Place Louis ARE FULL So if you want to be nearby, you're stuck with the
$$HOliday Inn Crowne Plaza$$ if you can af- ford it.  No point in asking
Ilda to help you out.  It's not her money, it's not her problem.

If you haven't sent in your hotel reservation form by now, there's probably
no need to phone.  The best hotels are full, and there is still space in
the expen$ive or more distant lodging.

Irene Purdy

------------------------------
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Date: 18 Apr 94 17:25:27 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: query about small town conventions

   This coming fall Icon, in Iowa City, Iowa will hit convention number 19.
It has been held in Iowa City all but three or four years, and in Cedar
Rapids, 30 miles north, every other year.
   Can anyone tell me of another SF convention which has lasted this long,
which has only 100,000 people within 20 miles (32 km) of it's main site,
and only 250,000 people within 45 miles (72 km) of any site it has used?

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 16:00:59 GMT
From: YBMCU@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: LA SMOFcon, Dec 1994

The arrangements for the next SMOFcon, in Los Angeles, have been completed.

As requested by the membership at the last SMOFcon, the dates have been
changed from the ones previosly announced, and are now *Dec 2-4*, the
weekend after Loscon.

The hotel is the Burbank Hilton (same as Loscon), with rooms at $72/night.
The rates are good for 3 days before/after the con (and since the Loscon
rates are the same, they cover the entire week between them).  You can call
the hotel at 800-643-7400, and say you are with SMOFcon.

Pre-registration is $30, payable to SCIFI.  At-door rates haven't been set
yet.

The SCIFI address is PO Box 8442,  Van Nuys, CA 91409

Ben Yalow
YBMCU@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 13:30:06 GMT
From: ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk ("David Langford")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: British local sf groups list

LOCAL SF GROUPS LISTING

This was compiled from responses to requests made via CIX, Usenet and The
Adelphi Coracle (Sou'Wester convention newsletter), and is surely
incomplete ... but it's a start.

ABERDEEN AREA SCIENCE FICTION GROUP meets on a Friday night around the
middle of each month, upstairs in the Blue Lamp pub on Gallowgate,
Aberdeen. Posters in local shops, libraries, the University etc advertise
each meeting in advance. Monthly meetings alternate between a Team Quiz
event and Something Else (talks, soapboxes, guest authors etc etc).
Entrance/membership free to all except under 18s (the room has a bar).
Contact: Pete Binfield, 30 South Mount Street, Aberdeen, AB2 4TB, or
p.binfield@uk.ac.aberdeen. (PB)

BIRMINGHAM SF GROUP ... meets 7:45pm on the third Friday each month (unless
otherwise notified) in the upstairs function room of the Australian Bar,
corner of Hurst St and Bromsgrove St in Birmingham city centre. 10 annual
sub. For details and a sample newsletter (published monthly: news, reviews
and events listings as well as BSFG info) contact Bernie Evans, 121 Cape
Hill, Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands, B66 4SH (021 558 0997). (Martin
Tudor, BRUM GROUP NEWS)

BRISTOL STARFLEET REGISTRY (BSFR). International Star Trek fan club
(membership currently 800+ worldwide). Local meetings 2nd and 4th Tuesday
evenings each month: 8pm 'til late at Assize Courts Public House, Small
Street, Bristol. Contact: Dave Uppington, 69 Springleaze, Knowle, Bristol,
BS4 2TY (Rod Summers)

DARTFORD/NW KENT SF SOCIETY (Phoenicians). Meets second Thursday each month
from about 8:30pm in the Phoenix, Lower Hythe St, near Dartford Station.
Contact: Jonathan `Pain in the Bum' Cowie, 5 Charlieville Rd, Erith, Kent,
DA8 1HJ.

EXETER UNIVERSITY SCIENCE FICTION SOCIETY. Meets in the Ewe Bar, Cornwall
House, University of Exeter (we moved!), 8:00pm to 11:00pm. Address: Exeter
University Science Fiction Society, Society Mail Racks, Devonshire House,
Stocker Road, Exeter, Devon. Phone: N/A. Email: cs93dlh@dcs.exeter.ac.uk.
(Dan Hastings)

GLASGOW SF GROUP. `The Friends of Kilgore Trout' meets every Thursday in
the Ailsa Bar (Central Hotel) from 9pm onwards, for drinks, chit-chat, and
other trivia (contact 041-558-2362).

KEIGHLEY. Seaquest DSV International Fellowship and League of Amity. Meets
alternate Wednesdays 4pm at Ye Olde Yorkshire Teashoppe for peace, love,
dominoes and potted shrimps. Rituals optional. Contact Acting Imperial
Scribe and Hypnotherapist, D West, 17 Carlisle St. (Why are we so dubious
about this one?)

LANCASTER. Science Fiction Idea Kreation Group (SFIK) meets monthly on a
Sunday.  Contact Ken & Jo (0524) 64201 for info.

LEEDS UNIVERSITY SF SOCIETY. (All fans welcome too.) Every
University-Term-time Wednesday. 9:00pm onwards, The Packhorse, Woodhouse
Lane (opposite Engineering Building) Leeds.  (aaa@scs.leeds.ac.uk)

LEICESTER SF GROUP. Meets first Friday of the month at the `Rainbow & Dove'
at 7:30pm. Details from Dave Holmes at `Magic Labyrinth', 34-36 Rutland St,
Leicester, LE1 1RD. 0533 518178.

LONDON CIRCLE. First Thursday each month in The Wellington, directly
opposite the Old Vic street exit from Waterloo Station.  This is the
descendant of the original London Circle (formerly at the White Horse,
Globe, One Tun and~briefly and horribly~ Hamilton Hall). Fan presence to be
expected from 5-5:30pm. Always crowded. An additional Xmas meeting happens
on the Thursday before Xmas Eve.

LONDON~`CITY ILLITERATES'. The erstwhile City Lit SF Class is still meeting
every Friday in the Royal Oak, 2 Regency Street, Pimlico. (Tim Illingworth)

LONDON FILK MEETING~`WIGGLE'. Location subject to change, currently the
Melton Mowbray on Holborn (directly opposite the main entrance of Schloss
Pru, very near Chancery Lane tube).  Usually the last Friday of the month,
but changes in December and if it clashes with a major con. Social meeting,
not singing.  Usually a few people there from very early (after work).
Check before travelling. Contact address Rafe Culpin, 12 Tower, Hamlets
Road, Walthamstow, London E17 4RH. 081-521 3784.
(rafe@cix.compulink.co.uk) This meeting will be a week early in May and
June 1994 to avoid clashes with Mexicon and Wincon.

LONDON INTERSECTION MEETING. Informal public discussion of the 1995
Worldcon. Intimidate your very own committee member! Third Friday each
month in The Wellington, site of the main London meetings.

MANCHESTER. FONT: second and fourth Thursdays at the Crown and Anchor,
Hilton Street, city centre. Contact Elaine or Mark on 061-430 4333.

NORTH CHESHIRE GROUP (amalgamating the Chester & Warrington groups; also
known as the Warrington group) meets at about 8:30 pm on the first and
third Thursdays of the month. The current meeting place is the Spread Eagle
in Lymm, but as it does change from time to time you should check first:
Mike & Alison Scott, 0244 342396; 2 Craithie Road, Vicars Cross, Chester,
CH3 4JL; Mike@moose.demon.co.uk. (Mike Scott)

READING SF GROUP: every Monday evening (except bank holidays) in the ICL
Club directly opposite the Heathrow Railair Link bus stop outside Reading
General station. 9pm onward. No formal organization or contact address; try
Dave Langford, 94 London Rd, Reading, Berks, RG1 5AU, e-mail
ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk.  (DRL)

PRESTON SF GROUP. Meets 8:30 every second Tuesday upstairs in the Church
Street Tavern.  Guests about monthly.

ST.ALBANS SF SOCIETY (Polaris) meet first Tuesday of the month in The
Plough, Tyttenhanger Green (nr St.Albans). Contact: Martin Stewart,
`Nostromo', 39 Rodney Avenue, St.Albans, Herts, AL1 5ST.  0727 837431.
(mstewartc@cix.compulink.co.uk)

SOUTH HANTS SF GROUP: meets second and fourth Tuesday each month in the
Electric Arms, Fratton Rd, Portsmouth. Contact: Keith Cosslett, 12
Corwsbury Close, Emsworth, Hants, PO10 7TS. (0243) 376596.

WALTHAMSTOW, E. London. The Windmill, corner of Pembroke Road and Grosvenor
Park Road. Nearest tube/bus/BR: Walthamstow Central.  On the Tuesday after
the first Thursday of the month. Social meeting~general chat. Anyone in the
area welcome (the `area' extends as far as Aylesbury!). Usually a couple of
people there by 8pm. No contact address, but could check with me. (Rafe
Culpin~see `London Filk' above)

David Langford
ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 22:23:16 GMT
From: bap@intersec.demon.co.uk (Bernard Peek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Arthur C. Clarke Award 1994

The Arthur C. Clarke award for the best new SF novel published in the UK in
1993 was announced today, 20 April 1994.

The shortlisted books were:

A Million Open Doors
  John Barnes (Millenium)

Ammonite
  Nicola Griffith (Grafton - HarperCollins)

Snow Crash
  Neal Stephenson (Ringpull)

The Iron Dragon's Daughter
  Michael Swanwick (Roc - Penguin)

The Broken God
  David Zindell (HarperCollins)

The award, 1000 pounds and an engraved bookend, was presented tonight by
Helen Sharman OBE at the Irish Centre, Camden Town in north London.  The
M.C. was Geoff Ryman, a past winner of the award. Also taking part were
Fred Clarke and Angie Edwards, Arthur C Clarke's brother and niece.

The judges for the award were Mark Plummer and Maureen Speller for the SF
Foundation, Catie Cary and Chris Amies for the British SF Association and
John Gribbin and Jeff Kipling of the Science Policy Foundation.

The winner this year is Vurt by Jeff Noon, published by Ringpull.

For further information contact the administrator:
David V. Barrett, 23 Oakfield Road, Croydon, Surrey, CR0 2UD
Phone/fax +44 81 688 6081

Bernie Peek

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 17:46:55 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hugo Nominations

		   1994 HUGO AND CAMPBELL AWARD NOMINEES

ConAdian, the 52nd World Science Fiction Convention, has released the
nominees for the 1994 Hugo Awards and John W. Campbell Award.  The winners
will be presented at a ceremony at ConAdian in Winnipeg, Manitoba, on
Saturday, September 3, 1994.

The nominees that follow were chosen by popular vote by 649 members of
ConAdian or ConFrancisco (the 51st World Science Fiction Convention) who
submitted valid nominating ballots.  The nomination ballots were counted
and verified by the ConAdian Hugo Administrators, David Bratman and Seth
Goldberg.  The final ballots will be sent to ConAdian members in Progress
Report no. 6, due to be mailed in May.  The ballot will also be available
online on CompuServe, GEnie, and Usenet.  Only attending and supporting
members of ConAdian are eligible to vote.  Ballots must be postmarked by
July 31 and received by August 6 to be counted, and must be mailed to: 1994
Hugo Awards, Seth Goldberg, Voting Administrator, P.O. Box 271986, Concord,
California, 94527-1986, U.S.A.  Until July 15, ConAdian memberships are
available for US$125/Cdn$165 attending or US$25/Cdn$30 supporting from
ConAdian, P.O. Box 2430, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 4A7, Canada.

     Best Novel
 Moving Mars, by Greg Bear (Tor)
 Glory Season, by David Brin (Bantam Spectra)
 Virtual Light, by William Gibson (Bantam Spectra)
 Beggars in Spain, by Nancy Kress (Morrow AvoNova)
 Green Mars, by Kim Stanley Robinson (HarperCollins UK; Bantam Spectra US)
 No Award

     Best Novella
 "The Night We Buried Road Dog", by Jack Cady (F&SF, January 1993)
 "Mefisto in Onyx", by Harlan Ellison (Omni, October 1993; Mark V. Ziesing)
 "An American Childhood", by Pat Murphy (Asimov's, April 1993)
 "Into the Miranda Rift", by G. David Nordley (Analog, July 1993)
 "Down in the Bottomlands", by Harry Turtledove (Analog, January 1993)
 "Wall, Stone, Craft", by Walter Jon Williams (F&SF, October/November 1993;
     Axolotl)
 No Award

     Best Novelette
 "The Shadow Knows", by Terry Bisson (Asimov's, September 1993; Bears
     Discover Fire (Tor))
 "The Franchise", by John Kessel (Asimov's, August 1993)
 "Dancing on Air", by Nancy Kress (Asimov's, July 1993)
 "Georgia on My Mind", by Charles Sheffield (Analog, January 1993)
 "Deep Eddy", by Bruce Sterling (Asimov's, August 1993)
 No Award

     Best Short Story
 "England Underway", by Terry Bisson (Omni, July 1993; Bears Discover Fire
     (Tor))
 "The Good Pup", by Bridget McKenna (F&SF, March 1993)
 "Mwalimu in the Squared Circle", by Mike Resnick (Asimov's, March 1993;
     Alternate Warriors (Tor))
 "The Story So Far", by Martha Soukup (Full Spectrum 4 (Bantam Spectra))
 "Death on the Nile", by Connie Willis (Asimov's, March 1993)
 No Award

     Best Non-Fiction Book
 Once Around the Bloch: An Unauthorized Autobiography, by Robert Bloch
     (Tor) 
 The Encyclopedia of Science Fiction, edited by John Clute and Peter
     Nicholls (Orbit UK; St. Martin's US)
 PITFCS: Proceedings of the Institute for Twenty-First Century Studies,
     edited by Theodore R. Cogswell (Advent)
 Understanding Comics: The Invisible Art, by Scott McCloud (Tundra; Kitchen
     Sink; Harper Perennial)
 The Art of Michael Whelan: Scenes/Visions, by Michael Whelan (Bantam
     Spectra) 
 No Award

     Best Dramatic Presentation
 Addams Family Values (Paramount Pictures); Producer, Scott Rudin;
     Director, Barry Sonnenfeld; Screenwriter, Paul Rudnick
 "The Gathering" (Babylon 5) (Warner Brothers); Executive producers,
     Douglas Netter & J. Michael Straczynski; Director, Richard Compton;
     Writer, J. Michael Straczynski
 Groundhog Day (Columbia Pictures); Producers, Trevor Albert & Harold
     Ramis; Director, Harold Ramis; Screenwriters, Danny Rubin & Harold
     Ramis 
 Jurassic Park (Universal); Producers, Kathleen Kennedy & Gerald R. Malen;
     Director, Steven Spielberg; Screenwriters, Michael Crichton & David
     Koepp 
 The Nightmare Before Christmas (Touchstone Pictures); Producers, Tim
     Burton & Denise DiNovi; Director, Henry Selick; Screenwriter, Caroline
     Thompson 
 No Award

     Best Professional Editor
 Ellen Datlow
 Gardner Dozois
 Mike Resnick
 Kristine Kathryn Rusch
 Stanley Schmidt
 No Award

     Best Professional Artist
 Thomas Canty
 David Cherry
 Bob Eggleton
 Don Maitz
 Michael Whelan
 No Award

     Best Original Artwork
 Cover of F&SF, October/November 1993 (illustrating "The Little Things", B.
     McKenna), by Thomas Canty
 Space Fantasy Commemorative Stamp Booklet, by Stephen Hickman (U.S. Postal
     Service)
 Cover of Asimov's, November 1993 (illustrating "Cold Iron", M. Swanwick),
     by Keith Parkinson
 No Award

     Best Semi-Prozine
 Interzone, edited by David Pringle
 Locus, edited by Charles N. Brown
 The New York Review of Science Fiction, edited by David G. Hartwell,
     Donald G. Keller, Robert K.J. Killheffer, and Gordon Van Gelder
 Pulphouse, edited by Dean Wesley Smith and Jonathan E. Bond
 Science Fiction Chronicle, edited by Andrew Porter
 Tomorrow Speculative Fiction, edited by Algis Budrys
 No Award

     Best Fanzine
 Ansible, edited by Dave Langford
 File 770, edited by Mike Glyer
 Lan's Lantern, edited by George "Lan" Laskowski
 Mimosa, edited by Dick and Nicki Lynch
 Stet, edited by Leah Zeldes Smith and Dick Smith
 No Award

     Best Fan Writer
 Sharon Farber
 Mike Glyer
 Andy Hooper
 Dave Langford
 Evelyn C. Leeper
 No Award

     Best Fan Artist
 Brad W. Foster
 Teddy Harvia
 Linda Michaels
 Peggy Ranson
 William Rotsler
 Stu Shiffman
 No Award

     John W. Campbell Award
     for Best New Science Fiction Writer of 1992-1993
     (sponsored by Dell Magazines)
 Holly Lisle (2nd year of eligibility)
 Jack Nimersheim (2nd year of eligibility)
 Carrie Richerson (2nd year of eligibility)
 Amy Thomson (1st year of eligibility)
 Elizabeth Willey (1st year of eligibility)
 No Award

In some categories more than 5 nominees appear due to tie votes.  In the
"Original Artwork" category only 3 nominees appear, as no other candidates
appeared on at least 5% of the ballots cast in that category, as required
by Section 2.6 of the WSFS Constitution for 4th and 5th nominees.

Owing to a severe disparity among the short fiction categories in the
number of nominations received by the leading candidates, to achieve a
fairer balance the administrators exercised the option provided by Section
2.2.1 of the WSFS Constitution to relocate stories within 5,000 words of
the category limits into adjacent categories.  Three stories were
relocated: "Dancing on Air" to Novelette from Novella; "Death on the Nile"
and "England Underway" to Short Story from Novelette.  As a result of this
relocation, the threshold for appearing on the ballot in all three short
fiction categories is the same: 28 nominations.  (What is now the 5th place
short story received 35 nominations, but no short story received between 28
and 34 nominations.)  If no relocation had been made, the threshold would
have varied from 28 to 60 nominations (a range of 32), and two stories with
28 or more nominations would not have appeared on the ballot.

Hard Landing, by Algis Budrys (Warner Questar), received enough votes to be
nominated for Best Novel, but was ruled ineligible due to having first been
published in magazine format in 1992.  Nicola Griffith received enough
votes to be nominated for the John W. Campbell Award, but was ruled
ineligible due to professional publication of fiction in the science
fiction and fantasy field prior to 1992.

------------------------------
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Date: 19 Apr 94 22:15:50 GMT
From: mcirvin@husc8.harvard.edu (Matt McIrvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS Questions: God & Schedules

mazania@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Malcolm Azania) writes:
>4. I read in one of the posts that you're an atheist. If that's true, then
>I really must commend you for "The Parliament of Dreams." I've lamented
>for a long time that ST:TNG has demonstrated such contempt (or
>alternately, condescending approval in the case of "those space-ethnics")
>for religious beliefs.

Not only that, multiple media in the US tend to fall into the trap of
essentially treating religion as necessarily consisting of some flavor of
Christianity, Judaism, or *possibly* Islam if they're feeling inclusive.
The bit at the end of "Parliament" was a nice reminder that the spectrum of
belief on our planet is much, much more varied than that.

That such could have been written by an atheist like JMS is no surprise to
me.  If, for instance, you poke around on alt.atheism, you *will* find some
shouting militants condemning all religion (in some cases quite
understandably, due to a specific bad experience); but you will also find a
lot of people whose atheism, and the treatment it has gotten them
(especially in very religious societies like the US), has engendered a
consciousness of the diversity of belief and a frustration at the inability
of some to recognize it.  They realize that a society in which multiple
beliefs about the nature of the world are celebrated offers the best chance
of tolerance for their own; and they have often studied many religious
traditions and hold a deep respect for what is beautiful and profound in
them.  Also, atheists themselves believe an incredible diversity of things
- - there is no single atheist creed or tradition.  Unfortunately Commander
Sinclair appears to have had a limited amount of space for his receiving
line...

Matt

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 14:19:46 GMT
From: matt@x.org (Matt Landau)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kosh-SPOILERS-and rec

jjfloyd@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Jered Floyd) writes:
>  Kosh, he's no fun. "You're not ready for immortality." Phooey.

Well, JMS warned us that things were going to get weird after the first six
episodes :-) Seriously, the idea of Kosh manipulating Talia and recording
her feelings/responses "for the future" makes perfect sense, and fits in
with the earlier scenes of Kosh studying Earth on his viewscreen-thing.

For a race that "takes no interest in the affairs of others", the Vorlons
are showing an awfully keen interest in humans ...

>Ok, one nitpick on the plot. The ingredient can't be synthesized, someone
>has to die to make it? HUH? Is this another 'soul' type thing?  Yes, it's
>a science nitpick. So flame me.

There are LOTS of complex chemical and biological substances known TODAY
that can't be synthesized, but must be extracted from plant or animal life.

It's not that synthesizing such things is physically impossible, but there
are simple technological limits (pretty severe limits at the moment) on our
ability to manipulate materials at the molecular level.  Just knowing how
something is put together (and we don't always even know that) isn't enough
to let you reproduce it.

Even 300 years into the future, in the B5 era, I can believe there will be
complex macromolecules that are just too hard/complex to synthesize
artificially, and that aren't amenable to replication using genetically
manipulated viruses.  So it's a plot device, but in the grand scheme of
things, it's a relatively minor and plausible plot device.

>Re: Kosh, again.  I don't like the direction Kosh is going in. He's
>becoming...uh...evil.

Not evil, just enigmatic ...  Personally, I'm looking forward to finding
out what comes next, and learning what the connection is between the Vorlon
and the Minbari.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 14:52:00 GMT
From: jec@doofusun.cb.att.com (John Collier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Old Codger's Comments:  Deathwalker

I have to admit that the preview for this episode left me a bit
apprehensive about this one.  This was due primarily to the fact that
"immortality at an awful price" stories are fairly standard.  The reality
was much better.  The primary story line was handled very well.  In
particular, I thought Sarah Douglas was excellent.  The secondary plot was
also intriguing, and left me wondering a bit about Vorlons.

Now for the long-winded stuff.

As I mentioned earlier, it was hard to watch the preview for this episode
and not worry just a bit about having "been there; done that."  However,
most of us have learned by now that you can't really trust the previews.
Also, even though "Infection" will probably never be anybody's favorite
episode of all time, it did show that the cast and crew can take a fairly
stock plot line and handle it at least adequately (and I thought it was
handled pretty well).  At the bare minimum, this episode had the added plus
of not being a rerun.

Fortunately, this was overall a good episode.  Both plotlines were handled
well, and I thought the show was particularly well written.  To be able to
integrate history, character development, political intrique, moral
dilemma, and Vorlons :-) into a very tight story that fits in one hour
without something seeming glaringly forced is quite an achievement.  I
didn't catch the writing credits, but I'm glad the writer isn't a political
"spin doctor" :-); it would be a pitiful use of ability.

For me, the major high point of this episode was the Deathwalker.  The
character of the Deathwalker isn't all that unusual; most of us can think
of analogs from our own history.  As far as an individual sentient being is
concerned, there was nothing about the Deathwalker to like, nor anything
about the Dilgar to admire.  The thing that was going to be interesting
here was the inevitable "why?".  Why were the Dilgar so vicious?  Why would
the Deathwalker offer her immortality serum to those who had a hand in
terminating her kind?  And why would the Earth Alliance trust her?  Did
anyone buy her little "speech" about this serum being the memorial to her
race?  I don't think Sinclair did and I certainly didn't.  I knew there had
to be some twist to what she was offering, though I thought at the time
that maybe the serum had some extremely unpleasant side effect or
addiction.  Having it be the *cause* of the Dilgar's genocidal behavior
wasn't entirely unexpected, but it did present a very nice moral dilemma,
and was also the perfect Dilgar vengeance on those who defeated here race.

The guest star who played Deathwalker, Sarah Douglas, deserves special
mention.  I think this was the strongest guest appearance that this show
has had yet to date.  This was one of the more "alien" aliens that we've
encountered thus far.  In particular, her use of body language was very
alien and effective.  The character makeup was also well done.  I don't
think I've ever see that much space between two eyes on a human being!  I
don't recall seeing Sarah Douglas in anything before (I don't get out much
:-), but I don't think she is really part "walleye".

This episode was also a good episode for Lennier.  As I recall, we've only
seen Lennier once before (in PoD, I think), and I was looking forward to
seeing him again.  This was a good opportunity to develop this character
more, and to provide yet a little more background on the internal Minbari
political situation.  Lennier looked especially unhappy about his vote at
the council meeting (although his vote really didn't surprise me).  Keep an
eye on the Minbari; something is afoot there.

The political side of this episode was also done well.  This was an area
that needed more development; if Babylon 5 is an interstellar United
Nations, when are they going to do some UN stuff?  Especially bickering;
the UN is famous for that!  We got to see some of the political "ins and
outs", in particular the way G'Kar tries to play the various alliances
against each other.  He was so desperate to get at the serum that I
wondered if he would really present Na'Toth's head on a platter.  His vote
was particularly slippery; castigate the Centauri for voting "No", then
offer a completely unacceptable alternative so that he could in turn be
"forced" to vote "No" as well.

One of the other highlights of this episode was the Vorlon plot.  I was
really happy to see some seriously needed Vorlon development.
Unfortunately, like all things Vorlon, I'm still not sure just exactly what
went on.  What was the exact nature of the business deal?  Was this a test
of a telepath?  Can all VCR's block telepaths?  If so, it substantially
alters the equation, so to speak, particularly with respect to some of the
things that Talia and Ironheart discussed in Mind War.  The other major
result of this Vorlon appearance is simply more questions, or perhaps
reemphasis of existing questions.  Why are they represented at Babylon 5?
Kosh had no apparent interest in the council vote.  In fact, Kosh seemed to
have no interest in anything involving the Deathwalker until the Vorlon
involvement in "the final solution".  We see lots of Minbari, Narns, etc.,
in the "background scenery", but never any "encounter suits".  Perhaps the
Vorlons view themselves as "interstellar baby-sitters"!  Hopefully, we'll
have another 4-1/2 years or so to find out...

I thought the "final solution" was well done.  In one sense, it seemed like
a "bolt out of the blue".  However, it does show that the Vorlons know a
lot about what is going on with the other species and do have *some*
interest in what is going on.  The reason for destroying the Deathwalker's
ship was "typically Vorlon" (if there is such a thing), but a bit "wordy"
for Kosh! :-) It will be interesting to see what effect the Vorlon solution
of destroying the Deathwalker's ship (and hence the Deathwalker from all
appearances), will have on diplomatic relations.  I suspect that this is
one of those things where publicly everyone will be appalled and condemn
the action, but privately everyone is secretly relieved that the problem
has been dealt with.  Besides, given that nobody has ever survived a war
with the Vorlons (a statement from the pilot movie), I would suspect that
not much will be done about it in the long run.

There were a couple of other small things that deserved to be mentioned:

   + Londo as more of a background character?  Who'd a-thunk it!  And with
     a wry, sarcastic streak!  His "congratulations" to Sinclair for his
     "effective" way of keeping the Deathwalker's presence a secret was
     well done.
   + Ivanova.  She didn't get as much screen time as some of the other
     characters, but she got some of the best lines.  Her threat to the
     first ship that showed up was great!  Also the way she managed to
     stall all of those ships was another good line.
   + When the VCR took off his hat, did anyone else think of "The Man with
     Two Brains"?
  
There really wasn't much to dislike about this episode.  There were a
couple of places where the dialog seemed a little off.  Also, the music
still gets too loud for my tastes, especially the synthezisor stuff.  I did
have one major dislike: The preview gave away the ending.  The preview
contained a brief shot of a Vorlon ship - a good thing because it meant
that Vorlons were finally going to show up.  As things progressed and ships
started popping through the jump gate, I kept expecting to see the Vorlon
ship.  As the Deathwalker's ship was approaching the jump gate (BTW, I
didn't see the fighter escort that Sinclair said would be there) and the
Vorlon ship still hadn't showed up, it dawned on me that it was just about
to and that it was going to "deal" with the situation.  Sure enough, almost
immediately after this, Ivanova announced that another ship was coming
through the gate (they've started calling it the vortex now?) and, sure
enough, it was a Vorlon ship and, sure enough, it solved the problem!  I
*HATE* it when the preview does this!

A couple of other quick questions:

   1. On the top of Lennier's head, there is a "spine" or bone "finger"
      that sticks out from the rest of the structure and bisects the top of
      his head.  I don't think we've ever seen this on a Minbari before.
      Is this a characteristic of male Minbaris?  Most of the Minbari we've
      seen up close have been female and I don't recall seeing this on any
      of them.  I also don't recall seeing the top of any other male
      Minbari's head, so I don't know if we've never seen this before or I
      just finally got around to noticing it.

   2. Some of the history presented in this episode seems a little
      incomplete to me.  The Dilgar war occurred 30 years ago and the Earth
      Alliance played a major part in defeating the Dilgar.  That part is
      fine.  The Earth-Minbari war occurred 20 years later, or 10 years
      prior to the time of Babylon 5, which is also fine.  From things that
      have been posted on the net, the EA-Minbari war occurred as a result
      of a botched first contact (I don't recall this being stated on the
      show yet, so perhaps this isn't "legally binding".).  I can believe
      that, too.  The inconsistency is that there is a clear indication
      that many of these species knew the Minbari and were known by the
      Minbari at least 20 years prior to the EA-Minbari war, but the EA and
      Minbari had no contact during the Dilgar war or the 20 years
      following.  I have a little trouble believing that two "major powers"
      had no knowledge of each others existence during that 20 years.
      Unfortunately (or fortunately, depending on your point of view) there
      are several plausible explanations, such as: How long did the
      Earth-Minbari war last?  Maybe it lasted for several years.  Or, the
      location of the homeworlds is such that the first contact really
      didn't occur for 20 years after the Dilgar war.  It could happen! :-)
      I hope some of this will be filled in more as we go along.

Overall, this was a pretty good showing, and certainly a welcome respite
from more reruns.  As usual, more questions were raised (and I probably
missed a few).  It's time to wrap this up and see what everyone else
thought of it.

John Collier
AT&T Bell Labs
jec@cbnea.att.com
att!cbnea!jec

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 15:03:47 GMT
From: jazz@netcom.com (David C. Navas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker spoilers

rcromw1@umbc.edu (Ray Cromwell) writes:
>Argghhhhh! I sort of liked this episode, but I am damned tired of this
>"humans are not ready for X" cliche. It's been used in SF before,

Now see, I rather liked the episode - thought it was nice and tight, didn't
have any of the literary devices that gnaw on me, etc..

What's interesting is that one human has -already- become immortal - no
Kosh.

If there's actually continuity here, and Kosh is speaking the truth, then I
expect that what wasn't liked was the means, and not necessarily the end.
I imagine part of Kosh's research is what humans are capable of given a
desirable goal.  And in that respect, our past does speak for itself.

David Navas
jazz@netcom.com
dnavas@us.oracle.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 16:19:01 GMT
From: mears@cup.hp.com (David Mears)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A speculation

A thought has occurred to me about the Vorlons, the reason the Minbari
stopped the war, the Third Age of Mankind, etc.  What if ...

Earth is somehow either a colony planted by, or a culture nurtured by the
Vorlons.  Maybe they were like the species in Clarke's 2001 who planted the
monoliths.  That might explain why Kosh is always so interested in Earth
and Earthlings.  He's keeping up with the children.

It could explain why the Minbari stopped the war.  While interrogating
Sinclair, they discovered the truth and knew they better not destroy Earth
or the Vorlons would be very unhappy.  It appears the Minbari have some
sort of respect (or is it fear?) of the Vorlons.

It could explain the upcoming Third Age.  The first was before the original
Vorlon influence started minkind's assendency; the second was during the
ascendency; and the Third occurs once mankind discovers what happened and
begins to move into a position of equality with the Vorlon creators.

<Deathwalker spoiler to follow>

It could even explain why Kosh thinks mankind isn't yet ready for
immortality.

Oh well, it was a thought.

David B. Mears
Hewlett-Packard
Cupertino CA
mears@cup.hp.com

------------------------------
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Date: 21 Apr 94 15:32:20 GMT
From: matt@x.org (Matt Landau)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Old Codger's Comments: Deathwalker

jec@doofusun.cb.att.com (John Collier) writes:
>And why would the Earth Alliance trust her?  

What makes you think they did?  Wheels within wheels...  Does anyone
serious think that if the EA had gotten their hands on this stuff, they'd
have just freely distributed it to everyone in the galaxy?

Immortailty can be viewed as a *weapon*, and we know the EA has a keen
interest in acquiring new weapons.  Personally, I don't trust the Earth
Alliance any more than I'd trust the Narn.

>the way G'Kar tries to play the various alliances against each other.  He
>was so desperate to get at the serum that I wondered if he would really
>present Na'Toth's head on a platter.

Yes!  Katsulas plays the character so wonderfully, as a real patriot (in
the Narn sense of the word), that for a moment I wondered if G'Kar was
actually going to go back to his quarters and try to kill Na'Toth.

>His vote was particularly slippery; castigate the Centauri for voting
>"No", then offer a completely unacceptable alternative so that he could in
>turn be "forced" to vote "No" as well.

Classic Narn diplomacy :-)

>What was the exact nature of the business deal?  

There *WAS* no business deal.  It was all just a scheme to set Talia
Winters up so the vcr could record her for Kosh.  At least, I *think* it
was all just a scheme, but with Vorlons, who knows?

>Why are they represented at Babylon 5?  

I'll bet the Minbari know...

>We see lots of Minbari, Narns, etc., in the "background scenery", but
>never any "encounter suits".

Kosh is the only Vorlon on the station.

>everyone is secretly relieved that the problem has been dealt with.
>Besides, given that nobody has ever survived a war with the Vorlons (a
>statement from the pilot movie),

Saying no one's ever talked to a survivor of a war with the Vorlons is an
interestingly ambiguous statement.  One could take it to mean that there
haven't BEEN any wars with the Vorlons, or that the Vorlons are very, very
thorough.  Somehow, I don't think JMS is going to tell us which it is for a
while ...

> + Ivanova.  She didn't get as much screen time as some of the other
>   characters, but she got some of the best lines.  Her threat to the
>   first ship that showed up was great!  Also the way she managed to stall
>   all of those ships was another good line.

I like Ivanova more and more.  She's tough, capable, innovative, a creative
problem solver, not afraid to step outside the rules when it suits her
(c'mon, is anyone really *harmed* by her growing coffee beans? :-) and has
a sense of humor under that cool Russian persona.  Quite a relief after the
wretched way female characters are written and played on TNG and most other
science fiction shows.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 16:30:18 GMT
From: mbr2@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Curious Of All Natures)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Deathwalker" (spoilers)

Steven Grimm <koreth@spud.Hyperion.COM> wrote:
>Seems like Sinclair was pretty nonchalant about the Vorlons blowing up a
>ship under Earth Alliance protection, especially given what it contained.
>I was hoping he'd walk up to Kosh and say, "Who the hell are YOU to tell
>us what we are or aren't ready for?"

I had already been thinking that Sinclair would be breaking furniture over
the thought of the future that Jha'Dur had told him about - the "catch" of
the immortality serum.  He was relieved when she was toasted!

I'm noticing a trend - have we ever heard a Vorlon *really* concern itself
with with any individual being?  There were many innocents on that ship
they destroyed - no qualm.  Also, JMS tells us, they killed several
explorers who ventured into their system.  They only concern themselves
with whole species and their fates.  In MotFL: "Let them pass - they are a
dying race."  To the gathered league in D: "You are not ready for
immortality."

Check that - they did vote for the extradition of Sinclair to their
homeworld for his trial in the pilot (or so G'Kar said, but I assume he'd
have had to be able to prove this).  Very interesting.

>The special effects were abundant here, but I mostly didn't care much for
>them.  Too computery, especially once all the League ships started showing
>up.  And I was disappointed by the Vorlon weapon; with the green electric
>arcs we saw in the pilot, I was expecting it to look really unusual,
>rather than like a thick TNG phaser beam.

Agreed on the Vorlon weapon - we'd seen it charge up in the pilot, but not
fire.  The Doctor Who effects folks could've done the straight green lines
that came out of it.  (note: lines - the first shot missed!)

Disagreed on most of the effects, though.  We were dazzled.

>The story did drag a little when it got into the political stuff with the
>League, but quickly picked up steam again.

I thought it was just about the best part!  The successful non-violent
action of the League rep's was something wonderful to behold - HUGE praise
to the writers for that.  Sinclair's proposed compromise after the failed
vote was very crafty - it allays mutual suspicions, probably serves to
accelerate scientific work on the serum, lets everyone keep a close eye on
Jha'Dur... and *leaves out* the Centauri, Narn, and Minbari, who have to
swallow the outcome given their votes on the council.

>Some interesting hints about the Vorlons slipped out here.  They have
>experience with immortality.  They don't like telepaths.  And how the heck
>did Sinclair know *that*?

As others have mentioned, Delenn gave him a lot of information in the
pilot.  Of course, it may have been deceptive at places, or the Minbari
could have any of their facts wrong.

Sinclair's guess at the reason for Kosh's interview with Lyta screams "red
herring" to me.

Matt Ryan, 
mbr2@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 17:07:05 GMT
From: brow913@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Derrick C. Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker *spoilers*

Ron Dawson (rdawson@sebastian.carleton.ca) wrote:
>I definitely liked this episode.  My only complaint is how the Minbari
>underling spilled so much information to Sinclair.

Remember, too, that Lennier is supposed to be "a true innocent" according
to the FAQ.  The Minbari are certainly a crafty race, but Lennier is a
quiet, *religious* diplomatic aide.  He may have said more than he intended
to, but he may also have more altruistic motives than other Minbari (even
Delenn) possess.  Often, those most "pure" can be the most enigmatic.  Do
we count this as a slip?  Or, do we decide the leak was intentional?
Either way, we may never be sure.  If Delenn had made such a "slip,"
however, we would automatically assume it was intentional.

BTW, Lennier didn't look too happy about putting Sinclair on the spot.  One
more piece of information for Sinclair to file away...

Derrick C. Brown
University of Idaho
brow913@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 17:08:26 GMT
From: smirnov@buphy.bu.edu (Anton Smirnov)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker Comments (Spoilers!)

I find fascinating the different levels the races operate at. The Narn and
the Centauri are both motivated by material gain, are both impirialistic.

The Vorlons (and possibly the Minbari) couldn't care less about empires.
they are playing a totally diffrent game, and I don't think the Narn and
Centauri really understand this.

I think their interest is internal evolution rather than expansion.

Anton

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 17:17:33 GMT
From: mbr2@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Curious Of All Natures)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker: EEEVILL!  (spoilers)

Diane Westerfield <wes5@midway.uchicago.edu> wrote:
>when the Vorlon ship came out of the jumpgate (which they kept on calling
>vortex for some reason in this episode) there weren't any Starfuries
>escorting Deathwalker's ship, thus making it convenient for the Vorlons to
>blow it away without accidentally destroying any humans and causing more
>of an incident.  Where were the escorts??  Surely they weren't going to
>let her fly off on her lonesome?

Oooh, good point!!!  Sinclair did say that he'd arranged an escort to the
jumpgate, on the other side of which an Earth cruiser would meet Jha'dur's
ship.  Where was the escort?  Did Sinclair knowing about the Vorlons'
solution to the problem ahead of time?  Or even having a hand in it?

Or was it an oversight in the design of the show?  I HATE having to
consider that possibility in shows or books that hang a lot of significance
on detail.  To JMS's credit, the ratio of meaningful details to oversight
details has been pretty good, but he'd better be _damn_ careful...

Matt Ryan
mbr2@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 17:33:04 GMT
From: matt@physics1.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cliche in Deathwalker

arromdee@jyusenkyou.cs.jhu.edu (Ken Arromdee) writes:
>Worse yet, it's general enough to work on multiple races who are
>completely unrelated and have totally different physiologies.  And not
>only that, although the races are all physiologically different and the
>physical brain structures and chemicals that make each one a sentient
>being are different for each race, it _still_ requires killing a sentient
>being in all cases.

Unfortunately, in Babylon 5, like in Star Trek, it seems we're supposed to
assume that the different races *don't* have totally different
biochemistries.  We've already heard, several times, that all known species
use DNA.  The first time I heard it I hoped it was just a silly slip that
wouldn't get repeated, but that seems not to be the case.

At least it looks like we're not going to see any half-Narn, half-Vorlon
hybrids.  Thank something-or-other for small favors.

Matthew Austern
matt@physics.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 18:30:21 GMT
From: otte@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Jen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker *spoilers*

rdawson@sebastian.carleton.ca (Ron Dawson) writes:
>I definitely liked this episode.  My only complaint is how the Minbari
>underling spilled so much information to Sinclair.

If I remember correctly, it's not as though he said anything important, no
state secrets or highly classified information...  Basically he just said
the same things about Deathwalker as we'd found out from everyone else,
that she was a war criminal who did mean and nasty things to people.  The
same kind of description you'd get if you asked about Hitler.  It was just
a nice little summary for anyone who had missed everything that had been
dropped earlier.

Unless you are referring to the admission that she was protected by the
Wind Swords, which we also knew from her gloats at Sinclair.  Lennier just
confirmed that.  If he hadn't, the Minbari vote wouldn't have made any
sense.

Now if Lennier had started babbling about the Battle of the Line, then I'd
talk about spilling information =)

Jen

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 18:31:46 GMT
From: urena@twain.ucs.umass.edu (Richard R Urena)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker (spoilers)

Spoilers follow!

jeffski@nature.Berkeley.EDU (Jeffrey Wutzke) writes:
>OK, so a very good episode, but almost solely IMHO because of the last
>couple minutes, and specifically the role of the Vorlons.
>
>I look forward to more storylines involving them, about the only truly
>alien species I've seen.

In addition to that, I think what happened to Talia Winters is one of those
things about which we'll hear more in the future.

When the "vcr" read her mind and gave the results of such reading back to
Kosh, he handed him (her? it?) a powerful weapon; the ability to fill
Winters' mind with such paralyzing fear as to render her ineffective.  To
what purpose?  I haven't the faintest idea, but it looks pretty ominous...

Am I the only one to attach significance to this?  Or is it just wishful
thinking?

Richard Urena
urena@miser.umass.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 18:36:14 GMT
From: hrp@cray.com (Hal Peterson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Deathwalker" (spoilers)

koreth@spud.Hyperion.COM (Steven Grimm) writes:
>Some interesting hints about the Vorlons slipped out here.  They have
>experience with immortality.  They don't like telepaths.  And how the heck
>did Sinclair know *that*?

In The Gathering, while Kosh lay poisoned and dying, the B5 crew asked the
Vorlon government for permission to scan him to help find the assassin.
The Vorlons refused, and (if I remember correctly) stated outright that
they don't like telepaths.

Hal Peterson
Cray Research, Inc.
hrp@cray.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 18:41:22 GMT
From: markb@cimage.com (Mark Bernstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker Comments (Spoilers!)

Donald Simmons (donald@bach.utias.utoronto.ca) wrote:
>Overall, there's just one complaint I have about this episode, and it
>concerns the role of Kosh on the station. As things stand now, I frankly
>don't see why they should keep him around.

I'd say that's pretty simple, and it's the same answer to the question of
why nobody said or did anything towards Kosh at the end.  The Vorlons are
*powerful*.  They have to be at least one of the five most powerful races
in the known galaxy, or they wouldn't be on the Council.  Kicking them off
the station would make as much sense as trying to kick the United States
out of the United Nations.

Mark Bernstein
markb@cimage.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 18:49:59 GMT
From: markb@cimage.com (Mark Bernstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker science questions (spoilers)

Normally, B5 is wonderfully scrupulous about scientific matters, so I'm not
going to assume that anything in "Deathwalker" was incorrect.  It did,
however, leave me with a couple of questions.

   1) A *universal* immortality serum?  One that can be used by races as
      genetically diverse as humans and Narns?  May I ask what experts you
      consulted to confirm that this is possible?  (If the answer is that
      the component that's extracted from living beings is what customizes
      it for each race, I think squeezing in a mention of that would have
      been nice.)

   2) When the vcr removed his hat, it made for a great visual, but didn't
      make a lot of sense to me.  Either that was some sort of custom
      designed skullcap meant to freak people out, or this guy's an idiot
      for leaving his brain unprotected.  What was the intent with that?

Otherwise, great episode.

Mark Bernstein
markb@cimage.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 18:57:01 GMT
From: toddh@garnet.berkeley.edu (Todd Horowitz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker (spoilers)

SPOILERS HO!

Jeffrey Wutzke <jeffski@nature.Berkeley.EDU> wrote:
>OK, so a very good episode, but almost solely IMHO because of the last
>couple minutes, and specifically the role of the Vorlons.

   I agree completely; the climactic scene where the Vorlons destroy
Deathwalker's ship made the whole episode worthwhile.
   On the other hand, the last couple of minutes (the tag at the end where
Sinclair and Garibaldi discuss the events of the day - "They say God moves
in mysterious ways." "Yeah, but he's a con man compared to the Vorlons!")
made we want to puke!

>I look forward to more storylines involving them, about the only truly
>alien species I've seen.

   Or at least the only species which does not obey conversational
conventions.

>Otherwise the story of how Dr. Mengele (er, Deathwalker), who escaped the
>US (er, Earth Alliance) defeat of the Nazis (er, Dilgar), who saved the
>small European powers (er, League of non-aligned worlds) was pretty pat. I
>figured there had to be a catch, an Achilles Heel, if you will, to the
>longevity serum - though I figured it would be some sort of undetectable
>degenerative or disfiguring ailment, not simply a descent into anarchy
>(Though don't get me wrong - the hints at what a immortality drug would do
>to humanity were quite accurate.)

   Well, it wasn't exactly an original story, but it was nicely set up.
Sinclair has to deal with both moral and practical dilemmas, and the
outcome is not obvious. As you point out, however, it's the ending which
makes it all worthwhile. The Vorlon intervention was a shot from nowhere
(well, as soon as they said that something was coming through the jump
gate, I knew it was the Vorlons, but that gave me only a split second's
warning).

>As for the Vicar (VCR [humph]), I had him pegged as soon as the telepath
>said "I read nothing, his mind is blank". I actually thought "Android",
>but think I was close enough.

   Me too. In fact, although they claim he's an alien, he looks fully
human. And for some reason I imagined it would be spelled "Vicker". As a
minor nitpick, I thought it pedantic for Sinclair to point out the origin
of the word; that's clearly for our benefit rather than Talia's.

>Still, I'm picking nits; a good episode.

   A good episode plotwise, and a great ending, but the dialogue was for
the most part formulaic. Definitely one of the better episodes, though.

Todd

------------------------------
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Date: 21 Apr 94 19:24:12 GMT
From: jdnicoll@engrg.uwo.ca (James Nicoll + Jasmine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cliche in Deathwalker

Matt Austern <matt@physics.berkeley.edu> wrote:
>Unfortunately, in Babylon 5, like in Star Trek, it seems we're supposed to
>assume that the different races *don't* have totally different
>biochemistries.  We've already heard, several times, that all known
>species use DNA.  The first time I heard it I hoped it was just a silly
>slip that wouldn't get repeated, but that seems not to be the case.

   Some races use DNA, I'll grant [Humans and Centauri, for example] but
have they explicitly said DNA is the One True Genetic Material? Even if it
were strongly favoured [The clay-life types tending to either not produce
space-faring species, say, or to produce life-forms using more efficient
coding systems which then eat them] there's nothing to say the 'language'
used to turn DNA blueprints into organisms is at all similar on different
worlds.  I have a dim memory [biology not being my forte] that there are
two 'languages' used to encode DNA on Earth and that there are sequences
that code for one thing in language 'A' and quite another in 'B' which I
thought was really cool when I read about it.

>At least it looks like we're not going to see any half-Narn, half-Vorlon
>hybrids.  Thank something-or-other for small favors.

   I imagine if they both use DNA, you could combine sequences.  Wouldn't
expect anything viable [or recognizable] to result, though.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 21:15:29 GMT
From: dgriff@unixg.ubc.ca (David Griffiths)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Relative technology levels of different B5 races?

Perhaps I missed this earlier, but:

Can anyone (who knows), tell me how the different races of beings who
inhabit B5 compare in terms of advanced technology?

I figure that the Vorlons are the highest, in terms of purely scientific
technology, and as well as PSI potential...

Anyone else care to jump in?

David Griffiths
dgriff@unixg.ubc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 21:45:29 GMT
From: dzhines@kimbark.uchicago.edu (David Hines)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kosh-SPOILERS-and rec

matt@x.org (Matt Landau) writes:
>For a race that "takes no interest in the affairs of others", the Vorlons
>are showing an awfully keen interest in humans ...

I thought Kosh's "you" was directed to the non-Vorlon group as a whole, not
just to Sinclair and the other humans.

Your statement is, however, quite true. The most interesting example of
this in "The War Prayer," when Kosh is staring at the viewer which has
images from Earth history displayed on it. In that scene, Kosh tells
Sinclair two things. One, the Vorlons take no interest in the affairs of
others. And two, Kosh is watching the images from Earth because he's
"studying." If they take no interest in the affairs of others, why would
Kosh take an interest in Earth history? The Vorlons aren't human. Why does
Kosh than take an interest in us?

I get the feeling that our failure to understand Kosh is that we don't know
the rules to his game. I have the feeling that *everything* Kosh is doing
makes sense. It's like one of those games where one person knows the rules
and the other players don't: the whole point of the game is to figure out
what the rules are, and then everything makes sense. Until then, the other
players don't have the faintest clue as to what the hell is going on.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 21:53:59 GMT
From: wedge@mcs.com (Brent Schmidt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: My beef with Bablyon 5

  Greetings.  Before I start this post, let me preface it with the fact
that I am a huge Bablyon 5 fan, and all the critizism I'm posting is in the
hope of making the show better. (like I have any say in that!)
  Anyway, as I remember the B5 series developing I remember one of the
biggest points made about it was it was going to be a true SF show, unlike
what Star Trek has become (I'm sorry, I used to be a trekkie, but the 7th
season is just plain bad).  As I have seen the series, I agree, in the
areas of science and technology, B5 is above all others.  The only area
where it isn't better is in the alien department.  JMS stated in an
interview on the Sci-Fi channel that B5 wouldn't have "forehead aliens",
and it hasn't, but all the aliens, with the exception of Kosh and the crime
lord insectiod, have been "latex" aliens.  They're all humanoids, they all
have two eyes, two ears, a mouth, etc., they are only different in the
masks the actors wear.  I know that creating non-humanoid aliens is
expensive and time consuming, but if B5 is to be a true SF series, it
should have more of them.  Well, that's all of my beef.
  Let the flame war begin... 

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 22:58:19 GMT
From: pgf@srl04.cacs.usl.edu (Phil G. Fraering)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: More DeathWalker questions

I have a question:

Are there really no more Dilgar left, period?

pgf@srl03.cacs.usl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 23:52:31 GMT
From: sherman@sol1.lrsm.upenn.edu (Bill Sherman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Old Codger's Comments: Deathwalker

matt@x.org (Matt Landau) writes:
>>What was the exact nature of the business deal?  
>
>There *WAS* no business deal.  It was all just a scheme to set Talia
>Winters up so the vcr could record her for Kosh.  At least, I *think* it
>was all just a scheme, but with Vorlons, who knows?

In light of the exchange where Abbut talks about herring ("a herring is a
herring, but a good cigar is a Cuban."  could he be thinking of a red
herring perhaps?) and Kosh says something along the lines of "Just because
someone makes a brush stroke doesn't mean they're painting a picture" - it
seems clear that all that talking doesn't mean they're really saying
anything.  And, of course, Kosh as much as tells Talia to ignore the words
they're speaking:"listen to the music and not the song."  This might have
interesting implications in light of the fact that Kosh's language seems to
be music - the music and the song are the same for him.  Perhaps there's a
reason why Kosh's voice seems to continue chiming even after his translator
has finished its translation.

Bill Sherman

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 00:20:26 GMT
From: hackbod@storm.cs.orst.edu (Dianne Hackborn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kosh-SPOILERS-and rec

dzhines@midway.uchicago.edu wrote thusly:
> Your statement is, however, quite true. The most interesting example of
> this in "The War Prayer," when Kosh is staring at the viewer which has
> images from Earth history displayed on it. In that scene, Kosh tells
> Sinclair two things. One, the Vorlons take no interest in the affairs of
> others. And two, Kosh is watching the images from Earth because he's
> "studying." If they take no interest in the affairs of others, why would
> Kosh take an interest in Earth history? The Vorlons aren't human. Why
> does Kosh than take an interest in us?

Hmmmmm...  seeing this along with someone else's idea of humans having some
kind of relation with the Vorlon, there is one interpretation in which this
scene makes complete sense: Humans are not "others" to the Vorlon.

Dianne Kyra Hackborn
Oregon State University  
hackbod@xanth.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 00:36:00 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker: EEEVILL!  (spoilers)

ghenders@infonode.ingr.com. writes:
>I thought about this also... Since a big point was made by Sinclair about
>having an escort to the point where EA would escort Deathwalker to Earth,
>not seeing a couple of ships in formation about her ship was very
>suspicious.  Might Sinclair have been warned under the table by Kosh and
>had his ships hang back a bit?  Surely we don't see everything that goes
>on...

More likely "Deathwalker" *was* given a fighter escort, and her ship sent
out to be destroyed by the Vorlon vessel, thus making all the other
delegates happy..... while the fighter escort and Deathwalker were
streaking silently off to the alternate jump gate.
 
Too good a character to waste in one show.  Heck, they have to amortize
those lovely contact lenses from "BODYTECH" in *some* way, preferably by
having her back at some future date...
 
I'd be *real* surprised if Franklin didn't get enough data to spear-head
further research into the Elixir Vitae, anyway.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 01:07:28 GMT
From: SEAN@hacks.arizona.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker: EEEVILL!  (spoilers)

wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu writes:
> (SPOILERS galore)
>Another annoying thing: when the Vorlon ship came out of the jumpgate
>(which they kept on calling vortex for some reason in this episode) there
>weren't any Starfuries escorting Deathwalker's ship, thus making it
>convenient for the Vorlons to blow it away without accidentally destroying
>any humans and causing more of an incident.  Where were the escorts??
>Surely they weren't going to let her fly off on her lonesome?

I don't know about Sinclair or the theory that he knew the Vorlons were
going to destroy her ship, but, if I were Sinclair, I wouldn't send an
escort (and make it widely known), especially after being told the truth
about the drug, just hoping someone would do what the Vorlons did.

(And an "Attn JMS" type addition: talk about pulling a Star Trek...  the
previews for the show showed the Vorlon ship firing - something that stuck
out in several people's minds from the "was that a Vorlon ship?"
mini-thread. Before the first commercial, it wasn't hard to put 1 and .5
together to round up to 2 and know what was going to happen to Deathwalker
and who was going to do it which undermined some of the suspense of that
part of the story. As a suggestion, I'd like to see the last 10-15 minutes
of an episode declared off-limits for use in previews/commercials - it
makes as much sense as putting a significant passage of the final page of a
murder mystery in the teaser on the back of the book... I want to know what
the book will be about, not the initials of the murder.)

> but if it was, Kosh now has the knowledge of at least one major button of
> Talia's (the serial killer) and may use it somehow in the future...

Not to mention set the right tone for Kosh at the end: if Kosh hadn't set
up Talia, the "You aren't ready for immortality," line might have been seen
as a stereotypical older and wiser race protecting the brash youngsters
from themselves. As it was, you have to wonder if Kosh didn't really mean,
"_We_ aren't ready for you to have immortality," or the like.

Sean O'Connell
sean@hacks.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 01:52:27 GMT
From: stojkoje@ucunix.san.uc.edu (J.E.S.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DW questions w/o answers *spoilers/speculation*

   Well, once again JMS has provided us with a Superb episode.  Gods the
questions that it brings up! Ok, here is some thought provoking
speculations, comments, and spoilers.

Spoilers/Speculation ahead!

Questions Questions Questions.

   1) If the Minbari "Wind Swords" helped out Deathwalker, 30yrs ago, then
that means they knew about Earth 30yrs ago. I wonder how long the
Earth/Minbari war lasted. It couldn't have been for 20yrs. How could we
fight two wars?? Help out the League _and_ fight the Minbari sounds like we
would have been stretching ourselves. I wonder if our involvement with the
league at that time might not have had an influence in how things happened
that led up to the E/M war...

   2) If the Minbari were harboring Deathwalker while she perfected her
antiagaping(sp?) formula, does that mean that they now have that formula? I
would think that since souls are recyclable to the Minbari then there would
be no qualms about killing one of their own to let some bigwig live a
little longer. The sacrifice/volunteer would just come back later, so no
big deal. Or does the thought of keeping a soul away from its appointed
time of death repulse them? Why was Deathwalker leaving in the first place?
Was she kicked out, or did she leave peacefully? I have to believe that at
_least_ one Minbari has either a good supply of the fountain of youth or
the formula for it.

   3) Kosh certainly was a busy boy today. Some of the things he said to
Talia was downright spooky. Some things that I picked up on, and would like
some input on, are:

"You must not listen to the Song, but to the Music."

I think that this meant that he was actually talking to ViCaR in his own
language. Since ViCaR is a bio-machine (cyborg?) recording device I'm sure
that he probably knows the Vorlon Language.

"...What's on that data crystal?" -Talia
"Reflection, confusion, terror. For the future."-Kosh
*shiver* -Me
What _does_ Kosh and the Vorlons have in store for us??  One thing that I
thought was really cool, was that I actually heard inflections in Kosh's
translated voice.

   4) ViCaR...Who made them? If it's old Earth slang to call them that then
we must have know about them for a while. Other than that head thing he/it
seemed to be very affluent with Earth culture, and almost human. Is this
why Kosh picked that particular ViCaR? Wow, a P23? I'm pretty sure that is
what he/it said. The way it was acting I was reminded of some old slapstick
comedians. I wouldn't have been surprised if he/it started spitting off one
liners...other than that weird stuff he and Kosh babbled at each other.

   5) How much of what Deathwalker said to Sinclair was true? Why are the
"Wind Swords" afraid of Sinclaire? DOES EVERYONE KNOW THERE's A HOLE IN HIS
MIND??? :) I wonder if the Minbari Assassin in "The Gathering" was a "Wind
Sword."

Comments:

I liked the Minbari ship, but I really didn't like the League ships.  They
seemed, I don't know, a little fake.

The relationship between Sinclair and Garibaldi is wonderful. I loved
seeing them just sitting in the Zocolo(sp?) talking, just like friends.
Either that Vorlon ship was HUGE or the Minbari ship was tiny!  But...Where
was her escort? Didn't Sinclair promise/order one?  Londo, as cool as
always. Can anything more be said about him?

Ack, that's all that I can think about at the moment. So many little things
buzzing around in my head. Bravo JMS! You take us one step forward and two
steps back with every episode.

Jas

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 02:41:35 GMT
From: gary@springfield.sfsu.edu (Gary Hoo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker: EEEVILL!  (spoilers)

wes5@midway.uchicago.edu writes:
>(SPOILERS galore)
>
>Another annoying thing: when the Vorlon ship came out of the jumpgate
>(which they kept on calling vortex for some reason in this episode) there
>weren't any Starfuries escorting Deathwalker's ship, thus making it
>convenient for the Vorlons to blow it away without accidentally destroying
>any humans and causing more of an incident.  Where were the escorts??
>Surely they weren't going to let her fly off on her lonesome?

This bothered me, too (and evidently a lot of other netters).  I can only
suppose that with the "secret" of Deathwalker's presence on the station no
longer a secret, and with Sinclair's resolution of the non-aligned worlds'
concerns, Sinclair thought that the ship could make its way safely to the
next gate all on its lonesome, where, if I remember correctly, an Earth
ship (large) would be waiting.

From the station to the jump gate, the ship could be protected by the
station's weapons.  I don't know whether the station was simply unprepared
to fight or the Minbari ship was out of range, but the Vorlons seemed to
have their attack timing down, didn't they?

BTW, you would think that there would be some way of locking those gates
before departure, wouldn't you?  Even ignoring the possibility of an attack
such as the Vorlons mounted, it would seem to be simple good sense to force
ships to register their intention of using a gate before they could make
their jump.  Some kind of exclusive locking mechanism would seem reasonable
- - with B5 being allowed limited "overrides" if feasible and necessary.
Otherwise I don't know how one would avoid some horrendous accidents.

>Note to whoever asked about what the vicar said when Talia mentioned her
>psi-ratings: he said he was a P23.  Dunno if that was the truth, but if it
>was, Kosh now has the knowledge of at least one major button of Talia's
>(the serial killer) and may use it somehow in the future...

As Sinclair himself said was the likely purpose of the whole charade.  

I'm confused by how the images surfaced in Talia's mind.  How did whoever
was tampering with her mind figure out what to dredge up?  How do you force
a person to think of what terrifies her most, particularly when she is
spending a lot of her energy wondering, "Just what the hell *are* they
talking about and why am I here?"  Is the ViCaR more than just a passive
recorder - and does it seriously have a P23 rating?  (That's what I heard,
but since Talia didn't react to the statement I thought it was a joke.)

gary@futon.sfsu.edu
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Date: 22 Apr 94 03:39:14 GMT
From: gary@springfield.sfsu.edu (Gary Hoo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Deathwalker" (spoilers)

mbr2@midway.uchicago.edu writes:
[one or two SPOILERS]
>[...] The successful non-violent action of the League rep's was something
>wonderful to behold - HUGE praise to the writers for that.  Sinclair's
>proposed compromise after the failed vote was very crafty - it allays
>mutual suspicions, probably serves to accelerate scientific work on the
>serum, lets everyone keep a close eye on Jha'Dur... and *leaves out* the
>Centauri, Narn, and Minbari, who have to swallow the outcome given their
>votes on the council.

The cynic in me wondered why the League accepted this compromise so
readily.  "What makes you think that you can keep her in custody long
enough for her not only to duplicate the formula, but also to stand trial?
Do you think the Narns won't be able to capture or to kill her as
efficiently as they publicized the 'secret' of her presence here?"

Also, this is the same Earth government that was trying to smuggle her off
the station without notifying anyone else.  How does Sinclair manage to
imbue this government with enough trustworthiness that the League is
willing to allow Deathwalker to be held in the stronghold of Earth
Alliance's power?

gary@futon.sfsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 04:16:29 GMT
From: mikey@nevada.edu (MIKE EVANS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker: EEEVILL!  (spoilers)

Diane Westerfield (wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu) wrote:
>(SPOILERS galore)
>Another annoying thing: when the Vorlon ship came out of the jumpgate
>(which they kept on calling vortex for some reason in this episode) there
>weren't any Starfuries escorting Deathwalker's ship, thus making it
>convenient for the Vorlons to blow it away without accidentally destroying
>any humans and causing more of an incident.  Where were the escorts??
>Surely they weren't going to let her fly off on her lonesome?

Deathwalker's ship was almost to the vortex.  It would have made sense for
the escort to have broken off and return to the station at or shortly
before that point, and another escort meet her on the other side of the
vortex (assuming it is impossible to attack a ship in hyperspace).  They
didn't expect anybody to come through the vortex just as her ship was about
to enter it, and the Vorlon ship had already destroyed her ship before they
could react...

Just a thought.

Diane Westerfield
wes5@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 05:44:01 GMT
From: larry@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Lawrence McNamara)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: DeathWalker questions (mi

JMS wrote:
>The Dilgar War was one of the first conflicts that the EA got into, soon
>after establishing a presence in space.  We mainly entered it to try and
>make a "rep" for ourselves, then got more morally involved when we saw
>what was going on.  That and the Minbari War are the only real major
>conflicts Earth has been involved with, and Earth was not directly at risk
>in the Dilgar war, though if they hadn't been stopped, that might have
>changed eventually.

   If that's the case, then I've got a few questions.

1. If the Dilgar were this hugely militant race, capable of laying waste to
whole planets, how did the Earth forces kick their butt so bad when a few
years later the Minbari came and jumped down Earth's throat?

2. I assume from what Deathwalker said that Earth Force and their allies
completely annihilated the Dilgar, home planet and all? Does this mean that
Earth participated in the total genocide of the Dilgar?

3. Who was the actress who played Deathwalker, I tried to read the credits,
but my antenna took the time to mess up at the time, she was awesome, and I
wouldn't be surprised to hear that the character of Deathwalker managed to
survive somehow. She would make a great villain.

Larry

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 07:33:17 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS or anyone else on B5 uniforms

   Yes and no.  All Earthforce uniforms in this division are blue; EA
marines are olive/brown; security and other NCO areas get grey.  Within
those areas, it's further subdivided, and is distinguishable by the
horizontal bars below the EA insignia.  Gold is command; silver is for
command staff.  (Ivanova, being in between, has a divided bar, half gold
and half silver.)  Red is medical, green is security.  Yellow is for
science division.  The rank bars are on the shoulder.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 07:33:19 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker Comments (Spoilers)

   Sinclair was taught by Jesuits...and as far as Kosh goes, better to have
him where you can see him, than not.  They *are* a powerful group, and it
wouldn't serve to ignore them.  We courted them for 10 years for a first
contact...and now we're stuck with them.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 08:02:22 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: question for JMS

   Nope, Jason Ironheart will not be seen again, insofar as I know.  I
don't like beings with that much power running around the plotline...
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 08:37:23 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Cliche in Deathwalker

   "It also adds another piece of miracle tech never to be seen again."
 
   Wrong.
 
   In point of fact, virtually *none* of the new tech stuff is just
gone...you'd be surprised what'll be showing up again down the road a
piece...

JMS

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 13:49:56 GMT
From: eaustin@ll.mit.edu (Eric J. Austin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Musings from My Garden. Deathwalker SPOILERS

Having just watched "Deathwalker", I kick off my shoes and wander out into
my rock garden for a little swimming and contemplative thought on things
great and small.

SPOILERS:

This was a fairly straightforward title, being simply the name of the major
guest star. "Deathwalker" does have a certain ring to it that most names do
not, but I would still prefer titles with a bit more depth behind them.

And speaking of Deathwalker, that is an interestingly figurative name to be
given to an enemy and war criminal. It is a name that adds power to War
Master Jha'dur, it names her as a thing to be feared as an almost
mythological creature and this diminishes the psychological opposition that
can be brought against her. To fight against an enemy is one thing, to
fight against Deathwalker must bring a certain amount of intimidation with
it. I am not a historian of WW II, but I believe that most of the German
leadership were the subject of ridicule and derision in the popular press.
Rommel was known as the Desert Fox, a complimentary but not particularly
fearsome name, but there was certainly nothing like "Deathwalker" given to
Hitler, Goring, Goebbels, Himmler, etc., thought it could certainly be said
that it would be deserved. To do so would have been to add to the enemy,
not detract. Perhaps the name Deathwalker was given to her after the Dilgar
had been defeated, but I had the impression that this was not the case.

My reference to WW II is, I think, appropriate since the theme of this
episode remind me most of the moral conflicts that arouse from the Nazi
"medical" experiments with prisoners in the concentration camps.  Jha'dur
was the Dr. Mengele of the Dilgar and her atrocities have brought forth the
promise of everlasting life. There was a debate in the medical community
about whether the results of the Nazi tests could be used for good
purposes, or whether they were so morally tainted that they should not be
used even if the information could be used to save lives now. I believe it
was decided that the information should not be used regardless of its
possible value. The EA was faced with a similar question, and appears to
have made the opposite decision.  I can't say that I find this reassuring.

I was a bit troubled by Jha'dur's revelation that the antiagathic required
the death of a person to obtain a critical ingredient. This makes it more
in the realm of magic than science to me. But one could argue that it is in
keeping with the events of "Soul Hunter" where the soul hunter certainly
had something in those glass balls. I am not too keen on this, but I would
say that B5 has established that there definitely is something ineffable
about sentient beings that, for lack of a real understanding, we call a
soul. This soul is real and it has measurable consequences like filling up
soul hunter balls and going into potions to prolong life. As I said, I
don't like it, but that seems to be the way it is so I will just have to
live with it.

BTW, for those of you who like connections to current society, the need for
"fresh souls" for the antiagathic might be viewed as a parallel to the use
of fetal brain cells for treatment of Parkinson's disease, or the black
market in kidneys that exists for people who need a new one. We may not be
far from the day when people are killed for what their organs (there is a
long waiting list for heart transplants) could bring to keep others alive.
While an antiagathic is a bit far fetched, the ideas behind this episode
are not.

I thought this was an excellent episode and it surpassed ATSFOS. My only
real nit is about the time scale. It seems that the whole thing takes place
in less than 2 days. There is nothing wrong with this per se, but the
ability of Franklin to analyze an unknown fluid and decide it is an
antiagathic, the various members of the League to get their ships in to
threaten B5 and the League scientists to analyze Franklin's data and come
to the same conclusion seems pretty amazing when compressed into less than
2 days. If Winters had said that Kosh came to her several days ago, rather
than yesterday, I would have been a bit more comfortable with this.

When we first saw the "conversation" between Kosh and Abbut, I wondered if
Abbut might not be either Vorlon or something closely related.  Now that we
know the truth (Ha! What a claim that is.) I think that the content of
their conversation was probably chosen specifically to elicit responses
from Winters. We only heard a few words of it, but I can imagine that Kosh
was basically exploring her mind by pricking it in various places and
looking for the response. In addition, the seeming meaninglessness of the
conversation probably bored her so that she was, in a sense, leaving her
mind open without being distracted by concentrating on doing her job. Thus,
her defenses were probably down.  I think Kosh gave her a clue to this with
his comment about listening to the music, not the song. The song might be
seen as the words that purport to give specific meaning, while the music is
the background that flows along and gives structure to the arrangement of
the words. Thus, Kosh told her that the words themselves were not
important, it was the overall structure that was important. Of course,
neither Winters nor I understood this until it was too late.

I am inclined to think that Kosh was interested not just in things that
might be used against Winters in the future, but also in determining how
much she might have learned about Vorlons from Lyta Alexander. The Vorlons
have to assume that any information that was obtained by Kyle and Alexander
was distributed to others. I seriously doubt whether they would, or even
should, trust in doctor/patient privilege or whatever regulations cover the
Psi Corps regarding confidentiality. If Kosh could learn what Winters
knows, that might give him a clue what was learned while he was in the
medlab and it might change the way he deals with the EA. Of course, our
best evidence suggests that Winters knows nothing about Kosh other than
what she has seen herself, so this part of Kosh's fishing expedition may
have failed.

I am a bit surprised that Abbut did not have any detectable thoughts.  I
did not have the impression that his intelligence was entirely machine
based so I would expect that there would be some thoughts for her to read.

Any ideas what the "hour of scampering" and the "hour of longing" are? I
guess Winters was able to figure it out since she showed up on time, but I
never did.

Even the Wind Swords know about Sinclair and fear what he could
do/become/say/think/lead/?. And they blab about it to Deathwalker.  If
Sinclair is a real threat to the Minbari, why not just get rid of him.
Perhaps the Grey Council has a reason for keeping him around, but given the
conflict apparent between the Wind Swords and the Grey Council, why don't
the WS do him in themselves? Do they also have a use for Sinclair and is it
the same as what the GC intends? Or does Delenn also play the role of
bodyguard to make sure the WS do not kill Sinclair?

I was pleased that Sinclair did not know what an antiagathic is. There is
no particular reason why he should know, and it is annoying to have
characters who always know everything.

Can a star go nova without giving sufficient warning that a space faring
race has time to escape? I would have expected that certain warning signs
would be seen first. Any astronomers care to comment?

I found Londo's comment, "All's well that ends well," after the Vorlons
killed Deathwalker to be interesting. It seems that Londo was not looking
forward to a universe of immortality. G'Kar, on the other hand was
distressed to get it and use it to advantage for the Narn.

I am not sure that the Vorlons really killed Jha'dur to keep us from
gaining immortality. I think they might have killed her to keep us from
having to make the devil's bargain that immortality required. They were
more concerned for our souls and did not think that we could survive the
test that her promise presented. There is no question in my mind that the
Vorlons are far beyond the other races, including the Minbari. The Minbari
are advanced enough to recognize this, the EA has potential and the Narns
and Centauri don't really have a clue.

Sinclair had made a big deal about escorting Deathwalker to the jump gate
but then there were no Starfuries around when she actually left. I presume
that this was because everyone had come to a general agreement to let her
go to earth and continue her work, thus the threat was passed. Still, it
seems a bit sloppy not to have some sort of escort. I don't think the
Vorlon's would have had any problem at all picking out her ship and
blasting it from the middle of a whole squadron of Starfuries, much less
just a few, so having an escort would not have stopped them at all. I think
I would have preferred to see a couple of Furies flanking her ship when it
was destroyed.

It was implied in Sinclair's discussion about escorts that there was no
need to have an escort while in hyperspace. Does this mean that it is
impossible to use weapons in hyperspace?

G'Kar is a real schemer and is always jockeying for position. Even in
voting against the trial of Deathwalker, he managed to do it in a way that
he could pretend to be innocent and cast aspersions on the Centauri.

It seems that G'Kar has an agent in the security forces in B5 who informed
him that the EA was about to move Deathwalker. I expect we will hear more
about this.

Garibaldi was the only one who really questioned why Deathwalker would
offer her formula to the EA. I know Sinclair was under orders, be he still
seemed too willing to go along and believe her promise. Franklin stated
that it would take years for the EA to replicate her work without her help.
It would seem that a few years was more than they, and Sinclair, were
willing to wait. Garibaldi goes up a notch in my eyes while Sinclair
wavers.

I presume the EA and the other races will continue to do research on
antiagathics using Franklin's notes, but there is no reason to think they
will succeed within the timeframe of this show. It would be nice, however,
to hear at some point that some progress was made and they cured the common
cold or warts or something as a result of this work.

Lennier's line about secrets long kept was a good one and well delivered.

Winters was assigned to scan a murder suspect. I thought this was against
Psi Corps regulations. Can anyone clarify?

I was amused to see that the B5 universe has real flying saucers.

I noticed that Na'Toth was addressed as "Miss" once. I don't think I would
have been willing to risk that.

Eric J. Austin
eaustin@ll.mit.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Bester (5 msgs) & Brust (13 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 05:39:34 GMT
From: russgold@netaxs.com (Russell Gold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alfred Bester

DOUGLAS P CUMMINGS (dpc@gas.uug.arizona.edu) wrote:
>In all these lists piling up about everyone's favorite authors and
>recommendations, I keep being totally amazed that the work of Alfred
>Bester does not appear more often. In my opinion, he's one of the greatest
>writers ever (check out his first two sf novels THE DEMOLISHED MAN and THE
>STARS MY DESTINATION, and most of his short stories like FONDLY FAHRENHEIT
>and TIME IS THE TRAITOR).
>
>Any thoughts?

Sure; how do you find his books?  I mostly agree with you; however, I read
_The Stars My Destination_ nearly 20 years ago and have not been able to
find it since - and I have been checking old book stores. How can you
expect any comments on his works when they are not in print?  The only
Bester books I now own are _The Demolished Man_ and _The Dark Side of the
Earth_. I await any suggestions on how to acquire the rest! ;-)

Russell Gold
russgold@netaxs.com
russgold@aol.com   

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 12:47:52 GMT
From: avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com (Al von Ruff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alfred Bester

russgold@netaxs.com (Russell Gold) writes:
>Sure; how do you find his books?  I mostly agree with you; however, I read
>_The Stars My Destination_ nearly 20 years ago and have not been able to
>find it since - and I have been checking old book stores. 

I have had exactly the same problem. 

I have been combing used bookstores for the last 6 months looking for
anything by Bester. So far I have found exactly one book: _Starlight: The
Great Short Fiction of Alfred Bester_. I finally broke down and borrowed
_The Demolished Man_ and _The Stars My Destination_ from a fellow co-worker
(who likewise found his copies several years ago in a used bookstore).

In a nearly related topic: how many readers have noticed the influence of
Bester's _The Stars My Destination_ on Simmon's _Hyperion_?  (Subtle hint
#1: The deathbed of Keats is described in both works.)

Al von Ruff
Motorola Microcomputer Division
Urbana Design Center
1101 East University Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801 USA
avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 19:00:08 GMT
From: lawrencet5@aol.com (LawrenceT5)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alfred Bester

The Demolished Man and The Stars My Destination are two of the best
written, most thought provoking works in SF history.

Larry

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 22:41:00 GMT
From: alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alfred Bester

Douglas P Cummings wrote:
> Any thoughts?

Yeah, what do you think of _Golem 100_?  Definitely one of the weirdest
book of the century.

Alfred Bester has always been my favourite - story-wise his books rank even
above Philip Dick's best novels - but his works have always been hard to
obtain, at least here.

alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 17:27:43 GMT
From: bobm@ingres.com (Bob McQueer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alfred Bester

hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty) writes:
>>Yeah, what do you think of _Golem 100_?  Definitely one of the
>>weirdest book of the century.
>
> The cruelest parody of Bester ever written, with all his worst traits
> from cuteness to cruelty stretched to the absolute limit.  (As
> *Slapstick* was the cruelest Vonnegut parody and *Children of the
> Thunder* the cruelest Brunner parody.)

What, then, do you make of "The Deceivers"?  Far worse, IMO.  The thing
which annoyed me about G100 was that it was half a book - Bester came up
with a wonderful setting, which he unfortunately used to tell the most
incredibly awful non-story imaginable.  At any rate, stuff he did a couple
decades earlier was so much better.  The "weirdness" in G100 included some
stuff I liked, even though it was so calculatedly outrageous - licensed
necrophiliacs, the black KKK, and so on.  If only the Guff had been used as
a backdrop for a decent story.

"Children of the Thunder" was a miss (silly story, and you figured out the
ending long before you got there), but there is worse Brunner, also.  Need
I say more than "Players at the Game of People"?

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 23:55:55 GMT
From: jek133@cac.psu.edu (Josh Kaderlan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust:  Vlad Possibility

John J. Palmer  <palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com> wrote:
>jek133@cac.psu.edu (Josh Kaderlan) wrote:
>> really cool weapon (I especially like the scene where Vlad wanders
>> around, absentmindedly destroying buildings left and right), but it sure
>
>Waitaminute, waitaminute, I don't remember that part, which book was that
>in?

*Teckla*, I believe, since...  [spoilers for *Teckla* follow]

...it was just after Vlad and Cawti had had a fight about her helping the
Easterners and the Teckla revolt against the Empire.  Vlad's wandering
about the city, swinging Spellbreaker against buildings, watching it
destroy the spells that were holding them up.

Josh

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 00:12:20 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad C. D'Amour Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Devera's father

I've read and re-read _Agyar_ several times, now, and there's no mention in
it of anyone who is clearly Devera. In fact, I don't think there are any
female children at all...

If she's in there, Steve Brust is far too subtle for me...

It's possible that _Agyar_, being a completely different sort of story,
just "doesn't count" for some reason. Is Devera in _Cowboy Feng's_? Or _The
Sun the Moon and the Stars_? (Which I _still_ haven't managed to find. I'm
kicking myself for not buying it when it first came out (wasn't into Brust
then...))

I'm not sure how Paarfi's reference plays out. Maybe that should count.
Don't know.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 03:01:31 GMT
From: falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu (Fred A Haskell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After (spoilers)

KAMCISAA@ELECTRICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac) writes:
>Can you at least tell us if that darn narrative style was dropped in
>favour of the good ol' first person?  I mean, what is the use of reading
>about Vlad if you can't hear him tell Loiosh to shut up every two
>paragraphs?

Sorry you didn't like the viewpoint in Athyra.  Personally, I rather liked
getting the chance to see Vlad from the outside, and didn't quite believe
Steve when he told me he had been getting flack about it.  Ah well, I guess
that's what makes horseraces.

To answer, yes and no.  Orca is written in a first-person viewpoint (I
believe it's called [Patrick?  is that the technical term for it?]).
However, the narrator of the book (the viewpoint character) is not Vlad.
But on the other hand, about half the chapters are Vlad telling this person
the events which happened to him, which is very close, although not
identical, to the feel when Vlad is the narrator of a book.  So you get to
read some of the conversations between Loiosh and Vlad, yes...

What's the use?  I guess mileage varies.  Myself, I like the fact that
Steve gets bored more rapidly than I do, and that he's therefore always
setting himself at least one new challenge when he sits down to write "the
next" book.  The series aren't just so much sausage that gets sliced
whenever there's enough to fill a book (which seems to be the way so many
series books are these days) - there's something new and different every
time, even though it's a more-or-less continuing story about continuing
characters.  I also love his sense of humor and whimsy, which gets
expressed in more places than just the interchanges between Vlad and
Loiosh.  And I think he's pretty good at basic "words together."  And...
Well, there's a lot I like about Steve's writing.

Fred A. Levy Haskell
falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 05:33:29 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics: Spellbreaker

nathan@ftp.health.org (Nathan Bardsley) writes:
>We also know that Spellbreaker can be used to travel between different
>places.  This was in the short story Steve wrote for Ad Astra the year he
>was GoH.  It's set years after =Athyra=.

No, *we* don't know it, because *I*'ve never even heard of that?

Is it available somewhere?

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 15:55:30 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

mfterman@tucson.Princeton.EDU writes:
> Wrong. Vernoi is a Phoenix, after all, his wife is the Phoenix heir, and
> they can hardly have a crossbreed being the Phoenix heir, at least yet.
> :)

   I don't recall which book said it, I've been rereading most of them, but
one said that: regardless of parentage, a Dragaeran is a Phoenix if a
phoenix flies over at the time of the child's birth, and no other way.
   Doesn't quite reconcile with the comment: we'll worry about Zerika being
the only Phoenix in 100,000 years or so when we the cycle gets back there.
That was in a Vlad book, _Taltos_, I believe.
   If that first statement is in _500YA_, how do we know if it's fact or
hyperbole?  Can anyone else remember where it is?

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 16:17:32 GMT
From: star@mcs.com (Samantha Star Straf)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics: Three Musketeers

Not sure were to mention this cause it's really not sf.written but Tor has
released The Threee Musketeers with intro by Steven Brust.  A wonderful
translation.  Tor paperback ISBN 0-812-53602-9.

Samantha Star Straf
star@mcs.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 17:06:45 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics: Three Musketeers

star@MCS.COM (Samantha Star Straf) writes:
>Not sure were to mention this cause it's really not sf.written but Tor has
>released The Threee Musketeers with intro by Steven Brust.  A wonderful
>translation. Tor paperback ISBN 0-812-53602-9.

Gee, I'm glad someone noticed.  The release is part of our
classics-for-kids program, many of which have introductions by SF and
fantasy writers, like Jane Yolen or Joe Haldeman.

The translation we used was, in fact, provided by Steve; it dates from the
late 19th century, and neither our researches nor his have come up with the
name of the translator.  However, it was originally published by Little,
Brown in the 1880s, and more than anything else it's the origin of Paarfi's
style.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 23:33:05 GMT
From: dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Devera's father

<SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA> wrote:
>(anyone else want to know if a Lavode is a Drageran animal?);

I don't think a Lavode is a Dragerean animal.  The Lavodes were an elite
group of warriors at one point and that is the only other reference I
can think of to the term Lavode.  (Than, of course, Sethra Lavode.)

Now, the interesting question: is Sethra Lavode's house ever specified?
(How about Sethra the younger?)  I've always thought she was a Dragon,
since her friends seemed to be (primarily) from that house, and she seemed
to take an interest in that house's politics.  (A Phoenix seems unlikely; a
Dzur would either have been killed, or died of boredom by now; Jhereg,
Lyorn, Orca and T eckla are all right out; she's too straight forward for
Yendi - or is running a REALLY deep and long plan (I kind of like that idea
- - it is her plots that have been running the empire for the last (however
many) years); a Hawk (since they are often sorcerors) is not impossible,
but, she seems to helpful; and we don't really know the other houses well
enough to eliminate them.)

David
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 03:02:23 GMT
From: jek133@cac.psu.edu (Josh Kaderlan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

Sean Eric Fagan <sef@kithrup.com> wrote:
>No.  Kragar says that nobody would listen to him give orders, so he told
>them all to jump off of Deathsgate Falls.  Vlad then comments that that
>*last* is a lie - because he knows Kragar was drummed out.
>
>So does Aliera, incidently.

Well, I just finished re-reading *Taltos*, and when Vlad and Kragar team up
for their first job together, Kragar says that one of the conditions of his
contract is that he never be required to give an order.  So (I'll
contradict myself here, hypothetically) Kragar may well have been drummed
out of the Dragon for the reason he gives.  But I could have sworn that
Vlad said he was lying.  Gotta go check the books...

Josh

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 04:22:04 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

jek133@cac.psu.edu (Josh Kaderlan) writes:
>So (I'll contradict myself here, hypothetically) Kragar may well have been
>drummed out of the Dragon for the reason he gives.  But I could have sworn
>that Vlad said he was lying.  Gotta go check the books...

*sigh*

Saying almost exactly what I said before, only with the quote this time:

Bottom of page 129 of my copy of _Jhereg_:

   "That's why I never made it as a Dragonlord.  I'd give an
   order in the middle of a battle and no one would pay any
   attention.  They gave me so much trouble over it that I
   finally told 'em all to jump off Deathgate Falls."

   I nodded and let it pass.  That last part, I knew was a lie.
   He hadn't left the House of the Dragon on his own; he'd been
   expelled.

Kragar is, for all intents and purposes, nearly invisible.  If he gave an
order during a battle, he would quite likely not be heard.  And a Dragon
who couldn't function in battle (he's not going to be much use in a battle
as a soldier, either, because he wouldn't be noticed to give orders *to*,
and, worse from the Dragon perspective, anyone he killed would be caught
unawares, which they don't approve of), and the only thing to do with him,
then, is kick him out of the house.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 09:08:11 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

 <parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu> wrote:
>one [book] said that: regardless of parentage, a Dragaeran is a Phoenix
>if a phoenix flys over at the time of the childs birth, and no other way.
	
   I read that statement as saying that, to be a Phoenix, you have to be
born of Phoenix parents *and* have a phoenix fly over your house when you
are born, not just that anyone who has the phoenix flyover gets to be in
the House of the Phoenix.

   Given that, I have to wonder how the House survived as long as it did. I
have these recurring images of animal handlers stationed outside the house
where a Phoenix lady is in labor, awaiting the signal to let their captured
phoenixes loose...

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu
goldfarb@UCBOCF.BITNET   
goldfarb@soda.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 18:53:34 GMT
From: Elistan+@cmu.edu (Mark Alan Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: Spellbreaker

Graydon@QUCDN.QueensU.CA writes:
>This is a good argument for it being Serioli, actually - who else could
>manage to 'enchant' something that eats magic? (Spellbreaker almost has to
>be the product of pre-empire sorcery, in other words, unless of course the
>Serioli use yet a fourth system.)

   We already know what Spellbreaker is.  In _Phoenix_ they say that it's
"gold phoenix stone" which has the natural property of blocking socery,
just as "black phoenix stone" has the natural property of blocking psychic
activity.

   However - Spellbreaker *does* seem to be enchanted in some way.  It
can't be through sorcery, can it?  Pre-empire sorcery, maybe?  Something we
haven't encountered yet?  (Hey, what was before the Jenoine? (Is that how
it's spelled?))

Mark Lang
elistan+@cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 22:09:32 GMT
From: falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu (Fred A Haskell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

I've lately been forwarding some of this stuff on to Steve.  He's been
finding it interesting, and had this to say.

Steven Brust said:

>Please pass on the following, specifically to Martin Terman:
> 
>The screw-up with Vernoi's sex is a screw-up, and I don't know how I
>managed it; it was one of the (few) things I actually had figured out
>ahead of time.  In any case, I was wrong in TALTOS and right in 500 YEARS.
>The "screw-up" with Spellbreaker was deliberate; look at what happens to
>Vlad during TALTOS, and consider how his memory is going to play tricks on
>him.  (And the "screw-up" that will be appearing in ORCA concerning how
>Vlad lost his finger is also deliberate; Vlad is not a terribly honest
>fellow.)  But you've impressed me a great deal with your analysis of the
>missing Dragon-Jhereg war in 500 YEARS AFTER.  Yep.  Paarfi doesn't give a
>rat's ass for the Jhereg, and refuses to consider the possibility that
>Adron harboured one, which, in any case, he's heard only as rumors.  The
>romance with Mario is more-or-less real; Aliera's words on the subject are
>true if you look at them in a certain light.  And I, quite honestly, don't
>know *where* the "other Phoenix" idea came from.  Sometimes those
>characters just say things, and I feel obligated to let them talk, even
>though I know they're spouting nonsense.  <g>
> 
>P.S.: ORCA is slotted for May of '95

So now you know.....

Fred A. Levy Haskell
falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu
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Date: 22 Apr 94 01:08:56 GMT
From: emma@kanpai.stanford.edu (Emma Pease)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu (Fred A Haskell) writes:
>I've lately been forwarding some of this stuff on to Steve.  He's been
>finding it interesting, and had this to say:

...interesting stuff... 

It seems it is time to reread the earlier books again now that I've just
finished 500 Years After.  I have some rather strong suspicions about
Vlad's mother but want to muster some evidence first before making a fool
of myself.

The Author's note at the end of 500 Years After is amusing; I wonder if any
allusions to Patrick O'Brian and his writings will show up in Orca
(assuming the O'Brian, Brust was referring to is the sea writing one).

Emma Pease
emma@csli.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 01:17:31 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Spellbreaker

Mark Alan Lang <Elistan+@CMU.EDU> writes:
>We already know what Spellbreaker is.  In _Poenix_ they say that it's
>"gold phoenix stone" which has the natural property of blocking sorcery,
>just as "black phoenix stone" has the natural property of blocking psychic
>activity.

(BTW, while I was looking for this quote, I found out when Khaavren
resigns, and Sethra Lavode takes over.  This will undoubtedly be featured
prominently in one of the upcoming Khaavren Romances.  Neat :).)

Page 209, _Phoenix_

   ``There is more to that chain than I know,'' [Sethra] said.
   But I think we are able to determine one thing now.  It is
   not, in fact, made of gold.  It is made of gold Phoenix
   stone.''

As I, and others, have been saying, we do not know what Spellbreaker is.
We know that it is made, at least partially, of gold Phoenix stone, and
that is (all or part of) how it is able to stop spells.  (I don't think
that's all, because I wouldn't think it could break spells it just brushed
up against, then.  But that's just idle speculation.)  We also know that it
is able to heal a fairly major cut on Vlad's hand when in the presence of
Verra.

The Orb appears to be made of some sort of crystal.  Blackwand appears to
be made of black steel.  And Iceflame appears to be made (like the Orb) of
crystal.

Simply knowing what it is made of doesn't give one any idea of what it
*is*.

As Sethra said, there is more to Spellbreaker than we know.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 07:22:54 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Devera's father

dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs) writes:
>Now, the interesting question - is Sethra Lavode's house ever specified?
>(How about Sethra the younger?)
 
*SPOILERS for :Five Hundred Years After: and :Taltos:*
 
Sethra talks to a Dzur and describes another Dzur as telling her things
that one would not ordinarily tell someone outside one's own House; on the
other hand, Morrolan describes her as a Dzurlord in :Taltos:.
 
Coupled with Parfi's description of her arms (which are so old that no one
can read the motto on the copies old enough to preserve the motto!) as
being a dragon's head and a dzur's claw, the obvious conclusion is that
Sethra is a Dragon/Dzur cross.  No one cares, of course - Sethra is Sethra.
 
Sethra the Younger is a Dragon - she wanted to be Warlord, after all and
Parfi gives 'Lavode' as being a Serioli word meaning either 'of mountains'
or 'flexible' (I think; I remember the first exactly, but not the last, and
it's an annoyance to find) but that isn't conclusive.  Sethra has, after
all, been around for a quarter of a million years and her name could quite
easily have worked its way into the Serioli language (and both the given
meaning suite her quite well.)
 
So it's still a bit of an open question as to what Sethra's House
affiliation is, I think.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 17:16:53 GMT
From: palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com (John J. Palmer )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: Elder Race Name ?

Looking through the various posts today, I saw someone mention the elder
Jenoine race that genetically eng'd the Dragaerans. This is the name I
remember from Jhereg. But everyone else is talking of them as the Serioli.
Does 500YA yield the answer to this name change? I assume they are the same
group?

John J. Palmer
MDA-SSD M&P
palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com
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Date: 22 Apr 94 18:52:53 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Devera's father

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA writes:
>*spoilers for :Five Hundred Years After: and :Taltos:*
>
>Coupled with Parfi's description of her arms (which are so old that no one
>can read the motto on the copies old enough to preserve the motto!) as
>being a dragon's head and a dzur's claw, the obvious conclusion is that
>Sethra is a Dragon/Dzur cross.  No one cares, of course - Sethra is
>Sethra.

Well, something to bear in mind is that Sethra Lavode has been around long
enough that the other Houses may have changed since.

Vlad describes her, in _Taltos_ I think, as having the features of both a
Dzur and a Dragon.

>So it's still a bit of an open question as to what Sethra's House
>affiliation is, I think.

Face it.  She predates the Houses.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 19:15:29 GMT
From: will@hal9000.jpl (Will Duquette)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Elder Race Name ?

palmer@ssdgwy.mdc.com (John J. Palmer ) writes:
> Looking through the various posts today, I saw someone mention the elder
> Jenoine race that genetically eng'd the Dragaerans. This is the name I
> remember from Jhereg. But everyone else is talking of them as the
> Serioli.  Does 500YA yield the answer to this name change? I assume they
> are the same group?

The Jenoine genetically engineerd the Dragaerans, among other activities.
So far as anyone knows, there are no Jenoine left; they all went away.

The Serioli are a completely separate group, some of whom were still around
at the time of _The Phoenix Guards_; they may have survived into Vlad's
time.  The Serioli are the makes of Morganti weapons, among other things.

Will Duquette 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory
will@hal9000.jpl.nasa.gov
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Date: 22 Apr 94 23:01:46 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Devera's father

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>Well, something to bear in mind is that Sethra Lavode has been around long
>enough that the other Houses may have changed since.
>
>Vlad describes her, in _Taltos_ I think, as having the features of both a
>Dzur and a Dragon.
 
Hence my suspicion that she's a half breed.  (Parfi's comments in FHYA
could be taken as dancing around this point when he's discussing her
lineage block.)
 
The organization of the Houses certainly could have, but I don't see how
the genetic makeup of any house could have, except the Jhereg mish-mash.
 
>>So it's still a bit of an open question as to what Sethra's House
>>affiliation is, I think.
>
>Face it.  She predates the Houses.
 
Sethra predates the formal existence of Houses within the Empire, yes.
Sethra is a Drageran, however, and the basis of the Houses is genetic, so
it is a meaningful question to ask what House Sethra belongs to, both in
genetic terms (Dragon, Dzur, Dragon/Dzur crossbreed, and member of an
otherwise extinct tribe being the candidates there; I favour the later two,
probably the halfbreed), and in terms of the present political system in
the Empire.
 
Sethra has been Warlord - so, was she the only non-Dragon warlord, have
there been other non-Dragon Warlords, or was she then a member of the House
of the Dragon?
 
Sethra is announced as 'Sethra Lavode, Baroness of Dzur Mountain and
Evirons' more than once - therefor, she is a noble and has a place in the
Empire's formal feudal structure.  Which House?
 
If there _is_ a precedent for Houseless nobility, that might be important
to Vlad, who doesn't want to stay in the Jhereg, but has no where else to
go.
 

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 00:45:20 GMT
From: emma@kanpai.stanford.edu (Emma Pease)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Sethra Lavode (was Devera's father)

SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA writes:
>Sethra predates the formal existence of Houses within the Empire, yes.
>Sethra is a Drageran, however, and the basis of the Houses is genetic, so
>it is a meaningful question to ask what House Sethra belongs to, both in
>genetic terms (Dragon, Dzur, Dragon/Dzur crossbreed, and member of an
>otherwise extinct tribe being the candidates there; I favour the later
>two, probably the halfbreed), and in terms of the present political system
>in the Empire.

From 500YA, we learn that most of the Lavodes are either Dragons or Dzur
which seems to confirm a connection to one or the other or both.

>Sethra has been Warlord - so, was she the only non-Dragon warlord, have
>there been other non-Dragon Warlords, or was she then a member of the
>House of the Dragon?
>
>Sethra is announced as 'Sethra Lavode, Baroness of Dzur Mountain and
>Evirons' more than once - therefor, she is a noble and has a place in the
>Empire's formal feudal structure.  Which House?

I suspect dragon.  In Jhereg she is wearing a dragon pin which we learn in
one of the books all dragons wear with the eye jewels indicating what line
(unfortunately I don't have the book with me to write down which jewels are
in her dragon).  I admit this only implies that she is dragon.  Evidence
against would be that she is never given a dragon lineage name (e'Kieron,
e'Baritt, e'Lanya).  She is also very close to a fair number of dragons
such as Adron and Aliera and when a dragon/jhereg war seems possible in
Jhereg, there is a definite implication that she will be fighting on the
dragon side.  However this only indicates her current status, her genetic
status is still mysterious (and also why is she so long lived).

On a slightly different tack, since it is possible to fight one's way into
the Dzur house (by defeating 17 picked champions) what is the status of,
let us say, a dragon who becomes a dzur.  Is she a dzur, a dragon, or both?
I suspect Sethra would have no trouble fighting her way into the Dzur if
she wanted to.

>If there _is_ a precedent for Houseless nobility, that might be important
>to Vlad, who doesn't want to stay in the Jhereg, but has no where else to
>go.

I think Vlad has more important things to worry about.  I believe
(extracting from a conversation, about the Phoenix Guards and whether
Jhereg could join, that Vlad has with Aliera(?)) that not all Jhereg are
involved in the 'business' so Vlad could fall into that category.

Btw, in rereading Phoenix, I noticed two things.  (1) Cawti is reading
Paarfi's histories. (2) Vlad makes a reference to the Lyorn Daro, Countess
of Whitecliff (when returning from the island after being rescued).  Is
Daro a Tiassa (who likes dressing like a Lyorn) as in 500YA or a Lyorn?  I
can imagine Vlad making a mistake but not if she is married to a certain
well known Tiassa.

Emma

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 02:14:31 GMT
From: polowin@chem.queensu.ca (Joel Polowin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>Possible spoilers for Brust books continue.
>
>Paarfi spends much time saying that this isn't quite an historical
>romance, because his facts are correct, and it not a history, because
>dialog and timing are recreated.  He makes numerous aversions to having
>all the facts straight and gives examples where specific 'histories' are
>wrong because they didn't look at all the sources he did.

It's clear that Paarfi's description of the botched elder-sorcery spell
that ultimately led to Adron's Disaster can't be correct.

After all, we *know* that the Cycle hadn't turned, as Zerika became Empress
later.  The Orb could therefore not have attached itself to Adron, leading
to the mess as Adron's spell tried to work against itself.

Joel
polowin@silicon.chem.queensu.ca
polowin@chem.queensu.ca
polowinj@qucdn.queensu.ca
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Date: 24 Apr 94 06:06:28 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz) writes:
>On the other hand, it is sort of odd to think that the cycle went from
>Phoenix to Dragon to Phoenix during the disaster.

The Cycle was interrupted.  Strongly.  The Orb was removed from the plane
of existance it normally resided on.

The Cycle began with the first Emperor, Zerika of the House Phoenix.

The Cycle resumed with Zerika II, of the House Phoenix.

Before Zerika I, there was no Orb, and no Cycle.

Before Zerika II, there was no Orb, and no Cycle.

Do you begin to see a resemblance there?

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 15:26:45 GMT
From: polowin@chem.queensu.ca (Joel Polowin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz) writes:
>sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>>   I have no idea how you reached that conclusion.
>
>In 500YA there were eyewitnesses to the relevent events who survived, so
>it is possible that the account is true.  On the other hand, it is sort of
>odd to think that the cycle went from Phoenix to Dragon to Phoenix during
>the disaster.  At least, that's the only time it has been said to go
>backwards, although maybe that's the way it happens on every great cycle;
>have to wait for the next one and see.

I'll concede the possibility that, as Sean suggests, the Interregnum
essentially resets the Cycle to the Phoenix phase, though there's something
about the concept that bothers me.

>By the way, I'm worried because the Dumasesq writing style seems less
>obtrusive to me after a few rereadings.  Don't tell Steven.

Don't worry about it unless you find yourself *writing* in that style,
without really noticing it until it's pointed out to you.

>Oh, and one other thing: Maybe Devera is Barlan's daughter.  There's
>precident, after all.

According to Steven's comments over on the Fido SF echo a year or two ago,
Kieron is Devera's father.  No hints on how this comes to be, of course.

And (as suggested by someone on Fido, agreed with by Steven), Aliera's
relationship with Mario is ongoing.  We apparently just missed seeing him
in _Jhereg_, near the end when Vlad visits Aliera and finds her in fine
spirits and very relaxed.

Joel
polowin@silicon.chem.queensu.ca
polowin@chem.queensu.ca
polowinj@qucdn.queensu.ca
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Date: 24 Apr 94 18:41:49 GMT
From: dhawk@netcom.com (David Hawkins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

Joel Polowin <polowin@chem.queensu.ca> wrote:
>I'll concede the possibility that, as Sean suggests, the Interregnum
>essentially resets the Cycle to the Phoenix phase, though there's
>something about the concept that bothers me.

Nope. In 500 Years After the point is made that Adron wasn't going to
succeed because it was only just now that the cycle had gone to the Dragon
with the clear inference that it had been Phoenix up to this point.

David Hawkins
dhawk@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 13:42:55 GMT
From: dhawk@netcom.com (David Hawkins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Sethra L's House.

Ron <rsm58307@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu> wrote:
>in 500YA there is a sentence in which Paarfi refers to Sethra and Aliera
>as "the two dragons". I'll try and find it.

In Taltos [Vlad's first visit to Dzur Mountain], her servant, Chaz, is
wearing a dragon emblem. [page 23 or so?]. When Morrolon and Vlad get to
Deathgate Falls, we find out that Sethra went over at the Dzur marker, not
the Dragon marker, but who knows what that means?

David Hawkins
dhawk@netcom.com
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Date: 25 Apr 94 17:49:59 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Jhereg/500 Years After - question

polowin@chem.queensu.ca (Joel Polowin) writes:
>It's clear that Paarfi's description of the botched elder-sorcery spell
>that ultimately led to Adron's Disaster can't be correct.
> 
>After all, we *know* that the Cycle hadn't turned, as Zerika became
>Empress later.  The Orb could therefore not have attached itself to Adron,
>leading to the mess as Adron's spell tried to work against itself.

   There is what's known as a great cycle every seventeen cycles where a
Phoenix follows a decadent Phoenix.  Adron belived this to be the end of a
normal cycle where a Dragon will follow a Phoenix, it ended up being the
end of a great cycle.  No paradox.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 19:26:32 GMT
From: jwallace@ctc.ctc.edu (Jim Wallace)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: Animals of the Cycle

In 1987, Tor books published a series of game books called Crossroads (TM)
Adventures, by Architects Adventure.  _Dzurlord_ was set "in the world of
Steven Brust's Jhereg", and included a brief introduction by SZKB, in which
he described the animals of the cycle.

Much as I'd like to reproduce that intro. here, Saul's recent (and
appropriate) comments on copyright make me think twice.

Teaser:

"The chreotha is a large foxlike creature, whose saliva can be used to
build a web strong enough to ensnare a Dzur, and, sometimes, a Dragon.  The
Chreotha represents the trap."  Hmmm... sounds rather like Chalker's
Chozen.

Jim Wallace
Everett Community College
Everett, WA
jwallace@ctc.ctc.edu
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Date: 23 Apr 94 00:20:00 GMT
From: st4pi@rosie.uh.edu (Salinas, Nancy A.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Rendezvous With Rama, Rama II, Garden Of Rama, Rama Revealed

   There were too many articles to go through to find out if anyone keeps
up with the Rama series and I don't know how to use that search command or
whatever.
   So I have decided to seek out any avid readers of Clarke's Rama books
because I am currently reading GARDEN OF RAMA, RAMA REVEALED came out a
couple of months ago and I want to talk to whoever has been keeping up
because sometimes I want to talk about what's going on, exchange
viewpoints, whatever.  

Nancy
st4pi@jetson.uh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 19:54:03 GMT
From: felicityg@aol.com (Felicity G)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Louise Cooper's INDIGO

Are there any fans of Louise Cooper's INDIGO series out there? I thought
you might like to know that the 8th and final book, AISLING, is now out. I
have not started it yet but I will probably read it over the next few days.
If there is interest, I will post a review.

I read Cooper's TIME MASTER trilogy quite some time ago, and I remember
liking it. There is a second trilogy that follows on from that one. Has
anyone read it, and do you recommend it?

felicityg@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 08:08:02 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Louise Cooper's INDIGO

felicityg@aol.com (Felicity G) writes:
>Are there any fans of Louise Cooper's INDIGO series out there? I thought
>you might like to know that the 8th and final book, AISLING, is now out. I
>have not started it yet but I will probably read it over the next few
>days. If there is interest, I will post a review.

I've read it; it does wrap things up nicely *and* leave room for sequels at
the same time, which is a neat trick if you can do it.

>I read Cooper's TIME MASTER trilogy quite some time ago, and I remember
>liking it. There is a second trilogy that follows on from that one. Has
>anyone read it, and do you recommend it?

Yes, I've read both; I enjoyed the first one immensely ("Law wins out over
Chaos and remakes the world in its image" gets old after a while); the
second trilogy is *different* but still quite enjoyable (since this is
after the balancing, representatives of both pantheons are available, and
interact, for instance).

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 13:42:10 GMT
From: mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk (Saint Erroneous)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Louise Cooper's INDIGO

The indigo books have their moments - I quite enjoyed them but they don't
seem to come up to the standards of the Time Master books.  Basically,
although Indigo screws up occasionally, she's still very human and really
quite normal. Fun, but not very challenging to read.

I wouldn't claim Time Master was Great Literature, but Tarod as a character
has a lot more depth than Indigo. He starts out a good guy, then becomes a
bad guy who wants to be a good guy - and then ends up thinking "Ah f***
that for a lark.." and becomes a _really_ bad guy...

Fun Fun Fun.

>I read Cooper's TIME MASTER trilogy quite some time ago, and I remember
>liking it. There is a second trilogy that follows on from that one. Has
>anyone read it, and do you recommend it?

The second Trilogy, Chaos Gate, is set about 50-60 years after Time Master.
(I immediately forget the name of Tarod's (ex) friend and High Initiate
from Time Master) but the old (very old) high initiate dies right at the
beginning, having reorganised the Circle to worship both sets of Gods
equally. The new High Initiate isn't quite so well balanced as (insert name
I've forgetten) and when things start to go _horribly_ _wrong_, chaos gets
the blame.

ITs quite a nice plot - with plenty of death and stylish mayhem. Yandros is
just a totally cool guy: he makes a number of Special Guest Appearances.

There is, in fact, a Prequel trilogy to the Time Master books. The 1st book
has just been published over here in the UK - called Star Ascendant (I
think). Pretty damn good. IT's set at the end of the Reign of Chaos
referred to right at the beginning of Time Master, and deals with the
return of the White Gods. The Old Ones are just plain horrible... Check the
names of the dead Historian and the 1st High Initiate from The Initiate's
prologue, and you'll find that they're major characters in Star
Ascendant...

I don't know when the other two books are out. Soon I hope...

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 01:44:26 GMT
From: thes+@cmu.edu (Seth D. Kadesh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Louise Cooper's INDIGO

I started reading the Indigo series because I enjoyed the Time Master
trilogy.  Indigo kind of petered out (for me) after the fourth book (around
the time that the cover art changed).

The second Time Master trilogy (Chaos Gate) was interesting, but seemed
more juvenile and predictable.

The book I enjoyed the most (by Cooper) has to be the single novel, about
the sea-people at war with the land-people, and a re-incarnated king... I
can almost see the cover, but I can't recall the title.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 16:07:14 GMT
From: DARIN@comsys.byu.edu ("Darin L. Stewart")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Childe Cycle Again

I know this has been discussed too many times already but I've lost the
files.  What is the proper or recommended reading order of the Dorsai
books?  Would someone please send me the Chronology or tell me where I can
find it?  Cheers.

Darin L. Stewart
Telecommunications Services
Brigham Young University   
(801) 378-7838             
darin@comsys.byu.edu       

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 18:56:41 GMT
From: finn@mcs.com (the finn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen R. Donaldson?

Martin Justin <iq25@jove.acs.unt.edu> wrote:
>Can anyone give me some opinions on Stephen R. Donaldson's work,
>particularly the Chronicles of Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever series?

   Taut and fast paced, the Thomas Covenant series is not.  The main
character is a self-serving selfish bastard (or IS he???).  Actually, there
are several Donaldson threads roaming about as we speak, about most of his
novels.  I've read everything he's written, and I have to say that the
_Mordant's Need_ duology (?) was the most enjoyable (_Mirror of Her Dreams_
and _Man rides through_).  The _Gap_ series, while well written, is more
like TC.  Not that I'm knocking the Covenant series, it's one of my
favorites, but it's arguably not the most well written...(although he will
introduce you, repeatedly, to some interesting new words...)

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 01:03:43 GMT
From: cwrea@tuzo.erin (Chris W. Rea [UL])
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen R. Donaldson?

Martin Justin <iq25@jove.acs.unt.edu> wrote:
>Can anyone give me some opinions on Stephen R. Donaldson's work,
>particularly the Chronicles of Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever series?

Excellent. *REAL* and chilling.

They are my favourite fantasy.

And unlike other authors who try and follow a series with a sequel that
almost always never lives up to the original, the Second Chronicles
fulfil the vivid image and more than qualifies as a fantastic second
(and FINAL) series.

Bitterness and despair reign throughout the books, but there is relief at
many points when the beauty of existence and humanity is explored by the
main character, a downright imperfect soul, Thomas Covenant.

Great reading.

Christopher William Rea
cwrea@credit.erin.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 12:35:13 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen R. Donaldson?

Chris W. Rea [UL] (cwrea@tuzo.erin) wrote:
>And unlike other authors who try and follow a series with a sequel that
>almost always never lives up to the original, the Second Chronicles fulfil
>the vivid image and more than qualifies as a fantastic second (and FINAL)
>series.

Sorry to disappoint you, but there is scope for a third series.  SRD is not
sure whether he'll write it or not, but he knows what it would be about and
how it would link in. The more people ask him to write it the less likely
he is to do so though.  So if you want it just sit and wait, and if you
don't, write begging letters to him asking him to do it :-).

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 05:33:14 GMT
From: russgold@netaxs.com (Russell Gold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan

I have enjoyed all of his series (including _A Handful of Men_ so far); his
individual books are a bit uneven. I would highly recommend "West of
January."  "The Reaver Road" is also quite enjoyable.

Russell Gold
russgold@netaxs.com
russgold@aol.com   

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 23:41:05 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan

I liked "Seventh Sword" a bit better than "A Man of His Word".  Neither is
my absolute favorite Duncan though.  Unfortunately, the title of the book I
liked the best escapes my mind at the moment :-(.  Something along the
lines of "Sharp Edge" or "Razor Edge" or "Cutting Edge" (?) but, that's
not quite right.

Part of the reason I liked it, I think, is that rather than focus on the
'warrior' stereotype/archetype alone, Duncan included the 'bard' archetype,
which when reasonably well done usually results in a story I like.  I must
admit I did get a bit tired of Rap rescuing the princess in the "Word"
series - it's a fine plot device, but I thought it was stretched just a bit
thin over 4 (or was it 3?) volumes.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 07:24:41 GMT
From: hohncho@uclink2.berkeley.edu (Dennis Hohn-Chong Cho)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Gemmell Fans?

   OK, I'm curious if there are people here on this newsgroup who are big
David Gemmell fans, like me.  For those of you who are unfamiliar with
Gemmell's works, he is a prominent British author, some of whose books have
been released in the U.S.  _Morningstar_ was released last year sometime,
and I thought it was a great, ironic, "reluctant hero" novel in the classic
Gemmell style.
   My favorite Gemmell books have the be the Legends trilogy (possibly
quadrilogy, if the forthcoming books list is to be believed...)  which
revolved around the Drenai nation.  These books, _Against the Horde_,
_Waylander_, and _King Beyond the Gate_, had great characterization,
incredible dialogue, and interested settings.  About the only negative
thing I can say about these books is that he seemed to get a bit too
attached to the "siege-the-fortress" scenario, since there was one in every
book.
   Still, he's a great author, and I'd highly encourage you all to read
some of his stuff.  Any other Gemmell fans out there?

Hohn Cho

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 12:02:41 GMT
From: nakhym@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Gerrold

snyderjd@ucsu.colorado.edu wrote
>He just released his second installment of his recent series: _Covenant of
>Justice_, which I hope will be much better than the first one, _Under The
>Eye Of God_. (Couldn't be much worse) ;-)

Good news for David Gerrold fans, it wasn't.  I almost skipped this one
after UTEOG, but it turns out ACOJ is the pay off for suffering through a
slow and painfully written first installment.  In ACOJ Gerrold mostly stops
explaining things and gets on with the business of telling the story, which
probably could have been told in UTEOG in the first place.  He still
continues with a technique that I find annoying of explaining through
footnotes rather than story telling, but the footnotes are at a minimum.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 02:30:14 GMT
From: falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu (Fred A Haskell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: *Stranger in a Strange Land*: diffs?

ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris) writes:
>Summary:
>
>lots of individual words cut
>some phrases cut
>a very few whole sentences cut
>virtually no ideas cut

>Whether this is a _good_ summary or not is relative, but I did spend a
>whole weekend a few years ago comparing the original, unedited manuscript
>with the published book.  The cuts were done by Heinlein himself and
>didn't do damage to the book - they tightened it up.  Del Rey decided
>against publishing an "uncut" version, though we did publish uncut
>versions of THE PUPPET MASTERS and RED PLANET because (IOHO) the STRANGER
>cuts were so unnoticable as to make for a very unsporting "new" book.

While your summary seems about right to me, I have to disagree with your
assessment of the result - I think the uncut version is a much richer and
better book, and I think that the cuts =did= do damage to the book.

Having not spent any time closely comparing the two, I can only think of
one example off the top of my head, but I think the one stands for all the
other places in the book where I felt similar things: the scene where VM
Smith is having a, hmmm, conference (?) with world leaders in the, was it
the UN?  In the originally-published version, this scene seemed to kind of
zip by and didn't make a lot of sense to me; in the uncut version, there
were enough details for me to actually understand what was going on, and to
get a better feel for various characters.  Maybe this just indicates that
I'm not very bright and need to be taken by the hand, but for me a sketchy
summary just didn't let me "see" it and/or enjoy it.

But I guess mileage varies, and that's what makes horse-races, and like
that....

Fred A. Levy Haskell
falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 15:06:33 GMT
From: mastr@husc7.harvard.edu (Claudia Mastroianni)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: In Search of Fans

Anyone who likes Vows and Honor, who hasn't read Marion Zimmer Bradley's
Sword & Sorceress collections, should do so.  Mercedes Lackey has several
stories in them, all Tarma and Kethry tales.

I like most of Misty's work.  I like the Valdemar books, the Diane
Tregardes, the Serrated Edge novels (though they got a bit formulaic), and
the "Elves in LA" books - I don't know what they are properly called.  The
Bardic Voices/Choices books are okay.  But this business of writing books
based on adventure games bothers me.  I haven't tried Wing Commander, but I
read a couple of the Bard's Tale books (I think that's what they're called?
Castle of Deception et alia).

It's not, for me, so much the fact that they are based on adventure games
as that they simply don't suit her style.  In most of Lackey's books, I've
found the characters to be very real people.  A large part of that is a
generous leaven of humor.  And that seems totally absent in Castle.
Perhaps because she is so busy trying to act out all the episodes of a
game, she doesn't take the time to make the characters any more real over
the course of the book than they are at first glance.  I don't have the
books at hand, so I can't give examples.  Anyone out there feel the same?

Claudia

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 19:45:19 GMT
From: mario@watserv.ucr.edu (Mario A Calderon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Julian May-Galactic Mileu Series

  Well, I didn't see this mentioned here, so I will...  But I hope you all
knew about and have read the two books directly preceeding the Milieu
Trilogy...  It's a duology (?) collectively titled _Intervention_.  Book
One is named _The Surveillance_ and Book Two is _The Metaconcert_.

  I'm sure you all knew this, but I just wanted to mention it anyway, so I
could ALSO say that I actually liked these two better than all the Pliocene
Exile books, _The Adversary_ included (which came the closest, IMHO).

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 16:58:05 GMT
From: rcw2@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (RYAN C WALLACE)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Next Dennis McKiernan book SF?

>Someone wrote me (Ryan Wallace?) and told me that Dennis McKiernan's next
>book is going to be a sci-fi book.  Is this true?  I thought he was
>working on another Mithgar story.

Hey all, just to clear up any confusion, McKiernan's next one (or at least
the one he's working on now) is sci-fi/fantasy mix.  He's calling it The
Caverns of Socrates, but I have no other info on it.  Maybe there is a
Mithgar tale coming out before The Caverns of Socrates, then again, maybe
not.

Sorry to confuse anyone.  By the by, Neal (or anyone), what is the next
Mithgar book going to be called?  Maybe you are privy to knowledge which I
am not.

Ryan C. Wallace
Lehigh University
Community Service Desk
110 Johnson Hall

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 16:38:03 GMT
From: patterner@aol.com (Patterner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Allen Steele's _Rude Astronauts_

After the recent discussion of the availability of Allen Steele's _Rude
Astronauts_, I checked and here's where to get it in the US:

The book is available as an illustrated trade paperback from:

Old Earth Books
P.O. Box 19951
Baltimore, MD  21211
Cover by Don Maitz; Cost $13.00

Marilee J. Layman

------------------------------
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Date: Mon, 2 May 94 10:22:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Administrivia

As many of you are aware, we've been having some mailer problems here which
have been affecting delivery of SF-Lovers Digest to the subscribers.  I'd
just like you folks to know that I've tried to resolve the problems but
have been unable to do so.  Last month, I suggested that people write to
the postmaster here at Rutgers.  The postmaster has since informed me that
any such messages he receives will simply be deleted.  This problem doesn't
look like it's going to be resolved any time soon.  

Also, it appears that there's a new problem on the horizon - submissions
for the Digest seem to be getting delayed so that it's several days before
I see them.  Today, I was sorting through incoming messages that were up to
two weeks old!  I don't know what the cause of this is yet.  

Recently, the Hugo Nominations were listed in the Digest (Issue #314).
There are as usual, some top quality authors/stories nominated and some of
the best "dramtic presentations" in years.  If you haven't already done so,
read the nominated written works, and see the dramatic presentations.  You
won't be disappointed.  Also nominated are some fanzines (semi-pro and
non-pro) and fan writers including the net's own Evelyn Leeper with her 5th
(I believe) nomination.  Congratulations, Evelyn!  And if you're looking
for examples of art works by this year's nominated artists, go to your
nearest SF convention - there's bound to be some there.  Or you can still
purchase the SF-Lovers T-shirt (all sizes still available) with artwork by
Bob Eggleton, one of this year's nominees.  Send mail to sf-lovers-request
for more information if you are interested.

And now, the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Mail requesting to be added or removed from the distribution list that is
sent to any other address will NOT be acted upon.

Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field or to the address specified in the
"From:" field.  Error messages that are directed to the "Reply-To:" address
may cause your subscription to be cancelled.  Sorry, but that's the way it
is.

Submissions for the digest are to be sent to the appropriate address from
the list given below.  Please also read the file "SFLOVERS.POLICY" in the
archives.

       Topic				Address
       -----				-------

       Written SF			sf-lovers-written@rutgers.edu
       Sf on Television			sf-lovers-tv@rutgers.edu
       Sf Films				sf-lovers-movies@rutgers.edu
       General discussions that don't
         fit specifically in the other
         topic headings 		sf-lovers-misc@rutgers.edu

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 18:53:10 GMT
From: 34M67BZ@cmuvm.csv.cmich.edu (Brian P. Hudson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: NEXT WAVE series??????????

   I recently finished Roger MacBride Allen's "The Modular Man," and loved
it.  However, on the title page, it calls the book "The Next Wave, Book 4."
Does anyone know what this means?  The book didn't _read_ like part of a
series, and I haven't seen this subtitle in other Allen books.  What are
the other books in this series, if any?  Anyone???

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 07:19:47 GMT
From: sauron@ee.nus.sg (Soh Kam Yung)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: I.Asimov: a memoir

Review of _I.Asimov: a memoir_ by Isaac Asimov

by Soh Kam Yung (sauron@ee.nus.sg,engp3010@leonis.nus.sg)

Isaac Asimov is one of the people whom I admire. A prolific writer, I've
read just about every science fiction story he wrote and quite a number of
his non-science fiction works also.

So, it should come as no surprise that when it was announced that
_I.Asimov_ was to be released, I made an advanced order for it. Well, I
have it now and I've finished reading it. And I can say that it was worth
it.

_I.Asimov_ is NOT a linear continuation of his earlier autobiographies, _In
Memory Yet Green_ and _In Joy Still Felt_. _I.Asimov_ is a complete
autobiography in itself. It goes over the ground covered by his earlier
autobiographies which continuing on where they left off. This may make the
earlier parts of the book boring but it's still interesting to see those
events again in this book because the emphasis in this book is not the same
as his previous books.

His first two autobiographies were written with chronological order in
mind; _I.Asimov_ wasn't. _I.Asimov_ consists of many chapters (166 of
them), each a few pages long and made up of one topic. That topic may be
about friends or events that happen to him. In each chapter, he gives his
thoughts and feelings about the topic and how they affect him.  Not being
tied down by chronological order, he can continue talking about it, showing
us the consequences brought on by those actions.

This makes this book more personal than his previous ones. Then, he
concentrated on details of his life; now, he presents us with his inner
emotions and thoughts. This gives a new perspective on Asimov and makes
clear his stands and opinions on issue like humanism, religion and
relations with such people as his family, Campbell, Clarke and his various
editors; and also his feelings about his wife, Janet Asimov, his brother
Stanley and, inevitably at the end of the book, about death. These parts
are, perhaps, what make the book worth reading, even for those, like me,
who already know so much about him through his other writings.

Unfortunately, the book does have some flaws. At my first reading, I found
one minor inconsistency between this book and his earlier autobiographies.
At the con where he was presented a special Hugo for his science column in
F&SF, he states that the envelope holding the award notice was unmarked.
In his earlier autobiographies, he states that the envelope was marked
innocuously to deceive him.

The book list at the back also contains some mistakes. _I, Robot_ is called
_I, Robert_. Robert Silverberg is not mentioned in connection with the
books _Nightfall_, _The Ugly Little Boy_ and _The Positronic Man_. Some
other sharp-eyed readers in the newsgroup alt.books.isaac-asimov have also
spotted other mistakes in the book list.

And, if there is one thing that the book sorely lacks, it is an index.  His
previous autobiographies were indexed by book title and name. There is none
here, making it hard to refer to events and people.  Fortunately, the
chapter headings help but not much.

Hopefully, these mistakes will be dealt with in a second edition.

One also wonders about what Janet Asimov said in the epilogue. She mentions
that the publisher wanted the book severely shortened but she thought that
it should be left much that way that Isaac Asimov wanted it. She leaves
open the question as it whether the book was shortened or not.

A 'true' Asimov fan would get this book. People interested in knowing about
Asimov should also read this. It is personal, private, and very clear. As
with his other writings, the words in this book come through crystal clear
with very little attempt at being stylistic. No one should have any trouble
enjoying this book.

After all, to paraphrase an often used phrase in this book, "Don't be
silly, Isaac. Everybody will want to read this book!"

Title:      I.Asimov: a memoir
Author:     Asimov, Isaac
Publisher:  Doubleday
City:       New York
Order Info: ISBN 0-385-41701-2
Date:       1994
Pages:      562
Comments:   Hard Cover, US$25.00
Keywords:   Asimov, Autobiography

Soh Kam Yung
sauron@ee.nus.sg
engp3010@leonis.nus.sg 

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 15:17:36 GMT
From: scgk@dcs.ed.ac.uk (Simon Kinahan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Queen of Angels

Has anybody else read Greg Bear's `Queen of Angels` ? I bought it a little
while back and found it boring and difficult to read (there is bearly (ha
ha) a comma in the thing) and gave up after a few chapters.

However I re-read it recently and found it very good (although still tricky
to read). It is probably one of his better books over all.

What do you think ?  

Simon Kinahan
scgk@dcs.ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 12:01:57 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alfred Bester

Good news!  Bantam will soon be reprinting *The Demolished Man*, *The
Stars My Destination*, and a collection of Bester's short fiction. 

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 20:08:42 GMT
From: kolarm@clark.edu (Roger M Kolaks)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alfred Bester

  Bob and I were discussing Alf. Bester yesterday over lunch.  he explained
to me that by the time that AB wrote his later books he was suffering a
severe degenerative blindness and had become quite feeble.  Composing a
well constructed novel is both a physical and mental effort.  It is quite
possible that AB just hadn't the energy left in him to produce another
_Demolished_ or _Tiger_.

  By the way, for those of you who are having trouble locating copies of
early AB I understand that both tDM and tSMD aka TT, are soon to be
reprinted, in Britain I believe.

  As for finding used copies, I have never had much trouble.  I hat half a
dozen used book stores over the course of a month and seldom is it longer
than three months before I come across a copy of _Demolished_.  _The Stars
My Destination_ seems to appear about half as often.

------------------------------

From: "Evelyn C Leeper" <ecl@mtgpfs1.mt.att.com>
Date: Thu, 28 Apr 1994 09:48:50 -0400
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: INTERFACE by Stephen Bury

			 INTERFACE by Stephen Bury
	Bantam Spectra, ISBN 0-553-37230-0, 1994, 592pp, US$12.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   Stephen Bury is a pen name for the writing team of Neal Stephenson (SNOW
CRASH) and J. Frederick George.  (Someone on the Net claimed that George is
Stephenson's father; I have no further evidence of that.)  And INTERFACE is
a high-tech political thriller about a politician who suffers a stroke and
undergoes a radically new treatment, with some startling side effects.

   In many ways this was reminiscent of Stephen King's DEAD ZONE - there's
a political campaign, complete with fascists, seedy politicians, and
schemes and plots galore.  There are some everyday sorts of characters who
find themselves caught up in the sweep of events.  The plot device may be
different (though both deal with extraordinary mental powers), but a lot of
what surrounds it is the same.  It's true that Bury uses his humor slightly
differently from King.  King uses a slapstick approach, while Bury has a
more intellectual tack: "Brain cells didn't grow.  But the connections
between them did.  The network of linkages was constantly shifting and
reconnecting itself in a process that was usually described as 'learning.'
Dr. Radhakrisnan did not really care for this terminology because it
contained a value judgment.  It implied that every time new synapses were
formed inside a person's head it was because they were memorizing
Shakespeare or being taught how to integrate transcendental functions.  Of
course, in reality most of the internal rewiring that went on in people's
brains took place in response to watching game shows on television, being
beaten up by family members, figuring out the cheapest place to buy
cigarettes, and being conditioned not to mix plaids with stripes."

   Unfortunately, the careful plotting slips up in a couple of spots.  On
page 10 it is established that Clinton is no longer President, yet on page
356 a televised debate is running the theme of "Campaign '96."  (Yes,there
could have been an impeachment, but the story seems to rule this out.)
Later, someone seems to think a Presidential term runs eight years.  And
would a whiz-bang political campaign manager really hire someone from STAR
TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION as someone he was trying to pass off as a news
anchorman?

   If the science-fictional device is not entirely convincing, well, I'm
willing suspend my disbelief given that most of the rest of the story is
believable.  The book moves along briskly (I read it in five hours of plane
flights) and keeps the reader's interest.  But it's more a political
thriller than hard science fiction.  Readers who enjoyed SNOW CRASH may
also miss the philosophical underpinnings that were present in that earlier
work.  Of course, this may be one reason why Stephenson's name does not
appear on this volume.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 15:58:25 GMT
From: galador@loreli.ftl.fl.us (James Jacoby)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook - updated bibliography

Who is the Glen Cook responsible for writing The Annals of the Black
Company?  I've read all the books in the series and thoroughly enjoyed
them, but I've been waiting a few years for the final book _The Glittering
Stone_ (something like that) to come out, and it just hasn't.
 
I know I'm missing something here, I just don't know what.

galador@loreli.ftl.fl.us

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 19:07:44 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Glen Cook parody script available

   A 'group' called the Trans-Iowa Canal Company puts on skits at various
conventions in the mid-west.  Mostly Icon and Demicon, but they have
performed at Maelstrom, Con*Tretemps, and Minicon.
   At Demicon last weekend they performed "Dread Brass Balls", a parody of
Glen Cook's Garrett series, to the joy of all, including writer GoH Glen
Cook.  It includes references to many recent movies, television shows, and
SF events, as well as irreverent jabs at authors and artists with Iowa
connections.
   Leslie Roth, owner of the TICC trademark, longtime Iowa con-com member,
and co-writer of this wonderful skit, is selling copies.  I can supply his
email address to anyone who wants to get a copy of the "Dread Brass Balls"
script.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 21:27:57 GMT
From: mpool2@atl.com (Mary Pool)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Glen Cook's Deadly Quicksilver Lies

I just finished Glen Cook's new book Deadly Quicksilver Lies.

It is pure Garrett and if you like the Garrett Series, you'll love this
addition.  Now if we could only get him to finish the Black Company
series...

Mary Pool      
mpool2@atl.com 

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 21:21:27 GMT
From: jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Louise Cooper's INDIGO

I read Aisling.  It was a decent end to a series that needed to end.

The Time Master trilogy was a much better series (...because it was shorter
????...).  The second trilogy was good but it wasn't as good as the first
(although I'd still recommend it).

Jim Lahue
Power Personal Systems, IBM
jlahue@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 01:47:22 GMT
From: hcarter@mcs.com (Harry Carter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Louise Cooper's INDIGO

"Seth D. Kadesh" <thes+@CMU.EDU> writes:
>The book I enjoyed the most (by Cooper) has to be the single novel, about
>the sea-people at war with the land-people, and a re-incarnated king.... I
>can almost see the cover, but I can't recall the title.

The book is Mirage.  It's been awhile, but as I recall I enjoyed the first
TimeLord trilogy better.

Harry Carter
hcarter@mcs.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 18:51:48 GMT
From: happe@metronet.com (Kevin Happe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Duncan Next Book

The latest book in the "A Man of His Word" series is out in Dallas.  It's
called if I remember right "The Living God".  I purchased it last night at
Book Stop and I am about half-way through.  I hope this is not old news.
If it is sorry for the bandwidth.  

Kevin

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 18:22:20 GMT
From: russgold@netaxs.com (Russell Gold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan

Shane L. Bell (bell@rock.enet.dec.com) wrote:
>I liked both Seventh Sword and A Man of His Word.  Haven't started the
>second Rap tetralogy (?) as I'm waiting uuntil I get all four books.  I
>have a couple of his stand-alone books.  Shadow (I believe) is the title
>which was a decent book and Reaver Road which was a good short tale.

I've never heard of "Shadow" - what was it about? (I thought I knew all of
his books). The only books that I remember with one word titles are
"Strings" and "Hero"

Russell Gold
russgold@netaxs.com

------------------------------
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Date: 26 Apr 94 12:27:43 GMT
From: mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk (Saint Erroneous)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Louise Cooper: INDIGO & TIME MASTER

Jim Lahue <jlahue@vnet.ibm.com> wrote:
>I read Aisling.  It was a decent end to a series that needed to end.  The
>Time Master trilogy was a much better series (...because it was shorter
>????...).  The second trilogy was good but it wasn't as good as the first
>(although I'd still recommend it).

Part of the problem (if it really _is_ a problem) with the Chaos Gate books
is that because she's already done a chunk of world-building in Time
Master, you're familiar with a lot of the locations, so they don't as
"mysterious" as they did before. Everybody's got used to the Marble Hall -
lots of mist, and no walls - so it loses some of the initial frisson that
the first description gives you...

Similarly, you don't have Tarod and Cyllan bounding around (well, you do,
but not in _quite_ the same way :) ) and changing the major characters in a
sequence can always annoy some of the readers because they've got used to
one set, and don't like this new characters who've done away with your old
friends, etc.. T'was a very good idea to have Keridil in the start of the
1st CG book - it provided a nice link.

I agree with you to a certain extent that Indigo can feel too long. By the
time you're up to book 5, you've forgotten a lot of what happened in the
1st few books, which can leave Indigo feeling a bit contextless - Because
you can only just remember why she's here, the character seems to float
along independent of the actual background.

I think it's a fault with the publishing schedule, not the books
themselves. Louise needs to write faster (hear that Louise? Faster...:) )

BTW is there anybody else out there who prefers the old Robert Gould covers
on Time Master/Indigo to the new HarperCollins editions? The Time Master
covers worked wonderfully - very iconic and religious... Somehow Yandros
looks better when not protrayed as a bronzed hunk with rippling muscles...
(I've seen the American covers for Chaos Gate. Great art, shame it's just
so over-blown... I know the Circle is rich, but do they _really_ use
heavily jeweled chalices for private summonings? I don't think so...)

Interesting point: In Star Ascendant, it is revealed that the lower a
demon's station in the Chaos Realm, the more bizzare it's form (trying to
impress, one assumes). Ergo: Narid na Gost (misspooled horribly) must be a
relatively powerful demon, since he is humaniform, doesn't have wings,
tentacles, etc etc. He _was_ rather short - must have had a Napoleon
complex...  :->

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 21:04:01 GMT
From: louiz@tlspu ("Louiz J. Hungate")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Louise Cooper's INDIGO

The Indigo books have all been out here for about a year (Ashling), and I
found that the end of the last one was an awful anticlimax.  I am usually
very careful with my books, but this one I threw across the room it was
that bad.

Most of the book lives up to her exacting standards, but the last two or
three chapters stank of haste and carelessness.  Disappointing.

Louiz Hungate
louiz@tlspu.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 01:24:30 GMT
From: erich@hrl8.cs.tamu.edu (Erich Schneider)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Chip Delany's autobio - new edition?

I read in that most square of pubs, _The New York Times Book Review_, that
Samuel R. Delany's autobiography, _The Motion in Light and Water_, is in
print again. However, I haven't heard of the publisher.

Is it in wide release? Is it intended to be? Further, is it the same
edition as the one already printed, or is this the supposed "British
edition with more material"? Dan'l, you probably know. Talk to us, babe.

If you (speaking more generally now) read _Stars In My Pocket Like Grains
of Sand_ or _Dhalgren_ and were puzzled by it all, I suggest reading the
above, as well as his other (shorter) autobiographical book, _Heavenly
Breakfast_. Certain things make a _lot_ more sense afterward, and his work
becomes more interesting, I've found.

Erich Schneider
erich@bush.cs.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 20:37:33 GMT
From: schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

rcw2@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (Ryan C Wallace) writes:
>I'm just curious, but did anyone else absolutely love Donaldson's duology,
>The Mirror of her Dreams and A Man Rides Through?

Yeah, it was well done.  I'd rather he wrote the Covenant stories after
this one, since his writing improved so much, and the ideas in that
trilogy deserved the improved technique.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 06:38:32 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

Scott Schwartz <schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu> wrote:
>Yeah, it was well done

It would have been better had it been about 100,000 words shorter.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 22:52:21 GMT
From: avondale@athena.mit.edu (Melissa N. Hayes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

I also loved The Mirror of Her Dreams and A Man Rides Through.
Unfortunately it's been awhile, so I can't remember too many specifics.  I
thought that the setting of Mordant was wonderful...  the technology/magic
of the Imagers was very well-developed, and it had great implications to
the plot.  Speaking of the plot, it just twisted and turned, and I wasn't
ever sure WHAT was going to happen next!  : ) Also, I found the hero and
heroine's change from their meek previous selves into the assertive saviors
of Mordant to be very believable...

I wish I could comment more on the books, because I really enjoyed them,
but I can't remember more specifically - as soon as the term is over, I'm
going to have to reread them!  : )

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 01:34:18 GMT
From: strmbrgr@uclink2.berkeley.edu (Edmund Henry Wong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

What a great pair of books.  It's frightening to see how much better
written the Mordant's Need series is.  Thomas Covenant was so badly
written, I mean an English teacher's nightmare, horrid diction, starting
sentences with "however," pedantic vocabulary, et al..  Oof!  Yet, somehow,
the series was so fascinating that you could just forget all of that and
read it anyway!  But I digress...

Mordant's Need was _so_ long.  It took around 300 pages to really set
everything up before anything seemed to happen.  It took me a while to
adjust to their magic/technology (flat mirrors) but I finally got it.  Very
fascinating story line (though kind of annoying with that reoccuring "erect
nipples" thing).  So many twists and turns that it really did get quite
confusing at times.  Of course, when everything came together happily ever
after at the end, you had to feel joy at how everything resolved so nicely.

Overall, one of my favorite series.

Edmund H. Wong
strmbrgr@uclink2.berkeley.edu
edwong@ocf.berkeley.edu
edwong@ctp.org

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 03:35:34 GMT
From: melissa@i-link.com (Melissa Gaul)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

It is one of my favorite series, interesting characters, plot twists,
setting... made me go back and try to read the Covenant series again,
thinking I had missed something... unfortunately, the operative word there
is _try_... I have problems reading books with main characters that I
dislike to the extreme.

Melissa

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 05:24:44 GMT
From: middletn@mcs.com (Evan Middleton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

I also thought that this was his best work to date. The descriptions were
vivid, and the characters took realistic steps from retiring backgrounders
to major movers and shakers...

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 05:30:38 GMT
From: kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Pam Korda)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

strmbrgr@uclink2.berkeley.edu (Edmund Henry Wong) writes:
>What a great pair of books.  It's frightening to see how much better
>written the Mordant's Need series is.  Thomas Covenant was so badly
>written, I mean an English teacher's nightmare, horrid diction, starting
>sentences with "however," pedantic vocabulary, et al..  Oof!  Yet,
>somehow, the series was so fascinating that you could just forget all of
>that and read it anyway!  But I digress...

_Mirror of Her Dreams_ and _A Man Rides Through_ were the first Donaldson
books I read. (Hmm. I should've mentioned _Mirror_ in that "cool titles"
thread.) I really enjoyed them. The magic system was original, the
characters were interesting, and imperfect enough to satisfy my innate
cynicism (without being completely irritating, like T.Covenant), and they
developed nicely through the course of the story. I liked those books so
well, that I thought "Gee! Donaldson is a great author, I'll have to read
more stuff by him!" so, I got the first TC book. Bleh. I am sorry to say I
found it extraordinarily dull. I pushed on, through about half the second
book, but that was even more boring than the first, so I gave up. Maybe if
I hadn't read them _after_ Mordant's Need...

Pam Korda
kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 17:18:08 GMT
From: rob@hao.ucar.edu (Rob Montgomery)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

melissa@i-link.com (Melissa Gaul) writes:
>It is one of my favorite series, interesting characters, plot twists,
>setting... made me go back and try to read the Covenant series again,
>thinking I had missed something... unfortunately, the operative word there
>is _try_...I have problems reading books with main characters that I
>dislike to the extreme.

A few words from the opposite camp: I enjoyed the TC books much more than
the MN books.  Covenant had some problems, and was annoying, but I found
every other aspect of the TC books much more enjoyable than the MN books,
e.g., the Land, characters, plot, action, etc.  The main characters of MN
were supposed to be (at least?) of average intelligence, yet in practice
were complete idiots, and the plot twists were based on following the
airheads around through all of their rediculous deductions.

I'd suggest trying the TC books again, focusing on the fun of everything
but the TC character.

I, on the other hand, will try the MN books again, with the realization
that the protagonists are not that bright, and enjoy the other aspects of
the books.

Rob

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 17:21:15 GMT
From: ye05748@inet.d48.lilly.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

I gave up on the Covenants around book 4, because I coudn't face reading
another word. 'Gelid' was that word.

The duo, though still irritatingly 'but why did they do that - they even
knew it would get them in trouble, not to mention kill off a bunch of
peasants', was several thousand times more readable. Still not on my "good
enough to read again" list though, primarily because I can only remember
my feelings towards the books, not the stories themselves. Odd.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 22:50:38 GMT
From: weir_a@gold.colorado.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

I found the TC books >> MN. It always seemed to me that the resolution of
the latter seemed to depend upon our hero(ine)s suddenly developing yet
newer and more wonderful powers with mirrors, as if Donaldson backed
himself into a corner, then created new abilities on the flimsiest excuses
to get out of it.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 04:20:42 GMT
From: erodgers@whale.st.usm.edu (Elizabeth Rodgers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

_Mirror Of Her Dreams_ was the first Donaldson book I read.  I really
enjoyed it even though I found it to be one of the most sexist,
contemporary novels I'd read in a long time.  Don't get me wrong, I enjoyed
his style and his 'story' even if I DID, and still do, disagree with his
choice of characterization.

Still, I remember running right to the bookstore for the sequel after
finishing it.  And, after reading this series, I did go and read the
Covenant books.  Well, all except for the first one of the second set.  [I
got five of the six - the first three and the last two - books as a gift
from a library sale, and although I missed one of the middle ones, I had no
problem picking up what had transpired in between.]

Liz

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 04:54:10 GMT
From: strmbrgr@uclink2.berkeley.edu (Edmund Henry Wong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

Pam Korda <kor2@midway.uchicago.edu> wrote:
>_Mirror of Her Dreams_ and _A Man Rides Through_ were the first Donaldson
>books I read.

Boy, this seems like a consensus or if not a pretty big minority did not
start with TC.  For me, I was I believe a freshman, no not even that! - in
junior high school (cracking voice and all) when I was introduced to
Donaldson.  A wise and sagacious senior told me to read Mordant's Need then
later on read the 2nd TC series and all together skip the 1st TC.  Well, I
followed his words and did that.  When I compared 2nd TC to Mordant, I felt
(feel) that Mordant was so much better.  2nd TC was good, yet it dragged me
down and put me to sleep.  1st TC was poorly written but much more
interesting despite Covenant's arrogance and thickheadedness.  I finished
the first book in about a 3 or 4 days of late night reading.  Yet,
including aesthetics, characters, world, I'd give Mordant's need the nod.
I feel a bit guilty about not reading the Gap series yet.  One of these
non-school days I suppose...

Edmund H. Wong
strmbrgr@uclink2.berkeley.edu
edwong@ocf.berkeley.edu
edwong@ctp.org

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 16:26:55 GMT
From: ensecinc@inca.gate.net (Alan Soloway)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

To all who have responded to the original post, I agree with you that this
is perhaps his best work.

In regards to your criticisms of the TC series, I think it is unjustified.
I agree that the character was despicable and his actions were
transgressions that cannot be forgiven (Donaldson seems to like that
trend), but his development through the series is what makes it
interesting.  The 2nd chronicles was even more despicable than the first in
his actions at the beginning of the series.  But, once again, the
development of the character through the entire series is the crux of the
books.

To judge this character (or anyone) on a single incident and not on the
entire context of his/her actions is not acceptable.  If after the R*pe (i
hate the word entirely) of the female character, he eventually saves the
world, is this not some justification for redemption.  His initial act is
not forgivable (ever), but does the end result not indicate that he has
worth as a human being and maybe, just maybe, his heinous act was the
aberration and not the norm.

Sorry to pontificate in a circumlocutious manner (complete rhetorical
drivel) but this is a great subject and in essence what makes the books
enjoyable.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 17:24:33 GMT
From: finn@mcs.com (the finn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

   One thing that has always puzzled me is the apparent turnaround in
belief that TC makes somewhere in the 2nd series.  The first series to some
extent hinges on his disbelief, and it is the mitigating factor in his
decisions and his attitude (obviously beginning with the rape of Lena).
But somehow in the second book, this essential dichotomy is lost.  The
existence of the 'Land' is no longer questioned, and the book seems to
simply become a tale of redemption. [An interesting side note is the fact
that the story in _Daughter of Regals_ which details the quest for the
Giants of Seareach in the second series, was cut OUT of the series because
it was the first time that the narration was taken completely out of
Covenant's sphere.  Donaldson felt that this was detrimental to the story
as a whole because it gave an existence to the 'Land' beyond Covenants
interpretation of it, nullifying the importance of the 'Unbeliever' aspect
of his personality.]
   This all being said.  Did anyone else notice that shift away from an
emphasis on Covenant's Unbelief in the second series?  And was it even
important by then?

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 21:31:27 GMT
From: mpool2@atl.com (Mary Pool)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

> I'd rather he wrote the Covenant stories after this one, since his
> writing improved so much, and the ideas in that trillogy deserved the
> improved technique.

I wish he would write another book about these characters.  I don't know
why, but I keep expecting him to write a third book in the series.

Mary Pool      
mpool2@atl.com 

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 20:42:55 GMT
From: scanfiel@navajo.ucs.indiana.edu (scanfiel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: the mirror of her dreams

Elizabeth Rodgers <erodgers@whale.st.usm.edu> wrote:
>Covenant books.  Well, all except for the first one of the second set.  [I
>got five of the six - the first three and the last two - books as a gift
>from a library sale, and although I missed one of the middle ones, I had
>no problem picking up what had transpired in between.]

Personally, that was the problem I had with the Covenant series. Something
is wrong if you can skip 2 1/2 books and not miss them.

------------------------------
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Date: 30 Apr 94 16:50:39 GMT
From: gfullerton@twics.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Donaldson

   I enjoyed reading the Thomas Covenant books.  I thought the ideas were
original, and I liked the idea of the hero not being a perfect person.  The
characters were interesting, and I think original.  I read the first and
second series of these book, and I enjoyed them both.  This is one of the
few cases where I li ked the sequels as much as I liked the original.  I
highly recommend reading this series if you can stand reading a story where
the main character is less than perfect.

Greg
gfullerton@twics.co.jp

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 14:20:15 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

Mary K. Kuhner (mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu) wrote:
>I read the second Gap novel, but found Morn's suffering so overblown that
>I couldn't grasp it - I ended up emotionally numbed and disbelieving, not
>involved.  I haven't sought out the other books.  I'm curious about the
>Amnion, but not enough to struggle through that many more torture scenes.

If you read Vision: Forbidden Knowledge without Conflict: The Real Story
then you made an error. The whole series is based on intimate knowledge of
the characters of the triad, and especially in the case of Morn and Angus,
that is made cler in Conflict. One reason I like these books is the way
they are written. SRD has written many scenes that wouldn't be out of place
in horror novels, but he writes them in a totally different way - there's a
sense of the sickness - that this is neither normal or right - that has
been missing from the few horror I've tried. I wouldn't recommend that
anyone read SRD's books out of sequence - in his stories the journey is
what's important, not the goal. As he said in an interview:

Why not just sit down one day, write out the ending in two sentences and
spare yourself telling the story at all?  Because you would lose the
experience, and it is the experience that makes the ending make sense,
gives it power and emotional reso- nance, makes it worth it.  You need
interaction between the pro- cess and the goal, and it wouldn't be worth
writing or reading if that process were short-circuited in some way.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 03:15:40 GMT
From: richbrandt@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: The Wolves of Memory

kevin716@aol.com wrote:
>I have to note that Effinger prefaces the story with a couple of
>quotations; the one from A.J. Languth's JESUS CHRISTS in particular sets a
>tone of slightly irreverent humor that runs as a mild undercurrent
>throughout the story.  I don't know how easy/difficult this book is to
>find, but it's worth picking up should you run across it.

You might also like to know that Effinger patterned the chapters of the
novel after the Stations of the Cross. As for your parting note, you're
most likely to find the paperback in second-hand bookstores; a library
might have the harder-to-find hardback. On an ironic note, George owned the
original cover painting of the hardcover edition (vastly superior to the
cheesy paperback cover), a beautiful work which was lost in his apartment
fire.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 01:35:48 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Gallun

fkiesche3@aol.COM writes:
> What a loss. While I have very little written by this gentleman, some of
> it is among my favorite SF. In particular is _The Planet Strappers_,
> which (while dated in it's science) is among my favorite hard SF novels.
> I've read it a dozen times over and always find it fresh and uplifting.
>
> Time to read it again with that special sadness knowing that nothing new
> will be coming from an old friend.

The earliest Gallun story I remember is "Old Faithful" in "ASTOUNDING,"
late winter, in 1934. (November or December, probably.)

It was a short, civil, antithesis of the Wellsian Martian Menace, dealing
with friendly communications with a thoroughly humane Martian scientist
who, faced with budget cuts and his own impending death, made a one-way
voyage to Earth to die with the human friends he'd made, long-distance.  It
stuck in my mind because Gallun had come up with a lovely way to make a
telescope mirror with variable focus... a spinning container of mercury,
shaped into a perfect paraboloid focused along the axis.  I'm sure someone
else must have thought of this, and he just picked up the idea and used it,
but it was breathtakingly simple and elegant, to my feeble intellect.  (Now
I know all the reasons why such a reflector wouldn't be as good as a rigid,
ground, lens, but at the time, it was a wonderful idea to play with.)

His stories were always a bit more mature than the average pulp fiction,
and he played with serious themes long before they were fashionable in SF.
My favorite Gallun short was one called "Prodigal's Aura," which showed up
in "ASTOUNDING" some time in 1951.  It's about a prodigal con man returning
to the old homestead with illegal Martian plants that prove to be the
salvation of the farm.....
 
One of his novels, "PEOPLE MINUS X," dealt with the creation of android
bodies programmed with copies of the personalities and minds of their
models; Gallun was one of the first to deal with the creation of multiple
copies of a single human, and he also played with microminiaturized
copies...

I remember really enjoying that one, about forty years ago.  It would
probably read like the sheerest pulp tripe today, but it was, to some
extent, the Varley-level work of its day, the make-a-backup-copy-once-
a-month solution to accidental death....
 
Gallun always wrote believeable stories, and the women in his yarns were
well-realized characters, long before sexual equality became fashionable in
adventure fiction.

He wrote a novel called "ISZT" in *1938* that dealt with a race who'd run
out of room on their planet, and broken it up to make a cloud of small
orbiting habitats circling their star... and early version of what might be
called a "Dyson Sphere" or a "Dyson Cloud" today.
 
I think of "Hotel Cosmos," in "ASTOUNDING" in 1938, every time I read a
story about a center where different races meet, or watch an episode of
"BABYLON-5."
 
He wrote "PLANET STRAPPERS" in the early sixties, and "EDEN CYCLE" about a
decade later.... he used to say that he thought "EDEN CYCLE" was his best
work, whenever he could be gotten in front of a microphone at SF
conventions, and promise that if enough people bought copies to keep it in
print, he had a better one in mind that he'd also write.  The man was a
gentle, warm, compassionate *tease*.

I remember him handing a collection to a young lady at an SF convention,
saying, "Here, take a look at 'OLD FAITHFUL.'  I wrote the first really
friendly Martian, you know, several years before Stanley Weinbaum."  She
was very impressed, and said, "Wow.  You don't look that old!"  He beamed,
waited until she was out of earshot, and then started listing friendly
Martians other folks had written prior to him coming up with Good Old #774.
(He seemed especially fond of Tars Tarkas.)
 
Yep.  Raymond Z. Gallun is gone.... but he left us over a hundred novels
and stories, and their quality helped raise that of the field by providing
an example of what good SF could be, by giving other writers something to
shoot for.

He won't be forgotten.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 19:14:39 GMT
From: alien@acheron.amigans.gen.nz (Ross Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  Raymond Gallun

>He wrote a novel called "ISZT" in *1938* that dealt with a race who'd run
>out of room on their planet, and broken it up to make a cloud of small
>orbiting habitats circling their star... and early version of what might
>be called a "Dyson Sphere" or a "Dyson Cloud" today.

Interesting. The concept was invented by Olaf Stapledon in _Star Maker_
(1937); the dates make me wonder if Gallun had read SM or thought it up
independently.

Ross Smith
Wanganui, New Zealand
alien@acheron.amigans.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 09:14:03 GMT
From: berriman@cs.curtin.edu.au (Michael Berriman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gemmell Fans?

hohncho@uclink2.berkeley.edu (Dennis Hohn-Chong Cho) writes:
>My favorite Gemmell books have to be the Legends trilogy (possibly
>quadrilogy, if the forthcoming books list is to be believed...)  which
>revolved around the Drenai nation.  These books, _Against the Horde_,
>_Waylander_, and _King Beyond the Gate_, had great characterization,
>incredible dialogue, and interested settings.  About the only negative
>thing I can say about these books is that he seemed to get a bit too
>attached to the "siege-the-fortress" scenario, since there was one in
>every book.

  Only "possible"???  There is Legend (I guess it's called 'Against the
Horde' wherever you are), King beyond the gate, Waylander, Waylander II
(set after Waylander), Quest for Lost Heroes (follows long after KBtG) and
***minor spoiler*** ends with twins, one becoming the next Earl of Bronze,
the other becoming Khan of the Nadir.  Probably the makings of a new book
in that.
  There is also a book called DRUSS, First Chronicles of the Legend, which
outlines the story of Druss before the seige of Dros Delnoch, but outlines
the battle at Skeln (for those who know what the hell I am talking about),
and there is also hints in that book about a SECOND chronicles of Drusss.
  So there is a list of the Drenai books available in Australia, I don't
know what is available elsewhere, but we're usually really behind the times
over here, so have a look if you live somewhere else.

>Still, he's a great author, and I'd highly encourage you all to read some
>of his stuff.  Any other Gemmell fans out there?

  Yes, my sincere recommendation to anyone to read these books.  There was
some discussion a while ago about it, and someone said that they were only
just being released in America.  I don't know what became of this, but
definitely well worth a look.
  There is a lot more books than the ones above, and all are in the range
of very good to excellent.  He has not written a single book I did not like
yet.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 16:18:35 GMT
From: jwg@rowan.coventry.ac.uk (Tree)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gemmell Fans?

>	My favorite Gemmell books have the be the Legends trilogy (possibly
>quadrilogy, if the forthcoming books list is to be believed...)  which
>revolved around the Drenai nation.  These books, _Against the Horde_,
>_Waylander_, and _King Beyond the Gate_, had great

I haven't read or heard of 'Against the Horde', is it any good?  Also does
it contain any of the characters from the other Drenai books?

I'd also recommend his other books, Dark Prince is one of my favourites
along with the books concerning Jon Shannow [I think that's his name].
I've just realised all his books are great, go and buy them.  Now if there
are any other Gemmel fans out there, lets claim this news group back from
Jordan.  Post those Gemmel articles until your fingers start to bleed :-)

jwg@rowan.cov.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 20:19:35 GMT
From: MJA@vax3.ltec.com ("Mark J. Aylor")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE:David Gemmel Fans?

Hohn Cho at hohncho@udlin2.berkeley.edu writes:
>   OK, I'm curious if there are people here on this newsgroup who are big
>David Gemmell fans, like me...

Well I guess you could say there are a few of us around here. I have read
everything by him currently published in the U.S. and impatiently waiting
for the rest of his stuff to be published here. Several people have been
kind enough to post and send me info on his other books that are available
in the U.K. I even have phone numbers and addresses for places to
write/call to order the U.K. released books, but have not broken down and
paid the international phone/mailing costs to get the other books. Here are
the book lists I have for Gemmel:

Knights of Dark Renown  (kind of stand alone)   (available in the U.S.)
Morningstar            (but in the same world)          (ditto)

Lion of Macedonia       the Greek books         (available in the U.S.)
The Dark Prince                                        (ditto)

                        The Sipstrassi Books:
Ghost King                 Arthurian          (available in the U.K. only)
Last Sword of Power                           (available in the U.K. only)
Wolf in Shadow             post WW3           (available in the U.K. only)
The Last Guardian                             (available in the U.K. only)

                         The Drenai Books:
Legend     Book I of the Legends Trilogy     (October released in the U.S.)
Waylander  Book II of the Legends Trilogy       (available in the U.S.)

Waylander II  Book V of the Drenai (available in the U.K. only)

     The following I can't remember where they fit in the series:

The Drenai Tales               (available in the U.K. only)
The King Beyond the Gate       (available in the U.K. only)
Quest for Lost Heros           (available in the U.K. only)

So if that is what you mean by Gemmel fans, then yes, I am a raving David
Gemmel fan, and (since you have given me the opportunity to bring it up) I
can yell at Del Ray to publish the rest of his stuff here (this means you
Ellen and Pat:)).

If you want in depth discussion of his stuff, I can do that too. :)

Mark J. Aylor
maylor@ltec.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 21:02:45 GMT
From: mcharsley@cix.compulink.co.uk (Mark Charsley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Gemmel

>My favorite Gemmell books have the be the Legends trilogy...  These books,
>_Against the Horde_, _Waylander_, and _King Beyond the Gate_,

There is a sequel to Waylander out now (Waylander II: In the Realm of the
Wolf). I've never heard of Against the Horde, I presume it's the American
title of what us Brit's call Legend. There's a short story about Druss, and
a newly released novel about him (possibly an expansion, but I haven't read
it yet.) There's also another Drenai novel which comes after KBTG: I can't
remember which one, but it might be Heroes Beyond the Gate.

>About the only negative thing I can say about these books is that he
>seemed to get a bit too attached to the "siege-the-fortress" scenario,
>since there was one in every book.

It's not just the STF scenario he repeats, entire charaters, phrases and
scenes become familiar after a while. The basic plot of your average Gemmel
novel is an Extremely Able Vigilante (EAV) wanders around killing bandits,
'cos his family got killed in a bandit raid years ago. The EAB comes into
contact with a Follower of the Source (FOTS): a good priest, who tells him
that civilisation is about to be destroyed by a Bad Army led by Servants of
the Chaos Spirit (SOTCS): bad priests. The EAV (sometimes joined by the
FOTS) then wanders around picking up followers, and ends up in a siege. The
only way to defeat the siege is for the EAV to penetrates the enemy camp
and kill the chief SOTCS. While he does this, one or two of the followers
nobly sacrifice themselves saving women/children, one of them points out
that the entire fight will be forgotten in a century or so, and in the
meantime the mountains won't have changed (it makes more sense in the
books). The EAV finally gets to the chief SOTCS, with the help of some 11th
hour conversions of previous enemies, and kills him. Then the last page
details the future accomplishments the followers achieve while the EAV
rides off into the sunset alone.

This isn't to say Gemmel isn't any good: each book is fun to read and you
enjoy each one, it's just that they're not very different: much like
Pratchett in that respect.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 19:15:01 GMT
From: alien@acheron.amigans.gen.nz (Ross Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  David Gemmell Fans?

The correct order is _Waylander_, Waylander II_ , "Druss the Legend" (which
sounds like it's your "First Chronicles..."), _Legend_, _The King Beyond
the Gate_.  There's an omnibus edition, _Drenai Tales_, with all except W2
(I have an autographed copy :-) ).

Ross Smith
Wanganui, New Zealand
alien@acheron.amigans.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 19:10:12 GMT
From: weir_a@gold.colorado.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JABLOKOV: Nimbus, is it worth it?

Just wondering if anybody out there has read this one yet. I loved _To
Carve The Sky_ and was very so so on _A Deeper Sea_ (may have the title
wrong, sorry), and was wondering whether _Nimbus_ was worth my time.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 12:11:05 GMT
From: jlr@world.std.com (John L Redford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JABLOKOV: Nimbus, is it worth it?

weir_a@cubldr.colorado.edu writes:
>Just wondering if anybody out there has read this one yet. I loved _To
>Carve The Sky_ and was very so so on _A Deeper Sea_ (may have the title
>wrong, sorry), and was wondering whether _Nimbus_ was worth my time.

Sure.  The guy has too much talent to risk skipping any of his books.
Nimbus doesn't have the pace or unifying theme of CtS, but it has a lot of
very nice near-term speculation.

John Redford
jlr@world.std.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Teresa Nielsen Hayden & Holdstock (2 msgs) &
                   Jordan (2 msgs) & Lackey (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: "Evelyn C Leeper" <ecl@mtgpfs1.mt.att.com>
Date: Thu, 28 Apr 1994 09:50:33 -0400
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: MAKING BOOK by Teresa Nielsen Hayden

		   MAKING BOOK by Teresa Nielsen Hayden
	  NESFA Press, ISBN 0-915368-55-2, 1994, 158pp, US$9.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   This collection of fifteen essays was one of two Boskone XXXI souvenir
books.  (The other was a Emma Bull-Will Shetterly collaboration.)  The
essays cover a wide range of topics: Mormon theology, narcolepsy, what was
*really* wrong with Bret Easton Ellis's AMERICAN PSYCHO, how academic
research works, and the best explanation for and example of why the serial
comma is needed (at least that I've seen).

   The first (Mormon theology) is in "God and I," where, lest you be
misled, Teresa Nielsen Hayden warns you up front that she had recently (as
of 1980, when it was written) been excommunicated by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints (the preferred term, especially if one is paid
by the word, which of course I'm not).  Narcolepsy is mentioned or
discussed in several of the essays, since it was the reason for many of the
lifestyle changes Teresa Nielsen Hayden went through.  What was really
wrong with AMERICAN PSYCHO turns out to be everything, explained as only
Teresa Nielsen Hayden could explain it.  The problem with academic
research, she says, is a "sort of scholarly equivalent of Gresham's Law
about bad money driving out good," and uses the (one hopes) hypothetical
Pastafazool Cycle as an example.  And the serial comma?  That would be
telling.

     It has traditionally been difficult to get examples of fannish
writing.  Computer networks are changing all that, of course.  Most of the
people nominated for Hugos for Fan Writer are on-line now.  And indeed, the
last two essays here are from GEnie.  But if you want to see what was
written back in the days of *gasp* stencils and mimeographs, then NESFA has
provided it.  If your local bookstore does have MAKING BOOK, I'm amazed!
But if it doesn't, you can order it from NESFA Press, P. O. Box 809,
Framingham MA 01701-0203.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 03:37:39 GMT
From: stevegr@sugar.neosoft.com (Steven Greenland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Other Robert Holdstock (was Re: Mythago Wood)

>What else has Robert Holdstock written?

Eye Among the Blind (Science Fiction, not Fantasy)

(I think it's pretty good. )

Steve Greenland
stevegr@neosoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 12:23:58 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Other Robert Holdstock (was Re: Mythago Wood)

Earthwind is also Science Fiction. It's a bit weird, but definitely very
good. There's a collection of short stories called In The Valley of the
Statues, which is also very good.  (This collection also includes the
original Mythago Wood novella.)

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 08:34:53 GMT
From: tmc@glasgow-caledonian.ac.uk ("T.McCormick")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Wheel of Time by Robert Jordan

   Well here's my story, back in November I sent an email to SF-Lovers
asking if anybody had any questions they wanted Robert Jordan author of the
Wheel of Time asked as I was going to a book signing of his, here in
Glasgow.

However to my dismay, I discovered I couldn't make it to the book signing
in the afternoon, so I typed a small letter to Robert Jordan explaining my
situation and including a list of the questions which I had received via
the internet, asking if he could possibly answer the questions at his
leisure. I also give him a copy of the Wheel of Time FAQ which I had
received via email and which I had printed and bound.

A couple of weeks later I received a reply.

I would have emailed this response to SF-Lovers sooner however my rights to
the network had been restricted, however my position has now changed and
what follows is the questions I posed then the letter he sent me.

Questions:

Question 1
When will the next book be released (UK & USA) and what will it be titled?

Question 2
Do you currently think it will be 7 or 8 books total, also will the books
continue to remain as 'chunky' as tFoH and tSR?

Question 3
 In tFoH, in the chapters "The Far Snows" and "A Short Spear," was the
timing of events deliberately precalculated by him, or not? If the first is
true, I'm not asking for an explanation - presumably we'll get that in a
later book.  I'm just asking for a yes or a no.  (If he wants to know why
the question was put, please just say the two words "time zones.")

Question 4
Ask him if he knows about all the Jordan junkies on the network.  Tell him
we love his books and are frenzied to know when the next one is coming out.
Get him to confirm that Verin is not Black. (not that he will of course;
then again, those of us who know, know that she isn't) Please find out if
Lews Therin balefired himself in the prologue in EotW, or if he just drew
too much of the OP. If it isn't critical to the continuing plot, I'm sure
he'll say.

Question 5
We don't want to pry however it was rumoured that you had suffered a heart
attack recently and your devoted readers are concerned for your welfare;

Question 6
What is the name of the next book and will Perrin be in it a bit more than
tFoH.

Question 7
I have found and read your Conan books, however are there any other books
that you have had published and are there any other books unrelated to the
Wheel of Time that you are working on?

Robert Jordan's Reply:

I found the compendium fascinating. It is startling how much your group has
puzzled out correctly, but I have to tell you that some of what you worked
out is wrong, concerning both me and the books, but I have it in mind not
to tell you which parts. That way you can have the pleasure of figuring out
for yourselves where you went astray. (Easy to say that when I'm four or
five thousand miles away.)

With regard to the covers, both my editor and I have fought long and hard
to get them to be the way they should be. And obviously with a high
futility quotient. Countless descriptions of Trollocs, pointing out that
Rand is approximately 6'5"-'6" tall, descriptions of the swords, of
Perrin's axe, etc..

The "dwarf Moiraine on a pony" problem was only the first, along with Lan
being in armour and the Robin Hood clothes. I do not assign blame. On those
occasions when either my editor or I have been able to speak directly to
Darryl Sweet, the problems in sketches have been solved handily for the
most part. (You did not realise that there were discrepancies in the
sketches which never made it onto the covers, did you?) Sometimes you just
give up after awhile; with Rand's height, for instance. After five books
showing him as maybe 6' tall, I've simply bagged trying for the extra 6".
As for the changing hair colours, I fear you must look to the printing
process for that blame. When we see the cover painting, all colours are as
we wish them to be, but then we must hope that the colours are reproduced
with some degree of faithfulness on the actual covers. The expense of
printing covers and/or dust jackets is such that no publisher is going to
throw away a set and reprint simply because the characters' hair has
changed colour.

Now for your questions.

l) The next book (#6; Lord OF CHAOS) should be released in the UK in
November 1994. I'd have it out quicker if I could, but it does take a
little time to write these books.

2) At present I am indeed hoping to complete the cycle in either seven or
eight books. I am 90% confident that I can do it in seven, 95% confident
that I can by eight. The thing is, as a famous manager of an American
baseball team once said: "It ain't over till it's over." I know the last
scene of the last book and the resolutions of all the major story lines. I
have known these things since the very beginning. It is just a matter of
getting there. And I am afraid the rest of the books very likely will be as
large as SHADOW and FIRES.  Sorry. I've been thinking about asking the
publisher to include a shoulder strap. At least I haven't topped a thousand
pages in Hardcover yet.

3) Yes, the timing was calculated. I know how far to the west Seanchan
lies.

4) I know about the "Jordan junkies" (ahem! Blush!), now. Lews Therin did
not use balefire on himself; he simply drew as much of the One Power as he
could, then kept on pulling it in. As for Verin: read and find out. Surely
you agree with Oscar Wilde about the suspense? I will try to keep you right
a tiptoe as long as I can.

5) No, I did not have a heart attack, nor any sort of medical problem
whatsoever. My wife did have heart surgery, she has made a full recovery);
this may be the source of the rumours. Many thanks for your concern.

6) LORD OF CHAOS is the title of number six at present. (See #1.)  A
working title, but I like it. As for Perrin, he will definitely be back
sooner or later.

7) I have been a writer for seventeen years now, and have had a number of
other books published (Westerns, international intrigue, historical
fiction), as well as essays, dance review and theatre criticism, but no
other fantasy save the Conan novels. I've written only one piece of short
fiction in my life, aside from school assignments, and it was never
published. I will probably write in those other genres again from time to
time; I enjoy them.  I am working on something unconnected with THE WHEEL
OF TIME, though I have not yet begun writing it. (Books percolate about in
my head for a long time before anything goes onto paper.) It will be the
next thing after THE WHEEL is complete. It will be fantasy, in a different
universe than THE WHEEL.

My editor says it will be people's chance to see a society like the
Seanchan Empire, but that is simply because most of the action will take
place in a culture much like Seanchan. The main male character, who is
shipwrecked there, comes from a place that might he considered a cross
between Elizabethan England and the Italian city-states of the Renaissance
with touches of the seventeenth century. I intend him to be a man in his
thirties, a man of some experience and worldliness in his own culture
(though this does him only occasional good where he finds himself), in
contrast to Rand's innocence and naiveti. The major female character is a
noblewoman of the land where he is shipwrecked; by the law, whatever is
cast up on the shores of her estates belongs to her: the ship, its cargo -
its crew. Of course, a good many details will surely change between now and
the commencement of writing (they always do), but that is the general form.
No working title yet beyond SHIPWRECK. I expect to do the story in two or
possibly three books.

As far as any message to the folks on the net.... It is really quite an
honour to find out that so many of you want to discuss my books in such
detail. Frankly, I'm both pleased and amazed that you have put so much time
and effort into it. Well, I hoped I was writing something that would hold
people's interest; it seems maybe I have.  One thing - don't think you've
reached bottom in your digging. I tried to make the books fairly simple on
the surface, and quite complex underneath. You've dug up a number of points
that I thought I had buried well enough that they wouldn't come to light
for some time yet (don't expect me to say which ones), and you've also dug
up one or two that I never buried in the first place (no hints there,
either). Jordan's Law, I think, can better be stated along these lines:
"Ah, you think you know how the game goes now? Very good, gentlemen. what
say we increase the bets just to make it interesting?".

End of letter.

Tom McCormick
Network Supervisor
Department of Computer Studies
Glasgow Caledonian University  
Glasgow, G4 OBA
T.McCormick@Gcal.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 11:20:00 GMT
From: PAOLO.BRICCARELLO@cselt.stet.it
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robert Jordan information need

Is there someone that can give me some information about book 5 in Robert
Jordan's cycle _The Weel of Time_?

Actually I have read the first four:
1 Eye of the World
2 The Big Hunt (?)
3 The Dragon Reborn (?)
4 Shadow Rising

Somewhere I read the title _THE FIRES OF HEAVEN_ but I don't know if it is
number 5.

I've read all the cycle (borrowing from a friend of mine) and I'd like to
read the end but I don't like it so much to buy an hardcover!

I think the writing is quite good and the character are sufficient.  The
story is quite derivative (the Aes Sedai are so similar to Herbert's Bene
Gesserit in _DUNE_) but the elements are mixed in a pleasant way.

Paolo Briccarello
CSELT, Torino Italy
Paolo.Briccarello@cselt.stet.it

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 20:04:39 GMT
From: u5x58@lfht1.hso.link.com (Paula Berman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mercedes Lackey

I pretty much agree with Claudia about some of Lackey's games-based books,
but boy, I do like those Valdemar and Elves in LA (and SF) series - and
those are vaguely related to the Car-racing Elves series (Is that Serrated
Edge? Whatever.)

I noticed in the last Winds book (Valdemar) that Lackey said at the end
she'd keep writing Valdemar as long as people keep buying it.  It should be
interesting to see how that goes. So far, the scattered-trilogy-in-the-
same-universe approach seems to be working well for her, as a means of
maintaining interest, but it got old after a while for Piers Anthony.  Anne
McCaffrey's Pern stuff is sort of petering out too, but OTOH, that happened
AFTER she moved more form trilogies to one shots on Pern.  Maybe that's
because only the really good ideas are worth a trilogy. Hmm.  I do think,
in some aspects, (quality, depth) Pern and Valdemar are comparable.

Anyone looking for Lackey fans should have no trouble, since several of her
books give info about joining her fanclub. (Something-or-other of the
Queen, I think.)

Paula Berman                        
u5x58@lfht1.hso.link.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 20:53:21 GMT
From: tamra@bombay.com (Tamra Heathershaw (contractor))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: In Search of Fans

I enjoyed both the Diana books and the Elves books, but for completely
different reasons than why I liked the Valdemar books. I think you need to
be in a different mood for the two types of different "worlds" Misty has
created. ((eeks...is it impolite to call an author by their nickname if
you've only read their work, but haven't actually met them?  I wonder what
Miss Manners would say...)) Anyway, I like the idea of magic in our modern
world, and enjoy seeing how Misty has combined modern music and art and
culture with traditional magical/horror elements.

I haven't read the new mystery, and I started the Black Gryphon but haven't
finished it (wrong mood!), so I'm looking forward to some good reading
sometime soon.

Tamra Heathershaw-Hart
tamra.heathershaw@gain.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 23:41:08 GMT
From: lauraj@cnd.hp.com (Laura Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: Best series

I definitely agree that the _Arrows_ series, especially _Arrows of the
Queen_, was, ah, immature in style. (I enjoyed it anyway. High praise for
her world-building abilities!) I hope that Carol is right about what
happened later: that she (Misty) got overextended by having too many (i.e.
more than she expected) of her ideas accepted. Because if that's what
happened, she can start submitting proposals more slowly to match the new,
improved acceptance rate, thus getting back to a reasonable rate of
production. I thought those middle books, when she was taking her time and
working without a co-author, were excellent. (_Last Herald-Mage_ books are
a good example.)

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 15:31:39 GMT
From: u3d06@cc.keele.ac.uk (VL Oliver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: In Search of Fans

Tamra Heathershaw (contractor) (tamra@bombay.com) wrote:
>I enjoyed both the Diana books and the Elves books, but for completely
>different reasons than why I liked the Valdemar books. I think you need to
>be in a different mood for the two types of different "worlds" Misty has
>created.  ...  Anyway, I like the idea of magic in our modern world, and
>enjoy seeing how Misty has combined modern music and art and culture with
>traditional magical/horror elements.

    I have to agree with you, I also liked the Diana books, elves books and
the Valdemar books.  I also agree that you do have to be in different
moods.  Also the book she co-authoured with Andre Norton, Elvenbane (or
close to that) was also good, more like the Valdmar series than the others.
I have since beginning to read her books, introduced several of my friends
to her works and they like them as much as I do.

------------------------------
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Date: 28 Apr 94 15:40:55 GMT
From: u3d06@cc.keele.ac.uk (VL Oliver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: In Search of Fans

Kenneth Tan (kt@spsun5.UUCP) wrote:
>I only liked her Last Herald Mage trilogy, and her "urban elves" series. I
>think that is because I'm a guy and these appeal to me more than the
>feminine Arrows books.
 
  Actually I liked them best myself, and I am a woman, the thing I like
about Misty is that she does make both female and male heroes and therefore
appeals to more people.

>I can't remember the name of the series featuring Eric the Bard, Korendil
>the elf and Beth the witch, but I really like those books. There was
>another book about Tannim the mage, forget the title. Wish I could meet
>elves in real life :-)
  
   I think the series with Eric the Bard, etc. was something Bard, I can't
remember the name of the book with Tannim, it might have been Born to Run,
or something like that, it was part of the Serrated Edge series, along with
Wheels of Fire and a third.  I enjoyed them all, though I did find the last
in the series, with the abused little girl rather disturbing , the elves'
punishment however to the father was excellent.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 03:44:28 GMT
From: gerstel@underground.irhe.upenn.edu (Brian Gerstel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: Best series

I also agree that the _Arrow_ series is immature...but for a first work,
not bad (this from someone who's read MZB's original _Sword of Aldones_
*shudder*!).

What got to me was the second book in the _Winds_ series...that one had
some pretty bad style problems, and some that looked to be editing and
proofreading problems as well.

Now, as much as I'm *dying* to finally get to the "end" of the Valdemar
story, I sincerely hope she concentrates on the _Gryphon_ series and
finishes it before starting the _Storms_ series.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 06:29:46 GMT
From: berriman@cs.curtin.edu.au (Michael Berriman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: In Search of Fans

rwood@nyx.cs.du.edu (Robert Wood) writes:
>The series is SERRated edge I think and there are about 5 books in it now.

  I don't really care what series it is.  All her books are good to great
and are not a real deep, heavy read, but something light, easy and fun to
read.  Some of her books get a bit to formula, but as a whole they are
good.  I haven't tries the Wing Commander book or the Bardic Voices books,
but to me the others seem good.

  She tends to tackle themes beyond what is usually considered proper for
authors, and it makes a refreshing change.  Her characters are allowed to
be different to the majority, and tackling issues like homosexuality and
abuse can only be commended.

Mike
Perth, Western Australia

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 21:09:28 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lackey: Sacred Ground

"Sacred Ground" is vintage Lackey - something which gets boring after a
while.  The confusion of people who thought it was a Diane Tregarde novel
is understandable, as it recycles many of the themes and quirks.

There are differences, of course: Jennifer Talldear is living in Oklahoma,
rather than just visiting.  She's a licensed investigator, rather than an
unlicensed one.  Her magic is shamanistic, rather than Wiccan.  Her family
has a tradition of hiding its origins, rather than (or more precisely, in
addition to) its religion.

Despite these differences and others, however, it reads like a standard
Lackey novel.  When a particularly slimy developer unearths what appears to
be a native graveyard, and when what may be acts of sabotage follow,
Talldear is hired to investigate the possibility of insurance fraud.  It
turns out quickly enough that in addition to whatever mundane wrong-doings
may be afoot, the developer has opened the door to an Ancient Evil (TM)
which it is up to Jennifer, her Old and Wise (TM) grandfather, and her
Attractive but Obnoxious (do I have to say it?)  quondam love interest to
combat.

Wisecracks aside, this *is* vintage Lackey, and I remember how much I
enjoyed this books read-alikes when they first appeared.  People who still
feel that way about them will enjoy this one too.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 18:21:41 GMT
From: jkarr@uvphys.phys.uvic.ca (Jennifer Karr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: Best series

>>Now, as much as I'm *dying* to finally get to the "end" of the Valdemar
>>story, I sincerely hope she concentrates on the _Gryphon_ series and
>>finishes it before starting the _Storms_ series.
> 
>No chance, as Storm Warning is scheduled for July 20th.

Is this a new Valdemar series?  If it is, what is it about?  I presume July
20th is when the hardcover edition comes out, which means another year
before the paperback shows up here.

I quite enjoy Lackey's writing.  It's not "great literature", but it is a
*very* good read.  I particularly like her world building skills, and find
she can create a very complete, relatively internally consistent,
engrossing universe.  In _The Last Herald Mage_ Trilogy in particular I
would find that after reading for a while I would come out of the book and
find my immediate surroundings looking slightly alien, as if the book were
more real than real life.  Now that's good world building! (In spite of the
talking horses.)

I think the _Last Herald Mage_ is her best series, with Vows and Honour
next, then Winds (The two I've read), and with the Heralds of Valdemar
being a good first effort, and readable, if a bit amateurish.  I found the
Serrated Edge books a bit repetitive, and a bit heavyhanded w.r.t.  the
message they were trying to get across.  The other two elves books were
better done.  The Bardic choices novels were again rather formulaic.

I think that covers all of her books, except the four or so that haven't
hit paperback yet.  They're on my list with about 15 other books that I
scan bookstore shelves for, in the hope that they've come out in a form
that I can afford to buy.

Jennifer

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 20:19:18 GMT
From: nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Neal Ulen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dennis McKiernan Fans?

Joe Shaw (joeshaw@info1.cc.vt.edu) wrote:
: nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Neal Ulen) wrote:
[About Dragondoom]
>I am compelled to agree with this.  It is simply a *wonderful* book.  If
>you only read one McKiernan book, this should be it.

Yes, I'll say it again:  Dragondoom is GREAT!

>What do you guys think of the constant jumping back and forth in time
>every chapter thing?  Distracting?  Or good because it gets us into the
>real story quicker?

It worked very well in _Dragondoom_.  But in _Eye_ and _Voyage_, it wasn't
really necessary, esp. in _Voyage_ because there is hardly any jumping
around in time, bu he (McKiernan) insists on putting the date on every
chapter.

>What's the deal with Aravan's hang-up?  Is it explained in Voyage, which I
>have yet to read?

What hang-up are you refering to?  In _Voyage_ you do learn a lot more
about Aravan, but I can't recall what hangup you are referring to.  Also,
if you like sea-going adventures, then _Voyage_ is for you.

Neal E. Ulen
nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 20:25:25 GMT
From: nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Neal Ulen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Next Dennis McKiernan book SF?

Someone wrote me (Ryan Wallace?) and told me that Dennis McKiernan's next
book is going to be a sci-fi book.  Is this true?  I thought he was working
on another Mithgar story.

Neal E. Ulen
nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 15:52:48 GMT
From: craig@indium.cmpe.ubc.ca (Craig Hlady)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Niven: Nostradamus of our age?

I was reading the paper the other day, and I got a chill down my spine as I
read it.  The title is "Demand outstrips supply in trading of body parts" A
particularly disturbing passage reads 'A children's home in St. Petersburg,
Russia, is giving away children in its care to foreigners and does not
bother to register addresses to which they go.  The evidence, though
strongly circumstantial, points strongly to the orphans being robbed of
their organs and tissues.  Dr. Jean-Claude Alt, an anaesthetist in
Versailles and a leading campaigner against illegal trading in human
organs, says: "People come to the home offering to adopt children with any
ailment from a harelip to Down Syndrome and severe mental disturbance.
Their only stipulation is that they have no heart trouble.  What conclusion
can you draw from that?"'
   The article goes on to say how criminals in Singapore have their organs
removed from them the day before they are due to be hanged (for crimes like
trading in heroin), and how Third-World people can sell their own organs
for hard currency.
   Naturally, Niven's series of stories involving organleggers sprang to
mind, such as _A Gift From Earth_.  I wonder if, perhaps in the Third
World, people are already being kidnapped and killed for their organs?  For
me, it seemed eerie how well Niven predicted this trend.

Craig Hlady
craig@cmpe.ubc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 21:53:54 GMT
From: browc@ils.unc.edu (Carlton Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: Nostradamus of our age?

craig@indium.cmpe.ubc.ca (Craig Hlady) writes: 
>I was reading the paper the other day, and I got a chill down my spine as
>I read it.  The title is "Demand outstrips supply in trading of body
>parts" A particularly disturbing passage reads 'A children's home...

[Deletions]

What newspaper did this appear in? Was it an original story or from a wire
service? Was this a reputable paper or a "News of The World"-type rag?

>  I wonder if, perhaps in the Third World, people are already being
> kidnapped and killed for their organs?  For me, it seemed eerie how well
> Niven predicted this trend.

Whether or not these stories are true, the fact that they are being
reported in the press can create considerable danger for westerners who
travel to Third World countries. You may recall the American tourist who
was beaten very nearly to death when she was accused by a mob in Guatemala
of kidnapping children for their organs.

Until someone is actually caught and convicted, these stories constitute
dangerous, sensationalist, "journalism". You might want to remind the
editors of "the paper" that they are endangering the lives of western
tourists. The whole story line sounds like the "baby-killer" propaganda
that passed for news in the '60's.

>Naturally, Niven's series of stories involving organleggers sprang to
>mind, such as _A Gift From Earth_.

The Del Rey paperback edition of _The Long ARM of Gil Hamilton_ includes an
afterword where he discusses potential trade in human organ. A brief note
on the subject also appears before "The Jigsaw Man" in _N-Space_.

WCB

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 20:33:32 GMT
From: rob@hao.ucar.edu (Rob Montgomery)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: Nostradamus of our age? (and Omni Magazine)

Very interesting.  On the other hand, Niven probably wouldn't like the
insult of being compared to Nostradamus.  :-)

I just happened upon an old Omni magazine yesterday with an article on
Nostradamus, with very specific interpretations of vague ramblings (English
literal translations were included as well as the interpretations).  Has
Omni always been off the deep end in pseudoscience?  Just their UFO Update
column is enough to make me distrust the accuracy of the more serious
non-fiction articles.

[I actually do have the book of Nostradamus' "predictions," which I got
mainly because it was cheap and had English and French side by side - I was
learning French at the time.  The text is definitely nebulous enough to
allow any or no interpretations (yes, I favor the latter ;-).]

Rob

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 15:56:28 GMT
From: ljy02@festival.ed.ac.uk (L J Yellowlees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: Nostradamus of our age?

In response to the comments about 'organlegging' coming into the Urban
Legend category, I'd just like to say that there was a fair sized scandal
about a year ago when it emerged that people in/from Turkey, which is
hardly the most backward of nations (is currently trying very hard to join
the EC, and will probably be admitted within 5 - 10 years) were being
offered substantial sums of money to sell one of their kidneys for use in
transplant operations in (if I remember correctly) private hospitals in the
the UK and Germany.  This hardly counts as Sun-type sensationalism, as it
was reported in all of the reputable newspapers in the UK, and a heated
political debate on the general topic arose directly from the incidents (if
my memory serves me correctly, there was even a law drawn up banning the
practice of trading in human organs).
   Evidently the future predicted by Niven is happening sooner than he
anticipated, thanks to the joys of the free market economy.

Lockhart Horsburgh
ljy02@festival.ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 19:57:03 GMT
From: browc@ils.unc.edu (Carlton Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: Nostradamus of our age?

ljy02@festival.ed.ac.uk (L J Yellowlees) writes: 
>In response to the comments about 'organlegging' coming into the Urban
>Legend category, I'd just like to say that there was a fair sized scandal
>about a year ago when it emerged that people in/from Turkey, which is
>hardly the most backward of nations (is currently trying very hard to join
>the EC, and will probably be admitted within 5 - 10 years) were being
>offered substantial sums of money to sell one of their kidneys for use in
>transplant operations in (if I remember correctly) private hospitals in
>the the UK and Germany.  This hardly counts as Sun-type sensationalism,

Granted. But this is *not* organlegging. Organlegging strictly refers to
kidnap/murder for the purpose of selling organs for transplant.

>as it was reported in all of the reputable newspapers in the UK, and a
>heated political debate on the general topic arose directly from the
>incidents (if my memory serves me correctly, there was even a law drawn up
>banning the practice of trading in human organs).

As well it should be. My point still stands though, that organlegging *as
LN defined it*, has not, to my knowledge, been documented.

>Evidently the future predicted by Niven is happening sooner than he
>anticipated...

He was NOT predicting the future! He was playing with the darker side of a
good idea (transplant technology) and writing entertaining stories and
detective fiction set in a *possible* future. He did have a genuine fear
that something like organlegging might occur; but that's not to say that he
felt it was an inevitable destiny.

>...thanks to the joys of the free market economy.

Hmmm. If you're interested in some of Larry Niven's views on economics you
might try reading "How to Save the World and Make a Little Money" in
_N-Space_. He seems to think there are some advantages to free markets.

WCB

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 12:47:59 GMT
From: petev@gdstech.grumman.com (Peter Venetoklis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Niven's The Integral Trees

Just finished _The Integral Trees_.  Enjoyed it, but was not thrilled.  Can
anyone tell me how the sequel, _The Smoke ring_ compares?

Peter Venetoklis
Senior Engineer - Mission Analysis
Northrop Grumman Corporation
petev@gdstech.grumman.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Apr 94 00:53:21 GMT
From: wjboyke@vela.acs.oakland.edu (wjboyke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Carpe Diem by S Miller and S Lee Sequel?

I have enjoyed the Series by Steve Miller and Sharon Lee with the first
three books being "Conflict of Honors", "Agent of Change", and "Carpe
Diem".  I was hoping someone out there has heard anything on the next book.
The series screams for another book and since the last book was published
in 1989 I hope, 1. I did not miss it.  2.  It is not a dead series.

The thought of another lost manuscript like the sequel to "Witches of
Karres" is, even though not fatal, at least painful due to the lack of
closure.

BTW. If you have not read them, they are well worth it.

Bill Boyke

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 06:42:53 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: out this week

Is is time for another of these already? Oh well, here we go:

The Seeker, Simon Hawke, TSR (pb)
 Tribe of One (Dark Sun setting), book two.
Spell of Apocalypse, Mayer Alan Brenner, DAW Fantasy (pb)
 Dance of Gods #4 (& last?) - *finally*!!
Equinox, Samuel R. Delany, Rhinoceros/Masquerade (pb)
 Reprint; first published as Tides of Lust.
Seed of Darkness, Nigel D. Findley, Mayfair Games Inc. (pb)
 Fantasy in the Demons(tm) setting from Mayfair.

Probably out for a bit already, but I just picked them up:
Flying to Valhalla, Charles Pellegrino, AvoNovA SF (pb)
 First contact at Alpha Cent. - but the captain's insane...
The Beast Within, ed. Stewart Wieck, White Wolf Fiction (pb)
 Collection of Vampire: The Masquerade stories

And Lawrence Block has a new (first in 10 years) Bernie Rhodenbarr/The
Burglar Who... book out, and there doesn't seem to be a .mystery newsgroup,
so I get to tell you guys instead.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - O'Donohoe (3 msgs) & Tamora Pierce &
                       Kim Stanley Robinson (2 msgs) & Simak &
                       Steakley (2 msgs) & Tubb & Vance (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 17:10:20 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Magic and the Healing

Deana livingston@calc.ve writes:

>I just wanted to know if anyone out there has read _The Magic and the
>Healing_ by Nick O'Donohoe.  Except for one *big* mistake and one or two
>things that bothered me, I liked the book and I would like to have your
>opinions.

I liked it. I'm not dancing around in glee, but I'll buy any sequels (which
are blatantly hinted at at the end of the book.) I liked the understated
treatment of mythological figures, and particularly the depiction of
mythical animals; each species had a culture at least hinted at, all
somewhat alien to human culture.

I know little about animals or medicine. The one mistake I saw (this is a
spoiler, but a spoiler for a scene in chapter one, which is also spoiled by
the cover art and the inside cover quote, so deal:)

The protagonist (a student veterinarian) is handed a broken-off unicorn
horn. She initially guesses that it might be a horn, a claw, or a tooth;
she decides that a claw would show more signs of wear, and then she's told
that it's not a tooth and it comes from a one-horned creature, and she
staggers off befuddled into chapter two. But (I think) horns are hollow (at
least the goat / antelope type of horns, which these are), whereas claws
and fangs are mostly solid, with only a small channel down the middle, if
that. Since the horn was broken off, this should have been immediately
obvious.

Anything else?

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 16:45:30 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Magic and the Healing

Andrew C. Plotkin (ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu) wrote:
>The protagonist (a student veterinarian) is handed a broken-off unicorn
>horn. She initially guesses that it might be a horn, a claw, or a tooth;
>she decides that a claw would show more signs of wear, and then she's told
>that it's not a tooth and it comes from a one-horned creature, and she
>staggers off befuddled into chapter two. But (I think) horns are hollow
>(at least the goat / antelope type of horns, which these are), whereas
>claws and fangs are mostly solid, with only a small channel down the
>middle, if that. Since the horn was broken off, this should have been
>immediately obvious.

Rhino horn is solid so far as I know - haven't read this book, but this
doesn't strike me as an error.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 14:35:03 GMT
From: drl95@calc.vet.uga.edu (DEANA LIVINGSTON)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Magic and the Healing

Horns are not necessarily hollow-it depends on what type of animal and the
age of the animal.  Goat horns aren't hollow until the animal gets older.

>Anything else?

My reference to a mistake was technical: You can't fix a transverse
fracture at the base of the horn with cerclage wires.  They just won't hold
it on.

Deana Livingston

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 20:58:03 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Pierce: Wolf-Speaker

I'm enjoying Tamora Pierce's new series, "The Immortals", but it lacks the
magic of her first series, "The Song of the Lioness".  The two series have
the same setting - "The Immortals" takes place about a decade later, and
characters from the first series (Alanna, George, John, a few others)
appear in minor supporting roles.

The protagonist of the new series is Dane, a girl with a special talent for
animals.  In the fist book of the series, "Wild Magic", she develops her
abilities to communicate with animals, to command them, and even to heal
them.  (It becomes obvious fairly early, to the reader if not to her, that
her unknown father is a forest god.)  These abilities prove useful when
Tortal comes under supernatural attack: Carthak, which is looking to
conquer Tortal, has found a way to release the previously-imprisoned
immortals (harpies, ogres, dragons, etc. - creatures with which Dane can at
least communicate) and send them against Tortal.

"Wolf-Speaker" opens a year or two later.  Within the context of the
struggle between Tortal and Carthak it forms an isolated episode, as Dane
and her mentor attempt to save a valley from the Lord who is despoiling it,
and to oppose his traitorous scheme.  For Dane herself, it forms the next
stage of her growth, as she learns to extend her powers, and begins to
learn how they are intended to be used.

I'm not sure I can pin down why I'm relatively luke-warm about this series.
Partly because the ecological sensibilities displayed seem too specific to
the twentieth century, but that's not necessarily a flaw in a juvenile.
More because Dane is a less interesting character than Alanna.  Things also
come to her too easily (one of the advantages of being a demigoddess, I
guess), and the right help or ability always seems to show up when she
needs it.

I enjoyed it well enough, and will probably get the next book in hardcover
as well, but if you're not a particular fan of Pierce's work, I'd wait for
the paperback, at least.  (If you haven't read her much better first
series, try it first, starting with "Alanna: The First Adventure".  This
assumes you enjoy good juvenile fantasy, of course, which some people do
not.)

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 00:36:32 GMT
From: lbm@avs.com (Linda B. Merims)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Red Mars

I've read both _Red Mars_ and _Green Mars_.  _Green Mars_ continues the
story in much the same way.  It is just later, the main characters are
older (and suffering odd maladies because of their age), the transformation
of Mars is further along, and the long political struggle over Mars's fate
is getting into its second century with the same basic conflicts and sides,
but new manifestations.

I would call them very "adult" science fiction.  They are slow moving,
sedate tales of detail and characterization.  Oh, they do have spectacular
fireworks, too, but that is not the main point of the story.  These are
books to enjoy paragraph by paragraph, not rushing forward to the final
solution.

My enjoyment of the stories would have been helped if:

 - I knew more geology
 - I had had a detailed Martian atlas readily at hand.
   The map provided in the book just isn't near good enough
   to keep track of where people are and what kind of terrain
   they are in.

Linda B. Merims
Waltham, MA
lbm@avs.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 16:19:07 GMT
From: jlr@world.std.com (John L Redford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Red Mars

young@epas.utoronto.ca (Abigail Ann Young) writes:
>And what about Green Mars? Is it a sequel, i.e., same characters carrying
>on more or less directly from the end of Red Mars, or is it set in a quite
>different time?

"Green Mars" picks up immediately after Red, and shares many of the same
characters, including Sax Russell, Maia, Anne Clayborne, and Hiroko.  It
introduces some new ones as well, and has some action back on Earth.

As to whether RM is dystopian, I actually got the opposite impression.  I
think KSR was trying to show how new and better societies might come about.
Mars really was a New World, and his characters had the same utopian
impulses as the American colonists.  John Boone is set up as an archetypal
American, right down to his name.  The fact that the utopias were crushed
in RM by the powers-that-be also goes along with American history.  Still,
some of them survive into Green Mars, and their struggle isn't over yet.

John Redford
jlr@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 22:02:48 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Retrograde Reviews--Clifford Simak:Way Station

Clifford Simak:Way Station

A Retrograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

Way Station is, as far as I know, Simak's only Hugo-winner.  In my opinion,
it definitely earned it.

Simak is one of those authors I have as vague an impression of as Fred
Pohl.  I've only read a couple of his books before, and don't have a clear
image of either of them.  But Way Station is undeniably his classic.

It's almost as thick in ideas as a first novel, but is a bit more
sophisticated in style.  It's the story of Enoch Wallace, who was recruited
after the end of the Civil War to be the monitor of a transfer station on
Earth.  A galactic league of aliens was trying to open up this spiral arm,
and an alien who Enoch names Ulysses found in Enoch the ideal man for the
job.

So Wallace retires from human society, for the most part, for a hundred
years.  He watched aliens come through, chats with some, receives gifts,
most of which he can barely comprehend, and only spends about an hour a day
in the outside world, which is the only time he ages.

The first part of the book concerns some CIA agents who become interested
in this unaging hermit(and especially the alien body buried beside his
parents').

The book soon shifts to Wallace himself, telling his story mostly by
flashbacks.  But when the action catches up to the present day, we find
that a number of factors are converging - impending war on Earth, a mob
prepared to stalk him at home, a galactic furor over the disappearance of
the alien body buried there, as well as the theft of the Talisman, a holy
object which, in the hands of a sensitive custodian, allows communion with
The Force.  (Or Simak's equivalent to it.)  Wallace is faced with a
decision between the galactic community and his own planet.

I'll try not to give away the ending, but let's just say that everything is
wrapped up nicely, or almost everything.

A great tour de force.  I'll definitely have to read more Simak after this.

Author:     Simak, Clifford D.
Title:      Way Station
Publisher:  Ballantine del Rey
City:       New York
Date:       Copyright 1963
Order Info: ISBN 0-345-28420-8
Pages:      236 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US$1.95

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 17:30:08 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Steakley and "Vampire$"

jkapalka@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Jason Kapalka) writes:
>Just a dissenting opinion here... while I enjoyed Armor and Vampire$, it
>was in a very guilty fashion. Steakley's great with action scenes and
>tactical combat, but his character development leaves something to be
>desired. In both Armor and Vampire$ the bad guys are reduced to
>one-dimensionality pretty quickly in order to make more room for loud
>battle scenes. Vampire$ becomes really awful when Steakley tries to flesh
>out his vampires with the usual decadent decor and backgrounds - to me, it
>read like Anne Rice filtered through Tom Clancy.
>...
>Still, there's no denying he writes swell action scenes. If that's what
>you're looking for, he delivers.

I'm not sure this is entirely fair.  I came from a position of liking
Armor, and not liking Vampire$.  In both cases I found the characters to be
fairly well painted (in the sense of being in some sense realistic).  It's
just that in the case of Vampire$, I found the psychology of a boozing
mercenary to be not particularly inspiring, even if it did seem pretty much
'spot-on'.

In the case of Armor, the characters were probably less realistic and more
idealized.  However, I liked it better.  If I had to summarize it, I'd say
that the author was writing mostly about 'battle fatigue' and how it
affects even (or especially) the toughest (who were perhaps a bit tougher
than was credible in this case, a flaw I found forgivable).

------------------------------

Date: 9 Apr 94 21:08:49 GMT
From: gwong@s.psych.uiuc.edu (Gary Wong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Armor" by John Steakley

Well, the first time I read Armor, I had not read Starship Troopers, so did
not realize that the premise of combat infantry suits had been done.  After
reading ST, I still found that I enjoyed reading Armor. I agree with the
others that have posted that it is worth your time to get past the first
line. It gets much, much better. And it really is different from ST.

Gary Wong 
Department of Psychology,
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
603 E Daniel St.
Champaign, IL, 61820
gwong@s.psych.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 17:02:47 GMT
From: wattevans@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: E.C. Tubb - Earl Dumarest info

I checked what I thought I'd remembered, and got it confirmed - Tubb wrote
the final Dumarest novel with such a downbeat ending that no publisher
would touch it, and refused to change it.  It's not a matter of having it
ready if he dies; it's a matter of everyone concerned except Tubb thinking
his ending is absolutely unacceptable.
 
DAW would be happy to publish a final Dumarest book if Tubb would give them
one that wasn't such a downer.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 23:43:42 GMT
From: dfp@cs.mu.oz.au (Doug Palmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury) writes:
>dfp@cs.mu.OZ.AU (Doug Palmer) writes:
>>In general, Vance's characters tend to be assembled from similar stuff.
>>The viewpoint characters are always the most reasonable, adaptable and
>>capable of understanding "foreign" thought (and usually win out in the
>>end for exactly these reasons).
>
>What, like Cugel?

Cugel is an exception, although he's also the least successful of Vance's
heros. In some ways, Vance writes morality plays, with virtue rewarded and
vice punished suitably at the end. One thing which sets him apart from
standard form 101 action stories, though, is his habit of not always
rescuing the heroine, who sometimes ends up dead or vanished (e.g. the
Flower of Cath).

>Actually I do take your point - and Cugel isn't so much an exception as
>subject to a different set of rules (being a rogue-hero rather than just a
>hero, but still a standard Vance type).

Cugel is the character most of his other heros interact with. It's as if
Vance got interested in what happens to his bit players and decided to
write a book about one of them.

A Vancian "Rosencrantz and Guildernstein are Dead" would be rather
interesting, although I don't think he's up to the same mixing of levels as
Stoppard. One of the Demon Princes books written from the point of view of
some poor sod who is being dragged along in the slipstream of Girsen's
quest for the princes, perhaps.

>I happen to have finished re-reading _Cugel's Saga_ literally minutes
>before logging on, and am, again, mind-blown by Vance's ability to spin
>glorious yarn after glorious yarn.  There are still dozens (at least) of
>his books that I've never read... what a nice thought!

I've always enjoyed the books with Hussarde games in them (the Alastor
Cluster books). One of the most ludicrous games ever devised.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 16:53:29 GMT
From: mikes@ingres.com (Mike Schilling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

I've always wondered about _Cugel's Saga_.  Vance returns to the Dying
Earth series after a hiatus of a decade or so, and what does he write?
Almost an exact duplicate of _The Eyes of the Overworld_, even giving Cugel
the same journey to make!  The main difference is that, while Cugel is
sometimes a successful criminal in TEotO, in CS he's always punished for
his misdeeds, usually escaping from his victims' revenge with nothing but
his skin.  It seems odd, given how different the other two books in the
series are, for these two to be so similar.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 23:24:08 GMT
From: dstone@phoenix.cs.uga.edu (David Stone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

Mike Schilling <mikes@Ingres.COM> wrote:
>I've always wondered about _Cugel's Saga_.  Vance returns to the Dying
>Earth series after a hiatus of a decade or so, and what does he write?
>Almost an exact duplicate of _The Eyes of the Overworld_, even giving
>Cugel the same journey to make!  The main difference is that, while Cugel
>is sometimes a successful criminal in TEotO, in CS he's always punished
>for his misdeeds, usually escaping from his victims' revenge with nothing
>but his skin.  It seems odd, given how different the other two books in
>the series are, for these two to be so similar.

  Well, aside from the obvious differences in plot (which I know are
irrelevant to your argument) I would have to agree with you, except on one
point.  In _Cugel's Saga_, Cugel seems to behave differently, and show
different reactions to similar situations.  For instance, in this book we
actually see Cugel passing up opportunities to betray people (I was really
expecting him to rob the old stone column maker blind and run off...), and
instead show instead something almost approaching morals.  The only problem
is that the transition seems fairly uneven; Cugel seems to just sort of
change between the ending of _TEotOW_ and the beginning of _CS_.  It's hard
for me to decide whether or not Mr. Vance just shifted styles after a
decade of not writing about this character, or if he meant for the changes
in Cugel's personality to be the result of his previous adventures, and
especially his ejection from Iocounu's (sp?) home.

BTW, can anyone tell me whether or not Michael Shea's _A Quest for
Symbillis_ is worth reading?  I have a copy, but haven't really felt like
reading it since I found out that Vance supplanted it when he wrote CS.

David Stone

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************


1, edited,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA11491; Mon, 2 May 94 12:49:05 EDT
Date: Mon, 2 May 94 12:49:05 EDT
Message-Id: <9405031213.AA11491@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #328
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Mon, 2 May 94 12:49:05 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #328
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 2 May 1994        Volume 19 : Issue 328

Today's Topics:

		Books - Vance (2 msgs) & Varley (6 msgs) &
                        Joan D. Vinge (2 msgs) & Wilson &
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Date: 27 Apr 94 03:37:03 GMT
From: dxb105@huxley.anu.edu.au (David Bofinger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance

Jack Claff (jack@scu.edu.au) wrote:
> But some of his [Vance's] concepts are atrocious, for example his
> football like game (was it Hadaul?)  where the aim is to rip the clothes
> of the beautiful virgin and in the book The Face where the Darsh are into
> whips and pederasty.

and Brian Pickrell (pickrell@netcom.com) replied:
> But it's realistic to present foreign cultures as doing certain things
> that offend us, and to portray a hero as being enough a product of his
> culture as not to see anything wrong with it. ...

In both cases described above the hero is an outsider, and _is_ disturbed
by this feature of the society. So I might agree with Brian's reply in
principle, but I don't think it applies to this particular case.

David Bofinger
Dept. of Theoretical Physics
RSPhysSE, ANU, ACT, 2601
dxb105@huxley.anu.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 07:19:17 GMT
From: dfp@cs.mu.oz.au (Doug Palmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance

dasher@NETCOM.COM (Anton Sherwood) writes:
>I've read The Face at least twice (I consider it and Emphyrio to be
>Vance's best), and can't remember anything about whips and pederasty!  But
>nothing the Darsh do can =rprisoke me.  ;)

Are the "bungle boys" in The Face? It's been a while since I read it, but
that involved children making "mistakes" and being whipped for it.

It sticks in my mind as something where, for once, Vance hasn't got a good
name for something. "Bungle Boys" sounds rather pedestrian.

>{Brian's right: Some of the things that make a culture foreign will strike
>us as innocuous, like the colors of Shant, and some... won't.  To write as
>if that weren't true would be dishonest.

It's also not as if current and historical cultures on Earth didn't have
various aspects to them that cause a certain intake of breath today:
torture, religious prostitution, the Mayan ball game, marriage at 13,
catamites, eunuchs, slavery, assorted forms of imperial expansion, that
wild central Asian version of polo played with a prisoner as the ball...
But I don't think that historical novels should be banned.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 06:37:58 GMT
From: bookworm@yvax.byu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Varley -- Steel Beach

A damn good book.

Steel Beach was a fine work and Varley's best by far.  It isn't something
for the queasy or faint at hart if they don't want to read about sexual
situations or blatant discussion of human sexuality.  But the book was
extremely well written with wit and humor that hasn't been seen in many
years of moons.

A fine work.

Casey
Bookworm@yvax.byu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 06:23:10 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Varley -- Steel Beach

Despite initial impressions, it is quite a conservative book, sexually
speaking.  The opening sentence turns out to be a cock tease, as we are
quickly shown that this is an aberrant, non-mainstream group, and sexually,
things are pretty much standard, even if the sexes themselves change.
Hildy is very straight (in more ways than one), and the book is unlikely to
surprise or shock anyone the way, say, Delany's _Dhalgren_ might.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 17:00:01 GMT
From: chc@uwoadmin.uwo.ca (Chris Campbell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Varley -- Steel Beach

Casey writes:
>A damn good book.

Huh?  Did you say good book?  If this is good, what *do* you consider bad?

>Steel Beach was a fine work and Varley's best by far.  It isn't something
>for the queasy or faint at hart if they don't want to read about sexual
>situations or blatant discussion of human sexuality.  But the book was
>extremely well written with wit and humor that hasn't been seen in many
>years of moons.

If this is his best, than I guess I shouldn't bother with some of his
earlier works that have been recommended to me.  I didn't find the sexual
situations or discussions all that blatant or quease inducing.  Stranger In
A Strange Land was just as sexually pioneering and much more enjoyable a
read.  I think the difference being, that I cared about the characters in
SiaSL.  I believe, that the only characters I felt anything for in Steel
Beach, were Hildy's baby and the dog.  And, they never showed up until the
last 50 pages.  I did have a hard time with the Hildy character after the
sex change.  I found that I was constantly reminding myself that this was
now a woman talking, and not a man.

As far as humor goes, this guy ain't funny (at least not to me).  I think I
laughed once while reading SB.  And that was on page 10.  You want funny?
Try Douglas Adams.  This guy is funny.  I nearly pissed myself a number of
times reading the Hitchiker series.

>A fine work.

Huh?  Did you say fine?

Chris Campbell
daschc@uwoadmin.uwo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 19:50:10 GMT
From: ee@starsun1.ph.qmw.ac.uk (Frossie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: VARLEY - Steel Beach - Yawn?

Having just finished Steel Beach, I think I can safely say that it is the
best book Heinlein never wrote, and that it was purposefully written in
that way. No increased yawning activity occurred that I noticed.

There was a part of the ending that is too big a spoiler to mention
explicitly that I really didn't like. (hint: what happened in the cave
while Hildy was having her last conversation with CC)

ee@star.qmw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 12:32:38 GMT
From: petev@gdstech.grumman.com (Peter Venetoklis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Varley -- Steel Beach

I thought Steel Beach was a terrific book in many ways.  I liked the
characters, plot, setting, science, etc..  You, of course, are entitled to
your own opinion, but I do suggest you try some of Varley's short story
work before you condemn him as a writer.

Peter Venetoklis
Senior Engineer - Mission Analysis      
Northrop Grumman Corporation
petev@gdstech.grumman.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 20:45:48 GMT
From: bookworm@yvax.byu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Varley -- Steel Beach

Yes, the sex wasn't as blatant as other things, but some people are
extremely conservative.  And since I live and work in that community I tend
to be cautious about recommending such to folk here and it carried over.

So you didn't like it.  Sorry to hear that.  You may prefer his earlier
stuff and I would recommend it as well.  Alas, SB broke from all his norms
and was really something extrordinary.

Casey
Bookworm@yvax.byu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 19:10:52 GMT
From: cclayto1@voltage.eve.ford.com (Chris Clayton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joan D. Vinge

On the subject of Joan Vinge's works, has anyone else read "Tin Soldier"?
This was one of her first stories, but I remember that it made a heckuva
impression on me when I first read it.  It's also a story that could make a
great movie (although Hollywood would wreck it, of course).

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 22:34:36 GMT
From: tamdan@netcom.com (Tamar Bihari)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joan D. Vinge

I'm glad you mentioned "Tin Soldier", because I've often thought of the
story but couldn't remember the title. As soon as I read the title, though,
I knew it was the one. I found it very moving, and, obviously very
memorable. Romantic, heartbreaking. I love Joan Vinge when she's in this
mode. I have problems with her truly dark stuff, like _World's End_ and
some of the _Psion_ series. But _Snow Queen_ and stories like "Tin Soldier"
make me sigh with pleasure. I've been hesitant to buy _Summer Queen_ for
fear of disappointment, but after reading the comments about it on this
thread, I've changed my mind. I'm looking forward to reading it. Thanks,
all!

Does anyone remember what collection "Tin Soldier" was in? Was it _Crystal
Ship_?

Tamar

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 18:50:49 GMT
From: c2mxall@fre.fsu.umd.edu ("Jonathan T. Alloy")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robert Anton Wilson's "Reality Is What You Make Of It"

Has anyone else out there read Robert Anton Wilson's weird-beyond-belief
"Reality Is What You Make Of It"? If so, what did you think? I just got a
copy and finished reading it, and I'm still not sure what his point was, or
what he was trying to say, or why.

What think the rest of you?

Jonathan T. Alloy
Frostburg State University
c2mxall@fre.fsu.umd.edu
jalloy@cap.gwu.edu
c2mxall@fre.towson.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 16:07:02 GMT
From: kathy@lumina.camb.inmet.com (Kathy Wienhold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BOOK:  "Alien Sex" - anyone read it?

Having just stopped in at Boston Public this past weekend (it sure is nice
to be back in the land of libraries again!), I found their "Monthly Quick
Picks: Books Recommended by Staff" began by listing the book "Alien Sex: 19
Tales by the Masters of Science Fiction and Dark Fantasy".  Has anyone read
this?  Is it worth putting in a reserve request for it?

Kathy
kathy@inmet.camb.inmet.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 17:42:02 GMT
From: goodin@fraser.sfu.ca (Charles Frederick Goodin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BOOK: "Alien Sex" - anyone read it?

I read it, and forgot about it almost immediately afterward.  I'd seen some
of the stories before, and the rest weren't anything amazing to write home
about.  So, it depends on how much effort and or money it would take to put
in a reserve request at your particular library.  It wasn't a waste to just
pull it off the shelf and sign it out, but if I'd paid $.50 for the
privilege of reading it, I'd be disappointed (to use my library as an
example).

Chuk Goodin
Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, BC
goodin@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 21:21:46 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BOOK:  "Alien Sex" - anyone read it?

Well, some of the stories were good, however several were just plain goofy.
Certainly worth it as a library book.  As for purchasing it, I would
suggest others to go the paperback rather than the hardcover route.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 11:06:43 GMT
From: tahnan@netcom.com (Mastersmith Encil)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BOOK:  "Alien Sex" - anyone read it?

It's worth reading; some of the stories were ones I'd not read and had
meant to (e.g., "Man of Steel, Woman of Kleenex"); some were ones I wanted
to read when I learned they existed (Harlan Ellison's "How's the Night Life
on Cissalda?"); some were ones I'd read before but knew were good (Connie
Willis's "All My Darling Daughters").

And some weren't any good at all, it turned out.  But that's life. :-)

Lance

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 17:29:22 GMT
From: markg@ichips.intel.com (Mark Gonzales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BOOK:  "Alien Sex" - anyone read it?

kathy@lumina.camb.inmet.com (Kathy Wienhold) writes:
>"Alien Sex: 19 Tales by the Masters of Science Fiction and Dark Fantasy".
>Has anyone read this?  Is it worth putting in a reserve request for it?

Yes, if reserve requests are free. The first story in the anthology "Her
Furry Face" is the only one that left an impression on me. It was so good
it caused me to buy the book, after reading that one story in Powells.
Unfortunately, the rest of the stories are forgettable.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 21:15:57 GMT
From: bobm@ingres.com (Bob McQueer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BOOK:  "Alien Sex" - anyone read it?

Not a bad collection, but not particularly noteworthy either.  Some of the
stories chosen were downright tame, considering the collection title.  The
better ones were the ones you are likely to have seen elsewhere:

   "Man of Steel, Woman of Kleenex" - an old Larry Niven gag.
   "How's the Night Life on Cissalda" - an old Harlan Ellison gag.

   Both of these are hilarious, and worth reading if you haven't.  The
   Niven one, in particular has been reprinted and published many times.

   "All my Darling Daughters" - Connie Willis

   Simply brilliant.

I also liked the Pat Cadigan story, and "Chickens Dancing", the author of
which is on the tip of my tongue.  On the whole, kind of an uneven
collection.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 18:55:27 GMT
From: matt@peewee.chinalake.navy.mil (Clotty Peristalt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BOOK: "Alien Sex" - anyone read it?

I read it a while ago, and like most anthologies, some stories are very
good, some are OK, and some are throw aways.  I liked the Kevin Jeter
story, Phil Farmer's The Jungle Rot Kid on the Nod, and the rather comical
one about the man who became an Incubus.  Very amusing.

Clotty Peristalt

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 09:52:44 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alien Sex

Alien Sex, edited by Ellen Datlow
a book review by Gareth Rees

   "When men in sf films say `It's a strange alien life form like nothing
we've met before, and we can't possibly understand it'" says Gwyneth Jones,
talking about her new novel "White Queen", "what I hear is `Women!  Who can
understand them?'"  Well, that's "Alien Sex" deconstructed, right?

   Well, not really.  Ellen Datlow's new collection is full of
sophisticated and intelligent stories that bear this kind of analysis
lightly.

   Of course there's fluff too, but even that is mostly delightful.
There's Larry Niven's oft-reprinted `Man of Steel, Woman of Kleenex', about
the problems of conceiving a child when your sperm are faster than a
speeding bullet and more powerful than a locomotive; Philip Jose Farmer
wonders what Tarzan would have been like if it had been written by William
rather than Edgar Rice in `The Jungle Rot Kid on the Nod'; Geoff Ryman
describes a universe dedicated to f**king itself in `Omnisexual'; Roberta
Lannes parodies the anthology's theme in her hilarious `Saving the World at
the New Moon Motel', Harlan Ellison's rather disappointing dirty joke
`How's the Night Life on Cissalda' has a funnier introduction by Datlow,
and Scott Baker pads out the pages with the dull and unreconstructed `The
Jamesburg Incubus'.

   Among the serious stories, two authors comment on the nasty side of
male-female politics using the human-alien metaphor, K W Jeter in `The
First Time' and Michaela Roessner in `Picture Planes'; there are variations
on the demon lover by Richard Matheson and Lewis Shiner; three stories take
as a theme the destructive effect of the cargo culture induced by the
appearance on Earth of vastly superior aliens; `War Bride' by Rick Wilbur,
`When the Fathers Go' by Bruce McAllister and `And I Awoke and Found Me
Here on the Cold Hill's Side' by James Tiptree Jr.  The stories which
approach the alien sex theme best are `Dancing Chickens' by Ed Bryant and
`Roadside Rescue' by Pat Cadigan which go beyond merely sex with aliens to
consider kinds of activity which humans might have trouble recognising as
sex.  Leigh Kennedy supplies `Her Furry Face', a story about a failed
relationship, Lisa Tuttle provides original and interesting speculations on
the role of gender in `Husbands' and Pat Murphy has some kooky theories
about the future of evolution in `Love and Sex Among the Invertebrates'.

   The most challenging of the stories here, and worth the price alone, is
Connie Willis' controversial `All My Darling Daughters'.  In the story,
genetic engineering has produced a creature called a `tessel', which is
essentially a living vagina, whose attraction to the male characters in the
story is not only that it is incapable of defending itself, but that when
penetrated, it emits a scream "the sound a woman must make when she is
being raped.  No.  Worse.  The sound a child might make."  You can see why
such a story might prove controversial.  Male critics, notably Orson Scott
Card, have accused Willis of being anti-male, and avowed that they could
never find anything attractive about the tessel.  Female critics have found
more to disagree about.  Mari Kotari, writing in "Science Fiction Eye" #9,
argues that since the tessel reduces sexual vulnerability to its essential
form, the story provides a reductio ad absurdam demonstration that
vulnerability does not define or constitute femininity; that it is
something alien.  `Just as the tessel uncovered its users' sexual politics
rather than its own identity, so the textuality of `All My Darling
Daughters' unveils the reader's own political sexuality.'

   A book titled "Alien Sex" could have become an anthology of pornography,
but Datlow has instead assembled an almost uniformly excellent collection
of entertaining and intelligent stories.

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 18:30:23 GMT
From: ee@starsun1.ph.qmw.ac.uk (Frossie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BOOK: "Alien Sex" - anyone read it?

I picked it up second-hand a couple of years ago. One of my least favourite
anthologies, despite one or two powerful stories. I think the reason I
disliked it most is that I found it largely humourless - IMHO the best
anthologies have a mix of profound oeuvres with lighter material, like the
excellent _There Won't Be War_ that I am currently reading.

I think a different editor given the same title would have produced a very
different book.

ee@star.qmw.ac.uk

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Television - Upcoming SF TV Show Titles &
                              Robocop (2 msgs) & Time Trax & 
                              The Stand

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 05:27:15 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SFTV: Upcomi Science Fiction TV Show Titles (May 1)

This posting contains titles of upcoming episodes for the following shows:

Star Trek: The Next Generation
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine
seaQuest DSV
Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman
Adventures of Brisco County Jr.
X-Files
Highlander
Time Trax
Babylon 5
Viper
Universal Action Pack
Robocop: The Series
Weird Science
Sci-Fi Channel Highlights

Plus other specials noted that I find out about in advance.

SF TV News Tidbits

More Renewal News & Such:

seaQuest DSV has officially been renewed as reported previously.

Tek War has been picked up for a weekly series.

Good signs on other shows:

No official word on Lois & Clark, although a recent Variety article refers
to renewal of L&C as a "formality".

Print News:

The May 6th edition of Entertainment Weekly has a fold out cover with the
cast of ST:TNG on it and a major article on the ending of the series.

The new Sc-Fi Channel Magazine has hit the stores.  It's being produced by
the same people that produce Science Fiction Age magazine.

The June (#203) Starlog (with Rod Serling on the cover) has interviews with
Jerry Doyle (Garibaldi on Babylon 5), Marco Sanchez (Miguel Ortiz on
seaQuest) and Christian Clemenson (Socrates Poole on Brisco County).

Comics Interview #132 interviews Bryce Zabel (writer) and Paul Power
(Storyboard artist) of Lois & Clark.

This only lists the titles of the shows, so there are no spoilers other
than what might be contained in the titles.  I am going to attempt to post
this info on a regular basis.  If you have access to info that I don't
have, please email me at leew@indirect.com so I can include it here. The
syndicated shows I should have up to a months worth (at least) of upcoming
episodes.  For the network shows, it is limited to what info is listed in
various tv listing sources and what people post to the net.

Satellite Feed Information is contained at the end of this listing.  Any
updates to that info would be appreciated.

As always, these schedules are subject to change by the producers and
networks at any time.


Star Trek (Info from Mike Brown and Jim Shaun Lyon)

Star Trek: The Next Generation

Ep #   sat feed   Prod #    Title

173     4/23/94     273     First Born
174     4/30/94     274     Bloodlines
175     5/07/94     275     Emergence
176     5/14/94     276     Preemptive Strike
177     5/23/94     747     All Good Things (Two-hour series finale)
        5/28/94     264R    The Pegasus

Uncomfirmed...

        6/ 4/94     265R    Homeward
        6/11/94     266R    Sub Rosa
        6/18/94     267R    Lower Decks
        6/25/94     268R    Thy Known Self
        7/ 2/94     269R    Masks
        7/ 9/94     270R    Eye of the Beholder
        7/16/94     271R    Genesis
        7/23/94     272R    Journey's End
        7/30/94     273R    First Born
        8/ 6/94     274R    Bloodlines
        8/13/94     275R    Emergence
        8/20/94     276R    Preemptive Strike
        8/27/94             TBD
        9/ 3/94     277     All Good Things, Part I
        9/10/94     278     All Good Things, Part II



Star Trek: Deep Space Nine

 40     4/23/94     440     The Maquis Part I
 41     4/30/94     441     The Maquis Part II
 42     5/07/94     442     The Wire
 43     5/14/94     443     Crossover
 44     5/21/94     444     Collaborator
        5/28/94     429R    Second Sight
        6/04/94     430R    Sanctuary
 45     6/11/94     445     Tribunal
 46     6/18/94     446     The Dominion I


Note: the date listed is the first day the episode is transmitted over
the Paramount sat feed.  Paramount's official "week of" starts two days
later on the following Monday.


Babylon 5  (Info from John Hudgens and Arne Starr)

Week Of   Prod #    Title

04/18/94  113       Deathwalker
04/25/94  105       Believers
05/02/94  111       Survivors
05/09/94  116       Signs and Portents  *
05/16/94  114       By Any Means Necessary *
05/23/94  119       TKO

* Straczynski has said the shows will air in this order, however,
the promo with Survivors was for "By Any Means..."

There will be repeats until October so that new episodes will be
available for the November ratings sweeps.

10/10/94  109       Grail
10/17/94  122       Eyes
10/24/94  117       The Quality of Mercy
10/31/94  120       A Voice in the Wilderness Part 1
11/07/94  121       A Voice in the Wilderness Part 2
11/14/94  118       Babylon Squared
11/21/94  115       Legacies
11/28/94  112       Chrysalis

Many PTEN stations air Babylon 5 on Wednesdays at 8 p.m. (E/P),
7 p.m. (C/M) with other stations airing the show wherever they decide.


Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman (ABC)
(Sunday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)
(info from Michael Burstein)

 4/17/94       Pheromone, My Lovely (repeat)
 4/24/94       [pre-empted by "Pale Rider"]
 5/01/94       Barbarians at the Planet (Season Finale Pt 1)
 5/08/94       House of Luthor (Season Finale Pt 2)
 5/15/94       [pre-empted by "Before they Were Stars"]


seaQuest DSV (NBC)
(Sunday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 4/17/94        Photon Bullet (repeat)
 4/24/94        [pre-empted by "the Sound of Music"]
 5/01/94        Abalon
 5/08/94        Such Great Patience                       
 5/15/94        The Good Death    
 5/22/94        An Ocean on Fire (or Higher Power)


The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr. (Fox)
(Friday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific, 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 4/08/94       Wild Card
 4/15/94       Steel Horses (repeat)
 4/22/94       And Baby Makes 3
 4/29/94       Bad Luck Betty
 5/06/94       [pre-empted by "Encounters: The UFO Conspiracy"]
 5/13/94       High Treason Part 1
 5/20/94       High Treason Part 2


X-Files (Fox)
(Friday nights at 9 p.m. Eastern/Pacific, 8 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 4/08/94       Beyond the Sea (repeat)
 4/15/94       Darkness Falls
 4/22/94       Tooms
 4/29/94       Born Again
 5/06/94       Roland
 5/13/94       The Erlenmeyer Flask


Highlander (Syndicated)
(Info from Linda Cooksey)
(airs on WGN at 10:30 pm ET Thursdays the week following "Week Of")

Week of      WGN      Prod #       Title

04/11/94    4/21/94   93211(R)     The Fighter
04/18/94    4/28/94   93213(R)     Bless The Child
04/25/94    5/05/94   93218        Pharaoh's Daughter
05/02/94    5/12/94   93219        Legacy
05/09/94    5/19/94   93220        Prodigal Son
05/16/94    5/26/94   93221        Counterfeit Part 1
05/23/94    6/02/94   93222        Counterfeit Part 2


Time Trax (PTEN/Syndicated)
(Info from Steve Monares)

Week of Air Ep #  Title

4/11/94     19R   "Photo Finish"
4/18/94     30    "Perfect Pair"
4/25/94     36    "Catch Me If You Can"
5/02/94           "The Dream Team"
5/09/94     32    "Almost Human"
5/16/94           "Mother"
5/23/94           "The Last M.I.A."


Viper (NBC)
(Fridays at 8 p.m. E/P  7 p.m. C/M)
(Currently on "hiatus")


Universal Action Pack (Syndicated)
(Rotating package of two hour TV movies featuring some sci-fi.  I'll list
 all of them so you can keep track of when the sci-fi shows are on:
 Tek War - Four movies based on William Shatner's Tek novels
 Hercules - Hercules movies produced by Sam Raimi
 Fastrack - John Landis movies about two friends who discover an abandoned
            space ship
 Bandit -  Movies based on "Smokey and the Bandit"
 Another Midnight Run - Movies based on "Midnight Run"
 Vanishing Son - Martial Arts from Sam Cohen )
 Knightrider 2010

Also airs usually on WGN at 8 pm ET on Wednesday the week after the "Week
of" with a repeat showing the following Sunday (late night Sat) at 12:30
am.  It may also get blacked out in your local market, so check your
listings.

 Week of   WGN      Title

 4/04/94   4/14/94  Bandit - Bandit's Silver Angel
 4/11/94   4/20/94  Bandit - Must Be Country (repeat)
 4/18/94   4/27/94  Knightrider 2010 (repeat)
 4/25/94   5/05/94  Hercules - Hercules and the Amazon Women
 5/02/94   5/12/94  Hercules - Hercules and the Lost Kingdom
 5/09/94            Tekwar - Tekjustice



Robocop: The Series (Syndicated)
(info from Gary Blog)

Week of    Title

 4/04/94   Officer Missing
 4/11/94   What Money Can't Buy
 4/18/94   Ghosts of War
 4/25/94   Zone Five
 5/02/94   Provision 22
 5/09/94   Faces of Eve
 5/16/94   Prime Suspect (repeat)


Weird Science (USA Network)
(Info from Mark Thompson (thompson@clipper.robadome.com)
   Saturdays at 10pm Eastern & Pacific, 9pm Central
   Saturdays at 11am Eastern & Pacific, 10am Central ("rerun" slot)
   occasional other times - they're still "experimenting" with it


16 Apr 94  11:00 am   103R Cyrano de Braniac
16 Apr 94  10:00 pm   106  Airball Kings
23 Apr 94  11:00 am   104R Magnifico Dad
23 Apr 94  10:00 pm   107  Party High
30 Apr 94  11:00 am   105R The Feminine Mistake
30 Apr 94  10:00 pm   108  One Size Fits All
 7 May 94  11:00 am   106R Airball Kings
 7 May 94  10:00 pm   109  Keeps On Tickin'


Other science fiction shows and/or movies

NICK:

Nickleodeon has the second series of the New Tomorrow People at
6 p.m ET/PT on Saturdays with a  repeat showing at 1 p.m. ET/PT Sunday.

April  9 - Pilot Part 1
April 16 - Pilot Part 2
April 23 - Pilot Part 3
April 30 - Pilot Part 4
May    7 - Pilot Part 5

USA Network

Saturday Nights 10:30 pm ET/PT

Duckman - Cartoon series starring the voice of Jason Alexander


Sci-Fi Channel Info

On the Sci-Fi Series Collection (9 pm & 1 am ET/ 6 pm & 10 pm PT Mon-Fri)

    The Magician (Bill Bixby) Starts April 26th


SAT FEED INFO SECTION  - All times listed are Eastern

Paramount sat feeds (ET):

        Saturday

                0900    Entertainment Tonight
                1000    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine
                1100    The Untouchables
                1500    Entertainment Tonight
                1600    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine
                1700    The Untouchables
                1800    STAR TREK: The Next Generation

        Sunday

                1400    STAR TREK: The Next Generation
                1500    The Untouchables
                1600    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine

All are on T401, transponder 3 (2V)
        5.8 mono (SAP for ET)   6.2 left   6.8 right   (wideband)

The satellite feeds for the two hour TNG Finale are:

Monday May 23, 1994 - 1:00 to 3:00 A.M. Eeastern on Telstar 401, Ch 3.
Monday May 23, 1994 - 4:00 to 6:00 A.M. Eastern on Telstar 401, Ch 17
Monday May 23, 1994 - 11:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. Eastern on Telstar 401,Ch 3
Tuesday May 24, 1994 - 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. Eastern on Telstar 401, Ch 3
The audio for all of the above is 6.2 Left, 6.8 Right, 5.8 Mono.

Babylon 5 Sat Feed Info

           BABYLON 5: THE SERIES -- SATELLITE DOWNLINK INFORMATION

 All feeds are Galaxy 4, Channel 21. Audio is 5.8 left, 6.2 right, 6.8 mono.
                     Satellite feed times (Eastern) are as follows:

     STANDARD VERSION --        Friday     10:00 am
                                Friday      2:00 pm
     B5/KF:TLC COMBO VERSION -- Saturdays - 5-7:30am
                                Sundays - 8-10:30am

     The two-hour 30-minute feed includes a seven minute reel change
between shows - BABYLON 5 followed by KUNG FU: THE LEGEND CONTINUES - the
combo feed is for stations showing theses shows *in that order*. This combo
block feed replaces the TIME TRAX/KUNG FU feed effective 1/22/94.

NOTE: PTEN airs it's sat feeds "real-time" in that when there is a two
minute local commercial break, there is two minutes of black video.


Satellite information for ROBOCOP: THE SERIES. (from Gary Blog)

Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. (Eastern).
The satellite is Galaxy 4-22 (V4140).
Audio information is Stereo (Left 5.8, Right 6.2) and Mono (6.8)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-11 a.m. (Eastern Time).
The satellite is Galaxy 4-13 (H-3960).
Audio information is Stereo (Left 5.8, Right 6.2) and Mono (6.8)


Universal  Action Pack

These are fed in two segments with a fifteen minute break between hours

 Sunday    7:30 AM ET, G4/13
 Monday,  10:00 AM ET, G4/14
 Tuesday, 10:00 AM ET, G4/14

Time Trax

Galaxy 4, Transponder 21

Fridays   11:30 am (stand alone feed)
Saturday   8:30 pm (stand alone feed)
Tuesday   11:00 pm (stand alone feed)

Highlander

Wednesday 9:30 am    Galaxy 4, transponder 22
Friday    1:30 pm    Galaxy 4, transponder 22


Lois and Clark (new episodes only)

Saturday  6:30 am  T2, Transponder 7
(reportedly has moved to 8:30 am T1/5)


seaQuest DSV  (new episodes only)

Friday 11:00 am   T2, Transponder 18 (was missing on 1/7/94)
Saturday 6:00pm   F1, Transponder 8


X-Files

Friday  3:00am  T3/16

Friday  1:00pm  E1, Transponder 8  (Canadian Feed, new shows only)
Friday  9:00pm  T3/18 (east coast normal FOX feed)
Friday  midnight T3/23 (west coast normal FOX feed)


Adventures of Brisco County Jr.

Friday   8:00pm T3/18 (east coast normal FOX feed)
Friday  11:00pm T3/23 (west coast normal FOX feed)

Sunday   2:00am  G4/21  (new shows only, AFTER the Friday FOX airing)

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com
P14942@email.mot.com 

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 16:07:53 GMT
From: hayden@krypton.mankato.msus.edu (Robert A. Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robocop - hokey or not?

David Moisan writes:
> I'd rather they keep out the computer persona and the kid.  The kid
> reminds me of that obnoxious brat in "Code Red", that awful Glen Larson
> fire show. :(

Actually, I like Diana (the computer persona).  She provides an interesting
contrast and friend for Murphy, who is so obviously torn up inside.

The kid should be dumped in the river.

> Otherwise I like it.

I agree.  It has no gratuitious violence, but hey, the stories are fairly
solid, the acting is decent for a non-network show as are the SPFX, and
for once we are presented with real moral dilemmas and can get a real feel
for Murphy being torn apart inside.

Considering the amount of CRAP sci-fi on television as of late, that simply
tosses sparkles and special effects at you, devoid of story or life,
Robocop is a welcome addition to my viewing schedule.

Robert A. Hayden
hayden@krypton.mankato.msus.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 06:38:03 GMT
From: chm173s@nic.smsu.edu (It's the swing like a pendulum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robocop TV Series -- I Like It!

I saw one of the episodes tonight.  It was my first episode; the first time
I'd ever actually seen the show.  I liked it!

The episode was the one involving the CAP Crew.  I won't spoil the story
too much, or at least, I hope I won't... :)

It's been too long since I've seen Robocop, and I've never seen R2 or 3
(and from what I've heard about them, it probably isn't much of a loss), so
I can't say too much about the show's faithfulness to the movies.  But it
did match up pretty closely with the way things were that I remember.  The
Robocop POV shots, the flashbacks, the news show (I loved the banter
between the newscasters.  "You said it...not me." :), the commercial...it
was terrific.

I really liked the way that whenever you saw an important character - Alex
Murphy's son or wife, there was a brief flashback scene that let you know
who it was.  I hadn't seen any of the episodes before, so this came in
pretty handy for me.  I loved those greedy bastard corps, especially the
Old Man.  (Option 5 on the menu: Terminate Cyborg.  Heh.  Let's hope he
never accidentally hits that key by mistake. :) And the buck-passing.
"These things happen."

I can see Robocop not using lethal force on offenders.  After all, response
must be proportional to threat, and most of the people never threatened
Robocop with a gun.

I only wish that the computer-person, Diana, had been in this episode...
from what I've heard about her, she's rather similar to a character I've
written stories about.

Chris Meadows
chm173s@nic.smsu.edu
cmeadows@nyx.cs.du.edu
cmeadows@nox.cs.du.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 20:35:00 GMT
From: v081p7vs@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (BRAD)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Time Trax

   I am writing this in response to the list of SF TV shows. I saw listed
in their Time Trax for this season. Does anyone have a complete list of
*all* Time Trax episodes up to date???

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 04:50:44 GMT
From: RoboCop@cup.portal.com (David - Cagle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand miniseries

>Last I heard, a miniseries based on Steven King's _The Stand_ was supposed
>to be airing in May.  Is it still on schedule, or has it been postponed or
>cancelled?

According to an article in TV Guide a couple of weeks ago, here is the
times and dates for "The Stand:"

Sunday, May 8th         9:00 - 11:00pm ET/PT
Monday, May 9th         9:00 - 11:00pm ET/PT
Wednesday, May 11th     9:00 - 11:00pm ET/PT
Thursday, May 12th      9:00 - 11:00pm ET/PT

Dave Cagle
San Jose, CA

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	Television - Thunder in Paradise (4 msgs) & Alien Nation &
                     Dead at 21 & Hercules (3 msgs) & TekWar & 
                     Island City & Doctor Who & Robotech & 
                     Planet of the Apes (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 18:52:35 GMT
From: cm685@cleveland.freenet.edu (Leo Hodges)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Thunder in Paradise?

I've seen one episode of this show, the episode where the good guys help
Spence's (Hulk Hogan's character) former girlfriend when her husband is
kidnapped by a voodoo cult.  I'm pretty sure the show is sf because the
boat (Thunder) the heroes tool around in is the sort of sf high tech that
shows up in Viper or Knightrider.  Also, there were zombies and the Voodoo
Cult Leader had supernatural powers.  All in all, for a syndicated show
that came on at 2:00am Sunday morning, it was kind of neat.  I'd appreciate
it if someone could tell me more about the show though, such as who the
main characters are.  There was Spence (Hulk Hogan), his partner (are they
brothers?  Spence called him "Brother" during the episode, but I couldn't
tell if he was being literal or not.  Also, is Spence's partner a
scientist?  He acted like one.), two beautiful women (one of European
heritage who apparently ran an outdoor bar and one of (I'm guessing from
her accent) Haitian heritage who seemed to be a singer, a little girl who
seemed to be living with Spence (his daughter?) and the actor who used to
play John Steed in the Avengers (Patrick MacNee) who was listed in the main
credits, but didn't appear in the episode I saw.  I'd also like to know
where in the islands the show is set, where the boat Thunder came from, and
if the episodes generally have as much of a sf/fantasy mix as the one I
described above did.

Any help would be appreciated.  I think I'd enjoy watching this show
further, but it's not as much fun when you're having to second guess who
the characters are and their relationships.

Thanks.

Leo

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 23:45:52 GMT
From: rad@crl.com (Robert A. DeLisle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Thunder in Paradise?

Thunder in Paradise started with the pilot on 3/21 (syndicated and shown in
San Francisco at 8pm Friday).  The pilot premise was that a beautiful woman
with a small daughter had to marry by a certain time or lose the hotel.
Hulk and the daughter were close friends, but he resisted matrimony.
Finally he is persuaded and the wedding takes place with minutes to spare.
The wife seems to have vanished.  The girl at the bar is like a babysitter
when needed.  Patrick MacNee is the wicked uncle.  He tried to prevent the
wedding and creates problems when possible.  He runs the hotel.  This is
filmed at a Disney hotel in Florida.

#2 Tug of War - a hassle to regain a computer disk which went to the
bottom when a boat was blown up.  The boat they use has special features.
They are brothers and the little one seems to be in charge of the hardware.
This is more like Viper than Knightrider.

#3 Sea Quentin - prison under the sea.  Featured Steve Borden as did #2.
Prisoner escapes and attempts to hold prison officials hostage - all under
the water.  Access is by a tube and lower than skin diving depth.

#4 Strange Bru - old flame asks help finding out what happened to husband.
Weird effects with voodoo powder.  They posted a viewer warning.

Recurring problem - uncle wants to send little girl to boarding school.
She and Hulk want her to stay.  No doubt uncle will think up some more
stuff.  The child seems to be the heiress and uncle the alternative.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 04:45:37 GMT
From: rkinion@eecs.wsu.edu (Ronald Kinion)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Thunder in Paradise

I have seen several of the episodes including the pilot and the first
season episode.  Although I'm no expert I'll try to give you some info.
Thunder is most definitely a Sci-Fiish show with several futuristic
technical elements, most notably the boat.  Spence and his partner
(what's-his-name) are former marines/navy seals or something like that who
have become mercenaries selling their services to the highest bidder.  No
they are not brothers but they tend to try and use a lot of slang at each
other.  Spence's partner is highly knowledgable in several technologies and
has used them to improve the boat with whatever money they take in.  The
European woman is a regular cast member (again can't remember name), but
the Haitian lady is a relatively recent addition to the characters and may
be just around for story advancement.  If you had seen the pilot there was
a series plot where Spence married the owner of a fancy hotel for
convenience (something about money for thunder and her needing to be
married to keep ownership).  Sometime between the pilot and the first
season episode this character was killed off in a foggy London car accident
( I was really shocked at that, I liked her).  Spence grew attached to her
daughter and couldn't bear parting so he adopted her in the first episode,
(narrowly saving her from her mother's uncle - Patrick MacNee, who is the
semi-villain of the series but has yet to make a regular appearance.)
  I'm not sure where the show is set but I think it is either somewhere in
the Caribbean or the South Pacific.  Thunder was apparently entirely
constructed by Spence and his partner with their technical knowledge and
money gained from mercenary work.  You actually haven't missed that much as
only three or four episodes have aired and they do seem to be taking a
scifi/fantasy bent to their stories.
   That's about the best I can do for now.  Is there anyone else who could
help further?  More details?

Ronald Kinion
rkinion@eecs.wsu.edu
rkinion@scs411.csc.wsu.edu
i9130989@wsuaix.csc.wsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 19:44:53 GMT
From: giles@pollux.mtview.d20.co.edu ("Who...Me?")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Thunder in Paradise?

Grin, if you've ever heard Hulk Hogan say more than two sentences you know
that he calls everyone "brother"...just his personal pronoun I guess.
"Come'on brother, you got to hang in there...all the lil' hulkamaniacs are
counting on us..."

Serious though...I always thought he had potential as an actor...seems that
most "Professional" wrestlers do. Heck, he has had most of the WWF on the
show as extras already! I guess Rowdy Ronny Piper paved the way with "Hell
comes to Frogtown"...hehehee

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 22:20:00 GMT
From: v075q5fr@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Scott J Gorcey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: FOX TO AIR NEW ALIEN NATION TV MOVIES [+POSSIBLY NEW V MOVIES]

It hardly seems like the FOX Network has been around long enough, or had
enough memorable cancelled shows, to start REVIVING them.  There was one
critically acclaimed science fiction series, adapted from a movie, but like
MASH, it was much better on the small screen.  Kenneth Johnson, the
writer-producer-director behind the first 4-hour V miniseries, adapted
ALIEN NATION, and it ran during FOX' premiere season.  The series was
flawed - quality was up and down, but mainly up and the human characters
were not nearly as interesting as the aliens.  It was low-rated, so FOX
cancelled after 22 episodes.

The shows fans protested - they argued that the timeslot was bad (up
against Murphy Brown).  Johnson protested - the network wouldn't let him do
what he wanted.  Barry Diller, then-head of the network, commissioned three
TV movie teleplays, but they sat on a shelf until now.

The first movie, which airs in May, wraps up the series-ending cliffhanger.
A toxin which is fatal to Newcomers is being released in Los Angeles by a
right-wing political party, and the entire Fancisco family have fallen into
deep comas.  The second movie, which has not yet been made, is called BODY
AND SOUL and has Newcomer Cathy Frankel getting together with human cop
Matt Sikes.  The pivotal moment: we listen from outside a window as they
get comfortable, and hear Cathy voice doubts over whether it's possible for
a Newcomer and human to have successful sex.  Matt attempts to assuage her,
and she tries to get into it, but suddenly Matt is screaming, and next
thing you know, in the hospital, where a Newcomer doctor looks down his
nose at them both and says, "I've seen this before, don't be embarrassed."
So they go to classes (heh) to learn to have sex together.

This is all against the backdrop of a homicide investigation into the
murder of a baby that is allegedly the first product of a human-Tenctonese
mating.

The third moie, THE CHANGE, has to do with a change of life all male
middle-aged Newcomers must go through: George is menopausal.  This movie is
intended to be a segue from the first two, which deal with open plot
threads from the series.  The first movie follows up on one of ALIEN
NATION'S best episodes, wherein an Overseer attempts to get a message to an
alien probe in the outer reaches of our solar system, a probe which may be
the slave masters looking for their lost cargo ship.  The episode ends
ambiguously - did the message, which revealed the Newcomers' location and
promised an additional four billion new slaves, i.e., us: did the message
get through?  We find out that it did indeed].

Johnson is hopeful that he will get to continue to tell his story as a
series of two hour TV movies.  Johnson also created the first 4-hour V
miniseries, but walked off development of V: THE FINAL BATTLE, amid
arguments with NBC.  He proposed to Brandon Tartikoff a similar set-up
wherein he would produce 4 TV movies a year and continue the saga for five
or six years.  Tartikoff was determined to do it as a weekly series,
however, and Johnson quit while writing the second mini-series (which he
says was "bastardized" following his departure).

V depicted man's first contact with aliens, although with a different
perspective.  The Visitors, from the star Sirius, appear human and
friendly, but in reality they have come for two precious commodities: water
and food.  We're the food.  The story is part science fiction, part classic
rebellion the opening scene is in a Contra camp in El Salvador), part Nazi
Germany.

When asked if he would be willing to return to V if FOX picked up the
rights, Johnson hedges his bets.  "Under certain conditions, I would do it.
I would pick it up after the first mini-series.  THE FINAL BATTLE and the
pathetic weekly episodes never happened.  Do I feel FOX would be willing to
meet those conditions?"  He shrugs.

The FOX Network bought the rights to air V and V:THE FINAL BATTLE together
ten hours) four times several seasons back, to ratings success.  The
original V is the most-watched mini-series of all time.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 02:08:08 GMT
From: n9042846@henson.cc.wwu.edu (Laura Dunham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dead at 21

Does anyone have any information about the new MTV Sci-fi series "Dead at
21"?  I'd heard it was supposed to premiere this spring, but beyond that I
haven't heard a peep...

Laura Dunham

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 13:37:32 GMT
From: batman@bu.edu (George Mathew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HERCULES:Too PC?

Just saw Sam Raimi's Hercules and the Amazon Women.  Though I love Sam
Raimi and I admire how he intertwines the stories of Hercules' quests for
this adventure, I have to admit that 1.)H.'s Surfer-Boy accent made me
nostalgic of Costner's problems with Robin Hood, and 2.) er, for the time
it is supposed to represent, there is NO WAY in HECK that Hercules is going
to wisely hang back and learn how to respect women.  He would rather run
through the battlefields drawing blood and breaking bones than 'talk'.  It
seems kind of revisionist, especially along the lines of Dr. Quinn,
Medicine Woman.  Not that I am complaining.  I also recently saw a movie
with Jack Lemmon and Catherine Deneuve called 'April Fool', circa
196-something.  Trust me, we have come a LOOOONG way since then.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 17:11:21 GMT
From: d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HERCULES:Too PC?

This movie made me gag. It started out allright, but the ending could be
featured on a daytime talk show as "Men who love women who hate them for
all the stereotyped things other men have done down through recorded
history." This was just way, way too much, and that's coming from a guy who
is about as equality minded as a person can be.

Flame away.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 05:35:36 GMT
From: blanche@du.edu (Blanche Cohen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HERCULES:Too PC?

I turned it off after the Tony Quinn appearance at home. The dialog of Herc
and Mom "... he's not going to move in here, is he?" was just too BH90210
for me. And the repeated comments about Hera and "..women to get power" was
just plain obnoxious. Even the Steve Reeves versions weren't this
insulting!

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 17:45:46 GMT
From: nick@sunburn.uwaterloo.ca (Nicholas Fitzpatrick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: CTV reaches deal on TEKWAR series

From today's (1994 04 28) The Globe and Mail (Report on Business):

CTV Television Network Ltd. has reached a deal with Atlantis Films Ltd, WIC
Western International Communications Ltd. and William Shatner for 24
episodes of TEKWAR, a $36-million hour-long action-adventure series based
on Mr.  Shatner's futuristic thrillers.

TEKWAR: The Series will be broadcast on Toronto-based CTV in the 1994-1995
season and will be produced in Toronto beginning in July.

The four original TEKWAR TV movies serve as the pilot for the series.

TEKWAR is produced by Toronto-based Atlantis Films, in association with
CTV, Mr. Shatner's Lemli Productions Inc., and Vancouver-based WIC Western
for CTV and first-run syndication in the United States.

Nick

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 17:48:15 GMT
From: thogek@alumni.caltech.edu (Thomas Kiefer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Where'd ISLAND CITY go?

I remember seeing A two-hour ISLAND CITY on TV awhile ago, which I'd
thought was intended to launch a new TV series.  The two-hour wasn't bad
(not fantastic, but hopeful), and I was wondering if a TV series was indeed
to follow, as I have seen nothing of ISLAND CITY since.

Anybody know?

Thomas Kiefer
Pasadena, California
thogek@alumni.cco.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 14:46:42 GMT
From: rrocklif@silver.ucs.indiana.edu (rolf david rockliff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Doctor Who

ATTENTION:  All Doctor Who Fans...

DOCTOR WHO will be returning to television soon.  This time it will be
produced by Amblin Entertainment, an American company which acquired the
rights to the program from the BBC.

If you liked the Seventh Doctor and Ace, or if you are concerned that the
new program might not respect certain essential elements of continuity with
the original program, then you might wish to become a part of "WHOVIANS for
McCOY and ALDRED," a new organization which already encompasses thousands
of Doctor Who fans and several of the largest Doctor Who fan clubs around
the world.

If this interests you and you want more information, then contact us
without delay.  We have ideas.

WHOVIANS for McCOY and ALDRED
rrocklif@indiana.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 01:22:10 GMT
From: eq632@cleveland.freenet.edu (Jennifer Moore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robotech

I recently read an issue of SF-Lovers when I came across a letter written
about the television show Robotech. That sure brought back a lot of
memories. I was in junior high when that show was on. In response to the
letter, there was an ending to the final generation. I don't remember it,
but I do remember the rebel group standing on the edge of a cliff looking
over a big field.  Then the next week started with the first generation.
So, I can only assume that I saw the end and the good guys won. (Big
surprise)

Jennifer Moore

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 02:05:16 GMT
From: jaylk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Jay Kaufman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Planet of the Apes

OK, I've seen the previews for the 1974 Planet of the Apes TV show coming
to the Sci-Fi Channel.  What I'd like to know is:

   1) Can anyone tell me when these will be aired

		AND

   2) Is it worthwhile to tape the show?  While it's impossible to get
these episodes anywhere else, I've seen all kinds of talk that SFC cuts
portions out of its shows for commercial use.  Is this true?

jaylk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 02:08:59 GMT
From: jaylk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Jay Kaufman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Planet of the Apes cartoon

On that last note, does anyone have any info on the cartoon that came out a
long time ago on this series?  I believe the title was "Back to the Planet
of the Apes" or "Return to the Planet of the Apes."

Does anyone know how many episodes there were and where they can be
acquired?

Also, does anyone know what happened to the proposed new "Apes" movie that
was discussed a couple of years back?

jaylk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

    Television - Highlander & SeaQuest (2 msgs) & Star Trek (10 msgs) &
                 The X-Files (7 msgs) & BattleStar Galactica &
                 Blake's 7 (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 03:57:56 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL: Pharoah's Daughter

(I *hope* that's the right title...)

Aside from a couple of continuity complaints (such as: why was she speaking
English [or French], and how did Duncan's sword manage to grow?), I liked
it.  It was a good story involving three immortals, although why they threw
in the Hunter is beyond me.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 22:21:12 GMT
From: cirby@inca.gate.net (Chad Irby)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SQ: DSV -- SEAQUEST RENEWED!

...and not only has it been renewed, but it's moving.  Physically.

According to the _Orlando Sentinel_, the producers have agreed to move
production of Seaquest: DSV to Orlando, Florida.  Reasons cited were lower
production costs and actual access to large bodies of water worth skin
diving in.

Two large sound stages at Universal Studios Florida will be used for the
production.

The whole thing starts up in May.


...and the exodus from Los Angeles begins...

Chad Irby
cirby@inca.gate.net

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 23:07:00 GMT
From: densign@cc.weber.edu (Doug Ensign)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest response

I sent in a letter supporting seaQuest to NBC, and lo and behold, I got a
response!  It was from the Assistant Manager of the show, and she thanked
me for the letter and for voicing my support for seaQuest.  She also said,
and I quote: "I hope you enjoy many seasons to come and remain a loyal
fan."

The letter also had an autographed photo of all the seaQuest crew.  Now i'm
sure they do a lot of that for PR purposes, but it was really nice to know
that my letters are heard.  (And yes, guys, even Stacy Haiduk (Hitchcock)
sign it!)  8-)

Doug Ensign         
Weber State University
densign@cc.weber.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 16:40:36 GMT
From: jpt8side@lamar.colostate.edu (John Tyll)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek, Deep Space 9

Hey, I love to watch ST TNG but DS9 is out of my league!  I was just
wondering if there was a movie that inspired DS9?  If not what was the
purpose?  Hopefully not to replace TNG!!

John Tyll
jpt8side@lamar.colostate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 14:54:27 GMT
From: loh@fraser.sfu.ca (Keith Meng-Wei Loh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek, Deep Space 9

jpt8side@lamar.ColoState.EDU (John Tyll) writes:
>Hey, I love to watch ST TNG but DS9 is out of my league!

No... what are you saying? DS9 isn't out of anyone's 'league'.  It's far
too simplistic for the average viewer. You must mean that it's something
not in your taste. Which I fully understand.  It's Boooooorring.

>I was just wondering if there was a movie that inspired DS9?

Yes, it's called Babylon V. There's a rumour that Babylon V was first
pitched to Paramount. At the time ST:NG showed no signs of ever ending, so
Paramount said it was a bad idea. No sooner had Babylon V begun to show
signs of becoming reality than, surprise, a show about a space station that
acts as the crossroads of the galaxy shows up on Paramount.

>If not what was the purpose?  Hopefully not to replace TNG!!

No, its purpose is to bore viewers. Actually, TNG is being replaced but not
by the soporific DS9. A new series called ST: Voyager will replace TNG.
DS9 is there just to mine the gold. TNG is referred to as 'the franchise'
by Paramount and rightly so.

Keith Loh
loh@sfu.ca
Burnaby, British Columbia

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 18:43:35 GMT
From: kopacz@vss.fsi.com (Dave Kopacz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek, Deep Space 9

I'll try to answer your questions in order.

1. Was there a movie that inspired DS9?

   No, it was inspired by a story idea submitted by J. Michael Straczynski,
   the creator of Babylon 5.  After spending a couple years on a science
   fiction writers forum and at many SF conventions trying to find out what
   the REAL science fiction fans wanted in a television series, he
   developed the idea for Babylon 5.  He tried to sell it to Paramount, the
   networks, etc., and also to the Prime Time Entertainment Network (PTEN,
   part of Warner Bros.).  Paramount turned him down, but when they
   realized that they had to come up with a replacement for Star Trek: The
   Next Generation, they used an idea similar (but quite diluted) to the
   Babylon 5 concept.  PTEN picked up Babylon 5 and began work on the
   series.  Even though Deep Space Nine made it to TV first, Babylon 5 is
   by no means a ripoff of their story idea; more likely, the other way
   around.

2. What was the purpose?  To replace TNG?

   Five to seven years is the most you can economically get out of a TV
   series and its syndication (I don't understand this exactly, so don't
   ask).  They needed something to replace ST:TNG so they could continue to
   rake in lots of money on the Star Trek name.  So, out pops Deep Space
   Nine, which by some coincidence to Babylon 5 is located on a fixed space
   station near a wormhole (hyperspace jump gate).  Since the space station
   never moves, most of the action can take place on just a few sets - very
   economical.

I hope this answers your question.
 
Carry on.

David B. Kopacz
kopacz@vss.fsi.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 23:55:33 GMT
From: rblaber@sol.uvic.ca (Sir Robyn Blaber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BOYCOTT!

Here's a little something that I've been promoting locally.  Dual fans
might be interested:

Star Trek fan's are by far the most loyal of any fans in tv history.
Fandom even survived years of no episodes, without the slightest hint that
any new Star Trek would ever be produced.

Some of the greatest fans of the show are right here on the internet making
Star Trek part of their day to day communications.

How does Paramount reward the fans for their loyalty?  With threats of
legal action.

Without fans there would be no Star Trek, and likely no Paramount.

Show your disgust with Paramount.  Boycott Star Trek VII.  Boycott Star
Trek toys.  Boycott Star Trek: Voyager.  Boycott Star Trek fan magazines
and conventions.  Boycott DS9.  Boycott re-runs.

Don't just sit like good little fans and let Paramount push you around.
BOYCOTT!

Robyn Blaber

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 03:54:32 GMT
From: pstinson@pbs.org (Patrick Stinson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Voyager

teseract@lamar.ColoState.EDU (James Banks) wrote:
> Does anyone know when the new series Star Trek Voyager is set to
> premiere?  Next fall?

January '95

May 21/22, will include a marathon of episodes from previous seasons and
special retrospective interviews of various poeple connected with the seven
year run of the Next Generation.  (I believe one of the corporate sponsors
for this is Boeing Aerospace.)

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 22:59:22 GMT
From: codr@lamar.colostate.edu (Laurie Codr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek

Glad to hear that Star Trek Voyager will be out...I haven't heard when.
Deep Space Nine is the pits!  Has anyone seen previews of Voyager?

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 20:58:08 GMT
From: newton@indial1.io.com (Thomas Newton Bagwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG -- Data's Mother

tfharris@bbs.iquest.com wrote:
>Warning: If you haven't yet seen the ST:TNG episode in which Data meets
>Dr. Soong's wife - i.e., Data's "mother", you might want to avoid this
>post.
>
>SPOILERS AHEAD!
>
>Watching the episode in which Data meets his "mother" reminded me of the
>old Harlan Ellsion short story, "I Have No Mouth and I Must Scream"
>because in cyberspace I have no mouth but.... ARRRRRRRRRRRRHHHHHHHH!
>
>Let me explain. After seeing "Genesis" and the Wesley-as-Time Lord
>episodes, I thought ST:TNG had hit rock bottom, then I see this episode in
>which Dr. Soong's wife shows up and gives Data a chance to meet his
>"mother." Then, Data discovers that his mother is actually another android
>of Soong's, which Soong created and gave the memories of his late wife.
>The android, however, doesn't *know* she's an android.  Say *what*!!!!!
>
>Now, I missed the first 15 minutes of the show, so maybe all these
>questions were answered, but, since I doubt it, here goes:

> 1. Did this android get suspicious when she never aged? or

When Geordi, Data, and Crusher were examining her after the fall, Geordi
stated that "...everything about her was designed to hide the fact that she
was an android..." or something to that effect.  He did mention that "...
she has an aging program, like Data..."

> 2. Did Dr. Soong create robots than manage to grow old over time?

Assuming you can build an android, programming it to 'age' shouldn't be
that difficult.

>3. Did this android never get a paper cut and leak fluid other than blood?

Dr. Crusher stated that she even had tear ducts and capilleries.  If she
got cut, she would bleed.  Any injury serious enough to make her nature
obvious caused her to shut down.

> 4. Did this android wonder why she never had so much as a sniffle?

I've known several people who never seem to get sick.  Otherwise,
programming the occasional illness should be easier than aging.

> 5. Are we supposed to believe any of this??????????

Of course not.  It's fiction.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 01:13:30 GMT
From: JDUDLEY@ksuvxa.kent.edu (Joe Dudley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek

Well, okay, "Journey's End" had its problems.  On the surface, it looked
like a script designed to simply get rid of Wesley in the "nicest" way
possible, which is not really a good thing since he is, in reality, one of
the more interesting characters - certainly more so than Riker and his
power problems and essential lack of social skills.

Now the interesting thing about this end of the series business is that
according to what I heard at a conference lately, is that all the actors on
the show are still under contract for another year.  This probably means
that they'll all be showing up on the other ST shows, possibly even
including Wesley in God knows what form (Q-like, maybe?  And you thought he
was bad before!)  After all, "Journey's End" was really only the beginning
of a story, dramatically speaking.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 19:28:21 GMT
From: lothar@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (david e. cogan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Voyager

matthew reed <mreed00@mik.uky.edu> wrote:
In response to someone's question about Voyager:	
>The Next 'all new episode' of DS9 (called maquis<sp?>) will introduce the
>characters and possibly the ship itself.  It airs here (Lex. Ky.) on
>Saturday at 11:00 am on Fox.  Check your local listings! Should be fun!

Also:
   The DS9 episode is a two-parter called "The Maquis I" & "II". They
are supposed to be renagade Starfleet officers who are against peace with
the Cardassians. 
   Look for another episode on ST:TNG, forgot the name, where the
Maquis will also appear. I think Ro is supposed to choose between
Starfleet or the Maquis.

David

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 13:23:39 GMT
From: tfore@st6000.sct.edu (Troy Fore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST:TNG -- Data's Mother

*MY* question is...

When data viewed the chip with the hologram of his father... How could his
father have incorporated into the chip the fact that she left him??  That
had to be AFTER the chip was installed, by definition.

Troy Fore
tfore@st6000.sct.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 15:43:41 GMT
From: cliff@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Cliff K Chen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-files

mzuzolo1@vaxa.hofstra.edu writes:
>From watching T.V all of the time, I'v always seen the show The X-Files as
>I flipped throught the stations.  What I'v always wanted to know, are
>these stories ever true.  They seem interesting enough!!  If anyone has
>watched them, please mail back a message of what you've heard about this
>program.

   This REALLY ought to be added to the FAQ.
   The answer is no.  The X-Files is fiction.  On occasion, they will make
reference to something which actually happened, but for the most part,
everything is fictitious.  Of course, they don't mind stealing ideas for
stories from the press, such as the season finale, which will be based on
the bodies which were exuding noxious fumes.
   There is one exception...the pilot episode opened with a note saying
that the events were based on an actual real-life story.

Cliff Chen
cliff@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 12:29:49 GMT
From: jberry@brutus.ct.gmr.com (John Berry CT/90)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-files question.

In the most recent episode of X-files (was it called Darkness Falls?), how
did those tiny mites get that lumberjack up into the tree before they
cocooned him? Or do we just assume that he climbed up there to try to
escape them?

------------------------------

Date: 20 Apr 94 19:08:37 GMT
From: mac7@po.cwru.edu (Michael A. Chary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-files question.

Unfortunately the implication is that the bugs carried him.  Spinney says
that his buddy was carried off by the little monsters.  I'd like to think
he was up there to begin with but that doesn't appear to be what they were
aiming for.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 15:06:21 GMT
From: mac7@po.cwru.edu (Michael A. Chary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES:"Darkness Falls" Question

But they a) should have at least mentioned a fire at some point during the
episode and b) had gasoline and other flammables (clothes, furniture,
grass, etc.)  It doesn't matter.  I give up;)

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 19:40:53 GMT
From: gonza006@maroon.tc.umn.edu (Pat Gonzales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-files question.

John Berry jberry@brutus.ct.gmr.com writes:
>In the most recent episode of X-files (was it called Darkness Falls?), how
>did those tiny mites get that lumberjack up into the tree before they
>cocooned him? Or do we just assume that he climbed up there to try to
>escape them?

And the answer is:  either/or. :-)

The eco-terrorist did say that he saw the mites pick someone up and carry
him away, or something to that effect.

However, it *is* kind of hard for me to believe that, so I personally would
buy the climb-onto-the-crossbeam theory.

Only Chris Carter, the show's creator and the writer of Darkness Falls,
knows for sure, and unless he posts us an answer it will be left up to our
imaginations. Which I suspect is what he intends. :-)

Pat Gonzales

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 23:26:04 GMT
From: debbrown@delphi.com (Deborah Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-files

Laura F. Jenkins <aliskye@netcom.com> writes:
>While the pilot episode does say it's based on actual events, I haven't
>seen any evidence to support the truth of that statement.  (And the
>negative evidence supports the idea that the episode is fictitious.)
 
It was based on actual events in the sense that many of the events in the
episode have been reported.  I mean events such as time loss, foreign,
unknown objects in the nasal cavity, nose bleeds, bright lights, etc..
 
What he did was take a number of reports from different 'events' and put
them in an episode of The X-Files.  It's kind of misleading to say that
it's based on actual events, but it can be said that a lot of those events
were reported - they just might not all be related.
 
The actual story itself WAS fiction. :-)
 
Debbie Brown
debbrown@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 21:21:53 GMT
From: 0001wel@wn.st.msc.edu (Willard/Kathy Smrekar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: question about x-files

I was reading V19#263 about the x-files.  I was extremely happy to hear
that the series will continue.  I was wondering if there is a listing of
the titles that have been shown.

Rachel

[Moderator's Note: Yep - the X-Files episode guide can be found in the
SF-Lovers archives along with the episode guides of many other shows
including Star Trek, and Babylon 5.  All of the files are available via
anonymous ftp, WWW, and a mail server at sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu.]

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 12:27:48 GMT
From: ak453@freenet.carleton.ca (Kevin Lightburn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BattleStar Galactica Cartoon and Comic Coming..

Okay, I just picked up my new Wizard magazine issue #34. On page 24 under
the header Image Comics it says:

"Liefeld has also bought the comic book and animation rights to the '70s
science fiction TV show BATTLESTAR GALACTICA. No definite plans have been
made yet, but we'll let you know when there are...."

 That's it. Hope this keeps BG fans salivating. I think with a cartoon and
comic in the soup a revival of the series may not be far behind. Also
because Sci-Fi TV is so popular these days.

Kevin Lightburn

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 17:29:38 GMT
From: udli001@bay.cc.kcl.ac.uk (Richard Burge)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

Can anyone confirm or deny the rumour knocking around at the moment that
Blake's 7 is going to be repeated in the UK on BBC2. I just noticed this on
the cover of some tacky SF journal - I'll have to double check.

Can it really be true? Are the Beeb giving in to so many years of pressure?

And *how* do I join the Blake's 7 mailing list anyway?

Richard Burge
King's College London
r.burge@bay.cc.kcl.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 21:38:52 GMT
From: mafalda@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (mafalda stasi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Blake's 7 on mosaic

For those of you using Mosaic: Go to the resources meta-index and find The
Whole Internet Catalog.  It is a huge database with lots of subjects:
choose literature and then science fiction and you'll find easily a whole
section on Blake's 7 including pictures and the transcript of all the
original scripts.  Have fun....

Mafalda STASI
Dept. of English PAR108
University of Texas
Austin TX 78712
Mafalda@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 22 Apr 94 08:37:25 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker: EEEVILL!  (spoile

   Re: B5's roster of strong women characters...this is something of a
bugaboo/obsession with me.  I *love* writing strong women.  (For that
matter, I love strong-willed, independent, smart women in real life as
well; I love being outsmarted, love it when someone can go toe-to-toe with
me on something.)  Generally, and this isn't entirely intentional, women on
shows I work on tend to get some of the best lines, as is often the case
with Ivanova.  It's not a case of being "one of the boys," but being one of
the *people*.  There's a subtle difference.
 
   The women I write are often very close to many of the women I've been
involved with over the years.  So far, no one's sued...
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 09:32:44 GMT
From: todd1m@unlv.edu (Todd McChurch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: DeathWalker questions

>Was the entire race made of such hideously evil beings as Deathwalker?  I
>wouldn't put it past them to roast and eat their own children, just to see
>what they tasted like. Is there a reason they enjoyed killing and causing
>pain? And if EA had participated in a war against them, why did they have
>no record of her genetic code, or even recognize her species based on her
>facial features?  And how do we know there areno others of her race.

Well can you say that every single German was a hideous monster during WWII
?  No I don't think so but when you get someone that is really evil and in
command then normally decent people can do stupid and evil things to other
people.

As for no record of her genetic code they probably don't have detailed
records on her, besides what was common knowledge.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 10:12:44 GMT
From: am848@yfn.ysu.edu (Ann M. Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker spoilers

I wondered about 2 (to start with) things.

The expression "winds of fate brought you" was interesting.  Is this the
name of an actual group, or is it just the expression.  Of course, we know
fate surely didn't just happen to bring her there.

Also, Ambassador Kosh's solution to the dilemma screamed "deus Ex Machina"
to me.  But at least we know he isn't highly telepathic himself.

Ann M. Williams
Circulation Supervisor
Saint Joseph College
Connecticut
am848@yfn.ysu.edu
williama@ganesha.sjc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 11:38:15 GMT
From: mwilson@ncratl.atlantaga.ncr.com (Mark O. Wilson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kosh-SPOILERS-and rec

dzhines@kimbark.uchicago.edu (David Hines) writes:
>Your statement is, however, quite true. The most interesting example of
>this in "The War Prayer," when Kosh is staring at the viewer which has
>images from Earth history displayed on it. In that scene, Kosh tells
>Sinclair two things. One, the Vorlons take no interest in the affairs of
>others.

He could have meant that Vorlons as a race have no interest, as opposed to
individuals. Do Vorlons even differentiate between individuals and race?
BTW, over the years, there have been many things that I have studied, even
though I had no interest in the subject.

>And two, Kosh is watching the images from Earth because he's "studying."
>If they take no interest in the affairs of others, why would Kosh take an
>interest in Earth history? The Vorlons aren't human. Why does Kosh than
>take an interest in us?

Possibility. Vorlons are aware of the interest that the Minbaris have in
Sinclair. They feel they need to know why Sinclair is so special.  It is
possible that they were interested in Sinclair's reaction to their studying
of Earth. Who was it that commented about wheels within wheels. One safe
bet with in regard to the Vorlons. Never assume that the obvious answer is
the right one.

Mark.Wilson@AtlantaGA.NCR.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 15:11:33 GMT
From: rjg@kehleyr.doe.carleton.ca (Richard Griffith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker: somebody has the serum

Speculation/Spoilers

Where was Jha'dur staying -> with the Windswords.
If she was leaving Minbari space, the Minbari must have benefited from the
association.

Also the Minbari would then have been accomplices in some sense of the word
to what Jha'dur was attempting to do by presenting the serum to the others.

Deleen was ``away at a Grey Council meeting.'' 
Who in Minbari society would be the first to benefit from an immortality
serum?

Other Comments:

I don't think Jha'dur should have been in the ship that was destroyed.
Once the other council members had "located" Jha'dur the first step in
protecting her would be to "unlocate" her. Putting her on a ship would be
the ideal time for a bait and switch maneuver. If Garibaldi is worth his
beans she should not have been killed.

Also there should have been guards in the medlab after the first time
Sinclair showed up.

Overall I think the show is grasping to high, like that other show, we keep
seeing things with incredible consequences to the universe at large that
are not followed up, or quickly glossed over. Let's see what life is like,
the little things can be interesting too.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 15:41:36 GMT
From: schiller@emsplum.eecs.uic.edu (Christopher Schiller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker: Ivanova smiles!

doc@acm.org writes:
> She smiled (3 times, succesively, on the same shot!), but...
> ...I was *very* disappointed!  (it was almost as if she just heard a sick
> joke)
>
> How did that ever get past the cutters?

That scene was one of the most subtle and revealing scenes I have yet to
see on Babylon 5 - and it's BECAUSE of the smiles that I feel it works.
The scene is pretty much a throw-away (exposition) and then Sinclair does
something he didn't have to.  It wasn't necessary, but, he pauses and gives
Ivanova a compliment.  A fantastic way for the writer to show just how GOOD
a boss he really is, to take the time to acknowledge work well done.  And
to show just how much respect Sinclair's opinion has with Ivanova we see a
surprising break in the cold, dutiful armor.  Beyond even her strong-willed
control, her joy at having gotten a pat on the back from the one person on
the station she truly respects and admires peaks through.  She smiles,
catches herself then faulters again as she thinks about it.  She makes sure
no one has caught her in the act and then allows herself one last satisfied
grin, however brief, before she goes on with her duties.

We see so much about the relationship between these characters in just
these simple actions.  It shows the power of a well written script executed
by truly talented actors.  Even when there are no lines of dialog on the
page, volumes can be spoken.  This is the type of performance I've begun to
expect from Babylon 5 and have been pleased when it's delivered.

Christopher Schiller
Television Producer/Director
Engineering Media Services
University of Illinois at Chicago
schiller@eecs.uic.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 15:58:05 GMT
From: mkhan@nyx10.cs.du.edu (Mohammad Khan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker: EEEVILL! (spoilers)

sean@hacks.arizona.edu writes:
>Not to mention set the right tone for Kosh at the end: if Kosh hadn't set
>up Talia, the "You aren't ready for immortality," line might have been
>seen as a stereotypical older and wiser race protecting the brash
>youngsters from themselves. As it was, you have to wonder if Kosh didn't
>really mean, "_We_ aren't ready for you to have immortality," or the like.

Either all you folks are paranoid .. or I missed soemthing.  After the
vicar gave the info to Kosh, it was apparent that Kosh would analyze it,
right?  When Kosh finds out about the general mood, he pulls a vorlon ship
to take care of everything.  I don't see HOW anyone else would have known.
I don't see WHY KOSH would even TELL or be interested IN sinclair.

mkhan@nyx.cs.du.edu
Mohammad.Khan@islam.chi.il.us

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 16:13:15 GMT
From: mikeb@vega.oes.amdahl.com (Michael L. Bowker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker Comments (Spoilers!)

purple@julian.uwo.ca writes:
>  Though I expect the EA may lodge a formal, but meaningless, protest over
>  the matter.

I expect the EA to issue a statement of condemnation on the Vorlon's
"unilateral" action and at the end to soften the blow (after all we don't
want the Vorlons mad) a statement of thanks for executing a known war
criminal.  After all the EA is not in a position to confront the Vorlons
and they came out rather well.  They have Franklin's scans of the drug
(maybe even a sample).  The problem of protecting and supporting a known
war criminal has been taken care of (thanks Santa Kosh) and now they don't
have to "break a contract" with Deathwalker.  Which turning her over for
trial AFTER she develops the antiagathic would be.

Michael L. Bowker
Amdahl Corporation M/S 340
UTS Special Projects Engineering
P. O. Box 3470                  
Sunnyvale, CA 94088-3470        
(408) 746-7480                  
mikeb@oes.amdahl.com            

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 17:28:30 GMT
From: feldman@tlgmax.zko.dec.com (Gary Feldman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kosh-SPOILERS-and rec

How do you know the Vorlons aren't human or related to humans (in some
indirect way)?

Gary

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 18:23:05 GMT
From: bottke@lpl.arizona.edu (Bill Bottke )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Ellison caricature in "Deathwalker"?

A friend of mine and I made some interesting observations relating to the
"V'cr" character in the "Deathwalker" episode, namely that there were some
amazing similarities between the V'cr and Harlan Ellison:
 
(a) The height and dress: Both are short and the V'cr was wearing
    flamboyant clothes, somewhat reminiscent of the "mod" clothes Ellison
    wears (or at least used to wear in the past).
 
(b) The voice and mannerisms: Seemed to be a dead-on characterization of
    Ellison's speaking style (i.e. choppy, non-sequitur type rhythm).
    Moreover, the body language, gestures, looks, hyper-intensity, etc.
    were taken straight from Ellison.
 
(c) The attitude: Both gravitate towards attractive women, make wisecracks,
    and have a acerbic speaking style (though Ellison probably uses more
    "blue" language than the PTEN censors would likely allow).
 
(d) The character itself: The V'cr's job was to suck emotion of out people
    and record it. Isn't that essentially what Ellison's writing is all
    about? I know he intentionally baits people to act as a lightning rod
    for their reactions.  Furthermore, his work has always been highly
    emotional - that's where the "recording" part comes in. Cute in-joke.
  
If it wasn't a deliberate parody, we'd bet anything that the actor
recognized Ellison-like qualities.
 
Comments?
 
Bill Bottke
Lunar and Planetary Laboratory
University of Arizona
Tucson, AZ 85721
bottke@lpl.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 18:24:00 GMT
From: chu@dev3.bear.com (Arnold Chu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ambassador vs commander

Perhaps this has been covered.  It seems strange to me that the Earth Force
commander of B5 also sits on the Advisory Council.  He seems to be serving
BOTH as a military commander AND an ambassador.  Such arrangement do not
seems common historically except under war/conquest conditions.  It is
reasonable to except different personalities would serve best for these
different types of posts.

Did I miss some prolog explaining this?

A. Chu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 18:27:03 GMT
From: labyris@deeptht.armory.com (Tapati Amber Sarasvati)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: I didn't expect this...

I thought I would just add Babylon 5 to my sf viewing alongside Star Trek.
I knew I was somewhat dissatisfied with Star Trek, but I liked some of the
characters and figured I'd continue watching for that alone.

What I have discovered is that I can no longer tolerate the near total
disregard for credibility, consistency, and viewer intelligence that the
current makers of Star Trek (and I haven't forgotten 1st season - I just
think it's gotten much worse) display. I wouldn't want my name on the
drivel they're putting out!

Now that I have been treated with respect by a producer of tv science
fiction and exposed to a *great* product, I can't go back to tolerating
anything less. I am ruined for sf tv unless it's produced as well as or
better than (hard to imagine) Babylon 5.

I gradually realized this, mainly by noticing that I kept *forgetting* to
watch ST:TNG or DS9 each week.

Yet I couldn't possibly forget Babylon 5, not even as I ran off to see Pink
Floyd Wednesday night - I had arranged to tape it as my vcr was out of
service.

So I had to analyze why. And sadly realize that Star Trek just isn't worth
my time, save for the 1 or 2 decent episodes per year. That I am no longer
willing to wade through the others to see.

It's too bad. I'm not childish enough to think it has to be either/or.  I'd
*like* to enjoy all 3 shows. If they all could be enjoyed.

Some say treat ST like fantasy. But it's not even good fantasy. Good
fantasy is loyal to its own rules. Make a rule about how magic works and
you'd damn well better follow it! Star trek doesn't even do that.  <Insert
your favorite or most hated example here out of many>

Am I the only one feeling this way?

It's really sad. I wish I could feel otherwise.

JMS, your victory is bittersweet. Do you feel it too?

Tapati Amber Sarasvati
labyris@deeptht.armory.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 20:06:11 GMT
From: legrand@tesla.mbi.ucla.edu (Scott Legrand)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Ditch Kosh's Blinking Lights

Loved DeathWalker, Kosh is Cool, but those blinking lights on his chest
when he talks have to go!  Whenever I see them all I can think he'll say
next is "DANGER! DANGER WILL ROBINSON!" or perhaps in this case Lennier...

This has to be one of my personal biggest peeves with SF TV and movies, I
think it was all started by the big flashing monster computer in "Desk
Set". Yeeeshh...  Then again, maybe you'll reply that they're there for
decoration and to let deaf people know Kosh is speaking...  ARGH! :-)

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 21:56:04 GMT
From: mojo@netcom.com (Morris Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Musings from My Garden. Deathwalker SPOILERS

eaustin@ll.mit.edu (Eric J. Austin) writes:
>Even the Wind Swords know about Sinclair and fear what he could
>do/become/say/think/lead/?. And they blab about it to Deathwalker.

I think the Wind Swords were in on the whole thing from the beginning.  I'm
willing to bet that the would-be Kosh assassin in "The Gathering" was a
Wind Sword.  I think we'd be well served to make note of the forehead
markings on that fellow.

>Winters was assigned to scan a murder suspect. I though this was against
>Psi Corps regulations. Can anyone clarify?

I believe the full expression from the pilot included the phrase "without
court order."

Morris Jones
Campbell, CA
mojo@caere.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 22:35:27 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker: Ivanova smiles! (REPOST)

doc@acm.org (Constantine Dokolas) writes:
> She smiled (3 times, successively, on the same shot!), but...
> ...I was *very* disappointed!  (it was almost as if she just heard a sick
> joke) How did that ever get past the cutters?  Is that the reason she
> hadn't smiled before?  JMS: Don't let her do it again, please! (or use
> her better smile next time) I know I voted for her, but now I'm having
> second thoughts.

Strange.  I thought Ivanova's series of facial expressions were done on
purpose, to reflect a series of conflicting emotions racing through her
mind; pride in doing her job, pleasure at being complimented by her
superior, classic Russian fatalism over whatever dark things she's involved
in, and finally remembering that she's on duty and has to concentrate.
 
Interestingly, I *presumed* that each of those expressions was intended,
and rendered under full conscious control, possibly via coaching from the
director.  Claudia Christian is *definitely* not a threat to the memory of
Kate Hepburn, but she's good enough that she wouldn't be standing in front
of a live camera trying to make up her mind what expression to put on her
face!

I'll bet anything up to the price of a large pizza that this bit of
nonverbal acting was specifically intended as an obscure bit of exposition
aimed at remeinding us how much she's got going on, OFF-stage.

Incidentally, if you want to see one *TERRIFYING* smile, rent a copy of the
second "ADDAMS FAMILY" movie; the young actress who plays Wednesday (I
believe her name is Angela Ricci) will make you shake in your boots.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 00:00:03 GMT
From: bart@engin.umich.edu (David Samuel Jacobs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hey, why all the gloves?

While watching Deathwalker, it struck me that at least 70% of the
characters wear gloves (G'Kar, Talia, the Dilgar War Master, to name a
few.) So my question is, why all the gloves?  Is this a fashion statement
in the 24th century, or are these characters just afraid of getting cooties
or some real dread disease on the station?

Just passingly curious...

If this has any bearing on the story or the 5-year arc, I'll be really
surprised.

Dave Jacobs

------------------------------
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Date: 23 Apr 94 01:50:40 GMT
From: bayern@isis.cshl.org (Shawn Bayern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker: Review

Spoilers for Deathwalker.

BABYLON 5
Deathwalker: Review
 
   Deathwalker, I feel, is probably the *strangest* episode we've seen so
far, but it was thoroughly enjoyable and brought up a nice set of questions
(both ethical questions and story arc questions).
 
   I'm beginning to feel as if I'd like *any* scene with Kosh.  I enjoy his
voice and his mannerisms (such as they are).  Am I the only one who
actually *agreed* with much of what he said?  ("A stroke of the brush does
not guarantee art from the bristles" / "Listen to the music, not the song"
- - they're both not bad philosophies).  Abbut was very amusing, but that
didn't detract from the overall seriousness of the "negotiations" he was
involved in.  I can't tell whether I like this development of Kosh or not
yet - it's just as mysterious as ever (that is, we don't know *why* he
really wants information about Talia), but the idea that it could one day
be used against her is a little unsettling to me.  I guess that's because,
for some reason, I've believed the Vorlons to be a benevolent power all
along and, like all long held beliefs, it's sometimes strange to have them
toppled.  (I'm just kidding, really - I'd rather watch a complex drama like
B5 than a predictable show where there are no surprises.  In truth, there's
nothing more enjoyable for me on TV than to have a long-held assumption
about a show suddenly proven wrong.  And I expect this from B5 ...)
 
   'm glad that the Vorlons appear to still be taking a great deal of
notice in the events of B5 even though they refuse to take part in many
meetings of the Council.
 
   I think Deathwalker was a very well-written, well-acted episode which
kept me guessing most of the time.  I did not expect the Vorlons to
suddenly destroy Jha'dur's ship (and even after we found out that a Vorlon
ship had suddenly come through the jumpgate, my first reaction was that the
Vorlons were going to "kidnap" the Deathwalker).  I sort of figured out the
purpose for Kosh's negotiations fairly early on (or, at least, as far as we
know what the purpose was but I guessed something similar to what Garibaldi
and Sinclair did).
 
   Again, I'm going to praise B5's almost impartial way of presenting the
alien races and their politics - aside from Earth (or, more specifically,
aside from Sinclair, Garibaldi, and co.), we still don't know who to trust.
In life, trust is never simple and B5 captures this well.  I must note,
however, that it seems that the writers are making a point of casting the
Minbari in a favorable light - Sinclair mentions often that they're an
honorable race, etc..  This may mean two things - perhaps the Minbari are
*indeed* protagonists of the series, or perhaps JMS is merely building up
our favorable impression of the Minbari merely to shatter it later on.
    
   I think, on the whole, that B5 has definitely given us something to care
about.  Needless to say, many of us are genuinely interested in the fates
of the characters and the races involved and, again needless to say, this
type of development is truly amazing for a show that
    
   I *really, really* wanted Kosh to yell out "Heeeeeey, Abbut!" in the
middle of the "negotiations."  You can't have everything! :)
 
[You know, it's funny - the more and more involved I become with B5, the
harder it becomes for me to write reviews.  I feel attached to B5 and I
don't know whether it's because there are indeed few flaws or whether I've
just become blind to them, but I find my reviews being only positive.  Of
course, I can't complain about this - B5 is everything I hoped for, and
more.  Truthfully, it's probably a combinations of the two things I
mentioned: there are *indeed* few flaws in B5, which leads to my enjoyment
of it, which in turn leads to my being blinded to the few flaws that there
are.  I'm going to have to accept my role as the "positive reviewer" which
fits me, I guess, for in most things, I look for the good rather than for
the bad.  "Come here if you're looking for something good about this weeks
episode..." - I can see it now :).  That's life, I guess...]
 
Shawn Bayern
bayern@cshl.org
Copyright 1994, Shawn Bayern.  All rights reserved.  Of course, this
copyright is unnecessary and pretentious, but I like to include it anyway.
For anyone who actually reads it, here's some advice; Don't!  It's a waste
of time.  Feel free to copy this review as long as you do it for
noncommercial purposes.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 04:16:43 GMT
From: tuff@ellis.uchicago.edu (Geoff Tuffli)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker: somebody has the serum

rjg@kehleyr.doe.carleton.ca (Richard Griffith) writes:
>Where was Jha'dur staying -> with the Windswords.
>If she was leaving Minbari space, the Minbari must have benefited from the
>association.

They did. Lennier (Delenn's aide) told Sinclair that she gave the Minbari a
bunch of neat biological or chemical based weapons to use during the
Minbari-Earth War.

>Delenn was ``away at a Grey Council meeting.'' 
>Who in Minbari society would be the first to benefit from an immortality
>serum?

The drug hadn't been released yet. (But I do think it likely that she was
away at the meeting to determine the Minbari reaction to Jha'dur's flight
to Babylon 5.)

>I don't think Jha'dur should have been in the ship that was destroyed.
>Once the other council members had ``located'' Jha'dur the first step in
>protecting her would be to ``unlocate'' her. Putting her on a ship would
>be the ideal time for a bait and switch maneuver. If Garibaldi is worth
>his beans she should not have been killed.

Neither Garibaldi nor Sinclair *wanted* her to make it out alive, keep in
mind...particularly Garibaldi. They were following orders, and I have the
distinct impression that Garibaldi in particular wouldn't go out of his way
to follow orders he didn't like to the best of his ability if he felt he
could get away with minimum precautions that would satisfy whatever sense
of duty he has.

>Also there should have been guards in the medlab after the first time
>Sinclair showed up.

This did strike me as a bit odd, too.

>Overall I think the show is grasping to high, like that other show, we
>keep seeing things with incredible consequences to the universe at large
>that are not followed up, or quickly glossed over. Let's see what life is
>like, the little things can be interesting to.

Well, as far as consequences are concerned, JMS did make mention that this
isn't the last we've heard of the drug, at least...

Geoff Tuffli
tuff@ellis.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 06:55:18 GMT
From: cdfannin@engws11.ic.sunysb.edu (Chris D Fanning)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Relative technology levels of different B5 races?

David Griffiths (dgriff@unixg.ubc.ca) wrote:
>Can anyone (who knows), tell me how the different races of beings who
>inhabit B5 compare in terms of advanced technology?

Since this question has been asked quite a few times, and I haven't seen an
answer.  Here's my stab at it:

                Tech    Psy   Overall   Notes:
Vorlons          1       NA    1         since they dislike psis,
                                           Vorlons probably none
Minbari          2       ?     2         Psi unknown, no evidence either way 
Centauri         3       1     4         low overall because they're in
                                           decline, strong psi for that
                                           woman who could see the future
Narn             5       NA    3         high ranking due to sheer manpower
Human            4       2     5         >below

Yup, I put us poor humans last.  We seem to have strong psi but would get
our arses kicked if we got into any conflict.  (Exception of any of the
non-aligned worlds.)

OK, people, blow all the holes in this you want.  :)

Chris

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 12:03:57 GMT
From: root@jumpgate.ubc.ca (Mike Montour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker: Review

bayern@isis.cshl.org (Shawn Bayern) writes:
> Spoilers for Deathwalker.
>
>    Deathwalker, I feel, is probably the *strangest* episode we've seen so
> far,

I thought it was almost "Prisoner" strange, particularly with the sudden
twists at the end.

This episode was sort of "time-reversed storytelling" - some events in the
body of the story are confusing, so we just store them away in some unused
corner of our brain.  Then when we get to the end and find out an important
detail, we can trace back through these cached events and discover the
meaning.  I really like this type of complexity.

> but it was thoroughly enjoyable and brought up a nice set of questions
> (both ethical questions and story arc questions).

Unfortunately, by the time one gets around to thinking about the ethical
questions, the scientific ones are getting in the way (WHY does it require
killing, etc.)

I agree about the story arc, though.  JMS has said that we will see some of
this magic technology again, so things could get really interesting.

>    I'm beginning to feel as if I'd like *any* scene with Kosh.  I enjoy
> his voice and his mannerisms (such as they are).  Am I the only one who
> actually *agreed* with much of what he said?  ("A stroke of the brush
> does not guarantee art from the bristles" / "Listen to the music, not the
> song"

Well, you certainly can't argue with "A herring is just a herring, but a
good cigar is a Cuban" :)

Hey, Kosh doesn't have to have ALL the good lines.

>    I'm glad that the Vorlons appear to still be taking a great deal of
> notice in the events of B5 even though they refuse to take part in many
> meetings of the Council.

Kosh appears to have two options:

1. Sit through meetings which are possibly as enigmatic to him as he is to
   us, then cast his vote (1 of 5).

2. Watch his floating TV, jerk everyone around, and do whatever he wants.

I suspect that his disinterest is more for the process than for the actual
events.  As he doesn't appear to be accountable to anyone on B5, he
probably has no need or desire to "play diplomat" with the peasants.

> I must note, however, that it seems that the writers are making a point
> of casting the Minbari in a favorable light - Sinclair mentions often
> that they're an honorable race, etc..  This may mean two things - perhaps
> the Minbari are *indeed* protagonists of the series, or perhaps JMS is
> merely building up our favorable impression of the Minbari merely to
> shatter it later on.

Ah, but JMS has already shattered it.  Sinclair was wrong - he went into
the council chambers expecting a 2:2 vote, with the League deciding the
issue.  When asked why he was sure the Minbari would vote yes, he said
"There's no reason for them not to, and they're an honorable race".  And
HOW did Lennier vote???

Minbari - pale, bloodless, look in their eyes and see nothing but mirrors;
infinities of reflection.

I don't think you can even define protagonists in B5, unless you can answer
the question "Whose side are you on?" And we all know the answer to that
one, don't we?

The Minbari are sure to be Important characters, though. BTW, I'm betting
on the Minbari homeworld doing the Big Firework at the end of this season.

> I think, on the whole, that B5 has definitely given us something to care
> about.

Hey, I started "caring" when I saw pictures of the station in Newtek ads on
the back of AmigaWorld, months before the pilot aired. After I first saw
the pilot, I wasn't too happy with it. However, when I had seen it a few
more times I got more interested. And after "Soul Hunter", I was hooked for
good.  I now give Babylon 5 about the same loyalty as I give Amiga
computers (rather a lot, really).
    
> I *really, really* wanted Kosh to yell out "Heeeeeey, Abbut!" in the
> middle of the "negotiations."  You can't have everything! :)

I would have settled for a little "Who's on first?" slipped in somewhere.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 17:01:25 GMT
From: lifer@w3eax.umd.edu (Benjamin Schultz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hey, why all the gloves?

David Samuel Jacobs (bart@engin.umich.edu) wrote:
>While watching Deathwalker, it struck me that at least 70% of the
>characters wear gloves (G'Kar, Talia, the Dilgar War Master, to name a
>few.) So my question is, why all the gloves?  Is this a fashion statement
>in the 24th century, or are these characters just afraid of getting
>cooties or some real dread disease on the station?

IMHO, Talia wears gloves to avoid direct physical contact.  In MotFL, I
think, she bumps into Londo, grabs his hand, and reads his intentions
towards G'Kar.  I believe Talia stated in Mind War that she doesn't like
hearing all the voices all the time.

Deathwalker has dealt with with many nasty biochem substances.  She
probably started wearing gloves long ago to avoid inadvertent contact with
her experiments.

G'Kar might wear elbow-length leather gloves as a fashion statement.  Or
maybe the gloves are made from the hide of an ancient foe he slew under a
blood oath.  Or maybe he's hiding some fancy bio gimmick; in _The
Gathering_ he displayed a set of methane-breathing gill slits on his neck.
Finally, maybe he's trying to block the nanotransmitter he thinks is stuck
to his gut.

Benjamin Schultz
University of Maryland

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 20:05:36 GMT
From: scho7560@mach1.wlu.ca (Bradley Schott u)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mimbari Honourable

Is it just me or has Commander Sinclair said the Mimbari are honourable far
to many times for it not to be programmed into his head.

Brad Schott

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 21:07:13 GMT
From: jarnis@mits.mdata.fi (Jarno Kokko)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: I didn't expect this...

Tapati Amber Sarasvati <labyris@deeptht.armory.com> wrote:
>Now that I have been treated with respect by a producer of tv science
>fiction and exposed to a *great* product, I can't go back to tolerating
>anything less. I am ruined for sf tv unless it's produced as well as or
>better than (hard to imagine) Babylon 5.
>
>I gradually realized this, mainly by noticing that I kept *forgetting* to
>watch ST:TNG or DS9 each week.

*LAUGH* .. I have very very similar experiences. Now As I live in Finland,
We don't get B5/DS9 on TV and TNG is going around season 4, so I got myself
NTSC VCR and I'm getting all 3 series on videotape from my US friend. Now a
few weeks ago (When Sky had aired) I got a bunch of tapes, one B5 (War
Prayer/Sky) and 2-3 others (I think one TNG, 2 DS9s, but I could be
wrong:-) ... Now I watched B5 tape immediately, starting about 2.3
microseconds after opening the package, but it took me 9 hrs to remember
that hey there were other tapes too, and it was 2-3 days later until I
forced myself to watch all those 6 hrs of TNG and DS9.  Before that I had
*re-watched* B5 already once, and during next week, while showing it to
friends, I rewatched it 2 more times. I haven't rewatched TNG/DS9 tapes
even *once* after that.

And also when I recently got Genesis/Journey's End (TNG) - I had to force
myself to watch them without using fast forward. Genesis was *THAT* bad.
(If this would not be the last season of TNG, I would definitely consider
dropping it. Postage costs are pretty much for each tape and when each tape
contain more and more crap, it's getting tedious. But hey it's ending,
thank god!:-)

>It's really sad. I wish I could feel otherwise.
>
>JMS, your victory is bittersweet. Do you feel it too?

Heh, me too. Somehow TNG and DS9 have fallen from 'Good SciFi' to 'Medicore
TV show' status. B5 has definitely set a new standards for TV SciFi. I sure
hope someone else could do something as good. There's always room for more,
as long as it's good stuff. (Hey JMS: How about starting another series
besides B5. If trek can do 2 series, so can you. <Sound effect: JMS faints
from workload>. Okay, maybe not...:_)

Jarno Kokko
jarnis@mits.mdata.fi
jarnis@cute.cute.fi

------------------------------

Date: 23 Apr 94 22:56:18 GMT
From: mplumb@sciborg.uwaterloo.ca (Marc Plumb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: I don't trust Ivanova (Believers SPOILER)

Spoilers for MotFL, BttP, and Believers

I just saw "Believers", and now I'm really starting to wonder about
Ivanova. She encountered at least a dozen raider ships, and managed to
fight them all off by her self. I don't think so. I think she's working
with the raiders. This is actually something that I've been wondering about
since BttP.

In MotFL, Garibaldi observes that all incoming ships are logged through
Ivanova's console. Garibaldi discovers that a shipping company had computer
problems and suspects that they were being hacked into. In BttP, Garibaldi
is investigating the unauthorised Gold Channel transmissions, he found out
that Ivanova could use ICE, and cover her trail very well. Perhaps that was
Ivanova who hacked into the shipping company's computer in an attempt to
transfer suspicion.

Marc

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 23 Apr 94 17:54:55 GMT
From: aaronw@am.ucsc.edu (Aaron M. Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DW Spoilers and lots of rambling.

This has some wild speculation in it, as well as some spoilers from Death
Walker.

I have been wondering why the Vorlons would even join Babylon-5 if they are
so unintereasted in other races.  We know that one of the homeworlds will
be destroyed, and I was wondering if it was to be the Vorlon homeworld.  If
the Vorlons knew that their homeworld was doomed, they would likely seek a
new planet to inhabit.  What if there were no inhabitable planets in their
territory besides their homeworld.  We know that they breath a strange
mixture of gases.

Now suppose they found a planet they could inhabit in EA's territory?
(What is the makeup of Venus's atmosphere?  Perhapse they could cool it
down and move there.)

Now the Vorlons likely don't know a lot about humans, since they were never
intereasted in other people.  Now they come to the realization that they
might have to integrate themselves with the EA to survive.

What better way to learn about humans than to send a representative to
Babylon-5?

As for the scenes with Talia Winters, Kosh, and Abbut, I imagine that Kosh
wants to know more about the telepaths, especially knowing that he had been
scanned.  Perhapse he wanted to find out if Talia could scan him through
the environment suit, and was frustrating her for that purpose, since it
would tip his hand if he said "Please scan me".  By using Abbut, he
probably learned a lot about how telepaths work.

I feel that this was an important step in the series.

This is all of course wild speculation with little basis.  I'm looking
forward to more scenes with Kosh and possibly Abbut.  Hopefully we'll see
Abbut again.  Perhapse he and N'Grath should team up.

All in all, I thought it was an awsome episode.

As for Aliens, I've noticed that most of it is just changes to the head and
skin textures and coloration.  Why must most of the aliens have 5 fingers
and a similar skelatel structure?  I think it would be interesting to see
aliens with very different skeletal structures, such as joints in odd
places, or 3 fingers, or 10 fingers per hand.  How about a tail? I realize
that this would probably add a lot of expense to the show, since latex
masks are pretty easy to construct.  I imagine doing an alien skeletal
structure would be much more difficult.  I think it would likely require
animatronics or something.

I'm not a biology major, but I thought that the 4 components of DNA are not
too complicated (please correct me if I'm wrong).  Many of the different
amino acids that are the basis of life have been found naturally, even on
asteroids.  I could see a possibility for DNA being somewhat common.

As for not being able to synthesize a chemical, I find that hard to
believe.  Even today, many chemicals are produced through the genetic
engineering of bacteria.  For example insulin.  I imagine that in 200 years
we'd have made great advances there.  Our advances in the last decade alone
have been astonishing.

The concept of a being dying so another one could live was a good plot
idea, however.  It's just difficult to see how that could be scientifically
based.

Also, the idea of a universal anti-aging drug seems pretty far fetched,
since I imagine that the similarities between DNA of different aliens would
be about as similar to that of a Bacterium and a human.

Also, with aliens, what's to say that they all see in our wavelength of
light?  I thought it'd be interesting to see an alien who has to carry
around, say, a blacklight to see.  Even on our own planet different animals
see in different wavelengths, for example insects, many of which see in the
UV region.

One small beef I have with B-5 is the use of the old CRT for displays.  By
then I imagine that newer technologies would have taken over.  Flat panels
will be far less expensive by then, and more reliable.

Over-all, though, I think B-5 is the best sci-fi show to have come out in a
long time, certainly much more thought out than STTNG or DS9, both of which
I no longer care much for.

ST and DS9 have become far too predictable and too politically-correct for
my tastes.  Their characters come across as being totally incompetent.
Their plots have resulted in "Mutation of the week which occurs in a matter
of hours", or "Natural Disaster and how do we interfere", or "New
technology/ radiation/particle/etc. of the week which we'll never see
again".

JMS: Keep surprising us.  The ending of the last episode (Death Walker)
would have been much more of a surprise if you did not have a scene of the
Vorlon ship powered up ready to shoot in the preview.  Please try to keep
the last 15 minutes of the show out of the preview.  It will make the show
a lot less predictable.

Sinclair's acting seems to have greatly improved over earlier episodes, but
his showing great anger or disgust seems rather fake, maybe it's just how
he sounds, I don't know.

I can't wait until the next episode aires next Wednesday.

Aaron Williams
aaronw@cats.ucsc.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 00:28:41 GMT
From: anthony@csd4.csd.uwm.edu (Anthony J Stieber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hey, why all the gloves?

bart@engin.umich.edu (David Samuel Jacobs) writes:
>While watching Deathwalker, it struck me that at least 70% of the
>characters wear gloves (G'Kar, Talia, the Dilgar War Master, to name a
>few.) So my question is, why all the gloves?  Is this a fashion statement
>in the 24th

G'Kar probably wears gloves so the actor who plays him won't have to put on
hand and lower forearm prosthetics.  An explanation that fits into the
story is that Narn are cold blooded or otherwise need to retain whatever
heat they already have and thus wear gloves to keep their hands warm.  Note
also that G'Kar and other Narn wear both gloves and half gloves and also
wear rather heavy garments with thick collars.  They also wear what could
be battery packs for electric heaters.

>If this has any bearing on the story or the 5-year arc, I'll be really
>surprised.

Prepare to be surprised...

Anthony Stieber
anthony@csd4.csd.uwm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 02:29:37 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Ellison caricature in "Deathwalker"

   The vicker has *nothing* to do with Harlan; it was originally written
with Gilbert Gottfried in mind, but he was apparently unavailable at the
time.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 02:30:33 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: EA badge?

   At this time, the EA badges are not available anywhere but in the B5
prop room.  In time, that may change....
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 02:30:38 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: My beef with Bablyon 5

   What I don't understand is why in order to qualify as SF, one MUST have
non-humanoid aliens in large numbers?  (You already mentioned Kosh and
N'Grath, that's two.)  Leaving out the practical side of the argument -
that actors are (generally) human, and if you want ANY kind of
characterization, you need an actor, animatronics aren't generally at the
level yet that can give solid long-term performances - the argument seems
dubious from a scientific point.
 
   To become a spacefaring race, one has to go through some measure of
evolution, avoiding becoming prey, and becoming adept at making tools,
using fire (or its equivalent), and so on.  From the biologists I've spoken
with, the species with the best chance of survival are those with their
sensory equipment at the highest point of their body, for instance; as with
humans, that puts your eyes, ears and scent organs at the top of your body.
To avoid predators, you need legs, at least two.  Four is a possibility,
but aren't as suited to handle difficult terrain or squeeze through narrow
openings.  To ward off predators, and build devices of a technological
origin, you need forelimbs, minimum two, and given that the universe tends
toward bilateral symmetry, you'll probably get pairs.  And an opposible
thumb (or other similar appendage) is certainly useful as well.  What you
get is something fairly humanoid.
 
   (As an aside, it's interesting to note that in all tales of UFO
encounters - and I'm not taking sides in this, just dealing with the
subject, the aliens aren't huge lobsters or insects, they're fairly
humanoid.)
 
   You can have a character who can relate to our characters, show emotion,
carry on a long story...or you can have puppets.  Choose one.  I know there
was Yoda (on whom was spent VAST amounts of money, and time that is only
available on film projects), and that was well done, but even that was
clearly a puppet.  The technology doesn't yet exist to do what you ask.
You might as well say, "It's not SF unless Straczynski is able to fly
around the room on his own power."  The resources to do it aren't here yet.
 
   Nonetheless, we're continuing to try and find some ways of doing this.
There's a *very* non-humanoid creature in "Grail," created by CGI, which is
about 60-70% of what you got in Jurassic Park.  It's a start.  Maybe in
another few years, we'll have the tech to do more of this.  But for now,
it's not good enough to do the job *convincingly*, and I'd rather not do it
than do it badly.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 02:33:44 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Deathwalker" (spoilers)

   Except of course that Sinclair said that the non-aligned worlds would
have observers there at all times... there are no other Dilgar to help
break her out... the Narns have no desire to attack Earth installations to
break her out as long as they get their share of the serum... and there
really was no other alternative short of war.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 02:48:33 GMT
From: bayern@isis.cshl.org (Shawn Bayern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Early Babylon Stations

Here's an interesting question - I was surprised I didn't know the answer.
*Who* destroyed the first three Babylon stations?

Shawn

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 03:09:03 GMT
From: rychang@quads.uchicago.edu (richard yen-ching chang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker: SPOILERS and observations

I have only been able to see this once, but let me try to type up some
observations:

[SPOILER]

Where to begin but with the exclamation: "Wow!"

Apologies for anything restated as I have only just seen the show and have
been avidly avoiding SPOILERS, et al..

  I do not know how this episode affected others, but, upon reflection, the
pace of it gave me a sense of watching a movie in that brief, less than an
hour, time span.  The main story revolved around Deathwalker, the others on
the station simply revolved around her progress through time.  She is in
possession of an extensive history, which, like the arc, but to a lesser
extent, unfolds before the audience as the show progresses.
  We see before us a woman with a deep belief in racial Darwinism; the
strongest dominate the weaker.  We also see someone who also believes in
truth and will go to great lengths to bring it to light.  Deathwalker
states a couple times that the strongest shall prevail.  The first time was
earlier in the show and I forgot (though I might be mistaken).  The second
time was in her final conversation with Sinclair.  She claimed that she had
won, the other races were too weak to stop her schemes.  She implies that
strength is composed not only of technology and power, but also the
strength of will to uphold what they hold as right.
  This conversation also leads to the second point of truth.  She sees that
the other races are deluding themselves in their belief that they are right
and pure, as opposed to the 'evil' of Deathwalker's race.  Her tool for
truth was the serum she had developed.  Those who were strong enough of
will to reject immortality in favor of their moral beliefs would be
destroyed by the races imbued with a lesser moral standard.  The truth
remains hidden.  The Vorlon Empire gave an example of the first point; they
destroyed the last of Deathwalker's race (sorry, I don't remember the race
name).  The truth also took second place to natural selection.

  Now you may ask what the point of the previous ramblings may be, other
than a student's attempt at procrastination.  My answer is that JMS has,
again, given us a picture of an universe with diverse beliefs (thank you
Larry DiTillio for a wonderful episode).  I might not like what ideals she
lives by, they might even be seen as evil, but that is her view of life.
Then again, her mentality does fit that of the traditional villain.

  And now for something [not quite] completely different...The Narn appear
to be quite emotional.  We were first shown a calm and analytical aid in
PoD.  One thing though, it was not personal.  When it got that way, as it
did with Deathwalker, she became quite...energetic.  Their culture appears
to be feudal.  They have words describing vengeance for the slight of a
family member, and appear to have a code of conduct as well.  After the
first half of this episode, however, Na'toth just disappeared.  I was
slightly disappointed by this, but then couldn't think of a good way she
would be shown again.

  The politics in 'Deathwalker' was quite realistic.  It leads us back to
Sinclair's statement in 'And a Sky Full of Stars': "The innocent lie
because [I forgot this part] and the guilty lie because they have to."  The
Narn, Centauri, and the Minbari did not lie, as such, but hid behind a
cover of smoke and mirrors.  Each had dealings with Deathwalker's race, and
the Minbari sheltered Deathwalker.  Each had something to hide, and had
taken the easier path of keeping the truth hidden than allowing justice to
prevail.
  Lennier confirms the Minbari connection with Deathwalker after the B5
council had adjourned.  The Minbari are a highly secretive race, however,
so why does Lennier give such potentially embarrassing information to
Sinclair?  Though cloistered for the majority of his life, he is a
diplomatic aid and would know that his actions could be damaging to his
race.  What motives does he, Delenn, and the Minbari have for telling?
Then again, he does seem a bit naive, and appeared shocked by his race's
actions, both past and present.
  In her association with the Minbari, Deathwalker produced for them their
most devastating weapons (or at least a majority of them).  Could this mean
that the Minbari are not really that technologically inclined, but gained
their power from her work?  I can not remember her credentials clearly, but
I do remember that Deathwalker's expertise included BioTech.  Is that how
the Minbari achieved this step?  I guess we will never learn, or have to
wait for five years...

  Now we come to the sub-plot involving Talia Winters, the VCR, and the
enigmatic Ambassador Kosh.  It is still so strange that it could have many
different motives for putting Talia through such agony.  We can accept the
explanation given by Sinclair: that Kosh wanted something in order to
attack/defend against Talia.  On the other hand, we know that Kosh is
studying humans, their culture, and their society.  Perhaps this is only a
part of his studies, the areas involving human "Reflection.  Surprise.
Fear." (I hope I got that right).  I wouldn't know how reflection, other
than the scene with the mirror, is involved, but the other two seem to fit.
  The Vorlons also appear to have an interest in other species.  They
destroyed Deathwalker...maybe.  Whether in self-defense or the protection
of others, the Vorlons did get involved.  There is not have enough
information that I would want to propose a theory.  As for the maybe at the
beginning of this paragraph: the explosion of Deathwalker's ship was unlike
any before seen.  Though there was debris from the explosion, the 'flash'
stayed for too long; it appeared to me that it expanded and then held at a
constant radius for several seconds.  I could be wrong, as I only watched
it once, but just maybe...

  Ivanova just gets better and better.  JMS, I believe that you made a
wonderful decision when you cast Claudia Christian as the Lt. Cmdr.  IMHO,
she did an incredible job in the scenes when the League ships began popping
out of the vortex.  She both looked and sounded nervous, and the way she
seemed to reach for words added to the credibility of her performance (Yes,
I admit that I am a drooling fanboy ;).

  A brief, last note to my ramblings.  I enjoyed the new ship designs,
especially the one resembling a ring.  However, unlike the Vorlon, Narn,
and human craft, I couldn't seem to see any thrusters.  I was wondering how
they moved, especially the one that looked like an Arilouleelay (sp?) Skiff
from 'Star Control' (both I and ][).

That is it, for now.  Thank you to all that had the tenacity to wade
through this.

Richard Y. Chang
rychang@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Bear (3 msgs) & Bradley & Chalker &
                        Glen Cook (6 msgs) & Crichton & 
                        Delany (5 msgs) & Dickson & Eddings

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 22:57:00 GMT
From: mpark@mpark.demon.co.uk (Murray C Park)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels

scgk@dcs.ed.ac.uk writes:
>Has anybody else read Greg Bear's `Queen of Angels` ? I brought it a
>little while back and found it boring and difficult to read (there is
>bearly (ha ha) a comma in the thing) and gave up after a few chapters.
>
>However I reread it recently and found it very good (although still tricky
>to read). It is probably one of his better books over all.

It's really quite an enjoyable book for those that have the patience to
wade through all those silly chunks of gibberish.  Why he had to detract
from an otherwise excellent book with this stylistic nonsense is beyond me.

Murray C Park
30 Tavistock Road
West Drayton, Middlesex, England, UB7 7QZ
mpark@mpark.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 23:46:14 GMT
From: stevegr@sugar.neosoft.com (Steven Greenland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels

Murray C Park <mpark@mpark.demon.co.uk> wrote:
>It's really quite an enjoyable book for those that have the patience to
>wade through all those silly chunks of gibberish.  Why he had to detract
>from an otherwise excellent book with this stylistic nonsense is beyond
>me.

One person's stylistic nonsense is another's brain food. I think QoA is
Bear's triumph, so far. (except maybe for Blood Music).

Steve Greenland
stevegr@neosoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 05:55:19 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels

   Speaking for myself, I read about 100 pages of _Queen of Angels_, spoke
Dorothy Heydt's Eight Deadly Words, and put it down. That's not something I
do very often.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu
goldfarb@UCBOCF.BITNET   
goldfarb@soda.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 20:20:24 GMT
From: CORMACBW@slscva (Barbara Cormack)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: MZ Bradley's new book

A while back people were discussing Arthurian novels - one of my favorites!
I was wondering if anyone had read Marion Zimmer Bradley's new book.  I
think it is called _The House in the Woods_ (or something close to that).
I'd heard it was to be a prequel to Mists of Avalon but when I read the
blurbs on the hardcover, I wasn't so sure.

If I could be certain that this new book would be as good as Mists of
Avalon, I'd pay for the harcover.  Anyone read it yet?

Barbara Cormack
cormacbw@slscva.ca.sunycentral.edu

------------------------------

From: "Evelyn C Leeper" <ecl@mtgpfs1.mt.att.com>
Date: Mon, 2 May 1994 15:18:01 -0400
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HOTEL ANDROMEDA by Jack Chalker

		      HOTEL ANDROMEDA by Jack Chalker
	      Ace, ISBN 0-441-00010-X, 1994, 248pp, US$4.99.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   If this is the kind of book you like, then you will like this book.

   Jack Chalker collects (has commissioned, one suspects) twelve stories of
alien goings-on in an intergalactic hotel.  There may be a serious story in
here, but the ones I sampled seemed of the variety that plays better as a
Marx Brothers comedy on screen than on the printed page.  The most
prestigious author included is Kristine Kathryn Rusch; other well-known
contributors include Esther M. Friesner and Janet Kagan.  The goal, so far
as I can tell, is entertainment without concern for content, or even a
plot, but it didn't grab me enough to make me plow through it.  It is, of
course, remotely conceivable that picking this up immediately after
finishing JANE EYRE was too much of a shock to my system, but it didn't
seem to deliver the sort of GRAND HOTEL story I was expecting.

   Then again, I don't read Terry Pratchett either.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 09:25:35 GMT
From: steveb@calvados.apana.org.au (Steve batten)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Glen Cook's Black Company: Where is book 7?

I am just re-reading the Black Company series and wondered if anyone had
heard anything about book 7 (the 3rd book of the south). According to the
"to be continued" at the back of 'Dreams of Steel' it was to be called
'Glittering Stone'.  It's been a long time coming. Any news?

Steve Batten
steveb@calvados.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 20:41:48 GMT
From: middletn@mcs.com (Evan Middleton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook's Black Company: Where is book 7?

The last I'd heard of the 7th book, _Glittering Stone_, was that Glen Cook
had become too emotionally attached to the character of Croaker, and that
something in this book would involve killing him off. Rather than killing
off Croaker (who the rumors say is Glen Cook's alter ego), he's chosen to
stop the series indefinitely.

The rumors may be wrong, but the situation is correct. I have heard nothing
about the next book coming out any time soon, and when I asked his wife at
the last Windycon (in November) is he was sick of being asked about it, she
rolled her eyes and said yes. So, I didn't ask. (Disclaimer-it may not have
been his wife, but it was someone who was running his booth in the
huckster's room, so she must have at least known him a little...)

Evan

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 02:59:38 GMT
From: mtpins@icaen.uiowa.edu (Michael T Pins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook's Black Company: Where is book 7?

middletn@MCS.COM (Evan Middleton) writes:
>The last I'd heard of the 7th book, _Glittering Stone_, was that Glen Cook
>had become too emotionally attached to the character of Croaker, and that
>something in this book would involve killing him off. Rather than killing
>off Croaker (who the rumors say is Glen Cook's alter ego), he's chosen to
>stop the series indefinitely.
>
>The rumors may be wrong, but the situation is correct. I have heard
>nothing about the next book coming out any time soon, and when I asked his
>wife at the last Windycon (in November) is he was sick of being asked
>about it, she rolled her eyes and said yes. So, I didn't ask.
>(Disclaimer-it may not have been his wife, but it was someone who was
>running his booth in the huckster's room, so she must have at least known
>him a little...)

Gads, where do people come up with these goofball theories, and why aren't
they reading the net for a bit before posting such nonsense???

OK, I guess it's been what, 2 weeks, since anyone posted this, so....  Glen
works full-time for GM.  In his old job he was able to do most of his
writing (at least idea brewing) while at work, then do the actual writing
when he got home.  More recently he was transferred to a different job at a
different plant that required a sizable commute (like an hour each way).
At this new job he was actually required to think, and that coupled with
the new commute basically killed his writing time.  He could either write,
or spend time with his kids.  He properly chose the latter.  As of a few
months ago the plant closed down for retooling, and as such Glen is
currently writing nearly full-time for about a year.  He's finishing off
the next Garrett book (the successor to "Deadly Quicksilver Lies") and
after that will start in on the next Black Company book.  He was hoping to
get two Black Company books finished before going back to work, but it now
looks like he'll only finish one.

Michael Pins
mtpins@icaen.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 16:41:18 GMT
From: dmjones@theory.lcs.mit.edu (David M. Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook's Deadly Quicksilver Lies

mpool2@atl (Mary Pool) writes:
>I just finished Glen Cook's new book Deadly Quicksilver Lies.
>
>It is pure Garrett and if you like the Garrett Series, you'll love this
>addition.

Actually, it left me sort of cold, but then again I've never viewed the
Garrett series as anything other than filler to keep me sated while waiting
for the Final Book of the South.  Also, I was particularly bothered by the
sudden outbreak of gay bashing, which were particularly puzzling because
the earler books seemed pretty neutral on the topic - the only time I
remember the topic arising was in hints about the relationship between
Crask and Sadler, which was commented upon pretty matter-of-factly.

David M. Jones
dmjones@theory.lcs.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 03:46:53 GMT
From: donald@bach.utias.utoronto.ca (Donald Simmons)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook's Black Company: Where is book 7?

Steve batten <steveb@calvados.apana.org.au> wrote:
>I am just re-reading the Black Company series and wondered if anyone had
>heard anything about book 7 (the 3rd book of the south). According to the
>"to be continued" at the back of 'Dreams of Steel' it was to be called
>'Glittering Stone'.  It's been a long time coming. Any news?

   Glen Cook recently gave a reading here in Toronto, and he said that his
job at General Motors has kept him so busy the past few years he hasn't had
a lot of time for writing. He would like to write full time but he can't
afford health insurance for his family if he does (he should move up here).
He also said that at the end of each of the Black Company books he added a
line 'To Be Continued in... ' but the editor always cut it out until, of
course, the last BC book. Oh, and rumors that the publishers are
responsible for the long delay are NOT TRUE. He is working on the book now
and hopes to finish it this year.
    
   Strictly speaking, it will not be 'Glittering Stone', although that will
be its title. You see, the next two books of the Company are going to be
destroyed by fire. The new BC book will begin with a few fragments of these
two volumes, (all that were saved), and then get into a new story.

Donald Simmons
Institute of Aerospace Studies
University of Toronto
donald@bach.utias.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 14:55:54 GMT
From: EBINGER%DRCV06.decnet@vax3.drc.com (DRCV06::EBINGER)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook's Black Company: Where is book 7?

donald@bach.utias.utoronto.ca (Donald Simmons) said:
>Strictly speaking, it will not be 'Glittering Stone', although that will
>be its title. You see, the next two books of the Company are going to be
>destroyed by fire. The new BC book will begin with a few fragments of
>these two volumes, (all that were saved), and then get into a new story.

This has been a bad week.  First Commodore goes under, now this.  It's
enough to make you sick.  This had better be a bad joke.  If Glen Cook
tries to pull this one (dropping the current story line and starting a new
one), I don't see any way that I'll read anything of his again.
   This is worse than Herbert dying and leaving the Dune series hanging.
Eddings' "painless victory" stunt pales in comparison.

Eric Ebinger
ebinger@vax3.drc.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 20:28:53 GMT
From: dbrowdy@access.digex.net (Dan Browdy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Michael Crichton

Hi.  Does anyone else here think that Michael Crichton is the *worst*
writer ever?  He insults your intelligence with stupid ideas that are
supposed to be pretty neat, and you're supposed to say "WOW! He's darned
good!"  I don't think he deserves as much hype as he's getting.  What do
you think?

Dan Browdy
dbrowdy@access.digex.net

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 04:11:07 GMT
From: zgilbert@titan.ucs.umass.edu (Zvi Gilbert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Chip Delany's autobio - new edition?

Erich Schneider <erich@hrl8.cs.tamu.edu> wrote:
>I read in that most square of pubs, _The New York Times Book Review_, that
>Samuel R. Delany's autobiography, _The Motion in Light and Water_, is in
>print again. However, I haven't heard of the publisher.

As far as I have gleaned from my intense scouring of this evasive author's
literary leavings, this is the THIRD edition of the book.  The first
edition was published in HC by Arbor House (William Morrow) in 1989.  The
tp came out in 1989, published by Plume (New American Library).  The second
edition came out in Britain, in 1990 I believe.  The third and current
edition is published by Richard Kasak (Masquerade), 1993.  ISBN
1-56333-133-0.  Masquerade Books, Inc. / 801 Second Ave / NYC NY 10017.
It's a tp and sells for $12.95, it says here on the cover.

I provide this as a service to the interested, since it's small press.  I'm
not connected to the publisher in any way.

Each edition contains substantially revised material.  I own the first and
third, and the latter is twice as thick as the former, contains a few
contemporary commentaries, and has a completely different organization
(it's all done by number outlines).  It's larger than the British (second)
edition too, which I've read but don't own. A lot of it is different;
someways better, someways less terse. Wordy, fer shure.  And the 1988
version won the Hugo, so you can't go wrong with that either. (I found a
stack of hc remaindered copies in the basement of the Harvard Book Store,
in Cambridge.)

>If you (speaking more generally now) read _Stars In My Pocket Like Grains
>of Sand_ or _Dhalgren_ and were puzzled by it all, I suggest reading the
>above, as well as his other (shorter) autobiographical book, _Heavenly
>Breakfast_. Certain things make a _lot_ more sense afterward, and his work
>becomes more interesting, I've found.

Mmmm. *More* interesting?  Pas possible.

I think that _The Motion of Light in Water_ gave me a great deal of insight
into the novels that Delany was writing at that time: _Babel-17_,
particularly, as well as the short stories in _Driftglass_, and his earlier
novels.

Hope this helps,

Zvi
zgilbert@titan.ucs.umass.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 01:56:05 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Chip Delany's autobio - new edition?

Richard Kasak Books is an imprint of Masquerade Books, a mass-market
paperback porn house.  I gather that the colophon "Richard Kasak Books" is
intended to indicate material a cut above THE LUSTFUL TURK and MAN WITH A
MAID.  They also have a kind of literary-erotica line, Rhinocerous Books.

They aren't exactly a "small press", as a previous poster suggested.  They
have real distribution, even some distribution in the chains.  They are
connected to the line of skin magazines that includes publications such as
PLAYGIRL, HIGH SOCIETY, and HAWK.

Anyway, good on them for doing this Delany stuff.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 07:44:14 GMT
From: knut.mork@admin.uio.no (Knut Mork)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Chip Delany's autobio - new edition?

pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden) wrote:
> They aren't exactly a "small press", as a previous poster suggested.
> They have real distribution, even some distribution in the chains.  They
> are connected to the line of skin magazines that includes publications
> such as PLAYGIRL, HIGH SOCIETY, and HAWK.
> 
> Anyway, good on them [Masquerade Books] for doing this Delany stuff.

Though I haven't called them yet to confirm this, I was told about a week
ago on The WELL that Masquerade will be shortly publishing (or is
publishing now?) a new (pornographic) book by Delany, _Mad Man_.

I make no claims on the validity of that information :). But I except to
call 'em pretty soon and find out.

Knut

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 13:50:34 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Chip Delany's autobio - new edition?

Knut Mork (knut.mork@admin.uio.no) wrote:
>Though I haven't called them yet to confirm this, I was told about a week
>ago on The WELL that Masquerade will be shortly publishing (or is
>publishing now?) a new (pornographic) book by Delany, _Mad Man_.

   *Publisher's Weekly* just reviewed it, saying that it has lots of
explicit gay, s/m, and scatological content.  But I guess it doesn't have
any science fiction in it, because they reveiwed it in the mainstream
section.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 12:29:04 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Chip Delany's autobio - new edition?

Glenn Woodsworth (Glenn_Woodsworth@mindlink.bc.ca) wrote:
>Could you please post the ISBN etc. of that new Delany book _MAD MAN_?

1-56333-193-4

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 22:32:24 GMT
From: browc@ils.unc.edu (Carlton Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gordon R. Dickson Question

Is "Dominick Gervasi" a character in any of GRD's Dorsai books? I cannot
recall that name from either _Tactics of Mistake_ or _Dorsai_; these being
the only two Dorsai books I have read.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 11:28:51 GMT
From: ah447@freenet.carleton.ca (Victor W. Wong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hidden City

Does anyone know when David Eddings' The Hidden City (pt. 3 of the Tamuli
series) is due out?

Victor Wong
ah447@freenet.carleton.ca

------------------------------
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Date: 28 Apr 94 12:40:28 GMT
From: sedinger@sbu.edu (Kelly Sedinger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

rcw2@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (Ryan C Wallace) writes:
>I'm just curious, but did anyone else absolutely love Donaldson's duology,
>The Mirror of her Dreams and A Man Rides Through?

I too really enjoyed this book. I thought that the court politics were very
fascinating, and I enjoyed all of the characters. It was nice to see
Donaldson use characters who are quirky without having gargantuan streaks
of self-loathing, a la the Covenant books. I also thought that the story's
ending was a lot more satisfying than the ending to the Covenant series.

Kelly Sedinger
sedinger@marx.sbu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 13:14:32 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

middletn@MCS.COM (Evan Middleton) writes:
>I also thought that this was his best work to date. The desriptions were
>vivid, and the characters took realistic steps from retiring backgrounders
>to major movers and shakers...

Funny - I had more or less the opposite reaction :-).  The characters spent
the first book as useless wimps, and the second book turning into
oh-wow-how-powerful (but still somewhat clueless) saviours.

I'll probably reread it eventually, with more of an eye to the style - I
suspect that it'll be interesting to look at the second book as a mirror
image of the first one - but as far as the story went, I found the first
Covenant books far better. (the second set were weaker than the first).

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 12:10:47 GMT
From: etlsagy@etlxd30.ericsson.se (Sandie.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen R. Donaldson?

>Taught and fast paced, the Thomas Covenant series is not.  The main
>character is a self-serving selfish bastard (or IS he???).  Actually,
>there are several Donaldson threads roaming about as we speak, about most
>of his novels.  I've read everything he's written, and I have to say that
>the _Mordant's Need_ duology (?) was the most enjoyable (_Mirror of Her
>Dreams_ and _Man rides through_).  The _Gap_ series, while well written,
>is more like TC.  Not that I'm knocking the Covenant series, it's one of
>my favorites, but it's arguably not the most well written...(although he
>will introduce you- repeatedly- to some interesting new words...)

Have you read Daughter_Of_Regals the collection of short stories he wrote??
I started reading TC book 1 when I was 13 (much too young) but couldn't get
into it.  So about 5 years later when I was really into SF/Fantasy I got
the short stories to see if I could handle Donaldson's writing. I thought
they were mostly very good. My favourite being Conquerer_Worm.  I then
decided that I could handle TC. Not my favourite piece of literature.
Mordant's_Need was very good. I really liked the characters.  As for
The_Gap I'm still trying to make up my mind whether to read it or not.  I
don't think I could face it if it was like TC but if it's lighter and
better written I'd probably give it a go.

Sandie

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 15:44:41 GMT
From: PCMOONEY@mechanical.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (P. Corrie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson's next "Gap" book

jimstark@delphi.com writes:
>I called his publisher to find out when the next book will be released.  I
>was told to look for it sometime in June of 94.  I am going to call in May
>to see if they will be giving away free copies like they did with _A Dark
>and Hungry God_.  

July 31 is the tentative release date (In Canada). I asked the World's
Biggest Book Store in Toronto.

P. Corrie

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 13:02:40 GMT
From: ee@starsun1 (Frossie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner) writes:
>I read the second Gap novel, but found Morn's suffering so overblown that
>I couldn't grasp it - I ended up emotionally numbed and disbelieving, not
>involved.

I suspect that this was done deliberately. I think the whole Gap series is
playing with the reader's need to identify with a character. Nick is put up
and shot down, Morn is tortured out of any possible empathy (and probably
her sanity) and Agnus oscillated from vilest of beings to victim/rescuer.

I am very much looking forward to volume 4. A very intriguing series that
keps getting better. Certainly disturbing, though.

ee@star.qmw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 05:14:38 GMT
From: russgold@netaxs.com (Russell Gold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan

Bronis Vidugiris (bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com) wrote:
>>I liked "Seventh Sword" a bit better than "A Man of His Word".  Neither
>>is my absolute favorite Duncan though.  Unfortunately, the title of the
>>book I liked the best escapes my mind at the moment :-(.  Something along
>>the lines of "Sharp Edge" or "Razor Edge" or "Cutting Edge" (?) - but
>>that's not quite right.
>
>It's even more wrong than I thought.  The book that I was thinking of was
>not part of a series - "The Cutting Edge", however, is the sequel to "Man
>of His Word".
>
>Unfortunately, I still can't think of the title.  And I'm not sure how to
>describe the plot without major spoilers.  Oh well.

I suspect that you are thinking of "The Reaver Road" - in which the major
character is Omar the storyteller - who says that in his travels he has
even been a god...

That is my second favorite of Duncan's individual novels (after "West of
January"), and I'm sure that you will be pleased to hear that another
"Omar" book "The Hunters Haunt" will be published in the near future.

Russell Gold
russgold@netaxs.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 02:12:34 GMT
From: kalash@starnine.com (Joe Kalash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Duncan Next Book

John_Huttley@kcbbs.gen.nz (John Huttley) wrote:
>>It's called if I remember right "The Living God".
>
> Is this HB?? and what do you think of it so far?

I'm not the person who was actually asked, but I feel talkative...

"The Living God" is available only in Hard Cover. I have enjoyed all of
Duncan's books (get ready) up to, but not including this series. I thought
this one was poorly thought out, and not presented very well.

Joe Kalash
kalash@starnine.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 16:27:53 GMT
From: d88-bli@xbyse.nada.kth.se (Bo Lindbergh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan

russgold@netaxs.com (Russell Gold) writes:
> I've never heard of "Shadow" - what was it about? (I thought I knew all
> of his books). The only books that I remember with one word titles are
> "Strings" and "Hero"

It's about feudalism and slavery and a young man with an unhealthily strong
sense of justice.  Recommended.

Bo Lindbergh

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 00:58:04 GMT
From: axb39@po.cwru.edu (Ann Burlingham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: S. H. Elgin: Furthest

I recently picked up a copy of a Suzette Haden Elgin novel I'd never
previously heard of, _Furthest_. I enjoyed it, on the whole, although it
read more like an outline of a *really* good novel than a fully-fleshed
novel in itself. I loved her Laaden books (also a bit weak on
characterisation, I now recall, but lots to think about), but I didn't find
much to keep me interested in the one Ozark book I read. Any fans out there
to tell me what I'm missing that I should not miss? What do others think of
her works?

Oh, bib. note: _Furthest_, NYC, Ace, 1971, pb. (with a wonderful Leo and
Diane Dillon cover)

Ann Burlingham
Sears Library 
Case Western Reserve University       
10900 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
axb39@po.cwru.edu  

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 03:29:51 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: S. H. Elgin: Furthest

   *Furthest* was Elgin's second novel.  It was combined with its
predecessor, *The Communipaths* and its sequel, *At the Seventh Level*,
into an omnibus called *Communipath Worlds*.  Good stuff.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 04:22:01 GMT
From: cfsje@ux1.cts.eiu.edu (Susan Eisenhour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: S. H. Elgin: Furthest

I'm at a loss. While I enjoyed some aspects of the Native Tongue books
(haven't read #3 yet, but have it) I *really* liked the Ozark books. Maybe
you were reading out of order?  Twelve Fair Kingdoms, The Grand Jubilee,
And Then There'll be Fireworks.  The Grannies are worth the whole books,
and the character of Responsible of Brightwater and her sister Troublesome,
and the Mules...

Or maybe the one you read was that one with Coyote Jones? Yonder Comes the
Other End of Time? NOt a good start, and not that great even after the
others. Well, except for Jones and his constant state of confusion, anger,
incredulity, etc..

Try again?

Susan Eisenhour
cfsje@ux1.cts.eiu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 17:26:25 GMT
From: axb39@po.cwru.edu (Ann Burlingham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: S. H. Elgin: Furthest

>I'm at a loss. While I enjoyed some aspects of the Native Tongue books
>(haven't read #3 yet, but have it)

There's a third? What's the title? (My, did I stop reading SF for *that*
long?)

>I *really* liked the Ozark books. Maybe you were reading out of order?
>Twelve Fair Kingdoms, The Grand Jubilee, And Then There'll be Fireworks.
>The Grannies are worth the whole books, and the character of Responsible
>of Brightwater and her sister Troublesome, and the Mules...  Or maybe the
>one you read was that one with Coyote Jones? Yonder Comes the Other End of
>Time? NOt a good start, and not that great even after the others. Well,
>except for Jones and his constant state of confusion, anger, incredulity,
>etc..

That sounds like it. I started with high, hopes, liking her native tongue
books, as I say - the ideas sparked so much for me, and I re-read them
every once in a while - but the Ozark one was so *cutesy*. Yuck.

>Try again?

Maybe I will, as you say the ones I haven't read are better than the one I
did.

Ann Burlingham
Sears Library 
Case Western Reserve University
10900 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
axb39@po.cwru.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 19:05:07 GMT
From: spiker@gnu.ai.mit.edu (Spike R. MacPhee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Gallun

gharlane@nextnet.csus.edu wrote:
> fkiesche3@aol.COM writes:
>> What a loss. While I have very little written by this gentleman, some of
>> it is among my favorite SF. In particular is _The Planet Strappers_,
>> which (while dated in it's science) is among my favorite hard SF novels.
>> I've read it a dozen times over and always find it fresh and uplifting.

Agreed.  _Planet Strappers_ had the best realization of a
inner-solar-system wide (Mercury to the Belt and maybe the Jovian moons)
spacefaring civilization I'd ever seen up to when it came out in Oct 1961,
and I can't think of anything other than Pournelle's early Belt stories
(CoDominium) that had that same sense of a new and developing frontier for
individuals (always happy to be reminded of any <grin>).  Or add a few
decades to Allan Steele's four SkyCorp future history novels...

You passed the physical, got your GO (ground-to-orbit) ticket and the AF
hauled you and your 50-gallon drum to orbit.  You then had two hours to
inflate your stellene toroidal bubble, get the hydroponics going, and light
your lowthrust ion drive.  Then you could use your antenna to decide which
of the planets, moons, or stations had the best employment offers.

I daydreamed of which surplus spacesuit I wanted the most: Gallun's Archer
Five suit or the station-rigger's suit from _Have Spacesuit Will Travel_.
The suits were self-contained too, but one could go mad in them...  I still
shiver thinking of the Jolly Lads, who liked to grab small rocks,
accelerate for five hundred hours, let go, and be far away by the time
their target exploded in glares of light...Kinetic vandals giggling in your
headsets at the flashes of the bombardment as your air spilled...

I suspect that he. like Heinlein, helped many of us choose engineering or
science careers as we, along with Frank, "heard Ramos' voice, filled with
unthinkable distance" coming from his radio as we read the story... Or
returned, like one character, to Henderson's store on Earth, where he had
remembered seeing the bright new Archer Seven in the display window as a
teenager, to now see the bright new Archer Nine in the same window and a
new Bunch reaching for the stars..  Gallun could tell a story with a human
heart.

I've gone on at length because I would like to see this reprinted by a pb
publisher.  Part of the Luna sequence is especially pulpy, but the book has
stood up to time well.  It's still one of the best portrayals of the
"Outward Urge" (Wyndham) or "The Big Hunger" (Walter Miller) that our field
has.  And like fkiesche3, I've reread it many times...

>Gallun always wrote believeable stories, and the women in his yarns were
>well-realized characters, long before sexual equality became fashionable
>in adventure fiction.
>
>He wrote "PLANET STRAPPERS" in the early sixties, and "EDEN CYCLE" about a
>decade later.... he used to say that he thought "EDEN CYCLE" was his best
>work, whenever he could be gotten in front of a microphone at SF
>conventions, and promise that if enough people bought copies to keep it in
>print, he had a better one in mind that he'd also write.  The man was a
>gentle, warm, compassionate *tease*.

I always thought of Eden Cycle as "a rural Simak hero like Enoch Wallace of
_Way Station_" and his wife meet infinite tech and infinite choices.  The
response of the husband and wife to all the possibilities made me feel
proud to be human

>Yep.  Raymond Z. Gallun is gone... but he left us over a hundred novels
>and stories, and their quality helped raise that of the field by providing
>an example of what good SF could be, by giving other writers something to
>shoot for.
>
>He won't be forgotten.

A better memorial than most of us will have...  And If these two books and
the Best of Gallun are reprinted, he will continue to affect the species.

Spike R. MacPhee
spiker@gnu.ai.mit.edu
spiker@io.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 19:43:34 GMT
From: hohncho@uclink2.berkeley.edu (Dennis Hohn-Chong Cho)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gemmell Fans?

Michael Berriman <berriman@cs.curtin.edu.au> wrote:
>  Yes, my sincere recommendation to anyone to read these books.  There was
>some discussion a while ago about it, and someone said that they were only
>just being released in America.  I don't know what became of this, but
>definitely well worth a look.
>
>There is a lot more books than the ones above, and all are in the range of
>very good to excellent.  He has not written a single book I did not like
>yet.
>
>For the JORDAN fans - Gemmell is at least as good, probably better, and I
>have read both.

I agree whole-heartedly.  I'm a huge Gemmell fan, and a huge Jordan fan,
and I think that those who enjoy Jordan will enjoy Gemmell as well.  IMHO,
Jordan is better on characterization, but Gemmell is better on dialogue.
Some of the war-speeches and soliloquies by Gemmell really moved me.

"What is life but a betrayal?  We start out young, full of hope.  The sun
is good, the world awaits us.  But every passing year shows how small you
are, how insigninficant against the power of the seasons.  Then you age.
Your strength fails, and the world laughs at you through the jeers of
younger men.  And you die.  Alone.  Unfulfilled.  But sometimes...
sometimes there will come a man who is not insignificant.  He can change
the world, rob the seasons of their power.  He is the sun."
 - David Gemmell, The King Beyond the Gate

Hohn Cho

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 06:20:57 GMT
From: uh754@freenet.victoria.bc.ca (Michael van Abbema)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Other Robert Holdstock (was Re: Mythago Wood)

>What else has Robert Holdstock written?

'Where time Winds Blow' er.. I think. Bought and read it a few years ago.
Good stuff as I recall, but overall Holdstock lacks that hard edge I look
for in sf, i.e. PKD, Gibson, Laumer to some extent, etc..

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 19:08:16 GMT
From: mcharsley@cix.compulink.co.uk (Mark Charsley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robert Holdstock

For the Mythago Wood fan who wanted more Holdstock titles (and who's
message I've lost, sorry):

You might be interested to know there is a sequel: Lavondyss: Journey to an
Unknown Region. Also some of the stories in The Bone Forest serve as
'pendants' (Encyclopedia of SF's term, not mine) to the central novels.
Finally, The Fetch has a similar theme.

Incidentally, if anyone is enough of a computer game fan to remember Elite:
Robert Holdstock was responsible for penning The Dark Wheel, the novella
that came with it.

Mark

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 28 Apr 94 08:15:58 GMT
From: jonathan@comp.lancs.ac.uk (Mr J J Trevor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gemmell Fans?

alien@acheron.amigans.gen.nz (Ross Smith) writes:
>The correct order is _Waylander_, Waylander II_ , "Druss the Legend"
>(which sounds like it's your "First Chronicles..."), _Legend_, _The King
>Beyond the Gate_.  There's an omnibus edition, _Drenai Tales_, with all
>except W2 (I have an autographed copy :-) ).

Druss the Legend is a completely separate novel which contains part of the
Druss the Legend short story/novella in the Omnibus edition. If you have
the omnibus edition you should still get Druss the Legend.

Anyway, heres a quick run-down of his books, in no special order
(published order if any within a series)

Drenai Series (from above!)
Legend (first published as Against the Horde)
Waylander
King Beyond the Gate
Quest for Lost Heros
WaylanderII
Druss the Legend (includes short story in Omnibus edition of the Drenai
   Tales) 

S'Stones books - Arthurian (sort of)
Ghost King 
Last Sword of Power

John Shannow books (also stones books) - Post Apocalypse
Wolf in Shadow
Last Guardian

"Greek" books (with some S'stones connection!)
Lion of Macedon
Dark Prince (not as good as the first)

One-offs:
Knights of Dark Renown (superb!)
Morningstar (just as superb)

Anyway, almost all the books are either stand-alone or pairs. It probably
pays to read the Stones books in the order Ive put them down since, while
the two pairs are not directly connected, the conclusion of the Last Sword
of Power and some locations are relevant to the Shannow books. Also, it's
probably worth reading Druss the Legend (Gemmel's newest book) first,
before Legend (or Against the Horde as it was first published), otherwise a
lot of the suspense would be removed. (I.e. you know the result.)

All these books are brilliant. For people who may want to try one Id
recommend either of the one-offs or any of the early Drenai (Legend,
Waylander, King Beyond the Gate).

Jonathan
jonathan@comp.lancs.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 17:47:06 GMT
From: berriman@cs.curtin.edu.au (Michael Berriman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gemmell Fans?

jonathan@comp.lancs.ac.uk (Mr J J Trevor) writes:
>S'Stones books - Arthurian (sort of)
>Ghost King 
>Last Sword of Power

>John Shannow books (also stones books) - Post Apocalypse
>Wolf in Shadow
>Last Guardian

>One-offs:
>Knights of Dark Renown (superb!)
>Morningstar (just as superb)

Correct me if I am wrong, and I haven't read it in a long time, but isn't
Knights of Dark Renown a stones book as well?  I seem to recall the use of
S'Stones and bloodstones in this book as well.  True, it is a standalone,
but it also used the stones in my recollection.  It is also one of my least
favorite of all Gemmell's books.

Mike
Perth, Western Australia

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 13:48:21 GMT
From: MJA@vax3.ltec.com ("Mark J. Aylor")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Gemmell

Mark Charsley mcharsley@cix.compulin.co.uk writes:
>It's not just the STF scenario he repeats, entire charaters, phrases and
>scenes become familiar after a while. The basic plot of your average
>Gemmell novel is an Extremely Able Vigilante (EAV) wanders around killing
>bandits, 'cos his family got killed in a bandit raid years ago. The EAB
>comes into contact with a Follower of the Source (FOTS): a good priest,
>who tells him that civilisation is about to be destroyed by a Bad Army led
>by Servants of the Chaos Spirit (SOTCS): bad priests. The EAV (sometimes
>joined by the FOTS) then wanders around picking up followers, and ends up
>in a siege. The only way to defeat the siege is for the EAV to penetrates
>the enemy camp and kill the chief SOTCS. While he does this, one or two of
>the followers nobly sacrifice themselves saving women/children, one of
>them points out that the entire fight will be forgotten in a century or
>so, and in the meantime the mountains won't have changed (it makes more
>sense in the books). The EAV finally gets to the chief SOTCS, with the
>help of some 11th hour conversions of previous enemies, and kills him.
>Then the last page details the future accomplishments the followers
>achieve while the EAV rides off into the sunset alone.

***   WARNING! WARNING! SOME MINOR/MAJOR SPOILERS FOLLOW!   ***

I'm sorry, but I can not agree with this totally. In "Morningstar" it was
not a Follower of the Source, but a bard and the "hero" himself by his
choice to use the title that the bard made up. In "Knights of Dark Renown"
it was the armor and a few of the "heros" that decided to do the work. Both
books had no STF scenario at all. As for the Greek books, (it has been a
while since I read them) they have neither.

***   End of Spoilers   ***

The thing that makes Gemmel's books so enjoyable for me is that his heroes
are not the holier-than-thou, innocent-turns-god/expert, or
snivelling-I-don't-want-to-do-this heroes that everybody else seems to be
writing about. His heros are more real. Like the people who end up being
heroes in real life wars. Forced into the situation and just trying to save
their own neck at first, or doing one kind action, then ending up doing
more than they bargained for.

Mark J. Aylor
maylor@ltec.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 07:05:19 GMT
From: cryss@loose.apana.org.au (Cryss Powell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Battlefield Earth?

Has anybody out there read the novel by Mr. Scientology R.L. Hubbard
'Battlefield Earth'?

If so do they know if there is a movie of the same name or which has been
adapted from the novel?

Any details would be appreciated.

cryss@loose.apana.au

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 20:00:39 GMT
From: obrien@aero.org (Mike O'Brien)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Bridge of Birds_

   Those who love Barry Hughart's "China that never was" might well enjoy
an earlier "China that never was": that of Ernest Bramah's wandering
Chinese storyteller, Kai Lung.

   There are seven or eight books in the Kai Lung series, written by a
moderately successful but extremely reticent British author in the early
decades of this century.  Ernest Bramah may also be remembered by students
of the detective genre for his stories of Max Carrados, the blind
detective.

   The Kai Lung books are generally recognized as Bramah's most successful
work, however.  Bramah wrote at a time when "Chinoiserie" was high style in
decorating, and he did what most designers of the time did: he made things
up to suit himself.  His ideas of classical China have only a vague
resemblance to the reality of that land, and his idea of classical Chinese
literary style is regarded by many as completely impenetrable.

   I think Bramah knew more of China than most people are prepared to
admit, however.  And one thing is certain: his view of human foibles was
dead on, and the satire in these books is biting and unmistakable.

   These books come into and out of print regularly over the years.  Watch
for them.

Mike O'Brien

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 17:18:52 GMT
From: shsilver@indiana.edu (shsilver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review:  Kurtz's The Bastard Prince (possible spoilers)

In the most recent issue of DRIN, Ellen Kay Harris described The Bastard
Prince as the most grisly and gruesome of the Heirs of St. Camber Trilogy,
as well as being darker than the other two books.  Having recently finished
TBP, I would disagree.  I'll try to avoid spoilers, but I doubt I can do it
entirely, plus everybody's definition of a spoiler is different.

The Bastard Prince is set during the final year of the reign of Rhys
Michael and opens with a Torenthi attack on Gwynnedd's borders.  One of the
leaders of the attack is one of the Bastard Princes of the title, Marek,
son of Imre and his sister.

The plot deals with the regent's attempts to defeat the Torenthi army while
maintaining their hold on Rhys Michael.  Meanwhile, Rhys Michael has
changed in many ways in the six years or so since the murder of King Javan.
No longer besotted on wine and drugs, Rhys Michael has developed skill as a
monarch, a diplomat and a survivor.  He sees his campaign against Marek as
a chance to break free and become a king in fact as well as in title.  In
any event, Rhys Michael demonstrates the promise of becoming a king worthy
of his father, Brion or Kelson, except Kurtz's temporal placement lets the
reader know that he will either die before the book ends or shortly
thereafter.  Nevertheless, the reader is left with the feeling that Rhys
Michael of The Bastard Prince could have survived the events of King
Javan's Year if he had ruled then.

The role of the Camberian council is extremely minor as far as its members
appear on the scene, and much of their aid to Rhys Michael arrives too late
or is inconsequential, with two notable exceptions.

For me, the most interesting aspect of the book was the role played by the
former regents.  In this book, they have become more human, and although
none of them are lovable, we are allowed to see them from their own points
of view.  Most notable is Archbishop Hubert, who we see is honestly acting
in what he views as the best interest of the kingdom.  He believes Deryni
to be evil, and seems to wish that they could be saved, although he doesn't
believe such an action to be possible.  Similarly, other regents show
various amounts of compassion and even remorse for their actions with
relation to both Javan and Rhys Michael.  Although some tempering with
their feelings does occur, the reader is left with the strong feeling that
that tampering only furthered their pre-existing emotions.

In The Bastard Prince, Kurtz also reveals the truth about the regents' pet
Deryni, Vladimir.  An unknown to the Camberian Council in KJY, in TBP, they
discover who Vladimir is and what his mission is and make use of him.
Vladimir's eventual betrayal makes him an almost tragic figure.

Early I hinted that Marek is only one Bastard Prince to which the title
eludes.  The other is the four year old boy claimed by Rhys Michael as his
heir.  At the end of KJY, Rhys Michael pointed out that if he didn't have a
child soon, the regents would find someone willing to impregnate his wife.
In TBP, this possibility is raised once again, this time by a former regent
who claims to have performed that duty without the approval of the regency
council.

Whereas King Javan's Year left the reader depressed and a little disturbed
about the point of reading the book, The Bastard Prince gives the reader
hope for the future of Gwynnedd, although it raises the question of why it
took an additional two centuries before Morgan could begin operating as a
Deryni in the open.

Steven H Silver
Indiana University
Department of History
shsilver@iubacs.bitnet
shsilver@ucs.indiana.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 07:37:22 GMT
From: geyer@polyhymnia.iwr.uni-heidelberg.de (Helmut Geyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: Best series

Brian Gerstel (gerstel@underground.irhe.upenn.edu) wrote:
>Now, as much as I'm *dying* to finally get to the "end" of the Valdemar
>story, I sincerely hope she concentrates on the _Gryphon_ series and
>finishes it before starting the _Storms_ series.

No chance, as Storm Warning is scheduled for July 20th.

Helmut Geyer
Helmut.Geyer@iwr.uni-heidelberg.de

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 07:36:31 GMT
From: troy@i-link.com (Troy Gaul)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: Best series

gerstel@underground.irhe.upenn.edu (Brian Gerstel) wrote:
> I also agree that the _Arrow_ series is immature...but for a first work,
> not bad (this from someone who's read MZB's original _Sword of Aldones_
> *shudder*!).

I found it impossible to put down... found it soon after it was published,
and read it in one sitting, thoroughly entranced by the world and the
characters. Immature, but what characters!

> What got to me was the second book in the _Winds_ series...that one had
> some pretty bad style problems, and some that looked to be editing and
> proofreading problems as well.

I thought the third was worse for style problems... don't get me wrong,
she's one of my favorite writers (read that "unwilling to wait for the
paperback version, and will actually shell out the money for the hardcover
version"), but the third _Winds_ left me feeling like she was trying to
cram too much into one book... either of the story lines could have been
satisfactorily filled out int a book by itself. Or was I the only one who
felt a lack of detail here. There were so many things I wanted
explained...maybe in the _Storms_ series....

> Now, as much as I'm *dying* to finally get to the "end" of the Valdemar
> story, I sincerely hope she concentrates on the _Gryphon_ series and
> finishes it before starting the _Storms_ series.

Well, my favorite is _Vows and Honor_, and I like the way she ties them
together...I _like_ Kero... But this is closely followed by the_Last Herald
Mage_ set. I liked Vanyel's steady change through the series.

Melissa

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 13:27:58 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: Best series

jkarr@uvphys.phys.uvic.ca writes:
>I think the _Last Herald Mage_ is her best series, with Vows and Honour
>next, then Winds (The two I've read), and with the Heralds of Valdemar
>being a good first effort, and readable, if a bit amaturish.  I found

Hmm. I had one or two problems with the first Winds book..  mostly changes
in characterisation I found hard to believe.

*SPOILERS AHEAD*

For example, Elspeth, as a responsible herald and heir, and the only
available potential mage, ignores her duty to Valdemar, and wanders off at
random instead of going to an available tutor - thus putting the whole damn
kingdom at risk because she doesn't like being told what to do?  Given the
heralds duty fixation, and the constraints of royalty, it just doesn't seem
sensible.

Not to mention Skif..

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 20:08:33 GMT
From: gthistle@uclink.berkeley.edu (Sharon Kim Goetz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: In Search of Fans

VL Oliver <u3d06@cc.keele.ac.uk> wrote:
>I think the series with Eric the Bard, ect was something  Bard, 

The first Eric book was _Knight of Ghosts and Shadows_ - it's the only one
I read.  I enjoyed it, but not enough to find the next one, and I preferred
Emma Bull's treatment of that plot anyway (her _War for the Oaks_ is
remarkably similar, and I believe they came out at about the same time).

If anyone has musical notation for "Banish Misfortune," though, I'd be
grateful if you could drop me some email.  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 08:07:45 GMT
From: kruhle@netcom.com (Kristin Ruhle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: In Search of Fans

Kenneth Tan (kt@spsun5.UUCP) wrote:
>The Last Herald Mage was interesting because Vanyel was not your typical
>swashbucking hero so common in other fantasy books. For one, he was openly
>homosexual; a very rare treatment in any story book.

Sad to say there are still too may PRUDES out there. Homosexuality is still
a very taboo subject in literature. Some school libraries in the US have
actually pulled the LHM trilogy from their shelves (caving in to pressure
from parents groups/fundamentalist churches?) and made it available only on
request.

>There was another book about Tannim the mage, forget the title. Wish I
>could meet elves in real life :-)

The upcoming Tannim book is called _Chrome Circle_ and I think it's due
fairly soon in the US, at least it is no longer "vaporware" because I heard
Misty and Larry Dixon (her husband/collaborator/responsible for all the
"car" stuff in it because he is a race driving buff) do a reading together
of the first 2 chapters at a convention in Berkeley, CA a week ago.

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 15:14:28 GMT
From: mcl7821@ucs.usl.edu (Lanclos Martha C)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: In Search of Fans

I just read The Lark and the Wren, Bardic Voices.  Loved it.  Before now I
had only read her collaborations on brain ships, brain cities, etc..  Loved
this shift.

Martha

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 18:52:53 GMT
From: rcw2@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (RYAN C WALLACE)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dennis McKiernan Fans?

I like the time switching aspect of McKiernan's books.  It adds suspense,
for I find myself cursing at times and saying, "no, not now, aughhhh!!"  It
worked best in Dragondoom, as that book had me on the edge of my senses.  I
do hope he keeps it.

joeshaw@info1.cc.vt.edu (Joe Shaw) writes:
>Also, I want to see more of the Eskimo-type people (don't remember
>off-hand what he called them - Aluts?) in future books.

I think they were the Aleuts or some such thing.  Since my books
aren't here, I can't check.

Ryan C. Wallace
Lehigh University
Community Service Desk
110 Johnson Hall

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA18631; Wed, 4 May 94 10:03:25 EDT
Date: Wed, 4 May 94 10:03:25 EDT
Message-Id: <9405041403.AA18631@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #338
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Wed, 4 May 94 10:03:25 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #338
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Wednesday, 4 May 1994      Volume 19 : Issue 338

Today's Topics:

	       Books - Niven & Resnick & Simmons (2 msgs) &
                       Stewart (2 msgs) & Vance (4 msgs) &
                       Varley & Waters

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 14:24:46 GMT
From: jseaver@bigwpi.wpi.edu (Jason John Seaver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven's The Integral Trees

Peter Venetoklis <petev@gdstech.grumman.com> wrote:
>Just finished _The Integral Trees_.  Enjoyed it, but was not thrilled.
>Can anyone tell me how the sequel, _The Smoke ring_ compares?

   It's not as good.  The structure is different, of course (you can't do
two chases in a row), but it doesn't evoke nearly the same amount of
suspense; where The Integral Trees has stuck in my mind as a pretty good
chase thriller, The Smoke Ring didn't make as much of an impression.

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 2 May 1994 15:17:43 -0400
From: "Evelyn C Leeper" <ecl@mtgpfs1.mt.att.com>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: WILL THE LAST PERSON TO LEAVE THE PLANET PLEASE SHUT OFF THE SUN?

     WILL THE LAST PERSON TO LEAVE THE PLANET PLEASE SHUT OFF THE SUN?
			      by Mike Resnick
	      Tor, ISBN 0-312-85276-2, 1992, 353pp, US$19.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   This collection contains twenty-eight of Mike Resnick's short stories,
including several Hugo- and Nebula-award nominated (and winning) stories.
And it has all the pluses of many of Resnick's anthologies (for which I
might note he was just nominated for another Hugo, this time as Best Pro
Editor) and all the minuses.

   On the plus side there are some outstanding stories, including
"Kirinyaga" (winner of the Hugo for Best Short Story, and nominated for the
Nebula for Best Novelette - don't ask me to explain the rules!), "For I
Have Touched the Sky" (nominated for both the Nebula and the Hugo for Best
Novelette), "Winter Solstice," (nominated for the Hugo for Best Short
Story), and "The Light That Blinds, the Claws That Catch," and "Winter
Solstice."  The first two are stories in Resnick's "Kirinyaga" cycle and
one hopes the entire series will be collected in a single volume.  (The
latest, "A Little Knowledge," is in the April issue of ASIMOV'S SCIENCE
FICTION, and is already on my list of stories to nominate for the Hugo next
year.) "Winter Solstice" won the "Alexander" (the award of the Science
Fiction Club at AT&T, named for Alexander Graham Bell, of course).  "The
Light That Blinds, the Claws That Catch" is an alternate history of what
might have happened if Theodore Roosevelt's wife had not died in childbirth
in 1884.  Resnick has written several alternate Teddy Roosevelt stories,
but unlike his "Kirinyaga" stories, these are mutually exclusive rather
than connected.

   On the minus side is the sheer volume of stories, which means that it's
almost inevitable that some will be primarily filler material.  Whether
it's better to get more stories or a higher percentage of great stories is
a matter for debate, I suppose, but the lower quality of some of the pieces
tends to bring the overall rating of the collection down.  And Resnick's
introductions to the stories, while frequently enlightening, can also be
irritating.  No one can introduce twenty-eight of their own pieces in a row
without beginning to sound just a little self-aggrandizing, so I suppose
this may be inevitable.  On the other hand, reading this book a bit at a
time instead of straight through would probably solve this problem, and
Resnick doesn't give away any surprises in them (an occasional failing
elsewhere).  If nothing else, his introduction to "Kirinyaga" serves to
remind us that there's probably some *great* stuff buried in LAST DANGEROUS
VISIONS.

   On balance, I recommend this collection.  It *is* the definitive
collection of the short fiction of an author who has, in spite, of his own
intentions otherwise, found himself one of the leading short story writers
of the last decade, and provides a wide sample of his work.

   [Resnick has again been nominated for the Hugo for Best Short Story this
year for "Mwalimu in the Squared Circle" in addition to his nomination as
Best Pro Editor.  This makes eight Hugo nominations with two wins for his
writing, and six Nebula nominations, not counting this year's Nebula
nominations, which I don't seem to have anywhere.]

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com
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Date: 1 May 94 05:02:45 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Dan Simmons:The Children of The Night

Dan Simmons:The Children of The Night

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

This is my first Dan Simmons novel, but I've heard a lot of "hype" about
him up till now.  Well, this certainly wasn't disappointing.

Marketed as fiction, clearly marked as involving vampires, I'd call this a
clear case of SF.  Simmons came up with a perfectly plausible scientific
explanation of vampirism, which is that it's a combination of several
immune-system deficiencies with a retrovirus that can cannibalize others'
blood to build up the host's immune system.  Maybe a professional
immunologist could poke holes in his explanation, but it seems fine to me.
Simmons also conveys the atmosphere of post-Ceaucescu Romania(which is,
indeed, where vampires hang out, or at least congregate on special
occasions)quite well.

Vlad Dracula, the ancient patriarch, is dying.  As he dies, he periodically
relives memories of his past life(apparently painstaking researched to tell
the _real_ story)...meanwhile, a child is being prepared for the
Investiture, a ceremony which will pass on Dracula's heritage in some way
not specified in the book.

Then Kate Neuman, an immunologist working for the relief effort in Romania,
adopts the child Joshua and takes him home to the States, where she quickly
discovers that, normally sickly, he thrives on blood transfusions...she and
several other researchers quickly try to find out how he does it, isolating
the retrovirus with high hopes for an AIDS cure.

The vampires(or strigoi, as the Romanians call them)retrieve the child;
Kate pursues, aided by two men whose motives she doesn't fully know...and
the finale is truly spectacular, almost cinematic.  By turns harsh and
cruel, hopeful, and tense, this is a whirlwind of a book that you'll
probably like even if you're not a vampire book fiend.

Author:     Simmons, Dan
Title:      Children of The Night
Publisher:  Warner Books
City:       New York
Date:       Copyright 1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-446-36475-4
Pages:      451 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, US$5.99, Can$6.99
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Date: 1 May 94 08:27:05 GMT
From: ojvind@chagall.klab.caltech.edu (Ojvind Bernander)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Prograde Reviews--Dan Simmons:The Children of The Night

aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca writes:
>Dan Simmons:The Children of The Night
>
>This is my first Dan Simmons novel, but I've heard a lot of "hype" about
>him up till now.  Well, this certainly wasn't disappointing.

After reading the Hyperion duology (?), I was, to the contrary, quite
disappointed.  While Hyperion vibrated with creativity and had many unique
aspects, I found Children to be sadly formulaic.  Though Simmons scores
points for atmosphere and careful research (on Dracula, Romania, and
bio-tech), I think he outdid even Michener in giving us too much of it: the
endless details of immune system function and Romanian motorcycles got
tiring fast.  The novel seemed to be written with Hollywood in mind, with a
mandatory, but not very exciting, sex scene, car/bike/helicopter chases,
and a repetive cycle from the frying pan into the fire, back to the frying
pan again...  The characters are of movie-quality moral fiber and are
type-cast in a binary black and white.  There were also some questions left
unanswered, such as why the strigoi had superhuman powers (speed,
strength).

Ojvind Bernander

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 10:51:03 GMT
From: mic2jm@leeds.ac.uk (MACKENZIE J.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Earth Abides

I've just finished this classic from 1950 by George R. Stewart.  Anyone
else out there read it?  Can anyone else recommend "end of civilisation"
books?  One that springs to mind is "Flight Of The Phoenix" by Richard(?)
Saxon.  I remember this as being quite good but then I was young at the
time.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 19:54:25 GMT
From: John@jhall.demon.co.uk (John Hall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Earth Abides

I read "Earth Abides" many years ago and remember it as being excellent.
Stewart also wrote a novel called "Storm" which traces the progress of a
violent storm coming into California from the Pacific and its effect on
some people's lives.

As for "end of civilisation" books, how about 3 by John Wyndham:
"Day of the Triffids"
"The Kraken Wakes",
"The Chrysalids" (the best of the 3 and in my all-time top 10).

"End of civilisation" has been a very popular topic for SF writers.  I dare
say if I put my mind to it I could come up with 20 or more titles.

John Hall
Cranleigh, Surrey, England
John@jhall.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 20:11:32 GMT
From: bill@moonmoth.demon.co.uk (Bill Welch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance

> It sticks in my mind as something where, for once, Vance hasn't got a
> good name for something. "Bungle Boys" sounds rather pedestrian.

That's interesting, because I recall thinking how well Vance had named
things in that book.  The names seemed to hang together as though they did
come all from the same culture.  "Whippety" Ned Ticket and his Bungle Boys
...  Tintle's Shade ...  and so on.

Bill

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 13:02:31 GMT
From: kvyverma@vnet3.vub.ac.be
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Jack Vance's Throy

dasher@netcom.com (Anton Sherwood) wrote:
>I was surprised to see a third Cadwal book from Jack Vance.  That is, I
>assume it's a Cadwal book - the title, THROY, is the name of one of
>Cadwal's continents (the others are Deukas and Ecce).  The story of
>ARAMINTA STATION seemed pretty well wrapped up by ECCE AND OLD EARTH.  Is
>THROY the further adventures of Glawen Clattuc, IPCC, or an unrelated
>story?

Strange that you can think the story being wrapped up after ECCE AND OLD
EARTH... As I remember it, there's still a lot of uncertainty about the
future of the planet, involving the 'yips'. These things are all nicely
tied up in THROY, which I consider the end of a trilogy.

>Has Vance ever used one setting for unconnected stories?  The nearest I
>can think of is the three books set in the Alastor Cluster.

There are of course a lot of short stories about the exploits of Magnus
Ridolph (galactic detective or something...). These are well worth reading
IMO. I also seem to remember that some of Vance's earlier (independent)
novels had the same main character, and were set in the same 'universe'.
Can't remember any titles however...

Koen Vyverman
Astrophysical Institute
Brussels Free University

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 17:07:00 GMT
From: unix1!sullivan@uunet.uu.net (Steven Sullivan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance

Doug Palmer (dfp@cs.mu.OZ.AU) wrote:
>A side note on nuncupatory (from a previous thread). Since this means
>"oral with respect to a will," according to the OED, saying that a
>question is nuncupatory is rather meaningless. However, hovering nearby in
>the dictionary is nugatory, meaning "worthless." Gasp! An error, perhaps?

If you haven't bought it already, you might be interested in a "dictionary"
of Vance-isms published a year or two back by Underwood.

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 17:11:24 GMT
From: unix1!sullivan@uunet.uu.net (Steven Sullivan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance's Throy

kvyverma@VNET3.VUB.AC.BE wrote:
>dasher@netcom.com (Anton Sherwood) wrote:
>>Has Vance ever used one setting for unconnected stories?  The nearest I
>>can think of is the three books set in the Alastor Cluster.
>
>There are of course a lot of short stories about the exploits of Magnus
>Ridolph (galactic detective or something...). These are well worth reading
>IMO. I also seem to remember that some of Vance's earlier (independent)
>novels had the same main character, and were set in the same 'universe'.
>Can't remember any titles however...

There are, of course, the Dying Earth books (Dying Earth, Eyes of the
Overworld, Cugel's Saga, Rhialto the Marvellous) And the Alastor books take
place in the Gaeaan reach mentioned in the Demon Princes novels as well.  I
think (not sure though) that there are two Jean Parlier stories - one is
"Abercrombie Station" and the other escapes my memory.  

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 15:38:17 GMT
From: charless@sco.com (charless)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Varley -- Steel Beach

chc@uwoadmin.uwo.ca (Chris Campbell) writes:
>If this is his best, than I guess I shouldn't bother with some of his
>earlier works that have been recommended to me.  I didn't find the sexual
>situations or discussions all that blatant or quease inducing.  Stranger
>In A Strange Land was just as sexually pioneering and much more enjoyable
>a read.  I think the difference being, that I cared about the characters
>in SiaSL.  I believe, that the only characters I felt anything for in
>Steel Beach, were Hildy's baby and the dog.  And, they never showed up
>until the last 50 pages.  I did have a hard time with the Hildy character
>after the sex change.  I found that I was constantly reminding myself that
>this was now a woman talking, and not a man.

All of which just goes to show that you missed the point ... by not one,
not two, but fifty miles.

Clue: the cult of Heinleinists. Yeah, the whole _book_ is an arcane comment
on the cult of Heinleinism in SF. (I'm only surprised that CC didn't call
itself "Mike" at least once.)

Clue the second: Hildy's sex change. ("The Front Page", a certain film
about journalists, features a reporter called Hildy. Indeed, it's alluded
to in Steel Beach. What's not alluded to is the fact that there was a
remake in which Hildy's sex was changed. Get it?)

Clue the third: the fact that the novel was a deliberate bastardization of
a tie-up wrapping up _other_ books in a future history. Think recursive,
think structural, try to understand WHY Varley wrote it, not what colour
his heroine's nail-polish was!

Oh sod it, I can't be bothered writing this. Go see my review in Foundation
if you want the whole grisly story.

Suffice to say: the humour in Steel Beach consists of a _very_ sharp line
in bitter irony that goes right over many readers' heads. It is not
straightforward and not overt and you need to work to figure out what it's
about; despite the space-adventure-romp-with-added-sex trappings, this is
actually a very complex novel that bears re-reading.

>As far as humor goes, this guy ain't funny (at least not to me).  I think
>I laughed once while reading SB.  And that was on page 10.  You want
>funny?  Try Douglas Adams.  This guy is funny.  I nearly pissed myself a
>number of times reading the Hitchiker series.

The Hitchhiker series is "funny".

Steel Beach is thoughtful, bitter, twisted, ironic, and occasionally
hilarious in a very bleak way. Sadly, most readers seem to approach it as a
lightweight adventure yarn. It's not. It reads like the writers motive for
not blowing his brains out each morning.

Charlie
charlie@antipope.demon.co.uk
charless@sco.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 21:31:04 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Waters: Changing Fate

Elizabeth Waters's "Changing Fate" is enjoyable fluff.  Lady Acila is the
wish-fulfillment protagonist - bright, capable, a priestess of an
undemanding religion, an occasional spellcaster, and a shapechanger.  (Pay
no attention to the cover blurb about shapechangers being feared and
despised.  It's by turns untrue and irrelevant.)

Acila is quite content running the keep while her father is off conquering
more land and her twin brother, Briam, tries to keep his lute in tune.
Then, one day, someone shows up with an army and her father's body, meaning
to conquer the keep and marry her.  Except that the conqueror in question,
Lord Ranulf, had nothing to do with her father's death, is exquisitely
courteous, only asks politely, and turns out to also be a shapechanger. If
you think you see where this is headed, you're quite right.

Acila and Briam flee for their lives (a process made more complicated by
poor planning and less complicated by the fact that Lord Ranulf makes no
attempt to stop them), and after a period of rough living, find themselves
in a neighboring kingdom which is ruled by a queen and her Year-King.  As
the name implies, Year-King is a position with wonderful perquisites but
not much of a future.  Naturally Briam gets the job, leaving Acila to
figure out how to keep his year from ending on a sour note.

I'm not really sure why the book is titled "Changing Fate": Briam and Acila
go where they seem to have been headed from the first chapter, conveniently
meet all the right people at the right times, and wind up with the fates
foreshadowed for them.  But it's an enjoyable light read, and the
characters are engaging.  Waters makes interesting use of Acila's
shapechanging abilities (though I think she underestimates both the wing-
span required by an hundred-pound eagle and the conspicuousness of a
hundred-pound pussy cat jumping on one's bed).  Good, simple-minded fun for
$4.99.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
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Date: 19 Apr 94 10:28:01 GMT
From: iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Ian Borchardt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics

KAMCISAA@ELECTRICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Kenneth A McIsaac) writes:
>Iorich
>Hmmm, "Quiet Iorich won't forget".  Maybe they're elephants?

They are definitely not elephants.  In _Phoenix_, while Vlad is "visiting"
The Demon Goddess for the second time he takes the time to look at the
carvings on the doors of the corridor.

One of them he describes a mythical four legged animal with a tentacle
growing out of its nose and horns growing out of its mouth.  Sounds kind of
like an elephant to me, which indicates that they don't exist in Vlad's
world.

Ian Borchardt
Medical Physicist               
Adelaide Radiotherapy Centre            
iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 22 Apr 94 11:08:00 GMT
From: Andrew_Woodard@horacemann.pvt.k12.ny.us (Andrew Woodard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re(2): Brust: Orca

Is Orca another third person book? That change by itself made Athyra less
enjoyable for me than the other books, regardless of content.

Andrew D. Woodard

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 02:47:55 GMT
From: stevegr@sugar.neosoft.com (Steven Greenland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Devera's father

Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley <rcrowley@zso.dec.com> wrote:
[in re Cowboy Feng's Space Bar and Grill]
>
>That would be the one where the bar makes a time hop every time it gets
>nuked.  Unhappy romance.  Weird political underpinnings of plot Revealed
>At The End.
>
>I liked it, but a lot of other people seemed not to have.

I think CFSBG was the only Brust I have been disappointed by (which is an
incredibly good record, btw). My main problem is that the book is a
_cheat_: the author kept vital information from the reader instead of
making the effort of creating a valid puzzle.

Also, the rather obvious HAGS/AIDS parallel was just a little too
simplistic.

I suspect Brust wanted to make some (valid) points about AIDS and peoples'
fear of disease and Cowboy Feng was the result.

Steve Greenland
stevegr@neosoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 17:23:18 GMT
From: rvf@netcom.com (Richard Frueh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Various Topics (Animals)

In _Dzurlord_, the Crossroads adventure book, Brust has an introduction, in
which he describes all of the animals:

Dragon: Large reptile which does not breathe fire. Distinguished by
tentacles with which it picks up psychic impressions. House of Dragon
represents war.

Lyorn: looks like a medium-size golden-haired dog, except for horn in the
middle of its head. Represents tradition.

Tiassa: large panther with batlike wings - represents catalyst and
inspiration.

Hawk - to a dragaeran this is anything from a goshawk to an eagle -
represents curiosity.

Dzur - large black tiger - represents heroism.

Issola: vaguely storklike, with sharper beak and darker colors - represents
courtliness and surprise.

Tsalmoth: somewhat bearlike (of course, I find it hard to relate this to
tree-dwelling turtles) - is known for unpredictability and tenacity.

Vallista - amphibious creature living around streams and ponds - represents
construction and tearing down.

Jhereg - small flying poisonous reptile that lives on carrion. Represents
corruption.

Iorich - large, slow-moving river-dwlling reptile. Herbivore, but known to
follow (sometimes for weeks), track down, and kill anything which attacks
them. Represents justice and retribution.

Chreotha - large foxlike creature which uses its saliva to build a web
strong enough to ensnare a Dzure, and sometimes a dragon - represents the
trap.

Yendi - desert dwelling sand-snake. Its bite is so subtle that few animals
(or people) will realize they've been bitten until, a few minutes to an
hour later, the victim collapses - represents subtlety and misdirection.

Orca - mercantilism and the vicious side of business - no animal
description.

Teckla - small salt marsh harvest mouse - represents cowardice and
fertility.

Jhegaala - lives in swamps - starts as an egg, goes to moth, then large
toad - passes through a few other stages in between - represents
metamorphosis.

Athyra - owllike bird. Emits psychic signals which draw its prey to it, or
cause fear in enemies - it is the house of magic.

Phoenix - represents decadence and rebirth - no animal description.

All houses are noble except the teckla.

Richard Frueh
rvf@netcom.COM

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 04:26:34 GMT
From: rsm58307@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Ron)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After

I reread JHEREG, and it seems quite clear that Mellar is the grandson
of Greycat, and son of Grita. who was his father? Clearly a jhereg...

Ron
rm9410@meibm10.cen.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 06:16:17 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: 500 Years After

rsm58307@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Ron) writes:
>I reread JHEREG, and it seems quite clear that Mellar is the grandson of
>Greycat, and son of Grita. who was his father? Clearly a jhereg...
 
Can't be; Greycat/Garland is a Tsalmoth, Mellar is a Dragon/Dzur/Jhereg
tri-hybrid.  His father is indeed a Jhereg - he's the son of whicherver
assassin who was helping Adron and whose death set off the Second
Dragon-Jhereg War.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 11:21:51 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Re(2): Brust: Orca

Andrew_Woodard@horacemann.pvt.k12.ny.us (Andrew Woodard) writes:
>Is Orca another third person book? That change by itself made Athyra less
>enjoyable for me than the other books, regardless of content.

ORCA is told in nested first-person narratives, with Vlad's POV
predominant.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 14:09:49 GMT
From: dash@sulu.orl.mmc.com (Dash Wendrzyk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: Devera's father

polowin@chem.queensu.ca (Joel Polowin) writes:
>sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>>Up until _Five Hundred Years After_ (and maybe _Agyar_), Devera was in
>>every Brust book.  He even makes a comment about it in _The Sun, the
>>Moon, and the Stars_ (the guy painting brushes in a little girl who he
>>says somehow works her way into all of his paintings).
>
> I couldn't spot her in _Athyra_, and that irritated me because there
> really aren't that many places where she could have popped in without
> being noticed.  Can someone clue me in, please?

[spoilers for _Agyar_ and _Athyra_ follow]
[and maybe some for _Cowboy Feng's_ too]

In _Athyra_ :

The 3rd time that Svan (I think that's his name) goes into trance (or maybe
the 2nd depending on the validility of the first time), Svan talk to
somebody who giggles like his sister.

In _Agyar_ :

Maybe she's disguised.  At the beginning of Chapter 10, Agyar and Jim are
discussing Jim's family and there was something strange about the little
girl. The conversation goes something like:

   "She was...different." <Jim>
   "Was she retarded?" <Agyar>
   "No." <Jim>
   "Was she crippled?" <Agyar>
   "It doesn't matter...she was a good little girl all her life."

Then again, maybe not.  When I get _Agyar_ back I'll give it a thorough
going over.  Like I just did with _Cowboy Feng's_, which actually took me 1
and 1/4 times before I found the reference.

I must admit, though, while I really didn't enjoy _Feng_ the first time
that I ever read it, I found that I really enjoyed it the second time.

Speaking of _Feng's_ though, I noticed that on the final page where the
credits for the songs are given, Brust has two songs credited to him.  The
first spells his name Steven Brust, the second Stephen Brust.  Of course,
the books <all> have Steven on the title page.  I was just curious whether
it was deliberate or a typo, since both quotes in the chapter headings are
attributed to the main character.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 18:12:27 GMT
From: schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Re(2): Brust: Orca

Andrew_Woodard@horacemann.pvt.k12.ny.us (Andrew Woodard) writes:
>Is Orca another third person book? That change by itself made Athyra less
>enjoyable for me than the other books, regardless of content.

I disagree.  I think it added a lot of depth to the narrative.  Even
ignoring personal preferences, I like to see authors do something different
once in a while.  The alternative is, well, Xanth.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 06:22:44 GMT
From: mcdaniel@convex.com (Tim McDaniel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: the Necromancer

Sparked by the discussion, I've been rereading the Dragaeran books and
found an interesting factoid.  I don't recall anyone mentioning it; please
excuse me if this was well-known and I missed it.

In _Jhereg_, chapter 11 (p. 133 in the first edition), Vlad describes
entering Morrolan's Castle Black.  I note, in passing, his comparison

   Lady Teldra is framed [in a hallway], like the Guardian, that
   figure that stands motionless atop Deathgate Falls,
   overlooking the Paths of the Dead, ...

I didn't see any mention of that in "Taltos".  Anyway, when you are
escorted up to the entrance hall,

   ... There are lamps that highlight paintings from the long,
   violent, sometimes strangely moving history of the Dragaeran
   Empire.

   Here is one done by the Necromancer (you didn't know she was
   an artist, did you?), which shows a wounded dragon, reptilian
   head and neck curved around its young, as its eyes stare
   through you and pierce your soul. ...

When I reread that, I went "glkkk".  I think the Necromancer in the Vlad
books is Kathana e'Marish'Chala, Baroness of Kaluma in the Khaavren books.

I had never paid any attention to the Necromancer.  She shows up, but she
doesn't do anything, and I had even forgotten her existence.  These are the
bits I found about her in the Vlad books:

   _Jhereg_, p. 154: Besides himself [Morrolan], very few people
   are allowed up there [in his tower of sorcery].  I'm one,
   Aliera is another.  Still another is the Necromancer. ... The
   Necromancer aided Aliera, who revivified the sorceress [who
   helped shine Morrolan].  It could, conceivably, have been the
   other way around, too.  There are few who know more about the
   transfer of souls, and the mysteries of death, than the
   Necromancer.  But it was Aliera's Great Weapon, so she did the
   necessary spells.

   ibid, p. 164: [The Necromancer listens to the conversation
   between Vlad, Morrolan, and Aliera about the shining, and Vlad
   takes off to stop Mellar's assassination] The Necromancer, who
   hadn't said a word the entire time, remained behind.  After
   all, what was another death, more or less, to her?

   _Yendi_, p. 137: [in Morrolan's banquet hall; Vlad is
   escorting Cawti, who he has recent met, around] After a while,
   I introduced her to the Necromancer.  // Cawti bowed from the
   neck, which is subtly different than bowing the head.  The
   Necromancer seemed uninterested, but returned the bow.  The
   Necromancer didn't care whether you were a Dragaeran or an
   Easterner, a Jhereg or a Dragon.  To her, you were either
   living or dead, and she got along better with you if you were
   dead.  // I asked her, "Did you know Baritt?"  // She nodded
   absently.  // "Do you know if he was working with anyone
   shortly before his death?"  // She shook her head, just as
   absently.  // "Well, uh, thanks," I said, and moved on.

I don't think the Necromancer says anything in these books.

I also note, in _The Phoenix Guard_, p. 202 (near the start of Chapter the
Twenty-fifth),

   It is known that, like the subject of her famous painting,
   _The Dzurlord Before the Charge of Knowngate_, life was so
   precious to her, and, consequently, her fear of death was so
   great, that she drover herself to acts of personal bravery
   that would have made her the pride of her House even if she
   had never touched a brush in her life.

Page 231 is where she describes her dragon painting: "And for fifteen years
I sketched dragons, until I could read the expression on a dragon's face,
and, moreover, show it to one who didn't know dragons had such
expressions."  Page 77 describes her presentation of it to Lord Rollondar
e'Drien (Morrolan's father?), the Warlord in _Five Hundred Years After_,
and noted that "The oil depicted, as I recall, a wounded dragon" [Pel].
BTW, page 78 notes that an e'Lanya was the Dragon Heir at the time - odd.

I suppose the destruction of most of the Empire and the Dragaerans was
rough on her.

Tim McDaniel
Convex Computer Corporation
Richardson, TX
mcdaniel@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 00:03:22 GMT
From: ibic@sunsite.unc.edu (Internet Book Information Center)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: IBIC REVIEW #9--Steven Brust, FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER

Author:     Brust, Steven
Title:      Five Hundred Years After
Publisher:  Tor
City:       New York
Date:       April 1994
Order Info: ISBN 0-312-81579-0
Pages:      444 pp.
Comments:   hardcover, U.S. $23.95

Steven Brust appears to have positioned himself quite deliberately in the
great lineage of swordplay novels that begins with Alexandre Dumas and has
descended to the modern day through the Baroness Orczy, Rafael Sabatini,
and (with a twist) William Goldman.  Brust borrows candidly from his
romantic role models, but for several reasons his books have a unique and
palatable flavor of their own:

% He is a good stylist, as is evidenced by the fact that the words that
come to mind to describe his work - "stately", "sardonic", "mannered",
adventurous", "panoramic," and "humane", are not often found together,
especially in this connection.

% The setting is interesting, from the awesome powers of the Imperial Orb
to the strange, long lives of his protagonists.  I'd characterize the
setting as "always interesting enough" - different enough from our world to
be stimulating, but similar enough that the behavior and attitudes of the
characters has a distinctly contemporary flavor to it.

% He has a great sense of humor and his characterization, although
sometimes oblique, is eventually very effective.  Brust takes longer to
establish character than some authors.  But he keeps plugging away at his
faux verisimilitude, and over time I began to bond to his characters.  He's
particularly adept in the way he shows his characters repeating their pet
foibles (the dialogues with Tazendra and Pel in this novel are some of the
funniest stuff I've ever read in the fantasy genre).  It reminds me of the
comment that after a certain point in our lives we simply become more and
more ourselves.  Brust's characters have hundreds of years to become
themselves, and they are indeed proportionately stubborn and idiosyncratic,
just as we would be.  (Some of us manage to get pretty darned stubborn in
just a mere handful of decades...)

I was skeptical about this book at first, and found the first several
chapters slow going.  But my patience was rewarded.  There was a specific
moment in reading this book - page 219, when Brust sold me and I became
convinced that whatever he was trying to do, it would be good.  The book
transformed in my hands from a long, slowly ticking fuse to a long,
satisfying detonation.  And from that point on, the book just got better
and better, until it reached its magnificent and horrible conclusion.

FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER is must reading for Brust fans - it's a pivotal
book in his metaseries.  For those readers who are not familiar with Brust,
it is a good introduction to his versatile and offbeat work.

Frederick Zimmerman
ibic@sunsite.unc.edu.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 18:22:41 GMT
From: dmm0t@rincewind.mech.virginia.edu (David Meyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A question about Brust's Dragaeran empire

I was just re-reading _Jhereg_, and wondered: what happens when the Jhereg
take over the Empire?  I mean, how do they choose an emperor - I don't
remember any mention of a Jhereg heir anywhere.  I assume there would be a
free-for-all among the Council members, leaving 1 emperor and 4 corpses
(actually, 1 emperor and a WHOLE LOT of corpses).

The problem with that is that a civil war within the Jhereg would hardly
leave them in any kind of shape to take over the empire, would it?  So how
would it work?

David M. Meyer
Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering
University of Virginia
dmm0t@rincewind.mech.virginia.edu
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Date: 28 Apr 94 00:08:16 GMT
From: Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: AGYAR by Steven Brust

			   AGYAR by Steven Brust
	      Tor, ISBN 0-812-51521-8, 1994, 254pp, US$4.99.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   I greatly enjoyed Steven Brust's TO REIGN IN HELL, and have heard good
things about his other books.  But I have been unwilling to jump into the
middle of the Vlad Taltos novels or other associated books, and COWBOY
FENG'S SPACE BAR AND GRILLE seemed probably atypical of his writing style.
(Of course, that might also have been true of TO REIGN IN HELL.)  So I was
pleased to see that at least there was a non-Taltos Brust book available.

   John Agyar is new in town, and leading a somewhat peculiar life. He
lives in a haunted mansion, where he converses in a quite normal fashion
with the ghost of the ex-slave Jim.  (This isn't Hannibal, Missouri; I
doubt there is an intentional reference here.)  He is seeing two women,
Jill Quarrier and her roommate Susan Pfahl.  And he's being pursued by a
third woman, Laura Kellen whose intentions are not exactly friendly.

   Brust manages a style that is modern enough for the setting, yet poetic
enough for the feelings and the mystery and the strangeness of what is
happening.  He keeps the reader just slightly off-balance, delivering a
surprise here, a twist there, but never enough to overthrow what has come
before.  This is a book that slowly unfolds and opens itself, like the
roses on the cover.  (And by the way, the cover by Jim Burns is an
excellent rendering of a painting described in the book itself (pages 219
to 220), and no fair skipping ahead to it!).  Agyar, and the town of
Lakota, and what happens there all form something you won't soon forget.  I
recommend AGYAR and I may even brave the Dragaeran series if this is
indicative of Brust's writing.

Title:      Agyar
Author:     Steven Brust
City:       New York
Date:       March 1994
Publisher:  Tor
Comments:   paperback, US$4.99 [1993]
Order Info: ISBN 0-812-51521-8
Pages:      254pp

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com
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Date: 28 Apr 94 00:10:52 GMT
From: throopw%sheol@concert.net (Wayne Throop)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: AGYAR by Steven Brust

Evelyn.Chimelis.Leeper@att.com writes:
>I recommend AGYAR and I may even brave the Dragaeran series if this is
>indicative of Brust's writing.

I second the recommendation, and I'd say that it is indeed indicative of
Brust's writing.  But, as with most such complex things, it isn't clear
whether somebody liking Agyar will like the Taltos tales, or Brokedown
Palace, or The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars, or whatnot.  On the whole,
sort of, I'd say that tStMatS is the most similar in feel and/or texture to
Agyar, with the Taltos stuff next most similar.

But YMMV.  In fact, I suppose that's the main point I wanted to relay...
well, that and lending encouragement to diving into the Taltos books.

Wayne Throop
throopw%sheol@concert.net
throop@aur.alcatel.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 05:55:18 GMT
From: robertaw@halcyon.com (Robert A. Woodward)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: the Necromancer

mcdaniel@convex.com (Tim McDaniel) wrote:
> Sparked by the discussion, I've been rereading the Dragaeran books and
> .... <snip> Anyway, when you are escorted up to the entrance hall,
> 
>    ... There are lamps that highlight paintings from the long,
>    violent, sometimes strangely moving history of the Dragaeran
>    Empire.
>
>    Here is one done by the Necromancer (you didn't know she was
>    an artist, did you?), which shows a wounded dragon,
>    reptilian head and neck curved around its young, as its eyes
>    stare through you and pierce your soul. ...
> 
> When I reread that, I went "glkkk".  I think the Necromancer in the Vlad
> books is Kathana e'Marish'Chala, Baroness of Kaluma in the Khaavren
> books.

I don't believe that this is correct, because on page 134 of Jehreg, there
is
    
   First, you notice the picture that fills the entire ceiling, ... done
by none other than Katana e'M'archala ...

While not the exactly same name, it is close. Also the Kathana in Phoenix
Guards is famous as an artist. For her to be the Necromancer, no one must
know that the Necromancer is Kathana.

rawoodward@aol.com
robertaw@halycon.com
cjpw69a@prodigy.com
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Date: 28 Apr 94 23:24:09 GMT
From: mcdaniel@convex.com (Tim McDaniel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: the Necromancer

Robert A. Woodward <robertaw@halcyon.com> wrote:
>First, you notice the picture that fills the entire ceiling, ...  done by
>none other than Katana e'M'archala ...

Um.  Yeah.  Sorry about that.  I guess Katana != Necromancer after all.

a) I didn't remember her name, so I didn't see the ref.
b) I wasn't rereading _Jhereg_ that closely.

(In re this great dragon picture, I think Brust *did*, metaphorically,
bring a flashstone on stage without discharging it.)

Tim McDaniel
Convex Computer Corporation
Richardson, TX
mcdaniel@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 13:24:02 GMT
From: kelman@ncifcrf.gov (David Kelman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust:  PG/500 YA

After reading 500 Years After, like many, I've been rereading the Taltos
series, and having finished that, started on Phoenix Guards again.  In the
Preface it is mentioned that along with the Tiassa who is the focus of the
story, there is '... a Dzurlord who, some time later, became a Lavode...'.
This is a reference to Tazendra, which leads one to conclude that 1) One
does not need to be born into the Lavodes, if indeed one _can_ be born into
that group (with the exception of Sethra, of course) and that 2) While
Sethra was the only Lavode left after Adron's Disaster, she did not remain
so.  The question becomes when did Tazendra become a Lavode?  Will we see
this in the final book of the trilogy?  It appears, from comments that
Sethra makes in Vlad's time and from Paresh that Tazendra is dead by the
time Teckla occurs, leaving Sethra to be the lone Lavode yet again.

David Kelman
kelman@fconvx.ncifcrf.gov

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 14:55:15 GMT
From: polowin@chem.queensu.ca (Joel Polowin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A question about Brust's Dragaeran empire

dmm0t@rincewind.mech.virginia.edu (David Meyer) writes:
>I was just re-reading _Jhereg_, and wondered: what happens when the Jhereg
>take over the Empire?  I mean, how do they choose an emperor - I don't
>remember any mention of a Jhereg heir anywhere.  I assume there would be a
>free-for-all among the Council members, leaving 1 emperor and 4 corpses
>(actually, 1 emperor and a WHOLE LOT of corpses).

Well, it appears from _500 Years After_ that the Orb itself plays a role in
determining who the next Emperor will be.

Joel
polowin@silicon.chem.queensu.ca
polowin@chem.queensu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 02:42:09 GMT
From: dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: the Necromancer

<SAUNDRSG@QUCDN.QueensU.CA> wrote:
>Besides, the Necromancer has been seen chatting quietly with someone who
>had been an enemy of hers through six incarnations at Castle Black - I
>took that as being six incarnations of the enemy's, which means the
>Necromancer is _old_.

Interesting, I took that as six incarnations of both of them - i.e.
Necromancer and enemy form relationship a long time ago, both die
eventually and are reincarnated, and maintain the state of being enemies,
and this has gone on through six incarnations.

David Gibbs
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Apr 94 20:21:01 GMT
From: k93cn01@hobbes.kzoo.edu (Cassie Noble)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Doctor Who

   I have read all the New Adventures up to "Shadowmind", plus "The
Dimension Riders" and "The Left-handed Hummingbird."  I personally found
some of them fairly good.  The first four, lumped under the title
"Timewyrm" were very good, or maybe they were just different.  I know my
biggest complaint with the last several is that there is no variation.
It's the same story over and over really.
   And some, such as the "Cat's Cradle" series, just sucked.  The Doctor
got almost evil.  He was using people.  And he knew what was going on, just
not telling anyone.  There was no mystery, at least not to him.  Ace became
this commando, an image she has never completely dropped.  In the later
books she is always carrying a gun, and usually dresses in a combat suit.
That's not the Ace we knew!  Ace really only liked her nitro-9 because it
was fun, but because of any offensive capabilities of the stuff.  (Although
that was a handy use, she found.)  And they've got this new companion,
Benny, who's got brains like the Doctor and is sort of combative like Ace.
In short, she's pointless.
   The books have lost a lot of the air of the show.  I think Timewyrm kept
with the show fairly well, but after they started screwing around with the
characters the books lost the charm of the show.  And things are no longer
mysterious or bizarre.  The Doctor usually knows what is going on and is
just trying to stop it, and the greast menace to the universe is almost
always just some straight out attempt of invasion by some particular
baddie.
   In my experience, the 7th doctor was one of the most popular, not least
popular!  I personally dislike him incredibly, but most of my friends loved
him and Ace.  Anyway, they were the last characters of the show, and it is
easier to pick up where the show left off as opposed to jumping forward and
creating a new doc and companion and building up a history for them, or
jumping back and squeezing in between episodes.  (Although I'm glad they
are going to try that.  I'm really getting tired of McCoy!)
   The books don't rely on knowledge of the show, usually.  There are
references, especially to former companions, and I suppose it could be a
little frustrating if the reader didn't know who Brigadier
Lethbridge-Stewart was, but he or she could still understand the story just
fine.  The cameo mentions are fun little things, sort of a memory game.  I
like them, even if I occasionally have no idea what they refer to.
   My recommendation would be to read Timewyrm.  The third book in the
series isn't as good, you could almost skip that, but the fourth is great.
Skip Cats Cradle.  Perhaps if you have no knowledge of the dr who universe
it would be ok, but anyone who knows about the show will be driven crazy by
its complete contradictions to the show and the spirit of the show.  The
single book "Lucifer Rising" was very, very good, but you might need to
read the couple books before it to understand everything that's going on.
(Like the reason why Ace is so pissed at the Doctor.  They kind of mention
it in the book, but they assume the reader has read someof the previous
books.)  Skip "Transit."  Those are the books that really stand out in my
mind as good or bad, as I'm looking at a list of the titles as I type this.
	
Cassie Noble
k93cn01@hobbes.kzoo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 22:06:47 GMT
From: jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com (Joel Finkle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Children's SF&F: My Father's Dragon

Children's Science Fiction & Fantasy - The first in an occasional series
of reviews

   My love of genre fiction first developed as a fifth grader as I stumbled
over books, such as the Chronicles of Narnia, as I wandered around the
library. Once I realized the wonderful possibilities of this kind of book,
my interest in Nancy Drew disappeared forever as I systematically devoured
the children's section of the local library. I also began what has become
an extensive collection of children's books of my own.
   From the time my first son was born, I have been excited about passing
on the marvels I have found in books. However, I have often been unsure of
where to start, what is new and/or currently available, and how young is it
possible to start with novels.
   I now have two sons, ages six and three, and feel that I am in a better
position to answer these questions. If you are interested in reading novels
to your children or just feel you may have missed something interesting as
a kid, please read these brief reviews of books old and new and then find
the books and start reading.
   A good introduction to a book with chapters and limited pictures is the
three-book series by Ruth Stiles Gannett.  These books run under 90 pages
each and have illustrations on almost every pair of pages. These books are
suitable to reading to a child around the age of 4, although older children
are also likely to enjoy the stories. They are also easy enough for a
fairly beginner reader who is ready to tackle a novel on their own. These
books were originally published in the late 1940's, but have fairly
recently re-released by Alfred A. Knopf publishers.
   My Father's Dragon - This book tells the story of a boy's father when he
was a boy. The thing this boy wanted most in life was to fly. One day he
befriends an old cat who tells him of a baby dragon who is held captive by
the animals of wild island. The boy decides to rescue the dragon so he can
fly on his back. With a backpack of odds and ends, the boy stows away on a
ship and starts a series of adventures that eventually allow him to rescue
the dragon and fly towards home.
   Elmer and the Dragon - The second book picks up where the first ended.
On the way home from Wild Island, the boy (Elmer) and the dragon get lost
in a storm and end up on an island inhabited by canaries which have escaped
from cages.  They meet King Can XI, who like all his ancestors is literally
dying of curiosity because of a secret treasure only the kings know about.
With the help of Elmer and the dragon, the mystery of the treasure is
resolved and the pair continue back to Elmer's home. The dragon decides to
head back home to Blueland to be with his family.
   The Dragons of Blueland - In the third book, the dragon arrives home to
find his family captured by dragon hunters.  He goes back to find Elmer and
get his assistance. Together the pair manage to trick the hunters and free
the dragon's family.
   The plots of all three books are fast paced and quirky.  This
accompanied by some delightful illustrations by the author should be enough
to keep a small child's attention.  They can be read aloud all in one
sitting if you and your child have the time and patience to sit through
about an hour of reading. Otherwise, they are easily broken into smaller
sections. The illustrations include maps which help children visualize the
story better.

Author: Ruth Stiles Gannett
Titles:	My Father's Dragon	ISBN-0-394-89048-5
	Elmer and the Dragon	ISBN-0-394-89049-3
	The Dragons of Blueland	ISBN-0-394-89050-7

Sue Finkle
c/o jjfink@skcla.monsanto.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 20:34:40 GMT
From: tomdill@womenscol.stephens.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Arthurian Stories

In connection with the comments about novels and poems that draw upon the
Arthurian legends or that adapt them to "modern" concerns, I did not see
anyone mention the name Charles Williams, familiar to many as one of the
"Inklings."  Not only are several of his novels focused on Arthurian
materials (somewhat like C.S. Lewis's That Hideous Strength), but he wrote
a substantial narrative poem in two parts, Taliessin Through Logres and The
Region of the Summer Stars.  Those who care for variations on the Arthur
legends will surely find them appealing; Eerdmans published a paperback
that included both sections of the poem along with commentaries by both
Williams and C.S. Lewis.  Another substantial narrative poem, called
Artorius, by John Heath-Stubbs, may actually be more to the taste of
contemporary readers than the Williams set.  Unfortunately, I suspect the
Heath-Stubbs poem, published by Enitharmon Press in London (1974) may be
considerably harder to get hold of except in good libraries.  On Malory, I
have always felt it was worth the trouble to pick up the bits of middle
English needed to read him in his own language, but John Steinbeck's
re-telling of Malory is a respectable entry in the crowd of modernizations.
The old Everyman collection of Chretien de Troyes's versions (from which
Malory stole freely) is also well worth looking up, especially for the tale
of Yvain.

------------------------------
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Date: 24 Apr 94 05:33:32 GMT
From: dbarber@crash.cts.com (David C. Barber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: question for jms

straczynski@genie.geis.com writes:
>Nope, Jason Ironheart will not be seen again, insofar as I know.  I don't
>like beings with that much power running around the plotline....

Too bad.  He could be a go between for the humans and whatever it was
stomping around on 954.

Will _those_ creatures figure in to something in the future?

David Barber
dbarber@crash.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 05:36:33 GMT
From: dbarber@crash.cts.com (David C. Barber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS:  re: Deathwalker  (Possible *SPOILER*)

I personally think Kosh and the Vorlons have a *lot* of explaining to do.
I was not really aware (I'll have to rewatch this episode with this point
in mind) that Deathwalker's activities had impacted the Vorlons enough to
involve them.

Also, the timing on the Vorlon warship was a bit too good mayhaps.  Then
again, it did remind me of us (the USA) intercepting the Egyptain airliner
with the terrorists on board over the ocean after we had broken the
Egyptain codes.  (Maybe we should have shot that plane down too, instead of
what happened, but...)

I hope in the sense of an arc to these stories, that the Vorlons will be
held accountable in some major way for their unilateral actions here.

David Barber
dbarber@crash.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 05:39:41 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hey, why all the gloves?

   Talia, like all Psi Corps members, wears gloves because she has to, when
in public, to minimize physical contact and accidental scans.  As for
others wearing gloves... sometimes it's a fashion statement and other
times, well, space is very very cold...

JMS

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 05:42:03 GMT
From: labyris@deeptht.armory.com (Tapati Amber Sarasvati)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: hole in Sinclair's mind

I was thinking the other day that maybe we are being deliberately mislead
into thinking the hole is a simple loss of memory - mainly because Sinclair
has a memory loss. But *twice* now it has been referred to as a hole in the
mind (however you want to define THAT) rather than a hole in memory.  What
if there is, in some sense, a hole in Sinclair's mind and the memory loss
is a byproduct or a cover up for what was REALLY done to him?

Don't ask me what this missing part might be. I just was trying to go back
and recheck my assumptions, because all good mysteries mislead you like
this.
 
Ideas, anyone?

Tapati Amber Sarasvati
labyris@deeptht.armory.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 07:09:31 GMT
From: marcpowl@netcom.com (Marc Powell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kosh-SPOILERS

David Hines <dzhines@midway.uchicago.edu> wrote:
>matt@x.org (Matt Landau) writes:
>>For a race that "takes no interest in the affairs of others", the Vorlons
>>are showing an awfully keen interest in humans ...
>
>I thought Kosh's "you" was directed to the non-Vorlon group as a whole,
>not just to Sinclair and the other humans.
>
>Your statement is, however, quite true. The most interesting example of
>this in "The War Prayer," when Kosh is staring at the viewer which has
>images from Earth history displayed on it. In that scene, Kosh tells
>Sinclair two things. One, the Vorlons take no interest in the affairs of
>others. And two, Kosh is watching the images from Earth because he's
>"studying." If they take no interest in the affairs of others, why would
>Kosh take an interest in Earth history? The Vorlons aren't human. Why does
>Kosh than take an interest in us?
>
>I get the feeling that our failure to understand Kosh is that we don't
>know the rules to his game. I have the feeling that *everything* Kosh is
>doing makes sense. It's like one of those games where one person knows the
>rules and the other players don't: the whole point of the game is to
>figure out what the rules are, and then everything makes sense. Until
>then, the other players don't have the faintest clue as to what the hell
>is going on.

*** WARNING:  Rabid speculation ahead ***
***  Use detour to keep your sanity   ***

I've given a lot of thought to that particular scene during the past few
days and have come up with one possible explanation.  Now bear in mind that
Kosh has never *lied* that we know of, although he has been very enigmatic
(as we can all attest too), now just suppose that the Vorlons *originaly
came from Earth*, who knows how far back in prehistory? That would explain
1) why they don't want to be seen (we might see a strong resemblance to a
current species and make the connection that we were not the first species
to inhabit the Earth and cause lots of problems that way), 2) maybe it *is*
the Vorlons' current world that is dying and they are wanting to move back
in, 3) how he can say that they take no interest in the affairs of others
and still take an interest in Earth's affairs.

As further speculation, I offer this (and this is really going out on a
limb) maybe, just maybe it was the Minbari that transplanted them to their
new world so that both the Vorlons and the Humans would have a chance to
develop fully into starfaring species. Perhaps Kosh or another Vorlon
happened to be on that Minbari Cruiser when they captured Sinclair and
Sinclair found out the truth, but the Vorlons and the Minbari wanted no one
else to know yet so they wiped his memory....

MarcPowl@netcom.com             

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 08:28:10 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deathwalker: SPOILERS 

   Your statement about the serum being a means of getting to the truth, or
her truth at the very least, is quite correct.  And apropos to current
reality.  We look back at the Nazis, and others, and say, "Well, WE could
never do that."  But of course we could.  Fine tune your attention to the
frequency of misery and inhumanity, and in short order you'll pick up
Rwanda, and Bosnia and a host of others.
 
   Our capacity for greatness is as substantial as our capacity for evil.
And we must constantly be reminded of that duality; to pretend it simply
isn't there, or is somebody else's problem, inevitably leads to tragedy.
(For those interested, btw, I would encourage you to check out a short
story by Mark Twain, called "The Man Who Corrupted Hadleyburg."  I think
you will find it *most* illuminating.)
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 14:13:49 GMT
From: jjd@acsu.buffalo.edu (James J. Dibenedetto)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: re: Deathwalker (Possible *SPOILER*)

dbarber@crash.cts.com (David C. Barber) writes:
>I hope in the sense of an arc to these stories, that the Vorlons will be
>held accountable in some major way for their unilateral actions here.

The Vorlons have the ultimate legal defense for their actions: the "What
are you going to do about it?" defense.  It's clear that nobody else in the
B5 universe (at least, nobody we've seen yet) is willing or able to
challenge the Vorlons (and there's precious little chance of the other 4
races uniting to fight the Vorlons, not that it would help anyway,
probably).

James John DiBenedetto
SUNY Buffalo School of Law 
jjd@ubunix.buffalo.edu
jjd3@po.cwru.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 16:13:31 GMT
From: wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Diane Westerfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Why are EA and Narn Regime in the Big Five?

Another question that's been nagging me for awhile: We know that the
Vorlons and Minbari are powerful races, and the Centauri are still clinging
to an empire.  But why are the Earth Alliance and Narn Regime in the same
league as the first three, instead of being classified with the non-aligned
worlds?  Specifically, are the governments more powerful than the
non-aligned ones?  How many planets do humans control in 2258?  And the
Narns?  And why do these relatively young races suddenly have so much
power?

Just seems funny that the Vorlons would even feel the need to be involved
with lesser beings... Since they can toast anything or anyone that annoys
them, why bother with negotiations???

Diane Westerfield
wes5@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 19:09:22 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Old Codger's Comments:  Deathwalker

jec@doofusun.cb.att.com said:
> One of the things I also really liked about this character was that there
> was none of the usual tripe to try to justify her behavior, i.e., "I was

Also, consider the amount of malice and THREAT she somehow managed to
convey, when the only thing she actually DID during the episode was get the
**** beaten out of her!  Otherwise, it was all talk but, I still felt
that I wouldn't want to get on her bad side, ever.  Contrast to many other
shows where there's a lot of talk about how bad the villain's history is,
but it doesn't ever MEAN anything to us, it's just history.  Sarah Douglas
made it mean something.

> Why are they represented at Babylon 5?  Kosh had no apparent interest in
> the council vote.  In fact, Kosh seemed to have no interest in anything
> involving the Deathwalker until the Vorlon involvement in "the

Question: was the business with Talia happening at the same time as the
Deathwalker business mere coincidence?  No one has mentioned the idea that
they weren't, which surprises me.  Perhaps Talia's interview was NOT to get
blackmail evidence, but instead, to TEST the human race.  Any race that
could produce a psycho serial killer, after all, is not ready for an
immortality serum like the one promised.  Seems like a good test to me, and
I don't even think like a Vorlon!  Kosh approached Talia as the Minbari
ship carrying Deathwalker was pulling into the docking bay, then finished
his "negotiations" just as Deathwalker was leaving.  Just a coincidence
caused by the fact that (unbeknownst to the characters) their lives have to
fit into one-hour chunks, or intentional?

> It will be interesting to see what effect the Vorlon solution of
> destroying the Deathwalker's ship (and hence the Deathwalker from all
> appearances) will have on diplomatic relations.

I was also wondering if this will be pursued.  But how can you condemn
someone who never even shows up to hear the condemnation, and if he did,
would probably just give you a koan in response?

perricone@wsyd.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 19:31:29 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DiTillio, GURPS, P5

What RPG company/game is Larry DiTillio associated with?  I cannot for the
life of me remember, and couldn't find his name in any of my books, though
I'm sure I've seen it.

On a related subject: I was playing around with GURPS Psionics rules and
noticed that a power of 5 matches almost exactly what a P5 can do, and a
power of 10 matches almost exactly what a P10 can do.  Coincidence?  Or did
JMS and/or others helping him actually use the GURPS Psionics power levels
on purpose?  Or am I really grasping at straws for my connections here?

perricone@wsyd.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 19:55:57 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Not a spoiler about Believers

Just wanted to be the first on record to say, about the episode
_Believers_:

Wow.

The acting in this episode is SUPERB - especially Dr. Franklin.  A much
slower paced story than those that came before, but no less gripping.

The B thread was a bit disappointing, but otherwise, a fantastic episode;
like Deathwalker, it started out with a cliche, but even more than
Deathwalker, it quickly lost the cliche's lack of lustre and...

Wow.

perricone@wsyd.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 21:50:23 GMT
From: dzhines@kimbark.uchicago.edu (David Hines)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: VORLONS: What do they REALLY look like? (speculation)

According to JMS, we'll find out what Kosh looks like near the end of next
season.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 22:08:43 GMT
From: djsnyder@husc7.harvard.edu (David Snyder)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Book signing on B5

Minor spoiler for Deathwalker follows

When Sinclair meets Lenier, there is an overhead speaker reporting
something about someone doing a book signing at Book Universe (or something
like that).  Did anyone get the entirety of the message?

David J. Snyder
djsnyder@husc.harvard.edu aka dalek@io.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 23:20:54 GMT
From: kychen@cco.caltech.edu (Kay-Yut Chen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ATTN JMS : science accuracy

JMS,

First, let me say that B-5 is the best sci-fi show I have seen so far plus
the most scientificly accurate. So the following is minor nitpik :

1) In Midnight on the Firing Line, Sinclair said, "reverse velocity" when
he turned his starfury around and destroyed the raider. The velocity of his
starfury has NOT changed, only the heading. The concept of velocity versus
heading is always not very well understood in TV shows. In fact, B-5 is the
first (at least the first that I saw) that has spaceships going in a
direction that is not the same as its heading.

2) In Mind War, Catherine asked the computer what is the ETA at a "safe
speed". In space, nearly all speed is safe (except when you get VERY close
to the light speed, then the very few gaseous molecules may post a very
slight danger.) I think what she meant is "acceleration". Acceleration puts
stress on the ship's structure while speed does not. In fact, if a ship is
NOT under acceleration, to the ship it is standing still.

The reason why a fast moving plane/car is dangerous is because there is an
atmosphere around. Speed and acceleration are also not very well
represented in TV shows. I think B-5 has the best potential of educating
people about these concepts.

These are very minor points that do not take away the enjoyment of the show
or affect the story in any aspect. (Now, science on TNG will not be even
worth mentioning. My friend and I always call the other show
science-fantasy as oppose to science-fiction.)

If I may give a suggestion to fix these minor problems - hire an
undergraduate (well, that is the cheapest way, hiring a physics professor
will do nicely too) physics student from say, Caltech. Have him do nothing
but make sure that all the lines (and sfx designs) are correct. (Especially
the lines that involved Newtonian mechanics. I have seen nearly no shows
that get the concept of velocity/acceleration/rotation/torque/momentum/
kinetic energy right.

BTW, the rotation of B-5 and the mentioning of a floating body trapped by
B-5 gravity are all accurately depicted. So actually I see errors only
occasionally slip through.

Best Wisihes.

Kay-Yut Chen 

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 23:30:27 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: My beef with Bablyon 5

   I never do cameos in my shows.  Some days it seems like everybody ELSE
on this show is doing one, but for me...pass.  I make the show in order to
watch it, as a viewer; and if I see *me* up there on the screen, it just
blows the illusion.  So no, basically...not a chance.
 
   Besides, I'm not really sure I want to risk the camera lens that way.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 23:30:31 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS:  re: Deathwalker

   Okay, but now how would you hold the Vorlons accountable?  They're more
advanced than anyone else, they don't trade much with anyone, there's no
tourism to boycott...their only interaction is having Kosh on the station,
and I certainly wouldn't want to be the one to suggest caning...
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 01:11:57 GMT
From: kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Pam Korda)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Why are EA and Narn Regime in the Big Five?

More and more, I get the feeling that Kosh's presence on B5 is _not_ a
diplomatic one, in more than name. Rather, I think that he is there to
gather information one or more of the other races. In "Deathwalker," for
example, we see that the Vorlons don't have much interest in the diplomacy
between the other races - Kosh did not participate in the debate on whether
to send Jha'dur to trial; the Vorlons came to an independent decision, and
acted upon it, without consulting any of the other ambassadors.  Two of the
three major scenes w/ Kosh show him gathering informationn - the "Earth
history" viewer in "The War Prayer," and the Vicar's recording info on
Talia. (the third is the "they are a dying race" bit from "Midnight." the
stuff from the pilot doesn't count, since he wasn't doing anything except
being catatonic.)  So, the question is, _why_ are the Vorlons gathering
information on the humans (and possibly other races)? It wouldn't make
sense in terms of planning for an invasion; I get the feeling that the
Vorlons are so bloody powerful that they could conquer everybody else
(except maybe the Minbari?) with little effort.

Pam Korda
kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu
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Date: 25 Apr 94 01:20:44 GMT
From: schillin@daystrom.usc.edu (John Schilling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Why are EA and Narn Regime in the Big Five?

wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Diane Westerfield) writes:
>Another question that's been nagging me for awhile: We know that the
>Vorlons and Minbari are powerful races, and the Centauri are still
>clinging to an empire.  But why are the Earth Alliance and Narn Regime in
>the same league as the first three, instead of being classified with the
>non-aligned worlds?  Specifically, are the governments more powerful than
>the non-aligned ones?  How many planets do humans control in 2258?  And
>the Narns?  And why do these relatively young races suddenly have so much
>power?
>
>Just seems funny that the Vorlons would even feel the need to be involved
>with lesser beings... Since they can toast anything or anyone that annoys
>them, why bother with negotiations???

Well, we know that the Narn can win a local war with the Centauri.  Not
clear which race is most powerful overall, but they are both in the same
league.

And there is ample circumstantial evidence that EA gave the Minbari a run
for their money during the early stages of the war.  The fact that a nation
or race is totally defeated at the end of a war doesn't mean that they were
never in the same league as the victors.  Consider the strength of the Axis
powers at the beginning of WWII, and their performance through 1942.  Yet
they were utterly defeated in the end.

Am I really comparing the EA with the WWII Japanese again?  I need to find
a better analogy.

At any rate, it seems that EA, Narn, and Centauri are all in the same
league.  The Vorlon and Minbari are more advanced technologically, and may
be more powerful in an absolute sense.  But they are playing a different
game, and using B5 as a negotiating tool may be more efficient than
resorting to force and playing on our terms, even if they could ultimately
win.

Consider the matter similar to current US membership in the United Nations
(and Soviet membership prior to the collapse).  Why do we bother?  We could
easily defeat almost any of the other members.  If we put ourselves on a
full wartime footing we could make a serious run for world conquest.  Yet,
aside from a permanent seat on the security council, we are willing to
participate on equal terms with much smaller nations.  Because conquest,
and foreign affairs generally, really isn't our game.  We look for the
simplest, cheapest means of keeping such matters from hurting us, and the
UN is it.  The Vorlons and the Minbari are probably in the same situation.

John Schilling
University of Southern California
Aerospace Engineering Department
schillin@spock.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 02:23:33 GMT
From: jagapen@students.wisc.edu (Jonathan Gapen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Why are EA and Narn Regime in the Big Five?

wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Diane Westerfield) writes:
> Another question that's been nagging me for awhile: We know that the
> Vorlons and Minbari are powerful races, and the Centauri are still
> clinging to an empire.  But why are the Earth Alliance and Narn Regime in
> the same league as the first three, instead of being classified with the
> non-aligned worlds?  Specifically, are the governments more powerful than
> the non-aligned ones?  How many planets do humans control in 2258?  And
> the Narns?  And why do these relatively young races suddenly have so much
> power?

   With the Narn, they've got a serious grudge against the Centauri
motivating them.  It's the Narn who sell weapons to anyone buying, so
they're probably gaining a lot of wealth and influence that way.  Motive
and means translates into an influential force.
   The Earth Alliance is mostly human, from what we've seen.  Humans have
always had the drive to move out into new frontiers, why should it be
different in the future?  Also, "Deathwalker" shows that EA has worked with
the non-aligned worlds in the past and possibly is a non-aligned world on
the rise to a major player.  Babylon V is an EA station, so Sinclair is
going to be one of the five major representatives.  Other than that, I
haven't noticed how big the EA is.

> Just seems funny that the Vorlons would even feel the need to be involved
> with lesser beings... Since they can toast anything or anyone that
> annoys them, why bother with negotiations???

   They must have some reason to be interested.  Possibly it is an interest
in self-preservation, not wanting to be caught in the middle if something
goes terribly wrong and war erupts.
   I think there's got to be a lot more to it, that's what the whole 5 year
series is about, isn't it?  :^) I know we'll eventually find out why Kosh
is there.

Jonathan Gapen

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 02:32:00 GMT
From: sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Believers"

   The most recent episode "Believers" was so excellent that I believe it
deserves to get a special award all its own, just as ST:TNG's "The Measure
of a Man" did.

   I am in still in awe of that episode.  It was one of the best things I
have ever seen on television.

   JMS has yet again set a new standard for science fiction television.

   Thanks JMS!

Mark Andrew Sulkowski

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 03:54:31 GMT
From: Aylott@world.std.com (Chris M Aylott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ACKKKK! (Deathwalker...)

I can't believe it took me THIS long (4 days) to figure out the OTHER pun
in the ViCkeR's name.

Abbut and Kosh-tello, of course.

I'm going to shoot myself now, I think...

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 04:14:05 GMT
From: dpawtows@access1.digex.net (Daniel Pawtowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deathwalker (spoilers)

Richard R Urena <urena@titan.ucs.umass.edu> wrote:
>Spoilers follow!
>
>back to Kosh, he handed him (her? it?) a powerful weapon; the ability to
>fill Winters' mind with such paralyzing fear as to render her ineffective.
>To what purpose?  I haven't the faintest idea, but it looks pretty
>ominous...

Kosh dosen't _necessarily_ have to have a specific plan in mind for his
anti-mentalist tricks.  The Vorlons seem to like having aces up their
sleeves, so it is very plausible that Kosh would like having some means of
neutralizing B5's telepath "just in case" he needs it one day.

Another question: What kind of reaction will the Psi Corps have to all
this?  They, too, seem to be control freaks, and they won't like the idea
of Kosh having one of their own over a barrel.

Daniel Pawtowski
dpawtows@vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 04:37:00 GMT
From: davidh@camelot.bradley.edu (David Henderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Delenn's absence?

I was watching "Deathwalker" on Saturday and wondered something during the
Council Meetings: Was the fact that Delenn was not on the station important
to the arc, or was that just an opportunity to give Lennier a little more
character?  I.e. Was Mira Furlan simply not available, or was she written
out of the script for some sort of devious purpose?

(Note to JMS: Please don't give a Kosh answer like "Yes" because that would
just be silly, and I would be forced to watch every single episode until
the end to figure it out.)  :)

David Henderson
davidh@camelot.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 05:45:18 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski) writes:
> The most recent episode "Believers" was so excellent that I believe it
> deserves to get a special award all its own, just as ST:TNG's "The
> Measure of a Man" did.

Well, "The Measure of a Man" didn't have a special award coming, but since
"Believers" was considerably better work, perhaps it does.  It's certainly
one of the best scripts I've seen from David Gerrold.  (Even discounting
the fact that the "B" plot, interesting as it was, irked me by distracting
me from the main storyline.  I hate having to stop and think about
long-term arc clues in mid-serious-plot...)

> I am in still in awe of that episode.  It was one of the best things I
> have ever seen on television.

Neither the story nor the plotline were new; what provided the impact was
the the *way* the story was treated, and the production values with which
it was created.  Good script, good production, good direction.  The guest
actors all did very well with their parts.

> JMS has yet again set a new standard for science fiction television.

I don't think of it as "again setting," or setting a "new standard;"
rather, he's spearheaded the creation of a venue where decent scripts can
be produced with the craft and attention they deserve, without
impoverishing the production funds and limiting capacity available for
subsequent shows and where scripts can be shot the way they were written,
instead of having their guts chopped out to suit special interest groups.

Similar stories have been done on TV before, but never without interference
by censors or panicky studios.  The clean, simple effectiveness of this
production was the result of the fact that no conclusions were drawn, no
sides taken, and no out-of-the-hat happy ending pasted on as a sop to the
people who demand happy endings.  Historically, it was very difficult to do
anything like this on a network show.

(As examples, most "M.D." shows had obligatory episodes dealing with sick
children whose parents refused surgery for religious reasons.  Both "Ben
Casey" and "Doctor Kildare" had encounters of this nature, as long ago as
35 years.  Such scripts were typically not objective, and due to network
and studio demands, demeaned their subject with contrived solutions or
judgemental conclusions.  I remember that Richard Boone expressed disdain
for what he termed the "gutting" of a such a script on his "Medic" show.)

There was a "Wagon Train" script dealing with an Indian medicine man whose
spirit was destroyed by a white man's profanation of sacred rites, and who
died as soon as he'd finished dealing with the profaner.  There was an "I
SPY" episode with a Zen archer who destroyed his own spirit by using his
bow to kill a would-be murderer, and died.

But I've seen nothing as coherent and straightforward as Gerrold's
examination of the subject, and hope this clarity of vision will remain in
the series.

> Thanks JMS!

Ditto, of course.  This was a much "quieter" script than many, but you're
going to hear people arguing about it for a LONG time.  Maybe they'll make
it part of the "Medical Ethics" curriculum at Harvard Medical School...
*grin*

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 06:23:50 GMT
From: dbarber@crash.cts.com (David C. Barber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: re: Deathwalker (Possib

straczynski@genie.geis.com writes:
>Okay, but now how would you hold the Vorlons accountable?  They're more
>advanced than anyone else, they don't trade much with anyone, there's no
>tourism to boycott...their only interaction is having Kosh on the station,
>and I certainly wouldn't want to be the one to suggest caning...

Caning - there's a thought.

But seriously, are the Vorlons that much more advanced?  Obviously true if
you say so, but I hadn't seen anything in the episodes so far that had lead
me to that conclusion.  The fact that they were so easily poisoned might
have lead me to believe otherwise.

If they're so advanced, why are they willing to play with us on an equal
vote basis (though in this case they sure exercised their Veto power)?

David Barber
dbarber@crash.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 06:27:06 GMT
From: koreth@spud.hyperion.com (Steven Grimm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Believers" (SPOILERS)

I'm probably going to be in the minority on this one, but I didn't much
care for it.  Seemed like about 20 minutes' worth of story stretched out to
an hour by lots of talky, repetitive filler scenes.  I give it 4 out of 10.

SPOILERS (fairly minor)

My first beef while watching was that it was overdone in too many places.
The best example is probably the scene between Sinclair and Ivanova.  She's
normally a pretty acerbic character, but that scene wasn't acerbic or
sarcastic; she was ranting, which felt completely wrong to me.  Especially
since the script was attempting to play it to comic effect and failing
miserably.  I found myself wishing they'd get on with it and finish the
scene already.

Which is how I ended up feeling pretty much throughout the episode.  I got
pretty sick of hearing about Franklin's dilemma, largely because once it
was established, it didn't change for most of the episode; we just got to
see lots of people talking about how awful it was.  After the first couple
conversations, everything that needed to be said had been said, but the
script continued to repeat the same points over and over again.  One of my
friends left the room about fifteen minutes in and asked us to yell to him
if anything happened.  Unfortunately, we didn't have cause to yell for
another half-hour.

It did have some merits, mind you.  It has a nice plot with an unexpected
ending.  Some hints about past events were dropped by Delenn and Kosh.  If
it'd had a more interesting subplot to take up an additional fifteen
minutes of screentime, I'd probably rank it a lot higher.  (On the other
hand, if the "I don't trust Ivanova" article posted a few days back has any
truth to it, the subplot will be a lot more interesting in retrospect.)

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 12:03:42 GMT
From: skank@iastate.edu (George L. Hall-Skank)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: How advanced *are* the Vorlons???

<babylon5@solaris.cc.vt.edu> wrote:
>Okay, but now how would you hold the Vorlons accountable?  They're more
>advanced than anyone else, they don't trade much with anyone, there's no
>tourism to boycott...their only interaction is having Kosh on the station,
>and I certainly wouldn't want to be the one to suggest caning...

   That's interesting...  Do you mean that the Vorlons are the most
advanced of the 5 civilizations represented on B5?  I kind of had the
impression that the Vorlons were a little more advanced than the Minbari.
Are they a lot more advanced than the Minbari?  Moreover, are there races
more powerfull than those represented on B5?  Perhaps someone we haven't
met yet?  I thought I remebered reading that there was.

George L. Hall-Skank
Graduate, Electrical Engineering
Iowa State University, Ames, IA 
skank@iastate.edu               

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 12:51:43 GMT
From: jberry@brutus.ct.gmr.com (John Berry CT/90)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: psi-ratings

In Mind War, it is stated that Psi-Corp instructors have a 10 rating, and
that the Psi-Cops have a 12. And the female psi-cop (was she a witch, or
what?) also states something like "someone has to keep an eye the others".

That lead me to believe that the highest values normally attained were
around 12. (I'm discounting the mutated guy in Mind War).

But now in Deathwalker, doesn't the little "VICAR" guy (Bunnet?) say that
he's a TWENTY-THREE? If Talia's a 5, how could she hope to be able to
mind-scan a 23? Shouldn't she have expected to run into a blank wall?  Or
did I mis-hear what he said?

If I heard him correctly, has the "psi-rating" scale been formalized?  How
common is a 23? Are those prodigies? Maybe just one or two per generation?
Or is Talia's five rating considered rather low?

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 16:10:06 GMT
From: michaell@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Michael A. Lowry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: 2 different actreses playing Na'Toth?

Watching "Deathwalker" last night, I noticed something that quite disturbed
me.  The Na'Toth character in "Deathwalker" looks very different from the
Na'Toth in "Parliament of Dreams".  Am I confusing Na'Toth with some other
Narn diplomatic attache?  If not, then was the make-up merely done
differently, or was the character played by a different actress?

I can understand necessary changes such as those between the Pilot and the
Series.  However, I have difficulty suspending disbelief when important
characters are played by different people from one episode to the next.

This instance, coupled with Robin Curtis's appearance, reminded me of Star
Trek 3, another gross example of actress-switching.  (I have nothing
against Curtis, but having gotten accustomed to Alley's Saavik, it was
difficult to "believe" Curtis's Saavik.  This is an old discussion, I'm
sure.)

Similarly, I "preferred" the Na'Toth in PoD to the one in Deathwalker.  Am
I seeing things?  What's up?

Michael Andrew Lowry
michaell@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu
michael.lowry@mail.utexas.edu
michaell@utxvms.cc.utexas.edu
cm271@cleveland.freenet.edu 
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Date: 25 Apr 94 17:18:22 GMT
From: dejesus@archimedes.chinalake.navy.mil (Francisco X DeJesus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Why are EA and Narn Regime in the Big Five?

Possible spoilers if you haven't seen "Deathwalker"

kor2@midway.uchicago.edu writes:
>More and more, I get the feeling that Kosh's presence on B5 is _not_ a
>diplomatic one, in more than name. Rather, I think that he is there to
>gather information one or more of the other races. In "Deathwalker,"

That's one thing they're definitely doing. Don't know if that's their
main/only reason for having Kosh there, though.

[...]
>So, the question is, _why_ are the Vorlons gathering information on the
>humans (and poss. other races)? It wouldn't make sense in terms of
>planning for an invasion;

Er, why not? Not that I think that's what they're up to, but if it were,
and they have time to spare, why not? Great way to get information, study,
plan, and bide time. Knowledge is a weapon, and we already know Kosh has
obtained at least one piece of information which can be useful as such...

>I get the feeling that the Vorlons are so bloody powerful that they could
>conquer everybody else (except maybe the Minbari?) with little effort.

I'm still not convinced of their power. All we've seen is from the pilot
movie (in which they appeared a bit short-fused and trigger-happy, IMHO,
*not* signs of great advancement!), and in the last episode. Note that the
only time we've seen them shoot it took two tries to score a hit... again,
not a sign of incredible power, at least not at the individual ship level.
We just don't know what total fleet numbers are... for *any* B5 race.

When I see the Vorlon fleet blocking the view of stars (Robotech
reference), *then* I'll be impressed! :-)

Francisco X DeJesus
dejesus@c3ot.saic.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 17:55:51 GMT
From: michaell@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Michael A. Lowry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Na'Toth: Same actress (Caitlin Brown), different makeup.

Michael A. Lowry, michaell@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu writes:
>Watching "Deathwalker" last night, I noticed something that quite
>disturbed me.  The Na'Toth character in "Deathwalker" looks very different
>from the Na'Toth in "Parliament of Dreams".  Am I confusing Na'Toth with
>some other Narn diplomatic attache?  If not, then was the make-up merely
>done differently, or was the character played by a different actress?

I looked at the opening credits of both "Parliament of Dreams" and
"Deathwalker" and found that Na'Toth os played by Caitlin Brown in both.
It must have been the makeup.  As an auxiliary character, Na'Toth's make-up
is probably not as strictly defined as G'Kar's.

>...I "prefered" the Na'Toth in PoD to the one in Deathwalker.  Am I seeing
>things?  What's up?

I still like the Na'Toth in Parliament of Dreams much more.  She just
looked better.

Michael Andrew Lowry
michaell@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 18:04:16 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The military in space 

   You'll see a little of this this season - Sinclair briefing the fighter
squadron, that sort of thing, plus the entrance of another branch of the
military in two episodes but not *that* much.  There will be more in
year two, Nielsen willing.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 18:06:46 GMT
From: at425@yfn.ysu.edu (Tom Salyers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: G'Kar was thinking about it!!

SPOILERS for "Deathwalker":

Still with me? Okay. =) Did you notice that when Jha'Dur asked G'Kar for
Na'Toth's head (lot of apostrophes there), he actually seemed to be
considering it for a second or two?  That's one of the best bits of
character development (for want of a better word) I've ever seen.  =)

Tom Salyers           
Denver, CO            

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 19:05:55 GMT
From: dzhines@kimbark.uchicago.edu (David Hines)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: How advanced *are* the Vorlons???

JMS wrote:
>Okay, but now how would you hold the Vorlons accountable?  They're more
>advanced than anyone else, they don't trade much with anyone, there's no
>tourism to boycott...their only interaction is having Kosh on the station,
>and I certainly wouldn't want to be the one to suggest caning...

This answers one question of mine. I'd been wondering how Kosh paid Talia
for her services in the "negotiations" - after all, if Kosh was the only
Vorlon who was in communications with the rest of the galaxy, how would he
have any money? (Vorlon currency, after all, isn't really in demand, so he
couldn't exchange his Vorlonian groteks for EA credits.)

Now my question has been answered: the Vorlons do some trading. But with
whom do they trade? And *what* do they trade?

Imagine trading with a Vorlon:

EA Trader: Ok, what's this little doo-dad?
Vorlon Trader: Efficient.
EA Trader: Yeah, but what does it do?
Vorlon Trader: That which is required.

David Hines
dzhines@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 22:10:40 GMT
From: hummel@athena.mit.edu (Franklin Hummel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: psi-ratings

jberry@brutus.ct.gmr.com (John Berry CT/90) writes:
>But now in Deathwalker, doesn't the little "VICAR" guy say that he's a
>TWENTY-THREE? If Talia's a 5, how could she hope to be able to mind-scan a
>23? Shouldn't she have expected to run into a blank wall?  Or did I
>mis-hear what he said?
>
>If I heard him correctly, has the "psi-rating" scale been formalized?  How
>common is a 23? Are those prodigies? Maybe just one or two per generation?
>Or is Talia's five rating considered rather low?
 
   I've been letting comments similar to this pass, but, gees!, after
reading so MANY versions of this, I have to comment!
  
   I mean, I really do not understand why people are so puzzled by this -
to me, it was extremely clear from the -rest- of the conversation what was
meant by the "23" and it's being "a good number".
  
   The guy starts off his conversation with Kosh saying "Crab Nebula" and
the conversation proceeds to be a lot of seeming giberish with Kosh and the
VCR saying odd and off-the-wall comments to each other.
  
   The comments were meant to cause confusion in the telepath and to
provoke various emotional reactions in her (which the VCR then recorded).
  
   Okay - now given this, I seemed -very- clear to me that the "I'm a 23"
was just ANOTHER comment for this purpose, similar to all the meaningless
comments which followed!
 
   He wasn't a 23!  There aren't 23s!  The VCR said it for the same reason
he said all those other strange things in his conversation with Kosh!
  	
Frank Hummel
hummel@mit.edu
  

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 03:10:15 GMT
From: am887@freenet.carleton.ca (David Scrimshaw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Believers (spoilers) - a dissenting view

   I'd have to admit I felt ripped off at the end of the episode to have
endured 20 minutes of useless moral wrangling that could have been on any
other TV show without finding out how a single fighter could have escaped
from 20 others.
   I suppose if Ivanova really is a baddie that would provide another
explanation for why she's not keen on someone in Psicorps.
   And how can it be that the Doctor violates a directive so flagrantly and
doesn't even get a reprimand?

David Scrimshaw

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 07:22:08 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Worst Case Scenario...

   "What happens to Babylon 5 if...say, you're walking down the street and
a wandering asteroid crash lands on you, three years into the story arc?"
 
   What happens is this:
 
   First they scrape up my remains.  Then they put me in the morgue.  After
a cursory examination, the death is ruled an act of god, which is the
ultimate insult to an atheist.  Then they stick a big needle in one arm,
and in my heel, and embalm what's left of me.  Then there's a service.  All
of my friends come.  What they do with the rest of the rows after one is
filled is anyone's guess.  Rent them out, I guess.  Next they plant me.  I
lay there for a while, gradually coming to the realization that when they
stuck me in this crummy suit, they yanked the pants into my butt and now I
have to go through all eternity with a snuggie.  In time I get really
annoyed by this, my essence rises up out of the coffin, AND HAUNTS YOU FOR
THE REST OF YOUR NATURAL LIFE!
 
   Or, put another way, if you want to see the end of the story, it's in
your vested interest to keep my ass ALIVE for the next 4.5 years.
 
   Ever read Sheherazade?  Think about it.
 
JM(Rosebud)S

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 17:14:08 GMT
From: woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" (SPOILERS)

Steven Grimm (koreth@spud.Hyperion.COM) wrote:
>I'm probably going to be in the minority on this one, but I didn't much
>care for it.  Seemed like about 20 minutes' worth of story stretched out
>to an hour by lots of talky, repetitive filler scenes.  I give it 4 out of
>10.

In the group I watched with, no one at all was surprised when the parents
killed the kid. This was the obvious solution and it would have been better
to find a more difficut way to "surprise" the audience.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 17:28:14 GMT
From: lynne@ird3.ese.lmsc.lockheed.com (Lynne R. Leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: G'Kar was thinking about it!!

Tom Salyers <at425@yfn.ysu.edu> wrote:
>SPOILERS for "Deathwalker":
>
>Still with me? Okay. =) Did you notice that when Jha'Dur asked G'Kar for
>Na'Toth's head (lot of apostrophes there), he actually seemed to be
>considering it for a second or two?  That's one of the best bits of
>character development (for want of a better word) I've ever seen.  =)

Actually I thought that G'Kar was shocked that first instant after she made
her demand and then after having a moment to reflect on it was pissed!  It
was this scene that made me think that there actually might be some honor
in G'Kar - at least where his fellow Narn are concerned.  I don't think he
would have given Deathwalker N'Toth's head under the circumstances.
Although if it was the difference between his own life and hers, that would
be a different story.

lynne@sunfse.ese.lmsc.lockheed.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 19:05:40 GMT
From: zecca@starfury.cgd.ucar.edu (The Admiral)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Delenn and "Deathwalker"

Okay, this has been bugging me since seeing "Deathwalker" this weekend, but
I only just now got caught up with the newsgroup.  (And that was rather
rushed.)

SPOILERS for the unspoiled

I'm wondering if Delenn and Kosh had something going on the side re: the
Deathwalker business.  We've gotten the impression before that Delenn is
part of the religious caste/Grey Council of the Minbari and that the
Minbari military castes tend to offer a lot of opposition to them.  One of
the military castes was hiding out Deathwalker, so now that she shows up on
the station, where the hell is Delenn hiding? :-)

Lennier steps up in Delenn's place to give the vote that lets Deathwalker
leave the station.  Next thing you know, the Vorlons show up to blow
Deathwalker out of the sky.

The Press Kit hinted at secret past encounters between Delenn and Kosh (or
at least the Minbari and the Vorlons).  I just keep wondering if the Grey
Council and the Vorlons (and/or Delenn and Kosh specifically) had some sort
of deal going to "take care of" Deathwalker.

Delenn, Kosh...I just don't trust them. :-)

Michael Zecca
zecca@starfury.cgd.ucar.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 19:42:10 GMT
From: richards@mdd.comm.mot.com (Chris Richardson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Appreciative Viewer

I just wanted to say that I enjoyed the B5 episode last night.  I missed
the title but it involved parents whose religious beliefs wouldn't allow
their son to have a necessary operation vs. the doctor who felt obligated
to carry the operation out anyway.

I was impressed that the script did not shy away from extending both sides
of this argument to their fullest conclusion.  On Star Trek TNG, if this
sort of thing came up, I would expect a cop-out (either a Prime Directive
invocation or some Deus-ex-Aliena intervention which solves everything to
the satisfaction of all, to the detriment of real storytelling).

When the doctor announced his intention of carrying out the operation in
spite of the parents' wishes, I was a bit taken aback that you would allow
this kind of "affront" to be carried out in the script.  I also knew, as
soon as the father pointed out the "long journey" robe that the kid had
mere minutes to live.  I'm glad you played the story out to its logical
conclusion.  The little details that gave away the doctor's own personal
religious biases were a nice touch.

However, in the "real world", I'm sure the doctor would've been sacked!

(Personally, I agree with the doctor, but sometimes you just have to
recognize where someone else is going to draw the line.)

I would've liked to have seen (and so would my s.o.) Ivanova's battle with
the 37 or so raiders she encountered in the same storyline, but better to
spend the budget on scriptwriters than on FX!

B5 has been very enjoyable so far.  The writing is good, the aliens are
believable and well acted.  My only real complaint is that the actors in
human roles seem a bit, errr, stiff, especially compared to the Xenos
(except Kosh, of course).

Keep up the good work!

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 20:09:24 GMT
From: al680@freenet.carleton.ca (C. W. Clark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What does Kosh think of *himself*?

He said:

(go away if you haven't seen Believers)

'The avalanche has started. It's too late for the pebbles to vote.'

Does he think he's a pebble or is he more in tune with the avalanche. He
must lump the alien-of-the-week in with the pebbles or he wouldn't have
bothered to say what he did. How did the A-O-T-W get an audience with Kosh?
Is Kosh a rooter for the 'little guy' (from Shawinigan?)? Is Kosh worried
about the avalanche?

On the face of it that was one of his most understandable comments. Is it
really?

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 20:32:36 GMT
From: lifer@w3eax.umd.edu (Benjamin Schultz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vorlon Time System

Okay, let's reason out this time system.

"Hour of Scampering:" This is when everybody is scurrying around, or
scampering, from one place to another.  In other words, rush hour.  This is
typically 3:30 to 6:30 PM, give or take an hour.  Since the negotiations
started at the "Hour of Scampering," Kosh probably meant sometime around
4:00 PM.  The Hour of Scampering is 1600 hours.

"Hour of Longing:" What is a synonym for "longing?"  "Mourning."  Sound it
out: "Hour of mourning" - "hour of morning."  Since the negotiations
resumed the next day at the "Hour of Longing," Kosh probably meant
approximately 8:00 AM.  The Hour of Longing is 0800 hours.

Since Babylon 5 is an Earth Alliance installation, all times are probably
either Greenwich Mean Time, or local time in the EA capital city.

Benjamin Schultz
University of Maryland

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 23:22:40 GMT
From: aylswrth@manvm2.vnet.ibm.com (Thomas H. Aylesworth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Relative technology levels of different B5 races?

cdfannin@engws11.ic.sunysb.edu (Chris D Fanning) writes:
>                Tech    Psy   Overall   Notes:
>Vorlons          1       NA    1         since they dislike psis,
>                                           Vorlons probably none
>Minbari          2       ?     2         Psi unknown, no evidence either
>                                           way 
>Centauri         3       1     4         low overall because they're in
>                                           decline, strong psi for that
>                                           woman who could see the future
>Narn             5       NA    3         high ranking due to sheer manpower
>Human            4       2     5         >below
>
>Yup, I put us poor humans last.  We seem to have strong psi, but would get
>our arses kicked if we got into any conflict.  (Exception of any of the
>non-aligned worlds.)

I see two problems:

1) I am almost positive that G'Kar said the Narns were the only race of the
   "big 5" that did not have psi capability.  Thus, I think you have to
   give both the Vorlons and the Minbari psi ratings.  However, this does
   bring up a _very_ important question that I can't believe I haven't
   thought of before.  Namely, why haven't we seen strong psi capability
   from non-Human races?  And are other races as paranoid of people with
   psi ability as Humans are?  That is, do they have the equivalent of the
   Psi Council which they require people with psi ability to join?

2) I think the Narn's have to be ranked last overall - I would probably
   switch them with the Humans, leaving the Centauri ranked fourth.  I
   don't think the EA would necessarily lose any conflict.  The only one we
   know of them coming close to losing is the Minbari war, right?  And the
   Minbari seem to be one of the most advanced races - I agree with your
   ranking them only behind the Vorlons.  I'll bet we could take on the
   Narn easily, and quite likely the Centauri if we wanted.

Thomas Aylesworth
Loral Federal Systems
Manassas, VA
aylswrth@manvm2.vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	Books - Asimov & Banks (3 msgs) & Bear (3 msgs) & Bradley &
                Brin & Cook (2 msgs) & Crichton (3 msgs) & Delany &
                Dick & Donaldson (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 14:04:15 GMT
From: rcw2@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (RYAN C WALLACE)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Asimov (SPOILERS)

I thought it would be good to discuss Asimov, since I recently read the
last Foundation effort.  Personally, I was on the edge of my seat.  Reading
of good old Hari Seldon on Trantor made my week.  Did anyone else like it?
Or not?  Why?

I'll respond with specifics when and if responses are posted.

Let the games begin.

Ryan C. Wallace
Lehigh University
Community Service Desk
110 Johnson Hall

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 07:31:34 GMT
From: lm@goanna.cs.rmit.oz.au (Luke Mewburn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

G.L.Eden@newcastle.ac.uk (G.L. Eden) writes:
> Me too.  And it could be a Culture one.  When I asked him what his next
>novel would be at a reading of Crow Road he said "Well I suppose it ought
>to be a Culture one".

It's called "Feersum Endjinn", non Culture Sci Fi. Described as "cross
between The Bridge, AaDB, and Walking on Glass." Due mid June in the UK
(extropolated from the fact that it's due as HC in July here in
Australia.).

I hope to get my hands on a proof in the next couple of weeks.  (Of course,
even if I do, I've still got my Automatic-Order for ``any Banks Hardcover I
don't have'' :)

Luke Mewburn
lm@rmit.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 03:18:25 GMT
From: steve_benson@mailgate.abare.gov.au (Stephen Benson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Iain Banks - Espedair St.

At last, a Banks novel with a happy ending! While this is a mainstream
novel its main character is certainly weird (pun intended). It's about a
burnt out rock star frittering away his days, contemplating suicide, but
finally finding happiness. It does have elements of his other novels, but
is much softer and feels a bit "light on". I'd rate it 6 out of 10 having
just finished re-reading Use of Weapons (9.5 out of 10).

I don't know if he's having a joke, but there's a reference to Glasgow as
the European City of Culture 1990. Can we expect Sma to crop up there one
day ;-).

Does anyone know if St. Jute's (Wykes Folly) really exists?

Stephen Benson
Systems Librarian
Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics Library
GPO Box 1563, Canberra ACT 2601
steve_benson@mailgate.abare.gov.au
benson@tyndale.apana.org.au (home)

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 09:01:29 GMT
From: paulk@arc.ug.eds.com (Paul Andrew King)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain Banks - Espedair St.

Stephen Benson (steve_benson@mailgate.abare.gov.au) wrote:
>At last, a Banks novel with a happy ending! While this is a mainstream
>novel its main character is certainly weird (pun intended). It's about a
>burnt out rock star frittering away his days, contemplating suicide, but
>finally finding happiness. It does have elements of his other novels, but
>is much softer and feels a bit "light on". I'd rate it 6 out of 10 having
>just finished re-reading Use of Weapons (9.5 out of 10).

Well _Espedair Street_ is one of my favourites (along with _Use of
Weapons_) If you want something a bit nastier, try _Complicity_ (also
mainstream).

>I don't know if he's having a joke, but there's a reference to Glasgow as
>the European City of Culture 1990. Can we expect Sma to crop up there one
>day ;-).

No joke, it really happened.

Paul K.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 03:14:17 GMT
From: sauron@eeserver.ee.nus.sg (Soh Kam Yung)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels

_Queen of Angels_ is one of Bear's lesser known works. I've read it and
found it marvelous. It has a 'cyberpunkish' feel to it, especially the
journey through the Country of the Mind, that I found 'digestable' and
comparable, if not better, then Pat Cadigan's (author of _Mindplayers_ and
_Synners_).

Too bad not many people have heard of it.

But I wouldn't recommend it to people who enjoyed _Eon_ and _Eternity_ and
expect more of the same thing. _Queen of Angels_ is an exploration novel of
multiple levels and types of conciousness that really needs concentration
to enjoy.

Soh Kam Yung
sauron@ee.nus.sg
engp3010@leonis.nus.sg

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 14:43:01 GMT
From: gamble@alc.com (Gayle Gamble)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels

goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) writes:
>Speaking for myself, I read about 100 pages of _Queen of Angels_, spoke
>Dorothy Heydt's Eight Deadly Words, and put it down. That's not something
>I do very often.

I'm currently trying to read this book. I started it back in December but
found more interesting stuff that leaped into my arms. So, I'm giving it a
second chance.

If I don't make through the first 100 pages THIS time, it goes in the
donation pile.

Gayle Gamble
gamble@alc.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 16:23:10 GMT
From: pjc@as03.bull.oz.au (Paul Carapetis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels : BEAR

Murray C Park <mpark@mpark.demon.co.uk> wrote:
>It's really quite an enjoyable book for those that have the patience to
>wade through all those silly chunks of gibberish.  Why he had to detract
>from an otherwise excellent book with this stylistic nonsense

I recently was in the enviable position of having some gift vouchers to
redeem at a large store here in Australia similar to Sears or Monkey Wards
(apologies :-) in the U.S. and thought, "What do I spend these on?".  Then
it came to me and I bought several books.  Until now I had not read any of
Greg Bear's works, but picked up _Queen of Angels_ on a whim.

Well, I started it a couple of days ago and have only read about 70 pages
in, but have already experienced these "silly chunks of gibberish".  I was
interested to learn from this chain that this is not his normal style - I
had wondered.  I too find them difficult reading but they seem to be
getting easier to assimilate as I go along.  I think this may be similar to
reading Gibson - you need to get your brain into "Gibson mode" and then his
books make better sense.

As a new Bear reader, what other of his books would you, the learned,
recommend?

Paul Carapetis

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 11:46:11 GMT
From: SMERCIER@ers.bitnet (Stephanie Mercier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: MZB's newest book

Re. Barbara Cormack's question:

MZB's latest book, _The Forest House_, is set in the same but earlier
universe as _Mists_, but the connections are somewhat tenuous.  It tells a
story about the cultural clash between Romans and Britons towards the end
of the Roman occupation.  There are common threads between the two books
(such as the relationship between the Druids and the Lady of the Lake) but
no characters in common.

It's a different sort of book than _Mists_, less overt magic, more
character development, but that's understandable since it lacks the array
of legendary characters that are present in _Mists_ (Arthur, Merlin,
Morgan).  I was a tad disappointed but still enjoyed reading it.

Stephanie Mercier
smercier@ers.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 23:47:51 GMT
From: mcmillan@sun.lclark.edu (Daniel McMillan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Brin books

I'm curious about the status or non-status of follow-ups to Brin's _Glory
Season_ and _The Uplift War_, or any other Brin projects on the horizon.

My wife and I are both hooked and need a Brin fix.

Dan
mcmillan@lclark.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 19:24:49 GMT
From: rdawson@sebastian.business.carleton.ca (Ron Dawson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Glen Cook and the Book of the South

A few days ago someone posted an article in which it was suggested that the
next book of the south will actually be some time after "Glittering Stone"
because certain parts of the book were lost in a fire.

For some reason, this does appeal to me.  I like trying to piece together
bits and pieces of the "larger picture" from fragments.  I think this is
what endears the Garrett books to me.  The main story-line is "fluff", but
it is fun to read the little snippets of the mood of the town and the
events in the war.  The world feels more alive because these events are
ongoing and largely independent of the stories, although they sometimes
interact.

A fire destroying part of the book of the south would work for me and heck,
if it gets Glen past any problems he is having with Glittering Stone, I'm
all for it.  I can see why he has been having problems.  It looks like
things are converging to something pretty apocalyptic which might be hard
to do well given all the "horrors" that we've already read in the Black
Company books.

Anyway, I'm all for a fire and piecing things together from fragments.
*chuckle* Of course, I'd still love to read Glittering Stone if Glen
continues down the original planned route.

Ron Dawson
rdawson@business.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 20:44:04 GMT
From: hohncho@uclink2.berkeley.edu (Dennis Hohn-Chong Cho)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook and the Book of the South

Ron Dawson <rdawson@sebastian.carleton.ca> wrote:
>A fire destroying part of the book of the south would work for me and
>heck, if it gets Glen past any problems he is having with Glittering
>Stone, I'm all for it.  I can see why he has been having problems.  It
>looks like things are converging to something pretty apocalyptic which
>might be hard to do well given all the "horrors" that we've already read
>in the Black Company books.

Ugh, I'd really really HATE it if Glen Cook bails on Glittering Stone and
does a different Black Company book.  I've been dying to find out what
happens to Croaker and Lady for, what, 3 years now?  These characters are
by far the most interesting in any of the Cook books I've read, and to have
the story skip a few years, or a few hundred years, would really disappoint
me.  Things were just getting interesting, too, with Lady getting her
powers back, and Croaker about to reunite with Lady when the river went
down.  And of course, the baby thing...

Do other people feel likewise?  Maybe if we all moan and complain a while,
someone will take notice and maybe persuade Glen Cook to write Glittering
Stone :) .

Hohn Cho

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 19:42:58 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

dbrowdy@access.digex.net (Dan Browdy) writes:
>Hi.  Does anyone else here think that Michael Crichton is the *worst*
>writer ever?  He insults your intelligence with stupid ideas that are
>supposed to be pretty neat, and you're supposed to say "WOW! He's darned
>good!"  I don't think he deserves as much hype as he's getting.  What do
>you think?

"Worst ever" is not justified, IMO.  He does come across as being rather
anti-intellectual, and the stupidity of his allegedly intelligent main
characters is just one facet of this (IMO).

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 00:16:58 GMT
From: rdippold@qualcomm.com (Ron "Asbestos" Dippold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

Well, he might be pretty bad, but there's one HELL of a lot of competition
for worst.  Pity the poor slush pile readers.

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 03:26:36 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

No, I do not think that Crichton is the '*worst*' writer ever.

Yes, I think he deserves his hype.  He's a writer who has spent many years
perfecting his craft for the public, and the public has bitten...

No, I didn't like _Jurassic Park_ (the book.)  I bought the hardcover when
it first came out because I was intrigued by the idea.  I *did* like his
previous novel, _Sphere_.  So I picked up JP and was not happy with the
writing.

My biggest problem: Crichton tells the reader all the neato secrets and
info before he tells the protagonists.  Therefore, we don't share their
surprise/anger, etc..  We just nod our heads sypathetically...  This really
irritated me.  I wanted to be just as surpised or awestruck as the
characters, but didn't really get the chance.  What the hell was Crichton
thinking?  Clearly, he did this on purpose, but since I don't read a lot of
popular fiction, I don't know if this simply a trend he's following or
what???

My second biggest problem: As a biologist (Genetics/Immunology) I wasn't
very happy with his technical details regarding the actual cloning of the
animals.  In fact, it was pretty goofy.  I would have been happier if he
had simply made it a 'top secret' kind of thing, the secret dying with the
fall of the Park itself.  His rationalization of using frog DNA to fill in
the gaps of lost Dino DNA was pointless from several viewpoints.  May have
sounded fine to 'normal' person, but to us biology-types he had to sound
like a whacked-out-wienerdog.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 07:25:21 GMT
From: knut.mork@admin.uio.no (Knut Mork)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Chip Delany's autobio - new edition?

hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty) wrote:
>*Publisher's Weekly* just reviewed it, saying that it has lots of explicit
>gay, s/m, and scatological content.  But I guess it doesn't have any
>science fiction in it, because they reviewed it in the mainstream section.

It isn't SF, no. Takes place, apparently, in modern-day Manhattan.

Another book to alert you to: _Hogg_ is coming out in short order from
Black Ice Books (by Delany). Black Ice is distributed by The Talman
Company; the publisher is Fiction Collective Two.

E-mail amerika@spot.colorado.edu for ordering information, etc.

Knut

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 20:44:50 GMT
From: lnwalker@undergrad.math.uwaterloo.ca (Lynn Walker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Is Philip K. Dick Dead?

Could anyone tell me if Philip K. Dick is dead?  I have recently started to
read his stuff, so I don't know too much about him.  I heard that there is
a Philip K. Dick Award, so I assume that he died.

Thank's, in advance, for any replies.

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 04:25:50 GMT
From: sct@cd.dsto.gov.au (Shaun Troedson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

scanfiel (scanfiel@navajo.ucs.indiana.edu) wrote:
>Elizabeth Rodgers <erodgers@whale.st.usm.edu> wrote:
>>I had no problem picking up what had transpired in between.]
>
>Personally, that was the problem I had with the Covenant series. Something
>is wrong if you can skip 2 1/2 books and not miss them.

That'd be hard. At least for the 1st series, each passage adds to the depth
of the characters, and it would be hard to understand the final resolution
(especially the laughing episode) without reading the rest of Covenant's
and the Land's development.

It's been a while since I've read TMOHD but I found it a bit boring and I
don't think I even finished it. I seem to remember the protagonist's
identity problem was shallow and unlikely, but as I said it's been a while
and maybe I'd have a different opinion now.

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 14:56:16 GMT
From: kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Pam Korda)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

sct@cd.dsto.gov.au (Shaun Troedson) writes:
>It's been a while since I've read TMOHD but I found it a bit boring and I
>don't think I even finished it. I seem to remember the protagonist's
>identity problem was shallow and unlikely,

They way I saw it, was that it was the mirror image (pun intended) of TC's
non-belief in his surroundings. TC believed he was real, but that his
surroundings were imaginary. The girl in _Mirror_ believed her surroundings
were real, but like to think that she wasn't - it allowed her to not accept
responsibility for her actions.

Pam Korda

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 23:49:20 GMT
From: seawasp@vm2.cis.pitt.edu (Sea Wasp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

strmbrgr@uclink2.berkeley.edu (Edmund Henry Wong) writes:
>Boy, this seems like a consensus or if not a pretty big minority did not
>start with TC.  For me, I was - I believe a freshman, no not even that! -
>in junior high school (cracking voice and all) when I was introduced to
>Donaldson.  A wise and sagacious senior told me to read Mordant's Need
>then later on read the 2nd TC series and all together skip the 1st TC.

   Well, I started with the first Thomas Covenant trilogy, then bought the
second trilogy in first edition hardback, then scarfed up Mordant's Need.

   My opinion was that he was getting progressively better through all 8
books (from Lord Foul's Bane to A Man Rides Through). It took me three
evenings to read the first trilogy. That was my first encounter with a book
that FORCED me to read it, even while I was saying to myself "I *hate* this
guy! What a loser! I'm going to stop reading this thing!  Why am I reading
it?". I couldn't STAND Covenant through the first two books, then gained a
grudging respect for him at the end. Slowly, however, over the years, I
came to the conclusion that in some ways Covenant is an excellent
representative of a true Hero, despite his flaws and the truly WRONG things
he does at various points.

   _Mordant's Need_ is one of my all-time favorite series. 

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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                  Gallun & Gemmell (3 msgs) & Gerrold &
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Date: 3 May 94 22:37:51 GMT
From: davis@wehi.edu.au
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen R. Donaldson?

csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams) writes:
>Chris W. Rea [UL] (cwrea@tuzo.erin) wrote:
>>And unlike other authors who try and follow a series with a sequel that
>>almost always never lives up to the original, the Second Chronicles
>>fulfil the vivid image and more than qualifies as a fantastic second (and
>>FINAL) series.
>
> Sorry to disappoint you, but there is scope for a third series.  SRD is
> not sure whether he'll write it or not, but he knows what it would be
> about and how it would link in. The more people ask him to write it the
> less likely he is to do so though.  So if you want it just sit and wait,
> and if you don't, write begging letters to him assking him to do it :-).

Well, I'm not sure about the last bit but the first is certainly true.
When speaking during a tour of Australia in 1983, SRD said that he had
originally planned for 10 books.  Two were combined and part removed to
form _The Illearth War_ and _Gildenfire_, leaving 9 planned books plus the
excerpt.  He also said that because he had been so drained by writing the
first two trilogies, the third chronicles would have to wait 10 or 20 years
to be written, but would be some day.  We are now entering that time frame
so let's keep our fingers crossed.

Ian Davis
davis@licre.ludwig.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 05:02:12 GMT
From: jdawley@moose.uvm.edu (Janice E. Dawley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

I have to put in my $.02 and say that I enjoyed BOTH series, but for very
different reasons. TC 1 and 2 were very dense and sometimes depressing
enough that I would lose interest for long periods of time (out of self
defense!). And I have to say that I found very few of the characters
admirable but I'm not hung up on "having someone to root for" - the
ambiguity of the characters made them more realistic. And the imagery was
incredible. Some of the places / concepts are still strongly with me, and
it's been over 10 years since I read the first series.
   Mordant's Need was a great quick read (even at over 1000 pages, I read
it in about 3 days).  At the time I was a little surprised to discover that
Donaldson even HAD a sense of humor. Thematically I thought it was
flyweight compared to the TC books, but I will be forever grateful for the
laughing fit that came over me somewhere around the collapse of the castle
ceiling, when they started shoving rocks into the giant slug's mirror - "It
appeared to be roaring with anger" or something like that. I cannot explain
why I thought it was so funny at the time, but I'll definitely give
Donaldson the credit.

Janice

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 07:16:57 GMT
From: rsm58307@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Ron)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: GAP books, whether to read

etlsagy@etlxd30.ericsson.se (Sandie.) writes:
>As for The_gap I'm still trying to make up my mind whether to read it or
>not.  I don't think I could face it if it was like TC but if its lighter
>and better written I'd probably give it a go.

It's definitely not light, though the writing isn't so vocabulary-abusing.
The first book was, if anything, 'harsher' than TC. Interesting ending
though. That leads into the second book, which delves into one of the most
fascinating alien races found in SF (Niven's puppeteers are better though,
I think). At least the protagonist isn't paralyzed by self doubt.  The
third book is like space-opera with a hard edge; I liked it a lot, and
things stopped being so HEAVY.

Ron
rm9410@meibm10.cen.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 07:17:49 GMT
From: rsm58307@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Ron)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: GAP & Covenant books

mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner) writes:
>Just to be the odd person out, I liked all of the Thomas Covenant novels,
>with _The Wounded Land_ probably my favorite.  The setting had a

I liked the Covenant novels a great deal as well, and found Mordant's Need
very boring (especially the first book). I guess part of the problem I had
with Mordant's Need is that I saw what the King was doing from the very
beginning, so it was for me mostly a desire to see if I was right. Ugh.

>I read the second Gap novel, but found Morn's suffering so overblown that
>I couldn't grasp it - I ended up emotionally numbed and

I found the first book to be the most difficult, almost like Melville's
Billy Budd in that it was all this discussion about almost no action.  Yet,
the end was so interesting I read the second book. The Amnion and the
crystal computer ideas both convinced me to read the third, and for that I
was very glad. The third book (? a dark and hungry god arises ?) is almost
space-opera-like in terms of the triumph the protagonists have, although
Donaldson retains the grittiness that I've come to expect from him (what I
like is his villains are SMART).

Ron
rm9410@meibm10.cen.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 17:57:53 GMT
From: phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org (Phil Verdieck (x246))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen R. Donaldson?

>Can anyone give me some opinions on Stephen R. Donaldson's work,
>particularly the Chronicles of Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever series?

Well, if you like fantasy that has main characters who have at least some
clue, don't bother with Donaldson.  Throughout the first book the main
character is bitching/moaning/depressed about his formerly pathetic life.
He is too stupid to realize he has been transported into a fantasy regime
and given special powers.  His mind is so far gone all he can continue to
concentrate on is his leprosy, which doesn't exist in the fantasy world.

At least, that was my impression about it - I couldn't finish the first
series.

I did however, read at 2 or 3 of the second series.  This was somewhat
better, he did appear to be more mentally in tuned with his fantasy
surroundings, powers, etc..

My suggestion is to go to the library to get the first book, then decide if
you want to actually pay money for it.

As a contrast, I did find his book of shorts interesting.

Philip Verdieck
phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 16:09:25 GMT
From: dougp@cs.mun.ca (Doug Pippy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Drake: No books

In the last year I have noticed the book stores in my area have stopped
bringing in David Drake books. I know that they aren't the best, but they
pass the time with relative excitement. Anyone know what happened to them?

Doug Pippy
St. John's, NFLD, Canada
dougp@garfield.cs.mun.ca

------------------------------

Date: 26 Apr 94 16:53:15 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan

bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris) writes:
>I liked "Seventh Sword" a bit better than "A Man of His Word".  Neither is
>my absolute favorite Duncan though.  Unfortunately, the title of the book
>I liked the best escapes my mind at the moment :-(.  Something along the
>lines of "Sharp Edge" or "Razor Edge" or "Cutting Edge" (?) - but that's
>not quite right.

It's even more wrong than I thought.  The book that I was thinking of was
not part of a series - "The Cutting Edge", however, is the sequel to "Man
of His Word".

Unfortunately, I still can't think of the title.  And I'm not sure how to
describe the plot without major spoilers.  Oh well.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 15:45:53 GMT
From: bell@rock.enet.dec.com (Shane L. Bell - So many books so little time)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Dave Duncan

   I liked both Seventh Sword and A Man of His Word.  Haven't started the
second Rap tetralogy (?) as I'm waiting uuntil I get all four books.  I
have a couple of his stand-alone books.  Shadow (I believe) is the title
which was a decent book and Reaver Road which was a good short tale.

Shane L. Bell
bell@rock.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 19:41:38 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Gallun

For those who would like more information about Raymond Z. Gallun as a
writer and a person I would recommend John J. Pierce's introduction to "The
Best of Raymond Z. Gallun" and Jeffrey Elliot's interview published in
Thrust #17 (Summer 1981). The last time I checked, back issues of Thrust
(later Quantum) were still available from Thrust Publications, 8217
Langport Terrace, Gaithersburg, MD 20977 USA.

**Disclaimer** I am not associated with the now-discontinued Quantum or 
               its publisher/editor Doug Fratz.

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 08:07:36 GMT
From: jonathan@comp.lancs.ac.uk (Mr J J Trevor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gemmell Fans?

berriman@cs.curtin.edu.au (Michael Berriman) writes:
>Correct me if I am wrong, and I haven't read it in a long time, but isn't
>Knights of Dark Renown a stones book as well?  I seem to recall the use of
>S'Stones and bloodstones in this book as well.  True, it is a standalone,
>but it also used the stones in my recollection.  It is also one of my
>least favorite of all Gemmell's books.

Well, sort of. The Shannow and Arthurian books where actually titled
Sipstrassi (or whatever the stones where called) books. I agree that
Knights had some of the stones in, but so does the Lion of Macedon and Dark
Prince (Aristotal has a "gold stone with black veins" which he uses to do
"magical" things).

Good point though. Are there others that I've not mentioned which have some
reference to the stones in them? I've vague memories of one of the Drenai
having some it but I may be imagining things (Druss the Legend, Quest for
Lost Heroes?)

Jonathan
Department of Computing
Lancaster University
Lancaster, Lancs., U.K.
jonathan@comp.lancs.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 08:04:27 GMT
From: jonathan@comp.lancs.ac.uk (Mr J J Trevor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gemmell Fans?

hohncho@uclink2.berkeley.edu (Dennis Hohn-Chong Cho) writes:
>BTW, here's my pet theory about the Drenai world.  Notice how the 
>Asian-like Nadir are to the north of the European-seeming Drenai.  Notice 
>also how the black-skinned people from Kataskicana's land are far to the 
>east.  Finally, notice how the Muslim-similar Sathuli are a bit to the 
>Northeast area, near Dros Delnoch.  It seems that if you rotate the Earth 
>a quarter turn to the left (with Europe as the center), you'd get the 
>previously eastern Asia to the North, the previously southern Africa to 
>the east, and the previously southeastern Middle East to the northeast.  
>This would explain the current geography of the Drenai world, as well as 
>the location of the various cultures.  One thing I'd always wanted to see 
>was a full-size _map_ of the Drenai world <sigh> .  This Earth rotation 
>theory would also be in keeping with Aulin's (from _The King Beyond the 
>Gate_) information about the ice age, and the Earth wobbling off of its 
>axis...

Sounds right to me. Do the ice-caps remain in the same place though? If so
wouldn't the relative climates effect how these cultures evolved, and
therefore, would the Asian-like Nadir actually remain Asian like or become
something else?

BTW does anyone know what the new few Gemmell books will be about?

As someone has already pointed out "Druss the Legend" seemed only to be the
first of his chronicles (I think it ended with "And here ends the first
chronicles of Druss the Legend"). There is also the sequel(s) to Quest for
Lost Heroes. Now that/they will be interesting books with the two brothers.

Also, since I'm here *8-), was anyone else slightly disappointed in the
Dark Prince? I thought it was a bit of a "bitty" (!) book with Alexander
growing up. I thought he could have ended it about a third of the way
through and not have lost anything. Don't get me wrong, I did enjoy the
book, it just didn't have the usual flowing style (just one more chapter
syndrome) that I normally associate with his books. 

Jonathan 
Department of Computing
Lancaster University
Lancaster, Lancs., U.K.
jonathan@comp.lancs.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 06:07:13 GMT
From: berriman@cs.curtin.edu.au (Michael Berriman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Gemmell

>The thing that makes Gemmell's books so enjoyable for me is that his
>heroes are not the holier-than-thou, innocent-turns-god/expert, or
>snivelling-I-don't-want-to-do-this heroes that everybody else seems to be
>writing about. His heroes are more real. Like the people who end up being
>heroes in real life wars. Forced into the situation and just trying to
>save their own neck at first, or doing one kind action, then ending up
>doing more than they bargained for.

My thoughts exactly.  His heroes aren't so much heroes because they are so
absolutely legendary that they cannot be beaten.  They are heroes because
   a) they had no choice
   b) Their attitude made them heroes.
The only hero who was unbeatable was Decado in KBtG, but he hated the idea.
It is their spirit that separates Gemmell's heroes from the others, and in
doing so makes them so much more memorable.  I don't know if this explained
anything, but that is my thoughts on Gemmell's heroes, who, to my way of
thinking, are a lot more real than most heroes in fantasy.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 08:54:37 GMT
From: dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de (Ludwig Dickmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gerrold: H.A.R.L.I.E. sequel?

I have heard rumours about a sequel to _When H.A.R.L.I.E. was one_ by David
Gerrold. Can anybody confirm and give the title, or deny?  Thanks a lot.

Ludwig Dickmann
Student der Computerlinguistik
Universit"at des Saarlandes
Finkenstr.3, 66125 Dudweiler
dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 08:54:27 GMT
From: cc697@cleveland.freenet.edu (Eric Oppen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Heinlein's Unwritten Stories---Outlines Extant?

In the afterbook material in _Revolt in 2100_, Robert Heinlein mentioned
that he had come up with some more stories that fit into the "Future
History" series, but that he would probably never write them.  The titles
that stuck in my mind were "The Sound of his Wings" (the rise of Nehemiah
Scudder) and "The Stone Pillow" (the underground movement against the
Prophets.)

I always regretted that he didn't write these stories... I wonder if the
outlines and notes are still extant, and if so, whether Virginia Heinlein
would be willing to license them for posthumous collaboration?  I can think
of some BIG names in the field that would jump at the chance, and could do
Heinlein' s stories justice... Jerry Pournelle, just for starters.

As a matter of fact, I think it would be neat if Mrs. Heinlein would
license the period between the rise of Nehemiah Scudder and "--If This Goes
On" for a shared-world anthology.  She could do the "bible" on background
and stuff like that, and then turn SF's best loose in there.  Kind of like
Larry Niven and his Man-Kzin War shared universe books.

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 15:01:05 GMT
From: marcysfc@aol.com (MarcySFC)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein' Sunset

Overall, I enjoyed TSBTS, but I mostly ignore the #OTB parts when I reread
it.  One thing that I have always wondered about...and I 'd love to hear
some opinions... what do you think RAH was trying to say in the section
that concerns Maureen's two "problem children"...and her ultimate failure
to make them see the light? By this I mean the part where the two children
that ended up staying with Brian in the divorce return to Maureen. She trys
to help them, but ends up giving them back to Brian as "incorrigibles".  I
can never decide between the following:

1) RAH is showing us that even Maureen can fail as a parent
2) RAH is making a comment on the evils of drugs and careless sex
3) RAH is saying that what we teach our kids when they are very young is
what will stick with them for life.
4) RAH is showing us that Brian was never really part of the Smith
parenting team... that it was really only Maureen who raised such a "well
behaved" set of kids and without her influence they would turn out as "bad
seeds"

What's anyone else think?

Marcy Morelli

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 21:33:32 GMT
From: mcharsley@cix.compulink.co.uk (Mark Charsley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hubbard

> Has anybody out there read the novel by Mr. Scientology R.L. Hubbard
> 'Battlefield Earth'?

Yes, and I'm still recovering a year on...
 
> If so do they know if there is a movie of the same name or which has
> beenadapted from the novel?

I've heard no plans for a film, but there was a musical made and released 
on LP and tape. It is possibly the only thing in the universe more 
unpleasant than the original book.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 20:34:00 GMT
From: CHAPMAN@uhccmvs.uhcc.hawaii.edu (Kalani Chapman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Battlefield Earth

Yes, I read Battlefield Earth by Hubbard, and in my paperback there was a
card that said "Soon to be a major motion picture." I don't think they ever
made one, though. And if they did, it'd have to be about twenty hours long
to be anything like the novel.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	 Books - Heinlein & Jablokov & Jordan & Kapp & Kirstein &
                 Lackey (3 msgs) & Niven (2 msgs) & Saberhagen & 
                 Stasheff (2 msgs) & Vance (3 msgs) & Waters

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 16:51:51 GMT
From: djdaneh@pbhyc.pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein's Unwritten Stories---Outlines Extant?

cc697@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Eric Oppen) writes:
>In the afterbook material in _Revolt in 2100_, Robert Heinlein mentioned
>that he had come up with some more stories that fit into the "Future
>History" series. . .
>
>I always regretted that he didn't write these stories... I wonder if the
>outlines and notes are still extant, and if so, whether Virginia Heinlein
>would be willing to license them for posthumous collaboration?

I sincerely doubt it.  The widow Heinlein is, God be thanked, reasonably
well-off financially, due to her late husband's success in his last years
which managed to outstrip his medical bills.  Therefore, there is no need
for her to do such a thing.

Nor is there any impetus from the direction of Heinlein's wishes.  He made
it clear in the note, "Concerning Stories Never Written," that he did not
wish or intend to write these stories; if we have any respect for his
talent and his mind, we must presume he had good reasons for this.
(Indeed, I believe he offers such a reason when he says "it's no fun when
the bad guys win," which they inevitably must in these stories.)

I grant that a stunningly good story could be done around the rise of
Scudder - *IF* one took Scudder's own point-of-view, portraying him not as
"the bad guys" but as a sincere reformer; all the while keeping the reader
ironically aware of what the ultimate results of those reforms will be.

But such a story would *not* be a Heinlein story in any sense, and it would
be better for a writer wanting to do this to create his own reformer, and
use an updated background.

Such a story would fall under the "what if?" category of Heinlein's
tripartite division of SF ("What if?" "Why not?" and "If this goes on--,"
the last actually becoming the title of the story in which Scudder's heirs
are overthrown.)  The "what-if" question might most succinctly be asked as
follows: "Supposing an evangelist of the Pat Robertson/Jerry Falwell stripe
actually came to power?"

But, as I said, for the story to actually be *interesting*, you would have
to make the further presumption that the particular evangelist in question
was a sincere and honest man, as opposed to facists like Falwell and
Robertson.  The problem is, such sincere, honest evangelists (Billy Graham
comes to mind) almost never seek any kind of political power; one would
have to create a personality who could convincingly fill both niches.

It's a challenge.

Hmmmmmm...

>I can think of some BIG names in the field that would jump at the chance,
>and could do Heinlein' s stories justice... Jerry Pournelle, just for
>starters.

Jerry Pournelle?  Do Heinlein's stories justice?  Well, if you regard the
court of Judge Lynch as a form of justice, I suppose so... Pournelle isn't
the worst SF writer unhung by a long shot, but he's completely unfit to
polish Heinlein's gravestone.

Generally speaking, I would imagine that no writer who could be trusted
with the job would "jump at the chance;" they would, correctly, regard this
as a particularly disgusting form of literary necrophilia, and refuse to
have anything to do with it.

>As a matter of fact, I think it would be neat if Mrs. Heinlein would
>license the period between the rise of Nehemiah Scudder and "--If This
>Goes On" for a shared-world anthology.  She could do the "bible" on
>background and stuff like that, and then turn SF's best loose in there.
>Kind of like Larry Niven and his Man-Kzin War shared universe books.

It would not be "neat."  It would be the worst thing to happen to SF since
Heinlein's actual death: it would be like killing him all over again.  It
would not be a "tribute," but a travesty; not an encomium but an enema; not
an homage but an offense.

Shared world anthologies, and I speak as someone who has worked in such a
world, and may well choose to do so in the future, are extremely limiting
at best.  When the work of a dead writer is posthumously opened to
"collaboration" without anything in the decedent's will or other papers to
indicate that this would be O.K., it's simply indecent.

Dan'l

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 22:35:00 GMT
From: ken.green@bgbbs.com (Ken Green)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JABLOKOV: Nimbus, is

   _Nimbus_ is scifi and mystery combined. It's not a favorite of mine but
worth reading if you like the cyperpunk type of novel. To me the characters
were interesting but to much of the high (unbelievable) tech. What did you
like about _Carving the Sky_. I am curious because I haven't read this one
yet.

Ken Green
ken.green@bgbs.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 06:32:23 GMT
From: daberg@leland.stanford.edu (David A Bergman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JORDAN: New Books

Locus just said that RJ sold two new books to Tor.

Is this good news or bad news?

On another note, someone on another service said that Lord of Chaos is
available in a $200 deluxe edition. I am very close to positive that this
is wrong, but I would like to quote an authority. I think I saw a Tor
editor around here somewhere. Could he please confirm that no edition of
the Lord of Chaos is out. (Has RJ even turned it in yet?)

Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 18:37:47 GMT
From: smiller3@msmail2.hac.com (Stephen Miller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Colin Kapp's 4th Cageworld book????

The title says most of it.  In the early '80s Daw published three books by
Colin Kapp in the Cageworld series.  A fourth was promised, but I've never
seen it.  The three original titles were "Search For The Sun" (Cageworld
1), "The Lost Worlds of Cronus" (Cageworld 2), and "The Tyrant of Hades"
(Cageworld 3).  The fourth title was to have been "Star Seach" and was
promised in July of 1984.

Did I just miss it, or did DAW just give up on it?  I don't know anything
about Kapp, except that he did write a few other books.  These particular
books were not literary classics, but the theme was pretty audacious.  In
some distant future the Sol system has become a set of concentric Dyson
Spheres and the heros are on some sort of quest through them.  Its been
several years since I read them, but now that I've started this I think
I'll have to reread them.

Any info would be appreciated, thanks in advance. 

Steve Miller
smiller@catarina.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 03:46:18 GMT
From: paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rosemary K.

Christian Gadeken <gadeken@pistachio.cns.udel.edu> wrote:
>This has nothing to do with anything in the Newsletter, but when is the
>next book in Rosemary Kirstein's _Steerswoman_ series coming out?

Don't know, but _The Steerswoman_ was copyright 1989, and _The Outskirter's
Secret_ 1992.  As a side note, I ran across a new copy of _The Steerswoman_
last week at the Border's Bookshop in Framingham, MA, if anyone is looking
for a copy to read (or hoard).

Samuel Paik
Digital Equipment Corporation
3D Device Support
paik@mlo.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 19:45:09 GMT
From: boo@sage.cc.purdue.edu (elaine bough)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: Best series

jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford) writes:
>jkarr@uvphys.phys.uvic.ca writes:
>>I think the _Last Herald Mage_ is her best series, with Vows and Honour
>>next, then Winds (The two I've read), and with the Heralds of Valdemar
>>being a good first effort, and readable, if a bit amaturish.  I found
>
>Hmm. I had one or two problems with the first Winds book..  mostly changes
>in characterisation I found hard to believe.
>
>*SPOILERS AHEAD*
>
>..For example, Elspeth, as a responsible herald and heir, and the only
>available potential mage, ignores her duty to Valdemar, and wanders off at
>random instead of going to an available tutor - thus putting the whole
>damn kingdom at risk because she doesn't like being told what to do?
 
I think that if she's to be a responsible Herald and Heir she should be
allowed to think and make choices for herself.  What respectable Monarch
would let their Companion do their thinking for them?  Gwenna was being a
manipulator whether she saw her intentions as being for the good of Her
Chosen, or not, and even Yfandes gave her a stiff talking to for that.
Thinking for herself and going her own way was just a way to show the blood
of Vanyel coming through.  And besides, didn't she find a better teacher
for what was needed on her own instead of letting herself be handed to
someone else on a silver platter?  This is just my opinion....

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 20:33:38 GMT
From: gthistle@uclink.berkeley.edu (Sharon Kim Goetz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey

Paula Berman <u5x58@lfht1.hso.link.com> wrote:
>Anyone looking for Lackey fans should have no trouble, since several of
>her books give info about joining her fanclub. (Something-or-other of the
>Queen, I think.)

Yes.  Queen's Own, isn't it?

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 12:43:56 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: Best series *SPOILERS* for Winds 1

boo@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Elaine Bough) writes:
>>..For example, Elspeth, as a responsible herald and heir, and the only
>>available potential mage, ignores her duty to Valdemar, and wanders off
>>at random instead of going to an available tutor - thus putting the whole
>>damn kingdom at risk because she doesn't like being told what to do?
>
>I think that if she's to be a responsible Herald and Heir she should be
>allowed to think and make choices for herself.

True; but as either herald _or_ heir, this freedom is subordinated to the
needs of the kingdom. For example, heralds don't just ignore their orders
without a very good reason. As far as I can remember, Elspeth's was the
feeble "I don't like being told what to do" instead of the heraldic nudge
:-) "I just had to do this", and came a lot closer to "I won't go to an
ally for vital training, I'll just wander off at random, I don't know if
I'll find anything useful - so what if the kingdom goes under because of
it, my independence is more important". I just find it hard to believe that
anyone would be that airheaded.

>What respectable Monarch would let their Companion do their thinking for
>them?

What respectable herald would ignore the advice of their Companion?
Especially when there wasn't a known alternative?

>Gwenna was being a manipulator whether she saw her intentions as being for
>the good of Her Chosen or not, and even Yfandes gave her a stiff talking
>to for that.  Thinking for herself and going her own way was just a way to
>show the blood of Vanyel coming through.

I'd agree if it weren't for the fact that at the time, she didn't have a
sensible alternative...

>And besides, didn't she find a better teacher for what was needed on her
>own instead of letting herself be handed to someone else on a silver
>platter?  This is just my opinion....

Yes, the end result was probably better but the point is, she didn't know
it at the time. Although the story could easily have been changed slightly
to make her decision more justifiable, the Vanyel influence for example, as
I remember it, it actually comes across as a spoiled brat rebelling simply
because she's being told what to do, and not because there's anything
actually wrong with the plan, or any known viable alternative. And we're
asked to believe that a herald and heir, used to obeying orders and
protocol and putting the kingdom ahead of personal welfare would, in a
desperate survival-of-the-kingdom situation, discard a reasonable solution,
not because she has a better one, not because she feels that doing
something else is better even if she can't explain why but, merely because
she's annoyed at being led?

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 01:50:35 GMT
From: timk@iglou.com (Timothy Klevar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Son-of-CHMEE??

I have been getting some indications that there is lurking out there
somewhere perhaps a third installment of the Ringworld series.  Basic plot
is that Son-of-Chmee and someone return to the Ringworld to do something or
other.  Any help?  Is there really such a thing or have I been too long
without boosterspice?

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 04:10:00 GMT
From: max@alcyone.darkside.com (Erik Max Francis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven's The Integral Trees

petev@gdstech.grumman.com (Peter Venetoklis) writes:
> Just finished _The Integral Trees_.  Enjoyed it, but was not thrilled.
> Can anyone tell me how the sequel, _The Smoke ring_ compares?

I think that if you were not impressed by _The Integral Trees_, you
definitely would not be impressed by _The Smoke Ring_.  I enjoyed _The
Integral Trees_, but found _The Smoke Ring_ quite boring.

Erik Max Francis
1070 Oakmont Dr. #1
San Jose, CA  95117
...!uuwest!alcyone!max max@alcyone.darkside.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 08:49:43 GMT
From: cc697@cleveland.freenet.edu (Eric Oppen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Saberhagen's Berserker books

Has anybody else out there read these stories and books?  I have a theory
that Saberhagen wanted to write war stories, but wanted to put in an enemy
that nobody, nobody at all, could love.  I mean, a lot of Star Trek types
like the Klingons and Romulans, there are even fans of the Ferengi, and the
"Mirror Mirror" universe has its devotees (including yours truly!) but the
Berserkers are enemies that everybody, from Mohandas Gandhi to Jerry
Pournelle, could agree NEEDED TO BE FOUGHT.

However, I find Saberhagen's background human cultures unconvincing at
best.  In the face of this kind of a threat, humans would probably hang
together out of necessity, if nothing else.  An empire like the ones
Pournelle writes about would be more probable.

It would be interesting to have an enemy that everybody agreed needed to be
destroyed...think of Joan Baez singing pro-war songs, just for starters!

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 11:28:51 GMT
From: ah447@freenet.carleton.ca (Victor W. Wong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sequel to Oathbound Wizard?

Does anyone know if Christopher Stasheff's sequel to The Oathbound Wizard
(featuring a friend of Matt Mantrell) is already released?

Victor Wong
ah447@freenet.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 06:09:09 GMT
From: robertaw@halcyon.com (Robert A. Woodward)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sequel to Oathbound Wizard?

Witch Doctor has been out in hardcover for several months.

rawoodward@aol.com
robertaw@halycon.com
cjpw69a@prodigy.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 07:55:20 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance: heard of him?

dstone@phoenix.cs.uga.edu (David Stone) writes:
>BTW, can anyone tell me whether or not Michael Shea's _A Quest for
>Symbillis_ is worth reading?  I have a copy, but haven't really felt like
>reading it since I found out that Vance supplanted it when he wrote CS.

"Simbilis". Yes, it's worth reading. It's *not* something Vance would've
written (it mutates about halfway into Shea's demon-underworlds cosmology
from Nifft the Lean) but it is worth reading, I think.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 07:51:34 GMT
From: dfp@cs.mu.oz.au (Doug Palmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance

bill@moonmoth.demon.co.uk (Bill Welch) writes:
>> It sticks in my mind as something where, for once, Vance hasn't got a
>> good name for something. "Bungle Boys" sounds rather pedestrian.
>
>That's interesting, because I recall thinking how well Vance had named
>things in that book.  The names seemed to hang together as though they did
>come all from the same culture.  "Whippety" Ned Ticket and his Bungle Boys
>...  Tintle's Shade ...  and so on.

Tastes vary, even in naming. Generally, I like Vance's ability to provide
almost-real names; names that generally fit without actually meaning
anything directly. Alliteration and poor rhythm spoils that, to a certain
extent.  Although, in context, I suppose that I should expect no better
naming skills from those conducting a sordid commercial venture. (I've
always wanted to say "sordid".)

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 20:44:07 GMT
From: unix1!sullivan@uunet.uu.net (Steven Sullivan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jack Vance's Throy

So, what's the word on THROY?  I just finished it and was underwhelmed.
But then, I found the other two books rather weak too.

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 10:46:54 GMT
From: paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Waters: Changing Fate

Dani Zweig <dani@netcom.com> wrote:
>Elizabeth Waters's "Changing Fate" is enjoyable fluff.  Lady Acila is the
>wish-fulfillment protagonist - bright, capable, a priestess of an
>undemanding religion, an occasional spellcaster, and a shapechanger.

I was disappointed by this novel length expansion.  The original short
short was a neat idea, written up quite well.  The novel was rather
predictable, with a jumble of not so well integrated plot elements tossed
in.

BTW, does anyone know when the next S&S collection is coming out?

Samuel Paik
Digital Equipment Corporation
3D Device Support
paik@mlo.dec.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Asimov (2 msgs) & Banks & Bear (2 msgs) & Blaine &
                     Bradley (2 msgs) & Brust & Bury (2 msgs) & Clarke &
                     Cook (2 msgs) & Crichton (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 17:34:56 GMT
From: tomb@tfs.com (Baloo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Asimov (spoilers)

Ryan C Wallace (rcw2@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu) wrote:
>I thought it would be good to discuss Asimov, since I recently read the
>last Foundation effort.  Personally, I was on the edge of my seat.
>reading of good old Hari Seldon on Trantor made my week.  Did anyone else
>like it?  Or not?  Why?

Loved the the first three.  (My favorite all time science fiction) But, I
thought he had lost his edge, when he wrote 'robots and Empire'.
Foundation's Edge was pretty good except he tried to wrap all science
fiction themes into one.  Unfortunately, he never finished the story and we
will never know who has been stealing the books from the library and we
will the next empire established.

I liked seeing Hari again.  But I suspect the stories had a little outside
help.

Tom

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 02:41:22 GMT
From: jseaver@bigwpi.wpi.edu (Jason John Seaver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Asimov (spoilers)

Ryan C Wallace <rcw2@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu> wrote:
>I thought it would be good to discuss Asimov, since I recently read the
>last Foundation effort.  Personally, I was on the edge of my seat.
>Reading of good old Hari Seldon on Trantor made my week.  Did anyone else
>like it?  Or not?  Why?

   I liked it; although the fourth segment was much weaker.  The previous
three had actual surprises, a rarity in later Asimov.  However, what I
really liked was that they were thinly disguised Darius Just stories.  DJ
was a character he was going to do a series of mystery novels on in the
'70s, but the publishers demanded more Foundation novels.  Irony is neat.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 21:50:58 GMT
From: stefano@cfaitamp2.harvard.edu (Stefano Tine')
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

Well, I don't know about Use of Weapons but I read Consider Phlebas and it
was thoroughly disappointing.

The scenario was ok, but the story itself was dull: very few ideas (and
some really out of contest like the man-eater: exactly why is everyone
obsessed with gratuitous cruelty in this country? I mean, grueful
descriptions like that sometimes fit, like in J.Vance novels, sometimes
not) and very obnoxious characters including the protagonist. That book
should have been a short story.

Just my humble opinion.
    
Stefano

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 11:11:21 GMT
From: scgk@dcs.ed.ac.uk (Simon Kinahan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels

stevegr@sugar.NeoSoft.COM (Steven Greenland) writes:
>One person's stylistic nonsense is another's brain food. I think QoA is
>Bear's triumph, so far. (except maybe for Blood Music).

Did you really think all the nearly-nonsense was necessary ? I think he
could have done the same thing with much clearer writing.

Simon Kinahan
scgk@dcs.ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 03:50:52 GMT
From: stevegr@sugar.neosoft.com (Steven Greenland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels

Simon Kinahan <scgk@dcs.ed.ac.uk> wrote:
>Did you really think all the nearly-nonsense was necessary ? I think he
>could have done the same thing ith much clearer writing.

Well, I just took a (really) quick thumb-through of _Queen of Angels_, and
I honestly didn't see anything that looked like near-nonsense.

If you mean the general writing style, I would argue that it is sometimes
difficult, with complex sentence structures, but certainly not nonsense.  I
don't mind having to occasionly re-read a sentence (or paragraph, or page)
to understand it. For me, that style is a part of the book, and reducing it
to simple declaritive sentences would reduce my enjoyment. It's fiction,
not a user's manual. If you want simple, go read Allen Steele.

If you mean Martin and Carol's journey through Goldsmith's "country of the
mind" then I would argue that that section is an attempt to describe a
surreal journey through somebody else's imagination, and that it wasn't
clear to Martin and Carol, and is probably not _intended_ to be clear to
the reader, thus letting the reader experience the journey, rather than
just reading about it.

If you mean some other specific section or attribute of the book, please
point it out, not necessarily so I can refute it, but just so I can
understand what you're talking about.

Steve Greenland
stevegr@neosoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 14:46:18 GMT
From: michaelb@sunrise.cse.fau.edu (Michael Rogero Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Rick Brant Science Adventure Series Index

Rick Brant Science Adventures by John Blaine (Hal Goodwin & P.J. Harkins)

  1947-68

 1. The Rockets Shadow (1947)
 2. The Lost City (1947)
 3. Sea Gold (1947)
 4. 100 Fathoms Down (1947)
 5. The Whispering Box Murder (1948)
 6. The Phantom Shark (1949)
 7. Smuggler's Reef (1950)
 8. The Caves of Fear (1951)
 9. Stairway to Danger (1952)
10. The Golden Skull (1954) 
11. The Wailing Octopus (1956)
12. The Electronic Mind Reader (1957)
13. The Scarlet Lake Mystery (1958)
14. The Pirates of Shem (1958)
15. The Blue Ghost Mystery (1960)
16. The Egyptian Cat Mystery (1961)
17. The Flaming Mountain (1962)
18. The Flying Stingaree (1963)
19. The Red Ruby Mystery (1964)
20. The Veiled Raider (1965)
21. Rocket Jumper (1966)
22. The Deadly Dutchman (1967)
23. Danger Below (1968)
24.  ??         [published by a small press in limited quantities]
    Rick Brant's Science Projects

Note: Published by Grossett & Dunlop.  Originally published as red
hardbacks with dustjackets, later editions/reprints went to more familiar
full cover hardbacks with cover art and gray spine & back.  They were still
available into the early 70s.  Unsure if this series a product of the
Statemeyer Syndicate The last book (#24) was published in the 80s by a
small specialty press.

Michael Rogero Brown
IBM, Boca Raton
michaelb@sol.cse.fau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 00:27:52 GMT
From: ez006050@chip.ucdavis.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Forest House by Bradley.

I notice this "pre-quel" to _The Mists of Avalon_ (one of my all time
favorite novels) has been out for a while in hardback.  Anyone checked it
out and have an opinion about it's worth?  Thanks.

Wade
ez006050@chip.ucd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 01:07:10 GMT
From: ggurman@cory.eecs.berkeley.edu (Gail Gurman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: MZ Bradley's new book

CORMACBW@slscva (Barbara Cormack) writes:
>A while back people were discussing Arthurian novels - one of my
>favorites!  I was wondering if anyone had read Marion Zimmer Bradley's new
>book.  I think it is called _The House in the Woods_ (or something close
>to that).  I'd heard it was to be a prequel to Mists of Avalon but when I
>read the blurbs on the hardcover, I wasn't so sure.

It's _The Forest House_ (you were sort of close). I'm waiting for it to
come out in paperback.

Gail

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 14:06:23 GMT
From: newton@indial1.io.com (Thomas Newton Bagwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust:Phoenix Guard and Brokedown Palace

This may well have been mentioned before and I missed it but, has anyone
remarked on how some of the events in 'The Phoenix Guards' (specifically
Khavren's meeting with Cristofenarr) are recounted as legend in the
prologue of 'Brokedown Palace'?  Mention of "...the great Faerie Lord
Kav..." the "...sword filled with the magic of Faerie..." (interesting
interpretation of Morganti...), etc.

I had totally forgotten about it when I sat down to read Brokedown Palace
again after finishing The Phoenix Guard (again).  I read the prologue and
said...waitaminute..  That's a real enjoyable feeling, to re-read a book
you've had a long time and find such an obvious retelling of an event from
a new novel and find the book shifted into a whole new perspective.

It definitely places the events in Brokedown Palace at the same time as the
Jhereg books, since the home Fenarr went back to build was specifically
given as happening 1,000 years ago.

Anyway, sorry if I was restating previous observations, but it was new to
me...

Tom Bagwell

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 18:49:21 GMT
From: librik@cory.eecs.berkeley.edu (David Librik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Bury = Neal Stephenson

knott@kits.sfu.ca (David Knott) writes:
>I have been told that Neal Stephenson has written a new book called
>_Interface_ under the pseudonym of Stephen Bury. I just saw the book in
>the book store and was wondering if I should buy it. Does anyone have an
>opinion on how good _Interface_ is? Is it as good as _Snow Crash_, for
>instance?

It's far more of a straight-ahead thriller, though still very witty and
full of philosophical implications and social commentary.  Rather like
_Zodiac_ after _The Big U_.  It's a very fun book which I'd especially
recommend to Illinoisans...  having carved up the U of I in _TBU_ he's now
starting in on the rest of downstate.

David Librik
librik@cs.Berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 18:03:23 GMT
From: jeremy@gallant.apple.com (Jeremy j. b. nguyen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen Bury = Neal Stephenson

knott@kits.sfu.ca (David Knott) writes:
>I have been told that Neal Stephenson has written a new book called
>_Interface_ under the pseudonym of Stephen Bury.

That is partially accurate.  The book was coauthored with Stephenson's
uncle.

>Does anyone have an opinion on how good _Interface_ is?  Is it as good as
>_Snow Crash_, for instance?

I liked it a lot.  The sense of humor is in fact pretty similar to that
exhibited in _Snow Crash_, but the domain of the book is very different.
_Interface_ is about our political system - don't let that dissuade you
from reading it; it's very entertaining and engrossing, well-written and
funny.

The plot centers on a politician who ends up being implanted with
experimental biochips which are capable of relaying information directly
into his brain.  He becomes extremely responsive to the second-to-second
emotions of his audience thanks to a sophisticated polling system, and all
this helps make him a very persuasive presidential candidate...

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 21:07:41 GMT
From: mburtona@cix.compulink.co.uk ("Mike Burton")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rendezvous With Rama, Rama II, Garden of Rama, Rama Revealed

I've read the entire series. You're welcome to mail me. I enjoyed them,
though I think G Lee has low opinion of humanity. When humanity is returned
to the Garden of Eden, in Garden of Rama, some humans behave well, some
appallingly. I don't think this would happen. I think that taking the
economic and environmental pressures off people would bring out the best in
the majority of us.

The sequels to the first book seem to be more Lee than Clarke, but despite
this I would recommend them to anyone who likes Clarke's fiction.

Mike_Burton
mburtona@cix.compulink.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 23:50:19 GMT
From: rdawson@sebastian.business.carleton.ca (Ron Dawson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook and the Book of the South

   The Black Company is still one of my favorite fantasy series, but I
don't have a problem with Glen "skipping" over Croaker and Lady's reunion
because of the fire.  I really like unorthodox (for the fantasy genre
anyway) methods of storytelling.  I think this is partly why I preferred
the Dread Empire over the Black Company.  Glen was a bit less straight
forward with chapters flipping back and forth to different time periods.
You could be half way through a book before you figure out why every third
chapter was set several hundred years in the past.

   Similarly, reading the final chapter of Croaker and Lady through
fragments would be an interesting departure.  The only concern may be that
it may be stylistically inconsistent with the rest of the series.  Still..
why not?

   I really think Glen has been having some problems with the book of the
south.  The second book of the south relied very heavily on a historical
cult from the Indian sub-continent.  A similar portrayal is in the movie
"The Deceivers" if anyone is interested.  I think Glen transplanted a
historical setting almost verbatim into the Black Company world.  Is this a
problem?  Well.. I enjoyed the book, but it was very distracting reading
how identical the cult was to what I was already partly familiar with from
our own world history.  I couldn't help but wonder if Glen was running out
of ideas for the Black Company.

   If Glen is having difficulty writing a detailed account of the big
"whatever" in Glittering Stone, I would much rather have him try an
experimental approach where the story is told through fragments than to
graft together an unsatisfactory finale to this story-line.

   I want to read more of Glen's writing, whatever it takes for him to get
back in the groove.  I'd also hope that he enjoys what he writes and from
the sounds of this rumour (it is still a rumour) he is thinking of playing
with his more interesting non-linear story telling techniques, something
which I suspect he enjoys as much as I enjoy reading.

   Anyway.. just my opinions and rambles.  

Ron Dawson
rdawson@business.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 13:46:36 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook and the Book of the South

jkm2@Ra.MsState.Edu (Joseph K Mcallister) writes:
>Ok, one more time.
>
>Glen hasn't been writing due to a job change, not out of attachment to
>croaker.
>
>The Burned book fragments rumor may be false.
>
>Glittering Stone is in the works, and may be released this year.

Ahem.  I certainly hope Glen is writing GLITTERING STONE, but even if he
finishes it and sends it to us in 1994, it won't get published until 1995.
Not that we won't publish it ASAP.  But still.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 02:28:28 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

Dan Browdy <dbrowdy@access.digex.net> wrote:
>Does anyone else here think that Michael Crichton is the *worst* writer
>ever?  He insults your intelligence with stupid ideas that are supposed to
>be pretty neat, and you're supposed to say "WOW! He's darned good!"  I
>don't think he deserves as much hype as he's getting.  What do you think?

There was some discussion a while ago after "Jurassic Park" came out.  The
consensus seemed to be (from my point of view, anyway) that Crichton is
very anti-science, and that the science that does occur in his books is
very poor.

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 22:58:57 GMT
From: nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Neal Ulen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

Actually I really like Crichton.  I have even liked all of his fiction.
I've read everything except _The Great Train Robbery_ and _Eaters of the
Dead_ (or something like that).  I've liked all that I've read.

JP was the first of his books that I read...really liked it.  _Rising Sun_
was okay but, I think he should stick to techno-thriller (bordering on
scifi) a la JP, _Sphere_, _Andromeda Strain_.

I have absolutely NO interest in reading _Disclosures_ because it looks
boring.  All in all, I think that he is a pretty good writer...at least I
think so.  :-)

Neal E. Ulen
nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 21:27:23 GMT
From: eleea77@rosie.uh.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

I can testify that Disclosure is good - VERY!  I picked it up on a Friday
evening (or Sat AM) and finished it by Sunday afternoon.  You really don't
want to put it down once you start!  (I was neglecting homework and
research to read this)

Vickie

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 23:13:58 GMT
From: nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Neal Ulen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

Jason John Seaver (jseaver@bigwpi.WPI.EDU) wrote:
>Rising Sun was a passable book, no more, and a truly awful movie.  I'm
>glad that Sphere hasn't been made into a movie; I can't see what people
>like in that book.  Sphere and Rising Sun are probably the two worst
>Crichton's I've read.

_Sphere_ really had me hooked until the end.  I thought that the ending was
kind of lame.  But when they started wandering around this "alien"
spacecraft at the bottom of the ocean and discovered a galley filled with
Coca Cola and human food, I became intrigued.  When they found the "sphere"
in the hold and found out that the ship had picked up this alien artifact,
I was further hooked.  Unfortunately, Crichton really didn't wrap it up
into a nice tight package.  The ending could have be great but it wasn't.

I thought _Rising Sun_ was a good "statement book" in novel form.  I
actually learned quite a bit by reading it but alas, when I saw the
previews for the movie I just had to laugh.  I didn't have a problem with
Sean Connery, but Wesley Snipes doing karate... c'mon!!!  No wonder
Crichton was pissed off when he saw the results of the movie.  Well, I
guess that's what he gets for signing away the movie rights for umpteen
million dollars.

Neal E. Ulen
nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 03:31:16 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

I read _Andromeda Strain_ back when I was in high school.  It was my first
and favorite Crichton book.

Then again, I've always been partial to biological warfare/plague stories.
Maybe that's why I can't wait to see "The Stand".  :-)

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu
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Date: 6 May 94 18:24:21 GMT
From: tellner@cs.pdx.edu (Todd D. Ellner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Is Philip K. Dick Dead?

Philip K. Dick is Dead, Alas :-)

Todd Ellner
rigel.cs.pdx.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 13:38:16 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Is Philip K. Dick Dead?

mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk (Saint Erroneous) writes:
>Philip K. Dick is _so_ dead that some has written a book called "Philip K.
>Dick is Dead, Alas." Surprisingly it's rather odd, with a special guest
>appearance by the shade of PKD.
>
>I forget who wrote it. Anyone know?

PHILIP K. DICK IS DEAD, ALAS.  A novel by Michael Bishop.  Formerly
published in the US as THE SECRET ASCENSION.  (The British editions have
all borne the PKD title.)  Orb tpb, 0-312-89002-8, $12.95.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 22:52:48 GMT
From: schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson

gfullerton@TWICS.COM writes:
>I enjoyed reading the Thomas Covenant books.  I thought the ideas were
>original, and I liked the idea of the hero not being a perfect person.

I'll go one step beyond that.  Covenant was behaving perfectly reasonably.
He had legitmate gripes about how people (real and imaginary) treated him.
Is it sensible to ask someone who has been victimized to pretend to be a
superhero?  Is it sensible to subject someone to a hallucinatory fantasy
land and expect them to take it seriously, much less to embrace it?  Not at
all.  The Land is Covenant's idea of hell, as seen through a writers eyes.
All the funny words: well, Covenant, a writer, is sensitive to language,
good and bad.  All the stereotypical genre elements: Covenant, a writer,
has read and written enough shallow fantasy stories to know he dislikes
them and to reproduce them in his nightmares.  This protagonist is as
interesting as they get.

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 00:54:25 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Mirror of her Dreams

Just to be the odd person out, I liked all of the Thomas Covenant novels,
with _The Wounded Land_ probably my favorite.  The setting had a richness
and vividness to it, and the emotional impact of its corruption was very
intense.  The baroque language seemed appropriate to its subject, and
didn't really bother me.

I was exceedingly bored with _Mordant's Need_ and had trouble finishing the
second book.  I just didn't care about any of the people.  The young Imager
in particular seemed like an empty stereotype to me, no different from any
of a hundred other young-apprentices-becoming-heroes.  And the world and
its magic seemed flat, without mythic resonance.

The writing was a little easier to read, but the content just didn't appeal
to me.

I read the second Gap novel, but found Morn's suffering so overblown that I
couldn't grasp it - I ended up emotionally numbed and disbelieving, not
involved.  I haven't sought out the other books.  I'm curious about the
Amnion, but not enough to struggle through that many more torture scenes.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 03:03:18 GMT
From: jimstark@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen R. Donaldson?

  I wouldn't recommend the _Gap_ series if you are looking for something
lighter than the Covenant series.  IMHO, the _Gap_ series is much darker
and more depressing than the Covenant books.  Don't get me wrong, I like
the _Gap_ series very much but it is not for the faint of heart.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 01:15:24 GMT
From: schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stephen R. Donaldson?

phil@sonosam.wisdom.bubble.org (Phil Verdieck (x246)) writes:
>Well, if you like fantasy that has main characters who have at least some
>clue, don't bother with Donaldson.  Throughout the first book the main
>character is bitching/moaning/depressed about his formerly pathetic life.

He was justifiably unhappy.  It wasn't his "former" life, it was his
current real life.

>He is too stupid to realize he has been transported into a fantasy regime
>and given special powers.  His mind is so far gone all he can continue to
>concentrate in is his leprosy, which doesn't exist in the fantasy world.

If you read the books you'll see that his mind is sharp enough to
understand that embracing the fantasy is exactly the thing that will enable
his leprosy to kill him in the real world.

>I did however, read at 2 or 3 of the second series.  This was somewhat
>better, he did appear to be more mentally in tuned with his fantasy
>surroundings, powers, etc.

Yeah, right up until the scene where he dies because of it.

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 14:49:55 GMT
From: carter@phoenix.cs.uga.edu (Phillip Carter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Duncan's "Seventh Sword" series

I've been wondering what opinions are on Dave Duncan's "Seventh Sword"
trilogy.  Myself, I think it's one of the best series out there, ever since
I read the first one I've been reading and rereading the series. I love it!

I was just curious as to what everyone else thinks. 

(If you don't know the series, the books are):
 1) _The Reluctant Swordsman_
 2) _The Coming of Wisdom_
 3) _The Destiny of the Sword_

I highly recommend them. If you also like Duncan, or just liked this
series, drop me a line.

Phil Carter
carter@phoenix.cs.uga.edu                  

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 02:51:17 GMT
From: kliang@delphi.com (Kuo-yu Liang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hidden City

> Does anyone know when David Eddings' The Hidden City (pt. 3 of the Tamuli
> series) is due out?
 
_THE HIDDEN CITY_ will be out in hardcover this September.

Kuo-Yu Liang
Sales Manager, Del Rey
kliang@randomhouse.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 21:38:32 GMT
From: kline@cs.arizona.edu (Nick Kline)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Gerrold and Chtorr Wars, book 5 finished yet (question 23849762)

Yes, I am the 5 billionth person to ask this question.  One reason I think
it might be forthcoming is I recently received a newsletter from him.

Long ago, someone mentioned that he was working on book 5, and he also had
a newsletter called "Chtorr Whorrs" in which he might publish periodically.

I just got a copy of the newsletter from him, it says Number 1, and it's
dated August 1993.  He includes a sample chapter from book 5, "A Method for
Madness".  He speaks in this newsletter about wanting to get it done by
(last) August but he was sure he wouldn't.  He said then he at least hoped
to have it done by end of 1993.  Well, it's 8 months later, and I still
haven't heard anything about this book.

If you are interested in the newsletter, 

His address is 
   David Gerrold
   9420 Reseda Blvd, #804
   Northridge, CA 91324-2932

It's $3/issue with at least $1 of the price going to an aids charity.

I think I sent him $15 hoping to get a few issues.  It's been several
months since I sent this check, and although he specifically says he can't
promise any particular schedule, perhaps he finally finished the book and
he's going to get the backlog out for these newsletters.

I think the Chtorr wars could make an excellent sci fi series, just because
there is so many adventrues, so much room for the series to grow just
as the books have grown.  Each book could be a TV season.

Nick

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 12:18:11 GMT
From: alun@fulcrum.co.uk (Alun Thomas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gerrold: CHTORR !!!!

Also, does anyone know when "A Method For Madness" is going to be released?

Alun
alun@fulcrum.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 15:47:43 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein's Unwritten Stories---Outlines Extant?

Eric Oppen (cc697@cleveland.Freenet.Edu) wrote:
>As a matter of fact, I think it would be neat if Mrs. Heinlein would
>license the period between the rise of Nehemiah Scudder and "--If This
>Goes On" for a shared-world anthology.  She could do the "bible" on
>background and stuff like that, and then turn SF's best loose in there.
>Kind of like Larry Niven and his Man-Kzin War shared universe books.

Ack, yuck, ptooie. What an awful idea. There're enough sets of crappy
shared-world books out there already. The Future History was Heinlein's.
Let's leave it at that, please. There was soem justification for the
Man-Kzin Wars in that Larry Niven thinks he can't do war stories well. It's
still a pretty awful restriction on the writers that they can't change
anything major that invalidates other stuff LN wants to do with his
universe. Let the decent writers work on creating their own worlds, shall
we, instead of plagiarizing others'.

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 19:19:34 GMT
From: tyg@hq.ileaf.com (Tom Galloway)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein's Unwritten Stories---Outlines Extant?

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>cc697@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Eric Oppen) writes:
>>I always regretted that he didn't write these stories...I wonder if the
>>outlines and notes are still extant, and if so, whether Virginia Heinlein
>
>I sincerely doubt it.  The widow Heinlein is, God be thanked, reasonably
>well-off financially, due to her late husband's success in his last years
>which managed to outstrip his medical bills.  Therefore, there is no need
>for her to do such a thing.

I agree with Dan'l's comments, but would like to point out that there is a
way for people to read non-reprinted, obscure Heinlein (although there's
not that much of it, with one interesting exception) and earlier drafts of
much of his work. The University of California at Santa Cruz has, in its
library's special collections, RAH's papers as they relate to his writing.
The hours the collection is open are somewhat limited (3 hours in the
morning, 3 in the afternoon, on weekdays), but the material is quite
interesting to this Heinlein fan. When I was last there in February, I read
an article about Canada he wrote for a Canadian young people's magazine, as
well as the drafts leading up to it, and the unexpurgiated, intended for
Playboy, extensive interview by Frank Robinson done in the early 70s.

Unfortunately, I'd just gotten into a major, previously unknown to me,
Heinlein project when the collections closed for the day on my last day in
the area. Turns out that in 1963-4, Heinlein was working on a proposal for
a television series to be titled The 23rd Century, and the material
included his bible for the series, as well as a pilot script which was
something of an adaptation of Gulf (the first Kettle Belly Baldwin story).
There was also correspondence between him and the producers...
unfortunately, I'd not worked my way down to the letters which I assume
tell what happened to the project. Material cannot be taken from the
collection, nor can it be copied or obtained via interlibrary loan, so you
basically have to visit UCSC to see this. On the plus side, one can also
take advantage of being on campus to pick up a UCSC Fighting Banana Slugs
t-shirt.

Side note: the producers were the same ones who, the next year, went on to
do the Adam West Batman tv series. Had The 23rd Century come to pass, it's
likely that at the very least, the 60s Batman series would have been
considerably different.

tyg@hq.ileaf.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 00:47:17 GMT
From: stevegr@sugar.neosoft.com (Steven Greenland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein' Sunset

MarcySFC <marcysfc@aol.com> wrote:
>One thing that I have always wondered about...and I'd love to hear some
>opinions... what do you think RAH was trying to say in the section that
>concerns Maureen's two "problem children"...and her ultimate failure to
>make them see the light? By this I mean the part where the two children
>that ended up staying with Brian in the divorce return to Maureen. She
>trys to help them, but ends up giving them back to Brian as
>"incorrigibles".  I can never decide between the following:
>
>1) RAH is showing us that even Maureen can fail as a parent
>2) RAH is making a comment on the evils of drugs and careless sex
>3) RAH is saying that what we teach our kids when they are very young is
>   what will stick with them for life.
>4) RAH is showing us that Brian was never really part of the Smith
>   parenting team...that it was really only Maureen who raised such a
>   "well behaved" set of kids...and without her influence...they would
>   turn out as "bad seeds" 
>
>What's anyone else think?

I think it's 3. RAH has made the point in other places (sorry, can't
remember where) that a social system that tells children that anything they
do is OK, but suddenly when they turn 18 executes them, is bad.  (Just
remembered: Starship Troopers, discussing juvenile delinquents in high
school moral philosophy class).

Time Enough for Love specifically mentions that Brian and Maureen share
similar philosophies of parenting. (TSBtS may contradict this, I don't
remember). Brian seems to have been badly influenced by his new wife.

Steve Greenland
stevegr@neosoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 19:37:00 GMT
From: bo.leuf@daggskim.ct.se (Bo Leuf)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein' Sunset

> Overall, I enjoyed TSBTS, but I mostly ignore the #OTB parts when I
> reread it. One thing that I have always wondered about...and I'd love to
> hear some opinions... what do you think RAH was trying to say in the
> section that concerns Maureen's two "problem children"...and her ultimate
> failure to make them see the light? By this I mean the part where the two
> children that ended up staying with Brian in the divorce return to
> Maureen. She trys to help them, but ends up giving them back to Brian as
> "incorrigibles".  I can never decide between the following:
>
> 1) RAH is showing us that even Maureen can fail as a parent
> 2) RAH is making a comment on the evils of drugs and careless sex
> 3) RAH is saying that what we teach our kids when they are very young is
[etc.]

Could be any or all of these. Could also be that RAH was simply implying
that life isn't especially neat or well-patterned, and that we all "fail"
at various times with various things.

I don't offhand recall the details of the "problems" here, but in real life
there can be all manner of reasons for "problem children"... from failures
in upbringing to various genetic syndromes. The divorce as such implies a
number of "failings" on the adult relation level, and there are untold tons
of published material which tell us conflicting things about how divorce
affects children.

Anyway, any parent will tell you that it's largely a mystery how and why
children turn out the way they do ;)

One thing which often comes to mind concerning RAH, failings or not as the
case may be in his own writing, is his fairly consistent stress on the
individuals full responsibility for his or her own life, actions, love
affairs, decisions... Decisions may turn out to be right, or wrong, but
what matters more than this, is whether the individual will stand by the
decisions made and learn from the results, or blindly go on where no man
should go (but often does).

Bo Leuf

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 05:00:48 GMT
From: alien@acheron.amigans.gen.nz (Ross Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Colin Kapp's 4th Cageworld book????

Stephen Miller <smiller3@msmail2.hac.com> writes:
>The title says most of it.  In the early '80s Daw published three books by
>Colin Kapp in the Cageworld series.  A fourth was promised, but I've never
>seen it.  The three original titles were "Search For The Sun" (Cageworld
>1), "The Lost Worlds of Cronus" (Cageworld 2), and "The Tyrant of Hades"
>(Cageworld 3).  The fourth title was to have been "Star Seach" and was
>promised in July of 1984.
>
>Did I just miss it, or did Daw just give up on it?  I don't know anything
>about Kapp, except that he did write a few other books.  These particular
>books were not literary classics, but the theme was pretty audacious.  In
>some distant future the Sol system has become a set of concentric Dyson
>Spheres and the heros are on some sort of quest through them.  It's been
>several years since I read them, but now that I've started this I think
>I'll have to reread them.

The book *was* published; I have all four. I assume it would be out of
print by now, though, so start combing those second hand bookshops...

Ross Smith
Wanganui, New Zealand
alien@acheron.amigans.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 04:30:55 GMT
From: an321@freenet.carleton.ca (John Angus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review:  Kurtz's The Bastard Prince

shsilver@INDIANA.EDU (shsilver) says:
>In the most recent issue of DRIN, Ellen Kay Harris described The Bastard
>Prince as the most grisly and gruesome of the Heirs of St. Camber Trilogy,
>as well as being darker than the other two books.  Having recently
>finished TBP, I would disagree.  I'll try to avoid spoilers, but I doubt I
>can do it entirely, plus everybody's definition of a spoiler is different.

Is there any word on when it's being released?

John D Angus
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada         

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - McCaffrey & Newman (2 msgs) & Niven &
                       Pohl & Saberhagen (3 msgs) & Springer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 16:25:11 GMT
From: atp@christa.unh.edu (Andrew T Piskorski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _The City Who Searched_ by Anne McCaffrey and S.M. Stirling

_The City Who Searched_ by Anne McCaffrey and S.M. Stirling ISBN:
0-671-87599-X

A pretty good story.  Neither McCaffrey nor Stirling are at their best, but
their best is pretty high, so it still turns out ok.

The characterizations and storyline are straight McCaffrey, but Stirling's
touch is apparent in the conveyance of their outlook on war, etc..  For
those of you who haven't read them, Stirling's touch compared to
McCaffrey's is sort of like a vet grunt turned poet compared to a romantic
artist who has a handle on the outlook of a realist too.

The caracters are too... smooth.  The plot also.  "Shallow" applies but is
not quite the right word.  They're not FLAT like a cardboard cutout,
they're SHINY like a cardboard cutout.  A little too much optimism, too
little depth.  McCaffrey tends toward this, even in her great stuff like
the first Pern books.  She is a very strong character writer, but also
tends somewhat toward an epical, "night in shining armor" style.  By
contrast, Stirling is also a very strong character writer, but his
characters in, _Snowbrother_ say, are deeper, seeming to make them entirely
real.  For example, _The City Who Fought_ shows the reader that the
villains are of course human even if the central character's don't (with
plenty of justification) feel so, and let's you understand villains'
actions (ie, atrocities) and reasons for them, but only INTELLECTUALLY,
while _Snowbrother_ let's you understand (and feel) all that in your GUT.

Stirling of course doesn't write great happy-ending survival of the
smart-tough kid stories though.  Actually, I think _TCWF_ would have been
better if it focused on Joat (the twelve year old girl who is mostly a
secondary character) with Stirling providing much more of an
in-the-trenches feel from her and a plot showing actual real internal
rather than merely external threats on the hands of the defenders of the
space station.  Except for one person who is kindly excused by the main
characters as being insane and who does essentially no real damage and
winds up all better and apparently forgiven at the end of the book anyway,
the 15,000 civilians about to die exhibit no resistance to authority or
general idiocy unsolvable by a sharp word and reappraisal of the facts by
their leaders.

Plus the Epilogue is really tacky.

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 00:01:03 GMT
From: rbourget@aol.com (RBourget)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Newman: Anno-Dracula

charless@sco.COM writes:
>Anno Dracula is _not_ about the view of an altered England; it's about a
>view of an altered _fictional_ England.  It's pastiche, it's satire, it's
>a homage, it's the layer of garlic on the roasted corpus of the vampire
>genre.

I agree with you totally, all the neat side references to both real and
fictional Victorian England and other vampires are the icing on the cake.
The cake is a truly fine story that keeps you turning the pages wondering
just who the heroes will truly be and what exactly they are trying to
accomplish.  An exquisitely fine read!

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 01:24:56 GMT
From: ssaunder@fox.nstn.ns.ca ("Steve Saunders & Bev Richardson")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kim Newman's other novels

Kim Newman wrote three other novels dealing with the vampire Genivieve.
They are:

Drachenfels
Beasts in Velvet
Genevieve Undead(not out yet I think)

The tricky part is he wrote them using another name, so you have to look
for them under the author name Jack Yeovil.

Steve Saunders and Bev Richardson
Nova Scotia, Canada
ssaunder@fox.nstn.ns.ca

------------------------------

Date: 18 Apr 94 05:52:42 GMT
From: kliang@delphi.com (Kuo-yu Liang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ringworld Sequel #2?

>I recently saw a sourcebook detailing the history of Niven's Known Space
>and in particular, RingWorld.  There is a timeline that details events
>chronicled from "early" Known Space through both expeditions to Ringworld
>and ends with a THIRD expedition by Son-of-Chmee and an ex-ARM agent named
>Quinn.  Pardon me if this is a FAQ, but has there been a third Ringworld
>novel published or about to be.  Email answers OK or post here.  THANKS!

Larry is working on the third book in Ringworld which Del Rey will publish
in hardcover probably sometime in 1995 or 96 (the book is not finished), I
won't spoil the plots but let's just say Barbara Hambly's upcoming Vampire
anthology was an inspiration...
 
Kuo-yu Liang
Sales Manager
Del Rey
kliang@randomhouse.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 23:02:19 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Retrograde Reviews--Frederik Pohl:Jem

Frederik Pohl:Jem

A Retrograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

I haven't read a lot of Frederik Pohl, and certainly not enough to get a
real handle on his style.  I've read the first three Heechee books, and
maybe a few others, but somehow I keep getting him mixed up with Poul
Anderson or something.  In any event, I never know quite what to expect
from him.

This book was even more mysterious because all it said on the cover was
"This is the way the world ends..."  Which gives away a certain amount, but
my motto is "You can't spoil it any worse than the back of the book."  So.

The world is divided into three power-blocs: Fuel, Food, and People.  The
Fuel bloc includes Arabs, British(who apparently are getting oil in the
North Sea), and a few others.  Food is the States, Russia, and most of
Europe.  People is India, China, and a lot of the Third World.  (Actually,
it's not quite clear how Africa and Latin America fit into this picture...)

A world is found on a distant star in Gemini, called Kung (after
Confucius).  The star is a dim red dwarf, and the world is tidally- locked,
so the same side always faces the sun, but there are three social and
possibly sentient species on the planet, so all three blocs hurry to send
colonies there.  The planet, after a time called Klong (son of Kung) gets
officially named Jem.

We spend most of our time with the Food bloc people (after all, they're
mostly Americans) but, we do get flashes from other viewpoints as well,
including reresentative samples from the three sentient races - burrowers,
surface-dwelling arthropods, and balloonists.

With three power blocs and three sentient races, one might imagine that
they pair off, which they do, in a way.  All three races are used and, to
some extent, corrupted, by the humans (obviously these people never heard
of the Prime Directive) in their internecine conflicts.

Meanwhile, spurred on by the immense expenditures of power, money, etc.
the colonization of Jem has required, tensions on Earth get stretched to
the breaking point, and past...it's clear that they haven't really
developed any novel approaches to international politics in the intervening
time (although they do have special individuals with split-brain surgery
that apparently makes it easier for them to translate languages...) and
things break down fairly quickly.

Altogether, it's a fairly dystopian novel, which can be extrapolated
forwards from our time without too many strange assumptions, the largest
one being that international politics stays about the same.  (The lack of
religious conflict between the power blocs is perhaps a bit unrealistic -
Pohl doesn't bring a lot of religion into it, so perhaps he's just one of
the many writers that neglects religion because it's not important in his
own life; but I'm just guessing.)  Furthermore, the sentient races on Jem
are exploited just as the indigenous cultures in the New World and Africa
were.  And, finally, the nations are proceeding with the Mutually Assured
Destruction deterrence still firmly in place, although Russian Communism
seems to be a non-presence.  For a novel written in the 70s (published in
'77), this all tends to ring true.  Would Pohl have written this novel
differently today?  Hard to say.  I guess you'd have to read some of his
more recent stuff to get a better idea.  Remember, this _is_ the guy who
did a novel on Chernobyl...

Author:     Pohl, Frederik
Title:      Jem
Publisher:  Bantam
City:       New York
Date:       April 1979
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-13134-6
Comments:   US $2.50
Pages:      312 pp., pb

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 22:22:24 GMT
From: louiss@PROBLEM_WITH_INEWS_GATEWAY_FILE (Louis Sivo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Saberhagen's Berserker books

Eric Oppen (cc697@cleveland.Freenet.Edu) wrote:
>Has anybody else out there read these stories and books?  I have a theory

Yes, and loved them. 

>that Saberhagen wanted to write war stories, but wanted to put in an enemy
>that nobody, nobody at all, could love.  I mean, a lot of Star Trek types
>like the Klingons and Romulans, there are even fans of the Ferengi, and
>the "Mirror Mirror" universe has its devotees (including yours truly!) but
>the Berserkers are enemies that everybody, from Mohandas Gandhi to Jerry
>Pournelle, could agree NEEDED TO BE FOUGHT.
>
>However, I find Saberhagen's background human cultures unconvincing at
>best.  In the face of this kind of a threat, humans would probably hang
>together out of necessity, if nothing else.  An empire like the ones
>POurnelle writes about would be more probable.

Hmmm, we disagree. Let the discussion begin...

While I haven't read the books in awhile, I do remember being convinced.  I
think humans would only band together if the setup was right.

Example one:
So if all humans had populated just two systems next to each other, an
attack on one would be uncomfortably close to another. Which might lead
them to work together.

Example two:
The systems that the human race has colonized is controlled by one overall
power, dictatorship, etc.... Then this "government" might decide to use all
its resources to defend itself.

But as I recall in his books, humans are spread out, they've had a chance
to diverge (cultures, beliefs, etc.) Soooo, you have a situation where
if one system is attacked on the farside of "colonized" space, it's "their"
problem, not ours. With the further justification, "It won't happen to us.
Space is too big, we're fine, we have our own problems right here to solve,
Prove there are lots of berserkers, it's just an isolated case, etc."

I think you would need a major attack on a few worlds, or minor attacks on
a majority of worlds to get their attention and to get them to work
together.

I'm basing my belief on this by reading the morning paper. :-) Even now
countries don't want to get involved in other countries problems. (This is
not an excuse to diverge on this thread and discuss "today's" problems. I'm
just using it as an example to prove my belief on how I feel human beings
would react to a given situation.) Of course you could use WWI and WWII as
a counter example...

>It would be interesting to have an enemy that everybody agreed needed to
>be destroyed...think of Joan Baez singing pro-war songs, just for
>starters!

It'd be nice but I don't think it would ever happen. I think there will
always be a subgroup/faction that will believe it is better to stay out of
it, or that you can reason and talk with the enemy.

Oh well, those are my thoughts. Any others out there?

Louis Sivo
Hewlett-Packard Company                   
USFO Direct Marketing Information Systems 
louiss@nafohq.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 16:21:04 GMT
From: craig@indium.cmpe.ubc.ca (Craig Hlady)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Saberhagen's Berserker books

At the risk of sounding like an "I agree" post, I must say that...well, I
agree!  Saberhagen hit the response of the humans bang on.
  
A good example would be the way the Greeks acted in the face of the Persian
invasion (led by Xerxes, circa 500 BC).  The separate city-states were
quite divided in the face of the invasion, and despite the massive threat
(the Persians were threatening to enslave the entire Greek peninsula), the
Greek forces did not band together until the last moment, when it finally
was apparent that the Persians were not content with torching Athens, but
were prepared to keep going and enslave the Pelopponese.  Also, a few of
the city-states elected to go over to the Persians's side because (a) they
thought the Persians were going to win, and (b) they sought Persian support
to help them destroy their old (Greek) enemies.

One could give other examples from history which contradict this one, I am
sure, but I think this case is a good analogy, namely city-states ==
separate human worlds with only tenuous connections, and Persians
threatening slavery == Berserkers threatening death.

Craig Hlady
craig@cmpe.ubc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 19:25:00 GMT
From: bo.leuf@daggskim.ct.se (Bo Leuf)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Saberhagen's Berserker books

[...]
> However, I find Saberhagen's background human cultures unconvincing at
> best.  In the face of this kind of a threat, humans would probably hang
> together out of necessity, if nothing else.  An empire like the ones
> POurnelle writes about would be more probable.

The series kind of went downhill, but the first books I remember had a
number of interesting themes and impressed me (I was much younger then, but
have reread several since then). That everyone would automatically "hang
together" in thick or thin is overly optimistic given the events of
recorded history.

Anyway, it strikes me that Saberhagen never bothered greatly to detail the
human background - all the early stories were after all short stories, not
novels, and I think you demand too much from them if you want that. Many of
the stories occur in fringe areas och regions cut of from the rest of any
"empire", and hinge on some particular aspect of human-berserker
interaction. It was an excellent dramatic backdrop for writing short
stories in my opinion.

> It would be interesting to have an enemy that everybody agreed needed to
> be destroyed...[...]

Even then, there would doubtlessly pop up some "preserve berserker rights
activist group" from time to time.

Bo Leuf

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 15:22:20 GMT
From: bp494@cleveland.freenet.edu (Dana Goldblatt Anthony)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Nancy Springer: Larque & Angel

I just finished reading 2 books by Nancy Springer: Larque on the Wing and
Metal Angel.

Both were well written and enjoyable books but having read LotW first, MA
seemed to be somewhat redundant.

LotW concerns a character named Larque, a woman going through what strikes
me as a magical-realism sort of middle age crisis.  She has split herself
into her 3 Freudian (actually it's more like Trans. Analysis imho) parts of
id/child, ego/adult, and superego/parent.  She has a very nice husband and
two (?) sons.  She has a nasty mother who has a dangerous magic power...
actually her mother is very sweet but stifles Larque.  Her father is
vanished... (later reappears in the story) There are also two unusual
cowboys, one of whom has supernatural powers and origin; the other is his
lover.  After the supernatural cowboy helps Larque's ego part transform
into a teenage boy, she gets a crush on him.

Anyhow, badly written plot summaries aside, the same characters show up in
Metal Angel sort of.  There is the central character of MA, a carnated
angel, definitely similar to the supernatural cowboy down to the chaps he
wears onstage in his first large sca concert.

There is the Larque type character, a woman named Angela with a nice
husband, two sons, and a special power, as well as a very stifling father
and a sort of vacant/empty mother.  And a man named Texas, who is a father
figure and corresponds to the father in LotW.  (Angela s father corresponds
to Larque's mother).

Main difference is that MA focuses on the supernatural character and LotW
on the Larque/Angela character.  Also, MA is a pretty much straight fantasy
novel while LotW is on the bordeline of being magic realism.  Or maybe
across the borderline, though it does have fantasy elements.  (Mainly the
sort of thing I mean is that to some extent the strange occurrences are the
result of fantastical powers of specific people and not just part of the
ambient as in mr.)

Also I thought Larque on the Wing was a "deeper" book and had more
(resonant?) effect on me as a reader.  This seemed to be the effect of
focusing on a character whose concerns were more everyday.

Dana

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Films - The Crow (6 msgs) & Foundation (2 msgs) &
                     Lawnmower Man Sequel (2 msgs) & 
                     Full Eclipse (2 msgs) & Oblivion & 
                     Highlander (2 msgs) & Akira

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Apr 94 02:53:55 GMT
From: middletn@mcs.com (Evan Middleton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Crow

So you know, the release of _The Crow_ has been moved up to May 11, since
the company that made it was a little leery of releasing it on a Friday the
13th.

Evan

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 19:53:28 GMT
From: pelsters@lamar.colostate.edu (Scott Pelster)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Crow: the movie

What is this movie Crow about that is coming out soon?  Or is it already
out?  It has a killer soundtrack!  They are starting to play it on KTCL in
Fort Collins, Colorado.  With the type of music that is on the soundtrack,
I believe it is a dark ficticious type of film.  I wonder if it is taken
from the Crow comic book.  I have never bought the comic, but I have seen
it in a store or two and it is wild.  Very bloodly, violent, dark and very
surreal.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 20:47:08 GMT
From: jkennedy@whale.st.usm.edu (James Beauregard Kennedy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Crow: the movie

   "Crow" starred Brandon Lee, son of Bruce Lee.  Brandon was killed while
filming the movie...  So it's rather ironic and fitting that the movie has
a "killer" soundtrack, and dark setting....
   It would have out earlier, but the aforementioned death (by gunshot
wound) kind of put things on hold.
   I have no idea if it is based on the Comic Book.

James Kennedy

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 21:30:30 GMT
From: middletn@mcs.com (Evan Middleton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Crow: the movie

_The Crow_ is most definitely based on the comic book. From what I've seen,
it looks like it will be very true to the feel of the comice book, but I
don't know about the plot. The scene in which Brandon Lee was killed during
the filming of, as far as I can tell, never appeared in the comic book, or
at least, the location has been severly changed.

But the feeling of the comic book, which was dark, violent, and very
gothic, seems to have been captured quite well by the makers...

Evan

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 20:23:09 GMT
From: woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Crow: the movie

I saw the movie a couple of months ago and it was great. My understanding
is that the theatrical release will be a bit different from the release
that I saw but the basic story is the same. A young couple is killed and
the man is brought back from the dead to avenge the murders. That's the
story in a nutshell. It is dark and moody and a darned good movie!

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 20:42:16 GMT
From: nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Neal Ulen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Crow: the movie

How did they finish this movie?  Did they have enough footage of Lee to put
it together?  Or did they use a body double without face shots to finish
scenes?

Neal E. Ulen
nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 16:06:12 GMT
From: binabik@u.washington.edu (Susan Neuman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A Foundation movie?

   For about a year now I've been hearing some pretty strong rumors about a
movie being released based on the Foundation novels, written by Isaac
Asimov.  Has anyone out there heard anything definite, or are these just
rumors?  Seems like it would be a little trick to make the books into
movies...

------------------------------

Date: 14 Apr 94 18:34:05 GMT
From: ajm@walrus.sw.stratus.com (Andrew Madison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Foundation movie?

I believe someone recently posted news of Foundation being in
pre-production from as good a source as any (e.g.  trade-mag, Entertainment
Tonight).  OTOH, I've been hearing about Foundation movie(s) since 1976.
The plan then was DeLaurentis to produce, shoot all 3 novels more or less
at once, and due to post-production needs and lead time, release the films
over 3 consecutive summers, starting in `80 (or something like that).
Never happened.  I have been hearing the Foundation rumour(s) for so long
and so regularly, that I think "Making Foundation" is the stock answer a
producer uses to impart "disinformation" for a project he/she just as soon
keep under wraps.  I mean, Foundation from a superficial point of view is
nearly perfect for conveying a film concept for the Hollywood crowd.  It's
got everything, decadent galactic empire(s), psychotic villain, lots of
interstellar travel, weird planetary settings, "clairvoyant" hero, and lots
of red-herrings in the plot.

A.J. Madison
Stratus Computer Inc.              
55 Fairbanks Boulevard             
Marlboro, MA  01752         
ajm@sw.stratus.com
Andrew_Madison@Vos.Stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 17:33:45 GMT
From: elarse1@mason1.gmu.edu (Erik The Viking)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ghost in the Machine

Has the Lawnmower Man "sequel" called Ghost in the Machine come out yet?  I
saw ads for it a long time ago, but no movie...

------------------------------

Date: 24 Apr 94 01:17:10 GMT
From: mthule@perot.mtsu.edu (Maxxima Thule)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ghost in the Machine

There is a sequel for Lawnmower Man in the works, so I'm told, but Ghost in
the Machine was not it. It was just another bad movie. 3:)

Maxxima Thule
mthule@knuth.mtsu.edu
noah.highwater@nashville.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Apr 94 18:28:00 GMT
From: robert.winkler@canrem.com (Robert Winkler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Full Eclipse

I've just seen `Full Eclipse - The Director's Cut'. If you want to have 97
minutes of good, action-oriented entertainment, rent this show, it's well
worth it. It's an HBO movie, and I presumed it'd have the usual,
`made-for-TV' budget and quality, but I was pleasantly disappointed; Full
Eclipse plays like a middle-of-the-line, A-budget feature presentation.

The movie stars Mario Van Peebles, Patsy Kensit (Mel Gibson's South African
love interest in Lethal Weapon II), Anthony John Dennison (the bad dude in
Passenger 57), and a whole host of other actors/actresses you're probably
familiar with from genre-movies, reprising their usual roles of Hispanic
cop/bad girl/good wife/etc..

The basic premise of the show is one of the most ORIGINAL spin-offs on the
werewolf theme I've seen in the last two decades, and manages to combine
the classic myth with the vigilante cops motif rather effectively. It even
takes time to establish some `legend' to the plot, and it's not bad either.
I'm a little weary of the three classic topics (Dracula, Werewolf and
Frankenstein), and think that they've been pretty much worn out by now, so
this story of werewolfing in LA came as a surprise.

The storyline is nothing extraordinary, albeit you cannot guess everything
in the show, again a surprising `freshness' in the midst of Hollywood
predictability and the movie thankfully avoids the mandatory `morally good'
ending. The characters are likeable, although very schematic but then
again, we're talking about a good cop/bad cop show, so let's not raise too
high our expectations. The performances are decent, Peebles being a natural
action hero, much *unlike* Wesley Snipes, who IMHO should be shot for his
Passenger 57 alone, and Dennison playing the `bad' guy (which is NOT so
clear-cut, to be sure).

The special effects are modest but *effective*, and they are not overplayed
against plotting. There are also some truly spectacular stunt scenes,
especially in the beginning, but they blend into the background so smoothly
you have to watch out to appreciate them. The stunt/actor coordination is
also excellent; with the exception of a single shot, you can never be sure
*who* jumped, the actor or his double. The story incorporates several
nicely coreographed shoot-outs, where bullets and blood fly around like
mosquitoes on China White.

In all, Full Eclipse is good, escapist entertainment, blending a bit of
horror with a great deal of action. You might not remember it a few days
later, but it certainly ensures 97 minutes of relaxation. On a 1 (garbage)
to 10 (masterpiece) scale, I'd give it about 6.5, *roughly* the same as
Fortress, Die Hard being 9.5 and Under Siege somewhere around 7.5.

Take care.

Robert

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 03:08:46 GMT
From: dzhines@kimbark.uchicago.edu (David Hines)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Full Eclipse

I haven't seen the director's cut, but I did have the misfortune to catch
this turkey on HBO when it first aired. Occasionally it got interesting,
but then it went dull again a few seconds later. There's a truly horrible
bit where Van Peebles's character looks at the door of the head werewolf.
The door is labeled with the character's name: A. Garou.  I could hear Joel
and the 'bots performing their muted trumpet imitation.
Wah-wah-wahhhhhh...

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 17:25:22 GMT
From: morrow@fnalo.fnal.gov (Captain Elmo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: OBLIVION

				 OBLIVION
				[Spoilers]
			      Copyright 1994

Directed by:  Sam Irvin
Featuring:  George Takei, Julie Newmar, Carel Struycken, Musetta Vander, 
            Meg Foster, plus the guys who played the villain, the hero,
	    and the sidekick, and the actress who played Woody's wife on
	    "Cheers" as the love interest
Written (and Co-Produced) by:  Peter David

   OBLIVION is, simply put, the best low budget science fiction western
comedy filmed in Romania by Full Moon Entertainment to be released
theatrically this year.  That pretty much says it all.  If you don't like
SF, Westerns, campy comedy, or low budget films, you're not the audience
Full Moon is looking for.  If you do, however, go nuts for all of the
above, you're going to have a good time.

   OBLIVION premiered in Houston as a Friday Midnight Movie at the annual
Worldfest film festival before a healthy and very partisan crowd.  The vast
theater was about half full; Worldfest organizers indicated that a "few
dozen" was the typical midnight crowd.  Most of the cast, the director, and
the writer were present to introduce the film and answer questions
afterward.

   The film itself takes place in the town of Oblivion (pop. c. 460; like
any good Western, the population sign is used as a scorecard throughout the
movie) on a planet which for lack of a given name we'll call Oblivion as
well.  Reptilian villain Redeye and his gang of caricatures shoot down
Marshall Stone; they plan to run Oblivion and break up the Guild monopoly
on the export of Draconium, an anti-technological element found on
Oblivion.

   Mr. Gaunt (Carel Struycken), the town's prescient undertaker, is
naturally present to catch the Marshall as he falls dead.  He then proceeds
into the Badlands ("A nice place to visit, but you won't live there.") to
inform the Marshall's estranged son Zach of his father's death.

   Zach had just saved an Oblivion native (played as if an Amerindian) from
a "skorp" (excellent animation and critter design).  Said native had been
bushwhacked by a group of desperadoes - wonder who they could be, eh? - who
killed his family and stole his hoard of Draconium.  Zach and his new buddy
head back to town for the funeral.

   Meanwhile, Redeye is taking over Oblivion.  His gang is essentially
G-Force - Leader, #2 guy, girl, weirdo, and big dumb guy, as run through a
villainizer.  The "Princess" character is Lash (Musetta Vander), an
omnisexual whip-cracking leather queen.  The weirdo is cliche-Spaniard down
to his twirling hat-dance walk and castanet sound effects.

   Miss Kitty (Julie Newmar in a Catwoman-esque role) expounds on Zach's
estrangement from his father for the audience; turns out Zach couldn't take
killing and couldn't follow in his father's footprints.

   Miss Mattie, the widow shopkeeper and future love interest for Our Hero,
and her friend, drunk old Star Trek-reference-spouting Doc Valentine
(George Takei), are terrorized by Redeye's gang in Mattie's shop.

   The Marshall's funeral is held, interrupted by a bingo game (it's
Thursday).  Zach meets Mattie, no sparks fly, and backs down before Redeye.
Later, it is revealed that Zach is an empath and feels the pain of everyone
around him.

   Zach's sidekick confronts the #2 bad guy in Miss Kitty's bar; the thug
is the only one he recognizes from the raid on his homestead.  They
armwrestle before a Mon-Ding, a vicious poisonous creature that can sense
fear, setting up a painful comics-related pun.  #2 guy is bitten and dies.
In the ensuing brawl, cyborg deputy Stell Bar (Meg Foster) shoots and kills
the big dumb guy, who is sufficiently dumb to forget that he's dead, get
up, and shoot the deputy.

   While Doc treats Stell (pain, agony), Zach watches helplessly as Redeye
and his gang prepare to whip his buddy to death (pain, agony).  Grimaces
fly like bullets as Zach reels under the empathic pain.  Zach confronts the
villains, who grab hostages (the love interest and the buddy, naturally)
and flee into the Badlands.  Zach pursues.  A fight breaks out.  Redeye is
torn to pieces by two skorps, but he regenerates, so he'll be back.
Everyone is saved and we have a happy ending.  Cue scenes from the already
filmed OBLIVION 2: BACKLASH.  Fans of Peter David will note the third
appearance of gentlemanly bounty hunter Sweeney in O2.

   The film isn't terribly exciting, but does succeed comedically.  The
characters are effectively campy and overplayed (particularly Gaunt,
Redeye, and Lash), the sight gags and one-liners produce chuckles or
groans.  On the whole, this movie achieves exactly what it set out to
achieve, but does not go beyond.  It's a solid **1/2 (of 4); see it as a
matinee or on video.

   The cast and crew who were present for the Q&A afterwards were uniformly
cheerful, enthusiastic, and talkative, despite the late hour.  Director
Irvin and writer David were understandably articulate; the actors were
somewhat less so, although George Takei acquitted himself well with an
impressive, theatre-filling voice and plenty of experience in this sort of
discussion.  Julie Newmar was the tallest one there - 5' 11" or 6' 0", plus
heels and is still eye-catching in her 50s.  The crowd was hardcore
SF/comics geekdom, but managed not to be completely fanboy in its
questioning.

   Irvin is to begin editing O2 this week; Paramount is to see the final
cut of OBLIVION and decide on its distribution.  Irvin and David pointed
out several times that word-of-mouth and direct inquiries to Full Moon's
headman ("When will OBLIVION be coming to a theatre in my area?") are the
best way of helping the movie succeed.

   Takei is finishing up his autobiography for Simon & Schuster (now on its
third extension, due May 15) but it may be delayed further by the recording
of the second "Adventures of Captain Sulu" audiotape - writer David
informed a surprised Takei that he'd been told Takei was doing the
recording May 1st.  Takei is not in ST: GENERATIONS (only Shatner, Doohan,
and Koenig from the old series).

   David is developing a television series for Nickelodeon.  HOWLING MAD
has been optioned by Joe Dante, although David's quick to point out that
this doesn't mean much of anything.  Full Moon is preparing a line of
comics and an original OBLIVION series is a likely possibility; David would
be happy to write one.  In the meantime, he's continuing on SPIDER-MAN
2099, AQUAMAN, and the INCREDIBLE HULK for the forseeable future; he can
comfortably handle three monthly series plus special projects.  A STTNG
novel, Q-SQUARED, is due shortly; this features Q and the Squire of Gothos.
David also let slip that "Where No Man Has Gone Before" has significant
impact on the storyline.

morrow@physics.rice.edu
morrow@fnal.fnal.gov

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 03:18:24 GMT
From: velia@netcom.com (Velia Tanner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander III Preview -- WOW!

I just saw the 8 minute promo reel for HIGHLANDER III that will be shown to
exhibitors and buyers at the Film Market in Cannes next week.  IT LOOKS
FABULOUS.  Full of action, big scenery, *wonderful* scenes of Connor...

Best of all, it is obviously a sequel to Highlander I, with no reference to
any other, ahem, movies...

It has the romance and drama and action and humor of the first one...  it
has scenes in New York City, in the Highlands, in the past, in the
present...

But my heart is still pounding and my face is still smiling.

Eyes alight in anticipation,

Velia
velia@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 20:17:42 GMT
From: scohn1@vaxa.hofstra.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Axl Rose as a highlander?

I heard a rumor that Axl Rose was one of the three evil highlanders in the
new movie.  Can anyone confirm or deny this?

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 14:54:00 GMT
From: st1tr@rosie.uh.edu (CALLISTRA MOONSHADOW)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: AKIRA

I don't know how true this is, and perhaps it belongs in rec.anime, but I
was told that a live action version of Akira was in production.  Is there
any truth to this one?  If so, it would be interesting to see an American
adaption of the classic anime sci-fi flic.  Then again, Americans might
butcher it beyond recognition, as they do with anime when it is shipped
over here. You know, we poor Americans can't handle graphic scenes or foul
language.

Yeah right.

st1tr@jetson.uh.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	      Films - Stargate (2 msgs) & Aliens 4 & Cronos &
                      Robocop 3 (2 msgs) & No Escape (5 msgs) &
                      Star Trek VII (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 11:48:04 GMT
From: mtvesuvius@aol.com (MtVesuvius)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "StarGate," what's happening with it?

   Has anybody out there heard anything new about "StarGate?" A release
date, storyline, promo pictures, etc.,etc., etc.? Since summer is just
around the corner, the hype for the movie should be kicking into gear but I
haven't heard or read anything. Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 18:48:32 GMT
From: ecarter@pipeline.com (Eric G. Carter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "StarGate," what's happening with it?

STARGATE will be released domestically by MGM this coming holiday season,
probably November.  

Eric

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 20:44:23 GMT
From: woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sigourney Weaver Signs!

According to the guests at a Creation Con here in Phoenix this weekend, Ms.
Weaver has agreed to be in Alien(s) 4. The speakers released no story ideas
but said that she has signed her contract and will be in the movie.

------------------------------

From: leeper@mtgzfs3.mt.att.com
Date: Wed, 27 Apr 94 19:31:04 EDT
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: CRONOS

				  CRONOS
                      A film review by Mark R. Leeper

      Capsule review: This is genuinely a cutting-edge art house
   monster movie.  It is visually striking, has a real
   "what-happens-next?" plot, and some intriguing human
   relationships.  It has been a long time since a new monster
   movie has played to art film audiences, but this one is worth
   it.  Rating: high +2 (-4 to +4)

   Sometimes I say "don't trust me on this one because it is not my kind of
film.  On this one I say don't trust me because it *is* my kind of film.
From an early age I have loved the horror film.  But I have to say that the
horror film rarely likes me.  Too often the horror film just feeds off
films made earlier.  It has sequels that are really remakes and even films
in which each ten minutes is a remake of the last ten minutes.  The sort of
thing you see is "Another teenager is fooling around for nine minutes, then
Jason attacks and kills him."  What changes from film to film is the
prosthetic makeup, the special effects, and very little else.  The feeling
I most prize in a horror film is not chills but curiosity.  There are far
too few films that make me wonder what the heck is going to happen next.
Horror films that do that include CARNIVAL OF SOULS, LIFEFORCE, THE DEVIL
RIDES OUT, TO THE DEVIL A DAUGHTER, CRONOS, and not nearly enough other
horror films.  What makes CRONOS a particular surprise is that it comes
from Mexico, a country whose horror films have so often lacked style and
originality.  Occasionally there will be an atmospheric scene in a Mexican
vampire film, but by and large there has not been a whole lot to interest
foreign markets.  Now Guillermo Del Toro has made what may have been for me
the most enjoyable and creative horror film of the 90s.

   In 1536 an alchemist fleeing the Inquisition came to Mexico where he
continued his work on immortality until his death in the 1930s.  The
authorities were shocked by what they found in his rooms, sold off his
belongings, and considered the matter closed.  In 1996, an antiques dealer,
Jesus Gris (played by Federico Luppi) finds a strange antique clockwork
mechanism hidden in the base of a statue.  It looks like a very large
pocket watch, the size of a bar of soap, crossed with a mechanical
scorpion.  Wind it up and it sprouts legs and stings the hand that is
holding it.  It is a nasty trick, but that is just the beginning.  Roughly
speaking I will say that it does fall into an overly-familiar horror genre,
but it presses buttons that genre rarely approaches.

   This is a film of stylish images and delightful subtle humor.  Little
visual images like the monster walking the streets of Mexico in what looks
like a tuxedo worn back to front (don't worry, in context it makes perfect
sense) spice the film and make it a pure pleasure to watch.  Del Toro, who
both wrote and directed, has an impressive visual sense without ever
letting the special effects or the makeup take over the film.  Also to be
treasured are the few looks we get inside the Cronos Device itself.

   Del Toro is a well-known film fan in Latin America having grown up on
United States and British horror films, OUTER LIMITS, and TWILIGHT ZONE.
He wrote the definitive Latin American study of the works of Alfred
Hitchcock (which he calls a 540-page love letter to Hitchcock made public).
Now he is making his own horror films to compete in Mexico with those made
in the United States and if this first film is any indication he is
exceeding his goal.  Sr. Del Toro, please continue to make original films
like this one.

   CRONOS is one of the most enjoyable horror films I have seen since I was
a teen, I would rate it a high +2 on the -4 to +4 scale.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzfs3!leeper
leeper@mtgzfs3.att.com
Copyright 1994 Mark R. Leeper

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 01:58:30 GMT
From: justinm@cs.monash.edu.au (Justin Martin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robocop 3 - woof woof

I was just reading through the "Bad Girls" posts and couldn't shake the
urge to vent my frustration at another dog of a film - Robocop 3.

What was the general opinion of this film?  A friend described it by saying
that it "blew dog". I don't really know what that's supposed to mean but it
sounds appropriate :)

I'm a fan of the first film. I went in there expecting not to like it and
came out pleasantly surprised. Much better than I thought. Saw it a couple
of times.

The second film was not as good (IMHO). The junkie Robocop II was pretty
cool, pity it couldn't walk down stairs. The ending was what really ruined
it for me - bad guy gets in car and drives away, Robocop comes out with bad
line.  Aaaaaarrrrrrghhhhhh!!!!!!

The third film was just a dog. The humour from the first two films was
mostly "laughing with", any laughing during the third film was definitely
"laughing at". It was a stupid, stupid, stupid film. The plot sucked. The
characters sucked. The audience cheered when Murphy's partner got killed.
Did the bad guy from R2 appear anywhere or did I miss him when I was
asleep?  What more can I say?

Please confirm that this film was a waste of time and money

Justin 

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 16:41:30 GMT
From: joshuali@phakt.usc.edu (Joshua Ling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robocop 3 - woof woof

gral@ukc.ac.uk (G.R.A.Lambert) writes:
>It never came out in the cinema because the distributors went bust.

That's funny, I could have sworn that I saw it in the theater. (I did)

>But it is being released on video, and a friend has seen it and says it is
>much better than II. Look out for the stuff in the church.

IMHO It was 10X WORSE than anything that II had going for it.  It's PG and
Robo's got an annoying little kind following him....no good.  If you're
curious, go rent it.  Otherwise avoid it.

Josh Ling

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 06:03:11 GMT
From: shows@athena.mit.edu (Marlon Shows)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SNEAK PREVIEW OF NO ESCAPE

I just saw a sneak preview of NO ESCAPE.

It was pretty good.

I don't want to ruin it for you, but there is a cool ending and there is
this nuclear physicist that reminds me of the Professor.

Marlon Shows

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 08:05:48 GMT
From: loh@fraser.sfu.ca (Keith Meng-Wei Loh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: NO ESCAPE: well constructed fluff

NO ESCAPE: not very original, nor very intelligent, but well photographed,
well paced, well acted and quite a good time. Not nearly the mess of idiocy
that others have led me to believe. Over the top, certainly. Borrowing
ideas from ESCAPE FROM NEW YORK, THE ROAD WARRIOR, and many other movies,
certainly. Ray Liotta's cliched reluctant hero played to the hilt, yes.
Homoerotic overtones in Liotta and Dillon's characters "SPARTACUS"-like
interaction, very amusing. Kevin Dillon seems to be playing younger
characters every movie. Wasn't he already a teenager in PLATOON, a few
years ago? Very hateful of overweight people, tut tut - just like JURASSIC
PARK was. Should improve those stereotypes. I didn't catch the name of the
villain, but nicely played cliched intelligent, witty evil fellow who, of
course, has to come back from the dead. Cheesy use of computer editing to
save money, but today's audiences can forgive that; it's only a small
portion anyway. So *that's* where the fourth ghostbuster went to! I'm a
sucker for hundreds of men in armour with axes and pipes running at each
other and going AAHHHRRHGHHHRHRHHHH!!!!  Yes, yes, good action most of the
time. And Lance Henricksen can't get away from these films, no no no escape
for him. Why try to anyway?  He has a cult following.

Keith Loh
loh@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 16:57:09 GMT
From: ak453@freenet.carleton.ca (Kevin Lightburn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Just saw No Escape

Good Movie! Plenty of well choreographed action scenes. Huge, mammoth sets,
hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of extras, massive battle/war scenes.
This movie spared little expense to give you an eyeful. But they could have
tweaked the script a bit but over all it was a FUN movie. I'd see it again.

Kevin Lightburn

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 18:45:09 GMT
From: r.furr@genie.geis.com (Rob Furr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Just saw No Escape

It's a bloody prison movie. 

Well, actually, it's a bloody prison movie AND "the Lord of the Flies."

Or, perhaps, it's a bloody prison movie, "the Lord of the Flies," AND a
floor wax!

That pretty much sums it up. If you've ever seen a prison movie, you know
the plot. (There's one good twist in this one, though: the hero actually
DID commit the crime he was supposed to have committed, which we actually
see in the opening credits, in (imho) the most impressive shot of the
movie.) If you've ever seen or read "The Lord of the Flies," you know the
setting. (Actually, in parts, it looks like they took footage from
_Jurassic Park_'s helicopter-fly-in/fly-out sequences. Might even be the
same island. Don't know.)

Almost every plot development could be deduced an hour ahead of time. Why
was the hero put into this room with all the junk? Because the junk would
be necessary later on. Why was this specific character introduced?  Because
he would turn out to be a traitor later on. Why? Because. Why?  Because.
and so on and so forth.

The script was fairly flaky, with the lead's characterization particularly
ham-handed. ("We did a DNA scan. You don't like authority very much, do
you.") In fact, most characterization was ham-handed. We got stereotypes
out the wazoo, here. The Kid(tm.) The Responsible Man (tm.)  The
Warden(tm.) The Glib and Cheerful Psychotic Villain(tm.)

The cinematography was decent; done better elsewhere, but not bad here.
The movie's action sequences were NOT well choreographed; most action in
this movie was a mess, especially the battle sequences. Go rent _Ran_ to
see GOOD choreography of battle sequences.

However, I'm talking about the bad parts. This movie does have some good
parts: good acting saves the bad characterization, good sets and
spectacular scenery saves the action sequences, and so on and so forth.

On the whole, it's an average-to-slightly-better-than-average movie. Not a
_Road Warrior_, not even a _Mad Max: Beyond Thunderdome_, but certainly
better than, say, _Hardware_ or _Alien^3_.

Rob F.

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 00:38:48 GMT
From: bjork@badlands.nodak.edu (Patrick B Bjork)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: No Escape

This weekend I saw the film, _No Escape_, and I was impressed with its
overall production; incredibly violent, but not entirely gratuitous.
Although I'm not too familiar with the _Mad Max_ genere, I'm told that _No
Escape_ is heavily influenced by it - Australian too.  I'm wondering,
though, and I confess I missed it on the credits, is the film an original
screenplay or is it based on a fictional text?

Patrick Bjork
Bismarck State College
bjork@badlands.nodak.edu  

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 14:07:17 GMT
From: geb1@ukc.ac.uk (G.E.Barkley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek VII movie

Here is what I know and, more correctly, what I can REMEMBER about Star
Trek VII:

1. It is called "Star Trek VII: Generations"
2. It will not have the Borg in it
3. The first ten minutes will feature the grand unveiling of the Enterprise
   B, and the ceremony is attended by Kirk and members of the original crew
4. Spock is NOT in it (Nimoy wanted lots of money)
5. Something happens and Kirk finds himself on board the Enterprise D
6. The episode has the two captains trying to solve a problem
7. It does NOT tie-in with the last TV episode of Next Gen in ANY WAY AT
   ALL 
8. The Enterprise D has to separate for some reason, and the saucer
   section, with Riker and Troi on board crashes
9. At the end (or possibly the next film) the Enterprise E is unveiled,
   still to be commanded by Picard and all the others of the Next Gen crew
10. The script has been described as "we've done better, but not many
    worse" by many of the Next Gen cast
11. Star Trek VIII has been written, but the script MAY not be used. If it
    is, it will involve a HUGE Borg story and heavily involve Guinan
12. Whoopi Goldberg is in STVII
13. Kirk is rumoured, yet again, to die in ST VII
14. That is all I know.

Guy Lambert

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 03:04:53 GMT
From: user0481@student.anu.edu.au (Sandra)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STAR TREK VII Release date?

Leonard Nimoy didn't want to do the picture because he was not consulted
early enough in the writing process, and felt that he should've been
considering ST IV was one of the most popular movies.  McCoy won't be in it
either since he and Leonard are close friends.

Source: A Star Trek Research consultant (who gets a credit listing) at an
Australian ST Convention.

Sandra

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 13:20:50 GMT
From: maueg@csv.warwick.ac.uk (Mr M J Newton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek VII movie

geb1@ukc.ac.uk (G.E.Barkley) writes:
>9. At the end (or possibly the next film) the Enterprise E is unveiled,
>   still to be commanded by Picard and all the others of the Next Gen crew

This seems unlikely; for a start isn't the D meant to last for a 100 years?
And from what I heard, "All Good Things" features scenes set on the D 25
years in the future.

>13. Kirk is rumoured, yet again, to die in ST VII

I think this pretty definite; every report about the film mentions that
Kirk dies, and when Shatner was inteviewed on the uk show "This Morning"
(by Jon Pertwee!!!) he pretty much implied this was the case.

Matthew Newton
University of Warwick, UK
maueg@csv.warwick.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 15:21:03 GMT
From: jimmcm@aol.com (JimMcM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek VII movie

maueg@csv.warwick.ac.uk (Mr M J Newton) writes:
>>9. At the end (or possibly the next film) the Enterprise E is unveiled,
>>   still to be commanded by Picard and all the others of the Next Gen
>>   crew 
>
>This seems unlikely; for a start isn't the D meant to last for a 100
>years?  And from what I heard, "All Good Things" features scenes set on
>the D 25 years in the future.

Actually, I have read the script, and it seems that not only is this
correct, but pretty much all of the other comments he made are on target.
Not 100%, but a real good part.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 15:53:14 GMT
From: mas@csa.bu.edu (Mark A. Semich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek VII movie

geb1@ukc.ac.uk (G.E.Barkley) writes:
>Here is what I know and, more correctly, what I can REMEMBER about Star
>Trek VII:
>
>1. It is called "Star Trek VII: Generations"

According to Paramount, the current title is "Star Trek: Generations"

>4. Spock is NOT in it (Nimoy wanted lots of money)

Actually, *Shatner* wanted truck-loads of money, and Nimoy didn't want to
be in it due to "lack of interest in the movie's story"

>5. Something happens and Kirk finds himself on board the Enterprise D

Paramount says: "A futuristic adventure in which a unique astronomical
phenomenon bridging different time frames brings Captain Jean Luc-Picard
[sic] (Stewart) and Captain James T. Kirk, the two famous captains of
_The_Enterprise_, face to face in the 24th century."

>6. The episode has the two captains trying to solve a problem

Whether it's better to go bald or wear a toupee.

>10. The script has been described as "we've done better, but not many
>    worse" by many of the Next Gen cast

Unfortunately, this doesn't make me worry any less..

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		Television - SeaQuest (5 msgs) & X-Files &
                             Battle Of The Planets (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 22:21:22 GMT
From: wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest "Abalon" 5/1/94 SPOILERS

This thread contains SPOILER information about the seaQuest episode
"Abalon" that aired Sunday, May 1, 1994.  Read at your own risk :-)
 
OK... I'm apalled at this episode.  Unlike previous episodes, this episode
had two irrelevant subplots that really confused me: Ford's encounter with
the "mermaid" and Lucas' sexuality (??? And This was a family show ???). In
previous episodes, there were subplots that at least were relevant to each
other, and went off on tangents.  For example, in "Brothers and Sisters,"
Lucas's attraction to Chloe (Kellie Martin) at least had some relevance to
the main plot.
 
However, in this episode, everything just kept jumping around: Ford's
"Hallucination" to Lucas' Party to Ford to Lucas and so on.  I got SO
confused just keeping up with the plot...one hour is not enough.
 
Now on to Irrelevant Plot #1 (Ford's Mermaid Encounter/Abalon): This plot
suffered one of the classic seaQuest "Quick Fixes."  In fact, this was so
quick that I did not get what was going on.  What exactly did Abalon do to
Ford?  Put him in an oxygenated tank?  And that mermaid lady?  She was
STRANGE.  What about Ford's pickup line in the bar?  "Hello.  I know I know
you.  I'm glad I'm not hallucinating.  I saw you down at 30,000 ft.,
remember?"  *SHEESH!* Then, the mermaid girl runs away, only to appear out
of the water to encounter Bridger.  "Hello!  I live in the sea...It's my
home."

Speaking of that scene, did anyone notice that in Bridger's sunglass, there
was a reflection of 3 people in the ocean...two camera people with the
mermaid girl in the center?  You think that they would be more careful than
that.

Finally, in what is SUPPOSED to be the conclusion of this plot, it was a
hell of a bad attempt to become a Kung-Fu movie.  (Who was that Vietnamese
guy that follows Crocker around?)  At least I understood the William
Shatner episode.  This plot was just too weird...?

Now on to Irrelevant plot #2 (Lucas' Sexuality)

Again, this plot suffered one of those "Quick Fixes" The resolution was
just the "I've got to shove his whole story into 1 hr." kind of endings.

Did anyone else notice that the word SEX was not mentioned ONCE in this
show, but other phrases referring to SEX were used ("Going all the way..."
"It") And what exactly is this show preaching?  "Why don't you carry [a
condom] in you wallet?"  WHAT THE HELL IS THIS!!! Call me conservative, but
IMHO, Kids, sex, and sci-fi are not exactly supposed to mix.

Also, when you have 3 (or at least 2) geniuses running a party, you'd think
that it would be better planned to keep the cops out.  But then again...

And the hospital room?  That isn't exactly the most desirable place for
Lucas and Juliana to "go all the way."  Not that I condone this kind of
behavior anyways, even though it is the 90's (or the 2010's).  And that
brother of Juliana...SHEESH!

THERE WERE SOME GOOD POINTS IN THIS EPISODE TOO...

It's nice to see Juliana (or any re-occurring non-cast character) back
again, even though it was under these conditions.  My, her appearance has
really changed...

The STINGER was back too, and so was Tucker's super-fast sub.  It seems
that the police has ordered a fleet of Tucker's sub.  But than again,
couldn't Lucas outrun the cops in the STINGER, providing that he fixed that
fuel-injection problem?

seaQuest has gotten more SCI-FI.  Even though this is nice, it's starting
to get a little ridiculous.  This episode was just one example.  Hope next
week's alien episode isn't as bad...

Wesley Chan
wchan@eis.calstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 23:26:54 GMT
From: kmwilcox@iastate.edu (K M Wilcox)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest "Abalon" 5/1/94 SPOILERS

wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan) writes:
>OK... I'm apalled at this episode.  Unlike previous episodes, this episode
>had two irrelevant subplots that really confused me: Ford's encounter with
>the "mermaid" and Lucas' sexuality (??? And This was a family show ???).
>In previous episodes, there were

   I agree about the two plotlines.  Actually, it seemed to me like the
Lucas plot was tacked on.  It had no relation to the other, and thinking
back, I'm not sure the two stories shared any scenes.  Unfortunately, it
appeared that the main story, with Heston, had to be cut to fit it.  All
through it, I kept wondering if I'd blinked and missed something.  One
point where this happened was just after they first showed him sitting in
his chair.  First, he's sitting there, then they cut away (Did anyone else
think the scene shifts were too quick?  A few fades would have been nice.)
to the sub returning, and suddenly his sons are standing there, and he's on
the other side of the room.  I suspect that there was a smoother transition
that got cut.  I'd like to think that's where the exposition went, too.

>Finally, in what is SUPPOSED to be the conclusion of this plot, it was a
>hell of a bad attempt to become a Kung-Fu movie.  (Who was that
>Vietnamese guy that follows Crocker around?)  At least I understood the
>William Shatner episode.  This plot was just too weird...?

   Dustin Nguyen, formerly of 21 Jump Street, was the crewman.  I'm not
sure if he's appeared on sQ before or not.  I'm thinking he was, but if I'm
right, then "Hmmmmm..." (Careful thought)

>Did anyone else notice that the word SEX was not mentioned ONCE in this
>show, but other phrases referring to SEX were used ("Going all the way..."
>"It") And what exactly is this show preaching?  "Why don't you carry [a
>condom] in you wallet?"  Call me conservative, but IMHO, Kids, sex, and
>sci-fi are not exactly supposed to mix.

   I also noticed that the word never appeared, and neither did "condom."
To me, this whole plotline, which I've already said was extraneous, boiled
down to a pathetic "safe sex" sermon.  About the only thing I found amusing
was that when Biff called Lucas, the transmission number at the bottom of
the screen ended in 90210.

K. M. Wilcox

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 12:04:51 GMT
From: putter@ace.com (Putter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SeaQuest books - What happened?

Has anyone heard if any other seaQuest books are in the works?  To my
knowledge, three books were published between late '93 and early '94, then
nothing.  Just curious.  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 14:30:07 GMT
From: KGARRISO@ua1vm.ua.edu (Karen Garrison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest 5/8/94 SPOILERS

SPOILERS, HO!!
 
Read at your own risk.....
 
"You have shown such great patience...now, hurry."
 
What a great last line to a very nice episode of seaQuest!  This episode,
in my opinion, was tight, coherent, and flowed well.  Of course, as in
almost any tv show, there were a few bumps, but overall, great improvement
and a very watchable show.
 
Good stuff:
 
Character interaction.  This is one thing seaQuest does that is right,
almost every episode.  The Bridger/Westphalen scene in the MagLev is very
typical of this, as is the Bridger/Lucas interaction which has become very
natural and well done.  In addition, we were treated to a nice scene
between Hitchcock and Krieg and a very interesting and touching scene with
Westphalen and O'Neill.  It's nice to see how two minutes of dialogue can
give you a broad background on a character.  Now we know that O'Neill is
apparently a fundamental Christian with strong family and moral beliefs.
Ben knows his science fiction...  and he isn't above humor even in a
stressful situation.
 
The take on the first contact - I thought this was highly believeable and a
different bit of a slant from what you might expect.  The general's
rantings and ravings (more on him later) were to be expected, as was the
"off loading" of non-essential personnel; Bridger's speed in isolating the
images from the rest of the boat, and the general paranoia of the crew in
making this contact.  I really liked the fact that this ship had come
before humans were really "up and running" and had lay buried; and I loved
it that it just disintegrated instead of blasting off for the world to see
and track.  The assumption that the alien's signal needed to be speeded up
rather than slowed down was rather typical, too.
 
The fact that Lucas accepted the presence of the alien ship without qualms
and his reaction to its sudden appearance in his cabin as "very cool" was
believable as well.  Think about all of us who have grown up with Star Trek
and E.T. and so forth - how much easier we accept the idea that there might
be life out there because of this - think about how our children and
grandchildren will feel.  I thought the Lucas scene was a good study in
contrast too, and a lesson perhaps to be learned.  While Lucas was very
open and eager to communicate and interact with the alien - at first he was
trusting and not at all frightened (well maybe a little).  Then, after
Bridger eases him out and Shan was teleported away, you see the look of
fascination turn to shock and horror, as he realizes that perhaps there IS
a side to contact that he had not considered.
 
The reappearance of Commander Keller (oh, Kent is still looking good after
all these years...he was one of my childhood crushes as Jim Reed on
Adam-12) was a nice piece of continuity and a nice compromise in the first
contact department.  After all, you expect that the military would send all
of their space people and then some (note Keller's line: "How did you keep
his alpha commandoes off the boat?") but in order for OUR guys to have some
air time, having Keller lead it was a good move.  His eagerness and
attitude was very good.
 
The "tour of the boat" was a nice touch, as was seeing new crewmembers.
Lucas interacting with Shepard at the beginning, the frightened science
team member, the startled one at the end...it's good to see other faces,
even if you don't see them again.
 
THE MUSIC!  Debney outdid himself on this score.  Very appropriately
scored, with a sound reminiscent of the Horner music from ST II & III in
spots.  The music added a good dimension to this one.
 
The meeting at the end - this was a nice surprise, and showed us a glimpse
of the moral dilemma that the crew of the SQ was facing.  They were
convinced (especially after the safe return of the missing crew) that these
aliens were peaceful and meant no harm; they also knew that if all that
information was turned over to the military that more harm than good would
come of it.  They did the thing they thought would be the most peaceful for
Earth in the long run, even though it meant lying in the present.  However,
the point to be made here should be the trust between the crewmembers -
even of a sixteen year old boy - implied in the agreement of all of them to
send the message and not betray the entire truth.
 
Questionable stuff:
 
The fact that the military rolled over too easily at the beginning of the
mission and allowed just Keller to come and not send their trained first
contact people.  Also the fact that we always assume that the military will
react with hypertestosterone levels and will want to destroy anything it
doesn't understand.  Am I naive to think that is a TV stereotype?
 
The fact that Bridger did let Lucas stay - as overprotective as he is of
him, that's a bit surprising, given the potential danger.  But apparently
the General is right in that Lucas does "play him like a drum" (loved that)
and because he stood around looking pathetic and the fact that he IS the
dolphin interface expert gave him a bit of an out.
 
And where was Secretary General Noyce, pray tell? (Tending bar on Winnetka
Road, no doubt).
 
The thing with Crocker: you never got the impression they knew he was
missing.  There wasn't a comment about "Where's Crocker?" when the launch
was returning with only the three of them.  The only clue came when Ortiz
discovered the biological signs and Bridger included Crocker among the
missing.
 
General comments:
 
Did the interior alien ship shots remind anyone else of V'Ger in "Star
Trek: the Motion Picture?"  Very big, broad, open images...
 
For all of you who get ticked when Captains rush in when other personnel
are more qualified - here we saw Bridger holding back and sending others
when you know he'd have died to have gone himself.
 
Personally, I loved Commander Keller's reaction in the cockpit of the craft
- - the desperate prayer he breathed for understanding - how typical and how
moving, I thought.  "...give me insight..."
 
Overall, excellent.  If seaQuest can keep this up, I'll be very, very,
happy.  Although next week doesn't look too promising...
 
Karen

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 03:52:44 GMT
From: Ted.Mccoy@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Ted McCoy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 5/8/94 SPOILERS

In this week's SeaQuest, when the crew were looking at the crumbled remains
of that alien, was anybody else kind of hoping the camera would move
forward a little further and show that the chest had been torn open by some
unseen force?  8-) The scene seemed awfully similar, to me, although that
probably was just me.

On the other hand, the music was *way* too close to comfort to some of
James Horner's early stuff (his Star Trek II style of music).  It was fun
and it worked, but when you get that close it starts to smell like
plagiarism to me.  Of course, James Horner would have absolutely no right
to complain, if you know what I mean.

Ted

------------------------------

Date: 17 Apr 94 03:11:28 GMT
From: etnorman@ellis.uchicago.edu (etc)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-FILES: "Darkness Falls" -- Didn't we already see this episode??

Well I am stumped on one point made in "Darkness". Mulder pointed out that
this was the second time this has happened i.e. the loggers in '36. My
question is how did the first infection die out? The show could have made a
point of cold weather kills the mites or extreme heat not fire though. The
tree that caused the infection never burned down. There were some holes you
could drive a 747 through on this story. And yes I felt like I was watching
"Ice" again, but let's be honest how many ways can you do ufo stories or
life after death?

Chris Ratliff

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 03:52:48 GMT
From: kellysa@x29.engin.umich.edu (Shad Alan Kelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Battle Of The Planets

I saw a post mentioning "Star Blazers" so I thought I'd ask if anyone
remembers "Battle Of The Planets" with G-Force, 7-Zark-7, etc. One of my
all time fave tv cartoons as a kid. If anyone has videos (yeah, right)
maybe we can make a deal...

Shad A. Kelly
kellysa@engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 13:39:15 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Battle Of The Planets

If you can get it, see the original version. 7-zark-7 and 1-rover-1 were
added to the American re-cut because they cut out 30% or more of each show.
From the reports I've heard, the original is a very good show, whereas the
American re-hash is kids stuff.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 16:21:00 GMT
From: dgosseli@cs.uml.edu (Dave Gosselin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Battle Of The Planets

   I've seen bootlegged copies of the American version in a comic store in
this area.  They were taped off of TBS (or TNT) several years ago. I have
yet to find a non-Americanized version anywhere.  I believe that the
Japanese version is called Gaitchmen, if it's any help.  The people on
rec.arts.anime might be able to help even more...

Dave
dgosseli@cs.uml.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 16:25:26 GMT
From: zdap245@137.73.2.11 (ZDAP245@UK.AC.KCL.CC.BAY)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Battle Of The Planets

Well, where do I begin?

SCIENCE NINJA TEAM GATACHAMAN, as it's known, was originally made in 1972
and ran for 102 episodes. Sandy Frank bought the show and, as has been
said, heavily edited it; 7-ZARK-7, 1-ROVER-1 and other (highly obvious)
stuff was added. In the original people died, and the action took place on
Earth alone, not outer space. It is generally taken to be the worst
treatment of anime by the US.  A second attempt to bring it to the US was
attempted later under the name G-FORCE. This promised a more faithful
recreation of the series and, simply, the edits were removed. Judge it for
yourselves- it was released on video (in the UK anyway), but how do the new
names catch you; Ace Goodheart, Dirk Daring ... Back in Japan, the series
gained another run, this time of 52 episodes.  Finally in 1979 a last
series was produced of about 48 episodes.  The whole of the first series is
avialable on laserdisk in Japan.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 03:06:14 GMT
From: cjackson@alfred.ccs.carleton.ca (Charles Jackson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Battle of the Planets

I used to love this show, too, when I was younger!  I remember thinking
that there was something about it...I don't know, a real sense of drama -
more than any other cartoons I used to watch.  Interesting to find out that
it was heavily edited, and that people died, etc..  I still remember that
big surprise about The Great Spirit's servant (can't remember the evil
dude's name).  Anyway, seems like quite awhile ago...

Charley

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Television - Star Trek (6 msgs) & Captain Scarlet (8 msgs) &
                    Highlander & Planet of the Apes & Tek War

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 03:05:37 GMT
From: pstinson@pbs.org (Patrick Stinson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Voyager

st4pg@elroy.uh.edu (Kujawa, Kraig J.) wrote:
>  The concept behind Voyager sounds so much more interesting 
> 
> What is the concept? I never heard of it?

The first of a new class of stellar research vessel, the Voyager is called
upon to chase a renegade Starfleet ship.  (Perhaps the renegades are
related to the anti-Cardassian commandoes introduced in the Maquis episodes
of DSN) During the chase both vessels end up so far from Federation space
they have no idea where in the galaxy they are.  Out of necessity they join
forces to find a way back home and deal with the strange new enemies
encountered.  (Perhaps the Dominion, already mentioned in various DSN
episodes, but not yet defined clearly.)  They may even meet some potential
allies while exploring these new uncharted worlds. (Perhaps more in the
spirit of Capt. Kirk.)

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 22:38:07 GMT
From: woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gene Roddenberry flew on the space shuttle

Copyright 1994 by The Associated Press.
Reposted with permission from the ClariNet Electronic Newspaper newsgroup
clari.living.tv.  For more info on ClariNet, write to info@clarinet.com or
phone 1-800-USE-NETS.

   CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) - "Star Trek" creator Gene Roddenberry got
his final wish - his ashes flew on a space shuttle sometime after his
death in 1991.
   NASA confirmed Thursday what his widow, Majel Barrett Roddenberry,
divulged at a local Space Congress banquet Tuesday night - that
Roddenberry's ashes flew on a shuttle and were returned several days later
to Earth aboard the spaceship.
   "It is true," NASA spokesman Brian Welch said Thursday morning. "It was
approved as a personal effect" of an astronaut, he said.
   Welch said he did not know when the ashes were flown or which astronaut
took them aboard. He believes it was a NASA first.
   Mrs. Roddenberry, an actress who appeared in the original and subsequent
"Star Trek" series, said her husband "would have given anything to have
been able, just once, to go into that great galaxy he dreamed about, where
so few men have gone before."
   "Sometime between the last day of Gene's life and Thursday, nearly three
years later, a beautiful space shuttle broke the bounds of Earth and
disappeared into the final frontier," she said. "It carried the ashes of
Gene Roddenberry."
   Roddenberry died of a heart attack in October 1991 at age 70.

Roger Noe
University of Illinois
Urbana, IL  USA       
noe@cs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 22:06:31 GMT
From: lkinton@io.org (Leslie Kinton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DS9

Hey, am I the only one on this list who actually likes DS9?  My wife and I
never miss an episode if we can help it.

Leslie Kinton
Piano Faculty
Royal Conservatory of Music
Toronto, Ontario
lkinton@io.org

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 01:45:05 GMT
From: tshenkel@rs6a.wln.com (Parmly Billings Lib)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DS9

Leslie Kinton (lkinton@IO.ORG) wrote:
>Hey, am I the only one on this list who actually likes DS9?  My wife and I
>never miss an episode if we can help it.

DS9 is better than Star Drek: the Next Degeneration to be sure, but, like
Babylon 5, it failed to live up to its promises. Before the show started
airing, they said that they were going to have ongoing character conflicts
and a darker take on the Federation and such. O'Brien's marriage
difficulties and the Quark/Odo love/hate relationship do not fulfill these
promises IMHO.  And what's the bit with Keiko being _Mrs. O'Brien_? What
century is this supposed to be anyway?

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 03:09:45 GMT
From: watanabe@asimov.cs.uiuc.edu (Larry M. Watanabe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek, Deep Space 9

I have watched ST-TNG and ST-DS9, and I find TNG to be rather juvenile and
boring compard to DS9. Everyone on TNG is so GOOD, and bland. DS9 has more
interesting characters - everyone is full of flaws. Sisko is a bit of a
tyrant, the doctor is a wimp, Quark - one of the most interesting
characters - seems to have started out as a villain but has moved into
place as possibly the main character of the series (he seems to get more
air-time than anyone else).

I have to agree about shades of grey. DS9 is a much more subtle program
than TNG.

Larry Watanabe
watanabe@cs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 17:03:42 GMT
From: wise@slab.unt.edu (Jana Wise)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DS9:Garak & Bashir

I just saw the episode where Dr. Bashir tries to save Garak's life which is
in danger from an implant.(don't want to give everything away for those who
haven't seen it yet).

***Questions and Spoilers***

Garak told 3? versions of why he is in disgrace and exiled on DS9.
1. he blew up a ship with his 2nd in command, escaped prisoners and an
   important person's daughter

2. he had a brief brush with empathy and let a raggedy group of Bajoran
   children escape and his 2nd (Elam) turned him in

3. someone was going to be blamed for letting a group of prisoners escape
   and he was going to frame Elam but he framed Garak first

According to the ex-head of the secret organization - Elam is Garak's first
name.

Which (all or any parts) do you believe?
I'll say that something did happen with a group of prisoners and he got the
blame, rightly or wrongly. But if I were to believe a whole it would be # 2
because he was out of his mind with rage and other out-of -control emotions
unlike the other two times in which he is fairly calm and able to think.

Here's to more lunches!

Jana 

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 02:09:02 GMT
From: mkoh@vcd.hp.com (Ming Koh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Captain Scarlet & the Mysterons

Does anyone remember a series which first aired in the '60s called "Captain
Scarlet and the Mysterons?"  I believe it was a British production and used
marionettes (realistic-looking puppets) and miniature models.  The story
had something to do with an international peacekeeping force of the future
battling some nasty aliens from Mars called Mysterons.  The Earthlings were
led by a hero named Captain Scarlet who was supposedly indestructible due
to a botched alien attempt to possess his soul.

There were other similar shows employing marionettes such as "Thunderbirds"
and "Fireball X15".  I think they called their technique "Supermarionation"
or something.

Ming

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 10:04:52 GMT
From: armb@setanta.demon.co.uk (Alan Braggins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Captain Scarlet & the Mysterons

mkoh@vcd.hp.com (Ming Koh) writes:
>Does anyone remember a series which first aired in the '60s called
>"Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons?"

BBC2 are reshowing it at the moment.

>story had something to do with an international peacekeeping force of the
>Spectrum.

>future battling some nasty aliens from Mars called Mysterons.  The
>earthlings were led by a hero

Spectrum is actually led by Colonel White. As well as Captain Scarlet,
there are Captains Blue, Green, Magenta, and Ochre, all with suitable
colour jackets. Probably others as well.

Also the Angels, women flying interceptor/ground attack aircraft from
Spectrum Cloudbase. Harmony is the only name I can remember, but three of
them feature regularly.

>named Captain Scarlet who was supposedly indestructible due to a botched
>alien attempt to possess his soul.

The main bad guy was Captain Black, who they had succeeded with.  The
Mysterons had they power to replace destroyed machinery with duplicates
under their control, which they tended to use to set up booby traps.
Mysteron agents (and Captain Scarlet) could only be harmed by high-voltage
electricity.

The Mysterons had a habit of announcing that they would destroy certain
installations, or kill certain people, at the start of the episode, defying
the Earthlings to try and stop them. Sometimes Spectrum stopped them,
sometimes the Mysterons succeeded. Fairly often Captain Scarlet gets
trapped in an explosion or is in a crash, or otherwise would have been
killed if he wasn't indestructible.

The fact that White is good and Black is bad led to charges of racism when
the reshowing started, in spite of the fact that Captain Black has white
skin, and Spectrum is multi-racial.  [Actually I think the Mysterons had
some reason for interpreting the first Earth mission to Mars as an attack,
so if we can persuade them it was all a misunderstanding, they might not be
bad after all.  I didn't see the first episode though.]

>There were other similar shows employing marionettes such as
>"Thunderbirds" and "Fireball X15".  I think they called their technique
>"Supermarionation" or something.

Also Stingray. All done by Gerry Anderson.

Alan Braggins
armb@setanta.demon.co.uk
abraggins@cix.compulink.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 17:07:11 GMT
From: dchackett@aol.com (DCHackett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Captain Scarlet & the Mysterons

mkoh@vcd.hp.com (Ming Koh) writes:
>Does anyone remember a series which first aired in the '60s called
>"Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons?"  I believe it was a British
>production

Yes! I loved that show although I only dimly remember it, being quite young
at the time. It was produced by Gerry Anderson who created the technique of
"Supermarionation" that he used in Supercar, Fireball XL5, Thunderbirds and
some others (there was one about a submarine I think).  He also produced
the live action shows "UFO" & "Space 1999."

I think that Captain Scarlet is available on videotape. Either that or the
Sci Fi channel will end up with them, I think they show "UFO" now and maybe
some other Anderson productions. Of course my cable co. has no plans to
pick up the SF Channel, I think it's time for a dish in the yard.

Don

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 22:10:13 GMT
From: dszpiro@ivey.business.uwo.ca (Daniel A. Szpiro)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Captain Scarlet & the Mysterons

I'm certain you'll find plenty of people in this group who are familiar
with Gerry Anderson's Supermarionation series.

I was in London last week and visited the Forbidden Planet store on New
Oxford Street. There was LOTS of stuff on Captain Scarlet and the
Thunderbirds including a series of foot-tall marionettes of the entire
Thunderbirds cast. I picked up a great book which is a wealth of
information on Anderson's work:

   Supermarionation Classics: Stingray, Thunderbirds and Captain Scarlet
   & the Mysterons (304 pages)

   published by:
   Boxtree Limited
   Broadwall House
   21 Broadwall
   London, SE1 9PL
   ISBN 1 85283 900 7
   14.99 Sterling

This is a great reference with episode guides and quite a bit of background
info.

Daniel A. Szpiro
Western Business School
The University of Western Ontario
London, Ontario, Canada, N6A 3K7
dszpiro@ivey.business.uwo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 18:59:40 GMT
From: aei5w@watt.seas.virginia.edu (Alvaro Enrique Incer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Captain Scarlet & the Mysterons

   The sci-fi channel aired it last summer. At the time, I was working in
DC during the summer and would turn on the TV in the morning while I ate
breakfast. i was actually surprised at how goos a show it was. I was never
really fond of the other Gerry Anderson (SP?) series, but this one was
actually well written.

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 02:43:11 GMT
From: alpert@netaxs.com (Robert Alpert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Captain Scarlet & the Mysterons

Ming Koh (mkoh@vcd.hp.com) wrote:
>I think Gerry Anderson did a fantastic job portraying his vision of the
>future with his models and miniatures.  Does anyone know if he's still
>around?

My favorite is his vision of the 21st century as depicted in the
Thunderbirds - a future where all the cars look like mid-sixties Pontiacs,
Fords, and Plymouths; and sixties style architecture is still in full
swing.

Bob Alpert
alpert@access.netaxs.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 23:52:47 GMT
From: eric@polaris.async.vt.edu (Eric Pawtowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Captain Scarlet & the Mysterons

The Submarine one is called "StingRay".  According to a book on odd SF
shows I once read, StingRay was one of the first SuperMarionation shows.
Anderson chose to put the action on a submarine because it meant the
characters didn't have to walk a lot, which is hard to do with a puppet.

The SF channel has another one, "TerraHawks", which seems to have been a
newer production - one of the characters plays a video game that looks like
an early Atari-type games.

epawtows@polaris.async.vt.edu
epawtows@vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 10:39:09 GMT
From: adrian@cee.hw.ac.uk (Adrian Hurt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Captain Scarlet & the Mysterons

mkoh@vcd.hp.com (Ming Koh) writes:
>What's the deal with the Spectrum Pursuit Vehicles?  They look like they
>drive backwards!

True.  Apparently it's supposed to make them safer in a collision.  On the
other hand, since the driver has a very limited view and his body moves in
the wrong direction (compared to what he sees) every time the vehicle
turns, collisions are rather more likely.

>I think Colonel White needs to loosen up a little.

I don't.  As the chief of the whole organisation, he has to maintain
discipline.  At the same time, he has shown that he can display a sense of
humour when appropriate.  There was the episode when most of the people on
Cloudbase were ill after celebrating the foundation of SPECTRUM with some
champagne that turned out to have been drugged; Colonel White gave them all
a good telling-off, and then joined in the celebration at the end while
pointing out that everyone else had got the wrong date.  There was also the
time when Captain Scarlet saved his life, but in doing so disobeyed orders;
Colonel White sentenced Captain Scarlet to death for such insubordination,
then said "Well, there's no point in putting *you* in front of a firing
squad".

>I think Gerry Anderson did a fantastic job portraying his vision of the
>future with his models and miniatures.  Does anyone know if he's still
>around?

He certainly got one aspect of the future correct.  One episode featured
the organisation under attack, everyone (including Captain Scarlet) being
killed, and Cloudbase being shot down; then it turned out it was all a bad
dream of one of the Angels.  A plot device which was to be used some years
in the future by the soap opera "Dallas". :-)

As for Gerry Anderson, the most recent work of his that I have seen is
unlikely to have been shown outside this country.  It was a few years ago,
and it was a number of animations which were used as advertisements for the
Royal Bank of Scotland.  They weren't Supermarionation, they were rather
abstract.  Also, every time Gerry Anderson's work is discussed here, I
always find myself wondering one thing:

Am I the only person who has seen "Dick Spanner"?  This was another
animated series, and was a spoof of detective series such as "Mike Hammer".
Most of the humour was spoken puns, but there were some visual jokes which
you had to watch carefully to see, such as the poster on a wall showing an
Arnie clone looking menacing and holding up a paint-roller; Arnold
Schwartzburger in "The Decorator".  This series definitely came after
"Terrahawks".  The same logo appears at the end of the programme, and a
couple of Cuboids appear in an alleyway looking down and out.

Adrian Hurt
adrian@cee.hw.ac.uk
...!uknet!cee.hw.ac.uk!adrian

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 00:23:39 GMT
From: bjork@badlands.nodak.edu (Patrick B Bjork)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander

I hope this isn't too trivial a post: My wife is a _Highlander_ devotee but
she suspects the production staff has lost control of the show.  According
to her, they are overcompensating for the loss of the original female lead
so that currently there are entirely too many new characters, too many plot
lines, too many loose ends. As a result, the show has lost its focus. Does
anyone have any thoughts on these criticisms?

Patrick Bjork
Bismarck State College
bjork@badlands.nodak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 23:32:08 GMT
From: JDUDLEY@ksuvxa.kent.edu (Joe Dudley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re "Planet of the Apes" show and cartoon

I remember these shows, and I found them disappointing because the writing
just wasn't as good as the writing for the movies.

Also, there was an "Apes" comic and magazine.

Joe Dudley
JDUDLEY@ksuvxa.kent.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 00:41:40 GMT
From: eyeballk@orion.login.qc.ca (The Eyeball Kid)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TEK WAR

I finally had the opportunity to see this show when it was aired on CFCF
and CGOH in Montreal.

A wretched mindlessly stupid piece of crap. After TEK WAR I can almost take
ACCAPULCO HEAT, or TARZAN seriously.

But worse than that, I hear it's been picked up as a series - yes a 22
episode season. If that's the case, Shatner and all the Executives involved
should rot in hell.

Morons.

Nice SPFX though.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Television - Lois and Clark (6 msgs) & Doctor Who (2 msgs) &
                    Robocop & Red Dwarf & Red Planet

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 15:41:33 GMT
From: renate@mcs.com (Renate Brink)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois and Clark ( 5/1 ) -  * SPOILERS *

dk738@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (David F. Fink) writes:
>A good episode.  I especially liked the ending where Superman flies to the
>North Pole just to yell NOOOOOOOOOOOOO!!!!!!!!!!!! and ends up cracking a
>glacier !  The topper was when, at the same time, Lois looks up and has
>that look on her face like "Did you just hear something ?"  I loved it.

I noticed that look on Lois's face, too, but I thought I might be reading
more into it than was intended.  So ... someone else saw it that way, too.

>Perry's outburst toward Lex when Luthor introduced Chip to him was great,
>too.  I was just WAITING for him to explode, and he didn't disappoint me.
>The way Perry threw Chip out and let Lex have it increased the respect I
>have for this character, that he won't take the situation lying down,
>he'll meet it head-on.

I am a big fan of Lane Smith (who plays Perry.)  He is the perfect choice
for that role.  I loved the whole speech, including the Cow-Chip comment.

>That's why Perry's sudden retirement announcement caught me off guard.
>Where was the fire ( no pun intended ) that I had seen only a few moments
>ago?  Someone destroys his paper, and he's willing to say "Forget it,
>let's move on"?  Sorry, but I'm not buying that for a minute.  It's not in
>this character to give up so easily.  I hope that next week's episode
>proves me right.

I have more faith in Perry.  I don't think he's giving up.  I think he's
regrouping.  People like Perry don't just retire.

I love this show.

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 16:35:18 GMT
From: roberts@phoenix.ocf.llnl.gov (Don Roberts)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois and Clark ( 5/1 ) -  * SPOILERS *

David F. Fink (dk738@cleveland.Freenet.Edu) writes:
>A good episode.  I especially liked the ending where Superman flies to the
>North Pole just to yell NOOOOOOOOOOOOO!!!!!!!!!!!! and ends up cracking a
>glacier !  The topper was when, at the same time, Lois looks up and has
>that look on her face like "Did you just hear something ?"  I loved it.

Sunday night's episode, "Barbarians at the Planet," was *terrific*. In
general, I like the show quite a lot: I think it's funny, clever, and I
like the romantic tension between Lois and Clark. But Sunday night's show
took it to another level - tragedy and drama. You could feel Clark's pain
when Lois told him she "loved him like a brother" and then told Superman
she would "love him even if he were normal." And the way Lex manipulated
things to totally turn Lois's life upside down and make her susceptible to
his proposal was masterful (and evil).

>Perry's outburst toward Lex when Luthor introduced Chip to him was great,
>too.  I was just WAITING for him to explode, and he didn't disappoint me.
>The way Perry threw Chip out and let Lex have it increased the respect I
>have for this character, that he won't take the situation lying down,
>he'll meet it head-on.

I agree, it was classic. However...

>That's why Perry's sudden retirement announcement caught me off guard.
>Where was the fire ( no pun intended ) that I had seen only a few moments
>ago ?  Someone destroys his paper, and he's willing to say "Forget it,
>let's move on"?  Sorry, but I'm not buying that for a minute.  It's not in
>this character to give up so easily.  I hope that next week's episode
>proves me right.

Bingo! After Perry's explosion over "Chip," everything else he did during
the show seemed out of character. I think there was so much ground to cover
in the show among Clark, Lois, and Lex that Perry's part ended up falling
flat (not to mention Jimmy and Jack - and the total absence of Cat).

Great throwaway lines from the show:

Jimmy: "Gee, they really *are* pink."

Newsagent to Clark (as he and Lois are entering the lobby of the Planet,
playing their trivia game): "Mr. Kent, your flying magazine is in."

Don Roberts
University of California
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory         
dwr@llnl.gov 

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 13:48:40 GMT
From: lunatic@asylum.hq.af.mil (Jeff Kirvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois and Clark ( 5/1 ) -  * SPOILERS *

Spoilers

Are we seeing the end of L&C? Levine, the executive producer, said in TV
Guide that she didn't want Lois and Clark to have to admit their feelings
for a few seasons, but if it looked as though the series might be (gasp!)
cancelled, she would resolve it real quick. Is next week's episode not only
the season finale, but the _series_ finale?

I hope not, cause this show is second only to Babylon 5 in my book, but
it's got me wondering...

Jeff Kirvin
lunatic@asylum.hq.af.mil

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 18:49:36 GMT
From: sykes@ms.uky.edu (Jeffery D. Sykes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Superman Electronic Magazine

This is a call for subscriptions for a new electronic magazine dedicated to
Superman comics and other media.  The magazine, entitled KRYPTONIAN
CYBERNET, will contain previews and reviews of comics related to DC's
current family of Superman titles, articles about LOIS & CLARK: THE NEW
ADVENTURES OF SUPERMAN and any other incarnations of Superman in non-comics
media, a recurring column spotlighting Superman villains, spotlights of
past issues (both pre- and post-Byrne), and many other assorted articles
and columns dedicated to the Man of Steel.

In future months, we hope to have an interview with SUPERMAN writer/ artist
Dan Jurgens.  Assuming we get approval from DC, we will also include fanfic
and fan art in upcoming issues - art would be available via an ftp site in
order that we keep the magazine itself in the simplest format possible.

Each issue will have a contest of some sort - trivia questions, etc..  At
some point we will try and offer prizes for contest winners.

Initially, the magazine will be mailed (via e-mail) and posted to various
newsgroups on a monthly basis.  If demand necessitates it, we will increase
the frequency of the issues.

If KRYPTONIAN CYBERNET interests you, you can subscribe via e-mail: Send me
a message at

   sykes@ms.uky.edu

with no body and a subject line which reads:

   KC: subscribe

The first issue should be distributed around May 16!

Jeffery D. Sykes
University of Kentucky
Department of Mathematics		
sykes@ms.uky.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 08:38:57 GMT
From: dk738@cleveland.freenet.edu (David F. Fink)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lois & Clark (5/8) -  *SPOILERS*  (long)

Spoilers await :

   I feel cheated.  I expected much more from the season finale than THIS.
Some good moments, but not enough to save the show, IMHO.  Comments to
follow.

1) Super Lex.  This was a GOOD one.  It showed exactly just how threatened
Luthor was by Superman; out of all the choices that his virtual reality
helmet could've given him, he chose to be Superman.  Or, seeming to have
won everything (including Lois), Luthor still wanted more.  An interesting
look into his psychotic mind.  :)

2) When Clark was meditating (in mid-air), did anyone out there say
"OOOHHMMMM !" along with his floating ?  C'mon, admit it !

3) Perry.  He's one of the few things that didn't disappoint.  Just as I'd
expected, his retirement made him miserable.  I liked the way he ordered
Clark to say that he needed him.  The way he pulled the "troops" together
to find out the truth was right in character, too.
    Even the way he handled James Earl Jones's character (forget the name)
was vintage Perry.  When he turned Perry down to rebuild the Planet, you
just knew that he would use psychology on him in order to beat out Luthor.
And, it worked.  Bravo, Perry !

4) Jack.  This one puzzled me.  The kid was arrested for blowing up the
Planet building, and they just send him to Juvenile Hall?  If that wasn't
enough, he just walks out of there and then becomes part of an intensive
investigation into Luthor's activities?  Under other circumstances, I
might have bought it (like, having Jack cleared of the charges first).
Here, sorry, no sale.

5) Lois.  She was almost a non-factor in this show.  Granted, it was
supposed to be her wedding, but she acted like she was totally out of it.
Ignoring Luthor so much, pining after her friends, being blinded by
Luthor's deceit.  Only after Clark talked to her in her convertible
("you're an investigative reporter, Lois.  Investigate!") did she recover a
little.  I think it also helped Lois to focus on the events of her life
since she met Clark, and that's what helped her to finally say "No" to
Luthor at the altar.

6) Superman.  Another non-factor.  I know that the emphasis is supposed to
be on Lois and Clark (hence the title of the show), but at least we get to
see Superman DO something in each episode.  This time, all he did was get
caught in a Kryptonite cage and then make good his escape.  I'd have
thought he'd have at least played a part in stopping the wedding, but they
didn't even let him do that.  All those powers, and he couldn't even help
her (Lois).  :)

7) Cliches.  Here's what really ruined the story for me.  Luthor, having
gone to all that trouble to buy and destroy the Planet, marry Lois, and
ruin her friends, is undone in less than 1 hour by four people?  Where
were they all season?  Couldn't they figure it out before today?  Please!
     The worst one of all, however, was when Luthor left the key to the
Kryptonite cage on the wine barrel and left the scarf in the cell with
Superman.  Who COULDN'T figure out that Superman would then, somehow, get
hold of the key and free himself ?  Inhaling to pull the key towards him, I
could see.  But, blowing it just so that it HOOKS the key, and pulls it off
the barrel ?  My suspension of disbelief has reached its limit.  When they
have to resort to cheap cliches like this, it's time to get new writers.

8) The ending.  Another of the few saving graces.  So many questions arise:
what did Luthor tap into the computer just before he jumped?  I think it
was the order to have his body stolen after death in order to be cloned.
That way, Luthor could have virtual immortality.  Not of the ordinary for a
twisted mind like his.  His little tribute to James Cagney ("top of the
world") was right on target.
    When Clark saw Luthor falling, then said "I can't", a number of
possibilities come to mind.  Was he still too weak from the Kryptonite to
save him, couldn't he save him but Lois was there, or did his innate sense
of justice tell him that Luthor brought this on himself, and he refused to
save him?  I tend to believe the first option, although any one of them is
valid.

     Also, in the end, Luthor cheated the Planet people out of the greatest
story the world has seen, the downfall of Lex Luthor, his suicide, and the
possible crumbling of his empire.  Who knows, maybe Luthor thought it was
worth it.

Overall, a disappointment.  Some saving moments (Perry, the ending, the
teamwork), but the cliches that were included ruined it for me.  :(

Comments welcome. 

Until next time.

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 20:03:00 GMT
From: HWYNDON@ja1.jsc.nasa.gov ("Wyndon, Henry H.")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lois and Clark

I was somewhat disappointed at the season finale of "Lois and Clark."  Lex
Luther is the most colorful character they have.  Why did they kill him
off? Did the butler steal the body?  Will he attempt to clone him back into
existence?

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 01:20:59 GMT
From: eglover@pinyon.libre.com (Eugene Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Doctor Who

Diane Westerfield (wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu) wrote:
>Hey, I liked Colin and all, but hasn't he really gone to seed?

Although I personally liked Colin Baker as one of the best Doctor's...(not
his fault it was during the driest of the Nathan-Turner years), my post
about bringing him back was a smart-ass crack designed to point up the
concept of "WHY would anyone want McCoy?"...  His tenure as Doctor came
during the NEXT-TO-DRIEST of the Nathan-Turner years.  Both his and C.
Baker's portrayals were forced into the burlesque by the horrible writing
and design during that period...  Davison's plots were the only ones that
had a semblance of sincerity during that evil, dark time...  (and I can't
say I cared for them, just that they were played straight.

No Doctor ever tainted by the Nathan-Turner curse can come back under a
"real" production

In retrospect, the Nathan-Turner years were worse than I thought they were
at the time (and that was pretty bad.)

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 03 May 1994 10:57:12 -0400 (EDT)
From: FROSTJO@hugse1.harvard.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Doctor Who

In regards to news of the good doctor's return to television, it is true
that Amblin entertainment (Steven Spielberg's company) has purchased the
option to make Doctor Who from the BBC. This doesn't necessarily mean,
however, that Amblin will actually make the show. (This may sound like a
strange way to work, but I think it's fairly typical for the entertainment
business.  Think how many movies get made and then never released.)
    I'm pleased to hear that there are Sylvester McCoy fans out there who
want the show to continue with him and Sophie Aldred (Ace) in the role, but
I hope that Amblin actually ends up doing something new and different...
The beauty of the show is that it's constantly changing.

Josh

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 00:15:48 GMT
From: rakshi@prostar.com (Rakshi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robocop - hokey or not?

> I'd rather they keep out the computer persona and the kid.  The kid

Hmmm, is the kid present in order to appeal to kids who watch the show, or
is there some sort of rulebook, written by the great god Roddenberry, that
a scifi show has to have a precocious juvenile?  Gadget is present to
fulfill the needs of wildcard problem solving, but she is also living in
extremely odd circumstances; she apparently receives no emotional
nurturance from anyone on the show (in fact, receives frequent putdowns)
and seems to live at the police station. No reality in it. At least Wesley
had a mother and a fairly normal home life.

>Actually, I like Diana (the computer persona).  She provides an
>interesting contrast and friend for Murphy, who is so obviously torn up
>inside.

I like Diana, too.  But I didn't see the pilot and I don't know how she
came to exist.  Anyone?

>Considering the amount of CRAP sci-fi on television as of late, that
>simply tosses sparkles and special effects at you, devoid of story or
>life, Robocop is a welcome addition to my viewing schedule.

Mine too.  I especially liked the view we just had in the Vigilante/ Fun
episode that Murphy's own moral beliefs and desires and the programming of
the cyborg he occupies are definitely at odds with each other, and that the
programming is definitely dominant.  An even deeper view of the conflicts
within him. The writers are doing a very good job.  I hope Robocop gets
picked up for next season.

Rakshi

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 00:15:51 GMT
From: rakshi@prostar.com (Rakshi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: red dwarf

I just attended Anglicon in Seattle.  Craig Charles (who plays Dave Lister)
was the guest, and sat for an hour of Q&A.  He said there will be a season
7 of Red Dwarf, and probably more seasons.  He says he wants to keep doing
it, but he doesn't want to be doing Lister fifteen years from now. He said
there are still lots of possibilities of plot, but he wants the Lister
character to get laid more often, and wishes the writers would cooperate.

The Liverpool accent that Dave Lister has is Craig Charles' real accent,
though he also dropped into a Standard English accent once or twice for a
sentence or two.  He was utterly charming and answered even the most
hackneyed questions as if he'd never heard them before.  He was suffering
from a bad case of the flu he'd picked up in France.  He was a stand up
comic before he got the part in Red Dwarf, so he was also very funny.

He didn't have much news about future Red Dwarf story lines, probably
because he won't known anything until the studio begins production of the
next season.

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 06:51:40 GMT
From: tmorgan@astro.as.arizona.edu (Tad Morgan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Red Planet

john.earickson@graphicsbbs.com (John Earickson) writes:
>I was watching Fox this morning and saw an interesting commercial for a
>show called Red Planet. I really like sci-fi shows, does anyone know
>anything about this new animated sereis that'll appear Saturday mornings?
>There wasn't enough animation shown to judge on the quality.

This ad was the first I had heard of the series also.  What caught my eye,
though, was that the full title reads "*Robert A. Heinlein's* Red Planet".
_Red Planet_ was one of Heinlein's juvenile sf books and would make an
interesting story and background to base an animated action/sf series on.
I'll have to watch the ad closer to see if any of it matches my _very_
fuzzy recollection of the book (come to think of it, my dad read it to me
in elementary school - my, that *was* a long time ago).  Now if there were
any sort of chance that they did justice to the original work...

Tad Morgan
tmorgan@as.arizona.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

                     Administrivia - New Address for Discussions,
		     Television - Babylon 5 (15 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 10 May 94 10:31:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Administrivia


There has been a lot of discussion lately about the new television show -
Babylon 5.  Because of the amount of mail, a new USEnet newsgroup has been
established to separate discussions of this show from other sf television
shows.  In order to facilitate traffic flow between the newsgroups and
Sf-Lovers Digest I've established a new address for discussions:  

      sf-lovers-babylon5@rutgers.edu

Please use this address from now on when submitting articles about this
show or replying to message in the Digest discussing this show.  

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-Lovers Digest

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 16:53:55 GMT
From: BKKCSJU@sjumusic.stjohns.edu (CARROLL, PATRICK C)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Earth Alliance is a farce

How could any other world take this one seriously when on it people are
discussing a real SUCKY show like babylon5. The acting is worse than Star
Trek, and the special effects are not much better. I have to get out of the
US. Stuff like this scares me.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 05:33:25 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski) writes:
>The most recent episode "Believers" was so excellent that I believe it
>deserves to get a special award all its own, just as ST:TNG's "The Measure
>of a Man" did.
>
>I am in still in awe of that episode.  It was one of the best things I
>have ever seen on television.

Hmm...  I thought all three big shows (B5/TNG/DSN) were rather below-par
this week.  Not "bad", but nothing really outstanding.  Believers was well
written and performed, but it almost might as well have been a documentary
since we hear the exact same thing from the various child-abusing religious
fanatics we have today.  It seemed like they were just going through the
motions...

BTW, I certainly hope those parents were prosecuted for MURDER!  I
personally would also lock up the ones who let their children die in the
name of some "god", but there was NO "gray area" in what they ended up
doing to the kid.  If those parents were insane enough not to want him,
then he should have been placed in some sort of "foster home".

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 06:58:59 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What does Kosh think of *himse

   I think Kosh would see himself more as the avalanche then as the
pebbles.  I think it refers more to the inevitability of some changes
happening in the world around them.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 07:37:41 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ATTN JMS!

   "Where are the children of Babylon 5?"
 
   Where are the children of Los Angeles International Airport?
 
   Answer: going and coming, but not generally staying for any period of
time.  B5 is like a massive airport or airport/hotel complex.  The only
people who generally LIVE there are those who WORK there; everybody else is
going or coming.  It's not a place you'd bring kids (remember what happened
to the LAST Babylon stations).
 
   As it is, a kid - adolescent - appears in three stories this season:
Purple, Believers, and Legacies...and that's at least two more than I'm
comfortable with.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 13:41:45 GMT
From: shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com (Jim Shupe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams) writes:
> BTW, I certainly hope those parents were prosecuted for MURDER!  I
> personally would also lock up the ones who let their children die in the
> name of some "god", but there was NO "gray area" in what they ended up
> doing to the kid.  If those parents were insane enough not to want him,
> then he should have been placed in some sort of "foster home".

So you, the second poster (Dean), missed the point that the show was trying
to make entirely?  The point was, IMNSHO, that no one person/group/race/
species, has the right to judge the belief systems of another, at least not
in a political place like B5.

I assume you are Christian or at least agree with certain Christian ethics
against the sacrifice of children (NOTE: this was not always the case).  If
you are then something which Sinclair was taught should come to mind...
Judge not lest ye be Judged.  It is not your, or my, or Sinclair's duty to
judge the beliefs of these people, (at least in the Christian belief system
it's not).

If you are from the US then there is something called the Second Ammendment
to the US Constitution which also states that one shall be free to practice
their religion without governmental interference (NOTE this is currently
being underminded).

So what's the point?  The point of the show was that reactionary judgement
based upon our own belief systems of other peoples is not appropriate, at
least that's what I saw/heard.  I assume that as commander of the station
Sinclair MUST respect the beliefs of other sentients as long as 1) it
doesn't endanger the station 2) it does not danger the mission of the
station 3) it does not endanger the EA 4) it does not endanger individuals
on the station... IN THAT ORDER.  So this one kid's life would not be worth
setting a precedent that other sentient's belief systems are NULL on B5.

shupe@rchland

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 14:02:34 GMT
From: shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com (Jim Shupe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kosh and Vorlons

First a question:

In either Believers or Deathwalker didn't Kosh or somone talking about Kosh
say something about his staff?  A vague recollection.

Anyhow, my feeling about Kosh (as a common Vorlon) is that they think of
things in a much broader context than the other sentients we've met on B5.

For example, Kosh states in "Believers" - "The avalanche has started, it is
too late for the pebbles to vote."  There are a number of ways that this
could be taken...

1) That a certain series of events has begun which the actions of the
   individuals in the universe can not alter (the serum's existence)...
2) That Sinclair's evolution (spiritual/mental) that is being shepherded by
   the Minbari and Vorlons took precedent over Kosh's will to intervene (if
   any)...
3) The obvious, who are you pebbles to vote when we boulder types have
   already decided to movedown hill?  Follow, or get crushed.  Implying
   that Everyone here at B5 has decided that certain rules are to be
   enforced, and Sinclair's decision is likely part of the avalanche.

In "Deathwalker" Kosh says--"You are not ready for immortality."...
1) Kosh is talking only to Sinclair (Didn't Iron heart say he'd see
   Sinclair in a million years?)... Implying that Sinclair is ultimately
   going to realize immortality but is not ready for the step yet...
2) All the sentients on the "bridge" are not ready...
3) That the Vorlons are not ready for the other sentients to have 
   immortality.

I would contend that Kosh might mean any or all these things.  We know they
are secretive, that could be the reason for the Buddhist type sayings but
it might also be just a different way of thought being translated into
things.  If you remember in Believers again Kosh says "Listen to the music,
not only the song" (or something close)... perhaps more is said in their
natural language than can be communicated...?

shupe@rchland

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 14:11:58 GMT
From: mab@panix.com (Michael A. Burstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Why Vorlons on B5?

Joe, after "Deathwalker" I started wondering why the Earth Alliance invited
the Vorlons to send an ambassador to Babylon 5. Supposedly, once Kosh
arrived there were now representatives of the five major races, but very
little about the Vorlons seems to make them major.  In fact, many members
of the League of Non-Aligned Worlds seem to have more influence than Kosh.
So what I want to know is, what did the Vorlons ever do to make the EA
consider them a major enough race to be on the "Security Council" of B5?

Michael A. Burstein
mab@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 16:13:26 GMT
From: earl_keyser@hopkins.k12.mn.us (Earl Keyser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

Dean Adams, dadams@netcom.com writes:
>BTW, I certainly hope those parents were prosecuted for MURDER!  I
>personally would also lock up the ones who let their children die in the
>name of some "god", but there was NO "gray area" in what they ended up
>doing to the kid.  If those parents were insane enough not to want him,
>then he should have been placed in some sort of "foster home".

No, you're not listening to Joe.

Watch the Doctor's reaction.  He is sickened, frustrated, angry and,
ultimately, defeated.  He's put himself as GREAT risk (and should have been
court-martialed) by performing the operation.

But this is HIS (and Sinclair's morality).  NOT that of the parents.  To
them, the child's soul is lost.  He is a shell.  They are simply completing
a process the stupid Doctor started.

But, another question arises.  This is the SECOND time the Doctor has dealt
with the soul.  The first time he was blatantly skeptical - Soul Hunter.
Now, Believers, he sees what belief in a soul can do.  Are we building up
to a BIG TIME drama testing the doctor's classical, Western belief in
SCIENCE vs. mysticism?

And, will the Minbari show us more about their belief in souls? 

This is good stuff for thought.  Thanks, JMS.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 16:27:29 GMT
From: smirnov@buphy.bu.edu (Anton Smirnov)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" (SPOILERS)

I was half expecting the parents to kill the kid ("long journey"), but I
was hoping B5 wouldn't portray religious extremism in such a shallow
manner: the concept of loving parents being able to kill a child for their
religion seems to be unrealistic. It would have made more sense to me for
them to disown him, maybe abandon him on B5. Maybe it's just because I'm
Jewish.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 17:16:09 GMT
From: bell@rock.enet.dec.com (Shane L. Bell - So many books so little time)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" (SPOILERS)

   I thought it was a good episode, good acting for the most part.  However
I also could see where it was going.  My major gripe was that the doctor
should have been kicked off the station.  He better be on his best
behaviour for quite a while.  Any another disobedience and Sinclair had
better ship him off.  While I can understand some leeway from Sinclair, it
shouldn't be abused.

Shane L. Bell
bell@rock.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Apr 94 20:05:43 GMT
From: wendy@uhunix3.uhcc.hawaii.edu (Wendy Schultz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Furlan in Starlog

For those who do not regularly read, or look for, _Starlog_: Issue #202,
May 1994, includes an interview with Mira Furlan.  The article contains
also five photographs [for scan-fans]: 2 "pr" portraits - one of Delenn,
one of the ambassadors as a group; one of Delenn and Sinclair; one of
Delenn and the Soulhunter; and one of Mira Furlan as her own self
[*lovely*].

The interview itself focuses more on the transition she and her husband
have made to the US theatre/film industry than it does on B5.  Which
reminds me:

JMS: please relay to Ms. Furlan and her husband our concern that their
relatives and friends still in Croatia are safe and well, and best wishes
in that regard.  We who love the show have great reason to be grateful to
her for bringing such a splendid character so vividly to life.

Wendy L. Schultz
Hawaii Research Center for Futures Studies
wendy@hawaii.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 01:28:06 GMT
From: wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Diane Westerfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: G'Kar doesn't like Earthers? (minor spoilers)

In "Believers," the alien couple go to G'Kar for help.  At some point in
the conversation they say that they thought he would help them because he
doesn't like Earthers.  Now I'm confused.  I thought G'Kar liked to nettle
Sinclair for obscure purposes of his own but, everybody knows he has a
thing for humaniwomen.  So, does he only like humans when they're female
and in his bed??  ;^)

I may have interpreted this wrong.  Perhaps they were trying to imply that
Narns in general don't like Earthers.  Why would this be so?  Are they
annoyed by Babylon 5's purpose, "the last best hope for peace"?  I suppose
galactic peace might make a dent in their weapons sales, not to mention
retard their plans for vengeance on the Centauri, and expansion in general.

Diane Westerfield
wes5@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 01:35:21 GMT
From: banz@pegasus.rutgers.edu (Drifter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: Wow, what an episode!

   So I have been critical of B5 when it began as a regular series, sue me.
This episode, although I didn't see a little of the beginning, was very
good and I have to admit, if the show keeps up with this quality then I
would probably start buying tapes soon to record what I might miss.  I will
not give any spoilers but I must say that the episode ranks with "Inner
Light" and "Duet" to those of you TNG and DS9 fans.  Go see the rerun!  I
know I will, and with my VCR ready.

this is a 10 in my book, all of the actors were excellent especially the
guy who plays Sinclair, not to mention the main characters. (See, I don't
watch this show a lot) The special effects are there, but aren't really
important to the main plot.  This is truly a gem for those who do not see
much of the religion issues done right.  (Oops, is that a spoiler?)  It
made me think, and I'm not exactly what you call a devout Christian, of the
consequences of acting on our beliefs.  I have said too much already, now
go see this episode!

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 01:36:07 GMT
From: jjfloyd@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Jered Floyd)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Believers n'Spoo

Joe Straczynski: Another great episode.

First, non-spoilers. Technical stuff.

1) Dolby Surround spoo'ed. I wasn't getting any surround until one point,
the emotional part with the parents (I'm trying to be vague as to not
induce spoilers), and at the point, dialog started randomly switching
channels. Ruined the scene for me.

2) WXON Channel 20 talked over, and CUT SHORT, the end credits. So, who
wrote "Believers"?

3) None of the actors got the pronunciation correct. It's "Industrial
spoo", not "Industrial goo."

4) In the one shot where we got to see the core of B5, where the parents
are speaking with Delenn, the background seems INCREDIBLY painted on.
Also, Delenn's makeup seemed uneven.

That's far enough for people who don't want to be spoiled...

Good episode! I really liked the fact that I wasn't sure what was going to
happen until the end. But, it seemed that part was written so that more was
revealed to us than to the actors, but it came off like Dr. Franklin was a
dolt. This is before the parents kill the 'shell'.

I'd comment more on the content, but I'm tired.

Rating: Ohhh....8 point 5. Now, put down the baseball bat, JMS...

Jered Floyd
jjfloyd@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 02:14:34 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Believers" & DS9 novel: Great minds think alike?

I almost hate to point it out... I have the feeling I'll get flamed for it
but, the plot of "Believers" was awfully similar to a subplot in the Star
Trek: Deep Space Nine novel "The Siege," by Peter David.  In both stories,
a visiting alien couple on the space station have an ailing son and refuse
medical treatment for him because of their alien religious beliefs.  The
station doctor (Bashir in DS9, Franklin in B5) defies the parents' wishes
and higher authority on the station to treat the boy anyway.  The final
result is not the same in both stories, but in both it is ironic and
unhappy enough to cause the doctor to question his own decision.

I do *not* believe that writer David Gerrold plagiarized Peter David's
story idea.  I have enough respect for Gerrold as a writer not to believe
that.  It looks like David and Gerrold, both talented writers, happened to
come up with much the same idea independently.

The coincidence does suggest though that different writers can come up with
the same idea at about the same time and therefore that it is not a
foregone conclusion (as some B5 fans would have it) that DEEP SPACE NINE
itself was swiped from JMS' early ideas for B5.

(This is not B5 bashing by a diehard Trekkie; I consider my self a fan of
*both* DS9 and B5, respect the creators of both shows, and hope they both
continue and prosper.)

Bill Henley

------------------------------
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Date: 28 Apr 94 03:20:50 GMT
From: kychen@cco.caltech.edu (Kay-Yut Chen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Believers : comments and one nitpik

I just saw Believers .. actually twice. One on broadcast and rerun on tape
immediately.

It was a great episode. The writing is superb. They tackle the issue like
real people. I especially like the part where Franklin tried to explain to
the other doctor how to work "with" not "against" the patient's family. The
scenes into politics and legal precedence were very well done. It makes B-5
a believable place. The B-story with Ivanova is also nicely done with
gorgeous CGI. It also gave me a sense that B-5 is a big place and many many
things are happening at the same time.

Ok .. there is one nitpik though. That is in the escort story, Ivanova
said, "maximum speed" at some point. There is NO maximum speed in space!
(unless they meant light speed), not to mention speed is different when you
look at it at a difference frame of reference. (Of course, speed of light
is the same in all initial frame. That is the crucial principle behind the
Theory of Special Relativity. I know this is not consistent with common day
intuition. If you want to know more, any college physics text will have a
more detail explanation. Look under special relativity and Lorenz
transformation.)  It will make more sense to say "maximum acceleration". I
think the producers should know this by now. They have a science
consultant, don't they?

Kay-Yut Chen

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 04:33:58 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Why Vorlons on B5?

   The Vorlons are the great unknown.  They occupy a *huge* sector of
space.  No expedition ever sent to Vorlon space has ever returned, or sent
back word.  No human had ever even *seen* a Vorlon prior to Kosh's arrival
on B5.  Their technology is vastly superior to just about everyone else's.
To unravel the mystery, to maybe get a *piece* of their tech, is more than
sufficient inducement, I'd think.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 04:34:05 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" (SPOILERS)

   "The concept of loving parents being able to kill their child for their
religions seems to be unrealistic."
 
   Funny...I seem to recall this little story in the Old Testament about
how a good and wise man was asked by god to sacrifice his own son, to
himself kill his own child, and he was willing to do it, and was only
stopped by god saying, in essence, "April fool."
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 05:04:25 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

   RE: prosecuting the parents for murder...no, they won't be.  What they
did was perfectly permissible under their culture's laws.  On B5, as long
as you act within the laws of your own people, when dealing WITH your own
people, those laws apply.  The moment you act toward someone NOT in your
species (i.e., if they had killed a human child who underwent surgery),
then you come under the jurisdiction of Earth Alliance laws.  So no, they
will not be prosecuted.  You're trying to hold non-humans to human
traditional behavior.  Won't work.
 
   You want aliens who don't think quite the same as humans...you got 'em.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 05:07:55 GMT
From: gblake@mis.nu.edu (Gregory Blake)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Believers <spoilers>

SPOILERS follow

Well, I just finished watching this and it's still sitting fresh in my
mind.  All in all I thought the episode was pretty good, acting is getting
better.  I'm starting to like the doctor a lot, his behavior is quite
consistent from show to show.  I also liked many of the small parts of the
show, the switching from ambassador to ambassador with the parents.  It
helped to remind us that while we've seen all the races do good and not so
good things, they all still have one thing in common... they don't seem to
want to stick their necks out for someone else unless it has some direct
worth to them (well, maybe with the exception of kosh... but who the heck
knows what drives him).

I also really liked how the issue was 'resolved'.  Too many times when
issues such as this are addressed in television they take the easy way out.
They either have the child die before they can get help, or the Doc
operates without permission and gets away with it.  It was nice to see a
whole new race that was able to somewhat keep to its own beliefs and not
have them see the 'errors in their ways'.

I did have 2 small problems with the episode.  The first was the secondary
story.  I *LOVED* it up until right after, "good.... not good".  Then at
that point, we don't see anything else until the very end.  It really kind
of distressed me that they led up to a very tense moment, Ivanova seeing a
dozen raiders on her screens, to just having it solved by her coming
through a doorway and hearing that her ship was badly shot up... I want to
know if she blew away ALL those other ships by herself, and if so... I
want to see it!

The other part that kind of bothered me is much less tangible, I really
liked the other storyline, but something about the whole thing didn't
really hold me that much.  Maybe it was a little too drawn out or
something.

Gregory Blake
snooze@mis.nu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 05:13:46 GMT
From: doug.quinn@his.com (Doug Quinn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sinclair in BELIEVERS (*spoilers*) - YO JMS!!

Well!  *Spoilers* for BELIEVERS to follow

Now, _this_ was an interesting episode.  As I watched I couldn't help but
make a comparison to the Christian Scientist movement, a comparison which
in the end fell apart rather dramatically.  Here we have a race whose
religious beliefs preclude the cutting or puncturing of the skin, since to
do this would be to release the spirit and effectively end their notion of
life; what is a person without their soul?  In the course of events our
good doctor tries to go over the parent's heads for permission to operate
on the kid, but our station commander ends up siding with the parents after
what looks like some serious moral and political soul-searching.  This was
the unexpected bit; Sinclair decides to respect the beliefs of the parents
*and the child* and forbid the operation, a decision we see in retrospect
which would have been wisest if left alone.  I am uncomfortable with this,
as obviously Sinclair was as well, but a choice had to be made, and he made
one.  This is also different from the decision usually made when it comes
to Christian Scientist kids here in the U.S., where our courts of law
routinely allow treatment for serious medical problems over the objections
of their parents.

The outcome clouds things a bit.  "God save the child."  Our wise medical
team plays God and goes ahead with the operation anyway, only to have the
child's parents ritually kill "the shell" of their child, since to them,
their son's soul has already departed.  To contrast with the Christian
Scientist analogy again, the parents reject and kill their child as opposed
to accepting the child back as if nothing had happened (the C.S. position);
would we be so quick to allow our courts of law to dictate the medical
treatment of Christian Scientist children if their parents afterwards would
have nothing to do with them, or even worse, would try to kill them?  "You
had better measure the temperature in Hell first" seems amazingly
prophetic, considering what follows.

Interesting, interesting.  The tension between the scientific view of the
world and the religious view of creation, or even better, the line between
toleration and respect.  When we say we "respect" other's beliefs, don't we
usually mean "the other person is wrong, but I will tolerate their
ignorance"?  That certainly seems to be what Dr. Franklin was thinking - a
far cry from what Commander Sinclair had in mind when he made his decision
to forbid the operation.  Our man of science scoffed at "superstition,"
unaware or unable to see that his patient's view of life itself was
moderated through his religious beliefs, whereas our man of war understood
that without our beliefs, we have nothing at all.  One is a position of
arrogance, of toleration; the other is a position of respect.

And the scene in the garden at the end - how appropriately Biblical.  As I
sat watching the closing scenes with my viewing companions, observing Dr.
Franklin learn his lesson the hard way, one of my viewing companions (a
Lutheran seminarian) said of Sinclair's response as contrasted to
Franklin's, "That's the Catholic view and that's the Lutheran one."  This
was said half in jest, but it bears translation into slightly wider terms
pretty well such as hope versus despair, or redemption versus sin, to
continue to carry the religious parallels.  I'm impressed; it's hard enough
to make a decent SF show, but here's one that is profoundly religious as
well.

Babylon 5 is starting to become very interesting, indeed.

Way to go, JMS.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 05:39:46 GMT
From: keeper@cats.ucsc.edu (Ron O'Dell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: I don't trust Ivanova (Believers SPOILER)

Ivanova simply must be in with the raiders, or some raider group.

There is no way otherwise she would behave the way she did in front of a
superior officer.  She simply had business with the raiders, and needed to
be the one to go out.  That's why she got all whiny.  I cannot believe she
would behave that way in front of a superior officer under normal
circumstances.

A little strategic damaging to her ship, and all looks OK...

Ron O'Dell
keeper@cats.ucsc.edu
keeper@armory.com
keeper@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 06:16:07 GMT
From: keeper@cats.ucsc.edu (Ron O'Dell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: Believers n'Spoo

jjfloyd@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Jered Floyd) writes:
>1) Dolby Surround spoo'ed. I wasn't getting any surround until one point,
>the emotional part with the parents (I'm trying to be vague as to not
>induce spoilers), and at the point, dialog started randomly switching
>channels. Ruined the scene for me.

I don't have a Surround system - just an everyday stereo receiver but, I
had the funky audio in that scene (and one instance in an earlier scene),
as well.

>4) In the one shot where we got to see the core of B5, where the parents
>are speaking with Delenn, the background seems INCREDIBLY painted on.

This episode was the fifth one made, so it suffers from the infamous
monitor color adjustment problem in the garden.

One thing I wonder about is that if these people were of such an obscure
race, would their child be fluent in one of the languages Dr Franklin and
Commander Sinclair speak?  There wasn't much dialogue between the kid and
Earthers; this could have been a good opportunity to show that translation
teams exist on the station.

Of course, would there be a translator on the team who speaks that
language?

Ron O'Dell
keeper@cats.ucsc.edu
keeper@armory.com
keeper@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 08:20:08 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Believers" & DS9 novel: Great

   A couple points.  1) When "Believers" was written, Peter's book hadn't
yet hit the stands.  2) Peter likely got his notion of the sick kid and the
religious parents from the same basic source we did: the headlines.  This
has been an ongoing problem in real life for some time.  So he took that
real premise, and did one story based on it, and we did another
extrapolation.  This notion did *not* originate in the Trek universe...
 
JMS	                                                                  

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 08:59:13 GMT
From: johnvulich@delphi.com (John Vulich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Na'Toth: Same actress (Caitlin Brown), different makeup.

Michael A. Lowry <michaell@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu> writes:
>Watching "Deathwalker" last night, I noticed something that quite
>disturbed me.  The Na'Toth character in "Deathwalker" looks very different
>from the Na'Toth in "Parliament of Dreams".  Am I confusing Na'Toth with
>some other Narn diplomatic attache?  If not, then was the makeup merely
>done differently, or was the character played by a different actress?
 
The make-up that Caitlin Brown wore in "Parliment" was originaly designed
for another actress who got claustrophobic during a test make-up THE DAY
BEFORE SHOOTING. Caitlin was brought in at the last moment and the mask had
some problems, fit wise, but we made it work. As soon as we had the chance
we re-sculpted her pieces and tried to duplicate the original as much as
possible. This may acount for some of the discrepancies.  Also since
"Parliment" Caitlin has become insistent on having the appliance glued on
in a certian way and also doing her own eyeshadow and lips.
 
I hope this clears this mystery up.
 
PS I like the original version better also...
 
John Vulich

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 09:08:43 GMT
From: dbarber@crash.cts.com (David C. Barber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Believers/David Gerrold

Believers was *excellent*.  It was good to see the conflict truly taken to
the limits for all involved, and that people (such as the Dr.) would back
up their views with everything they had.

Sinclair IMHO made the *right* decision!

Having said all this, does David Gerrold have any more scripts in the
pipeline yet?

David Barber
dbarber@crash.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 09:15:56 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Believers : comments and one n

   Kay-Yut Chen...in your note, you take the story to task on the grounds
that "Ivanova said 'maximum speed' at some point.  There is NO maximum
speed in space."
 
   Just one problem: she never said that.
 
   This happens frequently.  People hear something wrong, and then say it's
an error on our part.
 
   She said either "maximum thrust" or "maximum burn."  Both refer to the
capacity of the engines on the starfuries, running at their highest level
of thrust output.
 
   Clearly, there is no maximum speed in space...but there is a limit to
how fast vessels can travel based on their ability to produce thrust to
propel them.  So even if it were used (and it wasn't), "maximum speed"
wouldn't refer to the universal structure, only to the greatest thrust that
these ships can produce on full power.  It's an *engine* remark.  To me
this is hair-splitting and misdirection.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 10:28:52 GMT
From: mab@panix.com (Michael A. Burstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kosh revealed in "Believers" (spoilers)

I don't know if anyone else noticed, but during this episode, Sinclair told
the viewers exactly what Kosh is!

SPOILERS AHEAD

Kosh is a camel's nose! :-) 

(Remember when Sinclair says that? Remember?  Uh, Joe, what are you doing
with that baseball bat? Joe? Umm..)

Michael A. Burstein
mab@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 12:02:31 GMT
From: nakhym@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5 Episode Believers

I just saw _Believers_, which I believe was written by David Gerrold.  Did
anyone out there catch the discussion between Sinclair and Garibaldi over
the request from the Shakespeare Company to transport (import/export)
pfingle eggs through Babylon 5?

The Shakespeare Company's ship _The Lady MacBeth_ and crew play a key roll
in David Gerrold's books _Under The Eye Of God_ and _A Covenant Of
Justice_, and a confiscated shipment of pfingle eggs becomes a major plot
point in ACOJ.  For the Shakespeare Co. to be shipping pfingle eggs through
B5 means either the Shakespeare Co. is VERY old (on the order of six to ten
thousand years) , or B5 is located outside the Milky Way galaxy, and the
third age of mankind takes place some six thousand plus years after
humanity evacuated the Milky Way.

Sorry Dave, you just can't have it both ways.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 13:14:02 GMT
From: mac7@po.cwru.edu (Michael A. Chary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5 Episode Believers

The reference to pfingle eggs could just be a throwaway, in-joke.  At least
that's how I took it

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 14:22:25 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Believers.. another question

Hmm... could such a society really survive to the point where they would be
travelling to Babylon 5, if they are saddled with a "religion" that says
anyone who gets any sort of cut, or whatever other sort of similar injury
(trivial or otherwise), must be EXECUTED on the spot?

I'd have a hard time believing they could ever reach a very high level of
development.  It seems like ANY sort of technical skills they might have
would all be devoted 100% to trying to "safe" their environment.  Nothing
that would possibly cause an injury would be allowed.  They would need to
spend their whole lives in a "padded" surrounding.  I doubt they would have
ever developed any metalurgy skills for example... FAR too dangerous.

It seems like almost everything necessary for an advanced society would be
FAR too dangerous for them.  Even PAPER is an accident just waiting to
happen!  If we think religion has been repressive on THIS planet, the sort
of laws that would crop up to "protect people's souls" on that world would
be unbelievable...

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Banks & Bear (2 msgs) & Benford (2 msgs) &
                    Bester & Blaine & Cook & Crichton & Dick &
                    Duncan & Fowler (2 msgs) & Hand &
                    Harper & Hubbard

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 19:00:44 GMT
From: kevin716@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Against a Dark Background

I read with enjoyment two of Iain M. Banks' earlier works, THE PLAYER OF
GAMES and CONSIDER PHLEBAS.  Though both were written concerning the same
advanced space-faring civilization (the Culture), they differed widely in
tone and storyline.  AGAINST A DARK BACKGROUND is not a story set in the
Culture and that is only the beginning of the differences between this work
and the two previously mentioned.

Events here are not on the galaxy-spanning level of the Culture novels, but
on a much smaller scale.  We are taken to the planet Golter in the Thrial
system and introduced to a world that seems to be an amalgamation of
capitalism and litigation run amok.

The Golterians have over the countless millennia tried every conceivable
political system and found them all wanting.  They've discovered and used
technologies of almost unbelievable complexity only to disdain, disregard,
or prohibit them.  Nominally this is all overseen by the World Court.  But
underneath is a continual but seemingly pointless struggle between various
legal, financial, and religious entities.

One of these religious entities wants to repossess a weapon of antiquity
that they regard as an an irreplaceable religious icon; the Lazy Gun.
Failing this they want to kill the last living female member of the family
line they hold responsible for stealing it - the Lady Sharrow.  This is
ostensibly the crux of the matter; the Lady Sharrow must find the last
remaining Lazy Gun and return it to the Huhsz religious fanatics before
they find and kill her.

There are plenty of subplots, twists, and turns along the way.  There are
action scenes, sibling rivalries, political and social insights, and
various attempts at humor.  The Lazy Gun itself seems to pop right out of a
Terry Pratchett or Douglas Adams slapstick scene.  And it probably stands
as a symbol of what is wrong with this work.

For there is something wrong.  The novel doesn't rise to the levels Banks
has set in his other novels.  Within the first 75 pages I found I was
treading water just waiting for it to get better.  Before the end of the
book I was turning pages simply to find out how it ended; there was little
in the writing itself that gave pleasure.

The Prologue starts out in the usual Banks style, but it is probably the
highlight of the book. After those first six pages it's all downhill.  I
can see the skeleton of the story and its similarities to Banks' other
works, but it's as if he handed that skeleton to a different, less talented
writer to flesh out.  There are many often pointless flashbacks that give
the story a disjointed feel.  There are whimsical attempts at humor, like
the Lazy Gun, that just seem out of place.  And the whole novel runs along
willy-nilly lacking a cohesive vision.

I wouldn't recommend this book. If you've enjoyed Banks' previous novels
you'll be disappointed.  If you haven't read anything by Banks, don't start
with this novel.  It could turn you away from a writer who has written
several excellent novels.

Author:     Banks, Iain M.
Title:      Against a Dark Background
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
City:       New York
Date:       1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-29225-0
Comments:   paperback, US$4.99

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 08:57:54 GMT
From: Robin.Bornoff@brunel.ac.uk (Robin B Bornoff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels : BEAR

Paul Carapetis (pjc@as03.bull.OZ.AU) wrote:
>As a new Bear reader, what other of his books would you, the learned,
>recommend?

Well it's got to be Eon and its followup Eternity. Good solid
and rounded s.f.

Robin

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 08:23:03 GMT
From: myoung@farad.elee.calpoly.edu (May T. Young)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels : BEAR

pjc@as03.bull.OZ.AU (Paul Carapetis) writes:
>As a new Bear reader, what other of his books would you, the learned,
>recommend?

Try _Blood Music_ or _Eon_.

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 02:39:52 GMT
From: holman@tauon.ph.unimelb.edu.au (Brett Holman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Benford

rickc@nevada.edu (RICH CARSWELL) writes:
> Does anyone know if Greg Benford has come out with another book in his
> advanced machine civilization vs puny humans series. I believe one of the
> books was TIDES OF LIGHT?  I found this concept really interesting and
> the way Benford writes; i.e: lots of SCIENCE in his science fiction,
> makes these books a must read.

The first two were _Great Sky River_ and _Tides of Light_ ...  the next
one, _Furious Gulf_ will be out July/August. A friend-of-a-friend has read
it in manuscript and says that it is GREAT.
 
Brett Holman
School of Physics
University of Melbourne
Australia		
holman@tauon.ph.unimelb.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 01:43:25 GMT
From: holman@tauon.ph.unimelb.edu.au (Brett Holman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Benford

petev@gdstech.grumman.com (Peter Venetoklis) writes:
>holman@tauon.ph.unimelb.edu.au (Brett Holman) writes:
>>The first two were _Great Sky River_ and _Tides of Light_ ...  the next
>>one, _Furious Gulf_ will be out July/August. A friend-of-a-friend has
>>read it in manuscript and says that it is GREAT.
>
>I thought that _In the Ocean of Night_ and _Across the Sea of Suns_ were
>the first two of this set.  _GSR_ was three and _ToL_ was four.  Now, I
>know the connectivity isn't super between the first two and the second
>two, but I recall reading someplace that the series consisted of those
>four books, with more to come.

Well, yes, of course you're right, I know that, really I do :) but somehow
I always think of them as being separate. Because, as you say, there's not
much in the way of direct linkages between the pairs.  (Although, didn't
the humans in _Tides of Light_ discover a pillar with the letters NW (as in
Nigel Walmsley) on it?

Oh, and the 2nd two are much better than the first two!
 
Brett Holman
School of Physics
University of Melbourne
Australia
holman@tauon.ph.unimelb.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 14:19:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alfred Bester

gregg@hrc2.harvard.edu (Gregg Germain) writes:
>Wow. I like Bester and have read all of his novels.  But the one I liked
>BEST was one that hasn't been mentioned yet:
>
>The Computer Connection...
>Incredibly funny
>The others were, well, ok

What?  _The Stars My Destination_ and _The Demolished Man_ are great
stories with excellent characterization and profound themes, worth reading
many times.  _The Computer Connection_ was a couple of neat ideas strung
together with a tenuous plot, its characterization ranged from ok to bad,
and I'm sorry I read it even once.

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 03:35:38 GMT
From: mgannis@orincon.com (Mike Gannis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rick Brant Science Adventure Series Index

Profuse thanks to michaelb@sunrise.cse.fau.edu (Michael Rogero Brown) for
posting a series index to the Rick Brant Science Adventures by "John
Blaine" (Hal Goodwin & P.J. Harkins).  I *loved* these books when I read
them as a kid back in the Sixties.
 
For those of you who never had the pleasure, they were near Heinlein
quality juveniles about a couple of late-teenage males who got involved in
adventures and mysteries in which accurate, plausible science played a
role.  Rick Brant wasn't an all-competent genius kid who whipped up
fabulous inventions on a moment's notice; this guy had had the good luck to
be the son of a high-tech entrepreneur, had an undergraduate-level
knowledge of science and electronics, and was quite capable of staying up
with friends till 2 AM watching bad science fiction movies on TV and eating
pizza (in The Flying Stingaree, I believe).  Imagine a cross between Travis
McGee and Jonny Quest ...

Rick Brant's Science Projects was an excellent guide both to doing science
fair projects and to just generally messing around with science (chemistry,
fingerprinting, skin diving - the sort of things young nerds did before
there were computers ;-) ).  It's also the first place I ever encountered
the Scientific-to-English translation guide:

   "Accidentally strained during the mounting process" <--> "Dropped on the
   floor";

   "Handled with extreme care during the entire procedure" <--> "*Not*
   dropped on the floor";

   "Typical results are shown" <--> "The best results are shown" ...
 
Gosh, I wish I had a chance to re-read these books, if only to see whether
they really were as good as I remember them.  What's their availability?  I
have *never* seen one in a used bookstore.

Who were Hal Goodwin & P.J. Harkins?  Did they ever write anything else?

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 18:12:51 GMT
From: jkm2@ra.msstate.edu (Joseph K Mcallister)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook and the Book of the South

Ok, one more time.

Glen hasn't been writing due to a job change, not out of attachment to
croaker.

The Burned book fragments rumor may be false.

Glittering Stone is in the works, and may be released this year.

Joel

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 08:03:14 GMT
From: shg@rhi.hi.is (Sigurdur Hrafn Gislason)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Crichton

I think people are missing the point here. Crichton's science is actually
quite good, at least good enough to interest us in his plot and make the
whole thing believable. I didn't know anything about DNA or paleontology
but that didn't stop me from enjoying JP.

Those who object to his science are most probably some geeks who spotted
some obscure error and raised some hell because of it, mainly to promenade
their own genius.

I have read most of his recent books and I have quite enjoyed them all.  He
gives us a taste of science with a dash of drama.  Nice broth.

His books are after all...Fiction.

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 22:31:00 GMT
From: alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no (Alexander Staubo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Is Philip K. Dick Dead?

Lynn Walker (lnwalker@undergrad.math.uwaterloo.ca) writes:
> Could anyone tell me if Philip K. Dick is dead?  I have recently started
> to read his stuff, so I don't know too much about him.  I heard that
> there is a Philip K. Dick Award, so I assume that he died.

Yes, Phil Dick is dead.  Alas.  He died in 1982 of a heart failure
following several strokes, having been found inert in his apartment by some
neighbours.

It's not strange, really, the way he lived; PKD reportedly consumed
horrendous amounts of liqour and was in a terrible physical shape, daily
popping all sorts of prescription pills.

What do you think of Phil's books?  I recommend Lawrence Sutin's excellent
bio, _Divine Invasions: A Life of Philip K. Dick_ (1989), if you want to
have a clear picture of the man; it gives insight into many of PKD's
literary idiosyncrasies (as someone said or wrote, PKD's books are
written as though they were actual experiences; in a way, they were).  It's
a detailed, informal, extremely addictive retelling of PKD's very
extraordinary life as writer and human being.

Read his VALIS trilogy last (_Valis_, _The Divine Invasion_ and _The
Transmigration of Timothy Archer_, plus the posthumous, largely unedited
_Radio Free Albemuth_).  Actually, I suggest you read his books
chronologically.  Well, what the heck: just enjoy them.

alexander.staubo@thcave.bbs.no

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 17:07:55 GMT
From: goodin@fraser.sfu.ca (Charles Frederick Goodin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Duncan's "Seventh Sword" series

carter@phoenix.cs.uga.edu (Phillip Carter) writes:
>I've been wondering what opinions are on Dave Duncan's "Seventh Sword"
>trilogy.  Myself, I think it's one of the best series out there....ever
>since I read the first one I've been reading and rereading the series. I
>love it!
[...]
>I highly recommend them. If you also like Duncan, or just liked this
>series, drop me a line.

I love Duncan's stuff.  He's one of those authours I can always count on to
write something good.  Even his bad stuff is pretty good (_Strings_ comes
to mind here - if I read that and it was written by an author I'd never
heard of, I would have been impressed, but with Dave Duncan's name on the
cover I was a little disappointed.)

The "Seventh Sword" books looked like typical fantasy from reading the
covers and backs, so I left them alone for the longest time.  I just read
them last week, and I loved them!  Duncan sets up these really interesting
worlds and societies, and then puts the protagonists' problems into that
framework exactly.  Great stuff (although I was a little disappointed by
the ending...).

Chuk Goodin
Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, BC
goodin@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 20:00:57 GMT
From: kxl@camis.stanford.edu (Kevin Lauderdale)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Anyone read SARAH CANARY?

I've forgotten the author's name, but I'd appreciate a review of SARAH
CANARY.

Thanks.

Kevin

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 14:55:52 GMT
From: alex.irvine@um.cc.umich.edu (Alex Irvine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Anyone read SARAH CANARY?

Kevin Lauderdale <kxl@camis.stanford.edu> writes:
>I've forgotten the author's name, but I'd appreciate a review of SARAH
>CANARY.

Karen Joy Fowler.  Swell book, definitely worth a read, as is her
collection _Artificial Things_.

Alex Irvine

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 03:53:25 GMT
From: ojvind@chagall.klab.caltech.edu (Ojvind Bernander)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Elizabeth Hand:  Icarus Descending

I picked up my first Hand novel, Icarus Descending.  At 1/3 of the way
through, I find it a bit confusing and get the impression that this is a
continuation of her previous novels, Aestival Tide and Winterlong, which I
have not read.  However, the cover says absolutely nothing about this being
a sequel.  Can anybody clue me in?

Ojvind Bernander

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 17:07:13 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Harper:  Cat Scratch Fever

I liked Tara Harper's "Wolfwalker" well enough to keep trying her books
long after I should have given up on them.  The problem hasn't been the
writing, which is good, but Harper's propensity for torturing her
characters.  This propensity wasn't so prominent in "Wolfwalker".  In the
sequel, "Shadow Leader", it was.  The third book of that series, "Storm
Runner", was an abatoir.

So I should have read the cover blurb of "Cat Scratch Fever" more
carefully, and noticed the sentence "But then capture and imprisonment,
torture and slavery took the place of an empty future" near the bottom.
I'd perhaps have guessed, from past performance, that the "torture and
slavery" part would be fairly raw and would occupy about a third of the
page-count.

Tsia is a newly-made Guide.  That is, she has been given a tailored virus
which will enable her to form a telepathic link to other life forms.  The
virus also has the side-effect of making the Guide relatively fireproof.
She is, however, unlucky.  For one thing, by the luck of the draw, her link
is with felines and this is the one link prohibited by law.  For another,
she is kidnapped on behalf of an 'artist' whose art involves burning people
to death.

(Much of her bad luck seems to stem from the rules of her society - rules
which the author seems to make up as she goes along, as plot convenience
dictates.  For instance, it is assumed at one point that since she has
mistakenly been declared dead, she has lost all her civil rights.)

The technological setting is interesting but shallow.  This is a future in
which almost everyone has a direct brain/computer link to machinery and
information, in which weapons can be designed to harm people without
disturbing the wildlife, in which the human body can be modified and
tailored at the molecular level.  At the same time, the story could have
been moved to a medieval-technology setting (given a lower-tech equivalent
for the Guide virus) with almost no changes.

The writing, as I said, is good.  "Cat Scratch Fever" would be an
entertaining adventure fantasy, were it not for the author's insistance
that her characters suffer.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 17:13:56 GMT
From: bu1mw@sunc.shef.ac.uk (M Wright)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mission Earth, is it finished?

I have been wading through the very long and somewhat ok Mission Earth
series, (written just for YOU, the SF fans who wanted it) but I've only got
up to book 8, where a change of style occurs.

What I want to know is, have all 10 books been published, and if so have
they all been published in the UK? I know up to 6 has appeared in paper
back, but my copy of 8 is in hardback. I have seen nothing recently, but
then I haven't been rushing to spend my money on the series.

On another thread I have heard that the books weren't totally written by
LRH, but by a committee after his death. This might expain the style change
in #8, but maybe they were all written by committee. Does anyone have any
truth to throw on this rumour?

Mike w

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Jablokov & Kapp & Koontz & Lackey & May &
                     Newman (2 msgs) & Saberhagen & Stasheff & 
                     Vinge & Wildcards (2 msgs) &
                     Newly Released Books & Miller/Lee Books (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 18:02:57 GMT
From: weir_a@gold.colorado.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jablokov: Carve The Sky (was Nimbus)

ken.green@bgbbs.com (Ken Green) writes:
>_Nimbus_ is scifi and mystery combined. It's not a favorite of mine but
>worth reading if you like the cyperpunk type of novel. To me the
>characters were interesting but to much of the high (unbelievable) tech.
>What did you like about _Carving the Sky_. I am curious because I haven't
>read this one yet.

Well, _Carve the Sky_ is certainly very different from both _Nimbus_ and _A
Deeper Sea_. It's set in a less high tech future and revolves around art,
betrayal, art, love, and art. Or so. It's hard to categorize and that, in
part, is probably why it's so good. Read it at all costs - it's one of the
best and most original books I've read in a long time.

Andy

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 21:45:34 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Colin Kapp's 4th Cageworld book????

Stephen Miller (smiller3@msmail2.hac.com) wrote:
>The title says most of it.  In the early '80s Daw published three books by
>Colin Kapp in the Cageworld series.  A fourth was promised, but I've never
>seen it.  The three original titles were "Search For The Sun" (Cageworld
>1), "The Lost Worlds of Cronus" (Cageworld 2), and "The Tyrant of Hades"
>(Cageworld 3).  The fourth title was to have been "Star Seach" and was
>promised in July of 1984.
>
>Did I just miss it, or did Daw just give up on it?  I don't know anything
>about Kapp, except that he did write a few other books.

Hmm, good question... The third volume (published in 1983) also happens to
be the last book of his that I am aware of. He was only 55 at the time and,
although never prolific, had written a number of books in the 60's and the
70's. To the best of my knowledge, he is still alive, so something must
have happened - after all, not many authors just stop writing when they are
in the middle of a series. I wonder if it was poor sales, his Real Work
interfering, family problems, or, Heavens forbid, something a la Randall
Garrett... Anybody out there know anything?..

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 16:28:01 GMT
From: asawyer@liverpool.ac.uk (Mr A.P. Sawyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Book of Counted Sorrows

In at least two Dean R. Koontz novels (Cold Fire, and The Bad Place) he
uses as epigraphs selections of doggerel verse from "The Book of Counted
Sorrows". I've been told that Clive Barker does this as well in one of his
books.

Can anyone shed any light? Or explain?

Andy Sawyer
Librarian/Administrator: Science Fiction Foundation Collection
Sydney Jones Library
University Of Liverpool
051-794-2733/2696
asawyer@liverpool.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 01:59:34 GMT
From: tamra@bombay.com (Tamra Heathershaw (contractor))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: Best series *SPOILERS

I just finished re-reading Arrows, and Elspeth's behavior in the Winds
books suddenly makes more sense...if you remember, Elspeth WAS a spoiled
brat! I'd forgotten how often this fact was mentioned in Arrows until I
re-read it. She also comes across as headstrong, quick to act and quick to
anger, and very stubborn...and those were all traits that were shown in
abundance when she wasn't the hero of the story! So, her behaviour might
be un-heraldish, but it's not un-Elspethish! I think Misty set things up
quite well in Arrows, it's just that some of the stuff didn't receive the
confirmation it needed in the actual Winds text.

Tamra Heathershaw-Hart
tamra.heathershaw@gain.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 20:13:25 GMT
From: chachi@bu.edu (Jeffrey Trigilio)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Julian May:  any comments on _Diamond Mask_?

I'm surprised not to see any ramblings about _Diamond Mask_.  

I haven't yet read it [am in the middle of Robert Jordan stuff], but I'd
like to know if they shed light onto the Fury identity, or that of the
Great Carnbunkle??  No spoilers please, just reassurances that May will
give me some clues about these mystery entities!  Of course I have my own
theories, and they involve Felice/Culleket, but that is another thread for
another time.

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 22:41:23 GMT
From: simon@fehen.demon.co.uk (Simon H Le G Bisson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Newman: Anno-Dracula

> Methinks you missed the point of the book completely.  Maybe I should
> stake you a clue, but I'd have thought it's so bloody obvious that you'd
> have to be bats not to get it.  Anno Dracula is _not_ about the view of
> an altered England; it's about a view of an altered _fictional_ England.
> It's pastiche, it's satire, it's a hommage, it's the layer of garlic on
> the roasted corpus of the vampire genre.

Of course, Kim is the nearest thing we have here to Howard Waldrop... Just
look at his shorts - the USSA stories (_Up In The Air_ mixes Howard Hughes
and Buddy Holly, _Tom Joad_, The Untouchables and the Waltons - and all in
a world where the 1917 revolution was the other side of the Atlantic...),
_The Nice Mice Versus The Gargantuabots_... The list goes on (but he's one
of the best reasons I know for buying Interzone).

Kim is also a film historian - try his first novel _The Night Mayor_ for a
taste of his film knowledge... Then there's _Ghastly Beyond Belief_, the
B-movie and pulp quote book that he and Neil Gaiman put together in the
early '80s.

>What about Neuman's previous novel, Jago? Is it any good?

Yes and no. Partially a Midnight Rose Temps story, partially horror,
partially Glastonbury festival novel, probably semi-autobiographical in
places - Kim grew up in the Somerset levels (where he founded the now
infamous Sheep Worrying Theatre Group in Bridgewater), part of a, err,
rather New-age family (hence his act of rebellion in wearing dress suits at
all times...).

What the hell, read it. The man deserves your money, as does his alter-ego
Jack Yeovil...

Now if only _Bloody Students_ would get published...

Simon H Le G Bisson
simon@fehen.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 16:25:09 GMT
From: horneugn@cwis.isu.edu (Eugenia Horne)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Newman: Anno-Dracula

Dani Zweig <dani@netcom.com> wrote:
>Kim Newman's "Anno-Dracula" is alternate fantasy-history fantasy: In
>Newman's world, Van Helsing and company botched their efforts against
>Dracula.  Now (1888) Dracula is the Prince Consort, having persuaded Queen
>Victoria to accept youth and immortality (by becoming a vampire) and his
>hand in marriage.  Vampirism has become respectable in England.  Indeed,

Personally, I thought this was a great "teaser" in itself.

[...]
>What I found weakest about the book (given its unlikely premises,
>including Dracula's ability to use his position as Prince Consort to
>radically change England so quicly) was Newman's insistance on including
>*everone*, historical or fictitious.

The most "unlikely premise" was Victoria ever marrying again, given her
attitude to her relationship with Albert (Most people aren't aware of the
specifics which I'm not going to get into since they sound stranger to
present day readers than "Anno Dracula" itself.)

Actually, the author did sufficient research on the structure of
"Victorian" politics to give the book a fairly authentic atmosphere,
especially the position of Prince consort.  (Incidentally, the radical
change under Dracula isn't so surprising, in light of what the real Prince
consort (Albert) managed to do considering that in real life he had just
about every obstacle thrown in his path.  What would have been interesting
(in my opinion) is the contrast between Albert "the Good" and Dracula as
Princes consort to Queen Victoria.  Albert isn't particularly mentioned in
the book at all.)

>Among his vampires, for instance, are Lestrade, Rupert of Hentzau, Varney
>the Vampire, and Oscar Wilde.  Mycroft Holmes, Dr. Jekyll, Dr.  Moreau,
>and George Bernard Shaw are still living.  This sort of thing clearly
>afforded Newman a good deal of amusement, but it gets tiresome after a
>while.

I don't know.  It depends on the reader's taste.  I rather enjoyed it.  I
especially liked the references to Gilbert & Sullivan.

>If this is the sort of book you like, buy it in paperback.

I bought it in hardback after seeing 3 rave reviews.  It was worth it.  (I
thought it was rather a pity that the Anne Rice mania sort of shoved Anno
Dracula into the shadows, maybe the paperback edition will get a little
more attention.)

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 22:05:17 GMT
From: bkoike@sdcc8.ucsd.edu (Bryce Koike)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Saberhagen's Berserker books

louiss@PROBLEM_WITH_INEWS_GATEWAY_FILE (Louis Sivo) writes:
>Eric Oppen (cc697@cleveland.Freenet.Edu) wrote:
>>Has anybody else out there read these stories and books?  I have a theory
>>that Saberhagen wanted to write war stories, but wanted to put in an
>>enemy that nobody, nobody at all, could love.  I mean, a lot of Star Trek
>>types

I don't know.  Maybe.  I kind of liked them, but they were the bad guys.
The Berserkers were certainly a sort of Generic Ultimate Evil.  Robots
simply designed to kill wouldn't be evil (although their design would be),
but the Berserkers were more.  Unfortunately, I found the idea much more
entertaining than his actual execution...

>>However, I find Saberhagen's background human cultures unconvincing at
>>best.  In the face of this kind of a threat, humans would probably hang
>>together out of necessity, if nothing else.  An empire like the ones
>>Pournelle writes about would be more probable.

Saberhagen's universe felt more like a hodgepodge of random stuff than
anything else to me.  Certainly there was some continuity, but it
definitely didn't strike me as a deeply thought-out universe (not that such
a thing is especially necessary, but...)

[stuff deleted]
>But as I recall in his books, humans are spread out, they've had a chance
>to diverge (cultures, beliefs, etc.) Soooo, you have a situation where if
>one system is attacked on the farside of "colonized" space, it's "their"
>problem, not ours. With the further justification, "It won't happen to us.
>Space is too big, we're fine, we have our own problems right here to
>solve, Prove there are lots of berserkers, it's just an isolated case,
>etc."

Yes.  It's been a long time and I don't recall what year this took place in
(if there was any mention of it).  My problem was simply that there didn't
seem to be any rhyme or reason to the worlds.  He just started slapping
them together...

>I'm basing my belief on this by reading the morning paper. :-) Even now
>countries don't want to get involved in other countries problems. (This is
>not an excuse to diverge on this thread and discuss "todays" problems. I'm
>just using it as an example to prove my belief on how I feel human beings
>would react to a given situation.) Of course you could use WWI and WWII as
>a counter example....

What counter example?  In WWI the United States played both sides.  In WWII
the United States declined to aid for quite some time.  (Not to mention the
alarming lack of reaction by European countries early in the war.)

No, I'd say that apathy is very popular no matter what the time period.

>>It would be interesting to have an enemy that everybody agreed needed to
>>be destroyed...think of Joan Baez singing pro-war songs, just for
>>starters!
>
>It'd be nice but I don't think it would ever happen. I think there will
>always be a subgroup/faction that will believe it is better to stay out of
>it, or that you can reason and talk with the enemy.

Too simplistic, too easy.  "Real" problems are very rarely that simple.
Personally, I thought that the Berserkers were pretty "cool" (this was
early high school for me) at the time, but the stories themselves lacked
much complexity.  Berserkers were evil, humans kill Berserkers, Berserkers
kill humans.  Really clever humans are more effective at killing
Berserkers.

Having something be the Ultimate Evil makes stories much easier because you
don't have to think about the enemy very much except when you're getting
ready to kill them.  (Not that some authors haven't done a great deal of
thinking about their UE, but it's far more common to just say, "They're
Evil.  They're nasty.  They're gonna kill us all.  You must hate them
simply because they're so evil.  Isn't this cool?")

Personally, I don't think that Saberhagen cared a great deal about the
point or meaning to the worlds he created for the Berserker novels.  They
were merely the background for the plots, necessary simply because he
couldn't really leave them out.  That's part of the reason I stopped after
the second novel I bought and I refuse to pick up any more.  (Not to
mention being severely disappointed by other works of his.  Maybe I'm
missing something, but I find that there are better things to spend money
on these days.)

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 17:02:40 GMT
From: button@illuminati.io.com (Captain Button)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sequel to Oathbound Wizard?

Victor W. Wong (ah447@FreeNet.Carleton.CA) wrote:
>Does anyone know if Christopher Stasheff's sequel to The Oathbound Wizard
>(featuring a friend of Matt Mantrell) is already released?

  Yes, it has been in the US in hardback.  Title is _The Witch Doctor_.

  I found it enjoyable.  It is pretty much more of the same, but gets more
into the supernatural.  The religious themes continue, of course.

button@io.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 19:59:02 GMT
From: flargh@tiac.net (Peter A. Cohen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vernor Vinge: Tatja Grimm's Sequel?

I just finished reading _Tatja Grimm's World_- an early opus (circa 1986)
by Vernor Vinge. I'm just curious if he ever published anything else -
short story, novella, or novel, that continues this timeline.

Peter A. Cohen
flargh@tiac.net

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 18:59:50 GMT
From: pskanes@morgan.ucs.mun.ca (Peter Skanes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Wildcards

   I was wondering if anyone else on this group has read these wonderful
books. I myself have and loved them. Does anyone know when the third book
in the new series is due out? I would certainly like to know?  Any
comments, flames, etc.?

Peter Skanes
Memorial University of Newfoundland
St. John's, Newfoundland, Canada
pskanes@morgan.ucs.mun.ca

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 18:16:13 GMT
From: hrm11@hermes.cam.ac.uk (H.R. Mills)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wildcards

   Well, going on the publishing history of the last two books, it should
be available Feb/Mar 1995.

Hugo
hrm11@hermes.cam.ac.uk   

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 06:30:31 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Out this week

Out this week:

Glory Season, David Brin, Bantam/Spectra (pb)
 Out in paperback.
Minds Apart, Margaret Davis, Del Rey SF (pb)
 Diplomacy in space, with humans, Miquiri, and the sneaky Gan-Tir.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 03:02:02 GMT
From: bfreeh@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Steve Miller/Sharon Lee books?

It's been four and one-half years since the last book.  Does anyone know if
they have ceased to write??? Is anything new coming out in the near future?
I've already checked BIP, Locus and Forthcoming Books. Any help would be
greatly appreciated. :-)

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 18:56:18 GMT
From: burchard@digex.net (Laura Burchard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steve Miller/Sharon Lee books?

I will quote from Del Rey Newsletter #3 on the subject:

"Q:  When will Del Rey be publishing another Liaden book by Steve    
    Miller and Sharon Lee?  
A: This seems to be a fairly frequent question on the net (with 3 examples
of it this month alone).  The answer is that we're not sure if we'll be
publishing another one.  We loved their books, but they all had very
disappointing sales.  We've seen some proposals from them since CARPE DIEM,
but haven't liked them as much as those first three books and so couldn't
acquire them.  We have yet to figure out why sales were so low, since we
get so many wistful queries about their books - indicating that people out
there agree with us that they're good!  One of the problems of this
business is that it's very hard to do well with a book after the authors'
first few books haven't performed successfully, so another Liaden book
would have to be spectacular for us to be able to buy it."

Further speculation on the net has included that Miller & Lee got bitten by
the bad distribution bug; people can't buy what they don't get. I believe
there has also been mention of Miller and Lee moving on to write
separately. The prospect for any future books does not seem good.

Laura

------------------------------
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Date: 28 Apr 94 14:17:55 GMT
From: greg@bart.ies.msfc.nasa.gov (Greg Henderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Believers" : Mysticism in B5's universe

I've followed most of the threads running so far about "Believers", and my
take on the story is very different from what has been said so far...

So far, we have been given pretty strong evidence that there is a very
*real* mysticism under the technological surface of the B5 universe, as in
"The Soul Hunter".  Of course it *could* have been technological, but I
don't think so.  We also have hints that someone is going to change, or
perhaps evolve, and this event will have vast effects on the rest of the
ongoing story.  I definitely see something mystical pointed to here.

In "Believers", we have three people from a small world (from G'Kar's
description) who seem to be portrayed to be representative of their race
(People of the Egg), who have *very* strong belief that they are a
specially chosen people whose soul would escape if their body is not
completely whole.  How do we know that this religious fervor does not have
a basis in their reality?  We only saw the child for a short period of time
after the surgery.  What might his condition have been after a week or
month?  We don't know.

As I was watching the segment in which Dr. Franklin was about to cut the
child, I was almost expected something similar to the gaseous essence that
the Soul Hunter captured in his globes to seep out.

I also was not surprised at the reactions of the parents to the child after
learning he had been cut, calling Shon a demon, etc., as I expected a
personality change to occur in the child in the first place, if not
physiologically then psychologically, since he believed as his parents did.
Shon certainly believed he should die as he went willingly with his
parents, and he knew what the white robe was for.

Also, do you think that people have not been cut into by accident on their
home planet before?  I believe the parents were afraid of the child
attacking them, as perhaps others had before when they "lost" their soul
through a physical accident.  Is it possible that children do not succumb
to the effect of "losing their soul" as fast as an adult of their race?  If
the father had cut himself by chance with the knife he whipped out, might
he not have immediately gone berserk?  He should have been more careful
with that thing.

I guess you could look at this episode as an analogy to the human condition
and apply it there if you wish, relating it to sects of Christianity who
believe that if a person is to be healed, God will do it without help from
a doctor.  But the situation in "Believers" is not the same.  They never
mentioned asking their god to heal their son.  They simply did not want him
to live without his soul, and perhaps to "de-evolve" into some slathering
beast.  I maintain that in the B5 universe, the parents were right.  Or at
least, we don't have enough evidence to prove them wrong, and Sinclair
agreed with me, I think...

Greg Henderson
Intergraph Corporation                  
Mailstop: NASA
Huntsville, AL 35894-0001

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 15:17:51 GMT
From: arromdee@jyusenkyou.cs.jhu.edu (Ken Arromdee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" -- a no spoiler review

Daryl Anderson Foster <dafer@great-gray.owlnet.rice.edu> wrote:
>Doctors have come to agree that even though they may not agree with the
>patient's beliefs, they must still treat the "whole patient."  In other
>words, the doctor must be mindful of preserving the patient's mental and
>emotional health along with his physical health.

This doesn't apply in the situation in the show.  Since the operation was
essential to save the patient's life, it was automatically essential for
his mental and emotional health too, since only living people can be
mentally and emotionally healthy.

Btw, I was _really_ impressed that Dr. Franklin got asked what the
difference was between his belief in medicine and the aliens' belief in the
supernatural - and _answered_it_correctly_.  (That the results of medicine
can be verified independently, and the supernatural can't) I've never seen
any show before _ever_ answer that question correctly; they all tend to
drift into a sort of vague mysticism which equates science and religion as
merely different forms of the same thing.

Ken Arromdee
arromdee@jyusenkyou.cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 15:24:14 GMT
From: hnrsopal@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Yet another "Believers" review (Spoilers)

   Yes, here's yet another review of "Believers".

   First, I've got to hand it to JMS.  This show is beginning to crack the
shell of the most anti-Babylon5 person in my hall.  After the episode, he
was impressed and said "Wow!  Th actually killed the child!".  Of course,
then we got into another B5 vs. STTNG argument... (Of course, in STTNG, the
kid wouldn't have been killed, just evolved into a demigod :-) What can you
do?

   Another quality episode.  Some key points:

   1. The pleas for help from the other 4 ambassadors: Kosh's comment was
really deep, and Delenn's mentioning of "Soul Hunter" was excellent.

   2. The reaction of the parents after the operation.  That sent chills
down my spine.  (That does lead to one question: What if someone from that
race (I can't remember the name...) is stabbed with a knife or the sort?
Would they have to be killed as well?  JMS?  Any answers?)

   3. Sinclair - "Now I know what Pontious Pilate must have felt like."

   4. And much more!

   A couple of things that could have been different:

   1. Ivonova's sub-plot was, IMHO, underdeveloped.  She was facing a whole
squad of raiders, and then the next time that we saw her was when she got
back to B5.  I would liked to have seen the rest of the battle, or have
dropped the subplot completely.

   2. THe amazing appearing/disappearing cast: This has been one thing
that's been bugging me about B5.  A character (Such as Talia or Franklin)
will have a prominent role in one episode, and then be completely ignored
later on.  At the very least, each character should be seen so we know that
they exist.

   3. Explosions : They need work...  They are geting better, though.

   I gave it an 8 out of 10, but it could have gotten a 10 with a couple of
changes.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 15:27:32 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Why Vorlons on B5?

mab@panix.com said:
> Joe, after "Deathwalker" I started wondering why the Earth Alliance
> invited the Vorlons to send an ambassador to Babylon 5. Supposedly, once
> Kosh

Without them, how seriously would anyone take any decree, treaty, or
agreement organized by B5?  If the USSR weren't in the UN, would anyone
have taken it seriously (even setting aside the question of whether anyone
did anyway)?

A treaty approved by the B5 Council still holds the weight of agreement by
the Vorlons even if Kosh refused to participate.  There's still a message:
he also didn't intervene or oppose.

Of course by now Sinclair might be having second thoughts, what with Kosh
refusing to participate in a decision he then intervened in.  But it's too
late now.  Once they're on the council, kicking them off is not even
vaguely an option.

Frank Perricone
perricone@wsyd.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 17:09:04 GMT
From: jwalkup@mercury.rutgers.edu (Jeff Walkup)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Believers.. another question

Dean Adams wrote:
>... if they are saddled with a "religion" that says anyone who gets any
>sort of cut, or whatever other sort of similar injury (trivial or
>otherwise), must be EXECUTED on the spot?

I got the impression that these folks were a member of some kind of elite
caste (the "chosen ones").  Not that every member of their species holds
the same beliefs.

So I suppose that they have other castes in their society to perform the
"dirty work" like metalurgy or replacing broken windows.  (:-)

Jeff Walkup
jwalkup@sfsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 17:46:11 GMT
From: vick@ephsa.sat.tx.us
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Asst Stuff

Well, here goes:

My favorite character so far has to be G'Kar. I like the direction he is
heading. It would be amusing if, at the end of the series, it is the
"barbaric" Narns who save everybody's bacon from the "wise" Minbari.

The sexiest character would probably be Ivanova.

I also think that the actor who played Jh'dar (?) had a hell of a lot of
fun with the part. She was, as my boyfriend puts it, deliciously evil. And
I loved the make-up.

As far as Believers goes, I liked it. It seemed to all boil down to one
crucial point: Not really belief, but perception. We as humans could scream
about the right of the kid to live, but the kid wasn't a human. He did not
have our beliefs, so he would not have perceived things the way we do. The
same goes for the parents. To their way of perceiving things, we were
imposing a great wrong-doing upon their son.  I hope I'm not too confusing
here, it's late.

JMS! Keep up the GREAT work. I have enjoyed the series a great deal. You
tell a great story. I even enjoyed a story you wrote for Murder She Wrote!
(Had to do with a guy modeming into his clients' computers for blackmail.
Cute.)

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 18:36:59 GMT
From: fletcher@netcom.com (F. Sullivan Segal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Believers <spoilers>

>I did have 2 small problems with the episode.  The first was the secondary
>story.  I *LOVED* it up until right after, "good.... not good".  Then at
>that point, we don't see anything else until the very end.  It really kind
>of distressed me that they led up to a very tense moment, Ivanova seeing a
>dozen raiders on her screens, to just having it solved by her coming
>through a doorway and hearing that her ship was badly shot up... I want to
>know if she blew away ALL those other ships by herself, and if so... I
>want to see it!

I was rather surprised when Ivanova walked through the airlock, but I
didn't really feel gyped.  If anything it increased my general sense of
awe to find her still alive and undamaged.  My impression was: Wow, she
must be a good pilot.

And the reason I had this reaction was because the dogfight wasn't shown,
as though it were some trivial dirtywork that was simply resolved off
camera, and nothing to speak of.

>The other part that kind of bothered me is much less tangible, I really
>liked the other storyline, but something about the whole thing didn't
>really hold me that much.  Maybe it was a little too drawn out or
>something.

Someone taking risks to preserve life.  Someone else taking risks to
destroy it....  I thought the contrast was interesting.

F. Sullivan Segal
fletcher@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 18:43:02 GMT
From: HODGE@alf.cs.hh.ab.com (Bob Hodge)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Believers" (NO STORY SPOILERS)

  I thought this episode was the best yet (with the possible exception of
ATSFOS), and many of the criticisms I've read here were seen by me to be
strengths of the story! However, one weakness stands out for me - the Dr.'s
assistant (I'm terrible with names). The part was acted well enough, but it
seemed to be written strangely. I was unable to tell exactly which side of
the argument she came down on. Maybe this was purposeful, in order to
accentuate the moral ambiguity of the issue, but it felt odd to me.

Bob Hodge

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 18:48:58 GMT
From: seurer@nordruth.rchland.ibm.com (Bill Seurer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

barnesw@rockvax.rockefeller.edu (Stew Barnes) writes:
> Unfortunately, the parents murder of their child conflicts rather starkly
> with point (4) above.  While you may argue that they had the right to
> refuse to save their child's life (I disagree), they certainly are not
> justified in killing him after the treatment and should be prosecuted and
> convicted for murder.  Personal religious beliefs end when they infringe
> on the rights of others.

But it was within the belief system of the child too.  So whose rights are
supposedly being trampled here, hmmm?

Bill Seurer
Language and Compiler Development      
IBM Rochester, MN
BillSeurer@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 18:51:23 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" (SPOILERS)

ae781@yfn.ysu.edu (Joel Nye) writes:
>Points I would have liked to have seen addressed:
>1. The doctor coming to terms with the PATIENT's beliefs.  When Sinclair
>   chatted with the boy, it seemed the boy was ready to share some of
>   those sacred beliefs.  Had the doctor learned, he might have dropped
>   the issue per the patient's wishes, reguardless of the parents'.

BTW, I could be convinced that Sinclair made the "right" decision (at least
for Babylon 5), but that still wouldn't keep me from thinking the parents
and their "religion" were despicable...  They are in fact PERFECT examples
of the very worst form of religious brainwashing and perfect examples of
just how powerfully these forces can be indoctrinated into people.
Unfortunately that is not fiction.

I *still* think they deserve to be prosecuted for the cold-blooded murder
that took place at the end however.  In fact, it sounds like their entire
RACE has a hell of a lot to answer for... they might even make
Deathwalker's "crimes against sentience" look like small potatoes in
comparison.  That kind of senseless waste of life is as good a definition
of insanity as any...

"whoops, I pricked my finger... PLEASE kill me!  Amen."

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 18:51:34 GMT
From: mvp@netcom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ATTN JMS!

Frank Perricone <perricone@wsyd.com> wrote:
>Actually, no less than two, unrelated, kids show up in Believers.  Though
>one IS a cameo.

That cameo at the end was, I thought, a very good, effective bit.

I kind of missed seeing Ivanova's moment of glory, though.  Enough details
were there - she gets off the Asimov's shuttle with the passengers, and
Garibaldi's "What on *EARTH* did you do to your ship?  It's going to be in
the shop for *weeks*!" remark.

Mike Van Pelt
mvp@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 19:03:38 GMT
From: eglover@pinyon.libre.com (Eugene Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Wow, what an episode!

banz@pegasus.rutgers.edu wrote:
>... this is a 10 in my book ...  This is truly a gem for those who do not
>see much of the religion issues done right.  ...

Arrrgh...  how can you say this?  The ending was predictable from the word
go.  

Take a hackneyed plot from every TV series ever made about a doctor, and
give it that "...SF-twist that you can only do far-out space settings..."
and plop, you have "Believers".

Sort of like that machine they use at MacDonalds to make all the "food."

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 19:04:30 GMT
From: ldm@sccs.swarthmore.edu (Urthrax K.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BELIEVERS--comments & SPOILERS

kor2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Pam Korda) wrote:
> The writer did a good job of pointing out the fallacies of both points of
> view. The hubris of Franklin and Hernandez (I think that was her name?),
> and the illogicalness of superstition. I was especially fond of the part
> where mom and pop were talking to Delenn, and say in an incredulous
> voice, "You won't help us save our child because of your religious
> superstitions?"

We LOVED that part.  We thought it was so perfect how Delenn's particular
personal feelings about the sanctity of souls PREVENTED her from
intervening much the same way Matia and Datia felt, due to THEIR beliefs,
that they must.  How cool.

ldm@sccs.swarthmore.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 19:07:37 GMT
From: shf@netcom.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" (SPOILERS)

I've been following the debate of this question with some interest (always
a good show when it sparks a good debate!), and I've been trying to come up
with an analogy that those of us with a modern western perpsective can use
to get some insight into the parents' point of view.  I think I have one.

The ultimate argument that some seem to be making is that the kid was Ok.
He REALLY was cured.  You can talk to him, he felt good, he didn't feel any
different, he's the same kid.  So take him home and love him and forget all
this nonsense that he's really dead.

So let's say your kid is sick with a brain tumor.  He's going to die in a
few days, and no one on your world knows how to cure him.  So you take him
to an alien space station hearing that the aliens have better medicine than
you do.  "No problem," the CMO of the space station says.  "We'll just
replace his brain.  We can copy the personalities and memories into an
artificial brain, dissolve the old brain and flush it from his skull and
replace it with the artificial brain."  Others might be comfortable with
such a procedure, but I would tend to think that the kid would be killed
and a reasonable facsimile put in his place.  One that you can talk to,
feels good, doesn't feel any different and thinks he's the same kid.  For
many, their flesh and blood kid has died and a demon has taken his place.

Stuart Ferguson
shf@netcom.com

------------------------------
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Date: 28 Apr 94 19:39:14 GMT
From: crdmi@vulcan.giss.nasa.gov (Daniel M. Israel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

A couple of points on "Belivers".  (ATTN JMS: I would be particulary
interested in your response to (3).)

1) The kid himself didn't want the operation.  Did Dr. Franklin have the
right to make the decision for him?  If you are going to argue for not
imposing your will on others, it is the child's choice.  If you are
admitting that for children the right to decide is elsewhere, you have to
present compelling evidence that Dr. Franklin had more rights "in loco
parentis" then the actual parents.  You can't demand free choice for a
patient who can't choose, and then complain about someone choosing for
them.

2) Define murder.  Explain why it applies in this situation and why it is
prohibited.  Do not make any assumptions that are not a priori to all
sentient beings.  Specifically, you may not assume that the beliefs about
spirits definied in the episiode are not true.
   The argument presented in this thread repeatedly is: it doesn't matter
what they believe, what they did is wrong.  I agree with the statement, but
it should be blindingly obvious that it only represents what we believe.
That is: their belief does not excuse their action in the eyes of my
belief.  But we are still without an absolute reference frame to judge.

3) This is an especially difficult case because we see the boy after the
operation, and as far as we can tell the religious beliefs seem to be
disproved.  But often in these cases, for example if they just believed
that getting the operation was a mortal sin, but it not claimed to have any
visible effect on the child, it is not so easy to prove whether a religion
is true or not.
   I am particularly annoyed by the tendency of SF to show religion as
mumbo jumbo a race outgrows.  (All 3 ST series are/were particularly bad
with that, IMNSHO).  I appreciate that the advanced race of the Minbari
have such a respect for religion in their culture.  Could we have the
opportunity to see religion portrayed well, and with a suggestion that it
might be right?  (And not just a Vulcan like philosophy religion, I mean a
full blown theology with rituals and all the trappings!  For Mel Brooks
fans: how about "Jews in Space" on B5?)

Daniel M. Israel
Goddard Institute of Space Studies
2880 Broadway, New York, NY
crdmi@vulcan.giss.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 20:18:26 GMT
From: njgreen@panix.com (Noah Green)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" -- a no spoiler review

I just joined this group today after last night's "Believers" episode. I
was so struck by what happened in it, and by the depth, complexity, and
emotional tragedy of the writing, that I wanted to see what other people
thought of it. Sure glad you're talking about it.

I think you guys are right that the philosophical questions the episode
raises, never mind the way in which it tries to answer them, are important
ones. You don't really get that stuff on other shows, not even in most of
the Trek/DS9 episodes.

In fact, what impressed me most about "Believers" was that, unlike just
about every other episode of Trek/STNJ/DS9 I've ever seen, it DIDN'T HAVE A
HAPPY ENDING. In all other sci-fi shows, the plot gets to some
irreconcilable philosophical/dramatic deadlock in which the good guys are
sure to lose and in which people will die, and then, "deus ex machina",
something comes down and resolves the whole situation. Even if someone
dies, it's always "not in vain." I always picture the image of Picard or
Sisko looking very smug, serene, and self-satisfied at the end.  Not in
"Believers." It ends with Franklin, confused and upset. I would go so far
as to call the episode a tragedy, in the classic sense. It was some of the
most sophisticated writing I've ever seen on any TV show. Why is this good
(and not just an unmitigated downer?) Because tragedies, in which things
end very badly, force us to challenge our own assumptions, and realize that
there are no easy answers to the most important philosophical questions
about life - in this episode's case, "what is 'life?'"  Well, I hope that
wasn't too much hot air. I sure enjoyed reading what you guys had to say,
and am glad people are talking about this episode. What do you all think?

Noah
njgreen@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 21:23:28 GMT
From: clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Believers <spoilers>

gblake@mis.nu.edu (Gregory Blake) writes:
> Well, I just finished watching this and it's still sitting fresh in my
> mind.  All in all I thought the episode was pretty good, acting is
> getting better.  I'm starting to like the doctor a lot, his behavior is
> quite consistent from show to show.  I also liked many of the small parts
> of the show, the switching from ambassador to ambassador with the
> parents.  It helped to remind us that while we've seen all the races do
> good and not so good things, they all still have one thing in common...
> they don't seem to want to stick their necks out for someone else unless
> it has some direct worth to them (well, maybe with the exception of
> Kosh... but who the heck knows what drives him).

For the Narns and Centauri, I'd agree.  Not the Minbari, however.  The fact
that they are forbidden stems from the (apparent) interference by the Soul
Hunters.  I forget exactly what she said, but the look in her eyes when she
referred to those "that had interferred" left little doubt in my mind who
she meant.  After going through what the Soul Hunters put them through, I
can't fault the Minbari if they were gun-shy.

> I also really liked how the issue was 'resolved'.  Too many times when
> issues such as this are addressed in television they take the easy way
> out.  They either have the child die before they can get help, or the Doc
> operates without permission and gets away with it.  It was nice to see a
> whole new race that was able to somewhat keep to its own beliefs and not
> have them see the 'errors in their ways'.

Which is precisely what would have happened in ST.  (Someone made a
reference to a smug looking Picard after "enlightening" someone to the
errors of their pathetic little beliefs - the Prime Directive aside) When
the parents took the child away (I already knew what was going to happen,
just by the sight of that white robe), Franklin had that same ST-smug look
on his face...just before the whole thing blew right up in his face - big
time.  In a sense, I think the point of the story wasn't so much "who is
right, Franklin or the parents?", but that Franklin really only paid lip
service to their beliefs, went tromping over them, and paid a very heavy
price.

IMHO, Franklin blew the whole incident.  If he really intended to operate,
one way or another, then he should have done so during the "snake oil"
treatment when things were a lot less hostile.  Instead, he really didn't
think they were that serious about their beliefs and they would "come to
their senses."  Hopefully, and I look forward to future episodes with
Franklin, he'll think twice before doing it again.

clark@daffy.csee.usf.edu
clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu
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Date: 28 Apr 94 22:32:38 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" & DS9 novel: Great minds think alike?

aa396@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Bill Henley) writes:
>I almost hate to point it out... I have the feeling I'll get flamed for
>it... but the plot of "Believers" was awfully similar to a subplot in the
>Star Trek: Deep Space Nine novel "The Siege," by Peter David.  In both
>stories, a visiting alien couple on the space station have an ailing son
>and refuse medical treatment for him because of their alien religious
>beliefs.  The station doctor (Bashir in DS9, Franklin in B5) defies the
>parents' wishes and higher authority on the station to treat the boy
>anyway.  The final result is not the same in both stories, but in both it
>is ironic and unhappy enough to cause the doctor to question his own
>decision.
>
>I do *not* believe that writer David Gerrold plagiarized Peter David's
>story idea.  I have enough respect for Gerrold as a writer not to believe
>that.  It looks like David and Gerrold, both talented writers, happened to
>come up with much the same idea independently.

Neither of them "came up" with it; there are *very* few new basic plot
ideas in the world, and the storyline of a kid whose parents' religious
beliefs forbid him access to modern medical technology is old as the hills.

In another entry on this subject, I pointed out that variants of this
storyline have been done on just about every "doctor" show, radio *and* TV,
in the last half century; some more than once.  Specific examples include
shows like "MEDIC," starring Richard Boone, "DOCTOR KILDARE," and even "BEN
CASEY," with Vince Edwards.  Those three are mentioned first because they
were done when TV was still in B&W most of the time.
 
Specific variations range from a forbidden tonsillectomy on the radio
version of "GUNSMOKE" up through a transfusion on "THE DOCTORS."
 
The *CONCEPT* of patient ideology clashing with what an M.D. perceives as
medical ethics is VERY, VERY OLD in entertainment fiction.
 
What made Gerrold's effort memorable, and something special, was the fact
that the story was written a bit more real-lifeishly; he and JMS did not
kowtow to the typical network attitude that a sympathetic kid-character
can't die, or that parents will always do what the AUDIENCE feels is best
for the kid.
 
Self-willed death on the perceived "loss of a soul" has also been done, in
many variations, over four decades of American entertainment TV.  Since it
wasn't made clear whether the kid offed himself, or his folks zapped him,
I'm not about to assume the one or the other.  (And, in point of fact, it
doesn't matter; it was the beliefs of the FAMILY that led to his death.)
 
As an example of a recent SF script treating a similar concept, think of
the ST:TNG script, "HALF A LIFE," dealing with a scientist from a planet
where everyone dies, without options, at a specific age; the
representational character elected to avoid death by seeking asylum aboard
the Enterprise, and then realized that he'd divorced himself from his
society, his family, his friends, *and* had created a situation where even
his life's work would be ostracized.  He went back to die ritually.  This
was one of their better script concepts, well-enough acted, and weakened
only by a few minor flaws of execution.

I certainly liked "BELIEVERS" better than any other script I've seen with
David Gerrold's name on it (although the "TWILIGHT ZONE" sequence that
used, with reverence, scenes borrowed from every "A" and "B" SF movie of
the fifties, *did* make me laugh for quite a while, GOOD job!) ...  and I'm
very glad he was able to write it, and I'm very glad that JMS and the crew
shot it straight, as a STORY, rather than lecture or proselytization.

"BELIEVERS" was worth making just to show how that kind of storyline
*should* be handled, and the fact that it was well-acted and reasonably
tightly scripted, and acted very convincingly by the gent who plays Doctor
Franklin, just added bonus value.
 
Keep it up, you guys.... 

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 23:19:11 GMT
From: mes7177@tamsun.tamu.edu (Morgen Eric Schulz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" (SPOILERS)

Debora Offer <offer@arlut.utexas.edu> wrote:
>The thing that got me mad was there was no discussion of alternatives.  It
>was just, "Cutting this boy open will save his life so damn the parent's
>wishes that's what we're going to do!"  Whatever happened to laser
>surgery?  Ultrasound?  Other noninvasive techniques we haven't invented
>yet?  Dr. Franklin didn't even *try* to find a more acceptable treatment.

Yes he did.  For the first 1/4 or 1/2 of the episode, they try using some
procedure involving (I believe) chemicals and lasers.  However, privately
the doctors did not think the procedure would work, since the clump was
"too big" or something like that.  Yeah, it may just be a contrivance to
get the plot moving, but I believe the writers did try to address your
concerns.  When this treatment did not work, the simple surgery (that
anyone else wouldn't have had a problem with) was the only recourse.

Morgen Schulz
mes7177@tamsun.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 02:55:42 GMT
From: sherman@sol1.lrsm.upenn.edu (Bill Sherman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kosh the Serpent

   I'm afraid that I'm a little behind on reading articles here, so I hope
this hasn't been discussed already, but I reviewed the scenes with Kosh in
them so far in the series, and I noticed something more of a serpent motif
than I had originally noticed.  In particular, in MOTFL, when Kosh is out
of his suit hiding behind the screen, you can see the shadow of a snake
(or, more likely, a statue of a snake as it doesn't seem to move at all) on
Kosh's side of the screen.  Also, there were a number of serpents on his
viewscreen in Warprayer (well, at least one serpent and several serpentine
shapes).  And that started me thinking that Kosh might be somewhat
serpentine - notice that the "shoulders" of his encounter suite might fit a
serpent-like creature.  Also, above and beyond all the bells and whistles
that we hear when Kosh talks, there seem to be a number of hisses (though
it is hard to tell if those are from his room's atmospheric controls or
from him).  That got me thinking that maybe all the music we hear when Kosh
talks is just to conceal his actual voice - that seems like it would be in
keeping with his generally secretive nature, and it would also explain why
the music persists after his translator has finished translating.  Perhaps
the light is just a distraction too?

Bill Sherman

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 05:41:15 GMT
From: daberg@leland.stanford.edu (David A Bergman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BELIEVERS:SPOILERS:SINCLAIR

Bypassing all this moralistic wrangling that I'm sure JMS is enjoying
immensely (i.e. this is what he wanted)

WHAT WAS SINCLAIR'S OPERATION?

Maybe I'm forgetting where this was explained, but I think this was the
only arc-related thing in the episode.

Aaron

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 05:45:37 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

   "If that kid was no longer 'good enough' for his race, then he should
have been taken care of by someone else."
 
   The question was never being "good enough."  Everything that this race
believes tells them that the kid was already dead.  Example: a kid is hurt
in an accident.  The doctors declare him brain-dead.  Everything we know
tells us that at that point, the kid is gone, so you pull the plug...even
though many could make the case that there's still a soul in there, which
to them makes it murder.  This is the mirror-image of tha scenario: the kid
is soul-dead.  Yes, there may still be a mind in there, but to their world,
their culture, their experience, he's *dead*.  So as the mother says, "end
the suffering of the shell."
 
   You're looking at it from a human POV.

JMS

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 06:27:30 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" (SPOILERS)

   "What proof do you have that god does not exist?"
 
   Sorry.  The burden of proof is not on the receiver to *disprove*
something, but rather the burden of proof is on the one making the
statement.
 
   If you say, "There are green penguins in the south pole," it is not my
task to disprove that.  I could wander for years, not seeing any, and you
could simply say, "Well, you weren't looking in the right places."  If you
say there are green penguins in the south pole, then it behooves you to
either produce a penguin with delusions of photosynthesis, or drop the
assertion.  Same with the whole god argument.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 06:29:27 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Att:JMS Psi-Rating questions

   Psi-ratings are pretty pstraightforward; psimply put, at the lowest
level, you have what's basically an empath, limited sense; that's a P1.  A
P10 can go deep, read verbatim thoughts, is very hard to keep out, and can
go over a good distance (but still has to be on a line of psight.)  Only
Psi-cops are P12s.
 
   Talia is a P5.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 06:51:01 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

   We will be seeing full-blown theology "and rituals with all the
trappings."  In "TKO," airing the end of May, Ivanova has to decide whether
or not to sit shivah for her father when her father's rabbi comes to see
her.

JMS

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 29 Apr 94 06:52:22 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" (SPOILERS)

   There was no discussion of alternatives because there *were* no other
alternatives.  Laser surgery wouldn't do the job, and a laser still
penetrates the body; in any event, it wouldn't do the job required.  Other
noninvasive procedures wouldn't work.  You seem to be laboring under the
notion that because nothing else was discussed, it was omitted or not
considered.  I see no reason why we have to spend valuable minutes of
screen-time covering every option that won't work.  This, in the doctor's,
view, was the only thing that WOULD work.  There *was* no middle ground.
Even Dr. Hernandez, attacking him for using mineral oil and microbeams, had
to state, "That kid has two choices: he goes under the knife or into the
freezer, those are the options."
 
   Sometimes there's only one workable choice.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 09:32:22 GMT
From: root@jumpgate.ubc.ca (Mike Montour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" (SPOILERS)

The fact that "Believers" has spawned this much discussion is a sign of how
good an episode it was.

> BTW, I could be convinced that Sinclair made the "right" decision (at
> least for Babylon 5), but that still wouldn't keep me from thinking the
> parents and their "religion" were despicable...  They are in fact PERFECT
> examples of the very worst form of religious brainwashing... and perfect
> examples of just how powerfully these forces can be indoctrinated into
> people.  Unfortunately that is not fiction.

May God save us from false religion. At the start of this episode, it was
clear to me that the parents' beliefs were bullsh*t and Dr. Franklin was
right. What made this episode good was that I was forced to re-evaluate
this opinion many times.

It is not fiction that such beliefs can be indoctrinated into people. Nor
is it fiction that people can be indoctrinated to claim "all life is
sacred". Can you convince an objective observer that "your" values are
correct? Value is in the eye of the beholder - is quantity of life worth
more than quality of life? It is a basic aspect of being "human" that our
lives are temporary. Why then should a life be extended as far as possible?
Does a lifespan of 70 years have more value than one of 30 years, when the
race has existed for thousands of years and we are now faced with
overpopulation?

> I *still* think they deserve to be prosecuted for the cold-blooded murder
> that took place at the end however.  In fact, it sounds like their entire
> RACE has a hell of a lot to answer for... they might even make
> Deathwalker's "crimes against sentience" look like small potatoes in
> comparison.  That kind of senseless waste of life is as good a definition
> of insanity as any...

"Answer for"? To whom? I would imagine that the governing bodies on their
homeworld wouldn't have a problem with the parents' actions. The Tr*k
"Prime Directive" is (IMHO) a good idea. We cannot judge all cultures by
our own opinions, unless we are willing to have our culture judged by their
opinions.

Would you bring charges of murder against those who turn off the life
support for "brain-dead" patients? What about for people like Sue
Rodriguez(sp?) who wanted to die? Do you support or oppose the death
penalty for mass-murderers? How about abortion? Contraceptives?

There is a big difference between them and Deathwalker (or the Dilgar in
general). The latter attacked OTHER species, who did not want to be killed.
However, the [what WAS the name of their race, anyway] only interacted with
members of the same belief system. Shon did not struggle to get away from
his parents - he believed in the same things as they did.

> "whoops, I pricked my finger... PLEASE kill me!  Amen."

Bless me Father, for I have sinned. I have had carnal knowledge of a woman
who is not my wife... I have eaten the flesh of an animal with cloven
hoof...

To some of us, these are "silly" beliefs. To others, they are what define
the value of life. I say that if you have answers for all these questions,
then you haven't examined the issue in enough detail.

Did you notice Ivanova's disrespect for life when she dusted that Raider?
Just another point of view...

BTW, did anyone NOT guess what the "great journeys" robe meant?

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 11:08:24 GMT
From: d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Believers"

So, anyone who would risk their life, or give up their life, for an ideal
or principle is a raving lunatic, is that the official B5 line?

During WWII, entire squadrons of B-17 bombers were lost on daylight bombing
raids on Germany. Tail gunners had a minimal survival rate. But the raids
continued, and tail gunners still took their positions. Why?  Because they
believed that what they were fighting for was as important (actually more
important) than their lives, even though they knew beforehand that some
missions had a less than 40% survival rate.

During the Vietnam conflict, a person I worked with had been a steam fitter
on the carrier Forrestal (sic?) off the coast. He was fairly safe. But he
didn't feel he was doing his share, so he volunteered for river gunboat
duty. The five man crews had a 40% survival rate over their tour of duty,
and once he lost 3 of his 5 man crew. He was almost killed during hand to
hand combat on his last mission and barely made it out.

Is a person's life really the most important thing? I notice the writers of
B5 did not take on WWII vets or Vietnam vets or any other group who would
have royally trounced them. No, they wimped out and slammed organized
religion, characterizing any such person as a mindless zealot. Typical.

Whether the 'goal' is 'noble' or not is impossible to judge. Did those who
died in Vietnam die in vain? I would not dare say such a thing. But that is
the lesson 'Believers' teaches us, that human life is the ultimate, most
important thing in the universe. I beg to differ.

There are things more important than life.

There are things worse than death.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 12:22:43 GMT
From: barnesw@rockvax.rockefeller.edu (Stew Barnes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

straczynski@genie.geis.com wrote:
>    "If that kid was no longer 'good enough' for his race, then he should
> have been taken care of by someone else."
>  
> The question was never being "good enough."  Everything that this race
> believes tells them that the kid was already dead.  Example: a kid is
> hurt in an accident.  The doctors declare him brain-dead.  Everything we
> know tells us that at that point, the kid is gone, so you pull the
> plug...even though many could make the case that there's still a soul in
> there, which to them makes it murder.  This is the mirror-image of tha
> scenario: the kid is soul-dead.  Yes, there may still be a mind in there,
> but to their world, their culture, their experience, he's *dead*.  So as
> the mother says, "end the suffering of the shell."

Except, in Believers, the child was demonstrably alive.  In your
hypothetical, the child does not demonstrably have a soul.  While it their
belief that the kid is "soul-dead", it is a fact that he is brain-alive and
body-healthy.

I can understand the practical need to refuse to interfere in intra-species
affairs, even when it takes place on the station, so I understand why the
parents won't be prosecuted for murder.  However, I refuse to say that
their beliefs are as valid as Dr. Franklin's.  They committed murder.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 13:53:37 GMT
From: bertland@wam.umd.edu (John Bertland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

Dean C. Pilato <d_pilato@vssi.trw.com> wrote:
>So, anyone who would risk their life, or give up their life, for an ideal
>or principle is a raving lunatic, is that the official B5 line?
>
>During WWII, entire squadrons of B-17 bombers were lost on daylight
>bombing raids on Germany. Tail gunners had a minimal survival rate. But
>the raids continued, and tail gunners still took their positions. Why?
>Because they believed that what they were fighting for was as important
>(actually more important) than their lives, even though they knew
>beforehand that some missions had a less than 40% survival rate.

I thought maybe it was because they were ordered to. There are numerous
reasons why nations go to war and why people fight in those wars, and many
of them have nothing to do with risking or sacrificing one's life for "an
ideal or principle".

>During the Vietnam conflict, a person I worked with had been a steam
>fitter on the carrier Forrestal (sic?) off the coast. He was fairly safe.
>But he didn't feel he was doing his share, so he volunteered for river
>gunboat duty. The five man crews had a 40% survival rate over their tour
>of duty, and once he lost 3 of his 5 man crew. He was almost killed during
>hand to hand combat on his last mission and barely made it out.
>
>Is a person's life really the most important thing? I notice the writers
>of B5 did not take on WWII vets or Vietnam vets or any other group who
>would have royally trounced them. No, they wimped out and slammed
>organized religion, characterizing any such person as a mindless zealot.
>Typical.
>
>Whether the 'goal' is 'noble' or not is impossible to judge. Did those who
>died in Vietnam die in vain? I would not dare say such a thing. But that
>is the lesson 'Believers' teaches us, that human life is the ultimate,
>most important thing in the universe. I beg to differ.

So are you saying that all ideals and principles are of equal value? This
sort of thinking will lead you into some very murky waters. In your cases
above, were not the people that the American forces were killing also
fighting for principles? And weren't some of those principles the exact
same ones for which the Americans were fighting? Maybe we should be asking
if those we killed in Vietnam died in vain.

But did "Believers" really teach us that a person's life is the most
important thing? No, it didn't. Maybe you think this was so because you saw
the parents and the child portrayed as religious zealots. They were deeply
spiritual people whose beliefs and principles conflicted with those held by
Dr. Franklin, et al.. The point of the show was to present us with a
morally ambiguous situation where there were no definitive guides as to
whose beliefs and principles were "correct." Any judgements as to the place
of sentient life in that debate were left to the viewer, and that was the
strength of the show. After all, life is about compromising principles with
reality as well as with other principle that you yourself might hold. I
suspect, however, that the preferred reaction of most people is much like
the course the ambassadors followed, and try to wash your hands of the
whole thing.

Furthermore, B5 has already taken on the issue of war veterans in much the
same terms as you raised it above. Look at Sinclair. And I'm sure it will
do more with this issue in the future.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 14:55:55 GMT
From: seurer@nordruth.rchland.ibm.com (Bill Seurer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Believers <spoilers>

clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark) writes:
> IMHO, Franklin blew the whole incident.  If he really intended to
> operate, one way or another, then he should have done so during the
> "snake oil" treatment when things were a lot less hostile.  Instead, he
> really didn't think they were that serious about their beliefs and they
> would "come to their senses."  Hopefully, and I look forward to future
> episodes with Franklin, he'll think twice before doing it again.

He blew it not once, but twice!  Not only did he do the operation without
consent but he pretended to be treating the kid when he wasn't!  He
betrayed the parents trust in him twice.

Just think of what this race now thinks of humans.  "They lied to us,
strung us along on false hopes, trampled on our deepest held beliefs, and
killed our son."  Hmmm.

Bill Seurer
Language and Compiler Development
IBM Rochester, MN
BillSeurer@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 16:19:21 GMT
From: sjchmura@kimbark.uchicago.edu (steven joseph chmura)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Believers" is insulting.

sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski) writes:
>The most recent episode "Believers" was so excellent that I believe it
>deserves to get a special award all its own, just as ST:TNG's "The Measure
>of a Man" did.
>
>I am in still in awe of that episode.  It was one of the best things I
>have ever seen on television.

How can you possibly write this?  The message the JMS gave was that:
1. No one's beliefs are "better" than others          
2. Medicine is simply part of one's "belief system" and can do no objective
   good outside of this domain.

In the state of Illinois if someone brings their child into the ER who is
bleeding and says to me "help my son", I must do everything I can to save
that kid's life.  If the parents were to say "no blood transfusions I am a
Jehova's egg sucking piece of shit" this institution would have a court
order giving us temporary custody faster than I can insert the IV.

What was horrible about this episode (besides the foolishness of the
brain-dead captain for not taking custody) was the ending.  Fine, kill the
kid - then show the parents arrested and taken away for "crimes against
sentients".  This was a living, breathing child who was viciously murdered.
How did it end?  "Well, things don't always work out so well".

One can apply the term "religion" to any set of beliefs. Hell, what next
JMS - allow African American slaves on the ship who are whipped every
morning by facist white extremists in the name of Hitler - Christ's 100th
coming?

Some beliefs are wrong - in this case there was a murder of a sentient
being.  Justice was not served in the name of religion - a terrible
precedence to set and one that even our own religious centric society does
not allow.

Call your state's attorney and ask about minors, religion, and the law.

Steven Chmura
University of Chicago Medical School

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 19:36:29 GMT
From: dopey@cbnewsc.cb.att.com (james.c.blasius)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Believers comments/SPOILERS

Believers (spoilers)
I was disappointed in Franklin.  Why do all TV doctors have to be like
McCoy, Pulaski, and Quincy?  Does Franklin's Hippocratic oath really call
for procedures unwanted by (an informed) patient, its guardians, and the
legal authorities?  His "ends justify the means" morality and his naivite
in believing everything would be fine when the boy was healed reinforced my
(bad) impressions of him from the David McCallum episode.  (I'm not
criticizing actor, just the character he plays).

Sinclair was great!  He's an insightful thinker, and worked his way
beautifully through the problem to its conclusion with Shon (?), realizing
that the child was informed and capable of making his own decisions.  The
shortfall of the episode however was his dealing with Franklin, and letting
him off the hook.  Franklin seriously violated his medical ethics and
should have had far more done to him than simply firing him, as was
threatened.

By the way, my impression of the religion was not that a scrape or cut
could make you lose your soul; it was the deliberate puncturing of the body
("as if it were a food animal") that would do it.

Ivanova has a wonderful dry wit, doesn't she?  I thought her return to
Babylon 5 was handled in a pleasingly un-televisionlike way, a great joke
on us viewers.  I can't imagine her ever explaining what really happened
with the raiders, though if she were the type it would be fun to hear her
tell the tale in some later episode...

James C. Blasius

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 19:53:25 GMT
From: davel@cimage.com (Dave Limbaugh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

Two small points that I especially liked:
1. When Sinclair decides to ask the boy about his beliefs and whether *he*
wants the operation.  I was thinking "if he does want it, will Sinclair
rule against the parents?"  Then when the boy said he didn't, and
demonstrated his knowledge of belief vs. fantasy (the egg bit), Sinclair
didn't get a convenient out, and had to make the hard (and in my opinion,
correct) choice.

2. When Franklin and Hernandez were just about to cut in to the boy and
Franklin says something like "you *did* research their belief about the
soul disappearing from the body", I thought "oh my god, what if they cut in
to him and his soul *visibly* escapes, like with Delenn when she crushed
the Soul Hunters spheres?"  A chill went up my spine.

In general, though low-key, this episode was a real thought provoker.
Great job.  Only complaint was that we didn't get to see Ivanova dodging
the raiders (was there a fire-fight?).

davel@cimage.com

------------------------------
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Date: 29 Apr 94 20:15:20 GMT
From: jeffski@nature.berkeley.edu (Jeff Wutzke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ST:TNG episode "Believers" (er...)

OK, so, a few years ago some Jehovah's Witnesses missionaries landed on the
Planet of ST:TNG Humanoid Makeup (or alternately, a few copies of Mary
Baker Eddy's book fell through a wormhole), and converted the population of
this planet...

A child gets sick, forcing the doctor to pull a Beverly Crusher.  (This
from the doctor who minutes earlier had scolded his assistant for mocking
the religious beliefs of the parents!).

This forces Sinclair to pull a Picard. This forces me to put my finger down
my throat...

NOW, I've liked B5 more and more, but this episode just did not do it for
me. You mean 200 years from now they couldn't go in with some laser scapel
on the end of a fiber optic cable and burn away the material?  Or use some
protein-specific enzyme that would seek out and break up only the growth?
Both these things are pretty much possible today!

The INTERESTING plot could have been Ivanova's story. But instead another
ST:TNG was pulled, i.e., when suddenly faced with 20 enemy raiders, the
camera fades on our lone fighter, whom we next see taking off her helmet on
B5!!! We know from the last episode she has good negotiation skills, but
really!

Well, again I've felt B5 slowly growing on my over the last several weeks
(like a tumor in an air bladder [grin]), and while this episode didn't
burst my bubble (air bladder [giggle]), it has put that growing admiration
on hold...

Jeff Wutzke
jeffski@nature.berkeley.edu
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Date: 29 Apr 94 20:20:21 GMT
From: jeffski@nature.berkeley.edu (Jeff Wutzke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" (SPOILERS)

straczynski@genie.geis.com wrote:
>I see no reason why we have to spend valuable minutes of screen-time
>covering every option that won't work.

BECAUSE... the viewers on which you depend for your Nielsen ratings don't
always follow along so quickly, or implicitly. Frankly both my roommate and
I, rather well educated people, spent 3/4s of the show saying "What about
X" and "Why not try Y". Face it, people are basically stubborn, and unless
something is spelled out they're not likely to just merrily follow along.

Jeff Wutzke
jeffski@nature.berkeley.edu
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Date: 29 Apr 94 20:33:03 GMT
From: grundfest@midyork.lib.ny.us
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BABYLON 5 Novels???

Well, this is my first message to Sf-Lovers Digest.  I've only been on
since November (sarcasm).  I saw 10 minutes of the pilot movie Babylon 5
and shut the TV and haven't deigned to watch the series (I've made this
mistake of judging too quickly before).  I watched the episode with David
McCallum because David McCallum was in it and "gasp" I really liked it.
I've always liked aliens on TV; one of the ONLY gripes I had about the
original Trek is that there weren't enough aliens around (in the crew,
especially).

So I saw the episode after that, Deathwalker, and now I am HOOKED.  And
delighted to be so.

Anyone know if there will be novels coming out (original and script
adaptions) and if so, how soon?

Jill Grundfest

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 21:56:04 GMT
From: davidl@ssd.intel.com (David Levine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

barnesw@rockvax.rockefeller.edu (Stew Barnes) writes:
>straczynski@genie.geis.com wrote:
>> Everything that this race believes tells them that the kid was already
>> dead.  Example: a kid is hurt in an accident.  The doctors declare him
>> brain-dead.  Everything we know tells us that at that point, the kid is
>> gone, so you pull the plug...even though many could make the case that
>> there's still a soul in there, which to them makes it murder.  This is
>> the mirror-image of tha scenario: the kid is soul-dead.  Yes, there may
>> still be a mind in there, but to their world, their culture, their
>> experience, he's *dead*.  So as the mother says, "end the suffering of
>> the shell."
>
>Except, in Believers, the child was demonstrably alive.  In your
>hypothetical, the child does not demonstrably have a soul.  While it's
>their belief that the kid is "soul-dead", it is a fact that he is
>brain-alive and body-healthy.

No, the child is *demonstrably* soul-dead.  You could get a hundred or a
thousand members of his race, from the highest priest to the lowliest
supplicant, and once they'd examined the child I'd bet credits to crumpets
they'd all agree: this body has no soul and should be destroyed.  (Souls
are invisible, of course, but the body has clearly been violated; no other
conclusion is possible.)

Opinions of aliens - non-Chosen - as to the validity of this distinction
are irrelevant.  Earthers know nothing of the True Way.  If your son were
comatose, maybe brain-dead, would you accept a Vorlon's judgement on
whether or not to pull the plug?  Or would you insist that only a human
doctor can make such a delicate determination?  It makes as much sense for
an Earther to decide on the state of a Chosen one's soul.

Here's the really scary thing to me, and the reason I'm so impressed with
the episode (although I found the aliens' acting weak and the lack of
consequences for Franklin's disobedience unbelievable): while watching the
episode, I slowly became convinced that the proper thing for Franklin to do
would be to let the child die, and I was absolutely outraged when he
operated.  But out here in the real, 20th-century world, I would be the
first to argue that a Jehovah's Witness or Christian Scientist parent
should be required to give that child treatment for a life-threatening
illness, no matter what their religious beliefs.  Why is this?  I must
ponder.  And that's what science fiction, at its best, is all about.

David D. Levine
Intel Supercomputer Systems Division
davidl@ssd.intel.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 00:02:42 GMT
From: FNATT@elmer.alaska.edu (Pirate (Anthony Taylor))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Yet another "Believers" review (Spoilers)

hnrsopal@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu writes:
>2. THe amazing appearing/disappearing cast: This has been one thing that's
>been bugging me about B5.  A character (Such as Talia or Franklin) will
>have a prominent role in one episode, and then be completely ignored later
>on.  At the very least, each character should be seen so we know that they
>exist.

No way!  I think this is great.  Otherwise you'll have extraneous
characters appearing for the sake of appearing, not to move the story
along.  WE know they exist, the characters on the station know they exist.
Hey, these people have their own life, you know.

Tony

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 01:18:10 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gerrold in Believers?  Space F

   "Will we this season see a really complex space fight?"
 
   Yes.  In "Signs and Portents," airing in about 2 weeks.  It lasts about
an act and a half.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 01:18:13 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: B5 Paperbacks?

   The possibility of B5 books are still being discussed.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 01:19:33 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Believers"

   "So anyone who would risk their life, or give up their life, for an
ideal or principle is a raving lunatic, is that the official B5 line?"
 
   I've read your message over twice.
 
   What the *f**k* are you talking about?
 
   We "wimped out and slammed organized religion, characterizing any such
person as a mindless zealot.  Typical."
 
   I repeat: what the f**k are you talking about?
 
   Sinclair is Catholic, was taught by Jesuits.  Ivanova is Jewish.  We
have other religions on station.  "Parliament of Dreams" showcased every
major religion ever noted on this planet.  We have an episode coming up in
which the Ivanov family rabbi comes to B5 to help convince Ivanova to sit
shivah for her father.  We've shown Delenn as a serious religious person.
In about 3 weeks airs an episode showing G'Kar's serious side, as a sincere
religious person.  There's more positive role modeling in this show on the
religion topic than on ANY other show that I'm aware of.
 
   So we show one episode in which there is a religious conflict, and
suddenly we're "slamming organized religion" and "wimping out" and
"characterizing any such person as a mindless zealot" and that those
willing to sacrifice their lives are "mindless zealots."
 
   Frankly, Dean...screw you.  You have *no* idea what you're talking
about.  Yours is a kneejerk response, throwing back the terms you've been
fed without actually *thinking* about what you're saying.
 
   We showed *both* sides of that argument.  We showed that on one level,
Franklin was wrong.  He should NOT have forced the issue.  The only one who
really made the right decision, on one level, was Sinclair; don't
interfere.  But the reality is that there WAS no good decision, no truly
right decision.  It was a show about greys, not blacks and whites.  But
obviously your grey matter can't handle anything other.  You have to
characterize it as one or the other, pro-religion or anti-religion.  My
goal is to start people thinking and discussing it, not to shove any kind
of agenda, pro or con, down someone's throat.
 
   And you fall prey to the most common affliction in this kind of
discussion - if one person is a religious person, and that person does
something that might be arguable, it's an ATTACK ON ALL ORGANIZED RELIGION!
What nonsense.  What bullshit.  This was a story about a species who call
themselves the Children of the Egg.  Do you see any organized People of the
Egg churches around the corner?  This was a story about THEM.  Those
specific individuals.  Any attempt to broaden it out beyond that is YOUR
problem, and YOUR insecurity, and YOUR choice, it has NOTHING to do with
what's actually *in the show*.
 
   In "Infection," Sinclair is willing to throw away his life; he was
willing to do the same in "Sky" at the Battle of the Line; we treat this
area with the nobility and honesty it deserves.  Not as "mindless zealots."
And in "Believers," THAT IS NEVER THE ISSUE.  The parents didn't throw away
their lives, they did it to someone else.  So your whole point is
irrelevant on the face of it.
 
   Dr. Franklin prays before the surgery.  Sinclair talks about god in a
favorable fashion.  We deal with religion all the TIME in a positive light.
But you don't like the questions raised, or the way one group was shown, so
you *erase* ALL of that, and launch this kind of attack.
 
   Were you offended?  Apparently so.  Good.  Because your mindset is so
muddy, so black-and-white, so willing to distort and attack and subvert and
misrepresent that it *deserves* to be offended.  A person at the head of
the BBC said, "There are some people we WANT to offend."  In this case, not
religious people and btw, the most favorable comments that I've received to
date on this episode have been from deeply religious people who see in this
not a paranoid vision, but a real examination of the issues but, those
whose minds are closed and who are incapable of independent thought.
 
   What you say has nothing to do with the series I'm making, or the
episode we broadcast.  It exists only in the very weird crevices and cracks
of your mind.  Thus it has nothing to do with me.  You're right when you
say "there are more important things than life."
 
   One of them is the truth...which you are obviously willing to sacrifice
at the drop of a hat if it allows you to feel properly persecuted, and to
attack someone without cause.
 
   Go pluck the log out of your own eye before you attempt to remove the
splinter from someone else's eye.  That's from the Bible.  You might try
reading it sometime; you might learn something.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 01:56:16 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Believers" is insulting.

   Let me see if I can cut to the heart of your message.  You complain that
the episode says, "No one's beliefs are 'better' than others."  You list
this as your #1 problem with the episode.
 
   Are you saying that some people's religious beliefs *are* better then
others?  Maybe...oh, I don't know...that *your* religious beliefs are
better than others?  If not yours, then whose religious belifs ARE better
than yours?
 
   This is an either/or situation, Steven.  Either no one's beliefs are
better than any others, or someone's IS.  By objecting to the former you
are clearly endorsing the latter.
 
   Now me, personally, I have this little problem...I'm an American.  I
believe in the Constitution.  I believe that this nation was founded by
people from every nation, of every belief, because they wanted a country in
which every religion was equal, where there was not a State Religion that
was viewed as better than the rest.  Whether you're a Catholic or a
Lutheran or a Jew or an Oglala Sioux, you're all equal.  Unless I have
somehow lapsed into an alternate universe, that's the very guiding
principle behind the foundation of this nation.
 
   Now, if you choose to set yourself at odds to what is central to what it
is to be an American, well, that's certainly your right, but I don't see
what that has to do with this episode.
 
   Your second statement, that the episode states that "medicine is simply
part of one's belief system, and can do no objective good outside of that
domain."
 
   Steve...do you know Dean Adams, by chance?  You and he ought to get
together sometime.  Share a cabin by the sea.  Car pool.  You both take
diametrically different views of the show, but both manage to distort what
is *there* as opposed to what you choose to SAY was there.
 
   Dr. Franklin's surgery DID do objective good.  That was never the issue.
That question was never raised except in your own head (and as I see that
your message comes to us via the University of Chicago Medical School, I
perceive that you may sense that your particular ox has been gored).  The
question became, "Having DONE good, would that be accepted by the parents?"
And we try to get into the definition of what IS good?
 
   Having somersaulted through *that* particular lapse in logic, you enter
the deeper realms of paralogia.  You start dragging in slavery and the
like.  We're not talking about that, and that is an inappropriate metaphor.
It's a debate tactic that I refuse to buy into.  If one can't make a case
of the issue at hand, one tries to extend it to other areas, looking for an
emotional response that has nothing to do with that matter before us.  The
day we write an episode about slavery, we can have this discussion.  Let's
have one crisis at a time, shall we?
 
   You say, "Some beliefs are wrong.  In this case there was the murder of
a sentient being."  Except what defines sentient?  There's an accident.
Terrible accident.  The patient is brain-dead.  Flatline.  No one occupies
the cerebral penthouse.  The family says, "Pull the plug."  By your
definion, isn't THAT "the murder of a sentient being?"  After all, it still
encloses a soul, which is only released at death, yes?  But our own medical
establishment seems generally to accept the "brain-death" aspect of this
discussion.  So what about someone on the other side, who says that if the
body is soul-dead, then pull the plug?
 
   You say the parents should be arrested for "crimes against sentience."
On their homeworld, what they did was as common and accepted as pulling the
plug on someone who's brain-dead.  It's not just their belief, it's the
entire way in which their species views the universe.  As long as the
belief system of one species is applied ONLY to others WITHIN that species,
then they should be judged by the laws of their people.  What do you do if
you're a human, and you spit on the floor of B5, and some passing alien
says that on his world, that's a crime worthy of the death penalty?  If
you're the commander, and you're wise, you say, "Yes, but among his own
people, that's simply an action outside of any real value, and you weren't
directly affected."
 
   You say, "Call your state's attorney and ask about minors, religion and
the law."  This isn't a state.  This is a crossroads for hundreds of
civilizations.  And within those hundreds of civilizations, *thousands* of
sub-worlds, each with their own attitudes, beliefs, actions and standards.
All of them come to B5.  If you start applying human standards to
non-humans, and they ALL have to obey...then they're not going to come.
 
   The B5 rule of thumb, and it's not written in stone, there is some
flexibility, is that you respect the beliefs of any visiting species so
long as it does not affect someone not a member of that species, or a
non-willing member of that species.  This situation fell under neither
category.
 
   You don't like that.  You were insulted.  That's not my problem.  I'm
not here to reinforce your personal view of the universe.  I'm here to tell
stories.  To provoke discussion.  Even start a few bar fights, if possible.
Because a good story *should* make you think.  And maybe make you question
*why* you think what you think.
 
JMS

------------------------------
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Date: 21 Apr 94 21:44:08 GMT
From: emmett@lamar.colostate.edu (Bill Emmett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Wars IV

The next STAR WARS movie is rumored to be in pre-production.  It is
supposed to be based on the first three novels.

Bill Emmett
Colorado State University
emmett@lamar.colostate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Apr 94 20:37:01 GMT
From: nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Neal Ulen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Next Star Wars movies

Contrary to what many people might think, but the next trilogy (episodes
I-III) will NOT be based on ANY novel that has currently been written or
that will be written in the future.  LucasFilm sold the rights to Bantam
books to write 15 Star Wars books.

These books are TOTALLY independent of SW, TESB, ROTJ.  They will be
TOTALLY independent of anything Lucas creates.  They are simply an
alternate storyline as developed by the various authors.  NONE of the books
(read Zahn's trilogy) will be made into movies.

The ONLY thing that will be made into a movie, is the script that Lucas and
his writers put together.  The movies are his babies, he IS NOT going to
turn a mediocre book into a movie.  NONE of the books that are out (or soon
to be released by Bantam) are canon.

So the next time you're reading a new SW novel (no matter how good) it will
NEVER be turned into a movie.

Neal E. Ulen
nealu@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 01:42:09 GMT
From: jdemasi@skat.usc.edu (John De Masi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Wars IV NO-GO

Maybe I'm wrong... but what I have heard (here at USC where Lucas graduated
from) is that there are three prequels planned, but nowhere in production
yet.  Also, "Heir to the Empire" will be made into a movie, most likely
before the prequels.

Anyone hear anything like this?  Lucas is speaking at graduation here and I
doubt he'll mention anything... but you never know what he'll be asked by
the college paper here in all the private interviews.

John

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 17:01:19 GMT
From: dasmith@husc10.harvard.edu (David Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: From George Lucas himself

   Although there seems to be little doubt of this anyways on this group, I
would like to throw in a bit of encouraging support for those who are
waiting for Star Wars I-III.

   On July 1, 1990, I had lunch with George Lucas at an awards ceremony
known as the Banquet of the Golden Plate.  The annual weekend conference is
held to honor adult leaders in just about every imaginable field; and to
honor high school students who demonstrate the kind of potential to follow
in these adults' footsteps.  In addition to meeting Lucas, I met Ronald
Reagan, Michael Jordan, Herschel Walker, Oprah Winfrey, Colin Powell, Hal
Holbrook, Maya Angelou, and Chuck Jones - the highlight for me of course
being lunch with Lucas!!

   Anyways, I managed to stutter out to him how he had shaped and molded my
childhood with the Star Wars movies, and asked him to confirm the rumors of
production of the prequels.  He said that he **did** have scripts for all 9
movies (the prequel trilogy AND the sequel trilogy), and went on to explain
briefly the whole Star Wars idea.

   He said that originally, Star Wars IV was shown to a few close Hollywood
friends for pure entertainment, but he soon realized from their reactions
that his dream was worth polishing up and distributing.  He said the clamor
for Empire was more pressure than he ever wanted to handle in his life
again, and almost caused him to give up making any other Star Wars movies.
He negotiated successfully, however, for more time and flexibility for
Jedi, and was pleased with its reception, and with its quality (like me, he
thinks Empire is the worst of the three).

   In any case, he said that before releasing the very first one, he
intends to have ALL THREE prequel movies at least filmed before he releases
the first one, so that he will never again be behind the eight ball of
public clamoring for release.  This will allow him to finish editing and
production of the other two quietly and comfortably.

   It was the most exciting lunch date I have ever had... and I promise
you, this is no hoax.  If Lucas has changed his mind since then, that is
his prerogative but, that was straight from his mouth as of July 1, 1990.

David A. Smith

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 06:32:10 GMT
From: cdkins00@nx53.mik.uky.edu (carl daylan kinser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Next Star Wars Movie

Well, okay...either you've been in a coma lately or just don't decide to go
to theatres very often. I hate to burst your bubble but the trailers for
the new movies are already in the theatres. They show an X-wing shoot
across the screen, followed by the screen stating "Summer 1995".  There you
go...sit and spin on that one.  Go out, do things other than sit here all
the time. You'll see it for yourself.

Carl Daylan Kinser

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 07:18:25 GMT
From: sio4@shakala.com (sandra lynn childress)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Next Star Wars Movie

cdkins00@nx53.mik.uky.edu (carl daylan kinser) writes:
> Well, okay...either you've been in a coma lately or just don't decide to
> go to theatres very often. I hate to burst your bubble but the trailers
> for the new movies are already in the theatres. 

If you are saying that you have seen this trailer, would you mind posting
the films that you have seen it with?  As far as I'm aware of, there are NO
TRAILERS for the NEW MOVIES!  You may have seen the re-release trailer,
which I have not heard that it exists.  The Paper was RUMORED to have a
trailer, but it was proven to be a complete HOAX!

Sandra Lynn Childress
sio4@shakala.com 

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 12:41:20 GMT
From: jseaver@bigwpi.wpi.edu (Jason John Seaver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Next Star Wars Movie

>And for your information, ( as I learned recently from a friend of mine
>who works in the industry) 20th Century Fox is re-releasing Star Wars to
>theaters.  I haven't seen the promo of which you speak, but if the date
>was Summer 1995 then there is the possibility that the re-release was the
>subject of the promo.

   Does anyone have any sort of written confirmation for this?  Now, while
it would be logical to re-release them for summers '94, '95 and '96, I'd
assume that I would have seen some sort of advertising by now - I haven't
gone to the movies as much as I'd like, but I watch the television programs
they'd be likely to advertise them during, and I've seen nothing.

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 22:23:35 GMT
From: PATRICK.MCDANIEL@darkhrse.com (patrick mcdaniel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: sci-fi movie info

  It is my information that says Mark Hamill is returning to play either
Luke's grandfather or Anakin himself.

Patrick

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 04:07:15 GMT
From: wpabst@scott.skidmore.edu (william pabst)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Day of the Triffids

Has anyone seen the 1950's sf flick  "Day of the Triffids"?

I think the book is one of the most incredible disaster sf tales ever
created.  I have always been curious about the movie; I can never find it
anywhere.  Look forward to hearing from you,

Bill

------------------------------

Date: 28 Apr 94 19:51:29 GMT
From: jackson@giotto.jsc.nasa.gov (al jackson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Day of the Triffids

>Has anyone seen the 1950's sf flick  "Day of the Triffids"?

DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS is >not< a 1950's film it is a 1960's film.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 12:51:08 GMT
From: rsjohnso@naz.edu (Rich Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Day of the Triffids

DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS is a good film with great acting and direction, and a
fairly intelligent script. The only thing that might bother you is the
somewhat cheesy look of the Triffids themselves (not a problem in MY book,
but then again I love INFRAMAN).

Rich Johnson
rsjohnso@libra.naz.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 14:01:13 GMT
From: bammerla@cs.ruu.nl (Boris Ammerlaan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Day of the Triffids

wpabst@scott.skidmore.edu (william pabst) writes:
>Has anyone seen the 1950's sf flick  "Day of the Triffids"?
>
>I think the book is one of the most incredible disaster sf tales ever
>created.  I have always been curious about the movie; I can never find it
>anywhere.

Rightly so. I saw the first 30 minutes or so of it. It's terrible. At the
beginning, they more or less followed the book, except for the Triffid's
origin that is, but after that, it went WAY of course. Apparently, Triffids
die of salt.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 14:46:59 GMT
From: pac@s3109e9.atl.hp.com (Pete Crosby)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Day of the Triffids

Boris Ammerlaan (bammerla@cs.ruu.nl) wrote:
>origin that is, but after that, it went WAY of course. Apparently,
>Triffids die of salt.

As I recall, 2 methods were found to kill them. One was discovered by the
couple in the lighthouse (spray them with saltwater). I can't remember what
the other way to kill them was, unless it was fire.  Anyone?????

Pete C.
pac@atl.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 17:13:43 GMT
From: pallen@ps.ucl.ac.uk (Paul Allen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Day of the Triffids

It's OK as 1950's flicks go, but not particularly faithful to the book. The
endings are completely different.  The BBC made a TV series about ten years
ago which was much better.  I have no idea where you could get it from,
though

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 17:53:05 GMT
From: ajm@walrus.sw.stratus.com (Andrew Madison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Day of the Triffids

The story on the first movie, was that when initial editing was completed
they ended up with barely over an hour of film.  So, the producers went
back to the studio, shot the light-house subplot and grafted it onto the
existing footage.

There does exist a BBC/PBS version made in 1989/90 that follows the book
much more closely.  Maybe too closely, because I remember liking it, but
because I knew the plot, it didn't pack much of a punch for me, in terms of
storytelling.

A.J. Madison
Stratus Computer Inc.              
55 Fairbanks Boulevard
Marlboro, MA  01752                      
ajm@sw.stratus.com
Andrew_Madison@Vos.Stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 18:01:32 GMT
From: xrcjd@farside.gsfc.nasa.gov (Chuck Divine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Day of the Triffids

I read the book and saw the movie.  I remember much of the book vividly.
Can't say the same for the movie.  When I saw it on TV, I seemed to think
(it's been awhile) "Not real bad but, not up to the book."  The movie
also had a bit of a cop out ending.  

Chuck Divine

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 16:00:04 GMT
From: sillywiz@dcs.warwick.ac.uk (SillyWiz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Day of the Triffids

ajm@walrus.sw.stratus.com (Andrew Madison) writes:
>There does exist a BBC/PBS version made in 1989/90 that follows the book
>much more closely.  Maybe too closely, because I remember liking it, but
>because I knew the plot, it didn't pack much of a punch for me, in terms
>of storytelling.

I don't think PBS ahd anything to do with it. The story is actually very
close to the book, and has a lot of the dreary, lonely atmosphere of the
human race slowly dying out associated with it - it's one of the things I
really like about the whole thing, all the "action" is at the start, there
is no "punch at the end" like so many other series, it just all tails off,
leaving the end wide open.

I think ( I'm not sure ) that it's been released on tape by the BBC, but
you'd have to ask them about it.

Keith Lucas
sillywiz@dcs.warwick.ac.uk
csugq@csv.warwick.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 13:46:30 GMT
From: rpk@watson.ibm.com ("Richard P. King ", 8-863-7245)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mike Jittlov (The Wizard of Speed and Time)

I recently had a chance to see Mike Jittlov's charming film, the Wizard of
Speed and Time.  This was not the original, short film, but, rather, the
feature length piece he released in 1986.  I've searched the databases
available to me and have found no other mentions of his name.  If anyone
out there knows of some other work of his, I would enjoy hearing of it.

Richard

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 15:52:56 GMT
From: court@mcs.com (Courtland Funke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mike Jittlov (The Wizard of Speed and Time)

I don't know what else he has done but I just have to say that this movie
sucked.  I saw the previews a couple of years ago at my local artsy fartsy
theatre and it looked good so I went to see it but it was so damn cheesy!
There was one redeeming part though, and that was the scene with the girl
in the elevator and they make the joke about "the clap." Had me rolling on
the floor.  Otherwise, the movie bored me to tears.

And if I ever hear that song again I think I will kill somebody. 

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 18:18:36 GMT
From: c_cullin@oz.plymouth.edu (Christopher Cullinane)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Solar Crisis?

I was watching "Interceptor" on video (pretty good: Die Hard on a C-5A),
but the coming attractions on the vid included a SF film called 'Solar
Crisis' "from the special effects wizards who brought you Star Wars and
2001" (John Dykstra?).  My question is - what happened to this film?  I
can't find it on video and I've never heard of it on video (the distributor
was the independent TriMark Pictures).  The plot involved a monster solar
flare that threatened the Earth and the spaceship sent to stop it by
setting off another explosion on the sun but, someone on the ship wanted
to sabotage the mission.

Thanks :)

Chris Cullinane

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 22:04:00 GMT
From: dave@craton (Dave Dametto)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Solar Crisis?

I managed to see that one and I have a question.  Does anyone have any info
on who the real director was?  It bears the ever popular "you-aren't-going-
to-stick-my-name-on-this-stinker" pseudo name Alan Smithee.

Dave Dametto
dave@craton.geol.brocku.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 02:21:59 GMT
From: ar971@freenet.carleton.ca (Mark Koldys)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Solar Crisis?

>I managed to see that one and I have a question.  Does anyone have any
>info on who the real director was?

Richard Sarafian. He had his name removed when additional footage was shot
and other parts re-edited.

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 15:53:44 GMT
From: rorschak@daimi.aau.dk (Jesper Lauridsen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Solar Crisis?

   Did anyone ever figure out why the Evil Multinational Corporation (TM)
wanted to sabotage the mission? How exactly did they intend to make money
on the sun exploding?

Btw, I thought the special effects sucked.

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 07:45:24 GMT
From: uh754@freenet.victoria.bc.ca (Michael van Abbema)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Just saw No Escape

 I don't know. It seemed a bit simple to me. I mean, sure, lots of action
and all, but what's the point? The premise sucked and the storyline was
completely lame. It just wasn't engaging, I guess. Considering how much
good sf is out there, in books, shorts, etc., that someone would choose
*this* to spend/waste $X millions on is beyond comprehension.

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 04:04:19 GMT
From: loh@fraser.sfu.ca (Keith Meng-Wei Loh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: No Escape

bjork@BADLANDS.NODAK.EDU (Patrick B Bjork) writes:
>This weekend I saw the film, _No Escape_, and I was impressed with its
>overall production; incredibly violent, but not entirely gratuitous.
>Although I'm not too familiar with the _Mad Max_ genere, I'm told that _No
>Escape_ is heavily influenced by it--Australian too.  I'm wondering,
>though, and I confess I missed it on the credits, is the film an original
>screenplay or is it based on a fictional text?

It's based on a British SF novel called PENAL COLONY. Someone else can fill
in who wrote it. I'm not sure how much you can attribute to MAD MAX. ROAD
WARRIOR has had a great influence in post-apocalyptic movies, of which NO
ESCAPE is one of many. The veritable spikes, punk hair-dos, leather and
chains has been a part of the wardrobes of a great many SF films since the
success of the ROAD WARRIOR and are prevalent in NO ESCAPE, a film that
makes few attempts to break with the genre.

Keith Loh
loh@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 18:25:45 GMT
From: nate@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Nate Berggren)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 5,000,000 Years to Earth

I recently saw _5,000,000_Years_to_Earth_ on one of the local Chicago
stations.  Giant grasshoppers found buried in the subway in London, mass
destruction ensues.  I'd seen it before almost 20 years ago, only it wasn't
quite the same as I had remembered it.  Maybe I remember it wrong, but
maybe there were two versions made...a British version (the one I saw last
month) and an American version (the one I saw nearly 20 years ago).  Does
anyone know if this is possible?

Specific discrepancies between recent viewing and my memory:

1) Giant flaming devil at the end is blue/green instead of red/orange

2) I remember there being a cat involved

3) I remember the hero telling the heroine not to look at the flaming
devil, only to look at it himself.  No such dialogue in recent broadcast.

4) I remember it taking place in NY, not London.

5) I remember the grasshoppers being more lifelike

6) Final dramatic conclusion not nearly as dramatic as I remembered.

Thanks to all who can help me sort this one out.

Nate Berggren
nate@casbah.acns.nwu.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 10 May 94 19:01:26 GMT
From: mac7@po.cwru.edu (Michael A. Chary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: Legacy - *SPOILERS*   (long)

I liked this episode.

POSSIBLE SPOILERS

I think that man Rebecca was with was an idiot.  He apparently knew what
she was.  Did he really think himself more capable of dealing with Luther
than she was?  I mean it was probably more realistic than having him just
shut up and listen to her but still it was annoying as all get out.  And
they did it again with the swords.  Where did Rebecca get hers?  I was
watching her fairly closely and there did not seem to be a sword hidden on
her anywhere.

Other than that great episode.  I thought the fight at the end was terrific
and I think that it showed a superiority of technique and talent.  Amanda
has been around for a long time but she just is not that good.  The Connor
MacLeod/Ramirez school of Immortals is destined to prevail over the Rebecca
school I think;) (Btw, imho, there is no way in Hell that Luther learned to
fight from the same person who taught Amanda at least not with that
scimitar.)

Oh well, this is one show I just sort of turn my brain off and watch;) Not
that I think it can't be analyzed but we all need to pick one or two show
that we can just enjoy with no effort;)

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 17:21:30 GMT
From: mears@cup.hp.com (David Mears)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SQ: Darwin is a real dolphin

For the last few months, there's been, off and on, a raging debate about
whether Darwin is a real dolphin or a mechanical device.  I believe I now
have evidence that Darwin is a real dolphin.  I suppose some might still
contest the evidence I'm about to quote, but it's good enough for me.

In the back of the weekly TV listings magazine from my local paper is a
syndicated column called Celebrity Questions by Stacy Jenel Smith of the
Tribune Media Services.  In this week's column, there is a Q/A that
directly addresses the Darwin question.  Here is a quote of the Q and A:

   Q Is Darwin the dolphin on ``seaQuest DSV'' a real dolphin?  My brother
     said it's fake.  Please tell me the truth.

   A He's a real bottlenose dolphin - very smart and very cooperative, says
     the critter's co-star and buddy, 18-year-old Jonathan Brandis.  Still,
     he notes, "It takes a lot of patience to work with the dolphin all
     the time."

There.  I hope that ends the debate.  (Though someone will probably
coontinue to believe otherwise.  Oh well.)

David B. Mears
Hewlett-Packard
Cupertino CA
mears@cup.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 23:26:27 GMT
From: omaha@u.washington.edu (Omaha Sternberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest "Abalon" 5/1/94 SPOILERS

wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan) writes:
>This thread contains SPOILER information about the seaQuest episode
>"Abalon" that aired Sunday, May 1, 1994.  Read at your own risk :-)
> 
>OK... I'm apalled at this episode.  Unlike previous episodes, this episode
>had two irrelevant subplots that really confused me: Ford's encounter with
>the "mermaid" and Lucas' sexuality (??? And This was a family show ???).
>In previous episodes, there were subplots that at least were relevant to
>each other, and went off on tangents.  For example, in "Brothers and
>Sisters," Lucas's attraction to Chloe (Kellie Martin) at least had some
>relevance to the main plot.

   This episode sucked bigtime. Can you say "The Little Mermaid"? I knew
you could.
 
>However, in this episode, everything just kept jumping around: Ford's
>"Hallucination" to Lucas' Party to Ford to Lucas and so on.  I got SO
>confused just keeping up with the plot...one hour is not enough.

   It got extremely confusing at times. I got bored after awhile, though I
did watch the entire thing. This was NOT one of the better episodes, or
even a decent one.

>Now on to Irrelevant Plot #1 (Ford's Mermaid Encounter/Abalon): This plot
>suffered one of the classic seaQuest "Quick Fixes."  In fact, this was so
>quick that I did not get what was going on.  What exactly did Abalon do to
>Ford?  Put him in an oxygenated tank?  And that mermaid lady?  She was
>STRANGE.  What about Ford's pickup line in the bar?  "Hello.  I know I
>know you.  I'm glad I'm not hallucinating.  I saw you down at 30,000 ft.,
>remember?"  *SHEESH!* Then, the mermaid girl runs away, only to appear out
>of the water to encounter Bridger.  "Hello!  I live in the sea...It's my
>home."

   It was badly set up, but I do see the relevance to Ford's first mermaid
encounter. The whole episode was to revolve around this girl wanting to
leave, and being pursued, but it was horribly done. I did not get why she
so willingly walked up to Bridger and said this. Made absolutely no sense.
If she had changed her mind for some reason, there should have been an
indication of why, and why she would trust Bridger with this info, and not
Ford.

>Speaking of that scene, did anyone notice that in Bridger's sunglass,
>there was a reflection of 3 people in the ocean...two camera people with
>the mermaid girl in the center?  You think that they would be more careful
>than that.

   I didn't, but I was ROTFL when I heard about it.

>Now on to Irrelevant plot #2 (Lucas' Sexuality)
>Again, this plot suffered one of those "Quick Fixes" The resolution was
>just the "I've got to shove his whole story into 1 hr." kind of endings.

   Lucas' situation had absolutely NOTHING to do with the main theme of the
episode. I was sure that Lucas was going to see her on his way back, and be
forced to tell the truth, revealing where he had seen her, which was not
anywhere near where he was supposed to, revealing he had lied (moral here).
Seemed sappy, but it was at least logical. But it didn't happen this way.

>Did anyone else notice that the word SEX was not mentioned ONCE in this
>show, but other phrases refering to SEX were used ("Going all the way..."
>"It") And what exactly is this show preaching?  "Why don't you carry [a
>condom] in you wallet?"  WHAT THE HELL IS THIS!!! Call me conservative,
>but IMHO, Kids, sex, and sci-fi are not exactly supposed to mix.

   First off, it annoyed the hell out of me that not once did they mention
the word condom. Ever. However, Lucas' sexual awakenings does have
everything to do with a family show, one that knows that kids do hit
puberty and start getting interested in sex. It actually was a rather
open-minded attempt, badly done, to introduce safe-sex and the preference,
but not mandatory thinking, of celibacy.
   Excuse me, but why not have sex involved in sci-fi? You haven't seen
much sci-fi. I direct you to Star Wars, Star Trek, Battlstar Galactica,
Alien Nation, Buck Rogers, Logan's Run....shall I go on. As for kids, they
do exist. I've seen them. And if an adult with kids is involved in
something that is sci. fi., I see no reason to leave them out. Matter of
fact, I see every reason to include them. Sci. fi., beyond having neat
special effects, should be used just like any other fictional artform. To
make a statement of some kind, whatever that statement happens to be.

>Also, when you have 3 (or at least 2) geniuses running a party, you'd
>think that it would be better planned to keep the cops out.  But then
>again...

   They're kids...they're not intelligent, even if they are geniuses.  Most
adults forget when they started thinking intelligently. Many think it
happens when you hit 18.

>And the hospital room?  That isn't exactly the most desirable place for
>Lucas and Juliana to "go all the way."  Not that I condone this kind of
>behavior anyways, even though it is the 90's (or the 2010's).  And that
>brother of Juliana...SHEESH!

   Man, you are conservative....No (Omaha slaps herself in the face)
there's absolutely nothing wrong with that. It just isn't my opinion. Her
brother....he's an overlord, and she's a shrimp who hasn't yet considered
that she should listen to her brother's advice, but not necessarily take
it.

>The STINGER was back too, and so was Tucker's super-fast sub.  It seems
>that the police has ordered a fleet of Tucker's sub.  But than again,
>couldn't Lucas outrun the cops in the STINGER, providing that he fixed
>that fuel-injection problem?

   And just how do the police manage to police the ocean? It isn't like the
highways, where most vehicles can only travel on one region, and can't
really go offroad. The whole ocean is fair game. I mean, that's a lot of
space to be policing. Imagine all the police necessary.  It would
constitute a large country's army!

>seaQuest has gotten more SCI-FI.  Even though this is nice, it's starting
>to get a little ridiculous.  This episode was just one example.  Hope next
>week's alien episode isn't as bad...

I don't have much hope.

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 21:44:44 GMT
From: elf@halcyon.com (Elf Sternberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest "Abalon" 5/1/94 SPOILERS

wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan) writes:
>OK... I'm apalled at this episode.  Unlike previous episodes, this episode
>had two irrelevant subplots that really confused me: Ford's encounter with
>the "mermaid" and Lucas' sexuality (??? And This was a family show ???).

   Yeah, it was a family show.  I can identify with Lucas completely,
because I remember being there.

   This episode *sucked*.  If this is what the producers think is "more
SF," then they should learn the phrase "less is more."  I still think my
favorite episode is the one with Yaphet Koto, mostly 'cause that man can't
help acting well.  This wasn't science fiction, this was a hackneyed Little
Mermaid plot with one unbelievably good actor in an unbelievably bad role'.
How can Spielberg *throw away* Charlton Heston like this?

>However, in this episode, everything just kept jumping around:  

   Someone kill the editor.  There was no pacing to this episode *at all*.
It reminded me a lot of the "kitchen sink" episodes of ST:TNG in the first
season, when the writers and directors had no idea how to fit a show into
42 minutes.

>Did anyone else notice that the word SEX was not mentioned ONCE in this
>show, but other phrases refering to SEX were used ("Going all the way..."
>"It") And what exactly is this show preaching?  "Why don't you carry [a
>condom] in you wallet?"  WHAT THE HELL IS THIS!!! Call me conservative,
>but IMHO, Kids, sex, and sci-fi are not exactly supposed to mix.

   I think Bridger was acting in Lucas's best interest when he said "Here,
carry one of these in your wallet."  Bridger can hardly afford to say
"Don't do it" when Lucas works around both Bridger and Dr. Westphalen, both
of whom have proven to have healthy sexualities still running.  If Bridger
is going to be Lucas's "foster parent," then he has two choices: "Play
safe" or "Don't do it."  Lucas has shown more than once to, at least in
this area, have some common sense, and I think Nathan is going to rely on
it.

   And of *course* SF and sex mix.  SF isn't about high-tech hardware and
neat laser weapons; it's about how human beings will change and respond to
those tools of the future.  SF exists to entertain, but good SF writers
also want to show what the future will bring to *people*.

   (Of TNG, I'm actively *embarrassed* that the show doesn't show more of
the potential sexual interaction between people.  They tossed a lot of it
in irresponsibly in the first and second seasons, but since then they've
shied away from it.  The one episode of DS9 where Bashir got to play in
zero-G was a sham; you mean to tell me people don't do this on a regular
basis?  Or that there aren't more cases of "holodex addiction?"  Come on.)

   There will always be teenagers trying to get laid.  Trying to do get
them to wait, or act responsibly, will be a theme of contemporary and
science fiction for years to come.  I thought it was well handled.

   But then, of all the subjects DSV handles, the characters and how they
interact, sexually or otherwise, seems to be the one thing the writers have
a good grip for.  It's nice to see that Bridger and Westphalen, the "mature
people" of DSV, have a relationship, complete with a mutual and friendly
understanding whenever Westphalen goes ashore.

>Also, when you have 3 (or at least 2) geniuses running a party, you'd
>think that it would be better planned to keep the cops out.  But then
>again...

   Childhood savants throw great parties, but they never plan for
contingencies.  At least, every time I've been to a party thrown by
teenagers or college-age students who make four-sigmas look stupid, that's
been my experience.  Everything that could entertain is thrown in, but, as
this show demonstrated, frequently the focus is so strong on the show going
well that contingencies are not planned for.  It was a reasonable incident;
it happens at many, many raves.

>And the hospital room?  That isn't exactly the most desirable place for
>Lucas and Juliana to "go all the way."  Not that I condone this kind of
>behavior anyways, even though it is the 90's (or the 2010's).  And that
>brother of Juliana...SHEESH!

   The hospital room was, again, convenient.  How old are you, anyway?
Don't you remember being a teenager, with hormones and stuff?  C'mon.  When
I was a teenager, among the places I took girls during campus dances and
raves were the school chapel, the bandhouse, a randomly chosen classroom,
backstage of the campus auditorium...  The scene brought back *lots* of
memories.  I remember being *just like that*.

   IMHO, the part of the episode dealing with Lucas was the only part of
the show worth writing about.  The mermaid stuff should have animated; then
at least I would have given suspension of belief the benefit of the doubt.
 
elf@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 04:51:48 GMT
From: wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest 5-08-94 "Such Great Patience"

This post contain spoilers...Read at your own risk :-)

seaQuest "Such Great Patience" 5-08-94

This episode was MUCH, MUCH better than last week's episode.  It was
coherent, and left some unexplained stuff.  Very reminicent of "The
X-Files."

I didn't really understand the thing about the alien.  Near the end, we
find the decomposed body of the alien, but yet, there is a holographic
"alien" who attracts silica.  How did this occur?  Was this caused by the
alien ship's computer?

Crocker's protoge, Shan is back in this episode.  I wonder if he will
replace Crocker next season.  As indicated by Sally's post about the season
finale, Crocker "comtempletes his retirement."  Again, he is a mysterious
character, somewhat similar to the mysterious promotion of Admiral Noyce to
UEO Secretary-General, which was not explained until the airing of "Last
Lap of Luxury."  Wonder if they will explain Shan in the future episode(s)?

As already pointed out, it seems very strange that Bridger would keep the
alien a secret.  But then again, with those "trigger-happy" military types
he has to deal with, it seems quite feasible.  Also, I thought that
Bridger, who is UEO, is not under the command of the US Military, whom that
trigger-happy general is under.  However, the seaQuest might be on loan to
the US again, as was in Better Than Martians...

Nonetheless, this episode will undoubtedly have a sequel in the next
season.  It was nice to see Commander Keller back in this episode.  His
rash "I've really got to see the alien" behavior hasn't changed very much
from his last appearance.

Again, I thought that this was a well-done episode (as compared to Abalon).

Wesley Chan
wchan@eis.calstate.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 18:28:36 GMT
From: c_cullin@oz.plymouth.edu (Christopher Cullinane)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: 05/06 seaQuest: thoughts

Some Spoilers

I thought this was a great episode - one that could have been really
contrived, but was handled intelligently.  It was also beamed straight out
of 'Sphere' by Michael (Jurassic Park) Crichton.  Sphere was about a group
of scientists called to an underwater military installation to participate
in the opening of a multi-mile long spacecraft that had been buried on the
bottom of an ocean trench for hundreds of years.  Of course, in sphere the
ship turns out to be human and from the future, but the influence on DSV
was definitely there - right down to "shouldn't we say something clever"
upon stepping foot on board.

But once they opened up the ship DSV charted its own course and did some
really original stuff (no English-speaking aliens for once), and I
particularly liked the 'silicon based projections' idea.  I could get picky
and say they took that from The Abyss (aliens who learned to control water
at molecular level), but hey, it was a good episode.

If you liked this DSV, give Sphere a read.  It's a great book!

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA21331; Fri, 13 May 94 10:02:32 EDT
Date: Fri, 13 May 94 10:02:32 EDT
Message-Id: <9405131402.AA21331@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #365
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Fri, 13 May 94 10:02:32 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #365
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 13 May 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 365

Today's Topics:

	   Television - SeaQuest (4 msgs) & Star Trek (5 msgs) &
                        Lois and Clark & SF Channel Movies

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 05:23:58 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 5-08-94 "Such Great Patience"

wchan@eis.calstate.edu (Wesley T. Chan) writes:
>This post contain spoilers...Read at your own risk :-)
>This episode was MUCH, MUCH better than last week's episode.  It was
>coherent, and left some unexplained stuff.

I agree.  It was a very good episode; it was even a rather good first
contact story (and those are hard to do well, in my opinion).

>I didn't really understand the thing about the alien.  Near the end, we
>find the decomposed body of the alien, but yet, there is a holographic
>"alien" who attracts silica.  How did this occur?

I thought it was pretty clear what went on (and I was glad they didn't
spell it out; it's nice to watch a show where it is assumed the viewer has
some intelligence).  Basically, the ship was the *only* thing there, other
than the mummified (not decomposed) body of the alien.  All of the "aliens"
that moved around were "probes" (combination robots / "holographic"
projections) being run by the ship (presumably a rather complex computer
:)).  And, in the same way we tend to picture general- purpose robots as
humanoid, their robots were alienoid (new work I just made up :)).

>Nonetheless, this episode will undoubtably have a sequel in the next
>season.

Is it positive there will be a next season?

One other thing, that we puzzled together, but we're not sure about.  The
ship disappeared; we suspect it moved itself (since they seem to have some
sort of functional teleportation :)) off of Earth.  Probably to end up,
finally, outside the solar system, in the line of whatever that galaxy is.

Otherwise, the SeaQuest is going to have to wait 41 million years :).

It does make me wonder, however: was the ship really there, or was it, like
the aliens, just a probe/projection, from something hiding somewhere in-,
or outside of the solar system?

Oh, and a complaint: one million years ago, H. S. Sapiens was no real
slouch.  And H. S. Neanderthalis was about, also; both were using tools
already, I think.  (Now, mind you, I could be off by an order of magnitude,
but I don't think so.)  Dolphins, admittedly, have been around for about
ten million years but, they were not tool users, are not tool users, and,
without some serious changes, will not be tool users.

But it made a nice subplot:  "They're here for the dolphins!"

All in all, I really liked it.  I do hope it can continue with this
quality.

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 19:12:36 GMT
From: elf@halcyon.com (Elf Sternberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 5-08-94 "Such Great Patience"

sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>One other thing, that we puzzled together, but we're not sure about.  The
>ship disappeared; we suspect it moved itself (since they seem to have some
>sort of functional teleportation :)) off of Earth.  Probably to end up,
>finally, outside the solar system, in the line of whatever that galaxy is.

   I thought that was made clear at the end of the episode - the 
whole ship was held together my a silicamagentic pseudo-science 
field; it was nothing more than well-organized sand and energy.  When 
the ship had fulfilled its purpose, it dissolved into the sand from 
whence it came.  A final 'dust to dust' scene.

elf@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 23:13:46 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gasp! Shudder! Nude aliens on seaQuest!

Just wondering... Was anyone here driven mad with lust by the appearance of
unclothed alien beings on the latest seaQuest DSV episode, and impelled to
rush out into the night to ravish the nearest available androgynous
extraterrestrial?

I ask because, according to a May 7 column by Cleveland Plain Dealer TV
critic Tom Feran, would-be TV censor Terry Rakolta (best known for trying
unsuccessfully to get "Married With Children" pulled off the air) has
denounced the appearance of alien nudity on the seaQuest episode.
According to the column, "Rakolta, alerted to the show's content, was
quoted as saying, 'It's just the beginning of pornography' on television..
She compared it to 'NYPD Blue' and said nudity was 'the last frontier of
network television'."

Even though no extraterrestrial "naughty bits" were actually visible in the
episode.  But then, like most of these TV censors, Ms. Rakolta apparently
felt no obligation to actually see the show herself before deciding that
none of the rest of us should be allowed to see it...

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 22:10:04 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest 5/8/94 SPOILERS

KGARRISO@ua1vm.ua.edu (Karen Garrison) writes:
>Overall, excellent.  If seaQuest can keep this up, I'll be very, very,
>happy.  Although next week doesn't look too promising...

This episode was better than I thought it would be.  I was glad to see they
didn't actually encounter the alien (alive) -- 1,000,000 year old aliens is
stretching it a bit.

I was a bit upset that some of the science didn't make much sense.  I
haven't looked at the tape, but didn't Keller hold up a map of the Milky
Way?  Then when the "alien" pointed to it he said something about "that's
your constellation."  All of that implies to me that the alien was from our
galaxy.  But later they say it is from a star 40 million light years away -
a wee bit bigger than our galaxy.  I would be more willing to believe in an
alien visitor from within our own galaxy than in one from 40 million light
years away.

Which brings up another point - what did Keller mean by "the romantic in me
hopes they have things set up to receive it sooner"?  Seems to me that if
you are going to try faster-than-light communication, it would be up to the
sender, not the receiver.

Why did the "alien" have to take the launch back to the seaQuest?  If it's
nothing but a field which attracts silicon atoms, why can't it just go
through the water?  We saw it enter the water in Darwin's tube just fine,
why go through all the trouble of taking a launch?  And even assuming that
this "silicon magnetics" worked, I don't see how it could be used to make
something as complex as the "alien", complete with (apparently) some kind
of video/sensor link back to the computer that controls it - it could tell
where people were, for instance.

And why did the "alien" slip through the walls of the seaQuest but was able
to (apparently) maneuver the launch, and also hold onto the crystal columns
we see when the party first enters the alien ship.  Seems like it should
pass right through those as well.  Maybe the program controlling the fields
is powerful enough to make the field conform exactly to the things it
should be "touching", but it seems a little fishy to me.

How did Darwin know words like "declension" and "ecliptic"?  He says they
are people words, not dolphin words - so how can the computer translate
them?  If they have no meaning to dolphins, I don't see how the computer
can know what the signals translate into.  Moreover, if they have no
meaning to dolphins, how did the aliens encode the words into "Dolphin" in
the first place?  Unless we are supposed to believe that there is a
straight one-to-one mapping between English sounds and Dolphin sounds...
something I would not accept.  (And if there was, Lucas' project isn't so
impressive any more.)

I agree the plot and character interaction was much better this week than
last week (though that would not take much).  I just wish they would stop
playing fast and loose with scientific and technical concepts.

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
+1 313 995 4042
chrisl@ncms.org
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Date: 3 May 94 17:37:29 GMT
From: gbilney@library.unt.edu (Gene Bilney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star trek

What is with Alexander going back in time? It seems that everyone on the
episode this season has had some time travel.I did not see the whole story
so I don't know the big question. Anyone help?

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 00:29:01 GMT
From: warhawk@merle.acns.nwu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TNG manufactured endings

   Is it just me, or have the endings for the Next Generation lately seemed
forced? The cast and crew spend 45 minutes building up a great story, and
then let it all fall apart in the last 15 minutes by having Picard wear a
mask and talk a possessed Data out of destroying the ship, or having a
character revealed not to be Picard's son; or having another character
revealed to be Worf's son from the future.
   The thing that really annoys me about this is that all throughout these
episodes there is _very little_ to no hints as to the eventual outcome.
   While I'm ranting and raving about the decline of this show, it also
seems that TNG (and DS9) are using too many episodes to set up Voyager.
I'd rather they'd concentrate on developing their on stories, rather than
worry about advertising for the new series.
   At first, I was sad that TNG was going off the air.  Now, I say put it
out of its misery.  DS9 and B-5 are much more interesting.
   Bring on the last episode!!!!!

Jason Coffee
Warhawk@merle.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 18:19:26 GMT
From: egross@mailer.fsu.edu (Eric Gross)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TNG manufactured endings

>Is it just me, or have the endings for the Next Generation lately seemed
>forced?

No! It's not just you!  For the past two years I've thought ST-NG was
getting long on development and short and artificial on resolution.

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 18:35:00 GMT
From: RFERRETT@macc.wisc.edu (Rob Ferrett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek

I must agree with those who have come forward to defend DS9.  IMHO, the "it
doesn't go anywhere" argument works toward the benefit of the show as it
relates to the previous, though worthy, efforts.  It allows for the more
complete development of a setting (the station, Bajor, etc.), which in turn
allows for far more interesting occasional characters (the religious folks
on Bajor, Gul Dukat, Garak, and the like).  Moreover, the developed setting
makes the plots more interesting and relevant; in the previous shows, it is
difficult to develop an interest in a culture, society, political conflict,
or what have you in a mere 45 minutes.  When something goes down with the
Cardassians, or arch-conservative Bajorans, or whoever, it has a wider
significance than analagous events in TNG.

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 13:27:32 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek

I'll also like to put in my two cents for DS9.  The episodes have varied
from FABULOUS to sort of dumb, but this show takes on all sorts of
political and moral issues that I find fascinating.  The mixture of
agendas, personalities and cultures makes for some gripping dramatic
tension.  This past 2-parter with Gul Dukat is a very good example of the
kind of writing I'm talking about.

I am also thrilled to see a female character like Kira, who is a tough
woman, but because she has to be.  And yet there is a soft side to her
too... but she won't let just anyone in.

My one complaint about DS9 is I wish Avery Brooks would tone down his
From-the-William-Shatner-School style of acting.  Those heavy Shatner-ish
pauses have me giggling at times, they're so reminiscent of Captain Kirk.

Paula

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 23:07:05 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: It's official: LOIS & CLARK renewed

For those who have been waiting for official word from ABC-TV on the
renewal of LOIS & CLARK, it seems to be here; the ABC schedule for next
season, announced in the May 9 USA TODAY, includes L & C in its current
Sunday 8 p.m. slot.  (So apparently it will continue competing with
seaQuest DSV, unless NBC moves that show.)

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 00:48:44 GMT
From: dkn@cimar.me.ufl.edu (Dave Novick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sci-Fi Channel Upcomming Movies...

Here's a list the the May/June movies that will be shown on the SCI-FI
channel.  This list was obtained from the official Magazine of the SCI-FI
Channel - "SCI-FI Entertainment"

May

Sunday 5/1
9am		Corridors of Blood, 1958, Horror
11am		The Haunted Stranger, 1958, Suspense
1pm		The Invisible Ray, 1936, Horror
3pm		Targets, 1968, Suspense
5pm		Frankenstein, 1931, Classic

Saturday 5/7
12pm		Godzilla on Monster Island, Creature Feature
2pm		Godzilla vs. Megalon, Creature Feature
4pm		Godzilla vs. the Cosmic Monster, Creature Feature
8pm		Alien Nation, 1988, Science Fiction
12am		Alien Nation, 1988, Science Fiction
3am		Legend of the Dinosaurs, 1983, Creature Feature

Sunday 5/8
3pm		Child of Darkness, Child of Light, 1991, Occult
5pm		Omen III: The Final Confilct, 1981, Occult

Saturday 5/14
12pm		Fugitive Alien, 1986, Science Fiction
2pm		Star Force, 1986, Science Fiction
4pm		Plague, 1978, Science Fiction
7pm		Dune, 1984, Science Fiction
11pm		Dune, 1984, Science Fiction
3am		Plague, 1978, Science Fiction

Sunday 5/15
3pm		Dune, 1984, Science Fiction
5pm		Title TBA

Saturday 5/21
12pm		The Other, 1972, Horror
2pm		World of Dracula, 1979, Horror
4pm		This Island Earth, 1954, Science Fiction
8pm		Syngenor, 1990, Horror
12am		Syngenor, 1990, Horror
3am		World of Dracula, 1979, Horror

Sunday 5/22
3pm		The Dark Secret of Harvest Home PTS 1&2, 1978, Horror

Monday 5/23
9pm		Dominion: Tank Police Part I, Japanese Animated
1am		Dominion: Tank Police Part I, Japanese Animated

Tuesday 5/24
9pm		Dominion: Tank Police Part II, Japanese Animated
1am		Dominion: Tank Police Part II, Japanese Animated

Wednesday 5/25
9pm		Odin: Photon Space Sailor Starlight, Japanese Animated
1am		Odin: Photon Space Sailor Starlight, Japanese Animated

Thursday 5/26
9pm		Project A-KO, Japanese Animated
1am		Project A-KO, Japanese Animated

Friday 5/27
9pm		The Venus Wars, Japanese Animated
1am		The Venus Wars, Japanese Animated

Saturday 5/28
12pm		Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy-PTS 1&2, 1982, Science Fiction
1:30pm		Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy-PTS 3&4, 1982, Science Fiction
3pm		Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy-PTS 5&6, 1982, Science Fiction
4:30pm		Killdozer, 1974, Science Fiction
8pm		Omen III: The Final Conflict, 1981, Occult
12am		Omen III: The Final Conflict, 1981, Occult
3am		Killdozer, 1974, Science Fiction

Sunday 5/29
3pm		The Car, 1977, Horror
5pm		Transformations, Science Fiction

Monday 5/30
9am		Odin: Photon Space Sailor Starlight, Japanese Animated
11am		Project A-KO, Japanese Animated
1pm		The Venus Wars, Japanese Animated
3pm		Dominion: Tank Police Part I, Japanese Animated
5pm		Dominion: Tank Police Part II, Japanese Animated
7pm		Project A-KO, Japanese Animated
9pm		The Venus Wars, Japanese Animated
11pm		Dominion: Tank Police Part I, Japanese Animated
1am		Dominion: Tank Police Part II, Japanese Animated


June

Saturday 6/4
2pm		Phantom Planet, 1961, Science Fiction
4pm		Invasion of the Saucermen, 1957, Science Fiction
8pm		Barbarella, 1968, Science Fiction
3am		Mark of the Devil, 1984, Supernatural

Sunday 6/5
1pm		Creature from the Black Lagoon, 1954, Creature Feature
3pm		Revenge of the Creature, 1955, Creature Feature
5pm		The Incredible Shrinking Man, 1957, Science Fiction

Saturday 6/11
2pm		Destination Inner Space, 1966, Creature Feature
4pm		Jaws II, 1982, Suspense
8pm		Close Encounters of the Third Kind (Theat. Ver), 1977, Science Fiction
3:30am		In Possession, 1984, Supernatural

Sunday 6/12
3pm		Close Encounters of the Third Kind (Directors Cut), 1977, Science Fic.

Saturday 6/18
2pm		And the Wall Came Tunbling Down, 1984, Supernatural
3:30pm		Look What's Happened to Rosemary's Baby, 1976, Occult
8pm		Deathwatch, 1982, Science Fiction
12am		Deathwatch, 1982, Science Fiction
3am		And the Wall Came Tunbling Down, 1984, Supernatural

Sunday 6/19
3pm		Death Watch, 1980, Science Fiction
5:30pm		Conan the Barbarian, 1982, Fantasy

Monday 6/20
9pm		The Day the World Ended, 1956, Science Fiction
1am		The Day the World Ended, 1956, Science Fiction

Tuesday 6/21
9pm		The Undead, 1956, Occult
1am		The Undead, 1956, Occult

Wednesday 6/22
9pm		Teenage Caveman, 1958, Fantasy
1am		Teenage Caveman, 1958, Fantasy

Thurdsay 6/23
9pm		Saga of the Viking Women..., 1957, Fantasy
1am		Saga of the Viking Women..., 1957, Fantasy

Friday 6/24
9pm		It Conquered the World, 1956, Science Fiction
1am		It Conquered the World, 1956, Science Fiction

Saturday 6/25
2pm		The Devils Daughter, 1972, Occult
3:30pm		The Possesion of Joel Delaney, 1972, Supernatural
8pm		Subspecies, 1991, Horror
12am		Subspecies, 1991, Horror
3am		Child's Play, 1984, Supernatural

Sunday 6/26
3pm		Running Against Time, 1990, Science Fiction
5pm		Subspecies, 1991, Horror


David Novick
300 MEB, CIMAR
Univ of Florida
Gainesville, Fl 32611
dkn@cimar.me.ufl.edu
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Date: 30 Apr 94 03:32:43 GMT
From: cch4402@exodus.valpo.edu (Chris Hedges)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" is insulting.

straczynski@genie.geis.com writes:
> You don't like that.  You were insulted.  That's not my problem.  I'm not
> here to reinforce your personal view of the universe.  I'm here to tell
> stories.  To provoke discussion.  Even start a few bar fights, if
> possible.  Because a good story *should* make you think.  And maybe make
> you question *why* you think what you think.

Bravo, JMS!  We need to have more challenging thoughts and ideas
circulating throughout our country today.  All too often, it seems as if
everything from education to entertainment has to be sanitized to protect
the few who are insulted by everything.

The solution is not to make everything "warm and fuzzy" with an "everything
in the world is great" ending, but to create more challenging programs that
dare to take risks.  If you want an easy solution, avoidance of conflict,
and a complete wrap-up in one-hour, watch the Brady Bunch.  You have a
choice, exercise it instead of complaining.

I'm glad there are people who are willing to ruffle some feathers in an
effort to provoke thought while creating quality entertainment.  Keep up
the good work JMS!

Christopher Hedges
Valparaiso Univ. Law Sch.
CCH4402@exodus.valpo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 05:00:16 GMT
From: bobh@summit.novell.com (Hines R.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ATTN: JMS -- A suggestion on alien prosthetics

JMS - I've got an observation and a suggestion regarding the
otherwise marvelous alien prosthetics you've been using on the
show.

I've noticed that while head and general body shapes are wonderfully
"alien" on your humanoid aliens, their teeth are visibly "Earth Human
Standard" - well, except for the slightly lengthened Centauri incisor.
And those aliens so covered up you can't see any of their actors' human
features.  (Wonder what Kosh's teeth would look like, assuming he has
any...or whether he has the need for physical nourishment at all...  ;-)

My point is that, for example, while G'Kar's head and even chest are very
alien (much better than Trek's too-frequent "let's put a weird forehead on
'em" treatment), G'Kar's teeth are your basic human-type teeth.  (Hardly
the suitable or even necessary dentition to chomp through that roasted
dog's head! )

Delenn's teeth look entirely Earth-human, too.  And so it's been with every
alien I can recall who's had a fully functional (i.e., speaking-role)
mouth.  Personally, I've thought that the Narn should have the teeth of
predators.  And the Minbari?  Perhaps small, round child-like teeth?

For example, I thought the make-up on the Deathwalker was absolutely
marvelous; the combination of prosthetic contouring and those scleral
contact lenses made for a face that actually disturbed me whenever I saw
her.  I think something in my brain was trying to tell me that her face
didn't fit the perceptual model.  But the instant she opened her mouth:
Human teeth.  Wouldn't it have worked better if, say, she'd had incisors
longer than Londo's?  Or a solid row of needle-thin teeth?  Or who says
they have to be white?--how about shiny black?  Reflectively opalescent.
Projections that look like adapted scales.  Endless possibilities, limited
only by imagination and your actors' ability to speak past these things and
not sound like they've got a mouthful of marbles.

So that's my suggestion: Add more dental prosthetics, especially for those
humanoid aliens who didn't "evolve from egg-sucking mammaloids" as our
'Believers' friend commented this past week.

RMH

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 10:03:29 GMT
From: kwebb@unm.edu (Kyle L. Webb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers" is insulting.

straczynski@genie.geis.com writes:
>You don't like that.  You were insulted.  That's not my problem.
>I'm not here to reinforce your personal view of the universe.  I'm here
>to tell stories.  To provoke discussion.  Even start a few bar fights, if
>possible.  Because a good story *should* make you think.  And maybe
>make you question *why* you think what you think.

Hmmmm, I think I may be changing my way of looking at this episode.  I
personally didn't find it to be of the caliber of some of the others.  I
was able to predict the outcome within a few minutes of the start of the
show (including the child's death at his parents hands, and no I didn't
read any spoilers).

I think that's just my personal taste though.  After reading the storm of
(often vitrolic) discussion and emotion, I think that in one way, it may
have been the most successful episode so far. If the object was to bring
long held dogmas (of all sides) to the surface to have them looked at and
argued about, then it succeeded briliantly.

Kyle L. Webb
Dept. of Physics + Astronomy
University of New Mexico
kwebb@carina.unm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 10:03:36 GMT
From: demeter@eskimo.com (Tony Anderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Has anybody checked Cmndr. Sinclair's pulse?

I watch this show only because I can't stand "Star Trek's" Happyville
plot-lines all the time. They are all cookie-cutter plots that we know will
be resolved in 45 minutes!!
 "Babylon 5" on the other hand has an intresting assortment of characters
and small sub-plots. The cast is pretty effective....except!!  Yes, except
for Commander Sinclair!! I've seen road-kill with more expression! Does
anybody connected with the show have the courage to tell this guy that he
couldn't act his way out of a paper bag?
 Even worse, we have to continue believing that this guy is leading man
material! I actually have no other real qualms about the show except this.
He was dull in the original movie and contagiously dull in the series.
 One thought from the original film: If he used frictionless sheets when he
slept with his girlfriend, how did they manage to stay up covering her
breasts? Frictionless sheets! BAH! Nice F/X though. Any Sinclair fans? If
so, find a new idol, I'm afraid I've smashed this one!

demeter@eskimo.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 15:35:31 GMT
From: neilsen@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Eric H Neilsen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Believers, Soul Hunter (SPOILERS?)

First of all, I want to congratulate JMS on a truly spectacularly good
show, particularly the most recent two.

Is it just me, or does anyone else see a connection between Believers and
Soul Hunter? In each case, the fundamental issue discussed was when the
soul leaves the body. (In Soul Hunter, this was a peripheral issue - most
of the major parties agreed - the disagreement centered around what should
happen to it afterward. It was just the humans that didn't buy the basis
for disagreement.)

I do think the issue was handled much better in Believers than in Soul
Hunter.  Why? In Soul Hunter, there actually seemed to be visual (special
effects) evidence for the claims involved. Though one could quibble with
the interpretation, this evidence can be examined critically, theories can
be made, tested, etc., and therefore the whole issue no longer falls under
religion but science, where it is much harder to maintain a relativistic
point of view. (Note: I'm only claiming the debate between the humans and
the Soul Hunter can be solved this way. The debate between the Minbari and
the Soul Hunter - what should happen to the soul, assuming it exists, is an
entirely different (and genuinly religious) matter.) It's as if, when Dr.
Franklin cut open the child, he actually saw something leave.  He could
argue that that thing was not what he considered a soul, but in this case
it becomes more a translation problem between the aliens' language and his
than anything else. Clearly, it would be the thing the aliens considered
valuable about themselves.

One wonders what the aliens in Believers would have thought of the Soul
Hunter.

One other thing posters seem to be missing: it is possible to be tolerant
without being relativist. (Indeed, I have a hard time believeing it is
possible to really believe something and be relativist.) For example, I
believe, absolutely and truly, that God, at least as the word is understood
by most Judeo-Christian religions, does not exist. I do not feel, however,
that I have any right to interfere with these people's beliefs, provided
they do not try and force them (or their ethical consequences) on those who
do not share them. (For me, the only belief that really mattered on
Believers was that of the child. If he would rather die than have the
surgery, that's his business. If he feels he ought to die afterwards,
that's his business as well.)

E. Hildaur Neilsen, Jr.
neilsen@eta.pha.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 17:25:29 GMT
From: alvaro@gaius.rice.edu (Alvaro Agustin Fernandez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Believers, Morality, etc.

I just wanted to congratulate JMS on a really fine episode. While I think
that the parents relenting at the end was possible (after all, _we_ don't
know that much about the ultimate flexibility of their beliefs) I'm glad it
was taken to its logical conclusion. TV wimps out too much.

The scene when the parents are trying to comfort the kid are
heart-wrenching (sniff). Fine actors.

I think if I were Sinclair, I would've fired the doctor on the spot.  Then
again, they do seem to be friends, and this is a difficult decision. I
wonder if Earth will ask for Doc's head on a platter later.

Philosophical musings:

Believing in an absolute moral standard isn't necessarily at odds with the
episode, but it does create a tension. I would say that what the parents
did was wrong, in the sense that (in my view) God does not want people to
die for lack of surgery, precisely because he is not above using someone
like a surgeon to heal. Once you accept God can work through people, the
rest follows. Once you accept that God has one general will for people, the
rest follows as well, i.e.  he does not want humans to get appendectomies
but the whatsits in the episode to die from appendicitis (or whatever).

Now then, I still agree with Sinclair's decision. Not because we can't tell
what's wrong and what's right, but rather because we will cause _more_ evil
by trying to wholesale force our view down somebody else's throat. Dr.
Franklin wasn't able to help anybody in the end. All he could hope for was
a real miracle, and one wasn't forthcoming.

Practical considerations aside, however, I do believe we have a
responsibility to the truth. And the truth can't be found if we completely
lay off each other's beliefs. There has to be some clashes, and I'm glad to
see them.

Though I believe God was/is truly saddened by the consequences of what the
parent's believe, and hopefully trying to influence these people into
changing them, he doesn't condemn them for following what they truly
believed what right.

A little Catholic thought thrown in at the end for free. :)

For being an atheist, JMS, you show a remarkable sensitivity to religious
preferences. It's high time these kinds of things be shown on TV.

Alvaro

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 17:38:46 GMT
From: dzhines@kimbark.uchicago.edu (David Hines)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

JMS writes:
>We showed *both* sides of that argument.  We showed that on one level,
>Franklin was wrong.  He should NOT have forced the issue.  The only one
>who really made the right decision, on one level, was Sinclair; don't
>interfere.  But the reality is that there WAS no good decision, no truly
>right decision.  It was a show about greys, not blacks and whites.
[more Dean-flaming snipped]

Something I like very much. Both sides in the episodes had their points.
In a real-life situation, I'd side with Franklin - being a skeptic and
atheist myself, I only have faith in what I see. But even if you believe
that Franklin is right, you have to see that there is no perfect decision.
No matter what the outcome of "Believers," somebody is going to get hurt.
If, for example, Franklin had managed to convince the parents to let the
operation take place, they and their son would have been forced to
disregard the most important beliefs they held. If, however, Franklin
didn't intervene, he would have gone against that which was most important
to him - his belief in the value of saving a patient's life.

Franklin and the Children of the Egg are in "deep play." The term was
coined by Jeremy Bentham; he used it to describe a situation in which the
benefits of winning are minimal (if extant at all), and the penalties of
losing are severe. No matter who comes out of the power struggle on top,
everybody loses.

If Franklin doesn't operate, he violates his beliefs and the parents lose
   their child.
If Franklin *does* operate, he puts his career in jeopardy, the parents and
   their child have *their* beliefs violated. In the episode, the outcome
   was even worse: the parents lost their child, Franklin nearly got his
   ass thrown off the station (and I don't think Sinclair will be looking
   kindly on him in future), and Franklin saw his beliefs treated as if
   they were shit.

Franklin has based his entire career on preserving the life of the patient.
When the parents killed their child, Franklin saw that they had little
regard for what he values so highly - the powers of modern medicine. To
them, something was more important than their son's life.

Franklin was hurt and horrified by that. I would have been too, had I been
in Franklin's place.

David Hines
dzhines@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 20:26:55 GMT
From: eglover@pinyon.libre.com (Eugene Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: B5: Wow, what an episode!

Kyle Haight (khaight@netcom.com) wrote:
>I disagree.  The ending I predicted was that the kid would get the
>surgery, either because the parents would "come around," or through force,
>and that the parents would accept that in the end because they "love their
>child."  Needless to say, that was _not_ what happened.  The episode
>treated the issue of conflicting belief systems with much more integrity
>that I have come to expect from TV.

Yes, those are the results one would expect _in a conventional
environment_, therefore, Marcus Welby performs surgery against the parents'
wishes, but when they discover that their child is fine, ok-dokey, they
forgive him for trampling their religious beliefs.

The other ending is possible, but it violates our laws (both legal and
cultural.)  Therefore, it won't happen on Marcus Welby, but...  and this is
my point... the other ending (child killed by parents) is a possibility,
but one we instantly dismiss when dealing with Marcus Welby, because the
premise of it happening under the auspices of the Marcus Welby TV show
would not be able to suspend our disbelief for even one nanosecond.

Therefore it is the "easy out" for the writer to use the obvious ending,
that we can't use under a conventional setting.  Make the story one of
those "far-out, wacky space-head shows" and we can do the other OBVIOUS
plot.

I found myself rooting for the THIRD potential ending, and that is that the
soul really was lost when surgery was performed.

Take for example the three possible endings and their implications:

   Doctor does surgery, parents forgive him:
   Implication: Doctor is right, parents discover they are wrong.

   Doctor does surgery, parents don't forgive him:
   Implication: Doctor is right, parents are wrong, and stay wrong.

   Doctor does surgery, child's "soul" is lost:
   Implication: Doctor is WRONG, parents were right.

Ending three is the real twist, the real story outcome that makes you go
"hmmm" It is ingrained in us all along that the doctor will be right and
that the soul is a vaporous concept.  (Religious upbringing aside) The
parents must therefore be the crackpot fanatics.

Furthermore, since, although not fully defined, Babylon 5 has made some
indication that the soul exists as a tangible (and huntable) thing, I'm
surprised this ground wasn't explored more.

I think the third ending would have produced a much more "alien" feel to
the story.

Now, before anyone jumps on my third ending, let me state this: I'm sure
that there are even better alternative endings that I have not considered,
that's why I'm not a writer.  I am also sure that there are people who like
ending two better than ending three, and believe it or not, some people
will like ending one better than two or three...  I'm just explaining why I
didn't like the conclusion of the story, I felt it broke no new ground.
From a show that touts itself as "nothing like anything you've seen before"
I'd like that to be true just once.

Not a flame, just disappointment.

------------------------------
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Date: 30 Apr 94 15:07:18 GMT
From: dbarber@crash.cts.com (David C. Barber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: I still don't see how Londo conquered the Narns

I've been watching long enough (hopefully) to get some grounding in the
situation represented on B5.  What still doesn't feel right (because it
hasn't been explained, or I've just missed it) is how Londo and company
ever conquered G'Kar and the Narns?  While I realize that this conquering
didn't last all that long in any galactic time scale, it is hard to see it
happening at all.

Will more information be given on many of the historical events (I remember
you saying that B4 would be explained this season) that are referred to as
"in the past"?  And if you are going to do so - when?

Thanks!

David Barber
dbarber@crash.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 20:31:30 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Survivors

No spoilers again, but again, wow.  Are we going to be able to survive five
years of this?  I predict that by this rate, before the first year is out I
will spend over 84% of my time thinking about Babylon 5.  And then there's
the geometric expansion of shows.  Every show makes me want to watch all
the shows from the beginning again, and that gets longer each time.  And
the connections between each episode and all the previous ones also expands
geometrically.

OK, one minor spoiler:

Ivanova got the best yet of her patented Ice Queen lines.  "You are going
to resist, I trust?"  When are we going to get an Ivanova episode?

Frank Perricone
perricone@wsyd.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Apr 94 22:46:41 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dental prosthetics

   Dental prosthetics are great.  Problem: 1) you have to have the actor
come in 'way early to make the mold so it'll fit, and 2) nine times out of
ten if the teeth are non-standard human shape, you'll get lisping and
improperly formed words, which messes up the performance.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 01:51:20 GMT
From: dzhines@kimbark.uchicago.edu (David Hines)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dental prosthetics

According to Michael Westmore, who does the Trek makeups, actors who play
parts that require prosthetic teeth get the teeth a few days in advance, so
they can practice speaking. There's a limit, though: all Ferengi will
always lisp slightly and Klingons sound just a bit distorted.

Tom Savini, make-up effects artist for horror movies (including the
original Friday the 13th), wrote an excellent book on his craft about ten
years ago; I'm blanking on the title. Anyway, he mentions prosthetic teeth
at one point. According to Savini, there's a balance between strength and
clarity: if you want an actor to be able to eat an apple with his vampire
fangs, he'll be harder to understand when he's speaking with the teeth. If,
however, you have a smaller appliance, the actor won't have very strong
fangs, but he'll be more understandable.

David Hines
dzhines@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 02:46:31 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Believers"

   Through a miscommunication, Warners thought TKO was in the slot in which
we'd placed Quality, so that went out to TV Guide, and it's now too late to
change the order back.  Doesn't matter; neither are really arc-stories,
though it was hoped to hold back some of Susan's development in TKO just a
tad longer.

JMS

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 20:26:20 GMT
From: sherman@sol1.lrsm.upenn.edu (Bill Sherman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Believers

SPOILERS for Believers

   The whole bit with Ivanova escorting the Asimov seemed peculiar: why did
they only send 2 Starfuries to escort a large and valuable ship through
raider territory when raiders tend to attack in large groups (according to
Ivanova - "a dozen")?  Anyway, it seems to me that by this point it is safe
to assume that Ivanova has some psychic (or other secret) powers up her
sleeve - she is in a tight spot by herself, so she blasts the enemies
(perhaps allowing them to get in one decent, but not decisive shot), and
then tries not to talk about it too much...  The only other explanations I
can think of are that she has connections with the raiders (is that why she
was so eager to escort the Asimov?), or else she was saved by a good deal
of luck (based on her own statement that a dozen raiders would be expected
to kill them all...).
   On a different note, I thought that Delenn had a really significant line
in this episode: on matters of the soul, the Minbari are FORBIDDEN to
interfere.  Forbidden by themselves?  Are the Soul Hunters the only ones
who have interefered with Minbari souls?  Anyway, it seems possible that
the Minbari pulled out of the war because, for some reason, they realized
they were interfering in a matter of the soul (though I don't know how this
could be as yet).
   By the way, I loved Kosh's line - for once we understood what he was
saying and got to laugh at the confused mortals he was talking to.  I have
a feeling that if we knew more, then all of Kosh's statements would be
similarly sensible.
   As for the main plotline - I thought the family wasn't done too well.
The father was an idiot for not realizing what the Dr. was doing with the
industrial goo (even the kid figured it out! sort of).  Then there was the
really great line Franklin fed them: "your son is going to die within the
hour, you'd better leave him alone so he can rest."  And the morons
believed him, and left the Dr. free to operate!  Of course, their stupidity
was matched by Franklin's when he wasn't suspicious about their sudden
change of heart (I can't believe he needed to read the report to realize
what they were doing - their language, the white shroud they put on their
son, and their obvious refusal to violate their beliefs made it really
obvious to me, at least, what they had in mind).  Fortunately, most of
these flaws were rather peripheral to the main development.

Bill Sherman

------------------------------

Date: 1 May 94 21:41:32 GMT
From: syum@corsa.ucr.edu (Sunny Yum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alien Aliens

Well... I remember reading somewhere that Babylon 5 would have *real* alien
aliens, and I was enthusiastic about this possibility, but so far, the only
alien alien that has appeared (although repeatedly) is Ambassador Kosh of
the Vorlons.  IMHO, all other alien characters so far have been far too
"human" in the sense that their social and behavioral patterns as well as
appearance and emotion are really not all to distant from the human
extremes (although one could always point out _specific_ traits which are
definitely _not_ human).

Anyway, my hope is that B5 will not fall into the trap that the "other"
show(s) have.  The problems is that when all you are exposed to are "human"
aliens exclusively, it becomes an odd and more unbelievable act to meet
"true" alien aliens which think, act, and look *nothing* like any human or
"human" alien.  Please don't do this to us!

One example might be the use of aliens in the other show vs. those used in
the Star Wars universe (just an example!).  It would be rather, imho,
unbelievable to have some of the aliens (or alien characters even!) from
Star Wars appear in the other show because such characters and aliens are
not expected (I mean, after XXX seasons, you get used to the fact that
there are never going to be any alien aliens or characters that act a
certain way!).  This is _extremely_ bad for the show because what has
happened, imho, is that the show has become predictable.  I sincerely hope
Babylon 5 does not fall into this trap!

Sunny D. Yum
syum@cs.ucr.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 00:57:00 GMT
From: sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Believers

sherman@sol1.lrsm.upenn.edu (Bill Sherman) writes...
>SPOILERS for Believers

>The whole bit with Ivanova escorting the Asimov seemed peculiar: why did
>they only send 2 Starfuries to escort a large and valuable ship through
>raider territory when raiders tend to attack in large groups (according to
>Ivanova - "a dozen")?

   It could be that only two were deemed necessary.  Starfuries could be so
advanced, and Earth Force training so effective, that one Starfury may
equal as many as six to ten common raider fighters on average.  Also
consider that the Asimov _could_ have had some armament of its own.  It may
have found Starfury support helpful, but could have significantly aided in
its own defense.

>[...]she has connections with the raiders (is that why she was so
>eager to escort the Asimov?),

   Even though JMS suggested that the former second in command (Takashima)
was in on the plot to get rid of Sinclair (thus supporting theories like
this), I don't think we should consider a Ivanova-raider connection yet.  I
really don't think we have enough evidence.  Let's keep it in mind though.

>   As for the main plotline - I thought the family wasn't done too well.
>The father was an idiot for not realizing what the Dr. was doing with the
>industrial goo (even the kid figured it out! sort of).

   Come on!  Not everyone keeps up on the latest industrial practices.
Maybe the kid's educational system is a good one, despite the censorship of
"false belief systems".  :)

>Then there was the really great line Franklin fed them: "your son is going
>to die within the hour, you'd better leave him alone so he can rest."  And
>the morons believed him, and left the Dr. free to operate!

   They thought the legal matter was resolved!  It seemed reasonable.
Perhaps in their culture disobedience to authority is almost non-existent.
(Of course, it was also necessary to advance the plot.)

>Of course, their stupidity was matched by Franklin's when he wasn't
>suspicious about their sudden change of heart (I can't believe he needed
>to read the report to realize what they were doing - their language, the
>white shroud they put on their son, and their obvious refusal to violate
>their beliefs made it really obvious to me, at least, what they had in
>mind).

   He wanted so much to change their minds that he _wanted_ to believe that
everything was okay.  And also remember, you have the advantage over
Franklin in that YOU KNOW you are watching a television show, while
Franklin _represents_ a real person in a real situation.  Would a real
person have reasonably acted like Franklin did?  I think the answer is yes.

Mark Andrew Sulkowski
Laissez Faire Books
942 Howard Street
San Francisco, CA 94103

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 08:51:50 GMT
From: cfg@netcom.com (Carlos Francisco Gomez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: I still don't see how Londo conquered the Narens

dbarber@crash.cts.com (David C. Barber) writes:
>I've been watching long enough (hopefully) to get some grounding in the
>situation represented on B5.  What still doesn't feel right (because it
>hasn't been explained, or I've just missed it) is how Londo and company
>ever conquered G'Kar and the Narans?  While I realize that

The Narn successfully rebelled against the Centauri 100 years ago (2157?).
The Centauri have been going downhill for quite a long time.  I believe

From the file "b5_jms_answers.txt" at ftp.hyperion.com :

   I'll have to be a little circumspect here (damn it, you're
   doing it again....).  The Narn Regime is not currently at war
   with the Centauri Republic, which occupied the Narn homeworld
   for nearly a century before finally being driven off by the
   Narn resistance.  Their resources depleted they are not
   currently in a position to make war on anyone; being naturally
   rather paranoid, and having just been more or less enslaved,
   they have a dread of other races getting together and possibly
   harming them, as well as a hunger for the technology that
   might protect them down the road (as Russia feared invasion
   its Eastern Front after WW2).

Also, from what I have gathered, the Centauri invasion was "a last
imperial" gasp by a declining power.  Much of the Narn weapons capability
comes from previously Centauri military factories left on Narn.  From the
previous quote you could say that the Narn are less interested in war than
playing off the different powers against each other.  Don't be surprised if
G'Kar and Londo end up on the same side of the fence one of these days
(IMHO).

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 13:21:17 GMT
From: esl1@crux2.cit.cornell.edu (Eric S. Lambert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS:  Legal system on B5/in Earth Alliance?

Will we see anything of the legal system that has developed in
the Earth Alliance or on Babylon 5 by their century?

Eric Lambert
Cornell Law School
esl1@crux2.cit.cornell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 13:25:17 GMT
From: agarrett@phys.ufl.edu (Andrew Garrett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sinclair's Operation [Believers]

  Did any one else pay much attention to the scene where Sinclair was
speaking to the child (name forgotten)?  First off, I thought it was a well
done scene, especially when the child tells Sinclair the egg is really just
industrial goo.  However, one part that drew my attention was when Sinclair
referred to a major operation he once had, but he's fine now (paraphrased).

  This could be an entirely innocent comment, people do have operations
after all, and it's not hard to believe that a pilot would be injured in
the normal course of his duties, and need an operation, or maybe even
something that wasn't job related.  But, there was something about the
emphasis on the line, plus the paranoia that seems to surround trying to
outguess JMS, that leads me to believe that operation may in some way be
significant.

  So, does anyone know specifically what operation Sinclair was referring
to?  Was he badly wounded after the Battle of the Line?  Maybe, did the
Minbari perform some operation on him while they held him, that he's only
now remembering (I don't believe this is the right option)?  Or, was it
simply an innocent remark (in B5, are they even allowed?)

Drew Garrett

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 15:38:01 GMT
From: mears@cup.hp.com (David Mears)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Believers

Mark Sulkowski (sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu) wrote:
>Even though JMS suggested that the former second in command (Takashima)
>was in on the plot to get rid of Sinclair (thus supporting theories like
>this), I don't think we should consider a Ivanova-raider connection yet.
>I really don't think we have enough evidence.  Let's keep it in mind
>though.

Which raises an interesting question.  Has JMS changed his original idea
for the five-year arc in any way since he first created it?  Is he likely
to make any changes in it now?

I presume it was not JMS' original intention to cast certain actors in the
role of certain characters for the pilot movie with the expectation that he
would replace several of them for the series.  I presume that changes made
from the pilot to the series are the result of feedback from others and the
chance to look at the pilot himself from a distance to see what didn't work
out well.

If he didn't have the original intent to replace the second-in-command,
doctor and telepath from the movie, then the references to them being gone
in later episodes (Sinclair's comments to the fact that the only two people
who `saw' Kosh in one way or another were sent back to Earth) couldn't have
been part of the original arc plan, right?  Yet they seem to be part of the
arc now.  It seems to me there must be a certain fluidity to the Great
Plan.

If it was his original intention that Takashima play an integral part in
the plan as an eventual enemy to Sinclair, does that mean that her
replacememnt character, Ivanova, must do so as well?  Or does JMS simply
make an adjustment in the The Plan and do something different?  Unless he
himself states unequivocally one way or the other, we'll probably never
know, even after the whole story has been revealed.

David B. Mears
Hewlett-Packard
Cupertino CA
mears@cup.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 16:23:07 GMT
From: danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: Legal system on B5/in Earth Alliance?

esl1@crux2.cit.cornell.edu (Eric S. Lambert) writes:
>Will we see anything of the legal system that has developed in the Earth
>Alliance or on Babylon 5 by their century?

I can field this.  Yes.  I forget which episode JMS mentioned (Mercy?)  but
there will be lots of things dealing with legality as it relates to the
Psi-Corps.  There has been lots and lots of discussion here on Usenet (a
few months ago, mostly) relating to legal aspects...you can look in the
Hyperion archives for JMS's words on the subject.  Pretty interesting
stuff.

Dan Wood
danwood@netcom.com

------------------------------
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Date: 2 May 94 17:58:28 GMT
From: timpsons@iia.org (STEVE TIMPSON)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Demon with the Glass Hand

I have been told that an upcoming episode will be titled "Demon with the
Glass hand" which is the same title as an episode of "Outer Limits" and
that there is a connection and that Robert Culp will reprise his role from
the "Outer Limits" episode as the demon.

Can anybody out there verify or deny this?

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 18:35:04 GMT
From: clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ivanova & Takashima (was Re: Believers)

mears@cup.hp.com (David Mears) writes:
> If it was his original intention that Takashima play an integral part in
> the plan as an eventual enemy to Sinclair, does that mean that her
> replacememnt character, Ivanova, must do so as well?  Or does JMS simply
> make an adjustment in the The Plan and do something different?  Unless he
> himself states unequivocally one way or the other, we'll probably never
> know, even after the whole story has bee revealed.

This is assuming JMS doesn't bring Takashima back for a single episode to
explore her connection to the plot against Sinclair (which JMS stated that
he would LOVE to do) I would think it was a little of both - a flexible
plan AND a changed plan.

clark@daffy.csee.usf.edu
clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 May 94 23:31:47 GMT
From: mcirvin@husc8.harvard.edu (Matt McIrvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: Appreciative Viewer

I was rather surprised by the episode, really; my previous experience with
Gerrold (well, aside from "Land of the Lost") were the episodes he did for
the old Star Trek series, which were more humor-oriented (and, personally,
I don't much care for his style of humor).  Here he had an extremely
serious topic to work with and produced a totally serious episode that was,
in addition, *very* good.

I also wasn't expecting much given the premise - it seemed destined for
either a maudlin TV-movie-of-the-week treatment, or the kind of non-story
with contrived resolution that shows up on the current Trek shows.  Gerrold
did better.  This was the first episode of an SF series in a long time that
actually had me discussing with other viewers whether a character had made
the right decision, rather than whether something was dramatically
effective.  The parents' behavior was pretty predictable, as was
Franklin's, but Sinclair's ruling had some of the messiness behind it
associated with life.

Also, Michael O'Hare's acting is noticeably better in this one.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 00:38:12 GMT
From: fils@iastate.edu (Douglas R. Fils)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Demon with the Glass Hand

Steve Timpson <timpsons@iia.org> wrote:
>I have been told that an upcoming episode will be titled "Demon with the
>Glass hand" which is the same title as an episode of "Outer Limits" and
>that there is a connection and that Robert Culp will reprise his role from
>the "Outer Limits" episode as the demon.
>
>Can anybody out there verify or deny this?

   There will be an episode in the second season called _Demon on the run_
(I suspect that is a working title and so it is possible it might change).
It indeed ties into the _Demon with a Glass Hand_ episode of Outer Limits
(a great episode) and will be (has been I suspect) written by Harlan
Ellison.

Douglas Fils
Dept. of Physics and Astronomy
Iowa State University (ISU)   
fils@iastate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 04:32:49 GMT
From: revpk@cellar.org (Brian "Rev P-K" Siano)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Demon with the Glass Hand

ds485@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Alan Randolph Holland, Jr.) writes:
> The magazine Cinefantastique reported that Culp would reprise his role as
> the "Demon With the Glass Hand", who goes to B5 after having lived on
> Earth for the past two centuries.  The tie in is with the Outer Limits
> episode written by Harlan Ellison in the 1960's.  (Shakes head in dread)

   Why dread? I'm looking forward to it.

   Just a recap for those of you who may not have seen this episode.
Robert Culp played Trent, an individual who is being hunted by a group of
aliens called the Kyben. We quickly learn that the Kyben have been sent
back in time from a far future, where they have virtually decimated the
Earth, and their capture of Trent is somehow integral to their total
victory.
   Trent, on the other hand, has a "glass hand," namely, a computer shaped
like a human hand, only missing several fingers. The computer aids Trent,
but because it's incomplete, it can't explain the whole story to Trent at
all. Luckily, the Kyben are carrying the missing "fingers" with them, so
there's hope that trent will reassemble the computer.
   The entire episode is a cat-and-mouse chase inside the Bradbury
Building, a famous piece of architecture in Los Angeles. (It's famous for
its water-power elevator, as well as its being the location for the finale
of "Blade Runner.") Trent encounters a young Hispanic woman who came in to
do some work on the weekend, and together, they outwit the Kyben, and
gradually reassemble the glass hand.

   The payoff of the story is, well, shattering. The computer informs Trent
that the human race, knowing that it could not outfight the Kyben, have had
themselves 'coded" onto a strip of metal inside Trent who, as it turns out,
is a virtually immortal android, and whose duty it will be to live on for
centuries, until the Kyben eventually die out. The young Hispanic woman's
horror at learning that Trent is not human indicates that it will be a
lonely, solitary existence.

   Note Bien: Astute readers may notice similarities between this episode
and Ellison's other Outer Limits script "Soldier," about a soldier from a
future war who is teleported back to present-day America. And others will
notice the similarity between these two episodes and James Cameron's first
"Terminator" movie. The similarity is not accidental; Cameron said he'd
wanted to do a kind of Outer Limits story, and Ellison sued for plagiarism.
Ellison won for an undisclosed cash settlement, and the title "Inspired by
the works of Harlan Ellison" to be put on every copy of "Terminator."
 
Brian Siano
revpk@cellar.org
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Date: 3 May 94 14:35:50 GMT
From: mss1@cornell.edu (Michael Scott Shappe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Shappe's B5 Spoiler Review: "Believers"

Believe me, there are SPOILERS ahead

Wow.

Once upon a time, I used to review every TNG episode that came down the
pike; I was one of the first, along with Tim Lynch and Mike Rawdon.

But I've become more discriminating as my free time has dwindled, and
lately, nothing has inspired me to review it in a long time... I have been
content to play editor, of late, rather than author.

Until now.

I've been a B5 fan from very early on; I was skeptical until WishCon II,
when Joe showed us the lock cut of "The Gathering". Even with all of its
flaws, I was immediately hooked.

I knew (or thought I did) that B5 would have some limitations. Being
focused more on action, politics, bigger pictures, I felt that B5 probably
wouldn't do so well with 'human interest' stories. Heck, Star Trek's stated
goal *is* human interest, and even they can't get it right much of the
time. Only a very few of TNG's 100% human interest stories really work
("Half a Life", for example).

So, imagine my surprise when "Believers" aired and ripped my comfortable
notions to ribbons. Although this is the first time I've stated this
previously held opinion publically, I publically apologize for it, to Joe
and his whole crew.

The story behind "Believers" is not a new one. Conflict of culture is one
of the most common stories in science fiction. Conflict of religion is a
story we see every day on the news.

As a result, I believed I would be able to predict the story, beginning to
end. And, to some degree, I *was* able to. I was surprised, I admit, when
Sinclair ruled in favor of the family. I was also surprised that none of
the ambassadors would act, although their reasons, each in turn, made
sense.

Yet, I knew that Franklin was going to perform the surgery anyway. And I
knew that the parents would not react well to it.

Knowing all of this did not in the slightest lessen the impact of this
show.  The pacing, particularly toward the end, was perfect. This is the
sort of story where getting bogged down in some minute detail of the
alien's belief or some other technicality would have been very easy, and
very disasterous.

But for once, in a series where exposition is the rule, Joe et alia managed
to avoid getting snared in it. There was just enough detail to give us a
context, and then it was left up to the imagination. The tension built, and
built. The B-story, with Ivanova, managed to have enough of its own
building tension that cutting away to her was not the distraction I feared
it would be, but a relief; a chance to catch one's breath that was
nevertheless relevant to the bigger story.

And, somehow, at the moment when it looked like the tension should have
already snapped, at the moment when Franklin thinks he's really done good
and all will be well again, the tension DOESN'T let up -- it gets tighter
and tighter, right up until the moment that Franklin bursts into the
parent's quarters...

Of course, much of the credit undoubtedly goes to David Gerrold, the author
of this script, for whom I have a renewed respect. His script brought a new
spark to Sinclair and Franklin - a spark that must now be sustained.
Comapring the Sinclair in "Believers" to the Sinclair in "The Gathering" or
even "And the Sky Full of Stars" is like night and day.  There was real
passion there, real anger, real anguish.  And Franklin was the most
believable medical professional I've seen in a science fiction show in a
long time - arrogant, confident, competent but not perfect.

This is the first episode of Babylon 5 that I did not immediately want to
rewatch, not because it was bad; it should be obvious from my comments
above that I thought it was fantastic. But because I need a break before I
can go back to it. I need to recover.

I don't know how Joe feels about this episode, because I've only been
skimming the newsgroup, but this may be the most powerful episode to date.

Wow.

Michael Shappe
mss1@cornell.edu
Article is Copyright 1994 by the author.
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Date: 3 May 94 16:37:58 GMT
From: urban@cobra.jpl.nasa.gov (Michael P Urban)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Demon with the Glass Hand

Alan Randolph Holland, Jr. <ds485@cleveland.Freenet.Edu> wrote:
>The magazine Cinefantastique reported that Culp would reprise his role as
>the "Demon With the Glass Hand", who goes to B5 after having lived on
>Earth for the past two centuries.  The tie in is with the Outer Limits
>episode written by Harlan Ellison in the 1960's.  (Shakes head in dread)

Dread?

A story about an android from the future who has been watching the people
of Earth since the dawn of their spacefaring days, written by Harlan
Ellison, and guest-starring veteran actor Robert Culp?  It sounds like a
pretty interesting starting point to me.

Shoot, just wondering what the prop and effects people will do with Trent's
`glass hand' these thirty years later has me itching to see this show.

Dread??

Mike Urban
urban@cobra.jpl.nasa.gov
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Date: 3 May 94 18:29:37 GMT
From: d_ellis@ricks.enet.dec.com (David Ellis  03-May-1994 1429)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Anyone knows how many episodes (in total) for this season?

Excluding "The Gathering", there are 22 episodes for this season.  As of
today (May 3), we have seen ten.  There are four more new episodes to be
seen this month, then a long stretch of reruns, and finally the last eight
episodes will air in October and November.

David  J  Ellis
Digital Equipment Corporation
Semiconductor Engineering Group
77 Reed Road
Hudson MA 01749
d_ellis@ricks.enet.dec.com
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Date: 4 May 94 01:49:47 GMT
From: ronh@metronet.com (Ron Hough)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ATTN JMS: Vorlons go home!

JMS, you can drop yet another counter in what is (I'm sure) your
overflowing bucket of kudos on B5...  Finally, SF TV with real people that
get mad, make bad decisions, and sometimes even experience *conflict*...

I've a query regarding the presence of the Vorlons on the station...
Namely, why are they there at all?  They participate in none of the
decisions made by the council (though they *do* act - more on that below).
They have exhibited no interest whatsoever in anyone else, aside from
Kosh's "efficient" viewer and his experiments on Talia.  I get the
impression that the *only* reason they want to be there is to go
human-watching...  And that surely they'd have better ways of doing that.
This, however, is not my primary point.

My real question is this: why do the other races *allow* the Vorlons to
maintain a presence on the station?  Certainly not for diplomatic
relations, since the Vorlons do not appear to maintain any.  On the
contrary, the Vorlons seem to have a penchant for doing exactly what they
*want* to do, regardless of what the other sentients might feel.  In the
pilot, the Vorlons almost attacked the station when Sinclair wasn't handed
over immediately.  In "Deathwalker", the Vorlons destroyed everyone's
chance at immortality simply because *they* didn't feel the rest of the
races were ready for it.  In the same episode, Kosh poked and prodded
around in the mind of a very important member of the B5 staff to statisfy
his own enigmatic purposes.  Any of these three events (and *especially*
the second one) would realistically have provoked a tremendous outcry on
the part of the other members of the Council.

I suppose one might argue that since the Vorlons appear to be the most
technologically advanced species, they can do what they bloody well want
to.  That approach, while it might suffice for their purposes, would
*still* produce a lot of noise among the disgruntled weaker types.  As it
is, all we see are some flippant remarks about the Vorlons' mysterious ways
and life goes on.  How can the rest of the Council casually sit around
playing Galactic Government knowing that anything it decides could fall
prey to the Ultimate Vorlon Veto?  It is in *human* nature, at least, to
scream "FOUL!" even when there is little chance of one's cries being
heeded.

I realize you are not about to tell us anything about what the Vorlons are
up to, but why the total passivity on the part of everyone else?  I don't
really buy the idea that they *want* the Vorlons around to keep an eye on
them, because they don't seem to be learning *anything* - on the contrary,
they've already lost immortality due to Vorlon meddling.  I would think the
other members of the Council would demand some kind of concessions from the
Vorlons in exchange for a continued Vorlon presence on the Council, rather
than constantly seeking Vorlon opinion only to be rebuffed at every turn.

Enough little kids *can* make the biggest kid go play in his own yard.

Ron Hough
ronh@metronet.com
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Date: 4 May 94 13:18:38 GMT
From: shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com (Jim Shupe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ATTN JMS: Vorlons go home!

ronh@metronet.com (Ron Hough) writes:
> My real question is this: why do the other races *allow* the Vorlons to
> maintain a presence on the station?

You sort of answer your own question... but, JMS has answered it in bits
and pieces over time.

Basically, B5 is an EA project to create a type of UN of the various known
and spacefaring peoples in the Universe.  The Vorlons are one of, if not
the, most powerful of these groups.  The EA courted their presence for
years and are now stuck with them in a sense.

What you forget about the Vorlons is that (using your big kid example) they
are mysterious, like the 20 year old with the long hair, biker stuff who is
only seen coming and going into his house, and sometimes talking to the
kids (7 year olds).  This guy (or the Vorlons) can do what he wants BECAUSE
there is no one around who is willing (even if their united might could) to
confront him.  Sorry but 4 8-year-olds and a bunch of 4-year-olds won't be
getting rid of him soon.

Again, the Vorlons were courted into joining the station.  Knowing how JMS
and his writers work, and that there is a five year story arc, I would say
be patient, the purpose of the Vorlon presence will be made clear within
the next five years. 8)

shupe@rchland
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Date: 7 May 94 09:27:23 GMT
From: lm@goanna.cs.rmit.oz.au (Luke Mewburn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Iain M. Banks: Feersum Endjinn

I've just finished Feersum Endjinn. It's Iain's sixth sci-fi; his third
non-culture. It's due for HC release sometime in June or July.

Mini review. [partial SPOILERS]

Feersum Endjinn is set on an Earth in our distant future. It's the time of
the Encroachment (an obstruction which dims the sun's light).  The King and
his advisors know the end is close at hand, but don't appear to do anything
about it.

Each chapter is divided into four sections. Each section describes one of
the characters:
i)   the emissary sent by the crypt who holds the key to their future
ii)  Count Sessine; died for his 8th and last time in base time, is 
     on his last life in crypt time, and is trying to find his
     murderer.
iii) Chief Scientist Gadfium is trying to interpret a message on the
     Plain of the Sliding Stones, and
iv)  Bascule the Teller is in search of an Ergates the ant, and
     manages to get caught up in it all.

That stuff above is pretty much `back cover blurb.'.

Some stuff that makes the book interesting:
- - there is normal reality, running in `base time'.
- - there is virtual reality - the crypt -  running in `crypt time'.
  There are 10,000 crypt days to 1 base day. The crypt is also called
  the `Data Corpis'
- - lower class people have implants, which can be snooped. The
  Priviliged don't have these genetic implants, so need assistance
  from special devices.
- - Bascule can't spell, so his sections are fonetik. His first
  paragraph is like:
	``Woak up. Got dresd. Had brekfast. Spoke wif Ergates thi
	ant who sed itz juss been wurk wurk wurk 4 u lately master
	Bascule, y don't u 1/2 a holiday? & I agreed & that woz how
	we otter go 2 c Mr Zoliparia in thi I-ball ov the gargoyle
	Rosbrith.''
  Get's better, and after the first couple of sections reading this
  becomes natural (instead of slow like a young reader :). Has the
  obligitory bad pun near the end: ``# browns''.
  This is where the name `Fearsome Engine' gets its spelling from.

Anyway, I really enjoyed it. My auto-order-for-latest-HC-Banks was in
before I got my hands on the trade proof. The order remains. This book is
very good. Mr Banks gets better all the time!

Luke Mewburn
lm@rmit.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 12:02:20 GMT
From: scgk@dcs.ed.ac.uk (Simon Kinahan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels : BEAR

pjc@as03.bull.OZ.AU (Paul Carapetis) writes:
>As a new Bear reader, what other of his books would you, the learned,
>recommend?

Eon & Eternity (definitely, very good 'hard' sf).
The Forge of God & Anvil of Stars (The first is not so good, but you
   must read it to understand the second which is excellent)
The Infinity Concerto & The Serpent Mage (excellent fantasy)
Blood Music (Very good hard sf again, very strange ending)

Happy Reading.

Simon Kinahan
scgk@dcs.ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 06:32:52 GMT
From: normanc523@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: MOVING MARS (Spoilers)

Book review by Norm Cook (normanc523@aol.com)

MOVING MARS, by Greg Bear (Tor 1993)

MOVING MARS is an apt title for this novel, describing both the literal and
the figurative.  It is set in the same continuity, about 125 years later,
as Bear's extraordinary QUEEN OF ANGELS.  Nanotechnology, the science of
building microscopic machines, is a mature technology of the late 22nd
century that spawns true artificial intelligence and allows humans to live
and work relatively comfortably on Mars.  But amazing new wonders are on
the horizon, as scientists delve into the very heart of the reality of
nature, and as politicians wrestle with the pangs of separation from their
mother planet.

Casseia Majumdar is a student at the University of Mars, Sinai, when she
and two hundred of her classmates and professors are abruptly expelled.
Not quite realizing what she is about to get into, Casseia joins a group of
student protesters who are trying to usurp the new central government that
is paranoid of the existing Binding Multiples (BMs) that have guided the
economic and political path of the citizens of Mars since its initial
settlement.  BMs are independent coalitions of extended families, each one
maintaining an area of expertise, such as finance or manufacturing, and
alliances are often forged through marriage.  The Majumdar BM is one of the
largest and most conservative, and Casseia's rebellion is somewhat of an
embarrassment to them.

During the time with the protesters, Charles Franklin, a physics student,
develops a crush on Casseia.  They eventually become lovers, but despite
Charles's declaration of love, Casseia breaks off the relationship, citing
her need to experience more in life before settling down.

Casseia goes back to school after the Statists are deposed, majoring in
government management.  She eventually wins an apprenticeship to her uncle
Bithras Majumdar on a diplomatic mission to Earth to negotiate new trade
agreements.  On the eight-month voyage to Earth, Casseia meets a young girl
named Orianna returning to Earth.  Orianna seems to be a typical, spoiled
Terrie, physically and mentally enhanced by nanotechnology, ready and
willing to engage in any new experience, real or simulated.  Orianna and
Casseia continue their friendship while on Earth, as Orianna shows Casseia
a culture that is very different than on Mars.

Bithras's mission runs into all kinds of political roadblocks, and the
Martians unhappily return to their home.  However, the real-world education
Casseia receives by observing Bithras's negotiations and from her
experiences with Orianna will become invaluable as she moves up the ladder
of Martian politics in the coming years.
 
Casseia marries Ilya Rabinovitch, a fossil hunter from the Erzul BM.
Fossils of ancient Martian organisms have been found and studied, but their
biology remains mysterious until Ilya and Casseia make a startling
discovery about them during their honeymoon.

Casseia then begins her political career in earnest, joining Ti Sandra
Erzul's bid to form a new republic, this time one that leaves the BMs
autonomous.  During this period, Charles Franklin comes back into Casseia's
life as the physicist in charge of a secret project that threatens the
stability of the Earth-Mars relationship.  As a result of the actions by
the neo-government in this matter, a civil war of sorts erupts between the
two worlds.  Casseia and Charles find themselves at the center of the
conflict.

MOVING MARS is a fascinating examination into the politics of colonialism
and revolution.  The distinctions between the cultures of Mars and Earth
were well thought out and Casseia emerged as a remarkably developed person
that changed significantly from beginning to end.  The scientific aspects
of the book are not nearly so well characterized; the fossil cysts remain
enigmatic, and the quantum physical breakthroughs take on the air of magic
rather than realism.  I thought the setup took a bit too long and there was
not enough time left to adequately explore all the avenues of wonder before
the nonstop action of the final act unfolded.

Greg Bear is now on my must-read list and I anxiously await further
developments in this intriguing universe he has created.

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 06:33:37 GMT
From: normanc523@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: QUEEN OF ANGELS (Spoilers)

Book review by Norm Cook (normanc523@aol.com)

QUEEN OF ANGELS, by Greg Bear (Tor 1990)

QUEEN OF ANGELS is an extraordinary novel that succeeds on every level.  It
is at once a riveting tale of suspense and an exploration into the nature
of the mind, with plenty of thought provoking scientific extrapolation.

The time is December 2047, the eve of the binary millennium (100000000000
in base 2).  This is a rather symbolic milestone, one borne of the computer
age, yet very appropriate in this context as one of the major subplots
involves a highly advanced robotic explorer, called AXIS, that has found
life on planet B-2 orbiting Alpha Centauri.  Whether or not the life on B-2
is intelligent is a question that will change the way humans see
themselves.  However, it is the exploration of the artificial intelligence
designed into AXIS by its creator Roger Atkins that ultimately becomes the
fulcrum for the events of the principal narrative.

Eight students are found murdered in poet Emanuel Goldsmith's home.  Murder
itself has become unusual in this society and mass murder is almost unheard
of.  Almost everyone is Therapied to remove the mental instabilities that
in the past created so much violent conflict.  Some like Goldsmith are
Naturals, having never undergone Therapy, either because their innate
personalities are well balanced, or in the case of Goldsmith simply
refusing to submit to a perceived artificiality.

LAPD Inspector Mary Choy is assigned to the investigation.  Forensic
evidence proves Goldsmith did the killings, but he is nowhere to be found.
Choy's mission becomes a quest to find Goldsmith before the Selectors do.
Selectors are vigilantes who bring their own torturous brand of mental
punishment to those they feel have harmed society.  Choy's investigation
ultimately takes her to the island nation of Hispaniola (formerly Haiti)
where she believes Goldsmith will find refuge with its corrupt dictator.
Meanwhile, psychiatrist Dr. Martin Burke is hired by the father of one of
the murder victims to examine Goldsmith's mind in an attempt to determine
his motivation for the killings.  Burke is agreeable to this proposition
because his benefactor has the wealth and power to reopen Burke's clinic
which had been closed under a cloud of controversy with Burke himself
disgraced as a result of his unconventional experiments pioneering into
what he refers to as the Country of the Mind.

The other major character in this story is Richard Fettle, a Goldsmith
protege whose creativity takes a bizarre twist as a result of the murders.
Fettle becomes obsessed with trying to understand Goldsmith's thinking,
going so far as writing a disturbing poem chronicling Goldsmith's actions
and motives during the killings.

The society depicted in QUEEN OF ANGELS has advanced itself quite
remarkably due to breakthroughs in nanotechnology, the science of building
microscopic machines.  It is nanotechnology which enables Mary Choy to
become a Transform with pure ebony skin and other more subtle changes to
her body.  It is nanotechnology that enables Martin Burke to access the
innermost regions of the Country of the Mind.  And it is nanotechnology
that enables Roger Atkins to design an artificial intelligence that can
begin to question its own destiny.

QUEEN OF ANGELS takes place less than sixty years from now and there are
plenty of speculations, particularly in regards to what nanotechnology will
produce.  The events and societal changes described are logical within the
given premises and are convincing within the context of those assumptions.
Nevertheless, Bear never gives the impression that he is deliberately
making specific predictions about our near future.  The events are
structured such that the focus is on the difficult questions of what is
self awareness and what are the ethical implications thereof, not on the
easier and less subtle aspects of future life.  In other words, Bear does
not fall into the trap that David Brin did with EARTH; i.e., writing a
foreseeably soon outdated extrapolation of the future.  Whether or not
nanotechnology comes to fruition, QUEEN OF ANGELS will be a relevant novel
for a long time to come due to its theme of the exploration of the nature
of sentience and the allegorical reflections on various modes of thinking.

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 15:04:46 GMT
From: oilcan@wam.umd.edu (Chad R Orzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: MOVING MARS (Spoilers)

<normanc523@aol.COM> wrote:
>Book review by Norm Cook (normanc523@aol.com)
>
>MOVING MARS is a fascinating examination into the politics of colonialism
>and revolution.  The distinctions between the cultures of Mars and Earth
>were well thought out and Casseia emerged as a remarkably developed person
>that changed significantly from beginning to end.  The scientific aspects
>of the book are not nearly so well characterized; the fossil cysts remain
>enigmatic, and the quantum physical breakthroughs take on the air of magic
>rather than realism.

I don't know - I thought that was pretty consistent with Casseia's
characters, and the autobiographical form of the book. She never _does_
completely understand any of the scientific elements, and so is not able to
give a full explanation of things (beyond reporting things that were said
by the Olympians). This is a good thing, IMHO, because any attempt to
provide a full "explanation" for this sort of "isn't quantum mechanics
cool" type thing almost invariably interferes with my suspension of
disbelief. YMMV.

Also, the things that are truly important to Casseia herself, and the story
she is trying to tell, are the political elements, not the scientific ones.
It is politics that brings Casseia into this story, and leads them to the
drastic decisions they have to make. The science isn't nearly as important
to her.

>I thought the setup took a bit too long and there was not enough time left
>to adequately explore all the avenues of wonder before the nonstop action
>of the final act unfolded.

Again, I usually find it a bit irritating when they start playing around
with this sort of super-science. I thought Bear handled it exceptionally
well- the exact mechanisms remain a bit murky, so there's not as much to
"spoil" things, IMHO. Plus, it's fairly consistent with having the narrator
as a non-scientist- she's more concerned with the political realities of
the situation than with the "hey, what a cool toy" aspects of the science.
Again, YMMV.

>Greg Bear is now on my must-read list and I anxiously await further
>developments in this intriguing universe he has created.

This, I agree with. _Moving Mars_ bumped Bear back up onto my "Buy on
sight. Kill if necessary" list. A great book.

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 02:47:50 GMT
From: jeff.allender@his.com (Jeff Allender)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Rick Brant Science Adventure Series Index

Michael Rogero Brown (michaelb@sunrise.cse.fau.edu) intelligently and
sensitively wrote about "Rick Brant Science Adventure Series Index":

> Rick Brant Science Adventures by John Blaine (Hal Goodwin & P.J.
> Harkins)
>
> 14. The Pirates of Shem (1958)

That would be "Shan".

> 19. The Red Ruby Mystery (1964)

"The Ruby Ray Mystery"

> 20. The Veiled Raider (1965)

Plural, "Raiders"

> 22. The Deadly Dutchman (1967)

I held this book in my hands only today.  A friendly bookstore has it with
a pseudo-parchment letter telling how it had only one small print run.
They want $1000 for it.  Three zeros.  Honest.

> 24.  ?? [published by a small press in limited quantities]

_The Magic Talisman_, (c) 1989 by Hal Goodwin as Blaine.  Still available
for about US$25 plus shipping from the publisher: Manuscript Press, Box
336, Mountain Home, TN 37684.  Same style as the late-60s editions
(ivory/gray spine with cover art).

> Rick Brant's Science Projects

They only want US$600 for this one, but it's not in quite as good a shape
as _Dutchman_.  I only own 13 of the series, so I guess I'm more than
halfway ...  I know where I can buy another ten of them, should I win a
lottery someday.

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 05:18:08 GMT
From: morgno@netcom.com (Mighty Morgno)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rick Brant Science Adventure Series Index

Mike Gannis (mgannis@ORINCON.COM) wrote:
>For those of you who never had the pleasure, they were near-Heinlein-
>quality juveniles about a couple of late-teenage males who got involved in
>adventures and mysteries in which accurate, plausible science played a
>role.  Rick Brant wasn't an all-competent genius kid who whipped up
>fabulous inventions on a moment's notice; this guy had had the good luck
>to be the son of a high-tech entrepreneur, had an

He did have an ex-marine friend who was a martial arts expert.  who was
nearly invincible.

>undergraduate-level knowledge of science and electronics, and was quite
>capable of staying up with friends til 2 am watching bad science fiction
>movies on TV and eating pizza (in The Flying Stingaree, I believe).
>Imagine a cross between Travis McGee and Jonny Quest ...

Actually, it sounds more like Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles.

I remember a scene where one physicist is explaining to a bystander that
another physicist can treat some wound because he is after all a doctor.
Why he even stitched up his own back after a lion attacked him.  How?  He
turned around so he could see what he was doing.

Michael Thompson
morgno@netcom.com
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Date: 6 May 94 11:15:38 GMT
From: B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alfred Bester

The Computer Connection (or Extro in the UK) is the one book which Alfred
Bester disclaims as rubbish. (See Charles Platt's book, _Who Writes Science
Fiction?_)

Barry Traish
93 Stanningley Road
Armley, Leeds LS12 3NW UK
B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 22:15:04 GMT
From: ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk (David Langford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: James Blaylock: Lord Kelvin's Machine

LORD KELVIN'S MACHINE by James Blaylock

reviewed by Dave Langford

[A version of this review appeared in FOUNDATION: THE REVIEW OF SCIENCE
FICTION #60, Spring 1994.]

It's steampunk again, another slightly zany Scientific Romance set in a
Victorian age owing more to Dickens, Stevenson and, at a pinch, Chesterton
than any mere history. Stevenson supplies the epigraph and a minor
character, the erstwhile Prince Florizel of Bohemia (_New Arabian Nights_,
_The Dynamiter_) whose part is so small that he's scarcely worth mentioning
except as a further reminder that practically the whole gang from
Blaylock's earlier _Homunculus_ is here. Eminent scientist Langdon St Ives,
his eminent rivals (including of course Lord Kelvin himself), his eminently
hissable hunchback enemy Dr Ignacio Narbondo, plus a variety of allies,
henchmen and interlopers: Binger, Hasbro, Keeble, Kraken, Mrs. Langley,
Parsons, Pule, Owlesby....

_Homunculus_ was a novel that kept stacking up new excesses as its crowd of
Sternean eccentrics tripped over one another in a prolonged and quite
remarkably daft chase through London's mean streets and pea-soupers, after
a variety of often inter-confusible McGuffins. The finale wrapped things up
with a surreal image (the long-sought and long-offstage Homunculus piloting
the aeronaut Birdlip's skeletal body towards the stars) which delivered
satisfaction without actually resolving anything.  Never apologize, never
explain.

_Lord Kelvin's Machine_ takes place on a slightly different level of
unreality, with `alternate science' replacing the allusions to magic and
alchemy. Here Maxwell's Equations are sixteen in number and form a unified
field theory that includes gravity. Here Earth can be made to swerve in its
orbit by simultaneously detonating an entire chain of volcanoes, the
trigger devices including a Rawls-Hibbing Mechanical Bladder and the
rhythmic tread of a marching army.

This is necessary in order for St Ives (having ceased frittering away his
genius by inventing dehydrated coffee pills) to save the world from the
expected impact of a giant comet. But first he must sabotage Lord Kelvin's
misguided plan to save the world by cancelling its magnetic field, and Dr
Narbondo's diabolical counter-plan to set off volcanoes on the _wrong side
of the planet_....

It's all quite straight-faced, with the tongue scarcely distending the
cheek even when we find Bill Kraken trying to nullify Lord Kelvin's machine
by surreptitous insertion of fieldmice and snakes, or Narbondo plunging to
his doom in an icy tarn whose awful cold he couldn't possibly survive,
_unless of course_ he had been dosed with a certain extract of carp glands!
At one point we glimpse Narbondo in a cheerful mood: `All in all it was a
glorious day. Hargreaves had agreed to help him destroy the Earth without
so much as a second thought.'

This is merely the first episode. In the second, Lord Kelvin's magnetic
Machine, now stolen, is the focus of a vast blackmail plan whereby iron
ships are dragged to the bottom of the sea by its deadly influence.  St
Ives neglects to enquire why the Machine, small enough to be hauled around
on a horse-drawn wagon, should pull ships down rather than itself being
pulled up; but I dare say he knows more about all those extra Maxwell
equations than I. There is a great deal of running around at a seaport,
rife with gunplay, exploding baskets of fruit, and the idiot psychopath
Willis Pule eager to practise recreational vivisection on all and sundry.

The concluding segment is different again. St Ives, whose lady love was
shot by Narbondo in the prologue, is apparently going mad from despair and
frustration. His decline makes him genuinely sympathetic, but at the same
time casts an odd light on much of the boys'-adventure-story material that
has gone before. Can this really be the same book? But wait: in the great
and implausible tradition of sf inventions, Lord Kelvin's machine (which St
Ives himself has now pinched) has a third and unrelated use as the motive
power for time travel and some at least of our hero's fainting spells are
merely the notorious side-effect of coexisting with one's future self.
Pausing only to bolt the Machine into the bathyscaphe salvaged from the
previous adventure, he....

At this stage everything naturally becomes a trifle complex and re-entrant.
Timelines shift and overwrite one another. Narbondo is dealt with by means
other than the obvious, involving a trip forward to acquire certain
materials from Sir Alexander Fleming. There is a happy ending.

Steampunk, being traditionally written by Americans (for some reason
Priest's _The Space Machine_ doesn't seem to count), does not always
sustain its supposedly Victorian English tone. Blaylock, a professor of
English, does pretty well and no doubt has a terrifyingly authoritative
justification for Englishmen of the period who judge distances in metres.
But I did boggle somewhat at a mention of lager and lime (`An exit
application from the human race if ever there was one' - Sir Kingsley
Amis), and the repeated references in the final chapter to not only eating
but growing, in a turn-of-the-century English garden, something called
eggplant - an un-English name which all the English characters use.

Are there loose ends? Lots, but all swallowed up in that final rewrite job
on history. Is it fun to read? Yes indeed, though rather less so than
_Homunculus_, or for that matter Stevenson's _New Arabian Nights_. _Lord
Kelvin's Machine_ is entertainingly crazy but overall, perhaps, as Bohr
said crushingly of one tentative theory in particle physics, _not crazy
enough_.

Author:     Blaylock, James
Title:      Lord Kelvin's Machine
Publisher:  Grafton
City:       London
Date:       1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-586-21423-2
Comments:   GBP4.99 
Pages:      244pp, pb

David Langford
ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk
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Date: 6 May 94 23:30:19 GMT
From: schwartz@roke.cse.psu.edu (Scott Schwartz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: Dragaeran's have no lord

Somehow the whole Dragaeran setting reminds me of Will Shetterly's "Cats
have no lord" stories.  Given that they are friends, or at least
co-conspirators, it's easy to see how a certain texture can rub off, and
it's subtle enough that my roommates aren't particularly convinced that the
similarity exists outside of my imagination.  Maybe it is just that Brust
has worked in the computer industry, and that colors his ideas just enough
to remind me of the virtual-reality setting in Shetterly's stories.
Certainly the fact that the Orb is a clock is a notable computerism: it's
analagous to an atomic clock listening on tcp port 13.  Earthly atomic
clocks are not synchronized with celesial time, but since the Dragaeran
empire is covered by overcast all the time, it isn't an issue for them!

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 19:15:33 GMT
From: kevin716@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: AGYAR - S.K.Z.Brust

In the '80s the Minneapolis music scene was considered one of the most
exciting and innovative in the country. The same might be said for
Minneapolis today in the writing of SF and Fantasy.  Steve Brust is one of
the writers heading a select group of Minnesotans capturing imaginations
with fresh and modern fantasies. This isn't a classic fantasy of elves and
faeries, but rather a subtle rework of old myths and timeless human values.

John Agyar is called to Ohio by an old love.  There he takes up residence
in an abandoned house reputed to be haunted; it is.  And there he begins a
journal of his stay.  This book is that journal.

The journal is written, at least initially, as a form of personal therapy.
Later, when John and Jim (the ghost) have settled into an easy
relationship, the journal serves in lieu of conversation when events leave
John unwilling to talk of them.  And, finally, it serves as a testimonial
to his love.

Love triangles and death are in heavy abundance.  In a fashion that is a
Brust trademark, `amoral' characters debate moral choices, all the while
denying or questioning that such qualities exist or have meaning. The
reader, of course, is forced to follow suit.

For some reason while reading this book John Barth's THE END OF THE ROAD
kept coming to mind. Perhaps it was John Agyar's aquiescence to letting
events dictate his life.  This fatalism gives Agyar a `weatherless'
emotional appearance similar to that of Jacob Horner, but unlike Horner,
John Agyar eventually eschews this fatalism and begins to fight against the
fate he imagines awaits him.  This makes him a more human and sympathetic
character than Horner.

The book is cleanly written and well-paced. The story flows naturally and
requires no jarring revelations or inventions to reach its conclusion.
Brust writes, as always, with humor, a bit of irreverence, and a touch of
cynicism.  Longtime Brust fans will note, though, that there are few
references to food; this main character doesn't eat!  Well, he does - once.

This isn't Brust's magnum opus, but it is another in a string of
thoughtful, well-written, and thoroughly enjoyable stories.

Author:     Brust, Steven 
Title:      Agyar
Publisher:  Tor
City:       New York
Date:       March 1994
Order Info: ISBN 0-812-51521-8
Comments:   paperback, US$4.99 [1993]
Pages:      254pp

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 22:46:22 GMT
From: dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: (style) - Agyar and 500YA

 I have just finished _500 Years After_, and had just read _Agyar_ previous
to that.  I have also read most of the rest of Brust's oevre, including
_Cowboy Feng's_, _The Gypsy_, and _TStMatS_.

  So, having read all this stuff, can I say that Brust has a style that is
his own?  Is there a Brust style?  Well, _500YA_ is almost entirely
different from _Jhereg_, from _TStMatS_, etc.  But there does seem to be
one linking thread, that is the humour in all of them.  Often it is a nice
bit of irony, and can even be quite dark, but I think it is that touch of
ironic humour that is the one unifying style thread for all of Brust's
works.

  About _500YA_, from the comments and reviews of people on the net, I had
the feeling that the conversational style used by the characters would be
worse in this than in _The Phoenix Guards_, I actually found the formal
conversation quite enjoyable to read.  What I found made the novel slow was
Paarfi's (sp?) long asides, or rambling chapter introductions, but (and
this is probably a strength) I became annoyed at PAARFI for these, not at
Brust.  In fact, Paarfi was as much a character of the novel as was, say,
Tazendra.  Of course some of his asides were quite amusing, especially the
occasion where he rambles on for 2/3 of a page complaining about how other
authors will spend time describing a horse in order to pad their length,
and how he doesn't do this (though he has just spent the equivalent word
count doing so) and saying that he will never describe a horse unless it is
of importance to the plot, and then proceeds on the next page to make a
totally irrelevant description of a horse.

  Anyway, both are good reads.  _Agyar_ is beautiful in its understatement,
one can totally miss what Jack is for the first several chapters without
difficulty.  And _500 Years After_ seems to raise as many new questions
about Dragaerea as it answers.

David
dagibbs@qnx.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 18:44:18 GMT
From: anrwlias@netcom.com (A.X. Lias)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: (style) - Agyar and 500YA

Paul J Wexler (pjwexler@world.std.com) wrote:
>Jhereg is a very good read. I wonder though, and perhaps some others can
>answer, were any of the other Vlad books planned when Jhereg came out,
>other than in the vaguest sense? I am sure the idea of a series was
>somewhere in Brust's mind, but how definite was the whole thing at the
>beginning? Including the tie-ins?

I could swear that Yendi and Taltos were written before Jhereg, but
published after.  If you read them in chronological sequence (as opposed to
published sequence) the style of writting seems to improve.  Also, Jhereg
had definit references to the earlier books in it.

Of course, Brust is a *very* talented writer.  It could be that the style
seems to improve because Vlad's (as opposed to Brust's) style is maturing
with practice.

When I recommend the series to new people, I tell them to read the prolog
from Jhereg and to read them in the sequence of the internal chronology
(Taltos, Yendi, Jhereg, etc.).  I've gotten no complaints wrt this
suggestion.

Andrew Lias
anrwlias@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 13:52:10 GMT
From: hklee@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Hector K Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Bujold latest = Cetaganda

A program at MARCON 29 last night was titled "Bujold reads from her current
work in progress, Cetaganda"

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 22:11:42 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Retrograde Reviews--Glen Cook:The Silver Spike

Glen Cook: The Silver Spike

A Retrograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

   Glen Cook is perhaps best-known for his Black Company series.  (Spoilers
ahead for said series if you ain't read any of them.  Fair warning.)

   The things I liked best about the Black Company books were a) the
narrator Croaker, a cantankerous medic and chronicler, b) Croaker's strange
relationship with the Lady, mistress of an evil empire, and c) the Black
Company themselves, in some indefinable way.

   The Silver Spike is an offshoot of the Black Company books, taking place
in the same world and involving some of the same characters.  But it lacks
all three of the above.  Instead it focuses on characters that didn't join
in the journey southward in _Shadow Games_ - Raven, Darling, and Silent
being the most important among them.  It introduces a new first-person
narrator, Philodendron Case.  In what has become standard since the second
Black Company book, a substantial part of the book is also given over to a
_third_-person narrator, with a few minor chapters done by others in
third-person as well.

   Neither of the main characters is really as likeable as Croaker, but
both are interesting in their own right.  The third-person narrator, Smeds
Stahl, is perhaps the most interesting, especially the slow evolution of
character that takes place during the book, although it isn't quite
satisfactorily resolved at the end, IMHO.  Case also undergoes change as a
character, but in a more subtle way.

   Of the previously-known characters, Raven and Silent are seldom viewed
as much more than arrogant poseurs by Case, which limits our ability to
sympathize with them much.  Darling is better-portrayed, but the fact that
she is a deaf-mute limits her interaction slightly.

   I lied.  There's another character or two that shows up, on the side of
the bad guys.  Toadkiller Dog, who got short shrift in the last couple of
Black Company books, gets more credit in this book.  And The Limper, in a
final encore performance as a complete homicidal maniac, does as well as
can be expected.

   From the title, you might guess (if you've read the previous books) that
the story concerns itself with the object in which the Dominator's soul was
placed at the end of _The White Rose_.  And you'd be right.  It spends more
time at the beginning with Toadkiller Dog's freeing of the Limper, and the
scheme hatched by Smeds' cousin Tully to steal the spike and hold it for
ransom, but soon everything converges.  Once the theft of the spike is
discovered, the city of Oar, where the spike has been traced to, is sealed
and all the main players eventually arrive there.  As is usual in Cook's
novels, the two plotlines become tangent but don't really intersect
totally.  In fact, they have quite separate conclusions.

   It's harder to get into, because Croaker isn't there, but I was drawn
along by the plight and growth of Smeds Stahl more than anything else.
Maybe he should have been made the first-person narrator.

   Oh, and from what I can tell, it's best to read it after Shadow Games
but before Dreams of Steel.  At least, reading the former was sufficient to
understand the goings-on without needing the latter.

Author:     Cook, Glen
Title:      The Silver Spike
Publisher:  Tor
City:       New York
Date:       September 1989
Order Info: ISBN 0-812-50220-5
Comments:   USD3.95, CAD4.95
Pages:      313pp., pb
Series:     Black Company
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Date: 12 May 94 20:00:06 GMT
From: alix@iastate.edu (L.A. Melloy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: FANTASY: Louise Cooper's "Indigo"

Here's one I'm not sure I've ever seen discussed in this group during the
nearly year and a half I've been reading/lurking...

Anyone read it?  Anyone willing to discuss it?  Has anyone read book 7
which came out earlier this year, but I have yet to lay hands on? :)

Leigh Ann Melloy
alix@iastate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 15:07:29 GMT
From: ddosch@faatcrl.faa.gov (David J. Dosch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: FANTASY: Louise Cooper's "Indigo"

A friend lent me the entire series recently.  I've read the first two
books, Nemisis and Inferno, and am trying to decide if I really want to
finish this series.  The characters are just a little to whiny for me, and
the plot to predictable and slow developing.  Hmm... maybe I should wonder
what I did to piss off my friend to have them foist this drivel upon me.

David Dosch
AOS-420, ARTS 3A Section
ARTS Support Branch
FAA Technical Center
Atlantic City, NJ 08405
(609) 485-6245
ddosch@faatcrl.faa.gov
doschd@admin.tc.faa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 20:43:33 GMT
From: salvav@sage4e.its.rpi.edu (Vito Salvaggio)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Diane Duane, Wizard Series

Does anyone know when the 4th book, WIZARDS ABROAD will be out in the US?
Any news on the 5th books, THE CATS OF <someplace in NYC> (I believe).

Also, Could any kind soul repost or email the info on how to get a UK
edition of WIZARDS ABROAD.

Thanks a billion.

Vito Salvaggio
salvav@rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 05:35:50 GMT
From: John_Huttley@kcbbs.gen.nz (John Huttley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Duncan's "Seventh Sword" series

goodin@fraser.sfu.ca  writes:
>The "Seventh Sword" books looked like typical fantasy from reading the
>covers and backs, so I left them alone for the longest time.  I just read
>them last week, and I loved them!  Duncan sets up these really interesting
>worlds and societies, and then puts the protagonists' problems into that
>framework exactly.  Great stuff (although I was a little disappointed by
>the ending...).

I also think it is excellent, his best work. However I don't think there is
anything wrong with the ending.

I hope he does _not_ write a sequel. It would be like Piers Anthony wreck
the 'Juxaposition' trilogy by adding a second set that drags down the
first. Anything more could only be bad, or at best mediocre ref "man of his
word' and 'Cutting Edge'

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 14:17:29 GMT
From: ibic@sunsite.unc.edu (Internet Book Information Center)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REPOST--IBIC REVIEW #11, "The Living God" by Dave Duncan

Author:     Duncan, Dave
Title:      The Living God
Publisher:  DelRey
City:       New York
Date:       April 1994
Order Info: ISBN 0-345-37899-7
Pages:      385 pp.
Comments:   hardcover, US$20.00

I thoroughly enjoyed this, the fourth and concluding volume in Dave
Duncan's "A Handful Of Men" series, which is itself a sequel to Duncan's "A
Man of His Word" series starring the stableboy-turned-sorcerer Rap, King of
Krasnegar.

Dave Duncan's character as an author reminds me of the character of Bink in
Piers Anthony's A SPELL FOR CHAMELEON - an ordinary person whose abilities,
average in most respects, are transformed and transfigured by a single,
mysterious, extraordinary talent. (Incidentally, for those who have not
read CHAMELEON, I mean this as a compliment; it is an excellent book.)

Duncan's fantasy world, which is populated by imps, elves, dwarves,
goblins, jotunn, and dragons, is not an especially original conception.
Nor is the plot of "A Handful of Men", which involves a magical threat to
the foundations of the Impire of Pandemia.  Without Duncan's transfiguring
talent, this would be routine genre stuff.

The talent that makes Dave Duncan special and makes his Rap novels jewels
of the fantasy genre is a simple one: he is a wonderful storyteller.
Because of this talent, his fantasy world, based on a handful of clever
premises, is skillfully elaborated.  His plot is crisply executed and
builds to a conclusion which I found both satisfying and surprising.  His
characters are utterly engaging and his style lucid and literate.  In
short, his work is a prose poem to the art of writing entertaining fiction.

So to continue the Xanth analogy, what are the future prospects for
Duncan's work?  Is there any sign that he is beginning to repeat himself
and churn out formula product?  Thankfully not; this, the eighth novel in
the Rap series, is as fresh as the first.  There is no obvious sequel to
this book, so it's difficult to guess where he will go from here; but my
hopes are high.

Frederick Zimmerman

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 05:31:02 GMT
From: scoile@mason1.gmu.edu (Steve Coile)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sneak Preview of Raymond Feist's next work!

What follows is my best attempt to compile a list of authoritative
information obtained from the feistfans mailing list.  All of the
information I provide here comes directly from the horse's mouth, Mr.
Raymond Feist himself (thanks for participating, Ray!).  I've tried to cut
out extraneous text, and in nearly all cases, the questions are paraphrased
from the original messages to which Ray responded.  Each response is
followed by the date on which it was posted.

This particular message contains the first part of my Q&A list, namely that
dealing with Ray's next work in the Riftwar Saga, SHADOW OF A DARK QUEEN.
I'll post the other parts as I have time to complete them which may not be
for a week or so, as exams begin Tuesday!).

Ray's responses have been edited for appearance (i.e.  I've standardized
the appearance of book titles, etc.) and comments have been inserted where
appropriate to clarify.

For more information on the feistsfans mailing list, contact the list's
owner, Mike Hoffmann <mike.hoffmann@mch.sni.de>.

   Steve Coile

What will be the next book in the Riftwar Saga, and when will it be out?

   ...the [next] book is SHADOW OF A DARK QUEEN, and it will be
   out around June in Europe from HarperCollins.  Goldmann has
   just licensed [PRINCE OF THE BLOOD] and [THE KING'S BUCCANEER]
   for German translation, so they should be hitting the stores
   late this year and early next.

      4 Mar 1994

   ...the OFFICIAL publication date for SHADOW OF A DARK QUEEN is
   now July 18th.  This means you should see it in the stores
   around 4th of July weekend.  Maybe a tad earlier in some
   markets, maybe a bit later, but everyone should have copies by
   then.  That's also about when you can expect to see it in
   Australia.  The UK should see it in August.

      14 Apr 1994

Huh?  The publication date is July 18th, yet SHADOW will be in bookstores
around the 4th?

   "Pub date," aka Publication Date, is an amiable fiction
   created by publishers to keep independent and smaller accounts
   from storming the publisher's offices with torches and
   pitchforks because the big chains were always getting books
   first.

   So about 20 years ago publishers started announcing "Official Date of
   Publication" by which date all accounts SHOULD have copies in hand.

   Given that, it's safe to assume that many folks will have
   copies before that time.  It's also known as the "On Sale
   Date," in some circles.

      14 Apr 1994

Can you give us a hint as to what SHADOW will be about?

   Far across the Endless Sea, dark powers move again, returning to dreams
   of ancient powers and evil madness, seeking to destroy all who stand in
   their way.

   Into this fray plunge two boys, Erik the illegitimate son of
   nobility and Roo, son of a commoner, who through an act of
   violence are condemned to serve in a band of "desperate men"
   fated to confront this ancient evil.

      5 Mar 1994

What's become of Arutha and Jimmy by the time SHADOW rolls around?

   Aruthat dies (of old age, in his 80's! in _Shadow_ off camera)
   but Jimmy's still around for the time being.  In his late
   sixties or early seventies, we're not quite sure which, but
   he's still pretty bright, active, and will contribute to this
   series before he leaves us.

      4 Mar 1994

"What ever became of Gamina's telepathic abilities?  Did she use them in
duty for the Kingdom?  What happens when she dies, and maybe the King
relied on them?" - M. Hoffmann

   You'll get to see a bit of this in SHADOW, actually.

      7 Mar 1994

What other characters can we look forward to seeing again in SHADOW?

   Nakor is again with us (I just can't seem to get rid of him)
   as well as a couple of chapters with Pug and one scene with
   Tomas.  The new characters, Erik and Roo (short for Rupert)
   are the main focus of the story, but Calis, Tomas's son, is
   one of the secondary main characters.  Yes, Borric is King, as
   Lyan died five years before Arutha, between books.

      5 Mar 1994

How 'bout the elves?

   I will not be showing you anything about the elves in a major
   way, but there's a hint of what's going on in SHADOW OF A DARK
   QUEEN, which will give you some sense of the elves'
   perspective which is to say, "Hey, it's only been 50 years
   since the Riftwar.  Let us catch our breath before we have to
   figure out what to do next!" <g>

   The elves will taking centuries to adjust to these issues
   [return of the Eldar and the Glamredhel, increase of Moredhel
   returns, changes in culture as a result, etc.].

      29 Mar 1994

Will characters from the computer game, BETRAYAL AT KRONDOR, show up in the
books?

   Well, Patrus died in the game, so obviously he won't be along
   any time soon.  Owen?  I'm not terribly fond of the character
   (don't dislike him either) and as I felt the same way about
   Anthony in [THE KING'S BUCCANEER] and didn't bring him back, I
   doubt I'll be using Owen.

      9 Apr 1994

Will there be any new races of beings in the upcoming books?

   Yes, at the start of SHADOW you meet the Saaur, lizard-people similar
   to, but very different from, the Pantathians.

      19 Apr 1994

Are you working on any other books, outside the Riftworld universe?

   I'm negotiating right now to do at least one, maybe two more,
   dark fantasies in the near future.

      8 Mar 1994

   The next one will be BOY'S ADVENTURE and it will be a
   semi-sequel to FAERIE TALE.  I don't know when it'll be out,
   but I think maybe in late '97 or early '98.

      29 Apr 1994

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 05:06:13 GMT
From: pharyn@indirect.com (Barry Brindisi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New novel by Raymond E. Feist

I heard that there was a new novel by Raymond E. Feist coming out soon.
Does anyone here know about it?  By any chance, is this story based on
Feist's Midkernia series? Thanks in advance.

Barry Brindisi
pharyn@indirect.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 12:44:33 GMT
From: guillam6@cti.ecp.fr (Azatoth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New novel by Raymond E. Feist

Speaking of Midkemia, could anyone tell me what books by Feist take
place in this world, after Magician, A Darkness at Sethanon, and
Silverthorn ? I loved the Riftwar Saga, and I'd like to read more from
this author.

Mat

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 14:59:43 GMT
From: jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New novel by Raymond E. Feist

guillam6@cti.ecp.fr (Azatoth) writes:
>Speaking of Midkemia, could anyone tell me what books by Feist take place
>in this world, after Magician, A Darkness at Sethanon, and Silverthorn ? I
>loved the Riftwar Saga, and I'd like to read more from this author.

Magician
Silverthorn
Darkness at Sethanon 
Prince of the Blood
King's Buccaneer

<Up coming books>

John S. Novak, III      
jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu
jsn@camelot.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 15:46:09 GMT
From: dn1g+@andrew.cmu.edu (Dawn Marie Neuhart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New novel by Raymond E. Feist

Princes of the Blood (or something close to that as a title) and The King's
Buccaneer are both on the Midkemia side.  Princes of the Blood deals with
Authra's twin sons and Buccaneer deals mainly with Authra's youngest son
(special guest star Amos Trask).

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 18:09:08 GMT
From: sl45z@cc.usu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Feist: Chance for Redemption

   Here is Feist's chance.  I'm anxious to hear how the first book reads,
after being hit over the head with work like _Prince of the Blood_.  I
believe that some serious, well contemplated writing here can redeem him as
one of the best Fantasy writers of our day.
   The door is really wide open, there being whole nations to this point
unexplored.  The time lapse allows the intro of new characters, and being
a trilogy, he can spend some time filling them out (making them a bit more
real).  I hope he does this one well.  It'll be a real welcome, a breath of
fresh air.  Heavens knows it's not enough waiting for Jordan's release
every year.

Travis L. Clements
Utah State University

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 18:58:56 GMT
From: rsm58307@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Ron)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Rats & Gargoyles

Can someone e-mail me an explanation of the political forces at work in
MG's Rats & Gargoyles (and now Architect of Dreams as well) world?

I like the idea, but keep getting lost on who is capable of what and the
like.

Ron
rm9410@meibm10.cen.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 21:06:57 GMT
From: John@jhall.demon.co.uk (John Hall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rats & Gargoyles

First you have to remember that although Rats and Gargoyles and
Architecture of Desire both feature Causubon and the White Crow, and both
feature the variety of magic that Gentle likes to call magia, the universes
of the 2 books don't really have anything in common. The second book is
more straightforward: it's set in a sort of mirror image of England at the
time of the English Civil War (with Charles the First becoming Queen Carola
and Oliver Cromwell becoming Olivia).

As for R and G, I agree it's hellishly complicated. Think of France just
before the revolution: the rats are the aristos who oppress the humans
(peasants). Of course, the fact that there are 36 (is it?) all-powerful
gods also resident in the heart of the city complicates matters somewhat.
And then there's the Invisible College. All I can really suggest is
rereading the book, but don't expect all to be made clear. (I'm still
worrying how you can have 5 points of the compass with 90 degrees between
each :-)

John Hall
Cranleigh, Surrey, England
John@jhall.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 15:45:50 GMT
From: eliz@ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rats & Gargoyles

It's not clear what you mean by "political forces at work...keep getting
lost on who is capable of what", so I won't go into much depth here.  In
ARCHITECTURE OF DESIRE (I assume that's what you mean?), the political
forces are a version of the Royalist-Roundhead factions, aka
Cavalier-Puritan.  Some authors would have made this conflict into
Romance-Reason, but Gentle didn't and as for capabilities, part of the
"point" of ARCHITECT is that anyone is capable of anything, given the
desire and the opportunity (which can be "made", if desire is strong
enough).  As Gentle emphasized her point in part by making a woman capable
of the same violence as a man, the book was, I think, politically unpopular
in some sf-genre circles.

For more overt politics, see her short stories in the SCHOLARS AND SOLDIERS
collection.

Elizabeth Willey

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 04:40:59 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Hand:  Icarus Descending

Ojvind Bernander <ojvind@chagall.klab.caltech.edu> wrote:
>I picked up my first Hand novel, Icarus Descending.  A 1/3 of the way
>through, I find it a bit confusing and get the impression that this is a
>continuation of her previous novels, Aestival Tide and Winterlong, which I
>have not read.  However, the cover says absolutely nothing about this
>being a sequel.  Can anybody clue me in?

Sequel city, dude.  I wouldn't even try reading the third novel without
having read the first two (which themselves can be read independently of
each other)

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 17:00:06 GMT
From: gsteeves@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Geoff Steeves)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Barry Hughart

I'm trying to find out what Barry Hughart is up to.  He's the author of
Bridge of Birds and 2 other novels and if anyone out there has information
on new work he's doing, or work he did before Bridge of Birds I'd really
appreciate it.  Also if anyone knows how I could contact him, could they
email me the information?

Thanks in advance.

Geoff
gsteeves@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Heinlein (4 msgs) & Hubbard (6 msgs) &
                      Koontz & Lackey & New Releases

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 22:36:28 GMT
From: doom@kzsu.stanford.edu (Joe Brenner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein' Sunset

Throughout Heinlein's life, questioning taboo's (asking "Why Not?") was one
of his standard approaches to problems, in his later (and unfortunately
lesser, in my opinion) novels he started attacking sexual taboos, including
incest.  One of the reason these things seem like such weak novels to me is
that there's no recognition that such social experiments can fail, that
writting your own rules for living is diving off into an unknown sea where
you may win big or lose horribly.

However, in _To Sail Beyond the Sunset_, we're shown the other side of
these things.  Maureen's open relationship leads to a divorce.  The
recreational incest her family indulges in leads to a jealous rivalry
between two of her sons fighting for the attentions of a daughter.

Anyway, that's what I think it is: a matter of balance.  Maureen is left
with at least some doubt about how she's lived...

It's the difference between writing a novel and an advertisement.

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 20:57:08 GMT
From: drysda02@ursa.calvin.edu (David Rysdam)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein' Sunset

doom@kzsu.Stanford.EDU (Joe Brenner) writes:
>Throughout Heinlein's life, questioning taboo's (asking "Why Not?") was
>one of his standard approaches to problems, in his later (and
>unfortunately lesser, in my opinion) novels he started attacking sexual
>taboos, including incest.  One of the reason these things seem like such
>weak novels to me is that there's no recognition that such social
>experiments can fail, that writting your own rules for living is diving
>off into an unknown sea where you may win big or lose horribly.
>
>However, in _To Sail Beyond the Sunset_, we're shown the other side of
>these things.  Maureen's open relationship leads to a divorce.  The
>recreational incest her family indulges in leads to a jealous rivalry
>between two of her sons fighting for the attentions of a daughter.

What?  The divorce is caused by therapeutic (as opposed to recreational)
incest on the part of Brian and Marion (sp?).  The jealous rivalry
(although, from what I understand, it seems to be more of a one time thing)
comes from the one son and one daughter (can't remember their names, sorry)
engaging in uneducated, unsupervised, and mostly-non-recreational incest.

In other words, I think Heinlein is just saying "Look, there are two kinds
of incest: bad and good.  Enjoy the latter and shun the former."

David Rysdam

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 02:42:52 GMT
From: doom@kzsu.stanford.edu (Joe Brenner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein' Sunset

>>However, in _To Sail Beyond the Sunset_, we're shown the other side of
>>these things.  Maureen's open relationship leads to a divorce.  The
>>recreational incest her family indulges in leads to a jealous rivalry
>>between two of her sons fighting for the attentions of a daughter.
>
>What?  The divorce is caused by therapeutic (as opposed to recreational)
>incest on the part of Brian and Marion (sp?).

I'd have to re-read the book again to see if my memory of it is off, but I
can't figure out what you mean by "therapeutic" incest here, and how it
lead to the divorce of Maureen and Brian. The way I remember it: Maureen
and Brian were both very tolerant about sleeping around in general, and
later in their lives (e.g. after Maureen's menopause) they picked up what
amounts to a Second Wife in the family (can't remember her name).  The
Second wife is far less tolerant than Maureen (and in fact is a kind of
selfish stupid bitch, as I remember it) and she successfully talks Brian
into divorcing Maureen.  What does therapeutic incest have to do with and
of this?

>The jealous rivalry (although, from what I understand, it seems to be more
>of a one time thing) comes from the one son and one daughter (can't
>remember their names, sorry) engaging in uneducated, unsupervised, and
>mostly-non-recreational incest.

The way I remember it (and like I said, I'd have to read it again), the
incest in question started out supervised and later went out of control.

The way I interpret it: Maureen's daughter mis-understood the example of
the adults in the family.  They lived by rules of their own design, she
attempted to live without rules.  Presumably, if Maureen had been around,
her daughter would have Learned Better...

>In other words, I think Heinlein is just saying "Look, there are two kinds
>of incest: bad and good.  Enjoy the latter and shun the former."

Or the way I read it: if you do things right, you can get away with
breaking an awful lot of rules, but knowing in advance what the right thing
to do isn't all that easy.

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 03:29:34 GMT
From: drysda02@ursa.calvin.edu (David Rysdam)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein' Sunset

>I'd have to re-read the book again to see if my memory of it is off, but I
>can't figure out what you mean by "therapeutic" incest here, and how it
>lead to the divorce of Maureen and Brian... The way I remember it: Maureen
>and Brian were both very tolerant about sleeping around in general, and
>later in their lives (e.g. after Maureen's menopause) they picked up what
>amounts to a Second Wife in the family (can't remember her name).  The
>Second wife is far less tolerant than Maureen (and in fact is a kind of
>selfish stupid bitch, as I remember it) and she successfully talks Brian
>into divorcing Maureen.  What does therapeutic incest have to do with and
>of this?

The "Second Wife" is Marion (or Marian), the wife of Maureen and Brian's
second son (Brian Jr.?) who was killed at during one of the wars (WWII?).
They took her in to comfort her, and in order to soothe her loss, Brian
(with Maureen's consent) sleeps with Marion.  She gets pregnant and all
three move to Texas where they can pretend that Maureen is Marion's mother
and that Marion is Maureen.  That's when Marion becomes possessive of
Brian, who, having no balls (apparently) just goes with the flow.

>>The jealous rivalry (although, from what I understand, it seems to be
>>more of a one time thing) comes from the one son and one daughter (can't
>>remember their names, sorry) engaging in uneducated, unsupervised, and
>>mostly-non-recreational incest.
>
>The way I remember it (and like I said, I'd have to read it again), the
>incest in question started out supervised and later went out of control.
>
>The way I interpret it: Maureen's daughter mis-understood the example of
>the adults in the family.  They lived by rules of their own design, she
>attempted to live without rules.  Presumably, if Maureen had been around,
>her daughter would have Learned Better...

Well, inasmuch as Brian, Mo' and Marion kept their little menage's utterly
secret (and infrequent) while Mo' was around, and that Marion was so
possessive of Brian later (and probably wouldn't allow any foolin' around)
I doubt that the kids even knew about anything like that.

>>In other words, I think Heinlein is just saying "Look, there are two
>>kinds of incest: bad and good.  Enjoy the latter and shun the former."
>
>Or the way I read it: if you do things right, you can get away with
>breaking an awful lot of rules, but knowing in advance what the right
>thing to do isn't all that easy.

Hmmmm, I agree with the first part, but not the second.  Look early on in
the book.  Maureen writes down her personal ten commandments and sticks
with them all through her life...all she does is add a few, they never
change.  In fact, her father, the Honorable Doctor, advises her to make
many of her moral decisions in advance (such as: would she let her mother
live with her when he dies) because any decision she makes on the spur of
the moment is sure to be wrong.

David Rysdam

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 20:51:08 GMT
From: drysda02@ursa.calvin.edu (David Rysdam)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mission Earth, is it finished?

bu1mw@sunc.sheffield.ac.uk (M Wright) writes:
>I have been wading through the very long and somewhat ok Mission Earth
>series, (written just for YOU, the SF fans who wanted it) but I've only
>got up to book 8, where a change of style occurs.
>
>What I want to know is, have all 10 books been published, and if so have
>they all been published in the UK? I know up to 6 has appeared in
>paperback, but my copy of 8 is in hardback. I have seen nothing recently,
>but then I haven't been rushing to spend my money on the series.

All ten are definitely published...I've read them.  And as that was several
(say, 7) years ago, I'm pretty sure they'd be out in the UK (I'm in the
US).  But maybe not in paperback, those just started coming out a
couple-few years ago.

>On another thread I have heard that the books weren't totally written by
>LRH, but by a committee after his death. This might expain the style
>change in #8, but maybe they were all written by committee. Does anyone
>have any truth to throw on this rumour?

I've heard the same rumor.  I don't know if it's true (I suspect so), but
that is not the only reason for the style change.  The narrator (within the
context of the story) has also changed (it a couple hundred years later,
isn't it?).  Of course, that could just be the committee deciding that they
couldn't "recreate the master's work" or something.  Who knows?

David Rysdam

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 23:58:25 GMT
From: jgreely@synopsys.com (J Greely)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Battlefield Earth

chapman@uhccmvs.uhcc.hawaii.edu (Kalani Chapman) writes:
>Yes, I read Battlefield Earth by Hubbard, and in my paperback there was a
>card that said "Soon to be a major motion picture." I don't think they
>ever made one, though. And if they did, it'd have to be about twenty hours
>long to be anything like the novel.

Forget about long, have you thought about how hard they'd have to work to
make a film as *dull* as this book?  Actually, though, this would be an
easy film for Hollywood to adapt faithfully.  Since most of the book is
instantly forgettable, no one would miss the chapters that were cut, and
since *all* of the science is bad, they wouldn't have to worry about
technical accuracy, either.

  Battlefield: Earth and Hollywood deserve each other, I think.

J Greely
jgreely@synopsys.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 05:51:39 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mission Earth, is it finished?

drysda02@ursa.calvin.edu (David Rysdam) writes:
>I've heard the same rumor.  I don't know if it's true (I suspect so), but
>that is not the only reason for the style change.  The narrator (within
>the context of the story) has also changed (it a couple hundred years
>later, isn't it?).  Of course, that could just be the committee deciding
>that they couldn't "recreate the master's work" or something.  Who knows?

If I were you, I'd dig around in the direction of the Church of Scientology
for the identities of those on the committee; as far as I can tell, the
massive explosion of Hubbardania after his death is directly benefitting
only them (I remember checking the copyright pages at one point, and don't
remember exactly the phrasing, but am currently under the impression that
the stuff was coming from a Foundation of some sort connected with the
Church). The Writers of the Future stuff, okay, that's an ongoing contest,
but a *ten-volume story*? *After* his death? Good grief! Plus the travesty
that was Battlefield Earth (I actually *read* that one...)...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 17:13:01 GMT
From: DARIN@comsys.byu.edu ("Darin L. Stewart")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mission Earth

I hate to ask silly questions but is there a connection between the L. Ron
Hubbard of "Mission Earth" fame and the L. Ron Hubbard of Scientology?  If
there is what is it and how does it play into the series?

Darin L. Stewart
Telecommunications Services
Brigham Young University   
(801) 378-7838             
darin@comsys.byu.edu       

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 20:27:38 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mission Earth

Darin L. Stewart <DARIN@comsys.byu.EDU> wrote:
>I hate to ask silly questions but is there a connection between the L. Ron
>Hubbard of "Mission Earth" fame and the L. Ron Hubbard of Scientology?

It's the same dude.

>If there is what is it and how does it play into the series?

I'm not really sure what you mean by "how does it play into the series?".
AFAIK, there are no overt references to Appl^H^H^H^H Scientology in the
story (I haven't read it, and have no plans to do so).

Since much of the dekology was published after the demise of L Ron, some
have speculated he had "help" in the form of ghost writers on the latter
volumes.  I believe it has also been posted that the profits of sales find
there way back to the Scientologists.  Of course, this is all net.rumor,
and not to be taken as established fact...

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 20:44:13 GMT
From: drysda02@ursa.calvin.edu (David Rysdam)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mission Earth

Darin L. Stewart (DARIN@comsys.byu.EDU) wrote:
>If there is what is it and how does it play into the series?

It plays into the series via L. Ron (through his various characters) making
fun of psychiatrists and psychologists rather harshly.  From what I know of
Scientology (little, thankfully) most of their basic tenets go against
current, mainstream, scientific thought.

David Rysdam

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 16:40:51 GMT
From: GRUNDFEST@midyork.lib.ny.us
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Koontz

Re Andy Sawyer's query on Dean Koontz's "Book of Counted Sorrows" - it
doesn't exist, the writer made it up.  working in a library in the
reference dept., we've gotten a couple of requests for this imaginary book.
I wish authors wouldn't do that.  We also have gotten requests for the
Unabridged "Princess Bride" (the subtitle on the book is "the good parts
version".  Of course, that's all he wrote.

Jill Grundfest

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 06:05:56 GMT
From: kruhle@netcom.com (Kristin Ruhle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey: Best series

Marcy (mhl2a@darwin.clas.Virginia.EDU) wrote:
>I feel that last Mage Winds book was pretty bad.  Elspeth's character was
>damned annoying the plot was bad too except the meeting with Vanyel.  I
>just got the Black Gryphon, but I not sure if it's worth reading, any
>suggestions?  Marcy

I liked _Winds of Fury_ but well, I am a bit biased, having excitedly
waited for how it was going to end ... [SPOILER WARNING]

having Falconsbane brought back by Ancar the way she did seemed a bit
anticlimactic.

_Black Gryphon_ starts off good as a depiction of a war torn period, and I
was fascinated by the character of Amberdrake who is a masseur/healer/soul
healer in accordance with many tribal traditions. His work with his clients
extends up to and including making love to them which highlights how "my
therapist had sex with me" scandals and lawsuits are so much a product of
OUR culture; in some cultures that would be considered normal.

However if you hate cute beware, it does get sentimental later on. I will
not spoil the ending but it seems like "whoa! follow that!"

Kristin 

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 02:06:57 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: out this week

Out this week in Tennessee:

Sable,_Shadow,_and Ice, Cheryl J. Franklin, DAW Fantasy (pb)
 Apparently *not* in the Network/Consortium/Taormin series.
Isaac Asimov's Robots In Time: Emperor, William F. Wu, AvoNovA SF (pb)
 Number five of six.
Mordenheim, Chet Williamson, TSR Fantasy/Horror (pb)
 A Ravenloft novel, about a scientist and his creation, Adam.
The Bastard Prince, Katherine Kurtz, Del Rey/Ballantine (hb)
 The Heirs of St. Camber, conclusion.
The First Duelist, Rutledge Etheridge, Ace SF (pb)
 Prequel to Legend of the Duelist.
Shadows Fall, Simon R. Green, Roc Science Fantasy (pb)
 Faerie and automata live side by side in Shadows Fall - but James Hart's
 return may doom them all...
The Seven Towers: The Wizard at Mecq, Rick Shelley, Roc Fantasy (pb)
 The Wizard Silvas, in 12th c. England, is sworn to help Mecq - if its
 citizens ask first... *Not*, apparently, a Varayan book.
Flight of Vengeance, Andre Norton, P.M.Griffin & Mary H. Schaub, Tor
 Fantasy (pb) Witch World: The Turning, book 2.

Seen but not got:
High Steel II, Haldeman & Dann
 Mohawks in space, and a mysterious sinister plot w/alien messages.
Split Heirs, Lawrence Watt-Evans - out in paperback.
Master of Earth and Water, Diana Paxson
 I could *not* make it more than about 50 pages into Silverhair the
 Wanderer, and got turned off to Paxson thereby; I may try again someday
 and find I can read it, and wonder why I couldn't before - but for now
 I've sworn off her.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Books - Lichtenberg & May (3 msgs) & McKinley (2 msgs) &
                 Niven (5 msgs) & Norman (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 19:22:32 GMT
From: button@illuminati.io.com (Captain Button)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sime/Gen Books Questions.

  I have recently been rereading the Sime/Gen books by Jacqueline
Lichtenberg and Jean Lorrah.  I was wondering if anyone else here was
interested in them.

  A few questions/topics to stimulate discussion:

  (BTW, if you haven't read the books the below will be incomprehensible)

1.  I theorize that Risa Tigue is a reincarnation of Abel Verrit, and
Triffen ambrov Keon was a reincarnation of her father.  I base this on
Risa's need nightmare in _Ambrov Keon_, and Abel's talk to Zeth in
_Channel's Destiny_.

  Agreements, Disagreements, Flames?

2.  Any kind of stable junct society requires that almost all Simes die in
changeover.  But there is little mention of this in the books, in large
part because what we see of junct society is confined to the highly
privileged free population.

  In order to have a surplus of Gens, the vast majority of preGens who go
into changeover must die without killing.  Thus I claim that the primary
purpose of the drugs given to preGens is not to enhance fertility or ensure
docility, but to cause death in changeover.  This contradicts the tone of
Klyd's remarks to Hugh in _House of Zeor_, where he lists the changeover
deaths almost as an afterthought.

  The "turned loose with a stipend" practice is clearly a minor sop to help
deny the fact that junct society is based not just on killing Gens, but on
abandoning vast numbers of *Simes* to die in changeover.  Thus the people
of Sime Territories are not just *killers*, they are *lorshes* too.

  The knowledge of this fact, even if surpressed, will just further damage
the average Sime psyche. (like they were emotionally healthy before! :->
:-> )

  Agreements, Disagreements, Flames?


3.  Are junct societies and the Tecton "hydraulic empires" as described in
Niven's _A World Out of Time_?  In both, a bureaucratic government has
total or near-total control of the prime necessity of life (at least for
the Simes).

4.  In the later books and stories, technological development concentrates
almost exclusively on devices using selyn.  Selyn lamps, trains, cars,
helicopters, bombs, stardrives, chainsaws and firelighters are all
mentioned.

  Why aren't other power sources developed?  Because us Ancients used them
up?  Because the Tecton dominates the economy and surpresses non-selyn
research?

  Consider that without a method of synthesizing selyn, the standard of
living of the average person will never approach that of the modern day
developed world, since there is only at most 50 - 100 Watts per capita
available power.

  Anyway, that's enough for now.

  Comments, anyone? 

(or have these topics been beaten to death before I got here?)

button@io.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 15:44:16 GMT
From: tcsmhz@aie.lreg.co.uk (Melanie Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: May : Diamond Mask

Not really a spoiler: the last line of the book may, or may not, provide
some clue as to Fury's identity. I have to say, I've never read a last line
that annoyed me more!

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 03:44:43 GMT
From: jimstark@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: May : Diamond Mask

 It sure seemed to me that May tacked the last line on to end with a bang
since the rest of the book was so flat.

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 05:23:19 GMT
From: phoenix@pride.ugcs.caltech.edu (Nerado)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: May : Diamond Mask

jimstark@delphi.com wrote:
>It sure seemed to me that May tacked the last line on to end with a bang
>since the rest of the book was so flat.

I thought DM was a fine and provocative book.  Many people on the Milieu
list rated it higher than Jack the Bodiless, although others disagreed?
Flat?  Not at all.  Nay, I coerce the lattices to ensure that Magnificat
will be as good.

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 19:47:54 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Recent reading: Atanielle Annyn Noel, Robin McKinley

A while back I read _The Duchess of Kneedeep_, which was frivolous in a
well-executed and entertaining sort of way, so I picked up Noel's other
book (has she written any since?) _Murder on Usher's Planet_, to which the
same description can apply.  Let's just say that vaguely Victorian
elements, vaguely Tommy and Tuppence (Agatha Christie pair of
investigators) and vaguely cloak-and-dagger elements are mixed well with a
sense of humor best described as glitteringly witty and some really cheesy
cliff-hangers, and a lot of blase sarcasm.  The result is, um, frivolous,
in a well-executed and entertaining sort of way.  I like the way everyone
gets paired off at the end.  That's vaguely Shakespearean.  Plot summary:
important diplomatic parchment must be retrieved from weird eccentric's
house-in-the-hills.  While attempting to do so, our Hero and Heroine also
have to solve a murder mystery, which may or may not have anything to do
with the paper.

A while back, I read _Beauty_ which was good, if not my favorite kind of
book.  Since it was good, and since people I have some respect for kept
telling me McKinley's stuff was so wonderful, I picked up _The Blue Sword_
and _The Hero and the Crown_ used and _A Door in the Hedge_ remaindered
(Edward Hamilton, as I recall).  I stared at these with some dismay on my
shelf for some months, and last night got around to reading the first two.
They're good, but they're still not my favorite kind of book, I think
partly because they strike me as rather intensely serious (and while I
think Noel goes too far the other way, I can't help but think I prefer
something in between).  Tomboy grows up to be awkward, self-effacing but
extremely competent, intense if somewhat unattractive by current/local
standards young woman and her preference for horseback riding (and so on)
enables her to save her country/people/family in their direst hour of need
(she also tends to not do what she's told to and to do what she's told not
to).  They appreciate this, but they're still kind of afraid of her, and
this upsets the young woman who eventually adjusts and gets to like
upsetting people in the right kind of way.  Along the way, some less dense
young man helped her in her career and they wind up together at the end, in
a way cool relationship of equals (this part I like - it's the getting
there that tends to get me down).  Needless to say, there's a _lot_ more
going on with Aerin and Harry than I've described above, and the books are
well-written.  Just not really my style.

I'm going to try _A Door in the Hedge_, but unless someone tells me
something else by McKinley is totally different and absolutely wonderful,
I'm going to quit there.  I think four books is a fair trial.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 00:40:46 GMT
From: lgeyer@strauss.udel.edu (Laura B. Geyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robin McKinley

   Robin McKinley just came out with a really good book called _Deerskin_.
It's loosely based on the old fairy tale (one of the Grimms I think) called
Donkey Skin.  I thought it was excellent.  It's not the funny/serious light
reading that _Outlaws_ was.  I thought parts of it were really disturbing.
I couldn't put it down.  On the otherhand, I loved both _The Hero and the
Crown_ and _ the Blue Sword_, so I may be prejudiced towards her work.  I
did think that this one was really different though.  As you can probably
tell, I'm having a hard time describing it.  I don't want to give anything
away, or bias you before you read it.  I did think that it was a lot darker
than her other books, and so more moving.

Arrg - I'm not doing a very good job here.  Go read _Deerskin_.  Anyone
else who has who give a better analysis?

Laura Geyer
lgeyer@bach.udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 21:50:15 GMT
From: dbasinge@nickel.ucs.indiana.edu (Mike Basinger)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Niven: Known Space

Can someone send me a list of the book and/or short stories based in Larry
Niven's Known Space universe.

Thanks for the help.

D. Michael Basinger
dbasinge@nickel.ucs.indiana.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 06:49:47 GMT
From: ajassal@hk.net (Amrit Jassal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: Known Space

Mike Basinger (dbasinge@nickel.ucs.indiana.edu) wrote:
>Can someone send me a list of the book and/or short stories based in
>Larry Niven's Known Space universe.

World of ptavvs
Bordered in black
Convergent series
All the myriad ways
A gift from earth
For a foggy night
The meddler
Passerby
Down in flames
Ringworld
The fourth profession
Man of steel
Inconstant moon
Cloak of anarchy
Protector
The hole man
Night on mispec moor
Flare time
The locusts
The mote in god's eye
Brenda
The return of william proxmire
The tale of jinns sisters
Madness has its place
niven's laws
The kiteman
The alien in our minds

(Some of extracts (small ones) from his books - Ringworld, ...)

Amrit

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 17:22:09 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: Known Space

Amrit Jassal <ajassal@hk.net> wrote:
>World of ptavvs
>Bordered in black
>Convergent series
>All the myriad ways
>A gift from earth
>For a foggy night
>The meddler
>Passerby
>Down in flames
>Ringworld
>The fourth profession
>Man of steel
>Inconstant moon
>Cloak of anarchy
>Protector
>The hole man
>Night on mispec moor
>Flare time
>The locusts
>The mote in god's eye
>Brenda
>The return of william proxmire
>The tale of jinns sisters
>Madness has its place
>niven's laws
>The kiteman
>The alien in our minds

Um... This appears to be a partial list of the contents for Larry Niven's
compilation book _N-Space_.  Many of the stories listed are *not* in his
"Known Space" universe.  _The Mote in God's Eye_, for example, takes place
in Jerry Pournelle's Co-Dominium universe.  Other stories take place in
Larry Niven's Leshy Circuit universe.

Others, of course, are in Known Space, or recognisable variations thereof
(like "Down in Flames").

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 21:51:13 GMT
From: scs@vectis.demon.co.uk ("Stuart C. Squibb")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: Known Space

[List deleted]

Many of the above are not Known Space Stories. Some belong to the Leshy
Circuit, some to Niven and Pournell's CoDominium shared universe.  Some are
not even fiction.

My list (in no particular order):

The Coldest Place ----------+
Becalmed in Hell            |
Wait It Out                 |
Eye of an Octopus           |
How the Heroes Die          |
The Jigsaw Man              |
At the Bottom of a Hole     > Tales of Known Space
Intent to Deceive           |
Cloak of Anarchy            |
The Warriors                |
The Borderland of Sol       |
There is a Tide             |
Safe at Any Speed ----------+
Neutron Star      ----------+
A Relic of the Empire       |
At the Core                 |
The Soft Weapon             \ Neutron Star
Flatlander                  /
The Ethics of Madness       |
The Handicapped             |
Grendel           ----------+
Death by Ecstacy  ----------+
The Defensless Dead         > The Long ARM of Gil Hamilton
ARM               ----------+
The Patchwork Girl
Ringworld
The Ringworld Engineers
A Gift from Earth
The World of Ptavvs
Protector
Madness Has Its Place
Procrustes + framing story for Crashlander

Bordered in Black uses a background based on Known space, but it is not
considered canon.

Down in Flames is a plot outline for the destruction of Known Space.

There are also non-Niven stories set in Known Space, parts of the Man-Kzin
Wars series.

If you are interested in Niven, watch for the FAQ (coming soon, so I'm
told).

Stuart
scs@vectis.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 19:13:27 GMT
From: ebersole@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: Known Space

The books in Larry Niven's Known Space series are:
Tales of Known Space: The Universe of Larry Niven (Ballentine)(short story
  collection)
World of Ptavvs (Ballentine)
The Long ARM of Gil Hamilton (Ballentine)(short story collection)
The Patchwork Girl (Ace)
A Gift From Earth (Ballentine)
Protector (Ballentine)
Neutron Star (Ballentine)(short story collection)
Ringworld (Ballentine)
The Ringworld Engineers (Ballentine)
Crashlander (Ballentine)(story story collection, all but one duplicated
  in earlier two collections)
 
Larry Niven's Known Space also provides the background for the shared
world anthologies, Man-Kzin Wars, Man-Kzin Wars II .... Wars V.
Some of the stories from those volumes are included in
Poul Anderson
The Children's Hour by S.M. Stirling and Jerry Pournelle
Cathouse by Dean Ing.
All of the Man-Kzin Wars stuff is by Baen Books
 
There's a trade paperback called The Guide to Larry Niven's Ringworld by
Kevin Stein, also by Baen. It mentions material not in any of the other
books, apparently a reference to Ringworld-based computer games which I'm
not familiar with.
 
In addition, there are two short stories loosely related to Known Space
eries. They are "One Face" and "Bordered in Black."
 
Phil Ebersole

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 21:17:32 GMT
From: wrath@cs.umbc.edu (Vijay Gill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: GOR

After seeing the Gor series mentioned here, I went to a local used book
reseller and bought a copy to see for myself.  Suffice it to say that I am
still shuddering.  It was so bad that I was writhing in embarrassment, like
when you see someone you know make a fool of themselves in public.  I was
expecting it to be bad, but this bad?

Vijay Gill
wrath@cs.umbc.edu
vijay@umbc.edu   

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 02:32:55 GMT
From: an321@freenet.carleton.ca (John Angus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

Some of the books were decent. When he stuck to the fighting and left out
the women-are-only-happy-as-naked-sex-slaves-in-chains bit the books could
be quite enjoyable. I have to admit that I stopped reading them. The latter
began to outweigh the former, with page after page of idiotic philosphising
on how happy feminist Earth women are when they get to Gor and are put in
chains.

John D Angus
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada         

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 04:36:45 GMT
From: wrath@cs.umbc.edu (Vijay Gill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

John Angus <an321@FreeNet.Carleton.CA> wrote:
>Some of the books were decent. When he stuck to the fighting and left out
>the women-are-only-happy-as-naked-sex-slaves-in-chains bit the books could
>be quite enjoyable. I have to admit that

I believe I have one of those.  This is the _Fighting Slave of Gor_.  An
amazing book.  I finished it in a sort of half incredulous daze, twitching
occasionally.

Another series on the same heroic scale (re: # of books) but one actually
quite interesting is E.C Tubb's _Dumarest of Terra_.  I have only managed
to find 3 of his books so far (including one I picked up at a rehri market,
while on a trip to Delhi, India.  Where, come to think of it, I seem to
have found a lot of good scifi books that seem unavailable here in the
U.S.A).

Vijay Gill
wrath@cs.umbc.edu
vijay@umbc.edu   

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 16:40:07 GMT
From: erolb1@aol.com (ErolB1)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

pickrell@netcom.com (Brian Pickrell) writes:
>Can anybody tell us about the GOR books?  How many are there?  When were
>they written, and are they still being written?  Has the author done other
>work?  Does he live under a rock?  I see these things in huge stacks in
>used book stores, but I've never figured out where they came from.

There were 20 or so Gor books, published over a period of time starting (I
think) in 1968. They are no longer being written. The author has written a
few other novels, but these are even worse than the Gor books (Believe it
or not).  "John Norman" is a pseudonym for John Lange, who is a philosophy
professor somewhere or other.

>Most important, who the heck bought and read enough of these things to
>keep the series going (and presumably making money)?

People who enjoy the emotional intoxication provided by the books enough
to put up with their nastiness. Few people, however, are willing to *admit*
to enjoying them, however. (OTOH, those who find the books completely
disgusting and hateful are not at all shy about saying so. And some of the
more vocal critics even show an amazing degree of knowledge details in the
books.)

>I read about half of one of these books once.  Did I miss anything?

Not really. They're the opposite of an acquired taste: Either you like them
at once, or else you don't like them at all. They're not the sort of thing
a sane person would want to *learn* to like even if he or she could.

Erol K. Bayburt

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 17:40:28 GMT
From: jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

The Gor series has at least 20 books in it:

   Tarnsman of Gor
   Outlaw of Gor
   Priest-Kings of Gor
   Nomads of Gor
   Assassin of Gor
   Raiders of Gor
   Captive of Gor
   Hunters of Gor
   Marauders of Gor
   Tribesman of Gor
   Slave Girl of Gor
   Beasts of Gor
   Explorers of Gor
   Savages of Gor
   Blood Brothers of Gor
   Players of Gor
   Mercenaries of Gor
   Renegades of Gor
   Vagabonds of Gor
   Magicians of Gor

The only books worth reading out of that bunch were: Tarnsman of Gor,
Nomads of Gor, Assassin of Gor and Marauders of Gor (and then, even these
weren't particularly great classics - they did have some interesting story
lines).  It was obvious that Norman didn't know where to go with the story
line and so he ended up padding most of the stories after Raiders of Gor
with predominantly "slave girl" crap.

I wouldn't waste any money on buying any of the books.  There's enough
great reading in the stores today that it would be a waste to spend any
money on any John Norman book.

Jim Lahue
Power Personal Systems, IBM
jlahue@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 07:28:26 GMT
From: axb39@po.cwru.edu (Ann Burlingham)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ellen Raskin

Writing about Susan Cooper reminded me of one of my favorite authors, Ellen
Raskin. Any other fans out there? Her _Figgs and Phantoms_ is somewhat
fantastic.  (Not that all her books weren't *fantasic*!)

Ann Burlingham                                          
Sears Library
Case Western Reserve University
10900 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
axb39@po.cwru.edu  

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 06:04:51 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ellen Raskin

axb39@po.CWRU.Edu (Ann Burlingham) writes:
>Writing about Susan Cooper reminded me of one of my favorite authors,
>Ellen Raskin. Any other fans out there? Her _Figgs and Phantoms_ is
>somewhat fantastic.  (Not that all her books weren't *fantasic*!)

Besides moi, you mean? I've got FaP, The Mysterious Disappearance of Leon
(I mean Noel) (with which I will always associate the taste of a certain
crunchy vegetable-flavored snack), Spectacles, and The Tattooed Potato and
Other Clues... This is actually tangentially relevant here, as you came in
just too late for the Great Jordan Hoax, one portion of which involved
Jordan supposedly patterning parts of the series after The Westing Game -
this produced a very well-written analysis of what needed to be thought
about that we hadn't yet if this were true (sadly, it's not)... They're all
in the "children's books that adults can enjoy" category.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 05:40:14 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robert Reed

Robert Reed is author of the sf novels _The Lee Shore_, _The Hormone
Jungle_, _Black Milk_, _The Remarkables_, _Down the Bright Way_, and many
short stories.
 I find him one of the most remarkable and overlooked of the recent crop of
writers.  Does anybody else enjoy his books?  For those interested in
trying him, _Black Milk_ is my personal favorite, and I find it a tour de
force.

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 07:18:35 GMT
From: dambik@fnalo.fnal.gov (Ed Dambik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robert Reed

I've read maybe three of his works (TLS, THJ, and DTBW) and agree that he's
definately an author worth watching for. I am often surprised that no one
ever mentions him here and expect Great Things from him in the near future.
I really *should* try Black Milk but now I'll have to scout library
booksales/shelves for a copy.

What did you think of The Remarkables?

By the way, if you enjoy Reed, I'm guessing that you might also like Robert
Charles Wilson.

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 06:57:14 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robert Reed

Ed Dambik <dambik@fnalo.fnal.gov> wrote:
>I've read maybe three of his works (TLS, THJ, and DTBW) and agree that
>he's definitely an author worth watching for. I am often surprised that no
>one ever mentions him here and expect Great Things from him in the near
>future. I really *should* try Black Milk but now I'll have to scout
>library booksales/shelves for a copy.
>
>What did you think of The Remarkables?

I thought that _The Remarkables_ was a satisfying read, but that it was not
extraordinary.  In all of his works, Reed exhibits a startling imagination,
perhaps more so than any other sf writer I can think of but, in some of his
more minor works, he doesn't add the philsophical/moral/whatever type of
speculation that would make the work great.

The folks at Tor assure me I will like his next book, which they will
publish.  It is coming out in June, I think (Patrick will no doubt correct
me if I am wrong).  I hope that Tor will be able to give him the publicity
that Questar and Spectra did not - I think their lack of support is one
reason why he is relatively little known.

I've read two of Wilson's books, and liked them both okay (his first two
novels), but they were rather too placid for me.  I have one or two other
of his books, and plan to try him again.  I never would have thought of the
two as similar, so you've got me thinking there.  Reed reminds me a little
of one-time novelist Ted Reynolds (_The Tides of God_) and Jack McDevitt.

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 13:49:12 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robert Reed

mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage) writes:
>The folks at Tor assure me I will like his next book, which they will
>publish.  It is coming out in June, I think (Patrick will no doubt correct
>me if I am wrong).  I hope that Tor will be able to give him the publicity
>that Questar and Spectra did not - I think their lack of support is one
>reason why he is relatively little known.

BEYOND THE VEIL OF STARS is just off-press; look for it on the shelves
soon.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 22:43:40 GMT
From: dambik@fnalo.fnal.gov (Ed Dambik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robert Reed

mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage) writes::
> I thought that _The Remarkables_ was a satisfying read, but that it was
> not extraordinary.  In all of his works, Reed exhibits a startling
> imagination, perhaps more so than any other sf writer I can think of but,
> in some of his more minor works, he doesn't add the
> philsophical/moral/whatever type of speculation that would make the work
> great.

While I too enjoy Reed's imaginative and philsophical speculations, I find
I enjoy his portrayals of complex, 3 dimensional characters even more.

> I hope that Tor will be able to give him the publicity that Questar and
> Spectra did not - I think their lack of support is one reason why he is
> relatively little known.

Bantam Spectra?

> I've read two of Wilson's books, and liked them both okay (his first two
> novels), but they were rather too placid for me.  I have one or two other
> of his books, and plan to try him again.  I never would have thought of
> the two as similar, so you've got me thinking there.

I found each to make use of complex characters and imaginative situations.
The difference between the two writers is more one of focus. Wilson seems
to spend more time exploring his characters than the philosophic angles.
The ingredients are there in both writers' works, just the mix is
different.

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 14:45:23 GMT
From: cc697@cleveland.freenet.edu (Eric Oppen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: J. Neil Schulman

What is J. Neil Schulman doing these days?  I remember reading somewhere
that he had FINALLY gotten his third novel written.  Has anybody seen it?
Please e-mail me with info.  

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 17:48:57 GMT
From: schillin@spock.usc.edu (John Schilling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: J. Neil Schulman

cc697@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Eric Oppen) writes:
>What is J. Neil Schulman doing these days?  I remember reading somewhere
>that he had FINALLY gotten his third novel written. Has anybody seen it?
>Please e-mail me with info.

I ran into him last week, and he seemed to be devoting a great deal of his
time to the defense of the RKBA (Right to Keep and Bear Arms).  Given
recent events in DC, it seems reasonable that anyone with even a passing
interest in the subject would be putting damn near everything else on hold
for the moment.  Hell, even Heinlein would probably take a break from
fiction if he were still alive.

At any rate, he made no mention of a new novel, but has recently published
a non-fiction book on the subject of gun control, titled "Stopping Power:
Why 70 Million Americans Own Guns".  Haven't finished reading my copy yet,
so I can't give a review, but this may be what you are thinking of as a
'third novel'.

John Schilling
University of Southern California
Aerospace Engineering Department
schillin@spock.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 02:50:22 GMT
From: nebus@ruphys.rutgers.edu (Joseph Nebus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: S. Michael Swann's "Forests Of The Night" (Possibly mild spoiler)

   I'm sure somebody else has read this one.

   I don't know about the other person, but I liked this book. It wasn't
great science fiction, and the conspiracy got me absolutely, completely
confused, but it was fun.

   Good points: it featured genetic engineering yet the technology was NOT
the villain.

   It moved very quickly and really did not waste too much space.

   I liked the setting (future Cleveland), which was unusual enough to be
worth a read. If it was set in New York or Los Angeles or Washington, D.C.
the book wouldn't have been nearly as much fun. I mean, who places a
detective story in Cleveland?

   The look-and-feel was (for me) extremely reminiscent of Asimov's "The
Caves Of Steel." There are much worse books with which to share a
look-and-feel.

   Bad points: the conspiracy (as I mentioned) was even less understandable
than the whole Whitewater nonsense, and the more the author tried to
explain it the more confused I got.

   It badly telegraphed its "punch line." Admittedly I'm getting rather
jaded to this sort of thing, but the INSTANT somebody in a book mentions
any of the levo-rotary compounds, I know: (1) Space Warp or (2)
Extraterrestrials.  Unfortunately, there really isn't any way around that
without hiding critical facts from the reader, which would have been
completely unfair.

   I'll accept to get through the story, but I cannot believe that genetic
engineering would be used to bring animals up to human intelligence AND
THEN the upgraded animals, called moreaus (get it?) would get U.S.
citizenship while adapted human beings, called franks (get it?) would not.

   Ambiguous points: the decline of federalism as depicted in the book; I
couldn't believe the several states successfully withdrawing power from our
federal union. The tenth amendment is one of those bits nobody cares about,
like the vice-presidency.

   The Cute Jokes: moreaus, franks, etc.. On the one hand they're useful
and reasonable; on the other hand, they're a little too obvious. (On the
third hand I know if I were writing this novel I'd be tempted to use them
and so it really isn't fair for me to blame the author for doing what I
probably would have done myself, at least in the first draft.)

   Comments? Feedback? Anything?

Joseph Nebus

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 22:09:39 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Antony Swithin:The Nine Gods of Safaddne

Antony Swithin: The Nine Gods of Safaddne

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

Antony Swithin, when he was a boy in England, made up a land called
Rockall, which was in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean.  He continued to
elaborate on it, even as an adult, until somebody said, "Why don't you
write stories about it?"  So he did, and now he says there's no stopping
him.

The Perilous Quest For Lyonesse is the first cycle of stories.  It follows
Simon Branthwaite, whose father and brother left England around the time of
Hotspur for a mysterious land called Lyonesse.  Lyonesse is on Rockall, but
nobody is sure where.  Simon sets off to join them, taking the only ship he
can, to a place called Sandastre, where they haven't even heard of
Lyonesse.  For the next three books, he searches for it, and in this book
finally finds it and is reunited with his family.

The writing is in a slightly archaic style - not archaic language, but the
writing reminds me of some 18th-century adventure novel, which is no doubt
what Swithin is imitating.  And Swithin falls into the inevitable trap of
thse who know the world of their writing too well - he spends pages
digressing into the minutest, most painfully detailed descriptions of how
the various cultures function, the whole book grinding to a halt as he does
so.  Generally, he will spend about the first half of the book on this,
then the second half foiling some evil plot, and then moving on to the next
stop on their tour of Rockall.

The third book in the series, _The Winds of The Wastelands_, was the freest
of this problem, since they spent their time traveling through lands that
were deserted, and had to figure things out for themselves instead of
getting a huge dump of exposition by the author.  But things went back to
normal with this one; we go, once again, into minute detail about all
things Safaddnese.  Swithin has sure done his homework, but this falls into
the category of "I've Suffered For My Writing, Now It's Your Turn" from
time to time.

To make matters worse, rarely do Simon and his friends actually have
_problems_.  You know that the author is too soft-hearted to do anything
really mean to them, and he never really does.  Just _one_ death among his
friends might have spiced things up a bit.

And in this book, the gods of the title, although their existence is not
accepted by the Christian main characters, seem nonetheless to make
themselves felt...by coming out of the machine everytime there _does_ get
to be some tension.

I thought that the series would end here.  But apparently, at the end,
Simon and his friend Avran (prince of Sandastre) decide to go back to
Sandastre, where Avran's sister, who is also Simon's fiancee, awaits. But
they decide to go back by a different route.  Why?  Clearly, so that the
author can show us some realms he hasn't yet managed to...

I'm hoping that, eventually, Swithin will settle down and tell us some
stories.  The germs of them are visible in the books so far, but he
obviously needs to get us intimately familiar with every aspect of the
world in which they occur, first...

I would actually be interested to see the series become more of an
alternate history.  How would the presence of Rockall affect European, and
American, history?  I somehow doubt Swithin will get too heavily into this
matter, but one can hope...

Author:     Swithin, Antony
Title:      The Nine Gods of Safaddne
Publisher:  Fontana
City:       London
Date:       Copyright 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-00-617855-3
Comments:   GBP4.99, AUD10.95, NZD15.95, CAD6.95
Pages:      270pp, pb
Series:     Perilous Quest For Lyonesse
Volume:     Book 4

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 03:09:01 GMT
From: atp@christa.unh.edu (Andrew T Piskorski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _2041_  "selected and edited" by Jane Yolen

_2041_  selected and edited by Jane Yolen  ISBN: 0-440-21898-5

One story each by Connie Willis, Nancy Springer, Carol Farley, Anne
McCaffrey, Patricia A. McKillip, Joe Haldeman, Kara Dalkey, Jane Yolen,
Resa Nelson and David Alexander Smith, Peg Kerr, Susan Shwartz, and Bruce
Coville.

I discovered after purchase that it was apparently intended as juvenile
fiction.  As a juvenile I read both "juvenile" and normal fiction, and
despite some truly excellent books, found the average quality of the
so-called "juveniles" significantly lower.  _2041_ continues on in this
tradition.

I'm surprised that the same person who wrote _Dragon's Blood_, which I
remember as being at least decent, could come up with such an insipid
collection.  If these really are "12 Top Science Fiction Writers" as the
cover claims, they're definitely slacking off here.  The first story is
simply trash, frustrating merely wading through its 19 pages, and the best
is probably Haldeman's "If I had the Wings of an Angel", but at 6 pages
it's hardly worth buying the book for, especially since there's not a
single really good story in the whole thing.

I bought the thing principly because of seeing Haldeman's name along with
McCaffrey's, and also perhaps Springer's.

I've never read anything bad by Haldeman, and he lived up to that
expectation at least.  McCaffrey followed her pattern of writing quite
mediocre as well as great books.  Springer, whose stuff (what little I've
read of it) I've found at least interesting, didn't do that well.
McKillip, whose story here however wasn't bad, further strengthened my view
that her cover-blurb and about-the-author reputation vastly outstrips her
actual accomplishments.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	   Television - Highlander (5 msgs) & SeaQuest (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 21:41:47 GMT
From: gbilney@library.unt.edu (Gene Bilney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander

Are there any Highlander fans out there who can tell me what happens to the
immortal's body after being beheaded and the Quickening leaves?  Is it just
withered away or just like any body, it bleeds all over the place? Also,
does Gregory Widens plan on publishing this series? Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 03:35:20 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander

gbilney@library.unt.edu wrote:
>Are there any Highlander fans out there who can tell me what happens to
>the immortal's body after being beheaded and the Quickening leaves?  Is it
>just withered away or just like any body, it bleeds all over the place?
>Also, does Gregory Widens plan on publishing this series? Thanks

There doesn't seem to be much blood.  In the series pilot, when Slan Quince
was beheaded, there were just sparks shooting out of his neck.  Also, the
swords aren't bloody after a beheading.  On the other hand, there was a lot
of blood when Alexei Voshin was decapitated by his boat's propeller, but
that may have been because his body was being chopped up, too.

The bodies apparently stay put.  We sometimes see them during the
quickening, and in the early part of the series (early last season) they
were found by police, Duncan buried one, etc..  However, they haven't been
mentioned in ages.

Gregory Widen wrote the screenplay for the first Highlander movie.  As far
as I know, he is not involved with the series at all, although he does
appear in the credits each week as a "based on the characters of" or
something like that.  He might have actually sold his rights to Highlander
(I don't know if he did, though), but I doubt he'd be publishing anything
on the series in any case.

There was/is a British novelization of the first Highlander movie that some
dedicated fans have actually gotten their mitts on.  The one who posted a
review of it to the LISTSERV said it was pretty bad.  Gregory Widen didn't
write it, though.  What he wrote was an original screenplay.

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 01:42:44 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: highlander

Patrick B Bjork (bjork@BADLANDS.NODAK.EDU) wrote:
>I hope this isn't too trivial a post: My wife is a _Highlander_ devotee
>but she suspects the production staff has lost control of the show.
>According to her, they are overcompensating for the loss of the original
>female lead so that currently there are entirely too many new characters,
>too many plot lines, too many loose ends. As a result, the show has lost
>its focus. Does anyone have any thoughts on these criticisms?

I think there might have been some truth to that the early part of this
season.  Not only did the female lead leave, but this situation was
resolved by having her die and the remaining co-star become immortal,
reducing him from a regular to a recurring character, and adding 2 new
recurring characters, one of whom was replaced in mid-season.  I agree
things were a bit disjointed.  Couple that with the fact that except for
the co-star, NONE of the recurring characters from the previous season came
back, although 2 of the guest stars did.

However, things have been a lot smoother in the second half of the season,
with some really good episodes.  Also, the word on renewal for the second
season came very late, leading to some last-minute scrambling.  The
planning for the 3rd season is being done in a far more orderly fashion.
So it should be better.

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 05:51:48 GMT
From: dk738@cleveland.freenet.edu (David F. Fink)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL: Prodigal Son    *SPOILERS*   (long)

SPOILERS:

   Another good episode.  We find out a little bit more about Richie's life
as an immortal and some similarities between himself and Duncan (at least
in this situation).  Comments follow.

1) Richie.  We finally catch up to him after his rather abrupt dismissal by
Duncan in Under Color Of Authority.  We find out that he's being stalked by
an evil immortal that kills anyone Richie comes in contact with and framing
him for the killings.  He goes running back to Duncan because he didn't
know where else to go.  When the police finally catch up to him, they
arrest him and charge him with the murders of Richie's unfortunate
contacts.  With Mac's help, however, he gets cleared of all the charges
against him.
   Good character development here.  Richie is starting to experience life
on his own as an immortal.  We even get to see his first flashback
(granted, it was just him sensing another immortal in the room and getting
up with a flashlight, only to find his friend dead from a sword wound but,
hey, it was his first flashback.  Give him a few centuries, they'll get
better.  :) ).  He's finding out that life as an immortal is no bowl of
cherries.  When he finally shows up at Mac's barge, you could feel the
tension between them.  The way they just walked the length of the barge
without moving toward one another was very symbolic; it may have served to
emphasize the "gap" between Mac and Richie in Richie's mind, and Richie
literally took steps to close that gap.
   We also find out that Mac did NOT hate Richie for killing Mako in UCoA.
At least, that's the way I see it.  Mac just said that friends don't always
have to agree on everything in order to remain friends.  That told me that,
though Duncan didn't agree with Richie's actions, he was still his friend.
Mac's willingness to help Richie showed that.
   The scene on the bridge at the end of the show was a good closer, IMHO.
The bottle of cognac Duncan would've shared with one friend so long ago, he
can now share with another friend.  I don't know about the rest of you out
there, but when Mac and Richie were drinking from that bottle, I just
couldn't help but think "now, it's Miller time!".  :)

2) Duncan.  We find out a little bit more about his past (like we do in
each episode).  The similarities between Duncan's meeting up with Hyde and
Richie's experiences were uncanny, right down to the phrases being exactly
the same.  Maybe that's why Duncan won't give up on Richie.  He sees
himself in him, and he wants to help him the same way Connor helped Duncan.
   We also meet up with another one of Duncan's friends (teacher, maybe ?),
Segur (sp?).  We don't see much of him in this episode, but he seemed very
wise, kind of like Rebecca in Legacy.  I don't think they should've written
him out so quickly like that, but maybe we'll find out about him in future
episodes through Duncan's flashbacks.  If he was that important to Duncan,
he certainly should be remembered.
   I was kind of surprised to see how clumsy a swordsman Duncan was when he
and Hyde met for the first time.  It must have been shortly after Duncan's
becoming immortal, seeing as Mac was still asking around for him to those
country people (probably to warn him).  The ease with which Hyde beat him
would tend to confirm this theory.
   When Hyde met Duncan on the rooftop for what he thought was a sword
fight, I didn't know at first that Mac was just setting him up.  When
Duncan wouldn't fight back, then I knew that the police were in on the
meeting.  Very clever way to make Hyde confess to the killings and free
Richie.  Their first meeting by the barge seemed to be just so that Hyde
could brag to Duncan about how he chased young immortals back to their
teachers and then kill the teachers.  I never thought that Mac's retreating
from the fight was a sign of weakness or cowardice (heaven forbid!).  To
tell you the truth, I didn't think anything of it until Richie mentioned
that it might've been because Mac was afraid that he couldn't take him.
When Mac explained things to him, then I understood.

3) Hyde.  Another well-played evil immortal.  Yet another graduate of the
Xavier St. Cloud School of immortals.  Cold, cruel, calculating; the kind
of immortal we've come to expect: the kind you love to boo.
   One complaint about Hyde, though.  In one scene, we see him using a gun
to shoot the heads of statues.  From what I saw, he was quite good.  When
he and Duncan meet for the final fight, I kind of expected him to try and
shoot Duncan in the head and then take his Quickening.  Don't get me wrong,
I didn't want anything to happen to Duncan, but I was disappointed that he
didn't at least try.  It would've been interesting.  Oh well.  :(

4) The sword fight and Quickening.  Another good sword fight.  These actors
must train for long hours and days in order to make it look that good.  The
floor shot just as the fight was starting was an interesting twist.  I
thought when I saw all of that stuff in the room that that was where the
Quickening would take place.  Wrong.
   I was sort of expecting more from this sword fight.  I don't know what,
but something was missing.
   The Quickening was another good one.  No cheap background visual
effects, and the Quickening stayed on Duncan this time.  The fireworks in
the background during the event were breathtaking.  They broke the budget
on this one.  The Quickening seemed to take a lot out of Mac, even more
than usual.  Maybe Hyde's evil was what did it.

   Overall, a very good episode.  Good character development and another
good Quickening.

Until next time.  Comments welcome.

df

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 07:46:00 GMT
From: dk738@cleveland.freenet.edu (David F. Fink)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL: Prodigal Son  ( more  *SPOILERS* )

More SPOILERS below.

Some items I unintentionally omitted from my original review.

5) The lady inspector.  Why did the writers have to make her such a
hard-nose ?  (By the way, this is NOT a slam against strong female
characters).  She could have at least listened to what Duncan had to say.
But she probably just saw him as someone who was sticking his nose where it
didn't belong, and told him to buzz off.
   But, if this was the case, why did she show up at the rooftop sword
fight?  What did Duncan say to her to convince her to come?  She all but
dismissed him during most of the show.  Why the sudden turnaround?  I think
maybe because Duncan promised to deliver the real killer and the murder
weapon if she did.  She might have thought it was worth the risk, since
Richie's sword being clean of any stain of blood sort of ruined its value
as evidence.  :) And, if Mac's lead was a dead end, she still had Richie in
jail.  She probably figured she had nothing to lose.
  
2a) The writers kept us wondering through most of the show whether Richie
would kill Hyde or would leave it up to Duncan to do the honors.  It wasn't
until Duncan left the barge that we knew it would be him that would kill
Hyde.  Richie's comment to Duncan about hating to drink alone, and Mac
saying that he hated it too showed yet another similarity between the two
characters in this episode.
   The final scene on the bridge.  When Richie said that he should have
been the one to kill Hyde, and then Mac said "I saw him first", I almost
laughed.  Mac was right.  He DID see Hyde first.  Granted, it WAS a few
centuries before Richie was born, but the saying still holds true.  :)

   One final note: In my original review, I might have given some of you
the impression that Duncan was looking for Hyde (according to the way I
wrote the opinion) when he stopped to talk to the country people.  I meant
to say that he was looking for Connor, not Hyde.  I humbly apologize for
any confusion this may have caused.

There.  I think I've covered everything now.  I'm sure somebody out there
will let me know if I've missed anything else.  :)

Additional comments welcome, as always.

Until next time.

df

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 17:56:38 GMT
From: mlanthie@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Mr. Ennui)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 05/06 seaQuest: thoughts

Hit the dirt!  Spoilers!

   What I liked about this episode:
   -Certainly more coherant and unified than last week's, fitting fairly
well into the one-hour time frame.  No useless little subplots to screw
things up.
   -"Uh, on second thought, I guess I should be grateful just to be here."
Ba-dum! :)
   -Alien encounter was fairly original.  The ship being there for a
million years was a nice change from the usual portrayal of such
encounters.  The insubstantial alien was also different.
   -Alien is "alien": writers resisted temptation to be stupid and give it
an easy way of communating with the crew: "Hello!  I've been monitoring
your primitive communications systems, and am thus fluent in 130 of your
languages."
   What I didn't like about the episode:
   -They're here for the dolphin...what a tremendous surprise!  They can
communicate with the dolphins...what a shocker!  I hate these
Darwin-centric episodes.
   -Cliched knee-jerk military mentality: "It's unknown and different.
Gee, I guess we'd better blow it up!"  Second, why is this the military's
responsibility?  Wouldn't the situation be put under the control of a
representative of Earth, such as the UEO prez?
   -They encounter alien life and the military/government sends over ONE
"expert"????  I don't think so.
   -The boarding party: again, I don't think so.  It might be a good idea
to send over some people who actually have skills that are somewhat
pertinent to the situation: i.e., scientists.  But of course, that would
mean that our heroes would not be part of it.

   All in all, not as bad as I'd feared.  The really interesting thing was
the crew's decision to keep the knowledge of the alien to themselves, and
to make themselves responsible for the whole situation.  This struck me as
being somewhat out of character for many of the regulars.  Of course,
you've got General KILLSHOOTMANGLE up above, but I can't believe that
something like this would be his responsibility.  Surely this would be
handled by the UN.  Hence, Bridger's decision seems really illogical and
more than a little immoral.  Sure, a lot of people might react to the news
negatively and fear invasion, etc. but, most people probably would not.  Is
it fair to keep this information to themselves?  No!  It seems to be
Bridger and Westphalen would have been eager to let the news spread,
especially to the scientific community.  Any thoughts?
   Also, what was the deal when the alien was first aboard the boat?  What
was the point of popping all over the place and capturing people?  BTW, was
_anyone_ really surprised to find that all those crewpeople weren't really
dead? :)

mlanthie@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 11:02:22 GMT
From: d_pilato@vssi.trw.com (Dean C. Pilato)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: 05/06 seaQuest: thoughts

Spoilers!

   Okay, so we have this alien civilization a million (MILLION!) years
ahead of us. They can build interGALACTIC starships over a mile long. They
have mastered the secret of teleportation. They probably even have (gasp)
electric cars. But what's this? They can't *communicate* with us? A teenage
kid can make sense of their signal, but their drones stand around and tilt
their heads.
 And the drones! They don't know the difference between a camera and a gun.
The Quest can scan the alien ship for lifeforms, but the aliens can't scan
a camera and figure out that it's not a weapon. They understand Dolphin,
but not Human.

 The biggest problem with this episode is that within a million years that
alien culture would have expanded and colonized the entire galaxy, unless
their sex drive is about nonexistent, or they have some *kind* of mandatory
birth control.

Whew. Okay, flame off. It wasn't that bad, and I think we all realize at
this stage of the game that we're not going to get hard science out of
Quest. All we can hope for is for them to keep the inconsistencies to a
reasonable level.

Dean

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 13:32:26 GMT
From: lwv26@cas.org (Larry W. Virden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SQ: Question on ending

1. The 'alien' that was being discussed was a hologram and not the real
thing. 

2. According to one of the crew, when the aliens arrived, they were trying
to communicate with the dolphins, not with us.  What do you suppose they
would think to arrive and find that we are keeping the ones with whom they
were communicating with in large tanks and forcing them to entertain us.

3. As for the length of time till we find out, the signal will take quite
some time to get there, but the return trip would not - and of course if
there is some sort of radio repeating station sitting out there in space
waiting for a signal heading their way, we could see the aliens next season
(that is, if the sub is still around then).

Larry W. Virden
674 Falls Place
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068-1614
lvirden@cas.org

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	Television - Star Trek (3 msgs) & Lois and Clark (3 msgs) &
                     X-Files (5 msgs) & Friday the 13th &
                     Land of the Lost (5 msgs) & The Storyteller (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 17:23:55 GMT
From: rwh4+@pitt.edu (Richard W Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TNG manufactured endings

egross@mailer.fsu.edu (Eric Gross) writes:
>>Is it just me, or have the endings for the Next Generation lately seemed
>>forced? The cast and crew spend 45 minutes building up a great story, and
>>then let it all fall apart in the last 15 minutes by having Picard wear a
>>mask and talk a poseesed Data out of destroying the ship, or having a
>>character revealed not to be Picard's son; or having another character
>>revealed to be Worf's son from the future.
>
>No! It's not just you!  For the past two years I've thought ST-NG was
>getting long on development and short and artificial on resolution.

My wife and I noticed this as the first big difference between B5 and
ST:TNG.  We were watching "Infection", and it got to the point where the
Guardian creature (whatever) self-destructed, and then they went to a
commercial.  I remember looking at the clock on the VCR, expecting it to be
7:58 or so, because I'm so conditioned to think that the problem gets
solved in the last 5 minutes of the episode.  It was something like 7:45!
We couldn't believe it.  Then the show continued.  "My god!" we both
thought.  "They're actually cleaning up loose ends!"

One of the reasons B5 has supplanted ST:TNG/DS9 and the one TV show we will
go out of our way to NOT miss.

Richard Harris
Univ of Pittsburgh
rwh4+@pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 22:07:56 GMT
From: chaos@yar.cs.wisc.edu (Mostly Harmless)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TNG manufactured endings

Anthony Taylor <FNATT@elmer.alaska.edu> wrote:
[Regarding a STNG episode where Picard learns he has a kid, but at the end
we learn that the kid isn't really Picard's.]

>Actually, I rather liked that the kid wasn't Picard's.  One of the best
>recent episodes, IMHO.  When I saw the previews, I couldn't stop thinking
>about The Wrath of Kahn.  Or, better, TSFS.  "He killed... my son!"  I was
>rather happy they took the better way out.

The better way out?  It just struck me as weak.  My idea of a good plot is
one where a character (Picard) is confronted with a problem (an unknown
offspring) and is forced to deal this the problem or accept the change in
lifestyle as a result.  The, well, I guess he's not your kid so all the
tension up to this point is void, bothered me.

As to a name for this syndrome, my friends and I have dubbed it the
"5-minute syndrome".  We have discovered that you can turn on STNG 5
minutes before the end (approximately 11:52pm here) and understand
everything that is going on and catch the entire resolution.

Ah well, B5 has problems too, heck, any show does.  That's why I try to
watch B5, STNG, DS9, and a few other shows that don't abbreviate so well.

Alan De Smet
chaos@yar.cs.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 16:16:11 GMT
From: BECK@jila.colorado.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deep Space 9--general reactions

In answer to whoever asked, yes I do enjoy Deep Space 9; it doesn't inspire
mad devotion but neither does anything else.  Something about DS9 that sort
of bugs me, however, is their tendency to recycle good reliable plots from
other genres.  My family talks about episodes not by name but by the plot
reference: there has been a "Casablanca" story, a "Man in the Glass Booth"
story, and the most recent episode was the "John LeCarre" story.  Then
there are more episodes which are not such clear re-workings of other
tales, but which could be done anywhere and anywhen, like the tales of
collaboration and corruption during the Cardassian occupation that could
just as well be done in East Germany today.  Now I'm not really
complaining: "Casablanca" is a great story and I enjoyed that show
immensely.  But I have to wonder, is it SF?

S. Beck 

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 21:51:02 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois and Clark

I seriously doubt that Lex Luthor is really dead, or, if he is, that he'll
stay that way.  A posting on the alt.tv.lois-n-clark board mentioned that
John Shea appeared on a TV cooking show (?)  and said he'd been called back
for L & C filming starting in July.

Though apparently, if he does return he'll be more like the "old" Luthor of
the comic books - a known criminal and open enemy of Superman and
civilization, rather than an outwardly respectable tycoon.

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 22:30:50 GMT
From: aa396@cleveland.freenet.edu (Bill Henley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lois & Clark (5/8) -  *SPOILERS*  (long)

I interpreted Clark's "I can't" as meaning that he was still affected by
the Kryptonite and unable to fly up to save Luthor.  Recall that in "Green,
Green Glow of Home" it took him hours to fully recover his powers after
Kryptonite exposure.  As the ultimate "good guy," I don't think Clark would
intentionally have let his secret identity concerns or his dislike for
Luthor keep him from saving a life.

Bill Henley

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 01:46:00 GMT
From: michael.heser@dscmail.com (Michael Heser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L&C 5/08

dk738@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (David F. Fink) writes:
>8) The ending.  Another of the few saving graces.  So many questions
>arise: what did Luthor tap into the computer just before he jumped?  I
>think it was the order to have his body stolen after death in order to be
>cloned. That way, Luthor could have virtual immortality.  Not of the
>ordinary for a twisted mind like his.  His little tribute to James Cagney
>("top of the world") was right on target.
>
>When Clark saw Luthor falling, then said "I can't", a number of
>possibilities come to mind.  Was he still too weak from the Kryptonite to
>save him, couldn't he save him but Lois was there, or did his innate sense
>of justice tell him that Luthor brought this on himself, and he refused to
>save him? I tend to believe the first option, although any one of them is
>valid.
>
>Also, in the end, Luthor cheated the Planet people out of the greatest
>story the world has seen, the downfall of Lex Luthor, his suicide, and the
>possible crumbling of his empire.  Who knows, maybe Luthor thought it was
>worth it.

I think we saw a different episode. 

I though it was good follow up to the first part. But I think you missed
something.

Who stepped on the bouquet of flowers on the sidewalk? Luthor maybe?
They already showed his capability to clone. He had himself cloned, then 
stole the cloned body from the morgue to cover his tracks.

Also, I don't think there was any question the Clark was to weak to save
Luthor. Last time he encounterd Kryptonite it stole his powers for most of
the show.

I agree with the problem with Jack. They didn't know what to do and solved
it easily with a quick escape.

I'll look forward to what they do with it next year.

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 16:43:36 GMT
From: plmoses@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paul L. Moses)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What's up with XFiles?

Hey, will there be another season of the XFiles, or not?

SPOILER

On last night's show, Muldur told Scully that the XFiles project has been
shut down.  Since this is the season finale, is this the end?  Or was this
done when the producers really didn't know whether they got another season
or not?  I seem to remember people saying that XFiles *was* renewed, but I
don't see anything now...

I've just started watching it the past few weeks, and really enjoy it.
Sort of like a cross between Night Stalker (slightly less scary), Night
Gallery, and In Search Of (plus a little Dragnet for good measure!).  It's
fun TV and it would be a shame if it was gone already...

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 17:50:03 GMT
From: al008c@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Friday)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What's up with XFiles?

plmoses@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paul L. Moses) writes:
>Hey, will there be another season of the XFiles, or not?

   I am glad you enjoy the show...:)

I am happy to say that YES, it was picked up for the second season, and we
will definitely see the show back in September. Meanwhile enjoy the
reruns... hopefully they will allow everybody to catch up with this great
new show..:)

As to the ending... well.. it's TV..:) I am sure the season opener will
shed some light on what's going to be happening through the second
season...:) Untill then all we can do is wait and speculate..:)

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 21:09:00 GMT
From: ENGMJA@engensvr.ltec.com ("Aylor, Mark")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-files:Please say it's not over!

*** WARNING! WARNING! MAJOR TOXIC SPOILERS!    ***
   _DO NOT_ READ THIS IF YOU HAVE NOT SEEN THE EPISODE YET!

Just saw the season finale of X-files. What a _GREAT_ episode! The suspense
was INCREDIBLE! It started with the intro credits for god's sake! They
changed them from the usual ending of "The Truth is out There" to "Trust No
One". What a fantastic touch! The action was FAST! It started with the
first scene and didn't ever let up! Everything about it makes this by far
my favorite episode. What a season finale! What a great show!

My only problem is: PLEASE! SOMEONE TELL ME IT ISN'T OVER! PLEASE TELL ME
THAT IT WAS RENEWED FOR NEXT YEAR! The way it was concluded, was kind of
like, well, this is it people. The X-files project has been closed. Mulder
and Scully are to be broken up and reassigned to other departments. Mulder
may go on and continue his search, but it will be something he can do only
in his spare time. Scully may be a believer now (maybe, we won't know until
next season, if there is one), but I don't think she's the type to risk her
job and reputation in unsupported work like Mulder would.

Please someone at FOX or who knows someone there (or whatever), please tell
me that the show will go on next year!

Mark J. Aylor
maylor@ltec.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 09:00:21 GMT
From: lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-Filed: Deep Throat gets blown away

I was kind of disappointed that (spoilers ahead ...)

Scully found that frozen alien infant (?) with the typical ufo-alien eyes
and head-shape (kind of like DSV, no?).  I've enjoyed the way they've tried
(at least in some of the episodes) to say "maybe, maybe not".  Even in the
"Ice" episode where there is a real, indisputable alien life form, it's
pretty self-contained, not implying anything too big.  But now all the
standard UFO mythology lands squarely on Scully's head, and we're stuck
with it.  I'm not real happy about the series having committed itself to
this road.

Re plausibility: could Deep Throat really get Scully into that facility
without giving himself up?  Why *wouldn't* he expect *all three of them* to
be shot? (and why *did* they let Mulder and Scully survive?)

Otherwise, I'm sorry that they killed off the university biochemist
(geneticist?).  She could have been an interesting character.

Michael Lichter
UCLA Department of Sociology
lichter@nicco.sscnet.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 19:23:57 GMT
From: cliff@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Cliff K Chen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-files:Please say it's not over!

ENGMJA@engensvr.ltec.COM ("Aylor, Mark") writes:
>My only problem is: PLEASE! SOMEONE TELL ME IT ISN'T OVER! PLEASE TELL ME
>THAT IT WAS RENEWED FOR NEXT YEAR! The way it was concluded, was kind of

Excerpt from alt.tv.x-files 20 Questions...

Q:  Is _The X-Files_ in danger of being cancelled?
A:  No, the show is one of FOX's strongest additions of the past year and
    has been renewed for a second season.

Cliff Chen
cliff@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 06:10:30 GMT
From: eg263@cleveland.freenet.edu (Adrienne Lewis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Friday the 13th - The Series

I'm interested in the show Friday the 13th - The Series.  It's now run on
the Sci-Fi channel on Saturday nights.  It's a program originally done in
Canada about "cursed objects".  It' stars Robey and John D. LeMay.  Anyone
familiar with it...?

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 00:58:12 GMT
From: mcirvin@husc8.harvard.edu (Matt McIrvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Land of the Lost

ak453@FreeNet.Carleton.CA (Kevin Lightburn) writes:
>Did anyone else get a kick out of this show when you were young?  I loved
>it! Now they have an updated version I saw on Saturday.  Better special
>effects and makeup but doesn't have the atmosphere the first series had.

I miss the flickery dinosaurs; they don't flicker nearly enough in the new
series, or turn into lame hand-puppets in close-up.  And the Sleestaks are
nowhere near as menacing as they were.

Actually, the old stop-motion dinosaurs really weren't bad at all; the
frame rate is just a little low.

I highly recommend renting old episodes of Land of the Lost on video -
they're hilarious viewing: cheeseball acting and dialogue, an outrageously
goofy premise (but what do you expect from Sid and Marty Krofft?) and
scripts that were sometimes by famous SF writers in search of a quick buck!
The one by Larry Niven with the Confederate soldier (who somehow became
trapped in the Land of the Lost *with* his cannon) is particularly surreal.
Eons ago I remember being quite taken with the episode in which Holly goes
flipping randomly through space and time in one of the pylons, especially
the bit with the hopping box on springs.

The show was high entertainment of a sort only Sid and Marty could produce.
My sister was addicted to it when she was very little; she called it "Scary
Dinosaur Show" and seemed particularly fond of the big toothy meat-eaters.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 01:59:22 GMT
From: eglover@pinyon.libre.com (Eugene Glover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Land of the Lost

Having recently re-watched the old series, I can say that the first season
(despite some stupid dialog, low budgets, etc.) was really above-average
for its type of TV...  but, boy did it get bad in the second and third
season...

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 23:24:50 GMT
From: gberigan@cse.unl.edu (Greg Berigan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Land of the Lost

Watch The Sci-Fi Channel at 8:30AM EDT.  They are showing the original at
that time slot.

The last season, when they replaced the father with an uncle, was
particularly terrible.  They threw out so many parts of the old show that
it wasn't the same.

I saw the episode MEDUSA from that season, and it screamed, "Yes, this
really is the same show, really, see?" when they referred to older episodes
like when Cha-ka threw Will's only fishing pole into the water and the
Confederate soldier appeared again, but in statuesque form thanks to the
character of Medusa in that episode, complete with cannon.

I cannot and WILL not watch the new show, if only for the depictions of the
Sleestak.  The old ones used to give me nightmares and these never could.

Greg Berigan
gberigan@cse.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 10:54:39 GMT
From: hughe881@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Mark Hughes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Land of the Lost

Matt McIrvin (mcirvin@husc8.harvard.edu) writes:
>And the Sleestaks are nowhere near as menacing as they were.

  No kidding - the Sleestak and their weird technologies and culture *made*
the show...  the rest of it stunk, but they added the good SF bits it
desperately needed to live...  (well, Sid & Marty Krofft could sell
anything, witness Gomer Pyle-as-robot...)  I've only seen a few episodes of
the new series, and I was revolted - maybe it's my memory (I was pretty
young at the time), but this one seems *LAME*.  <sigh> Reminiscence just
isn't what it used to be, though, is it?

Mark Hughes

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 12:55:04 GMT
From: ak453@freenet.carleton.ca (Kevin Lightburn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Land of the Lost

I remember one episode where the uncle or father or whoever that guy was,
was captured by the Sleestacks (was their hissing scary or what?) and was
thrown into that misty pit to be sacrificed. I was maybe 7 or 8 but I was
scared. I loved it!

Kevin Lightburn

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 01:57:54 GMT
From: cjackson@alfred.ccs.carleton.ca (Charles Jackson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Storyteller (Jim Henson)

Did anyone watch Jim Henson's TV series "The Storyteller"?  I thought it
was one of the best things shows I've ever seen on TV.  I like fantasy, and
I thought this show did this genre excellently. Excellent writing by
Anthony Minghella, beautiful visuals and music, and an excellent
"Storyteller" portrayed by John Hurt (with his dog!).  I never saw all of
them because the show was broadcast at various times... Sometimes alone,
and sometimes at the end of Henson's "The Jim Henson Hour".  Does anyone
know what became of it?  Are there any shows on video, or anywhere?  Any
information would be great!  Thanks!

Charley

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 09:53:54 GMT
From: jogle@mr-hyde.aoc.nrao.edu (Jim Ogle (Ks. Jim))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Storyteller (Jim Henson)

I would think that some of the episodes are available on video somewhere
but I've never seen any myself.  I think Nickelodeon has occasionally shown
The Jim Henson Hour but I seem to keep coming across the same episode
(where Henson explains how they create the Muppets and all the effects in
their shows) so they may just be showing that one instead of the series.

Jim Ogle
NRAO-VLBA
Socorro New Mexico
jogle@aoc.nrao.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Television - Battlestar Galactica & Buck Rogers &
                          Starman & Planet of the Apes Cartoon &
                          Japanimation (6 msgs) & TekWar (2 msgs) &
                          Viper

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Apr 94 22:19:51 GMT
From: larocqu@gaul.csd.uwo.ca (John P. LaRocque)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Battlestar Galactica Revival FAQ (April 29, 1994)

This document contains information that has been posted or published
regarding the long rumored revival of Battlestar Galactica. It is now at
the stage where one telelvision network is interested in the project (Fox),
and scripts have been written. As there are no plot summaries for any of
the scripts, no spoiler warnings are necessary.

Acronyms used in this document:
  BG - Battlestar Galactica
  G1980 - Galactica 1980

NB: Today is the 15th anniversary of the last episode of Battlestar
Galactica - "The Hand of God".

July 1978 - Theatrical version of BG pilot begins a healthy run in Canadian
and European theatres.

9 September 1978 - BG premieres on ABC television

29 April 1979 - BG's last original episode "The Hand of God" appears.

April 1979 - ABC announces the cancellation of BG. Two weeks later after
the announcement, ABC admits it made a mistake and orders the production of
a 2-hr BG movie in the fall. The writer of the movie was reportedly Isaac
Asimov, but commitments by Asimov made it impossible.  - Starlog #25; BG
#15 (Marvel Comics, May '78) ]

May 1979 - BG pilot appears as a 2-hr movie in US theatres.

August 1979 - ABC stops airing BG reruns. By the end of the season,
Battlestar Galactica had finished 18th from among 100+ contenders. Not bad
for a show cancelled in mid-season.

27 January 1980 - Galactica 1980 3-hr pilot appears on ABC. No Asimov.
None of the original cast except for Adama and Boomer. Troy and Dillon
(attempt to) replace Apollo and Starbuck.

4 May 1980 - Last G1980 episode ("The Return of Starbuck") appears. After
24 hours of BG material and 10 hours of G1980 material, Battlestar
Galactica disappears from television.

late June 1985 - Colonial Con I in Easton, Maryland: Richard ("Apollo")
Hatch and Robert Thurston (writer of several adaptations for Berkely)
appear. Thurston announces four original stories (#11-#14) are to be
written. No news on any television revival.

22 June 1987 - Fred Astaire (b. 1899), dies. Astaire played Starbuck's
father, Chameleon, in "The Man With Nine Lives."

11 September 1987 - Lorne Greene (b. 1915), dies. Greene played Commander
Adama in BG and Ben Cartwright in Bonanza.

15 Oct 1989 - "Glen Larson has some twenty additional [BG] scripts that
were in various states of completion when the axe came on the 2nd season.
Everyone was fully convinced that the show would be renewed, and that it
would run a bit smoother. We've seen two of them in novel form, and the
others WOULD have been released had sales on the last one ('Apollo's War')
not been so bad. Larson still wants to revive the show, but without Lorne
Greene."  - Bob Mosley III (mosley@peyote.cactus.org)

23 June 1991
"There has been a rumor going around about a new Battlestar Galactica
screenplay being considered by a Japanese production company who is buying
copyrights from Universal Studios. The storyline concerns the Cylons
finding Earth! including surviving cast members in their original roles.
It is unknown if Glen Larson is involved or not. Contact:
   Universal Studios / Battlestar Galactica
   c/o Sidney J Sheinberg
   100 Universal City Plaza
   Universal City, CA   91608
to see if we can get some information or details on this."
 - Tim Oerting (toerting@kentvax.mcs.kent.edu)

15 September 92 - "Dirk Benedict and Richard Hatch will be on Vicki
Lawrence's show next week, (the 24?, I think) Hatch is trying to get people
excited about a BG movie, (which would totally ignore Galactica 1980), but
Dirk is a lot less interested. Hatch is also considering a BG 15th year
anniversary con, probably in Seattle, (and again, Dirk is a lot less
interested...)"  - Sandra Hereld (rhiann@milton.u.washington.edu)

2 April 93 - "Apparently due to the popularity of ST:TNG and the release of
new SF shows like DeepSpace 9 and Babylon 5, Universal Studios is seriously
considering producing a *NEW* series of BG with Members of the *ORIGINAL*
cast. Both RICHARD HATCH and DIRK BENEDICT have expressed an interest, and
the project is currently at the planning stage. An international campaign
is currently under way to persuade Universal that THEY REALLY WANT TO DO
THIS. Please help by writing NOW to anyone who may have an influence; your
local or national TV company, SKY, other satellite and cable companies; in
the US the Sci-fi Channel, but most importantly please write to the
following two people:

Mr Thomas Thayer            Ms Barbara Fisher
100 Universal City Plaza    100 Universal City Plaza
Universal City              Universal City
CA 91608                    CA 91608
USA                         USA
(Mr Thayer heads Universal Studio's Syndication division, while Ms Fisher
heads the cable division.)

Please write a short, polite letter explaining that you've heard that there
may be a new BATTLESTAR GALACTICA project in the pipeline and how you'd
love to see BG back on the air with original cast members. Please make it
look like an independent letter, and not one that just a standard letter
obviously from an international campaign. For further info contact the
unofficial BG UK fan club (The Thirteenth Tribe) at: 19 Woodlands Road,
Stanton, Burton-on-Trent, Staffs, DE15 9TH, United Kingdom."  - Thurstan S.
Felstead (Thurstan.Felstead@brunel.ac.uk)

October 13-15 - Battlestar Galactica 15-Yahren Reunion in Los Angeles: Glen
Larson, on Oct. 15, said: "In the past few weeks a few interesting things
have happened. Without getting too specific, the Fox television network
would like to bring Galactica back... There is a good chance we will be
doing.. something like a 4-hr movie that will re-examine the whole saga of
Galactica and its past, present, future. And that would be pretty fun I
think for most of us because it would give us a chance to realize the end
game, some of the things that were set up and that we would have liked to
have had a chance to explore...". The prime mover behind both the
convention and Galactica's revival is Richard Hatch, who did not want to
give anything away in the script that had been written (Hatch had also been
interviewed in Starlog that month regarding BG).  Most of the surviving
cast members were more than willing to participate in a BG revival. Don
Bellisario (BG, Magnum PI, Quantum Leap) would probably not be involved,
and is now at Paramount (according to Larson).

April 17, 1994 - "I was watching a show on our E! entertainment network and
Richard Hatch was the guest. The show was 'Talk Soap'. Richard was taking
phone calls mostly for his soap opera characters. But one person called
about 'any future plans for a reunion.' Richard responded telling him about
the convention and saying that he didn't want to give up any 'inside
information' but he has written a TRILOGY of new Galactica movies, and Fox
may do something with them."
 - Tom Norman (WCNORMAN@MUSIC.LOYNO.EDU)

Late April 1994 - Hero Science Fiction Annual: The proposed revival of
Battlestar Galactica is being kept "hush hush", with a surprising creative
crew (not specified) behind the project.

Late April 1994 - Wizard #34: Image Comics co-founder Rob Liefeld acquires
the licence to do Battlestar Galactica comics.

John P. LaRocque
larocqu@gaul.csd.uwo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 18:51:50 GMT
From: msbrave@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Buck Rogers/Brent Spiner question

In one of the Actors' Other Roles lists for Star Trek, I noticed that Brent
Spiner is said to have appeared on a Buck Rogers episode. Does anyone know
which episode this was? I've been looking at the opening and closing
credits of Buck Rogers and have yet to see Spiner listed.  Any help would
be appreciated.  And, since I don't read this group on a regular basis,
could you please e-mail your answer to me? Thanks.

Mimi
msbrave@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 00:47:24 GMT
From: mma@galactose.mc.duke.edu (Michelle Martin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Starman

Okay, in the interest of keeping this newsgroup as diverse as possible, I'm
going to throw out the name of another sci-fi show that is, as I
understand, currently being shown on the Sci-Fi channel.  I was wondering
if anyone has the complete, uncut pilot of this show.  There are all those
scenes in the opening that I know must have come from an early eps (opening
scenes usually do) but that I have never seen.  I have most of the shows on
tape, but I don't think I have them all.  Any one know if there is an
episode guide for this show?

Michele

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 18:39:12 GMT
From: jaylk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu (Jay Kaufman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Planet of the Apes cartoon

On Saturday, for the first time in almost two decades, I saw the Planet of
the Apes cartoon on the SF Channel.  I couldn't believe what a good cartoon
this was.  The stuff that's on now is total crap in comparison.

Does anyone know how many episodes of Return to the Planet of the Apes were
made?

Also, does anyone know when the SF Channel begins a new run staring from
the beginning?  Saturday's episode was called "The Unearthly Prophecy" or
something similar.  Thanks.

jaylk@gwis.circ.gwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 18:48:32 GMT
From: amimoto@ocf.berkeley.edu (Audrey Mimoto)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vampire Hunter D/Ranma

   I am relatively new to anime.  I saw the movie of Vampire Hunter D on
TBS and I liked it.  Someone said that a lot was cut out?  What was cut
out?  Was that showing on TBS a one shot deal too?  I also saw Legend of
Lodoss or Record of Lodoss or something title like that and I liked that
one too.  Are these one shot movie deals or do they have a series are other
movies?  I also love Ranma, but can anyone tell me why there is a 1/2 after
Ranma?  Does it mean something?  Thanks.

Audrey
amimoto@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 May 94 21:25:55 GMT
From: giles@pollux.mtview.d20.co.edu ("Who...Me?")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vampire Hunter D/Ranma

By any chance were you up REALLY late when you saw this? I got ticked as
hell when I noticed that they had started showing japanimation at 12am on
Saturday (Friday?) and ran thru about 5am. I saw V.H.D and something called
The Robot Carnival which was a bunch of short films...really good stuff
too.  The plots of these were pretty cool, but I always wonder what happens
during translation that makes them sound so darn stupid dialoge-wise. I
mean, they usually come out sounding like Speed Racer. (Ok I know that a
lot of people like S.R but, the darn dialog is just so hokey.)

I'm still waiting to see Akira on the big screen...and Heavy Metal. BTW,
they are showing Neo-Tokyo and Silent Mobius at the midnight showing at the
student theater this weekend - any one heard of 'em? I've seen the race
sceen on Mtv's Liquid Televison and always wondered what the story behind
it was...

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 00:20:28 GMT
From: danevans@panix.com (Dan Evans)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vampire Hunter D/Ranma

giles@pollux writes:
>The Robot Carnival which was a bunch of short films...really good stuff
>too.

One of my favorites. Only two actually had dialogue, though...

>...are showing Neo-Tokyo and Silent Mobius at the midnight showing at the
>student theater this weekend...any one heard of 'em? I've seen the race
>sceen on Mtv's Liquid Televison and always wondered what the story behind
>it was....

Neo-Tokyo is three short films which don't have anything to do with each
other.  Sorry, but MTV showed the whole thing, there's no more story.
Silent Mobius is about a special police agency of six women who fight
monsters with magical powers and stuff like that. I've read the manga and
really liked it.

John D. Evans
danevans@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 15:01:40 GMT
From: mkogan@drunivac.drew.edu (Wort the Wonderous Wierdo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vampire Hunter D/Ranma

amimoto@OCF.Berkeley.EDU (Audrey Mimoto) writes:
> I am relatively new to anime.  I saw the movie of Vampire Hunter D on TBS
> and I liked it.  Someone said that a lot was cut out?  What was cut out?
> Was that showing on TBS a one shot deal too?  I also saw Legend of Lodoss
> or Record of Lodoss or something title like that and I liked that one
> too.  Are these one shot movie deals or do they have a series are other
> movies?  I also love Ranma, but can anyone tell me why there is a 1/2
> after Ranma?  Does it mean something?  Thanks.

   I loved vampire hunter D! I've seen the original on tape. You say it was
on TBS?! Are you sure? When?

   I also love Ranma 1/2. I've seen all three movies and many of the
episodes on tape. They also have a comic book out about Ranma. The 1/2
signifies that he is 1/2 man, 1/2 woman. (for those of you who don't know:
boy changes into a girl when hit with cold water and transformed back when
hit with hot water. Makes for interesting problems).

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 02:04:16 GMT
From: giles@pollux.mtview.d20.co.edu ("Who...Me?")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vampire Hunter D/Ranma

mkogan@drunivac.drew.edu writes:
>changes into a girl when hit with cold water and transformed back when hit
>with hot water. Makes for interesting problems).

Oh that's just FULL of subtle humor! Grin, the guy getting too, um, hot for
a woman? Hit 'em with cold water or tell him to take a cold shower!  She
get into some trouble? Put HIM in the hot water! Grin, I love it...

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 04:26:18 GMT
From: doug.quinn@his.com (Doug Quinn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vampire Hunter D/Ranma

Audrey Mimoto (amimoto@OCF.Berkeley.EDU) writes:
> I am relatively new to anime.  I saw the movie of Vampire Hunter D on TBS
> and I liked it.  Someone said that a lot was cut out?  What was cut out?
> Was that showing on TBS a one shot deal too?

I'm afraid I missed the showing on TBS, but Vampre Hunter D is a pretty
graphic (read: gory) film, so it wouldn't suprise me if some of the more
violent sections were edited out for TV (much as they edited out all the
nudity and flailing limbs/heads out of the Conan films).  According to my
Facets Video catalog, the film is 75 minutes long.  (It's a movie or OAV -
"original animation video" and thus there's only one episode, so to answer
your second question, yes, it's probably a one-shot deal on TBS.)

> I also love Ranma, but can anyone tell me why there is a 1/2 after Ranma?
> Does it mean something?  Thanks.

Ranma 1/2 is my personal favorite.  I'm afraid there are about 130+
half-hour episodes plus a few OAVs, so if you get seriously interested
you're going to be spending a little money.  :-) The "1/2" is a reference
to Ranma's particular problem - 1/2 the time he's himself, and the other
1/2 the time he's _herself_ instead!  Japanese use of English is sometimes
a bit confusing (mainly because it tends to be used in Japanese sentence
structure), so don't feel bad about being a little confused over the naming
thing.  "Ranma Half" is the correct title in English.

Doug Quinn
St. Paul's College
Washington DC
dtq@his.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 02:39:02 GMT
From: ar971@freenet.carleton.ca (Mark Koldys)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TekWar: Tek Justice

I haven't been that impressed with the TekWar series, but the latest one,
Tek Justice, is the best of the bunch. Very little padding in the 2 hours,
several plot turns I did NOT anticipate, and a futuristic trial with a
young defense attorney who is a hoot. Even Shatner is good in this. If
you've given up on this show, try the latest one, Tek Justice; you may be
pleasantly surprised.

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 02:10:36 GMT
From: IDMMF@asuvm.inre.asu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TEKked Out!

>I finially had the opportunity to see this show... A wretched mindlessly
>mindless piece of crap...it's been picked up as a series...

No doubt.  I have never seen this particular show, but a friend of mine
(who is unfamiliar with science fiction) bought me a copy of the first
book.  Read it.  It was horrible.  I guess if you are a famous person,
someone will publish you.  If you are a good but unknown writer, you might
as well forget it!

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 05:02:14 GMT
From: gmclain@lonestar.utsa.edu (Glenn A. Mclain)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Is VIPER gone for good?

   Has Viper gone the way of Space Rangers, The Highwaymen, The Critic, The
People Next Door, Going to Extremes, The Danger Team.  Is it gone for good?
Has it been cancelled?  Where has it been for the past month?!?

Glenn

------------------------------
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                     The Stand (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 19:16:24 GMT
From: hbact003@huey.csun.edu (brett jaffee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: OFFICAL GO AHEAD!

From the May 12 Los Angeles Times:

"Warner Bros. also announced that its series KUNG FU: THE LEGEND CONTINUES
and BABYLON 5, which air locally on KCOP Channel 13, will return in
November for new season.  TIME TRAX will not."

Brett

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 20:25:57 GMT
From: bieber@moe.optics.rochester.edu (Amy Bieber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TT not cancelled

Contrary to rumor, Time Trax has not been cancelled.  I got this from the
publicity person at Warner Brothers. PTEN didn't renew it, but Warner
Brothers will pursue options for first-run syndication.  No worries, mates!

Amy

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 20:04:25 GMT
From: warhawk@merle.acns.nwu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Earth 2

   Does anybody know anything about Earth 2?  It's a sci-fi TV series
slated to begin next fall on NBC.  It's being produced by Steven Spielberg
as a companion piece to SeaQuest DSV.  Is there any information available
on characters, setting, gimmicks, the pilot's plot, etc.?

Jason Coffee

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 22:20:53 GMT
From: scottp@cmdrdata.ftc.scs.ag.gov (Scott M Parrish)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Earth 2

According to the 5-13 USA Today,  Steven Spielberg will have both
Seaquest DSV, and a new show called Earth 2 in NBC's fall schedule.

Earth 2 is about a team of scientists looking for a place to rebuild Earth
after some unnamed disaster.

Shades of Space: 1999.

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 07:28:42 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: minor bit of negativity, was: Re: Earth 2

warhawk@MERLE.ACNS.NWU.EDU writes:
>Does anybody know anything about Earth 2?  It's a sci-fi TV series slated
>to begin next fall on NBC.  It's being produced by Steven Spielberg as a
>companion piece to SeaQuest DSV.  Is there any information available on
>characters, setting, gimmicks, the pilot's plot, etc.?

With a pedigree like that, you're wasting time being interested in it.
They'll overbudget it for a year, the same way they did SQ:DSV, and then,
when they don't get ratings that justify throwing more money at it, they'll
probably move *it* to Disney Florida, and share production facilities and
script quality with "THUNDER IN PARADISE."
 
Spielberg's directorial ability has made him a millionaire.  But that
directorial ability was best demonstrated in high-tension suspense work,
not general television drama production.  "AMAZING STORIES," possibly the
most highly-budgeted fantasy/SF show aired up to that time, died the Real
Death despite its physical production qualities, due to Spielberg's
disinclination to use real scripts written by real writers; the story
material just wasn't there.

And now, with "SEAQUEST: DSV," we have a slovenly-scripted, desultorily
directed, incompetently conceived crossbreed of "VOYAGE TO THE BOTTOM OF
THE SEA," "LASSIE," and most of the really crummy slap-dash "adventure
drama" shows ever pasted together at the last minute by a junior editor.
 
Note that the pilot and primary format was the product of Rockne S.
O'Bannon, the man who brought you humanoid aliens who can kiss and touch
Terran humans, but who dissolve screaming in ...salt water.  Riiiiiight.
The SQ:DSV pilot clearly demonstrated that he hasn't learned a G-D thing
since "ALIEN NATION," and shouldn't be allowed to write dialog that will be
performed before an audience, much less a prime-time TV series that
purports to be SF.

Despite the incredible unwieldiness and hackneyed recycling of plot
elements the writers and script consultant obviously weren't skilled enough
to handle, SQ:DSV has managed to remain on the air.
 
But it's not drama, it's not SF, and it's *certainly* not good
storytelling; it's a farrago of unmitigated nonsense.
 
Expect no better from any other TV show coming out of the same production
organization, because it'll be aimed at the lowest-common-denominator
target that motivated Spielberg to paste a kid into the second "Indiana
Jones" movie by brute force.

Even KIDS prefer the first and third movies in that series.

"SEAQUEST: DSV" couldn't have stayed on the air without the production
relocation and concomitant budget reduction, and it's unlikely that "EARTH
2" will fare any better, because it won't have any more to offer, and it
will be working against the kind of negative opinion that SQ:DSV has been
generating.  ("That's SF?  I'm not watching any more of THAT.")

Let me put it this way: When I don't bother to turn on a show that sports
Felicity Waterman in a swimsuit, you KNOW the show's on its way out.  When
I pass up a chance to see Stacy Haiduk act, or to watch Roy Scheider work,
and hear co-workers saying things like, "I really like Roy Scheider, but
can't watch more than about ten minutes of that travesty," I don't even
have to ask which show they're talking about.
 
Do yourself a favor.... don't get excited over "EARTH 2," because it will
only lead to disappointment.
 
Suspense, Spielberg can handle.  SF, forget it.  He's not up on logic,
analysis, or technology-dependent plot development, and has to depend on
his writers for it.  Unfortunately, the writers he ends up involved with
are too danged incompetent (or, like Crichton, too danged lazy) to produce
work that's worthy of the production capacity he can bring to bear on the
material.

"EARTH 2" will be another overproduced loser.  We already know that, going
in.  And it's sad that much money will be wasted, with all the *good*
stories out there waiting to be told.

But that's the way it is.

Come to think of it, if Spielberg produced, Crichton directed, and someone
like Gale Hurd wrote the bible, they'd have a chance.  But they won't show
that much sense; after all, they're all famous, right?

Incidentally, lest anyone think I'm overly disrespectful, I've been a fan
of Spielberg's direction since "DUEL," and a fan of Crichton's direction
since "WESTWORLD."

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 10:55:53 GMT
From: jogle@mr-hyde.aoc.nrao.edu (Jim Ogle (Ks. Jim))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Earth 2

warhawk@MERLE.ACNS.NWU.EDU writes:
>Does anybody know anything about Earth 2?  It's a sci-fi TV series slated
>to begin next fall on NBC.  It's being produced by Steven Spielberg as a
>companion piece to SeaQuest DSV.  Is there any information available on
>characters, setting, gimmicks, the pilot's plot, etc.?

About all I've heard is that it's about an Earth colony on an alien planet;
I think Earth is supposed to be uninhabitable (though I may be confusing it
with something else I read recently) so the colony is pretty much on its
own.  It isn't really a companion piece to Seaquest, it's just being made
by the same production company.

The only other thing I've heard is that they're scouting filming locations
in northern New Mexico.

Jim Ogle
NRAO-VLBA
Socorro New Mexico
jogle@aoc.nrao.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 04:41:49 GMT
From: johnvulich@delphi.com (John Vulich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Earth 2

<warhawk@MERLE.ACNS.NWU.EDU> writes:
>Does anybody know anything about Earth 2?
 
 Funny you should ask. One of our main Artist/Sculpters on our B-5 crew at
Optic Nerve got scooped up during our break on B-5. He is working for Greg
Cannom (Cocoon, Lost Boys, Dracula etc.) who is in charge of the Make-Up
Effects on "Earth II." I believe they are creating Alien Make-Ups that
represent the indigenous life forms on a planet that I guess is the Earth
II of the title. I believe there are 5 or so races some of which are
animal-like.
 
 I'll keep you posted as I find out more info (that is if this thread is
still around.)
 
John Vulich

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 03:10:29 GMT
From: furt9811@mach1.wlu.ca (Ruben J.C...:)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THE STAND <Semi-Spoiler>

For those who have watched this week's mini-series, The Stand, by Stephen
King, hoping that people are also familar with last week's News report
(either through 20/20, PrimeTime Live, or DateLine NBC) I have one
question: Didn't you feel that the virus depicted in The Stand was very
similar to the Obolo virus identified by the reports in this new magazine?
 Many of the characters looked like they were bleeding through their pores,
and eyes, reminding me of the conditions of those scientists and citizens
in Kenya.  Hope this does not scare anyone...it's a comment to give credit
to King's investigation for the book.  

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 05:54:57 GMT
From: wdieteri@rainbow.sosi.com (William Dieterich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sunday -- The Stand

Well Sundays portion of The Stand should of been seen in most locations by
now.  After watching it I would have to say it was really good and I am
looking forward to the rest of the portions.  The only really problem I had
with it was some of the non-acting by Molly Ringwald, no wonder she has not
been seen in the last couple of years.

BTW, has anyone heard a release date for the video tapes?

William Dieterich
wdieteri@rainbow.sosi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 11:23:50 GMT
From: elf@coho.halcyon.com (Elf Sternberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND: First Impressions (some spoilers)

sydtech@winternet.com (Sydtech) writes:
>>Did anyone else get taken-in by the phony "Flu Buddy" commercial?
>
>My wife said if she'd had the remote she probably wouldn't have unpaused
>the VCR...

   I did!  When I realized Vic Palfrey was watching the commercial on
television, I had to go back and play it again to watch it, and get a laugh
out of it.  You know, a *lot* of commercials seemed to be tongue-in-cheek
or ironic.  "Seiko... Built For Life" - a sponsor of The End Of The World?

>Overall, I'm pretty happy with it so far.  I thought the opening was very
>well done - I'm glad they got the rights to at least one of the songs King
>quoted from in the book, and I hope there's more.  W.G. "Snuffy" Walden
>(who also did "thirtysomething") has put together some nice guitar work
>for the score as well.

   Somehow, I got the feeling that King has just been *waiting* for an
excuse to put "Don't Fear The Reaper" on the air, in a movie, *anywhere*.
A few friends I've talked to thought it was jarring, but for me it just
fit.

   There were some *blantant* King-isms in this film, and for me some of
King's heavy-handedness works, and sometimes it doesn't.  The creaking
sign, the sheer *ordinariness* of the world in which King's extraordinarily
horrific stories take place work very well on the page, but sometimes they
don't come across on the screen.  It's hard to put my finger on.

   The actors thus far have done it for me.  Stu, Nick, Larry, the folks at
the gas station, the guys at the Sherriff's department; they've all been
excellently cast.  I never tried to put actors to The Stand, even though I
think I read the short version back in '83 and the long version twice since
then, so I made no guesses, and have not been disappointed.  I'm holding
back on Molly Ringworld, and Harold just seems wrong... too thin; I
imagined him as an overweight kind of dweeb in the book.

   One thing about the direction and Walden's score that really hit me in
the last scene... While the score is nice, there are times when I wish it
would *just* *shut* *up*.  The world is supposed to be dying; why isn't it
silent, as well?  I kept wondering why there's any music in a barren world.
Crane shots, like the last one, are used for a variety of reasons, one of
which is to allow the viewer to 'leave' the film, if only in this case to
come back tomorrow.  This shot sort of did that but I couldn't help feel
that the director 'cramped' the shot, and that left me feeling like just
out of the view of the lens were lots of people.  That sense of emptiness
just doesn't come across yet.

   Maybe it's a shortcoming of video tape.  So far, the high-speed shots,
like the car ramming the gate, or shots with unusual perspectives, like of
Stu crouching in the corner next to the doctor's unconscious body, didn't
come out right; the perspective was weird, and there weren't enough frames
per second, to make the illusion come out "right."  At least, not for me.

   Complain, complain, complain.  I've *liked* what I've seen so far.  Even
the Dark Man seems right, although I'm not so sure about Lloyd.  Wonder
when King's going to do his cameo?

elf@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 12:52:17 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sunday -- The Stand

I sure will agree with you re Molly Ringwald.  She would be an
embarrassment in a high school play.  Why did they ever cast her????  I am
cringing thinking of upcoming scenes between her and Gary Sinise, a
consummate actor-director.  Rob Lowe is doing very well as Nick Andros, one
of my favorite King characters.  But I thought he would.  Glad to see he's
pulling it off.

Paula

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 13:30:37 GMT
From: smt0@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (STEFAN M. THIEME)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND <Semi-Spoiler>

furt9811@mach1.wlu.ca (Ruben J.C...:) writes:
>I have one question: Didn't you feel that the virus depicted in The Stand
>was very similar to the Obolo virus identified by the reports in this new
>magazine?  Many of the characters looked like they were bleeding through
>their pores, and eyes, reminding me of the conditions of those scientists
>and citizens in Kenya.  Hope this does not scare anyone...it's a comment
>to give credit to King's investigation for the book.

Especially since the book was written nearly 20 years ago.  Actually, I was
disappointed with the deaths; not enough vomit and snot plastered to the
faces of the sick, dying and dead.

Overall, a good adaption (so far) of the book, though in some places the
acting (especially. Molly Ringwald) was pretty bad and the few places where
the actors became narrators explaining things to the viewers ("And here is
how the virus works..."). My major complaint is that Flagg looks like some
sort of zombie...if I remember correctly, those who saw his face (and there
were few) did not see anything physically unusual, though it scared the
sh*t out of 'em.  I do like the red eyes, though.

Can't wait for Larry and (?the girl-I forgot her name)'s walk through
Lincoln tunnel; I am reminded of that grisly trek everytime I drive through
it.  Hopefully it will be dark; too bad TV can't convey smell :)

smt0@lehigh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 17:20:27 GMT
From: najital@rockvax.rockefeller.edu (Lyle Najita)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND <Semi-Spoiler>

furt9811@mach1.wlu.ca (Ruben J.C...:) wrote:
>I have one question: Didn't you feel that the virus depicted in The Stand
>was very similar to the Obolo virus identified by the reports in this new
>magazine?

Ebola viurs. yes, in many respects, the depicted symptoms were very
similar, although King did write the book sometime before the incident at
Reston, VA. occurred.

> Many of the characters looked like they were bleeding through their
> pores, and eyes, reminding me of the conditions of those scientists and
> citizens in Kenya.  Hope this does not scare anyone...it's a comment to
> give credit to King's investigation for the book.

What is more terrifying is the fact that (and what was not explicitly
stated in the 48 hours "documentary") if such a plague as that described in
The Stand were to escape laboratory confinement, many people would die
before anything could be done. Many, many more would die, before the
politicians could mobilize and once mobilized many scientists would not
have the slightest clue about what to do since not all science is exactly
alike and the training time would not be there. A very sad commentary that
we think that entertainment is more valuable in this country than saving
lives.

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 18:53:05 GMT
From: da825@cleveland.freenet.edu (Richard N Kitchen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND: First Impressions (some spoilers)

elf@coho.halcyon.com (Elf Sternberg) says:
>Complain, complain, complain.  I've *liked* what I've seen so far.  Even
>the Dark Man seems right, although I'm not so sure about Lloyd.  Wonder
>when King's going to do his cameo?

To me, Lloyd is the most miscast.  Although I think Miguel Ferrer is a very
good villainous character, he certainly isn't the baby-faced killer that
Lloyd was supposed to be.

I hope my favorite scene, the one where Lloyd gets released from prison,
does the book justice.

Rick Kitchen
da825@cleveland.freenet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 07:10:56 GMT
From: BACOSTA1@ua1vm.ua.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND <Semi-Spoiler>

One funny thing happened while I was watching The Stand.  You know how at
the end of a commercial break the station plugs an upcoming news story.
Well, at the end of the first break the anchor said the following thing
before the movie continued:
 
"Scientists in Alabama investigate mysterious disease.  Full story at
10:00."
 
I just about died laughing, and from what I could hear coming from the
other rooms in my dorm others found it hilarious as well.
 
Ben Acosta

------------------------------
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 11:48:31 GMT
From: qtm2w@virginia.edu (Quinn Thomas McCord)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Stand-End Credits

   I noticed in the end credits of the Stand that the "2nd Assistant"
something-or-other was a guy named Mike Lookinland.  Isn't this the guy who
played Bobby in the Brady Bunch?  What's he doing BEHIND the camera, and in
a lame-ass position at that?

Quinn

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 14:56:13 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND: First Impressions (some spoilers)

I won't hold back on Molly Ringwald.  She can not act.  Period.  Every time
she appears I find myself shaking my head and wondering why they didn't
replace her as soon as they got a look at the dailies.

Everyone else is pretty great, especially Gary Sinise, Ruby Dee and yes,
Rob Lowe.  But then I've always been a Rob Lowe fan.  Oh yes, and Jamey
Sheridan.  That poor guy is always getting cast as terrifically evil
villains or just insensitive yuppies.

Paula

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 20:13:32 GMT
From: simko@acs2.bu.edu (Peter Simko)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND: First Impressions (some spoilers)

I'm just sorry that King decided to combine Rita and Nadine into one
character to trim the fat.  Nadine popping pills?  Hmmmmm....  I thought
Larry's relationship with Rita was pretty important in the book. Oh well.
   I'm also sorry they cut out the scene where that guy dies of a burst
appendix on the way to Boulder.  That was one of the best scenes in the
book.  Maybe they'll have it Wednesday night.

   Molly Ringwald can't act her way out of a paper bag.  What the hell
happened to her?  She was much better in "Space Hunter".

   Really nice scene with Larry playing guitar on the outskirts of a
smouldering Des Moines. Very apocalyptic.

   Who's the guy playing Tom Cullen?  He's fantastic!

Pete S

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 20:14:33 GMT
From: woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sunday -- The Stand

William Dieterich (wdieteri@rainbow.sosi.com) wrote:
>I had with it was some of the non-acting by Molly Ringwald, no wonder she
>has not been seen in the last couple of years.

While she is no Tamlyn Tomita, I thought Molly did a good job. Also, she
looks pretty good with the dark hair.

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 21:15:27 GMT
From: elf@halcyon.com (Elf Sternberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND: First Impressions (some spoilers)

pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris) writes:
>I won't hold back on Molly Ringwald.  She can not act.  Period.  Every
>time she appears I find myself shaking my head and wondering why they
>didn't replace her as soon as they got a look at the dailies.

   I've got to confess; I fast-forwarded past the scenes with her and
Herbert last night.  Although I must admit that the 'evolution of Herbert'
is being illustrated very well.  I fully expect him to be this muscle-bound
dude by the last episode.

   Am I the only one who thinks the makeup on Mother Abigail is overdone?

   Gods, Stuart is gorgeous.  That one scene outside the Vertmont CDC where
he's leaning up against the motorcycle, gun in hand and sunglasses on, was
just precious.  I think he pulled off that pose better than Schwarzenegger
did in T2.  And Glen, too, looks just perfect.

   I'm not comfortable with Tom Cullen or Trashcan Man.  The actor playing
Cullen sometimes has too much intelligence in his eyes, and Matt Frewer is
way over the top as Trashy.  On the other hand Sheridan is handling Randall
Flagg very well.

   A lot fewer "special effect" errors this episode.  I don't think the
fuel tanks quite blew up right, and the vision of Des Moines burning on the
horizon looked terrible.  But otherwise it's been better-handled than last
night.

elf@halcyon.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 21:29:22 GMT
From: gwong@s.psych.uiuc.edu (Gary Wong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND: First Impressions (some spoilers)

pac@s3109e9.atl.hp.com (Pete Crosby) writes:
>Peter Simko (simko@acs2.bu.edu) wrote:
>>Who's the guy playing Tom Cullen?  He's fantastic!
>
>Don't know his name but he is the same guy that played a rather similar
>part on the TV show "COACH". I thought he was great last night, too.

Yep, that's him. I believe his name is Bill Faggebakker, or something like
that. He is very good. I have heard him in interviews, and he is a very
good actor. All that wide-eyed innocence, simple-minded stuff is an act.
Much like Woody Harrelson used to be on Cheers. Both are actually quite
intelligent and well-spoken, they just play 'simple' very well.

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 13:10:07 GMT
From: newton@indial1.io.com (Thomas Newton Bagwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND: First Impressions (some spoilers)

At first I agreed about Harold...then I realized that Harold is supposed to
be looking better and better as the story progresses.  If you take an
overweight actor, there's really no way for him to lose the weight the way
Harold was supposed to...at least not in the time available, and especially
as scenes aren't always filmed chronologically.  So, they had to take
another approach to show Harold's improving appearance.

Molly Ringwald is the only one so far that I've found distracting... I take
it they totally did away with the pregnancy subplot?

Everyone else has been great.

Tom Bagwell

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 13:37:09 GMT
From: bjw@sei.cmu.edu (Barbara White)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND: First Impressions (some spoilers)

> Molly Ringwald is the only one so far that I've found distracting... I
> take it they totally did away with the pregnancy subplot?

I don't think they've eliminated this part of the plot; I think they just
haven't uncovered it yet.  Someone else mentioned this and I noticed it
too, but Frannie turned down the offer of a cold beer.  Not that that
necessarily indicates a pregnancy, but in the book, she did the same thing
(and also turned down the sedatives) to avoid harming the fetus.

I honestly believe that she's be pregnant and that Jess (spelling?) was the
father.  That was a pretty cool sub-plot of the book - it was suspenseful
to wait and see whether or not a baby who was conceived by a non-immune man
and an immune woman could be born into the superflu and survive it.

Barbara White
Carnegie Mellon University
bjw@sei.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 16:25:03 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sunday -- The Stand

Certainly did not mean to slight Corin Nemec.  He's fine as Harold.  I
remember him from a TV movie where he played Steven Strayner, a boy who was
kidnapped as a 7 year old and not found for 7 years.  Steven finally
escaped when his kidnapper abducted another child and Steven decided to
bring the little boy to the police station; he couldn't bear to have happen
to the kid what had happened to him.  He was reunited with his family but
it was rough for all.  The sad ending is that Strayner finally seemed to be
putting it together - got married, and then died in a car or motorcycle
accident.  I think he was still in his early 20s.  But anyway, back to
Corin.  Yes, I like him, I always have.

Ruby Dee is one of the great actresses.  She has been around for a long
time (not as long as Mother Abigail, though) and she and husband Ossie
Davis have been a great force for positive advancement of African Americans
in theater and film.

Paula

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 16:45:22 GMT
From: wdieteri@rainbow.sosi.com (William Dieterich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND: First Impressions (some spoilers)

Barbara White <bjw@sei.cmu.edu> wrote:
>I honestly believe that she's be pregnant and that Jess (spelling?) was
>the father.  That was a pretty cool sub-plot of the book - it was
>suspenseful to wait and see whether or not a baby who was conceived by a
>non-immune man and an immune woman could be born into the superflu and
>survive it.

Our local newspaper tv guide had a question and answer type thing about
problems people might have with The Stand, one of the questions did deal
with Frann's pregnancy and mentioned that the father had to be Jess because
of the time table.

William Dieterich
wdieteri@rainbow.sosi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 13:46:50 GMT
From: jch3254@ultb.isc.rit.edu (J.C. Handley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Stand: Joe Bob?

Who played the Deputy Sheriff in Arnett, TX in Part I?  I could have sworn
it was Joe Bob Briggs, Drive-in Movie Critic of Grapevine Texas.  That
Texas drawl was just too-damn good.

John C. Handley
Center for Imaging Science
Rochester Institute of Technology
Rochester, NY

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 15:49:40 GMT
From: ar710@cleveland.freenet.edu (William G. Martin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND: First Impressions (some spoilers)

One possible continuity or writing/change-in-progress error:

In the book the business with Lloyd in prison made a big deal of his only
surviving through cannibalism - there was a foot of the guy in the next
cell just accessible to him if he managed to snag it, and he ended up
eating part of that body, not a rat as shown in the TV series. Yet, near
the end, Flagg remarks to him that he'd been reduced to eating his
cellmate. I guess one could cite poetic license that the rat was a
"cellmate", but I'm pretty sure Flagg's line meant that the screenplay was
originally written to show Lloyd eating a dead fellow prisoner.  This must
have been changed before the final cut to appease network censors or some
similar restriction. (Lord knows why, considering...)

My other main gripe was that they showed no sign of how these people who
made cross-couuntry journeys in cars, trucks, or cycles got gas.  As far as
I know, gas in a gas station with no power is totally inaccessible - you
need electric pumps to bring it up from the underground tanks. Nobody
seemed to have any difficulty getting gas even though this no-power
situation was nationwide until special efforts got power back on in
Boulder. Sure, people *could* have siphoned gas from abandoned vehicles; it
wouldn't have hurt to take a few seconds and show that happening while some
dialog advanced the plot.

(As a related side issue, where'd the power for Las Vegas come from?  No
scenes of them re-starting any power plants...)

In Las Vegas, was the lady in the cherry-picker who saw Tom Cullen riding
by underneath in the back of the wrecker truck the third spy, and the same
woman who tries to stab Flagg later? I lost track of the faces...

But minor nots, I do admit.

Will

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 18:06:59 GMT
From: koziarz@mcs.com (Louis Koziarz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand -- It's Over and it was Good!

Rebecca Drayer <drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu> wrote:
>For instance: If Campion ran just when the alarms went off, how in hell
>could he have caught the virus?  No virus can move that fast.

I kind of thought that's why the opening sequence seemed to center on those
vent pipes sticking out of the ground...

Louis Koziarz       
koziarz@mcs.com    

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 20:20:30 GMT
From: jrthomas@blue.weeg.uiowa.edu (J. Thomason)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND: First Impressions

William G. Martin <ar710@cleveland.Freenet.Edu> wrote:
>In the book the business with Lloyd in prison made a big deal of his only
>surviving through cannibalism - there was a foot of the guy in the next
>cell just accessible to him if he managed to snag it, and he ended up
>eating part of that body, not a rat as shown in the TV series. 

Nope, check the book.  Lloyd does eat the rat.  He mentions that he tried
to eat the tail as well, but it was too chewy.

Remember?

J.T. 

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 22:59:03 GMT
From: le@cs.tulane.edu (Doug Le)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand -- It's Over and it was Good!

>One of the government men in episode 1 made the point that it seemed
>exactly like a regular flu until the last few minutes, when the
>convulsions started.  Since the military was doing everything it could to
>keep the public in the dark, the people probably didn't know they were on
>the verge of death when they went out to eat.  They just felt like they
>had a case of the flu.

I remember in the book, it was mentioned that the victims always get a
little bit better before they died.  I don't think this was mentioned in
the mini-series.

Doug Le
Computer Engineering
Tulane University   
le@rex.cs.tulane.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 04:49:32 GMT
From: raelyn@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand: comment/question (with spoilers)

Peter Simko <simko@acs2.bu.edu> writes:
>(b) It wasn't Stu's baby (remember?) and Stu didn't _really_ have the flu,
>he had an infection that set in from his broken leg.
 
It wasn't an infection, although no doubt he had one (in the book); it was
pneumonia. Nick explains that to Tom in Tom's dreams as he shows him what
medicines to give Stu.
 
Rae ;)

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 16:01:57 GMT
From: smt0@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (STEFAN M. THIEME)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand: comment/question (with spoilers)

lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter) writes:
>Flagg's subsequent treatment of Nadine, and indeed almost all of the last
>1.5 hours, seem arbitrary and bizarre (although nothing was as bizarre as
>(a) the hand of God and (b) the last appearance of Mother Abigail.  Oops.
>Other things keep popping to mind, like the pills that cure Stu's flu,
>that don't get mentioned with regard to Stu's baby.).

When Stu caught the flu, it really was the flu and not Capt. Trips.  Thus
normal medication worked. The baby, on the oher hand, actually caught the
Superflu (because her dead dad was not immune) but she got over it because
the other parent (i.e. Fran) was immune.

smt0@lehigh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 02:57:28 GMT
From: atreis@delphi.com (Eric Bales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand: comment/question (with spoilers)

Stefan M. Thieme <smt0@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu> writes:
>When Stu caught the flu, it really was the flu and not Capt. Trips.  Thus
>normal medication worked. The baby, on the oher hand, actually caught the
>Superflu (because her dead dad was not immune) but she got over it because
>the other parent (i.e. Fran) was immune.
 
I'm sorry, but this REALLY bothers me...  It's fairly obvious that whatever
genetic trait enabled a few people to survive is a recessive trait.  That
means that if the baby's father died of the flu, then the chances of the
baby not dying of the flu are VERY VERY slim.  The flu was not a
killed-some, got-some-sick, left-others-alone sort of thing.  You either
got it (and died) or you didn't.  No inbetween genetic state.  The baby
living just doesn't work for me.
 
But, I'm no geneticist, so feel free to prove me wrong.
 
Another thing that bothered me was the whole god/devil bit.  God, and the
whole society that god set up, was entirely irrelevant and unnecessary!
Flagg's society was already falling apart, and he was already doomed.  God
destroyed him by setting off the bomb, which one of his own people had
brought to him.  The gathering of all those other people (the good guys)
was entirely unnecessary and irrelevant!
 
atreis@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 19:24:35 GMT
From: simko@acs2.bu.edu (Peter Simko)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand: comment/question (with spoilers)

Eric Bales <atreis@delphi.com> writes:
> It's fairly obvious that whatever genetic trait enabled a few people to
> survive is a recessive trait.  That means that if the baby's father died
> of the flu, then the chances of the baby not dying of the flu are VERY
> VERY slim.  The flu was not a killed-some, got-some-sick,
> left-others-alone sort of thing.  You either got it (and died) or you
> didn't.  No inbetween genetic state.  The baby living just doesn't work
> for me.
>  
> But, I'm no geneticist, so feel free to prove me wrong.

I wish I could.  I'm not a geneticist either, but I play one on tv and your
analysis is correct.  The baby should have had no better chance for
survival than anyone else.

> Another thing that bothered me was the whole god/devil bit.  God, and the
> whole society that god set up, was entirely irrelevant and unnecessary!
> Flagg's society was already falling apart, and he was already doomed.
> God destroyed him by setting off the bomb, which one of his own people
> had brought to him.  The gathering of all those other people (the good
> guys) was entirely unnecessary and irrelevant!

Maybe, maybe not.  I got the impression that unless Larry and Ralph and
Glen went to Vegas to essentially sacrifice themselves, the The Hand Of God
might not have bothered to detonate the bomb.

Pete S.

------------------------------
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Date: 4 May 94 18:02:37 GMT
From: speralta@rd.hydro.on.ca (Samuel Peralta)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DeathWalker script discussion

The June 94 issue of Writer's Digest contains an article by Larry DiTillio
(who assumed JMS' column on scriptwriting there), which goes into some
detail on his creation of DeathWalker.

Among the interesting things are a reproduction of the first page of the
"story" and of the "script" for the episode, and an acknowledgement that it
was Harlan Ellison's idea to make the Dr. Mengele-type character a woman!
(He said that many other films had dealt with this theme, but that -all- of
them had cast a man in the role.)

B5 believers might want to check out some back issues of the magazine,
since JMS wrote liberally about B5 in this magazine while he had a regular
column there.

------------------------------

Date: 4 May 94 21:35:44 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ATT:JMS  Filming schedule

   Yes, all episodes have been filmed, and are in the can.  They have all
been edited.  Only two remain to be mixed (putting in the soundtrack and
sound effects), and that's it.  We're done.  Assuming we're picked up,
filming would begin around July 14 or so.  Some script work has been
started to give us a leg up on the season, one way or another.
 
   PTEN begins its year in January for reasons of its own selection.  It is
a PTEN artifact of choice.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 01:28:25 GMT
From: wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Diane Westerfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Survivors (no major spoilers)

An enjoyable episode.  Pretty decent.  All about friendship, and
alcoholism.  The scenes with Londo and G'Kar were good.  There were some
weak points in the plot, but generally I liked it.  The scene with
Garibaldi in the bar looking at the bottle was *very* well done.

One thing that bugged me was Garibaldi's speech to Leona at the end.  Am I
the only Yes fan on this newsgroup?  I have to say I was singing the chorus
to "Survival" there for awhile!  Given what he had gone through, it seemed
like he wouldn't be so chipper and motivational.  But the hug was good, I
have to admit.

Another thing: Both Ivanova and Leona look weird with their long hair
flowing down over their collars.  Especially Leona.  I mean, why would she
take her hair down when she was about to board a space ship? (Imagine the
tangled mess it would become after a few minutes in zero-g!)

Looking forward to next week's episode (and wishing my reception were
better so I could hear more of the dialogue!!)...

Diane Westerfield
wes5@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 02:48:02 GMT
From: wendy@uhunix3.uhcc.hawaii.edu (Wendy Schultz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: *colours*

Raise people's expectations, and they never stop wanting more.

NOW that Ron Thornton and crew have transformed space with color, I'd like
to request that John Vulich and crew consider transforming aliens with
color.  While I'm well aware of the successful-sentient-aliens-evolved-
from-predators theory, surely not all predators have skin/fur/scales in
variations of black, grey, taupe, beige, olive, brown, and similar neutral
tones beloved of fashion designers.

I'd like to see an alien with base skin tones of magenta and markings of
indigo and chartreuse, for example.  Especially insectoid and
reptilian/ichthyoid aliens - some of the most alien looking living beings
on this world are found in the depths of the oceans, and the colors they
display are astounding.

Check out _Within a Rainbowed Sea_ and _In A Sea of Dreams_ by Chris
Newbert & Birgitte Wilms, or _Colors of the Deep_ by Jeffrey L. Rotman, or
_Light in the Sea_ by David Doubilet, or almost an issue of the magazine
_Ocean Realm_: each of these demonstrates how wide the palette can be with
which B5's alien creation team can work.

Perhaps after the next molt, N'Grath will be emerald green with tangerine
wing cases?

Wendy L. Schultz
Hawaii Research Center for Futures Studies
wendy@hawaii.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 04:06:45 GMT
From: rknop@netcom.com (Robert Knop)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Pres. Santiago & Aliens

Warning: possible Survivors spoiler

I seem to remember in "Midnight on the Firing Line" that President
Santiago, in his victory speech, was reported as having said something
about "taking care of Earth's problems" or some such.  If I am remembering
correctly, he seems to have changed his tune somewhat in the intervening
few months.  Not that this would be the first time a President had changed
his tune mere months after being elected, but am I remembering this
correctly?

Rob Knop
rknop@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 04:57:50 GMT
From: rcromw1@umbc.edu (Ray Cromwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Need quote

  What did G'Kar say exactly in Survivors? Something like "The universe is
composed of 3 things: matter, energy, and enlightened self-interest"?

Thanks.

Ray

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 05:07:42 GMT
From: gblake@mis.nu.edu (Gregory Blake)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Survivors  <spoilers>

Well, I must say that I found this to be a very good episode.  Parts of it
seemed to be resolved a little too quickly.  Well ok, one part -
Garibaldi's drinking problem.  JMS, if you're out there, I really hope that
this isn't just glazed over and forgotten.  Well, two parts: The security
officer who was against G kind of softened up a little too quickly <though
we don't know how long she was around... I guess in a few days she might
soften a little>.

The acting seems to be really falling into place now... or maybe I'm just
getting a little more used to the characters.

All in all, I think I'd give this somewhere between a 7.5 and an 8.

Gregory Blake

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 08:33:47 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Survivors  <spoilers>

gblake@mis.nu.edu (Gregory Blake) writes:
>Well, I must say that I found this to be a very good episode.  Parts of it
>seemed to be resolved a little too quickly.  Well ok, one part -
>Garibaldi's drinking problem.

Perhaps, but best of all he *HAD* a drinking problem!  How many times have
we seen that same exact scene where the former drunk stares down the
bottle, but (of course) must "triumph" over their temptation?

It was VERY satisfying to see something different for a change!  As JMS has
said, these characters are NOT perfect (thankfully).

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 10:58:09 GMT
From: mes7177@tamsun.tamu.edu (Morgen Eric Schulz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Pres. Santiago & Aliens

Robert Knop <rknop@netcom.com> wrote:
>I seem to remember in "Midnight on the Firing Line" that President
>Santiago, in his victory speech, was reported as having said something
>about "taking care of Earth's problems" or some such.  If I am remembering
>correctly, he seems to have changed his tune somewhat in the intervening
>few months.  Not that this would be the first time a President had changed
>his tune mere months after being elected, but am I remembering this
>correctly?

Yep.  His platform was based on reinforcing Earth cultures, or something
like that, and cutting the budget.  Which means nothing, of course.  A
platform holds up only until the guy is elected.

Of course, there could be hidden motives for his posting an extra wing at
Babylon 5...we'll probably hear more about this later.

Morgen Schulz
mes7177@tamsun.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 12:12:25 GMT
From: shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com (Jim Shupe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Survivors" rating Etc.

Saw Survivors last night.  First off I really enjoy the titles of the
shows, they always seem to apply to far more in the story than just what we
initially think.

Anyhow, I'd give the show about an 8.75 for the reasons stated below.

Another excellent show Joe & crew.

<<SPOILERS>>

I really enjoyed the show, it allowed us some more looks into the people on
B5.  Ivanova's character is starting to become "part of the family" instead
of an outsider.  Londo and Garibaldi finally admit just how alike they are.
Garibaldi's past comes back to haunt him again... etc..

What I didn't like were fairly minor things but enough to cause a lower
rating.  First, if the EA president were coming to B5, don't you think his
(her?) ship would have more than 4 fighters escorting it?  Now maybe a
whole armada was just off screen but...  Also, I didn't care for the fairly
pat solution to the bomb threat... yeah, the plot twist was great, another
blast from the past coming back to haunt B5, but it seemed to all get
resolved too esily like ST has a tradition of doing.  Hey, is anyone else
getting the idea that the PRO-EARTH folks may have done in some of the
other B-Stations?

Like I said my problems were minor but significant enough to cut that sweet
taste I usually have after an episode.  Again, on the whole it was great.

shupe@rchland

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 12:20:13 GMT
From: markb@cimage.com (Mark Bernstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Internal politics of other races?

Watching "Survivors", and seeing the Home Guard raise its ugly head again,
made me wonder about something.  Will we be seeing the same sort of
factionalism and internal disputes within the alien races that we see in
humanity?  I find it a little hard to believe that all Narn or all Centauri
favor the same political and diplomatic policies.

Mark Bernstein
markb@cimage.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 14:51:31 GMT
From: nstrauss@netmare.corp.sgi.com (Nicholas Strauss)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Survivors w/ Spoilers

Well, what did I think of it...perhaps my favorite episode so far!

The bits of jovial friendship between Sinclair and Garibaldi were better
than ever, the first time I really believed they were friends.

Ivanova is really becoming good at this sly Jim Kirk style of deception and
trickery...ordering the communications tests was nice.  When I first saw
the character I thought she'd be much more spit-and-polish by-the-book
type.  Glad I was wrong.

Episode continued to build on the feeling that the humans who run B5 don't
know as much about what is going on as do the alien ambassadors.  When
Garibaldi was talking with Londo, I really got the feeling that he (Londo)
had some idea of what was happening.  Same thing with the Narn ambassador,
but not quite as strong a feeling.

Part I didn't like:

Why was it the 2nd in command of the president's security?  Whenever there
is a plot, it is always the second in command of the security team!  The
moment I saw him, I said "ah, and he's the one who is really behind it!"
Wasn't quite sure, from some of what the Narn and Centauri were saying it
seemed like an alien race might have been involved.  But then the moment he
(that second in command guy, name escapes me) said "oh, I'm going to check
the bays one more time" I thought "well, that cans it.  He's the one!"

Oh well, there are worse sins.

Nicholas Strauss
Network Operations Center
nstrauss@netmare.corp.sgi.com
pilot@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 16:14:21 GMT
From: feldman@tlgmax.zko.dec.com (Gary Feldman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Survivors  <spoilers>

I suppose I may as well help get the fire going.  I found this episode to
be average, at best.  The story line was a routine "let's frame one of the
regular characters" plot, with not very much complexity.  The President's
security chief, Major whatshername, acted like a bureaucratic incompetant
who would be more at home in Star Fleet than EA Security.  She never
questioned how the worker who was injured by the explosion at the beginning
(Nelson?) came to the conclusion that Garibaldi was at fault.  With
explosives, you always have to consider the possibility that a person
caught in the explosion might have been one of the saboteurs.

The best parts of the episode were the character development of Garibaldi
(most of which those of us who read here regularly already knew), and his
interactions with Londo, G'Kar, and to a lesser extent, Sinclair.  No great
revelations, but a few more bricks in the foundation.

Gary

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 16:29:50 GMT
From: matt@x.org (Matt Landau)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Survivors <spoilers>

gblake@mis.nu.edu (Gregory Blake) writes:
>Well, I must say that I found this to be a very good episode.  Parts of it
>seemed to be resolved a little too quickly.  Well ok, one part -
>Garibaldi's drinking problem.

What makes you think it's been resolved?  Garibaldi has just discovered
something important about himself - that he's not the person he thought he
was, and he hasn't overcome a problem he thought was in his past.  I will
be *very* surprised if this doesn't have repercussions for the character on
down the line.

Besides, JMS has already *said* that Garibaldi's past will catch up with
him, and will change him in some fundamental ways :-)

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 17:48:14 GMT
From: tlg4@po.cwru.edu (TJ Goldstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS -- Hint or continutity error?

I've mentioned this in passing in another post, but I think it needs to be
directly asked.

It has been established in previous episodes that Santiago is against alien
immigration.  (I specifically remember the announcement of his win, stating
that his platform was based on reinforcing Earth cultures and limiting said
immigration.)

Now we have him coming to the station to PROMOTE said immigration.

Have I missed something, or is this a clue underfoot?  Are things heating
up on the shadowy side of reality?

TJ Goldstein
tlg4@po.cwru.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 18:15:19 GMT
From: arromdee@jyusenkyou.cs.jhu.edu (Ken Arromdee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Survivors  <spoilers>

Gary Feldman <feldman@tlgmax.zko.dec.com> wrote:
>I found this episode to be average, at best.  The story line was a routine
>"let's frame one of the regular characters" plot, with not very much
>complexity.

With one difference:

For a good portion of the show, I considered the possibility that Garibaldi
was guilty.

I'd never do this on a Star Trek episode.

Hats off to JMS for creating a station where anything is possible, even for
main characters.

Ken Arromdee
arromdee@jyusenkyou.cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 18:28:12 GMT
From: palmerf@clark.net (f.palmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Survivors <spoilers>

gblake@mis.nu.edu (Gregory Blake) writes:
>The acting seems to be really falling into place now... or maybe I'm just
>getting a little more used to the characters.

Everyone except Sinclair. His performance in "Believer's" was excellent but
in this episode he was wooden from start to finish. This was especially
true during the scene where Garibaldi was explaining how he knew Leona.
Garibaldi was good throughout though.

On the other hand, I saw Ivanova's "Request Denied" joke coming from a mile
away and it was *still* hilarious. :)

Forrest Palmer
palmerf@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 18:42:51 GMT
From: mvp@netcom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Survivors  <spoilers>

Dean Adams <dadams@netcom.com> wrote:
>Perhaps, but best of all he *HAD* a drinking problem!

Still has, I bet.

Based on what JMS has said in other places, I think Garibaldi's drinking
problem is back, and is going to figure in a number of episodes.

Mike Van Pelt
mvp@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 19:01:58 GMT
From: cary@staff.circ.gwu.edu (Cary Abend)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Survivors - Garibaldi <SPOILERS>

I was very impressed with this episode.  It showed us a good combination of
action, character development, and the station.

We got a chance to see Garibaldi on the run, and how well he knows his job
and the station.  JMS stated that Garibaldi knows of N'Grath's existence
and would prefer to leave him as a security leak, rather than take the
chance that something he doesn't know about take his place.  Once Garibaldi
needs access to the Ambassadorial Section, he goes to N'Grath in an attempt
to buy the faked or stolen ids.  We also see that even though Garibaldi is
no longer a security officer N'Grath will NOT sell him the things he needs,
and even claims to be a regular businessbug (with hired, um, help).  After
narrowly escaping a security team (N'Grath's existence must be well known),
Garibaldi moves through a bulkhead from a non-oxygen atmosphere DIRECTLY to
an oxygen atmosphere.  I wonder how many such access corridors/secret
panels exist?  On a station this big, there must be very many.  Maybe even
some that Garibaldi would LIKE to know about.  We see from the scene at the
bar, that he doesn't know everything.  He had to ask about the back door.
What get me the most, however is that even after failing to purchase from
N'Grath, he STILL gets access to the Diplomatic Section.  Garibaldi knows
things that have not yet been seen.  Of course I never expected N'Grath to
be the only source of these things, after all B5 IS very large.

Enough about Garibaldi's job.  :)

The interactions between Garibaldi and nearly everybody else serve to build
up his character and background.  The best part was during the
interrogation where Garibaldi has to face himself.  He realizes that
remaining sober is a constant fight, and a moment's weakness can do him in.
His voice and expression are truly tortured.  The moments with Leanna were
good, but the dialogue ABOUT the Kemmer family with Sinclair was better.

We also see that the Home Guard has friends in HIGH places.  Second in
Command of Presidential Security is a fairly powerful place.

B5 just gets better and better!

Cary B. Abend
cary@staff.circ.gwu.edu
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Anthony & Bear & Blish & Brust (2 msgs) &
                     Busby & Cooper & Donaldson & Duane & Feist

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 16 May 1994 12:08:14 -0600 (MDT)
From: Rob Slade <ROBERTS@decus.ca>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Kill-o-byte" by Anthony
 
Ace Books
Berkley Publishing Group
200 Madison Avenue
New York, NY  10016
"Kill-o-byte", Anthony, 1993, 0-441-44425-3, US 6.99
 
In the early part of this century, an adventure story was published with
the cryptic title, "ODTAA".  Since this did not refer to a person, place or
thing in the story, the author was pressed for an explanation.  He finally
admitted that it stood for "One D----- Thing After Another."  Which is as
good a description as any of a Piers Anthony book.  They tend to be strings
of more or less random activities only barely constrained by the plot line.
One tends to see them as hero does this, hero does that, hero does the
other thing but it doesn't turn out quite right so hero does the other
thing again, more specifically.  It feels like a non-interactive text
adventure.
 
It is, therefore, appropriate that this book is about a computer game.  It
may also be appropriate that the game is a version of virtual reality.  A
recent column in InfoCanada states that to accept virtual reality you need
only blind yourself to reality.
 
Anthony's version of virtual reality is, of course, perfect.  So perfect
that a man who has been a paraplegic for some years is able to climb a rock
face without having to relearn how to use his legs.  The VR technology is
of little interest, however, since we are told almost nothing about it.
The game programming is more interesting, although we have to infer quite a
lot.
 
The ability to set up an interactive game situation is only an extension of
what is already available.  (Sorry, Piers, but to generate full motion
complete surround video with no time lags would take a lot more than a
Pentium processor, even leaving out audio, tactile and olfactory stimulus.)
The players of Kill-o-byte, however, are able to endue their characters
with appearance, mental, situation and physical attributes.  Physical and
appearance, given a workable VR, are no problem.  Situation can also be
programmed, as far as social class and luck are concerned, but
persuasiveness?  You would be able to persuade programmed features, or game
constructs as the book refers to them, but not other players.  With a great
deal of programming one might even be able to enhance the mental attribute
of intelligence by making it seem that the choice of a dumb move was
supported by unknown factors.  (I personally wouldn't want to have to try
the programming involved.)  But enhancing creativity and discipline is
simply out of the question.
 
The game, however, is supposed to be able to do all that, and more.  At one
point, a player with a truthful persona attempts to lie and is prevented.
Now the machine is a mind reader, too?  (As well as being able to paralyze
vocal chords?  For those arguing that the computer generates the speech, we
are told that players always speak in their own voices.)
 
I was, however, told to review the book because of the virus.  There is no
virus.  The programming referred to as a virus is not the least bit
reproductive.  Nor is it even a trojan horse or a logic bomb.  It is a
program patch, aimed at a specific, although random, user.  The player thus
patched is at the mercy of the cracker.  Once the player is locked into the
game, he or she is literally locked in: the VR gear cannot be removed by
the user.  (The makers of Kill-o-byte have never heard of bugs?  Fail-safe?
Deadman switches?  And, given that the multi-player aspects of Kill-o-byte
take place via modem, Piers Anthony has never heard of line noise?)
 
Anthony's cracker is supposed to be based on a composite from stories out
of "Cyberpunk."  The reptilian little character (ironically afraid of
snakes) is completely one-dimensional.  Most of the other characters behave
with less than the normal allotment of common sense.  The Kill-o-byte
technical support staff, confronted with a situation of a disabled person
locked into the VR gear, would rather play games than take action to
forestall a crisis that might see them sued out of existence.  The police,
likely personal friends of the afflicted individual, act with similar
unconcern.
 
For those who enjoy Anthony's style, this is Xanth with no puns and Phaze
with less crossover.  The aspects of technology in the book are really
non-existent, and simply serve to provide a faster changing backdrop to the
story.
 
copyright Robert M. Slade, 1994

Vancouver Institute for Research into User Security
Canada V7K 2G6
ROBERTS@decus.ca
Robert_Slade@sfu.ca
rslade@cue.bc.ca
p1@CyberStore.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 20:00:37 GMT
From: specfict@cyclops.demon.co.uk (Speculative fiction)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels : BEAR

Simon Kinahan (scgk@dcs.ed.ac.uk) wrote:
>>As a new Bear reader, what other of his books would you, the learned,
>>recommend?

> Eon and Eternity (definitely, very good 'hard' sf).
> The Forge of God & Anvil of Stars (The first is not so good, but you
>    must read it to understand the second which is excellent)
> The Infinity Concerto & The Serpent Mage (excellent fantasy)
> Blood Music (Very good hard sf again, very strange ending)

Also Psyclone (which is very good)
     Strength of Stones (one of his less well written books)
     Beyond Heavens River (Ok, slightly confused in parts)
     Hegira  (Novel concept, to quick an ending I feel)

Peter Wilkin
Kidbrooke
London. UK

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 14:20:28 GMT
From: pamuelle@ingr.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: suspicious names in _Black Easter_

I was rereading James Blish's _Black Easter_ yesterday, and I noticed that
many of the Catholic priests had suspiciously familar names:
  Father Boucher (Anthony Boucher, who was a devout Catholic)
  Father Vance (Jack Vance)
  Father Anson (Robert Anson Heinlein)

However, the others I couldn't identify:
  Father Uccello
  Father Monteith
  Father Selahny
  Father Rosenblum
  Father Atheling

Selahny sounds a bit like Zelazny, but I think that's a stretch.  I don't
have any idea who the others may be.

Phil Mueller
pamuelle@ingr.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 19:49:49 GMT
From: falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu (F A Levy-Haskell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: (style) - Agyar and 500YA

anrwlias@netcom.com (A.X. Lias) writes:
>I could swear that Yendi and Taltos were written before Jhereg, but
>published after.

Nope.  To the best of my knowledge, all of Steve's books have been
published in exactly the order written.  (Someone who's trying to make
their living solely by writing, or eager to do so, can't =afford= to keep
any novels "on the shelf.")

>If you read them in chronological sequence (as opposed to published
>sequence) the style of writing seems to improve.

I'm sure Steve will be less than thrilled to hear =that=.....  <g>

Fred A. Levy Haskell
falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 01:43:21 GMT
From: emma@kanpai.stanford.edu (Emma Pease)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust: (style) - Agyar and 500YA

anrwlias@netcom.com (A.X. Lias) writes:
>I could swear that Yendi and Taltos were written before Jhereg, but
>published after.  If you read them in chronological sequence (as opposed
>to published sequence) the style of writting seems to improve.  Also,
>Jhereg had definit references to the earlier books in it.
>
>Of course, Brust is a *very* talented writer.  It could be that the style
>seems to improve because Vlad's (as opposed to Brust's) style is maturing
>with practice.

I'm inclined to think the latter.  The narrator of Yendi and Taltos is much
younger and brasher than the narrator of Jhereg.  Taltos especially is
narrated within a short time of the events being told about (the remark at
the end about sometimes seeing Morrolan does not imply the relationship we
see in Yendi).  Vlad in Jhereg is much more worried about what he is doing.
Note the exchange with Aliera about the history of the cycle where he
mentions the Teckla as inventing farming and that Kieron united the houses
to get more land for farming and his feeling bad about killing the
sorceress (or letting Morrolan kill her).  My guess is that the battle he
was involved in at Barrit's tomb affected him greatly [one book had the
remark about Morrolan and Aliera acting like tin-pot deities], and I'm
hoping the book after Orca will cover that.  Not that I'm not looking
forward eagerly to Orca; it should be interesting to find out how Vlad has
changed.

By my understanding, Brust from the beginning was planning many books (one
for each house plus one more for the easterners).  We still have many
references even in Jhereg to events that we have not yet seen.  I suspect
details have changed [Brust has gotten older] but I suspect the general
overall plot hasn't changed too much.

Emma
emma@csli.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 20:00:28 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Recent reading:  F.M. Busby

Thanks for all the comments on McKinley.  I'd completely forgotten that I
read _Outlaws of Sherwood_ and agree with the opinion that it's fairly
different from the other books by McKinley that I've read.  I found it, um,
forgettable.  In the sense of I remember a lot of details from the book,
but I tend to forget that I read the book unless I'm reminded of it, which
is weird, since I read it less than two years ago.

Anyway.  I read _Slow Freight_ and _The Singularity Project_ (Busby),
interspersed with a bit more of _Atlas Shrugged_ (Rand) and also _Riders of
the Purple Wage_ (Farmer).  I'm not going to comment on Rand here and now
(I'll post again when I've finished part 2).  Farmer will constitute
another post, I think.

I read the Rissa Kerguelan trilogy and some of the ancillary novels a while
back; also _The Breeds of Man_.  Busby's writing style isn't something that
I rave about - it tells the story and that's about the size of it.
However, Busby does some things with telling the story that are, in my
experience, somewhat unusual.  Because this is all plotting stuff, a lot of
SPOILERS follow.  Forewarned, etc..

For one thing, he practices extrapolative sf in one of its purer versions.
_The Breeds of Man_ is near-future sf, in which an AIDS cure is pursued,
nearly got (catastrophically, of course, because the version of the virus
which survives the near-cure is contagious like the common cold is
contagious), then actually accomplished, but with a truly impressive
side-effect.  Fixing the side effect is the second major part of the
beginning of the book.  The impacts of that are the book as a whole.  Neat
hermaphrodites.  Cyclic.  Great trigger mechanism - very plausible.

_Slow Freight_ is similar.  Someone invents a neat gadget - transports
stuff from A to B.  Rather, that's what it's supposed to do, but instead
stuff just disappears.  Right along about when this hey, put stuff in it
never shows up anywhere aspect is being exploited, it is discovered that
stuff _is_ transported from A to B, with a "realtime" delay of two years
and no subjective time lapse.  Hmmm.  Spaceflight applications, check.  One
way time travel applications, check.  And you wouldn't believe the other
things Busby dreams up to do with this toy.

_The Singularity Project_ is another teleportation device, only Our Hero
doesn't know whether it's a scam or not.  You, the reader, get to spend a
few hundred pages trying to figure out whether it's a scam or not along
with him and, Busby's fair.  He gives you all the clues.  This is much more
techno-thriller than sf, however.

But I haven't yet got to the most interesting aspect of Busby's
story-telling: the sex.  Busby writes a lot of sex.  The first weird thing
about these sex scenes is that he tends to set up people in long-term
relationships, and keep merrily depicting sex throughout.  It isn't
titillating.  Near as I can tell, it isn't _meant_ to be titillating.  It
develops character, instead; it shows what's going on in the relationship,
and how the characters are responding to the events of the novel.  There's
an apparent bent for serial monogamy, but he depicts triads and other
multiples, sometimes favorably, sometimes not.  _The Singularity Project_
has a pre-op (and, towards the end, post-op) transsexual character depicted
sympathetically.  Oral sex tends to show up in sexual encounters that are
power-charge, rather than friendly/affectionate/even-handed.  I can't think
of any anal sex depictions, or, in fact, any notably favorable depictions
of homosexual encounters - comments about past encounters, yes.

So, in a desultory manner, I think what I'm trying to say is that Busby
isn't a great writer, but he tells a good story, and he tells part of the
story in a fairly unusual way.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 21:35:58 GMT
From: page@student.physics.upenn.edu (Chris Page)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: FANTASY: Louise Cooper's "Indigo"

alix@iastate.edu (L.A. Melloy) wrote:
> Anyone read it?  Anyone willing to discuss it?  Has anyone read book 7
> which came out earlier this year, but I have yet to lay hands on? :)

You mean the eighth book, Aisling, right? It wasn't bad, though I felt the
whole series was a mixed bag. Nearly gave up after the first book since it
was too predictable, but I picked it up recently and found they were good
if you viewed them as "mood pieces." Aisling isn't as grim or eerie or dark
as the first few are, but it does have some interesting twists and wraps up
fairly nicely. Though I still think Nocturne is the best of the lot, being
very effectively creepy and alien in places. In fact that book stands well
on its own without reading the rest of the series.  Unless you really mean
the seventh book, Revenant. That was good, except it got a bit too
sugary-sweet at the finale. Not unpalatable, but enough to make me a tad
uneasy.

Chris Page
page@student.physics.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 03:53:43 GMT
From: jimstark@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Fourth Gap Book

  I was lucky enough to get my hands on a galley copy of _The Gap Into
Madness: Chaos and Order_.  I am not finished with it yet, but I have
enjoyed it so far.  (I am on page 150 out of _620_.)  Donaldson continues
to throw new twists and surprises into the story.  I don't want to spoil
anything for you Donaldson vocabulary buffs, but the word 'infarction'
doesn't appear until page 139.  According to the cover, it will be
published on June 15.  Keep your eyes open for it!

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 14:11:02 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wizards!

Rebecca S. Crowley@hildy writes:
>>Much as I love Diane Duane's "Wizard" and "Door Into..." books, they're
>>suffering more and more from too many powerful wizards running around -
>>no threat seems really plausible any more.
>
> I've only read Fire and Shadow - not Sunset so perhaps you are referring
> to that one.  At any rate, I thought the entire point of Fire and Shadow
> was that these characters true enemies and threats were themselves?  Love
> your enemy - don't just conquer him/her/it/them.

The major point, yes, but not the entire point. There are still scenes
that, um, take place in reality, if you know what I mean. Bad guys who
threaten to disassemble the planet. It provides the backdrop for Duane's
actual storytelling ( :-) ); but it's becoming a flimsier backdrop because
the bad guys and the good guys are too monumental to get a grasp on. I
don't know if you've read _A Wizard Abroad_, but it has the same problem.
("No, I will *not* move your galaxy! Your galaxy is *fine* where it is!" -
Dairine)

I don't know. Maybe it's a minor problem. I'm still buying the books in
hardback, by special order, or by any other means necessary, so it can't be
too bad.

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 06:08:01 GMT
From: jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New novel by Raymond E. Feist

Ray is releasing the first volume of a trilogy this summer.  June or July,
I think.  Bad news: first release is in hardback.  We've made Ray so
popular they release him in hardback, now.

The title is something along the lines of _Shadow of a Dark Queen_ and the
trilogy name is The Serpentwar Saga.

The book is most definitely set in Midkemia, and starts considerably after
the close of _King's Buccaneer_.  As in, decades after.  Older characters
will make cameo appearances (i.e., Pug and Tomas), but the focus will be
two new, younger characters with supporting cast.  Apparently, Nakro and
Calis count as supporting cast - how much air time they get, I have no
idea.

John S. Novak, III      
jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu
jsn@camelot.bradley.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Gentle & Hawke (2 msgs) & Hubbard (3 msgs) &
                   King & Long (3 msgs) & MacIntyre & May (2 msgs) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 21:26:48 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rats & Gargoyles

Ron (rsm58307@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu) wrote:
>can someone e-mail me an explanation of the political forces at work in
>MG's Rats & Gargoyles (and now Architect of Dreams as well) world?

I think you mean _The Architecture of Desire_, which has some characters in
common with _Rats and Gargoyles_ (Valentin and Casaubon), but which IS set
in a different world (or so Mary believes, and I'm inclined to take her
word on it). It's been too long since I read it for me to even try and
explain the politics of R&G, since that's what most of the book is about,
and it has a highly complex structure. Basically, everyone is out to get
what they can for either themselves or their own group, depending on how
altruistic they are. At the start of the book, the Decans rule the Rats who
rule the Humans. Humans want out from under the Rats and Rats want to rule
the Humans without the Decans interference.

>I like the idea, but keep getting lost on who is capable of what and the
>like.

I found it to be one of those books you need to sit down with and not move
until you finish it, taking a LONG time on each page - try and speed-read
this one and you'd lose the lot, I reckon.

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 16:21:42 GMT
From: mfitz@bdmserver.mcl.bdm.com (Mike Fitz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Time Wars series by Simon Hawke

Does anyone know where I can find the Time Wars books by Simon Hawke (aka
Nick Yermakov) ?  There was a list of them posted awhile back, but no
bookstore I've been to has them, including used bookstores.  The only stuff
by him I see him are these Wizard of this or that books.  Which don't look
too interesting.  I'm beginning to wonder if they even exist.  Any help is
appreciated.

Thanks.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 00:01:37 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time Wars series by Simon Hawke

They exist. Can't tell you where to find them (if I knew, I'd tell my
brother, to whom I gave the first as a present and he came back with "Oh
*great*, I liked this one so now I have to *find* the other eleven...").
*Can* give you a checklist, in order:

The Ivanhoe Gambit
The Timekeeper Conspiracy
The Pimpernel Plot
The Zenda Vendetta
The Nautilus Sanction
The Khyber Connection
The Argonaut Affair
The Dracula Caper
The Lilliput Legion
The Hellfire Rebellion
The Cleopatra Crisis
The Six-Gun Solution

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 09:53:38 GMT
From: gsd@yrloc.ipsa.reuter.com (Gary S Dennis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mission Earth

Hubbard was a well-known writer of "pulp science fiction" way back when -
i.e.  he got lots of stories published in long-extinct SF mags from the
30's and 40's.  No problem there, that's where Asimov, Clarke and about a
zillion other revered super-beings came from. But at some point, Hubbard
either lost whatever mind he may have possessed and started believing that
a thing he dreamed up called an E-meter actually did something, or just
found it highly profitable to have others believe that and give him money
to teach them how to use it to free their inner being's awesome powers -
sort of a primitive form of bio-feedback and possibly even valid, but I
tend to be suspicious of religions whose basic pitch is "pay us $3000 for
this seminar and we'll change your life" followed by "another $3000 will
take you to the next level" and so forth. As you may gather, I'm not a fan
of Scientology.

Anyway, late in life Hubbard returned to writing SF in between jail terms
for tax evasion (or perhaps during them) and Mission Earth was born. I
can't really comment on Hubbard's writings as I've always been sufficiently
put off by his career as a pseudo-scientific pseudo-religious con artist
and the fact that I've yet to see anyone anywhere praise his writing that
I've tended to focus on writers who seemed likely to have something to
say...  

Gary Dennis
gsd@soliton.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 23:50:13 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mission Earth

Gary S Dennis (gsd@yrloc.ipsa.reuter.COM) wrote:
>Anyway, late in life Hubbard returned to writing SF in between jail terms
>for tax evasion (or perhaps during them) and Mission Earth was born.

I have never heard of L. Ron Hubbard spending any time in jail for tax
evasion. I know that his organizations have had problems with IRS and its
counterparts in other countries but L. Ron himself going to jail?!

Could you please elaborate? 

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 01:42:44 GMT
From: lindsay+@cs.cmu.edu (Donald Lindsay)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mission Earth

<ahasuer@clark.net> wrote:
>I have never heard of L. Ron Hubbard spending any time in jail for tax
>evasion. I know that his organizations have had problems with IRS and its
>counterparts in other countries but L. Ron himself going to jail?!

You are correct: Hubbard never went to jail, nor was he ever arrested.

His third wife, on the other hand, got jail time after pleading guilty to
wiretapping FBI offices. Some of her Church staff went with her. Perhaps
that's what the poster is trying to remember.

D.C. Lindsay
Carnegie Mellon Computer Science

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 18:06:57 GMT
From: maynard@marcam.com (Tom Maynard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Gunslinger

This is probably mis-posted, but I saw some discussion of Stephen King's
Gunslinger series in relation to The Stand miniseries.  Anybody have any
knowledge of the next Gunslinger book (IMHO King's best work)?  Sorry for
the tangent!!

Tom Maynard
maynard@marcam.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 21:25:52 GMT
From: hbjou001@huey.csun.edu (richardg grayson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Frank B. Long: The young man w/ spectacles

   On Saturday Jan. 2nd, sf lost one of its founding authors - Frank
Belknap Long, Jr. died at the age of 90.  Not much has been heard about
Long in the past several years, save for the Lovecraft Centennial
Conference, but he has given us a body of work that will go on to amaze
human beings for eons...  Since Long was such an admirer of Arthur Machen's
work, I find it very interesting that H.P.L. would call him the "Young Man
in Spectacles" - you'll recall that description from reading "THE THREE
IMPOSTORS".

   Much of Long's early (and mid-life) works remain unpublished in book
form, having been in early pulp magazines like THRILLING WONDER STORIES,
and many of his short novels were in the magazine he edited for, SATELITE.
I have not come across another soul ever who I could discuss Long's work
with, but I hope that SOME will remember him - it seems to me he deserves
an honor for his work, an immortalization in the form of a WORLD FANTASY
AWARD, a lifetime HOWARD (named after his friend E'ch Pi El).

   Any information regarding specific issues of pulps with Long, Arkham
House and other hardcovers by him, or anything signed by him would be
appreciated...

   I recently saw Robert Bloch (one of the last remaining Lovecraftian
correspondents), and he remarked upon seeing an anthology that virtually
all the authors it contained had passed on, save for him and L. Sprague de
Camp.  Age is something that humans have to deal with, certainly, and 90
years is a full life, especially considering all the astonshing tales that
Frank Belknap Long has thrilled us with over the years...  I was, of
course, too young to have ever met the man, and as a fellow author
(unpublished) I would have liked that immensely.  Still, if he and his work
are remembered by others there is balm...  and unlike the OUTSIDER, that
balm is not found in nepenthe.  We can take solace in the fact that without
Long, science fiction would have lacked a great WEALTH.

P.M. Grayson
hbjou001@huey.csun.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 22:37:04 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Frank B. Long: The young man w/ spectacles

richardg grayson (hbjou001@huey.csun.edu) wrote:
>On Saturday Jan. 2nd, sf lost one of its founding authors -
>Frank Belknap Long, Jr. died at the age of 90.  
[...]
>I have not come across another soul ever who I could discuss Long's work
>with, but I hope that SOME will remember him - it seems to me he deserves
>an honor for his work, an immortalization in the form of a WORLD FANTASY
>AWARD, a lifetime HOWARD (named after his friend E'ch Pi El).
[...]
>We can take solace in the fact that without Long, science fiction would
>have lacked a great WEALTH.

I have read my fair share of FBL but I never considered him one of sf's
'founding authors'. A reliable pulp author - yes, a nice horror writer -
sure, but to say that 'without Long, science fiction would have lacked a
great WEALTH' is a stretch (IMHO, of course).

Either I have not read the stuff that makes you think him so great, which
is entirely possible given how much he has written over the years, or our
criteria differ. Care to specify the works you think are especially good?

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 19:53:07 GMT
From: hbjou001@huey.csun.edu (richardg grayson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Frank B. Long: The young man w/ spectacles

   First off, Ahasuerus is definitely more of an accurate sf historian than
I am.  He is quite a good one at that, I must say.

   I did say my previous statements were stilted...  Much as I have a
predilection for Long's works, others may not.  It is not merely the
favoritism that gives merits to an author.  I agree with that.  Kuttner
certainly did produce more noteworthy sf, and I feel the same way.  Henry
Kuttner deserves much recognition.

   No, there is no comparison between "It Was the Day of the Robot" and
"1984", as Orwell *is* world renowned and known in schools and
households...  I feel Henry Kuttner deserves more recognition than he has
been given, too.  (Ashasuerus, see my mail to you about Kuttner's "Fury".)

   So, you see it is merely due to the fact that I have a tremendous liking
for reading Long's work, plus his passing on, that I mentioned the line
about taking solace.  To many other folks, FBL may just be another face in
the crowd.  We all have our opinions.

   "The Rim of the Unknown" (1972), as far as I can recall, is a totally
separate volume from "The Hounds of Tindalos".  Both are Arkham House
editions, but "Rim" reprints different tales from various pulps (including
Gernsback's Science Fiction Plus).  The tales in that book date from the
'30s-'50s.

   The paperback originals which Long produced in the '60s were on the
whole adaquate, but a few were more than that.  This is my personal
feeling, however, not anyone elses.  I like them all.  Briefly mentioning a
few other things, I recall that Long made some references in "Journey Into
Darkness" about drug experimentation - that was definitely a current issue
of the time period.

   As far as risque sf is concerned, yes there certainly was some far
before Farmer's time, but Farmer was very diligent in his work on "The
Lovers" and many other novels.  "Woman From Another Planet" (FBL, 1960) is
just overlooked, as I mentioned before, because it was mis-represented as a
book for "thrills" sake.  Was there (if I recall correctly) mention of
necrophilia (revolting and risque for certain) in Weird Tales with C.M.
Eddy's (and H.P. Lovecraft, since he ghost-wrote for this piece) "The Loved
Dead"?  Yes, Henry Kuttner did write some risque tales, and that was part
of the reason why he had to take to writing under pseudonyms (also to have
more than one story in an issue, $ again... Starving authors need to eat.)
in Astounding and elsewhere.  Lewis Padgett was probably the most popular
of those, but there were *several* he used.

   Long's final sf novel was "Survival World" (1970) - his later '70s
material was taken up by 4 gothics written under his wife's name (Lyda
Belknap Long, 2 Lancer pbks, an Avon, and one Zebra), "Night of the Wolf"
(a Pop. Library horror novel), and that is about it.  His final works were
mostly short stories and poetry.  I still haven't read his last tales in
Lin Carter's Weird Tales paperback incarnation, Robert M. Price's "Astro
Adventures" (Cryptic Publications), and Crypt of Cthulu.  I do, however,
have his _Autobiographical Memoir_, which was published by Necronomicon
Press (1985) - the published Marc Michaud replied to this post when it was
transferred (not by my hands) to the Cthulhu newsgroup.

   Again, Ashasuerus does have much more experience in these matters, as I
have not been on this Earth long enough to garner as much knowledge...  He
also has access to much more as far as pulps go.  His expertise in the
realms of sf amazes me.

   Thanks to all who have taken note of Mr. Long's passing.  I only wished
to see him remembered.  While he may not have been as important as HPL, he
was important.  Perhaps (discounting my own opinion) he was not a founding
author...  but he had longevity and success.

On a pilgrimage to the altar of Chaugnar Faun (see "The Horror From the
Hills"),

P.M. Grayson

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 14:39:51 GMT
From: shsilver@indiana.edu (shsilver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review:  MacIntyre's The Woman Between the Worlds

On 23 November, 1898, an invisible woman approaches a London tattoo-shop
asking to receive a full-body tattoo so she can appear in public.  After
overcoming the shop-owner's cynicism, mostly with money, he agrees to
complete the woman's tattoo.  Thus begins F. Gwynplaine MacIntyre's first
novel.

The Woman Between the Worlds is a first person account of the events which
follow that fateful night in Victorian England and a strange other realm
whose inhabitants are invisible to humans since they only reflect
ultraviolet light (humans appear shadowy to these aliens).  The other realm
has been taken over by a tyrant known as the Dreadful Eye and the invisible
woman, Vanessa, is a rebel who has fled to Victorian London to escape from
his forces and try to restore her world to the way it was.

Perhaps the strongest point of MacIntyre's book is his ability to capture
the style of Victorian writers.  The less fantastic portions of the book
can be read as if they came directly from a late Victorian diarist, and
even the fantastic parts read as if written by H.G. Wells or some other
Victorian author.  At the same time, MacIntyre's prose is easier to read
than much of the Victorian prose it is based on.

I very much found myself comparing TWBtW to another recent novel set in
Victorian England: Anno Dracula by Kim Newman.  Like Newman's book, TWBtW
is a who's who of Victorian England, although MacIntyre restrains himself
by limiting his cameos to actual Victorians, mostly occultists.
Appearances are made by William Yeats, Arthur Conan Doyle, George Bernard
Shaw, Sir William Crookes, Bram Stoker, Edith Bland, and of course, the
king of Victorian occultists, Aleister Crowley, who plays a major role in
the book.

Steven H Silver
Indiana University
shsilver@ucs.indiana.edu
shsilver@iubacs.bitnet  

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 12:05:41 GMT
From: wigs@yoyo.cc.monash.edu.au (Aaron Wigley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Julian May:  any comments on _Diamond Mask_?

Michael J. Gilson (gilsonm@csss314.cs.hh.ab.com) wrote:
>Finished it a few weeks ago and found it to be a letdown after JtB.  The
>plot was slow in developing and the writing just wasn't as crisp as
>previous efforts.  May added several major teasers for the next book.  The
>overall feeling I got was DM's a (disposable) stepping stone between JtB
>and the next book.

I read it on the weekend (finally). I enjoyed reading it. A lot of people
may pass _Diamond_Mask_ off the same way _The_Empire_Strikes_Back_ was, in
that it by itself, it didn't seem strong. But when you read/watch it as
part of the trilogy, it may add clues/nuances that might otherwise be
hidden.

Is _Diamond_Mask_ the same?

Aaron Wigley
wigs@yoyo.cc.monash.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 20:45:25 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Julian May:  any comments on _Diamond Mask_?

The ending was definitely weak (IMO).  I enjoyed most of the book - it
wasn't very deep, but it was interesting, and I could believe some of the
parent/child conflicts over operancy, for example.

However, near the end it sort of lost it, IMO.  Especially disappointing
was the ending wrt Fury.  I can't talk about it without a spoiler, but it
was not very well done (IMO).  The character of the adult Diamond Mask was
a bit hard to believe (I don't recall the Pliocene Exile stories much,
maybe this was necessary for continuity??) the romantic plot device at the
end was pretty strained.  Oh well, that's my $.02 anyway.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************


1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA28125; Wed, 18 May 94 11:29:52 EDT
Date: Wed, 18 May 94 11:29:52 EDT
Message-Id: <9405181529.AA28125@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #383
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Wed, 18 May 94 11:29:52 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #383
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 18 May 1994      Volume 19 : Issue 383

Today's Topics:
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                     Marge Piercy (2 msgs) & Reed &
                     Ripley & Stephenson

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 10:12:09 GMT
From: atp@christa.unh.edu (Andrew T Piskorski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _The City Who Searched_ by Anne McCaffrey and S.M. Stirling

atp@christa.unh.edu (Andrew T Piskorski) writes:
>_The City Who Searched_ by Anne McCaffrey and S.M. Stirling ISBN:
>0-671-87599-X

Agh.  I don't believe I did this.  The title of the book is _The City Who
Fought_.  I was tired and thinking of McCaffrey's previous book set in that
world...

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 21:07:18 GMT
From: lrucker@parcplace.com (Lee Ann Rucker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent reading:  Robin McKinley

rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley") wrote:
>unless someone tells me something else by McKinley is totally different
>and absolutely wonderful, I'm going to quit there.  I think four books is
>a fair trial.

She's written a Robin Hood story (I've forgotten the title) which I thought
was better than _The Blue Sword_ and _The Hero and the Crown_ (I got those
two based on having read the Robin Hood book, and was somewhat disappointed
in them).  The premise is that Robin's not the super archer, etc. of the
stories.  Marian is actually the one who wins the archery contest in
disguise, and she and his other friends have to help him out.  It's amusing
light reading, and totally different from the other two books.

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 00:54:07 GMT
From: erolb1@aol.com (ErolB1)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

wrath@cs.umbc.edu (Vijay Gill) writes:
>After seeing the Gor series mentioned here, I went to a local used book
>reseller and bought a copy to see for myself.  Suffice it to say that I am
>still shuddering.  It was so bad that I was writhing in embarrassment,
>like when you see someone you know make a fool of themselves in public.  I
>was expecting it to be bad, but this bad?

It depends on which book you got: The lack of quality in the series is
highly variable. Some of the books are *that* bad, while others are merely
bad.

Personally, I consider the Gor books to be "rotgut whisky for the mind."
The stuff is of low and uncertain quality, has a nasty taste, and can be
damaging to the system, especially if consumed in larger quantities. But it
packs a 100 proof emotional punch that makes it very popular among some
people (even while they cheerfully admit it's trash) - and very unpopular
among others.

Erol K. Bayburt

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 13:34:58 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

Egil Geir Brautaset (egbr@Lise.Unit.NO) wrote:
>Has anyone noticed the resemblance between 'Tarnsman of Gor' (first in the
>Gor series) and 'A Princess of Mars', the first of Edgar Rice Burroughs'
>John Carter, Warlord of Mars series?

Many people have.  The most common initial reaction to the series was
"*Another* ERB pastiche."

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 20:00:03 GMT
From: an321@freenet.carleton.ca (John Angus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

bas53436@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Bobak A. Schnackel) says:
>Come on, is there nobody out there who'll admit to re-reading the end of
>Hunters of Gor more than once?  (Or am I just a sick bastard?)
[Scene description deleted]

I do indeed remember that scene. In fact, this was the book that lost it
for me. I can suspend belief to a certain extent, and allow for the hero to
be the biggest, baddest nastiest dude around, but for him to take on 30 or
40 guys with a sword and whip them... uh uh. No, that was just too much for
me. I believe this, or the book following, was also where he just went too
much over the edge for me, in his philosphising about how happy women would
be if they were kept in chains. I stopped reading them soon after.

>Is this a man for teenage boys to aspire to be, or not!  
>
>I just realized why I'm so screwed up now.  It was John Norman and his Gor
>books.  Maybe Ed Meese was right after all?

Oh yeah? You ever read the series' by Sharon Green?  First we have the
Terrilian series (I don't know how many). In this one a gorgeous female
agent for an intergalactic government goes undercover on a barbarian world
and basically becomes the sex slave of an enormous barbarian leader. A nice
guy, really, even if he does cane her bottom if she talks back, and lend
her out to friends.

Then there was the Diana Santee series. Again we have a secret agent
working for an interstellar government. In the first book she is physically
changed into the body of a 15 year old barbarian princess and goes
undercover on a barbarian world (sound a little familiar?).  Of course she
gets kidnapped, raped and abused a lot. In the second book she's still in
the teenaged body (seems for some reason I can't remember it was too hard
to change back). She goes undercover on some rich folks pleasureworld
and...guess what, gets taken prisoner, raped, abused, etc, etc.. I don't
know how many were in this series either. It's been a decade or so. They
were put out by DAW, but I don't know if her and her books are still
around.

Anyway they were far worse than Norman's Gor books when it came to the
perils of their heroines.

John D Angus
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 14:52:35 GMT
From: schwarz@lipp.mch.sni.de (Andreas Schwarz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue) writes:
>   Players of Gor

I only want to say this :

In my country this book has not been published in translation.  The
publisher, who starts the cycle of GOR ends the publishing with the book
before in case of a possible indexiation of this book !!!!  It's blaming,
but we have a council that wakes over the morality of books to print and
even the possibility of the prohibition ( these kind of books can only be
sold in special order and only for adults and mustn't be placed in
shop-windows ) was reason enough for the publisher ( in other cases one of
the best ( my opinion ) in Germany ) to break the whole cycle.

I must say, that I don't like the GOR books as some of my best, in fact I
find them sometimes very, very less leveled but, I wanted to collect them
all for I started the cycle long time before.  But never I would have
thought that SUCH a reason prevent me to fulfill my collection ... It's
very sad !

Chiron McAnndra 
Munich Germany
chiron@cube.net

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 22:40:32 GMT
From: Henri@PDCS.com (Henri Socha)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Marge Piercy an SF author

Ms. Piercy writes in a number of areas. Though I have not read her poetry
or other non-sf fiction (yet), I have read "He, She, and It" and "Woman On
The Edge of Time".

"He, She, and It" is a definite MUST of an sf read IMHO. It's under a
hundred years in the future, the ozone layer's blown out, corporations
rule, and those who can are 'plugged' into the net (is everybody doing this
now?)

Our story takes us to a small town making its living (partially) by selling
anti-virus software to the corps. The 'it' is a golem (cyborg) created by 2
of the town's inhabitants that is slowly learning to be human. This 'golem'
is told a story about another golem from 17th century Prague.

I feel there are three ribbons running through this novel. The story of one
individual trying to recover her child from a corporation, the story of the
main characters from the small town (golem, creators, etc.) , and the story
of the 17th century golem.

I also thought this novel won an English sf award (A.C. Clark I think) but
I have not been able to reverify. In any case, it's great SF.

"Woman On the Edge of Time" is completely different. A woman labeled insane
in today's world is in contact with a utopian society a few hundred years
in our future. This novel is partially a study of current U.S. insane
asylums and how if someone is stuck there, there's no way out. No matter
what you do, positive or negative, if nobody is on your side, you're still
labeled crazy. This is compared with a very egalitarian society in the
future. All share, care about the environment, work together, etc..

Interestingly, one chapter (#15) also brings in a very undesirable future
society. It is Cyberpunk-ish and got me to read Gibson's "Neuromancer".
Though different than Neuromancer's there are strong similarities. But
"Woman" was published first!

Do you think this is an sf novel?
I am opening up the lines for discussion (if there are takers).

Henri Socha
SONY Electronic Publishing
1 Lower Ragsdale Dr.
Monterey, CA 93940
henri@pdsc.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 14:47:20 GMT
From: eslyons@husc9.harvard.edu (Elizabeth Lyons)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: T1: Marge Piercy an SF author

I, too, enjoyed _He, She and It_, although I haven't yet read the other
(it's currently gathering dust on a bookshelf while I study feverishly for
finals).  Maybe it was just the milieu, but I found a lot of similarities
that were really interesting between Piercy's cyberpunk and Sterling's,
especially _Islands in the Net_.  Many of the same issues crop up, although
"islands" doesn't deal with cyborgs.  Anyone else catch the same vibes? I
am specifically referring to the depictions of the intersection between
maternity and career.

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 22:33:00 GMT
From: ENGMJA@engensvr.ltec.com ("Aylor, Mark")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Robert Reed

I have almost everything written by him (several autographed since he lives
here in Lincoln Nebraska).

I did not like _Black Milk_ as much as _The Remarkables_. The "aliens" were
wonderful. Almost true aliens. While it took me several tries to get into
_Down the Bright Way_ (I don't much care for poseurs - get a real life...
your own) once I did, I liked it better than _Black Milk_ too. After that,
I would rate Black Milk my third favorite.

As far as mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)'s remark 
that:
>he doesn't do the philosophical/moral/whatever type of speculation that
>would make the work great.

Then you have not read _Black Milk_, _The Remarkable_ or _Down the Bright
Way_, because those are all chock full of moral/philosophical
issues/judgements. (I don't mention the others because it has been to long
since I read them and don't remember much).

If I see him again (probably at his next book signing), I'll let him know
that there are actually other people out there that like his stuff. :)

Mark J. Aylor
maylor@ltec.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 14:56:35 GMT
From: dani@telerama.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ripley: The Warden of Horses

"The Warden of Horses" is the second book in Karen Ripley's "Slow World"
trilogy, and it should not come as a surprise that it reads like the second
book in a trilogy.

The first book, "The Persistence of Memory", was quite good.  It begins
with a woman who thinks of herself as Cassidy riding a horse in the middle
of nowhere, with no memory of her past, or of how she got there.  It turns
out that she's in a world of people whose memories are in even worse shape
than hers to the point where they aren't even curious about what they're
missing, or particularly aware of how little sense their world makes.
Towards the end of that book she hears of a man known as the Warden, who is
particularly interested in people with Memories and determines to seek him
out.  (I've left out most of the details - the Villages, the monsters, the
telepathic links between Horsemen and their horses, the reason Cassidy ends
up fleeing the Villagers for her life but, it doesn't make a lot of sense
to read "The Warden of Horses" without reading the first book anyhow.)

Typically enough for second books in a trilogy, most of "The Warden of
Horses" is spent getting from Here to There, with 'There' in this instance
being the city of the Warden.  Along the way, Cassidy's memories improve
(we learn later that the rule for people with Memories is that their
memories of our world fade with time), and as they improve, she is
increasingly beset by attacking monsters as are the people she is with or
through whose land she passes.

At her destination, Cassidy picks up a few more clues, including a
reference to "The Alchemist of Time" (which I've capitalized because,
coincidentally or not, it's the title of the forthcoming third book in the
trilogy).  The book ends with Cassidy and most of the other main characters
the trilogy has acquired to date going off to seek the Alchemist.

It's hard to evaluate middle-of-series books.  They are almost invariably
weaker than their neighbors, having neither the freshness and innovation of
the first book nor the answers and resolutions of the last.  It often comes
to a question of how competent the author is at writing about a character
going from Here to There.  In this case, 'so-so', but good enough that I'll
be reading the third book when it appears.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
dani@telerama.lm.com
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Date: Tue, 17 May 1994 13:25:35 -0600 (MDT)
From: Rob Slade <ROBERTS@decus.ca>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Snow Crash" by Stephenson

Bantam Books
666 Fifth Ave.
New York, NY   10103
or
1540 Broadway
New York, NY 10036
"Snow Crash", Stephenson, 1992, 0-553-56261-4, U$5.99, C$6.99
 
"Snow Crash" has been lauded for its accurate portrayal of technology and
its contribution to the expanding cyberpunk genre.  What most reviewers
have neglected to mention, or perhaps didn't notice, is that Stephenson can
be very funny when he wants to be.  We first meet our hero, or protagonist,
Hiro Protagonist in, as the cover blurb has it, "a future America so
bizarre, so outrageous ... you'll recognize it immediately."  That future
is of ever-expanding strip malls crowded with international franchises and
franchise nations, where pizza "deliverators" spent four years at Cosa
Nostra Pizza University learning the trade and were then assigned the
fastest cars on the road, a bullet proof black uniform and a sidearm that
plugs into the cigarette lighter and can take down a telephone pole with
one round.  This is not an addition to cyberpunk, this is a parody of it.
 
Well, perhaps not entirely.  The punk side gets a good working over, but
Stephenson seems to play the technical side pretty straight.  In fact, this
often seems like two books running in parallel; the lighthearted look at an
absurd future and a computer thriller which takes itself very seriously,
indeed.
 
Stephenson tells us in the acknowledgements that he is a programmer but,
that is obvious from fairly early on.  He understands what computers can,
and can't do.  He understands bandwidth.  He understands protocols.  He
understands that graphics are pretty but, words get the work done.  You may
not necessarily agree with where he goes from there, but the technically
literate will at least not have to suspend disbelief regarding the base
technologies.
 
The Snow Crash of the title is, in different forms, drug, virus and
information virus.  It is a universal virus, similar to the postulated
universal computer virus, which spreads through minds rather than computer
systems.  As proposed by Stephenson, this uses a means of universal
communications based upon the underlying structures of the brain.  Thus, it
can be spread either by a biological vector or an informational one.
According to the story, this universality of communication was once a part
of the human race, but a factor of it allowed a program to be written to
destroy itself (giving rise to a new form of consciousness).  The villain
of the piece now wishes to return humanity to the former status, after
which he will have total control.  Hackers are a particular threat to this
plan because of their mental discipline, but are also at risk since their
familiarity with machine coding makes them susceptible to a particular
graphical display.
 
Stated baldly like that it sounds extremely implausible.  Stephenson,
however, brings in a mass of research into Sumerian civilization,
linguistics, higher Biblical (particularly redaction) criticism, and so
forth.  (He also brings in a modified form of the "cosmic seeding" theory
of the origin of life.)
 
Given the extensive research and Stephenson's familiarity with computers,
it is odd that when we start getting the explanatory version of Snow Crash,
down around chapter fifty-six, he doesn't draw the obvious analogies to
computer viral programs.  The "linguistic infrastructure" of our brains
could be likened to the processor: the "higher languages" are operating
systems.  Thus the Stoned virus can infect the hard disk of any Intel/BIOS
machine regardless of whether it is running OS/2, UNIX or Windows NT.  (The
transmission of the virus, though, requires the "higher language" of
MS-DOS.)  Of course, if you do point this out, you have to defend against
the criticism that the *real* underlying structure is digital electronics,
that digital electronics do not respond to processing and that not all
processors are the same.
 
Still: a good read, interesting ideas, amusing bits.  Some inconsistency in
style, and some definite inconsistencies in slang and dialogue.  Overall a
worthwhile diversion.
 
copyright Robert M. Slade, 1994   

Vancouver Institute for Research into User Security       
Canada V7K 2G6
ROBERTS@decus.ca
Robert_Slade@sfu.ca
rslade@cue.bc.ca
p1@CyberStore.ca
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Date: 5 May 94 19:22:39 GMT
From: jeffski@nature.berkeley.edu (Jeff Wutzke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Survivors  <spoilers>

arromdee@jyusenkyou.cs.jhu.edu (Ken Arromdee) wrote:
> With one difference: For a good portion of the show, I considered the
> possibility that Garibaldi was guilty.  I'd never do this on a Star Trek
> episode.  Hats off to JMS for creating a station where anything is
> possible, even for main characters.

On the contrary, I was 100% confident from the beginning that he did not do
it. Just as last week I was sure that the Doctor would not resign or be
fired. It's the old "They're in the credits" syndrome, which TREK, yes,
that's right, of all things, Star Trek, overcame in its first season by
killing off Tasha Yar. If only they would kill of another major character,
even Picard, I would have much more respect for that show. But that's an
aside.

As soon as Ms. Stoneface Security Chief appeared, I thought she did it.
When it turned out to be her aide, I was not too surprised. And at the end
of the touchy-feely scene with Sinclair and Garibaldi, I almost turned of
the TV, before I noticed it was only 8:51. "Bet Garibaldi and the woman
make up at the end," I told my roommate, and I was right. Down to the woman
letting her hair down, to signal to us the viewers that she is now soft and
reticent, instead of cold and harsh.

I'm sorry, but after this and Believers I don't see how any B5ers can fault
Trek for being soft and predictable. I still l like the basic premise of
B5, and the 5 year story arc in principle, but be honest. If "Sinclair"
were changed to "Picard", etc., do you think that this in any way would be
different from some of the poorer variety of ST episodes that you all
deride?  (Especially after the last few weeks of DS9, but again that's an
aside.)

Good things:

Loved the President's "roulette wheel" starship. Very cool. But most
importantly, did anyone else notice the heat sinks/radiators on the back of
his ship? Identical in shape and color to the fins on B5. This would seem
to be an interesting bit of information for those who speculated that all
the races together, instead of just the EA, built B5. At a minimum it would
seem that EA plans were used...

Jeffski
jeffski@nature.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 19:33:57 GMT
From: toddh@garnet.berkeley.edu (Todd Horowitz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: .....Survivors was Great?[spoilers]

   I was disappointed. After a run of interesting, sometimes provocative
episodes, this was for me a return to mediocre episodes like "Infection".
Ok, it wasn't as offensively bad as "Infection", but neither was it all
that interesting.
   I get the impression somebody said: well, he LOOKS like Bruce Willis, so
we should give him a Bruce-Willis type episode. Lots of fistfights, but
otherwise fairly predictable. You KNEW that the defrocked Garibaldi would
run into the zombie criminal he tried to beat up earlier. Once we saw that
Garibaldi was losing the fight, we KNEW that Sinclair would happen along to
save him. And what was Sinclair doing roaming around the underside of B5
looking for Garibaldi? Surely he had his hands full with other duties. And
if he didn't, why didn't he bring along a few trusted security officers?
   The presidential security officer's treachery was tipped off in advance.
The way he told the Major that he was going to check the bays left no doubt
that he was going to sabotage them.
   On the other hand, the major (sorry I'm blanking on names) was far too
easily convinced of Garibaldi's theory. One clue and she's convinced enough
to bring Garibaldi along. What happened to wheels-within-wheels? She should
be far more suspicious of Garibaldi. She should have left him under guard;
not bring him along to confront her underling. What if the two men were in
league? What if Garibaldi pulled something? She should have left Garibaldi
and brought some backup with her (if she believed Garibaldi enough to
suspect her number two). The only reason the scene worked out as it did was
in order to enable Garibaldi to redeem himself.
   Oh, and why did she spend the whole episode with her hair up, and then
let it down at the end, when we're supposed to sympathize with her again?
Cheap manipulation.
   Finally, if someone mentioned the phrase "dying inside" one more time I
was going to vomit. I thought B5 was getting over the formulaic dialogue of
the early episodes. Maybe next week.

   On the good side, I did enjoy Ivanova's "I do hope you're going to
resist" line; that was precious.  She still gets the best dialogue of the
EA characters. And what was with Londo? Why was he so depressed? His
exuberant sarcasm usually makes ANY episode joyful!

Todd

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 19:52:33 GMT
From: szgilalu@chip.ucdavis.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS -- Hint or continutity error?

>Are you suggesting that in the 23rd century, politicians don't change
>their mind any more?  What a Utopia :)

Well, they could but...

   Actually, I'm glad this point was mentioned.  I had a definite !HUH!?
reaction concerning precisely that. It never occurred to me that this could
be a deliberate curve ball from JMS (actually, more like a curve ball with
a few grenades attached to it).  Consider this: An effort was made to
highlight Sinclair's disgust regarding the election results and the
winner's platform at the end of ? (Apologies - I don't remember, was it
MOTFL?).  Now said politician has apparently done a complete 180.
   2 reasons: 1)All the writers went brain-dead and we *do* have a MAJOR 
                continuity problem or:
              2)We are going to get the proverbial 2x4 between the eyes 
                (as JMS so delicately put it.)
                 
I vote #2. You're right, Yuan. Politicians can change their minds.
However, now it's going to be ok-what-do-those-machiavellian-writers-
have-up-their-sleeve-this-time torture... sigh... JMS, you're such a
sadist...

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 20:23:52 GMT
From: doppler@titan.ucs.umass.edu (David E. Wall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Survivors  <spoilers>

On the whole I agree with what has been said about the episode.  For me the
most interesting part was the dialog between Garibaldi and the ambassadors.

With Londo we learned more about the "soul" of the Centauri ambassador, yet
at the same time knew (as did Garibaldi) that Londo would sell him before
the proverbial hat hit the floor.

But the most interesting was the additional background information provided
by the reparte' between G'Kar and Garibaldi...

The offered jobs on the Narn homeworld...  Security Officer (obvious),
Advisor/Espionage (yeah, yeah... sell state secrets, any security officer
from another race could do that.) but Cryptology? - That is a learned
discipline which I was unaware was part of Garibaldi's past.

Hmmm... from the Mines of Europa, to Ganymede... where did he learn
Cryptology?

   More snippets from his past... and that G'Kar knows...

Good episode.

David E. Wall
wiz@comet.phast.umass.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 20:35:41 GMT
From: u70007@windsurf.nersc.gov (Eric Salo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Survivors (SPOILERS)

I thought that this was a very uneven episode. The basic plot was
completely formulaic and much of it was embarrassingly predictable. Six
minutes into the show, I already knew that (a) what's-her-name would blame
Garibaldi for her father's death and be gunning for him, (b) one of the
presidential security people would turn out to be the bad guy (that "I'll
just go check the bay one last time" line was positively awful!), and (c)
Garibaldi himself would save the day with seconds to spare.

However, many of the individual scenes were very, very well done! The scene
with Garibaldi and Londo was incredible. (Of course, anything with Londo in
it has to be good!) Those two characters had a rapport that was obvious and
a pleasure to watch.

The subsequent bit with G'Kar was also good. Having G'Kar try to recruit
Garibaldi for the Narn was an inspired idea - it was completely consistent
with his character but was still an amusing surprise.

I also liked Garibaldi's bar scene. A lesser show would have had him put
the drink down in a last-minute display of inner strength, or (worse yet)
been distracted by a bar fight just as he was about to take the plunge. Not
B5! He starts to put the drink down, then *slams* it and has another one!
How refreshing to see characters with real flaws.

The scenes where Sinclair and Ivanova became fed up and started to assert
their authority were also well done. Really, all of the regulars did an
outstanding job, especially in view of the lame plot. My grades:

Plot: 5      Character Development: 10

Eric Salo
National Energy Research Supercomputer Center   
P.O. Box 5509,  L-560
Livermore,  CA  94450  
salo@nersc.gov
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Date: 5 May 94 20:43:24 GMT
From: cch4402@exodus.valpo.edu (Chris Hedges)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Survivors  <spoilers>

arromdee@jyusenkyou.cs.jhu.edu (Ken Arromdee) writes:
> For a good portion of the show, I considered the possibility that
> Garibaldi was guilty.
> 
> I'd never do this on a Star Trek episode.
> 
> Hats off to JMS for creating a station where anything is possible, even
> for main characters.

Related to this, I was wondering if Garibaldi would be killed by one of
B5's criminals in retaliation for his previous investigations.  The episode
had a "cop in prison" feel to it.  I was wondering for a long time who
would get to Garibaldi first, the presidential security force or the
station's bad guys.

BTW, comparing this episode to ST:TNG, it was refreshing to see people
drinking "real" alcohol at a dive.  It adds to the reality in a way that
"synthanol" cannot.

Christopher Hedges
Valparaiso Univ. Law Sch.
CCH4402@exodus.valpo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 21:48:26 GMT
From: davel@cimage.com (Dave Limbaugh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Survivors w/ Spoilers

WARNING:  SPOILERS FOLLOW

Nicholas Strauss (nstrauss@netmare.corp.sgi.com) wrote:
>Well, what did I think of it...perhaps my favorite episode so far!

Well, I can't agree, Nick, this one goes to the bottom of my list.  (Even
weaker than Infection, which was good up until the last 10 minutes)

Where to begin ...

What was this episode about?  Garibaldi's drinking problem?  Not very well
done IMO, although perhaps I'm influenced by the very gritty portrayal on
NYPD Blue the night before.

Was it about the presidential visit?  Never saw him.

I don't know, it just seemed like a "let's feature Garibaldi" story.

davel@cimage.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 May 94 22:32:39 GMT
From: hughe881@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Mark Hughes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Survivors (SPOILER)

Groovy episode, but there were a couple of (fairly minor) flaws...  One,
there was no secondary plot.  Sure, the main story was well-done, but with
such a limited cast (5 regulars plus N'Grath) my MTV-era attention span
actually drifted, something it never does on other episodes...  PLEASE,
Joe, make sure there's a second story (even if it's under-developed like
Ivanova and the Raiders in "Believers"); it adds immensely to the feel that
many many things are happening on B5.

  Second, the last-second save seemed too pat...  As Abe mentioned, the bay
doors should already have been opened and the fighters "cocked" into
position if Ivanova's counting down seconds...  There's no reason to count
down to when you pop the doors open.  It's a useful cinematic technique,
but it damages the suspension of disbelief...

  Third, how was he even able to MOVE for that final fistfight?  With the
amount of alcohol in his system (even if that bottle was full of beer and
not something stronger), he should have been completely useless.  No real
after-effects, either...

  And finally, doesn't anyone find it odd that Sinclair has so much
strength when he grew up on Mars?  I'm sure he trained on Earth, but the
childhood years in a low-G environment shouldn't have anywhere NEAR that
much strength...  In particular, vaulting over the railing shouldn't have
been possible, and punching out goons who beat up Garibaldi with a single
punch?  <sigh>

Mark Hughes

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 01:34:23 GMT
From: sherman@sol1.lrsm.upenn.edu (Bill Sherman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Survivors - Who Wasn't Guilty **SPOILERS**

Survivor SPOILERS

   Interestingly, we did get some evidence that Ivanova is not involved
with sabotage - either for the raiders or the home guard.  If she were,
then she could easily have ignored Garibaldi's instructions for a couple of
seconds.  He was a criminal suspect, and she only had a second left to make
the decision - it would have been perfectly natural for her to pause...
   On a different note, there were some obvious plot holes.  First off, why
didn't Major what'ser'name have armed guards come down to the cobra bay a
minute after her?  Then she could have given her 2nd the chance to betray
himself, and then have him get shot quickly.  Also, the whole idea of Londo
having Centauri money on B5 is sort of silly - he could get any money he
wanted, presumably he'd just want the card credit (he may want hard
currency, but why Centauri currency?  As long as you're paying for things
you don't want on the official record book, wouldn't EA currency be
sensible?).  Then the bit about Sinclair finding Garibaldi because he
"monitors the security reports" is ridiculous!  If security had a clue
where Garibaldi was, then Sinclair wouldn't be the first to catch him!
Then Sinclair turning away from Garibaldi while talking into his
communicator was pretty silly too...
   On a different note, if Santiago has had a sudden change of heart about
Earth-Alien relations, it might be because the psi-corps has been busy.  If
that is the case, then we might find that they are actually on the side of
increased contact with the outside - maybe not all bad after all?

Bill Sherman

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 01:48:27 GMT
From: anrwlias@netcom.com (A.X. Lias)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Survivors: Likes and dislikes

Likes:

I liked Ivanova a lot in this episode.  She's struck me as being a bit
bland before, but this episode has clearly demonstrated that she has a fire
and drive worthy of respect.

I liked G'kar's scene.  He sees a developing situation and smoothly
attempts to take advantage of it.  I have to admit that if I were in
Garibaldi's shoes, I would have given G'Kar's statements some serious
thought.

Similarly, I liked Londo's scene.  I came away from this episode feeling a
little sorry for him.  Despite his status as ambassador, it seems that he
doesn't really get much respect from his government, nor does it seem that
he ever has.  No wonder he tries to lose himself in meaningless diversions.

I thought that N'Grath's scene was also good.  By recognizing that
Ghiribaldi was still a cop, despite his fugitive status, it showed that he
is an intelligent player in the local political structure of Babylon-5 and
that he's smart enough not to jepordize it for mere short term profit.

I really enjoyed getting a close up look at some of the seedier sides of
the station.  I thought the whole bar scene was well excecuted, including
Garibaldi's giving in to temptation.

I liked the closing scene.  I particularly liked the part about the pain of
being human.  I think that Garibaldi's attitude is comendable.

Dislikes:

I thought that the mystery could have been a little deeper.  I was not at
all surprised who the real villain was.  It was almost a "butler did it"
kind of ending.  He was such an asshole throughout the whole episode, even
moreso than the girl, that you just *knew* he had to be in on it.

I felt that the countdown scene was a little hard to believe. All through
the episode were shown how loyal the staff of B5 is to Garibaldi, including
Ivonova, but when he calls up, identifies himself, says there's a bomb and
that the countdown needs to be stopped she hems and haws for an
unreasonable amount of time.  The mere *possibility* of a bomb should have
been sufficient.  I also hate "last possible moment" plot devices.  If the
countdown stopped at T-5, I would have been more satisfied.  One single
second stretched my suspension of disbelief a little.

Speaking of loyalty, I'm a bit unnerved by Sinclair's cronyistic attitude.
For all he knew, Garibaldi could have been the saboteur.  Instead he goes
to extreme lengths to obstruct the investigation and to place his
friendship above his duty.  This is every bit as unethical as the other
woman's vendetta.  I lost a bit of respect for him in this episode.  Still,
B5 is about humans, and in a way it's good that he has a few ethical short
commings (unlike some other captains that we could mention).

Overall: 7.5+

I'd gladly watch it again, but I wouldn't cancel any plans to do so.

Andrew Lias
anrwlias@netcom.com
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Date: 6 May 94 01:38:29 GMT
From: jammer@jane.uh.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: .....Survivors was Great?[spoilers]

greg@bart.ies.msfc.nasa.gov (Greg Henderson) writes:
>This wasn't the best episode by any means, but they took a fairly stock
>plot and did a good job with it.

  I disagree.  When using an off-the-shelf plot you have to do some things
to make something useful out of it.  Either have some really great
character interaction, blazing speed, or some unusual twists. "Survivors"
unfortunately had none of these, and is quite a major disappointment after
the excellent "Believers."

  As noted, the dialogue was hackneyed, and the majority of the acting was
quite blah (not that I entirely blame the performers, given such a lame
script).  The episode was useful only for the holes it fills in people's
pasts, and the bits of political background.

Jim Miller
Texas A&M University
hmisrjam@admin.uh.edu
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Date: 6 May 94 02:54:12 GMT
From: wendy@uhunix3.uhcc.hawaii.edu (Wendy Schultz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Garibaldi's files...

I want to read Garibaldi's files.
 
Note:  I wrote this *before* seeing "Survivors."

Much of Garibaldi's fascination as a character, for me, lies in the hints
of his past escapades, traumas, and [few] joys - carefully doled out to us.
"The Gathering" made it quite clear that he accepts his bad reputation, at
least among Earth politicos and bureaucrats, and cares primarily to
maintain Sinclair's trust and respect [as much as it may mystify him].
*We* like him, but even we would like to know more about why Sinclair hired
him given his spotty past.

The Commander's aside to Londo in BttP gave an interesting clue: "...so I
read Garibaldi's files - they're *very* thorough."

Made me re-think what we know about Garibaldi...hmmmmm...  fired/relieved
from previous postings due to "personal problems" - often a convenient
catch-all category -- pretty much disliked and distrusted by higher ups and
previous commanders, abrasive but persistent, highly inquisitive [think of
all the times he's said, "think she/he'd tell me?"], and has *very*
thorough files.  And a major streak of fun [what a tease!] of course...

I got this sudden image of someone who yanks people's chains primarily to
find out how they'll react, what they'll reveal [a la Sinclair's comment
re: his father's advice - make 'em mad and observe what they do], who
probably spends a great deal of time wandering about the station watching,
eavesdropping, gossiping, and generally vacuuming up the dirt.  On
everybody.

What if he were doing that on all his previous jobs, and what if the Mars
garrison that Laurel Takashima told us about were not unique in being a
dirty operation and that the good Commander's high ideals and all-round
nobility were unusual in Earthforce?  (Garibaldi basically tells us that in
the bar scene at the end of "War Prayer.")  Why do I get this impression
that Garibaldi probably knew/knows much more about all his previous
commanders than they liked [and ditto most EA politicos], that they spent a
lot of time trying to leash/muzzle him so as to protect their own
under-the-table dealings, and he spent a great deal of time in bars in
frustration - drinking a lot AND vacuuming up yet more dirt on all and
sundry?  And that eventually he just became too much of a threat to the
commander of each previous post, and so was "relieved due to personal
problems."

Like I said, I *really* want to read Garibaldi's files.  I'll bet he's a
very *vivid* writer [ref. speech patterns].

In fact, I would like it to be the very first spin-off book in this
universe - preferably a collection of short stories about odd people/odd
happenings that Garibaldi heard of, knew personally, witnessed, etc., and
preferably written by an assortment of JMS's favorite sci-fi authors.  Or
maybe, if we're well behaved and play nice for a few more years, written by
this group.... :-).

Wendy L. Schultz
Hawaii Research Center for Futures Studies
wendy@hawaii.edu
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Date: 6 May 94 03:15:19 GMT
From: khaight@netcom.com (Kyle Haight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS -- Hint or continutity error?

tlg4@po.CWRU.Edu (TJ Goldstein) says:
>It has been established in previous episodes that Santiago is against
>alien immigration.  (I specifically remember the announcement of his win,
>stating that his platform was based on reinforcing Earth cultures and
>limiting said immigration.)
>
>Now we have him coming to the station to PROMOTE said immigration.
>
>Have I missed something, or is this a clue underfoot?  Are things heating
>up on the shadowy side of reality?

I don't think you need to read too much into this.  As I recall, in
"Midnight" the newscaster said that Santiago's campaign was based on
promises to balance the budget, preserve Earth culture in the face of
increasing non-terran influences, and to keep Earth out of war.  Campaign
promises and platform statements often don't have much to do with actual
policies.  Bill Clinton promised a middle class tax cut in his campaign.

Note the phrasing of the relevant clause, too.  "Preserve Earth culture in
the face of increasing non-terran influences."  Not "Keep aliens off Earth"
or "impose limitions on alien immigration."  What Santiago said sounded to
me like typical politician double-talk when faced with a large radical
voting bloc that has to be ameliorated.  Once elected, he does like all
politicians - ignore the campaign promises.

Kyle Haight
khaight@netcom.com
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Date: 6 May 94 06:38:36 GMT
From: snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: No More Believers.....Survivors was Great!

Well, what can I say? I was blown away by all three episodes, but I
especially liked Survivors and Believers. Why? *Drama.* We care about these
people. The characterization has kicked in big time.

If you read *The World of Star Trek* by David Gerrold, you'll find a
fascinating explanation of what makes good episodic television work. In a
nutshell, because the show has to go on week after week, the story can
never be about the most important moment of a character's life, as is the
case in a movie or a novel. Dramatic tension is created therefore by some
kind of threat to the character's identity. Each week brings a new threat,
whether a treat to his or her job, or relationship, or whatever.  You can
have a purely physical threat, as in most action shows, where the
characters simply have to figure out how to escape the threat to their
lives. (This is the kind of threat, for example, we see most often on STTNG
- - figure out the problem, problem solved). It's a white rat solving a maze.
More complex drama relies on a challenge to the character's *person*,
ideally forcing him or her to make some kind of diffcult choice. It's this
kind of problem that forces us to care about what's happening.

So in Survivors, the thing that struck me most among the host of wonderful
things about it was the scene where Sinclair has to relieve Garibaldi of
duty. "Don't do this, Jeff." I've been in situations where I've had to fire
people, and it's damn hard. Sinclair has no choice; he has to do it, but
there's no way it can't feel like a betrayal. It's difficult. We feel for
him and for Garibaldi. We *care*. And that carries us through the rest of
the story. Ably assisted by flawless direction, music and acting - the
whole bit.

Plus, it gives us a chance to see what Garibaldi is made of. We suspect
that he's tough, that he's more than his position. He's the proof. He
handles himself, he knows his way around. And he also fails. Hits the
bottle. He's not a cypher, not "the security chief character." He's
Garibaldi. He's somebody we're getting to know.

The last two episodes were excellent for that. We've had the soil tilled
for it, and now the characterization is really taking root and growing.
Someone in an earlier post said something to the effect that Sinclair in
"Believers" simply blows away all the other appearences of Sinclair we've
seen before, and I have to go along with that and expand on it. We've seen
the cover of each of these books. Sinclair. Garibaldi. Ivanova. G'kar. NOw
we're actually opening the books and reading.

People always ask me "why are you so nuts about this show Babylon 5? Is it
like the best show ever or what?" For the last while my response has been,
"Well, let's put it like this. NO, it's not the best show on Tv.  Picket
Fences is better. But it's cool and I'm having a lot of fun watching it and
I have faith that it's going to get even better."

Well, that response has gone bye-bye. I now say, "Well, frankly, I like it
because it's well on its way to becoming the best show I've ever heard of.
In eleven episodes it's at least as good as L.A. Law. Check this part
out..." The episodes have been getting better and better, but it's like
there's been a phase shift. I often had the feeling that I had to justify
the show, but no longer. I don't have to complain, I don't have to forgive
little annoying things, I don't have to make allowances. I can expect this
show to be excellent.

Er...ahem. Right. That got a little out of hand. Any other quick
"Survivors" points?

The plot to kill the president was believable and terrifying. Unlike in
"War Prayer," (which I still enjoyed a lot), we now know the station is
riddled with Homeguarders. This makes it considerably easier to believe
they could pull something like this off.

N'Grath again. He's the coolest. I love that crazy bug.

As a friend of mine commented as we watched it (mazania, just so he doesn't
complain), it was particularly good to see G'Kar doing *exactly* what his
job would be. A CIA operative's job is to contact disaffected people in
another country and get them to defect, or leak information, or whatever.
When G'Kar makes his offer, he's not just being sneaky ol' G'Kar - that's
probably in his job description. Verisimilitude. Makes the place come to
life.

Excellent direction (for crying out loud, why can't STTNG get people like
this?), expecially the scene where Garibaldi is being interrogated by
- -what's-her-name? Leanna? The lighting looks sooo good.

Stephen
snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 12:57:39 GMT
From: bertland@wam.umd.edu (John Bertland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Survivors (spoiler)

Mark Hughes <hughe881@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu> wrote:
>  Groovy episode, but there were a couple of (fairly minor) flaws...  One,
>there was no secondary plot.  Sure, the main story was well-done, but with
>such a limited cast (5 regulars plus N'Grath) my MTV-era attention span
>actually drifted, something it never does on other episodes...  PLEASE,
>Joe, make sure there's a second story (even if it's under-developed like
>Ivanova and the Raiders in "Believers"); it adds immensely to the feel
>that many many things are happening on B5.

I felt they didn't have enough time to properly develop the main plot, let
alone any secondary plots. I was never quite convinced that I should care
Garibaldi was on the run. Now if he was a fugitive, disappeared, and then
popped up a few weeks later, that would be interesting. Plus, I'd hate to
see B5 have the same format every week of plot, secondary plot, clever
lines from Ivanova, etc.. This episode almost gave us two plots anyway by
showing us the same plot from two very different perspectives, which is
probably why I thought it was trying to do too much. And it did give us a
little of that sense that many things are happening on B5 by sending
Garibaldi on the grand tour of the seedy bits (including G'Kar's quarters).
I liked Garibaldi's line about Happy Daze: "This is the real Babylon 5!"
But it was almost just slipped in.

Maybe the attention span drift has more to do with the fact everybody felt
obliged to make a speech this week. I thought only academics did that.

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 13:05:23 GMT
From: nagy@dcd00.fnal.gov (Frank J. Nagy:VAX Wizard&Loose Cannon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Scenes with depth (small "Survivors" spoiler)

As Garibaldi is my favorite character, I was very interest in "Survivors"
and not disappointed by what I saw.

One thing I have noticed about B5 is that, more than any other TV show I
can recall, scenes have a depth to them.  While the camera might be focused
on character, important or amusing things are occurring in the background.
In the case of "Survivors", I noticed the scene after the fight where
Sinclair is talking on his link (wrist communicator) and Garibaldi is in
the background.  He looks at Sinclair and sort of sidles off out of scene.
Sinclair finishes his conversation to turn around and find Garibaldi gone.
Very well done.

Ivanova is certainly getting the best lines recently: "I do hope you are
going to resist." and "Request denied.  Have a nice day. <Click>"

Dr. Frank J. Nagy
Fermilab Computing Division
Operating Systems Support Dept
Fermilab 
POB 500 MS/234
Batavia, IL 60510
nagy@fnal.gov

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 14:09:24 GMT
From: STU12E59@vm.uwp.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Survivors SPOILERS

SPOILERS
  
Whew, a little tense there for awhile in this episode. What I would like to
know is, how is it that security manages to fall to pieces as soon as
Garibaldi isn't in charge of it? Major I-forget-her-name is in charge of
presidential security - let's see a little competence here. She should have
caught Garibaldi in no time flat. Of course, maybe he's had practice
evading from previous encounters.
 
I also refuse to believe that Sinclair was able to find Garibaldi before
everyone else. If Sinclair was monitoring security reports, so was the
major. Then again, maybe the reports weren't that specific and just gave
general whereabouts so maybe Sinclair got lucky when he found Garibaldi.
 
I think the best parts of this episode were when Ivanova was locking horns
with the major. Very inspiring, our lt. commander. I was impressed.
Garibaldi would have been proud.
 

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 14:42:18 GMT
From: johnsob@server.uwindsor.ca (Johnson Eric)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: survivor spoilers

Garibaldi probably had little difficulty evading presidential security for
three reasons. From his tenure on Babylon 5, he would have a far superior
knowledge of the layout of the station and experience with security
protocols. Presidential security, regardless of competency would be at a
disadvantage in these key areas. Secondly, the impression I got from this
episode regarding encounters with station security is that Garibaldi's crew
cooperated with presidential security not through choice but through
orders. Undoubtedly, they were not apathetic to their commander's plight.
Lastly, Garibaldi must be twice the age of major I-forget-her-name. This
woman could only be in her mid or early twenties.  Clearly, she could not
have the experience necessary for her imporant assignment - presidential
security.

>I also refuse to believe that Sinclair was able to find Garibaldi before
>everyone else. If Sinclair was monitoring security reports, so was the
>major. Then again, maybe the reports weren't that specific and just gave
>general whereabouts so maybe Sinclair got lucky when he found Garibaldi.

This brings up another point. In the episode, Garibaldi visited the Narn
Ambassador in the Ambassadorial wing. After this visit, Garibaldi sought
help from the criminal element of Babylon 5 for access to high security
levels of the station. Did I miss something or did the editors miss
something?

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 17:30:25 GMT
From: glyle@lynda.seas.ucla.edu (George Lyle (233789))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Happy Daze Bar

I really enjoyed the recently seen Happy Daze Bar.  The set and bar patrons
were nicely shabby and ill-kept.

A few questions comes to mind.  How can Babylon 5 afford to keep all of
these low-lifes around?  It seems that space travel and habitats are still
expensive to maintain in B5's time.  All personnel on the station should
either be in-transit or capable of earning their keep.  The occupants of
the Happy Daze do not seem to fit either of these catagories.  Maybe there
are some interesting twists in the EA welfare system?

The thought occured that these might be construction or agricultural
workers, but even these would be highly skilled occupations on B5.

(Of course, some of our IS types around here would fit right in in the
Happy Daze, no costume change required :-) )

Since resouces are at a premium on B5, how could such a bar exist?  The
space requirement seems to be very high for the dubious benefits such an
establishment would yield.

Does the pressure door at the entrance to the bar indicate that it extends
outside of B5's hull?

This part of B5 truly "can be a dangerous place".  I'm looking forward to
finding out why such a dangerous place is allowed to exist on the station.

Mysteries upon Mysteries!

Unrelated note:  This episode yielded another great "Ivanova Line":

You _are_ going to resist, aren't you?  (smirk)

George Lyle

------------------------------
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Date: 6 May 94 15:12:15 GMT
From: mary+@cs.cmu.edu (Mary Soon Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Survivors w/ Spoilers

Dave Limbaugh <davel@cimage.com> wrote:
>What was this episode about?  Garibaldi's drinking problem?  Not very well
>done IMO, although perhaps I'm influenced by the very gritty portrayal on
>NYPD Blue the night before.

Agreed.  I think that seeing the hard-hitting NYPD Blue episode about
alcoholism made "Survivors" seem very weak in comparison.  Not only did
NYPD Blue portray alcoholism more darkly, but the characterization in that
show makes Babylon 5 look lack-luster.  (This isn't a problem unique to
Babylon 5; I similarly find myself thinking that the acting and scripting
in NYPD Blue has a consistent excellence that is lacking in, say, Star
Trek: The Next Generation.)

I really wish Babylon 5 well, and will continue to watch it for many
episodes to come.  I welcome more science fiction to television; I like the
setting, the wealth of aliens, the special effects.  And I very much like
the fact that Straczynski has planned a five-year story arc for the series.
Until now, I've refrained from posting negative reviews to this newsgroup,
because the show has so much potential and is still in its infancy.
Looking back at first season episodes of Star Trek: The Next Generation, I
find that most of them are also plagued by stilted scripting and a hefty
dose of wooden acting (albeit alleviated by Patrick Stewart's performance
from day one).

But so far I find much of the dialogue in Babylon 5 cliched, and most of
the plots predictable.  E.g. in "Believers" I knew Franklin would try to
save the child, and I anticipated the aliens' ultimate reaction.  In
"Survivors" I found the aide suspicious from the moment he walked out of
Garibaldi's cabin with the evidence, and I never had any doubt of
Garibaldi's innocence.  Likewise I was expecting the making-it-up scene
between Garibaldi and the security chief to come at the end of the episode
... and it did.

I was happy to see that the person responsible for the president's security
was a woman, but I found the actress overly wooden (even for the part she
was given).  Moving onto the regular characters, I like both the Minbari,
and I am growing to very much like Ivanova, but none of the others have
strong appeal yet.  Sinclair and/or Michael O'Hare's performance
particularly annoys me (either the acting is bad or the character himself
is very wooden, neither of which make for enjoyable television for me).

But even with the above grumbles, I am very happy to see Babylon 5 on
television, and I hope it's renewed for the full five years.

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 19:45:02 GMT
From: jwalkup@mercury.sfsu.edu (Jeff Walkup)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Survivors - Garibaldi <SPOILERS>

SPOILERS ahead

Sinclair finally takes a stand - Ya Hoo!  "and I'm sick of that TOO!"  -
had me jumping out of my lazy-boy!!  Whatever people say about his
character and acting, I like him a lot.  Sure, he's understated, but I can
relate to that.  At least he has the capacity to GET MAD when it behooves
him (er, and even when it does not...)!

Ivanova - Wow.  Some great character development in the last few shows.
What is there to say, she's awesome!  I love her!

Lots of nice insights into the station, the "low-gravity" section, the
"subway" that Ivanova and Garibaldi take, the sleazy dive bar!  Keep 'em
coming!  I particularly want to see a shot of someone travelling along the
"surface" of the interior, where all those trees, and other natural
features are.  Is there a sun-simulation in there?  Night and day
simulation (the plants would need that)?  How about weather?  Does it rain
inside the station?

Gosh, Garibaldi got a lot of great new info about the station in this one,
didn't he?  G'Kar - "I fear the monitors are malfunctioning" - you can BET
Garibaldi will be repairing them soon! ;^) He knows about the back-door in
the bar.  He no doubt found a few new secret doors and hiding places while
he was on the lam.  In fact, I was surprised that so many of the "hull
rats" in the station gave him the time of day.  The only smart criminal in
this show was the fly-creature, - "You are police!", good move on his part.
What's his name?

Some great CGI too - the president's ship, the fighters landing in the bay
and going down the elevator, the "center-section floods".  The saboteur in
the docking bay, was that CGI?  If so, it was absolutely _flawless_!  The
matte at the end was perfect too.  But the subway shot didn't look quite
right.  Maybe because the "window" was the exact shape of a movie screen...
I still enjoyed seeing it though.  My only other beef was that some
exterior shots looked familiar, like they were re-used from previous shows.
C'mon guys, just move the camera and re-render!  Shouldn't take more than a
few minutes on those screamers, eh? ;)

Okay, so some things happened a bit too conveniently, Sinclair showing up,
the countdown stopping at T-1.  I can forgive that. ;)

One thing that bothered me though, WHO FIRED HIS GUN AT Garibaldi??  It
must have been the Feds right?  Or do Garibaldi's men really hate him that
much??  The first encounter with "Lou" was good though, "c'mon chief, this
won't help".  That's why I was so baffled when I saw some security guys
shooting at him.  Must've been the Feds. ?

Jeff Walkup
San Francisco
jwalkup@sfsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 20:17:26 GMT
From: zimerman@athena.mit.edu (Jacob ben-David Zimmerman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Survivors (Spoilers) and security and Garibaldi

SPOILERS for "Survivors."  

 I don't know if I'm excessively paranoid, or if JMS and co. have made me
so, but if *I* were security chief of B5 I'd probably have at least one
infopersona that had lots and lots of clearances that wasn't id'ed as
security, and was known only to me.  I would expect Garibaldi to have at
least one for use in investigations that Sinclair and Co. could avoid
confiscating if they were tacitly (or not so tacitly) aiding him.
  Also, I agree with Garibaldi that if I were the plotter I wouldn't be
leaving Centauri ducats around the room.  Why, then, does the 'real' bad
guy do so as well?

Just minor nits. Love the show, Joe. :-)

Jacob ben-David Zimmerman 
zimerman@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 20:33:29 GMT
From: dbongard@icogsci1.ucsd.edu (Dan Bongard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Garibaldi's in 'Survivors'

Spoiler Warning

I, for one, was not impressed by the whole Garibaldi/alcoholism thing. My
reasons? Here they are:

 People who have been 'off the bottle' for a while to not sit around
staring at whiskey bottles, then suddenly give into temptation and down the
whole thing.

 This kind of behavior _is_, however, to be expected from the recently
sober - going into a bar, rationalizing having a few drinks, etc. However,
there is no evidence that Garibaldi is 'recently sober' - I would assume it
has been three years at least since his last drink (2 years since the 'The
Gathering', and I doubt he sobered up _immediately_ before the opening
credits).

 There has never been any referrence to Garibaldi's alcoholism before now.
Maybe that was the problem I had. In the same episode, we find out that
he's an alcoholic, and he begins to drink again almost immediately. Very
ineffective, I thought. It takes more than one severe shock (even if it is
being wanted for murder) to begin drinking again. A return to drinking is
usually caused by one of two things: (a) extreme happiness - you're at a
party and decide 'what the hell, this once won't hurt' or (b) extreme
depression. Basically, I didn't buy Garibaldi becoming _that_ depressed
that fast. He's always seemed more resourceful than that.

 Not that I mind finding out that my appraisals of characters'
personalities are wrong but, this sudden change hit a wrong note in me.  It
reminded me of nothing so much as "Reefer Madness". I have a lot of
alcoholic relatives - all but one of them sober thankfully, and I have to
say that they don't act anything like Garibaldi. The bottle isn't THAT
great a temptation, especially if, in the past, drinking has repeatedly
ruined your life (as it did with Garibaldi).

 Maybe if it had been done more along the lines of the way Hill Street
Blues handled it - the Captain's alcoholism was a long-established fact, as
was the fact that he didn't drink. So when, after many episodes of
setbacks, he breaks down and takes _a_ drink, it is much more effective.

 Aside from that one little detail (which struck me as "Hollywood
Alcoholism"), I give the episode an 8. Especially the hug at the end; much
more effective than words, I thought. (The villain _was_ obvious, though).

Daniel Bongard
dbongard@ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 21:20:06 GMT
From: sharp@craycos.com (Steven Sharp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: survivor spoilers

STU12E59@vm.uwp.edu writes:
>I also refuse to believe that Sinclair was able to find Garibaldi before
>everyone else.

Hmmm.  Remember when Sinclair just happened to find Delenn in Soul Hunter
just in time?  And Delenn said "We were right about you."  Then he does it
again here.  So, is this a plot device or an indicator of what makes
Sinclair important?

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 21:24:08 GMT
From: bertland@wam.umd.edu (John Bertland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: .....Survivors was Great?[spoilers]

Todd Horowitz <toddh@garnet.berkeley.edu> wrote:
>I was disappointed. After a run of interesting, sometimes provocative
>episodes, this was for me a return to mediocre episodes like "Infection".
>Ok, it wasn't as offensively bad as "Infection", but neither was it all
>that interesting.

   You know, the second time I saw "Infection" I liked it a lot more.
Maybe it improves with age. The point in its favor is that there are a lot
of interesting little things you can pick up on if you watch it carefully
(or maybe I just sympathize with underfunded academics). The same can't be
said for "Survivors"...

>Finally, if someone mentioned the phrase "dying inside" one more time I
>was going to vomit. I thought B5 was getting over the formulaic dialogue
>of the early episodes. Maybe next week.

   The dialogue was a bit disappointing. What I found odd was that
the characters seemed to spend a great deal of time explaining things for 
the audience. I prefer not having everything explained to me, and in an 
episode where there wasn't really enought time to accomplish what it 
needed to anyway, it was a real handicap. Especially the scene with 
Londo, and everybody seems to love that scence, but I'll comment anyway. 
Londo's "We are alike, you and I" speech would have been much more 
effective if it happened later in the series, after we had seen much more 
interaction between them. I would have liked Londo's motivations to have 
been left open to speculation for the time being. As it was, Garibaldi's 
situation didn't really seem that desperate, and so Londo's heartfelt 
speech seemed inappropriate and melodramatic.
   In addition to the melodramatic dialogue, I have to voice a bit
of a criticism about the music this time. I generally love the 
soundtrack, but in a number of scenes in this episode I felt the music 
was trying to create emotions rather than reflect the emotions of the 
scence. Londo's speech above is an example, as was Garibaldi's first 
speech about his alcoholism. It just felt melodramatic and manipulative.
   On the plus side, I though O'Hare did a good job with Sinclair.
Anybody who keeps complaining about his acting being wooden is obviously 
missing something about the character. The closest I came to sympathizing 
with Garibaldi was through Sinclair. Now if someone could only explain 
what is up with those bizarre analogies of his...

------------------------------

Date: 6 May 94 23:05:45 GMT
From: szgilalu@chip.ucdavis.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Garibaldi's in 'Survivors'

Dan, I can sympathize with you.  Garibaldi's past with alcohol has been a
long standing issue... unfortunately not on the show.  There was one hint
in one of the episodes when that nosy blond reporter asked G if he cared to
answer whether or not it was true the reason he was kicked off his other
jobs was due to personal problems.  He (ahem) declined to answer.  Where
you learned about his past was in Cinefantastique(sp?) and most likely any
of the other fanzines that are doing regular reporting about the show.
Taking strictly from the show, it appears to have dropped out of nowhere.
   As to his return to drinking... I have never had to deal with any
intimates with a drinking problem (thank god), but the impression I got was
that it wasn't being charged with murder that sent him "off the deep end",
it was coming face to face with some emotional garbage that HE NEVER DEALT
WITH AND NEVER GOT OVER. "Both of us died inside that day.."  I do know
people who have been through shit and pulled the stiff upper lip routine.
Years go by and then suddenly they're hit with a reminder and it's as if
"the Shit" just happened yesterday...if *it* (whatever *it* is never
resolved, *it* will come back to haunt you. I also got the impression at
the end of the show that G's "niece" HAD finally come to terms with what
happened and would start the painful process of "returning to the land of
the living" but G hasn't.

   God, I've been on too long. I'm psychoanalyzing a non-existent person.
   

------------------------------

Date: 7 May 94 01:04:11 GMT
From: toddh@garnet.berkeley.edu (Todd Horowitz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: .....Survivors was Great?[spoilers]

John Bertland <bertland@wam.umd.edu> wrote:
>The dialogue was a bit disappointing. What I found odd was that the
>characters seemed to spend a great deal of time explaining things for the
>audience. I prefer not having everything explained to me, and in an
>episode where there wasn't really enought time to accomplish what it
>needed to anyway, it was a real handicap. Especially the scene with Londo,
>and everybody seems to love that scence, but I'll comment anyway.  Londo's
>"We are alike, you and I" speech would have been much more effective if it
>happened later in the series, after we had seen much more interaction
>between them. I would have liked Londo's motivations to have been left
>open to speculation for the time being. As it was, Garibaldi's situation
>didn't really seem that desperate, and so Londo's heartfelt speech seemed
>inappropriate and melodramatic.

   I'll uncharacteristically defend the episode here. Garibaldi's situation
WAS pretty desparate. This is mainly because he handled it wrongly; running
away, resisting arrest, and thereby casting doubt on his story.

   Come to think of it, as an aside, isn't resisting arrest a crime in and
of itself, whether or not you're guilty of what you're being arrested for?
Shouldn't Garibaldi be doing some jail time for that, or at least be
suspended from his position?

   Anyway, Londo's motivations are still fairly obscure. For some reason,
he empathizes with Garibaldi's position. But I have a feeling we'll hear
the real story at some later point, and I admit I'm looking forward to
hearing it.

>On the plus side, I though O'Hare did a good job with Sinclair.  Anybody
>who keeps complaining about his acting being wooden is obviously missing
>something about the character. The closest I came to sympathizing with
>Garibaldi was through Sinclair. Now if someone could only explain what is
>up with those bizarre analogies of his...

   I only found his acting acceptable when he got angry at Major
what-serface and kicked her out of the command dome. Of course, I was
manipulated into feeling that way; she's presented as such a bitch that you
can't help cheering Sinclair on when he finally takes action.
   I didn't think any of the other scenes were handled well. The scene
where O'Hare has to relieve Garibaldi of his sidearm was poorly executed by
both actors. Sinclair seemed sheepish, rather than reluctant, while
Garibaldi's affect didn't match the words he was saying. His matter of fact
"Please don't do this, Jeff", sounded like he was asking Sinclair not to
take his plate away before he was finished.

Todd

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 01:19:47 GMT
From: smt0@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu (STEFAN M. THIEME)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Super-strong aliens

So I finally saw "Survivors" and there were two scenes that reminded me of
something that I dislike that I see in so many sf shows (especially "that
other show"): it seems that almost every alien race we Earthers have met
have either equal or greater physical strenght (in "Survivors" there was
that pair of bodyguards guarding the insect guy - forgot his name, and the
aliens that roughed up Garibaldi - the big guy, at least, seemed stronger).
For once I'd like to see a skinny, frail race from some low- or 0-G
environment which a human could snap in half across his knee.

smt0@lehigh.edu
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Date: 8 May 94 22:07:21 GMT
From: Ted.Mccoy@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Ted McCoy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: No More Believers.....Survivors was Great!

I was massively disappointed with Survivors, assuming that's the Garibaldi
episode.  Possible reasons: I watched it right after yet another superb
episode of X-Files, plus Deep Space Nine this week did a lot of what B5 has
been trying to do but it actually did it well - plus somebody else watched
it with me who was very disappointed with the episode, so maybe his opinion
influenced me.  But for whatever reason, this was another episode that made
me wonder why I watch B5.  (Actually, the only episodes that haven't made
me wonder why I bother have been Infection (it was dumb but I like dumb
monster movies for some reason), Mind War (only because of the subplot with
that weird entity thingy), The Sky Full of Whatever, and Deathwalker (in my
opinion, the only episode to come close to delivering the promise and
potential of Babylon 5).  Why do I watch Babylon 5?  Probably the same
reason I watch Lois & Clark and SeaQuest: despite all the bad episodes,
occasionally a fun and enjoyable one will sneak through.

In particular, my thoughts on Survivors:

Acting - honestly, I thought this was the worst acting of the series so
far, and that's saying something.  Sinclair seemed especially bad, and even
Garibaldi wasn't very good (which is unusual).  Also, that female guest
star was astonishingly bad, except for her last scene; I was seriously
wondering if it would turn out her character was an android, because she
was completely unbelievable as a human being.  She became human in the last
scene, but it didn't even seem like the same person.

Plot - wait a second, *that* was the deep dark secret from Garibaldi's
past?  You've got to be kidding!  If it doesn't turn out there's more to
it, that he actually did something wrong, I'll be extremely disappointed.
Okay, he was alcoholic... I guess I was hoping for something a little more
substantive than that.  Hell, most of those disturbed Vietnam vet
stereotypes have more depth than that!  Very disappointing.

Also, since when can an alcoholic start drinking and then stop again so
quickly?

Maybe I missed something, but in that scene where Garibaldi has that
Nintendo fight scene with those goofy-looking thugs, did Sinclair just
happen to appear on the scene?  Why nobody else?  HELLO?

Why are the fist fights on this show so bad?

The space scenes were uneven...some of them were cool, but the explosion
looked liked somebody shining a flashlight on the camera with appropriate
sounds to fool the audience (although the debris was pretty impressive).
The body in space looked pretty bad too.  That first spaceship looked
ridiculous from the front (as in, "this is clearly a colorful computer
image and not a physical object) although from the back it looked very
good.

Oh yeah, the characters really should have been able to figure out what was
going on a little earlier.  Especially Ivanova at the end, during the
countdown - aside from making a hilariously bad suspense scene, that whole
sequence managed to make her look like a confused bumbling fool.  Garibaldi
also wasn't very bright to take that extra Centauri money...and I loved the
way he thought nobody would notice him talking to Londo just by wearing
some goofy clothing.  Apparently Garibaldi, too, is an idiot.

Londo was great, and G'kar was very good too.  G'kar seemed almost
one-dimensional, as opposed to his usual non-dimensional snarling
villainous shadow stereotype plot device.

Hmm, the music was adequate in the action and suspense scenes and
hilariously bad just about everywhere else.  It would have killed
Garibaldi's remember-my-past-but-don't-do-it-too-quickly-because-we-need-
to-pad-the-episode scenes, except the scenes were pretty much dead already.

Oh yeah, another question: how seriously is Babylon 5 taken in its universe
as a diplomatic center?  We have the president visiting, and we have the
ambassadors, and aside from that, we apparently just have assorted thugs,
losers, and low-life from around the galaxy.  Wouldn't there maybe be a few
cultured and socially powerful people visiting (upper class, whatever)?  To
make contacts with these ambassadors if nothing else?  It seems like the
station would have a few more "classy" visitors than we're seeing (meaning,
more than one every three episodes).  Also, how come the ambassadors meet
in a room that's smaller than your average large bathroom?  A room that
would be better suited as a small restaurant than as a diplomatic meeting
room?  And why is it that the only sets that come anywhere close to giving
a sense of the scale of the station are the cgi scenes?  I'm not saying
that the real-life scenes are in smaller sets than the cgi indicate,
because that's to be expected; I'm saying that the non-cgi scenes are
crammed into ridiculously small sets.

And why is it that the show looks so much like a soap opera?  Is that
intentional?  (It's mostly because of the music, annoying closeups, bad
direction, bad lighting, and overly melodramatic dialogue, I think.)

And why is it that that bug creature manages to seem more human (especially
in his gestures) than a lot of the humans do?  (He certainly seems less
robotic than Sinclair.)

How come there aren't any alien news programs?

Oh well.  Here's hoping next week is better.

Another question: are those four months of reruns for real?  Is Warner
trying to kill whatever momentum the show is building up or what?

And is there a reason why people aren't reporting the ratings anymore?
Anybody?  We know the initial reports were false - Babylon 5 was not a
ratings hit and it was not the number one rated hour-long syndicated show
during its first week (both of which were reported, incorrectly, here).
But I haven't heard of any of the ratings after the first two weeks.
Anybody know them?

I'm probably going to be flamed about this, but I don't really care.  Some
of you really need to wake up and take a sober look at this show.  I can
understand praising it because it's nice to have science fiction,
especially when it occasionally does something new that we haven't seen
before (even if it doesn't always do that thing well, it's still good to
see).  But these constant messages praising Babylon 5 as the most amazing
show in the history of television, saying that Ivanova's talk with her
father was the most touching thing ever shown on television, saying that
The Sky Full of Whatever was the most breathtaking thing ever shown on
television, make B5 fandom look pretty ridiculous at times.  Everybody has
a right to an opinion of course (myself included, remember!!) but this
ridiculous level of praise in this newsgroup at times makes me wonder if
anybody is still watching B5 outside of the small group of loyal fans
who'll praise it no matter how bad it gets (i.e., Born to the Purple).

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 02:16:33 GMT
From: kenney@netcom.com (Kevin Kenney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Survivors: Ending Stupidities Summary **SPOILERS**

I agree will all previous postings that the ending of Survivors shatters
all the Babylon5 anti-standard-stupidity credos.  When I look back for the
writer of this episode, I hope it isn't JMS. Where was Harlan on this one?
To summarize:

   - Lianna goes alone with suspect Garibaldi to the docking bays.
   - She walks past her aide (can't remember his name), (also a suspect)
     turning her back on him, knowing he is armed.
   - The aide doesn't shoot Garibaldi, but takes his eyes off him to get
     something from Lianna, seconds before the bombs go off.  (I wonder if
     with where they were, if he expected to survive the explosions.)
   - Garibaldi manages to fight well with a high blood alcohol content.  He
     also sounded overly sober when coming up with the solution in the
     previous scene. (Yes, the 100 proof reference was facetious, but was
     it an error: 200 proof = 100% alcohol (isn't it?) which may be what
     the doctor was trying to say...)
   - Ivanova delays stopping the countdown when Garibaldi calls, till the
     last possible second.  How refreshing it would have been for her to
     react instantly.
   - And if the countdown followed what I at least expected, zero means
     when the 1st fighters actually launch, i.e. tip down.  In all previous
     launch sequences, the 'bay doors' have NEVER been seen: they've been
     open WAAAY (several seconds at least) in advance.  (This would seem to
     be a normal operating procedure - though it may be skipped for
     ceremonies - a sort of military precision drill.)  Of course, if the
     'doors' are force fields - a la Trek - this doesn't apply.

How much better it would have been if another guard was with them - after
stunning Lianna the aide draws and shoots the extra guard (busy aiming at
the aide - a little acting by the aide making the stunning seem more
accidental, buying him the time to do so), the fight as shown ensues,
Ivanova stops the countdown the instant Garibaldi, or anyone else, calls.
Without the extra, Lianna might not have been thoroughly stunned and either
groans or tries to grab the aide, distracting him.

Considering what I've forgiven trek for in the past, this is easily
forgivable, but it was a letdown.  Better luck next week...

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 14:56:01 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Spoiler: By Any Means Necessary

Spoiler Warning
 
When Londo and G'Kar have burst into C&C (when the reporter is there), and
each points to the other and says "Commander Sinclair, I demand that you
arrest him" (possible paraphrase), and Sinclair bursts out with "That's
enough", didn't you almost expect him to follow with "I don't care who hit
who first, both of you go to bed without supper!"  :) IMHO the funniest
scene in the show to date.

It was good to see G'Kar squirm a bit.  (Though the coincidence that B5 was
exactly N light-Narnyears plus a few light-hours from the Narn sun, was
just too much.  I was expecting it to be only a few light hours -
ridiculous as that was, so the same idea could be used, but using THIS
YEAR's light.)

Frank Perricone
perricone@wsyd.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 May 94 20:10:30 GMT
From: dss2k@poe.acc.virginia.edu (David Strauss)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Super-strong aliens

STEFAN M. THIEME (smt0@ns1.cc.lehigh.edu) wrote:
> So I finally saw "Survivors" and there were two scenes that reminded me
> of something that I dislike that I see in so many sf shows (especially
> "that other show"): it seems that almost every alien race we Earthers
> have met have either equal or greater physical strenght (in "Survivors"
> there was that pair of bodyguards guarding the insect guy - forgot his
> name, and the aliens that roughed up Gariboldi - the big guy, at least,
> seemed stronger). For once I'd like to see a skinny, frail race from some
> low- or 0-G enviornment which a human could snap in half across his knee.

Well, the aliens that roughed up Garibaldi are the same ones we've seen a
few times before, the Drazi.  Nasty suckers, ain't they?  Let's face it,
most sentients, even stupid ones, tend to avoid fights with others a lot
bigger than they are.  And it would make sense that the mafia boss,
N'Grath, would have some nasty bodyguards.  And based on the success of the
Homeguard attacks in "War Prayer," I'd say that the Centauri and Minbari
are about equal to humans in general physical strength, if not a little
lower.

David Strauss
dss2k@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 03:57:24 GMT
From: koreth@spud.hyperion.com (Steven Grimm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "By Any Means Necessary" (no real spoilers)

Joe, if it would be nepotism to let Kathryn Drennan write lots of scripts,
then by all means, keep B5 in the family!

I thought this was the best-written episode to date.  All the characters
were spot-on and the story flowed with hardly a hitch.  I rate it 9.0, just
under "And the Sky Full of Stars" - but it's a close race.

(This might qualify as a tiny spoiler to some)

I continue to be impressed by the respect with which B5 handles religion.
I'm an agnostic leaning heavily toward atheism myself, but I get sick of
seeing religion continually pooh-poohed on SF shows.  B5 is a nice change
of pace in that regard.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 23:59:31 GMT
From: shf@netcom.com (Stuart Ferguson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Happy Daze Bar

glyle@lynda.seas.ucla.edu (George Lyle) writes:
>A few questions comes to mind.  How can Babylon 5 afford to keep all of
>these low-lifes around?  It seems that space travel and habitats are still
>expensive to maintain in B5's time.  All personnel on the station should
>either be in-transit or capable of earning their keep.  The occupants of
>the Happy Daze do not seem to fit either of these categories.  Maybe there
>are some interesting twists in the EA welfare system?

It's a city.  You might as well be asking why any city has a seedy district
and impoverished people.  Granted, B5 is small as cities go, but it's got
aspects of a port town and a boom town, and both of those are well-known to
have a tendency toward attracting undesirable elements.  No matter how the
city might zones areas or levy air taxes, there will be good economic
reasons for low-rent neighborhoods to exist.

Who are these people?  Thieves, conmen, beggars, low wage workers, spacers
on shoreleave, prostitutes and just plain destitutes.  Same as everywhere
else.

Stuart Ferguson
shf@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 00:58:13 GMT
From: wendy@uhunix3.uhcc.hawaii.edu (Wendy Schultz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BAC & apparent sobriety (spoilers)

Small potential SPOILER for "Survivors:"

Near the end of the scene where Lianna was interrogating "Uncle Mike,"
Uncle Mike requested medical relief for his developing hangover - I haven't
rewatched the show so I don't remember his exact words: something to the
effect of stimulants or "oxy pills"?

Given that she then extended him the benefit of the doubt as far as
believing his theory, I presumed that she also dispensed the asked-for
pharmaceuticals.

Might've also helped alleviate some of the after-effects of the tunnel
rough-up.  I agree with a lot of the other critiques offered by various
people re: the cobra bay fight scene, but we *were* actually given a reason
for Uncle Mike's apparent sobriety and ease of movement.

And I *still* want to read Garibaldi's files.  JMS tells me they are, of
course....classified.

<sigh>

Wendy L. Schultz      
Hawaii Research Center for Futures Studies
wendy@hawaii.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 02:27:30 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alien Vision

   Who's to say that the aliens *don't* see in other spectrums?  We haven't
commented on it directly, but there isn't time to comment on everything,
particularly if it doesn't directly impact the story.  G'Kar's red eyes are
certainly evident of a different optic setup, what Kosh sees through that
lens is *anybody's* guess (and in the pilot, we shot it with an anamorphic
lens for its POV, indicating that it *does* see things differently), and
there's at least one instance of one of our main characters being able to
see something others don't in "Signs and Portents."
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 16:53:29 GMT
From: dsanders@alexandria.lib.utah.edu (David R. Sanderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Garibaldi and Red Shirts

   I don't know if this has come up before (this group has too much traffic
to read everything), so I apologize if it's been discussed to death.

   Is JMS pulling a funny on us?  On Star Trek the security personnel wore
red shirts.  In fact the term "red shirt" has become synonymous with "token
victim."

   Hang on, here's the connection.  There was also this guy named Guiseppe
Garibaldi.  He was an Italian patriot, mercenary, politician, and just
about anything else you can think of back in the 19th century.  He had
quite a resume.

   At one point he led a group of volunteer soldiers called the "Red
Shirts."  So, the leader of the "Red Shirts" namesake is now the head of
security on B5.

   Coincidence Joe?

Dave

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 02:26:03 GMT
From: djb6@ellis.uchicago.edu (Dennis Brennan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "By All Means Necessary" Minor SPOILER

Spoilers ho!

An interesting thing we learn from "By All Means Necessary": G'Kar and his
aide apparently have different religious beliefs.  G'Kar is a member of
some faith which I can't remember the name of, and although that Narn woman
appears to be some kind of agnostic, the inference is that other religions
do exist in the Narn regime.

Bravo, JMS.  About time we've seen some television SF where there is
diversity in an alien culture.

Dennis Brennan
djb6@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 13 May 94 07:04:38 GMT
From: ingram@u.washington.edu (Doug Ingram)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review of The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant (both series)

	     The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever
			  by Stephen R. Donaldson
		 Review copyright (c) 1994 by Doug Ingram

   Before I begin, allow me to lay down some ground rules and reveal my
biases.  This review of the Chronicles is intended for two audiences.
First, it is meant for those who are relatively new to the net, haven't
really heard much about the Chronicles one way or the other, and don't know
what to make of all the arguing that goes on back and forth whenever
Donaldson is mentioned (though it is at least an order of magnitude less
than the volume of Jordan threads).  Second, I'm sure this review will be
read by many who are all too familiar with Donaldson and the history of the
Covenant discussions on the net.  I'm not expecting to change any minds
with this review of the books, but I love a good debate (and if you hadn't
already guessed, put me down as a Donaldson fan).

   I've done some reviews in 1991 when r.a.sf.reviews first popped up, but
this isn't going to be anything like those book reviews.  After all, I'm
trying to review an entire series here rather than just one book, so it is
very difficult to know where to begin.  I will try to start with a very
broad overview of the books and will apologize in advance for the
unavoidable spoilers (there's only one important one that I will give out,
and it is near the beginning of the series anyway).  From there, I will
talk about the strengths and weaknesses of Donaldson's style with a couple
of specific passages from the books as examples.  Finally, if you get that
far (I hope you do...it's the most important part!), I have some general
advice for the reader on how to approach the series.

   This series is an example of a "crossover" story that takes place both
in "our" world and a world that somehow exists alongside.  The other world
is known simply as "the Earth" with the major action taking place in "the
Land" (as opposed to what I will call the real world).  The main character,
Thomas Covenant, was once a happily married popular author who came down
with leprosy, a disease that destroys nerves and requires the sufferer to
be constantly vigilant in order to prevent an undetected injury, which can
easily develop into a severe problem.

   Once the disease is discovered and Covenant is taught about how to deal
with his new life, his wife leaves him out of fear that their newborn son
with catch the disease, so Covenant now lives by himself well outside of
town, cast out by his family and his community.  He has gone a little bit
mad as a result of everything and is in a great deal of mental anguish.
Donaldson takes a long time building up this persona of Covenant since much
of the story involves Covenant's reactions to events.

   While on a trip into town, Covenant gets knocked unconscious and wakens
to find himself in the Land.  He is warned by some entity named Lord Foul
(the Grey Slayer) that the Land is doomed, and Covenant gets a small hint
of his own importance.  The teenage girl who finds him after this
experience heals him with a gold-flecked mud called "hurtloam", which not
only fixes up his bumps and bruises but heals his leprosy and reawakens his
sexual potency.  Covenant finds that the villagers treat him as a reborn
hero out of an old legend, and this pressure combined with his inability to
accept his healthy condition, drives him to the brink.  When the young
girl, Lena, tries to comfort him, he rapes her.

   During the course of the first book, Covenant discovers why the people
in the Land see him as so important.  It is because he possesses white
gold, a metal foreign to the Land that gives its bearer the ability to
invoke "wild magic," though Covenant can never understand just how to do
something like this.  It is a cruel irony to Covenant that his power and
status come from the wedding ring he still wears after his wife abandoned
him.

   To his anguish, Covenant later finds that Lena and her family are
willing to forgive him because they feel he might be able to save the Land.
With the help of Lena's mother and a friendly Giant named Saltheart Foam-
follower, Covenant finds the Lords in the fortress of Revelstone and they
eventually travel off to meet the menace Covenant was warned about.  Much
of the first book is taken up with this getting the reader acquainted with
the Land, a place that assaults the senses with a texture deeper than any
found in the real world.  Love, hate, cold, heat, rage, passion all seem to
exist here but in far greater depths than Covenant is familiar with.  There
are several examples of the kind of writing Donaldson uses to express this
imagery with words; I have chosen one passage from the time when Covenant
and Atiaran (Lena's mother) wait for the Celebration of Spring:

      "Waiting was not difficult.  First Atiaran passed bread and
   the last of her springwine to him, and eating and drinking
   eased some of his weariness.  Then, as the night deepened, he
   found that the air which flowed up to them from the bowl had a
   lush, restful effect.  When he took it far into his lungs, it
   seemed to unwind his cares and dreads, setting everything but
   itself behind him and lifting him into a state of calm
   suspense.  He relaxed in he gentle breeze, settled himself
   more comfortably against the tree.  Atiaran's shoulder touched
   his with warmth, as if she had forgiven him.  The night
   deepened, and the stars gleamed expectantly, and the breeze
   sifted the cobwebs and dust from Covenant's heart - and waiting
   was not difficult."

   This is one of the shorter passages that gives the reader some idea
about Donaldson's writing style and the approach he is trying to take with
the Land.  More will be said about this "word imagery" later.  At the end
of the first book, Covenant is sent home, where several weeks pass.
Covenant is called back to the Land to start the second book, this time by
the Lords who helped him last time.  Covenant finds that 40 years have
passed in the Land since he left, and the Lords ask him for his help in a
war that Lord Foul is bringing upon the Land.

   Though his leprosy had returned to him in reality, Covenant is healed
again with hurtloam, and he is determined this time to keep his emotions
rational and under control.  He meets another person from the "real" world
named Hile Troy, who was summoned to the Land by a student who had been
trying to summon Covenant back, and Troy tells Covenant that Covenant had
better appreciate the Land and fight to save it since it is a far more
powerful and greater good than anything one could live for in the real
world, but Covenant refuses, fearing to risk his sanity.

   Covenant travels with the High Lord anyway in an attempt to help her
unlock a hidden source of power.  His actions eventually lead Covenant to
feel an even greater responsibility for what happens to the Land, a
responsibility he fears but by the time of the third book, decides to
accept in an attempt to redeem himself.  With two of his companions from
the first two books, Covenant seeks out a final confrontation with Lord
Foul.  By the end of the First Chronicles, it still isn't entirely clear
that Covenant hasn't just been having an extravagant hallucination, and
this is a problem Donaldson eventually leaves for the reader to decide.
Either way, Covenant is left to deal with it.

   The Second Chronicles begins 10 years later, as Covenant and a doctor
named Linden Avery are all but forced to return to the Land where 4000
years have passed.  Now, Foul promises Covenant, there will be no choice
but for Covenant to utterly give up his will and do what Foul wants.  As
the title indicates, the Land Covenant was familiar with is now "Wounded"
and in fact filled with pain and evil.  Somehow, Covenant is numb to the
rich textures that were once present in the Land, but Linden feels
everything that is going on and is nearly driven insane with the sickness
inherent in most everything she sees.

   The two manage to journey across the Land to Revelstone as Covenant
seeks out answers to why everything is so warped, and along the way, he is
repeatedly infected with a venom that Foul has purposely designed in order
to enable Covenant to more easily use his white gold.  Covenant eventually
learns that he must journey to the One Tree, a legendary tree of Earthpower
from which the original Staff of Law (an implement that helped preserve the
natural order of things in the past) was fashioned.

   With the help of several companions along the way and a mysterious ebony
creature named Vain (given to him by the ghosts of his old friends from the
First Chronicles), Covenant and Linden go on a quest to find the answers
they need to fight Lord Foul.  Along the way, they meet the Elohim, a race
of beings who seem to be the manifestation of the power in the Earth, and
the Brathair, a desert people.  Eventually, they return to the Land to
fight Foul's servants and Foul himself.  Linden's will is repeatedly put to
the test as she is exposed to the relentless evil in the Land, and she and
Covenant must both survive an ultimate test of wills against Lord Foul in
order to escape the madness and try to save the Land.

   This whole series of six books was very profound for me.  Every once in
a while, I go back and reread the Chronicles (the only other author who
regularly gets rereadings is Brust) just to pick up something that I missed
before.  The story is THAT deep.  I always come away from it with a new
image of the Land and scenes from the book.  A lot of it comes from
Donaldson's almost overflowing use of description.  Who has read Donaldson
and not come away with a clear mental portrait of Lord Mhoram,
Kinslaughterer and his horrible walk through Coercri, Gibbon or
Foamfollower?

   Finally, some advice on how to approach reading this epic.  The
Chronicles are unique among many of the epic fantasies that have been
written in that they deal with more complex and uncomfortable emotions.
There isn't another series out there in which the author goes to such great
lengths to spark a reaction, positive or negative, from the reader.  It
could be argued that a majority of readers come away with a negative
impression of Donaldson after reading the first half of the first book.
Many of these readers vow never to pick it up again, and the new reader may
feel the same way.

   There's nothing wrong at all with this rationale for not wanting to read
the series (criticizing the series because of this, however, is
unjustified, and I see it happen too often).  I think a lot of the negative
reaction comes from frustration.  Most readers new to Covenant have had it
very strongly recommended to them by someone, and so they go in expecting
to love the books.  You can guess what happens.  It's the same thing that
happens when someone tells you a movie is "just wonderful!" and then you go
in and feel let down when it doesn't live up to the hype.

   The best way to approach the Chronicles is to read it without any
preconceived notions of how good/bad it is going to be (I realize it takes
some nerve to say that after a ~200 line review).  Just give it a chance.
Realize going in that your natural tendency will be to identify with the
main character (either Covenant or Linden).  Also realize that you will
most likely DISlike (or even passionately hate) the main character.  I
think a lot of readers mix their feelings of dislike for Covenant with
their feelings toward the whole series.

   Other people dislike the series because of the rape scene, and they
don't feel comfortable being manipulated into accepting a rapist as the
redeemable anti-hero of the series.  This, too, is completely
understandable.  The Chronicles are clearly not for everyone.  These people
would argue that with the rape scene, Donaldson has gone over the edge in
getting us to loathe Covenant.  That's an individual decision.

   The other most persistent criticism of the series is the argument that
Donaldson's writing style is too "flowery" or too "hackish."  As I argued
above, this style of writing is important to the series because of the
imagery of the Land.  Those who criticize Donaldson in general for not
being able to write well should take a look at some of his other work.  I
think then it becomes clear that the "word imagery" is intentional.  Still,
there are those who have such a problem with this writing style that they
dislike the series.  If you feel it detracts from your enjoyment more than
it adds to your mental picture of the Land, then you probably will not like
the series as much as big fans like myself.

   The information below is a capsule summary of the titles of all six
books.  _Lord_Foul's_Bane_, _The_Illearth_War_ and _The_Power_That_
_Preserves_ are the three books of the "First" Chronicles.  _The_Wounded_
_Land_, _The_One_Tree_ and _White_Gold_Wielder_ make up the "Second"
Chronicles.  The publishing information is from my (very old) copies...
there have been a few newer versions in the bookstores since then, but they
are easily found in just about any bookstore with a fantasy/sf section.

Author:     Donaldson, Stephen R.
Title:      Lord Foul's Bane 
Title:      The Illearth War 
Title:      The Power That Preserves
Title:      The Wounded Land 
Title:      The One Tree
Title:      White Gold Wielder
Series:     The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever
Series:     The Second Chronicles of Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever
Publisher:  Del Rey Fantasy
City:       New York
Date:       August 1978
Order Info: ISBN 0-345-29657-5
Comments:   paperback, US$3.95
Pages:      2000 pp.

Doug Ingram
ingram@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 01:04:49 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stephen R. Donaldson:The Gap Into Vision: Forbidden Knowledge

Stephen R. Donaldson: The Gap Into Vision: Forbidden Knowledge

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

The first book in the Gap series would have been almost perfect as a
standalone.  In fact, it was initially written as such.  But having read
the next book in the series, I can't regret that he decided to continue the
story.

The Gap series focuses around three characters - Angus Thermopyle, a
pirate; Nick Succorso, another pirate; and Morn Hyland, a member of the
United Mining Company Police.  Neither Angus nor Nick is a really
sympathetic character, but Donaldson uses his talent for making you
sympathize with the unlikeliest of people.  Angus is scum, with few morals
and fewer scruples, but he has a tenacity that you can't help but respect.
He takes an unfortunate background role in this book after his starring
role in the last one.

Much of the book is about Morn Hyland's self-corruption and deception of
Nick Succorso.  She plays the game about as far as she can before Nick
finds her out, and even then is ultimately victorious.  Nick is nowhere
near as sympathetic as even Angus (despite his much better public
reputation), and by the end of the book you will likely end up hating him
as much as Morn does.

In the middle of this are some highly interesting science-fictional ideas.
Datacores (a form of write-once memory used to record _everything_
shipboard for UMCP perusal) were explored in the first book, but are more
precisely explained here...the zone implant a device implanted into the
brain which allows control of much behaviour) is also more fully explored,
especially since Morn, implanted in the last book, has her own control for
much of this book...

You also get to explore Forbidden Space, and the alien race of the Amnion,
whose idea of communication is to use mutagenic viruses to make you into
their image.  And the tension rarely lets up for more than a few pages, as
Morn plays a dangerous game for her survival...

Author:     Donaldson, Stephen R.
Title:      The Gap Into Vision: Forbidden Knowledge
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
City:       New York
Date:       July 1991
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-29760-0
Comments:   Paperback, USD5.99, CAD6.99
Pages:      455 pp.
Series:     Gap
Volume:     Book 2
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Today's Topics:

	Books - Asimov & Banks (2 msgs) & Blish (4 msgs) & Brust &
                Bujold & Card (3 msgs) & Drake (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 23:32:17 GMT
From: U27111@uicvm.uic.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Series Based On Foundation Novels?

I posting this question for a friend of mine:

Does anyone have any information concerning a series of books based upon
(on or about) Isaac Asimov's Foundation Novels?

It's possible some type of parody?

Thanks for your help.

Kathy

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 13:57:31 GMT
From: jlpicard@austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain M. Banks: Feersum Endjinn

lm@goanna.cs.rmit.oz.au (Luke Mewburn) writes:
> I've just finished Feersum Endjinn. It's Iain's sixth sci-fi; his third
> non-culture. It's due for HC release sometime in June or July.

Any specifics on its release in the USofA?

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
Austin, TX USA
jlpicard@austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 15:07:29 GMT
From: G.L.Eden@newcastle.ac.uk (G.L. Eden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Banks:  Orbitals and Rings

sfd@soda.berkeley.edu (Scott Drellishak) said:
> I finished reading _Consider_Phlebas_ a few weeks ago, and I have a
> question: what's the difference between an Orbital and a Ring?  Both
> structures are mentioned in the book, and it's pretty clear that an
> Orbital is a Niven-style ringworld.  So, what's a Ring?  A populated
> asteroid belt?

I don't think Rings are really explained, and nor are Orbitals in any great
detail, though I think there is a sequence in _The Player of Games_ where
Gurgeh's 'girlfriend' - who designs plates for Orbitals - talks about them.
She wants to design plates with Volcanos. For a laugh. And why not.

But then it doesn't really matter what they are, it's just scenery. Suffice
to say they'll be BIG!

Greg Eden
Physics Department
Herschel Building
University of Newcastle
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7RU, England
g.l.eden@ncl.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 05:43:49 GMT
From: falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu (F A Levy-Haskell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: suspicious names in _Black Easter_

paulk@arc.ug.eds.com (Paul Andrew King) writes:
>Atheling is Blish (who wrote reviews under the name "William Atheling", if
>my memory serves me correctly).

Close: William Atheling, Jr.  (Collected in _The Issue at Hand_ and _More
Issues at Hand_, Advent, 1964 & 1970 - great books, well worth reading.)

To quote Reed Waller, writing in RUNE 46:

  The choice of pen-name, "William Atheling, Jr.," was no more accidental
  than anything else Blish ever did.  "William Atheling" was the pen-name
  under which one of Blish's idols, the poet Ezra Pound, wrote his musical
  criticism.  The name showed that Blish intended to write close criticism
  of the most rigorous and passionate sort, reflecting the same high ideal
  of craftsmanship that Pound (or for that matter Blish himself) was known
  for.

Fred A. Levy Haskell
falh@maroon.tc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 18:03:54 GMT
From: djdaneh@pbhyc.pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: suspicious names in _Black Easter_

pamuelle@ingr.com writes:
>However, the others I couldn't identify:
>  Father Uccello
>  Father Monteith
>  Father Selahny
>  Father Rosenblum
>  Father Atheling
>
>Selahny sounds a bit like Zelazny, but I think that's a stretch.

Selahny - the hint is how his utterances are described - is a munging of
the names "Delany" and "Zelazny."

Atheling is a pen name used by James Blish for writing very sharp-tongued
(penned?) criticism of SF.  This has appeared in book form as THE ISSUE AT
HAND and MORE ISSUES AT HAND, and is prime reading for anyone interested in
how SF works.

I have my own theories about the others, but no hard evidence.

Dan'l

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 16:15:42 GMT
From: spiker@rice-chex.ai.mit.edu (Spike R. MacPhee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: suspicious names in _Black Easter_

<pamuelle@ingr.com> wrote:
>However, the others I couldn't identify:
>  Father Uccello
>  Father Monteith
>  Father Selahny
>  Father Rosenblum
>  Father Atheling

A British fanzine explained once that Monteith was the literary agent of
Blish at that time.

People often garbled/confused (Samuel) Delany and (Roger) Zelazny's names;
Selahny would just take it one step further - this speculation doesn't
explain the "h" though...

Spike R. MacPhee
spiker@gnu.ai.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 21:28:09 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: suspicious names in _Black Easter_

pamuelle@ingr.com wrote:
>However, the others I couldn't identify:
>  Father Uccello
>  Father Monteith
>  Father Selahny
>  Father Rosenblum
>  Father Atheling

Hmm, Rosenblum is a fairly typical Jewish name (Rosen-blum). Adding
'Father' to it sounds strange, doesn't it? Blish was probably more
conscious of such things back then than we are now. So, how about this wild
hypothesis: Rosen-blum = Silver-berg ? It's another typical Jewish name
which, as I mentioned in a different thread, forced Silverbob to use Calvin
M. Knox as a nom de plume in the late '50s. Oh, well, just a thought...

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 18:09:13 GMT
From: dani@telerama.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: Paarfi

Paarfi is a crashing bore, but the fact that he's also Brust's alter-ego
makes him worth paying attention to.  His comments towards the end about
whether Adron was evil clearly come from the same author who became
disenchanted with the premises of Jhereg and tried to give us Teckla,
instead.  Paarfi's point is well taken: Under the genre convention of
noble-but-flawed characters standing up for their honor and/or beliefs,
what we have is a character taking actions which may get thousands of
people killed or hurt out of personal pique.

As an aside, note that Devera *does* appear in FYA - in the afterword.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
dani@telerama.lm.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 13:36:26 GMT
From: ej613@cleveland.freenet.edu (Maureen S. O'Brien)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Bujold: what she said

At Marcon this weekend, Lois McMaster Bujold did a reading from the
just-finished chapter 12 of _Cetaganda_ (working title).

SPOILERS may follow

_Cetaganda_ takes place in between _Vor Game_ and _Ethan of Athos_.  The
Cetagandan Emperor's grandmother has died, and Miles and Ivan are sent off
to Cetaganda as Barrayar's VIP mourners.  Of course, Miles quickly gets
stuck with a McGuffin and a mystery to solve.  Of course Miles doesn't let
the Barrayaran Embassy or Cetagandan Security in on the problem.  Of course
Ivan hates Miles' little adventure but manages to meet lots of girls.
However, we learn that Cetaganda is very different from what we expected.
For one thing, the ghem-lords aren't the top of the pyramid.  They are only
half-bloods compared to the haut-lords.  (This is an estimated spelling;
Bujold pronounced it like "hot".)

In the chapter which Bujold read to us, Miles and Ivan visit the Cetagandan
equivalent of a garden show - what on other worlds would be called a
genetic engineering trade show.  What the ghem-ladies produce as a hobby
has to be heard to be believed.  (And if you are a cat-lover, skip a page
as soon as you see the word "kitten".  I mean it.  Bujold grossed us out.
Poor Ivan.)

In other news (possibly news anyway), Bujold said that the "Miles Turns 30"
novel is giving her a great deal of trouble, so it won't be out for quite a
while.  After "Cetaganda", her next project should be a fantasy novel set
in Venice, which she hopes will be a sequel to "Spirit Ring".  Also, she
said that the "Aral dies and Miles has to get married" novel is giving her
trouble, because she can't figure out what kind of person would be right
for Miles.  However, she also said that Cordelia will return to Beta Colony
after Aral dies and have a child (a girl) from his seed.  She would have
had the girl earlier, but she refused to raise a girl on Barrayar.  She
said we may see Bel again (ditto the quaddies) but not for a while.

Another problem with the "Miles gets married" novel was what to do with
Elli.  She thought it was funny when we mentioned that there were almost
enough Vorkosigans to form a cabinet (with Mark's inclusion) - she
indicated that that was no accident.  Also, Mark will get rich when his
investment in the genetic firm on Jackson's Hole allows them to discover a
real and moral way to achieve immortality.

She liked the idea I put up - that she should have somebody try to pull an
alien hoax.  She indicated that Mark would be good at investigating this.

Maureen S. O'Brien		
ad451@dayton.wright.edu		

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 14:27:24 GMT
From: dspencer@wpi.edu (David K. Spencer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Orson Scott Card...Seventh Son series

Okay, here's a question.  I _loved_ OSC's 7th son series.  It has been some
time since I read it, but I believe he was going to continue it.  Does
anyone have a list of the books in it and if/when others will be released
by him?

Dave

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 22:28:46 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card...Seventh Son series

dspencer@wpi.edu (David K. Spencer) writes:
>Okay, here's a question.  I _loved_ OSC's 7th son series.  It has been
>some time since I read it, but I believe he was going to continue it.
>Does anyone have a list of the books in it and if/when others will be
>released by him?

SEVENTH SON, RED PROPHET, and PRENTICE ALVIN.  Scott's working on the next
one right now.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 05:09:13 GMT
From: ewodar@unixg.ubc.ca (Erwin Wodarczak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card...Seventh Son series

I think the working titles for the next two books are JOURNEYMAN ALVIN and
MASTER ALVIN.  As for the news that Card is finally working on them, all I
can say is "Happy Happy, Joy Joy!  Happy Happy, Joy Joy!  Happy Happy..."
etc.  Cheers, EW

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 23:54:05 GMT
From: wsilvey@oo.com (William Silvey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Drake:Hammer's Slammers

   Does anyone out there want to start a discussion about David Drake's
_Hammer's_Slammers_ works?  I myself find them very entertaining, although
occasionally I get the feeling we the readers are being subjected to his
views of how he'd have dealt with given situations during the Vietnam war
if he'd had free run of a firebase or armored company...
   C'mon folks, I -can't- be the only Drake/Slammers fan who reads this
newsgroup! :)

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 08:00:19 GMT
From: baum1@central.susx.ac.uk (Paul Silver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Drake:Hammer's Slammers

I've read Hammer's Slammers, and At Any Price (in the wrong order - AAP
first), I found HS better, for straightforward war SF about mercenaries
they're pretty good. The character's aren't shown in a light that makes
them look wonderful, unlike some other war SF, with HS you know what that
the characters are brutal and efficient when it comes to getting the job
done - what could be rated as 'real' mercs.

I found HS-AAP a little long-winded, with the parts on the teleporting
aliens a little too simplistic (I believe that one's in AAP). I quite liked
the style of having a story, then information about weaponry and defenses
of the era, then another story, it kept in tone with the rest of the book
(and sometimes it was more interesting than the story it fronted).

Are there any other HS titles? Over here they were under 'Venture'
publishing, but I haven't seen anything from them for a while, and they
were an umbrella term for more than one major publisher anyway (the idea
was to publish an action/adventure SF book every month - some worked well,
some didn't).

Paul
baum1@central.sussex.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 13:35:47 GMT
From: mstewart@whale.st.usm.edu (Michael James Stewart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Drake:Hammer's Slammers

Paul Silver (baum1@central.susx.ac.uk) wrote:
>Are there any other [Hammer's Slammers] titles?

Working from memory, the titles in the series are:

   Hammer's Slammers
   At Any Price
   Counting the Cost
   The Warrior (I *think* this is the right title; anybody know?)
   The Sharp End (more of a spinoff, I think; haven't read it yet)

I like the HS series as much for the tech as for the stories, but then I've
always been very interested in the tech aspect of SF.

Mike Stewart
Graduate Polymer Chemist
Univ. of Southern Mississippi
mstewart@whale.st.usm.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 16:17:54 GMT
From: gt6431a@prism.gatech.edu (Christopher Barrett Riggins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Drake:Hammer's Slammers

wsilvey@oo.com (William Silvey) writes:
>Does anyone out there want to start a discussion about David Drake's
>_Hammer's_Slammers_ works?

   Sure, I love those stories, and I've read every one except the most
recent hardback.  I've wondered that Drake has become popular enough to
warrant a hardcover release - does this justify my liking him?
   As for Hammer's Slammers, I started reading them from the first book,
which my father purchased back in, what, 1981?  A long time ago, anyway.  I
really enjoyed the technology and the battle.  Those tanks are definitely
attractive to an early teen!  The absolute ruthlessness with which the
Slammers prosecute every job appealed to me - not just mindless slaughter,
because we see how the fighting affects several of the combatants.
   In any case, I've re-read these books so many times that they're coming
apart.  I enjoy them thoroughly and they make me think (about the
technological possibilities as much as the ethics of war).  I even wrote a
knock off of the Slammers in high school, with classmates as mercenaries!
(_They_ at least got a kick out of it.)  I think it's at least the apparent
realism of the books, like the same stealthy realism in the _Sten_ series
by Cole and Bunch.

Christopher B. Riggins
gt6431a@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 02:04:16 GMT
From: jezsik@alcor.concordia.ca (Louis Jezsik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Drake:Hammer's Slammers

Not quite the Hammers, but Drake did one called The Forlorn Hope.  A
terrific tale (one of the few I have read twice) that I would not hesitate
to recommend.

What's it about?  A merc company is assigned to help guard a base on a
planet undergoing a civil war.  The base is about to be overrun by the
baddies and their seems to be no way out.  Desperate men (and women) in a
desperate spot.  The "forlorn hope" is the term used to describe the
soldiers first sent into battle as their chance of surviving is zero.

Louis

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 18:15:35 GMT
From: schillin@spock.usc.edu (John Schilling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Drake:Hammer's Slammers

jezsik@alcor.concordia.ca (Louis Jezsik) writes:
>Not quite the Hammers, but Drake did one called The Forlorn Hope.  A
>terrific tale (one of the few I have read twice) that I would not hesitate
>to recommend.

Indeed, this is my all-time favorite Drake work.  You did leave out two key
elements that really made the novel work for me (not spoilers, as they are
both introduced at the beginning).

1. The mercs' employers promise to turn the company over to the enemy in
   order to cut a better deal for themselves, thus EVERYONE is out to kill
   them.

2. This time, the story is written from the point of view of a group of
   grunts fighting AGAINST supertanks.  I like this better than the
   nearly-invincible tankers of the Slammers.

Incidentally, don't read this novel if you are not willing to see your
favorite character die horribly.  Depends on who your favorite character
turns out to be, of course, and I'm not going to name names.  But Drake
quite accurately depicts the life and death of the combat infantryman.

John Schilling
University of Southern California
Aerospace Engineering Department
schillin@spock.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 12:52:13 GMT
From: ej613@cleveland.freenet.edu (Maureen S. O'Brien)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Drake:Hammer's Slammers

Btw, a "forlorn hope" is a military term deriving from the Dutch "verloeren
hoep", which means "suicide squad".  It was a common term in English right
up to Napoleonic times and maybe after.  I got this info from John Ciardi's
second Dictionary.  Check it out!

Maureen S. O'Brien
ad451@dayton.wright.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 94 03:19:19 GMT
From: wsilvey@oo.com (William Silvey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Drake:Hammer's Slammers

I think, hands down, my favorite story was 'Under The Hammer' - Rob Jenne's
baptism under fire after receiving his shipping orders.  _The_Sharp_End_ is
a damn good read - I finished that one in an evening.  A fine read.  I
think I started reading the Slammer's novels when I was a freshman in
highschool.  _The_Butcher's_Bill_ really turned me off to Drake's work for
a while - it was just gratuitously violent, what with the massacre scene in
the stadium at the end.  After a while I got back into it just in time to
grab _The_Warrior_.  That was a hell of a book.  The one thing I miss from
the earlier books are the 'Interludes'.  I wish he'd still put the
occasional 'Interlude' in.  I really enjoyed the technical info on
Powerguns, the tanks themselves...  How do you feel about Drake's work on a
literary level?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Duncan (2 msgs) & Feist & Forstchen &
                       Friedman (2 msgs) & Gibson (4 msgs) & 
                       Gilman & Green (3 msgs) & Heinlein (3 msgs) &
                       Hogan & Kurtz

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 04:26:34 GMT
From: chuvano@u.washington.edu (Vano Chu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Duncan's "Seventh Sword" series

>If you like Duncan, you HAVE to read his _Magic Casement_ series.  I read
>it about a year ago, and loved it so much, that I then went out and got
>the _Seventh Sword_ series, and loved that one, too!  Anyway, I highly
>recommend the _Magic Casement_ books (I think a total of four or five in
>the series).  Also, he has a new series out now, that's a sequel to _Magic
>Casement_.  I just bought the third book in the series, which just came
>out in paperback.  I haven't read it yet, but if its as good as the rest
>of his books, I'm sure I'll love it.

I disagree.  I read the _Seventh Sword_ series first, and found the _Man of
His Word_ books to be sort of a let-down.  They're good, but they lack the
punch and "tightness" of the first series.  In comparing the two works, it
seems as if Duncan spent years crafting the world on the River to give the
reader a sense of depth and to make sure that there were no loose ends. "A
Man of His Word" and the follow-up tetralogy "A Handful of Men" read as if
they were written in a hurry.

By the 2nd and 3rd book, the patter is set: you know that Rap and Inos are
going to get separated and that they are going to have a series of
adventures before they are reunited, happily, in the end.  Granted, a lot
of books have this structure, but Duncan has written this series in a more
light-hearted, shallow style.  As a result, you never really feel that the
characters are truly menaced and you just wish they'd finish their world
tour (it seems that Duncan is hell-bent on having his characters visit
_every_ named spot on the map before he's done), and save everyone from the
evil wardens already!

Having said all this, I have to admit I've bought the 7 (so far) paperbacks
of the _Word_ series.  It's fun to read, but if you really, really liked
the _Seventh Sword_, don't expect to find the same level of quality.

Vano Chu
chuvano@stein.u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 04:02:57 GMT
From: linn@crl.com (Stephen F Linn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Duncan's "Seventh Sword" series

   I've noticed a kind of trend when it comes to the two Duncan series.  It
seems that most people find that the first series of his that they read is
better than the second.  I myself read the Man of His Word series first and
found the Seventh Sword series to be good, but not near as good as the Man
of His Word Series.  IMHO, the Word series was the best bit of fiction I
had read in a long while and loved it so much that I recommended it to
several friends.  One friend who had already read the 7th Sword series
didn't think the Word series was as good, while others, who read the Word
series and then went and read the 7th Sword series invariably liked the
Word series better.

   Whatever the case, they were both very good series, I just happen to
think that the Word series was better.  All IMHO of course.

Steve
linn@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 17:52:06 GMT
From: sl45z@cc.usu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New novel by Raymond E. Feist

   I, too, loved the Rift-War saga.  I think it one of the best trilogies
ever, but then something happened.  It appears that Fiest was trying to
create new ideas for his old world.  Prince of the Blood was a bitter
disappointment, IMHO, lacking the flair, innovation and characterization
present in the rift-war.  I was completely unable to attach to any of the
characters.  Fiest also developed a fetish for sex scenes, elevating
physical romance as the premier theme of the book.  Sort of the Piers
Anthony thing, all gone wrong.
   I can't bring myself to pick up his newest book, fearing a continuation
of a "Who did who for what" plot and 2-d characters from front to finish.
Maybe he ought to sell on the opposing bookshelf, where Fabio can pose for
his cover-art.

Travis L. Clements
Utah State University

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 17:36:38 GMT
From: daoffer@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Debora Offer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Forstchen:  The Lost Regiment

Has Forstchen published a novel in his Lost Regiment series since "Terrible
Swift Sword" (the third volume)?  That was in 1992 and he was publishing
them about once a year.  "Terrible Swift Sword" is a bit of a cliffhanger
and *I want to know what happens*!

Debora              
offer@arlut.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 11:50:36 GMT
From: jdthomas@erinet.com (Jeff Thomas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sequel to Black Sun Rising?

Has C.S. Friedman written a sequel to this book?  If so, what is the name
of it????

Thanks.

Jeff T.

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 00:47:34 GMT
From: eslyons@husc9.harvard.edu (Elizabeth Lyons)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sequel to Black Sun Rising?

Jeff Thomas <jdthomas@erinet.com> wrote:
>Has C.S. Friedman written a sequel to this book?  If so, what is the name
>of it????

Yes, it's been out for awhile in hard cover (perhaps out this summer in
soft cover for us poor mortals?) called _When True Night Falls_.  Debates
are ranging as to whether it is awesome or just derivative of the first
book.  Personally, I loved reading it, but I haven't read it again
(partially because it's at home where all my other books are so I will
avoid the temptation to read when I should be doing homework).  Good luck
finding it - if you loved _BSR_, you'll probably love _WTNF_.  Or maybe
not... :-) 

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 04:11:04 GMT
From: wrath@cs.umbc.edu (Vijay Gill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Comments on a re-reading of W. Gibson

I just finished re-reading William Gibson's _Neuromancer_ and _Count Zero_
and I must say that they have lost none of their edge since I first read
them in the late 80's.  I have read thousands of books since my first
reading of these books, and I have to to feel the gritty impact, as jarring
as hitting your head on a prestressed concrete block that I got from these
two books.

All I can say is "whew!"

  Amazing pieces of work and they proudly take their place on my bookshelf
of fame, besides Lord of the Rings, Dune, Bladerunner, The C Programming
Language, Design and Implementation of the BSD 4.3 Operating System, Lord
of Light, Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, Computer Architecture:
A Quantitative approach and the Knuth books.  These books provided me with
some of the best reading I've ever done.

Vijay Gill
wrath@cs.umbc.edu
vijay@umbc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 16:59:45 GMT
From: engcubbi@eku.acs.eku.edu (Laurie Cubbison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Comments on a re-reading of W. Gibson

I just finished reading Neuromancer for the first time, after telling
myself for a long time that I was going to read it and never actually doing
it.

All I have to say is, 

WOW

Laurie Cubbison
engcubbi@acs.eku.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 08:51:32 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--William Gibson:Virtual Light

William Gibson:Virtual Light

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

This is the first one of Gibson's books that I understood and liked the
first time through.  His Cyberspace trilogy kept losing me on first reads,
and I don't even want to talk about _The Difference Engine_.  But this one
is very much more accessible.

In fact, I'd almost call it light-hearted, in places.  It has a happy
ending, nobody important dies, and there are a few outright hilarious
moments.

The plot has the almost standard cyberpunk element of "something stolen
from a courier that everyone wants to get their hands on".  In this case,
it turns out to be relatively trivial (no incredible new cybertechnology or
military secrets; more like real estate secrets), so at least there aren't
any major huge corporations after them.

Chevette Washington is the bicycle courier who steals the thing in the
first place; she lives on the Golden Gate bridge, which became a haven for
the homeless after it was closed to traffic.  (That section of the book,
incidentally, was modified from "Skinner's Room", a story part of a 1990
art exhibit called "Visionary San Francisco".)  Berry Rydell is a former
cop, former rent-a-cop, both the result of incredible bad luck.  Now he's
been hired to go track this object (a pair of goggles with Virtual Light
VR, which stimulates the optic nerve directly without "real" light) and
return it.  But he's double-crossed, and then he and Chevette end up
joining forces to try to escape with their lives...

The book is not without its tense moments, but it is not without its light
ones, as well.  Compared to _Neuromancer_, this is definitely fluff, but
it's enjoyable nonetheless.  Serious cyberpunk fans who dislike happy
endings may want to stay away.

Author:     Gibson, William
Title:      Virtual Light
Publisher:  McClelland-Bantam Seal
City:       Toronto
Date:       September 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-7704-2568-2
Comments:   Hardcover, CAD24.95
Pages:      325 pp.

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 19 May 1994 11:43:48 -0500
From: buffalo@panix.com (Pinto Bean)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: NEUROMANCER to be an AUDIOBOOK?!

Could it be?!!?!  William Gibson's SF sensation coming out on cassette?
Finally, someone to read this classic to me as I lay my weary head upon my
nighttime pillow!  What a lovely way to celebrate the 10th anniversary of
the interface cowboy.  BTW, I know it's coming out this summer but I forget
what month - any help out there?

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 02:01:26 GMT
From: seans@yvr.cyberstore.ca (Sean Stewart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: FANTASY: Brightest NEW Fantasy author to watch

Greer Ilene Gilman   _Moonwise_

Will one day be writing like John Crowley.  Alternately, will go quite mad
and vanish forever.  Imagine if G.M.Hopkins and William Faulkner got
together to record a Steeleye Span album.  Reading this book is like
playing that record backwards.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 04:50:17 GMT
From: as510@freenet.carleton.ca (Jeff Connel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sharon Green (Was Re: GOR)

an321@FreeNet.Carleton.CA (John Angus) says:
>Oh yeah? You ever read the series' by Sharon Green?
>
>First we have the Terrilian series (I don't know how many). In this one a
>gorgeous female agent for an intergalactic government goes undercover on a
>barbarian world and basically becomes the sex slave of an enormous
>barbarian leader. A nice guy, really, even if he does cane her bottom if
>she talks back, and lend her out to friends.

Hey, I remember that series. The barbarian was this powerful telepath, and
she was sent to play his girlfriend/mate? Only she had no idea the playing
would involve sleeping with him. Big surprise for her! I think she was an
empath, and whenever he got horny he "broadcast" it and made her incredibly
horny despite what she would otherwise have wanted.

She winds up falling in love with him (the big lug), and getting married to
him. right? I can't remember much after that. I think there were six books

>Then there was the Diana Santee series. Again we have a secret agent
>working for an interstellar government. In the first book she is
>physically changed into the body of a 15 year old barbarian princess

Six foot tall strawberry blonde. :-)

>and goes undercover on a barbarian world (sound a little familiar?).  Of
>course she gets kidnapped, raped and abused a lot.

and trained as a slave? There was a bunch of psychological stuff here, I
think, about training slave girls. I'll have to re-read it.

>In the second book she's still in the teenaged body (seems for some reason
>I can't remember it was too hard to change back). She goes undercover on
>some rich folks pleasureworld and...guess what, gets taken prisoner,
>raped, abused, etc, etc.. I don't know how many were in this series
>either.  It's been a decade or so. They were put out by DAW, but I don't
>know if her and her books are still around.

Neither do I. I found it hard to find them even when they were out for
sure. Some of the more "progressive" bookstores wouldn't carry her because
of the sexual content. There was nothing hard-core, but there was a lot of
what there was. She also had at least one other series, something about
amazon women (who didn't wear much).

I always wondered if Sharon was actually a pseudonym for a guy, maybe John
Norman? :)

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 03:58:51 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sharon Green (was Re: GOR)

And don't forget _The Rebel Prince_.  Basically, we've got a successful
businesswoman who's an outcast from her royal family on a distant colony
world.  She's called back to her loving relatives, and is abducted, raped,
and abused before finally realizing that she Truly Loves the man who is
doing this to her.

Sharon Green definitely writes according to a formula.

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 12:50:58 GMT
From: ac1cdb@sunc.shef.ac.uk (C D Bates)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

I'd almost managed to forget the truly awful Sharon Green. I read a couple
of her books a few years ago - got 'em from a remaindered book store - IMHO
they were even worse than the GOR books. There was lots of weird fetish
stuff - almost everything in them was made of leather.  Actually I never
believed that Sharon Green was a woman - the female characters were treated
too badly. Possibly the most politically unsound books I've ever read.
Green makes Niven and Pournelle look like pinko liberals!!

Chris

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 18:04:33 GMT
From: jsc@slayer.mit.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Heinlein and "Renshaw"

In two of Heinlein's books (Citizen of the Galaxy and some spy novel about
supermen running the world), he mentions a Dr. Renshaw, some guy who,
shortly after the second World War, put together a theory of how the mind
works and how it could be improved. The first time I saw the name, I
thought Heinlein made it up. The second sighting makes me wonder; was there
ever really a Dr. Samuel(?) Renshaw?

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 16:26:19 GMT
From: MNHCC@cunyvm.cuny.edu (Marty Helgesen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein and "Renshaw"

According to the National Union Catalog, there was a psychologist named
Samuel Renshaw born in 1892.  His Ph.D. Thesis (Ohio State University,
1925) was _Apparatus and Experiments on the Postural Stability Component in
Human Behavior_.  He wrote on children and sleep and on psychological
optics.  In 1936 he published the third edition of _A Bibliography on
Learning_, which is as close as the record of his books gets to what
Heinlein wrote.
 
There are at least three possible explanations.  1. Coincidence.  2.
Renshaw did work out a method of mind improvement, but did not publish it
in book form, at least not in a widely distributed book.  3. Heinlein
tuckerized him.

Marty Helgesen
mnhcc@cunyvm.cuny.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 00:26:30 GMT
From: p00422@psilink.com (Leighton Anderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein and "Renshaw"

>There are at least three possible explanations.  1. Coincidence.  2.
>Renshaw did work out a method of mind improvement, but did not publish it
>in book form, at least not in a widely distributed book.  3. Heinlein
>tuckerized him.

Thanks very much for posting that.  I've been curious for years about the
same question.  However, the "Renshaw" reference in _Citizen of the Galaxy_
was more to the improvement of memory, rather than a more general concept
of improvement of the mind.  (Pop used Dr. Renshaw's techniques to help
Thorby remember his lessons and data on ship movements.  In later life,
Thorby was able to recall specific information from a missing book because
he had "renshawed" it.) Thus, it's plausible that Renshaw's work on
*learning* could have supported Heinlein's reference to "Dr. Samuel
Renshaw,", at least in _Citizen_. 

Leighton

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 23:42:13 GMT
From: berkoski@next12pg2.wam.umd.edu (Leonard Bernard Berkoski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Giant's Novels

Has anybody out there read the Giant's Novels by James Hogan?  
   Inherit the Stars
   The Gentle Giants of Ganymede
   Giant's Star

and introducing:

   Entoverse!

I enjoyed the first three very much when I read them several years ago, and
have bought the fourth book recently and haven't gotten around to reading
it.  I hope it's good, but it seems like another jump on the cyberspace
bandwagon excuse again. Oh well, E-mail me opinions.

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 12:44:25 GMT
From: daoffer@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Debora Offer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kurtz: The Bastard Prince

I picked up Katherine Kurtz's "The Bastard Prince" and managed to read
halfway through it last night.  I am *so* disappointed.  Instead of showing
the reader the action and allowing them to discover who's on whose side,
she tells us right out in the awfulest manner.  The only time I've read
such a blatant style before was a romance novel I only read because I was
bored stiff.  It's not just recapping past novels either because I'm
halfway through and she's still doing it.  Ms. Kurtz's work has just been
demoted to paperback.

Debora              
offer@arlut.utexas.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 16 May 94 17:34:16 GMT
From: hbjou001@huey.csun.edu (richardg grayson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Britain's Philip Empson High

   I have been reading the British sf author Philip E. High for years now,
but I there seems to be very little as far as information about the writer
himself anywhere.  I only know what was written in the editor's comments
opposite the frontispieces in his various Ace doubles - that he was from
Canterbury and resided in Kent, born in 1917.  I have read about 7 or 8 of
his novels, and it seems that after a period (late '70s, though I don't own
the British edition novels he put out under R. Hale in those years) his
work disappears.  I was wondering if Mr. High is still around, or if he too
has unfortunately passed on.

   Also, I am not an artist (merely a writer), but I believe my eye has
become accustomed to many of the cover artists I'm used to seeing on books.
Does anyone know if I am correct in my speculation about Philip E. High's
_Twin Planets_ cover being the work of Frank Kelly Freas?  If so, I'd like
to know, since I might be able to get Mr. Freas to sign it next year at the
annual Paperback Collectors Show here in the San Fernando Valley.

P.M. Grayson
hbjou001@huey.csun.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 19:07:22 GMT
From: muldoonl@rutgers.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Britain's Philip Empson High

High's _Reality Forbidden_ and _Invader on my back_ are both really great
books. _Reality Forbidden is about a future society in which a "dream
machine" supplied by an alien intelligence alters peoples perceptions of
reality, and the hero can use this to change reality.  In _Invader on my
back_, telepathic aliens surreptitiously make Earth their play thing, only
to find that Earth was already developing telepaths.  I've also read _Twin
Planets_ that you mentioned, _No Truce With Terrra_, and another book whose
title escapes me, about a post-war society in which the hero invents
microrobotic germ fighters.  These are all Ace double editions.  What other
books has High written?  What has he written under the R. Hale name, and
are any available in the US?

Thanks for any info.

Leslie
muldoonl@ohsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 00:34:57 GMT
From: hbjou001@huey.csun.edu (richardg grayson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Britain's Philip Empson High

   Sorry for the confusion :-)... Actually, R. Hale stands for Robert Hale,
the British publisher of many Philip E. High hardcovers.

   Here are some other High books, ones I do not own as yet (again, any
info. as to where I can find them would be appreciated):

_Speaking of Dinasours_
_Butterfly Planet_ 
_Blindfold the Stars_
_Come, Hunt an Earthman_ (varies in pbk as _Come, Shoot an Earthman_)

P.M. Grayson

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 02:31:07 GMT
From: dani@terrazzo.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Britain's Philip Empson High

richardg grayson <hbjou001@huey.csun.edu>:
>>What other books has High written?
>_Speaking of Dinasours_
>_Butterfly Planet_ 
>_Blindfold the Stars_
>_Come, Hunt an Earthman_ (varies in pbk as _Come, Shoot an Earthman_)

These are High books which have not appeared in the US, at least in
paperback.  The ones that Ace published, mostly in Ace Doubles, include

The Prodigal Sun
Twin Planets
These Savage Futurians
Reality Forbidden
Invader On My Back
The Mad Metropolis
The Time Mercenaries
No Truce With Terra

They tend to be written to a formula, with a small number of recurring
themes, but I've always enjoyed them.  "Twin Planets" was probably my
favorite book when I was eleven, but yes, "Reality Forbidden" and "invader
On My Back" are probably the best two.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
dani@telerama.lm.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 14:13:35 GMT
From: dswartz@pugsley.osf.org (Dan Swartzendruber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Britain's Philip Empson High

dani@terrazzo.lm.com writes:
> They tend to be written to a formula, with a small number of recurring
> themes, but I've always enjoyed them.  "Twin Planets" was probably my
> favorite book when I was eleven, but yes, "Reality Forbidden" and
> "invader On My Back" are probably the best two.

I agree.  Over the last 15 years or so, I've managed to accumulate all of
the above.  The first one I ever read, in the public library, was a copy of
Invader On My Back.  I thought No Truce With Terra was interesting, if only
for his departure from the usual formula whereby a technologically superior
alien race invades the Earth.  For similar reasons, I enjoyed Reality
Forbidden.

Dan S.

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 13:17:22 GMT
From: dac@prolix.apana.org.au (Andrew Clayton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Colin Kapp's 4th Cageworld book????

> Gee-weez, learning new things every day! The fourth volume is not
> mentioned in any of the *many* reference sources that I have, so could
> you *please* post the relevant biblio data on it? It will be greatly
> appreciated.

I have had it since 1983 or so.

CAGEWORLD No. 4 _Star Search_.

Published by New English Library, 1983.  Copyright 1983 by Colin Kapp.

ISBN 0 450 05531 0 

823'.914(F)   PR6061.A58

It's a pretty poor book, in my arrogant opinion.  It ties up some threads,
but the main 'why' of Cageworld isn't really answered.

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
dac@prolix.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 06:08:14 GMT
From: hbjou001@huey.csun.edu (richardg grayson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Frank B. Long: The young man w/ spectacles

ahasuer@clark.net wrote:
> I have read my fair share of FBL but I never considered him one of sf's
> 'founding authors'. A reliable pulp author - yes, a nice horror writer -
> sure, but to say that 'without Long, science fiction would have lacked a
> great WEALTH' is a stretch (IMHO, of course).
>
> Either I have not read the stuff that makes you think him so great -
> which is entirely possible given how much he has written over the years -
> or our criteria differ. Care to specify the works you think are
> especially good?

   As far as what I said about 'founding authors', FBL certainly was just
that.  He started out writing for WEIRD TALES, as you know, several years
before there were more than a COUPLE of scientifiction pulps.  He wrote for
ASTOUNDING STORIES when F. Orlin Tremaine was editor (pre-Campbellian
mode), plus he was a permanent staple in THRILLING WONDER STORIES and it's
companion magazine STARTLING.  Much of his best work is in the tome "THE
RIM OF THE UNKNOWN", in which he inadvertently includes comment on such
topics as child abuse, pollution/evolution (a la "THE GREAT COLD", "THE
LAST MEN", etc.).  I consider his "THE MAN WITH A THOUSAND LEGS" to be one
of his finest; it is both HILARIOUSLY funny and cosmically terrifying at
the same instant!  What about "WOMAN FROM ANOTHER PLANET", something you
don't see too often?  I'd venture to say that most would consider it a mere
"men's entertainment" book or soft-core porn (what?!?  Of all things, FBL
was not an sf-pornographer).  NO, "WOMAN.." was in print just before the
time Philip Jose Farmer's "THE LOVERS" (as a novel, not the short story).
"IT WAS THE DAY OF THE ROBOT" (as a short story, in a different form,
called "MADE TO ORDER") predates 1984 by several years, but not in book
form.  That novel stands among the best.  Perhaps my criteria is stilted,
since I have such a taste for his fiction, but I still say HE WAS a
founding MASTER.  He was even around during the Campbellian revolution,
writing for UNKNOWN [WORLDS].

   I have quite a LONG collection, but I don't come close to owning all his
books, since I don't have the AVALON titles (plus only reprints of the
Arkham House editions), nor uncollected magazine tales, the other Chariot
(I mentioned "men's entertainment" publisher...) paperback, and the second
and third of four gothics he wrote during the 1970s under his wife LYDA's
name.  (If anyone can help me find these, it would be a GREAT help.)

P.M. Grayson
hbjou001@huey.csun.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 03:20:46 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Frank B. Long: The young man w/ spectacles

Richard Grayson (hbjou001@huey.csun.edu) wrote:
>As far as what I said about 'founding authors', FBL certainly was just
>that.  He started out writing for WEIRD TALES, as you know, several years
>before there were more than a COUPLE of scientifiction pulps.

He started in WT in December 1924, i.e. before there were *any* stf pulps -
granted. However, WT does not a science fiction author make. It *may*, e.g.
in Edmond Hamilton's case, but more often than not it does not.

Now, if you are talking about 'weird fiction' or 'speculative fiction'
(regardless of whether you include science fiction proper in the respective
definitions), then it is a different matter. However, even if we are
discussing 'weird fiction' proper, I would still put FBL behind Merritt,
Lovecraft, C. A. Smith and Robert Howard. I am not saying Howard was a
better writer, just more influential in the long run. I would also put
Kuttner ahead of FBL even though Kuttner did not come into his own (as a
fantasy writer) until 1946 (_The Dark World_, IMHO). But when he did, it
was something.

>He wrote for ASTOUNDING STORIES when F. Orlin Tremaine was editor
>(pre-Campbellian mode)

Yes, I don't think he published anything in Clayton's _Astounding_ but he
did publish a few things for Tremaine in the mid 30's. However, I do not
think *anybody* has ever claimed that his contributions to _Astounding_ at
the time were more than, oh say 'notable'. Basically, they were nice, but I
still do not see how it makes FBL a 'founding father' of science fiction.

>plus he was a permanent staple in THRILLING WONDER STORIES and it's
>companion magazine STARTLING.

Again, there is no denying that he published a lot of different stories in
a lot of different magazines (including western and detective story
magazines) but a lot of other people are guilty of the same sin. BTW, he
wrote for TWS and SS primarily in the early 40's when O.J. Friend (aka
Sergeant Saturn) was in charge - those were not the best days for the
Standard Twins...

>Much of his best work is in the tome "THE RIM OF THE UNKNOWN", in which he
>inadvertently includes comment on such topics as child abuse,
>pollution/evolution (a la "THE GREAT COLD", "THE LAST MEN", etc.).

I think _The Rim of the Unknown_ (1972) pretty much reprints his early
stories from _The Hounds of Tindalos_ (1946) which to me indicates that his
most fruitful period was in the late 20's - early 40's and I have just
tried to show why this part of his carrer does not let me assign him a
place at the table of 'sf greats' (as if I were the one who was doing the
assigning! :-))

>I consider his "THE MAN WITH A THOUSAND LEGS" to be one of his finest; it
>is both HILARIOUSLY funny and cosmically terrifying at the same instant!
>What about "WOMAN FROM ANOTHER PLANET", something you don't see too often?
>I'd venture to say that most would consider it a mere "men's
>entertainment" book or soft-core porn (what?!?  Of all things, FBL was not
>an sf-pornographer).  NO, "WOMAN.." was in print just before the time
>Philip Jose Farmer's "THE LOVERS" (as a novel, not the short story).

True, but contrary to popular belief, there *were* risque sf stories as
early as the late 1930's. Henry Kuttner (in _Marvel Stories_) became quite
notorious for this kind of stuff. What Farmer did was not just break the
taboo, rather he introduced sex as a legitimate issue for science fiction
to ponder and extrapolate, as opposed to pointless titillation.  FBL's
story, no matter what its virtues, did not have this kind of effect.

>"IT WAS THE DAY OF THE ROBOT" (as a short story, in a different form,
>called "MADE TO ORDER") predates 1984 by several years, but not in book
>form.  That novel stands among the best.

Again, _1984_ was not the first dystopia. Zamyatin's _We_ was written in
1920. But 1984 has become a household word and FBL's effort has not.

>Perhaps my criteria is stilted, since I have such a taste for his fiction,
>but I still say HE WAS a founding MASTER.  He was even around during the
>Campbellian revolution, writing for UNKNOWN [WORLDS].

He definitely was *around*, the question is to what extent he participated
in it. FBL did not (to the best of my knowledge) write for _Astounding_ in
the 40's, so we are only talking about _Unknown [Worlds]_. I'll submit
that, unlike _Astounding_, _Unknown_ just did not get enough copy of the
kind that Campbell wanted to print. Campbell was trying to publish
*different*, rationalized fantasy, the kind of fantasy that would appeal to
'modern' readers. de Camp, Boucher, Kuttner and Hubbard were happy to go
along, others had to be dragged in kicking and screaming (A. E. van Vogt
according to his own memoirs). The main reason why _Unknown_ died in 1943
was that there was not enough copy to publish because of the war!  Thus,
Campbell *had* to use other, more traditional fantasy authors like E.
Hoffman Price and FBL.

Finally, I would like to state for the record that I believe that FBL was a
fine writer. I just don't think he can be called 'one of the fathers' of
modern science fiction. His vision of the world was by far too mystical to
allow him to feel comfortable in the genre science fiction in the 30's and
especially during the Golden Age. Even his science fiction stories often
leave the impression that you have just read a Weird Tales piece. When he
finally did change his style, his science fiction, especially his 1960's
novels, was rather routine. He will probably be remembered for his weird
fiction which was often fine but did not define the genre the way HPL's
work did.

All IMHO, of course.

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 18:49:49 GMT
From: eowyn@soe.berkeley.edu (Eowyn Mader)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robin McKinley

lgeyer@strauss.udel.edu (Laura B. Geyer) wrote:
> Robin McKinley just came out with a really good book called _Deerskin_.
> It's loosely based on the old fairy tale (one of the Grimms I think)
> called Donkey Skin.  I thought it was excellent.

Just want to second the recommendation for _Deerskin_.  While I loved
_Beauty_ and enjoyed McKinley's other books, most of them are just above
average, well-written young adult fantasy, nothing particularly wonderful.
_Deerskin_ is very different.  It's darker and more complex - things are
not completely wrapped up by the end, and I found it very moving.  I
actually didn't know what was going to happen next, something quite rare in
a genre which can be very predictable.  There is an "issue" involved, but
it doesn't take over the story, and the book doesn't become just a means to
make a point.  It's a beautiful book, harrowing at times, hopeful at
others, with a complicated heroine who is not just strong or good or heroic
or a tomboy.  I felt the love relationship occured quite naturally - the
original poster was disappointed with the way Aerin and Harry's
relationship developed in the _Hero and the Crown_ (or was it _The Blue
Sword_?)--I think you'd be more satisfied with the one in _DS_.

If you want to give McKinley another try, don't bother with _The Door in
the Hedge_ or _The Outlaws of Sherwood_, just go get _Deerskin_.  I highly
recommend it!

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 13:46:09 GMT
From: ej613@cleveland.freenet.edu (Maureen S. O'Brien)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent reading: Atanielle Annyn Noel, Robin McKinley

[Rebecca Crowley threatened to stop reading McKinley if she didn't get
something different from the last few books she'd tried.  Shocked, Maureen
attempts to dissuade her:]

If you want different, you can try _Deerskin_.  It is really a lovely book,
with lots of cool dog scenes.  Unfortunately, if you didn't like the
seriousness of her previous books... it gets more serious.  (Sometimes I
suspect she read the review of Sword that complained about how Harry didn't
have enough difficulty in her life.)

All the same, _Deerskin_ is one of the truly great fantasy works of all
time.  I mean this.  If people aren't still reading it in 500 years, I'll
be surprised.  Even the mundanes had nice blurbs to say about it on the
hardcover - the paperback should be coming out soon.  Read it.

Maureen S. O'Brien		
ad451@dayton.wright.edu		

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 22:52:37 GMT
From: bap@intersec.demon.co.uk (Bernard Peek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Keith Roberts' Kiteworld

I heard that a second Kiteworld book had been published in Germany.  Can
anyone confirm this?

Bernie Peek

------------------------------
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Date: 18 May 94 02:14:22 GMT
From: kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Diamond Mask: thorough disappointment

Is there a cliche would-be writers hear more often than "show don't tell"?
Julian May spends something like half of Diamond Mask giving the impression
she's forgotten this rule, and also the less quotable but more basic one
which goes "don't bore your readers to death".

I should probably emphasize at this point that I'm a die-hard milieu fan.
I loved the Pliocene quartet and still think Intervention is one of the
very best "contemporary society transformed by new discovery" books ever
written. Jack the Bodiless I liked less, but still a lot. Diamond Mask is
the first in the series I've actually failed to enjoy.

There are lots of minor reasons for this, ranging from May's insistence on
devoting an entire chapter to recounting the events of Jack the Bodiless -
if people are going to pick up the middle book of a trilogy, let alone the
seventh book of a de facto octet, without reading the preceding ones,
that's not something the rest of us should be punished for - to the
escalating use of the Family Ghost as a deus ex machina. But my big problem
was the extent to which we were told "and then this happened", rather than
allowed to SEE it happen. Rogi, who was a likeable and mildly tragic figure
in Intervention, has turned into the equivalent of one of those jerks who
insists on telling you the plot of a movie just before you were going to go
to it. I got to the point where I groaned whenever his damnable memoirs
took the place of May's regular narrative.

The thing is, so many of the major characters are spending all their time
offstage. We never really get a good look inside Paul's head; Marc is
presented to us in high speed glimpses; Jack does most of his growing up
between chapters. Major events are given to us in synopsis - for instance,
though this is going back a book, the revelation of the Remillard
immortality genes. BIG pay-off scene for all those "aren't you aging well"
comments in Intervention. Except it doesn't happen. May seems to have
fallen into the trap of thinking that because she's given a lot of the
story away through flash-backs in the Pliocene books, there's no need to
give us a full-blooded narration of events now. Glancing references will
suffice.

And then there's the Fury mystery. Aside from turning the great story of
humanity's near damnation through Marc's choices, and its ultimate
salvation through Jack and Diamond's, into a tug of war between two ghosts
- - a story in which the manipulation of events matters more than the events
themselves - this is just plain DULL. To keep us guessing, May has to with-
hold facts. More of a problem, she has to withhold insights into Remillard
psychology, since Fury's one of them and we can't be told which. And the
Remillards ARE the story. (Sorry Diamond. But they are). By the end of the
book I was past caring who the damn demon really was.

I'll still read Magnificat - how could I not, after all these years waiting
for the series to be finished? - but frankly my expectations aren't high.
May's spun gold into straw with this story; it was all glittering
brightness as the background to the Quartet, but now it's made it to center
stage May doesn't seem to know how to get past the fact that she's told us
half of it already. As a solution to this problem Rogi's memoirs and the
Fury mystery are about as substantial as the emperor's new clothes.

Justine

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 08:22:42 GMT
From: vek@spacsun.rice.edu (Vincent E. Kargatis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Diamond Mask: thorough disappointment

Justine Kingsbury (kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu) wrote:
>But my big problem was the extent to which we were told "and then this
>happened", rather than allowed to SEE it happen. Rogi, who was a likeable
>and mildly tragic figure in Intervention, has turned into the equivalent
>of one of those jerks who insists on telling you the plot of a movie just
>before you were going to go to it. I got to the point where I groaned
>whenever his damnable memoirs took the place of May's regular narrative.

Ahhh.  I completely agree.  But this annoyance started for me in the
INTERVENTION doublet.  The Rogi frame story is just a crappy way to tell a
story.  I haven't read DM yet, but I hate to hear that it just gets worse.
It's bothersome enough that, if I met her, I think I'd actually have the
nerve to ask her why in the world she thinks it's an effective storytelling
method.

Does anybody out there actually approve of this style?  I find it a bit
patronizing to boot.

And the Family Ghost thing is just ridiculous.  Just how lazy has May
gotten?  Can't think of a way to make this or that happen?  Hey, Unifex,
c'mere!

Vincent Kargatis
Astronomy
Rice U.
Houston, TX
vek@spacsun.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 14:40:59 GMT
From: e-siebert@uchicago.edu (Eric Siebert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Diamond Mask: thorough disappointment

kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury) wrote:
> The thing is, so many of the major characters are spending all their time
> offstage 

[...]

>To keep us guessing, May has to withhold facts. More of a problem, she has
>to withhold insights into Remillard psychology, since Fury's one of them
>and we can't be told which. And the Remillards ARE the story. (Sorry
>Diamond. But they are). By the end of the book I was past caring who the
>damn demon really was.

[ah that compromise between saving space and keeping context...]

but THAT's the actual problem. the Remillards aren't the story in DM. as a
result, we have very little to fill the story with but Diamond herself. in
fact, much of the appeal (IMHO) of the other books involves all the
subplots and continuous intermixing of existing characters. in DM, May has
a short space of time to deliver on developing a single central character
that has few of these subplots to draw upon. we've been promised a Diamond
Mask that will be as great as Jack the Bodiless (character-wise) and maybe
that's a little harder to deliver without having the Remillard charm
constantly being woven in.

of course, that's not an excuse... I agree that the story did not match up
to the others. In fact, I'm abashed to admit I didn't really come away from
DM enjoying Diamond's character. she's just not as strong a character as
Jack or Marc. Maybe even May found Diamond to be a bit elusive? (or is that
illusive? :-)

Eric Siebert       
University Of Chicago-NTCS
e-siebert@uchicago.edu    

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 18:50:55 GMT
From: jwallace@ctc.ctc.edu (Jim Wallace)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Julian May

Over the last week, I've been reading May's Milieu corpus, anticipating the
day when _Diamond Mask_ would show up at the library.  Well, I haven't read
it yet, but I did re-read all of Pliocene Exile, _Intervention_, and _Jack
the Bodiless_.  A few thoughts:

May is definitely one of the shining stars of sf; in my personal pantheon,
she ranks up there with Lois McMaster Bujold and David Brin as "read it
now" authors.  I particularly admire her characterizations; yes, she plays
off ethnic stereotypes, but she does expand them into real individual
character traits.

IMHO, May's major contribution to sf is one of vocabulary.  She has the
best description of metapsychic abilities I've seen.  The integration of
meta abilities and physics is especially well done, as is the
scientific/slang jargon (e.g. "psychozap").

BUT! (Ah, you knew there had to be a caveat in there somewhere, didn't you
:-) ) I find myself less interested in the newer material than in the
Pliocene Exile books.  A few reasons:

1) She had the Milieu material plotted before she wrote the Pliocene books;
could it be that it's lost its freshness for her?

2) The whole "mythology as science fiction" element of Pliocene Exile is
absent.  This is one of my favorite sub-genres; I think _Lord of Light_,
_To Reign in Hell_, and (L.E. Modesitt's) _Fires of Paratime_ established
the groundwork, and May produced an almost perfect culmination of the
trend.  She is certainly tying into mythological themes in _I_ and _JtB_,
but without the continuing subplot that extended through the whole four
books of Pliocene.  I think this weakens the Milieu material.

3) Possibly related to the above: Pliocene had a lot of... well, call it
"charm".  Firvulag obsession with strawberries and pizza; Crazy Greggy and
Rowena; Katinel and Sugoll - elements like these made the books so much
richer.  By comparison, the Milieu material is positively arid.

Bad Julian May (and the newer material is "bad", again IMHO, only by
comparison) is still better than a lot of other writers' best.  But I wish
she'd kept it up... and I'm looking forward to reading _Diamond Mask_

Does anyone know if the lyrics to "A Princess Should Never Have Fleas" have
ever been published?

Jim Wallace
jwallace@ctc.ctc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 16:09:54 GMT
From: INQTEMP3@crs.loc.gov
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Noel

RE Ms. Crowley's review of _Duchess of Kneedeep_ and _Murder on Usher's
Planet_: General agreement.

BTW, her most recent book is _Speaker To Heaven_ a combination mystery and
fantasy book with a much more mature style.  Highly recommended.

I also recommend the last four or five books by Atanielle Annyn Noel's
brother, Jefferson P. Swycaffer (re the names - both are Swycaffers,
Atanielle was born "Ruth," chose her names from Tolkien, married a man
named Noel, and is now "Atanielle Annyn Rowland," having divorced and
remarried) Anyway, Jefferson's best title, IMHO, include _Voyage of the
Planetslayer_ (title is corny, but the rest of the book isn't), _Revolt and
Revolution_, and Warsprite.

If anyone is interested, I can give you the name of the APA they belong to.
We could use new members...

Ewen Allison
Congressional Research Process
U.S. Library of Congress
allison@mail.loc.gov

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 04:55:12 GMT
From: pickrell@netcom.com (Brian Pickrell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

Can anybody tell us about the GOR books?  How many are there?  When were
they written, and are they still being written?  Has the author done other
work?  Does he live under a rock?  I see these things in huge stacks in
used book stores, but I've never figured out where they came from.

Most important, who the heck bought and read enough of these things to keep
the series going (and presumably making money)?

I read about half of one of these books once.  Did I miss anything?

Brian Pickrell

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 10:29:55 GMT
From: naddy@rhrk.uni-kl.de (Christian Weisgerber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

pickrell@netcom.com (Brian Pickrell) writes:
>Can anybody tell us about the GOR books?  How many are there?

25

>When were they written, and are they still being written?

The series seems to be finished.

>Has the author done other work?

Yes. I don't have an overview, though. Currently he's writing the
"Telnarian Histories" (or was it Chronicles?). Not recommended. Most of the
volume is made up from his "woman enjoy slavery" monologues. The background
setting is a clone of the Roman Empire spanning thousands of Galaxies.
Pretty absurd.

>I see these things in huge stacks in used book stores, but I've never
>figured out where they came from.

I'm still desperately looking for a couple of Gor novels. (#21, #22, #24.)
Is anybody out there willing to dig them up in a used bookstore and send
them over?

>Most important, who the heck bought and read enough of these things to
>keep the series going (and presumably making money)?

Wasn't me. I got most of the books long after the series had been finished.

Christian Weisgerber
Germany
naddy@mips.ruessel.sub.org

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 10:33:27 GMT
From: egbr@lise.unit.no (Egil Geir Brautaset)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

Has anyone noticed the resemblance between 'Tarnsman of Gor' (first in the
Gor series) and 'A Princess of Mars', the first of Edgar Rice Burroughs'
John Carter, Warlord of Mars series?

Egil
egilbra@idt.unit.no

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 03:07:20 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Nifft the Lean_ by Michael Shea

I've just heard that Michael Shea has finished the super-cool map for the
new signed-limited edition of _Nifft the Lean_.  He's also talking about
the new 'Nifft' stories he's got planned for the future.  Better get your
reservations in now for the hardcover signed leather limited edition books
that'll be on sale soon from Darkside Press.

Good lord!  Tim Powers is doing the introduction!!!

I'm going to sweat profusely until I receive my copy...

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 17:45:54 GMT
From: ckt4x@faraday.clas.virginia.edu (Curt Tsui)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John Shirley's _Wetbones_

Even though this is more of a horror novel, I'll ask here anyway as Shirley
does quite a bit of SF.  Is this novel available as a paperback rather than
the Ziesing hardcover?  I'd like to get it, but can't afford hardcover
prices much these days.

Curt Tsui
curt@Virginia.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 02:48:39 GMT
From: Scott_Edward_Alexander@cup.portal.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Shirley's _Wetbones_

>Even though this is more of a horror novel, I'll ask here anyway as
>Shirley does quite a bit of SF.  Is this novel available as a paperback
>rather than the Ziesing hardcover?

No, not to my knowledge. It is not one of his better books anyway. Check
out New Noir. Published by Fiction Collective Two c/o English Dept.,
Publications Center, Campus Box 494, University of Colorado at Boulder.
Boulder, Co. 80309-0494. This isn't SF either, but one of the better things
he has written. He also co-wrote the script to the new movie The Crow which
is kind of fun. 

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 19:20:15 GMT
From: mmaxwell@ucsd.edu (Matthew Maxwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Shirley: A Splendid Chaos?

spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce) wrote:
> I'd be curious to find out what other scripts he authored, anybody
> know???

Shirley also did some scripting for the TV show _Max Headroom_ in the mid
eighties.  Apparently he wasn't too pleased with the final script for _The
Crow_ after his revisions, as he trashes the film in the latest issue of
_SF Eye_.

Matt Maxwell
mmaxwell@ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 03:25:58 GMT
From: chaojira@kits.sfu.ca (Viboon Chaojirapant)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Q: Hyperion series (spoilers!!)

Warning: Spoilers below!!!! Do not read if you have not read the 2 books.
         (Hyperion and Fall of Hyperion)

   I have just finished reading the series and find it really good, well
written. Anyway, I still have some questions, hope someone outthere can
provide answers :)

      i) Are the Ousters human? I.e. are they originally Earthlings who
         went of into space, but refused to use the farcasters hence they
         have evolved to adapt to their environment? I hope I got this
         correct :)

     ii) What purpose does Kassad (the soldier) serve? He died while
         fighting the Shrikes (sp?) but it seems that the woman (Moneta?)
         thinks that his time is yet to come. I can't figure this out.
         Something to do with time traveling?

    iii) The 9 labyrinth worlds are dug by the Core right? If so how can
         they do it 'millions of years ago'? Because it was stated in the
         book that the labyrinths are very old.

   Actually, I think I still have a lot of other questions, but I am a
little short of time. But if some kind soul would answer the above
questions, thanks :)

   By the way, Dan Simmons wrote another fantasy book called Song of Kali,
is the book highly recommended by sf readers out there? Thanks.

Viboon
chaojira@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 21:21:17 GMT
From: tyf@uclink.berkeley.edu (Allen Tam)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Snowcrash: sequel?

Any chance of there being a Snowcrash sequel?  I really enjoyed reading it
but it seemed that the ending, not to give away any spoilers, was kind of
hurried.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 17:14:34 GMT
From: dasher@netcom.com (Anton Sherwood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Snowcrash: sequel?

Allen Tam <tyf@uclink.berkeley.edu> wrote:
>Any chance of there being a Snowcrash sequel?

I've heard the author says no way.

>I really enjoyed reading it but it seemed that the ending, not to give
>away any spoilers, was kind of hurried.

How would a sequel cure that?

I rather like not knowing for sure e.g. what happens between Raven and
Uncle Enzo.

Anton Sherwood
DASher@netcom.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 13 May 94 02:34:57 GMT
From: rt@clark.net (R. Thornton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: S.P. Somtow fans out there?

Just wondering if there's anybody else out here who likes Somtow
Sucharitkul (or S.P Somtow as he's known these days) and is interested in
talking 'bout some stuff...

Maybe his new "Riverrun" series or the Inquest stuff. Who knows?

Rob
rt@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 07:40:37 GMT
From: dstein@sage.math.ucla.edu (David Stein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: S.P. Somtow fans out there?

I enjoyed his _Mallworld_ collection of linked stories a lot (the book also
had some neat illustration - unusual these days!).  I also read 3 or 4 of
his more recent short stories, and liked them.  He has a refreshing way of
reporting on American culture in a roundabout way; perhaps this is so
because his roots are not American.

David

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 00:14:56 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: S.P. Somtow fans out there?

I liked the Riverrun stuff, and Mallworld. I absolutely *adored* the
Inquest series, and think it's a (not-so-)minor classic that should be
forced down the throats of unsuspecting college students but then I'm a
sucker for mythopoeic imagery (I'm a Sandman fan too...). I want to know
*more* about the Inquest universe, and hope that he finds more to say about
it someday...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 09:23:26 GMT
From: johannes@imec.be (Peter Johannes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: S.P. Somtow fans out there?

I quite liked his Mallworld series. The only other book I found by him was
the fallen (white?snowy?) country (I think) which I found overly moralizing
and sickeningly pc, so after that I never bothered again.

Peter
johannes@imec.be

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 08:54:00 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Norman Spinrad:The Last Hurrah of The Golden Horde

Norman Spinrad:The Last Hurrah of The Golden Horde

A Retrograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

A friend of mine (actually, a friend of my brother) was horrified when I
told her I hadn't read much of Norman Spinrad, particularly his shorter
work.  She pressed a copy of _The Last Hurrah of The Golden Horde_ into my
hand.  Eventually, I got around to reading it.

The stories in this book remind me of _With A Finger In My I_ by David
Gerrold.  Not because they're intrinsically similar, but because they both
have that American New Wave feel to them.  They're also vaguely similar to
Harlan Ellison stories, though that didn't strike me at first.

"Carcinoma Angels" is probably the best, although "It's A Bird!  It's A
Plane!" is pretty funny, and all but a few of the stories are great
reading.  The exceptions, in my opinion, are the title story, which
features a character named Jerry Cornelius, and reminds me why I never read
many of Michael Moorcock's book featuring a character of the same name;
"The Age of Invention", which is far too cute, in the way of imparting
modern-age behaviour to cavemen; and "The Entropic Gang-Bang Caper", which
attempts to tell a story somewhat after John Brunner in _The Sheep Look Up_
and _Stand On Zanzibar_...but was a bit too indirect for me.

Definitely a book not to be missed.

Author:     Spinrad, Norman
Title:      The Last Hurrah of The Golden Horde
Publisher:  Avon
City:       New York
Date:       September 1970
Order Info: SBN 380-02368
Comments:   Paperback, USD0.75
Pages:      223 pp.

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 06:53:20 GMT
From: danny@cs.su.oz.au (Danny)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Book Review - The Sykaos Papers

Title:		The Sykaos Papers
By:		E.P. Thompson
Publisher:	Bloomsbury 1988
Subjects:	science fiction, anthropology
Other:		482 pages

It's not often one of the world's best known historians turns his hand to
writing science fiction.  _The Sykaos Papers_ stands in a long tradition of
science fiction novels that use an alien or a human from an alien culture
stranded on Earth as a device for critiquing various aspects of society.
(Robert Heinlein's _Stranger in a Strange Land_ is perhaps the best known
example of the genre.)  While Thompson does employ many of the standard
cliches of science fiction, however, he always seems to be able to find
something new in them.

Oi Paz, a scout from the planet Oitar (where things are rather different)
crashes and is stuck on Earth.  Suffering severe culture shock, he
eventually ends up as the subject of a military organised research
institute, where he studies the researchers as they study him, in an
entertaining anthropological duality.  (The study of a scientific research
community at work under military discipline is reminiscent of Stanislaw
Lem's brilliant _His Master's Voice_.)  When the fleet from Oitar arrives
on the Moon, and the power balance between the United States and the
Russians is disrupted, things really warm up...

Not unexpectedly, _The Sykaos Papers_ does have a message (Thompson is, of
course, a Marxist), but it never becomes narrowly didactic or polemical.
The obvious Earth customs - money, the media, the military establishment
and so on - come in for criticism, and Thompson also finds room to poke fun
at less obvious targets such as the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament and
the French.  But the tone is always humorous (_The Sykaos Papers_ is an
extremely funny book), so this never grates.

Social critique of this kind is only as good as the construction of the
alien culture used for comparison.  I won't give any of the details away,
since the anthropological research provides part of the interest of the
book, but Thompson has done a remarkably good job of producing a plausible
but completely alien culture.  (This can not be entirely uncorrelated with
his brilliance as a historian; in my opinion science fiction has benefited
greatly from an increasing number of writers with social rather than hard
science backgrounds.)

As a novel _The Sykaos Papers_ is not so outstanding - fiction is obviously
not Thompson's natural genre - but it contains more than enough in the way
of interesting ideas to be worth reading, and is also highly entertaining.
_The Sykaos Papers_ is highly recommended.

Author:     Thompson, E. P.
Title:      The Sykaos Papers
Publisher:  Bloomsbury
City:       London UK
Date:       1988
Order Info: ISBN 0-7475-0117-3
Pages:      482pp, hc
Keywords:   Science fiction, anthropology

Danny Yee
danny@cs.su.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 20:34:39 GMT
From: shsilver@indiana.edu (shsilver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review:  Turtledove's Latests

This month, Harry Turtledove has two new releases, Krispos the Emperor and
Prince of the North.  The first book is the third book in his Tales of
Krispos, set in the Videssan empire while the latter is a sequel to
Turtledove's first two novels, Wereblood and Werenight, recently
re-released in one volume by Baen as Werenight.

There are some similarities between the two books in that when last seen
both protagonists, Krispos and Gerin the Fox, were happily married.
However, as the two new books open, we learn that Gerin's wife, Elise, has
run off with an horse doctor, leaving behind a four year old son.  Krispos'
wife, Dara, died a number of years before the opening of KtE, leaving
Krispos with three sons in their late teens and early twenties.

Another similarity is the fact that both protagonists have a son kidnapped,
although for very different reasons.  Literacy also plays a role in both
books, with Gerin promoting literacy successfully in PotN and Krispos
having his offer rejected in KtE.

Both books deal with the ravages war brings to the common people, and the
reader can't help wondering whether this is a reflection on the riots which
erupted in Los Angeles last year.  (Ironically, in PotN, a great deal of
damage is caused by an earthquake, although I imagine the book was finished
long before the January earthquakes caused damage to Turtledove's home).

Prince of the North contains more signs of Turtledove's humor as he
recounts Gerin the Fox's attempts to regain his kidnapped son.  His quest
for his child is derailed, however, as the gods of the North are weakened
and a monstrous invasion occurs, pitting Gerin against his old foes the
Trokme and causing him to form a hasty alliance with another former lord of
the Elabon empire.  From the empire itself, Gerin can gain no aid since the
Northlands have been cut off since shortly after the Werenight which
occurred at the end of the previous book, five years prior to the beginning
of PotN.

One nice aspect of PotN is that whereas the earlier book(s) focused
specifically on Gerin and his retainer Van, PotN introduces and
re-introduces many characters who Turtledove can now flesh out better than
when he wrote the original novels in the late 1970s.  On the other hand,
Turtledove never really gives a clear physical description of the monsters
who are released in the Northlands, simply referring to them as monsters
and describing them in terms of rather ugly, hairy humans.

In Krispos the Emperor, the antagonists are quite definitely human.
Videssos is quite definitely and closely based on the Byzantine Empire
which Dr. Turtledove studied to achieve his Ph.D., and that linkage
continues to show through in his Videssos books.  After twenty-two years of
relatively peaceful reign, Krispos has three sons, none of whom seem
particularly capable of taking over following Krispos' death.
Nevertheless, Krispos sets out to help his sons into adulthood and the
responsibilities they will need to take on when the eldest, Phostis, who
may not be Krispos' son at all, succeeds Krispos as Avtokrator.  Krispos is
given the chance when rebellion flares among heretical farmers.  Krispos
and Sons travel off to meet these farmers with the Avtokrator unaware that
his eldest son is sympathetic to the anti-materialist teachings of the
heretics.

Turtledove's heretics are based, I imagine, on the Albigensians of Southern
France, as well as various Byzantine heresies in that they despise the
physical world, seeing it as the work of Satan. . . I mean Skotos.  Like
the Albigensians, the most holy of the Thanasiots end their lives by
rejecting food as work of Skotos and wasting away until they can look upon
the face of Phos.

It is telling how well Turtledove's Videssos is portrayed (and perhaps his
own reputation as a writer of alternate histories) that I constantly found
myself wondering what would happen if the plot twisted in different ways.
For instance, if Krispos died near the beginning of the book when Phostis
was first becoming enthralled by the Thanasiots.  Unfortunately, this is an
alternate history which I'm sure will escape Turtledove's talents, although
it could lead to just as entertaining a story as the one told in Krispos
the Emperor.

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 04:35:51 GMT
From: dasher@netcom.com (Anton Sherwood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge: Tatja Grimm's Sequel?

Peter A. Cohen <flargh@tiac.net> wrote:
>I just finished reading _Tatja Grimm's World_- an early opus (circa 1986)
>by Vernor Vinge. I'm just curious if he ever published anything else -
>short story, novella, or novel- that continues this timeline.

Vinge isn't exactly prolific.  The first part of TGW (1986) is a prequel to
the remainder, previously published as "Grimm's World" (1969).  If VV has
published any fiction since 1986 besides "Marooned" and "A Fire", I jolly
well want to know it!  

Anton Sherwood
DASher@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 07:01:21 GMT
From: ROBERTS@decus.ca (Rob Slade)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "A Fire Upon the Deep" by Vinge

"A Fire Upon the Deep", Vernor Vinge (vinge@saturn.sdsu.edu), 1992, 
0-812-51528-5, U$5.99, C$6.99
Tor Books, Tom Doherty Associates, Inc.
175 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY  10010
 
Vinge's novel is a well-crafted story which happens to have a very solid
insight into aspects of the current Internet and Usenet.  The plot line has
consistent and well built tension that is maintained right up to the end.
The characters are interesting and develop in believable ways during the
course of the book.  Some of the plot devices, such as "group" minds
connected by ultrasound links and "zones" within the galaxy wherein the
laws of physics change sufficiently as to allow faster than light travel or
disallow rational thought are strictly fantasy.  Somehow, though, the more
outre concepts are believable, or at least we are willing to suspend
disbelief.  Less believable, perhaps, is that the galactic net is RFC 822
compliant.
 
(The cover blurb states that this is a classic space opera from the Golden
Age of science fiction.  In many ways this is true: an exciting and
swashbuckling space tale, complete with privateer, but updated, more
consistent and constructed.)
 
A part of the major plot is activity on the galactic communications net.
This is not central to the story, and could have been replaced by something
else, but it is remarkably accurate.  There is even mention of the need for
antenna arrays, given the great distances involved (and in spite of faster
than light communications).  OSI fans will be gratified that the
presentation layer is represented by a translation field.  Even some "net
types" are identifiable: "Twirlip of the Mists" is a relative of all
newbies and the ubiquitous B1FF and is, appropriately, completely
irrelevant to the story.
 
Some commentators on the Internet have seen, in this story, reference to a
type of "information virus" which infects the thought, and affects the
behaviour, of those to whom it is "told".  This goes a long way beyond the
bounds of the actual text.  We know that a certain force is awakened, and
that its sphere of influence shows startling growth.  We are not, however,
told anything at all about the mechanism.
 
Ironically, it is the similarity of the galactic net to Usenet that may be
least credible.  An unmoderated net will be culturally very similar.  There
is discussion of the commercial aspects of the net (quite frequently, in
fact) but it is likely that the messages in the book are of the type that
could be seen "piggybacking" on excess bandwidth from other applications.
 
Enjoyable and recommended.
 
Author:     Vinge, Vernor
Title:      A Fire Upon the Deep
Publisher:  Tor Books
City:       New York
Date:       1992
Order Info: 0-812-51528-5
Comments:   pb, USD5.99, CAD6.99

copyright Robert M. Slade, 1994 

roberts@decus.ca
rslade@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 14:49:29 GMT
From: djello@well.sf.ca.us (Darius Bacon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge: Tatja Grimm's Sequel?

dasher@netcom.com (Anton Sherwood) writes:
>Vinge isn't exactly prolific.  The first part of TGW (1986) is a prequel
>to the remainder, previously published as "Grimm's World" (1969).  If VV
>has published any fiction since 1986 besides "Marooned" and "A Fire", I
>jolly well want to know it!

"The Blabber" in _Threats and Other Promises_.  It was also printed in one
of those Baen collections (_New Destinies_, I think).

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 11:32:00 GMT
From: ben.stichter@tippy.com (Ben Stichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Weis

I'm looking for comments on the "Star of The Guardians" series by Margaret
Weis.  I just finished the latest book related to that series "Ghost
Legion."  I rather liked that entire series.  Anybody want to comment?

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 20:10:22 GMT
From: an321@freenet.carleton.ca (John Angus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star of the Guardians

Outstanding book. Obviously taken from Star Wars, but with a lot more to
say. Great action scenes, and I just loved the conflict between Lord Sagan
(Darth Vader), and Lady Maigrey (a more mature Princess Leia) I didn't like
Ghost Legion as much as the original series. Although I loved the ending...

SPOILER ALERT!!!

When the dead Lady Maigrey and Sagan are confronting the holy spirit about
their actions. Maigrey has to explain why he killed an evil usurper and
allowed the good King to remain alive. Maigrey demands to know why this is
a bad thing.

Because it wasn't the plan, the spirit says.

Oddly, that scene is the best explanation I've ever found to that age old
religious question: Why does God allow bad things to happen to good people?

John D Angus
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 24 May 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 394

Today's Topics:

       Films - 5,000,000 Years to Earth (9 msgs) & X-Men (3 msgs) &
               Judge Dredd (3 msgs) & The Crow (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 19:57:24 GMT
From: SSK@hr.house.gov (Steven Kaeser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 5,000,000 Years To Earth

Several have been mentioning this film and I wanted to shed what little
light I could on this film.  It is a British film made in the early/mid
60's and was very well done for its time.  It took place in a bad section
of London at a building that was to be demolished and while digging below
the structure the construction crew found a spaceship buried in the rock
and the story goes on from there.  I could give a full description, but I'm
not as good as the movie would be.  I will try to find the name of the
production company and actors that were in the film if anyone is
interested.  It is well done, as I said before, and I enjoyed it when I
watched it as a college student.

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 05:33:02 GMT
From: andrewwal@aol.com (AndrewWal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Five Million Years to Earth

That's the actual title.  It was the third of a series of British SF
concerning a character named Quatermas, who was a physicist in London.  I
have seen the film recently, and despite certain shortcomings (the bugs not
looking too real), I still find it to be a unique and wonderful film.

I have not seen the other three Quatermass films, but I'm heading to London
in two weeks and might chance upon something there.

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 13:10:43 GMT
From: rsb13@cus.cam.ac.uk (Robert Buckley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: 5,000,000 Years to Earth

It's called Quatermass and The Pit in Britain

>3) I remember the hero telling the heroine not to look at the flaming
>devil, only to look at it himself.  No such dialogue in recent broadcast.

The 'hero' (Professor Rooney: I think that's how you spell it. Ironically
he's Canadian in the original where he's played by Cec Linden) is immune to
the effects of the Martian spaceship: he's out-evolved the programming they
put into the human genetic code. The heroine isn't.

>4) I remember it taking place in NY, not London.

It was based on a British Tv series (Quatermass and The Pit) and both are
most definitely set in London (Knightsbridge actually)

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 13:13:14 GMT
From: rsb13@cus.cam.ac.uk (Robert Buckley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: 5,000,000 Years to Earth

It was made by Hammer pictures and starred Andrew Keir as Professor
Quatermass, Barbara Shelley as Dr Judd, and Julian Glover as Colonel Breem
(spellings a bit dodgy. I can't remember who played Rooney either)

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 13:15:40 GMT
From: rsb13@cus.cam.ac.uk (Robert Buckley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Five Million Years to Earth

The other films are:
The Quatermass Experiment/Xperiment aka The Creeping Unknown
Quatermass II
The Quatermass Conclusion (made for Tv film cobbled together from a 6 part
TV series)

The first two aren't available on video and the the last has been deleted I
think.  I'm not fussed because I've got them (and the TV series) :)

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 13:30:44 GMT
From: ha1@stirling.ac.uk (Mr Hugh Armour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Quatermass Films (was Re: Five Million Years to Earth)

AndrewWal (andrewwal@aol.com) wrote:
>That's the actual title.  It was the third of a series of British SF
>concerning a character named Quatermas, who was a physicist in London.  I
>have seen the film recently, and despite certain shortcomings (the bugs
>not looking too real), I still find it to be a unique and wonderful film.
>
>I have not seen the other three Quatermas films, but I'm heading to London
>in two weeks and might chance upon something there.

Also known as "Quatermass and the Pit" (in the UK), starring Andrew Kier
(correct me if I'm wrong - this is from memory) in the title role.  It was
a Hammer Production and the only one of the three Quatermass films in
colour.  The first two films, "The Quatermass Experiment" and "Quatermass
II" (again UK titles) were in black & white, not produced by Hammer (sorry
can't remember the company) and starred an American actor in the title
role.  The three films were based on BBC TV series (of the same titles)
produced in the late 1950's.

The "fourth" Quatermass film was, actually, an edited down version of a
fourth TV series (produced by an independent TV company and aired on ITV)
from the mid 1980's, starring Sir John Mills as Quatermass.  I think the
original series was called "Quatermass: The Conclusion".  I don't know what
it was called when it finally made it to video (if it ever did).

Hugh Armour
Computer Services Division
University of Stirling

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 10:38:52 GMT
From: gbell@festival.ed.ac.uk (G Bell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Quatermass Films (was Re: Five Million Years to Earth)

ha1@stirling.ac.uk (Mr Hugh Armour) writes:
>Also known as "Quatermass and the Pit" (in the UK), starring Andrew Keir
>(correct me if I'm wrong - this is from memory) in the title role.  It was
>a Hammer Production

Directed by Roy Ward Baker, written by Nigel Kneale, co-starred James
Donald and Barbara Shelley

>and the only one of the three Quatermass films in colour.  The first two
>films, "The Quatermass Experiment",

or as billed in the UK "The Quatermass Xperiment"

>and "Quatermass II" (again UK titles), 

American title "The Enemy from Space", 

>were in black & white, not produced by Hammer (sorry can't remember the
>company)

They were produced by Hammer, written and directed by Val Guest, with
possible input from Nigel Kneale, he later disowned the film version of
"Quatermass II"

>and starred an American actor in the title role.

Brian Donlevy

>The "fourth" Quatermass film was, actually, an edited down version of a
>fourth TV series (produced by an independent TV company

I think this would be Thames

>and aired on ITV) from the mid 1980's, starring Sir John Mills as
>Quatermass,

co-starred Simon McCorkindale and Barbara Kellerman.  

Graham Bell
Bibliographic Services
Edinburgh University Library
George Square
Edinburgh EH8 9LJ
G.Bell@festival.ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 16:54:30 GMT
From: kurtgs@netcom.com (Kurt Schumacher)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: 5,000,000 Years to Earth

A recent issue of Cinefantastique said that Hammer is back in production
again, and is planning to remake a lot of their classics including the
complete Quatermass series.  I can't wait!

Kurt G. Schumacher
Boulder, CO

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 14:23:48 GMT
From: T.J.Foster@lut.ac.uk
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Five Million Years to Earth

>That's the actual title.  It was the third of a series of British SF
>concerning a character named Quatermass, who was a physicist in London.  I
>have seen the

This film was called Quatermass and the Pit in the UK.

The other quatermass films were based on a series in the '60s(?). I saw one
of these, which was about an early rocket flight where the pilot came back
with a growth on his arm. The other film was about an invasion of aliens
which came out of meteorites and took over people's minds in order to build
an outpost for the aliens, who breathed methane(?).

The Quatermass character was revived in the mid '80s to form a new series,
in which a beam of light (hard to describe it as anything else) comes down
to Earth at stone circles to feed off humans. The alien light was supposed
to be the source of anarchy at the time it was set in (a UK in the near
future with mod rule basically).

What I've seen of Quatermass, I liked, but I haven't seen the early series
- - too young :-(, but the film I saw was OK for that genre, and I have a
book of the script for the other film.

Quatermass and the Pit was also quite good for the time, and I think
starred Peter Cushing as Quatermass, instead of Sir ? John Mills, who
played the part in all other case, I think.

The final series was around four episodes, and worth watching.

Hope this helps.

Trevor Foster

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 01:44:30 GMT
From: hlbwkw@leonis.nus.sg (Wong Kah Wei)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: X-men film

I heard that they are making a film on the X-Men comics. Is this true?

hlbwkw@leonis.nus.sg

------------------------------

Date: 10 May 94 02:40:57 GMT
From: asood@pomona.claremont.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-men film

There is an X-Men project in development at 20th Century Fox, for producers
Richard Donner and Lauren Shuler-Donner (Dave, Free Willy, Maverick.)

Richard Donner, who directed Superman, Lethal Weapons I-III and the
upcoming Maverick, may or may not direct the film.

Aditya

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 01:09:30 GMT
From: maxhawk@ccnet.com (Felix G.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-men film

  In a past issue of Comic Shop News, it said that James Cameron is making
the X-Men movie after he's done with the SpiderMan movie.

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 08:39:46 GMT
From: phd69@cc.keele.ac.uk (Richard Hayler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Judge Dredd

I hope this isn't old news:

   Apparently Guild is planning to put Judge Dredd the movie on general
release in 1995 - directed by Danny Cannon, a most excellent British
director (_The Young Americans_). Unfortunately Sly is still cast as JD
himself. Anybody know when filming is due to start?

Richard

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 13:47:51 GMT
From: newton@indial1.io.com (Thomas Newton Bagwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Judge Dredd

>Anybody know when filming is due to start?

No, but I have heard that Stallone refuses to wear the boots or ride the
Lawmaster.  Let's see if he can agree to keeping the helmet on...

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 01:41:11 GMT
From: ev780@cleveland.freenet.edu (Michael Nusbaum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Judge Dredd

I don't know any release dates, but I think sly is going to start after
filming for The Specialist is done (filming right now).

I did see a picture of him in costume for the Dredd role, it looked kind of
goofy.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 10:05:55 GMT
From: todd1m@unlv.edu (Todd McChurch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The CROW

Just got back from watching the movie and I liked it a lot. Just wondering
what others thought?

Todd

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 12:50:40 GMT
From: d_spence@oz.plymouth.edu ( Vagabond)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The CROW

I also just got back from watching this movie, and I was more than
impressed. I think they more than managed to convey the sense of loss
Draven felt, and the scenery... Wow! It added the dark note the movie
deserved.
   My question: Does anyone know which scene Brandon Lee died in?

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 15:31:20 GMT
From: ahuk1@cc.swarthmore.edu (Mr. Blonde)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The CROW

Ditto, I agree.  Great flick.  I have to admit Brandon Lee's acting wasn't
the best, but this movie really didn't call for great acting.  It was very
culty.  Actually, I want to say it was very morbid because thirty bloody
murders, Friday the 13th release, and the continuous wondering of which
scene it was that led up to his death.  This was his best movie, and I
recommend everyone to see it.  Few cheesy one-liners and sort of a cheesy
plot, but it is worth the money.

Warning to martial arts fans: there is hardly any in this film.  He uses
guns more than his feet and hands.

Han

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 01:25:26 GMT
From: maxhawk@ccnet.com (Felix G.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The CROW

(d_spence@oz.plymouth.edu) wrote:
>I also just got back from watching this movie, and I was more than
>impressed. I think they more than managed to convey the sense of loss
>Draven felt, and the scenery... Wow! It added the dark note the movie
>deserved.
>
>My question: Does anyone know which scene Brandon Lee died in?

   I loved it. I have the comic, and while events didn't always match the
book, it was a good alternate story, but it still was the same basis. I was
impressed with some of the short scenes that mimicked panels from the
comic.

   The scene in which Brandon was killed was in the flash-back where he and
his girlfriend were killed by the gang members. They were actually
reshooting the scene when he was shot for real, so they DID have the scene
shot, but wanted to redo it for some reason.

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 19:09:19 GMT
From: ZENF@uvvm.uvic.ca (Zen Faulkes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review (Yea!): _The Crow_ motion picture

***SPOILERS*** (Pretty significant ones!)

   The movie _The Crow_ is an adaptation of a comic book mini-series/
graphic novel of the same name by James O'Barr. For my money, _The Crow_
graphic novel (GN) is one of the best comics I've ever read.  So beware,
gentle reader, that this review is seen through the eyes of someone who
knows and admires the original story.

   The makers of _The Crow_ have a lot to be proud of. Many people have
already acclaimed Brandon Lee's performance and I agree that he is indeed
superb. As I general rule, I distrust movies which have the words
"Featuring the music of (list of obscure rock bands)," but this is a rare
instance of where a song score actually enhances the mood of a film without
seeming to be stuck in to boost soundtrack sales.  The cinematography and
set decoration is unflaggingly, gloriously bleak.  It's always night, and
always raining (except for one short scene); this city *is* the dark and
stormy place drawn by James O'Barr. _The Crow_ will be the _Blade Runner_
of the 1990s: it's destined to become a cult classic seen on video and
campus theatres for years and years.

   As much as I liked this film, there's a few things about it that grate
on me like grains of sand in an engine.

   Minor ones: Shelly should be a blonde (yeah, it's a petty gripe, I
know). Director Alex Proyas is clearly more interested in the action and
the violence than he is is showing us Eric and Shelly's love story. We
barely see Eric and Shelly interacting at all.

   The worst thing?

   The script writers tried hard to keep O'Barr's story, it seemed, but
they were unable to resist the lure of formula, and fell back to using
Hollywood cliches.

   There's what I call "The House of Cards syndrome": the need to have
everything in the film connected to everything else. For instance: in _The
Crow_ GN, The Crow meets a young girl named Sherri on the street a couple
of times. Sherri's mother is in bed with one of the killers that Eric's
come back to take revenge on. In the film, Sherri is renamed Sarah and she
just *happened* to have been a good friend of Eric and Shelly before they
were killed.

   Another example of everything needs a reason: In the GN, Eric and Shelly
die because they're in the wrong place at the wrong time. It echoes our
increasing urban fear of totally random violence, a dread which is becoming
lodged in our collective consciousness and fueling a fear of crime
bordering on hysteria. In the movie, Eric and Shelly are killed because
they're fighting an eviction notice.  Why? Because then you have a
mastermind who gave the orders in the shadows, and you've got a lead
villain that Eric can take on in the film's finale.

   The Hollywood formula makes its presence felt most strongly in the
film's climax. The lead villain has a witch (for lack of a better term) as
his lover. The witch says, "The crow is Eric's link to this world. We kill
the crow, we stop Eric." This really, really bugged me. _The Crow_ GN was a
ritualistic ceremony of love and vengeance. It didn't lessen the impact of
the story one gram that there was no question that Eric would succeed in
his quest. That's what ritual is: you know exactly what will happen.  But
no, the screenwriters have to create the possibility that Eric can lose and
be "killed."

   The bad guys decide to do this dead clown before he causes more trouble
(despite the fact that he's killed his wife's killers and is about to
return to being dead), so they kidnap Sarah ("house of cards syndrome"
again). The Crow is wounded, but what should happen in the nick of time but
that Office Albrecht (a minor character from the GN who has a substantially
larger role in the film) shows up to help stop the bad guys (more "house of
cards"). All of this positively *shrieked* "FORMULA WRITING!!!" at me. The
end, though, pulls off one very good moment when Eric finally beats the
head bad buy. *That* is too good to spoil here.

   That's what driven me nuts about this movie: there is some really superb
stuff here. The scene where Eric retrives Shelly's ring catches O'Barr's
vision of incredible violence balanced against tenderness and pain of love
lost. It's great.

   It's because this film comes so close, so *unbelievably* close to being
as great a movie as The Crow GN is a great comic, that the presence of
Hollywood's style is so bloody... *intrusive*.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 01:50:19 GMT
From: ev780@cleveland.freenet.edu (Michael Nusbaum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The CROW

I saw the Crow also.  I would have to say overall I was very pleased with
the movie.  I have to admit though, it did make me a little sad to think
about Brandon Lee dying during filming.

I think The Crow could have been Brandon's break into the "big time".  He
definitely showed charisma in the role of Eric Draven.

As far as the movie itself, it was well directed and edited.  Lighting,
sets and costumes were great.  Acting overall was good.

At some points the movie seemed to drag a little, but it's understandable -
they had to re edit the movie after Brandon's death.

Thumbs up from me, I will definitely be seeing it again!

Mike

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 10 May 94 09:54:22 GMT
From: dk738@cleveland.freenet.edu (David F. Fink)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL: Legacy - *SPOILERS*   (long)

Spoilers:

   Good episode.  We found out more about Amanda and an interesting new
twist has been added to the HL universe.  Comments to follow.

1) Rebecca.  Very classy lady.  I was sorry to see Luther behead her in the
first few minutes of the show.  After Luther forced her to lay down her
sword and he knocked out her husband, she should've grabbed her sword again
and attacked Luther.  Instead, she just let Luther behead her.  Also, since
she had been Luther's teacher, she should've at least have been able to
fight him to a draw.  Then, she AND Amanda could've gone after him.
Would've been interesting.  Too bad it didn't happen.
   The way she rescued Amanda from being burned with the other plague
victims showed that she really cared for Amanda right from the start.  Took
her into her home, trained her, educated her.  If she was this kind to all
her students, I wonder what turned Luther into the evil Immortal he was; or
did he come to Rebecca already evil?  The door remains open to
speculation.
   We're starting to see some very old Immortals lately.  Last week it was
Nefertiri and the Roman, now it's Rebecca (and Amanda too, though we never
knew that until now), on the order of about 1100-1200 years old.  So that's
why Amanda loves Duncan (according to Maurice), she likes younger men.  ;)

2) Amanda.  She keeps appearing in Duncan's life.  She might be the
replacement for Tessa on the series.  I didn't think so at first.  Now, I
wonder.  She's a bad girl, true, but she does seem to want to do the right
thing.  Maybe that's another reason she likes Duncan: because he's such a
straight arrow and that maybe he'll be able to get her back on the straight
and narrow.  But, enough of this psychological study, back to the show.
   Her devotion to Rebecca now stands in sharp contrast to what it was when
she first met her: a ragtag street thief who didn't trust anybody to
someone who was willing to sacrifice her own life to revenge her mentor's
death.  Rebecca really worked a change in her.  Too bad she couldn't break
Amanda of her stealing habit.  Oh well.  That's part of Amanda's charm, I
guess.  :)
   I knew that Duncan had switched the crystal in Amanda's sack, otherwise
he would have stopped her when he saw her breaking into the oak chest.
Being an experienced thief, Amanda herself should've thought of that
possibility and checked the sack before she left to meet Luther.  Haste
really does make waste.  Fortunately, in this case.
   The vintage moment was when she was with Luther's goons and one of them
tried to rough her up, and she said "don't tempt me" and the camera zoomed
down to wear she was holding her sword against the guy's genitals !  The
guy acted a LOT calmer than I'd have expected.  I guess that castration is
just an everyday hazard in his line of work.  :)
   After Luther and Amanda fought, and he had her on the ground, ripe for
beheading, and then Duncan shows up with the REAL crystal, why didn't
Luther just behead her anyway?  After all, Duncan did say, "first her, then
me".  He should've beheaded her and at least gotten something for all his
trouble.  The look on her face when Duncan said that he wouldn't give up
his sword for her was priceless.
   At the end, do any of you suspect that Amanda went back to Luther's
place anyway to look for the missing crystals?  I think she did.  She
wouldn't have mentioned them if she weren't already thinking about it.
 
3) Luther.  A strange duck, this one.  He didn't need to kill Rebecca, but
he did. He put that hot coal (was it a hot coal?) in his goon's hand "just
so you'll know you're alive".  A particularly evil Immortal, one to rival
Xavier St. Cloud.  Seeing his kind beheaded makes watching Highlander more
worthwhile.  :)

4) The crystals.  Here, we have a wild card thrown into the deck.  When
Rebecca gave the crystal to Amanda, something occurred to me: if these
crystals were the source of ultimate power to an Immortal when combined
(and it did appear that Rebecca had all the pieces combined), why did she
give them away?  Why didn't she keep them?  One might argue that she didn't
want the power, if there really was power to be had from them, so she just
gave them away.  Couldn't she have just kept them, and not used their
power?  Did she really distrust herself that much?
   Luther seemed to believe that the crystals did have some sort of power.
Duncan said that it was only a fairy tale, a legend.  He should realize
that so are people who live for hundreds (or thousands) of years, but that
doesn't mean they don't exist.  :) I think we'll be hearing more about
these crystals in future episodes.

5) Luther's quickening.  Good sword fight, by the way.  A lot of clashing
swords and other physical deeds (i.e. head butts, getting tossed over the
hay wagon).  I liked it when Luther said that Duncan would never find the
crystals, and Duncan said he didn't want them.  I think that kind of
cheated Luther of his supposed revenge for Duncan having beaten him.
   I do have a question about Luther's quickening, though.  Why did it
center on Luther's sword?  In other quickenings I've seen, it always
concentrates on the victorious Immortal.  Why this time, on the sword?
Theories, anyone?  And whose idea was it to put in that cheap rolling-cloud
visual effect just before the Quickening hit?  Totally unnecessary, IMHO.
They've done without it before, why include it now?  I hope that's not a
sign of things to come.  :(

Overall, a good episode.  We find out Amanda's origin ( and how Rebecca
taught Amanda, just like Connor taught Duncan ) and we get to see another
bad Immie bite the dust.  Bad cloud-effect, though.  Next time, lose the
effect.

Comments welcome, as always.

Until next time.

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 06:31:50 GMT
From: mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (M'Woody)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL: "Epitaph for Tommy"

Wow! I just watched this episode for the first time yesterday, and it was
great. I had it on my tape for a while now, and kind of forgot about it.
 
This was one of the best episodes of the show (but I haven't seen any of
the first season). I'd say maybe "Unholy Alliance" and definitely "The
Darkness" are ahead of it on my list.
 
"Epitaph for Tommy" had it all. I'll touch on a few things. I liked it so
much, I just wonder what everyone else thought.
 
The plot was solid and kept me interested until the end. Richie actually
appeared in this episode, but he's still quite annoying. We had TWO fights
between Duncan and Galen. Both of them were great to watch. Having the
fight take them to a strobe-light room was great.  Then of course there was
the great move that Duncan made before killing Galen. Jumping over Galen's
swing and spinning around with the coup de grace was the coolest move I've
seen him make.

The episode's quickening was top-notch, too. I liked how the amusement park
lit up and started running because of it. Also, I think that's the most
physically exhausted I've seen Mac after a quickening. He could barely
walk.

When I first saw Honniger's daughter, I said to myself, "I guess I know who
Mac sleeps with this episode." Well, that wasn't the case. In fact, Mac
kept to himself and we still got a great episode. The ending was nice, too,
as Mac didn't tell Tommy's mother just what Tommy did for a living. It was
a very effective way of showing that Duncan is wise beyond his (seeming)
years. That subtleness works better for me than having Richie propose
something ridiculous and rash, and having Mac say, "Come one, Richie, you
know better."

Also, I liked the touch with Mac writing the newspaper article. Of course,
we know from "The Fighter" that Mac was a newspaper man in the Old West.

Thanks for indulging my ramblings on an old episode that's new to me.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 15:33:12 GMT
From: mac7@po.cwru.edu (Michael A. Chary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: Prodigal Son    *SPOILERS*   (long)

I liked this episode very much but I had a couple problems with it.  Why
didn't Richie just let the cops shoot him?  They think he's dead, he walks
free.  That's what Hyde and Sheena Easton did.  Presumably, Richie will
figure this out with more experience.

Obviously, Hyde did not find Connor MacLeod way back when because both are
still alive, but if he did find Connor, that's one confrontation I *would*
pay to see;)

The end was rather morbid.  I mean they were drinking a bottle and laughing
about *CHOPPING PEOPLE"S HEADS OFF* I don't know if it was intentional but
it certainly underscored the difference between immortals and other
people;)

And, finally, *again* with the swords!!! Duncan just suddenly has his under
the bridge.  I think the immortals are a race of mutant snails;)

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 15:35:42 GMT
From: mac7@po.cwru.edu (Michael A. Chary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: Prodigal Son  ( more  *SPOILERS* )

The lady inspector was also rather attractive (to put it mildly).  I expect
to see her again on the show.;)

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 06:52:48 GMT
From: mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (M'Woody)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: Prodigal Son    *SPOILERS*   (long)

Michael A. Chary (mac7@po.CWRU.Edu) wrote:
>I liked this episode very much but I had a couple problems with it.  Why
>didn't Richie just let the cops shoot him?  They think he's dead, he walks
>free.  That's what Hyde and Sheena Easton did.  Presumably, Richie will
>figure this out with more experience.

Hyde definitely and Sheena Easton seemingly wasn't a "good" immortal.
That's the difference. Good immortals don't use deception to avoid crimes
they didn't commit. Unless it's absolutely necessary, I guess.

I was disappointed with the swordfight in this episode. I guess after
waiting to see it on WGN, I wanted something great. But since "Epitaph for
Tommy" was the last episode I had seen (just saw it from a tape), not many
fight scenes will stand up to that episode's.

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 06:56:51 GMT
From: mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (M'Woody)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: Prodigal Son  ( more  *SPOILERS* )

Michael A. Chary (mac7@po.CWRU.Edu) wrote:
>The lady inspector was also rather attractive (to put it mildly).

In some scenes she did, others not.

>I expect to see her again ojn the show.;)

Maybe. If so, Duncan will surely bed her, as he does with all the
supporting women, so it seems.

Anyway my favorite line from this episode was when Richie said, "They don't
still use the guillotine in France, do they?"  "No," Duncan said,
laughing.

It took me a second to figure out why they were laughing. but I had a solid
laugh (perhaps a guffaw) after that second.

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 22:12:04 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: Prodigal Son  ( more  *SPOILERS* )

(mwoody@herbie.unl.edu) wrote:
>Anyway my favorite line from this episode was when Richie said, "They
>don't still use the guillotine in France, do they?"  "No," Duncan said,
>laughing.
>
>It took me a second to figure out why they were laughing. but I had a
>solid laugh (perhaps a guffaw) after that second.

<Sigh> This is one of my biggest complaints about Highlander, and that is,
in many places, it's so hard to hear the flippin' dialog!  I watched
"Prodigal Son" on 3 different stations, and *never* heard that line
(although I know exactly where it was, when Richie said something I could
never quite make out).

Of course, every word in the commercials comes through loud and clear.

Highlander is filmed very dark and grainy, too.  I love the show, but I
wish the people producing it would make sure we can *see* and *hear*
everything!

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 15:02:14 GMT
From: skye@netcom.com (Alexandra Knepper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL: Counterfeit

Possibly a stupid question, but I don't normally watch the show.

What IS it with the tattoos?

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 19:41:08 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: Counterfeit

Alexandra Knepper (skye@netcom.com) wrote:
>Possibly a stupid question, but I don't normally watch the show.
>
>What IS it with the tattoos?

The tattoos (on the wrist) identify members of a secret mortal organization
called the Watchers.  Watchers have been observing immortals for many
centuries.

Recently, renegade Watchers have been killing immortals.  The most
notorious and evil of these renegades is James Horton, the slight blond guy
with no sense of humor.

In the season finale last year, Horton killed Duncan's good friend Darius,
and now he is obsessed with destroying Duncan.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 02:12:57 GMT
From: velia@netcom.com (Velia Tanner and Friends)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: Counterfeit

bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier) writes:
>Recently, renegade Watchers have been killing immortals.  The most
>notorious and evil of these renegades is James Horton, the slight blond
>guy with no sense of humor.

An amusing and accurate description!

I was surprised and pleased to find that Peter Hudson, who plays the part,
is in fact charming and amusing...  And *cute*.  He does a real good job
hiding all those traits when he's in character, though...

But he has real nice eyes, if you look past the moustache-twirling Horton
persona.

Just IMHO.

Velia
velia@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 12:25:01 GMT
From: MILLER_BR@mercer.peachnet.edu (Betsy Miller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest finale

After the discussion of Lucas playing Bridger like a drum, it was nice to
see the reverse when the volleyball game was getting started...  As always,
the relationship between these 2 is done very well indeed, and we finally
got to see them dealing with Lucas' *real* father, too!

The "resolution" of Bridger's relationship with Westphalen had me ROTFL...
both times... maybe Someone's trying to tell them Something...

At last we got to see someone's cabin besides Bridger's, and ghod knows
that Ford's character has needed *some* kind of background established for
*quite a while now* (like all season - he struck me as a marionette until
the last 2-3 episodes...)

I'd heard that the entire sub was going to bite the dust, but it was still
fun to watch; and the high point - the survivors gathering on the beach,
was well done, especially waiting to see who'd make it.

I bet that Playmates and Monogram are pissed, though, since they're
redesigning the sub after both companies have just cut molds to sell toys
and models of...

Now we get to spend all summer debating who'll be back [other than Bridger
and Lucas - I think their futures were settled in the finale, but no one
else's... but then, we *knew* they wouldn't kill off Roy Scheider, didn't
we?  ;-) ]

Betsy Miller
Mercer University Main Library
miller_br@mercer.peachnet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 13:35:21 GMT
From: morgan@esvx11.es.dupont.com (Edward A. Morgan x2509)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest 5/15/94 Beginning

Season finale SPOILERS

(Jeffrey S. Jo) writes:

>The season finale of "seaQuest" was very surprising!  I really didn't
>think they would destroy the ship when the previews said that the ship
>must be destroyed to save Earth.  Lo and behold, she was toasted!!  So a
>new "seaQuest"...wonder if it will be DSV 4601 or maybe DSV 4600-A.
>*grin*
>
>Where was Darwin in all of this...no one mentioned him, not even Lucas!!

   You mean you don't believe everthing they tell you in series previews!
:) Anyway Darwin was shown leaving the SeaQuest in an escape pod with
others from the crew.  And Lucas had a major role in the show.  Don't know
how you missed him.

   I got the feeling that the show was pieced together as THE final show.
And then changed a bit when the producers got news that the show was
renewed.  Anybody have any thoughts or insight on that.  It had a very
dark, 'final' atmosphere to it.  And surprisingly some of the better
writing and character interplay in it, especially between Bridger and
Lucas.

   For a show with such a dynamic plot line, they did seem to be hung up on
the volleyball game a little to much.  Time better spent else where I
think.  Also, and admittedly this is a nit, but I would have thought the
combined arsenal of the SeaQuest (and indeed the SeaQuest herself) would
have been a little better show than just a few fire balls on the surface.
But then I don't have any experience in underwater demolitions.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Television - SeaQuest (3 msgs) & X-Files (4 msgs) &
                         The Stand (12 msgs) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 12:31:50 GMT
From: lictor@aol.com (Lictor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST! (ARRGH) (Spoilers)  (BIG SPOILERS)

ericw@fx.com (Eric Wedaa) writes:
>> they deep-sixed the SeaQuest!!! <<

Can you believe it!?! It was almost like blowing up the Enterprise - even
though the sub really only lived in a Video-toaster program. No, in fact
SeaQuest is definitely renewed; part of all that emotional junk was because
apparently Stephanie Beacham isn't returning :( and neither is the
Hitchcock character.

They seemed to really rush the last 20 min or so; no sad goodbyes to the
SQ, and the solution to save the world seemed pretty easy; no calculations
or nothin. And now, a world 100 billion poorer with no power is just going
to cough up $$$ for a SQ 2 (I guess so).

The Video Toaster lava river early on was pretty cheesy, but the SQ scenes
near the end were pretty cool IMHO. Loved the beach volleyball sequence
with gratuitous SeaQuest crew beefcake shots though...  ;)

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 16:45:27 GMT
From: mcmahan@canton.cs.unca.edu (Scott McMahan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST! (ARRGH) (Spoilers)  (BIG SPOILERS)

I don't get it...

The first half of the finale was tearfully boring. Really boring
volleyball, people wandering around, random dialogue, Lucas pouting, and so
on. They were moping about the tour being over, then seaQuest was back in
action! Why had everyone already left the ship if the tour was not yet
over?

The second half was so confusing - they left out half of the plot! Why did
they abandon seaQuest? One minute they were sending out Wiskers and the
next they were abandoning ship! It was like an entire segment between
commercial breaks was omitted. They never explained why anything at the end
was happening.

They really blew it with this episode!

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 16:46:10 GMT
From: mcmahan@canton.cs.unca.edu (Scott McMahan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST! (ARRGH) (Spoilers)  (BIG SPOILERS)

Hitchcock is NOT COMING BACK? When was this announced? I've never heard
that before, just the doctor.

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 17:27:37 GMT
From: nelson@desktop.nsc.com (Taed Nelson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: X-Filed:  Deep Throat gets blown away

SPOILER!!!
> The season finale of the X Files terminated the employment of one upper
> level manager and downsized two agents to other duties.

I'm not positive about this, but:

When Deep Throat was shot, he was apparently wearing a bullet-proof vest -
an intelligent thing to do based on the trust he has in his co-workers.
BUT they have about the same level of trust in him, and had apparently used
teflon (or somesuch) bullets and shot at very short range but, not in the
head for some reason.

This is based on the scene when Scully runs over to him and rips open his
shirt.  It's hard to see, but I think you can see a vest and the holes in
it.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 19:28:04 GMT
From: helenb@vss.fsi.com (Bruce Helenb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SPOILER Season's over:  Elvis has left the building

SPOILER FOLLOWS

Deep Throat may not be dead.  As some observant poster saw the standard
issue bullet proof vest beneath the shirt ala Mel Gibson, Lethal Weapon 2,
when Scully rips his shirt open.  However, the series will change to the
ex-agent on the outside getting some feeds from the agent still on the
inside as they try to gather evidence to expose the conspiracy of all time.
Ask someone old enough to have seen Star Trek on its original run to find
out about the ironic (ratings gimic) of Robert Lansing being a
semi-regular. 

The fact that my own government works against us just BLOWS ME AWAY.

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 02:42:51 GMT
From: debbrown@news.delphi.com (DEBBROWN@DELPHI.COM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What's up with XFiles?

SPOILERS

Word from the production company has it that the producers haven't decided
if Deep Throat died on that street in the finale so they filmed it so they
can go either way.

I hope not.  I love that character.

Debbie Brown
debbrown@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 13:17:40 GMT
From: pvitari@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Paula J. Vitaris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: question on X-Files

X-Files was renewed LAST January.  They have ordered 22 new episodes, with
an option for 3 more (which would make a total of 25, if they pick up the
option).

Paula

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 03:16:45 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Stand -- It's Over and it was Good!

I'm not sure what I was expecting from this miniseries, but I was pretty
damn impressed.  Unlike many teleplays, this one was actually faithful to
the book.  (I guess they couldn't help it, since King was directly
involved.)

I had a few quibbles with the actual production, but they were mostly
pretty minor (i.e., the appendicitis scene seemed to come out of nowhere;
they could have lead up to it a little better).  Some of my more serious
complaints have to do with the story itself.

For instance: If Campion ran just when the alarms went off, how in hell
could he have caught the virus?  No virus can move that fast.

Also, the fact that the characters kept finding bodies in places like
restaurants bothered me.  If people were on the verge of death, why would
they have gone out to eat? I can accept them going to church or trying to
flee cities in cars, but not sitting and having a leisurely meal in a local
diner.

But, those points aside, this miniseries kept me coming back to the TV
every night that it was on.  This is more than I can say for most of the
crap on TV.

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 09:11:11 GMT
From: lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Stand: comment/question (with spoilers)

If I talk about details of something that has already aired, is that a
spoiler?  Well, if it is, you've been warned, so skip to the next article
if you haven't seen the show.

Overall, I'd say I enjoyed this massive waste of time.  I may have been
frustrated or confused or perversely amused, but I wasn't bored, at least
not often.  I found the bogus God stuff and the bogus patriotism to be
fairly annoying, but I found some of the action to be genuinely
interesting.

One of the most enjoyable parts of the thing, for me, was the interaction
between Harold and Nadine *after* she seduces him.  I don't know if this
was King's idea or the way they played it, but they clearly don't like each
other, and they do a good job of looking trapped and damned (at least until
he says "we're damned") and stuck with each other and their fate.  There is
something about their deviant desperation that makes them much more
resonant as characters than they are elsewhere.  Did anybody else like this
part?

Flagg's subsequent treatment of Nadine, and indeed almost all of the last
1.5 hours, seem arbitrary and bizarre (although nothing was as bizarre as
(a) the hand of God and (b) the last appearance of Mother Abigail.  Oops.
Other things keep popping to mind, like the pills that cure Stu's flu, that
don't get mentioned with regard to Stu's baby.).

One other question: why in Hell (sorry) is Flagg a Puritan devil?  Why no
sex, drugs, or rock'n'roll?  Why go to Sin City and then ban the sins of
the flesh?  It makes no sense.  Why didn't he hole up in a military base
instead?

Michael Lichter
UCLA Department of Sociology
lichter@nicco.sscnet.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 15:16:26 GMT
From: wdieteri@rainbow.sosi.com (William Dieterich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand: Where are the Canadians?

Max Behara <behara@mcmail.cis.mcmaster.ca> wrote:
>Didn't any Canadians or Mexican survive the plague? I say this because I
>assume that they would also have been drawn to Mother Abigail in Colorado.
>But in the 3rd episode they all sing the American anthem!
>
>Oversight? King didn't care? Is this the way it is in the book too?

I would assume based on the ending of the extended book that there are
other groups of people, not all people being called to Flagg or Mother
Abigail.

Even if you assume the 99% of the population dying, that was said in part
4, it would still be too big of a population from Boulder and Las Vegas to
feed, cloth, etc. since those places don't currently have the environment
and resources to handle many people, without outside supplies.  Sooner or
later the stores are going to run out of pre-made clothing, stuff is going
to break that they don't have the tools to manufacture and so one.

William Dieterich
wdieteri@rainbow.sosi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 17:21:03 GMT
From: Dave_Wetzel@vos.stratus.com (David Wetzel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand: comment/question (with spoilers)

lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter) wrote:
> Flagg's subsequent treatment of Nadine, and indeed almost all of the last
> 1.5 hours, seem arbitrary and bizarre (although nothing was as bizarre as
> (a) the hand of God and (b) the last appearance of Mother Abigail.

The hand of God didn't bother me nearly as much as Abigail's last word
(especially because it was really pointless).

> Oops.  Other things keep popping to mind, like the pills that cure Stu's
> flu, that don't get mentioned with regard to Stu's baby.).

My understanding was that it was a regular, old-fashioned flu that Stu had
in the end, not the Tripps.  That's what made it so ironic; he survived the
one that killed 99.9% of the population but would die of the kind that in
the pre-tripps day would have been an annoyance at worst.

> One other question: why in Hell (sorry) is Flagg a Puritan devil?  Why no
> sex, drugs, or rock'n'roll?  Why go to Sin City and then ban the sins of
> the flesh?  It makes no sense.  Why didn't he hole up in a military base
> instead?

Well, my guess is that tyranny is King's concept of evil.  Flagg corrupted
people by making them willingly subservant to him.

It's actually an interesting topic.  One interpretation of the new
testament is that it replaces the 10 commandments (the traditional "sins of
the flesh") with one commandment: Love all others as you would be loved
(the Golden rule).  With this interpretation, though there wasn't much
sinning of the flesh, there was a whole lot of sinning in Flagg's Vegas.

It also provides a subtle means for the corruption of good people.  Take
for an example the police chief who thought that good was being done
because they had prevented drug abuse and prostitution.

Dave_Wetzel@vos.stratus.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 17:53:56 GMT
From: ez029561@hamlet.ucdavis.edu (Mendrugo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand -- It's Over and it was Good!

Rebecca Drayer (drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu) wrote:
>If Campion ran just when the alarms went off, how in hell could he have
>caught the virus?  No virus can move that fast.

  It's possible that the virus had escaped long enough before the alarms
went off to get to Campion.  After all, the gate malfunctioned too.  Also,
Campion went and got his family after the alarm went off, and that may have
delayed them the requisite time required for infection.

>Also, the fact that the characters kept finding bodies in places like
>restaurants bothered me.  If people were on the verge of death, why would
>they have gone out to eat? I can accept them going to church or trying to
>flee cities in cars, but not sitting and having a leisurely meal in a
>local diner.

  One of the government men in episode 1 made the point that it seemed
exactly like a regular flu until the last few minutes, when the convulsions
started.  Since the military was doing everything it could to keep the
public in the dark, the people probably didn't know they were on the verge
of death when they went out to eat.  They just felt like they had a case of
the flu.

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 18:26:35 GMT
From: sparky@strikebase.feast_of_vultures.com (Sparky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND: I smell a TV series

I was a little disappointed that they didn't show the end scene from the
book where Flagg wakes up after Vegas evaporates on some island somewhere,
no worse for the wear. This scene may have only been in the expanded
version, perhaps.

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 18:37:38 GMT
From: sparky@strikebase.feast_of_vultures.com (Sparky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: STANDing in Vegas (comments and errors)

My only question about Flagg's little group in Vegas is this:
Was the Horseshoe still dealing single deck blackjack?

BTW, I'm sure the Binion family appreciated their giant horseshoes being
used for crucifixion/dismemberments on national television.

Noticed error:
When Nadine says "We are in Hell", this is a clear reference to the Strip,
but all exterior shots are downtown on Fremont St.

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 19:28:28 GMT
From: simko@acs2.bu.edu (Peter Simko)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand: comment/question (with spoilers)

lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter) writes:

> (although nothing was as bizarre as (a) the hand of God and (b) the last
> appearance of Mother Abigail.  Oops.  Other things keep popping to mind,
> like the pills that cure Stu's flu, that don't get mentioned with regard
> to Stu's baby.).

   (a)  Yeah, it was bizarre, but that's how the book ended too.
   (b) It wasn't Stu's baby (remember?) and Stu didn't _really_
have the flu, he had an infection that set in from his broken leg.

> One other question: why in Hell (sorry) is Flagg a Puritan devil?  Why no
> sex, drugs, or rock'n'roll?  Why go to Sin City and then ban the sins of
> the flesh?  It makes no sense.  Why didn't he hole up in a military base
> instead?

   Why gather together all those people and then just let them waste time
partying?  Flagg had work to do and needed people to do that work for him.
He had no tolerance for slackers.
   When evil seeks to corrupt good, it uses every tool at its disposal.
When evil has already taken control, it bans the very things it used to
weaken the previous society and begins building its own empire from there.

Pete S

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 01:13:24 GMT
From: agrosswi@emerald.tufts.edu (Adam M. Grosswirth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND: I smell a TV series

>I was a little disappointed that they didn't show the end scene from the
>book where Flagg wakes up after Vegas evaporates on some island somewhere,
>no worse for the wear. This scene may have only been in the expanded
>version, perhaps.

Yes, that scene is only in the expanded version.  If you want to know what
happens, it dawned on me the other day (and I actually may have posted this
at the time, I can't remember - please forgive any redundancy) that Flagg's
appearance in King's DARK TOWER series implies that this world, one which
has "moved on" is the post-flu Earth in a few hundred years.  It's a
fascinating culture (and 3 really good books - not typical King for those
of you who don't usually read him)

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 03:57:07 GMT
From: jns2641@ritvax.isc.rit.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand -- It's Over and it was Good!

The mini-series was great, most of the characterization was great except
for Nick (Rob Lowe) An*** (sp?)

He did not portray a deaf person very well.  I mean he seems to understand
what other people were saying when Nick is not even reading the others'
lips.  He did not sign.  Just using hand gestures.  Not a typical deaf
behavior.

How do I know that?  I am deaf myself.  So I would know how to "behave" as
a deaf person.

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 06:37:07 GMT
From: jmanghan@sdcc13.ucsd.edu (I am G!)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand: comment/question (with spoilers)

> One other question: why in Hell (sorry) is Flagg a Puritan devil?  Why
> no sex, drugs, or rock'n'roll?  Why go to Sin City and then ban the sins
> of the flesh?  It makes no sense.  Why didn't he hole up in a military
> base instead?

I believe that in the book, Flagg doesn't want his society stoned and
addicted to a bunch of junk, because that would reduce the effectiveness of
the people who were working there.  Remember, Flagg's whole purpose
throughout the story was to destroy the other side by regaining the
technology of the dead world.  Half the people in Las Vegas being stoned
would only help Mother Abigail's side.

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 11:36:51 GMT
From: hummel@athena.mit.edu (Franklin Hummel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand: Where are the Canadians?

wdieteri@rainbow.sosi.com (William Dieterich) writes:
>I would assume based on the ending of the extended book that there are
>other groups of people, not all people being called to Flagg or Mother
>Abigail.

   It would have been nice if this had been mentioned in the series.  It
made it seem that only US citizens were God's Chosen.
  
   What I found more disturbing was the Christian-only content.  Where were
the Jews, the Muslims, the Buddists, etc.?  There were some black folks
shown, some as major characters at least!, but I think I saw only one asian
face in the entire production.  When there was the mass meeting in Boulder,
I looked and it was almost a sea of white.
  
   I liked THE STAND and from reading King's books he seems very open and
unprejudiced (there were gay characters in THE STAND on both the "good" and
"evil" sides), but I found this production to be bordering on a KKK-fantasy
at times, though I do not think this was intended.
    
Frank Hummel
hummel@mit.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 15 May 94 03:38:04 GMT
From: lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand: comment/question (with spoilers)

Eric Bales  <atreis@delphi.com> wrote:
>I'm sorry, but this REALLY bothers me...  It's fairly obvious that
>whatever genetic trait enabled a few people to survive is a recessive
>trait.  That means that if the baby's father died of the flu, then the
>chances of the baby not dying of the flu are VERY VERY slim.  The flu was
>not a killed-some, got-some-sick, left-others-alone sort of thing.  You
>either got it (and died) or you didn't.  No inbetween genetic state.  The
>baby living just doesn't work for me.

There is a lot that King (or at least the TV show) leaves up to the
imagination (not necessarily on purpose).

One assumption I have is that the virus mutates relatively quickly.  There
is no other way to explain the difference in longevity between the first
flu victims - the biowar lab people who die in minutes, the second batch of
flu victims - the guard and his family who die in hours, and everybody else
- - who die days after the onset of symptoms.

Mutation makes it possible that Stu *did* have the same flu, and that the
baby was able to both catch it and survive it.

Someone said that Nick told Tom that Stu had pneumonia.  I don't recall
that.  Someone else speculated that Stu's illness was an infection
resulting from his injury, I'm no doctor but I don't see much of a
connection between the leg and the repiratory tract.  I *would* expect a
compound fracture to become infected without proper treatment, and it's
possible that this infection weakened Stu's immune system enough to make
him vulnerable to the flu.

>Another thing that bothered me was the whole god/devil bit.  God, and the
>whole society that god set up, was entirely irrelevant and unnecessary!
>Flagg's society was already falling apart, and he was already doomed.  God
>destroyed him by setting off the bomb, which one of his own people had
>brought to him.  The gathering of all those other people (the good guys)
>was entirely unnecessary and irrelevant!

I didn't see the Purpose of God's City in Boulder as being primarily a base
of operations against Flagg.  Otherwise, why not set up shop in Barstow?
Or in an already-Godly city: Salt Lake City?  The purpose was for all the
good People Like Us (English speaking American white people, with a couple
of notable exceptions) to get together, give each other moral support, and
to build this City of God, this City on a Hill (how about that?)

What wound up being irrelevant were the spies and the men who went off to
challenge Flagg, unarmed and on foot.  If the Trashman hadn't shown up, the
crucifixions of the two remaining good men may have turned the heads of the
Bad People, many of who were already having second thoughts.  God's hand
(assuming that the right hand knew what the left hand was doing), by wiping
all of them out, showed contempt for the deeds of the Two Good Men and no
mercy for the majority of Vegasites who didn't really want to be bad.

Regarding the "banality of evil" argument - that the ultimate evil is just
regular people following orders, it certainly *does* seem that King regards
tyranny as the ultimate earthly expression of evil, rather than the sins of
the flesh.  *But*, why then does Flagg hole up in Vegas and not in, say,
Washington, D.C., or just *anywhere* else that doesn't personify (citify?)
Temptation?

Also, why in 8 hours couldn't there have been some discussion about what a
more harmonious relationship among humans and between humans and their
environment could be?  Some of the characters made noises about this (e.g.
as they prepared to turn on the power plant), but it was never pursued.
Could it be that the God/Devil thing allowed King to bypass any serious
discussion of the actual issues at hand?

One final thing: what do all you nerds out there think about Harold the
Evil Nerd?  King apparently thinks that sexual frustration due to pimples
and social retardation leads directly into the Valley of the Shadow of
Dynamite.  I'm not sure if this is more or less flattering than the
"Revenge of the Nerds" version of reality.

Michael Lichter
UCLA Department of Sociology
lichter@nicco.sscnet.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 02:49:01 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand: comment/question (with spoilers)

lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter) writes:
>There is a lot that King (or at least the TV show) leaves up to the
>imagination (not necessarily on purpose).
>
>One assumption I have is that the virus mutates relatively quickly.  There
>is no other way to explain the difference in longevity between the first
>flu victims - the biowar lab people who die in minutes, the second batch
>of flu victims - the guard and his family who die in hours, and everybody
>else - who die days after the onset of symptoms.
>
>Mutation makes it possible that Stu *did* have the same flu, and that the
>baby was able to both catch it and survive it.

For this, and many other reasons, I found that reading the book was almost
a necessity for watching the miniseries.  The book describes the flu as a
"shifting antigen" flu.  What this means is that whenever the body created
a defense against the virus, it would "shift" so that the defense would be
useless.  Eventually, the body's systems would wear out and the person with
the virus would die.  (In the book, Trashy finds a lab with a
shifting-antigen cholera virus, but decides against raiding it because it
wouldn't be fiery enough.)

Anyway, as regards the baby, in the book the doctor says that although the
shifting-antigen virus is, er, shifting, the baby is "shifting right back
at it."  That's why it could survive.

I'm not an expert on virology (and I don't even play one on TV, although I
will be going to med school next year :-)), but this seems like really bad
science.  I think I read somewhere that most viruses undergo antigenic
shifts from time to time, but nothing on the scale of Captain Tripps can
possibly be produced.

Whatever.  I still enjoyed the miniseries.

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 04:51:08 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Stand:  thoughts after viewing

I watched the first part on Wednesday, and watched the rest of it
yesterday.  Here are my thoughts:

First of all, the casting: some of the casting was wonderful.  Randall
Flagg was pretty good, and Tom Cullen was rather good.  Nick Andros was
great - until he started talking :).

But Ray Walston as what's-his-name was marvelous.  I am a bit biased, as
I've been a "Picket Fences" fan from the beginning, but the man keeps
getting better and better.  (He was in a small role in a ST:TNG episode a
year or two ago, for example, and he was pretty good there, too.)

Stu, I liked.  He seemed smaller and less as I'd pictured him, but he was
okay.

Ruby Dee as Mother Abigail did not thrill me at all.  She just didn't fit
what I'd had in mind.  Larry wasn't, either, but he was closer.

What's-her-name as Nadine was pretty good, although her hair should have
been *white*, not gray.  And Molly Ringwald did not work too well, either,
although I think she acted better than I'd been lead to believe she had.

Corin Nemec (formerly Parker Lewis) I did not think was a good casting
decision, but he played the part *very* well!  I was very impressed with
him.

Matt Frewer as Trashcan Man was great.  The only two actors (that I know
of) that I'd've pictured in the role were him, or Dwight Schultz (Murdoc on
"The A-Team" and Barclay on ST:TNG).

Oh, yeah.  Let's not forget Stephen King, cast as an almost-nobody.  I
liked him :).

One of the factors I think of when thinking about the casting is: what will
I picture the next time I read the book?  Well, Ray Walston as
what's-his-name.  And Dobber as Tom Cullen.  And Rob Lowe as Nick Andros.
Etc..  Those ones I mentioned were very well cast, and I will have their
faces in my mind when I read it.

Next, the storyline.  Well, all in all, it seemed faithful enough to the
story, given the limitations that had to be there.  The only real problems
I had with that were towards the end, and I'll discuss them below.

Commercials: I watched it on tape, so they didn't bother me as much.  But
it seemed to me that parts one and two had few commercial breaks, although
longer.  That was fine by me, since I was just zipping through them.

Okay, I think that's about all I can discuss without SPOILERS, so don't
read past here if you want to ignore them!

Okay, the parts I didn't like: the bit with the Hand of God was *bad*.  It
completely demeaned everything the three had gone through.  Instead of
having evil destroyed through its own actions, a deity intervened, never
mind what the mortals had wrought.  I'm rereading the (revised) book now,
but I really don't think that's how the book ended.

The bit with Mother Abigail appearing there was also bad.  I also didn't
enjoy seeing her appear at the nursery.

Someone mentioned genetics in another posting, and I pointed out that God
was throwing around lots of miracles there.  I'd also like to point out now
that genetics isn't as simple as the poster thought, and neither is
immunity to a disease.

I was surprised at how much of the relationship between Nadine and Harold
was there.  (Admittedly, only two scenes, but still... :)) I wonder if
there is going to be more in the probable European and/or video
releases...?

I also liked the fact that they showed Kojack bringing the injured Stu some
firewood.  They didn't show it, but I thought it was pretty clear that he
had brought Stu the rabbit, too.  This is not really normal behaviour for a
dog :).

All in all, I liked it.  Oh, I won't save the tapes and watch it again, but
I did enjoy it, and the time did go by faster than I thought it would while
I was watching it.

So I guess King has learned, somewhat, how to write a screenplay now, huh?
:)

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 23:21:11 GMT
From: mcc@nsscmail.southplainfieldnj.ncr.com (Mike Czaplinski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand: comment/question (with spoilers)

>One other question: why in Hell (sorry) is Flagg a Puritan devil?  Why no
>sex, drugs, or rock'n'roll?  Why go to Sin City and then ban the sins of
>the flesh?  It makes no sense.  Why didn't he hole up in a military base
>instead?

I was actually struck by that as well, but I think the answer lies in the
fact that Flagg was out for conquest pure and simple, and that he needed an
army that thought only about HIM and nothing else.  Having studied a lot of
WWII history, there was a similar moral puritanism in Nazi Germany.

Anyway, it's also a basic statement of freewill vs. group thinking.  We may
think of people who are drug addicts or over-sexed as 'evil' because they
over-indulge, but they are also exercising their free will in doing so (NO
FLAMES PLEASE.  RHETORICAL ARGUMENT).  It's probably King's way of twisting
around the old notion that hedonists/alcholics/drug addicts are somehow
morally weak and taking it to its ultimate conclusion.

Or, to put it another way, Flagg needed PEOPLE who were on top of their
game and who owed allegiance to him and him alone.  If someone had another
'hobby' or an addiction, that made their devotion to Flagg secondary.

SO, basically I see it as a statement that 'blind devotion to a cause above
all else is evil', to sum it all up in Freshman Comp style.

Mike Czaplinski
mcc@nsscmail.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 23:31:47 GMT
From: ah329@freenet.buffalo.edu (Barbara E. Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand: Where are the Canadians?

>It would have been nice if this had been mentioned in the series.  It made
>it seem that only US citizens were God's Chosen.

Well, Mother Abigail DID make the explicit connection to the election of
the Israelites.  Also, Stephen King has an incredible handle on the folk
religion of America, and I'd have to say, there is a big strain of American
thought that believes we are Chosen... it manifests itself all the time,
but most prominently in the American belief that we have to be a light unto
the nations or something every time we see an injustice.  I'm not saying
whether it's true or not, but it is a big part of the American psyche, and
The Stand was aimed squarely at it.

>	What I found more disturbing was the Christian-only content.  Where
>were the Jews, the Muslims, the Buddists, etc.?  There were some black
>folks shown, some as major characters at least!, but I think I saw only
>one asian face in the entire production.  When there was the mass meeting
>in Boulder, I looked and it was almost a sea of white.

Oh, please.  Don't get PC.  Stephen King was playing a Jew, Teddy Weizcak,
BTW.  As to the religion - let's face it.  Stephen King is a Christian.
He refers to The Stand as a tale of dark Christianity.  But he does make a
point of saying others survived by at least including mention of Teddy's
religion in the book.  There is no reason for him to be prohibited from
writing explicitly Christian books, any more than there should be a
prohibition against Chaim Potok writing explicitly Jewish books.  On the
race question... who knows?  Maybe that's who showed up when they called
for extras.  They were in Salt Lake City.  I have an Asian friend who lives
there and refers to herself as "THE Salt Lake Asian."  Probably not true
precisely, but the demographic pickings are pretty slim there.  Sometimes,
you just have to recognize practical concerns.

>I liked THE STAND and from reading King's books he seems very open and
>unprejudiced (there were gay characters in THE STAND on both the "good"
>and "evil" sides), but I found this production to be bordering on a
>KKK-fantasy at times, though I do not think this was intended.

I think you're a little uptight on this.  The KKK would never allow a rock
star in with the good guys, not to mention following Mother Abigail into
the Promised Land...

>The Stand is the first Stephen King novel I have actually liked its
>miniseries enough to want to read the book.  The movie did hint that there
>were other pockets of civilization, when that one guy tells Lloyd that
>there were some guys in Rio that they were going to join.  In the book I
>think it is fairly clear that there were survivors worldwide.

Read some of the other books; they are better than the miniseries.

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 06:29:34 GMT
From: dw901@cleveland.freenet.edu (Michael J. Novak Jr.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Stand:  Direct Evidence?

I believe that all who saw the direct evidence of a divine being were
promptly vaporized, so how exactly were the people supposed to know what
happened on their bahalf (any answers Terri B.?)

Please keep in mind that I have NOT read the book (yet!).

Michael J. Novak Jr.

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 06:56:18 GMT
From: nb550c23@mars.senecac.on.ca (STEPHEN DESMOND)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: The Stand

What do you think of the guy who played R.Flagg, as tv villains go he was
one of the best I have seen recently.

Stephen

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 14:37:42 GMT
From: drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Stand:  thoughts after viewing

eric_castle@taligent.com (Eric Castle) writes:
>sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan) wrote:
>> Okay, the parts I didn't like: the bit with the Hand of God was *bad*.
>> It completely demeaned everything the three had gone through.  Instead
>> of having evil destroyed through its own actions, a deity intervened,
>> never mind what the mortals had wrought.  I'm rereading the (revised)
>> book now, but I really don't think that's how the book ended.
>
>Sorry, that IS how the book ended also.

Not exactly.  In the book, Flagg released some sort of energy ball that he
forgot about.  It flitted around a bit, then managed to hit the bomb and
explode it.  If it hadn't been for Our Heroes' presence in Vegas, no one
would have protested, Flagg wouldn't have released the energy, and
everything would have been fine there.  Therefore, in the book version, the
sacrifice was actually necessary, unlike in the movie version.

"Hand of God", indeed.

Rebecca A. Drayer
Silliman College
Yale University
drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 18:17:50 GMT
From: shilberg@superdec.uni.uiuc.edu (Necromancer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: THE STAND - direct evidence?

dw901@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Michael J. Novak Jr.) writes:
>What I was trying to say, was that the people who actually saw "the hand
>of God" were vaporized within a few seconds.  This is true.  What Stu and
>Tom saw was the mushroom cloud.  Even if Stu was told my Mother Abigail
>what it was, all he saw was the mushroom cloud.

In the book, Tom says that he saw the Hand of God descending from the sky
toward Las Vegas.  [Just finished the book two days ago and I was very
impressed.]

Steve Hilberg
shilberg@superdec.uni.uiuc.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 12 May 94 05:43:37 GMT
From: gblake@mis.nu.edu (Gregory Blake)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: By any means necessary <spoiler warning>

SPOILERS

Well, I'd been waiting for this episode for a while.  Mostly because this
is the one that in _Cinefantastique_ had been called the episode that Trek
would never do and I wasn't quite sure in what way they ment it.

I must say I was quite pleasantly surprised.  More and more we see that
Sinclair always seems to have some card that he pulls out of his sleeve.
Note, this is kind of different then the Star Trek pulling things together
in the last 5 min (at least in my eyes...).  He went back and looked at the
actual legal documents saying what the Rush act entailed and figured out a
loophole.

The more I think about this episode I really liked it... It was a little
bit more of a thinking episode (as opposed to an action one), but it worked
for me.

The other thing this episode did for me was to really drive home some of
the big differences between this and the trek shows.  This is the episode I
want to show anyone who tells me that this is just a trek ripoff.  (I've
been really trying to avoid making any comments about the differences about
the shows... but I'm going to give in here for a sec.) In the trek shows,
everything is automated, how often do you see a ship need to refuel -
almost never; how often do you need teams on a docking bay... if there ever
are any you have never seen or heard of them, ships just seem to dock and
are move automaticly into place.  B5 on the other hand has a much more real
feel, we actually got to see the people behind the scenes in this episode.
But it goes even bigger then that for trek, as I think someone said
earlier... the Trek universe is somewhat perfect, especially for the
Federation. People in the Federation just don't have many problems like
this (or at least you haven't heard of them) They live in a world where
people live in harmony, they have problems, but they aren't major problems.
When was the last time you saw someone connected with the Federation who
had a gambling problem, or a drinking problem?  (I should add in the usual,
YES, I am a Trek fan... but I don't think it's the neatest thing since
sliced bread).

Anyways, back to the episode... I really like the B plotline too. It was
somewhat comic relief, but it was nice comic relief.  I was also happy to
see that Londo didn't just forget Ragash 3 and that he'd been waiting for a
chance to get back at G'Kar.

Gregory Blake
snooze@mis.nu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 06:23:48 GMT
From: toddh@garnet.berkeley.edu (Todd Horowitz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Workers of the Worlds, Unite!

SPOILERS for "By Any Means Necessary":

   Now THAT was a fun episode. Almost as good as ATSFOS. For once, I
couldn't find anything to complain about! Usually I find the subplots more
interesting than the main plot, but even though the Londo/G'kar conflict
was thoroughly delightful, I was engrossed by the central plot.
   We're certainly getting the underside of life on B5 in this episode!
I'm not one to join the B5 Trek-bashing brigade, but that would NEVER
happen on Star Trek! Although I wrote a spoof of TOS once where the
red-shirts go on strike, but enough about that...
   The dialogue, for once, didn't jump out as being bad. Nobody was
particularly eloquent, but everyone was believable. The strike meeting was
a little too self-organized: everybody would quiet down as people shouted
out their opinions in turn. I've been at labor meetings, and it doesn't
work like that. That's a minor quibble, though. The evil Senate Labor
committee strikebreaker was pretty good. I got the impression early on that
the Rush act would empower him rather than Sinclair, but it wasn't very
clear. Earth government is living up to the bad reputation it earned in
previous episodes. I wish the Centauri would conquer us... Maybe Sinclair
could lead a revolution.
   Wasn't the strikebreaker in the TNG episode "The Masterpiece Society?"
Seem to be a lot of guest stars doing the SF circuit lately...
   Well, I did have ONE complaint. Near the end, Sinclair threatens to
confiscate Londo's G'Quan eth plant under some controlled substances
statute.  Shouldn't Londo have diplomatic immunity?
   The B plot was wonderful. Londo (my favorite character) was in top form.
It was also a pleasure to finally see some Narn rituals, and to learn of
religious differences within Narn society.
   Oh, and the docking bay disaster scene was really cool, too.

Todd

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 06:28:57 GMT
From: kychen@cco.caltech.edu (Kay-Yut Chen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: By All Means Necessary : Comments

Just saw this on TV tonite. The writing is very good. It is seldom to see a
sci-fi show showing bureaucracy, labor relationship and strikes in a
futuristic settings. Nice continuity (Londo mentioned Ragresh 3 and his
nephew) too.

The explosion is also very well done with ship breaking up and debris
flying in all directions.

The only thing I don't like is that the senate representative is a little
bit too outwardly evil and too harsh on the workers. I expect if he is such
an accomplished negotiator, he would be a little more subtle and smooth.

Looking forward to see the next one.

Kay-Yut Chen

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 06:48:36 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "By All Means Necessary" Minor

   Exactly my point; there are differences between similar alien groups
(like the Narn) in culture, language and religion, with BAMN being a good
demonstration of the latter.  Which is why I could only shrug and say
"Wait" after people started hammering on me here about monolithic alien
religions after "Parliament."  We'd already filmed BAMN by then, so I knew
it was there.  That's one thing about this show that some have found
out...generally, what you'd like us to do, we've probably done or are about
to do (hence the many times, when I'm asked about something, that we can
just say, "Wait until X airs in 2 weeks" or somesush).
 
   Still dancing as fast as I can....
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 12:40:40 GMT
From: klb@terrazzo.lm.com (K. B.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: By Any Means...

WHAT ??!!?? A labor dispute??!!!?? You mean that every one in Starfleet is
not an equal??? I'm crushed... Whhooooppppps. Wrong show...

  Congratulations to JMS and all involved in this show! A real story about
real people and their problems placed in a future environment. Wow, REAL
science-fiction.
   You would never see this story on the ST.
   Even though this was not one of my top 5 so far I am very glad that JMS
and all had the nerve to do a show like this in the first season instead of
staying with the usual 'alien/planet with battle thrown in' of the the week
stories that would please the studio and the advertisers.
   I think Arthur C. Clarke would like this show. (And that is a
compliment).

   Great job!!!

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 13:11:15 GMT
From: wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Diane Westerfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BAMN!

One word: silly.

I kept on thinking the dock-workers were going to break into song.  Because
by the end of the episode I felt like I'd been watching a Gilbert &
Sullivan production!!  What with G'Kar's warbling (and BTW Katsulas has a
great voice, maybe he should try his hand at some G&S?  I bet he could do a
good Poo-bah) and Sinclair's wacky solutions, it was G&S In Space.

Well, I can't take B5 as seriously as I used to.  Maybe that's a good
thing.  But I get the feeling that all the cast and crew love each other
just a bit too much - it really shows.  People on the show seem to have a
hard time getting those negative emotions out in a serious way.

That dude from TNG, the govt. negotiator, was a dork.  What a stupid
accent!  Couldn't take him seriously, either.

But, I liked Sinclair in this.  Felt sorry for him.  It was fun to see the
nasty reporter back, too.

This episode was enjoyable - if you didn't take it seriously.

Diane Westerfield
wes5@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 13:27:09 GMT
From: mcginnis-john@cis.yale.edu (The Stealer of Souls)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Workers of the Worlds, Unite!

toddh@garnet.berkeley.edu (Todd Horowitz) writes:
>SPOILERS for "By Any Means Necessary":
>
>Well, I did have ONE complaint. Near the end, Sinclair threatens to
>confiscate Londo's G'Quan eth plant under some controlled substances
>statute.  Shouldn't Londo have diplomatic immunity?

In all likelihood, he did.  But he also thought that it was too late for
G'Kar to use the plant.  So he gave in, figuring he had won.  Remember,
Sinclair makes some comment about Londo giving in so easily because he
figured he had won.  So if he had wanted to fight it, he could have, but
why bother.  He had already gotten his enjoyment out of the plant...

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 14:48:52 GMT
From: phillips@stsci.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "By All Means Necessary" Minor SPOILER

> An interesting thing we learn from "By All Means Necessary": G'Kar and
> his aide apparently have different rligious beliefs.  G'Kar is a member
> of some faith which I can't remember the name of, and although that Narn
> woman appears to be some kind of agnostic, the inference is that other
> religons do exist in the Narn regime.

   I was also impressed by the fact that we saw someone (G'Kar) who is
obviously deeply religious but not only is he not a drooling zealot, he's
also rather private about it.  I can't remember the last time I saw deeply
religious characters portrayed on TV in such an intelligent, thoughtful
manner anywhere except B5.  Bravo!
   The only thing that didn't ring true was the extremely unlikely
coincidence involving the distance from B5 to the planet (well, the
mountain on the planet).  I would've been *really* impressed if they had
G'Kar and the other faithful climb into a ship and jumpgate to a spot in
space that would've been the spot.  Minor problem, however, in an otherwise
excellent show.

Jim Phillips
phillips@stsci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 15:22:46 GMT
From: ds485@cleveland.freenet.edu (Alan Randolph Holland, Jr.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Labor in Space (possible SPOILER!)

Having now seen "By All Means Necessary" I think that B5's opening
voiceover should be changed to:

   "Labor Unions . . . the final frontier.  These are
   the stories of Babylon 5.  Its mission:  to negotiate
   strange, new contracts; to seek out new negotiating
   skills and new worker rights; to boldly forge labor
   management relations that no one has forged before!"

Somehow this episode is not my idea of high (or low for that matter)
concept SF.  In fact, except for the setting, I saw no SF elements at all!
What gives?  Has this show turned into an empty SF shell?  Given
"Believers" and this show I would guess so.

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 15:45:16 GMT
From: mears@cup.hp.com (David Mears)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: By Any Means:  minor comments

First, the accident in the docking bay: I thought the SPFX of the ship
breaking up looked very computer generated.  IMHO, it's the worst of the
effects seen so far.  (Of course, there has to be a limit to what CGI can
do and still look realistic, but this seems to have gone past that point.)

Second, the reporter: Is she still around?  I thought when she showed up
earlier that she had travelled to B5 just to do a story for the
anniversary.  Is she supposed to be a recurring nuisance, er, I mean
character?

David B. Mears
Hewlett-Packard
Cupertino CA
mears@cup.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 18:33:59 GMT
From: shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com (Jim Shupe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BAMN (*spoilers*) review

I found this episode outstanding BECAUSE it dealt with things that
classical TV SF fails to recognize.  Name me one SF series set in space
that deals with dock-workers striking... bet you can't.  Anyhow here's a
kind of review of my thoughts durring my viewing.

First thing to pop to mind is that I thoroughly enjoyed seeing G'Kar and
his people's religion (sort of reminds me of some oriental belief systems,
but hey, we are working from limited experience yes).  I find, throughout
the whole series a refreshing look at religion in a realistic manner.  That
is, some non-religious, some religious, some fanatically religious, and a
person who has to help them all get along somehow.  I personally connected
with the whole Londo/G'Kar conflict as a similar thing has happened to my
own culture.

Ivanova's tone when she is ushering out the unwanted individuals in C&C was
too loud/aggressive.  Personally I thought that it would have been far more
effective if she had counted in a low, quiet, and menacing tone rather than
booming her count across the whole of C&C.  I found Garibaldi's entrance to
be well timed and entertaining, I've experienced similar things myself...
although he may have been standing out there waiting to see if his help was
needed, I've known security people who will attempt to let the people
involved handle the situation first before imposing themselves, but this
was not my impression.

Sinclair's resolution was expected but enjoyed none-the-less.  As soon as I
realized HE was the one empowered to end the strike I expected such an
ending.  I don't trust the senator he always talks to, in fact I would
imagine that he's out to give Sinclair enough rope to hang himself.

I could go on but don't want to bore everyone with my statements about each
tiny thing in the episode.  I guess I'd like to close with this: I think
the main characters are coming together nicely. We're starting to see
professional comradery among the crew and among some humans and aliens (I
expect to see Connoly [the blonde union lady] and Garibaldi together again
sometime [even if it is only in the background]).

I think B5 is doing great and I'd give the episode a solid 8 if not more.

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 18:52:27 GMT
From: sparky@strikebase.feast_of_vultures.com (Sparky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Confessions of a B5 Convert

Eric Gross egross@mailer.fsu.edu writes:
>B5 offered a new vision of the future that had not gone cone-heady,
>antiseptic and touchy-feely.  Here was a future where all the forces of
>history seemed constantly and grittily at work - intrigue, greed,
>passions, politics, war, diplomacy, treachery, loyalty, friendship.  It
>was an "earthy" place with "real people," some of whom were alien.

The most refreshing thing I find about B5 is this:

THERE IS AN ECONOMY AT WORK!

Needless to say, I am stridently pro free market.

On B5, people pay for rooms, the doctor mentions that a treatment will be
expensive, someone scouts a planet and receives a nice profit, there are
blue collar workers (the recent "By Any Means Necessary") who have
contracts and call for strikes, a security officer falls into debt, things
must be funded, and so on and so forth. Economies and money and the things
that they bring, both good and bad, have been around for millennia in one
form or another, and will still be around for the foreseeable future.

That is one of my (few) gripes with Trek. The pinnacle is in Star Trek 4
where Kirk is asked if they don't use money in the future. "We don't!" he
exclaims.

I personally feel that the only way Man has any future in space in on the
backs of the explorers looking for profits. Gold, gems, spice, silks and
slaves become mineral ores, zero-gee industries, solar power, magnetic
monopoles, Saurian brandy, quantium-40, and so on. Those seeking a new life
will follow later. Setting up a colony in Plymouth is trivial next to
setting one up in Cydonia (Mars), although it is conceivable that some well
financed group could cobble up something at L5 strictly for purposes of
freedom, but they would ultimately need to tap a natural resource, or be a
net importer forever; not an economically viable situation in space.

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 21:45:53 GMT
From: shf@netcom.com (Stuart Ferguson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: G'Kar's ceremony -- great shot!

Small spoiler for "By Any Means Necessary"

The whole episode was great - very tense, no blue notes in the dialogue.
It should have been titled "All My Loopholes."

That shot over G'Kar's head in the ceremony was the cap to the whole thing.
It took my breath away!  That simple panorama with the stars reeling by
said so much after the whole episode getting "inside" B5.  More impressive
than the Earth spinning out the window of SS-V in 2001 and more awe
inspiring than any of the streaky star panoramas in Star Trek.  Great job!

Stuart Ferguson
shf@netcom.com

------------------------------
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Date: 12 May 94 19:50:52 GMT
From: jeffski@nature.berkeley.edu (Jeff Wutzke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: By Any Means Necessary (spoilers)

SPOILERS

Well hold onto your hats, those of you who think it's all black or white,
because I, yes, I even enjoyed this one. Particularly liked Sinclair's
solution to the strike; while not 100% unexpected, particularly with
hindsight and the episode title, it was pretty much the antithesis of what
we might have seen Picard do - that is, if TNG showed class distinctions on
this scale.

That is actually one point that did bug me; as others have noted in the
past B5 at times seems a bit like NYPD Blue in Space, i.e., not much has
changed in 200 years.

And it seems pretty clear now that Earth Alliance not only built but
single-handedly funds B5. While I appreciate that this is a good
"investment", that is, cheaper than going to war with everyone, I'm still a
bit surprised the other races don't seem to (emphasis on the seem to)
provide any operations budget.

And with the references to B5 as a military installation, I don't think the
analogies with the UN still work, or at least work as well. While the USA
might be the majority funder of the UN, it is under international control
and, even with its peacekeeping forces, is definitely not a branch of the
US military. B5 now seems more like an ongoing Yalta Conference.

Finally, did you note the TNG crossover? The Senate's heavy was played by
the same man who was the leader of the group in TNG's "The Masterpiece
Society".

Jeff Wutzke
jeffski@nature.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 22:25:08 GMT
From: kdthomas@netcom.com (Kim Thomas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Confirmed - B5 Renewal

In today's LA Times (5/12), it is reported that Babylon 5 will return for a
second season, to begin in November. For those that may be concerned, the
article also said that Kung Fu:The Legend continues will also come back,
but Time Trax has been cancelled.

JMS said on Genie that he might have some good news regarding the rerun
schedule later this week. Since the article says that the new season begins
in November (not January, as previously stated), this hopefully means that
we'll see some new episodes over the summer. Congratulations to JMS and all
the others involved in B5 on the renewal, and here's to the whole five year
run.

Dave Thomas
Moving Pixels
kdthomas@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 22:34:39 GMT
From: dss2k@poe.acc.virginia.edu (David Strauss)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5: RENEWAL - OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION!

Here's the word, straight from JMS on GEnie:

SFRT II RoundTable
Category 18,  Topic 1
Message 684       Thu May 12, 1994
STRACZYNSKI [Joe]            at 17:08 EDT
 
   Ah...well, now at that the news is official (at last), I can talk about
this.

   Yes, we have been renewed.  For 22 episodes, same as this year.  And we
will be going on the air with our second season in November.  As a result,
we will be showing new episodes over the summer.  The November debut puts
on the same footing as all the other series, so it'll help get us into TV
Guide's Fall Preview, and spread the shows over the proper November/May
sweeps period without having to stretch with a lot of reruns.

   What follows is a *tentative* schedule only.  This has NOT been
finalized yet, but looks like it's going to be what we run with.

      (Reruns from June 1 - June 29)
      "Grail," July 6
      "Eyes," July 13
      "Legacies," July 20
      "A Voice in the Wilderness, Part 1," July 27
      "A Voice in the Wilderness, Part 2," August 3
      "Babylon Squared," August 10
      "The Quality of Mercy," August 17
      "Chrysalis," August 24

   We begin shooting season two on July 18, the day after my 40th birthday.

JMS

------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 23:56:22 GMT
From: tuff@ellis.uchicago.edu (Geoff Tuffli)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: By Any Means Necessary (SPOILERS)

While I definitely liked Survivors, I must admit that I liked _By Any Means
Necessary_ even more. It took a non-sanitized problem and transplanted it
to Babylon 5. It showed Garibaldi in a situation where he was, in a certain
sense, the "bad guy" - and complicated characters put in no-win situations
are one of the things I think I like so much about Babylon 5.  (Though I'd
be curious about those black suits...perhaps they have something in their
material that make those stun-rods less effective?)

More accolades for having shown diversity within an alien species. It was
also fascinating to see G'Kar as religious, as up until now he's been
played as something of the schemer (as witnessed by the beautiful, and
totally logical, scene between he and Garibaldi in _Survivors_).

Someone has commented that they thought the Senate representative was too
evil. Given that something like the Rush Act was even passed to begin with
in, apparently, the last few years, I'm not at all surprised he tended more
towards force.  His success would have been in clobbering people or
intimidating them - not in dealing with them. Sinclair definitely seemed to
recognize his name when the Senator told him about it.

Speaking of the Senator, one thing I'd like to see is for him to loosen up
a bit, perhaps act a little more natural. While some people are indeed
stiff and hard, he comes across to me as someone playing someone who is
stiff and hard rather than someone who IS such. Still, he did a good job I
thought in the last transmission.

Finally...I must be missing something. I could have sworn that the last
scene with G'Kar and Sinclair had Sinclair arguing that the light from
G'Kar's homeworld's sun on that festival was just reaching them? Or did he
mean that the light of the festival 12 years ago? Or...?

Good work, JMS.

One thing I'm looking forward to in the next episode (_Signs and Portents_,
I believe?) is to see if the fact that money is being trimmed from the
military budget and to see if this will be said to have any effect on the
military preparedness of the station when it is apparently put under
attack.

Geoff Tuffli
tuff@ellis.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 00:03:51 GMT
From: u70007@windsurf.nersc.gov (Eric Salo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "By Any Means Necessary" (SPOILERS)

(SPOILERS)

I thought that this episode was good but not great. On the good side, I
thought that the exchanges between Londo and G'Kar were priceless - Londo
was so gleefully sadistic! Peter Jurasik deserves a lot of credit, he just
gets better and better every time I watch him (well, except for "Beverly
Hills Buntz"). He was a perfect choice for Londo.

I thought that the stike story was a bit dull, and the two negotiators were
both characters that I've seen a zillion times before: the gorgeous union
daughter whose father died on the docks (just once I'd like to see an ugly
one with a few good scars), and the slimy government man who is just so
*evil* that you can't possibly take him seriously as a villain. Surprise
surprise, he gets it in the end. Yawn.

On the other hand, I enjoyed it! The interesting part to me was watching
Sinclair try to perform massive crisis management without totally losing
it.  I kept thinking as I watched it that a good alternative title might
have been "Commander Sinclair and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good Very Bad
Day." And I really liked that final scene with him and the senator - it
made the senator look much more 3-dimensional, and I liked the implication
that we haven't heard the last of this matter. Something this big *should*
come up again!

Once again, people are complaining about an explosion but I didn't see
anything wrong with it. Considering that the *entire scene* was done on a
computer, I think it was pretty damn good!

Eric Salo
National Energy Research Supercomputer Center
P.O. Box 5509,  L-560
Livermore,  CA  94450  
salo@nersc.gov

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 13:07:22 GMT
From: bart@engin.umich.edu (David Samuel Jacobs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BAMN - short review and question (no spoilers)

I really liked BAMN and give it a 9.  I found the story captivating,
despite the fact that there was very little "action" (i.e. no space
battles). And there were a couple FX scenes that made me go "WOW!".  Come
to think of it, since Deathwalker I've been going "WOW" a lot on Wed.
nights, which is a big change from the ST shows, which don't seem to do
much new in the way of effects.  In particular, I thought the docking
approach sequence and the Narn ceremony at the end were most impressive.
The acting also seemed above average, and the minor characters were
interesting and well-written.  I really wanted to punch out the negotiator,
and I really liked the female labor leader. I second the motion of some
others who want her to return in future episodes.  Kudos to Joe and Co. for
giving us another great episode!

Now a quick question: it seemed that every time Sinclair was discussing the
dockworker situation with someone in C&C, Admiral Hidoshi (or whatever his
name was) was suddenly calling to talk to him.  Does Earth Central have C&C
bugged or what?

Dave Jacobs

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 16:12:22 GMT
From: mmackinn@uoguelph.ca (Mark C Mackinnon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BAMN Comments (Little Spoil)

   Good, solid episode (once again!).  Once again JMS has proved my theory
that there is not such thing as an unattractive women in SF.  It just
doesn't happen!  But...

   1) Where were Garibaldi's force's riot helmets?  I saw one dock worker
wielding a wrench!  I guess that the director wanted to give the actors
some facial shots.

   2)  Good, grungy Sinclair.  I like the no shave look.

   3) G'Kar/Londo was great!  I was actually beginning to dislike Londo for
his cruel (but not unjustified) actions.  I guess that I'm too nice a guy!
Kudos to Katsalus's performance.

   4) Is there anyone else that finds Hidoshi's 'apology' at the end a
crock of sh*t?  I think that he was just trying to get Sinclair on his
side.

   5) Why wasn't Garibaldi even remotely disturbed at the loss of 1.3
million credits to his functioning?  Perhaps it had nothing to do with his
area of influence?

   6) I am really beginning to hate the blonde reporter.  I'd like to see
Ivanova toss her out the nearest airlock.

   Oh, yeah....congrats to JMS on his renewal and the decision to keep the
show running through the summer.  I love it!

Mark MacKinnon
University of Guelph

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 18:45:50 GMT
From: davidl@ssd.intel.com (David Levine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "By Any Means Necessary" (SPOILERS)

As character and universe development, this was a great episode.  As far as
plot goes, it was weak.  I found the endings of the various subplots
unbelievable.

I could *maybe* buy Sinclair's solution to the strike problem - it was
made plausible by his study of the budget (I had to freze-frame his
computer screen to see that's what he was studying at 5AM) and hinted at by
the title of the episode.  But I don't think the government negotiator
would have accepted it or that the Senate would have caved in the way they
did.  At least the writer addressed this issue in retrospect.

But for Sinclair to solve that no-win situation by cleverness alone was
pulling a rabbit out of a hat.  What I *can't* buy is Sinclair's
near-simultaneous pulling of two more rabbits - the "controlled substance"
ploy and the "10 light-years" ploy - out of that same hat.  There is no way
that a man with a major problem on his mind and no sleep in 48 hours could
have come up with *either* of those solutions on short notice, never mind
*both* of them.  They both depend on a profound knowledge of many fields
carefully correlated together with just the right hint of creative insight
- - not likely to happen with a foggy brain.

Also, all three solutions depend on information that we, the audience, were
not privy to.  That's cheating.  They are all verging on deus-ex-machina
(or, as they say over in alt.tv.mst3k, "hamdingers").

But doesn't Andreas Katsulas have a great voice?

David D. Levine
Intel Supercomputer Systems Division
davidl@ssd.intel.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 20:19:49 GMT
From: glyle@claire.seas.ucla.edu (George Lyle (233789))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BAMN: the news reporter

The reporter strikes me a a bit too annoying to be a regular fixture on the
station.  Generally reporters who work a regular "beat" (police, court,
whitehouse, etc.) cultivate a rappore with those people they are covering,
who then are inclined to give them information.

The B5 reporter seems to be more of a "tabloid journalist" whose technique
is based upon shocking her victim into saying something juicy.  This
technique works on 60 Minutes et al. since the interviewees are
inexperienced with handling the media.  Sinclair and company would not put
up with this abuse for long (and in fact did kick her out of the area in
this episode).  They showed remarkable restraint.  I would probably have
given her a demonstration of airlock operation!

I also have a problem with the way the reporter handles herself physically.
She seems to be positioning herself for a non-existent camera.  Note the
almost gymnastic move she made before asking Sinclair to comment on the
G'Kar/Londo dispute.  Is she an video, audio, or print reporter?  If video,
how is the image collected without a camera/cameraman?  If audio or print,
then why the posturing?  Inquiring minds....

In general, the episodes are getting better and better.

George Lyle

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 00:20:45 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ends and Means.... Re: "By All Means Necessary" Minor

I don't know whether anyone's mentioned this in the B-5 topics before, but
I just happened to stumble onto the following bit of interesting trivia
today.....
 
We know Sinclair was at least partly trained by Jesuits, right? 
 
Well, I just found out that the motto of the Jesuit Order is:
 
"When the End is lawful, the Means are also lawful." 
 
(My thanks to Len Deighton, who included this bit of esoterica in a novel,
and to the library where I toddled off to verify it.  (Since I'm not a
Roman Catholic, I'd had no idea that their religious orders even *had*
mottoes.)

Has this shown up in a B-5 script, or the series bible, yet?  *grin*

This kind of thing could have a LOT to do with Sinclair's almost
automaton-like insistence on Minbari "honor"... if he's been conditioned to
believe that their long-term intent is honorable!

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 01:14:14 GMT
From: wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Diane Westerfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Garibaldi in the June Starlog

There's an article on Jerry Doyle, the actor who plays Garibaldi, on page
77 of the June _Starlog_.

It's a nice article, but I was annoyed that it was shoved to the back, as
if they were embarrassed about it or something.  As with the Mira Furlan
article, they appear to be treating B5 as a piece of cheese, putting these
articles in the same class as the ones featuring obscure SF stars from the
50's.  I think I'm going to write them a nasty letter.  Dammit, I want a
big feature on B5, front and center!

Diane Westerfield
wes5@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 22:41:01 GMT
From: rosalindb@aol.com (RosalindB)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Quality of actors' performances

   So far, it seems to be getting better. In the pilot, as with most pilot
shows, the characters appear wooden. Takes time for them to "get their
feet".  In particular, Michael O'Hare's performance entertains me more each
episode.  Not because of major changes, but little things. For example, in
"By Any Means...", Sinclair's irritation, lack of sleep, and desire to make
things right come through in one main device - his five o'clock shadow.
That's the best way to show a man's bad mood.

Jerry Doyle is getting better in my eyes too. (Though I admit I'm biased in
favor of a fellow Wall Streeter.) He hasn't been in the business long, and
he's the first to say so. But I still identify with his character more than
the others.  

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 22:58:48 GMT
From: mazania@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Malcolm Azania)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: "By Any Means Necessary"

I wonder if the "Rush" Act has any symbolic connection to Reaction's good
friend Mr. Limbaugh?

Just a thought.

Malcolm Azania

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 00:27:46 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THOSE WHO HATE WORKERS

   I'm told by the writer (*now*) that yes, the Rush Act is indeed named
after Mr. Limbaugh.
 
JMS

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Adams & Banks & Berry & Blish (2 msgs) &
                     Bova (2 msgs) & Brin (2 msgs) & 
                     Brunner (4 msgs) & Card (3 msgs) & McKinley

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 08:47:37 GMT
From: cc697@cleveland.freenet.edu (Eric Oppen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Castaways in Time

Has anybody out there read this series?  I liked it, but I really thought
that Adams kind of lost track of where he was going, and needed a couple of
more books to bring all his plotlines back together.  Does anybody know
what he had in mind?

Please respond via e-mail, as I don't get on here often.

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 94 19:07:05 GMT
From: mcb@derrida.postmodern.com (Michael C. Berch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THE WASP FACTORY by Iain Banks

THE WASP FACTORY
by Iain Banks

reviewed by Michael C. Berch

Scottish writer Iain M. Banks is perhaps best known to us for his recent SF
novels, notably CONSIDER PHLEBAS and USE OF WEAPONS.  But minus his middle
initial, he has published seven nominally mainstream novels, the first of
which appeared in the UK from Macmillan in 1984.

Banks' "mainstream" fiction would have little difficult qualifying for a
horror publisher's imprint if it came to that - THE WASP FACTORY is
considerably more disturbing than most work that appears inside the
red-silver-and-black covers of US mass-market paperback horror.  This novel
earned Banks instant (and well-deserved) notice, and this trade paper
reprint edition cheerfully displays some samples of contemporaneous British
critical opinion, ranging from PUNCH, which called THE WASP FACTORY "a
first novel not only of tremendous promise, but also achievement, a minor
masterpiece perhaps," to the IRISH TIMES which wrote, "It is a sick, sick
world when the confidence and investment of an astute firm of publishers is
justified by a work of unparalleled depravity."  The TIMES OF LONDON merely
noted that "perhaps it is all a joke, meant to fool literary London into
respect for rubbish."

Notwithstanding the above, THE WASP FACTORY held this reviewer's rapt
attention through almost the entirety of a nonstop flight from London to
San Francisco.

THE WASP FACTORY is the story of 16 year-old Frank Cauldhame, who lives
with his father in rural Scotland, and whose world revolves around a
bizarre and intricate set of obsessive-compulsive personal rituals, most of
which take place on a small, windswept private island or in the loft of the
house, a place secure from intrusion by Frank's half-lame father who cannot
climb the loft ladder.  Early on, Frank calmly recounts to us that as a
child, he murdered three young companions, one of whom was his younger
brother, but (as he relates), "I haven't killed anybody for years, and
don't intend to ever again.  It was just a stage I was going through."

Despite this monstrosity, and the cruel details of his mechanical rituals,
many of which involve killing and dissecting animals, Frank is a likeable
character.  We do not understand him, but he is not difficult to get along
with.  Perhaps he has inherited his eccentric nature from his father, a
distant and sardonic man whose own obsessions include requiring Frank to
learn, and recite upon prompting, the dimensions and mass of various
household objects.

As the novel begins, Frank learns of a threat to his strangely idyllic
existence - his older brother Eric has escaped from a mental institution
and is believed to be headed toward Frank and his father.  Eric remains
offstage as Frank, in each of the early chapters, anecdotally describes the
three murders in complete detail, and shows how each has contributed to his
precious store of treasured objects and place-names of his private island.
And through this we learn obliquely of a "little accident" in Frank's early
childhood that has deformed him in some unstated manner.

By mid-book the complete nature of Frank's "accident" is known, and we
begin to understand the nature of his acts, and feel sympathy for him as
someone who will forever be excluded from mainstream society, and who has
instead constructed an intricate system - almost a complete personal
religion, with mythology and sacrifice, that provides an anchor for him in
a world that would otherwise seem unbearable.

But by then the escaped Eric is drawing closer, the auguries of Frank's
insect-driven oracle - the Wasp Factory of the title, have grown dark and
threatening, and Banks carries us through the final third of the novel in a
dazzling whirlwind of suspense, violence, terror, and ultimately personal
discovery and confrontation.

This is not a book for the squeamish or easily disturbed, but it is a
fascinating portrait of an intelligent but obsessed mind and a notable
beginning to Iain Banks' brilliant writing career.

Author:     Banks, Iain
Title:      The Wasp Factory
Publisher:  Abacus/Little, Brown
City:       London
Date:       1990 (original 1984)
Order Info: ISBN 0-349-10177-9
Comments:   GBP5.99
Pages:      184 pp., trade pb

Michael C. Berch
mcb@postmodern.com
mcb@remarque.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 04:22:53 GMT
From: shsilver@indiana.edu (shsilver)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What Ever Happened to Stephen Berry (TOR)

I work at a bookstore and usually have little problem answering questions
about SF, but today a stumper came up.  Perhaps Patrick can shed some light
if no one else can.

A customer came in wanting to know if Stephen Berry wrote anything other
than The BioFab War, Battle for Terra Two, The AI War and Final Assault.
Does anyone know what has happened to him?

Steven H Silver
Indiana University
SHSILVER@ucs.indiana.edu
SHSILVER@IUBACS.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 16:10:31 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: suspicious names in _Black Easter_

<pamuelle@ingr.com> wrote:
>However, the others I couldn't identify:
>  Father Uccello
>  Father Monteith
>  Father Selahny
>  Father Rosenblum
>  Father Atheling

Ucello means "bird."  Possibly Harlan Ellison, who has been known to write
as "Cordwainer Bird?"

Rosenblum means "rose," specifically "rose flower".  Doesn't thread any
beads in my mind.

Atheling means "prince."  Ditto.

Somebody must have some other ideas.

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 07:46:51 GMT
From: law015@aberdeen.ac.uk
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Blish names

   Atheling has been explained - it was the name that Blish used in his
criticism as a homage to Pound.
   Monteith may have been Blish's UK agent as someone said.  But more
importantly Charles Monteith was the editor at Faber (UK) who took on
Blish's work, and was in part at least responsible for his coming to the UK
to a conference.  Of course Blish later settled over here.  Monteith, who
died fairly recently and had an obit in the (London) Times, also, if memory
serves, did the funeral oration at Blish's interment.  The data is in
Ketterer's study of Blish - Imprisoned in a Tesseract.  If memory has not
served, I'll correct this when I check at home tonight.

F.L.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 18:48:59 GMT
From: cs151fk5@lamar.colostate.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mars

Every once in awhile I find a really good book that I have to tell others
about. The book "Mars" by Ben Bova was excellent. It has irony, surprises,
and excellent characters. It is also set in a not so distant future, and
the technical aspects of it are very believable.

I would love to talk about this book and others similiar to it.

Will
cs151fk5@lamar.ColoState.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 19:41:08 GMT
From: r.furr@genie.geis.com (Rob Furr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mars

cs151fk5@lamar.ColoState.EDU writes:
>Every once in awhile I find a really good book that I have to tell others
>about. The book "Mars" by Ben Bova was excellent. It has irony, surprises,
>and excellent characters. It is also set in a not so distant future, and
>the technical aspects of it are very believable.

Bova's good at technical stuff; imho, I'm very surprised that his
characters are 'excellent,' as that's always been his weak point. While not
stiff, they've always been ... well, unconvincing. (For a prime example of
Bova-style characterization, I refer you to _Cyberbooks_, which features
some of his most cardboard characters (as well as a rather dippy plot, but
that's not the point.))  However, I have to say that I've never been
terribly impressed by Bova in _general_. His prose plods when it should
soar, often getting mired in the actions of his characters.

Rob F.

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 04:17:31 GMT
From: rdippold@qualcomm.com (Ron "Asbestos" Dippold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Glory Season is out!

David Brin's Glory Season is out in paperback... just picked it up.

In fact, I bought a lot of stuff by Bantam/Spectra today.  They seem to be
dedicated to giving TOR a run for their money in the best publisher
category.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 18:35:51 GMT
From: adrian@cs.ualberta.ca (Adrian Powell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glory Season is out! (But what is it?)

>>David Brin's Glory Season is out in paperback... just picked it up.
>
>Forgive my ignorance, but what's it about?  Is it an "uplift" book, or
>something else ?  (Cover blurb, not spoilers please :) )

It isn't an uplift book (last year I had a chance to talk with Brin, and he
made a little speech condemning people that made interminable, run-on
series.  I think he realized the irony of his own situation, so has set out
to rectify).  It is about a world where conception occors during one
season, where males "rut".  The offspring at such a time are all the same
genetically as the mother, helping families maintain consistency, skills,
power...

Some people are born outside of this time, producing males and "vars" -
variants, one of whom is the main character of the story.  As one might
expect, there is some discussion of identity, power struggles, and how one
views their place in the world on the basis of parents.

I quite enjoyed the book, but would never place it near the uplift books.

Adrian

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 94 23:01:01 GMT
From: ts61822@aol.com (TS61822)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John Brunner

I recently read John Brunner's The Sheep Look Up. Is it only me or
were others disturbed by the increasing set of parallels between that
book and our own world. The Sheep Look Up has really made me change
the way I think about pollution.

Todd Sanders

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 00:08:03 GMT
From: hollyk@csn.org (Holly Koelling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Brunner

I read it several years ago and it still haunts me.  I'll read about or see
some ecological disaster on the news and snippets of the book will return
to me.  I read about 350 books a year so the ones that remain in the memory
year after year really stand out.

Happy reading

Didi Herald

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 05:41:23 GMT
From: spiker@rice-chex.ai.mit.edu (Spike R. MacPhee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: john brunner

Holly Koelling <hollyk@csn.org> wrote:
>I read it several years ago and it still haunts me.  I'll read about or
>see some ecological disaster on the news and snippets of the book will
>return to me.  I read about 350 books a year so the ones that remain in
>the memory year after year really stand out.

Yes, I agree.  Brunner was asked in an interview "Do you write these books
[Stand On Zanzibar, Jagged Orbit, Sheep Look Up, and Shockwave Rider - his
near-future Earth trends books] because you think they'll become true?"
"No, no!  I write them in the hopes that they *won't* become true!" [with
the implication that if enough people read them and changed their actions
as a result...]

[Minor spoilers about Sheep Look Up to follow]:

I was shocked when a friend took my quotes about Prexy and told me it was
obviously Ronald Reagan.  The annual Hollywood Retrospective, the Annual
Florida Vacation, and the "handlers" who moved a powerless Prexy from media
event to media event.  Brunner wrote it in 1969...

>From a mention of the gas canisters that were sunk as garbage disposal at
the end of WWI leaking after 60 years, you can deduce that the story takes
place in 1979.  The back cover blurbs quoted reviewers who thought the
story took place in the early 21st century.

I used to freak out friends by telling them it had a happy ending; they'd
come back after reading it saying *that's* a happy ending?  I'd reply, well
yes, although it depends on where you live...  :)

Spike R. MacPhee
spiker@gnu.ai.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 08:53:32 GMT
From: ac1cdb@sunc.shef.ac.uk (C D Bates)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Brunner

The effects of the actions of industrialised nations upon the planet were
clear by the late sixties. A lot of the ecological disasters and problems
in the book were known scientific facts at the time. I remember reading
somewhere that damage to ozone by CFCs was known very early on. Really all
JB did was to tell the truth - sure it's exaggerated and put into a SF
context but there's very little in the book that news media and radical
politicians shouldn't have been saying anyway.

I heard the other day that the Lloyds insurance market faces a bill for
billions of dollars for cleaning up toxic waste in the US. Even the
victorians knew that the by-products of industry were (are) harmful.  It
doesn't take a great imagination to foresee what would happen. The tragedy,
not just of Brunner's work but of the prophets of eco-doom is that they
have been ignored. Let's face it they are right. Every time you drive a
car, fly in a plane or buy something from a supermarket that has 3 layers
of packaging where one would do you are contributing to these problems. In
Chile sheep are developing cataracts due to high levels of UV because of
the hole in the ozone layer. We'll know that things are improving when the
sheep can look up without going blind...

Chris 

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 11:59:39 GMT
From: mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk (Saint Erroneous)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Orson Card: Ender Series to have another addition?

Benjamin Hackney <bhackney@picard.infonet.net> wrote:
>Someone told me that Card was going to release another Ender book.  Can
>anyone verify this for me?

I far as I know there is definitely going to be another book after
Xenocide. I don't know when it's due for release though.

Could be a _long_ while...

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 13:49:48 GMT
From: ben_jeapes@learned.co.uk
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card...Seventh Son series

dspencer@wpi.edu (David K. Spencer) writes:
>Okay, here's a question.  I _loved_ OSC's 7th son series.  It has been
>some time since I read it, but I believe he was going to continue it.
>Does anyone have a list of the books in it and if/when others will be
>released by him?

This may be old hat to you, but can I recommend you read Card's poem
"Prentice Alvin and the No-Good Plow", which you will find in his
collection _Maps in a Mirror_.  This is the motherlode of Alvin ideas,
already written down by OSC, and it's a daunting thought that by the end of
_Red Prophet_ we are still only a fraction of the way into the poem.

Ben Jeapes
ben_jeapes@learned.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 14:32:23 GMT
From: RAH12@psuvm.psu.edu (Roger A. Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Orson Card: Ender Series to have another addition?

bhackney@picard.infonet.net (Benjamin Hackney) says:
>Someone told me that Card was going to release another Ender book.  Can
>anyone verify this for me?

According to his newsletter, the new book (tentatively titled _Children of
the Mind_) will be out sometime near the end of 1995.  Groan.

Roger A. Hunt
rah12@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 14:53:56 GMT
From: phillips@hpl.hp.com (Bernie Phillips)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Robin McKinley

Eowyn Mader (eowyn@soe.berkeley.edu) wrote:
> Just want to second the recommendation for _Deerskin_.  While I loved
> _Beauty_ and enjoyed McKinley's other books, most of them are just above
> average, well-written young adult fantasy, nothing particularly
> wonderful.  _Deerskin_ is very different.  It's darker and more complex -
> things are not completely wrapped up by the end, and I found it very
> moving.  I actually didn't know what was going to happen next, something
> quite rare in a genre which can be very predictable.  There is an "issue"
> involved, but it doesn't take over the story, and the book doesn't become
> just a means to make a point.  It's a beautiful book, harrowing at times,
> hopeful at others, with a complicated heroine who is not just strong or
> good or heroic

On the other hand, while I found the book to be well written, prose wise, I
hated it.  The heroine is so passive in the beginning of the book that she
is virtually a non-character.  The Dreadful Thing that happens to her is
excessively violent, IMHO.  It both repelled me and she suspended my belief
in the story when, after all that, the heroine and the other still managed
to get up and walk out, unseen.

I re-read Perrault's "Donkeyskin" before re-reading _Deerskin_ (I wanted to
see if I felt the same about it, as I first read it last summer).  McKinley
keeps much of the Perrault, but Donkeyskin is a much more clever, vibrant
character than Deerskin.  With the same set up, Perrault believably gets
Donkeyskin out of the situation that McKinley's Deerskin does not avoid.
After _Beauty_, I was really looking forward to _Deerskin_.  After reading
_Deerskin_, I was dreadfully disappointed.

Berni

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Donaldson (4 msgs) & Green (3 msgs) &
                       Hawke (4 msgs) & Myers & Noel & 
                       Saberhagen & Shirley & Simmons & Stirling

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 May 94 18:02:46 GMT
From: pconnelly@delphi.com (Paul Connelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review of the Chronicles of Thomas Covenant (both series)
 
What probably makes many people uncomfortable with the series is that so
many of the main characters are more than a little crazed: Covenant, Dr.
Avery, the CIA guy Troy, High Lord Elena, Atiaran, the Bloodguard as a
group, etc..  In the first series, Foamfollower and poor Lord Mhoram are
probably the only truly sane characters of continuing importance to the
story. And even they are sorely tested by the desperate straits they get
into.  At least in the Lord of the Rings, by comparison, you only had to
deal with Frodo, Gollum, Denethor and maybe Saruman as crazed people.  But
it just adds to the emotional complexity and interest of the story.
 
Paul

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 94 21:51:43 GMT
From: jimstark@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Fourth Gap Book!(Minor Spoilers)

  *Before you read this message, be warned that I am a terrible writer!*
 
  I just finished reading _The Gap Into Madness: Chaos And Order_ and IMHO
Donaldson has topped the previous volumes of this series.  My impression
comes from a galley copy of the novel, so some of the quotes may change.  I
will list my observations and mini-spoilers in bullet format to spare you
my writing.
  -Best line left over from a Covenant novel:  'A headache like a threat
    of concussion throbbed in her forehead.'  This is from page 1.
  -For you Donaldson vocabulary fans, 'gelid' appears on page 319.
  -I think Donaldson has read some Anne McCaffrey novels.
  -Several new characters join the storyline and several leave it.
  -This is the longest of the four novels at 617 pages.
  -The fifth novel will be called _The Gap Into Ruin:  This Day All
   Gods Die_.
 
  I don't want to give away any of the storyline because you have to read
it to enjoy it.  I am posting this to let all of the Gap fans know that
they should grab this book as soon as it hits the shelves of their local
bookstore or library.
 
Have a nice day!

jimstark@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 00:11:21 GMT
From: ingram@u.washington.edu (Doug Ingram)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review of the Chronicles of Thomas Covenant (both series)

Paul Connelly <pconnelly@delphi.com> writes:
>What probably makes many people uncomfortable with the series is that so
>many of the main characters are more than a little crazed: Covenant, Dr.
>Avery, the CIA guy Troy, High Lord Elena, Atiaran, the Bloodguard as a
>group, etc..  In the first series, Foamfollower and poor Lord Mhoram are
>probably the only truly sane characters of continuing importance to the
>story. And even they are sorely tested by the desperate straits they get
>into.

   I think you've put your finger on the whole idea Donaldson is trying to
get across with his style.  The Land is all about things taken to extremes
- - love, hate, beauty, evil, goodness... It is not too surprising that the
characters behave with similar intensities.  In fact, it goes along
perfectly with the whole series.

   I would argue that Donaldson's portrayal of the real world characters is
more plausible than characters I've seen in any other crossover novel.  I'm
sure a good argument could be made for several novels, and I'm not going to
slam any crossover novel in particular, but it would be an interesting
thread.

>At least in the Lord of the Rings, by comparison, you only had to deal
>with Frodo, Gollum, Denethor and maybe Saruman as crazed people.  But it
>just adds to the emotional complexity and interest of the story.

   I just don't think it is appropriate to compare the two series.
They're both great, and they're both extremely different.

Doug Ingram
ingram@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 14:30:21 GMT
From: andersmo@ifi.uio.no (Anders Moe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Thomas Covenant's ring

Why didn't TC just hand his ring over to someone else in The Land?

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 16:25:43 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sharon Green

drayer@minerva.cis.yale.edu (Rebecca Drayer) writes:
>And don't forget _The Rebel Prince_.  Basically, we've got a successful
>businesswoman who's an outcast from her royal family on a distant colony
>world.  She's called back to her loving relatives, and is abducted, raped,
>and abused before finally realizing that she Truly Loves the man who is
>doing this to her.
>
>Sharon Green definitely writes according to a formula.

Well, she's got a new book out now.  In this book, the female character is
a powerful but somewhat erratic magic user.  And she gets teamed up with a
Prince who seems to be pretty much of an asshole.

I didn't get any further than that personally - I was sort of skimming it
at the bookstore.

Yep - it looks like the same plot.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 14:40:52 GMT
From: Nancy.Lebovitz@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Nancy Lebovitz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

I've met Sharon Green. She appeared to be a woman. I asked her about the
rapes in her books, and she seemed genuinely surprised that anyone thought
there were rapes. Unfortunately, this weirded me out so thoroughly that I
didn't think to ask her how she'd describe the way her female characters
were treated.

Nancy Lebovitz

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 19:55:40 GMT
From: gt4704d@prism.gatech.edu (Dr. Tongue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

Are we talking about comparing Sharon Green's "Mind Guest" and "Gateway to
Xanadu" and GOR????  Or are you talking about her "other" books?

gt4704d@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 03:53:31 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time Wars series by Simon Hawke

Mike Fitz (mfitz@bdmserver.mcl.bdm.com) wrote:
>Does anyone know where I can find the Time Wars books by Simon Hawke (aka
>Nick Yermakov) ?  There was a list of them posted awhile back, but no
>bookstore I've been to has them, including used bookstores.  The only
>stuff by him I see him are these Wizard of this or that books.  Which
>don't look too interesting.  I'm beginning to wonder if they even exist.
>Any help is appreciated.

Yes, they exist, although, for no apparent reason, are relatively difficult
to find, especially the later ones. The first Wizard book (_of the 4th
Street_) was not too bad but they got to be repetitious by the third
installment and later volumes are just formula entertainment targeting the
'installed user base' :-) All IMHO, of course.

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 04:07:28 GMT
From: larocqu@gaul.csd.uwo.ca (John P. LaRocque)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time Wars series by Simon Hawke

Just for those who want to scrape the bottom of the Yermakov/Hawke
barrel...

Yermakov also did two Battlestar Galactica TV novelizations for Berkeley -
"BG 6: The living Legend", and "BG 7: War of the Gods".

John P. LaRocque
larocqu@gaul.csd.uwo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 04:40:29 GMT
From: an321@freenet.carleton.ca (John Angus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time Wars series by Simon Hawke

The Wizard books are actually quite good, witty too. I liked them better
than the Time Wars series. I don't know how many books were in that series.
I have the first six. They were published by ACE Science Fiction. Book Six
- - The Khyber Connection, was published in '86.  I don't know if they're out
of print now or what. Your best bet is to call ACE and ask them.

PS. ACE is a division of Berkley Publishing. Berkley's number is
212-951-3991

John D Angus
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 01:15:35 GMT
From: eskridge@access1.digex.net (C/D Eskridge)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Time Wars series by Simon Hawke

There were 12 total books.  I grab them when I find them but I have only
got 1,2,4 & 12.  The titles for any who are interested are:

The Ivanhoe Gambit
The Timekeeper Conspiracy
The Pimpernel Plot
The Zenda Vendetta
The Nautilus Sanction
The Khyber Connection
The Argonaut Affair
The Dracula Caper
The Lilliput Legion
The Hellfire Rebellion
The Cleopatra Crisis
The Six-Gun Solution

I think he ran out of descriptive nouns for new titles. :)

Curt

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 20:26:52 GMT
From: u5x58@lfht1.hso.link.com (Paula Berman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Myers

Are there any other fans out there of John Myers Myers?

John Myers Myers wrote Silverlock, probably the only book ever to be forced
back into print by Poul Anderson AND Larry Niven AND Jerry Pournelle.  They
ganged up on their publisher, then all 3 wrote introductions.  This book
has references to everything; the trick is to catch them.  So far, I've
seen allusions to Robin Hood, Beowulf, the Odyssey, Mark Twain, Dante's
Inferno, Manon, and on and on...  I also have his 'The Moon's Fire-Eating
Daughter', a romp through the history of literature, with special attention
to the effects of love and sex (personified by Venus/Ishtar/Aphrodite...).

Any more info on further publications?

Paula Berman                        
u5x58@lfht1.hso.link.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 11:38:36 GMT
From: snorton@netcom.com (Scott Norton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent reading: Atanielle Annyn Noel

Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley (rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com) wrote:
> A while back I read _The Duchess of Kneedeep_, which was frivolous in a
> well-executed and entertaining sort of way, so I picked up Noel's other
> book (has she written any since?) ...

Atanielle has been concentrating more on her art lately than on her
writing, I believe.  I know that SPEAKER TO HEAVEN has been available in
the stores for some time, though, published by Baen.  I do think that she
would enjoy reading what you have said about her; if you don't mind, I will
forward your remarks to her (she is my roommate's sister).  I will also try
to get information on other works in progress or pending publication.

In fairness, Atanielle herself might be described as a weird eccentric with
a house in the hills.  She has also written MYTHOLOGY OF MIDDLE EARTH and
LANGUAGES OF MIDDLE EARTH under the name Ruth S. Noel - which brings up a
related anecdote.

You mentioned Atanielle's sarcasm, which is usually good-natured.  She once
made such a remark that another person there was prompted to exclaim,
"You're ruthless, Atanielle!"  Another friend didn't miss a beat, but
immediately stated: "That's Ruth S. - No 'L'."  (a reference to the name
under which Atanielle wrote the two books on Tolkien).

If ever you go to convention art shows in Southern California, you might
see Atanielle's artwork on display.  It has many of the rococo, whimsical
qualities that her writing has.  Even when she uses heavy colors and
textures in her artwork, it has a kind of lightness and airiness to it
which keeps the art from ever seeming heavy or dark.

Scott Norton
snorton@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 May 94 02:49:09 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Saberhagen's Berserker books

Eric Oppen <cc697@cleveland.Freenet.Edu> wrote:
>However, I find Saberhagen's background human cultures unconvincing at
>best.  In the face of this kind of a threat, humans would probably hang
>together out of necessity, if nothing else.  An empire like the ones
>Pournelle writes about would be more probable.

I'm only vaguely familiar with the Berserker stories (I understand the
premise, but I don't know the details).

That said, I think Saberhagen's culture could be quite realistic.  The
important factor in how humanity reacts to the Berserkers is "how fast does
the information propagate"?

If they only have STL travel, their best communication would be via Really
Big Lasers, and so a message would travel years even between close
settlements.  If this is the case, it's quite possible that (as in
Saberhagen's universe, if I recall correctly) there could be portions of
human space where the Berserkers are only rumor, regarded as myth, or
unknown all together.

OTOH, if you've got nice fast FTL drive to zip you across the galaxy in
nothing flat, then Saberhagen's scenario becomes (IMHO) less likely.

>It would be interesting to have an enemy that everybody agreed needed to
>be destroyed...

Personally, I would find *this* highly unbelievable.  Humans are a highly
contrary and disagreeable lot by nature, and I really don't believe that
*all* of them would agree on anything for any extended period of time,
especially something as controversial as total war.

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 16:07:52 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Shirley: A Splendid Chaos?

John R. Snead <jsnead@netcom.com> wrote:
>Hi, I remember seeing a John Shirley novel in hardcover several years ago,
>around 1989.  I believe it was called _A Splendid Chaos_.  It involved
>several people from Earth wandering into a bar, and wandering out on a
>very strange, and rather mutable alien world.  I've never seen this book
>in paperback, and haven't seen another copy in hardcover since then.  Does
>anyone know if this book will ever see the light of day again, it looked
>rather good.

Yep, I like that book too.  I've never seen a paperback edition, my guess
is that one doesn't exist.  However, the hardcover edition is still
floating around used bookstores.  I picked up a couple of copies last year
(already sold them.)  I think I remember seeing it at a store in Tacoma
Washington recently.  It's called the Tacoma Book Center.

>Also, does anyone know if John Shirley the sf author is the same one who
>helped write the screenplay for The Crow?

Yep, it's the same Shirley.  He seems to be doing what Gibson did; take
time off from writing novels to work on screenplays for a while.  Aside
from 'Crow' he also co-wrote a script for Gibson's 'New Rose Hotel', and
also did a 'Lost Boys II' which never saw the screen... I'd be curious to
find out what other scripts he authored, anybody know???

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 16:55:28 GMT
From: schillin@spock.usc.edu (John Schilling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Q: Hyperion series (spoilers!!)

chaojira@kits.sfu.ca (Viboon Chaojirapant) writes:
>Warning: Spoilers below!!!! Do not read if you have not read the 2 books.
>         (Hyperion and Fall of Hyperion)

> i) Are the Ousters human? I.e. are they originally earthings who went of
>    into space, but refused to use the farcasters hence they have to
>    evolved to adapt to their environment? I hope I got this correct :)

Absolutely right, though I think it was more a matter of deliberate
adaption than biological evolution.


> ii) What purpose does Kassad (the soldier) serve? He died while fighting
>     the Shrikes (sp?) but it seems that the woman (Moneta?) thinks that
>     his time is yet to come. I can't figure this out. Something to do
>     with time travelling?

His purpose seems to have been to lead the battle against the Shrikes.
Given that Moneta lives backwards through time, it seems that your
confusion comes from trying to convert from her reference frane to yours.
Time travel is indeed tricky stuff.

> iii) The 9 labyrinth worlds are dug by the Core right? If so how can they
>      do it 'millions of years ago'? Because it was stated in the book
>      that the labyrinths are very old.

It is clear that the Core will in the far future have time travel ability.
After all, they did set up the Time Tombs.  So it is likely that the
far-future Core went back millions of years before the present to build the
labyrinths.

John Schilling
University of Southern California
Aerospace Engineering Department
schillin@spock.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 21:53:20 GMT
From: an321@freenet.carleton.ca (John Angus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The General series

rmk@fourcroy.chem.wayne.edu (Remigiusz Kocz) says:
>Has anyone read _The General_ series by SM Stirling and D Drake?  I've
>just finished the fourth book, _The Steel_, and, despite the generous
>snippets of gore prevalent throughout the book, I really enjoyed it.  Like
>its three other predecessors, _The Steel_ is a great read for people who
>enjoy military SF, especially with a 19th century warfare twist.

It's a terrific series. Drake and Stirling really know how to describe
military action, and these books are always filled with it. This series
reminds me a little of Jerry Pournelle's Janissaries series in the scope of
the battles.

Question. Does anyone know when the next book will be out in The General?

Quesion 2. Does anyone know if there were more than three of the
Janissaries books?

John D Angus
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada         

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Strugatsky Brothers (10 msgs) & Turtledove

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 May 94 23:05:08 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Farmer's Nine

Re: the _Nine_ trilogy (_Image of the Beast_ (1969) , _Lord of the Trees_
(c. 1972) , _The Mad Goblin_ (aka _Keepers of the Secrets_) (c.  1972)).

I have always sort of assumed without thinking that Nine were Farmer's
invention. However I was recently reading _Definitely Maybe_ by A. and B.
Strugatsky and they mention _The Union of the Nine_ or some such in a
similar capacity. A brief search through ref. sources yielded no clue as to
the origin of the term. There are Nine Worthies, Nine Orders of angels etc.
but nothing that would make sense in this context.

So, the question is: did the S. brothers know about Farmer's work (at the
time - 1974 - obviously untranslated) or is there a common source? Or is it
a coincidence?  Ideas, anybody?

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 10:07:28 GMT
From: mla1290@ggr.co.uk (Mike Arnautov)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Farmer's Nine

The Nine Immortals, the Nine Sages etc.  is a recurrent theme in, I
believe, theosophical "folklore".  There may be Eastern mythological
references predating Blavatski.  

I.e.  there is no point assuming something as unlikely as Strugatsky
referring to Farmer.

More to the point as far as I am concerned, can you give the Russian title
of _Definitely Maybe_ (transliterated, of course :-).  I've been a great
fan of Strugatsky ever since their very first book got published in
Russian, but this one is new on me!  Any other details appreciated too.

(BTW, unlike Lem, Strugatsky do not translate well.  E.g.  the impact of
the English translation of _Roadside Picnic_ is nothing like the impact of
the original.  So, unless you know Russian, learn Russian to read the
originals - it's worth it!  :-)

Mike Arnautov
Open Systems Group
Glaxo Group Research
mla1290@ggr.co.uk   

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 19:57:25 GMT
From: hbjou001@huey.csun.edu (richardg grayson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Farmer's Nine

(ahasuer@clark.net) wrote:
> Re: the _Nine_ trilogy (_Image of the Beast_ (1969) , _Lord of the
> Trees_ (c. 1972) , _The Mad Goblin_ (aka _Keepers of the Secrets_) (c. 
> 1972)).

   This is off the subject a bit (sorry for digressing), but wasn't "A
Feast Unknown" the first volume in the series.  I believe "Image of the
Beast" and "Blown" are the two volumes in his next series, about the
incantation...  I have only read "Feast" so far, but I do own "Lord of the
Trees" (the double with "The Mad Goblin".

P.M. Grayson

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 03:17:06 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Farmer's Nine

Mike Arnautov (mla1290@ggr.co.uk) wrote:
>The Nine Immortals, the Nine Sages etc.  is a recurrent theme in, I
>believe, theosophical "folklore".  There may be Eastern mythological
>references predating Blavatski.

Thank you. Another kind soul has pointed out that Talbot Mundy wrote _The
Nine Unknown_ in 1923 where the Nine are similar to Farmer's. And, of
course, Mundy was a Theosophist, so bingo!

>I.e.  there is no point assuming something as unlikely as Strugatsky
>referring to Farmer.

Hmm, I am not convinced... I think one of the brothers was/is a linguist
(Japanese, but still...) and they had 4 years between 1970 (I am not
counting the first volume, it was an Essex publication and did not become
widely available until Playboy reprinted it 10 years later) and 1974. One
of them is still alive, anybody out there want to ask him?..

>More to the point as far as I am concerned, can you give the Russian title
>of _Definitely Maybe_ (transliterated, of course :-).  I've been a great
>fan of Strugatsky ever since their very first book got published in
>Russian, but this one is new on me!  Any other details appreciated too.

Za Milliard Let Do Kontsa Sveta. A good half of Strugatsky's books were
published on this side of the pond under different titles. I think Sturgeon
was their main patron here.

>(BTW, unlike Lem, Strugatsky do not translate well.  E.g.  the impact of
>the English translation of _Roadside Picnic_ is nothing like the impact of
>the original.  So, unless you know Russian, learn Russian to read the
>originals - it's worth it!  :-)

Hmm, and I heard people complaining that Lem does not translate well...
Personally I thought that Kandel did a very credible job, considering Lem's
constant wordgames and general reality/language subversion. It has also
been my observation that the worst problem with translations is not the
language (Lem, Joyce and company excluded) but the cultural references that
get lost in translation. Try and translate David Bischoff's _Night of the
Living Shark!_ - you'll see what I mean (hint: it's chock-full of cultural
references) :-)

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 03:33:08 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Farmer's Nine

Richard Grayson (hbjou001@huey.csun.edu) wrote:
>(ahasuer@clark.net) wrote:
>> Re: the _Nine_ trilogy (_Image of the Beast_ (1969) , _Lord of the
>> Trees_ (c. 1972) , _The Mad Goblin_ (aka _Keepers of the Secrets_) (c.
>> 1972)).
>
>This is off the subject a bit (sorry for digressing), but wasn't "A Feast
>Unknown" the first volume in the series.  I believe "Image of the Beast"
>and "Blown" are the two volumes in his next series, about the
>incantation...  I have only read "Feast" so far, but I do own "Lord of the
>Trees" (the double with "The Mad Goblin".

Oops, sorry, my mistake. (Sound of somebody's head beating against the
wall).  Yes, _A Feast Unknown_ *was* the first volume in this series. It,
and _Image of the Beast_/_Blown_ were published by Essex House - an upscale
erotica hangout that was trying to capitalize on the recent Supreme Court
decisions that essentially legalized hard-core - in 1968/69.  However, the
last two belong to the _Excorsism_ trilogy (which was completed in 1973
with _Traitor to the Living_ - only mildly erotic), whereas _A Feast
Unknown_ was completed in 1970 with _Lord of the Trees_ and _The Mad
Goblin_ (not erotica). Sorry about the confusion.

Moral: Don't drink and post! :-)

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 17:02:03 GMT
From: mla1290@ggr.co.uk (Mike Arnautov)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Strugatsky, Lem, etc... (was Farmer's Nine)

(ahasuer@clark.net) wrote:
>>I.e.   there  is  no  point assuming something as unlikely as Strugatsky
>>referring to Farmer.
>
> Hmm, I am not convinced... I think one of the brothers was/is a linguist
> (Japanese, but still...) and they had 4 years between 1970 [...] and
> 1974.

Strugatsky brothers gave their pungent opinion of Western SF in _Monday
Begins on Saturday_ (don't know whether that's been translated and if yes,
under what title - that one would be *hell* to translate!) and my
unlikelihood evaluation is based on that.  On the other hand, Russians have
always been mystically inclined and various flavours of Theosophy always
washed around the underground.  By Occam's razor...

> One of them is still alive, anybody out there want to ask him?..

That would be sacrilege!  :-)

> Za Milliard Let Do Kontsa Sveta. A good half of Strugatsky's books were
> published on this side of the pond under different titles.

Ah!  Thanks.  I should have guessed.  Haven't re-read it for some years
now.  I thought it just might be the _Saturday Begins on Monday_.

> Hmm, and I heard people complaining that Lem does not translate well...
> Personally I thought that Kandel did a very credible job, considering
> Lem's constant wordgames and general reality/language subversion.

You amaze me!  OK, I am not a Polish speaker, but being Czech/Russian
bilingual, I managed Solaris in the original, before translations became
available and later read translations of a lot of his stuff in Czech,
Russian and English.  They are all recognisably Lem and where I know the
same book in two different translations, they match pretty well (e.g.
Golem XIV, Solaris, Star Diaries...).  Not the case with Strugatsky.  I
know _Roadside Picnic_ and _Hard to Be a God_ in Russian, Czech and
English.  The originals are spellbinding, the Czech translations are very
good, but the English translations fail to capture the atmosphere as far as
I am concerned.

> It has also been my observation that the worst problem with translations
> is not the language (Lem, Joyce and company excluded) but the cultural
> references that get lost in translation.

You have a point there.  It is possible that I am simply missing the
cultural references in Lem, which are obvious to Polish speakers.  To my
mind Lem is largely "culture neutral" (which would make his achievement all
the more remarkable!), which Strugatsky most definitely are not.

Any Polish speakers care to comment?

Mike Arnautov
Open Systems
Glaxo Group Research
mla1290@ggr.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 02:46:20 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Strugatsky, Lem, etc... (was Farmer's Nine)

mla1290@ggr.co.uk (Mike Arnautov) writes:
>Strugatsky brothers gave their pungent opinion of Western SF in _Monday
>Begins on Saturday_ (don't know whether that's been translated and if yes,
>under what title - that one would be *hell* to translate!) and my

Strangely enough, the hardbound and paperback American editions were
titled, "MONDAY BEGINS ON SATURDAY."

Interestingly, a number of the Russian idioms were translated literally,
and not into their equivalent American idioms, thus creating a very slight
barrier to understanding.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 21:27:15 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Strugatsky, Lem, etc... (was Farmer's Nine)

_Monday Begins on Saturday_ was published in English translation by DAW
books (love that yellow spine!) quite some years ago.  I don't have it at
the office so I can't give the translator's name, but I thought it was
excellent, including the poetry and jokes. (My Russian isn't good enough to
read the original, though, so I can't comment on accuracy, only
readability.)  It does indeed have a section where the protagonist travels
to the worlds of science fiction and finds them wanting, but I didn't see
it as slanted specificially at Western SF (though I might have missed
something).

My English addition of _Roadside Picnic_ has a stray short story obviously
belonging to _MBoS_ ("Tale of the Troika") bound in with it, but the
translation there is not quite as fluid and unobtrusive.  It worked fine
for _Roadside Picnic_ but not as well on the more humerous story.

These are the only two Strugatsky novels I've been able to lay my hands on,
alas.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 03:22:34 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Strugatsky, Lem, etc... (was Farmer's Nine)

NOTE: [A&BS = Arkady and Boris Strugatsky]

Mike Arnautov (mla1290@ggr.co.uk) wrote:
>Strugatsky brothers gave their pungent opinion of Western SF in _Monday
>Begins on Saturday_ (don't know whether that's been translated and if yes,
>under what title - that one would be *hell* to translate!) and my
>unlikelihood evaluation is based on that.  On the other hand, Russians
>have always been mystically inclined and various flavours of Theosophy
>always washed around the underground.  By Occam's razor...

I agree that we are talking single-digit probabilities. However:

a) _Monday Begins on Saturday_ was published c. 1961. How much western
science fiction was available in the USSR in the 50's? Very little. How
much western science fiction was published between 1961 and 1974? Quite a
bit (yes, I know, it was censored, but still...) Thus, A&BS had a chance to
learn more about western sf and, hopefully, change their opinions.

b) We *do* know that A&BS changed their sociopolitical views in the 60's
quite a bit: cf. _Noon of the XXII century_ (1960) vs. _The Ugly Swans_
(1967?) and _The Snail on the Slope_ (1966-1968). By the early 70's their
work was being censored (_The Inhabited Island_ (1968 vs. 1971 editions) -
hmm, I think the American edition had a different title - I'll have to
check when I get home) by the government and they were being published by
emigre publishing houses. Finally, in 1973 they decided they had had enough
and struck a bargain with the Devil. They disowned their foreign published
works and promised to behave. In exchange, they again became personae
grata. Although it does not *necessarily* mean that they overnight became
trekkies :-), it makes a reevaluation of their previous positions much more
plausible, science fiction included...

c) Even a superficial lexicographical analysis of A&BS' work shows that
they were increasingly prone to include foreign words in their novels, vide
_Forty Years After_ (1988). Again, it can be construed to indicate an
increasing openness to foreign influences.

I happen to know a few things about A&BS because I wrote a paper on the
history of Russian science fiction a while back (<blush>, things you do
when you are young and have nothing better to do :-)). I found the 20's to
be utterly fascinating (gee, what a surprise! :-) but the 60's weren't bad
either. Of course, Russian science fiction has always been very different -
it was one of the very few ways to say what you wanted to say with only
minimal signal loss and still stay alive :-)

>> Hmm, and I heard people complaining that Lem does not translate well...
>> Personally I thought that Kandel did a very credible job, considering
>> Lem's constant wordgames and general reality/language subversion.
>
>You amaze me!  OK, I am not a Polish speaker, but being Czech/Russian
>bilingual, I managed Solaris in the original, before translations became
>available and later read translations of a lot of his stuff in Czech,
>Russian and English.  They are all recognisably Lem and where I know the
>same book in two different translations, they match pretty well (e.g.
>Golem XIV, Solaris, Star Diaries...).  Not the case with Strugatsky.  I
>know _Roadside Picnic_ and _Hard to Be a God_ in Russian, Czech and
>English.  The originals are spellbinding, the Czech translations are very
>good, but the English translations fail to capture the atmosphere as far
>as I am concerned.

All right, let's do Lem. Unfortunately, I do not know nearly as much about
him as I know about A&BS. I know enough Russian to read A&BD, but not
nearly enough Polish to read Lem, so I'll stick to Kandel's (and others' -
although I have to admit that I like Kandel, his own novels included)
translations. I agree that _Solaris_ (and _Return from the Stars_, for that
matter) are not all that difficult to translate. But when Lem starts
playing with the language (_Eden_) or the reality itself (_The
Futurological Congress_), things get out of hand *real* fast. Even some of
the later _Star Diaries_ can give your average [overworked and underpayed]
translator a headache. How *do* you translate funny/punny acronyms? Being
bilingual, you know what I mean...

Nevertheless, I still say that A&BS will give Lem a run for the money.
E.g., the first sentence in the same _Monday Begins on Saturday_ has no
puns in it: "I was approaching my destination". No problem, right? Or so I
thought until somebody pointed out that it's a quote from Pushkin. Now what
do we do? Add a footnote? :-)

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 22:52:52 GMT
From: mcirvin@scws30.harvard.edu (Mcirvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Strugatsky, Lem, etc... (was Farmer's Nine)

Mike Arnautov <mla1290@ggr.co.uk> wrote:
>Has Kandel written anything of his own?  News to me!  What kind?  What is
>worth looking out for?

He's written a couple of SF novels called _Strange Invasion_ and _Captain
Jack Zodiac_.  I've read the latter; it's a wild, satiric, reality-shifting
piece of SF humor that is amusing in spots, but (IMHO) rather derivative.
The first three-quarters or so are reminiscent of John Sladek, then all
hell breaks loose in an extremely Douglas Adams-like manner, with some
faint whiffs of Lem near the end.

I think he now has some kind of editing job at HBJ.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

From: shsilver@indiana.edu (shsilver)
Newsgroups: rec.arts.sf.written
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE:  Harry Turtledove
Date: 23 May 94 13:35:46 GMT
Sender: nobody@rutgers.edu

To the person who asked what Turtledove is planning, at the same time
Krispos the Emperor was released, he also published (via Baen) a sequel
to Werenight called Prince of the North and a short story called "They'd
Never--" appeared in Esther Friesner's _Alien Pregnant by Elvis_
anthology.  Baen will be re-releasing his A Different Flesh in a few
months.  Turtledove has three short stories scheduled to appear in Jerry
Pournelle anthologies (including the upcoming War World IV anthology). 
There will be three more WorldWar books, the next one being released in
March 1995.  He is working on the Two Georges for Tor with Richard
Dreyfuss (the actor) and more stories set in the Videssos universe.

That's about all I know about.

Steven

------------------------------
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Date: 16 May 94 15:38:47 GMT
From: woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Unions In The Future

I find it difficult to buy into the concept that Earth culture of the
future will have any need for unions. They are an antiquated concept with
little value in our current technological world let alone any usefulness in
the future. No one is forced to go into space to be a dockworker. They
choose to do so and by doing so agree to certain rules and restrictions.
If they don't like it, let them move on somewhere else and get a motivated
employee to replace them. I liked the idea of the Rush act and I would have
preferred to have seen the new workers show up to replace the trouble
makers and have the dissidents carted back to Earth or elsewhere. When
Sinclair gave in to the striking workers, he gave them carte blanche to
repeat their antics and demand further concessions. This set a bad
precedent that can be abused by the workers at a later time. Yes, the fact
that the station had faulty components is important and needs to be fixed,
but that should be an issue separate from any labor negotiations.

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 17:11:39 GMT
From: chu@pit.bear.com (Arnold Chu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BAMN (*spoilers*) review & Metropolis

Jim Shupe (shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com) wrote:
>I found this episode outstanding BECAUSE it dealt with things that
>classical TV SF fails to recognize.  Name me one SF series set in space
>that deals with dock-workers striking... bet you can't.  Anyhow here's a
>kind of review of my thoughts during my viewing.

It is rare.  However, you may recall the Fritz Lang film, 'Metropolis'
which was about nothing BUT workers striking.  If you love SF, you MUST see
this film.  It sets the precedent for dystopic themes and visual imagery up
to today.  Its visual icons recurs time and time again.  The design for the
robot is still unsurpassed today.

A. Chu

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 17:45:25 GMT
From: gloker@tsegw.tse.com (Geoff Loker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: By Any Means Necessary : Comments

kychen@cco.caltech.edu (Kay-Yut Chen) writes:
>The only thing I don't like is that the senate representative is a little
>bit too outwardly evil and too harsh on the workers. I expect if he is
>such an accomplished negotiator, he would be a little more subtle and
>smooth.

Seeing as it was the EA that considered him such an "accomplished
negotiator", I would tend to think that it was because of his ruthlessness
and harshness in negotiations that he was picked.  After all, his main
function seemed to be to enforce the new budget at the expense of the
workers.

It's nice to see a universe where you can't expect anybody (not even the
"Good Guys") to bargain in good faith.

Geoff Loker
gloker@tse.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 22:35:00 GMT
From: clavazzi@nyx.cs.du.edu (The_Doge)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: By Any Means Necessary : Comments

Kay-Yut Chen <kychen@cco.caltech.edu> wrote:
>The only thing I don't like is that the senate representative is a little
>bit too outwardly evil and too harsh on the workers. I expect if he is
>such an accomplished negotiator, he would be a little more subtle and
>smooth.

   That's what I thought at first, too, until the senator's comments to
Sinclair later in the show to the effect that there were those in the
senate who wanted B5 to erupt into violence over the dispute.  Could the
anti-B5 forces have chosen an ineffective "negotiator" deliberately, in an
effort to generate a riot while appearing to be trying to avoid one?
   Sneaky and unprincipled?  Yep.  But I get the impression that the earth
government may be exactly that.
   A good episode, by the way.  I especially liked the fact that both the
primary AND secondary stories were resolved by Sinclair via his Jesuit
training in the deft manipulation of the letter of the law.  Sinclair is
looking like a pretty darned shrewd character these days.

clavazzi@nyx.cs.du.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 10:58:46 GMT
From: am848@yfn.ysu.edu (Ann M. Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Unions In The Future

I'm somewhat inclined to agree that labor unions of the American type won't
exist in the future - they are in decline here now, although women are more
involved which could mean they might become less adversarial and
competitive.  I don't know how European unions are doing, although they are
more political than the union shown in B5.  Plus, they have a different
type of strike (one day shutdowns I believe) rather than endless strikes
which the government has to end (as is sometimes the case in the U.S.)

Still, labor unions arise in response to a need: the exploitation of
workers.  It may be that as colonies were formed, some type of guild/ union
structure was revived to keep the home planet from exploiting them (one
wonders why a revolution among the colonies hasn't occurred if the home
planet is so corrupt).

Ann M. Williams
Saint Joseph College
Connecticut
am848@yfn.ysu.edu
williama@ganesha.sjc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 21:52:47 GMT
From: markl@dvorak.amd.com (Mark Luedtke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Workers of the Worlds, Unite!

I was very impressed with "By Any Means Necessary."  The last several
episodes have had several problems breaking down the suspension of
disbelief, but I thought this episode was believable and consistent
throughout; nobody used a standard TV plot device in place of plotting
consistent with rational characters.

A couple of questions, though:
When will Ivanova physically remove someone from C&C?
Will we have to go without Delenn for this long again?
Will Sinclair's children ever grow up?

Mark Luedtke
markl@dvorak.amd.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 22:16:21 GMT
From: pgf2@news.delphi.com (PGF2@DELPHI.COM)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Unions In The Future

woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper) writes:
>I find it difficult to buy into the concept that Earth culture of the
>future will have any need for unions. They are an antiquated concept with
>little value in our current technological world let alone any usefulness
>in the future. No one is forced to go into space to be a dockworker. They
>choose to do so and by doing so agree to certain rules and restrictions.
>If they don't like it, let them move on somewhere else and get a motivated
>employee to replace them. I liked the idea of the Rush act and I would
>have preferred to have seen the new workers show up to replace the trouble
>makers and have the dissidents carted back to Earth or elsewhere. When
>Sinclair gave in to the striking workers, he gave them carte blanche to
>repeat their antics and demand further concessions. This set a bad
>precedent that can be abused by the workers at a later time. Yes, the fact
>that the station had faulty components is important and needs to be fixed,
>but that should be an issue separate from any labor negotiations.

I find your argument weak. While I intend to write something long about why
the conflict in BAMN grates on me, I find your argument as specious as the
show's. (I don't mean to sound that harsh, Joe. When you see the thing,
you'll understand what I mean). I believe that there won't really be unions
that look like today's unions in the future, but I believe corporations
will be much different as well. Both sides (sides? hmm) would probably be
more inclined to negotiate than strike/try to break the strike but, I'm
getting into the topics of the long essay here. (And as for the government,
what government? Won't the libertarians have won by then? ;-)

Saying "Unions? Give me a break! The employer rules!" is odd in a situation
where I have to suspend disbelief to believe in something like a present
day corporation or government.

And finally, I can see workers striking over safety. It would probably
happen more often today, but I kind of suspect that our unions aren't good
enough.

But more later.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 22:26:49 GMT
From: toddh@garnet.berkeley.edu (Todd Horowitz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Unions In The Future

   I disagree. Unions will be necessary as long as capitalism in its
current form is around. Unions arise when companies exploit their workers,
and companies driven by the need to maximize profit will always be
exploitative. The situation in BAMN was not an unrealistic set-up just to
make you like the workers; it was a perfectly plausible example of
management treating workers as expendable. In a situation like that, the
only way for workers to exert power is to form a union; which is simply a
labor cartel.
   I do agree that by the 23rd century unions will prbably not be around,
because I think that 20th century capitalism will also be dead by then.
Worker buyouts of companies are already accelerating. I suspect that
industrial democracy will be the wave of the future. Our current economic
structures will seem as antiguated in the 23rd century as 17th century
mercantilism is anti- quated now.
   However, JMS is giving us a future which is not drastically different
from the present, and it's a dark future where individual rights appear to
be on the decline and the power of large corporations and "national
security" agencies is on the rise. In such a context, the dockworkers'
strike was inevitable. And I suspect it's not over yet. I'm sure the EA is
determined to squeeze every last credit out of their B5 operations.

Todd

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 02:09:52 GMT
From: sherman@sol1.lrsm.upenn.edu (Bill Sherman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BAMN (*spoilers*) review

>That's funny, my wife's reaction, on seeing how obsessed with the ritual
>happening at the right time, was to make a comparison with Judaism.
>(Which of course would make the Centauri the Egyptians?)  Though the
>ritual sure didn't look Jewish.  Convergent evolution of religion?

   Actually, I was thinking that G'Kar's chanting sounded highly
reminiscent of Jewish davining(praying)/music.  Did it sound like that to
anyone else?  Also, the prayer shawl seemed reminiscent of Judaism too,
come to think of it, but then it also seemed reminiscent of Minbari
religious regalia :-).  (Could the Eggplant of G'Quan be a Narn etrog? :-)

Bill Sherman

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 08:10:32 GMT
From: snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BAMN (*spoilers*) review

>> First thing to pop to mind is that I thoroughly enjoyed seeing G'Kar and
>> his people's religion (sort of reminds me of some oriental belief
>> systems, but hey, we are working from limited experience yes).  I find,
>> throughout
>
>That's funny, my wife's reaction, on seeing how obsessed with the ritual
>happening at the right time, was to make a comparison with Judaism.

Strange. The first thing that sprang to my mind was Islam, for more or less
the reasons you cite for it reminding you of Judaism. I found the ceremony
reminiscent of the Islamic practice of bowing to Mecca by bowing to the
east, even when for many people Mecca is more to the south or north or west
than east. The recognition by ceremony of a certain holy place by people
far from that place is the theme I picked up on.

It's simple, really - you evoke alienness by invoking non-western cultures
and treating them with dignity. What an idea. We're surrounded by aliens on
this very planet, people whose beliefs and values surprise us, frighten us
and challenge us. Why not tap into that? I remember when I went to see the
film version of Michael Crichton's RISING SUN, I was thinking that I would
be seeing beings more alien than any Klingon, stranger than any Ferengi.
Challenge us with echoes from cultures that don't adhere to some of our
basic tenets, instead of trying to build them from within our own culture,
where those tenets are ingrained. We Westerners don't even realize how many
things we assume to be basic - the weight we give to individualism over
communalism, for example, or the weight we give to right over
responsibilty, or dozens of others.

In this political climate it's gutsy to present anything that smacks of the
Arabic or Islam as worthy of respect. Keep it up, Joe! Cull from the world
and keep pulling the rug out from under us.

This show rocks!

Stephen
snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 19:07:51 GMT
From: purple@julian.uwo.ca (Tzoq Mrekazh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Unions In The Future (long)

Andre Molyneux <andrem@pyramid.com> wrote:
>Sinclair needs to make damn sure that the union understands that he took
>the actions he did only because the EA was so flagrantly endangering the
>workers.  This might require him taking a very hard line with them on
>other issues that he would normally let slide.  Let them know that "These
>circumstances were so severe that they justified my actions - don't
>think this gives you a blank check, because I really put my butt out on
>the line for you.  In the future make sure your contract protects you from
>abuses like this, because I won't be able to help you again."

According to the Lurker's Guide to B5 on the Web, the episode "Eyes",
scheduled for about July 13th or so, will involve Sinclair's actions in "By
Any Means" coming back to haunt him.  I wonder if any of this will be in
there... :)

For those who are curious, this fits into the schedule thusly:

 Signs & Portents
 TKO
 Grail
 Eyes.

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 19:29:47 GMT
From: manderse@nmsu.edu (Mark Andersen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Suspicious dock accident

I haven't been following all the threads here _re_ "By Any Means
Necessary", but one thing that occurred to me after watching the show is
this:

Could Londo have somehow set up the dock accident that disabled the Narn
ship, destroyed the G'Quan Eth plant, and killed the younger Del Viento
brother? If not, he was certainly in the right place at the right time,
being the ONLY person on the station with a specimen of the plant. How else
to explain that he apparently knew that he was the subject of the
conversation between G'Kar and Na'Toth, and that he knew what they were
talking about as he stepped into the elevator?

I suspect sabotage. Yet another example of the Centauri penchant for
intrigue and _very patient_ revenge. I wonder if the Narns learned it from
them?

By the way, I believe Sinclair made up both the business about B5 being
exactly 10 ly + 12 light-hours from the Narn homeworld, and about the
"Controlled Substance" status of the botanical specimen in question. 100%
BS all the way. (I just finished grading a stack of finals, so my
BS-o-meter is warmed up and calibrated.) He'd been too busy dealing with
the labor dispute, and just improvised the solution to G'Kar's problem,
possibly on the spot.

Mark Andersen
Department of Fishery and Wildlife Sciences
New Mexico State University	
Las Cruces, NM 88003-0003
manderse@nmsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 21:16:31 GMT
From: tfoote@vlsi39.nasa.gov (Thomas Foote)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Suspicious dock accident

  Londo pointed out that he was saving the plant "for a special occasion",
and since they all watch each other, I'd suspect Londo already knew of
G'Kar's faith and need for the plant. Londo would have known about the
plant being shipped in AND what part of the Narn year it was. After the
accident, it wouldn't be too hard to figure out what G'Kar was fussing
about. A lucky coincidence for Londo.

  I don't think Londo would have sabotaged the dock to cause this. It would
have directly endangered the innocent dock workers, indirectly endangered
himself, and run the risk of having it traced back to him. It would be far
wiser for Londo to prepare for an eventual situation and take advantage of
it when the time comes.

>By the way, I believe Sinclair made up both the business about B5 being
>exactly 10 ly + 12 light-hours from the Narn homeworld, and about the
>"Controlled Substance" status of the botanical specimen in question. 100%
>BS all the way. (I just finished grading a stack of finals, so my
>BS-o-meter is warmed up and calibrated.) He'd been too busy dealing with
>the labor dispute, and just improvised the solution to G'Kar's problem,
>possibly on the spot.

  That 100% BS could (and would) be easily verified by G'Kar, and Sinclair
knows it.  I don't think he would have bluffed G'Kar into an easy solution
to this problem.  Chalk it up to another coincidence.

  (I've seen a few complaints from other people about the 10 ly solution.
Something around a 1/500 chance of happening being too much of a
coincidence to believe in. I think of it like this. I've already suspended
enough belief to allow a 2.5M ton space station with a quater million
people, 30-40 odd alien races, hyperspace jump gates, bio-armor, telepathy,
tachyon transmissions, vicars, and whatever the hell that thing was at
Sigma 957. I'll let the 10 ly solution pass!)
  And besides... Let's suppose the light wasn't due for another 8 months.
The show would have ended without that wonderful ceremony. The thought of
that is far more distressing than the coincidence.)

Tom 

------------------------------
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Date: 20 May 94 15:43:14 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Suspicious dock accident

manderse@nmsu.edu said:
> Could Londo have somehow set up the dock accident that disabled the Narn
> ship, destroyed the G'Quan Eth plant, and killed the younger Del Viento

No.  He could not have known that the ship was going to be rerouted to Bay
8, even if he'd planned out a sabotage it would have been in a different
bay.  Londo would have to be REALLY on top of everything, hacking C&C's
communications AND all the bay controls, in order to know about the
rerouting and then control the relevant bay computer in the few seconds he
had to do it.  Londo?  I'd have a hard time imagining even G'Kar being THAT
on top of things without some buildup, but LONDO?

> the ONLY person on the station with a specimen of the plant. How else to
> explain that he apparently knew that he was the subject of the
> conversation between G'Kar and Na'Toth, and that he knew what they were
> talking about as he stepped into the elevator?

"His people watch me, my people watch him, we all watch each other..."

> By the way, I believe Sinclair made up both the business about B5 being
> exactly 10 ly + 12 light-hours from the Narn homeworld, and about the
> "Controlled

G'Kar would know how far it was from homeworld to the millimeter -
especially if there were a boundary in between.

Frank Perricone
perricone@wsyd.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 02:02:53 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: "By Any Means Necessary"

   An episode where I enjoyed the B story far more than the A story,
although both were handled masterfully.

I.   Acting
II.  Plot
III. Writing
IV.  Graphics and Special Effects
V.   Music and Sound
VI.  Sets and Costuming

I. Sinclair:   Good.  The character is definitely growing on me.

   Ivanova :   Excellent.  Nice scene where she is about to throw
               Londo, G'Kar and that annoying reporter into the brigg.

   Garibaldi:  Excellent.  Great entrance during the above mentioned
               scene. 

   Londo:      Excellent.  Gloating is definitely his strong point.

   G'Kar:      Excellent.  Splendid performance.  The spiritual G'Kar.

   Na'Toth:    Excellent.  Nice cold contrast to G'Kar's spirituality.

   Orin Zento: Good.  Maybe a little bit too mean.

   Connaly:    Average.  Her sob stories grated on my nerves.

   Senator Hidoshi: Excellent.  I'm beginning to really like this
              character. 

   Overall: 8.8

II. The plot was well done to a point.  I wasn't too keen on the resolution
    of the B story simply because it was all too convenient for B5 to be
    just far enough away for G'Kar to be alright within 12 hours.  The A
    story resolution didn't bother me in the least.  Sinclair did what any
    good politician or diplomat would do: twist the intent of the law to
    fit his needs.  I thought that it was a bit convenient for him to be
    able to find the 1.3 million credits needed, but it was believable.
    The best thing about this episode however were the interactions between
    Londo and G'Kar and the interactions between Sinclair and G'Kar.  There
    were some great revealing character moments.

    Overall: 9

III. Other than Connaly's sob stories, the writing was fairly impressive.
     Truly the writer is JMS' better half.  I'm glad to see that
     "repetitionitis" is not contagious.

     Sinclair : "Are you trying to tell me that this is about a flower."

     Garibaldi: "Getting out of my way would be a start."

     Ivanova  : "10,9,8,7,6,5,4,3."

     Londo    : "Consider this a small; a very tiny portion of revenge for
                 what you did to our colony on Raghesh 3 and for my
                 nephew." 

     G'Kar    : "AHH!  I swear I'll kill him with my bare hands.  Sinclair
                 can only kick me off the station.  He might even thank
                 me." 

            or: "Too easy an answer.  We all believe in something greater
                 than ourselves.  Even if it is the blind forces of
                 chance." 

     Na'Toth  : "My father was a follower of G'Neth.  My mother didn't
                 believe in much of anything."

    Overall: 9

IV. The docking sequence was well done as were the scenes with ships in a
    holding pattern outside the station.  Nothing particularly noteworthy.

    Overall: 8.5

V.  I liked G'Kar's chants and the other music was standard fare but
    nonetheless good.

    Overall: 8.5

VI. I loved the meditation chamber scene at the end.  The dockworkers
    clothes looked authentic.  No complaints.

    Overall: 9

    OVERALL: 52.8/6=8.8

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 16:09:09 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Signs And Portents (no spoilers)

You will *NOT* be disappointed by this episode.  My rating is 9.8 - mostly
to reserve some room for other episodes to be better, though I can't think
of anything wrong with this one.
 
LOTS of clues.  I think.  :)
 
Keep your eyes open during the "prophecy" scene (you'll know which one); in
the background on a video screen is a schedule of events, with some
interesting stuff on it.  You don't get to see it all, but don't miss what
you DO get to see.
 
Now pardon me, I have to go watch it again.  :)
 
Frank J. Perricone
perricone@wsyd.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 May 94 22:21:35 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: a B-5 "First"

JMS slipped one in, in "SIGNS AND PORTENTS."   
 
B-5's first "bathroom" scene, done without ado or fanfare.   
 
No special stalls for the methane breathers, alas, but there *is* a special
designator logo outside the door, and a camera pull that might indicate a
relaxation of certain taboos.  Completely unimportant to the scene, which
is concerned with DIALOG, and could have been played anywhere... but fun
when you notice it.

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 03:02:43 GMT
From: behara@mcmail.cis.mcmaster.ca (Max Behara)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Signs and Portents preview (minor spoiler?)

   Heck, how could you not like it? :) Lots of action, made me think of
Battlestar Galactica with all those fighters launching from what pretty
much amounted to carriers.
   Glad to see sexy Delenn back too. 8-) Yeah, I know, post it to
alt.sex.aliens...
   One thing I have to wonder about is where in hell were Beta and Gamma
wings/squadrons? There was an Alpha and a Delta. Do Beta and Gamma exist?
   Nice move by Sinclair...
   Also neat were these mysterious new guys. Did the questioner fight Kosh?
Hmmm... Someone likes the Centauris.

Max Behara

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 04:51:58 GMT
From: ai245@freenet.carleton.ca (Kiyan Azarbar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: !JMS!: Restroom symbol error/oversight?

I couldn't help wondering: the traditional symbol of masculinity (the Mars
symbol) was used to signify a male restroom. It just occurred to me that
this would be far less effective than spelling out RESTROOM in several key
languages. People on B5 are required to be able to communicate in at least
one major B5 language, I'd imagine, so this would be acceptable. My problem
with the symbol is that aliens are far less likely to be able to figure out
what it is. It's hardly one of the first things you would learn while
learning another race's language. G'Kar, I imagine, would be very familiar
with it, of course. ;-) However, the other ambassadors might have no clue,
and as for the hoi polloi, well, they'd be in the dark with a full bladder
(which is not a nice place to be).

A. Kiyan Azarbar
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada  
horizon@pinetree.org
ai245@freenet.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 01:33:06 GMT
From: mvp@netcom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: !JMS!: Restroom symbol error/oversight?

Kiyan Azarbar <ai245@FreeNet.Carleton.CA> wrote:
>... the Mars symbol) was used to signify a male restroom.  My problem with
>the symbol is that aliens are far less likely to be able to figure out
>what it is. It's hardly one of the first things you would learn while
>learning another race's language.

On the contrary, "How are toilets marked" is one of the *very* first things
you learn when you visit an alien culture.

From Robert Heinlein's "Inside Intourist":

   First learn the alphabet, capitals and lower case, printed and
   written.  This alone is half the battle.  You can now find the
   men's roomm (or the ladies' room).  The men's room is marked
   with "M" (for "muzhchen," but think of "M" for "men") and the
   ladies' room is marked with a letter which looks like two
   capital K's, back to back: <Cyrilic "zh" character>.  You are
   now past the greatest crisis confronting a traveler: finding
   the plumbing.

Mike Van Pelt
mvp@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 04:07:00 GMT
From: sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Signs and Portents" -- the NO-spoiler review version

"Signs and Portents" -- 9.5

   Worth waiting for.  The space combat scene is the most complex one so
far.  Very well done!  (Its quality is _definitely_ a "sign" of good things
to come!)  However, it is all of the clues and suggestions of
events-yet-to-be that are the real treasure of this episode.

Mark Andrew Sulkowski

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 04:38:00 GMT
From: sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Signs and Portents" -- SPOILERS!!!

BIGTIME SPOILERS!

   Great episode.  The space combat scene was the best yet!  But it was the
hints of the future of the series that really made this episode work for
me.

Several comments:

   In the opening scene, did anyone notice that when the Starfury exploded
you can see the space-suited pilot's body fly off in one direction?  Cool.

   Did Ladira look like a Bene Gesserit from DUNE or what?  It worked for
me.

   Was it Garibaldi that performed that really great combat maneuver in the
combat with the raiders?  I didn't notice any design on that Starfury.  I
thought his had some sort of simple pattern on it.  Was he assigned a
different bird, or is this just an oversight?

   Should Ivanova's Starfury be called a Czarfury?  :}

   As far as I can tell, there was absolutely no connection between the
raiders and the Shadows.  (Though maybe the raiders were mere pawns.)  Can
anyone prove me wrong?

   The raider mother ship was very well done.  I'm impressed.

   The conflict between Kosh and the Shadowman was telling.  I think an
analogy between them and angels (Vorlons) and demons (Shadowmen) may be in
the works.  What gives me the impression that those two races/entities are
the REAL powers of the galaxy?

   "Babylon will fall!" - greatest line!  Note that "5" is absent in it.

   The Vorlons and the Shadowmen seem to have similar tastes in mega-huge
ships - if THAT is what destroyed the raider ship at the end...  "Monsters
in hyperspace" indeed!  (...from the Universe Today seen in a previous
episode.)

   Minbari know about Shadowmen!  Is Delenn telepathic?  Can she create
illusions with her mind in order to blot out the silver triangle on her
forehead?  Did she see through the Shadowman's illusion?

   What was a woman doing in the men's bathroom area?  Have social taboos
changed?  Was she going to try to use the men's urinals?  :)

   I really liked the scene at the end where Sinclair sees the vision of B5
being destroyed.  After Ladira explained that people's choices determine
the future, the theme music really picked up.  You know, I've never quite
heard that music in quite that way before.  It came across as hopeful, but
kind of sad.  It never occurred to me how appropriate it is to the series.
Well done!

   Overall, a well done episode.  I can't wait for the rest of the
series...

Mark Sulkowski

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 06:55:31 GMT
From: grossman@kaiwan.com (Brad Grossman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Signs And Portents (no spoilers)

I also saw that episode... quite good, perhaps the best yet.  Only real
flaw I see in it is throwing in one plot-line too many and when it was
scheduled.  I mean, this would have been the PERFECT episode to air right
before the summer hiatus but, there is one more after it (this doesn't
matter now, since it looks like the hiatus may last all of 1 month).

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 18:40:25 GMT
From: mmackinn@uoguelph.ca (Mark C Mackinnon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Blatant Humour in B5

   Some of the humour in B5 is VERY different from the humour in other
shows that take themselves seriously.  It almost approaches the level of
the _Naked Gun_.
   I personally don't think that this is a negative thing.  The idea that
B5 is doing things that no other show (other than sit coms) in the way of
comedy shows that it is VERY unconventional.  In particular, I refer to the
scene in "The War Prayer" when Londo is telling Vir about his wives.  After
Londo leaves, Vir looks at the pictures and cringes just as the music hits
a really comedic note.
   I found the scene amazing, 'blowing the lines' of SF and indeed all
serious TV shows.  The fact that JMS et al. are not afraid to do something
different is just one more reason for me to watch.

   Any other opinions on the subject?

Mark MacKinnon
University of Guelph

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 20:10:17 GMT
From: sherman@sol1.lrsm.upenn.edu (Bill Sherman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Garibaldi and Red Shirts

babylon5@solaris.cc.vt.edu writes:
>   The rest I can't comment upon, but for sure I took his name from the
>Italian hero you mention.  	 

   All of a sudden I get the depressing feeling that Garibaldi's days are
numbered.

Bill

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 22:09:33 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Egotistical Producer

   The name of General Netter was stuck in as a tweak to Doug, it's a
tuckerism (for those who know the term).  We've done it a bit here and
there; I kind of started shutting the process down after a while, since it
was getting carried away.  I don't want it to be obtrusive.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 22:14:38 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Blatant Humour in B5

   For as long as I've been writing, I've had a very simple belief that
comes across with B5 as well: try to get in one really great action moment,
minimum one real nice character moment, one solid dramatic moment...and one
moment or scene that's fall-down funny.
 
   I like humor.  I like that characters can show another side of
themselves.  If there is any real test of sentience, one of them must
surely be the possession of a sense of humor, since it requires self
reflection.  And there is always unintentional (on the part of the
character, at least) humor.
 
   SF-TV has generally taken itself either too seriously, with rods up
butts, the humor forced...or it's not taken itself seriously at ALL, and
gone campy.  This show takes itself seriously, but not in quite a way that
lets it fit in either category.
 
   For me, as a viewer, I enjoy the shows that are roller-coasters, that
take you from something very funny...and slam you headfirst into a very
dramatic scene.  Hill Street was like that, Picket Fences is like that
now...why not SF?  I've also found that humor can help you reveal things
about the characters.  The Londo/G'Kar scene at the elevator in "Signs and
Portents," for instance.  It says something about both of them without
coming out and *saying* it.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 00:08:25 GMT
From: dzhines@kimbark.uchicago.edu (David Hines)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blatant Humour in B5

mmackinn@uoguelph.ca (Mark C Mackinnon) writes:
>In particular, I refer to the scene in "The War Prayer" when Londo is
>telling Vir about his wives.  After Londo leaves, Vir looks at the
>pictures and cringes just as the music hits a really comedic note.

That moment was pretty funny, but I think that, in general, Franke's music
is annoying when he tries to compose to comic scenes. "The War Prayer" has
a great example of Franke's music absolutely *blowing* what was a beautiful
comedic moment.

The two Centauri lovers have an audience with Londo, and he's trying to
convince them to agree to their pre-arranged marriages rather than keep
running. To do so, he delivers an oration on the *nobility* of the Centauri
race, the importance of tradition - and Franke's music is wonderfully
inspiring, as if the scene is played as a straight oratory. I was laughing
hysterically.

And then Londo's speech ended... and the music did a comedic "wink."  You
know, one of those little bits which informs the audience "that was funny."
They're often found in 1950s sitcoms (watch "Leave it to Beaver" for an
example), and that's where they should stay.

>   I found the scene amazing, 'blowing the lines' of SF and indeed all
>serious TV shows.

It's called "comic relief." It's nothing new.

>The fact that JMS et al. are not afraid to do something different is just
>one more reason for me to watch.

Yes, some of the comedy is very funny. Unfortunately, sometimes the drama
is too. Thankfully, that's changing (if the more recent episodes have been
any indication).

David Hines
dzhines@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 17 May 94 00:14:01 GMT
From: rosalindb@aol.com (RosalindB)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Women on ST, B5 are perfect

  Now that I think about it, all the women on ST and B5 are "perfect"
looking.  I said this once before on a Trek board, I waited 7 seasons to
see a woman who wasn't a size 6 on the show. The only one was Worf's
mother.  Now thinking about B5, I see the same thing may happen. Mind you,
this is not a major quibble of mine. I like the show for the stories first
and foremost.  

Rosalind B

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 02:28:20 GMT
From: root@jumpgate.ubc.ca (Mike Montour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blatant Humour in B5

mmackinn@uoguelph.ca (Mark C Mackinnon) writes:
> that B5 is doing things that no other show (other than sitcoms) in the
> way of comedy shows that it is VERY unconventional.  In particular, I
> refer to the scene in "The War Prayer" when Londo is telling Vir about
> his wives.  After Londo leaves, Vir looks at the pictures and cringes
> just as the music hits a really comedic note.

It's good, but it's not unique.  The other show (Star Trek: They're Nearly
Gone) also has a lot of funny stuff like that thrown in (mostly involving
Data and Worf).  Even "serious" movies like Terminator 2 have plenty of
laughs.

[Added after seeing "Signs and Portents"]

However, the Londo/G'Kar scene at the elevator is great!

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 02:36:59 GMT
From: mcriley@bix.com (mcriley on BIX)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Women on ST, B5 are perfect

>  I'm still waiting for B5/Trek to cast a pencil neck geek as an
>engineer/officer. Damnit, I'm getting tired of all these handsome people
>in high positions!

You forget 'Barkley', aka Broccoli.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 02:56:54 GMT
From: slclark@flagstaff.princeton.edu (Sarah Louise Clark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Crazy Metaphors

One thing that keeps my friends and I groaning as we watch episodes of B5
... the metaphors.  Are we the only ones who notice?  Also, who comes up
with these things?

Examples:

"As serious as a rip in a spacesuit"

"As much trouble as a toilet full of snakes"

"You look like you've just made love/had sex (?) with a meteor shower."

There's one more that we laugh at, too.  Granted, you need metaphors that
revolve around space life, but I know I would never be able to say these
lines without a cracking up.

Sarah
Chemical Engineering Dept.
slclark@flagstaff.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 03:04:17 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Women on ST, B5 are perfect

     I don't know...I didn't think of Dr. Hernandez in "Believers" as a
typical model-looking woman.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 03:04:21 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Signs and Portents" -- SPOILE

   Re: the theme music at the end of "Signs," I think it was me (but I
could be mistaken) who suggested to Chris, our composer, that he use the
theme, but in *minor chords* rather than major chords.  Makes it very sad,
and very effective.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 07:33:39 GMT
From: koreth@spud.hyperion.com (Steven Grimm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blatant Humour in B5

straczynski@genie.geis.com writes:
(Tiny spoiler for "Signs and Portents")
>   SF-TV has generally taken itself either too seriously, with rods up
>butts, the humor forced...or it's not taken itself seriously at ALL, and
>gone campy.  This show takes itself seriously, but not in quite a way that
>lets it fit in either category.
>
>The Londo/G'Kar scene at the elevator in "Signs and Portents," for
>instance.  It says something about both of them without coming out and
>*saying* it.

Perhaps I'll get flamed for this, but I thought that scene contained a
perfect example of forced humor, namely the two of them speaking at the
same time and stalking off.  Up until that point, the scene worked for me;
I was getting a good chuckle out of watching the poor fellow trapped
between the two of them.  If the scene had ended there, perhaps by
following the extra into the elevator and showing him sigh in relief as the
doors closed on G'Kar and Londo, it would have left me smiling.  But
instead, it felt like comic relief rather than a funny scene.

Luckily, that was the low point of the episode, the rest of which I liked a
lot (I rated it 9.0 in the poll.)  Keep those "WHAM" episodes coming!

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 09:36:06 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Signs and Portents" (*Speculation*)

   WOW!  Great episode.  Very arc-related.

   I think I've pieced together just about everything concerning this
episode and how it relates to the arc.

   The facts:

1. The Shadowmen are here.
2. The Shadowmen killed Lord Kiro and have given "The Eye" to Molari.
3. Delenn and Kosh know them for what they are. 
4. Delenn can "see" them and sense their presence.
5. The Raiders are pretty much finished.

   Major Speculation follows about the episode:

1. Kosh was away on important business.
2. Kosh wishes to "protect" humanity from the Shadowmen.
   To him the Centauri and Narn are useless "dying people", we humans 
   are not.  "Leave, they are not for you."
3. The Centauri under Emperor Molari are about to become a major
   headache for the other races.  In particular the Narn.

   Major Speculation about the story arc:

   During the Battle of the Line, the Minbari Grey Council decided to find
out what the "black presence" on Earth might be.  Something foul has
tainted Earth.  UFO's have been coming to Earth regularly for the past
while.  The Shadowmen have been snatching up humans and altering them.
Placing "holes" in their minds for whatever reason.  The Minbari Grey
Council decides that while they are nuking the humans for their
"transgressions" (unprovoked hostility) they may as well examine the next
human with a "hole" in his mind that they come across.  Sinclair's the next
guy they meet.  At some point in his life, Sinclair has been abducted and
experimented on by the Shadowmen.  They have planted a "hole" in his mind
and the Minbari have found this out.  They program Sinclair and send him on
his merry way.

   The Grey Council says to the Wind Swords: "Hey look, these humans have
been "tampered" with by this super powerful race that we call the
Shadowmen.  We'd better stop killing humans because even with our Vorlon
pals helping us, we're going to need all the help we can get to destroy the
Shadowmen.  Besides, if we team up with the humans and the Vorlons we'll be
a threesome and we all know that 3's a good number.  If the humans find out
too early though, the jig's up.  We can't let them find out that we're
going to be using them as cannon-fodder shock troops.  If Sinclair finds
out the truth, then kill him.  The only reason we need him around is so
that B5 is run the way we want it to be run since we programmed him to
think we're this super-benevolent "honorable" race.  The B5 project will
allow us to exert our influence on the humans in a subtle fassion."

   The Wind Swords say to the Grey Council: " I don't like it.  We should
nuke the humans while we have the chance and team up with the Shadowmen to
get rid of those pesky Vorlons.  They own too much galactic space as it is.
I don't care how dangerous you think the Shadowmen are.  All the more
reason to ally ourselves with them."

   The Grey Council to the Wind Swords: "Screw you.  We run the show around
here.  We're doing what we said we were going to do."

   The Wind Swords: " You'll never convince the Vorlons that the humans are
worth the effort of saving."

   The Grey Council: "The humans are more determined than you give them
credit for.  If they persist in trying to enlist the Vorlons in the B5
project the Vorlons will begin to see that the humans actually do care
about peace and aren't just another petty war-mongering race like the
Centauri or Narns."

   The Wind Swords: " One screw up and the humans are history.  The Vorlons
aren't going to tolerate any nonsense."

   And so the Wind Swords arrange to frame Sinclair for the murder of
Ambassador Kosh.  After all the assasin did say that the attempted murder
of Kosh was because Sinclair has a "hole" in his mind.  What better way to
get on the Shadowmen's good side than by starting an Earth/Vorlon (probably
very short) war.  The Shadowmen just feed on death and destruction.  They
were just going to use humans to stir things up a little.  Maybe the
captain of the ship who started the Earth/Minbari war was under the
influence of the Shadowmen.  Besides, if the Vorlons just nuke B5, then no
more "intergalactic peace".

   These are my thoughts on the arc.  I'm probably wrong on a lot of it,
but the part I think I'm almost certainly right about is that the Shadowmen
and the Minbari Grey Council/Vorlons are at odds.  The Earth Alliance is
caught in the middle.  The Grey Council has religious reasons for wanting
us a alive fighting the Shadowmen and the Vorlons likely have more
practical reasons.  Who knows, the Shadowmen may indeed be the "dark"
counterpart to a Vorlon.

   Whatever the Shadowmen are they are not omniscient or omnipotent, just
extremely powerful.  JMS said he didn't like that sort of thing.  And
besides, if you're all-powerful you pretty much do as you please anyway.
Not much room for stories there.

   What do all you speculators think.  I've already found "holes" in what
I've written and I haven't finished my post yet. :)
 
   There is a hole in your arc speculation... :)

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 10:38:39 GMT
From: am848@yfn.ysu.edu (Ann M. Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Women are perfect?

I think the new doctor on B5 isn't a "perfect" looking woman for those who
prefer character actresses.  I thought she was an interesting choice.  I
look forward to seeing her again.

Ann M. Williams
Circulation Supervisor
Saint Joseph College
Connecticut
am848@yfn.ysu.edu
williama@ganesha.sjc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 14:49:40 GMT
From: gloker@tsegw.tse.com (Geoff Loker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Signs and Portents (Spoilers)

I'll try to keep spoilers to a minimum.  ^L following:

Joe, I get this nasty feeling that you are going to make me love you and
hate you, if some of the hints contained in this episode are any
indication.  The show is great, and I would certainly hate to see Lady
<mumble>'s vision come true, especially since it concerns people that you
are getting me to care about.  Keep up the good work, though.  I may not
care for what is at the end of the ride (or maybe I will), but the ride
itself is sure fun.

Now a couple of questions for anyone who will answer/speculate:

In Lady <mumble>'s "audio vision" of the future of B5, did anyone recognize
any of the voices?  Especially the person shouting out "Destruct!"  I would
swear that that was Garibaldi, but I'm not 100% sure.

A related question that Joe might be ablt to answer without giving too much
away: Who on board of B5 would have the authority to destruct the station?

Although we didn't get too good a view of the Shadowmen's ship, how
possible is it that they are G'kar's aliens (from when he told the ant
story to Catherine)?

Geoff Loker
gloker@tse.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 15:55:49 GMT
From: ZENF@uvvm.uvic.ca (Zen Faulkes!)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Signs & Portents / Mike & Jeff

   Well, it's now official. Some people at Paramount have had their asses
kicked - *hard*.

   "Signs and Portents" is terrific.

   I'm still amazed at the fact that the B5 pilot was so singularly
uninspiring to me (and to lots of other people I've talked to) and *then*
to see the steady improvement episode after episode to the point where I
was literally on the edge of my seat watching "Signs and Portents." That
hasn't happened to me in a long time. There's a sense of sweep and breadth
in this storyline. I can only think of one other show that's managed to do
story arcs with the same sense of scope, and that's "Blake's 7" (does
anyone else familiar with both shows agree with me? or am I
hallucinating?).

   The dialogue felt more natural than in previous scripts by JMS (sorry,
JMS, but sometimes people sounded too much like they were talking in an old
movie in earlier episodes). The B5 engine took a while to warm up, but it's
running at full throttle now.

   No spoilers here... I'm sure that there'll be lots of speculation about
all the stuff that happens in this episode (and there's a *lot*; it's a
very complicated script). When I'm enjoying something this much, I'm just
happy to sit back and enjoy the ride. :)

   One thing I do want to mention: I'm really enjoying watching the
relationship between Mike and Jeff. There's a real sense that these two
people are *old* friends with a long shared history. I've been racking my
brains to think of whether we've seen any similar sort of relationship in
genre TV, and I keep coming up blank. I think this may be the first
friendship between two guys that has honestly felt like a friendship
(instead of a respectful, friendly relationship at work). What's even more
impressive is that this has been brought out so strongly without using any
silly "male bonding" scenes like playing poker or getting in a fight or
getting drunk or... well, you get the idea. "Chemistry" is a term normally
applied to male-female teams on TV, but there's very definitely chemistry
between Doyle and O'Hare - it's just a slightly more subtle form.

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 17:48:11 GMT
From: clavazzi@nyx.cs.du.edu (The_Doge)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Women on ST, B5 are perfect

RosalindB <rosalindb@aol.com> wrote:
>Now that I think about it, all the women on ST and B5 are "perfect"
>looking.  I said this once before on a Trek board, I waited 7 seasons to
>see a woman who wasn't a size 6 on the show. The only one was Worf's
>mother.

   And not just the women, either.  This seems to be typical of American TV
and film in general; all the major roles inevitably go to actors who are
conventionally good-looking.  It's only in the British imports (such as
"Doctor Who" or "Red Dwarf" in the SF genre) where one sees actors who look
like...well..real people!  >:-)> If "Doctor Who" had been an American show,
for example, Tom Baker or William Hartnell wouldn't have had a snowball's
chance on the Klingon Homeworld of getting the lead role.  

>Now thinking about B5, I see the same thing may happen. Mind you, this is
>not a major quibble of mine. I like the show for the stories first and
>foremost.

   We may be expecting too much of a domestic product if we ask it to break
out of this mold, although I agree that it would be nice if it could be
done.

clavazzi@nyx.cs.du.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 23:37:50 GMT
From: msforza@sobeco.com (m.sforza)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A FIRST FOR SciFi!! Signs & Portents (Minor Spoiler)

Greetings!

   In the episode Signs&Portents (S&P) we see a science fiction first.
Towards the end of the episode
   Cmdr Sinclair and Garibaldi are discussing what's just happened while at
the URINAL!  ALRIGHT!!!  Nice touch of realism.  Finally a show which
acknowledges the call of nature.  In TNG I believe they have their waste
beamed out of them directly into space.

I almost missed it and had to rewind the tape to believe it.

Great Episode!

Mike 

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 01:02:23 GMT
From: kenney@netcom.com (Kevin Kenney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Women on ST, B5 are perfect

   One of Paramounts reps said at a recent con (paraphrased):

"We're looking for a beautiful woman to captain ST: Voyager.  Remember that
in the 23rd century there is no prejudice so women can be captains."

If I had been there, I'd probably have been lynched before managing to
explain why I couldn't stop laughing.  (To avoid flames: "but she has to be
beautiful, right?  ain't that prejudice?")

Some balance needs to be struck with the necessities of the medium.  DS9
missed it (I was shocked when Dax and Kira wore something besides de-sexing
uniforms), but Bab5 seems to have more balance.  Most of the women on Bab5
aren't the stereotypic Playboy or supermodel types, but they all look
wonderful anyway.  I think their strength and confidence builds this
impression.  Still, I will pick up the next issue of Femme Fatales (one of
Cinefantastic's progeny) for their "Women of Babylon 5" article.

Have fun... 

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 08:25:15 GMT
From: manny@sam-and-max.mit.edu (Chris Belestrero)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 Comic Book Announced

I apologize if this already came over the B5 wire, but I hadn't seen it
announced to the newsgroup yet.

tyg@netcom.com (Tom Galloway) writes:
>And, according to Joe Straczynski and Peter David, also on GEnie, DC will
>be doing a Babylon 5 comic, starting up about November with the start of
>B5's second season. It'll be done as arcs by various creative teams,
>including one by Peter. It'll be integrated pretty tightly with the tv
>series; the comic will casually mention things that happened in the
>series, and the series will mention things from the comic happening
>offstage.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

            Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
	    Books - Allen (2 msgs) & Keith Anderson & Asimov &
                    Baudino (2 msgs) & Baxter (3 msgs) & Bova &
                    Boyett & Brunner (3 msgs) & Brust & Hugh Cook

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Wed, 1 Jun 94 08:40:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Mail requesting to be added or removed from the distribution list that is
sent to any other address will NOT be acted upon.

Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field or to the address specified in the
"From:" field.  Error messages that are directed to the "Reply-To:" address
may cause your subscription to be cancelled.  Sorry, but that's the way it
is.

Submissions for the digest are to be sent to the appropriate address from
the list given below.  Please also read the file "SFLOVERS.POLICY" in the
archives.

       Topic				Address
       -----				-------

       Written SF			sf-lovers-written@rutgers.edu
       Sf on Television			sf-lovers-tv@rutgers.edu
       Babylon 5 Discussions            sf-lovers-babylon5@rutgers.edu
       Sf Films				sf-lovers-movies@rutgers.edu
       General discussions that don't
         fit specifically in the other
         topic headings 		sf-lovers-misc@rutgers.edu

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 20:44:03 GMT
From: hearn@claris.com (Bob Hearn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Shattered Sphere: when?

This is the sequel to _The_Ring_of_Charon_, by Roger MacBride Allen.
Someone posted here a while back that it was due out in April.  I'm still
waiting.

Has anyone heard anything recently?

Bob Hearn
hearn@claris.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 21:55:42 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Shattered Sphere: when?

hearn@claris.com (Bob Hearn) writes:
>This is the sequel to _The_Ring_of_Charon_, by Roger MacBride Allen.
>Someone posted here a while back that it was due out in April.  I'm still
>waiting.

I don't know where April came from.  THE SHATTERED SPHERE is a July
hardcover.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 22:19:14 GMT
From: lozinski@netcom.com (Stud-Muffin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Is this released yet?

Has the volume `Dark Apprentice' in the Jedi Academy trilogy by Kevin
Anderson been released yet?

Anyone know what the basic gist of this volume is going to be?

Also, is Admiral Daala going to be killed like every other bad guy?

When will some people from the rebellion finally get killed?

lozinski@csugrad.cs.vt.edu
lozinski@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 13:50:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Series Based On Foundation Novels?

>Does anyone have any information concerning a series of books based upon
>(on or about) Isaac Asimov's Foundation Novels?

There is _Foundation's Friends_, edited by Martin H. Greenberg, and
published while Asimov was still alive, so presumably with his blessing.
In it there are several robot stories, a couple of Foundation stories, a
Black Widowers story, and a sequel to "The Dead Past."  The overall quality
was surprisingly good, but still the only re-readable one was Orson Scott
Card's "The Originist" (which can also be found in _Maps in a Mirror_).

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 18:41:20 GMT
From: g87g4153@giraffe.ru.ac.za (DM GORDON)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gael Baudino (sp?)& meta-fantasy

I recently read what purports to be the first of the "Dragonsword Trilogy"
by Gael Baudino and gave been unable to find the rest of the series.  I
would appreciate it if anyone could tell me the titles of these books, and
whether she has written anything else.

What is interesting about the first book is that it seems to be, at least
in part, a meta-fantasy.  I am curious as to whether any other authors have
written meta-fantasy concerned with the heroic fantasy formula, as opposed
to more "literary" meta-fantasies .  Crowley's Aegypt, for instance, is
superb, but is not concerned with fantasy as formula, whereas Baudino seems
to be partially concerned with making overt reference to the creative
process, as it relates to formulaic fantasy, and the conventions of the
formula.

Answers via e-mail would be preferred.

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 04:01:54 GMT
From: dani@telerama.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gael Baudino (sp?)& meta-fantasy

DM GORDON <g87g4153@giraffe.ru.ac.za> wrote:
>I recently read what purports to be the first of the "Dragonsword Trilogy"
>by Gael Baudino and gave been unable to find the rest of the series.  I
>would appreciate it if anyone could tell me the titles of these books, and
>whether she has written anything else.

"Dragonsword" is followed by "Duel of Dragons" and "Dragon Death".  Don't
read them unless you Really Liked the first book.  Baudino has also written
"Strands of Starlight" and a number of similarly-titled sequels (bad
Christian humans and good Pagan elves in a medievaloid context) which I'd
also avoid.  And she's written "Gossamer Axe", which is excellent, and is
the reason I slogged through her other books.

>What is interesting about the first book is that it seems to be, at least
>in part, a meta-fantasy.  I am curious as to whether any other authors
>have written meta-fantasy concerned with the heroic fantasy formula, as
>opposed to more "literary" meta-fantasies .

I'm not sure what you intend by this distinction.  Do Crowley's "Little
Big" and "Engine Summer", Holdstock's "Mythogo Wood" series, and their ilk
not count because their scope isn't small enough?

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
dani@telerama.lm.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 06:51:07 GMT
From: dstein@oak.math.ucla.edu (David Stein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Logic Pool_ by Stephen Baxter

Has anyone read the short story _Logic Pool_ published recently in the
_Asimov's_ magazine?  If so, did the story make (any) sense to you?

David

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 13:41:08 GMT
From: avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com (Al von Ruff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Logic Pool_ by Stephen Baxter

dstein@oak.math.ucla.edu (David Stein) writes:
>Has anyone read the short story _Logic Pool_ published recently in the
>_Asimov's_ magazine?  If so, did the story make (any) sense to you?

I was pretty disappointed with the story after the hype in the previous
issue, and I'm not sure that there was much to make sense of.  A great deal
of the story consisted mostly of unexplained technobable, which is
perplexing, since Stephen Baxter is being promoted as a serious British
hard SF writer. One example of technobable from the story:

   Then she ran a fingertip around an arc of the disc's cloudy
   circumference. "There's no definite edge to this. The interior
   is a lattice of buckytubes -- carbon -- laced with iron
   nuclei.  I think it's some sort of datastore. The buckytube
   lattice is being extended by nanobees, all around the
   circumference." She considered. "Nanobees with fusion-pulse
   jaws ..."

There is never an explanation of buckytubes, nanobees, the relevance of the
iron nuclei, or 'fusion-pulse jaws'. I could guess that the buckytubes are
a topological variant on buckyballs, and that the nanobees are some sort of
vague nanotechnology, and that the iron nuclei creates a ferrite substitute
similar to old fashioned core memory, but I'm clueless on the 'jaws'.  It
was also fascinating that this woman could touch the disc and figure out
the atomic structure and composition of the material. She must have had
incredible eyesight to see the iron nuclei.

All of which is too bad, since the story marred what I thought was probably
the best issue of _Asimov's this year.

Al von Ruff
Motorola Microcomputer Division
Urbana Design Center
1101 East University Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801 USA
avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 15:52:50 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Logic Pool_ by Stephen Baxter

Al von Ruff@urbana.mcd.m writes:
> A great deal of the story consisted mostly of unexplained technobable,
> which is perplexing, since Stephen Baxter is being promoted as a serious
> British hard SF writer.  [...]  There is never an explanation of
> buckytubes, nanobees, the relevance of the iron nuclei, or 'fusion-pulse
> jaws'. I could guess that the buckytubes are a topological variant on
> buckyballs,

Yes, buckytubes are a real concept, and I'm pretty sure we've managed to
make some (maybe not very long ones.)

The rest I'm willing to let slide or rather, I would be if the rest of the
story was any good. (Which it wasn't.) I approve of throwing in words which
evoke the background of the story without having some character go into a
ten-minute spiel about the technology of the time.

The *reason* I'm willing to do this is because the background is just
background; the story is about people. If it's a technically-oriented
story, in which thinking about the technology is something the character
have to do a lot, the author will add details. But in this story, that was
irrelevant. The high-level behavior of the system was what the story was
about.

That said, I'll add that I've read two novels by Baxter plus this short
story, and they were all unrelievedly boring.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 20:30:32 GMT
From: mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk (Saint Erroneous)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ben Bova "MARS"

Saying Mars has excellent characters is a little like saying...

...words fail me.

I enjoyed Mars despite myself. I started it and thought "Oh dear. This
isn't very good is it?" and by the time I finished it I was still thinking
"Oh dear. This isn't very good is it?" I still read the whole thing, and
enjoyed the experience. I'm not sure way - latent sado-masochism, I think.

Some of the characters were ok. I think Bova suffers from similar problems
as Asimov did - that is, he has some great ideas but his execution is a
little lacking.

Having an Amerindian main character was, IMHO, quite a nice idea. It just
came across as being trite and pc. He (tried to) flesh the character out
nicely - the family history and background were nicely thought up, but felt
to me as if they'd been plucked out of a sociology paper.

Hey, there's a nasty horrible Facist Scientist and he's Austrian. 
Couldn't be American, obviously... 

The English doctor really took the biscuit. Believe it or not, not _all_
people from England are stuck up, pretentious, insecure, imcompetent
bastards. Really we're not.

The whole book felt very rushed towards the end - all the loose ends nicely
tied up. Except, of course, the screamingly obvious opening for "Mars 2"

The last line _should_ have read:

"Mars waits for us: and so does the sequel..."

Really, Ben? Does it? You surprise me...

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 14:33:47 GMT
From: ffruit@usr.com (Fran Fruit)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sequel to Architect of Sleep?

Just read "The Madonna of Port Lligat" by Steven R. Boyett in the June
Asimov's. This is the first I've heard of him since I finished "Architect."

What happened? The book left me, the hero and his raccoonoid buddy
stranded, waiting for the big tide. Did I get a defective copy? Is there a
sequel?

I've been haunting the "B" aisle of bookstores ever since, and haven't
found a thing by him!

Can anybody fill me in? Please reply by post or Email.

Thanks.

Fran Fruit
ffruit@usr.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 19:06:01 GMT
From: ts61822@aol.com (TS61822)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Brunner

spiker@rice-chex.ai.mit.edu (Spike R. MacPhee) writes:
>Yes, I agree.  Brunner was asked in an interview "Do you write these books
>[Stand On Zanzibar, Jagged Orbit, Sheep Look Up, & Shockwave Rider - his
>nearfuture Earth trends books] because you think they'll become true?"
>"No, no!  I write them in the hopes that they *won't* become true!" [with
>the implication that if enough people read them and changed their actions
>as a result...]

The ending certainly blew me away. I was stunned when I finished the book a
few weks ago. It still staggers me. I find the novel numbing in a sense
because he never really lets up at all. You come to care about the
characters (like the UN doctor) and then Brunner just keeps hammering away
at you pg. 1 to the end.

I look at the stuff happening in Rwanda. Dumping dead bodies in the river,
polluting it. The camps a mile long of refugees starving, and it is just
like the start of the book.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 06:48:50 GMT
From: kruhle@netcom.com (Kristin Ruhle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Brunner

It's been awhile since I read it but it sure scared the shit out of me,
with many of the concepts uncannily prophetic (eco-terrorists for
instance.) I heard some were based on things that came out in the
scientific literature - do you know what they were? "No-pest Strip" bug
killers containing a cholinesterase inhibiting ingredient that acted
similar to the military nerve gas Sarin - was that it? they discovered that
it was dangerous to some humans who were sensitive to it. Also, the
military experimentation with LSD - the extent of which I don't think had
been revealed yet as of when the book was written.  It came out in the 70s
with the hearings... Scary.

I really like _Stand On Zanzibar_, btw. It's the literary equivalent of
channel surfing. Anticipates CNN and MTV....

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 21:52:59 GMT
From: bobm@ingres.com (Bob McQueer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Brunner

Try "The Jagged Orbit" as well - one gets that same "uncannily prophetic"
feeling from it, concerning race relations and violence in society.  It is
an often overlooked novel in the Brunner "dystopian" set, and is quite
good.  As someone else on this thread has pointed out, these novels didn't
require an astonishing act of prophecy on Brunner's part - just thorough
research, careful extrapolation, and application of his considerable craft
as a writer.  Such works as Rachel Carson's "Silent Spring" came years
before Brunner wrote his stuff.

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 21:43:04 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Steven Brust:The Phoenix Guards

Steven Brust: The Phoenix Guards

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

It's not absolutely necessary to have read _The Three Musketeers_ before
reading this book, but it would certainly help.  Likewise with Brust's
previous Vlad Taltos series of books.

The book takes place in Dragaera a while before the Interregnum, the time
of chaos just ended in the Vlad Taltos books.  Dragaeran lifespans being
what they are, there's at least one character in common, and also the
parents of others.

The ostensible 'writer' of the book is Paarfi, a post-Interregnum historian
whom Brust deliberately writes in the style of Dumas, or rather of Dumas's
translators.  He is almost another character in his own right.  One might
get a bit impatient with his style, but others will probably find it
delightful.  (The Author's Note at the end he writes about Brust is nothing
short of hilarious.)

Like in Dumas, the action rarely slows down.  Before they go on the mission
that takes up the bulk of the book, things get a bit slow as we spend time
showing what the villains are up to, but after that it takes off and
continues flying.

This is the first of a planned trilogy, the other two books also intended
to parallel Musketeer books - _Five Hundred Years After_, now out in
paperback, and the still-forthcoming _The Viscount of Adrilankha_.  A
departure from the down-to-earth style of the Vlad Taltos books, that just
shows how versatile Brust is as a writer.

Author:     Brust, Steven
Title:      The Phoenix Guards
Publisher:  Tor
City:       New York
Date:       August 1991
Order Info: ISBN 0-812-50689-8
Pages:      491pp
Series:     Phoenix Guards
Volume:     Book 1
Comments:   Paperback, USD4.99, CAD5.99

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 94 21:46:04 GMT
From: vamos@enuxsa.eas.asu.edu (Vernon E Amos)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Books by Hugh Cook?

   Does anyone out there in netland know if Hugh Cook, who wrote all the
'Chronicles of an Age of Darkness' series, has started/done any other
stuff?.

   I love his work. Got all 10 of the 'darkness' series.

   Thanks in advance.

Vernon

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Card (9 msgs) & Cherryh (6 msgs) &
                        Michael G. Coney (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 06:18:02 GMT
From: peterd38@aol.com (PeterD38)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: ender's game

Rick.Moen@f1008.n916.z8.rbbs-net.ORG (Rick Moen) writes:
> I just picked up and read Orson Scott Card's "Ender's Game" last
> Wednesday.  It was awesome.  I had to run out and buy the next two the
> following day.  I just finished "Xenocide" yesterday.  I enjoyed all
> three books immensely, but I did not that the third didn't seem as
> enjoyable as the first two.
>
> How is Card's other work in comparison to these?  What should I read
> next?

You started out with what I think most people would agreee is Card's best
series (with the possible exception of Alvin Maker.  Nevertheless, I've
never read a Card book I didn't like, and wouldn't recommend. That includes
two non-sf books that understandably haven't been mentioned much here,
Saints, and Lost Boys. If I had to pick one Card book to stay away from it
would probably be Hart's Hope.

Peter Durkee
PeterD38@aol.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 06:45:58 GMT
From: M.J.Jennings@amtp.cam.ac.uk (Michael Jennings)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: ender's game

   In fact in my opinion you picked out what I think is Card's best book.
Frankly I don't think there are many science fiction novels written by
anyone to compare with it. I personally don't think that either of the
sequels are nearly as good (although opinion is divided on this: some
prefer _Speaker for the Dead_ although practically nobody prefers
_Xenocide_.

peterd38@aol.com (PeterD38) writes:
> Nevertheless, I've never read a Card book I didn't like, and wouldn't
> recommend. That includes two non-sf books that understandably haven't
> been mentioned much here, Saints, and Lost Boys. If I had to pick one
> Card book to stay away from it would probably be Hart's Hope.

   I like Hart's Hope a great deal. It is a fantasy novel that is much
grittier and darker than most of the dross published in the genre nowadays.
My least favourite of his novels (that I have read) is probably _Wyrms_.

Michael Jennings
Department of Applied Mathematics and Theoretical Physics
The University of Cambridge
mjj12@damtp.cambridge.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 04:40:46 GMT
From: 71443.1447@compuserve.com (David E Romm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: ender's game

I've read virtually all the extant Card (I think it's everything except
Xenocide and the early versions of the stuff he rewrote; but I may be
behind a book or two).  While Ender's Game and Speaker For The Dead are
great, my favorite of his works is Songmaster.

I wasn't all that fond of Hart's Hope, but if I were to pick one to stay
away from it would be Wyrms.

Also, I recommend that you read the first two Alvin Maker books together.

And if you can get an audio tape of his oratory, 'Humanists' Revival
Meeting' (or something like that), you will be well rewarded.

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 19:52:19 GMT
From: hansenj@wpgate1.wpafb.af.mil (John Hansen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card: ender's game

I'd have to agree with those who've responded so far.  Try the book "The
Worthing Saga" (?) for a pretty good book.  Definitely get "Seventh Son",
"Red Prophet", and "Prentice Alvin".  Try his Homecoming series, which
currently has 3 published (of 6?): "Memory of Earth", "Call of Earth",
"Ships of Earth".  Skip "Wyrms" unless you like the thought of a little
girl being impregnated by a monstrous creature (blech!).  Look on AOL for
manuscript copies of two more Homecoming novels: "Earthfall" and "People of
Earth".  "Lost Boys" is a good "horror" novel.  "Saints" is a good
"historical fiction" novel.  Lots of books to choose from, eh?

John C. Hansen
hansenj@wpgate1.wpafb.af.mil

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 00:03:48 GMT
From: RAH12@psuvm.psu.edu (Roger A. Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Orson Card: Ender Series to have another addition?

Clarification: The newsletter actually says "..._ Master Alvin_ by December
1, 1995.  The reason for the specificity of the dates is that TOR and OSC
have worked out a good schedule that they're both happy with.  And
somewhere in there he will get to the last in the Ender series, which will
be entitled _Children of the Mind_."

In re-reading the language here, I guess it's something of a stretch to
translate "somewhere in there" to the end date of Dec. 1995.  It _sounds_
like he plans to work on finishing up Alvin simultaneously with finishing
up Ender.  (Hey!  Maybe they'll meet each other in one grand finale...?
Star-rack River Congress?!  Nah...)

Roger A. Hunt
rah12@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 15:55:01 GMT
From: kennedyj@glas.rtsg.mot.com (James Kennedy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ender's Game

I remember reading the short story by Card by this name, this wouldn't take
away from a reading of the novel, would it?

Jim
kennedyj@cork.cig.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 11:55:17 GMT
From: RAH12@psuvm.psu.edu (Roger A. Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game

kennedyj@glas.rtsg.mot.com (James Kennedy) says:
>I remember reading the short story by Card by this name, this wouldn't
>take away from a reading of the novel, would it?

IMHO, it *helps* to have read the story first.  You can appreciate OSC's
increasing mastery of characterization and setting in the novel, without
wondering (or trying to figure out) where it will lead.  Besides, the moral
point is made much more clearly in the story, I think.  (Your Fahrvergnugen
may vary on whether you like this more subtle or less, or not at all.)

Incidentally, I would NOT recommend reading his short story "Lost Boys"
before the novel of the same name.  Since both are works of suspense, and
since the novel builds to a shattering climax much more effectively,
reading the story first sort of kicks your ladder out from under you.

Roger A. Hunt
rah12@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 94 20:47:49 GMT
From: bkoike@sdcc5.ucsd.edu (Bryce Koike)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game

kennedyj@glas.rtsg.mot.com (James Kennedy) says:
>I remember reading the short story by Card by this name, this wouldn't
>take away from a reading of the novel, would it?

Only if you're the type who goes into a fit if someone tells you the
ending.  I'd suggest buying the book and reading it, but I don't personally
care if I know the ending or not.  (I mean, I've re-read Ender's Game at
least ten times and so far, having known the ending in advance hasn't
ruined the book for me...) 

RAH12@psuvm.psu.edu (Roger A. Hunt) writes:
>Incidentally, I would NOT recommend reading his short story "Lost Boys"
>before the novel of the same name.  Since both are works of suspense, and
>since the novel builds to a shattering climax much more effectively,
>reading the story first sort of kicks your ladder out from under you.

Hmm.  I have to admit that I did suffer from some turmoil when I felt the
ending coming, but it was definitely better in the book.  The short story
is much more concise, but I enjoy the novel for many different reasons.
It's very rare for me to get emotional in a book, and Lost Boys is one of
the few that succeeded.

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 15:26:38 GMT
From: amie@hubcap.clemson.edu (Amie Spitzer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Orson Scott Card

Any idea when his next book will be coming out and if it is a new topic or
part of his series books?

Amie Spitzer
amie@clemson.clemson.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 03:34:00 GMT
From: dnb@alpha.sunquest.com (Dan Bostic)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner - anyone read it?

For the first time in some months, I've actually got some book money so I'm
trying to find out if this one is worth it.  I've been kind of disappointed
with some of her latest stuff since the Chanur series and Cyteen was
complete, although Hellburner and Rimrunners were okay, but this looks like
something she did to get away from all of the other series she's been tied
up in.

Anyone have any specific thoughts on this one (Foreigner)?  Please feel
free to e-mail me....

Thanks!

Dan Bostic
Sunquest Information Systems
Tucson, AZ 

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 15:38:05 GMT
From: jvte@cs.few.eur.nl (Jan van 't Ent)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner - anyone read it?

dnb@alpha.sunquest.com (Dan Bostic) writes:
>disappointed with some of her latest stuff since the Chanur series and
>Cyteen was complete, although Hellburner and Rimrunners were okay, but
>this looks like something she did to get away from all of the other series
>she's been tied up in.

It's different alright, and I especially liked the way the book started
(almost skipping over the "getting there" and concentrating on the "life in
strange places" so to speak).  If compared to her other work, to give you
an idea of what it's like, I think this is closest to _The Cuckoos Egg_ or
maybe even _Serpent Reach_.  A minor disappointment was the somewhat hasty,
or maybe just unfinished, ending ... but then again, I'd probably be
complaining about an ending that wrapped up everything nicely :-)

Jan
Ent@Appbeheer.few.eur.nl

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 01:13:07 GMT
From: jschwarz@csd4.csd.uwm.edu (Joy Schwarz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner - anyone read it?

I noticed that her sentences were rather long, and sometimes I needed to
read them twice to make sure I got the full picture.  Nothing bad about
this, it just caught me by surprise.

On the whole, I liked this book very much, especially the character of
Jago.

Joy Schwarz                                        \
Oshkosh, Wisc.  USA

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 13:45:07 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner - anyone read it?

Just for information, can anyone specify if _Foreigner_ is in the
Alliance-Union universe, and if so, when it is set?

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 14:29:53 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner - anyone read it?

aaa@scs.leeds.ac.uk writes:
>Just for information, can anyone specify if _Foreigner_ is in the
>Alliance-Union universe, and if so, when it is set?

There is some controversy over this.  At the start of the book we see a
colonizing space ship take a hyperspace jump and get lost.  Very lost.  It
is MHO that the book does take place in the Alliance-Union universe, and at
not that late a time, either - the space travel technology certainly
matches.  However, it does not make a great deal of difference, because
Cherryh has informed people that the humans in _Foreigner_ will _never_
find their way back to Earth.  (_Extremely_ lost!)

P.S.  It has always seemed to me that a group in this situation (which
occurs in other sf novels, too), should not have any problem in figuring
out whether they are still in the galaxy or not: Andromeda is not going to
go away, nor are the Magellanic clouds or the Virgo cluster.  However,
nobody ever seems to realize this!  (One of these objects might be blocked
by the galactic core; however, all of them can not be.)

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 15:46:21 GMT
From: pps2d@virginia.edu (Peter P. Swire)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner - anyone read it?

On how the book fits into the Alliance-Union timescape: (1) The first few
pages of Foreigner makes clear that Earth already has "a nest of stars",
and that at least one trading station already exists.  The focus on
"Earth's" colonization, however, suggests that the war with Union has not
yet begun. (2) The whole premise of the story, that the ship gets blown
massively off-course, frees Cherryh from having to worry about how this
story fits with the intricate details of her other novels.  The timescape
of the Alliance-Union-kif universe is so densely packed by now that Cherryh
probably wanted to physically move to uncharted territory.

I found the story pretty good, especially in Cherryh's ability once again
to craft an interesting alien society and show how humans would fit in.  I
was repeatedly frustrated, however, with her description of how the Atevi
form and break their loyalty to their leaders.  I don't think she has yet
worked out the interplay of genetics and culture in how the Atevi follow
their leaders.  The horse-like Mecheiti seem to have genetic programming
that lets them fix on a leader without wavering.  But the sapient Atevi
have developed numerous versions of treachery, where they can switch
leaders suddenly and secretly.  How can loyalty be so key to Atevi society
when treachery is so common and celebrated?

Finally, I point out that the ending allows for a new string of novels set
in this same universe.  Cherryh just may be so prolific that she wants to
have Chanur novels, and Alliance-Union novels, and Atevi novels all going
at the same time.  It otherwise gets boring to be stuck in the same
multi-parsec space all the time.

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 10:51:33 GMT
From: dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de (Ludwig Dickmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Any news of Michael G. Coney?

Well, as the subject already says, I have not heard of nor read anything by
Michael G. Coney. Any information is appreciated.

Ludwig Dickmann
dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 17:07:47 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Any news of Michael G. Coney?

Ludwig Dickmann (dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de) wrote:
>Well, as the subject already says, I have not heard of nor read anything
>by Michael G. Coney. Any information is appreciated.

   You are better off.  His attitude always seemed to be "There's nothing
wrong with women.  *Everybody* should own one."

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 19:18:38 GMT
From: Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk (Ken & Jo Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Any news of Michael G. Coney?

hlavaty@panix.com "Arthur Hlavaty" writes:
>You are better off.  His attitude always seemed to be "There's nothing
>wrong with women.  *Everybody* should own one."

This is most unfair. :) I think Coney writes as a slightly lonely male but
that does not mar his work. Most of his best work is first person - make
that all his best work, in fact. These first person men are often slightly
lonely, but he makes this work for him in e.g. _Brontomek_ and _Charisma_.
Anyway I think he is a fine writer, though perhaps I liked his work better
when I was 14 than I do now! Bibliography (just looking at the shelf)

_Hello Summer Goodbye_ (His best IMHO)
_The Jaws that Bite_ (U.K. _The Girl with the Symphony in her Fingers_)
_Syzygy_
_Brontomek_ (sequel to _Syzygy_ but stands alone)
_Monitor Found in Orbit_ (Collection)
_Winter's Children_
_Charisma_
_Mirror Image_
_Friends come in Boxes_
_The Hero of Downaways_
_The Ultimate Jungle_ (awful!)
Also a series which I've read but don't own and can't recommend:
_The Celestial Steam Locomotive_
_Gods of the Greataway_
_Fang the Gnome_
Hope this is some help,

Jo

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 20:34:30 GMT
From: Antony.Helliwell@isltd.insignia.com (Antony Helliwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Any news of Micheal G. Coney?

Arthur Hlavaty (hlavaty@panix.com) writes:
>You are better off.  His attitude always seemed to be "There's nothing
>wrong with women.  *Everybody* should own one."

This seems unreasonably harsh. While I haven't read every one of Coney's
books, and I haven't enjoyed every single one of those that I have, I
wouldn't say the sexism in his books is any worse than that of any number
of other SF authors.

>From memory, the lead character in the novel "Kat Karina" (albeit a member
of a human-animal hybrid species) is both female, strong-willed *and*
independent throughout.

Perhaps you could give more specific examples? In reply to the original
poster, these are the titles I have (from memory):

"Charisma": parallel world story: scientist whose wife has just died enters
closely parellel world in which both she and alternative self are still
alive

"Kat Karina", "Gods of the Greataway", "The Celestial Steam Locomotive":
future history, Cordwainer Smith/Olaf Stapledon territory

"Hello Summer Goodbye": rather sickly teen romance set amongst humanoid
aliens

"Fang, the Gnome": patchy fantasy based on Arthurian legend.

I'd give "Gods of the Greataway" and "The Celestial Steam Locomotive" a go
at least.

Antony Helliwell
antony@insignia.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 11:01:07 GMT
From: dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de (Ludwig Dickmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Any news of Michael G. Coney?

dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de (Ludwig Dickmann) writes:
>Well, as the subject already says, I have not heard of nor read anything
>by Michael G. Coney. Any information is appreciated.

I wanted to say "I have not heard of nor read anything by Michael G. Coney
FOR A LONG TIME, of course. Sorry if that caused misunderstandings.

Ludwig Dickmann
dickmann@coli.uni-sb.de

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 23:55:26 GMT
From: holger@ira.uka.de (Holger Hellmuth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Any news of Micheal G. Coney?

Another book I would recommend is 'Neptune's Cauldron'.  Or is this a
different title for a book already mentioned in a previous post?

Holger Hellmuth
Uni Karlsruhe
hellmuth@ira.uka.de

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	 Books - Margaret Davis & DeChancie & Donaldson (3 msgs) &
                 Dozois & Duncan & Feist (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 03:23:15 GMT
From: dani@terrazzo.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Davis: Minds Apart

Margaret Davis's "Minds Apart" is a sequel to her first novel, "Mind
Light".  I'm not sure why I got it: The first book was only adequate.  I
don't expect to get a third book by Davis.

In "Minds Apart", Humanity's first alien contact with the Miquiri has been
complicated by the intrusion of the Gan-Tir - a dangerous and paranoid
species that insists on being involved in any deals that are struck.  The
"Widdon Galaxy", a family-owned merchant spaceship left over from the last
book, is stuck with the task of ferrying three sets of diplomats.

Stuff happens.  <shrug> Really, that's about it.  It was very hard to care
what stuff was happening or to whom, partly because the story never cohered
and partly because the characters were dull.  As to the former, it seemed
as though the author took a number of plot elements - the Gan-Tir
population crisis, the pilot's alien symbiont, a xenophobic act of
sabotage, three species worth of angst, and dumped them into the book
without worrying too much about how they tied together.

The book isn't actively bad, just very pedestrian.  Get it if you read and
really enjoyed the prequel.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
dani@telerama.lm.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 21:42:44 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--John DeChancie:MagicNet

John DeChancie: MagicNet

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

John DeChancie, from my reading so far, seems to be a highly uneven author.
He seems to be at his best with off-the-wall humour; with this book he is
attempting to demonstrate that he can do equally well with straight
fantasy.

The book never really clicks, though.  It starts with an interesting enough
premise - computers being used to aid in magic which, while not original,
still has lots of unmined ideas.  But DeChancie doesn't really mine them
well.

The problem is that the book blurs the boundary between reality and
fantasy, and not in any consistent fashion that I could see.  MagicNet, the
computer-generated magical reality that arose from a simple Fidonet-style
occult discussion network, has somehow become something perceptible without
any computer linkage...but only to a few that are attuned to it, which, for
no reason really explained, our narrator, Skye King, is.  But sometimes
MagicNet is merely a layer of perception laid over our own reality, and
sometimes actions in MagicNet are not echoed in the real world.

Furthermore, the ending is highly unsatisfactory.  Skye, his friend Grant
(who was killed early in the book but, luckily, backed up on floppy), and
their ally Jill, spend most of the book trying to get to Lloyd Merlin
Jones, who had Grant killed and is trying to get rid of the others as well,
so that they can reboot MagicNet, but at the end things get highly
confusing.

I get the feeling that DeChancie is trying to pull off some subtle things
here, but that they're just a wee bit beyond his ability at the moment.
This book, in other words, was overly ambitious and falls a bit short of
its goals.

Author:     DeChancie, John
Title:      MagicNet
Publisher:  Avon
City:       New York
Date:       1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-688-12759-2
Pages:      234pp
Comments:   Hardcover

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 17:03:02 GMT
From: ee@starsun1.ph.qmw.ac.uk (Frossie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenants ring

>Why didn't TC just hand his ring over to someone else in The Land?

It was his wedding ring, the only thing left from his marriage. 

ee@star.qmw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 11:34:06 GMT
From: sct@cd.dsto.gov.au (Shaun Troedson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenants ring

>Why didn't TC just hand his ring over to someone else in The Land?

He actually did attempt to give it to a few people but for various reasons
they didn't take it, why I can't remember.

But I think there was an underlying reason that the author had in mind
(apart from the obvious). I think that the people of the Land had showed
themselves incapable of defeating Foul, and there are some instances in the
book which told us what would happen if they did get hold of the white
magic. e.g. Foamfollowers murderous rampage, Kevin's and Trell's
desecration, and some other things I may have had in mind but have
forgotten now. The thing that made Covenant the only possible wielder and
saviour was the discipline and restraint that he learned from nothing other
than his leprosy. Without that restraint anyone else may have destroyed the
Land and freed Foul.  The chapter "The rock gardens of the maerl" reveals
this I believe.  That _internal_ struggle with 'despair' the people of the
Land could not have known. This is also why the Creator had to bring in
someone from outside, and that's why he chose Covenant in particular.

I think that the Land's characters' major function in the book was to serve
as a contrast to Covenant, and to make it clear what virtues he had that
made it possible for him to defeat Foul.  This is what i like about the
book, its unity and self-consistency.

------------------------------

From: John_Huttley@kcbbs.gen.nz (John Huttley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenants ring
Date: 27 May 94 05:48:08 GMT

>Why didn't TC just hand his ring over to someone else in The Land?

Because he considered it his one contact with humanity. That he was once
married. To give it up would be to give up the intransigence that keep him
alive from day to day - suicide in the real world.

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 08:16:24 GMT
From: sauron@ee.nus.sg (Soh Kam Yung)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: Geodesic Dreams by Gardner Dozois

Geodesic Dreams: The Best Short Fiction of Gardner Dozois

review by Soh Kam Yung (sauron@ee.nus.sg)

Gardner Dozois (pronounced "Do-*zwah*") is probably better known as the
award-winning editor of _Asimov's Science Fiction_ (formerly _Isaac
Asimov's Science Fiction Magazine_).  However, Dozois is also a writer of
short fiction, and this collection offers a look at his "other side."

You may notice that I said "short fiction," not "short science fiction."
After reading this collection of stories, it is clear that Dozois does not
limit his fiction output to science fiction.  One or two stories in this
collection are contemporary.  Others have science-fictional elements, but
so subdued and minimised that the story feels contemporary.  But some are
outright science-fiction.

One thing is certain; Dozois is a masterful writer.  He has a stylistic way
of writing that made me feel involved in the setting.  At times I felt what
the protagonist was going through.  I don't usually experience this in a
science-fiction story since the SF elements are usually prominent, but
Dozois does it time after time in some of these stories.

I cannot summarize all the stories here, but a small sample shows the range
of stories found in this collection.

"Morning Child" takes a look at two people, both seemingly ordinary, living
in the country after a war that used weapons with a difference; ones that
are made (impressively) clear at the end.

"Dinner Party" is an exercise in emotional control and political
expediency, as a politician and a soldier have dinner to fufill a political
promise in a disintegrating America.

"A Special Kind of Morning" is a tale told by an old soldier, who fought in
a war.  This is one of his most "spectacular" stories in the collection.
It has clones, mind-control and enough "super-science" to whet my hard-sf
appetite.

"Chains of the Sea" is a story of indifferent aliens and a small boy who is
in touch with the Other World who knows the truth about the aliens.

"A Dream at Noonday" is a tale of a soldier who reminisces about his past
while on the battle field.  This is one of his contemporary stories.  You
may guess the ending but still read it to its bitter conclusion.

"Apres Moi" is a story about a lucky man; a very lucky man.  This is a dark
humorous piece.

"A Kingdom by the Sea" tells a tale of a man who makes telepathic contact
with a female, who loves him absolutely and who he also loves.  But the
"consumation" has a bitter irony.

This is a collection of amazing pieces.  There is not much "hard science"
or plotting in it, apart from "A Special Kind of Morning".  Most of the
time, Dozois just seems to want to tell a tale that will amaze you with its
details.  This may cause a "so-what" reaction among some readers.

This would be a good book to get for those who know the editorial side of
Dozois, but wish to be aquainted with the writing side.  But some people
may be turned off by the highly stylistic way of writing.

Author:     Dozois, Gardner
Title:      Geodesic Dreams: The Best Short Fiction of Gardner Dozois
Publisher:  Ace Books (published by arrangement with St. Martin's Press)
City:       New York
Date:       1994
Order Info: 0-441-00021-5
Pages:      253pp
Keywords:   Dozois, Short Story Collection
Comments:   Paperback, USD4.99

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 16:55:22 GMT
From: MAdams@utxvm.cc.utexas.edu (Mark S. Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Duncan's "Seventh Sword" series

linn@crl.com (Stephen F Linn) wrote:
>I've noticed a kind of trend when it comes to the two Duncan series.  It
>seems that most peoploe find that the first series of his that they read
>is better than the second.
>
>Whatever the case, they were both very good series, I just happen to think
>that the Word series was better.  All IMHO of course.

I've read everything that Duncan has written so far and have not been
disappointed yet (quite the contrary).  I read the Seventh Sword series and
thought it was fabulous... and then I read the Man of His Word series and
thought Duncan was only getting better.  The two series are quite
different, but both are excellent.  I believe the next installment from
Duncan is to be a follow-up to his Reaver Road.  When I read the back cover
excerpt for Reaver Road I thought to myself, 'this might be his first dud'.
Happily, I was dead wrong.  I will buy anything Duncan cares to publish.

Mark
MAdams@utxvm.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 10:17:25 GMT
From: andersmo@ifi.uio.no (Anders Moe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

Daughter of The Empire is the reason why I am probably the only person in
this group who has not read anything by Feist.  I embarked upon it wanting
to give Feist a try, but I found the prose and the characters somewhat
one-dimensional (MHO).  I read about 35.45% of the book.
    Now I would very much like to know if this is representaive for Feist
or if Nancy Wurts (co-writer) was/is a bad influence.  Does the book get
any better?  I hope I am not steaming the blood of any Feist fans out
there.  Thanks in advance!

Anders Moe

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 13:09:31 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

I'd say that Daughter etc. of the Empire require you to have read Magician
first, if not Magician, Silverthorn and A Darkness at Sethanon.  The world
of Kelewan has a complex political structure based on, but not restricted
to, Japanese and Chinese culture. The background established in the second
half of Magician and later are necessary for an understanding of the Empire
books. Wurts and Feist wrote them with an implicit assumption that you knew
about the background from Magician et al. so they do not show certain
facets of the characters that you need to know about. Magician is one of
the better fantasy novels of the past decade IMHO (not in the top ten, but
above the run-of-the-mill identikit quest novels). Silverthorn and Darkness
are less good but still OK for a light read.

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 14:28:02 GMT
From: mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk (Saint Erroneous)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

Anders Moe <andersmo@ifi.uio.no> wrote:
>Daughter of The Empire is the reason why I am probably the only person in
>this group who has not read anything by Feist.  I embarked upon it wanting
>to give Feist a try, but I found the prose and the characters somewhat
>one-dimensional (MHO).  I read about 35.45% of the book.
>
>Now I would very much like to know if this is representaive for Feist or
>if Nancy Wurts (co-writer) was/is a bad influence.  Does the book get any
>better?  I hope I am not steaming the blood of any Feist fans out there.
>Thanks in advance!

Hmmm. Interesting question... Let me think...

I've got, and thoroughly enjoyed the Daughter of the Empire books.  I agree
that they're not terribly well written - the characters are (at best)
pop-up...

I did, however, enjoy them immensely. Lots of political machinations,
angst, and The Good Guy (Gal) Wins.

*huge spoiler there...*

There's a significant chunk of world-building that goes on in the Empire
books that, even if it's not innovative, is interesting.  Customs etc..

I've only heard bad things about Janny Wurts solo stuff (Master of
Whitestorm?) but I get the impression she did most of the writing for the
Empire sequence, and it's not _catastrophicaly_ bad.

The Magician books are different. More obviously Epic Fantasy - big bad
nasty thing, powerful (and heroic) magician, etc. but, with some good
twists and a well realised world.

The Kings Buccaneer is ok - get's a bit silly with a Guest Appearance by
Macros the Black - oh sorry it's _Pug_ isn't it... - who immediately finds
an excuse not to appear in the rest of the book, until he Turns Up At The
End to Save The Good Guys.

There's another book called Prince of the Blood which (so the guy dressed
in gothic black on the next Sun down tells me) is _totally_ awful. I'll
read it someday, but the main character sounds like the worst whining twat
you've ever thought of as Royalty...

I still rather like Feist.

Really I do.

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 19:49:35 GMT
From: tuff@ellis.uchicago.edu (Geoff Tuffli)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

Actually, I find this rather interesting, as I'd read some Feist and some
Wurst before reading _Daughter of the Empire_, and actually though that
_Daughter of the Empire_ was better than the standard work of either. I
thought the characterization was very good - it develops throughout the
book, and takes some interesting twists. While Feist has likeable
characters, there is a tendency in his books for the characters to be a bit
archetypal, which isn't necessarily wrong, but I don't care for too much of
that.

But then, to each their own.

Geoff Tuffli
tuff@ellis.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 22:21:57 GMT
From: an321@freenet.carleton.ca (John Angus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

I read and liked the series. I enjoyed the political maneuvering.  Still,
it wasn't nearly as good, IMO, as the Riftwar series. Riftwar was often
lighter, moved faster, and had considerably more of an adventurous spirit.
There were some great battle scenes, too.

John D. Angus
Ottawa, Ontario Canada
an321@freenet.carleton.ca
es799@Cleveland.freenet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 00:11:13 GMT
From: K3061E7@alijku11.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

MHO: The Empire Trilogy was the first material I read by R. E. Feist and if
I hadn't liked it that much as I did, I wouldn't have stayed on.  A reason,
perhaps, why I liked the books was that I came from the Eddings-side of
fantasy and liked 'Empire' as a change.  It is not representative for
Feist's Riftwar books - they tend to be more like, hmm..., you know,
classic struggle good vs. evil in which the Riftwar is embedded in the
beginning.

A Adams writes:
>I'd say that Daughter etc. of the empire require you to have read Magician
>first, if not Magician, Silverthorn and A Darkness at Sethanon.

MHO: Magician is sufficient. At the end of it, you are somewhere in the
second half of 'Mistress of the Empire', and the remaining story of the
latter has no relation to the remaining Riftwar books.  Still, I enjoyed
the reversed order of the series (Empire-Riftwar) very much.

mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk writes:
>There's another book called Prince of the Blood which (so the guy dressed
>in gothic black on the next Sun down tells me) is _totally_ awful. I'll
>read it someday, but the main character sounds like the worst whining twat
>you've ever thought of as Royalty...

I read it very recently. If Silverthorn and Darkness are a letdown, Prince
of the Blood is a catastrophe.

Robert Staedter
k3061e7@alijku11.edvz.uni-linz.ac.at

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

			 Books - Ellison (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 02:38:07 GMT
From: jjfloyd@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Jered Floyd)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ellison Bio or Info?

I keep hearing Harlan Ellison this, and Harlan Ellison that, but I honestly
have no idea who this person is (besides a writer and creative consultant
for B5, that is)! All of the shows that I've seen mentioned have been
before my time...so is there a mini-bio or some kind of info about what
he's written?

Thanks.

Jered Floyd
jjfloyd@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 04:21:21 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ellison Bio or Info?

jjfloyd@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Jered Floyd) writes:
> I keep hearing Harlan Ellison this, and Harlan Ellison that, but I
> honestly have no idea who this person is (besides a writer and creative
> consultant for B5, that is)! All of the shows that I've seen mentioned
> have been before my time...so is there a mini-bio or some kind of info
> about what he's written?

Certainly... Here's the capsule bio from the endpaper of "THE ESSENTIAL
ELLISON," a 35-year retrospective of his work published in 1987.  (An
excellent book to start with, by the way.)
 
  "Born in Jaipur, in the Indian province of northeast Rajasthan,
   HARLAN ELLISON is the son of a man who flew "Over The Hump" to
   Burma with Chennault's Flying Tigers just prior to WWII.
   Ellison, the air wing's mascot, spoke only Hindi and Urdu till
   the age of thirteen.  Himself wounded twice in the battles of
   Provo and Needles, Ellison has been confined to a wheelchair
   since 1961; from his home in Erewhon, Colorado he has, since
   1970, produced seventeen full-length epic poems of 50,000
   words each.  His favorite foods are curried monkey brains
   scooped steaming from the trepanned skull, and french fries,
   very crisp."

Hope these details help you understand the man better! *grin*

As for more recent shows, a few years back, the new "TWILIGHT ZONE" did a
good job on Ellison's "PALADIN OF THE LOST HOUR," a story and script that
won him several awards; another of his that they did on the new T.Z. was
"CRAZY AS A SOUP SANDWICH."  You can rent tapes of his two famous "OUTER
LIMITS" scripts, "SOLDIER" and "DEMON WITH A GLASS HAND."  When you watch
these, remember they were made 35 years ago, on a budget that wouldn't
cover parking fees for the crew's cars, *these* days.

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 15:38:12 GMT
From: icctrk!icctrk@constellation.ecn.uoknor.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Latest Ellison SS Update

I have been compiling a short story bibliography and just a bibliography of
Harlan Ellison works in general for my own use.  Thought some of you might
be interested:

This is the updated list of stories found in his books as well as a list of
books you can order from Walden's or direct from HERC.

                    Harlan Ellison Short Story List

* = Found in Essential Ellison
@ = I've read
# = I have

        Essential Ellison - Short Story Collection #

   Introduction: Sublime Rebel by Terry Dowling               
   I:Beginnings (Heading)
      The Sword of Parmagon
      The Gloconda
      The Wilder One
      The Saga of Machine Gun Joe
      Glowworm
      Life Hutch
      S.R.O.
      II:Worlds of Terror (Heading)
      Lonelyache
      Punky and the Yale Men
      A Prayer for No One's Enemy
  III:Worlds of Love (Heading)
      In Lonely Lands
      The Time of the Eye
      Grail @
   IV:That New Old-Time Religion (Heading)
      I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream
      Corpse
      The Whimper of Whipped Dogs
    V:A Stab of Merriment (Heading)
      The Voice in the Garden
      Erotophobia
      Mom
      Ecowareness @
      The Outpost Undiscovered By Tourists @
      Dept. of "What Was the Question?" Dept.
      Dept. of "Trivial Pursuit" Dept.
   VI:Trouble With Women (Heading)
      The Very Last Good Woman
      Valerie: A True Memoir
      The Other Eye of Polyphemus
      All the Birds Come Home to Roost
  VII:To the Mattresses with Mean Demons (Heading)
      The Tombs: An Excerpt from Memos From Purgatory
      Our Little Miss
      A Love Song for Jerry Falwell
      Telltale Tics and Tremors
      True Love: Groping for the Holy Grail
      Adrift Just Off the Islets of Langerhans......
 VIII:ROCOCO Technology (Heading)
      The Sky Is Burning
      The Prowler in the City at the Edge of the World
      Along the Scenic Route
      The Song the Zombie Sang (with Robert Silverberg)
      Knox @
   IX:Heart's Blood (Heading)
      From Alabamy, with Hate
      My Father
      My Mother
      Tired Old Man
      Gopher in the Gilly
      Strange Wine
    X:Nights & Days in Good Old Hollyweird (Heading)
      The Resurgence of Miss Ankle-Strap Wedgie
      Flintlock: An Unproduced Teleplay
      The Man on the Mushroom
      Somehow, I Don't Think We're in Kansas Toto
      Face-Down in Gloria Swanson's Swimming Pool
   XI:Petards & Hangings (Heading)
      Soldier
      The Night of Delicate Terrors
      Shattered Like a Glass Goblin
      At the Mouse Circus
  XII:Shadows From the Past (Heading)
      Free With This Box!
      Final Shtick
      One Life, Furnished in Early Poverty @
      Jeffty Is Five
 XIII:Contracts On the Soul (Heading)
      Daniel White for the Greater Good
      Neither Your Jenny Nor Mine
      Alive and Well and on a Friendless Voyage
  XIV:The Classics (Heading)
      Repent Harlequin!" Said the Ticktockman @
      Pretty Maggie Moneyeyes
      A Boy and His Dog
      The Deathbird
   XV:Dark Liberation (Heading)
      The Thick Red Moment
      The Man Who Was Heavily into Revenge
      Driving in the Spikes
      Afterword by Harlan Ellison


   Approaching Oblivion - Short Story Collection

      Foreword by Michael Crichton @
      Introduction by Harlan Ellison @
      Knox* @
      Cold Friend @
      Kiss of Fire @
      Paulie Charmed the Sleeping Woman @
      I'm Looking for Kadak @
      Silent in Gehenna @
      Erotophobia* @
      One Life, Furnished in Early Poverty* @
      Ecowareness* @
      Catman @
      Hindsight: 480 Seconds @


   Deathbird Stories - Short Story Collection #

      Whimper of Whipped Dogs*
      Along the Scenic Route*
      On the Downhill Side
      O Ye of Little Faith
      Neon
      Basilisk
      Pretty Maggie Moneyeyes*
      Corpse*
      Shattered Like a Glass Goblin*
      Delusion for a Dragon Slayer
      Face of Helene Bournouw
      Bleeding Stones
      At the Mouse Circus*
      The Place with No Name
      Paingod
      Ernest and the Machine God
      Rock God
      Adrift Just Off .....
      The Deathbird*


   Strange Wine - Short Story Collection #

      Reavealed at last!
      Croatoan
      Working with the little people
      Kelly Bernstein
      Mom*
      In Fear of K
      Hitler Painted Roses
      The Wine Has Been Left Open......
      From A to Z in the chocolate alphabet
      Lonely Women are the Vessel of Life
      Emissary from Hamelin
      NY Review of Bird
      Seeing
      Boulevard of Broken Dreams @
      Strange Wine*
      Diagnosis of Dr. D'arqueAngel


   Love Ain't Nothing, but Love Misspelled - Short Story Collection #

      Neither Your Jenny nor Mine*
      Universe of Robert Blake
      G.B.K. and many flavored bird
      Riding the Dark Train Out
      Valerie*
      Resurgence of Miss Ankle-strap wedgie*
      David White for the Greater Good*
      Blind Bird, Blind Bird
      What I did on my vacation.......
      Mona at her windows
      When I was a hired gun
      A path through darkness
      Battle without banners
      Prayer for no one's enemy*
      Punky and the Yale men*
      I curse the lesson, and bless the knowledge


   I Have No Mouth and I Must Scream - Short Story Collection #

      I have no mouth and I must scream*
      Big Sam was my friend
      Eyes of Dust
      World of Myth
      Lonely Ache*
      Delusion for a Dragon Slayer
      Pretty Maggie Money eyes*


   Paingod and Other Delusions - Short Story Collection #

      Paingod
      Repent Harlequin* @
      Crackpots
      Sleeping Dogs
      Bright Eyes
      Discarded
      Wanted in Surgery
      Deeper than the Darkness


   Stalking the Nightmare - Short Story Collection #

      Introduction by Stephen King @
      Grail* @
      Outpost undiscovered by tourists* @
      Blank @
      Visionary @
      Djinn, no chaser @
      Invasion Footnote @
      Scenes from the real world I. @
         3 most favorite things in life @
         Saturn, Nov 11th @
         Somehow, I don't think we're in Kansas, TOTO @
         Gopher in the Gilly* @
      Night of Black Glass @
      Final Trophy @
      The Teddy Crazy Show @
      Cheese stands alone @
      Transcending Destiny @
      Hour that stretches @
      The Day I Died @
      3 Tales:
         Tracking Level @
         Tiny Ally @
         Goddess in the Ice @


   Shatterday - Short Story Collection #

      Jeffty is Five*
      How's the Night Life on Cissalda?
      Flop Sweat
      Would you do it for a penny?
      The Man Who Was Heavily Into Revenge*
      Shoppe Keeper
      All the Lies that are my Life
      Django
      Count the Clock that tells the time
      In the fourth year of the war
      Alive and well and on a friendless voyage*
      All the Birds Come Home to Roost*
      Opium
      The Other Eye of Poluphemus*
      The Executioner of the Malformed Children
      Shatterday


   Mephisto in Onyx - Novella #


   Angry Candy - Short Story Collection #

      Paladin of the Lost Hour
      Footsteps
      Escapegoat
      When Auld's Acquaintance is Forgot
      Broken Glass
      On the Slab
      Prince Myshkin, and hold the relish
      The Region Between
      Laugh Track
      Eidolons
      Soft Monkey
      Stuffing
      With Virgil Oddum at the East Pole
      Quicktime
      The Avenger of Death
      Chained to the Fast Lane in the Req Qeen's Race
      The Function of Dream Sleep


   Mind Fields - Short Story Collection #

      Creation of Water
      Twilight in the Cupboard
      Amok Harvest
      Theory of Tension
      Back to Nature
      Internal Inspection
      Metropolis II
      In the Oligocenskie Garden
      Europe
      Fever
      Attack at Dawn
      Susan
      Between Heaven and Hell
      Shed of Rebellion
      To Each His Own
      Eruption
      The Inquisition
      Beneath the Dunes
      The Silence
      Darkness Falls on the River
      Paradise
      Express Delivery
      The Agitators
      Truancy at the Pond
      Ammonite
      Base
      Foraging In the Field
      Traffic Prohibited
      Afternoon With the Bros. Grimm
      Cosmic Barnyard
      Under the Landscape
      Ellison Wonderland
      Please Don't Slam the Door
      Author's Notes

   Keyboard #
      A story written in the front window of a bookstore in
      San Fransico, 5/14/94.  Concept by Robin Williams (i.e.:
      Computer Vampyre (or, the byte that bites)

   Alone Against Tomorrow - Short Story Collection

      Introduction: The Song of the Soul
      I Have No Mouth and I Must Scream*
      The Discarded
      Deeper Than The Darkness
      Blind Lightning @
      All the Sounds of Fear
      The Silver Corridor
      Repent Harlequin!" Said the Ticktockman* @
      Bright Eyes
      Are You Listening?
      Try A Dull Knife
      In Lonely Lands*
      Eyes of Dust
      Nothing For My Noon Meal
      O Ye Of Little Faith
      The Time of the Eye*
      Life Hutch*
      The Very Last Day of a Good Woman*
      Night Vigil
      Lonelyache*
      Pennies, Off a Dead Man's Eyes

	   Harlan Ellison books available through Walden's Books
   % = Available from HERC signed
   + = Available from HERC ONLY - Signed

      Mind Fields% #
      Night and the Enemy%
      Sleepless Nights in Procrustean
      Spider Kiss
      Stalking the Nightmare% #
      Strange Wine #
      Vic and Blood
      Web of the City #
      Angry Candy% #
      City on the Edge of Forever
      Deathbird Stories #
      Edge in My Voice #
      Ellison Wonderland #
      Essential Ellison% #
      Harlan Ellison Hornbook%
      Harlan Ellison is Watching #
      Love Ain't Nothing But Sex Misspelled #
      Medea Harlan's World
      Mefisto in Onyx #
      Again, Dangerous Visions%
      Shatterday% #
      Approaching Oblivion%
      Alone Against Tomorrow%
      Memos from Purgatory% #
      I Have No Mouth and I Must Scream% #
      Paingod and Other Delusions% #

                  Misc Stories Found In Other Collections

Year's Finest Fantasy - Terry Carr
   Jeffty Is Five*

Fourth Annual Best Science Fiction Stories of the Year - Lester Del Rey
   Sleeping Dogs

The 1972 Annual World's Best SF - Donald A. Wollheim
   One Life, Furnished In Early Poverty* @

The Ultimate Werewolf - Byron Preiss #
   Introduction "Crying Wolf" by Harlan Ellison
   Adrift Just Off the Islets Of Langerhans:
   Latitude 38' 54'N Longitude 77' 00' 13" W*

Midnight Graffiti by Jessica Horsting and James Hise #
   Where I Shall Dwell In the Next World

Horror Hall of Fame - Robert Silverberg and Martin H. Greenberg #
   Whimper of Whipped Dogs*

Earthmen and Strangers - Robert Silverberg
   Blind Lightning

100 Great Fantasy Short Short Stories - Asimov, Carr and Greenberg
   Boulevard of Broken Dreams @
   L is for Loup-Garou (a section of "From A to Z in the Chocolate
   Alphabet") @

Harlan Ellison Bibliography

[C] == Story Collection.
[CB] = Chapbook (a very short book, or pamphlet).
[= ...] == Also known by this other title.
rev == Revision of the other book.

Ellison, Harlan (Jay)   (U.S.A., 5/27/1934- )

   (Hugo 1966, 1968, 1969, 1974, 1975, 1978, 1986 & Nebula 1965, 1969, 1977)
   (pseudonyms: Phil "Cheech" Beldone, C. Bird, Cordwainer Bird, Jay
Charby, Price Curtis, Wallace Edmondson, Landon Ellis, Ellis Hart, Al
Maddern, Paul Merchant, Nabrah Nosilie, Bert Parker, Jay Solo, Derry Tiger.
[joint pseudonyms] Sley Harson, Ellis Robertson. [house names] Lee Archer,
Robert Courtney, E. K. Jarvis, Ivar Jorgensen, Clyde Mitchell)

Alone Against Tomorrow (1971) [C]
        = All the Sounds of Fear (1973) [C]
        + The Time of The Eye (1974) [C]
Angry Candy (Easton, 1988) [C] #
Approaching Oblivion (1974) [C]
The Beast That Shouted Love At The Heart of The World (1969) [rev. 1976,
   1984] [C] # 
Deathbird Stories (1975) [rev. 1984] [C] #
Doomsman (1967) #
Dreams With Sharp Teeth (1991) [O/3C+2ss= Shatterday + Deathbird Stories +
   I Have No Mouth and I Must Scream] [BC] 
Ellison Wonderland (1962) [rev. 1974] [C= Earthman Go Home] #
The Essential Ellison: A 35-Year Retrospective (Nemo, 1987) [C] #
The Fantasies of Harlan Ellison (Gregg, 1979) [C/= Paingod + I Have No
   Mouth and I Must Scream] 
From the Land of Fear (1967) [C]
I Have No Mouth and I Must Scream (1967) [rev. 1983] [C] #
The Illustrated Harlan Ellison (Baronet, 1978) [C]
Love Ain't Nothing but Sex Misspelled (1968) [rev. 1976] [C] #
The Man With Nine Lives (1960) [Ace double # D-413]
Mefisto in Onyx (Ziesing, 1993) #
No Doors, No Windows (1975) [C] [Borderlands, 1991]
Over the Edge (1970) [C]
Paingod and Other Delusions (1965) [rev. 1975] [C] #
Partners in Wonder (1971) [C/collaborative ss]
"Run for the Stars" (1991) [Tor Double # 32]
Shatterday (1980) [C/inc. All the Lies That Are My Life] #
Stalking the Nightmare (1982) [C] [Phantasia, 1982] #
Strange Wine (1978) [C] #
A Touch of Infinity (1960) [C/Ace double # D-413]

with Jacek Yerka [illustrations]
        Mind Fields (1993) #

Edited
Again, Dangerous Visions (1972)
        = Again, Dangerous Visions I (1973)
        + Again, Dangerous Visions II (1973)
Dangerous Visions (1967)
        = Dangerous Visions #1 (1969)
        + Dangerous Visions #2 (1969)
        + Dangerous Visions #3 (1969)
Medea: Harlan's World (Phantasia, 1985) [shared world]
Nightshades and Damnations by Gerald Kersh (1968) [C]

Media Tie-In
The City on the Edge of Forever (1977) [Star Trek photonovel #1]

with Edward Bryant
        Phoenix Without Ashes (1975) #

Non-Genre Fiction
All the Lies That Are My Life (Underwood-Miller, 1980)
The Book of Ellison (1978)
The Deadly Streets (1958) [rev. 1983]
Footsteps (1989) [CB]
Gentleman Junkie and Other Stories of the Hung-up Generation (1961) [rev.
   1975] [C] 
Harlan Ellison's Movie (Mirage, 1991) [unproduced screenplay]
The Juvies (1961) [C]
Rockabilly (1975) [rev./ Spider Kiss]
Rumble (1958) [= Web of the City]
Spider Kiss (1961)

as Paul Merchant
        Sex Gang (1959)

Nonfiction
An Edge in My Voice (Donning, 1985) #
The Glass Teat (1970) #
The Harlan Ellison Hornbook (1990)
Harlan Ellison's Watching (Underwood-Miller, 1989) [film reviews] #
Memos from Purgatory (1961) [autobiographical] #
The Other Glass Teat (1975)
Sleepless Nights in a Procrustean Bed (Borgo, 1984)


Others Uncatagorized

Sound of a Scythe [1960]
Demon With A Glass Hand [Graphic Adaptation with Marshall Rogers 1986]
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Farmer & Gerrold & Gibson & Green (2 msgs) &
                   Hodgell (3 msgs) & Hogan (3 msgs) & Hubbard (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 22:22:18 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Recent reading:  Phillip Jose Farmer, _Riders of the Purple Wage_

Farmer plays with writing styles, yet again.

"UFO vs. IRS" is very funny (UFO does and does not stand for the obvious).
Clever stuff with the aliens, particularly the Laurel and Hardy bit.  The
IRS agent was wild.

The real kicker in this volume, however, is the title story, the longest of
the lot.  A Joyce pastiche (complete with bad puns on Finnegan's Wake,
ridiculous stuff in bars and a reference to Daedalus) telling a story of a
not-too-far future Earth in which high-tech and automation have made it
largely unnecessary for people to work.  A bunch of problems grow out of
the leisure society that results, and various attempts at solutions are
also depicted.  Of course, the main character is an artist, and the other
characters are reacting (and I do mean reacting, not responding) to him.
The women - mothers, lovers and sometimes both, are appropriately icky.
This story contains the second most imaginative use of superglue/epoxy in
an sf story (Robinson's _Night of Power_ still wins for most imaginative -
this one's funnier though).

I haven't really read that much Farmer.  I read two Riverworld novels ten
or more years ago.  I read the first of the Dayworld series comparatively
recently.  I also read Image of the Beast/Blown (eeek!).  It's hard to know
how to describe his work.  He's certainly capable of writing extremely good
extrapolations (the first the Dayworld stuff).  He's got a nice line in
horror and twisted sex.  He experiments with styles and sometimes it works
well.  "Riders of the Purple Wage", however epitomizes Farmer at his best
and worst.  He weaves a good tale, and he's got style but, the combination
of the two has the aesthetic appeal (real, but ... strange) of a
spectacular auto wreck: an image that won't go away, something that
shouldn't ever have happened, but that won't leave your mind until you
piece together how it happened that that car happened to be on top of,
wrapped around, or in that other car in that particular way.

Reading that particular story in the context of recent reading of Rand
(Farmer is specifically depicting something Rand ignores: what about when
one doesn't need people to produce?) may have increased the interest of the
story for me.  Tough call.  The volume has enough variety to make it
recommendable either way.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 08:15:43 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--David Gerrold:A Season For Slaughter

David Gerrold: A Season For Slaughter

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

You know, things seems to get worse with each book in the Chtorr series.

In each book so far, they've discovered new depths to the Chtorran
infestation.  It's mind-boggling, the scope of this thing...

Some things don't change much, though.  James McCarthy is still as
pigheaded and stubborn as ever.  The Mode Training he took in the last book
seems to have heightened it, if anything.  He spends the bulk of _this_
book making enemies, and then regretting it later.

The book tends to switch back and forth between McCarthy-making-enemies and
McCarthy-discovering-the-new-depths-of-the-Chtorran-infestation.  Between
the two, things go from bad to worse (apart from a romantic interlude in
the middle, where he solemnizes his relationship with General Elizabeth
"Lizard" Tirelli).  The result is sometimes painful to read...but despite
everything, you still sympathize with McCarthy, and his desire to throw
politics aside and just get down to fighting the Chtorrans.

Gerrold has this annoying habit, however, of going into long digressions,
about new technology and how it has affected life, or did before the Chtorr
arrived.  Amusing though these side-trips may be, they slow down the story,
and would almost be better told "straight" in another format - released as
short story rather than stuck haphazardly into novel.  I mean, would James
McCarthy _really_ go into great detail about these things in his own
thoughts?  Some incident from decades ago that is already part of their
popular culture?  If they weren't so much fun to read, I'd say get rid of
them altogether; as it is, I just wish he'd put them someplace else.
Appendices, perhaps.

But there's no question that I'm going to buy the next one.  If only to see
whether McCarthy's been busted down to Private yet.

Oh, an interesting note: many of the characters in this book were named for
people who donated money to AIDS research for the privilege.  All I can say
is, I wouldn't want to be the _real_ Randy Dannenfelser, or Robert Bellus.
After reading this book, I'd sure feel like scum...

Author:     Gerrold, David
Title:      A Season For Slaughter
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
City:       New York
Date:       1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-28976-4
Pages:      555pp
Series:     Chtorr
Volume:     Book 4
Comments:   Paperback, USD5.99, CAD6.99
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Date: 23 May 94 17:08:27 GMT
From: buffalo@panix.com (Short Haul)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Neuromancer to be an audiobook

Fans of William Gibson's _Neuromancer_ will be happy to hear that his
classic novel about the interface cowboy is coming out as an audiobook this
summer.  What an excellent way to end one's day; a pair of headphones, a
soft pillow, and a warm voice reading this 10-year old masterpiece while
you prepare for dreamland!  Although I know it's coming out during the
summer, I don't know if it will be available in June, July, or August - any
help out there??

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 21:49:48 GMT
From: an321@freenet.carleton.ca (John Angus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

Nancy.Lebovitz@launchpad.unc.edu (Nancy Lebovitz) says:
>I've met Sharon Green. She appeared to be a woman. I asked her about the
>rapes in her books, and she seemed genuinely surprised that anyone thought
>there were rapes. Unfortunately, this weirded me out so thoroughly that I
>didn't think to ask her how she'd describe the way her female characters
>were treated.

Maybe she had an unhappy home life? :)

Seriously, I can't see how anyone, no matter how strange their view on
life, could mistake what happens to Sharon Green's female protagonists as
anything other than rape. I'm not talking like some politically correct
yoyo here. Her characters were not only raped, they were hung by the wrists
and whipped, they were held down and spanked, switched, beaten, sold as sex
slaves, and generally abused in just about any way you could imagine, both
mentally and physically.

The cynic in me wonders if this wasn't really Sharon Green but someone
hired to pose as Sharon Green.

John D Angus
Ottawa, Ontario Canada         

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 21:56:57 GMT
From: an321@freenet.carleton.ca (John Angus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GOR

gt4704d@prism.gatech.edu (Dr. Tongue) says:
>Are we talking about comparing Sharon Green's "Mind Guest" and "Gateway to
>Xanadu" and GOR????  Or are you talking about her "other" books?

Actually, a better comparison is her "warrior" series. As in the Gor books
the women knew their places, and were generally used and abused, handed
around, and beaten whenever they talked back. Like the Gor books it was a
combination of savages in leather waving swords, and high tech science
fiction. Also like the Gor books you had this self-confident, feminist type
woman from a higher technology landing among the savages to learn how good
life was as a slave.

The difference was that a female was actually the main protagonist in
Green's series, and that the "warrior" in question had some kind of
powerful telepathic ability.

John D Angus
Ottawa, Ontario Canada

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 02:14:45 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: P.C. Hodgell, _God Stalk_

The recent Hypatia Press publication of the sequel to this novel sparked
substantial discussion in this newsgroup of Hodgell's work.  I had flipped
through _God Stalk_ at a friend's apartment, but found nothing tremendously
appealing about the cover matter, writing style or the friend's
description, enthusiastic though it was.

While toiling my way through Rand's _Atlas Shrugged_, however, I had
occasion, not to say need, to read some mind candy, so I gave it another
try (along with a bunch of Georgette Heyer Regencies).  The writing style
wasn't unbearable - it took getting used to, but I can't say it was bad.
Hodgell's excuse of it as Victorian is about right.

The gods of Tai-tastigon being parasitic, dependent upon belief, and so on,
is not a sufficiently amusing idea to redeem the book for me.  The stuff
about Jame's master thief, however, nearly was (particularly the sequence
at the end after grabbing the other Eye) and escaping over the rooftops.
Heh).  The book certainly has enough action-with-wry-commentary to satisfy
the most plot deprived person imaginable.  I don't think I'm going to fork
over $60 to read more in the saga; however, I will look into borrowing it
from someone and add my voice to the many who say they'd just love to buy
it hc/pb, as long as it's less than $30.

Entertaining novel.  Definitely worth a look.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 03:15:43 GMT
From: spamman@u.washington.edu (Michael Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: P.C. Hodgell, _God Stalk_

Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley <rcrowley@zso.dec.com> wrote:  
>I don't think I'm going to fork over $60 to read more in the saga;
>however, I will look into borrowing it from someone and add my voice to
>the many who say they'd just love to buy it hc/pb, as long as it's less
>than $30.

The good news is, the sequel to _God Stalk_ is called, _Dark of the Moon_.
It is substantially cheaper than $30.00.  In fact, you can find paperback
editions at used book stores.  The Hypatia Press publication: _Seeker's
Mask_, is the THIRD book in the series.

Michael Pearce

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 02:20:04 GMT
From: pconnelly@delphi.com (Paul Connelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: P.C. Hodgell, _God Stalk_
 
I'm glad there's a third book.  The first two were definitely a treat in
terms of both action and atmosphere.  Both of these were on my list (along
with Greer Ilene Gilman's _Moonwise_) as underappreciated books.
 
Paul

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 15:31:19 GMT
From: LCHIU@mechanical.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Phillip Chiu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Giants Novel

I have read the Giant's novel and I also thought it was great. Although I
didn't have a chance to read Entoverse. But it doesn't seem as interesting
but I could be wrong. Anyone read it yet?

Phillip Chiu

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 20:27:41 GMT
From: louiss@PROBLEM_WITH_INEWS_GATEWAY_FILE (Louis Sivo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Giants Novel

I read it and did not enjoy it. I really liked the first 3 books but for
some reason this forth one did not click for me. I'm not sure why, but it
just didn't. So much for an in-depth analysis.... :-)

Louis Sivo
Hewlett-Packard Company                   
USFO Direct Marketing Information Systems 
louiss@nafohq.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 13:50:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Giant's Novels

It's a lot better than the cover blurb would lead you to guess.  I enjoyed
it a lot; virtual reality is not so central to the plot as is artificial
life (which he handles really well).

It's better than _Giants' Star_, about as good as the first two.

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 94 07:10:35 GMT
From: hazel@netcom.com (Hazel Boston-Baden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hubbard

>Where did the Battlefield:Earth books come from?  Did Elron write them and
>leave a stack of unpublished manuscripts behind when he died?  Is his name
>being used as a `house' pseudonym by the Bridge Publications People?  What
>is the connection between Bridge Pubs and Scientology?

I asked the first three questions at the Bridge party at WorldCon.  It
seemed like a good place to get the Official answer.

The Battlefield:Earth books and all the rest of the "new" Elron books are
from the old pulps!  They were serialized in the pulp magazines, and never
published in book form.

[That was the official answer.]

I can actually vouch for part of this, although they're wrong
(misinformed?) on the last point.  I actually have an old hardcover copy of
Slaves of Sleep.

Friends, would you be surprised to know that these stories churning out in
book form today *predate* Scientology?  That's why they're so bad...
that's why you can take out a chapter and not affect the storyline as a
whole... that's why they read like pulp fiction... This is genuine
authentic pulp material!

As far as the connection between Scientology and Bridge Publications: I
have heard from some L.A. fans that certain conventions have had some
problems with Bridge Pubs coming in to the convention unauthorized.  That
is, subletting a dealers table without the concom's knowledge, and (more
seriously) having the lady in the belly-dancing outfit sidle up to
unsuspecting pros (especially in the green room) in order to have their
photographer shoot some snapshots that can later be used in Scientology
publications without the pros' knowledge or consent.

hazel-chaz@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 19:17:16 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hubbard

Hazel Boston-Baden (hazel@NETCOM.COM) wrote:
>>Where did the Battlefield:Earth books come from?  Did Elron write them
>>and leave a stack of unpublished manuscripts behind when he died?  Is his
>>name being used as a `house' pseudonym by the Bridge Publications People?
>>What is the connection between Bridge Pubs and Scientology?
>
>I asked the first three questions at the Bridge party at WorldCon.  It
>seemed like a good place to get the Official answer.
>
>The Battlefield:Earth books and all the rest of the "new" Elron books are
>from the old pulps!  They were serialized in the pulp magazines, and never
>published in book form.
>
>[That was the official answer.]

Not quite. First, there was only one _Battlefield Earth_ book. It was huge,
granted, but there was only one volume. You are probably referring to
_Mission: Earth_ (10 volumes).

Second, _Battlefield Earth_ was written by L. Ron Hubbard (1911-1986) to
commemorate his 50th anniversary as a writer. It was successful
(commercially, at least) and he decided to get back into the field that he
had abandoned 32 years previously. Thus the 10 volume opus. Did he write
all of it? I do not know. There are different rumors but I have not seen
any proof. He *was* extremely prolific in the 30's (writing a short novel
in 2 days if need be) so it's not impossible.

Finally, _Bridge Publications_ has been bringing his work from the pulp
years back into print for the last 5 years or so. Their quality varies but
the current generation of fans is not likely to enjoy it, IMO.

>I can actually vouch for part of this, although they're wrong
>(misinformed?) on the last point.  I actually have an old hardcover copy
>of Slaves of Sleep.

Yes, some of his work was reprinted in the 50's by the semi-professional
publishers of the time. Your copy is probably worth a small fortune
(comparatively speaking.) There were also paperback reprints in the 60's
and 70's. You can have them for a few bucks via mail order channels.

>This is genuine authentic pulp material!

Some of it is, but some of it is not.

>As far as the connection between Scientology and Bridge Publications: 
[minor shenanigans attributed to the Church of Scientology deleted]

It's nothing compared to what the two sides (pro and against Scientology)
have accused each other of over the last 40 years or so. People have spent
quite some in jail (on both sides).

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 13:41:32 GMT
From: ben_jeapes@learned.co.uk
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: L. Ron Hubbard -- the truth

There was correspondence in a recent Digest about L. Ron Hubbard, did he
ever go to jail, etc.  I've just finished reading a truly *fascinating*
biog. of LRH called BARE-FACED MESSIAH by Russell Miller.  The
Scientologists tried to ban it for libel of LRH - I imagine they failed
because he died and the dead can't be libelled.  Every fact mentioned in
the book is backed up by names, places, dates or references to the
appropriate document.  The truth about this man is infinitely more
interesting, and less flattering, than the propaganda put out by the
Scientologists.

Please forgive this plug, but I justify it as a public-service
announcement.  I'm in no way connected with Miller or the publishers
(Arrow, in the UK); it's purely impartial.

Ben Jeapes
ben_jeapes@learned.co.uk

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Kerr (4 msgs) & Kolupaev & Kurtz (4 msgs) &
                    May (2 msgs) & McCrumb & McHugh & McKillip &
                    Myers & Neville (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 13:33:08 GMT
From: guillam6@cti.ecp.fr (Azatoth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What do you think of...

There are some books I really liked and I never saw discussed here. So I'd
like to know if my tastes are very bad or if someone else out there has
read and liked the books too. Here's one:

  The Deverry series, by Katharine Kerr.

Mat

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 23:23:57 GMT
From: dagibbs@qnx.com (David Gibbs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What do you think of...

I have read _Daggerspell_ and _Darkspell_, are there others? 

Other than the unbelievably insulting "editor's note" at the start of
_Daggerspell_, I found them to be quite enjoyable.

Btw, the book _Daggerspell_ deals with one or two reincarnated lives of
some souls, and because of this tends to jump about in time for different
chapters, with each chapter starting with a title page that has a location
and a number (obviously a date) on the page (e.g. "Deverry, 698"), the
title page for the prologue has an additional box on it that says,
"Editor's Note: These dates are important for an understanding of the
story."  I almost ditched the book right then and there.

David

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 06:11:55 GMT
From: jhourigan@hoasys.isd1.tafensw.edu.au
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What do you think of...

You are not alone, I also enjoyed the Deverry series. It's been a long
while since I last read them, but I think one of the things that kept me
reading was that the main characters didn't get out of it all without a
scratch. The ending made a nice change too. I get a bit tired of "and they
all lived happily ever after" as an ending. What did you especially like
about it?

Regards.

Janene

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 94 21:27:34 GMT
From: russgold@netaxs.com (Russell Gold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What do you think of...

David Gibbs (dagibbs@qnx.com) wrote:
>I have read _Daggerspell_ and _Darkspell_, are there others?

Following those two are _The Bristling Wood_, _The Dragon Revenant_, _A
Time Of Exile_, _A Time of Omens_, and _Days of Blood and Fire_.

I have not read the last one yet, but I liked the series enough to read all
of the others, so far. Note: In at least one sense, _The Dragon Revenant_
is the end of the original series, with the major thread (Nevyn's)
resolved; however, the other books continue some of the other plot lines,
including some that have yet to be concluded.

Russell Gold
russgold@netaxs.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 08:15:33 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Retrograde Reviews--Victor Kolupaev:Hermit's Swing

Victor Kolupaev:Hermit's Swing

A Retrograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

I picked up this book purely on a whim, while searching, at my wife's
behest, for the new Dean R. Koontz.  Let nobody tell you those little
"rocket-ship" stickers some libraries put on SF are good for nothing.

The collection is introduced by Theodore Sturgeon, and some of the stories
herein have a definite Sturgeonesque feel to them - "The Biggest House",
"What Funny Trees" (which calls to mind "The Man Who Lost The Sea") and
"The Newsstand" in particular.  There's also a slight reminiscence of
Bester.

The first and last stories are the most straightforward SF.  "For Love of
Earth" is about the crew of a starship who find themselves back on Earth,
having lost their memories to a greater or lesser degree, and have to piece
together who they are and how they came back.  "Hermit's Swing" tells of
the planet Hermit, and of the bizarre temporal anomaly that tears a colony
apart.  (It is, however, one of those stories where the characters are much
too slow at figuring out what's happening...)

The other stories in the collection don't stick to straight SF - "The
Newsstand" is a time paradox story, and "Smile" is almost magic realism.

Collections like this give me the impression that more of the good SF than
we may realize is being written in languages other than English.  The
Quebecois science fiction I've read in translation is also ample evidence
of this fact.  Most of them no doubt deserve wider recognition than they
are getting now, and Victor Kolupaev is among them.

Author:     Kolupaev, Victor
Title:      Hermit's Swing
Publisher:  Macmillan
City:       New York
Date:       1980
Order Info: ISBN 0-02-566350-X
Comments:   Hardcover
Pages:      199pp
Series:     Best of Soviet SF

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 14:21:51 GMT
From: jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Info on Kurtz collaborations...

Anyone heard when Katherine Kurtz and Deborah Turner Harris plan on coming
out with another book in the "Adept" series?  How about the next book in
the "Knights of the Blood" series by Kurtz and Scott MacMillan?

Jim Lahue
Power Personal Systems, IBM
jlahue@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 18:28:43 GMT
From: The.Lemming@rutgers.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Info on Kurtz collaborations...

Jim Lahue writes
>Anyone heard when Katherine Kurtz and Deborah Turner Harris plan on coming
>out with another book in the "Adept" series?

I don't know about "another" but the third book is out.  I still haven't
read it, despite having owned it for some time.

>How about the next book in the "Knights of the Blood" series by Kurtz and
>Scott MacMillan?

You know, I really used to like Kurtz until she started killing off every
single character I liked in the post-Camber years.  The Adept books aren't
too bad, but I really think that the Blood ones prove she ought to stick to
semi-historical.  Her passion for the aristocracy is just a _bit_ out of
place when applied to a cop from CA.  And the plot, I found, was just way
too much for me to suspend my disbelief over.  I had zero understanding of
the main character's motivation for his choice at the end of the first
Blood book.  The skinheads seemed gratuitous. I wish she'd go back to the
distant past, until she gets a firmer grip on how things really work in
this century.  I'd like to blame her collaborators (so many of my favorites
seem to make a drastic dip in quality when they do co-work), but that
doesn't seem fair, as I haven't read any of their individual works.

Not to say that they're utterly worthless.  Just they don't measure up to
her earlier work.

stevenr@alleg.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 03:05:44 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Info on Kurtz collaborations...

jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue) wrote:
> Anyone heard when Katherine Kurtz and Deborah Turner Harris plan on
> coming out with another book in the "Adept" series?  How about the next
> book in the "Knights of the Blood" series by Kurtz and Scott MacMillan?

Yes, besides another Adept book, they will collaborate on a sequel to
LAMMAS NIGHT, which is unfortunate in my view point.  I think Harris is not
nearly as good as a writer as Kurtz is.  Witness the overuse of the very
bad phrase "Peregrin had the good grace to blush" in the second book
(ack!).  I'm afraid the Lammas sequel will be quite different in tone from
the original.  Personally, I wish Katherine would write it by herself and
stop sharecropping.  I don't want to read a book by DT Harris, I want to
read a book by Katherine Kurtz.

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 04:22:24 GMT
From: elendil@mintir.new-orleans.la.us (Edward J. Branley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Info on Kurtz collaborations...

jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue) writes:
>Anyone heard when Katherine Kurtz and Deborah Turner Harris plan on coming
>out with another book in the "Adept" series?  How about the next book in
>the "Knights of the Blood" series by Kurtz and Scott MacMillan?

Kurtz and Harris had a deal for three books, which was expanded into four.
Given the fact that the third "Adept" book doesn't "fit" the the first two,
I suspect it was the last concept to be developed, and what will be the
fourth book is the one that closes what was supposed to be a trilogy.

As to the "Knights" series, there are indeed supposed to be more.  The
writing on that one was done by MacMillan, so who knows as to when another
will come out.

Edward J. Branley
Seashell Software
Metairie, LA
elendil@mintir.new-orleans.la.us

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 02:56:54 GMT
From: kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Diamond Mask: thorough disappointment

e-siebert@uchicago.edu (Eric Siebert) writes:
>but THAT's the actual problem. the Remillards aren't the story in DM. as a
>result, we have very little to fill the story with but Diamond herself. in
>fact, much of the appeal (IMHO) of the other books involves all the
>subplots and continuous intermixing of existing characters. in DM, May has
>a short space of time to deliver on developing a single central character
>that has few of these subplots to draw upon.

True, though Diamond does have as ancestors the Scot and Russian characters
from Intervention, and she ends up spending a fair bit of time around one
Remillard or another. I mean, her interaction with the human metapsychic
establishment is a big part of her story; if she were a more interesting
character the interweavings would maybe seem less flat.

On reflection I essentially agree with you; Diamond Mask has a lot of
problems, but the biggest is that it's trying to build Diamond into a match
for characters who've been establishing themselves since The Non-Born
King. Not a hopeless task, maybe, but May certainly didn't manage it.

Justine

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 22:51:00 GMT
From: djp@alpha.sunquest.com (Dan Parslow, x2556)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Diamond Mask: thorough disappointment

kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury) writes:
>On reflection I essentially agree with you; Diamond Mask has a lot of
>problems, but the biggest is that it's trying to build Diamond into a
>match for characters who've been establishing themselves since The
>Non-Born King. Not a hopeless task, maybe, but May certainly didn't manage
>it.

The remarkable thing about this observation is that Illusio Diamond Mask
was the seminal character for all the Milieu books, according to May in _A
Pliocene Companion_.  First she came up with the costume, then determined
what kind of character would wear it, then why, then the world she lived
in...

I for one did not find DM flat, though the way it glossed over her life
after the defining event made me think Ms. May was in a hurry to finish the
book.  Though admittedly the structure of JtB was the same in this regard.

In all I find it peculiar that she would take 7 books to get to the
inspiring character, then deal with her in such an offhand manner.  I agree
that Diamond Mask is not as strong a book as the others, and that the
Pliocene quartet remains the best Milieu work to date.  I wonder if that's
because May was working with preexisting myth and paleology?  Maybe she's
better at building on established foundations than at worldscaping from
scratch...

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 12:37:35 GMT
From: young@epas.utoronto.ca (Abigail Ann Young)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Zombies of the Gene Pool

Zombies is a novel about scifi writers and fans rather than scifi itself.
It is a mystery by Sharyn McCrumb (I always swore not to read books by
people who couldn't spell their own given names (too many Debbi's with
little hearts over the i instead of dots, I guess), but her stuff is pretty
good). I have two questions:

1. Has anyone else read it?

2. If so, is the group of budding scifi writers/fen living on a farm in
Tennessee and writing fanzines and going to the early cons based on any
real people that I ought to recognise as authors of the 50s/60s?  It all
just seemed as if I ought to recognise some of the situations or people.

Thanks.

Dr. Abigail Ann Young
Records of Early English Drama
Victoria College
University of Toronto
young@epas.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 21:52:55 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Maureen McHugh

atc@cs.utexas.edu (Alvin T. Campbell III) writes:
>For a good one-book-so-far writer, I would recommend Maureen McHugh, whose
>ambitious debut novel, _China Mountain Zhang_, was a Hugo finalist in
>1993. Her writing style and storytelling ability are amazingly mature for
>such a young writer. McHugh's short fiction, mostly published in Asimov's,
>has been consistently thought-provoking and well written.

Anyone who shares my enthusiasm for Maureen McHugh is OK by me.  CHINA
MOUNTAIN ZHANG, I am programmed by my blurbmeister genes to tell you, was
also a Nebula finalist, and won the Tiptree Award, the Lambda Literary
Award, and the Locus Award for Best First Novel.

Maureen won't be a one-book writer much longer, though; her second novel,
HALF THE DAY IS NIGHT, will appear in October.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 04:30:46 GMT
From: dani@telerama.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: McKillip: The Cygnet and the Firebird

Patricia McKillip's "The Cygnet and the Firebird" is a sequel to "The
Sorceress and the Cygnet".  It has much of the charm of the latter, but is
not nearly as opaque and I enjoyed it better.

The setting of the first part of the book is reminiscent of the
Riddlemaster trilogy: Ro Holding is old, quirky, unpretentious, and
possessed of ancient magics.  Its routine (to the extent that nine days of
squabbling in council is routine) is disrupted by the appearance first of
an unknown mage seeking to steal an unknown treasure, then by the
appearance of a firebird (actually a man enchanted into a firebird), whose
cries effect such transformations (luckily temporary) as turning horses
into trees and people into rosebushes.

The firebird attacks the mage, who flees for his life, taking with him
Meguet, the guardian of Ro.  Nyx - the sorceress of the previous book, now
the Heir, follows with Brand, the man who is enchanted into firebird form
for all but a few hours a day.  They find themselves in the land of Brand's
father, a powerful mage-king.  This is a land preoccupied with dragons
(though there are those who do not believe that dragons exist), and the
treasure the mage was seeking has the potential to lead its owner to a
dragon.  But the motivations of those who most want that treasure are
highly suspect.  (We see quickly enough who is *probably* being honest, but
since a mistake could lead to the destruction of Ro, 'probably' is
problematic.)

The book doesn't work that well as a story, but then, it doesn't try to.
Its success lies primarily in the author's ability to evoke an atmosphere,
or rather, a series of atmospheres - that of the Holding, where Nyx's
sorceries are something people put up with as they might put up with a
member of the family playing a violin, that of the Palace, with its many
mages and soldiers and secrets, that of the desert, with its mysteries and
hidden powers.  The reader turns the page less to see what the characters
will do next than to see what the author will do next.

An enjoyable book, though not exceptionally so.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
dani@telerama.lm.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 94 00:02:42 GMT
From: morgyn@netcom.com (Morgyn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Myers

Another book by John Myers Myers:  The Harp and the Blade

which I actually preferred to The Moon's Fire Eating Daughter - it had some
great lyrics in it.

And Myers is dead, sad to say.

There is a concordance to go with Silverlock, gives you all the references.
I actually saw it at a convention once, but was too stupid to buy it ... I
say this because I've never seen it since.  But it was expensive, at
_least_ as thick as Silverlock, and I was poor.  *shrug*

I believe there was also some references to Gilbert & Sullivan's Ruddigore,
The Golden Ass, and The Fall of the House of Usher ....  (Maybe El Cid, too
...)

Morgyn

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 13:33:08 GMT
From: guillam6@cti.ecp.fr (Azatoth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What do you think of...

There are some books I really liked and I never saw discussed here. So
I'd like to know if my tastes are very bad or if someone else out there
has read and liked the books too. Here's one:

   "The Eight", by Katherine Neville

Mat

------------------------------

From: nicolas@stam.nl (Nico Veenkamp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What do you think of...
Date: 24 May 94 16:58:59 GMT

> - "The Eight", by Katherine Neville

When this book first came out I stumbled across it. I am not much of a
chessplayer but like, among other, historical novels. So after reading some
pages in the store I decide to pick it up. When I got home I started
reading it and did not put it down after daybreak. This was one great book.
I very much liked the way she used the two parallel stories to shed light
on events in the other timeline.

Thanks for reminding me about this book. I definitely have to read it again
soon.

Nico Veenkamp

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Niven (3 msgs) & Piercy (2 msgs) & Raskin &
                    Rawn & Reichert (2 msgs) & 
                    Kim Stanley Robinson (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 17:18:41 GMT
From: scs@vectis.demon.co.uk ("Stuart C. Squibb")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Niven: The Guide to Larry Niven's Ringworld

Has anyone any comments on the above book? (188 pp, Author Kevin Stein,
Published by Baen Books) I have just purchased it and would be interested
in hearing others' views.

Thanks.

Stuart
scs@vectis.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 17:22:56 GMT
From: r.furr@genie.geis.com (Rob Furr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven: The Guide to Larry Niven's Ringworld

Stuart C. Squibb scs@vectis.demon.co.uk writes:
>Has anyone any comments on the above book ? (188 pp, Author Kevin Stein,
>Published by Baen Books) I have just purchased it and would be interested
>in hearing others' views.

Margins too wide. Type too large. Material looks to be taken directly from
the Chaosium game. Not worth it.

Rob F.

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 21:43:15 GMT
From: sheol!throopw@dg-rtp.dg.com (Wayne Throop)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Crashlander, by Larry Niven

This recently released paperback collects the Beowulf Shaeffer stories
together, along with some connecting glue.  If you haven't read them all,
here's your chance.  And the glue isn't bad.

The stories are quite well known: Neutron Star, At the Core, Flatlander,
Grendel, The Borderland of Sol, along with a new story related to the
"glue", Procrustes.  Neutron Star, At the Core, and The Borderland of Sol
are each stories spun around strange astrophysical objects.  The others
more simply exploit more varied Known Space staples, such as the curious
legal system, bits of Slaver technology, transfer booths, and so on.

The more recent material applies more modern terms for what must have been
the case all along, such as "nanotechnology" for some of the things that
were handwaved away in earlier stories.  I'm not sure if this is a good
thing or not.  It gave an odd flavor on top of the basic staple of
Known-Space-ness.  This is perhaps similar to the flavor of some of the
better Man-Kzin-War series.  I'd place Crashlander (being done by Niven
instead of by collaborators) as better work than the average of the
Man-Kzin-War stuff.

But in addition to pointing out that you will like this if this is the sort
of thing you like, and pointing out that it's mostly a collection of older
stories, the thing that perhaps *most* struck me is a contrast between the
style of the older work, and the style of the connecting glue and the new
story.  (Note: possible minor spoilers, but only for the "classic
material".)

The early Beowulf Shaeffer was so *sure* he had everything significant
figured out at the end of each story.  It was something that minimally
annoyed me about early Niven in general.  "The puppeteers don't have a
moon".  Come *on*.  That's totally *lame*.  As is, in fact, a lot of the
detail science behind, say Neutron Star and the others.  For examples, in
the situation described, Beowulf Shaeffer would have been torn apart, no
matter that he hid at the center of gravity.  And the Institute of
Knowledge at Jinx didn't know about *tides*?  We have the puppeteer
reporting some of their followup work on the original attempt:

   "A mass that large can distort space by its rotation."  Said
   the Puppeteer.  "The Laskins' projected hyperbola was twisted
   across itself in such a way that we can deduce the star's
   period of rotation to be two minutes twenty-seven seconds."

So, the IofK knew enough to run general relativistic calculations on the
twist that a massive rotating body gives spacetime, but were naive enough
to forget to model *tides*?  Foo!  Foo I say!

My point is, both of these qualities (Niven as author having such faith
that thought converges on one, and the correct, solutions to things, and
having his characters actually it on it) seem to have have mellowed with
age. "Wheels within wheels" makes for a more plausible story than sudden,
simple, final strokes of insight.  In the end, I rather like a style of
sudden strokes of insight that reveal a deep nest of wheels-within-wheels.

The juxtaposition of all these stories, written at various times, and
with the most modern material between, points out the changes in Niven's
style nicely.  Niven's characters are no longer so cocksure of
themselves.  Beowulf points out that maybe the puppeteers just sent him
in to *prove* their hulls safe, but they already knew about the tides.
They didn't want to tell him in advance: they wanted him to figure it
out.  And that his "successful" blackmail was simply them reinforcing
their cover story.  A little bit of reconning from the more mellow,
mature Niven.  Similar things apply to interpretations of the
Puppeteer's actions reacting to the core explosion.

I think I like the later Niven somewhat better.  

At least... I *think* I do.

Author:     Niven, Larry 
Title:      Crashlander
Publisher:  DelRey (Ballantine)
City:       New York
Date:       1994
Order Info: ISBN 0-345-38168-8

Wayne Throop
throopw%sheol@concert.net
throop@aur.alcatel.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 94 23:02:00 GMT
From: IZZYLV2@mvs.oac.ucla.edu (Leah Robin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Marge Piercy

_He, She and It_ is a return to her earlier thread of science fiction.  Not
only did she write _Woman on the Edge of Time_, but also _Dance the Eagle
to Sleep_.

_Woman on the Edge of Time_ is interesting but dated, both in its
discussion of the treatment of the mentally ill (deinstitutionalization in
the '80's has eliminated most long-term stays in mental hospitals), and the
visualization of the utopia is heavily influenced by early '70's feminist
notions of androgyny which were out of vogue by the late '70's.  It's
certainly SF in terms of being speculative fiction.  It will be interesting
to see if _He, She and It_ will be as dated in 20 years.

Leah Robin
Izzylv2@mvs.oac.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 20:32:42 GMT
From: Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk (Ken & Jo Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Marge Piercy

Is _He, She and It_ also called _Body of Glass_ I mean is that the UK
title?  Could somebody please let me know urgently as I am a big Piercy fan
and do not want to miss anything! However, it sounds from what you say as
if it is, because _Body of Glass_ is sort of cyberpunk and the first SF she
has written for ages, so probably it is just the US title (Jo stops biting
fingernails and jumping up and down:-) If it is _BoG_ then I am very
interested in arguing about it!

To your other point. _Woman on the Edge of Time_ is probably the best
written utopia I have ever read. OK, the stuff about the mental
institutions is out of date - thank goodness. That doesn't make it less
true or less horrific or even less interesting. Less *depressing* maybe. I
don't see the book as dated.  Idealistic, utopian, of its time (in the same
way _1984_ reflects 1948 and _Brave New World_ reflects the 30s).
Interesting that I can't think of any examples of utopian fiction from
*within* SF which are dated in the same way.  The ones that sprang to mind
_The Dispossessed_ doesn't reflect 1975 in the same way that _1984_ and
_WotEoT_ reflect their times. Neither, emphatically, does Delany's
_Triton_. _WotEoT_ is from outside the tradition but is very interesting in
what it does, and some of the issues it raises have yet to be answered. OK
feminism was a 70s thing - does that mean that questioning the position of
women in society is dated? The basic issue in the novel is the issue of
power - who holds it, who can control whom. That's why the protagonist is
so completely disempowered - a mental patient who cannot even have control
over her own body but who is still free in her mind. It is in some ways
interesting to compare with Disch's _Camp Concentration_. Must stop now.

Jo

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 14:13:57 GMT
From: u5x58@lfht1.hso.link.com (Paula Berman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ellen Raskin

Boy, there's a name I'd forgotten.  I've read at least 2 of hers; Figgs and
Phantomes, and one about the heirs to a very wealthy person who have to
solve a mystery to claim their inheritance.  They were decent reading...
but reminiscent of Susan Cooper? I just don't see it.

Paula Berman                        
u5x58@lfht1.hso.link.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 08:44:39 GMT
From: mark@traceyanne.brisnet.org.au (Mark Looi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Rawn: Exiles (new book)

Looking through my catalog of upcoming releases that came from my local
bookstore today, I noticed that Melanie Rawn has a new book coming out in
October called Exiles.

Anyone know anymore about this book?

If she sticks to her original plan, this won't have anything to do with her
other 6 books (in the Sunrunner series), but will still be a fantasy novel.
Anyone know more?

Mark Looi    
mark@traceyanne.brisnet.org.au
mlooi@fit.qut.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 22:10:22 GMT
From: jkm2@ra.msstate.edu (Joseph K Mcallister)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Micky Zucker R(mumblemumble) : GodSlayer

 Was there ever a follow-up to this book.  The end leads you to believe
that there will be more story... But then I never saw a sequel to it.  (Of
course I went into a poverty stage where I could barely afford rice, much
less books *grin* right after I read this)

Joel

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 04:25:00 GMT
From: nachison@scsud.ctstateu.edu (Beth Nachison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Micky Zucker R(mumblemumble) : GodSlayer

jkm2@Ra.MsState.Edu (Joseph K Mcallister) writes:
>Was there ever a follow-up to this book.  The end leads you to believe
>that there will be more story... But then I never saw a sequel to it.

Her name is Mickey Zucker REICHERT, and yes, there are 4 sequels to
GODSLAYER.  They are, in order,
   2) Shadowclimber
   3) Dragonrank Master
   4) Shadow's Realm
   5) By Chaos Cursed

She has an unrelated fantasy trilogy in print as well:
   1) The Last of the Renshai
   2) The Western Wizard
   3) Child of Thunder

and two standalone novels - one of them fantasy (The Legend of Nightfall)
and the most recent one sf (The Unknown Soldier).

All of these are published by DAW.

Beth
nachison@scsu.ctstateu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 08:16:03 GMT
From: troly@math.ucla.edu (Bret Jolly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: _Red Mars_ by Kim Stanley Robinson

			     Review: Red Mars

   The front matter of this book contains three pages of praise from
various reviewers.  Gregory Benford says:

	If you're looking for a scientifically sophisticated
	story, told with enormity[!] and grace, here it is.

   It does indeed have an enormity rivalling Judith Merril's infamous lunar
helicopter.  Some characters set off across the unterraformed Mars in a
dirigible loaded with windmills!  Here is KSR's description:

           Their dirigible was the biggest ever made, a planetary
        model [?] built back in Germany by Friedrichshafen Noch
        Einmal, and shipped up in 2029, so that it had just
        recently arrived.  It was called the _Arrowhead_, and it
        measured 120 meters across the wings, a hundred meters
        from front to back, and forty meters tall.  It had an
        internal ultralite frame, and turboprops at each wingtip
        and under the gondola; these were driven by small plastic
        engines whose batteries were powered by solar cells
        arrayed on the upper surface of the bag.  The
        pencil-shaped gondola extended most of the length of the
        underside, because most of it was temporarily filled with
        their cargo of windmills [...]

   Ignoring KSR's peculiar notion of what a turboprop is, where was he that
day in grade school when they explained the law of buoyancy?  Evidently he
was troubled by his intuition here, because he added an `explanation' a few
paragraphs later.

           It was remarkable, in fact, that they had not done
        anything like this before.  But flying on Mars was no
        easy thing, because of the thin atmosphere.  They were in
        the best solution: a dirigible as big and light as
        possible, filled with hydrogen, which in Martian air was
        not only not flammable, but also even lighter relative to
        its surroundings than it would have been on Earth.
        Hydrogen and the latest in superlite materials gave them
        a lift to carry a cargo like their windmills, but with
        such a cargo aboard they were ludicrously sluggish.

   We are all abysmally ignorant about some things, but should anyone this
ignorant of science be writing ultrahard saifai?  And what of the editors
who let this slip by?  Did they all skip class on that same fateful day in
grade school?

   Well, you say, what of the rest of the book?  After all, if we demanded
that our ultrahard-saifai writers had a good general knowledge of science,
we wouldn't have much to read.  Unfortunately, and despite its Nebula
award, this book is a thoroughbred turkey.  KSR has written some admirable
stories, but I felt embarrassed for him all through this book.

   It's a shame too, because he was clearly trying hard.  I could imagine
him at his word processor, surrounded by stacks of NASA SPs.  But he has no
idea of what is technologically plausible.  For example, when the 100
colonists arrive on Mars in 2027 they get their water by *extracting it
from the atmosphere*.

   A ways into the colonization, Mars is flooded with immigrants, mainly
from backward countries who are trying to relieve their population
pressures.  Did KSR think about this for five minutes?

   While the 100 colonists are colonizing Mars, their biologists discover
the secret of immortality in their spare time.

   KSR can create vivid, believable characters when he wants to (as in _The
Gold Coast_) but he didn't do it here.  Throughout the book the characters
give the impression that they are doing things not because they want to,
but because the author told them to.  The most appalling example of this is
a mild spoiler, so I save it to the end after a spoiler warning.

   A comparison with Pamela Sargent's Venus books forced itself upon me.
Sargent wrote a saga of the terraforming of Venus, where KSR is writing a
saga of the terraforming of Mars.  Sargent is not that much more
knowledgeable than KSR, and when she figured out that terraforming Venus
was much harder than she'd thought at first, she fell back on anti-gravity
machines which marred a would-be ultrahard saifai.  Nonetheless, Sargent's
saga is much better than KSR's.

   This is partly because her characters are more interesting and
believable, but largely because her future world is better thought out and
much more interesting than KSR's.  The earthbound part of KSR's future is
pretty much boring extrapolation.  Sargent's future is exotic and strange.
Sargent's future has a sense of wonder that KSR's lacks.

   _Red Mars_ does have some interesting ideas in it, but these are all to
be found, to much better effect, in his excellent novelette _Green Mars_,
which has appeared in a Tor double.  This novelette should not be confused
with the *novel* _Green Mars_, which is a sequel to _Red Mars_ and which is
to be followed by _Blue Mars_.  (Librarians everywhere will curse KSR's
name for this!)  KSR has decided to expand an excellent novelette into a
bloated and stupid trilogy.  This was a good business decision on his part,
but a sad decision from the viewpoint of those who love good saifai.

Author:     Robinson, Kim Stanley 
Title:      Red Mars
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
City:       New York
Date:       February 1993 (paperback November 1993)
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-56073-5
Pages:      572pp
Comments:   paperback USD5.99, also in hardback and trade ppb.

  MILD SPOILER WARNING

  When the original 100 colonists arrived at Mars, a group of political
utopians split off and colonized Phobos.  Near the end of the book it is
revealed that, in their first year on Phobos, the utopians hollowed it out
and secretly turned it into a giant rocket.  Ignoring the problem of how
they did this, *why* they did this remains a mystery.

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 14:27:38 GMT
From: firth@sei.cmu.edu (Robert Firth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: _Red Mars_ by Kim Stanley Robinson

troly@math.ucla.edu (Bret Jolly) writes:
>   Their dirigible was the biggest ever made, a planetary model
>   [?] built back in Germany by Friedrichshafen Noch Einmal, and
>   shipped up in 2029, so that it had just recently arrived.  It
>   was called the _Arrowhead_, and it measured 120 meters across
>   the wings, a hundred meters from front to back, and forty
>   meters tall.

You know, there is absolutely no excuse for this rubbish.  It took me just
thirty seconds to look up the statistics on the old Hindenberg.  It was 240
meters long and had a capacity of 200k m^3.

This "biggest dirigible ever made" is a minnow.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Films - Highlander 3 (3 msgs) & The Puppet Masters (2 msgs) &
               The Crow (2 msgs) & Tremors II & The Twonky (2 msgs) &
               Dark Universe & John Carpenter & Quatermass Movies &
               The Abyss

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 01:32:12 GMT
From: maxhawk@ccnet.com (Felix G.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander 3

   I saw a preview for Highlander 3 at the begining of The Crow. It looks
good, but looks can be deceiving, i.e. Highlander 2. From what I can gleen,
the story takes place 'today' and not in the future. Maybe they will forget
the second movie. That would make me rather happy...

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 13:08:41 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander 3

According to all the rumours they're ignoring Highlander II: The Sickening
completely (Hurrah).  The best line we have on the plot is two immortals
held in stasis by a rockfall somewhere (possibly Australia) coming out
after Connor wins The Prize and being somewhat pissed off.  Sean Connery is
reported to be in it as Ramirez in flashbacks as in the original.

------------------------------

Date: 15 May 94 21:13:43 GMT
From: spampina@bugs.cis.upenn.edu (Joe Spampinato)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander 3

Well, glad as I am that they're ignoring II (would that we could forget it
ever existed as well), this sounds like a problem.  Why did Connor get the
Prize if these two fellas were not dead yet?  I would assume that whatever
gives the Prize would have known that these two were still around.

HOWEVER, I'll gladly suspend my disbelief in return for a much better
movie.

IMHO it would be cool to explore why the immortals exist - why they are
born at random and what kind of society they have existing somewhat
invisibly in the world at large.  I always thought a good sequel would have
immortals start to come into being again after MacCloud gets the Prize.  He
would either know why and manipulate them or not know why and strive to
find out.

This of course assumes that they're not space aliens that were rebels on
some distant planet exiled through space and time without their memory that
can come back to life EVEN IF their heads are cut off as long as they cast
a neato spell.  Arrgh, I'm getting hives just writing about that ridiculous
sequel.

Joe Spampinato

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 22:16:57 GMT
From: tljames@mtu.edu (Thomas L. James)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Heinlein Movie (NOT Red Planet)

A couple of weeks ago, when that Confederate Widow miniseries was on, I
heard something puzzling on the radio at work. It was during a news clip,
and the DJ was talking about Donald Sutherland (re: the miniseries), and I
wasn't paying close attention. Suddenly, I heard something to the effect
that Sutherland will be appearing in "___________, which is based on the
novel by Robert A. Heinlein." And that was the end of the blurb, which was
never repeated. I know they were still talking about Sutherland, but I
didn't hear the title of the Heinlein book they were referring to. As
Sutherland had nothing, to my knowledge, to do with the Red Planet animated
miniseries on Fox, I assume this must be something else.

Does anyone have any info about Heinlein-based movies in production?

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 23:29:27 GMT
From: kliang@delphi.com (Kuo-yu Liang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein Movie (NOT Red Planet)

The movie is THE PUPPET MASTERS based on Heinlein's book.  The studio is
Hollywood Pictures, which is a division of Disney.  It will star Donald
Sutherland, Julie Warner and Eric Thal.  It is scheduled for a November
release at this point.
  
Kuo-Yu Liang
Sales Manager
Del Rey
kliang@delphi.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 00:41:31 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _The Crow_ (no spoilers)

This is the third time I've tried to write a review of _The Crow_, which I
saw early this afternoon.  My first review consisted, solely, of "Wow."
The second one I gave up on because it was too chaotic.

So let's get down to the nitty-gritty: _The Crow_ is a fine film.  I think
it's going to make Tim Burton *really* jealous.  It has a darkness and
realism that _Batman_ should have had, but didn't.

I won't talk too much about the story, because I don't want to give it
away.  It is, however, fairly typical (and the fact that I can say that
places me in a minority of strange people, but readers of these groups do
fit into the same minority) of its genre.

Some of the advertisements say, "Believe in Angels."  That is a good
summation of part of the movie.  It could also be said to deal with magic,
and has some strong, classical symbols (All Hallow's Eve, crows [who'd've
guessed? 8-)], a specific time span, etc.).

Our hero is superhuman.  Or maybe transhuman.  Played by Brandon Lee (who,
in case there is somebody who doesn't know, died just before filming
finished for the movie), he manages to portray, at the beginning of the
movie, a surprising amount of pain, confusion, and rage.  All without
saying a word, and mostly through *motion*, not facial expressions.
Shortly thereafter, he puts on makeup, which reminded me of Johnny Depp in
_Edward Scissorhands_.  (But this is not *bad*.  As I said earlier, there
is a starkness that is reminiscent of some Tim Burton movies, but which
seems *real*, not contrived.  And one of my first thoughts after Lee put on
his makeup was that Depp could *never* have done this part.  And Depp
impressed me greatly in _Edward_!)

Our hero is... a captivating part of the movie.  The character itself, and
Lee's portrayal, were, to me, transfixing.  And oh so intense!  For the
first fifteen or twenty minutes of the movie, all I could think was "Wow!"

It did not, however, continue that level of intensity.  Which is, in some
ways, a pity, but probably necessary.  I can't really picture myself
watching 100 or more minutes like that.

That first part of the movie is the cause for all the praise I reap on it.
The rest of the movie is, unfortunately, more traditional, probably meeting
some formula somewhere in Hollywood.  But that doesn't mean it is *bad*.
Or even not good.  As a whole, it is an excellent fantasy story (I probably
wouldn't classify it as horror, myself, but the distributors have).

I highly recommend this movie.  I'd give it a +4.5 on a -5 to +5 scale.  I
also highly recommend seeing it at a *GOOD* theatre, with large screen,
excellent sound, etc.  I can't imagine enjoying it the same way on a small
screen (such as video).

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 14:51:48 GMT
From: middletn@mcs.com (Evan Middleton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Crow-Premiere article

I've been asked to summarize the article in Premiere magazine that appeared
in the July 1993 issue. Here it is...

WARNING...LOTS OF SPOILERS FOLLOW!!

To begin with, _The Crow_ was filmed in North Carolina, a right-to-work
state.  As such, therre were fewer restrictions on who could fill what tech
role, and how many people had to what.  This means that, in California,
where the unions hold a lot of power, there would have been many more
precautions but, I'm getting ahead of myself.

The shooting of the Crow had started out badly. They had had a few problems
with safety already, and a few injuries among the tech crew, while building
the sets and such. Everybody was working long hours, and so everyone was
tired.

About three weeks before the shooting, the second unit (in charge of the
short, quick shots) needed the gun and six dummy bullets (bullets that look
like bullets, but have no power in them, so can't be fired) for close-ups.
Unfortunately, they did not have any on the set. Rather than waiting until
the next day, to find professionally made dummies, the director, prop
master, and special effects lead man, decided to make their own. Using live
rounds, they pulled the bullets apart, and removed all the powder from the
copper casings.  They loaded the gun and fired it several times, because,
since they had used real bullets, there was still residues of gunpowder,
and because the primer (the part of the bullet that sets the rest of the
gunpowder off) were still live. Unfortunately, one of the bullets still had
a live primer when they were done.

Normally, the gun would have then been handed over to an experienced prop
handler, who would have taken the gun directly to the set, and given it
directly to the actor, and then taken it back, and taken care of it (i.e.,
cleaned it, checked it for any strange details, whatever...). But, without
union rules, there was no such person. The gun was handed off to someone,
who handed it off to someone else.

While the close-up of the gun was being shot, the stand-in holding the gun
apparently fired it a few more times, to get the feel of the gun. He later
recalled hearing a pop, and told the camera operator, but neither of them
knew what it meant. What it meant was that the final primer had gone off,
and since there was just enough gunpowder left in the bullet, the bullet
was fired, though only enough to lodge it in the barrel, where it stuck.
The rest of the scene went as planned. But one of the camera operators saw
that there was a tip missing in the cylinder of the gun, and asked the
stand-in to rotate the cylinder, so that it would not show. Again, an
experienced gun handler probably would have known immediately what this
meant, but niether of them did.  After the shot, the guns were unloaded,
though no one noticed the missing tip, and the guns and bullets were
returned to the prop truck.

Guns are usually cleaned after being fired, but this time, since the gun
hadn't actually been fired the prop master saw no reason to do so. So the
tip of the bullet stayed in the barrel of the gun.

When the gun was next to be used, the gun was pulled out, along with the
dummies. Someone noticed that there was a tip missing, and checked the
cylinder, but not the barrel. And so, the tip was missed again...

Just before the scene, the gun was loaded. Daniel Kuttner, the prop master,
loaded the gun with a single blank, and called "Full Load", letting
everyone on the set know that the blank had just as much gunpowder in it as
a real bullet, presumably to make the sound more realistic.

When the gun was fired, the powder acted as it is supposed to, and the
bullet was fired, hitting Brandon Lee in the the stomach, where it damaged
internal organs, severed an artery, and lodged against his spine. He was
taken to a hospital by ambulance, and died there, a few hours later.

There is more background, but I would suggest that anyone who is interested
in reading it go to their local library, where they should have a copy of
the article, either in the original form, or on microfiche.

All of the information in this note has been taken from the July 1993 issue
of Premiere Magazine. Any problems (other than spelling) should be taken up
with them.

Evan

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 14:01:45 GMT
From: helenb@vss.fsi.com (Bruce Helenb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tremors II

I thought I read a listing of upcoming movies in production/to be made
saying a sequel to _Tremors_ is to be made.  Any one have info?

Bruce Helenbart

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 15:44:06 GMT
From: libwrd@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Bill Davis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Twonky

Here's an obscure one for you.  I'm looking for anyone who has seen or
perhaps actually has a copy of The Twonky.  It's a pretty bad early 50's
sci-fi film that features a walking, talking TV set.  This film was
produced as TV was starting to rear its ugly head in American homes, and
many were predicting the demise of motion pictures as a result.

I've been looking for it for years.  As far as I know, it has never been
released on video.

Any info would be appreciated.

Thanks.

Bill Davis
libwrd@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 20:48:56 GMT
From: tgb@crl.com (Harvey Bernstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Twonky

Actually it was based on an excellent short story by Henry Kuttner. Don't
remember the film, though.

TGB

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 15:46:46 GMT
From: rsjohnso@naz.edu (Rich Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dark Universe

Here's my advice to anyone seeking a movie of the absolute lowest quality:

Go to your local video store. Avert your eyes from tapes of RUBY IN
PARADISE or HOWARD'S END. Don't allow yourself to be distracted by good
films. Go directly to the counter and demand a copy of DARK UNIVERSE.

You will not be disappointed. Bad. Truly, deeply bad. In ways you never
thought possible.

It's based on one of the all-time great B movie plots, one that's been used
in FIRST MAN INTO SPACE, MONSTER A GO-GO, and THE INCREDIBLE MELTING MAN.
An astronaut encounters something in space that turns him into a monster
(usually it's radiation, this time it's spores). He crashes his spaceship,
and begins killing everyone he meets.

The acting is bad. Joe Esteves (Martin Sheen's less sucessful brother)
plays a businessman who tries to start a private space flight company.  He
seems to be showing up in more and more low-budget movies. Watch for him...
he could be the John Carradine of the 90's.

What really makes DARK UNIVERSE special is the monster suit. Imagine what
H.R. Giger's Alien would've looked like if built by first graders.  It also
has praying mantis-like arms.

Amidst all the cheapness, there are a few good morphing effects. Amazing
how this technology has filtered through the movie business. What was
show-stopping a few years ago, is getting commonplace (check out the
morphing in Full Moon's SEEDPEOPLE).

FIRST MAN INTO SPACE, MONSTER A GO-GO, THE INCREDIBLE MELTING MAN, and now
DARK UNIVERSE: it's good to see a tradition continue.

Rich Johnson
rsjohnso@libra.naz.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 12:00:03 GMT
From: snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Carpenter's MOUTH OF MADNESS (?)

Okay, I just saw a show on NBC about special effects, and in one part they
talked about a film by John Carpenter with a lot of foam latex ghoulies and
ghosties and long-legged beasties. My roommate said that it was Cthulhu,
and after I thought about it I decided it probably wasn't Cthulhu but it
probably was a Shoggoth from Lovecraft's "At The Mountains of Madness."

Does anybody know anything about this project, whether this is an old movie
that I've missed, or whether it is indeed a Lovecraft film?

Stephen
snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 14:01:19 GMT
From: MJA@vax3.ltec.com ("Mark J. Aylor")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Quatermass Movies - was 5,000,000 Years to Earth

O.K. Here is the absolute info on the Quatermass series (well as it
is available in the U.S. anyway).

The Quatermass Experiment '56	AKAU* - The Creeping Unknown
   Brian Donlevy as Quatermass, 78 min., about $20
   also stars Richard Woodsworth and Margia Dean
Quatermass II '57  AKAU* - Enemy From Space
   Brian Donlevy as Quatermass, 85 min., about $40
   also stars Sidney James and John Longden
Quatermass and the Pit '58 AKAU* - Five Million Years to Earth
   Not sure? it does not mention Donlevy in the write up,
   but stars Andre Morell and Cec Linder
   180 min., about $40
The Quatermass Conclusion '79,
   John Mills as Quatermass, 105 min., about $60.00

   * AKAU = (Also Known as in the U.S.)

All four are comercially available in the U.S. This info and pricing was
taken from a Movies Unlimited catalog.

Hope this helps.

M. J. Aylor
maylor@ltec.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 18:42:59 GMT
From: legeros@unx.sas.com (Michael J. Legeros)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: THE ABYSS: THE DIRECTOR'S CUT

		       THE ABYSS: THE DIRECTOR'S CUT
		   A film review by Michael John Legeros
		    Copyright 1994 Michael John Legeros

   Still making rounds around town is the director's cut of THE ABYSS, a
definite must-see for action fans and a perfect warm-up to the July release
of TRUE LIES.

   The story presses a team of oil-drilling divers (led by Ed Harris) into
the service of the Navy, who requests their aid to locate and disarm a
missing nuclear sub.  Along for the ride is one ex-wife (Mary Elizabeth
Mastrantonio), some less-than-playful SEALS (led by Michael Biehn), and a
handful of luminescent, underwater aliens.

   Director James Cameron's undersea adventure received a soggy reception
in 1989, despite grossing somewhere between $50 to $80 million in the
States.  Critics couldn't accept the aliens and with good reason.  The
truncated film, cut by 27 minutes per the studio's request, gave zero
explanation for their existence.

   Aliens, that is.  Not critics.

   Now, with the footage restored, THE ABYSS is finally fathomable.  The
ending is still way-too-literal, but Cameron was young when he made this
movie.  (Remember the awful editing in TERMINATOR 2?  The man is still
learning.  Let's talk after TRUE LIES.)

   If nothing else, THE ABYSS is a bonafide technical masterpiece.  The
actors spent months underwater and did all of their own diving.  Their
efforts helped to win the Oscar for Best Visual Effects.  (The film was
also nominated for best cinematography and best sound.)

   Brave THE ABYSS.  You won't see another film like it for some time to
come.

   It's *that* deep.

Grade: A-
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Today's Topics:

	  Television - Highlander (5 msgs) & Star Trek (7 msgs) &
                       TekWar: Tek Justice (2 msgs) & 
                       Red Planet (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 06:23:43 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HL: Counterfeit

Some spoilers, I guess

Well, what can I say?

It did not manage to catch my attention at all.  It's a cliche plot line,
really, and they did not do too much.  I don't like the way Mac is acting
around Richie (although maybe the conclusion of the episode will help
resolve that).

I do hope the conclusion is better, but I'm not hopeful...

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 19:58:14 GMT
From: mwoody@herbie.unl.edu (M'Woody)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: Prodigal Son ( more *SPOILERS* )

Janet A Dornhoff (jad44314@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu) wrote:
>I was very relieved to finally have a female character who _wasn't_ in the
>slightest way a potential bedmate for Duncan.  It's been getting so
>repetitive and predictable lately: There's a female character, she winds
>up lip-locking at the least.

I, too, am happy to see that. I think it's silly that Duncan has to bed
every woman he runs into. And just 6 months ago he was looking to marry
Tessa. It's just one of those Hollywood things.

>I'm sure there are some guys out there who will immediately dismiss me as
>a male-bashing "feminazi" just for those comments, but you have no idea
>how frustrating and tiresome it gets to constantly see every female
>character fall into Duncan's bed within half an hour.

I'm a guy and I'm tired of it. Duncan is often showed as wise beyond his
seeming years. But when he jumps into bed with a woman, he looks like your
average late-20s-early-30s guy. It's very much against his character. Sure,
he loves women, but it was ridiculous when in the first episode after Tessa
dies, he got some.

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 22:19:00 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: Prodigal Son ( more *SPOILERS* )

mwoody@herbie.unl.edu wrote:
>I'm a guy and I'm tired of it. Duncan is often showed as wise beyond his
>seeming years. But when he jumps into bed with a woman, he looks like your
>average late-20s-early-30s guy. It's very much against his character.
>Sure, he loves women, but it was ridiculous when in the first episode
>after Tessa dies, he got some.

I didn't think it was inappropriate for Duncan and Annie to get together.
I've read that bereaved people will sometimes have a very strong desire for
sex very shortly after the death of their loved one.  (Anyone here remember
"The Summer of '42" book or movie?)  And Duncan and Annie almost got
together back in Ireland.  It's not as if they'd just met.  I thought their
love scene was very beautiful and touching.  And don't forget, Annie had
lost Tommy more recently than Duncan had lost Tessa.

Then there was Amanda, but hey, Duncan's had an ongoing thing with Amanda
for 350+ years.  At least he put up a token resistance.

Then Duncan cooled it until Renee, but that was just a date and a kiss
(although that was a great kiss).

Beth (I'm quite convinced he and Beth did it from the expression on his
face at the end of "Warmonger") and Nefertiri were a bit sudden.  But I
don't think it's particularly out of character.  Duncan has a history of
being something of a tomcat, and he doesn't always know a lot about the
women he beds.  Remember Bess in "Epitaph for Tommy?"

But I'm getting a little tired of women drifting into Duncan's life and
promptly drifting back out again.  I think, too, at this point, Duncan
would prefer longer term relationships.  He's known what it's like to be in
a committed relationship, and in spite of the problems that his being
immortal poses, he might like to be in that sort of relationship again.
And (yes Velia, I'm going to say it again, you can scream now) I want to
see Duncan get into another committed relationship in Highlander.

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 08:25:46 GMT
From: velia@netcom.com (Velia Tanner and Friends)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: Prodigal Son ( more *SPOILERS* )

mwoody@herbie.unl.edu writes:
>I, too, am happy to see that. I think it's silly that Duncan has to bed
>every woman he runs into. And just 6 months ago he was looking to marry
>Tessa. It's just one of those Hollywood things.

I'm always surprised when I see people saying that Duncan beds every woman
on the show.  I guess this impression came about because he, as M'Woody so
gracefully put it, 'got some' in "Eye For An Eye," the episode right after
The Darkness.  (Personally, I've never seen an angrier f*ck in my life - it
was all *about* Tessa, not Annie but, that's a separate issue.)  He also
slept with Amanda (no shock there!) and Nefertiri, after initially
resisting her seduction.

That's it.  Three women, all Immortals, two of them old flames.  I
challenge anyone to name another woman he slept with *in the whole season.*
(Whoops - I guess Lisa counts...  in a weird way...)

He did not sleep with Renee in Unholy Alliance.  He kissed her (kissed her
good) and they went their separate ways.  There is no evidence that he
slept with Beth (the reporter in Warmonger).  He wasn't sleeping with any
of the women in "The Vampire."

I think what is "one of those Hollywood things" is the viewer's assumption
that he sleeps with every woman you see him flirt with.  He doesn't.  He
hasn't slept with a mortal woman since Tessa died, and I don't think that's
by accident.

Velia
velia@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 13:14:31 GMT
From: lak@mc.duke.edu (Lisa Kadlec)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HL: Prodigal Son  ( more  *SPOILERS* )

Interesting that someone else mentioned the female police inspector, and
speculated about her being on again.  I was wondering about that very
thing.  If it weren't almost the end of the season, I would say the answer
was probably yes.  Sort of a female LeBrun, perhaps?  Although I must say
that my initial reaction is that I liked LeBrun better (though I'd have to
sit and think a bit in order to try to articulate why).  However, if the
first episodes of the new season will be in Seacouver, I wouldn't be at all
surprised if anyone we've met in France disappears through the revolving
guest character door by the time Duncan gets back there.  And as far as
Duncan going to bed with her, if she returns, I'm not so sure.  She is,
after all, a cop.  I know there was the army woman earlier this season, and
some other woman, who I can't place right now (the one who wanted to know
Duncan in "the biblical sense"), but I don't think we can conclude, from
what we actually saw, that he slept with either of them.  Mostly he's been
immortal bed hopping.  I suppose we'll all have to just wait and see.

Lisa

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 04:27:53 GMT
From: SA055@getty.onu.edu (daniel woodard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Did you see the last episode of STTNG?

  I watched it.  It had a nifty plot line, as well as some of the first 3
dimensional shots of space warfare ever seen in the series.  I hated how
they shoved the "we evolved from primordial ooze, and there it is" thing
down our throats.  I used to love ST, and STTNG, but now I see more and
more that it is used as a soapbox for humanistic and "New Age" religious
views.

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 14:02:44 GMT
From: hitech@bigwpi.wpi.edu (Thomas E Carr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Did you see the last episode of STTNG?

SA055@getty.onu.edu writes:
>  I watched it.  It had a nifty plot line, as well as some of the first 3
>dimensional shots of space warfare ever seen in the series.  I hated how
>they shoved the "we evolved from primordial ooze, and there it is" thing
>down our throats.  I used to love ST, and STTNG, but now I see more and
>more that it is used as a soapbox for humanistic and "New Age" religious
>views.

   I honestly didn't feel anything was being shoved down my throat. I felt
the epsiode flowed well and had a strong plot.  It was nice to see Q in one
of his more entertaining appearances.
   Also, the display of technology was cool.  That was half the reason I
tuned in.
   As for a soap box, well, if you want to get really picky, pretty much
every form of media could be construed as such.  Gene Roddenberry had
always meant for it to be an entertaining way of delivering a deeper
message of expansion and improvement of the human condition.  After all,
it's just a show.  Fiction.  Should Les Miserables have concentrated more
on the story without being such a 'soap box?'  Maybe.  It's all a matter of
opinion.

Thomas Carr
hitech@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 14:04:31 GMT
From: donan@u.washington.edu (Donald Anglin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: STNG Questions/SPOILER??

POSSIBLE SPOILER FOR LAST EPISODE

I missed about 8 months of STNG. And therefore must of missed what the deal
is with Whoopie Goldberg. In the tg guide 'collector' on the show, they
interviewed many of the important 'secondary' actors...but no where was
Whoopie. What happened? She wasn't on the last episode last night (which I
thought quite good). 

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 16:51:06 GMT
From: morgan@esvx17.es.dupont.com (Edward A. Morgan x2509)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STNG Questions/SPOILER??

donan@u.washington.edu (Donald Anglin) writes:
>POSSIBLE SPOILER FOR LAST EPISODE
>
>I missed about 8 months of STNG. And therefore must of missed what the
>deal is with Whoopie Goldberg.  ...  What happened. She wasn't on the last
>episode last night...

  I don't know why Whoopie wasn't in the last episode.  Her character's
ability to see 'outside' the normal realms of time would have given the
show another slant. 

Edward A. Morgan

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 22:04:00 GMT
From: HWYNDON@ja1.jsc.nasa.gov ("Wyndon, Henry H.")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek TNG "SPOILER"

I was quite impressed with the final episode, "All Good Things..."  I love
time travel stories.

Especially if they are technically accurate.  I was wondering about the
initial cause of the anomaly.  Would Picard have initiated the tachyon
emission in the future in search for the anomaly if Q had not ping ponged
him back and forth through time?  Or would Picard have gone to the Devron
System in the future anyway because of delusions caused by the defect in
his parietal lobe?  It is clear that the anomaly began in the future and
was further amplified by the other two tachyon emissions of the present and
the past.  So if Picard (in the future) did not have flash backs of the
anomalies of the past, would he have just stayed home and not gone out and
caused the anomaly in the first place?  Even if it started as a delusion in
his old age, his taking action in the future caused the delusion to become
reality for all times.

Can somebody tell me who Geordi's wife Leah was?  Was she the woman at the
outpost who was attacked by the morphic creature?

Where was Wil Crusher?  In earlier episodes they hinted that he was
supposed to become someone great.  Maybe they are going to spot light him
in one of the future movies.  And of course we could see Professor Moriarty
and Lore show up in future movies.  But the best one will probably be about
the Borg.

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 05:52:00 GMT
From: dale.clayton@canrem.com (Dale Clayton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ST:TNG, "All Good Things..."

 I saw the last episode of ST:TNG last night (Wednesday) on a local TV
station.

I have to say it wasn't a bad episode. But, it was more or less a typical
episode with some extra jazz thrown in. The last scene was a bit of a dud,
unless you're the sort that hung to every scene and word in the series.

I won't type any spoilers now. Just sit back and enjoy it when you see it.
Also keep an eye out for the retrospective show that is hosted by Frakes
(Riker).  But be warned that it contains a lot of spoilers to the last
episode and some for the coming movie. I recommend you see this after the
last episode.

Dale Clayton
dale.clayton@canrem.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 14:05:22 GMT
From: jgoss@torolab.vnet.ibm.com (Jeff Goss)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: STTNG: All Good Things... (SPOILER)

... must come back to "A Christmas Carol"! Didn't anyone else think the
next words out of Picard's mouth after he asked Worf and Deanna what date
it was (for the second time) were going to be "the spirits have done it all
in one night! Go fetch me the turkey as big as you from the butcher shop,
Worf!"

Enterprise past, present and future? Oh well, good series finale, just that
bit struck me funny near the end. Even down to the Captain joining his
senior officers for Christmas dinner, err I mean a card game after all was
said and done, changing his crotchety old ways - bah humbug!

Jeff Goss

------------------------------

Date: 11 May 94 09:40:52 GMT
From: flixman@dorsai.org (Robt Martin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TekWar: Tek Justice

Mark Koldys (ar971@FreeNet.Carleton.CA) wrote:
>I haven't been that impressed with the TekWar series, but the latest one,
>Tek Justice, is the best of the bunch. Very little padding in the 2 hours,
>several plot turns I did NOT anticipate, and a futuristic trial with a
>young defense attorney who is a hoot. Even Shatner is good in this. If
>you've given up on this show, try the latest one, Tek Justice; you may be
>pleasantly surprised.

A remarkable footnote: Universal TV execs ordered Shatner to jettison the
script for the third show in the series, and to develop a one-set piece
that could be produced VERY cheaply. Shatner (in an interview appearing in
the second issue of Sci Fi Entertainment Magazine) claims to have written
the outline for the courtroom drama during a 5-hour flight from Toronto to
Los Angeles.

(The 2nd issue won't be out until late June, I just happen to have had a
chance to read some of it.)

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 18:25:15 GMT
From: barmar@think.com (Barry Margolin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TekWar: Tek Justice

>I haven't been that impressed with the TekWar series, but the latest one,
>Tek Justice, is the best of the bunch.

I wonder if it's just a coincidence that this one isn't based on one of
Shatner's books.  Unless it's based on one that hasn't been published yet.
I don't think it matched the title or synopsis of the book announced inside
the back cover of the most recent Tek book.

Barry Margolin
System Manager
Thinking Machines Corp.
barmar@think.com
{uunet,harvard}!think!barmar

------------------------------

Date: 14 May 94 18:10:02 GMT
From: lawrencet5@aol.com (LawrenceT5)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Heinlein's Red Planet

Fox Television is running an animated mini-series titles "Robert Heinlein's
Red Planet".  After seeing the first fifteen minutes of this horrible
destruction of a fine book I could hear RAH grumbling from beyond the
grave.

I hope some of the kids who see this tripe take the trouble to get the book
and read the REAL story instead of the reinterpretation.

Larry

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 15:24:03 GMT
From: Jim_Mann@transarc.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein's Red Planet

Yeah, it's changed around a lot. On the other hand, it was pretty well done
for what it was.

Jim Mann
Transarc Corporation			
The Gulf Tower, 707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
(412) 338-4442
jmann@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 May 94 19:40:41 GMT
From: sfd@soda.berkeley.edu (Scott Drellishak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Red Planet

So, did anybody else see "Red Planet" on Fox Saturday morning?  I thought
it was bad - they really changed the story around.  I didn't mind them
making the Jim's sister the "sidekick" character, although I suspect the
reasoning behind it was "girls need a female character to identify with".
But the whole mining thing, the lack of Jim's encounter with the Martians,
the suitable-for-toy-spinoffs rocket sled (or whatever it was...), and the
whole "New Ares"/"Beta Earth"/ "locals" terminology shift really ruined it
for me.  The original story was great, why mess it up?

Scott Drellishak
sfd@metaphor.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 13:49:41 GMT
From: Jim_Mann@transarc.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Red Planet

The New Ares etc. shift made sense. When Heinlein wrote Red Planet, we did
not yet know nearly as much about Mars as we do today. Had the show been
set on Mars, a lot of the audience would have spent the show saying "but we
KNOW there's no big animals like that on Mars."

Jim Mann
Transarc Corporation			
The Gulf Tower, 707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
(412) 338-4442
jmann@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 18:17:20 GMT
From: kassover@minerva.crd.ge.com (David Kassover)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein's Red Planet

Jim.Gifford@wmeonlin.sacbbx.com (Jim Gifford) writes:
>The only changes I've seen that I didn't like were that Willis has been...
>changed way beyond the description of the book, and that the carrying of
>sidearms is strongly downplayed.

It is my recollection from "Grumbles..." that the issue of "guns" and how
they should be handled played a big part in the disagreement between
Heinlein and his editor for the juveniles.  _Red Planet_, as published,
contains a highly rewritten section, and I got the feeling that the
published version was already downplayed by the time the editor approved of
it.

David Kassover
kassover@aule-tek.com
kassover@ra.crd.ge.com
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Date: 18 May 94 14:50:41 GMT
From: greg@bart.ies.msfc.nasa.gov (Greg Henderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Signs and Portents" -- SPOILERS!!!

sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski) writes:
>BIGTIME SPOILERS!
>
>Did Ladira look like a Bene Gesserit from DUNE or what?  It worked for me.

Looked and acted like.  As long as they don't pull out the "worm juice"...
:)

>As far as I can tell, there was absolutely no connection between the
>raiders and the Shadows.  (Though maybe the raiders were mere pawns.)  Can
>anyone prove me wrong?

One question... That *was* a Vorlon ship that wasted the Raiders at the
end, right?  If so, how did the "What do you want" guy get the jewel?  Did
the Shadows and Vorlons work together in this?  Perplexing...

Also when the ship appeared before the Raider "mother" ship, I didn't see a
jump vortex.  It just kind of decloa... er, appeared. :) Is this a
technology we haven't seen yet?

>The conflict between Kosh and the Shadowman was telling.  I think an
>analogy between them and angels (Vorlons) and demons (Shadowmen) may

I doubt anybody in B5 is going to be able to be pigeonholed as either
>one...

>Minbari know about Shadowmen!  Is Delenn telepathic?  Can she create
>illusions with her mind in order to blot out the silver triangle on her
>forehead?  Did she see through the Shadowman's illusion?

I was not sure that she *understood* what happened, only that she wanted
that guy to get away from her...

>I really liked the scene at the end where Sinclair sees the vision of B5
>being destroyed.  After Ladira explained that people's choices determine
>the future, the theme music really picked up.  You know, I've never quite
>heard that music in quite that way before.  It came across as hopeful, but
>kind of sad.  It never occurred to me how appropriate it is to the series.
>Well done!

Actually that got a little melodramatic for my taste.  But just a little
bit.

All in all, a great episode!

Greg Henderson
Intergraph Corporation
Mailstop: NASA        
Huntsville, AL 35894-0001

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 15:36:30 GMT
From: MARKJV@physics.watstar.uwaterloo.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Signs and Portents (Spoilers)

gloker@tsegw.tse.com (Geoff Loker) writes:
>Although we didn't get too good a view of the Shadowmen's ship, how
>possible is it that they are G'Kar's aliens (from when he told the ant
>story to Catherine)?

   My guess in no connection.  Recall that to G'Kar's aliens we are about
the equivalent of ants so why would they:

      A) fight with Kosh
      B) send someone to ask people what they want
      C) attack and destroy the radiers ship (note that they 
         didn't accidently "step on them")
      D) go through the trouble of picking up a crumb and
         give it back to one of the ants (i.e. pick up the box
         and return it to Londo)

After all would you do the same for an ant?  My guess is that we see a hint
of the hidden race.

   By the way did anyone else connect the man who met everyone and asked
what they want and our stories of the devil buying someone's soul.  Also is
there some connection with the shadows and our ghost and vampire stories?

Mark J V

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 16:35:38 GMT
From: speralta@rd.hydro.on.ca (Samuel Peralta)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Attn JMS: Signs & Portents

WOW!  This was one kick-ass episode!  And you're telling me that it's not
this episode but "Chrysalis" that I should be waiting for?!!

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 17:24:53 GMT
From: nick@cassiel.com (Nick Rothwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Bab5 Hits the UK: First Impressions

We got the pilot episode in the UK a couple of days ago.

First impressions: it's Battlestar Galactica for the 90's. I was initially
quite taken with the computer-generated space scenes, but they're a little
too sharp and grainy, and a little bit tiring to watch for some reason;
perhaps the resemblance to video games? Some of it is quite impressive,
though: particularly, the casting of shadows, which is nice to see done
reasonably well. On the plus side: it's better than ST:TNG in that not
everyone has an American accent. Characterisation? Hmm, seems a little
generic, though the Russian's very cute.

Oh, other downside: the atrocious music. Well, it's OK, but from Chris
Franke, who was responsible for the technical synth and sequencer-work in
all those classic, ground-breaking Tangerine Dream albums of the 70's and
80's, I was expecting better. But I guess he's gone generic, with Los
Angeles film soundtracks and so on. Shame.

Anyway, the series has potential (both characterisation and plotlines);
we'll see how it goes.

Nick Rothwell
CASSIEL Contemporary Music/Dance
nick@cassiel.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 17:39:03 GMT
From: maith@netcom.com (Mairead Thoruald)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Women on ST, B5 are perfect

RosalindB (rosalindb@aol.com) wrote:
>Now that I think about it, all the women on ST and B5 are "perfect"
>looking. 

Yeah... this HAS been kind of a downer.  Dr. Hernandez was a very welcome
(and noticeable) exception..  She wasn't drop dead BEAUTIFUL but pretty and
smart with loads of character that made her interesting.  That, to me,
(substitute the words "nice looking" for "pretty") describes ALL of the
males on B5.. there isn't a Fabio in the bunch, and that's no problem with
ME.  I would like to see a few more women that I could identify with,
however.
  I liked Carolyn and the relationship she had with Sinclair oh so very
much better than the one he has now with the impossibly beautiful present
love intrest.  If Sinclair MUST be going steady with anyone.. (I have heard
that the main thing that keeps McGyver going is they avoid extended
relationships for him.. thus keeping him "available" for the female
audience's personal fantasies..!)
 

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 18:00:54 GMT
From: purple@julian.uwo.ca (Tzoq Mrekazh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Signs and Portents" -- SPOILERS!!!

Greg Henderson <ghenders@infonode.ingr.com.> wrote:
>>BIGTIME SPOILERS!
>
>One question... That *was* a Vorlon ship that wasted the Raiders at the
>end, right?  If so, how did the "What do you want" guy get the jewel?  Did
>the Shadows and Vorlons work together in this?  Perplexing...

Nope.  Vorlon ships are yellow and black, and have fewer tentacles, and the
Vorlon primary weapon behaves differently.  That ship was run by Lady
Ladira's "Shadows".  She was right - the Shadows *did* come for Lord Kiro.

(I would hum music by Shadowy Men From A Shadowy Planet at this point, if
only I knew any)

>Also when the ship appeared before the Raider "mother" ship, I didn't see
>a jump vortex.  It just kind of decloa... er, appeared. :) Is this a
>technology we haven't seen yet?

Yup!  Heretofore unseen Shadow-tech. :)

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 19:36:28 GMT
From: ais3@po.cwru.edu (Amy I. Sheldon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: When Will Catherine Sakai be Back?

The header says it all.  Is Catherine Sakai (Julia Nickson) scheduled to
appear in any of the upcoming episodes?

Please e-mail me - I don't get to this forum often, and when I do the
volume of messages is usually pretty overwhelming...

Thanks!

Amy I. Sheldon
ais3@po.cwru.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 01:14:37 GMT
From: hayden@krypton.mankato.msus.edu (Robert A. Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Signs and Portents Babblings (obvious spoilers)

Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty
Blanketty

WOW!

Five words, Joe,
STOP PLAYING WITH MY MIND!

Anyways, a couple of things before I get to the obvious.

The Raider mothership was simply the single most original ship design I
have seen in ANY show or movie . . . ever!  It's able to launch dozens of
fighters in no time flat and still launch and dock small transports.
Congratulations and raises are in order for the person or peoples that
designed that ship.

Anyways, on to some other things.

Great story.  The Centauri doublecross was unexpected and was the best
tie-in of THREE sub-plots we've seen on the show yet.  Raises needed for
the writers.  The fourth plot (the Minbari plot, and how they scrambled
Sinclair's mind, didn't tie in, but obviously is part of a much larger
picture.)

Now, that centauri seer is scary!  In a few short moments of airtime, she's
given us so much to fear.  The death of Lord Kiro, the destruction of the
station, the "shadows".  I haven't ever been this worried about the lives
of the characters.  Maybe I need a life.

Now, just a couple quick babblings about out giant Space Octopus (what else
do you call it?)

It seems that the guy running around asking "what do you want" is either a
Space Octopus or is in cahoots with them.  I am assuming the first as Londo
heard a voice echoing from nowhere.  In addition, the fact that he never
asked the same question of Kosh, and the fact that Kosh said "Leave this
place.  They are not for you.  Go!  Leave!  Now!" seems to make me think
that the Vorlon know a whole bunch about the Space Octopussies and was
telling them to stay out of the way of the little people.  Maybe the
octopussies are just curious?

Also seems that Kosh and the Octo-dude had a bit of a brawl.

ARGH!

Joe, why do you do this to us?  Joe!  Stop playing with my mind!  You make
all other TV look like crap!

Robert A. Hayden
hayden@krypton.mankato.msus.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 01:56:24 GMT
From: wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Diane Westerfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Women on B5 aren't perfect

Women on B5 aren't perfect!  That's one reason I like this show, because
I'm not confronted with bodacious babes who make me ashamed of my own body
every time I watch.  The female characters of Babylon 5 are not caring
nurturing porcelain dolls.  Just watch "Deathwalker" again: the title
character, a mass murderer and evil scientist par excellence, is female.
The spokesalien for the Non-Aligned Worlds is an unattractive (dare I say
silly looking) female.  Talia gets her brain messed with.  Na'toth beats
the crap out of somebody with a wrench, and we see that G'Kar holds her in
high regard.  Even though Delenn doesn't appear, we get the feeling that
Lennier is very much under her thumb.  And Ivanova's busy using her wits to
stall the flying saucers from firing on the station.

OK, Catherine Sakai and Adira (the Centauri slave) were pretty close to
"perfect", in that they're both very attractive women with no obvious flaws
to them.  Sakai is the gorgeous career woman, and Adira is the young,
beautiful victim of fate.

But - think of *all the other women* we have had on the show:

Delenn is not a perfect 10; far from it.  She never wears revealing
clothing.  She has no hair.  She has never made any mention of boyfriends
or husbands.  The actress who plays Delenn, Mira Furlan, is an attractive
woman; the make-up covers it up.  Delenn manages to be mysterious and
powerful without being a sex object.

Na'toth is not a perfect 10, either.  She looks reptilian.  Plus, she kicks
major butt.  She reminds me of Leela or one of the women on Blake's 7
(whose name escapes me now), except she's not showing a lot of human flesh,
if you know what I mean.  And, it is very nice to see the nonsexual rapport
she has with G'Kar.  She has the respect of her superior who has no sexual
interest in her.  This is very nice to see.

Ivanova is beautiful, but cold.  This turns many people off.  I think this
is great!  Let's have a woman who is professional to the point of being
cold, instead of being warm and loving.  That's Dr. Crusher and Troi.
That's not Ivanova, who leads a wing of fighters and loves to throw people
out of C&C.

Talia is not perfectly beautiful.  I know some people find her attractive,
but there is a large contingent among my friends who refer to her as "the
skanky blonde."  We don't know that much about her yet, but word has it
that she is bisexual.  Kosh has found a vulnerable spot in her mind (about
the serial killer) and she has to worry about that now.  She seems quite
alone, not having any friends.  Talia does not strike me as perfect.

What about some of the other women:

Dr. Hernandez ("Believers") - not good-looking, argumentative,
   opinionated.
Fin-headed ambassador ("Deathwalker") - not attractive at all!
Deathwalker ("Deathwalker") - a Hitleresque, very alien looking woman.
The annoying reporter - attractive in a skanky way, but so damn annoying
   I don't think anyone's drooling over her.
Lady Ladira ("Signs and Portents") - utterly bald, slightly weird,
   and mature.
The Minbari poet ("War Prayer") - another bald woman, highly talented,
   never shows a bit of flesh.
Female half of the young Centauri lovers ("War Prayer") - young and
   innocent and slightly stupid, not a gorgeous babe.
Tech #1 - average looking woman doing her job, probably wouldn't qualify to
   be an ensign on the Enterprise because she's not pretty enough.

So you see, when you think about it, B5 has quite a lot more female
characters than any other SF show I can think of, and most of them don't
qualify as "perfect 10's."  I appreciate seeing such a lot of fair
representations of women, each very different.  A few are caricatures, but
so are some of the men.  I think you should go back and watch "Deathwalker"
and see what a strong episode that is for women.

Diane Westerfield
wes5@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 02:00:10 GMT
From: tara@morgan.ucs.mun.ca (Tara Murphy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: rolling stones

Just some observations on "Signs and Portents".  When the Centauri woman is
having her first vision, a screen behind her appears to be listing events
that will be occurring on the station. All I had time to notice was a "flea
market", and "Rolling Stones". Now, how old would those guys be?

The Starfuries sound like TIE fighters, and the soothsayer reminded me of
Yoda with her "Always in motion is the future" speech.

One final comment. Well, a question really. What the heck was going on?!?

Tara Murphy
tara@morgan.ucs.mun.ca

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 02:02:25 GMT
From: wedge@mcs.com (Brent Schmidt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Signs & Portents->EXCELLENT!!

  Just for everybody else, there are SPOILERS here, so close your eyes and
just the next article if you don't want 'em:
  WOW!  I always enjoyed the episodes of B5, but tonight's was by far my
favorite of all.  It had everything: space battles, weird aliens, space
battles, a Londo/G'Kar spat, space battles, a space BATHROOM, and of
course, space battles.  If it weren't obvious, I thought that tonight's
battles were the most dynamic and exciting yet.  Keep up the fine work and
thank the FX guys for me. 

Brent Schmidt
wedge@mcs.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 02:38:51 GMT
From: eiji@netmarket.com (Eiji Hirai)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Signs & Portents: WOW

I just watched Signs & Portents and was amazed.  Wow.

Anyway, I posit that the popularity of the Babylon 5 episodes is
proportional to how much Story Arc material (or WHAM material, to use JMS's
word) an episode contains.  I wonder if we can't just have 100% Story Arc
material for all the episodes and just have the ratings go through the
roof.

After seeing a high Arc content Signs & Portents episode, seeing the
preview for what looks like a low Arc content episode left me a little
disappointed.  I guess my expectations are getting higher and higher for
Babylon-5. :-)

I can't wait for the last season when I can anticipate strings of high Arc
content episodes.  This show is getting highly addictive.

Eiji Hirai
The NetMarket Company
eiji@netmarket.com
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Date: 19 May 94 03:08:33 GMT
From: jmrobert@quads.uchicago.edu (Jason M. Robertson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Signs and Portents"  (Spoilers)

Spoilers!

I was getting ready to be disappointed by the CGI because expectations were
so high for this one, but I am most pleased to say that I found very little
to take fault with. Most of all the intelligent tactics surprised and
delighted me.  When the one Starfury takes itself out of the plane of the
raider chasing it, spinning, and then firing... well, it was certainly a
memorable scene.  Just one little problem I had - it seemed that the
station should have broken apart faster during the final vision sequence, I
know the station is big and the scale could be deceiving me, but I would
think that the rotation would break up quickly.

In terms of the plot, it was as close to perfect as any episode so far.  I
dearly hope that we have an explanation in some detail of the incident that
caused that damage to Kosh's suit.  Seems like he was treating the
Shadowman as if he were the only one on the station in any position to
speak to him as a peer.  And Kosh's ship looked a *lot* better this time
for some reason.  Looks like the ring-implant isn't the only maybe
cybernetic implant that Delenn possesses...


Excellent episode...

Jason M. Robertson
jmrobert@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 19 May 94 03:09:10 GMT
From: lwv26@cas.org (Larry W. Virden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Signs and Portents (Spoilers)

<MARKJV@PHYSICS.watstar.uwaterloo.ca> wrote:
>>Although we didn't get too good a view of the Shadowmen's ship, how
>>possible is it that they are G'Kar's aliens (from when he told the ant
>>story to Catherine)?

Who says that was a ship?
Boy I _was_ fooled though.  I have to admit it, I was certain that the
raiders were the shadows that were being foretold.


>My guess in no connection.  Recall that to G'Kar's aliens we are 
>about the equivalent of ants so why would they:
>
>   A) fight with Kosh
>   B) send someone to ask people what they want
>   C) attack and destroy the radiers ship (note that they 
>      didn't accidently "step on them")
>   D) go through the trouble of picking up a crumb and
>      give it back to one of the ants (ie pick up the box
>      and return it to Londo)

Who says that they did?  There is no evidence that the stranger was
associated with the being(s) that destroyed the raiders.

Note that Kosh and the stranger were knowledgable of one another.  Perhaps
Kosh and the Vorlons are a bit more omnipotent than we suspected.

And who is to say that the beings that destroyed the raiders were the ones
to retrieve the eye?  And as to 'going to the trouble' - it didn't appear
to be much trouble.  Also, I have occasionally spared the life of an ant or
other insect, freeing it on a whim rather than swatting it with a paper.
Why?  Who knows...

>After all would you do the same for an ant?  My guess is that we see a
>hint of the hidden race.

Of _a_ hidden race.  I suspect there is more than one.

>By the way did anyone else connect the man who met everyone and asked what
>they want and our stories of the devil buying someone's soul.  Also is
>there some connection with the shadows and our ghost and vampire stories.

It was particularly in my mind as he asked the Narn ambassador 'And what
then...'

Larry W. Virden
674 Falls Place
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068-1614
lvirden@cas.org
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Date: 19 May 94 03:36:24 GMT
From: nicholas@wam.umd.edu (Ronnie Simonds)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: S&P: Questions from the Shadows

One thing bothers me about the obvious casting of Morden as some devil:
once he has the answer he wants from G'Kar ("We want to rip out their
hearts, burn them all, etc.") *why ask the telling question "What
Then?"* Why make G'Kar consider, even for a moment, that there might be
something besides vengeance and hatred of the Centauri?

Morden's something more complicated than a caricatured demon figure, taking
souls in exchange for wishes, no matter how much JMS wants to convice us
otherwise :) Now all I have to do is figure out WHAT...

(The second most obvious alternative, that Morden is the angel and Kosh the
greedy devil ["They are not for YOU"], is too simple, too.  I'm keepin' an
eye on you, pardner... say, where'd he get that extra ace from! :)

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 04:18:01 GMT
From: ryan@rci.ripco.com (The Pilferer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Attn JMS: Signs & Portents

This episode blew me away too..  I don't know why, but I could tell it
would be good after the first 30 seconds or so.. I'd say it came as close
to the ST:TNG episode "Best of Both Worlds" (the BORG one) as anything.. I
guess the "shadow" is B5's "bad guys", I hope to see more of this in the
future!

All I want now is a good cliff-hanger type episode, something that leaves
me wondering for 3 months before I get to see part 2..

Has JMS said if B5 will end Season 1 with a cliffhanger, or not?? Just
wondering.. :)

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 04:51:52 GMT
From: syum@corsa.ucr.edu (Sunny Yum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Signs & Portents / Mike & Jeff

I agree.. Signs and Portents was definitely cool!  I continue to enjoy the
way the show's plotlines are woven, twisted, and turned unlike anything
I've ever seen on TV!

One thing I really like about this show is the _feelings_ it actually
passes on to the viewer - something I find completely alien to the usual
run-of-the-mill television show.  The mystery surrounding each and every
character is also something that grabs ahold of you and won't let you go.

Bravo, Bab5 crew, JMS, and keep the great work up!

Sunny D. Yum
syum@cs.ucr.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 05:24:46 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Attn JMS: Signs & Portents

   Let's just say that if you liked "Signs and Portents," you're going to
LOVE "Babylon Squared" and "Chrysalis."
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 05:32:01 GMT
From: rychang@quads.uchicago.edu (richard yen-ching chang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 3rd attempt. S&P [SPOILERS, long]

Again we are given a great episode...THANKS!!! JMS!
[SPOILER control]

As promised, the CGI in "Signs and Portents" was impressive.  There were
many breath-taking shots of Starfuries, Deltas, and capital ships.  I liked
the shot of the exploding Babylon station.  Now for a (hopefully)
chronological run through of "Signs and Portents" (hey, don't groan! ;)

It begins with a shot of a Centauri ship docking in the rotating section,
with some other views (I cannot remember which went where in what order).
After a small sampling of the Centari ships, it appears that they design
with form in mind with the function.  The EA ships appear more utilitarian,
as do the Narns from earlier shows.  The Centauri, Vorlons, Minbari and the
Shadows appear to celebrate form with function.

To human eyes (read: mine) the Centauri 'Eye' appeared to be made from
plastic jewels.  Sorry, just a nit, but it looked like a kid's play
jewelry.  I wonder if the bounty hunter (best description I could think of)
will show up again.

Now onto Delta wing.  I REALLY like the nose art on Ivanova's Starfury and
suit.  What is it?  Two, upswept, falcon wings with a star in the center?
The transport was named 'Achilleus'(alternate: Achilles).  There is an
interesting twist here.  I might be streching this a bit, but Achilleus was
the greatest hero of the Trojan War, as Homer would have it.  From this war
comes the famous Trojan Horse.  The feint against the freighter was similar
to the trick played by the Greeks: it put the raiders in a postition where
the enemy's defense was weakened.  Admittedly, one was a diversion and the
other was a form of infiltration, but the results were similar.

BTW, JMS, are all freighter crew Earth Force?  It looked as if the crew of
the 'Achilleus' were wearing Earth Force uniforms.  Also, are the stars in
Ivanova's noseart Stars of David?  I did not remember to look that
carefully.

The Shadowman, what does he want?  He attempts to find the deepest desires
of the ambassadors of the four 'alien' races (humancentric here).  He
appears to be human, but is shown to be of the shadows when Kosh appears
(what can damage a Vorlon encounter suit?  Also about the encounter suit,
did Kosh get new robes?  A friend I was watching this observed that the
material used on Kosh's suit looks like purple cloth where it used to look
more like plastic?  Would anyone care to clarify this?).  What did Kosh say
to it, besides to leave?  Was it, "They are not for you"?  Whatever it was,
I got the impression that the Shadows were seeking to prey on the major
races.  Then again, after seeing the similarities between the Shadow ship
and the Vorlon's spacecraft, perhaps they are two similar races whose
hunting grounds have just overlapped at Babylon 5?  It seems that the
Minbari know of them as well.  When Delenn's Grey Council symbol appeared,
it seemed to be something of an allergic reaction for her.  It disappeared
when the Shadowman disappeared.

We learn more of the Centauri as well.  They have seers (though Lady
Ladira's first fit was a bit overdone for my tastes) and it is only the
ruling class who are decadent.  There are those who are discontent with the
government.  The Emperor has not appeared in public in over a year, the
prime minister is given most of the power, but the senate makes most of the
laws.  Appearances are again shown to be of importance; the plan to claim
that it was discovered in Centauri space, not that it was bought back "for
the price of a small planet."

All I can say about the battle scene is spectacular.  I especially enjoyed
the scene where Delta Wing turns around to return to the jump gate.

Things learned from the battle: 1) the jump gate can be programmed to
remain shut against certain ships, 2) it appears that the defense grid uses
some type of ballistic weaponry (why else the recoil from firing?), 3)
Though superior in space combat, Starfuries are not invincible, especially
if caught in a swarm (that first Starfury in the opening, the four(?)
damaged in the battle, and the two destroyed).

Some things did bother me in this show, besides the Eye.  Why did not
Sinclair figure out that the raiders had a jump-capable ship before it
popped up.  He had all the evidence and even I thought of it when he said
the raiders kept on disappearing before they could reach a gate (note: I am
not a fast thinker).  Then again, jumpships cost a lot (almost 5 years of
raiding profits at least) and it might not have occurred to Sinclair that
they could save up that much.  The second complaint is Lady Ladira's
monologue in the epilogue.  I cringed when she started talking about the
future.  I apologize for my reactions, it is simply that I have heard/read
/thought about this too many times before (so I read too much Science
Fiction and Fantasy for my own good ;p ) Another nit is the comic scene
between Londo and G'Kar.  It was great for a while, especially with the
poor human trapped between them.  The ending, however, just fell flat with
the two saying the same thing.  I am unable to think of any more nits at
this moment, there was too much CGI in this episode to allow for mistakes
;).

I wonder what the consequences will be for Londo when he returns the Eye
(or if he will even return it).  It is known that it was stolen by raiders,
Lady Ladira had scene the ship carrying it destroyed by the Shadows, and
Londo is expecting to lose his position.

Again, JMS, thank you for a GREAT episode and series!

Richard Y. Chang
rychang@midway.uchicago.edu
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Date: 19 May 94 06:00:10 GMT
From: ghost@wam.umd.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Signs and Portents  (***NOTHING BUT SPOILERS****)

MAN O MAN! What an episode! I give this one a 10!! I don't care what the
nitpickers will find, nothing will change my opinion of 'Signs And
Portents'.  (a much more appropriate title than 'Raiding Party' BTW).

'What do you want ?': At first, when I saw the Questioner I was going "this
is the shadowmen?"  good grief! 8-) I guess after reading all this JMS
answers/quotes stuff I was already expecting some *strange* being or
something and here comes a ...aaah! what's that guy's name...aha! Rick
Moranis look-alike...but then, his quiet, persistent demeanor AND his
Question changed all that, especially with the reaction from Delenn AND his
encounter with Kosh.  *THAT* to me was the creepiest damn scene I have ever
seen (that and the 'scarecrow' vision of Flagg)!! And what Kosh said,
...holy shit! "..Leave this place...they are not for you.." I kept thinking
of the guy being part of something VERY powerful, vast and EVIL.  I don't
think we have ever seen Kosh 'pissed off' (wrong term I know), and the
thought of Kosh fighting... oh man! Nice touch, JMS, on having Garibaldi
mention it so casually-like. To me that was much much more effective than
showing the whole scene. The mystery snakes in on itself.

The Men's Room:
Oh, BTW, to my eyes (and ears) Garibaaaaaaldi *did* in fact zip up his fly
in da urinals (now there's an interesting thread - sheesh!) just as we
enter that scene, he zips. 8-) Man, even though people mentioned the men's
room scene, I was still *not* expecting it..it seems so odd to see it on a
science fiction show, tho' it is SUCH a natural function... nice touch,

Red Alert!: 
The space combat was incredible! Good gawd! what a rush just watching it!!
That maneuver by Garibaldi was wicked! ( I am going to show my sf tv show
hating friend this scene; if he thought the scenes from ATSFOS and MOTFL
was cool, seeing all those ships swarming out like that and seeing all
those raiders zooming all around will make him wet himself he he...)  I am
lost for words here... JMS, don't think I will have much brains left for
Chrysalis, man, or anything else 8-) Good bloody work!  another thing, I
think it was wonderful to see Garibaldi and Ivanova on missions, and I like
the fact that Susan seems a true fighter, (IMHO) she was ready to kick more
ass! Cool!

Oh My God!: 
These were my exact words when that black ship formed out of nothingness...
I did not expect that all ...chills down my spine roll and roll again...  I
kept thinking of Vorlon just the way it was shaped and all, and its
enormous size... a darker side of entity called Vorlon?  Lady Ladira was
well acted, I think, and I did not find her visions nor her prophesying
cheesy or anything lame like that. Was that Garibaldi?  I am more than
worried 8-(. The scene near the end was particularly moving, for me: the
shattering of the mug, the image of Babylon exploding, the music and Lady
Ladira's expressions. This is powerful stuff.

Pieces:
1) Delenn is deathly fearful of Them. What are Their powers? How come her
   Icon of The Grey Council appeared? She knows them for what They are.  It
   would appear that she or the Minbari have expected Them to show up but
   not yet? I am guessing...

2) Kosh knows as well, and despite his 'disgust' (?), he is NOT afraid of
   them.  It seems as though They are doing something akin to WhatEver the
   Vorlon are doing, except more dangerous in purpose?

3) Londo could become Emperor later (or sooner). Would this be his
   conquering army? A deal with the devil indeed?

4) I think the Vorlon are the oldest race on Babylon5, followed by the
   Minbari.  It seems as if they have evolved so far that they can see
   patterns in the Way of Things and thus don't need to be concerned with
   much cause they are sure of how things will turn out...ah thinks 8-)

Man, I wish this episode was the last one before the re-runs, just like
"And The Sky Full of Stars". Bigger WHAM! (tm) don't you think ?

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 06:49:43 GMT
From: jblum@eng.umd.edu (Jonathan Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: S&P: Questions from the Shadows

SPOILERS for Signs And Portents:

nicholas@wam.umd.edu (Ronnie Simonds) writes:
>One thing bothers me about the obvious casting of Morden as some devil:
>once he has the answer he wants from G'Kar ("We want to rip out their
>hearts, burn them all, etc.") *why ask the telling question "What Then?"*
>Why make G'Kar consider, even for a moment, that there might be something
>besides vengeance and hatred of the Centauri?

Because Morden was testing the limits of his ambition.  He had found that
G'Kar had the bloodlust which would be necessary for the purpose of the
Shadows... but then he finds that it is directed only against the Centauri.
G'Kar doesn't speak about going on to build a glorious empire...

But Londo does.

Londo wants it *all* back.  His feud isn't with one particular race, but
with the entire order of the galaxy.  And _this_ kind of ambition is what
the Shadows want to use and exploit for their purposes.

What those purposes are, though, is another question or ten.

Jon Blum

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 13:17:03 GMT
From: gaines@mind.njit.edu (Michael Gaines)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: * Review: "Signs and Portents"

OK, so my wife was away at school when it was on, so I taped it while
watching it because we're backed up on watching shows this week, so I had
to watch it twice, and TWICE I watched it with my jaw WIDE OPEN.

Joe: Dammit, if you keep this up, I'm going to ignore everything else on TV
(except Northern Exposure and The Simpsons :) )

Non-Spoilers:

See this episode. Do NOT miss it. GREAT dialogue, cool effects. I just wish
either Channel 9 in NYC or Suburban Cablevision would clean up their audio
signal because you can tell that the audio on the original master was
better, and I have a THX system so I get scrutinous about sound.

It's hard to say what I liked about it without SPOILERS

Remember the episode 'Time Squared' on Star Trek:TNG? They have a visual
record of the Enterprise's destruction which is supposed to happen in about
2 hours.  That was nothing because you KNOW they're going to save the ship.
Not this time.  Lady's vision was just frightening to say the least, and
you wonder who was in that shuttle. The vision in the cup was real nice,
and I wonder WHO it was that blew the raider mother ship away. The same
people as in that 'Mind War' episode? I don't think so.

One thing: how did Kosh's suit get damaged? From the attack? I assume the
guy tried to take him out. The one shot of the Wing firing retrothrusters
and blowing the raider away was VERY nice. I think this is (again) one of
the best shows so far. Looking forward to many many more.

Mike Gaines
gaines@mind.njit.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 19 May 94 08:48:53 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Thank you, JMS! S&P [SPOILERS,

   The symbol on Ivanova's starfury is a traditional Russian star/herald.
Crews of Earth-based ships are always human.  And we did some minor
tweaking to Kosh's encounter suit, yes.
 
   BTW, for anyone looking on...Delenn didn't say, "They're back."  She
said "They're here."
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 07:41:27 GMT
From: doc@acm.org (Constantine "Doc" Dokolas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Signs & Portents: WHAM! (attn JMS) (possible spoilers)

Thanks Joe!  Tolkien would be proud of you.  I can safely say that I've
been waiting all this time just for this one episode.  That, together with
your WHAM-comments on the series, made me appreciate B5 more.  I could
advise you no to hear all these voices saying that B5 is missing this or
that thing, or that it's weak in this or that way, but I'm sure that you
don't listen to anybody.  You've figured everything out, haven't you!
Since it's the same to you, I will tell you about a couple of minor
discrepancies that I observed in this episode in the hope that they may be
avoided in the future:

1) When the Starfuries enter the hypersapace tunnel the foremost accelerate
faster, thus bracking the formation.  However, when they exist the tunnel
they seem to be in perfect formation!  The CGI choreographers must have
forgotten that small detail.

2) When Londo enters the "elevator" avoiding Morden he says "Bay 12", but
when he exits the elevator the sign by the door says "10" (meaning Bay 10
or something else like Level or Section 10?).  Look now what you've done.
You made me feel stupid (I said it, right?) for bringing up this detail.

For the others in this group, here are the (rhetorical) questions that were
generated by this episode (in no particular order):

1) Who were those mercenaries that could find anything? (including persons,
as that "dude" mentioned; perhaps a question with no answer, they might be
circumstantial characters)

2) What are the Shadows and what's their real name? (Morden was obviously
one of them)

3) What do Delenn and Kosh (i.e. the Minbari and the Vorlons) know about
them?

4) What was that triangle on Delenn's forehead? (spare me the obvious)

5) What did Kosh mean by "They are not for you?"

6) How come Kosh had a fight with Morden? (I would expect them to talk as
equals)

7) What is the importance of the question?

8) Why didn't Morden ask Sinclair?  Did he know the answer?

9) Why did the Shadows stop the raiders? (if not to return The Eye)

10) Why was The Eye returned?

I love questions!  Don't you?

BTW: Now I know what happened to B4!  I don't believe I'll tell you
though...  I'll just whisper it in Joe's ear and see if I'm right.

Constantine C. Dokolas
doc@acm.org

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 12:40:28 GMT
From: nagy@dcd00.fnal.gov (Frank J. Nagy:VAX Wizard&Loose Cannon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Another looks at Signs and Portents (w/Spoilers)

Well Joe you had promised us that "Signs & Portents" would be an
eye-opening episode...

You and your crew certainly delivered!  I'm still looking for my socks.

[Some Spoilers]

What really struck me was how "dense" this episode was in terms of
information, visually exciting scenes, memorable scenes, etc..  The
commercials were both a real distraction and, in some ways, really needed
as such.

The opening scene with the *children* (the Londo and G'Kar show) at the
elevator was hilarious and certainly provided a nice bookend for what was
to follow.  Similarly, the next-to-last scene in the bathroom.  Remember
the original Enterprise and its seeming lack of such necessary facilities
(hmmm, they're pretty much invisible on ST:TNG and DS9 as well).  Now,
along comes B5 and integrates a bathroom scene right into the SF
story-line.  Neatly done.

The space shots were (as many will attest) just wonderful.  One thing being
carried on all throughout B5 is that the characters are intelligent and
thinking as evidenced by the tactics demonstrated during the battle.  I was
also pleased to note that the station finally shows the power of its
armament (ST has always claimed the Enterprise has the power to burn off a
planet but has never shown it - of course, their foes are either too weak
to penetrate their shields or so overwelmingly powerful that the Enterprise
attack is that of a flea).  Better tactics, better equipment and better
personnel show why the EA is a power (the raiders get pretty badly chewed
up to say the least).

Ivanova's opening scene was great (and her short dialogue with Sinclair).
Once again, she seems to show a very aggressive attitude during battle
(remember the "Good.  Good...  Not Good!")  in that Sinclair has to quite
literally talk her out of taking on the raiders mothership by herself.  She
obviously wanted to from the look she gave it as it disappeared.  And
later, Garibaldi makes another comment on the power of the Starfuries by
referring to the raider mothership w/o its fighters as "just a big target".

Once again.  Thanks Joe, and as you say there is better to come...

Dr. Frank J. Nagy
Fermilab Computing Division
Operating Systems Support Dept
Fermilab 
POB 500 MS/234
Batavia, IL 60510
nagy@fnal.gov
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Date: 19 May 94 13:09:47 GMT
From: matt@x.org (Matt Landau)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Portents and Questions

michael.heser@dscmail.com (Michael Heser) writes:
>Spoiler
>A good episode but I thought there was a little too much stuffed into the
>hour, which left, for me, a lot of questions to be answered.

That's sort of the point.  Remember, this is B5: not everything gets neatly
tied up at the end of each hour.

>Who was the guy asking what eveyone wanted, and why didn't he ask
>Sinclair, he asked the other alien race representatives?

He seems to be either one of the Shadowmen (about whom we currently know
*nothing* save that they exist, and we only know that because JMS has said
so in various postings - wonder what people who don't read the B5
newsgroups think about him :-) or a human who's working for/with the
Shadowmen.

Why didn't he talk to Sinclair?  Good question ...

>What did Ambassador Delenn say just before the triangle appeared on
>her forehead and what was the meaning of the triangle?

She said she was fatigued, and told him to get out.  What's the meaning of
the triangle?  No one knows, but I'd bet it's got something to do with her
standing on the Grey Council.  Remember the end of Mind War?  The Minbari
in Delenn's quarters, who was apparently in a position to give her orders,
also had a triangle on his forehead, but his was solid.  An indicator of
rank, maybe?

Why does Delenn keep it hidden most of the time?  Presumably because she
doesn't want people on the station knowing she's Satai.  HOW she keeps it
hidden is another interesting question.

How did Delenn know who/what this guy was?  He seemed nonplussed when she
threw him out, as though this is the last thing he'd expected.  Could it be
that the Minbari know more about the Shadowmen than the Shadowmen realize?
It's clear that Kosh and the Vorlons know these guys - if there's really
some hidden connection between the Vorlon and the Minbari, that might give
the Minbari some extra unexpected knowledge too.

>Was that a Vorlon ship that destroyed the raider's base ship?

No, it was pretty clearly a ship belonging to the Shadowmen.  It's
interesting to rewatch that scene in SVHS slow-mo and see how the
Shadowmen's ship (1) wavers as it first appears, and (2) is transluscent at
first before coalescing into a solid.  Is this some form of transport we
haven't previously seen?  Or do the Shadowmen perhaps have some kind of
invisibility device?

How did they get the Eye back from the wreckage of the raider base ship,
anyway?  Was the Eye ever really *on* the raider ship?

>Why was the scene involving the conflict between the questioning stranger
>and Ambassador Kosh not shown?

There are a couple of possible reasons: [1] you can't fit all you'd like to
into an hour, [2] it's more interesting dramatically to leave some things
for the viewer to fill in, [3] maybe the damage to Kosh's environment suit
WASN'T the result of a conflict with the Shadowmen's agent.  Granted, we're
led to believe that it was, but remember who's pulling the strings here :-)

Here's another interesting question: How accurate are Centauri seers and
prophets?  The destruction of Babylon-5 [and it seemed to be *intentional
self-destruction* from the voices in the vision and the nature of the
explosion] is certainly one interesting possible future.  If it is the
future.  Do Centauri seers ever see the *past*?  Might we have been
witnessing the destruction of, say, Babylon *4*?  I guess we'll find out
later this year :-)

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 14:18:36 GMT
From: kip@utxvms.cc.utexas.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Signs & Portents: WOW

eiji@netmarket.com (Eiji Hirai) writes:
> I just watched Signs & Portents and was amazed.  Wow.
> 
> Anyway, I posit that the popularity of the Babylon 5 episodes is
> proportional to how much Story Arc material (or WHAM material, to use
> JMS's word) an episode contains.  I wonder if we can't just have 100%
> Story Arc material for all the episodes and just have the ratings go
> through the roof.
> 
> After seeing a high Arc content Signs & Portents episode, seeing the
> preview for what looks like a low Arc content episode left me a little
> dissapointed.  I guess my expectations are getting higher and higher for
> Babylon-5. :-)
> 
> I can't wait for the last season when I can anticipate strings of high
> Arc content episodes.  This show is getting highly addictive.

I agree completely with this statement.  I found "Stars" to be the best
episode of all, largely because it contained virtually undiluted WHAM
material.  I found "BAMN" to be rather boring and mundane, and then when
the ending came Sinclair committed a Kirkism, solving the problem far to
slickly and elegantly.  The only thing that made me realize I wasn't
watching an episode of ST:TOS was the fact that a bunch of guys in the
Senate hated what Sinclair did.  How many times did Kirk essentially
disobey orders and then get after-the-fact endorsement from Starfleet, with
kudos?

Also, JMS should be careful about making blatant political statements like
the one made in "BAMN" (the workers were obviously cast as the victims in
the situation).  But remember: B5 *is* a military installation, and its
proper functioning *is* important to Earth's security.  Clearly, in the
episode the government representative is cast as a vicious monster.  Far
more likely in the real world he would have been yet another well-meaning
man caught in the middle of an impossible situation.

I look *tremendously* forward to "S&P"!  I too wish every week could be
WHAM, WHAM, WHAM, but I guess that's hard to pull off.  Of course, we could
have had a two-season show that was 100% WHAM instead of a five-season show
with lots of filler, but hey, JMS has to make a living too, right?

Kip Ingram
kip@utxvms.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 15:32:36 GMT
From: clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: S&P - ?'s I Don't Expect You'll Answer

SPOILERS

BTW, Joe, you are an *EVIL* little man - don't
change a bit! ^_^

[place appropriate amounts of gushing praise over this most excellent
episode here]

Here are some questions for you, though I doubt you'll answer them (at
least, not straightforward)

1)  When Kosh said "THEY are not for you", who are THEY?
    (My guess, the humans.)

2)  Why didn't the Shadowman ask a human (Sinclair?)
    what HE/SHE wanted?  (An obvious answer...I think)

3)  Given what is supposed to happen to Kosh in "Grail"
    I don't suppose the Shadowman gave Kosh a small present
    during their skirmish, say to keep Kosh restrained?

4)  So who's on that shuttle leaving the exploding Babylon 
    station?  And how do we know that was Babylon *5*?

clark@daffy.csee.usf.edu
clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu
 

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 16:25:38 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: 'Signs and Portents' (*Speculation*)

benn1@server.uwindsor.ca said:
>The facts:
>
> 1. The Shadowmen are here.
> 2. The Shadowmen killed Lord Kiro and have given "The Eye" to Molari.
> 3. Delenn and Kosh know them for what they are.
> 4. Delenn can "see" them and sense their presence.

I disagree.  Delenn knows that the Shadowmen have come to this sector,
perhaps, but she does NOT realize that Morden was whatever he was - one of
them disguised as a now-dead explorer?  Or the explorer, taken over by
them?  Whichever, she wouldn't have simply ordered him out.  I think she
doesn't realize it was HIS presence that triggered whatever it was that it
triggered...  "It is the time of <mumble>" (did anyone catch that?).  In
any case all we know as a "fact" is that she reacted but, not immediately
on his presence in her room.

Frank Perricone
perricone@wsyd.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 16:58:11 GMT
From: dnavas@oracle.com (David Navas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Portents writing -- kudos and nits (spoilers)

SPOILERS

The good news - Sinclair uses -kilometers-!  Thanks ever so much for not
saying "mile/mile and a half."  I can only hope that the metric system is
firmly established in B5 now :)

Also, I like the way you packed the episode.  I was expecting for this to
be a non-stop episode, kind of like MotFL, but S&P, while it had more in
it, seemed to ramp better, climax better, and finish more satisfyingly.
Which is to say, it didn't finish at all.

The dream sequence in the coffee mug - very cool effect, nice reaction
from audience.  Very satisfying transition.

The nits - who, exactly, invited Troi to dress up as a Centauri?  That
first scene where she keeps mumbling the same thing over and over again
felt really flat.  "Death!  Pain!  Destruction!"  [rolls eyes, "oh please
don't keep the camera on her..."]  And then she says it again.  Aiyah...

If I ever hear Ivanova give another repeated line, I will be very
disappointed :(.  "...I know" would have worked well, "I know, I know" fell
flat.

No one talks this way.  No one.  We don't repeat what we've said.  We
don't.  It's a trick for emphasis.  A trick.  And it's being overused.
Overused.  The English language is provably redundant.  Provably.  Which is
why we don't need to communicate as if we haven't gotten through the first
time....

Oh well, can't have everything my own way. Sigh :)

David C. Navas
dnavas@us.oracle.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 18:24:11 GMT
From: jimh@solix.fiu.edu (James J Hardiman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: S&P,Spoiling questions>

SPOILERS

A few questions to  the world & JMS,
1) with the arrival of Zeta wing recently, I assumed that Bab-5 now has six
wings (based on a miserable knowledge of the Greek alphabet). Was this an
error? If not, why worry if you send Delta wing far off if you have five
still at home (and one at "hot standby")

Which brings up:
2) How long does it take to prepare a Starfury wing to launch? I assume it
takes more time to start a 'Fury than a '75 Nova, but just how much more?

3) Will we someday get better views of the personalization on the back of
the 'Furies? Ivanova's seems to be the two headed bird of the Czars,with
the Red Star (or at least a version of it-either way a nice touch). Also,
is customization of the Starfury a privilege? It seems there were more
naked Furies than not.

Any answers, anyone?

Jim Hardiman
jimh@solix.fiu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 18:33:46 GMT
From: mbr2@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Curious Of All Natures)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: consistency in Centauri special power

Spoilers for Signs & Portents and MoTFL

I notice a wonderful consistency between the occurrence of Centauri
future-telling in MoTFL and S&P.

In the former, Londo tells us that all Centauri get a vision of the
circumstances of their deaths (his being to die with his hands around
G'Kar's throat, decades from now).

In the latter, a powerful Centauri seer has several visions that *aren't*
about herself.  However, they are all about death and destruction.

Furthermore, the seer tells Sinclair that the futures she sees only
threaten to happen - they are possible but not certain.  Similarly, Londo
tries to carry out a plan to kill G'Kar with a gun, which would have
falsified his own vision.  Hence he must not think of that future as
absolutely unchangeable.

Footnote: it's easy to see why the ability to foresee and avoid one's own
death would be very selective, in evolutionary terms.

Matt Ryan
mbr2@kimbark.uchicago.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 1 Jun 94 20:19:32 GMT
From: Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.compaq.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dark Apprentice (was: Is this released yet?)

lozinski@netcom.com (Stud-Muffin) writes:
>Has the volume `Dark Apprentice' in the Jedi Academy trilogy by Kevin
>Anderson been released yet?
>
>Anyone know what the basic gist of this volume is going to be?
>
>Also, is Admiral Daala going to be killed like every other bad guy?
>
>When will some people from the rebellion finally get killed?

All I know is what was on the inside front cover of 'Jedi Search' itself:
'Dark Apprentice' is due in stores in June - which just started today.

As for the 'basic gist,' I can only assume from the name that one of the
three apprentices Luke has recruited turns to the dark side - probably Kyp.
(Remember when Kyp was experimenting with the Force in his cell, and he
thought for a minute that maybe he could focus his energy through anger?)
Then Luke fights Kyp in volume three and turns him away from the dark side.
Of course, while all that is going on, there will be some critical conflict
between the New Republic and Daala's forces.  Daala will win round two in
volume two, and it will look like she will win the war, but at the last
minute the New Republic, led by Han, Chewie, Leia, and Lando, will save the
day.  Typical SW trilogy stuff.  Not that that's a bad thing!  ;)

Is Daala going to be killed?  Gosh, I hope so.  And let's hope she's the
last of the last of the remnants of the dead Empire, too.  I'm really
getting tired of these guys.

Is someone from the rebellion going to die?  It would be a nice change of
pace, but don't bet on it.  Like the Star Trek novels, this is a franchise
now.  None of the authors writing these books own the characters in them,
so they are limited with what they can do with them.  The closest you will
get is new characters being introduced just to be killed off.  Like Luke's
new recruits or Leia's twins.  Hmm...

Erich Hurst
Compaq Computer Corporation
Houston, Texas

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 18:52:11 GMT
From: avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com (Al von Ruff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Logic Pool_ by Stephen Baxter

>I was pretty disappointed with the story after the hype in the previous
>issue, and I'm not sure that there was much to make sense of.  A great
>deal of the story consisted mostly of unexplained technobable, which is
>perplexing, since Stephen Baxter is being promoted as a serious British
>hard SF writer. One example of technobable from the story:
>
>   Then she ran a fingertip around an arc of the disc's cloudy
>   circumference. "There's no definite edge to this. The interior
>   is a lattice of buckytubes -- carbon -- laced with iron nuclei.
>   I think it's some sort of datastore. The buckytube lattice is
>   being extended by nanobees, all around the circumference." She
>   considered. "Nanobees with fusion-pulse jaws ..."
>
>There is never an explanation of buckytubes, nanobees, the relevance of
>the iron nuclei, or 'fusion-pulse jaws'.

Okay. The author is using new jargon to explain new technology.  The author
does not explain what the new jargon means. Since the reader does not
understand the meaning of the jargon, and the jargon is being used to
explain the technology, the reader does not understand the technology. In
hard SF the technology is, in general, central to the plot. Since the
reader does not understand the technology, the reader does not understand
the plot. The reader then posts to rec.arts.sf.written, wondering if anyone
else could make sense of the story, the technology, or the jargon.

Example where an author explains similar technical jargon (from _Green
Mars_ by Kim Stanley Robinson):

   "... But what you'll be interested in are the buckeyballs."
   Zafir was an expert in these little carbon geodesic spheres
   called buckminsterfullerenes...

Excellent economy of style, with just enough words to explain the term.
The second sentence tells the uninitiated that: 1) buckeyballs are made of
carbon, 2) that they have a geodesic spherical shape, and 3) that they are
named after Buckminster Fuller (inventor of the geodesic sphere). The
subsequent narrative describes why they are unique and why they are
valuable to industry.  Robinson has given us an explanation of the term,
without resorting to a physics lecture, and has even given us the origin of
the word.

Without explaining the jargon, the words simply become place-holders in the
sentence, easily replaced by other nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc., with no
loss of information:

   Then she ran a fingertip around an arc of the disc's cloudy
   circumference. "There's no definite edge to this. The interior
   is a lattice of dextrose -- sugar -- laced with chocolate
   nuclei.  I think it's some sort of candystore. The dextrose
   lattice is being extended by ants, all around the
   circumference." She considered. "Ants with fusion-pulse
   mandibles ..."

That makes about as much sense as the original.

Al von Ruff
Motorola Microcomputer Division
Urbana Design Center
1101 East University Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801 USA
avonruff@urbana.mcd.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 09:08:06 GMT
From: dstein@sage.math.ucla.edu (David Stein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Logic Pool_ by Stephen Baxter

I do not want to interrupt the wonderful little flame war developing, but
as I was the one who asked the question in the first place, I feel a bit
responsible.
 
The unfortunate thing is I lost the issue of Asimov's soon after I first
read the story in question.  And my main concern is not the techno-babble,
but the frequent mention of logical and quantum mechanical concepts that I
should somewhat understand (well, the quantum stuff is shady since my
undergraduate years).

Now these mentions (first-order logic, Godel theorem, EPR violations, etc.)
sure as hell made little sense to me within the story.  There is a whole
passage in the beginning of the story which seemed to me like a sophomore's
nightmare after taking Logic 101.  Later on there seemed to be some deep
connection being made between "non-something" logic and the violations of
EPR, with great consequences (instanteneous travel or communication?)
Again, I fail to see the significance.

If there is not much more to the story than:

  A mad scientist constructed a conscious computer in order to take over
  the universe but the tortured computer took revenge...

then I'm not sure what's the point.

If there is some interesting math and physics being explored within the
story, than I'm willing to get over the silly plot and characters and even
enjoy the story... but I just didn't "get it" during my first reading.

The story is very short - perhaps Matt could quote few crucial passages and
explain the significance.  Especially the ones that mention the Godel
theorem, and the connection to EPR violations, and their significance...
thanks!

Oh, and an interpretation of the first "dream" passage would be nice, too.

David

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 18:28:09 GMT
From: weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu (Matthew P Wiener)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Logic Pool_ by Stephen Baxter

dstein@sage (David Stein) writes:
>Now these mentions (first-order logic, Godel theorem, EPR violations,
>etc.) sure as hell made little sense to me within the story.  There is a
>whole passage in the beginning of the story which seemed to me like a
>sophomore's nightmare after taking Logic 101.  Later on there seemed to be
>some deep connection being made between "non-something" logic and the
>violations of EPR, with great consequences (instanteneous travel or
>communication?)  Again, I fail to see the significance.

Baxter is perhaps referring to the work of Joseph Ford, who shows that the
chaotic nature of the classical Arnol'd cat does not fully carry over to
the quantum version.  Ford goes so far as to claim that this is an actual
flaw in the correspondence principle, and not a mathematical artifact of
his measures of chaos.  (Both the jury and I think he's mistaken regarding
his claims - the work itself is solid and of separate, perhaps even
significant, interest.)  I haven't thought of the matter, but I assume it
would be a matter of course to rewrite Ford's work as a violation of QM
somewhere else, say EPR.

The use of a sophomore's nightmare in logic 101 to generate chaos is no big
deal.  In fact, it's a natural in the Ford context, since his measures of
chaos are algorithmic complexity theory.  The complexity of a finite
sequence is defined, following Kolmogorov and Chaitin, as the size of the
Turing machine needed to generate that sequence.  (In CS terms, a random
sequence _can't_ be compressed.)  Translating this into fragments of
arithmetic is straightforward.

Perhaps it's also more natural in Baxter's story, as the main (but dead)
character wanted to view the experiment from "inside", and found an
interpretable (ie, logical) framework easier (or more informative) than via
pretty Mandelbrot style pictures.  Marsden was, after all, wired into the
experiment.

As for the relationship between EPR and FTL, Baxter is gibbering, but in
what I gather has become a standard latter day saifai bogosity.  It's QM's
_upholding_ of EPR which a few fringe thinkers like to sell as FTL.  Were
EPR to be violated, this fringe would have to look elsewhere.  There is no
inherent connection between the linearity of QM and special relativity, so
the mention here is nonsense.  This only comes in the speculation about why
Marsden built the logic pool, so it's ignorable wince material.

And the reference to CH was also technical gibberish, in case you were
trying to parse that.  One can't even state CH in arithmetic, let alone
decide it.  But considering his audience, CH was perhaps the only example
of an independence result that can be namedropped, and it really didn't
matter one way or the other.

>If there is not much more to the story than:
>
>  A mad scientist constructed a conscious computer in order to
>  take over the universe but the tortured computer took revenge...
>
>then I'm not sure what's the point.

There isn't.  I don't think the mad scientist in question was actually
planning to take over the universe, but the story is just your basic
Frankenstein motif with a nanoperspective.  The ending was humorous, by the
way: the logic creatures discover survival of the fittest.

>If there is some interesting math and physics being explored within the
>story, than I'm willing to get over the silly plot and characters and even
>enjoy the story... but I just didn't "get it" during my first reading.

You didn't miss much.  Baxter, even though he has a background in math
(excuse me, maths) usually writes way over his head.  I refuse to read his
novels.

>The story is very short - perhaps Matt could quote few crucial passages
>and explain the significance.  Especially the ones that mention the Godel
>theorem, and the connection to EPR violations, and their significance...
>thanks!

Is my general rambling above sufficient?  Sentient AI nanodevices, encoded
in fragments of arithmetic, are randomly growing and getting smarter.  The
Joseph Ford thought experiment is being run for the first time, looking for
minute differences between QM/CM chaos.  At each boron nucleus flip, the
average complexity of the logic trees was measured.  I presume QM and CM
make different predictions here, a la Ford.  If true, this would be of
extreme scientific interest.  This being saifai, Baxter has to go one step
beyond such a pure goal, so he tosses in the EPR/FTL gibber.

>Oh, and an interpretation of the first "dream" passage would be nice, too.

By the "dream" passages I assume you mean the stuff about the Sky and the
Culling.  I assume you figured out that the Culling was the boron nucleus
spin magnetic coupled flipping.  Presumably, the logic creatures were
sentient enough to "observe" the nucleus, and thus were culling themselves.
Their memories and memory capacity were of course evolving with the
cullings.  The Sky was the magnetic field, say, controlling the boron
nucleus.  Perhaps Marsden wired a polarity dependence into the working of
the logic devices, so that he could make his measurements while they were
down.  As long as the nucleus was in an uncollapsed state, away they grew.
When it was "observed", they froze.  The part of their memory that was
dynamic (as opposed to hard-coded) was permanently lost.

As to what these creatures were, they were femtocomputers dependent on fine
details of their iron-embedded buckytube lattices.  The tubes would grow
and split, based on some randomly generated arithmetical proposition to be
true or false and to be "incorporated" into their internal program.
(Regardless of your personal feelings about AI and genuine sentience,
surely this is an overly standard saifai motif by now, so I'll assume you
can handwave your own explanation about how a complicated enough axiomatic
system can think on its own.)  Perhaps Marsden's wiring was more than just
viewing: he could have been helping the things along in the early stages.
That would of course explain their anthropomorphic imagery.

If you want more, let me know.  The story is _not_ worth this much.  

Matthew P Wiener
weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 22:54:07 GMT
From: BRADHAMP@cofc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BESTER: Decievers (The Stars My Destination

Since reading 'the Demolished Man' by Alfred Bester, I've been trying to
pick up his books in 2nd hand stores. I came across one called 'the
Decievers',which had something like 'the only true successor to The Stars
My Destination' on the front cover; is Decievers a sequel to TSMD? Are they
related in anyway? Or are all of his books stand alone novels?

Thanks for any info.

Corwin

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 19:39:39 GMT
From: pfritsch@skid.ps.uci.edu (Paul Fritschle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Rediscovery_ by MZB and Lackey--opinions?

I just read the paperback edition of _Rediscover_ and wondered what other
readers think about it. I am a fan of *both* MZB and Lackey, but found this
book not up to par for either. In my experience, I've found that MZB's
dialogue can often be fairly lame, while Lackey has a tendency to *very*
tedious, drawn out expository passages, with excessive amounts of
self-examination by characters. This book seemed to capture the flaws of
both authors. Thoughts? Comments?

Paul Fritschle
pfritsch@skid.PS.UCI.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 15:35:28 GMT
From: tonyz@eskimo.com (Tony Zbaraschuk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Rediscovery_ by MZB and Lackey--opinions?

Paul Fritschle <pfritsch@skid.ps.uci.edu> wrote:
>I just read the paperback edition of _Rediscover_ and wondered what other
>readers think about it. I am a fan of *both* MZB and Lackey, but found
>this book not up to par for either. In my experience, I've found that
>MZB's dialogue can often be fairly lame, while Lackey has a tendency to
>*very* tedious, drawn out expository passages, with excessive amounts of
>self-examination by characters. This book seemed to capture the flaws of
>both authors. Thoughts? Comments?
 
"combines the flaws of both authors" - yup.  I was _really_ disappointed
in _Rediscovery_.  The main characters (the Lornes) were rather simple, and
the villain (what's-his-name) utterly lacked the vitality of Mornelithe
Falconsbane or the considerable power (as a character) of Dyan Ardais or
even Dezi; he was just a little piece of scum, without any real redeeming
qualities.  This was worse, I think, than _any_ of the Darkover books MZB
did.
 
Tony Z

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 22:39:50 GMT
From: HARSTU2@uga.cc.uga.edu (Laura)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Rediscovery_ by MZB and Lackey--opinions?

I disagree. Granted, this is not (IMHO) the best Darkover book, but it does
have some redeeming qualities. I especially enjoyed the "explanation"
included concerning Leonie Hastur's attitude toward the Terrans and change
in general. Now I can see why she acted so harsh in some of the later
(chronologically) Darkover Novels.
 
Laura Lance
Food Science Dept., UGA
Athens, GA 30602       
harstu2@uga.cc.uga.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 15:51:49 GMT
From: pps2d@virginia.edu (Peter P. Swire)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Rediscovery_ by MZB and Lackey--opinions?

I agree that it is interesting to find how Leonie Hastur's attitudes toward
Terrans were formed.  But Rediscovery in general had too much of a
fill-in-the-dots feel for me.  Somehow Magda had to be born, somehow
Kadarin had to make his initial contact with the Terrans, etc..  The
working through of the details was all nice enough.  But I have strong
personal evidence that this book didn't grab me the way the other Darkover
novels have - I actually put it down for several days, only fifty pages
from the end.

That said, I found Ysaye's pregnancy and Leonie's monitoring of it to be
vintage Darkover - strong, believable emotions and an urgent plot setting.

Peter P. Swire
pps2d@virginia.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 6 Jun 94 15:23:03 GMT
From: SYSLEE@elecom2.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Steven Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Brin and his Uplift novels

Does anyone know if David Brin is planning to write anymore Uplift novels.
As it is, it seems to be incomplete and I think that there is potential for
at least another 3 to four books in that series.  Anyway, IMO, it is one of
the better SF series out and the concept of Uplift is intriguing.

So far, these are the books I know to be Uplift novels:

1) Sundiver
2) Uplift War
3) Startide Rising

All three were excellent books, but am I missing any?

Steven Lee
53 Karen Walk
Waterloo, Ontario
725-1750

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 19:31:05 GMT
From: djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Brin and his Uplift novels

According to a blurb in the new _Locus_, he's currently working on the next
one, working title _Brightness Reef._ According to the same blurb, he
writes books in cycles of threes: one big blockbuster, like _Earth_, one
off-beat like _Glory Season,_ and one Uplift book.  This is so he doesn't
become locked into one universe.  Never mind how many of us wish he
*would.*

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California
Berkeley
djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 19:37:24 GMT
From: dbongard@icogsci10.ucsd.edu (Dan Bongard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Brunner

gwiseman@uoguelph.ca (Geoffrey A Wiseman) writes:
>Hmm.  Brunner has a tendency of being pretty good at some predictions,
>though.  Shockwave rider has a number of remarkable concepts given the
>time in which it was written.

It is also surprising that Stand on Zanzibar, which is 25 years old if I'm
not mistaken, is still not really dated... it is still a fairly believable
future.

Daniel Bongard
dbongard@ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 17:55:06 GMT
From: barring@cs.umass.edu (David Mix Barrington)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Brunner

dbongard@icogsci10.ucsd.edu (Dan Bongard) writes:
>It is also surprising that Stand on Zanzibar, which is 25 years old if I'm
>not mistaken, is still not really dated... it is still a fairly believable
>future.

I'd be interested in further discussion of _SoZ_, which I consider to be
one of the most fully realized futures in SF.  A couple of related book
recommendations first - John Dos Passos' _USA_ trilogy (historical novels
set 1914?-1929, obvious stylistic inspiration for _SoZ_) and David Brin's
_Earth_, which is partially a deliberate attempt to do the same thing as
_SoZ_.  (Brin remarks in the afterward to _Earth_ that 50 years is the
hardest range at which to project the future, because it must be both
really different and still recognizable.)

How good was _SoZ_ as prophecy, from the vantage point of exactly halfway
from his publication date (1968) to his projected present (2010)?  These
are all spoilers for _SoZ_...

Geopolitics: USA-China conflict to continue and dominate USA politics
   (WRONG).  Economically strong hybrid capitalist-socialist states to
   emerge in East Asia (RIGHT).  Individual corporations to become major
   geopolitical players (DON'T KNOW YET).  Language-based confederations of
   African states (PROBABLY WRONG).  Decline in relative power of USA
   government, so that the novel doesn't mention the USA President once
   (PROBABLE).  Disappearance of USA-USSR Cold War (RIGHT) (is Russia
   mentioned in _SoZ_ at all?).  Worldwide media net (RIGHT).  Interactive
   media programming (Mr. and Mrs. Everywhere) (LIKELY).  Schism in
   Catholic Church over birth control (WRONG).  No nuclear war but
   continued steady conventional conflicts (RIGHT).

USA Domestic Life: Widespread terrorism and monkey-wrenching (NOT YET).
   Restrictions on child-bearing (NOT YET, NOT LIKELY).  Continued
   expansion of sexual freedom (DEBATABLE) (Did _SoZ_ mention homosexuality
   at all?).  Urban rioting, spontaneous mass murder ("muckers") (RIGHT).

Technology: Tailored microorganisms, e.g. "GT Aluminophage" (PROBABLE).
   Genetic Engineering to precondition human children with desired
   characteristics (POSSIBLE).  No personal computers (WRONG).  Single
   computers with interesting personalities (NOT YET).  Huge enhancement of
   human fighting ability by artificial means (NOT YET).  No major impact
   of space exploration on earthly life (PROBABLE).

Looks pretty good to me.  He got the single biggest geopolitical trend and
   has a similar feel to the present in the overall geopolitics.  The
   domestic life is not unrecognizable, and none of the tech predictions is
   yet falsifiable.  Actually looking at what he missed is a nice test of
   the important events of the past 25 years - personal computers and AIDS,
   but what else on that scale?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 21:01:22 GMT
From: schafer@raistlan.network.com (Martin Schafer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Brunner

barring@cs.umass.edu (David Mix Barrington) writes:
>Geopolitics: USA-China conflict to continue and dominate USA politics
>(WRONG).

Actually, while the USA-China conflict went away for a while, it may well
be on its way back.  USA-China is the only reasonable pairing for a new
bipolar world if it organizes that way.  China is the only country whose
geopolitical power might grow to rival the USA's within the next few
decades.

>   Economically strong hybrid capitalist-socialist states to emerge in
>   East Asia (RIGHT).  Individual corporations to become major

Well, partially right.  East Asia tends to authoritarian capitalist.
There's not much socialism in Korea, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, etc..

>   Schism in Catholic Church over birth control (WRONG).  

Not WRONG, hasn't happened yet.  Might well happen in the next 20 years.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 94 00:06:27 GMT
From: kruhle@netcom.com (Kristin Ruhle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Brunner

>It is also surprising that Stand on Zanzibar, which is 25 years old if I'm
>not mistaken, is still not really dated... it is still a fairly believable
>future.

A fairly detailed discussion of this has been posted already, but I would
like to note that David Brin has an excellent foreword to _SoZ_ in the
Easton Press leather-bound signed-first-edition. His overall point was that
while a lot of the specific prophecy turned out to be wrong, the overall
theme is still extremely relevant. The book is also more effective in terms
of literary style and such (according to Brin, and I tend to agree) than
_The Sheep Look Up_ which was simply a dire warning.

Kristin

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 00:24:47 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Recent reading:  F.M. Busby

I'm actually starting to run out of Busby novels - I seem not to have a
copy of _All These Earths_ (anyone read this?  Should I scour used book
stores in search of it or just pick it up if it crosses my field of
vision?), and I haven't read a couple of the ancillary Hulzein novels (the
Tregare prequels), but I think I've read just about everything else, which
means I'll be drooling slightly in anticipation of the _Slow Freight_
sequel, which probably wouldn't be worth it in hardback, but that's okay.
It's AvoNova so it'll be pb, and it's apparently going to be standalone.

I bought _Islands of Tomorrow_ last week and read it the other day.
Realworld setting is Pullman, WA, this time; being U-Dubber, I don't know
whether he got the setting perfect this time, but I suspect he did (_The
Singularity Project_ was a kick for a Seattleite who works in Bellevue to
read, although I still contend he's being optimistic about commute times).
It's a time travel novel, with a bunch of people with paranormal powers
running around in it.  Plot: several people from our near future (novel
present) are kidnapped by people with paranormal powers (including the
ability to coerce others mentally, levitate, "swim" the time stream, detect
another's presence from a distance and so on) from the far-flung future, to
participate in a fairly brain-dead breeding program.  That's this novel's
excuse for the Mildly Unusual Sex.  (I think my favorite for Mildly Unusual
Sex in a Busby Novel - something which could probably be trademarked - is
_Breeds of Man_.  Cyclic hermaphroditism just gives one more _scope_, I
think.)  The plotting is, as always, tight and imaginative.  The prose is
just kind of there; Busby is telling a story and not much more than that.
The time travel mechanism/metaphor (the two are as closely intertwined here
as in Zelazny's _Roadmarks_) is, at least for me, novel.  Handling of the
(inevitable) paradoxes is okay - Busby wrings one good gag out of it (note
the name of the hammer on the last page).

Amusingly enough, the timestream is used to solve STL travel problems in
much the same way the device in _Slow Freight_ was.  Heh.

This wouldn't be a bad place to start reading Busby novels.

Rebecca Crowley		
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 18:35:41 GMT
From: curt@quest.mn.org (Curtis Gibson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game

James Kennedy <kennedyj@glas.rtsg.mot.com> wrote:
>I remember reading the short story by Card by this name, this wouldn't
>take away from a reading of the novel, would it ?

I prefer the short story of _Ender's Game_ pub'ed in the Aug 1977 _Analog_
over the novel.  The short story was more to the point and more internally
consistent.  The novel was "padded" for me after reading the short story
first.  There are internal contradictions in the novel that keep the story
from working for me.  You did not give the ok for spoilers so I can't say
much more than this.  I have friends that liked the novel over the short
story.  (Who can figure? 8^)) There is no relation of which you read first.
There are cases of liking the first better than the second and other cases
of likeing the second better.  I'd say go ahead and read the novel.

Curtis S. Gibson
curt@quest.mn.org

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 13:25:46 GMT
From: gwills@graceland.att.com (11265-Graham Wills)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game, contains SPOILERS

curt@quest.UUCP (Curtis Gibson) writes:
>I prefer the short story of _Ender's Game_ pub'ed in the Aug 1977 _Analog_
>over the novel.  The short story was more to the point and more internally
>consistent.  The novel was "padded" for me after reading the short story
>first.

I found both admirable; the short story was a direct, simple extrapolation
of Card's original idea, that of children being trained by playing games to
defend mankind from Bug Eyed Monsters. It centered around the battle room
games (the first story idea Card had) and kept tightly to its course. As in
most good short stories, it had one character who was given more than a
character sketch, one theme and one milieu. It's an excellent example of
effective short story writing.

The novel introduces us to Valentine and Peter, two very effective
contrasts to Ender. The interplay between the three allows a much deeper
understanding of Ender's psyche, by contrast it with Valentine's overly
empathic outlook and Peter's sociopathic tendencies. The subplot involving
the two siblings on the Earth is necessary so we can understand that they
(especially Peter) is *more* than a simple character - Card allows us to
understand some of his motivation and lets us admire him; by the end of the
book we can see how he and Ender are so very, very similar - that Peter
with Valentine influencing him is a ruthless person tempered with
compassion, whereas Ender is the reverse; a compassionate person with a
ruthless streak.  The amplified roles of Peter and Valentine give us a
chance to explore important questions: Why do we do what we do? Is love
always good? It also makes Ender a fully realised character. A final point
is that it shows us how Ender changes over time. He starts as a frightened
child, he finishes as a boy old beyond his years. You *know* Peter will not
successfully threaten him again.

The commanders and teachers are also allowed personalities in the novel.
Card is given the opportunity of throwing his own slant on one of the most
difficult of moral choices, posed most notably by Le Guin (The ones who
walk away from Omelas): Is it right to sacrifice an uncomprehending
innocent for the good of the rest?

Most of the rest of the "padding" consists of incidents which give more
insight into Ender's character. For me, the short story is a story about
the battle training school and the games in it. The novel is about Ender.
Or, the shirt story is "Ender's GAME", the novel "ENDER'S game"

>There are internal contradictions in the novel that keep the story from
>working for me.

Share. I'm interested.

Graham Wills
Data Visualization
Software Research
AT&T Bell Laboratories
Indian Hill
Naperville IL
gwills@research.att.com
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Date: 5 Jun 94 23:55:19 GMT
From: fiver@cray-ymp.acm.stuorg.vt.edu (fiver rabbit)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game

Bryce Koike (bkoike@sdcc5.ucsd.edu) wrote:
>Hmm.  I have to admit that I did suffer from some turmoil when I felt the
>ending coming, but it was definitely better in the book.  The short story
>is much more concise, but I enjoy the novel for many different reasons.
>It's very rare for me to get emotional in a book, and Lost Boys is one of
>the few that succeeded.

I have not read the short story "The Lost Boys" but I just finished reading
the novel and I indeed found the ending disturbing. On the second to last
chapter, I found myself weeping slightly it disturbed me so much;
definitely worth reading. I intend to read the short story as soon as I
can get a hold of it.

Michael G. Haynes
fiver@onededbdy.async.vt.edu
fiver@vt.edu                
fiver@acm.vt.edu            

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 02:30:28 GMT
From: markg@pdx820 (Mark Gonzales)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner - anyone read it?

pps2d@Virginia.EDU (Peter P. Swire) writes:
>I found the story pretty good, especially in Cherryh's ability once again
>to craft an interesting alien society and show how humans would fit in.  I
>was repeatedly frustrated, however, with her description of how the Atevi
>form and break their loyalty to their leaders.  I don't think she has yet
>worked out the interplay of genetics and culture in how the Atevi follow
>their leaders.  The horse-like Mecheiti seem to have genetic programming
>that lets them fix on a leader without wavering.  But the sapient Atevi
>have developed numerous versions of treachery, where they can switch
>leaders suddenly and secretly.  How can loyalty be so key to atevi society
>when treachery is so common and celebrated?

Let's turn this around: "How can loyalty be so key to human society when
treachery is so common and celebrated?" - see it works just as well for
humans.

This is what I like best about Cherryh's aliens - they are not instinct
driven machines like Niven's aliens. Their "deep sets" are based on their
species instincts and evolution, just like humans, but they can act against
those instincts, just like humans.

I can't think of any instinct that humans can't override - even the
strongest ones that say "babies are cute and should be taken care of" get
overridden in horrible fashion every day. Being able to override instincts
is a necessary (but not sufficient) pre-condition for intelligence.

_Foreigner_ is a good novel, a bit lighter in tone than much of her
previous work - the characters even make jokes now and again! I can think
of only one humourous remark by a character in the Chanur series.  I can't
remember any character in the Union/Alliance novels making a joke.

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 19:15:58 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner - anyone read it?

markg@pdx820 (Mark Gonzales) writes:
>_Foreigner_ is a good novel, a bit lighter in tone than much of her
>previous work - the characters even make jokes now and again! I can think
>of only one humourous remark by a character in the Chanur series.  I can't
>remember any character in the Union/Alliance novels making a joke.

Catlin, when Ari goes shopping; Justin's "Fly Reseune Air" poster; In
_Merchanter's Luck_, when Mallory describes what's-his-name's cargo as
"lifesupport freight"; and um, well, I see what you mean...  

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA06941; Tue, 7 Jun 94 09:05:19 EDT
Date: Tue, 7 Jun 94 09:05:19 EDT
Message-Id: <9406071305.AA06941@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #420
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 7 Jun 94 09:05:19 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #420
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Tuesday, 7 Jun 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 420

Today's Topics:

	      Books - Cherryh (6 msgs) & Hugh Cook (5 msgs) &
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Date: 3 Jun 94 07:50:16 GMT
From: lgrant@maths.tcd.ie (Lesley Grant)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Humour in Cherryh (WAS: Re: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner)

cpf@alchemy.TN.Cornell.EDU (Courtenay Footman) writes:
>markg@pdx820 (Mark Gonzales) writes:
>>_Foreigner_ is a good novel, a bit lighter in tone than much of her
>>previous work - the characters even make jokes now and again! I can think
>>of only one humourous remark by a character in the Chanur series.  I
>>can't remember any character in the Union/Alliance novels making a joke.
>
>Catlin, when Ari goes shopping; Justin's "Fly Reseune Air" poster; In
>_Merchanter's Luck_, when Mallory describes what's-his-name's cargo as
>"lifesupport freight"; and um, well, I see what you mean...

   Florian and Ari when they discover Catlin is ticklish, Grant telling
Justin he's found a 'worm' and then jumping him, Florian is also described
as a practical joker, though I don't think any of his jokes are actually
shown on stage.

In the Chanur books: Goldtooth and Jik make remarks about Pyanfar's
physical attractions for them, the crew of the _Legacy_ make jokes during
set-up for jump and at the expense of junior crew members and passengers.

   Any other examples?

Lesley

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 16:30:13 GMT
From: lori_saltis@ebap.sri.com (Lori Saltis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner - anyone read it?

markg@pdx820 (Mark Gonzales) wrote:
> _Foreigner_ is a good novel, a bit lighter in tone than much of her
> previous work - the characters even make jokes now and again! I can think
> of only one humourous remark by a character in the Chanur series.  I
> can't remember any character in the Union/Alliance novels making a joke.

The one that comes to mind is in Chanur's Homecoming. Chur's remark when
Tully is brought to her to spend jump time with her: "I must be getting
better, you've brought me a handsome lover."  Is that the one you mean?
The whole business with Skkukuu's (sp?) Dinner was grimly funny. Overall,
the Union/Alliance/Compact universe is a pretty serious place.  I hadn't
really noticed it until you pointed it out.  

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 23:07:25 GMT
From: hposo@vipunen.hut.fi (Heikki Poso)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner - anyone read it?

I found _Chanur's Legacy_ hilariously funny in places.

Quotes (possible spoilers):

   A practical *and* an academic education in diplomacy did not encourage
one to seize *gtst* by *gtst* white throat. Being Pyanfar's niece did; (- -
- -).

  "Your honor, kindly take position for jump. We trust you have your
medical kit at hand."
  Silence.
  "Your honor. Kindly advise us if you have done what we request for the
preservation of yourself and the Preciousness."
  *Fry* that dimwit!
  "*Honorable captain?*"
  "Are you ready, honorable?"
  "*We are ready.*"
  "Steady, cap'n." From Tiar, at her right elbow. "Murder's not in the
contract."
  "Don't say that word."
  "Hey, we'll be free of it. Shove the Preciousness and *gtst* honor right
out the chute and be damned to them."
  "Not allowed. Subclause 3."
  "They tell you about this Tlisi-tlas-tin character, cap'n?"
  "No."
  "Didn't think so."
  From Tarras: "Do I get to pitch *gtst* out of the lock?"
  "Negative. Negative. Subclause three point two. No pitching of the
Preciousness."

End quotes.

The humor is rather dry, but it exists.

Heikki
hposo@fltxa.helsinki.fi

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 16:16:15 GMT
From: Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk (Ken & Jo Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Humour in Cherryh (WAS: Re: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner)

There's loads of examples of people making jokes in _Cyteen_ but usually
they're pretty grim - I'm sure I can remember Justin saying "God, Grant,
that was a joke", Ari I jokes about replicating the Ed wing etc.. Ari II
sneaking down to Ag is supposed to be a prank. These do *not* however make
you laugh. In fact I am a big Cherryh fan but I can only remember laughing
out loud twice at her stuff - once was the incident of Skukkuk's dinner
being loose, and once was the hysterically funny moment in _Hellburner_
when Dekker asked Ben what was the time. Oh well, you had to be there :). I
can't think of a single joke or laugh in _Rimrunners_ or _Heavy Time_
Anyone else?  

Jo

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 06:09:53 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Humour in Cherryh (WAS: Re: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner)

There is a difference between the characters making jokes, and the author
being amusing.  The first rarely happens in Cherryh; the second is much
more frequent.  Pyanfar's mail in _Chanur's Legacy_ is hilarious; One can
think of a large number of incidents in the book that are ironically
amusing: the frequent threat of lawsuits by minor mahendo'sat, the
reactions of people to Morgaine in _Gate of Ivrel_, the reaction of the
stsho when Pyanfar presented the "repair bill" in _Chanur's Venture_, etc.,
etc..  Of course, it helps if one's taste in humor runs to the ironic, but
there is no doubt that Cherryh does have a good sense of humor.  It is her
_characters_ that are frequently humorless.

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 08:32:05 GMT
From: jvalkama@paju.oulu.fi (Jyrki Valkama)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Humour in Cherryh (WAS: Re: Cherryh's latest - Foriegner)

Don't forget first Chanur book: Pride of Chanur, where Tully tells that he
came to Chanur because he saw that Hani laughed.

BTW, I always thought that passage hard to believe.  How can species from
two different kinds of planets share same laughing reflex and at same
things?

Cheers!

Jyrki Valkama
 

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 09:40:28 GMT
From: cs317481@dingo.cc.uq.oz.au (Dean Morris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Books by Hugh Cook?

vamos@enuxsa.eas.asu.edu (Vernon E Amos) writes:
>Does anyone out there in netland know if Hugh Cook, who wrote all the
>'Chronicles of an Age of Darkness' series, has started/done any other
>stuff?.
>
>I love his work. got all 10 of the 'darkness' series.

Ye Gods!  Another reader of Hugh Cook books!  I was just about to post a
similar message myself.  There seems to be NO coverage AT ALL for "The
Chronicles of an age of Darkness"!

Does any one know if he's going to release any more books?

He used to release them quite regularly, but the last one came out AGES
ago, and was by far the best of the series.

After reading "The Witchlord and the Weaponmaster" I was dying to read the
next in the series..  but there hasn't been one!

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 15:57:01 GMT
From: mchong@solomon.technet.sg (Michael Chong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Books by Hugh Cook?

Dean Morris (cs317481@dingo.cc.uq.oz.au) wrote:
>After reading "The Witchlord and the Weaponmaster" I was dying to read
>the next in the series..  but there hasn't been one!

The blurb at the back of this book says:

"Although it forms the final part in a vast fantasy epic, this volume is a
complete and spectacular tale in its own right"

I guess this, unfortunately, says it all.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 08:39:04 GMT
From: cs317481@dingo.cc.uq.oz.au (Dean Morris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Books by Hugh Cook?

>I too am looking for any new Hugh Cook books...  Btw in #10 it hints that
>the Age of Darkness is starting to end...  Maybe we're going to get 10
>books in Chronicles of an Age of Light??

Yeah, I read the last bit of that book the other day and thought that might
be the case...

I don't think he would write a series set AFTER the first 10 books though -
it would spoil the mystery of the books...  Unless of course, they were set
a fair bit after, say 50 years or so.

What might be more interesting is a book set during the Wizard/Rovac
alliance or even during the Golden Gulag, or though that mya be a bit too
sci-fi.

On another topic, I have compiled an extensive Hugh Cook encyclopedia-like
hypertext file.  It consists of entries for every person, place, thing or
object mentioned in the books (Well, the books I've done so far.).  It also
lists the pages of each book where they appear and as it is a hypertext
document, you can easily find related topics.

Would any-one out there in internet land find this mildly useful??  If so,
mail me and I'll send it to you...

Well, Bye!

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 13:06:32 GMT
From: dh420@bfsec.bt.co.uk (David Halliwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Books by Hugh Cook?

cs317481@dingo.cc.uq.oz.au (Dean Morris) writes:
>After reading "The Witchlord and the Weaponmaster" I was dying to read
>the next in the series..  but there hasn't been one!

Well, "The Witchlord and the Weaponmaster" does rather wrap things up -
making most of the other plots a bit irrelevant. A disappointingly early
end to an enjoyable series IMHO.

I suspect the lack of traffic is mostly due to the limited distribution of
the series in the US. Contrasted with Jordan's juveniles for instance.

David

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 18:05:36 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Books by Hugh Cook?

Some hope for those of you wanting more of the Chronicles of an Age of
Darkness is that when we received no.8 (ish - I can't remember exactly
which one) the publisher's blurb with it said the series was projected to
be twenty volumes. Remember, there's a lot of side stories he hasn't
covered yet, and a lot of characters who's history and motivations we don't
know. I was unsure where he was going to go after book five, but then in
book six he heads off to an island in the middle of nowhere (and no, I'm
not going to try and type in the name of anywhere on the island without the
book to hand :-) :-)). Anyway, I'm hoping he continues with the series, but
only if he has the ideas for it - it's better to wait a couple of years for
a good book than have the author churn out crap every six months - do you
think Piers Anthony is listening?

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 04:27:27 GMT
From: rn314s363@blackout.sim.es.com (Russell Nagle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Michael Crichton

What has happened to Michael Crichton? He was such a rad writer, Jurassic
Park was rad.  Then he wrote Rising Sun, That's not his style! He needs to
write another good Sci-Fi - none of this sexual harassment stuff!

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 14:10:35 GMT
From: hou@med.unc.edu (Harvey Hou)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Little,Big Comments/Questions (spoilers)

I finished the novel _Little, Big_ by John Crowley a week ago, and I am
still trying to figure out if I liked it or not.  I decided to pick this
book up to read because I saw several posts saying how great it was.
Several people were listing it as one of their favorite stories.  It was a
slow starting book, and at the beginning of the book I had to really force
myself to keep going.  There were no particularly exciting things happening
in the plot, and the characterizations of Smoky and the Drinkwater family
didn't draw me in.  It took about two-thirds of the book before I finally
felt some emotion toward these characters.

Also I am still a bit confused to what happened.  What were the fairies
planning, and what were the role the Drinkwater family played in it?  As
you read the story, you are introduced to the Drinkwaters and their group
of followers who believe in the Fairies.  They believe they are part of
some Tale.  No one seems to be able to prove their beliefs or even voice
them, so you are left wondering are they a bunch of lunatics or what?
However then there are instances when Daily Alice talks to Grandfather
Trout, and Mrs. UnderHill appears so it seems their belief is true.  The
pace and the story picked up for me when Auberon went to the City, and
stayed at the Old Law Farm and met Sylvie.  Then we were introduced to
Ariel Hawksquill and the notion of a War being fought.  What war?  I guess
the fairies were disappearing from the world...  Then towards the end Lilac
appears and meets with everyone and tells them they have to be at some
place at the appointed time to meet the fairies face-to-face to sign
somekind of peace treaty.  What was that about?  Instead Smoky dies on the
way out of the House to the meeting, and a wake is held and then arrives
Sylvie.  It looks like Sylvie is the Queen and Auberon the King of what?
Are they the new King and Queen of the Fairies?  That seemed to be the
implication to me especially with Mrs. Underhill and her group packing up
to leave.  Like I said I am still trying to decide if I enjoyed this story
or not.

As I write this things are becoming much clearer in my mind.  I see that
the Tale is about how Daily Alice, Sophie, George Mouse, Tacey, Lily, Lucy,
Auberon, Sylvie and the rest are the new fairies.  It is a rebirth of the
fairies.  I still am interested in other peoples' point of view of this
story.  As the Tale unfolds we find out that the Stork has Ariel's soul,
but who is Grandfather Trout?  It seems that Daily Alice will take over
Mrs. Underhill's role, and Auberon's sisters, Tacey, Lily and Lucy are the
Queens of Air and Darkness.  I don't have much knowledge of the mythos of
the fairies or Sidhe, but are there any parallels in this story with the
mythos?  Interesting.

Harvey
hou@med.unc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 16:18:26 GMT
From: dstone@phoenix.cs.uga.edu (David Stone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Little,Big Comments/Questions (spoilers)

SPOILER!

  I believe that Granfather Trout was Daily Alice's actual grandfather, or
great grandfather (it's been a couple of years since I read this book, and
I don't have the genealogy chart in the front handy...).  Remember the
story about the guy that liked to fish?  I believe he hacked some sort of
deal with a fairy to that got him a hood ornament or dashboard thingy that
would make women want him when they saw it on his car.  Apparently he ended
up regretting this, and decided to return the charm (I think it was a
squirrel tail(?)) to the fairy, who for some some reason or other, such as
a breach of fairy code, decided to turn the guy into a fish.  The story
does not actually explicitly tell the reader this, but it is _strongly_
implied.

  As for the rest of your questions, all I can say is that I was just as
confused as you were after reading that book, though I still thought it was
pretty nifty.  Anyone know about some of the legends or stories this book
might have used as a subtext?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 23:24:27 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Retrograde Reviews--Pamela C. Dean:The Secret Country

Pamela C. Dean:The Secret Country

A Retrograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

Children transported to a fantasy realm.  That's not a new theme, dating at
least back to C.S. Lewis, and perhaps to Lewis Carroll.  In _The Secret
Country_, the realm is the one that they have played for several years,
between two sets of cousins.

The problem is, everything isn't _quite_ as they imagined it.  Or, rather,
not as any one of them imagined it--more of a consensus, so that what one
of them may find familiar, the other will find utterly wrong.  And even
with that allowed for, there are still things they never came up with
themselves.

The plot, however, they find all too familiar.  The King, too skeptical
about the existence and efficacy of magic, refuses to listen to his
advisors that advocate its use against a foreseeable attack by the Dragon
King.  In the game they played every summer, the King was killed by one of
his advisors, and then the advisor was sentenced to death by the King's
son.

That was fine for a game...but now they have to live it.  So they try to
change things, as much as possible, only to find themselves countered by a
mysterious force...

The book starts a little slowly - first they have to find the Secret
Country (quite by accident), and then they have to go through a rigmarole
of making sure that they're not missed in the real world while they spend
weeks in the Secret Country.  And even then, it's a while before things
really build up.

It doesn't help that the children, between (as far as I could tell) ten and
fifteen years old, act faithful to their ages.  Which is to say, the most
common phrase spoken is "Shut up."  Add to that the almost-obligatory
member who doesn't believe any of this is real, and things can get very
annoying.

But by the end of the book, things are getting much more interesting, and
the children are starting to figure out a bit better how much they _can_
control of the Land...

Highly interesting.  I'm looking forward to reading the next book.

Author:     Dean, Pamela
Title:      The Secret Country
Publisher:  Ace
City:       New York
Date:       May 1985
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-75740-5
Pages:      293 pp.
Series:     Secret Country
Volume:     Book 1
Comments:   Paperback, USD2.95, CAD3.75
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Donaldson (3 msgs) & Linda Evans (3 msgs) &
                    Feist (10 msgs) & Gaskell & Gail Greeno

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 13:42:43 GMT
From: jjd@acsu.buffalo.edu (James J. Dibenedetto)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Donaldson's Gap into Madness is out

The fourth book in Stephen R. Donaldson's Gap series, The Gap into Madness:
Chaos and Order, is out - I picked up a copy from Barnes and Noble the oter
day...

Good read, and Donaldson is (finally!) beginning to get to the deepest
motives behind everything that's going on between humanity and the Amnion,
and within the UMC and UMCP.  The ending of this one sets up the final book
(to be titled "The Gap into Ruin: This Day All Gods Die") pretty clearly -
I won't spoil anything here, but I'd love to hear from anyone else who's
read it and see what they think...

Dr. James J. DiBenedetto
SUNY Buffalo School of Law
jjd@ubunix.buffalo.edu
jjd3@po.cwru.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 16:35:59 GMT
From: fernando@lehman.com (Fernando Teixeira)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Opinions on Stephen Donaldson's latest series

I'm trying to decide whether or not to read the latest Stephen Donaldson
series.  I can't recall the name of the series, but one of the books is
"The Real Story".  I have read the "Thomas Covenant" and "Mordant Need's"
series, and liked them both.  Any opinions would be appreciated.

Fernando Teixeira 
fernando@lehman.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 19:21:54 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Opinions on Stephen Donaldson's latest series

Fernando Teixeira <fernando@lehman.com> wrote:
>I'm trying to decide whether or not to read the latest Stephen Donaldson
>series.  I can't recall the name of the series, but one of the books is
>"The Real Story".  I have read the "Thomas Covenant" and "Mordant Need's"
>series, and liked them both.  Any opinions would be appreciated.

You'll like the Gap books - if you have a strong stomach. Donaldson, as
usual, is concerned with wounded, tortured, and evil souls. There isn't a
whole, healthy, character in these books. Everyone is either tormented and
suffering, or vicious and imaginatively sadistic.

In fact, Donaldson's device for making you sympathize with some of his
characters is to have them fall into the power of someone who is even
_more_ sadistic and twisted than they are.

Given this, I still have to say that Donaldson is an artist of the first
rank, and a fine story teller. There is a purpose to all this darkness. I,
for one, look forward to the next book in the series.

Peter Cash
cash@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 22:07:53 GMT
From: jkm2@ra.msstate.edu (Joseph K Mcallister)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Linda Evans : Slepinir

 I strongly feel that I have misspelled both the author and the title, but
I was wondering if there was a sequel planed to the above book?  It ends
with many evil things about to happen, and I want to know what happens.

Joel

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 10:09:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Linda Evans : Slepinir

jkm2@Ra.MsState.Edu (Joseph K Mcallister) writes:
>I strongly feel that I have misspelled both the author and the title, but
>I was wondering if there was a sequel planed to the

If it is named after the Odin's eight-legged steed, from Norse mythology
(the Younger Edda), it is spelled "Sleipnir."  I think I picked it up in
the bookstore because of the title, but didn't look at it for very long
because it didn't look like it had anything to do with the Sleipnir I am
familiar with.

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 17:44:03 GMT
From: jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Linda Evans : Slepinir

jkm2@Ra.MsState.Edu (Joseph K Mcallister) writes:
>I strongly feel that I have misspelled both the author and the title, but
>I was wondering if there was a sequel planed to the

If there isn't, then the author has left us in the lurch since the
storyline is certainly not wrapped up at the end of "Sleipnir."  I don't
know when the sequel is expected to be out, though.

Jim Henry <jim.henry@ftl.mese.com> writes:
>If it is named after the Odin's eight-legged steed, from Norse mythology
>(the Younger Edda), it is spelled "Sleipnir."  I think I picked it up in
>the bookstore because of the title, but didn't look at it for very long
>because it didn't look like it had anything to do with the Sleipnir I am
>familiar with.

The book is named "Sleipnir" due to the role that Odin's horse has in the
book.

Jim Lahue
Power Personal Systems, IBM
jlahue@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 18:09:35 GMT
From: Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk (Ken & Jo Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

I read _Daughter of the Empire_ as my first Feist too, and I quite enjoyed
it, though it kept reminding me how much I liked James Clavell's _Shogun_.
So when I finished it I re-read _Shogun_. Then I tried reading _Magician_.
Pah! Dull, standard quest stuff, shallow, predictable, yawn, yawn. I put it
down about a third of the way through. When _Servant of the Empire_ came
out I got it out of the library and started it. It reminded me how much I
enjoyed _Shogun_. So I took it back to the library. If you want something
Japanese with lots of plotting and counterplotting and just like _DotE_ but
with rounded characters don't bother with Wurts and Feist! By the way, my
husband likes Feist and he started to read one of Wurts' solo novels but
literally threw it against the wall in disgust. And he's such a gentle
person it *must* have been deserved! :-)

Jo

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 22:35:51 GMT
From: rdippold@qualcomm.com (Ron "Asbestos" Dippold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

andersmo@ifi.uio.no (Anders Moe) writes:
>Now I would very much like to know if this is representaive for Feist or
>if Nancy Wurts (co-writer) was/is a bad influence.  Does the book get any
>better?  I hope I am not steaming the blood of any Feist fans out there.

I read Daughter (and Servant and Mistress) after reading the Riftwar books,
so I already had much of the background set up, and it may work better that
way.  These novels are very different than Feist's solo stuff - the Empire
books are lots of political and some military maneuvering, the Feist books
are mostly adventuring.

There are several awkward places in the Empire books where I went "Yech!
That can't be Feist that wrote that!"  There's one particularly nasty scene
in Mistress, where the writer just crudely out and out tells us what a
great person the character is and that everyone in the room couldn't
believe what a saint they are.  Like bad fanfic.  Totally destroyed the
mood for me.

Anyhow, the series are quite different.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 09:32:22 GMT
From: cc697@cleveland.freenet.edu (Eric Oppen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

Another very large influence on these books was M.A.R. Barker's _Empire of
the Petal Throne_ books.  A friend of mine describes the _Riftwar_ books as
"Your D&D campaign being invaded by your Empire of the Petal Throne
campaign."  He's a big fan of Barker, but agrees with me that the man had
great ideas but couldn't write well.

Feist and Wurts basically took his ideas, filed off just enough of the
serial numbers to make them "original", and IMHO, did a better job with
them.  Better than Clavell did, as well - as an East Asian Studies major,
I'm always barking my shins on howlers in Clavell's work, such as names
that couldn't exist in Chinese or Japanese.

If I were posting from home, or my Barker-loving pal were here, I could
give a long list of parallels between Barker's Tsolyani and F+W's Tsurani
cultures, but suffice it to say that I recognized them immediately.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 19:31:25 GMT
From: simon@fehen.demon.co.uk (Simon H Le G Bisson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

cc697@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Eric Oppen) writes:
>Another very large influence on these books was M.A.R. Barker's _Empire of
>the Petal Throne_ books.  A friend of mine describes the _Riftwar_ books
>as "Your D&D campaign being invaded by your Empire of the Petal Throne
>campaign."  He's a big fan of Barker, but agrees with me that the man had
>great ideas but couldn't write well.

Err...  AFAIK that's actually what the Riftwar novels are! The "Friday
Nighters" that _Magician_ is dedicated to were the gaming group that played
the adventures that were novelised...

Now, whilst gaming fiction is a valid sub-genre, I do rather worry about
novelised campaigns - there seems to me to be a certain lack of basic
imagination - though _Magician_ did seem to work (hey, I read the rest of
the saga...). I just feel that people should rely on their own heads when
writing, not the actions of others...

Simon H Le G Bisson
simon@fehen.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 14:46:35 GMT
From: MAHLER_CH@mercer.peachnet.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Daughter of the Empire

I do not think you need to have read the Riftwar books to get the
background for the Empire series.  I read "Daughter of.." a few years ago
and thought the culture and background were fairly well set up and
explained from the novel itself (show, don't tell).  I have not read
anything else by either author, but still picked up on the Oriental
influences and the fact that her brother and father were in the Riftwar
(which I knew a very little about from the friend who recommended "Daughter
of.." to me).

The main problem I had with the book was the episodic nature in which every
major plot development happened.  My recollection is that almost none of
the major problems overlapped to any extent and that everything always
worked out with exquisite and unrealistic good timing.

MINOR SPOILERS

The very start of the book sets the tone - just as she is about to enter
the religious order, the servant shows up, and she basically doesn't worry
about this for the rest of the book. Time for the next episode.

END SPOILER

The whole book seemed to be Problem A arises, Problem A is a crisis,
Problem A is solved.  Problem B arises, is a crisis, is solved, on to
Problem C... etc..  I am sure someone will cite some counterexample, but I
was enough bothered by this to still recall it several years later and not
to have read the rest of the series.

Charles H. Mahler

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 19:54:32 GMT
From: nationsr@agcs.com (Robert J. Nations)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Feist/Wurts? 

I have been following the Feist/Wurts thread on the Empire books and
decided to put in my 2 bits.

The three Empire Books
  Daughter of the Empire - I liked this one enough to buy
                           the next ones.

  Servant of the Empire - My favorite of the three.  I liked
                          the interaction with the choja and
                          the battle sequences in this one.

  Mistress of the Empire - My least favorite of the three.
                           Very uneven story.  I liked a
                           few parts, but seemed more like
                           I want to get on to something
                           else on the part of the authors.

The Riftwar Saga.
   Magician - I got this in two parts(Magician: Apprentice and
              Magician: Master). I liked it but nothing spectacular.

   Silverthorn - To me, this trilogy improved as it went along.

   Darkness at Sethanon - My favorite in this set.  I liked the
                 twin cities part and the final sequences.

   Princes of the Blood - What a waste of money.

   The King's Buccaneer - Much improved over PotB, not as good as
                 the trilogy.  Kept my interest from most of the
                 book, but I thought the ending was a little 
                 short(brisk).

Other.
   Fairie Tale
      This I read only because of the author.  Quite a change from
      the other books by Feist.  A good read, with some decent 
      suspense.

Robert J. Nations
AG Communications Systems
2500 West Utopia Road
PO Box 52179
Phoenix, Az. 85072-2179
nationsr@agcs.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 04:23:07 GMT
From: button@illuminati.io.com (Captain Button)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

Simon H Le G Bisson (simon@fehen.demon.co.uk) wrote:
>Err...  AFAIK that's actually what the Riftwar novels are! The "Friday
>Nighters" that _Magician_ is dedicated to were the gaming group that
>played the adventures that were novelised...

  There is a mini-flamewar on this subject in the Tekumel archives at the
wings.micro.wmn.edu ftp site.  According to it, Mr. Feist denies any
connection between his and Barker's work, and is sick and tired of being
asked about it.

  The discussion mentions a number of the alledged similarities.  I can't
comment myself, not having read Mr. Feist's work.

  In addition to the various Role-playing game products, there are two
novels by M.A.R Barker about Tekumel from DAW.  _The Man of Gold_ and
_Flamesong_.

button@io.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 94 15:37:53 GMT
From: u9129359@qub.ac.uk (David Kennedy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Feist: New book

 This is going to sound extremely dumb, I just forgot the name of the book
I was going to ask about, and I can't connect to LOCIS to find it out
again.

 Anyways...the title was something "Queen ?? Serpent???"

 <shame>
 What I wanted to know was this:
 Does anyone know anything more about this (I think it's the start of a new
series) book? 
 Is it a continuation/offshoot of the Rift War/Midedemia saga?

 Personally I hope it's better than 'Prince of the Blood' though 'The Kings
Buccaneer' was quite run of the mill as well.

 Grr. The title is annoying me now..bet I remember it at 4:30 am. 

Thanks.

David Kennedy
Queens University
Belfast, Northern Ireland

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 94 19:21:09 GMT
From: jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist: New book

u9129359@qub.ac.uk (David Kennedy) writes:

>What I wanted to know was this:
>does anyone know anything more about this (I think it's the start of a new
>series) book?
> Is it a continuation/offshoot of the Rift War/Midedemia saga?

Sheesh.
I ought to save this in a flaming text file.

Ray will be releasing the first book of a new trilogy this summer.  The
series will open after a considerable time (i.e., decades) has passed in
Midkemia, and will _stay_ in Midkemia.  Ray has told us that there are no
excursions into Kelewan in the foreseeable future, as he is done teaming
with Janny.

As the book opens after a considerable time lag, there will be a slate of
new characters, with the older characters mainly sticking around for
background.  Possible exceptions are Nakor and Calin (or Calis, or whatever
Tomas' son's name is - I forget, at the moment).  To the best of my failing
memory, the title of the trilogy is the Serpentwar Saga, and the title of
the first book is something like _Shadow of a Dark Queen_.  But don't trust
my memory for the titles, go ask your bookseller.  As the first book should
be out (hardcover, alas) this summer, they should know something about it.

John S. Novak, III      
jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu
jsn@camelot.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 94 21:21:23 GMT
From: thehutch@cts.com (The Hutch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist/Wurts?

Feist's work, "Faerie Tale," was magnificent!

In the novel, he takes a California family and moves them back to the east
coast.  Nothing fantastic there, but strange things begin to happen when
they occupy the house of a known eccentric after he passes away.

These strange occurrences go unexplained for quite some time, but we begin
to get the idea that they are caused by what we would call "supernatural"
forces.  As the book head towards climax, we learn that the "Faerie Court"
occupies the estate of the old eccentric.  Kind of a "Faerie" reservation.

The book is masterfully written, and delves into man's past.  Feist gives
one plausible explanation which links all of the similar mythological
references found in the diverse cultures of Earth.  He also attempts to
explain why civilization took so long to develop amongst Homo Sapiens, and
why we no longer propogate new stories about the "Faerie" kind.

thehutch@cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 19:23:56 GMT
From: cmille1@freenet.bethany.org (Chris Miller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gaskell

Has anyone here read Jane Gaskell's uneven but often brilliant "Atlan"
series? Also, what became of Gaskell? Seems she wrote "Atlan" years ago
when young and I know of nothing written since.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 20:01:48 GMT
From: nationsr@agcs.com (Robert J. Nations)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gail Greeno?

I saw a book in a local grocery store that introduced me to this author.
Before I decide whether to buy it or not I thought I would see if anyone
had read it before me.  Any response can be sent e-mail or on the net.

The author is Gail Greeno (I think).  The book is the second book in a set.
I do not remember the full title but the set has something to do with a
creature called a ghatti.  The ghatti seem to work with people called
Seekers.

The story looks like it deals with mind control in some form.

When I saw it, it reminded me of something written by either Elizabeth
Moon, or Mercedes Lackey.

Robert J. Nations
AG Communications Systems
2500 West Utopia Road
PO Box 52179
Phoenix, Az. 85072-2179
nationsr@agcs.com

------------------------------
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Date: 4 Jun 94 11:58:26 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gail Greeno?

nationsr@agcs.com (Robert J. Nations) writes:
>I saw a book in a local grocery store that introduced me to this author.
>Before I decide whether to buy it or not I thought I would see if anyone
>had read it before me.  Any response can be sent e-mail or on the net.
>
>The author is Gail Greeno (I think).

Gayle Greeno.

>The book is the second book in a set.  I do not remember the full title
>but the set has something to do with a creature called a ghatti.  The
>ghatti seem to work with people called Seekers.

The first book is called Finders-Seekers; I forget the name of the second.

>The story looks like it deals with mind control in some form.

The ghatti are large cats that work with Seekers to find and discover
truth; there's mental links between the ghatti and its Seeker, and the
ghatti have a mental society. The first book deals with the problem of a
Gleaner, who's someone using mental powers, which aren't supposed to exist
between humans (to the point where there's an entire society of
`eumedicos', healers, that *pretend* to have these powers but as their
deepest darkest secret really don't), for despicable evil acts. The second
book turns a good deal of this on its head, and lets us get into the
country next door to the first book's.  They're readable. Not very very
good, but at least good.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 09:34:02 GMT
From: brc@minmet.uq.oz.au (bruce crawford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Joe Haldeman's Buying Time a.k.a. The long habit of living

As well as liking Iain Banks I am a fan of Joe Haldeman (more black
humour).  I have noticed a curious thing with his books though, especially
the above mentioned. Is there anyone else out there who liked Buying Time
besides me?

Bruce Crawford
brc@minmet.uq.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 13:23:38 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman's Buying Time a.k.a. The long habit of living

bruce crawford (brc@minmet.uq.oz.au) wrote:
>As well as liking Iain Banks I am a fan of Joe Haldeman (more black
>humour).  I have noticed a curious thing with his books though, especially
>the above mentioned. Is there anyone else out there who liked Buying Time
>besides me?

   Yes, me.  I also enjoyed *The Hemingway Hoax* and *Mindbridge*.  On the
other hand, while I liked *The Forever War*, I didn't find it as wonderful
as most people do, and I found *All My Sins Remembered* so nasty that it
put me off Haldeman for years.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 13:47:02 GMT
From: marcysfc@aol.com (MarcySFC)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman's Buying Time

I liked BUYING TIME very much, although I thought the ending was weak.  The
concept was fascinating!  

Marcy Morelli

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 16:57:28 GMT
From: Urban_Fredriksson@icl.se (Urban Fredriksson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman's Buying Time a.k.a. The long habit of living

brc@minmet.uq.oz.au (bruce crawford) writes:
> Is there anyone else out there who liked Buying Time besides me?

I did, but mine is called _The Long Habit of Living_. I've got all his
books and think they all are good or very good, with the exception of _Tool
of the Trade_.

Urban Fredriksson
urf@icl.se

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 03:55:30 GMT
From: dasher@netcom.com (Anton Sherwood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman's Buying Time a.k.a. The long habit of living

Arthur Hlavaty <hlavaty@panix.com> wrote:
>bruce crawford (brc@minmet.uq.oz.au) wrote:
>>Is there anyone else out there who liked Buying Time besides me?
>
>Yes, me.  [...]

I happened to be on GEnie when Joe H. told about its retitlings, so the
title stuck in my mind; and "The Long Habit of Living" jumped out at me in
a Nottingham flea market, so I bought it.  I'm glad I did!  As I told the
Extropians, it has everything: longevity, asteroid anarchy, and three
copies of Eric.  (inside joke)

>On the other hand, [...] I found *All My Sins Remembered* so nasty that it
>put me off Haldeman for years.

Nasty?  Bleak, certainly...

Anton Sherwood
DASher@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 94 23:10:01 GMT
From: temujin@u.washington.edu (John Carrico)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Edmond Hamilton?

I've just finished re-reading E. Hamilton's "Starwolf", c. 1968.  Great
straight-forward action; I really enjoyed it. I've been looking, but I
haven't been able to find anything else by him. Does anyone know anything
more about him?

Thanks in advance.

John

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 14:37:51 GMT
From: wattevans@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edmond Hamilton?

John Carrico <temujin@u.washington.edu> writes:
>I've just finished re-reading E. Hamilton's "Starwolf", c. 1968.  Great
>straight-forward action; I really enjoyed it. I've been looking, but I
>haven't been able to find anything else by him. Does anyone know anything
>more about him?
 
I don't know if it'll help you any, but...
 
Edmond Hamilton was one of the top pulp-magazine writers, starting in the
1920s; he wrote hundreds of stories for the pulps, from shorts to
full-length novels, and specialized in large-scale gosh-wow stuff that got
him the nickname "Worldwrecker" Hamilton.  In the late 1930s he landed the
closest thing there was to steady job in science fiction when he became the
regular writer of CAPTAIN FUTURE.
 
He didn't make the transition from the pulp whiz-bang stuff to the more
thoughtful, more modern SF well.  When John Campbell revolutionized the
field with his editing of ASTOUNDING, Hamilton was busy with Captain Future
and didn't really realize what was happening.
 
The result was that when the pulps died, around 1955, Hamilton was pretty
much shoved out of the field.
 
He COULD write good, serious stuff - his story "Whats It Like Out There?"
proves that but, it wasn't what he was known for.
 
Fortunately, in the 1960s there was a resurgence of interest in the pulps,
and Hamilton was able to get a bunch of stuff into print, including
STARWOLF and sequels.
 
He died in the early 1970s; don't remember the exact year.
 
He was married to another of the great pulp writers, Leigh Brackett, and
her stuff seems to have survived better.  She was one of the writers Ray
Bradbury greatly admired, which may have helped.  She also scripted "The
Empire Strikes Back."
 
There was a collection of Hamilton's best work under the obvious title, THE
BEST OF EDMOND HAMILTON, published by Del Rey years ago.  It had a book
club edition as well.  Worth finding; haunt used book stores.
 
And I hope this isn't all in a FAQ somewhere; I'd feel stupid.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 20:14:04 GMT
From: button@illuminati.io.com (Captain Button)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edmond Hamilton?

John Carrico (temujin@u.washington.edu) wrote:
>I've just finished re-reading E. Hamilton's "Starwolf", c. 1968.  Great
>straight-forward action; I really enjoyed it. I've been looking, but I
>haven't been able to find anything else by him. Does anyone know anything
>more about him?

  _THe Man Who Awoke_.  reprinted 10 years or so ago.  Originally a series
of short stories from way back (pre WWII, I think).

  A 20th century banker discovers suspended animation and uses it to tour
the future.  Ahead of his time themes EH includes are environmentalism and
virtual reality.

button@io.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 21:24:58 GMT
From: lpelerin@gmu.edu ("Louis James")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Hogan

  I noticed the thread picking up on James P. Hogan's Giants novels with
some interest, as he is one of my favorites...

  My personal opinion (which I have shared with him) is that the publisher
did a LOUSY job promoting Entoverse. Maybe they were confused because he
had written some non-SF, and they weren't quite sure what to expect... but
the Giant novels were successful, and I think they could at least have made
some kind of effort to promote ENT. I mean, I'm a fan, and I was checking
"forthcoming books" and didn't even know it had been written until I saw
the thing on an Ingram microfiche. The only reason the store I was working
at got a copy was because I ordered it (this was while it was still in
hard-cover).
  I thought the book itself was good, but a little bit of a let down after
the powerfully charged and politically controversial Mirror Maze... If you
havn't read any of Hogan's excellent non-SF, ENT shouldn't disappoint.
  I'm more upset about the publisher's treatment of his last book
"Multiplex Man."  This was a first-class yarn; kept me guessing right up to
the end.  And the same thing happened... I was looking for it, and didn't
see it until it was on the shelves. The book was even in the running for an
award, but the publisher dragged its feet, and *STILL* hasn't gotten the
paperback out (it's been two years now... >-( ), making it hard for enough
people to get a copy...
  Do any of you out there, who seem so knowledgeable about SF-stuff, know
what gives? Why would a publisher do this to "The Inheritor of the Stars"
who has shown he has what it takes to get on the best-seller list?

Louis James

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 22:11:10 GMT
From: atc@cs.utexas.edu (Alvin T. Campbell III)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hogan

I agree that _The Multiplex Man_ was not well promoted, but I have a
correction about its publication history. The paperback edition came out
several months ago. I saw it on sale in December at a Science Fiction
bookstore in the Los Angeles area (Dangerous Visions in Sherman Oaks, to be
precise).

Hogan fans might also want to check out his recent novella _Out of Time_,
which was issued in paperback around Christmas time.

A. T. Campbell, III
Applied Research Labs
University of Texas at Austin

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 23:20:52 GMT
From: louiss@PROBLEM_WITH_INEWS_GATEWAY_FILE (Louis Sivo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hogan

Alvin T. Campbell III (atc@cs.utexas.edu) wrote:
>I agree that _The Multiplex Man_ was not well promoted, but I have a
>correction about its publication history. The paperback edition came out
>several months ago. I saw it on sale in December at a Science Fiction
>bookstore in the Los Angeles area (Dangerous Visions in Sherman Oaks, to
>be precise).

IT DID!!! Darn, I gotta run to the bookstore and get it. (Or at least order
it.)

Yeah, what gives. (Back to the original question.) Mr. Hogan is one of my
favorite authors also, but it is hard to find his works on the shelves.
Did he tick off "the powers that control the publishing industry" with his
libertarian storylines...? :-)

>Hogan fans might also want to check out his recent novella _Out of Time_,
>which was issued in paperback around Christmas time.

Read it. Interestng idea. Not really my favorite, but fun never-the-less.

Louis Sivo
Hewlett-Packard Company                   
USFO Direct Marketing Information Systems 
louiss@nafohq.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 03:15:09 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hogan

lpelerin@GMU.EDU ("Louis James") writes:
>My personal opinion (which I have shared with him) is that the publisher
>did a LOUSY job promoting Entoverse. Maybe they were confused because he
>had written some non-SF, and they weren't quite sure what to expect... but
>the Giant novels were successful, and I think they could at least have
>made some kind of effort to promote ENT....[stuff deleted]
>
>  I'm more upset about the publisher's treatment of his last book
>"Multiplex Man."  This was a first-class yarn; kept me guessing right up
>to the end.  And the same thing happened...

Those two books were published by two different publishers - Del Rey for
ENTOVERSE, and Bantam for MULTIPLEX MAN.

As for promotion of the book and falling down on the job, we would love to
do a lot more to promote _all_ our books.  But we have limited resources -
not just money but time, too, and can't do all we wish for every book.  As
usual, we placed print ads in sf publications, presented the book to book
buyers for the various stores, and included it on our order form.  There
was no confusion over the type of book involved, just a regrettable (but
business-as-usual) shortage of resources.  (But you have to admit the
paperback cover was great!)

The problem of lack of promotion is one thing I started the DRIN to
ameliorate.  So maybe we'll do better with Hogan's next hardcover, a sequel
to CODE OF THE LIFEMAKER.  It'll be out this winter.

Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
201 East 50th Street
NY NY 10022 USA
ekh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 00:36:32 GMT
From: 71443.1447@compuserve.com (David E Romm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hogan

walagerw@cs.vu.nl (Lagerweij WA) wrote:
>PS I agree about his non-SF books, very good indeed, and they contain
>sociological/political speculation that should appeal to SF readers.

Disagree rather strongly.  Much as I like Hogan, his political novels
failed miserably for me.  I use them as bad examples: There's one book (the
name of which mercifully escapes me) which was written circa 1988 which
takes place in 2000, where the hero of the book is the Soviet Union's Star
Wars system.  I mean, how quickly can a book get dated?  Then there's
Endgame Enigma, another book written in the same period about a similar
near-future, which is all about the Soviet Union's space station posing a
potential threat to the US's space-based missle defense system.  Without
rehashing the political arguments about SDI, it was always a stupid idea
and died a quick, if expensive, death.  A real sf writer should have known
that it would.

Ellen Key Harris wrote:  
>The problem of lack of promotion is one thing I started the DRIN to
>ameliorate.  So maybe we'll do better with Hogan's next hardcover, a
>sequel to CODE OF THE LIFEMAKER.  It'll be out this winter.

Oh well.  I didn't like that one either.  Clever idea, though bludgeoned to
death.

Time to reread the Giant's Star series...

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 04:21:58 GMT
From: marcy@sqwest.wimsey.bc.ca (Marcy Thompson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hogan

ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris) wrote:
[about the cover of _Entoverse_]

>(But you have to admit the paperback cover was great!)

No I don't. In fact, if I hadn't gone right to the store on purpose to buy
the book, and if I weren't such a big James Hogan fan, the cover would have
kept me from buying it. It was hard enough as it was to pick it up off the
shelf and purchase it when I wanted it very badly. I would never have
gotten so far as to pick it up to look at it if it had been sitting on the
shelf with me knowing nothing about it, and had someone said, "O, that
one's retty good", I would have resisted and said "Uh, I don't think so".

Normally I don't remember covers at all, but this sticks in my mind after
all this time. Go figure; there's probably a zillion people out there who
loved it, but I'm afraid I wasn't one of them.

Marcy Thompson
Manager, Education and Training	
SoftQuad Inc.
marcy@sqwest.wimsey.bc.ca 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 94 01:28:29 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hogan

David E Romm (71443.1447@compuserve.com) wrote:
>Disagree rather strongly.  Much as I like Hogan, his political novels
>failed miserably for me.

Hm, I've noticed that for a political novel to work it has to be a) well
written and b) not too far from the reader's preferences. E.g., I don't
think I would enjoy Nero Wolf books (especially the more political ones) if
Rex Stout's political views had been a few notches closer to the surface.
Likewise, you may not be the best judge of Hogan's political novels.

>Then there's Endgame Enigma, another book written in the same period about
>a similar near-future, which is all about the Soviet Union's space station
>posing a potential threat to the US's space-based missle defense system.
>Without rehashing the political arguments about SDI, it was always a
>stupid idea and died a quick, if expensive, death.  A real sf writer
>should have known that it would.

Ahem, first, a number of science fiction writers supported the idea at the
time (aside from the question of its stupidity). Second, Hogan was a
systems-design engineer before he turned pro and I suspect he knew a few
things the project he was writing about. Third, the decision to kill SDI
was made after the collapse of the USSR which was far from obvious in 1987.
Finally, who said that a stupid idea is liable to die a quick death?

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Huff & Kerr & Kube-McDowell (4 msgs) &
                      Kurtz (3 msgs) & McCrumb (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 23:24:36 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Tanya Huff:Blood Pact

Tanya Huff: Blood Pact

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

Well, it looks like Tanya Huff solved the problem with her Vicki Nelson
series: How long could she plausibly keep introducing a new horror-movie
monster with every book?  This book has an ending that strikes me as final,
or at the very least signaling a radical change in how future books would
go.

The creature feature of this book seems to be zombies but, despite the
title, they are in no way supernatural.  Rather, they are the products of a
scientific experiment in life after death - a secret, unauthorized one,
taking place at a Toronto University.

Background: Vicki Nelson is an ex-cop, forced to leave the force because of
progressively deteriorating vision.  She formed a P.I. agency, along with a
vampire and romance writer named Henry Fitzroy.  Her former police partner
(and still cop) Mike Celluci is also often involved, and the three of them
form a delightful lovers' triangle.

Vicki gets involved when her mother dies, and the scientist in charge of
the research spirits away the body, which is in prime condition for their
purposes.  But the deceit is discovered at the funeral, and the three of
them start hunting down the body.  Meanwhile, the experimental subjects are
indeed improving...and they occasionally get free...

The lovers' triangle, which has been building for the past three books,
comes to a head, several times in fact, in this book.  (The final
resolution is a bit surprising, mind you...)  That, and Vicki's grief over
her mother, show that Huff's ability to handle depth of character is still
improving.  Whatever she may turn her hand to next, her improvement over
this series will no doubt make it well worth reading.

Author:     Huff, Tanya
Title:      Blood Pact
Publisher:  Daw Books
City:       New York
Date:       November 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-88677-582-5
Pages:      332 pp.
Series:     Victory Nelson, Investigator
Volume:     Book 4
Comments:   Paperback, USD4.99, CAD5.99

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 02:10:41 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What do you think of...

jhourigan@hoasys.isd1.tafensw.edu.au writes:
>You are not alone, I also enjoyed the Deverry series. It's been a long
>while since I last read them, but I think one of the things that kept me
>reading was that the main characters didn't get out of it all without a
>scratch. The ending made a nice change too. I get a bit tired of "and they
>all lived happily ever after" as an ending. What did you especially like
>about it?

It is fascinating that you think there is an ending, since the last
book ended on a cliff-hanger.  That is better than third book, which
ended with _two_ cliff-hangers.  There are so far seven Deverry books:

Daggerspell
Darkspell
The Bristling Wood
The Dragon Revenant
A Time of Exile
A Time of Omens
Days of Blood and Fire.

Another one, I believe Days of Ice and Iron, is forthcoming, and I think
at least one more is contracted for.

The ones in the middle have just slightly to much angst in them for
me; the early ones and the last few have been excellent, though.
Read these!  One of the great points of these books is how well
developed her societies are: for example, Deverry is a feudal society, 
and there are constant battles at all levels.  Most of the combatants 
though, know less about strategy and tactics than Gilbert and
Sullivan's "model of modern major general".  This is historically
accurate;  see accounts of the 100 Years War for an example of what 
warfare was like. Also one gets a good sense of the struggle of 
daily existence for everybody.  Plot, characterization and style are 
all good, and her magic system is novel and nice, but it is the 
depiction of the various peoples that is Kerr's special strong point.

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 01:40:04 GMT
From: jmrobert@quads.uchicago.edu (Jason M. Robertson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Michael P. Kube-McDowell "Emprise"

I was wondering if anyone could tell me what ever happened to the books
that were supposed to follow _Emprise_?  I have found it in used book
stores on numerous occasions, but never have I seen any of the others.  Did
they die an ignominious death?

Jason M. Robertson
jmrobert@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 06:22:16 GMT
From: ca572@cleveland.freenet.edu (Mark L. Stackpole)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael P. Kube-McDowell "Emprise"

   The remaining two novels of "The Trigon Disunity" were published.
"Enigma" and "Empery" both came out in the late '80s. Why they are not in
your local used book stores is a stumper.

Mark Stackpole

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 23:14:47 GMT
From: dbkirby@cpcug.digex.net (David Kirby)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael P. Kube-McDowell "Emprise"

   Both _Enigma_ and _Empery_ were published, the latter copyright 1987. I
just re-read the series earlier this year. Although they weren't quite as
good as I remembered them, they were a very impressive "first novel." And,
for some reason, the comparisons of these books to Clarke's work struck
home more strongly this time around than they did when I read them before.

David

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 21:44:51 GMT
From: gmcdonald@zdi.ziff.com (glenn mcdonald)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael P. Kube-McDowell "Emprise"

The whole trilogy did come out, but all three volumes are now out of print.
Kube-McDowell reported on CompuServe a while back that the right to the
series were due to revert to him, but I haven't heard news of any reissues.
His excellent unrelated novel _Exile_ should still be available, though,
and is well worth reading.  Ignore the Star-Trek-looking cover...

Glenn

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 17:54:47 GMT
From: jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Info on Kurtz collaborations...

Troyce <Troyce@bio.tamu.edu> writes:
>Yes, besides another Adept book, they will collaborate on a sequel to
>LAMMAS NIGHT, which is unfortunate in my view point.  I think Harris is
>not nearly as good as a writer as Kurtz is.  Witness the overuse of the
>very bad phrase "Peregrin had the good grace to blush" in the second book
>(ack!).  I'm afraid the Lammas sequel will be quite different in tone from
>the original.  Personally, I wish Katherine would write it by herself and
>stop sharecropping.  I don't want to read a book by DT Harris, I want to
>read a book by Katherine Kurtz.

I haven't read Lammas Night so I can't comment on it.  The question comes
up, though, on how much of the Adept series was written by Kurtz and how
much of it is Harris?  (I haven't read any of Harris' solo works so I don't
know what her style is, in general).  The Adept series has been pretty good
up to this point so I hope that they continue in whatever mode they are
working in.

Jim Lahue
Power Personal Systems, IBM
jlahue@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 03:24:32 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Info on Kurtz collaborations...

jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue) wrote:
> I haven't read Lammas Night so I can't comment on it.  The question comes
> up, though, on how much of the Adept series was written by Kurtz and how
> much of it is Harris?  (I haven't read any of Harris' solo works so I
> don't know what her style is, in general).  The Adept series has been
> pretty good up to this point so I hope that they continue in whatever
> mode they are working in.

I asked Katherine about this during a conference on Genie.  She replied
that she writes a detailed outline, then Harris writes the book, followed
by editing by Katherine.  So the actual writing style (which I don't like)
is Harris', while the story (which I like on the whole) is Kurtz's.
Another reason why I don't like collaborations and sharecropping.  When I
buy a book by an author, I want that author to have written all of it.
Writing style is important as is storyline.

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 19:45:52 GMT
From: simon@fehen.demon.co.uk (Simon H Le G Bisson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Info on Kurtz collaborations...

jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue) writes:
>I haven't read Lammas Night so I can't comment on it.  The question comes
>up, though, on how much of the Adept series was written by Kurtz and how
>much of it is Harris?  (I haven't read any of Harris' solo works so I
>don't know what her style is, in general).  The Adept series has been
>pretty good up to this point so I hope that they continue in whatever mode
>they are working in.

The Adept series worries me. I enjoyed the books, but the research was
terrible! All the map reading they must have done - they obviously had
never been to the UK before writing anything... Just plugged places into a
PC copy of Autoroute and turned the result of the route planning software
into a description of a journey. Shoddy work which spoils what could have
been excellent novels.

The lack of feel of place from Kurtz is said, especially as I can see the
*real* Welsh places that appear throught the Deryni novels (she must love
Tintern!)

Simon H Le G Bisson
simon@fehen.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 16:20:31 GMT
From: goodin@fraser.sfu.ca (Charles Frederick Goodin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

young@epas.utoronto.ca (Abigail Ann Young) writes:
>Zombies is a novel about scifi writers and fans rather than scifi itself.
>It is a mystery by Sharyn McCrumb (I always swore not to read books by
>people who couldn't spell their own given names (too many Debbi's with
>little hearts over the i instead of dots, I guess), but her stuff is
>pretty good). I have two questions:
>
>1. Has anyone else read it?

Yes.  It's great.  I just wish I could find a copy of "Bimbos of the Death
Sun".

>2. If so, is the group of budding scifi writers/fen living on a farm in
>Tennessee and writing fanzines and going to the early cons based on any
>real people that I ought to recognise as authors of the 50s/60s?  It all
>just seemed as if I ought to recognise some of the situations or people.

Ummm...I don't know.

Chuk Goodin
Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, BC
goodin@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 18:18:00 GMT
From: r.furr@genie.geis.com (Rob Furr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

Abigail Ann Young, young@epas.utoronto.ca writes:
>2. If so, is the group of budding scifi writers/fen living on a farm in
>Tennessee and writing fanzines and going to the early cons based on any
>real people that I ought to recognise as authors of the 50s/60s?  It all
>just seemed as if I ought to recognise some of the situations or people.

Not specifically, as far as I know. The Lanthanides, I believe, are
supposed to remind the reader, vaguely, of the Futurians, of
Asmiov-Pohl-etc. fame.

One further point:

At one place in the book, one of the characters mentions something along
the lines of "We were sitting around, reading, talking about how Poul
Anderson's latest book, _Brain Wave_, wasn't as good as other stuff of
his..."

Now: does anybody else catch the key problem in that quote?

Rob F.

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 21:22:05 GMT
From: weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu (Matthew P Wiener)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

Rob Furr <r.furr@genie writes:
>Not specifically, as far as I know. The Lanthanides, I believe, are
>supposed to remind the reader, vaguely, of the Futurians, of
>Asmiov-Pohl-etc. fame.

The senile master is *obviously* a mean spirited take on Asimov, right down
to the sideburns and monthly science columns.

>At one place in the book, one of the characters mentions something along
>the lines of "We were sitting around, reading, talking about how Poul
>Anderson's latest book, _Brain Wave_, wasn't as good as other stuff of
>his..."
>
>Now: does anybody else catch the key problem in that quote?

Time warp or time reversal?  I believe that BW was his first novel, and I'm
pretty sure it came out in the late sixties.

Matthew P Wiener
weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 01:02:25 GMT
From: hollyk@csn.org (Holly Koelling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

I also enjoyed it immensely.  _Bimbos of the Death Sun_ is available
through interlibrary loan at your local public library if you can't find it
anywhere.  I also enjoyed it but it had a contemporary setting rather than
the historical ambiance of _Zombies_.  You may find her books in mystery
sections of book stores.  When I bought _Bimbos_ at the Tattered Cover it
was in SF but when I went back later they had moved it to mystery.  Good
luck.

Diana Tixier Herald

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 16:46:51 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

   If you ask me, the book is a piece of sh*t.

   1) It is unbelievably sloppy.  The Long Arm of Coincidence repeatedly
drags its knuckles on the ground, as when a colleague of the protagonists'
is revealed as the apparent author of a classic book.  The pharmaceutical
murder contains half a dozen errors obvious to anyone familiar with the
drugs in question.  The *Brain Wave* bit is just another example.

   2) It is mean-spirited.  This is not a matter that can be objectively
settled, but the "satirical" treatment of fans in this book and its
predecessor strikes me as heavy-handedly nasty, rather than witty.

   3) It does not make sense in its own terms.  We are told repeatedly that
the writers' group, being fans, remained nonentities all their lives, yet
million-dollar offers are being made for their lost writings.

   4) The author takes herself too seriously.  She got some negative
reviews (about as nasty as this one) in the fan press, but nothing even
vaguely resembling a threat, and began referring to herself as "sf's Salman
Rushdie."

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 17:12:26 GMT
From: ahrvid@linnea-grind.stacken.kth.se (Ahrvid Engholm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty) writes:
>   If you ask me, the book is a piece of sh*t.

I found Zombies enjoyable. It was not Great Literature, but if you want a
bit of light-hearted entertainment it was OK. The plot was much better in
Bimbos, though.

>   1) It is unbelievably sloppy.  The Long Arm of Coincidence repeatedly
>drags its knuckles on the ground, as when a colleague of the protagonists'
>is revealed as the apparent author of a classic book.  The pharmaceutical
>murder contains half a dozen errors obvious to anyone familiar with the
>drugs in question.  The *Brain Wave* bit is just another example.

I didn't notice anything out of the ordinary. The book is basically a
mystery, and in my opinion the Long Arm of Coincidence is present in all
mysteries.

>   2) It is mean-spirited.  This is not a matter that can be objectively
>settled, but the "satirical" treatment of fans in this book and its
>predecessor strikes me as heavy-handedly nasty, rather than witty.

I didn't object to the treatment of fans in this book.

  It is pretty obvious that the description of fandom is exaggerated. I
think we could stand people making fun of us. We still know that fans
really are slans...

>   3) It does not make sense in its own terms.  We are told repeatedly
>that the writers' group, being fans, remained nonentities all their lives,
>yet million-dollar offers are being made for their lost writings.

If I remembr it correctly, the reason for this is that one of them had
media connections and pumped up a great media hype around the manuscript.
This I can believe. Media will fall for anything, no matter how stupid.
And publishers aren't stupid. A manuscript that everyone has heard of will
*sell*, no matter how bad it is.

>   4) The author takes herself too seriously.  She got some negative
>reviews (about as nasty as this one) in the fan press, but nothing even
>vaguely resembling a threat, and began referring to herself as "sf's
>Salman Rushdie."

I haven't heard of that. Where and in what context did she say that? (And
was it serious?)

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 17:49:24 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

Zombies is the followup to Bimbos of the Death Sun, a murder mystery at an
SF con - it was funny for the things it got right and wrong about fans -
worth a look but not worth re-reading IMHO.

------------------------------
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Date: 2 Jun 94 13:10:57 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

Ahrvid Engholm (ahrvid@linnea-grind.stacken.kth.se) wrote:
>I didn't notice anything out of the ordinary. The book is basically a
>mystery, and in my opinion the Long Arm of Coincidence is present in all
>mysteries.

   Yes, but there are degrees.  The inadvertent book transfer just as they
are discussing another book which the first contains a clue to jammed my
willing-suspension-of-disbelief mechanism.

>It is pretty obvious that the description of fandom is exaggerated. I
>think we could stand people making fun of us. We still know that fans
>really are slans...

   Again, it's a matter of degree.  I can stand people making fun of me if
they're good at it.

>>   4) The author takes herself too seriously.  She got some negative
>>reviews (about as nasty as this one) in the fan press, but nothing even
>>vaguely resembling a threat, and began referring to herself as "sf's
>>Salman Rushdie."
>
>I haven't heard of that. Where and in what context did she say that? (And
>was it serious?)

   It's quoted approvingly in one of Kristine Kathryn Rusch's F&SF
editorials.  And it's dumb whether she was being serious or not.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 21:26:45 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

I ran across and read "Bimbos of the Death Sun" at our local library.
While it did have a few amusing parts, taken as a whole I felt the book
was, as another poster wrote, "mean spirited" in a fairly petty way.  The
part of the book I _liked_ was the low puns - the author being "Jay Omega",
for example.  This sort of pun (Jay Omega == jw, an Electrical Engineer,
get it?) is the *high point* of the entire book, though!  All IMO, of
course. 

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 22:11:03 GMT
From: tamra@bombay.com (Tamra Heathershaw (contractor))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

Her other book about sci-fi writers is "Bimbo's of the Death Sun" -- you'll
understand some of the jokes and such in "Gene Pool" a lot better if you
read "Bimbo's" first, since the events in "Bimbo's" come before the events
in "Gene Pool". I found both books to be very funny, full of characters
that I think I recognize, and with fairly sympathetic main characters.
Anyone who's ever attended (or thought about attending) a sci fi or trekkie
convention should get a kick out of both books.

Tamra Heathershaw-Hart
tamra@gain.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 22:50:24 GMT
From: frey921@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Ruth Frey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

   Just thought I'd add my opinion . . . I read _Bimbos of the Death Sun_,
and was a little taken aback by the unending number of slams at the SF
community in general (not just the really annoying types that *do* exist
out there).  A while later, I picked _Zombies_ up at a used book store, but
could only get through about five pages' worth till the overall nastiness
of thing turned me off.  I resold the book to the used bookstore without
ever reading it, and it's a decision I don't regret.
   Just as a note, I keep meaning to pick up one of McCrumb's non-SF-fandom
mysteries to see how she handles the writing there, so I'm hardly
boycotting the woman as an author.  The only thing I'd say is, McCrumb
doesn't seem to understand the difference between satire and bile ... and I
personally don't enjoy reading bile.

Ruth

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 00:49:01 GMT
From: scottl8724@aol.com (ScottL8724)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

I also enjoyed both books; on balance I thought Bimbos was better.  McCrumb
seems to like to write about enthusiasts; her mysteries have featured
Scottophiles, and Civil War re-creation buffs.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 14:27:20 GMT
From: jeff.allender@his.com (Jeff Allender)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Zombies of the Gene Pool

Ruth Frey intelligently and sensitively wrote about "Zombies of the Gene
Pool":
> The only thing I'd say is, McCrumb doesn't seem to understand the
> difference between satire and bile ... and I personally don't enjoy
> reading bile.

I wouldn't go quite that far, but it was laid on awfully thick.  I thought
the slams in _Bimbos_ were annoying, but I was also distracted into trying
to identify the local/regional references and to pinpoint the exact hotel
where the con was held.  Still I wanted to help the characters with their
defamation lawsuit against their creator ...

What surprised me more was that _Bimbos_ won the Edgar Award for best new
mystery in the year it was published.  Which makes me think there were
people who were truly delighted by the negative characterizations of
fandom, since that's certainly the most memorable aspect of the book. I
wouldn't call it a literary tour de force, so what else would have stood
out to make the book "unique"?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 20:46:55 GMT
From: jdnicoll@engrg.uwo.ca (James Nicoll + Jasmine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

Ruth Frey <frey921@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu> wrote:
>Just as a note, I keep meaning to pick up one of McCrumb's non-SF-fandom
>mysteries to see how she handles the writing there, so I'm hardly
>boycotting the woman as an author.

   A word of warning: I've read a number of her mysteries and I have always
been able to figure out whodunit, sometimes *before* the murder took place.
One book I remember was about a bunch of post-Vietnam American Boomers
getting back together for a high school reunion.

SPOILER

   Everyone in the cast pretty much knew each other in the 1960s and had a
clear part to play in the plot, except this one kid, who kept popping up
for no apparent reason. Gee, I wonder who the killer is?

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 94 03:16:48 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

jeff.allender@his.com (Jeff Allender) writes:
>What surprised me more was that _Bimbos_ won the Edgar Award for best new
>mystery in the year it was published.  Which makes me think there were
>people who were truly delighted by the negative characterizations of
>fandom, since that's certainly the most memorable aspect of the book. I
>wouldn't call it a literary tour de force, so what else would have stood
>out to make the book "unique"?

  The actual category in which "McCrumb" won was something considerably
more constrained; something along the lines of "Best New Mystery Printed As
A Paperback Without Having Been A Hardbound Or A Serial First."
 Formal name for this category was "Best Original Paperback Mystery."
 Since only a few books were even actually *eligible* in that category, it
becomes somewhat less impressive, and a bit more reflective of TSR's
involvement in the nomination and voting processes.
 
Note also that the actual length of "BIMBOS OF THE DEATH SUN" is masked by
type size, layout, addition of pictures, and eight pages of TSR ads at the
end of the book...  Despite the size of the book, it's only about 65,000
words.  But it *cost* FOUR BUCKS, in 1988.  Purchasers paid heavily for the
embossed cover, TSR logo, and ads and, of course, all that Quality Editing
that was the Hallmark of TSR products.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 94 22:13:14 GMT
From: alien@acheron.wanganui.gen.nz (Ross Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  Zombies of the Gene Pool

frey921@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Ruth Frey) writes:
>I read _Bimbos of the Death Sun_, and was a little taken aback by the
>unending number of slams at the SF community in general (not just the
>really annoying types that *do* exist out there).  A while later, I picked
>_Zombies_ up at a used book store, but could only get through about five
>pages' worth till the overall nastiness of thing turned me off.  I resold
>the book to the used bookstore without ever reading it, and it's a
>decision I don't regret.
>
>Just as a note, I keep meaning to pick up one of McCrumb's non-SF-fandom
>mysteries to see how she handles the writing there, so I'm hardly
>boycotting the woman as an author.  The only thing I'd say is, McCrumb
>doesn't seem to understand the difference between satire and bile ...
>and I personally don't enjoy reading bile.

Did we read the same book? I haven't seen _Zombies_ (but plan to snap it up
as soon as I do), but I like _Bimbos_ a lot. I've been to quite a few cons,
and even helped to run a couple, and I thought her depiction of fandom and
cons (as Spider Robinson pointed out, "condom" doesn't sound quite right
somehow) was bang on, and very funny. It seems obvious to me that Sharyn
McCrumb was familiar with SF fans and liked them; I didn't see any sign of
"bile", or even very much satire (except Mr. Dungannon).  It all seemed
pretty good-natured to me. "Unending number of slams at the SF community in
general"? Where?

Ross Smith
Wanganui, New Zealand
alien@acheron.wanganui.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 08:51:13 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  Zombies of the Gene Pool

Ross Smith <alien@acheron.wanganui.gen.nz> wrote:
>It seems obvious to me that Sharyn McCrumb was familiar with SF fans and
>liked them; I didn't see any sign of "bile", or even very much satire
>(except Mr Dungannon).  It all seemed pretty good-natured to me. "Unending
>number of slams at the SF community in general"? Where?

   Well, one bit that stuck in my mind from _Bimbos_ was the overweight
female fan who seduced a computer science type and intended to trap him
into marriage, solely in order to secure an income. As I recall, McCrumb
described her as lying in bed with him afterwards day-dreaming about a
boxed-set complete "Star Trek" video collection. That struck me as pretty
mean-spirited. (Side note: I found it rather annoying how all the
unsympathetic characters were described as physically unattractive;
conversely, Jay Omega is saved from geekiness by being cute.)

   There was other stuff, too; I really strongly disagree that McCrumb
liked the SF community. I don't recall any other specifics, and am not
going to reread a bad book to find them.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu
goldfarb@UCBOCF.BITNET   
goldfarb@soda.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 20:03:23 GMT
From: frey921@raven.csrv.uidaho.edu (Ruth Frey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

Ross Smith (alien@acheron.wanganui.gen.nz) wrote:
> Did we read the same book? I haven't seen _Zombies_ (but plan to snap it
> up as soon as I do), but I like _Bimbos_ a lot. I've been to quite a few
> cons, and even helped to run a couple, and I thought her depiction of
> fandom and cons (as Spider Robinson pointed out, "condom" doesn't sound
> quite right somehow) was bang on, and very funny. It seems obvious to me
> that Sharyn McCrumb was familiar with SF fans and liked them; I didn't
> see any sign of "bile", or even very much satire (except Mr. Dungannon).
> It all seemed pretty good-natured to me. "Unending number of slams at the
> SF community in general"? Where?

   Jeez, 'fraid I'm stuck with no way to give you specifics, since my copy
of the book is many miles away at my parents' house.  But the book is
loaded with stuff about how geeky fans are, how useless their lives and
amusements are, and generally comes off giving the impression that almost
*anyone* who admits to liking SF, or goes to a con, or writes series
fiction, sings filk, etc., is a loser.  Now, there *are* people like that
out there (I'm not especially starry-eyed about fandom in general), but I
think McCrumb's presentation of all that is decidedly skewed.  Sure, I've
met the space cadets, but I've met a far larger number of people in the SF
community who are thoughtful, smart, funny, talented, and often
surprisingly down-to-earth (so to speak).  In _Bimbos_, about the only
people who are depicted as being worth much of anything at all (as I
remember) are the main characters (who are clearly designated as exceptions
to the usual fannish type) and a Scottish folk musician (who rather
disdainfully introduces a group of loser-type fans to traditional Scottish
bagpipe tunes at one point).  (That latter struck me as being especially
unfair, as I've found a strong overlap between SF fans and folk fans.
Heck, *I* love traditional folk music!!).
   Um.  That's a pretty thick paragraph there.  But it sums up the
impression I had of the book, which was clearly quite different than the
one you got. (Shrug) People *do* get different impressions of things; we're
all individuals, with our own tastes and perceptions.  That's what makes
life interesting.  So, I'm not trying to attack your opinions or anything
(it's so hard to get that across in print like this, I usually like to say
so, for good measure).  The one thing I would strongly disagree with you on
was your comment that McCrumb likes SF fans; my impression was one of
actual distaste on her part (as detailed above).  But we could argue that
till the cows come home; the only way to be sure would be to ask McCrumb
herself.

Ruth

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 09:03:26 GMT
From: tcsmhz@aie.lreg.co.uk (Melanie Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Katherine Neville

Yes, "The Eight" was an excellent book. Unlike so many 'epic' books, by
which I mean those spanning long periods of time, with a great many
characters and interweaved plots, this one never dropped the ball. Neville
always seemed to know exactly where she was going with it. A refreshing
change. :)

I've read another book of hers, whose title escapes me, which was about two
people attempting to bring off a large computer fraud. It was good, but not
quite as good as "The Eight" - possibly because I was expecting something
as complex and intriguing as that book.

Melanie

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 00:47:22 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Marge Piercy

Stop jumping and biting...HE, SHE AND IT is indeed the US title of BODY OF
GLASS.

Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
201 East 50th Street
NY NY 10022 USA
ekh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 20:51:24 GMT
From: 71443.1447@compuserve.com (David E Romm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Marge Piercy

Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk (Ken & Jo Walton) wrote:
> To your other point. _Woman on the Edge of Time_ is probably the best
> written utopia I have ever read. OK, the stuff about the mental
> institutions is out of date - thank goodness. That doesn't make it less
> true or less horrific or even less interesting. Less *depressing* maybe.
> I don't see the book as dated.  Idealistic, utopian, of its time (in the
> same way _1984_ reflects 1948 and _Brave New World_ reflects the 30s).
> Interesting that I can't think of any examples of utopian fiction from
> *within* SF which are dated in the same way.  The ones that sprang to
> mind _The Dispossessed_ doesn't reflect 1975 in the same way that _1984_
> and _WotEoT_ reflect their times. Neither, emphatically, does Delany's
> _Triton_. _WotEoT_ is from outside the tradition but is very interesting
> in what it does, and some of the issues it raises have yet to be
> answered. OK feminism was a 70s thing - does that mean that questioning
> the position of women in society is dated? The basic issue in the novel
> is the issue of power - who holds it, who can control whom. That's why
> the protagonist is so completely disempowered - a mental patient who
> cannot even have control over her own body but who is still free in her
> mind. It is in some ways interesting to compare with Disch's _Camp
> Concentration_. Must stop now.

I used WotEoT in my class on "Science Fiction as a Form of Utopian Thought"
at the Univ. of Minn a few years ago.  I think it's an excellent book, and
holds up well.  Perhaps the specifics of institutionalization have changed,
but the process is still demeaning and quite capable of misuse.  I disagree
about the basic theme of the book: it's about actions and consequences.

The utopian vision of the future may be considered feminist by some, but
certainly doesn't go out of its way to say that sexism isn't a part of the
culture.  (As opposed to The Female Man or The Left Hand of Darkness.)
Since I'm against sexism, its lack is a fairly major component of any
utopia I may want to consider.

Aside: I was at a 'feminist' convention a few years ago (Wiscon) and cited
"Woman On The Edge Of Forever".  I was immediately corrected.  I shot back,
"Ah yes, the projected Marge Piercy/Harlan Ellison collaboration fell
through".  The audience sort of grumbled a bit.  Some people have no sense
of humor.

------------------------------
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Date: 19 May 94 18:49:25 GMT
From: sjk9321@ocvaxa.cc.oberlin.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vorlon(?) ship in Signs and Portents

Now for some question (some with possible answers):
1) Why is Delenn so concerned with hiding the mark of Sitai on her
   forehead?  It's no secret that she's on the Grey Counci?

3) What was the meaning of Kosh's line "these are not for you"?  It almost
   seemed as though he were implying that "these are for *me*". Do the
   Shadows and the Vorlons have a long-standing territorial argument over
   the area of the galaxy that contains Earth, Centauri Prime, Narn, and
   the Minbari home world?  KOSH KNOWS TOO MUCH AND HE'S NOT TELLING US ANY
   OF IT AND IT'S NOT FAIR!!!!!!!! (sorry about that little fit, it's only
   a natural after watching a lot of B5)

Josh

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 18:49:54 GMT
From: enthar@eecs.nwu.edu (Seth Buntain)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Attn JMS: Signs & Portents

JMS <babylon5@solaris.cc.vt.edu> wrote:
>   Let's just say that if you liked "Signs and Portents," you're going to
>LOVE "Babylon Squared" and "Chrysalis."

Oh god....

Signs and Portents quite literaly blew me away... One of the few times in
television that I sat down and said "this is really worth watching, twice,
maybe three times in a row :)"

If Signs and Portents was a 'little whammy' and Babylon Squared and
Chrysalis are 'Big whammies'...

'Stop, you are to young to experience such good SF" :)

Seth Buntain
enthar@nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 18:51:23 GMT
From: jblum@eng.umd.edu (Jonathan Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon 5

SPOILERS for the B5 episode "Signs and Portents"

donan@u.washington.edu (Donald Anglin) writes:
>I was distracted many times during this episode and missed what the deal
>was the the 'shadows', the guy who was walking around asking all the
>ambassadors what they wanted and his relation to the ambassador ...hmmm,
>can't remember the name, but the mysterious one that seems to walk around
>in his environment suit with robes. Could someone fill me in?

You're supposed to be confused.  This is the first we've heard about the
shadowmen... but apparently they are the sixth major race in the B5
universe, previously known to the other races only as legends.

The man wandering around the station was one of them, in human form.  He
was testing the ambassadors, to find out whether they were suitable for the
shadowmen to use in some manner.  G'Kar's bloodlust seemed to intrigue him,
but it was only directed against the Centauri.  Londo, on the other hand,
wanted to re-shape the entire order of the galaxy...  and the shadowmen
decided to encourage this.  And so the shadowship destroyed the raiders and
retrieved the Eye, to get Londo in their debt.

Ambassador Kosh, the one in the encounter suit, knows who the shadowmen are
and what they want, and he was warning them away.  Did the shadowmen
listen?  Well, you'll notice that they never asked their question to
Sinclair...

...at least, not yet.  :-)

Jon Blum

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 19:30:25 GMT
From: mario@watserv.ucr.edu (Mario A Calderon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Signs and Portents" -- SPOILERS!!!

  WOW!  Lots of stuff to talk about in this one.  Probably my favorite one
so far.  Excellent combat scenes.

  Remember the Raider/Thief talking into his tiny mike?  "Six to One..."
For some reason, I had a flashback to _The Prisoner_, and my mind answered
"WHO IS NUMBER ONE?"  Sort of funny, when I first thought about it.  But
now, think about it some more.  Who WAS Number One?  It probably wasn't Mr.
Shadowman, or he would have saved himself the trouble of blowing up the
Raider mother ship.  So, I ask you, WHO was Number One?

  Like a few others have stated, I also suspect that the Vorlons and
Shadows have a very LONG history of opposition - and that they may even be
of the same species (or whatever).  And here's another thought for you.
Mr. Shadowman sure did LOOK human, didn't he?  Well, he certainly ISN'T
human (at least, I think we can probably assume that), but he was able to
take on human form.  This means they can presumably take ANY form they
choose.  Hmmm...

  And what WAS that thing on Delenn's forehead?  Have we seen that before?
It struck me as familiar, but I couldn't place it for some reason.  Any
ideas?  I'm really curious.

  It was also interesting to see WHO Mr. Shadowman chose to visit...  He
had encounters with everyone except humans (although he tried to avoid
Kosh), even though he came in human form.  Why avoid humans?  Why did
Delenn recognize who or what he was?  Why did he seem to favor what Londo
wanted, over what G'Kar asked for?  Why are the Shadows even taking an
interest in what such inferior beings want?

Dan Siemens

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 20:20:13 GMT
From: frank@fnbc.com (Frank Mitchell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Portents and Questions (spoilers)

> How did Delenn know who/what this guy was?  He seemed nonplussed when she
> threw him out, as though this is the last thing he'd expected.  Could it
> be that the Minbari know more about the Shadowmen than the Shadowmen
> realize?  It's clear that Kosh and the Vorlons know these guys - if
> there's really some hidden connection between the Vorlon and the Minbari,
> that might give the Minbari some extra unexpected knowledge too.

Perhaps Delenn didn't know exactly what he was, but the triangle thingy
(some psi-augmenting device?) allowed her to sense there was something very
wrong with him.  Or maybe the Minbari have legends about the Shadowmen, and
from that sixth(?) sense she intuitively realized that's what he must be.
(Remember Delenn's all-consuming horror of the Soul Hunter?  Just because
you're an old and wise race doesn't mean you don't have superstitions and
instinctive fears.)

On a completely unrelated note - is anyone bothered that Sinclair is both
station commander and Earth ambassador?  Can't the Alliance afford two
people?

Frank Mitchell
frank@fnbc.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 00:30:27 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Delenn's secret

sjk9321@ocvaxa.cc.oberlin.edu writes:
>1) Why is Delenn so concerned with hiding the mark of Sitai on her
>   forehead? It's no secret that she's on the Grey Counci?

   Sure it is.  The only people who on the station that know that Delenn is
on the Grey Council are Lennier, Sinclair and now Garibaldi.  No one else
knows.  As far as Delenn is concerned only Lennier knows.

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 01:09:37 GMT
From: sharp@craycos.com (Steven Sharp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Portents and Questions

>The Minbari in Delenn's quarters, who was apparently in a position to give
>her orders, also had a triangle on his forehead, but his was solid.  An
>indicator of rank, maybe?

I will have to go back and look at AtSFoS again and compare triangles.  My
guess on the meaning of the scene was that the appearance of the triangle
was Delenn's unspoken answer to the question "What do you want?"  What she
wants is to be the head of the Grey Council.  Morden seemed to have some
kind of mental power that convinced G'Kar and Londo to give him answers
instead of continuing to blow him off.  The same ability could make Delenn
think she was wearing the triangle that she wants so badly.  It would be
totally out of character for her to start talking about her secrets, so
that was how it expressed itself.

Would they show us something that was only in her mind?  Well, they showed
us what Sinclair was experiencing in AtSFoS.  They showed us what Talia was
experiencing in Deathwalker.  They also showed Morden darkening into a
shadowy form when Delenn looked at him and was figuring out what he was.

Alternately, she is wearing her own symbol, masked by the same technique
the Shadowmen used to make their ship invisible.  When Morden was able to
unmask it, she knew he was from the only other group with that ability.

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 03:03:29 GMT
From: spires@netcom.com (Sandra Spires)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Portents and Questions

>How did Delenn know who/what this guy was?  He seemed nonplussed when she
>threw him out, as though this is the last thing he'd expected.  Could it
>be that the Minbari know more about the Shadowmen than the Shadowmen
>realize?  It's clear that Kosh and the Vorlons know these guys - if
>there's really some hidden connection between the Vorlon and the Minbari,
>that might give the Minbari some extra unexpected knowledge too.

And **why** did she throw him out?
I don't know if she disliked him or if she was afraid of him. My gut
reaction is to be a tad nervous of anybody Delenn is afraid of because
she's almost never afraid of anyone [soul hunters excepted].

And why did Kosh want him to leave.  Again, I don't know if it was fear or
dislike, or does Kosh just have dibs on humans and other lower species?

And yet, by helping Londo out of a jam and by destroying the raiders, the
shadowmen seem to have done the most "good" in this episode????

What I wonder is, did they destroy the raiders just to get the eye back or
were the two events coincidental?  

Sandi
spires@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 04:15:29 GMT
From: jblum@eng.umd.edu (Jonathan Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 Will Survive...

SPOILERS for Signs and Portents

A lot of people are speculating that Babylon 5 will be destroyed at the end
of the season, and replaced with a resurrected B4...  I don't think so.

One bit of evidence comes from Harlan Ellison's script "Midnight in the
Sunken Cathedral", which was postponed to season two.  It takes place in
the underbelly of B5, in the bits which were scavenged from the remains of
B1 through B3.  As far as I know, there's no such section in B4, which
would make it difficult to keep the script.

Besides, if they blew up B5, all the really ignorant people out there would
accuse them of ripping off the "SeaQuest" season finale...  *evil grin*

On a similar note, the Earth can't be destroyed, because of Harlan's other
script, "Demon On The Run".  Earth has to still be around in a few thousand
years for the Kyben to invade.  :-)

Jon Blum

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 04:22:23 GMT
From: jblum@eng.umd.edu (Jonathan Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Coincidence?

Joe, I'm not going to ask what this moment from "Signs and Portents" means,
because I know you won't tell me, but could you at least let me know if it
_has_ a meaning?

When Londo is talking with Lord Kiro, they mention that "things are
changing" back home...  the exact phrase used to describe the darkening of
Earth talked about the previous week in "By Any Means Necessary".

You've got us so conditioned to listen to every word that I'm thinking
there might be a connection.  Was this one of those deliberate "little
things" you slip into every script, or am I reading too much into it?

(And if you answer "<musical tones>Yes.", then I'll scream.  I will, don't
you doubt it...)

Jon Blum

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 04:36:40 GMT
From: smith_wade@nocmsmgw.harvard.edu ("Smith Wade")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #385

As you all know by now, I am not a fan of Babylon 5. After seeing the
latest episode (with the raiders and the Centauri pre-cog) I am now
actively wondering if JMS even knows what _SF_ *is*.

It seems that he needs some hocus pocus psi ability in every manifestation
of his hackneyed plots, none of which need _any_ of the space trapping so
undecorously thrust onto them. Any of these shows could have been Hawaii
Five-O episodes without the spaceships.

Science Fiction requires *speculation*, and *wonder*, and *thought*. It
does not need some bullshit pre-cognition/religion/sacred cow to work. It
does need *new* technology which makes *new* demands on human or other
beings. (Or *new* _society_ which makes *new* demands.)

It is even, with small exceptions, bad drama, bad cop show, bad medical
drama, and the pits in staging and art direction.

Flame me please, this show needs critics to stand up and be heard. *It
promises so much!!!!* (And delivers so little.)

Wade T. Smith
smith_wade@nocmsmgw.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 05:59:17 GMT
From: agent@merle.acns.nwu.edu (David Bilek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Portents and Questions

SPOILERS TO FOLLOW!!!

spires@netcom.com (Sandra Spires) writes:
>And **why** did she throw him out?
>I don't know if she disliked him or if she was afraid of him. My gut
>reaction is to be a tad nervious of anybody Delenn is afraid of because
>she's almost never afraid of anyone [soul hunters excepted].
>
>And why did Kosh want him to leave.  Again, I don't know if it was fear or
>dislike, or does Kosh just have dibs on humans and other lower species?
>
>And yet, by helping Londo out of a jam and by destroying the raiders, the
>shadowmen seem to have done the most "good" in this episode???

   Hmmm... well the shadowmen may have seemed to do the most good on the
OUTSIDE but if you look at their motives quite another picture develops.
If you recall, Morden seemed interested when G'Kar said he wanted to grind
the Centauri into dust etc.. but lost interest when G'Kar's ambitions went
no further.  But when Londo said that he wanted the Centauri to reclaim
their place in the galaxy <by force> and then walked off, Morden seemed
VERY interested.  ("Yes... yes it does <answer the question>"

   What does this mean?  I believe that Morden returned the eye to Londo
because he knew Londo's career was over without it.  The shadow want Londo
to try to restore the empire because either A) they believe they can gain
control over Londo or B) they just want general strife in the universe so
they can step in and takeover.

   Doesn't seem so benevolent anymore, huh?

David
agent@merle.acns.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 06:04:01 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Coincidence?

   At the point in which we join the tale of the last of the Babylon
stations, *everything* is in a state of flux...one government is on the
rise, another is declining, Earth is taking some new and disturbing
directions...so yes, they all feel there is a change coming.  It's a little
thing, but we keep it alive to keep a sense of something moving on a web,
and each movement makes the whole thing shake just a little.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 06:30:23 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "A" and "B" plots

   We're very flexible when it comes to A, B and C stories.  Some of our
episodes, like "Survivors," are all A story, no B story at all.  Some have
A and B stories.  Some, like "The Quality of Mercy," have 3-4 stories going
on at once.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 06:30:26 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Shadows of Shadowmen (spoilers

   Since you've done such a great job of speculating, I give you a gift...a
preview of something.
 
   There's an upcoming episode with Delenn going to the Grey Council.  As
she joins the circle, in her Grey Council robes, she says, "In Valen's
name, I take the place that has been prepared for me.  I am Grey; I stand
between the candle, and the star.  We are Grey; we stand between the
Darkness, and the Light."
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 06:30:28 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What the HELL?! (S&P SPOILERS!

   The raiders are gone for good, yes.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 06:40:01 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: S&P - ?'s I Don't Expect

   "They" refers to humans.  There was no need to ask Sinclair, and he was
under orders not to.  And who is on that shuttle...is an excellent
question.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 08:30:00 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: @JMS, The intro

   The first episode of season two will be narrative-intro'd as the year
2259.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 15:25:46 GMT
From: clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Another ? I Don't Expect You'll Answer

straczynski@genie.geis.com writes:
>   "They" refers to humans.  There was no need to ask Sinclair, and he was
> under orders not to.  And who is on that shuttle...is an excellent
> question.

Well, that answers SOME of my questions (the one I had about Morden's
possible "gift" to Kosh is conspicuously absent ^_^), but that leads me to
this question:

Why has Kosh appointed himself (or the Vorlons as a whole) the apparent
"guardian" of humanity?  (Think about it - aside from the pilot, the
Vorlons have been rather interested in human affairs, Kosh's viewing of
human history in "The War Prayer", his recording of Talia's reactions, his
interference with Deathwalker (which was actually to our benefit), and now
his confrontation with Morden)

clark@daffy.csee.usf.edu
clark@thinker.csee.usf.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 20 May 94 08:50:00 GMT
From: hbact003@huey.csun.edu (brett jaffee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Message from JMS

Joe posted this on GEnie, but apparently had problems uploading this
message here, so he asked one of us to do it.  Anyway, here it is (brace
yourselves)...

Second Science Fiction and Fan Category 18, Topic 1 Message 560 Fri May
20, 1994 STRACZYNSKI [Joe] at 02:57 EDT
 
I have some news that must be imparted.  I think that the best way to
convey that news is to start at the end of the story, make my way to the
middle, and end at the beginning.  So: the end of the story.

Everything is okay.  Nothing major really changes.  All is well. 
 
Now the middle of the story. 

I've been asked, several times, what happens if something *happens* to me,
or one of the cast members, during the five year arc, since this is a
fully-worked-out novel.  Generally, I blow off the question with humor.
But the truth is, obviously, I've taken every possible step to make sure
that no one is disappointed.  In my case, I've made sure the story is
available somewhere.

The trouble, of course, is that unlike writing a novel, where the
characters exist only on a sheet of paper, actors and writers are some
discussion on the best of days).  They can get sick, they can get into
contract disputes, they can be hit by meteors, they can decide to buy a
house in Cambridge and raise hedgehogs under an assumed name.  There are,
in short, *always* unpredictables in any such endeavor.
 
Consequently, in drafting the story for Babylon 5, I made sure to
compensate for any possible changes.  For lack of a better term, there is a
"trap door" built into the storyline for every character.  Obviously, you
don't want to lose anyone, but in *every* case any such change momentarily
shifts the story about ten degrees to one side for a little bit, and then
you're back on track again.

Case in point: Dr. Benjamin Kyle and Lyta Alexander.  Here are the only two
humans who have seen or scanned a Vorlon.  This is Very Important to the
storyline.  Alas, as later events unfolded, things did not work out, and
the characters were dropped...but their story remained important, in that
it was established that they were soon afterward recalled to Earth under
mysterious circumstances (as noted in "War Prayer"), which actually *helps*
the storyline in many ways.  This is not meant to sound callous.  As a
writer, and as a producer, it's my job to tell the story, to be
responsible, and to make sure every possible contingency is covered.  To do
anything less would be simply irresponsible.

Now to the beginning of the story. 

Over the last few weeks, we've been re-activating our cast, making the
deals for the coming season.  One aspect of this has been a series of
conversations with Michael O'Hare.  Having produced one full season, and
having learned a lot, and having fine-tuned the "saga" along the way, it
was our goal to expand the show, bring in some new characters, and take the
show in some new directions, which will prove quite interesting, I think.
(One sidelight to all this: now that we've established the series, we'll be
able to spend a bit more time on personal stories, to let our audience
learn more about the characters, particularly the humans, who kind of got
short shrift this season.)

There is also the question, from an actor's point of view, about other
opportunities, any possible concern about typecasting, the limitations of a
continuing role (and the role of the commander does have some definite
"walls," giving more freedom in many ways to other characters).  Now is the
point where one needs to take a breath and assess one's future, because the
deeper we get into the story, the more problematic it is to change things
(though, again, it's do-able, as noted above).

As a result of these discussions, it has been agreed that we will have a
separation, in the role of the commander.  Let me emphasize this very
clearly, so there is no chance of miscommunication: this is a mutual,
amicable, and friendly separation.  This isn't a Tasha Yar situation.
Moreover, we will be handling this in such a way that, down the road,
Sinclair could potentially return to the story.  The character of Sinclair
will achieve an important destiny, and the mystery of the Battle of the
Line will be explained, both in the first episode of the new season.  His
story will still track.  And the series will still track precisely as
planned.  I take pains to mention this because both Michael and I want it
clear that we both believe in the show, and want this in no way to
interfere with the series.  He has asked me to convey for him his
encouragement, his best wishes, and to emphasize that this is, again, an
amicable and friendly separation.

He has said that he is happy to continue to do the conventions, to promote
the show, because he believes in it, and because he is an important part of
this season's success.  We can think of no finer ambassador for Babylon 5
at conventions than Michael O'Hare.  He is a dynamite speaker, he cares
about the fans of the show, and his compassion shows.  We think he's a
nifty guy.

On our part, we wish Michael only the very best.  We know that he is very
much in demand, and look forward to seeing him in other projects over the
next year.  This will also allow us to pursue some new directions avenues
for the show that will help to expedite the overall story.  Sinclair
disappearing for an indeterminate period after the events of "Chrysalis"
will allow us to tighten the screws of the story, and heighten the tension
of things going on in the storyline.

If I can speak personally for a moment...those of you reading this on-line
know that I've always talked straight with you.  If I thought this in *any*
way would interfere with the story, you'd hear about it from me loud and
clear.  When problems have arisen in the past, I've always spoken about
them quite bluntly here (much to the chagrin of some people).  This is
okay.  We're all still very much friends.  I speak frequently to Michael,
and consider him a friend, just as he considers me a friend.  This was a
hard decision, but we both knew that it was the right decision, for very
different reasons.  We both kind of came to the same place at the same time
from different directions.  We've got to do what's right for the show, and
for each other, and in many ways, this does just that.

So both we on the show, and Michael are served by this mutual and amicable
separation.  We will go our separate ways for now, with the possibility of
meeting Sinclair again down the road a piece, as Gandalf disappeared for a
time into Mordor, only to return when needed most.  (We will also be
keeping the character of Sinclair alive in the comic, and some of the
planned novels, to keep that option available to us.)

Once again, let me emphasize that the story continues on the path that has
been set for it, everything you learn this season still obtains, the show
remains solid, with all of the other cast members coming back for a new
season, and that the saga of Babylon 5 will continue to reveal itself
exactly as planned.  And I hope you will continue to stay with us for that
journey.

Sincerely,

Joe Straczynski
Creator/Executive Producer
BABYLON 5

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 17:07:19 GMT
From: dsheldon@netcom.com (Ed Dravecky III)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ATT: JMS -- The Last Commander...

Oh no! Okay, okay, I'll believe you that this will not alter the basic plot
line. I have difficulty seeing this, but I'll believe you. This DOES
explain the change in the opening from the pilot to the series from the
story of "the last commander of the last of the Babylon stations" to the
story of "the last of the Babylon stations".

I must admit that Sinclair was one of the main reasons I watch Babylon 5.
Sure, the rivalry between Londo and G'Kar is funny, Ivanova can be funny,
and Garibaldi is doing a darn fine David-Addison-in-space impression.  But
Sinclair was the *human* character in the show! He has difficulty showing
his emotions and his military background (and, I presume, family history)
contributed to that greatly. But he is the central point for all of the
other characters to orbit.

He's Garibaldi's best friend, Delenn's pet project, the ambassador's voice
of reason and neutrality. He has a girlfriend, a life, and a hole in his
mind. And what will the Minbari say when their hand-picked station
commander turns into a butterfly and disappears?

Babylon 5 *needs* a focus in the same way that "Hill Street Blues" needed
Frank Furillo. Sure, he was not out chasing the bad guys and often seemed
hard to reach, but Capt. Furillo kept the precinct on an even keel (sort
of) and gave us (the audience) a person to relate to among all of this
strange, hostile, and unfamiliar territory.

Is this sort of character limiting? I don't know. My acting experience
ended with my starring role as the Absent-Minded Professor in the stirring
"The Absent-Minded Professor and the Case of the Missing Adjective" in the
fifth grade. (The missing adjective was "brown", BTW.) What I do know is
that a series like Babylon 5 is going to suffer mightily unless the center
is restored. Commander Sinclair is that center.

I know that a letter is not going to change Michael O'Hare's mind. But
please let him know that at least one fan will be very sorry to see him
leave.

Ed Dravecky III
dsheldon@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 17:08:29 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: S&P - ?'s I Don't Expect

JMS <babylon5@solaris.cc.vt.edu> writes:
>"They" refers to humans.  There was no need to ask Sinclair, and he was
>under orders not to.

The "they" you say there is from Kosh'es "They are not for you"?

I ask because if you're going to say this, "he was under orders not to" is
very ambiguous.  I mean... was he under orders from *Kosh* not to ask
Sinclair?  Or orders from his own?  If the former, why would he listen to
what Kosh says?  If the latter, why the apparent fight with Kosh?

>And who is on that shuttle...is an excellent question.

Am I the only one who thinks that, if the scene isn't from five years from
now, that it is B4 blowing up, with Sinclair on the shuttle?

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 94 07:11:26 GMT
From: jblum@eng.umd.edu (Jonathan Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Paranoia re Laurel (S&P SPOILERS)

JMS <babylon5@solaris.cc.vt.edu> writes:
>"They" refers to humans.  There was no need to ask Sinclair, and he was
>under orders not to.  And who is on that shuttle...is an excellent
>question.

"There was no need to ask Sinclair" the shadowmen's question...  probably
because they already had Londo's answer?  Or because they'd already reached
another human?  Hmm...

Which brings to mind a hideously paranoid speculation.  The shadowman said
he'd just spent several years out on the Rim.

And where was Laurel Takashima sent on her classified mission?

JMS said he'd been thinking about doing a return-of-Takashima story where
we find that "something" had chased her back to B5.  Guess we might have an
idea now what that something is...

And this raises the paranoid part.  If Laurel was sent by the EA on this
mission, someone on Earth must know more about who's out there than they're
letting on.

But who?  And what?

And does it have anything to do with the Psi Corps trying to develop PK
powers?

The head spins...

JMS, keep it up.  I'm in agony but I'm loving it.

Jon Blum

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 94 08:14:17 GMT
From: jblum@eng.umd.edu (Jonathan Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: preparations and other casualties?

As shocked and, yes, saddened as I am about the thought of Michael O'Hare
leaving, and my God, I never would have thought even just a few weeks ago
that I would have grown to appreciate his performance so much, there is one
thing which gives me some hope.

Way back in the dark days of alt.tv.b5, someone raised the question of how
non-standard it was to have the station commander be the Earth ambassador
as well.  JMS replied that they knew this, and gave the strong implication
that Sinclair's responsibilities were going to shift dramatically some time
in the future of the show.  It sounded like a new authority, either as
ambassador or commander, was already planned to join the cast from the word
go.

Now, we may miss out on some elements of Sinclair, such as the conflict
between the two characters which would inevitably result, but I think the
idea of bringing in a new station authority has probably been better
prepared for than we might think.

The element that worries me is... what's going to happen to Catherine
Sakai?  Will she continue to drop in on B5 even without Jeffrey Sinclair to
interact with?  Or, and once again I shudder to think about it, after the
end of this season will her return no longer be an option?

JMS?

Jon Blum

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 94 08:18:55 GMT
From: root@jumpgate.ubc.ca (Mike Montour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: no O'Hare

>As a result of these discussions, it has been agreed that we will have a
>separation, in the role of the commander.

Well, I will miss Sinclair, but I guess O'Hare has reasons for what he's
doing.  [JMS, could you mention to him that we net.creatures would enjoy
reading his thoughts on the matter?] His departure should give us some good
stories, and helps avoid the "comfortable" feeling that has dulled the
later seasons of TNG.

We get to find out about the Line.  Many people thought that THE story of
"Babylon 5" was about Sinclair and the Battle of the Line.  Guess what -
that was just the first chapter!  4 more to go - this must be one HELL of a
story arc.  Remember, this is "the story of the last of the Babylon
stations", not just Sinclair's story.

Londo and G'Kar will not be affected much.  Kosh - who knows?  Delenn is
sure to be involved, but I don't know which side she'll be on.  The biggest
change will be among the humans.  Who replaces Sinclair?  It's either:

 - Garibaldi
 - someone new
 - Ivanova

It's probably not Garibaldi.  He's too low-ranking with too much bad stuff
in his past.  It will be interesting to see how he manages without Sinclair
to look out for him.  Will he crawl back into the bottle?

Maybe a new character will be brought in - one of those who was above
Sinclair on the "list".  Presumably the Minbari would no longer have any
objections.  A new person would shake everyone up (like TNG's "Chain of
Command") but eventually could be accepted like Talia and Dr. Franklin
were.

It's possible that Ivanova would get a promotion.  It is less possible that
she would want it.  It seems to me that Susan enjoys the 2nd-in-command
position, with its high power and low profile.  For her sake, I hope she
stays where she is.

>This isn't a Tasha Yar situation.

Good.  So you're saying we won't see O'Hare come back with a new hairstyle,
claiming to be the half-Centauri child of someone on Babylon 4, who came
there through a time warp?  :)

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 94 15:36:39 GMT
From: fletcher@netcom.com (F. Sullivan Segal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: S&P: The Shadowbeings and Kosh

On rewatching the Signs & Portents episode, one facet jumped out at me that
I hadn't noticed before.  When the Shadowthing is walking down the corridor
towards Blue Sector, and Kosh intercepts him, the Shadowthing turns around
as if trying to get away.  When he turns around, Kosh is directly behind
him.  So what is the deal?

Are there two Vorlons aboard B-5?
Was the first Kosh just a reflection of the second?
Do Vorlons have/use holo-projectors?
Or did the shadowthing just do a 360, although it didn't look like it.

As for plot elements, why have Kosh just coming in from off station unless
it is to leave an opening for there to be more than one Vorlon on the
station?  And how does B-5 distinguish Kosh from any other non- Kosh Vorlon
who might wander aboard?

fletcher@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 94 20:02:27 GMT
From: dsheldon@netcom.com (Ed Dravecky III)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ATT: JMS PsiCops! (You are tricky!)

Joe:
   Either you are a) even more of a genius than even we have been giving
you credit for or b) one lucky son-of-a-gun who is going to get a pat on
the back anyway!
   I was just sorting through my junk mail when I came upon a pitch for a
subscription to the "Skeptical Inquirer", a magazine devoted to
investigating (and debunking) claims of paranormal phenomena. This handy
publications is published by the Committee for the Scientific Investigation
of Claims of the Paranormal. This group is better known as CSI-COP (and,
yes, is pronounced sigh-cop...just like PsiCop.)
   That was either a world-class hidden-pop-culture-reference or a stroke
of luck big enough to paralyze Godzilla. Wow. I remain in awe.

Ed Dravecky III
dsheldon@netcom.com

------------------------------
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Date: 21 May 94 08:56:12 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Message from JMS

   Please do not stick this on O'Hare.  Whatever decisions get made, it is
up to the producers - me and Doug, to implement those decisions, so
ultimate responsibility rests with me.  If you're going to be angry at
anyone, be angry at me.  Your anger is misplaced.
 
   Again, this was *mutual*.  We looked at the story, the way a novelist
looks at a novel he's one-fifth through writing, and you learn things
writing the novel that you can learn NO other way, however much you plan
and outline.  And at some point, you say, "If we leave things JUST as they
are, no changes, we can do X and Y, which are both very cool.  But if we
take a chance, and make some shifts in direction, we can do X, and
Y...*AND* Z...and Z is *VERY* interesting indeed.  It opens up whole new
areas for us to explore.  So we talked about it with Michael, who had some
thoughts of his own...and now here we are.
 
   Granted, it's taking a chance.  But we all swore a blood oath to make
the show consistently better.  Any time a possible decision comes up -
like, Should we do "Believers," knowing that it'll get us in ENDLESS
trouble, we ask: "Will this benefit the show?"  If the answer is yes, we do
it, regardless.
 
   Once again, this is *mutual*.  So blame me.  And be assured, this isn't
now going to be a band-aid covering...it will let us get deeper and faster
into the meat of the storyline, and intensify the characterizations and
relationships.  Sinclair's purpose in the large part of the first section
of the story was really to get everyone together...to start the pieces
moving.  And now we've got all the players in position.  The whole 24
hours/Line thread was *always* going to be resolved at the top of year two,
because you can't sustain that for more than 1.5 seasons at MOST.  The
audience, rightly, won't stand for it.  At that point, that mystery
dispensed with (which would lead to other questions), Sinclair kind of
faded a bit from the story, because now we have to bring the other players
into the foreground.  So if he's going to fade *anyway*, why have him
meandering around?  Why not "absent" him for a time...and up the stakes for
everyone else, and help focus on other aspects?
 
   The story will go where it was always going to go.  This much is
certain.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 94 22:32:46 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: O'Hare leaving?

   Londo's voice over does not specifically name Sinclair in the pilot.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 94 22:32:49 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ATT: JMS PsiCops! (You are tri

   Congratulations.  I was wondering when anyone was going to hit on the
CSICOP reference.  I was looking for a good name for the pit bulls of the
Psi Corps, and thought it made for a great play on words, and a very
obscure almost-pun, to name them Psi-Cops.
 
   I'm afraid you don't win a toaster, but a definite nod from deep inside
Babylon 5.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 08:28:42 GMT
From: snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS:Q about S&P-Why attack? (spoil)

Okay, so I finished watching the episode, and I rewound it and watched it
again, and then I rewound it and watched all the nifty CGI again, and then
for good measure I watched all the other nifty stuff again as well.  Fine
and good. But then something occured to me...

Why did the Raiders attack the station?

I'm a little confused about the plan that they and Lord Kiro had worked
out. As far as I could tell, Lord Kiro figured that he would give them
information for raiding runs in return for assistance in his coup attempt.
The Raiders figured they'd let Kiro believe that, so long as they could get
their hands on the Eye and ransom it and Kiro to the Centauri.

I'm probably missing something here, but neither of those two plans require
the Raiders to actually attack the station. You don't need the fake
kidnapping, you don't need the attack. Kiro simply leaves with the Eye and
meets up with the Raiders three or four jump points down the road. As far
as Kiro's concerned, they then go back to Centauri to start the coup, and
as far as the Raiders are concerned, they take Kiro and the Eye and radio
the ransom in to Centauri.

The only reason I can think of for the attack is that the Raiders were
planning it all along, hoping to stop B5's interference in their
operations. In that case, it seems like a pretty ill-considered move.  They
tipped their hand about the jump gate ship, and besides, they got creamed!
Where was their intelligence? What made them think they had a chance?

Well, I'm stumped. It might have made sense to attack *if* they weren't
working with Kiro, in order to get the Eye. But they *were* working with
him, so why commit to a huge operation to get something they could get
without any risk?

As I say, stumped. There's got to be something I missed.

Sensational episode regardless. I LIKE SHADOWMEN!

Stephen
snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 19:37:08 GMT
From: u70007@windsurf.nersc.gov (Eric Salo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS:Q about S&P-Why attack? (spoil)

>Why did the Raiders attack the station?

I wondered about that, too. I think that the attack might have been their
backup plan. Remember, the raiders weren't able to successfully sneak out
of the station and slip away. Garibaldi was all set to disable the Centauri
ship before it could reach the jumpgate, so the raider attack was needed to
allow the Centauri ship to escape.

Eric Salo
National Energy Research Supercomputer Center
P.O. Box 5509,  L-560
Livermore,  CA  94450  
salo@nersc.gov

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 20:15:40 GMT
From: sbnoble@blend.ugcs.caltech.edu (Seth Bradley Noble)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS:Q about S&P-Why attack? (spoil)

snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley) writes:
>Why did the Raiders attack the station?
>
>I'm a little confused about the plan that they and Lord Kiro had worked
>out. As far as I could tell, Lord Kiro figured that he would give them
>information for raiding runs in return for assistance in his coup attempt.
>The Raiders figured they'd let Kiro believe that, so long as they could
>get their hands on the Eye and ransom it and Kiro to the Centauri.
>
>I'm probably missing something here, but neither of those two plans
>require the Raiders to actually attack the station. You don't need the
>fake kidnapping, you don't need the attack. Kiro simply leaves with the
>Eye and meets up with the Raiders three or four jump points down the road.
>As far as Kiro's concerned, they then go back to Centauri to start the
>coup, and as far as the Raiders are concerned, they take Kiro and the Eye
>and radio the ransom in to Centauri.

I think I can explain the kidnapping and someone else explained the attack,
but I think Kiro's overall plan was pretty bad on his part.

First Kiro has to make it to Centauri alive.  Remember that there was an
escort on the other end of the jump waiting to guide him home.  If he
showed up with raiders in tow, or didn't show up without an explanation,
they would know he was up to something.  Given the supposed significance of
the eye, the Centauri government would likely assume the worst.  So the
kidnapping was a way to meet with the raiders without drawing immediate
attention to his own plans and to buy him some time.

Also, consider that Kiro wasn't planning a fully military coup.  He was
going to rely upon the symbolism of the eye to gain the support of the
people.  But in order to do that, he had to survive long enough for them to
know he had it.  That is what he wanted the raiders for.  They didn't need
to topple the government militarily, just keep Kiro alive long enough for
him to do it politically.

How he planned to actually get to Centauri with the eye in front of him and
the raiders behind, I'm not clear on.  Perhaps he planned to talk the
troops he'd meet into siding with him by saying that, hey, he's got the eye
so he's their rightful leader and do they really want to fight and possibly
die (even if they would win) against somebody holding the eye.

My guess is that he thought he could talk his way through, with the raiders
there just to prevent the emperor's agents from doing anything sneaky.
Personally, I think he was nuts, and the raiders did too.  We know from his
talk with Londo that he was acting more out of emotion than reason, so it
seems quite reasonable for him to come with this unreasonable plan.

As for the attack, someone else gave a good explanation:
u70007@windsurf.nersc.gov (Eric Salo) writes:
>I wondered about that, too. I think that the attack might have been their
>backup plan. Remember, the raiders weren't able to successfully sneak out
>of the station and slip away. Garibaldi was all set to disable the
>Centauri ship before it could reach the jumpgate, so the raider attack was
>needed to allow the Centauri ship to escape.

In any event, the raiders didn't seem at all unhappy about their forces
getting creamed.  With the ransom from the eye, they could buy plenty more
fighters and several new base ships.  With that kind of force, it wouldn't
matter that they had tipped their hand.

The raider's plan made a lot of sense.  Even though Ivanova's squadron got
back in time to wipe out the raider fighters, she was still delayed enough
that the base ship got away with the eye.  And if she hadn't been back,
they probably still would have abandoned their fighters for expediency.

But nobody counted on the Shadowmen.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 06:11:16 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Will we see Sinclair at a

   At this point, we may well see Sinclair at some point in season two, but
can't at this point tell you where.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 08:24:35 GMT
From: mario@watserv.ucr.edu (Mario A Calderon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: S&P 2nd viewing (spoilers)

  This one I definitely HAD to rewatch.  Having seen it twice, a few things
that were questionable the first time through have now firmed up a little
in my mind.  I'll share...
 
  First, there is at least one scene where our Raider #6 appears to be
talking to someone OFF the station.  This (perhaps) kind of blows it for my
earlier theory that #1 might have been aboard the station.  It is STILL
possible, however, that #1 was NOT a Raider.
 
  Second, remember the scene where Ladira (I think that was her - the
prophetess woman) is lying in bed, and is apparently having another vision?
We only get to hear the sounds that she hears - we don't get to actually
see her vision.  The first time I saw it, I was listening very closely to
the voices, trying to recognize them.  Most of it I can't place, but right
at the end, I thought I heard Sinclair's voice saying "Everyone to the
shuttle!"  I wasn't sure though, because it was so fast, so I was afraid to
mention it here.  This time, however, I'm pretty certain that I heard
Sinclair's voice saying that.  NOW, couple this with the final scene where
the prophetess shows Sinclair a "possible future" with a Babylon Station
blowing up, just as a shuttle is leaving the docking bay!  Hmm...  Now, did
Ladira have the same vision twice?  If so, she didn't show everything to
Sinclair.  At least, he didn't get the audio, and the "scenes" that must
have accompanied the shouting and explosions, with people trying to get to
the shuttle.  Most importantly, I don't think Sinclair realized that HE was
on that shuttle.  I firmly believe now that he was, you see, and it just
seems to me that if I was able to make the connection between these two
visions, it seems like she should have also.  So, why didn't she tell him
everything, IF she knew?  Hmmm...  My pet theory right now is that the
exploding station was actually Babylon 4, that we will find the station in
_Babylon Squared_, and that Sinclair will visit it (with some others), and
that they will just barely escape before whoever made it vanish destroys
it, in order to prevent them from learning anything more.  As JMS has said,
we may learn the how (or even the who) about the vanishing, but probably
not the WHY.

  Third, Morden was definitely disappointed in G'Kar's answer, and
obviously pleased with Londo's.  For some reason, on the first viewing this
wasn't so clear to me, and I couldn't understand why he seemed to favor
Londo.  It makes much more sense to me now.

  QUESTIONS STILL UNANSWERED:

   Who IS #1?  I like the idea that it's someone/thing higher up than the
Raiders - that the Raiders were being used as pawns, just as they used Lord
Kiro.  Yes.  I definitely like that a lot.

   What is the triangle on Delenn's forehead?  Is it merely decorative, a
denotation of rank or caste?  Or does it have some function?  If so, is it
mechanical?  Note that Delenn did not get those "bad vibes" about Morden
until after the triangle appeared.  Also note that it didn't just become
visible to "our" eyes - we have to assume that Morden would have seen it
also, or she would not have made a point to cover her forehead.  Now, since
the triangle SEEMS to be something artificial (rather symmetrical and
metallic looking to be natural or organic), why didn't the lady doctor find
out about it a few shows back when she did a baseline scan of Delenn?
Remember, there's a brief scene where she finishes up examining Delenn in
order to better understand her species' physiology, etc.

  How did the mafia-like businessman find the Eye?  Londo says he'd really
like to know, and Mafioso replies, "No, you don't."  Well, I do!  I DO!  My
theory here is that the businessmen were intermediaries for Morden, as he
states in the beginning of the episode that he'd been exploring out on the
Rim, and that he DID indeed find something interesting out there.  In this
case, how did Morden find it, and is it indeed real?  The only reason that
I can think of for Morden to use intermediaries like this is that if he
simply walked up to Londo and handed it to him, Londo wouldn't believe it
was real.  Would you believe it if someone handed you the Mona Lisa?  BUT,
if you PURCHASED it from sources you probably know a little something
about, and then you actually saw it and had it for a little while, you
might start believing it was real.  If Morden's plan was to make the
Centauri (or just Londo) indebted to him, he couldn't just HAND it to them,
and he couldn't have SOLD it to them.  The businessmen weren't heros to the
Centauri - they got paid.  But Morden, HE got to be a hero (at least in
Londo's eyes), by returning the Eye AFTER it had been lost.  And I have no
doubt that Morden will not be TOO long in calling in that favor.  Things
just keep getting more and more interesting, don't they?

  What is Sinclair's role in the exploding Babylon station (based on the
voice evidence in the vision we don't see, and the shuttle leaving the
exploding station at the end)?

  Well, I could go on and on, but I'll stop here.

Dan Siemens

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 10:50:57 GMT
From: am848@yfn.ysu.edu (Ann M. Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Other characters after Sinclair

I don't know what will happen to Sinclair's girlfriend: but she is a trader
who could appear at various times: I would hate to see her dumped.  G'kar
seemed fond of her: perhaps they'd make an interesting couple (does she
wear hot pink?)

I think Garibaldi will be okay: he has helped foil an assassination and was
involved in destroying the raiders.  His reputation has been restored
somewhat.

Delenn may choose to stay because the Shadowmen have come to the station:
Sinclair may have been her link to them, but now she no longer needs him.

I have mixed feelings about O'Hare's departure: I wasn't wild about his
acting for the most part (with some exceptions in the arc stories) and
there may be a natural end to his story early on.  On the other hand, his
Jesuit education and values made him an interesting character.  I'll be
interested to see whether his replacement is as sympathetic.  I presume the
Minbari no longer have any say in the commander?

I have to admit, I'd miss the ambassadors more if the actors were to leave.
But, as in the workplace, the regulars come and go.  It is sad to see the
chemistry of the place change, but with some of the mysteries solved, it
may be a good time to move on.  How many of us TNG fans would have like to
see Riker promoted? or Data?  Sinclair's fate will be something we can all
look forward to.  The writing has been fine so far, I doubt one actor's
departure will change that (unless he was your lust object).

Ann M. Williams
Circulation Supervisor
Saint Joseph College
Connecticut
am848@yfn.ysu.edu
williama@ganesha.sjc.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 23 May 94 15:45:55 GMT
From: kxl@camis.stanford.edu (Kevin Lauderdale)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS [or anybody]:  How many aliens . . . total?

Maybe this has been established in the B5 "bible," and maybe it hasn't.
But you must know in the back of your mind approximately how many known
alien races there are in the B5 universe.  It certainly isn't the thousands
upon thousands that we seen in the ST universe, but there seem to be a
considerable number.  You see them walking down the halls, showing up with
sick children, cleaning their chitin . . .

So, JMS, the question is: how many known aliens are there in the B5
universe?

Thanks.

Kevin

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 15:49:12 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Message from JMS

   The Battle of the Line and the hole in Sinclair's mind was always
intended as the entry point or trigger to the story.  It's like Frodo being
given the Ring in LoTR.  The story isn't about that, that's how we get INTO
it.  Frankly, there's no way you can sustain that one element for five
years, nor did we ever intend to do so.
 
   The only difference in the resolution of that aspect is this: we had
originally intended to resolve the missing 24 hours, and the Battle of the
Line, by episode four, season two.  We've simply moved it up 3 eps to the
first episode.  Because new players are coming onto the field, in the form
of the Shadowmen, and other forces, and we now have to begin turning our
attention to new mysteries.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 19:05:17 GMT
From: mario@watserv.ucr.edu (Mario A Calderon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The End of Babylon 5 [S&P SPOILERS]

  I highly doubt it.  First of all, JMS has said that 90% of stuff brought
up each season will be resolved THAT season, and the rest would be resolved
at the beginning of the following season.

  No, I think it much more likely that if a Babylon station does indeed
blow up (and that future is not averted somehow), it will be the lost
Babylon 4, NOT our beloved B5.  Pay close attention to the sounds of
shouting we hear when the prophetess has a vision while lying in bed (we
don't get to actually see this one), and then rewatch the vision at the
end, where she shows Sinclair the exploding station...  I'm telling you,
it's B4.

Dan Siemens

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 21:02:36 GMT
From: u70007@windsurf.nersc.gov (Eric Salo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Proper names of Homeworlds

Does anyone other than me find something vaguely annoying about the term
"homeworld"? These planets should have real names, at they should be used
at least by natives of that planet. I don't see anyone ever referring to
Earth as the "Human Homeworld", for example. In Deathwalker, G'Kar actually
does call his planet Narn. And I believe that Centauri Prime is the name of
Londo's homeworld - or maybe that's the name of the entire system? Anyway,
does anyone know the name of the Minbari homeworld?

On the other hand, "Vorlon Homeworld" does seem completely appropriate
considering how little is known about them.

Eric Salo
National Energy Research Supercomputer Center
P.O. Box 5509,  L-560
Livermore,  CA  94450  
salo@nersc.gov

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 23:08:02 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: One of JMS's passing comments

When someone brought up the question of why there weren't signs on B5 in
infrared, JMS made a passing comment that has just occurred to me.  I don't
have the exact text, but the general idea was this: during "Signs and
Portents", one of the major characters sees something that no one else
does.  JMS was implying it was some kind of extra-human sense, like
infrared, but...  any takers on which scene this was?

You could guess really lamely and say Ladira, but precog is an established
sense already, and besides, Sinclair saw it too, albeit with help.  Was it
Delenn detecting Morden's nature/affiliation and is that what the lighting
change was, us seeing through her eyes?  Or maybe it was Kosh confronting
Morden, knowing instantly who he was.  Or something else?

The plot quickens...

Frank Perricone
perricone@wsyd.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 03:19:23 GMT
From: sherman@sol1.lrsm.upenn.edu (Bill Sherman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Delenn's Shyness SPOILERS

SPOILERS for Signs and Portents

   It occurred to me that there may be some reason why Delenn was so upset
that the triangle on her head was showing besides the fact that it
indicates she is in the grey council (and we still aren't sure that the
triangle is only for council members).  Remember that during the council
gathering in Sky, they all had their heads covered.  Perhaps there is some
time when Minbari hide for some reason.  (On the other hand, the guy giving
Delenn orders at the end of Sky had his triangle showing and he didn't have
his head covered, but then, he was blind, and only in the presence of a
council member).

Bill Sherman

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 17:34:59 GMT
From: jthorpe1@cc.swarthmore.edu (jere7my tho?rpe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: One of JMS's passing comments

perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone) wrote:
> When someone brought up the question of why there weren't signs on B5 in
> infrared, JMS made a passing comment that has just occurred to me.  I
> don't have the exact text, but the general idea was this: during "Signs
> and Portents", one of the major characters sees something that no one
> else does.  JMS was implying it was some kind of extra-human sense, like
> infrared, but...  any takers on which scene this was?

Personal guess: the grey triangle on Delenn's forehead was "seen" by
Morden, or would have been had she not covered her forehead.  (Perhaps it
did not become visible - perhaps us viewers saw it because Morden has a
sense which could see it, and JMS showed it to the audience because Delenn
became aware that it was visible to someone on the station...Don't know.)
Anyway, I would imagine this is the scene JMS was referring to.

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 00:02:49 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A few cliched questions with the RIGHT answers

One thing that's a pattern in B5 so far is that some of the old, tired,
hackneyed questions have been asked, for what may be the first time ever,
were given a realistic, CORRECT answer.  Let me give a few examples so you
can see specifically what kind of question and answer I mean here.

One that was discussed during the Believers thread: Franklin is asked "how
is your belief different from theirs?" and answered correctly: "I produce
testable, measurable results.  Your point?"  Anywhere else, he would have
just mumbled something and either given up the point, or dodged the
question, which is ridiculous but somehow widespread in SF TV (and SF in
general).

Another one, from The War Prayer: the Minbari poet tells Londo that love is
a potent healer and Aria should be allowed to stand near her beloved in his
coma.  Rather than being sweet and sappy about it, B5 gave us the other
side of the argument, from Londo: "And what if he should die, in spite of
this great love of yours?  What then?"  A cutting question, and one which
Shaal Mayan sidesteps (and Londo calls her for it).  But a question which
would never have come up elsewhere; instead, Londo would have given in, and
the sentimentalist would have proven correct in the end.

One more cliche, that's happened a few times on the show: someone gets fed
up with something and shouts "That's enough!" or some such, and the other
people involved do *not* stop.  Example: Sinclair telling the PsiCops
(twice, no less) to stop scanning Talia.  Kirk would NEVER have shouted
"that's enough" and been ignored, no matter who he was shouting to.  (And
it's not because Kirk has more of the Voice Of Command; the way Sinclair
got past Lianna's guard into the infirmary shows he knows how to give an
order.)

In a sense, each of these is a question to which the answer is never given
in other SF TV.  None of these exchanges would ever happen on any other
show I can think of; that is, the first half happens regularly, but the
realistic resolution or reply never happens.  Can anyone else pick out any
other examples like this?

Frank Perricone
perricone@wsyd.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 05:05:08 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Your favorite SF...

   Oh, man...my favorite SF?  Can I broaden this out to include the
alternative, Speculative Fiction, and toss some other stuff in as well?
 
   Loved the Foundation books, the Lensman series by Doc Smith, Stranger in
a Strange Land...a lot of Eric Frank Russell's work (especially Men,
Martians and Machines), lots of Matheson's work, everything by Ellison
(natch), much of Bradbury's early work (R is for Rocket, Martian
Chronicles, Dandelion Wine, Golden Apples of the Sun)...I suppose when you
come down to it, my favorite reading has generally been in the mainstream
of SF; I've tried to get into the cyberpunk stuff, and enjoy a little of
it, but the whole field just seems a trifle cold for my tastes.
 
   I reread Pat Frank's "Alas Babylon" every couple of years just to savor
it; same with Lord of the Rings.  Tried "Dune" and got through the first
book but not the rest.  Seen one sandworm, seen 'em all.  Probably the only
author I make it a point to seek out as soon as a new title hits the stands
is Jonathan Carroll, who if you don't know his work I commend to you
*highly*.  He's a contemporary dark fantasist, and nothing short of
absolutely *brilliant*.  His first book, "The Land of Laughs," which may be
found at some libraries, still puts me away.  "Bones of the Moon" was also
terrific.  The next two weren't quite up to the first two, but still very
good.  Just bought his latest, "From the Teeth of Angels," and plan to
start reading as soon as time allows.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 05:36:47 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5

   So far working on season two: me, Larry DiTillio, DC Fontana, and
Harlan's turning his attention to his script.  Will be farming out some
others as we go.  Will probably write for year two about what I wrote for
this season, 12 or so.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 14:30:33 GMT
From: davel@cimage.com (Dave Limbaugh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mind War Rerun: Changed Scene

In case you haven't heard, JMS has stated that a scene in Mind War would be
changed for the rerun.  Someone else (sorry, lost in the sea of postings)
said it would be the scene where Talia and Sinclair are on the transport
and she talks about "psi-sex".  Don't know if that's true, but you can bet
your .02 that I'm going to record the episode and compare it to the
original (also taped.)

First we had "director's cut", now we have "director's rerun".  What a
great idea to get people to watch the reruns - imagine if every episode had
some small changes.  (Whoa - I hope the execs at PTEN don't think of
this.)  :)

Dave Limbaugh
davel@cimage.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 03:53:38 GMT
From: daberg@leland.stanford.edu (David A Bergman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mind War Rerun: Changed Scene

I believe someone said that the only change is a major CGI change when you
could see a star through Ironheart's ship.

Of course, I could be wrong.

Aaron

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 14:30:00 GMT
From: ds485@cleveland.freenet.edu (Alan Randolph Holland, Jr.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Is B5 SF?

Given the recent episodes such as "Believers", "By Any Means Necessary",
and "TKO" I am quickly coming to the conclusion that B5, far from being
science fiction, is simply a standard TV drama with people in funny masks.
Clothing styles are about the same (note the rabbi's 20th century suit and
Ivanova's off-duty clothing), technology is about the same (except for
interstellar flight - a big one I'll admit), story lines and character
drives are about the same, in fact so much is the same as a lot of recent
TV shows that I'd expect to find these same scripts (with less odd names)
show up on standard TV dramatic fare.  What gives?  Where are the great SF
concepts and stories promised when the show began?  Where will the SF
audience go if they come to the same conclusion?

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 17:31:35 GMT
From: t_aylesworth@lfs.loral.com (Thomas H. Aylesworth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Is B5 SF?

ds485@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Alan Randolph Holland, Jr.) writes:
>Given the recent episodes such as "Believers", "By Any Means Necessary",
>and "TKO" I am quickly coming to the conclusion that B5, far from being
>science fiction, is simply a standard TV drama with people in funny masks.
>Clothing styles are about the same (note the rabbi's 20th century suit and
>Ivanova's off-duty clothing), technology is about the same (except for
>interstellar flight - a big one I'll admit), story lines and character
>drives are about the same, in fact so much is the same as a lot of recent
>TV shows that I'd expect to find these same scripts (with less odd names)
>show up on standard TV dramatic fare.  What gives?  Where are the great SF
>concepts and stories promised when the show began?  Where will the SF
>audience go if they come to the same conclusion?

First of all, if it takes place in the future, that is all I need to
consider it Science Fiction.  As for "where are the great SF concepts and
stories", well, how about "Soul Hunter", "Infection", "Mind War", "And the
Sky Full of Stars", "Deathwalker", and "Signs and Portents"?  These are the
ones that I would say have plots that deals very much with "traditional"
science fiction.  There has not been a single episode so far, however,
that, IMO, did not have some SF element.

I am surprised by all of the complaints that B5 is not "real" SF.  It makes
me wonder how many of you consider stories by other science fiction writers
to be not "real" science fiction.  JMS has already mentioned "A Canticle
for Liebowitz" - one of my favorite stories - in addition, many of the
Asimov mysteries had only a science fiction backdrop; "Stranger in a
Strange Land" had a Martian as the main character, but other than that was
more a story about love/relationships among very different people; even
most of the original Star Treks used futuristic backdrops to tell stories
that were analogies for current events.  And to me, that is what it is all
about - using fantastic settings as a way to provide a certain amount of
freedom in telling stories that relate to us in the here and now.

Another thing is that, by the definitions I have seen used here, "good"
science fiction TV must include things like "Lost In Space" and "Buck
Rogers" - which used futuristic technology as the main parts of the story,
since they had no real story to tell.

Well, for me, B5 is one of the absolute best science fiction shows ever on
television.  You all can keep "Lost In Space" and "Buck Rogers" - this is
one member of "the SF audience" who is staying glued to WDCA at 8 pm every
Wednesday for as long as B5 is in that timeslot.

Thomas Aylesworth
Space Processor Software Engineering
Loral Federal Systems
Manassas, VA 
t_aylesworth@lfs.loral.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 18:05:12 GMT
From: pgf@srl06.cacs.usl.edu (Phil G. Fraering)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Is B5 SF?

ds485@cleveland.Freenet.Edu (Alan Randolph Holland, Jr.) writes:
> Given the recent episodes such as "Believers", "By Any Means Necessary",
> and "TKO" I am quickly coming to the conclusion that B5, far from being
> science fiction, is simply a standard TV drama with people in funny
> masks.

Yah, the aliens in Believers didn't seem alien to me at all, they just
reminded me of all the other People Of The Egg I met while growing up...

pgf@srl03.cacs.usl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 20:49:49 GMT
From: smith@comm.mot.com (Jeff Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Is B5 SF?

Do you really think that situations and "drives" involving humans hundreds
of years from now will be so very very different from the here-and-now?
For that matter, do you think they were so different hundreds of years ago?
I don't think so!  Sounds like you're more interested in either the space
opera drivel that was so prominent in the early heyday of SF, or perhaps
the snow-the-audience-with-techno-bullshit-and-formulae-and-hope-they-
don't-notice-the-utter-lack-of-interesting-plot?  JMS has stated so many
times that he refuses to be pigeonholed into any one narrow definition of
SF that I really can't believe you bothered to post that.  I, for one, am
glad that, in the midst of what I consider to be a very grand and
mysterious story, we have characters, both human and alien, who are
actually quite recognizable as people.

Jeff D. Smith
Software Engineer
Motorola Inc.
ejs018@comm.mot.com

------------------------------
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Date: 7 Jun 94 09:18:46 GMT
From: lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A.A. Attanasio & the Radix Tetrad

Each of the past two weeks I've flown to the midwest and back (to Chicago
and Minneapolis for a funeral and a wedding, respectively) and thus had
some time to while a way.  Bored in the terminal, squashed in the airplane,
and time-lagged in the hotel, I managed to read several SF novels I've had
lying around for a while.

One of these was Iain Banks' _Consider Phlebas_, which has gotten much
praise here.  I enjoyed the book, though I'm a little uncertain about the
what meaning Banks intended Horza's odyssey to have.  Also, given her
centrality, I would think Banks would have given Balveda a bit more depth.
Question: who or what was Phlebas?

The book I wanted to talk about at a little length here is _Radix_ by A.A.
Attanasio.  Like _Consider Phlebas_, _Radix_ is about a journey.  But
whereas in the former the action centers on the protagonist's struggles to
overcome the obstacles standing between him and a fixed goal, in the latter
the main character begins with no goal and only very slowly allows
enlightenment and destiny to be thrust upon him.

In _Radix_, Sumner Kagan lives in a world which has seen The-End-Of-The-
World-As-We-Know-It.  A future bombardment of the Earth by a special kind
of radiation had destroyed today's cities and split humanity into three
parts: normal humans, distorts, and voors.  The distorts are mutants of one
sort or another.  Voors are distorts who have special powers - mostly
telepathy but, are distinguished even more by the fact that they have souls
rooted elsewhere.

Actually, everyone has a soul (or a "kha", here) which has taken its turns
on the wheel of life.  Sumner Kagan's kha has only just stepped up from the
animal world, whereas Corby, the voorish son he fathers, has deep roots as
a voor on the voor home world.  When Sumner's deadly pranks - luring thugs
and thiefs who have crossed him to loathsome deaths, lead him into trouble
with the facist police who maintain order and genetic purity, he embarks on
a series of adventures which totally transform him from a soft and selfish
youth without a purpose into a hardbody man of wisdom who must ultimately
save humanity from the domination of an insane dictator.

Attanasio explains in an appendix that _Radix_ and its successors are SF
retellings of Vedantic allegories.  While this invocation of Hinduism
recalls Zelazny's wonderful _Lord of Light_, Attanasio isn't especially
interested in the pantheon of gods to which Zelazny devoted his attention.
Instead, his focus is on human individuals.  Attanasio's protagonists are
really everyman, he says, asking the eternal questions "who am I" and "what
is my place in the universe?"

His answers come in a mix of Hindu philosophy (hybridized with other
eastern traditions) and questionable physics (at least the physics looked
questionable to me - I'd appreciate hearing from somebody who read the
book and actually knows).

In the end, I don't think that Attanasio's attempt to tell a modern story
and an ancient story simultaneously entirely succeeds.  Sumner's adventures
and his many transformations are the heart of the book, and they are
generally interesting and involving.  Unfortunately, not only do these
transformations seem a bit unlikely, but they also tend to get repetitious
and boring as the book progresses.  So too do explanations of Earth's
plight or statements about how everything is connected get repetitious and
boring after a while.

Despite Attanasio's intentions, Sumner's story drives the first 250 pages
or so of this moderately long (446) novel.  The last 100 pages or so,
though, seem to have been possessed by the earlier Vedantic stories.  In
these later parts of the book, it becomes obvious that coherence is being
sacrificed for faithfulness to ancient texts.  While I admire his attempt
to expose a new audience to many worthwhile ideas, at times the book almost
seems like a religious tract.  Because of this, I recommend _Radix_, but
with reservations.

One other problem that I have with _Radix_ is with Sumner's connection to
death.  While in later parts of the book he is described as being full of
love of life, in reality he consistently expresses a longing for death.
Not only does he long for death himself, but he kills, kills, and kills
again.  This seems a bit contradictory to me.

Has anybody read the other books in the "Tetrad"?  I'd be interested in
knowing how the later books compare with _Radix_ in quality.

Michael Lichter
UCLA Department of Sociology
lichter@nicco.sscnet.ucla.edu
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Date: 7 Jun 94 08:09:20 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Greg Bear:Moving Mars

Greg Bear: Moving Mars

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

When I first heard the title of this book, I figured that it must be about
a gigantic engineering project to move the planet Mars.  But after reading
the dust-jacket blurb and the first hundred pages, I decided it must be
called that for a different reason.  Perhaps it was the population of Mars
that was "moving".  While not trying to spoil anything...my first
impression was fairly close.

The book takes a long time to really get moving.  The first half is devoted
to how the main character, Casseia Majumdar, first gets involved with a
student protest against the first unified Martian government (which doesn't
last too long), then falls in love with a young physicist named Charles
Franklin but decides she doesn't want to marry him, and finally goes to
Mars as part of a diplomatic mission.  This is all buildup for the second
half of the book, and IMHO goes on too long.

Upon Casseia's return from Earth, she's beginning to realize that Earth is
somehow scared of Mars, or something Mars might be able to do...and that
something is linked with the research project Charles is involved with.
She gets involved with another attempt at a unified Martian government,
this one more successful, and ends up as Vice President.

Then she finds out what Charles has been working on, and all hell breaks
loose.

A bit less at the beginning and a bit more at the end would have been nice,
but the second half of the book leaves little to be desired.  It compares
favourably to _The Moon Is A Harsh Mistress_, with which there are
nontrivial similarities, and my pulse was pounding right to the very end.

In all, a great book, but a bit off in the pacing.  It will rank high on my
Hugo ballot, but not at the top.

Author:     Bear, Greg
Title:      Moving Mars
Publisher:  Tor
City:       New York
Date:       November 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-312-85515-X
Pages:      448 pp.
Comments:   Hardcover

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 04:40:35 GMT
From: 71443.1447@compuserve.com (David E Romm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BESTER: Deceivers (The Stars My Destination

BRADHAMP@cofc.EDU wrote:
> Since reading 'the Demolished Man' by Alfred Bester, I've been trying to
> pick up his books in 2nd hand stores. I came across one called 'the
> Deceivers',which had something like 'the only true successor to The Stars
> My Destination' on the front cover; is Deceivers a sequel to TSMD? are
> they related in anyway? or are all of his books stand alone novels?

I don't believe it's a sequel.  A 'successor', because Bester quit writing
novels (to be fiction editor at Holiday magazine, if memory serves) for
nearly two decades, and finally wrote one.  Personally, I think TSMD is
brilliant (and told him so), and his collection, 'Star Light, Star Bright'
(which was itself a combination of two collections) is terrific.  DM is
good, and his other stuff is good... but he'll be forever enshrined for
having wriiten Green Lantern's oath: "In the brightest day, in the darkest
night, no evil shall escape my sight.  Beware my power, Green Lantern's
Light!"

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 11:56:33 GMT
From: johannes@imec.be (Peter Johannes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BESTER: Deceivers (The Stars My Destination

BRADHAMP@cofc.EDU wrote:
>Since reading 'the Demolished Man' by Alfred Bester, I've been trying to
>pick up his books in 2nd hand stores. I came across one called 'the
>Deceivers',which had something like 'the only true successor to The Stars
>My Destination' on the front cover; is Deceivers a sequel to TSMD? are
>they related in anyway? or are all of his books stand alone novels?

They are not really related, but maybe the Deceivers are placed in the same
universe, much earlier.

The title is quite misleading, the deceivers only appear in the last few
pages.

Peter
johannes@imec.be

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 21:16:46 GMT
From: Graham@drdee.demon.co.uk (Graham Ashley Roeves)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: James Blish Query

I have just finished reading "After Such Knowledge" (even with the
horrifying mess Legend made of the page sequences). I read in the bio of
one of his short story collections ("Anytime") that he was working on a
history of witchcraft. Is anyone aware that he finished the book?

On a similar theme, I'd also be interested to hear of any recommendations
on books which deal with "realistic" accounts of alchemy, sorcery, etc.. I
would include "Black Easter" at the start of my personal list, and perhaps
mention a few other titles like John Crowley's "Aegypt" and Peter Ackroyd's
"The House of Dr Dee".

Thanks in advance of your replies.

Graham Roeves

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 18:29:36 GMT
From: ROBERTS@decus.ca (Rob Slade)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Future Crime" by Bova

Author:     Bova, Ben
Title:      Future Crime
Publisher:  Tom Doherty Associates, Inc.
City:       New York
Date:       1990
Order Info: ISBN 0-812-53241-4
Comments:   paperback, US$4.95
 
49 West 24 Street
New York, NY  10010
"Future Crime", Bova, 1990, 0-812-53241-4, U$4.95/C$5.95
 
I figured that a book of short stories with this kind of title would *have*
to have one on malware, or data security, or forensic computing, right?
 
Well, maybe.
 
The final story in the book, "Escape," does deal with some aspects of data
security in an "escape-proof" prison run by a computer.  It's actually
pretty good, with some social engineering, a little (very little) hacking,
some backup systems, some spoofing of identification systems.  The final
plan boils down to pulling the plug on the computer: a crude hack, perhaps,
but effective.
 
For the rest, well, it's surprising to see a book of stories by a supposed
"hard" science fiction author which has so little to do with actual
science, or technology.
 
copyright Robert M. Slade, 1994
Vancouver Institute for Research into User Security
Canada V7K 2G6
ROBERTS@decus.ca
Robert_Slade@sfu.ca
rslade@cue.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 21:30:47 GMT
From: griffith@crl.com (Dave Griffith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Brin and his Uplift novels

djheydt@uclink.berkeley.edu (Dorothy J Heydt) writes:
>Steven Lee <SYSLEE@ELECOM2.watstar.uwaterloo.ca> wrote:
>>Does anyone know if David Brin is planning to write anymore Uplift
>>novels? 
>
>According to a blurb in the new _Locus_, he's currently working on the
>next one, working title _Brightness Reef._ According to the same blurb, he
>writes books in cycles of threes: one big blockbuster, like _Earth_, one
>off-beat like _Glory Season,_ and one Uplift book.  This is so he doesn't
>become locked into one universe.  Never mind how many of us wish he
>*would.*

Sorry, I'll take _Earth_ or _The Postman_ over the Uplift novels any day.
Uplift is fun, and has neat aliens, and undoubtedly goes a long way toward
making Brin's house payments, but Brin's blockbusters are something else
entirely.

Dave Griffith
griffith@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 03:03:58 GMT
From: churchyh@sneezy.cc.utexas.edu (Henry Churchyard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Brin and his Uplift novels

Dave Griffith <griffith@crl.com> wrote:
>Sorry, I'll take _Earth_ or _The Postman_ over the Uplift novels any day.
>Uplift is fun, and has neat aliens, and undoubtedly goes a long way toward
>making Brin's house payments, but Brin's blockbusters are something else
>entirely.

I haven't read _Earth_, but I'll have to disagree on _Postman_ vs.  Uplift.
_Postman_ is interesting, even somewhat deep, for the first two thirds, but
then really degenerates, with the feminists shaming the bioenhanced
supermachos into action, or whatever his sorry excuse for a plot had become
by that point.  The Uplift novels maintain a pretty consistent interest all
the way through, and they're less superficial than a lot of stuff out
there, and you can tell he enjoyed writing them too, so it's a bit too much
to call them the Perry Rhodan of the 1980's or whatever.  My problem is
that they're just too damn tantalising - three thick books, and there's
still too much we don't know.  Anyway, if he wants me hooked and anxiously
awiting the next one, then he's succeeded.

Henry Churchyard
churchyh@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 08:42:24 GMT
From: dtravel@crl.com (James Gassaway)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Brin and his Uplift novels

>According to a blurb in the new _Locus_, he's currently working on the
>next one, working title _Brightness Reef._ According to the same blurb, he
>writes books in cycles of threes: one big blockbuster, like _Earth_, one
>off-beat like _Glory Season,_ and one Uplift book.  This is so he doesn't
>become locked into one universe.  Never mind how many of us wish he
>*would.*

When did he change the title to _Brightness Reef_?  Last I knew (admittedly
this was a few years ago) the working title for the next Uplift book was
_Sooners_.  The story line was going to involve races and individuals who
"jumped the gun" on the planned Oxygen-breathers/Hydrogen-breathers
migration, called "Sooners", hence the title.  Anyone know anything more
about this?

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 16:16:36 GMT
From: dtrg@st-andrews.ac.uk (David Thomas Richard Given)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Brin and his Uplift novels

>Sorry, I'll take _Earth_ or _The Postman_ over the Uplift novels any day.
>Uplift is fun, and has neat aliens, and undoubtedly goes a long way toward
>making Brin's house payments, but Brin's blockbusters are something else
>entirely.

I've never read _The Postman_, but have heard it's not brilliant, but I
have read _Earth_. Brilliant book. One of the best I've ever read; I think
it ranks right up the top along with _The Mote in God's Eye_. But I'm still
waiting for _Brightness Reef_ to come out... I mean, the number of loose
ends...! _What_ does happen to Creideiki and co. on Kithrup? _When_ is the
_Streaker_ going to get back, and what's the reaction? What's all the
business about Thennanin diplomat's (damn, can't remember his name)
experiences with the hydrogen breathers? And then there's the Solarians...

(By the way, has anybody noticed that _Sundiver_ has got all the hackneyed
SF elements in it - aliens who can shoot lasers out of their eyes, talking
plants, twenty-mile-high towers, spaceships falling into the sun, the all-
wise Galactic Federation, Invaders from Outer Space - done in such a way
that you *don't notice?*)

dtrg@st-andrews.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 15:53:10 GMT
From: Erich=Hurst%Mfg=Sys%IM=Hou@bangate.compaq.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: Michael Crichton

rn314s363@blackout.sim.es.com (Russell Nagle) writes:
>What has happened to Michael Crichton? He was such a rad writer, Jurassic
>Park was rad.  Then he wrote Rising Sun, That's not his style! He needs to
>write another good Sci-Fi - none of this sexual harassment stuff!

Michael Crichton?  A sci-fi author?  To my knowledge, he's only written
three novels which could be considered sf - THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN, SPHERE,
and JP, which is only 1/4 or 1/3 of his total bibliography.  I wouldn't
consider him a sci-fi author.  I consider him a "mainstream" author who
writes some sci-fi once in a while.

If you liked JP that much, give these other two Crichton sci-fi novels a
chance.  But I don't think either of them will measure up to JP in your
eyes.

Btw, you didn't mention whether you read RISING SUN or not.  I thought it
was a thoroughly entertaining book.  A murder mystery with a lot of plot
twists, a showcase for high-tech video equipment, and a pretty good study
of a foreign culture.  Should appeal to a lot of sci-fi readers.

Erich Hurst
Compaq Computer Corporation
Houston, Texas

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Farmer & Feist & Foster (3 msgs) & Gaskell &
                   Greeno & Hamilton (3 msgs) & Hogan & Kay &
                   McCrumb (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 08:09:30 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Retrograde Reviews--Philip Jose Farmer:The Other Log of Phileas Fogg

Philip Jose Farmer: The Other Log of Phileas Fogg

A Retrograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

This book is somewhat after the style of Farmer's Doc Savage and Tarzan
novels.  As the title implies, it concerns itself with the protagonist of
Verne's _Around The World In 80 Days_, with the premise that the story did,
for the most part, take place as Verne described.  It even goes so far as
to come up with explanations for things that were most likely just
sloppiness on Verne's part.

The simple explanation for most of these anomalies is just that Fogg is on
one side of a long way between the Eridaneans and the Capellans on Earth.
There are, actually, very few of the original alien races left, but the
humans they've raised consider themselves equivalent.  Each side paints the
other as horrors, and claims that once they rid the world of the others,
they can bring Earth to a golden age.  (One is not necessarily convinced of
their sincerity, though.)

Fogg himself, his 'man' James Forster, Forster's replacement Passepartout,
Andrew Stuart (Fogg's whist partner and the one who proposes the eighty-day
jaunt), and Aouda (the woman they rescue in India) are all Eridaneans.
Fix, the detective who attempts to arrest Fogg for the robbery he allegedly
committed before his departure, is a Capellean.  His master behind the
scenes (whom Verne does not mention in _80 Days_, but in another of his
novels) is the Capellean Captain Nemo.

The events in _80 Days_ are not altered appreciably - the premise is that
Verne was, for the most part, telling the truth.  They are summarized for
those who haven't read the book (I confess, I myself have only seen the TV
version), but most of the meat of the story takes place while Verne assumed
his characters are sleeping or engaged in other harmless activities.

It's a diverting tale, especially if one has read the original book, but
that isn't entirely necessary.  If you're a fan of Captain Nemo, then you
may not like the picture this book paints of him, but this edition, at
least, includes an essay by H.W. Starr, a Baker Street Irregular, whose
thesis is that Sherlock Holmes's nemesis Professor Moriarty is none other
than Captain Nemo at a later age.

It may not be in the front rank of Farmer's fiction, but it's readable.
Were I to rank it on a scale of ten, I'd give it about a 6.5.

Author:     Farmer, Philip Jose
Title:      The Other Log of Phileas Fogg
Publisher:  Daw Books
City:       New York
Date:       1973
Pages:      191 pp.
Comments:   Paperback, USD0.95
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Date: 7 Jun 94 04:22:36 GMT
From: 71443.1447@compuserve.com (David E Romm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

button@illuminati.io.com wrote:
>>Another very large influence on these books was M.A.R. Barker's _Empire
>>of the Petal Throne_ books.  A friend of mine describes the _Riftwar_
>>books as "Your D&D campaign being invaded by your Empire of the Petal
>>Throne campaign."  
>
>   There is a mini-flamewar on this subject in the Tekumel archives at the
> wings.micro.wmn.edu ftp site.  According to it, Mr. Feist denies any
> connection between his and Barker's work, and is sick and tired of being
> asked about it.
> 
>   The discussion mentions a number of the alledged similarities.  I can't
> comment myself, not having read Mr. Feist's work.

I've never read the book, but I was there when various gamers spent a fair
amount of time talking Prof. Barker out of suing.  My argument was,
'imitation is the sincerest form of flattery'.  Whatever, he didn't sue.
On the other hand, he stopped writing Tekumel books.  At the minimum, Feist
owes Barker an acknowledgement that he was paying homage to him.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 21:38:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alan Dean Foster: Humanx

I enjoyed the Humanx Commonwealth stories a lot when I first read them some
years ago; read the Flinx stories and went on to read as many of the others
as I could find.  _Midworld_ and _Sentenced to Prism_ were the best of the
ones I read.  More recently, I found _Bloodhype_ and read it and did not
enjoy it all that much.  Perhaps my tastes have changed, or maybe it is not
as good as his others?

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 13:53:55 GMT
From: jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alan Dean Foster: Humanx

"Bloodhype" is definitely the worst of the six Flinx books - the others are
far better.

Jim Lahue
Power Personal Systems, IBM
jlahue@vnet.ibm.com
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Date: 7 Jun 94 16:18:42 GMT
From: dtrg@st-andrews.ac.uk (David Thomas Richard Given)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alan Dean Foster: Humanx

Jim Lahue <jlahue@vnet.ibm.com> wrote:
>"Bloodhype" is definitely the worst of the six Flinx books - the others
>are far better.

The style's completely different from the generally light-hearted style in
the other Flinx books. I won't say it's worse, none of them are Great
Literature, but I didn't enjoy it very much.

dtrg@st-andrews.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 09:05:17 GMT
From: B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gaskell

Jane Gaskell's first book (reading it now) is _Strange Evil_, written when
she was only 14 (in 1955) and published by Hutchinson in 1957.  She seems
to have been a bit of a prodigy, travelling extensively, reading widely and
educated at home. Unusually for prodigies, she was useless at mathematics.
Apart from the _Atlan Saga_, I only have one of her other books, a dreadful
60s pop culture novel called _All Neat in Black Stockings_.  Clute
_Encyclopaedia_ owners can no doubt tell us more.

Barry Traish
93 Stanningley Road
Armley, Leeds LS12 3NW UK
B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 14:13:59 GMT
From: aeb@saltfarm.bt.co.uk (Tony Bass)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gail Greeno ? (slight spoilers)

nationsr@agcs.com (Robert J. Nations) writes:
> The Author is Gail Greeno (I think).  The book is the second book in a
> set.  I do not remember the full title but the set has something to do
> with a creature called a ghatti.  The ghatti seem to work with people
> called Seekers.
> 
> The story looks like it deals with mind control in some form.

   The Ghatti's Tale Part 1   Finders, Seekers
   Mind-Speaker's Call        The Ghatti's Tale Part 2

Much of the first part is seen from the viewpoint of Doyce Marbon, dreams
and memories as well as present tense, and side lighting from Khar's
perception of Doyce.  Yes, the mind-links are an important part of the
story.  A rather low-key sad atmosphere.  Reactions may depend on whether
the reader takes to Doyce.  I enjoyed it.

Part 2 moves to a wider scene of national politics in a way I had not
anticipated.  There seemed to be a few gaps that the story skipped over.
Only gradually did I come to realise that Doyce's view of the world had
been somewhat limited and conditioned, and the expansion is done well, but
not at all the same flavour as the first part.

Feline character shows clearly.

A third book is indicated for the future, and I wait with interest.

Tony Bass
MLB 3/19, BT Laboratories
Martlesham Heath, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP5 7RE
aeb@saltfarm.bt.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 23:26:51 GMT
From: dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu (David Empey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edmond Hamilton?

button@illuminati.io.com writes:
>  _The Man Who Awoke_.  reprinted 10 years or so ago.  
>
I thought this was by Lawrence Manning?

Dave Empey

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 02:45:15 GMT
From: donh@netcom.com (Don Harlow)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edmond Hamilton?

Does no one out there remember _The Haunted Stars_? _The City at World's
End_? For God's sake, _The Star Kings_, aka _Beyond the Moon_ in its
paperback incarnation?

Hamilton _could_ write in the new age, and those stories showed it (though
both of the latter first appeared in the later pulps). If he had lived, he,
like Williamson, would, I think, have made the ultimate transition fairly
easily. And, like Williamson, he would have kept, and shared, his sense of
wonder.

I still remember my father going to see _Star Wars_ right after it came out
and, seeing Chewbacca the Wookie engineer, crying out: "Gorr Holl!" Gorr
Holl was one of the characters in _The City at World's End_.

Don Harlow
donh@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 03:48:10 GMT
From: hbjou001@huey.csun.edu (richardg grayson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edmond Hamilton?

John Carrico (temujin@u.washington.edu) wrote:
> I've just finished re-reading E. Hamilton's "Starwolf", c. 1968.  Great
> straight-forward action; I really enjoyed it. I've been looking, but I
> haven't been able to find anything else by him. Does anyone know anything
> more about him?

   Why certainly...  Hamilton wrote quite extensively from the '20s to the
'60s, beginning with Weird Tales.  I am planning to work on a bibliography
of Hamilton for a future issue of my fanzine (have not begun printing yet),
and I'll be including one of Frank Belknap Long in the first issue.

   Here are several paperback titles which you may want to seek out,
publisher noted in parenthesis:

_The Star of Life_ (Crest)
_Doomstar_ (Belmont)
_The Valley of Creation_ (Crest)
_Crashing Suns_ (Ace)
_Outside the Univese_ (Ace)
_The Haunted Stars_ (Pyramid)
_The Sun Smasher_ (Ace) 
_The Valley of Creation_ (Lancer & Galaxy)
_The Star Kings_ (a.k.a. _Beyond the Moon_ -- Signet, Paperback Library)
_Return to the Stars_ (Sequel to _The Star Kings_ -- Lancer, Magnum)
_What's It Like Out There? And other Stories_ (Ace)

   Also, Hamilton wrote over 3/4 of the Captain Future tales for that pulp
and the Thrilling pulps (Startling Stories and Thrilling Wonder Stories),
some under pseudonyms.  The Captain Future novels were published in
paperback by Popular Library in 1967-1968.

   Hamilton's wife, author Leigh Brackett, edited the collection _The Best
of Edmond Hamilton_, which was published first in a Science Fiction Book
Club edition, and later appeared as a Del Rey paperback.

   Best of luck in unearthing these forgotten items.

P.M. Grayson
hbjou001@huey.csun.edu
perryg@pro-palmtree.socal.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 04:34:54 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hogan

I'm not really a Hogan fan (I've read _Voyage to Yesteryear_ and, I think,
_The Genesis Machine_.  Maybe one other.  I believe I have _Thrice Upon a
Time_ lying around somewhere, and I also have _Entoverse_.  Basically, I
know people who like Hogan, and they keep giving me copies of his books.  I
read them, I get annoyed, I sell them to a used bookstore.  At any rate, I
haven't read _Entoverse_ yet, primarily because it hurts my eyes to look at
it.  I haven't even successfully read the back cover.

I'll put up with raised lettering and stuff, but neon colors are evil.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 14:13:33 GMT
From: bell@rock.enet.dec.com (Shane L. Bell - So many books so little time)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Guy Gavriel Kay (Read his works!!)

   I just finished Song of Arbonne by Guy Gavriel Kay last night.  I
thoroughly enjoyed it.  It was an amazingly crafted novel in my opinion,
tying all its threads together it very well done package.
   I've read the Fionavar Tapestry and while I enjoyed it I wasn't sure it
lived up to the hype I'd heard about it.  However Tigana and A Song of
Arbonne have me hooked on Mr. Kay's works and I can't wait for the next
one.
   So does anyone know what he's working on next?

Shane L. Bell
bell@rock.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 13:27:28 GMT
From: dfbaker@panix.com (Debra Fran Baker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

We (my husband and I) read both books.  "Bimbos" was funny, and she did get
a lot of things right, but when she exaggerated for humor's sake, she did
so in the most insulting direction - all the fen were either unemployed or
had some meaningless job like supermarket manager (not that that IS a
meaningless job, it's just that it implies that fen have no ambition at
all.), or they were unredeemed or redeemable nerds.  Many were portrayed as
overweight, especially the women - except that the female lead was
*formerly* overweight, but she's all right now.  The filkers were ignorant
of the origins of their songs (right, sure!) and sang them in hotel rooms.
That leads me to wonder just when it was that McCrumb last attended a
convention - APA's are photocopied now, not mimeographed, and filkers have
been using conference rooms for a long time, or so I believe.

"Zombies" was strange.  I could definitely detect some affection for the
old-timers, but there was also a sense that they wasted their lives - that
they never did anything to reach their goal of changing the world.
However, how many of the current crop of engineers, scientists and
astronauts grew up reading science fiction?  Just because the Futurians
never reached the stars doesn't mean that they didn't speed the process a
little.

Debbie Baker
dfbaker@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 02:18:33 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  Zombies of the Gene Pool

Well, I've read BIMBO'S and truey loved it.  I've been a fantasy and SF fan
all my life, and have been to several Worldcon's, many regional conventions
in Texas, World Fantasy, and was even an office for 3 years at a local con.
Hell, I'm even married to a fantasy writer now.  While McCrumb was mean
spirited and vindictive in her book, it still struck me as being right on
target in regards to cons and fans.  Yes, many fans are quite successful in
the real world, I have a friend who is a dedicated SF fan and filker who is
also an engineer who works on the Shuttle program at Nasa, another who is a
successful anthropologist, etc., but still, I have seen countless fans that
fit those unflatteringly protrayed in the book (heck, I was even one myself
for many years, maybe still am.  I even performed a marriage ceremony at a
large convention last year).  I found the book hilarious, though a bit sad
by the end, since she had so correctly skewered so many true stereotypes.
The funniest part for me was the drawing of the Scottish folksinger.  He
looked exactly like a friend who does filking, he even admitted the
resemblance.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 13:34:41 GMT
From: ahrvid@linnea-grind.stacken.kth.se (Ahrvid Engholm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  Zombies of the Gene Pool

katie@physics2 (Katie Schwarz) writes:
>Where Marion, the English professor, says the con-goers (in BIMBOS OF
>THE DEATH SUN) are like "sheep huddled together with their backs to
>the wind,"

And what's wrong with saying that? Sometimes when I go to a con I feel that
such a description has some merits.

>level-headed, in touch with reality, "straight" point of view. All the
>jokes about fans famous for being fans (who are really hospital

I know some fans who are famous for just being fans.

>custodians), fans so busy putting out newsletters that they haven't
>actually read SF in years, etc.

Between 1978 and 1981 (approximately) I was so busy doing fanzines that I
practically read no sf. This situation happens more often than you think.
(I know others for which this is true too.) So what's wrong with pointing
it out?

>These slams may or may not be fair and accurate, but in my opinion they
>_are_ slams.

Where's your distance to all this? A person who can't see what he or she is
doing in fandom, might be a little bit too involved emotionally.
  Let me tell you about another piece of writing (and I'm sure this might
cause some comments!). One Francis T Laney once wrote a faaan-fiction (with
documentary contents) called "Ah! Sweet Idiocy!". It was all about the
internal quarrel and conspiracies in LASFS (the Los Angeles club of great
fame) in the 40's. Fans were portrayed as absolute idiots, maniacs,
immature teenagers etc.. I read it, and have seldom had so many good
laughs.  It was great! I recognized a lot of the ideas and situations in
it. One of the classic pieces of writing in sf fandom.
  Others didn't like it. They felt insulted. They had no distance to what
they were doing.
  (Unfortunately I don't own a copy of "Ah! Sweet Idiocy!"; I borrowed the
copy I read. If someone has a copy I'd be interested...)
  In my opinion the great thing with fandom is that we allow oddities.
People can be anyone they want in fandom. They can play around with things
in a way that's impossible in the boring mundane world. Fandom is like a
big social experiment.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 14:07:50 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

   Laney is best remembered for his homophobia (an aspect McCrumb wisely
tries to ignore), but but he was also a bully who, like McCrumb, took great
joy in pointing out that some who were admired in fandom were not very
successful outside of fandom, as if this proved that fandom's standards
were no good.  If Laney himself achieved any noticeable nonfannish success,
I have not heard about it.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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		  Books - Kim Stanley Robinson (10 msgs)
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Date: 24 May 94 10:09:45 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: _Red Mars_ by Kim Stanley Robinson

troly@math.ucla.edu (Bret Jolly) posts a lengthy denunciation of Stan
Robinson's RED MARS.  We didn't publish this book, but I'll put a word in
for its defense.

Mr. Jolly charges RED MARS, among other things, bad science.  Not being
much of a Science Guy myself I won't argue with Mr. Jolly's points, though
I will note that it seems awfully unlikely that _all_ the various Science
Guys who vetted the book, including SF people like Charles Sheffield, were
on drugs.  Maybe they were, though.  It could happen.

(Although I've never seen an sf book about which that _someone_ on Usenet
wasn't willing to explain how they could have done the science better.  :^)
)
 
However, I can't help but note that Mr. Jolly's final point, tucked away
behind a SPOILER WARNING picket fence, is entirely a function of his having
overlooked a plot point.

>  When the original 100 colonists arrived at Mars, a group of political
>utopians split off and colonized Phobos.  Near the end of the book it is
>revealed that, in their first year on Phobos, the utopians hollowed it out
>and secretly turned it into a giant rocket.  Ignoring the problem of how
>they did this, *why* they did this remains a mystery.

Why they did this is no mystery at all.  Arkady, their leader, makes it
clear as far back as the _Ares_ that he thinks some kind of violent
confrontation with Earth's power structure will eventually take place.
When the initial colonists are dividing up jobs, quite a bit is made of
Arkady and his people wanting to go to Phobos, despite their personal
desire to be on the surface of Mars, and it doesn't escape the notice of
Phyllis and various others that in "volunteering" for this hardship post,
Arkady & co.  have grabbed a potentially strategic choke point.  And that's
years before the actual revolution breaks out.

My only other observation is that every time Mr. Jolly mentions "saifai" I
briefly think he must mean some Polynesian dish involving pineapples and
pork, but never mind.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 22:23:52 GMT
From: pcrxs@nasagiss.giss.nasa.gov (Robert B. Schmunk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: _Red Mars_ by Kim Stanley Robinson

pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden) wrote:
> troly@math.ucla.edu (Bret Jolly) posts a lengthy denunciation of Stan
> Robinson's RED MARS.  We didn't publish this book, but I'll put a word in
> for its defense.
> 
> Mr. Jolly charges RED MARS, among other things, bad science.  Not being
> much of a Science Guy myself I won't argue with Mr. Jolly's points,
> though I will note that it seems awfully unlikely that _all_ the various
> Science Guys who vetted the book, including SF people like Charles
> Sheffield, were on drugs.  Maybe they were, though.  It could happen.

Having noted PNH's comments re the review, I went back and read the review
and was a bit miffed to find that although there is quibbling about bad
science in the book, complete with excerpts, the scientific errors are not
actually explained. In other words, although Mr. Jolly points at some
allegedly bad science in the book, he doesn't tell us exactly what is bad
about them. I hope he will.

I'm not saying that Robinson did not screw up (ouch, a double negative!),
but I would point out that Robinson got help (or consulted, or whatever)
from one of the biggest names currently studying Mars, Mike Carr. I also
see Chris McKay's name in the acknowledgments of GREEN MARS. Of course,
like all books, any errors presumably lie with the writer.

Robert B. Schmunk
NASA/Goddard Institute
2880 Broadway
New York, NY 10025 USA

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 15:04:54 GMT
From: troly@redwood.math.ucla.edu (Bret Jolly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: _Red Mars_ by Kim Stanley Robinson

pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden) writes:
[mild SPOILER warning hereby reinserted]
>>  When the original 100 colonists arrived at Mars, a group of political
>>utopians split off and colonized Phobos.  Near the end of the book it is
>>revealed that, in their first year on Phobos, the utopians hollowed it
>>out and secretly turned it into a giant rocket.  Ignoring the problem of
>>how they did this, *why* they did this remains a mystery.
>
>Why they did this is no mystery at all.  Arkady, their leader, makes it
>clear as far back as the _Ares_ that he thinks some kind of violent
>confrontation with Earth's power structure will eventually take place.
>When the initial colonists are dividing up jobs, quite a bit is made of
>Arkady and his people wanting to go to Phobos, despite their personal
>desire to be on the surface of Mars, and it doesn't escape the notice of
>Phyllis and various others that in "volunteering" for this hardship post,
>Arkady & co.  have grabbed a potentially strategic choke point.  And
>that's years before the actual revolution breaks out.

   But this explanation of KSR's is ridiculous.  Once I saw an amateur
story where the Martians, fearing an incursion from Earth, responded by
bringing Phobos crashing down upon their heads.  I thought this was about
the stupidest story-twist I'd seen, but here is KSR, a professional writer,
doing the exact same thing!  If they wanted to destroy the choke point,
they might place explosives under the crucial installations.  Secretly
turning Phobos into a huge rocket during their first year of colonization,
besides being technically unbelievable, makes no sense.

>Mr. Jolly charges RED MARS, among other things, bad science.  Not being
>much of a Science Guy myself I won't argue with Mr. Jolly's points, though
>I will note that it seems awfully unlikely that _all_ the various Science
>Guys who vetted the book, including SF people like Charles Sheffield, were
>on drugs.  Maybe they were, though.  It could happen.

   I wonder how many of the people who gave this book its glowing blurbs
actually read it (as opposed to skimming it as a favor to the author or the
publisher).  As for Sheffield, he is very knowledgeable in some areas of
science, but he has still produced some astonishing gaffes himself.  In
_Between the Strokes of Night_

SPOILER warning

  ...a key plot point is that some characters have all their biological
processes greatly slowed down by a drug treatment.  This, Sheffield assures
us, causes the character's vision to operate at much longer wavelengths!
It's fairly clear that he has no idea of how vision works, and that he
didn't bother to find out, despite its importance to his book.  However,
many of the gaffes in _Red Mars_ should have been obvious to Sheffield, so
I think that either he didn't read the book closely or he decided to praise
it anyway, for diplomatic reasons.

   Incidentally, I strongly recommend Sheffield's marvelous science-spoof
story "The Speed of Lightness."

Bret

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 11:17:47 GMT
From: charless@sco.com (charless)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: _Red Mars_ by Kim Stanley Robinson

Robert Firth <firth@sei.cmu.edu> wrote:
>You know, there is absolutely no excuse for this rubbish.  It took me just
>thirty seconds to look up the statistics on the old Hindenberg.  It was
>240 meters long and had a capacity of 200k m^3.
>
>This "biggest dirigible ever made" is a minnow.

Um, I suspect a semantic error here.

It's worth noting that the Hindenburg, and similar ships, were rigid or
semi-rigid airships - they had an aluminium skeleton enclosing gas bags, or
at least a rigid keel and strings.

The term dirigible is sometimes used more specifically to mean a non-rigid
airship or "blimp".  No, this meaning isn't in Webster's - it's
specialized, and I'm not sure whether it's formal or not, but that's the
context I relate it to.  Non-rigid airships are held in shape by gas
pressure, and by an internal air-filled sac; they lack a skeleton or a
metal keel.  The Goodyear Blimp and Airship Industries A500 and A600
airships are non-rigid airships.

Dirigibles tend to be smaller than semi-rigid airships. The largest I know
of (although I'm not an expert on the field!) were the North Sea Class
dirigibles used by the Royal Navy during the first world war to patrol for
U-boats; I believe they were about 200 feet long.

Charlie
charlie@antipope.demon.co.uk
charless@sco.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 04:04:55 GMT
From: steven@syacus.acus.oz.au (Steven Malikoff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Blue Mars - has it been written yet?

Does anyone know whether the final part of Kim Stanley Robinson's Mars
trilogy, 'Blue Mars' has been written yet?  I'm close to finishing 'Green
Mars' (a real effort to get through, every fifth sentence seems to start
with "So .."  - Nowhere near as good as 'Red Mars' - I think KSR lost it
somewhere, IMO).

Steve Malikoff
steven@syacus.acus.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 06:16:53 GMT
From: ca572@cleveland.freenet.edu (Mark L. Stackpole)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blue Mars - has it been written yet?

   Stan Robinson was interviewed a few weeks ago on Hour 25 - a LA radio
program about SF. He said that "BLue Mars" is still being written. One
thing to keep in mind about the Mars books - they're not really about Mars.
Mars is just a vehicle to illustrate the variations and complexity of Earth
geology.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 21:37:53 GMT
From: CPRLGS@gsucupr.gsu.edu ("Leo Simonetta")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: _Red Mars_ by Kim Stanley Robinson

Thank Heavens!

I thought it was just me.  The bad science (which I can live with) and the
bad writing and cardboard characters made this at times painful to read.
After finishing it (barely) I went back and reread the pages of accolades,
shaking my head and wondering what book it was that they had read.

Leo G. Simonetta
Center for Urban Policy Research
Georgia State University
cprlgs@gsucupr.gsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 16:11:39 GMT
From: leifmk@kari.fm.unit.no (Leif Magnar Kj|nn|y)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: _Red Mars_ by Kim Stanley Robinson

A few days ago, someone (whose name I have forgotten, but I'm sure it was
on this thread) complained bitterly about the dirigible in _Red Mars_ and
stated that there was no way it could possibly fly.  Well, last night I was
a bit bored and had the book at hand for reference, so I did some BOTE work
on it and found the following:

- -The dirigible (yeah, Arrowhead was what it was called, so I guess it was
also shaped sort of like one) was stated as being 100 m long, 120 m across
the wings, and 40 m tall.  The exact volume is not stated, but let's
approximate it as bigger than one 40 * 100 m cylinder and smaller than
three, let's say as large as two such cylinders side by side.  That's about
250 thousand cubic meters.

It doesn't say exactly how heavy it was, but it *is* stated as being
composed of state-of-the-art ultralight materials circa 2030 or so.  I
suppose materials technology at least won't deteriorate over the next 35-40
years.

Slung below the gasbag was a not very roomy passenger compartment and cargo
area.  I guess it could be about the same size as a small minibus, and
surely also composed of as light materials as possible.  Supplies (mostly
recirculated air and water), electromotors and solar panels for the fans,
that's about it in addition to the two passengers and some of those 5-kg
fans (never states how many of those, either, but let's say a couple of
hundred sounds reasonable).

Now, the book did state the atmospheric pressure outside the gasbag as
being twelve millibars.  This is nearly all CO2 (close enough for BOTE
work), and at a somewhat lower temperature than the atmosphere of Earth - I
guess a 20% increase in number of molecules to maintain a given pressure
due to the temperature drop isn't too far off.  (It would be exactly 20%,
if it was an ideal gas and the temperature was around 50 K lower than
Earth).  CO2 has a molecular weight of around 44, as opposed to Earth's O2
+ N2 mix with an average of around 29.  Since Earth's atmosphere has an
avg. density of about 1.22 kg/m^3, Mars' has about 0.022 kg/m^3 given the
above assumptions.  Thus, the gasbag displaces about 5500 kg of Martian
atmosphere, while the hydrogen in it only masses 250 kg, so that the
maximum allowable mass of the whole dirigible plus payload is over 5 tons!

As you can see, it's not exactly able to lift a battleship, but it might
work with sufficiently light materials (and here is where I reach the edges
of my educated guesses - I know very little about present-day materials
technology, not to mention what sort of improvements might be likely or
even possible in three or four decades).  And as you might remember, the
craft was also described as using its solar-powered airscrews to gain a
little bit of additional lift (and/or getting some lift from its
lifting-body shape when moving along at cruising velocity; I don't remember
for sure), and did have trouble staying aloft when the sun was blocked by
the sandstorm.

So, to whoever it was who was complaining about this: It has been said that
those who refuse to do arithmetic are condemned to talk nonsense.  And
you're full of it.

Leif

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 05:09:48 GMT
From: ewodar@unixg.ubc.ca (Erwin Wodarczak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Review: _Red Mars_ by Kim Stanley Robinson

Leo Simonetta (CPRLGS@GSUCUPR.GSU.EDU) wrote:
>I thought it was just me.  The bad science (which I can live with) and the
>bad writing and cardboard characters made this at times painful to read.
>After finishing it (barely) I went back and reread the pages of accolades,
>shaking my head and wondering what book it was that they had read.

I have to disagree with you about "cardboard characters".  With a massive
story-line like in _Red Mars_, you're not going to get much character
development anyway.  But I think Robinson does a far better job of this
than other authors have done in books of similar scope (_Lucifer's Hammer_
is an example that comes to mind).  Also, he does an excellent job of
switching points of view from chapter to chapter.  Each primary character
is shown seeing the world differently - it's not just a matter of
maintaining the same tone/perspective while switching names around.
Heinlein tried something similar in _The Number of the Beast_ (except in
1st person rather than 3rd person), but all we got were 4 Heinleins with
different names.  In _Red Mars_, however, we don't get several different
Robinsons - I, at least, see Frank Chalmers, John Boone, Nadia
Cherneschevsky, et al, and their different perspectives of events and of
each other.  My one regret was that Arkady Bogdanov only got an interlude,
and not a full chapter for himself.

So there! :-)

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 11:29:58 GMT
From: NaKhym@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Green Mars by K S Robinson

Green Mars by Kim Stanley Robinson is the second installment in his Mars
colonization and teraforming trilogy.  The story picks up approximately one
hundred years after the close of Red Mars.  Several new characters, the
ectogene children of Hiroko, are also introduced.

I tend to disagree with the statements I've seen from other reviewers, that
GM is a realistic blueprint for the terraforming of the planet Mars.  The
book is written in a cold style that does make it read like an engineering
document.  However, the time scales seem just too short for this to be an
accurate picture of planetary engineering.  Instead, GM does provide a
reasonably broad and interesting discussion of alternative strategies for
the terraformation of Mars.

KSR is continuing to write a set of obsessive, cold, and somewhat flat
characters.  In RM this seemed to be done to represent the sort of
obsessive over achievers that would be chosen for a Mars colony expedition.
In GM, the surviving members of the First Hundred have had their life spans
extended via a longevity treatment.  The treatment does not work well on
brain tissue, thus recipients maintain 50-80 odd years of memory.  As the
First Hundred are pushing 150, their memories of Earth and the events of RM
have faded and are lost to many.  The First Hundred then travel through the
story like ghosts.  Though they are central figures in leading the events
of GM, in their personal lives they tend to wander in search of connections
they can use to anchor themselves and each other.  The two non-First
Hundred characters are also disassociated, Nirgal by lost love and witness
to death at a young age, and Art by divorce and near enforced
transplantation to Mars by his employer.  The result is a cast of
characters who remain cold and distant from the reader.

GM like RM is a bit over long for the material covered, partially due to
frequent side tracking while the First Hundred vainly search for identity.
All in all, I give the book high marks in spite of its short comings.  For
those who have read and enjoyed RM, GM is smoother and ore consistent read.
GM also provides some extra insights into the events of RM that makes RM a
little easier to swallow.  My only fear is that I'll have to deal with Blue
Mars next year as part of my 1995 Hugo reading.

------------------------------
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Date: 6 Jun 94 14:57:13 GMT
From: petev@gdstech.grumman.com (Peter Venetoklis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Charles Platt

Does anyone know anything about the books _Plasma_ and _Soma_ by Charles
Platt?  I understand they are 'sequels' to the books _Chthon_ and _Phthor_
by Piers Anthony.

Peter Venetoklis
Senior Engineer - Mission Analysis
Northrop Grumman Corporation
petev@gdstech.grumman.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 May 94 21:08:26 GMT
From: jsnead@netcom.com (John R. Snead)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John Shirley: A Splendid Chaos?

Hi, I remember seeing a John Shirley novel in hardcover several years ago,
around 1989.  I believe it was called _A Splendid Chaos_ It involved
several people from Earth wandering into a bar, and wandering out on a very
strange, and rather mutable alien world.  I've never seen this book in
paperback, and haven't seen another copy in hardcover since then.  Does
anyone know if this book will ever see the light of day again, it looked
rather good.

Also, does anyone know if John Shirley the sf author is the same one who
helped write the screenplay for The Crow?

Thanks in advance all.

John
jsnead@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 20:33:19 GMT
From: ccbirch@ruby.indstate.edu (James Jade Birch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hyperion

   Has anyone on this list read the Hyperion series by Dan Simmons?  I
think it's the best SF story ever created.  I'd like to see this adapted on
film or at least animation.

Jade Birch

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 94 05:25:05 GMT
From: scifi@utxvms.cc.utexas.edu (Scott Seibel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hyperion

I agree that the series was great.  I was enraptured by the story, and read
both books in two days.  I don't think that the books would fit real well
to film format, the story being to long, and..  Well, now that I think
about it, it might work, but so many good books have been butchered when
turned into film, that I would be frightened to see it.  As for an animated
film, I would love to see something like that.  If done like _The Hobbit_,
I think it would be a smash.

For those of you who haven't read the books, _Hyperion_ and _Fall of
Hyperion_, I highly recommend them.  You're in for a great read!

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 94 08:59:57 GMT
From: andersmo@ifi.uio.no (Anders Moe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hyperion

   I haven't read "The Fall of ...".Could anyone comment on it as compared
to "Hyperion"?  Thanks in advance.

Anders Moe

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 94 13:21:42 GMT
From: naam@uiuc.edu (Ramez Naam)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hyperion

andersmo@ifi.uio.no (Anders Moe) writes:
>I haven't read "The Fall of ...".Could anyone comment on it as compared to
>"Hyperion"? Thanks in advance.

Fall of Hyperion is a much more confused book than Hyperion, and doesn't
come off quite as slickly as the first one, nor is it quite so
breathtaking, since you've already been exposed to the world.  It is a
*deep* book, though, and it clears up quite a bit of confusion.  It's a
wonderful book, although not as good as the first one.

Ramez Naam
Champaign, IL
naam@uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 04:40:38 GMT
From: adrian@cs.ualberta.ca (Adrian Powell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hyperion

A little tricky to critique Simmon's work - his best can be breathtaking,
far exceeding most that I read (matches Harlan Ellison).  I find _Hyperion_
an incredible book, so _Fall_ suffers in comparison.  I liked the variety
of the stories in _Hyperion_ and the depth to which the characters are
revealed.  _Fall_ misses this, and leaves the characters largely alone, to
my annoyance.  I think it is a book better than most you will find, but it
doesn't compare to _Hyperion_ or _Prayers to Broken Stones_.

Adrian Powell
adrian@cs.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 10:45:45 GMT
From: rgardine@guinevere.st.nepean.uws.edu.au (Rob Gardiner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hyperion

naam@uiuc.edu (Ramez Naam) writes:
>Fall of Hyperion is a much more confused book than Hyperion, and doesn't
>come off quite as slickly as the first one, nor is it quite so
>breathtaking, since you've already been exposed to the world.  It is a
>*deep* book, though, and it clears up quite a bit of confusion.  It's a
>wonderful book, although not as good as the first one.

"... much more confused book ... clears up quite a bit of confusion" ??

I don't think you should value the books separately, since they fit so well
together. The first is all about character development and the second
builds a plot upon it. In fact, I think Fall of Hyperion was the book
Simmons originally set out to write. But I totally agree they are a couple
of the best SF books ever written. Try his other stuff I'm sure you will
like it (And Endymion - Hyperion 3 is being written..:)

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 20:14:53 GMT
From: vek@spacsun.rice.edu (Vincent E. Kargatis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hyperion

I'm just about finished with HYPERION.  I am definitely enjoying it, but I
can't say I'm totally bowled over like many seem to be.  I don't especially
appreciate the blatant Canterbury Tales-like form of the story; Chaucer did
right by it, but it strikes me as a lazy way to get several interesting but
unrelated stories on the page.  They're good stories though, but I'd almost
prefer it as a short story collection in the same universe.  Sometimes the
language seems a bit overly flowery, but that's just a matter of taste.

I'll still start FALL afterwards, though.  

Vincent Kargatis
Space Physics & Astronomy
Rice U.
Houston, TX
vek@spacsun.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 21:43:57 GMT
From: dani@terrazzo.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hyperion

Vincent E. Kargatis <vek@spacsun.rice.edu>:
>I'm just about finished with HYPERION.  I am definitely enjoying it, but I
>can't say I'm totally bowled over like many seem to be.  I don't
>especially appreciate the blatant Canterbury Tales-like form of the story;
>Chaucer did right by it, but it strikes me as a lazy way to get several
>interesting but unrelated stories on the page.

The form you recognize from the Canterbury Tales is actually much more
common than you might think: Both the Decameron and various layers of the
Thousand and One Nights use it, for instance.

You do Simmons a considerable injustice, however, in calling the stories
'unrelated'.  When you read the second book, you'll find out that much of
the background and many of the clues you need to understand what's actually
going on are contained in the first book.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
dani@telerama.lm.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 00:53:53 GMT
From: mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk (Saint Erroneous)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Only Forward" by Michael Marshall Smith

I've just finished reading the above book. Apparently it's MMS's debut
novel, and I'm _very_ impressed. (Published by harpercollins in the UK).

It should be in the "scifi/fantasy crossover" section. There's no blurb
about the book on the (nicely designed black) cover, only a quote from
Clive Barker which, on reflection, sums the book up quite nicely.

The book's written from the 1st person, narrated by "Stark", who initially
seems to be a private detective, but isn't exactly that - he "gets things
done", but in a way that only becomes clear in the 2nd half of the book.
It's a slightly surreal genre-breaking book, with strong characters, some
very clever dialog, and seriously strange ideas.

Anybody out there heard of it? Comments? Insults?

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 04:41:35 GMT
From: alien@acheron.amigans.gen.nz (Ross Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Only Forward" by Michael Marshall Smith

I read it recently, and liked it too. Unfortunately it's the kind of book
where it's difficult to give a more detailed review than "Great!"  without
massive spoilers. :-)

Ross Smith
Wanganui, New Zealand
alien@acheron.amigans.gen.nz
alien@acheron.wanganui.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 09:51:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: S.P. Somtow fans out there?

dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney) writes:
>I liked the Riverrun stuff, and Mallworld. I absolutely *adored* the
>Inquest series, and think it's a (not-so-)minor classic that should be
>forced down

What are the specific titles of the series, and in what order should they
be read?

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 20:14:54 GMT
From: r.furr@genie.geis.com (Rob Furr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: S.P. Somtow fans out there?

Interesting fact of the day: There's a space habitat mentioned repeatedly
in _Mallworld_; it's described as the ultimate trendy place to be.  Weirdly
enough, it's called "Babylon 5."

Go fig.

(And no, Joe didn't steal it. I've already asked him; he went, and I quote,
"Huh," and went on to mention that he wondered why S.P. Somtow, who he
apparently knows, never mentioned this coincidence.)

Rob F.

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 22:37:47 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: S.P. Somtow fans out there?

jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)  writes:
>What are the specific titles of the series, and in what order should they
>be read?

The titles are, in the order of publishing (which is the order they need to
be read in; the first sets up the assumptions of the universe, the second
develops them, the third is sort of a connected series of short stories,
and the fourth is the Dramatic And Climactic Denoument (sp?) ), Light On
The Sound, The Throne Of Madness, Utopia Hunters, and The Darkling Wind.

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 12:43:17 GMT
From: 71443.1447@compuserve.com (David E Romm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: S.P. Somtow fans out there?

dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney) wrote:
> The titles are, in the order of publishing (which is the order they need
> to be read in; the first sets up the assumptions of the universe, the
> second develops them, the third is sort of a connected series of short
> stories, and the fourth is the Dramatic And Climactic Denoument (sp?) ),
> Light On The Sound, The Throne Of Madness, Utopia Hunters, and The
> Darkling Wind.

I thought the first one, The Light On The Sound, was great.  Unfortunately,
the remaining books didn't hold up as well.  Perhaps he knows more about
music than being emperor...

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 23:33:45 GMT
From: jeremy@gallant.apple.com (Jeremy j. b. nguyen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Neal Stephenson (author of _Snow Crash_) miscellany

Someone posted recently asking about Neal Stephenson's next book, and
asking if it was going to be a sequel to _Snow Crash_.

Stephenson has a new book out as of approximately last month.  It's called
_Interface_ and was coauthored with his uncle, who (due to the nature of
his job) prefers to remain anonymous.  The author on the spine is "Stephen
Bury".  They may write more books together using the same pseudonym.

His current novel (the final draft of which went to his editor around a
week or so ago) is likely to be published next spring, under the title _The
Diamond Age_.  It is emphatically not a sequel to anything.

Jeremy Bornstein

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 18:48:46 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Neal Stephenson (author of _Snow Crash_) miscellany

According to a local paper (the Weekly, specifically, the Eastside
incarnation thereof), the uncle's name is George Jewsbury and he's a
historian.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 20:36:48 GMT
From: dani@telerama.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Swanwick: The Iron Dragon's Daughter

"The Iron Dragon's Daughter" is Michael Swanwick's venture into fantasy, if
you're willing to stretch the term.  Jane is a changeling - a human child
in a world of elves and trolls and dwarves and gargoyles and so on and on.
The novel opens in Dickensian circumstances, in a Steam Dragon factory,
where she and other children are worked, most of them to an early death.
Through circumstances which at first seem coincidental, she acquires a
grimoire - the operations manual of a war dragon.

Like so many of the concepts in the book, this one balances between magic
and technology: A dragon is manufactured, but it is also alive, with its
own will and imperatives.  The dragon Jane eventually finds is hidden in
the factory junkyard damaged, but not nearly as badly damaged as its
stealth technology makes it appear and its main imperative is one of
destruction.  They make an unequal bargain which leads to their escape into
the wider world beyond the factory.

Jane makes her way through this world, first in school, then at university,
then in society.  She is often a sympathetic character, but only
occasionally an admirable one: As an underdog in this world she generally
does whatever it takes to make her way, and a lot of people seem to get
used up in the process.

It's an excellent book.  Swanwick creates a world recognizably based on our
own, despite the prevalence of magic and of creatures of myth, but avoids
the too-common step of making the worlds similar to the point of parody.
The parallels and differences are sometimes quirky ("My roommate ate my
homework!"), but they are never allowed to obscure the life-and-death
seriousness of Jane's situation.  The whole book is a successful balancing
act.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
dani@telerama.lm.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 10:37:26 GMT
From: cc697@cleveland.freenet.edu (Eric Oppen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Harry Turtledove

Just got done with _Krispos the Emperor_...another good one.

Anybody know what Turtledove has in mind next, other than more _Worldwar_
books?

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 21:37:20 GMT
From: fledgist@weber.ucsd.edu (Fragano Ledgister)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Harry Turtledove -- Videssos

One of the most enjoyable aspects of reading Turtledove's Videssos novels
is figuring out the real world people, places and legends which he
incorporates in the novels. Some are fairly easy to identify (most
placenames in the Empire of Videssos are actual places or military
districts (themes) in the Byzantine Empire, and most personal names are
actual medieval Greek names or variants of them).

One place, and one religion, I have not been able to identify (the religion
of Videssos is Zoroastrianism with the Greek Orthodox hierarchy grafted
on).  First the place: Agder. While the real Agder is in Norway (the
counties of east and west Agder), I haven't been able to figure out the
real world equivalent.

I also can't figure out the real world equivalent of the religion of the
Four Prophets in Makuran; it doesn't sound like Islam, certainly isn't
Christianity, and doesn't seem to be Judaism.

Can anyone help?!

fledgist@weber.ucsd.edu  

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 22:26:37 GMT
From: hollyk@csn.org (Holly Koelling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Harry Turtledove

Eric Oppen (cc697@cleveland.Freenet.Edu) wrote:
>Anybody know what Turtledove has in mind next, other than more _Worldwar_
>books?

His _The Case of the Toxic Spell Dump_ from December of 1993 has been
nominated as a Best Book for Young Adults.  What did you think of that one?

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 22:55:25 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Harry Turtledove

hollyk@csn.org (Holly Koelling) writes:
>His _The Case of the Toxic Spell Dump_ from December of 1993 has been
>nominated as a Best Book for Young Adults.  What did you think of that
>one?

I enjoyed the ride most of the way to the conclusion, but found the ending
very unsatisfactory - it seemed to me that the relatively thoughtful,
balanced approach of the rest of the book suddenly got abandoned in favor
of heavyhanded good guys versus bad guys.  I would have expected the
protagonist not to shrug aside the fact that he's destroyed something it
was his job to preserve....

I know the book's light fantasy, but the first 2/3 were handled so well
that I didn't have to turn off my brain to enjoy it.  The puns were
carefully handled so that the world still made sense, no jarring
stupidities (that I recall) thrown in for the sake of a one-liner.  The
characters seemed pretty real to me.  This made the ending seem much worse.

A loose analogy (trying not to spoil too much of the plot here):

Suppose the hero of a story were a wildlife ranger, and the whole story was
about his attempt to locate and protect the last grizzly bear in the
Rockies.  Then, in the last chapter, the bear jumps out of a bush and he
blows it away with a LAW rocket.  Everybody cheers.

I don't think I'll read any more of Turtledove's light fantasies, enjoyable
though the buildup of this one was.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 22:04:03 GMT
From: jshorten@julian.uwo.ca (Jay Shorten)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Harry Turtledove

hollyk@csn.org (Holly Koelling) writes:
>His _The Case of the Toxic Spell Dump_ from December of 1993 has been
>nominated as a Best Book for Young Adults.  What did you think of that
>one?

The funniest part was the Zoroastrian restaurant where they served
angelhair noodles with devil food cake, or deviled eggs with angel food
cake.  I thought that was the silliest concept for a menu that I ever
heard.

------------------------------
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***********************

1, edited,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA13633; Thu, 9 Jun 94 09:51:08 EDT
Date: Thu, 9 Jun 94 09:51:08 EDT
Message-Id: <9406101240.AA13633@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #433
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Thu, 9 Jun 94 09:51:08 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #433
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-WRITTEN@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 9 Jun 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 433

Today's Topics:

	  Books - Vernor Vinge (3 msgs) & Wendy Walker (2 msgs) &
                  Wellman (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 21:42:53 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Vernor Vinge:A Fire Upon The Deep

Vernor Vinge: A Fire Upon The Deep

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

This book was one of last year's Hugo winners, and I can certainly see why.

It's just brimming with ideas - the whole notion of the galaxy being
divided into "Zones" in which different levels of technology are possible
(although similar to Jack L. Chalker's division of the Well World into
hexes); the Tines, an alien race where each being is a pack of doglike
beings who use sound to transmit thought from one to another; the Blight
which threatens the entire galaxy, or at least a sizeable portion of
it...and, as widely mentioned, the Net.

The Net in the book doesn't remind me _heavily_ of Usenet, as some have
been convinced; it does, certainly, share some characteristics of Nets in
general (the flame, with possible insults marked for those from different
contexts, was hilarious), but doesn't remind of Usenet specifically.

The one problem I had with the book was this: The Blight is taking over
hugh chunks of space, and intends to take over the entire galaxy.  Most of
the action focuses on the Tine world, on which has crashed the ship with
the clue to the Blight's defeat.  In fact, it spends, IMHO, too much time
there.  The Tines are a fascinating race, sure, and their control over the
eventual fate of the marooned ship (and the two young human survivors) is
crucial to the fate of the rest of the galaxy.  But I found myself getting
bored with them, especially when the "rescue" ship kept getting more and
more delayed in their arrival.  As a result, most of the tension was
defused, replaced only by curiosity about how they _were_ going to defeat
the Blight.

All in all, a great read, though.  Highly recommended.  But then, it won
the Hugo, didn't it?

Author:     Vinge, Vernor
Title:      A Fire Upon The Deep
Publisher:  Tor
City:       New York
Date:       April 1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-312-85182-0
Pages:      391pp
Comments:   Hardcover

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 21:24:14 GMT
From: wilcoxb@cs.colorado.edu (Bryce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Vernor Vinge

Is Vernor Vinge (of _A Fire Upon the Deep_ fame, most recently) still a
mathematics professor?  When can we expect his next book (hopefully not in
6 more years!!)

Bryce
wilcoxb@cs.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 94 14:58:37 GMT
From: Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk (Ken & Jo Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Vernor Vinge

Yes, he is still a mathematics professor. he recently told me that he is
working on a prequel to _FUtD_ about Pham in the slow zone. Can't wait -
but he didn't say when it would be done.  

Jo

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 08:09:46 GMT
From: eliz@ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: THE SECRET SERVICE, by Wendy Walker

THE SECRET SERVICE
Wendy Walker
 
A friend says this book contains the best description of what it's like to
be a rose without actually being one.  She's right.  _The Secret Service_
was a runnerup for the 1994 Crawford Award for best first fantasy novel,
and if this is a runnerup, the winner (which I haven't seen yet) had better
be something sixty-four-gun flaming-hooped special, because this knocks the
spots off all the other fantasy I've read lately.  Walker has written a
unique, exciting novel which partakes many antecedents without echoing them
slavishly, so that as one reads, one thinks of various swashbucklers, of
Jules Verne, of George MacDonald and Lewis Carroll, of Lovecraft, of
Eleanor Wylie's _The Venetian Glass Nephew_.  There's even a frisson of
_The Porcelain Dove_ in here, though Walker, as far as I know, doesn't know
Delia Sherman; I suspect they're drawing on the same sources and ending up
in similar subterranean passages.  (Notably, both works rely on the
dramatic device of a play within the story to resolve some dangling plot
threads, but Walker's play is ambiguous, perhaps true or perhaps false,
unlike Sherman's literal representation of offstage action.)
 
Walker's title is a three-way pun (at least); and the themes of the book
are triadic.  Transformation, transmutation, and transubstantiation ring
change after change upon her characters until they are all, at the end,
quite other than at the beginning.  Three princesses, or a princess, a
maid's bastard, and a noblewoman's love-child, phase into one another,
changing relations gracefully as the plot moves them into different roles;
at the end of the story, the Queen of England is someone quite other than
she was at the beginning, though she hasn't changed at all.

Three secret agents change too, and so do the three villains.  Immutable,
because she is dead and preserved only in the memories of her lovers and by
her still-living crime, is the Marchioness of Tralee.  Hers is the vengeful
hand behind all the action of the story, yet even she shifts in our
perception as her plot is changed and changed again.
 
The book is set in a not-quite-ours Europe, in a not-quite-identifiable
time when the sun never sets on the Empire (another echo---Davidson,
d'Orczy, McCutcheon).  Here's the conceit (I give nothing away that's not
in Chapter One): a brilliant discovery enables British intelligence agents
to be transformed into objects.  Three agents are sent on a special mission
to discover what plots are being hatched by the Cardinal Ammanati, the Duc
d'Elsir, and Baron Schelling against the King and his newly-wed Queen . .
..  And there the plot thickens, but it does so at a careful, deliberate
pace.  Walker digresses divinely.  We view the world as a goblet, as a
rose, as a statue, as a dreamer, as a madman; we speculate on the nature of
reality, and what Form and Substance mean to one another; we wander in
jungles and dangle off glaciers, sit exiled in towers and drift through
Paris; and all these seemingly-fractured episodes gradually intertwine and
become an unshakable lattice of inextricably linked tales.  The action of
the plot whirls to a frenzy and then spins slowly to a poised halt; Walker
stops before answering all our questions, but she has answered them
obliquely, answers about as good as we usually get in life, and we cannot
feel cheated.
 
Some readers find Polly's dreamland episode to be extraneous, but read it
carefully and you'll find that in it Walker is again working changes on her
major themes and exploring more deeply some of the minor ones not addressed
elsewhere in the book.  Or read that episode alone, and then read
_Phantastes_, _The Dream-Quest of Unknown Kadath_ and "Idle Days on the
Yan", and Maggie Browne's "Wanted---A King", and admire Walker's skill in
making a very old story seem new.  Unlike many of her precursors, however,
Polly does not return unaltered from the lands she explored while dreaming,
nor does the world to which she returns alter while she dreams.
 
This is a book to read slowly, intently, without interruptions.  It is a
book to reread, appreciating the fine touches only visible with foresight.
It is a superb work of fantasy, a solid novel, and a thoughtful meditation
on reality, all at once.  If you want this book, you'll probably have to
special-order it from a bookstore that does business with a small-press
distributor (some of the big chains do, some don't).  It's worth the quest.
 
Elizabeth Willey

Author:     Walker, Wendy 
Title:      The Secret Service
Publisher:  Sun and Moon Press
City:       Los Angeles
Date:       1993
Order Info: ISBN 1-55713-084-1
Pages:      459pp
Comments:   trade paperback, $13.95
Comments:   Sun and Moon's address: 6026 Wilshire Boulevard, 
Comments:   Los Angeles, California, 90036
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Date: 7 Jun 94 08:10:03 GMT
From: eliz@ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: THE SEA-RABBIT, by Wendy Walker

THE SEA-RABBIT, OR, THE ARTIST OF LIFE
Tales by Wendy Walker
 
Contents:
The Sea-Rabbit, or, The Artist of Life
The Rescuer
Ashiepattle
The Cleverness of Elsie
The Contract With the Beast
The True Marriage
The Unseen Soldier
Arnaud's Nixie
The Cathedral

After reading Wendy Walker's _The Secret Service_, I read _The Sea-
Rabbit_; having done so, I strongly recommend that you read her book of
tales first, as it provides a good introduction to Walker's writing in a
less-overwhelming context than _The Secret Service_.  The same motifs of
transformation, concealment, and the animate inanimate (all of them
different faces of the age-old tension between Sein and Schein, Being and
Seeming) ripple through these nine tales as through the novel; in addition,
the stories and the novel share a view of human character which may be
easier to apprehend in the smaller episodes of the tales before one
grapples with it in the novel.
 
Walker has taken her material from a handful of fairy tales and legends
well-known to us all; in the title story "The Sea-Rabbit" she has blended
the conventions (three sons, an exacting princess, and a riddle- game) to
come up with a new-but-old story that left me guessing until the ominous
end.  In all the stories, Walker infuses character archetypes with a
fallible humanity they have lacked in most other "modern fairy tales" I
have read.  Indeed of all the "modern fairy tales" I've seen lately, the
one that comes closest to Walker's sensibilities is Martha Soukup's "The
Spinner" in _Xanadu 2_; like Soukup, Walker sees the streak of cruelty in
all of us.  Walker shows the human cruelty of the powerful as well as the
weak, and knows that it is limited only by the scope afforded it.  Thus
Ashiepattle's king forces her crippled sisters to pack her rich gowns in a
heavy chest, and to carry the chest; the unseen soldier toys with the
twelve princesses for three nights, when one would have done; Elsie's
husband torments her when a scolding would have sufficed; Jack My Hedgehog,
no Utopian here, brutally uses an innocent princess to punish her rascally
father; and Princess Mengarde is a bloody despot, "though in most everyday
matters a fair one."  This is fairy-tale justice in human terms, with harsh
punishments meted out more liberally than rewards.
 
Transcendent human kindness is also shown, but we recoil from it.  Berthe,
the princess who accepts Jack My Hedgehog, appears to be fulfilling some
secret wish to immolate herself; an amusingly domestic Delilah's
forgiveness lulls Samson to destruction.  Destruction and compassion are
tied together in these tales.  Even the fox who aids Bernard to win
Mengarde's hand and kingdom has, in a sense, destroyed Bernard with his
help.  Walker does not follow this pattern rigidly, of course; it's not a
monotonously harped-on rule, thus we are left doubting, anxious about a
tale's outcome, until its end.  Notably, "Arnaud's Nixie" features a
gentle, sincerely helpful chatelaine (suffering in her own fairy-tale hell)
who helps Esperte reclaim Arnaud, no strings attached.
 
The fascination of Walker's prose is in its richness and complexity.
Readers are advised not to be deceived by the brevity of the stories; all
must be read slowly, closely, and thoughtfully to appreciate her sensitive,
ravishingly beautiful writing about the world experienced in conditions
human and otherwise.  Walker assumes other perspectives and explores them
deeply and sincerely, then relays her observations to us in evocative and
colorful, yet lucid, prose, ringing with insight seldom found in such
stories since Lucius was an ass.  It is customary to focus on the humanity
of the other, but Walker instead stresses the alien; and this strategy
serves her best when she finds the alien in the human, as in Elsie's
overwrought imagination and Esperte's despair, in an Idiot and in Jack My
Hedgehog's father Bekynsaw.  Yet, in the end, the most difficult and
rewarding transformations here are those of the characters who become more
human, learning to know themselves, and these are the changes that stick in
the mind, when one sets the book down, and that spur rereading.
 
This is a very fine collection of stories.  I hope to see more in print
from Wendy Walker soon.
 
Elizabeth Willey
 
Author:     Walker, Wendy
Anthology:  The Sea-Rabbit, or, The Artist of Life
Title:      The Sea-Rabbit, or, The Artist of Life
Title:      The Rescuer
Title:      Ashiepattle
Title:      The Cleverness of Elsie
Title:      The Contract With the Beast
Title:      The True Marriage
Title:      The Unseen Soldier
Title:      Arnaud's Nixie
Title:      The Cathedral
Publisher:  Sun and Moon Press
City:       Los Angeles
Date:       1988
Order Info: ISBN 1-55713-001-9
Pages:      272pp
Comments:   trade paperback, $11.95
Comments:   Sun and Moon's address: 6026 Wilshire Boulevard, 
Comments:   Los Angeles, California, 90036
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Date: 23 May 94 20:26:52 GMT
From: u5x58@lfht1.hso.link.com (Paula Berman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Wellman

Are there any other fans out there of Manly Wade Wellman?

Manly Wade Wellman has two or three series with central characters named
John. Both are based heavily on (well-researched) folklore.  IMHO Wellman
makes especially good (and unusual) use of American lore, both native and
Euro-derived.  Silver John is a wandering minstrel in the Appalachians,
with a silver strung guitar.  I have found several Silver John books in the
library, and one (John the Balladeer, short stories) in the bookstores.
John Thunstone is a more urbane character who goes about deflating evil
occult types.  His stories are harder to find.  I think there is also at
least one more series, possibly also with a central John.  As a folkie
myself, I especially enjoy the John the Balladeer stories for the music and
tales.

Any more info on further publications?

Paula Berman                        
CAE-Link
u5x58@lfht1.hso.link.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 19:24:21 GMT
From: michaelb@hobbie.bocaraton.ibm.com (Michael Rogero Brown (Sys Admin))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wellman

I've read Manly Wade Wellman's stuff too, and enjoyed them.  As to the
series, there is the 'Silver' John or John the Balladeer series which has 5
novels (the last only appeared in hardback) plus the short story collection
from Baen (wish they'd reprint the novels, too).  The novels are: The Old
Gods Waken (1979), After Dark (1980), The Lost and the Lurking (1981), The
Hanging Stones (1982), The Voice of the Mountain (1984).

Then there is the John Thunstone series which has 2 novels (which only
appeared in hardback) and short stories.  Which someone (Baen??) would
collect the short stories and reprint the novels in hardback.  The novels
were What Dreams May Come (1983) and The School of Darkness (1985).

The only other series he had was the 'Judge Pursavent' (sp?) series of
short stories (which I wish someone would collect in paperback).

Michael Rogero Brown
IBM (Dept RG2A)     
Internal Zip 5114   
1000 NW 51st Street 
Boca Raton, FL 33431
mikal@gator.bocaraton.ibm.com
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Date: 1 Jun 94 20:07:28 GMT
From: cje@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Cthulhu's Jersey Epopt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wellman

Wellman died in 1986.

>Manly Wade Wellman has two or three series with central characters named
>John. [Silver John, John Thunstone, and...] I think there is also at least
>one more series, possibly also with a central John.

There's the Judge Keith Hilary Pursuivant and Sergeant "Bible" Jaeger
stories, as well.  The Pursuivant stories are in LONELY VIGILS (Carcosa,
1981), along with the Thunstones, and two of the Jaeger stories are in
WORSE THINGS WAITING (Carcosa, 1973), with at least one more appearing in a
late '70s-early '80s issue of FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION.

If anyone sees copies of Wellman's books for sale, let me know.

Chris Jarocha-Ernst
Rutgers University Computing Services
cje@gandalf.rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 12:35:09 GMT
From: ej613@cleveland.freenet.edu (Maureen S. O'Brien)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Wellman

Don't forget Wellman's last novel, CAHENA - a historical fantasy about the
Cahena, a woman who rallied her people against foreign oppression.  I know,
you're thinking it's an old story.  No.  Wellman does this in a very
different way.

[revelations that WORSE THINGS WAITING, Wellman's short story anthology,
came out from Carcosa.]

Hell, no wonder I can't find the thing!

I found a Wellman story in the 70's anthology HEROIC FANTASY, supposedly
part of a series.  Basically, this Silver John\Conan mix is one of the few
(only?) survivors of Atlantis. He agrees to rescue a princess and kill a
wizard, which he does in a unique fashion.  But there are still more twists
on the way...

Also, when you go on vacation down south, check the tacky Southern lit
giftbooks.  I found a Wellman story in one.  One of his nonseries ghost
stories.

Maureen S. O'Brien
ad451@dayton.wright.edu		
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Date: 31 May 94 20:29:47 GMT
From: rpm@bach.wag.caltech.edu (Richard P. Muller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Green Angel Tower, Pt 2

I was merrily reading my way through Tad Williams' wonderful series
_Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn_, until I realized that the last book was only
half published in paperback form. The publisher split the last book, _Green
Angel Tower_, into two parts. I have some general questions for the group:

(1) Is this slimy, money grubbing publishing, or (as the whiny note at the
preface of GAT,1 states) actually done in the interest of the reader?

(2) Is there a Quality Paperback or whatever available of this book? I
haven't found anything available in hardcover, although I guess I should go
by the library and see if they have a copy.

(3) Don't give me any spoilers, but does the series end well? I've been
sticking with the books for so long, and I'll be disappointed if the ending
is lame.

Thanks in advance.

Richard P. Muller
Beckman Institute 139-74
California Institute of Technology
Pasadena, California  91125      
rpm@wag.caltech.edu
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Date: 1 Jun 94 02:27:43 GMT
From: lillyp@tuzo.erin (Lilly Posarac)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Green Angel Tower, Pt 2

Richard P. Muller <rpm@bach.wag.caltech.edu> wrote:
[....]
>(1) Is this slimy, money grubbing publishing, or (as the whiny note at the
>preface of GAT,1 states) actually done in the interest of the reader?

Well, the hardcover version is about 1600 pages and translating it to
paperback makes it just as long.  Unfortunately, the binding on paperbacks
isn't good enough for such lengths and therefore, to keep the book from
falling apart, DAW decided to break it into two books of 800 (or so) pages.
Obviously, you're spending twice as much money, but at least the books will
be of good quality, so I doubt it's some money grabbing scheme (IMHO).

>(2) Is there a Quality Paperback or whatever available of this book? I
>haven't found anything available in hardcover, although I guess I should
>go by the library and see if they have a copy.

Umm, what do you mean by "quality paperback"? A trade paperback? I haven't
seen anything like that for _To Green Angel Tower_ but the hardcover is
available (one book).  It's interesting since different copies have
different covers, some have the Sithi on the front and the humans (Simon
and Miriamele) on the back and other copies have it the other way around.

>(3) Don't give me any spoilers, but does the series end well? I've been
>sticking with the books for so long, and I'll be disappointed if the
>ending is lame.

Don't know, the first part has been waiting on my shelf for a while now...
I sure hope it's good, the series so far has been very enjoyable.

Lilly Posarac
Computer Science
University of Toronto
lillyp@credit.erin.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 09:56:08 GMT
From: cpr1@doc.ic.ac.uk (Christopher Paul Rijk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Green Angel Tower, Pt 2

The series ending well? hmm...that's opinion, and they can differ a lot.  I
know someone gave a review in Interzone, and thought it was really silly
and unrealistic, and after I read that what respect I had for the mag
dropped a lot.

IMHO the series _does_ end well...there are some nice unexpected things
that arise, especially as to what the swords actually _do_. Also at least
TW spends a few pages (20-30?) telling us what happens afterwards.

Chris Rijk
cpr1@doc.ic.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 23:06:56 GMT
From: Scott_Davies@kcbbs.gen.nz (Scott Davies)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Green Angel Tower, Pt 2

The ending, which is a way after the climax (or anti-climax?), is touching
and quite predictable since hints of it are dropped throughout.  As usual,
TW displays his clear, almost Lawrence-ish prose. Some have commented on
his long-windedness, and I have to agree that certain parts seem that way.

*SPOILER*

Highlights include: Simon's firstreal battle, the ride of the Sithi, and
Simon's benighting. There is an intriguing journey through the Wrannaland,
and a meeting with insect-like creatures. And a showdown with the
Storm-King partly resembling that of the first Batman movie.

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 10:20:53 GMT
From: lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: _Mysterium_ by Robert Charles Wilson

In 1989, a strange green stone is found at an archaeological dig in Turkey.
Its composition and origins defy analysis.  Some time later, a government
laboratory is built near Two Rivers, a small, isolated Michigan town.  One
night, strange lights fill the sky, and the next morning the residents of
Two Rivers find themselves in a very different world than the one they had
known the day before.  Slowly, the residents find that they haven't moved
geographically, but have instead slipped into an alternate universe, one
where the political entity called the United States of America never
existed, and where much of what we call North America is ruled by a brutal
and racist Christian theocracy.

The key players from Two Rivers include high school teacher Dexter Graham,
an intellectual, a rugged individualist and a man with a past; Howard
Poole, young physicist and nephew of the great cosmologist Alan Stern;
Clifford Stockton, an adventurous kid with a bicycle; and Evelyn Woodward,
Dex's some-time lover.  The New World contributes Lt.  Demarch, the man in
charge of overseeing the control and exploitation of this strange new
community; Linneth Stone, an ex-pagan ethnologist who befriends Graham; and
Censeur Bisonette, a religious autocrat involved in the plan to develop an
atomic bomb to use in an ongoing war against Spain.

While much of the book concerns the sociology of two universes in collision
- - the efforts of people to understand and adjust to huge disruptions in
their worlds, at the core are Dex and Howard's attempts to discover what
has happened to them.  Their intellectual journey brings them to the
"*mysterium tremendae*, the outer limit of rational thought" whence the
book's title.

_Mysterium_ is Robert Charles Wilson's seventh novel, and in my opinion his
best since _Gypsies_ (1989), to which it is akin in its exploration of
alternate universes.  With its reliance on Christian Gnostic cosmology
(which is only sketchily explicated), _Mysterium_ also recalls Philip K.
Dick's _VALIS_.

In structure, _Mysterium_ resembles a 70's disaster movie or a
TV-miniseries; it has a large stock of characters and situations and the
book develops through individual development of the many threads and their
eventual interweaving.  In this structure, and in the focus on an
independent and individualistic man, Dex, _Mysterium_ resembles Wilson's
disappointing _The Harvest_ (1993) and most of his earlier novels.  As with
too many SF novels, the female characters are secondary and mostly passive.
Linneth, an extraordinary woman in her world, is definitely underexploited
by Wilson.

Wilson's prose is, as always, spare, tightly controlled and transparent.
The biggest flaws in his storytelling in his earlier novels have been a
tendency towards excessive distance from his characters, and a habit of
building to sudden and unsatisfactory resolutions.  Fortunately, neither
are significant problems with this book.

Overall, _Mysterium_ is a compelling story with a set of eternal questions
at its heart.  It has action, mystery, romance, and an optimistic humanist
sensibility.  It's a good read, and I recommend it highly.

Author:     Robert Charles Wilson
Title:      Mysterium
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
City:       New York
Date:       1994
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-37365-X
Comments:   $11.95
Pages:      276 pp

Michael Lichter
UCLA Department of Sociology
lichter@nicco.sscnet.ucla.edu
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Date: 31 May 94 17:26:33 GMT
From: lozinski@netcom.com (Stud-Muffin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Letter from Tim Zahn

I wrote to Timothy Zahn questioning him about the death of Grand Admiral
Thrawn. I personally didnt expect a reply, but I got one in the mail today.
Mr' Zahn has my complete respect for this.

Everything within the quotes from here is what was in his reply. Any
spelling mistakes are my own. capitals and stresses are his.

   "Thank you for your letter, fowarded to me by Bantam Books, and for your
comments on my Star Wars books. I'm glad you generally enjoyed them, even
if you were dissatisfied with the death of Grand Admiral Thrawn. Allow me
to try to explain the reasoning behind that ending.
   First of all, let me assure you that I was not up against any kind of
time or space limit. I had as much space as I wanted to finish the story;
the quickness in killing him off was simply because that's the only way you
CAN kill someone like Thrawn. The sneaky, subtle approach would be a
complete waste of time. I also didn't dump him simply because I was tired
of him or anything like that. In fact, my then-editor at Bantam wanted me
to keep him alive for the very reason you suggest: that of making him an
ongoing threat to the New Republic. I turned her down for the following
reasons:
   (1) The sense of Star Wars is that of a historical event, and in real
history things change. Eras begin, eras end. World War I begins, it ends,
hitler rises, World War II begins, the Nazi domination is defeated, the
Soviet domination begins, etc., etc. Too, in real life, leaders seldom
rise, fall, and then rise again. More commonly, once a leader falls,
someone else rises in his or her place. (There are exceptions, but they're
relatively rare.) The Borg work fine for Star Trek because the setup there
is more episodic that historical. You want the basic framework to stay more
or less unchanged between episodes, and that means any on-going villains
tend to stay that way. Bit awkward if you kililed off Q and then had him
show up in next week's episode.
   (2) Without the death of Grand Admiral Thrawn, the three books would not
have had a proper sense of closure. Think back to the Star Wars movies; how
would you have felt if the Emperor had escaped in the end? Sure, it would
have left possibilities for future Star Wars stories, but I imagine you
would have the theater feeling a little cheated. (I know I would have.) No
matter what Bantam does with their new books, I wanted mine to be a
complete story in and of themselves.
   (3) Finally, you have to consider the probability that, without Thrawn's
death, the New Republic couldn't survive. Seriously. Thrawn, at least as I
portrayed him, is virtually unbeatable. Certainly not without a protracted
war; almost certainly not without a certifiable military genius opposing
him. And of course, most of us WANT the New Republic to win. (I've heard
one or two exceptions.)
   So there you have it. I enjoyed writing for Thrawn; he was interesting
and challenging and an enemy I could respect. And I too regret the
realities that forced his death. Still, perhaps it's for the best. Having a
ready-made villain hanging around can tempt a writer into the mental
laziness of not coming up with his or her own. And considering some of the
great villains writers have to come up with over the centuries, that would
be a waste.
   I'm not currently on any of the various computer nets, though I get
nagged periodically by various people to sign up. However, if you think
this dissertation is worth posting, you have my permission to do so. Thanks
again for writing."


I'm not going to give out his mailing address as I don't have permission to
do so. However, I mailed my original letter to him at:

Bantam Books, Dept SF 232
2451 S. Wolf Road
Des Plaines, IL 60018

If you get a response, please post it. I'd be curious.  It's obvious he
gets his letters. :)

I personally think the Grand Admiral should still be around. I am not one
for the New Republic winning as that would conclude the saga. I dont want
the Empire to win either. I'm just getting bored with Luke, Han, and the
other good guys always winning and no-one on their side in a significant
position getting killed. Am I the only one?

I think it's nice to always have a lingering threat, like The Borg.  After
all, I always look foward to episodes with them and the Star Trek movie
that's supposed to have a huge Borg story.

Any other comments?

lozinski@csugrad.cs.vt.edu
lozinski@netcom.com
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Date: 5 Jun 94 17:17:05 GMT
From: u9129359@qub.ac.uk (David Kennedy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Broken God by David Zindell

This is *not* a review, just a recomendation.

If you like odd, alternate, wonderful, superb, superlative <snip more of
the same> fiction without lasers, monsters, <snip more of the same> then I
recommend that you first go out and find a copy of the stand alone novel
"Neverness" by David Zindell. It's hard to find but well worth it.

Then celebrate for "The Broken God" is part one of a followup Trilogy
called "A Requiem for Homo Sapiens" set in the same city, Neverness.

The plot? Well, I'll try but it'll sound silly or 'not quite right' but
'Neverness' is the story of a 'Pilot of the Order of Mystic Mathematicians
and other Seekers of the Ineffable Flame'

He becomes a god during the search for a higher goal, a meaning of life.
That's all I'll say really.  It's hard to describe, but very good.

The followup should not really be read without this background, I don't
think it'll make much sense, and some aspects will be unclear even with a
resume of the other book.

'The Broken God' is rather the same and yet rather different, dealing with
the life of his son, who also enters the Order, but things have changed.

His story is also of a man who feels that there must be something more and
his search for it.

It's wonderful literary prose, full of profound and odd wanderings about in
philosophy, religion ,mathematics, cults, love, hate, life, death.

Go find it in a library if you are unsure but I think it's one of the more
important SF books to come along in quite a while.

David Kennedy
Queens University
Belfast, Northern Ireland

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 94 19:01:05 GMT
From: eubanks@astro.ocis.temple.edu (Marcus Eubanks)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Broken God by David Zindell

Just a second for Mr. Kennedy's recommendation.  _The Broken God_ has
elements that place it in the same school as many of the great novels
written in the 19th century.  Absolutely worth the read.

Marcus Eubanks
Philadelphia, PA  USA

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 05:06:56 GMT
From: stephen@shiva.su.oz.au (Stephen Hardy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Broken God by David Zindell

I too feel that this book is a *must* read. Even if it is only so you can
be sure what you are talking about when you use the words "Science Fiction
today". This is barrier breaking stuff.

More than anything, I think David Zindell asks the right questions when it
comes to writing about how a truly advanced mentality would think. I did
have some trouble with his constant use of the word 'god' when refering to
derivatives of humans (with abilities so beyond Homo Sapiens that God is
probably an appropriate term), but that is merely a personal peculiarity,
the association of the word god with the supernatural.

It is a truly brilliant book that lives up to and surpasses the promise of
its predecessor, _Neverness_.

Stephen

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 03:50:26 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: out this last weekend

Out last weekend:

Star Wreck 6: Geek Space Nine, Leah Rewolinski, St. Martin's Paperbacks
 (pb)  #6 in the Unauthorized Parody series... :-)
Alien _Pregnant_ By Elvis, ed. Esther M. Friesner & Martin H. Greenberg,
 DAW Fiction (pb) Collection of tabloid-news-style SF/Fantasy stories;
 looks good... 
The Dragon and the Bat, Geary Gravel, Bantam Spectra (pb)
 More novelizations of Batman: The Animated Series.
Prince Ombra, Roderick MacLeish, Orb (tpb)
 A reissue of the 1982 book; I remember that I've read it, but not the plot
 or anything... I think I thought it was good way back then though.

And I finally got my
The *Last* Book of Swords: Shieldbreaker's Story, Fred Saberhagen (hb)
about a month after I special-ordered it. Un-Spoilers: Shieldbreaker breaks
weapons; it's called the Last Book of Swords; what do *you* think happens?
I'm sorry to see them go, all the same...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jun 94 14:05:22 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: out this week

Well, it's been a slow couple of weeks:

Death and the Maiden, P.N. Elrod, Ace Fantasy (pb)
 Sequel to Red Death, apparently. More vampirism and more Jonathan Barrett.
Uncharted Territory, Connie Willis, Bantam Spectra (thin pb)
 Two explorers and two aliens on an unmapped planet, and with unexpected
 relationships developing...
Summer of Love, Lisa Mason, Bantam Spectra (tpb)
 A time traveler from the future has to find one specific person in a very
 odd milieu: the Haight-Ashbury, 1967... plus Susan Stein (Starbright),
 fresh from Cleveland...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Television - Highlander (3 msgs) & SeaQuest (11 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 19:17:08 GMT
From: barlas@bach.seattleu.edu (Atila Barlas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Highlander Questions

I have been following Highlander for quite a while now, but I have missed
the early episodes, and I have lots of questions that need to be answered.
I would appreciate it very much if you can take some time to answer the
following.  That way, I will have a much better idea about who is who and
what is going on.  Thanks in advance.

1. How and when did MacLoud and Dawson meet?

2. How and when did MacLoud and Tessa meet?

3. How and when did MacLoud and Charlie meet?

4. Why can't MacLoud have any children?  If he was born an immortal,
   logically wouldn't his children be immortal also?

5. That white kid (Billy?), is he an immortal?

6. How long does it take MacLoud to recover from, say, a gunshot wound? Is
   is enough time for someone to take his head?

7. What is MacLoud's age?  35?

8. I know one of his residences is that barge in Paris which he left this
   past week.  Where is that other one located where he and Charlie work as
   martial arts trainers?  Vancouver,BC?

9. Is Adrian Paul really a martial arts expert?

10. I hope that the production of Highlander goes on for a long time.  I
    really enjoy it.  Does anyone know about the future plans of the
    production company?

Atila Barlas

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 02:16:48 GMT
From: tfharris@bbs.iquest.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander Questions

>1.  How and when did MacLoud and Dawson meet?

Don't know.

>2. How and when did MacLoud and Tessa meet?

10 (or is it more?) years before the first Highlander episode. She was a
Paris tour guide and he happened to jump on her tour boat.

>3. How and when did MacLoud and Charlie meet?

I missed that episode, but it is early in season 2.

>4. Why can't MacLoud have any children?  If he was born an immortal,
>   logically wouldn't his children be immortal also?

It was established in the 1st Highlander film that immortals cannot have
children - they are sterile.

>5. That white kid (Billy?), is he an immortal?

Richie is an immortal.

>6. How long does it take MacLoud to recover from, say, a gunshot wound? Is
>   is enough time for someone to take his head?

Yes. it is long enough - assuming it is a "fatal" wound.

>7. What is MacLoud's age?  35?

Physically, yes. 450 chronologically.

>8. I know one of his residences is that barge in Paris which he left this
>   past week.  Where is that other one located where he and Charlie work
>   as martial arts trainers?  Vancouver,BC?

It's supposed to be Los Angeles but it *looks* like Vancouver to me. ;)

>9. Is Adrian Paul really a martial arts expert?

No. He just plays one on TV. :)

Franklin
tfharris@bbs.iquest.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 05:17:43 GMT
From: bioaw124@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Claire Maier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander Questions

tfharris@bbs.iquest.com wrote:
The first person who answered did a much better job, so I'll make
corrections here.

>>1. How and when did MacLoud and Dawson meet?

First off, it's spelled MacLeod, not MacLoud.

MacLeod and Dawson met in the episode, "The Watchers."  Duncan discovered
the existence of the Watchers, a group of mortals who have studied
immortals for centuries, when renegade members of the group killed his
friend Darius.  Duncan followed clues that led to Dawson, a "good" Watcher.

>>2. How and when did MacLoud and Tessa meet?
>
>10 (or is it more?) years before the first Highlander episode. She was a
>Paris tour guide and he happened to jump on her tour boat.

It was 12 years before the first episode, and was shown as a flashback in
"For Evil's Sake"; parts of the flashback were reprised in "The Darkness."
Duncan was running from the evil immortal Kuyler and jumped on her boat to
escape.  It was a tour boat on the Seine in Paris.

>>3. How and when did MacLoud and Charlie meet?

In "Turnabout," Richie and Duncan visit Charlie's dojo looking for a place
to work out.  The dojo is for sale.  After Tessa dies, Duncan buys the dojo
and moves in upstairs.

>>5. That white kid (Billy?), is he an immortal?
>
>Richie is an immortal.

Richie was a petty criminal who broke into Duncan and Tessa's antique store
in the series pilot and spent the rest of the episode following Duncan and
Connor around.  Duncan subsequently took him in.  Richie was shot by the
same mugger that killed Tessa, but Richie awoke as an immortal.

>>7.  What is MacLoud's age?  35?
>
>Physically, yes. 450 chronologically.

No, Duncan is 401, not 450.  He looks 35.  

>>8. I know one of his residences is that barge in Paris which he left this
>>   past week.  Where is that other one located where he and Charlie work
>>   as martial arts trainers?  Vancouver,BC?
>
>It's supposed to be Los Angeles but it *looks* like Vancouver to me. ;)

It's not supposed to be Los Angeles.  It's a generic city, but all the cars
have Washington State plates.  The series is filmed in Vancouver, BC for
those episodes.

>>9.  Is Adrian Paul really a martial arts expert?
>
>No. He just plays one on TV. :)

Adrian has studied martial arts for about 6 years, so he doesn't consider
himself an expert, but he's far more accomplished than someone who "just
plays one" would be.

>>10. I hope that the production of Highlander goes on for a long time.  I
>>    really enjoy it.  Does anyone know about the future plans of the
>>    production company?

Highlander has been renewed for a 3rd season, and they begin filming in
Vancouver later this month.  Apparently they will return to Charlie and the
dojo, at least for a while.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 06:09:44 GMT
From: ericw@fx.com (Eric Wedaa)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SEAQUEST! (ARRGH) (Spoilers)  (BIG SPOILERS)

ARRGH, they really did it, they deep-sixed the SeaQuest!!!  Did I miss an
announcement somewhere that SeaQuest was cancelled?  (And not the
announcement from the Trek crowd.)

Eric Wedaa:
Dow Jones Telerate systems, Inc.
2465 Faber Place
Palo Alto, CA 94303
eric.wedaa@fx.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 10:00:22 GMT
From: tomcat@cwis.unomaha.edu (Jeffrey S. Jo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest

The season finale of "seaQuest" was very surprising!  I really didn't think
they would destroy the ship when the previews said that the ship must be
destroyed to save Earth.  Lo and behold, she was toasted!!  So a new
"seaQuest"...wonder if it will be DSV 4601 or maybe DSV 4600-A.  *grin*

Where was Darwin in all of this...no one mentioned him, not even Lucas!!

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 13:51:11 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST! (ARRGH) (Spoilers)  (BIG SPOILERS)

ericw@fx.com (Eric Wedaa) writes:
>ARRGH, they really did it, they deep-sixed the SeaQuest!!! 

Hmmm...  I was saying "ARRGH" not for that reason, but because it was such
a BORING episode!!  Geez, most of the time seemed to be taken up by the kid
whining about his daddy...<yawn>

I thought the show was getting better, but they sure took a major dive for
the finale!  Once again SQ falls FAR short in comparison to Lois and Clark.

That "alien" episode was actually pretty decent for the most part, so I was
very surprised to see such a big step backwards.

> Did I miss an announcement somewhere that SeaQuest was cancelled?

Nope.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 17:15:25 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST! (ARRGH) (Spoilers) (BIG SPOILERS)

ericw@fx.com (Eric Wedaa) writes:
>ARRGH, they really did it, they deep-sixed the SeaQuest!!!  Did I miss an
>announcement somewhere that SeaQuest was cancelled?  (And not the
>announcement from the Trek crowd.)

No, it was renewed.  But they are moving production to Florida.  At least
they neatly solved the problem of how to build new sets without worrying
about making them look just like the old ones. :-)

I'm purely speculating now, but the plot is such that if the show wasn't
renewed, it could also serve as a (somewhat) final episode.  It may be the
writers wrote a story that could go either way depending on whether or not
the show was renewed (since it was taped long before NBC decided whether or
not to renew it).

Besides if it wasn't renewed they would have called it a "final episode" or
some such instead of a "season finale".

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 17:42:27 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest 5/15/94 Beginning

tomcat@cwis.unomaha.edu (Jeffrey S. Jo) writes:
>Where was Darwin in all of this...no one mentioned him, not even Lucas!!

Darwin was in one of the evacuation launches; he was in a sling and someone
(I forget who) was keeping him wet with a sponge.  Other than that I don't
remember seeing him at all in the episode.

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 18:40:02 GMT
From: morgan@esvx19.es.dupont.com (Edward A. Morgan x2509)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST! (ARRGH) (Spoilers)  (BIG SPOILERS)

Scott McMahan writes:
>The first half of the finale was tearfully boring. Really boring
>volleyball, people wandering around, random dialogue, Lucas pouting, and
>so on. They were moping about the tour being over, then seaQuest was back
>in action! Why had everyone already left the ship if the tour was not yet
>over?

   I mentioned this in another thread.  That volley ball scene took up WAY
too much time.  Unless they were really trying to beat into our heads how
important or great this world wide day off was.  If so, I don't think they
pulled it off very well.

>The second half was so confusing - they left out half of the plot! Why
>did they abandon seaQuest? One minute they were sending out Wiskers and
>the next they were abandoning ship! It was like an entire segment between
>commercial breaks was omitted. They never explained why anything at the
>end was happening.

  This was great.  They sent out the WISKERS.  My 11 month old screams.  My
wife pickes him up to comfort him.  I continue to watch the show.  When my
boy calms down she asks, "Why are they abandoning ship?"  To which I reply
: " No *$#&@ idea !".  You're correct, this plot had a rapid pace to the
point of confusion.  Your comment about the an entire segment missing poses
an interesting question.  Would the FINAL episode (no renewal) have been a
2-hr movie?  They shot lots of footage, learned of their renewal and then
tried to condense it into a 1-hr season finale.  Who knows?

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 19:08:48 GMT
From: c_cullin@oz.plymouth.edu (Christopher Cullinane)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST! (ARRGH) (Spoilers)  (BIG SPOILERS)

I guess with the whole production moving down to Florida they didn't really
lose anything by destroying the SeaQuest - they get a whole second chance
at the set design.  I'm hoping that the bridge redesign makes a little more
sense than the cathedral-ceilinged cavern they have now, with a few
controls stuck here and there (I mean, I know it's a big sub - but come on,
you'd think they'd make better use of space than this).

My question is, did it bother anyone that they blew up 100 megatons of
thermonuclear weapons in the lava flow without causing a ripple on the
surface?  I was hoping that the toaster would at least give us a blast of
white light expanding through the water, with steam geysers or something.
Those distant fireballs weren't terribly convincing indicators of the
magnitude of the destruction down there.  The rest of the effects were
great, though!

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 20:50:22 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST! (ARRGH) (Spoilers) (BIG SPOILERS)

vbv@giskard.eeap.cwru.edu (Virgilio (Dean) B. Velasco Jr.) writes:
>program. No, in fact SeaQuest is definitely renewed; part of all that
>emotional junk was because apparently Stephanie Beacham isn't returning :(
>and neither is the Hitchcock character.

Sad news if it's true.  But I wonder if the original poster knows this for
a fact or is inferring it from the plot of the finale.  I had never heard
about it until this post.  I hope it's not true.

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 03:21:48 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST! (ARRGH) (Spoilers)  (BIG SPOILERS)

mcmahan@canton.cs.unca.edu (Scott McMahan) writes:
>I don't get it...  The first half of the finale was tearfully boring.
>Really boring volleyball, people wandering around, random dialogue, Lucas
>pouting, and so on.

Phew... that was the WORST!  What a complete waste of time.

>The second half was so confusing - they left out half of the plot! Why
>did they abandon seaQuest? One minute they were sending out Wiskers and
>the next they were abandoning ship! It was like an entire segment between
>commercial breaks was omitted. They never explained why anything at the
>end was happening.  They really blew it with this episode!

And the rest was just ridiculous.  First we are supposed to believe that
there are no geologists in the future or something, since they built this
"$100 Billion" project right on top of a lava flow...  Next even though the
new power had only been online for a few hours, apparently every other
regular power plant was somehow "dismantled" or something in that time and
could not be turned back on...  And finally we see a "100 Megaton"
explosion that results in no more than a few puny fireballs on the surface.
In reality, it would have produced a wall of water and debris from the
ocean floor on the order of *hundreds* of feet high!  EVERYONE standing
around from the ship would have been very, very dead.

What a load of nonsense!

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 13:32:05 GMT
From: drh4@po.cwru.edu (Dawn R. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest's 100megaton expolsion

IMHO this episode was INCREDIBLE, as long as you don't dwell too long on
the scientific inconsistencies (and there were a few, but then again this
show is supposed to be turning to science fiction, not science fact now).
It was a great character episode. The scenes between Lucas and Bridger were
especially great. JB did a wonderfully realistic portrayal of how someone
17 years old might feel in that kind of a situation. Both in dealing with
the father he thinks doesn't care, and in coping with the end of the tour
of duty on board the SQ.

I did wonder a little about that final explosion though. In a few of the
other episodes it seem like nuclear weapons were out of fashion, so to
speak (the SQ is getting rid of a nuclear stockpile in 'brothers and
sisters', and in 'hide and seek' seems suprised that one of the ships after
tezlov had a nuke). Was Bridger just referring to the expolsive capacity of
the ship and its armament to give us a reference we could relate to or was
it a real nuclear explosion. And if it was a real nuclear explosion where
is the fallout??? Could it have been trapped 'safely' so to speak in the
magma when the rift was closed?  What about some that could have leaked
out? The explosions started BEFORE seaQuest was all the way in.

The only other thing that bugged me a little was how the stinger got out.
It looked like only the top of SQ was above/not covered by magma yet.  The
stinger must be built of really sturdy material, because even SQ was on
fire. Although surfacing might have put out any fires on the stinger.  Even
though it didn't make sense, it made for great drama. I loved the scene on
the beach when he sees the stinger surface and realizes what it means.

I suppose if you're not really into character drama, the episode would have
been boring. But as I said, I thought it was GREAT!!!

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 19:08:20 GMT
From: KGARRISO@ua1vm.ua.edu (Karen Garrison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Questions about seaQuest finale

This might consistute a SPOILER
 
I have two questions about the finale maybe someone would like to share an
opinion on:
 
Question #1.  When Bridger returns to his quarters after the ship is
evacuated and he "talks" to Carol, he turns off the computer and says, "I
love you, kiddo."  Now.  To whom is he referring?  If it was Carol, why
didn't he say it while she was still there?  And why would he call her
"kiddo?"  I admit it's possible, but strange.  Is he referring to Lucas?
Kind of a belated "thanks for giving me this opportunity" type of thing?
I'm curious as to what people think.
  
Question #2.  When Dr. Wolenczak and Bridger meet in the launch bay, Dr. W.
says "The World Power Plant was a noble idea." Bridger responds, "So was
_______.  "  What did he say??  I can't understand him!
 
Thanks.
 
Karen

------------------------------
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		      Television - SeaQuest (9 msgs)
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Date: 24 May 94 18:32:43 GMT
From: KGARRISO@ua1vm.ua.edu (Karen Garrison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: seaQuest finale -- SPOILERS

Beware of SPOILERS
 
I've been reading over some comments on the SQ finale and thought it was
time to make a few of my own.
 
The episode wasn't really about technology or science this time around,
though the frame on which the bulk of the story was hung was a technical
one.  Admittedly, it was a weak frame.  There were the problems that have
typically plagued seaQuest this year - nit picking and glaring plot
inconsistencies that will leave you scratching your head!  However, this
story was about relationships and the emotions that bind people together
and tear them apart.  On THAT level, the emotional level, the story worked
well.  I, personally, liked it because I found it emotionally satisfying.
People who want more action or technospeak were likely disappointed.
 
If this had been expanded into a two hour finale, I think it could have
been one of seaQuest's finest.  I, too, thought that Bridger sounded the
alarm and evacuated the boat terribly quickly, when he could have much more
easily backed the boat off and taken better stock of his options.  He was
going to abort the rescue anyway, until Crocker intervened with his request
- - it would have been much more logical for him to have moved the seaQuest
out of harm's way.  The only possible explanation I can think of is that
Bridger was already thinking the only way to close that rift was by
bringing the boat down there and he wanted to evacuate thinking of that
eventuality.  It did seem rushed.  We won't even mention what *should* have
been the result of that much firepower going up at once (can you say
tsunami, boys and girls? or ecological disaster of Biblical proportions?).
I guess they want us to believe that by the time the explosions went off
that the seaQuest was one hundred miles or more deep into that chamber;
Ford did say that it measured 200 miles deep.  And we also have to close
our eyes to the fact that the Stinger wasn't melted into liquid when it
appeared that the boat was already submerged in the magma...ach!
 
All that aside, there was a lot to like about this episode if you enjoy
human conflict.  The character of Crocker finally got some depth.  The
brief discussion in Ford's quarters was a nice touch.  The crew interaction
was very nice all the way through (but that volleyball game was too darned
LONG!) and it is obvious and believeable that this crew cares a great deal
about each other.  Those of you who are parents (and heck, those of you who
will be one day) should pay close attention to the very powerful scene
between Lucas and Westphalen - never assume teens are too young or stupid
to both understand and crave intimacy ("and I don't mean sex!") with their
family and friends.
 
For me, personally, the strengths of the episode outdid the weaknesses.
Now we get to speculate about who will return and what the new boat will
look like.  Let's hope that the stories get stronger, for I think we have a
pretty good emotional/relationship foundation on which to build.  And as
for those of you wishing Lucas would go away - dream on.  The Bridger/Lucas
relationship is a cornerstone of this story.  The ending to the finale
should tell you that.  It's almost comical to me when you think about
Bridger's last lines to Lucas - "Don't worry about next year.  Next year is
gonna be great!" - Prophetic for the series, perhaps?  :-)
 
Karen

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 19:53:10 GMT
From: mcirvin@scws28.harvard.edu (Matt McIrvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest's 100megaton expolsion

Dawn R. Humphrey <drh4@po.CWRU.Edu> wrote:
>Was Bridger just referring to the expolsive capacity of the ship and its
>armament to give us a refernce we could relate to or was it a real nuclear
>explosion.

If he was, it must have been some rather exotic technology!  To give you
something to compare the number to, the largest explosion ever humanly
achieved was a Soviet H-bomb test of about 50 megatons TNT equivalent (done
sometime during the sixties, I think).  The term "megaton," incidentally,
doesn't refer specifically to nuclear weapons; it just compares energy
released to millions of tons of TNT, a chemical explosive.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 20:29:05 GMT
From: nagy@dcd00.fnal.gov (Frank J. Nagy:VAX Wizard&Loose Cannon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest's 100megaton expolsion

Before we even get to the 100 MT non-explosion consider these nits:

   - the engineering stupidity that would disconnect/whatever the existing
     powerplants before the new system had been *fully* tested.

   - expecting to power the entire planet from what appears to be turbines
     placed in deep ocean currents (a low density energy source).  Would
     take *lots* and *lots* and *lots* of turbines!

   - where did that lava field come from?  why did the activation of the
     turbines cause the crust to break open?  the crust appeared to be only
     a few hundred feet thick at most - surely one could detect the lava on
     the other side - just touch the ocean bottom with any crude
     temperature measuring instrument.

This was the *stupidist* SQ show ever in so many ways.  The story was so
chopped up and cryptic it made no sense even as a TV show (let alone
scientifically or according to the engineering).

Dr. Frank J. Nagy
Fermilab Computing Division
Operating Systems Support Dept
Fermilab POB 500 MS/234
Batavia, IL 60510
nagy@fnal.gov
nagy@fndcd.fnal.gov

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 20:39:23 GMT
From: jtodd@superdec.uni.uiuc.edu (Jeremy Todd)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest's 100megaton expolsion

nagy@dcd00.fnal.gov (Frank J. Nagy:VAX Wizard&Loose Cannon) writes:
>This was the *stupidist* SQ show ever in so many ways.  The story was so
>chopped up and cryptic it made no sense even as a TV show (let alone
>scientifically or according to the engineering).

   No disagreement here.  My biggest problem with the finale, as nitpicky
as it sounds, is the fact that the crust breaks open, exposing a river of
lava, and there is ABSOLUTELY NO STEAM!  Shouldn't the water be boiling
like crazy around the lava?  Wouldn't this seal over the break in a few
weeks at most?
   Also, why would a 100-megaton blast seal off the lava?  Wouldn't such an
explosion simply vaporize a kilometer or so of the already-weakened crust,
and send a huge superheated tidal wave toward the land?  I hope the writers
and Toaster people start thinking for next season.
   And now for the number one complaint: why didn't the SQ launch its
nuclear warheads at the lava?  Why actually pilot the whole boat into the
lava, when you can just launch a torpedo or something?

   And if they think they can build another whole boat in the 4 months
before next season, they're even crazier than they seem.

jtodd@superdec.uni.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 13:29:52 GMT
From: mcmahan@canton.cs.unca.edu (Scott McMahan -- Genesis mailing list owner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest's 100megaton expolsion

Well, this was the first time ever that the seaQuest could actually be
*SEEN* on the screen during the show. The first time it wasn't hidden in
murk and darkness. For $10 Billion or whatever they're spending on special
effects, this is quite a breakthrough.

Scott

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 17:43:00 GMT
From: humphrey@heasrc.gsfc.nasa.gov (Sue Humphrey, HEASARC, 301/286-9261)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SeaQuests End

I've seen a lot of notes here about the end of Seaquest, and I am frankly
surprised.  I think most of you watch the show just to belittle it.

1) The whole power plant was based where it was (on the magma crust) for
exactly that purpose.  The power came NOT from the ocean currents (I
thought this, too, but watch closer) but from the magma and its effect on
the ocean and the floor there.  They chose that spot on purpose, for
precisely what did them in.  I think the windmill looking things might have
been accruing power from a change in the temperature of the water from the
magma: rather like harnessing the effect of a super cold front hitting a
super warm front, which frequently produces tropical storms and hurricanes,
only underwater.

2) The whole thing with the volley ball, and Lucas was, I think, to
reinforce the ideas that Lucas is a kid caught in the middle between a
neglectful parent, approaching adult-hood, and a job he likes ending.  He's
not a full fledged anything, and his whole world is again, with the end of
the tour, and Bridger leaving, and his father becoming a major "personage"
in the world, falling into bits, just when he thought he had a place for
himself.

3) I think the total lack of power, and no way to restore it, was a goof,
as was the lack of tsunami, and an appropriate explosion.  Small prices to
pay for a relatively good episode.

Finally, with regard to the new boat: Maybe the new episodes for the fall
start, say, two to five years from when the last episode ended.

Sue

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 01:48:25 GMT
From: MILLER_BR@mercer.peachnet.edu (Betsy Miller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: seaQuest finale

Sue Humphrey  ( humphrey@heasrc.gsfc.nasa.gov ) says:
>2)  The whole thing with the volley ball, and Lucas was, I think, to

I think the volleyball game was just a part of world-wide holiday high
spirits [as well as a great excuse for some nice beefcake shots ;-) ...
just not enough shots of Marco Sanchez :-( ]
 
>reinforce the ideas that Lucas is a kid caught in the middle between a
>neglectful parent, approaching adult-hood, and a job he likes ending.
>He's not a full fledged anything, and his whole world is again, with the
>end of the tour, and Bridger leaving, and his father becoming a major
>"personage"

Where'd you get the idea that Bridger's leaving the sub?  What's he got to
go back to (or on to)?  The pilot brought out that this man had stayed away
from subs by sheer willpower, for what he thought was a good reason, and
had missed being underwater every moment of that time.  I think that that
100 megaton explosion was the only thing that *would* have gotten him off
the seaQuest for good!

But yeah, Lucas is definitely not sanguine about *his* future: a neglectful
parent is about to exercise rights over him, regardless of his own wishes,
and the people who've cared about him - Bridger and Westphalen, won't be
able to do a damn thing about it since he's still underage.  So he's in a
major funk.  Again.  (But with real good reason!)

>3) I think the total lack of power, and no way to restore it, was a goof,
>as was the lack of tsunemi, and an appropriate explosion.  Small prices to
>pay for a relatively good episode.

Bridger had a real good point about redundant systems, and I too find it
hard to believe that all the "old systems" would have already been
scrapped.

I think that the lack of tsunami and appropriate explosion had more to do
with special effects technology (since they obviously weren't computer
generated this time!) and money than anything else.  :->

>Finally, with regard to the new boat: Maybe the new episodes for the fall
>start, say, two to five years from when the last episode ended.

Be interesting to see what happens....and who comes back.

lictor@aol.com (Lictor) writes:
>emotional junk was because apparently Stephanie Beacham isn't
>returning :( and neither is the Hitchcock character. 

Where'd they get *this* idea?  Just because the character *said* that she
thought she'd take the high-paying private sector job at the end of the
show doesn't mean that the actress won't be back for the next season.  I
took this as part and parcel of the usual "who's returning?  tune in in
September" season-ending cliff-hanger scripting.  I haven't *heard*
anything about Stacy Haiduk going off, whereas it's been well-publicized
that Stephanie Beacham is.  Two different situations here.

Betsy Miller
Mercer University Main Library
miller_br@mercer.peachnet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 03:00:43 GMT
From: dadams@netcom.com (Dean Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuests End

humphrey@heasrc.gsfc.nasa.gov (Sue Humphrey, HEASARC, 301/286-9261) writes:
>1) The whole power plant was based where it was (on the magma crust) for
>exactly that purpose.  The power came NOT from the ocean currents (I
>thought this, too, but watch closer) but from the magma and its effect on
>the ocean and the floor there.

Phew... how in the world did you come up with that??

> They chose that spot on purpose, for precisely what did them in.

That would still make them exactly as negligent as before however.  

>I think the total lack of power, and no way to restore it, was a goof, as
>was the lack of tsunemi, and an appropriate explosion.  Small prices to
>pay for a relatively good episode.

I thought they were nails in the coffin of a very low-quality episode.

>Finally, with regard to the new boat: Maybe the new episodes for the fall
>start, say, two to five years from when the last episode ended.

We'll see...  I just hope they spend a little more time on intelligent
*WRITING* and interesting characters for a change, rather than just
building all new sets...

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 15:20:09 GMTF
rom: KGARRISO@ua1vm.ua.edu (Karen Garrison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuests End

humphrey@heasrc.gsfc.nasa.gov (Sue Humphrey) writes:
 >I've seen a lot of notes here about the end of Seaquest, and I am frankly
>surprised.  I think most of you watch the show just to belittle it.
 
I must agree with you on this statement.  It seems to be very vogue to come
down hard on this show and completely overlook its strengths.
 
>1) The whole power plant was based where it was (on the magma crust) for
>exactly that purpose.  The power came NOT from the ocean currents (I
>thought this, too, but watch closer) but from the magma and its effect on
>the ocean and the floor there.  They chose that spot on purpose, for
>precisely what did them in.  I think the windmill looking things might
>have been accruing power from a change in the temperature of the water
>from the magma: rather like harnessing the effect of a super cold front
>hitting a super warm front, which frequently produces tropical storms and
>hurricanes, only underwater.
 
Well of course the magma was the thing; it is from this seemingly endless
supply of thermal energy that the electricity was to be generated.  I can't
speak to the engineering aspects of the procedure, but in light of Dr.
Ballard's comments at the end, it is the magma that is being tapped for the
energy.
 
Note Dr. Wolenczak's comments about "expecting" compromises when Jordan
reports the first event.  Apparently surveys of some sort had been made.
What would have been better would be if perhaps some geologists had warned
that just such an occurrence could be expected, and Dr. Wolenczak chose to
ignore those warnings in his zeal for the project.  THAT is not beyond the
realm of imagination.
 
>2) The whole thing with the volley ball, and Lucas was, I think, to
>reinforce the ideas that Lucas is a kid caught in the middle between a
>neglectful parent, approaching adult-hood, and a job he likes ending.
>He's not a full fledged anything, and his whole world is again, with the
>end of the tour, and Bridger leaving, and his father becoming a major
>"personage" in the world, falling into bits, just when he thought he had a
>place for himself.
 
This is a good point.  Still, for the story's sake, it went on a bit too
long.  Better use of time could have been made by explaining more of the
power plant project.
 
>3) I think the total lack of power, and no way to restore it, was a goof,
>as was the lack of tsunemi, and an appropriate explosion.  Small prices to
>pay for a relatively good episode.
 
Noyce said something about a power surge when he was yelling at Nathan
during the teleconference.  It could be that the old systems could not have
been brought back up because of connection problems (hardware fried or
somesuch).  This was a weak aspect.  Also the lack of results of the
explosion, but again, I agree with you - a small price to pay.
 
>Finally, with regard to the new boat: Maybe the new episodes for the fall
>start, say, two to five years from when the last episode ended.
 
I have to disagree here.  I agree that in practicality, this would be the
case.  But if you wait that long, Lucas will be practically grown, probably
have his doctorate and lose all that teen-age angst which is a vital part
of the Bridger/Lucas relationship and makes his presence on the boat a
problemmatic plot point.  I don't see how they can sacrifice this storyline
aspect.  Also, even though Brandis IS 18, he looks younger, and it'd be
hard to make him look 22 or 23 years old by fall!  Somehow, the writers
have to pull a sub out of their hats in a year or less.  It'll be hard to
buy, but that's what I expect.
 
Karen

------------------------------
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Date: 26 May 94 13:16:08 GMT
From: jmc@ac.dal.ca (Joan Chiasson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest's 100megaton expolsion

My biggest problem was the explosion, although I grant you that active
underwater volcanoes produce a lot of steam, along with a fair amount of
exotic gases.

I've seen film footage of underwater nuclear detonations from the 50s, and
there is no way you'd find me lounging around on the beach waiting for one
to go off. With 100 Mt there should also have been a sizable fireball, and
much radioactive fallout.

Not that there were many choices given in the program, it's just that it
would have been safer to stay in the shuttles.

Joe

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 21:17:41 GMT
From: ps296au@sdcc4.ucsd.edu (Steven Cobb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest's 100megaton expolsion

mcmahan@canton.cs.unca.edu (Scott McMahan) writes:
>Well, this was the first time ever that the seaQuest could actually be
>*SEEN* on the screen during the show. The first time it wasn't hidden in
>murk and darkness. For $10 Billion or whatever they're spending on special
>effects, this is quite a breakthrough.

Funny, I remember not so long ago, everyone was ranting about how
unrealistic it was that you could see the ship at all under water.

It was an artistic choice (and I think it was a good compromise) They could
have been realistic and just shown a black screen (not much fun) or they
could do what you seem to suggest and have it look like it is 10 ft below
the surface.

All they would have to have done is turn up the ambient light "knobs" on
LightWave.  It would look pretty silly (to me).

The deep ocean is dark, murky and cold.

Steven Cobb
scobb@ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 13:57:31 GMT
From: ted.debowy@asb.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SEAQUEST NEW SEASON

Well, personally, I think the whole thing will turn out to be a dream of
Darwin's.  He'll wake up and find Roy Scheider in the shower and give a
squeak of relief.

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 02:21:46 GMT
From: drh4@po.cwru.edu (Dawn R. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: seaQuest's 100megaton expolsion

According to my husband, who has yet to actually watch this episode, at
sufficient depths lava and water can exist side by side without any steam.
Thus there was no steam produced by the crack in the sea's crust assuming
it was deep enough. Since his advanced degree is in fluid mechanics, I tend
to think he knows what he's talking about.

Dawn

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 16:59:13 GMT
From: abennett@athena.mit.edu (Andrew A. Bennett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SEAQUEST counter-nitpicks

Well, after reading all of the nitpicks, I feel that *someone* ought to
speak for the other side...

1) The power station - If it is a thermal electric conversion station (and
it sure looks like one) then you need a heat source and a cold sink.  The
bigger the temperature difference, the more efficient your system will be.
Magma is pretty hot stuff, and the abyssal ocean is pretty constant at 4
degrees C. That makes a pretty good delta-T.  I assume the "windmills" were
either for visual effect or they were trying to be super anally-efficient
and tapping into the current generated by the thermal plumes.

2) Why didn't they switch the old systems back on?  Because the power grid
is not like a light switch.  Restarting a grid is incredibly complicated;
that's why the last New York/New England blackout lasted so long - the loss
of power only took about 10 seconds.  Resetting and reestablishing the grid
took hours (and in some areas, days).  We can reasonably assume that the
grid of the future would be even worse to try and reset.  Especially after
a crash like the one we saw on the show.

3) Fountains of steam, lava, ash, etc..  Not at those depths!  Typical
abyssal pressures are around 10,000 PSI.  You're not going to see vapor at
that depth and it'll diffuse into the water long before anything gets near
the surface.

4) Why didn't they survey the area and predict what would happen?  By the
nature of the system, it can't be tested in full scale until it's actually
in full scale use (you need a load on the system to run it.  A global power
system would need a global power load to test it).  you can make some
predictions about what will happen under full load, but you're still going
to be surprised.  The power drain of the system as a whole probably caused
a thermal imbalance in the rock, which resulted in excess stress, which
resulted in fracture, which...  The accident is a _little_ outlandish, but
not really.

Now, just to show that I'm not a cheerleader, here are *my* nitpicks:

100 Megaton explosion - It wouldn't create much of a stir on the surface
(the in-water tests of the '50's were shallow water tests - this was really
deep).  But why the explosion at all?  It's not going to seal the hole
since there was nothing to seal it *with*.  Most likely the blast would
have opened up more crust and made things worse.  Oh, well.

Power Control Center - why was it there?  There was no reson to keep it
right on top of the magma.  Why not put it on shore and monitor from there?
Just keep a maintenance crew on site.

And the hydrodynamics of the sub needed work, too.  Way too much drag in
that shape.  A nice "potential flow" shape would have been better. Maybe
they'll fix that in the new sub.

Oh, well.  That episode was not the best, but not the worst, either.  It
had some of the best characterizations yet.  I hope they can keep that up.

What are my "qualifications to nitpick"?  I design autonomous underwater
vehicles (and I used to design nuclear devices - the sensors, not the bit
that goes bang).

Andrew Bennett
MIT AUV Lab
MIT Room E38-300
292 Main St.    
Cambridge, MA  02139
abennett@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 22:31:44 GMT
From: putter@ace.com (Putter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SeaQuest: Why Whestphalen leaving?

Could someone please tell me why Stephanie Beacham is leaving SeaQuest?
Everyone says the news has been highly publicized, but I, of course, have
managed to miss it. Thanks. :)

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 22:34:03 GMT
From: sashi@feith.com (Sashi Alexandra German)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST counter-nitpicks

abennett@ATHENA.MIT.EDU (Andrew A. Bennett) writes:
>2) Why didn't they switch the old systems back on?  Because the power grid
>is not like a light switch.  Restarting a grid is incredibly complicated;
>that's why the last New York/New England blackout lasted so long - the
>loss of power only took about 10 seconds.  Resetting and reestablishing
>the grid took hours (and in some areas, days).  We can reasonably assume
>that the grid of the future would be even worse to try and reset.
>Especially after a crash like the one we saw on the show.

I agree completely. I also found it rather hard to believe that no one
could plan ahead of time for problems... and that there were either no
adequate back-up systems or the old system couldn't be turned on. I mean...
how many of us have purchased something new and waited to make sure it
worked before throwing out the old machine (or whatever). It seemed VERY
careless on the part of A LOT of leaders.

>Power Control Center - why was it there?  There was no reson to keep it
>right on top of the magma.  Why not put it on shore and monitor from
>there?  Just keep a maintence crew on site.

I agree with you on this point as well. I was sitting there during the
episode thinking to myself "HOW could they have placed the station RIGHT
THERE?" It seemed, again very careless and thoughtless on the part of the
scientists.  On the other hand, we could just assume there was some MAJOR
technical reason that we are unaware of that justified the control center
where it was...

Sashi German
Philadelphia, PA
sashi@feith.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 13:37:07 GMT
From: chrisl@ncms.org (Chris Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SeaQuest: Why Whestphalen leaving?

putter@ace.com (Putter) writes:
>Could someone please tell me why Stephanie Beacham is leaving SeaQuest?

I believe the reason given is that she does not want to move to Florida,
where production of the show is moving.

Doesn't make much sense to me, since there are plenty of actors who appear
in TV shows not shot in their hometowns.  Is this the real reason?

Chris Lang
Technology Integration, Inc.
3025 Boardwalk
Ann Arbor, MI  48108
chrisl@ncms.org

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 15:15:26 GMT
From: KGARRISO@ua1vm.ua.edu (Karen Garrison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST counter-nitpicks

abennett@ATHENA.MIT.EDU (Andrew A. Bennett) writes:
>4) Why didn't they survey the area and predict what would happen?  
 
Well, they probably did survey the area, and who is to say someone
mentioned that this might happen?  Probably were long odds, though, and
they thought it worth the gamble.
 
>Now, just to show that I'm not a cheerleader, here are *my* nitpicks:
>
>100 Megaton explosion - It wouldn't create much of a stir on the surface
>(the in-water tests of the '50's were shallow water tests - this was
>really deep).
 
Did it ever say just how deep?  I still say that there would have been more
disturbance at the surface - I know Ford said the magma chamber was about
two miles deep and that is pretty darn deep but, the SQ hadn't fallen that
far, I didn't think.

>But why the explosion at all?  It's not going to seal the hole since there
>was nothing to seal it *with*.  Most likely the blast would have opened up
>more crust and made things worse.  Oh, well.
 
That concerned me, too - I think they wanted us to believe it would
collapse on itself, but I doubt it.
 
>Power Control Center - why was it there?  There was no reson to keep it
>right on top of the magma.  Why not put it on shore and monitor from
>there?  Just keep a maintence crew on site.
 
This is a good question but I'm wondering if maybe this WAS a secondary
station.  Remember Noyce said "Last I heard, Wolenczak is dead."  Now, who
did he hear THAT from, if not from a surface crew?  Rosenfeld and Jordan
knew he wasn't dead.  The people in the station were dead, according to Dr.
W.  - I'm thinking perhaps a panicked tech called up to the surface saying
everyone was dead and reported the "catastrophic oscillation."  Maybe Dr. W
and company just went down there for the initial online event - though his
office did look rather lived in.  Or maybe even the surface personnel tried
to contact them down there and couldn't raise anyone and made the
assumption they were all dead.  This is rather strange.
 
>Oh, well.  That episode was not the best, but not the worst, either.  It
>had some of the best characterizations yet.  I hope they can keep that up.
 
Me, too.  With all the new crew they are going to have to introduce, many
of the character interactions will have to be redrawn.  I hope they will
pay more attention to it from the outset.
 
Karen

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 17:37:06 GMT
From: abennett@athena.mit.edu (Andrew A. Bennett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SEAQUEST counter-nitpicks

KGARRISO@ua1vm.ua.edu (Karen Garrison) writes:
>>4) Why didn't they survey the area and predict what would happen?  By the
> 
>Well, they probably did survey the area, and who is to say someone
>mentioned that this might happen?  Probably were long odds, though, and
>they thought it worth the gamble.

Good point.  We "play the odds" with our systems all the time.  If you want
to be *absolutely sure* about something, you have to test it to death or
make it really redundant.  That's why the computers on the shuttle are only
286's (or whatever).  It takes _years_ to qualify a system or conduct an
exhausting survey, and most people don't like to wait that long (Lucas' dad
did not strike me as the patient type).

>Did it ever say just how deep?  I still say that there would have been
>more disturbance at the surface - I know Ford said the magma chamber was
>about two miles deep and that is pretty darn deep but, the SQ hadn't
>fallen that far, I didn't think.

I'll have to ask a friend of mine about the overpressures...  if I never
post an update, then I'm not allowed to...

ASIDE: You can actually stop a nuclear blast with the right doors.  Of
course, it takes about 9 sets of them and each pair are about a meter thick
and made of steel, but you *can* do it.  Undergound tests put the delicate
instruments at the end of a long tunnel, lined with these doors.  The doors
are triggered at about the same time as the blast so that the radiation
gets past, but not the shock wave.  The doors are closed with hydraulic
rams in a matter of milliseconds.  7 or 8 of the 9 pairs are usually
destroyed (but then, you don't need to re-use them, anyway).  Obviously, no
one can watch them in action, but the system tests are truly inspiring -
makes you look at the doors on "Star Trek" in a whole new way. :)

>This is a good question but I'm wondering if maybe this WAS a secondary
>station.  Remember Noyce said "Last I heard, Wolenczak is dead."  Now, who
>did he hear THAT from, if not from a surface crew?  Rosenfeld and Jordan
>knew he wasn't dead.  The people in the station were dead, according to
>Dr. W. - I'm thinking perhaps a panicked tech called up to the surface
>saying everyone was dead and reported the "catastrophic oscillation."
>Maybe Dr. W and company just went down there for the initial online event
>- though his office did look rather lived in.  Or maybe even the surface
>personnel tried to contact them down there and couldn't raise anyone and
>made the assumption they were all dead.  This is rather strange.

That's right - it was the "grand opening" so it made sense that all the
big-shots would want to be there.  Maybe Wolenczak "lived" there during the
final phases to keep an eye on everything.

Well, now we wait to see what the "seaQuest II" looks like.  At least we
beat them on one thing - our AUV (Autonomous Underwater Vehicle) "Odyssey
II" was launched last November.  :)

ANOTHER ASIDE: Most of the background props you see on the show are for
real.  The shipping crates, the glass spheres, the little ROV, etc. are all
real equipment.

Andrew Bennett
MIT AUV Lab
MIT Room E38-300                    
292 Main St.                        
Cambridge, MA  02139                
abennett@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 May 94 15:32:49 GMT
From: GRUNDFEST@midyork.lib.ny.us
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Alien Nation

I really HAVE to stand up re the slur Gharlane gave to the the Alien Nation
TV show.  I loved that show.  Personally, I don't care as much about
scientific accuracy as I do about plot and character development, and Alien
Nation was wonderful in both these things.  It was charming, surprising,
suspenseful, funny, caring, and everything I enjoyed watching, and I was
terribly disappointed when it was cancelled.  All my SF-watching-and-
reading friends felt the same way.

Jill Grundfest

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 07:22:53 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alien Nation

GRUNDFEST@midyork.lib.ny.us writes:
> I really HAVE to stand up re the slur Gharlane gave to the the Alien
> Nation TV show.  I loved that show.  Personally, I don't care as much
> about

I don't have any memory of having slurred the TV show, although I've
certainly excoriated the *movie* Rockne O'Bannon typed, on more than one
occasion.
 
The TV-series version of "ALIEN NATION," while a bit soap-opera-ish and
labored at times, was invariably well-produced and well-acted.

> scientific accuracy as I do about plot and character development, and
> Alien Nation was wonderful in both these things.

It had no more plot and character development than any afternoon soap opera
that Henry Slesar wrote for more than a few years, but it certainly
exceeded the conceptual coherence of its competition, and consequently
shone by comparison.

> It was charming, surprising, suspenseful, funny, caring, and everything
> I enjoyed watching, and I was terribly disappointed when it was
> cancelled.  All my SF-watching-and-reading friends felt the same way.

Well, sure.  It was a decent show; even when they descended to the
schlock-plot level, as often happened for the "B" plotlines, it was still
interesting and watchable, due to the talent and hard work of the cast and
production crew.

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 14:18:03 GMT
From: donan@u.washington.edu (Donald Anglin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alien Nation

The new TV Guide as a page (with a picture of the cast) on the new
made-for-tv movie of this show. All and all it's very positive about the
project and its future (which may or may not meant anything of course).

I've asked this once before, but here goes again: Was there ever a faq on
this show? Episode guide? If so and an ftp site, what address? (complete
please).

Thanks!

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 12:44:13 GMT
From: morrissey@stsci.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Air Date for Alien Nation Movie?

Has anyone heard an air date for the Alien Nation movie?  When I first
heard about it, I thought that May was mentioned.  It's now June, and I
hope I haven't missed it.

Janet Morrissey
morrissey@stsci.edu

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 10 Jun 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 438

Today's Topics:

       Television - UFO & Ranma 1/2 & Twilight Zone & Galaxy Beat &
                    Odyssey & Lifepod (2 msgs) & Captain Power &
                    Forever Knight (3 msgs) & Outer Limits (2 msgs) &
                    Something Is Out There (2 msgs) &
                    Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea & Space Precinct &
                    Fort Hope & Krofft Shows

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 04:21:36 GMT
From: allegretto@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: UFO on SCI-FI

Just to let you know, the FOX network is making a 1990's version of UFO.
MICROPROSE software is also making a very similar pc game called X-COM.

------------------------------

Date: 19 May 94 05:20:09 GMT
From: viz@netcom.com (Trish Ledoux)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ranma 1/2!

Ranma 1/2 is my personal favorite.  I'm afraid there are about 130+
half-hour episodes plus a few OAVs, so if you get seriously interested
you're going to be spending a little money.  :-) The "1/2" is a reference
to Ranma's particular problem - 1/2 the time he's himself, and the other
1/2 the time he's _herself_ instead!  Japanese use of English is sometimes
a bit confusing (mainly because it tends to be used in Japanese sentence
structure), so don't feel bad about being a little confused over the naming
thing.  "Ranma Half" is the correct title in English.

To be precise...

"Ranma 1/2" was broadcast on Japanese television in two separate series,
although they are generally grouped together and thought of as one.

The first, "Ranma 1/2," had 18 episodes and ran from 4/15/89 to 9/16/89;
the second, "Ranma 1/2, Raging Battle" (Nettouhen) ran from 10/20/89 to
9/25/92 and lasted for 143 episodes. There are 161 TV episodes total.

There are also two theatrical features. The first was released on 11/2/91
under the title "Ranma 1/2, The Battle of Nekonron, China--A Battle to Defy
the Rules" (English title, "Ranma 1/2 The Movie, Big Trouble in Nekonron,
China"). The second movie was released on 8/1/92 under the Japanese title
"Ranma 1/2, Battle at Togenkyo! Get Back the Brides!" ("Ranma 1/2 The Movie
2, Nihao My Concubine" in English).

There is also an OAV series which ostensibly picks up where the TV series
left off. To date, four OAVs have been released in Japan: (1) "Shampoo's
Sudden Switch! The Curse of the Contrary Jewel," (2) "Tendo Family
Christmas Scramble," (3) "Akane vs. Ranma! I'LL Be the One to Inherit
Mother's Recipes," and (4) "Stormy Weather Comes to School! Growing Up With
Miss Hinako." In English, two OAVs have been combined onto one OAV volume:
(1-2) "Desperately Seeking Shampoo," and (3-4) "Like Water For Ranma."

As mentioned above, most of these titles are also available in English.
The correct title for the series in general is read "Ranma One-Half," not
"Ranma Half."

Hope this clarifies a little.

Trish Ledoux
Editor
Viz Communications
viz@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 19:56:15 GMT
From: zzevan@rahul.net (Dr. Ronald G. Evans)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Twilight Zone list

Announcing a new list devoted to discussion of Rod Serling's Twilight Zone.
The principle focus of the list is on sharing opinions and information
about the original series, which aired 1959-1964. If there is sufficient
interest we might also include discussion of the remake series from the
1980's.

For information or to subscribe: tzone-request@hustle.rahul.net

Dr. Ronald G. Evans
zzevan@rahul.net

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 13:09:58 GMT
From: tlg4@po.cwru.edu (TJ Goldstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: GALAXY BEAT beaten

Just found out that CBS has "decided not to go any further" on GALAXY BEAT,
the sf "spoof" show what would have had L&C's Tracy Scoggins in it.
There's no word as to whether the project is going to be offered to other
outlets.

TJ Goldstein
tlg4@po.cwru.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 19:16:54 GMT
From: kellysa@ia.engin.umich.edu (Shad Alan Kelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Odyssey (Canadian)

Has anyone else in the Detroit area seen a Canadian sci-fi/fantasy show
called Odyssey. I think it's written for young adults (10-15) but I really
enjoy it. I think the concept is original, and the episodes are well done.
Here's what I know: a young boy named Jay is in a coma in our "real" world.
Here's where things get strange. In Jay's mind (I think) he is in another
world-similar to the "real" one but way messed over. Kind of like a
teenager's version of Mad Max's world. He has two travelling companions,
one male, one female. I think the girl is based on his sister. He's trying
to get to "The Tower", and has strange adventures on the way. Part of the
show reveals his family's attempts to revive him. His mom seems to be the
strength of the family. Anyway, I would love to hear any information about
the show, especially about the early ones. Thanks in advance.

Shad A. Kelly
kellysa@engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 17:38:33 GMT
From: loh@vertigo.helix.net (Keith Meng-Wei Loh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: LIFEPOD

FOX showed this as its movie of the week last night. I open with a
question: where did this movie come from? 

Now a summary: Actor Ron Silver directed this SF movie based on Alfred
Hitchcock's classic 'Lifeboat'.  Basically, a group of diverse survivors
escape from an exploding space cruiserliner on board a dilapidated
'Lifepod' and drift for days despairing of rescue.  As the pressures of
their survival begin to tighten on them, tensions cause them to fight among
themselves as well as get to know each others' backgrounds. There's an
added twist in the projection of a interplanetary corporation intrigue,
etc.. One by one they ... You get the idea.

The production values were pretty good. FX was superb but it was very
decent. Silver's direction in the claustrophobic confines of the lifepod
was adequate. The only name actor in the bunch besides Silver was Robert
Loggia. And the twist at the end was pretty good, as well, though a jaded
movie goer might have been able to figure it out earlier. I wasn't
expecting a decent twist in a TV movie so it caught me by surprise.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 10:36:52 GMT
From: phyprt@caledonia.hw.ac.uk (PR Taylor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: LIFEPOD

I remember seeing this film on Fox last year when I was in Canada.
Yes it was a good film BUT:

As the pod loses it air-conditioning, it got hotter from the sun and the
men started to take off their clothing. So why on Earth did the woman keep
her long dress on throughout the movie? Why didn't she at least cut some of
it off!

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 01:26:08 GMT
From: devonalexc@aol.com (DevonAlexC)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Captain Power episode guide?

I'm looking for an episode guide for the early Straczynski TV show,
"Captain Power and the Soldiers of the Future."  Does anyone have one, or
any clues where I can find one?  It can be as detailed or as sketchy as you
like so long as it's (mostly) in order.  Thanks!  E-mail me at DevonAlexC @
aol.com.

Devon Carter

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 03:06:00 GMT
From: glenn.st-germain@freddy.supernet.ab.ca (Glenn St-Germain)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Forever Knight

Does anyone have information/confirmation/etc. re: the rumour of the
resurrection of the Forever Knight series? I've heard in the wind that it
will be back. How? Same cast? Details please, if you have them!  

Glenn St-Germain
Edmonton Alberta Canada
gst@freddy.supernet.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 02:04:05 GMT
From: cuecutter@aol.com (CueCutter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forever Knight

FOREVER KNIGHT is returning in September. It will be in First-Run
Syndication with most of the cast returning (Except the guy who plays the
Lt.) it picks up right when it left off. Promises to be good. I think
they're doing either 22 or 24 episodes

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 18:11:29 GMT
From: jad44314@ih-nxt01 (Janet A. Dornhoff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forever Knight

cuecutter@aol.com (CueCutter) writes:
>FOREVER KNIGHT is returning in September. It will be in First-Run
>Syndication with most of the cast returning (Except the guy who plays the
>Lt.) it picks up right when it left off. Promises to be good. I think
>they're doing either 22 or 24 episodes.

As you say, all except Gary Farmer, who played Captain Stonetree, are
returning.  Nigel Bennett, who plays LaCroix, says that the filming is
going very well, and that this season's scripts are even better than the
first one's.  The second episode will include a flashback to when Janette
was brought across.

Since the series will be in syndication, I don't know whether it will be
available in your area or not.  I suggest you, and anyone else interested
in the show, call your local syndie stations (the ones that show Star Trek,
Highlander, Time Trax, etc.) and ask to speak to the programming
department.  Even if they're not currently planning to air the series, it's
not too late to change their minds; just be sure to be polite. :-)

Janet Dornhoff
jad44314@sumter.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 17:00:01 GMT
From: da825@cleveland.freenet.edu (Richard N Kitchen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New "Outer Limits"

From the 6/2 LA Times:

"The popular science-fiction anthology and 1960s TV series "The Outer
Limits" will be resurrected on cable's Showtime, with a new two-hour movie
scheduled to air next February, followed by 20 one-hour episodes by
science-fiction writers who work 'in the spirit' of masters Robert
Heinlein, Isaac Asimov, Ray Bradbury and H.G. Wells.  Produced by the MGM
Worldwide Television Group, the project is being billed as 'the first major
step in the rebuilding of MGM Television' since it's the first major
production deal under new president John Symes.  Writers, directors and
cast for the project were not announced."

I wonder what "in the spirit" means?

Rick Kitchen
da825@cleveland.freenet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 19:21:08 GMT
From: cuecutter@aol.com (CueCutter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New "Outer Limits"

One can only hope that it's as good as the remake version (CBS, not
syndicated version) of THE TWILIGHT ZONE (1985-87) which in my opinion was
as good as the Original version.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 09:06:53 GMT
From: jam@comp.lancs.ac.uk (John A. Mariani)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Something is out there" : any comments?

On Sky One (a UK satellite channel) tonight (Monday 6th June and subsequent
week nights) there is a new "sci-fi drama series" entitled "Something is
Out There".

I've never heard of this (bodes ill) .. does anyone out there know anything
about this that they are willing to share? Is it worth setting up the video
recorder?

John A. Mariani
Lancaster University
Computing Dept.
Bailrigg, Lancaster LA1 4YR, UK
jam@comp.lancs.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 22:41:47 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Something is out there" : any comments?

jam@comp.lancs.ac.uk (John A. Mariani) writes:
> On Sky One (a UK satellite channel) tonight (Monday 6th June and
> subsequent week nights) there is a new "sci-fi drama series" entitled
> "Something Is Out There".
>
> I've never heard of this (bodes ill) .. does anyone out there know
> anything about this that they are willing to share? Is it worth setting
> up the video recorder?

The primary reason for watching the show is Miriam ("Maryam," or "Miryam,"
depending on cast list, country, and year of her appearance) D'Abo in
small, tight jeans.  (I figure she's a size 5 or size 3.  Yummy.)
 
The show was an attempt to capitalize on a composite of the "INVADERS" and
"ALIENS" plotlines; the original two-night miniseries, a total of four air
hours, wasn't actually too bad.  It borrows strongly from the movie "THE
HIDDEN," from "INVASION OF THE BODY SNATCHERS," and several other minor
classics.
 
Format: an advanced race of aliens have a prison ship somewhere in space.
An Evil Pseudomorphic Body-Snatching Telepathic alien manages to break
loose, destroy most of the prison ship, steal a spacecraft, and escape to a
conveniently near-by primitive planet, Earth.  The heroine, a medical type,
follows the Monster to kill it and keep it from destroying us vulnerable
humans.  She brings some strange high-tech weapons with her, runs afoul of
a crusty street cop, and ends up forming a relationship with him.  They
spend their time trying to find and destroy the Evil Alien, which bops from
body to body, trying different tricks to take over the Earth.  (At one
point during the latter half of the pilot, the Evil Critter, the hero, and
the heroine return to the prison ship for a confrontation, and we see the
Critter in its real form briefly.  It's not bad.)

Hope that they show you the extended version of the pilot, which was
actually kind of fun to watch.  For subsequent airings in the U.S., they
seem to have chopped the hell out of it; it's MUCH shorter.  Some of the
series episodes are good, some are marginal, and some are real stinkers.
(Think of a cross between a "buddy" cop show and "BEWITCHED," and you've
got the idea.)  It was never terribly good SF, but it had potential, and
was adequate entertainment.  If they'd left it in production for a year or
so, it could have become a good TV series; but it never really had a
chance.
 
If memory serves, it was produced and shot in Australia, as one of the
schedule fillers during the U.S. writers' strike in 1988.

I believe it's been out of production for about six years now. 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 00:07:04 GMT
From: badkarma1@aol.com (Badkarma1)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea

Are there any other Voyage fans out there?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 17:22:11 GMT
From: rwn@cbnewsd.cb.att.com (robert.w.neumann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: NEW GERRY ANDERSON SERIES: SPACE PRECINCT

The latest issue of FAB, the magazine published by the Gerry Anderson fan
club FANDERSON in England, has information on the new Gerry Anderson TV
series currently in production.

(Gerry Anderson has produced other sci-fi shows including SPACE:1999, UFO,
THUNDERBIRDS, etc.)

Due to legal reasons, the show previously known as "Space Police" has now
been changed to the working title "Space Precinct".  The show has been
pre-sold to 52 different countries/markets and will first be seen on an as
yet unnamed network in the United States this fall with a simultaneous
video release in the U.K.  The show will start its official U.K broadcast
in January 1995.

The main lead character will be played by Ted Shakleford (spelling??)  who
is best known as J.R. Ewing's estranged brother Gary from Dallas and Knots
Landing.

The budget for the TV show is approx 800,000.00 dollars per episode, almost
as much as Star Trek: The Next Generation.  The live-action TV show will
also include aliens using advanced puppet technology overseen by Christine
Glanville who has worked with Gerry on most of his previous shows including
Thunderbirds, Supercar, etc.

One of the directors of the show will be John Glen who worked on many of
the recent James Bond movies and the recent Christopher Columbus movie.

One of the special effects people have previously worked on Gerry
Anderson's Terrahawks and they are planning some new effects never before
seen on TV.

The broadcast "SPACE PRECINCT: will bear little resemblance to the original
"SPACE POLICE" pilot. The show has developed into more of a feel of Blade
Runner and Star Trek: Deep Space Nine.

Other articles in FAB 15 include an article about Barry Gray, one of Gerry
Anderson's lead composers, and continuation of a Terrahawks episode list.

I will continue to review future magazines as I get them.

Bob Neumann

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 09 Jun 94 14:24:00 EST
From: "Smith, Brian" <BSmith@vcomtelc.telecom.com.au>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Fort Hope ?

A friend of mine in the office has asked for information about a show
called FORT HOPE.  We saw one episode in place of TNG one night, and that's
all we ever saw.  Can someone give me more information on Fort Hope,
please ?

Thanks.

Brian Smith

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 06:47:31 GMT
From: anon2120@nyx.cs.du.edu (Phil Satterley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: CONVENTION OF KROFFT SHOWS

There has been alot of talk on the net about the classic Sid and Marty
Krofft shows.  Come on you remember them:

H.R. Pufnstuff
Lidsville (starring Butch "Eddie Munster" Patrick and Charles Nelson
Reiley)
Land of the Lost
Sigmund and the Sea Monsters starring Johnny Whittaker)
Lost Saucer (staring Jim Nabors and Ruth Buzzi)
Far Out Space Nuts (Bob "Gilligan" Denver)
Electra Woman and Dina Girl
Wonderbug
Doctor Shrinker
The Bugaloos

just to name a few....

Well would anyone be interested in attending a travelling "Krofft
convention" that would travel around the country and feature the original
costumes, props and stars of the shows along with dealers and video rooms
showing old episodes.  I have an inside source and might be able to put
something like this together if the response is good.  Please E-mail or
post me and let me know.

Phil

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 14 Jun 1994       Volume 19 : Issue 439

Today's Topics:

	      Books - Attanasio (4 msgs) & Bester (3 msgs) &
                      Brin (3 msgs) & Brooks (2 msgs) &
                      Clarke (6 msgs) & Hugh Cook &
                      Crichton (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 17:08:05 GMT
From: gacohen@seas.gwu.edu (Geoff A. Cohen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.A. Attanasio & the Radix Tetrad

Michael Lichter <lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu> wrote:
>The book I wanted to talk about at a little length here is _Radix_ by A.A.
>Attanasio.  [...]
>
>Has anybody read the other books in the "Tetrad"?  I'd be interested in
>knowing how the later books compare with _Radix_ in quality.

Hmm... the Tetrad consists of _Radix_, _In Other Worlds_, _The Last Legends
of Earth_, and _Arc of the Comet_, perhaps?  I can't quite recall.  They
aren't really a series, merely four books linked somewhat thematically.
Attanasio, in the introduction to _Legends_ remarked that the four books
reflect width, heigth, bredth, and depth, although I cannot recall which
was which.

_Radix_ was extremely ambitious, slightly over-written, filled with
interesting ideas but somehow never quite clicked with me.

_In Other Worlds_ is almost Burroughs-esque.  At times it reminded me of
Rudy Rucker's works.  It's short, fun, and easily readible.

_Last Legends of Earth_ is my favorite Attanasio book.  It's got great
scale, lots of imaginative plots, aliens, and the nastiest bad guys this
side of the Shrike.  It's similar in many ways to _Radix_, but despite
fairly forgettable characterization, works where _Radix_ didn't.

_Arc of the Comet_, if that indeed is the other Tetrad novel, wasn't
anything special, as I recall.  I read it years ago.  It's possibly the
most accessible of the books, taking place in Hawaii and not getting into
space-time until the end.

Geoff Cohen
The Kaspelheim Project

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 18:27:32 GMT
From: lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.A. Attanasio & the Radix Tetrad

Geoff A. Cohen <gacohen@seas.gwu.edu> wrote:
>Hmm... the Tetrad consists of _Radix_, _In Other Worlds_, _The Last
>Legends of Earth_, and _Arc of the Comet_, perhaps?

Thanks Geoff for the run-down.  I guess I should have listed the tetrad in
my original post.  Actually, it's (in this order):

   Radix
   In Other Worlds
   Arc of the Dream (note: *not* Comet)
   The Last Legends of Earth

>I can't quite recall.  They aren't really a series, merely four books
>linked somewhat thematically.  Attanasio, in the introduction to _Legends_
>remarked that the four books reflect width, heigth, bredth, and depth,
>although I cannot recall which was which.

Attanasio in _Radix_ says

   The Tetrad tells the stories of the solar king and his journey
   into the abyss, to the home of the wind, the land of the dragon,
   where the creative and destructive powers collide.

He goes on to talk about how waking and dreaming are the same and we are
all infinite and that this is true because the existence of black holes
shows us that there are an infinite number of parallel universes.  I don't
think he makes his connections very clearly, despite lots of repetition.

Michael Lichter
UCLA Department of Sociology
lichter@nicco.sscnet.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 00:15:34 GMT
From: dambik@fnalo.fnal.gov (Ed Dambik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.A. Attanasio & the Radix Tetrad

gacohen@seas.gwu.edu (Geoff A. Cohen) writes:
> _Last Legends of Earth_ is my favorite Attanasio book.  It's got great
> scale, lots of imaginative plots, aliens, and the nastiest bad guys this
> side of the Shrike.  It's similar in many ways to _Radix_, but despite
> fairly forgettable characterization, works where _Radix_ didn't.

I read this one first and was pretty impressed with the grand fireworks and
various surprises. Reading two more of the Tetrad later, I was somewhat
disappointed when I discovered that many of the "surprises" came from the
earlier books and that LLoE seemed to be more of a rewrite or an expansion
of the other books.

My advice is to jump right to _Last Legends of Earth_. There's some
interesting surprises and an epic story in store for you if you do.

Ed

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 17:30:10 GMT
From: gacohen@seas.gwu.edu (Geoff A. Cohen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A.A. Attanasio & the Radix Tetrad

While we're on the subject, I can also recommend AAA's _Wyvern_, a
historical piece where a Borneo shaman turns pirate in the 1600s, and, uh
oh, I'm going to get the title wrong again, _Hunting the Ghost Walker_, a
prehistoric adventure piece.

Both have strong strains of magic, although I wouldn't go so far to call
them fantasy.

Has anyone read his Grail quest book?

Geoff Cohen
The Kaspelheim Project

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 09:48:13 GMT
From: C.J.Scarborough@durham.ac.uk (C.J Scarborough)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BESTER: Deceivers

>Bester should of course be remembered for his masterpieces, *The Stars My
>Destination* and *The Demolished Man*, both of which are reportedly going
>to be put back in print by Bantam Spectra, along with a collection of his
>stories, and a novel fragment finished by Roger Zelazny.

Something I've always wondered about Bester is why I seem to be the only
person in existence to have actually enjoyed Extro.  Unfortunately, I don't
own a copy and read it at about 14, so I can't say if I'd like it now, but
I found it gripping, and full of interesting ideas.

One problem I do have with Bester, and this shows particularly in his later
works, such as "Golem 100" and "The Deceivers" is that he's very fond of
showing off by deliberately inserting liguistic tricks to enhance the
strangeness of his writing in a manner that seemed to me to be entirely
superfluous.  The flip side of this was that he was willing to experiment
with written fiction in a way that few other authors do, and at his best,
this would heighten the experience of reading one of his books in quite a
remarkable way.

Christian Scarborough

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 12:00:12 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BESTER: Deceivers

   To me, the books Bester wrote after his return exaggerated the
experimental prose of the early books into pointless doodling, as they
exaggerated the kinkiness into something fairly nasty.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 16:57:57 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BESTER: Deceivers

C.J Scarborough (C.J.Scarborough@durham.ac.uk) wrote:
>One problem I do have with Bester, and this shows particularly in his
>later works, such as "Golem 100" and "The Deceivers" is that he's very
>fond of showing off by deliberately inserting liguistic tricks to enhance
>the strangeness of his writing in a manner that seemed to me to be
>entirely superfluous.

Well, if you ever come across the original magazine version of "The
Demolished Man", you'll see enough 'linguistic' tricks to last you a
lifetime. Garrett once wrote an excellent parody...

Bester was not alone, though. Phonetic spelling and other quixotic stuff
were quite popular in the fandom of the 30's-50's.

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 01:43:27 GMT
From: jrs8@quads.uchicago.edu (john richard stracke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Brin and his Uplift novels

>>Sorry, I'll take _Earth_ or _The Postman_ over the Uplift novels
>
>I've never read _The Postman_, but have heard it's not brilliant, 

I think _The Postman_ suffers from comparison to his later work.  *I* think
it's great; I love how he becomes what he pretends to be, what the people
need him to be.  Good myth.

>but I have read _Earth_. Brilliant book. One of the best I've ever read; I
>think it ranks right up the top along with _The Mote in God's Eye_. But
>I'm still waiting for _Brightness Reef_ to come out... I mean, the number
>of loose ends...! _What_ does happen to Creideiki and co. on Kithrup?
>_When_ is the

Yeah.  My main problem with Brin's 3-book cycling is that I'm afraid he'll
get hit by a car and never tell us what comes *next*.  ;-)

Francis Stracke
InSoft, Inc.   
Mechanicsburg, PA
francis@insoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 17:33:49 GMT
From: gacohen@seas.gwu.edu (Geoff A. Cohen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brin's next book _Otherness_

In the inside cover of the paperback edition of _Glory Season_, Bantam/
Spectra claims that Brin's next book (due out in September, I believe?)  is
_Otherness_.

I would put some money that it's a collection of shorts.  Brin's been
writing a fair amount of them in F&SF, and it's been a long time since
_River of Time_.  And it sounds like an anthology title.  But who knows?

Geoff Cohen
The Kaspelheim Project

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 17:43:01 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brin's next book _Otherness_

Geoff A. Cohen (gacohen@seas.gwu.edu) wrote:
>In the inside cover of the paperback edition of _Glory Season_, Bantam/
>Spectra claims that Brin's next book (due out in September, I believe?)
>is _Otherness_.
>
>I would put some money that it's a collection of shorts.  Brin's been
>writing a fair amount of them in F&SF, and it's been a long time since
>_River of Time_.  And it sounds like an anthology title.  But who knows?

It IS a collection of shorts. It was publicised by the publishers in a
newsletter that was in the con membership pack of Mexicon 6.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 05:58:46 GMT
From: lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Terry Brooks' new Landover novel

I was visiting the (evil) Bookstar this evening and saw that Terry Brooks
has a new Magic Kingdom of Landover book out.  Anybody read it?  If so, how
is it, compared to the others in the series?

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 21:06:16 GMT
From: goodin@fraser.sfu.ca (Charles Frederick Goodin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Terry Brooks' new Landover novel

lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter) writes:
>I was visiting the (evil) Bookstar this evening and saw that Terry Brooks
>has a new Magic Kingdom of Landover book out.  Anybody read it?  If so,
>how is it, compared to the others in the series?

I just finished "The Tangle Box" about a week ago.  I'd say it stacks up
pretty well with the rest of his books.  One problem I had with it is that
there is a HUGE spoiler on the cover blurb, which definitely lessened my
enjoyment of the book.  There's a couple of interesting new characters, the
return of some of the old favorites, and we get to learn a little more
about the main characters.

I'm pretty biased in favour of the Landover books, myself.  I think they're
a good example of the old "guy-from-our-world-moves-to-fantasy land" genre,
a _lot_ better done than most of them.  My favorite one has to be "Wizard
at Large", though (maybe that will tell you something about my review of
"The Tangle Box").

Chuk Goodin
Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, BC
goodin@sfu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 00:05:56 GMT
From: yc36@bonjour.cc.columbia.edu (Yung Jin Chew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Clarke's Rama series

Since summer is finally here and I have a LITTLE free time on my hands, I
wanted to pick up and read Arthur C. Clarke's Rama series, something I've
always wanted to do but never got the chance.  I'm just interested to find
out what people think of this series and whether it's worth my time...

Is there any reliable source for reviews?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 03:29:10 GMT
From: dbongard@icogsci1.ucsd.edu (Dan Bongard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clarke's Rama series

yc36@bonjour.cc.columbia.edu (Yung Jin Chew) writes:
>Since summer is finally here and I have a LITTLE free time on my hands, I
>wanted to pick up and read Arthur C. Clarke's Rama series,

My recommendations:

"Should I read _Rendevous_with_Rama_?"

Oh my, yes. I think it's his best book (and one of the better "oldies" of
science fiction).

"Should I read any of the sequels?"

NOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO (howl of eternal damnation)

Boy, do they suck. "Garden of Rama" has the honor of being the ONLY science
fiction book I have ever failed to finish. Rumor has it that the
"co-author" did all the actual writing, but Clarke deserves to be belabored
about the head with a wet tuna for allowing the books to be written.

Daniel Bongard
dbongard@ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 19:10:39 GMT
From: kjdriese@vnet3.vub.ac.be (Karel Driesen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clarke's Rama series

I read the three books a week ago, and I think the first one (Rendezvous
with Rama) is splendid. The others elaborate on the theme. I have the
impression most of the human interaction is Gentry Lee's, and I guess I
like Clarke better.  The two sequels are good SF, but they don't fulfill
the promise of the first one. If I could reset my brain, I would only read
the first, because the others spoil the "sense of wonder effect".

By the way, if you want to read a truly magnificent Clark, try "Songs of
Distant Earth".

I don't know if you have to be an atheist to like it, but I am and I do.

Karel Driesen
Vrije Universiteit Brussel
Pleinlaan 2  1050 Brussels
Belgium
kjdriese@vnet3.vub.ac.be

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 00:59:31 GMT
From: louiss@PROBLEM_WITH_INEWS_GATEWAY_FILE (Louis Sivo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clarke's Rama series

Yung Jin Chew (yc36@bonjour.cc.columbia.edu) wrote:
>Is there any reliable source for reviews?

Not that I know of. But my own personal view is:

Rendezvous with Rama  - A MUST read. One of the classics.
Rama II         - Pretty much a rehash with new characters. Nothing great.
Garden of Rama  - Starts to get interesting. I get excited about the end.
Rama Revealed   - I end up being disappointed with the payoff.

Since you have little free time and the last three aren't that great I'd
say skip them. But read the first one. It's great!

Louis Sivo
Hewlett-Packard Company                   
USFO Direct Marketing Information Systems 
louiss@nafohq.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 03:59:26 GMT
From: mstewart@whale.st.usm.edu (Michael James Stewart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clarke's Rama series

Louis Sivo (louiss@nafohq.hp.com) wrote:
>But my own personal view is:
>Rendezvous with Rama  - A MUST read. One of the classics.
>Rama II         - Pretty much a rehash with new characters. Nothing great.
>Garden of Rama  - Starts to get interesting. I get excited about the end.
>Rama Revealed   - I end up being disappointed with the payoff.

I'd have to agree with the above assessment, *especially* concerning _Rama
Revealed_.  I felt like I'd been led on for (how many? six?) years only to
get a final novel that just left me cold in the end.  And there were one or
two throwaway plot points that never were resolved.  I'll never read any
more Gentry Lee, that's for sure.

Mike Stewart
Graduate Polymer Chemist
Univ. of Southern Mississippi
mstewart@whale.st.usm.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 17:36:45 GMT
From: gslade@yvr.cyberstore.ca (Greg Slade)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clarke's Rama series

>Rama II         - Pretty much a rehash with new characters. Nothing great.
>Garden of Rama  - Starts to get interesting. I get excited about the end.

You're *way* too generous.  *Garden* was, if anything, far worse than *II*,
and *II* is about what I'd expect if McDonald's was in SF instead of
cardboardburgers.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 01:18:41 GMT
From: cs317481@dingo.cc.uq.oz.au (Dean Morris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hugh Cook - Empress in Book 2

I was just looking through Hugh Cook's second book ("The Wordsmiths and the
Warguild") the other day.  In one bit, when Togura inflames the odex and it
starts spitting stuff out, a woman comes out.  She is described as being an
empress or something.  This woman then zaps Togura and runs away, never to
be seen...

If my memory served me right, the weapon she used was similar to that used
by Anaconda Stogirov in the tenth book.  Do you think that she is the same
person?

What does everyone think about that?????

And another thing, who is the dwarf in the hotel with the giant rat as a
pet???  (The hotel which Slerma's boyfriend trashes)

Thanks!

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 18:59:52 GMT
From: lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

> Michael Crichton?  A sci-fi author?  To my knowledge, he's only written
> three novels which could be considered sf - THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN, SPHERE,
> and JP - which is only 1/4 or 1/3 of his total bibliography.  I wouldn't
> consider him a sci-fi author.  I consider him a "mainstream" author who
> writes some sci-fi once in a while.

Don't forget _The Terminal Man_ (though it is very forgettable).

Even Chrichton's SF doesn't read like SF - his attention is to a different
set of details than most SF authors focus on.

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 21:42:05 GMT
From: dbongard@icogsci1.ucsd.edu (Dan Bongard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

>Michael Crichton?  A sci-fi author?  To my knowledge, he's only written
>three novels which could be considered sf - THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN, SPHERE,
>and JP - which is only 1/4 or 1/3 of his total bibliography.

Didn't he also write _Congo_? That was sf, without question.

Daniel Bongard
dbongard@ucsd.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Glen Cook & Crowley (4 msgs) & Daley &
                      Feist (4 msgs) & Alan Dean Foster (3 msgs) &
                      Gaskell & Helprin

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 15:49:49 GMT
From: duane@anasazi.com (Duane Morse)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Pun intended?  Glen Cook's "TunFaire"

The home city of Glen Cook's hard boiled detective Garrett is "TunFaire".
In German, "tun" means "to make or do"; in French, "faire" means the same
thing.  Hence, one interpretation of "TunFaire" is "do do".

Anyone found any other treasures in this series?

Duane Morse
duane@anasazi.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 19:49:07 GMT
From: dani@telerama.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Little,Big Comments/Questions (spoilers)

Harvey Hou <hou@med.unc.edu> wrote:
>I finished the novel _Little, Big_ by John Crowley a week ago, and I am
>still trying to figure out if I liked it or not... Several people were
>listing it as one of their favorite stories.

I may have well have been one of them.

>There were no particularly exciting things happening in the plot...

True.  This is a book for people who enjoy wonderful prose.

>Also I am still a bit confused to what happened...

Spoilers Follow.

>They believe they are part of some Tale.  No one seems to be able to prove
>their beliefs or even voice them, so you are left wondering are they a
>bunch of lunatics or what?

It never occurred to me to doubt them.  Their being part of a Tale (and
"Little, Big" being, in part, part of that Tale) seemed to be a premise.

>It looks like Sylvie is the Queen and Auberon the King of what?  Are they
>the new King and Queen of the Fairies?

Did you notice Sylvie's nickname?  You may call her Titania, if you wish.

>As I write this things are becoming much clearer in my mind.  I see that
>the Tale is about how Daily Alice, Sophie, George Mouse, Tacey, Lily,
>Lucy, Auberon, Sylvie and the rest are the new fairies...

To call them fairies is to underestimate the scope of the Tale.  Said
scope, like everything else, gets bigger as you go further in.  Notice how
the three sisters make a career of knitting and of being around for deaths?
Note also that these mythical entities can't exist without a supporting
mythology: You need not only replacement fairies, but also a world that's
ready to believe in them.

>...we find out that the Stork has Ariel's soul, but who is Grandfather
>Trout?

It is indeed the missing 'grandfather'.

I think it's a wonderful book, but it's not necessarily going to appeal to
readers who are looking for a cleanly and simply written story.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
dani@telerama.lm.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 21:18:34 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Little,Big Comments/Questions (spoilers)

dani@telerama.lm.com writes:
>Harvey Hou <hou@med.unc.edu> wrote:
>>There were no particularly exciting things happening in the plot...
>
>True.  This is a book for people who enjoy wonderful prose.

Jesus, Dani, you make it sound like LITTLE, BIG is a 200,000-word Proustian
still life.  Or maybe we just have completely different notions of what
constitutes an "exciting thing happening in the plot?"

The version of LITTLE, BIG that I read had birth, death, sex, violence,
wealth, poverty, the distant past, the near future, and the mean streets of
New York all over it.  Also firearms, magic, and Frederick Barbarossa.
What on earth do you count as an "exciting thing happening in the plot?"  A
car chase?  Okay, it hasn't got a car chase.  :)

Tastes can differ, and Crowley's book may not be for everyone, but even
granting that fact, I think it's silly to characterize it as merely an
exercise in <glyph of finger pointing down throat> "wonderful prose."

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books (not the publishers of LITTLE, BIG)
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 21:39:17 GMT
From: gacohen@seas.gwu.edu (Geoff A. Cohen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Little,Big and other Crowley questions

P Nielsen Hayden <pnh@panix.com> wrote:
>Tastes can differ, and [LITTLE, BIG] may not be for everyone, but even
>granting that fact, I think it's silly to characterize it as merely an
>exercise in <glyph of finger pointing down throat> "wonderful prose."

It took me three tries to "get into" _Little, Big_.  It's not exactly a
thriller.  Even when things *do* happen, (and yes, they do), they are often
just slightly moved aside, and you have to be paying attention.  Having
said that, once I actually read past the first 100 pages, I couldn't put it
down, and it's one of my favorite books.  Crowley's best, and I like
Crowley.

Speaking of, what's the status of the sequels to _Aegypt_?

Geoff Cohen
The Kaspelheim Project

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 02:57:07 GMT
From: LopezE@rpi.edu (Zed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Little,Big and other Crowley questions

gacohen@seas.gwu.edu (Geoff A. Cohen) writes:
>It took me three tries to "get into" _Little, Big_.  It's not exactly a
>thriller.  Even when things *do* happen, (and yes, they do), they are
>often just slightly moved aside, and you have to be paying attention.
>Having said that, once I actually read past the first 100 pages, I
>couldn't put it down, and it's one of my favorite books.  Crowley's best,
>and I like Crowley.

I had the same experience in starting _Little, Big_ and likewise I'm a big
Crowley fan and consider it his best.  Beyond being strongly plotted, it's
ultimately plot driven; this is just harder to see than with some books
because the plot is relatively slow moving and the other elements are so
strong.

>Speaking of, what's the status of the sequels to _Aegypt_?

_Love and Sleep_ will be out this year: a Bantam-Spectra hardcover in
September, if I remember correctly.

Shameless plug: Crowley will be a guest at Readercon 7, July 8-10 in
Worcester, MA. Email me for details, or just wait for my imminent posting
of full information, including the updated guest list and the program
description.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 20:17:06 GMT
From: jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What happened to Brian Daley

Brian Daley wrote the Coramonde series ("Doomfarers of..." and
"Starfollowers of..."), "A Tapestry of Magic", the "Adventures of Hobert
Floyt and Alacrity Fitzhugh" books ("Requiem for a Ruler of Worlds", Jinx
on a Terran Inheritence", "Fall of the White Ship Avatar") and some Han
Solo books.  In general, they were very good reading (...I didn't read the
Han Solo books...).  However, it has been quite some time since he has come
out with anything new.  Anyone know what he is doing now-a-days?

Jim Lahue
Power Personal Systems, IBM
jlahue@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 20:45:07 GMT
From: kyonghun@cae.wisc.edu (Kyonghun Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

mpv@st-andrews.ac.uk (Saint Erroneous) writes:
>I've got, and thoroughly enjoyed the Daughter of the Empire books.  I
>agree that they're not terribly well written - the characters are (at
>best) pop-up...
>
>I did, however, enjoy them immensely. Lots of political machinations,
>angst, and The Good Guy (Gal) Wins.

I agree that the political machinations and sub-plots in D o F are good
reading ( I guess I see the "Feist" part of the book here) but the
Japanese/Chinese/Korean-resque Kelawan world just looks too much like one
of those books written by a typical western author with shallow knowledge
of the oriental culture but nonetheless tries to squeeze in the more
visible details of its architecture/clothing/customs.  Pretty bad, IMHO.
	
So my solution to this was to skim through the tedious naratives of
clothing et al. and get to the plot part quickly. If you look away from
this the plot itself is worth it.
	
>*huge spoiler there...*
>
>There's a significant chunk of world-building that goes on in the Empire
>books that, even if it's not innovative, is interesting.  Customs etc.

That is probably because you are not an oriental.  believe me, for me at
least, it was laughable.:)
	
>The Magician books are different. More obviously Epic Fantasy - big bad
>nasty thing, powerful (and heroic) magician, etc. but, with some good
>twists and a well realised world.

Yep. Even though Pug gets anoying later on, it is a classic series worth
reading.

>There's another book called Prince of the Blood which (so the guy dressed
>in gothic black on the next Sun down tells me) is _totally_ awful. I'll
>read it someday, but the main character sounds like the worst whining twat
>you've ever thought of as Royalty...

Well it is not so bad. It is one of those unavoidable sequel stuff, you
know. like Terminator 2.:)
	
>I still rather like Feist.

Me, too. But please keep this Ms. Wurts out!

Kyonghun Lee
kyonghun@cae.wisc.edu
kyonghun@smartcad.me.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 17:32:38 GMT
From: EGO@stud.hsn.no (Eivind Gladheim Oestreng)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist and Daughter of the Empire

I had a hard time finishing Daughter of the Empire myself.  I remember
finding especially the first half (or more) very annoying and boring
because I did not like the different characters and I could not understand
their motivations.  However, the book improved towards the end, and I
personally think that the sequels (Servant of the Empire and Mistress of
the Empire) are better than Feist's other books (except perhaps Magician).

The Empire books spins a darker tale of intrigue and deception, and are
more rich in story and characterication than the plundering-ahead-fighting
of the Riftwar saga.

Eivind

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 20:54:00 GMT
From: aron.gamman@asacomp.com (Aron Gamman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Feist and Daughter of the

I've only read Feist's work on his own, but I'd recommend you read
_Magician_ if you want to judge his talents. This is his best work. If you
don't like this, I'd probably look elsewhere if I were you.

I'd say Feist's two best novels are _Magician_ and _Darkness at Sethanon_.
I didn't particularly enjoy _Silverthorn_ or _Prince of Blood_, but I read
them. I'm currently finishing _The King's Buccaneer_.  It's better than the
last two I mention, but not as good as the first two.

(Note: sometimes _Magician_ is being split into two and being published as
two books: _Magician: Apprentice_ and _Magician: Master_ [I think that's
it.] If you see them, they're the same as _Magician_)

Aron Gamman
Columbus, Ohio
aron.gamman@asacomp.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 15:23:15 GMT
From: donh@netcom.com (Don Harlow)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Feist and Daughter of the

aron.gamman@asacomp.com (Aron Gamman) writes:
>(Note: sometimes _Magician_ is being split into two and being published as
>two books: _Magician: Apprentice_ and _Magician: Master_ [I think that's
>it.] If you see them, they're the same as _Magician_)

Not quite. I think that the two paperbacks are still the original
_Magician_ broken down into two parts. The current hardback incarnation is
called an "author's preferred edition" or some such, and differs to some
degree (mainly through expansion) from the original edition.

I found the Feist/Wurts "Empire" trilogy quite enjoyable, but, as usual,
YMMV.

Don Harlow
donh@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 23:44:11 GMT
From: mvp@netcom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alan Dean Foster: Humanx

Jim Henry <jim.henry@ftl.mese.com> wrote:
>I enjoyed the Humanx Commonwealth stories a lot when I first read them
>some years ago; read the Flinx stories & went on to read as many of the
>others as I could find.  _Midworld_ and _Sentenced to Prism_ were the best
>of the ones I read.  More recently, I found _Bloodhype_ and read it and
>did not enjoy it all that much.

_Bloodhype_ seemed to have an entirely different character named Flinx, who
by starting coincidence also happened to own a pet minidragon named Pip.
This other Flinx's actions seemed, from beginning to end, to be entirely
out of character for the Flinx in the other books.

I liked the Flinx in the other books a *lot* better.

(That's my opinion based on my recollection of having read these books
several years ago.)

Foster's Humanx Commonwealth is a mind-bogglingly wonderful idea - an alien
whose strengths and weaknesses so perfectly complement our own weaknesses
and strengths that the combined culture is far more than merely the sum of
the two.

Unfortunately, it seemed to me that all he had of that idea was just the
idea itself.  I don't recall in any of the Humanx Commonwealth books I've
read anywhere that this synergy is really *shown* in operation.  It's just
asserted in a few places.

(Of course, this would be a really tough thing to show, on the same
principle as other SF writers say "If I really knew how a warp drive
worked, I'd be in Stockholm picking up my prize rather than eking out a
living writing SF.")

Mike Van Pelt
mvp@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 01:20:14 GMT
From: louiss@PROBLEM_WITH_INEWS_GATEWAY_FILE (Louis Sivo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alan Dean Foster: Humanx

Mike Van Pelt (mvp@netcom.com) wrote:
>Foster's Humanx Commonwealth is a mind-bogglingly wonderful idea - an
>alien whose strengths and weaknesses so perfectly complement our own
>weaknesses and strengths that the combined culture is far more than merely
>the sum of the two.
>
>Unfortunately, it seemed to me that all he had of that idea was just the
>idea itself.  I don't recall in any of the Humanx Commonwealth books I've
>read anywhere that this synergy is really *shown* in operation.  It's just
>asserted in a few places.

I feel he stressed it the most in "Nor Crystal Tears". This is the novel
that shows how Thranx and Humans met each other. I remember really liking
it. A fun read.

I liked the series because we see the universe from many different
characters' viewpoints. This leads to some "fun" recognition on the part of
the reader.  I remember one scene where Flinx is looking at a map of the
Commonwealth universe, mentally going through the list of worlds. Just by
him reading the one named Tran-Ky-Ky (the ice world) made me smile because
I had read the books based on it. I knew all about that place, while to the
character it was just one of the many worlds in his universe.

I read that Mr. Foster is under contract with Del Rey for three more books.
One will be a Flinx and Pip story. One is set in the Commonwealth universe.
(Without Flinx and Pip I assume.) The last book I think is just a
standalone novel not set in this universe.

Louis Sivo
Hewlett-Packard Company                   
USFO Direct Marketing Information Systems 
louiss@nafohq.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 21:05:43 GMT
From: muldoonl@rutgers.edu (Leslie Muldoon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Alan Dean Foster: Humanx

>Foster's Humanx Commonwealth is a mind-bogglingly wonderful idea - an
>alien whose strengths and weaknesses so perfectly complement our own
>weaknesses and strengths that the combined culture is far more than merely
>the sum of the two.
>
>Unfortunately, it seemed to me that all he had of that idea was just the
>idea itself.  I don't recall in any of the Humanx Commonwealth books I've
>read anywhere that this synergy is really *shown* in operation.  It's just
>asserted in a few places.

My favorite bit where I think it's shown pretty well is the "Up the
universe" section in _The Tar-Aiym Krang_.  Bran and Truzenzuzex combine
their skills synergistically in their fighter.  A good book, I should read
it again.

Leslie

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 23:00:09 GMT
From: J.North@cbr.cpa.csiro.au (Jenifer North)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gaskell

Yes, I enjoyed them many years ago, one of the first fantasy series I had
come across that wrote from a female perspective (both romantic and
independent). I have all the books in the Atlan series but haven't read
them for ages. She wrote a couple more novels that were fantasy, one about
an alien ( I think) man who had strange violet eyes, can't remember their
names and they seem to be out of print.

Then she went into mainline writing and wrote at least 2 novels featuring
females in their early 20's (I think) growing up in the swinging London of
the 60s/70s.  I read all of them but thought them pretty ordinary.

I haven't come across anything new from  her since then.

Jenifer North
CSIRO Public Affairs
Canberra
J.North@cbr.cpa.csiro.au

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 04:37:47 GMT
From: dstone@phoenix.cs.uga.edu (David Stone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Helprin:Winter's Tale question

  A couple of years ago I read Mark Helprin's _Winter's Tale_.  A really
cool book, one that I would recommend especially to anyone who enjoyed
reading _Little, Big_ by John Crowley.  After I finished reading this, I
couldn't help but wonder where Helprin came up with all the bizarre stuff
in the book: the cloudwall, the baymen, the rainbow bridge.  Can anyone
tell me if some of this is based on actually legends/stories of the New
York or New England area?  The rainbow bridge stuff I assume to be based in
part on the story of Noah's ark, the Bifrost bridge of Nordic mythology,
and perhaps Egyptian mythology as well.

  This book sort of confused me in the manner in which Helprin seemed to
have fantastic things, such as the cloudwall, existing alongside normal
stuff, like New York City, with none of the people (at least in the
nineteenth century) seeming to notice anything strange.

David Stone

------------------------------
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                          McCrumb (6 msgs)
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Date: 9 Jun 94 15:35:35 GMT
From: moore_r@thunder.cs.odu.edu (Richard R. Moore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Barbara Hambly: _Stranger at the Wedding_

   The author's note at the beginning of Hambly's latest novel states that
it is in the same land as the _Windrose Chronicles_ , but neither Antryg
nor Joanna are characters. Does Hambly plan to continue the _Windrose
Chronicles_?

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 00:22:05 GMT
From: The.Lemming@rutgers.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly: _Stranger at the Wedding_

I don't think so; I don't see that she would want to, as much more
universe-flipping would get kind of dull.  She's never gone beyond three
before, either.  Although it might be interesting to see Antry surviving in
LA; his situation always makes me feel rather sad and wistful.

If you didn't buy _Stranger_ I urge you to.  It's the first book in a
_long_ time I've wanted to stay up all night reading.  She hasn't lost any
bit of her flair for character or her delightfully detailed settings.

stevenr@alleg.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 14:34:28 GMT
From: kkv@inel.gov (Jamie J. Ferguson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly: _Stranger at the Wedding_

I think she might write another book or two involving Antryg and Joanna,
but I doubt that they'd be part of the Windrose Chronicles.  She left a
little opening at the end of that series which would allow for more books
in the future, assuming that's what she wants to do.

I agree that Stranger at the Wedding was an excellent book.  I have yet to
read a book by Barbara Hambly that I didn't consider good.

Jamie

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 14:52:25 GMT
From: paulk@arc.ug.eds.com (Paul Andrew King)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly: _Stranger at the Wedding_

>If you didn't buy _Stranger_ I urge you to.  It's the first book in a
>_long_ time I've wanted to stay up all night reading.  She hasn't lost any
>bit of her flair for character or her delightfully detailed settings.

One of Hambly's better books.  U.K. title is _Sorceror's Ward_ (and, no, I
don't know why it's different).

Paul K.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 20:33:16 GMT
From: Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk (Ken & Jo Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly: _Stranger at the Wedding_

I talked to Hambly and heard her talk at Sou'Wester, this year's Eastercon
in Liverpool, England. She said that she *did* plan to continue this
series, that she also plans to continue the Sun Hawk series and she has
planned a sequel to _Dragonsbane_. But it may be some time before any of
these things appear, she said. I sort of agree with you about it being sad
for Antryg in LA but I think the end of _Dog Wizard_ implies a sequel
called _Archmage_ or something where he goes back into Ferynth and sorts
out a lot of stuff about the relationship of magic, technology and the
church. Just a guess. I wish I'd asked her if Antryg's dream in _Dog
Wizard_ (where he's wandering round a horrible bureaucratic dystopia and
Joanna is dead) is in any way prophetic because I would really like to be
reassured on that!

Jo

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 20:17:06 GMT
From: jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What happened to Robert Don Hughes?

Robert Don Hughes wrote the "Pelmen the Powershaper" series ("The Prophet
of Lamath", "The Wizard in Waiting" and "The Power and the Prophet") and
the follow-on "Wizard & Dragon" series ("The Forging of the Dragon" and
"The Faithful Traitor").  It has been awhile since he has written
anything...

Jim Lahue
Power Personal Systems, IBM
jlahue@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 20:50:05 GMT
From: Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk (Ken & Jo Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Rosemary Kirstein

THE LOST STEERSMAN due out sometime this year! Wow.

I really liked the first two books, which just seemed to get better as they
went on. It's so unusual to find a post-technological world described in
the terms she uses so elegantly - *we* can see that the magic is science
but the characters can't. The way the world is unfolding is just
fascinating. Has she written anything else? Is the second (and come to that
3rd) book ever going to be published in the UK? (I have the US p/b but the
UK _Steerswoman_ has a great cover and I'd like a match :).) Does anyone
else like her?  

Jo

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 14:17:01 GMT
From: erica@cc.gatech.edu (Erica Liebman Sadun)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rosemary Kirstein

Ken & Jo Walton <Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk> wrote:
>I really liked the first two books, which just seemed to get better as
>they went on. It's so unusual to find a post-technological world described
>in the terms she uses so elegantly - *we* can see that the magic is
>science but the characters can't. The way the world is unfolding is just
>fascinating. Has she

I agree.  Her world is indeed novel and I rather enjoyed the first two
books, but I do have some qualms.  First, the world didn't seem especially
"worked out" to me, as if she was writing before she fully planned it.  For
example, the reds versus the blues were not well expressed. For example,
the silliness of pubescent twin wizards.  For example, letting the survival
story of the second book get completely out of hand without much plot
development or furthering the mystery story.  I think she shows a lot of
potential, and qualified to be a del rey "discovery", but I think that she
should probably step back, drop this scenario and start fresh with a new
novel or series next.

Erica Sadun
erica@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 14:54:33 GMT
From: novak@wri.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rosemary Kirstein

Interesting; I'll agree with some of the comments about the first book, but
the second book seemed quite "worked out"; in fact, much of the book
involved an exploration of the environment. True, most of the plot
development, as such, was saved until the last part of the book; but the
rest of the book was devoted to character development and world-building,
time-honored style for science fiction. I found the book to be fascinating,
and well worth re-reading.

John M. Novak
novak@wri.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 19:39:26 GMT
From: muldoonl@rutgers.edu (Leslie Muldoon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rosemary Kirstein

I haven't seen anything by her but the two steerswoman books.  The first of
these was ok, worth reading and good enough to pick up the sequel.  One
thing I liked was that the story actually ended - there were loose ends
for the sequel, but no cliffhanger.  The second book was excellent.  I
really enjoyed the description of terraforming, complete with goats (of
course!).  I believe the DRIN says that the next one won't be out for
another *year*.  What, does this woman have a real job or something?

Leslie

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 17:58:12 GMT
From: robertaw@halcyon.com (Robert A. Woodward)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rosemary Kirstein

erica@cc.gatech.edu (Erica Liebman Sadun) wrote:
> For example, the reds versus the blues were not well expressed. 

I thought that the reds vs the blues was completely phony - just an excuse
by the "wizards" for wars that would kill a lot of people.

rawoodward@aol.com
robertaw@halcyon.com
cjpw69a@prodigy.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 19:15:39 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Nancy Kress:Beggars In Spain

Nancy Kress: Beggars In Spain

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

How many times have you thought to yourself, "I could get so much more done
if only I didn't have to sleep"?

In _Beggars In Spain_, genetic manipulation has made it possible to make
this adjustment in unborn children, removing the need to sleep and any
detrimental effects of prolonged wakefulness; in addition, they become
virtually immortal.  The Sleepless soon get a tremendous advantage over
their Sleeper competitors, and prejudice begins to spring up.

The book focuses mostly on Leisha Camden, one of the first Sleepless.  She
is born with a twin sister Alice who, unmodified and unplanned-for, is a
mere Sleeper.  She becomes one of the few Sleepless who does not retreat
into the haven of Sanctuary, and remains in occasional contact with Sleeper
society.

The recurring theme of the book asks the question, "How much do the more
capable owe the less capable?"  The majority of Sleepless decide that they
owe nothing to the Sleepers who are capable of so much less; Leisha, who
disagrees, remains with the "Beggars".  The subrace of Supers, an even more
intelligent engineered offshoot of the Sleepless, begin to disagree with
the rest of the Sleepless.

Everything comes to a head when Sanctuary, an orbiting satellite, declares
itself independent from the United States...

This is a great book - it has engaging characters, a gripping plot (in
fact, several gripping plots for the various sections of the book),
extrapolation of concepts that is the hallmark of grand SF, and it asks
some pointed questions.

About the only annoying thing about the book is that it takes some
concentration to keep track of what is referred to by "Sleepers" vs.
"Sleepless".  The words are just too similar, and one has to stop and parse
them every time they come up, to remember which is which.  But that's
extremely minor.

Out of the four Hugo-nominated novels I've read so far, this is definitely
the top.

Author:     Kress, Nancy
Title:      Beggars In Spain
Publisher:  Avon
City:       New York
Date:       April 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-688-12189-6
Pages:      438 pp
Comments:   Hardcover

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 22:23:12 GMT
From: michaelb@hobbie.bocaraton.ibm.com (Michael Rogero Brown (Sys Admin))
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

Having just finished both _Bimbos of the Death Sun_ and _Zombies of the
Gene Pool_, I have to agree with the last two posts that Ms. McCrumb
unfairly slammed ALL SF fans.  As has been said previous, in her books ALL
SF fans are total losers, out of touch with anything outside of SF.  While
I agree that there ARE SF fans like this.  It is NOT true of many fans.
Many fans are quite literate, being very knowledgable of areas outside sf
(history, science, religion, mythology, etc.), much more so then people who
just read general fiction.  For many, it's their interest in sf that led
them to learn more about these other areas. (Again, unlike readers of
general fiction).  The only people who were portrayed in a favorable light
were Dr. Omega and Dr. Farley, and partly because they were NOT fans (or
formal fans).

If McCrumb claims she's the 'Salman Rushdie of SF', well, she DESERVES that
for what see wrote.  Niven & Pournelle's _Fallen Angels_ had a MUCH better
portrayal of sf fandom.

Michael Rogero Brown
IBM (Dept RG2A)     
Internal Zip 5114   
1000 NW 51st Street 
Boca Raton, FL 33431
mikal@gator.bocaraton.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 03:54:14 GMT
From: katie@physics2.rutgers.edu (Katie Schwarz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  Zombies of the Gene Pool

Ross Smith <alien@acheron.wanganui.gen.nz> wrote:
>It all seemed pretty good-natured to me. "Unending number of slams at the
>SF community in general"? Where?

Where Marion, the English professor, says the con-goers (in BIMBOS OF THE
DEATH SUN) are like "sheep huddled together with their backs to the wind,"
and "it's sad" that the fan community shields them from trying to get by in
the larger world. That wasn't part of the comedy, it was the opinion of a
character who is written as the level-headed, in touch with reality,
"straight" point of view. All the jokes about fans famous for being fans
(who are really hospital custodians), fans so busy putting out newsletters
that they haven't actually read SF in years, etc., could be part of an
affectionate send-up, if there were still a flavor that people were
enjoying it all anyway but, they weren't. Nobody really seemed to have a
good time, just a lot of vending machine food and instant sex.

These slams may or may not be fair and accurate, but in my opinion they
_are_ slams. Putting down stupid and naive people who annoy the competent
and "cool" viewpoint characters is also a running theme in McCrumb's other,
more mainstream mysteries; sometimes the idiot characters are plausible red
herrings in the plot, but some of them seem to be put in for no reason
other than for the author to mock them with every sentence, like Victor and
"Dummyweed" in LOVELY IN HER BONES. Frankly, I think McCrumb just likes to
take potshots, and hit some very easy targets in BIMBOS and ZOMBIES. At
least in some other books she sometimes manages to tone down the sneering
and develop non-caricatured characters that she actually respects: IF EVER
I RETURN, PRETTY PEGGY-O and THE HANGMAN'S BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER are well
worth reading.

Katie Schwarz
katie@physics.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 13:13:05 GMT
From: ahrvid@linnea-grind.stacken.kth.se (Ahrvid Engholm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of the Gene Pool

michaelb@hobbie.bocaraton.ibm.com (Michael Rogero Brown) writes:
>Pool_, I have to agree with the last two posts that Ms. McCrumb unfairly
>slammed ALL SF fans.  As has been said previous, in her books ALL SF fans
>are total losers, out of touch with anything outside of SF.  While I agree
>that there ARE SF fans like this.  It is NOT true of many fans.

I think we need some distance to who we are, as fans, and what we are
doing.  It can be quite refreshing with books that point out the more
esoteric angles of fandom. I don't think anyone believes (or that the
author intended to) that these books were a documentary on sf fandom. I had
many good laughs.

>If McCrumb claims she's the 'Salman Rushdie of SF', well, she DESERVES
>that for what see wrote.  Niven & Pournelle's _Fallen Angels_ had a MUCH
>better portrayal of sf fandom.

I've read Fallen Angels, and liked it a lot. Sf fans were the heroes there,
in the true fans-are-slans tradition. Strangely enough some of my friends
(also fans) didn't like this book at all. They thought it was insulting to
portray fans as single-minded scientific dreamers! "We are not like that",
they said. "This is just old stereotypes! It's Gernsback all over again!"
  BTW, is there somewhere a list of sf stories that portrays sf fandom or
fans?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 23:25:16 GMT
From: stoddard@helium.gas.uug.arizona.edu (Mari J Stoddard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of  - view of fans

Purtill wrote a murder mystery, early '80s I think, called _Con_ (I think)
set at a science fiction conventionn in San Diego (accurate).  Her/His/Its
fans seemed more 3-dimensional than McCrumb's.  Did anyone else read this,
and remember how it compares to Zombies?

Mari J. Stoddard
Arizona Health Sciences Library
The University of Arizona in Tucson
stoddard@ccit.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 06:40:32 GMT
From: robertaw@halcyon.com (Robert A. Woodward)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zombies of  - view of fans

stoddard@helium.Gas.UUG.Arizona.EDU (Mari J Stoddard) wrote:
> Purtill wrote a murder mystery, early '80s I think, called _Con_ (I
> think) set at a science fiction conventionn in San Diego (accurate).
> Her/His/Its fans seemed more 3-dimensional than McCrumb's.  Did anyone
> else read this, and remember how it compares to Zombies?

Richard Purtill, the book is _MurderCon_, and there were a number of
references to his own books (the female author at her first con had written
something very much like Purtill's own Golden Griffin Feather).

rawoodward@aol.com
robertaw@halcyon.com
cjpw69a@prodigy.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 04:47:05 GMT
From: katie@physics2.rutgers.edu (Katie Schwarz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  Zombies of the Gene Pool

>>[incidents e.g. in ZOMBIES OF THE GENE POOL like...] fans so busy
>>putting out newsletters that they haven't actually read SF in years

>Between 1978 and 1981 (approximately) I was so busy doing fanzines that I
>practically read no sf. This situation happens more often than you think.
>(I know others for which this is true too.) So what's wrong with pointing
>it out?

Nothing's wrong with pointing out stuff like this. Everything in the books
was probably based on things that really happen! I didn't mean to imply
that McCrumb shouldn't have written the books, or doesn't have a right to
her opinion. She did take the trouble to inform herself by attending a con
or two. All I meant to say was that in my opinion, the tone and flavor of
the books isn't friendly toward fandom. McCrumb isn't taking a poke at
something she basically enjoys; she's satirizing something she finds
basically unhealthy (as in the "sheep huddled together" quote, which I
clipped for space). She went to those cons to gather material for a satire,
not just to have a good time; she doesn't continue to go to cons for fun.
Again, there's nothing wrong with this, and it doesn't make her viewpoint
any less valid. I do think BIMBOS and ZOMBIES are awfully slim for the
cover price (but so are tons of books) and extremely unambitious writing
(hitting easy targets), far below the standards of the author's best work.

Katie Schwarz
katie@physics.berkeley.edu
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		Books - McHugh & Moran & Morrow (2 msgs) &
                        Piper (6 msgs) & Platt & 
                        Pratchett (11 msgs) & Stephenson &
                        Nicholas Tolstoy

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 19:14:21 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Maureen F. McHugh:China Mountain Zhang

Maureen F. McHugh: China Mountain Zhang

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

This is one of the most interesting books I've read in a while.

It's not really a novel, despite appearances.  It tends to follow one
character, Zhang Zhong Shan/Rafael Luis, but does wander off onto only
partially-linked tangents with other main characters.  No, this is really a
collection of linked short stories.

As such, there is no plot on the grand scale.  This is a story of a man
trying to find a place for himself, in a world where the U.S. has become
Communist Chinese, and pure Chinese are the first-class citizens.  Zhang
himself is half-Hispanic, and American-born at that.  Further, his name,
Zhong Shan, is embarrassing because it's the name of a Communist hero
(a.k.a. Sun Yat-Sen), which translates as "China Mountain".  And, finally,
he is gay, under a regime that considers it a capital crime.

But he manages to carve a niche for himself anyway.  Through a length
posting on Baffin Island, he gets a scholarship to a university in Beijing,
where he learns a new technique called "organic engineering".  By the end,
he was returned to the States and is setting up his own business.

It's an almost prosaic, very low-key succession of events.  The reason it
succeeds is that Zhang is a very interesting character.  He's prone to
underestimating himself, and expecting failure because of his background.
Watching his confidence develop is one of the joys of the book.

The few non-Zhang chapters deal with a few other aspects of the world that
McHugh wanted to explore.  One of them concerns kite racers over New York.
Two others deal with Mars colonists (one of whom gets tutored in basic
engineering by Zhang) trying to scrape by.  Another deals with a friend of
Zhang's who, shortly after surgery to make her face more beautiful, gets
date-raped.

But it's Zhang that's the power of this book.  If you like character-driven
fiction, this is it.  It's aroused in me an interest in Chinese language
and culture like nothing else has.  I recommend it highly.

Author:     McHugh, Maureen F.
Title:      China Mountain Zhang
Publisher:  Tor
City:       New York
Date:       March 1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-812-50892-0
Pages:      312 pp
Comments:   Paperback, USD3.99, CAD4.99

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 18:21:09 GMT
From: kchishol@fox.nstn.ns.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DANIEL KEYES MORAN

A friend of mine is an ardent fan of Daniel Keyes Moran, and would like to
find out more about him:

  * Is he still around?
  * Has he written any new books since "The Long Run?"
  * Who is his publisher now?
  * Anything else would be of interest.

If this is not something which is of general interest to the group, could
you please E-Mail me.

Any help, comments, and leads would be appreciated.

Thanks.

Kevin Chisholm
Sydney, N.S., Canada
kchishol@fox.nstn.ns.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 05:58:46 GMT
From: lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: James Morrow

I picked up James Morrow's _City of Truth_, which is hilarious so far.
Based on the first 10 pages, I'd heartily recommend it to anyone.

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 02:19:50 GMT
From: kim@sun.lclark.edu (John Kim)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James Morrow

lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter) writes:
>I picked up James Morrow's _City of Truth_, which is hilarious so far.
>Based on the first 10 pages, I'd heartily recommend it to anyone.

City of Truth was very funny. He's got a new book out called Towing
Jehovah, but I haven't bought it yet. Maybe someone else has read it and
can give it a review.

John Kim
kim@lclark.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 12:47:09 GMT
From: nsmca@aurora.alaska.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen, more?

Will there be another book in the "Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen" series?  Heard
rumors, but they are cold.. So any new ones?

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 12:48:36 GMT
From: nsmca@aurora.alaska.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: H. Beam Piper's Universe.

Anyone writing any books in the H. Beam Piper universe?
Roland Green and ??

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 14:37:12 GMT
From: nagy@dcd00.fnal.gov (Frank J. Nagy:VAX Wizard&Loose Cannon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: H. Beam Piper's Universe.

nsmca@aurora.alaska.edu writes:
> Anyone writing any books in the H. Beam Piper universe?
> Roland Green and ??

At one time (from Locus or Science Fiction Chronicle), Jerry Pournelle was
supposed going to write a sequel to "Space Viking" but I've never heard
anything further.

Dr. Frank J. Nagy
Fermilab Computing Division/Operating Systems Support Dept
Fermilab POB 500 MS/234
Batavia, IL 60510
nagy@fnal.gov

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 18:47:26 GMT
From: mliu@convex.com (Michael Liu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen, more?

There actually IS a sequel to Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen written by two other
guys (forget their names) called "Great King's War".  I read it 6-7 years
ago.  From what I remember it had fairly good continuity considering it was
written by different authors.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 19:09:26 GMT
From: gslade@yvr.cyberstore.ca (Greg Slade)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen, more?

> There actually IS a sequel to Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen written by two
> other guys (forget their names) called "Great King's War".  I read it 6-7
> years ago.  From what I remember it had fairly good continuity
> considering it was written by different authors.

Rolad Green & John F. Carr, and I've been haunting the used bookstores
looking for it for years.

There have also been "Little Fuzzy" books by Ardath Mayhar and William
Tuning.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 20:43:10 GMT
From: pcrxs@nasagiss.giss.nasa.gov (Robert B. Schmunk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen, more?

mliu@convex.com (Michael Liu) wrote:
> There actually IS a sequel to Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen written by two
> other guys(forget their names) called "Great King's War".

They wrote more than one sequel, but <Great King's War> is the only one in
novel form, so far.

In order, the sequels are:

<Great Kings' War>, by Roland J. Green & John F. Carr
  (Ace 1985, 0441302009)

"Kalvan Kingmaker", by John F. Carr & Roland J. Green
   in <Alternatives>, eds. Robert Adams et al. (Baen 1989, 0671698184)

"Siege at Tarr-Hostigos", by Roland J. Green & John F. Carr
  in <There Will Be War 8: Armageddon>, eds. Pournelle & Carr

While I haven't read "Siege", I understand it ends on a down note for
Kalvan's side of the war. Hence, I've been expecting another short story
would be written to clean things up, and then "Kingmaker", "Siege" and the
new story would be published in one volume. I've been expecting that for
two years now.

Robert B. Schmunk
NASA/Goddard Institute
2880 Broadway
New York, NY 10025 USA

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 22:56:34 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Charles Platt

Peter Venetoklis (petev@gdstech.grumman.com) wrote:
>Does anyone know anything about the books _Plasma_ and _Soma_ by Charles
>Platt?  I understand they are 'sequels' to the books _Chthon_ and _Phthor_
>by Piers Anthony.

Correct except for an extra 'a' in Plasm. Plasm (1987) and Soma (1988).
Platt is not bad, imo, but uneven. But I have not read him much (or the 2
titles above).

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 15:10:37 GMT
From: JW104Z@nih.gov (James Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Disc World

I'm becoming a real fan of Terry Pratchett's Disc World novels.  As I read
them, I'm noticing that while each book stands alone, there really is a
proper sequence to read them in.  A few examples.  When Equal Rites begins
Granny Weatherwax has never been to Forn Parts before and she hates riding
brooms.  Her character in Witches Abroad has evolved more.  Likewise, some
of the Headhog jokes in Witches Abroad don't work as well with the previous
references.  I'd like to read the Disc World novels in the order they were
written.  Does anyone have a chronological list of the novels.

Lastly, what do other people think of Pratchett and Disc World?

James Williams

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 17:41:46 GMT
From: cpr1@doc.ic.ac.uk (Christopher Paul Rijk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

W104Z@NIH.GOV (James Williams) wrote:
>Does anyone have a chronological list of the novels.
>Lastly, what do other people think of Pratchett and Disc World?

They are (I think):
Colour of Magic, Light Fantastic, Equal Rites, Mort,
Sorcery, Wyrd Sisters, Pyramids, Guards!Guards!, Moving Pictures, (Eric?),
Reaper Man, Witches Abroad, Small Gods, Lords and Ladies,
Men at Arms, and Soul Music.

Some might be slightly wrong but the order of the ones with Granny in is
definitely correct (i.e. Equal Rites, Wyrd Sisters, Witches Abroad and
Lords and Ladies).

And as for TP, IMOP he's the best comedy writer around at the moment, with
Douglas Adams a close second. Also Good Omens (with Neil Gaiman) is about
the funniest book ever.  One thing though, he's got a _really_ silly voice.

Chris Rijk
cpr1@doc.ic.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 14:58:00 GMT
From: ye05748@inet.d48.lilly.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

cpr1@doc.ic.ac.uk (Christopher Paul Rijk) writes:
> And as for TP, IMOP he's the best comedy writer around at the moment,
> with Douglas Adams a close second. Also Good Omens (with Neil Gaiman) is
> about the funniest book ever.  One thing though, he's got a _really_
> silly voice.

He didn't have the last 3 times I've met him, signing books for me. The
first time (about the time Mort came out - there were Mort cover T-shirts
on sale anyway) I chatted to him for about 10 minutes before he set up with
pen and ink, because I recognised him wandering about Forbidden Planet
while everyone else was queueing. I think he was relatively unknown then,
too. Perfectly normal voice, slightly higher than I expected, but
astonishingly dense arm hairs (grey).

Still collecting - only men at arms onwards unsigned, at the moment. Love
'em.  Shame he occasionally recycles one liners.

BTW, read Good Omens too (TP+Neil Gaiman), it's one of his best books, up
there with Mort and Reaper Man. Maybe I'm gettting morbid...

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 18:12:03 GMT
From: kim@sun.lclark.edu (John Kim)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

I've enjoyed all of Terry's Discworld novels, especially Witches Abroad and
Sourcery. I love all his in-jokes and references to Tolkien's classic LOTR
trilogy. Good Omens was terrific, especially if you're familiar with the
bible to any degree.

The only thing that bugs me is the fact that Brits get all his newest books
years before Americans do. His latest book out in England is Soul Music
which will probably come here by the year 2000. The one he's working on now
is called Unclear Physics.  

John Kim
kim@lclark.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 04:46:49 GMT
From: stevegr@starbase.neosoft.com (Steve Greenland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

Christopher Paul Rijk <cpr1@doc.ic.ac.uk> wrote:
>And as for TP, IMOP he's the best comedy writer around at the moment, with
>Douglas Adams a close second. Also Good Omens (with Neil Gaiman) is about
>the funniest book ever.

I generally agree with this, (especially _Good Omens_), but I also
_strongly_ recommend _Strata_, one of TP's early books, and (I think)
better than any of the DiscWorld books.

Steve Greenland
stevegr@starbase.neosoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 08:35:06 GMT
From: mapodl@midge.bath.ac.uk (O D Lyne)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

stevegr@Starbase.NeoSoft.COM (Steve Greenland) writes:
>I generally agree with this, (especially _Good Omens_), but I also
>_strongly_ recommend _Strata_, one of TP's early books, and (I think)
>better than any of the DiscWorld books.

Strata's fairly good IMO, but I think stuff like Small Gods leaves it well
behind. The"correct" order to read the books, as far as it matters, is
indeed chronological, they're still coming out thick and fast. If you can
take a look at alt.fan.pratchett, the man himself posts there regularly and
you can get hold of the FAQs etc. which will give you all you could
possibly need to know!

Owen
University of Bath, UK

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 14:07:56 GMT
From: alien@acheron.wanganui.gen.nz (Ross Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  Disc World

kim@sun.lclark.edu (John Kim) writes:
>The only thing that bugs me is the fact that Brits get all his newest
>books years before Americans do. His latest book out in England is Soul
>Music which will probably come here by the year 2000. The one he's working
>on now is called Unclear Physics.

No, it isn't. It *was* called _Unclear Physics_ for a while, but he changed
his mind and now it's called _Interesting Times_. He's saving the UP title
for another book.

Ross Smith
Wanganui, New Zealand
alien@acheron.wanganui.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 12:20:44 GMT
From: niwe@ppvku.ericsson.se (Nils Weinander,7430,000446)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

I have read only 'The Colour of Magic' since I was thoroughly disappointed.
I had heard it praised by all who read it, but found it dull. The jokes
seemed strained, like the author felt a compulsion to turn _everything_
into a bad joke. I got the impression that Pratchett tried to do with
fantasy what Douglas Adams did with SF in the Hitch-hiker's Guide, but
failed. Anyway, the following books may be a great improvement, but this is
my opinion of the first one.

Nils W

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 09:31:56 GMT
From: paulk@arc.ug.eds.com (Paul Andrew King)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

Nils Weinander,7430,000446 (niwe@ppvku.ericsson.se) wrote:
>Anyway, the following books may be a great improvement, but this is my
>opinion of the first one.

The later books are indeed much better (_Wyrd Sisters_ is still my
favourite, but I haven't read _Men at Arms_ or _Soul Music_ [Death is a
great character so that one should be good])

And yes, the humour is very similar to Douglas Adams.

Paul K.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 13:03:23 GMT
From: dh420@bfsec.bt.co.uk (David Halliwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

niwe@ppvku.ericsson.se (Nils Weinander,7430,000446) writes:
>I have read only 'The Colour of Magic' since I was thoroughly
>disappointed.  I had heard it praised by all who read it, but found it
>dull. The jokes seemed strained, like the author felt a compulsion to turn
>_everything_ into a bad joke. I got the impression that Pratchett tried to
>do with fantasy what Douglas Adams did with SF in the Hitch-hiker's Guide,
>but failed. Anyway, the following books may be a great improvement, but
>this is my opinion of the first one.

Well, that first book seemed to be more of a collection of shorts parodying
Lankhmar, Pern, and Conan. The rest of the books stand alone far better,
and are generally better reviewed even by the alt.fan.pratchett crowd.

David

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 20:58:20 GMT
From: John@jhall.demon.co.uk (John Hall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

As a recent convert to Pratchett, I've only read the first 3 Discworld
books so far: Colour of Magic, Light Fantastic, Equal Rites. I would urge
you to persevere; as you go through these 3 books, the humour is somewhat
toned down and the quality of the characterisation and plot improves. In
fact, Equal Rites would be well worth reading even if all the jokes were
removed - actually, at one point for about 50 or 100 pages Pratchett gets
so absorbed in the story that he forgets to make any jokes, but it doesn't
matter.

John Hall
John@jhall.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 00:57:18 GMT
From: ramorris@titan.ucs.umass.edu (Robin A Morris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Snow Crash references?

I'm currently reading Snow Crash by Neal Stephenson and loving it.  But I
am somewhat skeptical about the information he's putting together.  How
much of this stuff about Sumerian is true?  How many of the theorists he
refers to are real?  I've heard of Chomsky but not of some of the others he
mentions.  Has anyone compiled a Bibliography to go along with this book?
Or know of where I could find one?  Thanks!

Robin  
ramorris@english.umass.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 00:08:57 GMT
From: LCHIU@mechanical.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Phillip Chiu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Nicholas Tolstoy??

I was just wondering if anyone out there read that book about the Arthurian
Legend by Nicholas Tolstoy. I got it on my bookshelf but I haven't read it
yet but I remember that it was suppose to a series or something but that
book has been published since 1991, so where is the second one? Is the book
any good?

Phillip Chiu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	Books - Kim Stanley Robinson (3 msgs) & Simmons (2 msgs) &
                Swanwick & Tepper (2 msgs) & Vernor Vinge (2 msgs) &
                Zindell (4 msgs) & Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 15:57:56 GMT
From: kingsbur@gandalf.rutgers.edu (Justine Kingsbury)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Green Mars by K S Robinson

NaKhym@aol.COM writes:
>As the First Hundred are pushing 150, their memories of Earth and the
>events of RM have faded and are lost to many.  The First Hundred then
>travel through the story like ghosts.  Though they are central figures in
>leading the events of GM, in their personal lives they tend to wander in
>search of connections they can use to anchor themselves and each other.
>The two non-First Hundred characters are also disassociated, Nirgal by
>lost love and witness to death at a young age, and Art by divorce and near
>enforced transplantation to Mars by his employer.  The result is a cast of
>characters who remain cold and distant from the reader.

"The reader" is one of my most hated characters in book reviews. Speaking
as merely A reader, I didn't find the GM characters at all cold or distant,
nor those in RM neither. A recurring theme in Robinson's books is the way
our knowledge of our past, both as individuals and as societies, can fade
out from under us and leave us groping after lost certainties - Icehenge is
the perfect example. The great age the first hundred have reached in GM
throws a spotlight on this, and that makes the characters - to me, at
least!  - very much warm, real people. Impossible not to empathise with
Maya as she tries to work out what the hell was going on fifty, seventy, a
hundred years ago in her very own life, which has now become the property
of smugly know-all historians. Cold and distant? Human and (what was I
doing this time last week?) entirely too close to home.

And Nirgal, Art, "disassociated"? If these two aren't at least MEANT to be
the epitome of enthusiastic get-on-with-your-life pragmatic optimism, we
were reading different books. Accuse Robinson of failure to bring them to
life, if you want to (I'd mostly disagree), but picking out a couple of
negative experiences for each of them and jumping to the conclusion that
these are wounded souls - please.

Justine

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 23:38:29 GMT
From: sehrmann@llnc.linknet.com (Stephen Ehrmann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kim Stanley Robinson

As someone said, I can't believe we read the same books. I found both
volumes fascinating and, except for the first hundred pages of Red Mars,
not overly long.  Most appealing for me were Robinson's vividly realized
images of Mars: loving descriptions of the land, the emerging plant life,
and the emerging polity.  It sent shivers down my spine and if I ever get
to Mars and, as/if it is terraformed, it isn't exactly as Robinson so
vividly painted it, I will be surprised. Next best thing to going to Mars.

Stephen C. Ehrmann
The Annenberg/CPB Projects              
901 E Street, NW                        
Washington, DC 20004-2037
sehrmann@ll.pbs.org 

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 17:35:10 GMT
From: lundgren@unm.edu (Chad Lundgren)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blue Mars - has it been written yet?

>Does anyone know whether the final part of Kim Stanley Robinson's Mars
>trilogy, 'Blue Mars' has been written yet?  I'm close to finishing 'Green
>Mars' (a real effort to get through, every fifth sentence seems to start
>with "So .."  - Nowhere near as good as 'Red Mars' - I think KSR lost it
>somewhere, IMO).

I beg to differ.  Green Mars wasn't as good as Red Mars, but not by a huge
amount.  The first section involving Nirgal growing up was particularly
good.

In fact, my main problem with Green Mars is the same problem I had with Red
Mars: geographic vocabulary.  Part of it was my lack of a decent
dictionary.  Part of it was the coined words.

I plan to compile a little mini-glossary someday and re-read both books
with it at hand.  Has anyone else thought about doing this?  Or done it?  I
would have liked a glossary in the back of both books.

I don't feel you wasted your money.  Let's put it this way: I read around
5-6 sf books a week; of those, I'm only reading *two* series that don't
have the last book in them published: this is one of them.

Chad Lundgren
lundgren@unm.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 16:55:43 GMT
From: ZCK@brownvm.brown.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dan Simmons

How is "Hyperion" so much like the "Canterbury Tales"?  Each of Chaucer's
tales is very short (perhaps 10 pages), and they are in verse, and they are
very different from each other.  Plus Chaucer wrote many more tales.

   The Hyperion tales are relatively long (perhaps 80 pages), and they all
deal with essentially the same thing: a bad meeting with a nasty shrike.
Even the pilgrimage is different.  The Canterbury people are random, having
just decided that now is a good time to make a pilgrimage, hence the
randomness of their tales.  The Hyperion people are all chosen or driven to
make their pilgrimage.  Their tales are about the woes that lead them to
make their trip, which are quite different from the light-hearted
diversions the Canterbury people choose.  All the Hyperion tales are rather
dark and sorrowful.  Not to mention that "Hyperion" degenerates into just
one story in book 2, when the pilgrims reach their destination, and are
then just chased about by the shrike and whatnot.

The Canterbury Tales is like one day watching "Bambi", then "Indiana
Jones", then "Gone with the Wind", and then many other diverse movies.
Hyperion is like watching the 1930's "Dracula", then latest "Dracula", and
then another vampire movie (but not one of the comedies), and finally to go
home and play chase and bite the neck games with your girlfriend, who turns
out to be a vampire.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 18:36:13 GMT
From: Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk (Ken & Jo Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

Chaucer wrote seven hundred years ago - I think Simmons can be excused for
using a variation on his theme and not slavishly imitating it. _Hyperion_
does have a deliberate echo of _The Canterbury Tales_, it also has echoes
of _Beowulf_, Jack Vance and lots of other things. It is written in a style
I call "Mosaic" - I'm not aware if there is a specific term for it. Mosaic
books are those written with stories in the same world from different
points of view which build up a picture in your mind of a world or an event
which you can see more clearly than from any of the individual stories.
Examples are Delany's _Tales of Neveryon_ and Paul Scott's _The Jewel in
the Crown_ and Elgin's _Native Tongue_. _China Mountain Zhang_ is along
those lines but not quite there - too much plot. Now _Hyperion_ is this and
_The Fall of Hyperion_ is a novel. It isn't repetitive, it isn't horror, it
is top notch SF which does demand concentration. If you think the stories
all deal with the same theme then you should go and read them again.

Jo

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 08:06:37 GMT
From: rrichard@aludra.usc.edu (Roberta Richards)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Swanwick

I'm currently about 1/3 of the way through Michael Swanwick's _The Iron
Dragon's Daughter_, which I checked out from the library.  It's a hardback,
with this publication information: "First Morrow/AvoNova Printing: January,
1994", which indicates to me that it's probably not yet out in paperback.
  BTW, I'm enjoying it so far; I especially like the merging of our world's
science with fantasy elements and early Industrial Revolution social
settings (no spoilers here - that much is obvious before you get out of
Chapter 1!)

Alan Scott

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 11:32:46 GMT
From: david@zikzak.apana.org.au (David Wong Shee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: MINIREVIEW: Sideshow / Tepper

AUTHOR: Sheri S. Tepper
TITLE: SIDESHOW
PUBLISHED BY: Bantam Spectra Books
FIRST PUBLISHED: May 1992 
ISBN: 0-553-56098-0 

SYNOPSIS: In a future it is believed that the answer to the Great Question
i.e. "What is the Destiny of Man?" will arise from the human diversity.
Unfortunately the mysterious Hobbs Land gods have wiped out diversity among
humanity throughout the rest of the galaxy.

In a last desperate attempt to answer the Great Question the last remnants
of humanity uncontaminated by these Gods have been transported to the
planet Elsewhere.  They represent humanity's last hope of answering the
Great Question.

While awaiting the advent of the answer members of the Great Question
Committee, consisting of the most eminent academics of mankind, are
disembodied and their identities mapped into an indestructible computer
Core on Elsewhere.

A party consisting of: Fringe Owldark, Danivon Luze, Curvis (Enforcers);
Bertran and Nela Zy-Czorsky (a pair of non-identical siamese twins); Jory
(Prophetess emeritus) and Asner (Myth-eater); travel to the province of
Panubi to investigate the possible arrival of the Hobbs Land gods on
Elsewhere.
 
COMMENTS: Sideshow extends the exploration of themes touched on in the
novel Grass (Tepper, 1989).  Questions raised include:

 * What is the potential role of religion in human affairs as a vehicle for
   evil?

 * Are there ethical principles which transcend cultural differences?
   Under what circumstances (if any) is it legitimate to intervene in
   another society?  Are there such things as "universal human rights" and
   "crimes against humanity"?

 * What is the nature of free will and choice for individuals born into
   societies with long traditions of inequality and oppression?

 * Is it the fate of humanity to constantly repeat the atrocities of the
   past with successively greater technological amplification?  To create
   Gods which then turn and threaten to destroy us?

   The book successfully combines satire, horror and irony while neither
succumbing to excessive cynicism, nor, in the end, despairing of the
possibility that humanity can redeem itself from the sins of the past.

David Wong Shee
david@zikzak.apana.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 19:14:33 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Sheri S. Tepper:Sideshow

Sheri S. Tepper: Sideshow

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

In _Raising The Stones_, Sheri S. Tepper introduced the Hobbs Land Gods.
Gods made real and concrete, and answering the needs of their worshipers
(and vice-versa).

In _Sideshow_, Tepper turns to those who fled rather than face the
"tyranny" of the Gods.  They founded a planet called Elsewhere, and divided
it up amongst the various refugee religious groups, assuring each of them
mutual tolerance and noninterference, mandated by law.

Meanwhile, back in the late twentieth century are born a pair of Siamese
twins, joined in such a way as to be inseparable.  They eventually get
transported to Elsewhere (after centuries in stasis).

The book takes a while to get moving, as it has to introduce the various
characters - Fringe Owldark, Danivon Luze, Zasper Ertigon, and a few
enigmas standing on the sidelines...  But then they get called together to
investigate reports of dragons in a mysterious province never explored...
The suspicion is that these are the horrible Hobbs Land Gods, come at last.

However, lurking under Tolerance, Elsewhere's capital, spirits preserved in
computer for centuries are getting restless, and decide _they_ want to be
gods...

This book, like _Raising The Stones_, examines the question of what it
means to be a god.  It also questions whether we have the right or
obligation to interfere if we find another's customs immoral.  And a lot of
other pointed questions.  Although it is dangerous to expect the book to
espouse the author's opinions, it may be safe to make a guess at a few of
Tepper's from this book.

_Sideshow_ is just as good as any of the books Tepper has been turning out
in the years since _The Gate To Women's Country_.  Highly recommended.

Author:     Tepper, Sheri S.
Title:      Sideshow
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
City:       New York
Date:       May 1992
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-56098-0
Pages:      482 pp
Comments:   Paperback, USD5.99, CAD6.99

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 23:33:26 GMT
From: jat@cup.hp.com (Joe Talmadge)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Zheng Ho: A Biography

There has been some discussion in the past about the Zheng Ho, as
represented in Vinge's _A Fire Upon the Deep_.  Well, good news.  A new
book about Zheng Ho has just come out, to great critical acclaim.  It's
supposed to be very good.  It's called _When China Ruled the Seas_, can't
remember the author.

Joe
jat@cup.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 13:10:38 GMT
From: paulo@rogn.ii.uib.no (Paul Olav Tvete)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Zheng Ho: A Biography

>A new book about Zheng Ho has just come out, to great critical acclaim.
>It's supposed to be very good.  It's called _When China Ruled the Seas_,
>can't remember the author.

And the author is (from books.com):  

WHEN CHINA RULED THE SEAS          LEVATHES, LOUISE

Paul Olav Tvete
paulo@ii.uib.no 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 17:36:20 GMT
From: scott_philben@smtp.esl.com (Scott Philben)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Broken God by David Zindell

u9129359@qub.ac.uk (David Kennedy) wrote:
> If you like odd, alternate, wonderful, superb, superlative <snip more of
> the same> fiction without lasers, monsters, <snip more of the same> then
> I recommend that you first go out and find a copy of the stand alone
> novel "Neverness" by David Zindell. It's hard to find but well worth it.
>
> It's wonderful literary prose, full of profound and odd wanderings about
> in philosophy, religion ,mathematics, cults, love, hate, life, death.
>
> Go find it in a library if you are unsure but I think it's one of the
> more important SF books to come along in quite a while.

Sorry, maybe it is just me, but I found this book slow, boring, and not
very interesting. If I hadn't been trapped on a plane from Tokyo to San
Francisco for 9 or so hours I would never have finished it. As it was, I
finished it and only felt relief at it being over. Something like doing the
dishes after a week of putting it off. It has got to get done, don't want
to do it, let's get this over with.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 18:26:57 GMT
From: at@setanta.demon.co.uk (Amrik Thethi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Broken God by David Zindell

Ahhh, I've read _Broken God_, and it was good. Should I now go back and
read _Neverness_, or can I do without?

Amrik Thethi
Setanta Software Ltd.
Cambridge, UK
at@setanta.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 09:13:13 GMT
From: paulk@arc.ug.eds.com (Paul Andrew King)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Broken God by David Zindell

Amrik Thethi (at@setanta.demon.co.uk) wrote:
>Ahhh, I've read _Broken God_, and it was good. Should I now go back and
>read _Neverness_, or can I do without?

Go back and read _Neverness_.  If I say _Neverness_ is the story of Mallory
Ringess is that enough ?

(The events of _Neverness_ are very relevant to _The Broken God_ -
including the reason *why* Danlo was left with the Devaki).

Paul K.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 12:58:56 GMT
From: lynnrg@elec.canterbury.ac.nz (R.G. Lynn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Broken God by David Zindell

I found that The Broken God while written extremely well with good
consistently and incredible ideas it is nontheless a painful book to read
for one reason: DANLO IS THE ORIGINAL MAN OF INACTION.  I know that it is
central to his character and entirely consistent with his upbringing but I
was tearing my hair out with frustration for most of the book because of
his continual rejection of any attempt to thwart the other chap (can't
remember his name).

Neverness was however an honest 9 out of ten (and there are only two or
three other books I would rate that highly)

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 10:47:25 GMT
From: i900579@redgum.ucnv.edu.au (Maria Carey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Books about Dragons!

I am looking for some good books, or series involving dragons.  Can anybody
help?  If so, please send titles and authors to the below address.  Thank
you.

Marie Carey 
i900579@redgum.ucnv.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 06:12:48 GMT
From: gslade@yvr.cyberstore.ca (Greg Slade)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: First Computer Virus story?

There is a bit of debate in the virus research community about who first
came up with the idea of a computer virus, and there have been serious
suggestions that (like many ideas) it first appeared in S.F.  The earliest
reference I have found is in the first edition of David Gerrold's *When
HARLIE was One* (1972).  However, the discussion in the book makes mention
of the idea first appearing in "20th Century Science Fiction."  My question
is, was Gerrold referring to something even earlier, or making like Asimov
and including himself in his own story?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Wilhelm (8 msgs) & Wolfe (2 msgs) &
                        Forthcoming Books & Reviews 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 00:17:31 GMT
From: VONKROP@indy.navy.mil (Pam V.K.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: K. Wilhelm: recommendations?

I just read a wonderfully touching short story called "Naming the Flowers"
by Kate Wilhelm.  I was wondering what else she has written that is this
good.  I haven't read SF in about 5 years, with the exception of Orson
Scott Card's books.  What other authors with similar styles are out there?

Many thanks in advance.

Pam Von Krosigk

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 15:22:12 GMT
From: cmft564@chpc.utexas.edu (Tim Murphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: K. Wilhelm: recommendations?

   Cool, finally someone on the net appears who likes Kate Wilhelm.  I've
read several books by her over the years and liked everyone of them.
Unfortunately this was quite awhile back and I don't remember them all, but
here are a few:

1 Where Late the Sweet Birds Sang
2 Margret and I
3 The Clewston Test
   These are all excellent books and I highly recommend them.

Tim Murphrey

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 17:18:03 GMT
From: petev@gdstech.grumman.com (Peter Venetoklis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: K. Wilhelm: recommendations?

I also read one WAY back called Juniper Time.  Seem to remember good things
about it.

Peter Venetoklis
Senior Engineer - Mission Analysis
Northrop Grumman Corporation
petev@gdstech.grumman.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 19:05:27 GMT
From: Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk (Ken & Jo Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: K. Wilhelm: recommendations?

Short Stories _Forever Yours, Anna_ - in fact almost all her recent short 
stories  have been great.

Novels are patchier, but very good are _Where Late The Sweet birds Sang_
and _Huysman's Pets_.

Other authors with similar styles? Have you tried Connie Willis? Have you
tried James Tiptree Jr? Her short stories are unbeatable and have that same
human touch. Let me know what you like about her style and I'll see what
else comes to mind. :) 

Jo

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 20:31:15 GMT
From: gleason@mwk.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: K. Wilhelm: recommendations?

   And don't forget "The Killer Thing"

   Wasn't KW married to another famous SF writer? I can't recall.

Lee K. Gleason N5ZMR
Control-G Consultants
gleason@mwk.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 20:47:28 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: K. Wilhelm: recommendations?

Wilhelm is one of those (un?)fortunate sf writers whose borderline sf
novels sometimes get published as mainstream. Somebody once remarked that
he would often smuggle a few Wilhelm volumes from the 'Fiction' to the
'Science Fiction' section of his local bookstore (hoping to boost sales).
Booklegging?  ;-)

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 03:43:45 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: K. Wilhelm: recommendations?

gleason@mwk.com wrote:
>Wasn't KW married to another famous SF writer? I can't recall.

Damon Knight.

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 21:57:49 GMT
From: karlpov@access.digex.net (Charles R.L. Power)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: K. Wilhelm: recommendations?

Actually, there's quite a bit of Kate Wilhelm out without your having to
search for similar writers.  I'm not sure that Wilhelm's style or themes
are so distinctive I'd be able to think recognize any Wilhelmoids.  She
does write well.  Lately she has been doing courtroom thrillers, so check
the mystery section for JUSTICE FOR SOME, which I found quite engrossing.
Had a sort of science-history rather than science-fiction element,
involving DNA research.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 03:23:28 GMT
From: jstewart@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (James Stewart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: wolfe: Long Sun

After having read the first two books, I am now waiting for more. Does any
one know the schedule for the next three?

I guess I will just have to reread the New Sun books to get my fix.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 09:45:12 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: wolfe: Long Sun

jstewart@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (James Stewart) writes:
>After having read the first two books, I am now waiting for more. Does any
>one know the schedule for the next three?

You mean you're waiting for the next two; the series is four volumes long.
CALDE OF THE LONG SUN, book three, will be published in September; assuming
he finishes it on schedule, the final volume, EXODUS FROM THE LONG SUN,
will appear in mid- to late 1995.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 15:44:14 GMT
From: dani@telerama.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Forthcoming Books This Year

It's that time again: Every three months, Locus does its level best to
present a comprehensive listing of the f/sf books expected out in the next
six or nine months, and every three months I read through it and pick out a
list which is neither comprehensive nor representative, but simply consists
of books that caught my eye for some reason or none.  For a complete
listing, see the June issue of Locus.

The notation and abbreviations used below should be fairly
self-explanatory.  Books are paperback unless otherwise noted.  Reprints
are identified with an 'r', story collections with a 'c'.  And most books
appear in the month before the publication date listed.  I've focused on
the American publishing schedule, so books which have previously appeared
in the UK are not listed as reprints, and books (of which there is a
growing number) which are appearing in the UK this year but not in America
are not listed.

Roger MacBride Allen:  The Shattered Sphere, Tor, Jul HC

   Presumably a sequel to "The Ring of Charon", which is being reprinted.
   TRoC was excellent reasonably-hard-sf.

Poul Anderson:  The Stars Are Also on Fire, Tor, Aug HC
Wilhelmina Baird: Clipjoint, Ace, Sep
John Barnes: Mother of Storms, Tor, Jul HC
Stephen Baxter: Anti-Ice, HarperPrism, Nov
Peter Beagle: The Innkeeper's Song, Penguin/Roc, Oct TP r

Gregory Benford: Furious Gulf, Bantam Spectra, Aug HC

   Presumably the next book in Benford's Sea/Ocean/etc. series, the earlier
   books of which are being rereleased.

Michael Bishop: Count Geiger's Blues, Tor/Orb, Jun TP r

   This book, about a man who acquires an allergy to culture, has been
   strongly recommended to me.

David Brin: Otherness, Bantam Spectra, Sep c
Jack L Chalker
 Gods of the Well of Souls, BBDR, Oct HC
 Shadow of the Well of Souls, BBDR, Sep r
Suzy McKee Charnas: The Furies, Tor, Jun HC
C.J. Cherryh
 Faery in Shadow, Ballantine Del Rey, Sep r
 Tripoint, Warner Aspect, Sep HC
Jo Clayton: Dance Down the Stars, DAW, Sep
Allan Cole and Chris Bunch
 The Far Kingdoms, Ballantine Del Rey, Jul r
 The Warrior's Tale, Ballantine Del Rey, Nov HC

John Crowley
 Aegypt, Bantam, Sep TP r
 Little Big, Bantam, Sep TP r
 Three Novels, Bantam, Sep TP
 Love & Sleep, Bantam, Sep HC

   September's going to be a busy month for John Crowley.  Bantam is
   reprinting 'Aegypt' and releasing its sequel, "Love & Sleep", and also
   reprinting four of Crowley's earlier novels.  If you haven't read
   "Little Big", you're missing one of the all-time great fantasy novels.
   It's not to all tastes, being long, literary, and ambitious, but it's
   worth trying even if your tastes don't usually run in that direction.  I
   don't know what novels are in the omnibus, but I'd guess at "Beasts",
   "Engine Summer", and "Great Work of Time".  Of these, "Engine Summer" is
   also something exceptional, albeit shorter and easier than "Little,
   Big".  I thought the other two adequate but nothing special, but I know
   some people swear by them.  (And I really should try read Aegypt again.
   Maybe this time I'll like it.)

Tom Deitz: Above the Lower Sky, Morrow AvoNova, Dec HC

Samuel R. Delany
 Atlantis: Model 1924, Incunabula Press, Fall HC
 The Madman, Masquerade, Jun TP
 Silent Interviews: On Language, Race, Sex, Science Fiction, and
  Some Comics, University Press of New England/Wesleyan, Jul HC, TP

   And if Crowley's getting a day in the sun, so is Delany, apparently,
   albeit with new material.  "Atlantis" isn't science fiction, and "Silent
   Interviews" isn't fiction.

Charles DeLint
 Dreams Underfoot, Tor Jul r,c
 Memory and Dream, Tor, Oct HC
Susan Dexter: The Wind Witch, BBDR, Nov
Gordon R. Dickson
 Other, Tor, Sep HC
 The Dragon, The Earl, and the Troll, Ace, Dec HC

Stephen R Donaldson: The Gap into Madness: Chaos and Order, Bantam
Spectra, Jul HC

   Presumably worth getting, as every book in this sf series has been
   better than the last - bigger, more ambitious, telling a larger and
   more complex story.  On the other hand, many readers are going to find
   the ugliness of the story and of the characters just not worth putting
   up with.

Debra Doyle and J.D. MacDonald: By Honor Betray'd, Tor, Jul
Diane Duane: The Door into Sunset, Tor, Aug
Dorana Durgin, Dun Lady's Jess, Baen, Aug
David Eddings: The Hidden City, Ballantine Del Rey, Sep HC
George Alec Effinger, Maureen Birnbaum, Barbarian Swordsperson, SFBC HC r,c
Kate Elliott: The Law of Becoming, DAW, Oct
Ru Emerson: The Art of the Sword, Ace, Dec
Philip Jose Farmer: More Than Fire, Tor, Dec r
Lionel Fenn: Time: The Semi-Final Frontier, Ace, Sep
John M Ford: Growing Up Weightless, Bantam Spectra, Aug r
C.S. Friedman: When True Night Falls, DAW, Sep r

Terry Goodkind: Wizard's First Rule, Tor, Sep HC

   This is a first novel, and a first-in-fantasy-series.  It apparently
   brought in a particularly large advance, and so it will presumably have
   a particularly large advertising budget, but the only review of the book
   that I've seen was unenthusiastic.
	
Barbara Hambly: Bride of the Rat God, Ballantine Del Rey, Dec

David G Hartwell and Kathryn Cramer, eds, The Ascent of Wonder:
   The Evolution of Hard SF, Tor, Jun HC

   This month's issue of Locus includes an ambivalent, two-page-long review
   of this collection.  The reviewer's main problem with the collection is
   that it doesn't do what the title implies, as only about half the
   stories seem to fit the "evolution of hard sf" subtitle.  The rest, at
   best, show other ways in which science gets handled in science fiction
   and even fantasy.  That said, the book includes 67 stories, three
   introductions, and story notes, and almost all the stories I recognized
   are worth reading.  I note, btw, that the SF Book Club is releasing this
   book in October, presumably for less than $35.

Zenna Henderson: Ingathering: The Complete People Stories of
   Zenna Henderson, NESFA Press, Fall HC

   Readers who haven't read Henderson's 'People' stories should.  Those who
   have presumably own the previously-collected stories, and may face a
   difficult choice as to whether to get this book for the sake of a couple
   of unexceptional stories that didn't make it into earlier collections.

Robert Holdstock: The Hollowing, Penguin/Roc, Jul HC
Robert Jordan, Lord of Chaos, Tor, Nov HC
C.M. Kornbluth: His Share of Glory: The Short Fiction of C.M. Kornbluth,
   NESFA Press, Fall 94 HC
Nancy Kress: Beggars and Choosers, Tor, Oct HC
Mercedes Lackey: Storm Warning, DAW, Aug HC
Mercedes Lackey and Larry Dixon: The Serrated Edge: Chrome Circle, Baen,
   Aug 
Medeleine L'Engle: Troubling a Star, Farrar Straus Giroux, Fall HC ya
Ursula K Le Guin: A Fisherman of the Inland Sea, Harper-Prism, Nov HC c
H.P. Lovecraft: Miscellaneous Writings, Arkham House, Winter HC c

Anne McCaffrey: The Dolphins of Pern, Ballantine Del Rey, Oct HC
Anne McCaffrey and Elizabeth Ann Scarborough, Power Lines, Ballantine 
   Del Rey, Aug HC

   McCaffrey seems to be specializing these days in sequels that didn't
   need to be written.

Sharyn McCrumb, She Walks These Hills, Scribners, Oct HC
Maureen F McHugh: Half the Day is Night, Tor, Oct HC

Vonda N McIntyre: Nautilus, Bantam Spectra, Oct

   I didn't enjoy "Starfarers", but the sequels were better.  This book
   presumably ends the series.

Robin McKinley: A Knot in the Grain and Other Stories, Morrow Greenwillow,
   May HC c, ya

   I recently saw this book in a children's bookstore.  It contains five
   stories, one with a contemporary setting, four nominally set in Damar -
   the setting of "The Blue Sword".  Three of those four are reprints, and
   for the most part, instead of 'Damar', read "generic fantasy setting":
   Don't look for strong tie-ins to "The Blue Sword" or "The Hero and the
   Crown".

L.E. Modesitt, Jr.: Of Tangible Ghosts, Tor, Oct HC
Elizabeth Moon: Sporting Chance, Baen, Sep
Rebecca Ore: Slow Funeral, Tor, Jul HC
Terry Pratchett: Small Gods, Harper Prism, Nov r
Melanie Rawn: Exiles, DAW, Nov HC

Mike Resnick: A Miracle of Rare Design, Tor, Dec HC

   Why not 'device'?

Karen Ripley: The Alchemist of Time, Ballantine Del Rey, Dec
Rudy Rucker: The Hacker and the Ants, Morrow AvoNova, May HC
Elizabeth Ann Scarborough: The Godmother, Ace, Sep HC
Delia Sherman, The Porcelain Dove, Penguin/Plume, Jul TP r

Clifford Simak, The Werewolf Principle, Carroll & Graf, Jun r

   This is one of my favorite Simak novels, but I was amused to find it in
   a horror line.

Dan Simmons: Endymion, Headline, Nov TP, HC UK

   I'll make one exception in my non-UK listing, for the third 'Hyperion'
   novel.

Midori Snyder: The Flight of Michael McBride, Tor, Nov HC
Christopher Stasheff: M'Lady Witch, Ace, Nov
S.M. Stirling and Holly Lisle: The Rose Sea, Baen, Sep
Sheri S Tepper: Shadows End, Bantam Spectra, Dec HC
David Weber: Honor Harrington #4: Field of Dishonor, Baen, Oct
Connie Willis: Uncharted Territory, Bantam Spectra, Jul novella

Gene Wolfe
 Calde of the Long Sun, Tor, Sep HC
 Shadow and Claw, Tor/Orb, Oct, om,tp
 Sword and Citadel, Tor/Orb, Nov, om,tp

   Tired of looking for "Book of the New Sun" because so many people tell
   you that it's one of the great works of sf/f and finding out that it's
   out of print and that used bookstores never seem to have it in stock?
   It's being reprinted in two omnibus volumes - One containing "Shadow of
   the Torturer" and "Claw of the Conciliator", one containing "Sword of
   the Lictor" and "Citadel of the Autarch".

Patricia C Wrede: The Raven Ring, Tor, Nov HC

Chelsea Quinn Yarbro
 The Complete Vampire Stories, Transylvania Press, Fall HC c
 Out of the House of Life, Tor/Orb, Dec TP r

   "The Saint Germaine Chronicles" is worth reading, but it's not hard to
   find in used-paperback.  I don't know what other stories "The Complete
   Vampire Stories" contains, but it would have to be a fair amount to make
   it worth getting in hardcover.  "Out of the House of Life" was
   disappointing.  The more interesting part dealt with St. Germaine's
   early life, but we only got glimpses of that.  Most of the book was a
   particularly dull tale of Madeleine on an early Egyptian archaeological
   dig.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
dani@telerama.lm.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 19:14:54 GMT
From: danny@cs.su.oz.au (Danny Yee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Book Review - Roadside Picnic / World's End

_Roadside Picnic_ is the novel on which Tarkovsky's film _Stalker_ was
based.  Aliens have visited the Earth, leaving behind the Zones, places of
immense danger where incomprehensible technological wonders can be found.
A frontier culture has developed around these areas, where "stalkers" risk
their lives in illegal expeditions to extract items.  This is a powerful
but understated portrayal of mankind facing the unknown.

_World's End_, a sequel to the Hugo award winning _The Snow Queen_, has an
very similar setting.  World's End is a localised area where ordinary
physics is warped and reality is somewhat unstable, and where down-at-heel
adventurers try to make their fortune prospecting.  In this case the plot
is rather different, with the focus on the individual quest of the
protagonist to find himself and an ongoing plot rather than the broader
view of the Strugatskys.  Whether Vinge copied from the Strugatskys' novel
is not clear, but _Roadside Picnic_ is, in my opinion, by far the better
novel.

Author:     Strugatsky, Arkady 
Author:     Strugatsky, Boris 
Title:      Roadside Picnic
Publisher:  Penguin
City:       Harmondsworth UK
Date:       1979
Order Info: ISBN 0-14-00-5135-X
Pages:      160pp
Comments:   paperback, translated by Antonina W. Bouis

Author:     Vinge, Joan D. 
Title:      World's End
Publisher:  Tom Doherty Associates
City:       New York
Date:       1984
Order Info: ISBN 0-812-52368-7
Pages:      284pp
Comments:   paperback

Danny Yee
danny@cs.su.oz.au
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Today's Topics:

       Films - Batman III (9 msgs) & Escape From New York (4 msgs) &
               Judge Dredd (2 msgs) & Incredible Hulk Movie &
               Fortress II & Puppet Masters & The Watchmen &
               Five Million Years to Earth & Johnny Mnemonic

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 03:07:04 GMT
From: larocqu@gaul.csd.uwo.ca (John P. LaRocque)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BATMAN III News: Jim Carrey as Riddler

From Rita Zekas' "People" gossip column in today's Toronto Star (May 22,
94)

"IS CARREY THE ANSWER TO BATMAN RIDDLER?"

Rita Zekas - People

Looks like that kid from Jackson's Point has aced himself into another plum
role.

Buzz is that the honchos at Warner Bros. are eying Jim Carrey (Ace Ventura:
Pet Detective) for the Riddler role in Batman III.

The new info leak replaces the old leak, that Robin Williams, who had long
been associated with the role, had turned the part down as written. No one
would confirm whether or not a deal was inked, but one source said talks
with Carrey are "beyond negotiations."

The filmmakers have the project in high gear, and it is expected to go
before cameras in September as originally announced.

Meanwhile, Two-Face, the other B3 villain, has already gotten the
affirmation from Oscar winner Tommy Lee Jones.

Both Batman (Michael Keaton) and Alfred will have bigger roles this time
around, with Alfred becoming a high tech wiz.

Christ O'Donnell and Leonardo DiCaprio have been tipped to play Robin, the
boy wonder.

The female love interest is still a question mark.

You can bet that Sean Young has her dibs in.

John P. LaRocque
larocqu@gaul.csd.uwo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 05:47:16 GMT
From: jxs52@po.cwru.edu (Jonathan Sheir)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BATMAN III News: Jim Carrey as Riddler

Am I the only one who finds Jim Carrey to be such an inane and unfunny
actor that any movie with him is not worth seeing.  I would never see
"Batman 3" if he starred in it.  His brand of humor would never work in
such a movie.  He could never pass for a villain with his stupid physical
comedy.  Cast Robin Williams, John Malkovich, or anyone else, but Carrey as
the Riddler would be a disaster.

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 15:01:33 GMT
From: emru@cam.org (Emru Townsend)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BATMAN III News: Jim Carrey as Riddler

During the premiere of _Batman_, about a half-dozen of us in the audience
jumped up and shouted "TWO-FACE!" when Billy Dee Williams appeared as
Harvey Dent.  I don't know about the other five people, but I'm still
wondering why Billy Dee isn't playing our favourite schizoid.

Emru Townsend
emru@cam.org

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 16:54:37 GMT
From: r.furr@genie.geis.com (Rob Furr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BATMAN III News: Jim Carrey as Riddler

Emru Townsend, emru@CAM.ORG writes:
>During the premiere of _Batman_, about a half-dozen of us in the audience
>jumped up and shouted "TWO-FACE!" when Billy Dee Williams appeared as
>Harvey Dent.  I don't know about the other five people, but I'm still
>wondering why Billy Dee isn't playing our favourite schizoid.

It's simple; because they could -get- Tommy Lee Jones, Academy Award
winner.

Personally, I think Billy Dee would do a king-hell job as two-face; he'd
certainly do a truer-to-the-source-material version than Jack Nicholson did
of the Joker. (The Joker had far too many Nicholsonisms; the best Joker in
mass media so far has been Mark Hamill, IMHO. "Mi Cosa Nostra es su Cosa
Nostra." Whee!)

I don't know about Jones, though; his psychotic nuttiness isn't of the
right caliber for Two-Face. He does _great_ laid-back psychos; can he do a
nutcase like Two-Face? I don't know.

Rob F.

------------------------------

Date: 24 May 94 19:22:32 GMT
From: woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BATMAN III News: Jim Carrey as Riddler

Enetrtainment Tonight announced last night that Carrey had accepted the
role. I do not remember the salary but it was well over one million dollars
(like 5-7 million).

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 13:49:48 GMT
From: filip@leland.stanford.edu (Felipe De Jesus Salazar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BATMAN: Make it exciting this time!!

My biggest complaint against the Batman movies is that Tim Burton has made
them so depressing and slow, and the characters never seem excited.  Well
ok, Jack Nicholson did show some excitement, but Batman is so depressing.
Can't he speak more, show more passion and can't the soundtrack and
background music be more lively?  Wouldn't you like to hear music like that
used in the tv show?  I mean, not throughout the movie but at the climax or
something.  I want to see Batman, my hero, not some boring geeky looking
guy who can't act passionately.

Superman I and II were so superior to these boring Batman movies.

Phil

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 19:11:46 GMT
From: da825@cleveland.freenet.edu (Richard N Kitchen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BATMAN III News: Jim Carrey as Riddler

According to yesterday's LA Times, Michael Keaton has still not signed to
do Batman III.  Apparently, there's a possibility that he won't.

Rick Kitchen
da825@cleveland.freenet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 03:13:51 GMT
From: le@cs.tulane.edu (Doug Le)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BATMAN: Make it exciting this time!!

I distinctly remembered that Kurt Loder on MTV News said that the third
movie will be titled _BATMAN FOREVER_.  Can anyone confirm this?  What is
the title suppose to mean?

BTW, he also said that shooting will begin this summer.

Doug Le
Computer Engineering
Tulane University   
le@rex.cs.tulane.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 05:21:38 GMT
From: hodges@uuneo.neosoft.com (Eric Hodges)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BATMAN: Make it exciting this time!!

I thought the 1st Batman was tedious.  I thought the 2nd one was much more
interesting and it seemed more like a Tim Burton film than the 1st one.

But I still wish they would have done it realistically.  This guy is a nut.
He's running around town in a bat suit.  Fighting evil.  Yeah.  That sounds
like a great starting point for a movie.  A rich psycho decides to avenge
his parents deaths by wiping out evil conspiracies lurking in the darkest
parts of the cities.  Eventually he comes to believe that the Illuminati
killed Kennedy and Hoover knew about it! And Commissioner Gordon was just a
little too friendly with the FBI.  So he ends up on a clock tower with
several thousand rounds of armor piercing ammo.

Soundtrack by Tom Waits.  

hodges@sugar.neosoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 15:44:16 GMT
From: zgilbert@titan.ucs.umass.edu (Zvi Gilbert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Escape From New York... question [SPOILERS]

Question involves SPOILERS

I just watched _Escape From New York_, and thought it was an okay sf
thriller.  However, I don't really understand all that went on with the
tape that was in the President's briefcase.  I'm not sure they ever fully
explained what was on the tape or what was going on... all I gathered is
that it had something to do with nuclear fusion, and needed to be played at
the summit.  So here are my questions:

(1) What was on the tape?
(2) Why does "The fate of the human race" depend on it?
(3) Why does Snake switch the tapes and then wreck the "real" one at the
end?  Simple revenge?  Why?  He's got a full presidential pardon, why would
he wreck his own life by doing something that all the feds would put him in
jail for?

Thanks for your input.

Zvi
zgilbert@titan.ucs.umass.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 17:57:29 GMT
From: mcssegcs@dct.ac.uk
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Escape From New York [SPOILERS]

zgilbert@titan.ucs.umass.edu (Zvi Gilbert) writes:
> I just watched _Escape From New York_, and thought it was an okay sf
> thriller. However, I don't really understand all ...

The tape is what Hitchcock used to call a McGuffin; that is, it's an
important plot point in manipulating the characters, but its actual
contents are inconsequential.

> (1) What was on the tape?

Like you said, a description of some sort of new nuclear fusion process.

> (2) Why does "The fate of the human race" depend on it?

It was a part of a deal to help stop world war III. By making the
afore-mentioned process public at the convention the President was to
attend, he would thereby demonstrate America's good faith to world peace
and the international economy.

> (3) Why does Snake switch the tapes ...

Because he doesn't give a s***. It's familiar John Carpenter nihilism.  The
politicians are all bunch of jerkolas, so the world isn't worth saving.
It's the same point (made more crudely) as the endings to movies like "High
Noon" and "Dirty Harry".

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 19:20:25 GMT
From: loh@helix.net (Keith Meng-Wei Loh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Escape From New York [SPOILERS]

mcssegcs@dct.ac.uk writes:
>> (3) Why does Snake switch the tapes ...
>Because he doesn't give a s***. It's familiar John Carpenter nihilism.
>The politicians are all bunch of jerkolas, so the world isn't worth
>saving. It's the same point (made more crudely) as the endings to movies
>like "High Noon" and "Dirty Harry".

More specifically, the big jerkola, the President (played by Donald
Pleasance, a Carpenter regular) doesn't seem to care that a few of the
Snake's friends in Manhattan are killed to save his life. Snake wanted to
test this when he went up to the President while he was being gussied up
for the press conference. Also, Snake was probably also pissed off because
the President had stopped the crane when he was halfway up to the wall and
time was running out on Snake.

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 03:41:28 GMT
From: dpc@gas.uug.arizona.edu (DOUGLAS P CUMMINGS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New version of "Escape From NY"?

I was recently surprised to see a full-page ad for a new release of "Escape
from New York", which was advertised as being letterboxed and having extra
footage, in a recent issue of "Entertainment Weekly".

Has anyone seen this ad or the video yet? I was surprised they were making
a big fuss over it (although I think it's a very enjoyable movie) in lieu
of Carpenter's recent track record, and the fact that the movie was hardly
a box office smash.

Thanks!

Doug

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 13:34:29 GMT
From: A.J.Woodard1@student.lut.ac.uk
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DREDD NEWS

   Went to a convention of writers for the Doctor Who new adventure novels.
On one of the panels was Adrian Rigelsford... he was very forthcoming with
some inside information on, among other things, the new Dredd Movie.  Hope
this isn't old news...

   Filming commences at Shepperton on 1st August (closed set), while Sly
will arrive on 24th July. Sharon Stone is rumoured for the part of Judge
Anderson (he didn't have an answer to that one). Apparently, 70ft building
fronts are going up all over the place (Shepperton looks more like
Mega-City than the comic books). Mean machine features in the plot (and the
costume does include the infamous "control" on the side of his head).
Futuristic looking cars and motorcycles are roaming the studio together
with a walking robot that is actually 20ft tall (with some poor SFX guy
strapped inside it).
   He mentioned the director's name (and some of his past work - mainly
action films), but i was still looking for a pen to frantically write down
all of this unexpected news, so I missed it.

   Also mentioned was the Doctor Who movie (Green Light) that had gone into
filming before the BBC refused to renew its licence rights in April.

Andy Woodard  
A.J.Woodard1@Student.lut.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 09:41:07 GMT
From: s921878@minyos.xx.rmit.edu.au (Daniel John Lee Parnell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Judge Dredd

   Well, I have an issue of 2000AD around here where the Judge Dredd movie
was announced to "coming some time in 95" and that Sylvester Stallone was
supposed to be playing Dredd.  I am wondering if they'll make everybody
else really short to make him look bigger or something like that :)

Daniel Parnell
s921878@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 20:39:24 GMT
From: jrmureik@sciborg.uwaterloo.ca (Jonas Mureika  Newt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Incredible Hulk Motion Picture??

   It has been rumored for the past little while that a movie of "The
Incredible Hullk" is in the works.  In this, the big green guy would be
computer animated.  Has anyone heard the latest on this?  Are there any
plans in the making for such a beast?  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 17:08:12 GMT
From: m1pxk00@newfed.frb.gov (Pramod X. Kalapa)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Fortress II !!!

Just when you thought it was safe... Fortress II is going into production.
Christopher Lambert is back in it.  Seems one can never over estimate the
intelligence of Hollywood.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jun 94 17:43:36 GMT
From: K047RM@tamvm1.tamu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Heinlein's *Puppet Masters* on film?

Pardon me for asking this, maybe there were 3,782 messages posted here last
week on this thread, but has anybody heard something about Heinlein's *The
Puppet Masters* being turned into a movie?
 
I ask because I am on the Del Rey mailing list, and in the most recent
mailing, they say they are re-releasing *Puppet Masters* as a "movie
tie-in".
 
If anyone has a clue, especially on director, screenwriter, performers, and
release date, I'd love to hear about it.
 
Think they'd do it as action/adventure, horror, or weird paranoid fantasy?
 
Thanks.

scooter@tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 21:10:12 GMT
From: weyer@acs.ucalgary.ca (K. Udo Weyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Movie; The Watchmen

   Has anyone else heard the rumor that Kenneth Branagh has the movie
rights to the comic series 'Watchmen'? I would love to see this brought to
the big screen (if done well), but think it would be a monumental task (at
least to compress all twelve comics to a mere 2 hours of film).

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 03:32:46 GMT
From: leeper@mtgz744.mt.att.com (Mark R. Leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Five Million Years to Earth

<T.J.Foster@lut.ac.uk> wrote:
>what I've seen of Quatermass, I liked, but I havent seen the early series
>- too young :-(, but the film I saw was OK for that genre, and I have a
>book of the script for the other film.

You are lucky to be living in the age of videotape.  Things become
available.

I have been a Quatermass enthusiast since the 60s.  Keep your eyes open
long enough and you can find some of the things you missed.  Just to let
you know what is available in the US I have on videotape all four
Quatermass films (not hard) but I also have the TV serials QUATERMASS II
and QUATERMASS AND THE PIT as well as the first episode of QUATERMASS
EXPERIMENT.  When Nigel Kneale spoke at the Seacon even he did not seem to
be aware that any of QUATERMASS EXPERIMENT survived.

I assume the QUATERMASS II and QUATERMASS EXPERIMENT tapes are pirated at
some point, but somebody must have them legitimately.  I also have three
complete sets of the paperback scripts, two in orange and one in blue as
well as the Quatermass novel.

If all this seems a bit extreme, I consider QUATERMASS AND THE PIT to be
the best science fiction film I have ever seen and for years
enthusiastically touted the film when it was almost completely unknown in
the US.

>Quatermass and the pit was also quite good for the time, and I think
>starred Peter Cushing as Quatermass, instead of Sir ? John Mills, who
>played the part in all other case, I think.

Ouch, you flubbed that one.

QUATERMASS EXPERIMENT (1953): Reginald Tate
QUATERMASS II (1955): John Robinson
QUATERMASS AND THE PIT (1958): Andre Morell

QUATERMASS XPERIMENT (1955, us: THE CREEPING UNKNOWN): Brian Donlevy
QUATERMASS II (1957, us: ENEMY FROM SPACE): Brian Donlevy
QUATERMASS AND THE PIT (1968, us: FIVE MILLION YEARS TO EARTH): Andrew
Kier

THE QUATERMASS CONCLUSION (1980): John Mills

Also

THE GOON SHOW: THE SCARLET CAPSULE (1959): Harry Secombe as Prof. Ned
Quartermess.  (Looseley based on QUATERMASS AND THE PIT, but for the
Goons it is amazingly faithful to the story.  Kneale loved it.)

Mark R. Leeper
AT&T Bell Laboratories
MT 3D-441
200 Laurel Ave
Middletown, NJ 07748
leeper@mtgzfs3.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 05:50:52 GMT
From: jdunning@tucson.princeton.edu (John Alan Dunning)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dolph Lundgren in _Johnny Mnemonic_?

Sunday night I happened to hear part of a new MTV radio show (I think it
may have been the premiere).  Anyway, there was an interview with Henry
Rollins, of the Rollins Band.  Apparently he does some acting, as well as a
bunch of other things.  The interviewer asked him what movie he'd been
working on, and Rollins said he'd just finished filming _Johnny Mnemonic_
up in Canada.  He said Dolph Lundgren was in it as well, and that Dolph
smacks him around quite a bit in the movie, as Mr. Lundgren is wont to do.

In case you don't know, JM is a short story by William Gibson.  I don't
remember the plot very well, but it had something to do with a courier who
had subconsciously memorized some important data that a number of other
people want to get their hands on (is that vague enough for you?).  Anyway,
I can't imagine who Lundgren would play, or Rollins for that matter.
Lundgren has been in a lot of mediocre movies; I hope Gibson's first film
doesn't suck.

John Dunning
jdunning@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------
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                           Doomwatch (3 msgs)
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Date: 6 Jun 94 05:05:48 GMT
From: leew@indirect.com (Lee Whiteside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SFTV: SF TV Upcoming Schedule Titles List (June 6th)

Science Fiction TV Shows Upcoming Episodes (June 5th edition)

This posting contains titles of upcoming episodes for the following shows:

Star Trek: The Next Generation
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine
seaQuest DSV
Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman
Adventures of Brisco County Jr.
X-Files
Highlander
Time Trax
Babylon 5
Viper
Universal Action Pack
Robocop: The Series
Weird Science
Sci-Fi Channel Highlights

Plus other specials noted that I find out about in advance.

This only lists the titles of the shows, so there are no spoilers other
than what might be contained in the titles.  I am going to attempt to post
this info on a regular basis.  If you have access to info that I don't
have, please email me at leew@indirect.com so I can include it here. The
syndicated shows I should have up to a months worth (at least) of upcoming
episodes.  For the network shows, it is limited to what info is listed in
various tv listing sources and what people post to the net.

Satellite Feed Information is contained at the end of this listing.  Any
updates to that info would be appreciated.

As always, these schedules are subject to change by the producers and
networks at any time.

Star Trek (Info from Mike Brown and Jim Shaun Lyon)

Star Trek: The Next Generation

Ep #   sat feed   Prod #    Title

177a    5/23/94     747     All Good Things (Two-hour series finale)
        5/28/94     264R    The Pegasus
        6/ 4/94     265R    Homeward
        6/11/94     266R    Sub Rosa
        6/18/94     267R    Lower Decks
        6/25/94     268R    Thy Known Self
        7/ 2/94     269R    Masks
        7/ 9/94     270R    Eye of the Beholder
        7/16/94     271R    Genesis
        7/23/94     272R    Journey's End
        7/30/94     273R    First Born
        8/ 6/94     274R    Bloodlines
        8/13/94     275R    Emergence
        8/20/94     276R    Preemptive Strike
        8/27/94     258R    Phantasms
177     9/ 3/94     277     All Good Things, Part I
178     9/10/94     278     All Good Things, Part II


Star Trek: Deep Space Nine

 44     5/21/94     444     Collaborator
        5/28/94     412R    Vortex
 45     6/04/94     445     Tribunal
 46     6/11/94     446     The Jem'Hadar
        6/18/94     432R    The Alternate
        6/25/94     433R    Armageddon Game
        7/04/94     434R    Whispers
        7/11/94     436R    Shadowplay
        7/18/94     438R    Profit and Loss
        7/25/94     439R    Blood Oath
        8/01/94     440R    The Maquis, Part I
        8/08/94     441R    The Maquis, Part II
        8/15/94     429R    Second Sight
        8/22/94     442R    The Wire
        8/29/94     443R    Crossover
        9/05/94     444R    The Collaborator
        9/12/94     445R    Tribunal
        9/19/94     446R    The Jem'Hadar
 47     9/26/94     447     The Jem'Hadar  Part II

Note: the date listed is the first day the episode is transmitted over
the Paramount sat feed.  Paramount's official "week of" starts two days
later on the following Monday.


Babylon 5  (Info from John Hudgens and Arne Starr)

Week Of   Prod #    Title

05/23/94  119     TKO
05/30/94  108R    The Parliament of Dreams
06/06/94  110R    Mind War
06/13/94  107R    The War Prayer
06/20/94  106R    And the Sky Full of Stars
06/27/94  113R    Deathwalker
07/04/94  109     Grail
07/11/94  122     Eyes
07/18/94  115     Legacies
07/25/94  120     A Voice in the Wilderness Part 1
08/01/94  121     A Voice in the Wilderness Part 2
08/08/94  118     Babylon Squared
08/15/94  117     The Quality of Mercy
08/22/94  105R    Believers
08/29/94          TBD
09/05/94  111R    Survivors
09/12/94  116R    Signs and Portents
09/19/94  114R    By Any Means Necessary
09/26/94  109R    Grail
10/03/94  122R    Eyes
10/10/94  120R    A Voice in the Wilderness Part 1
10/17/94  121R    A Voice in the Wilderness Part 2
10/24/94  112     Chrysalis
10/31/94          Chrysalis Part 2

Many PTEN stations air Babylon 5 on Wednesdays at 8 p.m. (E/P),
7 p.m. (C/M) with other stations airing the show wherever they decide.


Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman (ABC)
(Sunday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)
(info from Michael Burstein)

 5/22/94       [pre-empted by Home Videos/City Slickers]
 5/29/94       Honeymoon in Metropolis (repeat)
 6/05/94       I'm Looking Through You (repeat)
 6/12/94       I've Got a Crush on You (repeat)


seaQuest DSV (NBC)
(Sunday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 5/22/94        Higher Power
 5/29/94        Nothing But the Truth (repeat)
 6/05/94        [pre-empted by Basketball Playoffs]
 6/10/94        Better Than Martians (repeat 8 pm ET)
 6/12/94        [pre-empted by Basketball Playoffs]


The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr. (Fox)
(Friday nights at 8 p.m. Eastern/Pacific, 7 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 5/20/94       High Treason Part 2
 5/27/94       Brisco For the Defense (repeat)
 6/03/94       Mail Order Brides (repeat)
 6/10/94       Pirates! (repeat)


X-Files (Fox)
(Friday nights at 9 p.m. Eastern/Pacific, 8 p.m. Central/Mountain)

 5/20/94   14R   Genderbender
 5/27/94    4R   Conduit
 6/03/94   15R   Lazurus
 6/10/94    3R   Squeeze
 6/17/94   16R   Young At Heart
 6/24/94    2R   Deep Throat
 7/01/94   18R   Miracle Man


Highlander (Syndicated)
(Info from Linda Cooksey)
(airs on WGN at 10:30 pm ET Thursdays the week following "Week Of")

Week of      WGN      Prod #       Title

05/16/94    5/26/94   93221        Counterfeit Part 1
05/23/94    6/02/94   93222        Counterfeit Part 2
05/30/94    6/09/94   93214(R)     Unholy Alliance Part 1
06/06/94    6/16/94   93215(R)     Unholy Alliance Part 2
06/13/94    6/23/94   93216(R)     The Vampire              
06/20/94    6/30/94   93217(R)     Warmonger                
06/27/94    7/07/94   93218(R)     Pharaoh's Daughter       
07/04/93    7/14/94   93219(R)     Legacy                   
07/11/93    7/21/94   93220(R)     Prodigal Son             
07/18/93    7/28/94   93221(R)     Counterfeit Part 1       
07/25/93    8/04/94   93222(R)     Counterfeit Part 2       
08/01/94    8/11/94   93201(2R)    The Watchers             
08/08/94    8/18/94   93202(2R)    Studies in Light         
08/15/94    8/25/94   93203(2R)    Turnabout                
08/22/94    9/01/94   93208(2R)    Revenge of the Sword     
08/29/94    9/08/94   93204(2R)    The Darkness             
09/05/94    9/15/94   93205(2R)    Eye for an Eye           
09/12/94    9/22/94   93209(2R)    Run For Your Life        


Time Trax (PTEN/Syndicated)
(Info from Steve Monares)

Week of Air Ep #  Title

5/16/94           "Mother"
5/23/94           "The Last M.I.A."
5/30/94           Darrow for the  Defense (repeat)
6/06/94           One on One (repeat)


Viper (NBC)
(Fridays at 8 p.m. E/P  7 p.m. C/M)
(Cancelled - Unknown if more episodes will air)


Universal Action Pack (Syndicated)
(Rotating package of two hour TV movies featuring some sci-fi.  I'll list
 all of them so you can keep track of when the sci-fi shows are on:
 Tek War - Four movies based on William Shatner's Tek novels
 Hercules - Hercules movies produced by Sam Raimi
 Fastrack - John Landis movies about two friends who discover an abandoned
            space ship
 Bandit -  Movies based on "Smokey and the Bandit"
 Another Midnight Run - Movies based on "Midnight Run"
 Vanishing Son - Martial Arts from Sam Cohen )
 Knightrider 2010

Also airs usually on WGN at 8 pm ET on Thursday the week after the "Week
of" with a repeat showing the following Sunday (late night Sat) at 12:30 am.
It may also get blacked out in your local market, so check your listings.

 Week of   WGN      Title

 5/23/94            Tekwar - Teklords (repeat)
 5/30/94            Tekwar - Teklab (repeat)
 6/05/94            Midnight Run - Midnight Run For Your Life


Robocop: The Series (Syndicated)
(info from Gary Blog)

Week of    Title

 5/16/94   When Justice Fails
 5/23/94   The Human Factor
 5/30/94   Prime Suspect (repeat)
 6/06/94   Trouble in Delta City (repeat)


Weird Science (USA Network)
(Info from Mark Thompson (thompson@clipper.robadome.com)
   Saturdays at 10pm Eastern & Pacific, 9pm Central
   Saturdays at 11am Eastern & Pacific, 10am Central ("rerun" slot)
   occasional other times - they're still "experimenting" with it


 [No New Episode Info]


Other science fiction shows and/or movies

NICK:

Nickleodeon has the second series of the New Tomorrow People at
6 p.m ET/PT on Saturdays with a  repeat showing at 1 p.m. ET/PT Sunday.


USA Network

Saturday Nights 10:30 pm ET/PT

Duckman - Cartoon series starring the voice of Jason Alexander


Sci-Fi Channel Info

June 1-18 schedule is available at ftp.hyperion.com in the /pub/TV
directory.

On the Sci-Fi Series Collection (9 pm & 1 am ET/ 6 pm & 10 pm PT Mon-Fri)

    Automan starts June 3, getting pre-empted June 13th through June 25th.

Upcoming Specials:

Close Encounters of the Third Kind on June 11 (8 p.m. and midnight)
and June 12 ( 3 p.m.)

Werewolf movies the week of June 13th at 9 p.m. and 1 a.m. (ET)
Roger Corman movies the week of June 20th (same times)


SAT FEED INFO SECTION  - All times listed are Eastern

Paramount sat feeds (ET):

        Saturday

                0900    Entertainment Tonight
                1000    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine
                1100    The Untouchables
                1500    Entertainment Tonight
                1600    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine
                1700    The Untouchables
                1800    STAR TREK: The Next Generation

        Sunday

                1400    STAR TREK: The Next Generation
                1500    The Untouchables
                1600    STAR TREK: Deep Space Nine

All are on T401, transponder 3 (2V)
        5.8 mono (SAP for ET)   6.2 left   6.8 right   (wideband)

The satellite feeds for the two hour TNG Finale are:

Monday May 23, 1994 - 1:00 to 3:00 A.M. Eeastern on Telstar 401, Ch 3.
Monday May 23, 1994 - 4:00 to 6:00 A.M. Eastern on Telstar 401, Ch 17
Monday May 23, 1994 - 11:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. Eastern on Telstar 401,Ch 3
Tuesday May 24, 1994 - 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. Eastern on Telstar 401, Ch 3
The audio for all of the above is 6.2 Left, 6.8 Right, 5.8 Mono.

TNG Top Five Marathon Feed Info:

Block feed for marathon epsiodes.
May 15, 1994  Sunday
       5:00 PM - 10:00 PM Eastern

Weekly Re-feed for marathon episodes.
May 16,1994 thru May 20,1994.   Monday thru Friday.
       12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Eastern

Journey's End: The Saga of Star Trek: The Next Generation feed info

The  special will be fed 3 times.
May 19,1994   Thursday
       10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Eastern
May 20,1994   Friday
       10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Eastern
       7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Eastern

All feeds will  be on Telstar 401/channel 3.
Audio is 6.2 left; 6.8 right and 5.8 mono.


Babylon 5 Sat Feed Info

           BABYLON 5: THE SERIES -- SATELLITE DOWNLINK INFORMATION

 All feeds are Galaxy 4, Channel 21. Audio is 5.8 left, 6.2 right, 6.8 mono.
                     Satellite feed times (Eastern) are as follows:

     STANDARD VERSION --        Friday     10:00 am
                                Friday      2:00 pm
     B5/KF:TLC COMBO VERSION -- Saturdays - 5-7:30am
                                Sundays - 8-10:30am

   The two-hour 30-minute feed includes a seven minute reel change between
shows - BABYLON 5 followed by KUNG FU: THE LEGEND CONTINUES - the combo
feed is for stations showing theses shows *in that order*. This combo block
feed replaces the TIME TRAX/KUNG FU feed effective 1/22/94.

NOTE: PTEN airs it's sat feeds "real-time" in that when there is a two
minute
local commercial break, there is two minutes of black video.


Satellite information for ROBOCOP: THE SERIES. (from Gary Blog)

Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. (Eastern).
The satellite is Galaxy 4-22 (V4140).
Audio information is Stereo (Left 5.8, Right 6.2) and Mono (6.8)

Saturday, 10 a.m.-11 a.m. (Eastern Time).
The satellite is Galaxy 4-13 (H-3960).
Audio information is Stereo (Left 5.8, Right 6.2) and Mono (6.8)


Universal  Action Pack

These are fed in two segments with a fifteen minute break between hours

 Sunday    7:30 AM ET, G4/13
 Monday,  10:00 AM ET, G4/14
 Tuesday, 10:00 AM ET, G4/14

Time Trax

Galaxy 4, Transponder 21

Fridays   11:30 am (stand alone feed)
Saturday   8:30 pm (stand alone feed)
Tuesday   11:00 pm (stand alone feed)

Highlander

Wednesday 9:30 am    Galaxy 4, transponder 22
Friday    1:30 pm    Galaxy 4, transponder 22


Lois and Clark (new episodes only)

Saturday  6:30 am  T2, Transponder 7
(reportedly has moved to 8:30 am T1/5)


seaQuest DSV  (new episodes only)

Friday 11:00 am   T2, Transponder 18 (was missing on 1/7/94)
Saturday 6:00pm   F1, Transponder 8


X-Files

Friday  3:00am  T3/16

Friday  1:00pm  E1, Transponder 8  (Canadian Feed, new shows only)
Friday  9:00pm  T3/18 (east coast normal FOX feed)
Friday  midnight T3/23 (west coast normal FOX feed)


Adventures of Brisco County Jr.

Friday   8:00pm T3/18 (east coast normal FOX feed)
Friday  11:00pm T3/23 (west coast normal FOX feed)

Sunday   2:00am  G4/21  (new shows only, AFTER the Friday FOX airing)

Lee Whiteside
leew@indirect.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 04:34:48 GMT
From: mdupree@tdc.dircon.co.uk (Micky DuPree)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DOOMWATCH to air on UK Gold, 25 June

Reported on the UK Gold teletext: DOOMWATCH is coming to UK Gold starting
Saturday, June 25 at 11.00 pm (BST).

DOOMWATCH is an sf thriller set and shown in the mid-70s.  A government
project is set up to monitor and intervene in environmental crises.  The
project takes its name from its master computer, Doomwatch, and the team is
led by an irascible scientist at odds with his political and bureaucratic
masters.  If you can get past the flamboyant '70s fashions, the stories are
just as taut and relevant today.

Other than a capsule description of the entire series, there was no other
information.

Micky

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 07:42:56 GMT
From: dvp@oasis.icl.co.uk (Dave Parry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DOOMWATCH to air on UK Gold, 25 June

Micky DuPree (mdupree@tdc.dircon.co.uk) wrote:
>Reported on the UK Gold teletext: DOOMWATCH is coming to UK Gold
>starting Saturday, June 25 at 11.00 pm (BST).

This is great news Micky. I saw the original runs on BBC and have been
hoping for a long time for a chance to see this excellent series again.
However, I seem to recall reading somewhere that some (not sure how many)
episodes have been lost. Does anyone have any ideas as to just how much of
Doomwatch is missing? I wonder if the episode with Robert Powell
encountering a 'bit of a problem' with a bomb on a pier still exists.
Anyone remember the reaction to that? :-)

Dave Parry
dvp@oasis.icl.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 12:07:25 GMT
From: maujs@csv.warwick.ac.uk (Jon-Mo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DOOMWATCH to air on UK Gold, 25 June

dvp@oasis.icl.co.uk (Dave Parry) writes:
>Does anyone have any ideas as to just how much of Doomwatch is missing?

   A lot. 8-( The BBC junked the entire series in the 1970's, so all that
remains are the episodes which have been returned to them.  They have about
half of the excellent first season including episodes which have been
released on video (watch out for 'Tommorow-The Rat') and the first episode,
'The Plastic Eaters'. Unfortunately they do not have the final episode of
that season, where a nuclear bomb gets trapped under a pier and Toby Wren
attempts to defuse it.
   Of the second season, they do have the episode which immediately follows
it, and a few others, in colour. They also have the rest of that entire
season in black and white.
   Only about half a dozen episodes of the lacklustre third and final
season exist; the only one I have seen is 'Hair Trigger'. Most notably they
still have the *unscreened* episode of Doomwatch, 'Sex and Violence', which
has never been shown anywhere on television. Hopefully UK Gold will
premiere it, twenty-five years after the event.
   This is based on my memory of an article in a fanzine four or five years
ago. It is possible some more episodes have come to light since.

Jon Morris
jdm93ma@soton.ac.uk

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

			Miscellaneous - Ansible 83

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 04:14:42 GMT
From: ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk (David Langford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ansible 83

ANSIBLE 83
JUNE 1994

From DAVE LANGFORD, 94 London Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU. Fax 0734
669914. ISSN 0265-9816. E-mail ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk. _Ansible_ is
available for SAE or deep personal grovelling.

[NET NOTE. The `real' ANSIBLE is printed and looks nicer (I hope), but this
version contains all the words apart from the occasional artwork credit. It
is possible to subscribe electronically to ANSIBLE by sending e-mail with
the single word SUBSCRIBE to ansible-request@dcs.gla.ac.uk ... not, please,
to me personally. DRL]

MEXICON 6: THE PARTY. This lightweight event (held in the posh
international resort of Stevenage) celebrated the tenth anniversary of
1984's `Tynecon II: the Mexicon' to such enjoyable effect that the happy
throng voted _nem con_ never to do this terrible thing again. To prevent
any recurrence, the accumulated convention funds - some #1,400 - were
turned over to a Mexicon Foundation created on the spot by spontaneous
popular acclaim ... although tiny twinges of cynicism greeted the
appearance of previously printed flyers announcing this body's existence
and accurately predicting its committee membership (Rhodri James, Christina
Lake, Greg Pickersgill [Chair], Martin Tudor, Pam Wells; 3 Bethany Row,
Narberth Rd, Haverfordwest, SA61 2XG). Rather than stifle democracy by
putting the question to the much larger Mexicon 5 mailing list, matters
were decided by a show of hands after a two-hour debate steered by that man
Pickersgill - and Mexicon was no more. The Mexicon Foundation will, er,
help fund unspecified worthy projects, and wants your money. Some 5,271,009
fans have already complained about the name's possible confusion with the
SF Foundation, though `SF' and `Mexicon' are not pronounced _all_ that
similarly.... [] An item on censorship saw fearless Roz Kaveney being
brutally and repeatedly censored by John Harvey's sound system: `The thing
about snuff movies is that WHEEEEEEEEEEEEEE!' [] The `Choice Sleaze' panel
featured Iain Sinclair revealing certain New Agers' theory that the
unspeakable Derek Beackon's victory (since reversed) in that Isle of Dogs
by-election was because his house is built on the intersection of the two
most powerful ley lines in London. (Ken Brown explains: `Canary Wharf
apparently blocks the flow of force and causes disturbances in the Nature
of Things leading to the fascist victory. Do you realize Eastercon 1995 is
to be be held just by the most powerful ley line in London?') Abigail Frost
accused Sinclair of having got it all from her favourite pressure group the
London Psychogeographical Society, but he denied all knowledge. _Frost:_ `I
accept Mr Sinclair's denial of all knowledge.' [] Fleeing hordes of
audience members refused to speak of the panel on e-mail and fanzines.  `It
was @hell in there,' seemed to be the consensus. `Wibble!' explained
Charles Stross, and fell over. [] Other memories? The Ultra Quiz round in
which half the con struggled to construct Eiffel Towers from straws and
paperclips (John Harvey, unrolling the tape measure of judgement: `Size
_is_ important.'). The surprise appearance of Charles Platt and his lady
Susan Kim. A totally inaudible video of John Jarrold raving from the safety
of the USA that sf was dead, or all crap, or edited by John Jarrold, or
something equally terrible. Lightbulbs glowing over heads as the price of
canned Guinness at the hotel bar was compared with that of identical cans
at the late-opening Tesco mere yards away....

### THE ARGONAUTS OF THE AIR ###

JOHN BRUNNER cried `They seem to value the arts more in Romania than in
the west' after receiving the supreme accolade: being waved through
customs on route to EuROcon, merely because officials discovered he was
a writer. [JC]
     EMMA BULL's musical group `The Flash Girls' was reviewed in _Folk
Roots_ magazine, which calls her a `Somewhat renowned former sci-fi
authoress and art rocker....' Former? [JN]
     HARLAN ELLISON phoned about various _Ansible_ pieces, saying in
particular that his huge wrath at the inclusion of that _Last Dangerous
Visions_ story in NESFA's Cordwainer Smith collection had a lot to do
with HE himself having partly rewritten Smith's imperfect draft for
_TLDV_ ... only to learn for the first time of the story's pre-emption
(courtesy of the Scott Meredith agency) when he saw the NESFA volume. He
protested that coverage here made him look like, if I heard correctly,
`a goofus'. _Mea culpa_, no doubt; as Mike Glyer keeps complaining,
_Ansible_ has this fatal tendency to portray practically everyone as a
goofus....
     RAYMOND Z.GALLUN, the old-time sf author whose first sale was `The
Space Dwellers' in 1929, died on 2 Apr aged 83. [_SFC_]
     ALASDAIR GRAY's photo appears in Colin Manlove's _Scottish Fantasy
Literature: A Critical Survey_, with an analytical caption worthy of
Lombroso: `This is a coolly interrogative Gray, whose narrow lips and
strong nose, together with the sheer hairiness of aspect, sufficiently
suggest the academic manque who has outdone all academics. This is the
Gray who refuses to be pinned down....' [DP] But is it the one who writes
books?
     NICOLA GRIFFITH won the 1994 James Tiptree Jr award for `gender-
bending' sf with her 1993 novel _Ammonite_. [JG]
     TEDDY HARVIA wishes to claim precedence for a scientific discovery:
`I ridiculed Carl Sagan long before Apple implied he was a butthead. He
did to science what L.Ron Hubbard did to religion. Popularity does not
convert to substance.'
     PAUL MCAULEY has an update (see _A82_): `Regarding the lunatic
wannabe from Canterbury.... Mighty forces have averted my sincere (as in
imitation is ...) friend's kamikaze legal action to wrest ownership of
my own story from me. I don't know quite what he was offering to
publishers, except a handwritten note concerning a short story collection
including "his" "Karl and the Ogre". Apparently, he has also written
something called _Pasquale's Machine_, and claims that Paul McCartney
stole the lyrics and music of "Yesterday" from him.'
     JAMES RANDI, scourge of psychic frauds, controversially insists that
despite the net rumour spread by one G.Riley (a crony of Uri Geller) he
is not dead. `Typically, [Riley] has picked up on an anonymous phone call
and accepted it because it's "news" he would like to be true. With all
the earth-shaking successes he and his "colleague" have had recently
(sold-out houses in Australia, stunning wins in the law courts,
straightening out Galileo and finding the lost Mars Observer for NASA,
to name only a few miracles) one would think that he could sit back on
his laurels. (Please, will someone explain the "laurels" reference to
him. He may think it's a part of his body.)'
     STEVE SNEYD grumps: `Intrigued by the cognitive dissonance at work
in the bumf for the U of Liverpool MA in sf studies ... the need for a
good First or Second Class Hons in LITERATURE would, I'd think, eliminate
chances of most sf writers doing the course (but then perhaps they don't
want 'em anyhow, danger of lively writing sneaking into the thesis?).
Blights at a stroke my tawdry hopes of trying to do an MA in SF
poetry....'
     VERNA SMITH TRESTRAIL, E.E.Smith's daughter and a noted First Fandom
member in her own right, died in March aged 73.
     JANE YOLEN has been censored again: `A [school] librarian reading
from my picture book _Tam Lin_ was accused of being a satanist, and a
parent tried to sue her, stating "After my daughter heard that story, she
needed therapy." At the school board level, the librarian won, but _then_
the school administrator took her aside and said, "Don't use that story
again. We simply don't have the time or money to fight this battle
again." Win the battle - lose the war!'

### CONNEXIVUM ###

10-12 Jun [] SHOTS ON THE PAGE (mystery/detective event), Forte Crest
Hotel, Nottingham. #40 reg. Contact Broadway Media Centre, 14 Broad St,
Nottingham, NG1 3AL.
   24-26 Jun [] The Scottish Convention Staff Weekend, Leofric Hotel,
Coventry. #30/person/night. Contact 13 St Cloud Rd, West Norwood, SE27 9PN;
(081) 761 2635. `... the main topics of discussion this time will be
Timeline's and Theme's.' _Ansible_ suggests a further seminar on
Apostrophe's.
   8-10 Jul [] BACON (Unicon 15), New Hall Coll, Cambridge.  GoH Geoff
Ryman, Simon Ings. #16 reg. Contact 38 Scotland Road, Chesterton,
Cambridge, CB4 1QG; (0223) 564483.
   22-24 Jul [] DIMENSION JUMP (_Red Dwarf_), Angel Hotel, Northampton.
#30 reg. Send `two stamps' to Garden Cottage, Hall Farm, Scottow, Norwich,
NR10 5DF.
   29-31 Jul [] WINCON III, King Alfred's Coll, Winchester. GoH: Algis
Budrys, James Hogan, Norman Spinrad. #23 reg. Contact 12 Crowsbury Close,
Emsworth, Hants, PO10 7TS.
   1-5 Sep [] CONADIAN (52nd Worldcon), Winnipeg Convention Centre,
Manitoba, Canada. $125 reg ($Can160) to 15 Jul. UK contact: 147 Francis Rd,
London, E10 6NT.
   30 Sep - 2 Oct [] FANTASYCON XIX, Midland Hotel, Brum. GoH Katherine
Kurtz, Brian Lumley. #30 reg. Contact 137 Priory Rd, Hall Green,
Birmingham, B28 0TG.
   1-2 Oct [] OCTOCON 94, Royal Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire, Co.Dublin.
GoH Rob Holdstock. #16 reg to 1 Sep; #20 at door. Contact 20 Newgrove Ave,
Sandymount, Dublin 4, Ireland.
   14-16 Oct [] D-CONTANIMET (anime), Grand Hotel, Brum. #20 reg to 17
Sept, then #25. Contact 13 Prescott Close, Banbury, Oxon, OX16 0RD.  (0295)
256284.
   12 Mar 95 (Sunday!) [] PICOCON 12, Imperial College Union, Prince
Consort Rd, SW7. GoH Iain Banks. Contact 13 Lindfield Gdns, Hampstead,
London, NW3 6PX (after 1 July).
   _Rumblings_ [] CONADIAN's business meeting will consider a motion to
pension off winners of 5 consecutive Hugos in one category with a Lifetime
Award, followed by 5 years' ineligibility for that category.  Sounds quite
sensible - throw out boring old farts like.... (H'mm.  Counts
surreptitiously on fingers.) [] INTERSECTION London pub meetings continue
on 3rd Fri each month in the Wellington. [] EUROCON in Timisoara: Jonathan
Cowie sent an enthusiastic report too voluminous to print. Even the guest
list ran to 17 awesome names, from J.Brunner and J.Haldeman to J.Cowie.
Everything was apparently a great success except some of the organization
and all of the coffee: `Norman Spinrad declared he was going to introduce a
Coffee Ceremony (_a la_ Japanese Tea Ceremony) into the culture.'
Highlight: a laser rock show with fireworks boggled the town. Despite
euphoria JC felt he had to `express disgust at Western fans who refused to
attend owing to the difference in Eastern and Western rates ... the latter
represented a couple of hours of average UK pay but half a month's Eastern
pay!' UK fans who stayed home through mere lack of money are informed that
they `really missed out' on a `very worthy, and rewarding, venture'. Gee
... thanks, Jon.

### INFINITELY IMPROBABLE ###

KNOW YOUR MARKET. The 1995 Arthur C.Clarke Award - for best sf novel
published in the UK this year - has received its first submission! Yes,
Serif have rushed in Steve Aylett's _The Crime Studio_, a exciting
collection of non-sf short stories....
   ANDY PORTER'S LANGUAGE LESSONS. `_Omphalos_ (Latin for Bellybutton) is
to be a new quarterly SF book and magazine review publication....'  [_SF
Chronicle_, May 94]
   PUBLIC SERVICE BITS. _Jack Cohen_ was much cheered when invited to
become a vice-president of the ever so venerable Linnean Society. [] _David
Garnett_ announces that _New Worlds 4_ (the last in its present paperback
incarnation - boo, hiss) has stuff by Graham Charnock, Lisa Tuttle, Ian
McDonald, Garry Kilworth, Barrington J.Bayley, Elizabeth Sourbut, Matthew
Dickens, Peter F.Hamilton, Michael Moorcock, Robert Holdstock and
D.Langford. [] _Simon Green_ asks if anyone can recall a 60s children's
book called _After Bath_, `about the quest to recharge the magic in a
magician's moustache?' [] _Chris Priest_'s new UK edition of _The Last
Deadloss Visions_ costs #5.50 (not #7.50 as in _A81_) post free from him at
32 Elphinstone Rd, Hastings, TN34 2EQ. $10 by airmail. [] _Marcus Rowland_
seeks weird but genuine scientific theories, 1890-1945, for his new
_Forgotten Futures_ game package _George E.Challenger's Mysterious World_:
suggestions, with dates, to 22 Westbourne Pk Villas, London, W2 5EA. []
_Ian Stewart_ hopes to tap the massed erudition of _Ansible_ readers for
the locations of British (especially Scottish) airship facilities during
World War I - info to him at Maths Inst, U of Warwick, Coventry, CV4 7AL.
[] Thog's Masterclass ... truly awful lines from published sf and fantasy
are still being accumulated here for a possible Grant/Langford book(let) -
all contributions welcomed.
   C.O.A. _Bruce Gillespie_, 59 Keele St, Collingwood, Vic 3066, Australia
(not a move, just loss of faith in the PO box number). _Jack Herman & Cath
McDonnell_, Unit 10, 57-59 Illawarra Rd, Allawah, 2218, Australia. _Frank
Key_, 103 Cavendish Rd, Highams Pk, London, E4. _Malice Aforethought
Press_, Flat 2, 10 Netherwood Rd, London, W14 0EJ. _Tom Perry_ (again!), PO
Box 62134, Phoenix, AZ 85082, USA. _Erwin S. `Filthy Pierre' Strauss_, 101
S.Whiting #700, Alexandria, VA 22304, USA.
   GUFF. The Get Up-&-over Fan Fund will waft an Aussie fan to The Scottish
Convention in Glasgow next year: ballots are now circulating (available
from me) and the choice of candidates is LynC, Ian Gunn & Karen Pender-Gunn
(these two jointly), and Kim Huett. Only Kim has sent _Ansible_ a
vote-winning statement, about his enthusiasm for `being introduced to Greg
Pickersgill for the first time. Better yet watching someone else being
introduced to Greg Pickersgill for the first time, from a safe distance. I
have come to the conclusion that either you exaggerate Greg's
pronouncements beyond all belief or he is a Rasputin- like figure with long
greasy hair and filthy shapeless clothing. [...]  Are you telling everyone
what a nice guy I am?'
   SAMHAINBALLS: the spiteful West Country newspaper campaign against John
Gullidge and his horror review magazine _Samhain_ (see _A80-81_) seems to
have died down. Paul Barnett's plans for a legal fund are thus suspended;
his thanks to all who offered help. _A Prominent Member Of The UK Horror
Community Sends Encouragement:_ `I'm afraid John Gullidge has never
considered himself one of the "horror community" (which is one of the
reasons I will not support him or his magazine, as I feel he has brought a
lot of these problems on himself).'
   FAME AT LAST. How to deter computer spies in 2050: `She [...] typed:
_Whoever you are, be warned: I'm about to display the Langford Mind-
Erasing Fractal Basilisk, so_ ...' (Greg Egan, _Permutation City_)
   SCIENCE CORNER. More literate than the Astral Leauge ... more scientific
than the London Psychogeographical Society ... Joseph Nicholas offers a
flyer from the _Association of Autonomous Astronauts_ (`Write to us about
our plans for an independent space exploration program'), which reveals
that EVERYTHING WE KNOW IS WRONG. Spying on the Royal Society's March
meeting, the AoAA was swift to note the insidious political agenda behind
modern so-called mathematics: `The threat to the notion of the static
universe, set in motion in the 20th Century by the discovery of the
relativity of all knowledge, has caused the ruling class to hit back with
its bullshit theory of chaos. [...] Chaos Theory, with all its talk of
disorder in geometry and mathematical systems sensitive to initial
conditions, is nothing more than another instrument of control in the hands
of a ruling class attempting to strengthen their islands of order
surrounded by a sea of chaos, in the vain hope of preserving their
privileged existence.' Yes, yes, yes! But the people can hit back: `Much
was made of the "curse of dimensionality"; that is, when these boffins
attempt to map their mathematical models in higher dimensions than three
the predictions become far more problematical. We will be exploring the
possibilities for higher-dimensionality acts of subversion.' Just hurl a
well-aimed tesseract into the machinery of capitalist government, and....
(Data: _The London Spy_ from B.M.Jed, London, WC1N 3XX)

Ansible 83 (c) Dave Langford, 1994. Thanks to Ken Brown, CIX, Jonathan
Cowie, Abigail Frost, Jeanne Gomoll, Alex McLintock, Joseph Nicholas, David
Pringle, SF Chronicle and Usenet. Special thanks to our hero distributors
Vikki Lee France & Steve Jeffrey (SCIS), Alex Heatley (NZ), Janice Murray
(USA), Alan Stewart (Oz), Martin Tudor (Brum Group News) and Bridget
Wilkinson (FATW), to whom I Owe It All (Whatever It Is).

2 June 94

David Langford
ansible@cix.compulink.co.uk

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Miscellaneous - ConAdian (5 msgs) & Disclave &
                              DUFF Winner & SF Calendar &
                              Hugo Ballot & Plot Formulae

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 04:23:51 GMT
From: 72377.3623@compuserve.com (Kevin Standlee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ConAdian PR 6 Mails

PROGRESS REPORT 6 MAILS
 
ConAdian, the 52nd World Science Fiction Convention, has mailed Progress
Report 6 to all of its members.  PR 6s bound for US addresses were mailed
by bulk rate third class mail from Fargo ND the week of May 23-27; the
remainder, including the Canadian-bound PR 6s, mailed from Winnipeg around
the same time.
 
PR 6 contains the 1994 Hugo Final Ballot and the 1997 Worldcon Site
Selection Ballot, the text of the WSFS Constitution, Standing Rules, and
Business Passed On to the ConAdian Business Meeting, information about the
Writers Workshop, Childcare/KidCon News, Souvenir Book advertising
information, Hotel News updates (including a RATE DECREASE at the Hotel
Fort Garry), information about Religious Service, Game Programming news, a
preview of our Extravaganzas, Dealers Room Update, and more!
 
We would appreciate know when you receive your PRs, so that we can tell how
fast they are being delivered.  Send e-mail to conadian@genie.geis.com
saying where you are and when you received your PR 6.

For more information about ConAdian, contact conadian@genie.geis.com.

Posted by Kevin Standlee <72377.3623@compuserve.com,
k.standlee@genie.geis.com>, ConAdian WSFS Division Chief

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 06:52:50 GMT
From: lucas@cc.umanitoba.ca (Brian Lucas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: WorldCon (ConAdian) Online Information

The Internet Information Desk for ConAdian, the 1994 Worldcon, has been
updated with the release of Progress Report #6.  For online information
about Worldcon, do one of the following:

* If you have a WWW browser (mosaic, lynx, etc), follow the URL:
  http://www.ce.umanitoba.ca/~lucas/conadian.html

* If you have access to anonymous ftp, connect to ftp.cc.umanitoba.ca
  and see the files in /pub/conadian.

The information in the online collection is similar to that contained in
PR6, with fewer ads.  Non-members are welcome to check it out and see what
you're missing!

Brian Lucas                  
Brian_Lucas@UManitoba.ca

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 10:34:57 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: WorldCon (ConAdian) Online Information

I've just checked out this WWW page and it's a wonderful thing.  One small
creeb, though: shouldn't there be a list of the Hugo nominees, or (even
better) a full-scale voting form?  I only ask because this page provides
links to a (now useless) nominating ballot and assures readers that the
finalists will be announced here as soon as they are known, but they've
been known since April 24 and this revision of the WWW page is dated June
4.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 03:57:04 GMT
From: rbourget@aol.com (RBourget)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Conadian: Local Transportation

Just a little info for those who are curious: I took a taxi from the Fort
Gary Hotel in Winnipeg to the airport at a cost of CAD 12 and was at the
airport 20 minutes later.  It will be fairly easy to split a cab 2-3 ways
when you are at Conadian and come up with a reasonable cost to get to the
hotels and convention center (the Fort Gary being the furthest away from
the airport).

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 02:52:59 GMT
From: leah@smith.chi.il.us (L.A.Z. Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Fan charities auction at ConAdian

ConAdian will be hosting a joint fundraising auction for various fan
charities.  If your favorite charity would like to participate, contact
Dick and Leah Smith at the address below or on GEnie at L.ZELDES.

We are also looking for volunteers to work at the auction.

Leah Smith
leah@smith.chi.il.us

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jun 94 17:10:53 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Disclave report

   Warning: This report does not discuss what some of you have said is the
most/only interesting thing about cons: parties.

   Disclave was a most enjoyable convention.  Last year, some were
displeased with the hotel, while others complained that programming left
out important people.  (The programming chair admitted to never having
heard of Gardner Dozois, and this was loudly seized upon by others who'd
been omitted.  Me, for instance.)
   This year, it was in a nice science-fictional-looking octagonal
building, and programming was run by someone who has heard of Gardner
Dozois.  (Though Dozois did not appear on any programming and may not have
been at the con.)  In any event, this year's list seemed better even to
those who hadn't been added to it.
   Bernadette and I appeared on a panel on "Sex: Complex and Multiplex" in
sf and fandom.  This of course was such a massive ///throbbing/// topic
that we and our fellow panelists (a writer who does both Lesbian and gay
male fiction and someone whose sex life sounds multiplex enough for any
reasonable definition) could cover only a small fraction of it, but we
managed to touch the main bases, including safer sex guidelines; discussion
of sf with alternative sexes, genders, and orientations; and sheepish
admission that one had been inspired by reading *Stranger in a Strange
Land*.
   I was also on a panel on Netzines.  We reached the conclusion that
despite the proliferation of these, there has also been a revival of
old-fashioned printed zines for the sf fan community, with good stuff like
Blat!, Rastus Johnson's Cakewalk, Habakkuk, Stet, and Spent Brass coming
out regularly.  There are also conventions for fanzine fans (many of us had
enjoyed Corflu the previous weekend) and even fannish books.
   One of the latter I would heartily recommend is Teresa Nielsen Hayden's
*Making Book*, just published in trade paperback by NESFA Press.  Teresa
writes delightfully, with graceful style, sparkling wit, and sharp
perception.  She can write fascinatingly about the serial comma, pointing
out that its absence led to the remarkable book dedication, "To my parents,
Ayn Rand and God."
   I imagine that much of this book will be unintelligible to those
unfamiliar with the fannish milieu.  (I sometimes have the same worry about
my own writing.)  Perhaps the only thing one can say is "Too bad for them."
Before I get too smug, I remind myself that there are other subcultures
where people are writing brilliantly, and their work is closed to me.
(I've never been under the delusion that fans were the only slans.)  For
instance, there is a whole zine culture based on the obviously absurd
assumption that good music has been produced in the last 20 years.  I know
that some of those people write well, and I'm sure I would appreciate more
if I understood what they were saying.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jun 94 20:37:08 GMT
From: leah@smith.chi.il.us (L.A.Z. Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DUFFlash: Alan Stewart wins DUFF

                           DUFFlash

  A news flash from the Down Under Fan Fund, a fan-supported fellowship
that since 1972 has helped to send fan representatives between North
America and Australasia in order to encourage closer ties between our
fandoms.
  
                   ALAN STEWART WINS DUFF

  In a closely contested race, Alan Stewart of Melbourne prevailed over
three other candidates to win the right to be the 22nd Down Under Fan Fund
delegate.
  Alan is editor of Thyme, the Australasian newszine, and an active member
of the Melbourne SF Club and the Australia in '99 Worldcon bid. He will
receive DUFF funds toward a trip to North America, including attendance at
Conadian, the 52nd World Science Fiction Convention, Sept. 1-5, in
Winnipeg, Manitoba, and then take up the reins of DUFF administration Down
Under.
  Although Alan was ahead in first-place votes, ballots had to be fully
distributed before a majority could be declared. DUFF uses the preferential
system of balloting to guarantee an automatic runoff and a majority win -
the first-place votes for the lowest ranking candidates are dropped and
those voters' subsequent choices are counted until a majority is reached.
  Alan vied with Ron Clarke, Donna Heenan and the duo of Lucy Sussex and
Julian Warner in this year's contest. In addition, there were first-place
write-in votes for Marc Ortlieb and "The Wild Colonial Boy." Write-ins in
other rankings were: Merv Binns; Blake Edgerton; Terry Frost; Ian Gunn and
Karen Pender-Gunn; David L. Russell; Totoro; and W-E-B.
  A total of 166 fans voted in the 1994 race: 70 in Australasia and 96 in
North America.  Six of those expressed no preference.  Two people preferred
an option to hold over funds.

                      1994 DUFF RESULTS
                      First Place Votes
                         Aus.     N.A.     Total
Alan Stewart              20       38       58
Lucy Sussex &
  Julian Warner           26       18       44
Ron Clarke                14       24       38
Donna Heenan               7        8       15
No Preference              0        6        6
Hold Over Funds            1        1        2
Write-ins:
  Marc Ortlieb             2        0        2
  The Wild Colonial Boy    0        1        1
                         ---------------------
                          70       96      166

                       Distribution
                         1st      2nd     Final
Alan Stewart              58       64       90
Lucy Sussex &
  Julian Warner           44       39       60
Ron Clarke                38       52
Donna Heenan              15
Write-ins                  3
Hold Over Funds            2

              1994 DUFF DELEGATE
Alan Stewart
Internet: Alan=Stewart%Chem_Eng2@PC.unimelb.EDU.au

              DUFF ADMINISTRATORS
NORTH AMERICA:                    AUSTRALASIA:
Dick & Leah Smith                 Phil Ware
Internet: dick@smith.chi.il.us    Internet: plw@mtiame.mtia.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 00:13:42 GMT
From: eliz@ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Fantasy, SF, and Horror CALENDAR 6/9/94

Fantasy, SF, and Horror CALENDAR 6/9/94
 
Please send listing information to me, the compiler: eliz@ai.mit.edu.
Include Who, What, When, Where, and Telephone Number.  Repost this
anywhere, but include this header.  Please, no con listings; con-related
events (happening outside the con, e.g. at a bookstore) are welcome.
Thanks to all contributors! - Elizabeth Willey
 
15 June 1994/ / /Lisa Mason signs at The Book Depot, Mill Valley,
California.  19:00-21:00.
 
15 June 1994/ / /Nancy Holder reads at The Little Bookshop
of Horrors, 10380 Ralston Road, Arvada, Colorado.  19:30.
303-425-1975.
 
17 June 1994/#/#/Ellen Kushner signs/reads at Dark Carnival,
Berkeley, Califronia?  18:00-20:00?  510-845-7757.  (I've only
heard this from a third-hand source and can't get through to DC.
Sorry.)
 
17 June 1994/ / /Rudy Rucker signs at Dark Carnival, Berkeley,
California.  18:00-20:00.  510-845-7757.
 
18 June 1994/ / /Robert Devereaux signs at B. Dalton in Foothills
Fashion Mall, Fort Collins, Colorado.  13:00-15:00.  303-223-7399.
 
18 June 1994/ / /Josepha Sherman and Toni Weisskopf talk
about urban folklore and Sherman signs at Borders Book Shop,
5151 Sunrise Highway, Bohemia, New York.  15:00-16:00. 
516-244-7496.
 
22 June 1994/ / /Lisa Mason signs at Stacey's Books, 581 Market
Street, San Francisco, California, 12:00-13:00.  415-421-4687.
 
23 June 1994/#/#/Ellen Kushner and Delia Sherman read and sign at
Barnes & Noble, Daniel Webster Highway (north of Pheasant Lane Mall),
Nashua, New Hampshire.  19:20.  No phone given.
 
28 June 1994/#/#/Brenda Clough, Ann Crispin, C. S. Friedman,
Charles Sheffield, Paula Volsky, and Lawrence Watt-Evans
discuss current works and answer questions, then sign at
Borders Bookstore, Bailey's Crossroads, Virginia.  19:00. 
Marie Wisenant, 703-998-0404.
 
29 June 1994/ / /Lisa Mason signs at Holmes Book Company, 274 14th
Street, Oakland, California.  17:30-19:30.  510-893-6860.
 
16 July 1994/ / /David Brin signs at Dangerous Visions,
13563 Ventura Boulevard, Sherman Oaks, California.  14:00-17:00. 
818-986-6963.
 
/#/#/=new listing this week, or altered listing

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 08:02:23 GMT
From: k.standlee@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Hugo ballot -- 2 separate pages?

Michael A. Burstein <mab@panix.com> writes:
>I received my PR 6 today and discovered that the Hugo ballot, rather than
>being 2 pages attached to each other as has been previously, is printed on
>two separate unattached pages. Is there an explanation for this
>phenomenon?  If I want to submit a copy rather than the original, am I
>supposed to make two separate pages, or can I create the usual 4 page
>booklet?
 
The explanation is that the PR editor miscalculated where the centerspread
would be, and sent the pages to the printer the way you see it.  (And the
people doing final proofing aren't fanatical about WSFS stuff the way I am
- - I'm in San Jose, California, and can't pop off to Winnipeg to help with
proofing in the same way I helped proof all of ConFrancisco's PRs.)
 
We're very sorry about the production error.  You are certainly welcome to
make a copy of the ballot onto a single 11 x 17 piece of paper and send it
in.
 
I find these comments about the ballot being spread across two signatures
amusing in one way, because on a Worldcon-planning mailing list I belong
to, I suggested that the most efficient way to mail out the ballot was to
include it in a progress report (as the center four pages, not the way we
did it for ConAdian), and was told by several people that "people don't
like to pull pages out of their progress reports - they want to keep them
in mint condition."  That obviously isn't the case for you, or else you
would have made the copy without asking.
 
Do keep in mind that there is nothing holy about the pieces of paper in the
progress report.  Actually, the instructions say that you are free to make
copies and disseminate the ballot fully if you want to do so; that includes
making a copy for yourself to send in.
 
Once again, we apologize for the production error and hope that you will
still cast your Hugo ballot.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin Standlee
ConAdian WSFS Division Chief

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 21:49:36 GMT
From: Graham@drdee.demon.co.uk (Graham Ashley Roeves)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Plot Formulae

Pulp Plot Formulae

I have been looking at some of the plot formulae used by writers of "pulp"
science fiction. Here are two I've quoted from (different books by) Brian
Stableford:

Formula 1:
"...An ordinary man, usually rather alienated from his social environment,
is translocated... into another world, where he is no longer ordinary but
the focal point of tremendous events. The other world is usually similar to
ours in its essentials, but less advanced technologically, exotic in its
barbarity. Magic usually works, but rationalised as strange powers of the
mind. The hero has a vital... destiny to fulfil, but does not understand
what he has to do or how. While totally bewildered, he is shuffled back and
forth amid the apparatus of the plot, harassed by his enemies and aided by
his allies... Eventually, in a climax involving the intuitive manipulation
of awesome forces, the hero comes into his own and wraps up the entire
affair." (- Clash of Symbols, pg.12)

Formula 2:
"...begin by establishing a sympathetic lead character who is faced with an
urgent problem, then show how his (or her) preliminary attempts to cope
with the problem make things worse, before he ultimately contrives by his
own efforts to bring about a solution."  (- The Way to Write S.F., pg.68)

I also remember the mention of an undisclosed formula given to Charles
Platt by Alfred Bester for writing non-fiction. (Dream Makers)

It strikes me that while applying such formulae rigidly is limiting for any
writer of fiction, the basic idea is interesting. Quite a few good novels
have been written around the bones of the two formulae described above.
IMHO: Theme, style and characterisation are often more significant in the
books I have enjoyed reading.

I'd like to hear of any other science fiction plot formulae that people are
aware of, or have deduced for themselves. Good applications of the formula
would be nice, too.

To close, I include the conclusions of The Guardian's "Notes & Queries"
section which tried to identify the 8 plots used by all fiction. These are
more vague than the formulae I am looking for, but for anyone who has ever
wondered what the answer to that cliche might be...

1.   Cinderella        : Unrecognised virtue, at last recognised.
2.   Achilles          : The fatal flaw.
3.   Faust             : The debt that must be paid.
4.   Tristan           : The love triangle. (Rivalry)
5.   Circe             : The spider and the fly.
6.   Romeo and Juliet  : Boy meets girl, boy loses girl...
7.   Orpheus           : The gift taken away.
8.   Harvey            : The hero who cannot be kept down.

Graham Roeves

------------------------------
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		     Television - Babylon 5 (11 msgs)
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Date: 21 May 94 01:53:02 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly!

TKO   rating=5.0

Advice: don't watch this immediately after Signs & Portents.  Wait a while.

Commander, there are spoilers coming through the jumpgate in sector
three...

TKO: a study in contrasts.  Two threads, almost exactly split (if not by
minutes then at least by significance), that couldn't have been more
different.  If we rate on a ten point scale, then what the Ivanova thread
fell short of perfection is made up for by the tiny amount that the TKO
thread contributed, thus my 5.0 score.

The Ivanova thread: thank you again JMS for real people, real events
related to things that have passed.  Ivanova made me cry, and wish I could
get there somehow to comfort her, to hold her, even knowing that I could
offer no comfort.  The scene where she changed her mind is such a hard one
to pull off without it seeming forced; I can think of NO other example
where it actually carried.  Kudos to the director and to Claudia.

The TKO thread: boxing?  In space?  Couldn't they at least have some NEW
sport?  And how on earth - or in space, for that matter, could a BOXER, who
doesn't know how to kick or block kicks, hope to stand up against a martial
artist?  Any martial artist, especially the one he fought, could deflect
any boxer's punch easily.  Even a strikes-oriented one like Karate can do
it.  MAYBE if a big deal had been made about how the unorthodox Earther
approach caught the alien off guard, I could have bought it, but even then,
I wouldn't have cared.  Am I supposed to be PROUD of my race for this, that
the "bravest" of my race is able to bludgeon someone else well?  Nothing
that EA government could do could be as uninspiring of pride.  Normally, I
hope that even the less interesting elements of the stories stay around and
become a part of the universe, affecting the future; but this thread, I
have NO interest in seeing, alive or dead, again.  I simply can't find it
in me to CARE about who is better at beating the other senseless.  Oh,
well, even B5's gotta pay the rent.

Oh, and did the referee have to have an oriental accent?

So, what one thread had, the other lacked.  Do watch this episode -
Ivanova won't be human without it.  But don't expect it to be ALL good.
Finally, a promo that did some good - I wasn't expecting much, so I got
50% more than I expected - one half of a great episode.

JMS: please, next time, if you HAVE to do something like this, let it at
least be a new sport, the rules for which are in some way unique to
anything we do, or even could do, on Earth.  (The obvious angle, 0G, is an
effects problem, I know.  But there must be SOMETHING.)

Frank Perricone
perricone@wsyd.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 May 94 22:41:17 GMT
From: behara@mcmail.cis.mcmaster.ca (Max Behara)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO - Poor Episode (Spoilers)

   Whereas I would characterize the previous episode as a 'Home Run' I
would characterize "TKO" as more of a 'Foul Ball'. The problems with TKO
begin with the inappropriate choice of subplot. It was particularly bad
towards the end where we were taken from shots of Ivanova 'sitting shiva'
to the action in the ring. I burst out laughing at the absurdity of it.
   As far as the plots go by themselves I'd say that the 'boxing' plot was
a bit better than last week's preview had suggested. I found it fairly
exciting and was quite pleased with the result of the match - a draw. I
would have scorned a victory by Walker Smith as absurd and human-biased. He
didn't have the technique to win the Muta Do (sp?). How he managed to turn
it from a battle of technique into a slugging match I'm not sure. But I
could certainly believe he'd be able to do well in a slugging match where
sheer endurance and punching strength was more important.
   Now the Ivanova subplot. Oy vey! :) Well it sure came as a shock that
Ivanova is supposed to be Jewish. The name doesn't suggest it. It almost
seems to have been an unplanned alteration to her character. The reason I
believe that is because I noticed that the sequence where she recalls her
father's last words appears to have been refilmed with a different actor
(not certain) and with a different accent. I recall that in the episode
where her father died he had a Russian accent. In the sequence in this
episode he definitely had a Jewish accent.
   This certainly adds another twist to the ethnic composition of the B5
crew. As a Russian Ivanova made sense in that she represented a fair
portion (250/5000) of Earth's population. But that's thrown right out the
window now that she represents a tiny minority. I'm a bit disappointed.

   Ironic isn't it? Claudia Christian playing Susan Ivanova who turns out
to be a Russian Jew. :) I have no idea whether Ms. Christian is a Christian
or not. It's ironic in any case.

Max Behara

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 00:06:00 GMT
From: sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "TKO" review -- no spoilers

"TKO" - 8.5

   Actually, this was TWO unrelated stories, which I will review
separately.

The "Ivanova" plot: (9.5)

   This was fantastic.  Very moving.  Claudia really gets a chance to ACT
here.  I really like her character much better now.  All Ivanova fans
should be very pleased with this half of the episode.  This part also
contains the best restaurant-scene-with-the-interior-of-B5-in-the-
background.  Watch for it.  It is absolutely breathtaking.

The "Fight" plot: ("Stoopid")

   Remember just how "stoopid" the trailer was?  Now imagine nineteen more
minutes of something equally "stoopid".  This was aweful.  It made
"Infection" look as good as "Signs and Portents".  My recommendation is to
fast-forward through this part.  The episode will seem much better that
way.  What a waste of film!  You should have made a one hour "Ivanova
episode".  JMS, *please* don't subject us to this again!

Mark Andrew Sulkowski

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 00:22:00 GMT
From: sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "TKO" review -- minor SPOILERS

Minor spoilers follow:

"TKO"

   Ivanova plot great.  Fight plot "stoopid", as someone so aptly called
the trailer for the episode.

   I won't belabor the awefulness of the zero I.Q. portion of this episode.
I can't quite bring myself to talk about it.  What WAS Detillio thinking
of?  Or was that really what you had in mind, JMS?  Was it really meant to
come out that way?  Please tell me that you will not make this same mistake
twice.

   Anyway, I though Ivanova reading a book by Ellison was a riot.  Good
"inside" joke.

   Also, I noticed the "ZIMA" ads in the show itself.  I know that ZIMA is
a sponsor.  I was thinking just the other day about how more commercial ads
would spice up the background in the show, but I never expected REAL ads.
It was clever, but I hope it isn't overdone in the future.  I just hope
that ZIMA bought Babylonian Productions a new lighting system or better
toasters or something...

   Claudia did some great acting here.  The impact of it was undercut a bit
by the fight scenes, but it was great nevertheless.  Her character is
really shaping up.  Also, the friendship between Sinclair and Ivanova takes
a tentative step forward.

   The interior-of-B5-scene just after Ivanova storms away from the Rabbi
was stunning.  The colors were PERFECT.  The moving lights and such on the
interior really added to the realism.  WOW!  Keep it up!

Mark Andrew Sulkowski

------------------------------

Date: 22 May 94 19:44:07 GMT
From: gschmidt@noc.tor.hookup.net (Greg Schmidt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO: I wanted to cry

**SPOILER WARNING FOR ALL THOSE UNLUCKY ENOUGH TO NOT HAVE SEEN THIS YET**

I'm not going to say anything about the Ivanova plot, since it was merely
the excellent drama and characterization we've all come to expect.

Rather, I want to talk about the "boxing" plot.  When the fight began, I
thought to myself that here, finally, was a show which would dare to build
up to such a moment, and then have the "hero" lose.  The fight progressed,
and the hero was doing pretty well for himself, but I figured that's ok, it
will just make the defeat a little more palatable for the masses.

** SPOILERS GET WORSE **

And then he started doing better, ala "Rocky", "The Karate Kid", and all
other boxing/martial arts/wrestling/whatever movie or TV show ever made.
And I thought to myself that this is rather disappointing.  I mean, he's up
against the champion, who is used to this type of fighting, and all he's
done is boxing, and it seems (from the earlier parts of the show) that he
hasn't even being training much.

** AND WORSE YET - DON'T READ IF YOU WANT TO BE SURPRISED **

And then comes the ultimate slap in the face, a compromise-to-end-all-
compromises, from the show which I thought was as far above this as Denver
is above sea level.  A tie.

Excuse me?  This is a no-rules match where 5 aliens have DIED and others
have been mutilated, and they call it a freaking TIE?

I thought I'd cry.

Who's doing quality control on these scripts?  How did that slip through?
Nothing that went afterward would have been lessened at all by having him
lose.  In fact, the scene where the aliens honour him (just before he
leaves, where they tell him he fought well) would have been more powerful
if he had lost.

The sole bright spot I saw in the entire half of the show dedicated to this
was the revelation that there are aliens who feel the same way about humans
as the Pro-Earthers do about aliens.

Of course, it was still a better use of film than any episode of Full House
or Blossom ever made, but that's not saying much.

All in all, a 5.5 out of 10.  Hoping for better next week.

Greg Schmidt
gschmidt@hookup.net

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 03:37:33 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "TKO" review -- minor SPOILERS

sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski) writes:
>   Ivanova plot great.  Fight plot "stoopid", as someone so aptly called
>the trailer for the episode.
>
>   I won't belabor the awefulness of the zero I.Q. portion of this
>episode.  I can't quite bring myself to talk about it.  What WAS Detillio
>thinking of?  Or was that really what you had in mind, JMS?  Was it really
>meant to come out that way?  Please tell me that you will not make this
>same mistake twice.

   Again I disagree.  There was nothing wrong with the Mutai plot-line.
Fighting is part of the human experience.  So is butting our noses where
they don't belong or trying to prove our worth.  I liked that we didn't go
in there and kick ass, but that the "best" fighter from Earth managed to go
in there and give it his best and look respectable.  I know all the
pacifists out there will hate it, but if JMS is to be honest as he is want
to do he should be honest about the whole range of human experience.  He
has treated religion with respect and now he has treated martial arts with
equal respect.  Those of you who mock the fighting plot-line should go back
and rethink why it is that you don't like it.  Saying that it's stupid
because you don't like boxing/karate/violence is no more valid than someone
saying that religion is stupid just because they're an atheist.  Thank you
JMS for treating another subject with the respect it deserves.

P.S.: I hate boxing.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 18:56:44 GMT
From: woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO: Babylon 5 - Rocky 4

Just saw the episode. It had a good sort of John Campbell feel to it,
wherein the idea is that humans are superior to any and all other races and
we can kick their butts. I like that.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 20:57:05 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO: Babylon 5 - Rocky 4

woody@pinyon.libre.com (Woody Harper) writes:
> Just saw the episode. It had a good sort of John Campbell feel to it,
> wherein the idea is that humans are superior to any and all other races
> and we can kick their butts. I like that.

HARDLY.  Without any intent to speak ill of Mr. DiTillio, Campbell would
have rejected that one out-of-hand.  With extreme prejudice...
 
And that takes into account that John Campbell *liked* to watch
"professional wrestling" shows on TV occasionally.  (He said they were the
best-scripted, most archetypically dramatic, cartoons being made.)

And the human boxer held out until a DRAW was achieved; he didn't kick
anyone's tail.

------------------------------

Date: 23 May 94 22:40:28 GMT
From: danwood@netcom.com (Dan Wood)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "TKO" review -- no spoilers

sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski) writes:

>The "Ivanova" plot: (9.5)

Got no argument from me there!

>The "Fight" plot: ("Stoopid")

I have to disagree. Yes, it wasn't anything special, it was just your basic
knock-'em-down plot.  But that's OK every so often.  Not every episode has
to be "Mind War, "Sky", "Signs," etc.  JMS has said that this year is about
1/4 heavy-duty episodes, with that percentage growing each year.

I have to say that for what it was portraying, it was quite nicely done.
Compare this to the awkward direction in, Say, "War Prayer" and you'll see
a big difference.  This was just a basic action plot, without any winces.

I like to think of this episode as sort of a male/female ying/yang type
episode.  One half was a "boy" story; one was a "girl" story.  (I think
about the big hoopla that followed the movie _Sleepless in Seattle_ in
distinguishing types of movies).  You can't get much more separate in kinds
of stories, and I think that somehow they managed to intertwine nicely.

Dan Wood
danwood@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 01:04:08 GMT
From: tuff@ellis.uchicago.edu (Geoff Tuffli)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO *SPOILERS*

SPOILERS

This episode was clearly a case of two completely different shows, but,
contrary to what seems to be the popular opinion, I actually thought the
switching back and forth between the two stories worked well. Yes, there
were things that could have been better in the Walker Smith/fighting plot,
and, no question, the Ivanova plot was more intricate, had more continuity,
and was better acted. Nevertheless, I'm overall pleased with the episode.

The things that I saw that could have been better with the Walker Smith
plotline were that I think it would have worked a bit more cleanly if the
alien "master" had not been quite so East Asian/Oriental and that it might
have fit in more cleanly if some mention of this sort of thing happening on
the station had been worked in as a side comment in an earlier episode.

Geoff Tuffli

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 01:14:30 GMT
From: hayden@krypton.mankato.msus.edu (Robert A. Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO:  A Hearty Thumbs Up! (spoilers)

Despite the general low ratings that this newgroup has given to TKO, I have
to say that it is one of the better character episodes we've seen so far,
and I must say that I am so very happy that Joe made it.

I hit on the fight first.  It was a standard 'underdog vs. the reigning
champion' storyline.  We've seen it in everything from Rocky I-XXVI to the
Karate Kid I-XXXII.  That's no problem.  It allowed me (as the viewer) to
concentrate more on the characters and hte underlying story than on the
in-your-face stuff.

It was very nice to see some alien culture, and to see that unlike that
other show, aliens don't necessarily like Terrans stinking our noses in
their business, and it was nice to see at the end that, unlike terrans,
aliens are often willing to accept us as brothers among the stars.

In addition, the fact that the fight tied, was a very nice touch, because
BOTH were worthy opponents and I really didn't want to see either of them
loose.

We also got a good idea of how much Garibaldi knows about the underground.
The only thing missing, I think, was the Sensai calling Garibaldi by name
(after he beat up Walker).  'He is not welcome here, Garibaldi!  No humans
are welcome here!."

Now, on to Ivanova.

Simply BEAUTIFUL!!!!

When Susan's father died, you could see so much pain that she needed to
express, yet she never did.  Finally, she was given the opportunity to do
just that.

I won't comment on the religious aspects of the story, but it was nice to
see that Susan isn't the stone-willed woman she has so long been portrayed
as.  Finally, Susan becomes a person, not just a body.  It makes me love
her all the more.

TKO was a much need episode.  It showed us the human side of the 'net's
sexiest character' and showed us the alien side of the alien sector.

BTW: when the Rabbi was left alone at dinner with Susan stormed out, did
you see the stuff moving in the background?  Thought it was most cool.

Robert A. Hayden
hayden@krypton.mankato.msus.edu
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Date: 24 May 94 22:54:56 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO - the worst episode ever

   The question of what is or isn't SF is one of the most boring and
pointless conversations you can have.  And I tend to ignore people who say,
as you do, "there's nothing sci-fi about the story."  (Partly because the
term sci-fi is abhorrent and I don't like it.)
 
   Babylon 5 is a dramatic series about people who live in a space station
in the year 2258.  It is about their lives, on a daily basis.  And some
things their lives come into contact with are "SF" oriented, and some
things are oriented toward their personal lives.  To some people, unless
it's got hardware and technobabble, it ain't SF.  For me, if it's on a
space station, in the future, with aliens...it's SF.  (And by my lights, SF
stands for speculative fiction...which includes speculation on society,
religion, anthropology, psychology and lots of other areas.)
 
   "A Canticle for Liebowitz" is one of the *classics* of science fiction.
But 99% of it takes place after a nuclear war, and there's NO hardware, no
aliens, no space travel, no nothing.  Ditto for "Alas, Babylon" and
hundreds of other SF stories and novels.
 
   It's as if someone in the 1800s wrote a novel about live in the year
1994, and everything was about putting on jet packs and eating food pills
and talking to my secretary whose name is A7B...and nothing in it about
being married, or having friends over for dinner, or seeing a baseball
game, or having friends pass away.
 
   This is our best attempt at a realistic dramatic series set in the
future, about the way people will live there.  It isn't always going to
match the purely arbitrary notion that you *must* include some bit of
technobabble or hardware to meet someone's definition of SF.  Like the
original Trek, it's an opportunity to address issues and themes that are of
general importance, and to advance the characters and the universe.  To me,
it's important to say that, 250 years from now, we will *all* go into
space, all our cultures will continue, Judaism included.  No other series
has done this.  Maybe you think that's unimportant because someone didn't
reverse the polarity on the tachyon driver.  I happen to think that it's
very important.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 25 May 94 08:53:49 GMT
From: mdunn@unlinfo.unl.edu (Mike Dunn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO - the worse episode ever

   It appears that my inital post was misunderstood. I know that sci-fi is
not about spacebattles or technobabble. If you try to do a series based on
endless space dog-fights, you end up with garbage like Battlestar
Galactica.  My problem with TKO is that there's nothing unique about it,
nor does it address any issue or theme of importance.  One of the writers
of Star Trek once said that they tried to do stories that couldn't be done
on any other series (too bad they didn't take thier own advice during the
last two seasons). The problem I have is that neither of the two plots were
B5 specific (no I don't mean there were no battles), and the fight plot has
been done on so many other series you could do a week long marathon showing
them. As for the other plot, there wasn't really enough of a story to make
it interesting for an entire hour. The second in command (why can't I ever
remember her name?) won't deal with her father's death, then comes to
accept it and her feelings for him. It might work as a minor subplot, but
as one of only two plots, especially with the other one being weak, it just
doesn't make for an interesting episode.
   There've been some great episodes in the past, including ones that don't
have technobabble. I liked the dock workers one, and the one before TKO was
really good (the battle at the end was actually the weak part of the
episode I thought, though still good). There have been other great episodes
all through out the season. But you have to admit that every series has a
loser every now and then, even if it's your own. Lord knows Star Trek:TNG
had enough of them this last season. Even Twin Peaks, my all time favorite
series had some bad episodes. TKO is the obligatory bad episode for B5
(though so far it's the only really bad one I've seen).
   The reason I was really upset about this episode, is that I was going to
use it to show my friends how good B5 is. Most of my friends keep telling
me how bad the series is, or how it's a rip off of DS9, or one of the other
usual critisms you hear about B5. So I invited a bunch of them over to
watch the new episode to prove to them how good the series is, and what do
we get but TKO. The worse part is that even I couldn't defend the episode.

Mike Dunn
mdunn@unlinfo.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 01:30:16 GMT
From: mab@panix.com (Michael A. Burstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: TKO and Judaism

Joe (and everyone else out there),

You know how much I enjoy Babylon 5 (probably because my posts are always
complimentary), but there's a reason for that. You portray things on
television that I enjoy seeing, that I am glad to see, and that no one else
will touch.

I just saw TKO, and would like to thank you for actually broadcasting a
well written and almost completely accurate portrayal of a Jew sitting
shiva. My father died a few years back, and like Ivanova, I myself wasn't
too religious.  But I did go through shiva because it has very important
reasons behind it.  It was wonderful to see Judaism, in fact religion in
general, being portrayed sympathetically, as a force that can heal and
comfort people, when it is applied correctly.

Although I don't consider the episode to be strictly science fiction (and
I've already seen your post about that issue so let's not belabor it), it
was a good story. And well acted. Please tell Claudia Christian (or perhaps
I'll drop her a fan letter) that her catharsis at the end, when she started
to cry and Rabbi Koslov and Sinclair comforted her, was the greatest piece
of acting I've ever seen - and this comes from someone who went through
exactly what Ivanova was going through at the time.

I'm particularly impressed, and glad, that the main force behind all of
B5's religious respect is in fact an atheist. Although at the moment I'd
have to put myself in the sort of agnostic category, I am very strongly a
Jew but, a rational Jew, as opposed to a mystical one. I think your own
beliefs is what allows you to have a less biased picture than any other
producer on television when it comes to religion. Please keep it up. And
please don't let Ivanova's Jewishness just disappear after this episode.
Perhaps in the fall she may decide to observe Yom Kippur and be unable to
go on duty that episode. Or something similar.

Finally, please convey this message to Larry Ditillio as well, who did a
wonderful job writing this episode. I found out last Passover that he's
actually the uncle of two very good friends (Joelll and Rachel Herda) of my
fiancee, so I was fairly confident that he'd get the Jewish stuff right.
I'm glad to see that my faith was well placed.

And to give you one thing to respond to - tell us, who is the Jewish
community on B5? Why are they there? Are they just regular people who work
and live there, or is there a specific group that came to establish a
Jewish presence? (You know that Lubavitcher Hasidim are practically
*everywhere*; I could definitely see a group of them setting up their
'mitzvah tank' on the zocolo...)

Best wishes on a successful second season.

Michael A. Burstein
New York City
mab@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 02:35:47 GMT
From: dzhines@kimbark.uchicago.edu (David Hines)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO (Spoilers)

Spoilers for TKO below. 

First, let me say that the part of the rabbi was beautifully written and
acted. My grandmother is Russian, and an Orthodox Jew, and I *swear* that I
heard her voice speaking the rabbi's lines occasionally. Theodore Bikel did
a great job. I applaud his performance.

As for the rest of the episode...

What the HELL was that? Some of the scenes in the Ivanova story were nice,
but overall this show was a stinker. Bikel did a wonderful job, but he
couldn't salvage this one.

Some of my least favorite aspects of the episode:

The fact that the fight plot appeared to be a rip-off of half of
Jean-Claude Van Damme's early movies ("Bloodsport" and "Kickboxer" come to
mind).

The music. Will someone *please* tell Franke to settle down? The moment
when Ivanova decides to sit shiva was cheesy enough, but the godawful
"dramatic moment" music he threw in there made the scene putrid. And on one
break to commercial, I swear he was experimenting to see how many loud
chords he could fit into seven seconds.

Michael O'Hare. He *can* act; I know, I've seen him do it. He has even done
it rather well on occasion. But his turnout this time was possibly his
worst ever. He seemed to be alternating smirks with grins.

The fellow playing Walker Smith. Is enunciation a lost art? Why didn't
someone tell him to stop mumbling?

The Muta-Do. Somebody get this guy a lozenge.

The name of the fighting tournament. Mu Thai is a Thai fighting style. It's
a particularly hard and brutal form of kickboxing (see the aforementioned
Jean-Claude flick "Kickboxer" for a demonstration). I'd have liked a little
more originality.

Of course, the shot of the Garden at night was the best yet.

An excellent performance and a nice CGI shot aren't nearly enough to
balance out the many flaws in this one.

David Hines
dzhines@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 03:27:25 GMT
From: ghost@wam.umd.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO...*minor* grump

Just saw this episode and while I will still tape it to keep it in my
'Signs & Portents' season tapes, I must say I found it rather uninteresting
except for Susan (kudos to Claudia Christian) Ivanova and the rabbi... the
boxing stuff was ...eeehhh... ok.  I liked the fact that the Earther did
not win and it was instead an honorable draw. (Like the way the 'referee'
says "Walker Smith" 8-))

My ONLY real grump (not enough to be a gripe) was Garibaldi drinking water.
It has been said that his drinking problem that got restarted from
'Survivors' will have lasting effects but, er, I don't see any. It seems as
if nothing happened to him, in that respect IMHO.  Maybe, if he was *shown*
drinking at least during a regular meal or something you know 8-) just to
indicate that he ain't so squeamish (poor choice of words but my brain is
fried -damn Tp6.0 Collection ..)  about having a glass...

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 05:10:57 GMT
From: hazel@netcom.com (Boston-Baden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO: Sexism in Space

TKO: Sexist Portrayals

SPOILERS

My SO has seen one or two whole episodes of B5 before "TKO", and some bits
and pieces of others. She understands that many Babyllers here have been
extolling the virtues of strong B5 women characters; nevertheless, This
Particular Episode has some strong sexist overtones.  (We have come a long
way from June Cleaver... Susan Ivanova is a lt. commander in Earth Force;
but there still are some classic male-female stereotypes featured in this
episode.)

First of all, the A/B storylines dealt with 
 * A stereotypical "male" situation of physical combat
 * A stereotypical "female" situation of emotions

The male situation is
 (1) external, as in physical; 
 (2) public, in that there's an audience (including the tv reporters);
 (3) there were no recognizable women involved in this outward realm; 
 (4) has a permanent effect on the world at large, i.e. humans allowed in
the Mo-Tai to fight as Brothers (not as Equals).  (It may be a sexist alien
society, but the story was written by a member of our society.)
 (5) He's pigheaded, he gets away with it.

The female situation is 
 (1) internal, dealing with emotions and religion;
 (2) private, with only a group of her friends and neighbors, and very few
non-participants would even know anything's going on;
 (3) she is led in her religion and through her conflict with her emotions
by Men, i.e. she can't guide herself in these matters. The rabbi went
behind her back to Sinclair, saying in essence "This is what's best for
you, little girl;"
 (4) it has no lasting effect on the outside world. She goes back to work
with no change to the world as if she'd taken a day or two of sick leave.
 (5) She's pigheaded, she gets "shown the light" and changes her mind.

Point (4) is not an intrinsically *bad* thing - everyone has events that
have lasting effects on society, and private events that only have effects
on themselves.  It's just a stereotypical thing for the Man to do Great
Deeds, and the Woman to be more Spiritual and Emotional.

hazel-chaz@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 05:33:00 GMT
From: arromdee@jyusenkyou.cs.jhu.edu (Ken Arromdee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: TKO and Judaism

I was actually a bit annoyed that the rabbi had an accent.

If the rabbi has an accent a lot stronger than Ivanova, and this was in the
twentieth century, the natural interpretation would be that the episode was
taking place in the USA, that the Rabbi immigrated after growing up
speaking another language, and that Ivanova was either born in the USA or
immigrated at a really early age.

This doesn't work out so well for 2258, unless you either want to suggest
some contrived historical circumstances, or unless you want it to just
_happen_ to be something rare in 2258 which is common in 1994.

Ken Arromdee
arromdee@jyusenkyou.cs.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 05:43:55 GMT
From: kludge@u.washington.edu (Somebody)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO (spoilers... well, maybe not, but what the hell)

Ok, I'll say it.

TKO was a pathetic looser of an episode.  Though not as bad as War Prayer
or Infection.

Spoilers I suppose, for you unspoiled people.

What I want to know is: Where the HELL was Na'Toth????  She would have
wiped the floor with the big dude and Walker "Faster than the post
office...  Really!" Smith in 5 seconds flat, with one hand tied behind her
back, blindfolded, while eating a plate of Spoo.  And she wouldn't spill
any.  If that's the best a those different alien races can come up with, I
see a long and glorious future of undefeated title holders in Earth's
future - someone like say Royce Gracie would not only win in record time,
he'd make them look silly doing it.  Hell, so would Pee Wee Herman, but we
don't need to talk about how...

On a slightly more serious note, the whole idea of the fighting subplot was
just bad.  That's where all the problems began - the fights simply wouldn't
be even remotely fair between species.  Even if you give them the "all are
humanoid" factor, the physical differences would almost certainly be just
too much for fairness.  "What do you mean I can't use my retractable 5 inch
long claws?!?  That's not fair!  Why does he get to use those massive
hulking muscles on an optimal leverage frame of his?!?"

A human will lose bad virtually every time in a fight with a chimpanzee.
Against a gorilla, we have no chance.  You use weapons, or you lose.  End
of story.  Why would all aliens have gone the evolutionary path towards
flexibility and fine control that we did?  Some would (still assuming the
humanoid factor) almost certainly be invincible, hulking brutes.  Some
would have fangs, or claws, or armor (some of those guys had bony ridges on
their heads) or poisonous bites or venom tipped fingers or whatever.  And
what of the NON humanoid races?  What if N'Grath entered?  Who fights with
a breather on?  What if you got a race that is pure carnivore and looks
like... a Kzinti for instance?  Or a velociraptor?  Or worse, a utahraptor?
If a siberian tiger would last 5 seconds against a utahraptor, think how
long Walker "Yugo speed uppercut" Smith would last against something like
one?  :)

Just fairly minor differences in organ placements and muscle attachments
would make it pointless, at least without tremendous amounts of training.
If the alien can laugh off a dozen uppercuts because of its tough head, has
cartilage armor around its midsection, and double jointed knees, is there
really any point in fighting?

Oh, BTW, it looked like there were no women in the tournament.  Why not?
There's no reason at all for humanoid alien females to have the same
size/strength problems humans do.  Besides which, there are a huge number
of women of any size who could have taken Walker "KO'd by the referee"
Smith and his white-blooded pals. :) I suppose finding actors might be a
problem though...

Even if you throw out all the seriously non-humanoid aliens as silly, it's
still a bad idea from a dramatic standpoint.  It was boring and pointless,
and contributed nothing except one line about aliens disliking humans.

OTOH, the Ivanova subplot was fairly good.  It and the lack of amazing
disappearing suits, technobable, and Kirkisms are what keep this episode
above Infection...

The best part of the episode was that there wasn't any David "Hairline"
Carradine in it :) Unfortunately, it wasn't much more than a better than
average Kung Fu episode...

------------------------------
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Date: Thu, 16 Jun 94 08:56:14 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Administrivia - Mail problems (PLEASE READ)

   Long time readers of SF-Lovers Digest are probably aware by now that
this list has been suffering from sporadic mail problems for the last 2-3
years (since the move to the Sun server known as gandalf.rutgers.edu).  The
symptom of this problem, due mainly to the way that the Unix mailer
(sendmail) works, is that issues get "stuck" in the mail queue and do not
get delivered on a regular basis to all subscribers.  A side effect of this
problem is that when the machine is rebooted, or the mailer program is
restarted, everyone on the distribution list at the time the original mail
message entered the queue, receives a copy of that message.  For some on
the distribution list, this means that the individual issues arrives many
weeks late.  For others, this means one or more duplicate copies of issues
already received.

   I made people here at Rutgers University aware of the problem when the
problem first started and have attempted to find some way to resolve this
problem - hopefully by fixing the buggy software (which the university has
source code for) but this has not been done.  Some of you have also
contacted people at Rutgers trying to get this situation resolved to no
avail. 

   Last month, I made one last appeal and received the response below.  I
have stripped out the person's name and email address because I do not want
people contacting this person.  Remember folks, that SF-Lovers Digest
exists here at Rutgers due to the good graces of the University.  If
pushed, the University would be well within its rights to ask that the
Digest be removed from University machines entirely.  Rather than have to
scramble to find a new home for the Digest, or to have to stop it
altogether, I recommend that we simply bear with this problem until such
time as it's resolved.  In the very near future (possibly in January), the
operating system on this machine will be moved from SunOS 4.1.3 to Solaris
2.3 and the problem may simply disappear with the new version of the
mailer.  If not, perhaps at that time, I can ask again for someone to fix
the problem.  

   In any event, I expect this to be the final word on this matter.  For
future reference, this message is being put into the SF-Lovers archives
under the file name MAILER.PROBLEMS and people in the future who ask or
complain about the mail problems will be referred to this file.  I'm really
and truly sorry that the situation has to be handled like this but, it
appears that I have little choice.

   And now, here is the message I received:

      I recommend that you discontinue the sf-lovers digest until
      such time that staff time can be devoted to fixing the
      sendmail problem.  For whatever reasons, sf-lovers is the
      only piece of mail tickling the particular bug.  SF-Lovers
      is not critical enough to the mission of our group or the
      university to warrant the diversion of staff resources to
      fixing the problem at this time.  When weighed against
      other priorities, both present and those which constantly
      rise out of the blue, the likelihood of fixing a bug to
      effectively deal with a service which does not affect in
      any critical way the mission of the university approaches
      zero fairly rapidly.  I am not looking for an argument as
      to whether sf-lovers fits the mission and will accept none.
      I have weighed the merits of sf-lovers vs everything else
      that we're involved with as well as projects that the
      university has impressed upon us as future needs, and have
      come to conclude that this response is the most appropriate
      to give to you at this time.

      Note that I have stated what you can expect from staff at
      this time wrt fixing the bug.  I have only recommended that
      sf-lovers be discontinued since it seems to be providing
      you with so much trouble.  You can elect to continue the
      distribution should you so choose under these provisions...

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 02:59:27 GMT
From: hearn@claris.com (Bob Hearn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Roger MacBride Allen (was Forthcoming Books This Year)

dani@telerama.lm.com writes:
>Roger MacBride Allen:  The Shattered Sphere, Tor, Jul HC
>	Presumably a sequel to "The Ring of Charon", which is being
>	reprinted.  TRoC was excellent reasonably-hard-sf.

Argh!  The last time I saw this list, it said April, not July.
Now I have to wait another month!

I can't understand why you never see any Allen books in most bookstores.  I
have to go to Powell's (which is larger than most libraries) to find any.
TRoC, in particular, is excellent!

For those Allen fans who can't find any, these are his novels that I know
of:

Torch of Honor
Rogue Powers (sequel)
Orphan of Creation
Supernova
Caliban
The Modular Man
Farside Cannon (same universe as Ring of Charon, much earlier)
The Ring of Charon

Are there any others out there that I just haven't found yet?

Bob Hearn
hearn@claris.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 18:16:42 GMT
From: button@illuminati.io.com (Captain Button)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: M.A.R. Barker (was Re: Feist and Daughter of the Empire)

David E Romm (71443.1447@compuserve.com) wrote:
>I've never read the book, but I was there when various gamers spent a fair
>amount of time talking Prof. Barker out of suing.  My argument was,
>'imitation is the sincerest form of flattery'.  Whatever, he didn't sue.
>On the other hand, he stopped writing Tekumel books.  At the minimum,
>Feist owes Barker an acknowledgement that he was paying homage to him.

  Prof. Barker is writing a third Tekumel novel titled something like _Lord
of Tsmara_, a sequel to _The Man of Gold_, but the work has been going
slowly.  It may go faster now that he has retired from teaching.  Us
Tekumeliphiles are waiting for it with all the patience of a Chlen being
peeled by a clumsy Nakome'. :-)

button@io.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jun 94 23:33:29 GMT
From: dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu (David Empey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: OZ Books

A couple years back I read an OZ book, by Baum, that for the first 11
chapters or so was a non-Oz fairy tale, quite interesting, about some kid
who'd had his magic stuff stolen from him by the bad guys, and just as you
were sure he was about to solve his problems, Ozma (or maybe Glinda, I
forget) shows up, having observed his troubles in the Magic Picture, and
fixes everything with a wave of her hand.  A very disappointing deus ex
machina.  I'm morally certain that this book (whose title I can't recall,
drat it!) started out as a non-Oz book, and to meet popular demand, Baum
cut off the original last chapter and added an Oz-ish last chapter, to make
it an Oz story.  To the great detriment of the original story, imho.  I
don't suppose there are any Oz fans out there who can tell me a) what story
I'm remembering b) if I'm right c) if so, has the original last chapter
ever showed up.

Are there?

Dave Empey

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 05:22:55 GMT
From: merritt@provolone.bchem.washington.edu (Ethan A Merritt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: OZ Books

You're probably thinking of _Rinkitink in Oz_ (which is actually a
misleading title because in fact Rinkitink never does get to Oz).  Actually
it's Dorothy who shows up, with a basket of eggs in hand to threaten the
Gnome King with.  But yes, she did see the action in the magic picture and
arrive pretty much after the heroes of the rest of the book had already
finished up 90% of their own battle.

My own current favorite is one I missed out on when I was a kid, and only
found a couple of years ago.  It's from the not-quite-Oz books, which Baum
referred to as the "Borderlands of Oz" series.  This one is called _Sky
Island_, and stars Trot, Cap'n Bill, and Button Bright.  Trot is by far the
show-stealer.  She plays what you might call a strong female lead;
generally tells everyone else what to do, pulls their chestnuts out of the
fire, declares herself queen, wraps up the plot by herself, etc..

Later Baum folded Trot and Cap'n Bill firmly into the canonical Oz series
by bringing them to Oz in _The Scarecrow of Oz_.  But Trot was never the
same afterwards.

Ethan A Merritt
merritt@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 00:15:07 GMT
From: dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu (David Empey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: OZ Books

merritt@provolone.bchem.washington.edu (Ethan A Merritt) writes:
>My own current favorite is one I missed out on when I was a kid, and only
>found a couple of years ago.  It's from the not-quite-Oz books, which Baum
>refered to as the "Borderlands of Oz" series.  This one is called _Sky
>Island_, and stars Trot, Cap'n Bill, and Button Bright.

Oh, yeah, _Sky Island_ was great!  I should try to find a copy to own, the
one I read belonged to a public library and is now 200 miles away from me.

Have you found _Zixi of Ix_ ( or is that _Queen Zixi of Ix_?)?  That's also
pretty good.  Baum's best, according to some.

Thanks for the Rinkitink info.

Dave Empey

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 03:53:26 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: OZ Books

dgempey@cats.ucsc.edu (David Empey) writes:
>Have you found _Zixi of Ix_ ( or is that _Queen Zixi of Ix_?)?  That's
>also pretty good.  Baum's best, according to some.

Out as, I believe, a Dover reprint; ask at Barnes & Noble if there's one
near you (or a catalog for one, or a Dover catalog).

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 18:27:54 GMT
From: curt@quest.mn.org (Curtis Gibson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clarke's Rama series

Dan Bongard <dbongard@icogsci1.ucsd.edu> wrote:
>Boy, do they suck. "Garden of Rama" has the honor of being the ONLY
>science fiction book I have ever failed to finish. Rumor has it that the
>"co-author" did all the actual writing, but Clarke deserves to be
>belabored about the head with a wet tuna for allowing the books to be
>written.

I agree and double agree with Daniel.  RwR is one of the best books I've
ever read.  I could not finish _Rama_II_.  I was sickened by the liberties
the "author" took with the plot and the murder mystery.  It was all so
unbearable I had to stop reading 1/3 of the way through.  And I'm a
hard-headed "I'm.going.to.finish.this.even.if.it's.bad.so.I.can.find.out.-
what.happens.in.the.end" kind of reader.  Read _Rendezvous_with_Rama_ and
enjoy.  Leave the others where you found them.  Just my worthless review of
the Rama books, take it with a pound of salt. 8^) Your mileage may vary.
8^)

Curtis S. Gibson
curt@quest.mn.org

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 07:20:18 GMT
From: lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clarke's Rama series

> Rendezvous with Rama  - A MUST read. One of the classics.

Probably one of Clarke's most boring books.  Right up there with _Prelude
to Space_ (which details the construction of an early atomic rocket).  RwR
is an alien fashion show of sorts.  Clarke parades his aliens around so you
can admire them, but nothing of interest happens.  There's elegance in the
designs, but ultimately the show is pointless and empty.  In this respect
like _The Mote In God's Eye_, except _Mote_ has more plot to it.

Re. Clarke classics, I recommend _The City and the Stars_ (my favorite) and
_Childhood's End_ (which I've never liked but is very important).

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 18:05:46 GMT
From: herve@cfar.umd.edu (Jean-Yves Herve')
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Crowley (was: Forthcoming Books This Year)

zgilbert@titan.ucs.umass.edu (Zvi Gilbert) writes:
>According to an ad in the latest issue of SFEye, Incunabula (a small press
>based in Seattle) is releasing/has released/will release a book called
>_Antiquities: Seven Stories_, by Crowley.  Can anyone confirm or deny
>this?  Anyone know what is in it?

I bought my copy of _Antiquities_ in December last year. Here is a list of
the stories and where they were originally published.

"The Green Child," in _Elsewhere_, T. Windling and M.A. Arnold, eds.,
   Ace Books, 1981.

"Missolonghi 1824," in Asimov's SF, 14(3), March 1990.

"Antiquities," in _Whispers_, S.D. Schiff ed., Doubleday 1977.

"The Reason for the Visit," in _Interfaces_, U.K. Le Guin and V. Kidd,
   eds., Ace Books, 1980.

"Her Bounty to the Dead" (under the title "Where Spirits Gat Them Home"),
   in _Shadows, C.L. Grant, ed., Doubleday, 1987.

"Snow," in Omni, November 1985.

"Exogamy," in _Omni Best SF Three_, E. Datlow, ed., Omni Books, 1993.

Oh, and the ISBN Number is 0-9633637-2-7.

Jean-Yves Herve'
Computer Vision Laboratory
Center for Automation Research
University of Maryland        
College Park, MD 20742-3411   
herve@cfar.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 19:53:13 GMT
From: dani@terrazzo.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Little,Big Comments/Questions (spoilers)

P Nielsen Hayden <pnh@panix.com>:
>>True.  This is a book for people who enjoy wonderful prose.
>
>Tastes can differ, and Crowley's book may not be for everyone, but even
>granting that fact, I think it's silly to characterize it as merely an
>exercise in <glyph of finger pointing down throat> "wonderful prose."

I didn't mean to suggest that the excellent use of the language was not
coupled with very strong plotting and a very interesting story.  (When did
"wonderful prose" ever acquire that connotation?)  It is, however, the case
that the book contains little in the way of 'excitement', in the sense the
original poster seems to have intended.  (Yeah, I think he was looking for
car crashes, or the equivalent.)

I'll allow that I may have been guilty of faint (or, at least,
insufficient) praise, but wonderful prose isn't something we see often
enough to merit pointing a glyph down your throat.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
dani@telerama.lm.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 01:55:12 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What happened to Brian Daley

Jim Lahue (jlahue@vnet.ibm.com) wrote:
>Brian Daley ...  Anyone know what he is doing now-a-days?

Ellen Key Harris may pop up with more details, but Daley's been writing as
Jack McKinney with James Luceno.  Robotech novels, and the Black Hole
Detective Agency 4 novel series.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 02:50:41 GMT
From: eskridge@access1.digex.net (C/D Eskridge)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What happened to Brian Daley

Daley also wrote the Radio Play version of Star Wars which should be
released some time soon as a book.  He did an interview on a local radio
show last year when they started to replay Star Wars.  He mentioned that he
wanted to get back to the Floyt books eventualy.

Curt

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 01:05:19 GMT
From: dani@terrazzo.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tom Holt: Ye Gods!

Jason Derry is a Hero in the classical style.  The son of Jupiter by a
mortal woman, he slays monsters as a matter of course.  (It can be a real
nuisance when your son keeps coming home from school with dead tigers or
dragons - particularly if you're running out of room in the back yard to
bury them.)  If he's not remarkably bright, well, he's never needed to be.

The need begins to arise when he encounters Prometheus, chained to a chain
of mountains.  (Don't believe the myth about Hercules having freed him.)
Prometheus is not being punished for bringing fire, except incidentally, so
much for having given humanity the ability to not take the Gods seriously.
Since then the Gods hang out on the sun, playing complicated games and
getting bored.  Prometheus reckons that they (particularly Jupiter, who is
a few planets short of a solar system these days) are a danger to our
world, and has come up with a plan to take care of them.  If the plan
fails, the world will be destroyed, but this is a chance Prometheus is
willing to take.

As with most of Holt's novels, the best thing about "Ye Gods!" is the
premise.  The book never quite lives up to it, though it's often witty and
often cute.  Holt, as is his wont, gets as much mileage as he can from the
humor implicit in placing classical myths in a modern setting, though this
is far from his only source of gags.  Unfortunately, the three-hundred
pages of gags don't seem to add up to one interesting story.  Even compared
to his other books, this one is somewhat tedious.  If you haven't read Tom
Holt's books before, this isn't the best place to start.

   "Right," he said briskly, "this may hurt a little."

    Nobody knows exactly why doctors say that.  It can't 
   be to set the patient at his ease, becasue anybody
   above the age of three knows from bitter experience
   that the words are the invariable prologue to agony...

Author:     Holt, Tom
Title:      Ye Gods!
Publisher:  Orbit
Date:       1993
Comments:   L4.99 ($6.99 CDN)
Pages:      296 pp.
Order Info: 1-85723-080-9

Dani Zweig
dani@telerama.lm.com
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Donaldson (4 msgs) & Hambly & Hughes &
                      Martin (3 msgs) & McCrumb & Pierce &
                      Pratchett (5 msgs) & Simak (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 18:16:39 GMT
From: alex@blake.wadham.ox.ac.uk (Alex Piggott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Opinions on Stephen Donaldson's latest series

Fernando Teixeira (fernando@lehman.com) wrote:
>I'm trying to decide whether or not to read the latest Stephen Donaldson
>series.  I can't recall the name of the series, but one of the books is
>"The Real Story".  I have read the "Thomas Covenant" and "Mordant Need's"
>series, and liked them both.  Any opinions would be appreciated.

I'm up to the third book of the "Gap" series, but it seems to have come to
an abrupt end (in that the new book hasn't been written yet :-) ) I thought
that the series as a whole has been excellent (it is conceptually based on
Wagner's Ring Tetrology, of which I am also a great fan).

Does anyone know when the next book is coming out??  I'm getting rather
bored waititng, especially as the last one was *published* in '92.

Alex Piggott
Wadham College
Oxford
alex.piggott@wadham.ox.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 12:35:51 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Opinions on Stephen Donaldson's latest series

Alex Piggott (alex@blake.wadham.ox.ac.uk) wrote:
>Does anyone know when the next book is coming out??  I'm getting rather
>bored waititng, especially as the last one was *published* in '92.

Someone on the net has had the proof copy of Book 4 (The Gap into Madness:
Chaos and Order), but that's in the US. The schedule went to pot some time
ago, so when the UK publishers (HarperCollins) will produce it I don't know
- - I keep meaning to write to them and find out - but they're not on the net
so writing to them is a chore :-(. The title of the fifth book is (I think)
to be The Gap into Ruin: This Day All Gods Die

(Which I think is a brilliant title.)

It's been an irritatingly long wait for books 4 and 5, but I'd rather wait
and have him write them properly than have him rush them out.  According to
the proof-reader (whose name I can't remember and whose e-mail I can't be
bothered looking up), book 4 lives up to expectations.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 00:46:37 GMT
From: jimstark@delphi.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Opinions on Stephen Donaldson's latest series

A Adams <csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk> writes:
>Someone on the net has had the proof copy of Book 4
 
 I am the person who had the proof copy of _Gap Into Madness_ and I think
that this is the best book of the series IMHO.  Donaldson has added some
new characters and he continues to mix up the plot.  I agree with another
poster who said that she/he would rather that Donaldson take another two
years to write the next book if it means it will be of the same quality as
the other books. (That was a great sentence wasn't it?)  I hope the other
Donaldson fans enjoy _GIM_ as much as I have.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 18:43:52 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Opinions on Stephen Donaldson's latest series

We still have to wait for one more book. Unlike others, SRDonaldson knows
how long a series is going to be when he starts writing it.  (sequel
trilogies aside :-)). So, book five will be the last one in this story.
From what he has said I doubt he'll be writing a sequel to the series, but
will move on to other things - maybe something a little lighter in tone.
We should be getting a new collection of short stories soon too - he's had
about 5 published in various places recently and he thinks eight per
collection is about right.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 06:07:38 GMT
From: temujin@u.washington.edu (John Carrico)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly: _Stranger at the Wedding_

Jamie J. Ferguson <kkv@inel.gov> wrote:
>I agree that Stranger at the Wedding was an excellent book.  I have yet to
>read a book by Barbara Hambly that I didn't consider good.
 
I'm very fond of Barbara Hambly, and I agree that everything she writes is
good, but "Stranger at the Wedding" stands out for me as one of the few
recent books she's written which seemed to have a predominantly
light-hearted tone. Some of her more recent stuff has been a little...
depressing, at times. I still buy everything she puts out, though.;-)

John

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 14:02:01 GMT
From: dhogan@aol.com (DHogan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What happened to Robert Don Hughes?

Robert Don Hughes is back in the U.S. and is with a university in the
south.  He is working on the third Wizard and Dragon book, but it is moving
VERY slowly - the last I heard about it was two years ago or so. So we're
all waiting to see what happens...

Deborah from Del Rey

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 21:12:55 GMT
From: karlpov@access.digex.net (Charles R.L. Power)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Help With "Tuf Voyaging"... (please!)

jong@wonderware.com (Jonathan Gwynne) writes:
>A few years ago I read what has to be the best single piece of SF I think
>I have ever come into contact with.  A book called "Tuf Voyaging" by
>George R.R. Martin.  It is apparently a collection of short stories and
>novellae which fit cohesively together into a quasi-novel.  To judge by
>the stories, there are at least one and probably more "chapters" missing
>and I have heard others refer to them as being published separately.
>
>Does anyone know where I can find these missing gems?  I would be
>eternally grateful if you could help me.  Please reply either here or by
>e-mail.  Thanks!

George R.R. Martin is fairly conscientious about collecting his short
fiction.  I've never seen any Tuf stories which are absent from TUF
VOYAGING.  I must say that I disagree with your recommendation of the book.
I thought the best story was basically a retread of Harry Harrison's
DEATHWORLD.  I say this as rather a fan of Martin; I have, to the best of
my knowledge, all his books, and have indexed his fiction as best I can.
(I rather wish he wrote more nowadays; I'd happily see the Wild Cards books
killed or at least put on hiatus in favor of some non-series fiction from
his pen.)

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 23:20:39 GMT
From: tool@mcs.com (Daniel Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Help With "Tuf Voyaging"...  (please!)

At least one story, "A Beast for Norn," was published in one of the last
issues of Galaxy.  It was edited fairly heavily for book publication,
although I think Martin just added material (rather than deleting or
changing anything).  I never compared the two versions lien by line,
though.  

Dan Blum
tool@genesis.mcs.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 15:21:47 GMT
From: nsm1@informatik.uni-marburg.de (Naveed Moeed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Help With "Tuf Voyaging"...  (please!)

At the end of the book (anthology) he hinted at a possible sequel... I have
been waiting seven years, any clues?

Naveed

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 02:28:49 GMT
From: godwin@umich.edu (Bryan A Case)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sharon McCrumb

I have read BIMBOES OF THE DEATH SUN and feel compelled to take the
author's side in this very one-sided debate.  I have been to many cons,
both in the midwest and on the east coast.  On the whole she hits so many
targets so accurately that I could only applaud and wish for more.  The
majority of fans are not very literate, not very experienced, prone to
clique-forming, hostile to outsiders, and intent on conformity within
fandom (or condom).  There is a minority of fans characterized by learning,
intelligence, wit, openness, and a sense of having been in the world beyond
hotel rooms; I repeat and maintain that this is a minority.  I found fandom
attractive when I was 10; it seems to be the same crowd and to have the
same appeal now.  I read sf voraciously; most of my friends read sf; I
remain convinced of the great potential of the *genre*.  But fandom as it
settles around cons is stagnant and well worth the wrath of a lone writer
like McCrumb.  I admit that she doesn't present the pro-con (if I may coin
an absurd neologism) side very well, but she doesn't have to.  She writes a
polemic, rather than a discussion, which is formally acceptable; her novel
exists in the context of intensely self-congratulatory texts (fanzines,
etc.) - justification by context.  I have met versions of every character
attacked in BIMBOES far too many times to disagree.  Again, there are
exceptions, whom I like and even adore but, McCrumb lambastes the rule.
   I feel as though I should apologize for going on at such length on this
already oft-treaded topic - but it is one about which I feel strongly, and
one side of a debate that has been underrepresented.

Bryan A. Case
Bryan.Case@um.cc.umich.edu
godwin@umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 13:18:56 GMT
From: jay@qabalah.cac.psu.edu (D. Jay Newman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ambermere and J. Calvin Pierce

I am wondering if J. Calvin Pierce is going to be putting out any more
books in the Ambermere series?

I found that it seemed that he somewhat changed direction after the first
book (_Doorway to Ambermere_ was mainly a comedy, but the others seemed
much more serious).  I also find myself liking the series more and more as
it goes on.

The third book sort of ends, but there are a bunch of loose threads that I
would be interested in seeing tied up.

If a fourth book is coming out, it should be out around now sometime, if it
follows the pattern of the other books.

D. Jay Newman
dn5@psu.edu  
jay@qabalah.cac.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 22:32:27 GMT
From: mla1290@ggr.co.uk (Mike Arnautov)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

The Discworld series is IMO excellent, even though the first book (_The
Colour of Magic_) was fairly weak. However, it _really_ catches fire in
_Guards! Guards!_ where Pratchett ceases to be merely entertaining, gets
angry and (I suspect somewhat to his own surprise) discovers that he has a
message to deliver. (The sequence introducing the reader to the Secret
Society also happens to be one of the funniest in the whole series, second
only to whole chunks of _Pyramids_, which used to be my favourite until
_Witches Abroad_ came along.) All subsequent books can be also seen to have
a deeper level - most obviously in _Reaper Man_.  That is something Adams
never even dreamed of and it makes Pratchett a damn sight better writer.

All nonsense about him having a silly voice, BTW. 

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 23:03:35 GMT
From: petersen@helios.physics.utoronto.ca (Thomas Petersen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett: Lords and Ladies

dani@terrazzo.lm.com wrote:
>I found Pratchett's new Discworld novel, "Lords and Ladies", mildly
>disappointing.  I'm not sure whether it's weaker than its predecessors or
>whether it's just not sufficiently fresh to overcome the fifteenth-sequel
>syndrome.

For the record I agree with Dani, but your mileage may vary widely.  On
alt.fan.pratchett opinions are divided as to whether this is Pratchett's
best or worst book so far, and many are of the former opinion. On the whole
you are probably best advised to get this one from the library rather than
paying for it.

Thomas

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 16:48:42 GMT
From: dmph@sys.uea.ac.uk (Dominic Hagyard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

As a slight aside, am I correct in tracing the origins of the Discworld
series through "Strata" back to Larry Niven's "Ringworld"?

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 18:57:23 GMT
From: melchar@west.darkside.com (Melchar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett: Lords and Ladies

> I think the problem is that Pratchett's style evolved to tell funny
> stories with a definite point, and :Lords and Ladies: is not a funny
> story, and it doesn't have a definite point, which is hardly surprising
> in a book that talks about change and death and choices - it's really
> hard to be definite about intangibles.
>  
> While I agree that the style is offputting, given the content, I liked
> it.  It's not the *best* of the Discworld novels, perhaps, but I think it
> is far from the worst.

   Actually, my favorite Pratchett books are the ones with an 'edge' (like
'Lords and Ladies' ... or 'Mort').  Funny is good, but funny with a deeper
meaning is better, IMHO.  I really liked the use of traditional elves in
this book & not the cutesy suckers that elves have been turned into in
modern fantasy.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 19:59:29 GMT
From: alien@acheron.wanganui.gen.nz (Ross Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett: Lords and Ladies

dani@terrazzo.lm.com writes:
>I found Pratchett's new Discworld novel, "Lords and Ladies", mildly
>disappointing.  I'm not sure whether it's weaker than its predecessors or
>whether it's just not sufficiently fresh to overcome the fifteenth-sequel
>syndrome.

One minor correction, Dani: it's not his "new Discworld novel", there have
been two others since (_Men at Arms_ and _Soul Music_).

Ross Smith
Wanganui, New Zealand
alien@acheron.wanganui.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 04:52:10 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Simak, _City_

I've been reading Simak on and off since Dani Zweig's belated review caused
me to find a copy of _Way Station_ and read it.

As I should have realized, starting with the best, every Simak novel I've
read since then has been something of a disappointment.  (The novellas,
otoh - "The Big Front Yard" and "Grotto of the Dancing Deer", were not,
which perhaps I should take as some sort of cue.)  _The Cosmic Engineers_
was very, uh, dated.  _The Goblin Reservation_ was unremittingly silly.

I finally bought a copy of _City_ about a week ago, however, and read it
today.  I had already read the second story, "The Huddling Place", and
while I will allow that it is well-executed, it had no resonance for me.
The same struck me for the rest of the novel/collection of stories, only
perhaps more so (with the exception of the story of Kent Fowler becoming a
Loper).

I found it a frustrating read, in fact.  At every turn, I felt I was being
asked to feel the angst of being in Paradise, the existential horror of
Heaven on Earth, the terror of transcendance.  Something.  It was like
reading a version of Vinge's Singularity, where the people left behind
decide it was all rather horrid, and wish they could somehow have prevented
it.

I cannot say it's a bad book.  The characters are sharply and concisely
drawn, the dialogue plausible, and a small grin of humor, a certain
perspective imbues all of the stories.  But I didn't really enjoy it,
partly out of disagreement, and partly out of wishing that some of the
philosophical implications of Juwainian philosophy had been more adequately
explored.  (While I'm inclined to agree with Joe that that particular
extreme version of empathy is a desirable thing, more so than telepathy,
perhaps, I do not believe it would have the effects implied by the novel.
For one thing, it really doesn't preclude killing.  For another, it isn't
at all obvious what reciprocated empathy in this form leads to.  It is far
from clear to me that understanding the thought or state, or whatever lies
behind a certain point of view necessarily leads to agreement with the
thought or state, affection for the thinker, decreases willingness to act
in opposition to the thinker, etc. ad infinitum, ad nauseum.  Juwainian
philosophy ought to cut down on conflict which has its basis in
misunderstanding, confusion, prejudice, bias, and so forth.  It isn't going
to have any significant impact on two people who hold opposed ideals and
who understand each other and each other's ideals.)

I was surprised at how small a role women played in this novel.  Sara, and
the operator of the Jovian transformation station.  That was _it_.  Suggest
something about the Doggish culture which preserved the tales?  ;-)

It's worth a read, though, and good - just not my style.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 06:05:40 GMT
From: kaegrennan@delphi.com (Karen Grennan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Simak, _City_

Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley writes about Clifford Simak's *CITY* that:
>I was surprised at how small a role women played in this novel.  Sara, and
>the operator of the Jovian transformation station.  That was _it_.
>Suggest something about the Doggish culture which preserved the tales?
>;-)
 
I'm not sure why this should surprise you considering that it was written
during a time period when most writers and readers of science fiction were
men.  While there may have been a few exceptions to this type of gender
bias it was all too common.  I began reading science fiction in the early
60's, and was the only girl I knew of who was doing so.  The rest of them
thought I was a little strange I guess, but that's the way it was then.
 
As to your analysis of *CITY*, I can neither agree or disagree since it has
been almost 30 years since I read it - can't really remember a thing about
it but the dogs. I have a fond place in my heart for it though, because it
was one of the very first science fiction books that I ever read (the first
was something by one of those exceptions - Andre Norton) and I absolutely
loved it.  However, I was only in the 7th grade at the time, and maybe I
wouldn't think it was so hot today!  I don't know.  Suppose I should read
it again and see, but there are so many books and so little time!

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	Books - Kim Stanley Robinson (2 msgs) & Simmons (2 msgs) &
                Steele & Swanwick & Tolstoy (2 msgs) & Wilhelm &
                The Gripping Hand & Danny's Excellent Adventure &
                Copyright Infringement Case & Requests (2 msgs) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 03:42:13 GMT
From: mjmillar@tartarus.uwa.edu.au (James Millar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kim Stanley Robinson

sehrmann@llnc.linknet.COM (Stephen Ehrmann) writes:
>As someone said, I can't believe we read the same books. I found both
>volumes fascinating and, except for the first hundred pages of Red Mars,
>not overly long.  

You think that was good, try 'Escape from Kathmandu' by KSR, much better,
and a really good read. Look for the Yeti with the baseball cap (Yankees).

James

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 10:41:07 GMT
From: hunt@flotsm.ozy.dec.com (Peter Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Red Mars_, and Earth's Moon.

   I just finished _Red Mars_ by Kim Stanley Robinson. All in all, a very
impressive book. I don't know enough about Mars, geology or biology to have
been put off by any scientific errors (or over-speculations). I did find
the book a little too drawn-out, and thought the plot meandered a bit too
much. But the last third of the book made up for it. In all, worthy of a
Hugo nomination, but I don't think I would have awarded it a prize, unless
it was a slow year ...

   But onto my question. In the book, KSR mentions in passing that the moon
was created as the result of a massive collision early in Earth's
formation. I had thought that the accepted view (or perhaps the MAJORITY
view) was that the moon was formed independently from Earth, as Earth's
companion in what is effectively a binary planetary system. Is this so, or
has the view more recently shifted to the collision theory?

   To my high-school physics mind, if the moon WERE created as the result
of a collision, wouldn't its orbit be more elliptical?

Peter Hunt
Networks and Comms (Aust)
Digital Equipment Corp.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 22:55:20 GMT
From: lehmer@sybase.com (James Lehmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Simmons

OK, I was holding off, but I can't any longer...The thing I liked about the
separate tales in _Hyperion_ is that they also were written in differing
styles...It has been a while since I have read the pair, but I distinctly
remember the femaile detective's character starting off her story with
something along the lines of "He walked into my office, and he was
beautiful (if you were going to film it, you would have to switch to a film
noir style at this point). I thought it was one of the best features of the
books - it truly felt like you were garnering a (demi-)god's eye view of
the events, as seen by the different characters...

James Lehmer
lehmer@sybase.com
lehmer@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 00:40:51 GMT
From: Mark_Dadgar@wma.com (Mark Dadgar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

ZCK@brownvm.brown.edu wrote:
> How is "Hyperion" so much like the "Canterbury Tales"?  Each of Chaucer's
> tales is very short (perhaps 10 pages), and they are in verse, and they
> are very different from each other.  Plus Chaucer wrote many more tales.
[edit]
> Even the pilgrimage is different.  The Canterbury people are random,
> having just decided that now is a good time to make a pilgrimage, hence
> the randomness of their tales.  The Hyperion people are all chosen or
> driven to make their pilgrimage.  Their tales are about the woes that
> lead them to

Don't make the mistake of thinking that there are no unifying themes in the
Canterbury Tales.  They are fairly deeply buried, but they are there.
There's also a definite progression of themes, but Chaucer died before
completing the work.

Please don't ask for more specifics.  It's been 4 years since I took the
class (10 weeks worth of The Canterbury Tales - *great* stuff), and I can
only remember the most basic ideas (unfortunately - time to read it again).
Rest assured, though, that the underlying basis for the work is definitely
there.  It's *not* just a collection of short stories.

> ... diversions the Canterbury people choose.  All the Hyperion tales are
> rather dark and sorrowful.  Not to mention that "Hyperion" degenerates
> into just one story in book 2, when the pilgrims reach their destination,
> and are then just chased about by the shrike and whatnot.

Hmmm ... maybe.  I got more out of _The Hyperion Cantos_ than that.

What I think people often gloss over in reference to Dan Simmons is that
he's one of the best *writers* I've ever come across.  He has such firm
grasp of the art of creating prose - it's beautiful stuff.  It's also
something that is sadly lacking in SF, where all too often the prose itself
takes a back seat to the neat-techie-story (I won't name any names here ...
:) ).  During my period re-reads of _The Hyperion Cantos_, I often find
myself re-reading certain passages over and over, just savoring how well
the words have been put together.

Do I sound like an English major yet?  :) 

Mark Dadgar
mdadgar@wma.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 10:02:45 GMT
From: wk02947@worldlink.com (Richard Embs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Query on Alan Steele

I am looking for info on Alan Steele: facts, opinions, bibliographies,
juicy gossip, anything of interest. I am writing the program book for
Context VII, a con devoted to the written word, to be held here in
Columbus, OH in October. Alan is one of our GoH's.

Alan, if you yourself read this, I'd appreciate anything you could send.

Info can be sent to me personally at wk02947@worldlink.com or posted here
for the benefit of all the good fans who read this newsgroup.  Thanks.

Dick Embs 

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 21:55:13 GMT
From: gadeken@chocolate.cns.udel.edu (Christian Gadeken)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Swanwick

I described _Iron Dragon's Daughter_ to my mother as:
"A Charles Dickens novel written by J. D. Salinger and set in 1994 Faerie."

The ending was a little limp, though.

Christian Gadeken

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 02:04:38 GMT
From: Troyce@bio.tamu.edu (Troyce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Nicholas Tolstoy??

LCHIU@MECHANICAL.watstar.uwaterloo.ca (Phillip Chiu) wrote:
> I was just wondering if anyone out there read that book about the
> Arthurian Legend by Nicholas Tolstoy. I got it on my bookshelf but I
> haven't read it yet but I remember that it was suppose to a series or
> something but that book has been published since 1991, so where is the
> second one? Is the book any good?

Ah, you must mean his novel about Merlin.  I tried to read it, really, I
did, but just couldn't get into it.  Which is surprising, since I'm a major
fan of the Arthurian Legends, and studied it extensively in my college days
as a history major.  Unfortunately, I found Tolstoy's writing very tedious,
verbose, and dry.  He was obviously trying to capture the literary style of
ancient bardic tales, which is fine as an intellectual and literary
exercise, but not fine if one is trying to write a popular novel.  I
finally sold my hardback edition and just kept the paperback for reference
purposes.  I have yet to see any sequel come out.  I don't know if this is
because he is very slow to write, or there is little interest in one
because of the first novel.  I know nothing about its sales figures.

Troyce

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 00:23:55 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Nicholas Tolstoy??

Tolstoy got into trouble a few years ago. He wrote a book about 1945 in
Europe and accused a few British officers of wrongdoing (a fairly
complicated story re: forced repatriation of some Russian Cossaks by the
Allies). Some of the officers were still alive and did not like his version
a single bit. They thought the book libelous. Tolstoy lost the case and was
fined. I don't remember the exact figure but I think it was about one
million pounds. He filed for bankrupcy and I guess it did not help his
writing.

I understand his wife's estate/property are not covered by the fine and so
they are not exactly starving. But I suspect that whatever money he could
make writing books would have to be handed over to the courts to pay the
fine - which can be a powerful disincentive ;)

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 04:50:48 GMT
From: jdawley@moose.uvm.edu (Janice E. Dawley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: K. Wilhelm: recommendations?

Pam V.K. <VONKROP@INDY.NAVY.MIL> wrote:
>I just read a wonderfully touching short story called "Naming the Flowers"
>by Kate Wilhelm.  I was wondering what else she has written that is this
>good.

A couple of years ago I bought a nice trade paperback edition of her
collection of novellas entitled "Children of the Wind." It's very good,
blending a creeping feeling of horror with great beauty of description and
atmosphere. I've also read "Huysman's Pets" and "Fault Lines" (a non-
SF/fantasy book) and enjoyed both of them, but they didn't match the
vividness of "Children..."

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 19:15:04 GMT
From: aaron@amisk.cs.ualberta.ca (Aaron V. Humphrey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prograde Reviews--Larry Niven & Jerry Pournelle:The Gripping Hand

Larry Niven & Jerry Pournelle: The Gripping Hand

A Prograde Review by Aaron V. Humphrey

I never really understood the entire furor about _The Mote In God's Eye_.
I read the book, it was okay, but I didn't like it as much as _Footfall_.
It wasn't until a couple of years ago that I found out how much so many
other people liked it.

So I wasn't terribly disappointed by _The Gripping Hand_, since I didn't
feel that it had that much to live up to.

It doesn't have the whole thrill of the first-contact story in _Mote_,
true.  And it takes a long time to get to the Motie segments anyway.  But I
liked the character development of Horace Bury and Kevin Renner, among
others.  The only characters I remembered from _Mote_ were ones I didn't
like, like Sally Blaine...  I remembered a fair few more from this one.

I think one of the "problems" is that the Motie problem left over from the
last book was something that needed to be tied up, but by itself it wasn't
meaty enough for an entire book, without some "padding" that would
concentrate on other matters - in this case, Horace Bury trying to convince
anyone else that the Moties are still a threat.

I read it without being affected by the hype that surrounded it...and I
found it quite readable.  If you're expecting the next SF classic, this
wasn't it, but _every_ book can't be a classic...

Author:     Niven, Larry
Author:     Pournelle, Jerry
Title:      The Gripping Hand
Publisher:  Pocket
City:       New York
Date:       1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-671-79574-0
Pages:      412 pp
Series:     Mote
Volume:     Book 2
Comments:   Paperback, USD5.99, CAD7.50

[P.S. In case anyone's confused about 'Retrograde' vs. 'Prograde' reviews,
what they mean is simply that the latter are more recent, and the former
are for 'older' books; the arbitrary dividing line I'm using at the moment
is 1990.]

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 22:27:00 GMT
From: weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu (Matthew P Wiener)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Danny's Excellent Adventure

There's a new anthology out, ALIEN *PREGNANT* BY ELVIS, a collection of 36
original science fiction stories that try to outgonzo the tabloids.  All in
all, it's a failure - these authors couldn't even take dictation for THE
WEEKLY WORLD NEWS.  A few gems stand out.

One I especially liked was "Danny's Excellent Adventure".  It provides the
best explanation for our former veep.  You see, he was actually a time
traveller from the far future, sent to observe from a high but harmless
position, but unfortunately, badly briefed.

For example, Mars was terraformed where Danny came from.  Spelling had been
regularized, with a few more terminal e's.  Pretty dumb as a story, but as
a DQ joke, it's a must read.

Matthew P Wiener
weemba@sagi.wistar.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 May 94 17:51:28 GMT
From: jsnyder@td2cad.intel.com (Sallijan Snyder)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Did Doubleday screw up again?

This could almost go in the "SF that scared the *SHIT* out of you?"
thread.  For writers, copyright infringement certainly fits in that
category.  I beg your indulgence while I emerge from lurkdom and post a bit
of unpleasant news.

We thought this was finished two years ago when FACE IN THE SNOW was
published, thus fulfilling the settlement agreement between Ron Montana and
Doubleday Books.

The offending item:

   DEATH IN THE SPIRIT HOUSE
   author on cover: Craig Strete
   1988 hardcover from Bantam/Foundation

The book was the subject of a copyright infringement action that began when
we saw a review in LOCUS in May, 1988.  Final settlement took 'til 1991
(with publication of Ron's original version in early 1992).  In a nutshell,
the publisher screwed up by not verifying Strete's claim that he had
Montana's permission to revise and use his original work.  Now, Ron has
cause to believe that Doubleday has breached one of the terms of the
settlement.

Item #6 of the "Modification of Settlement Agreement and Mutual Release"
dated March, 1991, reads in part:

   "...Doubleday shall not print, distribute or otherwise
   exploit 'Death in the Spirit House', nor shall it permit,
   authorize or instruct any other person or entity to
   print, distribute or otherwise exploit that work."

Imagine Ron's surprise and disgust when Dave Smeds called yesterday to
inform him that remaindered copies of DitS were on sale at Barnes & Noble.

I bought a copy for $3.98 at a local B&Ns and talked to the manager on duty
to enquire into the distribution process.  The ISBN number belongs to B&N's
New York distribution arm, but we couldn't learn where THEY got it until
New York opened for business on Friday.  The manager was understandably
concerned that B&N not do anything illegal or unethical; I told him I'd
have to check the exact wording of the settlement agreement and let him
know if there was definitely a problem.

Ron is following up with both B&N and his attorney ("Hey Steven, how much
will it cost me to give Doubleday another ulcer?").  :-)

BTW, Ron heard that Beth Meacham has already mentioned this on Genie, but
we don't have Genie access so hope Patrick N.H. or someone will let her
know we're on top of this out here in California.

This is mainly a FYI on what can happen in the publishing industry, but I
sure would like to see anyone's speculation on how this could have happened
if Doubleday didn't do it on purpose.  It's rather like "Return of the
Living Dead"--you know, "Just when you thought it was safe to go back in
the bookstore..."

(I am a close personal and professional associate of Mr. Montana, and have
been familiar with this book in both its original screenplay and novel
forms since 1981.)

Sallijan Snyder
Santa Clara, California
jsnyder@td2cad.intel.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 14:39:27 GMT
From: rossk@bcars7d6bnr.ca (Ross Kouhi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Time "Travel" stuff - suggestions?

I have had an itch to read a certain type of time travel book for a while,
so have been reading everything remotely related for a while.  I really
enjoy that genre of SF.  The angle I enjoy is the one where the 'setting'
of the book is modern day life - just like we are living now but, with the
twist of time shifting or some related phenomena.

I have read a big stack of stuff over the years, and sometimes I don't
really want to read everything set in the space pods of 'Globulon 4'.
Similarly, I have had enough of books that include the line "and in the
balance sits nothing less than the survival of all mankind".  The save the
universe thing has been a bit overdone for me.

I just Read "Schrodinger's Cats" by Freddy Pohl - I liked it, even though
it did involve saving the Universe from the ravages of parallel scientists
and their governments hopping through portals to parallel time streams.

But the sort of book I really enjoyed, or so I recall, is something like
"Dying Inside" by Bob Silverberg. This is the one where the protagonist is
losing his ability to read minds and experiences emotions akin to one
losing another sense like that of smell or sight.

Well, If anyone can suggest a good timescape type book involving ordinary
everyday life please do so!

Thanks!

Ross

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 21:22:58 GMT
From: jacob@plasma2.ssl.berkeley.edu (Fungi from Berkeley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Planetfall" Novels

I'm looking for novels about first exploration and colonization of
interstellar planets (that is, outside of our system). So far, I've only
been able to come up with _Jem_ by Pohl, and _Ringworld_ by Niven, the
former being exactly what I'm looking for and the latter not really
interesting me since it's not a planet.

Thanks.

jacob@sunspot.ssl.berkeley.edu 

------------------------------
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Date: 26 May 94 06:00:47 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: TKO and Judaism

   Thanks.  I guess what helps, in terms of all this religious stuff in a
series run by an atheist, is that I've read most stuff from nearly all of
the major and second-rank religions, and generally respect them all, for
what they are: an attempt to understand the universe, and our role in it.
 So I can treat them pretty much even-handedly.  Have even read the Bible,
cover to cover, *twice*.  (Job was a lot of fun, great reading; anyone who
can make it through Numbers and Deuteronomy has my undying respect.)
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 06:55:15 GMT
From: cain@netcom.com (Timothy Cain)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO: Sexism in Space

hazel@netcom.com (Boston-Baden) writes:
>TKO: Sexist Portrayals
>
>SPOILERS
>
>My SO has seen one or two whole episodes of B5 before "TKO", and some bits
>and pieces of others. She understands that many Babyllers here have been
>extolling the virtues of strong B5 women characters; nevertheless, This
>Particular Episode has some strong sexist overtones.  (We have come a long
>way from June Cleaver... Susan Ivanova is a lt. commander in Earth Force;
>but there still are some classic male-female stereotypes featured in this
>episode.)

*sigh*

I think this is clearly an example of finding sexism BECAUSE you are
looking for it. Let's turn the stories around and have Ivanova doing the
fight. If Ivanova had acted so pig-headed, there would have been cries of
stereotyping women in control as "bitches". And not allowing her to join in
the Mutai would have been seen as sexism. And don't even start me on the
whole violence-against-women debate the episode would have invoked.

Continuing this idea of reversing the stories, I can easily see people
complaining about the expansion of the male character's backgrounds if
Garibaldi and friend had done the exploration of self story. This story
really fleshed out the characters, while the fight story didn't add one
whit of background to any of the characters (except add an old buddy to the
list of old buddies showing up at B5).

I won't address your list of points, except this one

>The male situation is
> (3) there were no recognizable women involved in this outward realm; 

No. Wrong. There's a gorgeous blonde human female standing near the Mutai
Master. She can be seen quite clearly when he steps down to announce the
match as a draw.

Timothy Cain
cain@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 07:13:33 GMT
From: benn1@server.uwindsor.ca (John Benn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO - the worse episode ever

mdunn@unlinfo.unl.edu (Mike Dunn) writes:
>By saying "sci-fi", I wasn't talking about future tech stuff or big space
>battles like Star Wars. My complaint is that there's nothing distinct
>about the episode that sets it specifically to B5.

   Then you didn't get the point of the episode I'm afraid.  The episode
clearly alluded to the fact that humans were meddlers.  That humans were
stubborn and arrogant.  That we often consider our own customs and beliefs
to be more valid than any other.  The show had a lot to say about humanity.
Not something easily accomplished when there isn't anything else (aliens)
to compare ourselves to.  This show isn't about solving unexplained
phenomena every week or about intergalactic incidents every week, it's
about how humans adapt to this ever changing intergalactic environment.
Will we be content to sit on our laurels and let others take control of the
universe?  Will we stand by and allow our fate to be dictated by the whims
of other more powerful ancient races? NO! Are we stubborn?  Are we
determined even against mounting opposition?  YES!  We deserve to fight in
the Mutai.  We've earned the right.

"That is as our poet Lord Tennison once said: To strive, to seek, to find
 and not to yield." 

"To be the best, you have to face the best."

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 07:24:21 GMT
From: hal9001@panix.com (Robert A. Rosenberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO: Ivanova's Reading Matter

For a great in-gag watch the scene where Ivanova is in her room reading
(just before the Rabbi gets there). She is getting a laugh from the book
she is reading. Notice who the author of the book is <g>.

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 11:45:58 GMT
From: snolan@selma.hq.af.mil (Scott D Nolan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: What's This?!?! Plugs in B5 (TKO)

What's This?!?! Plugs in B5 (TKO).  I have missed a few shows in a row (I
will catch up via time-shifted VCR watching as I can).  Have there been
plugs in all the recent episodes?

My wife and enjoyed a hearty laugh while watching TKO last night.  It was a
great show as usual, but we burst into laughter when Garibaldi and Smith
were in the bar, and the back of the booth they we in lite up with a
blatent ad for a certain well known clear malt...

Tried to call some friends who were sure to be watching, but their phone
was busy (what were you doing Dave & Mark, reading this newsgroup while
watching the show?).

Scott Nolan
snolan@selma.hq.af.mil

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 12:22:00 GMT
From: shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com (Jim Shupe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO Fair Episode (*SPOILERS LIKELY*)

The following discusses the two plot lines involved in the episode TKO as
well as some of the criticism they have received.

Ivanova plot line:
Every character needs development, especially when you know as little about
them as we do (did) about Susan.  We knew Susan's family was mostly dead,
we knew her father died while they were talking, we knew she was a very
private person.  Heck, I believe I learned it when she was talking to her
father, we even knew that she was a Russian Jew.  Oh, before I go on, for
those of you who only watch B5 and read newsgroups instead of keeping up
on the world, YES there are Russian Jews, and no, they haven't been treated
real well there in Russia.

I found this character development telling, it really told me more about
the character than anything before.  The only thing surprising was that
Garibaldi (yeah, so what he was involved in the other plot) wasn't invited
to sit Shiva... I was getting the impression that the two were becoming
fairly good friends... In fact, I thought they were better friends than
Ivanova and Sinclair.

Anyhow, this story line was excellent character development, I'd give it a
B+/A-.

Garibaldi/Smith plot line:
I know many of you have had problems with this story line... just goes to
prove how little some know about honor and about Martial Arts.  Not that I
think most boxers ... ahh never mind.  The point of the plot line revolved
around Smith's desire to prove himself to himself, and as a result return
to what he loved, boxing.  The telling line in the episode was Smith to
Garibaldi, "... he'll show me my heart, and hopefull I'll show him
something as well." (well maybe that's a paraphrase ;) ).  This is what
this portion of the show was about... about a man whose life was stolen by
the powers that be in his profession and he had to find a way to get not
only that back, but to prove to himself that he was worthy of getting it
back.  When Smith enters the story he is very negative, and highly angry,
when he leaves he has new friends and has some greater degree of
peacefulness and serenity, BECAUSE he has re-found, through fair and
honourable conflict, his center....

Ahhh, maybe western philosophy doesn't allow an understanding of this,
especially Christian and Scientific philosophies.

I'd give this plot a C+/B- because I felt the actual fight scenes should
have been done much better... one doesn't expect the champion of many
worlds to be so much like a street brawler.

BTW: JMS: Was this plot at all inspired by the UFC series?

So the whole episode a solid B/7.5/8

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 15:26:03 GMT
From: rjb@u.washington.edu (LeGrand Cinq-Mars)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO: Sexism in Space

The two story threads were reflections of each other, tied together
ironically by the remark about the best fighter at the end.

Sinclair and R. Kozlov were Ivanova's "seconds".

Garibaldi was Smith's Sinclair.  

Think about the two threads as commenting on each other.

LeGrand

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 16:25:25 GMT
From: Ianm@gnu.ai.mit.edu (Wraithe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO Fair Episode (*SPOILERS LIKELY*)

JT_WayaGola_Shupe@Vnet.ibm.com writes:
>Garibaldi/Smith plot line:
>I know many of you have had problems with this story line... just goes to
>prove how little some know about honor and about Martial Arts.  Not that I
>think most boxers ... ahh never mind.  The point of the plot line revolved
>around Smith's desire to prove himself to himself, and as a result return
>to what he loved, boxing.  The telling line in the episode was Smith to
>Garibaldi, "... he'll show me my heart, and hopefull I'll show him
>something as well." (well maybe that's a paraphrase ;) ).  This is what
>this portion of the show was about... about a man whose life was stolen by
>the powers that be in his profession and he had to find a way to get not
>only that back, but to prove to himself that he was worthy of getting it
>back.  When Smith enters the story he is very negative, and highly angry,
>when he leaves he has new friends and has some greater degree of
>peacefulness and serenity, BECAUSE he has re-found, through fair and
>honourable conflict, his center....

   *nod* I liked that "turnaround" myself. At some point, Walker seemed to
realize he wasn't walking into "just another prize-fight". I'll note that I
agree with the Boxer half-comment, but some people have thaat "mentality"
no matter what form they practice. As I said earlier, I, in fact LIKED the
fact that he wasn't a "Martial Artist", even though it reminded me FAR too
much of the "Rocky" movies. :) A Boxer, ESPECIALLY a professional has some
definite strengths. Might have been more fun if he was a Pro wrestler. :)
(hmm, Hulk Hogan on B5? *laugh*)

>Ahhh, maybe western philosophy doesn't allow an understanding of this,
>especially Christian and Scientific philosophies.

   Oh, they do, you just have to look for it. "Western" philosophy
definitely allows for it, though Christian doesn't.

>I'd give this plot a C+/B- because I felt the actual fight scenes should
>have been done much better... one doesn't expect the champion of many
>worlds to be so much like a street brawler.

   The different between a street brawler and a "champion of many worlds"
is mostly a matter of skill. That may be that particular fighters "style".
   I will have to say that it would have been nice to have more, but it
just wasn't a large enough chucnk of plot to deserve it, IMO. Maybe another
episode? :)

Ian Aelfstan Mallory
Ianm@gnu.ai.mit.edu
Wraithe@ace.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 17:03:28 GMT
From: beckfdp@hamlet.network.com (D. Pat Beckfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO - the worse episode ever

I haven't yet seen all of TKO - only the last 20 minutes, and most of that
was with my back to the TV (dishes don't wash themselves everywhere).  I
have to say that it was an artistic show in an SF environment.  The portion
I saw was an impressive juxtapostion of shiva, remembering a "man of
peace", and an almost-bare knuckle knock-down-drag-out fight.  Violence and
peace, immediacy and rememberance, mated in a dramatic way.  Some may not
have thought it was SF (I do), but it was ART.

D. Patrick Beckfield
Network Systems Corporation
7600 Boone Ave North
Minneapolis, MN  55428
pat.beckfield@network.com

------------------------------

From: chu@dev3.bear.com (Arnold Chu)
Newsgroups: rec.arts.sf.tv.babylon5
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO - the worse episode ever
Date: 26 May 94 19:30:41 GMT
Sender: news@bear.com
X-Newsreader: TIN [version 1.2 PL1]

Mike Dunn (mdunn@unlinfo.unl.edu) wrote:
>It appears that my inital post was misunderstood. I know that sci-fi is
>not about spacebattles or technobabble. If you try to do a series based on
>endless space dog-fights, you end up with garbage like Battlestar
>Galactica. My problem with TKO is that there's nothing unique about it,
>nor does it address any issue or theme of importance.

I'd have to say I agree with Mike on this one.  The subplot with Ivanova is
quite good and I was delighted to see Judaism survive into the 24th
century.  Her acting was fairly good until the end.  It was hard to believe
that she could get over her pent up emotions so quickly.  Also, some
dialogue did not seem too realistic.  ( Too conceptual in talking about
one's feelings. ) But the overall effect and development of Ivanova is
good.

The big problem is in the Smith subplot.  It did treat the martial arts
generally respectfully and it avoided the major pitfall from the Rocky,
Kickboxer type of plots.  Nevertheless, it stills treats the culture around
the martial arts as EXOTIC, FORMAL and XENOPHOBIC.  None of the 'snakehead'
characters appears as more than cardboards as compared to Ivanova's uncle
who is also a supporting character.  TO THAT EXTENT, it is still formulaic
and uninteresting.  Unless Smith or the 'snakehead' people returns later,
this also does not advance the universe of B5.

If you would show the continuity of cultures and arrange a fight sequence,
One might have the Earth challenger be a native Thai boxer ( probably the
most ferocious fighter in the ring today ).  Through a misunderstanding of
rules, he accidentally critically wounds the alien fighter.  The results
triggers a mini-riot with many people being hurt.  As a result of all this,
the challenger converts to Buddhism and swears off fighting.  (This is not
a plot suggestion, just a what might have been more interesting.  I post
this after considering that you'll probably do this type of plot again.
Just in case, this entire msg is hereby released into the pulic domain.)

If there are 2 subplots and neither can carry the story as the main theme.
the total effect can still be enhanced if one plot subtly comments or
contrast with the other.  I cannot see that in this episode unfortunately.

Here's to more and better stories!

A. Chu

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 21:11:16 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu (Paul Heroy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO *SPOILERS*

>This episode was clearly a case of two completely different shows,
 
Actually, I don't think it's that clear at all. I thought the thematic
similarity between the two - as opposed to the external characteristics -
was fairly clear. In both plots we see characters undergoing struggles to
deal with personal setbacks; in one the struggle is embraced, and in the
other the struggle is avoided. But both had to do with *who* each was, in
his and her heart. They both had to face and overcome struggles that went
very deep into their repective identities. (I don't think I'm doing a very
good job of explaining the thematic similarities here - it's the end of the
work day and I can't remember much of what I noticed last night.)  Anyway,
both had knockdown fights, it's just that one was external and physical and
the other was internal and emotional - but *both* were also spiritual (to
refute a charge being made in another thread about only the female
protagnist having a 'spiritual' component to her struggle).
 
Actually, I enjoyed this much more than I had expected to, based on the
teaser from "Signs and Portents", and the subject heading here of "TKO:
worst episode ever". It wasn't *that* abysmal, though some elements annoyed
me. The *most* annoying thing to me was the music. ARRRGGGG! The soundtrack
was bad bad bad. Some very nice moments were nearly ruined for me by the
overdone, melodramatic music. We don't need to be bonked on the head by the
music. (Admittedly I'm a music nut and probably notice this more than other
viewers.)
 
The plot with Ivanova was, as many others have noted, *most* impressive. I
am not a particularly religious person, at least in the formal church-going
sense (and often lean towards atheism), but I really do get sick of seeing
religion portrayed as fanatical and completely irrational. This was done
really well, and I was very glad to see that. It was much more meaningful
because of this. When Ivanova broke down and cried in front of her friends
while sitting shiva, I did too. (Damn, I wanted to hug her :-)
 
There were a couple of moments where I thought Claudia Christian's acting
wasn't quite up to par, though on the whole she was excellent. This was not
one of O'Hare's better episodes, however. One scene that I thought felt
totally wrong and mis-timed was at the end when Sinclair says he's glad to
have Ivanova back and not have to pull any more double shifts, and she
responds by saying that maybe he'll remember that the next time Sakai comes
back through.
 
Overall, not one of the most startlingly amazing episodes, but in quiet
ways it was actually quite good.
 
Paul Heroy
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 26 May 94 14:15:21 GMT
From: akagan@mason1.gmu.edu (Arielle F Kagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO minor error?

I only saw a _left_ earring on Ivanova for the whole show.  I could have
sworn she's had two in previous episodes.  Do you think this was a simple
oversight, or was it supposed to suggest her distraction over her father's
death (and whether or not to sit shiva)?

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 21:14:31 GMT
From: laz@leland.stanford.edu (Laz Marhenke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO *SPOILERS*

As for the fighting plot, I thought it was particularly silly that the
combatants were wearing human-style gis (belts included).  This even with
all the racism against humans; you'd think they'd be a bit more defensive
of their own cultural traditions.  It seemed pretty clear that the person
responsible for the choice of costumes thought, "Martial arts.  Karate.
Asia.  Pajamas and belts!"

Ivanova's plotline was better.  More compelling, and interconnected with
the rest of the story.

Best of all, the dialog between the characters was well-written throughout
(something of a rarity on this show, unfortunately).  Even in the fighting
plot.

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 23:29:01 GMT
From: bron@bronze.mti.sgi.com (Bron Campbell Nelson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO: The Rabbi

Was the Rabbi the same guy who played Worf's father?  Or am I seeing
things?

Bron Campbell Nelson
bron@sgi.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 23:54:19 GMT
From: monsourc@appmath.uchicago.edu (Christopher Monsour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The bout in TKO

I have a black & white television, so I'm curious: What was the colour of
the blood of that alien that Smith fought?  (Or did the alien even
bleed? - it was really difficult for me to tell.)

Christopher J. Monsour

------------------------------

Date: 26 May 94 23:58:52 GMT
From: lkilroy@sapphire.amd.com (Lisa Kilroy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ivanova's Father

As noted earlier the actor who played Ivanova's father also played Worf's
father on Star Trek: The Next Generation.

When he was talking to Commander Sinclair I kept expecting him to say how
he had studied all the blue prints. ;) (Just like he did numerous times in
the episode "Family").

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 00:38:23 GMT
From: kkaricke@delphi.com (Kymberlee Ricke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO Fair Episode (*SPOILERS LIKELY*)

Jim Shupe <shupe@crazyhorse.rchland.ibm.com> writes:
>I found this character development telling, it really told me more about
>the character than anything before.  The only thing surprising was that
>Garibaldi (yeah, so what he was involved in the other plot) wasn't invited
>to sit Shiva... I was getting the impression that the two were becoming
>fairly good friends... In fact, I thought they were better friends than
>Ivanova and Sinclair.
 
That really suprised me too.  Especially considering Garibaldi was watching
the transmission when Ivanova was talking to her father as he died.  At
least he KNEW her father was dead.  I think a lot more could have been done
with that relationship.
 
Kymberlee

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 00:48:36 GMT
From: dbongard@icogsci1.ucsd.edu (Dan Bongard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO

As if I even needed to mention it, this contains SPOILERS:

This was a pathetic episode... I have to say I'm disappointed.  Especially
since it followed Signs and Portents, which is by far the best of the
episodes thus far.

A few points:

(1) The alien races were WAY too oriental... even down to the judge's
accent and the champion's samurai topknot. Not to mention the outfits and
fighting styles.

(2) Am I the only person who though "hmm... Rocky IV" while watching the
final fight sequence? Especially the crowd chanting the champion's name and
then switching to "Smith, Smith, Smith, Smith...".

(3) This is not to mention the fact that the plot was basically that of
"Bloodsport".

(4) Aig! Can't anyone in the B5 universe be JUSTLY accused? What,
Garibaldi's friend was framed, too? Let's count the list of the unjustly
accused thus far: Smith, Garibaldi, Sinclair, the P-2176812 guy from Mind
War, etc..

*sigh*
I like this show, I really do. But damn, what lame plot ideas it has
sometimes. Maybe it should be a three-year show with less fluff.  So far,
for every "And the Sky Full of Stars" and "Signs and Portents" episode,
there's an "Infection" or "TKO" to cancel it out.

Anyway, on to the Ivanova part of the show:

This was fairly well done. There were, however, a few notable problems:

(1) The rabbi wore a 20th century suit. This seems unlikely to me (at least
one that looks as 80's/90's as that suit does). Look even a few dozen years
back and the suits looked different. Still, this is only a minor quibble.

(2) I take it he was a Reform rabbi. The Orthodox ones I know would never
eat food they didn't know was Kosher. :) Again, a very minor quibble.

(3) I wish the story had been handled differently. To wit, I wish that
Ivanova had, in the end, refused to sit shiva (sp?) for her father. It
would have been much more touching, I think, than what actually happened.
It would have raised a lot more sympathy, for me, at least. Ivanova's
feelings about her father deserved more, and longer, air-play than 15
minutes of "TKO." If I had my druthers, I'd prefer her to have missed this
opportunity to "patch things up".  That way, perhaps at some later time it
could be brought up again.

My Ivanova objections are more "preferences" than actually problems with
the episode. But I did find myself wishing, as Susan stood at the departure
gate, for her to NOT do the predictable thing.

All in all, I have to give this episode a 3 on a scale of 1 to 10.  At
least the fight was reasonably well choreographed. By the lameness of the
"A" plot made me too cynical to enjoy the "B" plot.

Daniel Bongard
dbongard@ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 01:09:40 GMT
From: wes5@kimbark.uchicago.edu (Diane Westerfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO: Sexism in Space

What about Na'Toth?  Jeez, she's been kicking the crap out of lots of
people - I bet she could cream that human boxer.  How could you forget the
way she laid into Deathwalker (another strong, nonsexy woman) with a
wrench??

There you have a strong-willed woman, completely covered up in alien
make-up, beating people up (G'Kar, the Narn assassin, and Deathwalker),
doing shady things for her employer (stealing the Centauri statue), and
answers the question "What do you believe in?" with "Myself."

Also, I think you forgot that Ivanova has been leading the new Delta wing
lately (the ones that came with the President when he visited in "By Any
Means Necessary).  These are new, improved Starfuries.  Ivanova gets to fly
off in one and fight raiders while Garibaldi sits at home with the crummy
old Alpha wing.  Doesn't sound sexist to me!

What about Delenn?  Or Dr. Hernandez?  Or Ladira?  Or Deathwalker?  Or the
Minbari poet?  Or the union leader?

Diane Westerfield
wes5@quads.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 01:17:52 GMT
From: dzhines@kimbark.uchicago.edu (David Hines)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The bout in TKO

monsourc@appmath.uchicago.edu (Christopher Monsour) writes:
>I have a black & white television, so I'm curious: What was the colour of
>the blood of that alien that Smith fought?  (Or did the alien even
>bleed? - it was really difficult for me to tell.)

It bled white.

David Hines
dzhines@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 01:32:57 GMT
From: mab@panix.com (Michael A. Burstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO

dbongard@icogsci1.ucsd.edu (Dan Bongard) writes:
>Anyway, on to the Ivanova part of the show:
>
>This was fairly well done. There were, however, a few notable problems:
>
>(1) The rabbi wore a 20th century suit. This seems unlikely to me (at
>least one that looks as 80's/90's as that suit does). Look even a few
>dozen years back and the suits looked different. Still, this is only a
>minor quibble.

Minor, yes. I actually found it normal that he wore a 20th century suit.
After all (insert Yiddish accent here), what should a rabbi wear, nu?
Seriously, though, I didn't find it too implausible. Consider the Hasidim,
who dress the way they did in the 18th century still today.

>(2) I take it he was a Reform rabbi. The Orthodox ones I know would never
>eat food they didn't know was Kosher. :) Again, a very minor quibble.

By the fact that he wore a kipah all the time, I got the impression that he
was Orthodox, or at least some similar offshoot. A lot can happen to
Judaism in 200 years - I mean, just look at the Reform movement, and all
the changes it went through from 1885 (the Cleveland platform) to 1915 (the
Pittsburgh platform). If you really want to know about these changes, I'll
gladly tell you, but the important point is that in 1885 they got rid of a
lot and in 1915 they restored a lot of what they had eliminated.

I personally thought it was a nice bit of Talmudic reasoning - "well, it's
not mentioned in the Torah..." but I do think Koslov might have asked
Ivanova if it was shellfish first. (By the way, what was the name of the
fish? Did she call it trill? Makes me wonder if it changes hosts...)

>(3) I wish the story had been handled differently. To wit, I wish that
>Ivanova had, in the end, refused to sit shiva (sp?) for her father. It
>would have been much more touching, I think, than what actually happened.
>It would have raised a lot more sympathy, for me, at least. Ivanova's
>feelings about her father deserved more, and longer, air-play than 15
>minutes of "TKO." If I had my druthers, I'd prefer her to have missed this
>opportunity to "patch things up".  That way, perhaps at some later time it
>could be brought up again.
>
>My Ivanova objections are more "preferences" than actually problems with
>the episode. But I did find myself wishing, as Susan stood at the
>departure gate, for her to NOT do the predictable thing.

Personal preference indeed. I liked how it turned out, but de gustubus non
est disputandum, as the lady said when she kissed the cow. Part of the
reason I'm glad she did sit shiva, though, was because it gave them a
chance to portray a religious ritual *sympathetically*. The only other
shiva I can recall on American TV recently was on "Frasier," and it was
merely a backdrop to Frasier contemplating his own mortality. This one was
a lot better.

Shalom. :-)

Michael A. Burstein
New York City
mab@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 02:12:34 GMT
From: jzitt@ssnet.com (Joseph Zitt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: TKO and Judaism

Some personal notes on seeing TKO:

I saw it when I got home from where my mother and her sisters are currently
sitting shiva for my grandfather.  The episode really got to me,

I'm pretty well-educated, Jewishwise, and tend to immediately look for bugs
when Judaism is portrayed on TV - and there almost always are some, either
in terms of errors or cliches.  In TKO: None. Nada. Effess. You got it
right.

Sure, there were some points that raised my eyebrows, but they all worked.
I went into reflexive bug-spotting mode when the Rabbi started talking with
an accent, then realized that he, of course, was Russian, and would have an
accent.  (So why were he and Ivanova speaking English, and, if it was
presumed to be translated for the viewers from the Russian that they'd
probably speak among themselves, why didn't he drop the accent? Because
explaining that to viewers would be more jarring than the way it was done,
I guess.)

I also sprang a Gotcha when Ivanova said that she'd wouldn't read the
prayer for the dead in Hebrew, since I knew the Kaddish is in Aramaic, not
Hebrew but, then she did the El Moley Rachamim.  Right again.

I would question whether the Rabbi would actually eat trill at the B5
restaurant... and whether people eating trill was a dig at DS9.

I also liked the men and women being together when praying while sitting
shiva.  That isn't universal yet, though I hope it soon will be: we raised
some eyebrows at my grandfather's funeral by having a female Rabbi and both
male and female pallbearers.

Thanks, again, for getting it right (though I know Harlan woulda kicked yer
butts if you didn't B-]).

Joseph Zitt
Wilmington, DE
jzitt@ssnet.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 04:29:04 GMT
From: laz@leland.stanford.edu (Laz Marhenke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO [SPOILERS]

SPOILERS follow:
Dan Bongard <dbongard@icogsci1.ucsd.edu> wrote:
>(1) The rabbi wore a 20th century suit. This seems unlikely to me (at
>least one that looks as 80's/90's as that suit does). Look even a few
>dozen years back and the suits looked different. Still, this is only a
>minor quibble.

   I think it's a problem too, maybe more than you do.  Almost all the
humans on the show wear clothes, hairstyles, makeup, etc. which would look
perfectly normal on a city street in 1994.  (About the only exception I can
think of is the sportscaster from TKO.)  In twenty years this is going to
look just as silly and dated as miniskirts and beehive hairdos on The Old
Series.

Laz

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 06:26:30 GMT
From: jblum@eng.umd.edu (Jonathan Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: what could have saved TKO...

Just a couple of brief questions, O Great Maker, about some of the
reasoning that went into the scripting of TKO.  Like a bunch of people
here, I wasn't exactly overwhelmed with the story, but I've tried to think
about the reasons why.

Was there a particular reason why, in an episode which you always spoke
about as an Ivonova episode, she was only featured in half the episode?  If
you're going to have an "action" plot and a "character development" plot,
I'm sure you know it can be a lot more effective to have the two play off
of each other, and tighten the screws on each other.  For example,
"Survivors", where Garibaldi's struggle with the bottle was inextricably
linked with the action-based plot of the sabotage attempt.  If the
sitting-shiva plot had been linked into a crisis-on-the-station plot
featuring Ivanova, it could actually have enhanced the drama.  If there had
been some other force pulling on Ivanova, pulling her towards staying on
duty and ignoring sitting shiva, it could have added another dimension to
her inner conflict.  I just think Claudia Christian deserved a whole
episode to herself, especially considering how well she pulled off most of
TKO.)

My other question was why you felt the alien-combat story was one which had
to be told in B5.  I was disappointed in this plot - not because it wasn't
SF, but because it wasn't anything new.  (For the record, I don't think
setting a story in the future makes it SF any more than setting it in 1947
Los Angeles makes it film noir.  What makes SF interesting to me is new
insights, new perspectives, and I didn't see anything new like that in the
prizefight plot.)  With just a little rewriting on the dialogue, you could
have had a Jean-Claude Van Damme movie, or with a little more work you
could have turned it into one of those godawful lambada movies.  (Just
substitute the Forbidden Dance for the Forbidden Sport, and hey presto.
:-) It's the same basic conflict as has been told dozens of times before,
and I was wondering what you thought made it worth retelling on B5.

You'll notice that I'm not bashing either storyline for not strictly being
SF.  I have no problem with good strong stories which focus on matters
other than speculation... they just have to be well-written.  And in this
case, IMHO one definitely was and the other definitely wasn't.  And I'm
only criticizing because, for once, I have an idea how things could be done
better.  If Larry had given Ivanova the whole episode, with one part of the
plot showing her as a fighter at work and the other half showing her
fighting with herself, it could have been much more effective.

(PS: one other thought in my mind - who was responsible for the "Oriental"
inflections put on the combat plot?  I kind of felt sorry for poor
Soon-Teck Oh, having to deal once again with the same stereotypes.  If the
story had used a more original cultural background, even if they'd imitated
an unexpected Earth culture, it might have made the combat seem more
original.  I think the modern-Earth parallels should be saved for when
they're really effective - and the shiva plot was an example of an
effective one.  If, say, to satisfy the "SF" junkies, you'd rewritten that
plot to feature Delenn, and turned shiva into some funky Minbari ritual, it
would have cut the guts out of the story...  and the shiva story is one I
was glad was told.)

Jon Blum

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 10:55:11 GMT
From: am848@yfn.ysu.edu (Ann M. Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: More humans on B5?

Actually, TKO showed how drab B5 can be without G'kar, Londo or Delenn.  I
say, tell the network ok, and then pair the humans up with one of the
aliens (Garibaldi and G'kar cruise for babes?)

Ann M. Williams
Circulation Supervisor
Saint Joseph College
Connecticut
am848@yfn.ysu.edu
williama@ganesha.sjc.edu
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Date: 27 May 94 12:51:00 GMT
From: bschlesinger@nssdca.gsfc.nasa.gov (BARRY M. SCHLESINGER)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO

mab@panix.com (Michael A. Burstein) writes...
>dbongard@icogsci1.ucsd.edu (Dan Bongard) writes:
>By the fact that he wore a kipah all the time, I got the impression that
>he was Orthodox, or at least some similar offshoot. A lot can happen to
>Judaism in 200 years ... I personally thought it was a nice bit of
>Talmudic reasoning - "well, it's not mentioned in the Torah..." but I do
>think Koslov might have asked Ivanova if it was shellfish first.

I had a problem with that too.  There is a very clear prescription
requiring fins and scales.  I would have expected him to ask about that.  I
would have.  I wonder if Bikel said anything about it to the script people.

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 12:55:00 GMT
From: bschlesinger@nssdca.gsfc.nasa.gov (BARRY M. SCHLESINGER)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO:Walker Smith

I haven't seen any on else mention that Walker Smith was the original name
of the boxer Sugar Ray Robinson.  Somehow I don't think it's a coincidence.

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 14:07:57 GMT
From: tlg4@po.cwru.edu (TJ Goldstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS:  Lanigan?!?!?

I know that to most people this is a completely insignificant question and
I wouldn't be surprised if you don't know anything about it, but how in the
name of the Great Maker did Cleveland DJ John Lanigan wind up in the
restaurant scene in TKO?

The reason that I ask is that here in town he has never been anything but
extremely RUDE when the topic of science fiction has come up.  I was
PERSONALLY ridiculed early one morning when I answered a ST trvia question
for convention tickets - over the air.

Now granted, he's only ridiculed ST fnas, but they're the only ones that
have come up.

The only thing I can think of is that he hosts the afternoon movie for the
channel B5 airs on.

I don't want to make a big thing of it, but he such a JERK that seeing him
on B5 really insulted me.

TJ Goldstein
tlg4@po.cwru.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 14:32:59 GMT
From: dbarber@crash.cts.com (David C. Barber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: TKO suffered from *bad* hype

Dear J. Michael,

A week ago I listened to the preview for TKO where they "announced" it as:
"Mandkind's last hope!"  I really hoped it wouldn't be that kind of "yet
again, mankind hangs on a thread," but before commenting decided to wait
and see just what did happen.

Well, it turned out not to be what I feared it might have been, and I liked
the episode the way it did turn out.

My question for you is: Who Wrote That Phony Hype, And Can You Keep It From
Happening Again?

David Barber
dbarber@crash.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 15:26:47 GMT
From: ludator@illuminati.io.com (ludator)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO Nitpicks

Watched "TKO" recently, and I have a couple of nitpicks.  First, and lest,
is the dinner scene between the rabbi and Ivanova, when he asks "is it
Kosher?" and then goes on to mention that it isn't mentioned in the Torah.

If I am not mistaken, isn't the Torah basically the first 5 books of the
Old Testament? If so, then there's no need to /ask/ about alien food being
kosher or not, since Leviticus mentions the rules for determining Kosher
foods quite nicely: split-hooved ruminants, sea life with fins and scales,
and you can't mix milk with meat or eat blood.  If trill is some kind of
fish, I'd guess it was kosher.

Secondly, about "Mutai": 
Isn't this kind of silly?  "Humans cannot be in Mutai"... so why is the
word an obvious corruption of "Muy Thai", i.e., Thai kickboxing? (*sigh*)

This also bugs me on a second level, one embodied in the opening speech:
"Humans AND aliens..." as if the term "alien" wasn't relative.  There seems
to be a real bipartisan view here: humans, AND everyone else. Why would
humans /alone/ be discriminated against fighting Mutai?  I'd think a lot of
races would WANT them in (hey, free win :-)...).  Just doesn't play right
in my head.

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 17:33:00 GMT
From: 0003621563@mcimail.com (Variety Boston)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO - SF & Religion

I found this episode especially moving because it dealt with religious
beliefs in a matter of a fact way.  I find it amazing that JMS, an avowed
atheist, is putting on the most interesting stuff about religion on TV
today.

Think about it: in recent years the only time we are concerned with someone
being Jewish is because a) they encounter some form of antisemitism or b)
are intermarrying or c) both.  The last time I saw a Jewish character on an
American TV show in a religious-themed storyline it was when Buddy Sorrell
(Morey Amsterdam) got bar mitzvahed on the old "Dick Van Dyke Show" about
thirty years ago.

This has been especially problematical in SF because many (I have no idea
what percentage) SF writers and fans are non-religious (i.e., have given it
no thought) or actively atheist/agnostic (presumably having given it SOME
thought).  Not to beat up on TREK (which I like) but Roddenberry's atheism
came at the expense of his characters.  We learned about Klingon and Vulcan
rituals, but his human characters seemed to have no belief beyound their
personal emotions and the scientific method.

That's what I find so refreshing about B5.  The end of "Parliament of
Dreams," where Sinclair introduces the ambassadors to the prevailing
religion on Earth (consisting of an endless line with everyone from an
atheist to a rabbi to a priest to an imam to a Buddhist monk), recognized
that religion IS a part of the lives of many people.  Too often, among some
of fandom, science is seen as being antithetical to religious belief.
"Believers" (with the doctor operating on the son over the objections of
the parents) COULD have played it that way, but left open the possibility
that the parents MIGHT be right.  And if they are, could they have taken
any other action?

But scoring points for or against ALIEN religions is easy.  TREK does it
all the time.  Much more interesting is when the shows have regular human
characters struggling with beliefs drawn from the real world.  The "Alien
Nation" series had an episode that touched briefly on that (with Sykes
being so moved by the alien religious ritual that he visits his own church
for the first time in years).  However "TKO" seemed to go to a whole new
level that was as refreshing for SF as it was for TV in general.

Ivanova's reconciliation with her late father comes only through the ritual
of "sitting shiva" - a traditional seven day mourning period where one is
supposed to put aside the rest of the world and remember in both joy and
sorrow the life of the departed.  There was no proselytizing here.  It was
the use of the religious background of a character to offer insight into
her personality.  Ivanova had to return to tradition to move ahead.  This
was neatly played off the "mu-tai" story, where the traditional martial
artists had to finally acknowledge an outsider willing to play by their
rules.  Thus we end with two statements about tradition and modernity
meeting somewhere along the spectrum without either side having to give in
entirely to the other.

As I tell my students in the "writing for the media" course I teach, this
is a religious country.  When you acknowledge that religious beliefs are
part of the lives of the vast majority of people, including your viewers,
you are not trying to convert anyone.  You are simply not closing off part
of the range of choices you have to bring your character to life.

When B5 premiered I wrote that it had a lot of potential.  This recent
string of episodes makes it clear that that potential is being fulfilled.

Dan Kimmel
variety_boston@mcimail.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 May 94 21:37:10 GMT
From: sharp@craycos.com (Steven Sharp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO [SPOILERS]

laz@leland.Stanford.EDU (Laz Marhenke) writes:
>In twenty years this is going to look just as silly and dated as
>miniskirts and beehive hairdos on The Old Series.

But not as ridiculous as attempts to make futuristic looking stuff
generally ends up being with a bit of dating.  At least with modern clothes
we have some assurance that they were considered practical once.  The
military uniforms worn by the crew have differences from current designs,
and they don't even need to have the bottom of the jacket pulled back down
every 5 minutes :-)

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 94 12:50:31 GMT
From: genoa@mit.edu (Jackutis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Into the sands of blood comes ....

Possible spoilers for "TKO":

Just thought I'd take a moment to list some of the things I really liked
about TKO.

1) The relationship between the two plots: both were tales of human
   bravery.  Ivanova finally faced the loss of her father, and that took as
   much courage as entering the Mutai, IMO.

2) "Into the sands of blood comes Walker Smith of Earth, the bravest of his
   race."  For some reason I *really* like that line.  Perhaps it's
   Soon-Teck Oh's delivery of it.

3) Walker Smith's reputation was ruined on "the net"!  Nice to see USENET
   hasn't changed much in 250 years.  8^)

4) Reference to Garibaldi "giving up the rocket fuel".  It would have
   better, though, if this episode had aired *before* "Survivors", though,
   so would have had some prior hint of his drinking problem (or "quitting
   problem", as Jerry Doyle describes it. 8^)

5) They got Andrei Ivanov's last name right!  The credits for "Soul Hunter"
   had him listed as "Andrei Ivanova", which though not impossible, is
   unlikely as a last name for a Russian male, as other posters have
   commented in this 'group.

About the only thing that really bothered in the episode was the scene
where Rabbi Koslov was leaving, and Ivanova suddenly blurts out "Uncle
Yosul!" and changes her mind about sitting shivah.  It felt overdone to me.
Just my opinion.

Jack

------------------------------

Date: 28 May 94 13:07:17 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: O'Hare to ST Voyager???

   I spoke to Michael O'Hare the other day about the Voyager rumor (one of
the many floating around), and he was *very* amused by the idea.
 
   BTW, this is one area that needs mentioning.  Michael and I do speak
frequently.  We'll probably have dinner with the Ellisons and him in the
next week or so.  And we'll be doing a little something that will involve
his character later this season.  This is, again, a fairly amicable
situation.

JMS

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 06:07:29 GMT
From: scruggs@cis.ohio-state.edu (kevin eugene scruggs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: TKO and Judaism

JMS (babylon5@solaris.cc.vt.edu) writes:
>Thanks.  I guess what helps, in terms of all this religious stuff in a
>series run by an atheist, is that I've read most stuff from nearly all of
>the major and second-rank religions, and generally respect them all, for
>what they are: an attempt to understand the universe, and our role in it.
>So I can treat them pretty much even-handedly.  Have even read the Bible,
>cover to cover, *twice*.  (Job was a lot of fun, great reading; anyone who
>can make it through Numbers and Deuteronomy has my undying respect.)

   Well, this time you laid a big fat goose-egg. 

   You mangled Jewish and Russian culture a bit too much. For a Jew,
Ivanova has too many Russian characteristics. Her last name, to begin with,
is about as Russian as they come. Also, why in the spaced world would a
Jewish family hang on to a "samovar?". It is as I am sure you know a
Russian, not a Jewish artifact.  If the point implied was that Ivanova's
family is really THAT assimilated, its relations with the Rabbi are just
too good to be true.
   Also, I have to agree with an earlier message about the sexist overtones
in the episode. You did a great job showing the "upset little girl" in this
intimidatingly strong female characters. I am sure that the audience that
that bit was intended for will appreciate the favor.
   Notwithstanding the above, it was an OK ... excuse my GENUINE
Russian-Jewish-immigrant harshness... episode. I truly hope silly cultural
errors and occasional chauvinist remarks would not undermine the great
potential of the series I otherwise enjoy.

Diana Michailovna Gantman--

   Personally, I think my fiancee let you off easily. She definitely
screamed at you more quietly than she screamed at me about the episode.  Do
you know what 'poslednee govno' means? She still won't tell me.

   I also think you might want to reconsider further employment of the
writer(s) responsible for this dud.

Kevin Eugene Scruggs

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 09:47:21 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO

   At one point, there was a discussion in the scene about the whole
gills/scales/fins issue, to define kosher...but it *really* brought the
scene to a screaming standstill, and we needed to concentrate on the
relationships at that moment.  In addition, as we looked at it, you would
have to get into the question of how alien gills/scales/fins compare to
earthly gills/scales/fins, because they're going to be very different in
many ways.  In short order it became a massive Talmudic discussion, and we
only have an hour for the show....
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 09:54:57 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: TKO suffered from *bad* hype

   We're trying to get Warners to re-evaluate their approach to the
teasers.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 16:32:14 GMT
From: dbarber@crash.cts.com (David C. Barber)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: Will the results of TKO show up later?

In TKO we had a number of the "3rd world (my term)" alien groups angry that
an Earthman was invading their sport.  It was not shown afterwards, except
in the crowd reaction, if they respected Earth more afterwards, or were
more angry that someone was "taking away _their_ sport."

My question is: Are there important ramifications that will come out later
on due to the fight (please don't ask me to spell the exact name of the
competition), or is this all there was?  (I have a bet with someone else
that most everything on B5 means something, and that this is not either a
loose end, or a throw-away episode.)

Thanks!

David Barber
dbarber@crash.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 23:52:20 GMT
From: matt@physics5.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO

straczynski@genie.geis.com writes:
>      At one point, there was a discussion in the scene about the whole
> gills/scales/fins issue, to define kosher...but it *really* brought the
> scene to a screaming standstill, and we needed to concentrate on the
> relationships at that moment.  In addition, as we looked at it, you would
> have to get into the question of how alien gills/scales/fins compare to
> earthly gills/scales/fins, because they're going to be very different in
> many ways.  In short order it became a massive Talmudic discussion, and
> we only have an hour for the show....

A massive Talmudic discussion, actually, is *exactly* what I would expect
to happen if edible alien life were discovered.

I'm glad that the B5 folks recognized the issues that were involved here,
but I'm sorry we didn't see any of them on the show.  Certainly not the
whole discussion: it would indeed have bored viewers.  It would have been
nice, though, to see some indication that the rabbi was considering these
issues, or that Judaism had thought about how to apply dietary laws to
non-terrestrial life.  As is, the dialog we saw on the subject seemed just
a little too pat.

Dr. Matthew Austern

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 04:34:09 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS-read Re: TKO

matt@physics.berkeley.edu writes:
>straczynski@genie.geis.com writes:

>>      At one point, there was a discussion in the scene about the whole
>> gills/scales/fins issue, to define kosher...but it *really* brought the
>> scene to a screaming standstill, and we needed to concentrate on the
[text deleted]
>
> A massive Talmudic discussion, actually, is *exactly* what I would expect
> to happen if edible alien life were discovered.

You're both thinking twentieth-century, here.

The menu should include kosher status, evaluated by a competent study
group, in the same data base listing SPECIES-SPECIFIC EDIBILITY.
 
....If you stop to think about it, any restaurant which caters to members
of variant species *HAS* to have one ugly muthaw of a database on-line, to
guard against poisoning, allergic effects, undue intoxication, or perhaps
even accidental aphrodisiac triggering.

There *should* have been one line where Bikel's character pulls out a small
credit-card sized "notebook," taps it a couple of times, (SFX: beeping)
reads the display, and nods.

"Indeed.  Quite kosher," and digs in.

This is Science Fiction, set in the future.  Since we're apparently not far
enough in the future for everyone to have subconscious mental links to the
nearest mainframe, it behooves us to make use of at least late
twentieth-century technology, right?

...just for future reference.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Bester (2 msgs) & Butler & Card (2 msgs) &
                    Crichton (2 msgs) & Delany (2 msgs) & 
                    Farmer & Kay (2 msgs) & Lem (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 15:55:58 GMT
From: BRADHAMP@cofc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BESTER:ZELAZNY: fragment?

I had posted a request on info about Bester's Deceivers some days ago;
someone mentioned in a further post a reference to Zelazny having done a
'novel fragment' (in relation to Bester?)  Could you provide more info on
this?  I'm a big RZ fan....

Thanks.

Corwin

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 10:45:46 GMT
From: 71443.1447@compuserve.com (David E Romm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BESTER:ZELAZNY: fragment?

BRADHAMP@cofc.EDU wrote:
> I had posted a request on info about Bester's Deceivers some days ago;
> someone mentioned in a further post a reference to Zelazny having done a
> 'novel fragment' (in relation to Bester?)  Could you provide more info on
> this?  I'm a big RZ fan....

At World Fantasy Con last year (Halloween 1993), Zelazny said he had been
given an uncompleted Bester manuscript to finish.  He was enjoying getting
into Bester's mindset, and was writing some new material, deleting (with
pain) some Bester words which didn't fit, and in general trying to
collaborate with a dead author.

I don't know the current state of the project, but even if he did finish it
by the end of the year, the quickest it would be out would be early next
year, and that's unlikely.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 17:01:49 GMT
From: DFK3764@acfcluster.nyu.edu (DORI KOMARIN)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Octavia Butler

Last year I read _Dawn_ by Octavia Butler for a SF Film class and I really
enjoyed the book.  Has anyone read any of her other books?  Did I just read
a particularly good one or is this a good representation of her writing?
Does anyone even know what else she has written?

Thanks in advance.

Dori
dfk3764@acfcluster.nyu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 23:24:04 GMT
From: neiljo@matt.ksu.ksu.edu (Neil A. Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card's Homecoming series...so far

Card's Homecoming series, including "The Memory of Earth," "The Call of
Earth," and "The Ships of Earth" is the best series I've read thus far. I
really enjoy the rich characterization and character development in these
novels, plus the whole concept itself is really extraordinary. I hope the
last two novels in the series slated to be published soon will be just as
good. Has anybody else out there read these books? I'd really like to see
some other readers' opinions of this series.

Neil Johnson
#658 Marlatt Hall 
Manhattan, KS 66506-1800
neiljo@matt.ksu.ksu.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 23:51:28 GMT
From: louiss@PROBLEM_WITH_INEWS_GATEWAY_FILE (Louis Sivo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card's Homecoming series...so far

Neil A. Johnson (neiljo@matt.ksu.ksu.edu) wrote:
> Card's Homecoming series, including "The Memory of Earth," "The Call of
>Earth," and "The Ships of Earth" is the best series I've read thus far. I
>really

Could you give a brief description on what this series is about? If it
sounds good, I'll add it to my list.

Louis Sivo
Hewlett-Packard Company                   
USFO Direct Marketing Information Systems 
louiss@nafohq.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 13:20:01 GMT
From: ecl@mtgpfs1.mt.att.com ("Evelyn C Leeper")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

> Michael Crichton?  A sci-fi author?  To my knowledge, he's only written
> three novels which could be considered sf - THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN, SPHERE,
> and JP, which is only 1/4 or 1/3 of his total bibliography.  I wouldn't
> consider him a sci-fi author.  I consider him a "mainstream" author who
> writes some sci-fi once in a while.

Also THE TERMINAL MAN and EATERS OF THE DEAD.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 16:20:43 GMT
From: celestre@lbl411.lbl.gov (Richard S. Celestre)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

ecl@mtgpfs1.mt.att.COM ("Evelyn C Leeper") wrote:
> Also THE TERMINAL MAN and EATERS OF THE DEAD.

EATERS OF THE DEAD isn't really SF... more sort of historical (very)
fiction.  Based on a medieval manuscript...

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 00:35:50 GMT
From: dasu@mercury.sfsu.edu (Duncan Sutherland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Samuel R. Delany - whatever happened to him?

Alasdair Grant (ag129@ucs.cam.ac.uk) wrote:
>Whatever happened to Samuel R. Delany?
>
>Is he going to write any more SF, or just Neveryon books?  Was the sequel
>to "Stars in my Pocket like Grains of Sand" ever published?
 
You know, this is exactly what I have been wondering.  I have recently been
working on Delany for my degree and wonder if anybody is interested in
discussing various aspects of Delaney's writing.  If so, write me at:
		
Duncan Sutherland
dasu@mercury.sfsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 10:41:49 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Samuel R. Delany - whatever happened to him?

knut.mork@admin.uio.no (Knut Mork) writes:
>Incunabula Press just published (in 1993) a trade edition (1000 copies) of
>a his latest novel, _They Fly at Ciron_, which is somewhere in between
>Fantasy and SF. It's a rewritten version of the 1962 short story, and is,
>IMO, extremely good.
>
>Is it worth the US$25 price tag, thanks to the fancy cover and limited
>availability? Depends how big a fan you are. It was for -me-.. but others
>may wish to wait for a cheaper edition. If it comes.

THEY FLY AT CIRON is in effect Delany's second novel, rewritten and at long
last finished.  Many years ago, he and James Sallis used some of the
material for a collaborative short story of the same name.  But the new
novel _is_ a novel.

Incunabula's hardcover edition was limited to 1000 copies.  We will publish
a generally-available hardcover in January 1995, followed by a softcover
edition later.

>_Hogg_, an older novel of pornographic SF, is coming out from Black Ice
>Press later this year.
>
>_Mad Man_, also pornographic, but 'mainstream', not SF, is out from
>Masquerade Books. Or is supposed to be, anyway.
>
>The Neveryon books are over with, as far as I know. _The Bridge of Lost
>Desire_ was the last.

There's something of a Delany revival going on.  Porn publisher Masquerade,
under their RhinocEROS imprint, has also reissued THE TIDES OF LUST under
its original title EQUINOX, and under their "Richard Kasak Books" imprint
has published his memoirs THE MOTION OF LIGHT IN WATER (Hugo winner, 1989)
in trade paperback.  This last is notable because, after the American
edition appeared, Delany added over a hundred pages of new material for the
British edition; this new version now appears in the US for the first time.

Finally, Wesleyan University Press has reissued all four volumes of the
Neveryon series in a unified, very elegant-looking trade paperback set.
The fourth volume, formerly THE BRIDGE OF LOST DESIRE, now regains its
original title, RETURN TO NEVERYON.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 00:20:21 GMT
From: lichter@nicco.sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Image of the Beast by Philip Jose Farmer

The Image of the Beast 
by Philip Jose Farmer
Rhinoceros Books, 1994 [original 1968]

Reviewed by Michael Lichter

This is an *old* book, but I'm a sucker for stories that feature Los
Angeles, my home sweet home.

Private investigator Matthew Colbin and the rich man he's been tailing both
disappear.  The LAPD receives a film in the mail showing a series of
bizarre sexual encounters between a bound Colbin and a disguised woman.
These encounters climax (sorry) in Colbin's penis being bitten off by a
woman wearing sharp steel dentures while a man dressed as a caricature of a
vampire stands by and laughs.

Enter Herald Childe, Colbin's P.I. partner, who's going to have to solve
this one himself.  The obstacles?  First, no real clues.  Second, a thick
green choking smog has settled on the city, fouling transportation and
demanding all the LAPD's attention.  Third, ... well the list gets bigger
as the story clunks along, and as Childe begins to suspect that the man in
the vampire get-up may not be an imposter after all.

Part hard-boiled detective story, part horror story, and part porno novel
(although I found the book in the Evil Bookstar's SF section, it comes from
an Adult Fiction publisher and is listed as such on the spine), the book is
an intermittently entertaining mish-mash.

[Note: A British paperback edition from Panther Books, an imprint of
non-"adult" Granada Publishing, was published in 1985.]

Although the sleuthing around and the Creatures of the Night were probably
intended mainly as a cover and setup for the shocking (for 1968) sex
scenes, Farmer has handled those elements competently.  On the other hand,
SF readers are likely to find the "erotic" aspects of the book either
offensive or silly.

On the topic of "silly", Farmer packs in more than one novel's share.
Several characters remark that Herald Childe looks like Lord Byron
(remember that Byron wrote about Childe Harold?)  The film sent to the LAPD
is literally the image of the beast who committed the crime - thus the
title is a pun.  I could go on, but will spare you.

The one interesting idea in the book has to do with man-beast changelings,
such as werewolfs and vampires (man-bat).  What if, Farmer asks, such
beings really come, perhaps accidentally, from other universes where their
forms exist along different dimensions than normally exist in this
universe?  Initially their appearance here is indeterminate, but as they
interact with humans, the limits of human cognition not only determine how
they are seen by humans but also shapes their existence in this universe.
Something like that.

In the end, though, unless you're a collector of L.A. novels or are looking
for weird sex, this book is mainly of historical interest.  Be forewarned.

Author:     Farmer, Philip Jose
Title:      The Image of the Beast
Publisher:  Rhinoceros Books
City:       New York
Date:       February 1994 [original 1968]
Order Info: ISBN 1-56333-166-7
Pages:      277 pp
Comments:   paperback, US$6.95

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 21:45:17 GMT
From: marcy@sqwest.wimsey.bc.ca (Marcy Thompson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay (Read his works!!)

garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett) wrote:
>zclfh03@ucl.ac.uk (Kathryn Alison Platt) writes:
>> The "Fionavar Tapestry" seemed to me to be a terrible mish-mash of
>> various mythologies which just didn't hang together at all. In fact it
>> didn't hang together to such a point that I stopped reading. Very
>> disappointing.
>
>The hodge-podge of mythoi (particularly GGK's rape of Arthurian legend)
>disappointed me, but I wouldn't call his trilogy "utter utter utter
>rubbish".  The third book, especially, was surprisingly well-written
>compared to his shaky style in the first.

This is where I disagree. I stuck through the whole thing, because despite
the shaky writing, the first two books had terrific promise.  Then I read
the third book, which was (admittedly) much better written than the first.
And that's where I lost it.

My main reaction: I read all these words (at the time I was in graduate
school and reading time was at a premium, since I didn't have the foresight
to study a discipline where reading books was part of the curriculum) for
*THIS*??!!??

SPOILER Alert

In my opinion, Kay wrote those books solely because he didn't like how the
Lancelot-Arthur-Guinevere triangle came out and he wanted to change the
ending.

This judgement is admittedly too harsh, but I really felt cheated by that
aspect of the book.

FWIW, and YMMCV.

Marcy Thompson
Manager, Education and Training	
SoftQuad Inc.
marcy@sqwest.wimsey.bc.ca 

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 94 00:09:06 GMT
From: merritt@provolone.u.washington.edu (Ethan A Merritt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Guy Gavriel Kay influenced by Joy Chant? (was: Read his works!!)

At the time I read it, I found the _Fionavar Tapestry_ to be a flawed work
by a very promising author.  I thought the insertion of Arthur, Lancelot &
Co.  into the story was tremendously distracting and a serious error.  My
guess is that Kay wanted to emulate Tolkien's successful addition of
"hidden depth" to his world-building by borrowing that depth from an
existing mythos (Arthur et al.) rather than inventing his own as Tolkien
did.  It didn't work, at least for me.  Nevertheless I found many elements
of the tale very well done and quite moving, suggesting that Kay was
capable of much better.  This promise was more than fulfilled in _Tigana_
and _A Song for Arbonne_.  I agree with several previous comments here that
_Tigana_ was a somewhat more compelling work, but I don't think the
contrast is that large.  The human tragedies played out in both stories
were very well set up and fitted seemlessly with the social structures
being depicted.

Curiously, however, I am much less impressed by _Fionavar_ now than I was
at the time I first read it.

Here's why:

I've been browsing used book stores in an attempt to build up a summer
reading bookshelf for my son, who is just discovering the infinite delights
of F&SF.  (great excuse anyway, clearly I've no regrets at having to
re-read anything I find first by myself :-) I found and immediately grabbed
a copy of Joy Chant's _Red Moon and Black Mountain_, which I haven't read
since it first appeared in 1970.  Upon reacquainting myself with this
fantasy I was immediately struck by the strong parallels to Kay's
_Fionavar_.

In fact it seems quite apparent in retrospect that many of the non-
Tolkien, non-Arthurian, threads in _Fionovar_ which I had initially taken
to be Kay's own contribution to the mix were in fact also themes directly
borrowed from elsewhere.  In particular I point to the incorporation of
willing sacrifice to a fertility goddess into a fantasy which is otherwise
played out largely as a militaristic clash of the armies of Good versus the
armies of Evil.  Oliver's role in _RM&BM_ directly presages the actions and
thematic contribution of both Kevin Laine and Dave Martyniuk in _Fionavar_.

I cannot, of course, say with confidence that Kay took them directly from
Joy Chant's book (though I suspect he did); there is still plenty of scope
for shared sources.  Nevertheless _Fionavar_ now strikes me now more than
ever as a stew of borrowed fantasy elements rather than a truly original
work.  Not that such an evauluation detracts one whit from Kay's
achievements in _Tigana_ and _A Song for Arbonne_ :-).

Ethan A Merritt
merritt@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 22:46:25 GMT
From: eric@northshore.ecosoft.com (Eric R. Rosenbaum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Does anybody else out there appreciate how gosh darn great Lem's books are?
I've read More tales of Pirx the pilot, The Cyberiad (Greeat!) His Master's
Voice, and Futurological Congress. I love this stuff. You should, too. Go
read some today!

Eric Rosenbaum
eric@shore.net

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 02:24:14 GMT
From: mcirvin@husc8.harvard.edu (Matt McIrvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Eric R. Rosenbaum <eric@northshore.ecosoft.com> wrote:
>Does anybody else out there appreciate how gosh darn great Lem's books
>are?  I've read More tales of Pirx the pilot, The Cyberiad (Greeat!) His
>Master's Voice, and Futurological Congress. I love this stuff. You should,
>too. Go read some today!

Many of us appreciate Lem, trust me...  Once I finish _Tales of Pirx the
Pilot_, I *think* I'll have read every Lem book published in English,
though he apparently has some other stuff not collected into books that has
been translated.  I was lucky enough to find _The Invincible_ in a
used-book store... not one of his best, but an interesting find.  It was
translated into English via German, the German-to-English leg having been
done by Wendayne Ackerman, wife of Forrest Ackerman and head translator of
all that Perry Rhodan pulp!  It was published in paperback by Ace in the
seventies.

_The Star Diaries_ also seems to be out of print in the US now, at least,
I've never seen a new copy.  I have no idea why - it's great.

Not all of Lem's books are uniformly brilliant.  Early on he didn't have
the hang of SF (but could write non-SF: _Hospital of the Transfiguration_
is terrific), and even later some are more interesting than others.  Lem's
forays into the fringes of the mystery genre are also not very successful,
unless you count some of the Pirx stories.

I would call _Eden_ and _The Investigation_ pretty bad, and _The
Invincible_, _The Chain of Chance_, and most of _Memoirs of a Space
Traveler_ quite readable but not particularly astonishing.  _Solaris_ is
great but sorely needs to be retranslated by Kandel.  Everything else that
has been translated into English I recommend highly.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 22:08:42 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

I don't think anybody has mentioned "Memoirs found in a Bathtub" (1961?)
yet. Read it if you have always secretly suspected that "Illuminati"
[series] was an elaborate coverup to conceal the *real* truth. :-)

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Camille Bacon-Smith & Lindholm & McKillip &
                    Niven & Mark C. Perry & Piper & Pollack &
                    Pratchett (3 msgs) & Salvatore & Simak &
                    Stevermer & Willis & Los Angeles in SF

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 19:33:39 GMT
From: CAMILLE@templevm.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SCIENCE FICTION COURSE AT TEMPLE UNIVERSITY

Hugo nominee for non-fiction, Camille Bacon-Smith, will be teaching science
fiction (English 163) at Temple University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
during the second summer session (early July to late August, 1994).  The
course will include classic and new science fiction, graphic novels, and an
examination of the science fiction fan community.  For more information,
contact the Temple University English Department at (215)-204-1787, or
snail mail at English Department, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA
19122.  For an email reply, leave your email address.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 20:35:36 GMT
From: web@armory.com (Wendy E. Betts)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Wizard of the Pigeons_ reprinted

I know I'm not the only person who desperately scours used bookstores for
Megan Lindholm's _Wizard of the Pigeons_. The good news is it's been
reprinted - the bad news is it's a $25 limited edition hardcover AND has
already been sold out of at least one store. But I thought I'd alert people
so they can try to find it.

Disclaimer - my only connection with this book is that I adore it and buy
up every paperback copy I can get my hands on to lend to people.

Wendy E. Betts
web@armory.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 94 23:44:22 GMT
From: merritt@provolone.u.washington.edu (Ethan A Merritt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Patricia McKillip

sed@skorpio.usask.ca (Neil_Gendzwill) writes:
>What's happening with Ms. McKillip these days?  My local bookstore claimed
>a sequel to The Sorceress and the Cygnet was to be out Feb 94,

It's been out longer than that.  _The Cygnet and the Firebird_ (Sep 1993).
It's very much the same flavor as _Sorceress_, i.e.  fabulous!  I posted a
review at the time.

>Does anyone know what the scoop is?  Although nothing she's done lately
>seems to stand up to her earlier work (Riddlemaster of Hed, Forgotten
>Beasts of Eld), it's still the most beautifully written work in fantasy,
>and I will pick up anything she writes sight unseen.

I can't agree with you there.  I think the Cygnet books are at least as
good as the earlier fantasies.  They are perhaps closer to _Eld_ in feel
than to _Hed_, but much more beautifully written.

Ethan A Merritt
merritt@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 22:33:19 GMT
From: jem@oilpatch.schdist60.bc.ca (Joel Mitchell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ringworld Maps

I am looking for maps of Larry Niven's Ringworld.  I have looked through a
myriad of resources, and just can't seem to find anything beyond what was
printed in the novels themselves.  If anybody can help me, please respond
to me at <jem@oilpatch.schdist60.bc.ca>.

Joel Mitchell
Computer Support Centre
Fort St. John, BC, Canada

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 17:01:00 GMT
From: mann@orion.cmc.uab.edu (RANDY P. MANN)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Perry: Moriogu the Desecration

Sometime ago while on vacation I purchased a book by Mark C. Perry called
Morigu:The Desecration.  In my opinion it was a fairly good book.  The
ending suggested strongly that there would be a sequel, but I have never
been able to find one.

My question to the knowledgable and well read readership is have you ever
read this book?  Do you know if there is a sequel available if so where may
I get it?

If more details are needed about the book let me know and I will dig it out
of storage and send them to you.

Thanks.

Randy P. Mann 
mann@orion.cmc.uab.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 21:56:16 GMT
From: J.North@cbr.cpa.csiro.au (Jenifer North)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: H. Beam Piper's Universe.

nsmca@aurora.alaska.edu writes:
> Anyone writing any books in the H. Beam Piper universe?  Roland Green and
> ??

Assuming you mean the Fuzzy World, I have a book called "Golden Dream: A
Fuzzy Odyssey" by Ardath Mayhar.  No offense intended to author but that
name sounds like a made up one.  Foreword reveals author is female and from
East Texas.

Plot is written from the Fuzzy side before and during the first landing of
humans on their world.

Jenifer North
CSIRO Public Affairs
Canberra
J.North@cbr.cpa.csiro.au

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 08:52:07 GMT
From: aeb@saltfarm.bt.co.uk (Tony Bass)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Temporary Agency etc (slight spoilers)

The recently published _Temporary Agency_ by Rachel Pollack, in the same
setting as _Unquenchable Fire_ but without particular link of time or place
or character, tells Ellen's story, beginning

   When I was fourteen, a cousin of mine angered a Malignant One.  It was a
   big case, a genuine scandal.

and covers her dealings with the government's Spiritual Development Agency,
whose duty it is to give protection and succour.

In the middle of the story I was thinking, It is both less uncomfortable
and less food than the other book.  The story later spoke to this thought.
In this and other ways there seems a rightness of art in it.

There are sexual scenes.

The strangest of stories is told in the plainest of language.  Only human
nature is constant.  This is even more true of _Unquenchable Fire_, which I
had read previously,

   On the afternoon of the Day of Truth, eighty seven years after the
   Revolution, Jennifer Mazdan, a server for the Mid-Hudson Energy Board,
   fell asleep and underwent a strange dream, one not found anywhere in the
   catalogues.

telling Jennie's story, and telling Stories within the Story.  It was not
comfortable reading for me, in parts concerning female creation myths and
having a baby.

   In the woman's dream she saw Li Ku Unquenchable Fire.  The Founder wore
   a red dress and silver shoes.  "When we come," she said, "we will not
   come to end suffering."

There is also humour and insight.

I live in a western culture with ideals, historically at least, of
scientific and Christian truth.  Many of us do not live our lives by these
ideals.  We sleep, and we live common sense and superstition, taking
technology for granted, without understanding.

The Revolution ended these ideals.

But the people after the Revolution are us.  They live the reality of their
world as little as we do ours, for the most part.  Thus the story speaks
most vividly and dangerously of the nature of true religion.

My suspension of disbelief in Jennie's world was unwilling.  I asked
questions about how technology continues in a world without the ideals of
science.  Such questions are inappropriate and unlikely to find answer.
Eventually, on page two hundred and eighty-two, an Occurrence compelled me
to accept the Story in its own terms.

The two books are quite different, TA a minor theme, UF a major theme.  The
narrative of TA may be more conventional and approachable.  My mind is with
TA, but my heart with UF.

There are multiple interpretations of the nature of Bright Beings.  It did
not seem inconsistent.

I have also read the author's short story _The Five Bead Women_ (?)  in the
same setting, and the novel _Alqua Dreams_ in unrelated setting but still
very much concerned with true religion.  All unforgettably special for me.

Tony Bass
MLB 3/19, BT Laboratories                     
Martlesham Heath, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP5 7RE
aeb@saltfarm.bt.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 23:18:37 GMT
From: stuartf@sequent.com (Stuart Friedberg)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett: Lords and Ladies

dani@terrazzo.lm.com writes:
>I found Pratchett's new Discworld novel, "Lords and Ladies", mildly
>disappointing.  I'm not sure whether it's weaker than its predecessors or
>whether it's just not sufficiently fresh to overcome the fifteenth- sequel
>syndrome.

I also found L&L a let down on first reading, but having let my copy
(import) mellow over the last year or so, with two or three additional
readings, I find I like it better.  It's not my favorite Pratchett, but
it's moved noticeably ahead of Pyramids and Moving Pictures.

You get to learn a bit about Esmeralda Weatherwax's love life, too...

Stu Friedberg
stuartf@sequent.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 15:04:56 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

> As a slight aside, am I correct in tracing the origins of the diskworld
>series through "Strata" back to Larry Niven's "Ringworld"?

I wouldn't say so. _Strata_ is certainly a parody of _Ringworld_ - at
least, that was part of the intent. But the Discworld books aren't really
descended from _Strata_ in any direct sense.

Well, it depends what you're willing to call "direct". They're also
parodies, and they share Pratchett's underlying theme - that Life, if you
look at it, can only be taken as a massive practical joke - with the
disc-shaped world showing up as the punchline.

Ok, maybe you win.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 09:12:16 GMT
From: mla1290@ggr.co.uk (Mike Arnautov)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett: Lords and Ladies

melchar@west.darkside.com writes:
> Actually, my favorite Pratchett books are the ones with an 'edge' (like
> 'Lords & Ladies' ... or 'Mort').  Funny is good, but funny with a deeper
> meaning is better, IMHO.

I couldn't agree more. I'd say _all_ Pterry's books have a deeper meaning
starting with _Guards! Guards!_. Slightly to my surprise I once found
myself recommending Discworld novels to a confused born-again, who wanted
to know more about humanism (_not_ Maslow's "humanism"! :-) as a good but
gentle education on the subject. I knew I was onto a winner anyway. :-) If
he missed the deeper meanings, he'd still enjoy the jokes!

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 10:41:43 GMT
From: rj@dcs.hull.ac.uk (Richard Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Starless Night - RA Salvatore

Does anyone know what happened to this book?  It was supposed to have been
out a while back, but now it seems to have vanished into thin air.  I had
it on order at a book shop now the book shop have come back to me and said
that it isn't going to be published.  Does anyone know whats going on? and
does it have anything to do with Legacy being re-printed with another
chapter?

Richard
R.Jones@dcs.hull.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 19:47:30 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Simak, _City_

Karen Grennan (kaegrennan@delphi.com) wrote:
>Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley writes about Clifford Simak's *CITY* that
>>  I was surprised at how small a role women played in this novel.  Sara,
>>  and the operator of the Jovian transformation station.  That was _it_.
>>  Suggest something about the Doggish culture which preserved the tales?
>>  ;-)
>
> I'm not sure why this should surprise you considering that it was written
> during a time period when most writers and readers of science fiction
> were men.

I was surprised, because a woman plays a _very_ significant role in Simak's
earlier novel _The Cosmic Engineers_, and women have at least more
significant background roles in other Simak tales and novels.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 00:20:42 GMT
From: schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu (Christina Schulman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _A College of Magics_ by Caroline Stevermer

_A College of Magics_ by Caroline Stevermer

What if Jane Austen had written _The Prisoner of Zenda_?  If the idea
appeals to you, I strongly recommend _A College of Magics_ by Caroline
Stevermer, a witty, genteel fantasy set in the early years of an alternate
twentieth century.

Faris Nallaneen, duchess of Galazon, has been packed away to finishing
school at Greenlaw College by her usurping uncle Brinker.  Greenlaw is
unusual in that magic is a mandatory part of the curriculum; unlike Latin
and deportment, its practice is forbidden to students, but a graduate is
entitled to be called a scholar of Greenlaw to her face and a witch of
Greenlaw behind her back.  Faris vacillates between periods of immersing
herself in her studies and ignoring her schoolwork in favor of trashy
three-volume novels.  (_A College of Magics_ is, of course, a three-volume
novel.)

The pacing of the book while Faris is at Greenlaw is episodic; she spends
two years at school until a whirlwind of events culminates in her rushing
off to save the world, accompanied by her best friend, the excruciatingly
English Jane Brailsford.  Along the way, they attempt to rescue Galazon
from the clutches of her wicked uncle while becoming embroiled in the messy
politics of the neighboring kingdom of Aravill.

Faris's Europe in 1909 is not very different from our own, except for the
existence of magic and a few extra independent duchies in Eastern Europe.
They have motorcars, pistols, railroads, and bombs.  It's a wonderful
antidote to the current trend of generic medievaloid fantasy.  This book
may not appeal to those who like constant swordfighting, car chases, and
general mayhem, but it will delight readers who enjoy unfailingly clever
dialogue.

        "Dry work.  I'd hate to miss the spectacle but I'm
    perishing for my tea.  Just sit with me for a moment while I
    drink a cup and then let me come along to watch you murder
    Menary.  Though of course, we'll have to queue up for the
    privilege.  She does love to do an ill turn when she sees the
    chance."
        
        "Do you speak so highly of all your friends?" asked
    Faris, coldly.
    
        "Menary doesn't have any friends.  She doesn't want any.
    She's more interested in servitors.  I merely asked her a few
    questions.  And don't snipe at me for my shocking geography,"
    Jane added.  "If it isn't the Empire, it's all the same to
    me: Galazon, Aravill, Graustark, or Ruritania.  You really
    can't expect me to keep all those little countries straight.
    I'm not ignorant, just English.  Milk?  Sugar?"

_A College of Magics_ has everything: a wicked uncle, an evil blonde,
obliging highwaymen, an exploding hat, and attempted murder on the Orient
Express.  It certainly won't be to everyone's tastes, but it's one of the
best books I've read this year.

Author:     Stevermer, Caroline
Title:      A College of Magics
Publisher:  Tor Books
City:       New York
Date:       March 1994
Order Info: ISBN 0-312-85689-X
Pages:      380 pp
Comments:   hardcover, US$22.95

Christina Schulman
Pittsburgh NMR Institute
schulman@michael.nmr.upmc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 05:37:57 GMT
From: ecl@mtgpfs1.mt.att.com (Evelyn C Leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: UNCHARTED TERRITORY by Connie Willis

		   UNCHARTED TERRITORY by Connie Willis
      Bantam Spectra, ISBN 0-553-56294-0, July 1994, 149pp, US$3.99.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper
		      Copyright 1994 Evelyn C. Leeper

   Quandoque bonus dormitat Homerus.

   Or, for the classically impaired, "Sometimes even good old Homer nods."
[Horace]

   Anyone who's read my reviews knows I am a fan of Connie Willis's
writing.  So of course I looked forward to this, especially after hearing
the first part read at Boskone last year.  Alas, UNCHARTED TERRITORY did
not live up to my expectations.

   UNCHARTED TERRITORY is another of Willis's jibes at "PC" (political
correctness, not personal computers).  She can do this very well (as in
"Ado"), but here the jokes fall flat, at least for me.  It may be that the
make the novella length there had to be a bit too much padding.  Willis can
write well at any length, but I suspect here she had to write at novella
length and the story wouldn't support it.  Here her target is those who
want to preserve planetary ecosystems and protect indigenous cultures from
technological contamination, only here the indigenous peoples know a good
thing when they see one.

   But around this Willis has added a romantic triangle - well, more like a
pentagon, with three veteran surveyors, a new surveyor, and an alien. This
part seemed unnecessary to the rest of the story.

   Of course, I can't be totally negative on this.  It has its moments, and
some of the interplay is quite funny.

   And after all, one of the main characters *is* named Evelyn.

Author:     Willis, Connie  
Title:      Uncharted Territory
Publisher:  Bantam Spectra
City:       New York
Date:       July 1994
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-56294-0
Pages:      149pp
Comments:   paperback, US$3.99

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
Evelyn.Leeper@att.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 08:00:48 GMT
From: lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu
Subject: Los Angeles in Science Fiction

I'm looking for SF stories/novels which use Los Angeles and surrounds (of
whatever time period) as an important backdrop.  I'm really looking for
interesting re-imaginings of the place, so the setting has to be of
significance.

Books I can think of, in no particular order:

   City of Angels by Greg Bear
   The Image of the Beast by Philip Jose Farmer
   Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep (maybe) by Philip K. Dick
   Dr. Adder by K.W. Jeter
   (the Orange County novels) by Kim Stanley Robinson
   Snow Crash by ? Stephenson (somebody has my copy)

While I'm not really looking for SF films, I can't help thinking of

   Bladerunner
   Predator II
   Rollerboys (sorry)

Thanks.

Michael

[Moderator's Note: Please send responses directly to the poster.  Thank
you.]

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

           Administrivia - New Software!,
	   Television - Robocop (2 msgs) & Star Trek (11 msgs) &
                        Space Rangers & Thunderbirds are Go

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 21 Jun 94 09:49:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Administrivia - New Software!

   Beginning with this issue, and probably every issue for this week, I
will be testing a new version of the software that produces the Digest.
This software is responsible for automatically updating things like the
issue number, including the date, and other things and the new version has
several new features.  One of these features allows me to add a postamble
to the end of the Digest which (hopefully) can be seen at the end of this
issue.  (Note: this software has *NOTHING* to do with the ongoing mailer
problems; readers are referred to the file MAILER.PROBLEMS in the SF-Lovers
archives for details on that subject).
   If anyone has any comments or suggestions regarding the new format,
please forward them to me at sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu.  I'm especially
interested in hearing if the new format breaks any software that is in use
out there.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 07:03:24 GMT
From: alipkin@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu (Adam M. Lipkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ROBOCOP: Trouble in Delta City

Once again, a great episode. To be frank, of the episodes I've seen (about
seven, so far), there hasn't been a bad episode yet, although the pilot was
far from perfect. The kid is played perfectly. She doesn't have that
excessive cuteness that Newt had in Aliens, but she's not so unbelievably
streetsmart that you begin to question whether the writer had ever been a
child (as in the little girl in the Crow).  She simply strikes me as a
normal child.

The Hologram appeared again, albeit briefly. Actually, I find her best in
limited doses, if only because giving her lots of time generally detracts
from my favorite character, Madigan.  This episode gave her plenty of
focus, and once again showed that she's a damn good cop, as well as a
real-life human being. I really love the fact that she's becoming really
close friends with Murphy's ex.  As for Murphy, he is showing more
personality as the series progresses. I love his added ability for humor,
something missing from the movies. This is, surprisingly, possibly the
second best cop show on tv (NYPD Blue at #1, of course).

As for the specific plot, spoilers below.

The one real problem I had was with the return of the ugly guy from the
premier episode, who I just don't like. His comments at the end, however,
were hysterical ("not the face!").

The other technical difficulty I had was that Robo was able to resist the
traction-proof liquid. If the special boots for the cops didn't work, why
did Robo manage to stay afoot?

Was it just me, or did anyone else assume that the only reason Madigan went
after the bad guy by herself (i.e., without at least calling Robo to tell
him what she had just learned) that she had taken some No-Gain (tm)
recently, and was a bit wired?  She does like to take mucho risks (check
out the Guardian Angels episode), but she normally has a stronger rapport
with Robo (even when one of them is in legal trouble).

On a more general note, does anyone know the current status of the series?
Has it been renewed? Highlander, which is distributed by the same company,
was renewed ages ago, but I haven't heard anything about Robo.

That's it for this week's late-night (thanks to Robo's poor timeslot in
Atlanta) ramblings.

Adam Lipkin
alipkin@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 00:45:56 GMT
From: wesleyp@wam.umd.edu (Wesley Potter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ROBOCOP: Trouble in Delta City

Adam M. Lipkin <alipkin@emoryu1.cc.emory.edu> wrote:
>The other technical difficulty I had was that Robo was able to resist the
>traction-proof liquid. If the special boots for the cops didn't work, why
>did Robo manage to stay afoot?

They dealt with that in the episode.  He uses gyros for balance, not
friction.  People use friction when they walk and he steps straight down.

>On a more general note, does anyone know the current status of the series?
>Has it been renewed? Highlander, which is distributed by the same company,
>was renewed ages ago, but I haven't heard anything about Robo.

Robo is now in reruns (2 weeks) so from that I am guessing that it has been
renewed.

So far, I have seen a couple episodes that irked me.  (the ugly guy from
the pilot (Pudface) has been in this and another episode and I REALLY wish
the producers would just let Robo shoot the jerk.)  Other than Pudface, I
like most of them... One of my favorites though is their play off the
Fugitive (2nd Episode....have 'em all on tape)

Later.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 01:35:38 GMT
From: lozinski@netcom.com (Boogie-Woogie Man)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :)

Anyone catch the season finale of Star Trek: DS9? They introduced a new
enemy called the Dominion. They are simply awesome!

At the end StarFleet had a big show-down with them and got their butts
kicked just like with the Borg. They sent in a Starship called the Odyssey
which I couldn't tell the difference between and the USS Enterprise.
Shields are worthless because the Dominion's phasers can fire right through
them.  Couldn't get any locks for tractor beams and Starfleet's lasers
seemed to be ineffective. Great! At last, another real enemy. Maybe we'll
see some kind of major 3 way conflict: Starfleet, Borg, and Dominion.
That's something on the order of Vader vs Yoda. :)

BTW, the Dominion are the ruling force on the other side of the wormhole
and so warned Starfleet not to try anything. >B'}

lozinski@csugrad.cs.vt.edu
lozinski@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 13:37:05 GMT
From: sjjm@hawkeye.idx.com (Steve Mount)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :)

I found that epiosode to be very good.  I like DS9 - just wish the station
showing it here could pick a day and time and stick with it...

The Dominion seems like a very interesting new foe.  The Ferengi have been
negotiating for a while for trade, to no avail I assume.  They know about
us and now we know about them.  What will we do?  That IS their side of the
galaxy, after all...  But knowing the Federation, we will embark on a
mission to free the good people of the Gamma Quadrant from the Dominion.

Some thoughts I had watching this episode: What other Galaxy class
starships are there?  The Enterprise, of course, the Galaxy (which we've
never seen, I think, only read about in the Tech Manual), and the
now-destroyed Yamamoto and Odyssey.

Also, could the Dominion be the threat that could bring the Federation
Alliance and the Romulans together?  Fight a common foe?  Doubt the
Cardassians would be interested, but maybe if the Dominion destroyed some
of their ships...

New Bajor is obviously a thing of the past, care of the Dominion.  Will the
Bajorans become militaristic now/again to take revenge for the destruction
of their colony?

I was not aware that this was the season finale.  But now that I hear that
it is, it is a typical ST cliffhanger.  Now I can't wait to see what
happens next!

Steve Mount
sjjm@hawkeye.idx.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 16:23:25 GMT
From: y0000085@ws.rz.tu-bs.de (Franz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! : )

What, exactly, are the Dominion?  What is known about them at present?

Michael Franz
y0000085@ws.rz.tu-bs.de

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 19:47:12 GMT
From: ez029561@hamlet.ucdavis.edu (Mendrugo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :)

Boogie-Woogie Man (lozinski@netcom.com) wrote:
>Anyone catch the season finale of Star Trek: DS9? They introduced a new
>enemy called the Dominion. They are simply awesome!

  The Dominion isn't really new.  There have been ominous mentions of them
in at least two previous episodes.  The holographic colony was founded by a
guy who wanted to recreate his society the way it had been before the
Dominion absorbed and restructured it.
  Also, in the episode where Quark and that female Ferengi in disguise were
trading for some item in the Gamma Quadrant, they found out that the
Dominion had control over a large amount of trade and that the species with
which Quark dealt was afraid of the Dominion.
  The season finale is the first contact with them, and they promise to be
intriguing new 'villains' for the show, but their arrival was foreshadowed
much better than was the Borg's first appearance.  (Almost no one caught
the reference to Borg activity in the early TNG episode where the Romulans
reappeared.

Mendrugo

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 19:52:44 GMT
From: lozinski@netcom.com (Boogie-Woogie Man)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! : )

What is known about the Dominion? Just about nothing. We know a little
about their past from the psychic woman they rescued, but that's it. All of
our weapons/defense systems were severely inadequate. In the show, one
major class starship (The Odyssey) and several run-abouts were met head on
by three warships (tiny ones mind you. not too much bigger than the
runabouts). The Odyssey was badly damaged. When they decided to retreat,
the Dominion played Kamikaze with one of its ship. The explosion and slow
destruction of the Odyssey was fantastic! What effects!

Sisko mentioned after that, that from that incident, they were telling us
how far they were willing to go. Keep in mind that they played kamikaze
AFTER Starfleet was retreating. Kira pointed out there was no need for that
before Sisko's remarks.

I hope to see more of them. >B'}

I mean, even Starfleets shields were SOMEWHAT effective against the Borg,
but the Dominion's weapons fired right through with devastating effects. :)

lozinski@csugrad.cs.vt.edu
lozinski@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 14:08:41 GMT
From: wayno@sun2944a.chinalake.navy.mil (wayne fiebick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :)

The Dominion were introduced in a couple of other shows, but this was the
first confrontation with the UFP.  I thought before it was ludicrous that
StarFleet would allow a gateway to an unexplored part of the galaxy and not
station something on the other side to control it.  And Sisko`s remark at
the end, " the first battle will be here, I want to be ready."  He just saw
three destroyer sized ships take out a heavy cruiser, the biggest StarFleet
has, and he's going to be ready in a fleet repair base?  I'm not sure why
the Dominion would even bother with DS9.  A drunk Kzinti could take it out.

Wayne F

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 16:12:22 GMT
From: abennett@athena.mit.edu (Andrew A. Bennett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! : )

One important thing about the Dominion - they're the first non-Federation
group that is _not_ composed of one race.  We met the warriors (Jal Hadar?)
and the telekinetic woman, and there is a third, unknown race of
"Founders".

Up until now, it has been one race at a time - the Romulans, the Klingons,
the Cardassians, etc..  Even the Borg, while technically composed of many
assimilated races, all looked alike.

So now, *anyone* visiting the station may or may not work for the Dominion.
Makes for some interesting plot potential.

Andrew Bennett
MIT AUV Lab
MIT Room E38-300                    
292 Main St.                        
Cambridge, MA  02139                
abennett@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 16:55:02 GMT
From: vbv@giskard.eeap.cwru.edu (Virgilio (Dean) B. Velasco Jr.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! : )

abennett@ATHENA.MIT.EDU (Andrew A. Bennett) writes:
>Up until now, it has been one race at a time - the Romulans, the Klingons,
>the Cardassians, etc..  Even the Borg, while technically composed of many
>assimilated races, all looked alike.

It is reasonable to surmise, however, that the Borg started with a single
race that later encompassed many more.  Of course, there's no solid
evidence either way, but this would be the most logical assumption.

Virgilio "Dean" Velasco Jr
Department of Electrical Eng'g and Applied Physics 

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 23:02:37 GMT
From: hummel@athena.mit.edu (Franklin Hummel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :(
  
   A big * yawn *
  
   Anyone else out there find the introduction of yet -another- "enemy" for
the Federation to fight be just one big bore and but one more sign of how
intellectually and dramatically bankrupt STAR TREK has become?
  
  n To me, the reason why Berman and all killed THE NEXT GENERATION is the
task of writing for it had become too much of an intellectual stretch for
the staff-writers.  So they created DEEP SPACE NINE so they could deal with
"dramatic conflict" by having the characters blast phrasers and photon
torpedoes at each other and so we the viewers would come to believe the
quality of an episode is supposed to be judge by how many starships are
destroyed.
  
   Of course, this is what has been planned all along by Berman and Piller:
originally a war was suppose to start at the end of DS9's 1st season - I
believe with the Carrasdians but, they delayed doing this for some reason
until the just-ended 2nd season.  And, of course, since the Cardassians
have become something beyond the stereotypical villains they were at first,
they had to create a new (but still just as stereotypical) villain to go to
war with.
  
   It is So-Much-Easier to write about big explosions than to write a
thought-provoking and dramatically powerful episode like TNG's "The Measure
of a Man".
  
   The ratings of TNG dropped in its last several years from what they were
around 1991.  Recent ratings show that DS9 has almost -25%- less an
audience than TNG did in 1993-1994.  So, it seems there are other Trekkers
how there who realize that Berman's/Piller's STAR TREK is -not- Gene
Roddenberry's STAR TREK.
  
   But, the other hand, to judge from the messages in rec.arts.sf.tv, there
seem to be a fair number of Trekkers who -believe- STAR TREK is supposed to
be about how many phrase blasts you have per episode and that quality drama
is how many times a galaxy-class starship is blown up.
  
   I guess P. T. Barnum was right.
  
Frank Hummel
hummel@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 18:24:11 GMT
From: sparky@strikebase.feast_of_vultures.com (Sparky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :(

The best line was when Elf-Woman [:-)] dismissed the entire Federation when
asked if she was a founder.

"They wouldn't waste their time with you."

Hee hee. Loved it.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 94 00:30:03 GMT
From: nated66413@aol.com (NateD66413)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DS9's New Enemy

I watched the season finale last night (when it airs here in central Iowa)
and thoroughly enjoyed it. The Dominion seem pretty fierce, all right.
Just as with the Borg, Starfleet will have to develop new technology to
counter this new threat. But what about the woman who returned with Sisko
and the others, then disappeared after issuing a veiled threat? And do you
think the new Bajoran colony was really destroyed, as was suggested? It
seems powerful new enemies are de rigeur - how about the Shadow forces on
Babylon 5, for instance?

I'll be looking forward to the future...

Nate

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 13:50:44 GMT
From: mlj44080@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Michael L. Jacobs)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Space Rangers coming to video in Three Volumes

According to this week's catalogue the short lived CBS series Space Rangers
will be released in July in three simultaneous volumes that cover all the
episodes... It's being given the name 'Saga of the SpaceRangers' or some
similar nonsense.  Goos luck convincing your store to order them, although
the cover art looks attractive and will probably gather attention at least
while it's on a New Release wall...Now if I could only speed up the release
date for V :)

Michael L. Jacobs
mlj44080@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 17:29:04 GMT
From: ryankay@aol.com (RyanKay)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Thunderbirds are "Go" in US

This appeared in the June 9, 1994 edition of the _Los Angeles Times_:

"_Thunderbirds,_ a futuristic 1960s action series that pioneered
"supermarionation" - a complex animation process involving hand wires and
puppetry - will be resurrected on Fox's Saturday morning lineup as a weekly
summer series beginning July 2.  The original hour-long episodes will be
edited into 30-minute programs and "updated" with new graphics and music.
The series focuses on an eccentric millionaire who operates an
international rescue unit employing special "Thunderbird" spacecraft."

RyanKay@aol.com
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Date: 8 Jun 94 15:23:01 GMT
From: entity@valinor.mythical.com (Clark Parkhurst)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: AKIRA

				   AKIRA
		     A film review by Clark Parkhurst
		      Copyright 1994 Clark Parkhurst

Directed and created by: Katsuhiro Otomo
Released by: Streamline Pictures (USA)
English adaptation by: Michael Haller
Music by: Shoji Yamashiro
Produced by: Ryohei Suzuki
RUNNING TIME: 124 minutes

   AKIRA may be the best and most well told example of Japanese animation
ever.  AKIRA, based on the graphic novel and comic book series by Katsuhiro
Otomo has all the elements of great story and is at or should be at the top
of its film genre.

   Tetsuo is a young man whom is just trying to be one of the guys.  But,
thirty years in the future, after a global nuclear war is what the earth
has suffered.  And as a result: Tokyo blown to smithereens by a powerful
psychic force known as Akira.  Now, Tokyo has been rebuilt and renamed
Neo-Tokyo.  Two rival biker gangs control the city and Tetsuo just happens
to be on the winning team until he runs into a child on his motorcycle and
he turns into a Tetsuo-on-a-stick.

   Suddenly, Tetsuo and his buddies are surrounded by lights, sirens, and
the military.  The strange boy, along with Tetsuo, are taken away to a
special hospital where they are trying to find the secrets to this Akira
force.

   Meanwhile, Tetsuo's fellow gang members have been arrested and are being
interrogated by the police and military who have joined forces to battle
against the rebellion of the citizens of Neo-Tokyo.

   Back at the hospital, it seems that Tetsuo is showing the same patterns
as the Akira patterns, and that could spell the destruction of Neo-Tokyo if
these 'patterns' are not kept under control.  Tetsuo soon escapes from the
hospital and steals his friend's, Kanada, bike, only to be met up with the
rival gang, The Clowns.

   Tetsuo's girlfriend is raped and beaten while Tetsuo is about to watch
Kanada's bike go up in flames, which ironically compares Tetsuo's friend's
bike to his girlfriend.  The outcome: a Tim the Tool Man Taylor 'machines
are better then women' quote that leads to Kanada and the rest of the gang
coming to the rescue.  The scene soon fades to a violent beating of one of
the clowns by Tetsuo and then the Akira patterns kicking in with Tetsuo
having delusions.  Soon, the military comes and frisks Tetsuo away to the
hospital for a second time.

   Well, a lot of side tracking goes on and on ... and on, but mark my
words: "Every cel of animation in this film is important."  It *is* the
most detailed and thought out script of Japanese animation ever made.  It
joins the ranks of such greats as RANMA 1/2, DOMINION, the "Bubblegum"
series and the American HEAVY METAL animated feature film.

   Now, back to the story.  Tetsuo soon finds himself with amazing powers.
He also finds that he is not the only one that possesses these
extraterrestrial powers.  It seems that the boy he hit with his motorcycle
is part of the family that he is joining quickly.  Tetsuo must make a
decision.  One that is imperative to the survival of Neo-Tokyo: Will he
join the family and tame his powers or will he be a cocky half-assed twit
and defiantly destroy Neo-Tokyo?  I think that Tetsuo has death,
Destruction, and not to mention revenge on his mind.

   Everyone in Neo-Tokyo is in either panic or glorification.  Some know of
Tetsuo's powers and abilities.  Others think that Tetsuo is "the Great"
Akira.  One question lingers in his head: What is this Akira?  The other
psychics are pushing him to the edge, pounding his brain with challenges
the Akira still has more power.  And, as a power hungry bastard, Tetsuo
goes to find the one that is more powerful.  Tetsuo loses it, and all is
surrounded by a blinding white light.  You know the rest.

   Not very often does a motion picture, animated or not touch you in a way
that you gape at every movement, or word that comes from this.  AKIRA grips
you, and takes you, literally, thirty years in the future and shows you
that like the medieval stories of wizards and warriors, dragons and knights
still is there.  Its LAWNMOWER MAN times 10.

   One of the best things about this that other movies in the comic genre
failed to do was have the person who knows the story, characters, and other
tidbits behind the cameras.  BATMAN and THE CROW (not that THE CROW was
bad) could have been more fluent with their present and complete storylines
if the creator and illustrator of the comic books and graphic novels were
behind it.  Think what it would be like if Bob Kane, directed the BATMAN
motion picture?  Sleep on it.

Clark Parkhurst
entity@valinor.mythical.com
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Date: 5 Jun 94 19:09:01 GMT
From: stormbear@aol.com (StormBear)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Graven Image and THE CROW

The wind was blowing and the Moon was full when I met Brandon Lee at
Wilmingtons Carolco Studios.  I was drooling at the possibility of having
my shop produce the fine scale models for this "high impact (as the
producer called it) film".  Brandon, a gaffer named "Pete", and I drove
down to Carolina Beach to one of those Beach Pool Halls, where we drank
some beer, shot some pool and shot the s***.  Brandon and Pete beat the
crap outta me and Pete got $20 of my money.

Due to the extremely low price (below material cost) that I was asked to do
the job for, I had to decline.  So I set my sights on other films.

Months passed and THE CROW began principal photography.  Soon after that,
wild rumors were in full swing about how bad and unsafe the production was.
It was even whispered that the Execs @ Carolco were concerned. Things fell,
people had 'little' accidents....then Brandon left us...needlessly.

I had mixed emotions when the production started back up.  I saw it as a
slap in the face of the man that had beat me at pool, but I also saw it as
a chance to give him a good memorial.  Last night, my wife and I went to
see THE CROW; I to say my farewells.  Then I saw why THE CROW was finished
and put to screen; to go towards someone's house payment!

I may be a tad bitter or have more hate in my spit than most other folks,
but after seeing the post from ALIASID, I really had to get this off my
chest.

I feel that the producers of THE CROW are cheap, slimy, self-serving,
careless plantation owner types; not caring one damn bit about Brandon or
anyone else on the set.  The 'dedication' to Brandon and his fiance' was at
the end and lasted for about 80 frames.  It didn't even say "Geee, Brandon.
We hate you got killed for our flick and NONE of the money is going towards
a charity" or "This film stands as a memorial to Brandon Lee.  He will be
loved forever."  Even a Bible verse would have been a better gesture than
the simpleton words at the end of the film when most of the people are
already out of the theater and on their way to RocDonalds for fries.

This folder may not be the right place for this post but some of us work on
sets and need to back up our buds when the 'suits' just don't care.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 03:16:27 GMT
From: mcirvin@scws38.harvard.edu (Matt McIrvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Project Genesis:beware

David <bnhirsch@wisslc1.weizmann.ac.il> wrote:
>I just rented a video called Project Genesis this weekend.  It was
>horrible!!!  Has anyone else seen this dog?

Ah, yes, stunningly bad.  If you look closely you will find that the
original title was "Strange Horizons"; I suspect it was made for TV.

It's Canadian, and thus doesn't share in the peculiar sort of badness
characteristic of bad American movie/TV SF; rather it has its own quite
different sort of badness, which it possesses in the extreme.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 23:23:48 GMT
From: cc103@city.ac.uk (NORMAN S L)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Darkman

Does anybody know if Sam Raimi had/has any planns of making a sequel to
Darkman, as he left the ending pretty open.

Stephen Norman
Nogssoft Software
cc103@fred.cs.city.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 02:26:26 GMT
From: demeter@eskimo.com (Tony Anderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Darkman 2

   I was watching CNN's SHOWBIZ TODAY yesterday and they said there has
been a DARKMAN 2 made and will be out shortly straight-to-video! Is Raimi
connected with it? Don't know. Anyone know?  

Tony Anderson
demeter@eskimo.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 00:27:46 GMT
From: ad750@freenet.carleton.ca (Daniel Raeside)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Darkman 2

I seem to remember that Sam Raimi is indeed involved with the direct to
video DARKMAN (which is really rip off of THE SHADOW, But cool nonetheless)
sequels.

The villain from the first film who was in L.A. LAW returns for DARKMAN 3.

Eric

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 14:19:40 GMT
From: prfo3@central.susx.ac.uk (Mark James Constable Esq.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ghost In The Machine-wiggly science (spoilers)

Got the film out last night and decided that the finale was crap.

The baddie is trapped as a cluster of particles in the control-room of a
large particle accelerator.  A large magnetic field surrounds the coils of
this apparatus.  Somebody shoots a hole in the window and he is
miraculously sucked out of the window and into the accelerator.

Anti-magnetic glass, that's a new one.

When this happens, metal on the bodies of the goodies starts pulling them
towards the hole-AT A RANGE OF ABOUT 50 FEET!

That's a lot of Tesla...

I can't be arsed to work out how much.

Mark James Constable
M.J.Constable@susx.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 07:59:17 GMT
From: aod@wimsey.bc.ca (Alain O. Duranceau)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: NEW Planet of the Apes

How can someone not be a fan of those funny simians?

What I know:

A while ago, director John Landis wanted to revive the Apes series,
apparently failed to revive the studio's interest and the project died.
Recently, the project came back to life apparently helmed by Oliver Stone.
Supposedly it won't be a remake of the original or a followup to Battle but
a brand new story.

What I want to know:

Where to get info about the Apes project, on the net or in the real world.
Any Informations or rumors that you'd have heard or read. Synopsis, dates,
cast, studio, makeup, anything...

Information about the old movies is also welcome. TV series is of little
interest.

Please e-mail me at aod@wimsey.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 07:41:22 GMT
From: ronm@crl.com (Ronald Mendricks)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DISASTER IN TIME

I just saw DISASTER IN TIME on one of the premium cable channels.  I loved
it!

The credits said it was based on a short story called VINTAGE SEASON by
O'Donnell and Moore.

Does anyone know where I can read this story?  Where did it appear?  Did it
win any awards?

If you get a chance, see the film.  It was fun!

Ron
ronm@crl.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 01:09:33 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DISASTER IN TIME

ronm@crl.com (Ronald Mendricks) writes:
> The credits said it was based on a short story called VINTAGE SEASON
> by O'Donnell and Moore.  

Nope.   Novella, about 10,000 words.  Credited to C.L. Moore only.

> Does anyone know where I can read this story?  Where did it appear?

"Vintage Season," credited to "C.L. Moore," first appeared in the
September, 1946 issue of "ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION."
 Since then, it's been collected in zillions of anthologies and several
collections of C.L. Moore's work.
 "C.L. Moore" was Catherine L. Moore, also known as "Mrs. Henry Kuttner."
After they married in 1938, it was very difficult to keep track of which of
them wrote what, and they normally used bunches of pseudonyms, of which
"Lawrence O'Donnell" was one; the fact that the movie credits read, "from
the novella by C.L. Moore and Lawrence O'Donnell," is a hoot, since they
*should* read, "...C.L. Moore and Henry Kuttner."  Internal evidence in the
story indicates that it was almost entirely her work, with perhaps a minor
"polish" job by Kuttner; they used to pass things back and forth all the
time.

> Did it win any awards?

Nope.  The first Hugo Awards weren't given until the early fifties.

> If you get a chance, see the film.  It was fun!

The movie takes a number of liberties with the original plotline, and
re-arranges things a bit; however, I'm certain that Moore would not have
been at all offended, because it's very faithful to her original concept
and mood; and it's a good story.

Titled "THE GRAND TOUR: Disaster In Time," the movie is available on video
tape for purchase or rental, and is fortunately not hard to find, since
it's a great job.  The best part of it is that the movie was apparently
made in Oregon by a whole bunch of folks you never heard of in your whole
life, and they all did one heckuvva fine job with it.  I keep looking for
the names in the credits, now....

Recommended.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 23:23:47 GMT
From: spampina@shaggy.cis.upenn.edu (Joe Spampinato)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Final Approach

I rented this film and posted about it a while back, but I don't remember
reading any other comments on it.  I really liked it, mostly because I
didn't know what it was about - and spent the whole movie (except the
mind-blowing last five minutes) trying to figure out what happened to the
protagonist.

Just curious - am I the only fan of this movie?

Joe Spampinato.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 07:55:16 GMT
From: daberg@leland.stanford.edu (David A Bergman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kubrick, AI

Does anyone have any information on Stanley Kubrick's upcoming movie AI.

All I have heard is that he didn't think the fx were up to it in '87 (?).
Supposedly, he thinks they are now.

Aaron

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 06:17:04 GMT
From: dimitril@aol.com (Dimitri L)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kubrick, AI

The only thing that's come out is that it's based on Brian Aldiss' 1969
story "Super-Toys Last All Summer Long."  Anyone read this story?

Dimitri

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 13:05:42 GMT
From: jackson@giotto.jsc.nasa.gov (al jackson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Five Million Years to Earth

I think what made QUATERMASS AND THE PIT so good for me was that after
slogging through so many awful xenophobic 'Look Out! It's Loose!' alien
stories from the bad SF films of the 50's, it was refreshing to have such
an intelligent story. Kneale showed his knowledge of prose SF in the
screenplay for this film. He builds the story on questions that all have a
logic and tenability to them. Who says logic cannot be fun?  In fact it's
the attention to these kinds of details in Kneale's screenplay that makes
the film such a kick in the pants.  I wish every hack SF film writer there
ever was could be made to sit down watch this film 800 times just to see
that intelligent SF = entertainment!

I too would rank QUATERMASS AND THE PIT as one of the best SF films at
least in the top 20... but I would >not< under any circumstances rank it
ahead of 2001 and BLADERUNNER.  It's at least of equal rank with DAY THE
EARTH STOOD STILL or a few other thoughtful SF films.

(Besides some underfunded FX work in the film the only fault I found with
the screenplay was when the Martian 'overmind' got loose and all our
Martian possessed brothers and sisters had their racial memories awakened.
I thought Kneale took too long to get to this. I thought it would have been
great to have this conflict between the 'pure' humans and the half-Martians
more elaborated... also some good possible action here... at least more
than was in the film.)

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 00:44:12 GMT
From: cproch1@umbc.edu (Max)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Escape from New York: Director's Cut

  Has anyone seen the Escape From New York Director's cut yet? I was
wondering how good it is and how different it is from the original.  Post
your findings so us John Carpenter fans will know the deal.
  I did see on the tape carton's back a picture with Donald Pleasance/the
President talking on the phone. It looks like it takes place previous to
the 1st time we see him in the original.

"They're savages, Mr. President!"

Max

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 04:52:20 GMT
From: rtravsky@uwyo.edu (Rich Travsky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Goof in Batman

I have discovered what I believe to a new goof in the first Batman movie.
It is not in the goof list recently posted by Michael Gaines, nor do I
recall it being posted before (though it has been a few years since it came
out, and I could've missed it...). Corrections welcome.

#Batman
- - Towards the end of the movie when Batman is flying the batplane,
  there is a continuity goof involving the doors covering the plane's
  machine guns. There is a distance shot of the batplane from the 
  port side; as the batplane starts its dive, the port side gun door
  opens, then the scene changes to Batman flipping some switches.
  Then there's a return shot to the port side of the batplane, a
  closeup, and the machine gun door opens again.

Richard Travsky
Division of Information Technology   
University of Wyoming
rtravsky@uwyo.edu
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Today's Topics:

		     Television - Babylon 5 (12 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 May 94 18:52:37 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: TKO and Judaism

> Also, why in the spaced world would a Jewish family hang on to a
> "samovar?". It is as I am sure you know a Russian, not a Jewish artifact.
> If the point implied was that Ivanova's family is really THAT
> assimilated, its relations with the Rabbi are just too good to be true.

Oh, give us a break!  I know a bunch of, not just Reform, but Orthodox
families whose history involves time spent in Russia, who have samovar-
type tea services, and they're prized heirlooms.  Come to think of it, I
know one Reform Jewish family who have a nice samovar, who've never been
*near* Russia.  (And their favorite menorah is cast from the brass of
military belt buckles, but that's another story.)

> Also, I have to agree with an earlier message about the sexist overtones
> in the episode. You did a great job showing the "upset little girl" in
> this intimidatingly strong female characters. I am sure that the audience
> that that bit was intended for will appreciate the favor.

Gee, now people can't be human.  She's got to be the same shade of
fatalistic Russian Oak all the way through?  For the benefit of sexist
"feminists" who are looking for an excuse to chastise the writers, this
ain't it.  Note that Garibaldi has a couple of major problems and
unresolved hassles in his background, Sinclair is a complete mess, Winters
is still grappling with a badly warped value system, G'Kar turns to pudding
in the face of an *unknown* threat, Londo is terrified he'll die or be
relieved before he can make a Difference...

All you've REALLY done, honey, is announced to the world that you'd fallen
in love with, or completely identified with, Ivanova, and felt betrayed
when someone wrote a script about her that let her be so human that you
felt sympathy, emotion, and vulnerability.

Well, wake up and smell the ERA, hon.  Mature human beings ARE vulnerable.
Chastising the writer for doing a reasonable story, and doing it well, just
makes you funny in public.

> Notwithstanding the above, it was an OK ... excuse my GENUINE
> Russian-Jewish-immigrant harshness... episode. I truly hope silly
> cultural errors and occasional chauvinist remarks would not undermine the
> great potential of the series I otherwise enjoy.

You seem to have forgotten that this show is set over TWENTY-SIX DECADES in
the future.  You have NO WAY of knowing what the culture is like, at that
point, and your remarks are inappropriate and uncalled for.

260 years ago, you, as a woman, could not have legally owned property in
most of the USA.  260 years ago, you CERTAINLY couldn't have voted, and
you'd not have been allowed access to a real education, and most likely
would not have known how to sign your own name.
 
THINGS CHANGE.  And while, in the main, the portrayal of Jewish culture I
saw followed current patterns, it DOES NOT HAVE TO.  Note previous comments
other folks have made about both men and women sitting shivah together in
the script; this is still not the custom in many places.

> Personally, I think my fiancee let you off easily. She definitely
> screamed at you more quietly than she screamed at me about the episode.
> Do you know what 'poslednee govno' means? She still wont tell me.

Literally translated, it means "the last fecal output."  What she meant by
it is anybody's guess, since no one of Russian background would use such a
phrase in public; nyeh kooltoortnee.

> I also think you might want to reconsider further employment of the
> writer(s) responsible for this dud.

AH, not only do you have problems with objective evaluation and foreign
language, you're literacy-challenged as well!  Next time have someone read
the screen credits to you; the writer's name is "Larry DiTillio."  Make
note of it, because chances are you'll be seeing a lot of it, over the next
few years.  He's a good writer, doing an excellent job with the thankless
task of filling in the characters and background details that JMS won't
need to make direct use of for months or years.
 
It would be very difficult for JMS to "reconsider further employment" of
the man, since L. DiT. is the Executive Story Consultant for the series,
and Knows All The Secrets.  If they actually were to let him go, he'd be in
a magnificent position to blackmail them for years.....

"All right, I want forty percent of your budget this year, or I go to
 'CINEFANTASTIQUE' with all the details.    And if anything happens to 
 me, my lawyers all have packages they're to hand-deliver to 'STARLOG.'"

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 07:36:24 GMT
From: thunt@silver.ucs.indiana.edu (Thomas Hunt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: what could have saved TKO...

   I don't think TKO needed to be saved, but the plot I anticipated part
way through was that the fighter would end up turning to the drugs he was
banned for, to help him win.  Then he'd get addicted and turn to Garibaldi
for help, tying in with G's alcohol problems.

   This didn't seem like a time-filler plot to me, though.  The fight got
media attention, and just might have helped bring humans and aliens closer
together, on the sports fan level v.s. the political level.
   I'm going to be looking for Universe Today headlines pronouncing Walker
Smith the new boxing champ!

Tom Hunt
IU Astronomy

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 07:52:36 GMT
From: jrdaily@aurora.st.usm.edu (John Daily)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO & Universe Today

Unfortunately, the Indianapolis station which broadcasts B5 has truly
horrible video quality. Picture an old, rather scratchy LP, and you'd have
the audio equivalent of what I'm putting up with. Rather sad that such
great graphics are lost on the Indy viewing audience.

However, not much any of you can do about that. My real question: Has
anyone compiled a list of the headlines seen in Universe Today to this
point? I'd love to see the ones that have appeared, since I doubt I'd be
able to decipher them on this station.

Also, a comment on TKO: Caliban (sp?) never really answered Garibaldi's
question. Judging by the general level of honour apparent in the Mutai, his
answer may be sufficient, but any speculations on ulterior motives? I
certainly hope his character is fleshed out in the future. It's nice to see
what would be throw-away characters on another (to remain nameless) SF show
stick around.

John Daily
jrdaily@indyunix.iupui.edu
jrdaily@aurora.st.usm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 08:41:07 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: E Con (ECONomics 101) & JMS

   We've tried very hard not to let the merchandising get out of hand.  I
pretty much sat on it during our first season, and am now letting a few
things go, like the CDRom, the soundtrack, the comic, some novels, and a
few other things.  But this was never intended to be a *franchise*, and I
would really rather not see it become one.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 30 May 94 16:05:17 GMT
From: perricone@wsyd.com (Frank Perricone)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS-read Re: TKO

gharlane@nextnet.csus.edu said:
> There *should* have been one line where Bikel's character pulls out a
> small credit-card sized "notebook," taps it a couple of times, (SFX:
> beeping) reads the display, and nods.
>
> "Indeed.  Quite kosher," and digs in.

I agree except for one thing: the rabbi didn't even have the word
"commlink" far up enough in his stack to be comfortable with it, he
wouldn't have such a device.  But Susan could and probably should.  Her
reply could have been either "I checked the database earlier, yes, it's
kosher" or "Let me check..." and then all you describe above.  In fact, she
could even say something like "yes, according to this it was approved as
kosher by the <insert official-sounding name of Talmudic Interpretation
Agency, either a real modern-day one if such exists or a fictional one>
after [amused smile] only seventy-eight hours of debate!"

Oh, well, no use in crying over water under the bridge behind us now.  :)

Frank Perricone
perricone@wsyd.com
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Date: 30 May 94 16:09:51 GMT
From: triadinc@netcom.com (Anime Triad)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: TKO & A CONCIDENCE? (JMS PLEASE READ)

First the 'concidence'.... my fiance and I are to be wed on 8/27/94, which
is the day that the season finale is being shown here.. (:

Also on TKO:

(spoiler alert)

Okay... 
TKO is a simple story.  And it, of course, is hard to follow a "WHAM!"
episode with something that IS NOT an "Wham!" episode.

This episode was PRIMARILY about Ivanova, continuing on her character
development AND continuing a plot thread from "Born to the Purple".
Although the "B story" is the keeper of the title this time, that is all it
is, a "b-story".  As for the person who was incredibly upset about it being
a tie, you missed what the story was about.. it was about 'respect and
courage'

I'm not saying the b-story (the "tko" part of it) was great.. but it wasn't
as bad as some are saying.  The A-story (Ivanova) was superb.

Lee Thompson & Melissa Venaas (soon to be Thompson)
triadinc@netcom.com
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Date: 30 May 94 17:42:10 GMT
From: clavazzi@nyx.cs.du.edu (The_Doge)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO

JMS <babylon5@solaris.cc.vt.edu> wrote:
>   At one point, there was a discussion in the scene about the whole
>gills/scales/fins issue, to define kosher...but it *really* brought the
>scene to a screaming standstill, and we needed to concentrate on the
>relationships at that moment.

   Sounds reasonable.  And in any case, my S.O. (who is Jewish) was
watching the scene with me and thought that the Rabbi's response about the
alien fish not being mentioned in the Torah was pretty amusing.  In fact,
this episode helped convince her that she's been selling the series short
and needs to go back and actually *watch* some of the earlier shows that
she'd only seen in bits and pieces while doing the laundry.
   Looks like you got another convert there...>:-)>

clavazzi@nyx.cs.du.edu
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Date: 30 May 94 17:55:17 GMT
From: clavazzi@nyx.cs.du.edu (The_Doge)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO: Sexism in Space

Frank Perricone <perricone@wsyd.com> wrote:
>I think that most of these stereotypes are only seen because she's taking
>this episode out of context.  Admittedly, it was a little lopsided.  But I
>doubt that female boxers will be common even in 2258.

   Among humans, perhaps.  That's not to say there aren't races in which
the females are bigger and stronger than the males.
   My S.O. and I were discussing this, and it occurred to me that humans
weren't the only races absent from the Mutai.  There were no Narns,
Minbari, OR Centauri either in the ring or in the crowd.  Could it be that
the only races interested in the Mutai are precisely those with two sexes
AND in which the males are generally larger and more aggressive than the
females?  This would obviously leave out the Narns, since (based on what
I've seen) there's not a lot of difference between Narn males and females
in this respect.  It would also leave out the Minbari, for both biological
and cultural reasons.  The Centauri I'm not sure about...
   So, yeah, the Mutai is pretty obviously a male-bonding, I'm-bigger-
than-you-are kind of thing, but only those races who are inclined that way
in the first place appear to be interested.  For all I know, it's not even
supported by a majority of the races in the B5 universe; it's hard to tell
from this episode.  Sexuality appears to be a bit more complicated here
than in (say) the "Trek" universe.  

clavazzi@nyx.cs.du.edu
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Date: 30 May 94 22:29:42 GMT
From: ggodwin@jabba.cybernetics.net (Greg Godwin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "TKO"

What is the problem with "TKO", particularly the fighting scene?  So far,
there hasn't been an episode of Babylon 5 that I completely disliked, and I
rate "TKO" my personal favorite.  Why?  Nobody says that the future is
going to be any different than it is now.  I like the fact that a
futuristic television show can take events from this century and transform
them to another.  What do you want from B5?  It's got all you can ask for:
action, comedy, drama.  The fighting scene was just another area in which
there is racial tension between human and non-humans.  It just shows that
there are aliens who are prejudiced against humans.  Walker Smith just
paved a way for the aliens and humans to get along.  Regardless of how you
may interpret this post, I'll still like "TKO" and any episode that is
similiar.

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 07:09:05 GMT
From: keeper@cats.ucsc.edu (Ron O'Dell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Homocentrism in TKO

Yes, it was any race who are Mutari who could be in the Mutai, not "any
race but humans."

However, it seemed odd when one of the Mutari said that humans were
invading their lands, taking over this that and the other.  That sounds
like Star Trek humans.  Babylon 5 humans always seemed to be the new, weak,
kids on the block - not the colonial vermin of Trek.

It seemed to me that Larry had forgotten for a moment what show he was
writing for.  Trek has tainted our minds and made us believe that we'll
always be the super-powerful force and that aliens will fear us.  Until
that line in TKO, B5 had been refreshing in its treatment, showing that
it's humans in fear of the far greater number of aliens.  Even in the same
episode, the rabbi's "Bozhe moi!" showed this.

Ron O'Dell
keeper@cats.ucsc.edu
keeper@armory.com
keeper@ucscb.ucsc.edu
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Date: 31 May 94 11:41:03 GMT
From: hughe881@crow.csrv.uidaho.edu (Mark Hughes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO: Sexism in Space

(clavazzi@nyx.cs.du.edu) writes:
>My S.O. and I were discussing this, and it occurred to me that humans
>weren't the only races absent from the Mutai.  There were no Narns,
>Minbari, OR Centauri either in the ring or in the crowd.

  Correction - there are several Centauri in the crowd, and a few Narn as
well.  I didn't see any Minbari, but the Cthulhu-heads were there...  Watch
the match Walker and Garibaldi go to again...  Plenty of recognizable
races.

>It would also leave out the Minbari, for both biological and cultural
>reasons.

  Actually, I don't think we've seen a Minbari warrior yet, they may not be
puny little munchkins like the Priests or Workers.  And thinking back to
Soul Hunter, where Doc says "A human that lost that much blood would be
dead.  She's incredibly tough - no wonder they did so well in the War, they
just kept going..."  I wouldn't want even Delenn in the ring with me, based
on that...

Mark Hughes
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Date: 31 May 94 15:50:02 GMT
From: jdnicoll@engrg.uwo.ca (James Nicoll + Jasmine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Homocentrism in TKO

Ron O'Dell <keeper@cats.ucsc.edu> wrote:
>However, it seemed odd when one of the Mutari said that humans were
>invading their lands, taking over this that and the other.  That sounds
>like Star Trek humans.  Babylon 5 humans always seemed to be the new,
>weak, kids on the block - not the colonial vermin of Trek.

   The EA has low-tech 'clients', who are provided with services from the
EA [military protection*, infrastructure improvement**, and cultural
improvement*** at a guess] in exchange for a trifling quantity of natural
resources in return. This is according the Word of JMS, if memory serves.

>It seemed to me that Larry had forgotten for a moment what show he was
>writing for.  Trek has tainted our minds and made us believe that we'll
>always be the super-powerful force and that aliens will fear us.

   The EA *is* one of the Big Five. We might be one of lesser Big Five, but
the independent worlds appear to be even more minor.  It seems to be a bit
like Belgium in the 19th Century: not really an effective military power in
*Europe* [More like a speed-bump on the road to Paris] but more than
capable of dominating regions in Africa.

>  Until that line in TKO, B5 had been refreshing in its treatment, showing
>that it's humans in fear of the far greater number of aliens.  Even in the
>same episode, the rabbi's "Bozhe moi!" showed this.

   I've seen similar reactions from provincial people from many
regions****: it just means the Rabbi's neighborhood doesn't have many ETs.

James Nicoll

* If only from rampaging 'rogue' economic powers based on Earth: "Give us a
  base and we'll make sure Coors doesn't process you to make Zima.
  Otherwise you are out of our jurisdiction and we can do nothing."

** Mines, and the means to exploit them for Earth's benefit.

*** The work ethic, as the local economy becomes based on goods and
    services only earnable by working for EA companies.

**** My personal favorite are the tourist-scum who think the local
     Mennonites are a variety of colourful animal provided by Waterloo
     County for the tourists' viewing pleasure. "Golly, Martha, a
     Mennonite. You pin it down while I get the video-camera. Don't ruffle
     its distinctive black plumage: hit in the head instead."
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Today's Topics:

	Books - Allen (3 msgs) & Asimov & Butler & Card (3 msgs) &
                Clarke (2 msgs) & Hugh Cook & Crichton (3 msgs) &
                Carolyn Cushman & Delany

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 16:59:00 GMT
From: ssaunder@fox.nstn.ns.ca ("Steve Saunders & Bev Richardson")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Roger MacBride Allen

Someone mentioned Torch of Honour and Rogue Powers. This is the first I
have heard of these two books by him. What are they about? Are they good?
Are they still in print?

Beverley Richardson

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 23:21:18 GMT
From: jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu (Technoknight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Roger MacBride Allen

ssaunder@FOX.NSTN.NS.CA ("Steve Saunders & Bev Richardson") writes:
>Someone mentioned Torch of Honour and Rogue Powers. This is the first I 
>have heard of these two books by him. What are they about? Are they good? 
>Are they still in print?

I haven't read those, but his RING OF CHARON was a 9.5 on a 10 scale, IMHO.
Excellent plot + "hard" science in sci-fi.  Better than Asimov or Cadian.
The basic plot involves transdimensional travel, a Dyson sphere-sized
computer, gravity control (like our radio wave control), and Man's place in
the universe.

RING OF CHARON is supposed to be the first book in Allen's THE HUNTED EARTH
series.  Has he made the sequel yet?

Jeremy H. Pace
NC State, Raleigh   
jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu
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Date: 21 Jun 94 18:14:47 GMT
From: jfc@athena.mit.edu (John F Carr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Roger MacBride Allen

<jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu> wrote:
>I haven't read those, but his RING OF CHARON was a 9.5 on a 10 scale,
>IMHO.  Excellent plot + "hard" science in sci-fi.

I thought the plot was flawed: the characters reached conclusions which
were correct but not justified by the available data.

I have a lesser complaint about the cover: it didn't seem to be related to
the story inside.  Did anyone find a scene in the book to match the cover?
I didn't notice one.

John Carr
jfc@mit.edu
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Date: 16 Jun 94 06:57:25 GMT
From: sauron@eeserver.ee.nus.sg (Soh Kam Yung)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ANNOUNCE: WWW version of FAQ on Isaac Asimov

Edward Seiler and John Jenkins have worked on an FAQ on Isaac Asimov for
the group alt.books.isaac-asimov.

I'm pleased to announce that a WWW version of the FAQ is now available via
the following URL:

http://www.lightside.com/SpecialInterest/asimov/asimov-faq.html

Many thanks to Fred Condo who allowed the FAQ to reside at the server at
Lightside, Inc.

Soh Kam Yung
sauron@ee.nus.sg
engp3010@leonis.nus.sg
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Date: 17 Jun 94 13:33:27 GMT
From: seashore@pirinen.demon.co.uk (Anetta Meriranta Pirinen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Octavia Butler

You enjoyed "Dawn", so you might want to know what happens next. The
sequels are "Adulthood Rites", which is very good, but the last one,
"Imago", IHMO wasn't as strong and as good as the earlier ones.

I also recommend "Wildseed". And "Kindred", it is disturbing, strong,
realistic and extremely effective. Definitely worth reading and rereading.

Unfortunately I don't have a list of Butler's works and I seem to have
forgotten the name of the latest, of which there was aome talk in the
newsgroup a while ago. No fear that the paperback will hit these shores
shortly, though.

Anetta
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Date: 15 Jun 94 15:14:38 GMT
From: B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card's Homecoming series...so far

Nathan D. Johnson (njohnson@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu) wrote:
>well, as I understand it, it is about the Book of Mormon. 

I read the first two without reading the BoM and still found it interesting
(amazing, huh?).  It does come over as being quite philosophical and
introspective, although I couldn't quite get the gist of exactly what the
point was. Perhaps another variation on mankind needing to be challenged
rather than lose free will? I think that it would also be all too easy to
mistake this for another Eddings type adventure story.

Barry Traish
93 Stanningley Road
Armley, Leeds LS12 3NW UK
B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk
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Date: 17 Jun 94 09:56:56 GMT
From: B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk (BG TRAISH)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card's Homecoming series...so far

Mike Stanczyk (stanczyk@benji.colorado.EDU) wrote:
>Would someone please explain how the Book of Mormon has anything to do
>with Homecoming series?

It is a retelling of some of parts of the BoM, some people have said almost
word for word. Check out Nephi I.

Barry Traish
93 Stanningley Road
Armley, Leeds LS12 3NW UK
B.G.Traish@bradford.ac.uk
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Date: 20 Jun 94 11:41:23 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: new Card stuff?

kim@sun.lclark.edu (John Kim) writes:
>Now that Card's homecoming series is all done, does anyone know what Card
>is up to now? I used to have a guest America Online account where he
>regularly downloaded his newest novels before publication.
>
>Will he be finishing up his Seventh Son series? Or how about his Ender
>Wiggin series? Anyone?

The former, then the latter.  At any rate, that's the current plan.

Of course, he's also just launched the "Mayflower" and "Pastwatch" serieses
as well, that wacky Scott.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com
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Date: 13 Jun 94 18:12:00 GMT
From: Andy@argus.demon.co.uk (Andy May)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clarke's Rama series

lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu "Michael Lichter" writes:
>> Rendezvous with Rama  - A MUST read. One of the classics.
> 
> Probably one of Clarke's most boring books.  

Shows how tastes differ. Ever since I first read it (a *long* time ago now
I have rated it as one of the most invoilving pieces of descriptive SF that
I've ever come across.

I could (and with a little mental effort still can) lose myself for hours
down on the plains in Rama.

To my mind, a stunningly good book. The sequels I'm afraid have left me
dreadfully diappointed.

Andy
andy@argus.demon.co.uk
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Date: 15 Jun 94 14:35:29 GMT
From: phydb@phyd4c4.caledonia.hw.ac.uk (David Boddie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Clarke's Rama series

  Apologies for breaking this thread up with a question, but how long has
"Rama Revealed" been available for? I was following the series, but with
'trivial' things like Physics cropping up all the time, I seem to have
missed it.

  I read the first book as part of an anthology of Clarke's books and it
left me wanting to read more so I was delighted to find that a friend had
just borrowed the 'new' sequel from the library a week later
(unintentionally good timing on my part). However, I disagree with my
friend when he says that Gentry Lee makes Clarke's books more interesting
(I think he means that there is more sex, violence, and bad language).
"Cradle" by Clarke and Lee is comparable with "Rama II" and "Garden of
Rama" in this respect. Perhaps some people are a bit disappointed with the
sequels because the initial mystery is lost somewhere in the second book...

  Regarding Clarke's other works, I would say that "A Fall of Moondust" is
one of my favourites, as are the books in the 2001 series.

David Boddie
Heriot-Watt University
phydb@caledonia.hw.ac.uk
phydb@clust.hw.ac.uk
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Date: 21 Jun 94 02:14:51 GMT
From: cs317481@dingo.cc.uq.oz.au (Dean Morris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hugh Cook readers??

Is there any-one else out there in net-land who has read the books by Hugh
Cook?  I.e. "Chronicles of an Age of Darkness"???

There seems to be no discussion of his works at all!!

I was wondering if anyone has read his other science fiction/fantasy book,
which is not part of the WW series?  It's called "The Shift".  He also
apparently written a non-sci-fi book called "Plague Summer".  Has anyone
read that either???

Does anyone know if Hugh is writing any new books?  It appears that book 10
in the series, "The Witchlord and the Weaponmaster" is the last in that
series.  Does anyone know of any new series by him?

Thanks in advance!

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 10:01:14 GMT
From: levachek@iastate.edu (Douglas K. Cooper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Andromeda Strain

Just finished reading Michael Crichton's Andromeda Strain on which the
movie was based.  In the book some of Crichton's documentation seemed based
on records available to the public. Did "Project Wildfire" really exist?

Doug Cooper
Iowa State University

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 12:45:59 GMT
From: gbell@festival.ed.ac.uk (G Bell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

>> Michael Crichton?  A sci-fi author?  To my knowledge, he's only written
>> three novels which could be considered sf - THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN,
>> SPHERE, and JP, which is only 1/4 or 1/3 of his total bibliography.  I
>> wouldn't consider him a sci-fi author.  I consider him a "mainstream"
>> author who writes some sci-fi once in a while.
>
>Also THE TERMINAL MAN and EATERS OF THE DEAD.

Well there's really two types of Crichton fiction.

1st there's work that contain some element of scientific basis, the stuff
that usually gets cited as science fiction:

Binary (Originally published under a pen-name)
The Andromeda Strain
The Terminal Man
Congo
Sphere
Jurassic Park

2nd the stuff that's seen a being more within the mainstream/thriller
genre:

The Great Train Robbery
Rising Sun
Disclosure

But he's also written quite a bit, during his time at medical school under
the psuedonyms Michael Douglas, Jeffrey Hudson and Michael Lange?  Which
include Binary. And apart from Binary, I really don't want to waste money
searching OCLC for the works written under psuedonyms, I don't really know
the earlier works.

Graham

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 94 06:50:43 GMT
From: ROBERTS@decus.ca (Rob Slade)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Jurassic Park" by Crichton

Author:     Crichton
City:       New York, NY 10003
Date:       1990
Order Info: 0-345-37077-5
Publisher:  Ballantine/Fawcett/Columbine Books
Title:      "Jurassic Park"
 
U$5.99/C$6.99
 
Crichton's book is fun and I understand that it made a good movie and a lot
of money.  Crichton, however, came under a fair amount of fire for
insisting that the book was close to reality.  Those in the field stated
that Crichton did not know as much about DNA as he thought he did.
 
Crichton doesn't know an awful lot about computers either.  A number of the
programming bugs that he cites/proposes could have been lifted from the
RISKS.FORUM Digest, but that is why no software house would touch a
realtime development project like that without being able to see the
hardware.  An "assumption" is made that hides an important factor in the
story, but this also assumes that, during the whole test period, no animal
was ever out of sight of the monitors, that no count was ever done after
animals died, and that the veterinarian didn't notice that some of the
populations under his care doubled.
 
Crichton also has to fall back on chaos theory to explain what every
programmer knows already: some projects are too big.  This was amply
demonstrated during the "Star Wars" debacle without recourse to black-robed
eccentrics.  It is likely that the mathematician, Ian Malcolm, is
Crichton's alter ego.  Although Crichton kills him off, Malcolm is right,
cheerful, and personable for all his hurling of jeremiads.  He also gets
the best speeches, and most of the best lines.
 
One of the speeches Malcolm gets, though, is exceptionally applicable to
the hacker community.  On page 306 of the paperback version (about midway
through the "Control" chapter of "Fifth Iteration") there is a speech about
how scientific knowledge is a form of inherited wealth and is acquired
without discipline.  There may be a germ of truth in that, although it may
come as a surprise to many scientists who have put long years into their
discipline and research.  In the computer world, however, it is very
definitely true.  The subtitle of Steven Levy's "Hackers: Heroes of the
Computer Revolution" may not be true of all of the computer community, but
it certainly seems to be the general attitude that the public holds.  The
computer community has very few "grand old men" but a substantial number of
young icons whose only prodigious achievement lies in being able to so
trivialize their focus that they can believe that flying toasters are
important.
 
(Crichton also doesn't know anything about boats.  In a last minute - what
else - attempt to prevent an escape of animals to the mainland, Crichton
has the Captain order, "Full ahead stern."  I guess that means you paint a
scary face on the bow before you rush the dock.)
 
copyright Robert M. Slade, 1994   

ROBERTS@decus.ca
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Date: 15 Jun 94 22:00:12 GMT
From: dani@terrazzo.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Carolyn Cushman: Witch and Wombat

Carolyn Cushman is (imo) the Locus's best reviewer.  She also tends to
consistently review books in which I'm interested, so her novel, "Witch and
Wombat", seemed like a good bet.  As it turns out, she does a competent job
within an overgrazed subgenre.  Two subgenres, in fact, as
the-fantasy-game-is-real intersects self-parodying-fantasy-world.

Hali is a witch.  This means that she lives in a hut, casts curses on rude
passers-by, gives useful if cryptic advice to younger sons who remember to
share their bread, and specializes in making people's lives miserable for
their own good.  Now, however, the magic is going away - or so claims
Bentwood, the troll who is Hali's supervisor.  (Trolls tend to gravitate to
robbery or management.)  Hali's world is sustained by ours, and people no
longer believe in the right things.

Bentwood's plan to turn people's imagination in the right direction in to
market his world as a game: Players will be told that they are travelling
and interacting through a computer-moderated virtual-reality simulation,
whereas in fact their adventures will be real.  The only problem is, it'd
be very bad for sales if the real adventures result in real fatalities, so
he blackmails/bribes Hali (and her familiar, who's turned into a wombat,
because studies show that people think wombats are cute) into guiding the
first group through.  Well, not the *only* problem; there's a more serious
one: Bentwood hasn't cleared this plan with the monsters' union.

It's competent mind-candy - a good enough read, but not as good as it might
have been if it hadn't been reworking such familiar material.

Author:     Cushman, Carolyn
Title:      Witch and Wombat
Publisher:  Warner-Questar
Date:       May, 1994
Pages:      316 pp.
Comments:   $5.50
Order Info: ISBN 0-446-60086-5

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
dani@telerama.lm.com
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Date: 14 Jun 94 18:36:09 GMT
From: Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk (Ken & Jo Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Samuel R. Delany - whatever happened to him?

Delany wrote in the afterword to the second edition (US p/b) of _Stars in
My Pocket_ that the question "When is _The Splendor and Misery of Bodies
and Cities_ coming out" has taken over from "Where do you get your ideas
from?" as most commonly asked question from fans - and goes on to say it'll
take a long time. He is GoH at Intersection, Worldcon '95 in Glasgow,
Scotland, if you want to meet him. He has a new book out in US h/b which is
not SF and I've forgotten the title. So he is still writing.

IMHO Delany is one of the most important writers of the C.20. He is
incomparable as a stylist, he has used SF as it should be used - to plunge
readers into new worlds and both dazzle and teach them something. I've been
reading Delany since I was about fourteen and he has shaped my thinking.
His statement that Fantasy is about the transition from a barter to a money
economy and SF is about the transition from a money to a credit economy
seems one of the most interesting (whether true or not) things to say about
Fantasy and SF.  The experience of reading _Tales of Neveryon_ or _Flight
from Neveryon_ is an experience that totally bowls you over.

I find his work scintillating. In fact I can't praise them enough. The
description of Rat's reading at the beginning of _SIMP_ is a description of
something indescribable and which nevertheless he does describe.  (I was
reading A.S. Byatt's _Possession_ the other day, in which the auctorial
voice remarks that the one thing that cannot be described, in a novel, is
the process of reading itself. Deleny does it *and* gives a complete
picture of a world, a history, a context - which is *Not* the world,
history and context in which his story will take place. My guesses for
_Splendor and Misery_ (If people can do it about light amusement like
Jordan then why not Delany? :)) for what they're worth:

It will certainly NOT be from the pov of Marq - he will probably be a very
minor character

It may be from the pov of Japril

The X1v will feature in it

Rat will probably be ruling at least a few planets at the beginning...

It won't be what everyone (including me) is expecting... but it will be
brilliant.

Sorry to go on at such length :)

Jo
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Date: 15 Jun 94 08:31:05 GMT
From: emjay@dorsai.org (Michael J. Lavery)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Samuel R. Delany - whatever happened to him?

   He has a new book scheduled for publication, either this month or next,
_Mad Man_ from Masquerade Books.  In addition, he is scheduled for a
reading and conference participation in event for Gay Games Cultural
Festival/Stonewall25 the last two weeks of June in NYC.

   The ISBN for _Mad Man_ is 1-56333-193-4.  It is, according to the advert
in May/June Lambda Book Report, a mystery set in NYC in the '80s and early
'90s with AIDS as a major theme.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 08:38:35 GMT
From: knut.mork@admin.uio.no (Knut Mork)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Samuel R. Delany - whatever happened to him?

Incunabula Press just published (in 1993) a trade edition (1000 copies) of
a his latest novel, _They Fly at Ciron_, which is somewhere in between
Fantasy and SF. It's a rewritten version of the 1962 short story, and is,
IMO, extremely good.

Is it worth the US$25 price tag, thanks to the fancy cover and limited
availability? Depends how big a fan you are. It was for -me-.. but others
may wish to wait for a cheaper edition. If it comes.

_Hogg_, an older novel of pornographic SF, is coming out from Black Ice
Press later this year.

_Mad Man_, also pornographic, but 'mainstream', not SF, is out from
Masquerade Books. Or is supposed to be, anyway.

The Neveryon books are over with, as far as I know. _The Bridge of Lost
Desire_ was the last.

_The Splendor and Misery Of Bodies, Of Cities_ is one of those books
shrouded in rumor and mystery. Many people claim having heard that it will
never be published, because the onslaught of AIDS made the themes he took
up in _Stars in My Pocket.._ too unreal to keep up with. These rumors may
well be misinformed -- I don't know.

But the guy is still alive and writing.

Knut

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 16:17:10 GMT
From: 71443.1447@compuserve.com (David E Romm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Samuel R. Delany - whatever happened to him?

My favorite Delany is, in no particular order:

Nova (cyberpunk done right!)
Babel-17 (about the power of language; compare 1984)
Tales of Neveryon (which I often call the best sf book ever written, and
good fantasy, too!)
Triton (first appendice is a great definition of science fiction)
Dhalgren ('YMMV' could have been invented for this book)
Empire Star (high-brow skiffy!)

I've enjoyed virtually everything he's written, including his short
stories.  But I confess I got mired down in Tides of Lust.  Still might
finish it sometime.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 16:29:02 GMT
From: plutchak@lager.geo.brown.edu (Joel Plutchak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Samuel R. Delany - whatever happened to him?

pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden) writes:
>Finally, Wesleyan University Press has reissued all four volumes of the
>Neveryon series in a unified, very elegant-looking trade paperback set.
>The fourth volume, formerly THE BRIDGE OF LOST DESIRE, now regains its
>original title, RETURN TO NEVERYON.

   I noticed those in the local bookstore.  I paged through a couple of
'em, but they didn't seem interesting to me.  As somebody who really
enjoyed the more SF-ish Delany I've read (e.g. _Dahlgren_, _Stars in my
Pockets..._", and did he do the shorter work "Time Considered as a Helix of
Semi-precious Stones" or was that somebody else?) I'd be interested in
hearing what other people thought of the books before I plunk down the cost
of those trade paperbacks.

Joel Plutchak
Brown University
Planetary Geology

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 17:14:37 GMT
From: djdaneh@pbhyc.pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Samuel R. Delany - whatever happened to him?

> Whatever happened to Samuel R. Delany?

Alive and well and living in Massachussetts.

> Is he going to write any more SF, or just Neveryon books?  Was the sequel
> to "Stars in my Pocket like Grains of Sand" ever published?

Yes.  No.


Knut Mork writes:
>Incunabula Press just published (in 1993) a trade edition (1000 copies) of
>a his latest novel, _They Fly at Ciron_, which is somewhere in between
>Fantasy and SF. It's a rewritten version of the 1962 short story, and is,
>IMO, extremely good.

Technically not his "latest," since it's a revision of a novella written
around 1965, which was published in a collaborated (with James Sallis) form
in F&SF in the early 70s.

"Somewhere in between Fantasy and SF?"  Nonsense; it's definitively
fantasy, though one in which no "magic" as such takes place.
Imaginary-world type fantasy.

Quite a good book, too, by the way, though not on the level of his best
stuff like NOVA and STARS IN MY...  Blurbette: a peaceful village exists
between a ravenous military empire and a strange winged people.  The
military empire invades and the three confront each other with rather nasty
and somewhat surprising results.

>Is it worth the US$25 price tag, thanks to the fancy cover and limited
>availability? Depends how big a fan you are. It was for -me-.. but others
>may wish to wait for a cheaper edition. If it comes.

Last I heard, no cheaper edition had been negotiated, but my information is
at _least_ fourth-hand.

>_Hogg_, an older novel of pornographic SF, is coming out from Black Ice
>Press later this year.

Yes, finally.  And a novel originally titled TIDES OF LUST has just had its
first "real" US edition.  It was published by Lancer books something like
three days before Lancer went under, so almost no copies were ever shipped;
then Savoy Books in Britain did an edition.  The new edition - I'm blanking
on the publisher! - is the first ever published under Delany's chosen
title, EQUINOX.

It's a paperback, and fairly expensive.  Worth it?  Depends on what you
want.  It's Delany's first porn novel, and deals with themes related to the
legend of Faust, but in a very different way.

HOGG I haven't read.  Everything I know about it is what's published in the
K.Leslie Steiner review in THE STRAITS OF MESSINA.  (Is Delany the only
person ever to write his own festschrift? :*)

>_Mad Man_, also pornographic, but 'mainstream', not SF, is out from
>Masquerade Books. Or is supposed to be, anyway.

It is.  I bought a copy over the Memorial day weekend.  The word SRD uses
in his introduction is not pornographic but "pornotopic," which I think
applies accurately to it and EQUINOX, and I would be willing to bet HOGG
also.  My own take on this is that it means that content is like unto that
of a pornographic novel but intent is not - that is, it's about something
and not >solely< for the purpose of "getting off."

>The Neveryon books are over with, as far as I know. _The Bridge of Lost
>Desire_ was the last.

Well. . . he said that after FLIGHT, too... I think if he finds something
he wants to talk about and Neveryon offers a fitting metaphor, we'll
probably seymour.

>_The Splendor and Misery Of Bodies, Of Cities_ is one of those books
>shrouded in rumor and mystery. Many people claim having heard that it will
>never be published, because the onslaught of AIDS made the themes he took
>up in _Stars in My Pocket.._ too unreal to keep up with. These rumors may
>well be misinformed - I don't know.

The more common rumor is that Bantam doesn't want anything to do with
Delany because of the chain bookstores.

The story goes like this: a woman bought one of the Neveryon books for her
kid, thinking it was "wholesome" stuff like Conan.  (Yeah.  Right.)  And
was *SHOCKED* to find it full of *FAGGOT* *SMUT*.  (Again: Yeah.  Right.)
So she complained to the chain bookstore, who passed the complaint up the
line, and the book and the author are now non-grata in B.Waldencrown.
Which also explains why every book since then has come from "specialty"
publishers; the large publishers don't want to publish something that the
chains won't carry, for capital reasons.

True?  I haven't ever confirmed it with SRD.

>But the guy is still alive and writing.

... and there was much rejoicing...

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 19:33:30 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Samuel R. Delany - whatever happened to him?

djdaneh@pbhyc.PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>The more common rumor is that Bantam doesn't want anything to do with
>Delany because of the chain bookstores.

This is a common rumor, and it's baseless.  Bantam wants Chip to finish THE
SPLENDOR AND MISERY OF BODIES, OF CITIES, the sequel to STARS IN MY POCKET.

Far from blackballing Chip, the chain stores I've seen lately, here in NYC
and elsewhere in the US, have even been carrying his outre stuff, like
EQUINOX.

Anyone who thinks B. Dalton, Barnes & Noble, and Waldenbooks are avoidingg
books with "gay content" simply hasn't been paying attention to publishing
and bookselling for the last several years.  "Gay content" is big business;
demographically, gays form a significant chunk of the bookbuying public.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com
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Date: 19 Jun 94 15:39:15 GMT
From: tulrich@unlinfo.unl.edu (Timothy Ulrich)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Samuel R. Delany - whatever happened to him?

For those of you who are still following the thread...

About 2 months ago Delany spoke at the University of Nebraska- Lincoln.
The topic of his address was supposedly something like "Health care and
AIDS."  As a sociology instructor, his speech was one of five that students
could choose to attend.  About 75 of my students made it to his lecture...

Suffice it to say that when papers came in, the students were upset.
Apparently nobody had informed Delany about the topic of the talk.
Instead, he spent over an hour telling stories of his personal sexual
encounters, in VERY graphic detail, to the captive audience.

As I was unable to attend his lecture (I was in a class of my own at the
time), I only had the accounts of my students to go on.  While I realize
that most of my students are incredibly narrow-minded (being from small
towns in Nebraska tends to do that to people), even my very open-minded
students were extremely offended.

In most of the papers that were turned in, examples of what was found to be
offensive were given.  Delany describing how another man had come in his
mouth, or about a woman who got him drunk so that she could "f*** his
brains out" (but who since has seen the light and is a lesbian), etc. were
the most prominently mentioned examples.

Needless to say, neither the groups that had brought him in to speak, nor
the instructors who made attendence to his lecture mandatory were very
happy with the entire situation.

While I recognize that this may not entirely belong on this group, the
original poster was just (in general) wondering whatever happened to
Delany... I thought I'd throw in something other than what books were being
reprinted!

Timothy Ulrich
tulrich@unlinfo.unl.edu
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Date: 13 Jun 94 17:46:49 GMT
From: gacohen@seas.gwu.edu (Geoff A. Cohen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Opinions on Stephen Donaldson's latest series

I finished _Chaos and Order_ over the weekend.  It pretty much continues
the trends of the earlier books - dark, dark, darker, and excrutiating.

Plotwise, it really moves the series along, although while you're reading
it, it mostly seems like endless series of internal angst-ridden
monologues.

If not the best of the series so far, it certainly holds close.  I just
hope it's not another two years until _The Gap into Ruin: This Day All Gods
Die_.  (Which, btw, is pretty close to the translation of Gotterdamerung.)

Geoff Cohen

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 03:13:04 GMT
From: nmlrc@uwpg02.uwinnipeg.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Opinions on Stephen Donaldson's latest series

This is going to sound incredibly greedy considering that I just picked
_Chaos and Order_ up from the library :-) but ...

Does anyone know how long we are going to have to wait for the final book?
I made the major mistake of beginning this series without knowing what it
was going to be and it is driving me crazy.

Mir
nmlrc@uwpg02.uwinnipeg.ca
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Date: 16 Jun 94 04:26:51 GMT
From: daberg@leland.stanford.edu (David A Bergman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Feist: Shadow of a Dark Queen

The new Feist book, _Shadow_of_a_Dark_Queen_ is out. 

Supposedly the price is $22

I'm picking up my copy tomorrow.

Aaron

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 18:25:22 GMT
From: jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay (Read his works!!)

zclfh03@ucl.ac.uk (Kathryn Alison Platt) writes:
>Just as a matter of interest, did anyone else find the Fionavar Tapestry
>to be utter utter utter rubbish while Tigana and A Song for Arbonne were
>utterly utterly utterly brilliant, or am I the only one ?

Actually, I rather like Fionavar, bearing in mind that it was a rather
rough work, and a first effeort, at that.  Tigana is one of my all time
favorite books.  And Arbonne left me so cold I couldn't get more than a
hundred pages in.

I actively dislike the Courtly Love motif.

John S. Novak, III      
jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu
jsn@camelot.bradley.edu
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Date: 19 Jun 94 01:55:23 GMT
From: The.Lemming@rutgers.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay (Read his works!!)

I think a lot of what people have been complaining about re Fionavar can be
explained by what someone else mentioned briefly - Fionavar as the root
world.  He couldn't invent new mythologies for it if it was supposed to be
the pattern from which our world came; instead he tried, albeit not
entirely successfully, to incorporate as many of the archetypes of western
legend as he possibly could.  Thus there are epic battles between the gods,
good and evil, different populations to mix it all up, several religions
from various cultural areas, heroic sacrifice (this, IMO, is one spot where
he went overboard; how many tears can I reasonably be expected to shed over
three books?  and I'm a very emotional person), true love, redemption, and
everything else that makes legends what they are.  It is a tapestry.

I commend him for the effort, and for having succeeded as well as he did
with a task I would have fumbled 2 seconds into the game.  I think he also
maybe learned more than a bit from it, so his later works show more
restraint, addressing some of the same themes but in less profusion.  So
please, unless you can demonstrate that you have much more talent at
writing than he does, and a better knowledge of what's being written about,
stop trashing him quite so hard, hm?  While at the same time I will admit
that one thing that does bug me about the other two books is the way he
keeps sneaking in a mention of Fionavar.  This leads me to wonder if
there's some grand plan to all of it, and to torture myself in idle moments
trying to find correspondences between the characters.

stevenr@alleg.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 94 06:27:05 GMT
From: stephen@suphys.physics.su.oz.au (Stephen Hardy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay influenced by Joy Chant? (was: Read his works!!)

>I found and immediately grabbed a copy of Joy Chant's _Red Moon and Black
>Mountain_, which I haven't read since it first appeared in 1970.  Upon
>reacquainting myself with this fantasy I was immediately struck by the
>strong parallels to Kay's _Fionavar_.
[deleted]

>I cannot, of course, say with confidence that Kay took them directly from
>Joy Chant's book (though I suspect he did); there is still plenty of scope
>for shared sources.  Nevertheless _Fionavar_ now strikes me now more than
>ever as a stew of borrowed fantasy elements rather than a truly original
>work.

The 'scoped for shared source' that you mention is the crux here. Kay not
only borrowed the Aurthurian legend from Celtic mythology, but also many
others, including the elements of the sacrifice on the summer tree and Dave
Martyniuk's encounter with the godess of war. The actual names of the
deities involved here escape me (it is many years since I was told the
tales) the existence of the root tales is certain. So, they both borrowed,
and what detraction is that?

Tolkien borrowed heavily from Norse/Scandinavian mythology. If you did not
know this already, has it changed the way you view the sweep and grandeur
of this work? To me, the Gods and Goddesses that appear in sf are merely
other characters via which the plot is developed. Another level of interest
is added to the work where it is clear that the author has borrowed the
aspect of some God/dess from mythology, in that one can see how the nature
of the deity has been exploited in developing the plot. This has to be done
skillfully, as archetypes that are exploited too heavily are ultimately
predictable.  Not much enjoyment there...

Just in case someone missed it, I worship the ground Kay walks on. I loved
_The Fionavar Tapestry_, even if he did ride rough-shod over the legend of
Arthur.

Stephen Hardy
stephen@physics.su.oz.au 
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Date: 19 Jun 94 13:53:04 GMT
From: csc8aaa@leeds.ac.uk (A Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay (Read his works!!)

>While at the same time I will admit that one thing that does bug me about
>the other two books is the way he keeps sneaking in a mention of Fionavar.
>This leads me to wonder if there's some grand plan to all of it, and to
>torture myself in idle moments trying to find correspondences between the
>characters.

A friend of mine came up with the idea that each of the following books is
meant to be the reflection in the other worlds of the struggle taking place
in Fionavar. This sort of thing is hinted at in the Fionavar Tapestry.
Whether he might tie things up again later, or will leave them separate but
connected I don't know: we'll just have to wait and see.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 94 18:44:00 GMT
From: jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu (John Novak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay (Read his works!!)

>I commend him for the effort, and for having succeeded as well as he did
>with a task I would have fumbled 2 seconds into the game.  I think he also
>may be learned more than a bit from it, so his later works show more
>restraint, addressing some of the same themes but in less profusion.  So
>please, unless you can demonstrate that you have much more talent at
>writing than he does, an a better knowledge of what's being written about,
>stop trashing him quite so hard, hm?

While I agree with and defend your right to like the books he's written, I
steadfastly refuse to acknowledge the need to become a bestselling author
just to level criticism at a book, any more than I acknowledge the need to
become a television writer and producer just to criticize Star Trek.

That said, I fairly enjoyed Fionavar, loved Tigana, and three Arbonne
against the wall with (yea!) a great and resounding thump.

John S. Novak, III      
jsn@cegt201.bradley.edu
jsn@camelot.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 94 20:49:41 GMT
From: garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay (Read his works!!)

> I think a lot of what people have been complaining about re Fionavar can
> be explained by what someone else mentioned briefly - Fionavar as the
> root world.  He couldn't invent new mythologies for it if it was supposed
> to be the pattern from which our world came; instead he tried, albeit not
> entirely successfully, to incorporate as many of the archetypes of
> western legend as he possibly could.

I think you're putting a dress on an ogre and calling it a fair maiden.  I
was annoyed by the mish-mash of mythology he put together and called a
world.  You say that was by his design, and I agree; but it's a design I
don't like.  I've seen other authors combine several mythologies and make
them *work* together by seamlessly integrating them into a whole.  I felt
that Kay left far too many of those seams showing.

Notwithstanding, I think Kay is a great author.  _Fionavar_ was his first
solo writing attempt, and it was a pretty darn good one given that.

Bill Garrett
garrett@cs.unc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 03:42:03 GMT
From: abostick@netcom.com (Alan L. Bostick)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Katharine Kerr

The paperback edition of DARKSPELL from Del Rey books is out of print.  The
publisher's license expired, and Kerr declined to renew it.

A revised edition of DARKSPELL will soon be issued by Bantam Spectra.  (I
don't have exact publication date information handy.)  It is the companion
to the revised DAGGERSPELL, and the other Deverry and Westlands books
issued by Bantam Spectra.

Alan Bostick
abostick@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 17:04:06 GMT
From: Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk (Ken & Jo Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rosemary Kirstein

> I thought that the reds vs the blues was completely phony - just an
> excuse by the "wizards" for wars that would kill a lot of people.

I do Ms. Kirstein the compliment of assuming that although this situation
with the reds vs blues is unexplained she has reasons for what is happening
which will be explained in the third volume. The person giving the wizard
orders, Slado, who emerges at the very end of _tOS_ is probably the reason.
Wait and see!

> For example, letting the survival story of the second book get completely
> out of hand without much plot development or furthering the mystery
> story.  I think she shows a lot of potential, and qualified to be a Del
> Rey "discovery", but I think that she should probably step back, drop
> this scenario and start fresh with a new novel or series next.

I think the "mystery story" of how the world has got like that, the
colonisation of the planet as it were, is far *more* interesting.

Jo

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 09:40:46 GMT
From: mla1290@ggr.co.uk (Mike Arnautov)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Matt McIrvin (mcirvin@husc8.harvard.edu) wrote:
> Not all of Lem's books are uniformly brilliant.

True, but fans can never agree on which are and which aren't. For myself I
don't like _The Star Diaries_ very much, or _Solaris_ for that matter
(regardless of the translation :-). On the other hand I do rate very highly
_The Invincible_, _Eden_ and _Memoirs of a Space Traveler_.  Pirx is, of
course a perennial favourite (particularly low-key stories like
_Albatross_).

Of course, for a *real* Lem treat read _Fiasco_ and (an acquired taste,
granted) _Golem XIV_ (in _Imaginary Magnitude_).

Not all Lem seems to have been translated, BTW. I've never seen his first
two books in English - _Astronauts_ and _Magellan Clouds_.  The former is a
bad hard SF yarn (quite entertaining!), but the latter is fascinating,
despite its many faults.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 20:17:13 GMT
From: mcirvin@scws34.harvard.edu (Matt McIrvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Mike Arnautov <mla1290@ggr.co.uk> wrote:
>Of course, for a *real* Lem treat read _Fiasco_ and (an acquired taste,
>granted) _Golem XIV_ (in _Imaginary Magnitude_).

I can at least agree with you about those two!  _Fiasco_ and _Golem XIV_
are both excellent.  _Fiasco_ is one of his very best, up there with _His
Master's Voice_ and _Memoirs Found in a Bathtub_.

>Not all Lem seems to have been translated, BTW. I've never seen his first
>two books in English - _Astronauts_ and _Magellan Clouds_.  The former is
>a bad hard SF yarn (quite entertaining!), but the latter is fascinating,
>despite its many faults.

_Astronauts_ was, however, made into a German movie, _First Spaceship on
Venus_, which is available on video dubbed in English.  The movie
apparently has rather little to do with the novel; I haven't read the
novel, but I have seen the movie, a perhaps excessively ambitious project
full of endless scenes of people wandering around what looks like models of
tooth decay.  It was also made into a particularly funny episode of
"Mystery Science Theater 3000."

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 21:12:34 GMT
From: hauserl@trg.saic.com (Larry Hauser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

mla1290@ggr.co.uk (Mike Arnautov) wrote:
>> Not all of Lem's books are uniformly brilliant.
> 
> True, but fans can never agree on which are and which aren't. For myself
> I don't like _The Star Diaries_ very much, or _Solaris_ for that matter
> (regardless of the translation :-).

Contrary opinion.  I think SOLARIS is terrifc...a wonderfully insightful,
moving, psychological saga of man's unconscious, set aboard a spacecraft in
orbit about a sentient planet/ocean.

For those who aren't aware, the Ukranians made SOLARIS into a film that I
feel is powerful, though a bit long and tedious at points.  The (1980?)
film was recently released on laser video disk.  If you have a laser disk
player, go rent it at your local laser video place and enjoy a special
drama.

Lawrence E. Hauser
hauserl@trg.saic.com
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Date: 15 Jun 94 22:22:07 GMT
From: ig25@fg70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Matt McIrvin (mcirvin@husc8.harvard.edu) wrote:
>I was lucky enough to find _The Invincible_ in a used-book store... not
>one of his best, but an interesting find.  It was translated into English
>via German, the German-to-English leg having been done by Wendayne
>Ackermann, wife of Forrest Ackermann and head translator of all that Perry
>Rhodan pulp!

Actually, the translation via German is not necessarily an Evil Thing.  I
recently read (on de.rec.sf.misc) that Lem is quite proficient in German
himself, and personally authorizes his translations.  However, since I
don't know Polish, I'm no judge of how good the translation really is.

>_The Star Diaries_ also seems to be out of print in the US now, at least,
>I've never seen a new copy.  I have no idea why - it's great.

It sure is.

As for why Lem (and the Strugatsky brothers, and a few more) aren't more
popular in the US... I can imagine several reasons (form the other side of
the pond, so bear with me :-).

SF is a field dominated by authors who write English, mostly Americans.
Look at the hard time even an English-writing author like Banks had to get
a toehold in the US market; even he probably would not have succeeded if
his stuff hadn't been so outstanding.  My guess would be that it's hard for
somebody not from the US to 'crack' the US market.

Add to this the difficulty and cost of translation, and you'll have
overcome another obstacle (btw, do the US editions of Bank's stuff use
Americanized spelling?).

Finally, I can imagine that a book from the Eastern side of the Iron
curtain would have been met with suspicion during the Cold War.

In West Germany, we got lots of translations from Russian and Polish via
the former East Germany (they did them anyway, and why shouln't they sell
them?), and our publishers are more used to translating, anyway.  If you
walk into a larger bookstore here, chances are you can come out with four
or five of Lem's books.

Thomas Koenig
ig25@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
ig25@dkauni2.bitnet
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Date: 15 Jun 94 23:22:55 GMT
From: 71443.1447@compuserve.com (David E Romm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

ahasuer@clark.net writes:
> I don't think anybody has mentioned "Memoirs found in a Bathtub" (1961?)
> yet. Read it if you have always secretly suspected that "Illuminati"
> [series] was an elaborate coverup to conceal the *real* truth. :-)

I found it boring.  Indeed, I have never managed to finish a Lem novel.
The premises are interesting, but there's always a long, boring, section
which turns me off.  I think I've tried 3-4 novels.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 18:25:56 GMT
From: mcirvin@scws37.harvard.edu (Matt McIrvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Michal Jankowski <michalj@fuw.edu.pl> wrote:
>You say that 'The Star Diaries' is great while 'Memoirs of a Space
>Traveller' isn't. What exactly is this latter book? Some later stories
>from the 'Dzienniki gwiazdowe' series which were written after Kandel did
>his 'Star Diaries' translation?

Yes, I think that's an accurate description.  More of the stories in
_Memoirs of a Space Traveler_ have Ijon Tichy on Earth hanging around with
his mad-scientist friends.  It's probably more a matter of personal taste
than anything else; the later stories are more polished but I didn't find
the ideas in them particularly original.  Also, I (like Kandel, as he
explained in the introduction to the collection he edited, _Mortal
Engines_) have a fondness for Lem's wild, over-the-top style, which shows
up in _Cyberiad_ and the early Tichy stories.

>Of course, I've read all books by Lem in my native Polish, so I cannot
>really comment on the quality of translations.

I envy you.  I do want to read the French translation of _Solaris_ sometime
so I can see if that's any better than the English one.  It seems to have
made Lem a lot of fans when it first appeared, and I didn't enjoy it quite
as much as they did, so I've always assumed the translation had something
to do with it.  But maybe I just didn't like that story as much...

>Well, I wouldn't recommend his later books ('Peace on Earth', 'Wizja
>lokalna' - this one hasn't been translated, I think).

Not into English, as far as I know.

>His latest (and probably the last) book - 'Fiasco', is, IMHO, a fiasco.

You know, until this discussion I hadn't realized how vastly the tastes of
Lem fans can differ, even when they agree about almost all of the man's
work - to me _Fiasco_ was a heartening sign that Lem was still in his
prime, one of his greatest masterpieces, and his best first-contact novel.
In form it's a little strange; I know people who were put off by the
discontinuity between the long first chapter and the rest of the book, and
it probably angered some admirers of Pilot Pirx as well.  It's also Lem's
darkest book, I think.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 16:08:43 GMT
From: mcirvin@scws32.harvard.edu (Matt McIrvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

<AZDJR@ASUACAD.BITNET> wrote:
>Is "Wizja localna" the book published as _One Human Minute_?  That one I
>liked, and the alternative title would explain the lack of mention.

>From the descriptions here, it doesn't sound like the same book; I don't
even know if _One Human Minute_ exists as a single book outside the US.
It's a little book containing three short Lem pieces: a _Perfect
Vacuum_-style review of an instant book describing the actions of humanity
for one minute [I've since seen very similar books actually in print,
though the time scale is usually one day rather than one minute]; a
brilliant piece carrying Lem's beloved idea of robotic insects to an
extreme; and an essay on the role of chance and cataclysm in cosmic
evolution.  They may have been published separately elsewhere.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 10:31:29 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Matt McIrvin (mcirvin@scws32.harvard.edu) writes:
> "One Human Minute" is a little book containing [...] a "Perfect
> Vacuum"-style review of an instant book describing the actions of
> humanity for one minute.  I've since seen very similar books actually in
> print, though the time scale is usually one day rather than one minute.

Some examples of books which cover a short time-span in considerable
detail:

   Life: a User's Manual (Georges Perec) - one day in the life of an
      apartment block
   Report on Probability A (Brian Aldiss) - one day in which people
      watch other people watching other people watching... (deliberate
      nihilism)
   Castleview (Gene Wolfe) - one day in which a small town near Chicago
      is invaded by the Sidhe and others
   The Mezzanine (Nicholson Baker) - an office worker's lunch hour (a
      very readable celebration of the trivial)
   Room Temperature (Nicholson Baker) - I've not read this but the blurb
      suggests it's about a minute or so of reverie

"Castleview" is a bit out of place here; the short time-span is not
something that is an important part of the story, it's just that Wolfe's
style just doesn't seem to use up time the way other people use it up; his
recent book "Nightside the Long Sun" doesn't cover much more than a day or
so, but doesn't feel artificially stretched in the way that, say, "The
Mezzanine" does.

Also on this topic, Brian Aldiss' novel "Cryptozoic" (vt "An Age") revolves
around a fictional epic three-million-word novel about one second in one
person's life.

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 18:56:15 GMT
From: kcc@achilles.wustl.edu (Ken Cox)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Help With "Tuf Voyaging"...  (please!)

Will Duquette <will@jpl.nasa.gov> wrote:
>jong@wonderware.com (Jonathan Gwynne) writes:
>> A book called "Tuf Voyaging" [...] there are at least one and probably
>> more "chapters" missing
>
>I've certainly never seen any Haviland Tuf stories which weren't in the
>book.  Although, it's been re-released recently, hasn't it? I wonder if it
>got gutted?

I read the first edition, and as I recall there was a short introduction
followed by seven stories.  Let's see if I can do this without spoilers.
One story was about how Tuf acquired the ship; three (spaced through the
book) involved the somewhat crowded world of Suthlam; one was about sea
monsters; one about arena games; and one about plagues and gods.

The original poster's question about "missing chapters" may be from some
references to other of Tuf's adventures.  In the second Suthlam story, it
is said that Tuf "inadvertently" collected ships, and described how he got
some of them - one for providing elephants to a planet, another in a
gambling game, a third for stopping a plague of dragons, and so on.  As far
as I know there are no stories associated with these events.

Ken Cox
kcc@arl.wustl.edu
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Date: 13 Jun 94 18:58:42 GMT
From: Magellan@kenjo.demon.co.uk (Ken & Jo Walton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Help With "Tuf Voyaging"... (please!)

karlpov@access.digex.net "Charles R.L. Power" writes:
>(I rather wish he wrote more nowadays; I'd happily see the
> Wild Cards books killed or at least put on hiatus in favor of some non- 
> series fiction from his pen.)

I saw recently in Locus that Martin has sold a 3 volume epic fantasy
trilogy entitled the Song of something and something um, ... was it Frost
and Fire?  Can't remember. Seemed like it would be some time before volume
one is out, but is is at least in the works. I am a big fan of his too, and
similarly underwhelmed by _Tuf Voyaging_. I love his short stuff and I
especially like _The Armageddon Rag_ and _Dying of the Light_. Why isn't
there more space opera like that! I'm sure an epic fantasy by Martin will
be, well, interesting, even if it wouldn't be what I'd have necessarily
have picked for him to write next.  I think I have everything of his except
the collection _Portraits of His Children_ which never came out in Britain
- - I saw the US hardback at a con and as I already had 2/3 of the stories I
decided to wait and then never found the paperback. Maybe one day...

Jo

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 14:15:51 GMT
From: mjb1013@cus.cam.ac.uk (M.J. Black)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sequel to Ringworld Engineers

I read in the thread 'Sequel to Ringworld' that there was going to be a
third Ringworld book. I always thought that Larry Niven had such a
nightmare tying up the different threads in the Ringworld Engineers that he
wasn't going to write anymore known space books.

Does anyone know if there is going to be a third one and if it will follow
on from RE or just be another separate book that happens to be set on the
Ringworld.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 23:16:44 GMT
From: sylvain@bioxinia.upc.quebec.qc.ca (Sylvain Chamberland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: NIVEN: Outsiders and the hyperdrive - SPOILERS

Warning: SPOILERS  (_A Gift From Earth_, _The Ringworld Engineers_)

I just read _A Gift From Earth_ after having read most of the Known Space
series so I was a little bit surprised by the way it ended: an Outsider
ship running into ramrobot #144 on its way to We Made It.

Weren't the Outsiders supposed to have been following a starseed lured by
the Puppeteers in that system (or was it the Outsiders who were lured,
whatever :-) ?  (cf. the Ringworld Engineers)

I know _A Gift..._ was written 12 years before _Ringworld Engineers_, but
what's the official explanation about this discrepancy?

Sylvain Chamberland
sylvain@bioxinia.UPC.Quebec.QC.CA

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 00:47:01 GMT
From: lawrencet5@aol.com (LawrenceT5)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ringworld Maps

You might try getting the RINGWORLD RPG.  I don't have the box in front of
me, but it should provide all you need.

Larry

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 20:49:34 GMT
From: phillips@stsci.edu (Do not mock a love-smitten mouse)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Perry: Moriogu the Desecration

   There is a sequel to Mark Perry's "Morigu: The Desecration". It's
"Morigu: The Dead" (another cheery title ;-).  I don't have it with me
(it's at home in a box), so I can't give you publishing information, but I
believe it's been out for a few years (I've been waiting for a sequel to
the sequel for at least a year).

Jim Phillips
phillips@stsci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 21:10:16 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ambermere and J. Calvin Pierce

jay@qabalah.cac.psu.edu (D. Jay Newman) writes:
>I am wondering if J. Calvin Pierce is going to be putting out any more
>books in the Ambermere series?

Unfortunately, I doubt there will be more.  The third book's cover did say
it was the "conclusion", even though the book did not conclude anything.
Certainly there is no book scheduled through Decemeber in Locus's
forthcoming book list.

The Ambermere series suffered in that the first book was decidely inferior
to the second two, lacking focus, and that the covers were not
representative of the books.  Thus I suspect sales were not good.  This is
a pity, because the second and third books were pretty good.

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 20:26:23 GMT
From: dani@terrazzo.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Terry Pratchett: Lords and Ladies

I found Pratchett's new Discworld novel, "Lords and Ladies", mildly
disappointing.  I'm not sure whether it's weaker than its predecessors or
whether it's just not sufficiently fresh to overcome the fifteenth- sequel
syndrome.

Certainly it's noticeably different from the others.  One difference, noted
by Pratchett in his preface, is that it is less-standalone than the others,
but frankly, the carried-over plot elements are minor: We have Magrat's
semi-engagement to the King, carried over from "Wyrd Sisters", and the fact
that the witches have just returned from their trip in "Witches Abroad".  A
more significant carry-over, though Pratchett does not mention it, is that
there is a lot less explanation of the milieu.  Of course, if Pratchett is
assuming that most people reading this book have read one of the dozen or
so prequels, he's probably on safe ground.

It's also a darker novel.  Some of the earlier works have had sharp edges
("Witches Abroad" comes to mind), but here the protagonists are dealing
with something really nasty.  Elves.  Yup, elves.  The premise is that
Elves do indeed have all the charm and glamour that folklore ascribes to
them, but that people have forgotten the other half of the equation, which
is that Elves are cruelty personified.  At one point Pratchett compares
them to cats: If cats lacked charm and beauty, how would people feel about
their habit of torturing small animals before killing and eating them?
Elves are in the habit of torturing any creatures they can find before
killing them.

In the Ramtops, the Elves were long ago banished, and are kept at bay by a
circle of stones that most folks have too much sense to go near.  The
exceptions, in this case, are a group of wannabe-witches who think dancing
around the stones is mysterious/dramatic/romantic, and some inebriated
craftsmen who are trying to practice for a play which is certainly meant to
suggest the play within "A Midsummer Night's Dream" (except that they
aren't good enough actors to portray craftsmen being bad actors).  If/when
the Elves do break free, the main line of defense is the three witches -
except that Magret has quit and Weatherwax has forseen her death and Nanny
Og is busy with the dwarf Cassanunda (the world's second-greatest lover).

It's hard to judge how the book would read to someone unfamiliar with
Pratchett's writing, but I found the book a disappointment, and the
shuttling between the serious and the silly ineffective.  Not so bad that I
wouldn't read it, you understand, but I'd have been just as happy waiting
for a library or used-book store to acquire a copy for me.

Author:     Pratchet, Terry
Title:      Lords and Ladies
Publisher:  Corgi Canada
Date:       1994
Comments:   $5.99 CDN
Pages:      382 pp.
Order Info: ISBN 0-552-13891-6

Dani Zweig
dani@telerama.lm.com
dani@netcom.com 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 01:59:18 GMT
From: SAUNDRSG@qucdn.queensu.ca (Graydon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Terry Pratchett: Lords and Ladies

I think the problem is that Pratchett's style evolved to tell funny stories
with a definite point, and :Lords and Ladies: is not a funny story, and it
doesn't have a definite point, which is hardly surprising in a book that
talks about change and death and choices - it's really hard to be definite
about intangibles.
 
While I agree that the style is offputting, given the content, I liked it.
It's not the *best* of the Discworld novels, perhaps, but I think it is far
from the worst.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 18:58:04 GMT
From: w95_cook@msdisk.wustl.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: Disc World

Regarding the Discworld series, how important is it to read these things in
chronological order?  I think the first few books of the series must be out
of print, because I've been looking for them for quite a while now and have
never found them.  How much would I lose by jumping in at the third of
fourth book?

Thanks!

JC

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 03:53:30 GMT
From: dani@terrazzo.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

w95_cook@msdisk.wustl.edu:
>Regarding the Discworld series, how important is it to read these things
>in chronological order?

Not very.  There's a certain benefit to reading book one (The Colour of
Magic) before book two (The Light Fantastic), and to reading Wyrd Sisters
before Lords and Ladies, but beyond that, it doesn't much matter.

Dani

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 09:35:49 GMT
From: kane@oo.com (Jack Godsey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Disc World

What I think of Pratchett:

The man is -incredible-.  His Discworld novels have everything: great
humor, great plot, and starting around _Mort_ they have really incredible
"serious undertones".  By far my favorite that I've read is _Reaper_Man_,
but then, being in the US, I haven't read anything past _Witches_Abroad_
(and naturally I missed _Eric_).

kane@oo.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 15:32:52 GMT
From: mliu@convex.com (Michael Liu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mickey Zucker Reichert:Last of the Renshai

I was in the bookstore the other day and saw these Last of the Renshai
books in the funky DAW covers and I was wondering anybody here has read
them and what they thought.  I've read most of her Bifrost Guardians series
and liked it.  Is this better?

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 17:14:37 GMT
From: finn@mcs.com (finn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mickey Zucker Reichert:Last of the Renshai

Michael Liu <mliu@convex.com> wrote:
>I was in the bookstore the other day and saw these Last of the Renshai
>books in the funky DAW covers and I was wondering anybody here has read
>them and what they thought.  I've read most of her Bifrost Guardians
>series and liked it.  Is this better?

   I've read 'em, and I liked 'em (even though I've never read anything
else by Reichert, so I have nothing to compare them to).  Fairly Norse-ish.

Not your typical Fantasy Novel, although I cannot really tell you why
without ruining interesting plot points.  If you liked her other stuff, I
cannot imagine you NOT liking these.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 13:24:30 GMT
From: avondale@athena.mit.edu (Melissa N. Hayes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Red Mars_, and Earth's Moon.

hunt@flotsm.ozy.dec.com (Peter Hunt) writes:
>But onto my question. In the book, KSR mentions in passing that the moon
>was created as the result of a massive collision early in Earth's
>formation. I had thought that the accepted view (or perhaps the MAJORITY
>view) was that the moon was formed independently from Earth, as Earth's
>companion in what is effectively a binary planetary system. Is this so, or
>has the view more recently shifted to the collision theory?
>
>To my high-school physics mind, if the moon WERE created as the result of
>a collision, wouldn't its orbit be more elliptical?

   The creation of the moon from an impact with the Earth IS still a viable
theory.  There is speculation that the moon used to be a chunk of where the
Pacific Ocean is now.  There are several facts that support and take away
from this theory.  Supporting facts are that the moon is made from material
VERY similar to Earth's crust and the deep Pacific basin.  (Sorry if I'm a
bit off, but term is over now, and it's amazing how quickly all my
knowledge drains out of my head.  : ) I'm not sure if I'm remembering the
detracting facts from the theory correctly, but I believe one of them is
the moon's nice circular orbit.  Hmm...  if I were at home, I could look
this up in my class notebook and give you more details.  Sorry.  Hope this
helps, at any rate.  : )

Melissa N. Hayes
avondale@mit.edu
avondale@space.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 13:57:42 GMT
From: Jim_Mann@transarc.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Red Mars_, and Earth's Moon.

hunt@flotsm.ozy.dec.com (Peter Hunt) writes:
>But onto my question. In the book, KSR mentions in passing that the moon
>was created as the result of a massive collision early in Earth's
>formation. I had thought that the accepted view (or perhaps the MAJORITY
>view) was that the moon was formed independently from Earth, as Earth's
>companion in what is effectively a binary planetary system. Is this so, or
>has the view more recently shifted to the collision theory?

The latest Scientific American presents compelling evidence that the moon
was created due to the collision of a Mars-size body with the Earth.

Jim Mann
Transarc Corporation			
The Gulf Tower
707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
jmann@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 20:20:50 GMT
From: mcirvin@scws34.harvard.edu (Matt McIrvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Red Mars_, and Earth's Moon.

Melissa N. Hayes <avondale@ATHENA.MIT.EDU> wrote:
>The creation of the moon from an impact with the Earth IS still a viable
>theory.  There is speculation that the moon used to be a chunk of where
>the Pacific Ocean is now.

I don't think that the Pacific basin version of the impact theory is widely
accepted today; however, a modified version of the impact idea does now
seem to be the dominant theory about the moon's formation, after some years
out of favor.  I think the current version has the moon formed mostly out
of the matter in the impacting body.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 17:01:23 GMT
From: EGO@stud.hsn.no (Eivind Gladheim Oestreng)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Starless Night - RA Salvatore

Richard Jones writes:
>Does anyone know what happened to this book?  It was supposed to have been
>out a while back, but now it seems to have vanished into thin air.  I had
>it on order at a book shop now the book shop have come back to me and said
>that it ain't going to be published.  Does anyone know whats going on? and
>does it have anything to do with Legacy being re-printed with another
>chapter?

I have just finished _The Legacy_ , the paper-back edition, the one with
the new chapter, and all the new chapter does is to set things up for the
new book.  So _Starless Night_ will be out, but I don't know any release
dates though.

Eivind

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 06:41:32 GMT
From: lall1@giaec.cc.monash.edu.au (Leigh Allison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Starless Night - RA Salvatore

I'm in Australia not the UK and I seem to remember seeing Starless Night in
Hardback about a month ago.  The latest (in Aus) book in the Cleric series
by Salvatore has the first chapter of Starless night included (Published by
Puffin I think).

Going by this the paperback is likly to be available (in Aus) in a about
October, but with books who knows.  Good luck finding it where you are.

Leigh

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 94 03:07:27 GMTF
rom: ramirez@teal.csn.org (Susan Ramirez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Some Of Your Blood reprinted

Sorry if this is old news here - I don't often get to read this group
anymore but when I did, there was the occasional thread praising Theodore
Sturgeon's SOME OF YOUR BLOOD and lamenting how rare it was.  I just saw a
reprint by Carroll & Graf, dated June 1994.  It's paperback, <$5, filed
with SF.
 
It is good.  It is odd.  It isn't SF.  I'm not sure how to recommend it,
except to say that if you love Sturgeon you'll like this too.
 
Susan Ramirez
ramirez@csn.org

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 94 06:01:19 GMT
From: chuqui@netcom.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Some Of Your Blood reprinted

ramirez@teal.csn.org (Susan Ramirez) writes:
>It is good.  It is odd.  It isn't SF.  I'm not sure how to recommend it,
>except to say that if you love Sturgeon you'll like this too.

And if you hate Sturgeon, you'll probably love it.

Actually, if you're like me, you'll hate the book because it disturbs you
so much. And you'll relish having read it, because rarely does fiction
touch you so deeply. But you'll never, ever want to read it again because
that kind of touch causes nightmares.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuqui@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 00:01:06 GMT
From: resessio@facstaff.wisc.edu ("Robert Sessions")
Reply-to: resessio@facstaff.wisc.edu
Subject: First Contact stories

I want to read some good first contact stories, novels, or see some
well-loved films.  Can the esteemed readers of this list please recall
their favorites?  My favorite now is Rebecca Ore's _Becoming Alien_, along
with the two sequels.  Film-wise, _The Day the Earth Stood Still_ formed a
good part of my love of the saucer.

Thanks,

Robert Sessions
Steenbock Memorial Library                        
550 Babcock Drive                                 
University of Wisconsin-Madison                   
Madison, WI  53706
resessio@facstaff.wisc.edu

[Moderator's Note: Please send all responses directly to the poster who,
hopefully, will summarize.]
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Date: 31 May 94 06:55:02 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Prophecy in Parliament

   Yes, definitely keep in mind the intent of the ceremony...but be sure to
remember *all* aspects of it.
 
   Also, take a good look at Li, goddess of passion, in Londo's ceremony.
There's something about it that will be very funny later.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 31 May 94 15:07:10 GMT
From: friedlan@pogo.den.mmc.com (Noah S Friedland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO - the worse episode ever

   I would call this episode Yentle meets Rockie 5000. The fight subplot
was 1000% predictable and really didn't add much to the B5 universe. The
Yentle episode was an interesting development for Ivanova.

   Several observations:

   1. I was SHOCKED to discover she was Jewish. Unless I missed subtle
      hints dropped along the way, I think this sort of came right out of
      the blue. (e.g. Her quarters have no Jewish artifacts, or at least
      any that I could detect.) This and the fact that Sinclair didn't even
      know that her father died really shows what a private person she is.
      Perhaps her mother's death (and persecution) are the main culprits.
      It will be interesting to observe her in the upcoming episode that
      deals with a B5 child having Psi powers.

   2. The Jewish angle wasn't handled well. Stereotypes and Halachic
      inaccuracies abound. First, let's assume that the Rabbi wasn't a
      member of the Reform movement because he wore a kipah and was worried
      whether the food was Kosher. This means he was either Conservative or
      Orthodox. In either case he wouldn't have eaten out. My uncle who is
      an Orthodox Rabbi, served a tour of duty in Korea as an army
      chaplain.  He lost about twenty pounds and didn't eat meat (or fish)
      for over a year. It's safe to assume that this Rabbi would have
      brought his own food with him. The point made about a specific
      species being/ not being in the Torah is correct. The dietary laws
      give guidlines which could be applied to non-terran animals. But the
      animal type is just part of the equation. Cows are Kosher animals,
      while burgers at Burger King are not Kosher. The way the animal is
      killed is and the way the meat is treated are also important. A
      restaurant could serve Kosher food (e.g. a strictly vegan Indian
      restaurant) and still not be Kosher. To be Kosher it would have to
      have a certificate from the regional Rabinate and be subjected to
      spot inspections.

      The way the Shivah was handled was absolutely wrong. I don't know who
      the consultant on Jewish law was, but he or she needs to be replaced.
      Shivah is a seven day period of mourning which starts immediately
      after the funeral and lasts till the nearest Shabbat, the Jewish
      Sabbath. The mourners, who are members of the immediate family
      (Brothers, Fathers, Sons) sit on the floor (which is why you sit
      Shivah). The mirrors in the home of the mourner are covered so that
      they concentrate on their grief for the family member without
      worrying about their own appearances. They usually wear old clothes
      (the biblical form of mourning involved wearing sacks and pouring
      ashes on your head). Guests who stop by bring food so that the family
      doesn't need to cook. These are minor details, but since the show
      chose to deal with this subject it could at least make an attempt to
      be somewhat accurate.

      The final point about Jewish stereotypes is especially frustrating.
      As I have indicated, I have several Rabbis in my immediate family.
      They are just as "hip" as anyone else. I think the B5 Rabbi's
      response to the station and the alien population would be like a
      current day Rabbi marveling over the magic of VCR technology. Many,
      many Rabbis have advanced degrees in science and medicine. (My Ph.D.
      thesis advisor was an Orthodox Rabbi). The Rabbi character's meddling
      with Sinclair seems to be a derivation of the "Jewish Mother"
      syndrome.  These things really rankle, especially in a show which
      strives to be cutting edge. Can't we lose some of the old
      stereotypes?!

Sorry for being so long winded.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 01:22:38 GMT
From: mauser@claris.com (Richard Chandler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Small Bits in TKO

A Little thing I noticed in TKO, when Walker Smith mentions that one of his
fights was hyped as World War 4, it implied to me that were was a World War
3 somewhere in Earth's past.

And WRT to people's complaints about the Rabbi's suit.  Hey, maybe fashion
just happens to have cycled back to suits like what we have today.  100
years from now we'll have big ruffs, 150 years: lapels out to the
shoulders, 175: Nehru jackets, and finally back to normal suits, you know?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 01:35:20 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: TKO and Judaism

   To the problems some have with Theodore Bikel's accent not sounding
real: it's my understanding that he was raised in Russia.
 
   Ivanova does not have an accent because she was educated overseas, her
father wanting her to have certain advantages the rest of her family did
not.
 
   Nowhere did we say that Andrei or the rest of the Ivanov family ever
emigrated.  They didn't.  They live in Russia.  Or lived, in any event.
Not everyone migrates to the US or to Israel, and not everyone wants to.
 
   On the treel/kosher discussion...I can only shrug.  Nobody's ever shown
that Jews go forward into the future, placed them at the heart of a science
fiction show as a regular character, nobody's shown shiva before in (and
possibly out of) an SF series... and some folks are complaining that not
every aspect of a treel's kosher-ness was discussed at dinnertime.
 
   Some days, you just can't win....
 
   Feh.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 03:35:45 GMT
From: jzitt@ssnet.com (Joseph Zitt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: TKO and Judaism

JMS <babylon5@solaris.cc.vt.edu> wrote:

>   On the treel/kosher discussion...I can only shrug.  Nobody's ever shown
>that jews go forward into the future, placed them at the heart of a
>science fiction show as a regular character, nobody's shown shiva before
>in (and possibly out of) an SF series... and some folks are complaining
>that not every aspect of a treel's kosher-ness was discussed at
>dinnertime.

Not in TV SF, but it has been done in print.  I believe another SF
treatment of sitting shiva is in the story "I'm Looking for Kadak" by an
otherwise obscure writer, Harlan Ellison.

Joseph Zitt
Wilmington, DE 
jzitt@ssnet.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 04:58:18 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: TKO - Poor Episode (Spoile

   I can't believe the degree to which this argument has gotten out of all
proportion.
 
   First, though, an aside: it has been the tradition of B5 areas on
various systems to be a little more polite than other areas.  Granted, we
all sometimes lose our temper and slip into name-calling.  I've done it
myself.  But lately I've been seeing one after another, using every name in
the book.  Points can be communicated without resorting to this sort of
thing, and frankly, after a while, it simply loses its impact.
 
   Just a thought.
 
   Now, on the samovar issue: whatever your background, if your family grew
up in Russia and has been there for several hundred years or more - and the
Ivanov family has been there since at LEAST the 1800s - you do become part
of the culture.  That, as I always understood it, was part of the reason
for making sure children learned Hebrew, Yiddish *and* the dominant
language of the culture, to give their kids a fighting chance in a
difficult world.  It's not so much a case of the culture assimiliating the
individual (though certainly that happens as well), but the individual
INCORPORATING the culture.
 
   Ivanova is Jewish.  Ivanova is Russian.  Of the two, she tends to see
herself as a Russian first.  There's no value statement there, that's just
the way she is.  Her parents were both Russian, going back many generations
on both sides.  Some in her family tree were Jewish, and some were not;
there was some intermarrying.  That may be part of why she sees herself as
more Russian than Jewish, but it may be just a quirk.
 
   (And to the protest of, "Well, you created her," yes, I did.  But there
comes a time, if you've done your job right as a writer, when the character
more or less takes over, and starts telling YOU who and what he or she is.
There are times I mentally turn to Ivanova and say, "Okay, what do *you*
think?"  And she talks to me in my head, as do all of my characters.  It's
part of making your characters real.)
 
   When she went off to boarding school overseas - part of an ongoing
international system put into place by EarthGov to help its various member
nations get along with one another - she identified most strongly with that
Russian aspect in relation to those around her.  She learned to speak
English without a perceptible accent.
 
   The samovar is a valued and valuable part of Russian life.  It is the
family hearth, on one level, a possession passed on from generation to
generation.  Knowing that Ivanova was not terribly religious herself, he
would generally not leave her any of his personal religious artifacts, but
would donate them to the local synagogue, while some, like a menorah, might
go to other relatives.  People who could appreciate them and use them.  The
samovar is a very personal object; to the correspondent with a fiance who
is Russian...*I* am Byeloruss, white-Russian, one-and-a-half generation
American born.  And I can tell you that the biggest fights I've ever seen
over bequeaths were over a) money, and b) the samovar.
 
   The problem with this discussion is that it has very little to do with
who Susan Ivanova *is*, and more to do with the politics of what a Russian
or a Jew or a Russian Jew *should be*.  She is what she is, like it or not.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 06:05:43 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: UK reviews: Born To the Pu

   Actually, the intent was never to hit people over the head with what a
nice person Ivanova is...or to shove her character down anyone's throat.
She has an arc of her own this season, which involves reconciling some
things with her family.  And we need to set *up* some things in her family
in order to pay them off later in the season.  You have to start a bit
early in order to get it all in without rushing it.
 
   All of our characters have their own arcs, and their own stories, and
their own forthcoming transitions.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 16:24:06 GMT
From: friedlan@pogo.den.mmc.com (Noah S Friedland)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: TKO and Judaism

(JMS) babylon5@solaris.cc.vt.edu writes:
>To the problems some have with Theodore Bikell's accent not sounding
>real...it's my understanding that he was raised in Russia.
> 
>Ivanova does not have an accent because she was educated overseas, her
>father wanting her to have certain advantages the rest of her family did
>not.
> 
>Nowhere did we say that Andrei or the rest of the Ivanov family ever
>emigrated.  They didn't.  They live in Russia.  Or lived, in any event.
>Not everyone migrates to the US or to Israel, and not everyone wants to.
> 
>On the treel/kosher discussion...I can only shrug.  Nobody's ever shown
>that jews go forward into the future, placed them at the heart of a
>science fiction show as a regular character, nobody's shown shiva before
>in (and possibly out of) an SF series...and some folks are complaining
>that not every aspect of a treel's kosher-ness was discussed at
>dinnertime.
> 
>Some days, you just can't win....
> 
>Feh.

A comment and then some suggestions.

First, I appreciate your frustration when dealing with Jewish issues.
First, there are at least three versions to everything (Reform,
Conservative and Orthodox) which can cause confusion among people who deal
with these things on a daily basis. To a neophyte they could seem
impossibly difficult.  It's a given that you're never going to please all
of the people all of the time. This would also explain the especially
heated debate on the net with various nits picked (I am also guilty of
this). Despite the few who have resorted to flame throwing, most of the
comments have been constructive.  The volume of traffic shows an interest
in the show and in the characters, which should make you happy. My advise:
Take it as a compliment.

Some suggestions/other comments:

1. You would have minimized the confusion by establishing the Rabbi's
   affiliation early in the show (Hassidic, Reform, Conservative etc.).

2. The fact that he wore a kipah and cared about Kosher food would indicate
   that he was affiliated with a more traditional school of thought. The
   wonder that he exhibited at the station and its aliens would indicate
   that he came from a more Hassidic background. Some of them have very
   little to do with the outside world. If he were modern Orthodox he would
   have most likely been aware of these things (since even Earth seems to
   abound with alien influences in the 23rd century). So, from the clues
   you have provided, the Rabbi probably wouldn't have eaten out. The
   dinner scene with Ivanova could have been set in the Rabbi's quarters
   (Zima plugs not withstanding :->).

3. More research should have been done into the shiva ceremony. I went into
   this extensively in a previous post. There were external things (costume
   and set design) which wouldn't have added extra time to the show.

4. It isn't clear that Ivanova is as assimilated as you suggest. It seems
   she has basic knowledge of Jewish tradition, which is a lot more than a
   lot of Jews know today. The fact that she keeps it to herself *is*
   consistent with the character. Sinclair didn't even know that her father
   died!

5. I see no problem with having a samovar as the family heirloom. I have
   many Israeli friends and acquaintances of Russian descent who have them
   proudly displayed in their homes.

6. Finally, regarding your point about Jewish existence in the future.
   Orthodox Judaism has remained fundamentally unchanged for over a
   thousand years.  It has been able to apply the same set of Halachic laws
   to discern what can or cannot be done in the modern era (e.g. driving a
   car on Shabbat).  Thus, extrapolating another two hundred and sixty
   years into the future doesn't seem to be too much of a stretch. (As for
   the others, who knows?)

Keep up the good work!

NSF

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 16:59:12 GMT
From: ericd@pacifier.rain.com (Eric Dahlquist)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: TKO and Judaism

> On the treel/kosher discussion...I can only shrug.  Nobody's ever shown
> that jews go forward into the future, placed them at the heart of a
> science fiction show as a regular character, nobody's shown shiva before
> in (and possibly out of) an SF series, and some folks are complaining
> that not every aspect of a treel's kosher-ness was discussed at
> dinnertime.

   I don't know about anyone else, but when I first heard the name of the
fish, I thought it was something close to TRILL (ala Star Trek, DS9).
 
   Maybe I'm just some poor sick schloch who sees too many opportunities
for people to get some rather cute digs in on their competitors.

Eric J. Dahlquist
ericd@pacifier.rain.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jun 94 17:19:07 GMT
From: lwv26@cas.org (Larry W. Virden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: Will the results of TKO show up later?

I myself am wondering about the 'path of blood' or was the the 'way of
blood' - the apparent mysticism/religion associated with the fight.  Was it
simply a 'greatest fighter of the universe' or was there other
ramifications?  If it was merely fighter then I can certainly see one level
of concern by aliens - the old 'we are the boy/girl scouts and we don't
want girl/boys in our troups' syndrome.  On the other hand, if there is a
religious aspect to the battle - and we now have a race either entering
without intending to follow the spiritual side (similar to learning one of
the oriental martial arts from a technique and not philosophical angle) OR
a new race which now is entering upon a new spiritual journey because of
the success of one of its members (which in my mind is even more exciting),
there are lots of future ramifications.

Larry W. Virden
674 Falls Place
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068-1614
lvirden@cas.org
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Date: 1 Jun 94 13:53:58 GMT
From: techy@iastate.edu (Troy A Rutter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: OFFICIAL BABYLON 5 CAST LIST

THE OFFICIAL CAST LIST OF BABYLON 5
Last Update: 6/01/94 - 9 am
Version 1.1
techy@iastate.edu   (Official Babylon 5 Librarian)

LAST NAME       FIRST NAME      CHARACTER NAME AND EPISODE NUMBERS

Adair           Diane           Mila Shar - #7
Aleong          Aki             Senator Hidoshi - #9,12
Attell          Toni            Med Tech #1 - #2
Austin          Jeff            Centauri #1 - #1
Banks           Joe             Guard - #8
Barnett         Steven          Eric - #0
Baron           Blaire          Carolyn Sykes - #0
Bentley         Jim             Man - #2
Biggs           Richard         Dr. Stephen Franklin - #2,4,7-10
Bikel           Theodore        Rabbi Koslov - #14
Boyer           Katy            Neeoma Connally - #12
Brabec          Anita           Dome Tech #3 - #13
Brown           Caitlin         Na' Toth - #5,9,12
Bruton          Macaulay        Garibaldi's Aide - #6
				Aide - #8
Butto           Chuck           Security Officer #1 - #7
Cervantes       Gary            Strongarm #1 - #8
Chamberlain     Ardwight        Kosh - #0,1,7,9,10,13
Chan            Michael         Roberts - #7
Chaves          Richard         Alvares - #7
Christian       Claudia         Lt. Commander Susan Ivanova - #1-14
Conley          Mark            Tech #1 - #2
Cook            David           Special Agent #1 - #11
Costa           Cosie           Abbut - #9
Courtney        James           Gyor - #14
Cox             Joshua          Dome Tech #1 - #13
Crowley         David           Lou Welch - #11
Curtis          Robin           Ambassador Kalika - #9
Darling         David           Guard #1 - #2
Ditillio        Robert          Norg - #3
				Ambassador #1 - #9
Donaldson       Tom             Cutter - #11
Douglas         Sarah           Jha'dur - #9
Dowe            Don             Earth Fighter - #6
Doyle           Jerry           Security Chief Michael Garibaldi - #1-14
Eastman         Rodney          Kiron Maray - #7
Egan            Maggie          Newsperson - #1
				ISN Reporter - #11
Farrow          Sav             Tech #1 - #4
				Tech #2 - #9
Fleck           John            Del Varner - #0
Furlan          Mira            Delenn - #0-2,5,7,8,10,13
Furst           Stephen         Vir - #1,3,5,7
Gabrielli       Elisa           Guest Liasion - #6
Gallardo        Silvana         Maya Hernandez - #10
Giannini        Jim             Ock - #3
Graham          Gerrit          Lord Kiro - #13
Grahn           Nancy           Shall Mayan - #7
Gunther         Mike            Alien #1 - #7
Hampton         Paul            The Senator - #0,1
Hardin          Joy             Narn #1 - #5
Hayes           William         Traveler - #0
Healy           Patricia        Mary Ann Cramer - #4,12
Hendrickson     Mark            Narn Captain - #1
				Du'Rog - #5
				Thegras - #7
				Grey Council #1 - #8
				Ashok - #9
				Alien #1 - #11
Henning         Ted             Guard #2 - #2
Hoffman         Linda           Tech #2 - #0
Hubley          Whip            Raider #1 - #13
Hutchison       Daniel          Security Guard - #4
Jackson         Robert          Tech #3 - #0
Jung            Calvin          Guard - #5
Jurasik         Peter           Londo Mollari #0,1,3,5,7,9-13
Kaplan          Jonathon        Shon - #10
Kasdorf         Lenore          ISN Reporter - #14
Katsulas        Andreas         G'Kar
Kelegian        Sylva           Tech #2 - #4
Kirby           Randall         Businessman #1 - #5
Kluger          Garry           Man - #13
Koenig          Walter          Bester - #6
Kopache         Thomas          Tu'Pari - #5
Lee             Stephen         Tharg - #10
Lowe            Tom             Gunman #1 - #3
Martinez        Ricardo         Worker #2 - #12
Mathis          Lee             Fighter #1 - #13
McCallum        David           Dr. Vance Hendricks - #4
McCoy           Douglas         Delta 7 - #1
				Fighter #2 - #13
McKellar        Danica          Aria Tensus - #7
McKenzie        Michael         Pilgrim - #5
				Narn Captain - #6,12
				Migo - #14
McKinney        Greg            Walker Smith - #14
Mercado         Hector          Pilot - #13
Mills           Katherine       Dancer - #3
Mumy            Bill            Lennier - #5,9
Neame           Christopher     Knight Two - #8
Nickson         Julia           Catherine Sakai - #5,6
Norris          Mike            Butz - #3
O'Hare          Michael         Commander Jeffrey Sinclair #0-14
Oh              Soon-Tek        The Muta-Do - #14
O'Neil          Tricia          M'ola - #10
Olster          Fredi           Lady Ladira - #13
Page            Kevin           Businessman - #6
Parker          F. William      Business Man #1 - #0
Perry           Rod             General Netter - #11
Peterson        Laura           Gera Akshi - #3
Phalen          Robert          Andrei Ivanova - #3,14
Porro           Mark            Security Guard - #7
Revill          Clive           Trakis - #3
Rey             Jose            Eduardo Delvientos - #12
Rizzoli         Tony            Guard - #4
Robertson       Marianne        Tech #1 - #1,3,8,9,11,12,14
				Tech #2 - #2
				Tech #3 - #4
				Dome Tech #1 - #6,13
				Dome Tech - #5,7
				Hostage - #0
Robinson        Glenn           Head Waiter - #5
Rogers          Tristan         Malcom Biggs - #7
Rosario         Jose            Nolan - #11
Sage            Dave            Business Man #2 - #0
Scott           Judson          Knight One - #8
Sekka           Johnny          Dr. Benjamin Kyle - #0
Sheppard        W. Morgan       Soul Hunter #1 - #2
Shishino        Fumi            Security Guard - #8
Silver          Robert          Reno - #13
Snyder          John            Soul Hunter #2 - #2
				Orin Zento - #12
Stroud          Don             Caliban - #14
Tallman         Patricia        Lyta Alexander - #0
Teague          Marshall        Nelson Drake - #4
Thomas          Elaine          Lianna Kemmer - #11
Thompson        Andrea          Talia Winters - #1,3,6,9
Tomita          Tamlyn          Laurel Takashima - #0
Trencher        Peter           Carn Mollari - #1
Udenio          Fabiana         Adira Tyree - #3
Vaughn          Floyd           Worker #1 - #12
Von Hicks       Erich           Businessman #2 - #5
Wake            Robin           Young Lianna - #11
Wasser          Ed              Morden - #13
				Guerra - #0
Waterman        Felicity        Kelsey - #6
Williams        Justin          Mitchell - #8
Williams        Lynn            Customs Guard - #13
Woronov         Mary            Ko D'Ath - #3
Yashima         Momo            Dr. Goyokin - #3
Yeuell          Paul            Customs Guard - #4
Young           William         Jason Ironheart - #6
Youngs          Jim             Benson - #8

This list contains pilot movie - "The Gathering" through "TKO"

The Official Babylon 5 Cast List
Compiled by Troy Rutter (techy@iastate.edu) - Babylon 5 Librarian
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Date: 7 Jun 94 21:10:31 GMT
From: brghteye@cts.com (Patrick McKinnion)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 Newsletter - What Happened ?

   Does anyone know the fate of the Babylon 5 newsletter ?  I got the first
three issues around the time of "The Gathering", and Kristy Marks did say
last summer that they'd be out again soon after series production started.
But it's been a year, and I've seen nothing past that first three.  Does
anyone know what's up with these ?
  
Patrick McKinnion

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jun 94 22:00:09 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Third Age of Mankind (spec

   While I can answer the question about the third age, I really can't at
the moment, and to tell the first two would reveal the third.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 05:21:19 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Garibaldi's drinking problem

   What do I know about alcoholics, to portray them?  Well, aside from a
degree in clinical psychology, and some internship work in the area, I come
from a family with alcoholism going back at least four generations, and I'm
talking *heavy duty*.  I am, in fact, the first male Straczynski in my
branch of this particular stunted tree NOT to have this problem.
 
   I have had far, far, far more experience with this area than I care to
recite...and from that perspective, I have no problem with Garibaldi's
portrayal.
 
JMS

------------------------------

From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Jump Time
Date: 8 Jun 94 05:21:22 GMT

   There's long been speculation that one or more of the major races keeps
a heavy cruiser standing by in hyperspace (as was mentioned in the pilot
movie) in case B5 ever needs to get muscled...
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 05:37:08 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sinclair's departure

   If you were to look at B5 realistically (which is kind of our goal), the
realities are that a Lieutenant-Commander would not be promoted into that
kind of position.  She's not *nearly* seasoned enough to be entrusted with
a diplomatic posting (and can you *imagine* her trying to be diplomatic on
a regular basis?).  So it'd have to be someone else.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 15:19:08 GMT
From: tracer@netcom.com (Roger M. Wilcox)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Parallel evolution; explanation?

We know from "Midnight on the Firing Line" that the Centauri and Humans are
not genetically related.  It is reasonable to assume that the Minbari and
Narn[s] aren't genetically related to each other or to Humans or Centauri
either.

Thus, what is the explanation for the obvious parallel evolution between
these four species?  They all have two arms, two legs, five fingers on each
hand, a vocal mechanism capable of human speech - and even (apparently)
virtually identical mating habits/rituals, which we HUMANS don't even share
with our closest relatives, the Chimpanzees!  (Chimp mating is essentially
orgiastic; pairs of male and female chimps don't "settle down" with one
another.)

Surely, if an extra arm evolved into a species, that would prove a handy
advantage (pardon the pun).  And if a species didn't have a complex vocal
mechanism, but did have hands with fingers on them, it could probably
figure out some form of sign language to use, maybe in concert with a few
different grunts.

Star Trek TNG's explanation was that a much much earlier race put a
four-billion-year genetic program on a lot of habitable worlds which
directed evolution toward a more-or-less human form.  Is there any such
sinister meddling going on under the surface of the B5 universe, or are
four of the Big Five species just "incredibly lucky" to end up so similar?

Roger M. Wilcox
tracer@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 16:51:53 GMT
From: rrheaume@emr.ca (Roberta Rheaume)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: What happens to Sinclair's girlfriend

I really like Julia Nickson (sp?) and I thought her character could provide
for quite good development.  Now that Sinclair's leaving, will she have to
go as well?  Since they meet every 3-4 years anyway, this should fit right
in with the story.  I would like to see her character developed more as an
independent entrepreneur dealing with some of the darker forces in the
universe.  Perhaps this is a chance for her to develop on her own more
without ties to Sinclair.

Anyway, I hope you keep her.  She is very different from any other female
character I have seen on SF, either in the movies or on TV.

Thanks for the time and the program.

Roberta Rheaume
rrheaume@emr1.emr.ca

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 18:16:01 GMT
From: katie@physics2.rutgers.edu (Katie Schwarz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Babylon in the Bible

Joe Straczynski has indicated in his posts that his Babylon 5 storyline was
loosely inspired by the real history of Babylon. What might he have in
mind? Shawn Bayern has already written a summary (available on the ftp
site, ftp.uml.edu) about the Babylonian empire of Hammurabi.  How about if
we look at the stories involving Babylon in the Bible? Well, this may be
silly and the wrong place to look, but it could be an occasion for
interesting speculation. I'll try not to let anything that could be
considered a story idea creep into the following musings:

(Disclaimer! Disclaimer! I really don't know the Bible, I just looked up
Babylon in the index of the Oxford Study Edition New English Bible.  What
follows may be full of misinterpretations, so don't take it too seriously.
Anyone see last week's New Yorker with the article on flaming, where
somebody compared disclaimers and smileys to the elaborate displays of
cringing that dogs have to go through whenever they meet to avoid getting
into a fight? :-) :-) :-) :-) )

Okay, in Genesis there's the story of the Tower of Babel, which comes right
after the flood. The commentary with this edition says that this chapter is
the last of the "primeval" part of Genesis, and what comes after it (the
history of the patriarchs starting with Abraham) can be placed within the
context of the known history of the Ancient Near East.  A dividing line
between eras? Hmmm.

Then in the books of Kings and Chronicles is the story of the Babylonian
Exile. After a period of glory under David and Solomon, Jerusalem was
conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and most of its people taken
into exile in Babylon. Jerusalem was destroyed, stripped of its treasures,
the temple built by Solomon burned down. (Destruction of the center of a
culture? Sound like anything that's been predicted for the end of the first
season?)

After about fifty years of exile (we're into the book of Ezra now) Cyrus of
Persia, who had conquered Babylon, decided to let the Jews return to
Jerusalem, and they rebuilt the city and the temple. In the books of Isaiah
and Nehemiah, there's a lot of emphasis on prophecies that Jerusalem would
fall as punishment for the religious transgressions of its kings and
people, followed by even more prophecies that the exile wouldn't last
forever, that Babylon in turn would be punished - that in fact it would be
totally wiped out, uninhabited. (Prophecies of the death of Babylon? Sound
like something we've seen?)

Of course, any relation between any of this and the Babylon 5 storyline may
be totally off base. And anyone who knows the Bible better than me, feel
free to correct what I said.

Katie Schwarz
katie@physics.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 18:36:41 GMT
From: schillin@spock.usc.edu (John Schilling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Parallel evolution; explanation?

tracer@netcom.com (Roger M. Wilcox) writes:
>We know from "Midnight on the Firing Line" that the Centauri and Humans
>are not genetically related.  It is reasonable to assume that the Minbari
>and Narn[s] aren't genetically related to each other or to Humans or
>Centauri either.
>
>Thus, what is the explanation for the obvious parallel evolution between
>these four species?

One possibility might be the radiopanspermia hypothesis.  This is a serious
(but not widely accepted) proposal that life can spread through
interstellar space, even without starships.  The process goes something
like this:

   Some forms of life reproduce via spores, which can survive for extremely
   long periods of exposure to extremely hostile environments.

   Catastrophic events on one world, such as cometary impacts, could throw
   lots of these spores into space at greater than local escape velocity.

   Over very long periods of time, light pressure could "blow" these spores
   across interstellar distances.

   Some of these spores may be drawn to other planets, and due to the
   extremely low mass/area ratio, might survive reentry.

   If the target world is amenable to life, but life has not yet evolved
   there, the spore could reproduce and become the ancestor of all life on
   that world.

Other versions of the radiopanspermia hypothesis include life evolving, or
at least reproducing, in favorable deep-space locations such as cometary
nuclei.  As I have said, this theory is not widely accepted, and will
probably turn out to be false, but it is remarkably hard to disprove with
only a single data point.

If it did turn out to be true, we would expect that all life would be
similar in certain fundamental ways.  All would be based on DNA, with
compatable biochemistries, and might have built-in tendencies towards
bilateral symmetry and the like.  Given similar evolutionary forces on
different worlds, one might get humanoids as the dominant intelligent
lifeforms everywhere.  It's quite a stretch, but it is the only theory I
can think of which would explain what we see on B5.  And it also explains
why the various races could eat one another's food.

Unfortunately for G'Kar, interspecies reproduction is still out.

John Schilling
University of Southern California
Aerospace Engineering Department 
schillin@spock.usc.edu           
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Date: 8 Jun 94 14:56:48 GMT
From: mwahoske@uranus.ee.nd.edu (matthew wahoske)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS - Actors for next season

JMS:

   Now that Babylon-5 has been renewed for a second season, I'm wondering
if you're still looking into using some former Doctor Who actors, such as
Colin Baker or Tom Baker as guest stars in any of the episodes.  I remember
you saying that you were thinking about doing this.  As a fan of both
shows, it would be nice to see some crossover in terms of actors.

Thanks for your consideration.

Matt Wahoske
University of Notre Dame

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jun 94 21:40:12 GMT
From: cmiller@u.washington.edu (Craig Miller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Another Shadow reference...

Well, I had a little free time this afternoon and decided to play a random
tape from my Babylon 5 collection on VHS.  It just so happens that I pulled
out Soul Hunter, and with my new found knowledge of this universe I started
watching.

It seems that in the middle we get an as-yet-untold reference to possibly
the Shadowmen which we have grown accustomed to now.  During the scene
where the Soul Hunter is drawn by the dying gambler and keeps chanting his
death chant...the whole bit about 'faster now...it comes', well here's the
semi-complete test of that bit.

Soul Hunter:  it comes.....it comes.....it comes
	      quickflash, the deep blue of pain...dull, muffled...slower now
	      closer now...over your shoulder...it comes, the transition,
	      *a shadow*, the long exhalation of the spirit...
	      can you see it, healer?

So you see the reference to a *shadow*, perhaps this might be a new
definition to add to the Shadowmen's status.  Perhaps the Shadowmen are
more then just merely another species, or race or hybrid.  Maybe they are
greater then that, maybe they are some universal species which is involved
in death.  The Minbari prize their own deaths as rejoining with the Minbari
consciousness and being reborn in the next generation, it seems logical
that they would know about these Shadows and why they are terrified (or
quite alarmed) by their arrival at B5.

Well it may all be me trying to find something in the dark (excuse the pun)
but I love this show and can't help but find new threads to spawn and
create havoc.

CJM

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 02:04:42 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael O'Hare'

   "...the *possibility* that O'Hare could return at some time in the
future.  No obligations, no plan for it."
 
   We've already filmed one sequence with a return for season two, to start
that ball rolling.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 02:04:51 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: JMS: does this group affec

   I have thus far changed about 3 or 4 minor elements because someone
posted what could constitute a story idea that came uncomfortably close to
what we were doing this season.  Fortunately, they were small things, and
didn't affect anything substantial, but it is kind of a pain.
 
   On the *other* hand...very often there are zillions of questions here
about the characters, the universe, history, all that.  A writer's job in
creating a universe is to try and think of every question, and answer it.
But far more questions get asked here than I could ever think of.  So,
sometimes a question I'd never considered gets asked, I come up with an
answer, and now it's part of the show.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 02:04:54 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Parallel evolution; explanatio

   From an evolutionary standpoint, you want your sensors at the highest
part of your body, to look for prey or predator; you want your mouth that
high as well, to eat leaves if need be.  To run from predators or after
prey you need good legs, at least two; four can be hard to get through
narrow areas, and tends to deprive one of two limbs that could otherwise be
used for tools and the evolution of the opposable thumb required for
technology.  It seems a very sensible arrangement across the board for an
advanced species.  (And note that of all the UFO reports we hear about,
they're always humanoid, not BEMs.)
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 02:32:28 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Airschedule: CHRYSALIS

   As it was explained to me by Warners, the HUT (Households Using
Televisions) figures for August are notoriously low.  Also, they said that
they thought that showing it once, then again in reruns that week, and then
again before the start of season two would "diminish" the impact of what
is, frankly, our best episode of the whole first season.
 
   So they want to play it just the week before year two starts.
 
   This ain't my decision, and I've debated it with WB until I've turned
blue in the face.  They still think it's a wonderful idea.  Their
motivation is only good.  I just don't agree that this is the best way to
do it; a cliffhanger is supposed to...well...leave you hanging.  I mean,
that's kind of in the description, isn't it?
 
   Sometimes studios, like god, transcend all understanding.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 02:51:34 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 Novels

   Dell Books is doing the B5 series of novels.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 02:51:36 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: B5 Newsletter - What Happened

   OKAY!  OKAY!  I'LL WRITE THE GODDAMNED ESSAY THAT CHRISTY MARX HAS BEEN
NAGGING ME TO WRITE FOR THE LAST MONTH OR TWO OR THREE OR WHO EVEN
REMEMBERS WITH HER AFTER A WHILE, JUST THIS CONSTANT DRONING, ON AND ON AND
ON, "WRITE THE ESSAY, WRITE THE ESSAY, WRITE THE ESSAY," AND I TELL HER
I'VE BEEN BUSY, I'VE BEEN NUTS, GO AWAY, I'M TRYING TO MAKE A SERIES HERE
GODDAMNIT, BUT NOOOOOO, SHE JUST KEEPS ON COMING, WON'T STOP, AND NOW SHE'S
SENDING HER AGENTS OF DARKNESS AFTER ME, THAT'S IT, YOU'RE WORKING FOR HER,
AREN'T YOU, TELL THE TRUTH, I'VE SEEN HER OUTSIDE MY WINDOW AT NIGHT,
WATCHING, WATCHING....
 
   I am in *desperate* need of a vacation...
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 03:14:54 GMT
From: mkelly@lazy.helios.nd.edu (michael kelly)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Mind War" -second thoughts

Some things I missed upon first viewing. (I wasn't watching for any
"corrections" -I was making dinner. As much as I enjoy the show, a man has
got to eat!)

Pardon the pun in the subject line.

Spoilers below:

It never occurred to me before that the giant "space jellyfish" that walks
near Sigma 957 may be walking there to eat. After all, wouldn't a creature
who can "jump" naturally want to eat Q-40 (?), which is used in the
construction of jumpgates?

Questions: Does the space jellyfish have a name? Any in-joke to the name
"Sigma 957"?

Ironheart quoting Amerindian: "You cannot destroy one who has dreamed a
dream like mine." Ojibwa, isn't it?

Ironheart was wearing a little pendant similar to Morden. Could be just a
case of recycling wardrobe, but who knows?

Psi-ratings. So far we've seen two 5s, two 12s, and one 10++ identified.
The only other info we have is statistical: 0.001 chance of human having
any Psi, 10^-6 chance of a Psi having any TK, and then 64% (or so) of TKs
going insane. (Did I get these numbers right?)

Questions: Do we know about the Psi-scale? I find it hard to believe that
it is logarithmic, or even powers of two. Bester just didn't seem to be
*that* much above Tali (128 or 10^7 times). Is it just a way of classifying
Psis? (i.e., level 5s can detect lies in non-humans, level 6s can give
non-Psis "good vibes")

Mike Kelly
Notre Dame Department of Physics
mkelly@doc.helios.nd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 07:24:20 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Parallel evolution; explanation

(JMS) babylon5@solaris.cc.vt.edu writes:
>   From an evolutionary standpoint, you want your sensors at the highest
>part of your body, to look for prey or predator; you want your mouth that
>high as well, to eat leaves if need be.  To run from predators or after
>prey you need good legs, at least two; four can be hard to get through
>narrow areas, and tends to deprive one of two limbs that could otherwise
>be used for tools and the evolution of the opposable thumb required for
>technology.  It seems a very sensible arrangement across the board for an
>advanced species.  (And note that of all the UFO reports we hear about,
>they're always humanoid, not BEMs.)

Ah, but there's a difference in eye location for prey/predator; note that
carnivores tend to have both eyes at the front, to facilitate pursuit and
stereoscopic ranging; vegetable chompers tend to have eyes on the sides, so
they can see more of what's going on around them.  (Front-of-the-head eyes
also show up in arboreal critters, who need very accurate stereoscopic
ranging, for obvious reasons.)
 
You can even see this effect in birds; owls and hawks tend to have
forward-mounted eyes, and seed-eaters and carrion-eaters (like our national
symbol) have eyes more to the sides....still close enough to the front that
they *can* be used for flying, but with enough side view that it's hard to
sneak up on them.
 
My point is, *all* the aliens we've seen, so far, have eyes on the FRONT of
their heads, like omnivores, carnivores, or arboreals and alates.
 
So, my question is, are we ever going to see side-of-the-head eyes on an
intelligent life form in B-5, or is the official position that intelligence
doesn't evolve in plant-eaters?

(I'm still trying to figure out the eyes on the n'grath....)

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 07:57:59 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Mind War" -second thoughts

   There's an awful lot there and most of it involves math, so I'm going to
have to puzzle this out.  But for the other stuff...no, there's no in-joke
in Sigma 957, but ***CONGRATULATIONS!*** You are the FIRST person to pick
up on the Native American line that Ironheart quotes when he goes up
against Kelsey.  (And yes, I believe it is Ojibwe in origin.)  I've always
considered it a very powerful line (a prayer of protection against one's
enemies), and wanted to use it.  That seemed the perfect opportunity to do
so.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 07:58:03 GMT
From: straczynski@genie.geis.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Airschedule: Chrysalis

   They're still planning to show "Chrysalis" in October; I'm still
arguing.  We'll see who lasts longer.
 
JMS

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 16:23:07 GMT
From: DHill@jacobs.com (Hill, Dave)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mind War -- a glass of water

There was a thread going on a bit back about the significance of Ivanova
handing Talia a glass of water after the mindscan scene in "Mind War".
There was speculation about this being a key clue to the upcoming romantic
relationship Ivanova is going to have, per a People magazine article.
Having just watched the episode last night, in light of that discussion ...

Sometimes a glass of water is just a glass of water.

The scene is intense.  The Psi Cops probe Talia relentlessly.  Sinclair
rails at them to stop.  They finally break off their probe.

Talia half-collapses against Sinclair's desk, dazed, in mental pain.  Shot
of Sinclair and Ivanova, both looking concerned.  Ivanova grabs the glass
of water on Sinclair's desk and hands it to her.

Talia takes it, stares at it a beat as if trying to recognize it, then
glances up at Ivanova briefly, as the scene continues.

Talia's glance appears to be half-dazed, half-surprised, half-thankful
(which is three halves, I know).  The surprise, though, seems to stem from
the daze.

Somebody's been beating you about the head with a sledge hammer.  When it
stops, you sag, lean against the nearest solid object.  Somebody shoves
something in your hand.  What the hell is it?  A - glass of water, you
think.  Who -- ?  Look.  You know her, don't you?  If only those bells
would stop ringing in your head.  That's, oh, yeah, Ivanova.  You'd thank
her properly, but those bells are ringing too loudly.  You'll just take a
drink instead.

Something like that.

Which is not to rule out something between the two of them (though I think
that Ivanova, while sympathetic to Talia, would be way unlikely to get
close to a telepath, after what happened to her mom).  Just to say that I
think this particular episode has very little to support such a hypothesis.

Dave Hill
dhill@jacobs.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 16:52:09 GMT
From: awierdo@ripco.com (Aaron Hughes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Minbari Triangularity

Why do the Minbari have this thing with triangles? It seems to be in
everything of theirs, not just their religion. Their fighters have three
thrusters, their cruisers have a three fins, Delenn's room is littered with
triangles!

Any Input?

Aaron Hughes

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 18:01:34 GMT
From: jeana@cbnewse.cb.att.com (jean)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Compute" Article

The newest issue of "Compute" has a good article on B5 in it.  (I just got
my subscription copy, so it should be on the newstands shortly).

It discusses an upcoming "monster" that eats people's brains - interesting
comment that the director was afraid to let the actors do much moving since
he was afraid that wouldn't work with the CGI.  It would have, so now the
actors (according to the author of the article) don't look "right."  (Note
that I'm refraining from using the term wooden :-))

I wonder, though.  If I were a director, I'd want to try out the 'movement'
issue with the CGI beforehand.  Does time simply not allow for that? You
wouldn't even have to do it with the actors.  Heck, if I were the CGI
person I'd want to try it out beforehand.

Anyway, it's a nice article.  Not one actor shown in the illustrations!

tt!hrcce!jean

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 18:23:21 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Minbari Triangularity

awierdo@ripco.com (Aaron Hughes) writes:
> Why do the Minbari have this thing with triangles? It seems to be in
> everything of theirs, not just their religion. Their fighters have three
> thrusters, their cruisers have a three fins, Delenn's room is littered
> with triangles!
>
> Any Input?

I should think it would be obvious.  The Minbari are descended from
Heinleinian Martians.
 
Incidentally, you might want to take a close look at the decor in
Sinclair's quarters.  One wall decoration (?)  is a huge, point-down,
triangle.  It might even be the same prop Sinclair was trussed to when the
Minbari had him, remounted as part of the set dressing for Sinclair's
quarters.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 19:53:16 GMT
From: u70007@windsurf.nersc.gov (Eric Salo)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mind War - a few thoughts (and SPOILERS)

Well, I just caught Mind War for the first time last night and I liked it a
lot; a good, solid episode. A few thoughts:

Walter Koenig was great! It was nice to see him play someone so different
from that certain other character that we all associate him with, and he
pulled it off nicely; Bester struck me as a very unpleasant and dangerous
fellow. I hope we see him again in the future.

1 out of every 1000 humans are telepathic?!? This is a huge percentage of
the population when you consider that today the number is 0 out of 1000.
How did this ever come to be, I wonder?

This has been mentioned before, but I'd *really* like to see the
definitions of the P-ratings. Ideally, this should have been done prior to
Mind War; if we had known, for example, what exactly it meant to be a P-10
instead of a P-5, then I think the effect would have been much greater when
the Psi-Cops told us that they were P-12.

The $64,000 question now is, of course, what's the story with Talia? Is she
still just a P-5 but with telekinesis, or has her rating also gone up?
We've seen almost nothing of her in subsequent episodes except for
Deathwalker, and she certainly did not display any superior abilities in
that story! Maybe she's gone off for a while to explore and develop her new
abilities?

"Be seeing you" (complete with gesture!) was the best line in the story. It
was absolutely the perfect response to Sinclair's "victory".

Eric Salo
National Energy Research Supercomputer Center
P.O. Box 5509,  L-560
Livermore,  CA  94450
salo@nersc.gov

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 19:54:46 GMT
From: DORN@dirac.physics.jmu.edu (Dr. Dorn W. Peterson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Decimate a major character's homeworld."

Has anyone ever suggested that "a major character's homeworld" might not be
the same as "a major race's homeworld"?

Isn't Sinclair from Mars Colony?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Allen (7 msgs) & Bear (4 msgs) &
                         Blaylock (4 msgs) & Bova (2 msgs) & 
                         Bradley & Brust (2 msgs) & 
                         Callander & Card (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 02:46:28 GMT
From: 71443.1447@compuserve.com (David E Romm)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Roger MacBride Allen

ssaunder@FOX.NSTN.NS.CA ("Steve Saunders & Bev Richardson") wrote:
> Someone mentioned Torch of Honour and Rogue Powers. This is the first I
> have heard of these two books by him. What are they about? Are they good?
> Are they still in print?

I've read Torch of Honor and a few others.  They are okay, if you like that
kind of military sf.  Personally, I tend not to.  But I managed to finish
Torch and Ring of Charon, and while they didn't make much of an impression
on me, they didn't repel me.  You may do with this as you will.

However, Orphan of Creation is terrific!  Highly recommended!  It's
essentially the same theme as Alice Walker's The Color Purple (made into a
movie by Spielberg).  I think it's a much better book.  Definitely an area
of science fiction not well trod, and very nicely written.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 06:25:14 GMT
From: robertaw@halcyon.com (Robert A. Woodward)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Roger MacBride Allen

jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu wrote:
> I haven't read those, but his RING OF CHARON was a 9.5 on a 10 scale,
> IMHO.  Excellent plot + "hard" science in sci-fi.  Better than Asimov or
> Cadian.  The basic plot involves transdimensional travel, a Dyson
> sphere-sized computer, gravity control (like our radio wave control), and
> Man's place in the universe.
> 
> RING OF CHARON is supposed to be the first book in Allen's THE HUNTED
> EARTH series.  Has he made the sequel yet?

The 2nd Hunted Earth, The Shattered Sphere is OUT! (but in hardcover). As
for Torch of Honor and Rogue Powers, Torch was his first book, Rogue was
its sequel. Let's see if I can describe the plot ... The followers of
Lyndon Larouche (sp?), well not by that name, escape to space in an early
FTL spaceship; several centuries later they return to "liberate" a Finnish
colony.

rawoodward@aol.com
robertaw@halcyon.com
cjpw69a@prodigy.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 16:23:03 GMT
From: cash@convex.com (Peter Cash)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Roger MacBride Allen

<jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu> wrote:
>I haven't read those, but his RING OF CHARON was a 9.5 on a 10 scale,
>IMHO.  Excellent plot + "hard" science in sci-fi.  Better than Asimov or
>Cadian.  The basic plot involves transdimensional travel, a Dyson
>sphere-sized computer, gravity control (like our radio wave control), and
>Man's place in the universe.

My favorite part is when he's confronted with the fact that his
unauthorized experiment (apparently) destroyed the Earth, the protagonist
is struck by the awful conviction that "this will somehow come out of my
paycheck". 8^)

Yes, are there sequels to RING OF CHARON out there?

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 21:16:23 GMT
From: hearn@claris.com (Bob Hearn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Roger MacBride Allen

ssaunder@FOX.NSTN.NS.CA ("Steve Saunders & Bev Richardson") wrote:
> Someone mentioned Torch of Honour and Rogue Powers. This is the first I
> have heard of these two books by him. What are they about? Are they good?
> Are they still in print?

I don't think they're still in print.  Check out your used bookstores.
Torch of Honor has perhaps the best space combat I have ever read, and
Rogue Powers (sequel) follows up with even more.  That part was very well
done.  In Torch of Honor, the characters are simplistic and larger than
life.  The characterizations are somewhat better in Rogue Powers.  There's
one big science error: everyone travels faster than light via the C-squared
drive, which lets you travel at the velocity of light squared!  Anyone with
a high school physics education can see that the square of a velocity has
the wrong units to be a velocity.  It simply makes no sense.  Other than
that problem, and the simple characters in Torch of Honor, I enjoyed both
books quite a bit.  Roger MacBride Allen is one of my favorite authors, but
his books are hard to find.  The Shattered Sphere is just out; it's a
sequel to The Ring of Charon, which I think is his best novel to date.  (I
haven't read The Shattered Sphere yet; just picked it up today!)

Bob Hearn
hearn@claris.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 08:10:03 GMT
From: aeb@saltfarm.bt.co.uk (Tony Bass)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Roger MacBride Allen

ssaunder@FOX.NSTN.NS.CA ("Steve Saunders & Bev Richardson"):
> Someone mentioned Torch of Honour and Rogue Powers. This is the first I
> have heard of these two books by him. What are they about? Are they good?
> Are they still in print?

Fighting, slightly more reflective than the average space soldier novel.
Good descriptions of giant hardware.  Sorry, I cannot say whether in print.
They are all right, but might disappoint by comparison with _Ring of
Charon_ or (my own favourite) _Orphan of Creation_.

Tony Bass
MLB 3/19, BT Laboratories
Martlesham Heath, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP5 7RE
aeb@saltfarm.bt.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 15:21:56 GMT
From: tyg@hq.ileaf.com (Tom Galloway)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Roger MacBride Allen

jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu writes:
>RING OF CHARON is supposed to be the first book in Allen's THE HUNTED
>EARTH series.  Has he made the sequel yet?

The sequel, THE SHATTERED SPHERE, is just now arriving on the shelves
(read: saw copies in a store in New Hampshire over the weekend, didn't see
copies in a store in Cambridge last night). It's a hardcover, btw.

Coming out this fall will be INFERNO, a sequel to CALIBAN. Roger'll also be
doing some Star Wars books.

tyg
tyg@hq.ileaf.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 94 08:50:38 GMT
From: early@crash.cts.com (Timothy Early)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Roger MacBride Allen

No one in this thread has mentioned the following two books, both which I
can recommend to fans of Roger MacBride Allen:

SUPERNOVA by R.A.MacB and Eric Kotani
	
THE WAR MACHINE: Crisis of Empire III   by R.A.MacB and David Drake

'The War Machine' was the best of David Drake's dismal 'Crisis of Empire'
shared world.  The others two books are not necessary to understand this
one, if fact, avoid the rest.  This was the only one done by R.A.MacB.

Tim Early
early@crash.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 20:32:10 GMT
From: janiceg@marvin.eng.sun.com (Janice Gelb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Moving Mars"

I've been trying to be good and read the Hugo nominees this year, and
recently finished "Moving Mars" by Greg Bear. I didn't think the book had a
particularly original slant anyway, but I thought I noticed a *great* deal
of similarity to Joe Haldeman's "Worlds."  I was just wondering if anyone
else had noticed this also, or whether it's just me.

Janice Gelb
janiceg@marvin.eng.sun.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 17:48:15 GMT
From: kluther@nickel.ucs.indiana.edu (Ken Luther)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Bear's MOVING MARS / HEADS Universe

I've read, I think, about 1/3 to 1/2 of Greg Bear's works. The one I read
most recently was HEADS, and I was pleasantly surprised to find it set in
the same "universe" as MOVING MARS (which he wrote later, but which I read
before :-). Are any of his other books set in the same background - the
Triple, the associations of Binding Multiples on the Moon and on Mars,
etc.??

Ken Luther
School of Public & Environmental Affairs
Indiana University
kluther@nickel.ucs.indiana.edu         

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 94 16:13:12 GMT
From: jrrl@timbuktu.mt.cs.cmu.edu (John R R Leavitt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Moving Mars"

>I've been trying to be good and read the Hugo nominees this year, and
>recently finished "Moving Mars" by Greg Bear. I didn't think the book had
>a particularly original slant anyway, but I thought I noticed a *great*
>deal of similarity to Joe Haldeman's "Worlds."  I was just wondering if
>anyone else had noticed this also, or whether it's just me.

Well, I won't comment at length here, because I do so in my review of
Moving Mars in the second issue of Omphalos (due out in a few weeks), but,
YES, I did feel a very strong resonance of Worlds, and in fact the whole
Worlds trilogy, while reading it.  I think that this is a rather inevitable
comparison, given the number of similar plot elements, but I felt the two
were different enough that each stands on its own very well.  I won't say
any more about MM here, as I don't want to spoil the review. :^)


John R. R. Leavitt
Center for Machine Translation
Carnegie Mellon University    
jrrl@cs.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 94 14:23:15 GMT
From: dic@mundil.cs.mu.oz.au (Brendan James DICK)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Moving Mars"

I don't know about similarities but IMHO MM was one of Bear's worst books
to date and I've loved evething else he's written (except perhaps heads).

Brendan

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 21:21:17 GMT
From: finn@mcs.com (finn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: James P. Blaylock rocks my world...

When I was a kid, my favorite books, hands down, were _The Elven Ship_ (or
was it _Elfin_? I can never remember) and _The Disappearing Dwarf_.  I read
them both about 632 times.  Then came _The Stone Giant_.  I read it 342
times (I haven't had it as long).  Now, 10 years later, I still pick them
up periodically and I am as entranced by them now as I was when I was 12.

Am I alone in lust and admiration for this fantasy world?

What else has the magnificent James P. written?  Can it possibly compare?

Has he written a fourth novel in the collection?

Does too much exposure to flickering flourescent light lead to homicidal
tendencies?  (oops....wrong group)

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 05:58:33 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James P. Blaylock rocks my world...

I love James P. Blaylock, but those early works of his display raw talent
but not much else (the third one was actually written much later, and is an
exception).

I hate to differ with you, but I would never recommend those books to
anyone.

But he _has_ written a number of books, I _really_ have enjoyed, and you
might, too, if you tried them:

HOMONCULUS
THE DIGGING LEVIATHAN
THE PAPER GRAIL
THE LAST COIN
LAND OF DREAMS

and a recent book, a ghost story, the name of which escapes me for the
moment, though I did read it.

My personal favorite is _The Last Coin_.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 94 14:25:00 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com (Jim Henry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James P. Blaylock rocks my world...

I agree his later books are generally better, but _The Elfin Ship_ (which
was the fourth book of his I read, after _Grail_, _Coin_, and _Land of
Dreams_) is nothing to sneeze at either.  I'd not hesitate to recommend ALL
of his books (though I still haven't found _Homunculus_, _The Digging
Leviathan_, or _The Magic Spectacles_).

jim.henry@ftl.atl.ga.us

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 94 04:35:48 GMT
From: Glenn_Woodsworth@mindlink.bc.ca (Glenn Woodsworth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: James P. Blaylock rocks my world...

I don't think Magic Spectacles was ever published in North America.  I
don't know why, 'cause I think it's one of his best books.  Whimsical and
gentle, like the Elfin Ship, but more mature.

Digging Leviathan and Homunculus are also good; Hom. won the P.K. Dick
award the year it was published.

glenn_woodsworth@mindlink.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 22:11:48 GMT
From: ghenniga@ampere.nmsu.edu (Gary Hennigan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ben Bova

How many books are there in Bova's Orion series? I've read:
   Orion
   Orions Revenge (or similiar)
   Orion in the Dying Time

Are there any more?

Any answers appreciated!

Gary Hennigan
glhenni@cs.sandia.gov

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 94 00:45:29 GMT
From: pnh@panix.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ben Bova

ghenniga@ampere.NMSU.Edu (Gary Hennigan) writes:
>Bova:

>How many books are there in Bova's Orion series? I've read:
>   Orion
>   Orions Revenge (or similiar)
>   Orion in the Dying Time
>
>Are there any more?

The ORION series:
ORION (Fireside/S&S trade pb; Tor pb)
VENGEANCE OF ORION (Tor hc & pb)
ORION IN THE DYING TIME (Tor hc & pb)
ORION AND THE CONQUEROR (Tor hc, February 1994; pb forthcoming in 1995)
ORION AMONG THE STARS (Tor hc forthcoming Spring 1995)

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 15:07:55 GMT
From: jorge@micom.com (Jorge De los Rios)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Darkover chronology

If anyone has or can point me to a chronology of the Darkover novels, I
would appreciate it.  Please e-mail your response. Thanks!

Jorge De los Rios

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 94 11:55:40 GMT
From: pnh@tor.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Brust: Unpublished Paarfiana, available via gopher

We are in the process of constructing a sample-chapters directory on
Panix's gopher server (gopher.panix.com), and a formal announcement should
be forthcoming in a few days along with a new issue of our overdue online
newsletter.

Meanwhile, however, Steve Brust fans might want to know that the sample
chapters from FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AFTER in that directory include Paarfi's
own Preface, ruthlessly suppressed from the published version of his
History.  Be the first on your block to read this controversial piece of
scholarly score-settling, in which the famous Roundwood historian answers
his critics.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@tor.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 94 11:18:05 GMT
From: pnh@tor.com (P Nielsen Hayden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Brust

jonkung@soda.berkeley.edu (Jonathan Kung) writes:
>Apologies if this has been answered before, but when will FIVE HUNDRED
>YEARS AFTER by Steven Brust be out in paperback?

Next spring, probably April.  A year from the hardcover, give or take.

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
senior editor
Tor Books
pnh@tor.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 94 03:45:30 GMT
From: dbmartin@ns1.unicomp.net (David Martin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Don Callander?

Does anyone know if Don Callander is writing a fourth book in his
Pyromancer series?

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 19:02:02 GMT
From: stanczyk@benji.colorado.edu (Mike Stanczyk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card's Homecoming series...so far

> Nathan D. Johnson (njohnson@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu) wrote:
> well, as I understand it, it is about the Book of Mormon. 

Would someone please explain how the Book of Mormon has anything to do with
Homecoming series?  I don't see the connection.

>Of course, I also thought Xenocide was a waste of trees.

Xenocide is the one book of Card's that really pisses me off.  In every
other series book Card has written, each book provides a sense of closure
of the main story.  Ender's Game, Speaker for the Dead, even the Homecoming
series does it.  Why not Xenocide?  I could live without ever reading
another book in the Homecoming series (due to the closure of each book) but
the hanging ending in Xenocide leaves me wanting more.

By the way, Card has a new book out called Lovelock, Book 1 of the
Mayflower Trilogy.  Co-authored with Kathryn H. Kidd.  Another multibook
story.  *sigh*

Mike Stanczyk
stanczyk@spot.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 15:50:22 GMT
From: nightman@illuminati.io.com (Niccolo Machiaveli)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ender's Game, contains SPOILERS

   _Ender's Game_ is far and away one of my three favorite books.  Although
I really liked the other two books (and, in fact liked parts of _Xenocide_
more than anything I've ever read), they don't quite compare to _Ender's_.

   I really got into Ender's character, especially in _EG_.  As both a
soldier, and as someone who was small as a child (and still isn't too tall
as an adult :)), I understood Ender's fighting style.  I fight to put you
on the ground and keep you there.  And I'd rather not wait to let you throw
the first punch.  I can take a bit af abuse, but I know that if someone
else gets the jump on me, I stand a pretty good chance of being the one
left bleeding on the floor.

   Ender (In _EG_) really seemed to me to embody the idea of "We did what
we had to to stay alive.", even if he felt *awful* about it later.
("Humanity does not ask us to be happy.  It merely asks us to be brilliant
on its behalf.  Survival first, then happiness as we can manage it.")  In
his shoes, I would have followed the same course.  If I thought someone, or
something, posed a threat to my family/loved ones, I'd do my *damnedest* to
kill it before it had the chance to kill them.

   Well, I think I'm going off thred here.  If you liked _Ender's Game_,
you might want to check out _Orbital Resonance_, by John Barnes.  Different
subject, but they both have pretty strong writing styles.

Niccolo

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 20:53:54 GMT
From: benr@northshore.ecosoft.com (Ben M. Rooks)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card's Homecoming series...so far

Card is one of my favorite authors but I stopped buying him in hardcover
after buying the first Homecoming and reading the second.  What annoys me
about these books is that, IMHO, there is no reason for them to be a five
book series except for greed on the part of the author or publisher.  Now,
as an MBA slime, I understand the motivation, but as a consumer, I'm not
willing to pay for five books where one tightly written novel would
probably have told the story.

I, for one, am getting tired of authors wringing more out of a story
strictly for the motivation of selling more.

Benjamin M.W. Rooks

------------------------------
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Date: 16 Jun 94 20:21:09 GMT
From: huber@rock.enet.dec.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Octavia Butler

DFK3764@ACFCLUSTER.NYU.EDU (DORI KOMARIN) writes:
>Last year I read _Dawn_ by Octavia Butler for a SF Film class and I really
>enjoyed the book.  Has anyone read any of her other books?  Did I just
>read a particularly good one or is this a good representation of her
>writing?  Does anyone even know what else she has written?

I've personally read Patternmaster, Wild Seed, 1/2 of Mind of My Mind, all
of Xenogenesis, and Kindred; Patternmaster (and from what my sister-in-law
says, Survivor and Mind of My Mind to a lesser extent) suffer in comparison
to Butler's latest works; they're all worth reading, though.  I've got
Clay's Ark and Parable of the Sower in my to-read queue currently, and
consider Butler one of the few writers I'd buy sight and review unseen.

Joe

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 20:34:11 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Octavia Butler

I strongly recommend *Mind of My Mind* and *Wild Seed*.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 21:10:05 GMT
From: baylor@sgi500 (Robin E. Baylor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Octavia Butler

I've liked everything of hers I've read and wish there were more.  Funny
thing, though. I'm so fascinated by the characters I can't remember the
titles.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 94 19:13:45 GMT
From: Nancy.Lebovitz@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Nancy Lebovitz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Octavia Butler

In Butler, the aliens claim that what's wrong with the human race is that
we're hierarchical - this is their reason for subjugating everybody. Are
the aliens merely hypocritical, or is there any way in which their implied
claim that they aren't hierarchical could make sense?

Nancy Lebovitz

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 94 04:30:34 GMT
From: mpitcava@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mark T Pitcavage)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Octavia Butler

I don't know whether the human race is actually heirarchical, but it is
clear that _Butler_ thinks so.  Just about all of her novels are about
power and domination and alpha personalities versus beta personalities.  It
makes me wonder if you take away some of Jack Chalker's sex drive, give him
the ability to write good prose, and change his race and sex, if you
wouldn't end up with Octavia Butler. :)

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 19:54:25 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Octavia Butler

Nancy.Lebovitz@launchpad.unc.edu (Nancy Lebovitz) writes:
>In Butler, the aliens claim that what's wrong with the human race is that
>we're hierarchical - this is their reason for subjugating everybody. Are
>the aliens merely hypocritical, or is there any way in which their implied
>claim that they aren't hierarchical could make sense?

>From the human viewpoint, the ooloi seem to "rank above" the male and
female Oankali - for example, when the fate of Nikanj's children is being
debated, as I recall the ooloi were the ones making the decision, and the
childrens' other parents were really not able to influence it.  Also, some
individual ooloi (such as Nikanj) seemed to carry more weight in their
opinions than others.

I wouldn't say Oankali society is non-heirarchical.  It is less
heirarchical than any human society I know of which works on a similarly
large scale, but it doesn't seem that different from the inner workings of
a small consensual group, such as, say, a church committee without formal
leadership and such groups have plenty of covert heirarchy in their own
way.

I see the Oankali rhetoric as an attempt to rationalize what is basically a
biological imperative, just as a lot of high-sounding human talk are
attempts to rationalize our own basic drives.  Oankali are naturally
assimilative of any other races they encounter, and will always, I suspect,
be able come up with some reason to justify doing so.

It changed my view of the trilogy quite a lot when I hit upon the idea that
the people we see as Oankali are just as much victims as the humans
are - they have been assimilated themselves by the organelle which is the
true carrier of the Oankali imperatives.  Compare it with _Clay's Ark_ or
"The Evening and the Morning and the Night".  Lilith's male and female
Oankali mates are just as trapped as she is.  (I can't avoid feeling that
Nikanj and the other ooloi are collaborators, though...)

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 00:02:45 GMT
From: lichter@sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Octavia Butler

Nancy Lebovitz <Nancy.Lebovitz@launchpad.unc.edu> wrote:
>In Butler, the aliens claim that what's wrong with the human race is that
>we're hierarchical - this is their reason for subjugating everybody. Are
>the aliens merely hypocritical, or is there any way in which their implied
>claim that they aren't hierarchical could make sense?

The claim is made in DAWN, the first book of the XENOGENESIS trilogy (DAWN,
ADULTHOOD RITES, and IMAGO).  Before answering, let me give some
background.  The protagonist of DAWN is Lilith Iyapo, an African American
woman (depicted as a white woman on the book cover!).  After nuclear
holocaust envelops Earth and threatens imminent destruction to all
remaining life, aliens called the Oankali remove humans from the Earth and
set to restoring its ecology.  In DAWN, Lilith is told by an Oankali that
humans are fatally flawed, and were destined to destroy themselves.  The
alien says that humans have two contradictory characteristics which they
can never reconcile, but can force to coexist if they recognize the
problem.

   "You are intelligent," he said.  "That's the newer of the two
   characteristics, and the one you might have put to work to
   save yourselves.  You are potentially one of the most
   intelligent species we've found, though your focus is
   different than ours.  Still you had a good start in the life
   sciences, and even in genetics."

   "What's the second characteristic?"

   "You are hierarchical.  That's the older and more entrenched
   characteristic.  We saw it in your closest animal relatives
   and in your most distant ones.  It's a terrestrial
   characteristic.  When human intelligence served it rather than
   guiding it, when human intelligence did not even acknowledge
   it as a problem, but took pride in it or did not notice it at
   all...  That was like ignoring cancer.  I think your people
   did not recognize what a dangerous thing they were doing."

   "I don't think most of us thought of it as a genetic problem.
   I didn't.  I'm not sure I do now."  ...

   "Yes," he said, "intelligence does allow you to deny facts you
   dislike.  But denial doesn't matter.  A cancer growing in
   someone's body will go on in spite of denial.  And a complex
   combination of genes that work together to make you
   intelligent as well as hierarchical will still handicap you
   whether you acknowledge it or not."

   "I just don't believe it's that simple.  Just a bad gene or two."

   "It isn't simple, and it isn't a gene or two.  It's many--the
   result of a tangled combination of factors that only begins
   with genes."

My feelings are that wherever humans form groups, hierarchy is inevitable.
People who want to maximize equality in their own groups, and who are
conscious of hierarchy as a problem, should be able to construct
arrangements which minimize the extent of hierarchy and mitigate some of
its coercive effects.  They cannot eliminate it, however, even though they
may ignore it and claim to have eliminated it.  I assume that your (Nancy)
question comes from the point of view that "of course humans are
hierarchical!" so I guess I don't need to argue this.

With regard to the Oankali, Butler means them to be non-hierarchical and
she provides illustrations, including democratic debate and consensus
decision-making.  I believe that she makes the point that a division of
labor does not necessarily imply hierarchy, with which I agree.  The two
areas in which she fails to be convincing about non-hierarchical
organization are on the household level.  First, the Oankali (at least the
ones we meet) are organized into monogamous (three-sex) households which
raise children.  Children are treated like ... well, children.  Even if the
various sexes have an equal voice within the household, children do not.
One could make a plausible argument that the distinction between the young
and the adult (and the elderly) parallels the a hierarchy of ability that
is the basis for hierarchical organization among (at least) mammals.
Second, the sexes are not entirely equal: the Ooloi (the third sex, who
mediate between males and females in the reproductive process) are treated
deferentially by the other sexes.

A society that is entirely non-hierarchical is possible to imagine, but I
think it would be even more alien than the Oankali.  Butler did come close,
though.  In any case, the hierarchies Butler is concerned with are those
that allocate political power, the means of life, and general social esteem
unequally across members of society, and the Oankali do not seem to be
organized around hierarchies on any of these dimensions.  If we assume that
children *must* be excluded from this analysis, and that the deference
shown ooloi is either an illusion or is of no practical consequence (it
doesn't buy them anything they wouldn't get otherwise), then the Oankali
are not being hypocritical.

Oh, and this is not their reason for "subjugating everybody."  They feel
entitled to treat humans as their wards in exchange for allowing them to
live.  Without Oankali intervention, all human life would be extinct -
Earth's biosphere had been almost entirely wiped out by nuclear war.  The
Oankali describe themselves as genetic traders.  The exchange with humans
is that humans get to live, on Oankali terms, in trade for the human
contribution to their collective gene pool.

Finally, Butler presumably thinks that hierarchy and intelligence are on a
collision course because intelligence tells us not to accept an inferior
position in the hierarchy.  Maybe even that doesn't take human
intelligence, but human intelligence allows us to develop dangerous and
eventually suicidal methods for destroying or maintaining hierarchies.
Flattening hierarchies almost always means that the minority at the top
must lose so that the majority at the bottom can gain.  I can't think of
any significant precedents in human history, but I'm inclined to agree with
Butler that if we don't create some soon, we may not live to regret it.

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 17:17:26 GMT
From: Nancy.Lebovitz@lambada.oit.unc.edu (Nancy Lebovitz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Octavia Butler

I certainly agree that people are hierarchical - where I see the problem is
that for the Oankali to treat people as "wards" is also hierarchical.  This
being in exchange for making their continued existence possible (a rather
unilateral contract) doesn't make the Oankali less dominant.

It's certainly plausible that the Oankali are *less* hierarchical than
humans.

I think that the reason intelligence and hierarchy are a dangerous
combination is that people will use their intelligence to do incredibly
destructive things to maintain their status.

It would be interesting to have a hierarchical species that instinctively
drifts away from leaders when the leaders seem to be going nuts.

Nancy Lebovitz

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 19:27:54 GMT
From: markrose@spss.com (Mark Rosenfelder)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Octavia Butler

Nancy Lebovitz <Nancy.Lebovitz@launchpad.unc.edu> wrote:
>I certainly agree that people are hierarchical - where I see the problem
>is that for the Oankali to treat people as "wards" is also hierarchical.
>This being in exchange for making their continued existence possible (a
>rather unilateral contract) doesn't make the Oankali less dominant.
>
>It's certainly plausible that the Oankali are *less* hierarchical than
>humans.

I think Butler intended them to be that way - e.g. they make decisions by
consensus.  But it's true that this impression is undermined by the greater
influence accorded to ooloi and to adults, and of course the fact that they
can be absolutely insufferable with respect to humans.

I have a bigger problem with the series (which I enjoyed very much,
nonetheless): it seems that ooloi go bonkers if they can't find mates.
This makes a nice plot device, but it's no way to run a species, especially
one said to be successful on a galactic level, and one which can modify its
own genetic heritage.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 20:14:30 GMT
From: CDOMS@vax1.umkc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Octavia Butler

A list of Octavia's Butler's novels:

Parable of the Sower [1993]
Dawn
Adulthood Rites
Imago
(These three make up the Xenogenesis Triology)
Kindred
Wildseed.

(All of these books listed above are still in print.  The ones listed below
- - try a used bookstore or library)

Patternmasters
Survivor
Clay's Ark
Mind of my Mind.

Short story works include:
The Evre
The Evening and the Morning and the Night
Speech Sounds (Hugo Winner)
Blood Child (Hugo Winner)
(She has written other short stories, but I can't locate my list
at this time).

Octavia's writing has always impressed me. She's one of my authors that I
will buy anything written by her immediately.

Carol Doms
cdoms@vax1.umkc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 94 10:25:02 GMT
From: ssaunder@fox.nstn.ns.ca ("Steve Saunders & Bev Richardson")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Octavia Butler

Someone who has read Dawn asked about Octavia Butler's other works. All the
ones I have read so far have been wonderful.

Dawn is the first of a trilogy: Dawn, Adulthood Rites, Imago. These three
books concern what happens when the post nuclear holocaust remnants of the
human race meet the alien Oankali. The Oankali are genetic engineers who
survive by constant genetic mixing with alien races. This time it is
humanity and when the mix is complete, humanity will have been absorbed and
transformed into something else. There are human resistors living in a
state of savagery and sterility after the nuclear war and the book deals
with the Oankali, the humans who are working with them, the human-Oankali
genetic constructs, and the resistors.

Octavia Butler also wrote Clay's Ark - another really good book. A ship
returns from space with one survivor who is infected with a very contagious
disease which slowly changes him and anyone else who catches it into
something not quite human. Very well done portrayal of people becoming
inhuman little by little.

Butler has also written Kindred (a modern black woman transported through
time to become a slave in the old south), Pattern Master (which I haven't
read) and two books called Mind of My Mind and Wild Seed. The last two are
about a mutant who can slip in and out of host bodies and spends centuries
hoping to father a dynasty.

Beverley Richardson

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 94 01:34:17 GMT
From: kim@sun.lclark.edu (John Kim)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card's new series

Has anyone seen and bought Card's new series, The Mayflower? He's
collaborated with someone else but can't remember the name. Looking for a
good recommendation. Thanks.

John Kim
kim@lclark.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 94 21:08:17 GMT
From: ericg@cs.uoregon.edu (MystryMan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Card's new series

The first book is called Lovelock (who is a character in the book).  I
enjoyed the book, but it was much different then most of Card's other
works, which is probably the influence of Kidd who co-wrote the book with
Card.

I did find it a bit depressing and had a hard time empathizing with most of
the characters.  There are definitely no "heroes" in this book.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 00:24:34 GMT
From: holman@tauon.ph.unimelb.edu.au (Brett Holman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Clarke nominated for Nobel Peace Prize!

Found this on the bulletin board at the Anglo-Australian Observatory ...
anyone know Sejersted's email address????

DIS@AAOCBN3.AAO.GOV.AU writes:
>Subject: NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
>
>Many astronomers and space scientists have been inspired in their choice
>of career by the books of Arthur C. Clarke.  Quite apart from that, we all
>benefit in our work and leisure from his invention of the geostationary
>communications satellite concept in 1945.  The development of global
>communications through such satellites has had a major impact upon world
>peace in the past few decades, and, partly as a result of that, Clarke has
>been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize of 1994.  If you would like to
>support that nomination, (i) Send a letter saying so to:
>
>Professor Francis Sejersted
>Chairman, Nobel Peace Prize Committee
>Drammensvejen 19
>N-0255 Oslo
>Norway.
>
>(ii) Circulate this message to others.

Brett Holman
School of Physics
University of Melbourne
Australia
holman@tauon.ph.unimelb.edu.au
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Crichton (3 msgs) & Cushman & Daley (2 msgs) &
                  Delany (2 msgs) & Drake (7 msgs) & 
                  Eddings (2 msgs) & Joe Clifford Faust & 
                  Maggie Furey

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 18:36:00 GMT
From: lew.romney@thcave.bbs.no (Lew Romney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Michael Crichton

Graham Bell (gbell@festival.ed.ac.uk) writes:
> But he's also written quite a bit, during his time at medical school
> under the pseudonyms Michael Douglas, Jeffrey Hudson and Michael Lange?
> Which include Binary. And apart from Binary, I really don't want to waste
> money searching OCLC for the works written under pseudonyms, I don't
> really know the earlier works.

John Lange, not Michael.  I've not heard of the Michael Douglas pen-name, I
doubt it's correct; Michael Douglas, the actor, starred in Crichton's
adaption of Robin Cook's novel, "Coma".

Under the pen name "John Lange" he has also written "Zero Cool"; it's a
short, fast-paced, concisely written novel.  Not bad at all.  As they say,
I just couldn't put it down.

The Jeffrey Hudson stuff is medical horror novels.  Can't comment, as I
haven't picked any up.

Lew
lew.romney@thcave.bbs.no

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 94 15:58:20 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

   Michael Crichton and his brother Douglas wrote a novel under the name of
Michael Douglas.  I believe it was a funny novel about dealing drugs.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 19:49:54 GMT
From: ROBERTS@decus.ca (Rob Slade)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Jurassic Park" by Crichton

Crichton doesn't know an awful lot about computers either.  A number of the
programming bugs that he cites/proposes could have been lifted from the
RISKS.FORUM Digest, but that is why no software house would touch a
realtime development project like that without being able to see the
hardware.  An "assumption" is made that hides an important factor in the
story, but this also assumes that, during the whole test period, no animal
was ever out of sight of the monitors, that no count was ever done after
animals died, and that the veterinarian didn't notice that some of the
populations under his care doubled.

Crichton also has to fall back on chaos theory to explain what every
programmer knows already: some projects are too big.  This was amply
demonstrated during the "Star Wars" debacle without recourse to black-robed
eccentrics.  It is likely that the mathematician, Ian Malcolm, is
Crichton's alter ego.  Although Crichton kills him off, Malcolm is right,
cheerful, and personable for all his hurling of jeremiads.  He also gets
the best speeches, and most of the best lines.

One of the speeches Malcolm gets, though, is exceptionally applicable to
the hacker community.  On page 306 of the paperback version (about midway
through the "Control" chapter of "Fifth Iteration") there is a speech about
how scientific knowledge is a form of inherited wealth and is acquired
without discipline.  There may be a germ of truth in that, although it may
come as a surprise to many scientists who have put long years into their
discipline and research.  In the computer world, however, it is very
definitely true.  The subtitle of Steven Levy's "Hackers: Heroes of the
Computer Revolution" may not be true of all of the computer community, but
it certainly seems to be the general attitude that the public holds.  The
computer community has very few "grand old men" but a substantial number of
young icons whose only prodigious achievement lies in being able to so
trivialize their focus that they can believe that flying toasters are
important.

(Crichton also doesn't know anything about boats.  In a last minute -what
else? - attempt to prevent an escape of animals to the mainland, Crichton
has the Captain order, "Full ahead stern."  I guess that means you paint a
scary face on the bow before you rush the dock.)

Author:     Crichton
Title:      Jurassic Park
Publisher:  Ballantine/Fawcett/Columbine Books
City:       New York
Date:       1990
Order Info: ISBN 0-345-37077-5
Comments:   USD5.99 / CAD6.99

copyright Robert M. Slade, 1994
ROBERTS@decus.ca
RSlade@sfu.ca
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Date: 22 Jun 94 21:58:02 GMT
From: bhv@areaplg2.corp.mot.com (Bronis Vidugiris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Carolyn Cushman: Witch and Wombat

dani@terrazzo.lm.com wrote:
>Carolyn Cushman is (imo) the Locus's best reviewer.  She also tends to
>consistently review books in which I'm interested, so her novel, "Witch
>and Wombat", seemed like a good bet.  As it turns out, she does a
>competent job within an overgrazed subgenre.  Two subgenres, in fact, as
>the-fantasy-game-is-real intersects self-parodying-fantasy-world.

I was a bit dissapointed in the novel.  (I wasn't aware that the author was
a reviewer.  And due to the vagaries of the net, I hadn't seen Dani's post
to this point yet, either, except what's quoted above).)

A couple of nits: the female witch lead character was basically a bully,
and she particularly liked to pick on one fat guy (not to mention her
familar, who once was human).  Some attempt was made to justify this as
being 'for their own good', but it didn't appear she actually did much of
anyone any good.  Not really very much to recommend for a main character
(IMO).

Magic was based a lot on current new-age "Quantum Visualization".  The idea
was that knowledge would be direct, magical power.  Sort of a traditional
idea, especially in juvenilles (this one was aimed at young girls,
presumably ones suffering from low self-esteem who would think that the
main characters bullying was equivalent to having a strong character.  IMO.
Oops, sorry for the digression / pot-shot, but that's how it came across).
Anyway, the witch herself doesn't use this technique - the feeling was that
witches transcended rational Western thought.  Just a little too close to
current superstitions for me to feel entirely comfortable with - people not
interested in the technical end probably wouldn't mind or even notice,
though.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 94 19:34:18 GMT
From: jlahue@vnet.ibm.com (Jim Lahue)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What happened to Brian Daley

Courtenay Footman <cpf@alchemy.TN.Cornell.EDU> writes:
>That is not true for Brian Daley.  "Jack McKinney" is regularly turning
>out books, and they are pretty decent mind candy. (Brian Daley is half of

True.  However, I'm not particularly into the "RoboTech" books and I'd
prefer to see him write as "Brian Daley" - the kind of books/storylines
that I've enjoyed in his previous books...

Jim Lahue
Power Personal Systems, IBM
jlahue@vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 19:39:18 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: What happened to Brian Daley

STAR WARS: THE NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO DRAMATIZATION will be published in
October in trade paperback with storyboard and concept-sketch art (_that_
was fun to pick out in the basement of Skywalker Ranch!) and an explanatory
introduction by Brian Daley who answers the questions: what is this
dramatization thing; how is it different from the movie; _why_ is it
different from the movie; and how is the original script different from the
broadcast/tapes (and why)?

Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
201 East 50th Street
NY NY 10022 USA
ekh@panix.com
E.Harris1@GEnie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 14:11:12 GMT
From: barring@cs.umass.edu (David Mix Barrington)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Samuel R. Delany - whatever happened to him?

>> Whatever happened to Samuel R. Delany?
>
>Alive and well and living in Massachussetts.

Let me amplify this with a plug for my university, where SRD is a professor
in our highly-regarded Comparative Literature department.  (He's quite rare
in being a full professor with no college degree, bachelor's or doctorate,
though I would expect he has some well-deserved honorary ones by now.)  He
teaches science fiction courses at various levels (I've heard good things
about the freshperson-level one).  A few years ago in _NYRSF_ he wrote what
I (as a fairly literary-theory-challenged person) found to be a very
coherent explanation of structuralism and so forth - from that limited
evidence I would guess he's a very good teacher.

Dave MB

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 05:00:56 GMT
From: godwin@umich.edu (Bryan A Case)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Delany

I wanted to second the earlier nomination of Chip Delany as a 20th century
giant.  The praise was intelligent and apt (sorry, I don't have the
original post).  I too look forward to THE SPLENDOR AND MISERY OF BODIES,
OF CITIES.
   But he has published a recent book: THEY FLY AT CIRON from the admirable
small publisher Incanabula.
   (The gentleman also signed a copy of my wife's favorite Delany story
("Prismatica") with best wishes for her recovery while she was in the
hospital.  Splendid man!)

Bryan A. Case
Bryan.Case@um.cc.umich.edu
godwin@umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 17:44:08 GMT
From: kluther@nickel.ucs.indiana.edu (Ken Luther)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Opinions on David Drake?

This past Sunday, I had the (mis)fortune to read THE JUNGLE, by David
Drake. Granted, I'm not nearly the sf guru that many people on this group
are, so maybe I just don't know what's good for me :), but this has to rank
right up there with the worst books I've read in quite a while.

So my question is this: is this book indicative enough of his other work
that I should scratch him off my "to be read" list, or is it just an
anomaly? I don't even know if Drake is considered a "good" author not.

I'd also be interested to hear opinions to the contrary - is there anyone
who read and liked THE JUNGLE?

It was ironic that in the back of the book was the novella CLASH BY NIGHT,
by Henry Kuttner, which was the basis of Drake's book, and I thought
Kuttner's story was far superior.

Ken Luther
School of Public & Environmental Affairs
Indiana University
kluther@nickel.ucs.indiana.edu         

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 22:37:20 GMT
From: melchar@west.darkside.com (Melchar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Opinions on David Drake?

   IMHO, Drake's quality varies.  My 2 favorite books by him are 'Dragon
Lord' and the 1st 'Hammer's Slammers' book.  Try them.  Then if you like
the work, cautiously experiment with others.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 07:16:47 GMT
From: dtravel@crl.com (James Gassaway)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Opinions on David Drake?

I like Drake's works, but I'd have to say that "The Jungle" was not one of
his better stories.  It may have been because he was trying to fit his
writing into someone else's universe, which can be difficult.  His original
"Hammer's Slammers" stories are some of the BEST military SF around, being
heavily based on his experiences in Vietnam.  That is something to
remember, Drake writes (at least most of what I've seen of his) military
SF.  If you don't like combat/military oriented SF, Drake will probably not
be one of your favorite authors.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 14:08:34 GMT
From: r.furr@genie.geis.com (Rob Furr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Opinions on David Drake?

Ken Luther kluther@nickel.ucs.indiana.edu writes:
>So my question is this: is this book indicitive enough of his other work
>that I should scratch him off my "to be read" list, or is it just an
>anomaly? I don't even know if Drake is considered a "good" author not.

He's not a bow-down-and-worship-the-ground-he-walked-on-five-years-ago
author, but he's not Piers Anthony, either.

His key problem is that he likes stealin(*cough*)basing his books on
outside sources, and he's not very good at it.

For instance: his _Northworld_ series, based on the Prose Edda and
associated works, stinks to high heaven. _Surface Action_, based on (he
says) the worldview of 1930's SF and (I say) "The Rocketeers Have Shaggy
Ears," stinks. _Cross the Stars_, based on the Odyssey, stinks. He attempts
to fit his trademark character types into these stories, along with his
traditional themes (he's only got two, and he uses them over and over and
over again,) and it doesn't work; they simply don't fit.

Of course, a lot of his -other- work stinks as well (_Bridgehead_, was it?)
but not as dependably.

To sum up: David Drake generates more bad and completely mediocre work than
good, but can come up with a pretty good book from time to time. He's _not_
an author I hunt out and collect, but he _is_ good enough that I'll buy his
books at yard sales if they're cheap.


Rob F.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 94 00:27:02 GMT
From: pamuelle@ingr.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Opinions on David Drake?

I've only read one of his works - _The Enchanted Bunny_.  I thought it was
pretty lame.

Phil Mueller
pamuelle@ingr.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 94 03:59:56 GMT
From: an321@freenet.carleton.ca (John Angus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Opinions on David Drake?

The only one that was just his that I've read is Starliner. It was okay. He
and SM Stirling are doing a series called The General, though, which I
love.

John D Angus
Ottawa, Canada
an321@freenet.carleton.ca
es799@cleveland.freenet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 94 18:22:47 GMT
From: gt6431a@prism.gatech.edu (Christopher Barrett Riggins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Opinions on David Drake?

   Drake writes some excellent tank fiction.  His _Cross the Stars_ may be
based on Greek myths, but it's set in his Slammers universe and that's a
well though out place.  I like his _Hammer's Slammers_ books.
   Some of his other stuff isn't so good, but try his Roman novels - he
specialized in Roman history in college, and try _Lacey and his Friends_, a
particularly negative future written during the seventies.

Christopher B. Riggins
gt6431a@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 20:48:01 GMT
From: ydchen@helix.nih.gov (Yi-Der Chen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Eddings

   Does anybody know when David Eddings is going to finish the third book
to his series The Tamuli.  Also, I have heard that he plans on writing
another series about Belgarion and Belgarath.. is this true?

Ray

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 17:03:58 GMT
From: ekh@panix.com (Ellen Key Harris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Eddings

THE HIDDEN CITY, Book Three of _The Tamuli,_ will be out in hardcover in
August.  Eddings is writing two prequels, one called BELGARATH, one called
POLGARA.

For more news on the current projects of this and other Del Rey authors,
you can always check the Del Rey gopherspace (gopher.panix.com, Del Rey
Books directory) for the Works in Progress Report, updated no less than
monthly by yours truly.

Ellen Key Harris
Editor
Del Rey Books
201 East 50th Street
NY NY 10022 USA
ekh@panix.com
E.Harris1@GEnie.geis.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 20:32:41 GMT
From: myers@usceast.cs.scarolina.edu (Daniel Myers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Joe Clifford Faust

A few years ago I bought some books by Joe Clifford Faust
(_A_Death_of_Honor_, _The_Company_Man_, and the "Agnel's Luck" trilogy),
since when, all of his books have gone out of print.

So where'd he go?  Why'd he stop writing?  Was he really a pseudonym?

Anyone know?

DM

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 94 11:44:40 GMT
From: tombre@stud.unit.no (Lars Henrik Tombre)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: "Aurian" - Maggie Furey (some spoilers)

While browsing a bookshop, I bought this fantasy book from newbie (?)
author Maggie Furey. (For my defense I have to say I was looking for some
light summer reading. Which this was.)

This 600-page short fantasy novel (first in a series with the cheesy
overall title "The Artifacts of Power") describes the life and times of
Aurian a female mage. (A mage is here a wizard, and a member of a
non-mortal species. Kind of like the fantasy elf cliche, they don't die of
old age, but can wither away due to sorrow, and can be killed in battle.
Yawn.) Her writing style is easily read, designed for prolonged reading
sessions. One peculiarity is her fondness for using exclamation marks
outside between character communication.

Aurian, after her sheltered childhood, is placed in the centre of a global
crisis. She is forced to flee to the southlands to escape the evil mages'
wrath.  This is where I nearly gave up on it. During her voyage by sea to
the south, the ship meets some whales. The seamen of course want something
to eat (whalemeat IS tasty) she sees herself forced to kill a few seamen to
save a stupid whale.  Goddam it, I thought she was supposed to be a
heroine. And of course, the whales are sad, kind, intelligent beings.
Whales IMHO are multi-ton bearers of prime meat, only useful to be eaten
with onions and potatoes on the side. I found myself just skimming that
section, I couldn't bear the stupidity of it.

To make things even worse, another cliche enters the story right after. The
cute, lazy, trusting cat. This time in a somewhat larger than normal
version. Things progress somewhat predictably after there until a
spectacularly unsatisfying finale.

I guess I'll steer clear of book 2 in the series.

Lars H. Tombre
Norwegian Institute of Technology 
tombre@stud.unit.no
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Date: 21 Jun 94 21:32:15 GMT
From: jebediah@utxvms.cc.utexas.edu (Jason Hatfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Raymond E. Feist book

I can't remember the title to this one, but it is set in the world of
Magician.  What I want to know is if this book is worth spending around $20
on.  If so I will buy it, but if not I will just get it from the library.

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 00:15:06 GMT
From: joslsmit@nickel.ucs.indiana.edu (Joshua L. Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Shadow of a Dark Queen:SPOILERS

Okay folks, SPOILERS

Hmmmmmm, I'm not going to say that it is a fantastic book, but I think it
is a good beginning. I'm not going to give a synopsis of the book because
I'm sick, and if you want to know what is going on, read it. :) But, I
think there was a very good introduction to a great deal of things that are
going to happen.

I can see how things are difficult when introducing a brand new world.  I
thought the Prologue was fantastic. Being able to introduce a brand new
world in 10 pages must take some doing. I was a little confused at first
with all of the new terms, but after getting through the first couple of
pages, you really could tell that Jarwa was a powerful man who had finally
come to the end of his endurance. I could feel for him when he had to give
up the sword to his son, and that's pretty good considering it probably
took about 8 pages to get to that point. The last couple of pages of the
prologue when Jarwa realizes the Snakes have betrayed him are very good.
Then, we his soul is taken by the demons, I wonder if we'll see the demons
and Jarwa's soul again. I think we will, but I don't know.

Another interesting comparison between Shadow and Apprentice. The
introduction of the foreign races were sort of reversed. Not until the very
end of Apprentice do we see any of the psyche behind the 'fanatical'
Tsurani. We have a glimpse of them through Charles, Tully, and Kasumi at
the very end. Here, we have a nice prologue of the Saaur, but at no other
time during the novel, do we get any other really in-depth character study
of them (other than at the end, and some of the talk about the guards at
camp and such). I *truly* look forward to learning more about this race.

Okay, the rest of this will be stream of consciouness stuff. The medication
(cold) that I'm on is making me think weird, so just deal. *grin*

I liked the frame of reference we have throught the whole book. It was
truly "Erik's Tale". I don't think I noticed very much of anything that
told us about things that didn't happen in Erik's presence. Good job on
that. Let's see, there are two more books, so, there will probably be at
least two more characters who the story will be based upon. My guesses are
Roo's Tale and Miranda's Tale. More on these folks later.

Another thng that I liked was the tremendous focus on commoners. The more
times I reread RiftWar and Empire, the more I find them lacking in that
they rarely focus on the commoners. (Albeit in the exapnded edition of
Master, we do get a bit of Milamber talking with a grazer and giving him
some land.)  The concept of finally delving into the commoners' reactions
to high-borns was very refreshing. My criticism of this portion of the
book, is that it seemed to last for a while. There was a tremendous amount
of character development, and personally, I don't know if all of it was
necessary. This is more a personal thing though. I can see though how it
would be important later on in the series. (Although there was a great deal
of development for characters who just went about and died. *grin*)

Now a bit of talk about the characters. Erik, of course, was the major
protagonist of the story. I think it was a good first choice. He is a
complex *young* man who is still building for what he will be as an adult.
The gradual change in him from being a follower (most notably when Roo
convinced him to run away) to a leader was naturally and very well done. I
am convinced that he would have been a good baron had his father
acknowledged him. It is interesting how he has inherited traits from both
his parents. Traits that will, and are, making him a natural leader. His
discussion with Owen on killing was very reminiscent of something that I
really could imagine Arutha doing with Tully at some point. Both men knew
the necessity of what they did, and almost enjoyed doing it because they
knew they were right. However, the difference between being "good' or
'evil' is having a moral dilemma about the situation.  That was well done.

There was however, one thing that did not ring true. Erik is young! I think
I remember him being 15 years old. He seemed extraordinarily sure of
himself (with the exception of the above mentioned thing with Roo)
throughout the book. Perhaps others will see that differently, and as I've
discussed before with REF, his books are typically about Rites of Passage,
or some sort of thing like that. However, I think a couple of years older,
would not have made much of a difference, but would have rung truer.

As I was writing that last paragraph, I thought of what Lord James would
think of all of that. He was a young 'un when he went through all of his
stuff, but even so, no one knew his age, and it is strongly hinted that he
was older than he was given credit for.  Another short take about Lord
Jimmy - he finally got Krondor's Dukedom but, that sort of seems like a
demotion from First Adviser to the King. I hope we get to see some of the
politics that *must* be going on in the Kingdom that is *strongly* hinted
at in several occasions. What was the *real* reason Nicholas was put in
Krondor? Hmmmmm. No speculation on my part. Also, I found it fascinating
how James had little to no outward compassion for the people he was
prosecuting. I guess he's far enough removed fom his roots that it doesn't
bother him, or it could be that he is in the position to truly know what
the best punishment is. :) Just something to dwell on.

I keep on think of lots of stuff, and then forgetting about them, but I'll
continue....

On to Roo. Truly, not much to say about him. Yes, you can see his
development as a person, especially from the time he was hung, to the end
of the novel. But, this was Erik's story, and frankly, Roo bored me a bit.
I'm sure we'll get more of him later though.

By far, the most interesting character that we've see so far IMHO is
Miranda.  As far as I'm concerned, each little bit we saw of her made her
all the more tantalizing. Who is she? Who is her father that was mentioned
*once*? What race is she? She had better not be Macros' daughter, I'll be
p.o.d if she is. ;) That's too quaint. I know that she was really the focus
of the story, but by the end of it, I was really turning the pages, hoping
that we'd get to a new chapter and find out new little pieces of
information about her. So Ray, when's the next book? :) (Although I'm
thinking that the last one will be Miranda's Tale.) Of course, the last
obligatory question: about Miranda: Does she and Pug do the nasty????
*GRIN* I hope so. Pug needs another real relationship. I just hope that
Miranda is long lived, and that Ray doesn't decide to kill her to save the
world. :)

Okay, there are many other characters, and as other people talk about them,
I will certainly offer my two cents, but I've written about characters for
long enough. :)

On to the story...

On the positive, being introduced to Novindus a year or so earlier helped a
bit, but not dramatically. Still it was nice to have some background. All
the pieces that involved the Islani were terrific. Both Sho Pi and Nakor
leave me wanting to know more about their special insights. For a while, I
thought that Sho Pi was Nakor in disguise. :) Additionally, the traning was
pretty good, and very subtly done if you counsider a sledgehammer subtle.
Still, I like how you could see the men being trained. Calis still needs
development, but I think that is just a function of the point of reference
of the books. Erik had no reason to really be involved with Calis unti lthe
End, but, he seems to be a unique type of person. I'll be interested to see
where Ray goes with this.

As for Lady Clovis coming back as a Valheru, I think we all knew that we
hadn't seen the last of her. Although I must admit I was suprised when the
way she came back was announced. I'd figured it out she was the Emerald
Queen, but I had no idea she was becoming Valheru. Yikes! I hope our heroes
can deal. :) I do have a hard time believing that Pug couldn't handle this.
Additionally, I'm waiting to find out what other forces are involved in
this litle thing. He obviously thinks there is a great deal of stuff going
on here, but I don't know why the combined might of the Assembly and
himself couldn't handle it.  Speaking of that, where are the Tsurani? I've
got to think that they have a vested interest if the Enemy were ever to
return. Maybe we'll get more of that later.

On to the part that made me think the book only great, and not terrific.
:) I didn't particularly like the plot device of the conquering host laying
waste and getting mercenaries and getting a shipyard. Yeah, it was all very
logical, and it fit, but it didn't entirely interest me.  Like I said
above, when some of those things came, I would skim through until I got to
a part about the other more interesting characters. IMHO.  But, there was
so much introduced in this book, it may be a function that the author had
limited space to deal with things, and to get into any of a more mystical
battle would reveal things that REF didn't want to reveal just yet. Still,
I was hoping for some more mysticism and political stuff, and was sort of
bored by the major fight at the end.

This being said, I thought the novel was well crafted, and flowed very
nicely. It is a great first installment, and I'm sure that the next books
will only use this one to leap over and reach new heights. So, to rank the
thing (I'm getting tired so I'm going to stop this now. *grin*)

In General:6.5 (or 7) of 10
As a first book: 8.5 of 10
As a book making me really want the next one: 10

Bring on Miranda, Jatuk (The new Saaur leader), and Kingdom Politics.
Leave out: *shrug* No petty answers to some wonderfully developing
questions.  Of Mixed Thought: I don't know if I really want to see Macros
again. I think he deserves a retirement. :)

Well, that's my two cents, for those of you who have reached this far,
thanks. I know my time hasn't been wasted.

Joshua L. Smith
joslsmit@indiana.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 94 19:36:17 GMT
From: rwallace@cs.tcd.ie (Russell Wallace)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: "Aurian" - Maggie Furey (some spoilers)

tombre@stud.unit.no (Lars Henrik Tombre) writes:
>While browsing a bookshop, I bought this fantasy book from newbie (?)
>author Maggie Furey. (For my defense I have to say I was looking for some
>light summer reading. Which this was.)

I also have read this book, which I found excellent.

>This 600-page short fantasy novel (first in a series with the cheesy
>overall title "The Artifacts of Power") describes the life and times of
>Aurian a female mage. (A mage is here a wizard, and a member of a
>non-mortal species. Kind of like the fantasy elf cliche, they don't die of
>old age, but can wither away due to sorrow, and can be killed in battle.
>Yawn.) Her writing style is easily read,

Er, no.  Mages are members of the human species, as proven by the fact that
they can interbreed with normal humans.  The mage talent is simply a
genetic trait, same as curly hair or blue eyes.  The reason they don't die
of old age is that their magic, among other things, can prevent this.

>designed for prolonged reading sessions. One peculiarity is her fondness
>for using exclamation marks outside between character communication.

So the book contains some exclamation marks.  This is hardly a major
literary criticism.

>Aurian, after her sheltered childhood, is placed in the centre of a global
>crisis. She is forced to flee to the southlands to escape the evil mages'
>wrath.  This is where I nearly gave up on it. During her voyage by sea to
>the south, the ship meets some whales. The seamen of course want
>something to eat (whalemeat IS tasty) she sees herself forced to kill a
>few seamen to save a stupid whale.  Goddam it, I thought she was supposed
>to be a heroine. And of course, the whales are sad, kind, intelligent
>beings. Whales IMHO are multi-ton bearers of prime meat, only useful to be
>eaten with onions and potatoes on the side. I found myself just skimming
>that section, I couldn't bear the stupidity of it.

You fail to recognize the distinction between real life and the world
depicted in a fantasy novel.  In real life, you are quite correct.  In the
world of the novel, whales are intelligent life forms, therefore possessing
the same moral rights as humans.  Which I think added an interesting twist
to it.  If you can't cope with things in novels being different from what
they are in real life, don't read fantasy.

>To make things even worse, another cliche enters the story right after.
>The cute, lazy, trusting cat. This time in a somewhat larger than normal
>version. Things progress somewhat predictably after there until a
>spectacularly unsatisfying finale.

You toss the word 'cliche' around continually, apparently in an effort to
avoid having to actually specify what you didn't like about the writing.  I
found the cat to be quite an interesting character.  Yes, big cats have
previously been used as characters in fantasy novels.  Then again, so have
mages.  Does this mean that the use of mages in fantasy should be rejected
out of hand?

As for the finale, I found it pretty good, enough loose ends are tied up to
make it satisfying, and yet enough are left hanging to make me wish I had
the second book already rather than having to wait for it.  I definitely
intend to read the next two books when they come out.

Russell Wallace
Trinity College
Dublin
rwallace@cs.tcd.ie
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Date: 14 Jun 94 22:11:48 GMT
From: ghenniga@ampere.nmsu.edu (Gary Hennigan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Gerrold

   I saw someone write that Gerrold's latest entry in the "War Against the
Chtorr" series was about to come out? Can anyone, with a CompuServe account
perhaps (where Gerrold hangs out), confirm this?

Any answers appreciated!

Gary Hennigan
glhenni@cs.sandia.gov

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 16:55:40 GMT
From: buffalo@panix.com (Short Haul)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: NUEROMANCER audiobook read by Gibson

I just found out that the audiobook version of William Gibson's
_Neuromancer_ was narrated by William Gibson!  Anyone heard this yet?  It
clocks in at 6 hours on either cassette or CD - awesome way to end the day.
Also, I hear it includes music by U2 and Black Rain (whoever they are).

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 11:35:53 GMT
From: louiz@tlspu.demon.co.uk (louiz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sheila Giluly

To all those interested, especially Shane Bell whose email address I've
lost, the last book in the Book of the Painter series has been published
here in the UK.  The Emperor of Earth Above.  Headline published it, but
don't bother trying to get hold of them.  I spent 2 months ringing them to
find that the people I needed to speak to were : at lunch; in a meeting; at
a week long conference; or just on ansaphone.  You should be able to order
them.

Louiz Hungate
louiz@tlspu.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 22:00:04 GMT
From: eefacdk@prism.gatech.edu (RICHARD KENAN)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Starwolves

I suspect that I'm going to get flamed for posting about a Thorarin
Gunarrsen series in what seems to be a fairly serious newsgroup, but did
anybody else enjoy these books (the Starwolf books, I mean)?  I'll admit
that they were a little fluffy (OK, a lot fluffy), and fairly inconsistent
in many ways, and the pseudo-science made no sense in most cases, but
still, they were fun reading.

Anybody else agree with me?

Richard Kenan
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
eefacdk@prism.gatech.edu
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Date: 14 Jun 94 04:59:39 GMT
From: cpf@alchemy.geo.cornell.edu (Courtenay Footman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tom Holt: Ye Gods!

One question sprang at me when I read Ye Gods:

One of the elements in the book is that there are parallel worlds, which
Holt calls "Betamax" worlds, in honor of the one where Beta VCR's won out.
When he describes the Betamax worlds, he says that there is one where
"Napoleon captured Moscow".  Does this mean that Holt meant that we are a
Betamax world, or did Holt screw up royally?

I am not sure; however, two pages earlier he has Jason's driver reading
_War and Peace_, which leads me to suspect that Holt knows that Napoleon
_did_ capture Moscow.  Does anyone know what his intent was?

Courtenay Footman
cpf@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us
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Date: 21 Jun 94 14:10:30 GMT
From: donan@u.washington.edu (Donald L. Anglin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly: _Stranger at the Wedding_

I still enjoy her "Darwath" series a lot. Ingold Inglorion is one of my
favorite characters. When I'm sort of in a Tolkien mood and don't want to
read it all again, I turn to these.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 20:14:07 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly: _Stranger at the Wedding_

I bought _Stranger at the Wedding_ based on the Net recommendations, and
was very disappointed with it.  Hambly's writing is crisp and entertaining,
and it kept me reading, but only with multiple stops to say "Good grief,
how can she [the protagonist] be so stupid?"

This would annoy me less, except that she consistently gets away with it,
to the point of severely damaging my suspension of disbelief.  I think the
most jarring example was when Kyra's house was being watched by the
Witchfinders (who had reason to believe that she was practicing illicit
sorcery).  She arranged for hired thugs to knock out the Witchfinders and
dump them in an alley across town, and went ahead with her illicit sorcery.
I would have expected some *serious* repercussions from this, but nothing
happened.

Every time the Witchfinders appear in the story, in fact, they are
circumvented with casual ease - they're cardboard villains, just there to
provide some false suspense, but they never really cause any difficulty.
(This is particularly noticeable in the ending - just how *was* the
Witchfinder hunting party disposed of?)

Similarly, when the wedding which is central to the plot is postponed twice
in quick succession in very odd ways (the second is a *huge* plague of mice
in the cathedral) I would have expected a lot of fingers to point at the
self-admitted witch.  Plagues of mice are traditionally blamed on
witchcraft with far less reason than there would have been in this case.

I just couldn't swallow the plot, which undermined my enjoyment of the
book.  A nice romance, some vivid description and decent characterization,
but the events didn't make any sense to me.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu
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Date: 22 Jun 94 13:05:07 GMT
From: jc@crosfield.co.uk (Jerry Cullingford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly: _Stranger at the Wedding_

mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner) writes:
>I just couldn't swallow the plot, which undermined my enjoyment of the
>book.  A nice romance, some vivid description and decent characterization,
>but the events didn't make any sense to me.

I'll second that; Kyra happily tosses aside all the rules and regulations
of Council wizards, meddles in various nasty ways - some of which are
_extremely_ obvious, dodges or arranges for observers to be damaged,
wanders around asking large numbers of people questions which would highly
incriminate her, and appears to get away with it. All with no moral qualms
whatsoever, just "will I get caught". Her motive may be reasonable, but her
actions are dubious to evil.

The Wizards should have noticed and kicked her out.  The Witchfinders
should have noticed, arrested her, and convicted her.  The rest of the town
should have noticed and probably lynched her.

Instead, we get a story that appears to be "The end justifies the means"
and a cardboard cutout really nasty villain to make it all all right.

To me, Kyra comes across as exactly the sort of character both the Council
wizards and the witchfinders want to stamp out...

Jerry Cullingford
jc@crosfield.co.uk
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Date: 24 Jun 94 21:56:50 GMT
From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly: _Stranger at the Wedding_

mpivato@PROBLEM_WITH_INEWS_GATEWAY_FILE (Marcus Pivato) writes:
>However, even keeping all of this in mind, I hardly think its fair to
>regard Kyra as an "evil" character.  IMHO, Kyra is basically a "good"
>person, living in a pretty crappy universe (all Hambly universes are
>crappy).  This means that, just as in real life, it is impossible for her
>to try and do the "good" thing (i.e. save her sister's life) without doing
>some un-smurfy things in the process.  I guess that's too bad.  I'm sure
>if David Eddings had written A_Stranger_at_the_Wedding, he could have
>figured out a nice, smurfy solution where none of the good guys ever have
>to do anything morally questionable.

But I think that, given the premise as shown, the solution *was* smurfy.
Sometimes good people have to do really objectionable things, like letting
their little sisters die, in order to avoid a worse evil - like ruining the
future of magekind, which is what Kyra was, in my opinion, risking.  I
would have liked to see her actions have consequences.  That was my major
gripe with the book - what Kyra did was not only morally questionable, it
was blatant and self-implicating, and yet she did not suffer any real
consequences.  Not just "the end justifies the means" but "they all lived
happily every after" when, it seems to me, that could not possibly happen
after the described events.

I didn't mind the portrayal of Kyra as someone who makes decisions that are
both morally and tactically questionable.  I mind the author arranging
matters so that she never pays any price for her stupidity.  The portrayal
of Tibbeth and Kyra's relationship to him was well done, with a core of
steel to it that gave it real resonance and bite, but the rest of the novel
seemed flabby to me, especially in comparison.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu
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Date: 25 Jun 94 00:10:30 GMT
From: The.Lemming@rutgers.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly: _Stranger at the Wedding_ (Spoiler Alert)

Insofar as general smurfiness is concerned, some things came to me in the
shower last night. (They didn't bite.  Thanks for your concern.)

1.  People seem to be griping about how the Witchfinders didn't come down
on her like a ton of bricks for all her interfering.  Well, Kyra isn't
Antryg.  They have no reason to have more than their usual moderate
paranoia around her, because she is not the most powerful mage alive, but
some girl not even past her tests yet.  She's also related to some very
powerful people, who might (you never know) raise a stink if she's taken
in.  Besides, she's already turned in one of her own kind for immoral
action.  It seems to me that she took advantage of the delicate balance in
Angelshand, that between fear of magery and dismissal of it as hokum (which
maybe also comes from fear?).  It seems to me that as the novels go on,
dismissal is coming more to the fore, in which (no pun) case the
Witchfinders might have a harder time getting away with murder the way they
used to.  A lot of folks didn't even believe the Dark Mage had any real
power, you'll recall.

2.  This might be a set-up.  Yes, she got away with everything and got off
scot free.  She didn't even really do anything terrible.  So the nasty ole
bishop hurt his ankle.  So those Witchfinders got bopped on the head,
embarrassed, demoted, whatever.  So her father lost a load of money.  So
she put the entire household to sleep.  So what?  Nobody really got hurt,
and the people she cares about are happy.  So what's she going to do the
next time a situation comes up that might call for some magical
interference, for the good of those she loves?  I can see her walking that
path with very little difficulty.

Yes, this is one of her weaker novels so far as plot goes.  But I don't
think it's bad enough to toss from the ranks of the respectable, especially
not if it turns out to be a lead-in to something else.  If _I_ was her I
wouldn't be able to leave these people alone to sit there in my head and
not be written.

stevenr@alleg.edu
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Date: 21 Jun 94 22:24:47 GMT
From: spellmje@hermes.bc.edu (Jeanne Spellman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HEINLEIN: Tramp Royale

I just finished reading Tramp Royale, posthumously published by V.
Heinlein.  It is the personal story of "Ticky" and his trip around the
world.  I saw so many origins of episodes, memorable character lines, and
classic Heinlein thoughts, I was completely charmed.

I also saw how all of his later female characters are drawn from his wife-
who is a red head, and feisty as all his red-headed characters are.  I
laughed, I cried.  VERY high recommendation for Heinlein fans.

Jeanne Spellman

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 15:44:57 GMT
From: button@illuminati.io.com (Captain Button)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HEINLEIN: Tramp Royale

Jeanne Spellman (spellmje@hermes.bc.edu) wrote:
>I just finished reading Tramp Royale, posthumously published by V.
>Heinlein.  It is the personal story of "Ticky" and his trip around the
>world.  I saw so many origins of episodes, memorable character lines, and
>classic Heinlein thoughts, I was completely charmed.  
>
>I also saw how all of his later female characters are drawn from his wife-
>who is a red head, and feisty as all his red-headed characters are.  I
>laughed, I cried.  VERY high recommendation for Heinlein fans.

  I second your recommendation.  I also found that a very interesting
aspect of the book was the "time capsule" effect.  Heinlein took his round
the world trip in the early 50's and wrote the book just afterwards, but it
didn't sell.

  His comments on some of the then contemporary issues was illuminating.
He visits South Africa and says "I liked everything about South Africa,
except for the race problem.  Which is rather like saying you like the
Pacific Ocean, except for all the water."  He clearly foresaw that SA's
racial policies were doomed to failure as well as immoral, though he was
unsure what if anything could be done.

  Much of his trip was to different parts of the British Empire, which
still existed then, though it was clearly fading.  I found this strange,
having grown up with the assumptions of a postcolonial world.

  He also puts great emphasis on manners, hardly surprising for Heinlein.
He expresses great indignation at Europeans who treat servants like
nonentities rather than people.

button@io.com
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Date: 22 Jun 94 16:38:57 GMT
From: mikes@ingres.com (Mike Schilling)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HEINLEIN: Tramp Royale

I just finished this as well.  I didn't like it as much, for a few reasons.

It was extremely patronizing towards his wife, who was described as having
no self-control, being a compulsive shopper, driven by emotion to the
exclusion of reason or logic, etc..  I've always seen Heinlein refer to his
wife as "Ginny" elsewhere.  Might she have been "Ticky" in this book as an
acknowledgement that she's a caricature?

There's a fair amount of racism in it.  He's convinced that letting Asians
emigrate to Australia would turn it into a nation of overcrowded slums
overnight.  The only Asians he speaks at all approvingly of are servants,
hotel clerks, and stewards.

It's very self-absorbed.  You learn less about the nations he traveled to
than about his problems with hotels, shipping lines, and customs officials.

I could also have done without his defense of 50's anti-communism.  He
doesn't exactly defend McCarthy, since Heinlein knew a fool when he saw
one, but considers that McCarthy's victims deserve no sympathy, since they
were traitors anyway.

Having said that, it *is* entertaining, and if you like Heinlein, you'll
enjoy hearing him speak in his own voice.

Mike
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Date: 23 Jun 94 03:31:42 GMT
From: lipton@dorsai.org (Robert Bryan Lipton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HEINLEIN: Tramp Royale

Jeanne Spellman (spellmje@hermes.bc.edu) wrote:
>I just finished reading Tramp Royale, posthumously published by V.
>Heinlein.  It is the personal story of "Ticky" and his trip around the
>world.  I saw so many origins of episodes, memorable character lines, and
>classic Heinlein thoughts, I was completely charmed.

Sorry, when I read it it, I found, amid the interesting anecdotes, the
self-serving editing of his second wife, explaining the origins of their
relationship.  Heinlein's first wife, Leslie, was, by all accounts a lovely
person.  Reading between the lines reveals a disgusting effort at
self-canonization by his second wife.

Bob
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Date: 24 Jun 94 20:22:24 GMT
From: Jim.Gifford@ubik.wmeonlin.sacbbx.com (Jim Gifford)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HEINLEIN: Tramp Royale

>>I just finished reading Tramp Royale, posthumously published by V.
>>Heinlein.  It is the personal story of "Ticky" and his trip around the
>>world.  I saw so many origins of episodes, memorable character lines, and
>>classic Heinlein thoughts, I was completely charmed.
>
> Sorry, when I read it it, I found, amid the interesting anecdotes, the
> self-serving editing of his second wife, explaining the origins of their
> relationship.  Heinlein's first wife, Leslie, was, by all accounts a
> lovely person.  Reading between the lines reveals a disgusting effort at
> self-canonization by his second wife.

You seem to be misinformed.

I won't necessarily argue the presentation of Virginia ("Ticky"), but as
she was the one to see that the book was published, I doubt she disagrees
with it much. As for accuracy, well, I don't know.

As for Leslyn MacDonald Heinlein, I have it on excellent authority that she
was domineering and an increasing alcoholic who, among other things, once
accused RAH of trying to murder her with radioactive substances. Whether or
not an alcoholic with a loosening grip on reality is a "lovely person" or
not, she wouldn't be much of a wife.

Where, exactly, did you get your information?

Jim.Gifford@ubik.wmeonlin.sacbbx.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 14:20:41 GMT
From: zclfh03@ucl.ac.uk (Kathryn Alison Platt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay (Read his works!!)

Just as a matter of interest, did anyone else find the Fionavar Tapestry to
be utter utter utter rubbish while Tigana and A Song for Arbonne were
utterly utterly utterly brilliant, or am I the only one ?

The "Fionavar Tapestry" seemed to me to be a terrible mish-mash of various
mythologies which just didn't hang together at all. In fact it didn't hang
together to such a point that I stopped reading. Very disappointing.

Whereas "Tigana" and "A Song for Arbonne" I can read over and over again,
they have much more unity to them. "

Well?

Kate

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 15:56:43 GMT
From: weyer@acs.ucalgary.ca (K. Udo Weyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay (Read his works!!)
 
   I actually really enjoyed all his works, though he has definitely
matured in his style since the Fionavar Tapestry. I think the problem is
that the Fionavar series has a plot that is more or less typical for the
genre, while a Song for Arbonne and Tigana are quite fresh. (However I
still love the Fionavar books for the power of the language use, especially
in phrases like; "most hated by the dark, for there name was light", etc.
[please forgive any slight misquotation]).

   Awaiting his next book...

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 18:10:15 GMT
From: garrett@cs.unc.edu (Bill Garrett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay (Read his works!!)

zclfh03@ucl.ac.uk (Kathryn Alison Platt) writes:
> The "Fionavar Tapestry" seemed to me to be a terrible mish-mash of
> various mythologies which just didn't hang together at all. In fact it
> didn't hang together to such a point that I stopped reading. Very
> disappointing.

The hodge-podge of mythoi (particularly GGK's rape of Arthurian legend)
disappointed me, but I wouldn't call his trilogy "utter utter utter
rubbish".  The third book, especially, was surprisingly well-written
compared to his shaky style in the first.

How far did you get before you stopped?  You might find it worthwhile to
pick it back up.  I thought of dropping it a few times, but stuck with it
through the end.  I was much happier sticking with _Fionavar Tapestry_ than
I was that I stuck through Tad Williams' _Memory, Sorrow, Thorn_.

Bill Garrett
UNC Chapel Hill Computer Science
garrett@cs.unc.edu
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Date: 18 Jun 94 22:39:14 GMT
From: Ian_Schildt@mindlink.bc.ca (Ian Schildt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay (Read his works!!)

Well, I would agree that the two later novels (Arbonne and Tigana) are
better than the Fionavar trilogy, but I don't know if I would call the
former "trash". As far as I can tell, a weak Kay novel is better than most
writers' best novels.
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Today's Topics:

		  Books - Kay (2 msgs) & Kurtz (2 msgs) &
                          Lem (8 msgs) & Lindsay (2 msgs) &
                          Ann Logston

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 94 00:06:14 GMT
From: The.Lemming@rutgers.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay (Read his works!!)

Actually, Tigana is the only one I can read "over and over again."
Fionavar is just too emotionally wrenching.  When I'm feeling miserable and
want to feel _really_ miserable, I leaf through to the final scene with
Diar.  I don't see the mythologies as conflicting any more than the variety
of US religions conflict.  I do think they're relied on a bit too much
insofar as plot goes, but then, I don't think much of G/god(s).  I do
sincerely like the series.  I like seeing all the influences and
potentialities coming together and moving apart.  It is far less unified
than the other two, of course, because it has several very important
characters; POV is scattered.

Arbonne, which I also like, has a small problem in that I tend to see some
of his themes and devices getting overused there (particularly the
fly-on-the-wall thing, there's always more people eavesdropping on other
people...).  It just seems to lack the vital spark Tigana has which makes
the latter, IMO, one of the greatest SF/F works of recent years.  In both
Fionavar and Arbonne I also harbor some admittedly illogical resentment
toward the author for putting the folk he has so skillfully conned me into
caring about through such hell.

Thus, while I like all of his work so far, I have my fingers crossed for
the next one.  If it's a repeat of what he's done so far I will be very
disappointed.  If it's fantastic, I will be effusive in my praise (big
whoop, I know :)

stevenr@alleg.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 94 21:52:20 GMT
From: joeshaw@info1.cc.vt.edu (Joe "Uno" Shaw)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Guy Gavriel Kay (Read his works!!)

ted@scherzo.bellcore.com (Ted Ko) wrote:
> I agree that Tigana and Arbonne are awesome but I think that the
> Fionavar Tapestry has a lot of the same style which makes the
> stand-alones great.  Kay is great at telling a lot with few words and
> using very expressive vocabulary.

Strange.  I stopped partway through Tigana because I found Kay's writing
style annoyingly redundant.  And he was trying *way* too hard to evoke my
emotions; basically, the "show me, don't tell me" complaint.  If you tell
me a sad story, I'll feel sad - there is no need to keep telling me how sad
the story is.  The plot was interesting, but it wasn't enough to keep me
reading, because I didn't care what happened to the characters.  Why should
I, when Kay is expressly telling me what to feel about them?

That said, I do understand why so many people liked it.

Joe

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 17:24:35 GMT
From: allan@apple.com (Allan Marcus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kurtz: Bastard Prince...

Anyone read it yet?  Any good?

Thanks.

Allan Marcus
allan@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 22:06:01 GMT
From: paik@mlo.dec.com (Samuel S. Paik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kurtz: Bastard Prince...

_The Bastard Prince_ is a bridge between Camber's time and Kelson's day.
We know we Gwynedd is in terrible shape at the end of _King Javan's Year_.
Somehow, we end up, in not that long a time, at the Gwynedd of _Deryni
Rising_.  And looking at dates and the geneologies places a lot of
constraints on events.

One thing I like about Kurtz's Deyni novels is they have the feel of a
history.  There is a plausibility, events (good and bad) overtake people
(good and bad); people influence events.  Hasty plans are made.  Long land
plans go awry.  But _TBP_ doesn't feel as real as the other novels.

The writing of _TBP_ has a lot of telling and explanations, which also
detract.

So should you read this book?  If you've read everything else, you'll
probably read this too, just so you know what's going on, for future books.
New readers, as Dani remarked on _By Honor B'trayed_, are advised to start
at the beginning of a series.

Samuel Paik
Digital Equipment Corporation
3D Device Support
paik@mlo.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 19:04:00 GMT
From: mcirvin@scws37.harvard.edu (Matt McIrvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

David E Romm <71443.1447@compuserve.com> wrote:
>I found it boring.  Indeed, I have never managed to finish a Lem novel.
>The premises are interesting, but there's always a long, boring, section
>which turns me off.  I think I've tried 3-4 novels.

One thing that nearly every one of Lem's longer works has in common is that
they take a very long time for the plot to get started.  Actually, the most
extreme example of this (besides _Imaginary Magnitude_) is probably the
story "The Conditioned Reflex," in which the descriptive passages that open
the tale are considerably longer than the part with the story in it.
Sometimes (as in _Fiasco_) it doesn't hurt one's understanding of a Lem
novel much to skip the first fifty or sixty pages, though by doing so you
miss a lot of beautiful writing.

This is not at all a common phenomenon in American SF, where the bloat
usually sets in around page 150 or so.  It takes a while to get used to.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 19:28:28 GMT
From: joshi@hal.cs.uiuc.edu (Anil Joshi)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Nobody mentioned Return from the Stars (that is Lem isn't it?) in which an
astronaut returns to Earth after travelling at relativistic speeds to find
that space travel has gone out of fashion. One of the best books I have
ever read.

Anil

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 20:49:40 GMT
From: mcirvin@scws37.harvard.edu (Matt McIrvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Anil Joshi <joshi@hal.cs.uiuc.edu> wrote:
>Nobody mentioned Return from the Stars (that is Lem isn't it?) 

It's not one of my favorites overall, but the disorienting first part of
the book, in which our hero tries to get his bearings in a world so changed
as to be nearly incomprehensible, is great.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 23:48:01 GMT
From: michalj@fuw.edu.pl (Michal Jankowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Matt McIrvin <mcirvin@husc8.harvard.edu> writes:
> _The Star Diaries_ also seems to be out of print in the US now - at
> least, I've never seen a new copy.  I have no idea why - it's great.  I
> would call _Eden_ and _The Investigation_ pretty bad, and _The
> Invincible_, _The Chain of Chance_, and most of _Memoirs of a Space
> Traveler_ quite readable but not particularly astonishing.

Funny you say that. Actually, 'Eden', 'The Invincible', 'The Chain of
Chance [Katar]' are among my favourites - together with such titles as
'Cyberiad', 'Tales of Pirx the Pilot', 'The Star Diaries', 'The
Futurological Congress' and 'Return from the stars'.

You say that 'The Star Diaries' is great while 'Memoirs of a Space
Traveller' isn't. What exactly is this latter book? Some later stories from
the 'Dzienniki gwiazdowe' series which were written after Kandel did his
'Star Diaries' translation? If so, then perhaps it's a problem with
not-so-good translation 8-)

Of course, I've read all books by Lem in my native Polish, so I cannot
really comment on the quality of translations. Some books (e.g.
'Cyberiad') seem simply impossible to translate, but I'm told that Kandel
did an excellent job. Perhaps.

> Everything else that has been translated into English I recommend highly.

Well, I wouldn't recommend his later books ('Peace on Earth', 'Wizja
lokalna' - this one hasn't been translated, I think). His latest (and
probably the last) book - 'Fiasco', is, IMHO, a fiasco.

Michal

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 10:27:02 GMT
From: mla1290@ggr.co.uk (Mike Arnautov)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

Matt McIrvin (mcirvin@scws37.harvard.edu) wrote:
> Sometimes (as in _Fiasco_) it doesn't hurt one's understanding of a Lem
> novel much to skip the first fifty or sixty pages, though by doing so you
> miss a lot of beautiful writing.

WHAT?!? If you skip the prologue in Fiasco you will miss _much_ more than
some really superb writing! You will miss

a) The last (?) Pirx adventure.
b) An amazing discourse on creativity of nature, worthy of Golem XIV.
c) The dark symmetry of the book as a whole, where the whole is
   tragically prefigured in the prologue.

OK, you can think (a) and (b) to be optional extras, but (c) is integral to
the construction of the book and to the understanding of the underlying
reasons of the fiasco in question.

I strongly advise not to skip _anything_ in Lem.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 20:46:42 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

I read a Russian translation of 'Wizja lokalna' ("Local Survey" I would
guess) once. It wasn't great but it wasn't really bad either. A bit
disorganized and uneven, rather. Sort of a hodgepodge of sociological and
philosophical insights with very little connecting material (except Ijon
himself). One or two chapters reminded me of 'The Futurological Congress',
the rest were just musings on immortality, Human Nature, etc..  I found the
sociological part rather lame even though I liked his [somewhat absurdist]
nanotechnology. Oh well, I guess 'YMMV' applies in Lem's case even more
than usual...

ahasuer@clark.net

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 19:47:21 GMT
From: roberti@cogs.susx.ac.uk (Bob Ives)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Is Lem alive?

Having just reread 'Return from the Stars' by Stanislaw Lem, it occurred to
me that this great Polish SF author may no longer be with us...  Can anyone
out there let me know if Lem still lives, is still writing.  I will be a
great loss to the sf community if he is not.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 01:00:27 GMT
From: davidD@qimr.edu.au (David Duffy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem, anyone?

I must agree with Matt McIrvin that Fiasco is a great success, and all the
sections (including the first) carry on his thema of human incomprehension
of the universe (some kind of anti-anthropic principle) - first
incomprehension of the physics of an environment, known intellectually, but
not at the gut level of movement (walking) and action, and finally
incomprehension of the nature and motivation of other intelligences, along
with the stories within the novel which show how humans try to order the
universe into comfortable boxes e.g. the SF narratives (all very
postmodern/relativistic...).  Obviously not the work of the computer on the
LEM (most appropriate at year 25!).  Possibly, Fiasco has gained in
translation into English ;) Several people have commented that H.P.
Lovecraft must be much better in French than in English in order to
interest so many academics there !?!  Finally, most of Lem's books are
available in general bookstores here in paperback re-release, including
HMV, RFTS etc..

David Duffy
Qld Inst Med Research
Queensland Australia

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 20:12:16 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_ 

I've posted a review of David Lindsay's book over in r.a.b., but I decided
to split the things I wanted to say about this, for complicated reasons I
hope to be able to explain in what follows.

I found out about this book reading C.S. Lewis essays about science fiction
- - it's mentioned in passing in three of the sections of _Of Other Worlds_,
and in all three places it is described as badly written.

And it is _badly_ written, which is why I was so suprised to see Bret Jolly
list it as an example of where to find the good stuff in the "Writing
Quality in Science Fiction".  But I hadn't read it yet - just flipped
through and applied my expanded version of the page 117 test to it, and
concluded I'd like to avoid reading it for as long as possible.

Nevertheless, I disapprove of people who take other's opinions as their own
without checking them out, so I read Lindsay's novel, and I can now say,
based on my own experience, that this is a badly written book.  Lindsay
writes appalling dialogue, sense-free descriptions (e.g. his use of the
term "mystic"), manages to get idioms wrong (e.g. "lost nothing" where he
clearly intended "missed nothing"), writes paper-thin characters whose
motivations are driven almost exclusively by the needs of the highly
episodic plot which, in turn, is entirely driven by what C.S. Lewis
describes as a "passionate spiritual odyssey" that is, the underlying
theme.  As if these sins against literature were insufficient, the science
is nonsense.

All right, so where's the appeal?  Why does Lewis mention it so often, if
not precisely recommending it, well, then, trying to get others to read it.
He knew it was a "bad" book - anyone can tell you it's a "bad" book.
Furthermore, all the evidence to date suggests that whatever the appeal is,
most people, including many intelligent, well-read people who also manage
to enjoy genre fiction (e.g. Aldiss and Kingsley Amis), don't get it.  And
there's strong reason to suspect they really try.

I think the answer lies in recognizing that, like Lessing's _Canopus in
Argos: Archives_, and a thin thread of [science, speculative, fantasy,
fiction] that includes Lewis' Space Trilogy and lord knows what all else,
_Arcturus_ does not belong to the popular genre most of us know and love.
No reasonable definition of the genre can exclude it, but this is the One
That Doesn't Belong a la Sesame Street, and so, being some strange hybrid
apple, ought not to be judged as an orange.

I would go so far as to say that in Lindsay's case (I won't make this claim
about Lessing and Lewis), it isn't even literature, fiction or any of that.

What is it?  That is a good question.  I'm waffling right now between flat
agreeing with C.S. Lewis with his comment about it being a spiritual
odyssey, and describing it as an operation upon the reader's, um, psyche or
soul or some such thing.  The ideas (perhaps I should say truths, but I
would like to communicate the feeling that I do not agree with Lindsay's
"truths" at all times or even a lot of the time) which it explores are ones
which other sf uses.  But sf in general has a strong tendency to operate
within an empirical framework (heh - hardly an earthshaking observation
there), and so these ideas tend to be judged on how well they work, and the
metric is frequently how this results in happiness or otherwise for people,
where people is defined loosely and on the fly.  This is how ideas about
morality and good and bad and evil and the right or wrong way to live and
so on are generally woven into a plot.  Imagine this turned on its head -
and I mean that all the way back to the utilitarian metric underlying it.
That is, right and wrong are not to be determined by how well they work,
particularly not by whether they make people happy or not, however any of
those terms may be defined.  (Someone's going to cite a cheap inversion
here, but this isn't about mirror images, which don't really escape the
paradigm.)  That's what Lindsay seems to be trying to get across, at least
on the most superficial level.

So if you read sf to get a grip on really wonky points of view, you might
like this book, if you can manage to stick it out through the awful
dialogue, the appalling prose style, the broken idiom and the hideously
episodic and uninspired plodding, er, plotting.  That is, if you're the
sort of person who is as likely to read theology and philosophy as sf, and
for similar reasons.

Otherwise, you may as well steer clear of this.

(It occurs to me there might be some cross-appeal between this and Stephen
R. Donaldson.  Anyone read and liked both authors?  For that matter, does
anyone know if Donaldson had read David Lindsay?)

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 15:35:05 GMT
From: plutchak@lager.geo.brown.edu (Joel Plutchak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_

   And if you thought the book was bad, you should see the movie!  It was
the only film I've *ever* seen where almost the entire audience left before
it finished (though I stuck it out, probably because I couldn't believe a
movie could be so thoroghly bad).  Then again, maybe it was a *good* movie
in that it captured the illiteracy of the book so well...

Joel Plutchak
Research Programmer/Analyst
Brown University
Planetary Geology

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 94 03:44:12 GMT
From: dbmartin@ns1.unicomp.net (David Martin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Ann Logston - New Book?

Does anyone know if Ann Logston will write another book in her "Shadow"
series?

Thanks.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Films - Highlander 3 & John Carpenter's The Thing (14 msgs) &
               Kubrick's AI (2 msgs) & Final Approach (2 msgs) &
               Escape from New York & Disaster In Time &
               Johnny Mnemonic & Batman III

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 94 16:22:53 GMT
From: Tim_Kretschmann@nrunner.mil.wi.us
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander 3 Trailer sighted

> Saw a trailer for Highlander 3:The Sorcerer.
> 
> It appears as if they might have done it right this time.
> 
> Anyone know if Highlander 2 will actually be ignored like a bad dream?

I also saw the trailer and had similar thoughts. I hope H2 is ignored. This
is what I know of the plot:

***SPOILER ALERT***

From what I've read, three bad immortals were caught in a volcano during
some fight to the finish. They were trapped inside past the time of the
Gathering, and thus, could not participate in the festivities.

Somehow the volcano cracks open and guess who they want? Connor. Sounds
like Superman II's basic plot to me, but it will probably work quite well
and give us plenty of cool swordplay. This storyline seems to forget about
Zeist - which is probably for the best!

Timothy E. Kretschmann
Muskego, WI
Tim_Kretschmann@nrunner.mil.wi.us

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 16:12:11 GMT
From: jon@computer-science.paisley.ac.uk (John Gibb - Computer Centre)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John Carpenter's The Thing

Has anybody got any interesting info on this film?

I've seen the UK video release and the uncut version (bootleg) and I was
wondering whether there were any other versions out there?

Or how about info regarding possible sequels or who became the thing and
when ?!!

John
jon@cs.paisley.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 19:26:04 GMT
From: larsa@colargol.edb.tih.no (Lars Joergen Aas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: John Carpenters - The Thing

John Gibb - Computer Centre (jon@computer-science.paisley.ac.uk) wrote:
>Or how about info regarding possible sequels or who became the thing and
>when ?!!

Who became the "thing"...  Now, that's the whole point about the ending of
the movie.  Were any of them "infected"?  Well, since you couldn't tell
nobody else can either...  It's the whole point of the ending, from my
point of view, to leave the audience in uncertainty...

Lars Joergen Aas
larsa@edb.tih.no

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 22:46:39 GMT
From: lozinski@netcom.com (Boogie-Woogie Man)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: John Carpenters - The Thing

If you mean the version with Kurt Russell in it, that was the best!

One of the FEW movies to actually make me jump, especially when they were
testing the blood in that one scene. :)

lozinski@netcom.com
lozinski@csugrad.cs.vt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 23:06:37 GMT
From: cproch1@umbc.edu (Max)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Thing

  I LOVE The Thing. It's definitely one of my favorites.

  So... who got "Thinged" first? You know, the shadow on the wall when the
dog walks in. Was it Palmer? (My guess)

  And when the Thing's in the kennel, and it sprouts those hands, and
punches out the ceiling boards, does it climb out or sit there until Childs
wastes it? I think it climbs out, splitting, leaving the other half sitting
there. That's how I always saw it, but my friend said it knocks out the
boards and just hangs there. When we watched it, he changed his mind and
agreed with me, but now I'm wondering if HE's right.

  And a fun thing we LOVE to imitate... when Blair (Wilfed Brimley) is
being locked in the tool shed and he's talking to Mac, and he's all morphed
up, he says "Watch Clark, and watch him close. Do you hear we?" He actually
says "Do you hear WE?"  Actually, I thinks he throws a slight "B" sound in
with it, like "Wbe." I just crack up listening to him trying to talk.

  And who the Hell did get to that blood?

Max

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 09:33:53 GMT
From: jon@computer-science.paisley.ac.uk (John Gibb - Computer Centre)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Thing

I'd agree that the "Thing" did split into two and one part stayed to get
fried and the other did climb out of the kennel!!

Now was it Blair who was the big "Thing" at the end that MacReady killed or
was it the other thing that escaped from the kennel?

If I remember correctly (but I'd need to watch it again) the end Thing had
only a dog face. This indicated that this one was the one that escaped from
the kennel as surely it would have assumed the head of Blair, being the
most recent imitation?

Also, assuming that the collective Thing could attack and replicate any
lifeform and each individual part followed its own rules of survival
shouldn't the doctor have been gradually taken over by the Thing as his
hands and arms were continually swamped in Thing blood? After all it only
takes one cell to start the mutation process!!

It's times like these I wish I could phone up John Carpenter and go...  Hey
Mr. Carpenter, sir. Any chance of letting me have the full script for your
film ... oh and how about making a followup film to this classic,
preferably not set in an urban environment (Predator 2)!!

John

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 10:26:06 GMT
From: jon@computer-science.paisley.ac.uk (John Gibb - Computer Centre)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Thing

Looks like the Thing even replicated the cardio-vascular condition of
Norris.  On a whole this film is very reminiscent of that great 70's remake
of Invasion of the Body Snatchers, I've read about how Cameron ripped-off
Harlan Ellison stories to construct the Terminator. I wonder if
sub-consciously JC was thinking of IoTBS when he had this classic/cult
film?

John

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 10:33:20 GMT
From: mcssegcs@dct.ac.uk
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Thing (Spoilers)

Here's my thoughts on those questions about John Carpenter's 1982 version
of "The Thing" -

> So... who got "Thinged" first? You know, the shadow on the wall when the
> dog walks in. Was it Palmer?

No, it was Norris (Charles Hallahan), the geologist guy with the red hair,
who becomes the stomach-monster/spider-head Thing. I can tell from his
shadow. The dog's acting in that scene is just incredible, I wonder how
they got it to be so convincing; 'Okay dog, now I want to just walk up this
corridor, but you gotta make it look like you're really an alien, up to no
good, can you do it?'. 'Sure thing Big John, no problems, let's do lunch
afterwards and talk about my percentage share of the gross, huh?'

> And when the Thing's in the kennel, and it sprouts those hands, and
> punches out the ceiling boards, does it climb out or sit there until
> Childs wastes it ?

I've never quite been sure about that, though my guess is that Childs
completely wastes it with the flamethrower, otherwise the rest of them
wouldn't just hang about there. About the only flaw that Carpenter's movie
has is that Rob Bottin's effects are so good, and so original, that
sometimes you're not quite sure exactly what's going on.

> When Blair's been locked in the tool shed and he's talking to MacReady,
> he actually says "Do you hear WE ?"

Yeah, that's a great little gag, very subtle. I always wondered if it was
intentional, or if Wilford Brimley just fluffed the line slightly, and Carp
decided to keep it in as a sly reference to Blair's Thingism, for anyone
who could get it.

> And who the Hell did get to that blood?

Presumably it was Palmer (David Clennon), since he's the guy that turns out
to be a Thing in the blood test scene.

Harry Roat Jr.
Scarsdale

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 14:50:56 GMT
From: jp@cairo.anu.edu.au (jp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Thing (Spoilers)

mcssegcs@dct.ac.uk writes:
>No, it was Norris (Charles Hallahan), the geologist guy with the red hair,
>who becomes the stomach-monster/spider-head Thing. I can tell from his
>shadow. The dog's acting in that scene is just incredible, I wonder how
>they got it to be so convincing; 'Okay dog, now I want to just walk up
>this corridor, but you gotta make it look like you're really an alien, up
>to no good, can you do it?'. 'Sure thing Big John, no problems, let's do
>lunch afterwards and talk about my percentage share of the gross, huh?'

Yup, you're dead right there!  Lassie doesn't even hold a candle to that
Thing-mutt.  It looked so _evil_, in the crew-room, then slinking through
the corridors.  Brrr!  They should have an Oscar for Best Canine
Actor/Actress!  (Though I worry that Bette Midler would monopolize it year
after year. )

Just how successful was 'The Thing'?  It's repeated down here (Australia)
on commercial tv every 8 months or so, uncut, late at night.  It always
freaks me, that CPR bit where Norris' chest caves in!  But, out of
interest, just _why_ did the alien decide to 'pass out' then?  Why did
Norris require CPR in the first place?  Sorry, been a while since I've seen
it.

Jack

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 07:27:37 GMT
From: ben@vgdata.demon.co.uk (Ben Last)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Thing

jon@computer-science.paisley.ac.uk "John Gibb" writes:
>Looks like the Thing even replicated the cardio-vascular condition of
>Norris.  On a whole this film is very reminiscent of that great 70's
>remake of Invasion of the Body Snatchers, I've read about how Cameron
>ripped-off Harlan Ellison stories to construct the Terminator. I wonder if
>sub-consciously JC was thinking of IoTBS when he had this classic/cult
>film?

"The Thing" is based on an Ellison story called "Who Goes There", which is
much more of an exploration of logic puzzles (i.e., how do we know who is
and isn't a monster) than the film; I read the story after the film and was
about halfway through when I suddenly realised where I'd "read" this
before...

Ben Last
Fisons Instruments
ben@vgdata.demon.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 09:00:31 GMT
From: snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Thing

Ben Last (ben@vgdata.demon.co.uk) wrote:
>"The Thing" is based on an Ellison story called "Who Goes There", 
 
Uh, all respect to Ellison, but I don't think he wrote "Who Goes There."
That honour, I believe, belongs to John Campbell.

Stephen
snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 15:12:22 GMT
From: jcav@kimbark.uchicago.edu (JohnC)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Thing

S.N.Gouldsworthy@newcastle.ac.uk (S N Gouldsworthy) writes:
>The Thing is based on the short story 'Who Goes There?' by John W Campbell
>which was written in the 40's/50's I believe.

Actually published in the mid-late 1930s, and written under the pseudonym
"Don A. Stuart"

Read the story - it's very good. I believe it is available in the _Science
Fiction Hall of Fame_ anthology, at least.

John Cavallino
jcav@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 20:51:23 GMT
From: cproch1@umbc.edu (Max)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Thing/Norris

  I have trouble with Norris being "Shadow-Boy." For some reason I think he
wasn't aware of having been taken over.  John here mentioned that the Thing
duplicated Norris' cardio-vascular condition. I think that's a definite
possibility. Then again, I think maybe the chest pain/ heart attack was the
thing taking over. I mean, when Garry offers Norris the chance to be "Top,"
Norris declines. Now if I was the Thing (and I'm not saying I'm not), I'd
"Well, sure. I'll be in Command. Hee hee."

Max

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 20:54:56 GMT
From: cproch1@umbc.edu (Max)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Thing/Getting to the Blood

  So if Palmer got to the blood, HOW did he get to the blood? They spend
six hours saying only Doc Copper and Garry have access to the key. PLEASE,
no one say that he pulled a T-1000 and "formed the key."
  Could it be possible, that either Doc or Garry got so scared that they
might be the Thing (Without knowing it) that they sabotaged the blood?

Max

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 20:59:58 GMT
From: cproch1@umbc.edu (Max)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Thing/The Book

  The other night, after making my original "Thing" posts, I went home and
picked up the novel. I forget Norris' name so I had to look it up (I'm so
embarrassed) I still haven't read it, but upon glancing through it, there's
some points I think you'd all be interested in:
  
  Windows is named "Sanders."

  And... There is some long seen after Blair loses it, In which
  Mac and Childs (I think) go after the dogs that somehow got out
  of the kennel. They head out on snow mobiles. It sounds pretty
  cool. I'll let you know about it all, when I EVENTUALLY read it
  (I have so much to do).

Max

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 20:24:27 GMT
From: jmscamar@titan.ucs.umass.edu (Joseph M Scamardella)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: KUBRICK'S AI

Someone mentioned (sorry I lost original posting) that Kubrick's AI is
based upon Brian Aldiss' short story Super-Toys Last All Summer Long and
asked if anyone has read it. Yes, it's _very_ good and in a way reminds me
of The Shining. The story deals with concepts of reality and man. It's only
about 8 pages long but very thought provoking. I wonder if Stanley is
collaborating with Aldiss on a screenplay?

Joe Scamardella
University of Massachusetts
Amherst
scamardella@library.umass.edu
jmscamar@titan.ucs.umass.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 22:00:41 GMT
From: GVH@ccit.arizona.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kubrick's AI

Someone mentioned here a while ago that Kubrick's next film, AI, was based
on Brian Aldiss' _Super-Toys Last All Summer Long_.  That story can be
found in _Moment of Eclipse_, Doubleday Science Fiction, 1971.  I found it
in a used bookstore today and was told that most major libraries have most
if not all of Aldiss' works.  It was a good read and I hope (in fact I'm
assured) that this will be another Kubrick masterpiece.

Gabe H.
gvh@ccit.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 18:08:43 GMT
From: nrd1fct@nrd.ups.com (Fan Ching Tao)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Final Approach

I saw this movie on laserdisc and here are my two cent's.  This film was
notable for being one of the (if not the first) films released with a
digital soundtrack, using Optical Radiation's now defunct system.  I was
more impressed by the video transfer, the laserdisc is one of the sharpest
I've seen, though the source print has a few imperfections (dirt on
frames).  I haven't seen them all, but compared to Aliens, Blade Runner,
Bram Stoker's Dracula, which I have, this laserdisc blows them away.

The story is mediocre, though I liked the acting by Hector Elizondo.  I
thought the voice-overs (thoughts) by James B. Sikking were inane-sounding.
Parts of the film reminded me of 2001 and The Man Who Fell to Earth.  I
thought the ending was a bit anticlimactic.

Overall, I'd recommend this movie for anyone looking for something similar
to an episode of The Twilight Zone or The Outer Limits, not for anyone
expecting expensive special effects.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 17:17:56 GMT
From: bgowing@dsg.cs.tcd.ie (Brendan Gowing)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Final Approach

Sorry, I have to say this: Overall I would *NOT* recommend this movie to
anyone! Those looking for the Twilight Zone type of story will be
disappointed by the appalling monotony of this film. Where as TZ will tell
a story in a 30 minute (or less) time slot, this films drags a *simple*
story line out until it snaps and is ruined by the monotony. The whole
thing could have been shown in ten minutes, or alternatively made an
interesting comic book story. As a film, however, it sucks.

Although I hate the film itself, I did not see it on laserdisc and so
cannot comment on any technical merits the film might have on this medium.

Film Rating _0_: monotonous, **predictable** drivel.

Brendan Gowing
Distributed Systems Group
Dept.of Computer Science,
Trinity College
Dublin 2, Ireland
bgowing@dsg.cs.tcd.ie

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 13:13:10 GMT
From: cjburke@indial1.io.com (Christopher J. Burke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Escape from New York: Director's Cut

I always found it amusing that the "prologue" was cut from the movie.  If I
remember correctly, the "prologue" was, in fact, the original story that
the entire movie was based upon. (Extended from?)

C.J. Burke

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 13:29:00 GMT
From: anderp@spaceworks.com ("Paul Anderson")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: DISASTER IN TIME

The story "Vintage Season" which DISASTER IN TIME appears to be based on
can be found in the Science Fiction Hall of Fame Vol. II (I'm not sure if
it's IIa or IIb - there are two vol II's).  I'm not sure if it's in print
or not.  It originally appeared back in the 40s or 50s (i.e. it's not a
recent story).

Paul Anderson
anderp@spaceworks.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 19:33:26 GMT
From: WK01739@worldlink.com (Bill MacIntosh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Johnny Mnemonic, when?

I heard that Johnny Mnemonic had finished shooting.  Anyone know when it
will appear at the theaters?

Bill MacIntosh
WK01739@Worldlink.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 19:53:06 GMT
From: trusma@saturn.wwc.edu (MARKOS TED TRUSSELL)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Batman III

USA Tody reports today that the love interest in Batman III will be Rene
Russo from "In the Line of Fire," and "Lethal Weapon 3."  Is it just me or
are the Batman movies adding too many characters?  Batman Returns had three
major characters and in Batman Forever we're going to see 5!  Hello!

------------------------------
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Date: 15 Jun 94 21:46:19 GMT
From: frank@fnbc.com (Frank Mitchell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :) (spoilers?)

Dave_Wetzel@vos.stratus.com (David Wetzel) writes:
> Well, if this were Babylon 5 I'd expect the Dominion to make a deal with
> the Cardassians.  Import Dominion tech to the Cardies and have them be
> the warrior group that does all the dirty work on our side of the
> Worm-hole.  That way the Dominion aren't bothered to have to deal with
> the Fed directly and when the time comes they can dump the warriors from
> this episode of DS9 into our quadrant to suppress the Cardies.
> 
> Of course if this were B5, the Cardies would accept the deal with the
> intention of betraying the Dominion in the end.

If the Cardassians believe what Eris told Sisko and Quark, they would be
fools to think they could backstab the Dominion, or cut any sort of special
deal.  About the only thing the Cardassians could give the Dominion would
be warm bodies and whatever their spies know about the Feds, which the
Dominion probably doesn't need badly.  And then there's Cardassian
nationalism to consider.

Maybe if the Dominion starts winning its war against the Federation, the
Cardassians would cut a deal.  Otherwise, they'll side with the Feds (who
are more sentimental and easier to manipulate).

I think an old Arab proverb applies: "me against my brother, my brother and
me against the tribe, the tribe and me against the world."

Frank Mitchell
frank@fnbc.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 23:32:03 GMT
From: gwangung@u.washington.edu (just another theatre geek)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :(

Franklin Hummel <hummel@ATHENA.MIT.EDU> wrote:
>It is So-Much-Easier to write about big explosions than to write a
>thought-provoking and dramatically powerful episode like TNG's "The
>Measure of a Man".

   True. Wish we could convince the knee-jerk phaser jockeys of that around
here.....

>The ratings of TNG dropped in its last several years from what they were
>around 1991.  Recent ratings show that DS9 has almost -25%- less an
>audience than TNG did in 1993-1994.

   These two bits of data do not imply the same things, since DS9 ratings
are still improving and are higher than TNG ratings for its second season.

>So, it seems there are other Trekkers how there who realize that
>Berman's/Piller's STAR TREK is -not- Gene Roddenberry's STAR TREK.

   Of course, Gene Roddenberry's Star Trek is NOT Gene Roddenberry's STAR
TREK.....Compare first season TNG to fifth season TNG....

Roger Tang
gwangung@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 07:15:00 GMT
From: snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :(

Franklin Hummel (hummel@ATHENA.MIT.EDU) wrote:
>To me, the reason why Berman and all killed THE NEXT GENERATION is the
>task of writing for it had become too much of a intellectual stretch for
>the staff-writers.  So they created DEEP SPACE NINE so they could deal
>with "dramatic conflict" by having the characters blast phrasers and
>photon torpedoes at each other - and so we the viewers would come to
>believe the quality of an episode is supposed to be judge by how many
>starships are destroyed.

Sorry, Frank. I hate to disagree with a fellow B5er, but I have to here.
The reason I prefer DS9 to TNG isn't because there are more explosions and
ships blowing up. It's for the same reason that I prefer B5 to both of
them: drama.

In an earlier posting you said that the problem with DS9 was that too often
people resorted to shouting at each other rather than trying to deal with
their problems. (That's a paraphrase, and you're welcome to correct me on
it).

The thing is, in drama, shouting at one another *is* dealing with a
problem. That's how people who disagree strongly about things often deal
with their disagreements.

This doesn't mean that everybody has to be bastards. It's entirely possible
to have drama between highly principled, honourable people who happen to be
on opposite sides of some conflict. And it doesn't hurt the dignity of the
characters to have them raise their voices at each other.  Indeed, when I
see a TNG "dramatic" scene where A and B have some restrained, reasonable
discussion, it tells me that yes, they are good people who get along, but
also that they can't possibly care all that much about what they're arguing
about.

Look at the best episodes of TNG: "Measure of a Man" which you cite is a
pretty good example of drama, but the one I prefer is "Yesterday's
Enterprise." Consider the scene between Picard and Guinan where Guinan
tells Picard he has to send the E-C back. At no point in that scene do we
like Picard or Guinan less, and at no point do we have any reason to
believe that either are acting dishonourably. Nonetheless, Picard shouts at
Guinan - "Not good enough, damnit, not good enough!" He *can't* send them
back. It's *exciting*. It's *dramatic*.

That's the appeal of DS9: characters who we can respect and like, but who
have fundamental disagreements. Kira and Sisko, Kira and Odo, Bashir and
O'Brien. "Necessary Evil" was one of the best episodes of Trek there's ever
been, and there's not an exploding ship in sight. Just hard drama, with
characters being forced into difficult situations and having to struggle
through them the honest way, with pain and difficulty. Kira lied to Odo and
didn't tell him for years, even though they had become friends. How do they
deal with that? With uneasiness, wariness, discomfort, but realization that
their friendship is stronger than that.  *That's* earned.

One of the things that often irritated me about TNG (and don't get me
wrong, my use of "Yesterday's Enterprise" should indicate that I have put
in my share of TNG time, and yes, I used to love it too) was that all these
people were such good buddies even though it struck me that that friendship
was assumed rather than earned. I was reminded of the friends I had in high
school. We all vowed to stick by each other forever, always, getting high
on fellowship. But the fact was that we were mostly friends of convenience
- - we happened to get along when we were around each other. We hadn't earned
the kind of friendship that endures. As many people find, I found that most
of us drifted apart after high school, and I'm close to only a few of them
any more.

The Kira-Odo thing makes me believe that the friendship between them
matters, just as the Kirk-Spock-McCoy friendship mattered. Simply put,
there's just more *guts*.

And, hey, everybody loves a space battle as well, right?

Actually, I found the spcae battle in "The Jem'Hadar" slightly
disappointing, even though the effects were excellent. I think it's because
they didn't really build up the tension enough - compare that scene to the
scene where the League ships arrive in "Deathwalker" in B5.  Yowza! Now
*there's* a rumble!

Stephen
snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 00:06:41 GMT
From: media@netcom.com (Max Headroom)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :(

hummel@ATHENA.MIT.EDU (Franklin Hummel) writes:
> To me, the reason why Berman and all killed THE NEXT GENERATION is the
> task of writing for it had become too much of a intellectual stretch for
> the staff-writers.

Well, if you ask me... ;-)

The reason is stated in the last sentence here.  "...stretch for the
_staff-writers_."  I've stated this for years (yes, on this very newsgroup.
The reason is that they're simply "staff-writers".  They are TELEVISION
writers with credits like "General Hospital", "Dallas", "The Extremely
Boring Story of a (insert dysfunction here) (person, usually !(men; so to
be PC) who becomes *empowered* by (insert miracle here)".  (And as usual,
it's always a -deep voice on- "*World* Television Premier!; I don't think
so, because most people in the world don't have our frigging NTSC, don't
want it, and don't care, either!).

Okay, so the last one is a lie, but you know what television has become:
Soap Opera.  And that's what happened to Star Trek.  We were blessed with
the fact that some good episodes got out there, the acting was okay, and
they (Paramount) were blessed with the fact that we bought it,
(literally!).  I think they're getting out while the getting's good...

Star Trek could have had a much larger following had the stories been more
SCIENCE FICTION instead of "Will, I know how you're feeling...", "Maybe we
should explore our feelings...", "Oh, *Imzadi*...".  I want to *escape* a
lot of that junk when I'm looking at sf.  I want to know about different
cultures, different species, technologies, and the impact they have on
everyone/thing.  I don't want to see the main characters humping every
episode or two.  How's about we just sort of *know* that, and get on with
the sci-fi?  Is that too much to ask?

I guess for TNG, it was.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 17:00:49 GMT
From: frank@fnbc.com (Frank Mitchell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :(

hummel@ATHENA.MIT.EDU (Franklin Hummel) writes:
> Anyone else out there find the introduction of yet -another- "enemy" for
> the Federation to fight be just one big bore and but one more sign of how
> intellectually and dramatically bankrupt STAR TREK has become?

Depends.  If it becomes a shoot-em-up, yeah, but there's also lots of
possiblities for the Federation to meet its dark side directly ... a
"multi-cultural" civilization with one culture enslaving the rest.  And
most of the grunts they'd be fighting don't want to be there.  If they're
smart, they'll bone up on _All Quiet On The Western Front_.

> To me, the reason why Berman and all killed THE NEXT GENERATION is the
> task of writing for it had become too much of a intellectual stretch for
> the staff-writers.  So they created DEEP SPACE NINE so they could deal
> with "dramatic conflict" by having the characters blast phrasers and
> photon torpedoes at each other - and so we the viewers would come to
> believe the quality of an episode is suppose to be judge by how many
> starships are destroyed.

Deep Space Nine has done thoughtful shows as well, "The Collaborator", or
the one with the Cardassian war criminal (name escapes me) to name just
two.  I think the quality of writing has gone downhill, but I think
jettisoning TNG (One Big Happy Family) might give the writing team an edge
again.

> It is So-Much-Easier to write about big explosions than to write a
> thought-provoking and dramatically powerful episode like TNG's "The
> Measure of a Man".

Er, I found that one to be a little on the preachy side.  Talking heads
aren't good drama to me - the old writer's dictum is "show, not tell".

> So, it seems there are other Trekkers how there who realize that
> Berman's/Piller's STAR TREK is -not- Gene Roddenberry's STAR TREK.

This "Roddenberry fundamentalism" has to stop.  From what I've heard,
Roddenberry practically strangled TNG's first season by wanting to do the
same thing all over again - "The Naked Now", etc..

Roddenberry was great at grand concepts and 50's-style SF, but I prefer
SF's moderrn emphasis on well-rounded characters and complex situations.
(Would that Berman/Piller could do both, but ...)

Frank Mitchell
frank@fnbc.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 22:56:32 GMT
From: afallon@denitqm.mnet.uswest.com (Jack)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :(

I agree with your basic thread. TNG has dropped off in quality since the
days of "Inner Light" and "Quality Of Life". Most people on this net become
orgasmic over phasers, photons, and phights (sorry couldnt resist).  And
whenever they show a little boob or butt watch out!! The net lights up like
a pin ball machine. I think many of Trek's fans are pre-pubescent teens, or
adults who still think that way. Anyhow, I ain't one of those.  And by your
thread neither are you. It's refreshing to see that once in a while.

Jack    

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 94 23:55:07 GMT
From: lictor@aol.com (Lictor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DS9's New Enemy/IDICs

I have to say I got a guilty kick out of the teeny jab they got in at
Roddenberry when Quark was talking about the 'collectibles' he could sell
and mentioned Vulcan IDICs. In Shatner's "Star Trek Memories" he mentions
how Roddenberry had gone all commercial at the end of ST:TOS and only
wanted Spock to wear the thing so Gene could sell them. I can't believe it
was a coincidence that Quark the Profit King mentioned them...

Lictor

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 02:28:31 GMT
From: hummel@athena.mit.edu (Franklin Hummel)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DS9's New Enemy/IDICs

lictor@aol.com (Lictor) writes:
>I have to say I got a guilty kick out of the teeny jab they got in at
>Roddenberry when Quark was talking about the 'collectibles' he could sell
>and mentioned Vulcan IDICs. In Shatner's "Star Trek Memories" he mentions
>how Roddenberry had gone all commercial at the end of ST:TOS and only
>wanted Spock to wear the thing so Gene could sell them. I
  
  
Oh, and who do you think is making money off of all those little
play-figure "Quark" dolls being sold today?
  
   Give me a break.  Roddenberry's little marketing desires for TREK is
- -NOTHING- to the shameless exploitation Berman/Piller/Paramount have done
with ST starting as soon as Roddenberry died.  Berman was on a shopping
network channel 2 months before DS9 1st episode premiered selling DS9
items.  The number of items with STAR TREK on it now is disgusting in its
reflection of pure greed.  And whereas once upon on a time there was a
look-the-other-way between TREK and fans who were making/selling a few TREK
items mainly out of love for the series, now Paramount will likely try to
haul you into court if you did this.
  
   Don't you know that TREK is referred to not by that name but, as "The
Franchise" at Paramount?
  
   If you got a "guilty kick" out of that, it's only because your
conscience likely needs a kick in the ass, since you seem to have failed
miserably to understand who actually has -sold-out- STAR TREK.
    
Frank Hummel
hummel@mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 15:39:19 GMT
From: Jim_Mann@transarc.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DS9's New Enemy/IDICs

>Don't you know that TREK is referred to not by that name but as "The
>Franchise" at Paramount?
>   
>If you got a "guilty kick" out of that, it's only because your conscience
>likely needs a kick in the ass, since you seem to have failed miserably to
>understand who actually has -sold-out- STAR TREK.

I guess I don't see the problem with this, as long as the tail doesn't wag
the dog: that is, as long as things aren't done on the show just so they
can market something. So far, at least, the marketing effort (action
figures, plates, models, etc.) seems very much a tail end thing. They take
things that worked well in episodes or that people liked in episodes and
make action figures or whatever of them. Quark is on DS9 because he is a
good character; there is an action figure of him because he is popular on
the show. He wasn't put on the show so they could create an action figure.

Contrast this with some of the kids shows, where new characters seem to be
added just so they can market yet another action figure.

Jim Mann
Transarc Corporation			
The Gulf Tower
707 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
jmann@transarc.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 94 03:30:41 GMT
From: brianpearce@delphi.com (Brian Pearce)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DS9's New Enemy/IDICs

>I guess I don't see the problem with this, as long as the tail doesn't wag
>the dog: that is, as long as things aren't done on the show just so they
>can market something. So far, at least, the marketing effort (action
>figures, plates, models, etc.) seems very much a tail end thing. They take
>things that worked well in episodes or that people liked in episodes and
>make action figures or whatever of them. Quark is on DS9 because he is a
>good character; there is an action figure of him because he is popular on
>the show. He wasn't put on the show so they could create an action figure.
 
I have to admit, I *have* noticed stuff in the series that seemed to have
no other purpose than to justify the merchandising.
 
For example: Playmates is coming out with a Phaser Rifle over the next
several months...this was part of the promotional catalog they distributed
at Toy Fair, and I'd read about it some months before that. Since then,
I've been trying to remember if I had ever *seen* a Phaser Rifle in
ST:TNG...I don't think I have. (Apart from the illustration in the
TECHNICAL MANUAL, anyway.)
 
But this season, we *finally* saw a Phaser Rifle being used (in the episode
just recently repeated, to damage a Shuttlecraft.) I'm not saying that I
know this to be a fact (I don't), but the first thought I had when I saw
this was that they had used the Phaser Rifle only to justify the existence
of the forthcoming toy. Mind you, this is a minor instance. But every time
I see Morn on DS9 as a non-speaking extra in Quark's, all I can think of is
that he's only there to promote the toy!
 
I guess I'm just getting too world-weary and cynical...

------------------------------
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Date: 21 Jun 94 06:48:44 GMT
From: despeign@husc7.harvard.edu (Peronet Despeignes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :(

Franklin Hummel (hummel@ATHENA.MIT.EDU) wrote:
>Anyone else out there find the introduction of yet -another- "enemy" for
>the Federation to fight be just one big bore and but one more sign of how
>intellectually and dramatically bankrupt STAR TREK has become?

I'm worried that this is a sign of some major writer's block, too.
Introducing new characters is defnitely a pretty common device in comic
books these days and look at the direction they're going in. However, I'm
hopeful that the ST writers will do something creative with the Dominion.
We'll soon see!

>To me, the reason why Berman and all killed THE NEXT GENERATION is the
>task of writing for it had become too much of a intellectual stretch for
>the staff-writers.  So they created DEEP SPACE NINE so they could deal
>with "dramatic conflict" by having the characters blast phrasers and
>photon torpedoes at each other - and so we the viewers would come to
>believe the quality of an episode is suppose to be judge by how many
>starships are destroyed.

I think this is an oversimplification, but there's probably some truth to
it.

>Of course, this is what has been planned all along by Berman and Piller:
>originally a war was suppose to start at the end of DS9's 1st season - I
>believe with the Carrasdians - but they delayed doing this for some reason
>until the just-ended 2nd season.  And, of course, since the Cardassians
>have become something beyond the sterotypical villains they were at first,
>they had to create a new (but still just as stereotypical) villain to go
>to war with.
   
Oh, so your premise is that whenever things get complicated with one group
they move on to create a new one. Again, I think that that's
oversimplifying things.

>It is So-Much-Easier to write about big explosions than to write a
>thought-provoking and dramatically powerful episode like TNG's "The
>Measure of a Man".

I think you're ignoring a lot of great episodes like "Yesterday's
Enterprise", "Inner Light", "Sarek", "Silicon Avatar", "BOBW" where we've
been privy to exciting, dramatic and complex moral dilemmas. I don't think
that your characterization of Post-Roddenberry Trek is a fair one. Too many
people choose one side of this ongoing debate rather than taking the mature
approach of recognizing the faults and successes of each era.

>The ratings of TNG dropped in its last several years from what they were
>around 1991.

Would 1991 happen to be around the time of the Great Bird's death? I think
you're just a little biased, dude.

>Recent ratings show that DS9 has almost -25%- less an audience than TNG
>did in 1993-1994.  So, it seems there are other Trekkers how there who
>realize that Berman's/Piller's STAR TREK is -not- Gene Roddenberry's STAR
>TREK.

Care to discuss TNG's ratings during its first two seasons??...
   
Perry D.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 16:08:36 GMT
From: mccoy@math.ohio-state.edu (Ted McCoy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NEW Star Trek ENEMY!! :(

Peronet Despeignes <despeign@husc7.harvard.edu> wrote:
>I'm worried that this is a sign of some major writer's block, too.
>Introducing new characters is defnitely a pretty common device in comic
>books these days and look at the direction they're going in. However, I'm
>hopeful that the ST writers will do something creative with the Dominion.
>We'll soon see!

I'm optimistic about the Dominion, because it's been handled very well so
far.

Here's an interesting parallel: after a year and a half, TNG introduced the
Borg and produced some of its best and most intense episodes.

Now, after a year and a half (remember, season one was half a year), DS9
has introduced the Dominion, and it looks like it may be successful at
achieving much the same effect again.

I know that the ending of that DS9 finale left me with the same feeling as
the original encounter with the Borg did.

>>To me, the reason why Berman and all killed THE NEXT GENERATION is the
>>task of writing for it had become too much of a intellectual stretch for
>>the staff-writers.  So they created DEEP SPACE NINE so they could deal
>>with "dramatic conflict" by having the characters blast phasers and
>>photon torpedoes at each other - and so we the viewers would come to
>>believe the quality of an episode is suppose to be judge by how many
>>starships are destroyed.
>
>I think this is an oversimplification, but there's probably some truth to
>it.

I think that's just plain wrong, actually.  It sounds to me like TNG ended
largely because some of the actors are getting too expensive for the cost
to be justified in a weekly television show.  It's easier to justify paying
lots of money to people like Stewart and Spiner in motion pictures.

Also: Deep Space Nine has generally not emphasized battles at the expense
of character development.  Look at this episode: great character scenes
between Jake and his dad, some good scenes with Quark (ignore the scenes
with Nog for the moment...) plus great dramatic scenes with various members
of the Dominion (scenes that work on the dialogue and not on action).
Then, there's a short battle during Quark and Sisko's escape, plus the
space battle, which includes one explosion and is limited to the last
fifteen minutes of the show.

Same thing with the Maquis double-parter: the space battle, as incredible
as it was, was limited to the very ending.  Most everything before that
developed the situation dramatically, through dialogue and characters.  And
did any of the Maquis ships actually get destroyed in that episode?

Aside from those two episodes, I don't think DS9 has even had terribly many
action-oriented episodes, or many spaceships exploding.  The Borg scenes
from the pilot are the obvious exception.

>>Of course, this is what has been planned all along by Berman and Piller:
>>originally a war was suppose to start at the end of DS9's 1st season - I
>>believe with the Carrasdians - but they delayed doing this for some
>>reason until the just-ended 2nd season.  And, of course, since the
>>Cardassians have become something beyond the sterotypical villains they
>>were at first, they had to create a new (but still just as stereotypical)
>>villain to go to war with.
>:   
>
>Oh, so your premise is that whenever things get complicated with one group
>they move on to create a new one. Again, I think that that's
>oversimplifying things.

Again, I don't think a look at the shows would support what you said.  The
Cardassians were first introduced in "The Wounded" on TNG, right?  That
episode made a point of showing both sides of their race: the side we could
sympathize with, but also the side that was scheming behind the
Federation's back.  And that characterization has remained constant.  The
DS9 episode where O'Brien is put on trial makes it clear that the
Cardassians are still villains.  Stereotypical villains?  No more than the
Maquis are.  But they are still very dynamic villains.

As for the Dominion: well, until now, we haven't met any really memorable
recurring races on the other side of the wormhole.  Until now.  I
personally have found it surprising that there wasn't an apparent
superpower on the other side.  Introducing the Dominion is a cheap attempt
to give DS9 a villain?  DS9 has plenty of villains already (including the
new Kai).  What the Dominion provides is a way to make the other side of
the wormhole interesting - and important.  And that's been the major
aspect of its setting that has been neglected until now.

>>It is So-Much-Easier to write about big explosions than to write a
>>thought-provoking and dramatically powerful episode like TNG's "The
>>Measure of a Man".
>
>I think you're ignoring alot of great episodes like "Yesterday's
>Enterprise", "Inner Light", "Sarek", "Silicon Avatar", "BOBW" where we've
>been privy to exciting, dramatic and complex moral dilemmas. I don't think
>that your characterization of Post-Roddenberry Trek is a fair one. Too
>many people choose one side of this ongoing debate rather than taking the
>mature approach of recognizing the faults and successes of each era.

DS9 has had a lot of thoughtful episodes too.  I would definitely
characterize the finale as a thoughtful episode, and I don't see how the
battle at the end negates that.  There have been a number of thoughtful
episodes involving the Cardassians (Garak's mind implant...the alleged war
criminal), Bajorans (the election of the new Kai...the three-parter...the
flashback episode), and the demilitarized zone (the Maquis double-parter).
Now, the Dominion can finally join that list.

>Care to discuss TNG's ratings during its first two seasons??...

Okay...DS9 started out ahead of TNG in the ratings, because of the dynamic
pilot and the superb cast.  It lost a lot of its earlier momentum because
the early plots didn't take advantage of DS9's setting; they were stories
that could have been told on TNG.  A lot of people simply don't have time
to watch two episodes of Trek each week, also.  Now that TNG is over, I
expect DS9's ratings will improve - especially considering the quality
we've been seeing lately.

Ted

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 94 21:52:26 GMT
From: mark.koeberl@jadebbs.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: NEW STAR TREK ENEMY!! :(

Originally, the Ferengi were supposed to be the great new enemy for the
Federation to face, but they were not 'evil' enough. The problem with
ST:TNG, IMHO, was that worked on the premise that good has conquered
evil (no war, starvation, or disease on Earth), and that this strength
corrupted the evil nature of the Federation's enemies. Too many
peace-loving Romulans, Cardassians, and Borg, and Klingons clinging to the
old way seemed destined not to survive. Unlike TOS, TNG has no significant
struggle between good and evil.

As far as writer's block, TNG wanted stories focusing on the main
characters, and their immediate family. I've read the screenwriter's and
director's guide for TNG, and if you wanted a chance at getting a script
accepted (1000 to 1 odds for a spec script), it better be about the Star
Trek 'Family'.

For anyone interested, guideline information on script submission to
Paramount for a ST episode can be obtained from Paramount. The phone number
for guideline info is (213) 956 8301 (or it WAS last year). It's a recorded
message that tells you where to write for more info. The guidelines include
information on where to order writing and technical guides, as well as
scripts.

Mark K.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 94 00:51:27 GMT
From: bernard@cs.utk.edu (Lance Bernard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DS9's New Enemy/IDICs

I'm open to correction, but I'm pretty certain I've seen the phaser rifle
on more than one (admittedly rare) occasion in past TNG seasons.  Anyone
have some reference(s)?

Part of the reason for my belief is memory of certain thoughts or
impressions:
   1) When Geordi set out to damage the shuttle, I remember thinking, "Boy,
I haven't seen one of those for a long time!" rather than "Boy, I haven't
ever seen one of those before!"
   2) I remember some penetration of some enemy's base in force in which
the crew carried only hand phasers (and the base defenders carried their
equivalent shoulder arms) during which I wondered why they didn't bring any
of the phaser rifles along on this preplanned incursion.

I suppose I could be wrong (Wow! Imagine that...), but I think not.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 02:49:03 GMT
From: omni@samsara.circus.com (feline extraordinare)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: New "Outer Limits"

No, really - don't get your hopes up.  At Baycon someone read a fax of the
writers "bible" for this show, and here is what it said (from memory, I
won't attempt to actually quote..)

They want shows that are "Science" based.  They request no scripts using
magic or the supernatural.  Sounds good?  Wait, they give some synopses of
the kind of scripts they *do* want:

"A Deal with the Devil"
A nerdy guy makes multi-billions of dollars (like Bill Gates) and it turns
out he made a bargain with an alien.  20 years later the alien comes back
to claim his body to perform experiments on.  And the alien looks JUST LIKE
THE DEVIL!

"Einstein's Brain"
A mad scientist steals Einstein's brain from the Smithsonian, hoping to
make a brilliant clone.  But something goes horribly wrong, and the brain
becomes an amoeba-like creature that can slide under doors and crawl across
ceilings.  It kills the scientist, and the only person who knows what is
going on is a woman who lives down the hall, who figures it out because she
is a science fiction fan.  But now the brain is trying to kill her...

Have fun.  I'll skip it.

Craig Jackson
omni@circus.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 22:04:51 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DOOMWATCH to air on UK Gold, 25 June

On this side of the Atlantic, we never had a network run of the series,
although a movie by the name "DOOMWATCH" has occasionally been run.  The
movie is credited to "Tigon Film Productions, Ltd," and carries a copyright
date in the early seventies.

(It concerns an investigation of illegal dumping of radioactive waste *and*
experimental hormone compounds at sea; they're both in drums, and the
radiation ionizes some of the chemicals in adjacent drums, and the gas
pressure ruptures them, allowing the synthetic hormones to escape and enter
the food chain... resulting in a rampant plague of acromegaly and paranoia
in a nearby fishing village.  Not bad.)
 
My question is, did "DOOMWATCH" do a two-part episode, or is this movie a
very clever composite of two unrelated episodes?  Or is the movie a
separate, made-as-a-movie addition to the "DOOMWATCH" series?
 
Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 94 07:06:25 GMT
From: kruhle@netcom.com (Kristin Ruhle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: DOOMWATCH to air on UK Gold, 25 June

Micky DuPree (mdupree@tdc.dircon.co.uk) wrote:
>Reported on the UK Gold teletext: DOOMWATCH is coming to UK Gold
>starting Saturday, June 25 at 11.00 pm (BST).

I've badly wanted to see this show in the USA. I got hold of some tapes at
a major science fiction convention last year but (as I expected) they are
poor quality bootlegs in counterfeit packaging. Perhaps Fox Video (which
puts out BBC Video tapes in the USA) could be pressured into releasing them
legitimately. Or Lionheart (I think it is) could be pressured into offering
it to PBS stations.

The late Gerry Davis unsuccessfully :( as far as I know, tried to pitch the
series concept to US producers in his last years (which he spent in
Hollywood), saying that it was still "relevant."

IMHO, _The Plastic Eaters_ is good, thrilling and chilling. _Tomorrow the
Rat_ disappointed me. I thought it was rather silly and tacky.

BTW: there was a novel that was a somewhat different version of the first
episode, by Pedler and Davis, called _Mutant 59: The Plastic Eaters._
anyone else read it?

Kristin
California, USA
kruhle@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 08:23:18 GMT
From: jalapeno@netcom.com (Brian Coleman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Land of the Giants

Does any one out there remember Land of the Giants?  An old Irwin Allen
stand-by...not as popular as some of his others, but still pretty good.
Does anyone know of a fanclub or newsgroup for this show?

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 00:58:40 GMT
From: alpert@netaxs.com (Robert Alpert)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Land of the Giants

Brian Coleman (jalapeno@netcom.com) wrote:
>Does any one out there remember Land of the Giants?  An old Irwin Allen
>stand-by...not as popular as some of his others, but still pretty good.
>Does anyone know of a fanclub or newsgroup for this show?

I remember watching it as a kid, but don't recall many details.  Wasn't the
spaceship actually the "flying sub" taken from Voyage to the Bottom of the
Sea?

Bob Alpert
Tuna Palace Systems
alpert@access.netaxs.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 19:38:26 GMT
From: sjb5q@poe.acc.virginia.edu (Sol Joseph Bermann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Phoenix

Does anyone else recall this show?  Something about an alien who got his
powers from the sun or something.  The actor who played him was also in
Star Trek II as Joachim (Kahn's 2nd in command, he ran the helm).  It was
in the late 70's/early80's and didn't last long.  If I remember right he
was supposedly found in some Mesoamerican pyramid.  Help me...

Sol Bermann

------------------------------
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       Television - The Phoenix (4 msgs) & My Living Doll (7 msgs) &
                    Tom Corbett: Space Cadet (3 msgs) & 
                    Land of the Lost

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 23:30:08 GMT
From: jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu (Technoknight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Phoenix

Yes, I do remember the show.  The blond guy went around helping people (a
la The Incrdible Hulk) and 'analyzing' human behavior.  He got a female
helper in the last season, a brunette, I think.  I don't remember much
else.

Jeremy H. Pace
NC State, Raleigh   
jhpace1@eos.ncsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 03:09:39 GMT
From: firehead@panix.com (Elayne Wechsler-Chaput)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Phoenix

JUDSON SCOTT IS A MAJOR BABE!  He's also quite amusing at sf cons, and did
a lovely turn as a bad guy recently in an episode of Brisco County Jr..
This was a cute show, lots of potential, and never enough Judson (woof!),
but kind of New Agey...

Elayne

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 06:01:26 GMT
From: skye@netcom.com (Alexandra Knepper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Phoenix

"The Phoenix" starred Judson Scott (who has also appeared in ST:TNG) as
Bennu.  He wore a large amulet on a chain about his neck that, when charged
by sunlight, let him do a number of nifty things as the plot called for
them (it also necessitated him taking his shirt off a great deal - no
arguments here, though I have seen better chests).  He was an eco-conscious
alien placed here in suspended animation, but his alarm clock ran late, or
humans tampered with it, or whatever, but he didn't wake up when he was
supposed to.  Of course, the evil wicked, mean, nasty, power-hungry
government (aaahhh! trapped in a Dean R. Koontz cliche!) wanted to capture
and 'study' him.  He hit the road, looking for his partner - a woman named
Mira who his extraterrestrial placement service evidently wasn't smart
enough to PUT WITH HIM.  He was pursued by about the only character to show
any depth or originality - government agent Preminger, played remarkably
sympathetically by Richard Lynch (you've all seen him - he, Anthony James,
and Lance LeGault pop up portraying villains everywhere).  

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 16:41:58 GMT
From: nsfit8322@alpha.nsula.edu (HEATH FITTS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Phoenix

Yep, I remember this show.  Also, the Sci-Fi Channel had it as part of
their "Series Collection" not long ago.  It was actually a pretty good
show.  I can't remember a whole lot of the details (just cought a couple of
the SFC episodes - they showed it during my vacation) as I was young when
it first aired.  The actor also had a guest role on Babylon 5 not long ago.

Oh, yeah, remember the episode of TNG where Data became possessed by a mask
and the Enterprise began being converted to a city?  Remember the symbol
on Data's mask?  On one of the episodes of Phoenix I caught, the main
character was looking at some rocks that had symbols on them left by
American Indians hundreds of years ago.  One of the symbols was the exact
same symbol as the one on Data's mask.  Coincidence?
 
Heath Fitts

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 94 21:42:59 GMT
From: krovetz@canberra.cs.umass.edu (Krovetz )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: My Living Doll

Does anyone remember the show "My Living Doll"?  I think it was about a
woman robot, but I don't remember much more about it.  I haven't seen it
for a *long* time.  Does it ever show in syndication?  This might be a fun
show for the Sci-Fi channel if they could get the rights to it.

Bob
krovetz@cs.umass.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 09:57:08 GMT
From: flixman@dorsai.org (Robt Martin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: My Living Doll

Krovetz (krovetz@canberra.cs.umass.edu) wrote:
>Does anyone remember the show "My Living Doll"?

I sure do! A couple of years after "Love That Bob!" (aka The Bob Cummings
Show) was cancelled, it starred Bob Cummings and JULIE "CATWOMAN" NEWMAR!
Hubba Hubba! Before that show, she was primarily a pinup model - She was
Bob Cummings' robot! Oh Babe! I was just a tiny widdle kid, but I think
that show was responsible for puberty setting in 4 years early for me!

I don't know how well it would stand up (especially in this politically
correct era). At any rate it's B&W, and SFC tends to favor color shows. :<
(What do I care though, I can't get it here in NY anyway!)

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 04:51:29 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: My Living Doll

"MY LIVING DOLL" was a half-hour B&W sitcom from the early sixties; it
starred Bob Cummings and Julie Newmar in her first role that did not insist
on the title "Miss" in the credits.
 
Basic plot: NASA genius builds gorgeous female android.  Gets re-assigned
to the boonies, can't take android along, doesn't want to disassemble her;
so he leaves her with his buddy, a technically illiterate psychiatrist type
(Bob Cummings).
 
Julie Newmar had originally intended a career in ballet, and grew a few
inches too tall, so she switched into acting.  She came to the U.S. in the
late fifties, and landed several amusing roles.  Among these was
"Stupefyin' Jones" in "LIL' ABNER."  Her acting, never exactly Oscar level,
has not perceptibly improved; and she's always had a very slight lisp,
which with her accent, gives her a very nonstandard style of speech to
American ears...  but her physical grace and versatility (in her fifties
she could do handsprings UP a flight of stairs, and maintained full yoga
flexibility; and she is, or was, a concert-grade pianist) have always made
her attractive enough to put her in front of a camera.

The scripts for "MY LIVING DOLL" were almost uniformly putrid; the show
only stayed on because most half-hour sitcoms of the era were even worse.
The main title sequence, with Newmar striding toward the camera to the tune
of "The Most Beautiful Girl In The World," was easily the most attractive
on TV in that decade.

Julie Newmar's character was named "Rhoda," and originated the "That does
not compute!" line that was a catchphrase all through the sixties, and is
now embedded in computer jargon world-wide.

Julie Newmar can also be seen as the first "Catwoman" in the "BATMAN" TV
series, and in what may be her best role, that of a Native American type in
the movie "McKENNA'S GOLD."  She's also "Eli-en" in the excellent D.C.
Fontana script on the Old STAR TREK episode, "FRIDAY'S CHILD."

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 17:12:41 GMT
From: ckile@bgsu.edu (PopTart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: My Living Doll info (really!)

My commentary: Okay.  Superficially, this sounds like the MOST SEXIST TV
SHOW EVER.  ANd when I first learned of it, it certainly raised my girly,
feminist hackles!!  But I'd really love to see a couple of episodes to see
just how the series handled the whole independent, smart, "uncontollable"
(even by a shrink!!) woman subtext.  Could this be one of those weird
little proto-feminist nuggets?  Catwoman, as Newmar played her, certainly
falls into this category.  When I was a little girl watching re-runs of
Batman in the afternoons after school (and playing "Batman" with my
friends), I certainly always wanted to be Catwoman rather than Batgirl
(who, for her strengths, was rather insipid sometimes...)

ckile@andy.bgsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 06:28:43 GMT
From: Furr@cup.portal.com (George Dalton Madison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: My Living Doll

For completeness' sake, if nothing else, Julie Newmar also played Zarina,
the title character in the two part episode _The Flight Of The War Witch_
from "Buck Rogers In The 25th Century."

[Frankly, this was one of my favorite episodes of the show; the scene where
Zarina puts Ardala in her place is *priceless*.]

George D. Madison
furr@cup.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 18:58:33 GMT
From: mac7@po.cwru.edu (Michael A. Chary)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: My Living Doll

Ms. Newmar (who is still in my opinion a leading contender for most
attractive woman in the western hemisphere) can also be seen in an hour
long Twilight Zone as the Devil.  I don't remember the title but I feel
certain that it will be provided by someone.  She is also in the the George
Michael video "Too Funky."

My Living Doll will be resurrected by Nick at Night sometime after the My
Mother the Car revival and On the Rocks:)

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 00:12:53 GMT
From: steiner@eeel.nist.gov (Richard Steiner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: My Living Doll

Julie Newmar was also one of the dancing, singing "brides" in the musical
"Seven Brides for Seven Brothers".  She reportedly has an IQ of 200.

I only vaguely remember the phrase "It does not compute" from that show,
although I do remember it well from "Lost in Space".  Perhaps its
popularity came more from the latter show.  Will people in the next decade
or so forget where the phrase "Beam me up" came from?  Answer to my own
question: Nah, Star Trek will still be in syndication, as opposed to "My
Living Doll".

Richard Steiner

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 00:15:46 GMT
From: jblum@eng.umd.edu (Jonathan Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tom Corbett: Space Cadet?

Here's a moldy oldie for you...  I recently found a "Tom Corbett, Space
Cadet" book while cleaning out the downstairs closet of my house.  My dad
was pretty sure that it was once a radio series, and also vaguely
remembered it being on TV.

So, just out of curiosity... anyone out there got information on the
voyages of the cruiser Polaris and its valiant crew?

Jon Blum

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 18:49:56 GMT
From: higgins@fnalv.fnal.gov (Bill Higgins-- Beam Jockey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tom Corbett: Space Cadet?

It was principally a TV series in the early Fifties (1950-1952).  History
teaches us that there was a tremendous vogue for space adventure series at
the time. *Tom Corbett* was one with the "hardest SF," that is, according
to reputation it was the most careful about plausible science and
technology.  All these series were over by the time I was old enough to
reach the knobs on a TV set, so I have only fragmentary information.
Reference books say it starred Frankie Thomas as Tom, pilot of the
spaceship *Polaris*, and that it ran on CBS, ABC, and NBC (!).  There was
indeed a radio version on ABC Radio in 1952.

I did once get to view an episode at Chicago's Museum of Broadcast
Communications, and I think that some were released commercially in the
Eighties.

I'm pretty sure that Robert Heinlein was involved in creating the series
premise although he didn't write for it regularly. Rocketry expert Willy
Ley was technical advisor for the show. The series is extremely similar to
the setup in Heinlein's novel *Space Cadet*.

The spinoff books, as others have noted, are still kicking around Goodwill
stores in the U.S., and are at least no worse than other
boys'-adventure-book series of the time.  I think they came from Grosset
and Dunlap, and that the house pseudonym was Rockwell.  Don't know who
really wrote 'em.

Other space-cadet TV shows of the time included *Space Patrol*, *Jet
Jackson*, and *Captain Video*.

Bill Higgins
Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory
higgins@fnal.fnal.gov
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Date: 24 Jun 94 18:31:31 GMT
From: button@illuminati.io.com (Captain Button)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tom Corbett: Space Cadet?

Bill Higgins (higgins@fnalv.fnal.gov) wrote:
>I'm pretty sure that Robert Heinlein was involved in creating the series
>premise ...

  Heinlein was involved in the early stages and it was based on his novel
_Space Cadet_.  However, fairly early on Heinlein objected to how the
concept was being changed, and quit, demanding that his name be taken off
the show.

  I'm working from memory here, of a letter of Heinlein's published in his
posthumous book _Grumbles from the Grave_.

button@io.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 08:55:10 GMT
From: nebus@ruphys.rutgers.edu (Joseph Nebus)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Land of the Lost

yunke@srvr5.engin.umich.edu (Justin Yunke) writes:
>This show was AWFUL!  You remember when they all scream down that
>waterfall?  Have you *ever* heard a more fake scream?  A more bored
>scream?

   Well, sorry that we haven't all lived as perfect a life as you. Ahm,
that's a bit harsh - I don't mean to insult, but we're talking about Land
Of The Lost here, and I'll get to that specific comment in a little bit.

   The first reason to like the show is that it is a lovely, gentle
introduction to science fiction; very quickly you find yourself carefully
introduced to concepts like a pocket universe (along with what this means,
including some truly creepy implications), nonhuman intelligences both
hostile and non-hostile, nonlinear time (both time travel and loops and
such), civilizations both at the start and the end of their histories
(Asimovian shades!) (they're like Venusian blinds). There were even
episodes (one in particular that I can't get out of my mind but also can't
remember in enough detail to convince anyone else it existed) challenging
"What is Reality?"  (A kind of "Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge," with
Sleestak) (now THAT is a truly first-rate phrase). Naturally, those of us
inclined to SF in the first place found our first introduction to it
through Sid & Marty Kroft and we are going to hold those shows dearly to
us. It's the same love Asimov and Clarke et al. expressed for going through
the pulps - read Asimov's comments in "Before the Golden Age" or Clarke's
in "Astounding Days," it's the same affection and for much the same reason.

   Now, more generally, what makes the show such a favorite of mine, and I
will venture, in its other fans, is the psychic need it fills. The program
is about the search for identity, and security, and home. This is the
central conflict that drives the premise of the show and most of its best
episodes. Marshall, Will, and Holly are thrown into an unfamiliar world and
have to do their best to survive; so do we. Everything they may do could be
absolutely wrong, may throw them into life-threatening danger.  We face
much the same thing in our lives; if not actually threatening our lives at
least threatening our security. As they cope with the trials of surviving
their unfamiliar, unknown world so do we learn that we can cope with the
trials of surviving our unfamiliar, unknown world.

   In a very real sense we are the Marshalls, with little real
understanding, with strange and incomprehensible hostile forces (Sleestak)
and equally strange allies (Enik and the Pakuni) with whom comprehension is
at best limited and unreliable and who still have their own priorities and
agenda. We can strengthen our abilities but cannot fully control the
implications of them (the crystals). All around there is evidence of
purpose that is aggravatingly just beyond our ability to decipher (the
obelisks).  But they manage; so, therefore, could we.

   It is therefore obvious that the admittedly intermittent quality of the
acting is crucial to the Land Of The Lost mis-en-scene. If the program had
finer acting it would objectively be a better program, but this thesis
shall argue that such a "better" program would destroy a crucial component
of what its fans like. The program would still have fans, but they would be
like fans of the "Mary Tyler Moore Show": they like the show, but no one
would ever dress up as Lou Grant for Halloween.

   Let me guess at the personality of the Land Of The Lost fan: you are a
nerd. A pretty serious nerd, given that you're on the Internet. Dealing
with people is a nuisance, a distraction; they're all focused on such petty
things. Food. Clothing. Jobs. You have better things to think about -
computers, math, science, the important things. You are not satisfied to
passively watch TV for entertainment; if you watch it at all you must be
passionate about it, and your real hobbies are more exotic. You still think
the ending of "A Wrinkle In Time" was baloney - there was no reason that
the IT controlling that planet should have been immobilized by a few square
roots and the square root of five isn't 2.236 anyway and they certainly
aren't random. You know the entire explanation, with historical background,
of the Commodore 1541 save-with-replace bug and how to fix it.

   In short, you don't belong in the real world. You don't behave well.
You aren't a normal person, and you can't even pretend to be one over any
stretch of time.

   Now, the acting on Land Of The Lost was intermittent; much of the time
the "reality" is broken by self-consciousness or just lack of talent. You
know real people wouldn't act like that, at least not people fit into their
world. Even if the Marshalls were back on Earth, these characters would
still stand out as ill-fitting and not really credibly in the world.

   They [the actors, and from them the characters] don't really know how to
act.

   And neither do we. At least from personal experience I know that I
really don't know how to act in the real world. In fact I can't act like a
normal person.

   Neither can they. So (I maintain) subconsciously we pick up the pure
awkwardness of the characters here as reflections on our own awkwardness,
thus strengthening the need for belonging and reassurance the program
offers. By similar argument the intermittent production values are also
critical to its success in being exactly what its fans need to see:
reassurance that a bunch of serious nerds can endure.

   Also the dinosaurs are way cool.

Joseph Nebus

------------------------------

Copyright 1994 SF-Lovers Digest.  Individual messages copyrighted by their
author and are solely the opinion of that person and do not necessarily
reflect the opinion of any other person or organization.

For administrative matters (additions, deletions, changes, etc.), send mail
to:

    sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

Back issues of SF-Lovers Digest are available via anonymous ftp on
gandalf.rutgers.edu in the directory pub/sfl.  This directory also has
episode guides and other sf-related material.  All files are available via
interactive ftp, via WWW (URL: ftp://gandalf.rutgers.edu/pub/sfl) and
through a mail server at:

    sf-lovers-ftp@gandalf.rutgers.edu

Send the word "help" in a message by itself for information on how to use
the archive server.  To get a list of what's available use the command "get
00Index".  Commands should always go into the body of the message since the
"Subject:" line is ignored.  Problems or questions about the archive server
should be sent to the administrative address noted above.

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************


1,,
Received: by gandalf.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.5/3.08) 
	id AA09246; Wed, 29 Jun 94 09:46:48 EDT
Date: Wed, 29 Jun 94 09:46:48 EDT
Message-Id: <9406291346.AA09246@gandalf.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #479
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-BABYLON5@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Wed, 29 Jun 94 09:46:48 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@gandalf.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V19 #479
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-BABYLON5@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 29 Jun 1994      Volume 19 : Issue 479

Today's Topics:

		     Television - Babylon 5 (12 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Jun 94 20:43:49 GMT
From: stan@shakespeare.net.com (Stan Heller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Small Chuckle in "Mind War"

The devil is in the detail and on seeing the rerun of "Mind War" last night
I once again laughed over a small detail.

Those of us who have ever had to do business with Sun Microsystems are
all-too familiar with the cheery female robo voice that greets you with
"Welcome to Sun Microsystems".

My giggle is that if the same woman was not used, then it was a VERY good
dupe of the SAME voice, SAME greeting, when Ironheart checks into his room
and hits the viewscreen for the first time.  "Welcome to Babylon-5"

( It's no fun choking on a half swallowed sip of iced tea...)

It was a small funny, but also an eerie feeling that that same canned
greeting would be hanging around a few hundred years later.

Stan Heller
Engineering Systems Administration 
Network Equipment Technologies
stan@net.com            
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Date: 10 Jun 94 00:03:05 GMT
From: wallacen@cs.colostate.edu (nathan wallace)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JMS: how much space do B5 races cover?

As i've watched and loved b5, a question has been nagging at me, one which
the available materials on the show's background don't answer (but bear in
mind through bad scheduling I missed about half the pilot...): how much
space do the cultures in B5 actually cover?

Specifically:

1) Are the "centauri" from Alpha Centauri, the closest star to Earth?  or
   is the name because their homeworld lies in the Centaurus constellation?

2) How much area (in terms of radius in human light years from Earth) do
   the various races (especially the Vorlons!) cover in terms of colonies,
   mining worlds, etc.?

My reason for these questions is this: a *very common* problem in most sf,
both written and filmed/broadcast, is a lack of awareness of just how
***BIG*** space is! Within 5,000 human light-years of Earth (or about 5% of
the diameter of the Milky Way galaxy) lie probably 100 MILLION stars in
about half that many star systems! Add the fact that they're not neatly
spread out on a 2-d map but randomly jumbled in 3-d space and making
meaningful maps is darn difficult! I have yet to see a filmed sf treatment
of this point that is even close to accurate, but the fact that Sinclair
correctly pointed out that Narn and Human light-years would be different
gives me hope!

Nathan Wallace
wallacen@cs.colostate.edu
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Date: 10 Jun 94 00:31:15 GMT
From: howard.miller@datadim.com (Howard Miller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: GRATUITOUS CRITICISM

As I am positive that you get very little gratuitous criticism, critiquing,
and otherwise free and useful advice, I decided to take computer in hand
and send you some.

After I realized that it was pretty difficult to actually write anything
while holding a 35 pound computer, I set it down and composed this message.

I won't gush over Babylon 5.  I enjoy the show, and rarely find my
suspension of belief being disabused.  In fact, I only have two
observations to make.

The first is that the actors in latex portraying other races look like,
well, humans in latex.  The problem is that they all have human body
language.  If they had strange gaits, and strange mannerisms, they would be
more believably alien.  Two examples come to mind.  In 'Buck Rogers', the
actor Thom Christopher played a person descended from a bird like line.  He
often used jerky head movements and a kind of squatting stance to portray
bird like mannerisms.  The other example, while not a good one, was Tom
Baker, one of the Doctor Who's.  When he smiled, he just _looked_ alien.

If Narns had a tendency to snap bugs out of the air once in a while, and
always moved quickly and stopped suddenly, they'd be a little more lizard
like.

My only other observation is about the Minbari's ears.  They look like
they're about to slide off their heads.  It would have been neater if those
shell like things on their heads were their external auditory organs.  They
could be riddled with tuned passages that preanalyzed sound so that their
auditory sense was perhaps as discriminating as our sense of smell.  I read
a story once called 'Naudsonce'.  I can't remember the author's name, but
this particular race used sound to transmit emotional information rather
than true language.  This group of humans found that they responded
positively to some members, and negatively to others, based on vocal
quality.  They also became addicted to the sound of a pump running.

Lastly, if you survive Babylon 5, I hope you might consider doing Larry
Niven's _Ringworld_ as a series.  You'd have lots of space for things to be
going on, and Kzin, Protectors, Puppeteers (I'd like to see how you'd do a
Pierson's Puppeteer), Thrints, Bandersnatchi, Kdatlynos, Wanderers and
Humans to play with.  You'd be able to do a lot more outdoor stuff because
Ringworld is abandoned, and large segments have reverted to primitive
technology or further.
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Date: 10 Jun 94 06:14:48 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: silly points...was: Re: GRATUITOUS CRITICISM

howard.miller@datadim.com writes:
> The first is that the actors in latex portraying other races look like,
> well, humans in latex.  The problem is that they all have human body
> language.  If they had strange gaits, and strange mannerisms, they would
> be more believably alien.  Two examples come to mind.  In 'Buck Rogers',
> the actor Thom Christopher played a person descended from a bird like
> line.  He often used jerky head movements and a kind of squatting stance
> to portray bird like mannerisms.

Oh, riiiiiiiight.  You're telling JMS his show should seek to emulate a
low-grade fantasy kiddie-show????

>   The other example, while not a good one, was Tom Baker, one of the
> Doctor Who's.  When he smiled, he just _looked_ alien.

This is a result of Tom Baker's favorite off-hours recreation, rather than
of any special degree of acting ability.

You want to see a *terrifyingly* inhuman smile, check out Christina Ricci
in the second "ADDAMS FAMILY" movie...

>If Narns had a tendency to snap bugs out of the air once in a while, and
>always moved quickly and stopped suddenly, they'd be a little more lizard
>like.

So what makes you think Narns should behave like TERRAN lizards/amphibians?
All you *know* is that the Narn have what appears to be scaly skin.  Most
of what we perceive as quick/freeze mannerisms are more a function of
physical size than of species type; watch squirrels moving and freezing
some time.  Thom Christopher's acting ability notwithstanding, quoting a
poorly-written and poorly-realized part as a "how-to" for B-5 is patently
ridiculous.
 
On the other hand, Louis Gossett, Jr.'s portrayal of a reptilian alien
might actually be instructive, had JMS chosen to employ an actor whose
visualization and technique were so limited that he had to borrow from
others...

> My only other observation is about the Minbari's ears.  They look like
> they're about to slide off their heads.  It would have been neater if
> those shell like things on theire heads were their external auditory
> organs.  They could be riddled with tuned passages that preanalyzed sound
> so that their auditory sense was perhaps as discriminating as our sense
> of smell.

That would be a considerable step DOWN in discrimination.

> I read a story once called 'Naudsonce'.  I can't remember the author's
> name,

"NAUDSONCE" by H. Beam Piper.  Published in "ANALOG" about 32 years ago.
Inapplicable in this discussion, since the type of hearing described in
that story constituted such a wide-bandwidth communication channel that
formal symbology never arose, dooming that race to a hunter-gatherer level
of civilization; they never had an incentive to evolve abstract tools for
manipulation of concept.

> but this particular race used sound to transmit emotional information 

somatic/sensory/kinesthetic, actually.

> Lastly, if you survive Babylon 5, I hope you might consider doing Larry
> Niven's _Ringworld_ as a series.  You'd have lots of space for things to
> be going on, and Kzints, Protectors, Puppeteers (I'd like to see how
> you'd do a Pierson's Puppeteer), Thrints, Bandersnatchi, Kdatlynos,
> Wanderers and Humans to play with.  You'd be able to do a lot more
> outdoor stuff because Ringworld is abandoned, and large segments have
> reverted to primitive technology or further.

Location work usually costs a bundle.

If JMS actually *wants* a show to produce after B-5 (if he has any sense,
he'll move to Cambridge, live like a king off the residuals, and write
books!) he has his own yarns to tell.  (A couple of TV-movies or a series
derived from "DEMON NIGHT" would be fun...)
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Date: 10 Jun 94 17:41:46 GMT
From: James.Buckett@ccmail.adp.wisc.edu ("James BUCKETT")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Babylon 5

In light of JMS's hints on the Gray Council has it occurred to anyone that
the Earth-Minbari War started because they thought mankind was already
under the control of the Shawdowmen?  (Perhaps the ship(s) which fired on
the Minbari were in fact controlled by the dark ones) Until they found
Sinclair and the 'hole in his mind' they may have considered themselves as
agents of preservation fighting against an infected species.  Just a
thought.

I must agree that Babylon 5 is my favorite program.  I enjoy the multiple
plots, the stories, special effects (first learned about them in Amiga
World magazine) and the various characters as they've developed over the
course of several shows.

Keep up the good work.  I'll be waiting on the edge of my seat for the new
shows to be seen beginning in July.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 94 18:15:11 GMT
From: cactus@bronze.lcs.mit.edu (Todd Masco)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Puzzle pieces -- Arc [SPOILERS up to S&P]

James.Buckett@CCMAIL.ADP.WISC.EDU ("James BUCKETT") writes:
>In light of JMS's hints on the Gray Council has it occurred to anyone that
>the Earth-Minbari War started because they thought mankind was already
>under the control of the Shawdowmen?  (perhaps the ship(s) which fired on
>the Minbari were in fact controlled by the dark ones) Until they found
>Sinclair and the 'hole in his mind' they may have considered themselves as
>agents of preservation fighting against an infected species.  Just a
>thought.

Who knows?  Perhaps humanity *is* under the control of the Shadowmen!  We
know that the Psi Corps is looming large in the background, and who else
would make a perfect vector for a takeover?

I'm pretty sure that that would illicit the "you're insane!" response that
JMS received from those he shared his vision with...

We know:

   - The Psi Corps is a major force vying for control of Earth Politics
   - The Home Guard-style movement is another such force
   - The Minbari stopped what could have been the death of the Human race
        when they examined Sinclair - and either found or placed
        the "Hole in His Mind" (perhaps this refers to the block-out
        of memory, perhaps not - was he subverted by the Psi Corps?)
   - The Minbari were expecting the Shadowmen in one way or another,
        perhaps as only a vague forboding, perhaps much more.
   - The Minbari (or at least Delenn) fear the Shadowmen.
      - "The shadows have come for us all!"
   - The Vorlon oppose the Shadowmen, or at least their agent.  They've
        warned them away.
   - The Shadowmen are intent upon winning the Centauri (or at least 
        Londo) to their side, at least in the short term.

Are there other big pieces of the plot I'm missing here?  Admittedly, the
Centauri and the Narn don't seem to fit much here - particularly odd is
that we've been told that the Narn will sell aid to anyone, but the
Shadowmen seem to have ignored them: perhaps they intend to pick them up
later, or just totally missed the implications or the Narn hostility to the
Centauri.

Of course, another possibility is that the Shadowmen intend to play the
Centauri against the Narn to neutralize them both.

What other pieces?

Todd Masco
cactus@bronze.lcs.mit.edu
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Date: 10 Jun 94 18:17:14 GMT
From: toddh@garnet.berkeley.edu (Todd Horowitz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: GRATUITOUS CRITICISM

Howard Miller <babylon5@solaris.cc.vt.edu> wrote:
>If Narns had a tendency to snap bugs out of the air once in a while, and
>always moved quickly and stopped suddenly, they'd be a little more lizard
>like.

   But no more alien. Lizards are quite familiar; they're not aliens.
Lizard-people aren't aliens either, any more than Garfield is. Nonhuman
body language would be nice, but rather difficult to choreograph. Besides,
I think making actors wear all that latex is imposition enough, without
forcing them to invent alien postures.

>My only other observation is about the Minbari's ears.  They look like
>they're about to slide off their heads.  It would have been neater if
>those shell like things on theire heads were their external auditory
>organs.  They could be riddled with tuned passages that preanalyzed sound
>so that their auditory sense was perhaps as discriminating as our sense of
>smell.

   I didn't know that our olfactory sense was more "discriminating" than
our auditory sense. What data do you have for this assertion?

   Besides, how do you know that the elaborate ruffles on the Minbari heads
are NOT auditory organs as well? Unless they're just there to radiate the
heat from their powerful brains.

Todd

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 08:50:31 GMT
From: monsourc@appmath.uchicago.edu (Christopher Monsour)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mind War Question

There was a rumor here when `Mind War' first aired that some scene would be
altered when rerun.  I guess my memory's not good enough, but I didn't
notice any changes.  What was different, if anything?

Christopher J. Monsour

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 09:31:01 GMT
From: cuecutter@aol.com (CueCutter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BABYLON 5-THE SCORES

Is it just me or has everyone gone a little mad. The scores to "Babylon 5"
cheapen the entire production. Copland was the wrong choice to start with
his score sounded like something from a low-rent Cop Thriller in my
opinion. However Mr. Franke's efforts have done everything that a good
score shouldn't do, slow the show down, make it feel closed and cramped,
and does nothing to add depth to the cast.  His action sequences are about
as exciting as waiting in the doctor's office.

As far as a soundtrack release is concerned whoever has to put it together
has a lot of work ahead of them, based on the other albums of Mr. Franke's
film music it seems not to work very well apart from the shows.

One final note, Let's not start bashing the scores for "St-TNG" and saying
how much great "B-5" scores are. The simple fact of the matter is the the
scores to both "DS9" and "TNG" add everything to those shows that Mr.
Franke's scores lack. Do I wish both "DS9" and "TNG" scoring were closer to
the original series and the movies - YES. Just remember that Rick Berman
likes them the way they are and makes Dennis McCarthy and Jay Chattaway
score it that way otherwise they would be out of a job.

What's Mr. Franke's excuse? Lack of talent no doubt!

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 14:14:17 GMT
From: richards@aristotle.ils.nwu.edu (Jonathan Richards)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BABYLON 5-THE SCORES

Personally, I enjoy Franke's music much more than I enjoy the music for TNG
or DS9.  There have been a couple of times when the music was overly
dramatic or something, and it distracted from the show, but that's true of
any series.

Jonathan Richards
little-jon@nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 17:17:45 GMT
From: clavazzi@nyx.cs.du.edu (The_Doge)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BABYLON 5-THE SCORES

   I have no complaints about the incidental music at all.  And I tend to
notice these things.  In fact, watching the rerun of "Mind War" today I was
reminded of how nicely the score and cinematography are sometimes used to
support a scene (I'm thinking specifically of the scene between Talia and
Sinclair on the monorail).

clavazzi@nyx.cs.du.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 16:41:17 GMT
From: jstewart@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (James Stewart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Spot the allusion

I am sure this is a common thread, so please forgive a late comer.

I have noticed that the scripts seem to be written by or sweetened by a
long-time SF fan. There are allusions to other SF works, authors, etc.

For example, the Soul Hunter looked very much like the Collector from
Marvel Comics of the 1960 (he was the guy who collected things until he
tried to collect the Avengers).

The Psi cop was named Bester (or Bestor), author of The Demolished Man, a
book about the use of psychics to stop crime (and how one man managed to
get around this).

These were the first two to come to mind, I am sure there are others.
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Date: 11 Jun 94 21:56:08 GMT
From: snotley@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca (Stephen Notley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BABYLON 5-THE SCORES

(cuecutter@aol.com) wrote:

>One final note, Let's not start bashing the scores for "St-TNG" and saying
>how much great "B-5" scores are. The simple fact of the matter is the the
>scores to both "DS9" and "TNG" add everything to those shows that Mr.
>Franke's scores lack. 

Er, what? The most frustrating thing about the TNG and DS9 scores is the
producers' continuing refusal to allow thematic music, with a few
exceptions. Almost always they stick purely to atmospheric stuff, with
little musical comment on the drama. In fact, I saw a piece on some news
program where they pointed this out, and congratulated themselves on it,
saying that the music "didn't interfere with the action." There's a
difference between interference and complement.

Don't get me wrong; some of TNG and DS9's music has been great (mostly
TNG). And in almost every instance of good TNG music, it's because they
relented and allowed some thematic music. Consider the score from "Best of
Both Worlds I & II" or some parts of "Who Watches the Watchers" or "Darmok"
or "The Drumhead" - all good pieces, all because they are all-too rare
instances of thematic music.

Now with B5, we don't have this problem. Franke's pieces are almost always
thematic. The best example of this is "Requiem for the Line," which invokes
a sort of church-like (sorry, don't know any technical terms here)
organ-like theme that perfectly accentuates the spirit of the event - the
apparent end of everything, or as Sinclair puts it:
  
"I didn't just see my death. I saw the death of the whole damn human race."

It's not just "action music" - it digs into the heart of the scene to find
out what it's about, and show us.

(Oops. Forgot to footnote. "Requiem" is from "And The Sky Full of Stars.")

As to the specific style... well, it's a style. Takes getting used to.
It's different from TNG, or Picket Fences or Full House for that matter,
but the thematic accentuation of the drama is what makes it work.

IMHO, of course.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jun 94 22:35:01 GMT
From: cuecutter@aol.com (CueCutter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BABYLON 5-THE SCORES

I should make my point a little cleaner. Mr. Franke is a very talented
musician. His career as a recording artist and performer is not what I'm
talking about, but rather his work as a film scorer.

I feel stronly that he is not very good at all. I based this on over twenty
years of working in the film business. I've seen the best and the worst.
Mr. Franke's approach I feel is wrong (just as Mr. Copland's was as well),
a rich orchestral score for this series would add depth to the character
and warm the program up. Which I think it needs.

As far as themes are concerned, the Main title is lifeless in opinion.  The
only thing I remember as a theme is the stinger for the shots of the
station.

My comments are directed by my strong feelings that the show needs a
change. With Mr. O'Hare gone (Goodbye, Good luck, and get the hell out of
here). I can only hope that Mr. Franke is not far behind.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 05:28:39 GMT
From: wallacen@cs.colostate.edu (nathan wallace)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Minbari Spiritual Oppression?!!!

I just watched "Believers" again and noticed an odd comment by Delenn.
Given some recent net.speculation that the Minbari and the Shadowmen might
have fought before and that was why they were attacking Earth...

In response to the impassioned pleas of the parents, Delenn says (more or
less) "We Minbari have also suffered spiritual oppression at the hands of
outsiders..."

I don't remember anything in the story arc made public so far that would
explain this!

Two personal notes now:

1) Anyone who thinks current religions won't act this ugly is mistaken: I
   have an uncle who is a Jehovah's Witness and he regularly advocates
   letting babies and children die rather than accept blood transfusions
   (or fractionations like plasma!) based on some obscure JCCB textual
   junk. Fortunately the courts have almost always intervened...

   (JCCB = Judeo-Christian Canonical Bible)

2) Does *everyone* in the b5 universe get invaded (look at the list:

   Earth (Minbari War)
   Narn (Centauri strip-mining)
   Ikara (who knows what, but 7 times (or was it eight?))
   Minbari Homeworld (above quote..)
  
   No *wonder* the vorlons are xenophobes!)

Nathan Wallace
wallacen@cs.colostate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 09:45:34 GMT
From: cfg@netcom.com (Carlos Francisco Gomez)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Minbari Spiritual Oppression?!!!

wallacen@CS.ColoState.EDU (nathan wallace) writes:
>In response to the impassioned pleas of the parents, Delenn says (more or
>less) "We Minbari have also suffered spiritual oppression at the hands of
>outsiders..."
>
>I don't remember anything in the story arc made public so far that 
>would explain this!

I took that as meaning the "Soul Kidnappings" of the Soul Hunters.  The
more I think of it, though, this would probably be better described as
spiritual raiding than full-blown oppression.

>2) Does *everyone* in the b5 universe get invaded (look at the list:

>   Earth (Minbari War)
>   Narn (Centauri stripmining)
>   Ikara (who knows what, but 7 times (or was it eight?))
>   Minbari Homeworld (above quote..)

    Ragesh 3               (By the Narn).
    The Non-Aligned Worlds (By the Dilgar).

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 19:37:24 GMT
From: phoenix@pride.ugcs.caltech.edu (Oolong)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Minbari Spiritual Oppression?!!!

Nathan Wallace <wallacen@CS.ColoState.EDU> wrote:
>In response to the impassioned pleas of the parents, Delenn says (more
>or less) "We Minbari have also suffered spiritual oppression at the hands
>of outsiders..."
>
>I don't remember anything in the story arc made public so far that would
>explain this!

Try the Soul Hunters; she took them very personally and seriously.  Unlike
the other person who followed up to you I feel Delenn could easily refer to
them as oppression.  You could be right, but right now this isn't a nodal
wavefront in the holographic reality of the B-5 story arc (in JMS's
metaphor); right now this isn't supportive of anything definite (in
English.)

>2) Does *everyone* in the b5 universe get invaded (look at the list:
>   Earth (Minbari War)
>   Narn (Centauri stripmining)
>   Ikara (who knows what, but 7 times (or was it eight?))
>   Minbari Homeworld (above quote..)

It's not that extraordinary.  Most places on Earth have had someone
traipsing through at some point, and this is even taking out the Great
White Expansion of the Age of Exploit^Hration.  Greed comes with life,
and with greed and strength comes stealing from someone else.  The Soul
Hunters have the best motives of anyone on your list above.

What's odd about the Vorlons is that they're so powerful _and_ they're so
reclusive.  Not that they ignore us but that they seem to actively suppress
information about themselves.

Damien

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 20:24:25 GMT
From: kmunoz@cs.oberlin.edu (Kevin Amaru Munoz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: BABYLON 5-THE SCORES

When I watched And the Sky Full Of Stars on tape, I eagerly awaited the
actual, final battle scene (the one that was "complete"). I watched it over
and over and over and over. About forty times, I think, and I'm not
exaggerating.

Why?

To hear the music.

Kevin Munoz
kmunoz@cs.oberlin.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 20:41:00 GMT
From: sulkom@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (Mark Sulkowski)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Questions for JMS

   Just curious:

   - Are you going to make a new "intro" to B5?  Will it include scenes
from the second season instead?  Who is narrating?  Will it be longer,
shorter?

   - Have you lined up any script writers that did NOT write for the first
season?  Any well known SF writers?

   - Have you managed to snag Patrick McGoohan this time around?  :) Will
Koenig be coming back as Bester?

Mark Andrew Sulkowski

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 21:04:39 GMT
From: bert@snowman.med.umn.edu (Albert Nakano  CBN)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mindwar and two ST episodes

There is something that has been bothering me about Mindwar and I'd like to
share this observation with you.  I think most people have seen this
episode so I won't put any spoilers in.  What I would like to compare is
Mindwar with two Star Trek episodes.  And I have a good reason to do this.

There was a ST:TNG episode called Transfigurations.  In this episode, the
Big E finds an injured alien and takes him in.  Dr. Crusher develops a
special relationship with him.  His metabolism is abnormal and he starts
developing some strange powers.  He starts to regain his memory just as his
people show up.  As it turns out, his people don't want him alive because
of his changes.  When head to head confrontation seems inevitable, the
transfiguration occurs.  The alien is now something much more than he was.
His species are on the brink of a huge evolutionary step.  Now that he is
changed, he intends to show his people that the change is not something to
be feared or hated.  Please note that the alien gained incredible powers
and is BENEVOLENT.

Compare that with Mindwar.  Ironheart, a PsiCorp instructor, was
experimented upon and is gaining tremendous power.  The PsiCorp want him
under control or dead.  The B5 residents help him and he becomes something
much more than he was.  He's off to see the universe.  And he's BENEVOLENT.

Now, CONTRAST both episodes with a ST:TOS episode, the second pilot that
they made and became the series opener, Where No Man Has Gone Before.  In
this story, Kirk's best friend Gary Mitchell starts to develop incredible
psychic powers.  In the end, Kirk is forced to kill him as Gary become
AMORAL.

What a difference, huh?  SO whatever happened to the concept that ABSOLUTE
POWER CORRUPTS ABSOLUTELY?  In the TNG and B5 episodes, a being becomes,
from practical point of view, a god compared to others of his species.
This new being, despite his powers, is still based on his species, full of
faults and frailities.  Others have a right to be scared.  If one of my
friends, whom I would consider good, started to develop that kind of power,
it would paralyze me.  Hell, if I started developing that kind of power
(and I'm a nice guy:) I'm not sure if I could go through with it.  I'd say
there would be a fifty-fifty chance that I would off myself before I became
amoral, drunk with power and do whatever my whims decided.

So why has there been such a shift in attitude about power?  Is this a
kinder and gentler view of human nature that 30 years ago?  Are we getting
bombarded with message that human beings are really nice at heart?  No, I
don't think so.  Then why?  Maybe it's because that's what we want to hope
for, despite all the horrible stories of hate crimes, wars,
racism/sexism/xxxism, ethnic/racial cleansing, and all the other stuff that
makes you ashamed to be of the same species.  What do you think?

Albert Nakano

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 22:28:08 GMT
From: khaight@netcom.com (Kyle Haight)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mindwar and two ST episodes

bert@snowman.med.umn.edu (Albert Nakano  CBN) writes:
>Compare that with Mindwar.  Ironheart, a PsiCorp instructor, was
>experimented upon and is gaining tremendous power.  The PsiCorp want him
>under control or dead.  The B5 residents help him and he becomes something
>much more than he was.  He's off to see the universe.  And he's
>BENEVOLENT.

I think this is a misidentification.  Ironheart wasn't so much benevolent
as irrelevant.  The sort of entity he developed into existed and acted on a
level so much higher than the human species that he had literally no reason
to interact with them at all.

A benevolent alien would be watching the human race, protecting it from its
errors, etc..  A malevolent alien would be out to destroy the human race.
Ironheart is neither.  I don't think he cares about the human race at all.

This does not necessarily make him amoral.  So long as his existence
remains conditional, based on his taking certain actions and refraining
from others, he will need moral concepts to guide his actions.  The reason
he doesn't want to mess around with human beings is roughly the same as the
reason we don't spend all of our time messing around with ants - we exist
on different levels.  An entity on Ironheart's level might step on a human
being if it got in the way (e.g. the Sigma 957 creature), but it's as much
a lack of awareness as a conscious policy.

khaight@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 94 23:08:02 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mindwar and two ST episodes

You ask how it is that older TV SF seemed more open to the concept that
"Absolute power corrupts, absolutely," and why it is that later scripts
seem more comfortable with the idea of benevolence.
 
Remember that in the late 1950's and early 1960's, the political climate
was one of trust in the U.S.'s leaders; we'd had Truman, Eisenhower, and
JFK, Jr. and the societal image JFK's propaganda mills was pushing was
"Camelot."  Then, out of a clear blue sky, JFK was dead and the country was
without charismatic, trustable leadership.  All we had was Lyndon Johnson,
who came across with all the venerable wisdom, sagacity, and
trustworthiness of a drunken used-car salesman and the subconscious
conviction of the corruptability of powerful individuals became a dominant
cultural meme.

For a really excellent SF script along these lines, take a look at the
George Pal movie, "THE POWER," based on Frank M. Robinson's excellent novel
of the same name.  This movie was released in late 1967, if memory serves,
and it made the studio so nervous it was cut and re-cut to minimize its
impact.

However, in the last twenty years, the U.S. has been cursed with weak,
ineffectual, vacillating, venal leadership, and every single person who's
ever read a paper thinks, "Give *me* The Power, and I'll show you how to do
things RIGHT."  At the present time, the idea of Mystical Power is
thoroughly acceptable, because everyone is subconsciously convinced that no
one could be doing any more damage than the pinheaded idiots we already
have running things.
 
If we ever again chance to have a rational, competent leader in the Oval
Office, you might see approval reflected in an upswing of stories with an
"Absolute power corrupts absolutely" theme but until then, wish-fulfillment
myths that exercise popular preferences will be common.  (Note that
non-interference is also a major theme, along with benevolence; Ironheart
*leaves* to go somewhere else; Decker LEAVES, to go somewhere else;
Crusher's passing inamorata leaves, to go somewhere else; the current
message is that higher life forms have better things to do than mess with
us.)

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 01:09:54 GMT
From: yjc@po.cwru.edu (Jerome Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The other Minbari Castes??!

When do we see the "Wind Swords"(Warrior Caste?) of the MinBari? I know we
saw one at the pilot and we heard them being mentioned before (Deathwalker)
but if Sinclair is so important why are they only non-combat castes around
him (The poet, Delenn (Grey Council?), Lennier (Priest?)?) Or will this be
explained later?

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 03:36:54 GMT
From: daberg@leland.stanford.edu (David A Bergman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Mind War Question

Christopher Monsour (monsourc@appmath.uchicago.edu) wrote:
>There was a rumor here when `Mind War' first aired that some scene would
>be altered when rerun.  I guess my memory's not good enough, but I didn't
>notice any changes.  What was different, if anything?

The only change is the removal of a star that can be seen through
Ironheart's ship in a CGI shot.

Aaron

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 94 13:37:04 GMT
From: jeff@delaware.ikos.com (Jeffery M. Chan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-babylon5@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Spot the allusion

James Steward writes:
>I have noticed that the scripts seem to be written by or sweetened by a
>long-time SF fan. There are allusions to other SF works, authors, etc..
>
>For example, the Soul Hunter looked very much like the Collector from
>Marvel Comics of the 1960 (he was the guy who collected things until he
>tried to collect the Avengers).
>
>The Psi cop was named Bester (or Bestor), author of The Demolished Man, a
>book about the use of psychics to stop crime (and how one man managed to
>get around this).
>
>These were the first two to come to mind, I am sure there are others.

Yeah, the "Mind War" storyline where Sinclair's girlfriend is out at some
unexplored planet and runs into ... something.  It does resemble Niven's
"Passerby" - *especially* with that speech by G'Kar at the end.

One notable difference, though, the alien wasn't nice enough to come back
and help by transporting her to Earth (and to really get nasty I'd have her
get dropped off at around the Great Wall region...).

Jeff Chan
jeff@ikos.com
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Date: 24 Jun 94 14:14:24 GMT
From: aeb@saltfarm.bt.co.uk (Tony Bass)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Roger MacBride Allen

hou@med.unc.edu (Harvey Hou) writes:
> I vaguely remember reading _Orphan of Creation_ several years ago.  Could
> you re-cap the story?  I get the feeling when I try to remember the book
> that I enjoyed it.  Maybe I should re-read it again.

_Orphan of Creation_ by Roger MacBride Allen opens with an interesting
quotation and a dreamlike italic page describing working in a field.  The
significance of these is not apparent until later.  (The cover blurb might
give away a little too much, so caveat lector.)

Then, Barbara is at a family reunion.  She thinks how strange that the
house feels so old - only centuries, and her profession of palaeontology
deals in millions of years.  An ancestor's locked chest in the attic has
tantalised her all her childhood, and at last she intends to break into it
and end the mystery.  Being grown up she knows there is not really anything
special in it, of course.

A fine descriptive opening to a story which then takes off, at once
leisurely and rapid, in directions that could not have been predicted.  The
story touches on

   creationism and censorship
   master-slave relationships
   handicaps in communication
   a failed marriage
   colonial stereotypes
   race relations
   childhood memories setting grown-up patterns

and seems to get just the right balance between telling the story and
addressing concerns of deep importance.

There is a Dig.  It sounds authentic to me, a complete layman in this area.
I shared in the careful preparation and then the excitement of beginning to
uncover history, "an emotional roller-coaster" at one point.

I like it a lot.

Tony Bass
MLB 3/19, BT Laboratories
aeb@saltfarm.bt.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 94 16:47:42 GMT
From: jsnead@netcom.com (John R. Snead)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Darkover Laran?

Hi, so does anyone out there have a list of what Families have what
specific laran talents in MZB's Darkover books?  I know she has defined a
few such as Hastur having either precognition or living matrix (depending
on when), Rcokraven with lightning control, and Alton with psychic attacks,
but I wonder if there is a complete list that anyone has.  Thanks in
advance.

jsnead@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 94 20:22:53 GMT
From: mongo@netcom.com (Max Rible)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Darkover Laran?

Hmmm...  let me see what I can remember:

Alton: the ability to force rapport, and go into total rapport with
  individuals (which only another Alton Gift bearer can survive).  Very
  powerful: anger can kill.
Ridenow: empathy.  Bred into them in order to contact alien intelligences.
Hastur: the living matrix.  Useful for taking apart psychic bonds, like
  that of the Sharra matrix to Lew Alton.  The precog wasn't *the* Hastur
  gift, it was something they were trying to breed in.
Ardais: catalyst telepaths.  Good at awakening the laran of others.
Aldaran: can't recall any.

Who were the other major families of the Comyn?  I've forgotten a bit...

Max Rible
mongo@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 94 05:54:20 GMT
From: gthistle@uclink.berkeley.edu (Sharon Kim Goetz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Darkover Laran?

Max Rible <mongo@netcom.com> wrote:
>Alton: the ability to force rapport, and go into total rapport with
>   individuals (which only another Alton Gift bearer can survive).  Very
>   powerful: anger can kill.

Survive without damage, at least.  OTOH, most of the laran-bearing people
in her books who get subjected to the Alton forced-rapport have
(conveniently) some Alton blood in them, so...

>Aldaran:  can't recall any.

Precognition.

>Who were the other major families of the Comyn?  I've forgotten a bit...

Elhalyn: ability to see possible futures without being able to separate
   which will come to pass.

Aillard: there wasn't ever one really specified except that it was
   female-linked (which explains the Domain matrilinear inheritance).
   Diann Partridge, if I'm not mistaken, wrote a story called "Salt" in one
   of the anthologies that gave a possible Gift, since I don't think
   Bradley ever stated one.  My MZB books are 500 miles from here, but I
   believe "Salt" was in _Red Sun of Darkover_.

You asked for major families - do you mean ruling Domains, or just
important lineages she used a lot?  I have a file around here somewhere
that sets out a lot of this, from the days when I read Darkover pretty
avidly - if anyone wants a copy, email me.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 94 01:21:45 GMT
From: blair@world.std.com (Blair P. Houghton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Card

_Speaker for the Dead_.

I used to think it was a pretty good book, with a number of original,
interesting ideas in it.

Unfortunately, as I've discovered recently, almost all of the elements of
SftD that I found interesting were lifted (then given a cheap
spray-painting, usually of primer grey) from a much earlier, much more
interesting work, to wit, Ursula K. Le Guin's novella, "The Word for World
is Forest."  (Originally published in Ellison's _Again, Dangerous
Visions_.)

I mean, s/piggie/creechie/g, elide the telepathic grasshopper, and you've
got the same book, right down to the theme of "how different is someone
before you consider them the same, and aren't these lovely trees?"

It's still rather a well-written book, and Ender gets to be an adult in it,
but it'd be nice if I didn't have this niggling fear that Card has a
niggling fear that he'll be hauled into court and paddled soundly for
looking at Le Guin's paper during the exam.

Unfortunately, like an art student sitting with his easel in the MFA,
duping Renoirs, Card has lost the texture of the work.  The themes are too
simple, and the characters are streamlined, living like fish in a current.
I wish the extant results were reversed; I'd rather read 900 pages of Le
Guin's copying of Card than 66 of Card's copying of Le Guin.

Blair

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 94 05:46:40 GMT
From: hmgs@access3.digex.net (Hannah M.G. Shapero)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: DHALGREN : great literature?

   I have just finished reading Delany's DHALGREN. I challenged myself to
see whether I could read all of this famous book. Well, I did, and for the
life of me I can't see why it has this reputation of being Great Literature
or Deep Writing.
   I put up with almost 900 pages of:
     meaningless and repetitive gestures such as people "sucking their
teeth" page after page;
     endless descriptions of peoples' hands, nails, and parts of hands
such as the "ham of the thumb" and the "heel of the hand", cuticles, veins,
fingertips, etc. (does this guy have a hand fetish?);
     meaningless and repetitive dialogue such as people going "mmmm"
instead of answering, page after page;
     one grubby and unstimulating sex scene after another
     literary gimmicks such as deliberate misspellings, fragmentation, 
incoherent language, multitracking texts on page;
     pretentious philosophy;
     no plot. No fun;
     and much much more. 

   He creates this miserable meaningless purposeless plotless world where
everybody is filthy and violent and stoned and crazy, and the only gestures
of compassion are in the context of shocking and violent behavior. One of
the "heroes" of the book is a man who raped a teenage girl because he
believes as does most everyone else in the book that she was "asking for
it."
     
   NOW, perhaps there's SOMETHING I'M MISSING HERE. Perhaps I'm supposed to
understand from Delany's writing that the world is really a paranoid
meaningless nightmare of casual sex, brutality, hopelessness, and filth and
that the world I know as "consensus reality" with its blue skies, rational
behavior, and moments of happiness is just a delusion.
   I guess I just don't get it, then. Is this whole story supposed to be
taking place in someone's twisted imagination, like virtual reality? Or is
it all a dream? Or perhaps I'm not supposed to care or ask, as I am
supposed to "go with the flow" and not question what the author is doing.
And learn from this story that the only moments of happiness and love are
found in a drunken grubby crashpad crowded with hippies and gangsters.  Ah,
the 60's...
     
   Does anyone here know what DHALGREN was all about? Or what the author
was trying to do. Or does anyone care...If this is "literature" I think
I'll just watch more TV.

Hannah M.G. Shapero

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 13:30:24 GMT
From: erica@cc.gatech.edu (Erica Liebman Sadun)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: CLAUDIA EDWARDS: Is she dead or what?

What ever happened to Claudia Edwards? She was one of my favorite authors
and she seemed to disappear about the same time Pageant books did.  Does
anyone have any contact information?

Thank in advance.

Erica Sadun
erica@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 94 03:28:02 GMT
From: cadigan@aol.com (Cadigan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gaskell

I was pleased to see mention of Jane Gaskell's ATLAN books here. I first
encountered them over twenty years ago when I was a freshman in college,
and Cija made quite an impression on me.<g>

Pat Cadigan

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 94 08:34:23 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Gaskell

I was bowled over by the "Atlan" series when I read it in the wrong order
many years ago (the local library didn't have all the volumes).  The lushly
baroque landscapes, the bizarre succession of events none of which have any
connection to any of the others or to the encompasssing "plot", the terrors
which Cija has to endure and the matter-of-fact way in which she reports
them, impressed me a great deal, and have no counterpart in anything I've
read since.

At the time I was caught up in sympathy for Cija's plight, but now I wonder
if part of the point wasn't to engage in a demonstration of the "miseries
of virtue", following de Sade's "Justine".  Certainly the matter-of-fact
style and the gentle (but significant) elisions are very reminiscent.

Gareth Rees

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 94 23:24:05 GMT
From: RichBrandt@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Starwolves

eefacdk@prism.gatech.edu (Richard Kenan) writes:
>I suspect that I'm going to get flamed for posting about a Thorarin
>Gunarrsen series in what seems to be a fairly serious newsgroup, >but did
>anybody else enjoy these books (the Starwolf books, I mean)?  I'll admit
>that they were a little fluffy (OK, a lot fluffy), and fairly inconsistent
>in many ways, and the pseudo-science made no sense in most cases, but
>still, they were fun reading.

First of all, that's "Thorarinn Gunnarsson" (Icelandic nomenclature follows
the rule of adding to the father's first name, that is, "Gunnar's son").

Second, I'll just add a little background before the responses come
flooding in:

(1) The Starwolves was originally written as the outline for a
science-fiction opera (Thorarinn also being a composer, conductor and
one-time opera singer), which eventually emerged from a long gestation as
the first book in the series,

(2) Dreadnought, the "prequel," was an attempt to write an Agatha Christie
novel as a space opera.

Thorarinn's our neighbor, so we pick up on these things....    

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 94 18:25:11 GMT
From: cmerle@osuunx.ucc.okstate.edu (Christopher Merle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HEINLEIN: Tramp Royale

mikes@Ingres.COM (Mike Schilling) writes:
>I just finished this as well.  I didn't like it as much, for a few
>reasons. 
>
>It was extremely patronizing towards his wife, who was described as having
>no self-control, being a compulsive shopper, driven by emotion to the
>exclusion of reason or logic, etc..  I've always seen Heinlein refer to
>his wife as "Ginny" elsewhere.  Might she have been "Ticky" in this book
>as an acknowledgement that she's a caricature?
>
>There's a fair amount of racism in it.  He's convinced that letting Asians
>emigrate to Australia would turn it into a nation of overcrowded slums
>overnight.  The only Asians he speaks at all approvingly of are servants,
>hotel clerks, and stewards.

I think you read a different book than I did. If you will remember he and
his wife were the only ones on the cruise ship that even bothered to learn
the names of the non-white help and thus were better served than the other
passengers. He also made some very perceptive comments about South Africa.
Yeah there was racism in the book but not by him.

>It's very self-absorbed.  You learn less about the nations he traveled to
>than about his problems with hotels, shipping lines, and customs
>officials.

Well it is a travel book. Even though it is dated If for some bizarre
reason I get to do much travelling around the globe, the book contains
valuable information dealing with problems when they occur.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 94 06:09:30 GMT
From: NormanC523@aol.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: UNDERSTANDING COMICS

Book review by Norm Cook (normanc523@aol.com)

UNDERSTANDING COMICS: THE INVISIBLE ART by Scott McCloud, Kitchen Sink 1993

UNDERSTANDING COMICS has been nominated for the nonfiction Hugo Award this
year.  Its subject matter is related to science fiction in as much as most
comics are fantasy-based.  It is a well researched and well executed
reference.

McCloud does an outstanding job of analyzing what makes comics tick.
Making it all the more relevant is that McCloud is an illustrator as well
as a writer, and he presents his material in the graphic form that he is
analyzing-a comic book about comics.  One of his main purposes is to dispel
some of the misconceptions about comics and to show the almost unlimited
potential comics have in storytelling.

The book starts with a discussion of how to define comics.  Although
McCloud presents a rather long and technical definition, he mainly uses the
simplified approach that comics are sequential art.  Then McCloud traces
the history of comics, going back to Egyptian hieroglyphics and then
examines how comics evolved over the years due to inventions such as
printing and the increasing sophistication and experimentation of artists.

McCloud continues with a chapter about the basic elements of comics and how
the mind processes these elements.  The language of comics includes the
icon, an image used to represent something.  Icons can be either words or
pictures.  McCloud uses the icon to demonstrate how cartoons interpret
physical objects and how different styles work to create the information we
perceive.  One of the important ideas presented is a triangular chart that
categorizes various comics styles.  The corners of the triangle represent
Reality, Meaning (Language), and The Picture Plane.

Another important concept is that of "closure."  Closure is the phenomenon
of observing the parts of a process but perceiving the whole.  This is used
by comics artists when they move from one panel to another across the blank
space known as the gutter.  The reader closes the gap in time or space in
one of six defined ways.  McCloud then compares various comics to discover
patterns in storytelling.  It turns out that American and European artists
are fairly consistent in their styles, but that Japanese comics use a
noticeably different pattern.

A chapter is devoted to how comics represent the passage of time.  There's
another one that examines the interaction of words and pictures, including
how sounds are conveyed on the page.  One chapter is concerned with how
color influences what we read.  Finally, there is an important discussion
about the six steps required in the creative process of any piece of
artwork, using comics as an example of how those steps work.

As a long-time reader of comics, I found many good concepts in
Understanding Comics that will enhance my enjoyment of them.  I will be
better able to appreciate why some creators tell their stories one way and
others don't.  As a writer myself, I can apply some of the ideas to my
work, and be better able to collaborate with other writers and artists when
the need arises.  I highly recommend UNDERSTANDING COMICS: THE INVISIBLE
ART.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jun 94 07:39:12 GMT
From: dbd@martha.utcc.utk.edu (David DeLaney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Out this weekend

Posting quickly, because a power outage is taking the system down in 1/2 an
hour: out this weekend in Knoxville TN are:

Dark Mirror,_Dark Dreams, Sharon Green, AvoNova Fantasy (pb)
 Sequel to *both* The Hidden Realms and Silver Princess,_Golden Night.
By Honor Betray'd, Debra Doyle & Jmes D. Macdonald, Tor SF (pb)
 Mageworlds, book Three.
The Far Kingdoms, Allan Cole & Chris Bunch, Del Rey Fantasy (pb)
 Out in paperback.
Dreams Underfoot, Charles de Lint, Tor Fantasy (pb)
 A short story collection of his.
Weird Tales from Shakespeare, ed. Katharine Kerr & Martin H. Greenberg, DAW
 Fantasy (pb)
 Collection of variations-on-Shakespeare SF/fantasy.

Also:
A Flame in Byzantium, Chelsea Quinn Yarbro, Tor Horror (pb)
 Reprint(?) of a novel of Olivia, from the St.-Germain vampire series.
 Don't know if it's just a copy that turned up at B. Dalton or if it
 actually got reprinted; if the latter, I hope they reprint the rest as
 well, as they're sort of hard to find...

David DeLaney
dbd@utkux.utcc.utk.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 24 Jun 94 03:22:54 GMT
From: mpivato@PROBLEM_WITH_INEWS_GATEWAY_FILE (Marcus Pivato)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly: _Stranger at the Wedding_

mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner) writes:
>This would annoy me less, except that she consistently gets away with it,
>to the point of severely damaging my suspension of disbelief.  I think
>the most jarring example was when Kyra's house was being watched by the
>Witchfinders (who had reason to believe that she was practicing illicit
>sorcery).  She arranged for hired thugs to knock out the Witchfinders and
>dump them in an alley across town, and went ahead with her illicit
>sorcery.  I would have expected some *serious* repercussions from this,
>but nothing happened.
>
>I just couldn't swallow the plot, which undermined my enjoyment of the
>book.  A nice romance, some vivid description and decent characterization,
>but the events didn't make any sense to me.

  Well, I'd have to agree with this.  When reading the book, and hearing of
Kyra's actions, I often cringed, and thought, "Argh.  THAT is going to
cause big trouble later on."  On further reading, I found that her somewhat
conspicuous activities did not cause big troubles.  At the time, I didn't
think much of it.  It did not spoil my enjoyment of the book for two
reasons:

   1.  The rules of this particular universe are not as hard-and-fast as
you would suggest.  I believe that Hambly has left enough flexibility (i.e.
vagueness) in the background that these actions COULD be plausible.
Specifically:

      1.1 "The Church is a cardboard villain": True, but I think this
reflects the same contempt that is found in all Hambly books for
xenophobic, anti-magic Churches and their Witchfinders.  "The Church", as
portrayed by Hambly, is usually a collection of paranoid, irrational,
ignorant reactionaries.  If we accept as an (admittadly simple-minded)
premise that the Church and its minions are basically stupid and ignorant
of magic, then it is plausible that Kyra (the cunning mage) would find it
relatively easy to misdirect and confuse the Witchfinders, especially with
the aid of minor mind-altering enchantments.  Hence, the Church ends up
playing the role of the stupid-but-powerful behemoth in many novels:
dangerous if you let it corner you, but generally easy to trick and avoid.

   Of course, this is inconsistent with the portrayal of the Church in
OTHER Hambly novels.  Generally, the Church (in, say, the Darwath Trilogy)
narrow-minded and xenophobic, but still dangerously cunning, in its own
twisted way.  Govannin (for example) may be an insane religious fanatic,
but she is also quite intelligent and astute, and a fearsome opponent.
Usually Hambly makes "the Church" into something which is contemptably
stupid, without making it into an ineffectual collection of Keystone Cops.

      1.2 "The Mages should not tolerate Kyra's actions, since they
flagrantly violate the nonintervention principle."

   True.  But remember that the rule of nonintervention is not something
the mages impose out of some sense of moral duty.  It's something they
impose for political reasons (i.e. to avoid open war with the Church and
the State).  If Kyra had been caught, then the Mages would have had to
publically disown her, and claim that she acted against their express
intentions, was a "rogue mage", etc..  However, it is plausible that, as
long as Kyra manages to evade capture, the mages may dismiss her actions as
youthful folly, especially considering that she is one of their favoured
pupils.  She will probably receive a reprimand for taking such foolish
risks, but I can't see them disowning her (especially with Rosamund on her
side).

   2.  The above arguments are somewhat weak, I admit.  However, even if
one grants the point that some of what Kyra gets away with n
Stranger_at_the_Wedding is, to say the least, implausible, I don't think
that this really "ruins" the book.  I would still say that the plotting in
this novel is much superior to the standard found in the genre.  Besides,
the REAL strengths of this book are the characterisation, the writing
style, and the background world design (which is one of Hambly's best and
most detailed yet).  Also, I was amused at the whole originality of writing
what is essentially a "mystery" novel in a fantasy universe.

Jerry Cullingford (jc@crosfield.co.uk) wrote:
> I'll second that; Kyra happily tosses aside all the rules and regulations
> of Council wizards, meddles in various nasty ways - some of which are
> _extremely_ obvious, dodges or arranges for observers to be damaged,
> wanders around asking large numbers of people questions which would
> highly incriminate her, and appears to get away with it. All with no
> moral qualms whatsoever, just "will I get caught". Her motive may be
> reasonable, but her actions are dubious to evil.
 >
> The Wizards should have noticed and kicked her out.  The Witchfinders
> should have noticed, arrested her, and convicted her.  The rest of the
> town should have noticed and probably lynched her.
>
> Instead, we get a story that appears to be "The end justifies the means"
> and a cardboard cutout really nasty villain to make it all all right.
>
> To me, Kyra comes across as exactly the sort of character both the
> Council wizards and the witchfinders want to stamp out...

   We can all agree that the intelligence behind Kyra's actions is somewhat
questionable, but what's this about "good and evil" and "moral qualms"?  As
far as I could see, Kyra's actions are perfectly morally justifiable, from
her point of view.  One can take the point of view that Kyra perhaps acts
against her loyalties to the Mages, out of love for her sister, but this is
a very common theme, in novels, and hardly one which makes the protagonist
"evil".  Maybe rash, but not evil.

   As for an "ends justify the means story": perhaps you haven't read an
awful lot of Barbara Hambly's books.  Barbara Hambly's has an M.A. in
history, and if there's one thing history teaches you, it's that the real
world is a very morally ambiguous place.  Hambly's novels tend to be
morally ambiguous.  The heros are never morally pure Knights in Shining
Armour, and the villains are very rarely Incarnations of Absolute Evil.

   Generally, the protagonists are just likeable people who generally TRY
to act in a decent and "good" way.  The villains are usually just extremely
selfish individuals who are willing (and able) to harm other people to
achieve their own goals.  Often, there will be "pseudovillans": people who
act against the protagonists, and (inadvertantly) help the villains, not
because they are truly "evil", but just because they are ignorant of what
is really going on, and, from their perspective, it is perfectly
justifiable to see the PROTAGONISTS as being the "real" villains.

   The protagonists are often quite flawed, with questionable backgrounds,
and they sometimes do questionable things.  And there are often situations
where you can see that who is "right" and who is "wrong" really depends on
whose perspective you take.  Often, in Hambly novels, the end DOES justify
the means.  We can't always resolve the plot with a clean "Doctor Who"
ending, where Evil is Utterly Defeated without any of the heroes having to
do something they regret later.

   Hence, it makes perfect sense to me that some of Kyra's decisions are
questionable.  However, even keeping all of this in mind, I hardly think
it's fair to regard Kyra as an "evil" character.  IMHO, Kyra is basically a
"good" person, living in a pretty crappy universe (all Hambly universes are
crappy).  This means that, just as in real life, it is impossible for her
to try and do the "good" thing (i.e. save her sister's life) without doing
some un-smurfy things in the process.  I guess that's too bad.  I'm sure if
David Eddings had written A_Stranger_at_the_Wedding, he could have figured
out a nice, smurfy solution where none of the good guys ever have to do
anything morally questionable.

Marcus Pivato
University of Alberta    |
mpivato@vega.math.ualberta.ca
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From: mkkuhner@phylo.genetics.washington.edu (Mary K. Kuhner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_ 

I read with interest Rebecca Crowley's discussion of _A Voyage to
Arcturus_.  I can't disagree with her assessment of the plot and writing,
though the episodic nature didn't bother me.  On the other hand, I've
re-read the book a number of times - I'm not sure "like" is the operative
word, but it has certainly made an impression on me.

In some ways a more polished descriptive style might obscure, rather than
reveal, the things Lindsay seems to be trying to write about.  Large
sections of the book are attempts to describe the indescribable - most
particularly in the invention of new primary colors and new genders.  I
don't think anyone's going to succeed in describing ulfire or jale to me in
such a way that I can visualize them; but Lindsay does, for me, get across
something of how it might feel to see a new color and be unable to describe
it even to myself.

Rebecca notes that she doesn't agree with the "truths" this book presents.
I'm not even convinced that I know what they are to disagree with them.
The ending presents a fairly clear and, to me, repellant philosophy or
cosmology, but by that point so many false cosmologies have been
encountered that I'm not convinced the final insight is "true" either.
It's final, but that may only make it the most insidious trap of all.
Throughout the book Maskull has been forced to abandon - I originally wrote
"dichotomies", thinking of gender, but also other divisions such as the
arrangement of Earthly colors - should the ultimate opposition of
Crystalman/Sutur be abandoned as well?

The book affects me like a dream or vision.  As a story it's not very
functional, but it has an elusive quality I have very seldom encountered
elsewhere.  My closest comparison would have to be with George MacDonald
(_Phantastes_ or _Lilith_).  John Crowley's _Little, Big_ also has a touch
of it.

Rebecca also wonders whether Donaldson fans will like Lindsay or vice
versa.  There is a certain intense weirdness of description in common
between _Arcturus_ and the Covenant novels, especially _The Wounded Land_,
and I think it has a lot to do with my fondness for both (when Donaldson is
not going overboard with description, as in the Mordant novels, I don't
care for his writing much).  In both cases it's coupled with considerable
awkwardness of prose (and I can't think of a writer who has one without the
other).  But Donaldson doesn't capture the "mystical" or dreamlike quality
of Lindsay; there isn't the same sense of a lunatic underlying worldview.
The moral or philosophical material of Donaldson's work is fairly
straightforward.

I would believe someone who said that _Voyage to Arcturus_ is in fact a
record of a dream or series of dreams.  I know it's gotten into mine.

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 94 22:08:49 GMT
From: markrose@spss.com (Mark Rosenfelder)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_

The first time I read _Arcturus_, I was a teenager, and didn't much like it
(although for some reason I did take the time to draw a map of Maskull's
journey).  The second time, I was in my late twenties, and I found it to be
almost exactly as Lewis describes it.

It is a "spiritual odyssey".  That might suggest some sort of linear
movement to a particular spiritual position (cf. _Till We Have Faces_, or
even _Stranger in a Strange Land_); but I mean the phrase much more
literally: it's a narrative dialectic, a journey through distinct
metaphysical worlds, each of which is carefully constructed and then
scornfully destroyed.

I suspect most sf readers won't like it because a) they don't like
spiritual odysseys anyway; b) they prefer more conventional worldviews than
Lindsay's; c) it's not really science fiction; d) though it could be
described as fantasy, it's nothing like Tolkien.  (None of this should be
considered a criticism of sf readers.  Lindsay himself said he expected to
be read by only a few readers a year - he knew he was a rare taste.)

As for the writing, my own feeling is that this is a red herring.  We can
forgive great flaws in a writer if we find him interesting, or even
absorbing, for some other reason.  (To me, for instance, Niven has the same
writing faults as Lindsay - e.g. undistinguished style, flat characters.)
For some of us, Lindsay does have an interest that makes it worthwhile to
wade through his prose.  For others, that interest eludes discovery, and
his faults become unforgivable.

The section on "Prophecy" in Forster's _Aspects of the Novel_ might be
relevant here.  Some books turn the ordinary rules of writing on their
head.  _Arcturus_ isn't a bad book, or even a "bad" book.  It may be a
failure by mainstream criteria (e.g. writing style, characterization); but
then so is much of sf, for the same reason.  Unfortunately for most sf
readers, Lindsay's departures from mainstream rules of writing may be
orthogonal to their own tastes.

I should mention (for those who haven't read the book) that its ideas are
not exclusively "spiritual"; there are more conventional fantasy elements,
such as a third sex and a couple of new primary colors.  Readers of _The
Screwtape Letters_ will also find where Lewis got the idea of "absorbing"
souls.

>I would go so far as to say that in Lindsay's case (I won't make this
>claim about Lessing and Lewis), it isn't even literature, fiction or any
>of that.

Huh?  What possible definition of "literature" or "fiction" do you have
that excludes him?

>What is it?  That is a good question.  I'm waffling right now between flat
>agreeing with C.S. Lewis with his comment about it being a spiritual
>odyssey, and describing it as an operation upon the reader's, um, psyche
>or soul or some such thing.  [...]  Imagine this turned on its head - and
>I mean that all the way back to the utilitarian metric underlying it.
>That is, right and wrong are not to be determined by how well they work,
>particularly not by whether they make people happy or not, however any of
>those terms may be defined.  (Someone's going to cite a cheap inversion
>here, but this isn't about mirror images, which don't really escape the
>paradigm.)  That's what Lindsay seems to be trying to get across, at least
>on the most superficial level.

To the extent that I follow you, I agree; Lindsay attacks utilitarianism
(and, one could almost say, everything else...)

(I hope you don't take any of this personally, Rebecca; I found your
comments very interesting, and I'm very glad to see some discussion of
Lindsay on the net.)

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 05:38:31 GMT
From: jim.henry@ftl.mese.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Joyleg_ by Ward Moore and Avram Davidson

I haven't read anything else by Ward Moore, but Avram Davidson is been one
of my favorite writers for a couple of years.  This is one of his best
novels - the collaboration was good for him.

The front cover painting is nice (artist's name not listed), but totally
irrelevant. The back cover blurb is exaggerative, but doesn't give away too
much of the plot.  Indeed, there isn't much plot to give away.  A female
Republican representative and a male Democrat representative discover the
file of a veteran of an unspecified war who has been receiving a pension of
eleven dollars a month as far back as the current records show.  The Hon.
Lucinda Rose Habersham (R., Tenn.)  decides it is a fraud to be exposed,
someone using a long-dead veteran's name to leech off the pension fund.
The Hon. Tully Weathercox (D., Tenn.) declares it is an insult to throw a
measly eleven dollars a month to someone who has fought and bled to defend
his country's freedom.  They independently decide to leave during recess
and search out Isachar Joyleg.  They find him.  The second half of the book
is devoted to what happens when Joyleg's actual age is made public.

The novel's excellence comes mainly from its dialogue and characterization.
If you're looking for a fast-moving adventure story, look elsewhere.  If
you like hilarious satire and Old Men of the Wandering Jew/"The Gnarly
Man"/Lazarus Long type, make a diligent search for _Joyleg_.

"A shorter version of this novel appeared in the March and April, 1962,
issues of _Fantastic_."

Author:     Moore, Ward
Author:     Davidson, Avram
Title:      Joyleg
Publisher:  Berkley Medallion
City:       New York
Date:       October 1973
Order Info: ISBN 425-02442-3
Pages:      191pp
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Date: 21 Jun 94 23:58:56 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_

Some of this reply is out of order (in the sense of sequence).
Mark Rosenfelder (markrose@spss.com) wrote:

>(I hope you don't take any of this personally, Rebecca; I found your
>comments very interesting, and I'm very glad to see some discussion of
>Lindsay on the net.)

You mean I can't take as a compliment the fact that you (and Mary Kuhner --
thanks! especially for the stuff about Donaldson) responded in a
substantive fashion to a relatively complicated line of reasoning in a way
that indicated you read it carefully?  Dang! :-) I, for one, am downright
ecstatic at the interesting responses so far.

>The first time I read _Arcturus_, I was a teenager, and didn't much like
>it (although for some reason I did take the time to draw a map of
>Maskull's journey).  The second time, I was in my late twenties, and I
>found it to be almost exactly as Lewis describes it.

This is interesting - I started to keep a log of all the places he went,
but ditched it partway through the book.  I didn't seriously entertain
drawing up a map, although I can sort of see the temptation.  I should try
to find out if my atlas of imaginary places has one for Tormance - I
suspect it does.

>Lindsay himself said he expected to be read by only a few readers a year -
>he knew he was a rare taste.)

Yup - I quoted that in the r.a.b. incarnation of this review.  A reader a
year, according to Amis, who got the story from Gollancz.

[ Munched a bunch of stuff I basically agree with, in particular, the stuff
about it failing to meet most literary criteria.  Although it really would
be unfair to review this book without mentioning that failure.  Can you
imagine? ]

I made the somewhat outrageous claim that:
>>I would go so far as to say that in Lindsay's case (I won't make this
>>claim about Lessing and Lewis), it isn't even literature, fiction or any
>>of that.
>
>Huh?  What possible definition of "literature" or "fiction" do you
>have that excludes him?  

Rather than supply a definition of either (ha!  as if it were possible), I
shall offer up a couple of examples that may clarify what I am thinking.

Middlemarch is literature and fiction.  Georgette Heyer's _Frederica_ is
fiction, but not literature.  The Pali Scriptures are neither.  Homer's
_Odyssey_ is literature, but not fiction.

Middlemarch can be read as fiction only.  Heyer may one day be literature
(don't hold your breath).  The Pali Scriptures may be read as fiction and
literature.  So my contention has two parts: what makes something fiction
and/or literature is an assessment about how a book is best read.  This can
change over time, and an individual reader may dispute the consensus.
Reading something as fiction _tends_ to focus attention on the story
aspects of the work, and contains as an assumption that "any resemblance
between people, places and events of this story" etc..  Reading something
as literature _tends_ to dismiss the story (if any) in favor of theme,
technique, philosophical implications, etc.

I would contend that Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_ is not fiction or
literature, in the same sense that, for example, a telling of a sequence of
dreams is not fiction or literature, or the Pali Scriptures are neither
fiction nor literature.  They can all be read as such but isn't necessarily
the best way to read them.  Perhaps Lindsay's book is a dream journal, as
Mary Kuhner suspects.  Perhaps it is a religious work - certainly it
rewards being read as a spiritual one.

Hope that helps - I realize it's not the most obvious thing to say.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 02:58:21 GMT
From: davidD@qimr.edu.au (David Duffy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_

I am embarrassed to say that I have read it only once as a teenager, as it
still remains in memory as one of the best books I have read.  I have since
read his other two books Sphinx and ?, which though not as
completely-bowling- me-over, were still interesting (reminiscent early
Arthur Machen etc.).  The interest especially is the Gnostic strand in his
work and its continuation in Philip Dick's later books (and thinking about
it Gene Wolfe - BTW I recently found that Severians are 4th century
Christian heretics - 2nd Sh Oxford Dict).

Yes, I remember his prose as awkward but this was/is irrelevant to what I
got from him.  And yes, the book is "space fiction" ;) in the way Doris
Lessing used it to describe Canopus in Argo, as is the Perelandra trilogy.
I differentiate one sort of fantasy, science fiction, from others by
verisimilitude/ hypothesis generation that is in keeping with a scientific
world view.  In CS Lewis and Lindsay, rocket ships aren't scientific icons,
they are spiritual icons.  They can be both e.g. Wolfe (and he convinces me
that "science fantasy" is therefore a genuine phenomenon, instead of a
weird marketing label), but not in Lindsay.  And the real frisson in
Lindsay (and this came thru in Sphinx too as I recall) is the alienness of
the cosmology/world view that shines through.

Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley (rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com) wrote:
>I would contend that Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_ is not fiction or
>literature, in the same sense that, for example, a telling of a sequence
>of dreams is not fiction or literature, or the Pali Scriptures are neither
>fiction nor literature.  They

Gah.  It certainly lacks "conventional literary virtues", but has
sufficient cult following and intellectual depth of idea to be regarded as
a minor icon of "fantastic literature", and to be read as such.  

David Duffy
Qld Inst Med Research
Queensland Australia

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 08:55:13 GMT
From: saski@number2.cs.latrobe.edu.au (Jonathan Burns)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_ and...

Rebecca Crowley	rcrowley@zso.dec.com writes:
> (It occurs to me there might be some cross-appeal between this and
> Stephen R. Donaldson.  Anyone read and liked both authors?  For that
> matter, does anyone know if Donaldson had read David Lindsay?)

I liked Lindsay, and Donaldson; neat comparison. I'll throw in Blake's
Poetic Books as well, as being hard to read, with characters having, ummm,
no common motivation, but all passionately into loyalties and liaisons
nearly impossible to grasp. But somehow get under the skin.

Rebecca nailed the radical (rabid! foaming!) anti-utilitarian core of
_Arcturus_. Colin Wilson did an essay on Lindsay once, and of the books he
mentioned, one plot stuck in my mind.  Roughly, two friends, a man and a
woman, are trapped together in a bubble outside of time. They are
attracted, but they have husband and wife outside. The assumption is that
nothing they do in the bubble can have any effect whatever on the real
world. Question: are their marital loyalties real to the bone, or are they
relative, social bargains?

There must have been a myriad of lightweight romances on just that theme,
so why did Lindsay write one more?  Evidently because for him the question,
Do we have an intrinsic morality? was of wracking importance.

In the first _Chronicles of Thomas Covenant_, the issue is exactly the
same; the reader has to decide whether the strictures of the outside (Thou
shalt not commit adultery; Thou shalt not wallow in self-delusion) are
authentic in the heroes ... or meretricious bargains.

(Heck, at this point, I'll add Heinlein's _Job_ to the exhibit list. What
does it do to you when there is no stable society for you, and character is
your only possession?)

Lindsay goes at this with a pickaxe in _Arcturus_. Been a while since I
read it, but I well recall how every pilgrim who could be shown up for a
bargainer, buyable with pleasures however refined, suddenly has (aer?)
fatuousness wrought horribly on aer features. And at the end, "the pitiless
white light" of a morality past conveying. That recalls what Brian Aldiss
had to say about the ending of Poe's _The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym_:
the author goes to the limits to convey an inhuman revelation - no cop-outs
- - finally he can only have the film snap and the screen go white.

One more exhibit: Robert Silverberg's _Son of Man_. Millions of years on,
humanity is past the Singularity, and evolved into diverse sentients as
different as angels and swine.  Farrago of invention, author gooses himself
all over the house trying to show the ineffable. The hero has to grow a
heart big enough to reconcile him with all creation. Which is sort of
Donaldsonian.

Oh yes, and one more thing. Lindsay's insistence on intrinsic values or
nothing, is the position of Lord Foul, and of Shakespeare's Othello.
Whatever is not pure is condemned.  But where Lindsay is driven by human
weakness to grasp at a purity beyond comprehension, Foul and Othello are
undone by despair, and wind up destroying the very souls who do in fact
pass their tests.

Jonathan Burns
burns@latcs1.lat.oz.au
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Date: 23 Jun 94 21:13:00 GMT
From: markrose@spss.com (Mark Rosenfelder)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_

Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley <rcrowley@zso.dec.com> wrote:
>Middlemarch is literature and fiction.  Georgette Heyer's _Frederica_ is
>fiction, but not literature.  The Pali Scriptures are neither.  Homer's
>_Odyssey_ is literature, but not fiction.
>
>Middlemarch can be read as fiction only.  Heyer may one day be literature
>(don't hold your breath).  The Pali Scriptures may be read as fiction and
>literature.  So my contention has two parts: what makes something fiction
>and/or literature is an assessment about how a book is best read.  This
>can change over time, and an individual reader may dispute the consensus.
>Reading something as fiction _tends_ to focus attention on the story
>aspects of the work, and contains as an assumption that "any resemblance
>between people, places and events of this story" etc.  Reading something
>as literature _tends_ to dismiss the story (if any) in favor of theme,
>technique, philosophical implications, etc.

Hmm, sounds like you've read _An Experiment in Criticism_.  I wonder if
'Story' would be a better term than 'fiction'- except that I don't see why
the Odyssey isn't 'fiction' in your sense.  It was presumably originally
composed as oral literature, intended to amuse people in a fairly primitive
culture, and it's as full of suspense and thrills as any Schwarzenegger
movie.  *We* might not read it that way, but if it wasn't possible to read
it that way it probably wouldn't have survived to tempt our sophisticated
(if not decadent) palates...

>I would contend that Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_ is not fiction or
>literature, in the same sense that, for example, a telling of a sequence
>of dreams is not fiction or literature, or the Pali Scriptures are neither
>fiction nor literature.  They can all be read as such but isn't
>necessarily the best way to read them.  Perhaps Lindsay's book is a dream
>journal, as Mary Kuhner suspects.  Perhaps it is a religious work -
>certainly it rewards being read as a spiritual one.

Well, you did say reading for 'literature' included "philosophical
implications".  I'll agree that reading _Arcturus_ for the story would
disappoint (it did disappoint, when I read it that way as a teenager!).
The dream reading is attractive, but my dreams are not that coherent...
And a "religious work" - yes, if it's understood that it can equally well
be read as an "anti-religious work"!

This discussion has made me pick up the book again and re-read most of it;
and this led to a few more reflections.

1. I don't at all think it's a "bad book"; and I think even "badly written"
is going too far.  It's certainly not the kind of bad writing you'd find in
a high school creative writing class.  The writing is not a beauty in
itself (I wonder if it would be an improvement if it was?), but it's
serviceable, and indeed at least as good as many an sf writer's - Niven,
Asimov.

I find the book powerful, and fascinating, and unlike any other book I know
(Borges and Lewis come closest, perhaps; but Borges is a miniaturist rather
than a novelist, and Lewis only presents two worldviews per book).

And Lindsay's metaphysics, though usually unattractive, is deeper and
richer than most of what one finds in sf.  (A nasty thought: how long would
Valentine Michael Smith last on Tormance?)

2. There is rather more non-philosophical invention than I'd remembered.
It's not quite the "idea-a-page" rate that someone on this forum demanded
of a book, but it comes close.

Only in Lindsay's generation, I suspect, was it possible to write the way
he did: with the imagination stimulated, but never restricted, by science.
Even fantasy writers would today balk at some of the things he came up
with.  But back then science was coming up with so many complete novelties
- - X-rays, radium, photons, radar, relativity, etc., that no marvel seemed
impossible...

3. I was startled to read in another posting that the book had been made
into a movie.  It's not surprising that the movie was bad, though - a movie
would have had to remove or cheapen both of the book's main attractions
(the marvels of Arcturus, and the metaphysics); and I'm not sure I could
buy Lindsay's dialogue spoken out loud.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jun 94 04:04:22 GMT
From: dani@tusk.lm.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Nick O'Donohoe: The Magic and the Healing

Nick O'Donohoe's "The Magic and the Healing" is an odd sort of fantasy with
an odd sort of premise.  There's Crossroads, a world/land to which refugee
people and refugee species, including unicorns and werewolves and griffons,
gravitate.  The land is accessible (with the help of a magical guidebook)
from the environs of Western Virginia University, where a number of
researchers are quietly studying it.

For all its supernatural or mythic qualities, Crossroads is not an idyllic
land.  Inhabitants get hurt; inhabitants get eaten, sometimes by each
other.  When a faculty member at the WVU veterinary school takes four
students to Crossroads for a rotation, the work is vaguely within their
competence.  'Vaguely', because veterinary students may have occasion to
repair horns, but seldom unicorn horns, may help deliver foals, but seldom
centaur foals, may patch wounded avians, but seldom avians that are bigger
than they are.  The veterinary side of the story occupies much of the book,
with the author sometimes going into a fair amount of detail.

There's also a more dramatic subplot, as a mad exile from Crossroads seeks
to reenter and destroy it, apparently with at least some help from one of
the WVU people.  (There's a sloppy plot device buried around here, as we're
supposed to believe that a school dispensary could be raided, on an
extended basis, for literally enough morphine for a small army.)

The story is also set against BJ's personal tragedy: BJ Vaughan, the
student who is the viewpoint character, has received an ugly death sentence
in the form of a diagnosis of Huntington's chorea - an incurable
degenerative disease.

The various subplots don't interact particularly well.  It's as if the
author realized that a sequence of operations on mythical creatures wasn't
going to be enough, and looked for other complications to throw in.  In
fact, though, it's the medical elements, and not the complications (which
are resolved inanely), that make the book, on balance, worth reading.  Not
a first novel, but it reads like one.

Author:     Nick O'Donohoe
Title:      The Magic and the Healing
Publisher:  Ace
Date:       May, 1994
Pages:      324 pp.
Comments:   $4.99
Order Info: ISBN 0-441-00053-3

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com
dani@telerama.lm.com
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Date: 26 Jun 94 03:38:25 GMT
From: tbagwell@netcom.com (Thomas Bagwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Mageworlds trilogy

Has anyone commented on the Mageworlds books by Debra Doyle and James
MacDonald?  The three books are; The Price of the Stars, Starpilot's Grave,
and By Honor B'trayed.

One of the best blends of sf and fantasy elements I've seen, with
interesting characterizations and some interesting plot twists.  My only
real dislike was the tendency towards multiple plotlines and points of
view, causing 3 or 4 shifts per chapter.

Opposing interstellar empires, each with their own set of mages (or rather,
one set with Mages and one with Adepts...)

Tom Bagwell
tbagwell@netcom.com
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Date: 24 Jun 94 00:44:26 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_

I haven't read _An Experiment in Criticism_, afaik.  Who's it by?  (Should
I?  One assumes I might be amused by reading someone I'm likely to agree
with, I suppose.)

I said:

>Middlemarch is literature and fiction.  Georgette Heyer's _Frederica_ is
>fiction, but not literature.  The Pali Scriptures are neither.  Homer's
>_Odyssey_ is literature, but not fiction.

I suppose one could read Homer as fiction - I understand that little boys
in by-gone centuries did.  'Story' would work nicely for this idiosyncratic
definition of fiction, altho I think that's shortchanging it a bit (cf.
Forster, who splits Story even from plot.).  But I think the claim that it
was "intended to amuse" draws attention away from the fact that it was
almost certainly "intended" to pass along, um, information isn't really the
right word, something that was considered important.  Certainly, the work
had and has amusement value.  But I'd bet dollars to donuts a good chunk of
the reason it was created and propagated was to synthesize and maintain a
set of ideas about how the world (things, people, gods) works and I mean
that in a functional but simultaneously religious sense.  If we could still
read it that way (which would put it in the Pali Scripture category of
neither) that would probably be best.  But we can't.  Maybe some _real_
rural Greeks could, but I seriously doubt anyone reading this forum could.
So literature is the next best bet.  (This is why I carefully did not
mention the xtian Bible which would fall into different categories for
different people.)

I might note here that in order for something to reward reading as
literature (under my perhaps idiosyncratic definition), it must satisfy
specifically literary metrics (technique, style, use of language,
structure. . .).

Mark Rosenfelder (markrose@spss.com) wrote:
>And a "religious work" - yes, if it's understood that it can equally well
>be read as an "anti-religious work"!

Well, many if not most religious works are anti-some (subset of) religions.
So yes!

>1. I don't at all think it's a "bad book"; and I think even "badly
>written" is going too far.  It's certainly not the kind of bad writing
>you'd find in a high school creative writing class.  The writing is not a
>beauty in itself (I wonder if it would be an improvement if it was?), but
>it's serviceable, and indeed at least as good as many an sf writer's -
>Niven, Asimov.

The following appear within the first 25 pages:

"who lost nothing" (the idiom intended is "who missed nothing")
"aesthetically she was by far the most important person present"
(the intended meaning is that she is the person in the room most
sensitive to aesthetic qualities)

These two are, imo, clear indications that the writer was not in full
command of the language - he said things he didn't mean, and he misused
idiom.  (I'll happily retract these if someone can come up with some
evidence to suggest that the phrases he used are idiomatically correct in
some other English speaking part/time of the world, preferably the one into
which Lindsay was born.)

"a cold shadow of moral nastiness"

Objects and other concrete items throughout the books are described with
the adjective "mystic" (cf. what some people complain about Donaldson's
descriptions).

One could charitably describe these two as idiosyncratic use of the
language for stylistic purposes - this is what some of Donaldson's
adherents say about his "numinous" style.  Nevertheless, it is the
Humpty-Dumpty literary sin of making words mean whatever you want them to
mean - it's a cheat.  It is my firm conviction that a more powerful effect
can be had by using words that mean what you mean, rather than mangling the
language.  Bet you we could argue this one till the cows come home.  This
is why I asked whether Donaldson/Lindsay constituted a reasonable
recommendation pair.

Above and beyond considerations of word choice, there is plot (as distinct
from story).  This is probably the most unremittingly episodic book I've
read in the last several years.  Even _Moll Flanders_ had more structure
than this - there were distinct points where the character had changed
enough to give form to the progression of the story (such as it was).  It's
just one here's a way of doing things, nope it's wrong too after another,
until we reach the end, at which point we discover they're _all wrong_ (and
either this is too, a la Mary Kuhner, or maybe it's that they are all wrong
by all being variations on utilitarianism, that is to say, expedient).
That's not a plot.  And as you pointed out, it isn't rewarding as a story.

Characterization?  You and I can describe Maskull, physically.  Can we do
more than that?  Not easily - he mirrors the metaphysics of each land he
enters, with two characteristics which remain: very persistent and willing
to do anything to continue on his way (a story-required character trait if
there ever was one) and simultaneously passive about morality over and
above the assumptions of the lands he passes through (which seems to me to
be demanded by the theme).  Nor does he change and grow through the book -
even death doesn't change this guy's outlook much.  Nearly every other
character in the book exists solely to exhibit the characteristic
philosophy of their native land (combined with how that interacts with
their gender, I should add).

Description?  I'll have to trust those who say the non-descriptions of
ulfire and jale and so on are good impossible descriptions.  I did not find
them so.  I'll note the above bits (shadow of moral nastiness, mystic used
to describe physical objects).  Some of the plant descriptions are good,
until you factor in...

Aural properties of the language?  Pick a page.  _Any page_.  Read it out
loud.  If you don't have the book handy, I quoted a bit from the end at the
end of my review in r.a.b.  Read that.  Out loud.  Oh my.  If you need
something for comparison purposes (stark, mystical, etc.) grab Lessing's
CiA:A and read a random page out of that.  I think you'll hear the
difference.

I think I'll let you make the next point for me:
> I'm not sure I could buy Lindsay's dialogue spoken out loud.  

You noted earlier that Lindsay qualifies under the prophecy section of
Forster's analysis of the novel.  I'm inclined to agree - it wins big on
this one.  But even Forster notes that a lot of people don't really like
this in a novel, and it isn't generally considered as a specifically
literary virtue (or vice, to be fair).

>And Lindsay's metaphysics, though usually unattractive, is deeper and
>richer than most of what one finds in sf.

Which is why I contend that it is more a religious work than anything else.
It is only what I perceive to be the _lack_ of redeeming literary virtue
which leads me to claim it doesn't really count as literature.  As for the
"at least as good as many an sf writer", heh.  I wouldn't consider most sf
to be litterachoor either.  ;-) Good as sf != good in literary terms.

Perhaps I should say here that I consider the book good enough that my
conclusions about the quality of the book in terms of sf/lit/story are
irrelevant to my decision to hang onto this book and reread it a dozen or
so times in the next decade or so.  It's just good on other scales, and my
review was intended to communicate that.  It's the sort of book I would
only recommend/offer to someone with "fair warning".

> 2. There is rather more non-philosophical invention than I'd remembered.

Yes - a lot of the organs of perception, and the way life grew, the nature
of plants and animals and so on was fairly interesting.

>3. I was startled to read in another posting that the book had been made
>into a movie.

I emailed him about it, as I was wondering myself.  It sounds like it may
have been a film school project.  I'm going to try to track it down, but it
may take me a while.

I had no intention of going on at quite this length, but this conversation
is causing me to think about it, and of course babble on I will.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 94 12:50:49 GMT
From: aeb@saltfarm.bt.co.uk (Tony Bass)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_

rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley") writes:
> I would contend that Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_ is not fiction or
> literature, in the same sense that, for example, a telling of a sequence
> of dreams is not fiction or literature, or the Pali Scriptures are
> neither fiction nor literature.  They can all be read as such but isn't
> necessarily the best way to read them.  Perhaps Lindsay's book is a dream
> journal, as Mary Kuhner suspects.  Perhaps it is a religious work -
> certainly it rewards being read as a spiritual one.

Also, the gravity and heat and light and sound are surprisingly physical.
I still sometimes find a hot summer's day reminding me of Maskull's arrival
in Tormance.

The _Duncton_ books by William Horwood similarly combine the sense of a
spiritual journey with the solidly physical, the moles keeping all four
paws on the ground, but of course are quite different in other respects.
As already said, there is nothing else like _A Voyage to Arcturus_.

To pick up a comment in an earlier posting speculating on correlation with
Stephen Donaldson's books, I have never read these, deliberately.  From
repeated inspection and from listening to newsgroup discussion a few weeks
ago, I am fairly sure I would not care for them.  Tastes are infinitely
various.

Tony Bass
MLB 3/19, BT Laboratories
Martlesham Heath
Ipswich, Suffolk, IP5 7RE
aeb@saltfarm.bt.co.uk
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Date: 27 Jun 94 20:21:43 GMT
From: markrose@spss.com (Mark Rosenfelder)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_

Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley <rcrowley@zso.dec.com> wrote:
>I haven't read _An Experiment in Criticism_, afaik.  Who's it by?  (Should
>I?  One assumes I might be amused by reading someone I'm likely to agree
>with, I suppose.)

It's by C.S. Lewis.  What made me think you had read it was your
categorizing books by how they can be read; that's what Lewis tries to do
too.  As for whether you'd like it, I'll warn you that a friend of mine I
recommended it to ended up throwing it against the wall.  But he had been
spoiled by modern critical theory, IMHO...

>I suppose one could read Homer as fiction - I understand that little boys
>in by-gone centuries did.  'Story' would work nicely for this
>idiosyncratic definition of fiction, altho I think that's shortchanging it
>a bit (cf. Forster, who splits Story even from plot.).  But I think the
>claim that it was "intended to amuse" draws attention away from the fact
>that it was almost certainly "intended" to pass along, um, information
>isn't really the right word, something that was considered important.
>Certainly, the work had and has amusement value.  But I'd bet dollars to
>donuts a good chunk of the reason it was created and propagated was to
>synthesize and maintain a set of ideas about how the world (things,
>people, gods) works and I mean that in a functional but simultaneously
>religious sense.

That's certainly possible; but so far as I can see it's also possible that
the _Odyssey_ functioned more like (say) the Arthurian legends - making use
of elements of the accepted worldview (the gods; the Grail), but not used
directly for teaching doctrine.  After all, once the Greeks got around to
creating rationalistic philosophies, they treated the myths as little more
than allegories, and Plato even wanted to ban Homer...

I suppose it's impossible at this late date to know exactly how Homer[1]
and his listeners felt about his works.  My own suspicion is that it was an
inseparable mix of entertainment, numinous feeling, national epic, and
religious belief - inseparable because the critical tools for separating
these things lay centuries in the future.  Even the distinction between
making up stories and relating known history might have been unmade at that
time; indeed, it's our idea, not theirs, that stories are "made up"; they
thought stories were dictated (presumably truly) by the Muses.

[1] I follow Mark Twain in noting that some people think that the _Iliad_
and the _Odyssey_ were not written by Homer, but by another man of the same
name.

>I might note here that in order for something to reward reading as
>literature (under my perhaps idiosyncratic definition), it must satisfy
>specifically literary metrics (technique, style, use of language,
>structure. . .).

"Metrics" makes this sound rather more objective than I think it can
possibly be.  Sometimes a book can be read as literature in spite of
itself, so to speak.  For instance, many a book intended as popular
entertainment has ended up as literature.  Sometimes a naive but slightly
exotic style can charm the pants off a sophisticated reader.  There's a
beautiful example in Ursula Le Guin's _Walking on the Edge of the World_ (I
think that's the title) - an Indian legend, quoted both in Frank Boaz's
interlinear translation, and as he rewrote it in English prose.  The first
is suggestive, compelling, and mysterious; the second is utterly banal.

>>And a "religious work" - yes, if it's understood that it can equally well
>>be read as an "anti-religious work"!
>
>Well, many if not most religious works are anti-some (subset of)
>religions.  So yes!

Right; but I was actually thinking of the connotations "religious" would
have for many sf readers, and wanted to reassure them that Jesse Helms
would find _A Voyage to Arcturus_ shocking and perverse.

[re Lindsay's writing]

>These two are, imo, clear indications that the writer was not in full
>command of the language - he said things he didn't mean, and he misused
>idiom.  (I'll happily retract these if someone can come up with some
>evidence to suggest that the phrases he used are idiomatically correct in
>some other English [dialect].)

I don't think anyone could argue that Lindsay is a good stylist.  I only
said his prose was serviceable.  He's at least as good as many other sf
writers (Niven comes to mind) and certainly better than some (e.g. Terry
Brooks).

>Bet you we could argue this one till the cows come home.  This is why I
>asked whether Donaldson/Lindsay constituted a reasonable recommendation
>pair.

Not for me; I'm not much of a Donaldson fan.  His books lack _Arcturus_'s
originality and metaphysical speculation.  Besides, if I understand the
frequent Donaldson flamewars aright, he writes that way on purpose.
Lindsay just doesn't know any better.  :)

>Above and beyond considerations of word choice, there is plot (as distinct
>from story).  This is probably the most unremittingly episodic book I've
>read in the last several years.  Even _Moll Flanders_ had more structure
>than this - [....]  It's just one here's a way of doing things, nope it's
>wrong too after another, until we reach the end, at which point we
>discover they're _all wrong_ (and either this is too, a la Mary Kuhner, or
>maybe it's that they are all wrong by all being variations on
>utilitarianism, that is to say, expedient).  That's not That's not a plot.
>And as you pointed out, it isn't rewarding as a story.

I won't defend Lindsay's style, but I see no real problem here.  What's
wrong with _Moll Flanders_, after all?  Or _Tristram Shandy_?  Or the
Odyssey, again?  Many books thrive without a strong plot.

>Characterization?  You and I can describe Maskull, physically.  Can we do
>more than that?  [...]

Points granted; but again I don't see that these are real problems.  If you
want to write a "spiritual odyssey" at all, you almost inevitably have an
Everyman-type main character, whose only strong characteristic is a desire
to know the Truth; and a set of supporting characters exemplifying
different points of view.  Actually I think Lindsay did reasonably well
with this problem, simply because most of the characters are strange enough
to escape flatness.  (One could however criticize him for relying a bit too
strongly on death to underline his vignettes.)

I'll skip over the rest - either I've already made my point, or we agree.
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Date: 20 Jun 94 16:20:30 GMT
From: jdnicoll@engrg.uwo.ca (James Nicoll + Jasmine)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Ringworld Maps

LawrenceT5 <lawrencet5@aol.com> wrote:
>You might try getting the RINGWORLD RPG.  I don't have the box in front of
>me, but it should provide all you need.

   It might be hard to find, since it has been out of print for a half
decade or more.

   One of the amusing bits about the RPG was that the ads kept mentioning
something like 'learn about the mysterious Perrin [sp?]'.  Unfortunately,
the finished product was a monster which would have cost $50.00 US, so
large chunks were removed and turned into a companion book, including the
details about the Perrin. The only info that remained in the RPG was that
there was a race called the Perrin, and that they were mysterious.

James Nicoll
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Date: 21 Jun 94 15:52:23 GMT
From: browc@ils.unc.edu (Carlton Brown)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NIVEN: Outsiders and the hyperdrive SPOILERS

Sylvain Chamberland <sylvain@bioxinia.upc.quebec.qc.ca> wrote:
>I just read _A Gift From Earth_ after having read most of the Known Space
>series so I was a little bit surprised by the way it ended: an Outsider
>ship running into ramrobot #144 on its way to We Made It.  Weren't the
>Outsiders supposed to have been following a starseed lured by the
>Puppeteers in that system (or was it the Outsiders who were lured,
>whatever :-) ?  (cf. the Ringworld Engineers)

From _Ringworld_: For whatever reason, Outsiders follow starseeds around
the galaxy. The puppeteers created a device called a starseed lure which
presumably starseeds will follow. Outsiders follow starseeds. These facts
are central to the plot of _Ringworld_. I won't spoil it because it sounds
as if you haven't read, or have forgotten about, _Ringworld_, otherwise
you'd know this :-)

>I know _A Gift..._ was written 12 years before _Ringworld Engineers_, but
>what's the official explanation about this discrepancy?

I don't think there's a discrepancy. If I remember correctly, in Known
Space time, the first Man-Kzin War began long after the organ bank problem
on We Made It had been solved by alloplasty - the "gift from Earth". It
was my impression that the Outsiders sold the hyperdrive to We Made It at a
later date. I'll have to re-read the ending of AGFE to be sure.

Read or re-read _Ringworld_. It will answer a lot of questions about who
lured whom where and why.

WCB
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Date: 21 Jun 94 16:48:35 GMT
From: eefacdk@prism.gatech.edu (RICHARD KENAN)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: NIVEN: Outsiders and the hyperdrive SPOILERS

Carlton Brown (browc@ils.unc.edu) wrote:
>>I know _A Gift..._ was written 12 years before _Ringworld Engineers_, but
>>what's the official explanation about this discrepancy?
>
>I don't think there's a discrepancy. If I remember correctly, in Known
>Space time, the first Man-Kzin War began long after the organ bank problem
>on We Made It had been solved by alloplasty - the "gift from Earth". It
>was my impression that the Outsiders sold the hyperdrive to We Made It at
>a later date. I'll have to re-read the ending of AGFE to be sure.

At the end of AGFE, an outsider ship saw a human bussard ramrobot, and
followed it to We Made It (at least I assume that's where it was going).
Years later, the ramrobot would get to We Made It, and the Outsiders after
that.  Then it's a matter of quite a long while before the colonists of a
not-particularly-rich colony of Earth scrape up enough raw materials to
build their first shiny new faster-than-light ship.  This is, I'd imagine,
plenty of time for the Kzinti to find humanity, attack, and get well on the
way to winning the war, even with their stupid tactics and strategy.

I suspect that the war had to last less than one human lifetime at the
time, without huge numbers of transplants, call it a century at most.
There's quite a lot of evidence that a colonist on Wunderland who was a
young man was older but not ancient when the FTL fleet arrived there (it's
in one of the Man-Kzin Wars books, so it may not be gospel).

Well, whatever.

Richard Kenan
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
eefacdk@prism.gatech.edu
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Date: 25 Jun 94 07:58:59 GMT
From: weaverb@helium.gas.uug.arizona.edu (benjamin a weaver )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Questions about Niven's "Procrustes" (spoilers)

My curiosity has been bugging me for some time now about the latest story
in Larry Niven's Beowulf Shaeffer series: "Procrustes."  I apologize right
off if these have already been addressed.

(SPOILERS)

OK, here we go:

1) What does "Procrustes" mean?  

I checked my dictionary some time ago and could only find "procrustean"
which has something to do with relentless disregard for individual
differences.  The title however, is a different version and I'm wondering
if it might actually be a name.  Does anyone have an Oxford English
Dictionary they could check?

2) How does Flower know about the Trinocs?

I don't have my copy of the story handy, but there is one line where the
ARM agent, Flower, is talking about weapons and mentions that the ARM would
not like some technology to fall into the hands of the Kzinti or the
Trinocs.  The problem with this is that the Trinocs are first contacted by
Louis Wu in "There is a Tide".  But Louis Wu is Beowulf Shaeffer's adopted
son, the biological son of Carlos Wu.  In "Procrustes" Louis is only about
five years old.  I guess there are two possible explanations for this:

   1) The ARM knows about the Trinocs already.
   2) It was a mistake.

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 94 17:04:23 GMT
From: tonyz@eskimo.com (Tony Zbaraschuk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Questions about Niven's "Procrustes" (spoilers)

Benjamin A weaver  <weaverb@helium.Gas.UUG.Arizona.EDU> wrote:
>(SPOILERS)
>1) What does "Procrustes" mean?  
>
>I checked my dictionary some time ago and could only find "procrustean"
>which has something to do with relentless disregard for individual
>differences.  The title however, is a different version and I'm wondering
>if it might actually be a name.  Does anyone have an Oxford English
>Dictionary they could check?

Procrustes was a villain in Greek mythology.  He had this iron bed of a
certain (fixed) length, you see, and had the habit of inviting travellers
to come rest on it.  If the traveller was shorter than the bed, he'd
stretch them to fit, and if they were longer than the bed, he'd chop off
any excess length.

Beowulf Shaeffer, of course, had the extra length chopped off (in the
advanced auto-doc), hence the title of the story.  The adjective
"procrustean" was derived from Procrustes' name; you should be able to see
how it fits.

>2) How does Flower know about the Trinocs?
>
>I don't have my copy of the story handy, but there is one line where the
>ARM agent, Flower, is talking about weapons and mentions that the ARM
>would not like some technology to fall into the hands of the Kzinti or the
>Trinocs.  The problem with this is that the Trinocs are first contacted by
>Louis Wu in "There is a Tide".  But Louis Wu is Beowulf Shaeffer's adopted
>son, the biological son of Carlos Wu.  In "Procrustes" Louis is only about
>five years old.  I guess there are two possible explanations for this:
>
>   1) The ARM knows about the Trinocs already.

They might just know that.  After all, the ARM is really the Bavarian
Illuminati, and _they_ know everything <grin>.  [See the novel _Children's
Hour_, taken from Man-Kzin Wars II and III.]

Tony Z

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 94 19:14:52 GMT
From: rcrowley@hildy.zso.dec.com ("Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tamora Pierce, _Lioness Rampant_

Dani Zweig described the "Song of the Lioness" series as "excellent
juvenile" fantasy", and that sounds about right to me, given that I've only
read the fourth and last book (picked it up used when I recognized the
title).

This would be fantasy where fantasy is medievaloid, magical, involves
goddess worship (large pantheon, actually) - no elves, dwarves, stuff like
that.  A young noblewoman becomes a hero, saves her land, her king, her
friends, etc..  Some aspects of the novel struck me as more juvenile than
excellent, altho I have a strong suspicion my young teenage self would have
made a face at me and said she didn't care (most notably some of the
flirtation is really silly).  I preferred Elizabeth Moon's Paks - I could
almost believe that physical description.  I'm afraid I feel certain that
anyone who can ride a horse all day, and wield a longsword with any skill
at all is probably going to give some significant evidence of same in
overal musculature, etc..  I am, however, always on the lookout for good
juveniles with female characters to get to chop people up in addition to
being decorative, witty and supportive.  Instead of is fine, too.

All in all, a fun read, not totally incomprehensible (enough backstory is
supplied to make sense of the plot, more or less), and good enough for me
to go find the other three books.  I'll probably add it to my list of
martial-arts-in-sf/fantasy, with the notation that I should collect some
opinions on the kickfighting vs. a blade bits.

Rebecca Crowley
rcrowley@zso.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 94 08:10:51 GMT
From: cc697@cleveland.freenet.edu (Eric Oppen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen info REQ!

nsmca@aurora.alaska.edu says:
>"Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen" and "The Great Kings War" by H. Beam
>Piper/Roland Green.. Is there or ever been a sequel to the two books
>mentioned?  I really enjoy reading of Lord Kalvan/Great King Kalvan's
>exploits and such.  Thou its not period SCA (gun powder and such), it's
>still a good read on "what ifs"..

Well, I have seen two long excerpts from a sequel to _Great Kings' War_ (I
_think_ the title was something like _The Gunpowder God_, but could be
wrong...I'm posting from fifty miles away from my home, and don't have my
reference library handy) in two collections.

One was an alternate-history anthology edited by Robert (Horseclans) Adams,
and the other was in _There Will Be War VIII: Armageddon!_ edited by Jerry
Pournelle and John F. Carr.

I have asked about these, and have been told that the sequel _is_ in
existence, but that problems at the publisher have delayed it.  If I knew
where to write to, I'd write and complain, very loudly.
 
Damn it, I want to know what happened next!

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 19:50:15 GMT
From: lichter@nicco.sscnet.ucla.edu (Michael Lichter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THE GOLDEN by Lucius Shepard

THE GOLDEN by Lucius Shepard
A book review by Michael Lichter

Having immensely enjoyed Lucius Shepard's first two novels, GREEN EYES and
LIFE DURING WARTIME, I was rather eager to get my hands on his latest work,
THE GOLDEN.  Although the last thing I expected from Shepard was "a sensual
novel of vampires and blood lust" (from the cover), I hunted it down (not
to be found in the SF section) and dove in.  I found the book to be a solid
piece of work, but, alas, not up to the standards of the earlier novels.

THE GOLDEN is an inventive revisionist vampire tale.  In keeping with
contemporary convention, some of Shepard's vampires are tired of being evil
creatures of the night, spiritually less than human.  They long to cast off
old superstitions, understand themselves for what they really are, and to
utilize their immortal status to exceed the achievements of humankind.

Our protagonist, Michel Beheim, is a novice vampire participating in his
first Family gathering at the immense Castle Banat.  A former police
inspector, Beheim is the natural choice to investigate the savage murder of
the Golden, a human bred to have the most exquisitely flavorful blood.
Thus he follows in the footsteps of other authors vampire detectives.

The story follows what has become a standard plot forumla for Shepard: a
naive young man confronts an immense problem or mystery.  He enlists the
help of a woman whose knowledge and power exceed his own.  Although their
purposes differ, they become lovers.  With his courage and sharp mind, the
man learns secrets that make him powerful and dangerous to the powers that
be.  And the woman reluctantly follows her hero into battle; once she helps
set the adventure in motion she is really just along for the ride (in more
senses than one).

The excitement in this vampire/detective/romance story resides less in the
plot than in the the characters, the details, and the tweaks Shepard gives
to convention.  Although Beheim remains something of an enigma, the
characters he encounters are all finely drawn in two dimensions, beautiful
static portraits.  Castle Banat, which is like all the haunted castles of
the world jumbled together, is also carefully constructed.

And Shepard *does* tweak vampire story conventions.  In GREEN EYES, a
bacterium found only in the earth of certain New Orleans graveyards creates
zombies.  Similarly, in THE GOLDEN vampirism turns out to be a blood-borne
infection, a kind of anti-AIDS.  Another science-fictional element is the
development by a vampire scientist of a potion that extends vampire powers
in a bold new direction.  As in Anne Rice's novels, religious symbols mean
nothing to the vampires.  Unlike Rice's vampires, though, Shepard's are
both forcefully heterosexual (Rice's seem to be most strongly same-sex
oriented) and able to physically participate in sex - sex that goes well
beyond the human in its forms.

As with Shepard's other novels, all these elements overlay a story about
good and evil and the nature of reality.  I'll let the reader discover what
that means.

I strongly recommend this novel to vampire fans.  People who aren't crazy
about vampires and who haven't read Shepard before should start with either
GREEN EYES or LIFE DURING WARTIME; this is the weakest of the three.

Author:     Shepard, Lucius
Title:      The Golden
Publisher:  Bantam Books
City:       New York
Date:       August 1993
Order Info: ISBN 0-553-56303-3
Pages:      291 pp
Comments:   paperback, US$4.99
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Date: 21 Jun 94 02:38:08 GMT
From: kim@sun.lclark.edu (John Kim)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lewis Shiner

Anyone a fan of Lewis Shiner's works? His books seem to be getting better
and better. Slam and Glimpses were terrific though it would be stretching
the imagination to call these SF, but whose keeping track? Does anyone know
if he's working on anything new?

John Kim
kim@lclark.edu
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Date: 21 Jun 94 14:17:45 GMT
From: mcurrent@picard.infonet.net (Michael Current)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lewis Shiner

I just read _Deserted Cities of the Heart_.  I thought it was great!  I
could not put it down.  Worth more than 10 Gibsonsterlings to me :) I am
lamenting that I can't find _Frontera_ (Anyone with a copy they would sell?
Let me know).  Now, what are "Slam" and "Glimpses."

Why is stuff that so many of us like so much so hard to get ahold of?
Argh!

Michael J. Current
mcurrent@picard.infonet.net

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 05:36:06 GMT
From: kim@sun.lclark.edu (John Kim)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lewis Shiner

Slam is Shiner's third book and is the most mainstream of all his works.
It's a cool book about computers, the skateboarder underworld, shady drug
dealers and the coolest ending I've ever encountered.  Glimpses is a sort
of time travel book that deals with music. Way cool.

John Kim
kim@lclark.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 94 13:14:34 GMT
From: donnp@halcyon.com (Donn & Catherine Patton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Allen Steele (new book when?)

   Allen Steele is suposed to have a new book out soon (Jericho
iteration...or something like that) Any one have any news as to when we can
expect to see it?

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 94 16:42:20 GMT
From: MNHCC@cunyvm.cuny.edu (Marty Helgesen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _A College of Magics_ by Caroline Stevermer

In 1988 Ace published _Sorcery and Cecelia: An Epistolary Fantasy_ by
Patricia C. Wrede and Caroline Stevermer.  It was set in an alternate
Regency England in which magic works.  It is in the form of an exchange of
letters between two high-spirited young women, each of whom meets an older
man of brooding temperament whom she finds odious (and we all know what
that means).  The authors, each of whom wrote the letters of one of the
characters, started it as a private game, and only later decided to turn it
into a book.  It is a lot of fun.
 
In 1991 Patricia Wrede wrote _Mairelon the Magician_, an independent novel
set in the same universe but not a sequel because it does not involve any
of the characters from C&S.It seems likely that _A College of Magics_ is
also in the same universe.  I will look for it.

Marty Helgesen
mnhcc@cunyvm.cuny.edu
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Simak (2 msgs) & Simmons (2 msgs) &
                        E.E. Doc Smith (3 msgs) &
                        Stirling (2 msgs) & Sturgeon (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 94 20:26:37 GMT
From: dmikov@andromeda.rutgers.edu (Dmitriy Krasnikov)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Simak _City_

"Rebecca Leann Smit Crowley", wrote about Clifford Simak "City":

>I found it a frustrating read, in fact.  ....  It was like reading a
>version of Vinge's Singularity..

May be this is the case. This book was written in 1945. And science then, a
lot of it ideas was used in other books and sometimes used thoroughly. IMO
I think it is one of two greatest book in SF (second - Bester's "Star is my
destination"). Yes it's frustrating to read, because the world in this book
is so huge and you are so small. The book itself is seems huge, though it
is only hundred or two pages long. After I finished it, I felt I read the
half of my library. It is vast and it is sad. If you don't afraid of big
empty spaces you should read it. I did, seven times.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 94 21:14:49 GMT
From: jacob@plasma2.ssl.berkeley.edu (Fungi from Berkeley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Simak _City_

I've read it maybe four or five times and would definitely rank it in my
top 5, if not higher. I do have complaints about the book, complaints which
usually turn me off of other Simak novels. The disjointedness (yeah, okay,
that's an ugly word, but it works) bugs me. But it succeeds in showing how
life for the family changes over the years. What about the Martians? I
remember only the one reference. It seems that Simak could have used
something else to forward the plot other than bringing in Martians and then
dumping them. And they way dogs are handled after they gain speech bothers
me as well.

Still, with these faults, the rest of the story makes up for it.  In short,
I find it . . . moving. It is one of the few books that truly leaves me
with an empty and eternally lonely feeling (as sappy as that sounds).

jacob@sunspot.ssl.berkeley.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 07:02:31 GMT
From: doomspecks@aol.com (DoomSpecks)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Dan Simmons

Various things I'd like to say, forgive me if I skip the attributions to
previous posts:

1. I thought _Hollow Man_ was very good, but not as powerful as the
brutally fast story which it expands, "Eyes I Dare Not Meet in Dreams".
_Carrion Comfort_, however, I thought to be superior to the novella,
because of the depths of character revealed in the novel.

2. I was partially disappointed by the chaos math and such that is
mentioned in HM. It doesn't actually add to the story at all, and I get a
distinct feeling that Dan didn't do enough research on this subject (I know
a little bit more than a little about math, btw).

3. I can't choose between _Hyperion_ and _Fall of Hyperion_, I count it as
one book, and one of my favorites at that. So rare is the epic scope and
intellectual challenge presented therein. I'm actually kind of disappointed
to hear there's another book in the series. I feel it's complete as it is.

4. _Song of Kali_ meets with much indifference, but I think it is sublime.
I guess having read it in 1984, brand new, I didn't even know who Dan was,
and I got that thrill of reading something totally unexpected and
refreshing.

5. _Summer of Night_ and _Children_ were slight disappointments, but still
good. It's just that they seemed artificial and without much passion
(except for the kid writer in SN).

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 20:38:26 GMT
From: rblake@dale.hsc.unt.edu (Rob Blake)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dan Simmons: _Hyperion_/_Fall_Of_Hyperion_/Book Signing

I, too, thoroughly enjoyed both _Hyperion_ and _Fall_Of_Hyperion_,
especially because of the intellectual challenge in them. They gave me a
fresh look at Science Fiction ... after so many years and so many volumes
'repetitious' plots and characters, ad nauseum. At the same time, C.S.
Friedman's _Dark_Sun_Rising_ gave me a nice breath of air with regard to
Fantasy. Unlike you, though, I anxiously await the release of _Endymion_
and hope it will be soon.

And ... as I promised earlier with regard to the discussion about
_Hyperion_ and Chaucer, etc. ... when he visited Houston with the release
of _Fall_Of_Hyperion_ for a book signing, I had both volumes signed by him.
And while he signed my 1st edition _Fall_ with only a signature, he did
more for my 1st edition _Hyperion_. So, for those who have been discussing
the relationships and source work(s) of _Hyperion_, here is what he wrote:

        " To Robert --                                    "
        "                                                 "
        "    Hope you enjoy this bit of Chaucer by way of "
        "    Asimov and Gibson ...                        "
        "                               Dan Simmons       "

Rob

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 94 16:58:00 GMT
From: IDDCCCA@mvs.oac.ucla.edu (Corinne Aragaki)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Family d'Alembert series

I was wondering if anyone knew how many Family d'Alembert books there are?
I have the first eight and can't find mention of any further books, but the
series seems incomplete (the major villain is as yet undefeated, unusual in
a Doc Smith series).  Thanks!

Corinne Aragaki

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 94 20:33:55 GMT
From: ahasuer@clark.net (The Wandering Jew)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Family d'Alembert series

Corinne Aragaki (IDDCCCA@MVS.OAC.UCLA.EDU) wrote:
>I was wondering if anyone knew how many Family d'Alembert books there are?
>I have the first eight and can't find mention of any further books, but
>the series seems incomplete (the major villain is as yet undefeated,
>unusual in a Doc Smith series).  Thanks!

#9. The Omicron Invasion (1984)
#10.Revolt of the Galaxy (1985)

Both somewhat difficult to find.

Of course, the whole enterprise is only tenuously related to Doc. Stephen
Goldin is responsible for 97% of the actual writing. Amazing how much you
can squeeze out of one story! :-)

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 94 00:03:26 GMT
From: gharlane@nextnet.ccs.csus.edu (Gharlane of Eddore)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Family d'Alembert series

iddccca@mvs.oac.ucla.edu (Corinne Aragaki) writes:
> I was wondering if anyone knew how many Family d'Alembert books there
> are?  I have the first eight and can't find mention of any further books,
> but the series seems incomplete (the major villain is as yet undefeated,
> unusual in a Doc Smith series).  Thanks!

Depends on your series; remember, Marc C. DuQuesne was far more appealing
than Dick Seaton, and EES had to keep finding ways to get him out of
various forms of high-tech durance vile; he finally gave up and wrote
"SKYLARK DuQUESNE" to fix MCD up with a galaxy of his own to rule, and a
babe who was far more interesting than Dorothy Vaneman.

 "IMPERIAL STARS," the only Family D'Alembert story E.E. Smith wrote, first
appeared in "WORLDS OF TOMORROW," in the May, 1964 issue.  Lloyd Arthur
Eshbach reports that Smith "..had done all the groundwork for the series
and was at work on the second story, most of it in the outline stage."
Smith was actually in-progress on the second D'Alembert story when he had
his first heart attack, in August of 1965.  Less than a month later, he was
dead, with the story unfinished.  Note that these were *stories*, not
novels; he had been asked by Frederick Pohl, the editor of "WORLDS OF
TOMORROW," to write novella- and novelette-length stories for the new
series, to facilitate fitting them into magazine printing schedules.  The
idea was that two, or three, such stories would blend painlessly into a
novel-length book.  (This was the way the original "Vortex Blaster" stories
had been conceived.)
  
 With Doc dead, and Pyramid Books practically coining money on the earnings
from reprints of EES books, it was blatantly obvious that there was a
market for more "Doc Smith" books.  But with only a few tens of thousands
of words, and a bit of outline, extant, it was necessary to find a writer
to write the stories.  This is where another writer came in; and, although
the series is credited to "E.E. 'DOC' SMITH with <other guy>," the last
nine books shouldn't really have EES' name on them.
 
Pyramid's best print run of the series dates from the mid-seventies;
they're characterized by solid-white covers, with some very interesting
illustrations by Barr.  The second major printing came from Berkley Books
in the early eighties, and had singularly undistinguished covers.

I believe, but should not be quoted on this, that there were an even TEN
books in the series before it was safely wound up.
 
I have only read a few, since I find the other writer's work to be wasteful
of my time; since I've enjoyed other work that he's done, working in
universes of his own devising, this is not necessarily a reflection on his
writing ability.  It is, however, a result of his lack of those skills
peculiar to the writing of tech-oriented big-background plots.  He doesn't
understand enough basic science to write SF of this nature, and it seemed
to me that every page I read had technologically-based plot
inconsistencies, or violations of basic physics and chemistry.  Example,
from "STRANGLER'S MOON:" Page nine, a description of a public transport
vehicle with "peeling paint" and "cracked" window "glass."  "Doc" Smith
wouldn't have done that in the *TWENTIES*.... remember how he delighted in
having the color be PART of the material something was made of?  How he
used fused quartz and borosilicates at every opportunity?  The man was a
CHEMIST, with a good background in physics; even when he was re-inventing
physics, he kept the fantasy coherent and internally consistent,
temporarily believeable.
  This is not something the other writer knew how to do, or cared enough to
attempt; nor was he skilled enough to be able to spot his own internal plot
inconsistencies.  His aping of EES' writing style was particularly
appalling, since he lacked the vocabulary and complex sentence construction
skill of a man who'd attended school when the English language was still
taught.

For me, the writing in the D'Alembert books was labored, bereft of the
simple joy in storytelling that "Doc" displayed; and an example of
make-the-house-payments hackwork that would have merited great disdain if
the man involved hadn't done passable work elsewhere.  I can only presume
that it was done on a tight delivery schedule, with no time for re-writing
or editing.

  Obviously, you enjoy the books; and, obviously, many others have as
well... else they'd not have been reprinted.  Please, enjoy the wind-up and
conclusion of the series, and keep them on your shelf, in order, and some
day give them to your kids.
  But try to think of the last nine as not having been written by EES,
because they are the product of another man, working to a somewhat
stretched-out vague outline provided by EES; and in many cases, desultorily
making it up as he went along.

 The very last major work that E.E. "Doc" Smith was involved in was a short
piece, "SUBSPACE SURVIVORS," published in "ANALOG" in 1960.  This piece was
the first 30 pages of "SUBSPACE EXPLORERS," a novel which was published in
hardback by Canaveral Press in 1965.  (He'd finished it in 1963, but
Campbell didn't want it for "ANALOG" without major changes, which EES
didn't care to make; he was happy with it the way it was.)  EES had
intended it to be a two-volume story, but it grew in the telling.  His
second book, temporarily titled "SUBSPACE SAFARI," was essentially
complete, when he got a great idea for a book in *between* them, which
would appear to be unrelated; he began outlining the second book, which
would appear as a "stand-alone," and intended to do minor re-writes on the
"second" book, which would now appear as the "third" book, tying the first
two together, in what Eshbach called a "surprise trilogy."

  Unfortunately, he died before he could finish that middle book, and
"SUBSPACE EXPLORERS" and "SUBSPACE ENGINEERS" are all we really have of
that series.  Lloyd Arthur Eshbach is to thank for the excellent editing
and completion job on the second book, but he insists that the book was
largely done when he got hold of it, and that all it really needed was a
good retyping, and the insertion of about 10,000 words to "bridge" the
extant material together.  He insists that the work is predominantly EES',
and will only accept credit as an "Editor."  By the way, the working title
on the second book was "SUBSPACE ENCOUNTER," which magically changed to
"SUBSPACE ENGINEERS" in the first paperback printing.

  If you like EES and series work of this type, you might enjoy hunting up
the "SUBSPACE" books; they're among EES' more interesting work, and not as
well known as the Skylarks and Lensmen.  Both have been printed in
paperback, and are probably worth looking for if you're an EES fan.
 
  If you find a couple of books with titles like "MASTERS OF SPACE," with
credit to EES, don't take them too seriously; these are books written by E.
Everett Evans, and smooth-finished a bit by EES after EEE's death.  His
name got onto them because they'd sell better that way, not because they're
really his work.  They're closer to thirties' pulp fantasy than modern SF,
but they can be fun if you're in the right mood; I've never been an E.
Everett Evans fan, myself, but he was a close friend of EES', and
contributed a lot of ideas and "noodging" to EES' work over the years; he's
owed some appreciation.

  Sorry to run on so long, but you *did* ask.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 94 20:41:02 GMT
From: rblake@dale.hsc.unt.edu (Rob Blake)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: S.M. Stirling: Draka/Domination Sequel

Did I not hear somewhere that S.M. Stirling had planned to return to the
world of the Draka from _Marching_Across_Georgia_, _Under_The_Yoke_, and
_The_Stone_Dogs_?

Rob

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 05:51:53 GMT
From: tonyz@eskimo.com (Tony Zbaraschuk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: S.M. Stirling: Draka/Domination Sequel

Rob Blake <rblake@dale.hsc.unt.edu> wrote:
> Did I not hear somewhere that S.M. Stirling had planned to return to the
> world of the Draka from _Marching_Across_Georgia_, _Under_The_Yoke_, and
> _The_Stone_Dogs_?

Yes.  The novel (I'm not sure what the current working name/publishing name
is) is set several hundred years after _Stone Dogs_.  The Draka are working
on wormhole effects (following up leads from conversations with the ex-
Americans at Alpha Centauri: they can't fight each other, but they can and
do talk), and something goes wrong.  One Draka (Gwendolyn, I believe; the
daughter in _Stone Dogs_) ends up ...
   ... in _our_ timeline.  New York, 1996.  Most of the novel is "what
happens next."

The above information taken from S. M. Stirling's topic on GEnie.  The book
_should_ come out sometime next year, but I'm not sure when.  It's
currently in progress.

Tony Z

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 94 10:14:31 GMT
From: gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk (Gareth Rees)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Some Of Your Blood reprinted

Susan Ramirez (ramirez@teal.csn.org) writes:
> Sorry if this is old news here - I don't often get to read this group
> anymore but when I did, there was the occasional thread praising Theodore
> Sturgeon's SOME OF YOUR BLOOD and lamenting how rare it was.  I just saw
> a reprint by Carroll & Graf, dated June 1994.  It's paperback, <$5, filed
> with SF.

In the collection of essays "The Straits of Messina", critic K Leslie
Steiner (aka Samuel Delany) praises this novel, but complains about its
rather weak and psychologically unconvincing ending.  I've not read it, but
from Steiner's description of it, "Some of Your Blood" is a pornographic
novel about someone whose sexual fetish is human blood.

So if "Some of Your Blood" gets another outing, what about Delany's "Hogg"
(a book with a similar theme, but which has never been in print)?

Gareth Rees
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Date: 23 Jun 94 12:19:36 GMT
From: hlavaty@panix.com (Arthur Hlavaty)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Some Of Your Blood reprinted

Gareth Rees (gdr11@cl.cam.ac.uk) wrote:
>In the collection of essays "The Straits of Messina", critic K Leslie
>Steiner (aka Samuel Delany) praises this novel, but complains about its
>rather weak and psychologically unconvincing ending.  I've not read it,
>but from Steiner's description of it, "Some of Your Blood" is a
>pornographic novel about someone whose sexual fetish is human blood.

Not pornographic.  Published in 1961, and not at all explicit.

Arthur D. Hlavaty
hlavaty@panix.com
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